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PREFACE.

The aim of this worlr is to give a military appreciation of the more out-
standing events of the Mutiny that hrolte out in the East India Com-
pany's army in May IE]?-| and of the campaign to suppress it which
lasted until April I559. The Mutiny hasa very plane in the his-
tory of British India. On the British side, more was written about it
than ahout any other episode in the whole period of the British
eonnerion. Indians, during the years of nationalist agitation before
freedom tame in 1947, saw it as a war of independence. Consequently
the story of tho Mutiny has been overlaid with a thielt veneer ofpropa-
ganda which, by concentrating on the social and political causes and
eonsequenoos, has effectively obscured the military aspects. Gut n|:'
many hundreds of works dealing with the Mutiny, only two of any
importance among the shorter ones have been directly concerned with
those aspects. hlarurally, the social and political motives behind the
rebellion are of great significance, and without some knowledge of
t:hem history would laclt a dimension. Because of this, I have given the
rearierah1:iel'n!:sumeofwhattl1ey were,a11d,shouldhewishto lenow
more, he will find them dealt with in some detail in my Hirrtuj gffedie
[1961 .

F1-n}m a military point of view, the scale of the campaigns was very
small. Minute armies deployed against each other and there were very
few pitched battles. It-lot was the whole of the Company's army involved
in the revolt, which was mainly confined to what was known as the
Bengal Army. Many Indian soldiers fought on the side of the British,
and vast areas of the eountry remained quiet and untroubled. Much of
the was fought on lines. This was a war of move-
meat, of rraelting down, and of short, sharp engagements. The Mutiny
saw the development of the ‘movable column‘, a self-sufiieient ho-tly
of troops capable of rapid deployment, and some of the lessons learned
were not forgotten when the Indian Anny was after the
Mutiny.

The course of the Mutiny falls into Eve distinct and separate phases;
first name the outhrealt and the measures talten immediately; this was
followed by theeapture oflllelhi and the two reliefs ot'Luoltnow;tl1eu
tame the reeonquest of Uudh; this was followed by the suppression of
the revolt in Central India; and finally, there were the mopping-up
operations. At the same time, it must be understood that the Mutiny
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PREFACE

was not a homogeneous aflfair hut a series of mutinios which militarily
had very little to do with each other. The troops that mutinied in one
particular area, generally spealring stayed there, the only
being in the oases of Delhi and Lucltnow which, for specific reasons,
attracted mutineers from other places. Amongst the mu1:inee:rs and
their civilian allies, there was no overall leadership, no guiding hand to
mould the Mutiny into a full-scale rehellion. The campaigns of the
British to suppress the revolt wore, consequently, without overall
leadmhip either. The areas of military activity were quite separate and
I have chosen to deal with them so, connecting them together by a
detailed chronology at the end of the hook which the reader can refer
to when necessary.

‘With regard to the spelling of Indian names, I have preferred in the
case of such well-ltnown places as Cawnpore and Lucknow to retain
these spellings rather than to use Kanpur and Laltnao. Most other
names have been modernised.
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Introduction

THE DEVIL’S WIND

I
Tn» Carises if tn.» Marsh)’

Basically, the origins of the revolt of tltyy lie in the reaction of a eon-
servative, tradition-loving section of Indian society to the modernizing
meal of their British oonquerors. As the British consolidated their power
in lndjn, they also sought to reform Indian society both morally and
politically. In creating a rational and efficient administration, the
British obviously threatened much of the traditional order. Princes and
landowners, the principal representatives of that order, felt thetnselyes
under sentence of extinction. Under the governor-generalship of Lord
Dalhousie (1543-56), both the princes and the landowners had been
suhiected to the heavy hnnd of government. Dalhousie wished to
remove as ntany feudal states as he could, leaving only a Few of the
larger ones nominally independent but actually under the control of
the central government. The plan was laudable, for it was to
lead to better goyerttment and a happier situation for the peasantry,
who under their feudal princes had no rights or protection from the
whims of their rulers. Dalhousie first used his power to anner a state
where there was no direct heir. Irt doing this, he refused to accept the
custom that a childless ruler had the right to adoptanheir. Satara,
jhansi, Nagpur, and a number of minor states were annexed. The king-
dom of Cludh, which had been grossly misgoverned for many years,
was also made a part of British India. Dalhousie's second objective was
to erpropriate land from landlords without proper title to their estates.
Some ro,ooo were confiscated in the Deccan alone.

Because the government was a foreign government, and its agents
foreign, too, with only a slight understanding of customary law and
even ofioeal languages, there were many cases ofinjustioe which the
govemntent did little to rrrnedy. The reforms were carried out
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ruthlessly with little or no attempt to consider the feelings of those
involved. It is little wonder that those who suflieted were angry or that
those who might Find themselves in the same position were frightened.
But it was not only politically that the princes were affected. They had
only to lools around them to see the British interfering at every level of
life. In tl1e twenties and thirties of the nineteenth century, a number
of reforms had taken place. Suttee [or widow-burning} had been
abolished, infanticidc suppressed, and a against the Thug
gangs who robbed and murdered in the name of the goddess I"-Iali had
been mounted. These eaetesccncrs on Hindu so-cietyhad quite justifiably
been loolted upon with horror by the British, but they had also allowed
themselvca to view the Hindu religion as a barbaric, pagan creed,
beneath contempt. Many of the of-licers of the Company's army held
this opinion and tool: every opportunity of trying to persuade their
men to become Christians.

Some of the sepoys felt that an attempt would be mad-e to break their
caste in such a way as to cut them oif from their religion. Hinduism,
unlilte Christianity, is indivisibly part of the social order. Man's place in
society is carefully ordered by the mechanism of caste. Brealt a man‘s
flats, ind not only is his place in society destroyed but he stands on the
threshold of a damnation far worse than the Christian concept of hell.
A Hindu believes that reincarnation continues until the highest caste-
the Brahmin-—is reached, after the soul has returned many times and
has strflered much. ‘When a Brahmin dies, his reward is oblivion, the
heavenof the Hindus. Many of the sepoys in the Company's army were
Brahtmns and consequently felt they had everything to lose from the
Clitflfiflaniaing activities of the British. In their fear, they had in fact
mutinied before tliyy.

In V"-‘“‘5'1“= in 5""lh Ifldiflt the t‘-cpoys had revolted in trod, as they
had ordered to wear a new style ofheaddress, to trim their beards,
and to give up weanng caste rmrlts. This they believed to he an attempt
to malte tltem Christians. The mutiny was brutally s'upp1'e5fi_ In 1314,
a sepoy regiment ordered to Burrnn refused to move because it felt its
'55“ md‘“5'E¢1'¢¢l l1F_l1l1e oflicial refusal to supply them with
transport to carry their ooolting pots, while caste usage compelled each
man to have his own set. Guns opened tire on the sepoya on the parade
ground where they were assembled, and nert moming sht of the ring.
l=1~'-'l¢I‘~i were and hundreds condemned to t4 years‘ hard
lib?“ '3" ‘hf Pl-lllllli toads. Five more were later ettecuted and their
5°51’:-" hi-H15 1-" Elli-lflfi 15 in eaample to their fellows. In 1311, another
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regiment also refused to cross the sea to Burma. This time, however,
the sepoys were simply marched away to another station. It number of
other mutinies a.nd near-mutinies had talten place, all with some basis
of fear that the British were trying to hrealr their caste and make them
tttrn Christian.

By the end of t Ilyti, the whole of lndia—and particularly the north—
was uneasy. Nearly every class had been shaken in some way by the
reforms and political changes instituted by the administration. Dnly
those Indians who were most wcsternired were unafliected by fear.
The newly emerging middle class had no wish to preserve the old order
untouched, and during the Mutiny they remained actively loyal. But
the dispossessed were awaiting their opportunity. Those princes who
had lost the t.erritot:ies they felt to be rightly th@, the lting of U'udh—-
who had been deposed in 1856 and whose kingdom had been annetted
—the last sad descendants of the Mughal emperors at the twilight court
of Delhi, all were awaiting an opportunity to rise in rehellion. Their
agents were active among the sepoys, playing upon their fears and
eaciting their apprehensions, recalling the tale that too years after the
battle of Plassey would corne the day that saw the end of British rule.
Thefuelwasready forthefire,al.l thatwasneededwasasparlt. The
British themselves provided it.

In tflyy it was decided to replace the old rnusltet ltnown as Brown
Bess with the new Enfield rifle, which had a much longer range and
infinitely greater accuracy. To load the new ritie entailed biting a
greased The sepoys believed, with some justification, drat
the grease was made from cow or pig fat—the first, from an animal
sacred to the Hindus, and the second from an animal held unclean
the Muslims. The Hindu sepoys saw this as an attempt to brealt their
taste as a preliminary to rnnlting them all Christians. Slowly at first, hut
with increasing mornenrum, sepoy regiments refused to accept the new
cartridges and finally brol-re into open mutiny. To them rallied the
disafiected. At last the opportunity had come to make a stand against
the British and, with the Bengal Army at their bacits, the rebels seemed
to have every chance of suocess.
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Tbs Cntnpatgfs Arstr_y _

The armed forces of the East India Company had their origin in the
simple necessity of guarding the goods and the persons of the first
English traders in India. When the once powerful ltlughal empire
began its long period of decline, local rulers were quicit to throw oEits
authority and, freed from any oontrol from Delhi, fought among them-
selves and often directly threatened the tiny settlements of the Euro-
peans. The step from armed guards to trained and disciplined troops
was a short one, and soon native troops ofl-icererl by Europeans began
to play a decisive role in the struggle for empire. Tl:te British finally won
domination by their superior military forces deployed against undisci-
plined native armies. The number of white troops was never very large.
The three main centres of British rule, Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta,
each had its own forces and its own commander-in-chief, hut the com-
mander ot' the Bengal Army was also the cotnrnander-in~chief of all
British foroes in India and, when necesmry, supreme in all military
matters.

At the beginning, recruitment for the army toolt place among the
lower castes or from r’tfgl1an or Turkish meroenaries but, as settled
government spread, a deliberate policy of involving peasants and the
sons of large landowners was begun in order to give to the army a
wider, more ‘national’ basis. Many of the new recruits came from the
Brahmin caste, and in the Bengal Army, in which the mutiny was to take
place, the men were almost entirely high caste.

Apart from the Company's own foroes, there were also bodies of the
royal army, i.e. British troops stationed in India on loan to, and paid
for, by the Company. In tflyy their numbers had been reduced because
of the Crimean war and, at the time of the outbrcalt, there were no
artillery or engineer units and only font regirnents of t;-||,'t,ra]_[-pt and 1;
infantry battalions in India. In May tsyy, on the eve of the Mutiny,
there were about 4o,ooo Europeans of the Company’s and royal armies,
and the immense total of around yoo,ono Indians, an overwhelming
maiority of almost eight to one.

In the spring of tijy, the commander-in-chief Bengal, General
Anson, and the whole of his headquarters stall’were in the hill station of
5im11- Th: E°‘i"=1'""T'E¢fl=1'i1 1115 15¢ tiyil government were in Calcutta,
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INT HDDUCT ION

over r,ooo miles away. Consequently, the governor-general at the tirne
oftheerisiswasu1tofl'fromhismilitaryadyisers.Themjlitaryareaof
the Bengal command, which stretched across the whole of northern
India {see map, page IE] from Calcutta to the Afghan frontier at
Peshawar, was organised in seven divisional eomrnands. as appoint-
ments in the Company’s army went by strict seniority, most of the
generals commanding were fairly old—one, indeed, was oyer yo—and
all, generally speaking, were unfit for active service because of long
service in bad climates. Sorne were men of distinction with recent
eitperience of military action, but General Anson had in fact seen no
fighting sinoe the war against Napoleon nearly yo years before.

The European garrison was rather thinly dispersed across the vast
built of India. As far as the Bengal area was conoemed, most European
troops had been moved into the Punjab which had been conquered
and annexed eight years before, and which had come accompanied by
a troubled frontier with .fl.fgl'lil.[l.i.E‘l'.iI.l1. ht Calcutta there was one infantry
battalion, and another was stationed some aoe miles away at Dinaprnr.
Doe regiment was stationed at lltgra and one at Lucltnow. llltogether,
in an area as large as France and Germany combined, there were only
four battalions and a few batteries ofartillery tomliy manned by Euro-
peans and therefore reliable. The concentration of European troops in
the Punjab, however, made it possible for the authorities there to dis-
arm the sepoy regiments without much fuss and later to supply the
troops and artillery which were to retalte Delhi.

The sepoys, then, oould loolt around them and see very little white
opposition should they choose to rise. The agents of the d.'l5P'055'553'=d-r
who moved among them, were sure to have pointed this out. In Dudh,
seething with discontent after the annexation of 1356, there were no
British troops at all. The odcis were ohaiously on the side of the sepoys.

The affair of the greased oattddges was to have its first effect on the
Igth I'-latitre Infantry at Bethampur on to February 1357. There were
no British troops there and the regiment was marched to Barraeltput
near Calcutta and disbanded, without incident, under the eyes of a Brit-
ish regiment hastily brought from Rangoon. But the fire was to spread.
ind, on 19 March, there was trouble in the 54th I'-iatiae Infantry at
Barraclcpur when a sepoy ran amok, calling upon his cotnracles to ioin
him. Wheat he shot the adjntant and threatened other oflioers, the guard
Itfttsed to disarm him. The sepoy finally attempted to commit suicide
but was revised and later eseeuted. The regiment, however, was not
disbanded until ti May, mainly on the insistenoe of the British offioers

as
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that it was an isolated outhreal-t and that the majority of the men were
not mutinecrs. In fact, neither the civil not the military authorities
believed in the possibility of a real revolt. The hot weather was
approaching, European troops were being moved to the cool hill
stations, oilieers were going on leave. There had been isolated mutioies
before, but ‘jack’ S-cpoy would never openly revolt. Only one or two
o|'-Eeers and administrators Eelt that the situation was grave, and they
were to he proved tragically right. The IIlevil‘s ‘iiiind was soon to blow
through northern India, almost sweeping the British away in its
violence.
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I
Tile Fall of Delhi

The first real outbreak of the lvlutiny toolr. place at lileerut, some so
miles north-east of Delhi, on Sunday to May. lvleerut was the most
important military station in the area and had a European garrison of
considerable sire, consisting of one inEantry and one cavalry regiment,
and some artillery. The native troops were oi" almost equal strength.
Clo the surface, Mcerut seemed the least liltely place in northern India
for a mutiny, or, if one started, for a successful one. Yet both hap-
pened. ln Delhi, the old imperial capital, there was a brigade of three
regiments of native infantry and a light field-battery.

Do 15 April, the native cavalry at Meetut refused to use the greased
cartridges. A native court-martial, convened to try the mutineers,
handed out long sentences of imprisonment. T'hen, on 9 May, the
divisional commander ordered that the convicted men, shacltled with
leg-irons, should be paraded in front of the whole garrison. Eighty-five
shuffled down the lines in the heat of a hot-weather mooring. The next
day, the native regiments hrolte into open revolt at a rumour that the
British troops were coming to attarlt thetn. The jail was broken open
and the prisoners released, bungalows anti oiiices were set on lite,
isolated British ofiiccrs and their families attacked and murdered.

The military commanders, caught oif balance in a situation for which
they had neither precedent nor crpericnoe, hesitated for long enough to
permit the mutioeers to leave the city. bio one estpected that they would
malse for Delhi, a long distance away in the gruelling Indian sun, and
no cavalry was sent to pursue them. By the morning of the nest day,
lvleemt was deserted and silent. The curtain, however. was going up
on the drama at Delhi.

The mptore of Delhi by the mutineers was to have a tremendous
effect on the sepoys. Delhi was the forrner capital of the Ivlughal
emperors and, in the recesses of the palace, the last representative of the
house of Timur still ltept shadowy court, a pensioner of the British.
Inside the palace, too, were those who had waited long for an oppor-
tunity to do something against the British who had usurped the hiughal
power and who, on the death of the present lting, Bahadur Shah, had
said that his heir must renounce the title of lting and leave the palace.
When the sepoys arrived, they were welcomed as iiberators, and all the

at
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rnmanee and glamour ufa onee great natiye dynasty rising again were
grafted on to their simple aims.

There was little or nothing that the few British nflieers and eivilians
in Delhi ouuld do against the three native regiments, the mutineers
from I‘-ieerut, and the retainers of the lting. The arsenal, one of the
largest in India, was inside the eity walls and guarded only by native
troops. The main magazine was some three miles outside the dry,
haying been rnoyed there a few years earlier for added security. That,
ton, was guarded by native infantry. By nightfall of the t rth, the
Europeans in Delhi bad been hunted down. Snrne had escaped, some
were prisoners in the palace, rnany had been killed either by their own
rnen or in the blowing up of the arsenal to prevent it falling into the
hands of the mntineers. The magazine remained intact and was handed
over to the mutineers by its native guard. Three thousand barrels of
powder were saved to sustain the mutineers for three months against
the attaelts of the British.

a
Tbs Read Bash

The news of the mutiny at Delhi reached lltmhala over the telegraph at
three in the afternoon of rt May. An hour later, another telegram
came, and then no more was heard. The telegraph wires did nut gn as
far as Sirnla, where the oonnnander—in-chief and his staii were surn-
fnrtably inunured, and it was not until the Following day that General
Anson reeeiaed copies of the telegrams and sent out his first orders for
trnnps to move in the direction of Delhi.

At .Fi.mbalil-. a force of Europeans was assembled, oonsisting of two
troops of Horse Artillery, Her Majesty's gth Laneers, Her 1"-'laiesty’s
Till‘! FD-st. and the tsr and and Bengal Fusiliers. In the statinn there
‘-We slss the ssh Lishr Cavalry. the -=itl1 Irregular chain, his the in
and 5-nth Bengal Infantry. The commander-in-ehief refused tn disarm
the last two as he was assured of their loyalty by the British regimental
officers. later the doth tnutinied and went to Delhi and the jl'.l'.l had to
be tlisarmed.

‘i-'li"hen slnson arrived in Ambala on 15 May, he found telegrams
urging hlrn—ra_ther oba"iuusly-to retalte Delhi as so-nn as possible.
Unfortunately, it was not eaen possible to get a Euros moving in the
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direction of the eity. The reasons for this lay in the antiquated organiza-
tion of the army. Fissdy, Anson was without an at-seual—the only one
placed to supplyhimwssintitehandsoftbemutineersatflelhi.
Thenearestnowwasawaytothenorthanditwouldtaitetimefor
supplies to be moved. Furthetlnore, he had nothing to carry supplies
anyway,as,aftetthe5ilthwarsomenineyearsbefore,allarmytrans-
port had been disbanded. Civilian contractors bad to be bullied, grain
and meat had to be procured. As for medical services, Anson was with-
out drngs, equipment, or even bmdages. This was not die fault of the
army but of the government, whose policy it was to operate a peace-
time milimry force with the strictest economy. General Anson’s forces
hadfewertbanao rounds ofaromur|.itiouperman,hisartil.le:rybad
none at all, and there were no bulloclss to pull the guns.

Despite this, the first section of troops moved oil’ to Karnaul on ry
Mayandby the 5othallof.Anson’slittle force badarrived there.Dn
the aytb, however, Anson hirnselfdied of cholera after banding over his
command to Sir Henry Barnard, who at least had seen action in the
Crimea. Barnard decided without delay to march on Delhi and to meet
and up with a force from Irleerut under the oommand of Archdale
‘iiiilson.

‘Wilson's forces, two squadrons of earabinecrs, a wing of the tieth
Rifles, two rs-pounders, and some native cavalry, fought two battles
on the goth and grst on the river Hindon, defeating mutineers from
Delhi and capturing live cannon. ‘Wilson then made for Baghpat,
where B-arna.rd's force awaited him.

Home sir miles from Delhi, a body of mutineers was strongly en-
trenched at a place called Badli-he-serai. The mutlneers numbered
about 3o,ooo men and they had yo guns. Against this foroe on E ]une,
Barmrd threw his and Wilson’s men and after a sharp engagement
drove the sepoys from their position. Barnard then advanced to the old
military cantonments outside the city on what was ltnown as the Ridge.
Rather foolishly, the British bumed the native troop-lines as a gesture
of defiance towards the city. They were to regret the shelter the build-
ings would have provided when the grinding sun beat down on them,
as the little force hung on to the Ridge for over three months in the
hottest season of the Indian year. But now the British were jubilant
over the affair at Badli-he-serai. They were on the oflensive, and runny
thought the city would fall in a ruatter of days.

as
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Tris Call)! and ids Ridge

Elated by the ease with which the mutioeers had been driven from their
positions at Badli-Ire-serai, the British now began to setde in along the
Ridge, occupying a number of strong points, at Hindu l'l.ao's house, the
Observatory, an old mosque, and the Flagstaff Tower (see plan,
page 58]. The Ridge itself, ‘fonned ofa bard, compact, serni-crystalline
quartz roclt, disposed in layers, and presenting occasional natural clilih
on the city side’, extended for about two miles at an average of about
so feet above the level of the city. Cine end was three or four miles from
the city and the other about 1,ooo yards from the Kabul Gate, so near
as to invite attacks 'fmm the moment of occupation to the close of the
operations‘. There was little or no soil and what there was was unsuit-
able for the construction of defensive works. Hindu Rao's house was
substantially built and big enough to give shelter to a large number of
rnen. Between the two ertremrs lay the Flagstaff Tower, a double-
storeyed circular building that could be used as an observation post.
Then came a ruined mosque and then the Observatory. The country-
side around was full of houses and walled gardens, rice-fields and
malarial swamps. Beyond Hindu H.-ao‘s house lay a cluster of houses
lying along the Grand Trunlt Road, ltnotvn as Sub:-sitnundi, the Green
Market, which was held by the mutlncers, and then a plain ‘covered
with dense gardens and thiclt groves, houses and walled enclosures’
bordering on the ‘Westem juntna Canal. Further still were three
villages which. being near the walls of the city, acted as cover for
sorties made by the mutioeers. In front of the Ridge, between it and the
city, lay it-ietcalfe House, with extensive gardens, an old surnrner palace.
and a mansion lrnown as Ludlow Castle, the latter two being near to the
Kashmir Gate. The view from the Ridge was ofan area of lush foliage.
but, as one of the British o|'-iicers later recorded, it ‘concealed the move-
Illflfll’ Of DUI enemies who, gut uf [1113 Kashmir ind ]'_,;-|_h|;||;|-|g
Gates, would under oover of trees and walls and houses reach unper-
oeivetl almost the foot of out position’. In the rear, the Bdtish were
fortunate in having a wide drain running from a laltc to the rivet
]umna;_ the drain, because of the heavy rains of the year before, was

wrda water and remained so throughout the siege. Without it, the
Bnosh would have been dependent on bad water from the _Iurnr|a or the

ji-



THE LUNG 'W.|'|.'.lT

bracltishwells ofthe oid cantonn1ent.l'-lot only for thatwas thedrainva1u-
able; it also provided a good defensive line against attaclt from the rear.

The city itselfoflitred a formidable aspect to the tiny force ofbesiegers.
The walls extended for about seven miles, two of which were defended
by the jurnna. The landward walls consisted of a series of masonry
curtains about 24 feet high, ntrrninsting in snrall bastions big enough
toholdbetwoeugand raguns.Inftontofthe|:nwasadryditch :5 feet
wide and re feet The entrances to the city were to gates placed at
iflcgttlar intervals. Elf these, three were nearest to the British. The walls
had been considerably strengthened by British engineers in rsos after
1 siege by the Marathas, and had been ltept in good repair ever since.
Though they would have offered little obstacle to a siege-train of heavy
artillery, they seemed powerful and threatening to Barn.ard's little army.
Inside the city were an unknown number of mutioeers, apart from the
iting*s body-guard and a large number of polite. They had plenty of
guns and arnmunition. The British force was made up of about do-o
cavalry, a,goo infantry, at field-guns, and a light siege-train.

4
The Lang I17sit

The problem Facing Barnard was whether, with inadequate numbers, he
should attempt to capture the city—whethcr he should nralte, in fact, a
dangerous gamble against unitnown odds. Barnard was under great
pressure, both from among his own troops—inflamed by stories of
massacres throughout northern [odia—ar|d from the government at
Calcutta. A plan was drawn up for an assault on the city. But what if it
should fail? The British position was too precarious to allow for it.
Nevertheless, Barnard gave the order for an attack to talte place on 1;
June. Uttfortunately, the quality ofhis staii oiiicers was, to say the least,
low, and the commander ofthe picquets and outposts, Brigadier Graves,
was not briefed on the general's plans.

To mount an assault, it was necessary to concentrate men Eton: the
outlying posts, and, on the rnorn.ing of the Ijth, Graves was given a
verbal order to this ciiiect. Hot knowing why the order had been given,
Graves declined to act without more precise instructions and rode in
to headquarters to find out what was going on. By the tirne he arrived,
it was already too late to carry out a surprise attaelt. lifter a great deal
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of argument, some of it highly insubordinate, the assault was aban-
donerl.

Barnard, however, still clung to the hope that the assault might yet
take place, though he was very conscious of the effects of failure. ' The
place is so strong’, he wrote to the gnvemor-general, Lord Canning, on
:3 June, ‘and my means so inadequate, that assault or regular approach
were equally d.iFl'icult—l may say impossible; and I have nothing left
but to place all on the hazard of a die and attempt a mag)-do-main,
which I purpose to do. If successful, all will be well. But reverse will
be fatal, for I can have no reserve on which to retire. But, assuredly,
you all greatly under-estimated the cliiliculties of Delhi. They have
a4-pounders on every gate and flank bastion; and their practice is
ercellcnt—bests ours live to one. We have got sis". heavy guns in posi-
tion, but do not silence theirs, and I really see nothing for it but a
determined rush; and this, please God, you will hear of as successful.’

A revised plan was drawn up and, on is june, the scheme was eon-
sidered by a council ofwar. All the senior military oiiicers, though their
experience was hardly of a sort to provoke confidence in their opinions,
were against the prefect. The question of a direct assault, without
adequate reinforcements and a strong surety of success, was put aside.

Whether an attack could have been successful formed the basis for
much argument for many years after the end of the Mutiny. Cine thing,
however, was certa.in. The opportunity to rapture Delhi by a mqb-as
stein was gone. lmrnense reinforcements flooded into the city. Brigades
of cavalry and infantry, hands playing the well-known English march-
ing tunes at their head, their regimental colours flying, could be seen

lghe Ridge as they marched in to swell the numbers opposing the
HUS .
On the Ridge itself, no one seemed in command. There was no

organization, no proper systetn of guard and relief. If one picquet was
attacked, the whole force stood to, whether it was necessary or not.
lfan attack was hunched, no one was detailed to command it.

The mutioeers made frequent sallies against the British posts, every
new reinforcement feeling itself obliged to show its mettle. Hindu Rao's
house was attacked on tr, 13, and Ij jurtc. El-n the ryth, the British
sallied out to destroy a battery of artillery which threatened the Ridge.
Clo the a3,rd—-the centenary of Clive’s victory at Plassey, and the day
on which it had been forecast that British rule would be overthrown-
il llrge body ofmutioeers attacked several posts on the Ridge, only to
be thrown back in disorder.

51



PREPARATIONS IN THE PUNJAB

Reinforcements for the British were also coming in, though slowly.
The most important, perhaps, was the arrival of two oflicers, hleville
Chamberlain and Baird Smith. The first took up the post of adjutant—
general, which at that time corresponded with the modern chief of
staff. Baird Smith, an engineer, brought with him a labour corps which
he had raised. At the end of june, there were further drafts ofinfantry
and artillery, but there were still insuliicient for a direct attack upon the
city.

Casualties, in so small a force, were high. There was also cholera in
the British camp. On 5 _]uly, Barnard died of that dreaded disease and
General Reed took command, though he too collapsed within a fort-
night of talting over. Chamberlain, who was really in command under
the nominal leadership of Reed, was wounded on Ir]. July and ceased
to play an active part in the operations. Reed was succeeded by .fi.rch-
tlale Wilson though, in fhct, he was not the senior officer in the camp.

'Wilson‘s personality and his actionmr rather, his lack of them—
were strongly criticised by historians of the hiutiny. Much was against
him. He was over tie, with some so years of service in the East, and his
intelligence and knowledge of war were not particularly high. Never-
theless, he was not without organizational experience and the elfect of
his appointment was immediately noticeable. The force on the Ridge
began to behave like an army.

But it was an army sut'feri.ng badly and achieving nothing. It was
wasting away from disease and the attacks of the mutioeers. In one
week in ]uly, ay oflicers and 4oo men were killed or wounded. Though
the force had increased to Ii,iioo at the beginning of the month, the
drain was too heavy. But where could reinforcements he found? fis
other parts of the north fell to the mutioeers, there was no other source
but the Punjab.

5
Preparations in Ill: Prefab

The situation in the Punjab-—the Land of the Five Rivers—was fraught
with danger. Duly nine yea.rs before, the country had finally been
anoexedfromthefiikhs whohadruiedit.Theareacovered bythe
Punjab included the North-west Frontier with all its tribal troubles,
and, over the border, Afghanistan.
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As soon as the news arrived from Delhi, the adrninistcation under‘
john Lawrence toolt action. The military was alerted and one of the
first steps was the fonnation, under Neville Cliamherlain, of a. ‘movable
column’, lightly equipped, and ready to move widr speed against any
area of disalleccion. Swift action was talten at Lahore, the capim], to
disarm sepnv regiments. At Peshawar on the frontier, the disarming of
the regiments had a profound eiloct on the local leaders. ‘As we 1'0-do
to the disarming‘, wrote Herbert Edwardes, ‘a very few chiefs and
jteomen of the country attended us, and I remember judging Ernm their
Faces that they came to see which way the tide would turn. ills we rode
baclt, Friends were as thielt as summer fires.’

It was not all smooth running. At Ludhiana, th-e local hrsigadiet was
indecisive and the town was hurnt and looted by the mutioeers. But,
genetallv speaking, the situation in the Punjab was under cont-rol and
the administration could set about the taslt of reinforcing the liffle
garrison on the Ridge at Dellti.

The first step was to send the movable oolumn, now commanded
by ]ohn Nicholson sinoe Chamberlain had been appointed adjuta.nt-
general, to the aid of the Delhi Field Force. The second was to prepare
a siege-train. ‘Plans were made for Nicholson to arrive at Delhi by Ij
-Fiugust, accompanied by the movable column and other troops num-
bering altogether 4,aoo men. Nicholson, however, while on the way
with his men, received a letter from Jltrchdale ‘Wilson telling him that
his communications were threatened to the rear, and would Nicholson
push on with all possible speed ‘both to drive these fellows [the enemy]
From our rear and to aid me in holding my position’. Nichoison‘s reply
was to leave the oolumn and go on ahead of it to Delhi.

6
The Battle llf Nsjrgfgarh

When Nicholson arrived at Delhi, everyone expected the situation to
talte a turn for the better. His reputation, built up from his exploits in
the Punjab with the movable column, had inflamed evetvone's imagina-
tion—e:tcept that of his seniors. ‘Nicholson’, wrote one ofhcer, ‘has
comeonahearlandisahostin hirnselfifhe does notgoandgetlrnncltod
over as Chamberlain did. The camp is all alive at the notion ofsomething
decisive taking place soon.‘
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‘liery few people in the camp knew Nicholson personally, but he was
soon seen moving about, ‘visiting all our piquets, examining every-
thing, and making most inquiries about their strength and
history‘, as one oflicer noted in his diary. The sarne otiicer described
the commander of the movable column: ‘He was a man cast in a giant
mould, with massive chest and powerful limbs, and an expression
ardent and commanding, with a dash of roughness; features of stern
beauty, a long black beard, and deep sonorous voice. There was some
thing of immense strength, talent, and resolution in his whole frame
and manner, and a power of ruling men on high occasions which no
one oould escape noticing.‘ There seemed to be a grave sense of pur-
pose about him, which was really shyness, and his presence at the head-
quarters mess actcd as rather ‘a damper on the gaiety of some who sat
around him‘.

Nicholson was amtious to get his column into action and received
permission from Wilson to use it to clear a battery which the mutineers
had erected at Ludlow Castle and which was shelling the post at Met-
ealfc House. On the morning of tr August, Nicholson rejoined his
troops at ilhai, a short distance from Delhi, and greeted his men by
telling them that General Wilson had promised the column a little job
by way of getting their hands in. The ‘little job‘, however, had already
been done in the early hours of that very moming, and the gtms had
been captured; the cost had been high, with in killed and 94 wounded.
including Brigadier Showers.

Cln the r gth, the movable column had arrived at Alipur within sight
of the Flagstali Tower. The air was filled with the noise of cannon and
hot, foetid smells of the carnp on the Ridge. The seven miles of road
that led to Delhi were surrounded by devastation. Trees had been cut
to supply fuel and a.ll the leaves had been stripped to feed the camels of
the supply-trains. Early on the Ir|.tb, the column marched into cam]!-
their numbers nearly doubling the force on lil'I.C Ridge.

The numbers ofmutioeers inside the city had grown larger, too, and
when they heard of the imminent arrival of a heavy siege-train, a large
force sallied out to intercept it. Here was Nicholson's opportunity. In
the early moming of the a yth of August, in torrential rain, a column of
1,joo men and in guns marched our to do batde.

The rrtarch was difiicult. The roads, such as they were, had become
quagmire: and for the first nine miles the oolumn had to make its way
through two swamps, in which the guns were perpetually sinking.
Hut Nicholson was deterrnined to engage the enemy ‘if Ptlfiillili b5"-ill!“
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night’. With the troops was the former magistrate of Delhi, Sir ‘Theo-
philus hletcalfe who, ltnowing the countryside, had volunteered to act
as guide. During a halt at the village ofNartglui, Metcalfe rode on ahead
and found enemy outposts some five miles on.

By 5 p.m. the column had crossed a deep stream and was preparing
to face the enemy. ‘While they were crossing, 1'"-licholson was out
teconnoitring. The enetny’s line, he found, extended for about two
miles from the town of l"'-lajafgath to a bridge over a canal. ‘Their
strongest point’, wrote Nicholson in his report, ‘was an old serai
[travellers’ resting place] on their left centre, in which they had four
guns; nine more guns were between this and the bridge.’ l'~licholson's
plan was ‘to force the left centre, and then changing front to the left,
sweep down their line of guns towards the bridge’.

The column form-ed for this attaclr. The two European regiments,
the first Queen’s and the rst Bengal Fusiliers, with Green‘s Punjab
Infantry would attaclt the serai, leaving too men from each to act as
rearguard and reserve. Four guns were to cover the force’s right and
ten the left, while the 9th Lancers and the Guides‘ Cavalry would
support the line. The and Punjab Cavalry and Lind's Multani Horse,
with two guns, remained behind to guard stores and ammunition.

The mutioeers‘ artillery was already shelling the attacking force and
the infantry lay down in the tnud to allow their own guns to answer.
50¢Jn the hugles sounded the advance and, with Nicholson at their
head, the infantry swept across the roe yards of mud that separated
them fromtheenemy. Inafewminutestheseraiwascaptured andthe
iflfilntry formed up to the left and drove the mutioeers into a swift
retreat across the bridge, captttring all their gum,
, Mot-while. the Punjabis his driven the mutioeers out of Hajafgarh
"9-Elf, but in attacking another body of rnutineers they came up against
stifi‘ opposition. Their commander was ltilled as well as many of his
men, and the first had to go to their assistance before the rnutineers
could be routed. But for this, the battle had been almost bloodless-
DFH dlfllmil '5¢1'1'ii-ins hlicltolson had defeatedin little over an hour some
5=°'°° '5" '5:“°° ='1'~"i'i1'=-==Iii had flsptured all their guns and stores, and
had killed Boo. British losses were two ollicers and :5 tnen killed and
two oflicers and El men wounded,

ThF1"= ‘#15. l1fl‘Ii'="F=1'. no comfort for the victors apart from the
h1PP“1'-'-'1" Bf $"°='=55- T1“ ffiffii without food or shelter, was compelled
In bhfluic E“! til: '1lEl“- F5111‘-lflllfllf. the rtight was warm and next daylhflifllflmflfflflflfldflptflflufghthg I3 mflggbgcktgnglhi
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On the Ridge, there was great rejoicing at the first victory since
Badli-lte-serai. But Najafgarh was really only half a success for, at a
village only a few miles away, another brigade of mutincers was waiting.
Nicholson, when he learned of this too late to do anything about it,
complained bitterly. ‘Had I had a decent political ofhcer with me’, he
wrote to john Lawrence, ‘to get me a little information, I might have
smashed the Bareilly brigade at Palam the neat day. As it was, I had no
irtformation, not even rt that I did not pick up for myself on the
road.’ Nevertheless, the mutioeers were quiet, shocked by their defeat.

Inside the city, according to the spy system that William Hodson
had organised, there was great fear and ansiery, and feelers were being
put our for a truce. D-rt yo rlingust, Hodson records that a messenger
came in from Delhi ‘with much assurances and great promises; but he
was sent baclt rather hurnbler than he came, for he fancied he should
ntalte terms and could not get a single promise ofeven hue life for any
one, from the king downwards‘.

As September came in, Hodson speaks of everything as ‘stagnant,
save the l'|and of the destroying angel of sickness. We have at this
moment a,5cc in hospital, of whom t,too are Europeans.‘ But the
siege-train was nearing Delhi and the air was alive with expectation.

7
Brssnsisg the l-Veils

On 4 September in the early morning, the siege-train arrived. The great
guns drawn by elephants were accompanied by a vast number of carts
carrying suflicient ammunition ‘to grind Delhi to powder‘. The prob-
lem now was to plan its use. Inside the city, it was believed that there
were over 4.o,ooc rnutinecrs and no pieces of field artillery, with plenty
ofammunition for them and for the 1 14 gims which were mounted on
the walls. Wilson was unwilling to hazard an attaclr against such odds.
Ch: so August, ‘Wilson had written his opinion in a letter intended for
the governor-general. Even with the arrival of the siege-train, he felt
that he could not ‘hold out any hope of being able to take the place’
without a larger force. Before sending the letter, Wilson submitted a
draft to Baird Smith for his comments. Smith's reply was sin1ple——ti-la‘-1
the risk now—and he supported his statement with telling arguments.
Wilson, reluctantly, accepted them, and placed the whole responsibility
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for their success or failure on Baird Smith. ‘It is evident to me’, he
pertcilled on Baird Smith's memorandum, ‘that the results of the pro—
posed operations will be thrown on the haaard cfa die; but under the
circumstancetinwhicbIamplaced,Iamwillingtotrythishasard—
the more so as I cannot suggest any other plan to meet our diliiculties.
I cannot, however, help being of the opinion that the chances of success
under such heavy fire as the worlting parties will he esposcd to, are
anything but favourable. I yield, however, to the judgement of the
chief engineer.‘

In fact, Wilson's agreernertr came just in time. Some of the younger
and more dynamic oliicers were planning to have him superseded.
Frederick Roberts, later Lord Roberts, records in his memoirs a council
of war being called to det':idc definitely whether the assault should talte
place or not. I"-licholson ‘had been talking to me in confidential terms of
personal matters, and ended by telling me of his intention to talte a very
‘unusual step should the council fail to arrive at any fiacd determination
regarding the assault. "Delhi must be talrcn", he said, " and it is
absolutely essential that this should be done at once; and if Wilson
hesitates longer I intend to propose at today's meeting that he should
be superseded." I was greatly startled, and ventured to remarlt that, as
Chamberlain was burr alt rumba! from his wound, Wilson's removal
would leave him, hlicltolson, senior offtcer with the force. He smiled
as he answered: “I have not overloclted that fart. I shall nralte it per-
fectly clear that, under the circumstances, I could not possibly accept
the command myself, and I shall propose that it be given to Campbell,
of the yand; I am prepared to serve under him for the time being, so no
one can ever accuse me of being influenced by personal motives.’"
Fortunately, such strong action was unnecessary.

The plan drawn up by Baird Smith and another engineer ofi-lcer,
rilesartder Taylor, was for the breaching of the city walls with batteries
ofartillery and the laying of mines. The section chosen was that nearest
to Metcalfe House, because this was the only part of the walls directly
opposite the camp, and the gardens supplied some cover for the
engineers. Siege rnaterials—gahions, fascines and scaling-ladders—had
already been prepared, and all that now remained was to site the bat-
teries of sicge—g1.1ns.

The first heavy battery was brought up on the evening of y Septem-
ber. All through the night, camels and bullocl-ts carrying stores, then
lleayy guns each drawn by so bulloclrs, made a tremendous noise. For
a time, the guns on the lvlori Bastion poured well-placed grapeshot
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into the working party, but the fire soon subsided and by morning the
battery was in position ; by the time the sun rose on the Bth, howeyer, it
had not been possible to fix the platforms on which the guns were to
be mounted. For a while, it seemed that General ‘Wilson might order
the withdrawal of the guns. ‘When Nicholson heard this, he was quite
prepared-—-as he said in a letter to john Lawrenee—-‘to appeal to the
army to set him [‘Wilson] aside and elect a successor’. But the order was
not given and, under fire from the city, the platforms were freed. The
battery, known as No. I, was about yon yards from the hiori Bastion,
about halilway between Hindu Rao’s house and the eity. It was diyid-ed
into two parts, one of five heavy guns and a howitser designed to
destroy the hiori Bastion, and a second, of four guns, to hold the
enemy's fire from the Kashmir bastion. By the afternoon of the flth,
despite attacks and heavy Ere from the walls, Ho. I battery had demo-
lished the Mori Bastion.

The British now prepared to site No. 1 battery. First they occupied
Ludlow Castle and the iiudsia Hagh, then the guns were moved up to
hatter the Knsltniir bastion and make a breach in the curtain between
it and the ‘Water Bastion. By E a.n'|. on the nth, this battery too was
hammering at the walls. Under ooaer of fire from No. a, the
and sappers pressed forward with No. 5. This was sited behind one of
the buildings of the old Custom House, about 16-o yards from the
Water Bastion. A mortar battery was also sited in the Kudsia Bagh.
The work was carried out under heavy fire and mainly by Indian
pioneers. Many were killed but the work was barely interrupted. ‘As
man after man was knocked over’, wrote the oomrnander of Ho. 5
battery, ‘they would stop a moment, weep a little over a [alien friend,
pop his body in a row along with the rest, and then work on as before.’
Soon, the guns were firing and, to the watchers on the Ridge, the walls
of Delhi like some Indian ]erieho appeared to tumhle down.

Cln 1; September, arrangements were made to carry the assault
through the breaches in the wall and into the city. A recon-
naissance on the night of the 15th showed that the breathes were large
enough. Drtlers were issued for the assault to nestt morning.
Fiye columns--yery weak in numbers, as casualties had been high
during the siting of the batteries—were to rnalte the assault. hiost of
the men who were not siolt had been on duty continuously for nearly a
week. The first three columns, under I'~lieholson’s command, were to
take the Water Bastion and the Kashmir Gate; the fourth, under Major
Reid, was to rapture the suburb of Kisiwnguni, thus covering the right
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of Nicholson's force, and then to enter by the Kabul Gate when it was
openedforthembyI"~lieholson;thefifthoolutnnwas torernain in
rcsertrenearLudlowCastle. Theeampuntheltidgewastobecuyeretl
by the cavalry brigade which could be called up should it be necessary.

The following was the composition of the fiye columns:
tst column: Brigadier-General Nicholson

Ttth Foot you
tst Bengal Fusiliers ago
and Punjab Infantry ago

-ii

1,ooo
and column: Brigadier Jones

lith Foot ryu
and Bengal Fusiliers rto
4th Silrhs yyo

Bio

5rd column: Colonel Campbell
jrnd Foot zoo
I-iunraun Battalion ate
tst Punjab Infantry you

ill“

Sirmur Battalion syn with 1,ooo men of
Guides’ In.fa.ntry Kashmir Contingent
Collected plquets in reserve

ssh oolumn: Brigadier Lungtield
first Foot -‘-tfl
nth Punjab Infantry 41“
Baluch Battalion you

1,ooo

4th column: Major Reid

Each column included a detachment of artillerymen to operate cap-
tured guns, and a party of engineer uflicers.

During the night, preparations went on unceasingly. Clue uflicer,
Richard B-arter, recorded in his diary:

In the evening the order was published for the stortniug of Delhi a little
before daybreak the next morning, 5e'PlI¢1'l'llfl¢l' 14- if-"1 IF": “Eh Ur I“
looked carefully to the reloading ofour pistols, filling of flasks, and get-
ing as go-odprotectiun asp-ossible forour heads, which would be exposed
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so much going up the ladders. I wound two puggris or turban: round
my old forage cap, with the last letter from the hills in the top, and
committed myselfro the care of Providence. There was not much sleep
that night in out camp. I dropped oli now and then, but never for long,
and whenever I woke I oould see that there was a lightin more than one
of the ofl-icers‘ tents, and tallring was going on in a low tone amongst the
men, the snapping ufa lock or springing ufa ramrod sounding far in the
still air, telling of preparation for the coming stcife. A little after mid-
night, we fell in as quietly as possible, and by the light of a lantern the
orders for the assault were then read to the men. They were to the fol-
lowing purport: Any offroer or man who might be wounded was to be
leftwberehe fell; noonewastostep from therartlts tohelp bim,as there
were no men to spare. If the assault were successful he would be taken
away in the doolies, or litters, and carried to the rear, or wherever he
could best receive medical assistanoe. If we failed, wounded and sound
should be prepared to beat the worst. There was to be no plundering,
but all prise taken was to be put into a common stock for Eair division
after all was over. l‘-in prisoners were to be made, as we had no one to
guard them, and care was to be taken that no women or children were
injured. To this the men answered at once, by "I"-lo fear, sir". ‘The
uliioers now pledged their honours on their swords to abide by these
orders and the men then promised to follow their example. ht this
moment, just as the regiment was about to march off, Father Bertrand
came up in his vestrnents, and, addressing the Colonel, begged for per-
mission to bless the regiment, saying: ""i'iie may diifer some of us in
matters of religion, but the blessing of an old man and a clergyman can
do nothing but good". The Colonel at onoe assented, and Father
Bertrand, lifting his hands to I-leaven, blessed the regiment in a most
impressive manner, offering at the same time a prayer for our success
and for mercy on the souls of those soon to die.

At three o’clock on the morning of rs. September, some 5,ooo men
waited between the Ridge and Ludlow Castle for the order to advance.

B

Stunning the City
The general plan of attack was firstly, with the aid of scaling-ladders,
to ero-ss the ditch in front of the walls and then to talte possession of
defensible positions at dre wall itself. This achieved, the neat stage was
to be left to the commanders themselves to decide, whether ‘depen-
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dent upon the circurrtstances of the moment and the resistance of force‘
the colurnn should penetrate into the narrow streets of the city itself
and make for the lcing‘s palace. It was thought that the mutineers
would probably break and flee the city. As hlicholson had put it,
‘Don't press the enemy too hard. Let them have a golden bridge to
retire by.‘

The morning of the r:|.th was fine. As the columns took up their
positions, the siege-guns were still banering the walls. Clo the left of
the Kudsia Bagh was hlicholson‘s column; nert to it, that com-
manded by Brigaclier Jones. As the mutioeers had repaired some of the
gaps in the walls during the night, the guns were still shelling them.
This delayed the advance, and the sun was high before the order came
to move.

Nicltolson, after consulting Jones, gave the signal -and, with himself
leading, the tioth Rifles swept forward to the glacis and the three
columns moved out of the Kudsia Bagh. The men carrying the 5'E1liI1g-
ladders rushed forward dtrough a tremendous fire from the defenders.
‘Man after mu was struck down and the enemy, with yells and oltsvt.
ltcpt up a terrific tire, even catching up stones from the breach in their
fury and, dashing them down, dared the assaulters to come on.’ Come
on they did. Soon the breach in the Kashmir curtain was taken.

ltieanwlrile, the second column advanced towards the breach in the
Water Bastion and rook it. The mutineers now retired, and the two
columns began to pour into the space between the Kashmir Gate and
the church (see plan, page 3,3). As the eolunms advanced towards the
breaches, an ctrplosives party consisting of two lieuteoatttfit Hiff and
Snlkcld, with British and Indian sappers carrying gunpowder and sand-
bags, made for the breach leading to tbeKashmir C‘-ate. With them was a
hugler to sound the ‘advance’ as soon as the gate had been blown in.
llnderhcavyfiretlrepartynranagedtoplacethcchargcagainstthe
gate and set the fuse. ‘With a shattering roar, the massive gate was
blown. Hare ordered the buglcr to sound the ‘advance’ but, in the din
Bf the assault, it was not heard. hlevertlteless, the commander Hf ll'l=
tend Foot, Colonel Campbell, heard the erplosion atrd pressed on to
the gate and through it to join men of the first colutrrn who time
scrambling over the bastion. ‘The sight at this moment‘, wrote an
eye-wimess, ‘was beautiful. We mold see the two oolurons . . . like =1
swarm of bees . . . then like hounds topping the fence into gorse cover
they disappeared into tl'rc town.‘

The plan was now for Nos r and r columns to turn fight, move along
4!
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to the Kabul Gate, where the fourth column was supposed to be wait-
ing for admittance, and then to attacit the heavily fortified Burn
Bastion. Ho. 5 was to rnalte for the _]arna Masjid.

Unfortunately, I‘-lo. 4 column was not doing so well. Reid's column
had been delayed in starting because the four guns that were to support
it did not arrive on time and, when finally they came up, it was found
that there were only suiiicient gunners to man one gun. The signal for
Reid’s advance was to be the blowing of the Kashmir Gate, but before
this took place an outlying part ofReid's reserve force, which had been
sent to create a diversion, came in contact with the enemy. Reid there~
fore decided to move, without his guns and half an hour is unseen of
the other columns. He soon discovered that the mutioeers had reoccu-
pietl defensive positions in front of I’-'l'.isl1angunj. ‘Without guns, Reid
was in a diflictilt position. ill'itl1 grapeshot, he oould have cleared his
way, but without it his little force was faced by some r;,ooo well-
trained men. His own regular troops were good, but be had with him
the untrained Kashmir Contingent.

As Reid was preparing to launch an attack, he was severely wounded
in the head by a musltet~b-all, and there was some confusion as to who
should succeed him in command. Captain Rieltard Lawrence, in charge
of the l‘~":.H5iI‘iI'l'.i.'iI Contingent, was senior but was thought of as a political
officer and not a military one. Captain Muter of the Goth Rifles there-
fore assumed command. Both officers issued conflicting orders. Law-
rence began to retire on Hindu Ran‘: house as the force was still with-
out artillery and he felt himself threatened. Mute: also fell back. The
part of the hlashrnir Contingent which had been first in action hrolte
under enemy pressure and retired in considerable disorder and with the
lossoffourguns.lnthechaos,its-eenmdpossihleforatimethatthe
enemy might even brealt into the camp on the Ridge or move against
the fllnlt of the columns storming thewails. Fortunately, the batteries
at Hindu F.ao’s house, by hurling shrapnel at the advancing mutioeers,
managed to hold Ih»en'| tltlif tltltil the cayalry brigade, onmmgnded by
Hope Grant—whieh had been covering the oolurnns—eanse
up. Grant t:nu?erl up horse artillery and some 4oo troupe on tn the
broken ground between the hiori Erasti-on and For two
hourstheytenninedunderheastyiireuntiltheeavalrywasreinforoed
bT‘mP¢l"£'n"'Y-imlflfltltenewscanmthattheassaulfingcolumnshad
ettabllshetlpositionsinsidethecity,thetava1rywithdrewtoLodlow
C.'astle.Casualtiesweteheay'ybutthefourthoolumnhadheenpto-
tectediuitsretirementaudannttaeirupontheearnphadbeenprcveeted.
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STDRMING TI-IE CITY

‘When No. r column reached the Kabul Gate, the capccted reinforce-
ment from Reid was, of course, not there. Brigadier Jones therefore
moved on round the walls and his advance guard actually reached the
Burn Bastion where, however, they were driven back. The failure of
No. 4 column had released many of the enemy, who had returned to the
city, and Jones found bi.rnself under heavy lire from the houses near
the walls. Nicholson, after ordering Colonel Campbell to move on the
]ama it-iasiid, reformed No. I column at the Kabul Gate. Despite the
retreat of Reid's column and the increased fire from the enemy,
Nicholson was determined to push on and capture the Lahore Gate.
This gate was commanded by a bastion about two-thirds of the way
between it and the Kabul Gate. But to reach the bastion, it was neces-
sary to go through very narrow lanes esposcd to heavy i-ire from the
houses.

Those with Nicholson pressed him to establish his position and wait
for fittthet information before attempting to run the gauntlet of enemy
fire. Nicholson, however, was determined to push on in order to re-
establish the initiative lost by the failure of the fourth column. Beyond
the Kabul Gate ran a lane about to feet wide which sltirtcd the walls
leading up to the Burn Bastion. The left side, as it faced the column,
was lined by houses with fiat roofs and parapcts. Dn tlte right side,
protecting buttresses reduced the width at these points to about three
feet. The houses were strongly held by the mutinecrs and about 1t'i-o
yards from the entrance was a brass cannon and, too yards behind it,
another. Behind these again, was the wall of the bastion protecting
the Lahore Gate, and on this were mounted several heavy guns.

It was into this that Nicholson decided to penetrate against all the
advice to the contrary.

The first attempt was thrown back by the fire of grapeshot, musket-
bflls and showers of stones. The men—of the 1st Fusiliets—reformed
and again artaclrcd, this time capturing the first gun, and made for the
second. Again they were forced to withdraw. This time, Nicholson
bimselfrushed forward. In a moment he was shot down. Finally, it was
decided to retire—after the deaths of eight officers and yo men.
Nieholson—still a1ivc—-was removed to his tent in the camp. He died
eight days later.

Meanwhile, Colonel Campbell had made his way down the Chandni
Chowlr to the jarna Masiid. There he found the great mosque sand-
bagged and its gates and arches bricited up. ‘Without artillery or gun-
powder he could do nothing. lifter half an hour under heavy fire, he
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retired to a large enclosure known as the Begum Bagh where he waited
for assista.noe from the other column. But Nicholson's failure to talre
the lane leading to the top end of the Ehandni Chow]: had left Campbell
in an unsupported position in advance of the other columns and with-
out communication with them. -Campbell held the Begum Bagh for an
hour and a half before he heard that the first and second columns had
been unable to advance beyond the Kabul Gate, He then fell baclt on
the churdt, occupied 5lrinner’s house and posted men at the ends of
the two streets leading into the heart of the city from the open space
round the church.

The situation of the British on the night of the tsth was not altogether
comfortable. Losses had been heayy—fi=I5 olfiocrs and r,ro4 men killed
and wounded-and though they were inside the city they were, be-
cause of the repulse of hlo. 4 column, still threatened on their flanlt. It
was decided that the best plan was to fortify the adyanoed positions
and throw out piquets to maintain oommunications between the
columns.

General ‘Wilson, the nominal commander of the attack, now estab-
lished his headquarters in the church. Hearing the had news of heavy
casualties, the repulse of No. 4 oolumn, and the mortal wounding of
Nicholson, and that the assaulting foroe was apparently lost in the
mane of the city, ‘Wilson almost gaye the order for witbdrawaL But he
was surrounded by men less easily depressed, and under their pressure
--and particularly that of Baird Smith—he, ‘fairly brolurn down by
fatigue and anxiety‘, decided to hold on to what had h-een gained and to
prepare for an adyanoe.

9
Tbs Capture sf Dsldi

The night of ts September was quiet except for the search for lo-ot
which spread into the nest day. Close to the Kashnairfiate was that part
of the city occupied by merchants of European liquor. Most historians
of the Mutiny have stated that the tnutineers deliberately left large
quantities of liquor in open view in order to deruoralise the British
soldier, who was well ltnown as lilting, and oyer-lilting, his drink. fine
historian, ‘W. Kaye, wrote ‘A blaclt or a green bottle filled with beet
or wine or brandy was more precious [to the soldiers] than a tiara of
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diamonds. The enemy knew this too well; and with the subtlety of their
race had purposely left the immense supplies of intosieatiug liquor
stored in the city, open to the hand of the spoiler.‘ The liquor was, in
fact, stored in cellars which were hrolten into by the soldiers in starch
of plunder. If the nrutineers bad been subtle enough to thinlt of such
a piece of sabotage, they should have been clever enough to have talten
advantage of it-for the assaulting force spent two days in an orgy and
were, as Hodson recorded, 'demoralised by hard work and hard drink’.
But the enctny left them alone. Rather late, Wilson ordered the liquor
stores to be destroyed, an order regretted by at least one ofiicer present.
‘It was deplorable to see hundreds of bottles of wineand brandy, which
were sadly needed for our sielt, shattered, and theircontents sinlting into
the ground. Wine which had fallen to threepenee a horde soon rose again
to sir shillings.‘

The morning of 16 September brought litde comfort to the still
depressed and ansious Wilson. The mutioeers evacuated the suburb of
F-Lishangunj, and a breach had been made in the walls of the magazine.
The plane was soon captured; inside were ryt guns and howitrers and
a large quantity of ammunition. But this did not revive Wilson’s
spirits. ‘We tool: possession of the magazine this morning’, be wrote
on the afternoon of the ttith, ‘ with the loss of only three men wounded.
This advances us a little but it is dreadfully slow worlr. Our foroe is too
weal: for this street fighting, when we have to our way inch by
inch; and of the force we have, uuforttmately, there is a large Pflltl-DH1
besides the jamrnu [l'~’.'.ashn'tir] troops, in whom I place no oonlidenoe
. . . I find myself getting weaker and weaker every day, mind and body
quite worn out. The least esertion knocks me down. I walk with difE-
Clllty, and fully espect in a day or two to be laid altogether on my bed.
. . . We have a long and hard struggle still before us; and lhope I may
be abie to see it out.’

The advance through the narrow streets was very costly, each house
having to be cleared of tnutineers. But soon the houses were evacuated
and movement was fairly easy. Artillery was now beginning to shill
the palace itself. The mutioeers’ resistance was continuous,tbough many
hid fled the eity. But the lititish troops were still reeling from the-ll‘
ripe of the liquor shops and many refused to follow their officers. On
thetlth,a.nattaelr ontl1eLahoreG-atewasrcpulsedhecausethemen
refused to fight.

fin the tgth, however, the Bum Bastion fell, and this was the begin-
Iliflg of the end. Early the following moming, _]ones captured the
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Lahore Gate and then divided his force in two, sending one detach-
ment under Major Btiud up the Chandni Clrowlt to the jama Masiid
and taking the other himself towards the Ajmir Gate. Brind"s detach-
ment toolt the mosque without much difliculty, and ]ones also reached
his objective. lirind, on capturing the _]'s.ttta hfasjid, sent General
Wilson a note urging him to attack the palace immediately. The order
wasgivenand, oneofrhegateshavinghecnhlownin,thepolacewas
occupied. The old king and his followers had evacuated the place on the
tttth, and all that was found were vast quantities of carriages, palac-
quins, cannon, and plunder brought in by the mutineers. General
Wilson now moved his headquarters into the palace. It was a sorry sight
that Wilson saw from the ramparts. ‘ The demon ofdestruction‘, wrote
one of his staff, ‘seemed to have enjoyed a perfect revel. The houses
in the neighbourhood of the ltfori and lslashntir Bastions were a mass of
ruins, the walls near the breaches were cracked in every direction,
while the church was completely riddled by shot and shell. . . . In the
Water Bastion the destruction was still more striking. Huge siege-guns,
with their carriages, lay about seemingly lilte playthings in a child's
nursery.‘

With the capture of the palace, the jama Masjid, and the S-elimgath
Fort by the bridge of boats {see plan, page 53], the city was virtually in
the hands of the British. The situation, however, was still dangerous.
Many thousands of mutineers lurlted around the city and gangs of
sepoys still remained concealed in the narrow lanes and twisting streets.
But on the arst, a salute of guns was fired to announce the formal
capture ofthe city.

ID

T/is Afi‘rnrra.ni.' Agra
.Ftstbesalvorangoutf1-omrherantpartsofthepalace,atragedywas
playing itself out at the tomb of Humayun, some ti; miles f-‘mm Delhi,
Theold lting andhisfollowershadtalrenupresidencethercafterthey
evacuated the On the roth, refusing to accompany the rebel
conmrander-in-chief, Baltht Khan, and his tnen, the icing surrendered
to William Hodson on a promise that his life would be spared. The
lclng, with his favourite wife and sort, was bmught to a house in the
Chandni Chowlt. Roberts described hitn as looltirtg ‘most wretched‘.
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D11 the asst of the month, Hodson once again returned to Humajrutfs
tomb, having heard that three of the prinoes—whom evcrvone believed
had been directly involved in the murder of the English in Delhi——
were hiding there. The princes, hoping for the same clemency as had
been shown to the lting, attempted to errtort a promise from Hodson
which he refused to give. 'I'he princes finally surrendered without a
guarantee ofany sort and, on their way to the city, were killed by Hod-
son on the pretest that the moh which accompanied them was threaten-
ing to rescue them. ‘The pros and cons of I-Iodson’s action were the
subject ofmuch controversy throughout the remainder ofthe nineteenth
oeoturv. Hodson hirnselfwas to be killed sir months later at the rapture
of Lucknow.

I-Iodson‘s act tliflered only in the importance of his victims from what
was happening to the other citizens of Delhi inside the cioy.
popu.latioo had been almost entirely driven out into the surrounding
countryside. Delhi was a city of the dead. Houses were destroyed, and
a proposal was put forward that the whole city should be raced to tilt
ground. Prine agents were busv digging up ttnltutt ‘i'fl1"f1b1¢5-
summary courts-martial were sentencing soldiers and civtllans ahlte to
death, without much pretension to the proper laws of evidence. A
hloo-dy vengeance for the murder of English men, Wflm‘-551 mid
children, was to have full and horrifying rein.

Th-e es after the final occupation of use city. plans vajs malt la
equip a column to relieve Agra, some 16o miles from Delhi along '51‘
river jutnna, and then to move on to Cawnporc. The column.._ Bf Ti"
British and 1,9-no troops under Brigadier Greathei i‘-‘ft D¢1i1"1 “Tl isl-
5e1rte|nhcr, no mean achievement considering the condition of the
troops after the capture of the city.

Agra was the headquarters of the civil government in what was Ihfli
known as the North-‘West Provinces (not to be confused with the mflflil
later North-West Frontier Province). ago was s In-st Pjlpshal
fortress. The garrison at Agra consisted of the 5115 B‘-"E31 Fl”-ulmfii ‘
seats regiment recently raised and totally teepssssssd. as-=1 I bsfl==1_'r
of European artillery. Many of the Fusiliers were away on stclt leavc_1n
the hills. Two native infantry battalions, who had made up the It-fllillfr
der of the garrison, had been successfully disarmed on .41 M15" Public
opinion in Agra had clemantierl that the fort be made reels as 51 Plats sf
Iefilge for the British as the outlying districts passed out of csvll entitled-
Verjf little was done to prepare the fort for ooeupatitifl. ilflfi Tim" "1
June it was heard that a force of mutineers was advancing iflwfldi

fl
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Agra and some t'i,ooo people moved into the fort, it had neither ade-
quate stores not sanitary arraogemertts.

The lieutenant-govemor of the province, john Colvin, though an
able and intelligent administrator, was unfortunately easily influenced
by those surrounding him who believed that, though the sepoys had
mutinied, everyone else was loyal to the British. Better and more
informed advice was ignored. There were however one or two men who
could act decisively when necessary, and the fort was soon fully pro-
visioned. But the military leaders were not particularly outstanding,
and a foolish attempt to attack an approaching force of mutineers
coded in a defeat, which, in turn, was followed by a rising in the city.
The British were now confined to the fortress where they were, in fact,
mic from anydting short of an all-out attack. blevertheless, as Gtcathed
moved towards the city, he was bombarded with appeals for help, and
the column entered the city on tr Clctober without opposition. The
vast rebel force which Greathed had been told was threatening Agra
seemed to be a figment of the imagination.

Those inside the fort had, apparently, suffered very little from their
pclvations. The soldiers were smartly dressed, with scarlet and pipe-
clay, the women elegant in fashionable dresses. Hot so the relieving
force. One who saw it corn: in wrote: “' Those dreadful-looking men
must be Afghans ", said a lady to me, as they slowly and wearily
marched by. I did not discover they were Englishmen till I saw a short
clay pipe in the mouth ofnearly the last man. My heart bled to see these
iided, miserable objects, and to think of all they must have sufl:'ercd
since last May, to reduce line Englishmen to such worn, sun-dried
skeletons.’

The weary troops were told that the enemy had taken themselves ofl'
as soon as the approach of Greathed"s oolumn was known. The local
intelligence oiftoers informed Greathed that ‘they had no doubt what-
ever that their information was correct and that there was no need to
Follow up the enemy until out troops were rested and refreshed’.
Greathed foolishly accepted this advice—-and, without warning, as
they were making camp, the column was attacked. It rallied, however,
and the mutineers were routed and pursued for some miles, losing all
their guns and baggage.

Greathed’s orders, however, were to push on to Cawnpore where
the _situation—as at Lucknow, where the British were besieged in the
B.es1dency—was serious. fin the way to Agra, Greathed had come
across an appeal from General Havelo-ck in a rather unlikely place.
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Frederick Rnhet-ts, whn w1s there, tecntded the incident in his mentnirs:
Snrne excitement w1.s eluted nn reaching csrnp by the eppeentnce nf 1
f1|cir sc1ted under 1 tree clnse tn where nur tents were pitched. The nun
was evidently under 1 vnw nf silence, wltich Hindu devntees nften mid-te
1s11:ren1ucefnrsiu,nrtne1:n1tit1etnrnnreth1n1:F1irsh1t'eni'h1p~
pines: in 1 future iifet On nur nddressing him, the fsitir pointed tn 1
lmnli wnnden platter, trleiting signs fnr us tn e11tnine it. The platter had
been quite recently used fnr mining fnnd in, 1nd 1t first there seemed tn
he nnthing unususl 1hnut it. El-n clnser inspeetinn, hnwevet, we dis-
cntresed th1t 1 det1ch1|:Ie squstre nf wn-nd h1d been let in 1t the hnttntn,
nn remnsing which 1 hnllnw became visible, and in it E11: 1 smell fnlded
piper, that prnved tn he 1 nnte ftnm Gener1i Hsvelnelt, written in the
Greek ch.1r1eter, cnntsining the infnrmatinn that he was nn his my tn
the relief nf the Luelrnnw genisnn, 1nd begging 1n;.r cnmmmder intn
whnse h1nds the cnntrnunie1tinn might F111 tn push nn as fast as pnssihle
tn his sssisntnee, as he snrely needed teinfnteements, h1s'ing few men
1nd nn c1rti1ge tn speak nf.

fin 14 Detnher, the nnlurnn mnved nut ni Ag-1'1 stlnng the tnstd tn
Cewnpnre.
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I
The Buffy Days

As reference tn a map will show {see page 53}, the newly annexed
province of Cludla lay across British communications from tlalcutta tn
Delhi and the north. The river G-artges, with its tributary the jumna,
was the main highway for supplies, and along its banks lay the great
cities and the British cantonments. The railway from Calcutta only
readied nut for about rro miles and the Ganges and other navigable
waterways were life-lines tn be preserved at all costs. Cludh bordered
the fianges for many miles and already, before the outbreak in May,
hid administration had brought the province tn the edge of rebellion.

The headquarters of the military oommand for Dudh and the area
known as the Doab was at Cawnpnre. In charge was Major-General
Sit Hugh Wheeler, an old rrtan with 5.1. years‘ service in India behind
him. The at Cawrtpore was large but, as at other stations,
recent annerations in Sind and the Punjab had heavily reduced the
number of Europeans. In fact, the only European units in Etudh were
the tend Foot at Luelotow, and a battery of the Bengal iirtillery at
fllwrtpnre and Lucknow. Native troops in the area were overwhelm-
tngly superior in numbers,

In Lucltnow, 1 weelt before the outbreak at lrieentt, the yth Ctudh
lftegulars refused to accept the greased cartridge and were disarrned.
The chiefoommissioner ofUudlt, Sir Henry Lawrence, brother of ]ohn,
took this as a warning of the mutiny he had himself foretold some years
before. Lawrence began to make preparations, moving stores into the
Rfiitilflfltty arcs and, when news came of the outbreak at Delhi, asking
5'1"? ind receiving military oommand of all troops in Cludh. This meant
that "Wheeler at Eawnpore was now deprived of most of his command
and of all his European troops apart from tie artillerymen. Escept by
"digit-ph and letters, the two men were not in communication with
one another, despite the liter that Eawnpore was only as miles from
L1-It-‘ltnow. Sir Hugh was old and Sir Henry was ill, a combination
whlfilh despite Lawrence's determination, was to lead to tragedy.

While Lawrence was preparing for the worst yet lreeping up a bold
[Ii-‘rill 1s if nothing were the matter, the situation in Cawnpore was
slststiunusg rapidly. The ma and military station there was spread
Wt for some sir miles along the southem hanlt of the Ganges (see plan,
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page 78). About the centre and some three-quarters of 1 mile away
fitnm it, lay the native city covering 1 large area and thickly populated.
Living near Cawnpore, at Hithur, was the Hana Sahib who was to play
an important role in the oorning rebellion. ‘Wheeler's wife, an Indian,
wlssaitltobcnfthesarnecasteastl1el"tlan1anclsheandthegenetal
were on intimate terms with him.

At Cawnpore, there were large European and Eurasian populations,
business men and their families and 1 stali' of railway engineers pre~
paring embankments for the esttension of the track from Calcutta.
‘Wheeler's problem was to protect them. He thought that he knew
what was going on in the minds of the sepoys and believed he was itt
1 position to outwit them.

Between the toth and goth May, ‘Wlteeler was busy making prepara-
tions to shelter non-combatant Europeans at some fortified place near
the river where they oould be embarked on steamers down river to
Allahabad or Calcutta. There were two possible places which could be
adequately defended. One was the Magazine, some miles north of the
military station. This was defensible and contained large stocks of
Weapons and ammunition, but it was rather hard to get to and lay some
distance from the river, though this distance in Fact disappeared when
theriverroseintherainyseason.Theotherpossiblesitewastwolarge
barraclt buildings, one of masonry and the other with a thatched roof,
out in the open close to the road from Allahabad. The latter site was
the one chosen. The reason for the choice is not known, but it is
reasonable to believe that the Hana Sahib bad assured Lady Wheeler
that, should the sepoys mutiny, they would immediately make for
Delhi and there would be no attack upon the Europeans at Cawnpore.
Whateverthe r'eason,W'hoele:t‘ordcretl 1 par1perandgune:lItpl.aoo-
meats to he erected around the barracks. Though there was plenty of
water near by, insufficient supplies were moved in. The earthworks
were built of loose earth only four feet high and were not bullet-proof.

Towards the end of May, erpecting an outbreak on the Muslim
festival of Id-ol-iitr, Wheeler appealed to I...-awrence to send him some
mmoftheyand. I..awrencesentll4men1ndtwosquadronsofirrcgu-
larswhoweresrillthought robe loyal. Withthcnt inoomrnandwent
Captain Fletcher Hayes who, on his arrival at Cawnpore, described the
situation there in 1 letter to Lucknow.

‘Ilse General was delighted to hearofthe arrival ofthe Europeans, and
Ioonfromall|ides,Iheardofreporlsof1llsortaandkinrl:whichpeople
kept bringing totheliieneral ttncilnearly one a.m. onthe rand, when we

lfl
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retired to rest. At sir a.m. I went out to have a loolt at the various places,
and since 1 have been in India never witnessed so frightful a scene of
confusion, fright, and had arrangement as the European harcachs
presented. Four guns were in position loaded, with European at-ti.I1ery~
men in nightcaps and wide-awaltes and side—anrts on, hanging to the
guns in gro1.|ps—lt'.loltit1g lilre melodramatic buccaneers. People of all
lrinds, of every colour, seer and profession, were crowding into the
harraclts. lliiliilel was there, buggies, pallti-gharrees, vehicles of all sorts,
drove up and discharged cargoes of writers, tradesmen, and a miscel-
laneous mob of every complexion, from white to tawny—all in terror of
the imaginary foe; ladies sitting down at the rough tness-tables in the
harraclts, women suclding infants, aya.hs and children in all directions,
and—-oflicers tool 1n short, as I have written tn Sir Henry, I saw quite
enough to convince me that if any insurrection toolt or talres place, we
shall have no-one tn thanlt hut ourselves, because we have now shown
the natives how very easily we can become frightened, and when
frightened utterly helpless. During that day [the rand] the shops in all
the bazaars were shut, four or lire times, and all the day the General was
worried tn death by people running up tn report improbable stories,
which in ten minutes more were contradicted by others still more
monstrous. All yesterday ifayrd) the same thing went on; and I wish that
you oould see the European harraclts and the chapel close toi.t—a.od. their
occupants.IbelienethatiEanythh1gwfllheepthesepoysq'oiet,itwiHhe,
neat to Providence, the great respeet which they all have for General
'1'-Wsneler, and for him alone. He has all his doors and windows open all
night, and has new-er thought of moving or of allowing his family to
move. Brigadier jack, Parker, the cantnoment magistrate, and Wiggins,
the judge fldvoeate-General, are, I believe, the only people who sleep
in their houses.

A few days later, Hayes haying talten his squadron of irregulara out
to attempt to pacify a district, was murdered by his men when they
mutinied.

‘Wheeler was now left with a tiny force of tin European
with sir guns, B4 men and yo inyalids of the ysrtd Foot, ano unattached
oflicers and civilians, and 4o drummers. There were about yyo women
and children. In order to try and swell his miserable foroe, 'i"li'he:eler
actually asked the Hana Sahib for aidl The hlarra sent aoo horse aodaoo
foot with two guns. Thesewere posted athlawabgunge near the treasury
and the ltlagaazirte.

Wheeler, of course, hoped for reinforcements from the south and,
on t June, hulloclts and elephants were sent down towards Allahabad
to help establish a system of convoys. The European troops at the dis-

Go
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p-osal of the government in Calcutta were few a.nd far away from Cawn-
pore and Lu-tltnow. The 5 yrd Foot was in Fort William, Calcutta, and
the toth Font at Dinapur. The sqth Foot, brought back from Burma,
was at Barracltpur and orders had gone out to send the hladras Fusiliers
from Fort St. George, Madras, half of the yytlt Company of Royal
Artillery from Ceylon, and the yyth Foot from Bunna, while the 64th
and the yflth, returning from service in Persia, were to come to Cal-
olltta directly by sea. The government sent the Bath up-country, to he
followed by the Madras Fusiliers. The Fusiliers under the command
of Colonel hleill arrived at Calcutta on 14 May; It-leill immediately
moved up-country with orders to take command at Allahabad on his
arrival. Some of his men went by river-steamer, others went to the end
ofthe railway traclt at llanigunge and then on by hulloelt and elephant.

From Hanigunge, the route lay along the Grand Trunk Road which
crossed the Ganges at Benares. hleill arrived there on 3 July and in-
sisted that the native troops in the cantoruneut should be disarmed. The
disarming was completely mishandled and the matter was settled only
when artillery was turned upon the sepoys. From Benates, Neill pushed
on to Allahabad on 9 _]uly.

Allahabad represents yet another failure in this period of failures,
ineflicieney and inoompctence, and one which had appalling conse-
queuors for the British at Cawnpore and Lucknow. Allahabad, a holy
city to the Hindus, stands at the junction of the jumna and the Ganges.
Between the city and the actual meeting-point of the two rivers stands
l vast Muslim fort which dominated the river and the roads to Delhi
and into Dudh. Allahabad, despite its strategic position, had no British
garrison. Towards the end of hlay, European families moved into the
fort and about roo civilians were formed into a volunteer corps.
Some do military pensioners were brought in from Chunar. hlothing
clsewas done.

When the advance reinforcements—ttn rnen ofthe Bath and 15 of
the Madras Fusilicrs—pa5$cd through Allahabad on their way to
Cawnpore, all was quiet. Dne of the native regiments, the nth hlative
Infantry, had even asked to be sent to Delhi with what appears to have
been a genuine desire to light for the British against the mutineers. Until
4 _]une, everything rernainedquiet, hut then the news reached Allahabad
ot'tl'tedisa.t1:'|i:igatE-e11ares.Cl'n theeveniugofthefijnne, thcmenof
the dth hlative Infantry were paraded to hear a letter from the governor-
general thanlring them for their offer to go to Delhi. ‘Within a few
minutes of the end of the parade, the lith had rnutinied. Several officers
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were lrilledas they hurried tothe lines andshrcadets recently arrived
from England were also murdered as they left the mess-house. Inside
the fort, a company of the Iith was successfully disarmed and marched
out. The city itself was soon in the hands of the mob. The jail was
hrolten open and the prisoners released, and any European found out-
side the fort was lrilled; the European quarter was looted and burnt.
One of the principal losses was mat of 1,ooo hulloclts of the transport-
l.'Il.‘ll.1I1.

Reinfotcemcnts, however, continued to arrive from Henares and on
11 june Neill himself reached Allahabad. He brought with him-
eholera. The countryside around was now disturbed with revolt;
Fatchpur, .|.o miles away on the to-ad to Cawnpore, had murdered its
Eumpeans. hln longer was it possible to send up reinforcements in
small numbers. Some had already arrived at Cawnp-ore where ‘illheeler,
assured that more were on the way, sent them on to Lucknow. No
more came. The debacle at Allahabad led inevitably tn the fall of Cawn-
pore and the siege of the Lucknow Residency, and it was not until the
end of June that it became possible to malte a move in the direction of
Cawnpore.

hleanwhile, in Allahabad and in the districts surrounding the city,
1'~leill's rnen were carrying our what they believed to be a ‘righteous
retribution’. I'~leill's method of re-establishing order was ruthless and
horrible, and understandably had the most dangerous effect upon those
sepoys who wavered between revolt and loyalty to the British.

a
Tbs Ostilrrnsh at Ccavspors

After the excitement and fear of as May, the little force inside the
entrenchmenr at Cawnpore had settled down to await reinforcements.
These arrived as May drew to a close. Assured of ‘more behind’,
"1lli'hoelr.r sent them on to Lucltnow. ‘With the air full ofrumours, some
of the sepoys wanted to wait, others called for immediate revolt. ‘The
Chief obstacle’, wrote Hayes on r-ii May, ‘tn a rise and ifljugggflliflfl of
the sepoys is, that they are undecided as tn who should commence it.
They have been wrangling among themselves for some days. An
attempt was made by a native oiiicer to malte the cavalry seine their
arms and turn out. He made a trumpeter talte his trumpet and com-
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Tl-IE DUTBREAE AT CA‘W'blP'lJll.E

mence with the signal, but the trumpet was seized and snatched away
by another native officer. Last night there was an alarm, and the gun-
ners stood to their gtms, but everything passed over quietly.‘

But things were not to remain quiet for long. Cm the night of 4 ]une,
the and I"-lative Cavalry and the rst Native l.n.fa.ntry mutinied although
they did not injure their oflicets. The two regiments then joined the
Nana Sahih's men in seizing the treasury. All the sepoys were not ripe
for mutiny and a company of the yyrd Native Infantry actually defended
the treasury for some ti.tne against their comrades. Thinking, however,
that the 5 yrd and the jdth had followed the cavalry and the rst I"-lative
Infantry in rebelling, Wheeler had artillery turned on their lines. Even
in flee of this proof that the British did not trust them, all the native
ofliters and many men of the 56th joined Wheeler and the others inside
the entrenehmenr. The rest of the sepoys did just as the lalana Sahib had
said they would, and marched oli towards Delhi, having murdered
no one not damaged property to any torrent. Wheeler felt that all he
bad to do was wait for reinforcements. He was soon disillusioned. The
sepoys had gone no further along the road to Delhi than the town of
l':lJll.h'l.i1jII-I.].|.'. Clo ti june, Wheeler received a letter from the hlana Sahib
telling him that be was about to he attacked. Hurriedly, those who had
left the entrenehmenr returned. Within a few hours the entrenehmenr
was surrounded, the guns from the Magazine which Wheeler had not
destroyed were brought up, and the first round-shot dropped near a
party of women and children gathered outside one of the barracks.
The siege had begun.

The actual garrison at the time of the siege was only 14o men. The
number ofwomen and children had increased to 515. The sunwas at its
hottest, like ‘a great canopy of fire’, gun-barrels burned the hand, and
there was little or no protection, though it was discovered some tin
years later that there was a huge underground room beneath one of the
barracks that would have given cool and bullet-proof shelter. The
ga.rt'ison, however, did not know that it existed.

The sepoys concentrated their efforts on shelling the entrenelunent
with the wide variety of artillery they had acquired from the Magazine.
The death-roll among the defenders grew steadily. About a week after
the began, one of the barracks was burnt down. On die anni-
versary of the battle of Plassey, 15 June, a great assault had to be beaten
Ofiiflutfoodandwater werescarccastheroute tothewell was open to
heavy fire from the sepoys.

By ay June, the ammunition was almost gone and starvation stared
at
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the garrison in the fare. Their hope of reinforcement was finally shat-
tered. To evacuate the entrenehmenr with the women and cltilclten was
impossible. Du that day, a letter from the Nana Sahib was brought into
the enrrenchtnent by a half-caste woman. If oiiered tettns of surrender:
‘All those who are in no way nonneeted with the arts ofLord Dalhousie
[the former goveroor—general] and are willing to lay down their arms,
shall receive a safe passage to Allahabad’.

Wheeler himself was against surrender, hut others thought they
should at least attempt to save the women and ehildrert. Nest morning
a meeting was arranged and the Nana's representatives proposed that
the British should surrender their guns and treasure and that they
should roareh out of the entrenehmenr with their ha.nd—arms and do
rounds of ammunition for each ntao. In return, the Hana would pro-
vide transport for tho wornen and children and tl1e sielt, and boats with
supplies aboard would he waiting at the Sari Chaura Ghat. Do thme
terms, a written treaty was drafted and accepted. The Nana then de-
tnanded that the garrison should evacuate that very night hut finally
agreed, when fared with a threat that the British would fight to the last
man, to wait until the following day.

Uri ry ]une, what remained of the garrison marched out towards tho
river. Tho siclt and the women were carried down in palaoquins, the
children wore, ironically enough, many of them -earried by sorne of the
sepoys who a day or two hefore had been trying to ltill thorn. At B i-tn]-1
tho survivors were piling into the boats, large clumsy vessels with
thatched roofs ‘ looiting at a distanee rather lilte floating haystaelts’. By
nine o'clock, all were entharlred and waiting to tnove ofil ‘What hap-
pened nest was helieved at the time, and later, to he ‘so foul an aet of
trmchery the world had never seen’. But it is rnore likely that it was one
of those ghastly aoeidents that spatter the pages of history and on which
any interpretation suitahle to the needs of the ooeasion can he imposed.
Ptohahly a o1usltet—shot was hoard and the British, fearful of treachery
and with nerves tattered hy three weel-ts of eonst-ant siege, immediately
opened Ere. Soon ralted with grape-shot and hall, the little fleet was on
fire and attempts to push the unwieldy vessels into roidstroam were
unsuccessful. (lino b-o-at, however, did get away and four of its occu-
pants, after an adventurous journey which included swimming down-
rivet under lite, finally reached safety.

Clf those who survived the attaelt at the Sari Ehaura Ghat, the tnen,
Go in nurnhet, were killed hy the l*~iaoa’s troops, and the women were
imprisoned in a large house at the edge of the rantontnent. Later they
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were moved to a small house originally built by an English oflicer for
his native n1is.1;e|:;5.5 and still ltnown, for that reason, as the Bihighur—
the ‘Lady's House‘. ‘There they were joined by survivors from
Fatehgurb, who had been captured whilst attempting to escape by
river. Clo 1y _]u1y, when news reached Cawnpore that the British under
General Haveloclt were approaching the city, the women and ohildrtn
were murdered and their bodies thrown down a well.

This massaete was to inflame the British into beoorning even more
ruthless than they had already been. its they moved through the
countryside, they earriod with them a Bloody Assist, without in many
eases even a pretence of the forms of justice. The tnassaore of the
women and d]j_|,d|;:|f|_ was instantly blamed upon the general evil of the
Nana Sahib and his assu-Ciltes. ]ust as reasonable an erplanation was
given in a eontemporary statement—that the savagery of the British
‘left their foe without inducement to show merry, sinoe he reeeiveti
none, attd made even women vaiueioss as hostages‘.

5
Cristi at Lat/érmw

Lawrence's preparations for the worst had oontinuetl at Lueknow with
the fortification of the Residency area and the levelling of as much of
the surrounding buildings as was possible. From :3, May, ‘one inces-
sattt stream of store carts, conveying supplies, necessities of war,
etc.‘ lined the principal streets on their way to the Residency. The sintaa
tion in the eity and the surrounding oountry was tense. Dn the evening
of yo May fell the long awaited blow.

Colonel Inglis, oommanding H..h'L ytnd Foot, later stated that
Lawrence had been wamed by a native that the mutiny would start at
9 p.rn. As Lfl1|iy|"|_':|;}|:¢ Est down to dinner at his house in the eantonmeot.
the 5| p.m, gun wny, find as usual. He said with a laugh to Inglis, ‘ Your
friends are not punetual.‘

Ilaldhardlyrep1i,ed,whenweheardthemusketryinthelinee,andtome
cltoprasait Imessengeflleatneaod re-portedthefiring. The horses were
atonoeordered,|nd5irHenrystoodoutsideinthemoonlight,ontbe
steps of the Residency, impatiently awaiting his horse. There was a
g,uardofanativeofii¢¢randsiItysepoysondutyintbeIi.esideney,and
imnsgdjsm-1!qny_|;¢fl1rm,thenativeolfieerhaddrawnthemupiualine

it
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about thirty yards distant, directly in Eront of where Sir Henry Lawrence
stood. And now the subadar came to roe and, saluting, said, ‘Anal to
load?‘ I ntmed to Sir Henry and repeated tl'te question; be said, ‘Uh
yes, let him load‘. The order was at once given, and the tamrods fell
with that dull sound on the leaden bullets. I believe Sir Henry
was the only man of all that group whose heart did not beat quicker for
it But he, as the men brought up their musltets with the tubes levelled
directly against us, cried out: ‘1 am going to drive those sroundrels out
of the tantonmeot: talre care while I am away that you all remain at your
posts, and allow no one to do any damage bore, or enter my house, else
when I return I will hang you.‘ Whether through the eflietrlt of this
speech and Sir Heury‘s boating, I know not, but tht: guard remained
steadily at its post, and with the bungalows blaring and shots firing all
round, they allowed no one to enter the house, and the residence of Sir
Henry was the only one that night in the cantonment that was not either
pillaged or burnt

Porewamed, a massacre was averted, though three British oifieers
were murdered. The yand saved the day and proved once again that
rtrsiarr leadership, so sadly laclting at this time, oould prevent serious
trouble Lawrence himself went oil‘ the next day in pursuit of the rebels,
chasing them to miles and talting do prisoners. ‘We ate‘, he wrote in a
foomote to a letter to the governor-general, ‘now positively better oil‘
than we were, for we now know out Eriends and enemies. The latter
have no stomach for a fight. . . .‘ But events in Lucknow were to be
altered by what was going on in the rest of Dudh. On 3.1 hiay, risings
at Bareilly and Shahjahanpur in Rohillthand, away to the north-west,
took place. Between 3 and ti lune, to die south and east, the same thing
happened at Aaarngath, Benares, jaunput, Cawnpore, and Allahabad.
On 3, june, to the west, the asst Native Infantry mutinied at Sitapur,
and of the white population that survived a few reached Lucknow.
On and after B _]unc, Fairabad and Sultanpur fell to the mutineers, and
local detachments of sepoys mutinied throughout the province.
‘Every outpost‘, wrote I..awrence on tr ]une, ‘I fear has fallen, and
 yexpect to be besieged by the oonfederated mutineers and their

June was the prelude. Fortification of the Residency oontinued
rapidly. ifilon-combatants, particularly women and children, were now
concentrated in the Residency area. During ]une a police battalion
mutinied and was chased into the countryside, and the sad news from
Caw'nporeca.meinaswellasafalserumourtl1atDclhibadbeen
teeapntred. As late as at _]une, Lawrence believed that iffleihi was
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taken and Cawnpore could hold out he would not be besieged in Luclt+
now. But be did not slacken the work of preparing the Residency. At
least at Lucknow, foresight was to pay ofl'.

But before the retirement into the Residency area, Lawrence was to
lose an unnecessary battle. Towards the end of ]uno, news came in of
a eonoentration of mutineers at Hawabgunge, ry miles north-cast of
Luelmow. This news arrived the same day as that of the fate of the
garrison at Cawnpore. Lawrence expected to be besieged in two or
three days, but under pressure Etc-m those who surrounded him and
who were calling for an aggressive gesture against the mutineers, he
agreed to moveout against the concentration at Nawabgunge. The action
was not only ill-advised but mishandled, and from it undoubtedly
stemtned the diflicttltits and troubles of the siege that soon followed.

4
Tb: Ds_'flnn“ at Christin!

‘U11 rp _]une, news came that the mutineers‘ advanoe guard was now at
Ehinhut, some to miles fitom Lucknow. The report stated that there
were about yoo foot, yo cavalry, and one small gun. This information
was not trustworthy, and Lawrence believed the numbers to be greater.
Nevertheless, arrangements were made for an expedition. The force
assembled consisted of you men of the yrnd Foot, tyo Native Infantry,
yd ‘Volunteer Horse, B4 Dudh Irregular Cavalry, with to guns and a
howimer drawn by an elephant. Lawrence, who was i.ll with overwork
and strain, foolishly decided to command the troops himself. His
military estpetience was limited and there were more competent men
to hand.

It was decided that the force would move oii at dawn on yo _]une,
but because of inefiicient organisation the sun was already hot when it
trurched ofl'—without breakfast. After a three-mile march, the force
reached the bridge over the Gumti river at Kokrail. Here a halt was
called, and the yrnd were ordered to have breakfast. Unfortunately,
they bad not brought it with thetn. Iawrence, reeonnoitring forward
and seeing no enemy, gave the order to return to Luclrnow, the wisest
course to follow. Then he made his second rrror—the first had been to
order the expedition at all—-i:'or while the orders were being given to
eountermarrh he received news from some ‘native travellers‘ that

is



THE DEFEAT AT CHIHHUT

there was no enemy force in Chinhut at all, and changed his mind and
ordered an advance.

Everything went wrong. The heat of the day was tremendous and the
water—carricrs seem to have deserted. The troops had had no fond and
there was some doubt ahout the loyalty of the native g1.mners. Noproper
forward reconnaissance took place, for one who was there recorded that
'a turn in the road showed us the cnemydrawnupwiththeircentreon
tl1e road and their left resting on a lalrc’. The Lucknow force never had
a chance, for the enemy's numbers were later estimated at some y,5oo
foot, son horse, and I1 or to good pieces ofartiilcry. In command was
one Barhat .Fihn't-ad, who was quite obviously a much better soldier
than Lawrence. As the force moved forward, roundshot smashed into
them. A patty of the yrnd, who had occupied the small ‘village of
Ismailg-an], was thrown out of it hy a party of the enemy. Do the other
side, the mutineers attaclred a party of loyal sepoys. At this stage,
Lawrence's native gunners and cavalry deserted. The yrnd tried to
retalte Istnailganj but, wealrened by the heat and laclt of food, failed to
do so. Lawrenoe’s column was now in danger of being encircled. The
en-emy’s horse artillery was now on each flank and their cavalry had
now moved in and talren the bridge at Kokrail, cutting the British oIi'
from Luelmow.

A force of volunteer cavalry charged the enemy at the bridge and
broke through followed by the rest of the force, now reduced to pretty
much of a rahhle. Lawrence, rather too late, handed over the com-
mand of the oolumn to Colonel Inglis and rode at full speed to the
Residency, realizing that h.is defeat would mean an immediate attack
upon the fortification. Behind him, he left almost half of the 31nd dead
or wounded and some of the best of the garrison’s oomrnissioned and
nonrommissioned ofl-icers.

To those left in the city, the return of the defeated force could only
bring fear and anxiety. Lady Inglis, watching from the Residency, wrote
in her journal: ‘You may imagine our feelings of amticty and consterna—
tion. I posted myselfand watched the po-ormen ooming in; a melancholy
spectacle indeed—no order, one after the other; some riding; some
wounded, supported by their comrades; some on guns; some fell down
and died from exhaustion not halfa mile from our position. Theenemy
followed them to the bridge close to the Residency, . . . I could see the
smoke of the musltetry and plainly discerned the enemy on the opposite
hanlr ofthe rivet.’Thc loss ofprestigewas e-ten worse. Thesiegeoftlae
Residency was precipitated when more fortification was necessary. All
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of Llwre-nce"s careful preparations were put in jeopardy by his own
bad leadership and inept organization. That night from inside the
Residency, he wrote to Haveloclt:

This morning we went out to Chinhur to meet the enemy, and we were
defeated, and lost five guns through the misconduct of our native artil-
lery, many of whom deserted. The enemy have followed us up, and we
have now been besieged for four hours, and shall probably tonight be
surrounded. The enemy are very bold, some Europeans very low. l lo-nit
on our position now as ten times as bad as it was yesterday; indeed itis
very critical. We shall have to abandon much supplies and to blow up
much powder. Unless we are relieved quicltly, say in fifteen or twenty
days, we shall hardly be able to maintain our position. We lost three
officers ltilled this morning and several wounded.

5
Tbs Siege sf ids Rssidssgji

ills there was no single leadership among the mutineers, it was some
time before definite plans were put into action. Inside the Residency,
however, Lawrence was hard at worlt malting final ptepatatlflflfi I'D
hold out against a siege though on the day of Chinhut, as he wrote to
Haveloclr, he did not errpect to be able to hold out for long. On the
night of yo june, the at the hlachchi Hhawan was instructed
to come into the Residency. They did so, to the roar of :_.1o barrels of
gunpowder and over y,ooo,e-oo rounds of ball and gun ammunltinfl
blown up in the fort by a slow match lit when they left. Despite
Lawrence's elibrts, the Residency was not ideal as a place of refuge.
The Rmidency area was not a fortress but a series of strongpfllflfi.
many of which were overlooked by buildings in control of the
mutineers. Inglis reported that these buildings bad been deliberately
%ted from destruction by Lawrence's express orders. ‘Our heaviest
losses’, he wrote, ‘have been caused by the fire from the enemy‘s
slrlatpshooters stationed in the adjoining mosques and houses of the
flatly: nobility, the necessity of destroying which had been 1“ePf:'lT=d-ll"
flfllwn to the attention of Sir Henry Lawrence by the staff of engineers-
But his invariable reply was, “Spare the holy planet and private PIG"
Fifty too as much as possible "; and we have consequently
severely from our very tenderness to the religious prejudicles ind
respect to the rights of our rebellious citizens and soldiery.’

TI
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The Residency area [sec plan, page I :8} consisted ofa ltind ofplateau,
its greatest height at the Residency buildings themselves from which it
sanlt down rapidly to low grounds on the right or southern banlt of the
river Gumti. To the north, where the area was comparatively narrow
and fonned an irregular projection, it was enclosed by a ditch and a
banlt of earth about four feet high, heightened at the most exposed
spots by sandbags loop-holed for musltets. The other side of what
formed an irregular pentagon was bounded by the walls of various
buildings and enclosures. Access to the position was by two gates, one,
the liilater Gate, immediately north of the Residency, and the othcr,the
Bailey Guard, on the east. These two gates were defended by barricades
and artillery. The other defences consisted of a series of batteries at the
mo-st cottunanding points. Two were placed on the left of the ‘Water
Gate, and above the Residency there were another two, ltnown as
Evans’ and the Redan, widi a mortar battery between them. At the
southern catremity lay the Cawnpore battery, and at the south-west,
Gubbins’. Two more batteries on the west side were unfinished at the
time the siege began and were left outside the defences.

The Residency itself], an imposing building of three storeys and a
tower, was not much use as a defensive position. Its windows were
large and open to the enemy's shot. The upper storeys were abandoned,
the ground floor occupied by soldiers, and women and children fotmd
shelter in the deep cellars. A short distance from the Residency stood
the banqueting hall of two storeys, which was converted into a hospital
by filling up the tall windows. Further east lay the treasury, nea.r the
Bailey ldtlarcl. Upposite was Dr Fayrcr’s, a large low house with it flat
roof and cellars. South from Fayter’s were three other buildings, ltnown
as the Financial garrison, Sago’s and the judicial, overloolted by the
post oliice from the west and .d.nderson's and D'nprat’s, the last~named
nest to the Cawnpore battery.

This description gives the impression of a well-fortified defensive
position, but such was not in fact the case. The two strongest batteries
—the Retlan and the Cawnpore—bad only three guns each, and the
earthworlts were in many places too weal: to resist a determined assault.
To defend the area, there were about 3,roo people, of whom r,lioo or
so were combatant.

The defenders received a severe blow on 1 when a shell burst
in a room, mortally wounding Sir Henry Lawrence who died two days
later. The command was now divided, Inglis talting over military res-
ponsibility and Major Banks the Against constant shelling and
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rrtitting,withdisease1ndsta.tva1:ion tukiugtheirsteadytoll, thegarrison
held out 1g1it1st overwhelming odds until the first relief c1me in
Septetuher.

6
The Berriesfor Cuwnpnre

While Dudh 1nd Lucltnow slipped into revolt, lb-leilL having ‘pacified’
Allahabad, was by the end of ]uoe rad? to move to the relief of the
garrison 1t 'Cawnpot'e—wl1ich had, in fact, though Neill did not know
it, 1lre1d1,r surrendered. Dn to June, zoo of the Bath Foot, roo Fusiliers,
goo Silths, two guns 1nd 1 party of Irregular horse moved oi? under
the command of Major Renaud. Another too Fusiliers 1nd one gun
weme to move up-river in 1 steumer. As Renaud marched out, 1 new
commander arrised, General Hasteloclt, whose nume was to heoonte 1
byword to Victorian children for heroism 1nd satztifite.

Haveloclt had come from Persia, where an espedition under Sir
]1me:s Clutram h1d hnen recalled to India. Hatreloclt, 1 Quee:n’s oficer,
had spent most of his service in India and had considerable experience
of the demands of w1r. His arrival bmught the first oommander of any
re1l merit to the scene of operations. His instructions from the go‘-'ern—
merit were simple. ‘After quelling all disturbances at .|""dl1l'|1h-1d, he
should not lose 1 moment itt mppocting Sir Henry’ at Lucltuow 1nd Sit
Hugh ‘Wheeler 1t C1wnpote, and should t1lte prompt measures for
dispersing and utterly destroying 1ll mutineers and insurgents-'l

ht Allaltahad, Hatreloclt approved all It-leill’s dispositions and began
to mttlte preparations for an advance. Four British battalions were to
he 1! his disp-or.1l, the hi1dr1s Fusiliers and the 34th Foot-—1lre1dj-F 1t
.Fill1h1l:s-ad 1nd on the m1rch—1.nd the 64th Foot and jtlith i-lighlandefs.
then on their w1}r to Calcutta from Persia. But an curly rnove was not
posrihle. The sarne prohlerns 1s had del1j'ed Anson were now ID flllilfl
l'11"t*clocit—c1rri1ge 1nd supplies were sc1rce. It was not until 7 ]ulg;
tl11t Haveloclt was 1hle to march.

ili"h.ile preparations were going on, 1 native runner arrived from
Lueitnow with the news that Wheeler and his rneu had surrendered 1t
Cswnpore on as june and had suhsequentljr been murdered. This was
Confittned the neat day, 3 july. Havelocit immediately‘ ordered Renaud
to ‘halt . . . 1t Lohunga and keep 1 good looltout to re1r, front and
fianltr. I will then strongly reinforce you with the column d11t is to
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march tomorrow, the 4th instant. Bum no more villages, unless
oooupied by insurgents and spare your European troops as much 1s
possible.‘ Neill now tool: the first step in causing 1 breach between
himself and Hayeloelr. He telegraphed the commander-in-chief saying
that it was his opinion that Renaud should lreep on.

Hayeloclt was, however, still unable to leave as there were still
insufficient bulloclrs to pull his supply-train. A delay of three days
brought him a small reinforeement from the -nth Highlanders. Du -,r
joly, organization was complete and they were ready to move. Paraded
and waiting for transport were about 1,ooo men of the four British
battalions, the 64th and Hath Font, the ylith Highlanders and the
Madras Fusiliers, with tgo Silshs, about IE Volunteer Castalcy, a.rtd sir
guns. ht four o’clocl: in the afternoon of 1 dull and dismal day the
force moved off. Barely a quarter of 1 mile had been oovered when there
was 1 heavy downpour of rain and after about three hours’ march, the
column halted for the night. As the baggage-train was yery slow-
moving, most of the tents had not arrived. The men were forced to
spend an uncomfortable night on the damp earth without shelter.

.-‘lifter three days of leisurely marching—leisurely because many of
the men were untrained and soon disabled and footnote-Haveloclr
joined up with Renaud about four miles from Fatehpur. Renaud had
not remained, as originally ordered, at Lobunga, because l'~lleill’s tele-
gram to the commander-in-chief had resulted in an order to I-lavelorlt
that Renaud should pmceed. Hayeloclr's intelligence, which was good,
now reported that 1 large body of about 3,ooo mutineers was rapidly
approaching Renaud’s tiny foroe. As Havelocls's men were sufliering
badly from fatigue and exposure, he decided to rest on the tath. But
when the troops were waiting for breakfast, a :4-pound shot landed
in the camp and 1 body of rebel cavalry was seen approaching. The
enemy obviously thought that they lmd only Renaud's little detachment
to deal with, and they must have been unpleasantly to find
live regiments and eight guns awaiting them.

Hirfllfisll. in his despatch, described the battle that followed.
'_I'hey [the enerny] insolently pushed forward two guns, and 1 force of
Infantry and cavalry cannonaded our front, and threatened our flank.

I wished eamestly to give our harassed soldiers rest, and so waited
until this ebullition should expend itself, malting no
beyond posting 1 hundred Enfield riflemen of the l54th in an adyanoecl
copse. But the enemy maintained his attach with the audacity which his
first supposition had inspired, and my inertness fostered. It would have
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injured the morale ofmy troops to permit them thus to he bearded; so I
determined at once to bring on an action.

Fatehpur constitutes 1 position of no small strength. The hard and
dry grand t:runlt road subdivides it, and is the only means of convenient
access, for the plains on both sides are covered at this season by heavy
lodgments of water, to the depth of two, three and four feet. 1t is sur-
rounded by garden enclosures of great strength, with high walls, and
has within it many houses of good masonry. In front of the swamps are
hilloclts, villages and mango-groves, which the enemy already occupied
in force.

I estimate his number at 5,joo, with twelve brass and iron guns.
I made my dispositions. The guns, now eight in number, were formed

on the close to the chsussfe in the centre, under Captain hiande, R.!|..,
protected and aided by one hundred 1-infield ritlemen of the fi4th- The
detachments of infantry were, at the same moment, thrown into line of
quarter distance columns, at deploying distance, and thus advanced in
support, covered at distretion by Enfield sltirmishers. The small force
of volunteers and irregular cavalry moved forward on the lianlts on
harder ground.

I might say that in ten minutes the action was derided, for in thpt short
space of time the spirit of the enemy was entirely subdued. The nlle fire.
teaching them at an unexpected distance, filled them with dismay; sod
when Captain Maude was enabled to push his guns through flanking
swamps, to point blanlr range, his surprisingly accurate lire demflllfihetl
their little remaining confidence. 1na moment three guns were al1afltlfiI'1-til
to us on the thanssrle, and the force advanced steadily, dusting \‘-its =fl'-'5"?
before it atevery ' t.

hfaior Renaud wliti-id“1 hilloclr on the right in good stflfis il-‘Id Flfuflfilfll
on through the inundation. The ylth in ernmsion ltept up his com-
munication with the centre; the fiath gave strength to the centre and
left; on the left, the 34th and regiment of Ferorepur pressed back the
enemy's right. _

Rs we moved forward, the enemy*s guns continued to fa-ll Into mil‘
hands, and then in succession they were driven from the garden ensla-
eures, from 1 strong barricade on the road, from the town walls 111*“-
and through, out of, and beyond the town. They endvouted to m1l:_e 1
stands mile in advance of it. My troops were in such 1 state oferhausnon
that I almost of driving them further. At the same trtuls ii"-'=
mutineers of the and Cavalry made an elfort to renew the ¢yfl1lI"="[T_l7'l'
charging, with some success, our irregular hotly-. W59" dl-*P°‘m“';'f'
throughout the fight was, I regret to say, worse than doubtful. ‘But again
out guns and riflernen were with great labour pushed to the front. Their
51¢ soon put the enemy to final and irrettievable flight. "Fl mi’ rm"
not up its present positionintriun-ph,1nd parltcd twelvcc1Pl1-‘lfilil sass-
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Casualties were light. ‘Twelve British soldiers were struelt down by
the sun and never rose But our fight was fought, neither with
musltet nor bayonet, nor sabre, but with Enfield rifles and cannon; so
we Inst no rnen.’

Haveloelt, however, was unable to carry on a pursuit as the Irregular
Cavalry had refused to light and were next day dissented. This left him
only with the few men of the Volunteer Horse, who were ‘new tn the
country, new to the servioe, unaccustomed to roughing it’ hut rnade
up for such disadvantages by enthusiasm and determination.

Fatehpur was oncupied, but without the ruthless vengeance of Neill
at ftllaitahad. In the latter, Ii-leill, fearful of an attack upon a city seething
with hatred for the man who had ordered so many eseeutious, now
asited Haveloelt tn send him some artilleryrnen and the Sikhs. This
Haveloclt was unwilling tn do, especially as further reinforcements
were ltnown tn be on their way up-country from Calcutta. He did
however send banlt too Silths, yo of whom he ordered tn
Lahimsw

Clo the 14th, Havelocit moved nut of Fatehput leaving the remaining
Silths tn set lire tn the town. Du the following day, the British arrived
in front of the village of thong, where they found the enemy dug in
with two 9~pounder guns. The Volunteer Cavalry moved forward
and the guns opened fire. About a third of the force, under Colonel
Tytler, moved round tn encircle the position while Havelo-cit and the
remainder of the force stood fast tn protect the baggage from two bodies
of the enemy"'s cavalry which were moving on their flanl-ts. ‘While the
dispositions were being made, the enemy advanced tn a village some
too yards in front of the guns. A body of the Fusiliers under Renaud
drove them out, though Renaud was mortally wounded in the engage-
tncnt and died three days later. Tytler nnw moved forward under
artillery nnvet and drove the enemy infantry before him. The cavalry,
seeing the rnfantty routed, immediately withdrew, leaving their baggage
and military stores strewn over the countryside. Again, Haveloelds
shortage of cavalry prevented a pursuit and the troops were ordered to
rest and have hreaitfast.

Sis miles further on was the Pandu Haeli, a river normally fnrdable
but now swollen by the rains. At this point, there was a rnasnnrybridgc
and Haveloclt was determined to capture it. The river was not only
lwflui-Th l?-‘B! ran at the bottom ofa deep ravine and without a pontoon
or boats 1t was praetieaily impassable. ‘While the troops were preparing
'1h¢" Tani news was bmught by spies that the mutineers were intend-
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ing to biow the bridge. Havelock immediately ordered an advanoe
and, still brealtfastless, the troops after a march of two hours came
under fire from artillery entrenched by the bridge. iitfter a bombard-
ment by and small arms, and an unsuccessful attempt on the
part of the enemy to blow it up, the bridge was taken. Soon, the first
of Havelo-clt’s men were crossing to the other side.

The bridge, however, was very narrow and it was nightfall before
the supply waggons had crossed. The men, weary and hungry, were
too tired to nook the meat butchered for them and ate only hard biscuit
washed down with beer. The night was can-ernely hot, and by moming
the meat was had. As they lay down to sleep, the news of i-laveloclt's
victories reached Cawnpore and the women and children were mur-
dered in the Bibighur. Haveloelr, of course, knew nothing of this and
he and his men were anxious to move on and save them.

Haveloclt believed that he would have to faoe a really large body of
rebels before he oould oover the :5 miles that separated him from
Cawupore. He had already asked Neill, now a brigaclier-general, to
send himat ieast zoo Europeans, forhe intended to press on to Lucknow
as soonas he had disposed offiawnpore and he needed men to garrison
that city. He was also running short of ammunition for his Eniield
rifles, whose superiority had been demonstrated at every tum. ‘Stores of
film were also low.

U11 the tdth, under a blazing sun, I-lavcloelt and his men marched tti
miles to Maharajpur where they rested and had a meai—again hard
biscuit and beer. ‘While they were bivouaclted there, a reconnaissance
party of the ‘ifolunteer Cavalry sent in two Indians, sepoys of the Bengal
filmy who had remained loyal. Cine of them had oome from Delhi and
Iflportod the progress of the siege, and both had been with the rehei
i’-fl1‘€'¢ the day before and knew the disposition of the defence-E If
Cawnpore.

The Hana Sahib, with 5,ooo men and eight 3"-1115» hid "'=hi-"5'-"1 ii
formidable position some seven miles from Cawnpore. His left was
covered by the river Ganges and the high ground that sloped towards
ih The toad to the eantonment divided his left from his centre wbtrh
‘was at a small village. There a :4-pounder and a 6-pounder were dug _1n.
The Gr-and Trunk Road ran between the centre and the rial“ vhlsh
11? behind a village surrounded by a mud wail and defended bi’ “'9
9-Founders. On the right iay the railway embankment. two roads
met about Boo yards in Eront of the enemy's position. Willih ffilmiii
1 Elfitent about a mile and a quarter in length.
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The Nana believed that Haveloek would move up the Grand Trunk
Road, and his was disposed to sweep it with shot. Behind the
guns was ranged the infantry, and cavalry was available at the rear.
The position was extremely strong, and a frontal attack by so small a
force as Havelo-clt"s would be doomed to failure. Haveloek therefore
decided to tum the position by a flanking movement. The ‘ifolunteer
Cavalry was sent out to bring in informers, and from the information
obtained it was decided that the enemy's left was the weakest-held.

Haveloclt now made the potentially dangerous decision to leave his
hospital, baggage, and camp-followers behind with two guns and some
infantry at Mabarajpur. This meant that, should things go wrong, he
would be cut oif from his supplies. A colurtm of subdivisions was
formed, with a wing of the Madras Fusiliers heading it, and the High-
landers, the dqth, sqth, and the Sikhs behind. The ‘Volunteer Cavalry
was ordered to move up the road until it divided in two, then to con-
tinue in the hope of persuading the enemy that a frontal attack was
imminent. The remainder of the foroe would then proceed to the right
and move unseen under onver of a line of dense mango-groves. The
main body moved through the groves for about t,ooo yards, and then
‘-'1 gap revealed them to the enemy. Though the enemy attempted to
reform their line, it was now too late and under steady artillery tire the
British rapidly advanced against the enemy's left. The rebel artillery
at the centre and right could not fire for fear of hitting their own
nnmrades. The 14.-pounders on the left, however, were causing
casualties among Havelo-elt’s men and it was necessary to make a
bayonet charge in order to take the guns. ‘The opportunity bad arrived‘,
wrote Haveloek in his despatch after the battle, ‘for which I have long
anxiously waited, of developing the prowess of the ylith Highlanders.
Three guns of the enemy were strongly posted behind a lofty hamlet
well entrenched. I directed this regirnent to advance, and never have I
witnessed oonduct more admirable. They were led by Colonel Harniltnn.
and followed him with surpassing steadiness and gallantry under n
heavy fire. As they approached the village, they cheered and charged
with the bayonet, the pipes sounding the pibro-eh. bleed I add that the
enemy tied, and the village was taken and the guns capniredi"

The enemy's left was now crushed and their infantry, in flight. iifflilfl
in two, one body retiring up the road towards the cantonments andthe
other rallying near the gun at the eentre. Haveloek reformed the hne.
called out ‘ Now, Highlanders! Another charge like that wins the day I ‘
anrlaidedbythe Bsthtbeytooktheviiiage andthegun.
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Meanwhile, the is men of the Volunteer Cavalry were slill pressing
on up the road until, seeing a party of the enemy, they charged and
lost a third of their men. The 64th, the 34th, and the Sikhs had now
pushed forward to the enemy's right and had driven the sepoys into
retreat. But all was not yet over, For, as the columns were re-forming,
heavy lire was opened from a village in which the fugitives had rallied.
" The General’, recorded Major North of the Highlanders, ‘who seemed
to he gifted with ubiquity, and the clear tone of whose voice raised to
the highest pitch the courage of the men, hurried towards the High-
landers, and said " Come, who’ll take the village, the Highlanders or
the 154th ii" There was no pause to answer. The spirit of emulation was
a flame in every hreast, kindled by his calm words. We (the High-
landers), eager for approval, went odquickly in the direction indicated,
moving onward in a steady compact line, our front covered hy the
Light company, and pushing the e:nemy’s sltirmishers through the vil-
lage, Erom whence they were compelled to Hy. The Madras Fusiliers
drove them from the plantation.’

The Nana, however, was determined to make a last stand. Fresh
reinforcements had he-en called out from the city, and two light guns
and a 14.-p-ounder opened up on the tired British, who were now ahout
amileahead of their own artillery. ‘My artillery cattle ', wrote Haveloek,
‘welded hy the length of the march, could not hring up the guns to my
assistance, and the Madras Fusiliers, the Seth and Bath, and ylth
detachments, formed in line, were exposed to a heavy fire £rom the
14-pound-er on the road. I was resolved this state of things should not
11515 so calling upon my men, who were lying down in line, to leap on
their feet, I directed another steady advance. It was irresistible. The
enemy sent round shot into our ranks until we were within three
hundred yards, and then poured in grape with such precision and
detennination as I have seldom witnessed. But the 64th, led by Major
Sterling and by my aide-de-camp, who had planed himself in their
front, were not to he denied. Their rear showed the ground strewed
with wounded: hut on they steadily and silently came, then with a
dieer charged and captured the unwieldy trophy of their valour. The
eoemylostall heart, and after a hurried fire ofmusketry gave wayin total
"lull F‘?-“-" 95 mi’ guns came up, and completed their discomfiture by a
11"-=l‘i'i' flflllfiflld-B; and as it grew dark the roofless litatraclcs of our
8-ttillery were dimly descried in advance, and it was evident that {lawn-
pore was once more in our possession.’

The first real hattle of the mutiny had been fought and won. That

do
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THE FIRST CAMPAIGN IN DUDH

rtightth-etebels blew upthcl-r![agazirtetbat'iFheelerlradfailed todes-
troy, while the British bivouaclred outside the city, once without
food or tents. The baggage left behind at Maharaipur might have been
attacked by the large numbers ofenemy cavalry still lurking around the
city, but it was not. On the following day, after hearing from spies
sent intothecity ofthemassacrcofthcwomen and childremandthat
tbe mutineers had left the city, Haveloek and his men entered Cawnpore.
Sickcned by the sights at the Bibighur, the troops settled down to an
orgy of drinking, having discovered huge stores of European liquor
in the town. Chi the empty stomachs of the soldiers, it had a maddening
client Haveloek issued orders to the cornmissatiat ofliccrs to buy up
without delay all the wine, beet and spirits that could be found in the
town. ‘lfit [the liquor} remained in Cawnpore', he said in a telegram
to the commander-hi-chief‘, ‘it would require half my force to keep it
from being drunk up by the other half, and I should scarcely have a
sober soldier in camp.’

Surlstrokc, too, had taken its toll and cholera had broken out in the
force. There was also trouble with looters, both British and Sikh, and
though the death-penalty was brought in for those detected in plunder-
ing it still went on until Haveloek ordered the provost-marshal ‘to
hang up, in their uoifomt, all British soldiers that plunder‘ and made
all comtnanding ofiicers responsible for their men. Meanwhile, boars
had to he acquired for crossing the river before the force could press
on to Lucknow. Do ac _]nly, the party that had set ofli by river stea.rne|.'
from Allahabad came in, and I“-lcill arrived by road with a small body of
reinforcements.

7
The First Campaign is Oadii

Haveloclt was anrious to move on to the relief of Lucknow. He had
nowheardofthed-eathofSirHenryLawreneeandhadheenboth
saddened and determined by the news. Bur he was still in a dangerous
position with his small body of men, weary and sick, and an unknown
number of mutineers between him and the Residency. He had already
selected, on arriving at Cawnp-ore, a spot to fortify as a strortgpoint,
astherewasnohope ofgardsoningthecity withthemenathisdis-
posal. To leave the city totally undefended would he an open invitation

is
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to the blana Sahib to return and, by doing so, to cut Havclock's com-
munications with Allahabad and Calcutta. Haveloek decided that he
could only spare goo men for the defence of Cawnporc. The site he
chose for a defensive position was at a little distance from the ferry
across the Ganges, on an elevated plateau about roo yards long and loo
yards wide. This post, situated as it was on the banks of the rivet, could
command both it and the surrounding countryside. ‘With the aid of
about 4,ooo labourers, an earthwork was constructed in two days, and
Haveloek decided to move on into Ciudh on ac jnly.

Haveloek was still faced with the problem of getting his force
across the Ga.ngcs—at this point some 1,Iioo yards wide and very swift-
runni;ng because of the rains. The bridge ofboats which had stood there
had been destroyed by the rebels and all boats had been removed or
destroyed. However, by diligent searching ac were found and, with
the addition of the little steamer that had brought up troops from
hllahabad, Haveloek began to ferry his men across the river. The
native boatmen who had gone into hiding were induced, by a promise
to overlook their support of the mutineers, to return to work. With
great difficulty, and in torrential rain, the force crossed the river, but
it was not until the ayth that Haveloek was in any position to make a
l'I'l'Cl"'li'E!..

Haveloek now moved his r,5oo men to the village of Mangalwar,
about five miles along the road to Lucknow. There he paused to allow
transport and supplies to join him. Haveloek was well aware of the
dilficulties and dangers that confronted him. Do rs July, he wrote to
the commander-in-chief from Mangalwar:

1n reply to your Excellency’: telegram of the rlith, I beg I:-o state that I
should consider it certain that I must incur the risk of serious loss in an
attempt to rectors the -Ganges to Cawnpore. even supposing that I had
been reinforced by the remnant of the garrison ofLucknow. Thechances
of reiicving that place are at the same time hourly multiplying against us.
I will not now enter into all the details, but only that Islana Sahib
hassucceededincolloctingthreed1ousandmenandseveraiguns,andison
pur left flank at Fatebpur Elraurassi, with the avowed intention ofcutting
in "P9" '5'"! 1"'=l-Tr when we advance towards Lueltnow. The difficulties
of an advance to that capital are excessive. The enemy has entrenched
andeovered v-1ithgunsthehridgeacrossthe5aiat'Bani,andhasnsade
prepanuons for destroying it if the bridge is forced. I have no means of
crossing the canal near Lueirnow even if successful at Bani. A direct
lttacltatbanimight costmeathird ofmy foree.I migbtturnitby
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hloharl, unless the bridge there also were destroyed. I have this morning
received a plan of Lucltnow Erom Major Anderson, engineer i.n that
garrison, and much valuable information in two rotmnoranela, which
escaped the rs-temy's outpost troops, and were partly written in Greelr
character. These communications, and touch information orally derived
From spies, convince me of tlte eatreme delicacy and diliiculty of any
operation t-o relieve Colonel Inglis, now oomrnanding in Lueltnow. It
shall be attempted, however, at every risk, and the result Eaithfttlly
reported. Eltur losses from cholera are becoming serious, and ertend to
General l'~leil1"s force as well as my own. I earnestly hope that the yth
and the goth can he pushed on to me entire, and with all despatch, and
every disposable detachment of the regiments now under my conttttaod
be sent. My whole force only amounts to t,yoo men, of whom t,aoo are
British, and ten guns imperfectly etpiipped and manned.

Nevertheless , the nest day, to july, Haveloek moved olf towards
Unao, three miles away. At Unao, he found the rebels strongly posted.
‘His [the rehels'] right’, he wrote, ‘was protected hy a swamp which
oould neither he Forced nor turned; his advance was drawn up in a
garden enclosure, which in this warlilte district had purposely or
accidentally assumed the form of a bastion. The rest of his advance
force was posted in and heltind the village, the houses of which were
loop-holed. The passage between the village and the town of Llnao is
narrow. The town itself estended t.hree~t1ua.rters of a mile to our tight.
The flooded state of the country precluded the possibility of turning
in this direction. The swamp shut us in on the left. Thus an attack in
Front became unavoidable.’

Up the road went the yflth and the Fusiliers and drove the enemy
out of a bastioned enclosure, while the 64th stormed the village.
destroyed the defenders and captured their guns. Meanwhile, the news
came that a body of t5,ooo mutineers with artillery, which had oome
down from Luclcnow, were moving into Unan. It was now a race be-
tween I-laveloclt and the rebels to get there first. He tltereforepushed
through the town and occupied a space beyond it, almost oontpletely
surrounded by swamps and commanding the road along which the
rebels were moving, rapidly but in some confusion. Haveloek drew
I-lpbisforceinline with fourgunsattheeentre and twoateitherend.
The rebels rushed straight into the trap and were met by heavy
artillery and small-arms Ere. The enemy now attempted to deploy, but
their guns sank into marshy ground and they were forced to retire
leaving some yon dead and 15 guns.

it
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Haveloek, after a short pursuit, how halted for three hours so that
his men might rest and eat. But the fighting was not yet over for that
day. Haveloek moved on to the walled town of Bashiratgunj, sir miles
fiarther on, where the rebels were heavily entrenched behind earth-
worlts overloolted, and therefore protected, by large buildings in the
town. At the rear was a large sheet of water about seven feet deep
over which the road was carried on a causeway. Haveloclt toolt his
men around me town and so frightened the defenders that, after a
short engagement, they fled. Unfortunately the l54tl1, harassed by fire
from the walls and stopping to answer it, did not move quicltly enough
to cut oil the retreat.

That evening the British settled down to rest, warming themselves
with the satisfaction of two victories in one day. Their position,
however, was still precarious in the crtreme. The force was now down
to Iljo ellhctives, having lost SB lrilled and wounded and many casual-
ties from fatigue, exposure and cholera. They occupied every of
transport assigned to the siclr. If Haveloclt had further casualties he
would be unable to carry them. Clo top of this, he had used more than
a third of his ammunition and had still covered barely one-
third of the distance to Lucknow. I-lis intelligence reported heavy
ooncentration of rebels across his path. Haveloek decided to return to
Cawnpore to leave his siclt and wounded and also to receive reinforce-
ment before going on to Lucltnow. The force, greatly disturbed—as
many felt that they oould push on to Lucltnow without much dillitnlty.
now retired to lvlangalwar which had the advantage of being on the
right side of the fiver, within easy distance of Cawnpore and with a
good natural defensive position.

in reaching lldangalwar on yt ]uly, Haveloclt sent a letter to Neill in
Elwflpore, saying that he needed another battery of guns and t,ooo
moo before he could again talte the road to Lueltnow. l!'~leill's reply was
to send his chief an abusive letter which ended peremptorily. ‘You
ought not to remain a day where you are‘, he wrote. ‘lllhen the iron
guns aresent toyou,alsothebalfbattery, andthecompanyoftheiqth

it, you ought to advance again, and not halt until you have
rescued, if possible, the garrison of Luclcnow. Retum here sharp, for
thereis muchtobedonehetweenthisand.n.graandlIlelh.L‘l~leill,
however, had picked on the wrong man and he received a cmshing
letter from I-Iaveloclr in reply. ‘ There must be an end‘, said Haveloek,
'10 tlleee proceedings at once. I wrote to you confidentially on the state
oEafl'airs.'&'ousentmehaeltalenerofcenaureofmymeasures,reproof
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and advice for the future. I do not want and will not receive any of
them fmm an officer under my command, be his experience what it
rnay. Understand this distinctly, and that a consideration of the obstruc-
tion that would arise to the public service at this moment alone pre-
vents me from talting the stronger step of placittg you under arrest.
You now stand warned. Attempt no further dictation. I have my own
reasons, which I will not communicate to anyone, and I alone arn
responsible for the course which I have pursued.‘

The reinforcements Haveloek expected to receive were, however,
required for worls elsewhere. He was informed by the commander-
in~c.hief that he oould erpect nothing for several weeks. The reasons
for this were that, on ay ]uly at Dinapur in Bihar, the sepoys, whom the
local commander had made no attempt to disarm, had mutinied and,
owing to inept handling, about 3,ooo of thcrn had got away almost
unscathed. The reinforcements so urgently needed by l-laveloclt had
to be diverted for the protection of towns in E-ihar and the Ganges
valley, in case the mutineers should cut communications with Calcutta.
All that was available was ryy men, barely stifftrient to malte up the
casualties in Haveloclt's own force.

Although Haveloek was no better oil", he was determined to move on
to Luclrnow and on 4 August he set out once again from Mangalwar.
On reaching Unao, he hmrd that the rebels were haclt in force at
Hsshiratgunj. Following roughly the same plan as before-—only this
time with more success--l-laveloclt attacked the rebels and drove them
out of the town. Again, pursuit was not possible, for Have-loflli W95
virtually without cavalry, a disadvantage which meant that the enemy
was often able to talre his guns with him.

The enemy now established itself at Nawabganj in some stzrength.
I-laveloclt did not pursue but halted to consider his nest move.
prospect before him was hardly reassuring. He was, for one thing.
without adequate maps of the country he was fh.totlEl1- l-I1
Calcutta, he hatl failed to i-ind any ertcepr a to-year-old rough sketch of
the road to Lucknow and, though a survey had been made some four
months before by the railway engineers, the plans had been lCIst_ili
Cawnpore. Havelocls’s scouts reported that hlawabgani was heavily
fortified and that there were fortified posts all along the road to Lucit-
now. A bridge over the river Sal had been broltefl. iflil ill": Cl-"'5"55l'1E W“
said to be defended by a force of 5o,ooo rebels. Haveloclt also helfil
of the mutiny of the Gwalior Contingent,which was threatening a move
on Kalpi and would endanger Cawnpore and the oommflflieitlfifl-1
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with Allahabad. it was also rumoured that the 1-chels from Dinaput
wctc advancing into Uudh.

Thc toad to Lucknow would thcn hc a fight all the way and at lcast
a third of l'|is forcc would hccnmc casualtics. This would lcavc Hat-'c~
loch ahout -goo tncn with whom to attach Luclcnow and its cncirciing
canal, narrow sttccts barricaded and cnttcnchod, with cs-cry housc a
sttongpoint. Thc countrysidc was full of anncd and hostilc ‘aillagcrs
lcd by their lancllotdsi Ahow: all, cholcta was amongst his forcc and
tncn wcrc dying cvcr]; hous. Havcloclt had no tcal altcniathtc but to
tctirc oncc again to Mangalwar. Hc consulted ‘thc only thtcc straii
ofliccts in my fotcc whom I cttcr consult confidcntially hut in whotnl
cntircly coniidc’. Thcy wctc '11[!.‘-il.fl.l.I‘.|]DU5ljl" of thc opinion that an
advancc to the walls of Luclsnow hwolstcs thc loss of this fotcc’.

On his tcturn to Mangalwar, Hatrcloclt wsotc to insidc thc
Rcsidcncy at Lucltnow: "Witch furthct dcfcncc hocomos inspossihlc,
do not ncgotlatc or napitulatc. Cut ‘four way out to Cawnporc’, a piocc
of advicc which, as will hc sccn, could not havc hccn taltcn.

By now, oomtnturlications with Cawnporc had improved oonsitlctablf.
A toad had been constsuctcd across the islands in thc civcr and a
of boats cstahlishcd hctwocn thcm. Boats lashed togcthcs‘ and cottctod
with planks had hccn prcpatcd to taltc otrcs thc artillcqr. In fact, thc
crossing of thc ritrct could hc cfl'cctcd with spccd and cfl-iciency. Ncvcs-
thelcss, Havcloclt did not wish to mosrc out of Oudh for hc hclicvcd,
rightly, that his ptcscncc thcrc ltcpt a large forcc of inutinccts away
from Lucknow and that a tct.-tcat, cacn for stratcgic purposcs, would he
considctcd a dcfcat hy potcntial tchcls.

In Cawnposc, Neill fclt himsclfin dangcr and asltcd for a detachment
to hclp him. Thc 41nd Nativc Infantry, which had tnutinicd at Saugotr,
was in fact within eight miles of l\lcill‘s fortificd position. Havcioclt
agreed, hut it was lcasncd that the nsutlnocrs had tctitcd. Thcn, on tt
Ptugust, Hcill scnt I-Iavcloclt thc following dcspatch:

clfltflfillfislhhiliflulillCiflllltp-¢flrdDflhflJj11ItCDD1¢ill,ln{lIEPUflI
that fout thousand ntco and fistc guns haw: assctnhlcd to-day at Hithttt
and thrcatcn Cawnporc. I cannot stand this; thc? will enter the town,
and out communications ate gonc; if I am not supported I can only hold
*1"-11¢ 11¢“; can do nothing hcyond out cntcenchnscnts. .|'i.ll thc country
bctwc-nnthis iiIl£l.JIi.llI.llilIiId willhcup,andourpowdcsa.ndntnn1unition
-Dfll'.l1B‘|lF'iI.]"I1P,l.E'lLl1l:l'|IlIllII1EI,i-BIfDEliJIUIC'Cl,dDB1Ifl'U'lI'|JlII-,W'iufi-ll
l11I‘UIl'l¢ll1lIl421$-DFtl'l:tfltfl]}",i11|il‘i\PE‘Ii'lll heinahadwajr.

Havc]ocltoonscqucndy'docidcdtoctossthctiacsandhad,infact,
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already sent across his supply train when his scouts reported a eonoen-
tration of .|.,ooo rebels at Bashiratgunj. To cross the rivet with such a
force in his rear would only be inviting attaclt. Cln thc afternoon of the
nth, Hayeloclt moved on Unao in heavy rain and prepared for the
third time to moye against Hashiratgunj. This time the situation was
yaricd by the mutineers entrenching a tillage about a mile and a half
in front of the town. The enemy position lay on thc main road and on
a mound some son yards from it. Both places were defended by artillery.
In between was what appeared to he flat ground ooyered with vegeta-
tion; it was actually a marsh. The ysth Highlanders, moving up to this,
were forced to attacls the guns from the front. This they did under
heayy fire and captured them. The rebel infantry behind the guns broke
and fled and the Highlanders tumcd thc guns on them and oomplctcd
the rout. After chasing the fleeing tehcls through the town, Haveloek
withdrew to Mangalwar and continued with the crossing of thc river
under torrential rain, hrealting the bridges as the last men passed oycr
on the I 5th.

Cholcta crossed the ciyer with them and dmths were so high that the
surgeon-general estimated that the whole force would be casualties
within sir weelts if they were not rested. Intelligence reports of s.,ooo
rebels collecting at Bithur made this impossible. I-laycloclt now had
about 35; men out of 1,415 disabled by sickness or wounds. ‘But’, he
wrote to the oonunander~in-chief, ‘I do not despair. I match tomorrow
against Bithur, but it seems advisable to loolt the evil in the face; for
there is no choice between reinforocmcnts and gradual absorption by
disease. The medical officers yesterday recommended repose; but I
cannot halt while the enetnylsccps thefield, and,intt'uth, ourhaa-ltb baa
sullicrcd less fearfally eyen in biuouac than in Cawnpore.'

It was decided that thc force, leasing behind only too men with
Neill at Cawnpore, should moye oil in the night of Iii"?-' -"5-"-1E‘-15'l~
Unfortunately, by the time the men were assembled it was within half
an hour of sunrise. 'I'hc march, and the engagement, were cartictl out
in blinding heat and there were many casualties from sunstroltc.

The enemy lay in front of Bithut, behind a plain ooyerod with
plantations of sugar-cane and castor-oil plants and interspcrsccl with
yillages. A stream, now so swollen as to be unfordahle, ran in front of
the town, cursed round, and joined the Ganges. The only access to tbs
town was across a narrow stone bridge wl1icb was oycrlooltod by high
ground with buildings beyond. For somc reason, instead of mlting up
tlteirposition behind thestreanr, the rebels baddone sointhe plalo,
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leaving themselves only the narrow bridge over which to retreat if it
should become necessary.

The attack was made by advancing in. direct echelon from the right.
the yttth Highlanders, the Fusiliers, and a battery facing the right wing.
and the tisth, 34th, the Sikhs, and a battery facing the left. Though the
rebel infantry was put to flight, the guns in well-masked enttenchments
continued to pour in heavy fire. At the point of the bayonet, the enemy
was finally driven across the bridge and through the town. ‘I must do
thc mutioeers justice ', wrote Haveloek in his dcspatch; ‘the justice to
pronounce that they fought obstinately; otherwise they could not for a
whole hour have held their own, even with such advantages ofground.
against my powerful artillery lire.’ Again I-laveloclds want of cavalry
prevented a pursuit. Though his little band of Volunteer Cavalry,
originally :3, now numbered So, he was unwilling to risk it in an
obviously too unequal contest. The force bivouacked for the night in
the garden of the former British Residency.

Haveloclds spies reported that a large detachment of rebels had left
the tnain body in retreat to Fataehgarhanrl were now within tr miles of
Cawnporc. Haveloek, fearing they might attaclr Neill and his tiny
position, immediately moved hack on Cawnpore during the morning of
ty August.

With. the engagement at Bithur, the first attempt to relieve Lucknow
was over. Haveloek must now wait for reinforcements and rest his
men. Though Haveloek had consistently won victories, it was to he sitt
weelrs before a new attempt could take place. His withdrawal across the
Ganges, though strategically sound, had a disastrous effect on the course
of the rebellion. Many local chicftains and landowners in Cluclh had.
for various reasons. not joined the rebels; they now decided to do so.
or were forced into unwilling support. From a military rebellion. the
situation in Eludh turned into what can only be described as a national
uprising. The entire province took up arms against the British.

3
Tris Road to Lurkrlaaw

Wlten Haveloek returned to tflawnpore on ty hug-ust, he found waiting
forhimacopyofthet'.Iai'na'nr Gqrflrofy hugustannounringthathc
had been superseded in his command by Major-General Sir James
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Dutram. bio ofii-rial communication had been made to him. Neverthe-
less, the appoinnrtent could hardly have come as a surprise to Haveloek.
He knew that Clutram, who had been his superior in Persia, was fol-
lowing him from there. Many historians of the ll-iutiny have made great
play of the 'supersession" of Haveloek as the action of a hard-hearted
government against him for not proceeding to Lucknow when he had
the opportunity. I"-lothing could be further from the truth. As the
scale ofwar increases, so docs tl1c ractit of the commanders in the field.
Haveloek commanded what could barely be described as a brigade.
EIIutram's command was to eovcr all troops above Dinapur-almost
the entire country between Calcutta and Agra.

Uutram left Calcutta on ti August and made his way slowly up
country, organizing the troops along the line. He arrived at Allahabad
on 1 Eieptember and left three days later, having despatchcd the jl.'l’l
Fusiliers, some dctaclunents of the bath and the Madras Fusiliers, and
a battery ofartillery ahead ofhim. He himself travelled with the goth
Light Infantry.

While Dutram was moving up country, Haveloek condoned his
Preparations for the advance on Lucknow. But his difficulties at Cawn-
pore were increasing. ‘With disease taking its steady toll, his effective
force now numbered fewer than yoo men. The rebel numbers were
growing daily. fin at August, he wrote to Sir Colin Campbell, the new
commander-in-chief sent out from England who had assumed oflice
four days previously:

-l tindl havenotsufliciendyetrplained rhedangerto whichl amerpo-sod,
should the enemy at Gwalior take the initiative, and move on Kalpi with
hisimposing force. It is to my left rear; ttndaforceisat the sametime
endeavouring to cross from Eludb to Fatebpur. This would cut in on
my rear, and prevent even the advance of my reinforcements. I have
senta steamer down to destroy his boats, but have no news of its success.
The Fanikhabad force wouldalso assail me in front, and this column,
hitherto triumphant, would be destroyed. The Gwalior force already on
the jumna is Eve thousand men with thirty guns. The force threatening
Fatebpur by D-alamo ghat, may at any moment, by the fall of Lucknow,
be swelled to twenty thousand, with all the disposable artillery of the
Province. The Farulrhabad force is twelve thousand men with thirty
guns. If I do not get any promise of reinforcement from your Estel-
lency by return of telegraph, 1 must retire at once towards l'llla.habad.
I luve no longer here a defensible entrcncbmentt lltfl \‘-1'11 '-'1'"! 15¢!‘ llfllflfi
taken in reverse by the enemy now assetnhling on the right bank of the
GI-ages. I amfortlteprescntenablcd togive [the men] shelter from the
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estremeinclemeney ofthe weather, andsomerepose, ociwhich they
stand in need; but sicitness continues to thin our ranlts: we lose men by
cholera to the number of live or sit daily.

‘Wills t,ooo or a,yoo men, however, Haveloclt felt be could hold his
position and defeat the enemy. Campbell irnmetliately promised rein~
forcements, which Clutrarn collected and sent up as he travelled to
Cawnpore. ‘When in fact they did arrive at Allahabad, the local oom-
mander tried to lseep them to protect his position against the Dinapur
mutineers but, on receipt of a peremptory telegram from Haveloek, be
allowed them to continue.

Cln ay August, Haveloclt bad received a letter from at Lucit-
now, in reply to Hsveloelfs suggestion that the force in the Residency
should ‘cut its way out’:

We have only a small force. This has caused me much uneasiness, as it is
quite impossible, with my wealt and shattered force, that I can leave my
defences. You rnust bear in mind how I am hampered; that I have up-
wards of rao sick and wounded, and st least aao women and about aso
children, and no oarriage of any desfiption, besides sacniiicing twenty-
three lahbs of treasure, and about thirty guns of sorts.

In consequenoe of the news received, I shall soon put this force on
half rations. Clur provisions will last us then till about the toth of
September.

If you hope to save this force, no time must be lost in pushing Ent-
ward. We are being attacked by the enemy, who are within a few
yards ofour defenses. Their mines have already weakened our post, and
I have every reason to believe they are mu-ying on others. Their rs-
poundersatewithin1joyardsoFsomeofourbatteries,a.ndErosn their
position, and from our inability to form working parties, we cannot
reply to them, and consequently the damage done hourly is very great-
My strength now in Europeans is yyo, and about yon natives, and the
men are dreadfully harassed; and, owing to part ofthe Residency having
been brought down by round shot, many are without shelter. Glut
native force having been assured, on Colonel Ty-tler‘s authority, of
your near approach some twenty-iive days ago, are nantrally losing
eonIitlenee,andiftheyleaveus,Idonotseehowthedefeneesaretobe
manned.

Ho delay could be allowed if the garrison at Lucknow was to be saved.
Because of the situation caused by the Dinaput mutioeers who were

reputed to be approaching Allahabad under the command of Koer
51"Eh*-Th", Ihfiflgb Bo years of age, was to prove one of the few
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military talents on the rebel side-Clutram replied to Haveloclt that
he would not be as many men with him as he had hoped.
Furthermore, he oould not leave Allahabad before 5 September. Dut-
ram proposed to do the t to-mile journey in sis days, but was persuaded
by Haveloek not to attempt it because of the beat. This advioc did not
reach Clutrarn until he had begun to march, and he had lost some so
men of the goth disabled by fatigue and disease. In slower marches,
Dutram at last arrived at Cawnporc on I1

fin his arrival, t.}utram—who had been appointed chief oommis-
sioner for Uudh, i.e. the highest civil‘ authority as well as military
comrnander—did something which was both foolish and illegal.
‘ifiitltout any authority from the government, he issued the following
order:

The important duty of relieving the garrison of Lucknow had been
first entrusted to Brigadier-General Haveloek, C..B., and Major-t3enetal
Duttam feels that it is due to that distinguished oflicer, and to thesn-enu-
ous and noble exertions which he has already msde to ell-'ect that obiect,
that to him should accrue the honourofthe achievement.

Itiajor-General Dutram is confident that this great end for which
Brig-adier—General I-Iaveloclt and his brave troops have so long and
gloriously fought will now, under the blessing of Providence, be
accomplished.

The lhllaior-General, therefore, in gratitude for, and admiration of, the
brilliant deed ofarms achieved by Brigadier-General Haveloclt, and his
gallant troops, willcheerfnlly waive his ranlt in favour of that officer on
this occasion, and will accompany the force to Lucknow in his civil
capacity as chief commissioner of Cludh, tendering his rnilita.ry servioes
to Brigadier-General I-Iaveloelt as a volunteer.

Clo the relief of Lucknow, the Maior-General will resume his posi+
l:ion at the head ofthe forces.

Though this ‘rare and noble act of generosity ', as one historian of
the Mutiny described it, was later confirmed by the con1mander-in-
chief, the responsibility oould not be passed on and Dutrarn did in fact
interfere with Haveloek when he felt it necessary; but unfortunately,
he did not insist on his ‘advice’ being taken. It is worth pointing out
that Clutram was not really a soldier at all and had little esperience of
sfltnmand in the field. During the first half of the nineteenth century
(and after], many soldiers had been detached for political duties on the
new frontiers as the Indian empire espautled. Outram's was such a
ta-It. He was, however, a man of oonsidrrahle courage, intelligence
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and decision—-the qualiti most required, and so often lacking, at this
ume.

With the arrival of Uutram, the British force now numbered 3,119
men, of whom 1,338 were European infantry. The cavalry was still
gravely under strength at 163, but it had at least been doubled. Have-
loclt’s original force, the listh, yllth, Bath, the Madras Fusiliers, and the
Sikhs, was now augmented by the jtll Fusiliers and the goth Light
Infantry. There were three batteries of artillery, Maude's, Clliphant's,
and Eyre’s, the first being of the Queen's and the other two of the
Company's army. The force was divided into two brigades, one underthe
comtnand of Neill and the other led by Brigadier Hamilton of the ytlth
Highlanders. The artillery was under the command of Major Cooper.

I-Iavelock’s preparations had included the construction of special
carriages, each pulled by to bulloclts, to transport four iron boats for
use in crossing the rivers Sai and Gurnti. The enemy was said to have
B,ooo men and ill guns solidly entrenched at Havcloclc's old position at
Mangalwar, which threatened the crossing of the Ganges. It was
derided, after reconnaissance, to reconstruct the bridge of boats across
the islands at the site of the original crossing and this was accomplished
without any attack by the rebels. Cin rs September, without opposition,
three guns of ItIaude's battery crossed the Gauges, but they were
soon engaged by the enemy's guns. An artillery duel lasting three
hours silenced the latter, and on the following day the force crossed
over the river. On the same day, a letter dated to September was
received from Inglis inside the Regency. It was brought by a native
pensioner named Ungud, and reported continued attaclts by the rebels
and a serious shortage of food.

Heavyrainfellonthenigbtofthe tgth andtbewholeofthencrt
day was give: over to preparation for the march and the crossing of
the river by the heavy guns of Eyre"s battery. Reconnaissance showed
ills! '-‘lit enemy was still at ltiangalwar and, at t a.m. on the rrst, the
forced movedolfinthatdirection.'l}nrcachingthevillage,itwasseen
that the enemy right lay in the village and a walled enclosure, while
their centre and left were covered by a line of breast-works behind
"fill:-11:1: were sited sis guns; the position was bisected by the high road.

ock opened Ere with his heavy goon, suppot-tori by the yth
Fusiliers as A body of cavalry, personally oommanded by
U'utra.m,cl1arg-edinblindingrainontheflankanddrovetbeeascmy
along the road to Bashirargtmj, rro and capturing two guns.

The force moved forward and bivouacked for the night at Bashirat-
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guoj which had been deserted by the rebels, and next day, as Scptetus
bcr,m.-srchsdinadclugeoftaintothchanirs ofthcSa.i.1ntheit£l.ight,
the tchcls had failod to destroy the bridge and had left the defensiye
position before it unrnsnnod. Hayelock's force crossed the river and
camp-ed at Bani, some 16 miles Etom Lucknow. There hc fired a salyo
ofartillcry,iothehopcthatitwouldheheardinthcI::eleagu¢tod
Residcney—hut it was not, as the rcbcls werc still shelling the dcfenoes.

Thenertt day, foodwas served beforethe rnaxchbegamasitwas
bciictrsd that this would he a. day of intcosiyc fighting. At B.;o the
forced moved off. The rain had stopped, but the air was steaming and
close, without thc slightcsl: wind. Since sis: o'clock, the guns which
had been pounding all night at the Residency had stopped, and this
seemed to indicate that the heavy guns were being moved to defend
the city Erorn the invading force.

For some time, there was no sign ofthe enco1y;thcn the advance
foro: reached the -vicinity of the Alambagh, the ‘Garden of the World’,
about four miles south of Luelmow. This plessuxe garden of the ltings
of Dudb was enclosed by a high wall with rorrets at each sngic. Inside
was a paslt, with n latgc palaoc and a numhst of smaller buildings.

The enemy's line cstended for about two miles. The left rcstod on the
Alambagh and the right and centre were drawn up behind a chain of
hilloclrs. Ten thousand men and 1,yo-o esyah-y were estimated to man
thc enemy positions. I-Iayeloclt decided to turn their right flank but
the enemy was placed behind a marsh which meant a very wide circuit
to avoid it. As the force rnoved off, a heavy battery of 14-poundets and
two cight-inch howitscrs shclled the enctny positions. Enomy gl-105.
maslted by trees, now opened up on the infantry and casualties werc
heavy until these batteries were silcnocd. The British guns were also
1!’;-1€lJ.¢fi on the enemy cavalry, which broke in confusion under a bail of
5 L

Theenemywassooniofullretreat. Attempting tomalatastandon
the walls of the Alamhagb, thcy were driycn out by the 5th Fusiliers.
U\ItIam,againieadingthecayaJry,pursuedtherebclsasfaIasth:
chillalgh bridge oyes the canal on the southern edge of thfi Cit? bl-11»
as it was heavily defendtd, he withdrew to join the nrnin forts Hf-"T
biyouacited in the Aiamhagh after coming under fire from the enemy's
guns.

The force now faoed thc city and, enliyeotd by the as yct uncom-
firmed news tbarfieihihadfallentotheflritish, prepared to rtlitvs I111!
Residency.
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The city of Lucknow covered an area of some 1: sqtlare miles. ns it
bad been the capital of an independent state before annesation in 1355,
it was full of public buildings, palaces, mosques and temples. The
buildings themselves were a rnirture of East and ‘West. The rulers of
Cludh had collected Western pictures and furniture and their buildings
had a European loolt about them. Along the right banlt of the ritrer
Gurnri, whose general direction was from the north~west, there was a
line, with occasional branches ofl', of palaces and public In
the centre of these lay the Chuttur Munai], the old palace nearer to the
riyer, and the Kaisarbagh, the new palace some distance from it. To
the south-east, surrounded by parks and open ground, were the
Dillrnsha palace and La lt'!'_arti.niére—a school for European boys. To
the north-west was the Residency, on a raised plateau close to the
river. Further up-riyer was the old fort of the hiachchi Bhawan, in
which lawrence had had the tnagazinc blown up before retiring into
the Residency. Beyond that lay a suburb of fine houses belonging to
the princes and state officials ending in a garden and country house
known as the Muss Bagh. To the south and west of the line of oflicial
buildings lay the city, without walls, but bounded on the south-east,
south, and south-west by a canal, across which the Cbarbagh bridge
carried the main road from Cawnpore through Lucknow to the south-
east corner of the Residency. The canal (see plan, page r :3] formed the
curved base of a triangle with the Residency in the north-west angle
and, as the other two sides, the line of palaces and the Cawnpore road.
In a direct line, it was less than two miles from the Charbagh bridge
to the Residency. Across the riycr was a smaller town joined by a stone
bridge across the Gurnti at the ldachcbi Hhawan, a little upstreamfrom
ii-"'= R¢*ld='1¢? by an iron bridge, and below the Chotnrr blunail by a
bridge of boats. Lucknow city itself was a warren of foetid streets
whose buildings, as we have seen, flowed right up to the edge of the
Residency area.

The problem before Hayeloclr was to discover the quickest way to
1111 Residency and one which would afford the least chance ofheayy
casualnes. Most of :4 September was spent in considering plnnl for
the attack. Three ways of reaching the Residency were discussed. The
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first led from the Charbagh bridge through the city for about a mile
and ahalfditcctto theliailey Guard gate. But this road had been cut
across with trenches and both sides were lined with loop~holed houses
strongly held by the rebels. This route was abandoned bcmusc of thc
inescapable loss of life that would result from trying to forces way
along it. The second plan of approach would be to move to the right
of the Alarnbagh towards the Dilltusha palace and past, seize the walls
and defensive positions and, under cover of them, bridge the Gumti and
move round the city, crossing again by the iron bridge under the
protection ofthe guns in the Residency. This plan had many advantages.
The rivet would give protection as the troops moved towards the
Residency, and the streets to be traversed would not be as built-up as
those in the main city, not were the houses much more than mud buts.
Near the iron bridge—-about r,aoo yards away-and still on the north
banlt of the river, stood a palace enclosed in a walled garden, known
as the Padshah B-agh, which offered an admirable defensive position
for the troops to assemble in before crossing thc It-I115-’lfl-i115 5'35’ T1555
between the iron bridge and the Residency.

Llnformnarely, circumstances were such as to cancel out thc obvious
advantages of this plan. Three days of continuous rain had so soaked
into the ground that it might be impossible to move the artillery across
country. Outram, forgetting that he was just a ‘volunteer’, insisted
that the plan be abandoned. A few days‘ wait in the Alambagh E-lflhi
have made all the cliflirrencc, for the rain had stopped, but til‘-5 511111-
tion of the defenders in the Residency was rapidly deteriorating and
my delay might mean that the native troops, loyal throughout the siege,
would desert that relief was hopeless.

Ctutram-—whc certainly lmew the lie of the land, as he bad been both
resident and chief commissioner in Lucknow before the Mutiny-—said
till! the best way was to cross the -[Iharhagh bridge lfllil W Pffli-‘Ed
along the left banlt of the canal to the group of pllflvfi Whlfh 113' =1"
of the Residency. This plan suflicred to some estent from the same
objections as the first. The rebels were well enuenched in houses over-
lflfllting the route. It was, however, the plan adopted. The WEBER‘-
slclr and wounded were to be left in thc Alambagh under the protetflflll
of sir officers, 4: non-commissioned ofliccrs, and 15° Bfltlih
E-Iavcloclr insisted that the sq.-poundcrs should accompany the relieving
UTEE.
fin the morning of :5 September, after a mesh ii“ ll5'"i'=_"f"5

up ready to move. Each man bad so rounds of amrnuotuoo 111 bla-
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pouch and a similar number per man was loaded on to camels. While
Hayeloclt was hrealtfasting, Clutratn ioincd him and told Hatreloclt
that the plan should be modified and tl1at die decision to divert one
brigade to the right should be abandoned, and that both brigades should
proceed to the Eharbagb direct. As the generals sar at table, a 5|-pound
shot hit the ground fiye yards away and bounced oaer their heads.

Between 3 antl p a.m. tame the order to advance. Dutram commanded
the leading brigade with all the artillery and Haveloek toolr the rear.
The first brigade had scarcely moved off when it was rnet by heavy I-ire
from in front and on either flank. ‘The enerny’, wrote Uutrana, ‘had
on that occasion flanked his road under coyer of long high grass, and
a murderous lite was poured on the column from a ClDUblC*-Etflttjffll
house, full of rnoslreteers, and from the loop-hoied walls of the large
surrounding gardens, from two guns that ralred the road from the right
flank, and another that commanded [the] front.’ But the brigade pushed
through to teach the bridge. Here the rebels had decided to nuke a
stand. The bridge was covered by sin gtma on the Lucknow side of the
canal, one being a 14-pounder. Very heavy lite from the houses and
from the walled enclosure of the Charbagh forced the brigade to a halt-
Maude brought up his guns, but the breadth of the road would only
allow for two and these were not enough to silence the enemy artillery-
In the meanwhile, Uutram with one regiment turned aside to clear the
Charbagh enclosure. hieill, who commanded in Elutram‘s ahsenee.
decided to order a charge, and one oil-leer and 1o men of the Madras
Fusiliers ran forward on to the bridge. The enemy, thinl-ting this was
the main column, fired with grape, killing almost every man, leaving
only Haveloclfs son alone on the bridge. The rrrain force now rushed
forward and toolt the enemy's guns before they could reload. Outram
then reappeared and crossed the bridge. The yith Highlanders were
sent forward along the Cawnpore road while the captured guns and
ammunition were thrown into the 1:"-trial. The remainder of the force
turned to the right into a narrow lane. The yflth managed to hold their
position until the remainder of the baggage, the wounded and followers
erosscd the bridge and were then withdrawn to the main body.

T113. ilrirting the left bank of the canal, tooaing siowly but with
little opposition, had reached a point between the Moti Mahal and the
fflfmer were-house of the yand. Between here and the Residency. a
distance of about three-quarters of a mile, was concentrated an im-
mense numberof the enemy. At the Begum Kothi and the stables a stand
was made, but the attaelsing force's heavy guns bro-lte it up. Under very
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hravyfire from thewalls of1:b¢H.Ii.sHIba.gh,the force crossedabridge
andhaltetlundertheshelterofawall sothat tbelongcolumnwinding
its way through the narrow streets could close up. The yllth, which
had lost its way—and had captured the battery in the l{aisarbagh—
now reioioed the column. The position of the main force was
now about you yards from the Residency and near the Farhat Balrhsh
palace.

blight was Ealling and the heavy guns, the wounded, the baggage,
and the rearguard were still some way behind the first column. Clutram
prepared to call a halt and a few hours’ rest. ‘I proposed a halt’, he
wrote to Sir Colin Campbell, ‘of only a few hours’ duration in order
to enable the rearguard to come up-, by which time the whole foroe
would have occupied the Chuttur Munzil in security, which we were
then holding, and from which we could have efilected our way to the
Residency by opening communications through the intervening palaces}
in a less brilliant tnanner, it is true, but with comparatively little loss.‘

Haveloek, however, decided on instant advance. Duttam, who had
interfered before, this time chose not to and Haveloek had his way.
Clutram—though wounded in the arrn—-and Haveloclt placed them-
selves at the bead of the oolumn and advanced towards the Residency.
ns they made their way through an archway, a rebel shot Neill in the
held and killed him. The loop-holed houses were full of rebels, deep
trenches had been cut across the street, volley after volley was fired
ltltu the column, causing heavy casualties. ‘ht length’, Hayelfllili
recorded, ‘ we found ourselves at the gates of the Residency, and entered
ltl the darlt in triumph. Then came three cheers for the leaders, and the
lo? of the half-furnished garrison, who, however, contrived to regale
toe, not only with beef cutlets, but with moelt-turtle soup and cham-
Plane.‘ The scene in the Residency was described by one of those
who had waited anxiously for relief.

‘E’-‘nee fairly area, all our doubts and fears regarding them were ended;
and then the garri.son's long pent-up feelings of anriety and suspense
halter forth in a succession of deafening cheers. From every Pit. "mi-Th
and batter-y—-from behind the sand bags piled on shattered houses-
from every post still held by a few gallant spirits, rose cheer on cbeer—-
="i'\‘=tl from the hospital many of the wounded crawled forth to loin in
that glad shout of welcome to those who had so bravely tome tfl <11-ll‘
leliatance. It was a moment never to be forgotten. The delight of the
Bret gallant I-Iigh|a.ndere, who had fought twelve battles to enioy thst
meruentofec|taey,andinthelartfourdayshadloeta1.ivlna'of1heII



THE SECOND SIEGE

number, seemed to ltuow no bounds. The General and Sir jaroes
Cluttam had entered Dr Favrerls house, and the ladies in the garrison
and their children crowded with intense eattzitemetlt into the porch to
see their deliverers. 'I'he Highlanders rushed forward, the tough,
bearded warriors, and shook the ladies by the hand with loud and
repeated gratulacions. Theft tool: the children up into their arms, and
fondly caressing them, passed them from one to another in turn. Then,
when the first burst of enthusiasrn was over, they rnournfully turned to
speak among themselves of the beavv losses they had sustained, and to
inquire the names of the numerous comrades who had fallen on the way.

After five long months, the Residency had at last been relievedt
But out of the t,ooo men who had tnarehed out of the fi.latnbagh that
rooming, 31 oil-icers and 5o4 men had been lcilled or wounded, many
of them because of the unwillingness of Outtarn to overrule Haveloek
on the question of the final advance through the streets of Lueltnow.

Io
T15: Second Siege

During the night of as September, several hundred of I-laveloelfs men
lav outside the Residency between the Hailey Guard and the adjacent
buildings. Tilt-'5' were moved in neat day, but it was not until the nigh!
of the riith that the reatguard also entered the Residency area. The
behaviour of the relieving column had been characterized by heroism,
ED‘!-‘Inge, and intliliercnt geueralslflp. As Maude, the -o:ElFlcc1',
wrote afterwards: ‘It is difiicult to resist the conclusion that the affair
was a muddle, however gloriously conducted, from beginning to end.‘
It was the original intention of the government that the Residency
t-hould be evacuated, but with the loss of such a high proportion of the
Force such action became impossible.

“mull? the whole of the campaign to suppress the Mutiny su.tl’ered
f1'fi11'l Hlilimqr incompetence of one sort or another. Feeble leadership,
chronic indecision, over-etnodonal appremttion of facts, and chaotic
fltsmlwfiva Eiare out osm the Cleepaltliee. Inside the Residency, for
‘=“mP1Qs lflglis had been appealing for help because he believed himself
liked wlth imminent starvation. But a search by one of the relieving
loft: discovered a huge swimming-hath below the Residency packed
with suflictent supplies to maintain even the enlarged garrison for two
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months. Lawrence had stoclted it, but tlte commissariat officers ltncw
nothing about it.

fin :6 September, CI'|.1tra.rn—-not before titne—resumcd military
command, and the force in the Residency was reorganized. Inglis was
put in command of one division centred on the Residency area proper,
and Haveloclr assumed responsibility for the palaces and buildings to
the rnst which now formed an extended area of defence. Troops now
occupied the Farhat Baltbsh and Cltuttor ll-lunzil palaces and their
enclosures. Hut the line was not suited for easy defence. It was ‘a line
ofgardens, courts and dwelling-houses, without fortified terriers, with-
out defences, and closely connected with the buildings of the city . . .
and it was esposed to a close and constant musltetry fire from loop-
holed walls and windows, often within thirty yards, from every lofty
building within rifle range, and from a frequent and desultory lire of
round shot a.nd grape from guns posted at various distances, from
seventy to live hundred yards’.

The garrison soon found itself isolated, cut off from the city and from
troops remaining in the Alannbagh. On a October, Clutram was
forced to write that ‘his hopes of a re-action in the city had been
disappointed. The insurgent sepoys bad inspired such terror among all
classes, that he had not been able to communicate with a single inhabi-
tant of Lucltnow since his arrival’. An attempt by the cavalry to brealt
out and reach Cawnpore was greeted by such heavy lire that it had to
be abandoned.

Uutrarn was particularly concerned with the position of the small
force left in the Alambagh. fin attempt to open conunuuicatious with
it by breaking through houses along the Cawnpore road was given up
and a semaphore signalling device was later setupinstead. Thenetttsir.
‘uteelts were spent in what can only be described as an underground
war; of mine and counter-mine. ‘I am aware’, wrote Clutratn in a des-
patcb, ‘of no parallel to our series of mines in modern war. Twenty-
cnc shafts, aggregating two hundred feet in depth and _t,r5|t feet of
gallery, have been executed. The enemy advanced twenty mines
against the palaces and outposts; of these they esploded three which
caused us loss of life, and two which did no injury; seven have been
blown in, and out of seven others the enemy have been driven and their
galleries talten possession of by our miners.’

Despite the failure to open a route to the Alatnbaglt, messengers
Wereabletopassto and fro between there andtbeResidency.fi-no
Uttcbercaniecenfirmationofthe capture effieihiand on 11 tktoher
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information arrived that the column from there under Hope Grant had
reached Cawnpore. Messages were written in Greek characters to outwit
the sepoys. ‘You aslt me to write in English character ’, said Clulram to
one of his ollioers. ’ So would the enemy wish me to do so. As the only
security against their understanding what we write in case our letters
fall into their hands, the Greek character sear! be used.’ A pleasing
proof that an English classical education has at least one advantage.

Days and nights of mining and counter-rnining continued, inter-
sp-arsed with an occasional sortie against the besieging sepoys, but on
6 November it was reported that Hope Grant had crossed the Sal river
aodwasencampedat Bani whetehewastoawaitrhearrivalofSir
Colin Campbell from Cawnp-ore. Clutram had sent out to the Alam-
bagh a despatch for Campbell containing plans of the city and his own
suggestions for the attack. Itwas at this stage thataseuraphore signalwas
established between the Residency and the Alambagh. Instructions for
sending a semaphore, according to Guhbins, ‘were fortunately found
under the hmd “Telegraph” in the Penny C_.'_rcic_pard'rIa in my library’!

Dutram was fully aware that plans and advice were no real substitute
for the personal explanations which could be given by someone who
knew the city and the dispositions of the sepoys at first hand. The
diliiculry was to find a European who could get through the lines
without discovery. A clerk in one of dte civil oiiioes, one Thomas
Henry Kavanagh, volunteered to rnalte his way to Bani disguised as a
native, a somewhat difficult venture as he was very tall and had golden-
blond halt. Neverthels, stained with lampblack mired with oil,
wearing suitable clothes, and accompanied by a native spy in Dut-
ram’s employ, be left the Residency at nine o'clock in the evening of 9
November and reached C'.ampbell's force the nest morning. For this
exploit, Kavanagh was awarded the first civilian ’i"ictoria Cross, the
sum of ,[r,coo, and a position in the civil service.

I r
Tris Fine! Relief

While Ciutram and Haveloek bad been moving on Lucknow, Colin
Campbell had remained behind to organise the forces under his corn-
mand for the final suppression of the Mutiny. Much had been done
before his arrival by the out-going comlrtander-in-chief] Patrick Grant.
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The most important need of the new army was for horses. Large
numbers of well-mounted rebel cavalry roamed the countryside and
there was hardly any cavalry to oppose them, Flour, too, was scarce
as the part of India producing was cut off from the east and west,
and it had to come from overseas. Campbell had also to face the fact
that, though British forces had got through to Cawnpore and were on
their way to Lucknow, nothing had been done to pacify the areas they
had so hurriedly passed through.

It had been Camphclfs intention to deal with these problems first,
before moving on Dudh, but the news that Elutram was unable to
break out of the Residency again made him decide to join up with the
oolumn marching from Delhi and attack Lucknow. The latest informa-
tion from tbe Residency was that the garrison w perilously short of
food. This we now know was not true, but Campbell was lcss accur-
ately informed. In marching directly to Lucknow because of this, he
nearly met with disaster.

Campbell was also faced with the problem of commanders. ‘With
Nicholson dead at Delhi and Havcloclt immured in Lucknow, only
Hope Grant remained at his There was no alternative before
the commander-in-chief but to take the field himself. On 11 October,
Campbell with his chief of staif, Mansfield, left Calcutta and on 3,
November arrived at Cawupore where he had previously sent General
Wmdham to command. Windham, who had fought in the Crimea and
who had the reputation of being a fighting general, was without any
experience of India whatsoever. At Cawnpore, the 55rd Foot and the
95rd Highlanders were already assembling.

Campbell was a soidier of very considerable experience and achieve-
ment. He had made his way without the help of money-—for he had
none. He had fought in thc Peninsular gn,the Anglo—!Lmerica.n
war of tile, China, the Sikh wars, on the Nonh-West Frontier, and in
the Crimea. In the last campaign, he had commanded the Highland
Brigade and was the victor of the battle of the ."‘.lma. Though fij years
old with 49 years of service behind him, he still retained vigour of
mind and body, and above all held the confidence of his men.

‘U11 tr November, Campbell reviewed his men at camp on the Uudh
banlt of the Ganges. The occasion was described by an ofl-icer who was
present:

The scene was steilring. The small army was drawn up in qIJa.'ttet'-r;li.I:-
taneeoolumnsintheceatreo-favast plaiu,surrnunrlerl by w~oods.Clr|
the edge of these the pickets were posted. A mere handful it seemed.

to;



THE FINAL RELIEF

The guns of the troops and batteries who came down from Delhi,
looked blacltened and service-worn, but the horses were in good condi-
tion, the harness in perfect repair, the men awarthy, and evidently in
perfect fighting trim. The pth Lancers, with their blue unifonns and
white turb-ans twisted round their forage caps, their iiagless lancer,
lean but hardy horses, and gallant bearing, looked the perfection of a
cavalry regiment on active service. Wild and bold was the carriage of
the Sikh cavalry, riding untamed-looking steeds, clad in loose fawn-
coloured robes, with long boots, blue or red turbans and sashes, and
armed with carbine and sabre. Nest to them were the worn and wasted
remains of the Bth and ',|I'jlf.l‘.|.,, clad entirely in slate-coloured cloth.
With a weatied air, they stood grouped around their standards-war,
stripped of its display, in all its nakedness. ‘Then the and and 4th Punjab
Infantry, ta.ll of stature, with eager eyes overhung by large twisted rur-
bans, clad in short, sand-coloured tunics-men swift to ma.rcb and for-
ward in the fighr—arnbitious bod: of glory and of loot. Last stood,
many in numbers, in tall and serried ranlrs, the pyrd Highlanders. A
waving sea. of plumes and tart-ans they looked as, with loud and raptur-
ous cheers, which rolled over the field, they welcomed their veteran
commander, the chief of their choice. It was curious to mark the dif-
ference between the old Indian troops and the Highlanders in their
reception of Sir Colin. Anxious and iired was the gare of the former as
he rode clown their ranles—-rnen evidently trying to measure the leader
who had been sent to thern from so far. Enthusiastic beyond eapressiofl
was his reception by the latter. You saw at once that to him was
accorded their entire confidence-that, under him, they would go any-
where and do anything.

In all, Campbell's force numbered 5,.4.oo men including the Naval
Brigade under the command of Captain William Peel, made up of
sailors and marines of the Royal Navy armed with eight heavy guns and
two rocket-launchers mounted on light carts.

With very little opposition, the force arrived at the Alambagh on r a
November. His chief engineer now advised Campbell to take the
route originally suggested by Havelock—to cross the river Gurnti and
enter the Residency by the iron bridge--which had been abandoned
because the heavy rain had made the movementof impossible.
Campbell, however, preferred to take Cluttam's advice and work
through the Dillrusha park, some five miles east of the Alatnhagh.
acrossthecanalueartiteliiartiniere {sceplan,page 113) audthenthrottgh
the 5-ecundrabagh and the garden close to the river. By going this way.
Campbell oould avoid the narrow streets in which Haveloek’: force
had suffered so much.
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With further reinforcements and the garrison in the Alambagh,
Campbell now commanded nearly 5,ooo men and 49 guns. These were
placed under the general direction of Hope Grant. They were divided
into live brigades, lIl'l£ first-—the Naval Brigade and artillery—com-
mandcd by Brigadier Crawford; the second, cavalry composed of two
squadrons of the pth Lancers and one each of the rst, and, and jth

Cavalry, as well as Hudson's Horse, under the command of
Brigadier Little; and three infantry brigades. The first of these three was
commanded by Brigadier Greathed and consisted of the remnant of
the sth Foot, a battalion of detachments of regiments shut up in the
Residency, and of the and Punjab Native Infantry; the second, led by
Brigadier Adrian Hope and the strongest of them all, consisted of tbs
card Highlanders and a wing of the 5 3rd, the 4th Punjab Native
Infantry, and a weal-r battalion of detachments; and the third was
made up of the card Fusiliers and a detachment of the Band under the
command of Brigadier Russell. Hope Grantwas appointed brigadicr-
general.

Cln rs November, Campbell was ready to move. The advance guard
set otf at 9 a.m. marching to the right of the Alambagh through thc
fields, crossing several roads leading to the city, until they came to
the walls of the Dillrusha park. The rebels up to this point oiliered no
opposition, but as the forward troops approached the wall they were
met by heavy matchlock-fire. Artillery brought up from the rear soon
silenced this and the British moved through the park, over the crest of
a plateau, to the hiartiniere. This operation took nearly two hours.
At the Martinitre, a small force of rebels utmcd two guns on the
advancing British cavalry, but before they could produce much effect
were silenced by British guns hurriedly brought forward. A battalion
of British infantry then moved up and tbe rebels hastily evacuated the
Martini-ere and mutated across the canal with cavalry in pursuit.

Campbell now proceeded to garrison the hlardnierc with l1l'll'.t fourth
brigade commanded by Adrian Hope and a troop of horse artillery,
and the fifth brigade was posted in front of thc lvlartirtiere on the left,
while the cavalry brigade and battery of guns occupied a line from the
canal to the wail of the Dilkusha. Later in the afternoon, two villages
on the canal were occupied to cover the left of the British position. At
llll-ii 5'29-gt, the rebels appeared to be massing foran attack and d1e enemy,
Creeping down to the canal, opened fire on the two newly occupied
villages. But shots from the battery drove then back to the city. The
cavalry now withdrew to the hlarriniere and the whole force was
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ordered to bivouac for the night. At 5 p.m. the rebels attempted another
assault but this was repulsed and the bridge over the canal at Haarat-
gungewastakenandapostplacedonthecity side.TheBritisb.then
settled down for the night, which was undisturbed.

The following day was spent in bringing up the heavy baggage and
stores to the Dilkusha park and all the heavier eliircts of the soldiers
themselves were left there so as not to the advance to the
Residency. The baggage convoy of the pyrd Highlanders was under
constant attack as it moved, and it was not until the zrllth that it was
able to make its way to the camp at the Dilkusha though it had started
oil’ at roughly the same time as the other troops.

With the aid of a semaphore on the roof of the Dilltusha palace.
Campbell informed Ciutrarn that he would move on the rtith and Clut-
ram made preparations to open his defences and advance to join him.
Early on dre rdth Campbell crossed the dry bed of the canal, moved
along without opposition for a mile along the bmlr of the Gutnti
through thickly wooded enclosures, and approached the Secundrahagh.
Until now, the rebels bad been diverted by a number of feinting move-
ments and artillery fire into believing that the atmck would be at quite
another place, but as the British approached the huts surrounding thc
5-ecnndrabagh the enemy observed them and opened fire.

The Campbell reported in his desp-arch, was ‘a high-
walled enclosure of strong masonry, of rro yards square, and carefully
loop-holed all round’. He went on:

Dpposite to it was a village, at a distance ofa hundred yards, whichwas
also loop-holed and filled wids men. C!-n the head of the column advanc-
inguptbelaud to thelefrofthe Seeundrabagh, fire was opened onus-
The infantry of the advanced guard was quickly thrown in skirmishing
order to line a banlt to the right. The guns were pushed rapidly onwards.
via: Captain Blunt's troops, Bengal horse artillery, and Captain Travers’
royal artillery heavy field battery. The troop passed at a gallop Lbrougit a
cross fire from the village and 5-ccondrabagh, and opened fire within
easy nruslrerry range in a most manner. As soon as they could be
pitched up a stiff banlt, two eighteen-pounder guns under Captain
Travers were also brought to bear on the building. While this was being
effected, the leadiug brigade of infantry, under Brigadier the Honourable
Adrian Hope, coming rapidly into action, caused die loop-holed village
to be abandoned, die whole fire of the brigade being directed on the
Secundrabagh. After a time a large body of the enemy who were holding
ground to the left ofour advance were driven by parties of the ygrdsnd
gyrrl, two of Captain Blunt‘: guns aiding the movement. The l-Iigh-
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landers pursued their advantage, and seized the barraclts, and irru:nedi-
ately converted it into a military post, the yyrrl stretehingiu along line
ofskirmishersintheopenpla-i.in,anddriyin,gtheeuemybei'orethetn.
The artaclt on the Seeondrabagh had now been proceeding for about an
hourandahalf, when itwas determinedtottlltetheplacebystotrn
throughasmallopeningwhichhadbeenrnade.'I'hiswasdoneinthe
most brilliant manner by the remainder of the Highlanders, and the
Hid, and the 4th Punjab iniantxy, supported by a battalion of detach-
ments under ll-{aior Barnston. There netrer was a bolder feat ofarms, and
thelossinElictedoutheeuenty,a£terrheentranueoftheSet1tndrahagh
was eEFectrd,was in1tuertse—-nJoretha.ntwotho1.1sando~ftl1ee|t-cnay were
afterwards carried out.

The Highlanders, according to Sergeant Forbes-Mitchell of the 95rd,
had their pipers with them who, as the assault tool: place, ‘struck. up the
Highland Charge, called by some Tin Htugtliu gffirsmdrfl and by others
U1: mi’ the Tm'¢ss_the famous charge of the great Montrose when he
led his Highlanders so often to tdctory’. ‘iiihen all was otter’, Forbes-
Mitchell adds, ‘and Sir Colin complimented the pipe-major on the way
he had played, ]ohn said, "I thought the boys would fecht better wi’
the national music to cheer them“."

The shortest road to the Residency from the now captured Secundra-
bagh ran directly westwards across a plain about t,too yards wide.
‘About three hundtod yards along this road there is a small village,
with garden enclosures round it; while about two hundred and fifty
yards Further on, and one hundred yards to the right of the road stood
the Shah Tulajaf, a large mosque, situated in a garden enclosed by a high
loop-holed wall. This wall is nearly square and very strong. Between it
and the plain is a thick fringe of jungle and enclosures, with trees, and
scattered mud cottages, which malte it impossible to get a distinct view
of the place until you come close on it. Between it and the Sccundrabagh,
amidst jungles and enclosures, to the right of the little plain, was a
building on a high mound called the Kaddam Ras:.tl.' Campbell now
decided that, as the sun was beginning to set, the Shah l'-lajaf must be
taken. This was a diliicult and dangerous taslt. Campbell recorded in
his dcspatch:

The Shah Najaf is a domed mosque with a garden, of which the most
had been made by the rnerrtyt The wall of the enclosure of the mosque
was loop-holed with great care. The entrance to it had been covered by
aregularworlrinmasoru-y,andthetop ofthehuildingwascrowned
withapurapet. FromthisandEromthedefencesinthega.tden,an
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unceasing lire of rnusltetty was ltept up from the commencement of the
attaclt. The position was defended with great resolution against a heavy
cannonade of three hours. It was then stormed in die boldest manner by
the yard Highlandem, under Brigadier Hope, supported by a battalion
of detachments under lvlajor Barnston, who was, I regret to say,
severely wounded, i'.i.'-aptain Peel lding up his heavy guns with estra-
ordinary gallantry within a few yards of the building to batter the roas-
sive stone walls. The withering Ere of the Highlanders covered the
naval brigade from great loss, but it was an action almost unerampled
in war. Captain Peel behaved very much as if he had been laying the
.i'iI|a:e|rus alongside an c:oemy"s frigate.’

While all this was going on, the garrison in the Residency had not
been idle. A battery had been established in a garden a few hundred
yards from the Shah Najaf. The battery was concealed from the rebels
on two sides by a high wall and it was intended to blow down the wall
by letting olf a mine under it as soon as the time carnc for the battery to
open up. Unfortunately, the powder was damp, having been laid three
days before, and the wall was not properly destroyed—sotne of it had
to be ltuoclted down by hand. When this was completed, the battery
blew holes in the walls of two buildirtgs, the Harn-Flhana and the
steam-engine house, both strongly held by the enemy. its soon as a
breach had been made, the two places were occupied by men of the
garrison. But though the two parties were now only a short distance
apart, there was oonsiderable opposition to be met in between and
Campbell decided to bivouac for the night. The rebels were still
operating in strength around Campbell's force and his out-posts. They
had attaclted the lviartiniere and the Dilltusha and had deployed in
considerable numbers near the Alambagh. They could also be seen
moving along the opposite banlt of the Gumti. ‘Without doubt, Camp-
bell did the right thing by waiting for daylight.

The following day, ty November, Campbell's men were awakened
by the sound of bells and the noise of the enenty’s drums. It looked as
if an enemy attaclr was under way. Hut the threat did not materialize
and Campbell was able to follow his own plan at his own time ofchoos-
mg.

This was first to carry the Mess I-louse, a large stone building
defended by a ditch tr feet wide, about midway between the Shah
Najaf and the Kaisarbagh. After capturing this, the force would move
ontotheMotililahal,ducnorthonthedirectroadfromtheShah
lililaftodteflmidenty. Thetakingofthe Moti ll-lahal would malteit
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possible to meet up with Clutram and the garrison from the Residency.
Thesuccess ofthis plan would not,ofcourse,mean theend ofthe
batde. There still remained strong enemy ernplacements in the Haisa.r-
bagh—protected by guns in the Tara l'~T.otbi—and also in the Begum
Kothi. In the city itself, there still lurlted a force of rebels estimated at
about 5o,oco in number. Campbell intended to evacuate the Residency
as he had insuilicient troops to hold the city.

Carupb-ell's first act was to secure his left flanlt by occupying a num-
ber of houses between the barracks and the Dilltusha. This would
prevent the rebels from moving out of the Kaisarbagh and threatening
the British rear. Campbell then ordered the heavy guns of the blaval
Brigade under Capta.in Peelto bombard the lviess House. ' I determined‘,
hewroteinbisdespatch, ‘tousethcgunsas muchaspossibleirttaiting
it. About 5 p.m., when it was considered that men might be sent in to
storm it without much rislt . . . it was carried immediately with a
rush.’

The attaclrers now pressed on to the lvloti lviahal but were stopped
by its solid walls which had to be breached by the sappers. Jltn open
spaoe nearly half a mile wide separated Campbell from Clutram.
Across it, under heavy lire from the Haisarbagh, Clutram and Havcloclt
—dodging the bu1lets—ran to meet Campbell. Eight officers and one
civilian-—Flavanagh—-made the dash, only live arrived After
discussion, they made their way baclt but Haveloek, who was ill,
could not Il.I.l1 and, with the support of Dodgson, the deputy adjutant-
general, he wallted slowly across under a hail of bullets to arrive
unscathed.

The final relief of the Residency was now accomplished but, as one
oflioer later wrote, ‘a roost difficult and dangerous taslt still remained.
'I'he garrison, with women and children, siclt and wounded, guns and
stores, had to he withdrawn; and to eifsct this in the face of the vast
force of the encnty was no easy task. One narrow winding lane alone
led to the rear, and through it the whole force had to be filed. To pro-
tect the tna.rch df the convoy, the whole of the immense line, extending
from the ruined walls ofthe Residency to the wooded parlt ofthe Dil-
ltusha, required to be held, and this gave a most hazardous extension
to our fotces—far too weal: for the maintenance of so ertended a
position. To lseep any considerable reserve in hand was impossible.‘
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The evacuation of such a large number of siclt, wounded, women, and
children obviously presented a problem to Campbell and his ofiioers.
Clutram and Havcloclt urged Campbell to drive the rebels from the
Kaisarbagh and then to continue to hold the city with as many troops
as he oould spare. Campbell, however, had decided, quite rightly,
ntherwise—‘a strong division outside the town, with field and heavy
artillery, in a good military position was the real mnner of holding the
city of Lucltnow in check’. Ammunition was low and the Gwalior
Contingent of mutineers was threatening Cawnpore; to regarrison the
Residency was militarily unsound. Campbell decided that the British
force should concentrate at the Alambagh, near the city and oom-
rnanding the road to C-awnpore, and admirably placed for the final
capture of Lucknow when it became possible.

Cln 19 hlovember, the evacuation of the women and children began
Gubbins, one of the civilians in the Residency, described the movement.

ll-lost ofthemwere eonveyedincartiages closelypacked, everydescription
of vehicle being pressed into service on the occasion. Many were seated
on native carts, and not a few walked They were conducted through the
Bailey Guard gate, the Farhat Balthsh and Chuttar lviunsil palaces, ind
emerging near our advanced battery, crossed the line of Ere from the
Rlaisarbagh to ll-[artin’s house [the lvfartini-ire]. Thence they entered
and passed through the court ofthe lvinti ltfnnril, on thefurther side of
which they gained the highro-ad leading to the Secundrahagh. Here, and
nerrl'tlIar|in‘s bnuse,theyweree1posedtothetireoftheencmy’sgune
placed on the farther side__of the river. Screens fnnned of the canvas
walls of tents, or doors placed on each side ofthe way they trraversed,
as faras thelldoti ldtmail, concealed the marehofthe fugitivesfrorathe
enemy,andononesideofth.isaditchortraversehadheendug,along
which, disrnounting from their carriages, they wallted past all the er-
posetl places. All most fortunately reached the Secundrahagh in lafety.

The movement was not as well organised as Gubhins pretends, and it
was really only by luclt that the operation was carried out with nothing
worse than discomfort for the women and children. It was yet mother
example of the bad stali worlt that characterised every aspect of the

ti-gs-inst the mutineers.
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WITHDRAWAL FRDII-I THE RESIDENCY

lnsi-d:th:R:sid:n:y, ptcpatatinns w:t: baing mad: fnt thnnyacuatinn
nf th: gattisnn, an-:1 th: lsilaisathagh was bning hnnahatdnd. Eatnphcll
"il|F1'Di¢$

Upnn th: anth, Er: was np:n:d nn th: Kajsarhagh, which gradually
in:t:as:d in impnttan-::-:, till it assnmnd th: :hata:t:t nf a rsgular bt:a:h~
ing and hnmhatdmcnt. 'I'h: Haisathagh was ht:a:h:d in tht:: plants
by Captain P::l, and I hay: b::n tnld that th: :n:n1y sufl":t:d much with-
in its pt::inn:s. Having thus Ind th: :n:n1y nn h:1i:y: that immniiat:
asunlt was :nnt:n1plat:d, ntd:rs w:r: issund fnt th: t:tt:at nf th: gat-
tisnn through th: iinss nf nut picltcts at midnight nn th: sand. Th:
lad.i:sand fan1.il.i:s,th:wnund:d,th:tt:asut:,t.h:g:unsitwasthnugi1t
n:-nnssaty tn its-ap, th: nninann: stnt:s, th: grain still pn-ssnsscd by T11:
tnrntnissatiat nf th: gattisnn, and th: stat: ptisnnsts hatl all h:::u pt:—
yiously t:mny:d {twn D:llal ptincss, and sntn: nthst l:a-ding natiyss
attestsd nn suspicion). Sit _]am:s Duttam hatl tnnaived ntdars tn hutst
th: gtuas which it was thnught undcsitalsl: tn talus away; and h: was
finally tlit::t:tl sil:ntiy tn cyatuat: th: Rcsiticncy at th: hnut intlinatnd.
Th: dispositinns tn :ny:t th: t:l:n:at and tcsist th: :n:n1y ihnuld ha
putsu: w:n: ahly catticd nut by Bt:igacii:t th: Hnnnutabl: inzitian Hnps;
but I am happy tn say th: :n:n1y was :nn1p1:t:ly :1::tia:d, and ls: din
nnt att:n1pt tn fnllnw. Dn th: t':nnt:ta.1'y h: h:gan fining nn nut nicl pnsta
tinns many hnuts aft:-t w: had l:fI: thssn. Th: n1n1r:u1:nt nf radial! ‘W15
adtnitahly ::t::ut:-cl, and was a p:1'f:ut lnssnn in such cntnhinatinns.

At fnut in th: tnnttling nftlt: agtd, th: whni: fnt:: had t:acl1:d th:
Dillntsha. During that day, 1-111-=1<>¢1¢, whn was already was and 111.
was struck with s:v:t: dys:nt:ty and disd nn th: fnilnwing mntning.
His hndy was :atti:tl tn th: Alatnbagh and buti:d th:t: nn :5 1'"~lna:n1—
I::~:t.

At th: filamhagh, Campbell was Eacttl with tht:: majnt ptnla1¢m§'r—
I11: transp-ntt nf th: wn|:n:n and chiltitcn tn Cawnpnt:, th: g-arnaaflljlg
nf th: Alamhagh, and th: actinn h: must tak: against th: Git!-3101
Cnntingcnt. Th: last was th: nanst wnttying as nnthing had lanai! hfll-Id
ftnm th: nnmmandnt in Cawnpntn, G-|.'.'n:ta.l Windham, fur £91“ d1F5-
Th: fitst nf th: ptnhlm tn he tackled, hnw:\r:t, was th: malt:-up+nl:'
l:l:|:fnt::tnh:l:Etatth:fila.n1bagh. Abnutthnnn tntnnfaliamtswstls
Ijgunsand tnn1nttats,u.nd:IUuttam,w:r:tnt:ma1nth:tcI1ntl1
1:-'Impb:1l's t:tutn and th: t:sun1pt:inn nf th: nfl‘:nsit: against Lucia-
nnw. Tn k::p up th: tntntuunicatinns with Cawnpfllfs lih= dmchmmt
nf Nady: Infantry at th: Bani btitig: was t:infnt::d with E"I°F'¢‘““*
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On ay hlnyember, Campbell, with the wnrnen and children, the siclt
and wnunded-snme a,ee-n in number, and ennynyed by abnut 5,-ann
ttnnps—set nut fat Cawnpnte and reached the bridge nuer the rivet 5-ai
the same evening. There he learned that a csnnnnacle had been heard
the preyinus day frntn the direetinn nf Cawnpote. Without further
infnttnatinn, Campbell decided tn hurry nn in case his way acrnss the
river Ganges was threatened. ‘At every step‘, nne nf his nflieers te-
called, ‘th: snund nf a heavy and distant cannnnade became mnte
distinct; hut mile after mil: was passed nyet and nn news came’.
But just befnte mid-tlay, a native delivered a message tn a staff nfiiter
with the advance guard. ‘I-Ie had a small rnlled-up letter in the Gteelt
character, addressed “mnst urgent, tn General Sir Cniin Campbelh Ht
any nflieet cnrnmanding trnnps nn the Lucltnnw read“. The letter was
dated twe days previt:-usly, and said that unless affairs shntrly tnnlt a
faynurahle tum, the ttn-nps wnuld have tn retire intn the entrcnehnaent;
that the fighting had been tnnst severe: and that the enemy were ‘very
p-nwerful, especially in artillery. It cnneludetl by expressing a hnpe that
the nnmrnander-in-chief wnuld thetefnte see the necessity nf pushing
tn their assistance with the uttnnst speed.‘

Campbell endeaynured tn ntnye the fnrce fnrwatd as fast as possible
but, encurnbeted by the wntnen and children, the siclt and the wnuudad.
he enuld net tent: fast ennugh. He therefnte left his infantry tn ptetect
the ennyny and mnyetl fnrward with his cavalry and hntse artillery.
On re-aching hiangalwat, he halted and fired salvnes ftnna his artillery
tn annnunn: his atriwtl tn "Windham and gallnped fnrward tn see
whether the bridge nf beats, whnse destructlnn wnnld have cut hirn nil
ft:-tn Cawnpnre, was still intact. Fnrtunately, the bridge still stnnd.
thnngh it was nbvinus that the city and a large part nf the nantnn-
21:31:: had Fallen tn the rebels. Un all Nnyernbet, Canapheil crnssed the
n .
The dangerous situatinn he was tn ciisnnyer l-nd deyelnpecl in the

fnilnwing way. It will be remembered that when Campbell left [lawns
pnte nn 9 Nnyembet, he left behind abnut yen Eutnpeans and a few
Sikhs under the cnmtnand nf Majnt-General ‘Windham, a Queen’:
Dflieet with nn Indian experience. His insttuctinns, cnntained in a
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rnernnrandum dated 5 Hnvember, were tn necupy and impruve the
entrenebments near the bridge nf boats, keep a watchful eye en the
mnsrements nf the Gwalint Cnntingent and, unless he felt himself
threatened, pass en reinfereements intn Eiudh. If there was any nntable
rnnvement nf rebel trn-nps in the ditectinn nf Cawnpnre, he was tn malt:
a shnw nf fnrce tn give the irnpressinn that he had a large bndy nf
ttneps under his cnntrnl, but in nn circumstances was he tn attaclt
unless tn say: the entrenchntent. Windham was, in fact, supplied by
Campbell befnre he left with minutely detailed instructinns nnvering
practically every cnnceivabl: petmutatlnn uf events.

Windham immediately began tn strengthen the entrenehrnent but
meanwhile the rebel general, Tantia [er Tatya} Te-pi, was alsn
acting. His intelligence was good, and be ltnew in snrne detail the
rnevernents nf Campbell's fnrce. On 9 l"-lnvember he arrived with
the Gwalier Centingeut at Iialpi, a tewn un the river juruna snme 46
miles tn the seuth-west nf Cawnpnre. Tantia Tupi, leaving at 1-{alpi a
garrisnn nf 5,eee men and an guns, ctnssed the river nu tn Nnventber
and, hnping that rebel trnnps in Lucltnew weuld be able tn held Camp-
bell, nanved slewly with ahnut t'i,nnn men and :8 guns in the directinn
nf Cawnpnre, leaving gardsnns in the tnwns taken nu the way. By
tg blnvernber, cemtnunitatiens between Cawnpere and the west and
nnrth-west were dnruinated by Tantia Tupi and supplies tn th-e city
were cut nil’. Windltatn's appreeiatiun nf this meve was that the rebels
intended tn attaclt Cawnpnre while Campbell and the ruain fnrce were
engaged in Lucltunw. He tberefnre aslted Campbell fur perrnlssinn tn
retain reinfurcernents fur his nwn pretectinn. This permissinu he
Ieceiyed nn 14 l"~lnt'etnbet.

With rnnre trenps at his dispusal, Windham felt rather less -ansieus
and made a shew ef his fnrce, as he had been instructed tn de by Camp-
bell. Cln an Iiinireruber, Windham heard nf Campbellls success at the
Secundrabagh and the Shah blajaf, but after that date his enu:tn1uni-
catinns with Lueltnuw ceased althnugh nn at blnvember be received
infermatinn that the garrisnn at the Bani bridge bad been captured by
the rebels. Witheut ennfirmatien er denial nf this, Windham decided
that he must dn snmething abnut it nr E‘.-ampbell's furees might be
hindered in their retirement. He therefnte sent fnrward a detachment
nf l'-lativ: Infantry and twe guns manned by Eurepeans, with nadir!-
tn tenecupy the bridge.

5til1 witheut nnrntuunicatien with Campbell and with such precise ia-
tttuctinns that he wasleft witheut field fer n1ann:uvre,Windhan1 decided

try
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that he must disregard them and use his nwn judgement. He decided tn
meet the rebels befnre they reached the entrenehmenr. Windhanfs
actinn was the subject uf a great deal nf argument in the nineteenth
century. Sum: critics maintained that he shnuld have remained intbe
defences as they were unassailable. Unfnrtttnately, they were nnt really
defensible, even tbuugh a great deal had been dune in the attempt tn
rnalre them sn.

Eln :4 hlnvetnber, leaving a small furce tn guard the entrenchment.
Windham mnved nut with r,tnu infantry, 1 t guns and Inn cavalry tn a
bridge nver a canal un the way tn Rlalpi. The rebels nnw mnved fur-
ward tn artaclt Windham and en the aiith sum: a,yuu rebel infantry
with jun cavalry and sis heavy grms reached the Pandu hladi. Windham
mnved fnrward and attached, capturing tl1r:e uf the guns and putting
the rebels tn flight. llnfurtunately, as Windlmrn nnw discerned, the
main body nf the rebels was nearer than he bad at first suppnsed. ‘1 at
nnce decided’, he wrute in his despatds, ‘un retiring tn pretect fawn-
pnte, my entrenchments and the bridge nver the Ganges.’ The It-=t1't=Ill.
hnwever, was nut easy as Tautia Tupi had new cum: up with abuut
1:'a":"':"'-'3' ttnnps and an guns; by mid-day uf the ryth, W'mdbam Wt-5
fnreed baclt intn the entrenehmenr. The rebels then prneeeded tn des-
trny the stnres nf tents and ether baggage which bad been left nutsidc
the entrenehmenr in a building nn the Bithur read. The rebels nnw
threatened the bridge uf beats.

Such was the stury Campbell beard when he reached die entreneh-
ment en at biuvernber. His first act was tu secure the bridge and tn
bring his furc: ever it frum the Lucltnnw side. These uperatinns wt-It
described in his despatch: ‘All the heavy guns attached tn General
Grant's divisiun, under Captain Peel Rlsl, and Captain Travers Rh.
were placed in pnsitlnn nn tlte left banlt nf the Ganges, and directed tn
up-en fire and lteep dnwrt the fir: nf the enemy nn the bridge. This was
dune very efiectively, while Brigadier Hupe's brigade, with sum: field-
artillery and cavalry, was nrdered tn crnss the bridge and talte p-ttsitlfltl
near the uld draguun lines. A crnss-fire was at the same time ltept up
frntn the entrenehmenr re cuver the march uf the ttunps. When dark-
nmhffim “ii dflw *7-‘IL 1'11‘! itlil-ltty-Patlts, the wnundetl, and the families
were -ntd-cred tn file nver the bridge, and it was nnt till 15 p.m. the day nf
its we that the an cart had cleared the bridge.’

This being cumpleted, it was urged upun Campbell that he shuuld
new -an th: enemy frnm the city. an Campbell's sin duty—and the
lillrflil sensible DRE E1't}fl1 H. Paint gf 1;-igw_.w-gg gg gnggtfltn
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ciyili.-ans and siclt down-river to Allahabad, leasring himself free from
non-comhatant encumbrances. The enemy was in an cstrcmely strong
position. ‘ Tl1eir left’, acoording to an eye-witness, ‘was posted among
the wooded high grounds, intersected with nullahs [dry water-
courses], and thickly sprinkled with ruined hnngalows and puhlic
buildings, which lie between the town of C-awnporc and the Ganges.
Their centre occupied the town itself, which was of great extent, and
traversed only by narrow winding streets, singularly snscepnihle of
defenoe. The portion of it facing the entrenehmenr was uncovered; hut
ftomthecampofourarrny it was separatedhythe Ganges canal. . . .
Their right stretched out behind this canal into the plain, and they held
a hridge oyer it, and some lime-kilns and mounds of hriclt in its front.
The camp of the Gwalior Contingent was situated in this plain, ahout
two miles in rear of the right, at the point where the Fiaipi road oomes
in.’ The total number of the enemy was estimated at ahout 1j,D-n-U men
with so guns, but it seems in reality to have h-ccn more in the region of
1.=|.,ooo, still overwhelmingly superior in numher to Campbell's foroe.
It was therefore essential to moyc the convoy of civilians and siclt as
so-on as possihlc. By 5 Deoemher the transport was assetnhlcd and that
night the convoy set oil for Allahabad.

Relieved of at least one of his responsibilities, Campbell could now
turn to the attack. The rchcis had not left him alone and on 4 December
had even attempted to destroy the bridge of boats by floating fire-hoats
down the river on to it. On the aftcmoon of the nest day, they opened
up with artillery on the British position at thc left and then spread their
Ere over the whole position. The British retaliated and managed to
resist a sudden attack by enemy infanny.

'I'hc reh-sis‘ main position lay, as we have seen, along the canal. It
appeared to Campbell that ‘if his enemy’s sight were vigorously
attacked, it would he driven from its position without assistance com-
ing from other parts of his line, the wall of the town which gaye cover
to nut attacking columns on our right heing an rifecnial obstacle to the
tnostcnicnt of any portion of his troops from his left to right. Thus the
possihiliry hecamc apparent of attacking his division in detail.’

Campbell's actions were as follows:
Clrders were given to General ‘Windlsam on the morning of the E111 In
npnn a heavy homh-ardment at 5 a.m. from the entrenehmenr of the old
mntonrnent and so induce the helief in the enemy that the attlnlt ‘WI!
ooming from the general"s position. The camp was struck earls‘. 1115 Ill
I11! baggage drisren to the river side under a guard, to avoid the slightest

no
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THE SAVING OF GAWHPDRE

risk of accident. Brigadier Greathed, reinforced by the -li4.th regiment,
was desitecl to hold the same ground opposite the enemy which he had
been occupying for some days past. . .and at rt am. the rest of the
force . . . was drawn up in contiguous columns in the rear of some old
cavalry lines, and elieetua.ily masked from observation of the enemy.
The rannonade from the entrenehmenr having become slaclt at this time,
the moment had arrived for the attack to commence. The cavalry and
horse artillery having been sent to nraltc a detour on the left and across
tl1e canal by a bridge a mile and a half farther tip, and threatened the
enemy's rear, the infantry deployed in parallel lines fronting the ca.nal.
Brigadier Hop-e’s brigade was in advance in one line, Brigadier Inglis’!
brigade being in rear of Brigadier Hope. At the same time Brigadier
‘itiialpole, assisted by Captain Smith’s field-battery, RA, was ordered tn
pass the bridge immediately to the left ofBrigadier Greatl1ed‘s position,
and to drive the enemy from the brick-kilns, keeping the city wall for
his guide. . . . The advance then continued with rapidity along the witnit
line, and I had the satisfaction of observing in the distance that Brigadier
‘Walpole was making equal progress on the right. The canal bridge Wit
quickly passed, Captain Peel leading over it with a heavy gun, accom-
panied by a soldier ofHer Majesty's 5 5rd, named Hannaford. The troops
which had gathered together resumed their line of formation with great
rapidity on either side, as soon as it was crossed, and continued to drive
the enemy at all points, his ramp being reached and taken at r p.n1- anti
his rout being complete along the Kalpi road. I must here draw attention
to the manner in which the heavy as-pounder guns were impelled ttntl
managed by Captain Peel and his gallant sailors. Through the eattar
ordinary energy with which the latter have worked, their guns have been
constantly in advance throughout our late operations, from the relief
of Lucknow till now, as if they were light i-ield—picces, and the seryitt
rendered by them in clearing our front has been inralculabic. fin this
n-ntasion there was the sight beheld of :4-pourrdcr guns adyanning
with the first line of sltinnishcrs. ‘Without losing any time, the pursuit
with cavalry, infantry and light artillery was pressed with the greatest
eagerness to the fourteenth milestone on the lialpi road, and I have
reason to believe that every gun and cart of ammunition which had been
in that part of the enemy's position which had been attacked, now fell
into our possession.

ll-l'i'bile these operations were in progress, General hlansiield had
moved on the rebels’ left and routed the forces of the Hana Sahib. The
pursuit continued with a rest for the ptttsners on the tith, until they
reached Bithur on y December and there discovered the Nana Sahib's
treasure packed in ammunition boxes and sunk in a well.

The saving of Cawnpore and the rout of Tantia Topi forntetl Elli

I I'D
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turning-point in the Mutiny, though much was still to be done. As
Eiergeant Forbes-Mitchell of the gyrd Sutherland Highlanders wrote in
his rn-emoirs: ‘From the dcfit of the Gwalior Contingent, out star
was in the ascendant and the attitude of the country people showed
that they understood which was the winning side. Provisions, such as
butter, milk, eggs and fruit, were brought into our camp by the vil-
lagers for sale the nert morning.’ The British soldiers also managed to
get some new clothes but—and this will sound very familiar to soldiers
of a later time--‘we even had to pay from our own pockets for the
replacement of our kits which were taken by the Gwalior Contingent
when they captured i.l'i'indltarn's camp’l

I4
A Tints qf Preparation

'I'he defeat of the Gwalior Contingent and the saving of Cawnpore from
the rebels enmred that Can1pbell’s main communication line, that of the
river Ganges, was held. ‘iilithout this, the final suppression of the rebel-
lion and the pacilication of Cludh would not have been possible. It was
now Campbell's plan to open up communications between Cawnpore
and the Punjab. Having done this, he oould ttu‘:n once again to Luck-
now. Cludh, however, was not just occupied by a huge force of rebels
—the whole country was in arms. Campbell badly nentlctl t'einlin1"='=-
ments before he could attempt an attack.

Here the situation was not encouraging. The British troops that had
already arrived bad come from Burma, Ceylon, Mauritius, and from
Persia. A military crpedition on its way to China bad also been diverted.
Battle in Britain, the units home from the Crimea had almost all been
dem-nbilined, and of those that remained many had already been halt-nn
for thc Chinese expeditionary force. ‘What remained of the army in
Englandwas seriously under-strength and under-armed. There was also
tbe problem of transporting reinforcements to India. Considerable
ctitieisrn was levelled at the home government for not sending troops
Overland to India, but the problems involved would have taken too
lnng to solve. All reinforcements, therefore—the Suez Canal not yet
ltfling been dug-had to go mund the Cape. Certain troops had in
Flirt been moved from the Crimea overland, but this was an erpetienct
that did not invite

rar
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Campbell had no alternative but to wait until he was strong enough
for an all-out campaign, although this did not mean that be oould
remain idle. To open communications with the Punjab he must first
elearthell-oab,astl1eu~actor‘lantl betwecothefiaogesandthejumna
was called. Holding Allahabad, Agra, and Delhi did not mean that the
British held the river jumna itself, and on the Ganges only Cawnpore
was in British hands. Campbell was still acutely short of transport.
having sent much of it down with the convoy from the Residency, and
it was not until as December that he was able to rnalre his first moat.
This was to capture Fatehgarh, about midway between Allahabad and
Delhi.

Brigadier Seaton had rnoyetl down from Delhi with a foroe of about
I19-on men, consisting of tarabineers, Hudson's Horse, the rst Bengal
Fusiliers, and a Sikh regiment. With him was an immense convoy of
ammunition, tents, carts, and carnels—alI the things that Campbell was
short of. 5-eaton had now reached the town of lldainpuri and Carnpb-ell
sent a column under ‘Walpole to rneet him. The cornbined force would
then march on Fatehgarh. The two columns joined at Bewar, I; Illllfi
from Mainpuri along the road to Fatehgarh, on 51 December. Seaton
had fought an engagement at nligarh, on the way, during which tbe
Eltilzidmander-in-cl'def of the Nawab of Farulthabad's force had been

Meanwhile, Campbell himself was also moving on Fatehgath, clear-
ing the rebels from the country on both sides of the main road as he
went. The rebels, fleeing from Eieaton and ‘Walpole, now conccnuatetl
on a suspension bridge across the Kali Nadi which led to Fatehg-ath.
Uri 5 1 Deoernber,_they attempted to destroy the bridge but were unablfl
to brcalt the main chains or the supporting piers. Cir: the morning of
I .l“"'-“"1” I lli ll. Campbell detached a brigade under .H.d.ria.n Hope Willi
three guns and engineers, sappers and cavalry, and instructions to rlti"i"=
away the enemy and repair the bridge. ‘When Hope appeared, tl1e rebels
fled and by seven o’cloelt that night the bridge was in use

fl little later, rebel artillery began to shell the reconstructed btltlfil
ind C=mPl'J¢ll. who had arrived on the scene, mlled up his main body.
'5‘"l"i"E H°P= "J bold tbe bridge in the meanwhile but not to attaclt
theenerny. ‘When the rnain force arrived, a sharp engagement rooted tbs!
rebels who fled to Fatehgarh. There they piclred up their easily portable
baggage and moved into Rohillrhand,
_ That night Campbell halted ra miles from Fatehgarh and, neat morn’
mE- mi"-1-1Plerl the fort and town without incident. Heat clay be ‘W15
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A TIME DP PEEPLRATIDH

joined by ‘iIl'alpole‘s column, now reinforced by Se.-aton‘s. Campbell
thenhad underhiscomrnantlsome ro,ooomen.

Campbell now proposed to the government in Calcutta that it would
be profitable to pursue the enemy in ltobillrhand and pacify the north-
west while other forces might be similarly engaged in western and
central India. Cludh, he maintained, could wait. He would virtually
surround the province with troops. The Gutlthm, who had oome from
Nepal to the aid of the British, would hold the north, and British troops
-whom he did not wish to waste on a summer campaign—would rc-
main in various stations to the south and east. Then, in the following
cold weather, with the rest of India quiet, he could turn to Eludh, and
in such strength as to ensure a quick victory.

But there is always more to a war than inst military strategy. Political
considerations weighed heavily with the govemment of India. Cludh,
the governor-general insisted, should be reconquered lvfsrs the bot
weather of ti 5 E. Many soldiers had doubts, at the time and afterwards,
of the wisdom of the government's decision but, as Lord Canning
wrote, it was the time when ‘every eye is upon Eludh asitwasupon
Delhi. Uudh is not only the rallying point of the sepoys, the place to
which they all loolt, and by the doings in which their own hopes and
Prospects rise or fall; but it represents a dynasty; there is a king of
U"-ltlh “seelring his own".' Furthermore, there was no doubt that the
rulers of native states, and even the king of Bonroa, were watching what
would happen in Clndh and would talte their cue from the outcome.

ilrgain, too, E1-om the purely military point of view, there was the
position of Dutram in the Alambagh to be considered, threatened daily
by growing numbers of mutineers. in fact, between November t!-57
and Febnrary 1353, Clutracnis pofltion was attaclted sis times byvety
large numbers of rebels. The road to Cawnpore, however, remained
fiptfl and he did receive reinforcements, but their numbers were lstgfl
enough only to cover his casualties. Clfthe attaclts, the second--which
lfi"-Itlt place on t 1 _]anuary—was mounted by about 5o.co<J Itb-Eli Wllfim
illutram managed to put to flight, and each succeeding attack involved
WEB larger numbers. By February, however, Uutram bstl tttflltid
substantial reinforcements, including cavalry, and was able to rout the
sstmy with heavy losses. Clutram had hoped that his very presents lfl
ihi Alatnbagh would have a stabilizing eflect on the Clndh nobles, but
tbs situation was too far gone for this. Cludh again had a ltiug H11 tbs
lllffiflt and sentiment buttressed the actions of the rebels.

"With all this in mind, the governor-general ordered Campbell tfl
ray
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retunt to Cawnpore and wait until he bad sufficient strength to attaclt
the rebels in Eiudh. Camphelfs position was hvourable. The control
of Fatehgarh, situated as it was on the Ganges at the south-westem
extremity of the b-order between Uudh and llohillthand, barred the way
to any rebel force which might attempt an attaclt from Bareilly (see
rnap, page iii], from north-western Durlb, or from Luclrnow. The
tiver line between Fatehgarh and Cawnpore was strongly held and
the road between Agra and Cawnpore had been cleared of rebels so
that the siege—train which had been moved from Delhi to ftgra could
join Campbellis force for the attaclt upon Luclrnow.

Wlule Campbell was waiting for reinforcements, he condoned to
harass the rebels as much as possible. In particular, he wished to con-
vince the mutineers in Cludh that he intended to attaclt Barcilly. To
this end, he sent a force under ‘Walpole to a place on the Ramgunga
river about eight miles from Fatehgath, where there was ltnown to be
a concentration of rebels. "i|'l"alpole’s instructions were that he was to
give the impression of an advance force preparing to cross the river.
Walpole was successful, and the rebel force—believed to number
ry,ooo men—stayed where it was. Finding, however, that Walpole
made no attempt to cross, they detached j,-CI-Cl-Ct men and mounted an
attaclt across the Ganges at Shamsabad, about ta miles from Fatehgarh.
Here they were met by Adrian Hopeis brigade and put to flight banlt
into lilohiilthartd.

In order to relieve the pressure on the stnall force which was to be
left behind under S-eaton in Fatehgath, it was arranged that a column
from the Punjab should cross into Rohill-thand Erorn the nortb~wcst
about 1 February. On that date, Campbell himself left Fatehgarh FIJI
Cawnpore in order to malte the iinal preparations for crossing the
Cianges once again into Dudh. Hope and ‘Walpole followed rather more
fiwly than their commander-in-chief, who made the journey in three

ys.
Bl’ 15 F=l=I"-1115'. '-'-lsII1Pbtll's army was across the Ganges. On tbs

sandy plain between Unao and Bani were massed engineers, artillery-
¢'l‘"'i-l1']T. infantry. baggagmtralns, carttp-followers, and all the irllpflllit
menta felt necessary for an army in those days.

rati
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Tire Captara tgf Lucknow

Campbell's army was nlatlc up 0f 17 battalinns 0f infilntry, all bttt twn
0f which wetc Htitish, 1.3 sqnatitnns 0F cavalry, 0f wl1id'1 i'0uI wcrc
Btitish—in all, ab0ut 10,000 t1:1cn—-anti 54 heavy and eight light
guns and n'10ttats. Thc cnmmissatiat and supply ntganizatinn was,
yet again, insufiicitnt antl innnmpttcntljr atlministtintl. Thc systcm,
if it tan bc given such a title, had been inhetiteti ft0n1 t]1e I1-{ughal
cn1pe;1:0rs. Each unit was rcspnnsible f01: its nwn transpnrt, whinla
c0n1cl be 0f any sitc. The nnn1bct 0f camp-F01l0wets, blacltstniths,
and 0ti1e1: artisans and thcit families was en0r1110ns. Thc t0:n wcn:
fctl frnns a vast tta-rclling bazaar. With thc nutnbct 0f tltaft anisnals
rtqnited t0 pitli everything, the a1:n15r hatl the appeatancc 0t" s0111e
fast tncnagctic which at: up the lantl as it went, Lilte a plague 0f
0custs.

Thc plan 0f campaign was sttaightfctwartl. Lucltnnw was t0 be
attacked £1-00:1 the cast, blncltatletl ftcm the s0utl1, and envelope-:1 00 thc
"Drill. Wllilc thc west was t0 be left 0pen. F0: this, large f0t0.:s 0f
E1"i'flll‘)' were 0f pa1'am0u.nt importance. Brigadier Ftanlts, with whnm
was thc Ncpalcsc cnntingcnt 0f 51,00-0 tncn, had becn mnsring thtnugh
tht: cnuntry between the I'l‘|i"CI Gngta and the H.in1ala§ran f00thi1ls.
FIiI1li5' instrnclzinns were t0 1110?: nn Lncknnw via Faitabatl. Thc main
attaclt, l10wc1.'c1:, was t0 be made by Campbell wh0sc fcrte was split
mm thrce divisinns untlezt Uuttam [tn bc ininetl at thc Mambagh),
Iflaard. and Walp-01:, with th: casralry tlivisinn cnmmantlctl by Hnpc
Grant. Against this was ranged a fnrcc of rebels cnnscntatisrely esti-
mflifld at nver 100,000 111:0.

Slncc tl10 H-titish twanuatinn nf the Residency, the 1:clJ-els hatl made
_E1'¢-‘F-I flflinrtrs t0 prepare the dclicnnts nf Lucltnnw. Thesc tlefcnccs fell
1nt0 three lines. The 0utet ran alnng thc tanal t0 the s0nth 0f thc tzity {see
P|m= Pigs 1:3] as Fa: as the tivct Gu111ti, and thc sccnnii anti tl'1i.ttl lines
“'=1"= ¢¢I'"-Md npcn many 0f the builclings which had bean sn b-0tI1ets0me
t“ Ci‘-mPb¢1l in his relief 0f the Residency in Nnvcmbct. The tcbels
'“"={'¢ “=11 supplied with heavy artillery and ammunitinn. The
Eli‘-_lIl_5lrccts 0F the city had bean banicatied and all the imp-nttant

ufldmgi llitl l:1-can l00p-holed a.ntl fnrtifieti. Hnwcvcr, the rebels
hid I10-I chnsen tn tlcfcritl the n~nrt11c1:n approaches tn the city n-n th:

1:]
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assumptinn, perhaps, that Campbell wnuld fnllnw his 0wn previnus
plan nf attaclt.

Campbell, who had reached the Alamhagh nn 1 Ildarclt, decided
t0 send part 0f his fnrce a-tr0ss the river C1u.tntl t0 talte the rebels
frnrn the undcfendcd 001111, while the tnain body w0uld tn0ve by
the I-Iaaratgunge nn the Haisarhagh. The plan was n0t in fact nf
Campbell's nwn devisit1g, but came frnns Brigadier Napier, the nltieli
engineer.

Early 0n the mntning 0E 1 March, Campbell matched 011 the Dilitusha
parlt and seized the Rebel a1'tille:l‘y, hnwever, rnade things very
nnenmfnrtable l:'nr hint and he was unable tn mnve up the n1ai.n b0-dy
0f his infantry until his 0wn batteries were established late in the even-
ing. The nest day, under heavy fire, the enemy was fnrced tn withdraw
his guns. The line nnw held by the British tnuched the river nn its
tight at the village 0f Bibiapnr, intersected the Dilltusha, and stepped
ab0ut rw0 n1.il1:s shnrt 0f Between the last-named place and
the end nf the line, a cavalry f0rne nf 1,6-00 men was deplnyed. In pre-
patatinn i'0r the er0ssi11g 0|? the G1.1r0ti, the c0nstrur:ti0n 0f tw0 p-0nt00n
bridges was begun 0n 4 ltfarclt. It-lest m0rn.ing, Brigadier Franks arrived
with the Nepalese centingent. These reinfnrcements brnnght Camp-
bell's fnrce up tn nearly 51,000 men and 104 guns, Franlts’ f0r0e enn-
stituting a f0urtl:1 divisinn.

By the evening 0f the 5th, the tw0 btidges-—n'1ade 0ut 0f beer tasks,
rnpe and planking-—were enmpleted, and earthwntrl-ts had been erected
at bnth ends t0 defend them. C.a1:npbell's 0n:lers were that nn the fel-
l0wing day at tw0 0'cl0clt in the m0rning, the divisinn cntnrnanded by
Clutrarn wnuld crnss 10 the 0ther banlt 0f the Gumti. The crnssing was
delayed, but befnre daybreak. Clutranfs fnrce was acrnss the river.
Unceactcss, Uuttamdrewuphisfnrceinthreelinesandnsarchedup
the river banlt for ah0ut a mile, then left the river and mnved straight
nninthe directinn0Ethecity.1"l.btnshwith enemy cavalrywasthennly
incident 0f the day and, by evening, the fnrce was camped f0u1: miles
ftnmthecity and halfamile Er0n1Chinhnt. Theythand sthwere spent
ntainly i.n sltirinishing npcratinns, thnugh Chstram gradually increased
the area cnveted by his piquets. U0 the sth, 00 instructiens Ernm Camp-
bell, he sent back a t1-00p 0f hnrse artillery and 1 squadrnn 0f Lancers
and received in exchange 11 siege-guns which, during the night, were
erected Facing the Cnalsar Knthi, which had been the grandstand nf the
lting 0f Uudlfs race-enurse.

011 9 1111111111, after 1 heavy h-nntbardrnenl-'1 as infmns sslumn s-11d-=1
119
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‘i.'E"alp0le* artaclted the rebel left while Duct-am rnnunted 111 assault 011
the Clnaltar lintbi. The 0p-eratinn was enmpletely successful and Camp-
bell was infermed 01' the result by the hnisting nf the 00l0urs 0f the rst
Fusiliers 0n the rnnf 0l:' the Chal-tar Kntbi. lifter its capture, U'ut1'am
pressed fnrward, driving the rebels thrnugh the 01d cavalry lines and
suburbs t0 the Padsltahbagh. There he jnined up with 'Walp0le and
n-ttnpied the hnuses and brcastwnrlts in Ernnt, lteeping up a heavy Ere
0f rnuslretry nn the enemy lining the walls 0f the garden. Under cnver
0f this, three heavy guns and a h0wit:ser were placed in pnsitinn tn
enfilade the w0rlts in the rear 0f the lvlartirtiere, and annther battery
waserectedneartherives tnltecpdnwntheiirefrnmtltecity.

‘While Clutram was meving steadily ferwatd, Campbell remained in
the Dilltusha until 9 hzlarch. Ea1:ly 0n the mnrning 0f that day, the
batteries 0n the Dilltusha plateau npened heavy lire 0n the lvlartiniitte.
This cnntinued until ab-nut 1 p.n1. when the Fusiliers’ cnlnurs were seen
flying en the Chaltat linthi. ‘witheut delay, Campbell launched an
attaclt 0n the The b-nmbardment, bnth from the
Dillnasba and frnm Clutratn's batteries, had caused the rebels t0 abandnn
010st 0f the defences, and the place was talten with very few casualties
apart from the setinus wnunding 0f Captain Peel, cntntnander nf tits
Naval brigade. The British pushed 0n and, reaching the river, mnved
dcwn it and captured Ba.nlts' hnuse early 0n the 10th. Cln that day
C'utram’s batteries directed their fire 0n Harratgunge and the Ielfrfll
strnngheld 0f the Kaisarbagh, and tbnse erected at Hanks’ l10uss
npened nn the Begum I"-I0thi.

The lime was n0w ripe fnr the main artaclt—t0 f0r0e the line betwesfl
Banlts’ house and the Ifiaisarbagh. Campbell nrdered Clutram t0 enn-
tintte the bemhardment 0f the Kaisarbagh and its enser defences dining
the night nf tl'1e 10th and, 0n the fnllnwing day, t0 mnve fnrward and
attaclt earthwnrits pmtecting the twn bridges acrnss the Gumti-—tl1=
irnn bridge leading t0 the Residency and the st0ne 0ne near the
hlachchi Bhawan. C'utram was tn take cnntrc-l 01" the end 0f the irnfl
bridge 0n his side 0f the river. This 0perati0n was earded 0ut success-
f'-'Hli’- The hnuses atennd the end 0f the ir0n bridge were neeupisd
and W-in 14-peunder guns erected t0 defend the new p0siti0n at the
head 0f the bridge. The st00e bridge, hnwever, was in range nf the

"' II I-llflllld be noted that during the nperatinna sense units Etnm nlslt Ill-l‘I'5~l"3""
served in |.110tbes, and nne tenatnander 0f divisin-n led a brigade under antrlhsr
c-0n1rte1n1;le1-.Il1avet1'ietlt0 redneethecenfuaienby mentinnlngasfewnllflfll
as pt1|1|.i.l1-le,
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rebel artillery and musket-Ere Eton: the other aide of the river, and
Dutrarn fell baclt on his r:-atop in the Padsbahbragh. These positions he
occupied during the following four days. His artillery bad been aug-
mentedandfintramwasabletoinereasehishnrnhardinentofthe
Kaisarbagh and so subsmntially assist the attaclt upon the place. He
and his force would have been able to achieve more if he had not been
prevented from doing so by a curiously stupid order from Cantpbell-—
one of a number of serious mistakes made by the cornrnander-in-chief
—-which materially contributed to the prolongation of operations
against the rebels. The first mistake was made when, on r4 hiareh,
Cvutrant requested permission to cross the iron bddge and launch an
attaclt from the north to coincide with Can1pbe.ll"s attaclt on the
Kaisarhagh. The reply Clutrarn rcceiycd was that ‘he was not to do so
if he thought he would lose a single man’. Cl-f all the ernraordinary
orders given by commanders during the Mutiny--and there were rnany
---this rnust surely ranlt high in the list. Why, in fiat, Uutram accepted
such an outrageously unwarlilte prohibition is cot known. When aslted
by his oH-iccts for orders to cross the bridge, Eluttarn replied, ‘I ans
afraid, gentlemen, you will be disappointed when I tell you that I ant
not going to attack today’l

Meanwhile, Campbell's position on the eyening of the rcth was
established along the city side of the canal on a line stretching from the
Gunrtti to Banlts’ house. Heavy fire from the laner was now concentrated
on a bloclr of palaces ltnown as the Begum Is'.othi. Lugard, without
opposition, occupied the Sccuntlrab-agh and then prepared to ntoye for-
ward to the Shah blajaf which was also rapturcd without a fight. The
bornbardment of the Begum Kothi had, by about three o'clock in the
afternoon, opened a small breach in the walls. Unaware of the strength
of the inner defences of thc palace, the order was given for a storming-
party to nialte an entry. The troops chosen were the 95rd Highlanders
and the 4th Punjab Rifles.

The E-eguni Hothiwasntade up ot'anun1hetofpalacesandcourt-
yards, all surrounded by a breastworlr and a deep ditch. Despite the
bornhardnaenr, some of the inner walls still stood undamaged. It was
estirnared after the attaclt that the place was held by about 1,ooo rebels.
Fighting was brisk, but dae garrison seemed mainly concerned with get-
ting away. It was, nevertheless, in Carnpbell’s words, ‘the stetnest
struggle which occurred during the siege’—sorne 6-on or ycc rebels
were ltilletl, though British casualties were low. Cine ot' the dead was
the cavalry leader, ‘William Hodson. His rnurder of the princes at D-elbi
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had only reinforced the bad opinion that some people of influence
had of him, and the story was soon going the rounds that he had been
killed while looting. Sergeant Forbes-Mitchell of the 9; rd, who was an
eye-witness, had a difiitrcnt story to tell. While leading a party, Forbes-
ltlitchell had discerned a group of rebels in a room in one of the build-
ings, ‘well armed with swords and spears, in addition to fire-anns of
all sorts, and, not wishing to be either killed myself or have rncre of the
rnen who were with me killed, I divided my party, placing some at each
side of the door to shoot every man who showed himself, or attempted
torushoutlthensentrworrtenbaclttothehre.ach.,whereIltrtcw
Colonel hiapicr with his engineers were to be found, to get a few bags
ofgunpowderwith slow-matches fixed, to light and pitch into the room.
Instead of finding Napier, the two men sent by me found the redoubt-
able Main: Hodson who had accompanied hlapict as a volunteer in Lbs
stcrrning of the palace. Hodson did not wait for the powder-bags. ht-11.
aftershowittgthemenwheretogoforthcm,camerunninguphimse|f,
sabre in hand. “Where are the rebels?" he said. I to the door
of the room, and Hodson, shouting “Come onl" was about to rush
in. I implored him not to do so, saying, "It's certain death; wait for
the powder; I've sent men for powder-bags." Hodson made a step
forwatd,andIputoutmyhandtoseiaehinibyrheshouldertopull
him out of the litre of the doorway, when he fell back shot through T-ht!
chest. He gasped out a few words, either “ Uh, my wife I " or, "Uh, my
motherl"—I cannot rightly rentember—but was immediately choked
byblood. Iassisted togethitnliftcd intoadooly-fby thattimethebearers
had got in and were collecting the wounded who were unable to walls}.
and I sent him back to where the surgeons were, fully expecting that he
wouldbedead before anything couldbedonel:'orhitn.Itwillthusbtt
seen that the assertion that Major Hodson was looting when he was
lriiledisuntrue.I-lolootinghadbe=encomntenccd,norevenby]aflg
Bahadu.r's Gurkhas.’ After Hodson had been taloert away, the ‘men who
had gone for the powder came up with several bags, with slow-matches
fi1cdintheto.Theseweignitedandthenpitchcdthebagsinthrough
the door. Two or three bags very soon brought the eoetny out. l-Ed
they were bayoneted down without mercy.‘

By the evening of rt hlarch, the ntsrt stage ofadvance was in pre-
paration. Before the main rebel stronghold of the Kaisarbagh could be
stormed, the bless House, Huratgunge, and the Imarnb-a.ta must be
taken [see plan, page us]. The Gurkha contingent under Maharaja
jang Bahadur now arrived and took up its position close to the canal
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and, covering the left, allowed the British to mass towards the tight
and concentrate an attack. fin the lath, the engineers continued their
mining operations and Campbell rearranged his dispositions, taking
Lugard's division from the front and replacing it with that under
Franks. The following day, too, was mainly one for the engineers who
pressed on with their work of blasting a way through the houses and
walls towards the nert rebel line of defence. Artillery was sometimes
uscdtoln-eaehthewalls.‘I'lterebels keptupastcadyfireonthe
engineem but were considerably restricted by the bombardment from
both sides of the river. The same day, 15 March, the Gurkha contingent
crossed the canal and moved against the buildings to the left of Banks’
house. By the evening, a way had been broken through the buildings
ontheleftasfarasthe1mamhara,andattilleryhadopenedabreach
in the walls of the buildings which, it was hoped, would be big enough
to allow ofan assault the nest moming.

The following day, the guns were still pounding the walls from a
distance of about yo yards. ‘Ii-inch shot at this distance’ battered
through three or four thick masonry walls in succession ' as if they had
been so much paper‘. By nine o'clock, the storming-party was ready
to move. After a short, sharp engagement, the lrnambara was taken
and the garrison hotly pursued to the shelter of the Kaisarbagh. A
palace overlooking the I-Caisarbagh was occupied and heavy musket-
fin: brought to bear on the rebel forward artillery which was finally
abandoned. At this stage it was decided to halt and continue sapping
operations but the Sikhs, who had driven the rebels from the Imambara,
could not be restrained and managed to force their way into a court-
yard adjoining the Iiaisarbagh. Reinforced by a detachment of the tcth
Foot,theSikhs penetrated theC.hioiBaaaar,totherea.roftheTara
Hotbi and the Mess House, thus turning the rebel defence line at this
pomr.

The l5,cco rebels in the Tara Kothi and the Mess House evacuated
thosebnildingsandtticdtogetintotheflhiniflaraanhuttheywere
prevented by they musket- and artillery-fire. at an staEF=- Foals
Pushed forward with every available man to reinforce the advance
posts so unexpectedly captured. The original intention that day had
heenonlytotalre theIma.t'nbara,butitwas decided tbat,as theenemy
was on the nan and enthusiasm was high, an attempt should he made
on the Fiaisarhagh itself.

Orders were given to the troops in the Sccundrabagh and the Shah
Nlilf to push forward. Soon, the Moti lltii-‘hi-11 111$ 51"‘-“'1'! Hllfliilr
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and the Tara Hothi on the ieft were occupied, while Franks’ tutti.
moving through the courtyard of the mosque of Sadat .:‘tli, penetrated
the Kaisarhagh itself. It was at this stage that Dutram, who had been
lrept informed of Frsnles’ advance, asltcd for permission to cross the
iron bridge sud received what Lord Roberts was later to describe, with
some justice, as ‘the unacconntably strange order’ from Campbell not
tn advanoe if it meant losing ‘a single ruan’.

The Kaisarhagh was a rectangular enciosure made up of :-1 series of
courtyards and gardens, in which were a number of srnall Iuatlitlfl
buildings. There was still a large number of rebels inside the plate It
was, however, soon talccn. Then began a nightmare seene of looting.
The soldiers went crazy. ‘William Howard Russell, oorrespondcut vi
Tie Timer, was present and described it vividly.

The scene of plunder was indescribable. The soldiers had hrolten up
several of the store-rooms, and pinched the contents into the court.
which was lttrnbcred with cases, with embroidered cloths, gold and silver
brocade, silver vessels, arms, banners, dorms, shawls, scarfs, mvsifil
instruments, mirrors, pictures, hooks, accounts, medicine bottles, gm"
genus standards, shields, spears, and a heap of things which would malts
this sheet of paper lilte a. catalogue of a ht-nber's sale. Through thesc
moved the men, wildwith escitement, "drunkwith plunder". I lradoliirfl
beard the phrase hut never saw the thing itself before. They smashed
to pieces the fowling-pieces and pistols to get at the gold mountings, lfl_l¢l
the rtonessetinthe stocks. They humedinafirqwhichtheymadem
the centre of the court, brocadea and ecnbroidered shawls for the Iii"!
ofthe gold and silver. glass and fade they dashed to pieces in their
wantunness; pictures they ripped up or tossed on the flames; Fl-‘-tfli1'I1I=
sha|:edthesame:Eate.... Dhthetnilol-‘thatdayll'~leverhadIt'elts11i=l1
Crhaustion. It was horrid enough to have to sturnhle through clld-lit‘-=5
fllill-I-fl: Whith were iihe vapottr baths, lurid dead bodies, through sight!
worthy of the Inferno, by blaring walls which might he pregnant with
mines, over breaches, in and out of smouldering emhrasures, across Enul
ladders, suflioeated by deadly smells of rotting corpses, of rotten gbi, BF
‘ill "Iii"! Wm“; but the seething crowd of camp-followers into which
T‘ ¢m"=1'E°'5 in Hi-tnlgllrti was something worse. its ravenous, l-Bil
almortas foul |svultures,tbeywere pacltedinadessernassintheslrect.
I-fetid or ttnableto go into the palaces, and, like the birds, they resembled,

till the Eght was done t-o prey on their plunder.

BF flu‘ waning. I-l M11-l'\=h. the city was practically in Campbfllri
but with comparatively little loss to the rebels who Wm

flifllpiflg from the city virtually unhindered, U*utram's advance across
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the bridge would eertainly have prevented many from leaving. Futther+
more, Campbell sent his cavalry to chase those who had already lfi
insteadofspreaclinganetto catch the rebels whohadnotyet fledthe
eity. The consequences of this inept handling were briefly stated by
Lord Roberts: ‘The which should have then come to an end,
was protracted for nearly a year by the iitgitives spreading themselves
over Cludh and occupying forts and other strong positions, from which
they were able to offer resistance to our troops until towards the end of
May 1355.’

Miter the successes of 14 March, the following day was spent in
consolidating the British gains and preparing for the bombardment of
the nrort rebel line of defence. Eln this day, Campbell sent Hope Grant
with r,roo cavalry and rs guns, to pursue the rebels along the Sitapur
road, and Brigadier Campbell with r,yoo cavalry and sorne infantry
guns to the Sandila road. Neither discovered any rebels, who had, of
course, brolren up and disappeared into the oounrryside.

Cln to March, Uutram was ordered to cross the Gurnei at the
Eecundrabagh over the bridge made of beer caslrs and join Campbell's
force in the Kaisarbagh, leaving behind him "ilFalpole‘s brigade to guard
the iron and stone bridges. While Clutram was on his way, Campbell
rode out of the Fiaisarb-agh and gave his instructions. These were for
Clutram to push on through the Residency, take the irou bridge, and
then storm the Machchi Himwan and the Husainabari ltnamhara be-
yond. Elutram matched through the I-Caisarbagh to the Residency
where, by a piece of irony, his previous role was reversed and he found
himself storming the Residency which was now defended by thc rebels.
Tlte siege, however, was short, and in less than half an hour the de-
fcndetswere on the run. The rebel batteries between the heads of thc
two bridges were the nest to be talren, and artillery brought up on to the
Residency plateau began to shell the I‘-iachchi Ehawafl, which soon Ella
followed closely by the rebel evacuation of the Husainabad Imarnbara.

llilflile these operations were in progress, the rebels driven from thc
Residency crossed the stone bridge and attaclrerl ‘illl'alpole’s piqflfl!-1
but they were repulsed, while at the iilambagh a strong rebel forcc had
moved in to attaclt the depleted garrison; after a tltrec~hour batdc.
thcy were also ddven ofll

Clo ry and 18 March, Durram continued his advance, clearing thc
houses and the streets as be moved. It was then reported to Campbell
that a large force of rebels, believed to be neatly Ivrvfifl 5fl'flflE= T" in
tbehiusabagh,alargepalacewithgardenandcourtyardsinop-cfl
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woodcd country about four miles north-west of Lucknow near the
river. It was rttrnoured that the Begum of Dudh, Ha-"stat ll-iabal, and
her son whom the rebels had declared lrlng were also there. Du thc
morning of the rgth, Campbell instructed Dutram to march on the
lldusabagh while Hope Grant, from the opposite side of the t:iver, was
ordered to bombard the palace. At the saute tirne, Brigadier Campbell
and his force were to take up position near the Musab-agh in order to
inteykcepr the rebels should they try and hrealr away under lI}utram's
atta .

rltfrer some difftculty in breaching a wa.ll that barred his path,
Clutram opened fire on the walls of the hiusabagb. The rebels fled in
the direction of Brigadier Campbell. Unfortunately th-e Brigadier,
though a cavalryrnan of some years’ standing, made no atternpt to stop
them, while Hope Grant was prevented from acting by being on thc
other side of the river. Campbell afterwards maintained that he had lust
his way and this became the oi-lieial explanation, but one oilicer recotdctl
his opinion that ‘his error appears to have partakeu of wilfulncss l'l=
moved his force in utter disregard of the statement of his guides. in
opposition to the protestations and erplanations of all to whose
information and advice he was bound to listen.’ Most of the rebel force
escaped.

The city was sdll not cleared of rebels. In fact, in the very bell‘! fif
Lucknow, one of the rebel leaders, th-e Mauivi of Faiaabad, occupied v-
building with two guns. Cln at March, the house was carried by assault
but the lvlaulvi The following day, a rebel concentrationwtlfi
Icpottcd at the small town of Kursi, about ay mil from Lucknow on
the Fairabad road. A force under Hope Grant, arriving on the ajfllls
drove the rebels, believed to number 4.,o-oo, from the town.

‘With this action, the operations in Lucknow and its environs ended-
Losses on the British side had been small-—r ry otlicers and men i-tilled,
and no vvvndvd- B-vainly Campbell's determination to lteep anal-
ties down had been su-ccessfiil, overwhelmingly successful, in fact, if H
conlpatisonismade withtbecasualties bcforelllelhiwhert, betwflflfli
wt-=1 =-= 5¢Pv=wb-ct. 1.-in were lrilled and wounded. Unfortunately,
Campbell only saved lives so that they might be useles-sly lost later,
for in the hot-weather month of May 1355, for erample, though only
Iflfl men were lrilled in action, those who died from sunstrolre, fltlgflcs
and disease numbered not less than t,ooo. They died fighting the rebels
c‘mPb¢1l could have prevented from leaving Lucltnow.
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Cbasing Ills Rebels

blot only had the task of pacifying Uudh been ntsdc diflicult lJj" the
oontmauder-in-chief's handling of the rebels fleeing from Lucknow;
the difliculties were increased by the issue of a proclamation by the
gotrernor-general, Lord Canning. The proclamation was produced
without oonsulting Dutrans who, it will be remernhered, was the civil
cotnntissiouer for Cludh, or Campbell. The tenns of the proclamation
were to the efiect that all the land owned by those in rebellion against
the British wps to be considered fofieited. ‘ I have not ', wrote Russell,
still at C.arnpb|:1l’s headquarters, ‘ hrd one voice raised in its defence;
and even those who are habitually silent now open their mouths to
condemn the policy which must perpetuate the rebellion in Dudh.’
Under complaint from Uuttarn, a clause was inserted which qualified
tltc arl:-itrarjr oouiiscation of land hf; offering:

To those amongst them who shall protuptly come forward and give to
the Chief Cornruissionet their support in the restoration of peace and
Milt! tllla indulgence shall he large; and the Got-'et'uor-Genezral will he
ready to view liberally the claims which they may thus acquire to a
restitution of their forruer rights.

The proclamation was repudiated by the government in London hut
the damage had already been done. The chance ofan antnestjr was gone
and the campaign oould only end in the final defeat of the rebels.

Carnphell's first plan was to settle aflitirs in Uudit, or to refrain from
major action during the sumnter months in order to rest ltis nteu for
another winter Lord Canning, on the other hand, was quite
sure that Robilkband should he occupied as quickly as possiblo Tl1=I=.
most of the population was loyal to the Hritish—-or at least £riendl]r—-
and it would therefore he an easier campaign. Dudh could wait.

Campbell was now presented with three main tasltsi Th"! 5"‘ "J
Birflflgthen his outposts on the line of his advance towards and into
Uudlt; the second, to foun a movable column for the pacil-ication of
north and north-western Dudh; the third, to prepare for the conquest
of Rohilhhand.

D11a4Match,Campbrll detachedtheferee whichwasto garrison
Lutlr-now under the cornrnand of I-lope Grant. A oonsiderable area of
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Lucltnow, from the Machchi Bhawan to the Residency, was prepared
as a fortified centre for the garrison and a good deal of demolition was
carried out of houses and buildings to allow for an unrestricted field of
lire.

fin ss I1-larch, Campbell received news that the minor campaign
which harl been in progress against the rebels in Bihar was not going
well. Franlrs had lrept the district between Hen-ares and the foothills of
the Himalaya reasonably quiet, but on his leaving to join Campbell for
the attaclt upon Lucknow the rebels had again ta]-ten the offensive-
Une of the rebel leaders, Koer Singh, haci driven a small force under
Colonel it-Iiiman into Azasngarh (see map, page 55} and besieged the
town. To help Milrnan, Campbell sent oif a column under Lugard on
rp March. It was hoped that the Gurkha contingent-which, having
acquired all the loot it could carry, was now on its way baclt to Nepal
by way of Faiaabad-would help to relieve rebel pressure.

Lugard arrived at Sultanpur on the Citnnti on y April. There l1-=
hoped to cross the river, but the bridge had been destroyed and there
were no boats to be had. He therefore decided to march down the Il‘P=I
to jannpur. A few miles from his destination, near the village of 'I'ig1"-‘I.
Lugard encountered a rebel force of about 4,ooo men with two guns
Though his men were fatigued from a to-mile march, Lugard attacltrd
and drove the rebels oif, capturing their guns. By :4 April he was within
seven miles ofAaatngarh which was still besieged by Hoe: Singh and a
force estimated at ty,ooo men. Inside the town, ll-‘Iilman had in Flfli
received reinforcements and was certainly strong enough to have
bcolten out, but the commander of the reinforcements bad received
express instructions from Campbell not to act until Lugard arrived.

Flo-tr Eiogh drew up his force along the bmlts ofa small river at the
head ofa bridge ofboats. I-lis intention was to hold the river line while
the majority of his force would evacuate Azamg-arh, march to the
Ganges, and cross over into the jungles of Jagdispur, the area in which
he himself was a former landowner. Koer Singh held the bridge long
enough for his men to move out and then retired, fighting a series of
battles and inflicting heavy casualties. He finally crossed the Ganges on
== oval ass made for jagdispur. Hy this time, liner Siogbls army had
l=¢=fl reduced to about 1,ooo men without artillery. At that titne tllere
was a Btitish force of some rye men stationed at Arrah. Its commander
rnard-ted olfto meet llloer Singlt and was defeated on ry April, owing,
it was said, to the retreat being sounded by mistalte; the force lost t5;
lllllflds lflflluding the commander, and two guns. The nert day, Kort
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Singh also died, from shoclr, after amputating his own hand which had
been shattered by a cannonball while he was crossing the Ganges. His
bmther, sltrnar Singh, then continued a guerrilla war, raiding and
threatening towns and villages held by the British until his final defeat
in Clctohcr r E13, when he escaped to Nepal.

‘While all this was in progress, Hope Grant in Lucltnow was ordered
by Campbell to mardi a column to Bari, ap miles from Luclsnow, and
attaclt a body of rebels under the Maulvi of Faieabad concentrated
there. He was then to march east to hlnhamrnadabad, then, following
the river Gogra, to investigate a mmout that Haarat hlahal and t,ooo
troops were at a place called fiithauli, and finally to march to ‘t'tamna-
gar. Hope Grant left Lucknow on tr rtpril with y,ooo men. its he
neared Bari, the ltfaulvi, who was a namral tactician, tried to turn the
British flank, but failed because some of his men did not sticlt to their
orders. ‘When charged by British cavalry, he finally withdrew into
Rohilltband to add to the rebel forces there.

Hope Grant, following instructions, now moved upon Bithauli in
order to engage the refl there, but when he arrived it was found that
Hatrat lVIal'|a.l had evacuated the town. Hope Grant's nest lash was to
locate the Gurlrha contingent moving through the country on its way
home. He found them at a place midway between Rarnnagar and
ltlawabgungc. In his iournal, Hope Grant recorded a description of the
hlepall troops: ‘Thc European oflicer in command had great difficulties
to contend with in marching through a country so filled with rebels.
His force consisted of eight thousand men with twenty guns; Ft‘! ll‘:
could only reclton on two thousand men for actual fighting purposes.
He had two thousand siclt and four thousand carts; and each of the lat-
ter being filled with tents, pdvate property and loot, 1‘='Itl1lI°*l *'='=°1"il-l11E
to the usages of these troops, a man to guard it.’ Hope Grant nest
moved southwards to protect tlte road between Lucltnow and {lawn-
pore which a body of rebels was threatening neat Unao. ln s series nf
sidttnishe-s, he cleared his way to the fort of jellalabad neat.‘ l-'1-'InlsflnW
where he arrived on to May.

A threat now emerged from the south. An Ciudh talulthdar [land-
nwner) named Beni Ivfadho issued proclamations waming the inhabi-
tants of Lucltnow to evacuate the city as he was preparing In iflllili ll-
Hope Grant moved out to intercept him but was unable to do so as
Beni Madlio sensibly preferred guerrilla tactics to fired battlegrounds.
Tliln rebel leader was said to have the tremendous number of Ii-9°“
nsenuntlerhis command. Hope Grant, realiaingthathnwflflfllilmlim
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achieve any decisive engagement against such a force, scattered
throughout a countryside they ltnew intimately, marched instead against
another force of ry,ooo men which had talten up a strong position
some rs miles from Lucltnow along the Fairabad road. After malting
his dispositions, Hope Grant moved against the rebels on the night of
ta _lu.ne.

The rebel position was exceptionally strong. They occupied a large
plateau surrounded on three sides by a stream crossed by a bridge. Clo
the fourth side was dense iungle. 'I'he British reached the bridge about
halfan hour before sunrise. I-‘it day-light, Hope Grant crossed the bridge
and attaclted the rebel centre. Grant himself described in his journal
what followed.

Their forces appeared to be divided into four parts, each commanded by
its separate leader, and of course acting without any unanimity. Still
their attaclts were vigorous, if unsuccessful, and we had much ado to
repel them. A large body of fine daring aemind.-ari men broughttwo guns
into the open and attaclted us in the rear. I have seen many battles in
India, and many brave fellows fighfing with a determination to conquer
or die, hut I never witnessed anyd-ting more magnificent than the con-
duct of these retnindaris. In the first instance they attaclted Hodsuu‘s
Horse, who would not face them, and by their unsteadiuess placed in
great ieopardy two guns which had been attached to tlte regiment
Fearing that they might be ruptured, I ordered up the yth H11-sears, i-Ml
the other four guns belonging to the battery to witl'tin a distance of Err
hundred yards from the enemy, opened a fire of grape, which mowed
tltem down with terrible effect, lilte thistles before the scythe. 'I'l1sl-l'
chief, a big fellow with a goitre on his ueclt, nothing danrrted, caused
twogreertstandardsrobeplauted close to the guuscaudusedthernasa
rallying point; but our gt-ape~shot was so destructive, tltat whenever
they attempted to serve their pieces they were struelt down. T‘II'fi
squadrons of the yth I-lussars under Sir ‘William Russell, and two nont-
panies of Rifles, now came up, and forced the survivors to retire waving
theirs-words andspearsat us,anddefiantlycailiug outtoust-oconaenrh
Tar sallaat -to Hnssars charged through them twice, and lrillcd the
greaterpartofthern. Around the twngunsalonetherewere tat nnl'Pa'=fl+
fifrer threebours’ fighting, the day was ours: we toolt sir guns and lillotl
about sir hundred of the euerny. Clur own loss in lrilled and wounded
"*5 ll-T‘-".l"'5=""'¢l'l i and, in addition, tltirty-three nien died from snnltfflllfis
"I'll Ito were talten into hospital Sun and heat are fearful scourge"! in
this country during the hot weather; but, singular to ray, the suiferers
generally died during the night. 'I'he tneu fell asleep in their tents and
never awolte—apople:y, resulting from etrposure to the rtrn, being the
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immediate cause of death. ltegiments had for some time been endeavour-
iogto ohtain the description of head-dress suitahle for the climate,
hut had only just been supplied with them.

Th.is small victnrjr had tralnahle consequences, for it drove the rebels
from the vicinity ofLucknow. Grant now returned to that city and was
ordered hy Carnphcll to go to the aid of a former rehei raia who had
turned his coat and joined the British. He was now being attacked in
his fort at Shahganj by his former associates with some ao,ooo men
and to guns. Ctn ta July, Grant sct olfto rdiese the raja. At that time,
the rebel forces in Dudh were estimated to number about 6-o,oee
men and 4o guns. These were divided into nine principal hodies, and
there were also, of eourse, many more men operating in small
guerrilla detachments. More than _to,o-no men were said to he with
Hatrat Mahal on the river Go-gra not far from Faieahad; another
ao,ooo were besieging Shahganj, and the rest were scattered through-
out Cludh.

Grant, moving rapidly, arrived within a day's march of the fort at
Shahganj when he heard that the force besieging it had fled in three
columns, one going to l-lazrat lldahal, and the other two-—ahout 3,ooo
men--to Sultanpur. To that town Grant moved his force and, between
as and :7 August, engaged in a number of actions against the rehels.
C-In 13 August, the rebels abandoned Sultanpur. At this stage, it became
erttctuely diflicult to find and attack hands of rebels without consider-
ahle loss to British troops through snotrolre, fatigue, and disease.
Campbell therefore decided to postpone operations until the hegirming
uf the oold weather in Cictoher.

I7
The Campaign in Hsuiilkbnnd

Campbell, who had become lruown as ‘Old KbniInr'siar’ {Did Be-care-
fifl), was not taking any chances with the success ofhis proposed attack
opnn the rebels in liohillrhand. The province, which had remained
untouched by the British, held a considerahic force of mutineers Ernm
Di‘-lhi is well as the local inhahitants, the Rohiilas, who were ofAfghan
desoeut,underKhanBahadtuKhan,audtheretaincrsoftheI~lawahof
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Farulrlrabad. They had also been joined by the lldaulvi of Faiaabad.
Against this formidable combination, Campbell planned to send four
divisions; one cnrnrnanded by General Penny from ll-‘Ieerut, annther
by Brigadier Coke from Rurlti, a third oommanded by Walpole from
Lucknow, and the fourth led by Season at Fatehgatb. The latter, with
a small furor, had prevented the rebels from crossing the river llam-
gttnga and once again entering the Dual:-, in an action near Fatehgath
on 6 ApriL 5eaton’s function was to hold the gate while the others
attacked thc rebel centre at Bareiily.

The oolumn under Walpole left Lucltnow on y April. It consisted of
the nth Lancers, and Punjab cavalry, the qand, ypth, and pyrd High-
landers, the 4th Punjab Rifles, two troops of horse artillery, two ril-
pounders, two ll-lttch howiraers, and some mortars. Walpole's orders
were to clear the left bank of the Ganges of rebels and reintroduce
administration into the districts bordering the river. The
was not expected to offer much dill-iculty to a competent general-
Unfortunately Walpole, in this his first independent command, dis-
played only a remarkable talent for sending men uselessly to dreir
deaths.

For the first wcelt of the march, Walpolels abilities remained un-
tested, but on the morning of 15 April, after a march ofnine miles, he
found bimselfnear l-luya, a small fort yr miles south-east of Lucknow
and about re miles east ot' the river Ganges. D11 two sides, the fort was
protected by dense jungle. The fort was occupied by one rebel, bllrpat
Singh, and about aoo men, though Walpole's spies reported that the
number was over r,5oe. A native trooper ofHodson's Horse, who had
been taken prisoner by the rebels and held in the fort, managed ID
escape to Walpole and informed him that 1*-litpat Singh was prep!-red,
filler a shew of resistance to satisfy his sense of honour, to evacuate
tbe fort. Walpole refused to believe this story and, furthermore, stuclt
to the estimate of ‘l_.,jCl-Ct for the garrison. He made no attempt at
reconnaissance and would not allow any of his oflicers to examine the
fort. If they had done so, it would soon have been discovered that.
though the northern and eastern sides of the fort were protected by it
dense bamboo jungle, the westem and southern oliliered an eat}? ‘Will
in. These faces were approached by a ditch, everywhere shallow and in
some planes quite dry, and the walls themselves could be over.
Walpole decided to attack through the junglel Faced by such madness,
blirpat Singh decided to Eght, causing very heavy casualties to the
British forces and killing Adrian Hope, who was shot by a sniper at the

I-ts



THE CAMPAIGN IH RUHILKHAND

very moment, it was later believed, when he had derided to take over
command from Walpole and so stop the slaughter.

Finally, alarm-ed by thc casualties, Walpole set his artillery to bom-
bardthewalls andorderedtheretreatofhis i.nfa.ntry.Theforee wasin
an uproar at Walp-ole’s mismanagentent. Forbes-hiitchell, who was
there, wrote:

After we retired from the fort the ercitement was so great among the
men ofthe send and pgrd, owing tothe sauiliceofso many oflicets and
men through mismanagement, that if the oflicers had given the men
the least encouragement, I am convinced they would have tumed out
in a body and hanged General Walpole. The oliicert who were killed
wereall most popular men; but the great loss sustained by the death of
Adrian Hope positively crcited the men to fury. So heated was the feeling
on the night the dead were buried, that if any non-commissioned ofdcer
had dared no talte the lead, the life of General Walpole would not have
been worth half an hour's purchase.

During the night, Nirpat Singh evacuated the fort, leaving Walpole to
occupy it in the morning. Walpole then moved on and, on ry April,
was joined by Campbell on the Rohilkhand side of Fateligarh. The
column marched to Shahjahanpur, which was found evacuated, and
finally reached biitanpur I-Ian:-a and joined the troops ofGeneral Penny
there on 5 May. Penny himselfhad been killed in an ambush at linker-
auli on to ApriL '

ll-ieanwhile, on ry April Colre had crossed the Ganges at Hardwar.
General john _]ones was in nominal command of the column but, as
one historian of the Mutiny put it, though he was a brave rnan ‘he was
unwieldy in body, and incapable of very great activity. But he had no
jealousy and he was gifted with rare common sense. He saw at a glance
that Coke was the man for the work, and he was content to leave it in
his hands. In the that followed, then, and of which he reaped
all the credit, he never once interfered with Coke's arrangements. That
otfieer continued to be supreme—in all but name’. (Joke, after crossing
the river, routed the enemy at Bogniwala and continued his advance.
Urn at April he encountered a rebel force of ro,ooo infantry and t,ooo
cavalry, with lj guns, posted in a strong position on a canal at l"-lagtna
and, by the superb use of his native cavalry, put the rebels to flight.
After this victory, the oolumn met little opposition until it reached
bioradabad on all April. In that town, spies had learned that a number
of prominent rebel lenders were in hiding, including Fitua Shah, one
of the princes of Delhi who had escaped from that city. Coke. P1145115
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hiseavalrytoguardtheoutlet.-.Eromthetown, senthisinfiantryto
search the houses said to contain the rebel leaders. Twenty-one were,
in fact, talten, but Fir-u: Shah again escaped. Colte continued his match
on 5 May and two days later reached Mirganj, about I4 miles from
Barcilly. There he waited for news of Campbell. He had in Eact been
without information concerning the movements oi‘ the commander-
in-chief since he had crossed the Ganges.

As we have seen, Campbell had passed through Shahjahanput and
had met up with Penny’s force, now commanded by Brigadier H. Ii.
Jonea, at lvliranpur liatra. The evacuation of Shahjahanpur meant that
Campbell had already failed in one of his principal intentions. ‘Though
he had planned that the columns converging on Bat-eilly would sweep
the rebels into a net, the Maulvi of Faizabad--—with whom was believed
to be the Nana 5ahib—had managed to brealt through into Ch.1dl1- ft!
fihahjahanpur, Campbell left a small of yon men, and pushed
on.

The combined force reached Faridpur on 4 May, only a day's nlsfflh
from Bareilly. According to Campbell's spies, I-Chan Bahadur H1111?!
commanded a force ofah-out 5.o,ooo infantry, fi,ooo cavalry, and 4n guns-
Clnce again, these figures were heavily inflated. Nevertheless, there ‘W35
tau = very large force in the town. Bareilly toot was not partifllllfl-Flt‘
defensible, being rather scattered, hut the approaches to it lay across =1
plain divided by a nutnber of streams. Doe of these crossed the south
side of the town, and the bridges across it still stood.

Khan Bahadur Khan decided to meet the British outside the tuwfl
and,ontheeveningof4May,hesetupartilleryonsomcsandhillfl
which could command the British line ofadvance. He placed his -tat-airy
onthelianlrsandhis secondlineofdefettceinthesuburbs nl:'thc1‘fl1'FIl+
Early on the morning of the yth, Campbell's advance enefi‘=II1'
tered rebel cavalry, and by I5 a.m. Campbell l1ad formed his force iflffi
two lines ready for the attack. In the first line he had his Highland
regiments supported by the 4th Puniah Rifles and a Baluch battalion.
with a heavy field-battery in the centre and horse artillery and cavalry
on both llanlts. The second line consisted of the remainder of his force
and the baggage and the siege—train which might be threatened by the
large numbers of enemy cavalry.

At seven o'clock the line moved forward and was met by artillery-
fire. The advance continued and tl1e rebels abandoned their first li-l1¢
ofdefence without a fight and fell banlt on the town. The British now
Crossed the stream and the heavy guns were brought forward to bfll‘-I1‘
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THE CAHPAIGH IH RDHILKHAHIJ

bardtherelselpositions.'W'l'dlethebombardmcntwas goingonthe
remainder of the forte crossed the stream.

1'rmongthetroopsofl=IhanBahadurl¢l'.hanwereannrnhcrofEana1ieal
muslims, ltnown as Ghaais, men who believed that to ltill a non-
heliever would open their way to heaven. at the British line was re»
forming, a large body of Ghana-—‘ fine fellows, grizzly-bearded elderly
rnenfor the most part, with green turhans and cnmrnerbunds, everyone
ofthemwearinga signet ring withalong te:|;t Eromtheiioran engraved
on it ’—appea.red. Forbes-Mitchell recorded:

The dilths and our light company advanced in sltirmishing order, when
some seven to tdght hundred rnatchlocltnten opened fire on them, and
allatoncea most Fariouschargewasmadehyahodyofahoutyfio
lilohilla Ghazis, who rushed out, shouting 'BrIrni.|'l's.lr! iillahl nilahl Die!
Dis!‘ Sir Colin was close by and called out ‘Charis! Gharisl Close up
the ranltsl Bayonet them as they come on.’ However, they inclined to our
le.ft,and onlyafewcameon tothep5rd,andthes-eweremosdybayoneted
bythelight eompanywhiehwas ertendedinfrontofthe line. The main
bodyrushedonthecentreowfthearnmbutassoonashesawthein
change their direction Sir Colin galloped on, shouting out, ‘Close up,
Forty-Sec-ondl Bayonet them as tbcycoose on|' But that was not so
easily done; the Gharis charged in blind fury, with their round shields
on their left arms, their bodies bent low, waving their labor: [sahres]
over their heads, throwing themselves under the haynnets, and cutting
at the men’: legs. Colonel Cameron of the 41nd was pulled Erom his
horse by a Ghafl, who leaped up and seized him by the collar while be
was engaged with another on the opposite side; but his lifewas saved by
Colour-Sergeant Gardener, who seired one of the enemy's l'I.IlI"nI"T, and
rushing to the coloncl's assistance cut oE' the Ghari's head. General
‘Walpolewssalsopulledofl'hishorseand reeeivedtwosword-cuts, but
was rescued by the bayonets of the rrnd. The struggle was short, but
everyone ofthe Ghaais was l-tilled. Hone attempted to escape; they had
evidently come ontoltill orbelr.illed,and t5; layinonecircle rightin
front of the colours of the sand.

This attaclt over, the line advanced. It was now the hottest part of
the day and Campbell decided to call a halt to rest his troops. The
force found what shelter it could in the houses—sti1l outside the town.
Though the halt was medically wise, it was, lilte so many of Campbell's
cautious and intrinsically humanitarian actions, militarily fatal. As night
fell, Khan Bahadur Khan evacuated the town leaving only a rearguard,
and made ForPi1ibhit, 53 miles to the north-east. ‘Witch, the following
moming, Campbellls artillery opened up on the town, the only sound
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that was heard in reply was that of Colte’s guns from the other side]
Without news of Campbell, Cnlre had proceeded on his way to Barrilly
and had attaclted the rebels and silenced their artillery. Colre also
attempted to prevent the rebel evacuation with his cavalry, but without
success.

The nentt day, y liiay, Colre and Catnpbell joined forces, It was now
obvious that in the first stage of the Campbell had been our-
mant:euvrcd—the lldattlvi lrad escaped from Shahjabanpur, and Khan
Baharlur Khan from Bareilly. It was now the Maulvi’s turn tn talre the
offensive. Believing perhaps that Bareilly would hold out longer than
it actually did, he had decided to attaclt the weal: British force left at
Shahiahanpur. In fact, the British position there was not cornforlniJl¢~
Before the evacuation, the Nana Sahib had ordered the destruction of
as many houses as possible, so that the British would be without
shelter, and Colonel Hale—left in command by C.ampbell—therefnIn
moved in to the jail enclosure which, being substantially built, could he
made defensible. 'I'he Maulvi, with some other chiefs who had joined
him, mnved against this on the night of r May, but made the error of
not arracl-ting during the hours ofdarlrness. ‘When light came, Hales ‘"11"
had received wanting from spies, sent our reconnaissance parties "I-'l1"i'
observed large bodies of cavalry approaching the town. Hale vrisel]?
withdrew into the fortified area of the enclosure. lhieanwllilc, the
lillnlvl Wis occupying the town and squeeaing money contributions
from its wealthier citizens. He also placed eight guns in position "J
laotnliflrrl the The bombardment continued until tr May. ii"-ll
‘Without much wcalrcning the defences.

News of what was talting place at Shahjahanpur reached Campllfill
"I1 T May and he immediately nrdered Brigadier ]ones and a small fonffi
to deal with the hiaulvi. jones arrived at Shahjahanpur on t t May ind-
l>i' I11‘! it-nlte use of horse artillery, managed to prevent the hfaulvi from
¢H°‘“i"'=li' ‘Hing his cavalry. Jones rapidly drove the rebels into the
Eli? "Ids fining round through the suburbs, moved on to the in-ll:
5='15il1li' 1"=5'-lying to fight in the narrow streets of the town. As Jones
moved towards the jail, he found the main body of rebels poeitlnnyil
an =l'»= sands at-sun-:1 with can advance positions in the main street
l‘-ml-l-"E “T-‘ ill‘: l‘i-ll- Here Jones was at a disadvantage, for the ennui?
“wk? ‘ifluld °P"'-'-Tin! in the open space while be could not adeqtl-fl¢li'd--sglss l=1=_1ni|1=tr. He therefore decided to and t defensive position
Wlllle inviting reinforcements from Bareilly. During the following
tl1l'¢= dliis the l'daulvi's forces were augmented by them of I-la.-‘sin!
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Mahal and Ficus Shah. On 15 May, the li-iaulvi launched a series of
heavy attaclrs against ]ones’s position. All were repulsed but jones,
lacking cavalry {he had only three squadrons) could not retaliate.

Baclt in Bareilly, Campbell, under the oufious misoonception that the
campaign in Rohillrhand was over, was redistributing his forces.
‘Walpole was appointed to command the troops left in Robillthand, in
spite of his proved incompel;enr.e—or perhaps because of it, as the
CDlIlI[l.i1l1d£1'-lI1-lZl'l-lflf believed the to be over. Some regiments
were ordered to garrison B-areilly, others back to Lucltnow and hieerut.
A powerful oolumn, under Coke, marched oii on ta May towards
Pilibhit and Khan Bahadut lillian. Campbell, having rnade his disposi-
tions, now decided to move out of Rohillthand to some more -oentral
spot and establish his headquarters there. ‘With a small body of troops
and artillery, he therefore left Bateilly for Fatehgarh on rj May.

On reaching Faridpur the nest day, Campbell reoeived a despatch
from Brigadier Jones, and the day after, as he moved on, spies reported
that the i"vlau1vi—while still pressing Shahjahanpur-—had removed the
bullr of his force to Moharndi in Uudh. fin til May, Campbell marched
on Shahjahanpur and, after a minor skirmish with rebel cavalry, joined
up with Brigadier ]ones. With only three troops of cavalry to add to
those already with Jones, Campbell was unwilling to rislt a major
engagement and, while keeping the rebels active, sent to Colre for
further reinioroements. Coke, moving with great speed, joined the
commander-in—cl1ief on as May. Two days later, the whole force
marched on lldohamdi, only to End that the Maulvi had evacuated the
town after destroying its defences.

The was now really over, and Campbell proceeded to
divide his forces and place them in permanent positions for the rest of
the hot weather. The Maulvi, one of the few genuine leaders on the
rebel side, was ltilled by a ‘loyal’ raja—loyal, that is, in tho EH15! that it
was now obvious that the British were winning—at Paraio on the
borders of Cludh and Rohillrhand, when he attempted to rapture the
fort ;|;|fl-¢_ ‘Ibis was on 5 June. If he had lived, he would oertainly have
given the British a great deal of trouble, for, though without military
training, he was a natural tactieian, a description which oould not be
applied to any of the eomnsanrlers opposing bitn.
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Part Three

CENTRAL INDIA
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1
The Outbreak af the Matiiyi

In tsj 7, the Central Indian iigcncy {see map, page 154) consisted of sis
native states in alliance with the British government. blominally inde-
pendent, they were in Fact yet another example of indirect rule.
Authority was exercised by a British agent, and enforced by troops
paid for by the native rulers but oilicered by the British and taking
orders only from them. The sis states were Gwalior, Indore, Dhar, and
Elewas, which were ruled by lvlaratha princes and had once been part
of the hlaratha Confederation which had been finally defeated by the
British in tlity; and Bhopal and _]awra, which were Muslim states, and
had once acknowledged the liiarathas as overlords. To the north-west
was the Rajputana, a collection of native states under the control of a
British agent. The area under direct British administration was small,
but it included three important military stations, hjmer, hlasirabad, and
Nimach.

The sis states of the Central Indian Agency were in an area ltnown as
Malwa, which lies principally between the rivers Chambal. and Nar-
bada, the fortn-er a tributary of the jumna which it joins about so miles
below .l‘l.gra. blorth of the blatbada lies Bundcllehand. To the south
were a series of military stations, including Jubbulpur, 5-augor, and
Narod. The only European troops in the area were a company of horse
artillery at hihow near Indore. Between the Chambal and the hlarbada
flows mother river, the Bctwa, on which stands jhansi, a small
lvlaratha state anncsed by the British in tlijq. because there was no
direct heir to the throne.

Fit blasirabad, which was the administrative centre of the Rajputana
-I"l~g=nc'y, were stationed the rst Bombay Cavalry, the ‘ljlfh and goth
B-fifigfll blative Infantry, and a battery of native artillery. Un B ]une,
13:7. all except the cavalry mutinied and moved ofl' to Delhi. At
hiimach, rro miles away, a wing of the rst Bengal Light Cavalry, the
Tlntl Bengal Infantry, the yth Gwalior Contingent Infantry, and a troop
of native horse had mutinied four days earlier, moved off to
ll-gtl and, after defeating a British force, also marched to Delhi.

In Gwalior was a contingent raised mainly from the Bengal Army,
stationed at hilorar, five miles from the city of Gwalior. The contingent
I1!-lnlbeted B,ooc men, made up of twocavalry regiments. fflll-I II-flIl'lPi-"i=5
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THE DUTIIIIBAI DF TI-IE HUTIHT

of artillery, and ten infintry battalions. In addition to the main
force at ltiorar, there were detachments at hlinnch, Lalitpur,
Sipri, Gunab, and I-Iattras. The mutiny at hiorar took place on 14 ]'une.
After killing such of the officers and their families as they could find,
tlte contingent remained at Morar although it later formed the bulk of
the force which attacked General iiiindltam at Cawnpote (see page r 15).

At jbansi, the garrison consisted of a detachment of native artillery,
a wing of the rath Irregular Cavalry, and detachments of thc tath
Bengal Infantry. These mutinied on 5 _]unc and the British, who had
taken refuge in the fort, were murdered three days later when they
emerged--possibly, though this has never been proved, on the promise
of a safe oonduct Erom the Rani, widow of the last native ruler of the
state.

The headquarters of the acting agent in Central India were at Indore.
Mutiny did not break out there until I _]uly. The acting agent, Sit Henry
Durand, was not particularly sympathetic to the state ruler, who was
ltnown as the I-lollrar. The state army was made up of *;t,5oo men whose
loyalty was questionable. The nearest British ttoops—-a company of
artillery-—was stationed at Mhow, I 5 miles from Indore, and could not
be moved because their presence was the only thing that prevented the
sepoys from rebelling at hihow. Dur-and‘s first plan was to keep quiet
until a column of British troops under Colonel Woodburn, known to
be on its way, arrived. Cln t July, however, the Residency at Indore
was attacked by the I-lollr.a.t's troops and Durand was forced to evacu-
ate Indore and retired to Sihor. Biithitt a few hours of the outbreak at
Indore, the sepoys rose at Mhow. The oificer commanding the British
artillery was, however, able to hold the fort and the mutineers marched
DE, first to Indore, then to Gwalior, and ultimately to Agra, where they
WEI! defeated by Grcathcd’s force from Delhi [see page 5:].

Durand now attempted to get in touch with Woodburn's column
and finally met up with it, now under the cornrnand of General Stuart,
at Asigatb on as july. The column pushed on to Mhow, which was
rcoccupied on t August. Ar this stage, operations had to be suspended
bccauseoftheheavyrainsand tlteinadequatc numbcrofBritishtroops
at Stuartfs and Durand’s disposal.

III
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The Campaign is Malwa

In October 1357, as the monsoon ended, it became obvious that sum!
action must be talten against the various bodies of mutioeers who
spent the rainy season untouched by the British. Though the situaoon
in Indore was anything but reassuring, a more immediate danger
threatened at the town of Mandisur, tao miles away. There the nil‘-1~
tineers were under the command of the Mtiglial prince, Fm Shah.
and by the end of September were believed to number 1;,»-an-n man.
with 16 or I B guns. Against this force, Stuart and Durand could ml-15l=1'
only r,yoo men and nine guns. According to Durand's spies and I-‘J
letters that had been intercepted, a general rising was planned in Malwa
to coincide with the Festival of Dussehra. Early in October, Firua Ebih
advanced along the road to Bombay in an endeavour to cut the Briusb
t"oroe's communications with Bombay, and to attaclt the town of
Nimach. The situation was potentially of very great danger, for, it I111!
time, theNana Sahibwasneariialpi withalargenttmberofrebtlfi II-fill
might well have attempted to join up with Firua.

On ta October, Durand detached a body of cavalry to defend flli
town of ll-iandisur, threatened by the rebels, and sent another to tbt
village ofGujri. Two days later, he Ieirtforced the latter with threecorn-
panies of the ayth l"~i1I.li‘li": Infantry and sorne Dn 19 Untflblf,
with such troops as he oould spare after garrisoning Mlaow, he himifilf
set ofi for Dhar. There the fort was occupied by a number of mercen-
aries, Afghans, Arabs, and Mehranis, who had for many years supplif-*1
truops tothenativeptinoes ofthearea. 'I'i:tesenae:rcenar:iesweresaid
tobeinoomtnunirationwithfirua Shab,nodoubtintheI-mpeuf
employment and loot.

Durand arrived at Dhar on at October. The mercenaries, 111151!
perhaps over-confident by the absence of British activity during ll‘-ti
I'll-H5, quitted the fort in order to attack Durand in the open.. ‘Willi
three brass mnnon suitably placed on a hill to the south of the for-‘I,
the mercenaries advanced to meet the British foroe. An attaclt 53'
the 1jtl'l Native Infantry, however, captured the guns which WEE
then turned upon the mercenaries, while the remaining infanny I115
two batteries of artillery advanced against the centre and the mvalry
threatened the flanks. The dragoorts charged so vigorously that
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therneroenariesretiredintotbcfort,leavinghehindthern4o
dead.

The British, sitting outside the fort, now had to wait for heavy guns
to come up before beginning the siege. These guns arrived on the r.=|.rl't.
Durand hoped that the defenders of the fort might surrender but, after
sir days, there was still no sign. ‘When, however, a storming-party
brolte into the fort on 5. I U-ctober, it was Found to he emptyl The rrtain
body of mercenaries bad left the fort and slipped through the British
cavalry piquets unobserved. Duntnd ordered that the fort be demol-
ished, and continued his march through western Malwa towards
Mandisur, in pursuit of the mercenaries who should not have been
allowed to esmpe in the first place.

Cln ll November, the rebels attaclted a native contingent under the
command ofBritish oflicers at Mahidpur and defeated it. A small force
under Major Der was immediately despatched to the town and arrived
only to End it evacuated. Cirr, pushing on, caught up with the rebel
rearguard and in a sharp and bloody engagement defeated it, capturing
eight guns and a large quantity of stores. Casualties on both sides were
high: too killed and wounded in thc British force, and 175 in the rebels‘.

Durand, delayed by the slowness of his baggage carts, reached the
banks oi the Chambal river on 19 November. Though his crossing
was unopposed by rebels, it was resisted by nature, for the hanks of
the river were almost perpendicular and the water was deep and rapid
and littered with vast boulders. It toolt two days for the guns and
baggage to cross, but one eye-witness had never seen ‘a more animated
and beautiful picttue in my life than when our brigade crossed this
titer. The steep, verdant, shrubby banks, covered with our varied
flirt‘-Its. elephants, camels, horses, and bulioclts; the deep flowing clear
river, reaching on and on to the far east, to the soft decp—blue tuiltd
l_1°fi3'°'|1HiIt babble and yelling ofnten, the 1ses=gsrers=.rh=rnut-
lug screams of the camels, and the trumpeting of the wary, heavily
11}d»=a=1=phsse; therattleofourartillerydown the hanlt,tl1roughthe
nver, and up lhfl flPP¢¢il¢ 55¢; 51¢ splashing and plunging of our
Fl"-TI? through the stream—neighing and eager for the grttfl =11fifl_1P‘
i-"E Eli"-111d before them; and everybody so busy and iuvifil. 5l1'¢i"3'11"E
“P fmflil tilt deep water to their respective grounds; and all this in Iitt
hm» ilfllflst, of an enemy, formed a rahirss airtrrr‘ never to be the
3°51"-' B1-It tbis, it must be rerrtetnbercd, was a picture recollccttd in
 W, and the author did not have to push the guns of Pi-‘Ill ll“
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By the arst, however, Durand was within four miles of Mandisur.
He en-camped in a position covered to his front by rising ground,
flanltcd on the left by a village with gardens and groves of trees and.
beyond, another village. Dn his right were hills and villages and between
them and the rising ground was a plateau, some of it under cultivation.

About mid-day on aa November the rebels occupied the village on
the left of the British position and deployed their force in two parts
about the plateau, covering the approaches to hlandisttr. A brislr bar-
rage from Durand"s artillery, followed by a cavalry charge, drove the
rebels from the field and into the refuge of Mandisur. Neatt day,
Durand moved to within a tnile of the town and camped there, for
his spies had reported that a rebel force from Nimach was hurrying
to engage the British. A cavalry reconnaissance revealed a large
concentration in a village named G-oraria on the road to l'*~limat.h.
Durand decided to meet the rebels before they could reach Mandisur.
and found them well entrenched outside the village

Dncc again the better—h.-andled artillery of the British played a vital
part, but though the rebels were driven back on Goratia they could
not be dislodged. "i'i’l1ile the British attaclted the village, a rebel force
from hiandisur attaclted them in the rear, but were--with some
difliculty—drlven ofl'. As night fell, the rebels still held the village.
Neat morning at ten o'clock Durand’s heavy artillery poured shot
into the village from a range of r 5o yards, setting the buildings on fire.
s-as tl'te rebels has out, but at rrtid-day some roe ofthem surrendered,
though it was not until four o'clock in the afternoon that the remaining
defenders were finally dislodged.

The stubborn defence of Goratia served its purpose. ‘Whi.le the
British were engaged there, Firur Shah and about r,ooo men evacuated
Mandisur and made for Nangarh. The British were too exhausted to
follow them. Nevertheless, Durand had succeeded in holding the line
of the Narbada rivet and prevented rebel forces from joining up with
those in Indore.

Durand now felt himselfftee to tackle the problem of the Holl-.ar’s
mutinous army. Dr: :4 December, the British force was approaching
Indore ready to do battle with the rebels. But the eflects of Duraod's
little campaign were felt by the Holltar"s troops, and the Indore
army allowed itself to be disarm-ed.

Thereisnodoubt tl:ntDurandl:tadactedwithint1ell.i.geneeanddeci-
sion—two qualities in very small supply amongst ofiioers in the Com-
pany's service at the time oi" the lviutiny—and prepared the way for the
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linaltampaigniuCentralIndia.He thenbanded overhischarge tothe
Agent, Sir Robert Hamilton, who had returned from leave, and his
troops became part of the new Central India Field Force placed under
the command of Sir Hugh Rose.

5
T/is Road is fllsnsi

Sir Hugh Rose, who assumed oommand of the Central India Field
Force at Indore on to December, had had a career both
as a soldier and as a diplomat. Having fought in the Turkish-Egyptian
war of t B41, he had been successively consul-general in Syria, secretary
to the British embassy in Constantinople, and Queen’s commissioner
at the headquarters of the French army during the Crimean ‘War. His
attitude to the campaign hefore him was simple: ‘ii-‘hen your enemy
is in the open, go straight at him and keep him moving; and when
behind rarnparts, still go at him and cut ofl' chances of retreat when
possible; pursue him if escaping or escaped.’ He had exactly the right
combination of intelligence and dash which was needed in Central
India. The the rebels demanded quiclt decision and
rapid movement; both were supplied by Rose and his men.

Rose arrived in India on :9 September 1357, but the usual problems
of supplies and organization delayed his talting field command until
December. ‘When he did so, Rose divided his force into two brigades
oommanded by two brigadiers of the same name which, fortunately,
was diflerently spelt, The first brigade was led by Brigadier Stuart of
Ihf Bombay army, and the second by Brigadier Steuart of the tath
L131“ Dflgoons who was later forced by illness to relinquish his com-
l'fl=fld- Altogether, the whole Eorce numbered 4,5oo men, of whom a
ilfgfl proportion were Indians. Rose's instructions were to clear the
fiflflfltryside and to operate towards jhansi, but not to move forward
flfivpt in conoert with another oolumn under General Whitloelt which
was moving up from ll-iadtas. As usual, supplies and carriage were
F-=iIo= and there was a shortage of horses for the artillery. ‘While these
‘WEI! being got together, Rose spent his time pacifying the countryside
11011‘-fld Indore.

On 6 january, Rose accompanied by Sir Robert Hamilton left
Mhflwlflifliflthesecondbfigadeat SiltatinBl1opal,Eollowedbythc
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siege-train which arrived on the ryth. Earlier, Rose had received dis—
quieting news from the town of Saugor, where the mud fort sheltered
rye Europmn women and children and a very small garrison of 68
European artillcrymen. It had originally been intended that the relief
of Saugor should be the responsibility of General ‘iii'.""hitlocl|;’s column,
hut its movement was so slow that it was not erpected to arrive for
another two months. At Saugor were about r,ooo Bengal sepoys and
roe irregular cavalry who had so far remained loyal, but news came of a
large body of mutineers moving towards Saugor and it was feared that
the troops there would join them. Rose therefore decided to relieve
the fort himself. fin rs January, Rose and the second brigade set out
for Saugor.

About _I,o miles from S-augor stood the town ofHathgarh, dominated
by a strong fort sited on the spur of a long, high hill. The eastern and
southern fates of the fort were almost perpendicular and were pro-
tected by it deep and faseflowing ricer, 'I"h¢ ng-flh fag; was protected
by a ditch, and the western face, which overlooked the town, was well
protected by bastioned gateways. Rose arrived outside the fort on 14
January and drove the defenders‘ outlying piquets into the fort, and
then dispersed his troops around it while he drew up a plan of attaclt.
The rebels, once again made up of Afghan and Pathan mercenaries,
reoccupied the town and attaclted F.ose’s camp Erom the protection of
a dense jungle. When, nest moming, the British attempted to clear
them from the jungle, the rebels set lire to it, forcing the British to
turn back.

Meanwhile, the main body of Rose's force hatl driven the enemy
from the town and begun to establish breaching-batteries on the hill
opposite the north face of the fort. Clo the moming of the rytb, the
batteries opened iireand continued all thatday and throughout the night
until, at ten o'clock on the morning of the aflth, a large breach in the
walls had been made. ]ust as this was being reeonnoitred, a rebel force
was reported advancing to relieve the fort. Soon, a considerable body
of rebels under the leadership of the Raja of Banpnr appeared with
standards flying and bands playing to attaclt the besieging force in the
rear.
_ Rose, however, did not slaclren his Ere against the fort, but in fact
increased it, while detaching a body of cavalry, horse artillery and
infantry to meet the Rafa. As soon as they made contact, the Raia‘s
troops brolte and fled. The failure of the relieving force, had its efiect
""1 ill‘ d=f¢=I1d=l'$. who evacuated the fort during the following night
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by a route which the besiegers had believed impossible. ‘The most
amazing thing’, wrote one who was there, ‘was to see the place from
whence they had To loolt down the precipitious path made one
giddy—artd yet down this place, where no possible footing could be
seen, they had all gone—men and women—in the dead of nigbtl Cine
or two mangled bodies lay at the bottom, attesting the difficulty of the
descent Nothing but despair could have tempted them to have chosen
such a way.’ or not, the defenders did get away and it was
just as well that they did, for when the fort was occupied it was found
to be so strong that it would have talten Rose considerable efiort and
loss of life to reduce it. Though some attempt was made to pursue the
rebels, they had travelled too far for pursuit to he successful sod it wit‘-
soon abmdonetl.

Cln 5o January, news more to Rose that the fleeing garrison had
joined with the Raja of Banpur's troops at the village of Barodia, :5
miles from Saugor. Rose, with horse artillery, the 5rd European Infan-
try, most ofhis cavalry, and sappers, set oil’ to engage them and, about
four o'clock in the afternoon, came across the rebels drawn up along
the banlts of the river Bins. lifter some heavy fighting, Rose managed
to cross the river and fought his way, step by step, to Barodia, linaily
putting the rebels to flight. Rose thcrt retired to Rathgarh.

The area south of Saugor was now clear and the road to Indore re-
opened. Rose's neat rnove was to march as rapidly as possible to I-l'H=
telief of S-augor itself. Marchirtg directly from llathgath, Rose arrived
at Bangor on 5 February. Doe of the garrison wrote on that day:

51-ugor was relieved this morning by the forces under Sir Hugh Rose.
‘Wboran intaginetbegladness that then lilled the hearts ofthe Europeans.
shut up for eightwearyand anxious months ? For nranyatrronth and weelt
illlliiflg this we heard ofreliefbcing near, till we grew siclt will‘-I
ettpeeting and watching for its realisation. It was about eight days ago
lilflit we ltnew Sir Hugh Rose's force had arrived in the district. it
heralded its approach by the bombardment of Ratbgarh. ofla fli ill‘!strongest forts in Bundeil:l:tand.. . . at an to -as its it was rsvaltsti
that the fort bad been talrert, and that Sir Hugh Rose was close at hand.
- - - His troops marched right through the city of Saugor i.n a long l_If"=t
and you can imagine the impression their number made on the nausea
fiithepiace. 5u~chathingasaE-uropem regiment!-tadneverbeent-tellin Saugnr, and we certainly never expected to see Her sujews I-alt
Dragoons. These men, and the large siege-guns dragged la? °i¢Ph-""51
were a source of much curiosity and awe to the natives. You can blflilli
realise our feelings after eight months ofanaiety and imprisonment-
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llosesnerttasltwastocleartheoouorrysidetotheeastoffiaugor.

About rj miles from the town was the fort offiiathaltot, held by
rnutineersofthe jtst and jand Bengal Infantry. The fortitseifwasa
strong ooc, protected on one side by a river and on another by a ditch
an feet The fort itself had been constructed by French engineers
and its defences were so strong that, 4o years earlier, a British force of
tt,oo-o men with :8 guns had failed to talte it by siege.

As Rose approached the fort on II February, he found the rebels
entrenched behind earthworks outside lift: main defences. Driving the
rebels into the fort, Rose's artillery went into action against the rebels’
guns. As his force was small-he had left the majority ofhis men behind
at Saugor—Rose was unable to surround the fort and once again the
defenders slipped away during the night. After destroying the westem
face of the fort with gunpowder, Rose returned to Saugor.

H.is nett objective was the capture of jhansi. This taslr was held tfl
be of great importance. Sir Colin Campbell felt himself in danger as
long as jhansi remained in the hands of the rebels. Campbellls chief of
stafi wrote on 14 January: ‘Sir Colin will be glad to learn ifjhausi is
to he Fairly tackled during your present campaign. To us it is all-
important. Until it taltes place, Sir Colin’s rear will always he incon-
veoieneed, and he will he constantly obliged to loolt baclt over his
shoulder as when he relieved Lucknow. The stili neclt this gives to the
Cotnrnander-in-Chief and the increased diiiiculty of his operations in
consequence you will understand.’

Rose, however, was not rally strong enough to move across the I15
miles of rebel-held country which separated him from Jhansi. It was
necessary for him to join up with his first brigade before marching flfl
jhansi, and he was also without reliable in.i'ormatioo concerning the
whereabouts of ‘Whitlocifs column, which was supposed to have left
Jubhulpur for Saugor. Rose was further hedevilled by problems of
transport and supply, and he wrote to the governor of Bombay out-
lining his ‘I am unfortunately detained here by want of
supplies and carriage, to the great disadvantage of the public service: I
iuve lost nine precious days, doubly precious not only on account of
lost time at a season when every hot day endangers the health and lives
of the European soldiers, but because every day has allowed the rebels
to recover the morale they had lost by my operations, which I had
rnade as rapidly and eFl'ieic:nt]y as possible, knowing that any success
with Uficnttilt produces twioe as good a result it‘ one acts protnpllit
and follows up one success with another. Nothing requires system as
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much as transport. laying in supplies, as it is called, is perfecdy easy in
a fertile and peaceful country, but this will not do in my case, where a
country has been devastated or is in the hands of the enemy.’

‘When news came that "|iL'l‘J"'hitlt>-elt had left Jubhulpur, Rose began his
march to jhansi. To get there, he must first crush the rebels who had
talten advantage of his enforced stay at Saugor to occupy three impor-
tant passes and a number of forts. Do 3, March, Rose found himselfin
front of the pass of l“-ialthon, which was held by a strong rebel force. It
was obvious that a frontal attaclt would only lead to heavy casualties
and Rose decided on an attempt to the table-land above the hills
by going through the pass of Madanpur. fin 4 March he therefore
detached a small body ofrnen to give the impression oi’ a frontal attaclt
while he himself led the main force against Madanpur.

The pass forrns a narrow gorge between two ranges of hills tbicldy
covered with jungle. The rebels commanded the heights with. artillery
and had rnounted batteries in the gorge itself while deploying skir-
mishers in the jungles to harry the British force. The British were met
by a hail of tire in which F.ose’s horse was shot from under him, and at
one point were forced to retire. A strong infantry charge, however,
drove the rebels from the heights into the town of ltladanpur itself.
Rose, following through the pass, now brought his artillery to hear on
the town and the rebels fled to another fort at Sarai, pursued by Rose’s
cavalry.

The efi'eet of Rose's victory at ldadanpur was even greater than he
could have The rebels abandoned the Malthon pass and thc
fort of Narut to the rear of it; l.‘.lTt-E forts at Sarai, hlarowra and Banpur,
and the whole line ofthe Bins and Betwa rivers eitcept for the fort of
Chanderi which fell to Stuart and the first brigade on 11 February.

Itose now pressed on towards _Ihansi and by so February his advance
troops were reconnoitriog the city. At this crucial stage, llose and
Hamilton received letters—-one from the govemor-general and the
other from Campbell. Both instructed Rose to go to the assistance of
the loyal rajas of Panna and tlharltheri, who were being besieged by
Tautia Topi and the Gwalior Contingent. ‘It is the governor-general's
wish‘, said the letter to Hamilton, ‘ that this object should for the present
he considered paramount to the operations before jhausi, and that Sir
Hugh Rose should talte such steps as may most eifectually contribute
to its accomplishment.’

Charltheri was so miles away from where Rose was enearnped, while
Ibausi was just over I4 miles. The problem for Hose was whether to
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obey orders against his better judgement or find some way of avoiding
them. He decided that his opinion, fonned on the spot, was better than
those arrived at elsewhere, however expedient they seem to be.
On I 3 ll-larch, Hamilton wrote to Lord Canning expressing his own and
Rose's opinion on the inadvisability of bypassing Jhansi. ‘Tn relieve
Charhlieti’, he said, ‘by this force would involve refusing _]hansi, and
the suspension of the plans ofoperations towards Kalpi; both of which
operations form the groundwork of Sir Hugh Rose’s instructions.
However amtious, therefore, the desire to aid the Raia of Charltheri,
Sir Hugh llose is compelled to consider the movement of his force, or
of any part of it, in the direction of Chatltheri at present impossible
The advance of this force on Jhansi, in the opinion of Sir Hugh Rose.
is calculated to draw the rebels to assist in its defence; whilst the fall of
this fortress and its possession by us will brealt up the confedetaijts
talre away its tallying point, and destroy the power and influence of the
Rani, whose name is prominently used to incite rebellion.’ Rose wrote
to Campbell in a similar vein and his decision was later approved. But
before the governor-general's consent had arrived, Rose had already
moved on ]hansi, arriving outside the city on the morning ofat March.

llose halted his force on open ground ab-out a mile and a balffrom the
fort of_]hansi. Between him and the town were the ruined bungalows of
the European cantonment, the jail, the Star fort, and the old sepoy lines.
hlear the town were several large temples and groves of tamarind trees.
Dn R.ose‘s right, stretching to the north and east of the city, was a belt
ofhills; to his left were more hills; and due north lay the great fortress
itself, surrounded on all sides except the north and part of the south by
the walled city.

The fort, built on a high roclt and completely dominating the towns
was constructed of granite, its walls between Iii and so feet thiclt.
There were elaborate nutworlts and parapets all loop-holed for musltets
and artillery. Guns on the towers could play unresrrictedly on the
surrounding countryside. D-n one turret-—named the "iii"l1ite Tower-
waved the liani's flag. The roclt on which the fortress stood was almost
tswoidioht. and from the south face, the city wall—also loop-holed
and with parap-ets—ran south-east to a mound on which stood a cir-
cular bastion with Eive guns. Around part of this bastion was a ditch
tr feetdeepand 15 feetbrc-ad,ofsolid masonry. Thewalls oftbecity
were to good repair and well defended with bastions and parapet: for
nfletnen, and varied in height from ts to yo feet.

All thtswas observed by Rose himselfduring anertensive recon-
rtifi
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naissaoceonat March.Fromit,heleamedthatbeforehecouldtalte
the fort, or even attempt a siege, it would be necessary to clear and
occupy the dty. 'I'hat night, the first brigade tmder Smart joined the
British camp, and the oetrt day Rose scaled the esits from the city with
hiscavalry,determinedthistimenotto letthegartisonescapeifithad
the mind to do so. Inside the dry were some 1 t,ooo rebels.

Because of the smallness of his force-—'Whidoclt, who was supposed
to assist him, was still slowly moving on the way to Saugc-r—Rose
divided his cavalry into seven fiying columns, each with a troop of
horse artillery. Each column operated from a fired camp where bodies
of artillery and native infantry were also stationed. Batteries of artillery
were motmted and four of them were ready by the evening of the 14th
and opened iire on the city the next day. The bombardment continued
until a9 hiareh, the rebel guns replying vigorously until, on that day,
the bastion on the mound was levelled and the guns silenced. 'I'he
defenders in the city ltept repairing the walls as they were damaged by
the British guns and, though a breach was made in the walls, the fol-
lowing day it was soon filled in with a stocltade. "When the British
thought they bad silenced the rebel guns, they opened l-ire again.
Rose found himself rtmning low on ammunition and decided that an
attempt must be made to storm die dry. But the attaclt bad to be post-
poned, for, on the night of the gist, the defenders in the dry and the
hesiegers outside the walls saw the light of a great bonfire on the
]hansi side of the river Betwa. 'I'he rebel general, Tautia Topi, was
hurrying to the relief of the dry.

4
Tbs Battle sf his Br-ms

dtfter his defeat by Colin Campbell at Cawnpore (m page r 19}, Tautia
Topi had crossed the Ganges and, on instructions from the Nana Sahib,
had marched to Halpi. From there, with a small force of gcc sepoys
and four guns, he had descended upon Charltheti and, reinforced by
five or sir regiments of the Gwalior Contingent, had talten the town,
Si‘Pfl1Ii-Hg as guns and a considerable quantity of cash. While at Charlt-
ilsfl, Tautia had received an urgent request from the llani of ]hansi to
come to her aid. This he did, with ar,nc-n men and his as guns.

F-os¢'s position was hardly a happy one. Before him was ]hansi, still
ttiy



TI-IE BATTLE OF THE BETTA.

unoonqucred and understandably invigorated by the prospect of relief.
Approaching was a force commanded by one of the best gene-ntls the
sepoys had, and at whose hands the British had twine suifercd defeat.
But Rose was unshalren. He even refused to raise the siege and, as he
had done before at Saugor, detached only a portion ofhis force to deal
with the rebels. This portion consisted in all ofabout t,5oo men, a third
of whom were British.

Rose now drew up his force in two columns, the first under Brigadier
Stuart and the second under his own command. His plan was to attaclt
the rehel force at day-light on 1 April. At Four o'clock in thc mousing,
however, Tantia Topi tool: the initiative and advanced on the British
line. A report that a be-dv of rebelswas crossing the Betwawiththe
apparent intention of relieving jhansi from the north had led Rose to
send a column to intercept it. ‘When Tantia attacked, Ros-e’s force was
less than 9-no men ofall a1:|:ns.As the rebels advanced, Rose nrdered his
guns to open Fire. However, they did not have much effect, espedally
as the rebel line overlapped the British on both flanks. Rose therefore
massed his horse artillery on his left, strengthened it with a squadron of
HWIIIF. and ordered it to attaclt the enerny‘s right while he and another
squadron attaclted the left. Both attaclts were successful. To use Rose’s
own words: 'th-ecnenty poured a heavy fusillade into the cavalry; the
Valaitis [Afglnn mercenaries] jumped up in hundreds on high roclts
and boulders to load and fire, but before they could reload their match-
loclts, Captain Need, leading his troop in advance, penetrated into the
midst ofthem, and fora timcwas so hotly engaged thathisuniforntwas
'5'" "1 Pi=fl=5s ilthough, singular to say, he only received a slight wound
himself. The attack on the enemfs right by the lite of Captain Light-
foot’s battery and the charge of the tsth Light Dragoons were equally
successful; and the enen:|]r hroite and retired in confusion.’

As the llanlrs retired the centre, observing British il1l:I.l‘Il.l1'jl" advantlflgs
broke in complete disorder, overwhelming its own second line. This
ll?!‘-1» Efimfllifldod by Tantia Topi in person, occupied a position on
hlgh ground protected by jungle. As the first line collapsed, Tantia
saw that Stuart with a detachment of the first hrigade—which had been
sent to intercept the rebels moving from the north—was also advancing-
driving the enernv before l':|.irn. Tanl:ia itnmediatelv set fire to the jungle
1'15 “Em T" Istuett, hoping to ntaltc a crossing of the Betwa. This he
f"‘==="="d"¢l in dfliflgs hotly pursued by the British through the burning
jungle. Tantia was forced to leave behind all his guns, large quantities
ufstores and equipment, and r,roo ofhis force dead and wounded.
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W'irl|outhisarti1lery,hedecidednottotryand holdalineonrhe
Betwa and fled towards Kalpi. Rose was now free to turn his attention
to the capture of

5
The §tsrntt'ng syr jbansi

While the battle of the Betwa had been going on, those left behind to
oontinue the siege of went on pouring shot and shell into the
city. For some reason, possibly because of treachery within her own
ranlts, the Rani made no attempt to leave the city and attaclt the seriously
depicted force still besieging it. British siege-guns had |:nanaged to
widen the hreachin the walls and, by a April, it was thought to be just
large enough for an attempt at assault to be made.

Rose, who had returned immediately to Jhansi after the defeat of
Tautia Topi, planned to launch a false attaclt against thewestwall of the
city and, while this was in progress, the main storming-party would
rnalte for the breach and attempts would be made at various places to
est.“-tlatle the walls. For the latter purpose, the sappers, the gtd Bombay
Europeans, and the Hyderabad Infantry were divided into two columns
and a reserve. linother body, of Royal Enginers, the ssus Puts. and
the ajth Bombay Native Infantry was similarly tliyided, not Coll-III!-I1
being detailed to stonn the breach and the other to attaclt a rocltct-tower
to the right of it.

Three a.m. on 5 April saw all the parties in position, waiting forthe
soundofthegunsinthefalseattaeltas tltesignaltnadvaneeflwhenthe
sound tame, the hr-each-party under Lieutenant-Colonel Lowth moved
up and through the breach, while the rocket-tower party under Major
51"-tart, after a sharp engagement, forced its way into the town. The
I-‘Wu parties then joined up and rnade for the F.ani's palace. ltieanwhiles
the other two coluntns were preparing to attaclt. one of the city gates
where the defence, according to a traitor in the Ra1I1l'5 III-IIlPs "'1'"-'5
weakest

As the British approached, enemy hugiea could be heard and very
heavy Ere was brought to hear upon the advance “filing th:
stalingeladdcrs. However, they managed to place their ladders at three
positions along the walls. But, wrote Dr Lowe, an eye-‘wlflisfil. '|fl1=
fire of the enemy waned stronger, and amid the chaos of sounds, of
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THE STDRHIHG OF JHAHSI

volleys of nsusltetry and of cannon, and and bursting
of rocirets, stinlr-pots, infernal machines, huge stones, bloclts of wood,
and trecs—all hurled upon their devoted heads—the men wavered for
a moment and sheltered themselves behind stones’. Reinforced by toe
men of the 3rd Europeans, hurriedly brought up, the stormcrs rushed to
theladders, but many were too short and others broltc asthemenhcgan
to climb. But one body got over and were soon joined by more, in
bitter band-to-hand fighting. At this point a party deter-lied by Lowth
fell upon the rear of the defenders, who brolrc, and the British con-
tinued their movement towards the palace. Each street and house was
tenaciously defended, and as the rebels retired on the palace they set
fire to the houses surrounding it. A surgeon with the British force
tlescn'bcd howthestormers moved downthesneettothepalacewhielt
ran by the side of the fort: ‘Thc rrtatchlocit and muslretry fire on the
nsenatthispoint wa.sperfectly hcllisbl'I'hebuiletsfellso thichlyin
rhedustyroadthattheyresesnbledtheefliscrofhailstonesfallingin
water when strilring it, and the men fell thicl: and fast here. Doe point
ofthestreetranquiteclosetothegatewayoftbefortandwasnotpassed
without severe loss. Here it was that most of our men fell.‘

"i'illten the British finally forced their way into the courtyard ofthe
P"-liifls #1111 Iflflfll in Ills building was bitterly fought over. ‘Wild! I
got into the palace’, wmre an oflicer who was present, ‘I found it
crowded with our soldicry, some lying down worst out with the heat
and hard worir, some sauntering about with two and three puggries
upon their beads and others around their waists, some lying down
groaning from their wounds or the explosion, and others busily engaged
*=I1II11g111-siting the ilarnes in the rooms where the explosion had talten
Fl-‘1'-1 Tits ‘Whole place was a scene of rjuiclr ruin and confusion;
visdav-s. dusts. tons, and furniture went to wreck lilre lightning-
.. . lli"el'radbeeosonsetwol1oursintlte palacewhenitwasdiscovered
that a large body of the enemy had shut themselves up in the stables.
Th: Bath "id Sid El-11'flP¢fl-its rushed in upon them and slew every mflfl
—"P‘“’iI~'-'15 of fifty—but not before they had cut down some dozen
Europeans. The wounded men came straggling out with the roost
terrible sword cuts I ever saw in my life,‘

‘While the palace was being fought over, a body of rebel cavalry had
attempted to three the British piqucts and failing to do so had talten up
9- Pflilllflfl to the west of the fort. ‘iiiilsen they were attacked, the
“"17? ii-ll-l=¢l Ihtrtnaelves rather than be taken prisoner or-what was
more likeiy—ltille-rl by the British.
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TI-IE swoassrszo os JHJLHSI
Htavy st:::t-fighting oontinustl until th: following day and no

quarto: was giytn, :1r:n to women and :hild::n. ‘Thos: [of th: t:b:ls]
who oould not ts:-apt throw tbtir wom:n and babes down w:.1is and
tb:n jumped down thtmsclyts.‘ Tb: British wot: not just oaptuting
th: city but w:t: intont on d:st1'oying what was to th:n1 as south a
symbol of cruelty and suffering as th: city of Cawnpot:. ‘No lZl'h11;l[.li.lfl
titrtnonty was to marl: the fall of th: city’, wtot: Dr Lowt. And ht
was fight. Looting and nsassaot: wot: £1-otly aliowtd.

Hut th: Rani, ‘th: _]::s:b:l of India’, whom th: Bsitish b:li:y:d
tosponsiblt for th: tnnrdot ofwhit: won1:n and childrcn, was to :s:ap:
th:it yongoantt. .FL&:r l:aving th: palaoo, to which sh: had tttutnod
a:Ft::|: fighting with som: of ht: troops against th: stonning-party, sh:
mtit:-d into th: fort. ht midnight on 4 April, sh: and a small patty left
th: fort a.nd mad: for th: north gatt. Passing through it, sh: mad: ht:
way through 1?.os:’s piqutts and was many milts away from jhansi be-
for: th: British discoyotod sh: was gont. How sh: got through th: tav-
airy piquots has n:y':r b-:::n satisfactorily :'.tplain:d. Ros:‘s biogtaphczt
maintained that it was ‘with th: tonniyants ot' a natiy: oontingont
s::ts"ing- with Sit Hugh‘, which, though possiblu, is not probabit. Th:
mot: liltcly tztplanatioo is that Ros:’s troops wot: too busy looting
ifld murdoting to lo: much tonntztntd with thos: ostaping from th:
city,

Whcn Ros: hoard of hot flight, h: stnt a cavalry d:tathn:l:nt undo:
Litutonant Dowlter in pussuit. ‘I was gaining fast’, h: rccallod lat:r.
‘ on th: Rani who, with four atttndants, was sstaping on a gtty hum.
wh:n I was dismonnttd by a s:y:r: wound and would bay: b::n almost
tut in half bot that th: blow was tusntd by th: t:yoly:t on my hip. I
was thus obligtd to giy: up th: pursuit and th: lady tscapod for tho
rim: being.‘ Th: Rani nsa-:.b:d Klalpi b:fot: midnight on th: 5th, to b:
iflintd tht:: by Tantia Topi who bad bo:n tnalsiflg his way, tathlrr
lcisurtly, from bis d:f:at on th: Botwa.

Ros: o::upi:d th: now-tl:s:rt:d fort on 1 April. Ont: again, th:
action had followod th: gcnitrll prattcrn of th: Mutiny campaign: stiff
t:sista.n:: and thtn a sudden flight by th: ssssndos fsflassd bs Ihs
Pfltcfnl ootup-ation of a fort. Sons: 5,ooo ‘ t:b:is' w:t: daimtd by th:
British to hay: b::o ltillod in th: bani: for jbansi but it s::ms obvious
th1tmostoi'd1:s:w:t:ki1lodinth:townaEt:ttb:Btitishbad:nt:rod
iHifldfl1lflyw:t:inno::fltwomtnafldnhi1dItfl.Th¢stitoflEtiJt£itj*
was t::tibl:. It must hay: sotrotd likc soon: vast cbam=1-hfl'-1i=- UH!
flfflminltahiuntsnfjbansiwhommagodtoostapcthfinflflilfli
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s-ol1:ys of mnskctry and roaring of oaooon, and hissing and bursting
of roolttts, stink-pots, int':.tna.l rnanbin-ts, hug: stonos, bloclts of wood,
and tt'::s—ali hurled upon their dcyotcd hsads-—-th: men wavtrtd for
a n1on1:nt and sh:.lt:r:d th:n1s:1y:s behind stonns’. Rtinfottsd by too
mttn of th: 3rd Entop-cans, bnrritdly brought up, th: stotmsts rushod to
th: laddtrs, but many w:r: too short and -nthors btolt: as the mm bsg-an
to nlirnb. But on: body got oy:r and w:r: soon jointd by rnor:, in
bitttr ha:nd~to-hand fighting. At this point a party dotanhod by Lowtb
Etii upon tb: r:a.t of th: d:f:nd:ss, who brolos, and th: British oon-
tinu:d their ntoyetntnt towards th: Each stttct and boos: was
tsoaniously dtftndttl, and as th: rtbcls r:tir:d on th: paiao: they stt
fit‘: to th: housts suttounding it. A sutg:on with th: Britishforo:
dosttihod how th: storntttts tnosrod down th: sttott to th: palau: which
Ian by th: sid: of th: fort: ‘Th: tnatchlo-tit and tnusltctty fir: on th:
nstnattbispointwasp-:tFoctlyh:llishl'I11:bnli:tsf:lisnthick1yit1
thsslustyroadtbatthtyrtsomblodtbttfiottofhaiistontsfaiiingin
wat:t wbtn striking it, andthcmtnfsllthitk a.ndfasth:r:.Un:point
of th: str::t ran quit: :Ios: to th: gatsway of th: fort and was not passed
without s:1t:r: loss. H:r: it was that tnnst nlf out mm fill.’

‘Whoa th: British finally fotttd th:ir way into th: oourtyard of th:
palate, :a:b room in th: building was bitttrly fought osrsr. ‘was: I
Em ifllfl I11: palms’, wrot: an offitor who was pt:s:nt, ‘I found it
ttowdtd with our soldicry, sotn: lying down wotn out with th: it-sat
and hard worlt, som: saunt:ting about with two and tht:: puggtits
"PU" ‘hill’ hflflrls and othtrs around th:ir waists, sotn: lying dflwfl
H1'°_'11'-ill; Erntn thtitwounds orth: tsplosion, and oth:ts busily nngagtd
'=I'-'-lllgl-Iifihiflg th: fiamts in th: rooms what: the txplosion had talttn
P1_1¢=- Th: who]: plan: was a soon: of quick rttin and confusion;
‘='"="iaw- daara. bass. an-:1 atmau-.-t w:nt to wrotit lilt: lightning.
.. . 'W:hadb::nsom:twohoursintb:palaoewh-tnitwasdistoytttd
‘hit ‘ l"'1'E¢ limly of th: :n::my had shut th:m.s:ly:s up in th: stabl:s.
Th=35th'"1difiiEl1IflPfiln5mshodinupon th:m and slcwtyoryrnan
—'apwards of fiFty—but not btfotn thty had cut down snm: do.-ton
E"I°P=1fl-ts The wound-td nsso cam: straggling out with th: roost
tttriblp sword cutsl :1:-:r saw in my 111%,’

This tbs tahac was lacing fought oyor, t ho-dy ts r:b:l cavalry had
att:tnpt_:d to fort: th: British piquots and failing to do so had taltun HP
‘P°"tl°f1Tflfl1:w:stofth:fott.‘W1t:nth:yw:r:atta:k:d,tb=
¢lW1l'Ji' iilllfiil th=lIl-suivcs rathct than b: talt:n ptisnncr or-—what W15
mot: lilt:Iy—~kill:d by the B1,-;i|;i_5h,
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-rnr. sroatrrtto us ynsbtst
Hoatry stroot-fighting oontinuod until th: following day and no

quartor was gitron, otron to womon and cbildron. ‘Thor: {of th: tobclsl
whocouldnotoscapotbrowthcirwomtnandbabos downwollsand
thou jumped down thcmsolyoo.’ Th: British wot: not inst capturing
tho city but wcro intont on dosttoying what was to thorn as rnuoh a
symbol of ctuolry and sutforing as th: city of Cawnporo. ‘Ho maudiin
clontoncy was to ntarlr th: fall of th: city ', wrot: Dr Lowc. And ho
was right. Looting and massacro wot: Etooly allowod.

But th: Rani, ‘th: ]:r:b:l of India‘, whom th: British boliot-:d
rosponsiblo for th: mutdot ofwhit: womon and childron, was to :-soap:
thoir srongoanoo. Jisftozt ioaying th: palaco, to which sh: had trtut-nod
aft:-r fighting with som: of b::r troops against tb: storming-party, sh:
rotirod into th: fort. At midnight on 4 April, sh: and a small party loft
th: fort and mad: for th: north gator Passing through it, sh: mad: hot
way through Ros:’s piquots and was many milos away Etoro jbansi bo-
for: tho British discoyorcd sh: was gono. How sh: got through th: ray-
alry piquots has noyor boon satisfactorily ::rplain:tL Ros:'s biograpbor
maiotaiood that it was ‘with th: conniyanco of a natiy: oontingont
sorying with Sir Hugh’, which, though possiblo, is not probablo. Tb:
rnorc liltoly explanation is that Ros:’s troops wot: to-o busy looti.ng
and ntur-doting to be much oonoornod with thos: tscaping front th:
city,

‘Thou Ho-so hoard of hor flight, ho sont a cavalry dttacbmcnt I-Illliiflf
Licutonant Dowlror in pursuit. ‘I was gaining fast’-', hi Iflfil-U-iii lill‘-fir.
‘on th: Rani who, with four attondants, was osraping on a groy hot!-=.
whon I was disniounttd by a soyorc wound and would hatro boon almost
Cut tb but but that th: blow W15 I.'1.1.'lIl.DCl. by tbb ItW'Dl‘li"t!l' bb tbs his I
was thus obligod to giy: up thc pursuit and tho lady oscapocl for tho
tint: boing.’ Tb: Rani roachod Kalpi boforo midnight on th: yth, to h:
jbibbs Ill-tit by Tifltitn Topi who bis bbbb malting his was. rathsr
ltisuroly, from his dofsat on th: Botwa.

Ros: oocupiod th: now-dosottod fort on 5 April. U-no: agailt ll“
ifiion had followod th: gcnoral pattorn of th: Mutiny campaign: stiff
rosistanc: and than a srrdrlon flight by th: drtftndors, followed by rho
P=Io:Fl-ll occupation ofa fort. Soto: 1,ooo ‘tt=h:li' WEE flilflwd bi’ ‘hf
British to hay: boon ltillorl in th: battl: for ]hansi but it soonts obvious
thatmostoftboso worckillodinthttownafttrthcfiritishhadontcrod
its and many wot: innooont womon and childrtn. Th: stat: ofth: city
was totriblo. It must haw: sccmoti lilr: sotu: yast :harn:1-hons:- Duo
flfthtiohabitantsofjhansiwhomanagodtooscaptthnmli-51¢!‘
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described the condition: ‘In the squares of the city the sepoys and
soldiers collected hundreds ofcorpses in large heaps and coveted tbtrm
with wood, floorboards and anything that came handy and set them on
lite. l"'-low every square blazed with burning bodies and the city loolted
like one vast burning ground. By another order the people were givta
permission to take care of their dead, and those who could afford to
give a ritual cremation toolr away the bodies of their relatives and
Friends, but the others were just thrown on the fire. It hc:ca.rne dillicult
to breathe as the air stanlt with the odour of the buru.ing human lltsb
and the stench of rotting animals in the streets. The carcases of thou-
sands of bulloclrs, camels, elephants, horses, dogs, cats, dooltoys
buiialoes and cows were strewn all over the city. These were coiittttsl
and removed to the outslrirts of the city where a huge pit was dug inffl
which they were all pushed and the pit covered with earth.‘

British losses were comparatively small, 543 ltilled and wounded If
the defenders had chosen to light it out, Rose would probably have
been unable to talte the fort for, as be himself wrote in his despardl,
‘It was not till jhansi was talten that its great strength was ltnown-
Tbtr-: was only one part of the fortress, the south curtain, winch was
considered practicable for breaching. But, when inside, we saw this
was a rnistaltc, there being at some distance in rear of the curtain s
massive wall fifteen or twenty feet tbiclt, and immediately in rear of
this a deep ranlt cut out of the live rock.’ Again it was the rebels’
lack of military erpertis: and of dynamic leadership that gas"! ii"-1
British their victory.

6
Frans ]:5ns.tt' is Kaébi

After Jhansi, Rose's neat objective was to march on the rebel strong-
bold of Iialpi on the river jutnna. There the rebel forces in the area
were now concentrated under the general leadership of the Rao Sahib,
the Nana 5ahib's nephew and one of the most energetic of the rebtl
loaders. Halpi lies tor miles to the north—:ast of jhansi and 45 fro!"
Cawnpore to the south-west. The capture of lialpi would rrtean that
Rose’s force could approach the rear line of Colin Campbell's area of
operationsand clcarthe way fora march on Gwalior (see map, page I14)-

Rose, however, was in no position to leave Jbansi. His men wort

ryr
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exhausted after ry days of continuous action under the full weight of
the Indian sun, and it was not until rj April that he was able to begin
his journey to ltlialpi.

Leaving a small force at jhansi, Rose set olf with the first brigade,
and left tho second to follow two days later. Du as April, Bose had
sent a detachment under Major Gall to watch tbe rebel garrison of
Kotab, who were believed to be sltirmishing near the Kalpi road.
Another detachment was also sent to prevent the lllajas of Banpur and
Shabgarh from crossing the Betwa.

In I-Calpi, the Rani of jhansi now pressed the Ran Sahib to reorganize
the rebel forces, and some attempt was made to discipline thent for the
coming battle. The Rani was disliltcd by the other rebel commanders,
possibly for her good sense and certainly for her seat, and Tautia Topi
was once again appointed to corrunand the rebels against Rose. The
Rani, however, did persuade the other leaders that Ros: should be met
outside Kalpi and the town ofF-lunch, .:|.r miles to the south, was chosen
as the place to meet the British. Unforurnarely, the Rani’s plan of
cantpaign—wblch showed some awareness of military tactics—was
not accepted by Tantla Topi who, as on previous occasions, did not
pay enough attention to his Hanks. The choice ofKuncb gave the rebels
a strong series of defences, for the town was difiicult to approach.
being surrounded with temples, woods, and gardens. The town itself
was protected by a strong wall and entrenchmeuts were constructed in
front of it.

Major Gal], who had been continually harassed by rebel slrirmishers,
had reached the town of Purch, 16 miles from liiunclt, on t May, and
on that day be was joined by Rose and the first brigade. Major Clrr had
found himself unable to cur ofi the forces of Banpur and Ehahgatb.
after attaclting and dispersing them at Kotah, and most of them had
managed to escape. Rose now ordered Clrr to march on Itiunch. The
Country between Puteh and Enoch, in which there were a number of
small forts, was evacuated by the rebels who retired on Kuneh itself.

Un 5 May, Rose was joined by the second brigade and itnmtdiately
marched to Lohati, only to miles from Kuneh, and there prepared his
plan of atmclr. Hearing from his spies that Tautia Topi had once again
concentrated his troops in the centre in preparation for a frontal attaclt
by the British, Bose derided to nun the rebel tianlt and get himself into
Position Eacing the urtfortilietl side of F-lunch. If this succeeded, th:
movement would also threaten the rebel lino of retreat to Kalpi.

In the early hours of 6 May, the British brolr: camp and, after a malt-h
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of t4 miles, ooeupicd a position two miles from Kuneh. The first
brigade fonned Rose‘: left, the Hyderabad foroe his right, I-mil flit
seoondbrigadethe eentre. The sun was nowhighandarestforimflil
was ordered while Rose inspected his men and reconnoitrod the town.
Major Gall, after a recorlnaissance, reported that the rebels bad retired
from the wood and temples to a position nearer the town and had with
them a body of cavalry. The British artillery now began to bonlbatd
the rebel positions and drove some of the defenders out of Il‘ll:II su-
trenchtnents and into the town itself. _

Rose now decided to clear the approaches to the wall. This he tllfl
with his infantry and penetrated tl1e north sector of the towta
actinn, which toolr about an hour, drove the rebels out along the Ha-lpl
road. The is;-ms li:-Iigarlll: followed in pursuit and the rebels, who hsd
altcrnpted to retire in good order under the proteolzion of l=I"P'l-11?’:
brolte up into srnall bands which scattered over the -CIlIt:[l.5I'i"C plflfl
that lay between 1"-lunch and Kalpi. The rebel losses were estimitfll fl
tiootuenltiliedaud IjgUfl5fi1PIUIflEllJjFT]Jl.1BIlIl.Sh.'Tl]CCiSUfl]fl¢SIfl
Rose’s force amounted to Ba killed and wounded.

The British, however, were again too exhausted to keep HP th:
pursuit for, though their casualties in the actual fighting were small,
the numbers struck down by heat exhaustion were considerable. There
was no shelterfromtliestlnandthefieldhospitalswereiiilloflflfil
suflbring from sunstrolte. Rose, quite rightly, bclievitd that he Dflllld
have achieved -= real victory if only he llfltil been able to follow up lh-=
pursuit of the iiocirlg rebels. “We $l1Dl.1.l-El have destroyed the enev-ti
he wrote three days later, ‘had not the dreadful hear paralysed the 111$"-
E-leven poor fellows were ltilled outright by the sun and min? B19"
were struck down. I was obliged four times to get oil’ rny horse by 55:5‘
sive debilityl The doctor poured oold water over toe, and El" film?‘
tives, which enabled me to go on again. I do not tl1in]t.I shall still’ H1
Iudiatopasssurhanothertortnentas tto'intheshade."

The soul at Eunch aroused considerable reednrlinations in so ob:-I
lilfilfllquirtcrs at F-Iaipi. Everyone blamed someone else, but ill Wm
united in their criticism of Tautia Topi, who had fled from Kundl
ll:l.eal:lofl1istoen.l}ivisions weresotleepthat, whenrumoursreacbed
KalpitbatRosewasonhisway,matly rebelsleftthetownanddisperf-ed
into the oourltryside until, iflcording to one report, only tt soltl-IE1!
trtnained in the whole of Kalpi.

The rumours ofRose‘: movements were nor entirely without fourldr
atiou. Though he was very sbort of arnrnunition, water and fots-gr, 11¢
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wasdeterrninedtofinishrhecarnpaignbefore therainshegan andthe
river Jumna olvcrfiowed its banlts. By 15 May, he had reached Golowli,
sismilesfromllialpiontbe jumna. Thisplacewasnotinfact onthe
direct route from lfluncb to Kalpi, but Rose moved there in order to
meet up with a force under Colonel Maxwell which had been sent by
Carnpbell to co-operate with him. Ida:-swell l-ed reached the left banlt
of the jumna opposite E-iolowli, and there the two forces met. The route
talten also meant that the forlziiications erected by the rebels to impede
Rose along the main road to I-{alpi were bypassed

Rose’s march was unopposed by the rebels, but the heat was far
more successful than any military operation they might have mounted.
‘It was :19‘ in the shade,’ wrote Rose, ‘and two hundred men out of
less than four hundred of the 1jlIl'l. Native Infantry fell out of the ranlts,
sttielten by the sun.’ The s'un’s elibct was even greater on the white
troop-s. The rebels were well aware that the sun was their ally and they
were ordered by their leaders not to attaclt. the British before ten
o'clock in the morning, as fighting in the sun would kill them off
quickly. In spite of the heat, however, Rose was preparing for the
attaclt upon Kalpi.

7
Tile View at Kafpi

The situation at bad now The blawab of Bands, who
wasarelative oftheliaofiahibandwho hadbeenforeed to
rebels, arrived unexpectedly at Kalpi with 1,ooo cavalry, some infantry
and guns. This sudden reinforcement revived the rebels‘ spirits and
the sepoys began to retum to Kalpi from the surrounding districts.
TheF.aoSahibbcldaoouoci1ofwar,anditwasdecldedtodefeotl
llialpi to the last roan. ‘We will win or perish but never will we leave
the field’, they swore on the sacred waters of the ]umna.

The rebel position at Kalpi was a good one. Though the town itself
was without fortili-cations, it was approached by many miles ofcountry
split by deep ravines. In front, and in the direction of i'5.1.tnch, elaborate
defenees had been constructed to bar th-e road. These outworlts were
made up of trenches and barricades. The rear of the town lay upon the
jumna itself and the fort was sited on a precipitous roelt emerging
£10111 the river. The rebels believed that the ravines would severely
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hamper the movement of cavalry and guns. Should the rebels be driven
out of their forward entrenchments, they could fall haclr on a line of
temples each surrounded by walls. Behind the temples were more
ravines, then the town itself, with more ravines behind and finally the
fort, perched on its roclt over the Jnmna.

These five lines ofdefence were all very well, ifRose approached from
the front, but the British commander bad no intention ofdoing anything
so foolish. From to to to May, the British prepared for the attaclt under
constant fire from rebel patrols as well as the unneasing glare of the
sun. The state of Rose's men can be gathered from the report oftltt
cbii medical oiiiccr. ‘lo the action before Kuoch of the 7th ltlsliifll.
one regiment about ttro strong lost seven men by sunstroltc, and on the
march to Banda lost flvc men and admitted thirty-five into hospital;
and whenever it has been exposed it has suffered very severely. Though
the rest of the troops have home exposure better, their losses have been
heavy and their admissions into hospital very numerous, from the
overwhelming cliects of a temperature ranging from top“ to 117" lfl
tents, and seldom falling under too‘? at night. But to illustrate bttltf
the state of health of all rsnlts, I may mention that we have now 51¢
Europeans in homital, having lost in the we-elr twenty-one by 511!!-
strolte; and there is scarcely an otiicer of the Staff I-it for duty. The
Quartermaster-l'3cneral, Clergyman, the iidjutant-General, the Com-
rnissariat Dflioer, the Baggage Master, the Brigade Major, and Quarter-
master-Gcncral and Brigadier of tlte second brigade, are all siclt.
Several of these and many other oliicers will have to go to Europe. and
v1l1=1's will have to go elsewhere for change ofclimate. Thus paralysfil
as the force already n, and with the rest enfeebled and wom out by this
long and arduous I cannot refrain from mentioning H1?
apprehensions that should thc operations before Illalpi be protracted
and the erposure great, the force will be completely prostrated.’

Du the tgtb, however, a tnortar battery was established and opened
lire on the town, and two days later batteries were set up on the
northem banlt of the jumna by Marwell and opened fire on the fort
and the river side of the town. Ros-e‘s plan was that, while Maxwell's
batteries bombarded the town, be would clear the ravines and attatli
the southern face of the fort. The British force occupied the ground
between the river and the road from Kalpi to Banda, with its right
testing on the ravines near the river and its left nearly touching the road.
Dn as May, Rose received information from his spies that the rebels
plannedanattacltinfoteeoneitberitimselfor Mas:well.Infact,itwas
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the rebels‘ intention to tnount a false attaclt against the British left
while the real attaclt was to he made against the right under oover of
tbe ravines.

The rebels marched out at ten o'clock on the morning of the rand
along the Banrla road and engaged the British whilst their artillery
opened fire on the centre. This force was led by the l'-lawah of Banda
and the Rao Sahib, and, though intended only as a feint, soon developed
into a full-scale engagement. Rose, however, was not talten in, and on
the right and centre only replied with heavy artillery-fire. That this was
the wisest thing he could have done was suddenly proved when the
rebels hiding in the ravines disclosed themselves with heavy musltetry-
Eire, while their batteries opened up upon l'.l‘lC British left. The attaclt
was so unexpected and made with such strength that the British were
forced tn retire. In fact, the British were wealt from the effects of the
sun and their rifles, which had been in constant use, were hecorrting
difficult to load because of fouling of the barrels.

The British fell haclr until they reached their own gun and mortar
emplacements. There they were rallied by Brigadier Stuart. 'I'he rebels,
however, continued to press on and it seemed probable that they would
overwhelm the An eye-witness describ-ed the situation at that
moment. ‘Heady four hundred of my regiment-—the Bt5th—were
liar: Jr raarltar. The native regirner1t—the ajtb Bengal Native Infantry-—
not much better, and thousanm of yelling savages were pressing on
while we had the river in our rear. We were well-nigh beaten when the
Camel Corps came up; and about t yo Fresh troops soon tumed the tide,
and sent the hhang-fortified enemy to the rightahout again. It was the
"2-iIIl=l Corps that virtually saved Sir Hugh B.ose’s division. The enerny
were within twenty yards of out battery and outpost tents, the latter
full of men down with sunstrolte. Another quarter of an hour and there
would have been a massacre.’

Rows counter-attaclt relieved the pressure on one sector. The rebels
"1-*¢l'= also aulihring badly on the left, where the Rao Sahib and his men
were driven haclt as the British guns continued to serafe them. Rose
and his men now moved forward and cut the Rao Sahib off from
Kalpi. Those who remained in the fort soon found it too hot for
them as Maxwell's guns poured shot and shell into it from the
mill-‘ll’! lifil-ilk of the liver. Night l1ad now fallen and F-or-B tilotlilfllil
to brealr ofl' action until the following day. His troops needed
1 fort from the sun and the eoen1y’s attacks bad almost shattered
lbw» ‘Most of the oflieers were siclt‘, wrote Dr Lowe. ‘But’, he
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adds, ‘inthecooloftheeveningwewere speculatingonthetaptun:
of Kalpi on the morrow.‘

Before dawn the following morning, Brigadier Stuart, commanding
the first brigade, led his men through the ravines and along the course
of the jumna towards the fort. The second brigade, with Rose at its
head, made its way along the Bands road. Maxwell's artillery continued
to bombard the fort and the buildings in front of it. From the latter
there was no opposition, for the rebels had fled during the night.

When the British entered the fort, they found it had been converted
by the rebels into an ordnance factory and arsenal. ‘The enemy had
erected houses and tents in the fort, had their smiths’ shops, their
carpenters’ shops. Their foundries for shot and shell were in
perfect order, clean and well constructed; the specimens of brass shell
cast by them were faultless. . . . In the arsenal were about siaty
thousand pounds of gunpowder, outside it were large heaps of shot
and shell ranged after the fashion of our own. . . . It would appear . . .
that the enerny had prepared for a long stand here.‘ find another eyes
witness records that in the arsenal ‘the uniforms were knee-deep,
comprising not only sepoy clothes but coats that had been talten from
‘Windham‘s slain, belonging to I-l.M."s Blith Regiment, some beating
the number pa, with the Prince of ‘Wales's plume; also one or two
ladies’ bonnets, together with brass band instruments, parts of coma-
pearls, French horns, trumpets, and infantry bttgles, military drums,
flags, standards, glengatries, stoclts, caps, pouches, belts, and b-ores of
musltet cartridges’.

As it was as It-fay and Queen Victoria's goth birthday, the Union
jacltwas ceremonially raised over the fort and marited, so Rose believed.
the end of the campaign. There is no doubt that he hoped it was, for
hewasprosttatedwiththeefliectsofthebeat andwashopingtogoto
England on siclt-leave. After the fall of Kalpi, Sir Colin Campbell
decided that the Central India Force should be brolren up and dis-
tributed, and Rose issued a parting proclamation to his men but before
he could leave for Bombay on his way to England, a totally unerpettflil
development was to change the siniation in Central India. The news.
when it came, was almost as sensational, and what had happened was
certainly as potentially dangerous, as the first nutbrealt of the Mutiny
at bfeerot.
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The Rebels at Gwalior
After their defeat at Kalpi, the rebel leaders held a council at which
tlelegatm of the sepoys were also present. The situation that faced theta
was hardly an appealing one. The rebels had lost, at I-"-’-lalpi, their last
stronghold south of the _]umna river, and a new field had to he found for
their operations the British. The sepoys wanted to join their
comradcsin-Dudh,theRaniof_]hansiwantedabasesomcwherein
Bundellrhand, the Rao Sahib preferred the Deccan, once the heartland
of the Maratha empire which he was fighting to revive Then it was
suggested, either by the Rani or Tantia Topi, that they should taite the
fort at Gwalior. Tantia Topi, it is believed, had visited Gwalior after
his defeat at Hunch and had come to the conclusion that the Maharaja
Sindhia’s troops oould he persuaded to revolt. The 1"-iaharaja had in
factbegunto purgehisarmyofcertainofftcersandmenwhomhe
thought unreliable and naturally the rest of his army began to feel
uorasy. Sindhia, as we have seen, had thrown irt his lot with the
British mainly because he felt they were too strong for him, and as he
was a foreigner in his own state-—he was a hlaratba and the majority of
subjects were jars, Bundelas and ll.ajpurs—he felt that friendship with
the British was his only prop against rebellion. His ‘loyalty’ to the
British had, however, alienated his principal officers and nobles, and
there was considerable sympathy amongst the majority of them for
the rebel cause.

The attempt to win over Gwalior, and if possible the lvlaharaias
was left to Tautia Topi. If he succeeded in the first, it would
mean that the rebels would have an important base with an exception-
ally strong fort and, what was of more immediate irnportanfl‘-‘s
ll-I-Ill-‘ls and supplies. If Tantia also succeeded in winning over the
Maharaia it would be a serious blow to British prestige, and
other seemingly ‘loyal’ might throw in their lot with
ills rebels. Tantla Topi's mission was completely successful with
Si.ndhia's army and his principal nobles, and be received solemn
promises that, if the rebels marched on Gwalior, they would meet
with no resistance. The It-lahataja, on the other hand, would not listen
to Tantia Topi’s overtures, for he believed that if he could hold out
long enough, the British would oome to his aid. The hlaharaja
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had also been told that the rebel army was without supplies and in
1 deuiotalia:-ed state.

fin 51 May, news came to the hiaharaja that Ta.-ntia Topi, the Rani of
Jhansi, and the Rao Sahib, with 7,111 inliantry, 4,111 cavalry, and tr
guns had ruched Morar, 1 town not fat from Gwalior. Believing re-
ports that the rebels were not in 1 fit condition to fight, the Maharaja
ruatehed out on 1 june to attaelr them and took up 1 position two miles
to the east of l'I-Iiorar. His army consisted of 1,511 cavalry, his personal
body-guard of 5-11 men, and eight guns. Dividing these into three
bodies, with his guns in the centre, he waited for the rebels to attaclt.
Theft obliged him at about seven o'clock in the morning.

The rebel advance guard consisted of cavalry and camels. 'I'l1e
Maharaja's guns opened fire on them, but as the stnolre cleared away,
2,111 rebel horsemen charged and took the guns. At this, most of
Sindhia's troops, eseept his body-guard, went over to the rebels, and
after 1 hitter struggle the Iviaharaja and his men fled and did not stop
until they reaehed Agra.

The rebels now moved rapidly on Gwalior itself and occupied the
town and fort without opposition. No looting was permitted and most
of the oflieials who had rezmained behind were confirmed in their
appointments. Hut the Hao Sahib did plunder the 1"-'Iahar~aja's treasl-11')’.
the contents of which were used to pay his own and Sindhia’s troops-
The rebels‘ nert step was to set up a got-ernruent, proelairning the Hana
Sahib as the Peshwa (or of the revived Maratha dominion, with
the H11 Sahib as his governor of Gwalior. Celebrations were held ID
corttnrsernorate the capture of the town and letters were despatcherl to
the rulers of adjoining states asking them to oome to Gwalior. There is
no doubt that the Rao Sahib ezs-peeted the prinees of the Deotan to
rise in rebellion against the Btitish. The Rani of Jhansi, however, was
rather less s1.t:t_r_-;uine. She ltnew iirom her erperienee 1t jhansi that Rose
W01-lid Probably march irnrneriiateljt upon Gwalior, and she tried to
persuade the rebel leaders to malt: preparations for the ooming British
attaclt. They appeared to he more interested in letting ofl' fireworks anti
posturing about the Maratha revival. If, the liao Sahib instead of

it G“"i-liflr had pushed on to the Deocan, he probably eouid
have raised the princes there, but for some reason he chose to stay
Where he was. Nor were any real preparations made for the defense of
Gwalior. It was 1 fatal mistake, for Rose—with his characteristic
dash-was already on the move.
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9
The Campaign first Gwalior

Eaelt at K1]-pi, Rose had not been idle while awaiting his departure on
sieloleave. The pursuit of the rebels had not stopped despite the faet
that the rainy season was starting. A column under Colonel Robertson
had posited on to 1 point 55 miles from Gwalior when he learned of
the attaclt. on that town by the rebels. Robertson immediately sent a
messenger to Kalpi with the news, and it reached Rose on t june.
Rose then despatched Brigadier Smart and what was left of his original
brigade to join Robertson and march on Gwalior. Rose certainly did
not expect to hear that Gwalior had fallen to the rebels. His original
belief was that Sindhia would hold out and that, on Stuart's arrival, the
rebels would be caught in 1 trap.

Rose received the news that Gwalior had fallen on 4 June, in a
despatch from Stuart. The choice that faced him was either to wait for
his replacement from Bombay or to reassume command of the Central
India Field Force. To Rose the situation was clear. The rains were
coming, rivers would burst their hanlts, and the countryside become 1
sea of mud in which guns could not be moved. Delay was out of the
questiort, for to wait until after the rains would not only damage
British prestige but give the rebels ample time to recruit more princes
and men to their banner. Rose telegraphed the governor-general and
offered his services once again. His offer was gratefully accepted and he
resumed command.

1 small garrison behind in Liaipi, Hose and a sn1al1 fflflifl
made up of one troop of Bombay Horse xirdllery, one squadron each
of the has Light Dragoons and the as Bombay Light Cavalry. with
sappers and miners, set out on 5 June to join up with 5tuart’s litigatin-
Efllin Campbell, when informed of the fall of Gwalior, had ordered a
column under Colonel Riddell then moving across the country north
of the ]nn1n1toRose. A brigade of the Eaiputana Field Force under
Brigadier Smith was also ordered to malre for Gwalior. The Hyderabad
Contingent, which had been sent home from Kalpi, volunteered to
retum-—1nd did so.

Rose now made his dispositions. Major Drr, commanding the
Hyderabad troops, was ordered to malte for Paniar on the road be-
tween Sipri and Gwalior, in order to block any retreat to the annth-
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Smithis colurnn was sent to Iintah-he-serai, five miles south-east of
Gwalior. Riddell, who was escorting a large nurnb-er of siege-guns, was
told to move up the .:"Lgta-Gwalior road and await further orders. All
troops were to be in their positions by to June.

Despite the terrible heat, Rose overtook Stuart on ta june and
together they reached a point five miles east of hiorar by the rlith.
There Hose was joined by his successor, General Napier, who had
waived his right to talre over the command in order to serve under
Rose. Napier at once assumed command of the second brigade Ar
size o'clock on the morning of rhe rtirh, a cavalry reconnaissance re-
vealed a strong rebel force at Morar. ‘My force,‘ wrote Hose in a later
despatch, ‘had had a long and fatiguing march, and the sun had been
up for some time. Four or five miles more march in the sun. and =1
combat afterwards would be a great trial for the men's strength. Cln
the other hand, Morar looked inviting with several good buildings not
yer burnt; they would be good quarters for a portion of the force; if I
delayed the attaclt until the neirt day, the enemy were sure to bum
them. Pt prompt attaclt. has always more elfect on the rebels than ii
proerastlnared one. I therefore oountermanded the order for encamp-
ing and made . . . arrangements to attaclt the enemy.’

The rebels had occupied the area fronting the British with strong
bodies of cavalry supported by infantry and, to the right, by artillery.
Rose, placing his cavalry and guns on the flanlts, marched his infantry
in such a direction as to turn the enemy's almost unprotected left. P-I1!
a guide sent by Sindhi: to help Rose, for he was completely without
maps or knowledge of the countryside, lost his way and Rose found
himself under fire Eronr a concealed battery. Bringing up his own guns.
Rose pushed his infantry forward and forced the rebel gunners to
1"='-'ll'=- Mfiflwlfilis flit Hyderabad cavalry endeavoured to cut oil till?
rebels by pushing through the cantonments behind thre:tn,. but the
ground they had to cross was pitted with ravines, which held them up
long enough for the rebels to fall baclr on new The action
now developed into a hand-to-hand struggle and the British, particu-
larly the yrst Highlanders, suflirred severely, but at length the rebel!-
were put to flight and strongly pursued by the Light Dragoons.

Roseis success was Followed by another gained by the column under
Brigadier Smith. Passing through ]ba.n.s.i, he reached the town of Antri
and was ioined there by Major Orr and the Hyderabad Contingent on
14 June. Together, they matched to Iiorah-he-serai and arrived there
1'1 T-5° in til‘ "mmlllfi ‘J5 the ryrb. Sn1irh had encountered no rebel
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opposition on his way, but on reaching I"-i.otah—lte—serai he found a
mass of enemy cavalry and infantry occupying hilly ground between
there and Gwalior. Though Smith was encumbered by a large baggage-
train, he decided to attaclt the rebels before they attaclted him. A
reconnaissance of the ground in front of him showed it to be inter-
sected with small ravines malsing it impracticable to use cavalry. It was
alsodiscovered thatenemy batteries were sited across the road toGwa.lior
within t,yoo yards of Fiotah-lte-serai. Smith, however, determined to
attaclt. He first sent his horse artillery forward and their fire forced the
rebels to limber up their guns and retire. This was followed by an
infantry charge which drove the rebels baclt to their entrenchrnents.
The infantry found itself held up by a deep ditch with about four feet
of water in it. Steep bani-ts made it impossible to cross in any strength
and the rebels had talten advantage of the delay to move their guns
iuliuaa the hills. The British infantry, after finally crossing the ditch
re-formed and pressed on. In the meanwhile, Smith had moved his
mvalry across a river close to Klotah-lte-srrai and had come under lire
from a previously unobserved battery. At the same time, a body of the
enemy threatened the baggage-train left behind in the village. Smith,
sending detachments to defend the baggage and his rear, moved on in
the direction of Gwalior. its he was marching through a defile, he was
heavily attacked but managed to Fight his way through. Emerging
from the defile, and observing the rebels in front of him, Smith
ordered a squadron of the Bth Hussars to charge them. The Hussars
drove the rebels towards Gwalior. In the flight, the Rani of ]ha.nsi—
who cnnumndnd the rebel troops-—is believed to have been ltilled,
though there are tnany conflicting stories about the place and manner
of her death.

The charge of the Hussars was S1-nirh’s last elfort. ‘Upon the renirn
of the squadron, the oflicers and men were so completely exhausted
and ptostrated from heat, fatigue, and great erertion, that they could
scarcely sir in their saddles, and were, for the moment, incapable of
lllrliher exertion.’ But the rebels were still threatening and Smith
decided to bold the defile until the following morning. He recalled his
Elvalry from the pursuit, bmught up his baggage, put out piquets, and
camped for the night. Smith’s position was not particularly secure, and,
fin his request, Rose sent him reinforcements.

l"lt-at day, more troops arrived from Kalpi and Rose could maite
Plfepatations for the main attach upon Gwalior. Leaving Napier at
M0111, with such troops as he thought could be spared, and with orders
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to pursue the enemy if they retreated that way from Gwalior, Rose
marched offin the afternoon of ti ]une. The march was made in great
heat and over too men of the Slith were compelled to fall out with
sunstrolre. Rose pushed on and bivouaclted for the night between the
river and the position held by Brigadier Smith.

Herr morning, Rose observed a rebel force estimated at about
ro,ooo men with cavalry and two IS-pounder guns manotuvring for
position. Rose believed that his best plan was to attempt to cut this
force oli from Gwalior. It seetned that the rebels, who were separated
from Brigadier Smith’s position by a canal, were making preparations
to attach him. Rose therefore ordered Brigadier Smart, with tI'|e sf-tit
and the ayth Bengal hlative Infantry, to cross the mnal and attach
the rebels’ left flanlt while the pytb regiment, under Colonel Raioeth
would create a diversion by crossing the canal and attacking a hill oi!
which was placed a rebel battery.

The ssth successfully hit the rebel left and tool: the guns threatening
the defile. They then pushed on towards the town. Raine: was also
successful and cleared the heights of rebel artillery. ‘Witlrrin a short
time, the British controlled the hills overloolting Gwalior. ‘The sighti-
wrote Rose, ‘ was interesting. To our right was the handsome palace of
the Phulbagh with its gardens, and the old city, snrrnounted by the
fort, remarkable for its ancient architecture, with lines of estensive
fortifications round the high and precipitous roclt of Gwalior. To our
left lay the Lashlsar, or new city, wida its spacious houses half hiddr-‘H
by trees.’ In the plain between the hills and the city, the rebel forces
could be seen converging without discipline and without their weapons-
Seeing this disorganized flight, Rose was convinced that he could hills
the city ‘before sunset '.

Covering his estteme right with a troop of horse artillery and 1
detachment of Hussars, Rose ordered the Bombay Lancers to leave thfl
heights its move upon the city from the south. He himself. eovetvd
by artillery and the dragoons, moved his British infantry forward. As
they reached the plain, the lancers appeared and charged the rctrelliflfi
rebels, driving them into the new town. Before long, the British hid
occupied the new town and Rose was sitting in the palace of till!
lldaharaja. Brigadier Stnith, who had also moved forward. had tiltflfl
the Phuihagh and rimred the rebels from the gardens surrounding it.
capturing most of their guns.

That night, most of the rebels fled the city. The Rani of was
dead, ‘the bravest and best military leader of the rebels‘, as Rose dost
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cribed her when be heard of her death. The Ilao Sahib and Tantia
Topi had gone, the former on a ioumey that was to end in his talting
up the life of an ascetic in the forests of the Punjab before being
betrayed to the British four years later. ElfTantla Topi much more was
to be heard.

Though Rose had driven the rebels from the town of Gwalior, the
fort still remained in their hands. Its aspect was most formidable. The
fort was built upon a rocit one and a half miles in length by about yoo
yards wide, rising 54o feet above the plain. The sides of the roclt
were rugged and in some places perpendicular. The only direct
approach was on the north-east side of a steep road and then steps.
The outer edge of the staircase was protected by a tbiclr wall and there
were seven gateways along the read which could be commanded by
artillery placed at the top. Inside the main ramparts stood a palace of
massive masonry surmounted by site towers. Within the fon there was
a plentiful supply of water. Guns on the ramparts had in fact main-
tained continuous fire on the British during the operations of 1 9 _]une.
'I'he ne:rt day they were still firing, though practically all the garrison
had departed.

In the moming of an June, Lieutenant Rose of the ryth Bombay
blative Infantry was in command of a detachment at a police station
not far from the main gateway of the fort. He proposed to a brother
officer, Lieutenant "Waller, who commanded a small party of Ibo 5a1'11=
regiment, ‘that they should attempt to capture the fortress with their
ioint parties, urging that if the rislt was great, the honour would lat
still greater. ‘liliialler cheerfully assented and the two oflioers set off with
their men and a blaeltsmitb. . . . They crept up to the first gateway
unseen. Then the blacksmith, a powerful man, forced it open; and so
with the other five gates that opposed their progress. By the time Illa
si1thgareltadheenforeed,theaiarmwasgiven,andwhen theassail-
lfllis reached the archway behind the last gate, they were met by the
lite of a gun which had been brought to bear on them. osshins or
wards, unscathed by the fire, they were speedily engaged in a hand-
to-hand contest with the garrison. The fight was desperate, and many
rnenfellonbothsides. Thegallantry oflilose and Waller and theirmofl
filflisd all before them. Rose especially distinguished himself. lust lo
the hour of victory, however, as he was inciting his men to malte the
fiflfll cltatge, which proved successful, a musltet was fired at him from
behindt.bewall.’I'hemanwhohadfiredtheshot . . .rhenrusheclout
and cur him across the lmee and wrist with a sword. ‘Waller came I-IF,
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and despatched the rebel; too late, however, to save his friend. llut the
roelr. fortress was gained '.

Wliile Sir Hugh Rose was occupying Gwalior, Napier—left behind
at Mora: in order to cut ofl‘ the rebel retreat—moved ofi' early in the
morning of the aoth with his force of jlio cavalry and a battery of horse
artillery to intercept and dtroy the enemy. He caught up with about
4,nno rebels holding a strong position at jawra Alipur on as June.
Though a reconnaissance showed their strength, Napier resolved to
attaclr. Under rebel artillerjt-fire, the cavalry charged aocnmpanied by
the horse artillery. ‘You tannot imagine’, wrote an eye-witness, ‘the
dash of the 11'lZillC.l'}I': it was wonderful. We [the cavalry] could scarcely
lteep up with them.‘ After a brief resistance, tl1e rebels brolte and fled.
hotly pursued. They lost at gtuts, all their ammunition, elephants.
tents, carts and baggage, and left behind them aoo or qoo dead.

"l$"itlt tbe defeat at jawra and the capture of Gwalior, the mi-in
Central Indian mmpaign was at an end. Gnce again, Rose relinquished
his oomrnand to General Napier, and the men of the Gentral India
Field Force were distributed to new stations. ‘With the death of the
Rani of jhansi and the flight ofTantia Topi and the Rao Sahib into the
jungle, the men of the force could now loolt forward to a well-earned
rest. Hut this was not to be. For yet again, Tantia Topi had run away
only tn return. A few weelts after the last little stand at jawra Alipfll’,
the villages and iungles of Central lndia were once again ringing with
the name and the exploits of the rebel leader.

I o
Tile Parsrrrif of Trrstri-r Topi _

when Tantia Topi fled from jawra .-"tlipur with the Ran Sahib and the
Hlflb HF Hindi. a detachment of British troops was sent to Bhararpur
tocutltirn otifrom the north. ‘When the rebel leaders heard ofthis they
moved westward in the hope of reaching jaipur (see tnap, page I14}
where Tantia believed he would be weioome. 'I'be disposition ofBritish
forces in the area made by Napier after F.ose’s departure was as follows:
I iii-T13’ Wrong bod}? of horse, inF.'tntr]|r and artillerjr at Gwalior; i
tzintilar body at jhansi; Brigadier Smith's brigade at Sipri; and a foree
nfitregular cavalry at Gunab. The commander ofthe Raiputana Field
F°l'¢l== General Roberts, from who-se force Smitlfs brigade had been
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detached, tooit up quarters at blasirabad. It was Roberts who was to
have the first bntsh with Tautia.

Clrt :7 june, Roberts was informed that Tantia Topi had sent a letter
to jaipur assuring the disadbcted nobles there that he was marching
towards themand that they should be in readiness to join him. The nest
day, Rubens marched on jaipur and arrived there before Tautia. The
rebel leader, hearing of this, turned southwards and attaclted Tonk,
where the ruler's army went over to h.im. Hy this time he was being
pursued by a flying column under Colonel Holmes.

The rain was now falling heavily and the river Chambal was so swol-
len that Tantia could not cross it a.nd was foroed to make for E-undi,
where the ruler closed the gates of the town in his face. Tantla, under
the impression that the pursuit was close behind, decided not to waste
time Bundi. Publicly announcing that he proposed to move
south, Tautia in fact moved to the west and made for the country
between Itlasirabad antl I"-Iitnach, where the embers of rebellion still
glowed. The pursuit, however, was bogged down by the rain and it
was not until j August that Roberts was able to marcb on l‘~limach. Two
days later, he received news that Tautia was at Sanganir, some Iv Iflilfi
away. .fi.t:tually, Tantia*s position was midway between Sanganir and
Iilhilwara, which were separated from each other by a little river.
Roberts, ltnowing that Holmes was coming up behind Tantia's position,
decided to attaclt though be himself was without cavalry.

The rebel position was well sited, but Roberts drove forward.
orossed the river, and brought his artillery to bear on the rebels‘
position. During the night, however, Tautia fled. Unfortunately,
Holmes was not near enough for immediate pursuit, and Tautia v-‘H5
able to retire to the village of Korea in Udaipur. 'I11e nest day, Holmes
joined Rubens and the oombined force moved after Tautia. The same
'5l"'i'- Tl'l=F made contact with the rebel advance guard, and from pri-
Bflflfifl talten Roberts learned that the main rebel foree occupied a
position on the Banas river, seven mile-s away. Roberts’s intelligerloe
was unusually efficient, for the British had suffered badly from the laclt
of reliable information throughout the cantpaigth His m=r11-:-1 =1-F
obtaining information ‘was to have about twenty cavalry in adviflflfl
close tothere_bels.'I'heyleftconnecting linltsofrwoorthreemenevery
fl‘-'-"W miles, so as to keep up the chain of communication. The advattee
P"?-‘,i' was composed half ofBaluch Horse, who had no sympathy W1‘-'11
I11! rebels but could not communicate very well with the villaS=I5= ‘mi
bl“ of horsemen belonging to the Rail of _li5F"1'-3 Th" '*'¢1'= 5‘-"FP°“d»
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as Raiputs, to be on good terms and able easily to communicate with
the villagers, but not to be very warm partisans of libs‘ Bfl'15h- Bl’ ‘mi
mired party, correct and immediate intelhgence was we-w1r1:~
su lied.’

lllihbens learned that Tautia had been forced to remain where be ‘ft-:5
as his troops refused to move because they needed I've‘; -Flfifif-I-|'|= Tim“ 5
position was naturally strong. The river ran tn front of and 515°
protected his right with a bend. To his left lay ‘steep hills. C|'n the
opposite banlt of the river a Hat plain Boo yards wrde ofliered no cuver
to his attacltcrs. When Roberts arrived, the rebels’ four gt-Hts flP¢fl"-"3l
up but, despite casualties, the infantry forded the river and scaled ll“
on while the cavalry attaclted the centre. no charge brake '1“ "bl
line and the cavalry pursued for nearly t 5 miles, cutttng ilflwfl 5|1"iEEl'=1:5
and capturing three elephants and a ryuannty of baggage Tl!"-1 Fur‘-"11:;
was abandoned when the rebels reached the jungle where t-1'l"11'i' 5°‘-*1
not operate.

Tautia now made for the river Chambal, followed by Robes-rs who,
when he reached Punah near Clritor, rnet up with a brigade nndef;
Brigadier Parke who had come up from hlimaeh in order: to cut -11
the rebels fmm the south. Roberts handed over the pursurt to Periw-
llnfortunately, Parlte’s cavalry horses were not in good shape and 11¢
was compelled to return to Nimach for remounts. There he was told
by some self-styled experts that rains would not be able tD_ we-as tbs
Charnbal as it was swollen by the rains. Parlre chose to believe the1_1‘1
rather than the political agent in Udaipur who assured him that Tum
would undoubtedly cross the river. when Parke actually renerved tnfnl“
matiun that Tautia was indeed malting the crossing, he arrived "7-"5 ii‘-if
artd found only ‘a few disabled ponies standing on the left 111:1
the rebels disappearing among some mango trees in the west bonaon -
Parke then returned to hlimach.

Tautia, still moving rapidly, now arrived at the town of _ll1il-l1'=='fPl""
in jhalwar state. Here the state troops welcomed him and the Bill W“
forced to pay a large ransom before he was able to contrive bis =l'3P¢~
Tantla also obtained yo guns with ammunition horses which he badly
needed, having had to abandon his artillery at the Banas river ¢11E'lS‘=‘
tnent. The rebels remained five days in jhalwar, as the Cbtlmlfl-l hid
risen an blocked pursuit, jhalwar a only yo miles from Indore and
Tautia conceived the plan of malting for that town and lb‘
rebellion there once again. However, the British had not been 151%
and General Michel, commanding in Malwa, sent a foroe to BET"
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Indore from a position at the town of Uiiain. At the same time, a small
forced moved out from Mbow.

Michel himself, who had now also assumed General Roherts’s com-
mand, the two foroea at hlalltera where he received reports that
Tantia was moving in a north-essteriy direction. Though it was now
September, heavy rain was still falling and movernent was difficult.
Michel, however, pushed on until he met up with the rebels near
Bajgahr, Michel's men were extremely fatigued, night was coming
down, and it was decided that the artacir oould wait until the morning.
But when the nest day dawned Tantia and l1is men were nowhere to be
seen, and all that remained were the tracl-:s of his elephants and the
wheclrnatlts of his a.rtillery.

hiiehci at once sent his cavalry in pursuit and discovered the main
rebel force deployed for battle. By the time the infantry and guns had
taught up with the cavalry, the rebels were already in flight. In their
haste to depart they abandoned 17 guns. Tantia now disappeared into
iungle country on the way to Sironi. The British began to close in.
Brigadier Parke controlled the approaches to Indore and Bhopal;
5mith’s brigade was moving down from the north; and the column
from _]hansi under Colonel Liddcll was closing in from the north-casts
Michel himself continued to move in from the west.

'iIi‘hiie General Michel was ruaking his preparations and Tantia Topi
was moving silently through the iungles neat the river Betwa. 1"'iaPi=I—
fipflfltilig out ofGwalior—had also been active. Gwalior state, though
teotoupied, was not pacified and the oountryside was still disnirbed.
in harass s tributary of the Maharaia of Gwalior, named Man Sirtgh.
clultftlltilil with bis oyedord and raising an arm? flf I=i¢'°*3" 53'l1'““"-"5
attaclted the fort of Paori, B5 tniles from Gwalior along the toad to
Sipri. Napier nrdered Smith, then still at Sipri, to rnarth on Paori.
When Smith neared the town, Man Singh sent a messenger with a
lit“! 1'-hing for an interview and claiming that he W15 H0! in 1'=lJ'=“i°"
‘E‘1l-55'! tlflfl British but oniy against the Mahataia who lflilfih l'1¢ 515171»
tflhhed him of his anoeatral tight tothe little state ofNarwar. Man Singll.
1flfar:t,toid the rruthwhen he claimed. ‘I have no connexion withtht
l*'=l'-‘#18 and no quarrel with the English’. Linfortunateiy, in such cit-
if‘-"I-stances, when rebellion was rebellion, however justilied the cause.
the British oornrnander informed Man E-iingh that be must 5i1tI=fl~'-'1=T-'
andbepunialtedforbteaitingtbepeaoo __

Paori was well fortified and amply supplied with arnmun.it1ofl-
5tnith‘s force was too small to attempt a successful siege. He therefore

apt
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sat down outside and waited for reinforoements. Napier, deciding
that Man Singh was showing no inclination to surrender, gaye the
order that he must be attaclted before others followed his ezsatnple and
he sent Smith the reinforcements he required. After a at-|.-hour artillery
bombardment, Man Singh and his rnen quitted the fort on the night of
:5 August, leaving the British to occupy—and destroy—the fort neat
day. Man Singh was pursued and some of his men under his uncle Ajit
Singh were caught up with and dispersed near Gunab, but Man tiingh
himself had disappeared.

Meanwhile, Tantia Topi had reached Sironj about the middle of
September. After a few days’ rest, he to-olt and pluntlemd a town south
of Sipri and there decided upon his fixture plans. The result led to a
decision to divide the rebel force. Tantia, with the built of the men and
five guns, was to make for Chandeti in Bundellrhand while the Rao
Sahib, who was still with him, was to talte shr guns and fewer men in
the direction of jhansi.

At Chanderi, Tantia found hilrtself unable to talte the fort whidt was
held by one of 5indhia’s men, and after three days of wasted effort he
moved off towards the west banlt of the Betwa. But Michel was close
behind and caught up with hirn at Mangtanli on to Detober. There
Tantia stood his ground and, after a short engagement, abandoned his
guns and fled. Michel did not pursue him because, once again, be W15
without cavalry. Tantia, always a little ahead of his pursuers, stopping
now and again to fight them, seemingly defeated only to appear
somewhere else, finally at the end ofOctober joined up once again with
Ran Sahib, crossed the hlarbada river and entered Nagpur, a former
Maratha state where be expected to be joyously and actively received.
A year earlier he probably would have been, and might well have been
able to spread rebellion south into the territory of the Hiram ofHyd¢fl-
bad. blow it was too late, the British were winning and no one was
Pressed ta icin a dying rebellion. British foroes were also in a petition
to bar a further more southwards. The rebels did receive some rein-
forcement at Hurgaon and, despite every ei-fort by the British, re-
crossed the hiarhada and made for Baroda, annther Maratba state
where there was oonsiderable sympathy for the rebels, However, he
was not destined to reach there for he was overtaken by Parke at Chota
Udaisar. ta miles from Baroda, and once again tiefoittiil.

lfwm Chats Udaissr. Tantia and u-.= Ban Sal-tib entered the little
Rqput state Banswara and then made for Pratahgarh, where, on ti
DWI-'-"lb". he had a brush with a small British foroe. From there Tantia
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Topi moved to Mandiaur and then to Zirapur, almost due south of
Gwalior. But despite his rapid movei:tient, the British were closing in,
and the rebels rnarchetl to Nahergarh where they joined up with Man
Singh. Another rebel leader now reappears on the scene. Firua Shah,
after Campbell's in Rohillthand, had crossed the Ganges and
made for Kunrli and I-Calpi. Napier moved to intercept him and did
so at ltanod, a large town to miles north-east of Gunah. There Napier
inflicted a severe defeat and Finis, with the remainder of his force,
moved away to meet up with Tantia Topi at Indargarh.

It now seemed th.at the rebels, whose combined force numbered
scarcely t,ooo men, were caught in a trap from which it was impossible
for them to escape. But escape they did, though a British force caught
up with them at Daosa, between jaipur and Bharatpur, on is January
lli_55i- -Iliflsl though the rebels lost a tenth of their men, the remainder
with their leader nrtanaged to get away. They rested for a day or so at
Slli-“F 1" Jaipur state, but the column under Colonel Holmes caught
iliitlfl by surprise on at January, and routed them—though, as usual,
the leaders escaped,

lifter their defeat at Siltar, the three rebel leaders derided to separate
and so rnalte it easier to evade their pursuers. Tantia, with three horses
“if-ll 1 Ffifljit left the others for the jungles of Paron and there met Man
51l'igl'i who, according to Tantials own deposition, aslted, '"‘Why did
you leave your force? You have not acted right in so doing." I replied
that I was tired of running away and that I would remain with him
“"'l1'-'-'ll1¢I I had done right or wrong.‘ The other two, avoiding all
““S“"Pl5 Eu cut them oif, found a safe hideout in the Sironj jungles.
fa The British, with four columns, were sweeping the jungle and did in

‘-"i_5fl¢l the rebel camp. The Ran Sahib and Finis Shah, however, had
‘tafusbed. But the rebels were no longer eonfident and negotiations
W?‘ "Pi-med for terms of surrender. The Nawab of Banda had already
tag en advantage of the arrmeslry offered by the British in l"-lovernber
jig? it-== page egg}, and had been rewarded with a pension. On ip
to b:“i'-1'T" filo. two men had been arrested near Nirnach who claimed
was ;?1"'°lr'5 uf the rebel leaders. They told that the amnesty ofler
Hm! nfifiupen. Hegouations through third continued and a
Wm Ix was made to Han Salub. ‘lfllao Sahib surrendershis life
“Eu He will not_be put into irons or irnprisoned—nor
H: wij‘ln€‘:md1gmty_—a provision ‘ii"I.l.l be made for l'LI.ii maintenance.
him. vetoresideinsuehpartoflndiaa.-.theGovt.willfirfot

I5‘:-'=-¢ Promises are made to him provided he has not with his
‘Si
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hand or tongue incited or caused the murder of British subjects.‘ Thc
Rao Sahib did not accept these terms. Ficus Shah, as bcfirted a hlnghal
prince, wanted something better and his letters to the British were writ-
ten in rather ofiensisre terms, for he still used royal styles and titles.

In April 1559, Tantia Topi was betrayed by Man Singhand the rebel
leader was captured on the Bth of that month with the help of Man
Singh himself, who persuaded Tantia Topi to meet him. ‘When eap—
turcd, Tantia Topi was alone, for his two followers had
deserted him. In his possmsion were a sword and a knife, three gflltl
armlets and its gold coins. Ur] 15 April he was court-martialled for
‘having been in rebellion and l-tasting waged war against the British
government’, found guilty and hanged. The Rao Sahib was also be-
trayed, but not until 136:. He too was hanged. Firua Shah cscilp-til
and died, pcnttileas, in hdccca in December I577.

With the capture of Tantia Topi, the last embers of the dying rehel-
lion fliclteted out—tl‘1e hlntinjr was over.
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Epilogue:

AFTER THE MUTINY

1
The Qarsn’r Pear:

As the campaign to suppress the Mutiny progressed, other just as
violent events were talting place in the field of politics. Baclt in Britain,
it was decided that the East India Company could no longer be allowed
to rule over India. The Company was, of course, an anachronism—a
trading organization that virtually no longer traded, ruling a vast
empire with all the advantages of patronage in its hands. Though the
Company's government was strictly supervised and the governor-
general appointed by the British government, the Company’s responsi-
bilities were still real. Many of its privileges had however been whittled
away over the years by Parliament, and the Mutiny oliercd a perfect
excuse for thom who wished to get rid of them and the Company
altogether. Cln a August 1553, while the whole future of the British in
India was still questionable, Queen ‘ilictoria signed the Act by which
the government of India was assumed by the British Crown. The
proclamation, which was not made until t blovember, among its
numerous clauses, contained an amnesty for all who bad been in rebel-
lion against the Company ‘except those who have been or shall be
convicted ofhaving directly talten part in the tnurder ofBritish subjects.
With regard to such, the demands of justice forbid the estercisc of
mercy.‘ Another clause guaranteed that the leaders or instigators of
revolt would have their lives spared but would not escape punishment.
The amnesty was only e-rtended until : january 1359.

Most of the rebels still fighting at the time of the proclamation took
advantage of th.e oliet of amnesty. But there were others besides Tantia
Topi, the Rao Sahib and Firu: Shah who would not surrender. The
Hana Sahib, who would certainly have been hanged if he had been
caught, did atrentpt to negotiate with the British in April 1359, but he
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would not surrender without satisfactory guarantees which were not
forthcoming, and he disappears from history—for where and when he
died are unltnown. The old lting of Delhi, Bahadur Shah, was brought
to trialinlilelhion ay January 1853 and afteraheating lastingsc days
—in which a great deal of dubious evidence was displayed—was erilcd
to Lower Burma. His name once again became a symbol oi’ revolt
when, in 1944, the japanese-sponsored Indian Iblational Army paraded
before the tomb of the last Mughal emperor in Rangoon before pre-
paring to invade British India. The Ilani of Jbansi, too, was not for-
gotten, for a women's brigade in the lblii was named after her.

Lord Canning, the last governor-general for the East India Company
and first viceroy of the Queen, oi-licially announced the end cf the
Mutiny irt _]uly r359. ‘War is at an end; Rebellion is put down; the
hloise of rltrrrrs is no longer heard where the enemies of the State have
persisted in their last Struggle; the Presence of large Forces in the Field
has ceased to be necessary; Order is reestablished; and peaceful Put-
suits have everywhere been resumed.‘

It was now a time For reconciliation and for reconstruction. The
princes who, in the main, had sided with the British or who had at least
been neutral, were no longer threatened with aoneraticn. Over the
years that followed the Mutiny, every attempt was made to show I.’-l'l-E
princes that their true interests lay with the British, and everything
was done to give them a position, albeit one empty of real power, in the
new Empire of India. Recognizing that one of the muses of the Mutiny
was the fear that the British intended to tnalre all Indians l:l?l.lEl-5|!-lll-|3l5+
Qflofll Victoria's prodan-ration categodcally stated that, though
‘@111? "ltifls ourselves upon the truth of Christianity and acknow-
ledging with gratintde the solace of religion, we disclaim alilte the right
and the desire to impose our convictions on any other subjects . - -
and we do strictly charge and enjoin all those who may be in authority
I-lflllllf 115 that they abstain from all interference with the religious htlllf
or worship of any of our subjects, on pain of our highest displeasure-i

D515’ DB! of the rebel leaders replied to the Queen’s proclamation.
The Bravo Haarat hlahal offiudh, refusing the olier ofa pardon and
pension, stayed in blepal to which the bad escaped and from there issued
? I*Pll"- T11“ B=E11l11'5 ‘proclamation’ is an unusual document. It

ssected Queen Victorials terr, h h paragra and in its
mm" Pmllll ‘WI? it enshriner the rniilundersrarlilrliings that letl
to the sepoy revolt. Her criticism or’ the clause guaranteeing freedom oi
1"*l1Ei°'-15 Wofihip is worth quoting, For behind its words lies the lTl-ll-*1‘!
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of the tragedy of 1357. ‘In the proclamation it is written that the
Christian religion is true, but no other creed will sufiier oppression,
and that the laws will be observed towards all. ‘What has the adminis-
tration of justice to do with the truth or falsehood of a religion? That
religion is true which aclmnwledges one God and itnows no nther.
Where there are three gods in a religion, neither Ivlussulrnans not
Hindus-nay, not even jews, sun-worshippers or fire-worshippers-—
can believe it tn be true. To eat pigs and drinlt wine, to bite greased
cartridges, and tn mitt pig‘s fat with iinur and swcetments, tn destroy
Hindu and Mussulrnan temples on pretence of tnal-ting roads, to build
churches, tn send clergymcn intn the streets and alleys tn preach the
Christian religion, to institute English schools, and pay penpic a
monthly stipend for leacning the English sciences, while the planes nf
worship of Hindu and ivlussulmsn are tn this day entirely neglected,
with all this hnw can the people believe that religion will not be
interfered with? The rebellion began with religion, and for it millions
of men have been ltilled. Let not nut subjects be deceived; thousands
were deprived of their religion in the north-west and thousands were
hanged rather than abandon their religion.‘

But the rebellion was dead. The Queerfs Peace now lay nver India.
Thenezctrebellinn was tncnrne from neither the soldiers nnrtheprinnes,
but from the middle classes who, in 1357, supported the British, and
though their revolt tnnlt longer it was they who on years after the
Mutiny were tn be sucoessful in malting Britain give up her Indian

I

Tbe Rs/iirm sf I11: Amt)
The suppression ofthe rebellion and the assumption of power by the
C-Town raised the problem of wh.-at was to happen to the old Betlgtli
Army, the mutiny in which had fnrtned so large a part of the uprising.
In tiyy, the Company's armed forces had been almost entirely Indian,
In regiments of cavalry, 74 of font, a large force of attillerfi ind T5
regiments of irregular horse. (If the 74. infantry regiments, 4! illli
mutiniedandallerreept Evenfrheretnainderhadheendisbaudedot
disarmed in ease they were going to mutiny ton. Against this mass of
native troops were set three European regiments. In addition tn these

to-,r
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there were various units of Queen's troops, but there was no iired
number detailed for serviee in India.

late in rflyy, while the East India Company still ruled, it had been
suggested to the govemoogeneral by the directors in London that a
m.i::red commission of Queen's and Company's offioers and civil scr-
vants should be set up tn consider the future of the Bengal Anny.
Canning's reply was that he oould not spare ofl-icers for the commission,
but instead he appointed a soldier to rnalre an inquiry. The person
selected, Sir Henry Durand, began his researches in May I313-
In Englind, with the decision to transfer power tn the EIGHT, 1
royal oommissinn had been established and it presented its report in
March 1859. Two issues were of outstanding importance: what should
he the prop-ortion of white to native troops, and how were the wit-itfi
troops to he recruited?

The govemnr-general had sent his own proposals to London with
Sir Henry. Canning envisaged an army of 45 white
for Bengal, 1; ooming from England and an raised for setviee ta India
only, to regular native regiments and yo (Le. with a sflwlifll
number of white oiiieers}. The cavalry units he wished made up Of 3-
Queen's regiments and rn locally raised. For the separate srtn-ifi Di
Bombay and Madras he suggested ta and ty white regiroettlifi IfiP¢‘3'
tively. New recruiting for the native regiments, Canning proP05°¢i-
shouitl he For larger numbers ofHindus, as the army had now a PICPDFP
derance of Siiths.

‘When the Que-en's proclamation was made in binvemher I355: ii
produced an unespected reaction from the white troops of till CQFP
P“-"I"5 flmy, who nnw found theosselves soldiers of the Quentin Tim‘
out having been asltod whether they wanted to be or not. Their Hui
unreasonable request for the right to claim their or a bouflfli
on re—e1'tlistn1e.rtt in the Queetfs fnrees was refused by the home gnvem-
tnent. The result was considerable unrest amongst white troops ifli "'1
1_1*-in tits. thus were reports from Meerut—a name with s siaistst
“DE In it—-of mutinous behaviour. ritt Jltllahabad, the generiti mm"
Iruinding the station even requested permission to disarm Europeflfl
troops. But it was not granted. All through the summer of rflyy li1=1'¢
went outbursts of disorder throughout the military stations ofnorthefll
lfidlis I-ud courts of enquiry were set up. They revealed that discflfllfl"
was widespread and it was finally decided, after a change of gfl‘i"¢IQ‘
"mi in H1'i'I11fls that hifitja and men would be allowed to Iii‘-= ‘hm
slit-=hvs= if they wished and be given free transport baelt to Ensues-
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Il.o-cnlistrnont, howoyor, would not bo pormittod and anyono who tooit
his discharg: would not ho allowod to to-onlist into any rogimont
in India.

As this was boing announocd to tho troops, nows carnc that th: rnon
of th: yth Europoan Rcgitnont station:d at Eorhamput l1ad 't:fus:d to
do any duty and at: in a stat: of mutiny’. A foro: of you whit: troops
with two guns was sont to rcntind thorn of thoit oath of allcgianoc.

Th: afl'air at Bothacnpus was th: ond of what has boon callod tho
‘whit: mutiny‘, but it was followcd by a stoady dcrnand for dischargo
by th: tnon of th: old Company's rogimonts. In fact, out of t5,ooo mou,
ro,11G c.lai1'n:d th:it' dischatg: and rot,-utnottl to England. Tl1:iI trans-
port cost th: gotrocnmont otrot ,Qa5n,oo:, Indisciplin: continuod
amongst thos: who roniaincti and wh:n, in }un: tfluo, Sit Hugh Ros:
booms: command:r-in-chief, h: do-:id:d that harsh |:n:asur:s wot:
nooossary. Ono: again, th: 5th Europ-can .'ti.:git1't:nt, now at Dinapur,
rsspondcd with a noas tnutiny and on: soldios was sontoncod to doath,
though with a rocorntn:ndation for mcrcyr Ros: wont porsonally to
Dinapur and rofusod to oorumuto th: sontcncc. “1"h: stat: of tho 5th is
quit: hopoloss', ho wrotc. ' All tho olotncnts of ordcr and disciplin: at-o
th: wrong way in thcm. . . . Fancy, th: 5th, last yoar, in May 1559
after thc orrlor was road stating that they wot: not to got thcir Dis-
fllfirgts. giving “Thros chocrs for thc Company and tht:: groans for
th: Quo:n"l Nothing will stop th: mutinous and insuhotdittat: con-
duct of tho yth but oapital punishmcnt. Th:y do not soorn to car: for
Portal S-cryitudo, otron for lifo. I foal.‘ that th: Army at largo has a yory
cttoucous improssion of it.’ On t 1 Doocrnbor th: sonton-n: of doath was
caniod out and th: r:gin1:nt subsoquontly dishandcd.

This sorry business, which could hay: boon ayoidod by th: paymcnt
of a modost bounty, had considot-ab]: ofl’:ct upon th: dclihcrations of
th: royal commission. Practically all military opinion, including that of
5_ir Colin Canspbcll and Sir Hugh Roso, was now strongly against th:
rctruitrncnt of a lo:al Europoan fnnc: in India. Canning, howoycr. still
profortoti a fotc: conitnittod to scrvo only in India. Discussion non-
tinucd until in jun: tfliin, th: final dccision was mad: for arnalgautation.
‘Whit: troops in India would not be pormancntly stationod t.b:t:. Th:
proportion of natiyo to whit: troops was not to oacocd two to on:, and
all th: artillery was to b: caclusiycly in th: hands of Europeans.

Th: rcoonsttuotion of th: natiyo olornont in th: Indian for-ocs was
nu: of o:.ct:t:n1: ootnplflity. In th: Bang-al .Ftt'tny, th: nunabcs? of infantry
rcginacnts was rctlunod from I46 in 1811 to yr and sirttilat rctluctions
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toolrplacointbcflotnbayandli-'[adrasarmios.Thcnumb:rofn1:nin
oach rogirncnt was also todunod to Boo. In 1315 r, thcro wcro about ',ro,ooo
whit: troops to I 3 5 ,ooo natiy: troops. All th: arsonals and th: principal
forts wot: now hold by whit: soldiors. In spit: of modifications, which
included th: abolition of tho scparato a.n:|:|i:s of Bongal, Madras, and
Bombay, th: basic form laid down by th: royal oommission W15
maintained until tho ond of Iiritish ruio.

Many othor lossons wcro loarnod Etont tho Mutiny, and slowly tho
changcs that thoy domandcd roolt piano. Tho most royolutionary, por-
haps, and cortainly tho ioast rcrnornborcd by historians, wcro oonccrncd
with th: wclfaro of British troops and in particular with their hcalth.
For th: campaigns of tho Mutiny had proyod that tbcrc was a grcatcr
onctny than tho robcilious sopoys. Tho casualty figurcs that cnicrgr
aftor a bard: ar: aiways instructiy: for thcy ar: ofton uscd as thc yard-
stick by which gcncnalship is moasurcrl. During th: Mutiny, r,o_t4 wbitc
oliicors and tncn wcro killod in action or diod of wounds, but no f:w:t
than 5,937 succunibod from th: ozliiscts of sunstrolro and siclcnossl Tbsrc
aro no rcliablo figuros for natiy: casnaltics, but many thousands arr
ltnown to bay: dicd from tho rigours of climat: and dis:-aso.

Tb: rofomts that followod tho Mutiny loft on: £actor basically
unchangod: th: British still dcpondod for thoit powor upon oath"!
soldiors. In fact, rhoy could not hay: dofoatcd tho robols with-out thcm.
Baforo Delhi, for osatnplo, out of t t,ooo clibctiycs, no fowor than y,9oo
wor: Indians. Eyon if tho British had not had th: soryicc of loyal
scpoys, they could not hayo nioyod an inch without tho "vast army of
non-con:ibata.nts—of whorn thcro wcro an to ovory whit: soldicrr
Indians coolrcd th: food, Indians brought watcr, and Indians rrarrifli
th: woundcd away Erotn dto battlcfiold. Though th: British could not
do without tho natiyo portion of thoir Indian army, and dos-pit: itfl
gallant pcrfortnancc in tho two world wars, noyor again would thry
wholly trust it. Thor: is no doubt that foar of anothor, and groatcr.
Irlutiny had its ofioct upon th: nogotiations that ::nd::-rl with India's
indopondonc: in 1947.
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Appendix:

COURS E OF THE
MUTINY

Rumour of " grcascd cartridgos ' stattcd in Durn Dam.
Mudny of tho I"-linot:-oath Nady: Infantry at H-:Iha.t11pu.r.
Dish-andrncnt of th: l'~linot::nth blatiy: Infantry in Barrack-

put.
Unrost and incondiaristn in Arnbala.
Mutiny in Lucltnow proyontcrl by Sir Honry Lawronoo.
Disbandrncnr of Soyouda Irrogulat Eat-airy.
Disbandmcstt of Thirty-fourth blatiyc Infantry in Barrack-

put.
Mating trad .Mttr.tumt or Mrtmr.
Moonir Mutiny followcd by outbroalrs in Dolhi, Foroacpur,

Bombay, rltligarb, Mainpuri, Etawah, Iiulandshar,
Iilasirabad, Barcilly, Moradabad, Shahjahattpttr, and
rnany smallor stations. Disarrning of so-poys in Lahorc,
Agra, Lucltnow, Pcshawar, and Mardan.

Dolbi Ficld Forc: adtrancod to hiarnaul.
Doatb of Gonoral Anson, British comruandcr-in-cl'|icl‘
Murinics at Sitapttr, Hansi, I-lissar, P-aanrlgarb, Goralthpur,

and blimach. Suraiying Europeans in bliniach
fort.

Murinios at Gwalior, Bbararpur, and
.iI'I[Iiil"-Ii!'_I of Cnwpnrt, film rirgr sf Eur:-prtut raaa-frat: [it-1;

jolt} oral‘ ssorrctaa.
Mutiny in H-onarns Forcstallod; sopoys and doubtful Siltlt

battalion by gunfirc.
Mutinios at jowanpur, Allahabad, jullundur, Phillaur,

bllowgong, Rhoni, Fatohgarh, rhtrungabad (Doo|:an},
Fatchpur, and jubbulpur. Jiurangabad tnutiny sup-
prossorlaftora tow days; robols flcd,

tog.
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August

5cpt:mber

APPENDIX.

Forciblc disarming of Indian units at Nagpur and Barrack-
put‘.

Mutinios at Faizahad, E-ultanpur, and Lucknow. Clrdot was
resrorod in the latter, but the city and surrounding neigh-
bourhood renrained disturbed. Europeans sheltered in
the Residency.

British dofoated at Chinbut [yo June}, noar Lucknow.
.i'.r3tgr qfLw.iars:av
Also in June:
Bard: of Badli-kc-serai [B Juno]. Delhi Field Force took

gfljpuo-sition on the Ridge and began operations against

Throughout juno, the royoit spread through the Ga-ugrs
 : Ii.ajputa.n.'a, Central India, and aifoctod parttof

Mulinios at Indore and Mhow, Auggur, jbolurn, Saugor,
Sialkor, Dinapur, and Agra. Europe-a.ns uoooonttated in
fort of Agra.

Siege of Lucknow Residency condoned throughout julyi
asditlII':lhiField Foroooporationsagainsttheciryof
Delhi. General Barnard, coromnding at Delhi, died of
disoaso (5 july).

General Haveloek’: force, advancing Erorn Allahabad to
th: relief of Eawnporo, arrived on 1y July, one day too
late to say: the wornon and children from massacre.

Indian units in Rawalpindi disarrned. Sialkot mutineers
Ell?-p:t1l)l1y Crcncral john blicholson at Trinsruu Gbat

r y .
Mutinies at Holhapur [Bombay Presidency], Poooantali

I"?! Mlflllil. J1-lbbulpur, Bbopowar {noar Indorc}.
M.tan Mir {our Lahore}. During August, rebellion
tartan through Sattgot and Narbada

Also in August;
5|-trptirc rlisatrnaroont of Indian units in Be-rbatnpur {I

nasw=)- Continuation of siege of Itesiden-ry o Lurk-
now; I-lavolocitfs first attcrnpt to relieve it failed.

Clntbrealt forestallod in If-Iarachi [tit September}.
Further outbreaks in Bangor and biarbada districts.
B°E"_1"111g of siege of Saugor.
DI-ah auaairtd or rucprurd (r.r.—-ao September].
Ltr-boar m'i'et=ad Q1 Hntrhot and Darrow (rt September];
"tr sitst at no reinforced garrison began.
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APPENDIX

Mutiny at Bhogalpur {neat Diuapur}. Uunsst in Bihar,
North Bengal, and Assam.

Mutiny in Bombay city for-estalled {t 5 Clcrob-er}.
Revolt in liotah stat: [I5 October}; Major Burton, the

political agent, murdered.
Lltnbrsnt rrir'rt-re’ igy .i'r'r Colin Cumpitii [ry November};

garrison evacuated, and Residency and city temporarily
abandonod.

General Windham defeated outside Cawnpore {rt Nurem-
ber]; line of retreat from Lucknow thrtatcnerl by
mutineers.

Drrinis iwtrir offluaupsrr (E Deeernber}; armies ofthe Bao
$ahib—nephew of the blana Sahib-—and of Tantia Topi
routed by Sir Colin Campbell.

in the Doah. Capture of Fatehgarh.

Beginning of Sir Hugh Itos:’s Central Indian campaign.
Sir Colin Campbell began carnpaign to recapture Lucknow-
Gurkha. army of It-lepal oatue to assistance of British in

Lucknow
Saugor relieved by Sir Hugh Rose (3 February].
Assembly of Sir Colin Campbell’: ‘Army of Cludh' along

Cawnpore—Luolrnow road to await arrival of Gurkha
army under ]ang Bahadur.

I_.ar.i:.-tow nrsprand {rt March) and rebel armies dispersed
into Dudh.

Continuation of Sir Hugh ltos-:’s campaign.
Battle of Botwa; Tantia Topi defeated.
flisrtri storms’-
Rani of jhansi liod.
Final rapture of jhansi.
Arttnttgarh recaptured and garrison relieved.
Sir Hugh Rose resumed advance on ‘Kslpi.
Alto in April:
Sir Colin Campbell began reconrpiest of Rohilkband. +
Fresh rising in Bilrar, led byliioer Singb; after campaign

against him, liner Singh retreated wounded to 11-is
stronghold of jagdisput, where he died of his wounds.

Battle of Bareilly.
soy
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Maj’ :4
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Jun: I

jun: ti
jun: :6
jun: :1

jun: 19
jun: an

_]ul5'—Dc|:embcr

Iii‘?
Aplil 7

April :5
April I3

APPENDIX

Baruiily rccaptumd.
Hattlc nf Kunch; tlrrft-at nf Tantia Tnpi.
jagdispur nscaptursd.
Halpi rnnccnpied by British.
H-attl: ofMnilamcii. End of tt:si.sta.nI:n: in Rnhiikhand.
Rcbcls began gucrriila warfare: in jungle.
Tantia Tupi and Rani of jhansi at gatrs tut" Gwalior.
Gwalior army dcacrtnd tn nil:-rls. _
Tantia Tupi and Rani nf ]l1a.nsi ssizc Gwaiinr by sur|::-nt-t-
Sir Hugh Ens: marched from I"-Ialpi.
Arrival nf Sir Hugh Ens: at Gwaliur.
Battls ni'l{ntal1-lrs-srrai; this clan: is alsn supp-uscd tn la:

that of th: tieatia of tbs Ra.-ni of jhansi.
Baflir sf GI-rruTr'sr.

CHFTMT if Iérfwhrrr,‘ flight {If Tlnlil Ttilpit
Alan in ]I.1t|I:: L
Ccntinuarinn nf 51.l]1lPlIC$5.lCtIl nf scattensrl gucnilla fnn:~:=sII1

Durlh, Hihar, and alnng Iii:-palssr frnnticr.
Guerrilla bands gradually suppressed avsrywhsrc =1-Elrpf

in tht: Raiputana and Central India, whrrc Tantia Tnpl
rcniainctl Fr-:1: anti ttmtlnuctl :tt.'tis'|: t'I:si|ttitt|t:t:.

Tantia Tnpi lil-CliIl'i‘l]|'ttl. by Man Singh, antl
Trial nf Tantia Tupi.
Execution of Tantia Tupi.
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Thc nurnbrr of publishrd and manuscript rnattrials about thc Indian
hlutiny is rnornious. Thc manuscript sourcrs arc mainly in thc
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for its attctnpt to frcc thc story from th: not unrtaniral bias of nitro-
tornth-ccntury British writcrs.

D1’ pcrsoual rnrrnoirs, rny own cditions of thc London Tissrr corros-
pontlcttt ‘Williams Howard Russcll's journal, published under the
titlc of 1"-{pr Indian friarirg Drug (London, 1951). Maria Gs:n:nou's
jaantd of Mr Sirgr of Laaaiassw (London, 1955], and Williasn Forbes-
Mitchcll's T6: Rriiq-f sfLarii:taw (London, 195:) arc us|:Ful as contcni-
[Jutary accounts. For otlict works, the roadcr will iintl the cstcnsisc
bibliography printed in Son's book cstrcmcly hclpful.
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