REJOINDER TO QUEEN VICTORIA
PROCLAMATION BY THE BEGUM OF OUDE (AWADH;

AL this ume certain weak-minded, foolish people have
spread a report that the English have for given the faults and
crimes ol the people of Hindostan ; this appears very astonish-
ing, for it is the unvarying custom of the English never to for-
give a fault, be 1t greal or small; so much so that if a small
offence be mrﬂmllttd through ignorance or negligence they
never forgive it,

The Proclamauon of the Ist November 1858, which
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s come before us, s perfectly clear, and as some Toohsh people,
ned understanding the real object of the Proclamation, have
been carried away, therefore we, the ever-abiding governmennt,
parcnts of the people of Oude, with greal consideration, put
forth the present Proclamation, in order that the real object
of the chiel poiots may be exposed, and our subyects be placed
on their guard.

“It is written n the Proclamation, than the comnoey of
Hindostan, which was held in trust by the Company, has
bern resumed by the Queen, and that for the Tature, the
Queen's laws shall be obeyved,  This s not to be trosted Iy
our religious subjects, Tor the laws of the Clompany, the setle-
meni n[bllu Company, the nglish servants of the Company,
the Governor Generad and the jodicial administration of the
Company, are all unchanged.  What, then, s tht‘u‘ reaw whiich
can benelit the peaple, or on which 111#1 can reby

2, “In the Proclamation it is writien, that :I“ CONracts
el agreements entered it by the Gompy v will be accepted
by the Qaeed. Lot the people carefully observe this artifice.
The Company has seived  the whaole of Hindostan, and, if
this arrangement be accepted, what 15 there new in it 0 The
Company professed (o treat the Ghief of Bhoripore as a son,
anel then ook his territory ) the Ghiel of Laohore was carried
ofl' 1o London, and it has not fallen 1o his lot to return; the
Nawab Shumshoodeen Khan, on one side, they hanged, and,
on the other side, they siltanidr it him; the Peishwa iy
expelled from Poona, .‘:Lmr-l, and imprisoned for life in Hlllmnr
their breach of faith with Saltan '|E1p}'1-:_1-|| s owell Er.rluﬁ.'l.u, lﬂu_
Rajalt of Benares they imprisoned in Agra.  Under pretence
of administering the country of the L-hui ol Gwalior, they
introduced ]‘.Ilhliﬂl CUSLOINS ; l_hu have lefl no npmes or traces
of the Chaels of Behar, Urm.ri and Bengal; they gave the Rao
of Furrackabad a F.]TIEL” rnumhl}' allowanece, and ook his (erri-
tory. Shahjchanpore, Bareilly, Awimgurh, Jounpore, Goruck-
pore, Etawah, ..'"ﬁllﬂh*lh.'ﬂd Futtchpore, &c.-- our ancient pos-
sessions they took from us on pretence of distributing pay; and
in the 7th article of the treaty, they wroie, on oath, that they
would take no more from us. If, then, the arrangements
macle by the Company are 10 be ;tcmpird, what is the difi-
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crence bewween the former gud the present state of things 2
These are old alfairs; but recendy, in defiance of treaties and
oaths, and, notwithstanding, that they owed ws millions ol
rupees, without reason, and on the pretence of the misgovern-
ment and discontent of our people, they ok our country and
properiv,  worth  millioss of rupees. T our people were
discontented with our roval predecessor, "L"l.':'zji{}{ Alr Shab,
how comes 1w they ave content with us 2 Aud no valer ever
experienced such lovalty, and devotion of life and goods as
we have done,  Wha, 1 T1, 1% uLtrll:n;_{ that they do et res-
Lore onr country .’:miln r, 1L s written i the Proclamadtion,
that they want no werease of territory, but yet they canno
retram from anoexation. I the Qaeen has assumved te gover-
ments wliy does Her By JEALY DO TESTOTe Our Coumtry e us wlien
our people wish i ¢ I is well-known that ne king or fucen
ever punished a whole army and people for rebethon; all were
formiven; and the wise cannot approve of pumshiocg the whaole
arny and pec qulr of Hindostan 3 lor so long as the word “punish-
ment rennans the distorbance wall not be suppressed,  Thepe
15 a well kbhown Fl'll,]'u.-l'“ll'il A dving man s desperare’ (mida
by wa Karta). D is impossible that a thowsand should anack
a million, and the thonsand eseape.

3. *lu the Proclumation it s owritten, that the Chris-
tian religion s true, but that oo other creed will sulfer oppres-
sicnn, anel that the Taws will e observed wowards all,  What
s the adminisiration of justice to do with the truth or Galae-
J_]I'_I'I'_H:l ”r ik ]_'Uligi;l_'lﬂ ':I' 'rltl.,ﬂ ]'L'Eiﬂ'llf]rl i:'-. lrus II‘ulll.!IFll:Jl ':I'l:'.[':nl:j“'lptlgfﬁ
one God, ane kiows oo other. Where there are three Gaxlds
i a religion, neither Mussulmans nor Hindoos —nay, not even
Juws, Sun-worshippers, or Firesworshippers can believe 1t
irue.  To oeat pigs, and drink wine, o bite greased cartriclges,
ared o mix pig’s fat with flonr and sweetmeats, w o destroy
Hindoo and Mussubman temples on pretence of makiog roacs,
1o baald churches, (o send clergvenen o the streets and allevs
w preach e Christm relighong, o instituee F ghsn sciools
and o pay F{‘f]]ﬂ{' il nluulhh' ">1IJJ-L'IJL:| fir ]I'_'Flrllllli_l Live P griish
scicnees, winle the places of worship of Hindoos and  Mussul-
mand are 1o this day entirely neglected; with all thas, how
can the people believe e religion will nol be interlered
with ? Tie rebellion began with religion, and, for 1, millions
of men have been killed, Lot not our subjects be deceived ;
theusands woere :Zl_t_!JJ-rli'l.-'-I.'il o their n:]igiml in the Nurlh-“ltsiﬂ,
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and thowsands  were hanged  rather  than  abandon  their
religrion,

4. L s owniten  in the Proclamation, that they who
lusrboured rebels, or who were leaders ol rebels,  or who
cansed men 1o rebel, shall have their lives, but that punish-
ment shall be awarded alier deliberation, and that murderers
aned abettors of murders shall have no merey shown them,
while all others shall be {forgiven,  Anv loolish person can ser,
that under this Prochmation, o one, be he guiltv or innocent,
can vscape. Evervibung s writeen, and yet nothing is wreitien ;
bust they bhave clearly written that they will not et ofl any one
implicated ; and in whatever village or estate the army may bave
hadied, the innabmants of thet place eannol escape. We are
deeply concerned for the conditon of our people on reading
this Proclamation, which palpably weems with enmiury. We
IO R8I G rlmmn order, anid one 1that mav be trusted, that
all subjects who may bave foolishly presented (hemselves as
heads of villages 1o the I'nglish, siiall, before the 1st of Junuary
next, present themselves i owr camp. Without doulst their
Foults shadl be forgiven then, and  they shall be teeined accordmg
toy tieir merits. To believe i this Proclamanon, 1115 only neces-
sary 1o remember thar Hindostanee rolers are allogether kKina
andd mereiful. Thousands have seen this, millions bave heard
. No onc has ever seen o oa dream that the Enghsh Torgave
an ollence.

5. “In this Proclamanon v s written, that when peace
1% restored, 1:-uhht: works, such as roads and canals, will bhe made
i owder to improve the condition of the people. It is worthy
of a linle reflection, thi they have promised no better employ-
ment for Hmrlnﬁnnrrh than making roads and dl;;qmr{ canals,
Il people cannot see clearly whal this means, there is no help
for them.  Let no subject be deceived by the Proclamationt .




