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PREFACE.

Tan fields of Oriental literature, until very lately, have been almost exclusively occu-
pied by the researches of learned men, whose lncubrations, though of the highest
value, are not adapted to the general reader; while a vast quantity of information,
of a more popular kind, remains locked up in expensive folios, and is consequently
inaccessible to a large portion of the community. The attempt, therefore, to remove
some of the difficulties attendant upon an acquaintance with the numerous objects of
interest and attention with which our Indian possessions abound, will doubtless prove
acceptable to all inquiring minds; and though the plan of tl1e present work does not
admit of any detailed account of the various cities and provinces illustrated in the
accompanying engravings, nothing has been omitted which the limits allow, calculated
to excite interest, and to induce the reader to enter more deeply into the study of
Indian history.

In glancing over the engravings illustrative of a land almost unknown to those who
have become its undisputed rulers, no eye can fail to he struck with the beauty of its
Landscap-es—the architectural splendours of its Palaces, its Temples, and its Tombs.
Art and Nature have been equally prodigal in the embellishments of a soil rich in
foliage, fruit, and flower, teeming with animal life, and watered by many a noble
stream, whose glittering currents give fertility to the laughing plains, and valleys
thiclt with corn.

The sublimity of the prospects of the HInatava, its magnificent forests, its eternal
snows, romantic passes, and flashing rivers, have burst upon the eyes of Europe with
all the freshness of a newly-discovered country; and the greatest anxiety is mani-
fested to obtain a more accurate knowledge of a region so rich in all the productions
of nature, and which offers so fair a field for philosophic investigation. It is remarl-zed of
these mountains, by Captain Skinner, in his interesting Journal of a Tour through
then1—“I have beheld nearly all the celebrated scenery of Europe, which poets and
painters have immortalized, and of which all thetourists in the world are enamoured _;
but I have seen it surpassed in these unfrequented and almost unltnown regions.“
There is every reason to suppose that the Himalaya mountains will, by alfording a
climate suited to European constitutions, become the principal residence of those
colonists who are desirous of carrying British capital and British science into India.

Under all these circumstances, the proprietors are convinced that they cannot oifer
a more acceptable work to the public, than that which opens so bright a prospect of
the continuance and prosperity of our empire in the East, and which is in itself so
fruitful in everything that can alford interest to those who love to contemplate Nature
in all her varied forms.
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THE SNUWY ll-.~illGE FROM TYNE, UR llliiltlia.

HIHALAYA.

Tue Himalaya mountains, signifying the abode of snow, form that tremendous barrier,
which-, stretching from the Indus on the north-west, to the Bramaputra on the south-
east, divides the plains of Hindustan from the wilds of Thibet and Tartary. This chain
of mountains comprises numerous ranges, eatending in Herent directions west of the
Indus; one of its ramifications, running in a still more westerly direction, is known to
the Afghans by the name of the I-Iindoo Kosh, the whole stupendous range being
merely brolten by the Indus. From the north-east point of Cashmere, it takes a south-
eastern course, stretching along the sources of all the Punjab rivers, escept the Sutlej,
where it separates the hilly portion of the Lahore province from those tracts which
have been designated in modern geography, Little Thibet. Still p1.n'sning the same
direction, it crosses the heads of the Ganges and Jumna, and compels their ctu'rents
towards a southward channel. Farther east, the chain is supposed to be less con-
tinuous, it being the generally received opinion that it is penetrated by the Gnnduck,
the Arun, the Cosi, and the Teesta. Beyond the limits of Bootan, the comrse of the
chain, extending into an unexplored country, can he traced no longer; but the suppo-
sition is in favour of its running to the Chinese sea, skirting the northern frontier of
the provinces of Gluangsi and Quantong, and lessening in height as it advances to the
east. The portion of this eictensive chain which borders Hindustan, rises to an elevation
far esceerling that of any other mountains in the world, in some places forming an
impassable barrier to the countries beyond, and rendering their estent a matter for
conjecture only. The breadth of the snowy chain varies in diderent parts between the
Sutlej and the Ganges ; it has been estimated at about eighty miles from the plains of
Hindustan to those of Thibet. The heights of this splendid barrier are tmassailable by

n
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man, but in some places the beds of rivers which intersect it afibrd access to its wild
fastnesses ; and as a few penetrate the mighty mass, there is a possibility that the
unceasiug efibrts of scientific persons may force a passage through the rochs and snows
of these desert wastes. The ranges of hills extending in a southerly direction from the
Himalaya, are divided into nmnerous principalities, to the eastward of the Sutlej—
Sirmoor, Gurwall, Kumaon, Nepaul ; and many others are to be found, several oi
which were unknown to the European inhabitants of India, previous to the Ghoorha wars
of 1815, an event which has led to om‘ present acquaintance with this highly interesting
country.

There is very little level ground to be found throughout the whole of these districts,
which consist entirely of a succession of exceedingly high ridges, crossing each other
continually, and presenting a confusion almost wholly indescribable as they branch out
from the great elevations beyond. Towards the source, if it may be so called, of the
great chain, these mountainous ranges increase in height, the lowest rising abruptly
from a long and gentle slope stretching to the plains. These hills are exceedingly
steep and narrow at the summit, and they approach each other so closely, that excepting
in Nepanl there are very few valleys, the channels that divide them being nothing
more than ravines.

All adventiunus persons who take up their head-quarters at any of the hill-stations,
make excursions through the mountain-passes beyond, and many penetrate to the
sources of the Ganges and Jumna. We, who had travelled for the purpose of exploring
as much as we could of this vast and most interesting region, made preparations, as
soon as we had satisfied ourselves with the scenery and society at ll’[ussooree, to continue
o1n* journey.

Om party consisted of three European gentlemen, each taking ten servants, while
our coolees, or porters, amounted to eighty at the least. We provided ourselves with
four tents, three s1.u'e-footed ponies, and two chairs, which in the plains are called tann-
jauns, but which in these hills obtain the name of jhampans, while the bearers, who
carry them on their shoulders on poles, are called jhampanis. It is not always easy to
induce the natives to engage in these expeditions, they consider the Feringis, who are
not content with the comforts which they might enjoy under a good roof, to be little
better than madmen, and have no idea of submitting, with patience, to hardships and
privations brought o11 solely from a most absurd admiration of mountains, rocks, trees,
and horrid snows. Accordingly, the instant that any disastrous circumstances occur,
when food and fuel are scarce, the cold intense, and the prospect threatening, a general
strihe is almost certain to take place, and these mutinies are only suppressed by return-
ing fine weather, the opportune attainment of a fat sheep, or the materials for a good
fire—-discontent gradually subsiding under the genial influence of sunshine, roast
mutton, or even the blase without the meat.

We knew beforehand all the perils which we had to encoimter from cold, hunger,
and the rebellion of our followers, but our ardou.r in the pursuit of the picturesque led
us to think lightly of such things, and we started in high spirits, determined upon the
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aeeomplislnnent of our object. Without noting the events of every day’s march, it will
merely be necessary to say, that the commencement oi’ our travels brought us to the
place whence the accompanying view is talren. is/Iarma, or Tyne, stands at an elevation
of about ten thousand feet, and on the morning on which we reached this spot, the
weather being remarkably clear, we had an opportunity of enjoying, to full perfection,
the sublimity of mormtain scenery. The foreground was composed of a rich ridge,
covered with timber, the growth of ages,—and contrasting, by its dark foliage, with the
barer eminences around, which, rising i11 all directions, appeared as if the tumultuous
waves of a stormy ocean had suddenly been converted into earth, while the forest,
standing forth in the midst, looked like a peninsula stretching far into the billows.
Beyond this wild and confused sea, arose in calmer majesty, those towering piles of
unchanging snow, which, from whatever point they may be viewed, can never fail to
inspire sentiments of awe and admiration. The higher cluster of white peaks near the
centre, are those of Bunderpooch, above Jumnootree, the source of the Jumna, which
form conspicuous objects at a very considerable distance, and which had previously
greeted our sight at Saharunpore; to the right are the Ru-:h'a I-Iimala, near Gungootree,
whence springs the Ganges _; and still further to the east, the loftiest of the peaks, the
Dwawalagiri, may sometimes be discovered, although the distance is two hundred and
fifty miles, rearing its snowy coronet, and looking down, at the height of twenty-seven
thousand feet, upon the pigmy world below; while, far to the east and west extend the
hoary tributaries of the giant, until their snowy eminences melt into air, and are
lost to the straining sight. Although the distance, in a direct line, from the spot on
which we stood, to the nearest mountains of the snowy range, is inconsiderable, not
more than thirty miles, it requires a fatiguing jotu'ney of many days to reach it, in
which the traveller has at least ninety miles of ground to go over. Several persons
have succeeded in forcing a passage to the northward of these hills, but the peaks them-
selves are still untrodden by human foot. This snowy barrier divides us ii-om the plains
of Thibet and Chinese Tartary, and at the narrowest part may be penetrated by long
and tedious jo1u*neys through sterile scenes, deserts of rock and snow. Thibet stands
at an elevation of fifteen thousand feet above the level of the sea, and the descent on
this side is easy, compared with the diificulties which must be encountered in climbing
the southern face of the snowy range.

In the progress of our journey, the scene became wilder and wilder at every march,
the valley narrowing as we advanced, and the rocks on either side rising with greater
abruptness: the stream which flowed along om‘ path, sometimes boiling over rocks,
making a sea of foam, at others diving into darkness, and gurgling beneath impene-
trable brushwood. Occasionally the savage landscape was relieved by spots of a calnrer
and quieter nature, the castle of some chieftain crowning with picturesque beauty a
lofty rock, with the greensward beneath sloping downwards to the water, embellished
with scattered trees, and approached over a carpet of sage and thyme, intermixed with
flowers of every hue. Then, again, we were surrormded with crags, the level space
being circumscribed to a few yards, and cascades roaring and tumbling around in every
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direction. One day"‘s march, though all presented some peculiar attraction, struck us
as particularly romantic and beautiful.

The first part conducted us through a narrow gorge, walled on either side by fan-
tastic rocks, and wooded with fine elders, the stream rolling deep beneath our feet,
while the path was overhimg by dreadful precipices, toppling crags now .and then
threatening to follow some of the huge fragments which had aheady fallen; then the
scene widened a little, and a natural terrace, shaded by some splendid mulberry-trees,
offered rest and repose, the rocks scattering themselves around, traversed at one place
by a foaming cataract. Ascending a steep and rugged eminence, we toiled on om-
weary way up rock and crag, until we came to another halting-place of table-land,
adorned with fine chesnut trees, and commanding an extensive view, backed by the
snowy ranges, while we looked down upon a splendid confusion of waterfalls, wild
precipices, and luxuriant forests. The air was delightfully cool and bracing, and, as it
may be supposed, we enjoyed the meal that awaited us in this glorious halting-place.
In addition to the foreign articles of luxury which we had brought with us, we regaled
ourselves with mountain mutton, a hill-pheasant, some of the delicious wild honey for
which the place is famed, and peaches of no despicable sise and flavour. Our appetites,
sharpened by exercise and the invigorating breese, enabled us to do full justice to the
meal, while we were at no loss for subjects for conversation, the adjacent scenery being
suflicient to inspire the most prosaic mind with poetical ideas.

Everybody who has visited the hills regrets the absence of those large bodies of
water which alone are wanting to fill up the coup-"'dmil. Illusion, however, often cheats
the eye with the semblance of the element, the valleys being frequently covered with
mist, which assumes the appearance of a sea, whence the higher land rises, tiil at length
the snowy range starts up, and bounds the scene. The grandeur of these peaks, and
their infinite variety, in the varying light and shade, would seem to leave nothing to
wish for, did not the craving nature of man insist upon absolute perfection. Early in
the morning, before a single sunbeam has illumined the dark deep twilight of the sky,
they rise in solemn majesty, the icy outline being distinctly defined, while they stand
out from the grey atmosphere aro1md—anon a tint of amber spreads over them, and,
divested of their chilling grandeur, they come out warm and glowing: again they show
like cold bright silver in the sun, while in the evening they are all crimson with the
rose that flushes through the sky: a single mile, nay even a single turn of the road,
snflicing to invest them with new shapes and new peculiarities.

From this point, we might be said to traverse a land whose savage aspect was seldom
redeemed by scenes of gentlebeauty, the ranges of hills crossing, and apparently
jostling each other in unparalleled confusion, being all rugged, steep, and difficult to
thread, some divided from its neighboms by wide but rough valleys, their summits
crowned with forests of venerable growth, while others, more sharp and precipitous, are
nothing more than ravines, descending suddenly to a dreadful depth, bare solid rookie
several hundred feet in height, or dark with wood, and apparently only formed by the
torrents which have worn a passage for themselves through these fearful passes. In
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such a country, cultivation is diflicult, nay, almost impossible; small pieces of ground
can alone be reclaimed from the wilderness, and agricultiue is carried on with unremit-
ting toil for very inefficient results.

Every step as we recede from the plains becomes more and more fatiguing, while
the faint-hearted would look upon an advance as totally impracticable, it being neces-
sary to scramble along ever rugged and rocky pathways, climbing at every step, or
forcing a passage through the beds of rivers, or trusting to some frail and perilous
bridge, which must be crossed before another yard of the journey can be gained.

-I--— —

CROSSING BY A SANGHEL, NEAR JUMHUUTREE.

Ir is not always that the traveller in the Himalaya will find himself accommodated
with such a bridge as we passed at Bhurkote, and repairs being considered as works
of supererogatiou throughout the greater part of Asia, the chances are strongly against
his being equally fortunate with ourselves, in crossing even. that, while in good
condition. "

The most common contrivanee in these billIdistricts, when the stream is suficiently
narrow to admit of its employment, is the sangha, the rudest bridge imaginable. No
one being at the trouble to repair a work which is not at any time very secure, these
sanghas are usually in an eaccedingly crasy and precarious condition, and sideIrails
being deemed superfluous, the narrow footway, only suflicient to admit of the passage
of one traveller at a time, forms a method of crossing a torrent neither very easy nor
very agreeable. Where two projecting rocks are found facing each other, they are
employed as the support of a couple of fir-trees which rest on either side, a narrow
platform being constructed by the boughs out from the ncighboming forests, and placed
crosswise: this is often performed in a careless and slovenly manner, without any
endeavour to prevent gaps of an inconvenient width, and without any fastening what-
ever. So long as the traveller can keep in the centre, he is tolerably safe, but the
moment that he plants his foot either to the right or left, he is in danger of being
precipitated into the torrent by the houghs on the opposite side tilting up. Persons
possessing the very steadiest head find their brains severely tried in these diflicult
passes ,; few can loch upon the impetuous current below, and preserve any accuracy of
vision, the best plan being to fir the eyes upon some object on shore, and to pass firmly
and steadily along, for there is no parapet, no guiding rail, and in a high wind the frail
bridge is so fearfully swayed, that even the mountaineers themselves refuse to cross it;
inany accidents of course occur; but that they are not more numerous is wonderful,

c



10 ninnosran [LLLTS'I'It.~i.T]:ID.

considering that not men only, but baggage of various kinda, is conveyed across. Om‘
hilussnliuan servants, and the people from the plains, looked upon these tottering
sanghas with great horror, and a sense of shame, and the dread of our ridicule, alone
induced them to attempt the passage. Not participating in our delighted admiration
of the romantic characters of the scene, they had nothing but a point of honour to
console them under its terrors.

It is not every European who goes forth from the hill-stations on an exploring
expedition, that fulfils his original intentions ; many find the ditficulties and dangers of
the enterprise too great to be compensated by the wild beauties of the landscape, and
turn back, some on the very threshhold of the imdertaking, and others before they
have proceeded ha-ltlway. We were obliged to dispense with o1u* ponies at a certain
point, and they were sent away under proper care to an appointed place, which we
intended to pass on our journey to Simlah, where they would be available. "We did not
make any extraordinary use of our jhampans either, performing the greater portion,
and all the perilous parts of our journey, on foot. ‘We were new nearing the source of
the Jumna, and though the ascent of its wild and rocky valley was anything but easy,
we moved forward steadily, and with unabated ardomn The cold in the early part of
our march from Kiusalee was excessive, the thermometer in the shade being below the
freeaing point ; but o1u- exercise was of a description to render the circumstance of little
importance.

The glen of the Jumna became narrower and narrower at every step, and the preci-
pices on either side steeper, more lofty, and of a still more awfill character. The
Brahmins, who never fail to make some advantage of their sacred calling, volunteered
their services as cicerones; we had our own eoolies besides, who having come afar
with us, of course determined to avail themselves of all the benefits of the pilgrimage ;
together with a ninnerous train of fakeers, who are always ready to travel at the
cheapest rate, and regarded the burra buxies’ great present, which the head brahmin
would receive from us, as a auflicicnt remuneration for the whole party: thus we n1us-
tered strong. -

Up we went, emulating the monkeys as we scrambled upon hands and knees with
every possible contortion of body, while clinging and climbing the very steepest ascent
that it seemed possible for human beings to achieve. Upon gaining a. breathingIplacc,
we found that we had reached a spot accounted very holy, being the portal as it were
to the sacred source. A small shrine or temple is erected at this place, dedicated to
Bhyram Jee, and called Bhyram Ghati, and here we found a brahmin ringing a bell;
we paused to recover our breath, and to s1u'vey the prospect, which was inexpressibly
grand. The glen of the river lay under om" feet, and we could trace the lofty ridges
which enclose it nearly as far as the plains. Opposite, bare and bleak prccipices arose,
rearing their lofty and sterile peaks to an astonishing height, while to the northIeast
we caught a view of the western angle of Bunderpooch, glittering in snow _; and nearly
in front, immense masses of froscn snow, whence the Jumna derives its som'ce, were
piled in icy grandeinn
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"While recovering our breath and enjoying the prospect, the devotees of the party
employed themselves in gathering the flowers which adorned the wild and desolate
spot, as an odering at the shrine. The ditticulties of the approach precluded the pious
architects of this place from any great attempt, and this altar is in consequence of a
very rude description, being merely a collection of loose stones, put clumsily together,
and enclosing a few wretched idols of the most trumpery description. Strange it is,
that men having so grand a shrine, so wonderful a temple, made by the Deity himself,
in the midst of the sublimest portion of his creations, should disregard the fitness of
the scene for that instinctive homage which the least religiously inclined person must
pay to the mighty Author of the surrounding wonders, and stoop to olfer adoration to
the misshapen works of his own hands.

Though the distance from K1u'salee to Llumnootrce is only eight miles, the difficulties
and dangers of the route render it a very arduous journey. From om‘ last resting-
place, Bhyram Ghati, we scrambled up and down, sometimes finding nothing but a
notched tree fora path, and wandering backwards and forwards through the river,
which was very cold, as either side offered the better footing; occasionally traversing
the projecting stones arising from the midst of the stream. This devious way led us
to a series of exceedingly beautiful cascades, the Jumna being in some places joined by
tributary streams tumbling from immense heights, the.precipitous masses of rock on
either side attaining a still greater degree of nobleness and grandeur. Completely shut
in by these mountain-ranges, which rose abruptly on both sides of the narrowing
stream, we could only catch glimpses of the snowy peaks beyond. The course of the
river at this place is indeed a mere chasm cut in the rock, and worn by the action oi
the water in its continual flow. In some places, the solid rocks on either side run up
in a perpendicular height, rendering the opening as narrow at the top as at the base,
and forming a dark pass, the foliage of the trees, springing from clefts and shallow
beds of earth, meeting at the sunnnit. at each step the path became more dilficnlt and
laborious ;, deep pools obliged us to momit to the top of a precipice, and to leap down
again from heights too steep to be mastered in any other way, while there was some
danger of precipitation into the rapid waters boiling below. Then we clambered up
loose fragments of a gigantic sme, which seemed to have fallen from above purposely to
block the way, and anon scrambled through a sort of sea of crumbling stones bedded
in qnag, and exceedingly dificult to pass, where the trees, occasionally laid along to
serve as a pathway, are wanting.

\-
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"'i'lLLaGE OF assess, NEAR DEOBUN.

ll-lonuns. is built upon a high ridge in the secondary Himalaya, stretching between
the Tense and the Jmnna, which at this place is called Dcobun, and gives its name to
the tract lying to the north-westward of Landour. The ridge itself is characterised by
the peculiar beauties of these mountain-scenes, and presents a succession of rugged
rocks piled grandly upon each other, entwined with lichens and creepers of every kind,
and afibrding at intervals large clefts, whence spring the giant wonders of the soil,
magnificent trees of immense girth and redundant foliage. "We pitched our tents upon
one of a series of terraces, which, according to the mode of cultivation necessary to be
pursued on the steep sides of these mountains, are cut for the purpose of afibrding
a level urfaceto the husbandman.

The lofty, precipitous, and almost impracticable rocks above, are the favourite
haunts of the musk-deer, a denisen of these mountains, which is highly prised, and
which attracts the piusuit of hunters, who climb the apparently inaccessible crags,
risking life and limb for the pm'pose of seem-ing this valuable species of game. In
many parts of the Himalayas, the musk-deer and the hawk are the property of the
State; and in Bussaher particularly, and many other principalities between the Sutlej
and the Jumna rivers, they are claimed by the chieftain, who gives a reward for those
brought to him, while any person convicted of having otherwise disposed of these regal
tributes is liable to a heavy fine.

The petty barons ofi'er hawks and musk-bags to the princes to whom they are
feudatory, and many of the assessed villages make up a deficiency in their revenue by
presenting their musk-bags, which are received at a certain valuation. They are sold
tlu-oughout the hills, and are particularly vendible at the Rampoor fair, the drug being
exceedingly acceptable to those luxurious nobles, who can afibrd to mix. it with the
tobacco and other ingredients of the highly-perfumed chillum. .l'vIi1sk-bugs may be
purchased of a good quality, that is, tolerably pine, in the hills, at about ten or twelve
rupees each _; but it is difilcult to get the drug anywhere in its pristine state, and by the
time it reaches the plains, and travels to Emnpe, it becomes a vile adulteration. The
raslooree, or muskIdcer, is rather larger than the common red or ravine deer pf 1311.5
plains, its colour is vcry dark-brown, approaching to black, and it is distinguished by
a peculiarity which it requires a scientific aoologist accurately to describe; the akiii
being covered with a very singular texture, more resembling short soft thin quills than
hair or fm', neither of which it can be said to possess. It has tusks which turn down-
wards, and a sort of apology for a tail ,; the mush-bag only occm's in the male, and as
there is little or no difference between the sexes, in siae or figure, to direct the pursuii;
of the hunter, a great deal of trouble is sometimes taken to secure an animal, which, if
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a Female, proves valueless. The flesh is eaten by the mountaineers, but E1u'opeans
consider it to possess too spicy a flavour.

English sportsmen often obtain a fair shot, but tl1e natives have another and sm'er
method of securing the game. No sooner is a mush-deer espied, than the people of
the nearest village are made acquainted with the circumstance, and the whole popula-
tion are 3J."D7lJ.5'Ei'f1 by the intelligence, and convey it with extraordinary eelerity to their
IIBF-J3 11Bigl1lJfi1lI‘5- Tllfi fifillllt-1'3’ bfiirlg up, a cordon is formed round the destined victim,
heights are climbed which appear to be perfectly impracticable, and men are to be seen
perched like eagles upon the steepest points and pinnacles. The moment that the
whole party have taken up their position, the assault is commenced by hurling down
large fragments of stone; and the deafening cries and shouts of the hunters so bewilder
the alfrighted animal, that he knows not where to run. Meantime he is wounded, the
ring closes round him, he scchs vainly for some epening, and in the desperation of his
despair would plunge madly down some steep abyss, but there also he is mocked by
horrid shouts, and now, struck to the earth by some overwhelming blow, he sinks
to rise no more. The musk-deer are seldom met with lower than eight thousand
feet above the level of the sea: when taken young, endeavours have been made
to rear them in a domesticated state, but the attempt l1as failed—they die speedily in
captivity.

The hawk of the Himalaya is very highly prised _; it is taken alive for the purpose
of training, and carried down into the plains for sale, where, if of the best description,
it fetches a high price, a hundred rupees, that is, ten pounds, being given for one of
these ehivalric birds.

Mohuna, the village in the neighbourhood of om‘ tents, is very beautifully situated,
the sites of the small hamlets of these mountain-districts being generally judiciously
situated; it would be difiicult, however, to make an mdortuuate choice ; and the people
seemed a quiet harmless race, happy in the enjoyment of the few necessaries which
formed the sum total of their wants. The natives of these districts are good-natured
and obligiug, and may be easily managed by lzindness, by those who endeavour rather
to humour than to force them out of their prejudices ; a practice to which the scornful
European is rather too strongly addicted. The women were particularly civil and kind-
hearted ; and indeed, from our earliest occupation of these hills, they have manifested
a very amiable attention to the comfort of those white strangers who have invaded the
most remote districts. At first the apprehension of danger from persons of so entra-
ordinary a colour, rendered them annious to conceal themselves, but speedily discovering
that in reality they had nothing to dread, they dismissed their fears, and came forward
with all the little services which their limited means enahled them to odor. In passing
through a village, the women will frequently bring out, unashed, mill; and fruit for the
refreshment of the travellers; and although, according to the custom of all semi-
barharous countries, they are looked upon with great contempt by the other sen, we
found them generally more intelligent, as well as more comnnmicative, than the men ;
and they are certainly quite as industrious, taking their full share, or even a greater

n
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proportion, of the manual labours of the field. A love of flowers seemed to be the most
elegant taste manifested by the people of these hill-districts ; they were fond of adorn-
ing themselves with the wild garlands which grew profusely around. They did not
appear to regard with any deep feeling of admiration those splendid prospects so
eagerly sought by the lovers of the picturesque; and beyond those local attachments
which render the inhabitants of hill-districts more unwilling to quit the homes of their
children than any other race of people, they seemed to tahe little interest in scenery
which threw us into raptines. Contrast is perhaps necessary for enjoyment of any
kind, and it was impossible to make them comprehend the ‘motives that induce
Englishmen to wander through strange lands for the mere pm'pose of seeing the
country, and admiring the prospects.

In every part of the Himalaya which we visited, we were surprised by the abundance
of fruit trees, and berries of every description. In some places the strawberries com-
pletely carpet the ground, which appears crimson with the multitudinous offspring of
this prolific plant. The neighbourhood of every village absolutely teemed with the
almond, the peach, the apricot, the phun, and the cherry; in some places we found
walnuts and chesnuts in great quantities. Many deserted villages are now only
indicated by the apricot trees which still remain to show “where once a garden
smiled,” and it is said, that in consequence of their great abundance all over the
country, scientific men find it diflicult to ascertain whether they RTE indigenous to the
soil, or have tiniven so lu:~:uria-ntly in consequence of transplantation to so congenial
a clime. The natives of the Himalaya frequently feed their cattle with apricots, and
obtain an oil from the kernels which is highly esteemed throughout India. In Canbool,
a country much farther advanced in civilisation and refinement, where the apricot also
abounds, it is said to be preserved in fo1u'teen different ways _; the finest of these
preparations finding a ready sale in distant kingdoms. In India, particularly, the pre-
served apricot, having au almond substituted for the stone, is reckoned a great delicacy,
and always figures at the banquets of rich natives. The cherry requires cultivation to
render it an acceptable guest at the dessert, but it makes e:s.cellent cherry brandy ; and
upon the first occupation of the hills by the servants of the Company, their friends
in the plains were agreeably siuprised by presents of apricot jam, cherry brandy, and
sacks of walnuts.

Some of our party, though imprepa-red to imitate the native lumters in their pur-
suit of the musk-deer, tool: their guns in search of smaller game, following through an
almost endless flight of fields——-which, from their very peculiar construction, have been
aptly described as a fitting staircase for the Titans of old—tl1e blacl-1 partridge, the
pheasant, and the hill-chikor. The former-named bird is in great favo1n', in conse-
quence of mahing an escellent figure on the table, with the sojourners of the hills ;
the male is a beautdul creature, with a glossy star-spangled breast _; he is to be seen in
all the grassy ridges which intersect the fields, and the calls of his fellows may be heard
on all sides-—-a peculiar creaking note. The hill-chiltor also abounds, and of this species
there are several varieties, larger, but resembling in plumage the red-legged partridges
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of France ; it is also followed by its call, which bears a strong similarity to the low elucl;
of the hen of the poultry-yard as she leads out her young brood.

Marching along a country like that described in the accompanying plate, has a pic-
turesque, and, not to speak it profanely, somewhat of a melo-dramatic efiect. The sig-
aag nature of the road, winding along the steep side of a mountain, ailiords curious
views of the eavalcade : the more active and adventiu-ous may be seen advancing above
with unabated vigour, the hotly of the servants and baggage toiling steadily on belove-
while still lower the rear-guard, weary and straggling, follow “ with fainting steps and
slow.” The sighing of the wind through the trees, the call of a bird, or the murmuring
of some far-ofi' stream, alone breaks the solitary stillness, until, while absorbed in the
sublime reveries which the scene is so well calculated to produce, we are suddenly
startled by the crack of a rifle, fired by the most determined of the sportsmen at some
wild animal, presenting itself in too tempting a situation to be resisted.

Ti]l.'IB OF IBRAIIIM PADSIIAH, BEJAPURE.

heour half a mile to the northward of Bejapore, in the garden of the twelve Imaums,
the Durga of Abou al Musaafir, as the natives term the majestic tomb of Ibrahim
Adi! Shah IL, rises with a pomp of arcliitecture exceeding even the magnificence oi
the buildings in its neighbourhood. The great and amiable sovereign who sleeps within
this noble pile, is represented by Ferishta, his contemporary, as having been one of the
brightest ornaments of royalty; his virtues still live in the memory of the people of
the Deccan, and to this day the ashes of the good and great, the parent, the instructor,
and the friend, are visited with equal reverence and delight by the Mussulma-n, the
I-lindoo, and the Christian traveller.

This splendid mausoleum was built under the direction of Mulick Secunder, or, as
he is sometimes called, Mulilt Scindal, who is said to have constructed the Taj Bowloe
at his own expense. According to report, it was commenced in the reign of Ibrahim, and
intended as the tomb of his beloved daughter, Zoran Sultan, who died at tho age of si:-1
years, and whose infant virtues are commemorated in a Persian inscription. The death
of the monarch who planned the design, in all its grand and beautiful proportions, took
place before it was completed, and he lies interred amid the members of his family, in
the mausoleum of the garden, which gave its name to the neighbouring entrance of the
city, formerly called the Imaums’, but now known as the Mecca-gate.

The style of Ibrahim Shalfs tomb ditliers entirely from that of the Burra Gmnhooa,
{another gorgeous sepu1clu'e,) bearing a stronger resemblance to the generality of the
Dmgas seen in Hindoostan. It consists of a mosque and mausoleum, raised upon the
same platform, both of which are represented in the accompanying engraving. The
basement of these superb edifices is one hunrlred and thirty yards in length, and fifty-
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two in breadth, rising to the height of fifteen feet, and enclosed by buildings of a
single story, open both from without and within, and intended for the accommodation
of visitors, travellers, and the attendants of the place. The entrance to the interior
quadrangle, which is seen to the right of the plate, is on the north side, by a lofty and
elegant gateway, flanked by tall minarets of exquisite grace and lightness. This portal
leads to a handsome flight of steps, and through another gate of a new construction, up
to the raised terrace, on which the mosque and the place of sepultme stand. The sarco-
phaguses of the king and his family are placed in a large hall in the centre of the
building; this hall is enclosed by an outer and inner veranda—tlie first thirteen feet
broad, and twenty-two high; the outer twenty feet by thirty, supported by seven arches
on each face. The dome above is raised on arches, five in the long curtain face, and
tln'ee in the depth: a staircase leads to a flat terrace, spreading above the veranda, and
from the minarets at each corner a lofty balustraded wall, richly ornamented, extends
along every side; a second balustrade, of similar proportions, a flight of steps higher
up, forms a spacious balcony round the base of the dome ; it is finished in the same
style of elegance and splendour, with corresponding minarets at the angles, tlitfering
only from those below in their height, as will be seen in the engraving. The dome is
thirty-five feet in diameter, but, unlike that of the Jumma Musjid, it has the shape
of a segment of a globe cut through one-third part of its perpendicular axis. This
form is airy and elegant, but would be ditlicult to execute upon a large scale, owing
to the narrow span of its apertLn'e, and the great exterior flexure of the curve which
overhangs its base. A column rises on the summit of the dome, crowned with a
crescent.

The simplicity of the central hall, which contains the monumental remains of the
king and his family, forms a striking contrast to the splendour of embellishment
lavished on the exterior; yet its ornaments are not less effective, or worthy of admi-
ration. It is forty feet square, and thirty high, and the walls are of such finely-grained
black granite, as to have been mistaken for marble. The ceiling is particularly fine,
the whole roof being formed of the same kind of stone ; and, as it is asserted, without
the slightest admixture of timber. This ceiling is so constructed, that it does not
appe:n' to rest upon the main walls of the building, but on a cornice projected from
them, so that the area is reduced from forty to twenty-two feet on each side. The roof
is quite flat, and richly ornamented, being divided i11to square compartments; the
traverses of which, though of several pieces, look like solid beams; and it excites
wonder that a heavy mass, so disposed, should have existed so many years without the
slightest derangement of its parts. The death of Ibrahini Atlil Shah took place in
1626; his sepulchre must therefore be more than two hundred years old; the build-
ing being commenced in his life_time, and only occupying twelve years. The interstices
of the stones on the top of the arches, in the surromiding veran das, are filled with lead,
and clamped together by ponderons bars of iron, some of wllioli have been wre11el1gr]
from their places by the destructive ldalirattas, who probablv expected to find some
rich treasure concealed there.
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The veraudas and the walls are ernamented with beautiful sculpture, chiefly irern
the Keran, the whele cf which is said te be carved en the several cempartments. The
inscriptiens are raised in the manner cf basse-relieve, and se highly pelished as te shine
like glass. Un the nerthern side the letters are given a greater degree cf preminence,
by being gilt, and embessed en a blue enamelled greund, aderned with flcwers; and
the whele has been cempared te the illumiuatiens cf an Oriental MS. seen thrcugh a
magnifying glass, and adding the beauties ef sculpture te these cf painting. The deers,
which are the enly specimens cf weedwerh used in the building, are exceedingly hand-
seme, and studded with gilt hnebs; the deerways, en either side, are aderned. with
a great variety ef ernaments, beautifully executed; there are windews en each side cf
the deers, which are feur in number; these, and the arches abeve, are fermed cf a
singular stcne latifice-werl-:, eempesed ef Arabic sentences, instead cf the erdinary
pattern ef siniilar perferatiens; the light that they admit, preceeding threugh the
verandas, is net very strung, and the whele cf the hall is characterised by a gleemy
selelnnity, in fine keeping with the last resting-place cf the dead, but net usually a
cencemitant ef Indian sepulchres. -

The sarcephaguses lie nerth a11d seuth ; the first centains the bedy ef Hajee Burrs
Sahib, the Padshah’s methcr; next her, Taj Sultan, his queen, thirdly, the king
himself _; en his left, Zeran Sultan, the beleved daughter "te whem the building was
erigiually dedicated. Berrm Shah, the yeimgest sen cf Ibrahim, lies interred by the
side cf this lamented infant 5 and heyend, at the furthest extremity, Shah Inshah, the
menarch’s eldest sen. The canepies ef these tembs, in which Meslems usually expend
such lavish sums, are cf tattered sills, scarcely leaving a remnant cf erigiual magnifi-
cence 5 a circumstance te be acceunted fer by the small number and the distressed
cenditien ef the fellewers ef the Prephet in the neighbeurheed.

The gallery en the veranda which surreunds this hall, is remarkable en acceunt cf
its stcne reef, which is meet tastefully sculptured. It is divided inte cempartments,
ebleng and square, ene hundred and ferty-feur in number, very few ef which have the
same ernaments. Each divisien is fermed ef a single stcne, and exhibits an elegant
cembinatieu cf arabesques in flewers and wreathes, i11 these fancit'ul and spirited
designs in which Indian artists excel, and which are ef se truly Oriental a character.
Imaginatien has here shewn hew rich and exhaustless are its steres ; and these exquisite
delineatiens are executed with the same masterly pewer exhibited in the greuping and
cembinatien ef the endless variety‘ ef interweven garlands. One cf the cress-stenes
which suppert the reef cf the veranda against the nerth face, was struch by a cannenv
ball during the last siege ef Bejapere. The shet is stated te have been fired frem the
l'vIee]l~: e Meidan, an enermeus gun, (prepertienate te the magnitude cf the fert ,) which
seems net imprehable, as the mauscleum lies within the range ef that extraerdina-ry piece
ef crdnance. The stene, thuugh split at beth ends, and hanging euly by the pressure ef
a single inch against the lewer part cf the splinter, which helds fast in the cernice, has
remained in that pesitien, te the amazement ef all ehservers, since the year 1635,
witheut yielding in the least degree te the etliects ef gravity.

s
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The mesque which frcnts this splendid mauseleum, at the distance cf fcrty yards,
has-ring a piece cf water and a feuutain between, is a plain builtling, ene himdred and
fifteen feet by seventy-six, crewned with a deme, and fianhed at the angles cf each
stery with slender and lefty minarets. The stenes cf beth these buildings are sc
neatly put tegether, that it is scarcely pessible te perceive where they are jcined; and
the whele pile, netwithstandiug the absence ef the white marble, which adds such
brilliant splendeur te the mauselcums cf Hindeestan, may vie in magnificence with the
must celebrated shrines cf Eastern menarchs. The attendants at the temb cf Ibrahim
Padshah are peer, and few in number, ewing the inceme alletted fer their subsistence
entirely te the bcunty cf the present rulers cf the city. Abeut three theusand five
hundred rupees are annually distributed, frem the revenues cf the district, amcngst
the Mehammedan attendants at the different tembs and mesques: “this,” says eur
autherity, “ will be censidered rather a liberal allewance frem a I-lindce gevernment,
fer the maintenance cf a religieus class cf persens cf a diiferent persuasien.” The
directien cf a part cf the revenues cf the ccimtry, fer the suppert ef men deveting
themselves te the care cf tcmbs and sepulchres, aiferds ene cf many preefs cf the
extraerdinary reverence with which the dead are regarded thrcugheut the whele cen-
tinent ef India.

Ibrahim Adil Shah II. seems te have merited the enccmiums cf an histerian _;—nct
mere remarkable fer his attachment te the friend and patren, frem whese faveur he
derived se much henem* and advantage, than fer the independence cf his spirit and the
beldness with which he narrates circumstances, which a mere time-serving ceurtier
weuld have suppressed altcgether. The reign ef Ibrahim is net withcut its blets, but
they are few in nmnber, and net ef se deep a dye as these which usually stain the
annals cf Eastern despets. He was telerant in his religieus principles; and theugh,
upen his acccssien tc pewer, his cemt shewed their readiness te adept the epiniens
prefessed by the severeign, whether Seenee er Sheeah, he left every ene te fcllew the
dictates cf his ewn censcience, and beth sects were allewed te practise their religieus
ceremeuies unmelested.

GUNGUUTR-EE, Tllll SACRED SOURCE OF THE GANGES.

Hxvrxe recuvered frem the fatigues and bruises attendant en enr jeurney te the scurce
ef the Juruua, te the great dismay ef a pcrtien cf cur fellewcrs, we determined te
preceed tc Guugcetree, whence the sacred Ganges takes its rise. The nearest reute
frem Kmsalee te Gungectrce may be traversed in fcur days, but the natives always
endcavcm~ te dissuade travellers frcm taking it at any seascu cf the year, recemmending
in preference a lewer, mere circuiteus, and therefere lcnger way. The mere direct
read leads ever a great arm cf the Bundinpeecli meuntain, which separates the valleys,
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er rather channels, threugh which the sacred rivers hurry frcm their icy birth-place.
The greater part ef this tract is desert, and uninhabited, cenducting the wayfarer
thrcugh regiens cf ruck and snew, destitute cf the dwellings cf man, er cf supplies fer
his use; there is danger alsc that fuel may be wanting fer that necessary selace te the
weary, a blasing fire, while the necessity cf dispensing with everything like superflucus
baggage must eblige the party te rest at night in caves and clefts cf the ruck.

1'-Lrnid the must fermidable evils reperted ef this reute is the his-Ira-Icetce, er peiseneus
wind, said te blew ever the highest ridge, and te exhale frcm nexieus plants en the
lJerders—a very natural suppesitien ameng a race cf peeple ignerant ef the effects pre-
dueed en the atmesphere at sc great an elevatien. Yielding tc the universal clamcur,
we censented te take the lenger and safer path; but seme friends, whe were ebliged te
ferege the jeurney te Gungeetree, cressed inte the valley ef the Ganges by a very
diflicult and remantic reute. after parting ccmpany at Banass, they descended te the
banks cf the Bhim, a rearing terrent, rushing beneath precipices upwards ef twe theu-
saud perpendicular feet frcm the river; the eagles, wheeling threugh the sky frcm their
eyries near the summit, appearing net larger than crews. The ascent then led ever a
meuntain cevered with cedars, a neble fcrest, net uncheerful, theugh marked with
sembre grandeur.

The next day’s march cenducted the party aleng the banks cf a terrent which
pcm*ed dewn the face ef a meuntain frcm a bed cf snew near its summit. The day was
celd, the greund hard with frest, but the air bracing, and the scenery wild and mag-
nificent. A lung and teilseme ascent ever Unchi-ghati fellewed: scrambling up the
bed cf a stream ever reugh stenes, rendered slippery frcm being cased in ice, they
reached the limit ef the cedar fcrest, and subsequently came te birch and small rhede-
dendrcn. The scene then assimied a very wintry aspect, and seen everything like
feliage was left behind ; attaining the crest ef the pass, which was cevered with snew,
and at an elevatien cf seme hundred feet abeve the limit ef the fcrest, en leeking back
en Bundurpeech, Duti Is-Ianji, and Ilachuncha peak and ridge, few scenes cf mere
sublime grandeur ceuld be feund threugheut the whele cf these stupendeus regiens.
The prcspect cf range after range td the seuth and east was very extensive; an ecean
cf ridges in ene wide amphitheatre, clesed in by the line ef the snewy meuntains
resting their fantastic peaks against the dark blue shy. Bclew, the ccurse cf the
Bhagirati ceuld be traced, which, after issuing frcm its gigantic bed cf snew, rejeicing
in its escape frcm the wintry meimtains, and their rugged and awful appreaches, fiews
in tranquil beauty threugh a peaceful valley. In descending the seuth-east side cf the
pass, the birch which had clcthed the previens path, gave place te pines and evergreen
eaks, which grew in great abundance in advance cf the ceda.r ; the rhedcdendrcn,
which near the crest was merely a creeper, became a tree, a change in the nature cf
vegetaticn marking the different heights, which is exceedingly interesting tc the
traveller.

The descent cf this meuntain te Nanghng was lung and painful, and te Em-cpeans
a new reute, the generality cf travellers cressing the ridge frcm the Jumna tc the
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Ganges, either higher up er lewer dcwn ; but the next dayis march cempensated fer
all the fatigue incurred in its appreach. Descending te the Biui-ke-Garb, a terrent
rushing dcwn a high ridge te the nerthward, the glen which it watered preved ef
surpassing beauty; nething ceuld exceed the lcveliness ef the feliage which clcthed
this summer valley, er rather vista; fer, epening en a view ef the precipiteus heights cf
the Unchhgheti, it cent-rasted its remantic attract-iens with the sublimer features ef
the meuntains beyend. liteaching the jimctien ef the Bini and the Bhagirati, the
hely name given te the sacred river, the travellers feund the Ganges a neble stream,
much wider and deeper than the Jumna at the same distance frcm its sem'ce, but net
se tmnultueus.

Descending te Nangiing by a difl'erent ruute te that already mentiened, we alse
were cempelled te enceimter many difficulties; .the prespects, hewever, repaid them.
Equally grand, theugh different in character te these last described, at a very cen-
siderable depth belew, we leeked upen a cultivated scene, the hanging terraces, cemmen
te these hills, waving with grain, and watered by winding streams, and running aleng
the bases ef high weedy ridges, semetimes sheeting up inte peaks crewned with pine-
trees. Beyend, again, were the eternal meuntains, in all their varieties; snew resting
en the crests ef seme, ethers majestically greuped with venerable timber, and et-hers
bleak, bare, and barren, rising in frewning majesty frcm the green and smmy slepes
which smiled belew. Between these different ranges, ran deep ravines, dark with
impenetrable fercsts, rendered mere savage by the awful music ef the terrents rearing
threugh their fastnesses, while presently their streams, issuing ferth inte epcn day,
were seen winding reund green spets bright with fruit-trees. Such, er nearly such,
fer every traveller sees them under a different medium, were the prespects which
beguiled us as we slipped and slid dcwn the steep side ef the meuntain-pass. Fanghng
fermed em‘ halting place; several days’ march still lay befere us; and there were mere
memitains te climb, mere fe1'ests te thread. "We new ebserved a diversity in the
timber, chesnuts ef magnificent grewth being the prevailing tree. Om* spertsmen
feund plenty ef game: the menal, the feathered wender ef the Himalaya, and ether
varieties cf the pheasant-tribe, peepled these vast selihldes, and paid tribute te the guns
ef the invading strangers.

We met with seme delightful halting-places en the line ef march-—-grassy terraces
carpeted with strawberry and wild ilewers, where the cewslip, the primrese, and the
buttercup breught the pranked-cut fields ef eur native ceuntry strengly te the mind.
Many cf the travellers in the Himalaya are meved even te rapture at the sight ef the
first daisy which springs spentaneensly en their path; as an exetic in seme garden ef
the plains, it excites deep emetien ; but grewing wild, spangling the meadew-grass with
its silvery stars, it becemes iniinitely mere interesting, and the heme-sick pining exile
will eften gather its earliest-enceuntered blessem weeping.

Leaving this luxuriant vegetatien, we arrived at a wild spet, the summit ef a ridge
cf peaks cevered with snew ; and theugh the prcspect was mere circumscribed, and ef
greater sameness, we enjcyed it amasingly. ‘We seemed te be hemmed in en all sides
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with thick-ribbed ice, transpcrted te antarctic snews, imprisened amid icebergs, vast
freezing, and impassable. Presently, liewever, we emerged, and, descending threugh
the snew, reached the beundary line between the districts cf the Jutuna and the
Ganges. The extreme limit ef these river-territeries were marked in the manner
usually empleyed in rude and deselate places, by heaps ef stene—many raised by
Eurepeans, whe thus cemmemerate their pilgrimage. These cairns being destitute cf
an inscriptien, it is impessible te say whe the adventm*eus architects were, since ne
Eurepean name has any chance ef being retained in its primitive ferm by a native.

The next peint ef great interest is the summit ef a ridge whence the first view ef
the Ganges is ebtained ; a sight which never fails te raise the dreeping spirits ef the
Hindee fellewers, and which excites ne small degree ef enthusiasm in the breast ef the
Christian travellers. The sacred river, as seen frem this height, flews in a dark, rapid,
and bread stream, and, theugh at ne great apparent distance, must still be reached by
mere than ene teilseme march. lirem a height abeut twe miles frem Gungeetree, the
first glimpse, and that a partial ene, is ebtainable cf that hely place, which lies seques-
tered in a glen cf the deepest selitude, lenely and almest inaccessible, fer few there are
whe ceuld persevere in surmeunting the dificulties ef the appreach. Censiderable
distances must be traversed ever prejecting masses ef reugh stenes, flinty, peinted, and
uncertain, many being leese, and threatening te rell ever the enterprising individual
whe attempts the rugged way. Semetimes the face ef the reek must be climbed frem
clifl’ te cliff ; at ethers, where there is ne resting-place fer hand er feet, ladders are
placed in aid ef the ascent ; while awful chasms between are passed en seme frail spar
flimg acress. These herrid reeks weuld seem indeed te ferm invincible ebstacles
te the appreach ef the hely place, but religieus enthusiasm en t-he ene hand, and
scientific research stimulated by curiesity en the ether, render the barrier inadequate
fer the purpese ef resisting the invasiens ef man. The difficult nature cf the access,
hewever, prevents the eence1n*se ef pilgrims, whe resert te mere easily-attainable spets
esteemed sacred en this hallewed river.

The grandeur ef the scene which epened upen us, as we at length steed upen the
thresheld ef Gungeetree, cannet be described by werds. Recks were piled upen reeks
in awful majesty, all shivered inte peints, which rise ene upen anether in splendid cen-
fusien, enclesing a glen ef the wildest nature, where the Ganges, beautiful in every
haunt, frem its infancy te its final junctien with the ecean, peurs its shallew waters
ever a bed ef shingle, diversified by jutting reeks, and even here shadewed by the
splendid feliage ef seme fine eld trees. The devetee whe undeubtingly believes that
every step that he takes tewards the scurce ef that hely river, which frem his infancy
he has been taught te leek upen as a ‘deity, will lead him inte beatitude, is centcnt te
seek its erigin at (irungeetree, but the true sem'ce ef the sacred stream lies still higher,
in still mere inaccessible selitudes: and it was reserved fer the ardeur ef these whe
measured the altitudes ef the highest peaks, and penetrated te the utmest limits ef
mau’s deminien, te trace the exact birth-place ef the hely river. Captains Iledgsen
and Herbert, in IBIS, feund, at the height ef thirteen theusand eight hundred feet
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above the sea-level, the Bhagarati, or true Ganges, issuing from beneath a low arch at
the base of a vast mass of froccn s11ow, nearly three himdred feet in height, and composed
of diiterent layers, each several feet in thickness, and in all probability the accmnulation
of ages. Neither here, nor at Gungootree, is there anything resembling a cow"s month,
to support the popular fable, which must have been invented by persons utterly
unacquainted with the true features of the scene in which the sacred river gladdens
earth with its ever-hounteous waters.

A pilgrimage to Gungootree is accounted one of the most meritorious actions which
a Hindoo can perform _; and in commemoration of his visit to this holy place, a Ghoorka
ohicftain has left a memorial of his conquests and his piety, in a small pagoda, erected
in honour of the goddess on a platform of rock, about twenty feet higher than the bed
of the river. The hrahmins who have the care of this temple are accommodated with
habitations i.n its close vicinitlv, and there are a few sheds for the temporary residence
of pilgrims, many of whom, however, are content with such shelter as the neighbouring
caves afllord. The usual ceremonies of bathing, praying, and marking the forehead, are
gone through at this place, the ofliciating brahmin taking care that the 'fees shall be
duly paid. Notwithstanding the stern and sullen nature of his retreat, at some periods
of the 5-"ear he may be said to lead a busy life, conversing with devout pilgrims, and
carriers of water to distant lands, who require his seal to authenticate their burdens _;
and making the most out of all his visitors, whatever their country or their creed may
be. Though dispensing with his orisons, we paid him for his services ; and it seemed a
matter of indifference to him on what account he received the cash.

THE SNUWY RANGE, FROM LANDUUR.

Tun plains of India may with justice he deemed one vast prison, in which the sun,
aided at one period of the j,-'ear by the hot winds, acts the part of jailor. It is only
during a brief interval in the morning and evening that escrcisc can he taken with
impunity, eacept during the cold season, and even then we require a carriage or a
horse. Emancipation, therefore, from these restraints, the power of wandering at will
in the open air, and the invigorating influence of the bracing atmosphere upon om‘
frames, rendered the part}; on their arrival at Mussooree like captives newly liberated
from a dungeon, or schoolboys breaking loose from their desks.

A road l1as been cut at the elevation of seven thousand feet above the level of the
sea, which completely encircles the height chosen for the sanitariuin of Landom', permit-
ting the residents to make an easy e:v.cm*sion of four miles, either on horseback or on foot,
every step of the way being fraught with objects of beauty and interest. I-Iere we find
mingled with the standard apricot, which grows in great abundance over the hills, the
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oak, the pine, the holly, the walnut, and cherry; raspberries, strawberries, and l_1];,1.;;i.;_
berries, appear in the most delightful luxuriance; daisies, primroses, and violets enamel
the groimd ; and the wild rose flings down its silken leaves in crimson showers. I-Iere
objects comparatively humble continually arrest the attention, even in the midst of the
imposing scenery which meets the eye at every point.

In no place can the snowy range of the Himalaya be seen to more advantage than
from the western side of Landour ; the distance, thirty miles, being that which is best
calculated to produce the finest effect. From this point they rise with a majesty and
distinctness, which is in some measure lost when the traveller, at a nearer approach, gets
shut in as it were amid lofty peaks, which cncumscribe his view,; and in consequence of
the extraordinary purity of the atmosphere, they appear to the eye to be much nearer than
they are in reality, especially immediately after sunrise. The intermediate country is
then veiled in mist, spreading like a lake, and the snowy eminences beyond, arising on
its margin, when lighted. up by the slanting rays of the sun, seem as if they could be
gained by an easy elfort; and it is not until these silvery mists have cleared away, and
the snu shines out with broader splendom', revealing the true state of the case, that the
illusion is dispelled. Dhawallaghiri, the white mountain, in which the river Ghimduck
has its soiu*ce, is considered to be the most lofty of these peaks; its height has not been
exactly determined, but those accoimts which are esteemed to be the most accurate,
render it twenty- seven thousand four hundred feet above the level of the sea. Jum-
noutri and Gungoutri, whence the Jumna and Ganges have their birth, are next i11
succession, both exceeding twenty-four thousand feet, and the latter-named is the most
highly honoured by the natives, who aflirm that on its topmost summit Mahadeo has
erected his throne, while others reverence the whole mountain as a god.

Villages are to be found at an elevation of fo1n*teen thousand feet, but a site of this
altitude is not healthy, and the inhabitants have a very wretched appearance _; cultiva-
tion has been carried five hunmed feet farther, and vegetation does not totally cease
until stopped, at sixteen thousand feet, by that eternal barrier of snow which asserts
supreme dominion over the sublime wastes above. From another point the eye embraces
that splendid range of mountains through which the sacred river forces its impetuous
course, now fretting along a narrow channel which it has worn amid the rocks, and
now flinging itself down in glittering volumes from height to height, until, at length
emerging to the view, it is seen winding and wandering along the level country, a thread
of silver which the eye follows till it is lost in the distance.

Daaaled by the attempt to distinguish minute and distant objects, we turn with
delight to the rich yet sober tints of the surrounding hills, their splendid p1u'ples and
browns, with here and there the sun bringing out some brighter foliage, while below
the landscape assumes a different style of beauty. A series of undulations, diversified
with plain and valley, thickly wooded, and showing in its patches of cultivation, its
towns, villages, and isolated buildings, that man holds empire o’er the soil. Here we
may trace the windings of many roads, and the courses of those fertilizing streams
which go gently mnrmming along in every direction.
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From the crest of the Sowa Khola ridge, at a short distance from this place, the
whole valley of Deyrah Dhoon, the small Sewalik range which encloses it to the south,
and the dim plains of Saharunpore still farther in the distance, bm'sts upon the
delighted gase; the snowy moimtains forming the magnificent background, and the
monarch of the secondary belt, the sublime Choor, standing out beyond the rest;
while in the vast expanse of plain, the silver lines of the Ganges and Jumna come
shining through the hase.

In our eagerness to reach hlusscoree, we had neglected the beauties of Rajpore,
which is really an exceedingly pretty village, sudiciently elevated to admit of a clear
and unobstructed view of the ever-beautiful Dhoou : beyond it there are some natural
objects worth visiting, one being the dripping rock of Shansa Dhare. From the pre-
cipitous height of overhanging rock, a stream descends in continual showers, each drop
producing a petrifaction. The cliff being worn away by the perpetual action of the
water, has assumed a cavernous appearance, formed entirely of spar, here and there
presenting basins for the reception of the element, which is cool, clear, and agreeable
to the taste. A brahmin has of comee established himself in a place which may be
called a natmnl temple, and it is accordingly dedicated to Maharleo. Opposite, in
another direction, we come to a spring containing sidphmeous particles, rising out of
a mass of limestone, which tinges the surrounding stones with its colouring matter.
At Mala Pani the attention is attracted to an object of a very different description, but
one which can scarcely fail to excite a strong degree of interest in the breast of every
British traveller; it is a monument erected to the memory of general Gillespie, and
the officers who fell before the fortress of Kalunga. This mausoleum stands on a
platform of table-land, on the summit of a hill near the scene of action. The attack
of lilalunga cost a sea of blood, for the Ghoorka invaders so resolutely defended the
country of which they had forcibly possessed themselves, that even practised troops
found great difficulty in their subjugation. The walls of this once formidable fortress
were raced to the ground after it fell into our hands, and its situation is now only
indicated by a rude cairn of brick, with a staff i11 the centre.

‘JILLAGE UF KUGHEIIA Alli} Dllllllhll. FOREST,
NEAR THE CHUDR.

Tnis pretty and picturesque village is distinguished for the remarkable height and
luxuriance of a species of larch, which botanists designate as the pines dcodorc. The
group represented in the accompanying engraving afibrds a good specimen of the cha-
racter of this fine tree, which attains an almost incredible height in some parts of the
hill-districts ; the tallest of those delineated, measming one hundred and sixty feet,
while very good authorities assert that some are to be found a himdred and eighty feet
in height.
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The Choor mountain, from its great altitude and peculiar situation, presents every
variety of vegetation which these mountainous regions aiford, and it is scarcely necessary
to proceed further, in order to make omeelves acquainted with the leafy products of the
hills. p The bases of the mountains a.re carpeted with flowers, anemones and ranuncu-
Iuses mingling themselves with the violet, the cowslip, and the daisy, while the forest
scenery is rich and luxuriant to the highest degree. The rhododendron, with its profuse
and superb scarlet blossoms, is succeeded by oak, walnut, birch, elm, and lastly pines,
for the highest of the two peaks being covered for a considerable period of the year
with snow, is destitute of verdure; and the second, composed of immense granite blocks,
is also bare of trees. Where the snow had melted, it revealed stunted shrubs of juniper
and entrant, and a little lower down, at an elevation of eleven thousand five hundred
feet, the most splendid pines in the world rear their majestic heads. The ferns of these
ranges are peculiarly beautiful, and in great variety, while fruit of every kind abound;
and the appearance of a species of bamboo at an elevation of seven thousand feet,
affords reason to believe that many of the products, now exclusively confined to the
plains, might be cultivated with success.

We only observed two species of monkeys, but they were exceedingly numerous ;
one a magnificent lungoor, the other the common brown monkey. The first is upon a
much larger scale, and decidedly superior to the hmgoor common to many parts of
Hindustan. His face is extremely black, and he has a fine wig of silvery white hair to
contrast with it. The rest of the body is nearly pure white, with dark fore and hind
legs, and, when standing upright, may at a distance be taken for one of the hmnan
deniaens of these hills. He is a fearless and powerful beast, condescending perhaps just
to give the wall to his biped superior; and, if attacked, especially when backed by his
companions, proving a very formidable adversary. These hmgoors have all the fantastic
tricks of their race; and, in the dearth of other occupations, their antics aiford eon-
siderable amusement. Monkeys, though not objects of veueratiou in these hills, are
tolerated, notwithstanding the mischief which their depredations occasion to the
husbaudnum. Large troops are continually to be seen in the corn-fields, and the crops,
never too abundant for the wants of the people, must suifer very serious diminution
from the reckless nature of the havoc committed.

Emulating monkeys in the rapidity of their motions, the flying squirrels dart down
from the branches of the trees, and skip about with astonishing agility. The species is
nimierously scattered throughout the hills, and some attain a very large sise ; their fur
is a pleasing colour, and as soft as velvet, and will probably, when the value of the hill-
products become better known, be sought after as an article of commerce. The otter,
though not numerous, is found in the mountain-streams; one caught in the Pahar was
nearly white, and much smaller than the common kind. The game as well as the flsh
have to contend with many enemies; and amid those which prey upon 13116 llJI'I11B1‘, is the
pine marten, an animal armed with all the destructiveness common to the species in other
parts of the world. "We have seen them in small packs, and hence infer that they lnmt
in company. The more solitary depredator, the fox, a quadruped exceedingly deficient

e
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in what phrenelegists term the ergan ef adhesiveness, is very plentiful upen these
meuntains ; the wisdem imputed te the speeies, teaehing it never te quit se seeure
an asylum, even fer a flying visit te the Dheen, where it weuld he inevitably hnnted,
theugh it prewls amengst the reeks immediately everhanging the valley. The_fe:s ef
the Himalaya difi'ers eensiderably frem the beautiful little animal ef the plains, whese
delieate blue fur is se mueh in request at heme. The meuntain-speeies is mneh larger
in sise, and theugh the eelem' varies, it is usually a reddish gray with dark eeeasienal
patehes, nearly appreaehing te blaek ; the brush, whieh is very handseme, is a feet leng,
and the fer itself generally measures three feet eleveninehes in its entire length. It is
a very fine ereatLn'e, and, did the nature ef the eeuntry permit, weuld deubtless eeeasien
eseellent spert. The Ninneds ef the East vainly speeulate upen the neble bursts whieh
these fenes weuld afferd te a paelc ef heimds upen the plains, eeuld the breed be estab-
lished in sneh eapital hunting-greunds ; as, hewever, se netable a design is net feasible,
they are fain te be eentent with slaying them whenever an eppertunity is given fer
a fair shet.

RUINS ABOUT THE TA] MAHAL, AGRA.

Tue fermer eatent and splendeur ef the city ef Agra may be traeed by the number ef
the ruins whieh spread themselves arennd upen every side. ‘Fast traets eevered with
eld buildings, the remains ef wells, and fragments ef walls, whieh eriginally fleinished
in the midst ef verdure, and under the shade ef ferest trees, new enly render the wide
waste ef sand, whieh has swallewed up all vegetatien, still mere deselate. The eeuntry
between the fert ef Agra and the Taj Mahal is a perfeet desert; and visiters, after
winding their way threugh an arid plain, enly diversified by sand-heaps and erurnbling
masses ef stene, eeme, as if by enehantment, upen the luauriant gardens whieh still
adern the mauseleum where New Jehan and the beautiful partner ef his threne sleep
in undisturbed repese.

The marble eupela seen te the left ef the plate, erewns a beautiful musjid er mesqne,
attaehed te the Taj ; beyend, flanked by its slender minars, the Taj itself appears; a.nd
in the distanee the eye rests upen the eupelas and turrets ef the magnificent gateway
whieh ferms the prineipal entranee ef this terrestrial paradise. Censtant irrigatien is
neeessary in India, te preserve the beauty ef gardens, whieh seen disappears if net een-
tinnally refreshed by the revivifying stream. The pleasure-greunds belenging te the
Taj Mahal are watered daily during the dry seasen ; and they are elethed in perpetual
verdure, while the surreunding eeuntry is a wilderness.

The arehed gateway represented in the plate, leads inte an enelesure ef eensiderable
eritent, intervening between the plain and the gardens ef the Taj. Many buildings ef
the same naimre skirt these beautiful gardens, and seme have been fitted up fer the
residenees ef Eiwepean families during the rains, the enly seasen in whieh native
habitatiens, hewever splendid, ean be easily eenverted inte eemfertable abedes fer
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strangers, item a eelder ceuntry ; it being beth difficult te eaelude the het winds, and
te warm chambers, epen te every breath ef heaven, sufliciently during the eeld weather‘
The natives themselves are eentent te envelep their persens in thick elething; the men
wear several shawls, and the wemen put en waclded garments and entra veils, during
a peried in which the English residents shut up their deers and windews and sit
areuud fires.

The superier eleganee ef the native architecture renders it a subject fer regret that
se few cf the deserted buildings, in the neighbeurheed ef British eantenments, sheuld
have been adapted te the use ef the new-cemers : ene er twe ef the mesques and tembs
ef Agra have been fitted up fer the receptien cf the families cf resident civilians _; but
the greater number ef the Eurepean pepulatien are ledged in encessively ugly bungalews,
built with the eld bricks which eever miles ef the suburbs ef Agra, and which may be
had fer the treuble ef fetching them. A few ef the newly-censtructed heuses are in
better taste, after the Italian manner; but these eccur tee seldem te atene fer the
frightful and barnliltc appearance ef the rest. The gardens attached te these heuses,
theugh large, lu:-turiant, and well planted, are tee much iselated frem them te impreve
their general aspeet ; and the enly attempt te beautify the tract exclusively eccupied
by military residents in the clese neighbeurheed ef the Taj Mahal, has been made by
the intreductien ef Parlzinsenias. These trees, eriginally imperted frem the Cape
by Celenel Parkinsen, thrive well, with very little attentien, in the mest arid spets.
Wlien mingled with ethers, they weuld be very attractive, but their leaves being entirely
ehscimed by an abundance ef bright yellew flewers, their effect, when scattered singly
ever a sandy plain, is any thing rather than pleasing. The ceurt a11d ceuncil ef the
new presidency will find much te dc upen their arrival at Agra, and there is fertunately
abundance ef material fer the eaercise ef taste and talent.

The ch1n'ch belenging te the eantenments is a very handseme struct1n'e, built under
the superintendence ef an eficer ef engineers. Several cscellent architects are te be feund
in this department ef the service, and Agra is much indebted te the gentleman whe has
held an appeintment fer seme years in the beard ef W[1I'l{S at that statien, fer the im-
prevements which he has intreduced inte the interiers ef the bungalews built Lmder his
directien. The necessity ef censulting ecenemy, and ef excluding the heat, have es-
ceedingly injured the entward appearance ef Angle-Indian residences in the prevince ;
but theugh, at Agra, beth the brick and the cnieaie heuses [the name given te these
eenstructed ef unbal-ted mud] are miracles cf ugliness, many ef the interiers are finished
with great elegance. The best beast cf chimney-pieces ef marble chunam, and the walls
are decerated with meuldings and eernices, which take away frem the hlealt and dese-
late air usually the characteristics ef these unsephisticated edifices. A great deal,
hewever, still remains te be dene _; and altheugh military residents have net very
estensive funds at their dispesal, sheuld a spirit ef emulatien be created amengst them,
they will at least plant eut what it may he impessible te pull dcwn allil 17'?-Illlljld, fllltl
thus render the eantenments cf Agra mere werthy ef their beautiful neighbe1n', the
Taj Mahal. _ __
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IIUNJEET SIllGH’S liliflall-iPlllllllT AT_B.0U]?Ull,

UN THE RIVER EUTLEJ.

Denise the peried in which Lerd Wifliam Bentincl-2 held the reins cf gevernment
in India, a teur which he made threugheut the Bengal territery, and i11te the Hills,
afferded an eppertunity cf a meeting with his highness the maha-rajah, Runjeet Singh,
the great Seil: chieftain, lerd cf the Pinijab, er Ceuntry ef Feur Rivers, eenquerer cf
Cashmere and Meultan, undisputed master cf the mest fertile eeuntry cf India, and
pessesser ef revenues te the ameunt ef twe creres (milliens) a year. It was generally
understeed that this meeting had seme great pclitical ebject in view, and that its inten-
tien was, te induce eur pewerful neighbeur te enter inte a defensive alliance with eur
gevernment, in erder te gain by treaty the navigatien ef the Indus, fer the mere
speedy trauspert cf treeps by steam frem Bembay, in case ef the necessity ef strength-
ening the defences en eur nerth-west frentier. The spet selected fer the interview
might be called classic, since it has been made memerahle by alferding a passage aeress
the Sutlej te Nadir Shah in his invasien ef India; while the river itself is still mere cele-
brated as being thc Hyphasis cf Ale":-Lauder the Great, and the beundary ef his Eastern
cenquests. Iteepur is beautifully situated ameng the lewer skirts cf the Himalaya,
where the Sutlej first waters the plains; and the splendid encampment en either side
cf the river shewed te great advantage amid the lew ranges ef hills and weedy valleys
cf the landscape.

Runjeet Singh’s army eccupied the right hank, and prebably equalled in magnifi-
cence any display ever made by the gergeeus satraps ef the East. The spet chesen fer
the temperary palace ef the chieftain eshibited te great advantage the peculiar ingenuity
cf native talent, which is never sc faveurably empleyed as in the cenversien ef seme
desert waste inte a scene which leelts like the werlt cf the fabled genii ef the seil.
A space ef abeut eight. acres cf sand having been marked eut, the interstices between
the intended erectiens were sewed with a quicl:-grewing herb, and ltept censtantly
watered; when, therefere, the paviliens and tents were raised, they appeared te he
sinreuuded by parterres ef the brightest green. Nething ceuld eaceed the splendeur
ef these tents, which gleamed with the richest draperies cf crimsen, purple, scarlet, and
geld, supperted en gilt pillars, and having awnings embreidered, and fringed, and
tasselled, in the mest cestly manner. A wall ef hanauts, as they are called in India,
en which crimsen with a lining cf yellew satin was substituted fer canvass, enclesed the
paviliens en three sides, having epeuings in the shape cf lefty gateways, with tewers at
each angle, the river ruiming in frent, and reflecting the whele ef this barbaric pemp
upen its pelished surface. abeve, upen a ledge ef reek, the highly gergeeus scene was
crewned by a paiilien fermed ef panels ef weed plated with silver, and all arennd were
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splendid gr-cups ef caparisened elephants, war-herses, and camels. Beyend, the several
camps ef the maha-rajah’s army eccupied picturesque pesitiens ameng the hills, which
epened te a- view ef the snewy range beunding the distance.

Runjeet Singh’s entrance inte his ewn camp, in peint cf pump and circumstance,
will bear a cemparisen with the mest estentatieus display cf Asiatic magnificence upen
recerd. The treeps were drawn up te receive him, superbly arrayed: a squadren cf
lancers, wearing yellew satin vestments, richly embreidered with geld, and headed by
eficers glittering with jewels; the infantry, cemprising sir. batalliens, each eight
hrmdred streng, were handseme uniferms in the Eurepean style ; and the mtillery, which
censisted ef ferty guns, was well served and appeinted: the mest interesting pcrtien,
hewever, te a stranger, being ene which is se strengly characteristic cf a native army,
the Srn*war camels, twe hundred in number, each decerated with hensings cf crimsen
and geld, and carrying a swivel. Then there were the principal eflicers, sumptueusly
arrayed, meunted upen elephants, and afibrding, as they steed in clusters ef three er
feLn*, betiveen the leng files ef seldiers, herse and feet, a scrt cf selid buttress, which
had a very impesing appearance. The lines ef seldiers were further diversified by
greups eccupying the centre, ceusisting ef the chiefs cf battaliens, all gems and geld.
Presently a gun was fired, anneuncing the appearance cf the maha-rajah, and a swarm
ef elephants appeared upen the scene, the stately phalanzr smreunded en all sides by
irregular treeps, lancers, and matchleclr men, whe, upen their spirited but well-trained
herses, careered aleng with headleng speed, apparently in the mest diserderly manner,
tilting, jeusting, and curvetting, as they hmried wildly en, theugh, when necessary,
drawing up their herses in the midst cf a charge, and turning aside, with ertraerdinary
ease and de.s.terity, when upen the peint cf enccuntcring seme fermidable ebstacle.
This wild pageant having passed, a grave-lcelring pe.rsenage, mest splendidly attired,
appeared upen a prancing steed, ringing with geld and silver ernaments, then anether
trcep, seme in chain-armc1n', and all in fanciful but superb cestumes, and then, at least
a hundred yards behind, like the here ef seme scenic display, in the midst ef a small
greup cf elephants, and eccupying a hewdah cf geld, placed upen the tallest and mest
majestic ef these animals, came the mighty satrap himself. His apprcach was the
signal fer a discharge cf artillery en beth sides the river which made the distant
echees 1'i11g.

The splendeur cf the eutward garnishing cf Runjeet Singhis temperary abede was
net shamed by any discrepancy in the interier arrangements, everything belenging te
the establishment cf this barbaric lerd being in keeping. The twe principal tents were
fermed cf scarlet and purple bread-clcth, ene lined with yellew satin, and the ether
with shawls, and edged and decerated with geld ; their superb Maperies being supperted
upen massy peles, plated with geld, and richly chased. Twe cf the smaller paviliens
were fermed cf crimsen velvet, embreidered with geld in a rich pattern ef letus leaves;
all the awnings were cf scarlet clcth, the repes cf crimsen silh, and the greund spread
with carpets ef the mest cestly descriptien, seme being cf shawls, and eth ers cf yellew
velvet, embreidered with crimsen and geld.

n
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The British camp, cf ce1n~se, shewed peer, in cemparisen with that cf a chief whe
seemed te have hreught all Bekhara’s vaunted geld, and all the gems cf Samarcand, te
the display , nevertheless, it was cf a character befitting the representatives cf a natien
beasting mere cf internal riches than cf eutward shew; and Runjeei Singh himself, in
the midst cf his glittering array, seemed much impressed with the appearance made by
his British allies. The number cf Etuepeans present, twe hing’s cerps, the 16th
lancers, and the 31 st regiment, being in the gcverner’s train, appeared te give hire heth
surprise and pleas1.u'e. He regarded these treeps with evident astenishment, and
remarlted te these persens abeut him, that they were all se fair and yeung, they lucked
lilte gentle1uen—cemparing them te the sahihs cf his acquaintance. He espressed
himself alse highly delighted with the whele cf the treeps, and with their mcvements
as they went threugh the several evelutiens after the mest apprcved system cf military
tactics; and the review being ended, he erdered a largess, censisting cf several mule-
leads cf rupees, te be distributed ameng the seldiers. Hcwever rapacieus the maha-
rajah may have been in his character ef severeign, upen this eccasien he displayed atrnly
prince-like liberality, presenting shawls and silk te everyhedy whe paid their respects
tc him. He alse eccasiened several cf the seldiers and camp-fellewers, whe had been
induced by cnricsity te recenneitre the precincts cf his tented fields, te be called befere
hire, and dismissed them with handseme presents. I-Ie was much pleased with the
equipments cf the British seldiers, especially the lancers _; and theugh it is impessihle
tc say whether ears se well accustemed te the din and dissenance cf native music ceuld
relish the mere subdued harmeny cf eur instrumental perferrners, he gave a thcnsand
rupees te each cf the bands acceinpanying Lerd "Williau"1’s esccrt.

The Seiks, er Singhs, are a medern sect cf Hindees, ditfering censiderably frcm
their mere erthedcs brethren, since they will eat the flesh cf any animal, escepting
that ef the cew. These peeple are fcllcwers cf Baha Nanul-1, whe several cent1.n*ies age
fcunded the sect, inte which he admitted cenverts cf all deneniinatiens. The dectrines
prcmulgated hy this persen have, hewever, been lest sight cf in the lapse cf ages, fer
he insisted upen the renunciaticn cf idelatry, and the abeljtien cf caste, directing the
attentien cf his fellewers te the precepts cf a beeh cempiled by persens entering inte
these views, called the Adi Grunth. Baha Nannies cenverts were in the first instance
deneminated Seihs (disciples), and were a peaceable race 5 but being persecuted, their
high-priest, Gevind, the tenth in descent, changed the appellation te that ef Singh (lien),
and called upen them te resist their eppressers, and take up the swerd. Becoming
warlihe, and spreading themselves ever the Punjab, they ebtained pessessicn cf the
whele ceuntry 5 but their religien has deterierated.

The array cf Itunjeet Siugh had been disciplined under the cemmand cf twe
French ciiicers cf very distinguished Iuerit, whe intrednced the tactics and system
cf their ewn nat-icn; and, in censequence, the French legicn cf cavalry, and the
regular inientry, were ccnsidered te he in a high state cf field eficiency. Runjeet
t3iugh’s ewn persenal bedy-guard censisted cf a hind ct‘ legicn cf heucur, cempesed
cf picked men, arrayed in gergeeus dresses and rich arme1n*, and ccnsidered tc
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be the chic of the army. These troopers were all tried shots, and at eighty yards
could hit a small brass pot with a matehlock. The horse artillery of Runjeelfs army
consisted of guns of small calibre, and their field equipment resembled that of om*
late fort-batteries, and consequently such field-pieces would be no match for our horse-
artillery.

Gaseaar. assrnaer or rue Fears, Dnnnance, awn annr, or Liana-Raran Rut-user Bison,
ar rue Peuron or rue Esoanrnssr ar Iloor-en.

Forts . . . . . .. Ii]
Guns in ditto . 103
Guns in Horse Artillery, commanded by Natives . 53
Guns in Foot Artillery, commanded by Natives . 14%
Mortars .. .. 9
Toombroralas, or swivel-guns, mounted on camels .. 3'1]-5
Irregular Cavalry, commanded by I'-faizives .. . 43,300
Regular Cavalry, commanded by General Allard -5,E{lD
Infantry commanded by three other French Ufiicers .. . 5;‘:-"39
Infantry commanded by Native Uifieers . .. 7195"
Uolmidause .. . .. ],5l]{]'

Grand total of the .o.rn1y 7313i-WI‘

VALLEY OF THE DHUON WITH THE GANGES IN THE DISTANCE,

1"l't{JI\I THF LANDDUII RIDGE.

Itnrunlvrne to Mussooree, we were again gratified with a view of the ever-beautiful
valley of Deyrah stretching out before us, with the Ganges hastening towards the plains
through its devious windings.

After om‘ long sojourn under canvass, we found the houses at Mussooree, though
neither so spacious nor so elegant as those at Simla, erceedingly convenient and
agreeable. Upon cold evenings we particularly enjoyed a fire, the companion always
so acceptable to an Englishman: it is true, we had managed to warm our tents, when
fuel was plentiful, by means of wood embers, which were placed, while in a red heat,
in large brass basins, and which dilfnsed a genial glow throughout the apartment, but
this coutrivancc lacked the blase which the lover of the fire-side always delights to
provoke. ‘We found very encellent society at Mussooree, the station being greatly on
the increase ; and though our enperience might have rendered us somewhat fastidious,
we thought the scenery charming. Unsatiated by our forest wanderings, we followed
with fresh seat the rugged and intricate footpaths which led to the dilferent points,
whence the view sometimes embraced romantic glens, and small amphitheatres of rocks ,;
and at others ranged bonndlessly over an illimitable space, the distance being softened
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into the tint of the atmosphere, and rendering it impossible to distinguish the heavens
from the earth.

The close vicinity of the valleys of Kearda and Deyrah Dhoon to Mussooree, renders
the station particularly agreeable to parties who are fond of going out in search of
tigers. The surrounding forests abour-d with bears, leopards, and wild elephants, but
they live in comparative safety, since the coverts are so heavy, and so completely cut
up liy ravines, that they are inaccessible to the mounted sportsman. Lower down,
however, where the tiger chiefly roams, elephants may be brought against the tawny
monarch. A battue of this kind, when there are several elephants in the field, and a
proportionate number of scouts md heaters, affords a wild and picturesque group, in
strict keeping with the jungle scenery. The men upon the look-out usually climb the
neighbouring trees, whence they can give advices concerning the whereabout of the
savage, who, though eften charging with great gallantry, even when first aroused, more
frequently endeavoins to make his way to some place of greater security. Having
received intelligence that three tigers had taken possession of a particular spot, we beat
down the banks of the ravine for several hours without finding any trace of them, and
were beginning to fancy that we had been misinformed, when, coming to a patch of
very tall jungle-grass, we stumbled upon a bullock half eaten, and bearing marks of
having been newly killed, and of atfording so recent a repast, that we might hope
to follow very closely on the track of the destroyer. Accordingly advancing, our
leading elephant trmnpeting and showing signs of uneasiness, assured us that we were
not far off. Several deer got up about three hundred yards ahead, evidently in great
terror-—anotl1er certain indication : so, forward we went, and, catching a distinct view
of the gentleman as he crossed the ravine, one of the party fired a long shot, which
had only the effect of accelerating his pace. The elephants now pushed on, two more
shots were fired, and suddenly the tiger made across the open space full in front of us,
but at too great a distance to bring him to the charge. We followed as rapidly as
possible, crossing and crashing through the bed of a nullah, to which om‘ friend had
betaken himself. lldiliile in full chase, two iresh tigers got up almost under our feet,
and, receiving a few shots, made for cover. The glare of an eye gleaming through
some brushwood betrayed the retreat of one, and--a ball aimed with fatal precision went
through the brain, and he fell, never to rise again. The second was despatched in a
very short time, though it took twe or three shots to stretch him on the ground: the
third was still abroad, and apparently nnhtn*t, and, arousing him for the third time, he
went ed in good style, but considerably ahead. At length a long shot from a rifle
told; the noble animal tinned and charged, coming down gallantly, and offering too
ihir a mark to be missed: before it could spring upon the leading elephant, a well-aimed
bullet stopped his career, and he, too, bit the dust. This day the party returned to
camp in great triumph, with three tigers padded on the baggage elephants; the whole
cavalcade being such as Landseer would not have disdained to paint, and which, com-
bined with the beautiful scenery and the pictmesque cluster of tents, would have made
a very effective group upon canvass.
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The neat day we preeeeded aleng the Dheen, witheut much eapeetatien ef finding
tigers, and with seme intentien ef leehing after deer en the wav te the encainpiug
greund, but in heating seme lemen bushes, a large tiger breke eever, geing eff, hew-
ever, befere we ceuld get in geed range ef him : a censiderahle space ef epen eeuntry
interspersed with swamps, and heunded hy a thick fcrest, fermed the hunting-greund,
wl1ieh,_if' we ceuld succeed in turning the tiger sheuld he malte fer the fcrest, was the
best that ceuld have been selected; the pedestrians were therefere directed te climb
the trees, and te sheut with all the pewer ef their lungs, if eur £1-iend sheuld ceme their
way. Meantime we had lest eight ef him, hut were guided te the preh ahle place cf his
retreat, by a fleck ef vultures which were perched upen a tree—a pretty certain sign
that there was a dead carcase helew newly slain, which the tiger weuld return te devemn
The eever was exceedingly heavy, and we feimd seine difficulty in heating , hut a
glimpse cf a tawny stripe, assuring us that we were en the right track, and the trum-
peting ef the elephants increasing, we pushed ferward, wru'ned at the same time h_v the
sheuts cf eur peeple in the trees, that he was malting fer the ferest. Turned at all
peints, the tiger deubled hack, and was new in a leng narrew strip ef high jungle-grass,
which was separated frem the dense weed en the right by nething mere than twenty
yards ef hare bank, being divided frem the heavy eevers he had just left by a peel cf
clear water. We immediately heat up this strip, taking ea-re te have an elephant en
the hank, te prevent a retreat te the ferest. Present-l_v the tiger again get up aheut
twe hundred yards ahead, and again deuhling hack, ene cf the pa_rt*,v get a fair shet
which breught him en his haunches ; anether hall made him meve te seme hreken
greund, where he tech up his pesitien. Advancing, we saw him in the grandeur cf his
rage, lashing his tail, rearing, and grinding his teeth, as he prepared te charge. Firing
again, the prevecatien was cempleted. ‘With a rear that made the whele dell ring,
dcwn he came upen us, and fell at length frem a vellep fired simultaueeuslv hjr the
whele party, under the very feet ef the elephants.

SUURUE UF THE .lUlIli.-'1.

Bv dint ef untiring perseverance, and ne small eaertien ef hedilg strength, we at last
feund eurselves en the eenfines ef eternal snew. As we appreached Jumneetree, which
is net accessible until the menth ef May, we feund the river gliding under arches ef
ice, threugh which it had wern its passage, and at length, these masses heceming tee
strengly fresen te yield and fall inte the current, the stream itself ceuld he traced ne
lenger, and, if net at its actual scurce, we steed at the first stage ef its veuthful exist-
ence. It is quite impessible te prevent a feeling ef e'.'-tultatien frem springing up in
the mind, at the cempletien cf a pilgrimage te a place se deservedljv celebrated ; an
calterprise which few peeple have an eppertuuitjr ct‘ achieving, and still fewer the nerve

1
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te undertake. We had deemed it impessible that the awful grandeur cf the preceding
scene ceuld have been heightened, yet standing en the snew which new cempletely
cevered the bed cf the river, and behelding it frem the place whence it emerged, we
were as much struck with the sublimity ef the landscape, as if we had eeme upen it
suddenly, and witheut previens preparatien. The glen is net mere than thirty er ferty
feet in width, and the reeks en either side are ef the neblest dimensiens, and crewned
with dark luxuriant feliage, while the impenetrable regien beyend—-selemn, majestic,
and wenderfnlly beautifnl—seems abselutely te strike upen the seal, se strange are the
sensatiens which it preduces in the craving heart ef man, as it defies the farther intru-
sien cf his advent1n'eus feetsteps. '

The meet hely spet is feimd upen the left bank, where a mass ef quarts and
silicieus schist reek sends ferth five het springs inte the bed ef the river, which beil
and bubble at a f|n'ieus rate. When mingled with the icy-eeld stream ef the Jumna,
these smeking springs ferm a very delightful tepid bath, and the pilgrims, after dipping
their hands in the hettest part, perferm much mere agreeable ablutiens, where the
temperature effers the desirable medium between the scalding water abeve and the
chilling stream belew. It is usual with the devetees te make an eifering ef meney te
the divinity ef the river, an effering which ef cem-se finds its way te the pecket ef the
efiiciating priest, whe prays ever the bathers, and marks them en the ferehea;l in the
mest erthedex fasbien with the sacred mud cf the place. i l

Eurepean travellers pay the tax, fer they feel that they ewe semething te the
brahmin fer his attendance 5 but they, at least these whe are acquainted with the pre-
vailing feeling cf the Hindees, dispense with the distinguishing badge ef idelatreus
wership, and make ne seruple ef standing beside the hely spring with their shees en.
The apprcach with bare feet is an acknewledgment cf the sanctity ef the place, which
ne Christian eught te give ; it and the natives cf India de net insist upen it frem these
whe diifer frem them in religieus belief, preventing them enly frem penetrating te the
interiers ef a few temples. If we effer an insult te the religieus feelings cf Hindees
by refusing this mark ef respect te their deities, we eught te remain at the prescribed

" It may perhaps he necessary te state, that in making these ehservatiens there is ne wish te eenntenance the
disdain ef native epinien, which it is but tee ii-equently the practice ef Enrepeans te display. Many, whe frem
their edncatieu and intelligence elieuld knew better, insist upen fercing their way with their shees en inte places
ccnsidered hely by the Hindees 5 a wanten act ef sacrilege, fer which there is ne excuse : all that is here adve-
eated, is a deierininatien net te shew a degree ef liemage which is liable te misinterpretatien, and te keep alecf
frem places which invelve an ackrievvletlgnieiit ef reverence te pagan geds. There is great reasen te fear that
the influx cf Enrepean travellers te the Hills is deing much Le impress the natives cf these districts with the same
epinicn which the haughty supercilieusness, arregance, and centemptnees cenduct, tee characteristic ef Jingle-
lndians, have rendered se prevalent in the plains. Instead cf exerting the snperier knewledge, virtue, wisdem,
science, ii-:c., ef which we make se great a vannt, in gaining the 1'espcet cf, and ailbrding an example te the less
fertiniate peeple cf India, we disgust them by the display cf all eur bad qualities, while they cannet pessibly, by
intnitien, knew that we have any geed enes. Few, indeed, there are whe regard the estimatien in which they
may be held by the natives, caring net a farthing what if these black ii:-llews" may think cf them _; and yet there
are ne better judges cf manners



sennen er rna Jenna. 35

distance frem their sacred places, since it has been very justly remarked, that ne
native weuld understand why a Christian sheuld talte ell‘ his shees, er in any ether
way mark the heliness ef any particular spet, unless he really ccnsidered the spet te
be hely.

The height ef the snew-bed at Jnmneetree is abeut ten theusand feet, and in the
menth ef Octeher, when all the snew that ever melts is melted at this place, it is
pessihle te advance semewhat nearer te the real scurce than at any ether peried ef the
year. Cressing the snewy bed whence the water emerges at Jnmneetree, is a werk ef
seme diflienlty, and when aceemplished, we find that the infant river is divided inte
three streams, each ferming a separate waterfall, and fiewing ever steep green hills.
The lewer ef these are snrmeuntable, but with great diflienlty and seme danger, as the
stenes are leese, and slip frem under the feet : in preeess cf time, hewever, we may leek
ferward te sneh an imprevement in the reads ef these hills, as will allew the traveller
te reach the utmest. eatent which human means can render pessihle.

These persens whe have preceeded as far as the present circumstances will admit,
that is, abeut a mile beyend Jumneetree, have ascertained that the mest direct stream
ef the river dees net arise frem any part ef Bnndurpeeeh, but frem the range that
runs eff it te the westward. As we stand at Jumneetree, these small streams are per-
ceptible befere their junctien inte ene fall, which leses itself under a mass ef snew,
whence it issues near the het springs befere mentiened.

The ferest stretches at least fifteen hundred feet abeve the snewy bed ef the
Jumna, befere vegetatien is entirely ferbidden by the frests cf the giant heights beyend.
The geelegist may make a very interesting cellectien at Jumneetree _; beautiful
specimens ef garnet, sherl, and tenrmaline crystals being te he feund: there is a
censiderable quantity ef taleese gneiss reek, but the greater prepertien is a cearse
gneiss, while the granite summits ef the meuntain-peaks rise te the height ef ten
theusand feet abeve.

The brahmin whe aceempanied the party was a geed-leeking intelligent man, whe
had made the pilgrimage very frequently befere, in cempany with ether Enrepean
travellers, whese metives in perferming the jenrney he can new pretty well eem-
prehend; and the cengratnlatiens which he eifered upen the accemplishrnent ef eur
teilseme and perilens march, were ef a diflhrent character te these hestewed upen
the pieus, whe had the greater satisfactien ef feeling that they had fennd the way
te heaven.

After we had indulged in the gratificatien which the snblime prespeets ef this inter-
esting plaee afferded, we preeeeded te satisfy seme ef the cravings cf appetite, which
had very fereibly reminded us ef enr terrestrial natine. We might have caught and
eeetzed eur fish in the same stream, had we net been etherwise previded; but ene ef
the first things which a native ef India -undertakes, at a halting-place, is te kindle a
fire, and cemmenee the preparatiens ef the rneal. Eeme ef the Hindees, whe had
erenght rice with them, heiled it ever the het springs, by inclesing the grain in a cleth
which they tied te the end ef a stick. In the vent ef the principal spring, which iaauee
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with great ferce frcm a fissure in the reek, the temperature ef the water is abeut 194°,
which at that elevatien is near the peint at which water is cenverted inte steam ; and
at the same time the mercury, when placed in the bed ef the river, has been knewn te
sink as lew as 37°. The water itself is eaceedingly pure, transparent, and tasteless,
withent any kind cf sulphm'eeus smell. There are several het springs te be feund aleng
the ccurse ef the Jumna, fer which, accerding te general belief, the traveller is indebted
te an eacecdingly piens persen, faveured by the geds with the gift ef causing het water
te flew whenever he feund that cf the river tee eeld fer the cemfcrtable perfermance ef
his ablntiens.

After invigerating enrselves with a due prepertien ef feed, we prepared te set ferth
upen eur return. The prcspect ef the dificulties which it must he eur fate te eneeunter,
in getting hack te Kursalee, were rather dispiriting, being meat asstuedly equal, and
perehanee still greater, than these which we had surmeunted upen eur appreach.
In the cem'sc ef the day’s jeurney we cressed the Jumna mere than thirty times, and
having te slide dcwn the places which we had previeusly scrambled up, and tc leap
many gaps which had been mere easily passable en the ether side, it was necessary te
summen all eur energy te the task. The spets en which we eccasienally rested effered,
in their seft lcveliness, a pleasing eentrast te the rugged herrers cf many perticns cf
the scene—the beautiful mingling with the sublime. Semetimes we seated enrselves
upen banks ef vielets ef the richest blue, and surreunded by lunuriant vegetatien ef
fruit and flewers, the strawberry spreading itself far and wide, and raspberry, black-
berry, and black-cnrrant bushes, ferming a perfect garden. Anether tm'n ef an angle
breught us almest in immediate cent-act with the snew, which in seme places lies
smeeth and hard, uubreken and glittering in its unsnllicd purity; while in ethers it
eccurs in reugher masses, darkened by stains cf earth, and, anen, we traced its cearse
in leng tracks descending in the nullahs and valleys belew.

SHUHUR-,-JEYPURFH

Jarrens, a Rajpeet state, and ene cf the central previnces cf India, altheugh net
beasting the picturesque beauty and abundant fertility cf seme ef its neighbeurs, is
rich in ebjects cf curiesity, beth natural and artificial. The fertress ef Shuhm', rising
heldly en a recky ledge, ene ef these picturesque eminences which intersect the plains
cf India, varying their meneteny, presents an ehj ect cf feudal grandeur, which traus-
perts the Emnpean stranger back tc the ages cf chivalry.

Celenel Ted, in his admirable werk upen ltajasthan, has traced the streng resem-
blance betwcen the institutiens ef the nerthcrn natiens, and these ef the warlike states
ef India, and we cannet travel threugh any pcrtien ef this interesting ceuntry witheut
meeting with seme ehject te call up rccellecticns asseciated with the crusades, the
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barenial wars, and the ibuds ef Christian warriers. A herseman clad in chain mail,
bearing his vmer up, and armed with shield and lance, meunted en a gallant steed,
richly caparisened, and cluttering under the weight ef defensive armeur, will pass us
en the read, like a knight repairing te a teurnameut. ~ If we meet a chief, we find him
surreunded by spearmen, and we rarely enceunter fire-arms ef mere medern censtruc-
tien than these which succeeded the hand-cannen, the matchleck, and arquehus.

The distinguishing title ef the children ef the seil, “ the mild I-liudee,” se leng
suppesed te be characteristic ef all the tribes whe vcnerate the cew, and refuse te shed
the bleed ef animals _; new that we have beceme mere eatensively acquainted with the
ceuntry, is discevered te be whelly ceufined te the stunted, timereus race feund in
Bengal and a few ether districts en the cea.st. The inhabitants ef the upper a11d cen-
tral previnees have much mere ef the lien than the lamb in their cempesitien ,; and the
Rajpeets, especially, whese trade is war, make seme ef the finest seldiers in the werld.
The Bengal army, se called in censequence ef the name ef the presidency te which it is
attached, dees net recruit its ranks in the prevince frem which it takes its appellatien,
but is chiefly cempesed ef daring spirits frem Gudc, Pytauns cf high bleed, and the
descendants ef a race ef princes, the warriers ef Rajasthan.

The instant that we pass the beundaries ef Bengal, we are struck with the change
in the stature and appearance ef the pepulatien. Tall athletic men, bearing a martial
air, succeed te the diminutive and ebsequieus Bengalee. The natives ef the Upper
Previnees are altegether a finer race, merally as well as physically: they net enly make
better seldiers, but better servants; they are, generally speaking, mere active and
trustwerthy, and mere susceptible cf genereus treatment: and they may be depended
upen with cenfidence in any emergency, fer, where they are attached, they will stand
by their empleyers te the last, and defend them at the hasard ef their lives.

As we penetrate farther inte the heart ef India, we meet with strenger indicatiens
ef the military spirit which pervades the ceuutry. Since the fall ef Bhnrtpere, the
expiring eifert ef the neighbeuring states te resist the pregress ef British ascendancy,
the land has been at peace; but it is easy te perceive that the swerd, theugh ne lenger
drawn, has net been laid aside. The cities and villages are still previded with these
primitive defences, ccnsidered cflicient in a ceuntry i11 which the art ef war has net
pregressed as in Einnpe, er been reduced te a science; and the numereus fertrcsses
erewning many a desert height, still bristle with spears, and reflect the sun’s beams
frem targets and crested helms. The prevince ef Jeypere, with its arid wastes and
teppling sand-hills, seems te be the fit retreat ef the sterm fiend, whese withering
breath is peured in acerching blasts ever the plains ef I-Iiudeestan. Theugh frem
the parched and apparently exhausted seil, creps are preduced in eatraerdinary abun-
da.nce—-se fertilising are the rains, se eauberantly fruitful the earth ef these sunny
realms-—during many menths cf the year -leypere e:-zhibits a hewling wilderness. Yet
still it is net destitute ef vegetatien. ll‘-Then the exhausted traveller sinks dcwn, as
the deceptieus hepe which peiuted te lakes and peels, receding as he advances, leaves
him te all the herrers ef thirst, he finds a welceme selace and relief in these gigantic

n
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water-melens, which rise amid the sand, and eeme te perfectien in the hettest and
driest seasens.

In the recky parts ef Jeypere, prccieus stenes ef censiderahle value are precnred
at little treuble and eapense ; the garnets are particularly beautiful, and amethysts
and ether gems sell at cemparatively lew prices. The capital ef the prevince is a grand
mart fer pearls: eccasienally great bargains may be ebtained ef this chaste gem; the
cemmen cest is semewhat less than in places mere remete frem the cemmerce ef
Persia: a pearl ef the sise ef an erdinary pea, which at Delhi is eeld fer twenty
rupees, (twe peunds,} may be had fer seventeen at Jeypere. The pelitical influence
which is still retained by females, in previnces which have never been thereughly
subjugated te the demiuien ef the jealeus Meghuls, is strikingly manifested in the
semewhat remantic histery ef the yeung severeign ef Jefiere. It is well knewn that
he is a surreptitieus child, placed upen the threne by the intrigues ef the clever and
artful weman whe calls herself his mether. She was the favenrite ef the late Itajah _;
and at his death, being anaieus te upheld the share which she had ebtained in the
gevernmeut ef the ceuntry, impesed the effspring ef ene ef her demestics as her
ewn. The Rajah died childless; but this lady, pretending te be in the way te beceme
a mether, preduced an heir te the threne ; and, aided by the influence ef a man ef
high rank and great pepularity, centrived te get herself appeinted te the regency,
with the title ef Malia H-auee. its seen as it was practicable, she intreduced the child
at a feast, at which a large prepertien ef the nebles were assembled; and after they
had eaten rice with him, became quite assured that the impesture, if discevered, never
weuld be made the subject ef public discussien. The real mether ef the infant, it
appeared, was a sweeper, a class held in the utmest abherrence by the high-bern
Hindees, whe weuld censider themselves pelluted if these euteasts enly teuched the
hems ef their garments. Had the true parentage ef the yeung prince been revealed,
many heads cf heuses must have shared in his degradatien. All whe had dipped their
hands in the same dish with him, weuld have lest caste; and their silence and ce-epe-
ratien were effectually seemed by se impertant a stake. Theugh many persens,
discenteuted at the ascendency gained by this ambitieus weman, were ripe and ready
fer war, the times were net faveura-ble fer an eutbreak ; the fertunate plebeiau is
firmly seated en his threne, and the ceuntry is as much settled as it can be ; having
lest its independence, yet suflered by the pelicy impesed en the lecal pewers by the
British autherities at heme, te he harassetl by diserder and misrule. The mild and wise
measures, the equal distributien ef justice, and respect ef preperty, characterising the
Christian gevernmeut ef India, have recenciled all the previnces enjeying these inesti-
mable benefits, te its demiuien ,: but while the yeke cf a cenquerer is severely felt in
the censtrained ebedience te tyrants cf their ewn name and natien, the miserable
inhabitants ef the central previnces are deprived ef every advantage arising frem eur
pewer in the East.
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Tar: ruined city which cemmemerates the shert but splendid reign cf the ridil Shah
dynasty, has been truly and peetically styled the Palmyra cf the Deanne, 11; ggntaiug
an immense number ef buildings, net less interesting than magnificent, "i'i"l1‘l{3l].'fl.I't1lE'B
and were finished within twe hundred years ; and which, despite cf the deselatien
which has fallen upen them, still retain a censiderahle pcrtien ef their eriginal beauty.
Many have been scmcely injm*ed by the lapse ef time, the utter abandenment ef man,
and the strife ef the elements. On a-ppreaching frem the nerth, the great deme ef
ldehamined Shah’s temb first attracts the eye; it is te be seen frem the village
ef Kunneer, at the distance ef feurteen miles; and in drawing nearer, ether cupelas,
tewers, and pinnacles spring up se thickly and se -ntnnereusly, that it is impessible te
banish the eapectatien ef arriving at a pepuleus and still flemishing capital. The read
te the cuter wall, it is true, leads threugh ruins; but this is ne uncemmen circumstance
in the envirens ef Indian cities; and as the guns are still meunted, and the prince te
whem it has fallen keeps the ramparts and the gates still manned, the idea is net
dispelled until the traveller actually finds himself in the streets, many ef which are se
cheked up with jungle, as te be impassable. It is new a city ef tembs; and travellers,
wandering threugh its uubreken selitudes, have remarked the melanchely eentrast
atferded by the admirable state ef repair which distinguishes these edifices, reared in
henem' cf the dead, with the utter demelitien ef the heuses fermerly inhabited by the
living residents ef the city.

The fine rcserveir ef water, delineated in the accempanying engraving, is situated
under the walls, at a shert distance frem the Mecca gate: it was the werk ef ll-“Iulik
Scindal, the friend and favenrite ef Sultan ldahmeud, the mest pepular ef the Bejapere
kings, whe eemmemerated his fidelity te his master, and the superb reward bestewed
upen it, by the fermatien cf ene ef the mest splendid tanks which can be fetmd in this
part ef India. The pend, er bewlee, as it is called, is nearly ene hmidred yards square,
and fifty feet deep : it is surreunded en three sides by a celennade, with a gallery
abeve; en the fem-th, the entrance is threugh a magnificent archway, flanked by hand-
seme wings, elspressly built fer the aecemmedatien ef travellers. The water is kept
very pure, by the few natives whe still inhabit the spet ; and theugh semetimes pelluted
by Christian bathers, the Emrepean visiters usually desist frem this mede cf anneyance,
when remenstrated with upen the subject. '

At a shert distance frem the Taj Bewlee, there is anether very interesting build-
ing, censisting ef a mesqne and gateway, called the Maitree Kujees. It is small, but
very elegant in its design, and elaberately finished ; the material is a fine clesely-grained
black stene, capable ef receiving a high pelish_; there are three steries in height, and
frem the angles are attached an embellishment net uncemmen in India, eensisting cf
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massy stone chains, cut out of solid blocks, there being no joinings perceptible in the
links. The sto1'y attached to this mosque is rather curious: its founder belonged to
the very lowest class of society; an outcast, in fact, who followed an occupation deemed
to be of the most degrading nature, and who, especially at the period in which he
flourished, could not, in the ordinary course of things, attain either to wealth or conse-
quence ; his employment was that of a sweeper, the worst paid, and the most abject
menial attached to an Indian establishment. The elevation of this person was owing
to an accident, which disconcerted the deep-laid scheme of a pretender to the occult
art. Ibrahim Shah the First, having for a long period heen afflicted with a distressing
malady, and having consulted the medical attendants of his court in vain, sent for an
astrologer of some repute, and inquired of him, whether he could procure his restora-
tion to health through the influence of the stars. The sage, determined that one person
at least should be benefited by their means, and intending that the luck should fall
upon himself, told the hing, that the heavenly bodies would prove favomrable to his
wishes, if, upon a particular morning, he should present a very large sum of money,
naming the amount, to the first human being. he should see. There is no doubt that
the astrologer intended to present his own person to the notice of the king ; but Ibrahim,
in his anniety to avail himself‘ of so easy a mode of procuring relief, arose at an miusually
early ho1n*, and, proceeding into the court of the palace, was met by a sweeper, a domes-
tic always astir betimes in the morning. The hing put the money into the astonished
sweeper’s hand, who, not coveting wealth for his own use, or perhaps aware, that, cut
ofl’ as he was from the probability of obtaining respect and distinction, it would be
a barren possession, employed it in the erection of a building, which still remains
entire, attracting the traveller’s eye by the symmetry of its proportions, a11d the beauty
of the carved work with which it is adorned.

VIEW seas JUBBERAI-I.

Tns village of Jubherah lies to the north of the Mussooree and Marma ridges, on the
route from the latter towards the source of the Jumna. The hills at this place have the
regular Himalaya character, a three-quarter perpendicular slope, to a hollow, from
which at once a similar hill strihes up. From the sunnnit of a neighbouring promon-
tory we obtained one of those striking views which so much delight the lovers of the
picturesque, but whieh, though they fill the hosom with strange and thrilling emotions,
would be imfitted for canvass. The pure white pyramid of one of the highest of the
snowy range, towering in bold relief to the clear heaven, which it seemed to touch,
contrasted finely with the dark hills in front, yet with so abrupt a transition, that
persons who never beheld so novel an eiiect, would fancy any attempt to portray it, to
be some wild vagary on the part of the artist. Indeed, it has been very justly remarked,
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that the most common Oriental sky is often thought to be an esaggeration, when its
mellowed beauty is represented on paper or canvass at home, and yet no painting can
afford a just idea of its peculiar glory.

The slties of England, though not without their charms, and producing occasionally
some fine eilbcts, do not alford the slightest notion of this mountain hemisphere, with
its eittraordinary variety of colours, its green and scarlet evenings, and noon-day skies
of mellow purple, edged at the horinon with a hasy straw-colour. It is impossible, in
fact, to travel through the Himalaya, without perpetually recmriug to the rich and
changeful hues of its shies ; every day some hitherto unnoticed state of the atmosphere
producing some new effect, and calling forth the admiration of the most insensible
beholder. This is particularly the case at dawn; for while the lower world is immersed
in the deepest shade, the splintered points of the highest range, which first catch the
golden ray, assume a luminous appearance, flaming like crimson lamps along the
heavens, for as yet they seem not to belong to earth; all below being involved in
impenetrable gloom. As the daylight advances, the whole of the chain flushes with a
deeper die, the grand forms of the nearer mountains emerge, and night slowly with-
drawing her obscuring veil, a new enchantment dechs the scene: the ed'ects of the
light and shadows are not less beautiful than astonishing, defining distant objects with
a degree of sharpness and accuracy which is almost inconceivable: and until the sun
is high up in the heavens, the lower ranges of the moimtains appear to be of the
deepest purple hue; while others, tipped with gold, start out from their dark bach-
ground in bold and splendid relief. 1-‘L new and sublime variety is afforded when a
storm is gathering at the base of the snowy chasm, and dark rolling volumes of clouds,
spreading themselves over the face of nature, give an awful character to the scene.

Om' day’s march to Jubberah was peculiarly agreeable; we had risen as usual with
the sun, enj oying the sweetness and freshness of the mountain air _; and, after a steady
advance of some hours, in which a great part of our journey was performed, came to a
peculiarly beautiful spot, where we found our breakfast laid out, our people having
gone forward, as usual, to prepare it. It was a platform of rock, scooped by the hand
of nature in the precipitous side of a shaggy mountain: above our heads crag piled
itself upon crag, the interstices being richly clothed with foliage, forest trees springing
from the rifts, while creepers threw down their wild garlands to our feet. In front, and
all around, we loohed upon a chaotic confusion of hills, some separated from us and
from each other by narrow and deep ravines, and some running in long ridges, throwing
out what appeared to be endless ramifications.

"While seated at our repast, we observed another Einopean traveller at a considerable
distance, pursuing the path which we had just trodden, and, having the day before us,
we awaited his approach. We found in this gentleman a very acceptable addition to
our party, he being well acquainted with the mountains, and having spent a con-
siderable period in places out of the common route of the tourist, and where, previous
to his arrival, the English were only known by name. In looking over the notes of my
fellow-travellers, I found none so copious or interesting as those which he made during

1.
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his wanderings through the valley of the Baspa, and, as they form a very agreeable
variety to each day’s itinerary, little apology need be made for inserting some interest-
ing eutraets in this place.

“ The Baspa derives its source from a lofty range of momitains, shutting in the
valley, to which the river has given its name, to the east, and forming the boundary of
Koonawar, a small and fertile district, situated between the Sutlej and the Jumna in
that direction. The Baspa runs nearly east and west in a stream of considerable
volume, espanding occasionally over a broad bed of stone, and assuming at these times
a tranquil character, as its shallow waters glide calmly along. In many places,
however, the stream narrows, as it is girt in on either side by rochy banlcs, a11d then
it pursues its course with headlong fury, rushing over its rugged bed in a sea of foam,
and with a velocity which defies all comparison. At length, three miles below Sungla
its savage beauty is completed, as, suddenly contracting in breadth, it forces its passage
through a frightful chasm, so narrow as to admit of one of the rn-de native bridges
being thrown across it, and, bounding from roch to roclt, it flings itself in fearful
torrents over the gigantic obstructions which chafe, but cannot delay it in its rapid
flight. From this point, until it throws itself into the Sutlej, its waters are perfectly
ungovernable, dashing madly down a steeply inclined plane, and forming cataracts as
they leap over the ridges of rock which continually cross the bed. The river gathers
foam as it goes surging along, and while flinging up dense masses of spray, which descend
again in silvery showers, roars and rages with terrific violence, sending forth wratbful
sounds like the angry messages of some incensed deity, which tell of impending ruin.

" Those who have brains and nerves to bear the frightful whirl, which may assail
the steadiest head, plant themselves on the bridge that spans the torrent, and from this
point survey the wild and awful grandeur of the scene, struck with admiration at its
terrific beauty, yet, even while visions of horror float before them, unable to withdraw
their gase. On the right, the snowy ranges shoot up their hoary peahs to a tremendous
height, while to the left the inferior chains entend far and wide, showing an endless
variety of forms, all clothed in a mantle of green, the lmiuriant herbage darkening into
forests of pine, and the whole fertilised by innumerable streams. Imagination, however
vivid, can scarcely figure to the mind a prospect so grand and thrilling, and the most
gifted pencil would fail in the attempt to delineate its savage splendomn: lying out of
the common track, it is not often visited by Europeans, although perhaps no portion of
the Himalaya affords so many attractions to those who delight in contemplating the
more wondrous worhs of nature.“

arriving at Sungla, o1u* friend was just in time to be present at one of the religions
festivals celebrated annually by the natives of the valley, at which, according to the
custom prevailing throughout Asia, a fair was also held. The people who attended
were congregated in a small plain about a mile from Sungla, having brought out their
gods in whose honour the assembly was convened. They consisted of four images, two
of Narayan, one of Nagus, or the snake-god, and one of Budrinath: these were placed
upon a moveable throne, not unlike the rath or car of Juggernaut, draperied with gay-
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coloured tissues, and placed upon a circular platform of stone, which upon other
occasions served for the purpose of treading out and winuowing corn. The images,
though frightful enough, were less barbarous than some which are enhibited in the
plains; each was furnished with a considerable number of faces, carved in gold and
silver, and of no mean enecution. They were crowned with enormous plumes of the
silken hair of the cow of Thibet, dyed in purple and red, and profusely garlanded with
the flowery products of the neighbouring jungles, many of great beauty and fragrance,
and some of the splendid blue which is the least common of the varieties which the
floral wreath exhibits. around these idols, weapons of various kinds, and the orna-
ments belonging to the different temples, were piled, forming altogether a most
fantastic grflflp, end Ellfiwillg the perversity of the human mind, in preferring such
grovelling objects of worship in a scene so strongly indicative of the power and
grandeur of the Creator of all things. One of these monsters, who figined as the
principal divinity, and who mounted eighteen heads, sir of gold and twelve of silver,
was honoured by the imperial chattha or umbrella, a mark of sovereignty said to have
been bestowed upon it by a pious rajah, who having made a pilgrimage to one of the
most sacred places in the mountains, brought away the image of Narayan, which 11ow
bears the name of Budriuath in honour of his former residence.

The religious ceremonies consisted of a peculiar, frantic kind of dance, performed
by persons of both senes, and of all ranks, who formed themselves into a ring, holding
each other’s hands, and moving round to the music which should have marked the
time. This dance was led by one of the chief attendants of the temples, who regulated
the movements somewhat in the way of the conductor at the Italian Opera, using
a silver-handled chowrie, instead of the roll of paper; and the musicians, who per-
formed upon various instruments, all more or less barbarous, likewise made the circle
with the dancers. Never were deities welcomed with greater noise and clamonr, or
more horrid dissonance. Time and measure were equally set at nought, each striving
to make himself heard above the rest; drums beating, trumpets blowing, cymbals
clashing, mined with the shriller blasts of the clarions, and an indescribable twangling
and jangling besides. Some of the instruments were of considerable value, being
formed of silver, and purchased by a subscription from the chieftain of the neighbour-
ing district, and the inhabitants, who seemed to delight ei-zceedingly in the noise, that
reverberated in an astounding manner through the hills, returning upon the ear in
prolonged echoes, which would have been not uupleasing at a greater distance.

As the dancers flagged, or deemed it expedient to allow others to take a share in
the rites, their places were supplied by new performers, the ring being composed or
about fifty persons at a time, of a very motley eharacter—rich and poor, the ragged
and the splendidly attired, joining together in great amity. Everybody appeared bl
their best garments, and all were adorned with flowers; but notwithstanding these
beautiful decorations, the costume was anything but attractive, while many individuals
made a very sorry and squalid appearance. Many of the women had extremely long
hair, but this natural beauty, though plaited and adorned with considerable care, had
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nct the greater charm cf cleanliness te recemmmend it; the leng black braids, descend-
ing nearly te the feet, were smmeunted by caps cf black and scarlet wcellen clcth,
esceedingly dirty, and raising disagreeable ideas in the mind. The wcmen were silver
and geld crnaments aeress the ferehead, rich and fantastical, but net particularly
beceming _; and these whe were wealthy eneugh, leaded themselves with a g1'eat variety
cf tasteless incun1brances—chains and bells cf precieus metals, a prefusien cf ear-rings,
and silver fringes pendent ever the eyes, while their bracelets, necklaces, amulets, nese-
rings, finger-rings, and clasps cf varieus kinds cf celc1n*ed stenes, were innumerable.

Petticeats cf weellen dyed in stripes, generally red and blue, fermed the principal
garment cf the wemen, and tc this a hcddiee was added, semetimes cf celcured chints,
the favenrite material cf the richer e1asses;—the eestume, whicl1 weuld have been
pretty had it been clean, and wern by persens cf less etfensive habits, being finished
by a mantle felded gracefully ever the left sheulder, and fastened in frent by an
enermeus clasp made cf brass, grctesquely carved and eaceedingly heavy, seme cf
them weighing nearly twe peunds.

Part cf the cempany were cf a very tatterdemalien descripticn, having little
cevering except cf dirt, and such clcthing as they had, hanging abeut them in shreds
and patches. This peverty-stricl-zen appearance did net prevent them frem meeting
with a geed recepticn, and the pcerest and the dirtiest mingled freely in the dance,
linking themselves with the rich and the gay, whese expensive clcthing and super-
abundance cf crnaments eentrasted strangely with their rags. Ccntrary tc the general
cnstern threugheut the Himalaya, where every village sends cut its trccp cf prcfcssienal
dancers, there were ne public perfcrmers at this meeting, the whele prcmiscucus
assembly assisting at the ceremcnials. The scene was certainly animated and pictu-
resque, the principal grcup revelving reund the centre, while ethers were scattered
abeut, seme resting under the shade cf neble walnut-trees, ethers lying dcwn upen
the grass, after the manner cf the ladies and gentlemen depicted in the illustratiens
cf the Deeamercn.

On ene side, a belt-like range cf wecded hills, bacltgtl by the mere lefty Kylass
tewcring in eternal snew, fermed a part cf the magnificent amphitheatre, the epen
valley slcping dcwn te the Baspa, which went dashing and feaming aleng, swellen and
turbid with the melting cf the icy glaciers abeve. "Were cut perehanee by the wasteful
eaertiens cf their lungs, a sudden pause tech place amcngst the instrumental per-
fcrmers; the instant the music ceased, the dancers hrehe up, and the whele assembled
multitude made a simultaneeus rush te the spet in which the deities were enthrcned;
the inhabitants cf each village, seiaing upen their gcd, carried him efl’ withcut further
less ef time; and thus the whele cenccurse dispersed, as if by enchantment.

Bending their steps te Sungla, the party feund the peeple cf the village assembled
i11 an epen area in trcnt cf the temple, dancing in the same crder as befere, that is,
jcining hands, and advancing and receding instead cf making the reund. They
accempanied themselves with their ewn veices, singing er rather chanting in a wild
but net unpleasing manner, ccmpletely suited te the cccasicn: the females were the
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principal perfermers here, as well as in ether places, the sea manifesting a great pre-
dilectieu. te arts which men, beth civilised and uucivilised, semetimes regard with
disdain. Meantime beth men and wemen indulged very freely in the juice cf the
grape, drinking deep ef the wine, which is imbibed witheut scruple by these unertheder.
Hindees. The dance, I_1]1{lE:I‘ these circumstances, degenerated inte a remping-match,
which was kept up until strength and steadiness failed, many measuring the greund in
a. hepeless state ef inteaicatien, which prevented every etfert te rise.

The village cf Jungla is small and scattered, in censequence cf fires, which en twe
several eccasieus cemmitted great havec ameng the heuses; it is situated en the Thibet
side ef the snewy chain, and, at the base cf the range, at an elevatien ef nearly nine
theusand feet abeve the level cf the sea. The heuses are censtructed ef stene and
cedar, the upper stery everhanging the read in the peculiar manner which cl1arac-
terises native architecture in the Himalaya. The air is humid, and unfaveurable te
several kinds ef cultivatien,'especially that ef the grape, which is, hewever, extensively
grewn in Keenawar, fer the purpese ef making wine; while ether intesicating liquids
are ebtained frem different species ef grain, the precess empleyed being very effective
in precuring a petent spirit. A quantity ef deugh being prepared and baked, is
immersed in weeden vessels with half its weight ef water, and buried in the earth fer
sis days in the warm, and nine days in the eeld seasen. ltnether ingredient is then
ebtained frem grain sewn, and plucked up as seen as it appears abeve the greund;
which being dried in the sun, and reduced te pewder, is mised with feur times its
weight ef deugh, and then beiled ever a slew fire, when it yields a spirit, which is
deuhled in value if submitted te the beiling precess a secend time.

Peas and beans thrive very telerahly, but the turnip dees net ‘succeed se well, en
acceunt ef the quantity ef rain which falls at this place. The valley ef the Baspa is
ccnsidered te be witheut the influence ef the periedical rains, but theugh net espesed
te the terrents which fall elsewhere, it is visited by such frequent shewers, that the
greund is kept censtantly wet. The tebacce, like all that is at present grewn in the
hills, is ef an interier quality; the natives impreve it fer smeking by a miszture cf an
inte:-zicating drug, ebtained frem the leaves and seeds ef a plant which eaudes a gluti-
neus substance : black cummin is a preduct cf the valley, which the cultivaters expert
te the plains ef India; and twe descriptiens ef dye are ebtained frem the Indian
madder _; the red sert is in great request, beth fer giving a vivid celeur te the weel
which is weven inte garments, and as a substitute fer the mere delicate preparatiens
ef reuge used hy fereign belles. Se eflicacieus is this reet ccnsidered in India as a
beantifier, that the wemen, whe are particularly anaieus te impreve their charms,
swallew it under the idea that it will heighten the cemplesien, and add brilliance te
their whele appearance. The fruit-trees attain, at this elevatien, a very lururiaut
grewth ,; and walnuts, nectarines, and apricets, the latter especially, are feund in
great abundance. The kernels ef this fruit ferm the principal fare ef many ef the
neighbetuing inhabitants, in additien te a kind ef spinach, and the cearser descrip-
tiens cf grain.

M.



E > S F K D

2

=1-{l

CROSSING TI-Ill RIVER TONSE BY A JHUULA, UR ROPE BRIDGE.
4

Havn-re cressed the rivers ef these districts, as we theught, in every sert ef way; that
is, by ferrling, wading, swimming, en the trunk ef a tree, by means ef a sangha, and
the mere cemmedieus edifice at Bhiukete, we were destined te he initiated inte a new
methed ef getting ever the stream. The natives, whe weuld ferm escellent materiel
fer repe-dancers, perferm the eperatien with great apparent ease, by helding en with
hands and feet, and making a sert ef leep ef their bedies; but, fer peeple wl1e are
unaccustemed te such esercise, there is a weeden slide attached te the repe stretched
aeress the water, which is at this place tee bread te be spanned by any bridge ef native
censtructien, being abeut seventy er eighty yards in width. The left bank is censi-
derably mere elevated than the ene eppesite, and frem this side, a three-stranded repe,
abeut as thick as a manls wrist, was attached te a leg ef weed, seemed ameng the
reeks. The repe being then stretched aeress the river, was passed threngh the prengs
ef a ferk, er weeden prep, planted firmly in the greund, and the repe, new divided
inte three strands, was secured te the trtmk ef a tree kept in its place by a heavy
weight. Upen this repe, which is well twisted and greased, is placed a semicircular
slide ef hellewed weed, with twe handles, te which a leep is attached ; the passenger
seats himself in this nevel eenveyance, taking held ef the handles, and is launched
frem the higher te the lewer hank with censiderahle celerity; a thin cerd at the same
time remaining attached te the slide, frem either side ef the river, fer the purpese ef
recevering it, er ef pulling the traveller frem the lewer te the higher bank, in which
event the passage is mere slewly made.

Other jheelas i11 the meuntains vary a little in their censtructien: Half a deaen
steut wersted repes are stretched aeress the river, and fastened te a prejecting buttress
en each bank. On these repes runs a hleek ef weed, which is drawn backwards and
ferwards by persens statiened e11 either side cf the stream, by means ef strings attached
te it. There are ether leeps, which pass reund the bedy ef the passenger, whe, thus
seemed, swings eff frem the buttress, and is dragged acress. In this manner, geats
and sheep are cenveyed ene by ene; and theugh the jeepardy appears te be censi-
derahle, it is enly eccasiened by the danger cf trusting te a repe which l1as seen tee
much service. If the apparatus he new, and sufficiently streng te bear the weight
placed upen it, there is ne sert ef danger in this methed ef getting aeress the deep "and
rapid rivers ef the Himala.ya; but such circumstances are net te be depended upen,
and several fatal accidents have attended the fragile state in which these jheelas are
but tee eften permitted te remain. It is, perhaps, necessary that the repe sheuld
break, and drewn ene er twe passengers, in erder te enlighten the peeple in the
neighbeurheed with the necessity ef repairs—-fer they are seldem at the treuble te
take the length ef time in which it has served their pmpese, the fragile nature ef
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the materials ef which it is cempesed, and their liability te injury frem expesure
te the weather, inte censideratien.

The existence ef the river Tense was net knewn te Em-epeans until the year 1314.
Tee seen lesing its name in that ef the -lumna, whieh it trebles in sise previens te its
jimctien with the mere celebrated strean1, it is ene ef the mesl; censiderahle ef the
meuntain terrents. When it issues frem its bed ef snew at an elevatien ef twelve
theusand seven hundred and eighty-feur feet abeve the level ef the sea, it flews in a
grand velnme, thirty feet wide and three deep, maintaining its dignity ef character
until its cenflnence with the river, wl1icl1 sheuld, if rivers had their just rights, have
been ccnsidered its tributary. During its cemparatively shert career, the Tense receives
inte its besem the waters ef several ether beautiful streams ; the Itupin is ene ef the
mest interesting. Descending in the eeurse ef eur te=.u- te its left bank, we passed
threngh a ferest ef intermingled birch, cedar, and rhededendren, cressing the river by
ene ef the numereus arches cf snew, which afferded a safe bridge, and ascending seme
hundred feet te a high crag, thickly weeded, we ebtained a view which, aceustemed as
we new were te meuntain scenery, struck us with admiratien and surprise. The pre-
cipices evcrhanging the terrent were grand beyend all cenceptien ; ene, at least twe
theusand feet in height, rese perpendicularly like a wall, and abeve it meuntain was
piled upen meuntain like gigantic ladders piercing inte heaven : the river thundered
at a fearful depth belew, while the surreunding reeks were draperied with feliage, every
cleft helding the reets cf seme luxuriant shrub er magnificent tree. A rugged path
led us again te the bed ef the Rupin, and eur jem'neys always eensisting ef a series ef
ascents and descents, we afterwards meunted upwards threugh ferests ef enermeus
filberts, walnut, elm, ash, cedar, and fir. Here eur march was diversified by cressing
a sangha ferty-tbnr feet in length, flung ever this tiunultueus stream, which led ns inte
sefter scenery, threugh weed and brake, and, after passing anether terrent, aleng a
path which cemmauded a beautiful suceessien ef cascades silvering the side ef the
eppesite meuntain, we arrived at eur encamping grennd fer the night.

Hewever varied, delightful, and exciting te the traveller a teur in the Himalaya may
he, the descriptiens given ef each day's march must necessarily appear meneteneus
there is ne pessibility ef eenveying te the mind ef the reader the gratificatien which
we have experienced in seme new burst ef scenery, when, emerging frem the sembre
labyrinths ef a thick ferest, we eeme suddenly upen ene ef these glerieus landscapes
which fill the whele seul with ecstasy. It is even mere than realising the early dreams
ef yeuth, inspired by the perusal ef Shakspeare’s beautiful deseriptien cf the ferest cf
Ardennes, while thus living under the greenweed tree——thns enj eying the centemplatien
ef nature in her wildest and mest magnificent selitudes. The winter and reugh weather
which we enceunter eccasienally in enr pregress, enly serve te heighten the enj eyment
cf the heavenly serenity which we se frequently experience, while the necessity, seme-
times existing, ef depending upen eur guns fer the supply ef the table, gives a new
interest te the day’s march.

Our Mehamniedan attendants take care that the mest and the best shall be made
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cf everything; fer in eur case certainly his satanic majesty had net prcvided the cccks.
Nu secner have they arrived en the encamping-greund—and they dc net luiter idly en
the read centcmplating the sccnery—than they set earnestly tc WD1'lL A fire is kindled
in a hcle in the earth, and a sert ef even, er hut-hearth, ccnstructed, with which the
mest delicate eperatiens cf the cuisine may he acccmplished. If we have nu charceal
tc ruast withal, em‘ birds are braised; if milk is cbtainable, it is speedily cenverted
inte butter ; and these thrifty fellews, fereseeing the difficulties cf prcctuing the
vactevtet‘ fer a fry, will, when they get a sheep, carefully preserve the suet fer future
censumpticn.

If time and uppertunity permit, we may find cur eeld partridges at breakfast
embedded in savcury jelly, fermed ef the head and feet cf the animal that feasted
enrselves and cur fcllcwers the day befere; wherever there are eggs, there are eme-
lettes; cnr scup is flavcured with fresh herbs and reets _; and semetimes, when eur
spirits have failed at the tee streng chance cf being ebliged tu rest ccntent with a cal»-:.e
cf meal fer breakfast, we have been mest agreeably surprised by a hreiled jungle-fewl
appearing en the tahle almest by magic. These jungle-fcwls, which are the dcmestie
peultry in their wild state, are eacellent eating, finer and cf a better fiavcm-, perhaps,
than any game-bird, with the eaceptien cf the flcrikin. They are shy, and run very
swiftly thrcngh the bushes, se that it is dificult tc precure them, even where they
abcund, but we had a sirikcree {native hunter) in em‘ suite, whe was always successful
where success was pcssible. There is ene great advantage in having Indian servants ;
the better class, and it is useless te empley any ether, thcreughly understand their
business, and set abeut it with an earnestness that nething but the must adverse
circumstances can damp. It is their duty tc get a dinner fer their master, and they
censider their huneur ccncerned tu make it the best that the nature cf affairs will
admit. Every kind cf spice and cendiment which may he wanted in a leng jcurney, is
carefully prcvided fur the cccasien; and whenever it is pessihle, a feast is spread, and
little luauries preduced, as uneapected as they are welccme. In fact, travelling in the
Himalaya eembines all the pleasures cf savage life, and all the cenveniences cf the
highest state cf civilisaticn, subject, cf ccurse, tc the accidents and mutatiens which
jcurneying ever se reugh a read must necessarily prcduce.

One cf the least agreeable vicissitudes cf a meuntain-iicur censists cf a ccntinued
successicn cf rain, in which event the spirit and energy cf cur fellewers are literally
drenched cut cf them ; wet tu the shin, the tents wet, and everything wrctchedly damp
and uncemfertable areund, they have little er nu vigcur left te meet the esigencies cf
the case. Happy tc find a dry cavern, cr the shelter cf seme evcrhanging ruck, they
cewer reund a miserable fire cf wet sticlts, lecliing the very pictures cf we. Our friend
‘whe had traced the ccurse cf the Baspa in Iiannewar, had siiffered eaceedingly frcm
the frequent dnckings and delnges tc which the party had been subjected, and narrated
with glee the jeyful change which tech place when he and his peeple, dripping and
disrcnsclate, were accummcdated by seme friendly villagers with ludgings in an eld
temple. The shelter cf a dry reef and a gued finer, after damp grennd and wet canvass,
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ean enly be fully appreciated by these whe have enjcyed them. Fires were-kindled,
garments dried ; and faces, elengated te the mest deleful length, erpanded in the blaee,
and became cheery again. Our recent meeting with a fcllew-temist has been already
mentiened, and an catract frem the diary kept by him while wandering in I-lungruug,
a district berdering upen the Chinese territeries, will shew hew frequently Angle-
Indians enceunter each ether in these meuntain-teurs. ’-"*' Twe days after em" return
te Nahe, there arrived three eilicers cf the —-—- dragecns, the first Eurepeans we had
seen fer a leng time, and, as they were pleasant fellcws, the meeting preved very
agreeable. At Henge, en the 2d, we feund Dr. W. and Capt. A. ; and in the Rurang
pass, feurteen theusand feet high, we came upen the ltev. hllr. B., chaplain at ---.”

Te preceed, hewever, with em" ewn travels. "We pineued em‘ ruute te the seuth
bank cf the Tense, eppesite te the spet where the Rupin, (having eeme 10,000 feet,
350 feet per mile cf descent, in less than thirty mi1es,] jeins the larger stream. "We
cressed the Tense at this place by a sangha, and ccmmenced eur descent dcwn a tre-
mendeus precipice, which led te a gerge even mere awful than any we had yet passed.
Emerging, we ebtained a neble view ef a snewy meuntain, and, climbing again,
entered a ferest cf pines, which led us aleng a high ridge evcrhanging the river, and
aiferded at every epening the mest enchanting views pessible, the meuntains being
weeded te their sumrnits, and shewing every rich variety cf feliage as they swept aleng
in graceful undnlatiens, new in dark shadew, and new glittering in sunshine. Seme
ef eur party were ef epinien that this part cf the ceuntry weuld be mest desirable as
the site ef a new statien, since it ferms a kind ef frentier, er neutral greund, between
the tamer and the sublimer scenery, and cemmands every variety ef prcspect which
either can yield ; while, if the netien which they entertained cencerning the capability
ef timber being fleated dcwn the Tense and the Jumna ceuld be realised, the pre-
prieters weuld be speedily enriched by the speculatien.

_______ii ‘J. — i-

THE WATER PALACE, lilal‘i'D00.

THE tumults and wars which during a leng peried distracted the ltajpeet states, have
left the still beautiful and euce flemishing city ef lvlandee in deselatien and ruin.
It stands en the flat tabular platferm ef a meuntain belenging te the Yindyhan range,
but which is separated frem the neighbeuring hills by a wide chasm-—ene ef these
gigantic vverlts which, theugh a freak ef nature, bears a clese resemblance te the designs
ef man. The appearance is that cf an artificial ditch, ef enermeus dimensiens. Over
this, te the nerth, is a bread causeway, which at seme seasens ferms the enly apprcach,
the surreunding ravine being filled uith water during the rains. This passage is guarded
by three gateways, still entire, placed at a censiderahle distance frem each ether ,-, the
last being en the summit ef the hill, which is ascended by a winding read cut threugh

N
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the reek. The masses ef ruined buildings which spring amidst a redundance ef vege-
tatien, apparently the unchecked grewth cf ages, semewhat resemble these cf the city
cf Geur in Bengal, where the ferest has intruded upen the ceurts and halls cf palaces ;
but the buildings at Mandee are upen a mere splendid scale, and they eceupy a better
situatien upen an elevated height; beth are almest equally left te the exclusive demiuien
ef wild and savage beasts. A few Hindee faheers cempese the whele ef the human
pepulatien resident in a city beasting se many remains cf architectiu-al beauty.

In fermer times, Mandee was the capital ef the Dhar Rajahs. It afterwards fell
inte the hands ef the Patan cenquerers ef Malwa, and subsequently submitted te the
great Acbar, whe appeared befere the walls in persen. The prevailing style ef the
architecture is Affghan, and seme ef the specimens are the finest which that splendid
race have left in India; the material is chiefly a line calcareeus red-stene, but the
mauseleum cf Hussein Shah, ene cf the mest remarkable relics still eaisting, is cem-
pesed entirely ef white marble, breught frem the banks ef the Nerhudda. The Tehas
Ka Mahal, ship, er, as we have rendered it, water-palace, is erected upen an isthmus,
which diiides twe large tanks cf water frem each ether; the situatien is esceedingly
picturesque, and the calm, quiet beauty cf the building, particularly when reflected
frem the glassy sm'face ef the mirrer, which stretches itself beiew en either side, afferds
an ebject cf delightful theugh pensive centcmplatien te the traveller, whe has eeme
suddenly upen this wrech cf fermer splendeiun

The decay cf Mandee tech place mere than a century befere Malwa became tribu-
tary te the British gevernmeut. Fer a leng peried it fermed an eccasienal retreat fer
the Bhcels, predatery tribes, whe, having ravaged the surreunding ceuntry, established
themselves at diflerent times in the streng fertresses cf the city: these marauders,
everawed by the military ferce at Mhew and ether places, ne lenger dare encreach
upen the 1:erriteries ef their neighbeurs, and, with the erceptien ef the few devetees
befere mentiened, [deselate creatures,) the jackal, the vulture, the serpent, and the welf,
retain undisputed pessessicn ef the halls and gardens, se meurnfnlly attesting the
fermer magnificence cf a city everspread with jungle, and abandened te the beasts cf
the field. Man-due is eccasienally visited by parties ef etlicers quartered at ls-Ihew, whe
derive a melanchely gratificatien in wandering ever the scene ef fallen greatness; fer
the mest eauberant and bueyaut spirit becemes depressed by the selemn stillness and
utter deselatien cf this nnbreken selitude. The fameus grass eil, se much in esteem
all ever India, is ebtained in great abundance frem the herbage which cevers the face
ef the ceuntry reund Mandee, and which leads the air with perfume. Its medicinal
qualities are said te be very pewerful, especially in all rheumatic cemplaints, sprains, Etc. ;
and in eensequence cf its reputatien, it is frequently adulterated at Calcutta, where it
sells at a high price.
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TRIAD FIGUB.E—Il§lTEItl0li. 0F ELEPH!iliT.i.

Tan celessal three-headed bust, which frents the entrance ef the principal errcavatien
ef Elephanta, is the mest attractive, as well as the mest striking ebject te be feund
amidst the rich sculptures ef the subterranean cathedral represented in the acccmpany-
ing plate. It eccupies a censpicueus situatien at the erztreme end ef the cavern, and
has eccasiened much cenjectm*e and many centreversies ,; seme writers snppesing it te
be a representatien cf the three persenages which are said te censtitute the Hindee
trinity, altheugh it is by ne means certain that Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva have ever
been asseciated in this manner; while ethers have preneimced it te be three ef the
ferms under which the last-mcntiened deity is wershipped. '

The three-headed figure at Elephanta is cf gigantic dimensiens, measuring seveu-
teen feet ten inches frem the tep cf the cap ef the central head te the terrninatien at
the breast _; that which frents the spectater is full-faced, these te the right and left are
in prcfile; and by seme it is asserted that Siva, whese impersenatiens are frequently
surreunded by almest innumerable characteristic attributes, had, er was intended te
have, a feurth head, cerrcspending with that in frent, and that, therefere, enly half cf
the grenp is given in the sculptures cf Elephants. The whele cf this singular triad is
hewn cut cf the selid reek, which is a cearse-grained dark grey basaltic fermatien,
called by the geelegists trachyte,-, it lies in a recess, cut inte the reclc te the depth cf
thirteen feet, including the thickness cf the deerway, screen, er wall, prejecting beyend
it, which is abeut twe feet and a half. The basement is raised abeut twe feet nine
inches frem the greund,; at each cerner cf the thresheld are heles, apparently fer the
purpese cf receiving deer-pests _; and a greeve runs aleng the fieer in frent, which it is
imagined was intended te receive a screen, let dcwn eccasienally te cencesl the grenp.

Theugh there are numereus epiniens upen the subject, the mest learned persenages
seem te agree that this vast temple was dedicated selely te Siva, whe is here represented
with enly three ef the five heads with which he is frequently delineated. The wcrl~1-
manship exhibits censiderahle shill and beauty, altheugh the art was evidently in its
infancy at the peried ef its eaecntien. Dimly seen threugh the leng perspective cf the
pillared aisle, it is wenderfully impesing, and, upen a nearer apprcach, the details atferd
an equal degree ef surprise and delight. The cap cf the eastern head is iichly aderned
with variegated figmes cf fiewers and branches, intermingled with symbels which are
peculiar te Siva, and by which he is always distinguished, each Hindee deity being
recegniaed by his emblematic devices. The principal head is tee much defaced te be
sc cenfidently preneunced te beleng te the greatest ef the geds, and hence the dificuh
ties which have arisen in deciding whether Siva is alene entitled tc the heneurs cf this
magnificent triad, er if he must share them with Brahma and lfishnu.

The great temple at Elephanta is nearly square, being a hundred and thirty feet
deep, and abeut a hundred and thirty-three feet bread; it is divided inte nine aisles,
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fermed ef twenty-six pillars, ef which eight are breken, and seme ef the remainder much
injrned ; there are several recesses semewhat similar te the chapels attached te the cathe-
drals ef Em:'epe, sceeped cut at the sides, and these, tegether with the adjacent walls, are
cevered with sculptures. Time has been busily at werk with these curieus efiigics, and its
ravages unfertunately have been aided by the superstitieus fanaticism ef the Pertuguese,
whese religieus seal incited them te the destructien cf every relic cf idclatry, hewever
curieus and wcnderful as a werk cf art, en which they might venture te display their
indignatien. It is said that they went a very ingeniens way te werk te effect their
ehj ect at Elephants, by lighting large fires in different parts ef the cave ; after the pil-
iars had beceme intensely heated, they threw eeld water upen them, which, by causing
sudden expansien, eccasiened the stcne te split in all directiens. Seme cf the pillars,
the capitals ef which are seen in the accempanying plate, have evidently been subjected
te this destructive precess ; ethers, theugh still standing, are much injured, large
splinters being taken eff frem the tep te the bettem, while very few ef the figures have
escaped mutilatien.

We are tcld that a Pertugnese gentleman cf high rank, in the ferve1u* cf his reli-
gieus enthusiasm, was went te empley himself by firing at the eifending sculptures with
a great gun. Determined geelegists have effected nearly as much mischief by their
devastating hammers, striking eff tees and fingers in the mest merciless manner, fer
the sake ef ebtaining specimens _:, a less excusable act ef wautenness than that recerded
ef the I-‘ertuguese werthy, since he eifended threugh ignerauce, while these perpetra-
tiens were the result ef a pretended leve cf science.

The decay but tee visible at Elephants is farther accelerated by peels ef water,
fermed during the pcriedical inundatiens, and which sap away the bases ef the pillars.
Frem the extraerdinary damage efiected in the ccurse cf a few years by this cause,
Bishep I-leber has, perhaps tee hastily, decided that these wcnderful excavatiens are
cemparatively medern. Lihe the caves cf Ellera, the peried cf their fermatien is invelved
in the mest irnpenetrahle dcuht and ebscurity; the traditiens are se vague and unsatis-
factery, as te affcrd ne assistance in arriiing at any prebable cenclusien. Temples
dedicated te geds, still the cherished ebjects cf Hindee wership, have been desecrated
frem time immemerial, the surreunding fellewers cf Brahma enly surveying the sculp-
tured eifigies ef their mest highly esteemed geds en the walls ef these splendid excava-
tiens, with the same respect which they paid the images resembling them, which the
sepeys cf Sir David Baird’s army feund, te their great astenishment, in Egypt. The
eccurreuce ef these caves in ene peculiar pcrtien ef the Peninsula, a11d upen grennd
exclusively eccupied by the It-Iahrattas, render the suppcsitien that they were the werk
ef seme great peeple, insulated frem the rest ef the werld, and whese existence has
been fergetten in the lapse ef ages, very prebable. This empire must have lasted many
years, te prednce werks requiring such extraerdinary and persevering labeur, and it
must alse have been characterised by the mest liberal netiens en the subject cf religieus
telerance, since it has admitted temples belenging te sects vielently eppesed te each
ether, inte clese and apparently amicable neighbeurheed.
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rue VILLAGE or NAREE.
THERE can be no doubt that the occupation of the Himalaya by the British, and the
gradual introduction of a more scientific method of cultivating the native products of
the ooimtry, together with the development of its numerous resources, will tend greatly
to improve the condition of the native inhabitants. Their poverty is wholly the effect
of ignorance, for though there are a great many natural disadvantages, against which
the husbandman must contend, yet a superior degree of skill, and a better acquaintance
with the principles of agriculture, would speedily counterbalance these drawbacks, and
render the soil quite equal to the support of a much larger population, while its esports
might be very materially increased. The mountaineers, or Pnharies, as these hill-
pcople are called, though perhaps not equal in mental capacity to the inhabitants of
the plains, exhibit no want of intelligence, and may he easily made to comprehend the
means of [procuring additional comforts; but there is one quality essentially necessary
to render them agreeable to their British visitants, which is unteachable--and that is,
cleanliness.

It is estraordinary how very small a portion of the human race seem to comprehend
the blessing of that cheap lusury attainable by all, and how dificult it is to make
people who have indulged in dirt and slatternliness, to comprehend the offensive nature
of their habits, and to induce them to adopt a better system. Example appears to
have no efl"ect; the old Scottish saying, “the clartier the cosier,” if once established,
remains an incontrovertible dictum, notwithstanding its obvious fallacy, since nothing
can he more conducive to warmth, as well as to health, than the cleansing of the pores,
and the eschange of dirty garments for clean ones.

Every march throughout the Himalaya aftords some proof of the inveterate nature
of the preference manifested for dirt, and all its odious concomitants _; and while
admiring the picturesque appearance of the villages, the ingenuity displayed in the
construction of the houses, and the convenient arrangement of some of the interiors,
we were deterred from any thing approaching to close contact, either to men or dwell-
ings, by the vermin and bad smells which invariably accompanied both.

The number of houses composing the village of Naree is small, and the primitive
hamlets of the hill-districts do not usually eaceed twenty-five or thirty, the families
being in the same proportion; the advantages of division of labour not yet being under-
stood, all the Inechanical arts belonging to one trade, are carried on by the same indi-
vidual, who transmits his occupation to his descendants. The greater number of the
mountaineers call themselves Rajpoots, but they are unable to show any legitimate
claim to the title, so degenerate a race seldom springing from warlilie ancestry. From
whatever circumstance it may be caused, they do not esliibit the int-repidity, hardihood,
and enterprise which usually characterise the people who inhabit alpine regions; but

o
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their timidity and apathy are not so offensive as their total want of sentiment. Not-
withstanding the absence of refinement of feeling in the I-Iindoo character generally,
the people of the plains manifest a high sense of honour: their marriages may be con-
tracted without respect to that mutual affection which seems so requisite for the
security of domestic happiness; but they regard female chastity as an essential, and,
if not so easily roused to jealousy as the lllehammedans, will not brook dishonour, and
will sacrifice themselves, as well as those nearest and dearest to them, rather than see
their women degraded. In the hills, no sort of respect is paid to the sea. "Women
are looked upon as espensive articles, since every man must purchase his wife ; and in
order to diminish the sum spent upon the acquisition and the support of this domestic
slave, four or live brothers will be content with a revolting partnership in her affections.
The demand being so small, it is generally supposed that the infanticidc common to
many of the Rajpoot tribes is practised with regard to daughters, it being difficult to
dispose of a large family to advantage; at least, no satisfactory reason is given for the
paucity of females,—wl1o are not found unmarried in the houses of their pa-rents, as
would be the case if their number bore any proportion to that of the men. Such
a wretched state of things cannot fail to retard the progress of civilisation, which in
all countries is more easily carried on by means of the women, and children, who are of
course influenced by their mothers, than by the adult male portion of the community.
Wonicii, on account of the greater liveliness of their imaginations, are readily induced
to adopt novel modes of thinking, and, wherever they are in suflicient numbers to have
any weight, will, notwithstamling every efibrt to depress and degrade them, obtain
a very considerable degree of influence over the other sen. Thus, even amongst the
American Indians, the squaws, though looked upon with contempt and disdain by their
lordly masters, have contrived to introduce many innovations, both in religion and
uianners, in several of the tribes, which they have adopt-ed from their European
associates, while there are histories of the heart to be found in the annals of the wildest-
and most barbarous of these imtamed savages. The Hindee of the plains, though sunk
in sensuality, occasionally evinces some finer feeling, and will, in the pursuit of a romantic
attachment, afford materials for the poet; but nothing of the hind can esist amid a
people who can neither understand or appreciate the charm of female purity; while the
women, so long as the abominable system of polygamy prevails, which has been from
time immemorial established in the Himalaya, must remain in their present wretched
and most contemptihle condition. In speaking thus of the native character, we must
deplore the melancholy circumstances which have produced it, rather than inveigh
against the people themselves, on account of the inevital:-le result of some inexplicable
notions which prevailed in a remote antiquity, and of which they have never yet been
taught the fallacy. It is impossible, in passing through a foreign country, not to speak
with reprehension of systems and customs which militate against the ideas of persons
farther advanced in morality and civilisation ; but we ought to be cautious in our cen-
sures, to pity while we condemn, and, moreover, (when, as in India, we have the oppor-
tunity,) to use our best endeavours to introduce a better code of morals, and to try the
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effects of instruction, before we stigmatise a whole race as inimical to all improvement.
The language employed in commenting upon native vices of every kind, usually eshihits
more of indignation, than of that discriminative justice which ought always to accom-
pany inquiries into national character. It has been truly said, that we have thrown
more odium on the faults of the natives than they deserve, and that in our reprobation
of crimes and follies, which we have little or no temptation to commit, we forget how
often we err on the score of benevolence, justice, courtesy, and charity, towards those
who have so much right to espect all the Christian virtues at our hands. Never, per-
haps, were the lines of I-Indibras more strongly esemplified than in India, since most
certainly there, we

Compound for sins we are inclined to,
Hy damning those we have no mind to.

lilllll-TS N:E£lL1{r THE Sfillllfi-E OF THE JlllllN.l..

Tan glen of the Jumna, a deep and winding valley, sunk amid a most chaotic confusion
of I]1tH].I1lIEi.l]1S_, is ineonceivably wild and grand throughout the whole of its course to
the plains. In many places the river struggles through narrow passages formed by the
angles which project into its bed; and the terrent, when circumscribed in spaces
scarcely twenty feet in width, boils and foams so fearfully, that to gase upon it causes
the brain to whirl; and sight and sense would fail, if contemplated for many minutes
without some strong feeling of secinity. The accompanying sketch represents a
remarl~:able'fall of the Jumna a short distance below its source, the point at which it
receives a very censiderahle tributary stream. This beautiful accession may be traced
to its mountain birth-place, winding over the rocky platform in graceful undulations,
noiselessly, for its gentle murmurings, together with those of other rivulets, speeding
onwards to the same point, are lost in the roar of the Jumna, which comes raging
and thundering along, falling with prodigious force into a basin which it has worn
tor itself in the solid rock, whenee it springs again in a sea of foam, and pursues
its turbulent course, precipitating a raging torrent down an abyss yawning fright-
fully below.

The Jumna flows in a southerly direction through the province of Gurwhal, where,
at Kalsee ghaut, in latitude 30“ 30’ north, it is joined by the Tense, which, though
a much more considerable stream, loses its name at the point of junction. Notwith-
standing the rocks and rapids which impede the course of these rivers, some of our
party were of opinion that timber could be floated dcwn them—an undertaking which,
if accomplished, would render the hills esceedingly profitable to any enterprising
person: so thiclily wooded are the surrounding regions in many places, that one single
square mile would furnish a navy with timber-and the growth of a hill, all the navies
in the world.
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At the junction of the Banal with the Jumna, the latter is a very broad and rapid
stream, flowing over scattered rocks. Throughout its whole mountain-co1u~se, this
fertilising river constantly presents some beautiful or inspiring scene, its banks, though
rocky and precipitous, and of the wildest character, being diversified with splendid
foliage, while in some places the smiling stream glides along the bases of green slopes,
rich with cultivation, and of the brightest verdure ; and continually crossed by ravines,
beautiful valleys may be approached on either side, teeming with every product that
nature has given for the use or the enjoyment of man.

In the course of the tours made by the party throughout the province of Gurwhal,
they frequently came upen the -lumna, and always with delight, although, as it has
before been remarked, some awarded the preference to the scenery of the Rupin and
Pabar rivers. The choice is, however, one of comparative beauty, and one which may
be accorded to all the thousand streams which spring from the rocks and snows of these
giant mountains, with the e:-zception perhaps of the Sutlej, which does not possess the
various charms of landscape which render the other views so interesting.

ll]llil.PDl{-E.

Ir is the custom for travellers in India to 'proceed directly through the city whose
outsltirts may be selected for the day’s halting-place, and to pitch their tents upon the
opposite side; thus avoiding the impediments which might retard their progress at the
commencement of their journey, were they to be embarrassed by the obstructions of a
town. As the gates of Indian cities still continue to be shut at night, there would be
diffieulty in getting them opened before the usual hour; and this circumstance affords
another reason for an arrangement, which enables the traveller to go fbrward at any
period most convenient to himself. The European stranger, on entering Bejapore after
a dusty march, is struclz, as he passes down the principal street, represented in the
accompanying engraving, by a feature always associated in the mind with Oriental
architecture, but which is not so frequently met with in India as might be espected,—
fouutains cooling the air with their crystal waters. "Wells and tanlts are frequent, but
we seldom see such fountains as we have imaged in our minds, from the description
given in the Arabian Tales, of artificial cascades watering the gardens of Damascus,
wooing the traveller by their bubbling melody to refresh his parched lips, and bathe his
burning brow. The former sovereigns of Bejapore were not inattentive to this lusury,
and, by the side of many ruined houses, the pure element gushes forth from the gaping
mouths of sculptured animals, bright, and clear, and beautiful as ever, rejoicing in the
sunlight, with the same sweet sound as in those better times, when all around was
young and vigorous as itself.
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Te Ali Adil Shah, the fifth rnenarch ef his dynasty, the city cf Bejapere is indebted
fer the aqueducts which cenvey water threugheut the streets; werhs which are little
impaired hy time, and, with ethers still in esistence, perpetuate the splendeurs cf his
reign. These feuntains censtitute almest the sele remains ef fermcr grandeur in this
pcrtien ef the city, where the heuses are fast verging te the last stages cf decay. The
building which is seen te the left, hewever, a pcrtien ef the Jumma Iv.'[usjid, hids fair te
survive the rain which has fallen upen the dwellings ef the Omrahs in its neighbeur-
heed. This superh edifice is alse the werk cf Ali Adil Shah; it- is a nehle huilding,
havinga peculiarity net unfrequent in the mesques ef India, that ef heing entirely epen
upen ene side. The temple is, in fact, cempesed ef rews ef arches; these ferm the
entrances which stretch aleng the whele faeade, frenting a spacieus quadrangle enclesed
all reund with a cleister, er piassa, arched in the same manner as the principal hnild-
ing. A large light deme springs frem the centre, and the ceurt heyend is emhellished
by a rcserveir and feuntain ef water. The faithful eften perferm their erisens by the
side ef this basin, prestrating themselves upen the greund, and teuching the pavement
many times with their fereh eads. The pesitien ef Christian visiters is semetimes rather
singular; they may be seen seated at their ease within the sacred precincts ef this
stately hall, while the deveut heliever stands at the threshheld, and, apparently uncen-
scieus cf their presence, penrs ferth his prayers and petitiens with all the fervenr el
devetien. In mere pepnleus places than Bejapere, large cengregatiens are enly assem-
hled in the mesques upen 'particular cccasicns, dining the celehratien ef feasts and
festivals. There are pulpits, frem which the hieellahs preach, and espeund passages
frem the hieran ; hut they are net much in use, and, like Zeheide in the city given ever
te idelatry, we might wander threugh fifty deserted places cf wership witheut hearing
the werd cf the Prephet.

The interier cf the Jnmnia Musjid is very richly ernarnented with inscriptiens cf
geld upen lapis lasuli : its interier aspect reminds the spectater cf the sele1n11 grandeur
ef the cathedrals cf Eurepe-an ceuntries ; the series cf arches which succeed, and cress
each ether, frem whatever peint ef view he may place himself, preduces a nehle effect
cf perspective; and the style ef its ernaments, which are judiciensly, theugh sparingly,
distributed ever the walls, is in fine keeping with the remainder cf the building, and
reflects great heneur e11 the taste cf the artist, and that ef the prince under whese
auspices the werk was cempleted. A few peer priests are still in attendance; hut the
cuter chambers, fermerly apprepriated te the aceemmedatien cf Meellalis, and ether
hely persens helenging te the mesque, are new inhabited hy seme ef the mest disre-
putahle classes cf seciety. Semetimes a rnelnentary gleam cf splendeur is imparted te
the deselate and remantic city cf Bejapere, by a visit frem ene cf the present rulers cf
India. Upen a recent cecasien, the heneurs paid te the geverner ef Bemhay had nearly
preved fatal te the meuldering piles tettering te their fenndatiens, and unahle te stand
against the thunder ef artillery.

Amidst the ehjeets ef curiesity preserved at Bejapere, is a large gun, fermed ef
mined metal, ef which there is said te he seme pcrtien ef geld, and every censiderahle

r
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quantiiy cf silver. The weight is ferty tens, and it is allewed te he the largest piece ef
erdnance ef the same descriptien in the werld. This splendid gun was the werk cf
Uhuleby Enemy Khan, an efieer in the service ef I-Ieessein Nisam Shah, at Ahmed-
nuggur: the meuld in which it was cast is still in esistence, and lies neglected in the
garden ef the temb cf the fennder, which has been cenverted inte quarters fer an
English eflicer. This gun is snppesed te have been taken, in 1h62, by Ali Adil Shah;
and many persens whe visit Bejapere regret that such a splendid specimen cf the art
cf eanen-feunding in India, at the distance cf three hundred years, sheuld be allewed te
remain neglected en the dilapidated walls ef a city sc little knewn as Bejapere, instead
cf being placed in seme censpicueus situatien in England, where it weuld attract the
admiratien ef the whele ef Eurepe. Others are ef epinien, that we sheuld cemmit an
act mere werthy cf a despet than a genereus cenquerer, in aderning eur capital with
the speils ef fereign ceuntries ; and are better pleased that the gun sheuld remain
surreunded by buildings ceeval with itself, and asseciated with its histery. There can
be ne dcuht that the less ef this gun weuld inflict the deepest serrew and mertificatien
upen the native inhabitants ef Bejapere, whe, beth Meslem and Hindee, apprcach it
with great reverence, paying almest divine heneurs te a pewer which inspires them with
awe and veneratien. It is styled hliulki l"+-Ieidan, er Meelh e Meidan, Severeign ef the
Plain; and English efficers visiting Bej apere, have seen, with surprise, the natives
advance tcwards it with jeined hands, and devetien in their ceuntenances. One ef
these gentlemen ebserves, that while flewers were strewed en the here, the ferepart ef
the muscle was smeared with cinnabar and eil, and there were marhs, as well as edeurs,
cf lately-burned perfumes, which plainly indicated that an eifering had been made te
the spirit residing in this warlike shrine. The gun is enriched with inscriptiens and
devices, in the flerid style which characterizes Oriental embellishments ef this nature;
the pertiens net thus ernamented, present a surface se smeeth and pelished as te be
ahsclntely slippery; and the senereus seund ef the metal preves the large prepertien ef
silver cf which it is cempesed. It is a cemmen practice ameng yeung Eurepean etlicers,
te effect an entrance threugh the meuth ef this enermeus piece cf erdnanee, the inte-
rier being furnished with a scat fer their accemmedatien : it will centain five persens
witheut much crewding; but the eccupants, while enjeying themselves in their shady
retreat, are eften ejected by a very summary precess. Seme mischieveus wight en the
eutside, meves the rings, striking them against the gun. The seund preduced is tre-
mendeus, and the vibratiens se distressing, that eat eeme the whele party as if they
were shet.

On the visit cf ‘Sir Jehn Maleelin, during the peried ef his vicereysbip at Bembay,
the Satara Rajah, whe helds the surreunding territeries under the British gevern-
ment, directed that this gun sheuld be fired eff, as an apprepriate salute. Theugh
net charged with mere than half the weight ef pewder which its chamber ceuld centain,
the cencussien was awful ; it sheek many cf the buildings te their feundatiens, and the
terrified inhabitants, as the reverberatiens relled aleng, cspected te see the demes and
tewers, sm'vivers ef fermer shechs, eeme tumbling abeut their cars. It is said by the
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natives, that Mooll-z e ll-Ieidan had a sister of similar sise, named Kurk o Budglee,
Thmider and Lightning, and that it was carried to Poonah. No trace, however, remains
of this less fortunate twin; if it ever esisted, which is doubtful, it must have been
melted down long ago. A model of the Sovereign of the Plain has been brought to
England, and forms a part of a very noble collection of curiosities in the possession of
an oflicer of the Bombay army.

SHERE Slll-iH’S TOMB AT SASSER-.tlT.

Tun town of Sasseram is situated in the district of Shahahad, which forms a portion of
the picturesque and fertile province of Behar ; it is about thirty-four miles to the south
of Bursar, and the new road from Calcutta to Benares runs directly through it.
Strangers travelling through the Bengal presidency do not, until after they have
passed the city of Patna, come upon any of those wonders of lrloslem architecture for
which northern India is so justly celebrated.

The majestic solemnity and sober plainness of the dark grey pile which rears its
dome-crowned roof over the remains of the most remarkable personage of his day, are
indicative of the antiquity of the building, for at this period marble had not entered
into the composition of the imperial edifices of Hindostan. This splendid material was
sparingly used in the time of Humaioon. Akbar employed it with a more lavish hand ;
but it was not until the reign of Shah -Tehan that it was piled in the rich profusion
which escites so much delighted surprise in the scenes where that tasteful monarch
reigned and revelled. The tomb of Shore rises in the centre of an immense reservoir
of water, three or four hundred yards square. This tomb is surrounded by a high
embankment, constructed of the earth which was dug out of its foundation; and along
each side there runs a flight of stone-steps, affording access to the water from every
part. The tomb is raised upon a square platform in the centre of a terrace, approached
from the water by handsome flights of steps, and it was formerly connected with the
main land by a bridge of live arches, the remains of which appear in the accompanying
engraving. The angles of the platform are flanked by low cupola’d towers, and there
is a small but very handsome arched gateway leading to the bridge.

The tomb itself is octagonal, and consists of two steries beneath the dome, each
having a flat terrace running round it, adorned with small pavilion-like turrets, open at
the sides, and cupolaid at the top. The summit of the dome was originally crowned
with one of these cupelas, supported upon four slender pillars, and adding an air of
grace and elegance to the massive edifice below. The tomb is constructed of stone,
furnished from the neighbouring hills, and very neatly joined together, though desti-
tute of the carved work which gives so florid an appearance to the elaborately orna-
mented mausolcums of Agra and Delhi. The small cupola’d turrets have a coating of
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stucco, intended in all probability to receive those blue enamelled tiles which are seen
in the decorations of buildings of this period, and with which similar cupolas springing
round the tomb of Akbar are covered. The interior is equally plain, containing several
sarcophagi, in which the enterprising Affghan and his family lie enshrined;

In the absence of bridge or boat, the natives have a curious method of ferrying
themselves across the tank to Shore Shah’s tomb ; they insert the four legs of a char-
poy, or bedstead, into earthen vessels, called kedgeree pots, which float the raft, and,
seating themselves upon it, they paddle over, taking care, of course, not to strike the
jars, as a single fracture would send them at once to the bottom. The redundance of
foliage now springing through the interstices which time has made in the basement
story of Shore Shah"s tomb, affords melancholy indications of its approaching demo-
lition. Should these shrubs be permitted to remain, the rapidity of their growth will
soon undermine the foundation, and in a very short time the ruins of this splendid
building will choke up the surrounding tank.

Shore Shah, like many other Moslem princes, did not leave the care of his ashes to
posterity, but constructed his mausoleum dining the flourishing period of his reign. He
inherited the district of Sasseram from his father Hussein, who had received it as the
reward of his services to the snbahdah of -launpore. He distinguished himself at a very
early period of life, and his original appellation of Ferid was soon lost in the more
popular title bestowed upon him in consequence of an esploit with a tiger, which he
killed by a single stroke of his sabre, while at a hunting party with hilahmood, who had
raised himself to the sovereignty of Behar. From this time he was known by the name
of Shere Khan: Shore signifies lion, a title frequently given to the slayers of those
savage beasts, and which was subsequently won by the brave and unfortunate Afkun,
1:ho first husband of Near hilahal.

Shere Khan was an Alfghan by descent, of the Ghorian family, and it is said, that
in a visit to the hloghul camp in the days of Baber, he conceived the design of wresting
the empire from the descendants of Tamcrlane, and restoring it to the race of its em'lier
sovereigns. Prosecuting this design through various vicissitudes of fortune, during
fifteen years of unremitting warfare, he at length achieved his object, and, th*iving the
unfortunate Humaioon into enile, seated himself upon the throne of Delhi. Had Shore
Khan succeeded to the empire of I-lindostan by descent, he would doubtless have won
the affection of his contemporaries, and the admiration of posterity; but the nobler
qualities of his mind were obscured by ambition ; he thirsted for power, and obtained
a throne at the espense of many crimes, staining the royal dignity by acts of treachery,
necessary perhaps to secure the position i11 which he had placed himself, but unjustifi-
able in themselves, and odious in the eyes of the people.

Though little scrupulous in his private conduct, and reckless of the means which
promised to maintain his sovereignty, Shore Shah was not unmindful of the public weal,
and endeavoured, by the establishment of many useful institutions, to reconcile the
people of India to his usurpation. He encouraged commerce, by affording merchants
from distant countries facilities for travelling, and for the transportation of their goods,
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by making roads, and building caravanserais, after the model of those which esisted in
Perms. From Bengal and Saunargaum to the Nihlb, a branch of the Indus, at the
distance of three thousand English miles, he dug a well at the end of every two miles,
planted the road with fruit-trees, and secured accommodation for men and cattle at each
stage of the journey. A certain number of domestics were maintained at these serais,
and the charges were regulated by law. He introduced convenient weights and mea-
sures, and established horse-posts for the conveyance of intelligence to government,
which were also available to private individuals, as the medium of correspondence with
remote districts, which had hitherto been attended with great difiiculties, and had
proved a serious hinderance to commercial speculations.

The death of Shere is variously related : by some writers it is averrecl, that, being a
very expert marksman, and fond of firearms, he made an essay with his own hands of
the capacity of a large piece of ordnance sent to him from Bengal; the gun being too
heavily charged, burst when the match was applied, and a fragment striking the emperor
killed him on the spot. Ferishta attributes the catastrophe to a diflbrent cause, and
tells us, that Shere’s death was occasioned by the bursting of a shell, which blew up a
powder ma-gaaine of a battery in which he stood, while lawg siege to Kallinger, one
of the formidable hill-fortresses of Buudelkhund, and supposed to be the strongest place
of defence in Hindustan. The warlike monarch, though desperately wounded, allowed
not his spirit to share in his bodily suflerings, but still continued to cheer on his troops
to the attack. The place was vigorously assaulted, and in the evening the soldier’s
dying moments were soothed by intelligence of its reduction. Eaclaiming, “ Thanks
to Almighty God,” he breathed his last.

THE CITY OF NAHUN, VIEWED Fllflll THE NORTH.

Nannie is the capital of Sirmoor, that is, the chief town of a small raj, and, though
diminutive, is considered one of the best-planned and best-built cities in India. It is
approached through a very picturesque, well-watered, and finely-wooded valley, and,
occupying the summit of a rock, it commands on all sides most eatensive and beautiful
views. The country round about is intersected with valleys and ravines, clothed in the
richest luauriance of foliage and verdure, the Deyrah Dhoon stretching out in the dis-
tance to the south-east, and "the comparatively low belts of hills in the neighbom-hood
affording very pleasing specimens of mountain-scenery. The road leading to the town
is esceedingly steep and narrow, cut inconveniently up a very precipitous ascent, which
elephants, however, contrive to mount, even when laden with baggage. The streets
have somewhat the appearance of stairs, so numerous are the steps occasioned by the
unevenness of the rock on which they are built ; and though accustomed to the native
disdain of obstacles of this kind, we were s1.u'prised to see the principal inhabitants

it
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riding about on horseback and mounted on elephants, as if the place were adapted for
such recreations.

The rajah, who is indebted to British aid for the rescue of his dominions from the
Ghoorhas, is eaceedingly polite and attentive to Europeans passing his way, affording
them all the assistance in his power. He is rather in an impoverished condition, his
territories consisting chiefly of the thinly peopled and scantily cultivated mountain
regions between Deyra and Pinjore; but while complaining, and with some reason, of
the scantiness of his revenues, he contrives to cut a figure which he trusts will impress
his European visitants with a due notion of his consequence.

There are few things more absurd than the interviews which occasionally take place
between native potentates and the civil or military European travellers who may chance
to pass through some remote principality. The latter are usually in a most deplorable
state of dishabille-—fortunate if they have a decent coat to mount upon the occasion.
A long journey, in all probability, has sadly deteriorated the appearance of the cattle
and the followers, and the tourist would willingly relinquish the honours which are
thrust upon him. The rajah, on the ether hand, is El.IL‘.'£lD1lS to eshibit as a person of
importance, and, having given due notice of his intended visit, pays his respects to the
representative of Great Britain with all the pomp and circumstance which he can com-
mand. The cavalcadcs on these occasions are generally exceedingly picturesque, and
alford an imposing display of elephants handsomely caparisoned, ornamented litters,
gaudily-dressed troopers, and crowds of men on foot, brandishing swords, silver maees,
and rusty matclilochs; while the deep and rapid sounds of the kettle-drums, and the
shrill blasts of the trumpets, come upon the ear in wild and warlike melody. It is
necessary, notwithstanding the numerous discrepances appearing in the shape of ragged
followers, and the consciousness of the unfituess of travelling costume for the reception
of a visit of state, to preserve a steady countenance, si11oe laughter would appear
unseemly, and certainly would not be attributed to the right cause. The rajah of
Nahun is rather proud of his killar, or fortress, and never fails to invite European
strangers to pay him a visit i11 it, and to inspect his troops. The latter are neither very
numerous nor highly disciplined, and their appearance readily accounted for the facility
with which the more martial Soil.-as and Ghoorkas possessed themselves of the territories
of the raj. "Within view of the town is the hill-fortress of Tytock, four thousand eight
hundred and fifty-tom‘ feet above the level of the sea, which eost the lives of four
British oficers in its capture during the Ghoorka war. The fall of these brave men is
commemorated by a lofty obelisk, which marks their graves, dug on the bank of a
spacious tank, in the very centre of the town of Nahnn; a scene full of melancholy
interest to those who, in their wanderings, come suddenly upon the remote resting-
place of men who wrestcd these hills from the irightful tyranny of their previous
conquerors.

Nahun is situated in latitude 20° 33*’ north, longitude 7”?“ 16’ east, forty-sin miles
north-by-west of Saharunpore. There is a tolerably good road from this place to
Subathoo, the ostensible residence oi the political agent, and there are bungalows upon
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this road for the accommodation of travellers. Nahun is considered to be healthy, but
it is rather inconveniently warm, notwithstanding its elevated position, upwards of three
thousand feet above the level of the sea _; it is also eaposed to the influence of the hot
winds, and during one period of the year the jungles in the neighbourhood are impreg-
nated with malaria.

Subathoo, which is the most northerly European settlement in India, excepting
Khotgur, is situated at the distance of four marches from Nahun, near the banks of the
Sutlej river; and our party were induced to pay a visit to the fair at Rampore, men-
tioned in the succeeding pages. Rampore is the capital of the country of Bussahir,
which lies for the most part within the Himalaya, and is enceedingly rugged and
mountainous ; the town occupies a narrow stripe of land, on the left bank of the Sutlej.
This place consists chiefly of one broad street, containing about a hundred and fifty
houses, and forming a crescent, the palace of the raj ah, a substantial but gloomy-loohing
building, standing in a commanding position. Rampore boasts foiu- temples, dedicated
to Mahadeo and Kalee, the deities chiefly worshipped throughout these mountains,
though under different appellations. On account of its confined situation, this oddly
placed city only receives the sun during sis hours of the day, a circumstance which occa-
sions great variation of temperature. There is a considerable manufacture of blankets and
woollen-cloths carried on at Rampore, and, strange to say, the men use the spindle, sit-
ting comfortably at home employed in their easy task, while the women not only perform
all the household drudgery, but labour also in the fields.

The breadth of the Sutlcj at Rampore is two hundred and eleven feet, and during the
summer months is crossed by a jhoola, or swing-bridge, which is erected in May, and
employed until the early part of September. The river begins to swell in ldarch, and
during June, July, and August, the stream reaches its height, and, rendered turbid by
the dissolution of vast fields of snow in the Himalaya, rolls along in a darl-2 _flood.
A gadual commencement of the subsiding of the waters takes place by the end of Sep-
tember, and the stream is low and clear until the close of February. There is no bridge
during these months, but the passage across the river is elfected upon the hide of a
bufihlo or bullock, inflated with air, on which a single person, together with the ferry-
man, can be conveyed. The latter throws himself on his breast athwart the skin, and
directs its course by the rapid action of his feet in the water, assisted by a paddle three
feet in length, which he holds iu his right hand. He thus crosses the stream with ease,
but it is sometimes necessary to launch two or three ski ns together, in order more
effectually to stem the force of the current. The passenger sits astride, across the back
of the ferryman, resting his legs on the skin, and the tail and legs of the bullock being
left entire, serve to support and prevent him from being wetted. There is some danger
of the bursting of the skin, in which event the passenger would he in a disagreeable
predicament, for the velocity of the current is so great, and the river so full of rocks,
that an expert swimmer would scarcely succeed in reaching the shore. "When natives
of rank cross the ferry, a seat is prepared by lashing two or more skins together, and
then placing a charpoy, or common bedstead, across them.
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THE VILLAGE OF EURSALEE.

Tnis village, which is well built, and which stands at the height of seven thousand
eight hundred and sixty feet above the sea-level, is one of the largest of the class usually
found in the Himalaya, consisting of at least thirty houses, with a population amounting
to nearly three hundred persons. It is seated on a plain of considerable dimensions on
the left bank of the rocky ravine which forms the channel of the Jinnna, surrounded
by an amphitheatre of mountains piled one upon another, some dark with rock and
forest, and others shining in all the bright resplendence of eternal snow _; it is reached
by an extremely steep and rough road, which presents a magnificent view in front.
Although the winters me said to be very severe, and the temperatiwe always rather low,
Kmsalee is a place not only of great beauty, but abundance, being cultivated into a
perfect garden, well wooded with luxuriant fruit-trees, which, while they add so much
attraction to the landscape, are pleasingly associated with ideas of wealth and comfort
to those who live beneath their shade.

The people of Kursalee have now become much accustomed to the visits of European
strangers on their route to the source of the Jnmna, and it is the custom for the prin-
cipal inhabitants to come out to meet the pilgrims, of whatever religion, who pass
through. The Hindoos are exceedingly tolerant in their faith, and are, generally
speaking, eager to extend the benefits to be derived from their gods to everybody who
comes in their way; and though conversion is not exactly their object-—for to he any
thing but a pariah, the followers of Brahma must he born in the faith—desire to enlist
votaries in his service. Accordingly all who choose to submit to it, are daubed on the
forehead with the distinguishing mark of yellow ocln'e, denoting the peculiar thakoors,
that is, the heads of the doctrine to which they subscribe, some inclining to one sect,
and some to another. The Hindoos in the service of European strangers joyfully avail
themselves of this testimonial of their near approach to what they consider to be one of
the most holy places in the world. Christian pilgrims dispense with the ceremony
altogether; but while omitting any mark of respect to the pagan deities of the scene,
it will be very long before the hill-people will believe that motives connected with
science, or mere curiosity, have induced them to submit to the toils and dangers which
religious seal seems alone sufiieient to s1u'mount.

At a short distance from Kursalee, the celebrated hot-spring occurs which issues
from the bed of a torrent that joins the Jumna at a place called Banass. This torrent
rushes from the cleft of one of the mountains which hem in a small valley, or rather
dell, and rushes down in one unbroken volume from a height "of at least eighty feet:
the hot-spring which issues from the base of the opposite mountain, and mingles its
waters with its colder but more impetuous neighboiu-, is of a scalding description, and
will not admit of the immersion of the hand or foot fora single moment. The ther-
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mometer stands at 144° when placed in the nearest part of the hot-spring to its jnne.
tien with the rock whence it flows. The water is pure and tasteless, but there appears
to he something ferruginous in the spring, as the stones are discoloured, some being
encrusted with a black substance.

Thfl rflfilifi £1'fi111 Wllifill it its-1-lee are all quarts, surrounded by gneiss and mica schist
on every side, except one, down which the torrent rushes, wearing the rock as smooth
as marble in its fierce descent.

This spot is considered by the Hindoos to be exceedingly holy, and they are rapt in
religious ecstasy, happy in the belief that they have secured the road to heaven, while
the European s1u'veys with admiration and wonder the sublime features which the great
Creator of the universe has here assembled. The width of the channel allowing the
river to spread at this place, renders the stream not so tumultuous as above and below,
and its comparatively tranquil ET.1.I'fEt{Z'-B forms a pleasing contrast to the furious tributary
which rushes into it. The rocks, piling themselves one above another, in fantastic
confusion, are peopled by thousands of pigeons, which, when disturbed, flock out in
clouds; and here, a fitting scene for such a guest, the gigantic elk of these mountains
finds a favourite haunt. The country round about partakes of the same wild, sublime,
and savagely romantic character. Paths, rough, rocky, and dangerous, ascending and
descending across the sides of steep precipices, down to deep ravines, and then winding
upwards, lead to a halting-place on a ledge or terrace, where the hunter may take his
stand, and watch for an opportunity to slay the musk-deer, which, though scarce and
shy, are sometimes attainable ; while the traveller in search of the picturesque looks
down heights of many hundred or even thousand feet, watching the course of some
neighbouring rill, which flings itself in cascades to the dark abyss below. The foliage
of these tremendous solitudes harrnonises well with the character of the scene, it is
sombre, lu.xu1-iant, and heavy; but in his wanderings the pilgrim comes upon rich
clusters of white roses, while the iimumerable family of ferns, mingled with a bright
variety of flowers, spring beneath his feet.

TOMB OF lihHUlllll] Sl'l.d.l'l.

Tun Bnrra G-umboos, great dome, as it is called by the natives, which surmonnts the
massive tomb of the most popular monarh of the Adil Shah dynasty, forms the principal
attraction of a city full of wonders. Mahomed Shah was the last independent sovereign
of Bejapore; he came to the throne at a very early age, when he was not more than
sixteen, and found a large treasury, a country still flourishing, and a well-appointed
army, reported to be two hundred and eighty thousand strong.

The taste for useless splendour and posthumous fame, so remarkably exemplified in
the tombs of Hindostan, is displayed in the fullest extent in the mausoleum of

n



55 nrivnosrax Ixtusraarnn.

ldabomed Shah, which was constructed in the life-time of the monarch, and under his
own auspices. Though somewhat heavy and cumbrous in its structure, its amusing
ise,and the synnnetry of its proportions, fill the mind with reverential feelings : from

whatsoever point it is surveyed, whether near or at a distance, its smpassing magnitude
reduces all the surrounding objects to comparative insignificance, while its grave and
solemn character assimilates very harmoniously with the desolate grandeur of the ruins
which it overtops.

The Bmtra Gumboos, which is visible from every point of the adjacent country,
exceeds the dome of St. Paul’s in diameter, and is only inferior to that of St. Peter’s
at Rome. It crowns a quadrangular stately building, consisting of a single hall, one
hundred and fifty feet square, and, including the cupola, upwards of a hundred and
fifty feet in height. There are four octagonal towers, one at each angle, each is sur-
mounted by a dome, and contains a spiral staircase, by which the ascent to the roof
may be made: though there is more of eyzlperent solidity than of elegance in this build-
ing, its ornaments are rich and appropriate, none are introduced which could injure its
simplicity; and, altogether, there are few of the Moslem remains in India more striking
or splendid than the scpulchre of ldahomed Shah. Unfortunately, the prodigious
weight of the dome, and possibly the badness of the foundation, have reduced the whole
fabric to a state of general decay ; an officer, visiting Bejapore a few years ago, reports
that the primary walls are not only split in some places through and through, but also
in a. parallel direction to their faces, so that in all probability, and at no distant period,
the whole will come instantaneously to the ground. The tomb is raised upon a terrace
of granite two hundred yards square; below are many gloomy chambers, now almost
choked up with rubbish, but the quadrangle in front of the main building is well kept,
and adorned with fountains ; and on the western side there is a second terrace, leading
to a mosque corresponding in form with the mausoleum, but accompanied by two slight
and elegant minars, which give grace and lightness to the whole. The sarcophagus of
Mahomed Shah is placed upon a raised platform of granite, under a wooden canopy, in
the centre of the hall ; on his right, are the tombs of his so11 and daughter-in-law ; on
the left, those of a favourite dancing-girl, his daughter, and his wife: the whole are
covered with holy earth brought from Mecca, mixed with sandal-wood dust ; but
although this sort of plastering may excite the admiration of the devout disciples of the
prophet, it gives the monuments a very mean appearance; the canopy over that of
ldahomed Shah is said to have been of solid silver ; but, having fallen a prey to the
rapacity of the ldalirattas, a shrine of humbler materials was substituted. The sur-
rounding walls are embellished with inscriptions from the Koran, in alto-relievo ; the
characters being gilded and raised upon a deep-blue ground of enamel, formed by a
liquid coating of lapis laauli ; the gold ornaments beautifully interwoven together, and
embossed upon this splendid material, produce a very fine elfect, and are introduced
with great judgment.

The present inhabitants of Bejapore retain a more lively recollection of Mahomed
Shah than of any of his predecessors; he is represented to have been a prince of pecu-
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liarly amiable character, and to have possessed those virtues most in esteem amongst
Asiatics: he is extolled for his wisdom, his justice, and, above all, for his munificence ;
and though the circumstance of his being the last independent prince of Bejapore may
account for the glory which encircles his name, as he was also the best known of all the
princes of the Adi} Shah dynasty, we may suppose that he really merited the commen-
dations which are lavished upon his memory. Dining the whole of his reign, he kept
up a good understanding with the Mogul emperor, Shah Jehan, whom he courted
through the medium of his favomite son, Dara. The intimacy and confidence which
existed between the sovereign of Bejapore and this unfortunate prince, excited the
jealousy of Aurungsebe, who, independent of his ambitious desire to bring all the
Mahommedan kingdoms of India under his own sway, entertained a personal hatred to
those monarchs who espoused the interests of his brother; and the enmity thus drawn
upon Bejapore, was openly displayed at the first convenient opportunity. hlahomed at
his death was succeeded by his son, Ali Adil Shah II., at this time nineteen years of
age. The resources of the country were still considerable ; he had a well-filled treasury,
a. fertile territory, and his army, had it been properly concentrated, was powerful. The
troops, unfortunately, were greatly divided, large bodies being employed in reducing
the refractory Zemindars of the Carnatic. All Adil Shah mounted the throne without
any complimentary reference, or the observance of the homage which Arungsebe pre-
tended to claim by right of an admission from Mahomed Shah. The ldoghuls imme-
diately gave out that he was not the son of the late king, and that it was incumbent
upon the emperor to nominate a successor. " This war,” observes the historian, “upon
-the part of the Moghuls, appears to have been more completely destitute of apology
than any that is commonly found even in the unprincipled transactions of Asiatic
governments.” It is said, that, on the final reduction of Bejapore, the conqueror
received a severe reproof from the lips of his favomite daughter. Boasting of the
success with which Providence had crowned his arms in every quarter, and of his
having, by the extinction of this sovereignty, accomplished all the objects of his ambi-
tion, and subdued and dethroned every powerful king throughout Hindustan and the
Deccan, the Begum observed, “ Yum Majesty, it is true, is the conqueror of the world ;
but you have departed from the wise policy of your illustrious ancestors, who, when
they subdued kingdoms, made the possessors of them their subjects and tributaries, and
thus became king of kings, while you are new only a simple monarch, without royal
subjects to pay you homage.” Auruugsebe, we are told, was forcibly struck with the
justice of this remark, which occasioned him so much uneasiness, that he could not
refrain from expressing his displeasure at the delivery of sentiments so mortifying to
his vanity.
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UUOTUB llIl\l.+’Ll1.—l]ELI-II.

Tnn beauty and grandeur of the splendid column which rises in towering maj esty amid
the ruins of Old Delhi, has been universally acknowledged: it is supposed to be the
highest in the world. The base, which is circular, forms a polygon of twenty-seven
sides, and the exterior is fluted to the third story into twenty-seven circular and
angular divisions, the flutings varying in each compartment. There are fem‘ balconies
running round the pillar, the first at ninety feet from the ground, the second at one
hundred and forty, the third at one hundred and eighty, and the fourth at two himdred
and three feet: the summit was crowned with a majestic cupola of red granite, but
this, at the time in which the present view was taken, had fallen in, and does not appear
in the plate. The entire height of the Miner is two hundred and forty-two feet. The
stone of which this magnificent pillar is composed, is principally red granite, but there
is an admixtme of black and white marble, the upper division being entirely formed of
the latter material. An irregular spiral staircase, in which the-re are many openings
for the admission of light and air, leads to the top; but this ascent, only a short time
ago, was difiicult, and even perilous, in consequence of the dilapidated state of the
building. The British government, however, with a praiseworthy desire to rescue so
valuable a relic of antiquity from impending ruin, caused the flight, which consists of
about three hundred steps, to be restored. The undertaking was somewhat difficult:
Major Smith, of the Engineers, who was employed in superintending it, being obliged
to remove several of the large stones near the foundation.

The remains of an unfinished mosque in the close vicinity of the Miner, and the
absence of any authenticated account of these various buildings, have given rise to the
numerous conjectures which pussle the mind, while contemplating this mysterious
wonder springing out of darkness and oblivion. To the eastward extends a court
enclosed by a high wall, and surrounded on two sides by arcades formed of pillars, in
the richest style of Hindoo architecture; the domes are particularly elegant, and were
evidently formed before a knowledge of the principles of the arch had rgaghgd the
country : arcades of the same description, but with little ornament, extend to the south
and east of the Minar. Close under the tower, the remains of one of those superb
portals, common to the buildings of the Moghuls, is seen in the engraving. This
splendid entrance, and the accompanying line of arches, is supposed to be the east
front of an intended mosque, which was commenced under the reign of Mohammed
Ghori, by his viceroy, Cootub, but never completed; and though of equal antiquity
with the Minar, there is no suficient reason for the belief that it was to have been
attached to it. The archway of this gate is sixty feet in height, and the ornaments
with which it is embellished are ruatchless: they are cut with the delicacy of a seal
engraving, and the edges remain to this day perfectly sharp, and uninjured by the
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elemental eenfliets they have sustained during the lapse ef many centuries : the areacle
whieh stretches beneath is ef granite, and eevered with inseriptiens highly and minutely
finished, aeeerding te the usual style ef the Patans, whe are said te huild like giants,
and te embellish like jewellers. Frem the tep ef tl1e Ceetub liiinar the view is suhlilne:
the eye wanders fer miles ever a sea ef ruins, in whieh the niauseleums ef Humaieen
and $ufter Jung alene remain entire. The river Jumna rells its silver eurrents threugh
the midst, making large enrves, as it glides, snake-lilte, aleng. In the bael~';-greund,
the large feudal tewers ef Selimgurgh rear their dark turreted heights in gleemy gran-
deer _; and, still farther in the distance, the white and glittering mesques ef medern
Delhi appear amidst the dark-green feliage ef the surreunding trees.

In visiting the Ceetub hlinar, its astenishing height,’_surprising strength, the beauty
ef its prepertiens, the riehness ef the materials, the eleganee ef its ernaments, and the
dreary grandeur ef the surreunding seene, se eempleteiv fill the mind with almest
tumultuens sensatiens ef pleasure, net whelly unmixed with awe, that nething mere
seems wanting te inerease the interest whieh it ereates,-, but when less ahserhed in the
eentemplatien ef its stately and selemn beauty, the ahsenee ef traditienal tales een-
neeted with se wenderful a mennment ef past ages, is attended with a feeling ef dis-
appointment ; a veid is left in the heart, when battled imaginatien relinquishes the vain
attempt tn dive inte the seerets ef the time-wern tewer.

MUSSUUREE, FROM LANDUUH.

Us-en leaving Hurdwar, we travelled up the valley ef the Dheen te the village ei
Rajpere, at the feet ef the seeendary ehain ef the Himalaya. Part ef eur jeurnev een-
iineted us threugh a thiek ferest ef lefty trees, amid whieh we feund the rhededendren
in full hleem, tegether with ether strangers te the plains ef India. The underweed was
eempesed ef riehly flewering plants, and the air eame lead ed with the fragranee ef the
eerunda, whese white starry hlessems are redelent with perfume, whieh is semetimes
almest eppressive te the sense. The fruit ef the eerunda, whieh in its wild state
resembles that ef the hlaek eurrant, is sweet and weil-fiavenred, afihrding ahu‘hdant and
delieieus feed te wild hugs and parequets, the fermer feeding eagerly upen it; when
ever-ripe, the berries fall, and eever the grennd.

In seme plaees, the read fermed itself inte an avenue, the branehes ef the trees
meeting ever-head; near the inhabited pertiens, hewever, the jungle has heen eleared,
and even where it has been left te its natural state, the utmest variety ef seenery 1s te
be feund in this heautiful valley, part ef whieh is watered by a elear strearll shaded by
elders, while the turf is enlivened hy the amaranth, a bright searlet and pink flewer, and
several speeies ef the ranuneulus. Here, tee, may he feund large hushes ef sage sfiring-
ing frem a earpet ef thyme, whieh gives eut its arematie erleur te every hreeae. The
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valley of the Dhoon has been seleeted for the residenee of the politieal agent of the
provinee, whe, however, takes refuge in the hills during the hottest period of the year
—an enample followed by all who have it in their power to eseape to a better elimate
while the thermometer is at its highest altitude.

The town of Deyrah, the station of the Ghoorka battalion of hill-rangers, has many
advantages to reeommend it, and is eelebrated for a temple saered to the memory of a
Hindee devotee who was its founder. The pagoda is eonstrueted of stone, embellished
with ornaments formed of a peenliar kind of ehnnam, made from the shells of eowries,
and resembling variegated marble. The holy person who built this temple has also wen
for himself the gratitude of the people of the neighbourhood, by the eonstruetion of a
handsome stone tank, whieh oeeupies an aere of ground, and forms an ornamental; as
well as a most aeeeptable bequest.

The aseent from Deyrah to Eajpore is so gradual as to be seareely peroeptible, but
at this point it beeomes more abrupt, and is in some plaees eaeeedingly steep. Being
provided with gboonts, or hill-ponies, we left our less useful eattle below, and, mounting
these rough but sure-footed animals, gave ourselves up to their guidanoe. Our read
led us up the sides of preeipiees of the most romantic eharaeter, eraggy with reeks, and
riehly elothed with trees, deseending to the bottom of deep and almost unfathomable
ravines, whenee, however, the ear ean deteet the sound of mnrmnring streams pursuing
their eeurse through some unseen ehannel.

The summit of this ridge is elevated eight thousand feet above the level of the sea,
and from its utmost height a glorious burst of view is obtained; the plains below
stretehing far and wide, and bounded on either side by the Jumna and the Ganges,
whieh, at the distanee of forty miles apart, p1J_1*S11E their tortuous eareer, until their
silvery traees are lost in the meeting skies. Mter winding for several hundred miles
in a south-easterly direetion, these beautiful rivers unite, the Jnmna throwing itself
into the Ganges at ndlaliabad, thus enelosing a very estensive traet of eountry ealled
the Doaab, and by their fertilising waters rendering it one of the most produetive
dist-riots in India.

Turning in another direetion to the inonntain-seenery, the view is awe-inspiring,
height rises above height, the interseeting valleys seem to be interminable, and the mind
is almost overpowered with astonishment, whieh, as we survey the gigantie wonders of
the seene; is not wholly nnmiaed with a sensation allied to fear. Mnssooree, the site
of a station whieh is now one of the ehi of resorts of the visitors from the plains, stands
at an elevation of seven thousand five hundred feet above the level of the sea, and is
situated on the southern faee of the ridge, ealled the Landour range, and overlooking
the village of that name, whieh has been ehosen for the establishment of a military depdt,
or sanitorinm for those otEeei"s and privates belonging to the Bengal army who have lost
their health in the plains. The barraelis are roomy and eomfortable, and there are
eommodious bungalows for the residenee of the oflieers upon duty. The neighbouring
station, distinguished by the name of hlnssooree, is daily inereasing in siae, in eense-
quenee of the great resort of invalids to this salubrione spot _: but the houses dilfer very
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much in appearance, and me inferior in elegance to those at Simlah, the more fashion-
able hill-settlement. The dwellings erected by the European residents have been com-
pared, not inaptly, to gulls’ nests on the side of a clifl’. There is so little table land-
the level places, composed of a few square yards, being chiefly cut out of the roch—~that
the foundation of many of the cottages are built up with masonry at the edge of preci-
pices, and there is scarcely an enclosed piece of ground round any dwelling. The roads
are narrow, and in many places scooped out of the sides of steeps of the most fearful-
looking nature, yet so speedily does the eye become accustomed to the appearance of
danger, that ladies gallop along them without experiencing any apprehension. Accidents,
however, and those of a very frightful nature, do sometimes occur _; but in consequence
of the extraordinary activity and sagacity of the mountain-ponies, when fatal, they are
usually occasioned by some injndicious act on the part of the rider, for, if left to them-
selves, they are wonderfully successful in scrambling up the steep sides, or holding on
at roots or other projections until assi stance can be afforded them.

Mussooree is not at present much indebted to the hand of art: the roads are
glaringly white, and the appearance of the houses is bare and ugly, even the scenery
in the immediate neighbourhood owes its attractions more to space than any thing else :
the distant prospects are splendid, but the home-scenes want that exquisite beauty
which is to be seen to so much perfection in many of the villages of these hills. There
are no billiard-tables or reading-rooms at present in Mussooree, which is composed
entirely of private houses, and is usually termed the Civil, as Landour is the Military
station. The hasaar, though small, and not tenanted by a single European tradesmen,
is well supplied with necessaries, and even luxuries, wine and beer excepted ,-. lint it is
enlarging, new demands being created as the station increases in sine, while a more
picturesque style of building may render it equal in exterior attraction to its military
neighbour. The traveller who comes suddenly upon a view of Landour is struck with
its beauty, and the picturesque appearance of its scattered houses : being higher up, it
is sometimes preferred to Mnssooree, but is scarcely at the present period so agreeable
as a residence ; and the perpetual descent and ascent to and from the latter-named
place, which possesses the best basaar, and engrosses all the life and bustle of the com-
mnnity,7~are feund to be inconvenient. The Mussooree heights are composed of transition
limestone, very craggy and bold, and argillaceous schistns,the slate exceedingly crumbling:
there is also a large vein of trap in its valleys, for though geologists did not expect to
find volcanic rocks in the Himalaya, trappean rocks have been discovered in some
hundred places on this side of the gneiss, mica, slate, and granite country.

No great expense is incurred in the building of the houses at Itlnssooree, the abun-
dance of timber, (though it has recently been cnt down with too unsparing a hand,}
ahbrds beams and all the wood-work, in its immediate vicinity: the oak and rhododendron,
the latter attaining the sise of a forest tree, supply these materials. Brichs may be
made close at hand, should a preference be accorded to them over the stone, which is
only to he dug from the adjacent quarries. Some Europeans have been rather unfor-
tunate in the site of their houses; others are more happily plflefitl. $l1£!ltt"I'E~fl flullil the
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north wind, which, passing over the snowy mountains, exercises a chilling influence
over every thing exposed to its keen blasts: the trees on the northern side of the range
are stunted and withered, but luxuriance and beauty characterise the south ; the one
being covered with rhododendron rich with flowers, while the other is gloomy with
pines.

The splendid tree mentioned in the foregoing paragraph bears a magnificent crimson
flower, and forms one of the most beautiful, as well as the most prominent featines of
the scene ; the cherry, pear, and barberry are also found. The neighbouring valleys
and ridges aflbrd, to the lovers of field-sports domiciled at Mussooree, abundant oppor-
tunities of procuring every sort of game, although there may be some dificnlties in the
pursuit: pheasants are exceedingly numerous, and of great sine and beauty, and those
who are fond of the study of natural history in any of its departments, will find an
ample field for their labours, in a country abounding with objects of interest.

The first European mansion constructed at Mussooree belonged to Colonel Young:
who commanded a Ghoerha corps stationed in the Dhoou; it was called the Potato
Garden, in consequence of a plantation of that useful vegetable, and remained for some
years the only habitation of the hind upon the hill. It is very prettily situated, perched
upon the summit of one of the lewer eminences, or rather hnolls, clustering together,
and rising one above the other from the Mussooree range. This hill is wooded with
scattered trees, loolting, so judiciously are they placed, as if they were planted for efi'ect ;
it is less steep, and better adapted for garden ground, than many of the hanging terraces
attached to the more recent erections.

RUINS,—{}LD DELI-II.
.l'L1'ilII1sT misshapen fragments, prostrate masses of stone—where the mosque of the
faithful and the pagoda of the idolater lie indiscrirninately tegether in one wide sea of
ruin--the circular towers, which appear in the plate, still retain a considerable portion
of their pristine beauty, and afibrd a pleasing relief to the eye, weary of the utter deso-
lation and horror extending over so large a surface along the site of Old Delhi. It is
not ltnewn, at the present day, to whose memory the monument, occupying the centre
of the quadrangle flanlted by these towers, was raised, but the existing portion shows
that formerly it must have been a splendid emhellisliment of this once magnificent
scene. The tomb is erected upon a terrace or platform, supported by arches, with a
reund tower sinmounted by an open eupela at each angle, that which occupies the fore-
ground ef the engraving being the only one remaining in a tolerable state of preserva-
tion. This beautiful relic of other days is found at the northern extremity of the ruins
of the fermer city, and about a mile from the walls of modern Delhi. In the period of
its splendour, this ancient capital of the Patan and llioghnl emperors was said to cover
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a space of twenty square miles, and the ruins are strewed over a plain nearly equal in
extent. Before the Mahommedan invasion, it had been a place of great renown, many
of the remains of Hiudoo architecture dividing the interest with those of the Moslem
conquerors: the sepulchres of one hundred and eighty thousand saints and martyrs,
belonging to the faithful, were, it is said, to he found amidst the wrecks of temples and
palaces, before all had crumbled into the imdistinguishable mass which new renders
the greater part of the scene so desolate. In the time of its glory, groves and gardens
spread their luxiuiant garlands over a soil now so parched, that not a bamboo could be
found at the time that the staircase of the Cootnb lldinar was in too ruinous a state to
admit of its ascent, to form a scaffolding to reach its summit on the outside.

The commencement of the last stage of the decline of Old Delhi must be dated
from the period in which Shah Jehan founded the modern city ; but, for a long time
subsequently to the transfer of its inhabitants to its more flourishing neighbom', it
retained a portion of its former beauty. In the days of Shah Jehan, the road through
Agra to Lahore was shaded on either side by a fine avenue of mango trees, and, at the
distance of every three miles, a well and a minar olfered refreshment and repose to the
traveller. The towers and the trees have totally disappeared, and the greater number,
if not the whole of the wells, have been choked up and abandoned; so great has been
the havoc and destruction occasioned by the numerous wars which have ravaged this
ill-fated portion of I-Iindostan. The last decisive battle fought between the Moslem
and the Hindoo, and which secured to the former the supremacy over Indrapnt, occurred
six hundred years ago. The work of devastation has continued, with little intermission,
ever since ; the glories of the Patan and Moghnl monarchies being often obscin'ed by
invasions and rebellions, while the long series of reverses and disasters following the
reign of Aurungsebe completed the catalogue of misfortunes which reduced Delhi to its
present miserable condition. The wrongs of the ancient possessors of the land have
been avenged in Moslem blood by the friends and the foes of the prophet. To the
devastations of Nadir Shah Kussilbashes, the worh of medern times, those of the Jants
succeeded; while the excesses committed by mercenary troops, the hiiahrattas and
llohillas, who, being mutinous, ill paid, and under no discipline or restraint, and com-
mitting all sorts of outrages unpunished, filled up the measure of calamity.

It has been said, that the plunder and the outrages committed by the armies of
Nadir Shah, and Ahmed Shah Abdallah, were less destructive than the havoc produced
by the lawless wretches whom the degenerate Moghuls were compelled to call in to
their assistance against the more warlike race which had established themselves in their
neighbourhood: the ill-fiI.1I‘S‘lDl1S of these invaders, it has been observed, were lilte violent
tempests which carry every thing before them, but which soon subside; whereas the
waste and desolation produced by the Rohillas resembled pestilential gales, following
each other with undiminished fury, and effecting the total destruction of a country
exposed to their withering breath. The ruins which have formed the subject of the
accompanying engraving are situated within a short distance of an eld Patan fortress,
the palace of Firoce Shah, which, in addition to its own peculiar claims to notice, is in

r
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pessession of a Hindoo relic, to which considerable interest is attached. The fortress
is of great estcnt, and, amongst ether buildings, contains a mosque, erected-on the site
of a Hindee temple. In the front of this mosque, in the place where it was first
erected, stands a pillar of mised metal, about twenty-five feet in height, and embellished
with ancient and new unintelligible characters. This column gees by the name of
Firoee Shah’s "Walking Stick. It is said to have been cast amid spells and incantations,
by an ancestor of the Rajah Paitowra, who was assured by the sages and astrologers of
his court, that, as long as it continued standing, his children sheuld rule over the
inheritance which he bequeathed to them. Upon learning this tradition, Firose Shah
would net proceed in the work of demolition commenced upon the pagoda, but allowed
the column to stand in the place where it had been originally erected, in order to shew
the fallacy of the prediction. He strewed the pavement around it with the broken
idols of Hindee worship ; these have leng since turned to dust, but the pillar still
remains, a trophy of the victory of the believer over paganism, though no lohger the
proud emblem of Moslem rule~—-the feeble representative of this once powerful con-
queror being new a tributary to a Christian state. The camp of a British army has
been frequently pitched amidst the ruins of Old Delhi; and instances of the mutability
of human glory, net less remarkable than that which is perpetuated by Firoee Shahis
\?i'a1l-ting Stick, have been witnessed amid the fragments of these lonely ruins.

The deliverance of the unfortunate Shah Allure by Lord Lahe, in 1803, from the
pewer of the Mahrattas, again changed the destinies of Delhi, which, since that period,
has enjoyed unerampled tranquillity. Though the beauty of the scene is diminished,
the suhlimity of these time and tempest worn ruins is increased by the absence of
vegetatien on the arid plain on which they stand. The Jumna overflows the country,
but its waters, at this place, do not confer fertility, the bed of the river being very
strongly impregnated with natron; vegetation is destroyed by the periodical inunda-
tions; and, in consequence of the deleterious effects of the floods, and the neglect of
the wells, a great part of the country about Delhi is converted into an ocean of sand,
through which the camels, plodding their weary way, do not find a bush or a blade of
grass. The nature of the soil, and the numberless holes and hiding-places, presented
in the crevices and fissures of the ruins, afford abundant harbour for snakes. These
and other reptiles may be seen gliding through the hrol-zen walls of many a crumbling
palace, rearing their crests in the porticos and halls, or basking in the courts and
terraces. Wolves and jackals secrete themselves by day in the vaults and recesses of
this deserted city, coming forth at night in packs, and making the walls resound with
their hideous yells ; and the white vulture lieeps lonely ward upon the towers and
pinnacles, screaming, as it snufi's its prey in the distance, or as its keen eye follows the
track of some disabled animal.
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Tee beautiful remains of this once splendid palace arise within the walls of the fortified
portion of Bejapore. The architecture diifers considerably from that of the numerous
ruins which attract the eye in this interesting city ; it is lighter and of a more graceful
character, its airy elegance contrasting finely with the massive solemuity of the
mosques and tombs aroun d.

Very few Eastern cities have the advantage of so much variety in the style of their
buildings, as is to be found_ at Bejapore ; a circumstance to he accounted for by the
great El€lII1ZlIlZ1.]I'B of foreigners at the court of Lits former princes, who were of Turhish
descent. The greater portion of the nobility were composed of Persians, Turks, and
Tartars, who, in all probability, introduced novelties from the countries of their birth;
and we are told by Ferishta, that the first sovereign of the Adil Shah dynasty invited
several eminent artists, belonging to distant lands, to assist in the decorations of the
city, and “ made them easy under the shade of his bounty.” The remains of the
carved work and gilding, still to be found in the interior of the seven-storied palace,
afi'ord beautiful specimens of the state of the art at the period of its erection _; but there
is no authentic record estant to acquaint us by whom this splendid building was cone
strncted, though there is abundance of reason to suppose that it was the residence of
Yusnf Adil Shah himself.

The history of the founder of a kingdom, once the most floiwisliing and powerful in
the Deccan, is of a very interesting and romantic nature. He was, it is said, a son of
the emperor Bajaaet, and according to the policy of Eastern courts, which permits no
younger brother near the throne, was destined by the reigning monarch to be put to
death. Agreeably to the sovereign’s mandate, the eseeutioners came to demand the
young prince, then a mere boy, of his mother, in order that, having strangled him, the
body might be publicly exposed. The unhappy lady, after vainly entreating the remis-
sion of this cruel decree, obtained a delay of four-and-twenty hours to prepare her mind
for the loss which she was doomed to sustain, and immediately sent into the slave marltet
to purchase a substitute for her son. An unfortunate Circassian boy, who bore some
resemblance to the prince, was selected for the victim, and, prevailing upon one of the
ministers to favour the deceit, he sufiered the fate intended for another; and, by this
humane eapedient, the queen succeeded in saving the life of her youngest born.

The persons to whose care prince Yusnf was entrusted carried him to a place of
security, whither he remained until he was sixteen years old, when, through the garrulity
of his nurse, the secret of his birth having transpired, he wandered into Persia. A remark-
able dream, which occurred to him while residing at Shires, determined him to try his
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fortune in India, where he was assured that he should attain to sovereign power. Fortune
smiled upon his enterprise. He arose to some eminence under the governor of Berar,
and, upon the dissolution of the Bhamanee empire in the Deccan, he resolved to push
his fortune ; and, as in the words of his historian Ferishta, the hooma* of prosperity had
spread the shadow of his wings over his head, he became master of a rich and fertile
territory, and established himself as a sovereign at Bejapore. Upon the marriage of his
daughter, the Beeby Musseety, with prince Ahmed at Koolburga, that princess took
her seat above all the other ladies of the court; and, upon being remonstrated with,
replied, that as the daughter of Yusuf Adil Shah, and the niece and grand-daughter of
two emperors of Rome, she considered herself to be inferior to no lady in the Deccan.
It is said that the truth of this assertion was established upon inquiry at Constantinople,
and the claims of the noble lady to pre-eminence was thenceforth allowed at the court
of her father-in-law.

Gibbon mentions the fact of Mahomed having, on his accession, ordered all his
brothers to be put to death, and states also in a note, that one of them was saved, and
became a Christian. The elegant and erudite translator of Ferishta’s history appears
to think it possible that another also might have escaped, whose adventures, in conse-
quence of the distant theatre of action, must have been perfectly unknown to European
historians; under the authority of such a sanction, we may therefore venture to give
credit to the tale of Ynsuf’s birth and preservation.

Ferishta, unfortunately, is rather sparing of domestic anecdotes, the events which
he relates respecting the kingdom of Bejapore being little more than a series of dis-
turbances, rebellions, and conspiracies; yet the architectural remains testify that the
resources of the state must not only have been very extensive, but also very frequently
espended upon works of considerable public utility. The aqueducts, tanks, and wells, still
in esistence, prove that the taste for useless splendour and pesthum ous fa-me,_so remarkably
esemplified in the tombs of Hindustan, and so strengly displayed at Bej apore, was mingled
with a desire to confer a lasting benefit upon posterity. A well-informed person, a descen-
dant of one of the hooaoors of the ancient kings, who acted as guide to Captain Sykes
during his visit, averred that there were still in tolerable preservation at Bejapore,
" seven hundred wells with steps, three hundred without steps, seven hundred mosques
and tombs of stone, and seven hundred of bricks and chunam ;” and those who have
visited the city, and beheld the multitude of its buildings, and the amusing eatent of
ground which they cover, do not refuse to give credit to the assertion.

Many of the most interesting reliques of Bej apore are so little injured by the neglect
and devastation which have converted the surrounding country into a wilderness, as to
give a hope that they may survive to be the ornaments of another capital, far happier

' It is fabled of this bird, that whoever comes under the shadow of his wings will wear a crown. Mr. Heave,
in describing the attributes of this king-maker, supposes that our idea of the phoenix has been taken from the
liooma of Eastern story, and adds, that, judging from the number of kings at present in India, they must be very
rare indeed, more especially in the Honourable Company’s territories, where it _would be diflieult to find a single
nest.
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and better governed than that which fell into dust under the stern despotism of
Aurungsebe, and the wild vengeance of the hilahrattas.

While wandering amongst the ruins of Bejapore, the moralist may reflect upon the
certain consequences of overweening ambition—the defeat of the most cherished objects of
a despot’s soul, by the very means which he has taken to secure their success. Aurung-
sebe, in overthrowing the independent kingdoms of Hindustan, and dethroning their
princes in order to become the sole and sovereign ruler of the lvlahommedan empire,
weakened the barriers which opposed themselves to the growing power of the Mahrattas,
and paved the way to the final destruction of the lvloghul dynasty. The descendant of
this unrelenting victor sits upon the frail remnant of a throne, snatched from the clutch
of the ll-Iahrattas by the bayonets of a foreign power; and the present state of Bejapore
will serve to show what the destiny of India would have been, had not the ascendancy
of the British government secured it from becoming subject to lrlaliratta rule.

The numerous vicissitudes to which the city of Bejapore has been subjected has
given Iise to an idea that immense treasures in gold and jewels are secreted amidst its
ruins. The custom of burying money is still very prevalent in India ; this expedient
being not only resorted to in troublous times, but also finding favour with avaricious
persons who are unwilling that their successors should benefit by their wealth. Runj eet
Singh is said to have been seised by a passion for accumulating and for burying money ;
and we are told that the Begum Sumroo secretes four lacs a year in this manner. It is,
therefore, not surprising that there should be persons at Bejapore willing to give large
sums for the privilege of digging and delving under some old wall. This is a favourite
speculation amongst the natives ; and many are deluded, both of their time and their
money, by the expectation of finding incalculable riches amidst the foundations of the
deserted city.

It is to be hoped that the remains of the seven-storied palace may be saved from the
researches of these treasure-seekers ; though, as the building has ah*eady suffered more
from the injuries which time and war have brought upon Bejapore, than its immediate
neighbours, ruin has now advanced too far to be arrested. As it has been before
observed, those who have visited the city are struck with the freshness and unimpaired
strength of many of the buildings, compared with the prevailing character of decay and
desolation. They say that the city in some parts exhibits such a wild waste of ruin,
that it seems scarcely credible that so much destruction could have been effected by
1nan’s neglect in the ordinary course of time, but rather that some violent convulsion
of nature must have caused this mighty, terrible, yet partial devastation. And this
idea seems to be borne out by the numberless beautiful and massive remains which
have escaped the fearful havoc, and whieh, still exhibiting the noblest specimens of
architecture, give premise of almost endless durability. A great part of the gilding has
not lost its first gloss, and the elaborate ornaments of many of the exteriors retain
their minute and exquisite degree of finish wholly unimpaired.

L.
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Jil.NGHllli.ll., UR THE ]i‘.l.KEEH’S ROCK,

UN TI-IE GANGES.

Tan river Ganges, in its progress through the plains, waters many spots of remarkable
beauty, hut in the whole course of its brilliant career it can scarcely boast a more
splendid landscape than that in which the rocks of Janghera form so prominent a
feature. Standing boldly out in the stream, near a place called Sultangunge, in the
province of Behnr, this picturesque pile forms a grand and beautiful object _; it consists
of several masses of grey granite heaped one upon tl1e other in a very picturesque
manner, and forming ledges and terraces which are the sites cf several small temples.
In some places a crevice in the rock has afforded room for the roots of a magnificent
tree to enpand, and to crown with bright foliage the romantic height.

Janghera is supposed in former times to have been united by an isthmus to the
shore; but the rapid river continually rolling down, has worn a passage for itself
between, and the roclr is now completely isolated. The place has been considered,
during many ages, to be particularly holy; and, accordingly, from time immemorial
fakeers have established themselves upon it, deriving a considerable revenue from the
donations of the pious voyagers of the river. A ghaut or landing-place has been con-
structed at the baclt of this rock, and rude stairs conduct the pilgrims who are desirous
to perform their orisons at the hallowed shrine, to the pagoda at the summit dedicated
to Naryan, who figures as the principal deity of the place. There is an idol of him
in the temple that crowns this beautiful pile; and his image, together with those of
‘Vishnu, Sceva, and others, is carved in difihrent parts of the roch.

The leading fakeer preserves a dignified seclusion, and is to he seen as silent and
as motionless as the idol himself, seated on a tiger-skin, and unencumbered with any
covering eacept the chalk and ashes with which he is plentifully bedaubed: he has,
however, more active followers in his train, who are at the trouble of collecting the
tribute which he endeavours to enact from all the passers-by, whatever their religious
persuasion may be. These fellows push out from the rock whenever the state of the
water will permit, and follow the voyagers with their importunities. But when the
river is full, and the current, strengthened by the melting of the snow, comes down
in one sweeping flood, there is no loitering under the rock of Janghera, and a vessel
sailing up with a strong wind, against this tide, makes rather a perilous navigation
as it stems the rapid waters. In going down the G-anges at such a period, we pass
the rock like an arrow shot from a bow, only catching a transient glance of its pic-
turesque beauty; but when the river is low, and the cm'rent flows gently, we may
pause to view it at our leisure, many persons landing to pay a visit to the grim occupant
of the pagoda.
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Janghera stands at the very portal of Bengal, a district differing very widely from
the high table-land of Hindustan proper. We leave the arid plains and bare clifiis-—
which, except during the season of the rains, give so dreary an aspect to the upper
provinces--for fields of never-failing verdure. The damp climate of Bengal maintains
vegetation in all its brilliance throughout the year, the period of the rains being only
marl-zed by a coarser and ranker luxuriance, proceeding from a redundance of plants,
which actually appear to cumher and choke up the soil. Janghera, thus happily placed
between the rugged scenery of the upper provinces, and the smiling landscapes of
Bengal, partakes of the nature of both: the Ganges spreads itself like 3, 533, 31;, 1;11.-3
foot of the rock, which on the land-side overlooks a wide expanse of fertile country,
having for a back-ground the low ranges of hills which separate Behar from Bengal.
These hills, though rendered exceedingly interesting by their breaking the monotony
of the vast extent of plain which spreads itself on either side, have not until very lately
attracted much attention from the European residents of India. Circumstances, how-
ever, have led to the development of resources which may open a new era in their
history. Veins of coal have been discovered, a circumstance of great importance since
the introduction of steam-navigation upon the Ganges. At present the exceeding
unhealthiness of the climate of these fastnesses, for such the hilly districts in this
neighbourhood may be deemed, proves a great barrier to research. Cutting roads
through them, and the attempt to bring them into cultivation, we may hope, will lead
to improvements which will enable the scientific traveller to penetrate their recesses,
and pursue in their own haunts his studies of the animal creation, hitherto existing i11
profound solitudes scarcely trodden by the foot of man. The ornithologist has found
a considerable accession to the catalogue of birds: a. splendid animal of the bovine
genus, the gaour, feeds in the valleys, a11d the hippopotamus is supposed to inhabit the
lonely rivers of Gundwana; the gaour differing considerably from the bison, or any
other known specimen of the class, is altogether new in the records of soology, and
prevailing opinion confines the hippopotamus to Africa ; it is therefore a matter ot
some importance to establish the existence of the one, and to render the other useful
in a domestic capacity. Specimens of the gaour have found their way to the general
mart in India, the fair at Hurdwar, but the attempts hitherto made to tame this fine
animal have proved unsuccessful: those individuals that have been exhibited measured
upwards of sixteen hands in height. The gaour somewhat resembles the bufl'alo in
form, but has a much finer coat; it is distinguished by an excrescence running down
the back, which by casual observers has been mistalten for the hump found in the
common Indian bullock; and its appearance is so rare as to excite great curiosity
among the native community, who crowd eagerly to gase upon it when tahing its place
among the curiosities of I-Iurdwar.
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SUWAR.ltEl.l OF SEIKS, AND llllilli NEAR THE SUTLEJ B-IVER.

A xxrrvn Suwarree, or train of a great personage, in India always forms a picturesque
and splendid pageant, but in the present dwindled state of Asiatic pride, none could
stand a comparison with that of the late Runjeet Singh. In addition to all the glittering
groups which the king of Oude exhibited in support of his dignity, the chief of Lahore
displayed a martial host of followers, who had added many broad lands to his domi-
nions, and rendered nmnerous warlike tribes tributary to the state.

Bnnjeet Singh is here seen in the centre of a brilliant cavalcade, composed of superb-
looking men, mounted upon stately elephants or gallant steeds, and shining in all the
panoply of polished weapons, jewels, and gold, realising the beau-ideal which the most
vivid imagination can have formed of the gorgeous splendours of an Asiatic prince. The
scene represented in the accompanying plate was sketched upon the river Sutlej, near
a fortified Seik town, commanding a view of the snowy peaks of the Himalaya moun-
tains, at the distance of a hundred and twenty miles.

Hunjeet Singh, like other native potentates when appearing in public, was alway
attended by hawk and hound, his falconers bearing the regal birds upon their wrists, and
a pack of dogs being led before him : his elephants, camels, and horses were of the finest
breed, and amongst the latter, he was particularly pleased with a specimen presented. by
Lord Wifliam Bentinck—a noble, though what is esteemed in his native land a clumsy
animal, employed only as a beast of draught in the great brewing establishments in
England, but which had sometimes the honour of carrying the maha-rajah himself,
and bore the title of hathee-sa-ghora bestowed upon it, [elephant-horse.) Runjeet
Singh himself was a slim, active personage, and would probably have even been cousi-
dered handsome, but for the ravages of the small-pox, which had deprived him of the
sight of one of his eyes. He dressed richly, and was upon state occasions distinguished for
a remarkably fine diamond, called the Itch-i noor, or hill of light, which is aidto be
unique, and to exceed in sise and splendour any specimens of the gem known in
Em'ope. The manner in which the maha-rajah is stated to have possessed himself of
this jewel is not greatly to his credit.

In September, 1312, the queens of Shah Sujah, and Zeman Shah, of Cabul, took
refuge from the troubles of their country, and were received in Lahore with every
demonstration of respect. Sujah, the deposed king, having been made prisoner by
treachery, was conveyed by the governor of httock to his brother, who at this period
ruled over Cashmere. Two grand objects of the Seikis ambition and avarice, the pos-
session of the celebrated valley, and of the hill of light, appearing new to be brought by
fortuitous circumstances within his grasp, he determined, if possible, to make the attain-
ment of the one, a pretence for the concession of the other. With this view he gave the
queen to understand, that he was resolved to espouse the cause of her husband in the
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most chivalrous manner; to liberate him from his confinement, and bestow upon him
the ibl‘|J Of Rotas, together with a suilicient territory for the mnintenanee of his dig-11i1;y,

The afiicted lady, overjoyed and gratified, expressed a deep appreciation of the intended
kindness, and it was then delicately hinted, that, in order to stimulate her friend to the
enterprise, it would be advisable to present him with the kohi noor, a gem which he
was very anxious to possess. The queen, who was no bad diplomatist, declared herself
quite certain that the moment her husband found himself at liberty, he would be but
too happy to gratify the wishes of the invaluable friend who had started up in hie, die-
tress, but that at present the diamond was in pawn at Candahar, for two lacs of rupees.
Itunjeet Singh believed as much of the representation as he pleased ; but having shown
his desire to obtain the diamond, it was necessary to prevent it from being despatched to
a place of security ; and, therefore, entirely losing sight of the chivalric character which
he had -lately assumed, he threw the confidential servants of the unfortunate princesses
into close confinement, and surrounded their abode with sentinels, who had strict
orders to search every person who should attempt to pass. This measure not having the
desired effect, he determined to resort to one still more disgraceful, and deprived the
ladies and their household of all supplies, either of food or water, for two days. These
heroic women still holding out, the Seik was ashamed of continuing a system likely to
cud in the death of the parties who had claimed his hospitality, and was fain to be
content with a promise of the jewel, to be redeemed when the imprisoned monarch
should be put in possession of Itotas. Itunjeet Singh now set seriously to work, and
having entered into an alliance with the ruler of Affgbanistau, they agreed to send
a large force into Cashmere, which had rebelled, to subdue the country, and to obtain
the person of Shah Sujah.

The expedition was successful, but it cost Runjeet rather dearly, many Seiks perish-
ing in the snow ; and his ally, Futty Khan, deriving the greater share of the benefit.
This chieftain installed his brother in the government of the valley, and the Seiks were
for the present obliged to remain content with the custody of the royal captive, who was
conveyed to his family at Lahore. The success of the expedition furnished a fair pretext
for the renewal of the inhospitable demand for the great diamond; and the king vainly
endeavoured to evade the sacrifice, by professing his willingness to fulfil the promise
given by his wife, when the restoration of the territory should enable him to redeem the
precious kohi noor now in pledge for two lacs. Runjeet Singh was not so easily cajoled ;
he therefore proceeded to extremities, imprisoned his unhappy guests, threatened them
with perpetual incarceration, and kept them without food for several days. Perceiving
resistance to be useless, Shah Snjah at last came to terms, stipulating for a sum of
money and a monthis time, to recover the diamond, and pay off the loan upon it; but
this attempt to gain something in exchange was not successful. Rimjeet Singh, too
wary to be outwitted, and well knowing how easily he could repossess himself of
money advanced to a prisoner, produced the two lacs without hesitation, and a day
was appointed for the surrender of the coveted jewel.

Shah Sujah, the representative of a race of kings, sat in dignified silence opposite
x
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to his mean-spirited oppressor, whose family, raised to power by a freak of fortune, could
only trace their descent from thieves. It is said, that for a whole hour the em'led monarch
gased impressively upon the robber-chief without speaking, and that Runjeet Singh,
whom thismute eloquence failed to move, desired somebody acquainted with the Persian
language to remind his majesty of the purpose for which they had met. The shah,
without opening his lips, " spoke with his eyes ” to an attendant, who, retiring,
returned with a small parcel, which he placed between the great men. The envelopes
were speedily removed, and the jewellers, who were stationed behind, recognising the
diamond, assm-ed theh* master that it was the veritable kohi noor.

Nothing now remained but the repossession of the two lacs; which was speedily
accomplished. Runj eet despatehed a picked body of his satellites to the residence of his
unfortunate guests, with orders to bring away, without any reservation, the money and
jewels belonging to the party. These commands were literally obeyed; not only every
ornament being taken, but rich dresses also, together with the swords, shields, and
matchlocks, which were mounted in gold or silver. The maha-rajah appropriated
everything which he thought worthy of retention to his own use, sending back those
articles which he considered to be of little or no value, observing to his courtiers, that it
was useless to get a bad name for such rubbish. Nothing more being procmable, and
some feeling of policy or remorse preventing him from taking the lives of those whom
he had so shamefully pillaged, Runjeet Singh_allowed the females to escape to Loodianah,
where they were some time afterwards rejoined by their husbands, on whom the British
government settled 50,000 rupees, (five thousand pounds a year,) which they continue
to enj oy.

The Mogul and Affghan horse-dealers, who frequent the fair at Hurdwar, (if their
reports may be relied upon,] would give us reason to believe that the situation of the
ex-king of Cabool excited great interest and compassion, and that the tributaries of
Eunjeet would have been delighted, had the British restored Shah Suj ah to the throne.
These men seem to be much puacled to guess the reason that the English did not invade
the maha-rajah’s territories; they abhor the Seiks, because they are gradually seiaing the
Aflighan dependencies, and they fancy that the Lahore chieftain paid six cowries in the
rupee to the Company, for permission to hold the countries he conquered, and to receive
their revenues, our non-interference system being otherwise unaccountable.

Runjeet Singh, theugh owing the greater portion of his acquisitions to craft of the
lowest kind, and of the most nnjustifiable nature, was possessed of talents of no common
.order, which, if properly cultivated, would have secured for him an ascendancy based
upon a more honourable foundation; but with too many of the vices of the lisiatic cha-
racter, he had also a very large proportion of those ridiculous notions which are obsolete
in countries illuminated by the light of science. The Seik ruler was a great believer in
omens, and not only consulted the stars, but also the chirpings of birds, previous to any
measure of importance. In declining years, he suifered from ill health, but the remedies
prescribed by European physicians were obstinately neglected, for the advice of sooth-
sayers. These persenages took upon themselves to discover the cause of the malady of
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the sovereign, which some old beggar-woman had naturally enough attributed to the
oppression of his people. Upon consulting the stars, they found Saturn in the ascen-
dant, a planet which, according to general belief, always eserts a balefnl influence.
There was no difliicidty now in tracing the liver complaint and dysentery of the lion of
the Punjab, to its true source: but what was to be done in such an emergence? the
dislodgniient of a planet from the sky being beyond the power of the maha-raj ah, great
as he undoubtedly was. Nevertheless, it was necessary to hit upon some method to get
rid of the malignant influence, and it was determined to transport the planet in efhgy
out of the Seik doniinions into the British territory, in the expectation, that on its
arrival on the coast, the Governor-General would evince his friendship by transporting
Saturn beyond the lcalapauce, or salt ocean. The credit of this ingenious device is due
to Mudlisoodun Pundit, and other learned men, who, according to the statement in the
Lahore ukhbars, recommended his highness to cause an effigy of the planet Saturn to
be made of gold, set with sapphires, and to give the same, with a black shawl, to a
brahmin of some other country, who should be placed in a rath, or car, of a dark colour,
drawn by buffaloes instead of bullocks, and transported along with the image across the
river, when, with the blessing of Providence, the maha-rajah would speedily recover.

This notable expedient was instantly adopted, and a golden efligy of the planet
speedily constructed. “When it was finished, a brahmin of the Chobal class, a_native
of Mutah, was found, to undertake this novel eharge, who, after being bathed in oil, and
his person blackened from head to foot, was clad in sable garments; when the efligy in
question, with a pair of gold bracelets, five hundred rupees in cash, and a black horse,
with a. black saddle, were given, according to the rite called Savvy-Hires. After being
placed in a covered rath, drawn by a pair of hufialoes, the brahmin, accompanied by
two battalions of soldiers, was ordered to be carried across the river. It is needless to
add, that the instant Saturn left Lahore, the maha-rajah greatly recovered : the fa-rt-her
progress of the planet was not stated, hut to doubt that his convalescence fully kept
pace with it, would be sheer scepticism !

Runjeet Singh entertained crowds of dancing-girls at his co1n*t, and, in his old
age, scandalised the more fastidious portion of the community, by raising one of these
ladies to the throne. The celebrated dancer, Gool-bahar, having frequently attracted
the attention of her lord, at length obtained suflicient influence over him to induce him
to make her his wife. The marriage was solemnieed with all the pomp and splendour
consistent with the ranlt and dignity of the bridegroom, made happy in the possession
of a beauty whose charms are stated to have been transcendent. It is said that no report
could do justice to the attractions of this lady, whose loveliness far surpassed all espec-
tations previously formed of it.

Not content with the usual number of female attendants, Runjcet Singh formed
a band of anlasons, armed and equipped as a guard to the Zenana ; these women were
splendidly dressed, and many are reported to have been uncommonly handsome, and of
course great favourites with their old doting sovereign.
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HINDCISTAN ILLLTETBATED.

HURDWAH-.

Tun point at which the sacred waters of the Ganges enter the plains of Hindostan is
supposed to be peculiarly holy, and Hurdwar, the gate of Hari, or Vishnoo, has been
from time imiuemorial the resort of Hindoo pilgrims, hurrying to fling themselves into
the mighty stream at the moment of its emancipation from the mountain-range whence
it has its somice. The scenery about Hurdwar affords some of the most splendid land-
scapes wliich are to be found on the bright and beautiful river, whose majestic course is
diversified by so many interesting objects. It stands at the base of a steep mountain,
on the verge of a slip of land reclaimed from the forest, and surrounded on all sides by
thick jungle. The leafy fastnesses of the Deyrah Dhoon appear immediately above the
pass; and below, the uncultivated wastes of the Terraie stretch their wildernesses for
many miles. In the midst of this wild forest-scene appear the stately and spacious
mansions of rich Hindoos, which recede a little from the river, leaving a handsome
esplanade between.

The town is small, but well built , the wealthy portion of the pilgrims only requiring
the convenience of a roof, the remainder of the vast multitude, whom religion, pleasure,
or business bring to the spot, contenting themselves with canvass dwellings, or a bivouac
beneath the trees. The annual fair, which attracts this immense concourse iof visitors,
is held in the month of April ; and though spiritual concerns form the ostensible object
of the meeting, there is a great admiature of worldly pursuits, even the bathers them-
selves being intent upon some advantageous bargain in the sale or purchase of the
merchandise which is annually brought to this wild and solitary spot from every part
of the world. During the time of the fair, the neighbouring roads are crowded by
thousands of travellers—in every description of vehicle, mounted on elephants, bollocks,
and camels, on horseback or on foot, and of all ages, complesions, and costumes. As
they pass the pagodas on their way, the air resounds with the shouts of “ Mahadeo Bel l”
which is repeated from front to rear, until the distant echoes take up the note, and the
welltin rings with the cry of Boll Boll Numerous Europeans are induced to visit
Hurdwar during the period of its festivity, and their tents and equipages, differing so
widely from those of the surrounding multitude, present one of the most eatraordinary
features of the motley scene. The fair and the ghaut divide the attention of persons
whom mere curiosity has drawn to the spot: in the latter, immense crowds succeed
each other without intermission, the vast infiua of people thronging to the river side,
especially at the auspicious moment in which ablution is considered most eflicacious,
having until lately been productive of very serious accidents. Formerly a narrow
aveiine led from the principal street to the ghaut ; the rush was then tremendous, and
numerous lives were lost, not fewer than seven hundred falling a sacrifice in one day to
the enthusiastic seal with which the devotees pressed forward to the river. The road
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has been widened, and a convenient ghaut constructed, by order of the East India
government, and, with the shouts of Mahadao, are now raised acclamations of thanks-
giving for the blessing which the pilgrims enjoy, in being able to perform so essential
a rite of their religion without danger or dificulty. Brahmins are, of course, amongst
the most conspicuous figures in the throng; they collect the tribute, but do not other-
wise eaercise their sacerdotal character, the bathing being performed without any
peculiar ceremony: there are also a vast number of mendicants of every description;
many being, from their filth, their distortion, or their nakedness, the most disgusting
creatures imaginable. The utter absorption of every facility in the duty performed by
the bathers, who seem to be wholly intent upon saturating themselves with the sacred
waters of the Ganges, offers an e:-itraordinary contrast to the idle, indifferent air of the
European spectators, who, laaily reposing on their elephants, sm'vey the scene at
a convenient distance: a few missionaries are more actively employed in distributing
copies of the Scriptures, translated into the various dialects of the East. These are
eagerly received even by the most devout followers of Brahma, the Hindees being
exceedingly tolerant of other religions, and ready to listen to their doctrines, although,
from the eatraordinary influence of caste, the difficulty of making converts is so great,
that, were it not for the untiring perseverance of the disciples of Christianity, even the
little which is done could not be effected. When tired of gaaing upon the assembled
thousands, all employed in the same observance, but each Hindoo community differing
so strongly from the other, that they scarcely seem to belong to the same clime and
country, the idle visitant turns to the fair, where the spectacle is still more diversified,
the concourse of men and animals being almost beyond belief. Specimens of the feline
race, from the tiger down to the Persian cat, horses, dogs, bears, monkeys, birds, and
deer of every description, are offered for sale. The trumpetings of the elephants, the
doleful cry of the camels, the lowing of the bullocks, the neighing of the horses, and
the shrill screams or sharp roars of beasts and birds of prey, added to the sound of
human voices, the discordant notes of itinerant musicians, and the wild blasts from the
sacred shells of the brahmins, altogether make up a concert so confusing and bewilder-
ing, that it requires no common strength of nerve to bear it without shrinking. In
the booths the precious commodities of the East lie mingled with the manufactures of
Europe: hardware, mirrors, woollen-cloths, muslins, patent-medicines, stationery, and
perfumery from France and England, are to be seen by the side of rarities from Cash-
mere, Persia, the shores of the Red Sea, China, the islands of the Eastern Archipelago,
the plains of Tartary, and the heights of the Nepanl. Such goods as are not disposed
of at the fair are brought down to the large cities of Hindostan, to Cawnpore, rillaliabad,
Benares, and as low as Patna, the last resting-place of the camel.

From the latest accounts from Hindostan we learn, that, in consequence of the
diminished numbers of the pilgrims, the fair is on the decline. The brahmins of
the place, it is said, on the authority of some of the native papers, do not scruple to
predict a speedy termination to its sanctity. The falling off from religious seal is
attributed to the intercourse with Europeans, and to the astonishing proofs of their
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pewer in tl1e East. It was helieved, that while Bhurtpere steed, the English weuld
never gain entire pessessicn ef the ccnntry ,; and after its captnre, many lceked np te
Rnnjeet Singh as the resterer ef native supremacy : hnt the interview which tech place
hetween the Geverner-General cf‘ India and the late severcign cf Lahere, cernpletely
dissipated this vain hepe. Brahmins alse are feund te engage mere readily in the
service cf Enrepeans as Chnprassies and Hnrkarasthan heretefere ; and all ever India
the religieus festivals cf the Hindees are degenerating and falling inte eentcmpt.

RUINS OF OLD DELHI.

THERE is ne adjunct which sc cempletely derastates the neighbeurheed cf ruins, as
sand. When vegetatien has flung its graceful drapery ever hrehen walls and prcstrate
tewers, the mind becemes recenciled te the decay ef n1an’s mest estentatieus werl-1, hut
the effect ef sand is te deepen every herrer, te increase the dreariness ef the waste,
and te add the cnrse cf sterility te the ravages cf time; yet is there still semething
snhlime in the utter deselatien it preduces. Frem the nature cf the greater pcrtien
cf the prevince cf Delhi, it required the mest strennens eiferts en the part cf the
inhahitants te cennteract the pregress cf aridity 5 the depesits cf the Jnmna, unlike
the fertilising mud cf the Ganges, eensisting ef washed and nnprednctive sand, while
its waters are sc strengly impregnated with carhcnate cf scda, that they prevent spen-
taneens vegetatien, and destrey the lahenrs cf the cnltivatcr whenever they are snt'r'ered
te cverflew. These deselatin g agents are net derived frem the menntains whence the
Jnmna has its hirth, hut are taken up in the wide plain ahcve the city cf Delhi. The
savage herrcr which new characterizes a scene ence glewing with all the lJea"l.1ty which
the lns.nriance cf a trepic seil and a trepic climate can hestew, has eccasiened medern
travellers te dcuht the tales teld cf the fermer splendeur cf the imperial residence.
M. Jacqnement, frem whem we might have expected mere selid infermatien, calls the
anther ct‘ Lalla lteehh a perfnmer and a liar, hecanse he has descrihed gardens cf
reses where seme cf the cearsest weeds refuse te grew; but we are net te jndge cf
the aspect ef Old Delhi nnder its fennders, hy its present appearance. Had the tren-
hles cf this pcrtien cf I-Iindestan, which lasted during the greater pcrtien ef a centnry,
eentinned fer a century lcnger—-which, hut fer the snhjngatien cf the lvlahratta pewer,
they weuld have dcne—the Jnmna, nnrestricted in its wanderings, weuld have
gradually laid the whele cf the Deeah waste, carrying the drif'ting sand. te the hanks
ct the Ganges, and changing frem a rapid river te ene vast and melanchely jheel.
Even the rmns which new tell the tale cf fermer glery, mnst have heen swept away,
and rieitcrs, rcfiising te credit anything which they dc net see, might have dcnhted
the eaistence cf the temhs and palaces, as well as cf the reses which flcnrished beneath
their walls.
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Old Delhi, fcunded upen the site ef the ancient Hindee city cf Indraput, by the
Afghan invaders cf Hindustan, was ruined and laid waste hy ether Mcslem ccnquerers.
The fellewers ef Timm~ avenged upen the descendants cf Gengis Khan, the eacesses
which he and his fellew-victers had cemmitted. Delhi was taken and sacked, its
splendid avenues presented ene wide scene cf cenflagratien and massacre, and it never
afterwards recuvered its criginal splendeur. After the withdrawal ef Timur, whe was
called away frcm his triumphs in Hindustan, te repel the aggressicn ef the Turkish
emperer, Bajaaet, the sceptre ef India was swayed by weak hands, until the accessien
cf Baber, whese reign was tee shert te enable him te repair all the mischief which had
cccurred under the misrule ef his predecessers. Shere Shah, whe wrested the threne
frem the sen ef this prince, theugh annieusly attentive te the imprevement cf the
ceuntry, did net live te eemplete all his designs ; the reign cf Humaieen, whe suc-
ceeded, was cf very brief dnratien, and Acbar fixed the capital cf his empire at Agra.
W'l1en Shah Jehan ascended the threne cf the ll-leghuls, Delhi exhibited enly a miser-
able remnant cf its fermer greatness; and, perhaps despairing cf its resteratien, he
left it te its fate, and censtructed the new city, which new has nearly shared the
melanchely destiny ef its predecesscr. Many cf the gardens which he planted have
disappeared, but eneugh remains te cenvince these whe desire te make themselves
acquainted with the real facts ef the case, te shew that c:2u'e and cultivatien are alene
necessary te ccnvert this sterile wilderness inte a hleeming paradise. There is great
ditlicnlty in giving a name te seme cf the mest perfect edifices which rear their lel't_~.~
demes amcngst the crumbling heaps laid prestrate by the hand cf time. We have
ne authentic reccrd te refer te, and the native cieerenes are net te he depended upen
fer the cerrectness cf their acceunts. The massive grandam‘ cf the Pytan and Affghan
architects it is impessible te mistake; many ef the structures, reared by these splendid
peeple, are still remarkable fer their selidity ; and nething shert ef the wantcn ravages
cf man, aided by the hestility cf nature, weuld have caused se great a devastatien,
even threugheut the lengthened peried in wl1icl1 this magnificent city has been whelly
abandened tc evil influences.

Old Delhi cwed the greater pcrtien cf its mest interesting edifices te Firese Shah,
whe emplcyed a reign cf thirty-nine years, mere than erdinarily eszempt frem the
treubles and disturbances which have characterised empire in the East, almest entirely
in the erecticn ef public buildings. His plans were made upen the grandest scale ;
and the eatent and durability cf his werhs, which were net mere remarkable fer their
gigantic dimensiens than fer the exquisite delicacy and beauty cf their finish, te this
day excite the wender and admiratien cf the pilgrim whe visits the scene ct‘ his lahcurs.
It was Fireee Shah whe censtructed the grand canal which breught fertility tc this
new neglected pcrtien cf the prevince. Seen after his decease, the It-Iahratta pewer,
which had threatened tc reduce the whele ef I11dia te a desert, began te he felt : amid
all the struggles which succeeded, this pewer increased, until the necessity ef seeking
refuge within the walls cf New Delhi frem the lawless hcrde whe tyrannieed ever the
descendants cf Aiiruiigsebe, eccasiened the tetal abandenment cf the eld city.
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MUSQUE OF‘ nusrarua KHAN, BEEJAPURE.

Fear-tea visitants te the city ef Beejapere, while eapressing their admiratien at the
varied and beautiful architectural remains still te be feund in the highest preservatien
amid a wild waste cf ruins, have peinted them cut as well werthy the attentien ef scientific
persens, whese previens studies and cultivated taste weuld render them better adapted te
the task cf descriptien than military men, whe may be said merely te act the part ef
pieneers, leading the way fer the mere learned and eficient traveller. Hit-herte, hewever,
the slight net-ices scattered threugh several highly-esteemed wcrks upen India, have net
attracted the attentien cf these whe ceuld alene dc justice te the multitudineus ebjects
cf interest with which this er.traerdinary city abeunds. Beejapere has enly been the
casual sejeurn cf a few idlers and amatem's, whe have satisfied themselves, er have been
cempelled fer want cf time te be centent, with a very hasty and cursery glance; the
mest diligent have left the greater part ef the splendeurs springing up en every side
whelly undescribed, and, amidst many ethers, we vainly seek fer any detailed acceunt
cf the mesque cf Mustapha Klian.

This beautiful edifice stands near the centre ef the city, in an epen area leading frem
the principal street. The surreunding quadrangle is entered by a large massive gate-
way, under a neble arch. Time, which has been busy with the buildings which lie
prestrate and in ruins en every side, seems te have almest whelly spared the mesque,
which rears its dark walls nearly uninjured in the midst ef utter deselatien. This
temple, theugh far inferier in siee te the Jumma Musjid, is lefty and beautifully pre-
pertiened; and the er.:ternal ernaments, theugh cf a less flerid character than these cf
many ether structures in its neighbeurheed, are chaste and apprepriate, while there is
semething peculiarly elegant in the shape and deceratieus ef the deme. The high
narrew arches which run aleng the frent, and are eentinned threugheut the l.I1lZEI'l.OT:
afl'erd a variety te the erdinary style, and the effect cf their perspective is esceedingly
pleasing. Te this meagre acceunt cf a building which merits a much mere elaberate
descripticn, nething at present can be added, but we may hepe that the general culti-
vatien ef taste fer "l‘l"Dl‘l.1S ef art, and the unexpected facilities ef visiting a city, which at
ne distant peried helenged te an enemy’s ceuntry, and was almest inaccessible te
Eurepean feetsteps, will greatly increase eur infermatien respecting se interesting a
place as Beejapcre.

There are varieus traditiens and legends attached te this remantic capital, which still
live in the recellectien ef its few inhabitants ; and travellers acquainted with the language,
as they survey with rapt delight the gergeeus remains cf a ence flcurishing kingdem, are
entertained by the tales and eaplanatiens cf their native cenducters.

A small peel cf water is peinted cut te the curieus, which pessesses a high degree cf
sanctity in the eyes cf the Hindees, and which the Meslerns, whe believe in many cf their
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neighbeiufs marvels, lcelt upen with great respect. It is milky in its appearance, but
perfectly wheleseme; ne ether spring cf tlie same ltind is te be feund in any part cf the
neighbeiuheed, and nene presume te dcuht the truth cf the traditien which ascribes it te
the piety ef a brahmin, whe breught a small quantity ef the_hely water ef the Ganges te
this remete spet. Rapidly increasing inte the peel which is still in existence, it maintains
its distinct character, and alfcrds te all deveut persens a preef cf the miraculeus nature
ef the sacred river.

A still mere interesting stery is teld abeut a temb, named, in eensequence cf the pure
whiteness and brilliant lustre ef the stucce with which it is lined, 1"-ileetce Gil,—meetee
signifying pearl. A nebleman whe had amassed an enermeus quantity ef wealth, had
the Inisfertlme te awaken the avaricieus prepensities cf his severeign, whe thlt an eager
desire te transfer the cevetcd treasures te his ewn ceffers, and scrupled net te empley
means in cemmen use ameng Eastern despets. It was determined te bring an
accusatien ef treasen against him, and, under this plea, te seise upen and sequestrate
his riches. The plet was deeply and cunningly laid, but its intended victim having
ebtained timely infermatien cf his danger, esplained te the ladies cf his family the
predicament in which he steed, and eensulted with them upen the best means ef
aveiding its mest fatal censequences.

It happened that the greater part ef the nehleman’s envied acquisitiens censisted
ef pearls and ether ernaments fer the Zenana. The faithful and deveted females, whem
he apprised ef his danger, immediately devised a plan, which, theugh it invelved the
sacrifice ef ebjects dear te weman’s vanity, premised te sec1.u'e a still dearer life. They
prepesed te breah the pearls, which had eacited the king's cnpidity, inte pieces, and
they were aceerdiugly nearly reduced te pewder. The destructien ef these gems
beceming a tepic cf public neteriety, it was ne lenger werth while te melest the ewuer,
whe, theugh impeverished, spent the residue cf his days in tranquillity.

BUCKS AT UULGUNG, UN Tl-IE GANGES.

THIS beautiful cluster cf 1‘DBl-LB eccurs at abeut a day’s sail belew Janghera, en the river
Ganges, amid exceedingly pictiuesque scenery cf the leveliest kind, yet varied in
character. In the rainy seasen the river runs rearing threugh these reeks with fearful
turbulence, spreading its bread waters like an ecea:c, the prejecting peints ef Oelgeng
and Patergetta ferming an eatensive and beautiful bay, surreunded by an amphitheatre
cf hills, frem which it is diflicult te fancy that a river has supplied the fleeds that reach
frem shere te shere.

These reclts are esteemed hely by Hindee devetees, and have been sculptured in many
places with the efigies cf their geds; a variety cf wild garle-nde, the lllllltifl-I115 BI‘eepe1‘s
ef the seil, fling dcwn their rich wreaths ever the rugged masses cf these crags, and
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tangled shrubs spring wherever a shallew bed cf earth permits them te take reet. In
fact, the lurury ef feliage cannet be seen te greater perfeetien than frem the reel-zy islets
ef Oelgeng, which cverleek the lcvely weeds spreading in all directiens en the eppesite
shere ; while beyend, the Itajmhal hills gleam with the purple glery ef the amethyst.

These lcvely crags are the haunt cf numereus birds; pigeens nestle in the trees, and,
at the slightest alarm, myriads cf small water-fewl rush eut in snewy flecks, adding, by
their hurried flight, te the animatien cf the scene; while the numereus fletillas cfnative
craft, cf strange but highly picturesque censtructien, serve alse te heighten the beauty
cf a landscape, which, in despite ef their superier utility, we must regret sheuld ever he
disturbed by the smeke and paddles cf steam-vessels.

Oelgeng ferms the eccasienal habitatien cf a falteer, but dees net appear te he the
settled residence cf any recluse cf great celebrity. There are ne regular temples,
altheugh a rude shrine has been shaped eut ef ene cf the largest l]l.LH3li.S ef granite
which crewu the summit ef the reek te the westward cf the grenp. There are alse
caverns in these islands; and it is seldem that either a living er dead specimen el
the religieus mendicants whe are established in such places ever the whele cf India,
is net te be feund l1ere. A nameless temb eccurs upen the summit, prebably that
cf a ldeliammedan saint, fer the Hindees de net usually bury their dead. This
persenage, whcever he may be, having received his apetheesis, weuld be equally vene-
rated by the prefessers cf beth religieus. The ltlehammedans cf India, and especially
cf Bengal, fergetful that their creed assures them that there is but ene Ged, have ne
ehjectien te wership at the shrine ef seme hely persen deified in the imaginatiens ef his
vetaries ; while the Hindees are cf se idelatreus a nature, that they will net pass any
altar witheut drepping a fiewer upen it by way ef etfering. The reverence fer the dead,
which is a distinguishing trait ef the natives ef India, is strengly manifested in the lenely
tembs which eccupy great numbers ef the heights in the vicinity ef Raj mhal. Wherever
the traveller cemes upen ene cf these mauseleums, hewever neglected and apparently
deserted the place may be, he is certain te find the traces ef pieus care frem human hands.
The precincts ef the temb may, perhaps, be the haunt cf a selitary jachal, er ether beast
ef prey, tee little accustemed te man’s intrusien te be alarmed at his apprcach ; and yet
even when it weuld seem that the prewling savage was sele tenant cf the wild, the newly-
swept pavement, strewed with fresh fiewers, shews that seme human being has recently
perfermed a daily taslt. Frequently it is impessible te guess whe has been at the pains
te keep the shrine free frem the pellutiens ef bats and birds; but eccasienally, scarcely
mere human in his eutward ferm than the savage deniecns ef these deep selitudes, the
attendant faheer will appear upen the scene, his leng, matted leeks, and the distinguish-
ing marks cf his caste and calling [chalk and dirt) ferming his sele attire. Meney weuld
appear te be perfectly superfiuens te persen ages se independent in the way cf clething,
ledging, and, in all prebability, feed; but theugh in seme cases it is net selicited, it is
generally acceptable, and the effered rupee disappears in a marvelleus manner, since,
there being ne garments, there can be ne peckets.

All the meering-places within a day’s sail ef Celgeng are distinguished fer their
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surpassing lIlEH.1.1l3jF ,1 tllld indeed the Wllfilfl veyage dewn tn Calnntta gqndugta 11,113 traveller
threugh seenes ef the seftest enehantment. Haj mhal, in particular, Eggitga the 3_1;1;|3111;ig11
ef all whe have any taste fer picturesque seenery, the ruins ef its eneesplendid palaees
new adding a melanehely interest te the landseape. The erigin ef this reyal eity,
stretehing inte remete antiquity, is lest in the ehseurity which hangs ever the early
histery ef the Hindee dynasties ef India, hut retaining its dignity and impertanee a£‘te1~t.}1a
Mehammedan eenquests, it remained the eapital ef Bengal during a splendid sueeessien
ef prinees, whe embellished it with the tasteful arehiteeture fer whieh they were famed.
The stene prineipally feund in these interesting remains is a red granite, and its eelenr,
tleeayed by age, harmenises well with the liehens and weeds whieh have flung themselves
ever every " eeigne ef vantage,” and the trees that new spread their unihrageens feliage
ever quadrangle and eeurt. Oeeasienally we find a mir.ttn'e ef marble, the favenrite
material ef the lnaurieus hieguls, and breught inte fashieu aheut the reign ef Aehar.
A hall ef neble dimensiens, ereeted hy the sultan Shujah, the unthrtnnate hrether
ef Aurungsehe, lined threugheut with marble, a preduet rare in Bengal, has heen
advantageensly, theugh net very happily, empleyed as a reeeptaele fer eeals, fer the
supply ef the steamers wh.ieh are new eemmeu upen the Ganges :—“ te what hase uses
may we eeme at last E” This hall, ene ef the few remaining evidenees te attest the
grandeur ef the ltings and prinees whe reigned and revelled in ltajmhal, is visited by
every Eurepean traveller veyaging en the Ganges, many finding a pensive pleasure in
musing ever these vicissitudes ef fertune whieh have reared the red-eress banner ef
St. Geerge ever the fallen gleries ef the ereseent. _ While seme persens eensider the
eenversien ef the marble hall inte a depet fer eeals a sheehing deseeratien, ethers
are ef epinien that the element ef this new pewer, whieh is ehanging all the meral,
pelitieal, and physieal relatiens in the werld, and is werlting a revelutien mere stupen-
deus and radical than any that histery reeerds, is well ledged in a palaee. The hall,
enee filled with eeurtiers hlaaing in diamends, new eentains the true diamend ; while
the emblem ef that astenishing pewer, whese gigantie reseurees it is impessihle te
ealeulate, lying at aneher under the huttresses ef the aneient tewers ef Bajmhal, in the
shape ef a steam-vessel, ean seareely fail te fill the eentemplative mind with gergeeus
visiens ef the future.

A veyage en the Ganges, interesting even when made under all the disadvantages
attending the slew and elumsy eraft in whieh travellers ascending the stream were, when
the wind was against them, tewed hy the erew, perhaps at the rate ef fire er sia miles
per day, is new perfermed in the mest delightful reanner pessible in the gevernmeut iren
steamers. The arrangement ef these eemmedieus vessels is i'eI‘yj11tliE!i£1l1e flllll fifl‘l1Te-
nient. The euddy, a. eheerfnl apartment, with a skylight abeve, and feur large windews
en either side, stands athwart-ship, aheut the eentre ef the vessel, with eight eahins
ahaft, and sir. hefere it ; a narrew passage runs hetween eaeh range ef eahins, and
terminates in the enddy, whieh thus enjeys the mest ample ventilatien. The vessel,
whieh is in teehnieal language deneminated a flat, is tewetl h_v a steamer, alse ef iren;
and in eensequenee ef the diflieulties whieh at present attend the navigatien ef a river



Q2 HIhiDDET.e.l"I ILLUSTRATED-

beset with shifting sand-banks, the whele eeneern is breught te aneher at sunset every
evening, the eennnandant net being allewed te put the steam up until sunrise the fel-
lewing merning. As Gevernment despatehes treasure by these beats, they are aeeem-
panied by a guard ef seldiers whe live and mess in the steamer, but at eight hells pest
a sentinel en the fiat ; thus enabling the passengers te threw epen their windews at night
with the strengest feelings ef seenrity—feelings whieh they weuld net etherwise enjey:
the thieves ef India being eseeedingly espe1't, and frequently eemmitting great depre-
datiens en the river, by means ef the small beats, in whieh they glide neiselessly te
any unguarded vessel, whieh they speedily strip ef everything valuable.

Native pilets are statiened aleng the river, whe are tal-ten en beard at difierent
peints; they reeeive eighteen rupees (thirty-sis shillings) a meuth, fer whieh they
have te previde a small dingee {wherry}' and erew, te seund all the depths and sheals ef
the river. These men are at the present peried eaeeedingly useful in peinting eut the
hidden sand-banlts whieh lie perdu at every angle ef the stream, and in time, under the
diseipline ef a geed system, may be made invaluable. The reef er deeh ef the flat
is eevered with an awning, and aflbrds a delightful premenade during these perieds ef
the twenty-feur l1 eurs, and that seasen ef the year, in whieh Angle-Indians may venture
te emerge inte epen air. The eve ef the eeld weather is eertainly the best time fer river
travelling, sinee, while enj eying a gentle and balmy breeae, the veyager ean, witheut the
slightest persenal ineenvenienee, leek eut upen the rapid sueeessien ef villages, greves,
and trees, temples, tewers, and widely-spread ghauts, whieh ferm the beautiful pane-
rania threugh whieh he is gliding. Fer seme time the nevelty ef this estraerdinary
methed ef navigating the Ganges attraeted the wendering gase ef the native pepula-
tien en its banks ; erewds were drawn up te sm'vey the marvelleus speetaele, and every
empleyment was suspended while the fire-ship shet rapidly aleng.

{-

RUINS ABOUT THE Tel MAIIAL, AGHA.

Tue fermer eatent and splendeur ef the eity ef Agra may be traeed by the number ef
the ruins whieh spread themselves areund en every side. Yast traets eevered with eld
buildings, the remains ef wells, and fragments ef walls, whieh eriginally fleurished in
the midst ef verdure, and under the shade ef ferest trees, new enly render the wide
waste ef sand, whieh has swallewed up all vegetatien, still mere deselate. The eeimtry
between the fert ef Agra and the Taj Mabel is a perfeet desert; and visiters, after
winding their way threugh an arid plain, enly diversified by sand-heaps and erumhling
masses ef stene, eeme, as if by enehantment, upen the luauriant gardens whieh still
adern the mauseleum where Neur Jehan and the beautiful partner ef his threne sleep
in undisturbed repese.
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The marble eupela seen te the left ef the plate, erewns a beautiful musjid er mesque,
attached te the Taj ; beyend, flanked by its slender minars, the Taj itself appears; and
in the distance the eye rests upen the cnpelas and turrets ef the magnificent gateway
which ferms the principal entrance ef this terrestrial paradise. Censtant irrigatien is
necessary in India, te preserve the beauty ef gardens, which seen disappears if net cen-
tinually refreshed by the revivifying stream. The pleasin'e-greunds belenging te the
Taj lldalial are watered daily dining the dry seasen ; and they are clethed in perpetual
verdure, while the s1n're1mding ceuntry is a wilderness.

The arched gateway represented in the plate, leads inte an enelesure ef censiderahle
estent, intervening between the plain and the gardens ef the Taj. lllany buildings ef
the same nature sl~'.irt these beautiful gardens, and seme have been fitted up fer the
residencies ef Enrepean families during the rains, the enly seasen in which native habi-
tatiens, hewever splendid, can be easily cenverted inte cemfertable abedes fer strangers
frem a eelder ceuntry ; it being beth dificult te esclude the het winds, and te warm
chambers, epen te every breath ef heaven, suiiiciently dming the eeld weather. The
natives themselves are ceutent te envelep their persens in thick clething; the men wear
several shawls, and the wemen put en wadded garments and estra veils, during
a peried in which the English residents shut up their deers and windews and sit
areund fires.

The superier elegance ef the native architecture renders it a subject fer regret, that
se few ef the deserted buildings, in the neighbeurheed ef British eantenments, sheuld
have been adapted te the use ef the new-cemers : ene er twe ef the mesques and tetnbs
ef Agra have been fitted up fer the receptien ef families ef resident civilians ; but the
greater number ef the E1.n'epean pepulatien are ledged in excessively ugly bungalews,
built with the eld bricks which eever miles ef the snbtu'bs ef Agra, and which may be
had fer the treuble ef fetching them. A few cf the newly-censtructed heuses are in
better taste, after the Italian manner; but these ecc1u' tee seldem te atene fer the
frightful and barnlihe appearance ef the rest. The gardens attached te these heuses,
theugh large, lusm'iant, and well planted, are tee much iselated frem them te impreve
their general aspect ; and the enly attempt te beautify the tract eaclusively eccupied
by military residents in the clese neighbeurheed ef the Taj lvlahal, has been made by
the intreductien ef Parhinsenias. These trees, eriginally imperted frem the Cape by
Celenel Parhinsen-, thrive well, with very little attentien, in the mest arid spets. "When
mingled with ethers, they weuld be very attractive, but their leaves being entirely
ebscured by an abundance ef bright yellew flewers, their effect, when scattered singly
ever a sandy plain, is anything rather than pleasing. The ceurt and ceuncil ef the
presidency have ample scepe fer lecal imprevements, and there is fertnnately abund-
ance ef material fer the esercise ef taste and talent.

The church helenging te the eantenments is a very helllilfifilllfi Bl31'11l3t‘~11"-3. llujlli 1111FlEI‘
the superintendence ef an eificer ef engineers. Several escellent architects are te be
feund in this department ef the service, and Agra is much indebted te the gentleman
whe has held an appeintment fer seme years in he beard ef W-3-I‘1IH H15 tllv-13 Etfllliflll. ll-*1‘
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the imprevements which he has intreduced inte the interiers ef the bungalews built
nnder his directien. The necessity cf censulting ecenemy, and cf eacluding the heat,
have exceedingly injured the eutward appearance ef Angle-Indian residences in the
prevince; hut theugh, at Agra, beth the brick and the earcfze heuses (the name given
te these censtructed ef unhahed mud) are miracles ef ugliness, many ef the interiers
are finished with great elegance. The best beast cf chimney-pieces ef marble chunam,
and the walls are decerated with meuldings and cernices, which take away frem the
hleak and deselate air usually the characteristics ef these unsephisticated edifices.
A great deal, hewever, still remains te be dene ,; and altheugh military residents have
net very estensive funds at their clispesal, sheuld a spirit cf emulatien he created
amcngst them, they will at least plant eut what it may be impessible te pull dcwn and
rebuild, and thus render the eantenments ef Agra mere werthy ef their beautiful
neighbeur, the Taj Mahal.

SINGHAM l'+lAHaL,—Tf]RWal’.

Tan remains cf a reyal palace, built by the fermer severeigns ef Bejapore, at a village
called Terway, abeut five miles frem the great western gate ef the city, which has been
se eften referred te in the present werk, are represented in the accempanying plate.
This place alse pessesses the ruins cf a mesque ; and the fragments ef ether buildings,
scattered areund, shew that in fermer times it was a favenrite retreat ef reyalty. The
read frem Peenah te Bcjapere runs threugh Terway, and frem several peints magnifi-
cent views cf the lenely capital ef a ence fleurishing state present themselves. Here,
as frem all ether places which cemmand a prcspect ef the city, the majestic deme ef
Malimeed Shah arrests the eye, as it rises in selemn grandeur abeve the clustering
tewers and pinnacles ef the surreunding buildings; and here the estreme deselatien
ef the ceuntry, its scanty eultivatien, and the fewness Ief its inllabitants, impress the
mind with the mest melanchely feelings. Never perhaps ceuld the visiter, whe has
fellewed at a distance the devastating pregress ef Mahratta cenquest, see mere striking
preefs ef the misery te which the demiuien ef that pewer has deemed every pcrtien ef
the land submitting te its sway.

Delighting in a reving esistence, preferring the uncertain shelter cf a camp te the
ccmfertahle abedes ef cities, the Mahrattas cared nething fer fine buildings, and the
pemp ef architecture was lavished upen them in vain. Indifferent te human sufihring
frem leng acquaintance with sights and scenes ef we, these peeple will see whele mul-
titudes perishing by the wasting tertures ef famine and disease, unmeved and unteuched
by any desire te administer te the cemfert ef their fellevv-creatures. They are wan-
dcrers by cheice, and the present mement alene eccupies their attentien er their
theughts ; tetally indifferent te the cemferts cf demestic life, they can be easily led te
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the imprevements which hehas intreduced inte the interiers ef the bungalews built
under his directien. The necessity ef censulting ecenemy, and ef excluding the heat,
have exceedingly injured the eutward appearance ef Angle-Indian residences in‘the
prevince; but theugh, at Agra, beth the brick and the eatefte heuses (the name giyen
te these censtructed ef unbalted mud) are miracles ef ugliness, many cf the iI111E1‘1fl1‘B
are finished with great elegance. The best beast ef chimney-pieces cf marble chunam,
and the walls are decerated with meuldings and cernices, which take away frem the
hlealv. and deselate air usually the characteristics cf these nnsephisticated edifices.
A great deal, hewever, still remains te be dene ; and altheugh military residents have
net very extensive funds at their dispesal, sheuld a spirit ef emulatien be created
amcngst them, they will at least plant eut what it may be impessible te pull dewn and
rebuild, and thus render the eantenments cf Agra mere werthy ef their beautiful
neighbour, the Taj Mahal.

SINGHAM ldAHaL,—-T[}I{WAY.

Tun remains ef a reyal palace, built by the fermer severeigns ef Bejapere, at a village
called Terway, abeut five miles frem the great western gate ef the city, which has been
se eften referred tc in the present werk, are represented in the accempanying plate.
This place alse pessesses the ruins ef a mesque; and the fragments ef ether buildings,
scattered areund, shew that in fermer times it was a favenrite retreat cf reyalty. The
read frem Peenah te Bejapere runs threugh Terway, and frem several peints magnifi-
cent views ef the lenely capital ef a ence fle1n'ishing state present themselves. Here,
as frem all ether places which cemmand a prcspect ef the city, the majestic deme ef
lvlahmecd Shah arrests the eye, as it rises in selemn grandeur abeve the clustering
tewers and pinnacles cf the surreunding buildings 5 and here the extreme deselatien
ef the ceuntry, its scanty cultivatien, and the fewness cf its inhabitants, impress the
mind with the mest melanchely feelings. Never perhaps ceuld the visiter, whe has
fellewed at a distance the devastating pregress ef hiahratta cenquest, see mere striking
preefs ef the misery te which the demiuien ef that pewer has deemed every pcrtien ef
the land submitting te its sway.

Ilelighting in a reving existence, preferring the uncertain shelter ef a camp te the
cemfertable abedes ef cities, the Mahrattas cared nething fer fine buildings, and the
pemp ef architecture was lavished upen them in vain. Indifferent te human suffering
frem leng acquaintance with sights and scenes ef we, these peeple will see whele mul-
titudes perishing by the wasting tertures cf famine and disease, unmeved and unteuched
by any desire te administer te the cemtbrt ef their fcllew-creatures. They are wan-
derers by cheice, and the present mement alene eccupies their attentien er their
theughts ; tetally indifferent te the cemferts cf demestic life, they _can be easily led te
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disregard its decencies. The greater number are centeni; 1vii;11 flm Inggt mj5E1~g}}]g
species ef accemmedatien: a tent er pal, eensisting merely cf a blanket er piece cf
cearse clcth, stretched ever a bambee, placed upen the fe1-had 5‘|_]__'|I1I]]_:|_‘tg_ Uf twg Sticks
driven inte the greund, suflices fer the habitatiens ef the peerer classes, the rich indulge
in twe er three felds ef cleth, the tent is clesed at the extreme end, and furnished with
a curtain in frent, but it is utterly destitute ef these ceuveniences which persens
belengiug te civilised cemmunities class amcngst the necessm-iss qf 1i_f3_ In CD151 “II
wet weather, a grenp ef hfahrattas may be seen. huddling reund a fire, smeking, er
stupifying their faculties by the cheap ardent spirit ef the ceuntry, which, unlike ether
inhabitants ef India, they driul-1 epenly, witheut scruple er shame. Men and animals
are erewded inte a cenfined space ; each censults his ewn peculiar cemfert alene ; and
the want ef systematic mrangements, and ef all censideratien fer the public weal,
preduces individual suffering a11d distress, which is regarded with the mest calleus
indifference.

As Hindees, the hiiahrattas are anything but erthedex ; the varieus castes cempes-
ing the secend class permit themselves a very wide latitude in the article ef feed ; they
will eat any hind ef flesh, excepting beef, whenever it cemes in their way; they de net
reject fewls er eniens, which are ccnsidered sacred by ether Hindees: but their effences
in this way are limited by their peverty, which eempels them te subsist chiefly upen
vegetable diet ef the cearsest kind. They are a warlike peeple, priding themselves
mere upen their arms than upen the elegance ef dress; the chiefs affect a degree ei
simplicity which ameunts te meanness, and the lewer erders are slevenly and squalid
in their appearance. They seem te be as utterly deveid ef public attachment as ef the
demestic affectiens, serving as mercenaries under any cemmander _; censtantly engaged
in mutinies, the subject ef their discentent being always the arrear ef pay, and geing
ene day ever te the enemy, and returning the next; deceived by a few hellew pre-
mises, which experience might tell them are never kept.—Hew se diserderly a race ei
peeple, and such a despetic yet temperising gevernmeut, ceuld held tegether, appears
te be miraculeus; but in despite cf every sert cf mal-administratien, and ef the herrers
and aversien with which the atrecities cemmitted by lvlahratta victers inspired the
peeple whem they cenquered, the pewer ef these herdes increased te such a fearful
extent, that at ene time it threatened the subversien cf the whele peninsula. 'Wl1e1-e-
ever the Meslems extended their deminien, they intreduced new arts and new luxuries.
In pulling dcwn the temples ef the heathens, they never failed te erect mesques ef equal
er superier magnificence in their stead ; they cenverted waste places inte cities, and
left almest imperishable marks ef their glery wherever they planted the standard ef the
Prephet. The Mahrattas, en the centrary, passed lihe a pestilence ever the land, blight-
ing and destreying all that came within their baleful influence, and cenverting the
fairest pessessiens inte a desert. Bej apere perhaps has suffered less than any city which
has been submitted te their tender mercies; they have set apart a pcrtien ef its reve-
nues te the suppert ef the attendants ef its tembs and mesques ; but still it bears very
strengly the impress ef Mahratta sway, and there is but tee much reasen te believe

‘II
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that the injuries which it has sustained are new beyend a remedy. The wasted plains
cf the Deccan will deubtless again be gladdened by the seng cf the reaper, its tewns
and villages will beceme pepuleus, but the splendeur cf its architecture, if ence lest,
can never, we fear, be recuvered.

RUINS ON THE BANKS UF THE JUll-INA.

T111-: character ef the river Jumna differs widely frem that cf the Ganges, and its
scenery is by many travellers ccnsidered mere picturesque. Its banks are distin-
guished by multitudes cf ruins in the last stages ef deselatien; the crewds upen the
ghnnts are less numereus ; many splendid specimens ef Oriental architeetm'e in these
striking landing-places, being whelly unfrequented, er eccupied by a few sclitary
hathers; every cliff is crewned with the remnants ef a fertress ; and castles and
temples, all bearing marks cf decay, give te the sandy wilderness a selemn and melan-
chely air. The mesque represented in the accempanying engraving eccurs en the west
bank ef the Jmnna, a shert distance frem the walls at the upper part cf the medern
city cf Delhi. The enpelas and the gateway, which are still entire, pessess streng
claims te admiratien, and, theugh upen a much smaller scale than the magnificent
remains in the neighbeurheed, afferd a very just idea cf the beauties cemmen te nearly
all the places ef lvfehammedan wershi p in India. The picturesque edeet cf these
ruins is mneh heightened by the feathery feliage cf the adjeining greve; a graceful
accessery, rare in the immediate vicinity cf Delhi, where the seil is barren, and remark-
able fer its saline efilerescence. The rechy grennd being always expesed te the rays
nf the sun, ahserhs much heat, and preduces a high, dry temperature in the het
seasen; while, frcm the epenness cf the ceuntry and its expes1u'e te winds which pass
ever extensive lakes in the neighbeurheed, the winter is prepertienably eeld. But
while these causes eperate te prevent the spentaneeus vegetatien which in ether dis-
tricts arrives at the richest luxuriance witheut care er culture, they are rather favenr-
ahle te the labeurs cf the husbandman and the gardener, whe are enabled te prednce
plants cemmen te the warmer parts ef India, but which a.re net feund in the upper
pcrtien cf the great plain spreading tn the Himalaya.

The greve which shades this venerable and time-wern mesque was, in all prebability,
planted by the feunder; fer a lldeslem, when building a temple er a menument, always
taltes the cemferls ef travellers inte censideratien. Attached te each, there are
generally apartments fer the accemmedatien cf casual sejeurners 5 and a well, er tank,
shaded by a greve cf trees, is the usual aceempaniment ef these hespitable edifices.
The religieus tenets beth ef the hlehammedan and the Hindee inculcate the secial
virtues; they deem it very meriterieus te apprepriate their wealth te useful werks, fer
the benefit cf their fcllew-creatures : the climate suggests the mest elfectual means fer
the perfermance ef this duty; fer what can be mere welceme and necessary than
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shelter frem the scerching beat ef an Eastern sun, er water te allay the raging
tertures ef thirst? The het weather is unacceuntably chesen, by persens whe have
leng distances te perferm, fer the cemmeneement ef their jeurneys: the seasen is
generally ccnsidered healthy te these whe dc net expese themselves te fatigue during
the sultry heurs ef the day; but many perish frem thirst and weariness, seme drepping
en the read-side, ethers reaching the wells enly te die at the mement in which their
delusive hepes are upen the eve ef fulfilment.

The whele ef the neighbeurheed ef Delhi is strewed with the fragments ef rnined
tembs, temples, serais, and palaces: jheels cf water and swamps have fermed them-
selves in the hellewerl feundatiens ef the prestrate edifices, adding te the wildness and
drcariness ef the scene. After traversing these dismal wastes, it is delightful te emerge
upen the banks ef the Jnmna, and te gase upen its ceel waters: the beauty cf the
landscape here delineated, being much enhanced when these dark ruins intercept the
bright silvery light ef a full-erbed meen, shining in virgin majesty ever plain, and
greve, and gently-gliding river. The banks ef the Jmnna are the haunt cf alligaters,
many ef which are cf the mest dangereus hind, and are knewn te attach man. These
huge mensters lie basking upen the sandy islets which rise abeve the stream, and seem
te be little disturbed by the passing and repassing cf the beats, which frequently eeme
dcwn in large fleets, laden with cetten. The quills cf the percupine are scattered en
the shere; and there alse may be seen the feet-prints cf large animals, bears and
hyenas, er the animals themselves, stealing with stealthy pace frem the neighbeuring
ravines. Immense numbers cf aquatic birds, sterks, and gigantic cranes stalk aleng
the sheres, fleat upen the waters, er rise with a wild rush ef wings upen the least
alarm. As the habitatiens ef man beceme scarce, animal life seems mere abundant;
the places ef flechs and herds, which in the thickly-peepled pertiens cf the districts
threugh which the Jumna flews are predigieus, are supplied by the untamed tenants
cf the waste, birds in particular. These last are ceuntless ; and the animatien which
they give te the scene, is se much in accerdance with its desert air, as scarcely te
enliven the prefeund selitude which is its prevailing characteristic.

The establishment ef a new presidency at Agra, and the successful empleyment ef
steam-navigatien, will eflfect a material alteratien in the aspect ef the Jumna belew
the capital ef Hindestan Preper, a tract which enly cempreheuds the upper previnces
cf India; but a very leng peried must still elapse, befere the lenely site cf these
crumbling ruins can be divested cf its savage grandeur. The river is here very shallew
in the eeld seasen ; dining the rains, it cemes dcwn in a fleed, almest equal in velm:nc
te that ef the Ganges; but at ether perieds ef the year it is easily ferdable, and net
navigable fer beats ef any burden; the water flewing ever a rechy bed, is remarkably
clear, and, even after its junctien with the Ganges, it preserves its pellucid character;
the blue stream ef the mere translucent river being plainly discernible te a censiderahle
distance, amid the turbid waters ef its muddy rival. Many ef the pebbles which are
gathered en the banks ef the Jumna aflbrd interesting geelegical specimens ; and seme
are theught werthy cf being pelished, and werhed up inte ernamental appendages.

2 n
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PART OF THE {:lllilUT AT HUB.Dll'itll.

A rain takes place annually at Hurdwe.r in the month of April, lasting nearly a fort-
night, that being the period chosen by the pilgrims, who flock from all parts of India, to
perform their ablutions in the Ganges. The auspicious moment is calculated by the
brahmins, who aver that a great increase in the efiicacy of the rite is derivable from its
performance when Jupiter is in Aquarius or the sun enters Aries, which happens every
twelfth year.

The immense concourse of persons drawn to Hurdwar by religious motives, has
attracted others, who take advantage of this promiscuous meeting, to dispose of mer-
chandise brought from the uttermost parts of the world, and which thus finds its way
to every accessible place throughout India. There are, of course, purchasers as well as
sellers, who resort to the fair for the purpose of buying cattle, shawls, and jewels, either
for their own use, or to dispose of again. Many, also, visit the fair purely from motives
of curiosity, this portion of the spectators being chiefly composed of Europeans and rich
Mohammedans, who travel, particularly the latter, in great splendour. The peace in
this promiscuous multitude is kept by a large detachment from the Sirmoon battalion
of the I-Iill-rangers, who come down from their quarters at Dey rah Dhoon, and garrison
an island in the centre of the river, where they are out of the way, and yet at hand to
prevent disturbance; while there are magistrates present, with a very considerable body
of police, to enforce the rules and regulations necessary for the preservation of order in
an assembly composed of such heterogeneous materials.

The climate of Hurdwar during the early part of April is eztceedingly variable : from
four in the afternoon, until nine or ten o’clocl: on the following day, the wind generally
blows from the north or east over the snowy mountains, rendering the air delightfully
cool; during the intermediate hours, however, the thermometer frequently rises to 9d";
and the clouds of dust arising from the concourse of people, together with their beasts
of burden, collected at this place, add considerably to the annoyance sustained from
the heat.

The principal road to Hurdwar lies through the town of Khunkul, which is also
a Teerut, or place of Hindoo pilgrimage, overlooking the Ganges: it is very well built,
and adorned with several eommodious ghauts, constructed of cut freestone, landing-
places descending by long flights of steps into the river. This town chiefly consists of
one principal street, running north and south, parallel with the course of the water, and
composed of handsome houses belonging to rich merchants and brahmins from every
part of India. In fact, the ownership of a house at Khunkul, shows the proprietor to
he a man of great wealth, and considerable importance in society. It is lil-ze possessing
a place at Melton Mowbray. The greater number of these mansions are unhappily
disfigured by paintings e:-tecuted in a very barbarous manner in the most glaring
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colours, without, of course, the slightest attention either to shadow, proportion, or per-
spective. The house-tops ru'e covered with troops of monkeys, animals sufficiently
sagacious to discover those places in which their species is held in reverence. These
creatures are sacred in every stronghold of I-lindoo superstition, and from their multi-
tudes become perfect nuisances, it being difficnlt to prevent their invasion into every
apartment of a private residence. There are at Khnnhul numerous serais for the
accommodation of the people who resort to it at the time of the fair 5 and when full,
these long quadrangular buildings, furnished all round with suites of small apartments,
present a very singular appearance——men, women, and children, in large families, being
thrust into an exceedingly circumscribed space, with cattle of every kind, bollocks,
horses, camels, donheys, and mules, together with other live-stock, biped and
quadruped.

The new road, which runs direct to I-I urdwar, and for which the old one on the bach
of the river is entirely deserted, forms a very amusing drive. On either side, for the
distance of two miles, are to be seen the large and handsome tents belonging to the civil
and military officers of the Company, who visit the fair upon duty, either to assist in
keeping the peace, or for the purchase of horses for the cavalry regiments; while others,
who have nothing save pleas1n'e in view, establish themselves in the same encampment.
These canvass dwellings are diversified by the more substantial country-abodes of rich
natives, occurring amid large mango groves, and having showy gardens pranl-zed with
flowers. So great is the necessity for temporary habitatiens during the fair, that
artificers resort to the neighbourhood of Hurdwar from a considerable distance, in order
to construct them of thatch and grass-mats upon a bamboo frame. These houses, or
huts, are rendered both sun and water proof, and add considerably to the picturesque
efl"ect of the scene. The town of Hurdwar bears a striking resemblance to that of its
neighbour Khunkul, but is apparently of more ancient date ; it completely skirts the
Gauges, many of the best houses having their foundations in the bed of the sacred
river. These are generally constructed of brick, the lower stories of a great number
being of very fine white free-stone, a material which is found in the neighbourhood,
while lime-stone of good quality is met with close at hand, in the bed of the stream.
The Ganges, during the rainy season, is a mile in width at Hurdwar, pursuing its
course between low woody islands, some of which afford very eommodious encarnping
ground. On the west bank the eye rests upon a ridge of hills rising to the height of
sir; hundred feet, covered with thick brushwood, mingled with trees. These hills
are cleft in many places into rugged ravines, which afford ample cover to numerous
wild beasts. The back-ground of the landscape is formed of part of the range of blue
mountains, from sir. to eight thousand feet in height, which conceal the base of the
Himalaya, or snowy region, and fill up the distance in the most magnificent manner
possible.

It is ditlicult to afford any idea of the grandeur and beauty of the inanimate obj ects
which render I-Iurdwar one of the places best worthy of a traveller’s attention in India,
but still more so to convey even a faint notion of the swarms of living creatures, men
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and beasts of every description, which occupy every foot of ground during the time of
the fair: multitudes of cows, horses, bullocks, camels, elephants, ponies, and mules h-om
Osbeck Tartary to Benares, are crowded together, rendering the scene in the highest
degree animated and interesting: every thing is to be found at the fair, though horses
form its principal attraction. The horse-merchants from Bokhara and Cabool occupy
the stony central parts of the river, while those from Torkistan take up their quarters in
small enclosures behind the houses of the town. These men are tamed for their ponies
and galloways, animals of great power, called Toorkies, some of which bear very high
prices. The elephant-dealers incline to Khunkul, for the sake of fodder, but traverse
the roads of the fair with their studs during the mornings and evenings, each elephant
having a large bell attached to the neck, for the purpose of giving warning to passengers
of their approach. The bunee.-is, or grain-sellers, hulwfiees, or confectioners, cloth,
shawl, and toy merchants, occupy the road-side close to the town, their dwelling-places
being interspersed with small enclosures containing piles of barley and straw, heaped
up, and ready for sale.

On the sides of the hill to the west, thousands of Seik families are to be seen, with
their huts, tents, camels, bullocks, mules, and horses, thrown together, as it were, with-
out order or method. Then come the tents of the better order of visitors, formed into
groups of two or three, and constructed of white or striped canvass, gaily fringed, and
ornamented with scalloped horderings of scarlet cloth. Then, again, are the tents of the
superior horse-dealers, Arab or Persian merchants, who have brought splendid animals
of the purest breed, for which they demand enormous prices; men, also, with bears,
leopards, tigers, deer of all kinds, monkeys, Persian greyhounds, beautiful cats, and rare
birds, for sale. Then there are heaps of assafcetida in bags from the mountains beyond
C-abool, sacks of raisins of various kinds, pistachio nuts, almonds, and bones of pre-
served apricots, and stalls filled with merchandise of every description, brasen vessels of
all kinds, bead necklaces of many colours, rosaries, mouth-pieces for pipes, of agate, cor-
nelian, lapis-laanli, and different kinds of marble, pearls, black and white chowries, or
implements for keeping off flies, formed of the long bushy tail of the yak, the cow of
Thibet; stones for seals of all descriptions; bangles, bracelets, armlets, and ornaments
for the ankles, of silver or pewter; sable, tiger, leopard, ounce, and other skins ; stufl"ed
birds, the argue-eyed, golden, and other varieties of pheasant; idols of all kinds;
together with their braaen stands, real and mock coral, garlands and necklaces of tinsel,
looking-glasses framed in ivory, with mosaic work in imitation of fruits and flowers from
Delhi; richly embroidered scarves, scull-caps, and slippers, toys eaecuted in mother-of-
pearl, bales of shawls, and jewels of high prices; broad-cloth, stationery, and cutlery
from England; perfumes from Paris, ean dc Cologne, and many other articles too
tedious to mention.

The crowd and confusion of buyers and sellers, the native groups in every imaginable
costume, some shining in cloth of gold, and surrounded by followers splendidly arrayed,
others less enpensively but picturesquely dressed, and many half naked, or wildly clad,
all mi:-ted up with priests, soldiers, and religious mendicants, half beggar, half bandit,



raar or run en.-inr air nnunwan. 101

with here and there a cluster of Europeans mounted upon elephants, ealiibit all together
a concourse which no other place in the world can show.

The noise baffles all description ; the shouts and cries of men come mingled with the
neighing of homes, the trumpeting of elephants, the grunts of camels, the lowing of
cattle, the bellowing of bulls, the screams of birds, and the loud sharp roars of the wild
beasts; and, as if these were not enough, there are gouge and drums beating, trumpets
blaring, couch-shells blowing, and bells ringing, which never cease for a single instant.
In the midst of all this discord, regular musicians perform to groups assembled in different
parts of the city or fair, the whole population coming out in the evening to enjoy them-
selves, and, amid the more melodious snatches which are caught here and there, the
bugles of the British battalion may be heard,playing some well-remembered air, recalling,
perhaps in “Ye banks and braes of bonny Donne,” in the neighbourhood of the valley
of that name, recollections of that northern land, which is the regretted birthplace of so
many of the civil and military servants of the Company.

Frequently a large congregation of the magnates of the land are assembled at
Hurdwar ; the Begum Sumroo, during her lifetime, would make her appearance with
a thousand horse and fifteen hundred infantry ; here also might be seen the Nuwah of
Nujibabad, the Rajahs of Ghuosgarh, Uchet, and Sadwa, the Putteeala Rajah and his
Vakeel, whose attendants might be distinguished by their light yellow turbans and
kumnrbunds, or sashes, and another distinguished Hindoo, the Rajah of Balespore in
the mountains ; all of whom, the latter especially, making it a point to traverse the fair
mornings and evenings. The Balespore Rajah made his appearance seated on a
remarkably tall elephant, in a large howdah, overlaid with plates of solid silver, glistening
in the sun, and covered with a pointed dome-like canopy of scarlet, supported on four
silver pillars, richly embossed. He wore a large white conical turban, and amid the
jewels which adorned his person were two enormous pearls, set as ear-rings, the hoops
being of gold three inches in diameter. A servant sat behind him, waving slowly
backwards and forwards, over his head, one of the splendid chowries before mentioned,
as an emblem of rank. Many of his relatives followed upon elephants, caparisoned in
various degrees of splendour, surrounded by horsemen, not particularly well mounted,
but showily dressed, capering and eurvetting about, and decorated with gaudy housings.
Besides these, were the usual rabble-rout on foot, the constant attendants upon Eastern
sovereignty, crowding in the rear, heedless of the vicious animals rearing and leaping
on all sides, as their riders fired off muskets, matchlocks, and pistols, making the
adjacent hills reverberate with the sound. These wild pageants, with their mi:-tture
of pomp and meanness, are truly Oriental in their character, and in strict keeping
with the barbaresque style of the buildings, and the untamed nature of the surround-
ing scenery.

Rhuts, four-wheeled carriages, abounded at the fair, the roofs covered with white
linen, or scarlet cloth, and either terminating in a point with a gilt ornament, or per-
fectly flat: they were chiefly filled with women, of whom sin or eight were crowded into
one conveyance, small openings in the sides enabling them to recounoitre the multitude,

2 c
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without becoming themselves visible. There were other vehicles also, two-wheeled cars,
with sometimes as many as three roofs, united, of conical shape, and hung with tassels,
and costly fringe; these carriages were open, and drawn by bullocks, which had their
horns painted of gaudy colours, the harness and housings studded with bells, and the
small cowrie shell, and otherwise richly embroidered.

Troops of dancing girls had established themselves at Hurdwar during the fair, and
were to be seen performing, either in front of the houses of rich persons, or in the
interiors, all thrown open, and lighted up every evening. The whole of thd river, town,
and inhabited parts of the forest, presented a series of illuminations as soon as darkness
commenced; this brilliant display being enlivened by occasional bursts of fireworks.
Nothing could be more pleasing than the effect of the lamps sparkling and gleaming
between the trees, while the islands and woody shores of the river were distinctly seen
by the light of innumerable small vessels of oil, kindled and sent floating down the
stream. $uel1 are a few of the features of this extraordinary place ; a few, it may well be
said, since it would be utterly impossible to note down a tenth part of the strange sights
and scenes which greet the eye of the European traveller at this Oriental congress.

The whole of the battlements, terraces, and platforms, erected in the water, lining
the side of the river, are covered with dense tln'ongs of pilgrims, spectators, and priests,
the European portion of the audience pushing their elephants into the water, in order
to view, without inconvenience from the crowd, the bathing of the numerous devotees.
The ceremony is simple enough, consisting merely of an offering of money, according
to the abilities of the hather, to the ofliciating priest. Every separate ablution, and
several are deemed essential, must be separately paid for, and when the pious worshipper
of Gunga-jee has left the river, he is obliged to run the gauntlet through the priests of
the temples on the banks, who assail every passer-by, whether Christian or pagan, with
equal importunity. All the brahmins say, whether truly or not, that Lord ‘William
Bentiuck, when governor-general, honoin'ed the holy land of H urdwar by making
a present of a thousand rupees to its priests—a very injudicious method of attempting
to obtain popularity, since it is construed into a secret recognition of the superiority of
the Hindoo gods, and cannot fail to enalt the bralnninical faith in the eyes of its pro-
fessors, while at the same time it brings that of the rulers of the land into contempt.
The Hindees are excessively ansious to enact this mark of homage to their favourite
deity, and endeavour to persuade the Christian visitors to deposit an offering, assuring
them that Hurdwar is a holy place, and that they will not fail to procure sen-in advan-
tage in return.
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common to the elime flourishing in a soil blessed with the richest fertility. Here the
majestic banian spreads its sylvan temple; here the prolific mango sheds its golden
fruitage ; and the gardens teem with limes, eitrons, tamarinds, grapes, plantains, bananas,
custard-apples, and all the varieties of nuts yielded by the palm.

Bombay is furnished with an abundant supply of vegetables from the neighbouring
island of Salsette, with which it is connected by means of a causeway ; those of European
origin grow freely, and it is particularly celebrated for the potato, and for the finest
onions to be found throughout the whole peninsula. The sea is equally productive with
the land; the inhabitants of many villages scattered along the harbour and its numerous
islands, subsisting entirely from the profits of their nets. In addition to the pomfret
and the sable, which, with other varieties of the fishy tribe belonging to Indian seas, are
found in many parts of its shores, Bombay is visited by a fish peculiar to this coast,
called the bnmbalo, a species of sand-eel, which is of a very nutritive quality. It is eaten
in large quantities when fresh, and is by many considered a great delicacy, while oth ere
only regard it as a mass of fiavourless jelly. Immense numbers, dried in the sun, form
an article for eaportation, and furnish the principal part of the food eaten by the lascars.
Shell-fish also abound, and turtle are sometimes caught.

Sll‘v'Eli-STUltlED Pi'LL.tCE,—BEJi‘lPUll.ll.

Wneunsoavna the ll-Ioghuls planted their victorious banners, and assumed dominion,
however brief, over the conquered soil, they have left behind them trophies of their
power and magnificence, of the most imposing and attractive nature. The buildings of
this highly-refined and luiiurious people still in esistence throughout the scenes of their
conquests in Hindostan, that bright and gem-fraught land, tempting so many venturous
swords, are not more distinguished for the splendour and elegance of their designs,
than for the surpassing beauty of the workmanship. ‘What pomp of pillars and porticos,
arched gateways, cupolas, and pinnacled minars, is displayed in the temples, tombs, and
palaces reared by their hands ! what fretwork and tracery, what lavish ornaments of
carved and sculptured stone! and how beautifully do these towers and domes, cloistered
quadrangles, and terraced heights, harmonise with the rich foliage of the tamarind,
intruding into the deserted courts and the glassy waters of the tanks or jheels beside
them l

The loneliness which now surrounds buildings once filled with the retinue of haughty
satraps, and redolent with sounds of gladness, is almost of an awful character: desolate
creatures inhabit the chambers where beauty held her com't, and the wolf and the jackal
bay the moon, unscared, in gardens formerly sacred to feminine recreation, the secure
asylum of those domestic favourites which woman delights to cherish.
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The Eurepean traveller whe pitches hie tent amid these preud reliques, himself the
barre sci.-5, the great persenage cf the scene, surveys, with feelings allied te pain, the
magnificent yet sad memerials cf fallen grandeur. If visiting them en military duty,
he is engaged in an inglerieus centest with thieves and vagahends, whese lawless
prepensities frequently cempel the gevernmeut te send a detachment ef sepeys against
them.

. The Meslem inhahitants cf the city cf Bejapere are peer and few. In districts
remete frem the capital ef the Meghul empire, there is little save the remains ef palaces,
fertresses, and mesques, te indicate the invasien ef intelerant cenqnerers, whe ebliged
these whem they cempelled te suhmit te their deminien, te adept their creed alse. In
seme places nameless temhs are all that still eaist, te shew that the fellewers cf the
Prephet planted their victerieus standard in the midst cf a heathen natien. Numbers
whe embraced the religien ef their rulers, have relapsed inte idelatry ; and the remnant
whe still turn their faces tewards Mecca te pray, have se cempletely degenerated, and
are se strengly addicted te the euperstitiens ef their Hindee asseciates, as te he scarcely
werthy ef the name ef Meslems.

The enly natives in the neighbeurheed ef Bejapere, whese appearance can in any
degree assimilate with the military splendeur cf its remains, are the Mahrattas. When
these graceful hersemen, clad in wild yet splendid attire, and meunted upen fiery
cenrsers, caracel beneath the walls, semewhat ef the martial pageantry ef by-gene days
returns upen the eye. These men ride with almest miraculeus shill, and their charge
ferms ene ef the mest striking evelutiens perfermerl by cavalry. The battalien cem-
mences its career in a line twe deep, at a brisk canter, which changes inte a gallep as it
advances; suddenly the files epen eut, scattering “ like a hrehen string ef pearls,“ each
man waving his swerd, and uttering a shrill cry, plunges en the ehject ef his attach with
maddening vehemence; but while the charge is thus apparently made at randem, every
man and herse are under the strictest eentrel ;, at the wildest and mest infuriated
mement, every warrier will rein up his steed, threwing it upen its haunches, and remain-
ing immeveahle until the cemmand be given te charge again.

JERDAIR.

Tea small and ehscure village ef Jerdair stands upen a meuntain-slepe in the prevince
ef Gurwall, a tract cf ceuntry eatending en the nerth-west te the hanks ef the Sutledj,
en the nerth-east te the summit ef the Himalaya, and heunded en the east and seuth
by the British prevince ef Delhi. It is an exceedingly hilly er rather meuntaineus
tract, diflicult ef cultivatien; yet pa.rts cf it are particularly fertile, and, theugh new
thinly peepled, it hears the remains cf mighty werke, the undertakings ef fermer

2 n



11116 n11vnos'r.~.1v 11. LU s'ra.-rrnn.

possessors of the soil. The sides of many of the hills enhibit a succession of terraces
of very solid construction _; and upon the surfaces thus produced, the water necessary
for the cultivation of rice is retained. Several branches of the Ganges flew through
the valleys of this highly picturesque country, which is regarded with peculiar venera-
tion by the peeple of Hindostan, in consequence of its containing the holy ground from
which the infant waters of the true Ganges isue into epen light. Formerly this
province comprehended all the territory eatending to Hurdwar, and stretched eastward to
the borders of Nepaul, but it is new restricted within much narrower limits, and forms
one of the British dependencies, under the perehanee nominal rule of a native rajah,
who is indebted fer the restoration of his deminicns to our arms, and who is protected
by soldiers in em‘ service.

Notwithstanding its extreme elevation, the climate of Gurwall, owing to its south-
western aspect, is very mild; and though the site of the village of Jerdair presents
a black and barren waste, the greater portion of this province is finely and richly
clothed with trees. In many places, the productions of the temperate and the torrid
cones meet and mingle : the tiger makes his lair upon the confines of eternal snow ; and
the elephant is enabled to endure the severity of the climate, by a provision of nature
unknown to animals of his species, the natives of warmer latitndes,—a shaggy covering
of hair. The bases of the immense ranges of these meuntain-districts are spread with
thiclt forests, exhibiting all the redundant vegetatien of a tropic elime ; upon ascending,
this character continues fer a short distance, but seen the rhododendron makes its
appearance amongst the bushes, and a stray daisy is feund enamelling the grass; a little
higher, the oal»: and the pine usurp the places of the teak and the neem ; the giant
creepers- become e:-zhausted, and give way to ferns, messes, and lichens _; the places of the
wild caster, the oleanders, and ether shrubs, are supplied by raspberries, barberries,
dog-reses, thorns, and brambles ,; the holly shows its variegated leaf, and wild pears put
forth their snowy blossoms ; nettles and thistles spring up on every side-—and the whqlg
assumes the aspect of the tangled wastes of Europe. Occasionally the appearance of
some decidedly Asiatic production reminds the English traveller that he is in a distant
quarter of the globe? but at the elevation of three thousand feet, few of this character
are to be seen. Higher up the forest is almost wholly pine, some of which attain to an
enormous siae. As the cold increases, the trees become fewer, stunted in their growth,
and occur in scattered groups; the birch gradually diminishes to a dwarf, and soon
afterwards the only vegetation consists of mosses and lichens, hardy tribes, c:-Listing
upon the very verge of eternal snow.

Serinagur was formerly the capital of Gurwall, but on the return of its severeign,
who had sought a retreat from the invasion of the Ghorkas in the British territories,
and tool»: no part in its restoration, this city being comprised in the ceded portion of the
district, the village of Barahaut became a place of importance, from being selected for
the seat of the native government. The inhabitants of G-urwall are termed Khayasa,
and all boast their descent from Bajpeots of the highest caste, and are therefore
eaceedingly scrupulous in their eating, and in their regard for the sacred cow. They
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will not sell one of these animals, excepting upon an assm-ance that the purchaser will
neither kill it himself, nor suffer it to be killed by another ; their prejudices prevent
them from keeping poultry, and travellers must bring sheep with them, or subsist upon
fish and game. Both are exceedingly abundant, and the former so plentiful as to be
easily caught by the hand ; but the precipitous nature of the country renders the toil
of the sportsman very severe, as birds drop at an immense distance from the place
whence they are shot, and are frequently lost in impenetrable ravines.

Many of the bursts of mountain-scenery which occur as the footpaths wind reund
some projecting point are magnificently sublime, the high ledges of the rock are the
haunt of the chamois, and eagles have their eyries on the hoary peaks. These and the
neighboming provinces are remarkable for a peculiar breed of ponies, called ghoouts,
rough, stunted, and shaggy, but exceedingly sure-footed, and well adapted to carry
a traveller in safety along the dicey verge of narrow pathways, which look down upon
some dreadful abyss.

Tl-ill ABBEY AND HILLS FROM NEAR MUSSUUHEE.

Atrnoeon the general appearance of Mussooree might have been much improved
by more tasteful arrangements on the part of the early residents, yet there are many
habitatiens which possess a very considerable portion of picturesque beauty; and
amongst these, the mansion which has, with greater regard for early associations than
for local appropriateness, been entitled the “ .+’tblJey,” stands conspicuous. "We ought
not perhaps to quarrel with a name; and it is always pleasing to surround ourselves i11
a foreign coimtry with memorials of our loved and distant home, but the term Abbey is
so closely connected with the monastic institutions of a Christian land, and in England
usually serves to perpetuate the memory of some pious brotherhood, established in times
long passed, upon the soil, that we can scarcely he reconciled to its transplantation to
a seene to which it is so singularly ill-adapted.

Travellers of any taste or feeling have continually to quarrel with the names given
by European settlers to places in foreign countries, since they are frequently extremely
barbarous, and nearly always ill-chosen. India, from numerous causes, has sulfered
less from this kind of desecration than other scenes of European adventure; Barrack-
pore and Fort I-Iastings being the only places throughout the British presidency which
bear an angliciced name. Not wishing, however, to be hypercritical, we pass over many
circumstances which might be alleged against the appellation of the Abbey, and proceed
to say, that it stands apart from all other habitatiens, occupying a very commanding
site on the extreme summit of a rugged mountain. During the fine weather, the
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prospects attainable from this elevated situation much more than compensate for any
disadvantage, but there is a season of rains in which it is completely enveloped in mist,
and in which the clouds penetrate through every apertm'e. The entrance of fog into a
house is sufiiciently disagreeable, but in these altitudes the clouds take the same liberty,
and suddenly, if sitting in an apartment with the door or window open, the inhabitants
may find themselves wrapped in a very poetical, but a very inconvenient garment. The
storms also which are experienced in these exposed situations are exceedingly terrific;
occasionally they rage below the residence chosen upon some sublime peak, but at other
times they pour their fiercest fury on the devoted mansion, thunder and lightning
occurring in the midst of a snow-storm, while a tremendous hurricane at the same time
tlireatens destruction to every thing it meets in its sweeping progress. The noise of the
thunder, as it peals and reverberates through the hills, affords a very forcible idea of
the crack of doom, seeming indeed as if the globe itself must he shattered, and falling
to pieces, while the lightning, if possible more terrific, flashes out in broad sheets, or
flies like winged arrows through the sky, assuming that beautiful but appalling shape
which in its sigsag cotn'sc brings deadly havoc wherever it alights.

The extent of mischief occasioned by these frightful contentions of the elements
is often very great ; and it is with fear and trembling that, after the storm has passed
away, the owners of live-stock go out to survey the ravages it has made ;-——-trees torn
up by the roots, rocks precipitated from their foundations, the soil and the vegetation
having been borne along with them in their descent to some dark abyss, and sheep or
poultry lying dead upon the gronnd—a-re among the usual casualties ; while sometimes
there is added the still more heart-rending destruction of human life.

During the months of July and August the rain falls almost incessantly, and the
inhabitants of ll-Tussooree, being only able to take short walks and rides between the
showers, must find amusement for themselves within their houses. At this period the
view from the Abbey is extreniely circumscribed, but goorl fires will impart a glow of
genial warmth and comfort to the weather-bound, and whenever the sky clears up, the
most beautiful elfects are visible in the scenery either wholly or partially unveiled
by the sunbeains breaking through the clouds. A lover of nature, domiciled in one
of these altitudes, will always find something to interest and engage the attention, in
the numerous changes which take place in different states of the atmosphere, giving
endless variety to scenery always sublime. Sunrise is accompanied by the highest
degree of splendour in these alpine regions, lighting up the mountain-brows with
gold, and flinging over the snowy range those gorgeous hues which the hand of nature
alone can create. Then, as the mists curl upwards and disappear, how beautifully
do the distant towns and villages co1ne out, showing scenes of loveliness which seem
like fairy-land.

Mussooree assumes a very interesting appearance at night, with the lights from its
numerous houses, and the fires which native servants always kindle on the ground
wherever they can find space, marking the site of each homestead. Many of the
builders of these mansions have been influenced in the choice of a site almost wholly
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by the prospects it commands: but there are other considerations which the prudential
have kept in view; amid these is the accessibility of water—--for though it may be heard
and even seen meandering through the bottom of the ravine which the house overlooks,
yet it is not always easily attainable, and becomes very costly on account of the expense
of the carriage. The neighbourhood of the baaaar is also advantageous, but a spring of
water is always the great desideratum. The materials for building, as we have before
remarked, are close at hand ; and speculative workmen from the plains, better versed in
the art of constructing houses for lltu'opcan residents, than the mountaineers, may be
procured at a moderate rate. Estates are purchased or rented upon lease from the
rajah of the district, who is very willing to let land to strangers, which has hitherto
contributed little or nothing to the revenue. Spots thus taken are indicated by a board
bearing the proprietoris name, who thus frequently possesses himself of a large and
beautiful estate, consisting perhaps of awhole hill covered with forest trees, and stocked
with abundance of game, of which he is sole master, subject only to some regulations
which have been lately found necessary, to prevent the wanton demolition of timber.
In the dearth of amusement, the cutting down trees, either for fuel, or merely for the
purpose of watching their fall, formed the employment of vacant minds, whose organs
of destructiveness were strongly developed ; but such pastimes have been restricted, and
those who would have disregarded the suggestions of the more tasteful, are obliged to
abide by the orders of government. In consequence of the frequent mutations ofAn glo-
Iudian society, the Abb ey has more than once changed its master, and has always been
considered a desirable property, notwithstanding its exposure to all the winds of heaven.
It is scarcely possible to have a finer or more extensive view than that which is com-
manded from the windows. The gigantic Cheer is visible to the right, capped with
snow, which remains unmelted during the greater part of the year, while it looks down
upon hills and valleys in endless succession, flourishing villages surrounded with wide
cultivation, scattered hamlets, and thick forests; a partial glance of the Dhoon, and
the plains beyend, closing in the prospect to the left, while i11 the distance the river
Jumna may be seen threading the mases of the champaign country, and marking its
course in silver.

DOWLATABAD.

Tn1s extraordinary fortress, which is situated upon the read between Ellora and
Anrungabad, at the distance of seven miles from the latter place, was originally the
work of the Hindees, to whom it belonged, until 1294. These hill-fortresses were con-
sidered of great importance, while the Asiatic mode of warfare prevailed; and nature and
art have combined to render Dowlatabad one of the strongest, as well as the most
remarkable, of all the places of the kind in Hindostan. A rocky hill, which in shape
has been likened to a compressed bee-hive, rises abruptly from the plain at about a mile
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distent frem the feet ef the renge se femed fer its eseevetiens, end ef whieh it is sup-
pesed it must heve heen fereihly sepereted hy seme eenvnlsien ef the eerth. The ferm
end site ef this eminenee were pertieulerly fevenrehle fer the esereise ef the shill end
petienee ef whieh Hindee erehiteets heve left se meny imperishehle mennments. The
height ef this hill is eheut five er sis hundred feet, end it is net mere then e mile in
eireumferenee. The reek hes heen rendered preeipitens hy the leheurs ef men, end
ferms reund the feet ef the hill e steep smeeth well, er seerp, ef ene hundred end fifty
feet in height; e wide end deep diteh eiferds edditienel seenrity te this ineeeessihle
defenee. U pen eressing the diteh, the eseent is tlnnugh en eseevetien in the heert ef
the reel-:, whieh is eerried in e mest singnler menner te the upper werhs, winding
tlneugh the inmest reeesses ef the hill. The eemmeneement ef this suhterreneen
pessege is eseeedingly lew, end een enly be treversed in e steeping pestnre : hut eftei
e few peees it leeds inte e lefty venl t, whieh is illumineted by terehes. Frem this hell, e
gellery twelve feet high, end twelve feet hreed, end net se steep es te he very fetigning,
until it eppreeehes the summit, eenduets the wendering visiter tn the verieus helting
pleees, where there ere smell trep-deers, whenee nerrew flights ef steps leed te the
diteh helew. The design ef these treps hes given rise te e geed deel ef speeuletien,
seme persens snppesing thet they were intended es edrlitienel defenees in the event ef
the pessege being fereed, while te ethers they eppeer tetelly nnfitted fer sneh e pur-
pese. There is ne light i11 this subterreneens pessege, e:-teept thet whieh is ebteined
frem terehes. The niein evenne, fer there ere ether hrenehing eut inte stere-heuses
ent in reeesses in the reel-1, et e eertei11 elevetien epens inte e eevity eheut twenty feet
squere; this is defended by e lerge iren plete, whieh een he leid ever the entlet in eese
ef esseult. The pleteis furnished with e pelter ef gigentie dimensiens, end shenld e
hesieging fee penetrete se fer, the plete weuld he shut dewn, end e lerge fire kindled
upen it: e hele iive feet in diemeter hes heen eenstrueted, te eenvey e streng enrrent
ef eir te this fnrneee. Upen emerging frem the eerth, the reed becemes steep end
nerrew, the hill is in meny pleees eevered with hrushweed, end hnildings ere seettered
ever it. The heuse ef the geverner is lerge end hendseme, end freni the iieg-staff the
view is heeutifnl end estensive: the tewns ef Kerguswerre end It-eeeh being pleinly
diseernible ever the renge ef hills in the neighheurlieed. On this peek e lerge hress
feur-end-twenty peunder hes heen pleeed: the difiienlty ef the nnderteizing is seid te
heve been innnense, end enly te he evereeine by the persevering essiduity ef en engi-
neer, whe, en the premise ef being ellewed te return te his ewn heme, suffered nu
ehsteele te reles his elferts, end efter numereus triels eeeeniplished his ehjeet et lest.
Dewletehed is elmest whelly destitute ef erdnenee, end, nnder the present system ef
militery eperetiens, hes lest mneh ef its impertenee: it dees net eemmend eny reed,
pess, er eenutry, end is new enly interesting, es eiferding e very remerl-zehle specimen
ef ehill-fe1'tress.

The lt-Inglinls ehteined pessessien ef Dewletehed et e very eerly peried, end it wes
niede en imperiel city by Meheined Tngleeh, whe geve it its present neme; its fermer
eppelletien, nnder the Hindee rejehs, being Deeghur. The emperer else ettempted te
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trensfer the seet ef gevernmeut frem Delhi tn the scene ef his new cenquest, but with-
eut success. When the Meghuls were driven eut ef the Deccen by the princes ef the
Cernetic, the letter ebteined pessessicn. It wes et ene time in the hends cf the French,
whe, hewever, did net keep it leng, their treeps being withdrewn inte the Cernetic by
the cemmend cf M. Lelly. The Ivlehrettes efterwerds mede themselves mesters ef it,
but in 1?"F6 it wes edtled te the nizem ef Hyderebed, end hes centinued under his
descendents ever since. The pretectien end friendship eccerded by the British gevern-
ment te this pewer, hes enebled it te meintein pessessicn ef the fertress, end the reign-
ing prince hes rendered geed service in return, by ce-epereting with his ellies when his
essistence wes required, er meinteining e strict neutrelity when net wented in the
field. But theugh secure upen his threne, end et peece with his neighbetue, the sus-
picien insepereble frem Asietic medes ef gevernmeut, renders the pest cf heneur cen-
ferred upen the eflicer entrusted with the cemmend ef Dewletebed, ene ef discemfert
end denger. The femily ef the geverner cf this jeelensly-guerded fertress ere deteined
es hesteges et Hyderebed. Under the lvleghul emperer Al-tber, end Jehenguire, nn
ene wes permitted te retein se impertent e cemmend fer mere then three yeers _; end
theugh greet chenges heve been effected since these deys cf tyrenny end despetism, the
ceuntry still suffers under the deseleting influence cf Meslem rule : it is thinly peepled,
end theugh the estensive end fertile pleins pessess rich seils, end ere intersected with
meny streenis, they heve the eppeerence ef e desert.

Mil. C ii U.

Ten Pertngeuse were ence celehreted fer cemmerciel cnterprise—fer the prepegetien
cf the Christien religien—fer e leve ef erts, end the cultivetien cf litereture ; ef ell these
neble quelities, few evidences heve been perpetueted, if we er-zcept the snmptueus erchi-
tecturel wenders ef eld Lusiteuie herself. The little severeignty in the Eastern sees,
which they ence pessessed, hes greduelly deceyed ; their celenies heve been erected inte
independent gevernments _; their very menerch, e scien ef the encient heuse ef Bregense,
fersceh the threne ef his iethers en the eppreech cf the inveder, end left te Englend
end tn "Wellingten the glery ef recenquering his hereditery deminicns. The fete ef the
netien hes therefere been prepertiened te the genius end reselutien cf its severeigns:
end Mecee, where ence e tleurishing trede esisted, where Spein, Pertugel’s heughty
neighbeur, wes cempelled te strihe her ewn tieg, end heist the stenderd cf her rive],
whenever she epprceched the sheres cf Chine—whenever English enterprise feund e
prefiteble field fer eperetien—this Mecee is new simply, selely, e reccrd ef the pest.

The Prie, er Preye Grende, is the mest tlettering surviving specimen ef this empe-
rium ef Orientel trede. Appreeched frem the weter, this fine embuletery presents
e striking end egreeeble eppeerence. A rew cf hendseme heuses, extending eleng the
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heech fer npwerds ef seven hundred yerds, is built in e crescent ferm, in ebedience te
the greceful end reguler bend ef the hey. In frent, e specieus premenede is fermed, en
en ertificial embenkment feced with stene, interrupted eccesienelly by jetties fer lending
geeds, end by steps fer descending te the weter. Here is the residence ef the Pertuguese
geverner, end here else is the English fectery, plein snbstentiel buildings; besides
the Custem-heuse, distinguished by the displey ef the Imperial fleg in frent. lit the ter-
minetien ef whet is celled the High-street, steeds the Senete Heuse, e structure whese
pretensiens te erchitecturel beeuty ere ef the hurnblest cherecter, but its dimensiens
censidereble. Beyend the Preys Grende, e mired essemblege ef styles presents it-self,
including English heuses, tewers ef Pertuguese churches, Chinese temples, end dernestic
reefs, generelly gretesque. The chI.n'ch ef St. Jesepb, the mest specieus end been-
tiful ef the twelve which the first settlers reised here, dediceted te the Apestles,
is cellegiete, end richly ederned. The see-view cf the city dees net pertelte ef the
Chinese cherecter, beceuse the lew netives whe reside et It-Iecee inhebit the beck streets
enly, end their dwellings being but ene stery in height, ere cenceeled by the Pertuguese
end English heuses thet surreund them: the Chinese ere generally deelers in grein,
vegetebles, end see-steres, in edditien te their mennel ernpleynients ef jeiners,
smiths, teilers, Ste.

Besides the cellege cf St. Jeseph, ll-Iecee beests e gremmer-scheel ef reyel
fbundetien, end seine few ether institutiens ef Pertuguese erigin deveted te litereture;
eniengst the che.riteble esteblishments is en esylum fer femele erphens. At the entre-
niity ef the Preye Grende is e specieus end elegent demesne celled the Cese, in which
is estentetiensly shewn e neturel grette, where Cemeens, ence the Pertuguese judge et
Mecee, is seid te heve written the greeter pert ef his Lusied.

The reedsteed fer lerge vessels being en the ether side cf the peninsule, ebeut ten
miles distent, the immediate trede with the inner herbeur, which is shellew, is cenducted
by lighter junhs end lerge beets. Befere the subjugetien ef Chine by British erms
in 18-'13, every fereign vessel, en cesting encher in the reedsteed, wes beerded by epilet,
whe, heving escerteincd the neture cf the cerge, reperted eccerdingly. The ship’s beet
then preceeded te the Custem-heuse, where e tell wes peid, permissien ebteined te lend
eny feniele pessengerswhe heppened te be en beerd—-the imperial reguletiens net ellew-
ing them te ge es fer es Whempee—end e chep, er permit, precnred te pess the Begue, er
Becce Tigris. Thet me-ny ef these preceutienery meesures heve been superseded by
the severe chestisement inflicted upen Chine, it is scercely necessery te ebserve. The
cemmerce ef Mecee will seen be trensferred te I-leng-heng, while thet ef Centen itself
will be shered by the ether epen perts ef the empire. Dnlness therefere seems likely
te reign et Mecee, unbrehen by eny incidents ef interest, if we exempt the ennuel
ire migretien ef Centenese femilies, dining the sultry seesen in the greet city, ef which
the Pertnguese eveil themselves by helrling e greed cernivel. This feest is celebreted
with the utmest cestliuess end enthusiesn1—bells, mesques, cencerts, spectecles, end ell
ether ernusements, t.l1et minister te the pleesure ef seft, seuthern Eurepe, ere celled in,
tn eid in giving elfect te the Mecee cernivel.
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Oppesite te the spet where the ceve ef Ceineens is situeted, lies e smell islend,
where the Jesuits fermerly bed e church, e cellegc, end. en ebservetery ; but the melee.
chely ruins thet new cever the surfece ef this picturesque end fertile spet, enly remind
the visiter ef the fellen fertunes ef thet clessic cemmnnity. This pretty ehject is the
ernenient ef the inner herbeur, which is secure frem the nerth-eest menseen, the terrer
cf ell vessels thet venture te lie in the enter. Exclusive cf Pertuguese epethy, there is
e neturel ceuse new epereting fer the destructien ef the trede cf this pert—it is the
greduel filling up ef the herbeur with send. The existence end pregress ef this unfer-
tunete chenge ere very cleerly perceived by the fellewing enthenticeted stetement :-—-
when Lerd Ansen visited Mecee, his ship enchered in the besen en ene side ef the
herbeur, fermed by e grenp ef feur smell islends, end ley securely there during her
repeirs ; et the present time, e ship ef equel sise end burden ceuld net enter the seme
besen et ell.

Cl-IINESE PAGUDA, BETWEEN C.=l.l‘~iTUN AND WHil.l'-iP0ri.

Tnls elegent tewer stends midwey between the city ef Centeu end Wliempee, which
ere ebeut twelve miles distent frem eech ether : its grecefnl style, the leftiness end
beeuty ef its prepertiens, render it e censpicueus lendmerh; end the eeger eyes ef the
strenger ere delighted te beheld the reelisetien ef scenes se eften pictured te the mind ;
fer whe emengst us hes net, frem childheed, indulged in visiens ef the bright lend
essecieted in the imeginetien with ene eentinned scene cf pegeentry? The eppreech
tn every fereign ceuntry, theugh differing in minute pertieulers frern eur ewn, cennet
feil te strike-ell, seve the mest ebtuse specteter, with the strengeness ef its espect. But,
perheps, ne plece in the whele cempess ef the glebe eifers such extreerdinery end
strilting nevelties es these presented by the gretesque feetures which cherecterise the
Chinese empire. The dense mess ef the pepuletien, ell busily empleyed, cled in geudy
but unceuth germents, end etferding such striking illustretiens ef the truth ef the.-"e
cericetures ef the humen fece divine, which we heve se eften lenghed et in the greups
depicted upen eur chine, elilte excite eur wender end emeeement. The shepe ef the
beets, the eppeerence ef the heuses, the fleeting gerclens, end crewded lmbitetiens cen-
structed en the weter, ere ell se edd end peculier, thet it is e leng time befere the mind
recevers frem its stete ef pleesed sm~prise: the recegnitien ef seme eld femilier ferm,
such es we heve seen hevering reund the Indie Heuse in Lenden, er upen e fen er illn-
mineted lentern, eiferd scercely less gretificetien then the sight ef semething perfectly
new end undescribed emid the brillient penereme.

The immense trede cerried en by the Chinese, is exemplified by the ehnest innu-
iuereble vessels, which, in the precincts ef the city ef Centen, ebselutely cheke up
e river wider then the Themes et Lenden. ftmid the verieus creft which nevigete this
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swerming streern, the beets fermerly empleyed te cenvey the centrebend geeds smuggled
inte the ceuntry by the merchents ef the British fectery, ere thus grephicelly described :—
“ They heve e very fermideble eppeerence, end de net depend whelly upen the suiference
ef the gevernment, which cennives et the vieletien ef its lews. The ships belenging te
the deelers in epium ere enchered efi' the islend ef Lintin, end present the strengest
cembinetien ef the ship end the ceunting-heuse, the werlike end the mercentile, thet
cen be well imegined: here e huge ledger, end there e blunderbuss: in ene cerner, the
lest price-current, stuck in the hendle ef e cutless _; end in enether, piles ef chests filled
with geed Spenish dellers; ell bespeeh the crafty treder, reedy te deel in e peeceeble
wey, if such be the wish ef these whe eppreech him ,; er te defend his illegal ge.ins, in
cese ef necessity, egeinst the censtituted eutherities ef the ceuntry frem whence his
weelth is derived.“ Opium, which is eegerly purchesed by ell clesses ef the cemmnnity,
ferms the steple cemmedity ef the trede with British Indie; immense quentities ef
cetten else ere imperted _; end, in edditien te weellen cleths, printed celicees, end e
greet veriety ef ether erticles, including gems cut end pelished by Lenden ertisens,
English percelein is new breught te Chine, theugh in small qnentities, end chiefly es
presents. Our extreerdinery success in the menufecture ef every deneminetien ef this
beeutifnl preperetien cf cley, hes cempletely ruined the Chinese merket: the sheps ef
Celcette ere filled with geeds frem the Stefibrdsliire petteries; English delf, theugh
breught frem se greet e distence, being much cheeper, es well es superier, te the
cemmen were mede in Chine, which is heevy end ceerse. The experts ere new whelly
cenfined te ernementel eppendeges, in seme ef which they ere still unrivelled. It is
seid, thet e merchent ef eminence, heving en immense quentity ef unseleeble chine
upen hend, ettempted te epen e negecietien with e prime-minister ef the king ef
Englend, te whem he etfered ehendseme bribe, in the expectetien ef inducing him
te prec1n'e the ebelitien cf heme-menufecture ef the erticle he wes se enxieus te
dispese ef.

l.i‘ereigners ere, er were, permitted te visit enly e perticuler querter ef the city ef
Centen, in which there is little te see except the curieus figures which inhebit it _; end the
mnltitudineus essertment ef fency-geeds expesed fer sele in the sheps. Ne plene in the
werld cen be se tempting es e Chinese beseer: end we must questien the wisdem which
weuld exclude Eurepeen ledies frem e sight cf the irresistible erticles, in every ernemeuted
shepe, which it centeins. The glimpses etferded by the best-steched wereheuses in
Lenden, give but efeint idee ef the splendeur, beeuty, ingenuity, end deliceey displeyed
in the rnenufectures ef this industrieus rece, in sills, geld, silver, ivery, terteise-shell,
weed, lecquer, end peper. These white, thick, velvety leeves ef the letter, se mneh in
esteem fer peintings, beth in Eurepe end Asie, end which, in Engiend, ge nnder the
neine ef rice, is mede frem the pith ef e tree, which in Indie else is used fer meny
ernementel purpeses, theugh with less shill tlien by the dextereus fingers ef the
Chinese. I-tice is ernpleyed fer e very different purpese, it being meulded inte e cem-
pesitien resembling stene, ef which e greet meny descriptiens ef kriicli-ltnecltery e.re
mede-—e menufectnre in which the Chinese, beyend eny ether netien, excel: their teys
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are the most ingenious things imaginable; and though the mechanism by which they
are made to move shout, is exceedingly clumsy, and liable to get out of order, the
imitation of men and animals is so enact, as to put to shame the dolls and horses of
the most celebrated makers of London or Paris.

assesses TU THE Estate PASS, LEADING T0 THE vsttsr or
harass names.

A vrsrr to the Hills, the common term applied in India to the inferior ranges of the
Himalaya mountains, forms one of the most agreeable diversities which can occ1n*in tl1e
lives of the European residents of Hindostan. Many are compelled to try the effects
of a more bracing climate fer the recoveryof health _; but the love of the pictiuesque,
and a desire to seek amusement in change of seene, prove the principal incentives to
a great number of travellers.

In a tour of pleasure to the hills, made by a party from whose journals the following
notes have been taken, the route pursued lay through the district of Saharunpore, a part
of the province of Delhi, which at one period was said to have formed the granary of
the upper country. Though portions of the land are still very fertile, its condition at
the present time is not so flourishing ,; the devastating influence of the Ghoorha
invasions having been very severely felt. A new era, however, is opening for India ;
and, as we surveyed the magnificent prospect around us, our hearts warmed with the
hope. that the lapse of a quarter of a century would add to their sublimity attractions of
another kind—-those which will arise from the skilful application of science in aid of the
natural resources of the country.

The view of the Himalaya from a spot in the vicinity of Saharunpore, is of that
dreamy, poetical description, which, though full of beauty, presents little that is definite.
Two inferior belts, divided from each other by deep intersecting vales, appear tier above
tier, the pyramidal snow-capped heights, which seem to lift themselves into another
world, crowning the whole with almost awful majesty. From this site, the mountain-
ranges have all the indistinctness which belongs to the land of faiirie, and which, leaving
the imagination. to luauriate in its most fanciful creations, lends enchantment to tl1e
scene. The pure daasling whiteness of the regions of eternal snow, give occasionally so
eloudlike an appearanee to the towering summits, as to induce the belief that they form
a part of the heaven to which they aspire ; while in other states of the atmosphere they
stand out in bold relief, either catching the rays of the sun, and reflecting a golden tint,
or rearing their lofty points, white with the unsullied snow of ages, against a clarltened
shy, showing that while all else on earth is liable to change, they endure—in1mutahle
and for ever.
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The northern part of the district of Saharunpore lies within the influence of the
hills, and rain occasionally falls throughout the year along the Sewalih range, at the
distance of a few miles ; but notwithstanding that it is traversed by streams which take
their rise from springs in these hills, it suflers from want of water ; and there is every
reason to believe that Artesian wells might be formed with great success, and much
advantage to the district.

The city of Saharunpore is of very ancient date, but possesses few or no remains
of interest: a fortress strengthened for the purpose of resisting the inc1.n:sions of the
Ghoorltas, and a religious institution in the neighbourhood, being the only places
worthy of a visit, with the exception of the botanical garden, which forms, indeed, its
principal attraction. Though not so great a pet of the government as the Calcutta
establishment, the garden at Saharunpore is ltept in excellent order, the most being
made of the comparatively small sum allowed for its maintenance. Common report
states, that this useful and ornamental work owes its eaistcnce to the family of Zahita
Khan, a former chief _: but it must have undergone great changes since its early
fcrination, being laid out in serpentine walks, which, with their flower-borders, and
shrubs of foreign growth, render it truly English in its aspect. Divested of the
formality which characterizes native plantations, the garden at Saharunpore may be said
to combine all the advantages of a highly embellished pleasure-ground with the interest
of the nursery, and on this account to escel many of the most celebrated specimens of
landscape-gardening at home. There are rides and drives through this beautiful enclo-
sure, which, being secluded, and free from dust, become the favourite places of
rendezvous for the European. residents of the station. Amongst the splendid creepers,
denizens of a tropic elime, arising in verdant pomp, there is a more humble stranger,
the ivy, which grows with the utmost lulturiance, and by its association with home-
scencs, the ancient village church, and old baronial hall, awakens a thousand tender
recollections in the breast of the traveller: here, too, is to he found the violet,
betraying itself by its delicious odour, and bringing with it thrilling remembrances
of our loved and distant native land. Ainid a large collection of hill-trees and shrubs,
which show the possibility of inuring the hardy denizens of the north to the heat of
Indian plains, there are splendid specimens of the flora of Hindostan. The plants are
generally cultivated in the first instance at Mussoo1'ee, a station in the hills, and the
espcrimcnts made at Saharunpore have been confirmed at Bareilly, where afir-tree may
be seen thirty feet inheight, tegether with the walnut, cherry, barberry, hawthorn, and
apricot, which grow without much care being talten in their cultivation. Bareilly, how-
ever, seems to possess a soil peculiarly favourable to foreign products: it is celebrated
for the ezcellence and abundance of its strawberries, a fruit which, though growing
freely in some parts of India, can11ot always be cultivated with success,

$aharunpore may be called the threshold of the hill-districts; and in addition to
its garden, the scientific traveller finds other objects of interest, some gentlemen-resi-
dents having opened a rich and inexhaustible tnine of fossil remains in the $ewalik hills.
This range abounds with relics of a former world, :1,m_1i_~;._: 315;; said ti; ha fm-flu;-5,1315 11;, the
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growth of the tea plant, which the inhabitants of Sultroudah aflirm, upon traditional
authority, to have been brought there in former times by a faheer, but subsequently
lost in consequence of neglect. The religious establishment mentioned as being one
of the lions of Saharunpore, consists of a body of Gosseins, one of the numerous
tribes of I-Iindoo devotees. This class distinguish themselves by dyeing their hair
yellow, and substituting oil and ashes for more decent covering _; they present one of
those anomalies so frequently found among the people of India, many of them prac-
tising the most frightful austerities, for the sake, it would appear, of worldly wealth;
for these deformed, miserable-looking wretches are said to be rich, and to indulge
occasionally in all the luxuries of life. The Gosseins of Saharunpore are great patrons
of monlteys—animals which are held sacred all over India, but are in some places
peculiar objects of veueratiou. It is said that in one of the battles of a favourite god
against a powerful enemy, the giant, Humaoon, led an army of monkeys to the assist-
ance of the nearly-worsted deity, and thus turned the tide of fortune in his favoin:—
a service for which they have been ever afterwards tolerated, and, i11 many instances,
worshipped, by the idolatrous portion of the natives of India. Where monkeys reside
under the protection of a fraternity lilte this of Saharunpore, they are subjected to
a very necessary degree of control, and lear11 to conduct themselves with as much
propriety as their natural propensities will admit. There are certain limits assigned,
which they are not allowed to pass with impunity, whatever may be the temptation to
commit a trespass. Every day at noon, one of the Gosseins on whom this duty devolves,
rings a bell, which causes the whole of the monkeys attached to the establishment to
assemble in front of the temple, where they await their diurnal meal with all the
gesticulation and grimace which such a crowd would naturally exhibit. The moment
that the priest, bearing an earthen pot filled with grain, is descried, the whole party
is on the pat zl-inc, pressing forwards to the utmost limit, and endeavo1.n'ing to get before
their brethren, and thus secure the greatest share of the prevent‘. Should any unlucky
wight, in his eagerness to approach the tempting vase, overstep the bounds assigned,
he is beaten and turned out. The grain being scattered amongst the expectant crowd,
a general scramble takes place; each strives to fill his pouch at the expense of his
neighbour, and, while biting, scratching, and tearing, is intent upon the grand object
of the fray. Amid this fierce contention, the grain speedily disappears, the largest
possible quantity being bagged in the shortest possible time; and at the sound of
a second bell the monlteys malte their exit. There are, however, festival days, on which,
in addition to their usual allowance, they are regaled with fruit; the whole scene afford-
ing much en tcrtainment to the by-standers, who, whatever their religious creed may be,
are allowed to witness it without scruple.

On leaving Saharunpore, on our march to the valley of the Dhoon, our road con-
ducted us through the Keeree Pass ,; and this lovely portal to a new country gave
delightful promise of the scenery beyond. The distant view which we had caught of
the true Himalaya, the birth-place and abode of the gods of Hindostan, was lost‘, and
the scene became one of the softest beauty imaginable, the devious valley winding
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through rocky eminences, and richly clothed with stately trees. At every step of our
progress, the landscape changed its featmes, and, though the character remained the
same, presented so great a variety of forms, of crag and precipice, wild rock, deep
forest, and smiling valley, that we paused continually in delightful amazcment—now
recognizing, with that joy which the exile alone can feel, in suddenly encountering
some well-known object, points of resemblance between our northern homes-—and now
struck with wonder by some splendid production of an Indian soil. Here, in all its
native luxm-iance, may be seen the giant creeper, which, with justice, is denominated
the monarch of its tribe—the scandent bauhinia. This enormous parasite winds its
snake-like stem, which attains the size, and somewhat resembles the body of the boa-
constrictor, round the trunk of the forest-trees, either mingling its flowers with their
foliage, or flinging them from the festoons which it forms from branch to branch as it
travels along. The rich scent of these superb blossoms, together with that of the
baubool, filling the air with perfume, and gratifying at once the sight and smell.

The elevation of these low hills, composing, as it were, the outworks of the Himalaya,
varies from five to nine hundred feet above the plains, and about two thousand five
hundred above the level of the sea. Geologists describe them as being composed chiefly
of sandstone of difliereut degrees of destructibility, of indurated clay, and beds of
rounded pebbles and gravel, circumstances which characterize them throughout the
range, from Hurdwar to its termination. The thick forest and brushwood are full of
peacocks, and, amid game of less importance, the tiger is to be found, while hares, and
the black and gray partridge, literally swarm in the neighbourhood. There are two
halting-places in the Keeree Pass, one the Mohuu Chokee, at the entrance, and the
Shoupore Chokee within the pass, which extends to a length of upwards of six miles.
Our party consisted of several persons, and we had with us a numerous cortege, com-
prising horses, elephants, and bullocks, for the conveyance of the baggage _; our encamp-
ment, therefore, was extensive and picturesque, and rendered animated by groups of
our people assembled round their fires, the horses and elephants picketed under the
trees, with the hullocks reposing on the ground. Iu looking out on this scene, we all
experienced an exhilaration of spirits, which the cool and bracing air, and the antici-
patione of pleasures still to come, were so well calculated to produce. It is not, how-
ever, at all times and seasons that travellers journeying tl1rougl1 these low passes, of
which there are several, to the Valley of the Dhoon, can rejoice in the climate; for at
some periods of the year, few can encounter the malaria, which comes laden with jimgle
fever, with impimity. Vegetation, in the thickly-wooded regions which form the outer
belt of the Himalaya, riots in the strength given to it by the extensive swampy plaoes
which intersect the forests, and the exceeding heat of the solar rays. hiurtured in this
hot and damp atmosphere, the coarser weeds and grasses exhale a rank steam, which
impregnates the whole air, warning the traveller to pass onward without delay, and to
guard by every means in his power against the attacks of the insidious enemy. Unfor-
tunately, it is at the most deleterious season of the year that the sportsman, in India,
is tempted, by the abundance of the nobler kinds of game, to try his fortune in these
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viuces, ofi'er great advantages to those employed in the construction of the numerous
edifices which will be necessary for the accommodation of the new inhabitants.

The Delhi gate of the fortress is visible on the right of the plate; a principal
entrance of a place of arms, which forms one of the most interesting specimens of
fortification which is to be found in India: the defences would not be tenable against
artillery of any kind; but it is said to have been a place of considerable strength before
the whole art of war was changed by the invention of gunpowder. Its high battle-
mented wells of red granite, its lofty towers, postern gates, and inclined planes, vividly
reminding the spectator of the illustrations in Froissart’s clunnicles, and the proud
symbol of the Moghuls, the golden crescent, still gleaming on its pinnacles and
cupolas, altogether present an imposing assemblage, which brings to the mind a thou-
sand images of feudal glory. A few mail-clad knights, plumed and mounted, and
riding down those precipitous descents which form a distinguishing characteristic of
a fortress of the olden time, or some fair lady waving a scarf from a turreted height,
alone are wanting, to transport the spectators back to the days of chivalry. Happily
no attempt has been made to maintain the fort of Agra against a hostile force. The
llilogliuls surrendered it to the Jauts at once, and they in turn yielded it up almost
without a blow to the army under Lord Lake; it has consequently escaped uninjured,
and has been allowed to retain its primitive construction by a government which is
under no apprehension from the surrounding native states. The walls of this fortress
embrace an area of very considerable extent: an immense hall, formerly the place in
which the Moghul emperors held their durbars, is now converted into an arsenal, and
the Mootee ll'Insjid, or pearl mosque, and the palace of Akbar, are both comprehended
within the circuit of the fortifications. The palace, which is built entirely of white
marble, is a very splendid fabric, a11d is still in excellent repair; the Jauts, the great
destroyers of the works of their hated enemies, the Moghuls, having contented them-
selves with tearing down the silver ceilings. The principal hall is a superb apartment
supported on pillars and arches i11 a noble style of architecttn'e ; there are a great many
other suits of smaller chambers, highly decorated, the walls being inlaid with a mosaic
work of flowers executed in an almost endless variety of cornelians, agates, blood-stone,
lapis lazuli, and jasper : these beautiful apartments overlook the Jumna, commanding
a lovely prospect of that blue and sparkling river, as it winds along banks planted with
lux1n'iant gardens, every jutting point decked with some light and tasteful pavilion,
and the towers and pinnacles of the splendid mausoleum of Etmun ud Dowlah, the
father of ..l'~lourmahal, rising from amidst forest trees, rich in foliage and flowers: marble
staircases lead to the flat roof of the palace, from which a much more extensive view is
obtained ; the whole forming a magnificent terrace, where, in the evening or at night,
the inhabitants of the palace may enjoy a delightful promenade under skies balmy and
bright almost beyond imagination, and in the midst of the most captivating scenery
in the world; there are numerous small quadrangles and courtyards, intersecting this
noble building, each has its parterre, its marble basins, or its fountains; multitudes of
pigeons of various colours, blue, pink, brown, and green, nestle amid the pinnacles,
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adding the gleaming celeurs ef their feliage te the flush ef flewcrs, and the sparkling
cf the waters, flewing threugh channels sceeped eut ef the pavement te receive them.
This palace weuld ferm an apprepriate residence fer the geverner, ceuld it be
ceeled te a temperature befitting Enrepean censtitutiens. During the rains, and in the
eeld seasen, it is eften chesen fer the abede cf gentlemen empleyed in the public
service, but it is net ccnsidered habitable in the het winds, which weuld scarcely he
excluded frem its numereus deers and windews. The appearance ef this imperial
residence was much impreverl during the visit ef a late geverner - general, whe
directed the remeval ef many eatraneeus buildings, erected with a view mere te cenve-
nicnce than beauty, by eccasienal sejeurners in the fert.

The palace ef the great Althar, theugh it may justly vie with the far-famed Alhambra,
and is even superier te that celebrated building in the delicacy and finish ef its erna-
Iueuts, is eclipsed by the superier beauty ef the pearl rnesque, an edifice ef which it is
almest impessible te cenvey even the faintest idea, se exquisitely levely is this scene
cf fairy splendeur : were it fermed ef the pearl by which it is se aptly designated, its
whiteness, purity, er hrilliancy, ceuld net be siupassed ; it is diflicult te suppese it the
werkmanship ef human hands, and the rapt speetater cannet help faucying that seme
wendreus tale must be cennected with a creatien which appears te he ef mere than
mertal erigin. The dasaling resplendence ef the material can enly be cemparerl te
a fleed ef meenlight, but the admiratien and astenishlneut which it calls ferth is
speedily abserbed by the higher species cf delight excited by the chaste grandeur ef
the architecture; an immense quadrangle cleistered en three sides with a rieh arcade,
surmeimted at intervals with eetagenal paviliens, leads te a hall supperted by several
rews ef arches, mest beautifully springing eut ef each ether, and crewned with a light
deme ; a marble basin is hellewed in the centre ef the ceurt, in the midst cf which a
feunta-in plays perpetually, adding its seething murmurs te the calm and silvery radi-
ance ef the scene.

EL WUISH,—RED SEA.

E1. Wursu ferms anether ef these small havens upen the nerthern ceast ef the Red
Sea, te which Arab vessels, in that ditficult navigatien, hasten te take shelter during
the night, er eu the apprcach ef bad weather. It lies tewards the upper part ef this
land-lecked gulf ef the Indian Ocean, and is distinguished frem ether eeves upen the
ceast by its magnificent baekgreund ef lefty meuntains, whese daasling peaks glitter
in the neen-day sun. The surveys lately made upen the Red Sea, with a view te the
establishment ef a censtant cemmunicatien by means ef "'steam between Eurepe and
India, must lead te great imprevements in the censtructien and management ef Arab
vessels, which at present, theugh eaeeeding]y picturesque, are clumsy and iI1BDIl‘F'BfliBIl15;
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little, if any, advancement having been made in nautical science since the earliest
peried ef naval architecture. The necessity ef seme change in the methed ef building
and preparing Arab vessels fer sea, has been very strengly exemplified in the na.rrative
ef the Nawab Abbas Keely Khan, ene ef the few Asiatic travellers whe have written
an acceunt ef their veyages : a translatieu, frem the Persian, ef this interesting decu-
ment, published in Bengal, but which has net yet appeared in England, ad'erds a very
curieus and authentic descriptien ef the Arab buglas, as they are manned and equipped
at the present day. Tbreugh the spirited exertiens ef Ibrahim Pacha, the headless
trunks ef the victims ef the "Wahabee pirates are ne lenger washed en shere aleng
these dreary ceasts; but the ill-cenditiened craft which tempt the dangers ef these
reeks and sheals, se inimical te the navigatien ef the I-led Sea, are as little able as
heretefere tc surmeuut the dificnlties ef the passage.

The Nawab, after remaining feur menths in the expectatien ef the arrival ef a
British ship, te cenvey himself and his family te Bembay, was induced te embark en
beard an Arab trader, nnder the pretectien ef the English flag. He gave a theusand
rupees [ene hundred peunds) fer the passage cf his party, and put te sea in an evil
hem‘. “ It is werthy ef remark,” ebserves the Nawab, " as the first preef ef eur ill
ihrtune, that, befere eur embarkatien, this unlucky vessel had ef herself greunded, and
heat a hele in her bettem, se that they were ebliged, in erder te mend her, te imlead
and relead ; and theugh it had remained in pert twe menths, the nakheda (captain)
had net get her preperly mended, er watered: had this been the case, we might have
sailed when we pleased, and ne ene knewn anything cf us ; but, besides three hundred
seuls, there were nearly in the whele seventy herses en beard, while, frem his extreme
felly, there was hardly mere than twe days’ water, se that we were ebliged te ceast
aleng, stepping at every island and harbeur te get a fresh supply. The spies gave
daily intelligence te the "Wahabees, se that very shertly twe buglas appeared ahead ef
us. As they were a censiderahle way eff, the nahheda and meullim (mate) began
leeking threugh their teleseepes, but were at a less te make eut whether they were
friends er fees. Aheut mid-day, the vessels had appreached nearer, en which the
nakheda began te make preparatiens fer battle, by leading seme ef the guns, and
placing beards; but they appeared se afraid, that ene weuld have theught they had
lest their senses. As the harbeur ef Bugee was near, we east ancher there fer the
night, since it is an ancient custem net te attach vessels in harbeur : and if any such
attempt is made, the peeple ef the island alferd the attacked every assistance, that they
may escape the disgrace ef the vielatien ef their perts. On beard the bugla there were
plenty ef fire-arms ef every descriptien ; feurteen eannen, twe hundred muskets, nearly
{bur hundred spears, and pewder and ball in abundance; but there was net an individual
capable ef using them, and scarce ene, indeed, ef cemmen eeurage. The twe buglas
went eut ef sight after we had cast ancher ; and the nakheda, inferring frem this that
they were net enemies, resumed his spirits. ‘ De net,’ said I, ‘ferget these werds ef
mine-—-they are hestile ; hut, seeing the night elesing in, and us at ancher in harbeur,
have left us fer the present, tc lull us inte a false security, and draw us eut cf eur place
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ef refuge; te-merrew they will again make their appearance, se de net quit the pert
until yen have geed reasen te suppese us safe.’ The nakheda, {may his heuseheld be
cursed l) turned a deaf ear, and sailed as usual. We had hardly preceeded half a cese
ere the merning ef eur calamity appeared, and the sun cf eur appreaching misfertunc
became manifest : ne seener had the day cemmenced, than, frem that quarter te which
we had seen the twe buglas retire, five vessels made their appearance. The writer, the
meullin, the vakeel, seacunnies, and sailers, but especially that cursed Abdeel Eurreem
himself, were stricken with fear, their bleed curdled in their veins, and their faces
became ef a cadavereus hue. I t1.u*ned te him, and said, ililfliy, what is this? netwith-
standing all the advice received, and the entreaties made, yen weuld net listen, and
new see yen have destreyed us all.’ His meuth was parched with fear, he with difliculty
stuttered eut, ‘ Hew ceuld I tell?’ ‘ What has happened,’ I replied, ‘is irremediable;
fer the future act wisely and firmly; if yeu centinue in this state cf indecisien, ycur
example will infect the crew, and what will then be the case ? As yet the enemy’s ships
are distant, and an heur er mere will elapse befere they can ceme up with us. Give
crders that this grass, which cevers the deck and encumbers the guns, be remeved ; what
is necessary fer the herses, put dcwn belew, and cast the rest cverbeard. Clear the
decks, lead the guns, and place three er feur careful men by each: distribute the
muskets and spears te the peeple, and statien them en varieus parts ef the vessel.’

“ Abdcel Kurreem, standing like a pillar ef stene, speke nething, and heeded net
what was said te him ; but Abdi Ahummud, the secend in cemmand, whe was a
beistereus blustering fcllew, and ceurageeus eneugh, if yen might judge frem his
speech, cried eut, ‘ This battle is sea fighting, and net land warfare; in this case we
must at least knew better than yen, se dc net interrupt us, just sit still in peace, and
see the spert, hew, with these cannen en deck, I will send such a shewer cf balls as
will kneck the enemy te pieces and sink them. If we sheuld happen te get the werst
cf the battle, I can easily manage te set fire te the twe hundred maunds cf gnnpewdcr
in the held, and blew us all up tegether.’ ‘ Illfliat a wcnderful centrivance E’ said I;
‘ it is very prebable, I think, that yen will dc this. I see hew it is, the bugla is as
geed as gene.’ The Nawab preved a true prephet: when the time fer actien arrived,
the rudder breke away and became useless, all the pewder and ball upen the deck had
been hidden under the prevender fer the herses ; that which was belew had been leckcd
up, and the key lest ; the crew called te the carpenter te refit the helm, and te break
epen the pewder magaaine ; and in the hurry and cenfusien the vessel was bearded,
and the peeple cut te pieces by the ’Wahahces.”

Abbas Keely Khan was ene cf these numereus pilgrims te Mecca and Medina, whem
ne danger er hardship can deter frem visiting the tembs cf the Imaums, and braving
the perils which beset them, whether they make the jeurney by land er by water. Since
the peried ef his veyage, the Arab vessels have sustained ne imprevement, putting te
sea in the mest rickety eenditien imaginable; disregarding all quarantine laws, and, in
unhealthy seasens, scattering plague and pestilence whereseever they tench. Ner has
the spread ef civiliaatien yet extended landways aleng these deselate sheres. The recent
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murder ef l"+-Ir. Taylcr, ene cf the mest indefatigable ef the premeters ef steam navi-
gatien, aiferds a melanchely preef that the Bedeuin character remains the same ; but
much may be heped frem the increasing interceurse with Eurepeans, which will be the
result ef Hugh Lindsey’s veyages en the Red Sea. Travellers, ameng recent arrivals,
whe have jeurneyed everland frem Bembay, repert that Ibrahim Pacha has determined
upen making a rail-read aeress the isthmus: the echees which have lately been startled
by the paddles cf a steam-engine, may seen learn te repeat seunds equally new and
strange; and there is abundant reasen te believe that a change, net mere striking than
sudden, is abeut te take place threugheut the whele ef these ceuntries cf the East,
which fer se leng a peried have remained in ignerance and barbarism.

.-

DHEB. lli’.-ill.B.A,—GAVES OF ELLURA.

Ar the seuthern extremity ef the excavatiens cf Ellcra, these sublime werks are termi-
nated by a large cave, less richly ernamented than the mere celebrated pertiens ef the
series, but rendered very impesing frem its siae, and the splendid rew cf celnmns with
which it is supperted en either side.

It is said that it derives the name cf Dher ‘Warra frem its having been the temple
ef the Dhairs, a lew and impure caste; and se great is the native prejudice against it,
that the Brahmins net enly ebject te enter themselves, but remenstrate with the Eure-
pean visitants en the degradaticn which they must incur in treading the pelluted haunt.
The name ef this cavern, and its suppesed dedicatien te the Dhairs, a.re beth ef medern
erigin ; like many ethers in Ellcra, it is a temple ef Beedh, whese statue and attributes
appear in the same manner as in the Bisma Kurm, and ether aeknewlcdged Beedh
temples. The principal hall, represented in the engraving, is abeut a hundred feet
leng, and ferty in breadth, net including the recesses, ef which there is ene en either
side. The pillars supperting the reef are slighter and mere elegant than these cf the
ether caves; and it is further distinguished by twe platferms slightly elevated frem the
greund, which traverse the whele length ef the excavatien, and are suppesed te have
been intended fer the accemmedatien cf students, scribes, er the venders ef merchan-
dise. The traflic carried en by the Hindees, whe are neterieusly a meney-getting race,
at all cenvenient eppertunitics, and the fairs they are accustemed te held d1n*ing the
celebratien ef their religieus festivals, render the latter suppesitien very prebable. The
cave is cemmedieusly situated fer such a piupese, and the facility ef egress and regress
has rendered it a favenrite asylum fer cattle and geats. The dirt which these animals
cecasien, and the multitude ef all serts cf insects which they attract, have deubtless
been partly the cause ef the ill name which has been bestewed upen the cave, and the
netien that it is enly fit fer the abede ef scavengers.
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The frent ef the Dher Warra is epen te the eeuntry; and theugh there is ne esterier
ernament, seme gigantie sitting figures, at the entranee ef the smallest ef the series,
have a very striking efi'eet, and give te the visiter appreaehing en that side a true
netien ef the splendeur whieh a nearer inspeetien ef the range will afferd. Them are
eelessal figures standing in niehes er shrines at the extremity ef the Dher Warm, but
the reef is witheut any ernament; yet theugh se little indebted te the senlpter, eem-
pared te the elaberate embellishments ef ethers ef the neighbeuring eseavatiens, few
persens ean stand at the entranee, and survey the grand dimensiens ef its interier,
witheut the strengest feeling ef gratifieatien, while the view whieh it aiferds is beth
beautiful and extensive. The waters ef a nnllah divide it frem the Bisma K1u'm: the
temple stands upen a eemmanding height, having in frent a plain ef gentle aeelivity,
net mneh everrun with brushweed, and diversified by a few single trees, ef neble
grewth and lusnriant feliage.

HINDUU TEldPLE,--BEl“ii'iltES.

Tue histery ef the pageda in the plate befere us, is that ef many ether buildings ef
equal beauty in India ; tl1e feundatien has been sufibred te wear away, and the eree-
tiens, whieh it sheuld have supperted, have fallen inte the water. The antiquity ef this
temple is shewn by the peinted mitre-lilre deme whieh erewns eaeh tewer, the reund
flattened eupela net having been intredneed inte Hindee arehiteeture, until after the
Meghul eenquest. It is new rather ditfieult te distinguish at a shert distanee, the
small wahaa‘ ef the wershippers ef Brahma, frem the equally diminutive mesque ef the
true believers.

At an early heur in the merning, the eflieiating priests ef the diiferent temples ef
Benares are all astir: seme repeat passages frem the vedas, fer the edifieatien ef these
whe bring hely water frem the Ganges, te peer upen the images, er whe eeme te make
efferings at the shrines, while ethers seatter flewers areund. Baskets filled with fieral
treasures, magnifieent in siae and splendid in hue, are eifered fer sale at the gates ef the
pagedas, and the pavements are literally strewed with large red, white, and yellew bles-
sems, whiel1 weuld ferm the mest brilliant earpet in the werld, were it net fer the een-
stant puddle eeeasiened by the streams ef water peming dewn en all sides.

' In seme ef the eeurts ef the prineipal pagedas, we feund a fat Brahmanee hull
established. These pampered and petted ereatures are suffered te ream at large threugh
the basaars, where they help themselves very plentifully te the grain er vegetables
whieh lie temptingly espesed in epen baskets within their reaeh. Ne ene is permitted
te melest them _; and, unless imder very peeuliar eireumstanees, few weuld he desirens
te dispute the read with an animal preteeted by the law, as well as by his ewn strength.
Semetimes they will lie dewn aeress a street, and, grewn lasy by high feeding, refuse
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torise. In this predicament, a Hindee has no alternative; he must wait patiently
until the sacred beast shall move of his own accord: but Christians and Moosulmans
have a more summary way of settling the matter; they try the effect of blows; and the
lower classes of both religions, if the darkness of the night will afford them an oppor-
tunity, will quietly lead the animal away to some convenient place, where they seen give
him the coup do grace, and fare sumptuously on his remains.

Notwithstanding the sacred character of the whole species, the bulls taken under the
protection of the priesthood are alone exempt from mal-treatment. A Hindee, though
he would not massacre an ox or a cow for the world, has no ehj eetion to starve or ever-
work it. One or two sects are, however, exceedingly scrupulous in their treatment of
animals, and it is to these that sick flies are indebted for their hospitals.

All the animals belonging to the city of Benares, or any village under the exclusive
dominion of the Hindee priesthood, are secure from violence; but there are a few
peculiarly sacred, which go under the name of Brahmanee. The bulls reared in the
temples have been already mentioned; there are also Brahmanee ducks, and Brahmanee
lizards 1 why the latter have attained their sanctity I never heard, but there is an inte-
resting legend attached to the feathered protege's. They are supposed to be the souls of
human delinquents transmigrated into the bodies of these animals, and punished by an
extraordinary affection for each other, which renders separation a source of the most
poignant anguish. The male and female, it is said, are compelled, by a mysterious
power, to part at sunset; they fly on the opposite sides of the river, each supposing that
its mate has voluntarily abandoned the nest, and imploring the trnant to return by loud
and piercing cries. The pitiable condition of these mourners has excited the compassion
of the benevolent Brahmins, who have thrown the aegis of their name over unfortunate
beings em'sed by the gods.

In an account of the temples of Benares, some notice of the crowds of beggars, of
every description, which block up the avenues to pagodas in peculiar request, must not
be omitted. Many of these mendicants are of the most hideous description—maimed
cripples, distorted by accident, or the religious iufiictions by which they acquire the
reputation of extraordinary sanctity. Numbers have no covering whatsoever, except
filth and chalk, their long beards and matted hair; but there are others sturdy, well
clad, and in excellent case, beggars by vocation, who would esteem themselves degraded,
should they endeavour to obtain a subsistence by any other means.

Some of the temples maintain a set of dancing girls, who reside in apartments appro-
priated to their use, belonging to the establisl1ment—atteuding at religious processions,
and performing at all the festivals. The conduct of these ladies is not quite immaculate ,;
but they are not the less esteemed on that account, since theirs is a sacred calling: any
crime whatsoever may be perpetrated in India, under the cloak of religion _; and though
the British government persists in punishing those which come imder the cognizance of
the established law, a great deal is going on, over which it can have no control.
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ENTRANCE T0 THE CAVE OE ELEPHANTA.

Tun harbour of Bombay is now acknowledged to be one of the most beautiful anchoring
grounds in the world, little if at all inferior to the far-famed bay of Naples, and claim-
ing the admiration of those who visit it, not more for the wonderful monuments of art
which its islands contain, than for the picturesque grandeur of its scenery. There can
be no greater proof of the progress of taste, and the spread of intellect, than that adbrded
by the newly-excited curiosity which has been awakened by the descriptions given in
modern tom's and journals, of the beauties of British India. We can scarcely believe,
that from the period in which the island of Bombay was ceded to England by the
Portuguese, on the marriage of Charles II. with their Iufanta, it should have been
the resort of vast numbers of Englishmen of liberal education, who were quite equal to
the task of transmitting to their brethren at home a just description of the splendid
scenery of the land of their adoption. But the union of the sword and the quill, the
ledger and the diary, was not thought of, or rarely occurred, in those times _; and
the few learned men who wrote about India, confined themselves for the most part to
antiquarian researches, which,l1owever valuable to the scholar or to the student in search
of solid information, did nothing to render the subject popular, or to convey an idea of
the extraordinary beauties of the Oriental landscape. Pens and pencils, however, have
lately been very briskly at work ;, the voyage to India is now so much shortened, that
gentlemen belonging to the civil or military establishment can find time to travel through
many parts of Europe during the period of their furlough, and have thus an opportunity
of acquiring a taste for the picturesque, and the power of making comparisons between
the most celebrated places of the "Western world, and the hitherto little regarded scenery
of India. Details of tiger-hunts and curried soups, shawls, dragon china, and gold
bangles, have been superseded by, or intermixed with, animated descriptions of temple
and tower, lake and bowery grove _; and though there are still many excellent persons
who cast anchor in the harbour of Bombay without having the slightest desire to visit
anything but the well-spread tables of the inhabitants of the seat of government, or, if
joining a pic-11ic party to Elephanta, think much more of cooling tl1e claret than of the
examination of tl1e caves,-—the greater number are capable of appreciating the surround-
ing beauties of nat1.u'e and art _; tl1ose who do not commit their ideas to paper, assisting
in creating and disseminating a taste for the study of Indian history and antiquities.

Elephanta is the name given to an island about six miles in circumference, which
lies at nearly the same distance from the usual place of anchorage for vessels of large
burden at Bombay, and four or five from the Mahratta shore. The appellation was
conferred upon it by the Portuguese, in consequence of a colossal fig1.u'e of an elephant
carwed out of the solid rock, which formed a striking object on the seuth side of the
island, but which is new almost beyond the reach of restoration _; the head and neck
severed themselves from the body in 1814, and the l3I‘1111l:T. has since almost b1.u'ied itself
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in the earth. The carving of this effigy was of the rudest description, and it never had
anything to recommend it except its gigantic dimensions. The Ilativea of Bombay have
not adopted the new appellation, but still continue to call the island by its ancient name,
Gare-poori, the Place of Caves. The visitors on landing are conducted up a steep and
narrow pathway, not practicable for any conveyance, excepting a chair or palanquin ;
it winds through very interesting scenery, the hill being well wooded, and the road
sometimes stretching along the brink of a precipice, and at others serpentining through
rich groves, where the Iyloriose sepertve spreads its clustering flowers, and where, from
other luxuriant creepers, those red berries are culled, which both in India and England
are strung in necklaces. The prospects obtained of the harbour, the opposite shore of
Salsette, and of the northern part of the island, are very bold and striking. Frorn the
cave itself, glimpses may be caught between the interstices of the surrounding trees, of
the distant ghauts, and the upper parts of the beautiful bay, which is broken into
innumerable ridges, and thickly covered with luxmiant foliage, amongst which the
splendid coronals of the tara palm are the most conspicuous: while the whole aflbrds
one of the grandest displays of tropical forest-scenery, with its bright and never-fading
verdm-e, its gigantic leaves, and brilliant blossoms, which is to be found along this
interesting coast.

About two-thirds up the ascent of the hill, a beautiful platform leads to the entrance
of the grand cave, roofed in by the wood-crowned mountain, and presenting, through
its multiplicity of pillars, a beautiful perspective along cathedral-like aisles of vast
dimensions.

The island of Elephanta is not inhabited ; and the caves, like those of Ellora, are
desecrated, no longer inspiring the Hindee with any religious feeling; but they are still
haunted by a few poor Brahmins; and the parties who come over to explore their
wonders have usually sufficient respect to the prejudices of these persons, not to intro-
duce beef at the banquet spread under the once sacred roof. The view given in the
plate represents the front, or principal entrance, but there are two others of correspon-
dent beauty, all hewn out of a stone, resembling porphyry ; the interior of the cave is
rather gloomy, and torches are necessary for the examination of the sculptures with
which it is profusely carved. One of the most celebrated of these ornaments, the
gigantic Triad bust, has been described in a former page of this work, the remainder
for the most part are also Brahminical ; but two images of Bhood have intruded them-
selves amongst this strange company, and have suflbred more severely than their adver-
saries from the holy animosity of the Portuguese.


