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PREFACE.

-{Ir -

Tats little Work prefents itfelf to
the Publick without any afi'e&ation
of intrinfick importance, and merely as
the herald of another; yet the Orien-
talift and Antiquary may be pleafed to
fee, for the firfl: time, an Epitome of
Perfian Annals, in the original lan-
guage of a native. hifiorian.

' The want of‘ fueh a Work induced
me to feek, among my Manufctipt
Chronicles, the molt concife and tom;

a



ii PREFACE.

prehenfive accountof the ancient Ira-;
m'an" Sovereigns; and the following
pages are the refult of my inquiry.
To the Perfian text and the Engliih
tranflation, I thought it necefi'ary to
fubjoin fome collateral illufirations

v .-

from other manufcripts. This talk,
during the performance of it, became
a ‘regular examination of each King’:
reign: And although I fiudied to keep
'rny Work within the compafs of a
iingle and a fmall volume, and refolved
to derive my illuflrations entirely from
fources unexplored hitherto by Euro-

‘ The Perfian Empire, in general, is properly
called Iris. The word Pnfia is derived

from Pars, the mine of a province, ghe molt re-
markable as being the ufual refidence of the Kings:
This name, in modern compofitions, is moi’: fre.
fluently written Farr, after the Arabian manner.
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pean writers; yet, by an imperceptible
accumulation of extracts, the fuper-
Iiructure became too vaii for fo flight
a foundation as the original text. -

_ I could not, however, prevail on
myfelf to throw away what had been
acquired by laborious perfeverance, or
to reduce that which feemed neceffary
to the illufiration of obfcure paifages,
I_ had collected a mafs of extracts,
>.

which not only were, in a peculiar
degree, ufeful and curious, on the
Antiquities, Philology, and Geography
of Perfia, but threw fuch light on many
important and interefiing points of
‘Sacred andiof Profane Hifiory, as I
had never expected to find in any poll.-
Mohammedan authors.

. 0 ~ -‘
O

To whatever degree the Reader's
3. Z
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curiofity may be exciwd by this deela-
ration, I make it with the confidence
of one who [con£eives, that eight or
nine years (pent in clofe application
to the ftudy of Eaitern Languages and
Literature, have enabled him to appre-
ciate juitly, after repeated perufals,
the value of his own manufcripts; and
I entertain not any apprehenfions that
t-he future publication of thofe extracts
will difhppoint the Reader's expect-
ation. '

As the original text of the Yeban
Ara (which is here given with little
more than the Engliih tranflation) was
found inadequate to the mafs of notes
and illuftrations, I extended my plan,
and chofe, as a fuitable ground-work,
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elm Section of the L05-al-towarikb}
“thigh contains the ancient annals of
Irén. This work I {elected fi'0m ii
multiplicity of other Tarikbr, both
greater and fmall¢r;_h¢¢fll!f¢ it 60111-
prifes within a moderate compllffii
more ufeful and important hiitorieli
information, lefs intermixed with fable
and romance, than all)’ other. The
frequent mention in M. D’Herbelot’a
Bibliotbeque Orimfale of the Lab-tarikb,
is a fufiicient teitimony of its excel-.
lence ; audit is without doubt the fame
book which Pietro della Valle once in...
tended to trani_late.1' _

". €._g\,.f:ll .,4
+ “ Di tradur da Perfiano in Tofcano un libm

“ che chiarnano Mitialla dellq Hflarie, & e un breve
“ compendio della hiitoria di tutti i Re della Perfia
4‘ claAdaminfin’a SciahTahmal'p.” Lat. :2. 1621.
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' Having given, from this Work, the
original text of the Perfian Annals,‘
with a tranflation, I ihall proceed to
illuitrate the reign of each King in
regular fuccefiion, by examining the
traditions recorded in -various rare,
ancient and authentick manufcripts--
flightly noticing fuch as have been al-
ready printed or tranflated, and de-'
riving my materials, as I before faid,
from fources hitherto unexplored by
Europeans. It were, indeed, unpar-
donable in me to repeat a twice-told
tale, or incroach upon the labours of
another; fince few libraries, either
publick or private, afford la more
ample flock of original matter than
my own Manufcript Collection; ac-7
quired through the kindnefs of friends
refiding _ in the Eait-indefatigable
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perfeverance in tranfcribing, and dili-
gence in inquiry-and, I muitacknow-
ledge, a degree of expenfe, far beyond
that which found prudence would have
prefcribed to one whofe purfe but
feldom overflowed.

Of the Hiitorical Works, or Manu-
fcript Tarikbr, from which I have
principally derived my materials, 'I
{hall here fubjoin the titles-naturally
beginning with mention of Tabarfs
“ Great Cbroni:le",” the moit ancient

-‘my 5”” hr»:-e as ~>-=‘°;i*—-.~.'l
J51: 7'a_fe_r. Mohammad :61: farir, furnamed

Q)-Q-ii“ Altabari, from Taberfflau in Periia—-

where he was born, Anno Hegira-a224, (A. D. 838.)

His Work is frequently quoted in Periian manu-
fcripts by the title of ‘Tarilb jaferi, or Tarilb

(51: farir. -
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and moit excellent ofall. It is cnmpri.
fed in two large volumes, containing
‘a general hifiory of the Afiaticlt VVorld
from the Creation, the Perfian and
Arabian annals, with the Jewiih rel.
cords, interfperfed with many curious
traditions which muft have defcended
to the venerable Hiltorian through
fotne other channel than that of the
Koran. Tabarl, though a native of
Perfia, cornpofed this admirable Work
in the Arabick language. Fortunately,
however, it underwent a Perfian trail‘-
Iation within a few years after the
anthor’s death--for the original Ara-
bick is no longer to be found.‘

* Some fcattered fragments éf it llill eitifi-'-=-
See Gckley’s Hiitory of the Saracens ; D'I-Ierhelet ;
and my catalogue of the Oriental Manuferipts in

Britilh Mufeum, Oriental Collections, Vol. TI-__
!» I850
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But the Antiquary may coni'ole'him-
felf for this lofs, as the Perfian tranf-
lator has added to the text of Tabari
much curious and important matter.
From the original work, Elmakin, an
Arabian writer, has principally com-
piled his Annals of the Saracens, be-
ginning with that epoch at which my
refearches end, the age of Mohammed.
I have ufed three copies of Tabari, all
fine manufcripts ; following, ingeneral,
one brought from India, and given“to
me by that molt ingenious Orientaliit,
Jonathan Scott, Efq. This copiy (in
two folio volumes) was tranfcribed in
Perfia, A. Hegirae 8 50, (A. D. 14.46.)

Having dwelt fo long on this
article, I {hall briefly mention the
other Tarikbs which I have confulted;

b



n_ot_ ohferving in this place ally chro-
nological order-,. as a more full and re-
gular defctiption of them ihall he pre-
fixed tq my Illuflrations.

Tarikb Msagem,- '€'JU a very
elegant and flowery compofition, ‘in-
terfperfed with poetry; containing
the Hifiory of Pcrfia ' till the time of
Nulhirvan.

‘febkat Najm, cg).-U
“ This precious work,” fays M. An-
quetil du Perron,_* “ is of t-he year of-
“ the Hegira 655, of Chrilt 12 57;“-
yet my copy, the only one I have as
yet feen, is dated 650, 43'“
J(of Chriit 1252.) It contains.

,' * Man. dead. I1;/trip. Vol. ;1,.p. 379.-
‘ \
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the Hifibry of Afia, Jews, ancient
Arabians and Perfians, Khalifs, Mue-
hammedan Kings of India, Perfia,
Khoraffan, &c. to the defcendanta of
Gengiz Khan.

Tarikb Gazideb, 0c>~_.I€I_,)l-7 a moi‘:
excellent compilation of Afiatick Hi!’-
tory, by Hamdallab‘ Mufioufi, author of
the Nozbat al Coloub. It Concludes
with an account of Caz~vin, his native
city.

Rozet al Sqfa, UuaJ| )_)a general
Hifiory of the Eafiern World; in
{even (fometimes in nine, or twelve)
volqrnes, by Mirkbond, who lived in
the fifteenth century. A geographicdl
index is fubjoinedl to the lafl: volume.

b 2
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‘Kbelaflht al Akb6ar,_)‘~/,\$¢U l 3-A0-x='~
an abridgment of the Rozet al Sefa,
by Kbandemir, the fon of Mirkbond
above mentioned. My copy of this
abridgment confifis of above I200
pages, quarto,

Habib-al-Seir, )¢_--H a ge-
neral” Hifiory of Afia, by the fame
Kborrdemir: "a moi’: valuable compo-
fition, in feveral volumes: the copy
which I have ufed, confifis of four
volumes of unequal fize.

Zein-al-akbbar, J‘-45” l a very
curious and extraordinary work; con-
taining the ancient_ Hifiory of Perfia,
Jewifh, Chrifiian, Magian and Hindoo
religious faits and ceremonies, annals
of the Mohammedan Kings and Kha-
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lifs, geographical anecdotes, and chro-
nological tables, &c.

, rmkz» Kapcba/c Kbani, )3
L53‘-'$ fo called after the
author, Kapcbak Kban Kali Bezg, of
Balkb ; who has moi’: ingenioufly writ-
ten the Hifiory of Afia from the cre-
ation of Adam, of the Deluge, Mofes,
Chrifi ; the Greeks and Romans, from
the time of Alexander; Arabians,
Copts, Chaldeans, &c. &c. ; the Kha-
lifs, Mohammedan Kings of Perfia,
Hindoofian, Tartary, &c. down ‘to
the year 1 137 of the Hegira (of Chriit
1724.) The latter part of this work
affords many curious hifiorical anec-
dotes concerning Balkh, Bokhara, the
countries borderingon the riverJihoon
(or Oxus), &c.



I

\

xiv ‘PREFACE.

A very excellent Tarikb, the title 0:
author of which I am not yet able to
afcertain; it begins (after the ufual
Lg’/millabi) with the words J1 09-;
|_.$-V-U O~,-=- and contains an account
of the Creation, the Prophets and
Patriarchs, ancient Kings of Perfia,
the Khalifs, 8zc. to the year 95 I of the
Hegira, (of 'Chrif’t 1544,.) This ma-
nu-fcript bears the impreilion of M. Le
Gantil’s Perfranfital. .

Another very curious and valuable
Tarikb, or Hiflory of the Patriarchs,
Prophets, ancient Perfians and Ara-
bians, Mohammedan Princes of Perfia,‘
Arabian, Hindoofian-, 85¢. to the year
773 of the Hegira, (A. D. 1-371.) Of
this work. I cannot difcov-er the title ;
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it it a large folio volume, and begins

abruptlyggfil do-g 1-Zl

Tarikb Subab Saduk, fig.» '6,-Jlii
u.§0bo a general Hifiory of the Afi-
atielt World, ancient and modern, by
blobammed Saduk, of Isfahan; in four
large volumes, folio: a very rare and
valuable work.

A folio volume, imperfect both at
the beginning and ending. It con-
tains a variety of moftcurious hifio-
rical anecdotes, fome of which {hall
be tran-flated in another work.

swab Alfi, g_$.§Jl 5%,ls‘ or The
Chronicle qf 4 Tboufand Tears, (i. e.
a-fter Mohammed;) a very excellent
compilation of Afiatick hifiory, in
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three large folio volumes. The begin-
ing of the firit volume afl'ords_ fome
anecdotes of Tezdegerd, and the in-
vafion of Perfia by the Mufulnians.

The Nizam al Towarikb, fun’-5
'6-1)l)$J| a very curious epitome of
Perfian hifiory, by Abau Saied Abdallab
ban Almouelli. _

Tarikb Nizam al Molk, _,)U'
Lfkll or -S'ez'a_/kt fwa‘ Seir al Molouk,
¥—i/)-Lr" J a celebrated
work, compofed aboutthe year of the
Hegira 485, (A. D. 1092.) -

.
\

Merzit al Aulum, F-li.:J| Qf
Tarikb Bakbtaver Kbam',) ji.3'

a general hifiory of the ancient
' and modern Sovereigns of Afia, by
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Batbtowr Kboa; in two large quarto
V0ltIfil¢S’. '

The Dalrijian, UlX».._|l6 of which
port has been tranilated in the New
4fl¢m'ck Mg',1':ellan_y of Calcutta. ~

But. few of thefe hifiorical compo-
fitions in profe, afibrd more ufeful or
curious information to the Perfian
Antiquary, than the great Heroick
Poem of Ferdoufi, Lsw-)0 intitled
6-oi-5 oi-12 Shab Nunez, or Book ofKings,
compofed in the tenth and eleventh
centuries of the Chriiiian }Era,"‘ from’
ibme original annals in the Peblaoi
language, which efcaped the general
defiruétion of Perfian books when the

' Ferdoufi died, A. Hegira 4: 1», (A. D. 1630-»)
c
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Mufulmans invaded‘ and conquered
Iran. This celebrated work contains,-
in more than fixty thoufand diflichs,
the ancient records of Perfia, from
Caiumuras to Teadegerd, interfperfed
with afioniihing fiétionand delightful-
romance. But from the traces of real
hifiory, which frequently appear, I
am induced to fufpeét that the Chro-
nicle of Taoari was not unknown to
our Perfian Poet :' this fufpicion I may
be allowed to entertain, without dero-
gating’ from the authority of ‘thofe
Peblawi annals above mentioned; fince
I am well perfuaded, that even at this
day, many valuable manufcripts, in
the ancient language of Iran, {till exifl:
in that country, and may yet reward
the labours of fome inquifitive and
ingenious traveller.

1.
i

J

l
i

1
I

1-i.-l.___4l_
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From three fine copies of this ad-

mirable work,‘ I have derived much
curious information. I have occafion-
ally ufed, alfo, the two Perfian abridg-
ments of this work; the firfi of which
M. Anquetil du_ Perron fiyles “ Tana-
“ rikb du Scbah Namab,”-I’ an epitome,
by Tavakbol Hrflkini ; this is, however,
the work ufually denominated Mun-

‘ One of thefe is peculiarly beautiful; a very
large folio, written in Perfia, and decorated with a
variety ofmolt fplendid and extraordinarypaintings:

what it originally cofi in ran,I cannot afcertain;
but it appears from a note, that one thoufand rupees,
(about tool.) were paid for it in Bengal.

'l' “ Tavarikh du Schah Namah, abregé rare ct
“ precieux,” &c. Zendavefia, Tom. I. Appendix

nxxxvi. The learned Wabl, in his “ Aim urxd
News Vorder and MittelAfim,” &c. (p. 203, 204.)

has confounded this with the Sbab Narrub N;/‘r,

hereafter mentioned.
C 2
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tokhyh Shah Nameh, A-QU obi’;
or Muntekhyh Shem/hir-Khani,
%si|&~compofed by Taoakol Beig, and
dedicated to Shemfiir Khan; it con-
tains, in almoit every page, fome verfes
of the original Shah Nomeh. The other
abridgment is that quoted by the
learned Hyde, in his Relig. Voter. Per-

0

forum, as " rorzflimus liher,” intitled
Shah Nameh Nq/r, a..L; at.-2. This
work was compofed for the ufe of
Dr. Hyde, by defire of the Englilh
Agent at Surat, The Parfi, whom he
employed, mentions this circumflance
in the preface, and in fome wretched
verfes which he has fubjoined at the
end: the abridgment, however, is very
ingenioufly executed, in the moft pure
and eafy profe. Of this work, which
is preferved in the Britiih Mufeum,
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there did not exiita fecond copy untii
Iobtained pcrmiffion to tranfcribe aw

Of Nizami’s five poems,1' three af-
ford fome curious matter: ,the Sekandet
Nameb, MU‘M or Hifiory of
Alexander--the L°lJ.§ Hqfl
Peigur or Seven Forms, containing the
romance ofBabaram Gaur—and Khq/ru

' Some extraéis from the .Sbab Numb Ne/r
have been publifhed in the Oriental Collefiions-—
As I have nearly tranilated the whole work, it will
probably be foon ofiered to the lbvers of Perfian
Antiquity and Romance.

'I'Afixthpemisfometimes addetltothe
£3-V or Film freq/urn qf Nixlni, an hi!
works are emphatically fiykd. of thdi, I Ml
hereafter give a full aecount; firllowiag themdl
ancient of three fine. in my own Collefliflllp

tmnferibed A. Heg. 767, (A. D. 1365-)
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Shireen, )J.w$. or the Rory of
Kbq/ru Parviz and his celebrated mif-
trefs Sbirem- the Aineb Sekandery,
g_§)c>~L£~ or Mirror of Alex-
aiider, by Emir Kbq/ru-and the 0)-'$
g_=§_)c>§'\£~ MU Kberd Nameb Sekan-
dery, fllexanderfiv Book qf H/ij'dom, by
the celebrated _'}'ami, furnifh fome paf-
fages on the Macedonian Conqueror’:
hifiory.

From the Bebarijian, and other
works of the voluminous _‘7ami,* I have

' Befides copies of this author’: works' in
difiinéi: volumes, I am fo fortunate. as to poifeft
the whole, confifiing of forty difierent compofitiona
in profe and verfc, Arabick and Perfian, all
uniformly written, and bound in one large volume;
tranfcribed with fuch exquifite accuracy and ele-
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extracted many curious illufirations ;
fome alfo I have found fcattered
through the various works of Ferid-
eddin dttar, fuch as his Q2-'l~}Jl
jbuabir Azw-¢).sé'= ))-»e$ Kbq/ru
Gul—\¢\¢_8'-ll Q)‘-I'M-, Lefan al Gbai£-
)¢_.la.ll Mantuk al Tair, and
the others.

Befides the work of Emir Kbq/rn
above mentioned, his A3 Nab
Speher—\°>vi'~'-V-Q Hg/bi Bebg7bt-
_’).»»$ Sbireen Kbq/ru, &c.
afford hifiorical matter; alfo the Boil-
tan, Gulifian, Rifalehs, and other com-
pofitions of Sadi--the _7aum-

ganoe, and illuminated in fuch a fplcndid manner,
that one of its late poll'efi'ors paid for it, in the Eail,
a fum nearly equivalent to r4.o guinea»
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i-jfm, or Cup qf flrlgfieid, by Avfivdi-—
the Hadiket of Senai, U».
the ¢,_5 lijefnavi of Gelaledirt
Ronni; and many othcrpoetical works
which the limits of this Preface will
not allow me to enumerate.

The geographical treatifes, from
which I have chiefly derived my illuf-
tmtioas, are, that admirable work, the
Nazbat 41 Coloub, -,.»;.U‘dl rain)-.: by
Ifamlallab Mgfwfi, whom M. D’Her-
belot fiylcs “ Le Geograpbe Per;/an."
~_fiL,.. J cfiba... The Mjalek 1:
.M¢rnaIek*-the Q,k.>J»>!I

* Of this mall valuable work I have given a
flrort defcription in the Appendix :_ my tranflation
of it will, I hope, be ready for publication in four
or five months.

. ¢



Jjaieb al buldan--theMU jl)¢»°3»Sbi1:az
Nameb ; a mofi curious and rare manu-
fcript, quoted by Kxmpfer in his
dmwfiii. E_x0t.*-the Heft
Aklim—the \.,.~1fill Tabkikb
al Iraé, a geographical dictionary, by
Mohammad Saduk I:fabani—the Ajaieb
41 Ma/ebloucat u‘-13;L='=~,J I
the Tolfut al Irakein,
by the celebrated Kbacani--the Ajaieb
al Gberaieb, c_,\__,1),g| c_,\__!l-=3-C-the
geographical index at the end of Mz'rk-
band’s Rozet al Sefa, ‘ and many others.

-
~ 0

In Philological explanations I have
ufed a variety of manufcripts; to enu-
rnerate which,’ would extend thisWork

(* P. 301) I have reafon to believe that this copy
is the fame which Kzmpfer brought from Perfia.

d _ .
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beyond the limits prefcribed: the
principal of thefe, however, are the
dictionaries or Ferbuflgs, intitled 7.»-
bangeeri,

Bar-ban Katea—l4'-‘u-1“ Ka/bf
al Lagbat-Q_§)1,->8 Sururi—Q"§<-My-<'i¢_)
Rqflu'dz'--kDLi.l7 l Lutrz_yqf al
Logbat-l-)9‘)-=$\J l)S\-{Babr-al-]‘ouabir,_
&c. Many curious Philological Re-
marks I have likewife found in mif-

4

cellaneous works, fuch.as the Bebari
Sekbun, _)l;v-_I--Sberah Sekauder
Namab, 6-cl-.iJc.)J.a<w C )i3i—the Ne.-

faias al A/elabar, _)U_$lll
c Sberab Kbakani-the

c'..\’)L,Jl ii)¢=‘-A Zekbiret 41.140101111-
the ;5).aLs ~.3&l='.| Abklak NqIm:ri--
the Lb-lo» )Wakaat Matoul-
the Q;um_)l-6 Negarz_'/Ian of _Youinz'--
aimofl excellent work of the fame

f
ii._i_



muamc El xxvii
mu, by /11’ Gbufari (author of the
feban Ara) ; and a third Negarijian,
by Ali len Taffour Bu/Iami. I muft
alfo acknowledge my frequent obli-
gations to the Lyrick and Soufi Poets,
for afiifiance in my Hiftorical and
Antiquarian Refearches. The allufions
of Anoari, Hafiz, Saieb, Naziri, Oorfi,
Helali, Firokbi, Shem: Taorizi, Kemal
addein Iqfabani, and a multiplicity of
others, to anecdotes ofancient Hiftory
and Mythology, have fometimes ferved
to illuftrate the moit obfcure palfages
of the profe writers; even the dull
and voluminous commentaries on the
Koran, and unwieldy folio: of Mo-
hammedan Law, have not been with-
out their ufe; and fomething has been
extracted from the numerous works of
fiction and romance, which often ex-



hibit very pleafing reprefentations of
Afiatick manners ; I allude to fuch as
th¢ Jl;-3| Anwr Sobez'{y-
the _))L.$Kbawer Nameb-the
o)',A;,-1 ~43 Klflitb Emir Hamzeb-—

)9)J‘-v.=,; Cbebar Dervei/Zr, the
Four De1~vg'/lve:—the 6-cl-i
Bakhzfyar Nameb-—ithe
Bo/fan-i-Kbe_yal—the Negar
Zion, 81¢.

Many topographical notes, and in-
cidental references to the ancient
Hiltory ofPerfia, are fcattered through
fome of thofe Tarikbs which contain
the Annals of modern Mohammedan
Princes; among thefe are the Aulum
Ami, r Qt: an Hiitory of the
Abfiaflides, in three large volumes—
the (AOLS éub Tarzlcb
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Mam Cufi-the A-U J45-_=l Akbar
Nameb—-the db-uLiJ imourNameb
.._.gh¢ )Tebcat Timouri,

Btc. alfo in Biographical works and
collections of Anecdotes, the various
‘l ii).)/ Tuzkerreb al Sboara,
or Lives of the Poets-the Tarikb eon
Kbalkan, Q-,ls=k='. ¢._-1 't\_{'Jt.'.;ih;

Tdrikh Bormekziari--1
the Mujali: al
Momenin, &c. ' “

There is another clafs of Manu-
fcripts which I have attentively per-
ufed, yet fparingly quoted; becaufe,
though numerous, they afford but
little, and even that little is of quef-
tionable authority :. I mean thofe
feeble compofitions in modern Per-
fick, faid to be tranflations from the

I
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ancient Zend and Peblavi, which“ Eu-
ropean travellers procure from the
_Pm;/I: of Surat, and of which the
learned Dr. Hyde and M. Anquetil
du Perron have given us fuflicien-t
fpecimens.
. I ‘

Had I not hopes of difcovering
fome works of infinitely greater value
than the Sadder, Erdwviraf Namath, or
the Zend-a-ivq/Ia, (as we have it in
French); of Zoroa_/for himfelf, I ihould
confider any further attention to the
ancient dialects of Perfia, as a mifap-
plication of Itudy, and a Waite of time 1
thefe, however, have contributed, with;
the various manufcripts before men-
tioned, materials for my future work,-
of which the title will be nearly as
follows : “ Illujiratiom of Perfian Hz:/I.
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“ tory and Antiquities---or an attempt
“ to reconcile the Ancient HMor_y and
“ Chronology of Per/la (according to the
“ dates and traditions, pref/Ertzed in
“ manuferipts of that country) with the
“ Hebrew, Greek, and Latin Records."

This work will comprife,

I. An introductory efl'ay on the
ltudy of Perfian hiitory, antiquities,
and romance. i

' II. A defcriptive catalogue of the
manufcripts which have furnilhcd
materials for the work.

I-II. That fcction of the Leh al
Towarikh which contains the ancient
Hiltory of Perfia, from Caiumurar to

)4
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Tezdejerd ; given in the original Per-
fian, with an Englilh tranflation on
the oppofite pages.

IV. The Illuftrations, &c.; in which
are collected from all the manufcripts
before enumerated, the various tra-
ditions and anecdotes of each king's
reign; collated with thofe preferved
in the Old Teftament, and in _the
works of Greek _and_ Latin writers;
chronological,‘geographical, and phi-_
lological obfervations, &c.

-' V. An Appendix, confilting of fe-
veral mifcellaneous articles, chrono-
logical tables, extracts from rare and
ancient manufcripts, remarks on the
antiquities of Perfepolis, examination
of Zend and Pehlavi manufcripts, fu-
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neral rites,’ fire worihip, Manichean
and Mazdakian herefies, archery and
horfemanlhip of the Perfians, mufick,
painting, fculpture, veitiges of He-
brew and Greek in the Perfian lan-
guage, '&c.

O
, 0

- Such are the outlines of my future
Work, which, if I can judge by the
materials already collected, will form
two large quarto volumes, each con-
taining at lealt 4.00 pages, befides
maps and views, plates of infcriptions,
medals and gems, engraved alphabets
of ancient characters, and fpecimens
of writing, fae/imiles from miniatures
in manufcripts, &c.

I {hall not, here enumerate the
Greek and Latin works which I have

e
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examined and collated; but I "mull
acknowledge my frequent obligations
to the Authors ‘of Hebrew Scripture,
--obligations, indeed, more frequent
than thofe can poflibly imagine who
have only fkimmed the furface of
Oriental Literature, or plucked its
flowers without gathering the fruits :
I was myfelf furprifed to find the molt
ancient and authentick of the Perfian
hiitorians, prove, unconfcioully, _ no
defpicable commentators on the Bible.

I

Of thefe hiftorians, many allude to,
and defcribe as {till vifible in their
days, various itupcndous and inte-
relting monuments of antiquity, un-
noticed by Europeans. To afcertain
whether they exiit at prefent, and to
fatisfy fome doubts on the fubjcct of
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thofe already defcribed by travellers,
I have refolved to vifit Perfia (if Pro.
vidence continue to blefs me with life
and health)whenever fomene_cefl'arydo-
meltick arrangements, and the Works
on which I am now employed, {hall
have been completed.

London, Augult, 1799.

 

i

- The Tatikh ffehau Ara, bl L.__\\Q.q- which has
furnilhod materials for the following Work, is an
octavo manufcript, purchafed at Shiraz in the year
1787, by my ingenious friend, Captain William
Francklin, author of the Tour to Per/ia, in which
he has quoted it on the fubject ofPerfepolis. During
his relidence in Bengal, it accidentally fell from a
boat into the Ganges, and a few words have been
rendered illegible by the wet ; where fuch occur
in the following extract, they are exprellied by af.
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terilks. On his return to England in 1797, Cap.
tain Francklin obligingly gave me this, with many
other valuable manufcripts. The author is Caz_i
Jhrneda1Ghzgfari, gfbuill 49¢->l of Caz-

Vin ; who, according to the Tar:'hh”Bedaooni, died

on his retum from the pilgrimage to Mecca, when
letting out from Daibnl, Anno Hegira: 975,
(A. D. 1567.)

He was alfo author of the Negariflan; a molt
excellent compilation of hiftorical anecdotes, of
which I am {'0 fortunate as to poilefs a ‘fine copy,
written by his own hand, and replete with his

marginal notes; it is a large octavo manufcript,

and was brought to Europe by Jonathan Scott, Efq.

From the ffehan Ara, which contains, a genera]
I-Iiltory of Afia, Patriarchs, Prophets, ]ews, Ara-
bians, Perfians, Kings of Tartary, Hindooltan, &c.
from the earlieit times till the year of the Hegira
972, (ofChrilt 1564.), I {hall have occafion to give
-various extracts in a future Work. 7
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EPIT_0ME
OI ‘PHI

Ancient qfPe1;_/ia.

.

THE FIRST DYNASTY;
Or, T21: eleven Pcifhdadian King.r,

who reigned 2450 Tears.

1 . Caiumura:-—thc -fon of Dula-
vcd, the fon of Ameem, the fon of
Arfakhihad, the {on of Sam, thc fon
of Noah”, to whom be peace. His
fumamc was Grbil-/bab, which figni.

A 3 '
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"" The compound Ghitybab, according to the
Perfian idiom, may‘alfo_fignify “ tbe Kingfirm-
ed qf Clay.” The Magians aflirmthat Cain-
muras was the firfi man; and fome have fup-.-
pofed him to be the King of Elam, mentioned
in Genefis xiv. Thus, Adam, D18 from red

~
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fies the “ Lard, or King of Clay.”
He. reigned thirty years. The cities
of Ifiaikhar in Fars, Damavand, and
Balkh, were founded by him.

2. Hozg/beng-—the fon of Siamek,
the ifon of Caiumuras. He was fur-

. _ .

named Pezflrdad ; and is faid to have
built, the cities of Sils and Shufler in
Khuzifian. His reign was of‘ forty
years. .

0

3 . Ta/.vmum.r——the fon' of Houf.
heng. His furname was Nejeib, and,
according to i forne, Re/dvend, which

,.-1., rmm (Pagnin. Robertf. Clavis Pcntat. &c.)
Perhaps a refcmblance may be found between
Gaiumura: and ‘1py'>'1‘1J Cbedarlaamer.
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"' Of this city, fuppofed to be the ancient
Perfepolis, it does not appear that any vefiiges
now remain, except the ruins of Clvebil minar,

JUL.» or the “ Fart] Pillar: ,-” which the
modem Perfians generally call Takbt-i-_7m-
fluid, .\.:..€'..,.g. .’.°ui.'3 “ tbe tbrme of 7:0;/bn'd."i
See the frontifpieec". _
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fignifies “ Arnied at allpoint: ;” but
he is generally known bythe title of
Dive-bend. The cities of Amol in
Mazanderan, Isfahan, and Babylon,
are monuments of his greatnefs. He
reigned thirty years.

4. fem--the fon of Houiheng;
was furnamed Sbeid, the meaning of
which is “ érzgbtne/Ir, orfiolendaur.”
The years of his reign were feven
hundred. The vefiiges which remain
of him, are the cities of Hamadan
and Toos ; alfo Ifiakhar, the building
of which he completed.

5. Piurqfp--the fon of Meidafp,
the fon of Rilcavend, the fon of Barf-
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* I beg to advife very critical readers (few
others, I believe, will take much intereft in
the matter)’ that the pedigrees of thofe early
Kings are differently recorded in various manu-
fcripts, and extremely obfcure in all.
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ereh, the fon of Nah, the fon ofFe-
faval. the {on of Siamek, the fon of
Caiumuras ; he was the fonof ]em..
H1-eid’s fifler, and called Zobae, which
in. the Arabick language is Dobae,
and fignifies “ Ma/Ier, or I.ord.” - Qf
his works, the Kerzek or Tower of
Babel is one. The time of his do-

‘ \

minion was a thoufand years.
0 O ' 1

6. Feridoun---the fon of Abteen,
the fon of Aican, the fon of ]em-
iheid ; he was furnamed Mouid, and
iome flyled him Cai, which fignifies
“ pure,” free from blemifh, and ap-
proaching to fpiritual perfi-:€tion.~ Fe.
ridoun was the firfi who received fo
honourable a title. The ramparts and

B

‘<
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"" Or Nudar,Jeri according to the ?T'an°kb

Gazideb, and other manufcripts.
’r In my copy of the Tébkat Nafléri it is

written isDadjbem ,~ in forne Tarikhs,
alfo, Zad/bem. _
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lditches - of towns were devifed fby

him. "He reigned five hundred years.

7. Marzacbeber-—-the fonof Meifh-
khoor, ‘.11. fon of Deiruk, the fonof

' 1
4 I

Serdfuk, .the fon of Irek, the fon of
Sek, the fon of Refek, the fon of
.

Fcrkourak, the fon of Iretch, the fon
of Feridoun. His fumame was Fi-

. ~n

rauz ; and his reign of one hundred’
and twenty years. " ’

-

\
4 0

8. Nuzer—the fon of Manuchc-
_ ‘ -

her ; ‘was fumamed Azadeb. He
reigned feven years.

. 9. Afr4fi_a6—(this name fignifies
the wings or fails of a mill) ;~was the
fon of Pefhunk, the fon of Rad-

 Ba
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" More correctly Do, two; alludingto
thofe fireams or branches of the river Tigris
which the Arabians call Zabein, or tbs
T100 7.46:.
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ihem, the fon of Tour, the fon
of Feridoun. His reign over Perfia
lafted twelve years.

- ro. Zn-v--the fon of Tahmafp,
the fon of Manucheher. Of his
works, is that canal in the province
of~Diarbekir known by the name of
Aué-i-Z46, or “ tbe water: qfZa'v.”

-

-He reigned fivf years.

1 1. Gar/lva.y°'-'-the fon of Zav.
After the death of his father, exer-
cifed for fix years the imperial func-Q
tions. With him the honours of the
Peiihdadian race became extinét.

* Or Gurfbq/). The Arabians not
having in their alphabet the Perfian P, fill)-2
flitute for that letter an F, or B; and Tome:
‘£111.33 3 To
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"" Yeban Peblaoan became a title of diitinc-
tion : it was equivalent (fays the Lab al touarikb)
to the modern title Emir al omrall, or Chief of

~

the Nobles. - _ A .
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\ SECOND DYNASTY.
Of tbe ten Caianian Kings, ivbq./é

Empire ilqfied _/‘even hundred and
tbirty;/bur Tears. _

Ln '

1 . Cai Ko5ad—the fon of Zab,
the fon of Zav, the fon of Tahmafp ;
he was fumamed Cai (or Ky), which
fignifies “ mzgbtyfi In his time the
river Jihon (the Oxus) was the boun-
dary between Iran and Touran (Perfia
and Tartary) ;' and Ruflam the font
of Zal flouriihed ; the moft illuf-
trious hero of the world. Isfahan
was the feat of his empire ; and he
reigned one hundred years.

4
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T Ferdaq/i alludes to an ancient tradition that
Nimrod and Kaus were the fame.

I

.s_,._.-U..,ll' .s”...i
1 Called alfo )3 Til-1'-qfirkaun,a

according to the Tarikb-meager»: it was 3
lofty pile or heap ereéled at Babel, for the pur-
pofe of afironomieal obfervations, by this Kara,
or Nimrod._ . . *

I



(1.1)
2. Cai-K'au.r’-—-the 'fon of Cai-

Kobad ; _ his furname was Nimurd,
which, in the Arabick language, is
lam yemat, or iminartal, corruptly
altered into Nimrod. Having, from
the excefs of foolifh pride, endea-
voured to afcend into the heavens,
bome aloft in an ark .(or throne) on
the wings of eagles,+ from this he
vainly *‘ * *‘ *‘ One memorial
of him is Affar, in Mefopotamia.
His reign was of an hundred and
fifty years. . _

3; Cai-Kbq/ru-the fon of Sia-

1' In the manufcript, Kergur, a fabulous bird
of immenfe fize, refembling in many refpeéts
the Phcnix. (See Oriental -Collections, Vol.

C



L

I ( 19 ) ~
u"J°‘~ we‘-° Q9‘-»¢..~>’
Jsfr ylénbsle free.

'-='~'1'~6. 1»-"<>~§-5' _)=-‘e (Lilli-.'
JLm‘.. 2.’.

chi 0l.»‘1»O~.i)Jl Q};

J‘-3 L‘);-?,.~

may )1 £11.. J1 Uluui
.

I

II. No. I. p. 96.) According to Ferdoq/i
in the Sbab-Name/2, the birds which Kau: em-
ployed, were g__,[i,= young Eagles. The_
whole fable originatedfprobably, in the fondnefs
of this King for aflronomical fiudies ; as he
declared that he wouldexplore the fecrets of the
fpheres, “ and reckon one by one the fiars of
Heaven.” Ferdaq/i.

r;~*'<~: ;-: ;~ L-.>‘:3->" mm
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vefh, the fon of Cai-Kausi ; he was
fumamed Humaiaun ; and his mother
was Ferankis, the daughter of Afra-
fiab. Having at laft, with the afliIt-
ance of Piran Veifeh, penetrated
into Perfia, he flew Afrafiab, in re-
venge for the death of his father.
He governed during fixty years.

4. Lobmjl * (or Labra/p)-fon
ofArvend-ihah, fon of Cai-Nilheen,
the fon of Cai-Kobad : from his ori-
ginal refidence in the city of Balkh,
he was furnamed Balkbi. Of his
infiitution, is the cftablifhmcnt of

\

"' Our author in this name, and in Gufbtq/Io,
afleéts the Arabian mode of writing, by which
the Perfian B is changed into F.

C2
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military itipends. His reign lafted
an. hundred and twenty years.

\

' 5. Gu/btarfi (or Kfllata/]>)—the
fon of Lohrafp , was fiyled Hirbed,
or the Minifler qf Fire. In his time
Zerduiht, whofe family name was
Daada, pretended to the gift of pro-
phecy. The _caftle of Samarcand is
one of the works which remain of
Guihtafp, who reigned an hundred
and twenty years.

0

o. Cai-Ard¢]Z>ir**—generally called

Artaxerxes Longimanus, or M¢mx»¢.--
From fome curious paifages in ‘Tabari, he ap-
pears to be the Ahafuerus of Scripture, who
“ reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, over
“ an hundred and feven and twenty provinces.”

ESTHER, I-

1
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"" Perfia is not, I fear, the only country
whofe ancient annals are Rained by the regifiry
of imperial inceit. Thofe who, in defiance of
chronology, fuppofe (lueen Hamai to be Semi-
ramis, may here find an additional argument in
favour of their identity. p
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Babnzdn, the fon of Asfendiar, the
fon of Gufhtafp ; he was fumamed
Dirazdefi. One of the remaining
memorials of him is Bandukvar, in
Fars. He reigned an hundred and
twelve years.

7. Homai--the daughter of Bah-
man ; was furnamed Azadc/aeber.
The veitigcs of her are the rbozg/and
column: at I/Iakbar, and the city of
jerdadaan. Her reign lafted thirty-
two years.

8. Darab—his father was Bah-
man, and his mother Homai, the
daughter of Bahman. The memo-
rials of him are the inftitution of
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"' Berdaa, according to fome romances, was
the Sbebrizenan QJL; or City qf PVamen,
the capital of Nu/babab, Ogeen of the Ama-
zons. This place is defcribed as a terrefirial
paradife by Nizami, in his Serander Name/.'.

V &c. 5:); $1.»
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‘poll-horfes and couriers . The length
of his reign was twelve years; and
his title was Akber. if

9. Dara, (Darius)--the fon of
Darab ; he was furnamed .4/gber.
The city of ‘Ebber was founded by
him ; and he reigned fourteen years.

'10. Secander-the fon of Darab,
the fon of Bahman ; he was called
Zu’l’Karnein. . His mother was the
daughter of Philip the King of
Greece. In philofophy he was the
pupil of Ariilotlei The veftiges re-
maining of him, are the cities of
-Herat, Berdaa in Aran, and Alex-
andria. He reigned over Perfia four-

B 12
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" Sbebr-zour. Between Holvan and Mojiulz
it is called by the modern Turks Sbebrzaul.

1' It is not furprifing that the Perfian tra-
ditions on the life of Alexander {hould be
vague and difcordant, fince the Greek hifiorians
acknowledge the obfcurity of this fubjeét. “ Of
“ Alexander,” (fays Arrifln. Pmem.) “ various
“ perfons have recorded various things; nor is
“ there any one of whofe hiftory there have
" been more writers, or writers more dila-
“ greeing onewith another.” mo. pm in one
smog iAM£ard‘gu dllwflhlg, 83,051! um; we whunst

3 dive-¢""'"1:" '6 IMWW. Our Perfian author
has followed Ferdoufi in defcribing Alexander
as the fon of Darah, by a daughter of Philip;
but the more ancient and authentick Taiari,
declares him the Macedonian m_onarch’s fon;
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teen years. His death happened at
the city of Zour ; and the place of
his interment was Alexandria.

and Nizami adopts this tradition, rejefiing an
others on the fubjeét, “ tales which want con-
" firmation, in the vanity of whofe Rory there
“ is no truth.”

*9-P Jun’ P)‘ 4.-3%‘;-’
mi ,,1~.»= be-*** -"9'

(See Perfian Mifcellanies, Q. 79.) All the
Eafiern traditions, compared with thofe of the
Greek and Latin writers, I {hall ofl'er to the
publick in a “ Hf/907 vf dIexanl:r."
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"' The kings of the various provinces, among
whom Alexander divided the Perfian Empire,
Of thefe were the Ar;/acidn, or Parthian Kings.
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THIRD DYNASTY.
Jccaunt qf the King: called Molouk

al towayuf, dz'~vz'ded into two See-
tiam. _ "

Q‘

SECTION. I,

Of the twelve Aflmkanian Kings, who
reigned an hundred and jixty-five
Iiears. , .~

1. A‘/hek—the fon of Dara,_fur-
named A/jgher. During the tranf-
afitions of his father’s reign he was a
child at Rey. Having taken up arms
againft Antakhafh** the Grecian,
he flew him after a battle; and de-

* Antiochus. '
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1' Our author, or more probably the tran-
fcriber of; the manufcript, has‘ omitted in this
place Shapaur, J Sapores, who fucceeded
Alhek, and reigned, according to the Leh al
tawatikh, fix’ years ;or fixty, according to others,
who place the birth of Chsifl in his time.

. , - l



( 31 )
feated Confiantine the Grecian, who
had come to feek revenge. * "‘ *‘ *
And Afhek made himfelf pre-emi-
nent among the other kings ; and
reigned fifteen years. _

2. Ajhek-the fon of Afhek, the
fon of Dara. In his time the chil-
-dren of Ifrael put to death the pro-
phet Zachariah, to whom be peace!
for which he puniihed them. He
was king fix years. (Sueeeeded hy
Shapour, the third hirg.)

4.. Baharam-the fon of Shapour,
reigned eleven years.

5 . Pala/h— the fon of Baharam
likewife reigned eleven years.

I

9
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"' Sir William Jones, in his “ Short Hifiory
of Perfia,” (the object of which was merely to
prepare the reader for that of Nadir Shah,) has
not thought it nec'efl'ary to mention the names
of more than the firfi and lafl monarch of the
Afhkanian Dynafly. The annals of this period
are, indeed, very obfcure, yet not uninterefiing;
their obfcurity feerns to demand illuftration. '
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6.. Homtuzd--the fon of Palaih,

-reigned fixteen years.

7. Naqfi--the fon of Palafh, four-
teen years.

8. Firauz-..-the fon of Horrnuzd,
feventeen years. '

9. Palafh—the fon of Firouz,
reigned twelve years.‘ ‘

¢

g 10. Khq/ru--the fon of Molad;
the fon of Narfi, eight years.

"' According to a very curious tnanufcript
Tarihh (of which I have not yet been able to
afcertain the_ title or the author))3 5.2,;
Cw-l ,lJL'il_-,l “ The city-of Lar (in Lariltan)
was founded by him.” " "

E
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k " This ibn of Kaus, accordirg to that ex-
eellent dictionary, the Cajiflal-lqghat, and

works, was properly called Fm
riharz. ' _ .-
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.1" I . Palaflvqn-ithe fon of Palalh;

the fon of Firouz, twenty-two years.
' .

, I 2. Arda'van—the ibn ofPalafiao.
reigned thirteen years. _

‘ "_Snc'rron II. ' I ,-

lOf the eight Afglranian Kings (arfeeam?
§'._ Race of the third Dyna/1]) _pr0tee4t'ng

from Dezieh Ferherz, the/Pm q/'Kaus.
7'heir -empire Ia/ted an hundred and
fifty-three years.

r. Aria-vim-—the fon of_AIhegh ;

having revolted againft the Aihka-
fnatched the fovereignty from

their billldfi, and reigned twenty-three
years.

1 n 2
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' In the manufcrlpt sap Hen‘ ,- an error
which I have corrected on the authority of
-Kajwchal Khan, the Leb-al-towarihh, 6w.
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'1. Khg/ru--the fon of Afhegh,

was ‘king fixteen years.

,_ 3. Pale;/h--the fon of Afhegh,
reigned twelve years. In his time
the holy perfonage Jefus was born.

4. Gudarz—-the fon of 'Pala[h,
the fon of Afhegh ; his reign lafied
thirty years. \Some fay that Zacha-
riah, on whom be peace] exified in
his days.

5. Narji-the fon of Gudarz,
reigned twenty years.

6. Gudarz—the fon of Narfi, rm
yearS . '

I

4 I
I
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Narfi reigned fifteen years, according to
G18‘ 1141555 ell _/hir; and'U'I'.JL¢,§> L._)I..oj).5

0'3)-i due; “ hi3

f‘ reign the Greeks attempted to invade Perfia-’?'
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7. Narji, the fon of arfi,reigned

eleven years. _ ' _ __
\ -_, '

\ \
-

, 0
| I

' _‘8. Ardwuan--the fon of Narfi,
after a reign of thirty-one years, was
(lain in a battle with ArdeIhir-Ba-
began; and the third Dynafly ' of

- I

Perfian Kings became extinfl: with
him.‘

. ' I
-

-

' "' I rnufi acknowletke, in the words of
D’Herbel6t, “ que eet endroit efl le plus em-
“ barraffi: & le plus obfcur de toute Phifioire

. - ,

‘=‘ de Perfe.” (Art. Jfehgam'nn.} Yet I think
it ipoflible, by ai minute examination of the
Greek, Latin, and Perfian writers‘, to reconcile
the various traditions with hifiorieal and chro-
nological truth; '

p

u
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" There are feveral towns, according to the
tilefalek-:2-Memaleh, which fome reckon as Ibe-
longing to Fars; others to Kirrnan. The
learned PVahI, in his excellent map of Perfia,
places Babel; at the Farr fide of the line which
divides thefe provinces.
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FQURTH DYNASTY.
Account of the Raee ofSaffan, called

a[/b Akafreh*‘. _Th¢'rt_y-one Kings,
who rezgned five hundred and
jtwenty-fiver: Yivarr.

t .

I . firdeflazr Bahegan-1-the fon of
Saifan. The name of Safian con-
tinued for feventeen generations, from
Bahman the fon of Asfendiar. He
was fumamed Bahegan from his ma-
temal grandfather, who built the city

Qf Bélbec in Kerr-‘nan : he reigned
forty years. Among the memorials

' .

' Or the Kg/'ri: ; an Arabickplural (corrupt)

f‘°“‘ ii»-I .
I F
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"' zlrde/hir Khuzeh, or Khureh, called alfo

Yawr, and Firuzahad.
T This king, whom we call zlrtaxarer,

“ came forth,” (fays Tahari) “ and dwelt in
“ I/iakhar, when, after the reign of Alexander,
“ four hundred years had elapfed; or, according
“ to the Chriflians, five hundred and twenty ;
“ or, according to the Magians, two hundred
“ and fixty-fix.

4-.

.- vf
a ‘ '



flfi -Q‘-r —" '""'

(43)
which remain of' him, are the cities
.of 'Ardefhir Khouzeh in Fars, and
Guafhir in Kerman, and Ahwaz in
Khuziitan.

0

2. Shapour-the fon of Ardefhir ;
his fumame was ‘Tirdeh ,- he reigned
thirty-one years. Of his works are
Koureh-Shapour in Fars, Niihapour
in Khorafian, Shad-i-Shapour in Caf-
vin, and Jond-i-Shapour in Khuzi-
flan)“

3 . Harmuz--fon of Shapour; he
was furnamed Bate], and reigned

v

I " Tkxeira, whofe Spaniih epitome of Jllirk.
hand is particularly erroneous and defective in
the Sqfliznian hifiory, places Shapour (Xapur)
before Ardefhir. (Rdaeioner, E97. p. I I 7.)
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"' Baharam--called Varane: and Vumramt
by the Greek and Latin. writers.



a ( -is ) ~
two years. Ram"-Hormuz, in Khu-
zifian, was built by him.‘

4. Bahara1n—the fon of I-Iormuz ;
his fumame was Dergar ; and he
reigned three years and th-ree months.

1

5 . Baharam-the fon of Baharam ;
he ‘was ityled Shahendeh, Ii-.e. upright,
jufi: ; and 'reigne'd twenty years.

6. Baharam—the fonof Baharam ;
his furnanre was Seiflan-Shah ; and
his reign lafied fourteen ‘months.

'7. Nmyf---the fon of Baharam,
the fon of Baharam ; his title was
Nahhjerhan. He reigned nine years.
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"‘ Tahari ’s very curious account of the battles
and treaties between Saparer, and Yulian (the
apoftate) and his fuccefibr Ywian, throws con-
fiderable light on the Greek and Latin hifiories
of thofe emperors-(See Zofimus, Ammian.
Marcellinus, &c.)

1' Mani, Manes; founder of the Manichean
-

, .
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3. Shapour--the fon of Hormuz ;

his furname was Huheh Sina, that is,
the hreaher, or piereer of jhoulderr ;
and the Arabians fiyle him Dha-
Peflaf, becaufe he caufed their fl1oul-
der blades to be pierced and broken.
Mani the painter exifted in his time,
and, alfuming the character of a pro-
phet, exhibited as miraculous the
tablets called flrzenh, fo admirably
painted, that all the fairelt objects on
the face of the earth, in comparifon
with thefe reprefentations of them,
feemed to fade away. Alfo, among

herefy; the hifiory of which has been ably in-
vefiigated by the learned Beaujbhre. Some
curious anecdotes, however, of this herefiarch
and impoftor, Ptill lurk in Perfian manufcripts.
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"" Having been born after his father’s death,
the years of his reign correfpond to thofe of his
life. This is noticed by Bizarus, in his excel-
lent compilation “ Rerum Per/iearum Hf/Iaria,”
(p. 1 1 2.) " cum tot annos regnaflet, quot
“ etiam vixerit,” (feventy years, according to
this hiflorian.) Our writers place the death of
Sapores in the year of Chrifi 380. A
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the rare produétions of his ingenuity,
was a certain ihirt, _which whilll he
woie he was vifible ; having taken it
ofi‘, he became invifible: he was at lafi.
gut to death by the hand of Sha-
pour. The memorials of this King
are the city of _Cazvin, and ‘Toureb
Sb_apaur,*_" which is alfo called Ofl<er-
mekerrum. He reigned feventy-two
years.

9. Ard¢yZ>z'r—-the brother of Sha-
pour, was fumamed _‘)‘em¢'l, and
reigned ten years.

.

I

_ * My copies ofthe Hfi-aH:°m and Nozba! al
Caloub, write it differently. The former fays,
that this city was called 7?/bier {or _N¢_/bur)

G



a_('s.<>)t

de.,;e>)-,;_..‘,..<t.-~may,w
Jm

°1’1)* 1°‘? ~s.s*"J°'~'

J)? °)§‘3j=! Ur! *(')iy-:‘

after, a, fon, of 7'a_bmra:,. but~that- having fallen
F?s<1°¢=Y> e.-_,\~=. -vs;-,a;=*'i" ¢.lI~'s;\!,s _,,¢\:i

adv,’ “ Shapour Dhuf
“_ leélaf caufed it to be rebuilt, and called _it
“ Illaurage Sbapaur. ‘ _

‘K 'Fhe~ reign of~ Baharam has filrnifhcd fub-
for-. a~ of entertaining and curious

both-in profe and-verfe; -fuch as me
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11 o, S.bapour'—-1,-the ‘font of. Shapour

Zu’leél;af,;‘ his -title was Karma»-
jbalb ; and his reign of thirteen years.

1 1 . Tezdejerd-—who, according to
the greaternumber of hifiorians, fuc-
'c'eeded Baharam ; ”-was furnamed, in
the Perfian language, Zefit, and Be-
zekurtl; in the Arabidk, Atbim and
‘Me/'erum. He reigned twenty-one
years and a half.

g .12. Baharam--the fon of _Yez¢
dejerdr; his fumame was Gour. He

)ig_ 635.0 Hefl peigur of Nizami, the t.~..A'°°°'
-Hg/bi Babs:/bt"0f Emir Kbofrfi, the $11.0

,D3a flltmfiir of Hatffi, the Kffldr
flalwm-Gwr.,,S' '1,-4., am? ma-ems»;
befides his hifiory in the Sbab Nameb.
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9 The I/dxzgertes of the Greek, and Latin
‘writers, who change the names of his fucceflbm

Ham:/dax, Perms, Blefu, Bahgfu-,
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was 'a yaliant warrior, _a man,
and a lover of feftivity and fport.
His reign lafied fixty-three years.

13. 1"ezdqierd—-the fon of Balm.-
rarn ; he was Pcyled Szlpab-do/Y ; and
the years of, his reign were eighteen.

14. Hormuz—the fon of Yezde-
jerd ; his furname was -Firsaneb ;
iand his reign of one year. i

1 5. Firauz--the fon of Yezde-
jerd ; he was Ptyled Murdarzeb. One

» 4

of his works is Firoaz Baharam,
in Rey. He reigned ten years. _

Habqlar ,- Calder, or Canada ,~ Zamq/in,
Q’/‘fa!’ &¢. Pm Aghe Bil”. M0)
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‘ Written alfo Nujbirvan. The

ruins of» his magnificent palace, the './Iivan
L._,l,.,;'l or ‘funk-i-Kg/'ri._ t3Lb are {till to

‘be Teen near Madaien (the ancient C15/Fpbon)
on thebanks of the Tigris.
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IQ. P414/b-.-the fon of Firouz.;,

his title was Keranmaielu and -his
lafted five years.

\

. 1.7. Kobad-the fon of Fil_'0UZ ;_
was furnamed Neekrai, and reigned
fixty-four years. Mazdak, the re-
bellious founder of an heretical feéi,
-exified in his time. The glace call-
ed Arjan Gaureb in Gilouieh, and

0

Hulwan, are remains of his works.
0

I r
.

r 8. yamq/]:—the fon Q5 Firoui 3
was furnamed Nekareifi.

\

p 19. Kg/hi--the fon. of Kobad ;.
his furnames were Anzg/birvan; and
lllolk al add, or the juft king. He
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" According to the Zein al akbbar, he caufed
Mazda} the herefiarch to be flead alive; and
in the courfe of one day put to death eighty
thoufand Of hi8 f0ll0W¢l‘8a
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reigned forty-eight years ; and our
prophet (Mohammed) on whom be
the blefling of God! was born in
his time. In, the eighth year after
the birth of that holy perfonage, this
upright monarch died : and velliges
of his works are at Roumieh ‘ in
Madaien. e

20. Hormuz-the fon of Anu-
ihirvan ; his mother was Kakim,
the daughter of the Khakan, from
which circumfiance he was called
Turkzad; he was fo wicked, tyran-
nical, and blood-thirfiy, that in the
twelveyears of his reign, thirteen
thoufand fix hundred perfons of il-

3 .

-11



-

-i

($8)
_,1 Q1).-2,1 J1

.. "0 51».-. }..._,_ E

o_>k_.,.._)'I

ass
j»-P "‘:x-"'*

"=9-=6 c:=!¢>-.'b;'“=’;»5>
La-_I ad)-9).;

aa|r§et)_;__,),_)~.u,)!JL?_,e|»\_:¢l

*->\/.~»~"*~'=¢/"-‘/; wL>'3'*(-3-'i=J°**

1 s The reign of K/1.1". P.»»s.,- 111;. that of
his predecelfor Baharam Gaur, afibrds many"
curious fubjeéts of Romance. See “ tbe Lives
cf Kbq/ru and Sbireen," tranflated by me from
the Sbab Numb N;/r, in the Oriental Collec-
tions, Vol. I. p. 218, &c.
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luftrious rank, among the Perfians,
were put to death by his command.
He was, himfelf, flain in the twen-
tieth year after tbe birrb (of Mo-
hammed. ,

2 I . Kbq/ru-the fonof Hormuz ;
he was furnamed Parviz, or Ibe Vic-
tarz'ou.r. In his time the prophet,
to whom be peace! entered on his
divine miflion ; that holy perfonage
invited the king to the true faith,
which he rejected, tearing in pieces
the letter (of Mohammed.) "‘ *‘ "‘ *’
And Perfia, from his magnifi-
cence, and the fuperabundance of
all necefiaries, arrived at the fummit
of its glory. It is faid, among other

H Z
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"' Tabari, whofe chronicle contains a chapter

on the fubjeét of this _King’s treafures, defcribes
his celebrated horfe, Sbebdiz, the Bucepbalu: of
Perfian romance, which he fays was brought
originally from Greece ; and he adds, that his
figure was carved in fione, by order of Khofni,
at K_irmqn_/lgaban (B4/'ulaun.j
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matters, that he conitantly kept in
his palace fifteen thoufand female
muficians, fix thoufand houfehold
ofiicers, twenty thoufand five hun-
dred horfes and mules for the faddle
and for baggage ; alfo, nine hundred
and - fixty elephants. Whenever he
rode forth, two hundred perfons at-
tended him, fcattering perfumes on
every fide, whilfi a thoufand_/Elder:
(water carriers) fprinkled with water
the roads which he was to pafs.
Among the works ofingenuity which
he poll'elTed, was a certain cup, in
which the quantityofwater was never
dirninilhed, how much foever a per-
fon drank of it ; alfo, an (expanded
hand of ivory, which, whenever a
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child was bom to him, being im-
merfed in water, clofed, and exhibited
the conjunction of {tars prefiding at
the infant’s birth, and thus the horo-
fcope was known: he had -likewife a
piece of pure go-ld, pliable and foft
aswax ; alfo a napkin, which, when
foiled, and thrown into the fire, be-
came clean. In his time, wliite
elephants brought forth young ones
in Perfia. What perfon, in harmo-
nious powers, refembles his rnufician
Barbud? or, who in beauty is equal
to his mifirefs Shireen? At lafi, in
the feventh hour of the night, on
Tuefday the tenth ofJemad-al-awul,
the feventh year of the Hegira, he
was flain by the hand of his fon,
Shirouieh.

r
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"' This explains a pallage in Ildirkbaml,
the obfcurity of which is acknowledged by. the
learned De Suzy, in his Hfflaire dc: Sqflanider,
“~ ]e n-’ai trouvé aucuns renfeignemens fur le
"" mot Paurai2i." i
Mem. Sur diverfes Antiq. de la Perle, p. 442.
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- '22. Kobad-'--'the_f0n of Khofru;
he was fumamed Sbirouie'b,* and
lived fix months after his .father.

23. Jrdej/Z»z'r—the fon of Shi.
rouieh ; his furname was Koucbek ;
his reign of oneyear and a half.

\
n

24.. Kg/i"i--the fon of Kobad, the
fon of Hormuz, the fon of Anufhi_r-
van, was furnamed'Gourab.
e »

u ‘Q '

25 . Pauran-Zlokbt--the daughter
ofKhofru Parviz, was fiyled Saiedqb.
Meat cooked in a particular manner

I
O

‘ll The Ferbung Sururi, Biar/ran 'Kattea, and
other dictionaries, inform us that he was alfo
called .s_.»_,)\.'$‘» Sbarauieb. ‘r

I

\

I

4-...
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. "" Our author has totally omitted the name
of 71:/bendeb, o.>~LrZ~§ who, by Mirkhond, and
a few others, is faid to have reigned a fhort
time after Pouran-do!-bt. Some firrther omiflion
v

sec error appears llkewife in this place, as at
the beginning of the he men;
tions 3 r kings, yet enumerates but 28.
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t ( 57 ) a
is called Paurqni, after her. And
the holy prophet in her time departed
this life. Her reign lafted fix months.

26. Azermi-Jokbt-_-filter to_ Pou-
ran-dokht, was furnamed Adeleb ,-
and reigned four months. " ‘

4

27. Ferokb-zad-the fon oflihofru
Parviz, was furnamed Bakbtyar ;
and reigned one month. i '_

0
l

28. Tezdejerd--the fon of Shahr-
yar, the fon of Khofru Parviz ; he
is called Moll al akbfr, or the I4/I
King. He afcended the throne of
the Perfian monarchs, in the month

I Z
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‘l’ Here properly ends the ancient hiftory of
Perfia--as the death of Yezdegerd was fol-
lowed by the furrender of I/iakbar, and the
other chief cities, to the Mufulmans.
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Sefer of - the "eleventh year of the
Hegira,*' which is the beginning of
theYezdejerdean zera. As the true re-
ligion had prevailed, and the Muful-
mans by degrees reduced the power
of Yezdejerd, he fled from their
hands to Merou ; and there, in the
month']' Shehur, of the thirty-fecond
year of the Hegira, he was put to
death : and with him the ancient
race of the Perfian kings became
extintft. ' i

"' A. D. 632. L A
1' A. D. 65 2—According to the Subab

Saduk, the Tarileb Alfie, and other works,
this King's death happened in the 3111 year Of
the Hegira.
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Of the number of years afiignetl
to .the reigns of particular kings,
the Perfian hiltorians fo confiderably
difagree in their accounts, that any
attempt to reconcile them, at prefent,
would exceed the limits which have
prefcribed to this Epitome. Much"
confufion may have arifen from mif-

the years of a king’s life.
for thofe of his reign; to what
extent it has prevailed, will appear
from the following general ftatements
of each Dynafty’s duration, according
to variouslrecords, differing in their
calculations from the Tarikh ffeban
Ara. '
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_ Tb; Qynq/Iy, or tbe Peifl1da-
dian, Ia/led, ' _ ' '

According to an anonymous Tarikh‘,
24.4.1 years. ' "

Tarikh Hamzeh ben Hofein Isfa-
hani, 2470 years. i

According to a manufcript catalogue
' of Perfian kings, annexed to ‘ya

fine copy of the Shah-Nameh,
~ Britiih Mufeum (No. 5600) :4s1~

yearss ' '

Tarilth Behram Shah ben Murdan
~ Shah, 2734 years. -

Tb: SetcanJDynq/I], or tbs Caianian,

According to the manufcript cata-
logue above‘ mentioned, 534 years,‘
fix months.  A i‘ ‘
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Anonymous Tarikh, 684 years, four

months. _ .
Tarikh Kapchak Khani, 75 2 years . 1
Anonymous, 770 years.

T/Jird Dyna/Iy, or Alhcanian, with
the Afig/agarzian, I4/Zed,
According to the Jehan Ara, 318

years. . - . A
According to the manufcript cata-

logue before mentioned, 200 years.
Anonymous Tarikh, 217 years.
A Rwvaiet, or book of Parfi tradi-

tions, 265 years.
Tarikb Moagem, from different chro-

nicles, 430 years.—-Another cal-
culation, 268 years.

The Leb al Touarikh, 350 years.
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Tarikh Gozideh, 380 years.
Hamzeh Isfahani, 394 years.
Tarikh Moagem, from different

chronicles, 430. *
9. Baharam ben Murdan Shah, 469

years.

Fourtb Dynqfly, or Salfanian,

According to Baharam ben Murdan
Shah, 456 years, one month,

- twenty-two days.
Hamzeh Isfahani, 457 years, three

months, feven days. _
Anonymous Tarikh, 484. years, fix

months.
Leb al Touarikh, 521 years.
Tarikh Kapchak Khani, 521 years-

K .
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Merat al Aul.um~,- 521 years.
Manufcript catalogue, 54.2 years. Q

I . Is
. .

I . ¢ I "

I referve for my future work, a
more minute calculation of each par-.

\ n ' _

ticular King’s reign, taken from the
Tarikh Tabari, the Tarikh Moagenz,
the Subab Saduk, the Rouse: al Sgfb,
the. K/Jelaflei a1 Akbbar, the Zeiri al
Akbbar, the 'Nizam 'a1'Tawarz'kb, and
many other records, which I fhall
endeavour to reconcile with the dates
of European chronologers. j
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No. I. Account of the Plate: in this
Volume. ' A

The frontifpiece reprefents thofe
ruins at I/iakbar, which are generally
calledJ‘-5-s Cbebel Minor, “ tbfi
Forty Pillar.r,”\ or ¢;.,;,,,~'- >,. gfii’
1'akbt-:2Yam/beid, “ the ‘Throne offeri-

. K 2
___.@
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_/6eid.”- Molt" travellers and anti-
_ 0

quaries fuppofe I/Iokbar to have been
the ancient Pe1]epolis,"and thefe co-
lumns the remains of Darius’s palace:
thenatives fometimes call them Kbaneb
Dara 1)I0.¢UI$ “ the Houfe of Da-
rius,” as Kaempfer informs us. Of
the view given by that moft ingenious
traveller, in his Amomitates Exotica,
p. 32 5, the frontifpiece is a reduced
COPY. I 7

The Peblowi gem, reprefented in the
vignette of the title page, is fuppofed

.

to be placed (without any regard-to
proportion)» on afise altar. of‘ which
the is taken 5110111 medalsofi the
Szgflanidess As even. a wignarie may be;
rendened, i,ti,(};r,ur‘§1;i\'e, I have given, on.
ilseuppee pm or the .1m,,em.ar an
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arrow-beaded or Perfepolitan lettcrs,
from Niehzbr, K4mpj?r, &c. ; fo that
the young ifudcnt of Perfian ami-
quities may have. before him, at {me
vicw, fpecimen: of the two mofi
ancient charafiers of Irén. I have
plwed, as guardians of the altar, an
Jzbdeba, L¢0__j1| or Dkagon, and thc
Simrgb, a bird ‘of immenfe
bubk and Rrehguh, both imaginary
crcatures, whofe names are well known
to. the rcadlcrs. of' Perfian romance;
tjazir fi.guu_:es are taken from paint-
ings in the Shah Namah and ethcz
manuféripts.

_- The gem (of the real fize) is from
a pafie in Mn. Taflic’a collcétion ; and
thus dcfcribcdin his Catalogue, Vol. I.
9,. 6:;, N9. 679 :: ‘-‘ Sardenyz-a,figurc

8
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“ in a long robe, with a globe or
“ lotus on the forehead, holding a
f‘ {mall cup in the right hand: In the
“ field are the fun and moon, with an
“ infer-iption,” &:c. An engraving of
the gem, enlarged, is alfo given in the
fecond Vol. pl. xtn, but the characters
are inaccurately imitated; they appear
on the pafte to form two words, which
I would read thus, ufing Hebrew let-
ters to defcribe the Pehlavi :
9'|f'nQflW nflfl in modern Perfick
Q_§ Q)‘ Atoun Sbabpoubri,
fignifying " Tbefire-genius ofShapour."

'Atoun, in Pehlavi, according to M.
Anquetildu Perron,‘ was fynonimous
with Adar, or Atere; “ the feveral

* zen 1 var», va. 1. Difc. Prelim. ccccxcr.
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“ fires which ‘have appeared to men
f‘ under particular forms, and the
5‘ Genii themfelves, who prefide over
‘.‘ thofe fires.’-"" Thus the Ataun Boar-
zin, in two.pafi"ages.of the Boun deb;/6,11
is flryled Adar Baurziu, in the Iefcbts!
Sades,I where, and inother parts of the
Zendavefta, we find the defer of Bab"-
ram, of Gzylrafp, &c. The figure feemié
tube that of a female : in the Vendidad
Sad? we find an addrefs to female
fpirits 1. “ Ye prie ces femzlies, a[em-
“ 6le:' toujours 'vz'~vam‘e,” &c.§ " i

Z. ‘ “ Plufiéura fenx quizfe font montrés auxhomineu
'“ fous des formes particulieres, 8; des Genies mémel
“ qui prefident a ces feux,” &c. Zendavefia,
Vol. p. 24.. _

‘I’ Zendav. Vol. I. Part II. p. 4.1.
I Zendav. Vol. II. p. 24..

" Zendav. Vol. I. Part II. p. 91.
1

-

o

.1 l
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.= From the Ferbung Borhan Kati!
(which, like the Ferbung ffebangeeri,‘
has a very "long-and curious article on
fire-worfhip) it alfo appears that the
fame word fignified a fire-temple, and
the angel or Genius that prefided over
it. Thus we find, that {it'll
Azer Gufbafp was the name of a firel
temple ereéted by“ Gu/bta/p at Balkh,

“ and it‘ is {be name of the angel that
‘F fuperinteuded, or pnfided over, the
¢¢ fi,.,._» ,

1

If the authority of M. Anquetil
du Perron be admitted, my expla-
nation of this gem will, probably, be
found fatisfaétory: I offer it, however,
(as every conj eéture on doubtful mat-
ters) with extreme diflidence, and {hall
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molt readily adopt any well-founded
emendation. -

The MAP, though fmall, will ferve
to ihew the relative fituations of the
provinces and chief cities of Perfia.
I have devoted fome months to the
conftruétion of another, comprehend-
ing the fame extent of country, but
fo enlarged in fcale as to occupy a
fpace of fix feet by five. This will
contain many hundred names of towns,
rivers, mountains, ruins, rebut: and
caravanflrais, wells, monuments, &c. ;
inferted from original ma-nufcripts,
which are not tobe found in Mr.Wahl’s
very excellent map,‘ nor in any other
hitherto publiihed.

" Prefixed to his “ Aim and Nam Vorder and
Mittel Afien,” &c.

Vol. I. Leipfig, 1795', (o&avo.)
I»
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' In the bead-piece, prefixed to this;
Appendix, are reprefentationsof three
gems, of the real fize, taken from im-

t

prellions in pafle. Of the two upper-
mofl, the original cornelians are pre-
ferved in the Britifh Mufeum—one
reprefents a female with a child on her
lap ;" fome of the letters are defaced,
but the name of \‘fifQ‘|fl Hormifdi,

appears fufiiciently legible
in Pehlavi ; the other characters feem
w form yxnoas “Pi/14”» ell»-.:.*
alluding, perhaps, to the infant fiate
of H'orm;'/dz‘, at the breaf’t"‘ of his nurfe
or mother, whofe name may probably
be added. Not having yet had leifure
to fiudy the infcription attentively, I

/

I1

" Pffllan, the nipple, breafi, &c.
Abf/Yen, to bring forth, to lie in, &c. i
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{hall not, in this place, oifer any fill‘.-a
therconjeétures on the fubjeét. . ~

i For the {ante reafon I prefent to the
reader, without any obfervation, the
figure of a winged Lion, with a Peli-
lavi infcription. e ~ ~

-0

The third gem, is defcribed in Taf-
fie’s Catalogue (Vol. I. p» 74) as an
Oriental garnet, containing " The
." portrait of an Indian chief---with
“ Indian cbara&ers, fomething like
“ the S'axj2'riI.” As I fufpecl: the
characters to partake more of Pebiawi
than Sanfi'n't,' they are here fubmitted.
to the infpeétionofAntiquarian Orien--
talifis.

L

__ The rudeoutlines, which the reader
, L 2
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will perceive in this head-piece, re-
prefent the combat of ’Ru_/Yam with
the Dive Stfled, or white giant; re-
duced from a painting in my Sbab
Nameb, of which a large engraving
will be found in the Oriental Collec-
tions, Vol. II. p. 53; and another
combat of fome warrior with a monfier,
winged and horned, from a Perfe-
politan feal in cornelian, preferved,
with many others pf the fame kind,
in the Britifh Mufeum. Similar com-
bats are fculptured on the marbles at
Perfepolis; and it- ispofiible that the
ancient heroes celebrated in the Sbab
Name/2, and reprefented in thefe fculp-
tures, may be the fame.‘

.

' This opinion I before offered in fome remarks
" Or: the arztiguitz'e:qfPe1_'/Zfalir, 1_'/fallvar, or Cbe.

-“ belrm'nar." Oriental Colleftions, Vol, I. p. 167.
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APPENDIX, No. 11.. as
No. II. The following paifage was

by accident omitted in printing the
foregoing pages: it concludes the ac-
count ofArdq/bir Babegan, p. 43.

)4>>'@¢)-v if I *-.-';=

“ And NERD is of his invention;
“ for this reafon the Arabs call it
“ Nerdflu'r.” The word Nard or Nerd,
according to the dictionaries Luttayay’
al Logbat, febangeeri, Kafif-al-logbat,
Szc. fignifies a well known game,
(draughts, perhaps backgammon), and
the pith of a tree.

The invention of draughts is gene-
rally afcribed to Buzurjember, the
vizier of Nu/birvan, who did not reign
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until three centuries after /'1rdg’Bi'r:
this vizier introduced oboe;/3',‘ an Indian
game, into Perfia ; and the Ferhung
Borban Kane: informs us, that Buzur-A
jemher devifed Nerd, on the plan or in

I - .

imitation of chefs; but that Nerd was
played with‘ two dice, and, according
to fome, was ofa more ancient origin.

. 1. c .
~

-.-O-'-" \

III. It appears from the Tarikh
-Moagem, and the Nozbat al Colaué, that
the Bandukvar, (or more properly
Brand-kouar) mentioned in p. 23, was
amound or dyke, erected by Ardq/bir
Bahman, to raife or convey water, .for
the little but pleafant town of Kouar,
Jbi. in the province of Fars.

»1 ,_ 1

I .
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Account of the Geographical Perfian‘
Manu_fcrz'j>t, irztit/ed Mefalek 1}
Memalek. '

__ I-laying mentioned in the prefaee,
(p. xxiv) my future tranflation of the»
Mg/alek :2 Memalek, I {hall here give:
a ihort defcription of9 that manui'cript,-
which is equally ancient as it is rare
and curious Although I have not yet‘
been able to afcertain the author's
name, it is evident, from two paffagest
in the -work itfelf, that he mufi have,-
exified before the year 424 of the
Hegira, (of Chrifl: 1032); for, in h-is-
account of Spain, he defcribes a-the
Ommiad Dynafly as fiill governing in
that country; and adds, that “The
" Abbafiides have not yet {matched it

1 .

s
ii
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“ from them ;”_ he mufi, therefore,
have written before the year above
mentioned, when the reign of the Om-
miades ceafed. -e

In another part of his work, de.
fcribing Maweralnabr, or Tranfoxania,
he informs us that he converfed with
a refpeftable perfonage who had at-
tended Nafler Abmed in his battles.

This Prince, of the Samanian Dy-
nafiy, was invefled with the govern-
ment of Maweralnabr, by the Khalif
Motamed, Anno Hegirae 261, (A. D.
874); and if our author could have
fpoken with a contemporary of Nafler
Ahmed, we may reafonably date the
compofition of his work early in the
fourth century of the Mohammedan
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aera, between the year 900 and 1000
of Chrift. -

It appears that he vifited, himfelf,
many of the places he defcribes : con-
fining his work to the limits of Ijlam
(the Mohammedan world), he begins
with a general defcription of its feas,
the wefiern regions of Africa, Spain,
Egypt, Syria, Palefiine, Arabia, Me-
fopotamia, Irak Arabi, Khufiflan or
Sufiana, Pars or Farliflan, its five Kau-
rebror diftriéts, fire-temples, ancient
cafiles, rivers, cities, roads, and dif.
-tances from various’ towns to others ;
the air, water, foil, &c. of Farfifian;
inhabitants ancient and modern, man-
ners, dialects, religions, &c.; extra-
ordinary buildings and monuments of
antiquity; Ifiakhar, &c.,_ produce,

M
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so avrauotx, N... IV.
taxes, revenue,_ &c.; defcription of
Kirman, cities, mountains, roads, 8tc.;
part of Sind and Hind; Armenia,
_Arran and Azerbaijan, rivers, roads,
hills, &¢., Kouhefian, Irak Ajemi,
Taberifian, Khorafan, Dilem, Mazan-
deran, Kbozr, or the regions bordering
on the Cafpian Sea ; Maweralnahr, or
Tranfoxania ; deferts between Fars and
Khorafan; Sejefian, its lakes, rivers,
roads, cities, &c.; Ferghanah, Samar-
cand, Bokhara, Balkh, &c.

Thus he defcribes the route from
Sbiraz,_)l to Kattab, on the
road of Kborafan :

“ From Shiraz to Dukak, )0
“ 6 farfangs-~from Dukak to I/Iakbar,
" 6 f.--from I/iakbar to Pir-
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" Kurieb, 4'f.--from Pi?‘-o
*< Korea to Kobeudiz, 6 f.-
“ and from Kah'endiz to Dhey-fiend,
" 8 f.--from Dbey-lend to
“ Aber-koub, Q)-'5 1-fl 12f.—fromA6er-
" kou to Dhe]-_/Zu'r,. 45¢ I 3 f.-—
“ from Dbqy-_/lair to" Hawr,_))> 6 f.—-
“ from Hawr to U-v Kelaa
" Majious, (the Cafile qf the Llagi),
“ which is now in ruins, 6 f.-and
“ from Kelaa Majiaus to the town of
“ Kattab, ab’ 5 r. &c.” The city
of Ijiakbar fiill exifled when our author
wrote ; for he fays,

Q)lj$. Li jgaml

Lofls. a.:?._)l ujj; 65)
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