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PETITORS FOR THE THRONE.— UNSETTLED STATE OF THE EMPIRE
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WHER Nasir-ed-din Muhammed Humdyun succeeded

his father, he was in the twenty-third year of his age.*
* He was born in the citadel of 1508, March 6) and mounted the

K4bul, a. 5. 913, Zikida 4, (a.»p. throne A.m. 937, Jem4di 1. 9. (a.p.
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He ascended the throne in the city of Agra, on the 29th
of December, A.D. 1530, three days after the late Em-
peror's death. The usual solemnities followed; the
chief nobility presented themselves at the Derbér, and
tendered their allegiance, and money was scattered
among the populace. The public prayers were read,
and coin struck, in name of the new prince.

But, though the son of the great Béber thus mounted
the throne of Agra, his situation was not free from
danger and difficulty. Even in his own court, and in
the army, all was not sound. In that age, the right of
succession to the crown was very unsettled. Though
the claim of the eldest son to succced his father was
acknowledged in a general way, the order of succession
was not in practice rigidly adhered to. The public
feeling was little hurt when any other of the sons, or
an aspiring uncle, made his way to the throne. The
sword was the grand arbiter of right; and every son
was prepared to try his fortune against his brothers.
The custom of granting large governments or appanages
to the younger princes, gave them the means of as-
serting their ambitious pretensions by force, at the
head of armies. In the present instance, other prin-
ciples unfavourable to the regular succession were in
operation. The conquest of Hindustdn had been begun
only five years before, and was still in.progress. Hu-
méyun had not latterly been employed in any military
command in that country. The government was still,
of course, military. The army was not a national one,
connected by common language and country, but a
mixed body of adventurers, Chaghatai, Uzbek, Moghul,
Persian, Afghin and Indian. Even the Chaghatéi
chiefs, who had enjoyed most of the Emperor’s confi-
dence and favour, were not perfectly unanimous. Though

1530, Dec. 29). His mother was bernama, f. 35. v. Was Méh-am,
Maham Begum, a relative of Sultan  “ My Moon,” a term of endearment
Husein Mirza of Khéréisin. Ak- converted into a name ?
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attached to the family of Béber, as the representatives
of that revered prince and of the great Taimdr, yet no
eminent chief or head of a tribe considered the crown
itself as beyond the range of his ambition. It was the
age of revolution ; and the kingdoms on every side, —
Persia, Samarkand, Bokhdra, Hissir, Balkh, and Hin-
dustén itself,—saw the throne occupied by adventurers,
or the immediate descendants of adventurers, not more
distinguished than themselves. The length of time
during which the late Emperor’s health had been de-
clining, had given time for parties and intrigues to be
formed among them, which his talents and respected
name had hitherto prevented from bursting out, but
which were not the less dangerous on that account.
We have seen by what a minute accident a plan of the
prime minister himself, for setting aside Bdber’s son
altogether, had been defeated. Syed Mehdi Khwsja,
the candidate in whose favour he had acted, seems to
have been of a religious family, was a son-in-law of
Baber, and known to the army, a division of which he
had often led. Muhammed Zeméan Mirza, another
great lord of the court, and a descendant of Taimur,
being a grandson of the celebrated Sultan Husein
Mirza Baikra of Khordsin, and who had also married
a daughter of Béber, was supposed to have in his in-
terest a formidable party, consisting of many of the
most powerful men in the army. He was a man of
talent, and had been employed by the late Emperor in
" many important commands. Muhammed Sultan Mirza,
also a descendant of Taimur and grandson of the late
Sultan of Khordsdn by a daughter, was a third noble-
man, who, from his royal birth and high station, was
thought worthy to aspire to the throne. All had their
followers and adherents. The very supposition that
such men might be placed in hostility to the legal heir,
rendered their position dangerous; and it might in

some circumstances seem safer to incur the immediate
B2
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risks of revolt than to endure the lingering annoyances
and real dangers of suspicion. Under such circum-
stances, a thougand unforeseen accidents might occur
to blow the smouldering embers of intrigue and faction
into a flame.

Nor was it only in the court and in the camp that
dangers were to be apprehended. The Empire was far
from being yet consolidated, when Bdber died. It was
only five years since that able prince had entered India ;
and, during that period, his life had been too busily em-
ployed, in military expeditions, to admit of his devoting
the needful time to settling the details of the internal
administration of the kingdoms that he had conquered.
He had entered the country as a stranger and a spoiler;
he had defeated the armies and broken the power of
the reigning dynasty; but the only hold which he, or
his race, yet had upon the people of India was military
force. Of the two great classes of which the popula-
tion of India was composed, the Hindus could have
little unity of feeling with their Muhammedan con-
querors. Both rellglons are, in their partlcular ways,
exclusive. The Hindus admit of no prodelytes ; regard
all strangers, even their rulers, as not only far behind
them in the road to final happiness, but as, at best,
only successful barbarians, many of whose habits they
view with disgust and abhorrence. The Musulman,
too, though cager for proselytism, is an exclusive re-
ligion, which looks with hatred or contempt on every
other, and is very unfavourable to the existence of
much sympathy between the believing lord and the
infidel subject ; especially where that subject adds to
his other crimes that of idolatry. DBut the difficulty
was not less, even with the old Muhammedans. Indis,
for centuries, had been governed by Muhammedan
dynasties of foreign descent. The last of these had
been the Afghdn; and chiefs of that race, with their
followers, were scattered all over the kingdom, and

hcld the most important offices and the most valuable

/
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jagirs. These they considered as their birth-right;
and they were indignant that so noble a prize, so long
enjoyed as an inheritance, should be wrested from theimn.
Though repeatedly defeated in the field, they were still
numerous and powerful, ripe for revolt, and ready on
the first signal to fly to arms, in what was a personal as
well as a national cause. They had also the advantage
of possessing a rallying point. The cause of Sultan
Mahmid Lodi, the brother and successor of the late
Sultan Ibrahim, was still supported by Baban and
Bayezid, the old heads of the Afghdn nobility; who,
though lately driven into the recesses of the eastern
provinces and of Behdr, were only waiting for a fit
opportunity to return, and re-occupy the kingdom from
which they had been expelled; and their countryman
Shir Khan, one of the ablest men of the age, had al-
ready taken up arms in Behar and Bengal, about the
close of Baber’s reign.

Of the princes and states beyond the limits of the
Empire, the King of Bengal was friendly to the Afghdns
and had given protection to Sultan Mahmid Lodi,
whose daughter he afterwards married. The Réjputs,

CIUIAD. I

A.n, 1530,

Foreign
relations,

’
e T

though stunned by their late discomfiture, were power- * ..

ful still; and, though the kingdom of Mélwa at that
moment possessed little strength,—being in a state of
deplorable confusion from the intestine factions that
had long torn it to pieces, and made it a prey to its
neighbours, — yet, in Gujrét, Behdder Shah was fast
rising into power, had added to his territories on every
side, and, from the mere extension of his conquests, was
likely soon to come into direct collision with the Em-
peror of Delhi.*

At such a crisis, the personal character of the prince
was a matter of deep importance. If we remove the
glare of eulogy thrown over the actions of all Asiatic

# Abulfazl, in the Akbernima; Béber’s Memoirs, passim.
Tarikh-e Khafi Khan; Ferishta;
B3
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sovereigns by the historians who wrote in their own
time, or in that of their immediate descendants, we
shall find that Huméyun, though a prince of lively
parts and elegant accomplishments, brave, and on the
whole of a humane temper, was volatile, fond of plea-
sure, and deficient in those enlarged views so necessary
for conducting the affairs of an extensive Empire; as
well as in that decision and spirit of command, without
which no prince can secure the respect and confidence
of his subjects.

One of Humdyun’s first acts was to assign jigirs to be
held by his brothers. Kémrdn he confirmed in the
kingdoms of Kdbul and Kandahér, which seem to have
been bestowed on him by his father. To Askeri Mirza
he allotted the province of Sambhal; and that of Alwar
or Mewdt to Hindal Mirza. He confirmed his cousin
Suleimén Mirza in the government of the little kingdom
of Badakhshdn. His nobles, and the army, he con-
ciliated, as is usual with Asiatic princes at the com-
mencement of a new reign, by conferring on them
titles, khildts, and other marks of honour, and by mu-
nificént largesses. - Aot donabion, yegf

But the want of union among the brothers was not
long of showing itself. No sooner did Kdmrdn, who
was at Kdbul, hear of his father’s death, than, disdaining
the ample dominions he had enjoyed under his father,
and in the possession of which his brother had consented
to confirm him, he consigned Kandahdr to Askeri, col-
lected an army, and, in the true spirit of brotherhood
among Asiatic princes, marched for Hindustin; under
pretence of cong'ratulating Humédyun on his accession,
but in reality to try the strength of his sword, and to
see whether his own good fortune might not raise him
to the throne of Delhi itself. Humdyun, alarmed at
the news of his motions, and harassed by the dangers
that surrounded him, despatched an envoy to meet the
Mirza, and to announce to him his intention of adding

4 | PR s
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the countries of Peshdwer and Lamghén to the terri-
tories which he already enjoyed. But Kdmran's views
were too extensive to be satisfied even with that con-
cession. He crossed the Indus; and, having traversed
the greater part of the Penjib, drew near to Lahir, the
capital.

There he found that Mir Yinis Ali, who had been
the governor under Bdber, was faithful to his trust, and
adhered to Humdyun. To have bestowed the time
necessary for reducing the capital of the Penjib by
regular military operations, might have been fatal to
his enterprise. To gain possession of it without delay
therefore, Kdmrdn resorted to stratagem. Having ar-
ranged his plan, he one night affected to be violently
offended with Kerdcha Beg, one of his chief Amirs, and

publicly, in the Derbér, reviled him in the most harsh *

and unmeasured terms. Next night the Beg fled from
the camp with all his followers, and sought refuge in
Lahtr. In those days of versatile and unstable alle-
giance, such a defection had in it nothing uncommon.

Mir Ytdnis Ali, delighted to have gained & man of so-

much consequence, went out of the city with an hono-
rary procession to meet and welcome him. He after-
wards treated the Beg not merely as a political, but as
a personal, friend; gave him constant invitations to
partake of the hospitality of his table,and made several
social and friendly parties for his amusement. Kerdcha
Beg coolly watched his time; till, one night, after a

7
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convivial entertainment at the Mir’s palace, where, in - -: -
consequence of the lateness of the hour, the soldiers had -+ « *

been allowed to go home to their quarters, he seized
his opportunity, perfidiously took his host into custody,
got possession of one of the gates, and despatched mes-
sengers to Kamran to announce his success. The Mirza,
who had been waiting with much anxiety, no sooner
learned the result of the stratagem, than he hastened

to the gate with a strong forcc and entered Lahir
B4
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without resistance. Mir Yunis Ali was then relieved
from custody, and Kamrén, who wished to give the
whole proceeding the air, not of a conquest, but of an
ordinary assumption of the government, apologising to
Yinis Ali for the violence he unwillingly employed,
asked him to enter his service, and to retain the office
he had held. This the Mir declined, and was allowed
to leave the city and to join Humdyun.

After this first success, Kdmrén took possession of
all the neighbouring provinces; so that, in a short time,
the whole of the Penjdb, as far as the Sutlej, acknow-
ledged his authority.

Still, however, as if nothing uncommon had occurred,
and as if he had been acting all along like a faithful
subject, he continued, by his ambassadors, to assure
Humayun of his attachment and fidelity; and, at the
same time, petitioned, in the humblest terms, to be al-
lowed to hold the territory of which he had thus become
possessed. The Emperor, who, before these trans-
actions were brought to a conclusion, had become in-
volved in troubles and difficulties on every hand, af-
fected to accede cheerfully to a request, which he could
not without danger refuse. He signified his assent;
and, to save appearances, ascribed his large concessions
to the ties of kindred which united them, and the wishes
expressed by their late father. After some delay, a
firmédn was accordingly issued, bestowing on Kédmrén
the government of Kdbul, Kandahdr, and the Penjéb; a
grant which exalted that prince to the possession of
dominions and power nearly equal to his own. K4m-
rén, who had a turn for poetry, delighted with the
success of his schemes of ambition, in the fulness of his
joy, addressed several odes to Humdyun, in which he
exhausted all the powers of song to express his gratitude.
The Emperor, either flattered by his high-flown praises,
or to gain time and to confirm him in his pacific dispo-
sitions, farther rewarded the royal poet by bestowing
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on him, what seems a most imprudent grant, the rich cuar.1.
province of Hissdr-Firéza; an acquisition the more ac-
ceptable to the Mirza as it lay nearly on the high road
between his possessions in the Penjab and Delhi. Each
probably attempted to deceive the other. At all events,
a friendship founded on such a basis could be neither
sincere nor lasting. These transactions with Kémrén®,

which occupied a considerable part of two years, have a.». 1531
been recorded in this place, to avoid interrupting the ~*
future course of the narrative.

Before his relations with Kdmrdn began to bear a
threatening aspect, Humdyun, about five or six months
after his accession, had set out to besiege the strong
fort of Kalinjer, in Bandélkandt, the possession of
which was necessary at once to strengthen his frontier,
and to open an easier communication between Malwa
and his dominions on the Jamna and the Ganges.
The Raja of Kalinjer was probably in the interest of
the Afghdns. When Humdyun had blockaded the fort
about a month, and had made some progress in his
advances, he was alarmed by the information that Sul-
tan Mahmud Lodi, supported by Biban Khan Jilwéni
and Sheikh Bayezid, the most eminent leaders of the
Afghéns, had again invaded the provinces east of the
Ganges, had taken Judnpir, and was overrunning the
country in great force. Eager to meet the invaders,
he proposed a treaty to the Raja of Kalinjer, who
‘gladly gave a large sum of money to hasten his retreat.}

Humdyun, on leaving Kalinjer, directed his course
to the eastward, crossed the Ganges, and reached the

A,D. 1531,

A.u, 937

Campaign
against
Kalinjer,
A. H. 937.
Shawal or
Zilkader,
A.p. 1531,
May or
June.

And to the
Eastward.

# Akberndma, f.35—37.; Khafi
Khan, Some specimens of Kdmran’s
verses may be found in the Akber-
néma, f. 37.

t The siege of Kalinjer, accord-
ing to the Akbernima, occurred in
a. H. 987 ; according to Ferishta,
A.H. 988. As Huméiyun seems to
have left Agra in the last months of

037, had afterwards to march to
Bandélkand, and lay a month before
the fort, he must have raised the
siege in A.A. 938.

1 Akbernéma ; Tabakat-i-Akberi,
f.173,174.; Kholaset-ul-Towarikh,
f. 255.; Khafi Khan; Abulfazl,
f. 35, says twelve méns of gold and
other valuable considerations.
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town of Doura, when he was met by the Afghdns in

an1s31.a. great force. A battle ensued, in which Sheikh Bayezid

Huméyun
returns to
Agra,

A. H. 938,
Jemadi L
9.
A.D. 1531,
Dec. 19,

Campaign
against
Chunér.

A. H, 938,
4.0, 1532,

was slain, and Sultan Mahmid and his Afghins com-
pletely dispersed, as his friends affirmed, by the trea-
chery of Shir Khan. Mahmiid was soon after expelled
from the province of Judnpir, and fled to Patna and
Bengal, whence he never returned, and where he died
a natural death.*

The Emperor, baving defeated this invasion, settled
the country, and reinstated Sultan Juneid Birlds as
his lieutenant in the government, returned to Agra,
where, on the anniversary of his accession, he gave a
grand entertainment, in the course of which, besides
rich presents and other gratifications to his nobles, in
elephants, jewels, &c., he is said to have distributed
among the officers of his court and army no less than
twelve thousand khiléts, or honorary dresses, two thou-
sand of which were richly embroidered and ornamented
with precious stones.f

The most important object of policy for the Em-
peror of Delhi at this moment, next to that of crushing
the seeds of rebellion in his own family and court, was
undoubtedly to break in pieces the power still pos-
sessed by the Afghdns throughout India, and to become
master, if possible, of the course of the Ganges. To
secure these objects, the Emperor soon afterwards
again took the field, and marched towards the fort of
Chunér, in the province of Behir, a place of extra-
ordinary strength, and onme of the most important
positions on that river. It was now held by the cele-
brated Shir Khan, who, since the defeat and flight of
Sultan Mahmdd Lodi, had risen to the first distinction

* Kholaset-ul-Towéarikh, f. 255. on theriver Sini,” probably an error
In the translation of Jouher, the of the transcriber for Gumti. No
battle is said to have been fought on  date is given, nor are Kalinjer or
the banks of the Goompty. Mem. Juénpir mentioned.
of Huméyun, p. 3. In the original, 1+ Tabakét-i-Akberi, f. 144. ; Fe-
it is said to have been at ¢ Daurch rishta, ii. 72.
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among the Afghdns. Formerly it had belonged to
Sultan Ibréhim, but soon after his defeat and death
had submitted to Bédber, as we have seen, and, by a
series of events to be afterwards mentioned, had very
recently passed into the hands of its present master.
Hum4yun, desirous both to possess the fort and to
humble the owner, had sent a large force in advance
to invest it, and now himself followed and laid close
siege to it, at the head of a formidable army. At his
approach, Shir Khan, leaving his son, Jilal Khan, in
the fortress with a strong garrison of trusty adherents,
retired to the higher grounds, and hovered round the
imperial camp, for the double purpose of harassing
it and of succouring the besieged. After the blockade
had lasted three or four months, Humdyun, who, for-
tunately for the Afghin chiefs, was surrounded by
enemies, received intelligence, with some alarm, of the
rapid progress made by Behdder Shah, the King of
Gujrét, in Malwa and Nagér. Shir Khan, seizing the
favourable moment, sent ambassadors to the Emperor
to sue for peace, to express the Khan's gratitude to
the Emperor and his illustrious father, by whose pa-
tronage he had attained his present rank; to make
professions of submission, and such offers as, while
they saved the dignity of the sovereign, left the Khan
in possession of his stronghold. Huméyun, little dis-
posed to protract a siege which might be drawn out
to a very inconvenient length, and had already inter-
fered with most important objects, concluded a capitu-
lation with Shir Khan, who was perfectly willing to
make ample promises, flattering himself, that when
the imperial troops were withdrawn, it would cost him
nothing to act as he pleased, and to pursue his own
policy, unfettered by any flimsy treaty that had been
forced upon him. A peace was, therefore, concluded,
by the terms of which he agreed, that his son, Kutb
Khan, should join the Emperor’s army, with a body
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of Afghéns; and the young prince, accordingly, along
with Isa Khan Hijéb Sirwéni, his vizier, did wait upon
Huméyun, and accompany him on his march into
Gujrét. While there, Shir Khan having found the
time favourable for revolt, and Humdyun being busy
reducing that province, Kutb Khan contrived to make
his escape, and rejoined his father.*

On relinquishing the siege of Chundr, Humdyun
returned to Agra, where he gave audience to an em-
bassy that Behdder Shah had sent, for the purpose of
quieting any apprehensions which he might entertain
in consequence of the rapid progress that prince was
making in Malwa, and in the Rdjput territories. This
mission he received with much pleasure, as circum-
stances rendered it important that his declared enemies
should be as few as possible. He dismissed the ambas-
sadors with every mark of distinction, and with as-
surances of his own pacific intentions, and turned
himself to averting the dangers which threatened him
in his own court and in the heart of his dominions.

The Emperor had long entertained a jealousy of
Muhammed Zemén Mirza’s ambitious projects, and now
resolved to take away from him all means of carrying
them into execution. It has been mentioned that he
was the son of Badi-ez-zemdn Mirza, and grandson of
the famous Sultan Husein Mirza Baihra, of Khordsén.
After his father’s kingdom had passed into the hands
of the Uzbeks, he had resided at the court of Béber,
with whom he is said to have been a particular
favourite, and had married one of his daughters. He

Abul-

* Akbernima, f. 42.; Ferishta,
ii. pp. 110—118. ; Jouher, c. 2.;
Tar. Khafi Khan; Tabakat-i-Ak-
beri, f. 174.; Tar. Nizémi, f, 218.;
Nisabnidma Afgh. f. 88.; Tar. Bed.
f. 147. The Tabakat, Nisibnama,
Ferishta, Khifi Khan, and the
original text of Jouher, call this

young prince Kutb Khan.
fazl calls him Abdal Reshid; and is
followed in the translation of Jouher.
The Kholaset-ul-Towarikh, f. 275.,
solves the mystery, calling him
“ Kutb Khan, generally known as
Abdal-Reshid.”
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had been honoured with the most important commands.
Many of the northern Chaghatai chiefs, who formed
the Emperor’s great strength, had much influence in
his court and filled the chief offices in the country,
were attached to this prince. We have seen that, in
the late reign, he held the government of Behar. The
events that preceded his imprisonment are not known
with much certainty. Abulfazl affirms, that he formed
a party and carried on intrigues in conjunction with
his cousin, Muhammed Sultan Mirza, also a grandson
of Sultan Husein Mirza, but by a daughter, as well as
with Muhammed’s son, Ulugh Mirza, with whom at
this crisis he rose in rebellion a second time, after
having been once pardoned ; that, to check this revolt,
Hum4yun led an army down the Ganges, and, when
opposite to Bhujpir, sent a strong detachment across
to the right bank of the river, under the command of
his cousin, Y4dgdr Nésir Mirza, who defeated the
rebels, and made Muhammed Zemén, Muhammed Sul-
tan, and W4li Khub Mirza, prisoners.* The narrative
of other historians makes it more probable that the
Emperor, acting on his belief or suspicion of their
treasonable designs, had arrested the first of these
princes, in his government of Behdr, by means of an
armed force, before any rising took place, and after-
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doned, and sent under the custody of Yadgdr Taghdi
Beg to be imprisoned in Bidna ; but he had not been
long there before he wrought upon his keeper not only
to allow him to escape, but to accompany him in his
flight. He reached the court of Behdder Shah, where
he was well received. Muhammed Sultan Mirza, with
his sons, Ulugh and Shah Mirzas, when thrown into
prison, were ordered to be blinded by the fire-pencil,

* Akbernama, f. 36.
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Book 1v. that so an end might be put to .their public life ; but,
from the indulgence of the operator, it was so lightly
applied that the structure of their eyes remained un-
impaired. They, too, effected their escape from prison,
about the same time, and hastened to Kanawj, where
Muhammed Sultan soon saw himself at the head of a
respectable army of six thousand men,— Chaghatdis,
Afghdns, and Réjpits.*
of  While Humdyun was occupied at home in dreamy
speculations of false science, and by dangers within

A.p, 1534.

Progress
Behfider
Shah,

Ao e and without his court, which he found it difficult to
... avert, the King of Gujrdt was pursuing his victorious
* career. So decisive were the advantages which he

gained over the Rdna of Cheitiir, whom, after over-
running Malwa, he now attacked in his own dominions,
that he was emboldened to advance and lay siege to
Cheitur itself, the capital of the R4jpit. The Réna, in
his distress, despatched an envoy to ask succour from
Humdyun, who could not see with indifference the
rapid progress of a rival rendered more odious to him
by the protection which he ostentatiously afforded to

the refugees from Delhi.

Humdyun, thus invited,

moved forward with a considerable army, as far as

Gualidr; as if to assist the Rdna.

* Briggs's Ferishta, ii. p. 78.;
Khafi Khan, f. 40.; Tabakat-i-Ak-
beri, f. 145. Abulfazl and Ferishta
do not mention that Muhammed
Zeman was ordered to be blinded ;
which the author of the Tabakat-i-
Akberi, and of the Tarikh-i-Be-
dfuni do. The former says, that
they did not injure the organisation
of the iris of his eye, so that he soon
recovered his sight (f. 145.) ; and
is followed by the Kholaset-ul-To-
warikh, f. 255. There were two
modes at that time employed in
blinding princes, who were the ob-
jects of jealousy. By the one, the

There be encamped

eye itself was cut with a lancet:
by the other, a heated plate, or some-
times a heated pencil of brass or
iron was applied to it, till the sight
was destroyed. The latter was often
preferred in the case of princes,
since, the form of the eyeball not
being destroyed, the appearance of
the countenance was less injured.
There is some disagreement among
historians as to the chronology of
these events. I have followed the
leading authorities in the way that
seems to me best fitted to reconcile
this difference.
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for about two months, and despatched an ambassador
to Behdder, to demand that he should desist from his
enterprise against Cheitiir; and, at the same time, de-
liver up the traitors who had fled from the Emperor’s
dominions. Neither demand was complied with; and
the Emperor, with some loss of reputation, soon after
decamped, being compelled by the necessity of his
affairs to march toward Juénpir and the Behdr pro-
vinces, to repress new disturbances which had arisen in
that quarter. The Rdna, upon this, despairing of any
effectual assistance, was glad to purchase the temporary
retreat of Behdder Shah, by consenting to pay a large
sum of money, and by sending him as a propitiatory
offering, a celebrated crown and belt adorned with
jewels of immense value *, and other costly presents.
Hum4yun determined to employ the interval of quiet,
which this pacification promised to afford, in putting
an end to the perpetual invasions and insurrections of
the Afghdns of Behar, and in punishing his own rebel-

® These are said to have been
the crown and regalia which Sultan
Mahmud of Malwa carried off from
the tent of Kutb-Shah of Gujrit
(a. B. 856, Sefer 1, a.n. 1452,
Feb. 23), and which fell into the
hands of Rina Sanga of Cheitir,
on the defeat of Sultan Mahmud II.
of Malwa, about aA. m. 925 (4. D.
1519). Ferishta, iv. pp. 39. 263.
It will be afterwards seen that, from
Behider Shah, they were said to
have passed to Soliman the Mag-
nificent, Emperor of Constantinople.

There seems some difficulty, how-
ever, in the transmission of these
regalia. “ When Réna Singa de-
-feated Sultan Mahmid, and made
him prisoner,’” says Baber, (Mem.
p. 385.), “ the Sultan had on a
splendid crown-cap and golden
girdle, which fell into the hands of
the pagan, who, when he set Sultan
Mahmid at liberty, retained them.

They were now with Bikermajit.
His elder brother, Ruttonsi, who
had succeeded his father as Rana,
and who was now in possession of
Cheitir, had sent to desire his
younger brother to deliver them up
to him, which he refused to do. By
the envoys, who came from him to
wait on me, he now sent me” (Qy.
tendered ?) ¢ this crown and golden
girdle, and asked Biéna in exchange
for Rantambér,” &ec. We nowhere
hear of their being regained from
Biber or his successor. Yet the
Mirit-e Ahmedi, agreeing with or
following Ferishta, makes Biker-
majit’s mother give thisvery ¢ waist-
band and jewelled crown, which
had been captured from Mahmid
Khilji I., of Malwa, when the Réna
defeated him ” to Behdder Shah, to
induce him to raise the siege. Bird’s
transl. p. 244.
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lious nobles. For this purpose, having collected a large
army, he once more marched from Agra, and had
reached Kindr, in the district of Kalpi, on the Jamna,
when his progress was arrested by the intelligence that
Behdder Shah had again laid siege to Cheitir; and
that, supported by him, Tétdr Khan, the son of Sultan
Al4-ed-din Lodi, the uncle and rival of the late Sultan
Ibréhim Lodi, was advancing, at the head of a formidable
army, to assert his father’s claim to the throne of Delhi
itself. He hastened back to Agra, and took immediate
measures for repelling the aggression, and for hurling
back the danger on the head of Behdder Shah *, whose
success seemed now to threaten ruin to the house of
Taimtr. But, as Malwa and Gujrdt are soon to be-
come the scene of important operations, it becomes
necessary to interrupt for a while the course of the
narrative, in order to give some idea of the political
state of these countries at this period.

* Tabakat-i-Akberi, f. 145.; Fe- f. 85—37. does not mention the two
rishta, ii. 72—74. The Akbernima, months’ encampment at Guali4r,
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CHAPTER II.

AFFAIRS OF GUJRAT AND MALWA.

SECTION 1.

EARLY HISTORY OF THOSE KINGDOMS. — PROGRESS OF
BEHADER SHAH.

DISRUPTION OF THE EMPIRE UNDER SULTAN MUHAMMED TOGHLAK.
— KINGDOM OF GUJRAT.— KINGDOM OF MALWA.— PROSPERITY OF
GUJRAT — 1TS IMPORTANCE. — STATE OF '‘MALWA. — POSITION OF
THE EARLY MUSULMANS IN INDIA. — PRINCES OF MALWA. —
MAHMUD II. — INTRIGUES OF MOHAFEZ KHAN. — INTERPOSITION OF
MEDINI RAO. — RAJPUT LEAGUE, AT THE COURT OF MALWA.—
KINGS OF DELHI AND GUJRAT INTERFERE.—DEFENSIVE MEASURES
OF MEDINI RAO. — THE RAJPUTS ALL-POWERFUL IN MALWA.—
MAHMGD ATTEMPTS THEIR DISMISSAL—I8 DISCOMFITED — ESCAPES
TO GUJRAT — HIS RESTORATION. — EXPEDITION AGAINST THE RE-
FRACTORY RAJPUTS, AND DEFEAT.— DISMEMBERMENT OF MALWA.
— BEHADER SHAH IN GUJRAT. — RANA RUTTONSI AND BEHADER
SHAH IN MALWA.—M{NDU TAKEN.— BEHADER SHAH PROCLAIMED
KING. — PARTITION OF MALWA.— CAPTURE OF BILAH-ED-DIN BY
BEHADER. — CATASTROPHE OF RAISEN. — FURTHER SUCOESSES OF
BEHADER SHAH.

TrE kingdoms both of Malwa and Gujrét, at a former
period, nearly a century and a half before the time of
Huméyun, had been included in the kingdom of Delhi.
About the close of the fourteenth century, on the de-
cline of the Toghlak dynasty, when the empire fell to
pieces, many of the provinces, and among others Gujrat
and Malwa, became independent sovereignties. The
insane violence and brutal cruelty of Sultan Muhammed
VOL. II. c
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Book IV. Toghlak of Delhi had spread universal alarm over his
—  dominions. Having, by his profusion, exhausted the
treasury, he imposed taxes beyond what his subjects
could bear. He rigidly enforced them; and the land-
holders and peasantry, to escape from his tyranny, fled
to the woods and wastes. He tampered with the coin;
and the distress and ruin, which in all circumstances
follow an injudicious meddling with the currency, were
soon experienced. He attempted to remove the popu-
lation and city of Delhi to Doulatibdd in the Dekhan;
and thousands of the wretched inhabitants perished on
the road and after their arrival, of fatigue, want and
misery in every shape. Famine, civil war, robbery,
murder, and anarchy, all over his dominions, marked
the close of his reign. Driven to desperation by mis-
government, each district and province was forced to
provide separately for its own safety; so that, from
the mere necessity of substituting some kind of govern-
ment for the misrule and rapine that prevailed, several
new dynasties arose in the principal provinces of the
empire.
Kinglomof ~ The nobleman who at that crisis rose to be King of
Sures,  Gujrdt was Mozeffer Khan. His origin is uncertain.
a0.1391. While some describe him as having been the son of a
low spirit-distiller, or water-carrier; others, with more
probability, represent him as the son of a Hindu chief
converted to Muhammedanism.* The menial office,
which he is said to have filled in the palace, argues
little; as men of rank in all countries have been eager
to fill offices nominally menial, about the person of the
sovereign ; and Béber f, a judicious and careful reader
of history, describes the employment to have been that
of cup-bearer. The disorders which at that period per-
vaded India, and the consequent confusion and indis-
tinctness in the narrative of the historians of the time,

* Ferishta, vol. iv. p. 3. t Mem. p. 811,
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leave us rather uncertain as to the extent of Gujrat,
when its governor assumed the symbols of royalty. His
capital was Nehrwdla or Patan; but what now forms
the southern part of the province did not then belong
to it. The new King, however, an active and able man,
speedily compelled the various Rajas of Kattiawér, and
the western peninsula, to acknowledge his authority,
and to pay tribute. He, likewise, turned his arms
against the Raja of Eder, and expelled him from his
dominions.

Emboldened by this success, he ventured at a future
time to invade Malwa. That country had also re-
cently undergone a revolution, similar to what had oc-
curred in Gujrdt, and from the same causes. Dildwer
Khan, a Ghiri Afghén, from governor had become
king ; and his son Hosheng now reigned. A strong
party, however, opposed his government, and called in
to their assistance Mozeffer Shah of Gujrét, who readily
marched to their aid. The hostile armies met near
the ancient town of Dhér in Malwa; and, after a des-
perate battle, in which Mozeffer was wounded and
Hosheng unhorsed, victory declared for the invader;
and Hosheng was forced to take refuge in Dhér, where
he was besieged, and soon after compelled to surrender.
Mozeffer, leaving a part of his army in Malwa, to retain
it in subjection, returned with his prisoner to Gujrét.
But he had hardly turned his back on his new conquest,
when, the officers whom he had left in command having
made some burdensome exactions on the inhabitants,
the party that had called him in, who wanted an ally
not a master, rose and expelled his troops, setting up a
king of their own. This change of affairs induced him
to release Sultan Hosheng from confinement, and to
send him, accompanied by a strong force, to a