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P R E F A C L

gular and elegant in its formation, curious and intereft-

ing in the fubjects of its Compofitions, and always
abounding in the chara&eriftic beauties of the Eaftern Idiom,
This language and the literature of Perfia were not lcft behind
at the introduétion of Oriental Learning into Europe; and
they have fince infinuated themfelves into our libraries in com-
pany with, "and under the fanction of, the nfter Dialect of Ara-
bia. Whether the larger portion of curious, ufeful, and inter-
cfting information be contained in the Arabic, or Perfian au-
thors, I thall not here venture to determine. Yet I will not
fcruple to affert, that much elegant amufement, and what is of
more importance, much valuable knowledge, and fuch as the
Public would receive with avidity, remains buried in the un-
tranflated Manufcripts of the latter of thefe languages.

’ I \HE Language of Perfia is copious in its vocabulary, re-

Tue Perfian Poetry pofiefles a native Genius, and an ele-
gance of Fancy peculiar to itfelf. It always produces the beau-
tiful, and is not unfuccefsful when it aims at the fublime: of
which the Heroic Compofition of Firdou/i is a fhining inftance.
This extraordinary work is ftiled Sbaak Naumeb, or the Hiftory
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of Kings, and confifts of fixty thoufand Diftichs. Tt is writ-
ten with the utmolt purity of the Perfian language ; and f(uch
is the elegance, energy, and [pirit, of this beautiful Poem, that
if it may not be ranked with the Compofitions of Homer, of
Virgil, and of Milton, it is fhill fuperior to the Works of: any
other Heroic Poet of any age, or country whatever. This
writer, however, claims no precedence of the moral Saed: in
elegance and purity of language. The Works of this Poct are
comprized in fixteen books, making one large volume in jfolo,
and are univerfally admired throughout the Eaft. Two only of
thefe excellent Compofitions, the Boferaun and the Guljflaun,
are known to Europeans ; and, excepting a beautiful MS. con-
taining the whole of his Works, now in the poffeflion of WiL-
r1am Davy, Elg; (of Gloucefler) 1 believe the remaining
books are not to be found in Europe. Among the celebrated
Poetical Compofitions of the Perfians, may alfo be numbered
the works of Kbaukaunt, faumi ¥, Arrufi, Hayfiz, and Niz-
zaumi. There are many others not inferior to the preceding :
yet whatever be the acknowledged merits of thefe Perfian
Pocts, they are fully equalied by thofe of the Perfian Hiftorians;
whofe works in point of Authenticity may vie with the moft
admired narratives of Weftern Hiftory; and which, if tran-
flated into the languages of Euwrope, would open new fources

of Information, and probably remove fome obftrutions from
the oMd.

It is further to be obferved, that in the Perfian there are to
be found many valuable Tranflations from the Tartarian, and
other Oriental languages, highly worthy the attention of the
Learned in Europe. The following Specimen, if I am not
mifled by the prejudices of a Tranflator, will tend to eftablith
the above affertion. The ineftimable work, from which it is
taken, has not hitherto made its appearance in an European

® See a fhort Specimen of this Poet at the conclufien of the Specimen of the Infli-

tutes.
drefs.
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drefs. The illuftrious name of TiMour (or TAMERLANE) is
well known to the inhabitants of Europe. The Hiftory of his
extraordinary altions has employed the pens of many celebrated
Oriental writers; and the producion of one of them * has
been tranflated into the French language : but the Hiftory of
Timour, as written by himfelf, is fill unknown to the inhabi-
tants of the Weft. To this Hiftory the Royal Author added
a Code of Inftitutes; a copy of which, and, 1 believe, the unly
one in Europe, is now in the poflcffion of Dr. HunTER, Phy-
fician extraurdinary to the Qurcw; who, in granting me the
perufal of it at Oxford, has given one more proof of that ar-
dent love for the intereft of Letters, which He has difplayed in
many more important inftances, by the unremitted fludies of
His whole life, and by the munificent application of an ample
fortune.

IT would be an act of injuftice to the Work not to mention,
that the Specimen here exhibited, begins with the firft page,
and ends at the feventh, without omiflion, addition, or altera-
tion ; and is by no means felecled with any difingenuous defign
of imprefling the Reader with a more favourable idea, than
what its whole contexture will fupport. 1 think I may venture
to affirm, that nothing is wanting to render it the object of ad-
miration to the curious and the learned, but the pofitive con-
viction of its authenticity ; for the defence of which, I fhail
fubjoin a Letter I have lately received from my worthy Friend,
Mr. Davy. His perfe&t knowledge of the Language, inti-
macy with Oriental authors, and former acquaintance with
many of the Learned in Hindoftan, render him a very compe-
tent judge of the fubject; and the arguments which he has ad-
duced will, I prefume, be confidered as highly fatisfaCtory by
the European Critic. I fhall conclude with obferving, that the
Verfion is ftritly literal ; and that it is propofed to finith the
whole Tranflation hercafter, if the prefent Specimen f{hould
meet with approbation.

Wadbam Coll. Nov. 16. 1779. J, Ww.
* Alli Yezxudi,
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Gloucefler, Q. 24. 1779.
“My coop FriEND,

HAV E received your favour of the 2oth inftant, and with
molt heartily that my ability to comply with your requeft
was equal to my inclination.

““ You apply to me for external evidence to eftablith the Au-
thenticity of TimMouRr’s Inftitutes: it is by no means an eafy
tatk to perform ; fuch reafons, however, as have led me to
believe them genuine, I fhall freely communicate. How far
they may tend to remove the doubts of unbelieving Critics, 1
cannot pretend to fay ; poffibly, in the opinions of fuch Gen-
tlemen, they may only ferve 1o eftablith my own credulity : be
that as it may, I (hall fet out with declaring to you, that I can-
not produce any Aflerical proofs of the Authenticity of thefe
Inftitutes.

“ Tu e only Hiftories of Timour, which I have read (that
written by himfelf excepted,) are thofe of Shurruf u'deen Al
Yezzudi and Mirkhond : the latter is in the Rowzut ul Suffau.
True it is that neither of thefe authors, to the beft of my re-
membrance, take any notice of the Inftitutes, or of the Hif-
tory (or Commentaries) of Timour, faid to be written by him-
felf. (Al Yezzudi fays, that Timour was always attended by
feveral learned and able men, whofe fole employment was to
keep a fort of hiftorical Journals of all Tranfactions as they

occurred, both military and civil ; that they were dire@ed to
B 2 adhere
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adhere minutely to the truth in their relations of the moft tri-
fling fats, and that they were ftill more particularly enjoined
to obferve the firiCteft impartiality in their narratives of the
conduc and actions of the Emperor himfelf. Thefe hiftorical
Journals, if they may be fo called, were, from time to time,
read in his prefence, in the prefence of his Minifters and Offi-
cers, and of the learned : they were compared with and cor-
reted by each other, by the Emperor bimf(clf, and by fuch of
his people as had a perfonal knowledge of the Tranfactions
therein related. It muft be allowed, that this was no bad way
of colleéting authentic materials for the hiftory of a mighty
Emperor, governing a mighty Empire ; if he took care to en-
force his commands by proving himfelf fuperior to flattery, and
by an encouragement of that truth and impartiality, which he
fo ftrictly enjoined. From thefe materials, fome of which
were in profe, fome in verfe, fome in the Turki (or Mogul)
language, fome in the Perfian, Al Yexzudi afterwards com-
piled the Hiftory of the Reign and Conquefts of Timour, as
he himfelf declares : and with the affiftance of thefe very ma-
terials, it is concluded that Timour wrote fhat voluminous and
valuable Hiftory of his own Life, to which he added his Infti-
tutes.)How it came to pafs that that Hiftory and thofe Inftitutes
were not taken notice of either by Al Yezzudi, or Mirkbond,
it it impoffible, at this diftance of time, to tell ; but though
the caufe cannot with certainty be pointed out, there is room
for many plaufible conje@ures. The hiftorical Journals before
' mentioned were numerous, and they were public alfo; the
great and the learned had free accefs to them; many copies
of them were taken, and, with the originals, handed down to
pofterity :(th: Life of Timour, and his Inftitutes, on the con-
trary, was a private work, compofed by himfelf, with the
afliftance which thofe materials afforded him. This work .the
Conqueror was led to engage in from motives to us unknown :
amufement or ambition, or both, might urge him to the.ar-
duous undertaking. Whether it was written with his own

hand,
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hand, or by a favourite and trufty amanuenfis, is uncertain ;
but which ever was the cafe, it is moft probable, that one copy
only exifted during his life-time, and poffibly for many years
afterwards : what became of that copy, during the confufions
that followed his death, is equally uncertain and open to con-
jeCture. But after all, it is no uvnreafonable fuppofition, that
fuch a work in manufcript might have exifted, though 4/
Yezzudi and Mirkbond knew nothing of the matter.) That they
were not acquainted with it, is evident: for if they had, and
thought it authentic, they would have beftowed upon it all the
applaufe which is due to the intrinfic merit of the work ; if
they had known and thought it {purious, they would have re-
fgted its authenticity. But they have done neither; they are
totally filent on the fubject : from whence we may conclade,
that they were ftrangers to the work. But it by no means fol-
lows, that fuch a work could not exift, becaufe they, or even
cotemporary authors, knew nothing about it.

v « Tae Hiltory of Timour, written by himfelf, carries with
it the ftrongeft proofs that he wrote for pofterity only; and
that he could not, in prudence, or in policy, make his work
public during his life : for it contains not only the fame accu-
rate detail of the Fa&ts and Ocecurrences of his reign, as are
found in other Authors, but it goes much farther. He gives
you that which be only had the power to give, the fecret
Springs and Motives which influenced his condu& in the #a-
rious political and military tranfaltions of his life, the arts ‘by
which he governed, as well as the power by which eonquered.
He acknowledges his weaknefles, honeftly owns his errors,
defcribes the difficulties in which he was occafionally involved
by thefe errors, and the policy by which. he furmounted and
overcame thofe difficulties. In a word, it is a complete Index
to his head and his heart; and though;. take it'all in ali, it re-
dounds to the honour of both the one and the other, yet it was
& work by na means calculated for the perufal of his enemies,

or
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or even his {ubje@s during his life; fince it would have enabled
thofe who chofe it, to combat him with his own weapons, or,
in other words, to have turned his arts and his policy againft
himfelf. Hence it is reafonable to fuppofe, that the Work in
queftion was entirely unknown during his life3) and its fubfe-
quent temporary obfcurity may, I think, be plaufibly accounted
for, by the probability of one copy only exifting at the time
of his death, by the uncertainty into whofe hands that copy
fell, and by the divifions which followed in his family after the
death of Shaakrock.

“ Abu Taulié ul Huffeint, in the Dedication of his Tranflation
to Sultaun ul Audil, fays, that in the Library of Yafr, Faukgn
of Yemmun, he met with a manufcript in the Turki, or Mogul
language, which, on infpeétion, proved to be the Hiftory of
Timour, written by himfelf; containing an account of his
Life and Actions from the feventh to the {eventy-fourth year
of his age, &c. &c. He then proceeds to give the Tranflation
of the faid Hiftory, in which are included the Inftitutes.

¢ I'T may appear remarkable that the Tranflator thould {ay fo
little, or in fa®t nothing, to prove the authenticity -of the va-
luable work, which he was about to tranflate. It has an extra-
ordinary appearance, I allow; but, I think, the following in-
ferences only can be drawn from it: either that he thought the
wark itfelf contained fufficient proofs of its own authenticity,
or that at the period when he tranflated it, it was fo well
known, as not to admit of doubt, or difpute. For my part, I
think his inattention to this point is a very ftrong, if not the
ftrongeft poffible proof, that the Hiftory and Inftitutes of

Timour are genuine.

«« AN European Critic may fay, that this fame dbu Taulib
might have wrote the work himfelf in the Perfian language,

and have impofed it upon the world as a Tranflation from the
Royal
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Royal Mogul author. This I take to be impoflible. Authors
in the Eaft neither fold their works to bookfellers, nor pub-
lithed by fubfcription, nor depended for fupport on the ap-
plaufe, the generofity, or the credulity of the public: they
were patronized by Princes,who rewarded theirlabours in propor-
tion to the value of their works. And therefore, if Abu Tauvhb
Kad been capable of writing fuch a work, he never would have
been guilty of fo dangerous and foolith an artifice, which could
tend only to diminith both his fame and his profit, The ap-
plaufe and the reward due to the Tranflator of an excellent
work, muft, whatever his merit, be inferior to thofe which are
due to the duthor of fuch a work ; if therefore he had been
mafter of abilities to write the Life and Inftitutes of Timouf,
as there written, he would have fpoke in the third perfon in-
ftead of the firft (no other alteration being neceflary,) and have
ftood forth as the author of the firft and beft Hiftory of the
Life of Timour, that ever was wrote ; for which he muft have
obtained both applaufe and profit tenfold. The fame mode of
reafoning will hold good to prove that the Turki copy ¢ould not

be wrote by any Mogul wuthor, but him to whom it is afcribed,
TIMOUR HIMSELF,

7« Tye noble fimplicity of Diction, the plain and unaderned
Egotifm that runs through the whole of the Inftitutes and
Hiftory of Timour, are peculiarities which mark their origina-
lity and their antiquity alfo.) The Orientals, for fome centuries
paft, have adopted a very different mode of writing ; the beft
of their hiftoiical works are filled with poetical and hyperboli-
cal Flowers and Flourithes, which are {fo numerous, and occur
fo frequently, that many a folis volume, weeded and pruned of
thefe fuperfluitics, would be reduced to a very moderate offavo.

« Tue only work bearing the lealt refemblance to the Life
and Inftitutes of Timour, which has fallen under my obferva-
tion, is the Hiftory (or Commentaries ) of Sw/taun Babour,

written



[ 8]

written by himfelf. Babour was defcended from Timour in
the fifth degree; he was the fon of Omer, the fon of Abu
Saeed, the fon of Mahummud, the fon of Meraun Shaah, the
fon of Timour. About eighty years elapfed between the death
of Timour and the birth of Babour. Babour in the twelfth
year of his age, and the 8ggth year of the Hejra, fat upon the
throne of his father, in the kingdom of Furgauneh. The earlier
part of his life very much refembled that of his great prede-
ceflor, Timour : and his abilities in the Field and in the Ca-
binet, his fortitude in diftrefs, his activity and courage when
furrounded with difficulties and danger, and the glory and fuc-
cefs with which his Enterprizes were finally crowned, make
the refemblance between thefe two Princes ftill more ftriking.
Like Timour, Babour wrote an accurate Hiftory of his own
Life and Actions in the Turé: language; which though by no
means equal to the admirable compofition of his renowned an-
ceftor, is a work of infinite merit. Yet this hiftory, great as
the Royal Author was, remained in ®bdcurity till the middle of
the reign of his grandfon Acbur, #hen it was tranflated into
the Perfian language by one of his Omrahs, Kbaun a Kbaunaun.
It is more difficalt to account for the temporary obfcurity of
this valuable work, than for that of Timour; for at’ the death
of Babour it muft have fallen into the hands of his fon Hu-
masoon, and on his death, into thofe of Acbur. Yet till the
middle of his reign it remained unknown and untranflated :
and if Acbur had, in the early part of his life, been driven
from his throne, if Divifions had taken place in his family,
and his pofterity had been {cattered abroad, this valuable Manu-
fcript might have fallen into private hands, and have remained
unknown for a century longer ; poffibly, have been totally loft.
No Critic, either Oriental or European, pretends to difpute the
authenticity of Babour’s Hiftory ; and, as far as I have been
able to difcover, the Learned of the Eaft confider the Inftitutes
and Hiftory of Timour as equally genuine,

“ ] was
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“ I was acquainted with feveral great and learned Men in
India, both Natives and Perfians : on perufing the works of
Timour, I was led to make the fame enquiry which you have
made, Whether they were, or were not authentic? The anfwers
I reccived were always in the affirmative, and attended with
fome tokens and expreffions of furprife, that 1 (hould, or could,
doubt their being genuine, SEAAH AuLuM, the prefent Mogul,
has a beautiful copy of the Hiftory and Inftitutes of Timour ;
which he holds in fuch efteem, and of which he is fo exceed-
ingly careful, that though he granted me the ufe of any other
book in his pofleflion, this he pofitively excepted by name, as a
work f{o rare and valuable, that he could not truft it to the care
of any perfon whatever,

¢ Urpon the whole, if the learned of the Eaft, for feveral
generations, have been induced to give implicit credit to the
Inftitutes and Hiftory of Timour, which is certainly the cafe, I
do not fee how Europeans can, with any degree of propriety,
doubt their authenticity. The Oriental Critics have the very
beft materials on which to form their opinions; our fmall ftock
of knowledge in the language, and ftill fmaller ftock of Afiatic
Hiftorians, render us very incompetent judges of the point in
queftion. There arc a great number of Oriental Manufcripts
in the libraries of the Learned ; but I am convinced, that there
are ftill many, very many, which never have found, and pofii-
bly never will find, their way into Europe; and therefore,
though no Jiffurical evidence can be produced to prove the au-
thenticity of the Works of Timour, yet no one can pretend to
fay, that fuch Aifferical Proofs do not exift. The learned of
the Eaft muft be the beft judges whether they do, or do not
merit their belief and veneration ; and they have thought pro-
per to beftow upon them both the one and the other. It is
much to be regretted, that the Life of Timour, written by
himfelf, is not to be found in Europe: if that, and the Infti-
C tutes
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tutes could be tranflated and publithed together, fuch is the ac-
curacy of the narrative, fuch the importance of the matter, and
fuch the lights that they would mwutually refle® on each other,
that it would, I conceive, be impoffible for any one to read

them, without acquiefcing in their "Authenticity from the in-
ternal Evidence alone.

Yours, moft affuredly,

WILLIAM DAVY.”
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of kingdoms; to You, my mighty defcendants, the lords

of the earth; that, trufting in Almighty God that many
of my children, defcendants, and pofterity, thall fit upon the
throne of regal authority; upon this account, having eftablifhed
Laws and Regulations for the well-governing of my dominions,
I have colle€ted together thofe Regulations and Laws as a
model _ﬁrr others : to the end, that cvery one of my children,
defcendants, and pofterity, acting agreeably thereto, my power
and empire, which I acquired through dangers, difficulties, and
Bloodthed ; "by the Divine favour, by the influence of the Hoiy
Religion of Mahummud * (God’s peace be upon him,) and
with the afliftance of the powerful defcendants and illuftrious
followers of that Prophet, may be by them preferved. That
they may act conformably to thefe Regulations in the govern-
ment of their Empire, and by fo doing, that the glory and
power which fhall defcend from me to them, may be fecured
from difcord and diffolution.

BE it known to You, my fortunate Sons, the conquerors

® In writing the name of the Arabian Law-giver {as well as all other names of Per-
fons and Places introduced in this Publication) I have adopted the Orthography of
Mr. Davy ; whofe accuracy of pronuncistion was well known in the Eaft.

Now
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Now therefore be it known to my fons, the fortunate, thg
moft illuftrious conquerors, the mighty fubduers of kingdoms ;
that in like manner as I by twelve Maxims ¥, which I eftab-
lithed as the rules of my condu@, attained to regal dignity ;
and with the affiftance of thefe Maxims conquered and go-
verned kingdoms, and decorated and adorned the throne of my
Empire; fo they by the practice of thefe Inftrutions, may pre«
ferve the fplendor of mine and their dominions.

Amonc the various rules which I eftablithed for the fupport
of my glory and empire, the FirsT was this---That I promoted
the Worthip of Almighty God, and propagated the Religion of
the facred Mahummud throughout the world; and at all times,
and in all places, fupported the true Faith.

SEconpLy, With the affiftance of twelve claflfes of men I
conquered and governed kingdoms; with them I ftrengthened
the pillars of my fortune, and from them I feleGed my
counfellors 4.

THirDLY, By confultation, deliberation, and provillent mea-
[ures ; by caution, and by vigilance I vanquifhed armies, and
reduced kingdoms to my authority. I carried on the bufinefs
of my Empire by complying with times and occafions, by ge-
nerofity, by patience, and by f policy ; and demeaned myfelf
with affability both to my Friends and to my Enemies.

® The Maxiow here mentioned are not the twelve following Rules, but thofe given

l.l in the 3yth, 18th, and 1 ges of the MS.
e twelve éhﬂ.'u of Men hﬁ Elﬂld to, are fully defcribed in a fubfequent
pa.r: of the Inftitotes.

IThtwmdwhmhIhv:mdemIpbg,um be tranflated into the Englith lane
L:gcwu:hu of force or . It fignifics political inattention or megligence, or
Mﬂqmtu or difcover fuch things &s it wo hiwproperu'impmlm

FourTHLY,
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FourTuLy, By order and by difcipline I regulated the con-
cerns of my government; and by difcipline and order 1 fo
firmly eftablithed my authority, that the Emirs, the Vizirs, the
Soldiers, and the Subjects, could not afpire beyond their refpec

tive ftations; but on the contrary, every one was content and
fatisfied with the rank allotted him.

Firrury, With donations of money and of jewels I re-
joiced the hearts of my Officers and Soldiers ; I permitted them
to participate in the banquet ; and in the field of blood they ha<
zarded their lives i fupport of my power. 1 withheld not from
them my gold nor my filver. 1 educated and trained them to
Arms; and to alleviate their fufferings, I myfelf fhared in all
their labours, and in all their hardfhips ; until, with the arm of
fortitude and refolution, and with the unanimity of my Chiefs,
my Generals, and my Warriors, by the edge of the fword I ob~
tained pofieflion of the thrones of feven and twenty kings;
and became the firm and eftablithed Lord of the kingdoms of
Eraun and of Tooraun; of Room, of Muggrib, and of Shaum ;
of Mijfur, of Erauk-a-Arab, and of Ajmm; of Mauzinderaun,
and of Kylaunaut; of Shurvaunaut, and of Azurbaéjaun; of
Fauris,"and of Kborafaun; of the Dufbt of Fitteb, and the
Dufbt of Kypchauk; of Kbawruzm, of Kbuttun, and of Cabx-
lifiaun ; of Hindoflaun, and of Baukbterzemeen.

From the moment that I cloathed myfelf in the robe of
Empire, I {hut my eyes to the foft repofe which is found 1o the
bed of eale, and to that health which follows tranguiliity. From
the twelfth year of my age I fuffered diftrefles, combated diffi-
culties, formed enterprizes, and vanquithed armies; experienced
mutinigs amongft my Officers and my Soldiers, was familiarized
to the langunage of difobedience (which I oppofed with policy and
with fortitude,) and hazarded my perfon in the hour of danger;

until
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until in the end I vanquithed kingdoms and empires, and
eftablithed the glory of my name.

SixTHLY, By juitice and equity I gained the affeétions of
mankind; my clemency extended to the guilty as well as to the
innocent ; I pafied that fentence which truth required: by be-
nevolence I gained a place in thg hearts of men; and by rewards
and punifthments I kept both my troops and my fubjcéts divided
between hope and fear. I compaflionated the lower ranks
of my people, and all thofe who were diftreffed. The
Soldiers experienced my generofity. I delivered the opprefied
from the hand of the oppreflor; and after proof of the oppref-
fion, whether on the property or the perfon, the Decifion which
I pafled between them was agreeable to the Sacred Law ; nor
did I ever caufe any one perfon to fuffer for the guilt of ano-
ther *. Thofe who had done me injuries, who had attacked
my perfon in battle, and had counteraéted my fchemes and en-
terprizes, when they threw themfelves on my mercy, I received
them with kindnefs ; conferred on them additional honours,
drew the pen of oblivion over thcir evil ations, and treated
them with fuch a degree of confidence, that if the leaft veftige
of apprchenfion remained in their hearts, it was entisgly eradi-
cated.

SevenTHLY, I attached to myfelf, and treated with efteem
and veneration, the poiterity of the Prophet, Theologians,
Teachers of the true Faith, Philofophers and Hiftorians. I
was the friend of men of courage and intrepidity ; becaufe the
brave are beloved by Almighty God. 1 affociated with good
and learned men; I gained their affections, entreated their {up-
port, and hoped for victory from their holy prayers. 1 loved
the Dervithes and the Poor; I neither opprefled them, nor ex-

® In this obfervation he alludes to a too frequent cuftom of the Eaft, of invulvinﬁ
the whole family and conne@ions of an attainted perfon in the fame punifhment wit

the guilty {objed,
cluded
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cluded them from my favour. The evil and the malevolent |
permitted not to enter into my council; I acted not by their ad-
vice, nor did I liften to their infinuations to the prejudice of
others,

Eicurnry, I ever alted on deliberation; and whatever en-
terprize I undertook, that enterprize engaged my whole atten-
tion: nor did I ever relinquifh it, till I had brought it to a con-
clufion. I adhered to my promifes. I never dealt with feverity
towards any one, nor was I oppreffive in any of my actions;
that God Almighty might not deal feverely towards me, nor
render my own a&ions oppreflive unto me. I enquired of
learned men into the Laws and Regulations of antient Princes,
from the days of Adam to thofe of the Prophet, and from that
tinie to the prefent period. I weighed their inftitutions, their
manners, their ations, and their opinions, one by one; I fe-
lected models for my own condu@ frow their excellent quali-
ties and approved virtues. I enquired into. the caufes of the
fubverfion of their power, and avoided thofe actions which
tended to the deftru@ion and overthrow of regal authority.
Cruelty and oppreffion, which are the deftroyers of pofterity,
and the patents of famine and of plagues, I cautioufly thunned.

NinTHLY, The fituation of my fubjeCts was known unto
me. Thofe of them who were of a fuperior rank, I confidered
as my brethren; and as my children thofe of the inferior clafs.
I made myfelf acquainted with the tempers and difpofitions of
the inhabitants of each country and city; contracted intimacies
with the Citizens, the Chiefs, and the Nobles; and appointed
over them Governors adapted to their manners, difpofitions,
and withes. ¥vkpew the circumftances of the inhabitants of
every province ; throughout each of my kingdoms I appointed
writers of intelligence, men of probity and integrity, to fend
me information of the condué@ and behaviour of the troops and
inhabitants, and of every particular that might happen amongft

D them.
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them. If I difcovered circumftances contrary to their infor-
mation, I infli¢ted punifbment on the intelligencer ; and every
article of cruelty or oppreffion in the governors, troops, ar
inhabitants, which reached my ear, I chaftifed agreeably to
juftice.

TenTHLY, Whatever Tribes, either Turks or Tartars, Arabs
or Perfians, enrolled themfelves in my fervice, I received their
Chiefs with diftinction and refpe@®, and their followers I ho-
noured in proportion to their rank and abilities. The good ob-
tained good from my hands, and the evil I delivered over to
their evil a&tions, Whoever attached himfelf unto me, I over-
looked not the merit of his attachment; I afted towards him
with kindnefs and generofity : and whoever had rendered me
fervices, I repaid the value of thofe fervices unto him. Who-
ever had been my enemy, and was athamed thereof, and flying
to me for protection, hambled himfelf before me, I forgot his
enmity ; and by my liberality and courtefy became a bidder for
his friendthip. In fuch manner Share Bebraum, the Chicf of
a tribe, was in my fervice. He quitted me ip the hour of ac-
tion, united with the enemy, arid fought againft me. At length
my falt, which be had eaten, overwhelmed him with remorfe s
he again threw himfelf on my mercy, and humbled himfelf
before me. As he was a man of illuftrious defcent, of bravery
and of experience, I covered my eyes from his faalts; I raifed
him to a fuperior rank; and I pardoned his difloyalty in confi-
deration of his valour.

Ereventury, My children, my relations, my affociates,
my neighbours, and fuch as had been connected with me *, zall
thefe 1 diftinguithed in the days of my profpefity, -and was li-
beral to them in proportion to their mierit.” With refpeét to
my family, I rent not afunder the bands of confangninity and

® Timour appears 1 allude to thofe perfors whom he knew $n the days of his
obfeurity. ‘
of



[ 19 ]

of mercy, nor on them did I prefume to infli imprifonment
and death *. I dealt with every man, whatever the opinion I
had formed of him, agrecably to my own ideas of his worth.
As I had feen much of profperity and adverfity, and had ac-
quired knowledge and experience, 1 conducted myfelf with
caution, and with policy, towards both my f{riends and my
encmices.

TwerrTHLY, Soldiers, whether aflociates or adverfaries, I
held in efteem; thofe who fell their permanent happinefs to
peritbable honour, who rufh into the ficld of battle and of
flaughter, and hazard their lives sn the hour of danger. The
man, who preferving his fidelity to his mafter untainted, drew
his fword on the fide of my enemy, and committed hoitiiztics
againft me, him I highly honoured ; and when fuch a man of-
fered me his fervices, knowing his worth, I clafled him with
the moft faithful of my affociates ; and refpetted and valued
his fidelity and attachment. That foldier who forgot his duty
and his honour, and in the hour of alion deferting his mafter,
joined the flandard of his adverfary, I confidered as the moft
deteftable of men. In the war with Toukiumifh Kbaun, his
fupcri;:;;?ocn, forgetful of their duty to him who was their
fFgal r and my confirmed foe, fent propofals and made ap-
plications unto me. I held their treachery in abhorrence; be-
caule, unmingful of that which they owed to the hand that fed
them, they thrown alide their honour and their duty, and
offered their fervices to the enemy of their prince. Thus I re-
fleCted with myfelf, What fidelity have they obferved to their
licge Lord ? Wkat fidelity will they fhew unto me?

By experience it was known unto me, that from every empire,
which is not eftablithed in Morality and' Religion, nor ftrength~

® This obfervation js ftviftly confitent with his conda&t : for though feveral of his
relations, and fome of bis own children, at different times aguinft him, be

miﬁﬁm’mhhpMnme-m.
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ened by Regulations and Laws, all order, grandeur, and power
fhall pafs away. It may be likened unto a naked man, whe,
when expofed to vicw, commands the eye of modefty to be
covered : it is like unto a palace, which hath neither roof, nor

gates, nor defences; into wlich, whoever willeth, may enter
unmolefted.

TuereFoRrE, I eftablithed the foundation of my Empire in
Morality and Religion ; and by Regulations and Laws I gave it
ftability. By thofe Laws and by thofe Regulations, I executed
every bufinefs that came before me in the courfe of my govern-
ment.

Tue firft Regulation which my heart ditated unto me, was
the promulgation of the true Faith, and the fupport of the
Sacred Tenets of Mahummud (God’s peace be upon him).
Therefore 1 encouraged the progrefs of thofe Holy Laws and
the Religion of Ifldim through all the cities, provinces, and
kingdoms of the earth; and thereby added to the luftre of my
throne. Thus I regulated the promulgation of the true Faith.
I appointed a man’ of holinefs ®, and of illuftrious dignity, to
fuperintend the conduct of the faithful, to regulate the manners
of the times, and to appoint fuperiors in Holy Offices; to
eftablith in every city and town Judges of penetration, and
Doctors learned in the Sacred Law, and to appoint Supervifors
of the markets and places of traffic, of the weights and of the
meafures. It was his province alfo to ordain penfions and fala-
ries for the defcendants of the Prophet, for fuperior Ecclefiaftics,
paftors, and for men of diftinguithed abilities. I eftablithed =
Judge for the Army, and a Judge for the Subjeéts; and I fent
into every province and kingdom inftructors in the Law, to

® The man appoiated to fill the ftation mentioned in the arigingl, js called Sudr. He
is a perfon eof great authority in the empire, who hay the ste minsgement of

church lands, and what revenues are sppropristed towards the maintsining of public’
fchools, falaries to learned mep, and other pious ufes. '

deter
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deter the faithful from thofe things which are forbidden, and
to lead them in the truth. I commanded that they fhould
build temples of worfhip and monafleries in every city, and
that they fhould ere€t ftru@ures for the reception of travellers
on the high roads, and bridges acrofs the rivers. I appointed
ecclefiaftics and religious teachers in thofe cities, to inftruct the
followers of Iflim in the abftrufe and fundamental principles of
our Holy Law ; to preach to them with truth and peripicuity
the doltrines of religion, with the holy traditions, and the
facred cuinmentaries upon them.

I orpERED the Governors and Judges, from time teo time, to
lay before me all circumitances and tranfactions that occurred
throughout my empire; and 1 appointed a Judge in Equity,
whofe bufinefs it was to tranfmit to me all extraordinary mat-

ters of litigation, that happened amongft my troops and my
fubjeéts.

Havinc thus regulated all religious concerns, and pro-
moted the progre(s of the Sacred Tenets throughout the
cities of Iflim; and the rumocur of the promulgation of the
true F;:':t;y having reached the ears of all ranks of the faithful ;
the D3ors of our Holy Law publifhed an ecclefiaftical ordi-
nance,---That as Almighty Ged in cach century had fent a
promoter and propagator of the Faith, for the promulgation
and reftoration of the Religion of Mahummud (God’s peace be
upon him); and as in this the eighth century AMEER * Sa-
H1BA KurRrAUN has reftored zbe purity of the Holy Laws, he
thercfore thall be ftiled the RESTORER oF THE RELIGION OF
MAHUMMUD.

® Sabibe Kurraus is 2 royal title firt affumed by Timour. Tt literally fignifies Lord
zi-r:rw; it being faid, that there was a fortunate conjanélion of p. at his

Meer
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Meer Siud Shareef, the moft refpectabie of the Do&ors of the
Do&ors of the age, addreflfed the following letter to me upon
this occafion *.

® The letter alluded to is of fuch a length, as to render it inadmiffible in this fhort
Spﬂim:h
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PERSIAN POETRY;

Eaith{ylly tranflated from the Beginning of Jauwm1's
Poem, entitled, Exfoof and Zoolleskba.
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A SPECIMEN, &u-

N the name of him whofe name is the refuge of the Souls
of the faithful ;
Whofe praife is the ornament of cloguent tongues.
The moft high;: the only Ged, the eternal, the omnifcient ;
He who beftoweth ftrength and power on the feeble and tbe
helplefs.
The heavens he illumines with multitudes of conftellations;
And-with the human race he decorateth the earth, as with ftars.
He who prepared the vaulted roof of the revolving fphere,
Who raifed up the quadruple fold of the elements.
He who gives fragrance to the bofom of the rofe-bud,
And ornamenteth the parent-fhrub with wreaths of flowers.
He weaveth the garment for the brides of the ipring,
And teacheth the graceful cyprefs to eret his head on the border
of the lake.
He crowneth with fuccefs the virtuous intention,
And humbleth the pride of the felf-conceited.
He accompanics the folitude of thofe who watch the midnight
£ 3
He pafieth the day with the children of affliCtion.
From the fea of his bounty iffues the verpal cloud,
E Which
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Which waters alike the thorn and the jeffamine.

From the repofitory of his beneficence proceeds the autumnal
gale,

Which befpangles with gold the carpet of the garden.

It is his prefence that enflameth the orb of day,

From whence every atom derives its light,

Should he hide his countenance from the two great luminaries
of the world,

Their mighty {pheres would defcend quick into the area of
annihilation.

From the vault of heaven to the centre of the earth,

Which ever way we direct our thought and imagination ;

Whether we defcend, or haften upwards,

We fhall not difcover one atom uninfluenced by his power.

Wifdom is confounded in the contemplation of his effence ;

The inveftigation of his ways exceeds the powers of man.

The angels blufh at their want of comprehenfion ;

And the heavens are aftonifhed at their own motion.



T HE foregoing Specimens I intended to have introduced by an
Effay of fome extent on the great importance and uttlity of the Per-
Jian Language, and by a Propsfal for eflablifbing a Perfian Profe/-
Sorfbip in the Untverfity of Oxford. DBut baving fince met with a
pamphlet of much merit, written fome years ago by Governor Hast-
INGS, direfled to the fame objelt, I bave thought it unneceffary to

profecute my defign.

During the time that I was engaged in writing the intended
Effay and Propofal, I received from My. Davy, in anfwer to my
repeated enguiries, tbe following LETTER : which places the impor-
tance of the Perfian Language for tranfading the Company's affairs
in India, in o clear and jult a kight ; ts founded throughout ox fuch
Sfiriking falls ; and fupported and illufirated with fo many judicious
obfervations and rematks 3 that I conceived it to be bighly worthy
the attention of the Eaf India Company, and of the gentlemen in
ther fervice. Impreffed with this idea, notwithflanding I after-
wards relinquifbed my original defign, 1 determined, if poffible, to
lay the Letter before the Public : but as it was communicated for
my privare ufe only, Mr. Davy's approbation was neceffary for the
purpoje ; which, at my particular folicitation, be has been pleafed to
grant. And I take this opportunty of teflifying my acknowledge=
ments to lim, both for that, and the preceding Letter in fupport of
the authenticity of the Inflitutes of TiMOUR.
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Gloucefler, Sept. 24. 1779.
«*“« My cgoop Frienb,

N compliance with your repeated applications, I have at
length taken up my pen, with & determination to reply as
fully as pofiible to all your Enquiries.

* 1 cANNOT communicate any “ impertant facts of times or
places, when and where a want of knowledge of the Perfian in
the fervants of the Company has been attended with particular
difadvantage to their affairs i a political point of view :” one
only, fupported by proof, occurs to my memory, of which I
fhall thortly take notice. Buch fads, in their fall extenT™ut
leaft, have not lately exifted; becaufe, for fome years paft, a
a few gentlemen have been found tolerably well qualified to atk
as Perfian interpreters in the tranfaction of the Company’s more
important concerns with the native Powers, That fuch fads
did formerly exift, is certain; and that the want of fuch know-
ledge now would be attended with ftill worfe effects is as cer-
tain, To prove which, I think, you will meet with little dif-
ficulty. The fame reafons which will eftablith the authority of
the fore-going obfervations, will moreover be fufficient to prove
the pofitive neceflity of a ftill more extenfive and general know-
ledge of the Perfian, than bas hitherto been acquired by the
gentlemen in India.

Ws



[ 290 ]

s WE are to confider, that the territories now under the do-
minion of the Eaft India Company, the provinces of Bemgal
and Babar, with part of Oriffa, the coaft of Ceremandel, and
the fettlements on that of Malabar, are together twice as exten-
five as Great Britain and Ireland. In a word, fuch is their ex-
tent, and {uch their importance, that it has been deemed necef-
fary to keep on foot an army of fifty thoufand difciplined men
for their defence and prote@ion : for that is the amount of the
forces ot the three eftablithments, Bengal, Madrafs, and Bombay.
Thefe rich and fertile territories, except where embraced by the
occan, arc feparated and furrounded by native independent
Princes and Powers, fome of them exceedingly formidable. It
follows, that dominions fo extenfive and fo fituated, mufi be
fecured and proteGed as much by policy as by arms: a vaft po-
litical fyftem muft be eftablifhed ; an exac and perfect balance
of power muft be preferved ; the weak muift be fupported, the
too powerful muft be circumfcribed and deprefled. For thefe
purpofes Friendthips, Alliances, and Treaties, muft be formed
with fome in oppofition to others; and thefe Alliances, Trea-
ties, and Friendfhips, muift again be diffolved, and give way to
others, as the ftrength, influence, and refuurces of the different
muépendent Princes of the Empire may be diminithed or in-
creafed. Hence the everlafting train of conferences, correfpon«
dences, and negotiations, with the native Powers. Hence the ne-
ceflity of watching their motions,difcovering their hidden ftrength
and refources, and diving into their fecret councils, connections,
and alliances. Thefe are all bufineffes of the firft importance ;
they require the {triCteft integrity, and the meoft profound fe-
crecy in the negotiators : and finally, thefe bufineffes are all to
be trantalted in, and by the afliftance of, the Perfian tongue.

“ Ms. OrRME, a very accurate and able hiftorian, whofe long
refideace in India enabled bim to acquire a perfe knowledge
of the fubject, gives a very ftriking inftance of the fatal confe-

quences
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quences that may enfue from employing native interpreters in
our tranfactions with the princes of Hindoftan ; and judicioufly
points out the pofitive necefiity of entrufting the execution of
fuch important concerns to European gentlemen only *. No-
thing indeed can be more abfurd or dangerous, than for the go-
vernment in India to rely on the honour and integrity of natives
for the tranfaction of fuch weighty, political matters, as I have
pointed out; and more efpecially to confide in that inferior clafs
of them, who are content to bear the yoke of fervitude under a
foreign power from neceflity, or pecuniary motives. Such are
all the native fervants to Europeans. But that natives of a fu-
perior rank are not altogether: proof againft the influence of
gold, I have met with feveral inftances. A very ftrong evi-
dence of the above affertion I have now in my pofleffion ;
namely, exact copics of all the Letters wrote by the reigning
Mogul, Shaak Aulum, in the years 71, 72, 73, to the feveral
independent Princes of the Empire.  Thefe copies were regu~
larly tranf{mitted by one of the King's confidential fecretaries,
and oftcn came into my pofieilion, before the perfons to whom
they were fent could receive the originals. By this means the
councils, negotiations, and intrigues of the court of Dehli, and
of others, the native Powers and Princes of Hindoftan, were
entirely laid open to our infpetion, This happened durisg the
period that I had the honour to fill the poft of Perfian Secretary
to Sik RoBerT BARKER, the then commander in chicef of the
forces of Bengal. The above, I think, is a firong and pointed
proof: and it follows, that European gentlemen only can, in
prudence and in policy, be entrufted with this important bufi-
nefs; and that a partial knowledge of the Perfian Language is
by no means fufficient to qualify even them to be trufted. To
be able fimply to converfe in the Perfiap, is a very inade-
quate degree of knowledge. A Perfian interpreter fhould not

* Vide Hilt. of the Military Tranfa&tions of the Britith Natioa in Hindoftan. Vol. L.

P 359 &c.
only
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only be able to {peak fluently in the Language, but to read all
fuch Letters as he may reccive ; not only to read all fuch Let-
ters, but to anfwer them with his own hand, if the importance
of the fubjeét, of which they treat, thould render it necefiary.
Otherwife the fecret negotiations and correfpondence of go-
vernment are liable to be made public through the medium of
the native Munchees, or Writers, whom he will be obliged to
employ and truft. Some natives he muft have, to affift in the
ordinary bufinefs, from its great multiplicity ; but even this, by
a proper encouragement of the ftudy of the Language, might
be obviated. Junior fervants, when qualified, might be ap-
pointed to at under their Seniors, and the natives be totally ex-
cluded. And fuch a Plan, 1 am convinced, would be produc-
tive of much advantage.

« From the foregoing hints, I dare fay, you will be able to
prove, that the ftudy of the Perfian, in a political point of
view, is highly worthy of encouragement.

« Tnue general ftudy of this valuable Language, abftra&ted from
all political views, is a matter of very great importance to the
Ezli Tidia Company. How it is poffible that their civil fervants
fthould be able to do their duty effectually in the various poite
and offices to which they are appointed, without any knowledge
of it, is difficult to conceive. That by far the greater number
of them do perform the bufineffes allotted to them without a
knowledge of any of the country Languages, is certain ; but
that the manner in which they perform them muft be exceed-
ingly defeitive, every one will be convinced, by refle@ing on
the nature of the offices which they fill. Servants of all ranks*
are detached from the prefidency, and fpread abroad through-
out the provinces and diftricts of the Company’s territories, for

® By thefe arec meant Writers, Fa&tors, junior and fenior Merchants, and in the more
ir po tant departments, often members of the Council: but shefe laft are generaly
l&i by European lnterpreters.

the
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the purpofes of fuperintending the cultivation and regulation of
the countries, the adminiftration of juftice in the Kucheries, or
native courts of Judicature, and the collection of the Reve-
nues *. Many allo are appointed to the different Fatories, to
fuperintend the fabrication and making up of the Inveftments
for the European market.

« Having given this detail of the employments, to which
the fenior and junior civil fervants of the Company are in rota-
tion appointed, I think it will be needlefs to dwell on the great
utility, and indeed abfolute neceflity of a knowledge of fome
language or other, underftood in the country, to gentlemen fo
employed 4 ; or to fhew how much more effeGually they
would be able, with fuch knewledge, to do their duty, than
they can now through the medium of their Surcors, or native
Clerks §, to whom, from an ignorance of the language, they
arc obliged, in a great meafure, to delegate their authority, to
pay an implicit attention to their advice and opinions, and,
what is ftill worfe, from the above deficiency, to receive through
them every complaint and grievance of the fubje&; though
the complaints are frequently levelled againft thofe very Apgents,
and the grievances complained of generally originate froffftheir
knavery, avarice, and extortion.

* It may be neceflary to obferve, that this arrangement took place bat a very few
years ago ; and therefore the importance of the Perfian ia the point of view now under
confideration, 13 to be dated from that period only.

t It s true, that v Bexgal, but in Bengal only, an acquaintance with the diele® of
that province, might he made to anfwer the purpofes of gentlemen employed as above-
mentioned : but ay that ale@t would be of very little ufe to them, evemrin the neigh.
bouring provinee of Bahar, much lefs in any other part of Hindoftan ; as the Perfian, on
the contrary, is the polite language thmugﬁﬁul: the Empire ; and as it is impoffible to
acquire a knowledge of that, withoet fur'minF, at the fame time, a famillar acquaintance
with the Moers, from the intimaste conneftion betwesn them ; and xx the Moers is the
vulgar tongue of all the Mahummudan patives, and is as well known to the generalirty of
the Aborigies or Hindoos, as te the Mahummudane chemfelves ; for thef realons it i»
evident, that the Perfian is moft worthy the attention of Europeans.

1 The Swrcers are all Hindoos ; and by fome litle knowledge of the Euglith, which
they are careful to acquire, are enabled to a& as Interpreters to the emen who
employ them.

TRUE
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¢« TRUE it is, that in Bengal, the Diale¢t bearing that name is
now molt frequently ufed in the tranfalting of mercantile con-
cerns ; but it does not follow, that the Perfian language, and
that of Hindoftan (vulgarly called the Moors) are therefore en-
tirely fuperfluous: on the contrary, I conceive it to be eafy to
prove, that if the Company's civil fervants were generally ac-
quainted with the Perfian, they would find themfelves enabled
to fill every department in which they could poffibly be placed,
without the afliftance of any medium whatever.

“ IN a private commercial light alfo, I think, much may be faid
in its favour. Individuals, fuch as could find lcifure to ftudy
the language, would reap a fingular advantage from the know-
ledge of it. In the weftern provinces of Hindoftan, though
not fo univerfally in Bengal, the Perfian is ufed in all mercan-
tile tranfations : and if the ftudy of it was generally followed,
and applied to prattice, hundreds of Surcers and Banians, who
now eat up two thirds of the merchants profits, opprefs the
country under the name of Englith Gemaufbtehs, and brand the
chara&er of their mafiers with infamy, might be difcarded and
turned adrift ; or at leaft meet with fuch checks, as would, in
a great meafure, put a flop to their rogueries.

“ IT may be further obferved, that the ftudy of the Perfian is
by nc means unwerthy the attention of the Miftary, for this
plain reafon; becaufe it is the beft, and indeed the only road to
a perfect acquaintance with the language of Hindoftan; with-
out which, no officer, however great his military abilities, can
be efteemed properly qualified to command a battalion of our
pative troops. The lofs of more than one detachment from
that very deficiency, has proved this beyond difpute. It may be
added, that an officer on a detached command, muft always
have occafion tp correfpond, fometimes to negotiate with the

F | chief
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chief men of the diftri&ks and provinces, where he may be, or
through which he may have occafion to pafs : and thefe nego-
tiations, however trifling they may at firit appear, have be=n
frequently known to lead to matters of vaft importance. This
is another, and, I think, no bad reafon, why an officer ought
to be acquainted with the Perfian and Hindoltan languages.

« In oppofition to the foregoing it may be afferted, that the
difficulties attending the ftudy and acquifition of a copious and
elegant language, differing totally from our own in phrafe and
idiom, and cloathed in unknown, complex, and obfcure cha-
ratters, would be infurmountable to many; and that the va-
rious occupations and bufinefles, in which the Company's fer-
vants in India are employed, cannot afford them leifure and op-
portunity to engage in fo troublefome and arduous an under-
taking ; and therefore, as heretofore, the acquifition of this
valuable knowledge muft be left to thofe young men, who,
from curiofity, ambition, or fuperior abilities, are inclined to
devote themfelves to fuch difficult ftudies, In reply to the firfl
of the above objetions, I can, from perfonal knowledge, ven-
ture to affirm, That a very moderate fhare of abilities and of
memory, fupported by a common proportion of perfevesance
and attention, are f{uflicient to overcome the ideal difficulties,
arifing from the copioufnefs of the language itfelf, from the

differcice of the idiom, and from the obfcurity of the cha-
racter.

“ In anfwer ta the fecond, 1 will allow that the occupations
and cmployments of the Company’s junior fervants are many
and various ; and that if pleafure and diffipation be admitted of
the number, they have not 2 moment to {pare, But fuppofing
it practicable for them to curtail their strendance on the laft
mentioned important bufinefles but for two thort houvrs in the
day, I do affert, that they may with cafe make themfelves

malters
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mafters of the language, and that in a very moderate fpace
of time,

“ Tue advantages arifing from a knowledge of the Perfian
to gentlemen in India have not, till within thefe few years,
been peorfeltly underftood. 1In falt, its gemera/ utility has not
exifted but from that period, when the Company found it ve-
ceflary to place the entire adminiftration of the provinces of
Bengal and Babar in the hands of their own proper fervants. It
is thercfore reafunable to fuppofe, that a circumftance which
did not immcdiately {trike many of the ableft of their fuperior
officers abroad, could not fuddenly engage the attention of their
adminiftration at home. And hence we muft account fur the
little encouragement hitherto given to the ftudy of the Perfian
languuge.

“ But I conceive it is now evidept, that the Court of Direc-
tors, from the information which they have from time to time
received, are fully convinced of its great utility ; and that they
are determined to promote the cukivation of it to the utmoft of
their power. For to this intention we mult afcribe the very ne-
ceflary encouragement which they have given to the learned
Author of the Perfian and Arabic Diftionary ; the firft volume
of which has been already publithed, Of this valuable work,
as appears by the printed propofals, they have engaged to take
one hundred and fifty copies: which, it is reafonable to fup-
pole, they inteud to diftribute among their fervants abroad, and
thereby to facilitate the ftudy of the language, now rendered in-
finitely more eafy than it was formerly, by the labours of the
foregoing and another learned Author; whofe Grammar, added
to :this Ditionary, has entirely removed every poffible impedi-
ment. Indeed, all that appears wanting at prefent to promote 2
general application to the Perfian in India, is a proper encou-
ragément on ‘the part of the Eaft India Company, fupported

F 2 by
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by their orders and authority ; and a confequent convi&tion in
their junior fervants, that a knowledge of that language is ne-
ceflary to their promotion. If they were taught to know, that
an acquaintance with the Perfian was the principal avenue,
through which they were to expe&t to arrive at fuperior rank,
and that that knowledge for the future would be fo far fubfti-
tuted in the place of feniority, as to render feniority of no avail
without it, it would then become the principal object of the
junior clafles of their fervants; and the language of courfe
would be generally ftudied.

“« I'T may be added, that the above fcheme, though a partial,
would be no bad fcale, by which to meafure the abilities
of their younger fervants : for though a knowledge of that lan-
guage in the perfons who poffeffed it, could not point out the
extent of their abilities ; yet the want of that knowledge in
thofe who could not acquige it, would certainly difcover thofe
who had no abilities at all. For a man who, fo circumftanced,
wanted talents, memory, or perfeverance to form a moderate
acquaintance with any language whatever; although he might
make a tolerable fmith, or carpenter, or bricklayer, would cer-
tainly turn out a very bad merchant, a very indifferent infpector
of a province, or military officer.

« In my ideas of the utility and importance of a knowledge of
the Perfian in the fervants of the Company, I am fupported by
the opinions of feveral of the firft Chara@ers who have appeared
in India ; amongft whom, Mr. HasTiNGs, now Prefident of
the fupreme Council in Bengasl, and the late Governor Van-
SITTART, are particularly diftinguithed. Thofe gentlemen did
not think the Perfian unworthy their attention; they found
leifure to acquire a knowledge of that, and, confequently, of
the language of Hindoftan; in which they doubtle(s found their
advantage. And I have been credibly informed, that both Mer.

VANSITTART
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VansiTTART and Mr. HasTings had in contemplation the
cftablithment of an Academy in England, in order to promote
the fludy of the Perfian language; and to enable fuch young
men, as were intended for the India fervice, to acquire the ru-
diments of that ufeful knowledge at home. The return of thefe
gentlemen to India rendered their intentions abortive : but thofe
intentions, neverthelefs, tend to prove the high idea they en-
tertained of its importance and utility.

¢ IN a word, the neceflity of a knowledge of the Perfian,
to gentlemen refiding in India, may, I think, be placed in a
very clear point of view, by the following concife and fimple
Query, or Comparifon. If an inhabitant of France, a Spaniaid,
a Swede, or a Dane, were to vifit England with a view of im-
proviag his fortunes, would it not be neceffary for himn to learn
the language of this country, in order to render himfelf capable
of filling any employment whatever, cither Civil or Military ?

““ Tue general ftudy of the Perfian language would be
productive of one other advaitage to the Eaft India Com-
pany well worthy their atteotion. From the fmallnefs of the
number of thofe who have acquired a practical knowledge
of the Perfian language, and the ftill {maller number who
have returned to England poffeffed of that knowledge, I have
been led to believe, that a Department, which I fhould con«
fider of much importance to the Company, has not hitherto
been eftablithed, If the ftudy of the Perfian (hould meet with
the cncouragement it merits, and, in confequence thercof, the
applicatron to that ftudy fhould become general, many gentle-
men might return from India well qualified for the purpofe, and
with fuch moderate fortunes, as might not place them above the
acceptance of the office 1 am about to point out. It is well
known, that the Court of Directors annually receive from their
fettlements in India, Letters, Memorials, Treaties, and other

important
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important papers, in the Perfian language, tranfmitted to them
as vouchers by their officers abroad. It is true, that tranflations
of fuch Papers arc ufually fent with the originals. Bat it muft
be well known to gentlemen converfant in India affairs, that
from many circumflances, accurate tranflations of fuch Letters,
Mcemorials, and Treaties, by a gentleman unbiafled by party,
faction, or intereft, and under their own immediate protection,
muft be highly acceptable and advantageous to the India Go-
vernment at home. Such a perfon would alfo be able to tranflate
into the Perfian language all fuch Treaties and Letters, as they
might have occafion to fend or write to the native Powers of
Hindoftan; which might be tran{mitted to India under their pro-
per Secal, and confequently not be liable to an errorcous tranfla-
tion abroad.

“ I uave been informed from good authority, that {everal gen~
tlemen in the Direétion, a very few years ago, were fufficiently
convinced of the utility of fuch an eftablilhment. The arrange-
ment and expences of a regular Perfian Secretary’s Office at the
India Tloufe, by fome who are advocates for a:conomy, might
be efteemed an objection : but this, I conceive, may be eafily
obviated. For fuch a perfon as I have pointed our, might be
induced, for a moderate falary, to undertake the Office: he
might refide in, or at any diftance from the Capital ; the ne-
ceffary papers might be tranfmitted to him by their proper Se-
cretary for the time being, and might be returned by him to
the fame Secretary, with their tranflations. Of courfe, all ob-
jetions, arifing irom the expence and detail of a Perfian Secre-
tary’s office at the India Houfe would difappear.

“ Tue foregoing Obfervations contain all that occurs to me
on the {ubjec, and I fincerely with, that they may afford you
fome little affiftance, in proving the high importance of Perfian
literature; and that you will be enabled to point out the pro-

priety
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priety of promoting in this country the ftudy of a language, fo
neceflary to the fervants of the Company, fo advantageous to
the Company themfelves; and, tiom the extent and wealth of
their Territories and Commerce, not an unimportant object to
the Britith Nation.

I am, &c.

WILLIAM DAVY.)”
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FUNERAL ORATION, .

Wy, in the common course of things, the unrelenting
hand of death has removed from this world some illustrious
character, whose private virtues and public services claim of
justice to be recorded ; in order to fix the multitude in atten-
tion, and awaken their feelings, the awful solemnity of the
place, the funercal apparel, the note of pathetic harmony,
together with the hearse containing the object of regret, and
cause of the gcm:ral lamentation, may be found serviceable to
prepare the human mind for those useful reflections which
he would wish to excite, who, moralizing on the dead,
directs the wholesome stream of philosophy and religion
towards the living.

Onthe present sad occasion, suchadventitious circumstances,
even on the spot, were not attainable ; nor will they, I con-
ceive, be wanted to strike the rock, and give the flood of gene-
rous and universal pity to flow over every civilized region of
the globe. Alas' no such funeral honours could be paid to the

corse of the unhappy monarch, whose sufferings 1 am about
Az
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torelate. The same savage and ferocious hands, that drag-
ged him to an ignominious death, hid his mangled re-
mains in an ignominious grave. The enemies of the great
founder of our religion gave his body to the pious request
of a humane stranger for interment; and Joseph of Arima-
thea took him down from the cross, and wrapped him in
linen, and laid him in a sepulchre.  The cruelty of modern
times pursues, beyond the stroke of death, imitative meckness
and emulative innocence.  The inhabitants of the new dis-
covered islands, in primeval savageness, hill and devour the
intruders on their soil, the disturbers of their repose. The
refined inhabitant of France suffers education, learning,
riches,cominerce, and luxury, to bend and soften every thing,
excepting the adamantine covering ot the human heart. To
that, steeled in more than primeval and savage hardness, the
voice of compassion pleads in vain: from that, reason and
policy retire unheard: for there violence, inhumanity, capri-
ciousness, and folly, maintain undisturbed dominion.

I am now to call your attention to one of the most la-
mentable events that ever occurred to disgrace the annals of
a nation ;-—the cold and deliberate murder of a king ; ad-
judged to death by his accusers; convicted of no positive
crime, and tried under no promulgated law ; called to an-

swer before those who had but the other day sworn allegiance
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to him; a sacrifice to no pretended necessity, and averting
no impending national danger by his blood.

In this country, we witnessed an example of unrelenting
severity 3 a king terminating his lifc under the hands of the
cxecutioner. But how great the difference, and how wide the
distinction. between the cases of the two unfortunate princes!
The one contending for powers which a free constitution
must expire under, or resist; the other, not struggling
for the maintenance of authorities or prerogatives, of
which liberty, wisdom, and moderation, demanded an
abridgment. The one resorting to arms, in support of pre-
tensions which he conceived to be righteous; the other,
conceding every thing, and even putting himselt, naked and
defenceless, into the hands of his eneinices, lest the standard of
civil war should be unfurled for the safety of his person, and
his dominion be deluged with the blood of hic ungrateful
people. Strange, and unparalleled in the history of the
world, that conduct so opposite should lcad to the same mi-
serable end!

That disorder and abuse had so gathered on the govern-
ment of France, as inuch to deform its shape and unpede its
operations, is casy to be admitted: that the chain of strength
and independance, which, in DBritain, rcaches from the

peasant to the monarch, through the wise gradations of yco-
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manry, manufacturers, gentlemen, and nobility, was there
unknown, is an undeniable truth: that this chain of connec-
tion, joining every being that breathes the free atmosphere
of England in one common interest, communicating to the
whole mass and body of the people the electric fire of energy,
emulation, and courage; that places no object of laudable
pursuit in life beyond the possible attainment of ability, in-
dustry, and perseverance, was in that country not to be per-
ceived. Trueitis, that the old government had many imper-
fections; and that some weeds rose with rankness and ob-
scenity round the tribunals of its justice, and the altars of its
religious worship ; but these are not, in equity or in truth,
ascribable to the error or to the design of this unhappy mo-
narch. 1f the governing system was faulty, it was an inhe-
ritance of defects to which he was called. Severity itself
could not have exacted the unreasonable expectation, that
from him should have procceded the spontaneous effort, and
Herculean labour, of removing the foul accumulations of so
many reigns; and calumny has not dared to insinuate that he
was ever found interrupting the hand that would have era-
dicated these mischiefs; or that he obstructed those labours,
which, tending to the diminution of his own privileges and
prerogatives, added to the scale of the general happiness,
and to the increasing bulk of public freedom.
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He was called a tyrant : but his reign was a series of un-
interrupted concéssion. He built to bimself no mound, to
resist the wave impelling wave that gained upon the shore of
monarchical rule. Happy indeed had it been for France, had
she, in her wisdom and moderation, known where to have
controlled the inundation, and, for her own security, to have
placed the citadel of her king upon a rock, beyond the licen-
tious insults of the spray, or the ruinous encroachments of
the ocean.

He was called a tyrant; and yet would himself have
worked at the construction of a fabric, modelled after the best,
the British constitution, the ncarest to perfection that ever
imperfect beings cnjoyed : and easily might such a build-
ing have arisen on the ruins of the ancient system, had the
nobility and the church, in ther justice, or their sense of
danger, seen with the monarch the necessity of ample con-
cession ; not offering, like some, every thing to purchase a
fleeting popularity, nor with others, refusing every thing
with unbending stubbornness. Then, indeed, might the na-
tions of the world have stood amazed in anxious suspense,
watching whether ti.is enormous power, finding, for the first
time, the use of all those glorious gifts of the Creator, of
climate, soil, population, rivers, and seas, would have retained
her former insufferable lust of dominion, and continued to
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envy and grasp after the little enjoyed by other countries:
or whether, satiated with abundance, and reaping theblessing
of content from a graver and a purer philosophy than has
issued from the porticoes of her novelists and romance writers,
she would have dealt out peace, happiness, and security, to
the neighbouring nations which surrounded her.

Were it gencrous to endeavour to heighten and aggravate
the melancholy scenes which France has so lately exhibited,
to the shame and dismay of Europe ; were not the cup of her
calamity at this moment overflowing, how might her mise~
ries be increased, by bringing back to the mind the disper-
sion of that golden vision which floated in the imagination
not only of every sincere patriot of France, but of every
lover of humanity and public freedom, when this king, this
tyrant, flung open the doors of his palace, and invited his
people about him, to assist in the great and divine work of
ameliorating their condition, and improving the constitution
of their country. But this dream is at an end ; and it were
cruelty to recall it to those banished and unhappy wanderers
who now crowd the shores of foreign countries, expelled
from their owr: for their attachment to their sovereign, their
religion, and their God. No sorrow is so sharp as that
which stings with the recollection of error and misconduct ;
and some there may be, among these unfortunate men, who




