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GROSSBRITANNIEN und AFGHANISTAN, — Freundschaftsvertrag.

Treaty between the British Government and His Highness Ameer Dost Mo- Nr. 6800.
hammed Khan, Walee of Cabul and of those conntries of Afghanistan now brﬁ;ls:i'm

in his possession, concluded on the part of the British Government by  und

John Lawrence, Esquire, Chief Commissioner of the Punjab, in virtue of .‘;Ji‘ff:;;tﬂ

full powers vested in him by the Most Noble James Andrew, Marquis

of Dalhousie, K. T., &e., Governor-General of India, and on the part of

the Ameer of Cabool, Dost Mohammed Khan, by Sirdar Golam Hyder

Khan, in virtue of full authority granted to him by His Highness.
Article L.

Between the Honourable East India Company and His Highness Ameer
Dost Mohammed Khan, Walee of Cabul and of those countries now in his
possession, and the heirs of the said Ameer, there shall be perpetual peace
and friendship.

Article II.

The Honourable East India Company engages to réspect those territories
of Afghanistan now in His Iighness's possession, and never to interfere
therein.

Article IIIL

His Highness Ameer Dost Mohammed Khan, Walee of Cabul and of those
countries of Afghanistan now in his possession, engages, on his own part and
on the part of his heirs, to respect the territories of the Honourable East
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rels; while, on the other hand, the Russians, having never exerted any mili- N(’;-rfs‘-;l_l-
tary pressure on the comntry, or otherwise offended the pride of the moun- yiguynien.
taineers, are regarded by them, if not with friendly feelings, at any rate? Jui 156,
without animosity or fear. The main argument, however, against interference
of any sort in the affairs of Afghanistan, has hitherto been, that the country
is a lotbed of aparchy and disorder, that in supporting one candidate we
provoke the enmity of his rivals, and throw them into the arms of Russia,
whose appearance on the seene would be thus aeccelerated rather than retar-
ded; but this is hardly a fair representation of the case. 1f we do nothing,
Russia is sure in due course of time to secure a political footing at Cabul,
as a necessary consequence of her oceupation of Bokhara. DBy some, indeed,
it is suspected, that the pending revolution in Afghanistan is due to her in-
stigation, Shir Ali Khan having been launched from Herat as a sort of pilot
balloon, preparatory fo her own advance on Bokhara; and, if this be true, it
may be difficult, in the event of Shir Ali's success, which seems now almost
certain, to prevent a very rapid development of her plans; but if, as is more
probable, she is at present merely watching the progress of affairs, nursing
her little nucleus of Afghan refugees, and expecting by their means to esta-
blish her influence at Cabul, then it would seem to be our bounden duty at
once to step forward and forestall her. No one, probably, will dispute, that
Lord Auckland’s famous doctrine of ,establishing a strong and friendly power
on our North-West frontier,” has always been the true policy for India, though
of late years too often neglected, and once fatally mismanaged in execution.
No one will question but, that this policy would be advantageous at pre-
sent, if it could be carried out without any considerable risk or expense.
And why should there be any serious risk? Is it true, that our intervention
in Afghanistan would lead to ,eonfusion worse confounded?” Is it borne out
by experience, that disorder is the normal condition of the country? Is it
not notorious, on the contrary, that from the time of our evacuation of Cabul
in 1842 to the year 1863, a period of more than 20 years, Afghanistan was
perfectly tranquil and contented under the strong and friendly rule of Dost
Mahommed Khan? This chief, having a firm belief in our power and a
serupulous regard to his own cengagements, repressed on all occasions the
turbulence and unfriendliness of his subjects, and, in fact, conducted himself
towards us, throughout his long career, with sueh perfeetly good faith and
orderly procedure, as to make us doubt whether the revolution and counter-
revolution which have distracted the couutry ever since his decease, to the
injury of trade and the constant disturbaunce of our own frontier, may not be
owing, as much to our persistent ndhi-interference, as to the incompetence of
the old chief’s successors, or the natural indocility of the Afghans. It is
asserted by many authorities, fully competent to form an opinion, that, if, in
deference to Dost Mahommed'a nomination, we had acknowledged and assisted
Shir Ali Khan from the commencement, continuing to him the same subsidy



