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Proclametion by the Nane Dunder Punt (s1z,):

Dated the 13th. Zilkad, 1273 (Hijri), equivalent to the 6th. July,
1857,

EROCLAMATION
A Traveller just arrived at Cawnpore from Caleutta states
that before the cartridges were distributed a Council was held for

tForelgn Secret Consultations dated 25th, June, 1838, Neos. 68-b5. [Naticnal
Axchives, New Delhi). of, Flaw No. 15,
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vhe purpose of taking away the religion and rvites of the people ol
| Lindoostan, The Members of Councill came 1o the conciusion
thitl ag the matter was one affecting veligion seven or e1ght (housand
Europeens would be required and it would cosl the ives of fifty
thousand  Hindoostanis but that at this cost all the natves of
Hindoostan would become Chiistians, The matter was therelor
represented in an * Urzee o this effect w0 Queen Vicwria who
gave her consent, A second Counci] was then held at which the
Euglish Merchants were present. It was there resolved 1o ask
ior the assistance of a body ol English troops equal in number (o the
Native Army, so a8 10 cnsure success when the excitement should
be: at the highest. When the despalch containing this apphication
was read 1o England 353,000 Europeans were very rapidly embarked
upon ships and started off for Hindoostan and intelligence of their
despatch recched Calewtta, The English in Calcutta then issued
the order for the distribetion of the Cartridpges.  The whole olject
of which was to make the native anmy Christians as it was thought
that if the army were made Christians there would be nogreat delay
in converting the people generally, The Cartridges were sincared
with Hogs' Lard and Cows’ fat. This fact was learnt from the
Bengalis crmployed in their manufacture in prool of which it may be
mentioned that one man was excenled and the other imprisoned for
letting out the sceret,

Mcanwhile, while they were occupied in carrving oul the
plan the Ambassador (Vakeel) of the sultan of Turkey (Rum)
in London sent word to hig Sovercign that 35,000 Buropeans had
been despdtched to Hindoostan to make all the Natives Chiristian,
The Sultan of Turkey [May Allah perpetuate his kingdom) issued
a firman 1o the Pasha of Egypt the coptents of which are as follows:
“You are conspiring with Oueen Victoria, This 18 not the time
for pesce for I learn by a letler from my Ambassador that 55,000
Eurcpean soldicrs have been despatched to Hindoostan for the
purpose of forcibly converting the army and (he peaple. I this is
the case il is now passible (o interfere. IT we neglect this matter
what face shall we show to God (KEhuda) and this day will come
upon us too one day, for if they succeed in making (he natives of
Hindooslan Christans they will attack gur Country as well.” When
this firman of the Sultan of Turkey reached the Pasha of Egypt
the Lord of Egypt assembled his army in the City of Alexandria
{which is on the road to India) before ithe Europeans arrived.
As soon as the FEuropean troops arrived the troops of the Pasha
ol Egypt began to fire mto them with guns on all sides and destroyed
anch sunk all the ships so that not even a single European escaped,
The English in Calcutta afler issuing orders for biting the
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Cartridges and when these disturbancesand excitement had reached
its height (), were looking for the assistance of the army flom
London, but dwe Almighty ("Huk Taala’-a Mahometan Tidle; by
the exercise ol his Power made an end of them at the very outset,
When intelligence of the destruction of the Army from London
arrived, the Governor General was much gncved and distressed
and beat his head,

At Lyven-tide he intended murder and plunder,
At noon ncither had his body a head nor his bead o coser,
1 one cevolution of the Blue heavens.
MNeither Nadiy remained nor a follower of MNadir.®
Printed by order of the Peishwa Bahadoor , 13th. Zilkad, 1273,

The style of the proclamation] is exceedingly simple and
clear, evidently intended for the common people. 1t is very remark-
able for the Mahommedan tone and language uscd although issued
by the MNana—a Hindoo®




