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PREFACE TO THE THIRD VOLU'ME

This volume carries the story of the Delhi monarchy from
the entrance of Shah Alam II into his capital in 1772, through
seventeen Yyears of his rule, to the bjoody tragedy of 1788 which
turned the” Mughal monarch into a mere shadow and trans-
ferred his government to a perpetual vicar, till another and
still bloodier tragedy came seventy years later which struck out
the very name of his dynasty from the pages of Time. Among
the phantoms of the past that crowd the stage of this volume,
the dominating figure is that of Mahadji Sindhia, as Ahmad
Shah Abdali's was in the volume before it. The final assertion
of Mahadji's supremacy over all the members of the Empire
took place two years beyond the close of the present volume,
but the importance of that political development and the vast,
and diversified mass of materials available for its study have
prevented me from continuing the story to that point.

In fact, this third volume has taken twice the time of its
immediate predecessor to write, because of the immensity,
variety and confused character of the historical sources on
which it is based. The dates of thousands of laconic Marathi
despatches had to be ascertained, their obscurities cleared, and
the textual reading and arrangement of the Persian manuscript
sources had to be corrected, before a single page of my narra-
tive could be composed. To give two examples: the Persian
news-letters collected by Claud Martin and now preserved in
the British Museum in two volumes running to 1500 manus-
cript pages (Or. 25,020 and 25,021), do not except in the rarest
cases give the year, and hence the owner has bound them by
placing all the sheets of a particular month for these nine years
lumped together in one place, in the order of the days of the
month only! It is only after ploughing my way through these
huge collections of reports and concentrating light on their
contents from the three languages, Marathi, Persian and English,
that I have been able to date and interpret this class of sources
correctly.

Again, the invaluable memoirs of Faqir Khair-ud-din (the
Persian secretary of the Anderson brothers, British Residents



with Sindhia) run to a thousand pages of foolscap folio size in
my manuscript. But this is a copy made from the Khuda
Bakhsh manuscript, which itself was transcribed from a defec-
tive and wrongly arranged original, without its scribe or my
scribe noticing these defects. It took me two months of work
at the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal to collate my copy with
the Society’s manuscript, in which too several folios have been
placed out of order at the time of binding!

During the same period the despatches of the British Resi-
dents, James Anderson, William Kirkpatrick, and William
Palmer, from the remnant of the old Poona Residency archives,
supplemented from the Imperial Records then housed in
Calcutta, had to be collected, edited and printed by me for the
Government of Bombay, under the title of Mahadji Sindhia and
North Indian Affairs, 1785-1794.

As a result of it, the reader can now see some light in this
dense and tangled jungle of historical materials, and future
workers in this field will, it is hoped, be saved from much dis-
traction and loss of time by the minute references given by me
for every personality and incident. A certain amount of repeti-
tion will be noticed in the narrative, but it has been deliberately
made in order to keep the reader’s eye fixed on the main
currents of this history, amidst the distracting rapidity and
confusion of political changes.

Unfortunately for the historian, the French captains have
left no accounts of their romantic Indian careers. The very
short memoirs of René Madec touch only the fringe of the
subject and end as early as 1776. De Boigne lived for many
years after returning from India, but from the cosy chair of his
palace in Chambery he only talked to Grant Duff and Grant
Duff has not played the Boswell to the veteran. Perron was
a weaver’s son who hated to touch a pen. Their Indian secre-
taries have left behind them letters only,—mere business papérs
and money accounts,—in Persian, but no regular history or even
journal, like the priceless' memoirs of Anderson’s munshi
Khair-ud-din. What would we not have paid for a volume of
Indian recollections by De Boigne like the Journal du Voyage
du Bengale a Delhy (1774-1776) written by the cultured aristo-
crat Comte de Modave, the nature of which can be judged from
the portion translated by me in Bengal Past and Present.
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. In the second volume the reader supped full of horrors ; he
saw one Emperor murdered, another deposed and blinded, and
a- third driven into exile and poverty for his very life. In the
present volume no Padishdh dies a violent death, but the only
Emperor who fills the throne throughout meets with a fate
which makes him cry for death by the assassin’s hand as a
welcome relief.

But with the close of this volume the succession of palace
tragedies and camp assassinations also ends. Mahadji Sindhia's
regency opened a period of peace and comparative prosperity
for Delhi city and the districts that still acknowledged the
authority of the Crown ; military reorganisation of a new and
efficient type was carried out and economic development fostered
in the present United Provinces by French genius and industry.
Except for domestic feuds, Malwa—and, in a lesser degree,
Rajputana—began to know peace, till we reach the disintegra-
tion of Sindhia’s Government under Daulat Rao at the end of
the Eighteenth Century. These will form the theme of the
concluding volume and the author is cheered by the prospect
of bidding farewell to unrelieved bloodshed and treachery, and
making his acquaintance with revenue and administration, agri-
culture and industry, social changes and cultural growth in a
part of India not yet under British care. First ed. Nov. 1938.

Second ed. March 1952.

In the second edition manv corrections and a small addition
at the end have been made. The most valuable new material
found since the first editon of 1938, namely the Poona Jagirdar
Parasnis collection of Persian despatches from Delhi and
Sindia’s camp, has many lacunz, especially for the years 1787
and 1788. But I have already used the very copious akhbarats
for that eventful period secured in the Salar Jang library and
the British Museum, and also Khairuddin’s very detailed narra-
tive based on contemporary akhbarats ; hence, no rewriting of
this part has been necessarv. The sickening details of the
wranglings in the Maratha camp in 1770-1773, which the new
Poona J. P. akhbarats alone furnish, have not been inflicted on
my readers.

JADUNATH SARKAR
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FALL OF THE MUGHAL EMPIRE
CHAPTER XXVI

THAS IN NORTHERN INDIA,
1770-1771

§ 1. The first tasks of the restored imperial
Government of Delhi.

Shah Alam II entered Delhi as Emperor on 6th
January 1772, and immediately afterwards his Government
had to take steps for asserting its authority on the rebels
around. In this task Najaf Khan acted as his sword arm
with conspicuous success. The two refractory vassals nearest
to him were Zabita Khan Ruhela and Nawal Singh Jat,
whose wealth was as notorious as their default in paying
revenue was deliberate and persistent and who had usurped
many of the Crownlands in the environs of Delhi belonging
to the Emperor’s privy purse. In both these enterprises
the Mughal Government received from the Maratha armies a
help that was indispensable to their success. That help
was direct and decisive against Zabita Khan, and indirect
but not less effective in the case of the Jat. To understand
the new political grouping aright we shall have to trace
the course of this Maratha reappearance in the North and
mark its reaction on the imperial Government’s fortunes at
different stages. This makes it necessary for us to go back
to the Jat affairs after Jawahir Singh's death and the
Maratha activities during 1770 and 1771 which have been
sketched in Chapters 22 and 25 in the barest outline neces-
sary for serving as a preliminary to Shah Alam’s restoration
to Delhi.
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§ 2. Causes of the decline of the Jat Power after
Jawahir Singh’s death.

When Jawihir Singh’s tempestuous career ended in
an appropriately violent death in August 1768, his throne
passed to his younger brother Ratan Singh. No enemy was
then in sight ; the spirited Rajah of Jaipur had died a few
months before Jawahir ; the Marathas were too deeply in-
volved in their own country to send any expedition to Hin-
dustan, and even their local agents in Bundelkhand and
North Malwa were hard put to it to hold their own ; Delhi
was a lordless city, the Emperor being a powerless pensioner
of the English at Allahabad ; Najib-ud-daulah was now a
broken down invalid who had retired from active life to
wait for his latter end in resignation. While the Jat Rajah
was thus at peace with his neighbours, the rebels and refrac-
tory vassals within his territory were promptly crushed by
his European generals, Sombre and Madec. His treasury
was fairly full ; even the ceaseless warfare of Jawahir Singh’s
reign and his buying of Maratha and Sikh aid for avenging
his father's blood at any cost, had not turned him insolvent,
so vast had been the accumulations in the treasury of

Bharatpur during the long and prudent reigns of Badan
Singh and Suraj Mal.

The Jat State, therefore, might well have looked for-
ward to a long period of peaceful recuperation and pro-
gress. But a nation's greatest enemy is within, not without.
Jawahir Singh had established his royal autocracy by crush-
ing out the old Jat nobility whom even Badan Singh had
spared and Suraj Mal had cherished and turned into his
best lieutenants. But the young dictator who followed
them on the throne, had in less than five years chopped off
all the tall poppies in the land, and henceforth the life of
the State depended solely on the wisdom and strength of
one man. A simple warrior-tribe like the Jats could
flourish only under a succession of warrior kings, now that
no martial baronage was left to supply the king’s place at
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fthe head of the national levy and command the confidence
‘of all the tribal brethren. '

‘The Jats, mostly ignorant peasantry. had not been able
to adopt the European discipline and tactics which had
now come to sway Indian warfare. This military weakness
of their State was for a time concealed by their employment
of two very able European mercenary captains, Walter
Reinhard (popularly called Sombre or Samru) and René
Madec. Of these Sombre cared only for money and was
ever ready to desert to the highest bidder, while Madec
was lured away by his patriotic instinct, at the call of M.
Chevalier the French Chief of Chandernagar, to transfer
his services to the Emperor's Court at Delhi (Oct. 1772)
and there serve as a French agent for building up coalitions
against the British Power in Hindustan.

Brain and character alike were wanting among the
successors of Jawahir Singh, and, in addition, the lack of a
strong man at the head of the State let loose all the seliish-
ness and factious spirit among the other members of the
voyal family, which completed the national downfall in a
iew years.

§ 3. Ratan Singh’s reign and death : war for his
succession.

Ratan Singh had seen war at the head of a Jat corps
against the Marathas in Bundelkhand and North Milwa
carly in 1768 ; but immediately after coming to the throne
he gave himself up entirely to pleasure and pomp. As the
new lord of Braja-mandal, he made a pilgrimage to Vrinda-
van and held the grandest and most costly entertainments
on the bank of the Jamuni, at which 4,000 dancing girls
were assembled. He had picked up Gosain Rupinand, a
Brihman monk reputed to be a master of alchemy, and
engaged him to procure the Philosopher's stone. The
sharper, after draining the Rajah of money for some time,
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at last found no other way of avoiding punishment for his
imposture than to murder his dupe during an experiment
for the transmutation of metals in the privacy of his tent.
He was instantly cut down by the Rajah’s servants and
“sent to Vishnu's heaven”, while Ratan Singh lingered on
for some hours (8 April, 1769). The leading Jat general
now surviving was Dan Shah, the brother-in-law of Nawal
Singh, and he was entrusted with the regency on behalf of
Ratan Singh’s infant son Kesari Singh.*

As the general-regent was not a man of the Jat blood
royal, but an outsider, it was easy for the late Rajah’s
brothers Nawal Singh and Ranjit Singh to spread the tale
that he was going to use his absolute power for seizing the
throne for himself. T-hey thus united the other sembers
of the royal family and the chief officers of the State in a
plot _for ousting him. As soon as Monsieur Madec, the
chief supporter of Dan Shah, had gone out to suppress some
rebels in the provinces, the two brothers besieged the regent
in his mansion in Dig and forced him to capitulate on con-
dition of exile from the country. Then the victors quar-
relled over the division of power. Nawal Singh won over
M. Madec and all the chief officers and made himself sole
regent ; his younger brother Ranjit Singh went back baffled
to his appanage, the fort of Kumbher, which Nawal Singh
then attacked. Ranjit in distress hired a band of Sikh
mercenaries, rumoured to be 70,000 strong. Madec was
now forced to raise the siege of Kumbher and hasten to
meet this new enemy on the way. After an obstinate and
long doubtful battle, the Sikhs were at last routed (circa

* The European evidence on Jat affairs supplied by Father F. X. Wendel
stops Lusl before the death of Jawahir Singh. But the loss is fully made
§ood y the Mémoire of René Madec who joined the Jat service in July

767 and left it in Oct. 1772. 1.0.L. transcript of this Mémoire u by
me in preference to the summary given in E. Barbé's book, Le Nabab
René Madec.

Kesari Singh’s name is rightly given in CPC. ii. 1389, but misspelt as
Kberi S in 1499 (corrected in the index.) Jat history after Jawahir S.—DC.
CPC. ii and iii. Madec. SPD. xxix. Bayan (brief.) Chahar Gular. Ibrat-
namah. G. Ali ii. 4.
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5 Feb. 1770). They retired 30 leagues from the field of
combat and halted outside the Jat frontier. Thence, on
receiving a bribe from the agents of Nawal Singh, they
marched away to their own country (end of February).

§4. Ranjit Singh Jat hires the Marathas returned
to the North.

A new and more dangerous enemy was now drawn
into the Jat kingdom by this fratricidal contest. By the
" month of March in the year 1769 the young Peshwa Madhav
Rao had triumphed over his domestic enemies, asserted his
mastery over the Government of Puni, and was free to
send his best generals to Hindustan for restoring Maratha
prestige which had been eclipsed by the disaster of
Panipat.* The aims of this expedition were quite clear:
namely to realise the war indemnity due from the Jat king-
dom according to the treaty of 26th May, 1754 (Ch. 12 § 5)
and to recover the lands assigned by the Delhi Government
during Imad-ul-mulk’s wazirship as the price of Maratha
armed help up to 1754 (Ch. 13 § 7). Many of these lands
had been usurped by the Jats and the Ruhelas after Ahmad
Shah’s victory in the Panipat campaign.

The task set before the Maratha generals was a heavy
one. The armed force which alone could have ensured
its accomplishment required a large outlay for its initial
equipment and maintenance. But the Punia Government
Wwas bankrupt ; it was necessary for it to make war feed on
war. The nearest and most solvent of its North Indian
debtors was the Jit Rajah. From the middle of 1767 to
the first quarter of 1769, Jat forces had been busy driving
out Maratha posts in Bundelkhand and North Milwi in

¢ Patren Yadi, No. 222. Peshwa’s letter to R. Ganesh and V. Krishna,
21 Dec. 1770, repeating his imstructions. Aiti Sank Sahitya, pt. 7, no. 9.
Money grant for the expedition (Peshwd’'s letter of 18 March 1769, in
SPD. xxxix. No. 109. Also xxix, No. 281.) \ :
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concert with the indigenous Rijput chiefs of the region
and the Jat ruler of Gohad. These troubles ceased only
with the murder of Ratan Singh and thc ensuing civil war.
This gave the Marathas their long-coveted chance.

In April 1769, a strong Maratha force consisting of
15,000 State cavalry (huzurat) under Ramchandra Ganesh
and Visiji Krishna, with the contingents of the Pawars, the
Vinchurkar and some other minor sardirs, set out from
the Deccan. After seizing some forts and territory in the
Khechi country of Raghogarh, they entered Bundi and
halted there for some weeks to realise the tributes of the
local rajas. Tukoji Holkar and Mahadji Sindhia joined
them with their family troops, raising the stréngth of the
invading army to near 50,000 men, with guns. By way of
Kerauli they entered Jaipur territory in January 1770. The
Raja of Jaipur was burning to avenge the outrage done
to him in the recent invasion of his territory by his rebel-
lious subject Jawahir Singh Jat, and he offered 50 lakhs to
the Maratha chiefs if they would crush the insolent upstart
of Bharatpur and recover the lands of his liege-lord that
he had seized. A Kachhwa force of 7,000 horsemen joined
the Marathas. The Peshwa’s generals had the good luck of
being helped by the political condition of the North. In-
Jaipur they were met by Ranjit Singh’s envoy with a pro-
posal to hire them for his defence, and they jumped at the
invitation. A Maratha army -estimated at 30,000 men with
good field artillery marched to Kumbher, interviewed
Ranjit Singh on 5th March, 1770, and encamped outside
that fort. But “Ranjit Singh not having paid them the sti-
pulated sum of money, they began ravaging and laying waste
the dependencies of both chiefs without distinction. Nawal
Singh was encamiped with his forces under the walls of Dig,
uncertain whether he should fight the Marathas or buy
them off.” A month passed in this way, the Jat army merely
watching the enemy from a distance. [CPC. iii. 128, 161.
SPD. xxix. pp. 302-305. P. P. Akhbarat, A. 7.]



1770] JATS FACE MARATHAS FOR BATTLE 7

§5. Battle of Sonkh-Aring, 6 April, 1770.

Then a battle disastrous to Nawal Singh was precipi-
tated by his folly on 6th April.* By that time the Marathas
had exhausted the supplies in the open country near Dig
and Kumbher and completed their alliance with Najib-ud-
daulah, who had reached the Doab to join them. So, they
sct out for the Doab, sending their larger guns and bag-
gage ahead under Tukoji Holkar to Mathura and following
this vanguard in a strong body of cavalry with rockets and
light pieces only. Nawal Singh had challenged them be-
fore to a pitched battle, but on seeing them thus going
away, he realised that his waiting game would only lead to
the loss of his Doab possessions without a blow being struck
in their defence. He therefore promptly set out from Dig
and followed the Marathas by a parallel route a few miles
north of theirs. He had no clear plan of action, and not
being a soldier himself wavered between one general’s
advice and another’s.

On 6th April, the Jat army moved out of Dig to Govar-
dhan, nine miles castwards, in several straggling bodies
stretched out irregularly and without concert over the long
road. No regiment was ready for fighting, large numbers
of his soldiers had gone back to the city of Dig to fetch their
necessaries, and detachments had been sent off to escort the
baggage. Later in the day the Jats sighted the Marathas
drawn up in battle order and facing round towards them,
some distance north-west of Sonkh, (a place midway be-
tween Kumbher and Mathuria.) Nawal Singh held a coun-
cil of war. Sombre and Madec urged him not to fight that
day as his troops had not been fully assembled yet and there
would not be sufficient daylight left for a regular action.
But their advice was swept away by the vehemence of Din
Shah, who had returned from his exile after organising the
army of the deposed Nawab Qasim Ali of Bengal. He could

. ® Battle—Madec (best.) CPC. iii. 180, 184, DC. SPD. xxxvii. 210. Khare,
iv. let. 970, 971. (R. Ganesh’s despatch on the battle.) P. P. Akhbarat, A.9.
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not let the Marathas slip away from under his eyes, without
making an attempt to crush them when deprived of their
powerful artillery. Gosain Bilanand, the captain of the
wild Naga monks, supported this policy, Nawal Singh, like
all weak men, was led away by the most clamorous coun-
sellor and ordered an attack.

The jat vanguard, composed of 2,000 chosen horsemen
of the Bhadauria and other Rajput clans, led by Dan Shah,
galloped upon the Marathas and were met by a terrible fire
of rockets and light artillery which brought down nearly
the whole of their dense mass ; the broken remnant took to
flight. The action had begun an hour before sunset and
so suddenly that no Jat troops could be sent up to support
this charge, which dissolved in nothing. Meantime, Madec
had pushed back the left wing of the enemy, but men from
their right promptly rode up to reinforce it, and he in his
turn was attacked with such vigour and superior numbers
that he could save himself only by forming his sepoys into
a square and fighting on three faces at the same time. A

The battle raged thus, irregularly but with intense
fury till an hour before midnight. The Jats, fighting with-
out any plan or mutual concert, acknowledged defeat only
after Nawal Singh himself had fled away from the field.*
His soldiers rushed back in disorder, breaking Madec’s
square in the wild sweep of their flight. That French cap-
tain with only 5 or 6 horsemen escaped to safety through
the Maratha ranks under cover of darkness.

It was a long-drawn and most obstinate battle. The
Jats, with the inglorious exception of their master, fought
with the desperate courage for which these peasant-warriors
have always been famous. The Marathas lost a thousand to
twelve hundred men in killed and wounded and eight hun-

® “‘After two hours’ close engagement, Nawal Singh was obliged to
retrcat within the lines of Samru, who had formed a square. . ..and had
for a long time sustained repeated shocks of the enemy. Finding himself
in a tight corner, Nawal Singh threw away his ornaments lest he should
be recognised by the enemy, and with a few attendants reached the fort
[of Aring) in safety.” CPC. iii. 184, also DC.
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dred horses slain. But their victory was complete. The
Jat field army ceased to exist as the result of a single after-
noon’s action. “It is computed that 2,000 of their soldiers
were killed and 500 [? 5,000] wounded. All their artillery
(40 pieces) was left on the field, except two light pieces
which Samru had brought off.”

About 12 guns, twelvé hundred horses and eleven
elephants were captured from the Jats. Madec’s corps alone
lost 1,400 men in killed and wounded, with its horses,
camels, elephants, arms and artillery ; its sole remnant con-
sisted of the wounded and his camp-guard left behind in
Dig. Still heavier was the loss among the Jat leaders.
“Never was a greater number of sardars killed and wounded
in any battle.” At its closing stage many of Nawal Singh’s
Hindu and Muslim captains had to adopt the desperate
device, well-known in Indian warfare, of dismounting and
fighting on foot sword in hand. In the Jat van Thakurdas
Soghoria was killed and Kumar Kilak dangerously wounded.
“Iheir army was so completely broken that numbers re-
turned after wandering about seven kos from the battle-
field. The Jats deserted in great numbers and joined the
sardars in Kumbher.” [CPC. iii. 184.]

From the lost field Nawal Singh took refuge first in
Aring (four miles east of Govardhan), and later in Dig where
the remnant of his army gradually rallied. The pursuing
Marathas came up to Dig, keeping beyond the range of its
guns, but soon retired to Mathura, where they halted at
Sarai Koila, 4 miles south of the city, to arrange for the
invasion of the Doab.

§ 6. Quarrels among the Maratha leaders in
Hindustan.

After this initial and decisive victory over the most
powerful vassal of the Empire, the success of the Maratha
northern enterprise promised to be swift and easy, as no
strong enemy was left in the region west of British-pro-
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tected Oudh. But that hope proved utterly delusive in
the end, through the internal quarrels and lack of states-
manship and even of intelligent self-interest among their
leaders which have so often ruined the national cause of
the Marathas. The Peshwa, when ordering this expedition
to Hindustan, had entrusted the direction of military move-
ments and diplomatic policy to Ramchandra Ganesh ; but
that chief was to act in concert with Visiji Krishna as his
diwan and Mahadji Sindhia and Tukoji Holkar as his
generals. This division of authority, coupled with Ram-
chandra’s utter unfamiliarity with North Indian warfare
and political groupings, ruined the chances of the Peshwa’s
success. Ramchandra and Visiji had both distinguished
themselves in war in the Deccan, and, as usual with
Maratha officers in similar situations, were mortally jealous
of each other,—reproducing the typical antagonism between
the subahdar and the diwan in a Mughal province, but in
a more baneful form. Nor was Ramchandra’s own contin-
gent large enough to enable him to overbear a veteran like
Mahiadji Sindhia at the head of a strong and compact family
force. The young chief Tukoji Holkar was surrounded by
old ministers who played the rascally game of continuing
Malhar’s policy and jealously thwarting every step advocated
by Mahadji solely because he was a Sindhia.

Thus, from the very outset the Maratha camp became
sharply divided into two warring factions,—Sindhia contra-
dicting Holkar, and when Rimchandra sided with Sindhia
Visiji joined Holkar simply because the last-named was
opposed to the supreme chief. These dissensions became
a matter of public notoriety in every camp bazar and came
to be reported in the news-letters to the English Company,
the Delhi Government and the Peshwa alike. The grouping
of the mutually wrangling chiefs changed with bewildering
variety for a year and a half and was ended only by the
Peshwa’s recalling Ramchandra Ganesh (middle of 1771);
but even after that date the old discord cropped up again
in the form of an irreconcilable antagonism between Sindhia
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and Holkar as to the attitude to be observed towards the
'Emperor and Zibita Khan. In fact, the new Maratha enter-
prise for undoing the work of Panipat was foredoomed to
failure, because the Peshwa could spare no member of his
family like Raghunith Dida or Sadashiv Bhau to lead it
with unquestioned authority and dominating rank.

§ 7. Conflict of policy in the Maratha camp :
Sindhia versus Holkar.

, From the very beginning Ramchandra failed to impose

his will on his associates. Even before their start from
Kerauli Mahadji had left him in a huff and moved towards
Marwar, because he could not agree with Ramchandra, and
the latter had to depute Ganoji Kadam to mollify Sindhia
and bring him back (January 1770.) The victory over the
Jat Rajah (6th April) caused the old sore to break open in an
aggravated form; now began a sharp and irreconcilable
conflict of public policy as distinct from a personal quarrel.
The question was, what should the Marathas do next?
Should they wait in the Jat country, starve Nawal
Singh out of his stronghold,—it may be, after months of
blockade,—and thus realise the tribute due from him, before
proceeding to the recovery of their Doab possessions and lost
power at the Delhi Court? Or, should they leave the Jat
issue unsettled and hasten to the Doab for reconquering
it with the help of Najib-ud-daulah before the coming of
the rainy season put a stop to campaigning for four months
and forced their vast army to eat its bread in idleness?
[SPD. -xxix. 252.]

Mahadji Sindhia, apart from the blood feud that he
bore to Najib, instinctively perceived that this Ruhela chief
was the one enemy of the Marathas in the North,—great
in his military genius and resources, and greater still in his
pelitical insight and diplomatic suppleness. He, therefore,
Proposed that the victorious Marathas should promptly
come to terms with Nawal Singh by accepting a moderate
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money indemnity, leave a friendly Jat Rajah in their rear,
and march into the Doab for wresting their jagirs there by
force from the Ruhela and Bangash usurpers, especially for
punishing Najib, the arch-Ruhela and the moving spring
of all anti-Maratha combinations among the Afghans of the
North, now that his Durrani patron was unable to come to
his aid.

Ramchandra Ganesh advocated exactly the opposite
policy: the Jat Rajah having been effectually crushed, he
could be safely left behind to be squeezed by Maratha fri-
bute-collectors with exorbitant demands, and the Maratha
army should enter the Doab in alliance with Najib, wrest
all the Jat possessions there by this combined Maratha-
Ruhela attack and share them with Najib. He was reluctant
to face a long and costly campaign by attacking Najib, who
was sure to be supported by the Bangash, the trans-Ganges
Ruhelas and the Nawab of Oudh. The dreaded spectre
of a pan-Muslim coalition against the returned Marathas,
like the one which had triumphed in the Panipat campaign,
cowed his spirit. As he told his colleagues, “We have come
here after ten years, and if we do not first make friends with
Najib, then all would join him against us, and with such
a combination of enemies opposing us we shall have to
fight a hard fight, the result of which no man can foresee.”
Tukoji Holkar was the hereditary rival of the house of
Sindhia. Najib’s very astute Hindu agents visited him,
and by bribing his ministers induced them to persuade
their young master to follow Malha’s policy of always
backing Najib’s interests in the inner council of the Maratha
leaders. The Peshwa approved of Rimchandra Ganesh’s
plan, and about the 24th of April the Maratha army began
to cross into the Doab. [SPD. xxix. 254-262, 246, p. 307.]

In less than three months the result declared itself and
proved that Mahadji Sindhia was the better prophet. No
doubt, the Marathas took some Jat villages, but none of
their former lawful domains in that region was released
by Ahmad Bangash or Hafiz Rahmat or even by Najib him-



1770] NAJIB'S TREACHERY BAFFLES MARATHAS 13

self, and not a pice of compensation or tribute was paid
by them. These Afghans frankly told the Maratha envoy,
“We are soldiers, we do not surrender lands unless com-
pelled by superior force.” [SPD. xxvii. 214.] Thus the
hoped-for smooth recovery of jagirs and collection of money
through Najib’s friendly persuasion came to nothing, as
Mahadji had foreseen. The faithless chief of Najibabad.
kept the Marathas deluded by his smooth talk, wasted
months in hollow negotiations, and opened a secret cor-
respondence for uniting all the enemies of the Marathas in
that province "in order to defeat their enterprise. He
achieved a masterly triumph of diplomacy for the remain-
der of his life, and the Southern chiefs were completely
befooled. It was only after his death that the Marathas by
going to war with the Afghans won back any of their former
possessions in the Doab. Thus once again in Maratha his-
tory, a Holkar had ruined the national cause in the North
by his selfishness and personal jealousy. We shall now see
in detail how the events moved on these lines during the
third Maratha penetration into Hindustan.

$8. How the leaders’ disputes ruined the
Maratha interests.

When, after the victory over Nawal Singh (6th April,
1770), the Marathas arrived on the west bank of the Jamuni
near Mathura, they found that Najib-ud-daulah had reached
the east bank, for they had before this opened negotiations
with him and he had marched out of his home in order to
co-operate with them. Envoys passed and repassed over the
river for some days, confirming the alliance and giving
Pledges of safe conduct, and the principals on the two sides
exchanged visits in their tents.

On 25th April fust Tukoji and then Ramchandra
Ganesh crossed over to the east bank, and Mahadji Sindhia
two days later. They encamped close to Najib's camp.
Meantime a Jat force had crossed the river higher up for
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had been totally devastated, no indemnity money had been
paid.” But the interception of a secret letter from Najib to
Hafiz Rahmat and other trans-Ganges Ruhelas betrayed their
intrigue for treacherously foiling the Maratha designs by
spinning out feigned parleys. This precipitated matters,
and drove Ramchandra Ganesh to close with Nawal Singh’s
offer. The Jat indemnity was fixed at 65 lakhs payable in
three years, besides an annual tribute of eleven lakhs which
would commence in the fourth year after the 65 lakhs had
been fully discharged. Ranjit Singh was to be provided for
by an appanage yielding 25 lakhs a year. A treaty to this
effect was signed by the two parties and on 10th July Ram-
chandra’s diwan started for the Jat capital to collect the first
instalment. [SPD. xxix. 262, 246. xxvii. 214. CPC. iii. 323,
445.]

Envoys from the three Maratha chiefs then set out for
the seats of the trans-Ganges Ruhelas to demand the resti-
tution of tha Maratha jagirs they had usurped during
Abdali’s invasion ten years ago. 'They refused to yield an
inch of land unless the Marathas first succeeded in making
Najib-ud-daulah disgorge what he had seized in the Mirat
and Saharanpur districts of the Upper Doab. The baffled
envoys returned, but nothing could be done before the end
of the rains. As Naro Narsi wrote to the FPeshwa on 18th
August, “Your troops have nothing to eat. Up till now
we have carried on by borrowing 5 to 7 lakhs of Rupees.
But no further loan is procurable. . . . No tribute has-bcen
realised by us. All the Rajputs are watching to see what
success attends our efforts to get money from the Jat Rajah.”
[SPD. xxix. 246, xxvii. 214.]

At last the bewildered Maratha chiefs took counsel with
Najib-ud-daulah again. That Ruhela, whose shrewd policy
had completely triumphed in the Doab and baffled the
Marathas,* now played another masterly stroke and suc-
ceeded in diverting the Maratha forces from the Bangash

® A« a Maratha officer in the Doab wrote on 21 Julv 1770, “*Our three
chiefs dance—as Najib bids them.” Khare, iv. No. 1001.
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and Rubhela territories to the Jat possessions near Delhi.
He told them, “So long as you cannot exact ahy indemnity
from the Jat Rajah, you will not get a pice from the Doab.
Therefore, you should detach ten thousand men from here.
They will be joined by my 5,000 troops now in Delhi, and
the two together will annex all the Jat territory near Delhi
and drive the Jat so hard that he will perforce make peace
by paying the money.” [SPD. xxix. 246.]

So, on 29th August, a Maratha force of 5,000 horse
moved north towards the Ganges, but stopped soon, as the
season did not yet permit any campaigning over long dis-
tances. During their enforced halt, Najib feeling the
approach of death, settled the indemnity with the Jat
envoys in private (c. 28 September) and publicly with the
Maratha chiefs on 8th October in a darbar held day and
night. Then he gave the Maratha generals their conge,
sending his son Zibita Khan in their company, and himself
set out for his home, only to die on the way at Hapur on
the last day of the month.*

§ 10. Progress of Maratha arms after
Najibuddaulah’s death.

On the death of Najib-ud-daulah a new scene opened
and Maratha policy underwent a complete change. Freed
at last from the malign influence which had hypnotised all
their chiefs except the clear-sighted Mahadji Sindhia for
the last seven months, Maratha enterprise in Hindustan
rapidly achieved a series of brilliant successes with the most
far-reaching consequences.

In the second half of November the Marathas spread,
ravaging the districts of Etiwa, Shukohabad and Qanauj.
Ahmad Khan Bangash was prepared to buy them off, but

*DC. P. P. Akh. A. 12 and 13. A long and very detailed "‘.ﬁ
of the career of Najib-ud-daula based upon all the available Persian
English materials, has been published by Dr. A. F. M. Khalilur Rahman
n Bengal, Past and Present, no. 125, (1942.) *

c—2
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Hifiz Rahmat urged that it was better to fight than to pay.
The Marathas continued recovering many places in the
Doab from the Afghan hands. At the beginning of the next
month Ramchandra Ganesh laid siege to Etawa, which had
been taken away by the Ruhelas from the Peshwa’s agents
just before Panipat. This fort was now held by Kabir Khan,
on behalf of Hifiz Rahmat. After a fortnight Kabir found
resistance useless as there was no hope of succour. On 15th
December he vacated the fort on being granted his life and
property; at noon the Peshwa’s standard was hoisted on
the ramparts and a Maratha garrison put in. [CPC. iii.
505, 517, 530. SPD. xxix. pp. 311-313, Shaikh Kabir is
paid Rs. 50,000 as the price of the grain and stores in the
. fort as well as the arrears of his sebandi troops.

This close approach of the Marathas to the frontier of
the district of Kora excited great alarm at the Court of
Lucknow. Shuja-ud-daulah sent his son with a strong force,
including Umraogir’s Gosain corps, to the frontier post of
Cawnpur by way of precaution, and wrote urging the
English Governor to move up a body of their own troops
from Patna to the Kora district in support (early in
January 1771); and some time later he himself arrived at
Cawnpur. The alarm spread even to the English city of
Patna. [CPC. iii. 562, 564, 577.]

But the Maratha leaders’ attention was now diverted
to the north,—to the Bangash principality and Delhi. At
first Ghazi-ud-din Imad-ul-mulk, the ex-wazir, arranged a
treaty between the two parties; Ahmad Bangash, Hafiz
Rahmat and Dundi Khan agreed to pay 22 lakhs in the
course of three years, in full satisfaction of the claim for the
revenue of the Maratha territories in the Upper Doab that
they had enjoyed for these ten years. Holkar tore up the
treaty and demanded the expulsion of Ghazi-ud-din and
war with the Afghans. So, Ghizi-ud-din retired in disgust
to Ajmir. About 12th September 1770 a clash was preci-
pitated between a large roving band of Maratha raiders near
Farrukhabad and the Ruhelas, who rushed out to attack
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them, killing many of the plundererj and routing the rest.
Hafiz sent a large force to strengthen the defence of Far-
rukhabad. Then the Marathas resumed their negotia-
tions, because they had been further weakened by the hope-
less divisions among their leaders. [CPC. iii. 571. P. P.
Akhbarat, 13a.]

§ 11. Renewed quarrel between Sindhia and Holkar :
failure and discredit of Ramchandra Ganesh.

After the death of Najib-ud-daulah the quarrel between
Z.adhia and Holkar broke out atresh over the question of
the attitude to be adopted by the Marathas towards Zabita
Khan. Visaji Krishna (with the support of Sindhia)
demanded from him a fee of 25 lakhs of Rupees for succes-
sion to his late father’s post of Mir Bakhshi, as Najib was
known to have been the richest noble in India after the Jat
Rajah, while the Marathas were starving and overwhelmed
with debt as the result of their futile Doab campaign.
Holkar backed Zabita and pledged himself to get the
Ruhela acknowledged by the Emperor as Mir Bakhshi
without his having to pay anything to the Peshwa. Zabita,
thercfore, scornfully rejected Visiji's demand. Then Visaji
and his party sent an ultimatum to Tukoji to expel Zabita
from his camp. [CPC. iii. 571, 605, 614.] ,

It was Ahmad Khan Bangash’s ambition to be appoint-
ed Mir Bakhshi through Maratha patronage, if only Zibita
could be denied that high office, and he therefore continued
bidding higher and higher for Maratha favour* through
his pensioner Ghizi-ud-din (who had influence over
Sindhia). At the beginning of January- Tukoji had pre-
vented a settlement being made with Ahmad and Hafiz

* As a news-letter from the Doab reported, ‘‘All the officers of the
Maratha army are Visiji's friends and they consider Ramchandra Ganesh a
fool. Al this is due to the instigation of Mahidji Sindhia. Visiji and
Mahidji wish to make Ahmad Khan Bangash Mir Bakhshi, for he has
promised them a sum of money.” [CPC. iii. 605.] :
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Rahmat ; but by the 26th of that month he had been over-
ruled, and peace was made on condition of the Bangash
paying 10 lakhs and Hifiz Rahmat 22 lakhs. [SPD. xxix.
p. 313]

Rimchandra Ganesh, the nominal head of the
Marathas in Hindustan, “was disgusted with these machi-
nations” and cross-currents of intrigue in his own camp ;
he felt that all power had slipped out of his hands into
those of Visaji allied to Mahadji. So, in “extreme dejection”
he determined (c. 26 January 1771) to march back alone
to the Deccan, taking his own contigent of Household
Cavalry (huzurat pathka) with him. But a compromise was
effected and he was prevailed upon to stay. The Maratha
council of war now decided to march out of the Farrukhabad
territory to Delhi, take possession of the capital, and “there
establish either Ghazi-ud-din or Ahmad Khan or anybody
else who would give them money.” The utter failure of
Maratha war and diplomacy in the Doab in 1770 proved
that Holkar’s policy (endorsed by Ramchandra Ganesh) of
working hand in glove with the archdeceiver Najib, was
an utter folly and that Mahadji Sindhia who had advocated
the opposite policy had truer political vision. Tukoji and
Ramchandra were utterly discredited in the eyes of their
colleagues and master. Sindhia’s counsels henceforth
triumphed and, in close concert with Visaji, he took charge
of the guidance of Maratha affairs; Visaji mounted to the
supreme command on the crest of the rising wave of
national success and these two confederates’ triumph in
capturing Delhi (10 Feb. 1771) confirmed his promotion
by securing the Peshwa’s assent to the supersession and
recall of Ramchandra Ganesh. The ejection of Zabita Khan
from their league, the check to that eternal marplot T'ukoji
Holkar, and the paralysing of Rimchandra Ganesh, “whom
all the officers of the army considered a fool.” gave an un-
wonted unity and vigour to Maratha policy from this date
(27th January) onwards, and striking successes were achieved
in consequence. [CPC. iii. 605.]
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§ 12. The Marathas capture Delhi and escort the
Emperor to his capital.

This brings us to the Maratha relations with the
imperial exile at Allahabad. On 20th December 1770,
Shah Alam from. his Court in that fort sent Saifuddin
Muhammad Khan as his envoy to the Maratha chiefs to
hire their armed aid in restoring him to Delhi, as the recent
death of Najib-ud-daulah had made the possession of Delhi
a pressing issue. His heir Jawan Bakht and mother Zinat
Mabhal lived in the imperial capital, which was guarded by
a contingent of Zabita Khan’s troops (about 3,000 strong),
while Zibita himself with a division of the Maratha army
under Holkar was then occupying the districts round Delhi
in the Emperor's name, as in his father’s time. The
Marathas now held the key to the control of the Delhi
Government, as Najib was dead, Ahmad Shah Durrani was
dying and hopelessly entangled in his own dominions,
Zabita Khan was an inexperienced youth, and Dundi Khan
was stricken down with paralysis.

While the future was looking quite dark to Shah Alam
and his inner council in their ignorance as to whom the
Marathas would declare as Mir Bakhshi or even crown as
Emperor, Mahiadji Sindhia had sent a secret letter to him
professing sincere devotion to his cause and offering to escort
him to Delhi if his expenses were paid. The reply was the
despatch of Saifuddin Muhammad from Allahabad to the
Maratha camp. A bargain was ultimately struck, though
there was a hitch in the interval due to Sindhia’s recall
of Ghazi-ud-din, the unpardonable enemy of the Emperor,
from Ajmir to his camp.

Then, leaving the environs of Farrukhabad (about
27th January 1771), the Maratha host marched by way of
Mainpuri, Shukohabad and Aligarh to Patparganj opposite
Delhi (5th Feb.), after looting and burning Sikandarabad,
on the way (c. 2nd Feb.). On Thursday, 7th February,
Saifuddin left the Maratha camp, forded the Jamuni,
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caused the Delhi Gate of the capital to be opened, assured
the citizens that they had now nothing to fear from the
Marathas, and going to the Jami Masjid made ‘Musavi Khan
Baluch’s brother, then in charge of the city on behalf of
Zibita Khan, proclaim Shah Alam, and demanded the
surrender of the fort. Under orders of the Queen Mother,
Qasim Ali (Zabita's giladar) refused to deliver it and opened
fire from the walls in defence. The resistance of the
masterless citadel was futile. A short bombardment by the
Maratha guns made a breach in the Asad Burj and soon
brought the qiladar down on his knees ; he made terms for
a peaceful surrender* at noon on the 9th. Early in the
morning of the tenth, Bila Rao Govind, an officer of
Sindhia, entered the fort, posted his own troops in charge
of its ramparts,. and expelled Zibita Khan's garrison. A
Maratha contingent of 5000 horse occupied the city.

Visiji was appointed by the Crown Prince collector
of the districts round Delhi, especially to the north, which
Najib had so long appropriated to himself. Sindhia and
Visiji nowt became all in all in the counsels of the Prince
and at his Court. What were the victors to do next?
Their most pressing need was money. The Heir and the
Queen Mother were really powerless. So, negotiations
were opened (12th March) with the Emperor through the
Crown Prince, for bringing Shah Alam back to Delhi at
the head of a Maratha force and restoring the fort to his
officers, in return for 25 lakhs as expgnses and the cession
of Mirat and some other districts, besides giving the
Maratha chiefs the right to appoint all imperial officials
below the wazir and take half the nazar paid by the newly
appointed functionaries.

* CPC. iii. 605-665. DC. SPD. xxix. 265. Shaikh Qasim the qiladar
was paid Rs. 11,000 by Bala Rao, probably as the salary of his sebandi
troops. ss.P.D‘, p. SIZ.)

1 Holkar kept himself at a distance, and his ally Rimchandra Ganesh
sulked in aloofness at being completely eceliﬁsed by his rival. . On 26th
April a proclamation was read that the Peshwa had appointed Visdji as _
leader of the Marathas vice Rimchandra recalled. DC. P. P. Akh. A. 14-16.
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The Emperor now prepared for marching out of
Allahabad to Delhi, which the Marathas had agreed to
hand over to him in return for the promised subsidy. On
receiving the first instalment of it, they delivered possession
of the fort to his agent on 2nd August. In the course of
his march to Delhi the Emperor arrived near Farrukhabad,
and demanded a succession fee or tribute from the son
of Ahmad Khan Bangash who had recently died. But
Fakhr-ud-daulah, the chief minister of the Bangash Govern-
ment, assembled thousands of Afghans from the country
around and made preparations for war. The Emperor called
Mahadji Sindhia to his aid. Sindhia with a vast force of
horsemen and artillery made a rapid march to that side.
But when he arrived at Marhera, Pakhr-ud-daulah, in
terror of the Maratha arms, at once yielded and made
peace with the Emperor. Mahadji retraced his steps from
Marhera, disappointed in his expectation of rich booty
from Farrukhabad, but he made no complaint as “he had
lofty ambitions about the future.” [Ibratnamah, i. 200.]
On 18th November he waited on the Emperor at Nabiganj
and formed his escort to Delhi, which was entered on
6th January, 1772.%

§ 18. Visaji Krishna triumphant ; Ramchandra Ganesh
dimissed, his later history

We shall here complete the story of the Maratha
dissensions in the North. The news of the capture of Delhj
on 10th February 1771 caused the wildest exultation at
the Court of Puni. It recalled to the memory the capture
of the same imperial city by the Bhiau on 2nd August 1760,
and was popularly believed to have undone the work of
Panipat. The credit of this “great achievement” was given
to Visiji and Sindhia. On 26th April, the Peshwa’s orders

* DC. CPC. iii. 695, 717, 812, 828, 888, 895, 987. SPD. xxix. 89;
p}). 317-821. Aiti. Charitren, iv. p. 111. P. P. Akh. A. 19-24 (full details
of the Maratha participation in the restoration of Shah Alam II to Delhi.)
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were received at Delhi appointing Visaji Krishna to the
command of the Maratha forces in Hindustan, supplanting
Rimchandra Ganesh. That fallen chief set out from the
environs of Delhi, in the deepest humiliation, for the
Deccan. But Holkar and Sindhia sent some of their highest
officers to intercept him at Faridabad and induce him to
come back. To them he replied, “I have no quarrel with
Sindhia or Holkar. I am going away to the Deccan because
Visdji has not given me the Peshwa’s letter. He is sending
me off after lowering my position, and I can therefore
return only if these two generals and Visiji come here and
personally entreat me to go back.” This was done, after
he had proceeded to Palwal.

At this turn of “affairs, Visdji grew angry and left Delhi
with the Household Cavalry of his master, crossing the
Jamuna and going to Ghaziabad (c. 22 May, 1771). Thus
a new twist was given to the Maratha puzzle and theit
leaders assumed a new grouping. Visiji Krishna stood out
in absolute isolation, while Sindhia and Holkar allied them-
selves with Ramchandra Ganesh. As the Peshwa’s agent
wrote from Visdji’s camp, “Our domestic dissensions have
been made manifest to the public. Visaji has broken with
both the Maratha-caste sardars and gone off abandoning
the control of Delhi. His antagonism to them for the sake
of Ramchandra is ruining our plans. People are saying -
that unless the .two Maratha-caste sardars support him,
nothing undertaken by Visiji can succeed.”* Mahadji and
Tukoji wanted to give the supreme command of the army
in Hindustan to Rimchandra once again, but Visiji kept
firm hold of Delhi fort and sent his correspondence with his
rival to the Peshwa for his orders.

The Peshwa’s replyt was a stern reprimand to the two
sardars for violating his previous order about superseding

® SPD. xxix. 265, 266, 268, 269. DC. CPC. iii. 810, 812. P. P. Akh.
A. 17 (full details), 18 (details).

t+ S.P.D. xxix. 272. The Peshwd’'s first letter making Ramchandra
subordinate to Visaji was received at Delhi on 26 April ; this produced
friction, and so, he sent another letter recalling Rimchandra to the Deccan.
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Rimchandra Ganesh. So, Visiji was confirmed in his
office, and is henceforth designated in the Persian records
of the time by the curious title of “Peshwa” i.e., the
supreme chief of the Marathas in the North.

Poor Ramchandra Ganesh, after being flouted and
beaten to and fro like a shuttlecock, at last left Delhi for
the Deccan (18th September 1771). A body of silihdar
cavalry had been seduced by him from obedience to his
successor and these men lingered in Sitiram’s Sardi (outside
Delhi) for some months after, but were paid their arrears
of salary and won over by Visaji in April 1772.

Visdji Krishna now became the head of the Maratha
forces in Hindustan without a rival. But he was too weak
a man to enforce obedience on Sindhia and Holkar, or to
unite them in the national cause. Henceforth Maratha
policy in the North parted into two irreconcilable paths,
Sindhia and Holkar each took his own line regardless of
the other’s, and no joint enterprise for the common
interest of the nation was possible. Briefly put, henceforth
Sindhia by acting individually and secretly wormed himself
into the Emperor’s confidence. Holkar, on the other hand,
antagonised Shah Alam by supporting Zabita Khan with
demonstration of force, while Visaji Krishna cared only to
get possession of the region north of Delhi for himself
[P. P. Akh. A.19].

After returning to Puni, Ramchandra Ganesh* tried
to show his resentment at his supersession and to throw
public odium on his master, by following the Muslim trick

which reached the Maratha camp on 28 June [P. P. Akhbarat.] The
attempt of the sardars to detain Ramchandra in the North was reported to
the Peshwa, and he angrily confirmed his own order, about Ist August.
($.P.D. xxix).

® At Panipat, in the Rima temple enclosure outside the city, there is a
small Shiva temple with a Persian inscription stating that it was built during
the administration of Rao Raghunith, the son of Rimchandra Ganpat in
1185 A.H. (1771 A.D.) In my first visit I noticed in a neighbouring temple
a beautiful piece of stone sculpture (relief) representing the purely Maratha
god Dattitreya with his dog. During my second visit I found that it had
disappeared, evidently during the forcible ejection of the Shaiva N
and destruction of their maganu' tombs by the Rima-worshippers, w
are now in sole possession.
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of “turning faqir.” He stripped himself naked, with only
a towel tightly wrapped round his waist, took a beggar’s
bowl in his hand like a sannyasi, and went through the
streets of Puna for two days, making a parade of begging
alms of grain from the citizens, who were more amused
than shocked by this mummery (July 1772. Khare, iv.
1904.) The Peshwa sternly forbade him to make a fool
of himself in public. Ramchandra long kept up the hope
that another turn of Fortune’s wheel would overthrow
Visaji Krishna, whose place in Delhi he would then get.
But Madhav Rao’s death that November and the murder
of his successor ten months later, dashed all his hopes to
the ground. Visiji Krishna amassed a fortune in the
North, which he devoted to the cause of his patron Raghu-
nath Dada in the war for the Peshwaship that began in
1774.



CHAPTER XXVIL

DELHI AFFAIRS AND RUHELA AIGNS,
1772-1773.

§ 1. The tasks before the restored Shah Alam.

When the Sun first rose over Delhi after Shah Alam’s
entry into the capital as Emperor, it beheld a scene of uni-
versal rejoicing, because this was the first day of the blessed
month of Shawwal. The thirty days of fasting and prayer
had come to an end, and the Id festivities were taking place
in every mosque, public square and private house. But,
besides this happy coincidence, the citizens of all classes
expected a new time of prosperity from the return of the
Government and the pomp and expenditure inseparable
from the residence of the Sovereign and the nobility in their
midst. The twelve years of decay depopulation poverty
and humiliation borne by the imperial city during her
master’s exile were over, and Delhi might now proudly
raise her head once more as the metropolis of India.

But the Emperor was in no position then to fulfil these
expectations. Indeed, he did not as yet know how to subsist
himself. His treasury was empty, his Crownlands were
gone out of his possession, his palaces were stripped of their
furniture, all the royal stores were exhausted long ago, the
public buildings were out of repair and even the fort walls.
were cracked. To add to his burdens, he had run into
heavy debt and let the pay of his troops fall into arrears by
maintaining a large force during the past ten months for
escorting him to Delhi ; and over everything else hung the
dark cloud of the large subsidy promised to the Marathas for
their recent military aid and still unpaid. The task before
Shah Alam II in January 1772 was nothing less than the
reconquest of a dismembered empire with an empty trea-
sury and in the teeth of powerful usurpers who were
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entrenched in their provinces by long years of possession
and formidable for their veteran armies, well filled trea-
suries and the prestige of past victories.

. § 2. The ministers of the Delhi Government.

For this task what instruments did the young Emperor
see around himself? The former wazir Ghazi-ud-din
Imad-ul-mulk was impossible; the new wazir Shuja-ud-
daulah was a perpetual absentee bent solely on raising his
fief into a kingdom. No other minister of a sufficient age
or experience was withjn sight. The highest of the
courtiers that had gathered round him during his last
twelve years’ wanderings and exile were Munir-ud-daulah,
Saifuddin Muhammad Khan, and Husim-ud-daulah,—
mere- diplomats, but neither soldiers nor administrators.
They were polished ambassadors for making good terms -
with the English or the Marathas, but not statesmen of the
calibre needed for restoring a fallen monarchy. Hence they
naturally came to be eliminated after the return of the
Court to Delhi.

But in the Court of the restored monarch there were
two persons of a humbler station than these, who were
destined to be the supreme leaders of the State in the com-
ing years and whose long-smouldering rivalry was the
greatest misfortune of the Empire and the severest con-
demnation of Shah Alam’s capacity as a ruler of men. These
were Mirza Najaf Khan and Abdul Ahad Khan. During
the eleven years that followed Shah Alam’s return to Delhi,
one person gradually but unmistakably established himself
by sheer merit as the supreme guide of the State and the
sole dominating figure on the political stage. He was the
last notable statesman-warrior that managed the affairs of
the Delhi Government before the Emperor became a
shadowy puppet and the Empire a mere name. He was the
last of the great gifts of Persia-to medizval India. It would
have been happier for the country and happier far for the
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Emperor himself if Najaf Khan's ability had been more
promptly recognised instead of his having to wrestle with
unworthy rivals for eight years out of these eleven, and if
his life had run to the normal span of a man’s days on earth
instead of being cut off at the age of forty-five.

§ 3. Mirza Najaf Khan, his past history.

Mirza Najaf Khan* was sprung from a rioble Persian
family of which the head had the hereditary custody of the
key to the sepulchre of the most venerated Imam Ali-al-
Riza at Meshed and more than one member of which had
married daughters of the Safavi kings. Najaf was born at
Isfahan in 1737, and as a boy migrated to India with his
sister who was married to Mirza Muhasan, the ecldest
brother of Safdar Jang. He first saw service under this
lady’s step-son Muhammad Quli Khan (popularly called
Mirzi Kuchak), who had been appointed imperial keeper
of Allahabad fort. But that fort was usurped (April 1759)
and Muhammad Quli was imprisoned and murdered
(January 1761) by his jealous first cousin Shuji-ud-daulah.
Young Najaf Khan, fearing to be involved in the ruin
of his nephew and patron, fled away from Shuja with
his bare life to Bengal, where the Nawab Qisim Ali
Khan enlisted him and gave him three lakhs of Rupees for
raising a force. In this Nawib’s service, Najaf Khan with
his contingent joined the Bengal army at Undhuia Nila
(August 1763), shook off their lethargy and greatly distin-
guished himself by raiding Mir Jafar’s trenches. He next
followed the defeated Qasim Ali to Bundelkhand in the
expedition undertaken by Shuja’s orders for realising tri-
bute from Rajah Hindupat. When Qisim Ali returned
from this expedition, Najaf remained in that province in
the pay of different Bundela princes, fighting in their

¢ Imad-us-sidat, 108-109, 29. Siyar, ii. 317-827, iii. 89.
Ibrat i. 119, 149-178. Muna Lal, 87, 106, 127. Broome, 381, 502-531
& CPC. i. 2342-2688. ii. 840. iii. 112, 164, 880. iv. 473.
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intestine contests. Shuja wrote inviting him to come over
with his forces and join in his war with the English.
The English generals, Munro and Carnac, too, from the
middle of 1764 continued to send him tempting offers to
desert Shuja’s cause and even to make a treacherous attack
upon that Nawab. Najaf waited till the battle of Buxar
(October 1764) and the continuous flight of Shuja had
proved to the Indian world that the English were the win-
ning side.

He now made a rapid march from Bindi and joined
the English camp before Allahabad (January 1765), after
plundering the local revenue-collectors and merchants on
the way and seizing Himmat Bahadur’s treasure, horses,
tents and other equipment in Achalgarh for himself. His
local knowledge of Allahabad where he had served n
Muhammad Quli’s time, enabled him to point out the weak
spots of the fort and thus helped the English to capture it
quickly (11 February 1765.) He next accompanied Fletcher
in the fights with Malhar Rao Holkar (May) and daily rose
higher in the favour of the English. His adhesion supplied
the English army with that arm which it had hitherto
totally lacked and the want of which had neutralised the
offensive power of its unconquerable infantry, namely a
force of well-mounted expert Mughal cavalry. Therefore,
at the treaty of Allahabad (16 August, 1765), Lord Clive
guaranteed Najaf Khan an annual pension of two lakhs of
Rupees out of the 28 lakhs promised to the Emperor in
return for the grant of the diwani of Bengal.

All these operations had been conducted by the
English in the name of the Emperor, and at their conclu-
sion Najaf was retained as a general in the imperial service
and their best supported protegé and most loyal partisan
among Shah Alam’s courtiers. At English recommendation
he was appointed by the Emperor faujdar of Kora (1766.)
This roused the jealousy of Munir-ud-daulah, another sup-
porter of the English interest among the Emperor’s coun-
sellors and the most acceptable envoy in negotiating with
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them. Munir at last got Najaf dismissed from his post at
Kora on the false charge that he had failed to collect the
standard revenue (21 Feb. 1770.) The English Governor
pleaded with the Emperor for Najaf as hard as he could, but\
Najaf had to live for more than a year in Allahabad in un-
employment and distress. His day came when in May 1771
the Emperor set out on his march to Delhi. Such an able
captain could not be passed over when the imperial Govern-
ment had none with even a quarter of his competence and
experience. So, Najaf Khan was given Rs. 50,000 for
equipping his contingent and followed the Emperor on his
march. He soon justified his choice and proved himself the
fittest man for the supreme command of the Empire’s forces.

§ 4. Character of Mirza Najaf Khan.

When we contemplate the career of Najaf Khan we do
not know what to admire most,—his military capacity, his
political insight, or his humanity. In none of these points
he had an equal among the peerage of Delhi or the vassal
princes of the Empire in his'own day. Najibuddaulah may
have surpassed him in military genius and fought greater
battles against mightier antagonists, but the circumstances
of his time were different, and he merely carried on the
traditional Afghan system of war with supreme thorough-
ness. Najaf Khan, on the other hand, had received a mili-
tary education denied to the great Ruhela; he had faced
British troops in the field and later fought side by side with
them ; he knew and appreciated the new warfare which the
Europeans had brought into India, and he quickly adapted
himself to the change and successfully incorporated into
his army alien elements and diverse instruments. He con-
centrated on fire arms, and assembled ten thousand sepoy
musketeers trained in the European system and a heavy
park of improved artillery ; he enlisted European partisan
leaders like René Madec, Walter Reinhard and the Comte
de Modave, and added to these two arms the best cavalry
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then available in India, namely the Mughal horse. But he
was never, like Daulat Rao Sindhia, the helpless slave of
his foreign mercenaries. The result of this successful graft-
ing of the new on the old was that the Marathas Ruhelas
and Jats, till then considered invincible, were hopelessly
out-classed in their wars with Najaf Khan and the lieutenants
who carried on his legacy, till De Boigne confronted them
with a still more modernised force before which nothing
Indian could stand and which met its doom only from the
white troops of another race.

As a politician Najaf Khan stands even higher. His
self-control and calmness in the midst of harassing dis-
appointments and hostile plots won the admiration of a
cultured French observer, the Comte de Modave, who wrote
from his camp, “I do not know how to describe the com-
posure of mind and tranquillity of Najaf Khan in the midst
of these Court intrigues directed against him. He was
informed about their smallest details, and amused himself
by discussing them with his friends. He used to say that
these petty contrivances were the resource of the weak”.*
In the correctness of his vision into the future he had no
rival among his peers. His patience was inexhaustible
because he knew his own strength. From the same source
also sprang his marvellous moderation, whether we consider
the long years during which he persisted in rejecting his
lieutenants’ demand for marching to Delhi and forcibly
removing the mischievous Abdul Ahad Khan from the
Emperor’s counsels, or study his treatment of his defeated
foes.- In the hour of victory he never attempted to crush
them outright, but followed a policy of compromise and
liberal concession which turned his late enemies into
grateful and loyal allies, as the great Akbar had so often
done. In the end, his successful campaigns left no dormant
danger behind them. To the innocent peasantry and traders
and the non-combatants of captured cities he extended a

* Modave, Journal du Voyagc .., ms. p. 289 (tr. by me in Bengal
Past & Present, 1936). P ¢ e €
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_humanity of treatment and a generous protection of their
property and family honour that were unknown in Asiatic
warfare in that age. When we study his character we can
understand why his death called forth universal and spon-
taneous mourning from the people, regardless of their rank
or creed.

§5. Najaf Khan compared with Najib-ud-daulah.

As the dictator of Delhi and commander-in-chief (Mir
Bakhsht) of the forces of the Empire, Najaf Khan naturally
invites comparison with Najib-ud-daulah, his jmmediate
predecessor in that office. At the zenith of his career, Najib-
ud-daulah was for ten years the regent of the Mughal Empire,
his position and power undisputed by any Court rival or
Muslim potentate in India. His strength lay in the fact of
his being the head of a Ruhela clan and the recognised leader
of the Afghan race in general throughout Hindustan, while
at the same time he was up to 1767 backed, sometimes by
the presence but oftener by the prestige and name of his
unconquerable patron, the Durrani Shih. In India itself
he was the Sunni champion besides being the head of the
Afghan race. Even without Durrani backing, he was mani-
festly the greatest Indian general of his age after the death
of Asaf Jah Nizam-ul-mulk. At the same time his possession -
of fertile and comparatively undisturbed jagirs in the Doab
and upper Rohilkhand, which were carefully managed by
his able and faithful land-stewards, ensured for him a large
and steady income, so that at the time of his death he was
the richest Muslim ruler of North India.

Najaf Khan, on the other hand, possessed some social
advantages which birth had denied to Najib-ud-daulah. That
Ruhela had started life in India as a poor friendless man,
entering service in the humble capacity of a foot soldier.
From this small beginning he had risen by sheer merit and
unfailing opportunism to the virtual headship of the Empire.
But Najaf Khan was a Mirzi, boasting of the royal blood of

c—3
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Persia and closely connected with the house of the Oudh
Nawibs by marriage. All this, however, counted for nothing
in practical effect as steps to his rise to greatness. He had
no racial backing in India; even the Persian Shuja, his
kinsman and brother of the faith, was his personal enemy,
while Najaf Khan's creed made him utterly friendless at the
Court of Delhi, where the Shia faction created by Amir
Khan and Muhammad Ishaq Khan had been crushed after
the failure of Safdar Jang’s rising against his master in 1753.

In the royal council, the ears of the spineless weak-
minded Shah Alam were time after time poisoned by Abdul
Ahad Khan and other jealous intriguers against Najaf Khan,
in spite of his evident loyalty and devoted services, and
Najaf had to turn round and meet the challenge of these
domestic enemies while he was entangled with foreign foes.
In addition to such repeated thwarting by his Court rivals
unknown to Najib-ud-daulah, Mirza Najaf was also ham-
pered by his lack of funds, as he had no fertile and protected
jagirs for supporting his army with, and his victorious cam-
paigns were often abruptly ended by the clamours of his
unpaid soldiery.

§6. Zabita Khan provokes war with Emperor.

We shall now trace the services of Najaf Khan under
the newly restored Government of Delhi.

When the news of Najib-ud-daulah’s death (31 Oct.
1770) reached Shah Alam at Allahabad, he first sent to Zabita
Khan,* the eldest son of the departed chief, not only the
usual condolences but also a robe of iavestiture for succes-
sion to his father’s high office of Mir Bakhshi (Head of the
Army) with the attached title of Amir-ul-umara, and asked
him to come with his forces and escort the Emperor to Delhi,
where “the throne would belong to the Emperor and the
control of the Empire to Zabita Khan,” as had been the prac-

*G. Ali, ii. 266, 283. Muna Lal 121-123. Miskin 272-278. DC.
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tice during his great father's regency of ten years. At the
same time, the Emperor called upon Zibita Khan to pay the .
customary fee of succession for his father’s estates and office,
and settle the accounts of the Crownlands and privy purse
estates round Delhi and in the upper Doab held by Najib for
so many years. Even in the lifetime of Alamgir II there
had been complaints that Najib was realising lakhs of
Rupees every year as rent from these lands, but paying only
a quarter of them or even less into the imperial Exchequer.

At the outset the Emperor had no unfriendly feeling
towards Zibita, and indeed he had no means of asserting
himself against that Ruhela chief whose troops were garri-
soning Delhi and guarding the Emperor’s mother and heir,
while the exiled monarch had no army of his own. Zibita
knew his sovereign’s impotence and after detaining the
imperial messengers for some time, packed them off with a
haughty refusal, though he assumed the robe of Mir Bakhshi
(29 Dec. 1770). According to Ghulam Ali, Zabita's natural
Afghan stupidity was aggravated by the insolence of youth
and the pride of such vast wealth acquired without the least
exertion on his own part.

Thereafter, a rapid shifting of scenes took place on the
political stage of the Empire. Shah Alam welcomed Mahadji
Sindhia’s secret offer of adhesion and came to terms with
the Maratha plenipotentiary in Hindustan ; Delhi fort was
wrested from Zabita’s agent and occupied by the Marathas
in the Emperor’s name ; a formal treaty was signed with
them for escorting Shah Alam to his capital, and finally the
Emperor himself arrived near, Farrukhabad on his march to
Delhi. Here his first conspicuous success was the exaction
of a tribute from the heir of Ahmad Khan Bangash, and this
was effected ordy with the backing of Sindhia’s armed force.
The royal counsellors urged Shah Alam to follow this success
up by attacking Zabita and compelling him to pay tribute
and homage. But the Emperor either quailed from an*
encounter, or deemed it better policy not to antagonise
Zabita, as such a course would drive that rich Ruhela to
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form a pact with the Marathas and leave the Emperor with-
out a single friend in the world.

So, Zabita Khan was again gently invited to come and
pay his loyal respects and offer the customary congratulatory
presents at the foot of the throne during the next Coronation
in Delhi. All the other nobles and vassal princes of the
realm did this duty, but Zabita Khan continued obstinate
in his contumacy, refusing to part with any money. Then
the Emperor decided to punish him ; the pay of the royal
army had fallen into arrears and the soliders were clamour-
ing to be let loose on the Ruhela lands as the only means of
relieveing their distress. Not a day was to be lost ; it was
already January and in a few months’ time the rising flood
of the rivers would make them uncrossable for armies.

§ 7. Marathas force the Ruhela lines on the
Ganges below Hardwar. )

" The campaign was promptly started. A body of im-
perial troops led by Mirza Najaf Khan with thé Maratha
army under Tukoji Holkar, Mahadji Sindhia and Visaji
Krishna, crossed into the Doab. Shah Alam himself left
Delhi only eleven days after his arrival there, and marched
ten miles behind the army, by way of Loni, Bigpat, and
Ghausgarh to Chandpur,* near the west bank of the Ganges,
15 miles due east of Rurki.

Meantime the defiant foe had matured his own plans.
Zabita lodged his treasures and the families of all the Ruhela
chiefs in Pathargarh (the stone fort of Najibabad) with a
small garrison, while he himself took post at Shukartil with
some 4,000 troops and distributed the bulk of his army
along the eastern bank of the Ganges from that fort up to
Hardwar 38 miles northwards. He hoped to repeat his

¢ This Chindpur (three miles east of the Pathri railway stn. on the
Hudvyu line) should not be confounded with Chandi ghat, situated on the
opposite bank of the Ganges and seven miles north of it, i.e., one mile
south of Hardwir.
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father’s resounding success against Dattaji Sindhia in 1759
and at the same time guard against any incursion into the
Najibabad district across the uppermost reaches of the
Ganges like Govind Pant Bundelé’s raid in the November
of that year. Zabita was not Najib, and the Marathas profited
by the lesson of Dattaji’s failure so as to leave Shukartal
untouched and to concentrate all their strength on forcing
the Ganges in its uppermost and shallowest part. The
season too favoured the invaders. It was now the depth of
winter and the Ganges water had touched its lowest level.

Over these 38 miles the Ruhela forces were posted in
groups, entrenching the east bank at every known ford and
holding it in strength. The Marathas dug trenches opposite
them on the west bank, and then very successfully deluded
the enemy. They had decided to deliver their blow at
Chandighat, just below Hardwar, at the northern extremity ;
but they caused it to be noised abroad that they would cross
several miles further down, and even sent their camp and
baggage away from Chandighat and spent several days in
seeming idleness and neglect at this vital point. Then after
the Ruhelas had been thrown completely off their guard
and diverted from the real point of attack, the invaders
began their crossing.

On 23rd February, three hours before sunrise, the
Marathas drove their horses into the river at Chandighat,
reached the sand bank in midstream unperceived, and
advancing to the further bank fell upon the Ruhela trenches
sword in hand. The surprise was complete, but the defen-
ders soon rallied, fired their muskets and rockets, and then
rushing out pressed the assailants back into the river. Mean-
time Najaf Khan had reached the island in midstream, and
halting his camelswivels there opened fire at close range
on the crowded Afghan ranks opposite. His deadly fire
decided the issue. Karam Khan Razzar and four or five
other sardirs, fighting in the front rank of the enemy, were
the first to be shot down. Then the Ruhela army fell back ;
only Sadat Khan Afridi with a few hundred brave men held
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the ground against ten thousand imperialists and Marathas
who had crossed over by this time. His horse fell under
him, he himself was shot in both thighs, but he changed
horses and fought on till he was stricken down with more
wounds. His men fled away, but his brother Sadiq Khan,
though severely wounded, made a reckless charge upon
Najaf Khan himself. All people gave way before this
wounded tiger, horridly striped with running blood all over
his body and growling out the Afghan battle cry an! an!
The desperado reached the elephant of Najaf Khan, who was
roused by the challenge and crying out, “Yes, I am ready
for you,” struck Sadiq Khan with his spear, while the servant
in the back seat of his hauda shot the Afridi down. With
him the last trace of resistance ended ; the Afghans broke
and fled in headlong rout. '

The heads of the fallen Ruhela generals were severed
and sent to the Emperor. Ali Muhammad Khan, blind of
one eye, a wounded colonel of Zibita’s army, was captured
when hiding himself among the bushes on the river bank.
The news of this splendid victory, the first in his reign,
reached the Emperor in his camp, ten miles in the rear, at
noon. The entire credit for it was rightly given to Najaf
Khan, and it became the first step of his ladder to supreme
eminence in the State. “The Emperor showered favours
on him, and stretching his own beard with both hands

towards Najaf Khan, cried out, ‘You have saved my
honour.’ ”"*

§8. Flight of Zabita Khan ; capture of Shukartal.

The victory was decisive. The Afghan resistance had -
been shattered at one blow. All was now confusion terror
and despair in Zabita Khan's ranks. Every ford held by
his men was abandoned and the contagion even spread to

C. G. Ali, ii. 284-296, Muna Lal 125-127. Miskin 276-277. [Ibrat.

L
i 203-207. Bibari Lal (tr. by me in 1.H.Q. 1985, pp. 641 etc) P. P. Akh.
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Shukartil. When the news of the Marathas having estab-
lished themselves in full force on the eastern bank of the
Ganges, with the road to the Ruhela homes open before
them, reached Zabita that evening, he went to beg armed
aid from his brother-inlaw Faizullah Khan, who had
encamped with some 4000 men opposite to this fort.
“Faizullah who had never seen a battle, in terror declined
the proposal to assist in the defence of Shukartal, but that
very night took the road to Rampur, whence after only a
night’s halt he fled to the Tarai jungles with his family and
treasures, setting fire to his capital.”

The desertion of his sole ally and the flight of all his
troops made Zabita Khan’s position utterly untenable. So,
late that night he abandoned Shukartal and fled away on an
elephant with only 40 attendants, to join his ally in the
northern hills. Indescribable confusion reigned among the
leaderless Ruhelas at Shukartal: *the whole camp was
breaking up in flight, the bazar was deserted, the tents were
on fire. . . . . The roads on the eastern bank leading to
Najibabad were crowded with Afghan fugitives, who were
cursing their Mughalia comrades” [as the cause of the
defeat.] Zabita’s uncle Afzal Khan.was captured.

The myriads of Maratha light horse now overspread the
fair province of Rohilkhand in a resistless flood, because
every Afghan chief of note, including Hafiz Rahmat and the
sons of Dundi Khan, had taken refuge in the Tarai with
their women and troops, leaving their. cities to their fate.
‘The memory of the Maratha incursion in Safdar Jang’s cause
in 1751 was still fresh and all their great chiefs except two
were now dead ; and of these two remaining giants of old,
Sardar Khan was dying and Hafiz a broken down old man
disgusted with life by squabbles with his son and brethren.

After the victory the Emperor marched south down the
right bank of the Ganges to Shukartil, which he reached on
Ist March. But there was no prize left in that fort now.
Immediately after the flight of Zabita and his army, “the
Gujars and Mewitis living in the environs of Shukartal
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plundered that masterless tract worse than the Marathas
ever did. When the victors arrived at that fort they found
only sacked and blazing houses. Only a few pieces of
artillery, too heavy to be removed, were secured by the
Marathas.”*

§ 9. Siege of Pathargarh.

The Marathas, in rapid pursuit of the Ruhelas fleeing
from the Ganges bank, invested Pathargarh, the stone fort
built by Najib-ud-daulah one mile east of his capital
Najibabad. Najaf Khan joined the siege, and the Emperor
too arrived there soon after, encamping in the rear, between
Sahanpur and Jalalabad, some four miles west of Najibabad.
The fort was no doubt strong and well stored with guns and
munition, but sufficient provisions had not been laid in,
and it contained the wives and children of all the Afghan
sardars (who had themselves fled away to the Tarai jungles.)
After a fortnight’s exchange of fire, old Sultan Khan who
commanded it, offered to capitulate if the lives and family
honour of the garrison were assured.

The Marathas at once accepted the offer, and on 16th
March Pathargarh was vacated. “The Marathas took their
stand at the gate of the fort. At first the poorer people came
out ; they were stripped and searched and let off almost
naked. The rich people threw caskets full of gems and
money from the ramparts into the wet ditch for concealing
them. Many noble Afghan families, after coming out of the
hands of the Marathas, sought asylum within the circuit of
the imperial halting place. But the plunderers of the
camp and the Turani Mughals robbed them of the clothing
on their persons which even the Marathas had spared, and
they dragged away the women by the hand towards their
own tents!” Najaf Khan rescued them and after some days
sent them away under escort of his own followers to Jalala-

* DC. Miskin (present) 278-279. Ibrat. i. 207. P. P. Akh. A. 28.



1772] MARATHA SPOILS IN PATHARGARH 41

bad-Luhiri in the north Muzaffarnagar district, which was a
large and as yet safe Afghan colony.*

§ 10. Spoils taken at Pathargarh ; quarrel between
Emperor and the Marathas.

The Marathas spent twen?y days in seizing the property
found in Pathargarh and digging out the buried treasure.
Spies reported to them that the inmates had thrown their
riches into the wet ditch. It was very deep, and so they
drained it by cutting a canal from it to a neighbouring
stream and thus recovered the treasure. A quarrel soon
broke out between the two allies over the division of the
spoils of victory. The Marathas were taxed with breach of
the agreement made at the beginning of the campaign. On
the imperial side it was alleged that “the faithless Marathas
had seized all the artillery and treasures of Zabita Khan, as
well as his elephants, horses and other property, and offered
only a worthless fraction to the Emperor.” At last the
patience of the Emperor was worn out, and on 3rd May
“harsh altercations broke out between him and the envoys
of the Marathas, and the latter went away in anger.” Next
day he sent Rajah Ramnath to them to negotiate. However,
on the 11th a compromise was patched up through Sindhia,
and out of the property officially attached at Pathargarh, one
half was given to the Emperor, one fourth to the Peshwa
and the remaining quarter divided among the Maratha
sardars, but the elephants cash and jewels remained un-
shared. The Emperor’s demand was for money and Sindhia
promised him two lakhs. But this was only a fraction in

* Pathargarh.—Miskin 281-282. G. Ali, ii. 296 (scant 2 Muna Lal
128. Ibrat. 1. 208-210. DC. Bihari Lal (in I.H.Q.) P. P. Jh. A. 28.

Khare's assertion that all the Maratha women dragged into servility by
the Ruhelas from the Bhau's camp at Panipat were liberated at this capture
of Pathargarh, finds no support in any contemporary record in Persian or
Marathi, nor does he cite any authority. {iv. p. 1888.)

“The Marathas defaced the curious workmanship of Najibuddaulah's
tomb” at Najibabad, [Atkinson, N. W. P. Gazetteer, v. 352] but did not

‘‘demolish it”’ as Khare writes, y
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value of what had been seized. As a Maratha agent reported
from Nagina on 9th May, lakhs and lakhs of Rupees worth
of booty was appropriated by the Maratha officers without
crediting it either to the Peshwa or to the Emperor.

From the carefully kept account-books of the Peshwas
which have been preserved, we get an exact and detailed
statement of the gains of the Maratha Government at
Pathargarh. The total value of the gold and silver of all
kinds including coins, was ten lakhs of Rupees. Also, 2298
horses were found, out of which 1043 were given to the
Emperor. Arms and munitions amounted only to three
large cannon (each bearing a name), two jizails, seven
zamburaks, 1842 cannon-balls, a hundred rockets and 530
maunds of powder, &c. [SPD. xxix. pp. 337-340, 343.]

Another point of friction was the disposal of Zibita
Khan’s jagirs which included all the Crown-lands in the
Panipat Saharanpur and Mirat districts and which the
Marathas claimed by virtue of the imperial grants made to
them before the battle of Panipat. [Ch. 13 § 8.] But the
Emperor now gave Saharanpur to Fakhruddin Khan (a son
of the ex-wazir Qamruddin), and Anupshahar and Karnil
to Mahadji Sindhia, that Maratha general having under-
taken to bring Shuja-ud-daulah to Court and make him
personally support his sovereign. We may here add that
the negotiations for making Shuja perform his duties as
wazir in person failed. He no doubt exchanged turbans
with Mahadji Sindhia in sign of full brotherhood, but it
was done in absentia, the turban without the head under it
having travelled from Faizabad to Sindhia’s camp for being
exchanged with the Maratha’s cap (pagoti)) It had been at
first settled that Mahadji should go to Faizabad with the
Oudh Nawab’s envoys—Anupgir Gosain and Elich Khan,
personally assure Shuja of his safety and bring him to the
Emperor’s camp. He actually set out, on 11th May, but
after making four marches stopped on account of an irre-
concilable breach with Visiji Krishna, and finally gave up
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the mission is disgust. The two Oudh envoys went back
covered with failure.*

§ 11. Ruhelas sue for peace ; terms.

When the fugitive Zabita Khan went to the jungle of
Nianakmiata and met Hafiz Rahmat and other Ruhela chiefs
hiding there, his appeal to them for aid in recovering his
patrimony fell on deaf ears ; all of them were afraid of facing

‘the Marathas backed by the Emperor’s authority and
personal presence. Zabita in despair sought asylum with
Shuja, who marched to Shahabad with Captain Gabriel
Harper and welcomed him (12th May) like a brother, out of
gratitude'to Najib-ud-daulah. A little later, Hafiz Rahmat

- came to Shuja at Gopamau, and negotiations for a settlement
began, Shuja acting as the middleman between the Ruhelas

and the Marathas. Visaji agreed to make peace for a war-
contribution of forty lakhs of Rupees from Hifiz and Dundi

Khan. The Ruhelas weré utterly defenceless; Zabita's
family and those of all the ]Jeading men of his clan were

captives in the Emperor’s hands; the.invaders had over-
spread Rohilkhand with none to oppose them. In the Tarii

a severe epidemic was rapidly thinning the number of the
Afghan refugees, ““a hundred to a hundred and fifty men
were dying daily, and their soldiers were fleeing away to
Farrukhabad and other places; those who remained were
ailing.” On the Nawab of Oudh standing security for the-
above indemnity, the Marathas withdrew from Rohilkhand,
the Ruhela sardars came out of the jungle, and every one
took possession of his own lands. A separate peace was made-
with Zabita Khan, who was restored to his family estates in'
Najibabad and Saharanpur, and his wives and children were-
released from captivity. [CPC, iv. 60.]

Mahadji objected to these terms. The breach between
him and Visaji widened so far that he gave up visiting his

* Ibrat. i. 210. SPD. xxix. 277 ;eomzlewd bz 270), 276, 285. Muna
Lal 129-131. G. Ali, ii. 297-298. P. . Akh. A. 29.
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chief. The Maratha enterprise ended in confusion and
failure to realise any money. As the Peshwa’s agent wrote
from Moradabad on 29th May, “It seems that our political
arrangements which had begun to mature in certain places,
will be thrown into confusion. Our leaders are not of one
mind, but every one acts independently. God only knows
what the result of it will be..... Nobody is paying a pice
of the promised contribution, (another letter adds.) Our
troops are eager to go back to their homes.”

On the Emperor’s wish to return to Delhi becoming
known, Visiji and Tukoji pressed him to march on Alla-
habad instead, for exacting the old tribute of Bengal and
Bihar from the English holders of those provinces and also
for compelling Shuja to pay revenue to his overlord. But
the Emperor knew his own military weakness and the faith-
lessness of his only allies the Marathas. His chief counsellor
in these matters was Najaf Khan, a regular pensioner of the
English and a soldier who had personally witnessed the
prowess of the British army &uring 1768-1765. Mahadji
Sindhia too supported Najaf's views, and the Emperor there-
fore adhered to his decision to turn back. One day, Visaji
and Tukoji visited Husim-ud-din, the Emperor's prime
minister, and vehemently pressed for the march to the
eastern provinces. The dispute grew so bitter that the
followers on both sides took up their arms for a fight. But
the Emperor forbade the clash and kept Najaf’s contingent
ready for defending him if necessary. This cooled the ire
of the Marathas and they agreed to retreat.*

§ 12. Imperialists plunder Rohilkhand. Return of
the expedition to Delhi.

The invaders began their return journey from Rohil-
khand at the end of May. The Emperor started from

*DC. SPD. xxix. 271,276. Muna Lal 129-131. Bihari Lal's Life of
Najibuddaulah (tx. by me in I.H.Q. 1935). Return—Ibrat, i. 210-211.
Miskin 282. DC. SPD. xxix. pp. 326-328. P. P. 4kh. A. 29-31 (quarrels
-among the Maratha chiefs).
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Najibabad, as usual two marches behind his allies. By way
of Nihtaur, Sherkot, Seohari, Salimpur and Amrohi, he
reached the Ganges which he crossed at Puth, and moved
due west through the Mirat district vid Bagsar, Hapur and
Likhan, to Delhi, which was entered on 9th July. Most of
the cities in Rohil-khand, like Aonla, Barily and Rampur
had been set on fire by the fleeing Ruhelas ; what remained
was now ransacked by the Marathas. One city alone,
Amrohi, held out under its Sayyids, who ultimately saved it
by promising a ransom of Rs. 60,000 through Najaf Khan.
This amount was realised by cruel distraint by the Mirza’s
lieutenant Najaf Quli Khan, “who was a second Yezid in
hardness of heart,” and paid to the Peshwa. Returning to
the Doab, the Marathas laid siege to Khurja, a Jat post,
which they took after two months of trench warfare (on 30th
July.) At Delhi the Court spent the rest of the month in
celebrating the first grand Coronation of the restored
monarch, on 29th July. Then followed three months of
inaction owing to the monsoons.

§ 18. Visaji Krishna and Tukoji Holkar quarrel with the
Emperor. Delhi forces attack the Jats.
René Madec joins the Emperor.

On the arrival of winter a storm burst over the Emperor
and his city. The Pathargarh expedition had ended in a
rupture between the Emperor and the Marathas. The
Ruhela chief had been utterly defeated, but the fruits of
the victory had disappointed the two allies; the financial
distress of neither was relieved by the spoils of war. The
Emperor was convinced that the Marathas would neither
give him armed help in recovering his lost dominions, nor
provide him with a more liberal revenue than Najib-ud-
daulah had done. On the other hand, the Marathas legiti-
mately demanded the fulfilment of the terms of his treaty
with them (22 March 1771) which they had fully carried out
by restoring him to his capital. The 30 lakhs promised to
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them in that treaty still remained unpaid, and the bankrupt
Puni Government was constantly urging its North Indian
agents to realise this money. The Emperor having refused
to invade Oudh for exacting tribute from its viceroy or to
make an incursion into Bihar for its long-outstanding
revenue, the Maratha chiefs pointed out that in these cir-
cumstances the only person who could produce money in
the Emperor's need was Zibita Khan, the inheritor of
Najib's immense hoards, and that Zabita could be placated
only by pardoning him for his past contumacy and appoint-
ing him to his father’s office of Mir Bakhshi, with all the
family jagirs. As the price of this Maratha intercession and
armed pressure for enabling him to gain these objects,
Zabita agreed to pay the Peshwa ten and a half lakhs of
Rupees. Tukoji Holkar, as the hereditary ally of Zabita,
converted Visiji Krishna to this policy; but Mahadji
Sindhia refused to promote the interests of the house of
Najib-ud-daulah or to take part in the proposed demonstra-
tion against the Emperor in support of them.

The late Ruhela campaign had suddenly raised Mirza
Najaf Khan to the highest credit at Court and the greatest
influence over the Emperor’s mind, who now ordered him
to raise troops and form a new army worthy of the Crown.
For this purpose, the revenue of several districts north and
west of Delhi was assigned to him and he sent his collectors
there,—Najaf Quli to Hansi-Hisir, Niyaz Beg (Turdni
Mughal) to Saharanpur, Muhammad Beg Hamadani to
Jalalabad-Luhari (i.e., Ghausgarh in north Muzaffarnagar),
Afrasiyaib Khan to Sonepat and Panipat. The former dis-
banded veterans of the imperial army as well as youths
aspiring to the, profession of arms, came to Delhi in crowds
as the news spread that a new army was to be raised under
the Emperor’s banner. Very soon an excellent force of
-about seven thousand men was enlisted, besides a contin-
gent of foreign Muslim cavalry (called Mughalia, i.e.,
Persians and Turks) who belonged to Najaf Khan’s personal
Hollowing. Miskin describes the recruits as “strong and
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handsome youths, well mounted and of the Hindustani
breed, wonderful to look at,”—but, as the result showed,
they proved too raw and undependable in their first battle
(in December next).

The rise of Najaf Khan excited the jealousy of Husim-
ud-din, and that worthless favourite plotted with Tukoji
Holkar and Visiji to get Zabita pardoned by the Emperor
and appointed as Mir Bakhshi under Maratha patronage
and thus set him up as a counterpoise to Najaf Khan in the
official headship of the army of the Empire. Shah Alam
rejected this demand, and his refusal brought down a
Maratha attack upon Delhi at the end of the year.

As usual in India, the rainy season enforced inactivity
on all parties. At its close the imperial forces invaded the
Jat territory stretching south of Delhi and took a number of,
small mud forts. But the Jat Rajah made peace with the
Marathas by agreeing to a money contribution, and being
thus relieved of one enemy, sent his forces to oppose the
imperialists. His vanguard was led by René Madec with a
newly equipped well-armed force of 3,000 men and eight
field guns, besides Jat cavalry. At Madec’s approach the
imperialists fell back and all these Jat posts were recovered
without a blow. The Emperor then promptly concluded his
long drawn negotiations for seducing Madec. The French
partisan leader was promised Rs. 40,000 per month with
power to add to his contingent of 3,000 men up to any
number he might consider necessary ; and a patent for the
title of Nawib Shams-ud-daulah Bahidur Qaim Jang, six-
hazari (both zat and sawar) was sent to him. Madec assures
us that in this act of desertion his object was purely patriotic.
In leaving the Jat service abruptly he was sacrificing much
of his property lodged in his house in Bharatpur as well as
the sum of two lakhs of Rupees, being the arrears of his
pay due from Nawal Singh ; but he was at this heavy cost
carrying out the instructions of M. Chevalier, the French
Chief of the Chandernagar factory, for establishing a French
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force and French influence at Delhi as a set-off to the British
conquest of Bengal. ‘

Madec left the Jat service without giving notice, and
had therefore to fight his way through strong opposition up
to the gates of Delhi. His march was conducted with
remarkable skill, courage and tenacity, and at its end he
entered Delhi on 15th November 1772, and was welcomed
by the Emperor with ceremonies and honours which
entirely turned the head* of the ex-sailor and rough adven-
turer. Madec’s arrival happened to be timed to a crisis in
the affairs of Shah Alam ; only a month after the French
captain’s entrance into Delhi, “the fortunes of the Empire
came to be decided under the walls of the capital”, as he
justly observes in his memoirs.

§ 14. Maratha attack on Delhi.

Visdji Krishna and Tukoji, after their recommendation
to the Emperor in favour of Zabita Khan and the Jat Rajah
had been rcjected,} assembled their forces in the Doab and
made a move towards Delhi at the end of the monsoons,
arriving within eight miles of the capital on 21st November.
The Emperor held a consultation with all his nobles. Fazl
Ali Khan was detached with the two battalions of sepoys
supplied by the English, to go and entrench the eastern bank

-

* Madec writes in his Mémoire: ‘‘The third day [17th Nov. 1772
I went to the Emperor's audience . . . . in the same order in which I ha
made my entry into the city,—(described before as, ‘I can say without
ostentation that my entry into Delhi had the air of a triumph and that
I entered there more like a monarch than a private person.”). .. e
Emperor invested me with a robe of very rich cloth of gold with all the
ornaments, namely a girdle, a turban and an aigrette set with precious
stones . .. . In considering the statc of grandeur in which I found my-
scif ... I could hardly believe that it was not a dream.’

t When the Maratha chiefs demanded the subsidy promised in 1771,
the Em[lx:ror replied, "During the recent (Ruhela) campaign you have
seized all the spoils and looted all the country. What have a gained except
hardshi;;‘ and a debt of lakhs of Rupees? at has been my gain from
our adhcsion? Even Mirza Najaf has spent on his own troops the 80,000

upees that was realised at Amroha.”  [Ibrat i. 215.] To the Maratha
demand in favour of Zibita Khan and the Jat Rajah, his reply was, ‘I
know my rights. I am the Sovereign and the Jats and Ruhelas are rebels
who have usurped territories under obedience to me." [Madec.]
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of the Jamuni near Shihdara. But the Marathas approached
the capital from the south. They crossed over to Khizira-
bad, a village on the Jamuna west bank, some ten miles
south-east of the Turkman gate of Delhi.

Najaf Khan from the outset counselled a bold resis-
tance. But the Emperor’s cause was ruined by his personal
cowardice and weakness of character which made him a
puppet in the hands of his ministers and these ministers
were moved solely by mutual jealousy and selfishness.
Husim-ud-din had recently supplanted Saifuddin Muham-
mad Khan as the Emperor’s chief adviser and confidant,
which was a poor requital for Saifuddin’s services in 1771 in
securing the Maratha alliance, wresting Delhi fort from
Zabita’s men, and conducting the Emperor to his capital.
Husam was mortally jealous of Najaf, the man of the sword
and the darling of the army. The ministers moved at cross
purposes to each other, while their master wavered between
them. As the French captain noted with surprise, ‘“The
Emperor assembled such troops as he had ; but he did not
do what he ought to have done on the occasion,—he did not
appear at the head of his army.” Najaf's counsel prevailed
for the time and war was decided upon. The Marathas
from the gate of Delhi repeated their demand on behalf of
Zabita Khan, but it was again rejected by the Court.

On 7th December Mirza Najaf went in force towards
Barapula to fight the Maratha army; he stood ready till
midday, but neither side advanced to the encounter, and
so Najaf returned to the city in the afternoon. The
imperialists used to issue daily from the walls, march two
miles south into the Old Fort (Purini Qila) and stand in
battle order ; a little skirmishing sometimes took place, and
at last the two armies retired to their respective camps. The
sandy bank (reti) of the Jamuna below the Old Fort was
entrenched and held by the imperialists, but this position
was really untenable against the myriads of Maratha light
horse. After skirmishes of a more extensive kind on the

c—4
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10th, 12th and 16th, the decisive engagement came off on
Friday the 17th of December.*

§ 15. Battle of Purana Qila.

Both sides fixed upon this date for a pitched battle. It
was the first conflict in Hindustan in which European-
trained and European-led sepoys and artillery were employed
on the Emperor’s side, but superior generalship, even more
than superior numbers, decided the issue against him, for
no fault of the Europeans. Early in the morning the
imperialists marched out of the city and drew up their ranks
facing the south, a cannon shot beyond the Old Fort, their
left flank resting on the Jamunia and their right on some
ruined fortifications (Firuzabad.) ‘““The corn-fields, sur-
rounded by high hedges, served as so many entrenchments.

. It was a very advantageous position, allowing of a
vigorous defence,” as Madec noted. But all these advantages
were lost through the inexperience of the imperial forces
and the absence of unity of command on their side. Their
first line was composed of the Mughalia cavalry under
Qalich Beg Khan, “drawn up in platoons according to the
terrain”, on the right. Next, to the east, stood Madec with
his three battalions of sepoys and eight guns. The extreme
left was formed by two battalions of English sgpoys under
Gangirim and Bhawani Singh commandants with four
pieces of artillery. In the second line, behind a row of
imperial guns, stood Mirzi Najaf with his personal contin-
gent, all on foot. Far away in the rear, close to the river
bank at the south-eastern corner of the New City,
Ghaziuddin Khan's mansion was occupied by the reserve
under Husim, who had entrenched the plain below the
Blue Bastion and ranged 30 heavy pieces of artillery there.

* DC. Madec’'s Mémoire. Ibrat. i. 214-217. Muna Lal 1385-138 G. Ali
iii. 4-6. Miskin, 283. Battle,—CPC. w 122, 138. DC. Miskin 284. G. Ali,
ili. 7-12. Muna Lal, 138-140. Ibrat. i. 217-218. Madec (best).
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The battle began with the usual exchange of gun five,
in which two powder chests on the imperial side exploded,
killing some 400 men. Then the Marathas came on to
the fight. As they advanced, they quickened their pace and
menaced the Mughalia cavalry (the extreme right of the
defence.) These men were shaken even before being
assailed. The Marathas had now halted to receive the
expected charge of their enemy, but on seeing the wavering
in the Mughal ranks they promptly seized the opportunity
and themselves charged. The Mughal cavalry was heavily
outnumbered (about five to one), and being unaided by any
momentum of attack, at once broke and fled. On their
heels, one compact division of the Maratha horse passed with
lightning speed behind the imperial battle line and galloped
towards the city.

At the same time, the Maratha right wing advanced
against the imperial left. “These paitans, through ignor-
ance and mismanagement, fired off their muskets while the
Maratha horse were still beyond range, and before they
could reload the enemy were upon them, trampling and
cutting them down. The remnant of these sepoys made a
right turn and came to rest upon Madec’s division.” Thus
the imperial left, like the right, dissolved away at the first
impact.

The battle now gathered round the centre. Here
Madec had been attacked in front and rear and completely
enveloped. He had formed his men into a square in the
nick of the time, thanks to the energy and alertness of his
second in command Mons. de Kerascao; but in effecting
this change of formation he had to give some ground and
abandon three pieces of cannon and two munition carts.
By a judicious fire on all the four faces he succeeded in
keeping the enemy back. Mirz Najaf himself had been
caught at a disadvantage and broken. The Maratha centre,
disrcgarding the fire of the wretched imperial artillery, had
swept through his line of guns, routed Najaf's followers,
.and forced him with a handful of his personal guards to
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take refuge in Madec’s square. Early in the day his
nephew Mirzi Ahsan had been mortally wounded by a
cannon-ball.

And now the French square alone stood in the field
like a solitary island in the midst of a raging sea of horse-
man. But it was an island built on granite. From noon
up to three hours of the night, Madec held his position,
keeping the enemy at a distance and preventing them from
dragging his three guns away. In the meantime, the
Maratha left wing, pursuing and slaying the fugitive
Mughal horse, had reached the gates of Delhi and looted
Madec’s camp and baggage resting under its walls. As he
writes, “I lost five elephants, all my horses, camels, tents,
carriages and quantities of other effects. The royal favourite
Husam, who held the neighbouring ramparts with his heavy
artillery, did not advance one step either to reinforce Najaf
Khan in the field or even to save my camp close in front
of him.” He was openly accused of firing blank charges
in order to complete the ruin of his rival Najaf, and his
soldiers were seen joining the Marathas in the pillage of
Madec’s unguarded camp. Shortly after this, Husaim fled
into the city with his troops, abandoning his trenches.

The Maratha horse then entered Ghazi-ud-din’s man-
sion and ransacked it thoroughly. Here the rich trader
Karim Khan had deposited his merchandise worth lakhs
of Rupees, some elephants, and 30 to 40 horses for safety,
but all these were plundered. Close to the Delhi Gate
of the capital, the raiders seized two eclephants of the
Emperor himself. By way of the now defenceless eastern
side of the city, close to the river bank, the Marathas even
penetrated within the walls and dispersed for plunder
through Sadullah Khan's market square. Here they were
attacked and driven out by Sayyid Muhammad Khan Baluch
(the brother of Musavi Khan.) Once again the incurable
predatory instinct of the Marathas and the lack of true
generalship among their chiefs robbed them of the all but
conquered imperial capital.
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Three hours after sunset the remnant of the imperial
army, sheltered by Madec's carefully led square, returned
to the city. There were loud charges of treachery made
against Husam, but the Emperor lacked the spirit for punish-
ing the traitor. He merely rewarded the gallant fighters,
embracing M. Madec and Najaf Khan and robing them with
his own shawls, &c.

It was reported that in this battle the Marathas had lost
*17 sardars slain and 12 wounded, and three thousand men
had fallen on the two sides together. But it was decisive.
Though the imperialists manned the trenches and exchanged
a distant fire with the enemy for a few days after it,
they no longer ventured out into the open. The Pindharis
set fire to Patparganj and Jaisinghpura. Madec, when sitting
on the edge of his trenches among the ruins of Old Delhi,
was wounded by a bullet in the thigh. All his equipment
and property had been lost and his force terribly cut up
in the battle of the 17th.*

§ 16. Complete submission of the Emperor
to the Marathas.

The Emperor had no stomach for fighting left, his
troops were hopelessly outnumbered, and his city was com-
pletely enveloped by “the Maratha army with the Ruhela
troopers of Zabita Khan and the Jat soldiers and Samru's
battalions and guns which had arrived to the aid of the
Marathas.” Against these could be put only the handful
of Najaf's personal followers, the remnant of the defeated
and dispirited new levies who had escaped the Maratha
sword on the 17th. It was a situation which even a Najib-
ud-daulah had not been able to save with better resources

.in 1757.

—

® According to a newsletter (CPC. iv. 122), the Maratha army cum
Zibita Khan's contingent was 35,000 strong, and a total of 3 to 4 thousand
men fell on the two sides taken together. The Marathas captured 11 pieces
of artillery, five elephants, and all the tents of Madec and Najaf.
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So, the Emperor made a complete surrender and signed
a promise to grant all his enemy’s demands. On the 19th
peace parleys were opened by Husim in the tents of Visaji
and Tuk‘oji ; on the 20th Dado Malhar (Visiji’s diwan) and
five other Maratha chiefs came to the Fort and held a secret
conversation with the Emperor ; next day each party with-
drew from its trenches below the city, but the discussions
continued for some time longer, owing to the exorbitant
nature of the Maratha demands. On the 26th the royal
submission was consummated under the disguise of a
gracious pardon. After having the Fort carefully searched
to guard against treachery, Visiji, Tukoji and Zabita entered
the Audience, each one’s wrists tied together with a handker-
chief like those of defeated and captured malefactors ; they
made the custonrary present of gold coins, and at the end
of this mummery were given from the Emperor’s side robes
of honour, elephants and other presents. Zabita Khan was
appointed Mir Bakhshi and restored to his paternal jagirs
in Rohilkhand, Saharanpur and Mirat. On 2nd January
1778, the Maratha triumph was completed by the issue of
an order dismissing Madec’s battalions and the Mughalia
horse and other troops newly raised by Najaf Khan.*
The settlement was, however, protracted by personal
intrigue. Husam knew that when his Maratha patrons were
gone from Delhi, “Najaf would not leave him alive”. He
therefore bribed them to expel Najaf from the Emperor’s
presence and service. ‘“The Marathas, finding it impossible
to realise the 25 lakhs promised to them by the Emperor
in 1771, at last came down to nine lakhs, which Husim
paid in cash and kind, and in addition he promised Tukoji
one lakh on condition of expelling Najaf.” They also knew
that the Mirzda was their one enemy and they dreaded his
® The capitulation signed by the Emperor contained the following
terms: (1) The Emperor should not keep troops in excess of what was
Country hat they had posesed before. (3 Zabica Khan should b3 appoinica
Mir Bakhshi and given back all his territories conquered by the imerialists

earlier in the year. (4) The Emperor should the Marathas Rs. [blank
as war expenses and cede the province of Kopx:yjah;nabad. [Made[:] 1
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ability and strength of will so long as he was backed by
the Emperor’s authority. They, therefore, demanded that
he should be dismissed by the Emperor and delivered up
to them, or be forcibly expelled from the city along with
the Mughalia horse. When this threat became known, the
Mughalia soldiers from every part of the city flocked to
Najaf’s residence to guard him. Najaf put his house (Ismail
Khan’s mansion, close to the Mori Gate) in a posture of
defence, and continued to live there in open defiance of the
Emperor’s order, saying that he was no longer a servant of
the Government but a private person.

Husam invited the Marathas to the city and mounted
the imperial artillery on the Lahore Gate in order to expel
the Mughalia supporters of Najaf (17th January.) Great
disorder broke out in Delhi, with its inevitable accompani-
ment of loot and the sack of houses, on the 19th. The
Marathas rode up the path on the river bank outside the
city wall and stood ready opposite Najaf's residence, but
they retired at sunset as neither side advanced for fighting.
Next day the city again throbbed with alarm in expectation
of an armed conflict. But again Najaf Khan’s good sense
prevailed. He knew that he had not a single friend in the
world except the mercenary Mughalias, no patron like the
Durrani Shah, no tribal followers, no territory and treasure
of his own. He, therefore, agreed to the Maratha proposal
to leave Delhi and join them with his contingent, on a pay
of Rs. 3,000 a day, as their servant in their forthcoming
invasion of Rohilkhand apd Shuiji’s dominions.*

§17. Ramghat expedition of Marathas and Naja; Khan.

" This settlement made, the Maratha sardars crossed into
the Doab on 2nd February 1778, and Najaf Khan did the
same the next day, with the Mughalia troops who had
decided to follow him for a living. Zabita, too, joined his

N
® DC. Madec. Ibrat. i. 219-222. Miskin 285-286. G. Ali, iii. )
Muna Lal, 141-144. ! 1skin Ali, iii. 14-18
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Deccani patrons and promiéed to help their enterprise in
Rohilkhand with his local knowledge and influence. The
allied force traversed the Doab rapidly and reached Ramghat,
on the west bank of the Ganges, 40 miles south-east
of Bulandshahar, on the 15th. Their object was to obtain
peaceful possession of the districts of Kora and Allahabad,
by virtue of the imperial rescript granted to them. For this
purpose they sent envoys to the Nawab of Oudh, demanding
from him in his sovereign’s name delivery of the lands he
had usurped since 1765. They also called upon the trans-
Ganges Ruhelas, especially Hafiz Rahmat Khan, to pay up
the indemnity promised in January 1771.

The Marathas at the very outset wished to avoid war.
They knew that they were not strong enough for a regular
campaign. Mahadji Sindhia with his 10,000 men had left
them before their recent attack on Delhi ; another force of
5,000 under Shivaji Vithal had been detached to Jhinsi to
meet the revolt against Maratha authority there fomented
by the Gosiins and local chiefs. Only 30,000 men were
now left, equally divided between Visiji and Tukoji. The
latter, true to the Holkar tradition of raiding tactics
(ghanimi qawait), proposed to make a dash on Faizabad (the
seat of Shuja-ud-daulah), and capture that unwalled town
in three days. But Visaji knew better. He knew that his
allies Zabita and Najaf were secretly corresponding with
Shuja, assuring him of their real antagonism to the Maratha
interests and offering to go over to the Nawab of Oudh in
the event of a clash of arms between the two sides. Even
René Madec begged for returning to the Oudh service if
the English would pardon his desertion from their army in
1764. [CPC. iv. 172, 183] Visiji, therefore, wanted to avoid
war at all costs.

Ever since the Marathas had vacated Rohilkhand in
May 1772, the Indian world knew it for certain that they
would return there for collecting their dues next winter.
Shuja knew that the Kora and Allahabad districts had been
formally ceded to them, and he was not willing to disgorge
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these annexations. Hence, ever since that month he had
kept making frantic appeals to his English protectors at
Calcutta for the hire of British troops to defend these
districts from the Marathas when they would come next.
The Governor had assured him of such support. From
Faizabad, by way of Lucknow, Shuja reached the bank of
the Ganges opposite Cawnpur on 3lst January, 1773. An
English brigade composed of sepoys as well as white infantry,
under Colonel Champion (the future conqueror of Rohil-
khand) accompanied him. After the Marathas had arrived
at Ramghat, the Nawab moved up the river towards them
and encamped opposite Farrukhabad (3rd March). Here
he was joined by more British troops and their commander-
in-chief Sir Robert Barker himself. Marching further
north, in response to the terrified calls of the Ruhelas, and
covering long stages daily, the Anglo-Oudh force reached
Sihaswin, only 20 miles short of Ramghat, on the 19th.
On that very day the Marathas at last embarked on war.*

There had been an angry scene in the invaders’ camp
on the west bank of the Ganges. The pacific Visiji Krishna,
inspite of his high title of the supreme agent for Maratha
interests in Hindustan, was powerless. Tukoji Holkar, as
usual, by his bluster carried the day, and taking Najaf Khan
with himself forded the Ganges there with his 15,000 light
horse, while Visaji, with the other half of the army, stayed
behind at the village of Bhelon, two miles west of the ghat, -
in charge of all the camp, heavy baggage and the accumu-
lated spoils of three years’ campaigning in the North. The
Pindharis looted the country round. As a wise precaution,
a bridge of boats had been thrown by the Marathas over
the Ganges at Puth, 50 miles higher up the river, to provide
a safe path for retreat. .

* Ramghat expedition.—Macpherson’s Soldiering in India and CPC iv
(both fullest and best.) DC. Aits Tip. vi 17. SPD. xxix. 278 and pp. 331-
333, 341, 348 (Na{af Kh. engaged by the Marathas on Rs. 3,000 daily.) Ibrat.
i. 222-228 (detailed.) Miskin 287-288 (present.) G. Ali, iii. 819 and
Mnna Lal, 144-145 (mezgre) Bihari Lal. Gulshan-i-Rahmat. P. P, Akh.

A. 33 (meagre.)
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§ 18. Tukoji Holker raids Rohilkhand ;
encounter with British troops.

Arrived on the east bank of the Ganges, Tukoji attacked
and captured Ahmad Khan (the son of Sardir Khan, the
ex-Bakhshi of Ali Md. Ruhela), who had entrenched on the
river side opposite Ramghiat, with the fortalice of Asadpur
behind him. The action was short and sharp ; the Ruhelas
lost 300 out of their force of 2,000 men and the Marathas
900. But a son of Ahmad Khan held out in Asadpur, which
Tukoji invested. The English army at Sihaswan, warned
by the heavy sound of firing at night, made a rapid march
next day and arrived before Ramghat (20th March.) At the
news of their approach, Tukoji abandoned the siege and
made a lightning raid on Sambhal (85 miles north-east of
Ramghdt) and Moradabad, both of which large cities he
plundered. Then, with equal speed, he fled back, crossing
the Ganges at Puth, and rejoined Visiji at Aligarh.

We shall now return to the Maratha division left behind
at Ramghit. At ten o’clock in the morning of 20th March,
the English brigade advancing on Ramghat sighted the
Marathas and immediately formed line of battle, all the
troops priming and loading. At once a large body of
Maratha horse hovering on the east bank rrassed the Ganges
back to Ramghat without a shot having been fired at them.
Then some 3,000 of their cavalry appeared on the western
bank, at first merely watching the movements of the English.
After General Barker had pitched his tent, Visaji fired two
12 pounders across the river and dropped about 30 shots near
this tent, killing an old woman and wounding an elephant.
Two English guns immediately replied, the very second shot
of which “fell among the thick of the enemy, upon which
they turned tail in great confusion, and a few more rounds
made the whole of them quit the shore.”

Early in the morning of the 22nd, the English general
crossed the Ganges at the ford of Rimghit, Shuji-ud-daulah
having sent in the preceding night twenty pieces of cannon
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to cover the advance and some 5,000 Najib infantry to
occupy a good post on the west bank. But the news of the
intended attack had reached Visaji and he had precipitately
fled fourteen miles behind, leaving there only a few Pin-
dharis rummaging among the abandoned things of his camp.
The English encamped on the ground so long occupied by
the Marathas ; their General advanced eight miles westwards.
without coming up with the enemy ; he found only small
bands of Pindharis hovering afar off and a large force of
Maratha horse that watched the English “from a respectable-
distance.” Hifiz Rahmat Khan, who had so long main-
tained a dubious attitude towards Shuji, now came to the
wazir’s camp, and so also did several of Najaf Khan's officers
who reported that the rest of their commanders would desert
the infidels in groups of 20 or 30 at a time, as they found
means of escape.

After halting on the west bank on the 22nd, the English
brigade recrossed the river to their old ground, a mile from
Rimghit, leaving a strong body to guard that ford. Next
day, at the news that Holkar was raiding Moradibad, the
brigade began a rapid march north-eastwards to the rescue
of the Ruhelas. At the end of the second day (26th March)
news came that the Maratha raiders had fled back across the

Ganges. So, General Barker returned to Ramghat on the
28th.

§ 19. Settlement made by General Barker between the
Marathas and the Ruhelas.

In the meantime, during his absence the Marathas had
tried to force the ford at Ramghat about 2 o'clock in the
afternoon of the 27th, but they had been repulsed by the
heavy guns and troops left there by the Nawab of Oudh
under his eunuch Mahbub Ali Khan. This was the last
Maratha raid into Rohilkhand, and just one year after it
that province was for ever closed to them by being annexed
to Oudh and thus brought under British protection.
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The English brigade halted at Ramghat for 16 days
more, and then marched north to a point opposite Anup-
shahar (30th April) Before this the Maratha army had
abandoned the Ramghat position on 28th March and
retreated into the Doab, about 25 miles west of it. There
was now an open rupture between Visaji and Tukoji, each
of them blaming the other for this irreparable failure of
Maratha enterprise in Hindustan after three years of effort
(Feb. 1770—May 1773.) They lingered in the Etawa-
Khurja region for some weeks, making preparations for
their departure home. They buried all their heavy guns
(the spoils of Pathargarh) near Etawa, and sent off much
of their booty ahead, to cross the Jamuni by a Qridge of
boats at Kialpi.* On 2Ist April, two wakils sent by the
Marathas to treat for peace were introduced by Shuja to
General Barker. Shuji satisfied the Marathas by promising
that he would take written bonds for 15 lakhs from Hafiz
Rahmat and for five lakhs from Ahmad Khan Bangash’s son
and thus discharge the war' idemnity promised by the
Afghans to the Marathas a year earlier. [DC.] But no agree-
ment was made by the Ruhelas for paying any subsidy to
the Nawab of Oudh for his armed assistance in the Ramghiat
campaign, over and above the forty lakhs prorhised to him
in 1772.4

This arrangement having been made as the best of a
bad job, the Maratha chiefs on 5th May dismissed Najaf
Khan from Aligarh with gifts, a robe of honour, jewels and
Rs. 26,000 in cash and a grant of 19 parganahs out of their
fiefs in that region. Zibita Khan received his conge from

® Capt. Macpherson writes: *'15th April. Ncws from the Maratha
camp that for these two nights past they had had their horses saddled all
night. Najaf Khan asked Tukoji if he intended to fight us; he replied
that his men were much more inclined to plunder . . . . 18th. We are
informed that the Marathas are very uneasy at their situation and that
Visaji sent his Prime Minister Dado Malhar to Tukoji to accuse him of
being the cause of commencing hostilities against the Wazir and English,
which the other denied . . . . . (more quarrels between the two.)’ [123-124.]
..} For the Wazir's case. CPC. iv. 475, and Hifiz Rahmat's reply, 48l.
Bihari Lal explains why the Rubelas failed to pay Shuji’ as promised
{I.H.Q. 1936.)
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Visdji Krishna four days later. Then the Marathas them-
selves set out for the Deccan by way of Etawa and Kilpi.
Najaf Khan, after a visit to General Barker at the English
camp opposite Anupshahar (9th May), returned to Delhi on

20th May.



CHAPTER XXVIII

DOWNFALL OF THE JAT POWER,
1773—1776

§ 1. Ministerial changes at Delhi. Rise of Abdul Ahad :
his early career and character.

The return of Mirza Najaf Khan to Delhi after the
Maratha failure in Rohilkhand (20th May 1773) was followed
by a revolution at Court. A sovereign like Shah Alam II,
with no strength of character, energy or even personal
courage, was bound to pass his life under the tutelage of
some cleverer brain or stronger will. His administration
was directed by one favourite after another. Munir-ud-
daulah had dominated the exiled Court at Allahabad ; but
his influence depended solely on his enjoying the trust of
the English authorities of Bengal and securing the smooth
payment of the annual tribute of 26 lakhs promised in
return for the diwani of the eastern provinces—which was
now the sole support of the Emperor’s household and officers.
When that tribute fell into arrears, Munir’s advocacy of
every policy favoured by the English began to be counted
as a sin and his fall was completed by his open opposition to
the migration of the Court to Delhi on which the Emperor
had set his heart. Saif-ud-din Muhammad Khan Kashmiri,
(entitled Saif-ul-mulk), now rose to high favour. He con-
ducted the pact with the Marathas for the restoration of the
monarch to his capital, took delivery of Delhi fort for his
absent master from the Maratha hands, and acted as the chief
minister during the march from Allahabad. But a fortnight
after the royal entry into Delhi he was supplanted by Husam-
ud-daulah, evidently because he had no administrative capa-
city and could not satisfy the Emperor’s pressing need of
money from the revenue but had spent all the collections in
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keeping together the army that formed the imperial escort
to Delhi.

Husam who had been the jealous rival of Munir-ud-
«daulah during the royal sojourn in Allahabad, achieved no
better success in filling the Exchequer, and he was ruined
by his pro-Maratha policy during the attack on Delhi in
December 1772. The failure of the Marathas to divide the
rich spoils of Rohilkhand equitably with the Emperor and
«even to maintain their military predominance in Hindustan,
necessarily involved their partisans at Court in their dis-
credit. Najaf Khan, who had advocated a directly opposite
policy which the Emperor had rejected in favour of Husim's,
was now triumphantly vindicated, and Husam fell entirely
out of favour. Moreover, Najaf was a former protegé and
constant friend of the English, and his influence over them
would be very useful in securing the 1estoration of the
Bengal tribute of 26 lakhs which the Bengal Governors had
stopped after the great famine of 1770. The cession of Kord
and Allahabad to the Marathas, brought about by Husim,
had antagonised the English and he stood condemned for
this diplomatic false step. Now that the Marathas were
happily gone out of Hindustan covered with failure and
disgrace, Najaf Khan was the proper person to restore the
broken friendship between the Emperor and the English.
He was also the only general capable of recovering the
imperial dominions and suspended tributes from the Jats
and other upstart rebels, while Husaim was no soldier.

So, Najaf Khan on returning to Delhi was received in
audience (20th May 1778) with the highest honours; and
at his recommendation Abdul Ahad Khan was appointed
deputy wazir two days later, vice Husim-ud-daulah whose
title of nobility was taken away and his name reduced to
plain Husim-ud-din. This Abdul Ahad Khan (now
ennobled as Majd-ud-daulah Bahrim Jang) had at first been
a servant of Najib-ud-daulah and posted at Delhi under
Najib’s representative in that city to act as a channel of com-
munication with the Queen-mother and the Crown Prince
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who were living at the capital during Shah Alam’s exile.
He had acted as the bearer of these two august personages’
message to the absent Emperor in September 1769 and also
as Najib’s envoy to the Marathas in the Doab in April 1770.
4fter Najib’s death he had borne Zabita Khan company and
conveyed his new master’s presents and proposals to the
Emperor on his way to Delhi (19-November 1771.) On the
fall of Pathargarh and the flight of Zabita, he had come out
of that fort and had received the Emperor’s formal pardon
for having been a rebel’s follower (30th March 1772.) For a
year after this he hung about the Court without employ-
ment, though his speech and manners charmed the Emperor.
At last the supple Kashmiri won Najaf Khan over to his
interests by vowing to be his faithful follower and supporter
at Court ever afterwards and thus secured the Premiership
(22nd May 1773.)*

Abdul Ahad was a courtier after the Emperor’s heart,
with the smooth polish, perfect suavity of temper and false
bewitching tongue of a typical Kashmiri Muslim, and he
soon grew into the best loved personal friend and private
companion of Shah Alam. But he was no soldier, no ruler
of men, and his natural weapons of duplicity and covert
intrigue broke hopelessly down when coming in contact
with the hard facts of life in that troubled and changeful
world.

On 5th June 1773 Mirza Najaf was appointed Second
Paymaster General, the titular Mir Bakhshi Zabita Khan
being an absentee like the nominal wazir Shuja-ud-daulah
whose actual functions were discharged by Abdul Ahad
Khan as his deputy at Court. On the same day Husam, who
had been dismissed from this latter office, was thrown into
prison, but Najaf Khan with his usual moderation and fore-

-

®* DC. Ibrat. i. 228. G. Ali iii. 21-28. Miskin 288. Muna Lal 146.
These dates are taken from the contemporary Persian sources and therefore
the patent of nobili:iy given to René Madec really belongs to the year 1774.
(Bar! gp. 289-91, dates incorrect.

CPC. ii. 178, 626, 987 (Saifuddin had incurred a debt of 12 lakhs for
the Emperor's journey to Delhi.) Siyar, iii. 85.
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sight got his fallen rival released, five days later, by pleading
with the Emperor, took him ta his own house and there
set him to render account of his management of the royal
treasury (Crownlands) during his year of chancellorship.
The ex-minister compounded for the claims against him by
paying six lakhs to the Emperor and three to Najaf Khan.
Mahdi Quli Khan, who had oppressed and fleeced the Delhi
people during Imad-ul-mulk’s ~wazirship and had later
flourished under the protection of Husam, was thrown into
prison on the downfall of his patron (14th June), and after
a month of beating, was tortured to death by being chained
to the leg of an elephant and dragged through the streets
of Delhi (12 July.) [Muna Lal 148-149. Ibrat. i. 229, 243-244.
DC.]

§ 2. Mirza Najaf's new army ; his military superiority.

Secure, at least for a time, from the backbiting and
intrigues of envious rivals, Mirza Najaf set himself to raising
a new army for the Emperor, with his usual energy and
success. His reputation drew out of work veterans and
ambitious young recruits from all sides, and his task was
rendered easier by the help of a number of very able and
devoted lieutenants that he had gathered round himself,
such as Najaf Quli Khan and Afrasiyaib Khan (these two
being popularly called his adopted sons) and Muhammad
Beg Hamadini, besides former Mughalia captains like
Qilich Beg, Niyaz Beg, Mirza Beg, Badal Beg, and our in-
valuable memoir-writer Tahmasp Khan (who used the pen-
name of Miskin.) Mulla Rahimdad with 3,000 Ruhelas in
a state of utter destitution,—without clothing on their backs,
arms in their hands, or armour on their persons,—entered
Najaf's service to avoid starvation. The country round
Delhi, especially the Baluch colonies in Mewit, was beaten
for recruits and the response was prompt and ample. In a
short time the assembled force exceeded 20,000 men.

The question now arose how to feed and equip them.
The Treasury was empty. An attack upon the Jat Rajah,

c—5 '
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known to be richest vassal in the north, was the only re-
source left, now that the attempt to squeeze Zibita Khan
had failed. The vast new army if left unpaid would form
a constant danger to the: peace of Delhi, and therefore Abdul
Ahad gave Najaf two lakhs of Rupees on condition of lead-
ing these men out on a Jat expedition. One lakh more
was raised by Najaf’s two lieutenants as a loan on their per-
sonal security. The new army was thus equipped and set
out against Nawal Singh. It was agreed that the territory
and booty seized would be shared equally between the
Emperor and his general. Najaf Khan was also appointed
subahadar of the yet to be reconquered province of Agra in
addition to his Deputy Paymastership.

His military superiority lay in his copious supply of
artillery, rockets‘and smaller fire arms, six battalions of sepoy
musketeers,—two of them trained by the English and the
others organised and led by commandants who had previ-
ously seen service under Europeans,—his assemblage of the
remnants of the old Badakhshis (all veterans familiar with
Durrani warfare) and a large body of desperate Ruhela sol-
diers who had been disbanded after Najib-ud-daulah’s death
and the downfall of his son. He had, besides, the benefit of
the advice of very competent European generals, such as
Major Polier, an expert military engineer highly praised by
Hastings, in the campaign of January 1774, and René
Madec and the Comte de Modave in the war of 1775-1776.
Above all shone his own undoubted genius for war and
diplomacy and power of controlling men.*

§ 3. Causes of the decline of the Jat military power.

Against such an adversary, the Jats were hopelessly out-
classed. They had not adopted the combined tactics and
disciplined use of firearms which the Europeans had intro-
duced into Indian warfare ; they had even lost the high level

® Miskin 283. Ibrat. i. 229.
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of efficiency in the indigenous style of fighting to which
Suraj Mal had raised them. All their veteran captains were
dead. Jawahir Singh's ruthless selfishness had destroyed
most of their leading chiefs, and time had removed the rest.
No younger men had risen to take the places of these. Their
Rajah was a weak voluptuary, lacking even the brute cour-
age of his ancestry. And his Government was torn by family
dissensions, the factious opposition of his brothers and
uncles, and the open defection of Balu Jat’s sons. Of his
European retainers, Madec had been seduced by the
Emperor in October 1772 and Sombre was to be in May
1774.

Under Suraj Mal the Jat power had successfully defied
the great Durrdni Shah by a policy of pure defensive. But
they now failed to play such a game by reason of Mirzi
Najaf’s rapidity of strokes, masterly use of the time factor,
and sharp turning on strategic lines. The campaign of 1773-
74 and that of 1775-76 ended in unmitigated disaster for the
house that Suraj Mal had raised to supreme eminence in
Hindustan. The murder of the Peshwa Narayan Rao on 30th
August 1773 and the intestine and foreign wars in which
the Puni Government was next involved, prevented any
Maratha advance north of the Chambal for eleven years
after it, and thus kept the ring clear for the combat between
the Delhi Government and its refractory Jat vassal.

§ 4. Dan Shah Jat and Chandu Gujar defeated in the
Doab, Sep. 1773.

Najaf’s invasion of the Jat homeland was preceded by
a smaller trial of strength in the Doab* immediately south-
east of Delhi (in the Bulandshahar district.) The armed
preparations in Delhi during the monsoons had not escaped

* Doab campaign.—P. P. Akh. A. 87, 39 and 40. DC. Ibrat. i. 218214
(srongly places in 772) G. Al ii. 20.35. " Chahar Gular 452 b-4%%a (full)
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the Jat Rajah’s notice. By his order his forces in the Doab,
then commanded by Dan Shah, the best general left to him,
and Chandu Gujar the governor of Aligarh, advanced from
their base at Dankaur and ravaged the imperial territory
from Sikandrabad to Ghaziabad (1-2 September 1773.) On
the arrival of this news, Najaf Khan despatched from Delhi
a strong detachment of 6000 Mughalia horse (under Taj
Md. Baluch and Niyaz Beg) and two battalions of English-
trained sepoys (under Ramru commandant) with a good
supply of guns and rockets (7th September.) When this
force reached Shahdar3, the Jat raiders hurriedly fell back
on their base, the imperialists giving chase and every day
slaying their stragglers and capturing their camp property.

Outside Dankaur, the Jats turned at bay in a strong
position protected by pits and hillocks and offered battle
(16th Sept.) “Chandu Gujar led a charge upon the imperial
artillery. But the guns fired grape and the sepoy battalions
delivered volleys from their muskets rank after rank with
exact precision. The Jat light horse which had never
expected this, were shot down in large numbers. Chandu
Gujar, though wounded, forced his way into the sepoy ranks
and was bayoneted,” and the broken remnant of the Jat
‘vanguard fled away. Meantime Din Shih had crossed the
stream with a few thousand horsemen and fallen upon the
imperial rearguard. Here a long and obstinate hand to
hand fight took place, but at last the Jats were routed by a
bold counter attack led by Taj Md. Khan. Dan Shah him-
self fled away wounded. Over 3,000 Jats perished in this
campaign. Large quantities of spoils fell into the victors’
hands, and that region was cleared of Jat authority. The
detachment crossed back to the west bank of the Jamuna
and joined Najaf.

§ 5. Mirza Najaf invades Jat country ; successful advance.

The Mughal generalissimo had himself set out from
Delhi on 24th September and entered his tents at Barapula.
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He had already taken very happy auspices for his projected
campaign by capturing the mud fort of Maidiingarhi, which
Suraj Mal had built, as if in supreme defiance of the imperial
authority, only 13 miles south of Delhi (13 miles south of
the Qutb minar.) Najaf's heavy fire drove the rustic garrison
from the walls and the fortalice was taken by a single assault
of infantry clambering over the mud walls sword in hand.
(c. 17 Aug.) In another quarter, a Jat detachment from
Farrukhnagar attacking the garhi of Harsiru was defeated
and despoiled by the Mirza’s lieutenant Najaf Quli Khan,
on 5th October.*

"Marching from Delhi by way of Barapula and Badarpur,
Najaf Khan reached Ballabhgarh, 25 miles south of the
capital. Here he received a highly important accession to
his strength in the person of Ajit and Hira Singh, the dis-
possessed heirs of the founder of that great fort,—the
northernmost bulwark of the expanded Jat kingdom. They
offered to assist the invaders with their local knowledge and
influence if Najaf Khan would promise to restore their
patrimony to them after it had been wrested from the Jat
Rajah’s agents.  The defection of such men at the very out-
set of the campaign “broke the waist of Nawal Singh'’s
resolution”, and he fell back from his first post at Bawni-
Khera (six miles south of Palwal) to Banchiri, nine miles
further south, where he entrenched his camp. While Mirzi
Najaf himself halted at Sikri-Fathpur Biloch, five miles
south of Ballabhgarh and nine miles north of Palwal, his
captain Najaf Quli, newly arrived from his successful
operations in Mewat, was sent off with the vanguard (8th
October) to clear the way. This captain advanced, daily
fighting skirmishes and driving back the Jat patrols.
Nowhere was any defence offered, and the villages in the

... > Maidangarhi. P. P. Akh. A. 87a. Ibrat. i. 212 (year wrong)) G. Ali.
gu.zgt.z;:‘hahg (;1;11 49231‘)s Najais advance. P. P. A(Zh. A. 5;.8 . Ibrat.
1. eo1-234.  G. Ali iii. 36-39. ‘Chahar Gulzar 492b-4935. Muna 1.
CPC. iv. 628. Zikri-Mir, 128-181. 18
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north Jat territory lay helpless before the invaders. “As
the autumn crop was then ripe, the Nawab’s soldiers fed
themselves and their horses on the standing wmillet crop
along their route. They plundered every village that lay in
their path, set fire to it, and carried off all the cattle and
sheep &c., which they sold at low prices-or ate ; especially
the beggarly Ruhelas of Mulli Rahim-diad, whose leanness
turned into fatness from eating the plundered provisions,
and whose appearance after being clothed in plundered
apparel changed from the look of wild beasts to that of
human beings.” [Ibrat, i. 231, Miskin 290.]

So greatly were the Jat troops demoralised by the
example of their craven chief that one day (11th October)
they abandoned their camp at Banchari in a ridiculous
panic: “while they were at their midday meal, they mistook
a dust cloud on the west for the approach of Najaf Khan'’s
army and fled away in fear, leaving their entire camp
standing. The cloud moved like a spiral. The villagers of
Banchiri, on seeing the hclpless condition of the fugitives,
looted their camp. On the news of this reaching Najaf
Khan's encampment in the rear, every man went out of it
and looted what remained of the Jat camp, and at night -
fell back to their own base.” Nawal Singh took refuge near
Kotvan, 4 miles south of Hodal (and 8 miles s. e. of
Banchari),—amidst its abundance of jungles and broken
ground. [P. P. Akh. A. 42. Ibrat, i. 233-'34]

Mirza Najaf, profiting by the advice of his two Jat allies,
decided not to attack Nawal Singh there, but to manceuvre
him out of his position and force him to offer battle at a
disadvantage. Leaving Kotvan in his rear, he turned aside
and marched sacking the villages in the Chhata and Sahar
parganahs further south and east. Vast quantities of spoils
in cash and kind were taken here. At this, Nawal Singh
issued from Kotvan to the plain east of Barsina, 14 miles in
the south. Najaf’s base was now near Sahar, seven miles
east of Barsina.
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§ 6. Battle before Barsana ; Jat disaster. Fall of Kotvan.

After skirmishes for ten days, the decisive battle was
fought on 30th October, midway between Sahir and
Barsina.* This was the first battle in Upper India (outside
the Bengal Presidency) in which sepoy battalions drilled by
Europeans and European-trained gunners were ranged on
both sides. Hence the contest was prolonged and the
mortality exceptionally heavy; the victors lost 2,300 men
in killed and wounded, and the Jats about 2,000, but
Sombre’s battalions were severely cut up. The Jat army was
thus drawn up:—a strong force (probably 5,000) of Naga
monks armed with muskets under Bilanand Gosiin on the
left, Nawal Singh himself with his Jat clansmen in the
centre, and nine battalions of sepoys under Sombre with
their artillery on the right. The Jat Rajah’s own guns
were ranged in front of the centre and chained together for
breaking cavalry attacks. The imperial right was formed
by Rahim-dad Khan and his 5,000 Ruhelas ; in the centre
Najaf Quli was placed with the Mughalia horse; on the
left four battalions of disciplined sepoys under Razi Beg
Khan and Rahim Beg, commandants ; the artillery formed
the first line. Like a modern general Mirza Najaf deviated
from the old Indian practice, and mounted a fleet horse
instead of an elephant, so as to be able to gallop to any
threatened point and push up succours wherever needed.
On his own elephant he placed Masum Ali Khan, who was
naturally mistaken by the enemy for the generalissimo and
paid for the false personation with his life. Between the
rival forces a dense plantation of tall millets intervened.

‘The battle began shortly after noon with an exchange
of artillery fire which lasted for four hours. Then, with
only one hour of daylight remaining, the two sides closed

¢ Battle.—P. P. Akh. A. 43 and 44 (full campaign, best.) Chahar Gulz.
493b. Ibrat. i. 236-240. G. Ali iii. 4(()-44. DC. gCnI’C. iv? 638. Sac(l;tuoi
Chhata, G. Ali iii: 38. Ch. Gulz. 49%a. Sack of Mathuri Najaf Quli
g‘h. Gulz. 494a.) . Ibrat. names the battlefield Shahpur, which I cannot
d by local inquiry. (? Tatarpur).
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together. The Ruhela infantry on the Mughal right charged
the Nagas, who fired volleys in succession ; but the Ruhelas
dodged the bullets by promptly falling down on the ground,
then rising up and resuming their run, till they came up
with the Nagas before they could load again. After a bloody
combat, the Nagas broke with the loss of a thousand of
their men. At the other end of the line the Emperor’s sepoy
battalions advanced against Sombre’s. ‘“The former had
rescrved their fire till they would come to close quarters,
but fate did not give them the necessary time for it. The
first salvo of Sombre’s guns killed these two commandants,
and their sepoys threw their muskets down and hid them-
selves among the tall crops.” This was the crisis of the battle.
But Najaf's superior generalship gave him the victory over
the inert and timid Jat chief. The Mirza, on seeing his
left wing dissolved, galloped up to his centre and ordered
that division (all cavalry) to charge the Jat centre. The
Mughalia horse, cutting passages through the line of linked
encmy guns in front, attacked Nawal Singh at the gallop.
Here the Rajputs and Jats offered a desperate defence. But
Nawal Singh’s heart failed him as usual, he fled away, and
his centre division ceased to struggle any longer.

The victorious imperialists, including even their higher
officers, at once dispersed for plunder, as the fabulously rich
Jat royal camp was just behind the field of action. But the
battle had not yet been won ; Sombre maintained his posi-
tion, forming his infantry into squares and working his guns
in front. Under shelter of this disciplined force, Jodhraj
the Jat diwan formed his 500 horse ready for action. Najaf,
mad with vexation at the disorderly conduct of his troops,
with only a few personal attendants round him made a
charge upon Jodhraj's horse, carefully skirting Sombre’s
sepoys. He himself received a spear thrust which pene-
trated his armour and cut his left thigh open to the bone ;
but Jodhraj was routed. Then only did Sombre withdraw
from the field, his sepoys marching away with -the utmost
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steadiness and order. They were saved by a splendid rear-
guard action fought by his French second-in-command, who
coolly kept his place and repelled charge after charge of the
Mughal horse by the discharge of his guns. At last Najaf
Khan succeeded in hunting out a number of his plundering
artillerymen and turned a gun upon the enemy, the second
shot of which Kkilled this gallant Frenchman. Then all
resistance ceased ; but there was no pursuit ; discipline and
European leadership saved Samru’s sepoys even in the midst
of such a complete defeat.

The Mughal army now marched on to Nawal Singh’s
camp which had been left standing with its “wealth beyond
imagination”. The spoils included all the Jat artillery,
elephants, horses and camels, besides money and apparel.
The newly built city of Barsana was sacked and reduced
to a state of ruin which continued for more than a century.
“The famished Mughalia troopers appeased their hunger no
longer with the growing crops, but with good cooked meals.”
The imperialists halted at Barsina for some days in order to
attend to the many hundreds of their wounded comrades and
to secure the unmanageably immense spoils of victory.

In the strategic moves before this battle, the imperia-
lists had marched southwards along the eastern route from
Hodal by Chhata and Sahir, leaving Kotvan untaken
behind them. But after the utter wreck of the Jat field
force at Barsania, Mirza Najaf's first care was to secure his
rear by sending a detachment under Rahim-dad against
Kotvan which was held by Sitiram, the father-inlaw of
Nawal Singh. Strong reinforcements arrived under Najaf
Quli to assist in the siege. The place was now completely
invested and its provision supply cut off. After 19 days,
Sitaram silently evacuated it one night (end of November),
and next morning the imperialists gained possession of it
with all its guns and “immense quantities of provisions
powder and shot, tents, &c.” [P. P. Akh. A. 46b. Ibrat, i.
240-2. Ch. Gulz. 493b.)
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§ 7. Najaf Khan captures Agra fort.

Thereafter the Mughal generalissimo gave up the plan
of pursuing Nawal Singh and wasting months in the siege
of his impregnable forts. He made a sharp turn to the east
and arrived before Agra on 11th December. The city gave
him peaceful possession as his firmness saved its people from
plunder and molestation. He owed several months’ pay to
his army, but he nobly rejected the proposal of his lieutenant
to wipe off his heavy debt by giving his soldiers licence to
sack the city. The fort of Agra,* however, held out under
its Jat commandant, a brother of Dian Shah. But even this
great fortress of Akbar could make no prolonged defence,
thanks to Najaf Khan's good fortune. This needs explana-
tion.

By the treaty of Benares (7th Sept. 1773) Shujiud-
daulah had secured from Warren Hastings an assurance of
British armed aid in the defence of his own territory and in
his projected annexation of Rohilkhand. The news of the
murder of the Peshwa Narayan Rao whetted his appetite
for extending his own dominions in the Doab by seizing the
now defenceless Maratha possessions there. [CPC. iv. 584
& 626.] No interference was to be feared from the Deccanis,
now entangled in their homeland for years to come. The
Jat Rajah, left half dead by the Maratha expedition of 1770,
was going to be crushed by Mirza Najaf Khan from Delhi.
As the imperial attack developed, Nawal Singh made frantic
appeals to Shuja—as he did to Zabita-and every other enemy
of Najaf—to save him. But the loyal service of Suraj Mal
to Safdar Jang was forgotten ; Shuja’s one aim was to fish
in these troubled waters and embark on a career of annexa-
tion, now that he was secured about his own realm. The
Jat Rajah even offered to cede the fort of Agra to Shuja as
the price of his aid in saving the rest of his kingdom from
Najaf Khan. So, Shuja marched into the Doab with a large
¢ Najafs sicge of Agra.—P. P. Akh. A. 48 and 49. DC. Muna Lal 152.

G. Ali. iii. 45.-51. [Ibrat. i. 245-249. Ch. Gulzar 493b. CPC. iv. 904.
907 (11) Etawa.—CPC. iv. 781, 736. SPD. xxix. 263. o
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army and began to approach towards Agra, after wresting
Etawa from its weak Maratha garrison (circa 15 Dec.) by a
siege of four days.

But Najaf Khan’s rapid and decisive success against the
Jats foiled the Oudh Nawab’s plans. His siege of Agra at
first made no progress owing to his want of breaching guns,
and he called on Shuja for help in the name of their common |
master and religion. In response, Shuja detached a large
force with many sepoy battalions and heavy artillery in
charge of Major Polier (a Swiss engineer of high capacity)
and the eunuch Basant Ali Khan, from the Doab. Taking
over the siege trenches opposite the Shah-burj, Polier heavily
bombarded the fort. By the 8th of February 1774, five
thousand balls had been fired on the walls. “The wall of
the Bangala-burj was soon cracked and the stones began to
roll down like tulip petals during a strong wind.” The
garrison lost heart, though they had already inflicted a loss
of 300 men on the Mughal side. On 13th February the Jat
commandant came out and interviewed Mirzi Najaf. Terms
were quickly arranged and he agreed to vacate the fort in
return for safety to life and property. He took back with
himself a guard from Razi Beg's battalion, who set up the
Emperor’s flag and outpost at the fort gate. Safety was pro-
claimed to the inmates. In five days the fort was completely
evacuated and Mirza Najaf entered it, on 18th February.
Shuja was baulked of his prey just in time.

At Shuja’s request to the Emperor to join him in the
expedition against the Par Ruhelas and divide the conquest
equally with him, the Emperor sent Najaf Khan to the
Nawab of Oudh_for settling the terms and removing a
certain misunderstanding created between Najaf and the
Nawab by mischief-makers. The Mirzi met Shuji at Etawa
on 27th Feb. and received a royal welcome, with gifts worth
a lakh of Rupees and the offer of the deputy wazirship at
the royal Court on his behalf. He was pressed to induce the
Emperor to join the Rohilkhand expedition in person and
thus give the royal sanction to this war of aggression. Najaf
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hurried back to Delhi in the company of Shuja’s agent Elich
Khan (28 March.) The Emperor set out from his palace on
5th April, and proceeded as far as Ghaziabad when his own
weak health and the severe illness of his favourite son Akbar
Shah made him give up the journey and return (16 April.)
Najaf Khan, however, was given conge for the Oudh Nawab's
camp and actually set out from Shahdara on the 22nd. But
he was too late to be of any use to Shuja, who had crushed
the Ruhelas at Miran Katri on the 23rd of this very month.
Najaf, after interviewing Shuja, came back to Delhi with
empty hands (12 June.) The Emperor had done nothing for
Shuja and could expect nothing from the spoils of Rohil-
khand, though the imperial band in Delhi palace played
joyous notes for this victory of his wazir over rebels to his
throne!

We may here note other Jat losses at this time. The
fort of Ballabhgarh was captured from the Jat Rajah’s
garrison on 20th April 1774, and Farrukhnagar on 6th May.
Worst of all, Sombre deserted the Jat service with his trained
battalions and well-equipped artillery and came over to the
Emperor on 20th May. He was sent to bring the Panipat
district back to obedience. Next month René Madec joined
Najaf Khan. [CPC. iv. 1184.]

§ 8. How Abdul Ahad set the Emperor against
Mirza Najaf.

Meantime, Abdul Ahad Khan, after gaining unrivalled
sway over the Emperor’s mind, was playing a double game.
He pointed out that all the conquests made by Mirza Najaf
had merely aggrandised him without bringing the least gain
in territory or revenue to the Emperor, though the Emperor’s
personal troops had cooperated with Najaf's in making these
acquisitions. The Emperor's poverty had, in fact, only
deepened in consequence of Najaf's adventures.* The

*In June 1774 the Emperor wrote to Col. Champion that during the
fast three years the income from his territories had shrunk to 12 or 14
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districts round Delhi, north and west, which had formerly
belonged to the privy purse, as well as the recent conquests
from the Jats, namely south and south-west of Delhi and in
the middle Doab, had all been appropriated by the Mirza’s
officers on the plea of providing their soldiers’ pay. " At the
same time the rapid growth of Najaf's armed forces and
military prestige, after his brilliant victory over Zabita and
Nawal Singh, constituted a serious danger to the Emperor’s
security. What if this Persian adventurer should imitate
Najibuddaulah, appropriate all the forces and revenue of
what still remained of the Empire, and reduce the Emperor
to the position of an impotent beggar dependent on his
vassal’s charity? Then Shah Alam would be even worse off
than he had been under the regency of Najib-ud-daulah,—
because he had now broken with the English, destroyed the
bridge for his return to their shelter, and lost the annual
tribute of 26 lakhs promised by them. Mirza Najaf was a
Shia and a kinsman of the Nawab of Oudh. Oudh was now
insured against all danger by British bayonets, its territory
had expanded northwards up to the Himalayas by the recent
annexation of Rohilkhand and westwards across the Ganges
into the Etawa district of the Doab, within easy reach of
Agra. Mirza Najaf, though once threatened with death by
Shuja, had now made up with him and become his favourite.
What was more natural than for these two Shias to join
forces together, march upon Delhi, and reduce the Emperor
to bondage as the Sayyid brothers,—Shias like them—had
done sixty years earlier?

Abdul Ahad fomented these suspicions of the timid
Emperor. He suggested, as a counterpoise to Najaf, the
raising of Zabita Khan to the imperial Paymastership and
actual control of the Delhi army. He forgot that Zabita was
a broken reed, as the utter extinction of his power by the

lak.hs annually, and that the recent Snkh .raids and drought had reduced
the collection’ of revenue still further. [CPC. iv. 1152.] His household

expenses were Rs. 1} lakhs and that of is guards & lakhs
month. [Ibid. 913]} P. Akh. A. . over % 2
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Marathas in 1772 had proved. Zabita was presented to the
Emperor by Abdul Ahad on 9th October 1773 and kept at
Court for some time during Najaf Khan’s absence on the
Jat war. But he realised that he could do nothing to
counteract Mirza Najaf or spoil his Jat enterprise; so he
retired to his jagir on 22nd November, leaving his son
behind as his agent. Soon afterwards (January 1774) the
Ruhela chief was kept busy by the Sikh raids into the upper
Doab, and could return to the Court only on the same day
as Najaf Khan (12th June).

§ 9. Najaf stays in Delhi, counteracting
Court intrigues

From 12th June 1774 to 2lst April 17756 Mirza Najaf
remained in Delhi ; all his energy paralysed by Court intri-
gues, and the utmost he could do was to keep his head above
the water. The Emperor demanded from him (i) a division
of his new conquests with his sovereign, (ii) the delivery of
Agra fort to the Emperor’s nominee, and (iii) the reduction
of his army to a number consistent with his rank as a servant.
The other causes of friction were (iv) Najaf Khan’s wilful
use of the Chancellor’s seal (entrusted to him by Shuja who
had made him Deputy Wazir) and granting sanads for lands
and offices without consulting the sovereign, and (v) his
seduction of Sombre from the Emperor’s service to his own.

Throughout August 1774 discussions on these points
went on between the two sides, without any result. Early
in September the Mughalia captains made a friendly inter-
vention ; Najaf agreed to give up a share of the conquered
lands and the keys of Agra fort to the Emperor, who
promised in return to confirm him in the post of Deputy
Wazir ; these captains stood security for Najaf's fulfilment
of his conditions. But this settlement proved a hollow truce;
the quarrel broke out afresh as Abdul Ahad taxed his hated
rival with breach of faith and usurpation of Crownlands,
seduction of the royal troops and the raising of inordinate
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forces.* One day (circa 15 Oct.) Mirza Najaf was insulted
by the imperial guards, who under Ahad’s general orders
refused him admission into the fort of Delhi when he came
to attend the darbar. [CPC. iv. 1359.] For two months
after this the Mirza sulked in his mansion, keeping away
from the Court altogether. At last (22 Dec.) the Emperor
brought the two ministers together and reconciled them in
his presence. They exchanged visits ; but the agreement
was merely superficial and the mutual bickerings broke out
again. Abdul Ahad had brought Zabita to Court once more
on 18th November, and sent imperial letters inviting the
Sikhs and the Marathas to the Presence for entering the
royal service and reconquering the lost dominions. All these
plots failed through the Kashmiri’s weakness of nerve and
lack of political insight. If the Mirza was to be crushed
it could be done only by a rival capable of taking the field
at the head of a superior army. Abdul Ahad had no stomach
for warfare ; he could not leave Delhi and Waziran, a pro-
fessional dancing-girl whom he had married and who was
the only solace of his grey beards ; so, he went on weaving
very fine cobwebs of intrigue and moving his pawns like
Zabita and the Sikhs on the political chess-board for check-
mating his martial rival, who merely laughed when these
plots were reported to him by his spies. Zabita left the
Court on 16 Jan. 1775, and the Sikhs employed that winter
in raiding the lands of loyal subjects of the Empire and
rebellious vassals with equal vigour.

Early in the year 1775 Mirza Najaf fell ill and was con-
fined to bed for months together. The fimperor paid him a
visit of consolation on 4th April. On the 2lst of the same
month, Najaf, being somewhat recovered, left Delhi on his
second Jat campaign. He had already drawn to his side
Sombre and Madec with their regular battalions and
improved artillery, and soon afterwards received the

® P. P. Akh. A. B1. Long list of charges against Najaf. CPC. iv. 1360,
fg'%’i 973, 912, 1184 (has raised too vast an ariny.) Shljxja defends Nm.
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adhesion of the Comte de Modave, though this last partisan
leader could raise no force of his own.*

§ 10. Najaf invades Jat-land again, 1775. First stage of
campaign : capture of Kama ; victory and reverse.

Mirza Najaf’'s second Jat campaign (1775-1776) need
not be described in detail, though we possess full accounts
of it, unequalled by any other Indian war, from the pens of
two eyewitnesses,—the graphic memoir-writer Tahmasp
Khan Miskin and that highly cultured keenly observant and
marvellously acute European critic the Comte de Modave.

From his sick bed in Delhi Mirza Najaf had sent his
trusted lieutenants Afrasiyab Khan and Najaf Quli Khan
into the middle Doab and Mewit respectively for attacking
the Jat possessions there. The former conquered parganahs
Sadabad, Jewar &c., and after a three months’ siege secured
the capitulation of Ramgarh, the strongest Jat fort in the
Doab, by a money composition (April 1775), and named it
Aligarh after the patron saint of these Shias. At exactly
the same time, on the south-western front Najaf Quli
captured the fort of Kama belonging to Jaipur, by a reckless
assault under his subordinate Mulla Rahim-diad and other
Ruhelas. At the latter place a contribution of 25 lakhs was
exacted from the rich traders who had taken shelter there.

The loss of Kima roused the Rajah of Jaipur; he
formed an alliance with the Jat Rajah and hired a few
thousand Maratha horse who had been left in Hindustan
to collect tribute, and directed this vast force to recover
Kama at any cost. The danger brought Mirza Najaf from
Delhi to the scene; he recalled his detachments from the
Doab and encamped near Barsina. The Jats, on their part,
advanced from Dig and entrenched a position some miles
south of the imperialists. After petty skirmishes for some
days, a battle on a large scale took place on 18th May, when

* DC. Ibrat. i. 250-251. G. Ali iii. 50-58. Muna Lal 158-162. CPC.
iv. 1241, 1267, 1277, 1291 (besides those cited before.) P. P. Akh. A. 52.



1775] JAT ARMY DRIVEN INTO DIG 81

some 3,000 Mughal horse advanced without their com-
mander too far into a defile near the enemy's position and
were heavily outnumbered and hard pressed by the enemy.
After some exchange of musket fire they effected a safe
retreat, though pursued by the Marathas and Rajputs. The
total loss on the two sides mounted up to a thousand men,
besides hundreds of horses. However, the Jat army was
eventually forced to take refuge in the fort of Dig and could
not be tempted to come out.*

Nawal Singh lay dying of a long illness and the Jat
defence was conducted by his younger brother Ranjit
Singh. During this interval Sombre’s diplomacy succeeded;
he had opened negotiations with the Jaipur leaders and very
quickly effected a settlement, the Rajputs agreeing to
abandon the cause of the Jats and march away on condition
of Kama being restored to them in return for Rupees seven
lakhs to be paid down and a promise of eleven lakhs of
tribute to' the imperial Government every year. [Modave
256.] The fort of Kama with its environs had been promised
by the Mughal general to Rahim-dad Khan as an incentive
to his efforts for its capture, but after the conquest the
promise was not kept and the fort was handed back to the
Rajputs. Rahim-dad in disgust went over to the Jats with
his veteran Ruhela corps.

On 10th June the imperialists got a fine opportunity
and promptly seized it. It was a holy day of the Hindus,
being the tenth of the new moon in the month of Jyaishtha,
and the Jat Rajah went from Dig to the sacred city of
Govardhan for a ritual bath. His forces were strung out
north of his route in order to guard against any enemy attack.
Najaf Khan, who had got intelligence of this design,
marched south from Barsina in two divisions,—Madec with
two battalions on the extreme right (i.e., west) bearing down

* Najaf's second Jat campaign—Modave (tr. by me in Bengal Past &
Present, 1936.) Madec’'s Mémoire. DC. G. Ali iii. 59-60, 87-92. Miskin
303-314, 817-320. Muna Lal 162-165, 172. Ibrat. i. 261-274, 276-285. CPC.
iv. 1886. v. 306, 370.

c—6
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upon Dig, and Najaf himself in the extreme left (east) bound
for Govardhan, some seven miles separating the two. The
encounter took place at Guhina, five miles north north-east
of Dig. The hordes of Jat and Ruhela horse attacked Madec,
but Afrasiyab Khan, detached from the Mughal left with
reinforcements to Madec’s corps, made a counter charge;
the enemy broke and fled, and the imperialists reunited and
returned to their camp. Near Govardhan Najaf Khan too
had achieved a victory, routing the enemy and capturing
many horses, camels and carts from them. After this Nawal
Singh’s Rajput and Maratha allies totally forsook his sinking
cause.

Mirzi Najaf Khan had arrived before Kima at the
beginning of May. Here he had been joined by three
battalions of trained sepoys from Oudh ; but these aids were
recalled by their master after a short while. Mirza Najaf,
weakened by this loss, fell back some sixteen miles to Hodal.
His soldiers, starving from their pay being in arrears, sup-
ported themselves by plundering the villages around, and
“thus gained strength”. Then he moved forward again and
made Barsina his permanent camp, sending out raiding
parties towards Dig every day, as “therc was not one Rupee
in his coffers”. In August he shifted his camp to Govardhan.

The rainy scason had arrived already and put an end
to active operations. But during this interval, René Madec
was overwhelmed by disaster. Hc had gone to defend his
jagir of Bari, which had been invaded by Mulli Rahim-dad
in the Jat interest. Some sixteen miles from Fathpur-Sikri
his rain-drenched troops were surprised by the Ruhelas
(29th July) and routed with the loss of all their artillery,
camp and equipage, and half his Europeans and 1,000 men
out of his sepoys killed or wounded. The next two months
he had to spend in building up and training a new contin-

gent at Agra.*

* Rahim Dédd defeats Madec —Barbé, 231-234. Modave, my ms. p. 258.
Ibratnama, my ms. i. 268-269 (fulles.) The place was, acc. to Ibrat., 8 kos
from Fathpur -Sikri and three kos ftom Biind, and on the bank of 4 small
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§ 11. Ranjit Singh Jat recovers Dig from
Rahim-dad’s Ruhelas.

Nawal Singh died on 1lth August 1775, in the fort of
Dig, while his brother was absent at Kumbher. The faith-
less Ruhela Rahim-dad, encamped under the walls of Dig,
took advantage of the garrison being distracted by mourning
for their late king, to seize the gate nearest to his camp and
thus easily possessed himself of the whole city. Taking the
infant Kesari Singh out of the royal harem he placed him on
the throne, proclaimed himself regent, and appropriated all
the stores and royal property in the capital. Nawal Singh's
agents were driven out of their offices. [P. P. Akh. A. 51b.]

Ranjit Singh heard of the usurpation from his castle of
Kumbher. He gathered his own retainers and the loyal Jat
captains together, and hiring a body of 2,000 Maratha horse
under Jaswant Rao Bablé and some Naga monks, made a
secret night march to Dig. He himself with his personal
friends entered that fort by stealth and hid himself. His
Maratha and other troops from outside attacked the Ruhela
camp under the fort walls early at dawn. Here the families
and property of all the Ruhelas were lodged, and therefore
Rahim-dad naturally hastened there from the city to defend
them. Then “Ranjit Singh showed himself to the public
like the Sun rising above the horizon, and called all the-
Government officials in the city to his side. The Jat
soldiers also came out of their hiding places, attacked the
Afghans and drove them in groups, beating them with sticks
like oxen or sheep.” For, during their short ascendancy
Rahim-dad’s men had treated the local people with the usual
Afghan insolence and rapacity, molesting even the women.
Before the rising en masse of the people of Dig, the Ruhelas
were ultimately overwhelmed, though they at first defended
themselves with courage. At least four thousand men’
perished in the fight and the remnant of the Ruhela
stream which had been swollen by incessant rain, so that all the powder

of Madec's gunners and musketeers was damp and useless. These indica-
tions point to Rudawal, 9 m. due n.e. of Biini.
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mercenaries escaped through the city gate nearest to them.
But they left their general’s son a prisoner and abandoned
all their property to the Jats. Rahim-dad, too, had to sacrifice
much of his camp baggage, and took the road to Delhi,
where he was enlisted by Abdul Ahad Khan as a valuable
instrument and sent to wrest the Crownlands in the Hansi-
Hisar district which Mirza Najaf’s men held as fiefs, but
which the Emperor wanted to resume. Here the faithless
mercenary chief met with his deserts while besieging Gohana
(18 miles north of Rohtak), being shot dead by the troops
of Amar Singh of Patiila, who had been set against him by
Najaf (circa 30th December, 1775.)

The rainy season concluded with Mirza Najaf encamped
near Faridh, midway between Agra and Mathura. Recalling
his lieutenant Afrasiyab Khan from the Doab, at its end, he
marched in full strength to Dig and began his attack on that
fort (c. 1 Nov.).

§ 12. Fort of Dig described.

‘The fortified city of Dig,* which was the favourite resi-
dence of the Jat Rajahs at this time, stands eight miles west
of Govardhan. Excluding its south-western off-shoot, the
sharp salient called Shahburj, it forms a rough pentagon 13
miles across. It is surrounded by a rampart of beaten earth
of a considerable width, rising to a height of nearly thirty
feet. The entire northern and eastern and half the western
faces are protected by a deep ditch. But the southern face
does not need this artificial defence as it is naturally
protected by a very wide morass, extending south-east for
miles towards Govardhan. A few hundred feet west of it
is a large and deep tank, running from the middle of the
southern face of the fort for miles towards the south-west

* Thorn, Memoir of the War in India, 413-414. Pester, War and Sport
in India, 369. A fine plan in Martin's Wellesley Despatches. P. P. Akh.
for 1776 and 1777 wanting. :
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and skirted on its left by a range of low hills at the northern-
most point of which stands the separate fort of Gopalgarh.

This Shahburj crowns a rocky height at the northern
end of a ridge, and is joined to the south-west corner of
Dig by prolongations of the southern and western walls of
the fort, enclosing a long and narrow angle. The Shiahburj
is almost a fortress in itself, with a small area of about 50
yards square on the inside, and presenting four lofty bastions
facing the four cardinal points. About one-third of a mile
south of the Shahburj, at the other end of the same ridge
stands Gopilgarh, another square mud-fort with round
bastions at the four corners. Between these two works lie
the extensive royal gardens with a profusion of shady trees,
oranges, myrtles and mangoes. Inside the fort are the
Rajah’s palace —“a very noble structure containing a fine
hall of audience and other State apartments in a similar
style of elegance,” and a large and beautiful tank full of
protected fish, a romantic garden, besides the usual crypts
for burying the royal treasure,—a square citadel (a quarter
of a mile across) surrounded by high and thick ramparts,
three bastions on each face and a deep ditch faced with
masonry and massy gateways and towers of considerable
height. There were also the mansions, of nobles and rich
men, and a crowded bazir (Jawahir-ganj) necessary for
supplying the needs of such a vast population.

§ 13. Najaf Khan’s siege of Dig.

From its situation Dig could be attacked only from the
plain south-west of it, as the English found out in 1804.
Najaf Khan, anticipating Lord Lake’s siege of exactly 29
years later, cut his first trenches in the same month and
week as the British conqueror (the middle of December),.
opposite Gopalgarh and the Shahburj.

The Mughals were singularly inept. in conducting
sieges by sap and breaching, and ‘“the bizarreness and
ignorance displayed in the Delhi army’s operations” justly
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moved the cultivated French captain to a sneer: when they
asked for his opinion, Modave “frankly replied that if apes
attacked each other they would undoubtedly construct such
siege-works.” Half the Mughal army faced the Shahburj,
and the other half (under the supreme General himself) the
outwork Gopalgarh.

A regular blockade of such a vast circle by his small
force being impossible, Najaf Khan at first tried a coup de
main. A body of Hindu warrior monks in the Jat service
occupied the garden between the Shahburj and Gopialgarh,
from which position they used to make sallies, raid the
siege-trenches or cut off grain convoys. Hence scarcity of
provisions raged in the Mughal camp. One day Mirza Najaf
attacked them in person. After a long and obstinate fight,
in which many imperialists (including Najaf's favourite slave
Khusrau Beg) were slain, these Nagas were defeated. They
removed themselves to within the fort, their deserted post
was occupied by the Mughals, and Gopalgarh was
thus isolated from the parent fort. ‘“This victory struck
such terror among the Jats that the garrison gave up coming
out of the fort into the open country for bathing and other
necessary purposes.’”

About the middle of January 1776 a night attack was
attempted. René Madec was sent at midnight with seven
companies of sepoys and three French officers to surprise a
bastion flanking the Kama gate on the western face of the
fort, north of the Shahburj. Spies had reported to the
Mughal general that this gate was negligently guarded by
the defenders. A part of the assailants scaled the tower
unperceived. But Gallic impetuosity and Persian lethargy
robbed them of the promised success. Madec, without wait-
ing for the rest of his detachment to ascend, fired a volley
which was the pre-arranged signal for supports being pushed
up to him from Najaf’s trenches. No ramp had been made
in the escarpment of the bastion to enable the rest of the
sepoys to mount in column formation and extend right and
left on the ramparts, so as to secure a lodgement on the
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walls and hold them till the supports should arrive. “The
defenders being thus wakened, crowded from all sides upon
the men who had gained the bastion, killing and wounding
most of them, while the rest leaped down from the ramparts.
By the time Najaf Khan arrived below, the Sun had risen ;
the garrison, throwing open the Kama gate, rushed out in
thousands and attacked the Mughals in their turn, while the
fort guns created havoc among the imperialists crowded on
the plain below. Men and horses began to fall fast, and the
Mughals took to flight in groups in such panic that one
pursuing Jat infantryman overcame ten fleeing Mughal
cavaliers.” [Ibrat, i. 281.] At this crisis, Sombre arrived
“with lightning speed” at the head of one battalion and two
guns and dispersing the exultant Jats by his accurate fire
saved Najaf Khan who was standing alone, deserted by his
own troops. .
Two other attempts at escalade also failed because the
plans became known to the garrison beforehand and they
concentrated heavy forces at the threatened points. As the
siege dragged its weary length along without success seeming
any nearer, Najaf Khan's position grew more intolerable
day by day. He owed nine months’ salary to his troops ;
the scarcity of provisions in his camp drove them to the
verge of starvation; and they frequently broke out in
mutiny against him or his officers, or refused to go out on
the service ordered in the hope of thereby forcing him to
pay them. At the same time, as difficulties thickened round
him and he became more and more tied to Dig for the sake
of his prestige, his enemies at the Delhi Court became more
and more jubilant and active in weaving plots against him
and raising a rival to his power by caressing Zabita Khan.
But nothing could exceed the coolness and composure of
mind of this Persian soldier-statesman ; he pursued his
operations without showing the least distraction or anxiety,
as the French Count in his camp noted with admiration.
On the other hand, there was no union, no leadership, no
intelligent selfishness even, among the Jats. “There were.
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many factions within the city, where the uncles of the Rajah
disputed his authority, and on some occasions even made
war on him...... If the Jats had been united among them-
selves, I do not think that the Nawab would even have been
in a condition to approach their capital, much less to lay
siege to it.” [Modave, 295.] The Jat Government as then
conducted had not even the sense to employ a part of their
vast wealth in retaining their tried mercenaries for defence.

§ 14. Dig completely blockaded.

In March the two Gosain generals, Himmat Bahadur
and Umraogir, with their 6,000 brave mercenaries and 30 or
40 guns, after being driven out of Oudh service by the
English, joined Najaf Khan, agreeing to subsist by plunder
and not to expect any regular pay from him. The Mughal
generalissimo now changed his tactics ; he turned the siege
into a blockade. His bands of horsemen, both Mughalias
under Najaf Quli or Miskin and Gosiins, patrolled the
southern road from Kumbher and the northern road from
Kama by which provisions used to enter Dig so freely that
grain actually sold cheaper in the fort than in the besiegers’
camp. The Mughal horse did their work so well that the
coming of provisions to the garrison was soon totally stopped.
The stores within the wort were exhausted in a few weeks,
because an immense population from the districts around
had taken refuge within its walls, besides the garrison of
60,000 Jats. A terrible famine now broke out in the belea-
guered city, and no relief was in sight. The people perished
daily by the hundred, poisoning the air with their corpses
and those of the animals...... The survivors ate everything
without distinction.” [Ibrat, i. 282, Modave 298.]

Unable to bear this agony any longer, the Jat soldiers
began to slip out of the fort at night in groups, so that the
garrison was reduced from 60,000 to 10,000. The poorer
people were allowed by Ranjit Singh to go to the siege-camp
in search of food. Mirza Najaf nobly refused to drive them
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back into the fort for the purpose of intensifying the famine
there and hastening its fall. He set up “a standard of
safety” beneath which the refugees took shelter and were

protected by his own followers. Encouraged by his generous

conduct, many rich men too left the city for his camp.

Even bankers and members of the Jat royal family sought

this means of escape.

§ 15. Fall of Dug.

In six weeks famine completed its work in that crowded
den. Finally, in the night of 29th April 1776, Ranjit Singh
himself fled away with the remnant of his troops and took
the road to Kumbbher, after some skirmishes with Himmat
Bahadur’s horsemen who barred his path. “As soon as the
news of this flight reached the Mughal camp, the soldiers
rushed into the fort with impetuosity for plundering. There
occurred during the first shock much tumult and blood-shed;
a number of women and children were killed. The plun-
derers set fire to the city. The gunpowder of which there
was an enormous quantity, was stored in many different
buildings. During three consecutive days, explosions leaped
up at every moment from the magazines, which were fatal
to the victors and the vanquished alike. The Musalmans
took delight in showing their contempt for the religion of
the idolators by filling their pagodas with the entrails heads
and bones of oxen and kine.” Three widowed Jat Ranis
committed suicide to avoid outrage. [Modave, 298-299, 231.
G. Al iii. 91]

When day broke, Mirza Najaf entered the fort and
appointed Zain-ul-abidin Khan to prevent plunder and out-
rage by his troops. But it took three days to restore order,
and Najaf Khan gained very little out of the spoils of his
victory. In the citadel and the fortified mansion of Badan'
Singh the defenders held out for a day more, regardless of
Sombre’s guns turned upon them at point-blank range. At
night, after massacring their women in the Rajput fashion,
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the survivors sallied forth and were killed to a man, though
they slew a greater number of their enemies.*

Besides the abundance of arms, cannon, and munitions
found in the fort, some buried treasure (said to amount to
six lakhs) was secured by the Mirza. But it was quite inade-
quate for discharging the long arrears of his soldiers’ pay,
and he was overwhelmed by their clamour. “His distress
even after such a victory was so great that Najaf Quli and
Afrasiyab proposed to him to give up the city of Agra to his
army for plunder, on the condition that this concession
would pay off everything which was due to them by the
Nawib. But he rejected these vile counsels.” [Modave,
299. CPC. v. 306, 370.]

§ 16. Najaf Khan's campaign in the middle
Doab, 1776.

His onc problem now was how to support his overgrowrr
army. So, after being freed from the Dig enterprise, he
sent away his licutenants to collect revenue in their
respective jagirs. The rainy season which followed the fall
of Dig was spent by Najaf in renewed military preparations
near Agra. Shortly before its close, early in October,
Afrasiyab Khan crossed the Jamuna at Mathura and enter-
ing the south-western corner of the Aligarh district began
to establish his authority over the refractory zamindars of
that region, mostly Jats and Gujars whom Suraj Mal had
first subjected to his rule. The chief of these was Phup
Singh (a Tenwa Jat unconnected by blood with the house
of Bharatpur) who had made himself master of Mursin and
Sasni and assumed the title of Rajah, (accession in 1749,
death in 1798.) In December 1776 Najaf arrived before
Mursan, after his letters from Agra had failed to bring this

. *"The whole of the Jat territory was now reduced to subjection, and
it was only at the intercession of Rani Kishori, the widow of Suraj Mal,
that the conqueror allowed Ranjit Singh to retain the fort of Bharatpur
with an extent of teryitory yielding an income of nine lakhs.”” N.W.P.
Gaz, viii. Muttra 163.
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rebel to obedience. Afrisiyab and other generals were
called up and with an overwhelming force he laid siege to
Mursan. His big guns breached the walls in a few days.
Though the garrison fought bravely, wounding Himmat
Bahadur Gosain, the place became untenable in 17 days,
and one night (3rd January 1777) the Rajah fled away from
it to Sasni. Mirza Najaf followed him thither ; Phup Singh
now made a full submission and was confirmed, through
Himmat Bahadur's mediation, in such of his forts and lands
as he still held. Mursan was joined to Afrasiyab’s fief. The
Mirza next made a rapid march and captured Chharra-
Bhamauri, 25 miles east of Aligarh. By this time January
had ended, and Najaf Khan received an urgent call from
his master to another field.*

* Doab campaign, Oct. 1776—]Jan. 1777.—DC. Ibrat. i. 290-201. Miskin
321. Muna La 1%,. Atkinson, N.W.P. Gazetteer, ii. 435-441 (Mursan).

444 (Bhamauri.)



CHAPTER XXIX.

LAST STRUGGLES OF ZABITA KHAN, 1776-1778.
SIKH OCCUPATION OF CIS-SATLAJ.

§ 1. Court intrigues for setting up Zabita Khan
against Mirza Najaf.

While Mirza Najaf Khan was engaged in war with the
Jats from May 1775 to January 1777, his rivals at the
imperial Court were busy plotting his overthrow. But so
despicable was the character of these intriguers, that their
plans proved utterly futile, and the natural reaction of their
failure was to leave the Emperor even more dependent upon
the Mirza than ever before. We have seen how Husam-ud-
daulah, envying the rise of a mere youth and new-comer like
Najaf, had induced the Emperor (in January 1773) to reject
Najaf's advice and appoint Zabita Khan Mir Bakhshi. By
this single stroke of policy he hoped to placate Zabita's
patron Tukoji Holkar and also to baulk Najaf of the second
highest office in the Empire.

But Zabita Khan was now the mere shadow of a great
name. The sack of Shukartal and Pathargarh in 1772 had
robbed him of all his wealth and prestige and broken up
his father’s famous veteran corps. The son of Najib-ud-
daulah had acted as the henchman of the Marathas in
Holkar’s Rohilkhand raid of March 1773. Instead of being,
as Najib had been in his lifetime, the acknowledged leader
and protector of all the Afghans settled anywhere in North
India, Zabita used to make frantic and futile appeals for aid
to the trans-Ganges Ruhelas every-time that the least danger
threatened him. The consciousness of his own military
impotence also kept him back from siding with these
Rubhelas in their fatal war with Shuja in 1774. And yet his
weak and inconstant character led him to listen secretly to
proposals for a pan-Afghan coalition against Shuja. The
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secret leaked out, and after Shuja had crushed the Ruhelas
at Mirdn Katra (April 1774) he kicked away the timid
double-dealer and coolly annexed all the trans-Ganges domi-
nions of Najib’s house, including Najibabad itself. There-
after Zabita Khan’s possessions were confined to the Saharan-
pur district and certain places in the Mirat district, which
he held as jagirs from the Emperor and for which he had
to promise regular tribute like any ordinary mansabdar.,
Though he still retained the title of Imperial Paymaster-
General, the functions of that high office were performed
by Mirza Najaf, so that Zabita had absolutely no share in
the actual administration of the Empire.
' In May 1773, Husam fell, and his place as the regent
and keeper of the Emperor was taken by Abdul Ahad Khan,
who at first pretended to be an ally of Najaf Khan, but soon
followed Husam'’s example by secretly trying to thwart and
weaken Najaf. While that general was absent on the Jat
war, Ahad brought Zibita to Court, entertained him in his
own house, and presented him to Shih Alam, exerting his
boundless influence in favour of the Ruhela. Ahad coun-
selled Zabita to unite all the Afghans under himself and
put down the upstart Persian adventurer and his Mughalia
clientele, who had become supreme in the State. Zibita
was thus to be the sword-arm of the cowardly Kashmiri
intriguer in removing his rival. But Zabita had suffered
many a blow of adversity in his short life. He knew his
own weakness. The veteran Afghan armies, both of Ali
Muhammad Ruhela’s colony and of his late father, had by
now been completely broken up and dispersed, and a whole-
sale transplantation of the respectable families from Rohil-
khand to the south beyond the Jamuna had been carried
out by Shuja, while the remnant of the male fighters of this
race had entered Najaf Khan's service for a living. The
dreaded Durrani conqueror was dead ; and even the magic
of Najib-ud-daulah’s name could no longer call up an Afghan
horde. Zabita’s sole defence now was the hired sword of the
Sikhs and he stooped to every humiliation to secure their
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aid. He, therefore, declined to become Abdul Ahad’s cat’s
paw. This disappointment made the omnipotent favourite
furious ; his former patronage of the Ruhela chief turned
into a deadly hatred, and he schemed to ruin him.

§ 2. Zabita defeats imperial army under Abul Qasim and
persists in contumacy.

As Zibita had obstinately defaulted in paying the
annual revenue of his jagirs (most of them former Crown-
lands), Abdul Ahad ecasily persuaded the Emperor to send
a force against him. The leader chosen was Abul Qasim
Khan* (surnamed Azam-ud-daulah), the younger brother of
Ahad. He was endowed with great administrative capacity.
personal bravery, and political wisdom. In spite of his
reluctance and repeated protests, he was appointed faujdar
of Saharanpur district, and sent from Delhi in October 1775,
“to regulate the crownlands and other mahals there” now in
Zabita’s possession. His force consisted of a body of Mugha-
lia horse and two battalions of disciplined sepoys under
Gangaram and Bhawani Singh commandants. Qasim left
the Court prophesying “My brother is sending me to my
death.” Arrived in the upper Doab he gained unopposed
possession of Mirat and some other forts as the Rubhela agents
withdrew before him; but for four months he carefully
- avoided an armed conflict and kept negotiating with Zabita
for a peaceful settlement by the payment of tribute. Qasim
knew that his Mughalia mercenaries were traitors at heart
and not dependable in action.

But Abdul Ahad would not listen to reason ; he goaded
his brother on to a fight. So, on 4th March 1776, Qasim
began his offensive, though fully convinced of its futility.
In the meantime, Zabita had hired a strong Sikh force. The
fatal encounter took place at Amirnagar, eight miles north-
west of Muzaffarnagar, on the 11th of the month. Zibita

* DC. Ghulam Ali iii. 62-71, Muna Lal 169-171. Ibrat. i. 298-299. CPC.
v. 87, 280. Bihari Lal (tr. by me in 1.H.Q. 1985)
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Khan had placed the Sikh horse in his van and his Ruhela
clansmen in the second line, while he discreetly kept himself
unseen far in the rear. The Sikhs began the combat in the
Parthian fashion, making a show of attack on the imperia-
lists and then falling back in pretended flight before the
warm artillery and musket fire with which they were greeted
by the Mughals. The two sepoy battalions of Qasim
advanced in thoughtless pursuit of ‘the fleeing enemy and
became far separated from the main division of their
comrades. But the wily Sikh horse made a rapid wheel
and fell upon the rear of the imperial army, dispersing the
Mughalia troops who made a mere show of defence. Thus,
a great confusion fell upon the Delhi army; Abul Qasim
was left alone in the field with only 50 followers round him ;
the Ruhelas encircled him completely ; he scorned to flee
and kept discharging arrows kneeling on the ground (for he
was lame of both legs) till a musket shot killed him. His
head was cut off and carried to Zabita.

Then the sepoy battalions found that the day had been
lost and they were utterly unsupported against an enemy
cavalry flushed with victory. - They threw themselves into
the mud fort of Garhi Dubhar* (16 miles west of Amir-

- nagar), and held out there against the blockading Sikhs for
two days,—after which they were rcleased by Zibita Khan
on surrendering their arms. The victorious Ruhela sent
Abul Qasim’s corpse in a richly draped coffin to Delhi, with
a letter to Abdul Ahad Khan offering condolences and -
profuse apologies for his brother’s death, which was ascribed
to the chances of war and not to deliberate design.

After the funeral cortege had rcached Delhi, Ghulim
Qadir Khan, who was then staying at the imperial Court as
his father’s representative, took flight (6th April) and
joined Zabita. Abdul Ahad, after mourning for his brother,
induced Zabita Khan with solemn promises of fidelity to
come to Delhi, presented him to the Emperor (6th June)

* Also known as Garhi Mian Bhdi Khan.
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and secured a pardon for his late rebellion. But he also
planned to arrest the Ruhela chief when a guest at his
house, but was induced to give up this wicked design, and
Zabita returned to his own fort two days later.

Thereafter, Zabita Khan persistently refused to pay
revenue and only returned harsh and insulting replies to the
royal envoys sent to reason with him. In this attitude he
was encouraged by his uncle Sultin Khan who had an
exaggerated idea of the Ruhela fighting strength and con-
tempt for the Emperor’s present forces. At last the patience
of the Court was exhausted, and war against Zabita was
decided upon. When Mirzi Najaf returned to the Emperor
(12th Feb. 1777), the expedition was organised. Even then
a summons was sent to Zabita to come and settle the account
of his money obligations so as to avert war. He paid a visit
to the imperial camp at Loni (13th to 27th April), the Oudh
general Latafat Ali Khan acting as his mediator and trying
to save him. But he would ncither pay moncy nor yield
back the Crownlands he had usurped. The negotiations
broke down ; the Emperor honourably allowed him to return
in freedom, and on the 28th the royal army began its march
on Ghausgarh, the only stronghold now left to Zabita Khan.
The officc of Mir Bakhshi even in name was now taken away
from Zabita and conferred on Mirza Najaf with the title of
Amir-ul-umara which accompanied it (17th May.) On 23rd
May the Emperor encamped at Raipur, four miles south of
Ghausgarh.*

§ 3. Ghausgarh fortifications and environs described.

Thirteen miles north-east of the city of Shimli in the
Muzaffarnagar district, and close to the boundary between
that district and Shaharanpur, stands the fort of Ghausgarh

* Ghausgarh campaign (and relations with Zibita before it.)—DC. Ibrat.
i. 295-297, 300-312. Muna Lal 173, 177-202. G. Ali iii. 96-117. Miskin
823-385 (present.) Bihari Lal (in I.LH.Q. 1985.) CPC. v. 708. Atkinson,
N.W.P. Gaz. iii. 674-'6 (Ghausgarh and Jalalabad), 735-'40 (Thana Bhawan),
702 (Lohari.)
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built by Najib-ud-daulah, in the midst of a predominantly
Afghan population in the upper Doab. It is located within
a triangle formed by the three cities of Thana Bhawan (in
the west) Luhari (in the east) and Jalalabad (at the northern
apex.) Each side of the triangle is about three miles in
length. A little river named the Krishni drains the tract,
running through the triangle roughly parallel to its western
side and separating Ghausgarh and Luhari from Jalalabad
and Thana Bhawan. There are some extensive marshes
west of Jalalabad and south of Luhari, and the country is
full of ups and downs so that any heavy shower creates deep
pools here and there, expands the swamps into the fields
around and turns every lane into a streamlet and every
stream into a torrent. Today this region presents a doleful
picture of decay, depopulation, poverty and epidemics ;
malaria and insanitary conditions of living have completed
the work of desolation begun by the ruin of the house of
Najib-ud-daulah in the I8th century. But in 1777 it was
the home of a dense and prosperous Afghan population,—
Jalalabad being an Orakzai Pathan colony, Luhari an Afridi
and Ghausgarh an Umarkhel Ruhela settlement ; cultiva-
tion extended for a considerable distance outside the above
four cities, and there were besides many villages thickly
dotting the surrounding district. In 1777, after the loss of
Najibabad, Ghausgarh was the last refuge of the proud
Ruhelas whom Najib had raised to supreme glory in the
realm, and here were concentrated the last remnant of that
hero’s army led by the elders of his tribe, especially his
brother Sultin Khan; herc were lodged the wives and
children of all the leading men of the tribe. Here in 1777
the Ruhelas fought with their backs to the wall, and it is
no wonder that their conduct in this war has extorted the
admiration of every eulogist of the 1mper1al Court whose
memoir has come down to us.

The Afghan defence was materially aided by the condi-
tion of their enemies. The terrain was full of hollows and
mounds and overspread with swamps, which admirably

c—7
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favoured the Afghan tactics of ambuscade and night attack.
Therefore, the imperialists had to avoid any advance close
to the forts and rash assaults on them, especially as the
Emperor’s person had to be safeguarded. But their weak-
ness, in spite of their superior numbers and powerful
artillery, lay in their divided command and the determina-
tion of Abdul Ahad to cross every plan of Najaf Khan so
as to rob him of the credit of victory. Najaf Khan was no
doubt the Mir Bakhshi or supreme head of the army, but
Abdul Ahad,—the grey beard, broken in health, broken in
heart by the death of his dancing girl wife Waziran, and a
Kashmiri by blood,—had got himself nominated as second
Bakhshi! His absolute sway over Shah Alam’s mind turned
him into the defacto commander-in-chief, over the head
of Mirzi Najaf. -The open wrangles between these two
chiefs and their mutual recriminations after every reverse
stiffened the Ruhela resistance and damaged the imperial
prestige, so that everywhere lawless men began to raise their
‘heads and plunder the highways without fear. Hence, a
decisive issue was unduly delayed, and the coming of the
rainy scason inflicted unspeakable hardship on the royal
army in that low swampy region, especially as the rainfall
that year was abnormally heavy. The end came very
quickly only after Najaf Khan had called up his able
lieutenant Afrasiyab with his powerful contingent from the
middle Doab and conducted the war on his sole initiative.

§ 4. Siege of Ghausgarh ; constant indecisive fighting.

The Emperor at first halted at the village of Raipur
(4} miles south of Ghausgarh), his left protected- by the
Krishni, his right by a large swamp. and his front by a
branch of the same river. Najaf Khan led the vanguard
with his own contingent. On 8th June he advanced in full
force and attacked Luhiri, the eastern corner of the triangle,
easily occupying the gardens south of that village. The
Ruhela patrol fell back after a little skirmishing; the
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Mughals followed in reckless chase “driving the villagers
away like droves of sheep” and thus fell into the ambush
prepared by the Afghans with their customary skill in the.
broken ground outside the village. Two hundred of the
imperialists were shot down ; the rest broke and fled away.
Najaf Khan, coming up with his artillery, arrested the
counter pursuit, rescued the fugitives, and held his own
trenches. On Zabita’s side the brunt of the fighting fell
upon the Sikhs, and on the imperial side upon 2,000
mounted Maratha spearmen under Wigh Rao, who formed
the respective vanguards. The attack was repeated on the
11th. The Sikh horsc made a detour and turned the right
flank of the imperial trenches; but they were repulsed by
the steady fire of Latifat Ali’s najib battalions and field
artillery. The engagement was mutually broken off at
sunset, after the Ruhelas had lost a thousand men.

Najaf Khan's spirit was now up. The small Afghan
rustic militia had successfully repulsed the entire imperial
army, four or five times their own number and led by the
Commander-in-chief of the Empire, acting under the eyes
of the Emperor himself. The enterprise promised to be
even more disgraceful than Muhammad Shah’s Bangarh
campaign against Ali Muhammad Ruhela. In the race
against the approaching rainy season it was essential for the
imperialists to win a decision before this month was over.
So a third attack was launched, on 13th June. This time
the defences on the Thina Bhawan side, or the western
corner of the triangle, were probed, but with no better
result ; “about two hundred of the imperialists were slain ;
the Afghans fought well, but were finally driven back to
their trenches, and the engagement broke off at 2 p.m.”

Thereafter the imperialists used to ride up daily and
waste their powder by firing at the Ruhela trenches, without
being able to tempt the enemy to come out into the open.
Nine days passed in this kind of inaction, and then on 23rd
June, both sides engaged in a regular battle, which raged
with greater obstinacy and heavier slaughter than usual till
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some hours after sunset. But again the Ruhela trenches
were not carried and Najaf Khan had to fall back without
victory. This fourth repulse within sixteen days led to a
bitter public wrangling in the Emperor’s presence: Mirza
Najaf taunted Abdul with enjoying the spectacle of the
battle from a house-top safe in the rear, and wilfully causing
the defeat by holding back the reinforcements which might
have turned the drawn battle into a victory for the imperia-
lists. The Kashmiri retorted by charging the Commander-
in-chief with blindly leading his men into a useless butchery.
The Emperor sided with his favourite, and Najaf Khan in
disgust retired to his tent to sulk in idleness for some time.

§ 5. Rainy season ; sufferings of the imperial camp.

And now the rains set in with more than usual violence,
turning the camping ground on the eastern bank of the
Krishni into a vast quagmire and causing indescribable dis-
tress to the royal officers brought up in long years of ease and
luxury. The enemy took advantage of the internal dissen-
sions among the Mughals and their water-logged position,
and one night in the midst of a shower the Sikh horsemen
forded the river near Thana Bhawan and broke into the
Mughal camp, penetrating close to the Emperor’s own tents.
It was only the guns of the Red Paltan (imperial guards)
that repulsed them.

But the locality was untenable. So, Shah Alam moved
(4th—13th July) on to the western bank of the Krishni, to
the higher ground south-west of Jalalabad, that is, facing
the western side of the triangle instead of the southern, with
two marshes guarding his rear and right flank. Day after
day the exultant Afghans used to make sorties and engaged
the Mughals without any result except that of harassing the
invaders and denying them rest, though with heavy slaughter
to their own side whenever they ventured within too close
a range of the well-served Mughal artillery. Najaf on his
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part made one night attack, sacking an Afghan village and
returning without loss.

The war had now reached the point of stalemate, and
peace parleys were opened from the imperial side. But
though Zabita himself was ready to make terms, his uncles
and their veteran followers, intoxicated 'by their recent
successes, refused to yield an inch and sent the envoys back
with defiance to a combat d l'outrance.

The invaders were now themselves beleaguered Their
sufferings from the monsoon were so great and their supply
of provisions was so reduced by the Afghan roving bands and
private highwaymen that many old officials and hereditary
servants of State began to sneak away to Delhi. Imperial
authority collapsed with the fall of the military prestige of
the Government, and public disturbances broke out through-
out the country. A large convoy of grain, loaded on pack-
oxen, when coming from Delhi was hemmed round by the
Sikh allies of Zabita Khan, but on the news reaching the
Emperor in good time he detached his Maratha auxiliaries
(under Wagh Rio) to rescue them, and at the same time
sent a strong force under Najaf Quli and Latifat Ali to raid
the Sikh camp below Thana Bhawan which was now defence-
less in consequence of the march of the men to intercept
the convoy. The perfect timing of these two enterprises led
to their complete success; Wigh Rio safely escorted the
grain porters to camp, while the other detachment looted
and burnt the Sikh tents without opposition (circa 3rd
August.) The Sikhs, after losing all their camp and
property, abandoned the south-western corner and moved
further north towards Jalalabad. Then Zibita sued for
peace (12th August), but his uncles again overbore him.

Meantime Mirza Najaf had been utilising the monsoon
respite to seduce Zabita's allies and to call up heavy.
reinforcements to his own side. The Sikhs refused to break
their faith to the Ruhela chief for money, but the Orakzai
Pathan zamindars of Jalalabad,—Dilawar Ali and Qalandar
Ali,—who feared the annexation of their city by Zabita,
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yielded to Mughal gold and secretly promised to come over
to Mirza Najaf if he attacked the trenches near Jalalabad
(the northern end), of which they were the guardians.

§ 6. Final attack on Ruhela lines, 14 Sept. 1777.
Fall of Ghausgarh.

The rainy season was drawing to a close. At the end
of August Afrasiyab Khan arrived from Aligarh and Daud
Beg Khan Kurji from Agra with their fresh troops and
copious supply of munitions. Everything being now ready
on his side, Mirza Najaf sought the decision, with every
confidence and in full strength, on 14th September. His
vanguard (under Afrasiyab) was formed by the sepoy batta-
lions, no less than 10,000 bayonets, marching in four
columns and enclosing an empty space in their midst where
the cavalry was stationed. They carried their artillery with
them. The Mughal line stretched for over two miles and
moved slowly against the entire western face of the triangle.
While the other divisions merely detained the enemy forces
at the southern end (Thana Bhawan) and centre of this face,
the real attack was delivered by Afrasiyab on the trenches
at Jalalabad at the northern extremity. Zabita Khan, with
all the effective garrison of Ghausgarh, came up crossing the
river to the aid of this hard pressed sector of the defences
and soon became entangled with the assailants. Then the
treacherous chiefs of Jalalabad played their agreed part;
they came over to the Mughals, guided them through the
trenches and the town and even turned their artillery on
Zibita’s right flank and rear. The Ruhelas fought with
desperate valour, regardless of heavy losses, and even made a
counter-charge, scattering the foremost battalions of the
imperialists and the cavalry of that division and seizing their
guns. Afrasiyab’s horse was- killed, but he immediately
jumped up, took another mount and galloped forward to
cheer his men. Rai Na‘'mat Singh (the son of Mirzi Najaf’s
officer Bakhtiwar Singh Kayath) charged from the line of
guns but was shot down. Miskin (now promoted to be a
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noble and a Daulah) was wounded and fell down senseless.
But at last numbers and discipline triumphed, and the
resistance of the small Ruhela band was quenched in blood.
Zabita and his comrades, finding their rear cut off and
unable to return to Ghausgarh, were driven further away
from that fort into the Sikh force holding the Thana Bhawan
sector against which only a feint had been made. The
Afghan line was pierced at several points; the battle was
lost beyond hope, and Zabita galloped away with his Sikh
protectors, abandoning his family and citadel.

On the field of battle Zabita's son Ghulam Qadir and
Sultan Khan'’s son were made prisoners. Not a soul was now
left to defend Ghausgarh. Mirza Najaf immediately pressed
forward across the river and blockaded that fort. It capitu-
lated on the 23rd: the garrison was assured of life and
freedom, but all the property within it was attached. Ten
elephants, 78 camels, about 250 horses, and forty cart-loads
of tents copper-pots &c. were escheated to the State, and t