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To JOHN MOTTEUX, Esa, Chairman of the
Honourable Court of Directors for the Affairs of
the Honourable United Eaft India Company.

SIR

- WHEN I wrote the following fbects, I
was in bopes that they would bave appeared before the
Honourable Court of Directors with the advantage-of
Myr. Haftings’s recommendation, by whofe orders they
were written, and to whom they were addreffed—Why
this advantage was denied them, I cannot pretend to fay—
The caufe to which I fhould have attributed it, would
bave been the infignificance of the matter,—but from this
conclufion I am forbidden, by obferving, that the fubfest of
them, bas by that gentleman, been thought [o important,
that the continuing to purfue the plans which I had laid
down and began to execute, fo long ago as 1778, bas
Surnifbed My, Haflings with matter for repeated publick
encomium on the gentleman who fucceeded me n the ma-

nagement of part of the Fungle Terry Diffrifts.

This bas determined me, though late, to offer this little
Traét to the notice of my Honourable Mafiers, that they
may know from whence thofe inflitutions originated, which

B have
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have been fo much applanded in their effeéls 5 and I truff
that I jball efeape all imputation of wanity for making
this publication, when it is confidered, that I at the fame
time publifb the bumiliating proof how very bad a courtier
I muft have been, when I could not fecure to myfelf the
applaufe that was given to meafures of my own contri-
vance. |

At the fame time, 1 implicitly leave the difpofal
of this Traft, to_ you Sir, convinced thar if it merits, it
will receive your recommendation, and if it fbould not, I
ball moft  chearfully. acquiefee in the judgment of a
gentleman, from whofe juflice and liberality, even when.
Iwas an entire flranger to bim, my charallter and in-
tereft received that fupport, which was withbeld by tbzyé
Jfrom whom I was moft entitled to expell iz,

I am,
With refpelt and gravitude,
Sir,

Your obliged and mgﬂ' obedient Servant,

YAMES BROWN E.

Harley Street, Fune 20, 1787.
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N order to make the fubje& of the following little
Tra& as intelligible as poffible, I fhall beg leave to-

obferve, that the Mountaineers of the Rajahmahl Hills,
having, by their repeated depredations, exceedingly dif-
trefled the inhabitants of the low country during the
years 1771 and 1772, Mr. Haftings and his Council di-
reéted a battalion of light infantry to be raifed for re-

* ducing thofe countries to fubje&ion and good order.—

The corps was raifed the latter end of 1772, and com-
manded by Captain Robert Brooke.

During the firft months of 1773, Captain Brooke, by
judicious and fpirited operations againft the Mountaineers,
imprefled them with a fear of our military force, and
they began to fubmit in different parts. The reit of
that year was employed in military operations againft
Jagernaut Deo, and the other Zemindars of the Jungle
"Ferry of Curruckpoor, who had rebelled againft Govern-
ment ; they were at length expelled, and fled into Cur-
ruckdea.

The firft part of this year was employed in reducing
the Mountaineers, and in eftablifhing certain regulations
' B 2 ' for
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for proteéting the low country againft their incurfions—
Alfo in making a Kbha/; fettlement of the Jungle Terry

Curruckpoor.

In July, Captain Brooke refigned the command of the
light infantry, and the colle@orfhip of the Jungle Terry
of Curruckpoor, Bauglepoor, and Colgong to me-—Soon
after this, the Jungle Terry of Birboom and Guidore,
were added to this colle&orfhip.

As I perceived the inftability of the Kha/i Settlement
i the Jungle Terry of Curruckpoor, I propofed the par-
doning of Jagernaut Deo and his family, and re-admitting
them to the management of their refpe@ive diftri@s ; but
I received no reply.—I alfo made a new fettlement of
the Jungle Terry of Guidore.

149 5 In January, the Jungle Terry of Curruckdea was ad-
ded to this colle@torfhip. In February, broke out the
great infurreftion in favour of Jagernaut Deo and the
other expelled Zemindars ; the whole year pafled in un-
interrupted hoftilities, though they were foon narrowed
to the limits of the Curmckpbor Jungle Terry, and the

confederacy broken.  The Jungle Terry of Birboom was
alfo fettled during this year.

1476, By the beginning of this year, the rebels being re-
duced to great extremity, offered to fubmit to any terms,
‘ except
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except the delivering up of Jagernaut Deo.—I propofed

to the Board to publifh a general amnefly, and to give
Jagernaut Deo’s Zemindary to his fon Roopnarain Deo,

on the father’s delivering himfelf up on promife of per-

fonal fafety—The Board were at firft averfe, ‘but ‘at
length confented, on my taking upon myfelf the refpon-
fibility of the meafure. Jagernaut Deo immediately de-
livered himfelf up, his fon was invefted with the Zemin-
dary; and from that time there never was a difturbance

in the country as long as it was under my controul.

In the beginning of this year, 1 affembled all the
Zemindars of the Jungle Terry of Curruckdea, and made
a fettlement of that Diftriét on fuch terms as enabled me
(without any confiderable diminution of the prefent re-
venue) to releafe the Riots from a load of impofitions,
and thereby induced them to undertake the cultivation
of a great quantity of land which had fallen wafte for a

number of years.

Soon after this, the Board took the Jungle Terry of
Birboom from under my management, and reftored it
to the Rajah of Birboom. No public motive was ever

aﬂ’igne_:d for this ftep.

During the long interval that I had been compelled to
attend, almoft exclufively, to the Southern Divifion of

the Jungle Terry, the Mountaincers of Rajahmahl had
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again got into great diforder. = For the plan introduced

for their reftraint by Captain Brooke in 1 774, though
very meritorious, when we confider how little intercourfe
that gentleman bad then had with thofe people, yet had
lome defe@s in it, which I am fure that Captain Brooke

would have correéted, had he continued in the com-
mand, and which prevented its operating as an‘effe@tual

remedy to the turbulency of the Mountaineers.

Being now quite at leifure to attend to thofe people,
I marched with my battalion to that part of the country,

the latter ¢énd of this year, ahd in perfon examined into
the, paft and, prefent ftate of every thing refpedting the
Mountaineers. -

My enquiries enabled me, in January, to fubmit to
the Board the plan for the future regulation, and govern-
ment of the Hills of Rajahmahl, which will be found as
a Supplement to this Tra&—It met with their entire
approbation, and I received orders to carry 1t into im-
mediate execution, as appears from the extra&s of the
Board’s and the Governor General’s letters to me. (See
Notes A and B at the end of this Introduétion.)

Having eftablifhed the regulations for the Mountaineers,
and waited to fee the immediate fuccefs of their 1t ope-=
rations, I marched mound to Amar and Sultanabad,
which had been placed under my authority, and in the

latter:

GL.
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latter of which places, a rebellion had exifted for feveral

years—As I had taken particular pains to eftablith my
reputation for public faith among thefe wild uncivilized
people, as foon as Sultanabad was put under my autho-
rity, the Chief of the infurgents voluntarily offered to
fubmit, and come into me, on my promife of fafety and
juftice, which he did accordingly, and the country im-
mediately became quict.

‘That country being allo fettled on a plan approved by
the Board, I marched back towards my cantonments at
Chackye ; and on the march I received the Board’s or-
ders to deliver over the charge of the Jungle Terry of
Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Curruckpoor to the Colleéor
of Bauglepoor, and to fend three companies of light in-
fantry to a& under his orders.

1 1mmed1ately obeyed thls harfh and unexpected coms-
mand ; but T will confefs, that from that time I felta

hearty difgn{t to the nature of the fervice I was employ-

ed on, and therefore earneflly apnlied to be removed
from that ftation, and fent up to the army in the field,
or any other place where my corps might be ufeful,

Dunng this year nothing material oceurred, the coun-
try under my authority being in a ftate of perfect peace
and obedience. At the commencement of this year, I

' - completed
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completed and fent to Mr. Haftings, the little Tra& to
which this ferves as an introduion.

Sultanabad and Amar being completely fettled and
quiet, were reftored to the Ranny of Rajahfhy ; there
then remained, under my management, only the Jun-
gle Terry Guidore and Curruckdea.

1780, It being at length refolved to fend the battalion of
light infantry up to the afliftance of the Ranah of Gohud;
Curruckdea and Guidore Jungle Terry were put in charge
of the Colleétor of Ramgur, on whofe diilriét they bor-
dered : and in June the light infantry marched out of
the Jungle Terry by way of the Curruckdea pafs.

On this occafion, I had the fatisfa&ion of knowing
how acceptable my conduét had been to thefe people,
by the concern which they fthewed at my departure, and
the refpe@ful and affe&ionate attendance of feveral of
the Zemindars as far as Ghyah in Bahar. To which, I
beg leave to add a fill more recent teftimony, fo late
even as the year 1785, when, upon the Colle&or of
Ramgur vifiting Chackye and Curruckdea, the Zemin-
dars of thofe diftri@s waited upon him, and prefenting
the Sunnuds which they had received from me, declared
that they required nothing further than a confirmation

of the fettlement which I had made.

In
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In the endeavours which I have here ufed to refcue
my humble labours from oblivion, I folemuly declare
that I have no wifh to detraé from the merit of my fuc-
ceflor, Mr. f"lw!and for whom I had the fincereft af-
fection, 1am trul)y concerned that his death puts it
out of my power to receive the addition of his_teflimo-
ny, w]ucﬁ I know he would moﬂ chearfully have given,
to what T have faid ; for his virtues and abilities were as
1uch above requiring the flolen decoration of another’s
merit, a.s,has honour and hbcrahty were aboye: accepting
them.

Pet

Note A, Ex:rm‘? from the :S"uprem.e G’at:ﬂczf 5 Letter to Gaptam
" Browne, dated Fanuary 27, 1778.

.. & WE cnnrcl; approvc of your condu& and of the
plans w}nch you have formed for the government of the Hill
‘e People .

¢« We author:ze you to ufe fuch means as fhall appear necef-
“ fary for eﬁabhfhmg the regulations for the Hills,” =~

C Extrall

Gr.



Note B.

Extra&l from the Supreme Gouncil's Letter to _G’zzpmx‘-#
Browne, dazed -ﬁfarr:b'-:o; 1"77-8..-

« We are much pleafed wnth the plan which you recommended
¢ of granting Jaghier lands to the invalid Sepoys, and defire you
“ will carry it into 1mmcdtatc and effe@ual execution.

“ We appros'c of the plans which you recommend for the {afety
¢ and defence of the Dawks pafling through the Hills.” '

Extrast of a Letter from the Governor General, to
Qaptain Browne, dated fanuary 28, 1778.

¢ I have the pleafure to acquaint you, that yefterday the board
¢ in their revenue department, directed your feveral addrefies to
* be read; your plans are acquiefced in, your meafures. approvad,
“ and the pubhc commumcatmn w111 be tranfinitted to you.

4 The board are fenfible of your cate and ability in drawing
“ up thefe’ propofals, and it is with particular fatisfaction I have

“4¢ remarked your attention to the cuftoms and original form of

« government amongft the inhabitants of the hills, in the new
st propofed regulations: an indulgence that promifes the moft
¢ falutary effects in my opinion, at the fame time that it denotes
« your affiduity and jodicious regard to conciliate their difpofitions

“ to dependence.”

To
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To yur Hox. WARREN HASTINGS, Esa. &

Hon, Si1 n,l |

CONFORMABLY to your orders long
Since tranfmitted to me, to form and [end you a deferip-
tion of the country under my authority, with refpect to
its natural and political flate 5 and alfo to recommend the
moft effecinal plan for its fubjection and future good go-
vernment—I ' have employed every leifure bour afforded
me. from my military and other avorations, i collebting
the beft materials for enablingme to obey your infiruéti-
ons, and as there are no objelts in life which I am more
bound to purfue, than thofe which tend to your fatisfac-
tion 3 I bave been particularly nice in admiiting the ma-
terials for this defeription and plan, that I might not, at
Jorne fature period of my life, bave the vexation of re-
Setting, that I bad, in any inflance, been the caunfe of
mifleading you; but though I have much reafon to truft
in the authenticity of the materials, I feel the greateft
diffidence, when I confider myfelf in the fituation of com-
pounding them into a literary form, before fo excellent a
Judge as you are of every literary production, I reff my
bope of your exempting me, however, from even the ju/
Jeverity of eriticifm, in confideration that obedience to
' € 2 . your
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your orders, not the yam?y of campgﬁrzg, has given ireh
10 this performance 5 and that to write with elegance the
deferiptions of countries, which they bave only wifited in
war, bas not been the priv;legg__ of any but men qf the
moft exalted capacities : the length of ages, the moft la-
borious refearches of men refpeétively, maflers of the fe-
veral arts and [eiences, and the pen of an able compiler
of thofe labours, can alone furnifb a compleat defeription
. of any country: deprived of all thofe effentials, this
Sheteh has occafion for the greateft indulgence you' can
Eoffibly fbew it.  The novelty of the fubjeét is theonly re-
commendation 1t bas ; and all 1 can urge in my own fa-
vour is, that I have been forced to colleét every material
by my own labour, utterly: unaffifled. from beginning to
end. - - - . '

The infiruttions yow bave bonoured me with for ity ar-
rangement. confified of thirteen artigles, but as feveral of
them were immediately relavive partsof others, I bave re-
duced vhe whale under fve heads, which include the thir-
keen compleatly, rhe order only a lirtle varied.

With fincereft gratitude and bxgbgﬁ rfj@g;;" .e

B
‘*";-J_JL_'-"'-_.'-‘a'c-;.gl_ ' LR 4
o opbrirsble Sir, &e. \
Camp, Marck 201by ; . : _7 A fWES BROW N E,

1779 S Cap:?. Lighs Infantry.
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RT. L TH'E"JUNG‘E‘&' Terry Diftriéts are boundéd by the plains of
i ,,hm Bauglepoor and Colgong, and the Ganges on the north.

On. the north weft by the Currukpoor Hills..
On the wcﬂ' by Guidore, and the plains of Bahar.

On the fouth and fouth weft by the provinces of Ramgur and
Jachete.. ‘-

On the {outh eaft by Birboom.
Ou the ealt, by the Rajahmahl Hills.
On the north eaft; by the Ganges, and part of the Rajahmahl

Hills,
2 ¥ In
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In thofe diftricts are comprehended the uudermentwned Pro- |

Grest| Divifions vinces, bounded as follows, Vi,

at Provinees.

CURRUCI&DEA, bounded by Ramgur on thc weﬁ by
Gu!do:c on the north, by Buboom on the eaﬁ by Pachetc and'
Ramgur on the fouth. : s e o1

2. BIRBOOM, bounded by Curruckdea on the weﬁ by Cur-
ruckpoor on the north, by Sultanabad and Radfhi on the. eaﬁ and
by Pachete on the fouth., o

3. CURRUCKPOOR, bounded by Guidore and Sircar Mon-~
ghyr on the weft, by Colgong and Bauglepoor on the north, by
the Rajahmahl Hills on the eaft, and by Birboom on the fouth.

4. GUIDORE, bounded Ly the plains of Bahar on the weft,
by Curruckpoor on the nerth, by Curruekpoor and Birboom on
the eaft, by Curruckdea on the fouth, /

5. BAUGLEPOOR, bounded by Curruckpoor, and Sircar
Monghyr on the weft, by the plain country and the Ganges on

the notth, by Colgong on the caft, and by Curruckpoor on the
fouth.

6. COLGONG, bounded by Bauglepoor on the weft, by the
plains and Ganges on the north, by the Rajahmabl Hills on the
caft, and by Curruckpoor on the fouth. Its greateft extent from
north to fouth, is fifty cofs, and from eaft to weft feventy-feven
cofs.

Thefe
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SECTION I, '
Ar ot 1r Thefe Provinces are again fubdivided into Talookas, or fmall
Small Divifons,  Zemindaries, called Gautwallics, of which there are in each

Pargunnah’sZil ] fo vt
Vs, Gautwallies,  Tefpe@ive province as follows.

hp
ZILLA CURRUCKDEA,

Contains Gautwallies, 30

viz, Seramppour | 20 Kifmee

Currurbary Kurkaw
Paulgunge Doomchauns
Laidah Paunch Gomah

5 Lauttakie < = . Mafhoodee
Chuckmungoo 25 Dergong
Durhettah Kurgaully
Neckpoorah Pobee
Utkoc ey Gommah

10 Ganday Durndah
Gorungee 30 Suttgomah
Baireah Y
Kifgo gl F251
Jereedee

15 Corchuttah
Nodeah | :
Burkuttah 2
Birnee
Jerrea

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated, 121, Uncultivated 63,
Charity villages, 13. Jaghiers 5.



SECTION I.

IL
PURGUNNAH GUIDORE.
Zilla of Chackye, containing

L

11 Gautwallies, vz,

 Neiz Chackye Chaurgurrah

Keajury Kewal
Sylféry . . Nowsaddabh
Simmiriab Tillua

s Butpahe 11 Gooteah

Cartngur

 Alfo independent, and exclufive of the Zilla of Chackye,
nearer to Monghyr, there are under the Jungle Terry Colledtor.

3 Gautwallies, iz ¥ g
Doomaree
Mabhaiflery
Kotownah
Khalfah villages, none.

I,
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by BIER BOOM.

Under the Collector of the Jungle Terry,
3 Purgunnahs, viz. Saurhet, containing 39 Gautwallies.

‘wiz; Bamun Gommah Gautey
Luckunpoor Patrole
Cuchrah . Saltore
Saljure Muftaar

5 Foolehar 1o Saldaha
Bourchundee Goomroo
Deogur baud Gurbady
Dubarah Durrumpoor
Moderjury Luckneah

15 Burgooneah 30 Kigeah
Boorie Doley
Nooneaud Nuggereah
Narainpour Chitteah
Kurnah _ Rowterah

20 Baradee 35 Barruah
Cooljurah Jickty
Gurfurrah . Bagdaw
Gobindpoor Biffenpoor
Kujerah = - 39 Gopalpour

25 Purraah

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated 3. Uncultivated 1,
Charity villages, 3.
D PUR"
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PURGUNNAH DEOGUR, containing

Gautwallies 15, viz.

Rooney _ (o Belleah i,
0 Saltore . GO0 1051 ARG ol e
pl Simmerah _ Bonetty i
Tiljuey 10 Doomarah _
5 Poonafiey _ Gummurdeah - |
Surryah Cockurah
: Surdaha
Tarabaud
15 Jaruleah e
Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated 1. Uncultivated
and Charity villages dependent on the High Prieft of Deo Gur, 32.
o SR U A
PURGUNNAH BELPURTAEH.
Containing 24 Gautwallies, wrz.
Safchellah Heracuttah :
Baradabah 15 Chelfdpattah . B
Pulmah’ Kifthurady : ' o
Singroo | Chuch Tuleram f
5 Opubahal . Simmerca
Hautbary _ Chuch Jagernaut

Kajurah
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SECTION I, :
Kajurah 20 Seteram
Barabavk, oo o Diggey -
Doomkah ~ Farofefimur

* 10 Affinou Douchah

Ruflickpoor, 24 Choto
Dadkah i
Sikérppqr :

Alfo Khalfah villagé_s, cultivated 15. Uncultivated g.
.. Charity villages, none.

There aré ‘alfo two Jubgle Terry Purgunnahs, under Rajah
Affud Zumma Cawn, viz.

Koryet and Baharoo

v,
PURGUNNAH CURRUCKPOOR.

Zilla Jungle Terry, under the ]unglc Terry Collector,
3 Gautwallies, wiz.
Lutchmlpoor
Handway
" and
Chandan Cuttoreah
Khalfah villages, cultivated 4. Uncnltivated
Charity villages, none,

D2 _ With-

QL
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* WECTION 1.

Withheld by the Renter of Curruckpoor,

8 Gautwallies, viz.

Ufullah Cockwarrah
Mullipoor Simmaroon
Diggie Ludwah
Mungraar | 8 Kewfor

Khalfah and Charity villages, none.

PURGUNNAKM BAUGLEPOOR,

Containing 4 Zemindaries, vz,
- M‘m-niharry_ '
Pertfundah
“Barkope
Mundar

PURGUNNAH COLGONG,

Containing, 1 Zemindary, wis.
Muddabun

ART 1Iv. CURRUCKDEA, ithe Khalfah diftri@s are quite plain, and
General Face of many of the Gautwallics have more plain than jungle in them ;

the Country anld o F
S of Cabive- but others ars extremely covered with it, and have firong and dap=
gerous pafles, of which that commeonly called the Curruckdea '

Pals



Gy
it pafles through are in that Gautwally) is extremely ftrong.

The cultivation of the country is fo much decayed, that it does
not yield one half of the revenues it did in the time of Comgar
~ Cawn, though colleéted with much greater harfhue(s ; but as I have

removed many grievous oppreflions under which the inhabitants

laboured, by which means Riots from the neighbouring diftriéts

are frequently fettling there; I hope the country will foon be

relieved fromy its prefent diftreffed fituation, to which it has been

reduced, partly by the deftruéion of its Riots by the famine of

770, but flill more by the oppreflion of its annual farmers,

whofe poficifions being mercly temporary, they were induced to

make the moft of their thne, and as they had not force to inter-

fere with the Gautwallies, the burthen fell on the Khalfah diftri&s.
wfo:-;mh;:mg:;t: Its communications with ether diftrits are, u-it‘h the diftri& of
rics. Mey, by the Gommah and Singher pafles,, with Ramgur by the
Corrumma pals, and many- other voads not diftinguithed by any

particular names, with Pachete, through Toondy, a high road,
and with the Jungle Terry diftiicts, by a multitude of roads,
moft. of them paflable by field axtillery.

GUIDORE,~—the Zilla of Chackye and Gautwallics of Du-

" marce, Mabaiflerey. and' Kotawna, liave: @ good. deal of plain
country in them, all indeed except the:part towards thie Chackye

and Mauhaiflery pafles, and past rowands the Jungle Terry Curs

ruckpoor, which are nothing but rocks and jungles.—'T Le culti-

vationi is tolerable, but the greater part of the: {0il too high for

3 Kice 3

G,

Pafs (but by the country peopls the Gommah Gant, 1 the hills
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rice; here alfo the want of inhabitants, fince 1770, is heavily com- '

plained of. ¢

'All the communications are with the Jungle Terry diftrifts,
and paffable for guns, excepting a communication with the Babar -
province by the Chackye pafs, which is immenfely rocky and

difficult to get artillery through, even though not oppofed.

The Maiffery pafs is for men and bullocks only, it joins the .

road from Chackye to Curruckdea, with that from Guidore to
Chackye. ' ' :

BIERBOOM,—the fouthern and fouth.weftern parts of Saur«

ret are tolerably plain, and a {mall"part of the Purgunnah of Deo
Gurr, but all the reft of this divifion of the Jungle Terry, is
entirely Jungle, moft efpecially the Purgunnah of Belpurtah,
which is bordered 'on the north by the fouth fide of thofe*hilla,
the northern fide of which is called the Rajahmahl Chain.

The cultivation is far from being high even in the few plains
which there are, and there has been a {carcity of inhabitants ever

fince the famine of 1770,

The communication of this part with the plain country™ of
Bierboom, is by the high road, which extends from the plains of
Bahar to Soory by the Chackye pafs.

There is alfo a communication with Radthahi by wav of 'Ba-
haroo ;—faid to be a pretty good road, and a pafs through the
hills
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hills from Futtipﬁoer.iﬂ" Belpurtah, to the road called on the

maps ¢ Morrifon's pafs.”

All its other roads are to différent parts of the Jungle Terry,
and paflable for artillery in general.

CURRUCKPOQOR,—all the Gautwally lands are very jungley,
and in particular thofe of Luchmipoor; the prodigioufly thick

bamboo jungles which cover moft parts of it, and are befides

mterperfed with fmall rivers, hills and rocks, render the pafling
through them where occupied by the enemy, very hazardous, as
they fire on you from all fides, without your fecing them, or
being able to annoy them in return in any adequate degree.

The northern parts bordc{ririg on the Khalfah lands, are in
many parts tolerably plain.

The Khalfah lands are pl:ﬁu, but great part of them have never

" been cultivated, whether from the badnefs of the foil, or an abori-

ginal want of theinhabitants, [cannot decide ; and in confequence,

“are grown over with long grafs jungles.

The want of cultivation and inhabitants is lefs vifible in the
Gautwally of Luchmipoor, than in moft other parts of theJungle

Terry; becaufe Jagernaut Deo, and his pre:deéeﬂ'ors, were always
- powerful enough to keep off the opprefiions of Tuffeldars and

Farmers ; and of courfe were enabled to fhew fome indulgence
to the Riots, in times of natural calamity.—~But the Khalfah
lands

- =2
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lands by the incurfions of the hill robbers, and alfo tho{a of the =
Jungle Chiefs, are almoft an entire defart. i &

All the communications are with the other diftriéts of the
Jungle Terry, and paffable to field artillery, excepting the one
called Morrifon's pafs, which leads from Jumunee, and enters the
fouth-weftangle of the clufter of hills, called the Rajahmahlhills,
near a village éallcd_ Dowdaund, about thirteen cofs, E.N.E, of
Luchmipoor ; this pafsleads to Patchwarrah in Sultanabad, which

b twenty-one cofs diftant only, and is a road by which the

Malirattahs once-entered Bengal.

BAUGLEPOOR and COLGONG,—all the inhabited parts
of both thefe divifions (excepting the clufter of hills called the
Rajahmghl Hills) are plain, unlefs it be a I_Jatr;:)w {trip extending
along the foot of thofe hills, and pofiefled by 2 number of the
Chokeydarry Gautwalls, whofe bufinefs is to keep the hill
people from making defcent, but they do it to little effet.—~The
hills themfelves have many vallies between them, but the only
parts cultivated are the fides of the hills.—It is an error to fup-
pofe thofe hills form a chai_n, and have any conneétion with other
hills ; they are a clufter of hills furrounded by the flat country,
as an ifland is by the fea.

The pafs, by which Mr. Holwell {ays that the Mahrattah
Chief Balaje Row, cntered Bengal from the plains of Colgong,
is fitvated in the Toppah of Minneharry ; it is called Choonteah,
wad euters the hills near the viilage of Mowarrah, from hence to
Mudguah, which lics in the vally between the Minneharry and

Rajahmahl’




SECTION T,

)
Rajahmahl Hills, is nine cofs: at Mudguah is a lake of water ;
from thence after paffing the r_c_rﬁainder of that valley, you af-
cend by a very gaod tnad the Rajabmahl Hills, and come into the
plains weft of Nagafarbang by the pafs called Chowndy; the
neareft village is called Nowgyh.

Mr. Holwell’s fp‘eak'iu_g of this march as a difficult atchieve-
ment, is matter of {urprize to me; as by the accounts of many
people with whom I have converfed, and who were refidents on
the {pot at the time of the paflage of Balajee Row’s troops, the
road was then fo well known and frequented, that the Biparries
ufed to drive their loaded bullocks through it, to avoid the duties
paid at Tilleagurry.—They further fay, that the man who con-
dued the Mahrattah’s from Colgong through the hills, was one
of the Chokeydars of Minncharry, and that his name was Du-
dunfing.—Mr. Holwell fays he was a peafant of Colgong, and
that Balajee Row gave him a lack of rupees reward; this is
not confirmed by the people in this quarter, for they fay the man
died fome time after very poor near Qudwa Nullah.

It is with the greateft deference I venture to offer the correc-
tion of o refpectable an authority as Mr. Holwell ; but the very
minute local knowledge I have acquired of thofe countries, by
feveral years refidence in them, and the perfonal knowledge I bave
of the people themfelves, who have refided here all their lives,
makes me think that the information 1 have proceeded on, is fuch
as Mr. Holwell would have preferred to any other, had the object
been of confequence enough to induce him to fearch for it. -

E The
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The cultivation of thefe two divifions is moft wretched; ex-

cepting a little towards the high roads, which is thinly inhabited,

you fee nothmg but immenfe defolate plams, from the fame
caufes as have been before given, refpeding the other diftrits.

"T'he hills do not produce enough for their inhabitants, which ‘
is a principal caufe of their depredations.

All the communications of thefe diftriéts both with the plain

countries of Bauglepoor “and Colgong, and with the Jungle
Terry, are good and paffable to artillery.

S E C.
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THE grofs revenues of thefe countries as they ftood in the year

17775, are as follows :

CURRUCKDEA ~= - Son Rupees 15535 14 5
GUIDORE o -— — 4583 10 16,
BierBooM - — —_ about 24000 © O
CURRUCKPOOR — B — 9998 2 10
Bavormpoor and

CoLGONG ]”683 BR S

Total 74801 7 16

It appears to me, however, that this revenue is more than the
Diftriét can well afford to pay, leaving fuch a decent provifion for
the Zemindars and their families, as fhall make them fatisfied
with the government they live under, and above the neceflity. of
encouraging ard {haring in robberies—Becaufe there is no influx
of money to the country from trade, in the leaft equal to the fum
taken in the colleGtions; two-thirds of the traffic being the ex-
change of fuch articles as the Jungles produce, for other necefla-
ries of life, which are only to be had by importation, fo that the
balance of money is conftantly increafing againft them, and they
are often obliged to borrow at a high rate of intereit to pay their
rents. 'The moft improvable part is the Jungle Terry of Baugle-
poor and Colgong, which lying near the Ganges, have the means
of difpofing of the produce of their country in whatever manner
they pleafe. The remedy for this decreafe of money will be pointe

ed out in the fifth Seflion.
E 2 S EC-
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WITH refpe to the produ&ions which the Jungle Terry has
in common with the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, nothing
more need be faid, than that in general the cultivation of rice,
though not very confiderable, is the fource from whence the
greater part of the rents are paid; excepting in the Jungle Terry

of Bauglepoor and Colgong, where they have very fine and plenti-
ful crops of wheat and of {ugar-cane.—The crops raifed for their

own confumption, are of different kinds of finall grain, of which
the following are but little known in the plain countries,

CODO-—a fmall red grain, which fells five maunds for a rupee.
The maund here is very fmall.

- GOONDLEY-—a fmall blackith grain, which fells four maunds

for a rupee.

BORAH—a fmall kind of white bean, which fells two maunds
and & half for a rupee.

JENORAH—the grain we call Indian corn, fells four maunds

for a rupee.

KAIREE—another {mall whitifh grain like the codo, fells four
maunds for a rupee.

MUR-
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MURRUAH—another finall reddith grain, fells four maunds for
a rupee. : i

The other articles which are turned to the purpofes of trade,
and are peculiar to the Jungles, are the following :

MOWAH—This is the fruit of a large tree, not very unlike
the wallnut-tree; in the month of March and April the fruit is
ripe, and falls off the tree itfelf ; it is white, about the fize and

thape of a large grape,- but covered with a fkin much thinner ; it
" s full of a ftrong, fweet, intoxicating juice, which has alfoa.

fmell like ﬁfrtihorn; the natives eat it both ripe, and dried like
a raifin; they alfo diftil a very frong fpiric from it, and the Bipar-
ries who purchafe it, carry it mto the plaincountries for the pur~
pofe of diflillation. Its common price i5 five annas per maund.

IRON—OF this they have'two kinds, one which is dug out of
the carth in fmall pieces, the other is picked out of the fands at
the bottom of the rivers; the quality is (o indifferent that it re-
quires upon an dverage four maunds of the ore to make one maund
of iron, and that, after all, is but coarfe ; it is made by melting
in the ufual manner, and is then formed into codallies, plough-
fhares, and fmall piggs; the codallies, which are the beft kind of

iron, are five rupees per maund.

DAMMAH—~This is a fpecies of rofin produced from the tree
called Suckuah, and is procured in the following manoer ¢ In July,
Auguft, and September, the back of the old trees is cut off in
three or four places all round, and the rofin, which flows fpron-

tancoufly,
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taneoufly, is eolle@ed by the natives fix or feven days after the
incifion, and dried, which is the whole of the procels; it fells
for three annas per maund. - s

o'\

KUT'T—This article, which is eaten with betle, is procured
in the following manner—There is a {mall thrub called Kyre,
about the fize of the babool-tree ; the branches and body of this
thrub they cut in thort pieces, and after paring away the bark and
wood, the fap, or pith in the middle, is put into a quantity of '
water and boiled for a confiderable tirae, till the water is almoft
confumed ; it is then of a brownifh colour, and about the confift- "
ency of glue ; they then pick out the pieces of pith, and again
boil the liquor till it is thick enough to form into cakes, after
which it is expofed to the fun and wind till it becomes hard, It
fells for two rupees eight annas per maund.

TEKOOR—This is made from the root of the Jungle Huldee,
or Turmerick-plant; this root being bruifed very fine is putinto a
quantity of water, and left for two or three days, when the part
which conftitutes the Tekoor fubfides to the bottom, the reft
{wims; the water is then poured off, and the fediment is expofed
to the fun till it becomes a fine dry powder. It 15 fold for two

rupees, cight annas per maund.

TUSSUR-~This is a coarfe fpecies of filk, produced by a kind
of filk-worm nataral to thefe Jungles, whofe food is the lcaves of
a fmall tree called Affin; the people who look after the cultivation,
about the latter end of June, expofe the eggs preferved from the
preceding brood upon the:leaves of that tree ; after this, when the

WOrms
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worms are grown pretty .larg'e-, they carry them to other trees of
the fame fpecies, but which have been previoudly prepared for

fhooting out young leaves, by breaking off the old: by the months -

of O&ober and November the worms have fpun their complete
quantity, when the natives gather the concons, and fell them
without further preparation, taking care to preferve as many as
will furnifh eggs for the fucceeding year. They fell the beft kind
for two rupees cight annas the cawan, or one thoufand two huns
dred and eighty concons.

It may be a queftion worth atking, whether, if the growth of
the Mulberry-tice could be effected in thofe parts, this filk might
not beimproved to as fine a quality as that of Caflimbuzar ? at
prefent it is exceedingly coarfe.

ABRUCK—This is a fpecies of 1linglafs, and is dug out of fe-
veral of the hills in the Jungle Terry ; its ufe is for making the
fhining powder thrown by the Hindoos during the Hooly ; alfo
the large heets of it for making the lanthorns ufed during the

Mohrrum, Marriages, &c. It {elis for one rupee per maund.

In the Ditrict of Palgunge, there grows a tree called Cooffum,
the wood of which is ufed for the upper parts of the fugar-mills 3

and fells for eight annas per ftick, two of which are a load for a
fmall bullock.

Great quantities of very indifferent fmall cattle are likewife bred
by the Jungle Teiry chiefs, and the ghee produced from them is

an
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an article of trade, but to very {mall amount, ‘the greater part
being expended in the country, g i g it

5 3
[ I

Thefe are all the produéions peculiar to this country’ that de-

© . ferve any remark.~=There is alfo a good deal of wax produced in

11,

Trade,

the Rajahmahl Hills, which the civilization of the Mq&mameers !

may in time reiider an article of trade; but at prefent’it is de-

ftroyed by their eating the combs, honey, and wax all together..

The trade’ of thefe countries is after all very inconfiderable,
becaufe all the articles are amazingly bulky or heavy in propor=

tion to their value; and there being no navigable river leading

* from or to this country, the whole is forced to be conveyed upon

bullocks, who fuffer extremely, and ave foon deftroyed by the
rockinefs and badnefs of the roads; infomuch that 1 may fafely
venture to aflert, that any merchant of fufficient confequence to
employ agents who fhould undertake this trade, would be a lofer
of pat of his capital; as I could prove, if 1 thought it would be
doubtful after the account T have given of the value of the articles,
and when it is confidered that the neareft market for any goods is

upwards of fifty cofs from the medium places of purchafe, which

diftance the goods muft go by Jand carriage ; and that in general
the value of a bullock load of goods, will fcarcely defray the
charges of the bullock and his driver, independent of the impofi-

tions of agents, the uncertainty of markets, the damage of gaods

by keeping, and the death and infolvency of thofe to whom
wmoney may be advanced for the providing ef goods.

The
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" ‘The fole trade carried on at prcfent, is by the moft inconfidera-
ble Bengalhes, who by a complication of {mall profits, hav-
ing no expence for agents, and but a fmall capital to inveft, are
enabled to continue their traffick to fome advantage ; the ufual
method is this,—one of the family fixes his refidence at one of
the capital vdlages in the Jungle Terry, and himf{elf infpects the
preparation of the goods ; the reft live av their proper refidence,
cither in Bengal or Bahar, where they purchaf at the firft hand
the goods wanted by the Jungle peopl\., they drive their own
bullocks to the place where the ,gluoda are ready Prepared by the
relation, who a&s as faltor in the Jungles, where the cargo is
by barter fold to great advantage; the cargo of Jungle commodi-
tizs received, is then carried to Bahar or Br:ngal in the fame man-
ner, and there again bartered for a fecend inveftment for the fame
market, or fold at a confiderable profit for ready money. This
double profit, unburthened with any charges, and fo rapidly com-

pleated, accounts for the trade being as advantageous to thefe

{fmall traders, as it would be deftruétive to one who attempted it

on any other terms.

The articles imported, are cloth, oil, falt, tobacco, betle nut
and leaf, pe:.p;pexf, garlick, affafztida, opium, and all the com-
mon fpices, but in fmall quantities ;—turmurick, wheat, dawl,
flour, and many other {inall articles not worth mentioning.

gl SEC-
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AR T. L THE country is at preﬁ:nt in a ftate of tranquhty, paxtly BN
s..ié‘.f;“hi"’c'lﬁﬂf owing to the ill fuccefs of their late military attempts, but ﬂ:ﬂl
try. more to an attentive management of the Ieadmg men who havc
JUNOLE {ubmitted to our arms, and reconcximg them to their fubje&ion’;
: the country is under the beft regulation imaginable, as to the fafety
of the public roads, hitherto almoft totally obftruced; which
has been effetted by nothing more than enforcing their ancient
{yftem, the befl calculated for this country of any government
whatever, and of which I will now give fome account. N

All thefe Jungle Terry Gautwalls, were formerly fubje@ to
the feveral Rajahs, to whofe territories their Gautwallies belong-
ed ; they paid a flight tribute in token of feodal obedience, and
were bound to oppoft all invafions, (principally from the fouth)
to attend their Rajahs when fummoned, with all their fol-
Jowers in arms, and to be refponfible for every violence and
irregularity committed in their rcf‘pe&ivé boundaries :—their fol-
lowers are {till bound by the fame feodal ties to them, and have:
Jands for feodal fervices 3 nothing can be concetved more abfolute
than the authority of thefe chiefs over their vaflals; the fear of
death even, when feized on in war, is not fufficient to force from
them the difcovery of any fecret refpe&ing their chief, his family,
or property.—In the late war I experienced the greateft difficulties
from this ftubborn attachment; but I could never avoid admiring

the
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When the feveral Rajahs on whom all thefe Gautwalls depend-
cd, began to decline, the Gautwall_s&h@g:_ahncﬁccntious,—-—every one
was his own mafter,—they went to war among themfelves on
family quarrels,or thofe refpeting boundaries: at laft utter anar-
chy enfuing, all thale who had the greatefl force plundered their
neighbours, who reimburfed themfelves again, by attacking, like
beats in the ftate of nature, thofe who were weaker than them~—
The natural confequences of this, were both  licentioufnefs and

poverty, ftarving among themfelves ; the lower claffes of people

began plundering the plain country and high roads, in which
they were, I believe, not uufrc-kiueutly encouraged by thcirchiefs,
who alfo withheld the tribute which government d:manded of
them, as poflefling thofe territories on which their Gautwallies
depended ; their outrageous enormitics compelled government to
fend the battalion of light infantry againft them, which after a
long ftruggle, has brought them into that flate of dependence,
which they formerly had on their feodal Lords ; at the fame time
that a much higher tribute is levied on them.—This latter circum-
flance may be proper enough as a badge of their fubje@ion after

rebellion, and to be continued for a time, but not long enough'

to alienate their affections from the ftate.

Almoft all the Gautwalls of the Jungle Terry, and a great
many of the inhabitants, are of a tribe called Buyahs, they are
looked upon as but a low caft by the Hindoos of any rank and
knowledge, th_oﬁgh- the chiefs do not {cruple to wear the Zinnar;

F 2 - from
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from this fimilarity of caft, all the chiefs thronghout the country -
were conneéted by marriage, and from this counedtion, a general
union of counfels and arms takes place on all apprehenfions from
governtaent, or from any foreign eneryy.—Their followers are of |
the charalter of undifciplined foldiery in all countries, turbulent,
rapacious, and idle, and think their time much better employed
in plundering cattle, and deftroying villages, than in cultivating
their lands. ‘Their attachment to their chiefs is extreme, as has
been obferved before.~~They are armed with good matchlocks,
{words and targets, very few bows and arrows being ufed in thefe
Jungles; and their method of fighting is by ambufcades in the
woods, where they fire upon their enemy unperceiveds; but 1 have
heard they fomctimes fight pretty clofely among themfelves.—
Thay have alfo many forts, but now they know better than to
) rely on them againft our troops. With refpe@t to the admini-

SECTION 4

firation of juftice, there appears to have been none, till the country
twas put under my infpection, but the Zemindary courts in each
Zemindary, fomething like our ancient courts of Bdrony : here
the Zemindars decided all caufes civil and criminal, and proceeded
to capital punifhments even without appeal ; though they feem
to have punifhed capitally only in cafes of murder, theft, adultery,
fornication and witcheraft; in all which cafes when the fadk was
doubtful, the ordeal trial by fire or water was firft undergone, and .
decided on the guilt or innocerice of the party. !

As long as thefe people are armed and pc%efied of a country
w itfelf as firong as a fortification, as long as the feodal {yftem
prevaile, {o long will the Zemindars and inhabitants of ‘the Jun-
gle Terry poffefs the means of raifing difturbances whenever

diffatisfied
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diffatisfied with government.—The queftion whichmuft naturally

arife upon thisis: « Would it not then be proper to difarm them,

and break the feodal dependence ”* Were to anfier the queftion
it thould be with the ftrongeft negative, and my reafons would be,

1. Becaufe their being difarmed is what they would vppofe
almoft at the price of their total extirpation.

2. Becaufe if you did ficceed in difarming them, you would
thereby uncover your whole frontier towards the Mahrattahs, the
natural enemies of this ftate, who might be oppofed to great ad-
vantage by thefe feodal foldiers if attached to our interefts ; but if
difarmed and utterly difgufted, cheir places muft be fupplied by
regular troops, of whom a prodigious force would be neceflary
to guard the principal palies, and after all, ineffe@ual, fince none
but the natives of that country can exift in thofe difmal ua-
wholefome mountains and jungles in which the pafles are im-~
mediately fituated ; and if they could, they would be eternally

.Jiable to furprize and deftruction, while the hatred of a whole

people attended them ; whereas it feems to me, that a proper
management of thofe people, would make themas ufeful fubjelts
as any belonging to the ftate.

3. Becaufe. the abfolute authority given by the feodal {yftem,
is indifpenfably neceffary, for the readily affembling and diftri~
buting for defence, this armed Peafantry ; and the apprchenfion
of ill kind of offenders with the greateft expedition, in a country
where the ufual modes of juftice are fo eafily defied or evaded ;

and alfo,; that the devoted attachment that they have to their
1 chiefs,

G,
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chiefs, enables yau"by conciliating them to your intere 20
the whole diftriét, ' P
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1f T be atked what fhould then be dmg,' 1 anfwer, cotre@t the
bad, and improve ' the good parts of the prefent {y(tem, mther
than overturn the whole to ered a new one, which, though per-
haps better in fpeculation, would be attended with mﬁrﬁ-c-wll;in_
its eftablifhment, than would ever be compenfated by all the good
it could be capable of ‘producing. o A g

I will in the next Sedion point out, what to my judgment ap-
pears the beft mode of effe@ing this improvement. :

It may afford fome relief from fo dry and unentertaiﬁing a

detail, to give in this place, the charaéters of fome-of the moft

remarkable chiefs in thefe jungles, efpecially as the account is
founded on my perfonal knowledge of them all.

It may not be improper here to obferve, that the higheft title
given to the Buyah Zemindars, who are the original heads of
families; is that of Tekoit; fecond fons or younger brothers of
Tekoits, (even though they have founded new Zemindaries, or
are become ever fo powerful) are only ftiled Takoors, and all
the younger branches, aré denominated Baboos.—It is true, their
fuperior lords have fometimes flattered {ome of them, with the
title of Rajah (as thofe of Serampoor and Palgunge for inftance)
but their own tribe pay but lictle regm'd to it, and think that not
being ancient, it conyeys no nonour to the pofleflor-—The

general charatteriftic of thefe chiefs, is a great fhare of family
; and
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and perfonal pride, 2 bigh veneration for military atchievements,

paiticularly thofe, wherein perfonal fkill and bravery have ap-

peared.—In war they fight with the fame arms, and almoft naked

as well as their"fa'l&i'etsg and partake with them of every kind of
hardthip and danger.~This may fuffice for their general chare
alters :—as to the particular ones, I thall arrange them according
to the divifions to which they belong, as has been done with all
the other articles, and uotvby the {cale of their perfonal or terrie
torial importance ; the number of thofe whofe charaters I fhall

infert, will bear o proportion to the multitude of petty Zemin-"

dars in thefe diftri€s ; but in the Jungle Tersy, as well as in
more civilized frates, there are but few chara@ers of any great
weight or influence, whom the bulk of the fociety feem to have
been merely created to follow.

i IR 2 R » ASEA & A o T R B DS .

LOLMUN MAHTOO,~as the Foujdaar of this place, is at
the fame time a native, and a Zemindar of it: I fhall mention him

firft.

This man's name is Lo/mun ; to which is added the title,

Mahtoo, fignifying Dewau, among the Jungle chiefs. Heis by

birth 2 Gwallah, and was formerly Malitoo to Miguelfing, the
Zemindar
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Zemindar of Gemah, 4t #hat time no very mnﬁdera@le fa.mﬂg LI P
when Camga.r Cawn firft attempmd the caaqucﬁaf Cwnruckdga,' '
he 'was oppofed for two years by I)ma‘umﬂeo, the Zemmc}ar'

of Sutgomah, lving weft of the Curruckdea Pafs; wha bad
then two thoufand men upder his autlmmy, whofe Zer.mndary
commanded the entrance intothe pafs: however, the great mi-
litary reputation-of Comgar Cawn, and the force he. commanded,
led every onc to believe he would certainly make a conqueft of
Curruckdea at laft; on this occafion Lolmun advifed his mafter
Miguelfing, to go over to Comgar Cawn, and condu@ him into
the country by another read, (the Singher Pafs) which weuld
aftubliflh him in his favour for ever; whereas, by joiﬁ'mg in the
refiftance, he muft fooner (or later fhare in the general ruin: his
mafter followed his advice, went over to Gomgar Cawn, conduct-
ed him into the country, which was conquered, and for his fer-
vices received feveral Jaghiers, had his Zemindary at a very low
rent, and Sunnuds granting him one anna on every rupee colle€ted
in the whole Zilla of Curruckdea, which he till holds,—Lolmun
had alfo feveral Jaghiers granted to him, and was appointed Fouj-
daar of the Zilla, which office he has held with little interruption
for twenty-five years: he is an old man, of cenfiderable abilities,
confidering his origin, is perfe@ly verfed in the revenues of that
Zilla, has a confiderable fhare of perfonal courage, and fome
military knowledge acquired under Comgar Cawn ; but at the
fame time he is artful, rapacious, and little to be relied on in
point of veracity ;—but his local knowledge of the country and
revenues, the weight he has among the Zemindars, from the
length of time he has held this office, and the confidence ‘placed

in‘him by Comgar Cawn, render him by far the fitteft man for
colle&ing
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collecting that diftidy, provided he is under the mf'pe&:én of

a perfon capable of judging for himf{elf, avoiding the influence of

his mifreprefentations, and preventing the cffects of his rapacity,
his private piques againft particular families, and his partiality

towards others, parhcuiady that of Gomah. I believe this man

‘was a principal advifer in the meafure of affording Jagernaut Deo

fhelter, when he fled to Curruckdea in 1773 alfo in that of

. umiting the Zemindars of that ditri& in the fcheme of aﬁiﬁmg

him with men, &c. to attempt the expulfion of my battalion in
17755 a confeioulnefs of this made him prepare for flight, when
1 went to Curruckdea in March 19753 but as 1 forefaw that a
general ruin of the Zilla would follow my then exprefling my
refentment, I wrote him to return, aflured him of my prote&ion
and favour, and on his coming in, confirmed him in his office and
privileges; whereby that diftn& was kept quiet for that time,
and he by his office, retained within my reach, whenever I fhould

chufe to call him to account.

TEKOIT PERMAISHER SING,—the Zemindar of Gomah
is fon of M:guei Sing, mentioned above; his family ‘was not ori-

“ginally very confiderable, nor are his abilities, but the weight

given to him by the favour of Comgar Cawn, the having Lolmun

" a fervant of his family, at the head of the colle@ions, together

with his Jaghiers and other privileges, make him now of confi-
derable confequence ; his father was related to the uncle of Ja-
gernaut Deo by marriage, and this zealoufly attached him to his
intereft; but the great advantages he enjoys from® Government,
will prévent his ever bieaking out n difobedience as long as they
are in his pofleflion.

G il i TEKOIT
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TEKOIT BAHADER SING,~-next in fituation to Gomah, is
the Zemindarof  Curturbarry, Behader Sing; his diftriét border-
ing immediately on the eaft, as Gomah does on the welt, of the -
Khalfah lands of Curruckdea: he is himfelf a youth of no
great parts, but his Dewan is accounted a2 man of great capacity,
and by his means his mafter's confequence among the Zemindars
is pretty ‘confiderable, by keeping him clofely counefted with
Lolmun and the Gomah family; his relation to Jagernaut Deo
is through the family of Laidah, (the Zeminddr of which is a
coufin of Bahader Sing’s,) whofe daughter was married in the
year 1775 to Jagernaut Deo; alfo through the fame relanou to the
houfe of St‘.lampoor.

TEKOIT DUBRAJ SING,~—on the fouth and eaft of Cur-
rurbarry, is the Zemindary of Laidab, of which the Zemindar is
Dubraj Sing.—He isa man of very moderate talents, and his
Zemindary but fmall ; however, heis {fupported by his conne&ions
by marriage, with the families of Se:ramphor and Currurbarry ;
through the intervention of the former of thefe, he in O&ober

1773, gave his daughter in marriage to Jagernaut Deo, which has
rendercd him a firm adherent to him.

RAJAH BISSAN SING,—eaft and a little to the northwird
of eaft froni Laidah, is the Zemindary of Serampoor’,'. the Zemins
dar of which place, whofe name is Biffan Sing, is called Rajah ;
which title was given and rendered hereditary, both to him and
to the Zemindar of Palgunge, by fome of the Rajahs of Soor,
on occafion of thofe Gautwalls performing fome particular for-
vices for them.—The character of this man feems of a very ex-

tradrdinary
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traordinary. nature, for though he has o little capacity ac?lu: to

~ be able to tranfa& any bufinefs, and his Zemindary is extremely

_poor is a large one, and tolerably well cultivated,

All regulated, yet he has a pretty confiderable political weight in

the country, and was the principal man in the late confpiracy in

favour of Jagernaut Deo, to whofe fon the daughter of Biffan
Sing is married ; yet at the fame time, he has not hiad for many

years fufficient authority to enforce the payment of a rupee from
Cunfhun Sing, for.the Talook of Deopaor, which is enescighth
part of the Serampoor Zemindary. The Zemindary of Seram-

RAJAH SUBERAN SING,—foutl and fouth-welt from
Serampoor, is the Zemindary of Palgunge, of which Suberan
Sing is Zemindar, as 1 before obferved; with the 'title of Rajah :
his chara&er is not much known, but looked on as {acred, being

" High Prieft to the Temples on the Mountain of Parifnaut, fituated

on the fouth fide of Palgunge, which Mountain alfo enabled his
father to evade the arms of Comgar Cawn, by hiding himfelf and
his effeéts there,and this hold inclines him to be prone to difobedi-
ence.  He has not any family conneflion with the houfeof Seram-
poor, but they have always beenof the fame counfel, perhaps, owing
to the friend(hip arifing from the reciprocal good offices which their

vicinity has enabled them to render toeach other in times of calami-

ty 3 and this connetion of friendfhip led him tojoin indirectly with
the Serampoor Rajah, and his party, in favourof Jagernaut Deo.
Thefe five houfes have always ‘kept up a good ntelligence with
Lolmun Mahtoo, and he has often employed them to his own
advantage, both in peace and war; fometimes they have differed,
but it has foon been adjufted ; the whole Government of the

G 2 : aiftrict
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Jili® s left to'an uncle of the Rajah's, whofe name ise‘I"mHiy‘
sing, a mian equally able and turbulﬁnt, md by Whefe tﬂi’m#eg?-
every t!xmg‘ is done, , R

TEKOIT JESSMONT DEO,—~on the weftern boundary of
Curruckdea, below the pafs, is fituated the Zemindary-,ﬂfﬂ_ﬂ#g@s- 2
mah, of which Jeflmont Deo is Zemindar, who is a man of a
tolerable fhare of capacity and courage. This Zemindary was
once the moift confiderable in the whole Zilla, Comgar Cawn,
who formed the defign of taking the whole Zilla of Curruckdea
into his own hands, began by colle@ing a tribute from the Sutgo-
mah Zemznd1r, this he refufed to fubmit to, and prepared to op-
pofe Comgar Cawn’s entrance mnto Curruckdea, of which, as I
have faid, this Zemindary was the weftern boundary ; the ftrength
of the paffes, and the aid given to hiwm by the other Zemindars,
enabled him to defeat the defigns of Comgar Cawn for near two

-years; when the Gomah Zemindar joining Comgar Cawn, con~

duéted him intothe country by another pafs, it was fubjetted, and
the Zemindar of Surgomah was obliged to fubmit, and become
tibutarv. He was however, pardoned, and allowed to hold his
Zemindary: fometime after, Comgar Cawn being confined by
Rajah Ramnarain at Patna, a Foujdaar was fent on the part of
the latter to colle@ his revenues, The Sutgomah Zemindar from
refentment againft Comgar Cawn, joined the Foujdaar, and difco-
vered to him the places where Comgar Cawn had fecreted his
wealth, which was feized on——But Comgar Cawn foon after ef-
caping from prifon, and having already prepared by private letters
every thing for driving out the Foujdaar, the very day he arrived,
he feized on all the pafles round Curruckdea, and fent the Foujdaar
word,
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word, that he would fuffer him to eﬁzapc on no other cmndmon,

than that of his ddweﬂng ‘the Zemindar of Sutgomah and his

fon into his hands: the Foujdaar to fave himfelf, acquiefced in
the propof'al and wrote Comgar Cawn to be near a certain pafs.

called Singhar, and he would then feize on the Sutgomah Zemin-
dar, and deliver him up. He accordingly requefted the Sutgomah Ze-~
mindar toefcort himoutof that pafs ; the other not havingany fufpi-
cion of treachery from a man to whom he had been fo ferviceable,
confented to the propofal; and when the Foujdaar approached the
pafs, he {eized on the Zemindar and his fon, and delivered both

“into the hands of Comgar Cawn, who thereupon let him pafs.—

Comgar Cawn kept both father and fon in confinement for above

two years, and by repeated threats and promifes; extorted almoft

all his wealth from the former, in hopes of faving his life; after

“which he put both to death, and colie@ted the Zemindary Khafs :

in this Qate. it remained for near three years, till the prefent
Zemindar Jeflmont Deo, fecond fon to'the one who was cut’ off,
colleing a number of people together from the feveral Zemindars
i his intereft, entered the Zemindary of Sutgomazh, drove out
the force ftatianed in:the fort by Comgar Cawn, and laid the
country wafte all round. Comgar Cawn from a fenfe of his

injuftice to this family, and to prevent lofs and delay in contend-

ing with fuch a kind of enemy, fuffered him to make propofals,
which he accepted, and eftablithed him in his Zemindary; the
greateft hatred has ever fince fubfifted in this family againft Lol-
mun and the Gomahi family, both of whom they conifider as en-
viched by their treachery to the Sutgomah houfé, in joining
Comgar Cawn.

TEKOIT

83
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TEKOIT, SHEEPDUT SING,~-on the fouthward boundary
of Curruckdea, clofe to that of Ramgur, is fituated the Zemin-
d1ry of Dumchauns, the Zemindat of which is ‘Sheepdut Sing,
who is the firft military characer of all the. Buyah chiefs, having
always lived with his ncighbours in a flate of warfare and p.un.der,
particularly with the borderers of Ramgur, owing: to ancient
hereditary animofities, which could fearce fail to originate. be-
tween the favage borderers of two rival R-aja_-hs;-.—-The ﬁt.uatibn of
the country, juined to his difpofition, has given a military turn
of mind to all his tenants, infomuch, that on his having any
project of plunder in view, every man of his Talooka, capable
of biaring arms,, takes the field with him, to the number as is
faid, of five or fix hundred, and he has been known to carry his
depredations into the very heart of Pachete ;. this charatter has

muade him always be courted by thofe who wifthed at.any time to

raife difturbances, at the fame time, that it rendered him an of-
fenfive object to the governors of the diftri&®, who on their fide
never mifled any opportunity of mortifying and injuring him,
particularly Lolmun Mahtoo, who piqued at the little refpe&
fhewn him by this Gautwall, never failed to point him out as a
rebel whenever troops were {ent into that Zilla, by which means
his Talooka was frequently pillaged, but he never fubmitted or
came in in pcr{"on.

In 1768, when an infurre@ion took place in fayour of Khader
Buckfh Khan, this Zemindar was the principal man who joined
him, and animated by his private enmity again@t Lolmun, pro.’
pofed as the firlt hoftility, the befieging the fort of C urruckdea,

of
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of ‘which Lolmun was ther Foujdaar, and at the fame time
laying wafle with fire and fword, the T'alooka of Gomah, of
which Tolmun's original patron was the Zemindar ; the {cheme
was approved, and;*Sheejs&dt- Sing, who was the perfon employed,
executed it to' the 'grcateiﬂf perfection: fome time after Lolmun
propofed to come it to Khader Buckib Khan, and to make his
people give up the fort of Curruckdea, which they il continued
to defend; his offer was acée‘ptcd,_ but no fooner was he in the
camp of Khader RBuckfh Khan, than his old encmy Sheepdut
Sing propofed to confine him, and extort’ from him a {fum of
money ; this was ‘aceordingly done, and the fum fixed for his
releafe, was twenty-eight thoufand rupces, thirtecn thoufind of
which he paid; and was in confinement for the reft, when Capt,
Camac being fent with his battalion to {upprefs thofe commotions,
Khader Buckth Khan fled, and during his flight, Tolmun found
the means of making his efcape 5 foon after he went and offered
his fervices to Captain Camac, and revenged himfelf on Sheepdut
Sing, by reprefenting him (and for once very juftly) as the
principal offender in that rebellion, which induced that gentleman
to attack him, deftroy his fort, and lay his Talooka wafte, in
which fate it remained all the time Captain Camac ftaid in that
Zilla, which was five or fix monthis’s yet durifig’ that time,
Sheepdut Sing would never come in, but carried on fome negoci-
ations by his Vakeel, the refult of which was, his being foon
after permitted to return to his Zemindary on his'former footing s
but the refentment fubfifting between Lolmun' and ‘him, has
never abateds he on his fide refuling ever ‘to comie “ncar the
Cutcherry, and Lolmun contintally repréfenting him'as a villaia
and a rebel; and in the year 1775, on «n omiffion to pay fome

I balance
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balances of revcm;e, Lolmun pcrfuadad Nuttg Khan, the théa
farmer, to colle@ a number of armed men and plunder his

Talooka, as the beft way of paying himfelf, wluch he did, and -

this has of courfe increafed this Zemindar's. cnmt;y, for Lolmun 5
his peace was again made with Nutty Khan by Vakeel, and he”
returncd to his ‘Talooka, a fhort time before the delivery of the
Zilla over to my charge ; in 1775, Lolmun again made. mention
of him to me, as a man who had been humbled ‘a little, but
whofe utter deftru@tion was abfolutely requifite for the peace of
the country ; but as I was cautious of receiving wrong impref-
fions, 1 deferred taking any fteps againft bim till 1 could proye
his difubedience, and fhortly after, on my promife of fafety, he.
came in to me, and has ever fince remained peaceable and obedi-
ent to. government, ' :

TAKOOR CUNSHUN SING,—the Talooka of Deopoor,
being one-cighth part of the Zemindary of Sérampoor, is. pof-
fefled by this man; it being the portion allotted about oue
hundred years ago,” to one of his progenitors, whe was the
younger brother of the then Zemindar, the tide of Fakoor, im- -
plying the iffue of the fecond branch of the family; the prefent
Takoor Cunthun Sing, is a man of lefs capacity than courage and.
integrity, of which_ he gave proofs, firlt with refpect to the
family of Jagernaut Deo, and afterwards to Government, on the.
following occafion : the elder fifter of Cunthun Sing being married
to the father of Durr um Deo, on the expulfion of Jagernaut Deo
and his famxly in r- =3 the women, children; and property of
Durram Deo, ‘were fecured at Deopoor, where he alfo refided
hunf-.f and on the general confederacy of the Buyah chiefs,

Cunfhun
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éanmuu Sing fupplicd his. _proportion of men and arms for the

artacks made on the fations of the battalion. In mn{equence of
intelligence received on all thefe points in July 1775, finding all
my attempts to fuprize Jagernaut Deo or his party in vawm, 1
refolved to attack their friends and allies ; and as Cunthun Sing
had afred with great infolence, in declaring his determination to

refift Govesnment, and was in pofic(iion of aflrong fart, I thought -

an attack on him would be exemplary, and might be decifive, as
the family of Durrum Deo was in the fort; I therefore, by an
expeditious maych: of twenty-three cofs, invefled the fort the
zoth July,and took it the fame night; but the gam,!'on e{'caped
by favour of the darknefss and the number of troops being in-
{ufficient to furround. fo large a fpace, with little lofs, after
having Kept up  a conftant fire from nine in the morhing tifl

twelve at night, 1 deftroyed the fort, and all the villages and

grain in the diftriér, after which 1 delivered it in eharge to the
Serampoor Rajah; both with defign to keep Cunfhun Sing out
efiectually, and alfo to encreafe the eomity already fobfifting be-
tween -him and Biffan Siu'g, fenfible that to fubjugate thefe people,
it was firft neceffary to divide them; Cunfhun Sing, thus ex-
peiled, and diftrefied by the enmity of the Rajah, was obliged to
fubmit, and about the middle of Auguft wrote me, that if I
would fend him Betel, he wguld_;dc;l_iglcr himfelf up; this was done,
and on his arrival, being willing to _r‘tf:mo,ve, all obftacles to the
fubmiffion of others, 1 received him with kindpefs, and only re-
quiring of him to bring in Durrum Deo, on promife of pardon,
difmifled him with the diftinétion of a Khelat, and affurance of
future favours on performance of his engagement,
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o O&ober he brought in Durriitn’ Deoy and mnﬁa&iatefy re-
ftored to him his Talooka, by virtue‘of the autﬁomy"gim*ﬁﬁ _
by Government, to ufe fuch mean§’ |
able for the general beneit of the ceﬁntry It may ot be unifi
terefting here to relate two circumftances charateriftic 'of the
honour and refolution’ of this man; when the news of the de-
ftrution of Deopoor, arrived with _]agemnut Deo, Durrum Deo,
frightened for the event to his family, went xr_nmsdrateiy over
to the Jungles, whether Cunfhun Sing had fled, where he la-
mented his misfortune, that his only friend fhould be ruined,
while thofe of Jagernaut Deo had efcaped’; and propofed imme-
diately to fubmit at difcretion, as a lefler évi‘l:'thim fuffering fuch
perfecut:on s this Cunfhun Sing objefted to, and infifted on com-
ing in hlmfelf {aying, that his death would bea {fmaller Jofs than
that of Durrum Deo, and if he was pardoned, whd was o recent
an offender, Durrum Deo might then fubmit with a confidence of
{afety, which he accordingly did. ‘The other ‘circumftance is,
that ‘on his being {o well received by me, his friends advifed him
to flipulate fivourable terms for himfelf before he undertook the
bringing in Durrum Deo; but he réjc&c-d their advice, faying, his
fubmiflion was amply rewarded by the pardon of his life, and he

would truft to the gencrofity of Government for the reward of

any future fervices he might perform.

It is now proper to point out the caufe of difagreement between

‘him and the Rajali Biflan Sing. 1 have before obferved, that he

poflefied by family right one eighth of the Zemindary of Seram-
poor, for which he paid’ tribute'to the Rajah ; about eight years
ago, he obferved to ‘the Rajah, that when this divifion was given

to

':' appeared to me moft adv ife-
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to. hw,ﬁmsfa;bers, their famxhes qnd expences were {imall ; that
now his own were very great, and therefore he begged the Rajah
to give him alarger T&looka this thc R,aJah pcremptonly refuf-
ed, on which Cunfhun Sing thhheld his rents entirely, and by
means of his fort, and the number of his feodal troops, kept hun-
fel€ utterly independent; this has produced an extreme hatred
» in the Rajah towards him, and the infults offered by bim to
Cunthun Sing, when the Talooka was given in charge to him
by me, have made it reciprocal and mortal. I will now .poiné
out the ufe to which I think the refentments of thefe Zemindars
of Sutgomah, Dumchauns, and Deopoor, may be turned, with
refpect o keeping the Zilla of Curruckdea in fubje&ion, as alfo
the fteps already taken for that end,

It is evident from the-preceding reéital_, that the Zemindar of
Sutgomah will readily promote aliy thing for t_he humiliating and
injuring of the Gomah family, or indeed any of the faétion of
Lolmun Mahtoo; the fame principles, befides a general love for
plunder and rapine, actuate the Zemindar of Doomchauns; and
Cunfhun Sing, it is clear, will give into every meafure for injuring
the Rajah of Serampoor. '

The fteps neceffary to be taken by Government to avail itfelf
of thefe difpofitions, were to foment their di&'_erehccs, .and remove
any .thing that might promote an union of interefts ; this I have
done, by exempting the two firft from the duty of one anna paid

tothe family of Gomah ; fupporting the pretenfions of Cﬁnﬂnun
Sing againft the Rajah of Serampoor, and by fettling all difputes
about boundary, &c, in favour of thefe Zemindars; and as the
H 2 only
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only general pnnczple‘itkt:l‘y to unite tﬁmm*theﬂ{hwﬂmﬁdﬂ il

was to oppole any increafe of rents, and to Lolmun, for his favour
towards them as Foujdaat; to erentthﬁfE their rents are fixed,
anid T have taked the colle@ion of them immediately into my own
hands ;—they on their parts fwearing fidelity and feodal fervices
to Government, whenever called on: thus T have fecured the fer-
vices of thefe men, by whofe intimate knowledge of the country
and haunts 6f the others, in éafe of diffaffe@tion amongthe reft of -
the Zemindats, I can injure them more in a month, than other-
wife could bedone in an age, by an apprehenfion of which; they
are held in fubjedtion: for they have a proverbial fayiug n great
tepute among them, that Zemindars are fafe while united, but
the defeftion of one will ruin a thoufand ; adverting to the in-
telligence he can give of their holds for fecreting their families
and property. This is all ‘which nced to be faid of the Jungle
Terry of Curruckdea,

'GUI‘DO‘RE-,-‘-—'-thc Rajh of Guidore was formerly of great
extent, but the conquefts made from it by the Rajah of Bierboom,
and Comgar Cawn, and the independency which thefe wars gave
the Gautwalls an opportunity of affuming, have reduced the pre-
fent Rajahs Gopal Sing, and Durrup Sing, to folow an ebl, that
they can fearcely recover fufficient confequence to be of any
political weight whatever; 1 fhall not thercfore fay any thing of
them, but fpeak of the only man of any confequence now in
the diftrict, ‘whichis the principal Zemindar of Chackye.

TEKOIT METNARAIN SING,——is the name of this man;
and his Talooka, which includes the town and gaut of Chackye,
i being
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being by far ‘the largeft of ten which compofe the Zilla, his
‘power was proportionably great; and the Rajahs of Guidore

havingmo power of late years, received by his influence fuch a

tribute as he chofe to pay for himfelf and the other Zemindars,—

he is 1an old fnan, poflefed of low cunving, but little wifdom oz
refolution; on the diftrict being put under my charge in 1774,
te fled, and made the reft follow his example; fome ‘alts of

« {everity brought the others in, and a fettlement was made, but in

the beginuing of 1775, Metnarain Sing who had fled to Serampoor

‘to Jagernaut Deo and the other malcontents, returned with them ;

on his advice, all the other Zemindars of Chackye took up arms
and joined him, and the whole in conjupétion with Jagernaug
Deo, laid fiege to the redoubt which 1 built there by the orders of
Government; fome time after Metnarain Sing offered to {ubmit,
and as he was the firft of the general confederacy who had done
fo, 1 refolved to make his example tempting to others; I.therefore
gave him poffeffion of his Talooka, and as a punifhment to the
reft for their infidelity, 1 put them all under Metnarain Sing's
authority, than which nothing could be more oftenfive to thefe

“chiefs, who are as tenacious of their independency as the ancient

Rarons ; at the {ametime they dared not revolt, as they knew that
by Metnarain Sing’s intelligence, they would bedeprived of @ place

‘of retreat,

BIERBOOM,—in this divifion of the Jungle Terry, there is
not a Zemindar of fufficient confequence to produce any confi-

derable difturbance ; 1 fhall therefore only fpeak of two, one re-
-markable for his former oppofition, the other for his conflant
-and inviolable attachment to Government,

BABOO
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The firft is BABGO ]ESSMONT S-I'Nf'i,ﬁvlm paﬂ'aﬂ'cs»ghc {mﬁ

Talooka of 'I‘ure. now colleted by him as Zemmdar;, but farmarly '

only ‘as agent to jagtmaut Deo, to 'whom the R_:{;g;h_ of Bierboom

granted that Talookas this'isthe man who held the fort of Turs,

againft Capt. Brooke in 1773 He i a man of courage, ‘capacity and
induftry, his family bave been hereditary fervants to that of Ja-
gernaut Deo for many ages, many of them: killed in that f@r*nlw,

and have always been diftinguithed for their capagity and fidelity
on' the acceffion of Jagern aut Deo, this man and his elder brother

Bifflumber Sing, were in great confidence; they had the chief

management of his affairs, and always were his advifers to' keep

on terms with Government, and fupprefs the licentioufne(s of
his feodatory chicfs, who' taking advantage of his youth, each
affimed an independency, and committed diforders in the country,
which thefe two men forefaw muft end in his ruin; the chicfs,
related to Jagernaut Deo, incenfed at this,, refolved to remove
them, and about the year 1769, they aﬁ‘aﬁinated Biflumber Sing,
and Jeflmont Sing only faved himfelf by ﬂight, and took fheleer
$h the fort of Ture. Devoted to the fervice of Jageruaut Deo, he
defended this fort :.gamﬁ--C.tptain Brooke, and though he after-
wards fubmitted, and was pardoned, yet on the return of Jager~
naut Deo'in 1775, he agdin took up arms, but would not fuffer
Jagernaut Deo to attack the guiard of Sepoys, pofted i the Ta-
Jooka of Ture, declaring he would oppofe fuch an attempt by
force, as the execution of it would mark him out asa principal
in this combination, though hein faft ouly afed in itas a fervant
to Jagernaut Deo, and had always advifed his foliciting any rea-
fonable terms of peace ; for he faid hc only joined him in confe-

' quence
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quen" ence of his befﬁg reduced to this laft attempt by neceffity, no

terms ‘having ever been offered him, }e{Tmont Sing’s country

was in confequence of his revolt entirely laid wafle. On the fub-
miffion of Durrum Des in O&. 17735, the whele party of Jagernaut

Deo bemg reduced to the latt diftrefs by military execution carried
on againft them, and alfo by the defertion of one of the principal

- members of the confederacy, Jeffmont Sing advifed Jagernaut Deo

toentreat for terms, and offered to rifk the coming in to me himfelf
on receipt of Betel, which 1 granted, _notwithftanding his doubls

revolt; being convinced, that by his means I thould be enabled,

to fift the matter of this ulfurrcéhou thomughly, and bring in
whatever perfons I chofe: whereas a rejecion of his fubmiffion,
wauld have looked Jike an implacability againft the whole party,
which was an apprehenfion I was particularly defirous of remov-
ing: the event ‘anfwered my' expe@ation, for thortly after his
pardon, he became the immediate means of bringing in his mafter
and the' whole confederacy.

“The other charadter/is BABOO ROOP DEO, the Zemindar of

the Talooka of Rooney, who for above ten years hasgiven his ut-

moft affiftance to every officer alting in this country, ef pecially thofe.

who have been employed againft Jagernant Déo, viz. Captain
(now C‘o!) Cummings, Captain ‘Brooke, and myfzlf; this has
produced the moft' inveterate hatred againft hith from- all that
party, and what may feem ftrange, he is equally difliked by the
Bierboom Rajah, which appeared in a confpicuous light after
Captain Brooke’s leaving this quarter ; for under a plea of balances
due for ten years back, he applied for a detachment, by which he

drove
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Roop Deo out of the country, plundered kim of all he had,
4nd fet another perfon, a coufin, in his place ; on my getting the
charge of the country, Roop Deocamé to me begzing for jultice,
and that protection which his many fervices ‘entitled him to; 1
granted him the fatter in full 3 but unwilling to difturb the diftrick
by a reverfal of authority, told Roop Deo he muft wait il the
clofe of the year (then fix months old) when 1 would divide the
diftri&, which was now put into my charge, between him and the
incamberit s this was in September 1774 310 February 1775, began
the war with Jagernaut Deo, wherein Roop Deo followed me at
his own expence, without any dependence but promifes;  and
was the only perfon whogave true intelhigence, in which fervices
{everal of his people were cut off. In April X made the divifion
of the diftri& 3 but in July, the other Zemindar, difpleafed at
Roop Deo’s being reftored, though but to a part, concerted as 1
believe, with Jagernaut Deo, the plundering of Roop Deo’s
family ; for while 1 was at Deopoor, Roop Deo being with me,
Jagernaut Dco'ivi_th' his whole force made an attack upon Rooney,
and deftroyed every thing belonging to Roop Deo, at the fame
time that the property of the confin was left untouched ; this
appearcd fo palpable . piece of villainous collufion, that T imme-
diately gave pofietlion of the whole Talooka to Roop Deo, fetting
the other and his family afide for ever thus the very means ufed
for his deftru@ion, promoted his fortune, and this faithful adhe-
rent at length received the reward due to his attachment and

integrity.

CURRUCK-
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. CURRUCKPOOR.~TAKOOR JAGERNAUT DEO.

T'he noife made in thefe diftrifts for years paft, on account of

this ‘mian thas been fo great, that a particular relation of the eircum-
feances of This ¢harader and condutwill be expeéted, which for

the fake of perfpicuity, and for the proof that the rebellions he has
headed, have originated: more: from others than from him, muft

‘commence from the time. of his. predeceflor, whofe name was

LUCHMIN DEO_.---Th-is man, from whom the town and fort
of Luchmipoor tuke their name, was pofiefied of extraordinarily
great’ qualities, and in his wild and favage diftriéts, exercifed all

“the duties of a good fub_)c& to- Government; an able and juft
‘ruler to his fubjedts, and a brave and allive leader of his. feodal
foldiers : it'was the capacity of. this one man, which formed his

troops to a degree of fkill and intrepidity, that made him formi-
dable to all hisneighbours, and almoft entirely independent of

‘Mazafter Ali, theRajah of Curruckpoor; who rebelling againft
- Government,: and fammoning: Luchmin Deo as his vaflal, to
affit him with his troops, was anfwered, that he ‘was 2 fervant

to the Subah, and ifs Muzaffer. Ali forgot his duty, it was po
Jeffon for him to follow 3. the Rajah. attempting to cuforce obedi-

. ence was repulfed, and ever after totaily difregarded.

Luchmin Deo died in 1755, and’ leaving na-iffue, adopted
Jagernaut Deo, fon, to his. brother Kirrum Deo, then about
feventeen years of age~—TFor this boy he entertained a ftiong
Afedion when he was young, but before his death he repented
of the adoption, on obferving the unfteady and inconftant con-

? I dudt
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dul of Jagernaut Deo, which was eternally vatying according "

to the laft advice given him 5 and that far from having any idea,
of enforcing due obedience from his inferiors, he was {ometimes
fattered, fometimes intimidated by the very chiefs, who, on Luch~
min Deo’s death, were to be his vaflals: befides whxch his extra~

vagance was fuch as promifed to annihilate more than the entire

revenue produced in his whole diftri& ; of courfe it required no
very great difcernment to perceive -that he muft very foon be in-
volved in difputes with Government on the fubject of rents,

L

The commencement of Jagernaut Deo’s government was fuit.
able to this chara@er 5 engaged in every fpecies of expence and
debauchery, he diffipated every rupee he could: lay his hands on,
which by the way, was not much, for the Baboos of his family
percciving his inattention to every thing but pleafure, very foon
refufed ‘to pay any thing for their refpetive divifions of  thie
country ; and being at the head of all the feodal foldiery, they
had' little fear of 'his ever being able to' compel them to obedi-

‘ence, as Tauchmin Deo had fréquently done, by means of hired

troops; fince Jagernaut Deohad by means of his own extravagance
deprived himfelf of the fources of wealth to pay them with 3 they
affured him, however, that they were ready to fight for him to
the laft extremity, and that thus united, they were more than a
match forany force that could be fent againft them : in this ftate
they continued fome time; in 1761 of 1762, the Nabob Mir
Coflim, having feizedon Rajah Muzaffer Ali by fome ftratagem,
fent one Golab Roy as his Aumil, to colleét the diftriét of Cur-
ruckpoor on the part of Government ; this man who had a la'ge
force of the Nabob's regimented Scpoys and other troops under

his
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his command, determmgd to make an atterapt to {7 ubjugate Jager-
‘naut Deo, and impofe fuch a tribute on him as he thought
‘propers with this view he made a. fadden incurfion into thae

country, at the time when all the grain had been cut and laid up
for threfhing; and as the Buyahs were quite off their guard, he
got into the very heart of their country by one march of twenty
cofs, and took pofleffion of feveral of the principal magazines,—

The Buyahs were at firft ignorant of his force and defigns, bur

when they found what they were, they determined not to fub-
mit ; however, as they dreaded the force which the Nabob, who
then refided at Monghier, might fend into the country in cafe

“of their affaulting his Aumil, they endeavoured to bring Golab

Raoy to fome agreement, but in vain, as he would not abate from
his firft demands 5 they then refolved as a laft effort, to addrefs
the Nabob himfelf, and for that end difpatched a2 Vakeel to re-
prefent their cafe, and to affure his excellency that they were
ready to pay the fame tribute as his predeceffors had always re-
ceived from Luchmin Deo, and they hoped his excellency would
accept that, and not drive theta to defpair; to this the Wabob
replied by a Perwannah, giving them to undecftand. that he had
not given orders for any encreafe of their tribute, and that they
were to be guided by the Sunnud he granted Jagernaut Deo about
two years before.—~With  this reply, the Vakeel returned ; upon
which the Buyahs, who were now relieved from every apprehen-
fioh on the fide of the Nabob, immediately refolved to attack all
the pofts eftablifhed by Golab Roy, and.cut them off in. one
night; to effe@ this, {ecrecy and filence werk negeffary, to pre-
ferve the latter of  which they determined torufé no firc arms, and

o otcupy the roads leading from ond peft: to the other; fo. that

1 no
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no, ftragglers might efcape to carry intelligence ; Golab Roy had
pofted three hundred Burcundafies dt a place called (Jumdah, two
hundred and fifty at another five cofs diftant, called Kudhar, two
companies of the Nabob’s Sepoys in the fort of Luchmipoor,
three cofs from Jumdah ; and was himfelf with-about one thou-
fand Burcundafles at Durrumpoor, about four cofs from Luchmi-
poor, not in the leaft {ufpeding an attack, as the Buyahs had
made no kind of movement for two or three mﬁnths

The Buyahs led on by Jagernauc Deo, began their attack on
Kudhar about eight at night, and cut off that party to a man;
by about one in the morning they got to Jumdah, and fo effec-
tually furprifed the party there, that of the three hundred not
above thirty clcaped: by day-break they furrounded the fort of
Luchmipoor, and furmimoned the Sepoys to lay down' their arms
and march out, or that they fhould thare the fate of the other pofts,
whofe ftory they related, and fhewed their {poils;. the Sepoys,
however, thought there was lefs danger m refufing, than com-
plymg with their requeft, and therefore: told them they were
ready to march out, but would not deliver up: their arms, as if
they did, his Exce&lleu[‘y would difmifs them all from his fervice;
after {ome debate, Jagernaut Deo informed them that they might
march out with their armis, but that it behoved them to be careful
how they behaved on the march, for that if any irregularity was
committed, he would attack them inftantly s this they agreed to,
and marched out accordingly, the Buyahs:attending them to
Durrumpoor 3 when' they arfived there rhey informed Golab Roy
that if he would inftantly quit the country, they would offer
him no injury, but thatif he refifed; they would inveft the fort,

: and
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and whrmever he was qbkged to leave it for want of water or pro-

vifions, not a man of hns p.nty {houid efcape—Golab Roy re-

fle@ing on, and frxghtcncd at the fate of his other pofts, agreed

_to this, and quitred the country, the Buyahs attending him all

the way; and {ome of his followers havmg been guilty of fomc |

irregularities, were fired upon, and feveral of them killed.

In this manner did thq_Buy'ahs.rggziin pofleffion of their country,
and it is not furprifing that a wild and uncivilized people, thould
form from this the moft fanguine opinion of their own military
charater, and defpife all ideas of dependence, —Add to this, that
Muzaffer Ali the Rajah of Curruckpoor, having ‘made his efcape,

owing to the diftrefs and flight f_.)f the Nabob Mir Coffim, rtturngd-

to his diftri&, and threw off all kind of obedience to Government ;
the Buyah chicfs having now fo fair an opportunity of indulging
their own fpirit of plunder under the fan&ion of his name, laid
afide all thoughts of paying any revenue to him or to Govern-
ment, and plundered the territories of their neighbours all round ;
every thing paffed for the alt of Muzaffer Ali, though he was {o

" far from haying any weight with thefe chiefs, that on being

obliged to fly through their diftrick to avoid a detachment of our
troops which was fent againit him in 1766, they plundered the
greateft part of his baggage; at Jength he being made a prifmier
in 1768, and the civilized parts of Curruckpoor being fettled, the
true ftate of affairs began to appear; the tribute of the Jungle
Terry {ubjeét to Jagernaut Deo, was demanded to be paid to the
Honourable Company, in the fame manner as it had been before
paid to Muzaffer Ali; but the Buyah chiefs intoxicated by the
former. fuccefles and impunity, and imagining they fhould have

5 as
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as formerly, only Indoftany Aumils with their rabble nf Peons o |
deal with, made but little account of the fummions, and conuhued

to proceed, as if they were independent mafters of their cauntry.

unluckily the detachment of Purgunnah Sepoys who were fent
in aid of the Foujdaars, did not make any impreffion on the Buyah
chiefs, but ufually returned more expeditioufly from their incurs
fions than they advanced to them.—In the year 1770, on the ap-
pointment of European Gentlémen to fuperintend :}m colle@ions
of the refpective diftricts, Jagernaut Deo fent his Vakeels into the
Colletor of the divifion to which ke was fubordinate, and as
on this occafion, his Agents had an opportunity of acquiring -
fome knowledge of our ftrength, and mode of fupporting the au-
thority of Government, he was on their information convinced
of the neceffity of his laying afide his ideal independency, and
paying his tribute; and he even confented to pay a tribute more
confiderable than that formerly colleéted by the Cur ruckpoor
Rajahs ; in this, however, he foon found that he.had been pres
maturc, for all his Baboos refufed to contribute any thing towards

; but told him that they were ready, as ufual, to fupport his
111depcndence with their lives; this reduced him to the neceffity

‘of breaking off his engagement with Government, or paying the

whole tribute from his divifion. Ia théfe cir cumﬁanccs Buflumbar
Sing, the brother of Jeflmont Sing, who has been mentioned be-
fore, and who was then his chief céunfellor, advifed him to lay the
true flate of the cafe before Government, and apply for fome force
to compel the Baboos to pay their proportion, On the firft advice
of this, they aflaffinated Buffumbar Stng, and endeavoured.to do
the fame to Jeflmont Sing, but he found means to efcapc, and
fecure himfelf in the fort of Ture. By the death of Buffumbar

Sing,
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Sing, the meafure of applying to Government for aid (whmh was -

the only one by which the aﬁ'alrs of the Zemindary could have
been put upon a footing to anfwer his engagements) was totally

" laid afide, the revenues fell every year in arrears, and thefe ba-

lances were always carried on in the name of Jagernaut Deo, he
being the Zemindar, in faét, though poffefled of as little authority

as the ancient kings of Europe had over their potent barons.

In this fate things continued till ghe end of 1772, or com-
mencement of 1773, when the Gentlcma%who was then Collec-
tor of that diftrié, thought that a perfo&pl vifit to the country
would induce ]1gernaut Deo to pay off bus balances ; accordingly
he fet out, and took with higt two companies  of Purgunnah
Sepoys which were under his authority; he had previoufly fent
a Jematdar’s party, to remain at Luchmipoor, till the balances
thould be paid; but principally, I believe, to difcover whether
there was any chance of his being oppofed when he fhould attempt
entering that country himfelf. '

Neither Jagernaut Deo nor any of his Baboos made any open
obje&ion to this; but when afterwards they heard that the Col-
leftor himfelf was approaching with a larger force, they fufpeted
that fome hoftilities would be attempted, and all the feodatories
were ordered to their ftations, to be ready in cafe of emergency:
Jagernaut Deo declares, and many of the people of the country
confirm the affertion, that he gave the moft pofitive and particu-
lar orders to all the people, that no kind of impediment fhould be

Igwcn to the Colleor, but that they difobeyed his orders.—TIt is

certain
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certain, ﬂhalt ihe C‘oileé’ton 8 road lay unhapp;ly thmufh a ﬁmng
pafs, -wlnch ‘was occupicd by one of the moft turbulent of the

Babms, and one moft mtercﬁed to keep thmgs in confufon i be
ﬁnng commenced as made him thmk a retreat the wifeft move-
“ment he could make; nobody was ktlled however, whacf\ makes
it probable, that they only did it by way of trymg what fort' of

enemy they were to expects but the event was decifive, for the

Colle&or quitted the colintry immiediately, and convinced that
thefe revenues were got to be'collected by his Purgunnah Sepays,
he applied-to governmifint for affiftance.
& . g i

The ¢orps of light infantry w‘ﬁs’"accoi-ding!y of‘dére;} into Jager-
naut Deo's country, to enforce the payment of his balances,—
and Captain Brooke did march into that country in April 1773,
having previoufly fummoned Jagernaut Deb to fettle his reve-

nues; but Biffan Sing, the Zemindar of Mundar, which lays._,"

clofe to the frontiers of Jagernaut Deo’s country, who was in-
trufted with this fummons, never fent it; this the Buyzhs fay,
and Biffan Sing makes but a feeble vindication of himfelfs nor is
it probable i€ this fummons had arrived, Jagernaut Deo would
have expofed bis country to deftru@ion, by fruitle(s oppofition
to fuch a force as the corps of light infantry, co-operated with by
three companies of Brigade Sepoys,yalting under the colleQor of
Bauglepoor, and two companies of Purgannah Sepoys, adting
under the Colleéor of Monghier; nay, even if he had refolved
on oppofition, every perfon acquainted with thefe people knows
very well, that fhey never will affume a ftyle of infolence or
defiance, but will profefs unlimited obedience and humility, at

the
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the very time they arein. arm& agamﬁ you; I doubt not thereﬁm,

thar: had that tummons got to Jagﬁnmnt Deo, he would have

difpatched a Vakeel inflantly, with a moft humble reprefentation

of his fidelity and obedience, and not (as Biffan Sing told Captain

' Brooke) have torn the fummons, and fent him word that he did
not know who he was: the motive which influenced Biffan Sing
to this condud was in all probability, a deﬁrc to fee the power of
that family rcduced, which had been fo formidable to all its neigh-
bours, and amongit others to himfelf~—Dbe chis as it may, on re-
ceipt of this anfwer, Captain Brooke advaniced into that country
with'a determination to lay it wafte, tillJagernaut Deo fhould
fubmit ; ancl liad this planibeen pcrfcvere'é i, it-would have been
by far the baﬁ, and indeed fhe or:ly one of any efficacy againft

i thefe peolﬂc ; but, by mtcllxgcnce he had received, he wagled to

believe, that Jagernaut Deo, together with his fumily, and every
thing of any value, were all fhut up in the fort of Ture, and that
the taking of that would be decifive of the fate' of the whole
CQun-trj. ‘Though this was very far from being the cafe:in any of
thefe particularq, yet one good arofe from it, which was, that the
Buyahs (who well knew where their property, &c. was) wére
dlfappmntud in their expeétation of feeing the battalion march for
Jumdah and Lu.chm:poor. where they were prepared to receive
them in their full force, having lined the avenues to thofe places
with all the troops of the diftrict.—~However, though this danger
wasavoided, yet the expeditinn to Ture was not unattended with
lofs, for when Jelfmont Sing faw "the progrefs of the battalion
marked with hoftility, and that it had advanced in that manner
to within about two cofs of his boundary, he difpatched a part
of his force into a ftrong bamboo Jungle, which extends from

K the
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the lmundary to flre town and fort of Turet' upan ?thve: wta{’mﬁ
entering this Jungle, the Buyahs bepan fiting, and Eaht.; wed till the .
battalion had got through, but with litele execution ; the bnttﬁlian
came out of the Jungle very near the fort, where' Jellmont S'ing
was with his principal force, but not'a fhot was fired from thence,
which joined to other circumftances, made Captain, Brooke beheve
the fort was deferted. A party of Srpoys fent to draw off the ﬁp
of the fort in cafe it fhould not be deferted, ncgle&mg the urders
Captain Brooke gave them, ran up to the very ditch ; from w‘hxch
few of them returned, and many others foilnwmg them to the

fame place a great: lofs enfued, and the battalion unaﬁ’ﬁcd with"
guns, ladders or any thmg elfe but cheir firelocks, wp:;&abhge& to
draw off, though headed by an officer whofe military reputanom

is too defervedly great, to require any eulorrmm of ‘mine, and
who, upon this, as upon allother occations, did every thing that
was to. be dones~—The battalion after this, leﬂxamcd encamped a
few cofs from Ture, near two months, waiting for guns to attack
the fort, and in the interim: the enemy found means to carry off all
their property fromevery part of the country unmolefted ; when
the guns arrived, an attack was defigned, but theenemy, who bad
till' then ftaid in.the ?nrr, now left it, and Captain Brooke caufed
it to be deftroyed ; after this, Captain Brooke cantoned duringf.the

raing, at Chackye, and ufed all his endeavours to induce Durrum’

Deo, or Miguel Sing, who were ncareft in blood to Jagernaut Deo,
to come in and take charge of 'the country, in order effeftually to
excludg Jagernaut Deo after fome time Miguel Sing came, upon
advice of which, Jagernaut Deo finding that they were likely to
make their neacs and probably svould do itat his expence, he being
esprefsly excluded from pardon,: fied from thecountry, and took

At ‘Up
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“up his’ ;r*e'fideﬁceﬁﬁf:i-s_e#am:g;ggg ‘with the 'Rag"ﬂh Biffan Silxg.a—Tﬁe
‘country was given in charge to Miguel Sing—Whether this man
ferioufly intended to endeavour to ‘keep pofféfiion of this Zemin-
‘dary for himfelf, or whether (which is moft confiftent with the
prejudices and characters of thefe people;) he only wanted the
handling of the revenues with defign to quit his engagements
. with Ca_p'l-"a'_i,n- Brooke, and rejoin his old friends ag foon as he had
sot what he-could, s 4 point impoflible now to prove either way,
for foon after the time 1-mention, he failed in payment of his
_rents, and wis therelipon deprived of all eruft and confined from

which period we may date all' the fubfeqent vonfution, which .

endediin a general confederacy for reftoring Jagernaut Deo,—for
upon the confinement of Migucl Sing, confidence ended on hath
fides; Captain Brooke was afraid to truftany of that famuly with
the country or révenues, and they on their' part were as diffident

of .relying on promifes of fecurity and fupport from him; the

effeéts were correfpondent to the caufes, they began to lay the
bafig.of a re-union with Jageruaut Deo, and Captain Brooke de-

termined o colledl the country Khafs, of courfe to fet afide all

_the branches of that family, to which meafure (of it(elf fuffici-
ently odious to the whole eountry) was added another which' pre-
cipitated the general confederacy to altion fooner than otherwile
would have happened ; this was an attempt to difarm all the feodal
foldiery. Upon this occafion, a great quantity of arms were at
firft got hold of by an unexpected feizure of all the chiefs, who
wete yet within reach; but as foon as the defign was difcovered,
all the remaining arms which were by far the greatelt part, were
fecreted, and from this inftant, there was no reafonable foundation

46 hope for a continvance of peace.~The Jaghiers of all the
K 2 . chiefs
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who had always hitherto lived in eafe and idlenefs—1 leave it to

ents of government, to acquire a real knowledge of the ftate of
the countrv, from the Zemindars and inhabitants of it; Ifound

[ 4630 At
chiefs. and ie"dal foldiery were fezzcd on and colle@ed Khafs, and i |
thofe men had the alternative of ftarving or turning Flﬁug&men,_--" iy

any perfon to judge of the degree to which they muft have de~ "
tefted the prefent, and regretted the former Government. The »
univerfal with was, that the country thould rather lie wafte for
¢ver, than be poffefied by Government upon terms which feem:d-. t.v |
to the Zemindars, the very height of o_pprcﬂi@u,_ and rwt.hmg ik
prevented their inftantly flying to ‘arms, and difperfing all the Riots
who had fettled, but the fear that Miguc-l Sing, who was {till a i, >
prifoner, fhould be made to anfwer for it with his life, ki

As this brings me to the pei-ibd when the Jungle Terry was K
put under my charge with all thefe inauflpicious circumftances,
I muft digrefs from the {ubjeé a little, juft to obferve, that very
foon after 'my appointment to this command, and as foon as I :
quitted the partial and felf-interefted informations of the depend- ;- &

that the whole fettlement of the Curruckpoor Jungle Terry, was
made vpon fuch a footing, that nothing but urter confufion’ was
to be expefted, and that in a very fhort time :—as I knew how- =
ever, that Jugernaut Deo had been reprefented to Governmentin
fuch terms, that nothing could be done in his behalf without ex~
prefs orders from the board; nay, that this very fettlement had
been confidered as folid and durable, I therefore made a propofal
for power to endcavour to bring him to come in, as I was fenfible
a very fhort time mufk put an end to all poffibility of colleting
the country Khafs, of courfe that it was berver to fecure the

2 future
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future peace of it, by reﬁcmng this Zem.udar under propet hmzt-

' ations, than be compellea to difengage it from confufion, by gw-
ing it to any one who would take it, which I knew muft ulti-

mately ‘be the cafe, if the enemy (as wis probablc they would)
fhould avoid running any rifk from encountering our troops, aad
only keep the country in confufion by robbery, and preventing
the inhabitants from cultivating their lands; fince, when once a
Zemindar has beenexpelled his country, and all hopes of pardon

- excluded, there is no further injury can be done to him, nor

would he be caught in thefe Jungle countries, if you thould pur-

{ue him for a century.—"The important bufinefs in which govern-

ment was ‘at that time engaged, prevented my letters being
anfwered ; foon after, finding that a general confederacy was plan-
ning at Serampoor, for invading the Curruckpoor Jungle Terry,
at the feafon when government fhould expeét to reap the benefit
of the Khafs collection, and by laying the country wafte, and
difperfing the Riots, to reduce government to the neceffity of re-
ftoring the Zemindars to prevent a conftant and fruitlefs expence:
—as Curruckdea was not under my authority at the time, 1
could do nothing againft the confederacy while theré,-—-l thercfore
applied to government, to put that diftri€t under my charge, and

authorize my proceeding immediately againft the abettors of

Jagernaut Deo, (if they were determined not to permit his fub-
miflion) which I knew would produce a diverfion of fufficient
length, to enable the revenue fervants to colle@® the _]"ungle
Terry of Curruckpoor unmolefted,—after which, conciliatory
meafures might be purfued with the better grace, but the em-
ployment of the board pmwntcd the timely anfwering of this
addrefs alfo.

By

S,
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By this time, the confederacywas ﬁrengthened by the ateeﬁi,m | .- L i

of almoft every Zemindar who had felt an ‘encreafe of tr;b‘dt&a_ :
but itill they were' reftrained from action by the. confinement of
Miguel Sing, and 1 on my part, could ufe no means for hreakmw
it, without orders from Calcutta. I

At this critical junéture, two circumftances happened, whicl "
brought on immediate hoftilitics, the one was my b@mg com«
pelled for the prefervation of my life from a ruoft” violent fever,
to quit the Jupgles and proceed to Burdwan, which the Buyahs |
imagined, put a ftop to all military or political proceedings till ¥
fhould return; the other was the death of Miguel Sing 5 this hap-
pened early in January 1775.~—As foon as'1 beard of ity 1 knew
what was to be expeted, but was at this time rendered by my
ficknefs incapable of rifing from my bed, 1 fent fuch orders,
however, as 1 thought would beft provide againft the evil appre-
hended, and again advifed government of the ftate of affairs,——
Every day now teemed with intelligence of the flight of all the
former feodatory chiefs, and their partly difarmed followers, who
had remainéd fullen in their refpective villages, from the time
that the Khafs {ettlement took place ; every inftant a.general in~
vafion was expected of every one of the Khafs difiris;—1I had ar
this time juft got ftrength enough to go about, but fenfible.of the
emergency of the cafe, 1 determined to return to my ftation-—
Tuft at this time, the difiriCt of Curruckdea was placad under my
authority, upon which I immediately fet off, determined to march
my battalion to Serampoor, and fee if 1 could not even yet difap-
point the intended invafion ; for this purpofe, 1 proceeded with all

~ poflible difpatch, and to prevent any lofs of time, I ordered the

battalion
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battalion t;i"-a_dvﬁﬁée to a place on the way to Serampoor, where 1

purpofed joining it; but all my precautions were of no avail, the

encﬁny. had already entered the country in large bodies, under

cover of thofe immenfc jungles which overfpread the diftrict, the

Riots of the country, partly from affeGion, partly from fear, kept

the fecret of their {everal places of rendezvous fo well, that it

was problematical whether they were actually arrived or not, and

the firlt certain advice I had, was the day after I came to the

corps; when a general attack was made upon the out-pofts,

which Captain Brooke had ftationed for preferving the peace of

“the countky,- and which I had not ventured to withdraw, as I
knew that arrangement had met with public approbation : fome

of thefe were almoft entirely cut off; others were driven from

their pofts with great lofs, and all that were within reach of me,

to prevent their misfortuue, I immediately called in, and proceeded

. after the enemy, who conftantly avoided coming near the batta-

liony and continued plundering and laying wafte the country ; the

w fequel'of this is well known, and moft minutely detailed in my

correfpondence with the Honourable Board : itended (whenevery
other meafure had been tried in vain) in the country being given

** to Roopnarain Deo, the fon of Jagernaut Deo, upon condition of

the father’s coming in on a promife of'“per{'onal fafety, and refiding
with me, which he has done, and it is fince that,. that the true
{prings of every thing have been known, as alfo the real charaéter
of this chief, which I think is neither fo good nor {o bad, as it
has been defenbed.

As to the noife his name formerly made, it arofe’ more from
the depredations of his Baboos, thax from any thing very dif-
tinguithed

S
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tinguifhed on hm pm:t, though he certamly docs pot want dor .

courage, as has been fometimes thought ~The ﬂattefmﬁ O.f by

followers, and his {uccefs agam& Golab Roy, and the Purgunﬁah,

detachments, certainly made him form a very undue opinion of

his own and his followers military powers, of which he is now:

very fenfible. &

That he was raifed to the head of fo great a confederacy, was
_partly owing to his charadter, partly to extenfive family con-
nexions, but more than ally to the perfecution he underwent from
Government, and the fcheme of colle@ing his country Kha%’s,-",
which the other Zemindars thought was only prefatory. to a
fimilar treatment of their countries alfo, and that therefore, the
caufe was as much theirs, as it was his ;—acenclufion {b natural,”
thatl don't fee how any ather could have been drawn from thefé
premifes, and which might afford a leflon to all Governments, if
fuch were wanting ;=never to furnifh any gencral principle, any |
point of union, which. may ferve as the frandard for a confederacy w
to fly to, with the external appearance of only being firuggling
againit oppreflion, and the invafion of their juft rights.

" ~ i

As to the reft of his charater, he is liberal to his inferiors, | M
even to extravagance, and {o affable and polite in his behaviour to
them, that they bear him the higheft affection : he is expenfive
and addicted to pleafure ; but I'cannot conclude without adding to
the lift of his virtues, fincerity and gratitude, which he has a
Jarger thare of than falls to moft of hiscountrymen wi},om 1 have * b
feen.

BABOO
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{'B&BOO-RO;OPN-&-RE)NDEO,e-the for of Jagernaut Deos
he cannot while his father lives, affuime the title of Takoor, and
though he is at prefent to every intent Zemindar of that country,
yet his youth makes it difficult to fay with precifion, what bis
charaéter ma.jr turn out to be; much will depend upoh the manage-
ment of him on the part of Government, and if he falls into bad
courfes, it will probably originate from igt_zomhce- on that fide.

BABOOS DURRUM DEO, KEIM KURRUN DEO, ADJET SING,
SUNKER SING, NYNE SING, TIRBOON SING, MANGUN SING;

JEDBUR SING, ADJMIER SING, the firft and fecond of whom, sre

firft coufins to Jagernaut Deoj’ the third and fourth are fons of
Miguel 8ing 5 and the laft five, (defcendants of five chiefs who were
brothers, and therefore ave them{elves called the five brothers,) are
the heads of the feodal foldiery, and 1 will venture to fay from
my knowledge of them, that they never will be of any fervice to
Government, or to their Zemindar, for any other end than war
and rapine.—~Thefe are all the charaders I think deferving of

notice, for as to the Zemindars of the Bauglepoor and Colgong

Jungle Terry, it may be faid in every fenfc of the word, that

. they poffefs no chara&er at all.
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Will now beg leave to offer my opinion as to what I think the_;-

beft method of governing thefe countries, fo as to render them
a fecurity, inftead of a very confiderable danger to thefe provinces,
and as the end of my writing this fketch, 1s to convey tiuth and
 formution, not to facrifice to prejudice, 1 fhall proceed to it
without any regard to the fuggeftions of the votaries of profef-
Gonal diftinétion, who from fympathy may be apt to conclude,
that T am influenced to prefer this plan by the neceffity it induces
for keeping up military command here «—1I thall with equal frec-
dom propofe a diminution of the prefent revenue, which will of
courfe be approved, if I fhew that upon the whole fuch a meafure
will be an advantage ro Government, or rejeéted, if I fail to pro-
duce fufficient arguments to that end. :

I fhall lay it down as the bafis of this plan, that the Rajahs of

* the mountains and jungles extending from the Mahrattah bound-

ary fouth, to the plain countries of Midnapoor Burdwan, Bier-
baom, Bauglepoor, Mo-nghicr, and Bahar, north, are the natural
and proper defenders of the honourable Company’s provinces
againft the Mahrattahs on that fide; and that thofe_prdvinces would
be {afer through the affe@ions and feodal fervices of thefe petty
chiefs, fupported by a {mall rcgular force, than with almoft any

force that could be fpared for protefting this frontier in time of
' general
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_geqe-f_al warfare, if thofe chieftaing, inftead of attachment, thould

feel the fentiments of refentment and difaffection towards ns.

I fhall juft beg leave to call to mind, that all the pafles leading
from the Mahrattah territories into Bengal and Bahar, are within
our own boundary, and that they are poffefled by the R‘!]dhb of
the relpective limits through which they paﬁ behind is a fecond
line of Chokeydary Gautwallies conftituting the Jungle Terry.—
Almoft all the inhabitants are armed, and hold lands of their re-
fpeﬁlivé-:chicfsi on the feodal tenure, the chiefs were formerly bound
by the fame ties to the State, a flight tribute and the prote@ion of
the frousier againft all invafions from the fouth.~—The Government
of Hindoflan thought thefe people were the natural defence of the
frontiers, and of courfe that it was neceflary by every means to
attach them to the State, and to make their pnvate interelts coin-
cide with that of the public; left diffatisfied with a government

from which they felt more evil than good, they thould invite,

rather than oppofe, the entrance of an enemy intc the provinces,
1 doubt not, that this politick refletion had as much weight in
preventing the native Governors of Bengal from attemipting to
levy a heavier tribute from thefe countries, 25 any deficiency of
troops fit for fuch a fervice.—~Their conduét was certainly judicis
ous—That an armed peafantry, if attached to the State, may. do
infinite injury to an invader, however formidable, in a country
naturally ftrong, we need look no farther for a ftriking proof,
than the inftance of the oppofition given by the peafants of
Poland, to a vi&orious army, led on by Charles the Xilth. of
Sweden,~—Had thofe peafants been difgufted with the State, and
expetted a change for the better in their own fituation, from a

L2 change
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change of mafters, there is fcarcely room for a doubt, that they
would have condued the véry army, which, in other e’;i_fu’:uﬁ;-'
ftances they oppofed, nor could any body of re.gﬁlar. forces
ftationed there, have cumpénﬁlted for, or counitcrbﬁlancéd-__tfheir
difaffe@ion 3 for an invading army is feldom deficient of force,
but almoft always in point of intelligence, and it behoves the
State liable to invafion, to take care '-the‘y do not obtain it from
any defection of their own people.~—I will not, ho_,wé\rér-, take up
your time, Sir, with general reafonings upon principles too clear
to be difputed ; but proceed at once to apply them to the cafe for
which this is writtens I mean the State of thig fronticr within
and without,

Within, we have by military force and operations impofed a
tribute much higher than ever had been paid Before ; but take all
thefe countzies throughout, I believe you will find, Sir, this in-
creafed tribute does not amount to eight annas per man, of thofe
who have thereby been alienated from the State ; and what are
thefe people? not wretched, fpiritlefs, vnarmed Bengallies, in-
habiting a plain centrical country, neither formidable by charater -
or fituation ; but an armed people, martial, proud, and independ-
ent, and conftituting, by their fituation, the only barrier we poflefs
againfi that enermy, from whom more than from all others, the
State may fu[’rl—:r_ greateft lofs in its wealth and population,

This increafed tribute has reduced the Zemindars from eafy to
ftraitened circumftances, and m.an}; of the younger branches of -
their families, to be withoutany fupport; in fuch circumftances,
need I fay, that the whole body of the people are diffatisfied.—

Let
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'Let no feefs be laid on thfem paying :heu revenues ; the prefence
~ of your trdops, and the great atrention of your officers on thefe

ferﬂccs, to I‘E‘.ﬁdﬁr'ﬂlélt Government and them elves popular, and

agrﬁ&ab!e to thefe fayage and martial chiefs, have hitherto effected
this: but thefe people have as yet had no temptations from with-
out; you have but juft began to be at war with the Mabirattahs,

and have as yct experienced no neceflity for removing to other

places, thofe bands which hitherto have held together this crazy’

fabrick ; let but that happen before fome meafures. are taken to
prevent the confequences, and I doubt not, that a {cene of uni-
verfal confufion will enfue: nor do I think any addition of force
which could be fpared, would avail'to keep out an invafion from
the fouth, while the whole body of the people/are difiatisfied with
our Govertment.—A man, from a fuporficial view, might fup-

pofe every thing very folid and well compounded ; but 1 have an:
opportunity of feeing bebind the curtain, and cain affert, that it is

by no means fo. : '

- With refpeét 'to ithe outfide of this' frontier, the Mahrattah
diftri@s ace divided from ours, generally fpeaking, by anideal line 5
the ‘Z;erhi‘nda:s on both fides are in many places clofely conpeled ;
a negotiation thiough that medium, might be {et on foot by the
Mahrattah Government in a few days. !

If they offered powerful bribes, while our borderers, generally
diffatisfied, are alfo impoverifhed, and by no- ties united to the
State, do you think, Sir, they would have virtue enough to refift
the temptation, or indeed would it be any virtue to-do fo? The
anfwer I fear is plaitv and negative : a body of Mahrattalis thus

2 mtroduced
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introduced into ;.,r}i‘ej heart of ﬂzg‘ Province. of Béﬂgal, would in
fix hours infliét greater lofs than, the revenues of all thefe frontier
countries put together, amount to in a years, and whenevet they
fhould be compelled to fiy from your treops, (which would not be: |
very fuddenly) their old allies, our bos derers, would find means
of getting them as fafely back as they advanced ; for as 1 f‘ud hew
fore, an army would not fuffice to guard all thefe paffes without
the aid and affections of our, own borderers; and with them, a
very little force would do a great deal, e

It has been before obferved, in oppoﬁt‘i@n to the idea of fub-
flitnting regular troops to thefe foodaterics, that none but the
natives of thefe countries could exift in thofe unwholefome moun-
taing and jungles, through which the pafies immediately lead ;
and I beg leave to call it to mind, as an argument of  the utmoft
lmportanuc for the reality of the fa& Iappeal to all the furgeons
and officers who have been on thefe fervices.—In 1774, when
Captain James Crawford was employed in reducing the frontier
Zemindaries of Pachete, he fixed fome pofts near the pafies lead-
ing from the Baugmoory Hills, and though they were weekly
relicved, yet fuch was the devaftation made in his battalion by
keeping up thofe pofts, that at one time he had near three hundred
men fick. The urgent neceflity of affairs, compelled him to
fupport this meafure, though the confequences were fo fatal, in
{pite of every precaution he could ufe ; which were fuch indeed,

as would not have entered into. the imagination of almoft any

perfon but him, who was one of the firft public and ‘private
chiratters 1 ever knew; I hope, Sir, you will.éxcufe this fmall
tribute to the merit of one of the deareft friends I ever had, whofe

memory
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“memory 1 fhall ever hold facred, and the lofs of whom, both to

" 'the p-g_hliék and. myfelf, as it ts irreparable, I fhall never ceafe

- ro Jamenita v e

Propofats forthe  T'hefe being the evils attending the prefent mode of govern-
future Government ) i . Ug T
of the Jungle Terry ment eftablithed in thefe countries, the remedies I beg leave to

offer to your confideration are as follows:

I. That the tribute now levied upon thefe countries, be reduced
to fuch a fum as the Zemindars fhall cheerfully and voluntarily
agree to pay';_,b“_l'n-di"'r_rg themfélves by machulkahs, and a moft
facred oath to be annually renewed, to fidelity and feodal fervices 3
each Zemindar having one of his ¢hitdren or neareft kindred,
always refiding with the commanding ‘officer of the divifion to
which he belongs, as a further fecurity and mark of obedience.~—
This plan to be made general th roughout the Mountains of Midna~
poor, Pachete, Naikpoor, Ramgu ¢, and Palamow ; as alfo through-
out the Jungle Terry of Bierhoom, Curruckdea, Guidore, and
Curruckpoor. 1am not well acquainted with the amount of the
revenues of any of thefe diftricts, excepting  thofe which have
been under my authority ; but I comjecture; that this deduétion
(by which many thoufands of armed men would be fecured to
the {ervice of ‘the State, to which they now only want in oppor=
tunity to fhew their enmity) would not amount to above one
Jack of rupees per annum; a fum which, T faid before, is not
equal to the lofs which would ‘be fuffered in fix bours by an in-

curfion of Mahrattahs.

§1. That

QL
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II. That !;hf.s Maﬂ'ﬁ la.nds in all thefe commgs, whrch ae. n@t,_' '
hﬂr.hta.ty lpm‘?f;xt;r, be gwm i Jaghmr, to. WOm-ou,*. Sapoyb in
the fervice, who fhall be encoumged and agree to fettle zbem,
with their families, on the tenure of feodal fervices.

\

III. That to:re.med.y t.hﬂ- fcar_city of money, th,e Zemindars be
allowed to pay in part of their rents in fuch articles produced in
their diftri€ts, as are not of a perifhable nature (fuch as iron and
dammah) at fixed prices; thefe goods to be carried at their ex-
pence to the Cutcherry of the divifion, and to be difpofed of by
contralt, for the company, or otherwife as may be dire@ted.——
The cultivation of opiwm may be attempted, _w.herel_ the foil will

admit of it,.and grain and -other provifions, may he reccived on

the fame terms, and lodged in magazines for the ufe of the
troops, in thefe and the neighbouring quarters, the old ftock
being annually difpofed of.

21V, That with refpe& to the adminiftration of juftice, the
Zemindary courts be allowed the power of adjufting all little
matters either civil or criminal, fubje@® however to appeal, in
the forrer cafes to the Commander, and in the latter, to the
Foujdary court of the diftri¢t; but that no confiderable cafe
be cognizable by the Zemindars; but referred {olely to the Com-
mander of the diftri&, who, in civil cafes, will decide according
to his inftru@tions from the Board, and in all cnmmal ones, W].H
lay them before the Foujdaar Adowlat. :

V. ‘T'hat as a force on the part of Government is abfolutely re-
quifite to fupport thefe feodal tmops, if attacked from without,
and
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putes and violence from withinj I beg leave to recommend, that
the whole of this fronticr be divided into three military come
mands, wiz. '

One to include all the frontier of Midnapoor, vk,

Mohurbunge,- - Burraboom and

Singboom 1 Mauboom

Dolboom SO i
The fecond, all that of Pacheit, vz,

Tomar and Patcoom, and the: Jungle Terry lying behind it,
Viz.
-
Of Pacheit Bierboom Curruckdea
Chackye and Curruckpoor.

The third, all that of Nagpoor, Ramgur and Palamow, wiz.

Nagpoor Burwah ‘Palamow
Toory Sheerganty = Ramgur

In order to give that degree of weight to the three officers com-
manding at thefe ftations, and that unity of authority ‘which is
abfolutely requifite in'fuch countrics, for the ends of intelligence
and adtion, without which, nothing effential can be effected by
them, I recommend it as abfolutely neceflary, that each do col-

M lect

and by 'ﬁiperior-aut}_iority to controul and keep them from all dife

.
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puidte, ‘and: aceount for it, in part of the difburfements of his
corps,—There: is. certainly no. neceflity for civil fervants being
employed in fuch trifling colle&ions, it occafions a divifion of
authority highly detrimental to the fervice, befides an immenfe
increafe of expences for ¥ believe, we may, oa an average, reckon
the charges of one civil colleftor, to be equal to that of three or
four military ones put together; and furely as to expediency, an

* officer, if he has common fenfe, can manage the account of fifty

Forts and Pofts
neceflary  for De-
fence and Commu-
nication.

or fixty thoufand rupees, as weil as if he had been bred up in a
counting houfe all his life.

Thefe three commands to be independent of each other; but to
keep up conftant comiunication and intelligence, and co=operate,
together for the general good, in cafe of public emergency, when
their forces might be oBliged to join, the eldeft officer would of
courfe commands T propofe this independence, becanfe/each muft
be the beft judge of what is proper in his own diflriét; but were
thofe three commands to aé under the authority of one perfon,

he would, from the nature of man, be for interfering in every ;

thing, and of courfe would often do fo, where he had but little
knowledge of the fubjeck.

As the cafy terms of tribute will render all compulfion to pay
it unneceflapy, the only pofts required; will: be againft. foreign
epewies s L canon this. peint only fpeak of the diftriéts under my:
authority, which can be entered from the fouth, by way of Ram-
gur, apd) Pagheity. o, fiom the: Bahar province to the weft and

1] P iitend north-

le€h the tribute fiom the Zemindars of his di‘"ﬁmk and’ appro- |
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north-weft: the true feene of adtion is the Jungle and pafies, but
the . troops ‘deftined for it fhould be ftationed near them, aad
-ﬁ:c-urcd -'ﬁ'om iu[ul-t:.

The fort at Chackya,a ﬁll’!y an&'w&s e&‘érjr fueh end with re-
fpu& to that pafs. {

That of C’urruek&ca, is 06 temote From thé pafs of that name,

and 1 therefore advife the ere@ing one at a {mall éxpente near

Gommah. Thefe two will effect every defencc and cummumca-

tion requifite towards Bahar. SRR A ‘-’{ i

v 1.‘

"Toward: Ramgut, 1 wgixld recommend to iepuir the fort of

Doomchaunfe, which is within two cofs of Corunkia, the grand
pafs from Ramgur to Currnckdea,

Towards Pacheit, T would propofe repairing the fort of Deow
poor, (fouth of Serampoor) which is within four cofs'of the
"Toondey pafs, leading from Pacheit to Curruckdea. Thefe two
forts would alfo keep open the communication with Bahar by way
of Curruckdea, in cafe the main body of the Jungle Terry com-
mand thould march to afiift that of Ramgur or Pacheit.

Breaftworks of f{tones and coatfe chunam, which c¢ould be
made here, might at a {mall expence be ereéted acrofs the princi-
pal pafles, with ftrong gates ; and fome of the many old cannon
lying about in different places, might be mounted, and added to
the firength of thefe breaftworks, with little or no expence;

which would render the accefs next to impoffible, when we were
M 2 fupported

b il A b | A T
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fupported wath thp grand eﬂ‘ennals, the aﬂ"e&xons' and intereft of
the nativas. j 1 : '

"This is the plan, T beg permiffion to offer for confideration, and
it s, as I elfewhere faid, an improvcmegt,fnotf an abrogation of )
the ancient Government; the feodal foldiefy are not only preferv-
ed, but fupported by the troops of Government, who at the fime

time will much more effeétually anlwer the end of controul over

thefe Jungle chiefs, than their former feodal lords poffibly could.

A {mall redu@ion of revenue takes place, but it is to fecure
the affeftions and fervices, and render yourfelves fafe from the
enmity of thoufands of your own armed fubjeéts, fituated be-
tween you and your moit formidable enemy: it is an act worthy
of the dignity and wifdom of a great political State as this is, and
cannot be combated upon any better grounds than the thort fighted
ichemes of ways and means, which never look beyond the pre-
fent hour. .

I know nothing that I can add to this fketch, but my earneft
wifh, that it may in any degree an{wer your intention and expect-
ation : as to the fuccefsful execution of the plan, I feel an entire
confidence, that nothing is requifite for enfuring that, but the

~fan&ion and approbation of that State, for whofe fervice it was

formed.

b SUPPLE-
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A S the people known by the denomination of the Mountaineers
of Rajhmahl, as well as the country they poflefs, are ‘utterly
different from thofe of the Jungle Terry ; 1 thought it would
moft effectually keep the accounts of both free from obfcurity, if
I concluded the tketch of the Jungle Terry firft, and gave that of
the Hills feparately.

It has been already remarked in the firft Se@ion, that thefe
Hills are not a_chain communicating with any c;rllers, but a
clufter of fmall Hills furrounded by the flat countries : the dif-
tricts fkirting them are as follows, beginuing at Sacra Gully.

1 Gongaperfaud—2 Tilliagurry—3 Colgong—4 Bauglepoor

5 Curruckpoor —6 Bierboom ~—2 Sultanabad-—8 Ammar

9 Rajhmahl —10 Jumnee, which ends at Sacra Gully, and
_completes their contour.

Thefe Hills are principally covered with wood, excepting
where it has been cleared away by the natives in order to build
their villages, and cultivate janaira, plaiﬁtains and yams, which,
' together

6L,
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the Jungle Terry, conftitute almoft the whole of the produétions
of thofe Hills : great numbers of {wine are allo bred by the
Mountaineers. i ) R

Every large Hill which has, or ever has had, a vi'liage on it,
bears a particular names and over every inhabited Hill, is a chief
called 2 Mangee, who | is to every intent a feodal Lord; his Riots
called Dungareahs, are alfo. his foldiery, and pay him implicit
obedience; the compad between them is, that in all plunder, one

half goes to the Mangee and his family, the other half is divided

among the Dung_'\rmh-s ; and of their cultivation one ﬁxt_een_th of
all produtions is paid to the Mangee in kind; but thefe chicfs
never have paid, nor in fa& ever could pay, any thing to Govern-
ment. R \ '

"The inhabitants of thefe Hills are not poflefled of any caft, nor do
they come withiu any one of the clafles of Hindoos: of all things
forbidden to the different tribes of Hindoos, not one is forbidden
to them ; they have barely an idea of a Supreme Being, whom
they worthip under the figure of a black ftone, and the name

of Ruxey Davey: the Prieft to this Deity, is chofen upon the

faith of fuppofed infpirations, under the powers of which (but
generally in fa&, under that of fpititoous liquors) he has been
agitated by convullive motions, much in the ftyle of the Delphic
Prieftefs, who, perhaps, ‘indeed was infpired by the fame
means. On his death, another is chofen in the like manner.—
Many curious circumftances might be related of thefe favages,
bur that it would fwell this fketch to an unreafonable fize, vaftly
exceeding its importance : Ifhall, therefore, conclude this deferip-

tion

togethcr with {‘ome of the {mall grains mentioned in the account of
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timof l:hem by remamhthg,ﬁmtthey are of a fhort fature, firong,

‘and afive; and’ the arms th_gy wle are bows made of bamboo, and

arrows of a ftrong, thick fpecies of reed, headed with iron, in

 different fhapes; but I think, thf:y are far from very doxterous in

the ufe of them..

Y .

 Itis about fifteen yeats ﬁnce the Hill people had any government
among themfelves, of a general nature; and from the period of
itsdiffolution, they have become dangerous and. troublefomne to the
low country, which they never were before;. and their ravages
have been the more violent, as they were ftimulated by hatred

againft the Zemindars of the low country, for having cut off

feveral of their chiefs by treachery, Formerly the Hills of each.
toppah were under one or more chief Mangees, to whom the

Mangecs of all the feparate hills were bound to thew obedience 3 -

e was bound by a machulka to the Zemindar of the toppah, and
had jaghier lands in the plain country granted for the fupport of

“himfelf and family in a foitable manner. If any robbery hap-

pened, he was obliged to trace it, and bring the thief to juftice.
All the Chnkeys within the hills were Hill people, whofe bufinefs

* was to’ prevent any bodies of people from the inner Hills paffing

through their gauts towards tﬁe-'pl_ain country : while this mode
prevailed, no robberies were committed; the Hill people were

happy and quiet, and the low country people were fife from de~:

predacions. Every year at the fettival of the Duffarah, the head
Mangee of each toppah, brought the reft of the Mangees with:
him to his Zemindar, and renewed his oath of allegiance to
Government : the other Mangees renewed theirs to him, and each

2 7 of:
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of them havmg recmvcd a turband, and been fcaﬂ:ed m thexr cuf—
tOmAry Mmanner, returned to the:.r refpeive ¢ diftricks,

Bat in ti_mc, the Zemindars falling into contempt .Wit_h ﬁh’ﬁfﬁ

Hill chiefs, they attempted to make themfelyes independent of

them ; the former not having force to compel them to obedience,
were obliged to have recourfe to treachery, and cut. off feveral of
them at a public feaft, The other Mangees and Hill people lefe
their vefpeétive gauts within the hills, and commenced thafc
devaftations on the plain country, which have continved w;th

little intermiffion ever fince : the Lemmdaly Chokeys, howcvar, !

lying between the hills _:md the cultivated parts of the country, kc_pt

things within fome bounds, till the year 1769, when the famine.

{wept away numbers of their Chokeys, and left the plain copn-
try entirely cxpofed to the rayages of the Mountaineers, When

Captain Brooke came into this quarter, the only infofmation he
could receive was from the people of the low country ; they
conducted him againft the Hills which were moft troubleforme :—
they were reduced, and many of their mhah:tants compelled to.
{ertle in the low country; they evemanformed him of the former
Chokey Bundy in the low country, part of which he re-eftablith-
ed i but they never gave him the leaft information of there having
ever been any government among the Hill people, further than
that of a Mangee over each hill ; they reprefented the Hill people
in general terms as a fet of robbers, who always had been, a_xiid-
always would be, at open war with fociety in general,

The hcenrmuﬁmefs to whlch the Hill people had arrived, pre-
vious to the employmcnr of the Corps of Light Infantry, ren-
dered

ey
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dered it abfo‘lutciy neceﬂ‘ary by fome {everity to imprefs them-_

with a fear of our military force in the firft place; this has beent
done; but this is only a preparatory ftep towards a {olid fettie-

ment of them: the obedience fhowu by the Mountaineers for

the three or four. laft years, has been folely paid to our military
force, and ‘not at all derived from any fyltem of government, or
any idea of conne&ion with, or dependence on the flate ; and the
low country people taking advantage of the barbarous, and at the
fame time, fubje@ed flate of the Mountaineers, have opprefied
them feverelys; but in future, I am led to believe, their obedience
will be voluntary and conftant; their fear of our force will -be
fupported by their belief of our juftice, and knowing that all the
benefits they rf:ceiw:, are in return for their peaceable deportment,
t.hcy‘ will be. very Ioth on any occafion to rifk the lofs of them
by mifbehiaviour. At the fame time, I beg leave to fuggeft the
neceflity of giving me difcretional authority, to compel obedience
to this {yftemn, in cafe any oppofition fhould be made to it; asin
thefe wild countties a ftrong coercive power is abfolutely requilite
for the {upport of any Government. '

To cffeét this defirable end, T propofe (as 1 did in the cafe of

the Jungle Terry) an improvement, not an abrogation of their
ancient forms of government; and for the moft perfect informa-
tion as to the beft means of executing it; I have confulted many
of the Mangees who have come in to me; and they all agree in
afferting, that if their ancient form of government is reftored, an
effe@nal end will be put to all the prefent irregularities; that they
swill pay implicit obedience to the chiefs who fhall be eftablithed
out of the feveral principal families, and that thofe chicfs will pay

N B the
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the fame to Government: I therefore think it my duty to recom-

mend the fqllowmg method of fettlmg the xntemal govermneut
of the Hills. - '

That the {ucceflors of the feveral Sirdar Mangees of thpldiiﬁ'érent
Toppahs, be reflored to the authority and pofleflions held formqi'_iy
by their predeceflors; but inftead of bolding them from the
Zemindars, that they fhall hold them by funnuds granted in the
name of Government. That they. thall give machulkahs to Go-
vernment, fpecifying the fervices they are to perform, and the |
penalties in cafe of failure in the performance

That the infé:ior Mangees fhall give machulkahs, fpecifying
their duties and penalties in the fame mannet, and moreover bind-
ing them to their Sirdar '\dangce, for all purpofes fpecified in his
funnud.

That all tranfaions with the hill people thall be carried on
through their Sirdar Mangees, whereby every abufe arifing from
the rapacity of the low country Gautwalls and others, wiil be
prevented.

That the annuval oath of allegiance, with the ancient forms
and ceremonies attending ', be remewed; as thefc barbarians
feem to have great reverence for that inftitution. That if the
Mangee or Mangees of any of the hills, refufe to acquiefce in
this eftablifhment, they fhall be treated as enemies.

That
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il That _'Ha"uts 'b@._é-ﬁabﬁ-ﬂléﬁ at p_r-oper places, to forward the in
‘tercout (e of the Hill pmplé"with- the low country.~—Thefc rcg-u-
lations will, 1 believe, fufficiently enfure the peace of the hills.

As a farther -fecﬁ-rity to the low country, 1 bé_g leave to recoms
mend the following plan for re-eflablifhing the Chokeys in the
diftri&ts at the foot of the hills, the ftate of which in the feveral
diftriéts furrounding this elufter of Lills is as follows.

- and - 3 being held on feodal tenure, every Gaut

BIERBOOM, or pafs leading from the hills, and every

villaga has its refpective Chokey ; the Mountaineers therefore can
do little or no harm to them,

CURRUCKPOOR}, In thefo diftriéts, the whole of the lands

Of the ftate of that country I am as yet
uninformed, but I believe no injury is
done to it by the Mountaincers.

RADSHAHI }

! i 1 The Zemindars of the Jungle Terry dif-
RAJHMAHL ri€ts depending on thefe divifions, extending
- | from Barcope to Furrucabad, along the

COLGONG fkirts of the hills, have very large traéts
- of land in Jaghier, for keeping up a pumber
and of Chokeydars at the feveral pafies leading

from the hills.—Thefe are under the autho-
BAUGLEPOOR | rity of the Zemindars, and were formerly

{tationed fo near cach other, that the firing
N 2 of
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of a match lock at one Chokey, alarmed the next, and fo on all
along, by which means the Mountaineers ‘were never able to

come beyond this line of Chokeys; but in time the Zemindars
neglecting this eftablithment, many of the Chokeys betame
deferted; and the famine of 1769 and 7o, falling with extraordi-
nary feverityvpon thofe diftricts, fuch numbers of the people of all
denominations perifhed, that this Chokey bundy was almoft en-
tirely deftroyed on the fides of Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Rajh-
mahil; and opened the way for thofe ravagers into the very heart
of the plain country, which they plundered almoft with impunity,

till Captain Brooke was fent agaitall them ; after forci-ng"thcm- tor

take fhelter within their hills, he replaced a confiderable number
of the Chokeys above defcribed: I have alo eftablifhed a great
many, but many more are ftill vacant, and thereby the grand end
of a perfe€t chain of them, with communication from one to an-
other, for.the purpofe of gencral alarm and defence, is deftroyed:
1 would therefore recommend (ft. "That all the vacant Gauts be
unmediately manned with'a proper force, but as the Jaghier lands
formerly applied to the fupport of thofc Chokeys, have now been
wafte for many years, and canwot of courfe afford any mainte-
nance to them at all, the Chokeydars mufl be retained in monthly
pay, at leaft fov the prefent, 6l the aforefuid Jaghiers can be re-
cultivated,——This expence fhould be/defrayed out of the Jaghiers
and allowances of the Zemindars, as-fur-as they will go, after

making fuitable provifion for the Zemindars 3 and this isthe more

reafonable, fince, though. they have ‘fuffered the Chokeydary
Jaghiers to go to:ruin, they have taken care to keep theic own in

a ftate of cultivation, probably by the very hands which thould

have guarded the pafles: from the Hills, and protedted theplain
country s,
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coun Ery; I_-ﬁy'onlg probably, becaufe as yet I have had no oppor=
tunity of enquiri’ng- on the fpot, whether reports which 1 have
heard of that tenor be true or falfe. -
R LA R AL i

Should thefe refoutces, however, prove infufficient to anfwer
the expence of re-eftablifhing the Chokey bundy from Furruck-
abad to Barcope, 1 think it an obje@ worthy the attention of
Government, to pay the remainder out of the Jungle Terry
revenucs, till the Chokeydiry Jaghiers can be reftored to a ftate
of cultivation: I even think it would be firi& oeconomy, as the

valuable fudder lands of Bauglepoor, Colgong, and' Rajhmahl, .

would be thereby fecured from: difturbances, and  thein cultiva-
tion and rent increafe annually.

As the Zemindars of this part of the Jungle Terry from Bar-
cope to Furruckabad, have fhewn themfelves fo undeferving of
truft in. the management of the Chokey bundy, I+ would advife
that: they be mot in future -allowed to have any authority over
them, but that inftead of them, the following oflicers be ap-
pointed on the part of Government. -

That to cvery Dhee of: thofc Jungle Terry Toppahs, there be

a Tannadar, who fhall be accountable for all the Chokceys ftation-
ed ot the pafles leading from the Hills into his Dhee. He fhall
be anfwerable, that the Chokeydars are never abfent from their
pofts, and ‘i cafe of the Hill people attempting ta force their
way through any of  his Chokeys, it thall not only be his duty to
repel them, but toafeertain from what Hill: or. Hills the attempt
was made, that orders.being thercupoi fent: for: that purpofe to
s 2 the
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the perfons in authority within the Hills, the. offenders’ may te

hrought to juftice—The Chokeydars at their feveral Chokeys,

fhall be obliged to pay him entire obedience for all thefe ends, am!'-l i
thall report to lnm '1Il intelligence and occurrenges. J '

o B A il

Over thefe Tannadars, I advife that rhtf:t%'-bef-tm‘SeZ:&wi'la' ape
pointed, the authority of the one to extend from Batcape to
Shahabad, of the other from Sacragully to Furruckabad; there is
no occafion for any from Sacragully to. Shahabad as there are
pofts of Sepuys all the way. :

The Tannadars ref] pe&iveiy within their limits, to be under
the orders of the Sezawils, in the fame manner, and for the fame f
ends as the Chokeydars are to the Tannadars s little points of re-
gulation for the better management of the Chakey bundy, fhall
be at their difcretion, but no confiderable alteration'to be’made
without previoufly advifing me through the officer commanding
at Diggie, ‘and waiting for my orders : the Sezawils fhall alfo re-
ceive weekly reports of the ftate of the Chokeys: from the feveral
Tannadars, and make theirs to the officer at Diggic accordingly,
but extraordinary occurrences fhall be immediately reported.——
The officers reports thall be made to me in the fame manner: 1

. alfo recommend, that a fufficient number of Bundwarries be at-

tached to each Sezawily to keep up the neceffary intercourfe be-
tween him and the Mangees. : '

The Bundwarries ure a fét of people peculiar to this country,
and fo very ‘ufeful, that'I dare fay, the keeping them will meet
your appmbahon, they ave pgople of the low country, who havs

ing
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ing harnt thﬁ hﬂg\ﬂge of t.he Hill people, are employed in all

ns: ‘with them 3 and fo entirc is their faich in thefe

tranfatio

'Buudwaxl'ms, that in time of the greateft hoftility, they can go
Afafely into the Hills, and any Mangee who is in arms, will come

down and fubmit on their aflurance of his fafety.—~The ufe

which I propofe mﬁki‘ng of them, is to prevent any abufes to-
wards the Hill people by the officers of the Zemindars, or of
Government ; for which énd, I fhall leave them in charge of the

Sirdar Mangees, to forward every complaint to me, that it may
be immediately attended to, and the evil redrefled as foon as it
exiﬁs ; the very nature of their employment fhews the neceflity
of their being entirely free from every authonty and dependence
but that of Government. i
In addition to this general plany I beg leave to recommend the
following improvements. \

In one of my letters to the board, 1 gave it as miy opinion, that
many robberies were committed by perfons refiding in the low
country,, for which the Hill peoplc bore the blame.—Since com-
ing round to this place, ¥ have reafon to be confirmed in that be-
lief, both by the teftimony of the Hill people, and particular cni-
quiries among the parties themfelves, enforced with promifes and
little prefents which, induced them to give me this accounts

That in the famine of 1769 and 1770, a very confiderable
number of the inhabitants of the country round this;’ compelled
by want, all the crops of rice, wheat, &c. having failed in the
low lands, fled to the Hills, where the hardy grains of Muckye,

Borah

Q.
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cheap in the low country, to which they then returned ;

Borah, &ec. wantmg little water, wene \rery pimnﬂnle;'t_';:f,""_v."_

mained among the Hill people till the fammgws om.ax:---' and | gram
“but hav-
ing forfeited their refpedlive cafls by their communication with

the Hill people, they were held in fo abominable 4 light, that no

perfon would truft or employ. them : thisinecefiity, and p‘er'h'aps‘
fome influence from the example of -the Hill peeple, foon ‘made
them robbers, and being well acquainted with | the low country‘, '
they were more dangérovs than the Hill people by far—~For the
end of robbing with the greater fecurity, they adopted the. drefs
and arms of the Hill people whenever they attacked vill'agaééz- or
paflengers, and thereby multiplied complaints againft the d{he-r..;s,
for it was impo!ﬁbl‘e for the fufferers to examine further than the
general appearance of the perfons by whom they were affailed.—
Thefe people ftill refide in the low country, and while this is the
cafe, it is next,to impoffible to know when robberies are. com=
mitted by the Hill people or by them; to remedy which ewl I
beg leave to rqcommend the three following re_:gulatmxts.

ift, Thnt the Zemindars of Rajhimahl, &c. bordering on the
Hills under the colle¢tor of Bauglepoor, be ordered by him, to
make exad regifters of the inhabitants of every village under their -
aur‘.u;gjt__y_z and that no perfon be fuffered to refide. therein, but
fuch Gaghave a vilible method of living by agriculture, or working
at {fome trade,.

2d. That no perfon be permitted to carry bows and arrows, but
the hll people and Chokeydary Pikes, on pain of being confined
and delivered over to the Foujdaary Adowlat ; for thefe being the

arms
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© arms of the Hill people, furnith, as ¥ faid before, the grand
,me;as of robbmg in_ their names,.-—al,l other arms they may

1

carry for the fafety of their own perfons, they not being liable to

the fame abufes.——Thxa article is of great importance, aud I beg
leave partxcularly to recommend it,

' 3d. Seveml robberws have formcrly been chargcd wpon the
Hill peop.lé, which have been committed on particular houfes in

villages, where fecreted money and cffets have been dug up.

As the Hill people have no kind of intercourfe with the low
country, it amounts to almoft a certainty, that fuch robberies
never could have been comn:utted by them; orif they were, it
muft have arifen from the intelligence and information given
them by the inhabitants of the place itfelf, who were acquainted
with the fituation of fuch propeity; 1 would therefore recom-
mend, that it be publithed, that no robberics, cxccptmg fuch as
appear to have been attended with open violence, fuch as driving
off herds of cattle, and plundering and burning villages, or in-
tercepting paflengers on the high roads, will ever be confidered as
the aéts of the Hill people, or any enquiry made among them
upon the ﬁlbje;&; this will compel the principal men in the
villages to attend more particularly to the police of their villages,
and efpecially to gnard againft any perfons refiding it them, who
have fome of their relations in the Hills, which is the cafe at
prefent,—1I beg leave to recommend, that thefe three regulations
be immediately ordered.

Moft of the Sepoys in the company’s fervice have originally
heen hufbandmm, and their families ftll follow that method of
O llit.,

L.
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life, in 4nd beyond the Cbmpmy's temtoﬁes it heg to fukm"lt’it
to your confideration, whether it would not be for thb ad’ﬁ_ﬁ;._,_ ¢
of Government, to publith through the invalid ﬂﬂ!’psﬁf ngmyb,
that whoever among them avill Tettle on'the l”am?s between tim
Hills and the Sudder, thall have forall Jaghiers given Fwthaz-
purpofe, for the fubfiftence of themfelves and familics, ~who are
to be brought thither.~This would afford the profpe of a cem-'
fortable maintenance to old foldiers wotn out in our .ﬁ:wie&; m&'
would eftablifh a kind of ‘militia, whofe poffeffions being inter-
fperfed among thofe of the Malguzarry tenants, would keep the
whole in fafety from the Mountaineers ; feodal fetvice might alfo

be enjoined from them if approved of.

The fafety of the public Dawks being an objeét of much im-
portance, T have formed the following plan for enfuring it, and I
beg your authority for eftablifhing it; at the fame time, from my
conviQion of ite great utility, both for the fafety of the Dawks,
and the civilization of the Mountaineers, T have already begun
to put itin execution.~—~Four principal divifions of the hills uwpon
my new plan, are parallel to the exrent of the road on which the
Dawks have at any time been infulted or endangered ; over each
of thefe divifions, are one of thofe chiefs mentioned in my p'laﬁ_,
to whom all the petty chiefs in the fame divifion pay implicit

obedience.

The firft of thefe commences at Furruckabad, and ends at
Rajhmahl; the fecond extends from Rajhmabl to Sacragully ; the
third from Sacragully to Shahabad; the fourth from Shahabad to

three cofs beyond Pealapoor, where the Jungle Terry boundary
5 ends 3

B
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ends. T pmpcfeﬂ to each of thefe chicfs, that he fhould be bownd "
‘w0 fafuly ‘condut the Dawks through his boundary, for which
‘purpofe, a proper number of ‘his people fhould attend at the

Dawk ftations ; that himfelf fhould have a mouthly allowanee
from Gevernment, for which he fhould bind hisafelf by the moft

forcible machulkah and eath, to proteét and forward the Dawks

with the greateft cmpeﬂitmg that exclufive of this, the Hill
people employed with the Dawk, fhould have a brafs plate fixed
on a bele, infcribed with the name of the place at which they
are ftationed, and ﬁgmfynag their being fervants of the company
for forwarding the Dawks; and that this would prevent any per-
fons from ftopping or prefling them for Coolies; and that befides
this, they fhould once a ygar regeive a turband as a prefent to

. each of thefe Hill people : the chiefs very readily confented, and

indeed feemed exceedingly happy at the employment projected
for them, and the falary they would get for it.=1 beg leave there-
fore, to recommend its being put in execution immediately for
the following reafons: :

“This falary will firongly attach thefe four principal chiefs to
the State, and no man under their authority will dare by any at-
tempt againft the public Dawk, to endanger this valuable pof-
feffion of his feodal Lord.

It will greatly contribute to civilize the Hill people in general,
when they perceive the advantage arifing from a dependence on
our Government, and will give the ftrongeft idea of fafuty to all
denominations of paffengers.—Laftly, the whole expence of this
eftablifhment, will be within one thoufand rupees per annum,

0 2 and
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and T do not believe, that any danger whatever will then exift to
the public difpatches; whereas very expenfive eftablithments of
Burcondafies have been hitherto ineffeétual.~~T'he Hircarrahs and
every thing will remain with the poftmafter’s people as at pre-
{ent, the Hill people will only aét as «efcorts to themi—As the
Hill people are exceedingly wild and timorous’ at prefent, 1 beg
leave to point out the expediency of fome very forcible ordes
being iffued for preventing any violence being offered to them
by troops paifing up and down, as otherwife they will never ftay
at their refpe&tive {titions, nor .perfo'fm the fervices expected
from them.

¢ O N elinl uisty o

SUCH are the beft lights T can poffibly throw upon the fub-
jed, both with refpe& to the prefent and future management of
thele fronfier countries; if it be faid, that a military Govern-
ment is a thing quite foreign to our conftitution, I admit it; but
it is not fo evidently different from our civil Government in Eng-
land, as this country and its inhabitants, are from thofe of our
own: and furely fince we cannet make countries to fuit our Go-
veinment, we thould mdke our Government to fuit the countries,
which is in our province to rule over ; and as 1 conceive external
ftrength and fafety, and internal peace and regularity, are the
true ends of Government; and as 1 am convinced they are in
thofe wild diftri&ts, only procurable by the means I have pointed
out, T therefore beg leave to recommend them, as the only Go-
vernment adapted to this frentier throughout.

JAMES BROWNE.







. To JOHN MOTTEUX, Esa. Chairman of the Hon-

ourable Court of Direftors, for the Affairs of the

Honourable United Eaft India Company.

S IR,

" CONFORMABLY to the wifh which you were
pleafed to exprefs, that I fhould furniflh you with an
account of the rife and prefent flate of the tribe of
people called Sicks ; I now beg leave to fubmit to your
perufal, the following tranflation which I bave made,
of a Perfian manufcript, written.by my defire while I
refided at the court of Debly ; to which I have added,
all the information which I bave by other channcls
acquired, refpeting that peoples and I have accompani-
ed the whole with a map, [pecifying the extent of their
territories, the names of their chiefs, together with the

places of their refpective refidence, and the number of

their forces—I fhall be wvery bappy, if this traft is
thought in any degree worthy of your attention, and
beg leave to fubferibe myfelf, with great truth and
refpeét, '

Your moft a&!;;g'ea’ humble Servant,
FAMES BROWNE.

BA'RLEY-STREET,
Septy 17y 1787,
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DURING the time of my refidence as the Englilh

Minifter, at the Court of his Majefty Shah Alum,
I took every opportunity to acquire a knowledpe of the
ftrength, refources, difpofition, and conﬁitution of the
{feveral ftates bordering on the provinces of Agra and
Dehly, by feeking out, and cultivating a perfonal in-
timacy with the beft informed men on thofe feveral
fubje&ts.—In the courfe of thefe refearches, the firft and
moft important obje& which prefented itfelf, was the
great irregular Ariftocracy of the Sicks; a fe&, which
from a {mall beginning in the neighbourhood of Lahore,
has eftablifhed itfelf in the complete pofleffion of all the
country. between - the Attock and the Sutledge, and
levies contributions to the very fronrler of the Vizier's
dominions. -

Having met with two Hindoos of confiderable know-
ledge, who were natives of Lahore, where they had
refided the greater part of their lives, and who had in
their poffeflion, accounts of the rife and progrefs of the
Sicks, written in the Nuggary (or common Hintoo)

P ' charaéer,
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charater, 1 petfuaded them to let me have a tran{lation
of ‘one of them in the Perfian language, abridging it as
much as they could 'do, without injuring the eflential '
purpofe of information.—After all, T found it extremely
defe@ive in a regular continudtion of dates, and there-
fore not deferving the name of a hiftory : however, the:
dates of the principal events are clearly determined ;
future opportunities and greater leifure than I poffefled
while at Dehly, may afcertain thofe which are at prefent
unknowii—This ' Perfian  tketch of an hiftory, ‘I have
tranflated into Englifh, ‘and now beg leave to offer ‘it to
my lonourable mafters, as' 1 am’ perfuaded, that the
rapid progrefs of this fe&, will hereafter vender a know-
ledge of them, their  {trength, and ' government, very
important'to the adminiftration of Bengal—But as in
the Perfian manufetipt very little is {fuid of the manners
and cuftoms of the Sicks, I fhall infert in this introduc-
tion, all that T have been able to difcover on thofe
heads. i |

The people known by the name of Sicks, were origi-
nally the common inhabitants of the provinces of Lahore
and Multan, and moftly of the Faut tribes the do&rine
on which their fe@ is founded, ‘was introduced by
Goorog Nanuck, about two hundred and fifty years ago;
and appears to bear that kind of relation to the Hindoo
religion, which the Proteftant does to the Romifl, re-

% . taining




taining all the effential principles, but being abridged of
tnoft of its ceremonies, as well as of the fubordinate
obje@s of veneration.—At firft, the fe&t was merely
{peculative, quiet, inoffenfive, and unarmed; they were
firft perfecuted by the barbarous bigotry of Amungzebe;
and perfecution, as will ever be the cafe, gave ftrength
to that which is meant to deftroy ; the Sicks from ne-
ceflity confederated together, and finding that their
peaceable deportment did not fecure them from oppref-
fion, they took up arms:to defend themfelves agawft a
tyrannical ‘government ; and s will always happen
where the common’ rights of humanity are violated, a
hero arofe, whofe courage and ability directed the efforts
of his injured followers, to a juft, though fevere revenge.
—As the progrefs of thefe events is related in the
Liftory, I fhall only fay at prefent, that as the Mogul
government declined, ' the Sicks in fpite of repeated
attempts to fupprefs them, continued to acquire ftrength.
—They made the diftin&ion of their fo&, a political as
much as'a religious principle, rendering the admiflion
into it eafy to all, and the immediate. temporal advan-
tages of prote&ion and independance, as great and as
.evident as poffible ; ‘while they at.the fame time levied
contributions upon all their neighbours, - who refufed to
come into their fraternity. |

P JAs
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As to theirgovetnment, it is ariftoceatical] but very
irrcgular and imperfeé 3 for the body: of the peaple G S
divided ander & number'of chiefs, who poffefs. portions
of country, either'by former. mght as Zemindars, or by
‘ufurp'ltwn <Thefe ‘chiefs enjoy diftinét. authbmy
their refpeétive: diftriéts, uncontrolled by any fupenér
powers; and only affemble ‘together on particolar oc-
cafions for the purpofes of ‘depredation, or of defence ;-
when in a tumultuous Diet, they choofe by majoriy of
votes, a leader to cominand their joint forces during the
expedition ;. generally from among thofe chiefs; ‘whofe
Zemindaries rare. moft ‘confiderable 3 his authoriey, is
however but ill obeyed by fo many other chiefs, who
though pofieffed of fmaller terntories, yet as leaders of
the fraternity of Sicks, think themfelves perfeétly! his
: cquals and barely allow him, during his. temparary ele-
vmon, the dxgmty of Primus inter Paress 1 v

About thrrty years ago, one ]eﬁ'a. Smﬁ Eelal, a curef
of confiderable weight and abilities, havmg been chofen
commander of their grand army, when it expelled 'the
Aumils of Ahmed Shah Durrany from  the: ciey, and
- Subah of Lahore, became fo popular, that he ventured
to ftrike rupees at the mint of Lahore in his ownname,
with an infeription in Perfian tothis effed, ¢ Jefla Kelal
“ conquered the country of Ahmed, and firuck this
“coin by the grace of God:"’~but after they had been

current




(vi )

_current about fifteen years, the grand Diet of the Sick
 chiefs; (called Goormmmg détermmed to'call in all thofe
rupees, and' to firike’ saem 'in the names of  Gooroo
Nanuck, and Gooroos Gobind Sing, the firlt and the laft
of their Gooross, or religious leaders; the latter of
whom dire@ed them to take up arms againft the Mul-
Aulmans; and rendered generval a kind of feaft to be

celebrated at the grand Diet, or Goormutta, at which

feaft they ufe large dithes called in Perfian Daig, which
I mention to explain the Perfian infeription ufed on
their coin from that time, which is as follows, “ Gooroo

“ Gobind Sing, received from Nanuck the Daig,' the

“ Sword, and ralnd Vi&ory.”

The city of La'hore ig' at prefent divided among the
three moft powerful chiefs, who' fthare the revenue urif-
ing from all impofts and daties, &c. within the city, in-
eluding the mint 5 the names of the prefent pofleflors
are; . Gq}er Sing, Subah Smg, and Laina Sing.

The Dxets of the Sicks ‘are  held at the ho]y Tank
(bafon of water) of dmrutfur, about twenty cols north
by eaft fromy Lahore, whiclh was ﬂppointed"fm that pur-
pofe by their Gooroo.—~Here as 1 faid before, the com-
mander for the campaign is chofen, and theirexpeditions
for the feafon planned; -

e 3
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The plunder colleéted during thefe expzdmonﬁ, 18
divided among the chiefs according to the number of
their followers, to whom each chief makes his own
diftribution. i

In the difiriéts not reduced to theirabfolute fubje@ion,
but into which they make occafional incurfions, they
levy a tribute which they call Rawley, and which is
about one fifth, (as the Marhatta Chout is ene fourth)
of the annual rent; whenever a Zemindar has agreed
to pay this tribute to any Sick chief, that chief not only
lum{elf refrains from plundering him, but will prote&
him from all others; and this prote&ion is by general
confent held fo far facred, that even if the grand army
. pafles through a Zemindary where the fafe guards of the
loweft Sick chief are ftationed, it will not violate them.

Since the Sicks became powerful, and confederated
for the purpole of conqueft, they have called their con-
federacy Khalfa Gee, or the State, and their grand
army Dull Kbalfa Gee, or the Army of the State,

As the extent of their pofieflions is clearly exprefled

in the accompanying map, as well as the names of their
chiefs, and the number of their forces fiom the beft
authorities; I fhall only obferve, that the country 1s faid'
to be in a flate of high cultivation, which I believe, be~

caufe
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caufe they carry into it all the cattle fit for tillage, which

‘come into their pofleflion by p]under, colleét ‘a very
moderate reht, and that moftly in kind, and during any

inteftine difputes, their ﬁ:ldiery never molcﬁ the huf~

bandman.

Trade however, is in 2 low flate, owing to the in~

fecurity of merchants gomg backwards and forwards.

through the terntones of fo man iy independant clnefs.

Of their manufadtures, the principal are very fine

cloth, which they make at Lahore, as alfo the beft arms
m Hindoftan.

Their cavalry is remarkably good, the men being

very hardy and well armed with fabres and excellent
matchlocks, which they ufe with great dexterity; the
horfes bred in their couutry, are of one of the beft
breeds in the empire, owing to the ufe formerly made
there of Arabian and Perfian flallions, and fomething
in the temperature of the air and water of that country.
Moft of thefe foldiers have two or three horfes each, by
which means thelr incurfions are made with great

rapidity, - their armies marching from fifty to one hun-

dred and'twenty miles a day:—their drefs 15 dark blue,
as ordered by Gooreo Golbind, and gives them, when

colle&ed.
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colle&ed in lafge bodies together, a very difmal appear-
ance. | \ i WA

The chiefs are onl y di{’cihguifhable from fh_eir .follm’_.i"ers;,.
by finer hotfes and arms. : '

I have converfed with feveral Sicks, who were fent to
me by different chiefs on complimentary meflages 3 and
I perceived a manly boldnefs in their manner and con-
verfation, very unlike the other inhabitants of Hindoftan,
owing no doubt to the freedom of their government.

In their camps they ufe no tents, even the chiefs
are {heltered by nothing more than {mall Numgheras
(fquare canopies of coarfe cotton cloth) fupported on
four flender poles—the common foldiers pitch a blanket
on two fticks, and faften the corners down to the ground
with wooden ping, {o that they encamp or decamp in a
few minutes. i

Among their cuftoms, the following are remarkable :

They will not ufe tobacco, though its ufe s univer-
fal to all the inhabitants of Hindoftan, yet they diink
{pirits ard fmoke Bang (the leaves of hemp) to the
greatelt excefs of intoxicatica.

In
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Ih adxmttmg a profclyte, ‘they make him drink Sher-

bet out of a large cup, with certain ceremonies, as will

‘be feen hereafter, and which are defigned to fignify,

that every diftinétion is abolifhed, except that of being a

Sick, even a Muflulman may become a Sick on thefe
conditions.—From the time that he is admitted into the
fraternity, he wears a fteel ring round one of his wrifts,

lets his hair and beard grow to full length, and calls on
the name of' the Gooroo n conhrmatwn of all cngage-
ments. :

Thefe are all the circumftances refpe&ing this Se&,
which are not fpecifically mentioned 'in the hiftory: to
which I will add, that a fe&t ‘which contained in its
original principles fo much internal vigour, as {uftained
it againil the bloody perfecution of a great government,
determined and interefted to fupprefs it, raifed it up
again with freth firength on every opportunity which
occurred; and at length enabled it fo far to fubdue all
oppofition, as to acquire an entire and undifturbed do-
minion over fome of the fineft provinces of the empire,
from whence it makes incurfions into others, holding out
prote&tion to all who join,” and deftruétion to all who
oppofe it; a fe&, which makes religion and politics
unite in its c[rgr'mchzement and renders the entrance
into it {o eafy to all who defire to become members of

Q lt:
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it, cannot fail o extend itfelf s very ﬁ%',” ﬂ‘

to be exceedingly formidable to all its nﬂig“hbwr«s; b e YA

Refpe&mg the map whlch accompanies thawh;ﬂﬂry, i
it was laid down from a Perfian map of Punjab swhich I’
procured at Agra; and was put into its pre{e# ﬁnape'
by Lieutenant James Nathaniel ‘Rind, of thmf;Be :
eitablithment, who commanded the efcotte whic
companied me while tefident at the Shah’s cqlsrt, and'
whom I muft here beg leave to mention as a very
deferving officer.—The map, however, is defigned
principally as a political chart, to thew the axteait of the
dominions of the Sicks, and the places where tﬁ: chiefs
refide: on pmnts of iGeographical kanowledge, I have
t00 _]u{’c an opinion of Major Rennell’s. abilitiesy to at-
tempt an improvement on any work of his; and I there-
fore glve this explanation of the defign of t'hd‘ﬁccom-.
panying map, t.ﬁat no other may be imputed to me, = -
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A H, y:gﬁ. IN‘* thd 1atte1' end of the re;gn of Sultan 'Baber, Nantick Shah,
A D, 15‘9* a Derw(h, byr tnbe a Keﬂwm', hvad in the vz]lage of Shoderah,
‘ﬁtu&ed abou: "'-feven crores (or coi's) eaft of the river Chenab ;
a5 Lie was 2 man of a moft. exemplary life, and eminent for his
it mty, chdl‘lty, am:l abﬁmcnce, he became famous rhroughout
Yo % and w e:‘ever he went teaching his doétrine, he made
. agvgat Qﬁmmhl lytes 5. he wrote feveral books upon the
_q.:. 4% naturt: ax_z m&:tﬂ; ans of his order _:'ﬁmh as the Purraun Sunkely,

Jis o
dtﬁmbﬂéeé ﬁ!t.th& re' itic gfthe warihlp of hls

aSe&,: but 'h1§ mlmedtate L’ufcxples, whom.- he mftruéh.d in the
. myfteries of his doétrine, he called Murids, ov Difciples ; thefe
& terms ate often confounded but they are propcr!y very dif«
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A D. 1529

A H. 1073.
A D. 1662,

1\!{.

followmg md”; Tu

e L
'f- Eh

! Goorob Aukud.

2 Gooroo Amerdad. :

3}

8 Go'or‘oa" .Ra:ﬁ'cfas.

4 Gooroo Ar_; an who wrote t.h% Ganmr, now geue:ally:-' |
followed as the rule of difcipline. ’

5 Gooroo Ramroy.

e
.

6 Gooroo Hur Roy. AR By

! 9 Gooroo Hurry Siri Kirfherm,

thefe Gooroos appear upon an average, to havt’c’xercifcd theis
office about twenty-two years eack,. AL j

In the year of the Hegira, 1073, Aurungzebe: being on the
throne, a fon was born to Gooroo Hurry Siri Kirfhen, to whom
they gave the name of Taigh Bebader, when this fon came-::-'to.'thq' |
age of puberty,—being remarkable for his piety and abftinence,—
his followers conceived a fuperftitious veneration foxa,hzm,. and
ufed among themfelves, to call him #he true King 3 5 heon his part,
whatever he reccived in prefents, or offerings from his difeiples,
or the Sicks i general, he laid out in provifions, which he

publicly
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AH. 1073.] publiclydiftributed to all who chofe to rective them ; this brought
AD, 1662. | great numbers to participate of his bounty. il '

The news writers of Lahore, foon tran{mitted an account of
thefe circumftances to Aurungzebe, who was then engaged in the
war of the Deckan; and his Majefty being very particular in his
examination of all perfons who pretended to extraordinary fanctity,
he fent fome Yeflawils (or Uthers) to bring Taigh Behader to his
prcfen-c:e,- who on their arrival at the place of his refidence, im=
mediacely-fet out with them, and foon arrived at the court.

A H. rog6. Aurungzebe having called him into his prefence, examined him
A D. 1684.} very finély refpefling the revelations and miracles to which he
fuppofed that he pretended 5 to which Taigh Behader replied,
o« that he was a Dervifh; that he fubfifted on. the alms of the
¢ ch;aritabl‘e; and paffed his life in the contemplation and ador=-
« atioh of Gods but that he neither pretended to revelations nor
¢ mirscles”  The Shah again faid, ¢ they call you the rrue
¢ King, and Taigh Behader, (which was a military title) what
¢ prefumption s this ""—to  which Taigh Bebader replied,
¢ whatever i, is from God 5 Dervifhes have nothing to do with
« gitles or honours.’—The Shah perceiving that he could dif~
cover iothing of the revelations or miracles actributed to this
Dervifh, gave ordets for putting him to death immediately.—At
that time, a Bramin of the name of Murdanch, who ftood by,
faid to Taigh Behader, « Tf you will give me permiffion, T.will
¢ jmprecate curfes on thefe perfecutors, and by the juftice of
¢ God, you fhall fee them inftantly deftrayed.”  But Taigh

Rehades, according to, the counfel given to him at parting by his
. f;l-ll'ler-,




A H. 1og6.
AD. 1684.
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AH. 1116,
AD. 1704,

Note A,

Note

B,
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father, to preferva ‘the fecret of the fe& though it ﬂ"f"ﬂ‘ﬁ mﬁ.' At

him his life, rcphed, ' The time is not yet come, Gcﬂ hxmfelf‘
« will punifh them, and raife up a hero, who will exad .unple
¢ vengeance for my blood.”

He was accordingly pﬁt to (4) death, and upﬁn the fpot where
he fuffered Martyrdom, a monument has been erefled, which is
ftill in being, and offerings are made at it,.

Soon‘after this, the widow of Taigh Behader, ha\_r;ing.bem.igleft'
with child, was delivered of a fon, to whom they gave the name
of \Gébind Sing, who growing up, and being about twenty years
of age, concecived an ardent defire tor revenge the death of his
father; but cither finding his party too weak, or wanting refolu-
tion in his own mind to attempt {o dangerous an enterprize, he,
( B) by the advice of the Br:zmms, performed a number of fupcr-
flitiovs rites, in expefation, that fome manifeftation of the
Divine pleafure would appear in his favour ; at length a voice

' was

Aurungzebe feemson this, as well as on miny other oceafions, to have made religion a
veil to covér liis political tyranny ; the real motive of this cruelty to Thigh Bebader, was
moft probably, refenrment for his having sllowed his follawers to eall him the irue King 3
and his baving uled a military ticley which was not granted by Royal Patenty agreeably to
the cuftoms of that Goverumens, of all which he was exceeding jealotss

T have omitted the detail of thefe fuperflitions, which would bt tire the enfightcned
European reader ; their obiject was no doubt, to imprefs the common people with' a belief
that their caufe was {upported by divine favor and protection,




H. 1116, :
D. 1701.. A

A H. 1118.
A D. 1706,
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oy
was faid to have been heard from heaven, declaring the revenge
be fought for, thould not be attained by him, but by his dif+
ciples after his death ; and that his fe€ thould at laft arrive at the
higheft point of ftrength and dominion.

The mind of Gooroo Gobind Sing, feems to have become dif-
ordered by the influence of thefe fuperflitious reveries, and to
bave remained for fome time in that ftate ;. but at length having
recovered his reafon, he put on a drefs of dark blue, let his hair
and beard grow to their full length, and inftru&ed his {e& to
follow his example in thele points.—He dlfo directed them toarm
themfelves in expe@ation of the hour, when the prophecy thould:
be falfilled.

From this time, the Sicks animated with enthufiafl n, began to
colleét together from all parts of the Empire, and multitudes of
new profelytes were daily enrolled in the feét, which was render-.
ed important by the martyrdom of Taigh Behader.—Gooroo Go-
bind Sing, eftablithed a ceremony to be ufed on the reception of
new profelytes, which ceremony is called Poid, and confifts in
making them drink Sherbet out of a cup, ftirring it round with
a dagger, and pronouncing a ccrtain (©) incantation at the fame
mme.

Advice

This incantation I could never get the words of, though 1 took forae pains to do fo~It
feems to be among the Arcana of this fect,
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he fent orders to fhc Navab Vizier Khan, who was'thep Foujdar

of Sirhind, to take the requifite ﬁcps for fuppré g Eh:s threat-._
“ening infurre@ion; but before this | order WS reccwed Gnoron

Gobind, having gone to colle& his followers from thc eaﬁ:em

provinges, died at the city of Patvas and hts w1fc havmg dled'

fometime before, two children whom he 11’1:1 the one abtmt ﬁx,
the other about five yeats old, were left under xhe care of his

mother, (the widow of Taigh Behader) who hea,rmg of the
Shah’s orders to Vizier Khan, attempted to fiy wwh her £Wo
grand children from /!mmg[ar to Macewal, whn‘h was hf.: mm\rh,
places—-Many of Gooroo Gobind's Fnllowers accompamed m

order to efcort them fafe to the place of their deftination.—By

the time they had got to the village of Chumbore, wh ich was feven
cols from Sirhind, the Navab Vizier Khan, accordmg to the,

Shah's  orders, fent a body of troops commanded by Khizzer

'Khan Malnere, together with the Buckihy of his own army, to
take Gooroo, Gobind’s family prifoners, and brmg thc,m to Sir~

hind.—~Khizzer Khau having overtaken them at that p.lacc, the
Sicks who accompamcd the Gooroo’s family, defended them with

the greateft refolution ; many of the Shah’s people were Killedy
as well as of the Sicks; but as the former, were vaftly fuperior in

number, the two children, together wnth their grandmother,
were taken prifoners, and all their wealth and property, which
they: were carrying away with them was plundercd ;—the few
Sicks who furvived, efcaped by flight.—Khizzer Khan brought his

Advice being conveyed to Aurungzebe of all thefe partlculaa's,'. AT
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prifoners to the Navab Vizier Kban at Siil'und, who put them in |
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They f‘ay,' that Vizier 'Khan, who had been forty years
Foujdar of Sirhind, had never opprefled any perfon under his
authority, but was diftinguithed for his juftice and humanity ;
and from the natural goodnefs of his difpofition, he conceived a
regard for thefe children of Gooroo Gobind, often fent for them,
and fhewed them Kindnefs.—It happened one day, that he was
atking them in a jefting manner, how much they had been plun-
dered of, to which the eldeft of the children innocently replied,

% that the wealth of Dervifhes was too great to be counted.”—

Suchanund, a Kettery, who was Dewan to the Navab Vizier Khan,
faid to him, ¢ perhaps thefe children may give the fame kind of

# anfier if they are examined by the Shah; if fo, what will be-

« come of us all, and who fhall fatisfy his Majefty ? it would be
s fafer to put the childven to death, which is the only way of
* fecuring ourfelves from the Shah's rapacity.”

Vizier Khan being unwilling to deftroy thefe innocent children,
hefitated a long time ; but at length his dread of the Shah's dil-
pleafure, (®) thould he fufpe@ him of having fecreted the treafure
plundered from Gooroo Gobind’s family, getting the better of
every other confideration, he faid to Khizzer Khan, ¢ Many of

¢ your friends and followers were killed by the Sicks, who
R efcorted

This is @ ftriking inftance of the tyranny of Aurungzebe’s Government, aud indeed of
the horrid cffieét of defpatifm, on the characters of thofe who live under its influence : when
we here behold a man naturally mild and compaflionate, committing the moft atrocious
crime, from dread of the confequence which would have attended his alting conformably to

his confcience, and the diftates of humanicy.
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¢, efc orred thefe: clnldpom you ought td retaham by k;llmg the .f.'i'.':' ‘3«4
¢ children, as the caufe of the death of fo many. of the fuith= e

o6 il (n‘)——Kh izzer Khan, Imwc\rer, re)uﬁ:ed the: propa{:d wmh:
hortor, and nably: replwd ¢ hoth I and my followers are foldiers,

¢ and whoever oppofe ue ir open war, we either kill them, or."
o are killed ourfelves 3 but what you propofe, is the bufmeﬁi of
¢ an (éxecutioner” | However, the deftined | period of | l:he

childrens lives bcmg cotse, one Kurruckchy Beg, a Mogul in tlle !
Shah's fervice, undertook to perpetrats this barbarous murder,
atid went to the prifon where the innocent victims were confined z

* the children clang round the wieck of their ‘grandmother to. fave

E‘

F.

themilelves, but the villain tore them away, a and eut their throats
with 4 knife, in the prefence of thig miferable woman, whu, une
able longer to bear fuch a load of calamity, her hufbami, Taigh
Behader, having been murdered before, (as was related) and her
grand childeen now burchered before her eyes, funk under the
violence of rrru:f and horror, excited by this laft feene, and di-.
vitie mercy by an'immediate’ deatb:, tcleafed hm' from £urthex

-

fuf“crmg"(‘) r ik T o SRS MHRE R
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. Retaliation for blood culled in- “)v Keran Kafansy is confidered by the Muffulmans, &

% mu-.':xl and religious duty to the nextin conneéions

OF all the ifflances of cruelty esercifed on ‘the propagators of mdo&nm this is the
molt ‘barbarous and outrageous ;—Deéfenceles women 'ind enildveny Bave-ufually efcaped,
even from religious fury.~No wonder then, that the vengeance of the Sicks wes fo

{evere. -
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~ One Bmdmb, a Bzmgee Eakeer, and the native of 2 v:llage called
Pundorynxn the. th Doab of Be;tt Jahnder, had been for many
“years the intimate frwnd of Gmmc Gobind ; and hearing of the

deftrucion -of his deiencclc,{s family, he gave way to the decpeft

i ’mpmﬁions of grief apd rcfcntmcnt whxch at length {e ttlud into

a fixed determination to feek revenge s for this purpofe, he weat -

' to all thc moft pawe;ful and zgalous of the chks, who had been

AH. xrig. 1)
A D. t707.)

the followers of Gooreo Gobind, and having excited in them tha
fume fpmt with whxclx he. himfelf was, aftuated, and cnrolled
himfelf in_ the fraternity of the Sicks, he, with furprifing dili-
genee: and aétivity, and aided by uncommon  abilities, colledled
the {ect together in arms from all quarters, and mfp:red them with
the moft ardent fpirit of revenge.

Fortunately for the execution of Bundah’s  defign, about this
time, Aurungzebe died in the Deckan, and the {ucceflion to the

“throne being difputed between his fons, (as it is well known to

thofe who are converfant in the hiftory of Hindoftan,) great con-
fufion arofe in all parts of the empire,—Bundah taking advantage
of this opportunity, and havingcolleéted together a large, though
irregular army of Sicks, marched to attack Navab Vizier Khan,
who was then at Sichind,the featof his government—Vizier Khan
came out to give them battle with all the troops he had, and the
armies coming to altion near Alwan Siray, the Sicks, infpircd
by enthufiafm and revenge, gave the Muflulmans a total defeat :
Vizier Khan was killed upon the fpot, and the greater part of his
army was cut in picces. Procecding to the town of Sirhind, the
Sicks put to death all the family of Vizier Khan, and every
dependant and fervant belonging to him t—Suchanund the Dewan,
R 2 by
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by whofe advice the children of Gooroo Gdbimli had been mur= i
dered, was torn to pieces, with every circumftance of cruelty:
which favage revenge could ditate. After which, they' deftroyed
all the mofques and tombs belonging to the Muflalmans ; and fuch

was the terror which their feverity and fury excited, that neither |
Hindoos nor Muffulmans found any méans of fafety, but in
acknowledging and {ubmitting to their authority, and profefling

to belong to their fect; which difpofition, Bundah, who was &

man of great art and addrefs, encouraged by every means, with
a view toencreafe his force: treating thofe with the moft flatter-
tering kindnefs who came into the {e®, and thofe who refufed:
with unrelenting feverity :—f{o that in a fhort time, all the dif-
triéts from Paniput to near Lahore, acknowledged the autherity
of the Sicks ; and Behader Shah being then in the Deckan, withs
the Imperial army, there was no force ux the provinees of Lahore,,
Dehly or Agra, abie toundertake the reduction of the infurgents..

Behader Shah, having defeated his brother Kdm' Buckfh, was
defirous of remaining lome time longer in that part of his domi-
nlons, in order to make a complete fettlement of all the Soubub's
(or provinces) of the Deckan ; but wherr the advices.arrived of
Bundah'’s infurreétion, and Vizier Khan's defeat -and: death, the
danger appeared too prefling to admit of delay: he therefore de~
termined to move with lis whole force towards Sichind, f{ending
before him an advanced army' of cavalry and artillery, under the
command of Sultan Kouly Khan, nephew of Ruftum dil Kban;
to which he 'joined all the Muflulmans who had fled from Sirhind
and other parts, to-avoid the fury of the Sicks. His Majefty or-
dered Sultan Kouly Khan to march by way of Dchly, and thereby

' ftop
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i M, "m} flop the progrefs of the Sicks on that fide s=-proteéting the inhas
A D. _170‘3*- 3'Bit'%ii)f-§ as much ds poffible,~—to prevent the infurre&tion from
fpreading,—and to put every man to the fword that he thould find
with his hair and beard at fall length;—that being the characs
teriftic external of the Sicks.
1" Sultan Kouly Khan, with the zeal of a faithful fervant, marchs
‘ed as expeditioufly as poffible, and having paffed by way of Dehly,
he came to Paniput; refolved ‘to attack the Sicks, though his
army was exceedingly weak, when compared with the prodigious
force now got together under the enemy’s ftandard, The Sicks
on their part, being fluthed with vifory, and confident in their
numbers, were no lefs willing to come to action.  The battle
began, in which there was great flaughter on both fides, but efpe-
, cially on that of the Sicks; who being deftitute of difcipline, and
unprovided with-artillery, fuffered very feverely ; when Kifury Sing,
Buckthy, to whomr Bundah had given the command of this
divifion of his army, being killed by an arrow, the Sicks began to.
give way, were at length totally defeated, and the remainder of
their army fled to join Bundah, who had remaincd with the reft
of his forces ot Sirhind.  The next day, Sultan Kouly Khan,
being joined by a reinforcement fent after him by the Shah, under
 'the command of the Vizier Khan _Khrman,_mai-ched-’to Sirhind :
Bundah deew up his army, which confifted of between: forty and
fifty thoufand horfe and foot, to receive the Muffulmans :«=the
battle was long and bloody ;—but at length, the royal army mak-
ing a defperate charge upon one part of the enemy’s front; broke
through, and a general défear enfued, with terrible {laughter of
the Sicks, Bundah being unable to rally hLis difheartened troops,
i fled
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fed with as many as he could collect together, and took refage |

iy a ftrong fort called Loﬂgb.zr, (G) thch ﬁood near Macaml;

began to lay fiege to it,

In the mean time the Shah, hearing that Laaghur was mveﬁed

“marched on as expeditioufly as poflible, and without haltlng at

Dehly, joined the camp of the Vizier and _Su_lta_n Kouly Khan,

beforg Loaghur. By the time that the .ﬁ'cgé had lafted 2 mouth,

the befieged Giuding their provifions and ammunition fail them, and
being determined to fell their lives as dear as poflible, they fallied
out of the fort fword in hand.—A defperate, but unequal confli
enfued 3 the greater part of the Sicks were cut in pieces on the
{pot ; ‘many were takc.n-'prifoners,' in which number was their

leader Bundah, who was confined in an iron cage, and together

with the other prifoners was fent to Dehly, where they wereall
publickly executed, after having been offered their lives on con-

dition of embracing the Mufiulman faith, which they rejocted

with contempt. The few remaining Sicks fled to the mountains,
where they concealed themfelves; and the Zemindars and Riots
of the country who had joined them during their iglfuf;t:&ion,
partly to fecure themftlves, and partly for the fake of plunder,
now cut off their beards and hair, and returned to their Gngtnal

occupations.

I From

“This place as well as (ome others mentioned in the Hiftory, having been torally deflroyed,

are not inferted in“the map.

-whither the myal army purfued them, and furroundmg the ﬁ)ft P
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me this time, durmg this reigns of | B«.hader Shah, Jehander
Shah, l'crockﬁr, and the fhort reigns of Rafi al Dirjat, and his

brother, Abdul Summud Khan being Subadar of Lahore, none of

this fet ever ventured to ap.pea.r in arms ; but concealed themfelves

by every means for near twelve years.

In the year of the H'cgii'a' 1131, Mahammud Shah being on
t_h'e_ throne, and Zekaviah Khan being Subadar of Lahore, the
Sicks, though unable to appear in any confiderable foree, began
to plunder, and carry on a kind of predatory war in the {kirts of
the mountains, as if to try the temper of government; and this

practice they continued with little variation for twenty years.

In the year of the Hegira 1151, Nadir Shah the King of
Perfia, ‘wvaded Hindoftan, and as his army committed dreadful
ravages wherever they went, the inhabitants fled to the hills for
fafety ; while the Subadars of the Provinces, being unable to
réﬁ&, {ubmitted to the mnvader.

-~ On this Bc_caﬁqn, the Sicks colle&ing together, began to com-

mit depredations on all fides, poilefling themfelves of the property
of the inhabitants who had fled to aveid the Perfians, and plun-
dering every place in their reach.—At the famé time they fortified
themielves near a village called Dullival, on the banks of the Ravy,
where they were joined by many Zemindars, who had fecretly
favoured their fe@, and now rejoiced to fee it ofice more in a
condition to declare itfelfl

Some
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plundered av Dehly, wealth to an almoft incredible amount, and
having beftowed the Empire of Hindoftan on Maliummud Shah,

as his own free gift,~—He left behind him Nafir Khan, to colle@

the Subah of Cabul, and four Mahls, (diftricts) belonging to the

Subah of Lahore; (being parts of the Empire of Hindoftay,
made over to him by the treaty with Mahummud Shah.) The
reft of the Subah of Lahore was continued under Zekariah Khan, .

as Subadar, on the part of Mahummud Shah.—Zekariah Khan
appointed Adina Beg Khan to be Foujdar of the Doab of Bar_y,
with orders to reduce the Sicks to obedience.

The force he had with him was fully equal to the execution of
that fervice ; but Adina Beg, confidering that if he fhould entitely

put an end to all difturbances in that diftri&, there would remain

no neceffity for continuing him in fo extenfive a command, he
carried on intrigues with the Chiefs of the Sicks, and fecretly
encouraged them to continue their depredations; at the fame
time, pretending to be very defirous of {fubduing them. From
this management, the Sicks became daily more powerful, and
feized upon feveral places in the diftant parts of the Subah of
Lahore. They alfo began again to perform publick pﬂgnmages.
to the Holy Tank at dmrutfur, without moleftation.

Ahout this time, Zekariah Khan died, leaving two fons, the
elder of whom was by the Shah appointed to fucceed his father,
as Subadar of Lahore; but difputes arifing between the two
brothers; the affairs of the Province became greatly neglected,
and the Sicks increafed in ftrength. |

Some

Some time after this, Nadir Shah returned to Perfia, having
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Some time before this, Nadir Shah having been affaffinated in
Perfia, Almud Khan Durranny, one of his principal officers, efta~
blifhed himfelf at Kandahar, and feized upon that Province, it
which he had confiderable family conneions; at the fame time
laying claim to the other (* ) Provinces of Hindoftan, which had
been ceded to Nadir Shah by the treaty before mentioned, and

* afluming the title of Shah or King.

Soon after which, he feized upon' Nafir Khan, whom Nadir
Shah bad left Subadar of Cabul, (as: faid before) together with
the treafure which he had colleéted from the time of Nadir Shah’s
return to Perfia, being above a crore of rupees. He alfo demanded
his daughter from him in marriage.—~Nafir Khan being then

entirely in his power, confented, and obtained liberty to go to
his followers who were in Paifbawir, under pretence of making

the neceflary preparations:—he was obliged, however, to leave
his {on as hoftage ; but as foon as he was at liberty, he confidered
the giving his daughter to a man of a different tribe, as a difgrace
not to be fubmitted to, and therefore began to colledt forces for
his owﬁ defence, Yet fome time after, Almud Shah Durranny,
apptoaching him, though sith a very inferior army, his followers
difperfed, and Nafir Khan fled towards Dehly, which furnithed
Ahmud Shah Durranny with a plea for his firft invafion of Hin-

doftan. He accordingly pafled the Attock, Jelum, and Chenab,

and came to Lahore, _
S Shah

Thele were Cabul, Paifbiawar, and Tatta: in & word, every thing welt of the Attock,

or Indus,
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A D, :746.} ~Shah Nevaz Kban, (one of the fons of Zekariah Khan) who
was then Subadar of Lahore, immediately fubmitted; and the
Durranny Shah entering the city of Lahore, feized upon the trea-
fury and the ‘armoury there, and proclaimed  himfelf mafter of
that Province alfo, ikl

It is foreign from the defign of this hiftory, to enter into a i
detail of thefe events, which are ali related in the general hiftory
of the empire; fuffice it to fay, that the Durranny Shah was at

_ length obliged to return to Kandahar’; and that in the year of
AH. 1160.] the Hegira 1160, Mahummud Shah having died, was fucceeded
A D, 1?47-} by 'his fon Ahmed Shah, who nominated Mir Munneo, called

Myin 1l Mullock, {on'to the late Vizier Kummer ul' dien Khan, to
the .;ub*tdwry of Laliore and Multan.

During thefe troubles, the Sick Chiefs Jeffa Sing Kelal, Chirfal
Sing, Tokah Sing, and Kirwar Sing, had got together about 5000
horfe; to which army they (for the firlt time) gave the title of Du/

Kbalfab Gee, or the Army of the State, and with which thcy made.
themfelves mafters of the Doab of Bary.—Moin ul Mullock again
appointed Adina Beg Khan to the Foujdary of that Doab; wha
marching thither, began as formerly to intrigue with the Sicks,
and took no effectual means to fupprefs them. In one action
indecd, he defeated them, and killed about 600 Sicks; but as the
confufion prevailing in the empirs, had reduced thoufands of
people to diftrels, they were daily joining the Sicks for the fake
of plunder, took the Poi/, and let their hair grow, upon which

they



AL 1i16o,
A D. 1747 }

A H. 1163.1
D, 1750,

Note 1,

: (Yl

they were inrolled in the Da, wh:ch now began to encreafe with

furpnﬁng rapxdlty.( )

) -.&bo_nt -thr.ce years after this, Ahmed Shah Durranny, again in«

vaded Hindoftan, and having defeated Moin ul Mullock, {eized
on Lahore, levied a very heavy contribution from it, and after-
wards appointed Moin ul Mullock to be Subadar on his "part of
Lahore .and Multan, having given the daughter of Moin ul
Mullock in marriage to his own 1on, the Prince Timur Shah :
after this, the Durranny Shah returned to Kandahar.

During this war, Adina Beg Khan having joined Moin ul Mul-
lock with all his forces, the Sicks had nothing left to oppofe them,

and therefore they daily became more formidable. They cut off

the royal garrifon in the Fort of Tannifer, deftroyed the fort,
and plundered all the neighbouring diftricts.

| After the depacture of the Durranny Shah, Moin u! Mulisck
again fent Adina Beg Khan againft the Sicks, who feemed now to
be inclined to difcharge his duty with fidelity, for having received
intelligence that they were affembled near Macowal, to celebrate
the fe(tival of the Hooly, he, by a forced march, furprifed them,
and put fo many of them to death, that the remainder were oblig-
ed to difperfe for a while, but foon began to plunder again in
{mall parties.

503 ~In

- —

This naturally accounts for the rapid rife of the Sicks, which commenced about this

.
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In the yearof the Hegira 1165, Moin al Mutlock died; m! his

having detected him in a defign to feize on her peifon, and ufurp
the government himlelf, the caufed him to%be ftrangled : and ap-
pointed Syed Fumeil wl dien Khan to the office of her Naib,

A fhort time after this, the troubles arifing at Dehly, which

ended in the Vizier Ghazi ul dien Khan's depofing Abmed Shah,
and raifing tothe throne Alumgire Sant, the reins of government
became entirely relaxed, and the Sicks gathered new ftrength.

In the year of the Hegira 1169, Ahmed Shah Durranny again.

invaded Hindoftan, and came to Lahore.—~By this time, the Sicks
were become very numerous, and their Du/ was in the ne’ig_h-
bourhood of Iahore; but they were afraid to attack the Durranny
army: however, they plundered all people who firaggled from
the camp, and cut off provifions going to it.—But the Durranny

Shah being defirous of getting as foen as pofiible to Dehly, took

no notice of thefe infults.

After plundering Dehly, Muttra, and all the circumjacent
towns and villages, and exercifing unheard of barbarities, the

Durranny Shah marched back to Kandahar; leaving a chicf of |
the name of Ahmed Khan, to command in Sirhind, and hisown

{on, the Prince Timur Shah, with an army under the command
of Jehan Khan, one of his beft officers, to collect the Subahs of
Lahore and Multan. '

Jehan
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AH* 1169. } Jehan' Khan from pnncxple of religious zeal, deftroyed the -
- 17550, plaees of worfhip belﬁrigmg to the Sicks at Amrutfur, and filled

‘up the facred Tank, which they fo highly venerate: upon which,

the Sicks collected together under their chiefs from all quarters,

and blockading the city of Lahore, colleted the revenues of the

country all round for their ownufe. Jehan Khan with the Prince,

marched out to give them battle; but after {everal adtions, finding

the Sicks ton numerous for him to contend with, he retreated to

Kandahar.

F . Upon'this occafion, Jeffa Sing Kelal, who was at the time com-
mander in chief of the Dul, ftruck rupeesin his own name, at the
royal mint at Lahore, with the following 111fcnptmn, ' Jefla
« Kelal conquered the country of Ahmed, and ftruck this coin

m Iby the Grace of God.”

After the retreat of Jehan Khan, the Court of Dehly appointed
Adina Beg Khan to be Subadar of Lahore; but the force with
which he was furnifhed by fo weak agovernment, was not equal
to encountering the Sicks: he was therefore obliged to ftop at
Sirhind; and finding that he could not ‘obtain any affiftance from
the adminiftration at Dehly, he applied to the Marhatta chief
Rogonaut Row, who at that time commanded a large army io the
Province of Agra, and offered to affift him in veducing Punjab;

* to which the Marhatta chief agreed, and marched to Sirhind ;
where he was joined by Adina Beg Khan with his own army,
and fome of the inferior Sick. chiefs, whom he had brought over

by great promifes.

R R
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Their firlt operation was to expel and plunder, &hmed Khan,
whom the Durra,uny Shah had left to commmd in Sg:bxnd.-—-@n
this oceafion the Sick chiefs, who had joined Adma Beg Khm,
plundered the town of Sirhind; which gave great o&'axwe to the
Marhatta chiefs, who proje@ed falling upon the Sicks, and - phm-
dering them in return: which coming to the knowledge of Adina
Beg Klmn, by whofe influence thefe Sicks had been mduccd to Jom
the Marhattas, he gave them immediate notice of the defi ign whnch
was formed againft them, upon which, they marched away in tht_:
night.

"The Sick leaders who were in pofiefiion of Lahore, did not think

their army a match for the Marhattas, when reinforced by Adina
Beg Khan, they therefore drew off to the fkirts of the mountains ;
and the Marhattas eftablifhed garrifons in Lahore, Multan, &e.
But their government was of fhort duration, for foon after this,
attempting to expel the Rohillas from their pofieflions, Nujeab ul
Doulah, the principal Rohilla chief, applied to the Durranny Shah
for afliftance s—alledging, that being his fubjeés, (X)) they could
apply to no one clfe for redrefs; and that, therefore, they entreat=
ed he would fupport thens againt the infidels.

Ahmed Shah Durranny accordingly left Kundahar, with h;a
whole force; andas foon as it was known that he had crofied the
Attock, all the Marhatta garrifons in Lahore and Multan, fled
without waiting for his nearer approach., |

The

All the Rohilla tribes come from the country belonging to the Durranny Shah, and
thoie fettled in Hindolan, fHill call him theie King.

i
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The Vizier Ghazi ul dien’ Khan, who kept his Majefty Alum-

gite Sani as a prifoner in his own palace, expelting that the

Durranmy Shah would call him to a fevere account, if Alumgire

Sani fhould complain ‘to him3 in a tranfport of rage and defpair

he put him to death : and after placing another of the royal line
upon the throne, by the title of Shal Jehan Sani, he left: Dehly
with all his forces, and joined the Marhatta army, which was
then I_beﬁeg-ingh”thc- Rohillas at Sukertall.

The events of this campaign are forcign to our fubje, it is
only neceflary to fay, that the Durranny Shah having raifed the
fiegeof Sukertall, and defeated the Marhatta chiefs Junkoo and
Mulhar Row in feveral aGtions, in one of which, Dattea Pateel
(the elder brother of Mihado Row Sindea) was killed ; and being
joined by all the Rohilla chiefs, as alfo by the Navab Shuja ul
Dowla;: cantoned for the raiuy feafon near Coel in the Doab, be-
tween the Ganges and the Jumna.

While Ahmed ' Shah Durranny remained at Coel, he received
advice, that Adina Beg Khan, whom he had once more appointed
Subadar of Lahore, was dead, and-that the Sicks' taking advan-
tage of that event, had affembled in great numbers, attacked and
defeated Sumbu das, the Dewanof Adind Beg Khan, ‘who after his
mafter’s death had attempted to keéep things: in. order.—On this
intelligence, the Durranny Shah appointed Zien Khan to be
Foujdar of Sirhind, and Bullund Khan to be Subadar of Lahore,
and difpatched them to their ftations with an army of 10,000
hotfe.

The
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- The conclufion of the rains was followed by that famous

campaign, which put to final trial the gram&qwﬁio&df"ﬂmr‘i’n# s

between the Muffulmans, and the Marhattas; and ending by the
fatal battle of Paniput, which was fought on the 20th of Jamard ul
Sani’ 1174, decided it in favour of the Mu(fulmans, and gave a
blow to the Marhatta power, which it has not entirely recovered
yeti - '

After this, Ahmed Shah Durranny, having fettled the govém-"'
ment at Dehly in the hands of Nujeib ul Doula, and placed
Mirza ‘Jewan Buckt on the throne, as reprefentative of his father
Shaly . Alum, who was then in Bengal, he marched back towards
Kandahar.

As foon as'he had pafled the Suttedge, the Sicks began to
plunder the firagglers from his camp, whichhe forebore to refent
at that time, bis army being loaded with plunder; however, to
fecure his camp from infult, he every night threw up a {ligh_t
work round it, and in this manner he continned his march to the
Attock, the Sicks following himvall the way.

When the Durranny army had pafiedithe Attock, the Sicks
returried, and having blockaded l.ahore, they compelied Bullund
Khan to retreat wigh his garrifon,’ upen which they taok poffef
fioncof that city, and all the country from the Atock to Sir- |
hind. '

However, Zein Khan, whom the Durrénny Shah had left as
Foujdare of Sirhind, being afiifted by Hinghun Khan, a pattan
chief,
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chxef, of the d;ﬁn& of Malnair (fouth weft from Sirhind) il

,{gpparted h:mfelf agamﬂ: them.

"The followmg ycar, the chks to the number of about forty

' .thoufand horfe, ravaged the whole territory of Malnair, in re-

venge for the affiftance given by nghun Khan te the Durranny
Aumil ; but {oon after Ahmed Shah Durranny having marched to

Lahore to punith the Sicks, for having expelled- Bulland K han,

Hinghun Khan contrived in the night to efcape, and fled to the
Durranny camp for proteétion.—The Durranny Shah fent thirty
thoufand horfe under his conduck, who marching feventy crores
(one hundred and forty miles) almoft without (%) intermiffion, fur-
prized the army of the Sicks, at a place called Barnala, and put
great. numbers to the fword; the reft as ufual, difperfed for a.
time ; after which, the Shah proceeded to Sirhind, where he was
met by Nujeib ul Dowla, and the other principal Omrabs ; and
having received their compliments, returned back to Kandahar,
leaving Saudet )fab Khan, one of his officers, with a large de~
tachment in the Doab of Beit Jalinder, and Rajah Cabully Mul,
as Subadar of Lahore.

The beginning of the following year, the Sicks affembling again,
drove Rajah Cabully Mul out of Lahore, and Saudet vab Khan,
T from

The hotfes ufed by the Darrannics, are of the breed called Turkiy they aré not lafge, but
the moft u['i:ful, quiet, and, beft botrom:d horfes, that aved believedin the world.~—"They
Tive to a great age, 1o that I have feen horfes in the ufe of common troopers, that they have
declared to be near forty years old,

G,
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from the Daab of Beit Jalinder, eﬂ:abhfhmg themfelves in m" _
thofe places; after which they invaded Malnair, défeated 3nd:
killed Hinghun Khan, a man of great courage and ablhty, ‘who
bad long been a confiderable check to their progrefs 11%. that

e
f

quartex. _ ’

They next attacked Sichind, and coming to adtion with Zien
Khan, the Durranny Foujdar, near Rajah Seray, defeated and
killed hum alfo ; after which they pluadered and burnt Sirhind,
having a particalar enthufiaftick hatred to that place, on acconnt
of the murder of Gooroo Gobind's children, which was perpe-
trated there. By thefe fuccefles, the whole country from the
Attock to Karnal, acknowledged the authority of the Sicks. =

The following year, Nujeib ul Dowla being engaged in a war
with St=uih Mul, the Rajah of the Jauts, the Sick chicfs, Kofhial
Sing, Bugheil Sing, Sahib Sing, Baug Sing, Kurrum Sing, and
Roy Sing, crofled the Jumoa with their forces, and plundered

~ the diftri&t of Saharunpoor belonging to Nujeib ul Dowla; upon

whiclr that chief immediately marched to proteét his own country,
and partly by force, partly by negociation, got the Sicks to repafs
the Jumna. '

The next year jewar Sing, the fon and {ucceflor of Swrujh Mul,
in order to revenge the death of his father, who had been killed
the year before in battle againft Nujeid ul Dowla, colleted to-
gether all his own followers, and being reinforced by thirty
thoufand Marhattas under Mulhar Row, and twenty-five thou-
{and Sicks under feveral different chiefs, laid fiege to the city of

f e Dehly—
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D‘ehly -—The f' iege laﬂed three months s it which time Nu JElb ul
Duwla, ‘having written advice of his fituation to Almed Shah
Duuranny, ﬂnd folicited his aid, his Majefty immediately marched
from Cabul where he then was, and to avoid any interruption
from the Sicks, he proceeded along the fkirts of the mountains,
- and had reached as fat as Gurry Kotanab, when a peace was con-
cluded between Nujeib ul Dowla and Jewar Sing, through the
mediation of Muthar Row, and the fiege of Dehly was raifed.
'N.ujcib ul Dowla immediately fent intellipence of this to the
Duranny Shah, and after exprefling his gratitude for the ready
affiftatice his Majefty had afforded him, he entreated him to return
from the place which he was then ar, leaft the arrival of his
army in the neighbourhood of Dehly, fhould renew the cala-
mities of that unhappy city.—The Durranny Shah, according to
this addrefs, repaflid the Sutledge, and marched back towards his
own country by the Lahore road.

In the mean time, the Sick chiefs, determined to revenge the
defeat they had fuffered at Barnala,—aflerabled their whole force
at Amrutfur, to the number of Tixty thoufaud horfe and foot;
and took an oath fo éxert every effort to cut off the Shah's army.
Almed Shah Durranny receiving advice of this, fent a perfon to
the Sick leaders in quality of Ambafiador, to negociate a peace
with them, and prevent that effufion of blood, which their def-
perate determination threatened to produce ;—but on the arrival
of this perfon in the camp of the Sicks, inftead of liftening to his
propofals, they plundered him and his followers, and drove them
axvay.;Almed Shah Durranny finding all accommodation impofs
fible, marched iinmediately to give batile to the Sicks; and com-

£ 6 W ing
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ing to Amrutfur m the evc:nmg, encampod clofb to the enemy.
In the morning the S:cks drew up their army on foot anﬂ {mime~
diately procecded to attack the Durrannies fword in hand, an’d the
Durranpies, with cqu'tl refolution, recalved thelr attaCk' on foot

al{o. . The battle was long and b_lood_y, and _the lofs fo great on

both fides, that at length both armies drew off to their refpetive
camps ; the next _rr_mhling neither party was inclined to renew
the conflict, and the Shah refumed his march without any fur-
ther interruption, () '

Some time after this, Ahmed Shah Durranny died, and was

fucceeded by his fon the Prince Timur Shah, who has been too

much employed on the fide of Perfia in keeping pofleflion of Lhe
provinees ufurped by his father from that empire, to have leifure
for attempting to reduce the power of the Sicks,—Nor has any
Poteitate yet appeared on the {ide of Hindoftan, equal to fuch a
tafk :-—fome feeble attempts have been made, which have only
confirmed the ftrength of the Sicks Government, as a little water
thrown on a fire, does but increafe its heat: fo that for twenty
years paft, they have employed themfelves in completely redu-
cing the whole country from Attock to Karnal, and dividing it
among their own fect. '

Soon

It i3 to be fuppofed, that in & battle thus difputed, both Gidey claimed the victory 3 the
Durrarnies bring in proof, their having marched on uninolefied ; the Sicks, that the Dux-
anny Shah never again returped to Lahore,
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~ Soon after the laft expulfion of the Aumils of the Durranny
Shah,theSzcksbeid a general Diet at Al':n.rutfur-, in which they

determined to call in the rupees which were frruck in the name

of Jeﬂa.lielall, and to ftrike them for the future in the name of

thetr Gooroos, with an infeription to this -effet, Gooroo Gobind

< Sing, -reccived from Nanuck, the Daig, () the fivord and rapid
¢ viétory,” which coin is current throughout their dominions to

this day.

Thus has the Divine pleafure notified to Gooroo Gobind, been
at length fulfilled ; and thus has Providence raifed up this feé in
confideration of the picty and charity of Gooroo Nanuck its
founder, that mankind beholding the reward of virtue, may learn

to practife it.

Tiiis has been explained in the Incroduétion,—I have feveral of thel® rupecs in iy
poflelion.

THUS
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THUS far the Peﬁm manufesipt extends ;nt»* which 1 beg
leave to add, thay the Sicks ate the onlyone of the ‘many powers

who have enriched themfelves out of the fpoils of the Mogul
© Empire, which faitly and openly avows its independence.~They
will nor fuffer che name of his Majefty Shah Alum to appear

upon their coin; but have fubfituted that of their Gooroo ; and
inftead of the year of the King's reign, and of the Hegira, which

is the eftablifhed date onall the coin throughout the empire, they

ufe the era of Bxcker:myﬂrr called the Sumbur.

After Ahmed Ehali Durranny returned to Kandahar in 1764,
as hag been related, though' the Sicks poffeffed themfelves of the

townand provirice of Lahore, and of all the open country of Mul- :
tan, yet the Duranny garrifon ‘of Multan ftill remained in that

fortrefs till the death of Ahmed Shah Duranny : foon after which,
the Sicks éompeiled them to retire, and placed a garrifon of their
own there ;—But in the year 1779, Timur Shah (the fuccefior to
Ahmed Shah Duranny) came from Cabul, with a large army,
and laying fiege to Multan, took it, after defeating the army fent
by the Sicks to raifé the fiege : when he returned to Cabul, leaving
a garrifon in Multan, which has remained there ever fince,

Since the complete fettlement of the Sicks in their prefent
pofieflions, which was not entirely effe€ted till near the year 1770,
the chiefs to the weltward of the Sutledge, who are the moft
powerful, have not been engaged in any important expedition, till
the year 1785, when they invaded the Rajah of Jumboo, and
compelled him to pay them tribute.

The
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The incurfions which are made annuatly into the territories
lately belonging to Zabita Khan, are merely effetted by a tem-
porary confederacy of the chiefs betwesn the Sutlcdgc and the
]’umna. '

'T}_mfc: incurfions are fom;ztimcs_ carried acrofs the Ganges, (°)
into the Vizier's territories, as happened in March 1785; when 2
large body of Sicks paffed over, and remained in that country
feveral days, plundering toan immenfe amount, and burning and
deftroying thevillages without oppofition; though repeated advice
had been received beforehand of their defigns, - But thefe infults
may always be prevented, by common attention in the Vizier’s
adminiftration; and by fending proper detachments to the feveral
fords of the Ganges during the dry feafon. :

In 1785, Mahajee Scindea (having before feized on the Shah’s
perfon, and the entire adminiftration of his affairs) entered into an
alliance with the leaders of the Sicks, between the Sutledge and
the Jumna, both offenfive and defenfive: one of the articles of
which ‘treaty exprefsly fays as follows;—*¢ Befides the royal
¢ Jands, whatever fhall be acquired by either party (Scindea or
« the Sicks) with mutualeponfent, on either fide the fumna, from
¢ Hindoos or Muffulman 3

P crt.of fhall belong to the
¢ Khalfah Gee—" (the Sick State clearly points at the

Vizier's country.

‘64 As

From the middle of March till June, the Ganges is fordable in feyeral places between
the falls at Hurdwar, and the town of Ferockabad,
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As foon as this treaty was framed, ¥ abtamed a copy of it,
which 1 tranfmisted to Mr. Macpherfon, than a&ing as Governor
General, Aprll the 9th.—--What ufe he made of the information, ¥
cannot tell : but furely a confederacy of two fuch formidable
powers as the Sicks and Marhatta&, clofe to the Vizier's frontier,
muft afford matter for very ferious apprehenfion, to every pef!on
who is anxious for the ﬁtcr}' of the Company’s poﬁl.ﬁ' ons in In~
dia; which are fo intimately connefted with thofe of the Vizier,
that profperity or calamity muft be in common to them both.

In this point of view, I beg leave to conclude this fketch, with
my e arneft recommendation of that circumftance to the atfention
of the Company’s adminiftration :—for even admitting all that
¢he advocates for Scindea canifay of his fincerity, he is but mortal 3
and with him will expire all that fecurity which has been fup-
pofe d toa rife from his perfonal character.

JAMES BROWNE
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