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NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR

Let me start at the beginning. In the late 1800s, Ferruccio Sebastiano
Picciola who hailed from Montenegro set off from Trieste for Rangoon
where he subsequently ran one of the Steel Brothers rice mills on Kanaungtoo
Creek. There he shared his life with E Me and they had a daughter named
Florence Beatrix. Her father died when Florence was just six years old,
whereupon her guardian (William Hubert Matthews who ran the Steel
Brothers rice mill on the opposite side of the Creek) sent Florence to
England for her education. On her return to Rangoon she met and married
Kemp Dijk, a Dutch businessman, in 1930. Their son, my brother Keimpe
Hubert, was born in Rangoon in 1932. In those days, my father’s
company, Trading Company Late Hegt and Co., had business dealings
with Japan and my parents were sent there. I was born in Kobe in 1934
and we lived there for another year, after which we returned to Rangoon
and on to Europe for home leave. From 1937 to 1938 we lived again in
Japan, this time in Okamoto before returning to Rangoon where we stayed
till 1940.

By 1941, much of Asia was in the throes of war and my parents decided
to send my brother and me for safety’s sake to the PSV (Planter School
Vereniging) in Brastagi, Sumatra, convinced that Singapore would never
fall! The rest, as they say, is history. The Japanese invaded what was then
the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) and turned our boarding school into an
internment camp. Most of the planters from the surrounding areas were
interned there as well and were thus reunited with their children. Our
parents on the other hand had returned to Rangoon. By this time, all lines
of communication had been cut and for the next four years we were all out
of touch. My father was ordered to Holland to fight the invading Germans.
Since there was no way for him to get to Europe, he requested and got
permission from the Dutch government to join the Brtish 14th army,
which would eventually dislodge the Japanese from Burma after one of the
bloodiest WWII battles in that region. My father’s joining the 14th army
together with a Dutch colleague was also intended as a token of appreciation



Note from the Author xv

by his Company towards Burma for the warm hospitality the country had
extended the Company since 188s.

My mother had fled from Burma to India leaving behind all our worldly
possessions. She had no idea where her husband or children were and
joined the British WVS (Women’s Voluntary Service — now the RWVS
— Royal Women’s Voluntary Service). Eventually my parents were reunited
in India. The moment hostilities ceased, they launched an intensive search
for us, aided by the International Red Cross among many others. Meanwhile
Miss Minke Velsink, a Dutch teacher at our school who had taken on the
responsibility for my brother and me, immediately contacted the Allied
forces who were now in charge, to set the wheels in motion to reunite us
with our parents. Keimpe and I received privileged treatment and left the
camp (by then actually a central depot in Medan for Sumatra’s internees)
as numbers 1 and 2. In due course, we were taken in General Stopford’s
private plane to Calcutta where we were reunited with our parents. After
spending about a year in Dalhousie (Punjab) recuperating, we were packed
off to boarding schools in Holland for our education. When the Korean
War broke out in the 1950s, my parents, fearful of yet another separation,
brought me to stay with them in Karachi, where they were then living.

I would like to add here that although our family lived through the
Pacific War there was never any question of anti-Japanese feelings in our
home. The horrors of war could not erase the memories of our happy years
spent in pre-war Japan — a magical land filled with charming people. If my
brother and I suffered any trauma at all, it was chiefly due to the absence
of our parents rather than the presence of the Japanese. This is not to say
that dreadful things did not happen. In times of war and strife, atrocities
are committed as they are to this very day. But in these matters, and
through the eyes of a then very young child, I can only speak for myself.

While living with my parents in Karachi I met and later married my
husband, Piet Radelaar, who was in the Dutch Foreign Service. Our first
post was Cairo (where our two eldest daughters were born), followed by
Teheran, Belgrade (where our youngest daughter was born), New York,
Prague and Oslo. In between, when the girls were at school and university,
there were also Dar-es-Salaam, Barcelona, and Lisbon.

In the 1980s, I came to settle permanently in Holland, never having
actually lived there (aside from a few boarding school years). After a life of
wandering around the globe and bringing up a family in a variety of countries
and cultures, coming to live in Holland was in all respects an unsettling and
very unhappy experience. As time passed, I began to feel an urgent need





