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4 LIFE OF ABDUL MEDJID.

governed as any of the Christian states of eastern
Europe, and far better than its Muscovite neighbour.

It would be idle to claim, either for these conquering
sultans or their ministers, any very high degree of
what we now consider to be genuine enlightenment.
‘War and the Koran were all they knew, and all they
cared to know ; and the proceedings of the too cele-
brated Omar, at Alexandria, express with accuracy the
general feeling of the Ottoman rulers during the palmy
days of the empire. 'When the fate of the great
library, the greatest which the world bad then seen,
was in his hands, and he was pressed for a reply as to
what was to be done with the books, he replied—
« If what is contained in these volumes be contrary to
the Koran, they are mischievous; if in accordance
with the Koran, they are superfluous ;—let them be
burnt !” The barbarous edict was obeyed ; the books
were distributed throughout the baths of the city, and
consumed as fuel to heat them ; and the learned
world, mourning over the destruction of many illus-
trious works, which will never be recovered, have iden-
tified the name of Omar with all that is most degraded
in barbarism, and most atrocious in bigotry.

It would not be fair to conceal the fact that there
is still a large party among the genuine Osmanlis who
‘look with favour on this act of Omar. The writing,
or even the reading of books—unless books of medicine
or astrology, comments on the Koran, poems, or
romances—they look on as next to a crime. “ God has
been pleased,” they say, “to reveal to man in the
Koran, by means of his prophet (on whom be peace),
all that it is necessary for us to know ; and he who
attempts to penetrate into hidden knowledge, is but
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defiling his own soul and flinging dirt on his own
beard.”

The exceptions which are thus made show what
kind of education we may expect in a “true believer,”
removed from the influences of western civilization :
the imagination is much cultivated, and the intellect but
slightly. It is the opinion of most who have had oppor-
tunities of observing, that while the domestic character
of the Turks, save in the lowest orders of the capital -
and other great. cities, stands deservedly high, they
cannot be regarded as exhibiting any remarkable
mental development. For ages this condition would
not be an unfavourable one contrasted with the rest of
Europe : the wild energy of the East still animated the
Turkish armies ; commerce was but awaking in the
‘West ; and the Ottomans, though never peculiarly a

commercial people, were equal to, or at least not far "

behind, the Christian nations of their time. So affairs
went on till towards the close of the last century. At this
period it struck Selim ITL., a man of peaceful character
and great intelligence, that he would become a re-
former. A firm believer in the faith of Islim, he sup-
posed (and the supposition does credit to his powers
of reasoning) that mo truth could be contrary to
another truth, and that he might, to the great benefit
of his subjects, and without injury to his religion, in-
troduce into his empire all the civilization of western
Europe. Great roads, postal arrangements, printing-
presses, European military tactics, the general educa-
tion of the people, the lighting, draining, and paving of |
cities, commercial treaties with Christian nations, all
seem to have occupied the mind of this amiable and
enlightened prince. But he was not only a couple of
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quash the plan. Mahmoud had stipulated that the
tutor should live entirely with his royal pupil, and be
the companion of his relaxations as well as of his studies ;
and had this been carried out, Abdul Medjid would, in
all probability, have enjoyed a state of health very
different from that in which he has now the misfortune
to be, and have done credit to his instructor by his
progress in learning. When the Grand Mufti was
called for his opinion, he issued a fetva, in which he was
pleased to observe, that a prince of the Prophet’s blood,
and who was destined one day to ascend the throne of
the caliphs, could not lawfully be educated by a giaour.
Mahmoud, though extremely irritated at this absurd
. proceeding, felt, nevertheless, that to oppose it would
be dangerous, and reluctantly consented to abandon
. his beloved son to the darkness of a harem. However,
the Sultana Valide, who was the trusted and favoured
wife of Mahmoud, seems to have been successful in
instilling good principles into the mind of her son,
where they took root, as in a congenial soul ; and we
can only lament, -with Mahmoud, that his intellect was
not equally cultivated. As soon as he ascended the
throne, he displayed the natural bent of his character ;
he surrounded himself with Europeans of learning and
science ; and though he had no peculiar love for read-
ing, he yet contrived to pick up a great deal of miscel-
laneous and useful information. He is said to labour
under a difficulty of attaining foreign languages ; and
this may be the chief cause of the unfavourable esti-
mates sometimes made of his abilities,—a test, it must
be admitted, extremely fallacious.
One or two anecdotes will put his character in its
true light. During the year of famine in Ireland, the
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Sultan heard of the distress existing in that unhappy
country ; he immediately conveyed to the British
ambassador his desire to aid in its relief, and tendered
for that purpose a large sum of money. It was inti-
mated to him that it was thought right to limit the
sum subscribed by the Queen, and a larger amount
could not therefore be received from his highness.
He at once acquiesced in the propriety of this reso-
lution, and with many expressions of benevolent
sympathy, sent the greatest admissible subscription.

It is well known that his own personal feeling
dictated the noble reply of the divan to the threaten-
ing demands of Austria and Russia for the extradition
of the Polish and Hungarian refugees. “Iam not_
ignorant,” was his reply, “of the power of those
empires, nor of the ulterior measures to which their
intimations point ; but I am compelled by my religion
to observe the laws. of hospitality ; and I believe that
the sense and good feeling of Europe will not allow
my government to be drawn into a ruinous war,
because I resolve strictly and solemnly to adhere to
them.” This is the true spirit of Christisnity, and there
is more of it in the Mohammedan Sultan of Turkey,
than in any or all of the Christian princes of eastern
Europe. ‘

We were in Constantinople during the festival of
the Courban Bairam, and witnessed the rejoicings on
the occasion. A white lamb, fed for the purpose, and
chosen for its singular beauty, is slain as a solemn
sacrifice by the Sultan ; salutes of cannon are fired
almost all day and half the night while the festival
lasts, and no people on earth are so lavish of their
powder as the Turks, while at night the whole city is
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illuminated. It must be distinctly understood, that a
.grea.t\ illumination in London is one thing, in Con-
stantinople another. There are no principal streets,
crowded by pedestrians, and glorified by unbroken
lines of coaches, landaus, britzkas, waggons, omnibuses,
donkey-carts, cabs, vans, and “ Hansoms ;” no tradesmen
of the imperial family to exhibit stars and royal ciphers ;
no club-houses to vie with each other in the splendour
of their devices, or the beauty of their transparencies.

If the stranger wanders through the streets, he
finds some few crowded, but all dark ; there is a kind
of bright haze above, and now and then a few bright
lines of light may be observed. But he who wishes to
enjoy the spectacle of a Turkish illumination, must take
‘a caique, and go on the Golden Horn. There, wherever
he turns his eyes he beholds a fairy scene :—the plan
of the city is traced out by glittering stars, all reflected
in the crystal depths below. Up, like spiral columns
of fire, shoot the tall and slender minarets. Here and
there the dome of a mosque displays its sparkling out-
line, while across the glad waters flashes out momen-
tarily, in every direction, the “red artillery,” followed
by its deep booming roar. All Constantinople is upon
the waves. Of the eighty thousand caiques there is
not one left unhired ; and woe to the pocket of the luck-
less Frank who has not made his bargain before-
hand.

On the last day of the feast the Sultan goes in state
-to some mosque selected by himself the night before ;
but it is generally known through the city before
morning, as, indeed, it need be, for the visit is paid by
-daybreak, and all the great vassals of the empire have
to accompany their lord. Fortunately for us Franks
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at Pera, his highness chose that of Santa Sophia.
Sometimes a mosque on the Asiatic side is chosen, and
then accommodations are difficult to obtain, and there
is no small hurry and confusion. As it was, we were
aroused at half-past three, and out.by four in the
pitch-dark streets, in the midst of a confused multitude,
like that of Nebuchadnezzar’s subjects, consisting of all
people, and nations, and languages, and tongues ; some
on horses, some on camels, some in carriages, some on
asses, and some on mules, with tens of thousands on
foot. Every class and condition in life were present,
and without any other light than here and there a
dull horn lantern, in streets where at every other step
you find a great hole in the pavement, and where there
is seldom width enough for two carriages to pass
easily, up hill and down hill, with regular, or rather
irregular flights of stairs to ascend and descend every
five minutes, were we for two mortal hours on our
way. Yet there was no quarrelling, no tumult, beyond
that necessarily caused by so large an assemblage, and,
strange to say, no accident.

By the great courtesy of the French minister, we
obtained admission to a building within the Mint,
close under the windows of which the Sultan was te
pass ; pipes and coffee were brought, and very glad we
were to be out of the crowd. Before us was the gate
of the Seraglio, and on both sides of the square were
drawn up bodies of the Turkish troops,—the cavalry on
one side, the infantry on the other. The morning,

~ though only in October, was raw and cold, and it was

pleasant to see that the soldiers were well protected
from the weather. The infantry attracted our special
attention ; for the similarity of their costume with
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that of our own troops was very striking. The
Turkish colours are scarlet and white, and the infantry
wear scarlet coats like our own, with white trowsers
and belts ; so that, were it not for the red fez with its
blue tassel, which they wear instead of our caps, their
uniform would be precisely the same as what we see
every day at home. The resemblance is extended
also to the grey great-coat, only that their garment
has a hood which protects the head.

At one time there was a distant shout heard.
Everybody ran to the windows. “The Sultan is
coming !” and the troops pulled off their grey cover-
ings and displayed themselves in the scarlet and white.
Half an hour passed, and no sultan ; and so the soldiery
became grey again, with hooded heads like old
monks; and lo! while they were in this condition, on
came the imperial procession, and the Sultan saw his
faithful troops looking very comfortable and very
ugly!

It was a very amusing sight to see the many mili-
tary officers of high rank who continually came to
inspect the lines. They rode abominably! John
Gilpin became his charger as well ; but it must be
remembered that they were not in their native cos-
tume, but in European uniform, to which they were
but little accustomed. Some had two men—one on
each side—holding their skirts, so that they might not
sit on them and spoil their embroidery ! The Sultan’s
following was very splendid, and he himself in his
imperial robes. I looked in vain for one piece of
state : it used to be the case, that as the Sultan cannot
himself return the salutations of his subjects, a high
dignitary rode before him with one of his imperial
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highness’s turbans on a block, which he made to bow
right and left in place of the Sultan. This will be
intelligible enough, when it is borne in mind that the
Sultan is not only the temporal, but the spiritual head
of his dominions ; he is the lineal descendant of the
Prophet, and is consequently looked upon as a sacred
person. He stands towards his subjects in the position
of God’s immediate vicegerent, and is, by the Moslem
law, forbidden to descend from his all but divine
elevation. Hence, he cannot bow save to God;
and the absurd device just mentioned was meant
to supply that courtesy prohibited to the imperial
dignity.

The service at the mosque was long, and the morn-
ing was already advanced, when the cortige, returning
from Santa Sophia, passed again under our windows.
‘With “all convenient speed” we traversed the court,
and presented ourselves at the “Sublime Porte” for
admission. With the members of the French legation,
we made good our entrance, and saw the Sultan ride
through the inner gate, which none may pass on horse-
back save himself. A considerable delay now occurred
Every minute there were new arrivals in the court.
The Grand Mufti, the Grand Vizier, the Capudan
Pacha, the Seraskier, were among those who did so,
leaving their retinues behind. Within, the Sultan
was taking some refreshment, for he was about to go
through a most fatiguing ceremony. At length break-
fast was over, and amidst the shouts of the assembled
grandees, flourishes of trumpets, and the incessant
discharge of cannon without, his highness again made
his appearance.

A kind of sofa was placed under the canopied
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entrance to the inmer court, and was covered with
cloth of gold. Before this, the Sultan took his stand,
and another flourish of trumpets, followed by a pro-
<lamation, invited the great vassals of the empire to
kiss the foot of their august master. I am sorry to say
that instead of the embroidered papouches with which
the turbaned Amurath or Suleiman would have
received the token of unquestioned obedience, Abdul
Medjid wore patent leather boots! and instead of the
orthodox turban, a fez with diamond agrafe and erect
plume. First came the Sheik ul Islim, or Grand Mufti,
a tall stately man, in robes of green and violet, with a
green turban, indicating his sacred descent. He pro-
strated himself with a mingled air of grace, reverence,
and dignity ; thrice he bowed to the earth before he
kissed the foot of the Sultan, and as many times after
he had done so. When he retired, the Grand Vizier
presented himself ; then the Capudan Pacha, or high
admiral ; then the Seraskier, or commander-in-chief ;
then the Kisla Aga, or lord chamberlain ; then a
host of others, whose rank and dignity were, to us
infidels, mysterious and unknown.

One thing moved me to a continual smile. The
Turks are “a good-living people,” and prone to become
fatter than strict symmetry admits. All the naval and
military authorities were attired in tight-fitting uni-
forms ; and as they made their obeisance one after
another, like porpoises in strait jackets, I was in
doubt how they would ever again get up ; and, if they
had rolled over and over, whether the gravity of
Abdul Medjid would have been proof against so
ludicrous an occurrence. However, he was not put to
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the proof; the affair went off sin novedad,* as the
Spaniards say.

After the great dignitaries had paid their homage,
those of the second order advanced. They were not
permitted to kiss the patent leather aforesaid, but an
attendant with a stick poked out the edge of the
imperial caftan ; so that those who dared not kiss the
august foot, might at all events salute the hem of the
Sultan’s garment. This privilege was not conceded to
the third rank of those who did homage, for they were
only permitted to kiss the top of a sceptre, held out by
another grandee for that purpose. This part of the
ceremony reminded me of the Ahasuerus of Scripture ;
and though I should be sorry to insult Abdul Medjid
by comparing him to that most contemptible per-
sonage, yet the preservation of Eastern customs,
unchanged, could not but be striking.

During the whole of these proceedings, the Sultan
seemed languid, wearied, and exhausted.. “The fixed
and melancholy eye” appeared to wish—had it been
capable of expressing anything so active as a wish—
that all these fat and obedient vassals had been on the
other side of the Bosphorus; and it was with some-
thing like a momentary look of relief that he saw the
last of them scramble up from the ground, and the
hedge of military drawup. Then, with a few of his chief
attendants, he turned round, and the inner gates of the
Seraglio closed upon their mournful-looking master.

‘While the ceremony had been proceeding, a herald

* “Without novelty.” A bulletin runs sometimes—* Su
Majestad est4 sin novedad en su importante salud.,”—¢ Her
Majesty is without novelty in her important health.”
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had proclaimed from time to time the high-sounding
titles of the Sultan, and each had been re-echoed by a
shout within, and by =a salute of artillery without ;
but I thought that there was sométhing saddening
rather than exhilarating in the whole scene ; as
though, in the “faces of all present, from the despotic
master to the meanest slave, there was something
ominous of decay. The wild, yet plaintive bursts of
Turkish music, had the same effect.

There is a building lately erected just outside the
walls of Constantinople for a barrack, and opposite to
this the ministry gave a piece of ground to the French
to build & church. Such a thing was never heard of
before, and many objections were made to the grant.
They were, however, all ineffectual, and the church
-was built. No sooner was a bell suspended within the
steeple, than a deputation of the officers waited on
Redshid Pacha, then prime minister, and represented
to him the great pain inflicted on their religious feel-
ings by the sound of a Christian be]l. “Gentlemen,”
“replied the vizier, “ when I had the honour of repre-
senting the Sultan at Paris, I found many true
believers, Turkish subjects and others, in that great
city of the Franks. I asked permission of the king to
construct a mosque, and for some little time I could
obtain no answer. I submitted plans and dimensions,
and after considerable delay, I took the liberty of
reminding the king, through M. Guizot, of my former
application. I was told that the matter had not been
forgotten, and that I should very shortly hear from
his majesty. Another fortnight elapsed ; and then
M. Guizot took me to a very desirable site, and
showed me the shell of a building erected according to
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my own plans, which, together with the land on which
it was built, the king desired might be considered as a
present from himself to my august master. He had
left us only to finish the details. I think now, gentle-
men, that you will see the propriety of our ceding a
piece of ground for the French to build a church.”

‘Within the last two years the Sultan has erected
the Protestants into a separate community, and given
them certain political rights as a recognised body, by
putting them into official communication with the
government, and thus placing them in a far more agree-
able position than that in which they have hitherto
been. Before this, they had some difficulty in obtain-
ing redress for injuries, for they were not recognised
a8 a distinct body, and & Greek or Armenian Protes-
tant would obtain little assistance from his co-nation-
alists, but not co-religionists. I think it extremely
likely that the incident I am about to relate may have
had some influence with the Porte in causing the
firthan just mentioned.

Not far from Bebek, a pretty village on the Bos-
phorus, there lived, no longer ago than the spring of
1850, an Armenian merchant, a man of wealth, and of
considerable influence in his community. The articles
in which he dealt were principally such as can be depo-
sited in a small space—jewellery, otto of roses, perfumes,
costly drugs, embroidery, Cashmere shawls, and the
like. Of these he had his house full at the period I
speak of. He had been induced to hear the preaching
of the American missionaries at Bebek, and the result
had been that he left the communion of the Armenian
Church, and declared himself a Protestant !

The priests of his former persuasion did all they



30 LIFE OF ABDUL MEDJID.

could in the way of argument ; they stormed, they
threatened, they cajoled, they entreated, but all in
vain. The merchant “had bought the truth,” and was
resolved “to sell it not.” The patriarch was applied
to. It must be remembered that there isan Armenian
as well as a Greek patriarch ; and his holiness tried all
the same means over again, and with no better result ;
till, worn out with his fruitless labours, he gave com-
mission to excommunicate the unfortunate merchant,
and to denounce him as an excommunicated person
from the altar. A few days after this, an unruly mob
of Greeks and Armenians, but principally the latter,
assembled in front of the culprit’s house, armed with
every species of destructive instrument, dispersed the
family, who for the most part ran away in terror before
the crowd had reached the building, and then delibe-
rately pulled down the house and made a bonfire of the
goods. After this solemn religious duty had been per-
formed, the worshippers returned home, no doubt
thankful that while their brother had so awfully fallen
from the truth, they had maintained the.faith in all
its purity.

In the mean time the merchant, houseless and ruined,
wandered about from place to place, meditating on
what steps he should take in order to obtain redress.
To go to a Turkish court of justice is, in the case of a
Christian, a mere mockery. The cadi hears both par-
ties, and if they be both Christians, and both have duly
bribed the functionary, which is not by any means to
be forgotten, then the cadi will probably be pleased to
observe, that it is a great pity that pigs and dogs
cannot agree. Forgetful of the more tolerant maxim—
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¢ Let dogs delight to bark and bite,
For ’tis their nature too,”

he objects to dogs doing anything of the kind ; and
having decided that both parties are in the wrong, he
intimates the number of piastres to which the fees
amount. Should one of the litigants have forgotten
the bribe, then there is a right and wrong side to the
question ; and sometimes an inherent love of justice
will induce a cadi to decide irrespectively of the amount
of the bribe tendered.

“ See,” said such a man to a friend of one of the
American missionaries, “Demetri Parigopulos has a
complaint against Mustapha Ali, and, poor man, he is
very much in the right ; but Mustapha has given me
twenty purses to decide in his favour, though he is clearly
the aggressor. I have told Demetri that if he gives
me only ten, he shall gain his cause : he cannot do this,
it seems, and you know a man must live by his
office !”

Reflections on cases like these induced our now ruined
Armenian to eschew Turkish courts of law ; but was
he therefore to sit down contented under such an
outrage? A bright thought struck him—in its bold-
ness was his safety—he sought an interview with the
grand vizier, and laid before him all his grievances.

He was kindly and attentively listened to.

“T do not see,” said the vizier, “ what I can do. If
I interfere, it will be an extra-judicial proceeding,
and will not fail to be made a handle of by those who
dislike what they call innovations. The old Turks
call me Diaoul Pacha, as it is; what will they say if
I set up to be a judge among Christians ”

Meantime, it seemed as though the proceeding of the
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Armenian had opened a channel of thought in the
mind of the vizier. “Come to me again to-morrow ; and
though I cannot help you myself, I will take you to
one who can.”

The Armenian imagined, I do not see why, that the
vizier intended to take him to the Sheik ul Islim,
and was laying his account with a lecture on the
quarrels of pigs and dogs, more racy than any which a
<cadi would have bestowed ; but he felt it was not his
policy to refuse compliance with the vizier's orders, and
the next day saw him again at the residence of the
Turkish prime minister. A caique was ready, and
to the merchant’s awe, he soon found that he was
to be introduced into the “Sublime Presence.” The
after-part of the preceding day had been spent in
careful investigation, and the minister had laid a state-
ment of the case before the Sultan, who, with a true
Harun-al-Raschid feeling, had determined on taking
the matter into his own hands.

As soon as the Armenian bad paid the customary
respects, expressed his delight at beholding the pro-
prietor of the sun and moon, and stated that henceforth
his face, and the faces of all his descendants, would
be whitened, the Sultan plunged at once in medias
-res.

“T am told,” said his highness, “ that the Armenians
-at Bebek and its neighbourhood have pulled down
your house and burned your goods: this is wrong,
very wrong ; but now tell me, what have you done?
for no man pulls down another’s house for nothing.
What crime had you committed ?”

“May it please your Highness, I committed no
-crime a't all : I forsook what they call the faith.”
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“Itis a bad thing,” said the Sultan, “to forsake the
faith ; but what faith did you forsake #”

«T forsook the faith which commanded me to bow
down and worship the Panagia (the Virgin Mary) and
the saints.”

“What ! those yellow-painted things that I have
been told Christians worship #”

“ Yes, your Highness ; but Christians do not worship
them. Since I have been a Christian, I have not
bowed down to the Panagia.”

“Well, you are very much in the right ; you have
no right to worship their nasty pieces of painted wood ;
there is no God but God,and Mohammed is his prophet !”

The merchant bowed down reverently as the Sultan
spoke, but doubtless made a little mental reserve, and
10 one ventures to contradict the Commander of the
Faithful.

Abdul Medjid now began to inquire into the par-
ticulars of the transaction, and finding that the account
given by the Armenian tallied exactly with that which
he had received from the vizier, who it will be remem-
bered had made special inquiries into the truth of the
matter, the merchant was dismissed, and an order sent
to the patriarch of the Armenian Church to be at
Beshektasche the next day about the same hour. In
fear and trembling the primate made his appearance.
The Sultan was evidently out of temper; scarcely
could he wait till the ceremonial prostrations were
over, when he began—

“How is it that your people burn the goods and
pull down the houses of my subjects? Am not I
Sultan-ad-deen? Am I to eat dirt?” The patriarch
was greatly alarmed. He attempted to explain.

D
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“No!” said the Sultan, “I know all about it, and
have made up my mind.”

“ May it please your Highness——"

« Tt does not please me, and that is why I have sent
for you. Now hear what I have to say. -I persecute
1o one for his religion, and I will not allow you to do
it. God is great ; what pigs you are to do such a
thing! This man puts his trust in God, and sits down
under our shadow: he shall not be robbed Now
listen,” continued Abdul Medjid, from whose coun-
tenance all traces of anger had passed away ; “this mer-
chant must be reimbursed for his losses. (The patriarch
began to look pale.) As he has been injured by my
subjects, my treasury must make good the damage.
No man may pray for vengeance against us for op-
pression.” )

His Holiness began to breathe again. “Your High-
ness is the source of comfort and the rose of justice.”

“Yes, doubtless I am. This being the case, I must
see to the redress of all mischief committed against
those who look to the green banmer for protection.
Now, if I do no more than this, all true believers will
have a right to complain, for will it not be taxing
them to make up for the crimes of dogs and infidels ?
therefore, as I pay the merchant, you must pay me !”

All trace of colour had departed from the patriarchal
countenance. He opened his mouth, but the words
would not come. It was not necessary ; the Sultan
made him a sign that for the present he might be
silent.

“By this time next week the Armenian will have
his wrongs redressed ; on the corresponding day in the
week following, you will restore the amount to our
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treasury; and then, as soon as you like, you will have
. our imperial license and permission to make the evil
doers, set on, O father of bad advice! by your per-
suasions, indemnify you in your turn.

“Now I have to state the amount necessary: the
merchant says he has lost eight hundred thousand
piastres” (about £8,000); “ but as in the hurry and -
confusion of such an event, he has doubtless lost the
recollection of many valuable things which he possessed,
we will add one-half more, and we will say twelve
hundred thousand piastres ; and this will repay him
in some way for the sufferings he has gone through.
Our treasurer will pay him these 1,200,000 piastres
next week, and you will repay it to us the week
after.”

Once more his Holiness attempted to speak, but the
Sultan clapped his hands. “It. is spoken !” and the
patriarch, caught in his own snare, was obliged to
obey.

Mr. Aubrey de Vere, in his interesting work, « Pic-
turesque Sketches in Greece and Turkey,” relates the
following anecdote :—

“ An incident which occurred soon after the accession
of the present Sultan, shows that in some respects, at
least, he is not disposed to follow up the strong tra-
ditions of hisrace. At the beginning of his reign the
Ulema was resolved, if possible, to prevent the new
Sultan from carrying on those reforms which had ever
been so distasteful to the Turks, grating at once against
their religious associations and their pride of race, and
which recent ¢vents had certainly proved not to be
productive of those good results anticipated by Sultan
Mshmoud. To attain this object, the muftis adopted

D2
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the expedient of working on the religious fears of the
youthful prince. ~One day as he was praying, accord-
ing to his custom, at his father’s tomb, he heard a voice
from beneath reiterating, in a stifled tone, the words
‘Iburn! The next time that he prayed there, the
same words assailed his ears. ‘I burn ! was repeated
again and again, and no word beside. He applied to
the chief of the imans to know what this prodigy
might mean, and was informed in reply that his father,
though a great man, had also been, unfortunately, a
great reformer, and that as such it was but too much
to be feared that he had a terrible penance to undergo
in the other world. The Sultan sent his brother-in-
law to pray at the same place, and afterwards several
others of his household ; and on each occasion the same
portentous words were heard. One day he announced
his intention of going in state to his father’s tomb, and
was attended thither by a splendid retinue, including
the chief doctors of the Mohammedan law. Again
during his devotions were heard the words, ‘I burn,’
and all except the Sultan trembled. Rising from his
prayer-carpet, he called in his guards, and commanded
them to dig up the pavement and remove the tomb.
It was in vain that the muftis interposed, reprobating
so great a profanation, and uttering dreadful warnings
a8 to its consequences. The Sultan persisted; the
foundations of the tomb were laid bare, and in a cavity
skilfully left among them was found—not a burning
sultan, but a dervise. The young monarch re-
garded him for a time fixedly and with great silence,
and then said, without any further remark or the
slightest expression of anger, ‘ You burn? We must
cool you in the Bosphorus’ In a few minutes more
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the dervise wasin a bag, and the bag immediately after
was in the Bosphorus ; while the Sultan rode back to
his palace accompanied by his household and ministers,
who ceased not all the way to ejaculate ‘Mashallah !
Allah is great ; there is no God but God, and Mahomet
is his prophet.’” .
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CHAPTER IIIL

THE PRESENT STATE AND PROSPECTS OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE.

TeHE Turkish government is a despotism, but the
most mildly administered in the world. Its theories
are tremendous, but its practice is for the most part
gentle and tolerant. The Sultan is nominally the
master of the lives and fortunes of his subjects, and he
has a constitutional right to put fourteen men every
day to death without being called upon to give any
any reason for so doing. Should he go beyond this
allotted number, it must be by way of law; and
instances are not wanting of Sultans who have “lived
up to” their frightful privilege. The way, however, in
which the imperial authority is restrained, is by the
principle that the Koran is the law of the land, and a
fetva or certificate that any proposed measure is.in
accordance with the word of the prophet must be ob-
tained from the Sheik-ul-Isldm, or chief of the faith,
before it can become law. Thus the code of Turkey
will be found to comsist of a multitude of decrees,
professing to be founded on the Koran, or at least to
. be in accordance with it. The person of the sovereign
is sacred ; he himself claims to be a descendant of the
prophet and the successor of the Bagdad Caliphs, as
commander of the faithful ; and among his manifold
titles will be found those of Supreme Caliph and
Emir-ad-deen. . In consequence of the exalted notions
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thus entertained of the sanctity of his person, he was
prohibited from returning the salutation of any living
man (this rule is now a little relaxed in favour of
Europeans), but while he rode through the streets of
his capital, looking straight before him, amid his
prostrate subjects, a high officer of his court rode
before him, carrying on a block one of the Sultan’s
turbans, which he made to bow right and left in reply
to the reverential salutations of the people. For the
same reason & Sultan could pojwagry.: he might have
as many cadines, ladies, and they might have as many
odalisques, waiting-women, as pleased their respective
tastes ; but they were all slaves, and all the absolute
property of their sovereign master. On this account
the Turks, when their monarch displeases them, do
not scruple to call him “Son of @ slave,” which is a
-term of reproach, perbaps all the more effective for
being true. There was one somewhat singular
limitation to the Sultan’s power of life and death.
The Sheik-ul-Islim is not absolutely exempted from
it ; but he can only be put to death by being pounded
in a mortar ! he is privileged against the bowstring,
the scimitar, and all vulgar modes of execution. A
witty writer once observed, that as the old French
monarchy was a despotism tempered by songs, so that
of Turkey was a despotism tempered by regicide ; and
comparatively few of the Ottoman Sultans will be
found to have died a natural death. There is a great
religious power, but no nobility, strictly so called. It
is one of the first principles of Isldm, that all men are
alike before God. No man derives any privilege by
reason of his birth, save the descendants of the prophet
through his daughter Fatima. These wear a green
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turban, are called omrah, or emirs, and are free from
certain taxes ; but beyond these there can be said to
be no aristocracy. The title of pacha is a title of
office, and is not hereditary. Thus, there is no
esprit de corps among the titled persons of the
empire ; all hold their authority directly from the
Sultan, and may be deprived by him at his pleasure,
and cannot act asany check to the imperial despotism.
Rich men there are as in other lands, and riches have
their weight quite as much in Turkey as elsewhere ;
but the effect of their religious tenets has been to
create & large amount of social equality, and to pre-
vent that entire separatfon of society into classes
which we see among ourselves. Pachas are divided
into three classes, distinguished by the number of
their “fails.” We have pachas of three tails, pachas
" of two tails, and pachas of one tail. The meaning of
this somewhat grotesque expression is as follows :—
Turkish standards are horsetails dyed red, and borne
on the top of a lance; the one horsetail like a
streamer, the two or three suspended from crossbars.
The Sultan bears seven ; their effect is very picturesque ;
and the lance, surmounted by its gilded crescent, and
bearing its three crimson horsetails floating on the
breeze, forms as martial-looking a standard as any
warrior might wish to follow. This state ot things
must tend to throw the whole power of the state into
the hands of the sovereign ; and while the Janissaries
remained in being, they ruled the Sultan and the
empire alike with a rod of iron. It is not to be
denied that there are advantages as well as disad-
vantages connected with a constitution such as this;
lowness of birth keeps no one from the highest
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employment, nor does pride of birth on the part of
others prevent him from obtaining it. What is often
boasted of as being almost peculiar to England is really
the case among the Turks; and Marshal Marmont
observed with astonishment, when at Constantinople, &
pacha of the highest rank who had been a shoemaker.
Other titles are those of bey and effendi, the latter
something between honourable and esquire. It is
frequently borne by persons of the greatest distinction.
The brother of the present Sultan is called simply
Abdul-Assis Effendi. The names of Chekib Effendi
. and Fuad Effendi are well known to diplomatists ;
and here I would make one observation on Turkish
diplomacy in this country. The notion seems to have
prevailed in the councils of the Sultan that it is a
compliment to send a Christian as ambassador to a
Christian land. There never was a greater mistake.
‘We highly respect the Turkish character, but we look
with great contempt on what the Eastern churches
call Christianity ; a Greek, too, can hardly be expected
to have much-at heart the interests of Turkey ; and a
Fanariot Greek, especially, imbibes a bitter hatred of
the Ottoman from his very infancy. A genuine Moslem,
an Osmanli of the old stock, such as Mehemet Pacha,
would always be found the best representative of the
Sultan at the court of St. James.

+ To return, however, to our saubject. It the Turkish
constitution have no aristocratic check, it has a very
powerful one in the religious element, for, in addition
to the power of veto lodged in the Grand Mufti or
Sheik-ul-Islim, the Ottoman Church, if we may apply
the title to the Mohammedan establishment, is veryrich.
All property belonging to mosques has been considered
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more secure than any other, and great numbers of
persons, desirous of availing themselves of this security,
and of evading at the same time the payment of cer-
tain taxes, have made over their estates to the mosques,
on condition that they should receive, subject to a
small deduction, the fruits of the land. In process of
time, as families became extinct, the property in ques-
tion became wholly that of the mosque, and this prac-
tice has gone on till a vast amount of the land has be-
come so appropriated. On these lands Sultan Mah-~
moud often cast a longing eye ; but he knew well that
even in the season of the greatest national distress, no
Jetva could be obtained to apply them to national
purposes, and it was by no means clear that their
present disposition was not that which their original
owners had desired. Now, however, it seems that a
strong attempt is made to apply them to the ser-
vice of the state, and if this be done, Turkey will soon
right herself in a pecuniary point of view. There is
yet another source of treasure connected with the
mosques. The spectator, in looking round the interior
of one of these colossal buildings, will notice galleries
under the arches which support the dome ; these gal-
leries are full of boxes, bags, bales of merchandise, and
all sorts of valuables which have been left there for
security, and no man can guess to what extent. It
used to be customary for merchants and pilgrims to
deposit in the mosques, when they went on a far
journey, that which they most prized, and to reclaim
it on their return. Of these deposits a large propor-
tion have never been claimed, and have been lying ®
where they are for centuries. It has been proposed
that these deposits shall be also taken for the service
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of the state, save those which have been placed there
within the last fifty years, and that these last shall be
subject to reclamation within a certain period, and
then be applied like the rest. It is difficult to see
any objection to a proceeding such as this ; the other,
that of resuming the mosque lands, is a bolder step,
and may perhaps be attended with some danger.

The population of the empire amounts to about
35,000,000, including the Danubian principalities,
which, strictly speaking, ought to be excepted, as well
as Egypt.

Turkey in Eu.rope contains :—
Thrace ........ooumeen. feeeenns 1,800,000
Bulgaria .................. +v.. 3,000,000
Moldavia ...........oeeiiinnn.n 1,400,000
Wallachia . ceeeeenes 2,600,000
Bosnia and Herzogovma. e 1,100,000
Roumelia and Thessaly .......... 2,700,000
A]banm ........................ . 1,200,000
Servia ...i..iieiiiiniiiein.. 1,000,000
Isles of the Archxpe]&go vaw. 700,000
—— 15,500,000
Turkey in Asia contains :—
Asgia Minor .... 10,000,000
Byna., Mempohmm, and Kurdistan 4, 450 000
rabla ... 900 000
—— 15,850,000
Turkey in Africa contains :—
....................... . 2,000,000
mh Fez, and Tunis .......... 1,800,000
3,800,000
Total ..........eovvv.... 34,650,000

Thus the total number amounts to 34,650,000. But
if from these be deducted the Danubian principalities,
Egypt, Tunis, Fez, and Tripoli, where the Sultan is
only suzerain, and not reigning sovereign, there will
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remain a population of 27,200,000, where government
is actually administered by the Ottoman monarch.
Of these there are :—

In Europe. - In Asia. Total.
Osmanlis ...... 2,100,000 .. 10,700,000 .. 12,800,000
Greeks ........ 1,000,000 .. 1,000,000 .. 2,000,000
Armenians. . ... .. 400,000 .. 2,000,000 .. 2,400,000
Jews .......... 70,000 .. 80,000 .. 150,000
Sclavonians .... 6,200,000 .. 6,200,000
Arabs.......... In Asia and Africa .. 4,700,000

And the rest are made up of Druses, Kurds, Tartars,
Syrians, Turcomans, and Chaldeans. This last com-
putation takes in a large portion of the African Arabs.
Computed with regard to religion, there are in the
whole empire— '
Mahommedans........ 21,000,000 _
Christians (Greek) .... 13,000,000 including Armenians.
" (Roman) .... 900,000

JOWB o0ttt i 150,000
Different sects ........ 300,000

35,350,000

‘We come now to the question of education—one of
great importance at all times, but especially to an
empire like that of the Ottoman, in a state of transi-
tion. It would be a great mistake to imagine that the
Turks have been, for some centuries, an ignorant
people. They have had little scientific enlightenment,
it is true ; but they have not been without their fair
share of Asiatic learning. Now they are improving in
other respects, also. In 1847, the whole educational
system of the country was re-modelled, and there are
now three classes of schools—elementary, middle, and
collegiate. The first teach reading, writing, arithmetic,
and the Koran; to these schools all parents are
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obliged to send their children as soon as they attain
the age of six years. These schools are mostly
endowed, and the instruction is gratuitous ; but, in
case of need, government supplies what is required.
The next order of schools teaches the Arabic and
Turkish languages grammatically ; history—so far as
Turkey and the Caliphate are concerned—sometimes
going a little further, and touching on French, English,
and Russian history ; geography, and the elementary
branches of mathematics. These schools, being a new
creation, are not endowed, and are therefore wholly
supported by government. They have about a thou-
sand pupils at present at Constantinople, in six schools;
but it is contemplated to increase the number of stu-
dents to 3,000, and that of the schools to fourteen.
Here, also, education is gratuitous, Of colleges there
are two for the civil service; one for diplomacy and
education—a normal school, to serve as a model for
provincial institutions ; a medical school, founded by
the late Sultan ; the two imperial military and artillery
colleges ; a naval college ; an agricultural college ; a
veterinary college ; and the Imperial University of
Constantinople. There are upwards of forty public
libraries in the capital alone ; many museums—philo-
sophical, anatomical, antiquarian, and industrial ; thir-
teen newspapers in Constantinople, three of which are
in Turkish; and twenty-one in other parts of the
empire. . As these means of intellectual improvement
do not exist on paper only, but are being carried
honestly into execution, it will be evident that Turkey
is fast rising in the educational scale, and is entitled to
rank far above Russia, with all her pretensions. Of
the primary schools there are no fewer than 400 in the

.
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capital alone, containing 23,000 pupils. These schools,
as well as the others, are frequently visited by the
Sultan, who sometimes takes a part in the examina-
tions. .

The commerce of Turkey can hardly be said to be
a8 yet developed. The foreign trade in 1852 was as
follows :—

Tmports.. £11,823,300 Exports... £10,644,450
Nearly one quarter of this is with England ; viz :—

Imports........ 252,300,000 piastres, or £2,300,000

Exports........ 130,500,000 ,,  or £1,200,000
Commercial legislation is quite in its infancy in Turkey.
The general idea seems to be that of free trade abroad,
and restriction at home. The commercial portion of
the Code Napoleon was introduced as law in 1850 ;
and tribunals of commerce exist at Constantinople,
Alexandria, and Smyrna.

The postal regulations are well managed. Tartars
on swift horses perform the internal communication ;
and that with foreign lands is carried on by the
Austrian Lloyd steamers, those of the Danube Com-
pany, the Russian mail, the French “ Messageries
Nationales,” and the English Peninsular and Oriental
Company. There are, also, Egyptian steamers, and
others, to Batoum and Tribezond ; but they are irre-
gular and uncertain. The Turkish coinage is in an
improving, though as yet far from satisfactory state.
The piastre, or grush, worth about 2}d., is the unit.
It is & small, ugly piece of copper, poorly washed with
silver ; and, in consequence of its low intrinsic value,
mllhon.s of false piastres circulate through the empire.
The new coin is good ; but, as might be expected, it
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speedily disappears. And though the circulation or
even the importation of foreign coin is prohibited,
yet there is not a piece known in Europe which will
not circulate in Turkey, and the value is familiar to all
the dealers in the bazaars.

Agriculture is at a very low ebb. To this many
causes have contributed—want of roads, on which we
shall have to speak more fully in another chapter ;
want of industry, which is not so much to be wondered
at, as there are very few motives to its exercise, and
in proportion as these exist the people show themselves
more active ; but, above all things, want of population.
T have been astonished in passing through some of the
richest districts in Asia Minor, to see how entirely
their natural advantages were thrown away. The
land is cultivated, where cultivated at all, precisely as
it was in the patriarchal ages; there are the same
kind of implements in use, and positively no advance
has been made. Indeed, on the whole, agriculture is
even yet retrograding ; and all that can be said is,
that the retrogression is in a diminishing ratio.

The same melancholy picture must be drawn of the
manufacturing progress of the country, save that this
seems to have reached its lowest point of depression,
and to be now moving slowly onwards. There are
flourishing manufactories of silk at Broussa and
Diabekir ; and as the Turks are now, for the first
time in their history, beginning to make roads, it may
be expected that, in the departments just mentioned,
their progress will be soon sensible.

Politically speaking, the Turks are an advanced
people ; they stand second only to England, America,
Norway, and Sardinia, in the character of their insti-
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tutions. Commercially, they take, as yet, a low rank ;
not because, as some say, they despise commerce, and
look on war alone as their proper occupation, for this
has never been the case. They did, indeed, regard all
other interests as secondary to that of the Koran, and
conceived it a duty, so long as there were infidel
nations to conquer, to propagate IslAmism by the
sword ; but it was still as a means, and not as an end.
And now that they are awakened from that dream of
conquest, and see themselves surrounded by Christian
nations far too mighty for them to have any hope of
subduing them, they will doubtless give free play to
their commercial inclinations.

The finances of the empire, however embarrassed at
the present time, are in a condition rather improving
than otherwise, and probably, in a few years, may
exhibit a satisfactory aspect. The total national
income is about seven and a half millions sterling, and
the expenditure rather more ; but the ancient corrup-
tion is still only partially removed, and the pay of
the public functionaries alone amounts to nearly
£2,000,000. The revenue is chiefly derived -from
three sources—tithes, land-tax, and indirect taxes;
each of the former produces about £2,000,000 annually,
and the latter a million and a half. The haratch,
or poll-tax, produces another half million; the cus-
toms nearly another million ; and the rest is made
up by the tribute from Egypt and the Danubian
principalities. ’

The tithe is the most productive of all the above
impositions ; and as it is farmed out, as is also a great
part of the customs, a comparatively small portion
reaches the Sultan’s treasury. The haratch is only
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levied upon Christians, and is accompanied by an
exemption from serving in the army.

‘While, however, little is done to make the present
taxes productive, and agriculture and commerce are
so decidedly neglected, there are yet ome or two
considerations which, under favourable circumstances,
may much ameliorate the financial condition of the
Porte. One is, that the abolition of the old practice
of confiscation will greatly decrease the tendency to
make land wakouf; and, by increasing the owner'’s
actual interest, will induce him to bestow more care on
the cultivation ; this will increase both tithes and land-
tax. The next is, that the military feudalism being
now abolished, the fiefs are becoming the property of
the Sultan, and the indemnities granted, decreasing
year by year, will soon disappear from the budget.
These items, at present, amount to rather more than
half a million per annum. Of debt, strictly speaking,
there is none; but the bad metal money entails an
actual deficiency of nearly nine millions sterling.

It will now be well to lay before the reader the text
of the Turkish Magna Charta, the great bulwark of
Ottoman liberty, the Hatti Scheriff of Gulhané. On
the 2nd of November, 1839, this celebrated charter,
which the late Sultan had prepared, was solemnly
read by Redshid Pacha, in the presence of the Sultan,
before all the great vassals of the empire, and the
foreign ministers, deputies also being present from the
Greeks, Armenians, and the Jews, subjects of the
Sultan, in the kiosk of Gulharé, in the Seraglio. The
Sultan, and the high dignitaries of the empire, took
the oath of fidelity to the new charter, and Abdul
Medjid became a constitutional sovereign.

E .
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“The assessment of regular and fixed taxes is a con-
sideration of vital importance, since the state, having
to provide for the defence of its territory, can only
raise the means necessary for the maintenance of the
army by contributions on the people. Although,
thanks be to God, the inhabitants of this country have
lately been freed from the curse of monopolies, for-
merly improperly looked upon as a source of revenue,
a fatal practice still remains in force, although it can-
not fail to give rise to the most disastrous consequences
—it is that of venal corruption, known under the
name of Htizam. According to this system of civil
and financial practice, a district is abandoned to the
arbitrary rule of one individual, but too often noto-
rious for his rapacity and the most cruel and most
insatiable disposition ; for, sheuld this farmer of the
revenue not be & virtuous man, he will have no other
care but that tending to his own advantage.

“ It becomes, then, necessary for every member of
the Ottoman society to he taxed according to a fixed
rate, in proportion to his means and circumstances,
and that nothing further should be exacted from him,
and that special laws should also fix and limit the
expenses of our army and navy.

“ Although we have already observed the defence
of the country is a most important consideration, it
becomes the duty of the inhabitants to supply soldiers
to that object : it becomes essential to establish laws
to regulate contingents which each district is to supply,
according to the urgency of the moment, and to reduce
the time of the military service to four or five years ;
for it is at the same time doing an injustice, and
inflicting a mortal blow on agriculture and industry,
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to take, without regard to the respective populations.
of each district, from oné more, from other fewer men,
than they can afford to provide ; and it is also reducing:
the soldiers to despair, and contributing to the depo-
pulation of the country, to retain them all their
lives in the service. In short, without the different
laws of which the necessity has been shown,here is
neither strength, riches, happiness, nor tranquillity for
the empire, and it has to expect these blessings as soon
as these laws come into operation.

“ It is therefore decreed, that in future the cause of
every individual shall be tried publicly, according to our
divine laws, after mature inquiry and examination ;
and till a regular sentence has been pronounced, no
one shall have it in his power, either secretly or pub-
licly, to put an individual to death, either by poison
or by any other means.

“ 1t is not permitted to attack the honour of any
individual, unless before a court of justice.

“ Every individual shall be allowed to be master of
his own property, of whatsoever kind, and shall be
allowed to dispose of it with full liberty, without any
obstacle being offered by any one. For instance, the
innocent heirs of a criminal shall mot forfeit their
right to his property, nor shall the property of a
criminal be any longer cenfiscated.

¢ These- imperial coneessions extend to all our sub-
jects, of whatever religion or sect they may be, and
these advantages they shall, without exception, enjoy.

“ Thus we grant full security to the inhabitants of
our empire of life, honour, and property, as we are
bound to do, according to the text of anr holy law.

“ As to the other subjects, they are subsequently to -

E2
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be regulated after the decision of the enlightened
members of our Council of Justice, the members of
which will be increased according to necessity, which
is to meet on certain days, which we shall appoint.
Our ministers and dignitaries of the empire will
assemble to establish laws for the security of life and
property, and the assessment of taxes, and every mem-
ber of these assemblies shall be free to express his
opinion and to give his advice.

“ Laws concerning the regulation of the military

service will be debated at the military council, which
will hold its meetings at the palace of the Seraskier.
- “ Asg goon as one law is settled, in order that it may
be for ever valid, it shall be presented to us, and we
shall honour it with our sanction, and to the head
thereof we shall affix our imperial seal.”

Since the above Hatti Scheriff was issued, the
following statement has appeared in the Turkish
Gazette :— .

“ The Sultan, ever since his accession, has most
ardently desired to signalise his reign by the re-esta-
blishment of the Ottoman power on the basis of the
common well-being of his subjects. His efforts have
on various occasions been crowned with the most
signal success : but one fundamental reformation was
requisite to crown his labours, and to assure to his
people the benefits which he sought to confer upon
them. The collection of the revenue has remained up
to the present time laden with abuse, oppressive to the
subjects, and detrimental to the state. Numerous
firmans have been issued—inquiries have taken place ;
but the Sultan, during his late journey through the
provinces, having employed himself in examining into
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the state of the administration, has been convinced
that no sensible improvement has been effected, and
that more decisive measures are required.

“In order to proceed methodically in this refor-
mation, his highness has ordered an extensive inquiry
to be instituted, so as on the one hand to ascertain
the amount of the contributions actually paid by each
district, and, on the other, to ascertain the actual
disbursements for the army, the marine, the arsenals,
and the other military establishments.

“ The council of the Porte has therefore been
assembled in presence of the high functionaries of the
state, to deliberate on the best means for carrying the
intention of his highness into execution ; and after a
long debate, it has been resolved as follows :—

“ ¢ That a table shall be constructed, exhibiting the
sums received—I1st, for the trea.sury ; 2nd, for the
Vallis and Voivodes ; 3rd, for the expenses of travel-
ling functionaries ; 4th, the amount of contributions
in kind to different departments, paid in saltpetre,
corn, timber, &c.; 5th, the value of labour to which
cértain towns and districts were liable, under the
denomination of Angaria (corvée); 6th, the sums paid
for local police, judges, &c.

“ ¢<That an exact statement or balance-sheet be
prepared of the whole revenue, fixed and casual, of the
state.

« ¢ Henceforward every tax unauthorized by the
ancient canon shall be abolished.

. % ¢ The properties of the high functionaries of the
state, whether military or civil, and the persons
attached to their services, shall be equally assessed
with those of the nation.
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« ¢ Every exemption from taxation, and every privi-
lege through which the common burdens were avoided,
shall cease.

“¢The imposts shall be imposed with complete
impartiality, at a rate of so much per thousand, which
shall yearly be settled in the month of March, accord-
ing to the new ordinanoce.

¢ ¢ Each individual shall receive a ticket bearing the
seal of the community, stating the amount of his con-
tributions, and these sums shall be entered in the
public register of each municipality.

“ ¢ Men of recognised probity and intelligence shall
be commissioned, at the public expense, to prosecute
the netessary inquiries throughout the empire.

“ ¢The above regulations shall immediately be car-
ried into execution in the two provinces nearest to the
capital, Broussa and Gallipoli, so that the effects and
advantages of the change may be observed, and with
the least possible delay extended to the remainder of
the empire.

“ ¢ From the date of the execution of this order, the
two provinces designated shall be exempt from the
payment of the impost termed ¢ Ichtisab’ (internal
-customs).

“ ¢ The confiscation of private property shall in no
instance be allowed. The government shall in no case
appropriate to itself the property of individuals, except
-on the death of persons who have no heirs.

“ ¢ The government will reserve to itself the right
of previous liquidation in the case of a holder of
government money dying without sufficient effects to
«cover his debts.’

“ These regulations, fixed by the Council of the
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Porte, have been confirmed by the High Council, and
sanctioned by the Imperial Firman. o

“ As these present institutions have for their object
to cause the religion, government, nation, and empire
to reflourish, we solemnly bind ourselves to do nothing
in contravention to them. As a pledge of our pro-
mise, it is our determination, after having them depo-
sited in the hall which contains the glorious mantle of
the prophet, in presence of all the ulemas and digni-
. taries of the empire, to abide by these institutions in
the name of God, and then order the ulemas and
grandees of the empire to take the same solemn oath.
After that, he who shall violate these institutions shall
be liable, without any regard being paid to his rank,
consideration, or credit, to corresponding punishment
to his faults, after once it has been made clear.

“ A penal code shall be drawn out to this effect.

“ As every functionary receives at present a suitable
salary, and as the pay of those who are not yet suf-
ficiently rewarded is to be subsequently increased,
rigorous laws will be promulgated against the sale of
patronage and places under government, which the
divine law reprobates, and which is one of the prin-
cipal causes of the downfall of the empire.

“ The above resolutions being a complete renovation
of ancient customs, this imperial decree shall be pub-
lished at Constantinople, and in all the provinces of
our empire, and shall be communicated officially to all
the ambassadors of friendly powers residing at Con-
stantinople, in order that they may be witnesses to the
granting of these institutions, which, if it may please
God, are to endure for ever.

“ May the Almighty God extend his protection to
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usall. Let those who may presume to violate the
present institutions be the object of divine maledic-
tion, and be deprived of happiness now and for ever !
Amen.” \

The preface to the charter sets forth the mischief
which has arisen from the non-observance of the laws
of the Koran, and the principles of justice and mercy,
on which the conduct of states as well as of indi-
viduals should be regulated.

In addition to this charter, there is also the ¢ tanzi-
mat,” a collection of reforming statutes, which have been
enacted from time to time, and to which every session
of the great council makes additions ; these are called
tanzi mat ¢ hairigi, salutary regulations, and may be
said to be the beginning of a statute law for the
Turkish empire.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE TURKISH ARMY AND NAVY.

Ir we consider the races of Russia and that of
Turkey, we shall find much resemblance between
them ; they are both children of the steppes of Asia,-
whether the Tartarian family which is still powerful in
Moscow, or the Osmanli which bears despotic sway in
Constantinople. The present Russian empire is exter-
nally more European ; but its servile obedience to the
will of a despotic master, and his general style of
government, remind us powerfully of the Asiatic
empires of old. Russia has made progress during the
last century in extent as well as in civilization; while,
on the contrary, Turkey has lost many of her finest
. provinces. It was thought, too, by some, that the
fiery spirit by which her soldiers were once distin-
guished, had died out; but she has proved to her
assailants, that if they imagine this still, they may find
themselves mistaken, to their cost.

The ancient Turks, who were natives of the high
steppes of Asia, being poor, and accustomed to a life
of hardihood, good horsemen and dexterous archers,
were a nation of soldiers, brave, though rude ; and for
centuries’ they acted as mercenaries in the armies of’
Asia, and sometimes even of Africa. At last the more
northern and eastern Tartars, equally children of the
steppes, turned their arms against them ; and, being
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more powerful, overcame them. And then these
retreated to Asia Minor, some of them as mercenaries
combating the Tartars, while the others laid the
foundation of the Turcoman empire in the countries of
Asia nearest to Europe. By degrees, they mingled
the civilization of Europe with the bravery of their
fathers. The Tartars, who still remained a rude, uncul-
tivated people, were driven from Asia Minor, and the
Othman race became the inheritors of the magnificence,
the science, and the military renown of the once-famed
sovereigns of Bagdad.

In those times, their war-tactics resembled ¢hose of
all the eastern nations. A vast collection of fighting
men, without regular military order, were forced upon
the field of action ; the horsemen, intrepid natives
of the steppes, forming the van, harassed the foe
without waiting for his attack ; and if, unfortunately,
the Europeans pursued them with too much im-
petuosity, they would suddenly turn and rush upon
the enemy, who, thus surprised, was very often over-
come. Thus did whole armies combat in retreating.
They had a saying, “In the evening the prephét con-
quers ;” and therefore, when they had exhausted their
foe by useless attacks, they took advantage of the
moment, and formed a few deep columns, the rear
force the foremost, and dashed upon the enemy with
their wild cries and crashing Asiatic music. If by this
rushing the foe were thrown off his guard, then they
succeeded. But a firm reception by bayonets and
lances soon repelled them, and they could neither be
rallied nor stopped in flying from the field. Thus far
the regular Asiatic cavalry may still be relied on. They
are cruel in victory ; and, even in retreat, they are
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destructive. However, when once their manner of
fighting is known, they can rarely stand against the
compactness and mancuvres of European soldiery.

‘When the Mahommedan. power was founded, to
fight the “ Infidels” was, with them, religion; and the
surest passport to their paradise was to be killed on
the field :—

“Who dies in battle ’gainst the Giaour
Is worthiest an immortal bower.”

This powerful sentiment led to those conquests
which finally placed Constantinople in their hands ;
and then the Sultans perceived that, to continue
their career, and to be victorious in Europe, it would
be requisite to have European organization and Euro-
pean science in war.

They were most deficient in infantry and the art of
fortification. A standing corps of infantry of Asiatics
was speedily formed, and instructed in the Greek
tactics and the Greek art of fortifying; but these
corps began to form conspiracies, and the sultans
resolved to engage Europeans in the service of conquer-
ing Europe. And then was formed the celebrated.
Turkish infantry, called the Janissaries. These troops,
the history of which has been given in a previous chap-
ter, were formed, at first, of Christians ; and afterwards
of the sons of Christians brought up in the Moslem
military schools. These Janissaries were the first
great standing army of Europe in the middle ages.
The troops of tyrants require to be well treated ; and,
a8 a symbol that it was so, the Janissaries wore a
spoon in -their caps. Leaving this spoon untouched
for a single day—a sign that they had lost their ap-
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petite—has, under certain political circumstances, cost
many a grand vizier his head, and many a sultan his
throne, during the decline of the empire.

8Still, the principal part of the Turkish armies were
levied on the same plan as those in the feudal ages.
The Spahis, the most distinguished cavalry regiments,
were rewarded with rich tracts of land ; and besides
these, were the wild hordes from Asia, the Bashi
Bouzuks, who seem to have been something like
our “free lances,” with many other corps, differ-
ing in arrangement and efficiency : and as the great
bulk of the army of Turkey served without re-
muneration, simply being exempted from taxation,
these soldiers were regarded by the Janissaries as
merely instrumental in protecting themselves from the
enemy's fire, or to fill up the trenches. As their own
subjects had little talent for science or invention, the
Sultans attached to their service foreigners of ability,
and by that means gradually introduced innovations
into the Turkish army. They had, in the conflict
with Timour, discovered the terrible effect of a power-
ful artillery ; and thus we see them, earlier than any
European power, remarkable for their use of that arm,
—their sappers, miners, and waggon-train. Such a
military force as this, so remarkable in the history of
those ages, might well become the dread of other coun-
tries in Europe, then torn by civil and religious dis-
sensions. At that time their campaigns were models
of strategy.

But in these armies alone consisted the strength of
the Ottoman despotism. They gave themselves no
concern respecting the organization of the empire, and
left the happiness of the subject to the Koran’;
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in fact, the will of a despotic master, of whatever
degree, was the rule of government, aided by the
bowstring and the bastinado. As despotism is always
alarmed should a subject win a name and power, it
was requisite to arrange such a system as should in-
vest the sultan with power to rid himself of any one
whose ability and influence might become too potent,
and this was to 'be done with some appearance of
justice. It was also the custom of the Turks to
declare all territory acquired by conquest the property
of the sultan, and all the inhabitants slaves ; and as
from indolence much power was left in the hands of
the oppressed or revengeful, and they were allowed to
possess municipal administration, such a government
could not be durable. It has been said of Mohammed
that he made converts with the Koran in one hand
and the sword in the other ; and this seems to have
been literally followed up by the Mohammedans, “Who-
ever becomes a convert to Islim has the same rights as
true believers:” if the vanquished foe accepted the con-
dition, well ; if not, slavery or extirpation ensued.

Itis impossible not to be struck with the resem-
blance between the two empires in the system, whether
of government or warfare, in those early times. In
Russia, came foremost in battle the hordes of the
steppes, the feudal cavalry as it were of Tartary, which
made the best part of the army; then the infantry, which
was far from efficient, attacking in deep columns,
‘and strictly observant of the Asiatic principle of
rayaging every country they bad to abandon to the
foe.

However, as long as wise and energetic leaders con-
ducted the military despotism of Turkey, as long as
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her forces were not brought into opposition with
greater skill in military tactics, her empire augmented
both in power and extent. But after the invention of
printing, many works on the subject of war were
published in France, Germany, and Italy ; and by the
end of the fifteenth and at the beginning of the six-
teenth century, war was again carried on in Europe on
scientific principles, and now the Turks discovered that
they must either reform their own tactics or yield to
the Germans in the field.

The Janissaries and the Spahis, who were the flower
of the Turkish army, never exceeded in number more
than 100,000 effective men, while the number of Janis-
saries actually employed varied from: 10,000 to 40,000 ;
these corps were generally scattered in different points,
making each but a small portion of the army. At the
commencement of a battle the Janissaries and Spahis
would drive the infantry before them to the field, and
then endeavoured by their own might to decide the
fortune of the day, while the main body of the army
would remain idly looking on, safe beyond gun-shot,
but intending, in case of victory, to rush forward and
aid in destroying the enemy, or, in a reverse case, to
leave the Janissaries and Spahis to their fate, and rush
away, cursing their chiefs, and inflicting ravages even
on their own provinees. By degrees these masses in
the rear of the Turkish army ceased to be considered
as formidable ; and Sobieski, having acquired the
Swedish and German tactics, soon formed some corps
ont their principle, and thus with these and his Polish

 hussars, he, with 10,000 or 15,000 men, often scat~
tered hundreds of thousands, and victoriously cleared
whole provinces of the foe. About that period also an
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army of 160,000 Turks was defeated on the Raab, by
60,000 men under Montecuculi ; and at Vienna, where
they were so superior in numbers, they suffered a
terrible defeat ; and this was followed up by the suc-
cesses of Prince Louis of Baden, and of Prince
Eugene ;—Sophia in Bulgaria, and Belgrade, were
taken.

From the time of the defeat at Vienna the Janissa~
ries began to. decline in power, and the government
became that of a “camarilla.” Victory, that auxiliary of
a despotic power, had forsaken the standard of Mo-
hammed, and a defeat on the frontier was responded to
by a victorious revolt in the realm. The ministry could
1o longer recruit the army as of old, the Janissary corps
was composed of poor tradesmen, and from a body of
able warriors, it became a band of mutineers. These
troops were for a long time a source of disquiet ; from
the death of Selim IIIL. many attempts were made
to dissolve them, and to form an army on Euro-
pean principles,—with what success has been seen
in the first chapter.

Having thus as succinetly as possible shown the
elements of the Turkish army in former times, we must
consider her present capabilities, and review her con-
dition as it has been of late years.

The Turkish empire, as far as natural advantages
are concerned, is one of the finest in the world, com-
prising the beautiful country which is washed by the
waters of the Mediterranean, the sea of Marmora, and
the Euxine ; whether in Europe, Asia, or Africa, they
have everywhere possessed the means of a civilization ¢
and improvement, which the Koran has cramped
their power of employing. The Turks have not till
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recently kept pace with the progress of ages, but
should it be mercifully permitted them to survive the
present contest, into which Turkey has been forced by
an encroaching and ruthless foe, it seems probable that
the reforms already begun in that country will be con-
tinued with spirit. The question now is, her resources
in the present emergency. By some the standing
army is said to amount to 150,000 men ; the redifs
or reserves, 150,000 ; the auxiliary troops, number un-
known, and the irregular troops in the same category.

The present organization of the standing and re-
served army, is a mixture of the Asiatic customs and
ideas as of old, and the modern European military
system. Of the six ordous or divisions, two are gene-
rally stationed in and around Constantinople, while
others are placed on the banks of the Danube, and
near the Balkan, whose passes it is so important to.
guard ; and two more, in Mesopotamia and Syria, to
guard the provinces. - It is known that the guards are
well trained, well clothed, and armed, but such is
not the case with the provincial corps. To these six
bodies of the army, as they are termed, may be added
a few troops, independent, but not so powerful ; as, for
instance, the brigade at Candia, and an independent
body of police and artillery..

The redifs comprise the soldiers discharged from
the standing army. Their officers receive half-pay,
and reside in the villages to which the men belong.
The men themselves are exercised for one month in

.every year, during which they receive pay. The

whole number of the redifs may amount to 150,000
men, and they are believed to be in a condition of con-
siderable efficiency. As to the auwiliary troops, it so
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entirely depends on the pachas in the provinces how
many they will send, or whether they will send any
at all, that the Sultan is obliged to be thankful for any
aid from those quarters ; and this explains, probably,
the marriage of four of the very youthful daughters of
Abdul Medjid to some of the powerful pachas, just
before the commencement of the present contest.

As to the trregular troops, or Bashi Bouzuks, there
is much difficulty in ascertaining their exact number,
only it is believed that it exceeds that of the Russian
auxiliary troops, and being better mounted, they may
be regarded as superior ; but as they come for booty
alone, they retire to Asia as winter approaches. Omer
Pasha is now engaged in the arduous attempt to bring
this wild soldiery under European discipline.

The Albanians are very brave, and provided they do
not side with the Greeks, may render efficient service
in the field as good infantry ; but the Turkish govern-
ment fears to trust them, for their habits are lawless
and predatory ; but when attached, they are to the
highest degree brave and faithful.

‘When the Turks last encountered the Russians in
war, they brought into the field an army which fluctu-
ated from 75,000 men to 150,000 men, in Europe
and Asia ; and though there were times when the main
body amounted to 100,000, yet, being scattered in
small divisions, occupying false positions, it showed the
want of skill of its leader; and the Russian artillery
everywhere surpassed that of the Turks. These latter
fight with determination when defended by walls and
moats ; but the Russian bayonet gained the advantage
in the field. The Turks, however, were superior in
cavalry. :

F
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It was in 1843 that the existing military system in
Turkey was organized, and the army “ remodelled upon
a European pattern;” and it consists—that is, the
effective army of Nizam—of six divisions or camps,
the Turkish name for which is ordow. So much has
already been written on this subject, that we need not
enter into more than a few general particulars which
we have not yet noticed. The term of active service
is five years, when the men retire to their homes to
form the redif, in which they remain seven years, and
are liable to be called upon for their services, if re-
quired. This has been the case of late; a large body
of redifs has been summoned, and they have joined the
troops of Omer Pasha.

Thus the Sultan has an effective force of at least
150,000 men, and this could be doubled immediately by
assembling the reserves. Then, we must not forget
the irregulars, which in case of necessity could be made
eminently useful in desultory warfare, and the,rein-
forcements from the tributary provinces, among which
must be especially noticed that of Egypt. It is
pleasant to know that the Turkish troops are well
kept. A contemporary asserts that they are “well
found and well treated in every respect.” A writer
in the United Service Magazine, says : “Taking into.
consideration the relative value of money in the
different countries of Europe, no army is better
fed or clothed than the Turkish.” Officers of
distinction, who recently visited the head-quarters at
Schumla, speak highly of their discipline and military
efficiency.

The division of the regular army is as follows :—
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Six ordous or camps, each containing 11 regiments— -
Infantry 6 regiments of 2,800 men .. 16,800

Cavalry 4 . 740 ,, .. 2,800
Atrtillery 1 ;. 1,300 ,, .. 1,300
20,980

Total, 126,080,

The Ottoman navy received many successive blows
some years ago : in the battle of Navarino the fleet
was reduced from near seventy vessels to about thirty,
and those dizabled ;- when the kingdom of Greece was
formed, Turkey lost Hydra, Ipsara, and Spezzia, three
islands which had furnished her with some of her best
sailors ; this, of course, was another disadvantage ; but
the Admiral Takir Pacha, in the ten years that he was
in power, from 1829 to 1839, found means not only to
repair the disastrous losses in the battle of Navarino,
but he also succeeded in giving the Ottomans a place
among the second-class maritime powers. In the
period between 1840 and 1850, the naval power was
effectively increased, especially in steam-vessels ; about
fifteen years ago the naval force of Turkey was of
seventy-four vessels, sixteen of which were first and
second rate ships, and carried from seventy-four to 130
guns each, But those vessels cannot now be con-
sidered as of any use in such a contest as the present ;
some are under repair, and must, of course, have been
damaged, and others are entirely disabled.

At the beginning of the present war Turkey was
considered to possess a fleet of seventy vessels ; but the
terrible affair of Sinope has reduced, though to no great
extent, the number. There are 34,000 sailors in the:
Turkish navy ; these crews are divided into companies,

F2
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whose officers receive the same pay as those in the
army. There is also a corps of marines of 4,000 men.
And it is unanimously agreed both by French and
English officers, who have had opportunities of judging, *
that they have for some years made great progress in
nautical knowledge ; their vessels are well built, the
machinery is of English construction, and according to
the principles received as the best.

Sinope, the scene of an unexpected and murderous
attack, is a place of the greatest importance in the
present, or indeed any, war with Russia : it is situated
on the coast of Anatolia, on the southern shore of the
Euxine or Black Sea, and it is a point which, should
the war continue, it will be important for the Porte
to fortify ; as could Russia obtain possession of it, she
would render it impregnable by the Turks, and thence
could disembark her armies, and pour them into Asia
Minor—by which means the Turks in Asia would be
exposed to the assaults of an enemy both in front and
rear. When Nicholas attacked the Turkish fleet in the
bay of Sinope, he well knew the advantages that would
accrue to him from its conquest. Not only is Sinope a
fine roadstead, but the town is imposingly situated in
the midst of a boldly projecting isthmus; and the
houses are, some of them, surrounded by gardeus,
which bring to the remembrance of those who have
seen it, the beautiful site of Damascus ; these, how-
ever, are not the recommendations coveted by the
Autocrat ; in consequence of the oaks which abound
on the mountains near Sinope, it is adapted to become
a building arsenal ; ships of the line and other vessels
are being constructed there, and, from the excellence
of the wood, are justly celebrated as the best in the
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Turkish navy, while the shipwrights are principally
Englishmen. It is easy to imagine that Nicholas was
anxious to secure such a prize before the fleets ot
France and England made their appearance in the
Black Sea.

Odesss, a beautiful and interesting town, reminding
the traveller of an oriental city, is now much shattered,
through the wanton aggression of the Russians, in
firing on a vessel under the safeguard of a flag of
truce ; and for this cowardly act the lives and property
of thousands of unoffending people have been placed in
jeopardy. Some have regretted that the town was
not taken; but it stands on Russian territory, and
even if safely guarded by sea, would require immense
resources to defend it on land, as the Russians could
attack it from the country, and prevent any supplies
from entering.

Turning to the Danubian provinces, we find before
the omset, that Schumla was strongly fortified ; for
being so important in guarding the pass of the Balkan
mountains, 80,000 of the regular troops, and 30,000 ot
the irregular, were assembled in Schumla; Varna,
Ruschuck, and Silistria, were also cared for, while
along the frontier of the Caucasus many detached forts
had been erected.

‘We come now to a question of great importance—
the admission of Christians into the Ottoman forces.
The Sclavonians number some eight or nine millions
of Turkish subjects, naturally brave and warlike, but
by no means disposed to submit to Russian autocracy.
But if they eschew Russia and her offers of present
protection, will they, in hope of future advantages,
support the Ottomans in their hour of need? Many
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recent events and their apparent tendency induce us
to cherish such an expectation. The early efficiency of
many of Sultan Mahmoud’s changes was impeded and
impaired by the prejudices of the older Musselmen;
and Europe, as if through an envious spirit, of detraction,
began clamorously to deride the reforming Sultan’s
failure. It was jeeringly said, that the attempt to
. engraft European civilization upon the old Mahometan
stock, was an absurd whim which must end in dis-
appointment ; the bulwark of the Ottoman Porte was
thrown down with the Janissaries, and the reformed
Nizam were simply good Turks spoiled by European
dress and drilling. Thus jeered old Mussulmen and
impatient or interested foreigners, at Sultan Mahmoud’s
honest and painstaking endeavours to develop the
native capabilities of his people, and place them upon
a footing with contemporary powers.

‘We call the foreign detractors of Mahmoud’s reforms
either impatient or interested, for they were either
those superficial and hasty mortals who expect every-
thingto be done at once and off-hand, or else Russians so-
licitous to ensure the failure which they took such pains
to announce. The decree which the Czars of Russia
would -stereotype, if they could, respecting the Turks,
18— Sint ut sunt, aut non sint.” But thanks to Sultan
Mahmoud’s daring enterprise, and the successor’s calm
perseverance in the path chalked out for him by his
father, the Turks have not stood still, nor taken a
retrogade step in obedience to the Russian adjutant’s
fierce command,—“As you were.” They have steadily
progressed; while the inattentive surmised that they
had been standing still, they have renewed their
strength like eagles, while their insidious foes have
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‘been representing them as grovelling on the ground in
helpless, hopeless, careless imbecility.

One obvious element of defence for the Ottoman
empire was neutralized, if not rendered positively.
noxious, by that old Mussulman fanaticism which it
was Mahmoud’s incessant endeavour to eradicate, or at
least abate—we allude to the exclusion of the Chris-
tian population of Turkey from the Ottoman army.
The four principal stocks inhabiting European Turkey
are the Osmanlis, the Greeks, the Roumanians of Wal-
lachia and Moldavia, and the Sclavonians. Of these,
the Osmanlis amount to about 1,100,000, the Greeks
to 1,000,000, the Roumanians to 4,000,000, and the
Sclavonians alone to nearly eight or nine millions.
Upon the attitude of this latter race, let it be observed
in passing, depends, in a great measure, the future con-
dition of the Ottoman empire and the world. This
warlike race, however, were scarcely regarded by the
early Mussulmans in the light of defenders of the
Ottoman throne ; they were more frequently watched
as its nearest foes. A more enlightened view of his
Christian subjects was taken by Mahmoud and his
successor, but owing to one obstructive cause or other,
the amalgamation of Christians in the Ottqman army
has only practically, and to any considerable extent,
taken place within the last year. Various suggestions
have been made, and some important ones adopted,
with a view to overcome the difficulties which must
beset the entry of any recruit from Europe into an
army organized on Asiatic principles. Implicit obe-
dience to a commander-in-chief—to the leader of an
army, a division, or a regiment—is readily paid; but
the utility—nay, necessity for the efficiency of Euro-
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pean discipline, of serjeants and corporals, is either
derided or disregarded. Most of the recent mishaps
of the Turkish forces in Asia are assignable to the de-
plorable inefficiency of the subaltern officers, and the
all but absolute neglect of the details of command.
The Lacedeemonian mora owed its pre-eminence among
the contemporary armies of Greece to its minute but
nicely-adjusted gradusations of commands ; and, by a
like organization, the Macedonian phalanx scattered
the myriads of Darius—individually, perhaps, as brave
and asstrong as their Hellenic conquerors.

To introduce this vital element into the Turkish army
—an element so simple and comprehensible by our-
selves that we cannot conceive the stolid repugnance
of Asiatics to its reception—it has been suggested to
allow each Christian contingent from Bosnia, Servia, or
Bulgaria, to have its own colours in camp as in their
own country, and its own non-commissioned officers to
drill and command it in its own language. The secret
of creating an imposing army in Turkey would be to
make each people—Bosniaks, Serbs, Bulgarians,—in-
terested in it on its own account; organise warlike
tribes like the Prussian landwehr, but drill the levy of
each province, as much as possible, at home, that
they may feel a military pride in the midst of
surrounding relatives and friends, instead of merely
the bitterness of a conscript’s farewell. Let these
levies, of course, be mobilizable at need. We know
the tenacity with which the Sclavonic tribes have
clung, through stormy centuries, to their national
institutions, habits, manners, and traditions ; and
" if once a Bosniak, Servian, or Bulgarian local militia
felb that in defending the Sultan’s throne they were
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defending their own hearths and usages, they would
shed their heart’s blood, with Spartan firmness, in the
Sultan’s defence. Nor is a long introduction of par-
ticulars, drawn from recondite annals, required to
justify this anticipation, for successive events of
recent date have demonstrated that wherever the
Ottoman government has removed abuses—and it
has frequently, and honestly, and effectually done
so—or strengthened the internal independence of
its subject states, the Russian Czar has lost his in-
fluence, and been detected in his fraudulent aims. The
Sultan, once dreaded as a master, has been cherished
as a true and beneficent protector. The form of
Pansclavonism we are inclined to advocate is, we think,
more feasible and useful than any other, and may be
designated a Sclavo-Ottoman federation. We would
express ourselves with diffidence on a confessedly
difficult question ; but on one, and that the most vital
point, we are quite decided in our judgment, and that
is, that the cause of genuine Christianity would be
better promoted by the continuance of Servia, Bosnia,
Bulgaria, and the Moldo-Wallachian provinces, under
the mild sway of Abdul Medjid, than under that of
Russia.

In conclusion, we would offer & few words upon a
subject on which the Czar Nicholas has profanely ex-
pended many, We allude to his allegation, that
England is preparing to fight the battle of the Crescent
against the Cross. This is a very grave charge, but so
unfounded that much argument is not required for its
reputation.

In the first place, and without arrogating exclusive
enlightenment to our days, we may observe, that the
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time has passed when it can be contended that the
faith may be lawfully propagated by the sword. Jews,
Turks, infidels, and heretics cannot be converted by
force, nor must they be exterminated if they refuse
conversion. But in our judgment many a sober Turk
is nearer heaven than a multitude of nominal Chris-
tians such as the Czar worshippers of Muscovy. The
Turk loves and exercises mercy, justice, and truth ; can
a8 much be said for the Russian ? And in our opinion,
not hastily formed, the cause of Christianity will be
more effectually promoted by the conservation of the
dominion of the gentle, tolerate, and amiable Abdul
Medjid, than by the substitution in his stead of the
intolerant, domineering Nicholas. The juxtaposition
of Christian races to Islamism has already penetrated
it in every part. We do not mean by that phrase the
Christian religion, nor would the words culture, civil-
ization, fully convey our idea ; but Islamism itself is
being enlightened by the genius of the West—by that
spirit which transforms wild hordes into disciplined
armies, that traces roads, cuts canals (why does Russia
thwart every effort to effect a canal from Rassova to
Kustendji, which would open the trade of Hungary
and the interior of the Austrian empire to Western
Europe %), covers all seas with fleets, and converts them
into its own property; which fills remote continents
with colonies ; that has taken possession of the domains
of knowledge, and cultivates them with unflagging
industry ; which maintains order and law among men,
in spite of the diversities of their passions. Within
the last ten years it has made prodigious advances in
the Ottoman empire ; it has created sources of diffu-
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sion for itself in Greece and Servia, Egypt and Con-
stantinople. We have already alluded to the incor-
poration of the Christians into the ranks of the Nizam
—the regular Turkish army—and in this we recognise
the germ of renewed strength to the Ottoman empire.
Unfortunately, until quite recently, these levies of
Christians took place with violence, after the manner of
the Russian recruitings in Poland, and the incorporation
of the vanquished Italians and Magyars in the Austrian
army.

But after all, the secret of creating an imposing
army for Turkey is to make each people interested in
it on its own account; and above all, to organize
among the warlike tribes of the mountains a landwehr
like the Prussian. If the young men of each province
were organized as national guards, mobilizable at need,
they would, in case of invasion, furnish the governors
of the Ottoman citadels with expeditionary corps admi-
rably adapted for harassing the enemy. Left in their
own provinces in all time ‘of peace, these civic forces
should be called out, as in Prussia and Switzerland, at .
the first sound of war, and placed at the disposal of
the central military authority. Once trained and dis-
ciplined, they will desire to enforce their rights. The
question of nationality will then be practically revived
in its fullest extent, and the Ottoman empire may be
re-organized in renewed vigour on the basis of fede-
ralism. Federalism has undoubtedly every chance of
success in its favour. Since 1848, the parts played by
Russia and Turkey have been completely reversed.
The Turk has ceased to be the oppressor, the Russian
to be the protector. No Moldo-Wallachian would
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now dream of going to St. Petersburgh to complain of
the Porte. All the true patriots of the Danubian prin-
cipalities agree in their endeavours to make their respec-
tive countries resume their ancient attachment to the
cabinet of the Bosphorus, by the bonds of a common
destiny. The Bulgarians, too, feel that their nation-
ality has no more dangerous enemies than those insti-
gators of revolt who come to them from St. Peters-
burg. The aspirations of all those ‘ people, Serbs,
Bulgarians, Bosniaks, and Moldo-Wallachians, towards a
political existence will not die out.” They begin to
perceive, clearly enough, that no expectation but that
of national extinction, impends from Russia ; and if
Turkey will satisfy them, as the present Sultan evinces
every disposition to do, the Porte may, for many a
year to come, count upon enthusiastic auxiliaries.
The principle of political equality between nations as
between individuals, will develop a new life in all the
races of Turkey. Even should the emancipated Chris-
tians obtain the larger share of influence in the empire
in proportion with their activity and their numbers,
Turkey would not the less be secured for ever from
attacks from without ; she would defy the Muscovite,
and have no longer any fear of being effaced from the
map. By uniting with the Christian genius, the
Mussulmen genius may drive back Muscovite central-
ization to its steppes ; but only on condition that she
opposes to it, from the Danube to Egypt, a federation
of peoples founded on principles directly antagonistic to
those of Czarism. “Then,” to use the glowing words of
Ranke, “ would that classic region, the most beautiful
in the world, and so long the most sterile,—then would
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that privileged land, the cradle of philosophy, ot
Islamism, and of the Gospel,—at last behold those
ancient races embrace each other under the shadow of
a civilization truly hallowed because it would be truly .
universal.”
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CHAPTER V

THE EFLISIOF O ISLAX.

As the religion of Isiam is founded on the Koran,
which is at once the law and the creed of all Mahom-
medan nations, it will be essential, rightly to under-
stand the Turkish character, that we should have a
clear conception of the nature and tendencies of their
religious faith.

It was on the twenty-third night of the month
Ramadan, according to his own account, and the belief
of his followers, that the angel Gabriel came down
from the presence of God, and opening the breast of
Mohammed, took therefrom his heart, wrung out of it
the black drop of original sin, washed it with pure
water, and restored it to its place. This night the
Koran, or, as it is very improperly called, the Alcoran,
came from the highest to the lowest heaven, that it
might be ready for revelation to the prophet, as the
exigencies of the world might require.

‘We can hardly too much admire the consummate
skill displayed in this arrangement. Had the Koran
been published all at once, the author would have had
to trust to his own authority for answers to all objec-
tiéns ; circumstances might arise, which might have
rendered part of the previous revelations inexpedient,
and finally he would have had to wait a long time
before the book appeared, and he obtained the cele-
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brity which it procured him. As it was, all these
inconveniences were provided against; he was able
always to appeal to divine authority to justify any
doctrine he thought proper, to promulgate any measure
which he determined to adopt. He made a natural
infirmity, to which he was subject, serve the place of a
miracle; he kept up the attention of his followers
by a continuation of revelations; and he obtained
immediately the glory of being the sole depositary
of God’s will to man, as displayed in this new in-
stitution.

The Koran thus revealed, generally by a few verses
at a time, deserves much of the encomiums it has re-
ceived. '

Its beauties are, much sublimity whilst speaking of
the Divine Being, a great deal of elegance in its
composition generally, and a system of ethics and
jurisprudence, much better and purer than Chris-
tians are generally willing to allow. Its defects are,
a great want of arrangement and order, a barefaced
plagiarism of the most extravagant tales of the Talmud,
and many absurd and minute observances com-
manded, which were copied from the traditionary law
of the Jews. .

The Mohammedan opinion of it is, that it is of
divine origin ; that it is eternal and. uncreated, and
that the first transcript is by the throne of God, on a
table of vast dimensions, called the Preserved Table.
On this are also written the divine decrees, past, pre-
sent, and future ; and if any one object to the eter-
nity of the Koran, that much of it was adopted to the
circumstances of Mahommed’s times, and not a few
passages to the gratification of his private wishes, it is
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answered that these things were predestinated from all
cternity. '

The revelation, or pretended revelation of the Koran
extended over a period of twenty-three years, during
which time, as soon as a chapter had been collected
from a number of separate revelations, which were
taken down by amanuenses, it was read over by the
followers of the Prophet, till the whole was committed
to memory ; the original was then thrown without
order into a chest, called the Chest of Revelation, and
committed to the care of Haphsa, one of the wives of
Mohammed : it was, however, they say, by the direc-
tion of the angel Gabriel, that the arrangement of the
verses in each chapter was made. The great table
.which stood by the throne of God, was not that
which came down to the lowest heaven, but a copy
on paper, bound with gold and adorned with pearls.
This precious volume was shown once a year to
Mohammed, but in the last year of his life he saw it
 twice.

The words first révealed are the first five verses of
the ninety-sixth chapter, and run thus :—“ Read, in
the name of thy Lord who hath created all things,
who hath created man of congealed blood. Read, by

thy most beneficent Lord, who taught the use of the
pen, who teacheth man that which he knoweth not.”
The meaning of this phrase “ congealed blood,” after
which the chapter is named, refers to the tradition

that all human beings, save Adam, Eve, and Jesus,
" were so created. The next chapter is entitled Al
Kadr, and the whole is subjoined. “In the name of
the most merciful God, Verily we sent down the
Koran in the night of Al Kadr (the night of power).
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And what shall make thee understand how excellent
the night of Al Kadris? The night of Al Kadr is
better than a thousand months. Therein do the
angels descend, and the spirit Gabriel also, by the per-
mission of their Lord, with his decrees concerning
every matter. It is peace until thé rising of the
dawn.” This night, the twenty-third of Ramadan, is
holy on another account than the descent of the Koran ;
for as the chapter informs us, the divine decrees for
the year following are on this night taken from the
preserved table, and given to the angels to be exe-
cuted. The Koran, as we now have it, is divided into
one hundred and fourteen chapters, called each after
the first word of note which it contains ; and because
some parts were revealed at Mecca, and others at
Medina, this circumstance forms a part of the title of
each chapter.

Such care has been taken to keep pure the text of
the Koran, that the number of words and letters has
been computed,—the former amounting to 77,639, and
of the latter, 323,015. They have even calculated the
number of times each particular letter occurs ; in this
imitating the Jews. After the title come the words
called the Bismillah, which are, “ In the name of the
most merciful God ;” and then comes the chapter
itself. There are twenty-nine chapters of the Koran
which have this peculiarity,—that they commence with
certain letters standing alone, some with a single letter,
others with more. These are by many Mohammedan
doctors thought to express the most profound mysteries,
which have been fully revealed to none save the
Prophet.

‘With regard to the style of this extraordinary book,

G
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it is generally beautiful and fluent ; and though written
in prose, yet the sentences conclude with a long-
continued rhyme, which is to this day the most popular
ornament of Arabic composition. The book now
extant was compiled from the existing copies in the
reign, and by the order of the Caliph Othman, in the
titirtieth year of the Hegira, by four of the most learned
Arabs then living ; they reconciled the various read-
ings, and the old copies were then burnt and sup-
pressed. The Koran is held in the greatest possible
respect among the Mohammedans. They never touch
it without being first washed, or legally purified ; and
lest they should inadvertently do so, they put an
inscription on it, “Let none touch it but those who
are clean.” They swear by it, consult it on weighty
occasions, by dipping into it, and taking as an omen
the words that first occur ;* carry it with them to
war, write sentences of it on their banners, adorn
it with gold and precious stones, and suffer it not
knowingly to be in the hands of an infidel.

The first chapter is esteemed as one of the most
holy ; and as it is very short, -it is subjoined. The
Arabs call it the quintessence of the Koran, and repeat
it often at their devotions, whether public or private :
“ Praise be to God, the Lord of all creatures, the most
merciful, the King of the day of judgment. Thee do
we worship, and of thee do we beg assistance. Direct
us in the right way, in the way of those to whom thou

* Al Walid, the caliph, who was a person of no religion,
dipping thus into the Koran, found the words, ¢ Every rebellious,
g:;verse person shall not prosper ;” whereupon he stuck the

k on a lance, and shot it to pieces with arrows, saying,—
¢ Dost thou rebuke every rebellious, perverse person ? behold, I
am a rebellious, perverse person.”
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hast been gracious ; not of those against whom thou
art incensed, nor of those that go astray.”

The first principle of Mohammed’s religion was one
which argued a truly philosophical mind, and which
was based upon a solid and important truth. It was,
that there was, and had been, but one religion given to
the world under the various dispensations which God
had at different times promulgated. This religion he
called “Islim,” which signifies obedience to the divine
rule ; and this is the name peculiar to his own dispen-
sation. They divide Islim into two parts ; viz., faith
and practice : the one referring to a correet belief in
the six tenets ; viz., the being of God, of his angels, of
his scriptures, of his prophets, in the resurrection and
day of judgment, and in predestination. This faith is
called Imén, and the practice Deen ; this has respect to
prayer, alms, fasting, and the pilgrimage to Mecca.
They believe that thére were one hundred and. four
books containing the revelation of God’s will, and
given to several prophets. That these were delivered
to the patriarchs in’ the following manmer: ten to
Adam, fifty to Seth, thirty to Edris or Enoch, ten to
Abraham ; and that these are all entirely lost. That
the next three are still in existence, but too much
corrupted to be useful ; these are the Pentateuch to
Moses, the Psalms to David, and the Gospel to Jesus.
The last revelation which is to be expected is the
Koran, which was given to Mohammed ; and the list -
of prophets is now closed. They speak of 224,000
prophets, of whom 313 were apostles sent to recover
mankind from their ignorance and depravity, and six,
viz., Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Mo-
bhammed, were founders of new dispensations. The

¢ 2,
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Koran insists on a firm belief in angels, of whom
Gabriel, the angel who gave the Koran to Mo-
hammed ; Michael, the guardian of the Jews ; Aszrael,
the angel of death; and Israfil, who, at the day of
judgment will sound the trumpet, are the chief It
also speaks of devils, whose chief is Eblis, and of Genii,
or Ging. These beings, who are somewhat between
men and angels, are in a state of probation like men,
and therefore Mohammed claimed to be sent for their
conversion, as well as that of the human race. These
spirits are supposed to have inhabited the world many
ages before the creation of Adam, and to have been
governed by a long succession of princes, who all bore
the name of Solomon ; but at last a general profligacy
obtained among them ; and Eblis, before his fall, was
eommissioned to drive them into a remote corner of
the earth. Some who remained were made war upon
by Tahmuras, one of the ancient monarchs of Iran,
and these wars and successions form the subject of
many legends among Mohammedans.

Peris, Dives, who were gigantic beings hostile to
man, and Tacwins, spirits like the Valkyruir of the
northern mythology, made a great figure in Oriental
romance. The Gins were driven into the moun-
tains of Kif by Tahmuras. An opinion prevails
among the disciples of Islam that every man has two
guardian angels, who watch over him and write down
all his actions: these, which are changed every day,
are called Moakhibat ; and they pretend that the same
opinion is expressed in the New Testament, in those
words of our Lord, “ For in heaven their angels do
behold the face of my Father.” In addition to these
topics, the Koran contains the moral, civil, and cere-
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monial law of Islim, provisions for many cases of diffi-
cult determination, and for the peculiar circumstances
of the author and his disciples at the time of its publi-
cation. The doctrines taught in the Koran, con-
cerning death, the resurrection, and the judgment, are
‘as follows :—When the body of man is laid in the
grave, the Moslem doctors say that he is received by -
an angel, who gives him notice that the two examiners,
Monkir and Nekir, are approaching. These are
angels of dark and terrible appearance, who command
the deceased to sit upright, and then question him
concerning his creed. If he reply, « There is no God
but God, and Mohammed is his prophet,” they suffer
the airs of Paradise to blow on the body, and leave it
in peace : but if the man hesitate or prevaricate, they
- beat him on the temples with iron maces, till he cries
out loud enough to be heard by all beings save men
and genii. They then press the earth upon the corpse,
which is gnawed and stung, till the resurrection, by
ninety-nine dragons, having seven heads each. Some
say that the sins of the wicked will become serpents
and scorpions, and will come and torment them while
lying in the grave. These, however, are subjects upan
which all the Moslems are not agreed, some rejecting
altogether the examination in the tomb. But in the
eight chapter of the Koran occur these words, which
seem to refer to it : “ And if ye did behold when the
angels cause the unbelievers to die, they strike their faces
and their backs, saying unto them, ¢ Taste ye the pain of
burning ; this shall ye suffer for what yours have sent
before you, and because God is not unjust to his ser-
vants’” Those who believe this examination, suppose
that the souls of the wicked remain united to their
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bodies. Others distribute these and the souls of the
righteous in various places of abode.

The day of judgment, which, according to one pas-
sage of the Koran, is to last one thousand years, and,
according to another, fifty thousand years, is to be pre-
ceded by many greater and lesser signs, but the time
of its approach is known only to God The lesser
signs are, the decay of faith among men, the advance-
ment of mean persons to dignity, great sensuality,
tumult, and sedition, distress, famine, and rebellion.

The greater signs will require to be more particu-
larly described. The first of these is the rising of the
sun in the west. The second, the appearance of the
beast which rises out of the earth, but the learned are
not agreed as to the particular spot. This monster,
whose head alone will fill the space between earth
and heaven, is described as composed of the parts of
many beasts. She has the head of a bull, the eyes of
a hog, the ears of an elephant, the horns of a stag, the
neck of an ostrich, the breast of a lion, the colour of a
tiger, the back of a cat, the tail of a ram, the legs of a
camel, and the voice of an ass. This creature, which
is to surpass all created beings in swiftness, will bring
with her the rod of Moses and the seal of Solomon,
and, appearing in three several places, she will mark
believers and unbelievers in the forehead, so they may
at once be distinguished. One great object of her
coming will be to demonstrate the vanity of every re-
ligion save Islim, and of all other languages save
Arabie.

The third sign will be a war between the Greeks
and the Jews, and the taking of the city of Constan-
tinople by 70,000 of the latter people, who shall cease
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from dividing the spoil at the coming of Antichrist.
This coming will be the fourth sign. He will be
followed by 70,000 Jews, and will continue on earth
one year, one month, one week, and thirty-seven days.
During his continuance in the world he will lay waste
all places but Mecca and Medina, which will be guarded
by angels, and at last will be slain in battle by Jesus,
* who will encounter him at the gate of Lud. -The
fifth sign will be the coming of Christ, who will
descend at Damascus, embrace the Mohammedan re-
ligion, marry a wife, and have children. In his reign,
which will last forty years, there will be perfect se-
curity and peace, from the time that Antichrist has
been killed to the death of Jesus himself. The sixth
year will be a war against the Jews, who will nearly
all be exterminated. The seventh will be the irrup-
tion of Gog and Magog. Their armies will be so vast,
that their bows, arrows, and quivers will be fuel for
the faithful for seven years. Then comes the smoke,
which shall fill the whole earth, and be the eighth
sign of the approaching judgment. The ninth sign
will be a wonderful eclipse of the moon; and the
tenth, the return of all the earth to idolatry. The
eleventh, the discovery of a vast heap of gold, by the
reflux of the Euphrates, which will be the destruction
of many. The twelfth, the demolition of the Caaba,
or temple of Mecca, by the Ethiopians. The speaking
of beasts and inanimate things. The fourteenth, the
breaking out of fire in the province of Yaman. The
fifteenth, the appearance of a man of the descendants
of Kahtau, who shall drive men before him with his
staff The sixteenth, the coming of Al-Mohdi, or the
Dictator. Mohammed prophesied that the world
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should not have an end till a descendant of his own
should govern the Arabs, whose name should be the
same as his own, and their father’s name the same.
The person answering this description was born at
Sermarai, in the two hundred and fifty-fifth year of
the Hegira ; he is believed by the Shiites to be still
alive, but concealed ; and from this tradition arises
the report among Christians that the Mohammedans
expect a return of their prophet. The seventeenth,
a wind which shall sweep away the souls of all who
have but a grain of faith in their hearts.

" These seventeen signs shall indicate the approach of
the day of judgment, but shall not make certain the
. precise time of its arrival ; this will be done by three
blasts of the trumpet, each of which will take place
forty years after the preceding. The first is called the
blast of consternation ; then the earth shall be shaken,
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and men shall
forget their riches, and women their children, and all
the beasts of the earth shall be congregated together.
All this is magnificently described in the eighty-first
chapter of the Koran. Then comes the second blast,
the blast of examination, at the sound of which all
beings save God alone, shall perish, with paradise and
hell, and their inhabitants ; the throne of glory and
the preserved table and the pen with which it was
written, will be also among those things exempted
from the common fate. Azrael, the angel of death,
will be the last who will die. At the third blast,
called the blast of resurrection (to blow which Israfil
shall be raised, who at the second blast had died with
all angels), the dead, small and great, shall stand before
God, Mohammed himself rising first. The pious shall
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find white winged camels, with saddles of gold, pre-
pared for them to ride on; the less worthy among
believers will walk on foot, while unbelievers will
appear with their faces on the earth, grovelling in the
dust, blind, lame, and deformed. The great multitude
of the dead shall assemble on the earth, renewed to
receive them ; they will be judged one by one, and
while the judgment is going on, the angels will keep
them in their proper ranks and orders. All this time,
the pains of hell are already beginning to take hold
on the wicked, light, however, in compa.nson of that
which they will have to undergo.

‘When the risen have waited a certain time, God,
say the Mohammedan doctors, shall appear in the
clouds, and swrrounded- by angels. Then the books
will be produced, and the office of mediator, succes-
sively declined by Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and
Jesus, will be undertaken by Mohammed. All will
then be strictly judged, save seventy thousand of
Mohammed’s first disciples, who will be permitted to
enter Paradise without examination. Then the good
and bad deeds of each individual shall be compared ;
a portion of his good deeds attributed to each person
whom he has injured, and of his bad actions to each
who has injured him. If there remain the weight
of an ant in good works over evil ones after this,
the person is admitted to Paradise, and the wicked
are punished according to the measure of their
iniquities.

They then pass over the bridge Al Sirat, in their
way to the bliss or torture to which they are doomed.
This bridge, which is laid over the midst of hell, is -
said to be finer than a hair, and sharper than the edge
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of a sword, so that it seems very difficult to imagine
how any one can stand upon it ; but yet, though some
few reject it, or consider it as allegorical, the greater
number firmly believe it in a literal sense. This bridge
is beset with briars and thorns, but these will not
hinder the passage of the faithful ; for they, headed by
the prophet himself, shall pass over with wonderful
rapidity, whereas the wicked, embarrassed with the
difficulties of the path, and the want of light, shall
fall down into .hell, which lies stretched out
beneath them. Those who aver the literal truth of
this article of their creed, contend that Mohammed’s
words are all literally true, for that he could not tell a
falsehood. :

On passing the bridge Al Sirat, the road divides,
one path leading to the right, which is the celestial
road, and one to the left, which goes to the abodes of
perdition.

_ Hell is divided, according to the Mohammedan
doctors, into seven regions, one below another, and
appropriated to sinners of various grades. The first
is called Gehenna, and is the receptacle of those who
acknowledged one God, but whose wicked works pre-
vail over their good ones : these are all Mohammedans,
and they are to be released from their sufferings when,
by their torments, they have expiated the crimes they
committed upon earth. The second, called Ladha,
is assigned to the Jews. The ‘third, named Hotama,
to the Christians. The fourth, Sair, to the Sabians
Sakar, the fifth, to the Magians. Al Iahim, the
sixth, to the idolaters ; and Hawiyat, the lowest and
most dreadful, to the hypocrites, that is, to such as have
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professed religion, of whatever sect, and have not really
it.

Hell having seven gates, one to each division, a
company of angels will be placed as a guard over
each gate, to whom the damned will acknowledge
the justice of God, and whom they will pray to inter-
cede with God for them, that they may be released or
annihilated.

The punishments of hell are rather alluded to than
fully described in the Koran; but in the traditions
they are depicted very much in detail, and certainly
display some ingenuity. The praise of much inven-
tion cannot, however, be given to them, as they are
very closely copied from similar traditions in the
Talmud. The lightest punishment consists in wearing
shoes of fire, the heat of which causes the skull to burn
like a caldron. Here, in a state not properly either of
life or death, must the infidel remain for ever, but the
Moslem only a certain limited period. When the
skins of these persons are burnt and scorched black,

"then they shall, after a punishment in ice or freezing
water, be admitted to Paradise ; but the inhabitants ot
that blissful region will receive them with contempt,
and call them infernals, till God shall, on their prayers,
take from them that odious appellation. Some believe
that while those persons remain in hell who have
embraced the true faith, but who act wickedly, they
will be deprived of life, and so lose their conscious-
ness. Such shall continue in hell not less than nine
hundred, nor more than seven thousand years. The
angels who will be sent to deliver them from hell will
know them by the marks of prostration on those parts
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of their bodies which used to touch the ground in
prayer, for these the fire had no power over; these
will therefore remain white when the flames and
smoke of hell hath blackened all the rest; so when
they are released by the angels at the intercession of
Mohammed and the faithful, they are plunged in the
river of life, which makes them whiter than pearls.

Between heaven and hell is the wall Al Araf, which
is very broad, and upon it are placed those in whom good
and evil so exactly balance each other, that they are wor-
thy neither of heaven nor hell. At the last day, how-
ever, they shall all go into Paradise, for they shall them
perform an act of adoration which shall be considered as
meritorious, making the scale of their good works pre-
ponderate. This wall, Al Araf, is not so broad as to
hinder the blessed and the damned from talking one to
the. other.

Those who go by the other path, and are permitted
to enter Paradise, will be refreshed by drinking at the
pond of the Prophet, which is an exact square of
thirty days’ journey in compass; round it are cups,
seventy thousand in number, like the stars of heaven ;
and whosoever drinks of this water shall never thirst
again ; its taste is sweeter than honey ; it is more
odoriferous than musk, and whiter than silver ; it is
supplied from Al Cawthar, one of the rivers of Para~
dise, and is the first taste the righteous obtain of the
delights that await them.

Paradise is, according to the orthodox, placed above
the seven heavens, and immediately under the throne
of God ; its soil is of musk and saffron, its pebbles are
gems, its buildings are enriched with gold and silver,
and the trunks of its trees are of gold. Among these
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trees, the most remarkable is the “tuba,” the tree of
Life and happiness. This grows in the palace of Mo-
hammed, but a branch of it reaches into the pavilion
of each believer ; it is loaded with every kind of fruit,
of surpassing size, and of tastes unknown [to mortals ;
indeed, if a man wish for any particular description of
fruit, the bough will bend down and present it to him ;
nay, should he chose flesh, it will be brought ready
dressed, and in dishes of gold, according to his wish.
More than this, costly robes, and horses ready saddled,
will issue from the fruits, if it be desired ; and so large
is the tree, that a horseman mounted on a fleet horse
could not ride round it in a hundred years.

There is another legend, which is given merely on
account of its absurdity. The fruit of this tree, say
some, is of ten thousand different sorts, and the leaves
are like elephant’s ears ; the shape of the fruit is that
of a waterpot, and so vast is its size, that the smallest
will be sufficient for the food of all living beings for
ever.

The rivers of Paradise are among its greatest beau-
ties : some of these rivers flow with water, some with
milk, some with honey, and some with wine ; there
are a great number of fountains and springs, whose
pebbles are rubies and emeralds, their earth camphire,
their beds musk, and their sides saffron.

But all these delights are insignificant when com-
pared with the beautiful Houris, or Hiir-al-ayiin, the
dark-eyed damsels of Paradise. These were created
not of clay, but of musk, and are free from all the de-
fects of earthly women. They are secluded from sight
in pavilions of hollow pearls, each of which is sixty
miles long, and as many broad.
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As soon as a believer arrives at the gate of Paradise,
he is met and saluted by the beautiful youths appointed -
to wait wpon him. Angels will come also to serve
him, one running forward and acquainting his wives,
one bearing the presents sent him by God, one putting
a ring on his finger, which is to point out the happi-
ness of his condition, and one investing him with a
garment of Paradise.

‘When the blessed are all received into Paradise,
then the earth will become one vast loaf of bread,
which the hand of the Almighty will hold out to
them like a cake. For meat, they will have the Ose
Balam, and for fish, the liver of the fish called the
Nun, which will be sufficient for seventy thousand
men; this latter is intended only for those who
entered Paradise without examination. Tents of
pearls and emeralds, wines of the most delicious flavours,
and without any inebriating properties, magnificent
garments and furniture, crowns and bracelets of un-
rivalled beauty, are to be also the lot of the faithful ;
their wives are admitted to the same felicity ; and in
addition to these, they will have seventy-two of the
girls of Paradise, and eighty thousand servants.

The music of Paradise is much spoken of in the
Koran, and we are told that the angel Israfil, who has
the most melodious voice of all created beings, will sing
. praises to God in Paradise; the houris will also be
gifted with sweet voices, and will play on many in-
struments ; but, besides these, the very trees, with
their pearly fruits and golden trunks, will celebrate
the divine praises with a harmony beyond the con-
ceptions of mortals. But though this be the only
view of Paradise which the common people take, there
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is yet a higher and more spiritual view in which the
more devout receive it, deeming all these descriptions
of felicity to be mere figures of speech. It is said that
they shall behold the face of God morning and even-
ing, and this is the additional or superabundant recom-
pense promised in the Koran, which will give so ex-
quisite delight, that all the other pleasures of Paradise
shall be little thought of in comparison ; and this, say
they, is but reasonable, for every other enjoyment is
equally tasted by the 'brute who is turned into an
abundant pasture.

This is a full confutation of the commonly received
opinion, that Mohammed admitted no spiritual plea-
sures, but made the happiness of the blessed to consist
wholly in corporeal enjoyment.

There is another common opinion which needs to be
refated, which is that Mobammed did not acknowledge
the souls of women. It will be seen by the fact that
the wives of believers accompany them to Paradise,
that the contrary is the case; and the common notion
is also confuted by the reply which he once made to an
old woman, who asked him how she might be admitted
into Paradise; to which he replied, that no old woman
should go there at all. Seeing, however, that the old
woman was much grieved by this, he explained him-
self much to her satisfaction by declaring that God
would restore them all to youth.
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CHAPTER VL

OF THE TRADITIONS OF ISLAM.

THE most extraordinary of all the traditions con-
nected with Mohammed is the Mesra, or Night Journey
to Heaven, which is thus related. It is alluded to
in the seventeenth chapter of the Koran ; but the
whole history is preserved in the Sonna. The account
here given is taken, for the most part, from Pri-
deaux.

As he lay in bed, one night, the Prophet heard a
knocking at the door, where onarising he found the angel
Gabriel, with seventy pairs of wings expanded from his
sides, whiter than snow and clearer than crystal, and by
his side the beast Al Borak, which they say is the beast
on which the prophets used to ride when they were
carried from one place to another in the execution of
any divine command. Mohammed describes it as a
beast white as milk, and of a nature between the ass
and a mule, and of a swiftness equalling that of light-
aing ; and hence it is that it is called Al Borak, that
word signifying lightning in the Arabic tongue. As
soon as Mohammed appeared at the door, the angel
kindly embraced him, and, with a sweet and pleasant
voice, saluted him in the name of God, telling him
that he was sent to bring him unto God in heaven,
where he should see strange mysteries, which are not
lawful to be seen by any other man ; and then bade
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him get on Al Borak. But it appears that Al Borak
had been idle from the time of Christ till that of
Mohammed,—since there had been no prophet in the
interim,—had grown restive and unruly, and would
not stand still for Mohammed to mount. But when
Gabriel told him who it was who was about to ride,
and said that for his reward he should have a place in
Paradise, Borak was quiet ; and having taken the pro-
phet on his back, the angel took the bridle, and in the
twinkling of an eye the party found themselves at
Jerusalem.

As soon as they arrived at the temple, they found
all the prophets and saints of time past, who came to
salute Mohammed ; and having accompanied him into
the principal oratory, there left him, begging him to
pray for them. Mohammed and the angel Gabriel
having departed thence, found a ladder of light pre-
pared for them, which they immediately ascended
without the least fatigue, leaving Al Borak tied to its
foot till they returned. This ladder reached to the
first heaven, which, when they had attained, Gabriel
knocked at the gate, and being answered from within,
and asked who he was, and whom he brought, he
replied that he was Gabriel, and had brought Moham-
med, the friend of God, and that he had done this by
the divine command. While this was being done,
Mohammed looked around, and saw the stars hanging
from this heaven by chains of pure gold, each star of
the bigness of Mount Nobo, in Arabia. In the stars
he observed angels watching, as the guard of heaven,
to prevent the devils from approaching, and over-
hearing what was done there.

On first entering into this heaven, which was com-

H
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posed entirely of fine silver, he met a decrepit old man,
who told him that his name was Adam, tenderly
embraced him, and gave God thanks for so great a son,
fervently recommending himself to the prayers of the
prophet. As he advanced, he saw a great number of
angels, in all shapes, some in those of men, others in
those of birds, others in those of every species of
quadrupeds. Amongst those which appeared in the
shape of birds, was one in the appearance of a cock,
white as smow, and of so prodigious a size, that though
his feet stood upon the first heaven, his head reached
to the second; which, according to human computa-
tion, at the rate men travel at on earth, was distant
five hundred years’ journey. There are not wanting
those, among Arabian divines, who make this cock
much bigger, and say that he reached from the floor of
the first heaven to the top of the seventh, which would
be a distance of three thousand five hundred years’
journey, and give a very magnificent description of
him ; saying that his wings are all glittering with
gems and carbuncles, and he stretches them, one to the
east and the other to the west, proportionally to his
height.

‘When Mohammed asked who were all these crea-
tures, and what was their office, he was told by the
angel that they were mediating angels between God and
the creatures whose shapes they bore : that those who
interceded for men had the shape of men ; those who
interceded for beasts, the shape of beasts ; and those
who interceded for birds, the shape of birds, according
to their several kinds. That the great cock was
the angel of the cocks, and every morning when
God sung a holy hymn, the cock instantly joined in it
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by his crowing, which is so loud, that all creatures in

the universe hear it, save men, genii, and fairies. .

Gabriel also informed him, that when this cock ecrowed,
then all cocks on earth crowed also, and all angels
bearing that shape in heaven. But when the day of
judgment draws nigh, then God shall command him to
fold his wings, and to crow no more : and this shall
be a sign of the coming of that great day, only men
and fairies, who hear not the crowing, will not be
sensible of the silence from it.

This cock is reputed to be in such high favour with
the Supreme Being, that it is a common saying among
the Mahommedans, “There are three voices to which
God ever inclines his ear : to the voice of him who is
constant in reading the Koran; to the voice of him
who early, every morning, prayeth for the pardon of

bis sins ; and to the voice of the great cock, which is

ever most acceptable to God.

From the first heaven they proceeded to the second,
which is distant from it five hundred years’ journey.
Here he saw many wonderful angels, and their num-
ber was twice that in the first ; and among them one
of a size so prodigious, that, standing as he di¢ upon
the second heaven, his head reached to the third.
‘When the gates were opened to him, which they did
of their own accord by the divine command, he was
saluted by Noah, who greatly rejoiced at seeing the
last of the prophets, and recommended himself to his
prayers. This heaven was made entirely of pure gold.

From hence they ascended to the third, which was
composed of precious stones, and in which he met
Abraham, who, like Adam and Noah, recommended
himself to the prayers of the Prophet. Here he saw

H2



100 LIFE OF ABDUL MEDJID.

twice as many angels as in the second, and among
them one so great that the distance between his eyes
was seventy thousand days’ journey; “in which,”
Prideaux observes, “ Mohammed was out in his
mathematics, for the distance between a man’s eyes
being, in proportion to his height, but as one to
seventy-two, the whole height of the angel at this rate
must have been nearly fourteen thousand years’
Jjourney, which is four times as much as the height of
all the seven heavens together, and therefore it is .
impossible that such an angel could ever stand in any
of them.” To which a Mahommedan would reply, that
it is not said he was contained in any one ; but as the
cock lifted his head to the top of the seventh heaven,
80 did this angel also, and much higher. This hugest
of created beings was Azrael, the angel of death, and
- before him was a tablet, in which he was continually
writing and blotting out. On Mohammed asking
what was the meaning of this, Gabriel informed him
he was writing the names of those who should be
born, and when they had fulfilled the number of days
allotted to them he then blotted out their names, and
they died.

After observing thus much they again proceeded,
and ascended to the fourth heaven, where they found
the number of angels still progressively increasing.
In this heaven, which was composed of emerald, they
found Joseph, the son of Jacob, who, like the rest,
recommended himself to his prayers. The only angel
which here attracted his notice was one whose head
reached to the fifth heaven, and who was continually
weeping and making great lamentation and mourning ;
and this was, as Gabriel said, for the sins of mankind,
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and the certain destruction which they were bringing
upon themselves thereby.

In the fifth heaven, which was made of diamond,
he found Moses, who recommended himself to his
prayers, and a number of angels, still increasing.

The same was the case in the sixth heaven, which
was composed of one perfect carbuncle, and in which
John the Baptist recommended himself to the prayers
of Mohammed.

In the seventh heaven, which was composed entirely
of divine light, he found Jesus Christ, who, saluting
him, Mohammed recommended himself to his prayers,
thereby reversing the style which he had hitherto
used. In this heaven there were twice as many angels
as in all the heavens beside ; and one, perhaps the
most extraordinary creation of fancy that the realms
of fiction can show. This angel had seventy thousand
heads, in each head seventy thousand faces, in each
face seventy thousand mouths, in each mouth seventy
thousand tongues, and with each tongune he spoke
seventy thousand languages at once, with which he
praised God day and night. -

So far did Gabriel bring Mohammed ; but now he
told him that he must leave him, and that he must go
the rest of the journey by himself to the throne of
God. This journey, he says, he performed with great
difficulty, passing through waters and snow, and many
dense clouds, till at last he came where he heard a
voice say to him, “ Mohammed, salute thy Creator !”
Ascending a little higher, he saw a vast expanse of
light, of so vivid a brilliancy that he could not bear to
look thereon. In this light was the habitation of the
Deity, and in it his throne was visible ; on the right
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side of this awful throne were the words, in Arabic,
“There is no God but God, and Mohammed is his
prophet.” These words form the creed of the im-
poster’s followers, and these were also written on the
gates of the seven heavens through which he passed.
Being now advanced into the divine presence as
near to the throne as two bow-shots, he says that he
saw God sitting on his throne, with a covering of
seventy thousand veils before his face, and then the
Supreme Being put forth his hand in token of his
great favour, and laid it upon Mohammed, and it was
so cold that he could not bear it ; he then declares
that God entered into familiar converse with him, and
showed him many mysteries, and made him under-
stand all his law, and gave him many things in charge
concerning the new dispensation, of which he was the
ohief ; and in conclusion, endowed him with many
great and important privileges. These were, that he
should be the most perfect of God’s creatures, that at
the day of judgment he should ride on the beast
Borak, and be much distinguished beyond the rest of
mankind ; that he should be the redeemer of all who
. believed in him ; should have the knowledge of all
languages, and the spoils of all captives ; that he might
take women as wives and concubines as many as he
pleased, and under whatever circumstances ; that he,
with seventy thousand of his people, should enter
Paradise without having a question asked them ; and
lastly, that the angel of death should not take away
his soul without first asking his permission. He also
says that he saw on the right hand of the throne of
God, the lote-tree, beyond which none ever passed but
himself ; and under it he saw all the host of angels wor-
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shipping. Some writers apply to this tree the extra-
vagant description given of the tree of life in Paradise,
namely, that one of the smallest of its fruits would be
amply sufficient for all the living beings in heaven and
earth for ever, and that this wonderful fruit is shaped
like a waterpot.

‘While Mohammed was engaged in surveying these
wonders, a hand came from the cloud and proffered to
his choice two cups, one filled with milk, and one with
wine. Mohammed took the former, on which a voice
exclaimed “ O Mohammed ! thou hast chosen wisely ;
now shalt thou prosper in thine undertaking, whereas,
hadst thou taken the wine they would assuredly have
all come to nought.” This was the reason for which
some say that he forbade wine to his disciples. .But
the most extraordinary part of his conversation with
God is, that he was told to command his followers to
pray fifty times a day.

‘When he bad got as far on his return as the third
heaven, and was relating to Abraham the wonders he
bhad beheld, and among other things repeated this
command, Abraham objected that it wes impossible
that it could be fulfilled ; and Mohammed says that
he went back into the divine presence to complain
that an impossibility had been commanded him. The
impossibility was acknowledged, and the number of
prayers reduced to five.

Returning to the seventh heaven again, he found
the angel Gabriel waiting for him, and they traversed
together once more the seven heavens. When they
reached the first, they saw the ladder of light by which
they had ascended, and making their descent the same
way, the prophet mounted Al Borak, the angel took
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the bridle, and at once, in the twinkling of an eye, the
trio were at Mecca.

By way of showing the extreme rapidity with which
this journey had been performed, it is said that on his
return to his chamber door, Gabriel pointed out to
Mohammed a pitcher which Al Borak had kicked over
when they started, and the water was not yet all run
out of it. The more sober writers who record this
marvellous transaction, say that it occupied the
twelfth part of the night, while some put it altogether
ay a vision ; but the orthodox understand that this,
as everything else which their prophet spake, is to be
taken literally, and accordingly they firmly believe it.

Mohammedanism is to be viewed not only as a
scheme of religion, but as a civil code ; for the laws of
all countries professing Islamism are referrible to the
Koran as the source from which they are all taken, and
to which there always lies an appeal. The civil law,
then, which Mohammed propounded, law by law, at
various times, and at considerable intervals, was one
which has many excellencies, and, comparatively
speaking, few defects. There are few countries in
which justice is more rigidly administered than in
those which profess Mohammedanism ; and, making
due allowance for the indulgence granted to his
conquering Arabs, as a lure to the acceptance of his
doctrine, it may be said that he looked to the interests
of posterity, and gave them a system of jurisprudence
which was well calculated to promote their happiness.
That this - is the case is evident from the long conti-
nuance of his system, the vast countries in which it
prevailed, and the mental as well as the political
prosperity enjoyed by many of them. It is but to
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refer to the princes of the caliphate, to the Abencerages
in Spain, and to the empire of Saladin, to convince
the most prejudiced that Islamism did not necessarily
foster ignorance. Poetry, painting, the mechanical
arts, architecture, medicine, astronomy, and mathe-
matics, were understood by these people far better
than by the Christians of their time; the germs of
romance, properly so called, and the rudiments of a
better school of poetry, were brought back by the
crusaders on their return from the East; and if
Europe did lose some thousands of men who would
otherwise have perished in petty quarrels among their
own princes, she gained, in return, arts, sciences,
military tactics, a high chivalrous feeling, and a
knowledge of the world at large, which would have
remained shut up among their eastern possessors.

But though the effect of the crusades might be to
disseminate good in Europe, it does not therefore follow
that the effects of Mohammedanism were also perma-
nently good. It is true that a valuable code of laws
was given, and after a while the throne of the caliphate
was filled with a succession of active and emlightened
princes ; but though their reigns were, without a
doubt, immediately beneficial, the system of which
they were the supporters was only calculated for the
beginning of meptal cultivation. The tales which the
Mohammedan doctors told their disciples had been
before published by the Talmudists ; and Mohammed,
when he acknowledged the truth of the Mosaic dis-
pensation, added weight and authority to his own.
That which men have believed in times past, they will
be willing to believe again ; and, while the Jews were
attracted by finding the mission of Moses declared,

\
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As soon as a believer arrives at the gate of Paradise,
he is met and saluted by the beautiful youths appointed
to wait uwpon him. Angels will come also to serve
him, one running forward and acquainting his wives,
one bearing the presents sent him by God, one putting
a ring on his finger, which is to point out the happi-
ness of his condition, and one investing him with a
garment of Paradise.

‘When the blessed are all received into Paradise,
then the earth will become one vast loaf of bread,
which the hand of the Almighty will hold out to
them like a cake. For meat, they will have the Ose
Balam, and for fish, the liver of the fish called the
Nun, which will be sufficient for seventy thousand
men; this latter is intended only for those who
entered Paradise without examination. Tents of
pearls and emeralds, wines of the most delicious flavours,
and without any inebriating properties, magnificent
garments and furniture, crowns and bracelets of un-
rivalled beauty, are to be also the lot of the faithful ;
their wives are admitted to the same felicity ; and in
addition to these, they will have seventy-two of the
girls of Paradise, and eighty thousand servants.

The music of Paradise is much spoken of in the
Koran, and we are told that the angel Israfil, who has
the most melodious voice of all created beings, will sing
. praises to God in Paradise ; the houris will also be
gifted with sweet voices, and will play on many in-
struments ; but, besides these, the very trees, with
their pearly fruits and golden trunks, will celebrate
the divine praises with a harmony beyond the con-
ceptions of mortals. But though this be the only
view of Paradise which the common people take, there
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is yet a higher and more spiritual view in which the
"more devout receive it, deeming all these descriptions
of felicity to be mere figures of speech. It is said that
they shall behold the face of God morning and even-
ing, and this is the additional or superabundant recom-
pense promised in the Koran, which will give so ex-
quisite delight, that all the other pleasures of Paradise
shall be little thought of in comparison ; and this, say
they, is but reasonable, for every other enjoyment is
equally tasted by the 'brute who is turned into an
abundant pasture.

This is a full confutation of the commonly received
opinion, that Mohammed admitted no spiritual plea-
sures, but made the happiness of the blessed to consist
wholly in corporeal enjoyment.

There is another common opinion which needs to be
refuted, which is that Mohammed did not acknowledge
the souls of women. It will be seen by the fact that
the wives of believers accompany them to Paradise,
that the contrary is the case ; and the common notion
is also confuted by the reply which he once made to an
old woman, who asked him how she might be admitted
into Paradise; to which he replied, that no old woman
should go there at all. Seeing, however, that the old
woman was much grieved by this, he explained him-
self much to her satisfaction by declaring that God

- would restore them all to youth.
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which the hand of the Almighty will hold out to
them like a cake. For meat, they will have the Ose
Balam, and for fish, the liver of the fish called the
Nun, which will be sufficient for seventy thousand
men; this latter is intended only for those who
entered Paradise without examination. Tents of
pearls and emeralds, wines of the most delicious flavours,
and withonut any inebriating properties, magnificent
garments and furniture, crowns and bracelets of un-
rivalled beauty, are to be also the lot of the faithful ;
their wives are admitted to the same felicity ; and in
addition to these, they will have seventy-two of the
girls of Paradise, and eighty thousand servants.

The music of Paradise is much spoken of in the
Koran, and we are told that the angel Israfil, who has
the most melodious voice of all created beings, will sing'
. praises to God in Paradise ; the houris will also be
gifted with sweet voices, and will play on many in-
struments ; but, besides these, the very trees, with
their pearly fruits and golden trunks, will celebrate
the divine praises with a harmony beyond the con-
ceptions of mortals. But though this be the only
view of Paradise which the common people take, there
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is yet a higher and more spiritual view in which the

‘more devout receive it, deeming all these descriptions

of felicity to be mere figures of speech. It is said that
they shall behold the face of God morning and even-
ing, and this is the additional or superabundant recom-
pense promised in the Koran, which will give so ex-
quisite delight, that all the other pleasures of Paradise
shall be little thought of in comparison ; and this, say
they, is but reasonable, for every other enjoyment is
equally tasted by the 'brute who is turned into an
abundant pasture.

This is a full confutation of the commonly received
opinion, that Mohammed admitted no spiritual plea-
sures, but made the happiness of the blessed to consist
wholly in corporeal enjoyment.

There is another common opinion which needs to be
refuted, which is that Mohammed did not acknowledge
the souls of women. It will be seen by the fact that
the wives of believers accompany them to Paradise,
that the contrary is the case ; and the common notion
is also confuted by the reply which he once made to an
old woman, who asked him how she might be admitted
into Paradise; to which he replied, that no old woman
should go there at all. Seeing, however, that the old
woman was much grieved by this, he explained him-
self much to her satisfaction by declaring that God
would restore them all to youth.
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the dreamy sensation of repose that took possession of
us, as for some time we laid listlessly on the couch.
Lady Mary describes the baths for the ladies of a
similar kind, as far as the couches and the coffee are
concerned.

Another point, too, in which Constantinople has
undergone no change since her time, is the fearful
injury done by fires, and their frequent recurrence,
which she attributed not merely to the habitations
being constructed principally of wood, but to the care-
lessness of their owners; for these latter would often
fall asleep with a large chafing-dish at their feet,
which by some involuntary movement they overturned,
and their dwelling was thus set on fire. This evil as
yet has not been cured ; many most destructive fires
have occurred; and not long ago there was one in
Pera, though in that part some improvements have
been recently made. Here and there European houses
appear, which being built of stone offer some protec-
tion in case of accident. It is said that many fires are
purposely caused to bring the Sultan to the spot; for
when a fire has been three times proclaimed, he is
expected, no matter at what cost of trouble or incon-
venience, to be present, and occasion is then taken to
offer petitions to him, which otherwise might not
‘be so sure of reaching the imperial eye.

The mosques of Constantinople are the chief struc-
tures of the city of the Sultan, as our churches
are in England, only with this difference, that it is
necessary to obtain a firman, or permission, before any
of the principal mosques, or buildings of consequence,
such as the Sultan’s palace, and a few others, can be
visited. Many Englishmen have perhaps been debarred
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the pleasure of inspecting these edifices, from the idea
of the expense incurred for the firman, but as one
firman admits an unlimited number of visitors, the
usual way is to join a party, by which means that
which would have been a great expense is reduced to
a trifle. The traveller, before he goes to any of these
places, should control his imagination, and not rely too
much on elegant sketches and vivid descriptions.
Visit the far-famed mosque of St. Sophia with an
excited idea of its beauty and grandeur, and you will
probably be disippointed ; but go to the sacred edifice
with the sober thought that you are going to see a very
fine building, which was once a Christian church, but
now changed intoa Mohammedan temple,—that, though
splendid within, and imposing without, its internal
splendour is out-done by many Roman Catholic cathe-
drals on the continent, and its pillared dome cannot
vie with that of Milan, and then, perhaps, you will be
pleased with what you behold, and idealism will not
'obscure the magnificent reality. The Turks say,
that 100,000 persons can conveniently worship in
the mosque of St. Sophia at the same moment, but as
they are not given to much counting, their opinion
must not be relied upon. This is only one of the
many fables current about St. Sophia,—such as that the
gilded crescent which surmounts the dome can be seen
150 miles off at sea. About 25,000 persons can stand
within the mosque. Besides this fine building there
are several other mosques,—those of Suleiman, A chmet,
Bajazet, and many others: the mosque of Suleiman,
called the Suleimanje, is by many architects considered
superior to that of Santa Sophia ; and that of Achmet,
" with its six minarets, and its magnificent situation, is
1
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preferred by many to both. 'When the traveller has.
seen one he has seen all, for the great attraction all
over the continent, of fine paintings, is wanting here.
Abdul Medjid has the habit of going to a different
mosque every Friday, by which means he sees, and is
seen by his subjects, and probably he thus gains a
little insight into various matters which would
otherwise remain unknown to the sovereign of
Turkey.

It is in a eourtyard next to or belonging to the
mosque of Suleiman, that the market for black slaves
is now held ; but the regular slave-market of bye-
gone ages is done away, and the beauties of Georgia
and Circassia, who people the harems of the great men,
are consigned by their friends, like any bale of mer-
chandise, to the houses of the merchants who dispose
of them, and of these no stranger can possibly obtain
even a glimpse ; consequently you may visit the slave- -
depdt of Constantinople, but if you go with a heart
full of commiseration, come away with a singular re-
vulsion of feeling, for you will have seen, instead of
fair, graceful, and weeping Circassians, a number of
uncouth women and children, some conversing cheer-
fully and others laughing, and here and there crouched
in a corner, some poor object, more stupid-looking than
the others, enveloped in a blanket. These poor people
seem to be gainers by their bondage, for they are then
properly dressed and well fed. Of course, slavery, like-
many other evils, is on the decline in Turkey.

From the slave-market to the seraglio is an easy
transition for any one who has read the ¢ Arabian
Nights,” where fair slaves as sultanas, and black slaves
a8 guardians, are all jumbled together : to the seraglio,
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therefore, we will go. I saw it to great advantage
immediately after the Sultan had left, and had an
opportunity to examine all the apartments of the
ladies, many of which were very sumptuous.

Before we left, we were permitted to inspect the im-
perial library, which consists of some seven or eight
thousand volumes, all Turkish or Arabic,—principally
the latter. We saw there the pedigree of the Sultan, on
parchment, with portraits of his illustrious prede-
cessors, from Mahomet II. This was the work of a
Greek, for it is a violation of the Moslem law. How-
ever, this prohibition is becoming obsolete ; Abdul
Medjid sat for his picture to Sir David Wilkie, and T
saw busts of him in plaster of Paris, both in Constan-
tinople and at Smyrna, and now I wish very much that
I had brought one over with me. He is said himself
to be partial to the fine arts, and to encourage them
as much as lies in his power. In an apartment of the
seraglio to which we were subsequently admitted,
stands a small book-case, containing a few books, some
in superb binding, and with diamond clasps ; and this,
we were told, was his private collection. It is well
for him that he does not look to reading as the means
of improving his mind.

In the inner court there is a small pavilion, the in-
terior of which is sumptuously adorned with precious
stones, and costly, but now faded tapestry. There is
in it a four-post bedstead, of colossal dimensions,
covered with rich silk, and adorned with gems. Here, in
the old days, before Selim IIIL., the Ottoman monarchs
used to sit and receive ambassadors, not condescending
to show the envoys of unbelieving powers_the sublime
countenance, but waving at a window the sleeve of

12
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the imperial robe, at which many prostrations were
expected, and the plenipotentiary was then dismissed
to his hotel, highly edified by the solemn recognition
which had thus been given to his ambassadorial
position. ‘

The interior of the palace has some good rooms, but
is undignified and ill-arranged. The picture-gallery
contains only a few coloured French prints, enough to
break the command of the Prophet, but not enough to
excite the smallest interest. The armour is alone
worth seeing, of the treasures ; and the baths, of the
structure itself. These last are magnificent, small, ex-
quisitely-carved chambers of white marble, with domed
roofs, pierced like honeycombs, and lighted by innu-
merable lenses from above ; they have all the effect of
ivory cupolas filled with windows of sapphire. In
these baths hot and cold water are always ready for
the Sultan, though he rarely visits the serai-bornou,
yet may require, when he does come, a bath at a mo-
ment’s notice.

The above description will not tally with any romantic
ideas of the Sultan’s abode, and the harem to boot. »

At the beginning of this century two English-
men risked their lives by concealing themselves among
the lofty and magnificent trees of the gardens : their
object was to obtain a view of some of the inmates of
the harem. Three of the ladies came into.the gardens
and passed near where they had hidden themselves ;
two of them were dark-eyed, but one was a tall, fair,
beautiful girl, with a profusion of long bright hair of &
rich sunny brown ; it was fortunate for the Englishmen
that they were not discovered, or the black slaves in
attendance would have immediately slaughtered them.
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On Fridays and Tuesdays the dancing dervishes
perform their singular ceremonies. Dancing it is net,
but merely turning or whirling. Miss Pardoe describes
them admirably in her ¢ City of the Sultan,” and I
prefer rather to refer to her graphic sketch, than to put
in other words the same scene. One of those whom I
saw had a most malignant countenance, and much of
the wild fire of insanity about his appearance. They
have a convent on the road leading from Galata to
Pera, and any one who chooses may witness their ex-
hibition. To those who do not understand their
religion, their actions appear absurd ; but if sincere,
they are pitiable in supposing that sach worship can be
acceptable to God. The howling dervishes are another
set of religionists, suffering under a similar delusion.

From howling dervishes to howling dogs, the tran-
sition is prompt and facile, at Constantinople, where
they say eighty thousand of the canine species are
domiciliated in the different quarters of the city. They
are fierce and quarrelsome, and it would seem, trouble-
some as they are, are tolerated as city scavengers, for
they clear away the offal like the hyenas at the Cape :
does a horse, a camel, or even one of themselves, die in
the open street or road, the carcase is not left to taint
the air, but in a very few hours these animals have
eaten all the flesh, leaving only the bones, picked to
perfection. They are, as we said, a fierce race, but if
unmolested will not attack you, in Constantinople at
least, though dangerous to meet in the open country,
if you have no stick to defend you ; but from a stick
or a stone they will fly, knowing the effect of both by
experience. An English traveller some years ago had

- strayed from the city where he was—either Adrianople
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or Constantinople,—and was enjoying his classical stroll
exceedingly, when he found his progress suddenly in-
terrupted by a pack of dogs, all barking at once, and
making a dead set at him ; he quickened his pace, and
they tore after him ; he stopped and faced them, then
they halted too,and then again the pursuit recommenced,
until, quite exhausted, he sunk on the ground to rest
for a moment; the dogs immediately sat down in a
semicircle before him, left off barking, and patiently
awaited his rising, and then the hunt recommenced
until he sat down again, when his canine foes very
gravely did the same. Provoking as it was, he could
not help laughing, as it recalled a similar circumstance
in the “ Odyssey,” which he had regarded as a poetical
fiction : however, most luckily for him, a shepherd
came in sight, who seeing his dilemma, called off the
dogs, and told him how dangerous they were ; indeed,
as he justly observed, the story of Acteon, who
was devoured by his own dogs, might not be all a
fiction.

But the most agreeable among the many novel
objects which attract the attention in Constantinople,
are the bazaars : here you find every article of elegance
or luxury that either sex can desire,—from jewelled
pipes to morocco slippers for gentlemen,—from cash-
mere shawls to otto of roses for ladies. Perhaps the
long vistas and the variety of splendid articles dis-
played in that fairy-like creation, the Crystal Palace of
1851, will convey the best idea of the interesting but
heterogeneous assemblage contained in an Eastern
bazaar: here you may pass hours most pleasantly,
" amused by the rich profusion which glitters around
you,—of sparkling diamonds or shining arms—and
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enticed by one beautiful object after another, until
miles have been traversed unconsciously. But one
thing must be borne in mind,—these bazaars are open
alike to horses and carriages, as well as pedestrians ;
and as these carriages are the most lumbering vehicles
ever seen, they take up much room, and the lounger
must not let his admiration absorb his prudence.
However, in these crowded avenues you may pass much
time in the pleasant occupation of admiring ; and the
more agreeably, that unless you really wish to buy,
you are not teased to do so ; your speculations are not
interrupted, whether they turn upon amber mouth-
pieces and embroidered slippers, or the handsome
young merchants, who used to receive with so much
hospitality their beautiful customers, as it is recorded
in the “ Arabian Nights.”

The pavement of this romantic city is not one of its
recommendations—it is rough, and rudely put together ;
the pedestrian hobbles, the equestrian stumbles, unless
he goes very cautiously. In regard to lighting, the
small number of oil lamps swung across the streets,
make a kind of darkness visible, which renders it
necessary that you should carry a light for your own
comfort and protection ; for independently of the objects
you might stumble over, the watchmen will take you
up for a thief if you have no light, and the dogs will -
attack you with great ferocity. These lamps are only
to be found in the European suburbs of Pera and
Galata. In Stamboul and Scutari, where only Turks
reside, lamps are unknown. A genuine Osmanli
thinks nobody ought to be out of his own house after
night-fall. At Galata—which is a quarter of the city
that reminded us of Wapping, from the quantity of
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ship-stores and sailors, altogether very dirty and very
crowded,—is a fine old Genoese tower, now rendered
serviceable as a watch-station, whence fires can be
announced, and the alarm instantly given; it forms
a grand object in the view from the Golden Horn.
Through Galata you must pass over the bridge to
Stamboul or Constantinople Proper, on the opposite
side of the Golden Horn. The bridge of Galata is a
very amusing point, not merely from the bright and
beautiful view, but from the variety of costume and
feature which you may there behold.

Tophané is the general landing-place ; the place is so
named from a cannon-foundry, which is established,
and where some of the largest cannon are made that
have ever figured in a battle.

Pera, the suburb where the European ambassadors
reside, is situated on an eminence, to which the ascent
is by a very steep lane: here the Franks dwell, and
the population is consequently most amusingly mixed—
English, French, German, Russian, Italian, all the
foreign ambassadors and their suites ; all these are on
the European side, and only divided from old Con-
stantinople by the Golden Horn ; but Scutari is in
Asia, and you must sail across the Bosphorus to reach
it. It is from Scutari that the caravans depart for the
Desert. The tower at Scutari, called Leander’s tower,
and by some the Maiden’s tower, is a picturesque
object ; it has a legend attached to it which is per-
fectly oriental. One of .the Sultans had a lovely little
daughter, of whom he was so fond that he anxiously
desired to know what Fate had in store for him as
regarded her; the nativity was cast, and the reply
‘was, that if she survived her sixteenth birthday, her
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life would be long and happy,—but she must beware of
a serpent. On hearing this, the Sultan caused a tower
to be constructed, in which was centred every accom-
modation and delight that he could procure his child ;
but she was never to leave it till the prescribed time
should be past; the eventful moment arrived, the
princess was dressed and awaiting the arrival of her
father, who, with a glittering train, was to come and
release his child from the prison in which paternal love
had immured her ; she was lovely, gay, and happy :
soon the beautiful gardens and groves, on which her
eye rested, would be trodden by her feet ; she would
be at home beneath the roof where she was born. A
pretty small garden had been contrived for her, latticed
and secure, with a ledge outside, on which she often
found fruit and flowers as offerings from people who
felt interested in her fate. She was looking out for
the Sultan, when she perceived a small basket, covered
over with fresh leaves, and standing on the ledge ;
with girlish pleasure she ran to fetch it, and then sat
down in her luxurious chamber to examine its con-
tents. Soon the Sultan came,—he rushed up, surprised
at not being met by the princess,—and he found her
evidently arrayed for the occasion, but seemingly
asleep. “ My child!”™ No answer; an asp, which
dropped down as he took her hand, revealed that hers
was the sleep of death: hidden amongst the flowers
and fruits, the serpent had bitten her,—and thence was
this edifice called ¢ The Maiden’s Tower.”
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CHAPTER VIIL

THE CHRISTIANS IN TURKEY.

AT a moment like this, it is of the utmost import-
ance that Turkey and her sovereign should be clearly
understood ; so much artifice on the one part, so much
prejudice on another, render it an imperative duty to
lay before the reader a clear and impartial statement
of facts. First, then, in regard to religious toleration,
let us see how the matter stands. When the Ottoman
empire was first established, the Greek Church alone
existed there,—for the schism between Rome and Con-
stantinople had already taken place many years ; and
when Constantinople was taken, the Mohammedans
showed themselves merciful to the Christians in general,
but being exasperated against the Romanists, they
would have killed the legate of the pope, had he not
escaped their fury by a stratagem ; and the Greek
communion, with its head, the patriarch of Constan-
tinople, was alone recognised. The patriarch was con-
sidered as the representative of the civil, as well as
religious rights of the Christians in Turkey. At first
he was the head of the whole Greek Church, which
communion was subdivided into four patriarchates,—
Constantinople, Antioch, Alexandria, and Jerusalem ;
and, indeed, at that time all the Christians in the
Turkish empire were under the rule of the patriarch
of Constantinople ; but by degrees this was altered,
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and the government permitted different ecclesiastical
arrangements.

At present, every one of the (hﬁ'erent Christian
sects in- Constantinople is under the control of a head,
by whom the whole number is represented, and who
can exercise, in particular cases, both civil and criminal
jurisdiction. They keep registers of births, and can pro-
nounce a divorce between man and wife, but they can-
not decide in cases of litigation concerning patrimony.
The patriarch of the Greek Church is styled « Your
Holiness,” and in the four patriarchates he has eighty-
six metropolitans : independently of him are the four
archbishoprics of Cyprus, Litidsha, Scarpatho, and
Mazzovo. The Armenian Church owns four patriarchs
—the principal at Constantinople, the others at Sis,
Achtamar, and Jerusalem. These have altogether
seventy bishops under them. And the Catholic Arme-
nian Christians have their patriarch at Constantinople ;
he governs the Syrian and Nestorian branches of his
church, and has twenty-two dioceses under him. Nor
is this all—the Roman Catholic Church is likewise
represented and governed by its patriarch, who has
under him three archbishops, a8 many metropolitans,
besides pontiffs, bishops, and priests. Besides this, all
foreigners who are Catholics, but who have become sub-
Jects of the Porte, have their own officers to superin-
tend their civil affairs; since 1850, when they were
first recognised, the Protestants have been allowed their
own representative. And finally, the Jews have in
COonstantinople their high . priest, with seven arch-
rabbis, and ten rabbis; this sect numbers about
170,000.

And this is the calumniated Ottoman empire ; few
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Christian states in Europe show so much toleration.
The Latin and Greek communions in the Turkish
empire do no credit to their Christianity ; their conduct
towards each other is most disreputable. It is their
senseless squabbling which has led to the present con-
test. It will be worth while to note how they anathe-
matize one another, and then remark those two places
which are sometimes called the centres of Chris-
tianity and Mohammedanism,—Rome and Jerusalem.
In Rome, the Roman Catholics alone enjoy civil and
religious privileges ; and Rome, which will not permit
the least attempt of the kind in Italy, is endeavouring
to make proselytes throughout the Turkish empire.
In Jerusalem, on the contrary, under Mobammedan
sway, all religions meet and enjoy toleration. InRome,
Romanists alone may speak freely, while in Jerusalem
the traveller not only hears the free exposition of every
creed, but sees with full liberty of action the mis-
sionaries of them all. There is no toleration like
this, except in England or in the United States. And
perhaps it will be well to mention an error which has
crept into the minds of many, respecting the Greek
Church and the present war : many imagine that the
Greek Church is a Protestant Church, in our sense of
the word, but such is not the case ; the Greek patri-
archs protested against the assumption of the popes,
who wished to domineer over them in the twelfth
century, and rejected a number of articles as heretical,
which the Roman pontiffs had insisted on their
acceding to; but they are now as superstitious, or more
so, than the Romanists, and though they refuse to
- accept the pope of Rome as their head, they have no
other mark of Protestantism.
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There are some circumstances mentioned in the
Christian Times of the 25th January, which show
clearly how unimpeded, save by one another, in their
religious proceedings, the Christians in the Mohammedan
empire have been for many years. “The spread of
truth has been such, for the last twenty years, that it
is imposgible to believe that God is now about to give
his work up to the destroyer. A distinguished Chris-
tian traveller from England recently put the question
to the American missionaries here, whether the state-
ment made by Mr. Layard, in parliament, that there
are more than forty towns and villages in Turkey, in
which are Protestant congregations, is strictly true.
This led to the writing down of a list of names of
places ; and the cheering fact was established, that in
more than fifty towns and villages of this empire there
are Protestant assemblies for divine worship on every
Lord’s day ! The largest of these congregations is that
at Aintab, about three days north-east from Aleppo,
where there are more than seven hundred Protestants.
And besides these, who have openly avowed themselves
Protestants, risking all the consequences, there are
_known to be thousands among the Armenians, in the
capital, and throughout the interior of Turkey, who
are really Protestant in sentiment, though not yet
sufficiently moved by religious truth to impel them
to take an open stand for the Gospel before the world.
Now, may we not reasonably hope that all this pre-
paration is to be followed by a glorious completion ?
Twenty-five years ago, not a single Protestant could be
found among all the natives of this land, and Pro-
testantism was either wholly unknown, or where known
at all, it was considered as synonymous with infidelity
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and atheism. And, alas! the eareless and worldly
lives of the few foreign Protestants resident there at
that time, gave too strong a confirmation to this
calumny,—originally a Jesuit invention. In this
respect, also, there has been a very pleasing change ;
and we have now serious-minded Christians living in
Turkey, from England and America, and from various
parts of the continent, letting their light shine on all
around. How encouraging the following comparative
statistics :—

Number of Protestant clergymen ln.bounng in Constanti-

nople and its suburbs in 1830. .

Ditto  ditho 1856 .oorrerroinrs e e e
Number of Protestant sermons preached on every Sabbath,

in different languages, in ditto in 1830................
+ Ditto ditto 1854 ....cveiiennanas 26
Number of Protestant schools in ditto in 1830 .......... 0
Ditto ditto 1854 .......... 14

These statistics refer to Constantinople and its
immediate environs alone. In the whole Turkish
empire (including Constantinople), there are at the
present time not fewer than sixty-five Protestant
preachers ! Although among these there are repre-
sentatives of several different branches of the Pro-
testant Church ; yet, so far as is known, they are all
labouring harmoniously for one and the same great
object. For example, at the metropolis, among the
nineteen ministers mentioned, there are Episcopalians,
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Lutherans, and
one Waldensian, and yet but one spirit seems to per-
vade them all; and they often come together for
prayer and conference, in regard to the great work in
which they are engaged.

‘We may add, that not long ago a Protestant library
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was opened in Constantinople, and that last year ten
thousand copies of the Bible were sold, translated into
different languages, and also many other Protestant
publications. The Bible Society is suppressed in
Russia, and, as we well know, all freedom of inter-
course or of publication. In addition to many ex-
cellent things which he has done, Lord Shaftesbury
has thrown additional light on the subject of late.
‘When we reflect on the manner in which the Czar
has dealt with all who dare to prefer the faith in which
they were brought up, to the religion that he calls
Orthodoxr—which means the Greek Church in Russia,—
we may imagjne the fate that would await all those
who fell into his power, if he could gain a footing in
the Turkish empire. Let us next examine the Chris-
tianity which is practiced in the East, and show the
mummery which is even now kept up in the “ Holy
Places,” concerning which a pretence for the mighty
quarrel, which has involved all Europe in warfare, first
arose.
. The “ Holy Places,” as is well known, are situated
in and near Jerusalem,—though whether those now
assigned as such are really on the true spotd where the
events they commemorate occurred, is more than
doubtful. Be that as it may, the Mohammedan power
allows the Christians, no matter of what denomination,
to resort thither freely ; and there, on the very ground
where the great-Redeemer lived for our edification and
died for our salvation, such scenes now pass as bring
a mingled glow of shame and indignation to the cheek
of the Christian who reads of them. The recollection of
the Divine Founder of our religion ought to quell every
ungentle, every unholy feeling in the mind of those who
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repair thither ; but what do the Mohammedans behold ?
Instead of the mild, the upright, the pure religion, which
our Saviour made so attractive to “the multitude,” the
Turks who are present witness such scenes as the follow-
ing, which is described by a traveller from the United
States, who was at Jerusalem in 1840, and on his
return published an account of what he had seen.
They represented the Crucifixion by scenes in the
“Church of the Holy Sepulchre,” and this is the account
given by Dr. Olin :—

“ Many of those who assisted at the pageant ap-
peared, as I was told, to be deeply affected ; the mass
of spectators, however, and many of thg monks evi-
dently regarded it as an idle and trivial affair, while a
rabble, always attendant on such exhibitions, indulged
in all kinds of disorder, and frequently compelled the
Turkish police, who were stationed in different parts
of the church, to interfere with heavy blows, for the
preservation of order. The Musselmen look upon
these scenes with undisguised and bitter contempt, and
evidently use their batons with hearty good will. The
Resurrection was celebrated by the Greeks; the Arme-
nians, Copts, and native Christians take part in the
services. The Greek ecclesiastics are always less solemn
and decent in the performance of their functions than
the Catholics, and on the present occasion they were
guilty of practising upon the ignorant multitude a
gross and palpable fraud, which it was not easy to
witness without an entire loss of all respect and con-
fidence. I was present during a part of this mortifying
exhibition. The pretension is that fire is miraculously
kindled within the Holy Sepulchre. The high eccle-
sinstics of this sect, I believe, after some religious
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exereciges in the chapel, entered into the sepulchre, the
whole body of the church being crowded with pilgrims
and less-interested spectators, and those about the
sepulchre provided with torches, wax candles, and
tapers. All eyes were intensely fixed upon the
sepulchre, when, after a brief delay, a brilliant light
appeared, and was raised to a small aperture in the
western wall : this produced a strong sensation in the
multitude, who rushed forward, with frantic eagerness,
to light their torches by the celestial flame. The
confusion and tumult that ensued are indescribable ;
the Turkish police were on the alert, to restore order
by the usual expedient of beating the people over the
head and shollders with fists and clubs. Such are the
means employed by bishops and archbishops, the pro-
fessed successors of the apostles, to promote piety, and
inspire devotion among the people. Such dishonour is
poured upon the adorable Saviour in the house of his
friends—on the very spot where, acccording to their
tradition and assured belief, < he was delivered for our
offences, and rose again for our justification.’ "—Vol,
ii. pp. 109-10.

And these are the people with whom a section
within our own Church calls upon us to “fraternize ;”
it is in defence of these practices that we are to esta-
blish a crusade against the devoted and self-denying
Bishop Gobat ; and this is the form of Christianity
which we are to abstain from meddling with, lest we -
ghould rend the seamless robe of Christ. Our chance
of converting the Turks is to begin by converting the
Christians ; and when we can show to the Mohammedan
a pure and honest body of men who call themselves by
the name of Christ, then, and not till then, shall we

K
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have a fair opportunity of inducing him to accept the
truths of Christianity.

All that has just been described, corresponds with
the fraud practlsed every year on Whitsunday by the
Roman Catholic priests at Tarascon, near Beaucaire,
in the south of France, where the Holy Spirit descends
in the form of a pigeon, trained for the purpose; and the
emotion of the ¢ fideles ” is very great on the occasion ;
indeed, any one who spoke alightingly of the miracle,
-would be in danger of rough usage from the deluded
peasantry. Bus to return to the Holy Places. It is
remarked by another traveller, Constantine Tischen-
dorf : “The worst part of the affair is not the manifest
fraud practised in the pretended miracle of the fire,
but the general dissoluteness which this nightly cere-
mony veils, and which borders on that of the heathen
orgies. Greek priests forget themselves even to de-
soend to sympathy with Turkish dervishes, setting
morality and decency alike at defiance. One day
Tbrahim Pacha, as master of Syria, played in this fire
prodigy the part which Napoleon Buonaparte played
at Naples. In Naples the blood of St. Januarius was
unwilling to become liquid ; thereupon arose great ex-
citement among the people. Buonaparte commanded
that the blood should become liquid—Iliquid it be-
came! In the same way did Ibrahim act with the
dilatory fire, while he sat looking down from the gallery
on the ceremonies of the Greeks.,”—Vol. ii. pp. 45, 46.

These instances would of themselves almost suffice
. to show cause why the Turks have bestowed contempt
on Christians ; but as the falsehood of the ‘Greek
Church, as it now is, cannot be too well understood in
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England, we will give a passage from Dietrici,* a wan-
derer in the East. In addition to the above, he says,
“ The pacha’s interference nearly cost him his life, such
was the frightful fanaticism of which the priests made
it the occasion. The whale ceremony is, as may be
supposed, an object of derision with the Mohammedans.
Such scenes are not at all uncommon in the Holy City.
Very often does there arise a conflict between Latins
.and Greeks respecting the employment of an altar,
The sacred ceremonies often end with clubs, and even
firearms ; and not long since, two men were severely
wounded in a quarrel in the church of the Holy
Sepulchre. Yet these public offences are not the
_ worst. 'Worse than they are the divine servicesin the
dark, at the festival of the Communication of the Sacred
Light, as an image of the gift of the Holy Ghost. Then,
the entire church lies, from evening to midnight, in
the thickest darkness ; the veil of silence must remain
over the gross and sensual multitude. It suffices to
state that the superstition of the Greeks openly pro-
claims in Jerusalem, that a man whose birth stands
connected with the church of the Holy Sepulchre, is
- endowed altogether with special ability.”

* This evidence, like that of the last cited, is more convincing,
since it comes from a member of the Greek communion.
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GCHAPTER IX.
THE WAR AND ITS PROSPECTS.

AND it is for such sectaries as those described in the
last chapter, that all this tumult has arisen ; and in
what manner has the Moslem Sultan conducted him-
self while Latins and Greeks were striving which could
be most ridiculous and contemptible? It is not from
any fault of his own, from any treacherous or oppres-
sive act, that he and his subjects have been involved in
a contest which, in fact, he did everything he could do
with honour to avoid. Abdul Medjid has unfortu-
nately endeavoured to make a peaceable arrangement
between two obstinate opponents, and, as it too often
happens, the peace-maker has received the hardest
blows. He has been tolerant and impartial,—it is his
only ctime ; but of course that, in the eyes of a bigot, is
a crime of double dye ; and the Sultan of Turkey, for
showing kind toleration to his Christian subjects, is
assailed with virulence by the sovereign of a so-called
Christian state.

And what is it all about? Merely that both the
Emperor of France and the Czar of Russia claim
certain protectional rights over the Latin and Greek
communions in the empire of the Sultan ; and the
latter was induced by Louis Napoleon to show some
additional favour to the Romish Christians in Pales-
tine ; and this favour was merely a concession of equal
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rights to the two churches, but the Czar flew into a rage
and demanded precedence for the Greek Church.
Abdul Medjid shines out amidst this humiliating
squabble as & man of honour and a gentleman ; and
humiliating is it indeed to see the peace of Europe dis-
turbed by such low and petty squabbling among
Christians ; while, in fact, not one religious feeling is
mixed up with the dispute. Russia, as usual, ‘has
shown herself deceitful and violent : Prince Menshikoff,
plenipotentiary from the Russian court to the Sublime
Porte, on the 16th of March, 1853, sent in a note com-
plaining that his emperor felt himself aggrieved, and
the rights of Russia injured by the late concession to
the Latins ; nor was that all: the Czar demanded a
separate treaty of recognition of the rights and privi-
leges of the Greek Christians in the Ottoman empire ;
that such injury might not occur again, the Czar -
demanded to be empowered to interpose as their pro-
tector from time to time if necessary. And on the
19th of the next month another note was presented by
Menshikoff, in which the Czar makes a stride, and not
confining his demand to Syria, requires power of inter-
ference throughout the whole empire of the Sultan.
But this was going too far,—to concede this, would be
to yield up Turkey to the iron rule of Russia. Abdul
Medjid, though mild and reasonable, has proper spmt

the Turkish government saw clearly the aim of Russia,
and did not yield to the Czar’s demand for power to
interfere in all parts of the Qttoman dominions, but he
did, on the 5th of May, give two firmans to the Russian
envoy, intended to arrange every difficulty in Palestine.
Still Menshikoff insisted on total compliance, and
granted a few more days, but on the 10th expected a
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satisfactory reply, and demanded a treaty of which he
even sent the preseribed copy, by which the Sultan
was to be bound, by promises to the Czar, in no way to
diminish the various privileges of the Greek Church,
through the extent of his empire. The Sultan, on the
day named, gave his reply to Prince Menshikoff, and
a noble reply it was. Abdul Medjid declared that he
would willingly comply with anything which did not
assail his honour and independence, but to conclude
such a treaty, conferring a power of intetference on a
foreign power, would be to aim a deadly blow at his
own sovereign rights ; but he promised to support the
liberties of all professing the Christian religion in his
empire, and especially the Greek Church. The Sultan
now hoped the question would be settled, but Menshi-
koff persisted in his demand, and on the 14th the
ultimatum was to be given. But it is needless to
recapitulate what has been so long before the public.
Aftera change of ministry in Constantinople and a delay
of six days, Redshid Paeha, the new minister for foreign
affairs, placed before Menshikoff a proclamation addressed
- to the Greek patriarch of Constantinople, promising, that
no fature changes regarding the “holy places” in fature
should be made without the united agreement of
Russia and France thereto ; permitted the ereetion of
& Russian church and an asylum in Jerusalem, and even
offered a formal act for the ratification of these pro-
mises : thus meeting alk demands, except the treaty
which was to confer on the Russian Czar the right of
interfering in the government of the Turkish
sovereign. And the Russian ambassador returned
home.
- From. that moment all has been turmoil and diss
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turbance. First, Nicholas invades the principalities,
taking them merely as guarantees that what he
exacted should be dome; from that he goes on to
filling his own treasury with other people’s property ;
and on the 31st of May, Redshid Pacha was informed
by Count Nesselrode, that the Czar considered himself
insulted by being refused the treaty. There never
was 80 just an exemplification of the fable of the wolf
and the lamb ; hitherto the parallel has been perfect,
but we may hope that the result will be different.
‘We do not pretend to say that there is not official
corruption in Turkey, neither do we disown the fact,
that in parts of the empire distant from the seat of
government, wrong and oppression at times take place ;
but amidst all this, and other difficulties arising from
the custom of polygamy and the restrictions of the
Koran, the character of the Turkish nation is noble
and manly, and far superior to that of their opponents.
Here again we may rely not upon hearsay, but upon
personal knowledge. We are told by the author of
% A Year with the Turks”—¢The injunction to ‘do
unto others as you yould they should do unto you, is
not considered an idle form of words by the Turks,
but is carried into practice.” Again he says,—“ Only
one little trait of Turkish honesty may I introduce, as
it happened to fall under my own observation. A
friend of mine wandering through the bazaar, wished
$o buy an embroidered handkerchief of a Turkish
shopkeeper ; he asked the price. ¢ Seventy-five
piastres” ¢No, said he, aware that it is usual among
all the traders, whatever their creed, to ask more than
the value, ‘that is too much ; T will give you seventy’
And as the dealer seemed to nod assent, he counted
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out the money. But his surprise was great when the
bearded Osmanli, gravely pushing him back twenty
piastres, observed, ¢ This is more than the just price ;
it is always the custom here to bargain over a thing
down to its fair value; and as fifty piastres is my
proper price, those twenty belong to you’ Not a
few among our professing Christians might take a
lesson from the believer in the Koran.”

The same author also says, “I must, however, do
them justice to observe, that I saw with them none of
that oppressive and overbearing manner towards the
rayahs, or Christian subjects, so often imputed to the
Turks, and which, indeed, in theory, is one of their
duties as true followers of the Prophet. They always
entered just as familiarly into conversation with the
Bulgarian peasants as with the Osmanli, inquired into
all the particulars of the state of their dareket (blessing
or harvest), and supplied them with a pipe of good
tobacco. It is true they always called them giaour ;
but as the word is commonly used, there is nothing in
it implicative of insult, and it is only employed to
distinguish those who are not Mohammedans.”

The prognostications of the war are far more easy to
Turkey than for her gigantic assailant. I endeavoured
in the sketch of the life and reign of the Czar which
appeared’ in this Series last month, to point out the
consequences which the emperor’s ambition would pro-
bably entail on Europe, and while defending the war,
on the .grounds both of its justice and its necessity,
I did not attempt to underrate the power of Russia,
or her influence in the councils of Europe ; but the
effects which it is likely to produce on the Ottoman
-empire are patent. She cannot, according to all
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human probability, succumb ; and though her resources
may be drained, and her financial prosperity retarded
for a while, yet the latter will soon recover itself,
while the moral influence gained by the Sultan’s
government by the open sympathy of the Western
Powers, and the prestige which his forces will obtain
by coming victorious out of a contest with Russia, will
give him anew lease of power, enable him to turn his
undivided attention to the internal prosperity of his
empire, and will attract Christians from all parts to
settle in his dominions. Were its resources fairly
developed, the Turkish empire would become the
mightiest in the world ; and though it would take
centuries to do this, yet there is no reason why the
process should not commence at once, and be carried
on vigorously, as much for the benefit of the rest of
the world as for that of the empire itself. Asia Minor
was once the most densely-peopled spot in the world ;
the traveller every two or three hours comes upon the
ruins of mighty cities, which show by the splendour of
their remains—their baths, their theatres, their temples
—how magnificent they were in the period of their
prosperity. It is said that some of these have been
abandoned by reason of the frequency of earthquakes ;
but the climate has not changed, nor have the geolo-
gical conditions of the country suffered any alteration.
If there were a population, they would be rebuilt and
reinhabited. Ephesus is now an unwholesome marsh—
even a visit to it at some seasons entails the risk of a
fever ; yet it was once the most populous city of the
Lesser Asia, the queen of the East ; and there are hosts
of situations where the ancient cities of the Greeks
might be rebuilt in the midst of a fertile soil, and
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under a splendid climate, if there were but men to build.
them. _

It is, or rather it seems, improbable that railways
will ever be extensively introduced into European
Turkey, still less into Turkey in Asia ; a line may be
expected from Vienna to Constantinople, though
hardly without a break ; but Asia Minor is one vast
mountain broken into pieces, and the engineering
difficulties it would present may be considered all bub
insurmountable. Those who travel in Turkey must
do so on the old patriarchal plan: they must take
their tents with them, and all they have need of. The
foreigner must have his dragoman or interpreter too ;
and if he desires only a moderate portion of comfort,
he will do well to take an English saddle. Inns or
hotels, save in a few great towns, there are none.” The
khans are built round a square court, and eomsist of a
range of buildings of two stories: the lower is used
mostly as stables for horses and ‘mules, the higher for
their masters. The khangee or innkeeper causes one
of these upper rooms to be swept out, and gives the
traveller the key ; and the latter thus finds himself
the lord of an unfurnished chamber immediately over
that ocoupied by his horse! he lays down his rug,

his moveable table, hangs up round him the
articles which he most needs, arranges his eamp-stool,
sends out one of his servants to the bazaars for pro-
visions, and his cook prepares it on the spot. If he
take up his abode in a village, it will be well if he
have brought his own provisions with him ; and if he
has to bivouack in the open country, an event which
will be of frequent occurrence, he then pitohes his tent
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like the patriarchs of old, and commends himself to
the God of the patriarchs for protection.

There is very little danger in' travelling : now and’
then we hear of a casualty ; but few travellers look
back otherwise than with delight to their wanderings
through these romantic regions, which acknowledge
the sway of Abdul Medjid. ‘

It is worthy of note, that no one who has travelled
among the Turks speaks otherwise than well of them :
prejudices vanish, even though deeply rooted, before
their unimpeachable integrity and their genuine
hospitality. One of the most remarkable instances of
this is to be found in the diary of Sir Charles Fel-
Jowes. When he set foot on the soil of Asia Minor,
he was a decided Philhellene, and as decided a Miso-
Turk. He relates this himself with the most perfect
frankmess ; everything around him took its colour from
his cherished prejudices ; but at the close of his diary
he reverses his previous judgment, speaks in the
highest terms of the Turks, and is almost willing to
sy, with Piscatory of the Greeks : “ Monsieur, c'est ln
méme canatlle qwaw temps de Thémistocle.! 1 had
oonstant opportunities to endorse this opinion: I
found trickery inherent in the one race, and integrity
in the other ; nor could I refrain from thinking that
the simple and severe religion of Islim-approached
nearer to true Christianity than the picture-worshiping
and superstitious Church of the Greeks.

The practice of polygamy is undoubtedly an evil,
and the seclusion of women which it .enjoins; but
before we hastily condemn the Moslem on this account,
we should consider two things: first, from whence
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they derived it; and secondly, to what extent they
carry it. That the most eminent saints of the Old
Testament indulged in a plurality of wives, and that
they had the divine sanction for so doing, needs no
assertion, neither can any reason be shown why this
privilege, if privilege it be, was peculiarly adapted to
their age and circumstances. We are not told of there
being then any disproportion between the numbers of
the sexes, any more than at the present time. So
that if we vituperate the Turk on the ground of
polygamy, our vituperations may light on those whom
we do not wish to regard save with reverence. The
Prophet Turk was a child of Abraham, through
Ishmael, and maintained that he had a right to
follow the example of his great ancestor. But
when we come to inquire how far this practice
prevails, we shall see reason to pause again in our
condemnation. A rich pacha will have perhaps his
four wives, more usually two; and now there are many
who are wise enough to be content with one; but
when we come down to the generality of the nation,
we find polygamy the exception and not the rule.
The numbers of men and women throughout the
Ottoman empire are about equal, and he must be an
expert arithmetician who could show how polygamy
could become universal. The Turkish peasantry are
to a 'man “ the husbands of one wife;” they are
domestic and virtuous ; their wives share their labour,
and the seclusion which prevails in great towns is
unknown amongst them. Sometimes I believe there
is a little hesitation about unveiling their faces hefore
an unbeliever ; but usually there is not so much
reserve as this, and the domestic conduct of the whole
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class would bear a very favourable comparison with
that of our own agricultural labourers. I have thought
it well to say a few words on this subject, because it
is held by many that polygamy is one of the chief
hindrances to the spread of Christianity. I think, on .
the contrary, that it is fast diminishing; that the
Gogpel will not find any insurmountable obstacle to its
progress from this cause, and that, if the Greek and
Armenian Churches could be reformed, Christianity
would soon spread among the Moslem population of
the Turkish empire.

It will perhaps be thought that I have spoken with
unnecessary sharpness of the Greek communion, and
many attempts have been made of late to palliate its
corruptions, and to represent it to English eyes as a
comparatively pure Church. This has been sometimes
done in ignorance, and with the idea that certain for-
mularies and catechisms handed about in England as
exhibiting the tenets of that Church, are bond fide in
use in the East ; and sometimes it has been done out of
love for Rome, and because to deny or to justify cor-
ruption in the one, is almost the same thing as to deny
or to justify it in the other ; but any person who has
seen the effects of the Greek Church where it has free
course, will confirm the statements I have made. At
the same time there is one very important difference
between the two Churches; the Eastern Church is
capable of reformation ; it has never claimed to be in-
fallible ; it professes not to have a visible head who is
God’s sole vicegerent upon earth, and therefore it
does not present the same political difficulties with
that of Rome.

It may scem strange that I mtroduce this subject
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into a chapter on the war and its results ; but I do
80 because T trust that this war will be the means of
making Protestantism more known in Turkey than it
has ever been before. If the Gospel hasa fair chance,
it will make great progress among the “rayahs” ar
(so called) Christian subjects of the Porte; and when
once a true Christianity is sufficiently prominent to
attract attention, then, under so mild and tolerant a
government as that of Turkey, it will doubtless have
great success. With a free circulation of the Scrip-
tures, the protection of the state, and judicious mis-
sionary exertion, there is reason to believe that in a
few years' time Turkey may become virtually a Chris-
tian land. It is said that the late Sultana Valide, the
mother of Abdul Medjid, was a Christian, and im-
planted in the mind of her son a favourable idea of
her religion. This may or may not be the case ; but
that the favourable idea does exist has been proved by
the memorable fact that his highness condescended to
be present at the marriage, according to the rites of
the Greek Church, of one of his Christian subjects.
‘Who can say what the result might be if the pure and
simple forms of Protestant worship were brought be-
fore his notice ?

But the progress of genuine Christianity in the
East would prove the best means of developing its
natural resources. Turkish fatalism has tended more
than anything elss to cripple the energies of the
country ; and the just contempt with which the Os-
manlis have regarded the Christians around them, has
indisposed them to adopt even improvements which
came from so questionable a quarter. It must be our
task now to convince a noble people that there are
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Christians whose motives are higher than those of the
Czar of Russia, and Churches more pure than the
Greeks or Armenians can exhibit.

A few words, by way of conclusion, about the wild
dream—for it is in reality nothing more—of & restored
Greek empire. That the Emperor Nicholas should
desire to re-establish it, with a view of placing his son
Constantine on the throne, and thus rendering Turkey,
under another name, and with the shadow of inde-
pendence, & province of Russia, is no more than might
be expected. That the Greeks, devoured by national
vanity, and imagining that they could treat Europe
as their fathers treated Persia, should long for empire
again, is matter neither for blame nor astonishment ;
but that statesmen in England or France, or even in
Austria or Prussia, should fancy such a scheme practi-
cable, is indeed strange. Let us look at the case as it
stands, 'We hear it said that the Turks are but
strangers in Europe, and that of the genuine Osmanlis
there are no more than three millions on this side the
Bospborus. On this ground it is contended that their
dominion cannot and ought not to be permanent. Let
this argument go for what it is worth, and add to it
the more valid one, that they are not only strangers in
race, but glso in religion. But over whom do they rule ?
—over some 8ix or seven millions of Sclavonians—eight
or nine if we take in the Danubian provinces—over four
millions of Roumelians, who are not Greeks and never
were Greeks, and over a mixed and motley multitude
beside. Of Greeks properly so called, there are about
one million in Turkey, and two millions in the Greek
kingdom, and another in Asia ; so that to form this
proposed Greek empire, the three millions of Osmanlis __
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are to be displaced to make way for three millions of
Greeks. We omit those in Asia Minor, for it has
* never been contended that the Greek empire was to
include that region. The numbers then of the do-
minant race are to remain equal ; but by what fair-
ness could the Roumelians and the Sclavonians be
made subject to the small minority of Greeks ¢ or what
reason is there to suppose that they would or ought
to acquiesce in such a state of things? Panslavism is
quite as much a reality as Panhellenism, and the war
in which we are now engaged is likely to do fully as
much for the one as the other. The Austrian Sclavo-
nians and the Poles have not forgotten their nation-
ality ; and all Europe would understand that a Greek
empire, established at Constantinople, would be but a
tool in the hands of the Russian autocrat.

The experiment of a Greek kingdom has produced,
in many respects, a failure : it would be perhaps pre-
mature to lay the blame of this on the Greeks ; they
have had .an incompetent king, and bad ministers,—
one is the fault of Europe, the other, in some degree at
least, their own. It is not improbable that Otho will
be called upon to resign his uneasy throne, and some
new arrangement be entered into with regard to inde-
pendent Greece. One thing is certain, that that petty
kingdom must not beallowed to counteract the work-
ing of the maritime powers. It can do little good,
and may do a considerable amount of mischief ; and
if Greece be to continue a separate and independent
state, means must be taken to repress piracy and
brigendage, and to develop the resources of the country,
80 as at least to enable it to pay its debts.
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THE FAMILY OF THE SULTAN.

BONS.

. Mehemed Morad, or Muzad....born Sept. 22; 1840
. Abdulﬂnmid............... «o .. Sept. 22, 1842
. Mehemed Rechad ................ Oct. 4, 1845
Ahwed Kemaladdeen ............ July 16, 1848
. Buraweddeen.................... May 23, 1849
. Mehemed Reshid ................ March 81, 1852

S Ov 0RO

DAUGHTERS.

1. Fatima...cecevveeevnccecncanse.. Novi 92,1840
"2, Refidja...cciocaiiiiicnneianeee. Feb, 7, 1842
8. Alidja ..cocvvenvenniinnannnneass Octe 20, 1842
4. Djemila ....iveviieieniesensess Aug. 17,1843
6. MUDira .oveeeescecceasensaanesss Nov. 9, 1845
6. Behija ...... teveetesanecans veee. Aug. 26, 1848

Two more princes have been born since this last
period.

The brother of the Sultan, Abdul Assis, was born
February 9, 1830 ; and his sister Adileh, married to
Mehemet Ali Pacha, was born May 23, 1823. She
was married in her 19th year.

The Sultan is the 31st sovereign of the family of
Osman, and the 26th since the taking of Constanti-
nople. He was born April 23, 1823, or, according to
the Era of-the Hegira, the 19th da.y of the month
Reby-al-akhir, 1255.



146 LIFE OF ABDUL MEDJID.

NOTE.
ON THE POSITION OF CHRISTIANS IN TURKEY.

A newspaper which prides itself on its superior accuracy
of information, assumes, in most of its arguments, Turkish
intolerance to be an incontrovertible fact, and speaks of
its being ¢ impossible for a foreigner to have any interest in
Turkish soil.” We extract this assertion from a leading article
which appeared on January 30th ; and on the 31st of the same
month, at the opening of parliament, Earl Grey coolly asserted
in the House of Lords, that he ‘‘ knew that to this day the
Christian subjects of the Sultan were labouring under an oppres-
sion ag severe, and in some respects more so, than that of the
negro population in our colonies.” Without wasting words
upon Earl Grey’s want of temper, we will observe that his
knowledge of Turkey, presuming that he speaks what he knows,
and that his words were correctly reported, is upon a level with
that of one who draws his ideas of Islamism from such a
source as ‘‘ Bajazet, or the Raging Turk.” We will oppose to
Earl Grey’s rash and splenetic statement the deliberate decla-
ration of one of the Sultan’s own Christian subjects. Risk
Allah, an educated Syrian, an attacké of the Turkish embassy
in this country, and also an associate of King’s College, in his
admirable book entitled ¢ The Thistle and the Cedar of Leba-
non,” observes: ‘It is difficult to satisfy Europeans, especially
Englishmen, that they can make safe investments in the Turkish
dominions; but it is only requisite to inquire into the tenure of
all sorts of property, as held by Europeans in all parts of Turkey
for the last two centuries and upwards; their vested rights have
never been questioned, and, when any injury or loss was proved
to have been sustained to any such property, the official repre-
sentative of the owner had only to submit his claim, and in
every instance full and satisfactory redress was instantly
afforded.” Risk Allah fortifies his assertion of the security of
property invested in Turkey by Europeans by many cases, of

i
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which we can make room for only one, and that an amusing
one ; but

¢ Ridentem dicere verum quid vetat 1"

¢ The alarm,” continues Risk Allah, ¢ entertained by English-
. men with regard to the insecurity of property, and the absence
of all redress, is wholly imaginary, In proof of this I shall
quote merely one instance, that of Mr. Goodall, an American
missionary, who was plundered by the soldiers during the Greek
piratical invasion of Beyrout in 1829. As soon as quiet was
re-established, the Consul applied to the Pacha for a restitution
of the stolem property; or a tantamount value. A list was made
out, and so punctilious was the Pacha for a restitution, that
even a fowl that had been ready trussed for roasting was
included among the missing articles, and every farthing was
paid down out of the government treasury. And this is the
case in all instances where a European is the aggrieved party ;
the Pacha of the district will be sure to see justioce done him ;
and the treasury is entitled to collect the sum disbursed from the
heads of the villages in the immediate neighbourhood where the
theft was committed. This answers a double end : it satisfies
the injured party, and insures almost to a certainty the capture
of the felon, for all the villagers are on the watch to discover the
rogue that has brought on them such a taxation.”

In what point is this Turkish system inferior to our own
remedy against the hundred? In none; while it has the signal
advantage of being available at the present day, while our
much-vaunted Anglo-Saxon enactment is obsolete, or at any
rate 80 operose as to be practically useless. These facts are
perfectly familiar to the Russian press in London, which, how-
ever, never scruples to ignore whatever does not suit the argu-
ment of the hour. But it is lamentable, it is disgraceful, that
falsehoods such as these, representing the intolerance of the
Turks, their oppressions, &o., should be uttered uncontradicted
from his place in Parliament by a peer of the realm. The lies
vended for Russian gold by the Fanariot Greeks, and circulated
among the gossips of Pera—the most gossiping place in the
world—are often amusing, though framed for a bad purpose.
To give a few examples, it was circulated and believed that the
French ambassador had had a lady who disturbed him put
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in chains and sent to Algiers; and, better still, that Lord de
Redcliffe, while Sir Strafford Canning, had caused some English
chartists and Irish refugees to be dyed black and sold as negro
slaves! These stories are at least laughable, but Lord Grey’s are
dismally grim, Where was the historical knowledge of either
medisval or modern times among the lords, who listened in
silence to Earl Grey’s monstrous mis-statements? The tolerant
spirit of the disciples of Mohammed was conspieuous at the time
when Popery sent forth its Alvas and Granvilles to burn, ravage,
and destroy its adversaries in such torrents of blood as flowed
on the eve of St. Bartholomew. When Protestantism repre-
sented the nationality of Hungary, they who supported the

mg & e for civil and religious liberty, sought the alliance
of the Ottoman power. Wherever the Ottomans have ruled
they have been remembered with regret, on the soil that no
longer re-echoed to their retreating steps. Patriots have turned
from oppressed nations towards the Eastern crescent. Servia,
Moldavia, and Wallachia, repeat in our days the experiences of
Hungary in the 17th century; and long before the Russian
outcasts, who dare to deny the godship of the Czar, found refuge
in Turkey, a host of Protestant Magyars fled from the fury of
the Christian government to the protection of the Porte.

THE END.

PRINTED BY COX (BROS,) AND WYMAN, GREAT QUEEN STREET.
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‘With its many beautiful pictorial illus ions of the natural and other

scenes which it describes, it will be found by our intelligent and pious
one of the most pleasing and instructive of our missionary
’—FBvangelioal Magasine.

ONE TALENT IMPROVED,
OR, THE LITTLE MISSIONARY COLLECTOR.

Being a8 True Account of Harriet Ann Taylor, “ One of the Little
Ones which believed in Jesus,” who was 8o severely burnt on the
27th of September, that, after three weeks' intense suffering, she
died on the 18th of October, 1850, at West Cowes, Isle of Wight.

By the Rev. MAXIMILIAN GENESTE, M.A.,
Incumbent of the Chrarch of the Holy Trinity, West Oowes, Isle of Wight.

Third Thousand, 6d.

—_——

BLOOMSBURY LENT LECTURES, 1854.
PRESENT TIMES AND FUTURE PROSPECTS.

Being Lectures delivered during Lent, 1854, at St. George's,
BloomsBury. By the following Clergymen :—
Rev. R. BICKERSTETH, M.A. Rev. W. FREMANTLE, ML A,
Rev. J. W. REEVE, M.A, Rev. E. Aurior, M.A,
Rev. T. R. Birks, M.A. Rev. W. CapmaN, M.A.
. A. R. C. DaLras, M.A. Rev. B. PrILPOT, M.A.
. MouraNT BrOCK, M.A. Rev. E. Hoarg, M.A,

Rev. C. J. GoopHART, M.A. Hon.&Rev.H.M.ViLLiERS,M.A.
With a Preface by the Rev. W. R. FREMaNTLE, M.A., Rector of
Claydon, Bucks.

Foolscap 8vo. 8s. cloth.
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Works Published by JOHN FARQUHAR SHAW,

BLOOMSBURY LENT LECTURES, 1863.
THE
PARABLES PROPHETICALLY EXPLAINED;

Being Lectures delivered dnﬂni Lent, 1858, at 8t. George's,
Bloomsburii With & Preface by the Rev. WrLL1AM CADMAN,
A., Rector of 8t. George's, Southwark.
Foolscap 8vo. bs. cloth.

BLOOMSBURY LENT LECTURES, 1852.
THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM:

Being Lectures delivered during Lent, 1852, at St. George’s,
Bloomsbury.

BY TWELVE CLERGYMEN OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

WITH A PREFACE By tHE Rev. W. R. FREMANTLE, MA,,
Rector of Olaydon, Bucks.
Foolscap 8vo, pp. 878. 8s. cloth.

———a

THE HARMONY OF

HISTORY WITH PROPHECY:

Bn Gxposition of the Jpocalppse.
By JOSIAH CONDER,
Author of “The Literary History of the New Testament.”
Foolseap 8vo, pp. 542. 7s. 64. cloth.

“This very valuable book abundantly fulfils the expectations which the
announcement of it awakened in the minds of those who were acquainted
with the very peculiar qualifications of the writer for the work he had
undertaken ..We have certainly not met with any book
which we could, with e%unl confidence, recommend as a suitable basis for
tic studies, 11 adap! in
ing to those to whom they are new.”—Kitto’s Journal X
“This work is not by any means to be nfo\mded with the mass of wrmn‘E
of which the A has, for the last two oent.uriu ‘been the subjeo

‘We know no', one of them with whlch it m t.{‘in s0me respect or

other, be u.?he usly col nmmd. h:o ume one ot the I:.h;.

some respec very best, of all that we have seen on the Apooalypse.
% ery

¥EW WORK BY THE AUTHOR OF “ ELLEN SEYMOUR,”

REALITY ;
OR, LIFE'S INNER CIRCLE.

BY MRS. SAVILE SHEPHERD (FORMERLY ANNE HOULDITCH

Author of “Ellen S8eymour,” and “ Hymns Adapted to the
Comprehension of Yo H%ﬂndl." P

With engraved Frontispiece, small 8vo, elegant cloth, pp. 296. 4s. 6d.
“We lr‘:lll)‘ound to u‘;yuthlt the Aut.horeas has q?1-od|wu¢:'cl‘d a work of spm

l
“Its tendency i8 of the right kind.”—British Quarterly Review.
12




27, 8outhampton Row, Russell 8quare, & Paternoster Bow.

THE HISTORY OF A FAMILY BIBLE

2,Gabnft§zgmmmtmar,iammhmfm

By Mzs. BEST,
Author of “Tracts on the O1d4 and New Testament Histories.”

18mo. 2s. cloth.

By the same Author,

THE CASKET RIFLED;
Oz, GUILT AND ITS CONSEQUENCES.

A TALE FOUNDED ON FACT.

18mo. 2. cloth.

“These are two mwmﬂn%lictle ‘books by the well- known Anthom of the
‘ Tracts on the Old New Testam Mrs. Best has in little
volume blended together in a tale, a oollection of facts to m forth

real Christian m'lnoiple. md the onln source of strength in the hour

of temptation. For rew: n mhoo or remembrances of love, either
of these little books will and an \ble
present.”—Christian

LILIES OF THE VALLEY.

EDITED BY LADY CATHARINE LONG.
Price 3d.

WAY-MARKS OF THE PILGRIMAGE:
®r, Teuching by Triuls.
By G. B. CHEEVER, D.D.,
Author of “Lectures on Pilgrim’s Progress,” &c.
New Edition. 18mo, ls.

ISABELLA HAMILTON, THE MARTYR.

A Tale of the Sixteenth Century.
Edited by the Author of ““ Aids to&lzavglcopment,” “Memoirs of Two Sisters,”

16mo. 1s. 6d. cloth.
“ Ohristian mothers will do well in placing this book in the hands of their
daughters.”—Protestant Magaeine.
“The story is beautifully written.”—Christian Guardian.
“As @ truthful picture ot t.he chnnm.er of the age, and of the character

of thcse who used fi Miotl to enforce their views, the work
merits high oommemd.mon." outh Herald.
13




‘Works Published by JOEN FARQUHAR BHAW,

BIBLE EXERCISES;

A SABBATH RECREATION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Second Edition, 16mo. 2s. 64. cloth.

“FEAR NOT.

By MISS BUNBURY.
Author of* A Visit to my Birth-place,” *Thoughts in Suffering.”

Royal 82mo. 1s. 6d. cloth ; 2s. silk.

ROMISH MIRACLES,
IN THEIR RELATION TO THE MIRACLES OF THE WORD
OF GOD, AND THEIR GENERAL TENDENCY.
By 8. P. LOWE, D.D,,
Editor and Annotator of “ Dr. Olshausen’s Commentary on the Gospels.”
Foolscap 8vo. ls. sewed; ls. 6d. cloth.

MAN'S RIGHT TO GOD'S WORD.
TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH PRIZE ESSAY OF M. BOUCHIER;

WITH A RECOMMENDATORY PREFACE
By the Ho~, and Rev. MONTAGUE VILLIERS, MA,,
Rector of 8t. George’s, Bloomsbury.

Foolscap 8vo, pp. 144. 2s. 6d. cloth.

CHOICE SENTENCES

Or, Recollections of the Ministry of the late Rev. Wu. HowzLs, of
Long Acre Episcopal Chapel.

EDITED BY THE REV. WILLIAM BRUCE, M.A.
Incumbent of Trinity Church, Sheffield.

SECOND THOUSAND.
Royal 82mo. Price 2. 6d. cloth, gilt edges.

THE INVALID’S COMPANION;
OR, WORDS OF COMFORT FOR THE AFFLICTED.
12mo, pp. 162. 2s. 6d. cloth bonrds
'Thgodll Word for evg‘ryﬂm B?'i'ﬁe"}’?ém ﬁéﬂ%ﬁgfv amed‘t um
and prayer for each day for s month. The whole is adapted
of the cl d ot God sun‘eﬂng the discipline of affliction. It lx 8 nttins

; and will prove very suggestive of those
for f trial. It has our

thouth and eu: ot most d
best wish.”
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27, Bouthampton Row, Russell S8quare, & Paternoster Row.

SCRIPTURE HANDBILILS,

Buitable for General Circulation, and specially adapted for the
Present Time; being a selection of Scripture %exts, illustrating
the Doctrines of the Gospel. Price 8d. 00; or Sold in Packets,
of English or French, or in Assorted P of English and French,
price 1s. each; or 10s. 64. the dozen Packets.

PERVERSION AND CONVERSION ;

OR, CAUSE AND EFFECT.

By the Rev. RoBERT MAGUIRE, Clerical Secretary to the Islington
Protestant Institute. Post 8vo., 2s. 6d. cloth.

SHORT MEMORIALS OF THE LORD'S
GOODNESS.

AL8O, ON THE POWER AND GRACE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, AND
SERIOUS THOUGHTS FOR THE AGED.

A New Edition, enlarged, 18mo. Price 2s. 6d. cloth; by post, 3s.

No. 1. Old Gabriel. Sixth Edition. Price 2d.
2. Catherine Radden. Sixth Edition. Price 2d.
8. The Hamlet of 8t. Budeaux. S8ixth Edition. Price 2d.
4. The Aged Shepherd. Sixth Edition. Price 2d.
5. The Aged Widow. 8ixth Edition. Price 2d.
6. The Aged Gipsy. Sixth Edition. Price 4d.
7. Visit to a Cottage in Scotland. Sixth Edition. Price 2d.
8. The T'win Brothers, Price 6d.
On the Power and Grace of the Holy Spirit. Eighth Ed. 2d.
Serious Thoughts for the Aged. Eighth Edition. Price 2d.
The above are sold in Packets containing a Set. First and Second
Series. Price ls. each,

NEW SERIES OF THE

SHORT MEMORIALS OF THE LORD’S GOODNESS.

No. 9. The Orkney Islands, &c. No. I. Price 2d.
10, No. II. Price 2d.

11: Henry’s Early Grave. Price 4d.

HYMNS WITH SCRIPTURE REFERENCES.

Selected by the Author of  Short Memorials of the Lord's Goodness.”

Second Edition, corrected and enlarged, printed in large type. Price
ls. 6d. sewed ; 2s. cloth.

This selection is chiefly designed for the AGED, the INVALID,
and those who read imperfectly; who by reason of small type are
frequently deprived of the advantage derived from Hymns, which are
often made the means, through the teaching of the Holy Spirit, to fix
Divine Truth in the memory, while the heart is edified and comforted.

15




‘Works Published by JOHN FARQUHAR BELﬁT.
27, Southampton Row, Russell S8quare, & Paternoster Row.

THE STANDARD TUNE BOOK,

AND METRICAL COMPANION TO ALL HYMN BOOKS,
Consisting of .

Three Hundred and Twenty Hymn Chorales, &c.
Incloding the choicest of Luther's own and adopted compositions,
and other splendid specimens of Congregational Psalmody, by
eminent English and Continental Church Composers, in about
Eighty different Metres, with appropriate Hymns, placed oppo-
site thereto. Together with the most approved Single and
Double Chaunts, the Ancient Tones for the Prose Psalms, an
Introductory Anthem, Sanctus, Responses, Dismission Tunes
and Chorus, &ec.; arranged in a grandly simple style of harmony.
“I have just seen and tried a selection of Music.....in which are several
of Luther’s noble, solemn, and plaintive compoeitions, which are little
known in this country. I doso long to see the wretched rants, that are
Bl popul Balahod hom o Jnushs and Chagl, i i ik
olueets;? this Lecture is, to lead yow Ks, 1o ab?ure gnd eject

possi
many of those Tunes which have neither merit nor beauty, ngld u-
larize those noble Compositions of the Ancient Masters.”—Dg. C'uli'g’a.

‘With an Accompaniment for the Organ or Piano Forte.
Cloth 6s. 6d.; strongly half-bound in calf, 7s. 6d.

II.-The Standard Tune Book—Vocal 8core. 16mo, cloth, 2s.
ITI.—The Standard Tune Book for Treble Voices. In oblong

16mo, cloth lettered, price 8d.

IV.—The Standard Tune Book—~Treble and Bass. Price 1s.
V.—The Standard Tune Book-Treble and Alto, Price 12
VI—The Standard Tune Book—Tenor and Bass. Price ls.

THE SCHOOL HYMN BOOK WITH TUNES.
Consisting of
TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY HYMNS,
ORIGINAL AND SELECT, AND
THREE HUNDRED AND TWENTY MELODIES,
FOR USE IN SCHOOLS.
Small 8vo. 10d. in cloth.

Just published, a Cheap Edition without the Tunes, of

. THE SCHOOL HYMN BOOK;
CONSISTING OF TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY
HYMNS, FOR USE IN SCHOOLS.

4d., in cloth, or 8s. 6d. per dozen copies.
16

Reed and Pardonm, Printers, Paternoster Row, London.
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