CHAPTER XVILItI.

e

ILLNESS OF HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF DELHI AND
ARRANGEMENTS IN THE EVENT OF HIS
DEMISE, 1833.

1. From Sir Tarornrcvs Mercaire, Bart., Agent, Lieutenant-
Governor, North-TWestern Provinces, Dellee, to WirLraxn
Muvir, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North-1Western
Provinces, Agra,—No. 30, dated Dellee, 18th July 1853,

I mave the honor to rveport, for the information of the
Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor, that the King of Dehlee has
for some days past been suffering from a scvere attack of
dysentery, caused by his own imprudence in the matter of
diet.

He was yesterday seriously indisposed. To-day the reports
are still unfavorable, and his age, increasing debility, and dis-
regard of the preseriptions of his medical advisers render his
recovery very doubtful,

2. Tle Heir-Apparent through his father-in-law, Mirza
Elahee Bukhsh, has expressed himself to the Assistant Agent
very anxious to know lLow soon after the demise of his father
his accession will be proclaimed. I have given no reply, as
I do not consider it advisable that the contemplated arrange-
ments should be canvassed in anticipation of the cvent,
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3. T propose when the time comes to intimate to His
Royal Highness that the ceremony of placing him on the
*Save such of the Jat. throne will take place at the Royal Res-
ter as may be requisite jdence at the Kootub so soon as he

: :
P Lok of  Cith hin family, hie atbendants, official
and personal, and his troops, horse and foot,* shall vacate
the Palace. This I hope will meet with the approval of His

Honor the Lieutenant-Governor,

4, T would likewise propose, after the new King has
been proclaimed, that I should take possession of the Dehlee
Palace in the name of the British Government and apprize the
body of the Sullateen that T am authorized by the King to
direct their removal from the Palace.

5. The Nawabs Zeenut Mahul and Taj Mahul Begums
have each private residences within the city ; so that I antiei-
pate no difficulty in inducing them to leave the Palace. For
the other inmates of the Zanana, arrangements must be made

through the aid of the chief eunuch,

6. The three elder sonst of the late Prince, Mirza Baber,
§Mirza Mhymood Shah,  the fifth brother of the present King,
Mirza Kumran. : :
i Ko, oo, Hve alvas boon disposed to give

trouble, and may object to vacate

unless compensated for their dwellings.

Such a contingency has already been anticipated, and
I presume T shall do right in promising them compensation at
a fair valuation, provided they immediately withdraw with
their familics and attendants from the Palace.



7. The large class under the denomination of Sullufeens
may prove refractory, and it will require much patience and
tact to induce them to conform to the King’s instructions,
but I trust to overcome their reluctance by firmness and

conciliatory deportment.

8. It will be satisfactory to me to be favored with in-
structions in regard to the above points as early as may be
practicable,
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From the Secretary to Government, North-Testern Provinces, Illness of the
to Sir THrorniLvs Merc4LFe, Bart., Agent, Lientenant- ‘Eﬁf‘: :E d
Governor, North-Western Provinces, Delhi,~dafed Agra, srrangements
20th July 1853, it

T an desired to acknowledge the receipt of your letter =& death:

dated July 18th, announcing the serious indisposition of the

King of Delhi and soliciting instructions in the event of his

2.

demise,



The Lieutenant-Governor entirely approves of the pro-
posal contained in your 3rd paragraph, and anthorizes you, as
soon as the Heir-Apparent proceeds to the Kootub, immediately
to recognize him as King and to proceed with the ceremony of
placing him on the throne. You will then take immediate
possession of the Palace and prevent the King’s return

thither,

You are authorised to assure the owners of houses within
the enclosure of the Fort that the Government will respect all
rights of private property, and will give the owners pecuniary
compensation for the loss they will sustain, or assign them
suitable residences elsewhere of corresponding value,

Tt is the desire of the Government to meet all such claims
liberally and to dispose of them promptly. When the time
arrives you will be pleased to report at your earliest conveni-
ence how you would propose to proceed in the disposal of

these cases.

The Lieutenant-Governor is aware that it will be an
undertaking of considerable difficulty to induce the numerous
residents within the Fort to vacate their dwellings, but he has
full confidence that you will proceed in the execution of the
duty with firmness and conciliation,

3. From Sir Turorartvs Merc4rre, Dart,, Agent, Iieutenant-
Governor, North-Western Provinces, Dehlee, to Wirirrau
Murr, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North-Western
Provinces, Agra,—No. 31, dated Dehlee, 19th July 1853,

Tae reports from the Palace this morning are not much
more favorable than those of yesterday.
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Ilness of the 2. The guards* at each gate of the Palace have been

%éﬁﬁ :Ed reinforced to the full strength of 100 men

arrangements  *[pder the immediate each, and two extra companies have

inthe event  grders of the Comman-
of His Maj~ dant, Licutenaut Douglas. been held in readiness to pm&&ed to the
Palace when required.

esty’s death,
3. It 1is reported that both the Treasury and Jewel
Office are empty.

4. From Sir Turormirvs MEercarre, Bart,, dgent, Lieutenani-
Governor, North-Western Provinces, Dehlee, to TWILLIAM
Murr, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North-Western
Provinces, Agra,—No. 32, dated Dehlee, 21st July 1853.

I ravE the honor to report that the King of Dehlee still
remains in a very precarious state. During Tuesday night
serious apprehensions were entertained, a violent hickup and
hardness of the abdomen being added to the other unfavor-
able symptoms. The reports of this morning do not indicate
amendment, and Lieutenant Douglas, who visited His Majesty
yester-evening, found bim much changed in appearance since
Sunday last.

2. The two extra companies called for by me have
moved down to the Dureea Gunj Cantonments, and are
therefore close at hand.



5. From Sir Treoprrivs METC4LFE, Bart,, Agent, Licutenant-
Governor, North-Western Provinces, Dehlee, to Wiririx
Mvrr, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North-Western
Provinces, Agra,—No. 33, dated Dehlee, 22nd July 1853,
Tue reports of this morning of His Majesty’s health are
somewhat more favorable. There was no return of fever
yesterday, and the diarrhoea has been less active.

2. M. 8. Chimun Lal, the Sub-Assistant Surgeon, was
called in yester-evening, and by the applieation of ointment
considerably relieved His Majesty from the most painful por-
tion of his malady, and which indeed in the opinion of the
Sub-Assistant Surgeon is the active cause of the serious
indisposition.
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6. From Sir Turopurrzvs Mercarre, Bart., Agent, Lieutenant- Tilness of the
Governor, North-1Western Provinces, Dellee, to TWiLL14x }]‘éi‘lﬁ :i:l

Mvir, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North-1Vestern arrangements
in the event

Provinces, Agra,—~No 34, dated Dehlee, 25th July 1853, 17 Lt St
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d esty’s death,

-

Ix continuation of my letter No, 33 under date the 22n
instant, I have the honor to report for the information of the
Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor that for the last two days
the King of Dehlee has somewhat improved in health. The
disease has been less accute, but still great debility exists;
nevertheless His Majesty was able yesterday to cngage in a
game of chess.

2. I take this opportunity of soliciting instructions on
the following point :—

It has been mentioned to me that the Heir-Apparent will
object to leave the Palace for the Kootub until after the
expiration of the Chaleeswan, or 40 days’ period of mourning.

This has, I believe, been suggested by the father-in-law,
Mirza Ilahee Bukhsh, who is very desirous that the ceremony
of ascending the throne should take place within the Palace.

8. My instructions on this head are clear, and will be
strictly conformed to. But in the event of the Prince delay-
ing to vacate the Palace, how are the affairs connected with
the internal manacement to be conducted? And as within
the 40 days it will be necessary to distribute the Royal
stipend, once certainly, by whom is the distribution to be

made 7

4. The Most Noble the Governor-General when at Simla
expressed his surprise on learning that the stipend hitherto had
been sent to the King, and distributed by his own scrvants
and not by us. Such will not be the case after the new suc-
cession, and in my opinion it will be as well to take the
distribution into our hands on His Majesty’s demise, whether
the Prince remains within or vacates the Palace.

- 1 LSS IRFNRAE, | ST PRS- e |



5. As respects the internal management, it may be
desirable to vest the Prince, as head of the family, with
control over the Nijabut and Mounted Force, the Nizaruf, and
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Ilness of the KAansamanee Departments, but all matters of a criminal

%;{‘}ﬁ l;id nature to be referred to the Assistant Agent or myself.
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of .. 9. From the Secretary to Gorernment, North-Western Provinces,

of His Maj-

esty’s ﬂﬁﬁi- to Sir Tueornrivs MEerc4ire, Bart.,, Agent, Licutenani-
Governor, North-Western Provinces, at Dehlee,—dated
Agra, 30th July 1853.

I mave the honor to ackmowledge the receipt of your
letter No. 34, dated the 25th instant, requesting instruetions
respecting certain arrangements which will become necessary
upon the demise of the King of Dehlee,




: |

2. The Lieutenant-Governor considers that it would be
harsh and unfeeling to hurry the King’s successor against his
will from the Palace till the expiration of the customary
period of mourning, which is believed to be 40 days. But his
recognition as Sovereign and installation should not take place
till he moves to the Kootub.

3. In like manner the new distribution of the Royal
stipend, which may take place after the demise of the present
King, will be according to the proposed and not according to
the present method. The Prince will only receive the stipend
for himself and his own family; all other payments will be
made directly from the treasury to the proper recipients. You
will take the earliest suitable opportunity for adjusting these
payments.

4. The Prince as head of the family will maintain the
control over the Ni¢jabut and Mounted Force and the Nizaruf
and Khansamanee Departments, but all matters of a criminal
nature must be referred to the Assistant Agent or yourself.

8. From Sir Turorurivs Mercaire, Bart.,, Agent, Lieutenant-
Governor, North-Western Provinces, Dehlee, to WiLir4x
Muir, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North.Western
Provinces, Agra,—No. 36, dated Dehlee, 28th July 1853.

Durixe the last two days the state of the King’s health
has been much the same, but where there is no sensible amend-
ment debility must necessarily increase,
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2. The Sub-Assistant Surgeon considers the King much Illness of the

weaker than when he was first called in. Ring of

The disease has pg 1 ana

assumed, in his opinion, the character of chronic dysentery, ?:’E“EE'—‘:&ET“
1€ eYED

of His Maj-

and unless this can be checked, of which there appears to be
little probability, the present illiess must end fatally, esty’s death.

9. From Sir Treorarivs MEerl4rrz, Bart., Agent, Lieutenant-
Governor, North-Western Provinces, Dehlee, to Wizrrax
Myrr, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North-Western
Provinces, Agra,—No. 38, dated Dehlee, 1st August 1853,

I nAvE the honor to report that during the last two days
the state of His Majesty’s health has improved.

2. The enclosed I received late yester-evening from the
Sub-Assistant Surgeon, and the report of this morning still

confinues favorable.

10. From M. S. Carxuvy Laiz, Sub-Assistant Surgeon, to
Sir Torormrzvs Mercarre, Bart., Agent, Lieutenant-
Governor, North-Western Provinces,—dated Dehli, 31st
July 1853,

I mavE the honor to report that in my medical visit of
this evening to the King I found him much better in every
way, and there is no fear of returning or increasing the disease
at present. He wrote a few verses of poetry before me with

his own hand.



11. From Sir Turormrzvs Merc4rre, Bart., Agent, Lieutenant-
Governor, North-Western FProvinces, Dehlee, to WILLrax
Murr, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North-Western
Provinces, Agra,—No. 40, dated Dellee, 5th dugust 1853.

I a» unable to obtain satisfactory accounts of His Maj-
esty’s health. For the last four days the Hukeems only have
been admitted into the presence. Our Sub-Assistant Surgeon

has been excluded.

I believe that the debility has greatly increased, and that
His Majesty is supported chiefly by stimulants.
The unseasonable state of the weather at present must

also be prejudicial to the Royal invalid.
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12. Firom Sir Turopuiivs Merc4rre, Bart., Agent, Licutenant.
Governor, North-1Western Provinces, Dellee, to Witrrsx
Mruvir, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North-Western
Provinces, Ajgra—D>No. 41, duted Dellee, the 8th August

1853.




Since I had last the honor of addressing you, the King
‘of Dehlee has rallied eonsiderably. The several maladies have
decreased, and if the present favorable symptoms continue
for a few days more, there are hopes of His Majesty’s recovery.

13. Ivom Lieutenant C. R. G. Dovcias, Assistant Agent, Lieu-
tenant-Governor, North-Western Provinces, Delilee, to
Witrrax Mrir, Esquire, Secretary to Government, North-
Western DProvinees, dgra,—No. 44, duted Dellee, 1Gth

Auiqust 1853.

_ Tue Agent, Licutenant-Governor, North-Western Prov-
inces, unfortunately suffering from an attack of fever, I beg
for him, with reference to his last eommunication, dated the
§th instant, No, 41, to report that the improvement in His
Majesty’s health has continued, and that he seems to be
steadily, though very gradually, recovering.

2. I may add that T waited on the King yester-morning
at his request, and that he looked very much better than on the
occasion of my previoug visit some days since, In the opinion
of the IHukeems he is altogether cut of danger,

14. From Sir Tueorurres Merearre, Durt,, Agent, FLicutenants
Governar, Noeth=Westorn Drovinees, Dilidee, to WiLitax
Muigr, Esquire, Seeretary to Guoraovment, North- Western
Prorowees, Jdyra,—No. 45, duted Deller, 23rd August
15505,




I mave the honor to report, for the information of the
Hon’ble the Licutenant-Governor, that the King’s health has
so much improved as to admit of his taking an airing, which
[ understand he has enjoyed every morning for some days
past, and although the ceremony of the Gloosi-e-schut, or
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bath of recovery, has not as yet been performed, His Majesty
may be pronounced as recovered. Debility, however, owing
to his protracted illness, still continues.

15. From the Seceretary to the Qovernment, North-Western Drov-
inces, Agra, to S. Fraser, Esquire, Agent, Lientenant-
Governor, at Delhi,—No, 8 4., dated Camp Kut-ka-Ba qah,
22ud November 1853,

Tae Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor requests me to eall
your early and careful attention, on assuming the charge of the
Agency to the Lieutenant-Governor at Delli, to the several
orders which have been issued from this office, in pursnance of
the directions of the Supreme Government, in regard to the
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2. The Lieutenant-Governor relies upon your prompt-
itude and discretion in carrying out these orders according
to their full spirit and purport, and at the same time with all

due consideration for individual feeling.

16, From the Secretary to the Government, North-Western Dror-
inces, Agra, to the Secretary to the Government of India,
Foreign Department,—XNo. 9 A., dated 22nd Nuvember

1853.
T sy direeted to forward, for submission to the Most

Nohle the Governor-General of India in Council, the annexal
copy of a letter this day addressed to Mr. 8. Fraser, who has
been appoinfed to suceead the late Sir Theophilus Metealfe,

Bart., as Agent to the Licutenant-Governor at Delhi.

From Wirrrax 3MMuvir, Esquire, Secretary to (lorvernment,
North-Western Provinces, Agra, to S. Frasgr, Esquire,
Agent, Lieutenant-Governor, Delli,—No. 68 A., duted

17.

97th September 1854,

Wirn reference to previous correspondenee, the Hon’ble
the Lieutenant-Governor desires me to forward, for your in-
formation and guidance, the accompanying extract, paragraph
2, of a despatch from the Hon’ble the Court of Directors,
No. 31, dated the 12th July last, approving the insfructions
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issued by this Government relative to the recognition and in-
stallation of the successor to the King of Delhi in the event of

His Majesty’s demise.

18. Eztract, paragraph 2, of a despatch from the Hon'ble the
Court of Directors,—No. 31, dated 12th July 1854,

2. Paragraphs 1 to 10.—Orders issued during a serious
indisposition of the King of Delhi respecting the course to be
adopted 1n the event of his demise.— We take this opportunity
of stating for future guidance that, as directed by the
Lieutenant-Governor, the recognition and installation of His
Majesty’s successor should not take place until he shall remove
to the Kootub, and that in all other respects also the instruc-
tions of the Agra Government were sutted to the ease,




