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one at Devagiri (or Daulatabad, as he christened it) in the
Deccan, which he had only recently annexed. Not content
with merely shifting the court, he insisted on moving the
nobility, the elite and the Sufis (Muslim mystics), for he also
wanted to establish Muslim culture in the predominantly
Hindu Deccan. In spite of the elaborate facilities that the
Sultan offered the travellers en route and on arrival at
Daulatabad, the people of Delhi left with a heavy heart:
‘they walked with loud lamentations, like persons who
were going to be buried alive’. Within a year the Sultan
realized that the shifting of his capital had not been a suc-
cess and moved the entire population back.

Though much smaller in size than Tughluqabad,
Adilabad is built on the same lines and in the same architec-
tural style. The walls are massive and in three tiers in the
upper part, as at Tughluqabad. On the interior there are
continuous wall arcades, providing posts for guards. The
two gates of the fort, one with barbicans between bastions,
survive. To the south-west lies the citadel, separated from
the rest of the fort by a defensive wall.

With the Tughluqs, Muslim architecture in Delhi under-
went a marked change. The simplicity of line in their build-
ings, the reduction of ornamentation to the barest minimum
and the use of large stone blocks, plain rather than the rich
red of the Khaljis, all contribute to an effect of strength and
austerity, particularly after the profusion of ornamentation‘
in the constructions that precede theirs. The buildings of the
Tughluqs are pure architecture devoid of any attempt at
sculpture. Yet, while the earlier Muslim dynasties had striven
to break away from Hindu features as far as possible, the
Tughluqs willingly incorporated them into their buildings,
forging in the process a truly Indian style of architecture.
Their arches are pointed and true but are reinforced at the
base by bracketed lintels-functionally unnecessary but
structurally important for the Hindu masons who must
have constructed them. The single domes of white marble
that surmount the two tomb chambers too, are crowned by
ribbed finials of a fruit and water-pot motif, traditional

44

555- _-._-..,_.,=__-_._._, .

Riiiiis of the Tiighliiqabild F011
. . fHindu symbols of fertilityandgood fortune. Yet the walls o

the mausoleum slope rapidly inwards, mluch 1? the ililiaannligleli;
of the Egyptians. The squgrff Pluar and t 3 (5 llstfi which
are happily used, not unwillingly tolerate . _t is d TS hlu
lends a special charm to the perfectly pr0pOrt1011E 118 _ -Cl
buildings, in spite of their overpowering cyclopean qL1a11tY-
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this magnificent throne is, that the twelve columns sup-
porting the canopy are surrounded with beautiful rows of
pearls, which are round and of fine water, and weigh
from 6 to 10 carats each.
It was this throne which was carried off by Nadir Shah

when he plundered Delhi in 1739. It is now completely lost.
The famous couplet of the fourteenth century poet Amir
Khusro, ‘If there be a Paradise upon earth,/It is this, it is this,
it is this’, is to be found in this hall in two sets of panels below
the cornice over the corner arches of the inner court. It is
interesting to note that the same inscription is also to be found
in ]ahangir's famous garden at Srinagar, the Shalimar Bagh,
and that whereas Iahangir found his paradise in nature, in the
open, amidst waterfalls and flowers and greenery, Shah ]ahan
found his in the essentially urban setting of a palace.

The Diwan—i-Khas has witnessed not only the glamour and
the grandeur of the Mughals, it has witnessed their misfor-
tune as well. ln 1739 Nadir Shah received the submission of
the effete Mughal Emperor Muhammad Shah Rangila
(Muhammad Shah the Merrymaker) in this hall. Within two
decades Ahmed Shah Abdali, another Afghan, had arrived
to loot and pillage Delhi. In 1788 Emperor Shah Alam was
blinded by the Rohilla chieftain Ghulam Qadir in this very
hall. By 1803 he had, for all practical purposes, handed over
power to the British, who had rescued him from the
Marathas, when he received General Lake here and agreed
to be a titular king, while the British took over effective con-
trol of the city. And in 1858 Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last of
the Mughals, was tried in the same hall for the part he had
played in the Mutiny, and, being found guilty, was exiled to
Rangoon to die there in ignominy in 1862.

South of the Diwan-i-Khas lie the private apartments of
the emperor called the Khas Mahal (Private or Special
Apartments). The Nahr-i-Bihisht flowed through this apart-
ment, dividing it into two. To the west of the Nahr is the
bed-chamber, known as the Khwabgah, and attached to it is
a smaller room for telling the beads known as the Tasbih
Khana.
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To the east, towards the river, is a large room known as
the Baithak or the Sitting Room and leads on to a jharokha or
overhanging gallery where the emperor would appear to
his subjects at sunrise each morning. Large crowds would
gather for this special audience and the emperor would
sometimes also receive petitions and complaints. Loyal sub-
jects would not begin the day without first getting a glimpse
of the emperor, for his personal appearance at this balcony
testified to his well-being. Later, Aurangzeb was to abolish
this practice saying that it smacked of idolatry.

The semi-octagonal tower crowned with a dome that con-
tains the balcony or the jharoklm is called the Mussaman Burj.
The balcony itself is rectangular and has a curved Bengali roof
and a low marble screen at the base. The room behind it has
four large marble grilles on either side of the jharokha.
Beneath the Khas Mahal are steps that lead to a gate giving
on to the river, called the Khirzi Gate. It was from this gate
that Shah Iahan entered the fort when he inaugurated it on
I9 April 1648. It remained the principal entrance for all dig-
nitaries coming to attend on the emperor in the Diwan-i-
|<has.

To the south of the Khas Mahal lie the apartments of the
royal seraglio, called the Rang Mahal or the Palace of Col-
our. The apartments are divided into six chambers by
engrailed arches and topped with four flat-roofed red
sandstone clihattris on the four corners of its roof. The lower
walls of the Rang Mahal were painted in bright colours from
whence the apartment gets its name. The ceiling was origi-
nally made of silver inlaid with gold but in the reign of
Akbar II (1806-37) the silver ceiling was replaced with one of
copper, and later that too with one of painted wood--still
beautifully preserved and still a delight to behold. The four
corner chambers have tiny pieces of glass embedded in the
upper walls and ceilings ‘which reflect back a thousandfold
the light of candles. Known as the Sheesh Mahal or the Hall
of Mirrors, the rooms recreate the glory of a star-lit sky at
night. Beneath the Rang Mahal are underground apart-
UVIIII-tI.EAF The 2-m1rblest"ret>i-1 rt.Iii‘!r the scale ofjustice in the Kites Mahal.
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