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T o J O H N  M O T T E U X , Esq,  Chairman o f the 

Honourable Court o f Directors for the Affairs of 

the Honourable United E a jl India Company.

S  l  R,

I V I I E  JV I  wrote the following fle e ts , I  

was in hopes that they would have appeared before the 

Honourable Court o f  Dire&ors with the advantage "o f  

M r. HaJUngs\ recommendation, by zvhofe orders they 

were written, and to whom they were addrejfed— Why 

this advantage was denied them, I  cannot pretend to fa y — .

The caufe to which I  fhould have attributed it, would 

have been the infgnificance o f  the matter,— but fro m  this 

conclufon I  am forbidden, by obferving, that the fu b jeB  o f  

them, has by that gentleman, been thought fo  important, 
that the continuing to purfue the plans zvhich I  had laid  

down and began to execute, fo  long ago as 1778, has 

fu r n ifle d  M r. H afings with matter fo r  repeated publick 

encomium on the gentleman who fucceeded me in the ma­

nagement o f  part o f  the fu n g le  'terry D  i f  riels.

This has determined me, though late, to offer this little 

Trail to the notice o f  my Honourable M a fers, that they 

may know from  whence thofe infitutions originated, which

B have

■ G0̂ x  '111 <Sl
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/;<sw been fo  much applauded in their effeBs ; <?/2<r/ I  trujl 

that I  fhall efcape a ll imputation o f  vanity fo r  making 

this publication, when it is confdered, that I  at the fam e  

time publif}j the humiliating proof how very bad a courtier 

J  mufl have been, when I  could not fecure to m yfelf the 

applaufe, that was given to meafures o f  my own contri­

vance.

A t  the fame time, I  implicitly leave the difpofal 

o f  this 'FraB, to you Sir, convinced that i f  it merits, it 

w ill receive your recommendation, and i f  it Jhoulcl not, I  

foall mojl chearfully acquiefce in the judgm ent oj a 

gentleman, from. w hofejujhce and liberality, even when- 

1 was an entire ftranger to him , my charaBer and in- 

terefi received that jupport, which was withheld by thafe 

from  whom 1 was mojl entitled to expeB it.

I  am,

W ith refpcB and gratitude,

Sir,

Tour obliged and mojl obedient Servant,

J A M E S  B R O W N E .
Harley Strut, June 20, 1787.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N .

T  N  order to make the fubjeCt of the following little 
**• TraCt as intelligible as pollible, I {hall beg leave to 
obferve, that the Mountaineers of the Rajahmahl 11 ills, 
having, by their repeated depredations, exceedingly dif- 
trelfed the inhabitants of the low country during the 
years 1.771 and 1772, Mr. Haftings and his Council di­

rected a battalion o f light infantry to be raifed for re­
ducing thofe countries to fubjeCtion and good order.—

The corps was raifed the latter end of 1772, and com­

manded by Captain Robert Brooke.

1773. During the firft months of 1773, Captain Brooke, by 

judicious and fpirited operations againft the Mountaineers, 

imprelfed them with a fear o f our military force, and 
the\' began to fubmit in different parts. The reit of 
that year was employed in military operations againft 
Jagernaut Deo, and the other Zemindars of the Jungle 
Tern  of Curruckpoor, who had rebelled againft Govern­

ment ; they were at length expelled, and fled into Cur- 

ruckdea.

i 774< The firft part of this year was employed in reducing 
the Mountaineers, and in eftablifhing certain regulations

B 2 for
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for protecting the low country again!! their incurfions—
Alio in making a Khafs fettlement of the J ungle Terry 
Curruckpoor.

In July, Captain Brooke refigned the command of the 
Sight infantry, and the eolle&orfhip of the Jungle Terry 
ol Curruckpoor, Bauglepoor, and Colgong to me— Soon 

after this, the Jungle Terry of Birboom and Guidore, 
were added to this colle&orfhip.

As I perceived the inftability of the Khafs Settlement 
in the Jungle Terry of Curruckpoor, I propofed the par­
doning of Jagernaut Deo and his family, and re-admitting 

them to the management of their refpe&ive diftrifts ; but 
I received no reply.— I alfo made a new lettlement of 
the Jungle Terry of Guidore.

*775  ̂ In January, the Jungle Terry o f Curruckdea was ad­
ded to this colleCtorlhip. In February, broke out the 

great infurredion in favour of Jagernaut Deo and the 

other expelled Zemindars ; the whole year palled in un­
interrupted liollilities, though they were foon narrowed 
to the limits o f the Curruckpoor Jungle Terry, and the 

confederacy broken. The Jungle Terry of Birboom was 
alio fettled during this year.

*776- %  the beginning of this year, the rebels being re­
duced to great extremity, offered to fubmit to any terms,

except
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except the delivering up of Jagernaut Deo.— I propofed 
to the Board to publifh a general amneily, and to give 
Jagernaut Deo’ s Zemindary to his fon Roopnarain Deo, 

on the father’s delivering himfelf up on promife of per- 
fonal fafety— The Board were at firft averfe, but at 
length confented, on my taking upon myfelf the refpon- 

iibility of the meafure. Jagernaut Deo immediately de­
livered himfelf up, his fon was invefted with the Zemin­

dary; and from that time there never was a difturbance 
in the country as long as it was under my contrcul.

, 777< In the beginning of this year, I affembled ah the 
Zemindars of the Jungle Terry of Curruckdea, and made 
a fettlement of that Diflria on fuch terms as enabled me 
(without any confiderable diminution of the prelent re­

venue 'i to releale the Roots from a load of 1 inpolitions, 
and thereby induced them to undertake the cultivation 

of a great cjuantitv of land which had fali.cn waftc foi a .

number of years.

Soon after this, the Board took the Jungle Terry of 
Birboom from under my management, and redored it 

to the Rajah of Birboom. No public motive was ever

afTigned for this Rep.

During the long interval that I had been compelled to 

attend, almoft exclufively, to the Southern Divifion of 

the Jungle Terry, the Mountaineers of Rajahmahl had
again
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again got into great disorder. For the plan introduced 

for their rellraint by Captain Brooke in 1774, though 
very meritorious, when we confider how little intercourfe 

that gentleman had then had with thofe people, yet had 
fofiie defects in it, which I am lure that Captain Brooke 

would have corrected, had he continued in the com­

mand, and which prevented its operating as an effeaual 
remedy to the turbulency of the Mountaineers.

Being now quite at leilure to attend to tlio.fe people, 
a marched with my battalion to that part o f the country, 
the latter end of this year, and in perfon examined into 

the paft and prefent Hate of every thing refpeCting the 
Mountaineers.

*778- %  enquiries enabled me, in January, to fubmit to
the Board the plan for the future regulation and govern ­
ment ol the Hills of Bajahmahl, which will be found as 
a Supplement to this TraCt— It met with their entire 
approbation, and I received orders to carry it into im­

mediate execution, as appears from the extracts of the 
Board s and the Governor General’s letters to me. (See 
Notes A  and B at the end of this Introduction.)

% „ ',.4 .

Havingeftablifhed the regulations for the Mountaineers, 
and waited to fee the immediate fuccefs of their nrlt ope­

rations, I marched round to A mar and Sultanabad,

■ which had been placed under mv authority, and in the

latter
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latter of which places, a rebellion had exifted for feveral 

years— As f. had taken particular pains to eftablifh my 
reputation for public faith among thefe wild uncivilized 

people, as loon as Sultanabad was put under my autho­
rity, the Chief o f the infurgents voluntarily offered to 

fubmit, and come into me, on my promife of fafety and 

juftice, which he did accordingly, and the country im­

mediately became quiet.

That country being alfo fettled on a plan approved by 

the Board, I marched back towards my cantonments at 
Chackye ; and on the march I received the Board’s or­

ders to deliver over the charge of the J ungle Terry of 

Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Curruckpoor to the Collector 
of Bauglepoor, and to fend three companies o f light in­

fantry to aCt under his orders.

I immediately obeyed this harfli and unexpected com­

mand ; but T. will confefs, that from that time I felt a 
hearty difguft to the nature of the fervice I was employ­
ed on, and therefore eameftly applied to be removed 
from that fhition, and fent up to the army in the field, 
or any other place where my corps might be ufeful.

1779. During this year nothing material occurred, the coun­

try under my authority being in a date of perfeCt peace 

and obedience. A t the commencement of this year, I
completed
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completed and fent to Mr. Railings, the little Trad to 

which this, ferves as an introdudion.

Sultanabad and Amar being completely fettled and 
quiet, were reilored to the Ranny of Rajahfhy; there 
then remained, tinder my management, only the ju n ­

gle Terry Guidore and Curruckdea.

1780. It being at length refolved to fend the battalion o f 
light infantry up to the affiftance of the Ranah of Gohud; 
Curruckdea and Guidore Jungle Terry were put in charge 

of the Colledor of Ramgur, on whole diftrici they bor­

dered : and in June the light infantry marched out of 
the Jungle Terry by way of the Curruckdea pafs.

On this occafion, I had the fatisfadion of knowing 

how acceptable my condud had been to thele people, 
by the concern which they fhewed at my departure, and 
the refpedful and affe&ionate attendance of feveral of 
the Zemindars as far as Ghyah in Raliar. T o  which, I 
beg leave to add a Hill more recent teftimony, fo late 
even as the year 1785, when, upon the Collector of 
Ramgur vifiting Chackye and Curruckdea, the Zemin­

dars of tliofe dillrid:s waited upon him, and presenting 
the Sunnuds which they had received from me, declaied 
that they required nothing further than a confirmation 

of the fettlement which I had made.

In
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In the endeavours which I have here ufed to refeue 
my humble labours from oblivion, I folemnly declare 
that I have no wiih to detract from the merit o f my fuc- 
ceifor, Mr. Clevland, fo r whom I had the fm cere it af- 
fc&ion. I am truly concerned that his death puts it 
out of my power to receive the addition of his teilimo- 

ny, which I know he would moil chearfully have given, 
to what l have faid ; for his virtues and abilities were as 

much above req uirin g the itolen decoration of another’s 

merit, as his honour and liberality were above accepting 
them.

►-

Note A. E xtra B  from  the Supreme Council's Letter to Captain

Browne, dated "January 27, 1778.

“  W E  entirely approve o f your conduct, and o f the 

“  P^ns which you have formed for the government o f the Hill
** people.

“  W e authorize you to ufe fuch means as ihall appear necef- 
“  fary for eftabliihing the regulations for the Hills.’*

C ExtraB
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E x t raff from  the Supreme Council's Letter to Captain 

Browne, dated M arch jo, 1778.

“  We  are much pleated with the plan which you recommended 

“  o f granting Jaghier lands to the invalid Sepoys, and delire you 

“  will carry it into immediate and effectual execution.

* *  W e approve of the plans which you recommend for the fafety 

“  and defence of the Dawks palling through the Hills.’

Note B. E xtra ff o f  a Letter from  the Governor General, to 

Captain Browne, dated January 28, 1778.

“  I have the pleafure to acquaint you, that yefterday the board 

•“  in their revenue department, di reded your feveral add relies to 

“  be read; your plans are acquiefced in, your meafures approved,

** and the public communication w ill be tranfmitted to you.

«« The board are fenfible of your care and ability in drawing 

** up thefe propofals, and it is with particular fatisfaftion I have 

“  remarked your attention to the cuftoms and original form of 

«* government amongft the inhabitants of the hdls, in the new 

** propofed regulations: an indulgence that promiles the moll 

«* falutary effedls in my opinion, at the fame time that it denotes 

** your affiduity and judicious regard to conciliate their difpolitions 

u to dependence.”

To

(  X )
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T o  t h e  H o n . W A R R E N  H A S T I N G S ,  E sq ,  & c .

H on. S i r ,

C O N FOR M ABLY to your orders long 

Jince tranfrnitted to me, to form  and fe n d  you a defer ip- 

tion o f the country under my authority, with refpeB to 

its natural and political f a t e  ; and alfo to recommend the 

m of effeBual plan for its fubjeBion and fu tu re good go­

vernment— I  have employed every leifure hour afforded 

me from my military and other avocations, in colic B ing  

the bef materials fo r  en abBngme to obey your in fru B i-  

ons, and as there are no objeBs in life which I  am more 

bound to purine, than thofe which tend to your fa ti.fa c ­

tion ; I  have been particularly nice in admitting the ma­

terials for this defer iption and plan, that I  might not, at 

fame future period o f my life, have the vexation o f re- 

feB sn g , that I  had, in any infance, been the caufe o f  

m ifeadingyou  ; but though I  have much reafon to tr u f  

in the authenticity o f the materials, /  fe e l the g rea tef  

diffidence, when I  confidcr m yfelf in the jit u at ion o f  com­

pounding them into a literary form , before fo excellent a 

judge as you are o f  every literary production. I  r e f  my 

hope o f your exempting me, however, from  even the ju j  

f t  verity o f  criticifm, in conf deration that obedience to

C 2 your
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your orders, not the vanity o f  compofng, y&<w given birth 

to this performance ; and that to write zvith elegance the 

defer ip tions o f  countries, which they have only v iftn l in 

war, has not been the privilege o f  any but men o f  the 

mojl exalted capacities : the length o f  ages, the moft la­

borious refearches o f  men refpeBively, w afers o f  the f e ­

deral arts and fcicnces, and the pen o f  an able compiler 

o f  thofe labours, can alone furnifh  a compleat defer ipt ion 

o f  any country ; deprived o f  a ll thofe effentials, this 

f e t c h  has occafton fo r  the grea tef indulgence you can 

poffibly p e w  it. The novelty o f  the fu b jeB  is the only re­

commendation tt has ; and a il 1 can urge in my own f a ­

vour is, that I  have been forced to collcB every material 

by my ozm labour, utterly unaj/ijhd from  beginning to 
end.

the infruBions you have honoured me with for its ar­

rangement confifcd o f  thirteen articles, but as fever ai o f  

them were immediately relative parts o f  others, I  have re­

duced the whole under five heads, which include the thir­

teen cQMpkatly■, the order only a little varied.

With finceref gratitude and bighefi refpeB ,

I  am,

Honourable S ir , ■ & c .

Cm£ Marsh 20/i*, J A M E S  B R O  W N E ,

1 ‘ ~t$\ Capt. L ig ht Infantry.
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1 D E S C R I P T I O N  of th e  J U N G L E  T E R R Y

I D I S T R I C T S , their Revenues, Trade and Govern­

ment, with a Flan  for the Improvement of them-

. * - ’ f* t

I S E C T I O N  !♦ *

!
■
I  r r. I. r p H E Jungle T erry Diftri£h are bounded by the plains of

eneroi Geogra- A  Bauglepoor and Colgong, and the Ganges on the north.
»i Outline.

On the north weft by the Currukpoor Hills.

On the weft by Guidore, and the plains o f Bahar.

On the fouth and fouth weft by the provinces of Ratngur and 

,acheie.

On the fouth eaft by Birboom.

On the eaft, by the Rajahmahi Hills.

On the north eaft, by the Ganges, and part of the Rajahmahi 

| Hills.
In
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SECTION t .

A R 7'. ii. thofe diltricts are comprehended the undermentioned Pro*

Great Divifion* v*nces> bounded as follows, viz,
*« Provinces*

1 • C U R B U C K D E A , bounded by Ramgur on the weft, by 

Guidore on the north, by Birboom on the eaft, by Pachete and 

Ramgur on the fouth.

z. BIRBOOM , bounded by Curruckdea on the weft, by Cur* 

ruckpoor on the north, by Sultanabad and Radfhi on the eafl, and 

by Pachete on the fouth.

3. C U R R U C K PO O R , bounded by Guidore and Sircar Mon- 

ghyr on the weft, by Colgong and Baugl.poor on the north, by 

the Rajahmahl Hills on the eaft. and by Birboom on the fouth.

4. G U ID O R E, bounded by the plains o f Bahar on the weft, 

by Curruckpoor on the north, by Curruckpoor and Birboom on 

the eaft, by Curruckdea on the fouth.

5. B A U G LE PO O R , bounded by Curruckpoor, and Sircar 

Monghyr on the weft, by the plain country and the Ganges on 

the north, by Colgong on the eaft, and by Curruckpoor on the 
fouth.

6. C O L G O N G , bounded by Bauglepoor on the weft, by the 

plains and Ganges on the north, by the Rajahmahl Hills on the 

i'aft„ arid by Curruckpoor on the fouth. Its greateft extent from

north to fouth, is fifty cofs, and from eaft to weft fe veil ty-fe veil 
cofs.

Thefe
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a r t  nr Tliefc Provinces are again fubdivided into Talookas, or fmalj

Small Divifions, Zemindaries, called Gautwallies, o f which there are in each

I’ly E T w ife t  refpedive province as follows.
nd Villages.

I.

Z I J L L A  C U R R U C K D E A ,

Contains Gautwallies, 30

viz, Seranopour 20 Kifmee

Currurbary Kurkaw

Paulgunge Doomchauns

Laidah Paunch Gomah

5 Luttakie Mafnoodee

Chuckmungoo 25 Dergong

Durhettah Kurgaully

Neckpoorah Pobee

Ulko Gommah

10 Ganday Durndah

Gorungee 30 Suttgomah

Baireah 

Kifgo 

Jereedee 

15 Corchuttah 

Nodeah 

Burkuttah 

Birnee 

Jerrea

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated, 121, Uncultivated 63,

Charity villages, 13. Jaghiers 5.

‘ ■ ' ”............
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H.

P U R G U N N A H  G U I D O  R E .

Z illa  of Chackye, containing

i i  Gautwaliiee, m%.

N e k  Chackye Chaurgurrab.

Keajury Kewal

Sylfery Nowaddah

Simmiriah T illua

5 Butpahr jj Gooteah

Cariagur

Alfo independent, and exclufive of the Ziila o f Chackye, 

nearer to Monghyr, there are under the Jungle Terry Colledor.

3 Gautwallies, viu  

Doomaree 

Mahaiflery 

Kotownah

Khallah villages, none.

I I I .
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B I E R  B O O M .

Under the Collector of the Jungle Terry,

3 Purgunnahs, viz, Saurhet, containing 39 Gautwallles.

viz, Bamun Gommah Gautey

Luck unpoor Patrole

Cuchrah Saltore

Saljure Muftaar

5 Foolchar xo Saldaha

Bourchundee Goomroo

Deogur baud Gurbady

.Dubarah Durrumpoor

Moderj ury Luckneah

15 Burgooneah 30 Kigeah

Boorie Dole)11

Nooneaud Nuggereah

Narainpour Chitteah

Kurnah Rowterah

20 Baradee 35 Barruah

Coolj u rah Jick ty

Gurfurrah Bagdaw

Gobindpoor Biffenpoor

Kujerah 39 Gopalpour

25 Purruah

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated 3. Uncultivated i.

Charity villages, 3.

D  PUR*
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P U R G U N N A H  D E O G U R ,  containing

Gautwaliies 15, viz.

Rooney Belleah

Saltore Ture

- Simmerah Bonetty

Tiljury 10 Doomarah

5 Poon alley Gummurdeah

Surryah Coekurah

Surdaha 

T  arabaud 

15 Jaruleah

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated r. Uncultivated 

and Charity villages dependent on the High Prieft of Deo Gur, 32.

P U R G U N N A I I  B E L P U R T A H .

Containing 24 Gautwaliies, viz.

Safchellah Heracuttah

Baradabah 15 Chelfipattah

Pulmah Kifhurady

Sum? too Choc h I uleram

5 Opubahal Simmerca

Hautbary Chuch Jagernaut
KajuraU

/si#*- ' G°feX
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Kajurah 20 Seteram

Barabauk U<gg<T

Doomkah Farofefimur

10 Affinou Douchah

Ruffickpoor 24 Choto

Dadkah 

Sikarpoor

Alfo Khalfah villages, cultivated 15. Uncultivated 9. 

Charity villages, none.

There ate alfo two Juhgle Terry Purgutmahs, under Rajah 

Affud Zurnma Cavvn, viz.

Koryet and Baharoo 

IV.

P U R G U N N A H  C U R R U C K P O O R .

Zilla Jungle Terry, under the Jungle Terry Collector,

3 Gautwallies, viz.

Lutehmipoor 

Hand way

and

Chandan Cuttoreah

Khalfah villages, cultivated 4. Uncultivated 

Charity villages, none.

D  2 W ith-



/W>—■v\V

I I I  §L
c 8 ]

•SCTIOM I.

Withheld by the Renter of Curruckpoor,

8 Gautwallies, viz.

Ufullah Cockwarrah

MullipOor Simmaroon

Diggie Ludwah

Mungraar 8 Kewfor

Khalfah and Charity villages, none.

P U R O U N N A M  B A U G L E P O O R ,

Containing 4 Zemindaries, viz.

Minniharry.

Pertfundah

Barkope

Muudar

P U R G U N N A H  C O L G O N G ,

Containing. 1 Zemindary, viz.

Muddabun

A R T .  IV,  CU R KU CKD ^A, the Khalfah di ft rifts are quite plain, and 

O ••• il V1.1 of manv of the Gautwallie? have more plain than jungle in them ;
•he Country an.i ' .
Suk «• Cttluvi* but others ar-- extremely covered wall it, and have ftrongand dan­

gerous paflfes, of which that commonly called the Curiuckdea

Pafs
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Pafs (but by the country people the Gommah Gaut, as the hills 

it paffes through are in that Gautwaily) is extremely ftrong.

The cultivation o f the country is Co much decayed, that it dotes 

not yield one half o f the revenues it did in the time of Corngar 

Cawn, though collected with much greater harfhuefs; but as I have 

removed many grievous oppre/fions under which the inhabitants 

laboured, by which means Riots from the neighbouring diftrifts 

are frequently fettling there; I hope the country will foon be 

relieved horn its pre-fen t diRreRtd fjtu if ion, to which it has been 

reduced, partly by the deftru&ion of its Riots by the famine of 

1770, but Rill more by the oppreflion of its annual farmers, 

whofe pofle(Rons being merely temporary, they were induced ro 

make the moR of their time, and as they had not force to inter­

fere with the Ga-utu allies, the bu'thcn fell on the Khalfah diflii&s.

Communication Its communications with otJicr diRricls are, with the diftri<R o f
with other Coun-
<rie*- Mev, by the Gommah and Singher pa-flls, with Ranigur by the

Corrumtna pafs, and many other roads not diftinguifticd by any 

particular names, with P a ch et, through Toondy, a high road, 

and with the Jungle Terry tlilhicbs* by a multitude o f roads, 

moR of them paflable by field artillery.

G U ID O R E ,— the Zilla of Chackye and GautWallies of Du- 

maree, Mabaiflerey and Kotowna. hav- a good deal o f plain 

country in them, all indeed except the part towardo the,Chackye 

and Mahaiflery pafles, and part towards th" Jungle Terry Cur- 

ruck poor, which are nothing but rocks and jungles.— T h e culti­

vation is tolerable, but tile greater part of the foil too high for

l rice i
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rice; here alfo the want of inhabitants, fmce 1770, is heavily com­

plained of.

A ll the communications are with the Jungle Terry diftri&s, 

and pnflable for guns, excepting a communication with the Bahar 

province by the Chackye pafs, which is immenlejy rocky and 

difficult to get artillery through, even though not oppofed.

The Mai fiery pafs is for men ami bullocks only, it joins the 

road from Chackye to Curruckdea, with that from Guidore to

Chackye.

BIERBOOM ,— the fouthern and fouth weftern parts of Saur- 

rct .are tolerably plain, and a final! part of the Purgunnah of Deo 

Gurr, but all the reft o f  this divihon of the Jungle Terry, is 

entirely jungle, moft efpecially the Purgunnah of Relpurtah, 

which is bordered on the north by the fouth fide of thofe hills, 

the northern tide of which is called the Rajahmahl Chain.

The cultivation is far from being high even in the few plains 

which there arc, and there has been a fcarcity o f inhabitants ever 

fince the famine of 1770.

The communication o f this part with the plain country of 

Bierboom, is by the high road, ivhich extends from the plains of 

Bahar toSoory by the Chackye pafs.

There is alfo a communication w ith Radfhahi by way o f Ba- 

h a r o o f a i d  to be a pretty good road, and a pafs through the

hills

\
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hills from Futtipoor in Belpurtah, to the road called on the 

maps ** Morrifon’s pafs.”

A ll its other roads are to different parts of the Jungle T erry, 

and pailable for artillery in general.

CU R R U CK PO O R ,— all the Gaufwally lands are very jungley, 

and in particular thofe o f Luchmipoor; the prodigioufly thick 

bamboo jungles which cover moll parts o f it, and are befides 

interperfed with iinall rivers, hills and rocks, render die palling 

through them where occupied by the enemy, very hazardous, as 

they tire on you from all Tides, without your feeing them, or 

being able to annoy them in return in any adequate degree.

The northern parts bordering on the Khalfah lands, are in 

many parts tolerably plain.

The Khalfah lands are plain, but great part o f  them have never 

been cultivated, whether from the badnefs of the foil, or an abori­

ginal want o f the inhabitants, I cannot decide ; and in confequence, 

are grown over with long grafs jungles.

The want o f cultivation and inhabitants is lef3 vifible in the 

Gautwaily o f Luchmipoor, than in mod: other parts of thejungle 

T erry; becaufeJagemautDeo, and hispredeceflnrs, were always 

powerful enough to keep off the oppreffions o f Tuffeldars and 

Farmers ; and of courfe were enabled to Ihew fome indulgence 

to the Riots, in times o f natural calamity.— But the Khalfah

lands
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lands by the incurlions of the hill robbers, and alfo thofe o f the

Jungle Chiefs, are almoft an entire defart.

A ll live communications are with the other dilhidts o f the 

Jungle Terry, and paflable to field artillery, excepting the one 

called Morrifon’s pafs, which leads from Jumnee, and enters the 

fouth-well: angle o f the clutter o f hills, called the Rajahmahl hills, 

near a village called Dowdauud, about thirteen cofs, E.N.E. o f 

Luchraipoor ; this pais leads to Patchwarrah in Sultanabad, which 

is twenty-one cofs diftant only, and is a road by which the 

Mahrartahs once entered Bengal.

K AU G LEPO O R  and C O L G O N G ,— all the inhabited parts 

of both thele diviiions (excepting the duller of hills called the 

Rajahmahl Hills) are plain, uniefs it be a narrow ftrip extending 

along the foot of thofe hills, and poflefled by a number of the 

Chokeydarry Gaut walls, whole bufmefs is to keep the hill 

people from making defeent, but they do it to little effect.— The 

hills themfelvcs have many vallies between them, but the only 

p,uts cultivated are the fides o f the hills.— It is an error to fun- 

pole thofe hills form a chain, and have any connexion with other 

hills ; they are a duller of hills furrounded by the flat country, 

as an ifland is by the lea.

T h e pafs, by which Mr. Holwell fays that the, Mahrattah 

Chief Balajc Row, entered Bengal from the plains of Colgong, 

is fituated in the Toppah of Minneharry ; it is called Choonteah, 

and enters the hills near the village of Mowarrah, from hence to 

Mudguah, which lies in the vally between the Minneharry and

Rajahmahl
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Rajahmahl Hills, is nine cofs: at Mudguah is a lake of waters 

from thence after paffing the remainder of that valley, you af- 

cend by a very good road the Rajahmahl Hills, and come into the 

plains .weft o f Nagaiarbang by the pafs called Chowndy; the 

neareft village is called Nowgylr.

Mr, H olwell’s fpeaking o f this march as a difficult atchieve- 

ment, is matter of furprize to me ; as by tire accounts of many 

people with whom I have converfed, and who were reiidcuts on 

the fpot at the time o f the paftage of Balajee R ow ’s troops, the 

road was then fo well known and frequented, that the Biparries 

ufed to drive their loaded bullocks through it, to avoid the duties 

paid at Tillengurry.— They further fay, that the man who con­

duced the Mahrattah’ s from Colgong through the hills, was one 

of the Chokeydars o f Minneharry, and that his name was Du- 

dunfing.— Mr. Holwell fays he was a peafant o f Colgong, and 

that Balajee Row gave him a lack o f rupees reward; this is 

not confirmed by the people in this quarter, for they fay the man 

died fome time after very poor near Otidwa Nullah.

It is with the greateft deference 1 venture to offer the correc­

tion of fo refpedable an authority as Mr. H olw ell; but the very 

minute local knowledge I have acquired of thofe countries, by 

flveral years refidence in them, and the perfonal knowledge I have 

o f the people themfelves, who have refided here all their lives, 

makes me think that the information I have proceeded on, is fuch 

as Mr. Holwell would have preferred to any other, had the objeft 

been of confequence enough to induce him to fearch for it.

E  The

SECTION J.
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The cultivation of thefe two divifions is moft wretched; ex­

cepting a little towards the high roads, which is thinly inhabited, 

you fee nothing but immenfe defolate plains; from the fame 

caufes as have been before given, refpe&ing the other diftridts.

T h e hill; do not produce enough for their inhabitants, which 

is a principal caufe of their depredations.

A ll the communications of thefe dtllricts both with the plain 

countries of Bauglepoor and Colgong, and with the Jungle 

Terry, are good and paffable to artillery.

S E C -
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T H E  grofs revenues of theie countries as they flood in the year 

177-,  are as follows:

C crruck.dea —  —  Son Rupees *5535 T4 5
_  __ 4 c82 10 i 6
G u i d o r e  —  —
„  _ _ __ about 24000 o oB ier boom —  —
_ __ —  q q q 8 2 10
CuRRUCKFOOR —  y y y

B auolepoo.  and ] 2o6g i2

COLGONO J
Sk »  „   . 1,1 .o n ..................-I -I- —

Total 74801 7 16

** It appears to me, however, that this revenue is more than the

Diftrid can well afford to pay, leaving fuels a decent provtfion tor 

the Zemindars and their families, as fhall make them fatisfied 

with the government they live under, and above the neceflirv 01 

encouraging arid tharing in robberies— Because there is no influx 

of money to the country from trade, in the i aft equal to the fum 

taken in the collcaions; two-thirds of the traffic being the ex- 

change of fuch articles as the Jungles produce, for other neceflk- 

ries o f life, which are only to be had by importation, fo that the 

balance of money is conftantly increafing againft them, and they 

are often obliged to borrow at a high rate of intered to pay then 

rents. T he moft improvable part is the Jungle 1 erry of Baugle- 

poor and Colgong, which lying near the Ganges, have the means 

of diipofing of the produce of their country in whatever manner 

they pleafe. The remedy for this decreafeof money wiU be point-

ed out in the fifth Se&ion.
E 2 w M
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A R T. 1. W IT H  refped to the productions which the Jungle Terry has 

Frutk&ioni, in common with the provinces o f Bengal and Bahar, nothing 

more need be laid, than that in general the cultivation o f rice, 

though not very considerable, is the fource from whence the 

greater part of the rents are paid; excepting in the Jungle Terry 

of Bauglepoor and Colgong, where they have very fine and plenti­

ful crops o f wheat and of fugar-cane.— T he crops railed for their 

own confumption, are of different kinds of fmall grain, o f which 

the following are but little known in the plain countries.

C O D O — a fmall red grain, which fells five maunds for a rupee.

The inaund here is very fmall.

G O O N  O L E  Y — a fmall blackifh grain, which fells four maunds 

for a rupee.

BO R A H — a final I kind o f white bean, which fells two maunds 

and a half for a rupee.

JE N O R A H — the grain we call Indian corn, fells four maunds 

for a rupee.

KAIREE— another fmall whitilh grain like the codo, fells four 

maunds for a rupee.

MUR-
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M URRUAFI— another fmall reddifh grain* fell? four maunds for 

a rupee.

The other articles which arc turned to the purpofes o f trade, 

and are peculiar to the Jungles, are the following :

M O W A H — This is the fruit o f a large tree., not very unlike 

the wallnut-trec; in the month of March and April the fruit is 

ripe, and fails off the tree itfe lf; it is white, about the fize and 

ihape of a large grape, but covered with a {kin much thinner ; it 

is full of affixing, fweet, intoxicating juice, which has alfo a 

ffnell like 'fart(horn ; the natives ent it both ripe, and dried like 

a raifin ; they alfo diftil a very ftrong fpirit from it, and the Bipar­

ries who pnrehafe ir, carry it into the plain countries for the pur- 

pole o f diffillation. Its common price is live annas per maund.

IR O N — O f this they have'two kinds, one which is dug out o f 

the earth in fmall pieces, the other is picked out of the lands at 

the bottom o f the rivers ; the qualify is fo indifferent that it re­

quires upon an average four maunds o f the ore to make one maund 

ol iron, and that, after all, is but coarfe ; it is made by melting 

in the ulual mann r, and is then formed into codallies, plough­

shares, and fmall j iggs ; the codallies, which are the beff kind of 

iron, are five rupees per maund.

DAM M Al I— This is a fpecies of rofin produced from the tree 

called Suckuah, and is procured in the fol low mg manner : In July,

Auguft, and September, the bark of the old trees is cut off in 

three or four places ail round, and the rofin, which flows fpon-

taneoufly,



®  'Sl
[ »8 ]

SECTION J .

taneoullv, is colleges! by the natives fix or feven days after the 

incifion* and dried, which is the whole o f the procefs; it fells 

for three annas per maund.

K U T T — This article, which is eaten with betle, is procured 

in the following manner—-There is a fmall fhrub called Kyre, 

about the fize of the babool-tree ; the branches and body of this 

fhrub they cut in fhort pieces, and after paring away the bark and 

wood, the lap, or pith in the middle, is put into a quantity o f 

water and boiled for a confiderable time, till the water is almoft 

confumed ; it is then of a brownilh colour, and about the confsli­

en cy of glue ; they then pick out the pieces of pith, and again 

boil the liquor till it is thick enough to form into cakes, after 

which it is expofed to the fun and wind till it becomes hard. It 

fells for two rupees eight annas per maund.

T E K O O R — This is made from the root of the Jungle Huldee, 

or Turmerick-plant; this root being broiled very fine is put into a 

quantity of water, and left for two or three days, when the part 

which conftitutes the Tekoor fubfides to the bottom, the reft 

fw n n s; the water is then poured off, and the fediment is expofed 

to the fun till it becomes a fine dry powder, it is fold for two 

rupees, eight annas per maund.

T U 5SUR— This is a coarfe fpecies o f liik, produced by a kind 

of filk-worm natural to thefe Jungles, whole food is the leaves o f 

a fmall tree called Affin; the people who look after the cultivation, 

about the latter end of June, expofe the eggs preferved from the 

preceding brood upon the leaves of that tree ; after this, when the

worms
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worms are grown pretty large, they carry them to other trees of 

the fame fpecies, but which have b.-en previously prepared for 

fhooting out young leaves, by breaking off the o ld : by the months 

of October and November the worms have fpun their complete 

quantity, when the natives gather the concons, and fell them 

without further preparation, taking care to preferve as many as 

will furnifh eggs for the fucceeding year. T h ey fell the belt kind 

for two rupees eight annas the caw an, or one thoufand two hun­

dred and eighty concons.

It may be a queftion worth afking, whether, i f  the growth o f 

the Mulberry-tree could be effected in thofe parts, rhisfilk might 

not be improved to a fine a quality as that of Caffimbuzar ? at 

prefen t it is exceedingly coarfe.

A B R U C K — This i.- a fpecies o f Iflinglafs, and is dug out o f fe- 

veral of the hills iu the J •: !e ib rrv ; its ufe is for making the 

fhining powder thrown by the Hindoos during the Hooly ; alfo 

the large (beets of it for making the lanf orns ufed during the 

Mohrrum, Marriages, &c. It fells for one rupee per tnauud.

In the Diftrict o f Palgtmge, there grows a tret called Cooffum, 

the wood of which is ufed for the upper parts o f the fugar-mills ; 

and fells for eight annas per flick, two o f which are a load for a 

fmall bullock.

Great quantities o f very indifferent fmall cattle are likewife bred 

by the Jungle Te*ry chiefs, and the ghee produced from them is

an



f  I ) |  <SL
[ 20 ]

SECTION J.
m  article o f trade, but to very fnaall amount, the greater part

being expended in the country,

Thefe are all the producTions peculiar to this country that de- 

ferve any remark,— There is alfo a good deal o f wax produced in 

the RajahmahlMiils, w h ic h  the civilization of the Mountaineers 

may in time render an article of trade; but at prefent it is de­

frayed by their eating the combs, honey, and wax all together.

A R T, 11. The trade o f thefe countries is after all very inconfderabJe,

Trade. becaufe all the articles are amazingly bulky or heavy in propor­

tion to their value; and there being no navigable river leading 

* from or to this country, the whole is forced to be conveyed upon 

bullocks, who fuffer extremely, and are foon deftroyed by the 

rockiuefs and badnefs o f the roads; infomuch that 1 may lately 

venture to allert, that any merchant o f fufficient confequence to 

employ agents who Ihould undertake tins trade, would be a loler 

o f part of ids capital; as I could prove, if  1 thought it would be 

doubtful after the account 1 have given of the value of the articles, 

and when it is confidered that the neareft market for any goods is 

upwards of fifty cofs from the medium places o f purchnfe, which 

diflan.ee the goods muft go by land carriage ; and that in general 

the value of a bullock load of goods, w ill fcarcely defray the 

charges of the bullock and his driver, independent of, the impoii- 

rions of agents, the uncertainty of markets, the damage of goods 

by keeping, and the death and infolvency of thofe to whom 

money may be advanced for the providing of goods.

The
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T h e foie trade carried on at prefent, is by the moft inconfidera- 

ble Bengaliies, who by a complication of fmall profits, hav­

ing no expence for agents, and but a fmall capital to inveft, are 

enabled to continue their traffick to fome advantage; the ufual 

method is this,— one of the family fixes his refidence at one of 

the capital villages in the Jungle Terry, and himfclf infpedts the 

preparation o f the goods ; the reft live at their proper refidence, 

either in Bengal or Bahar, where they pu’-chafe at the firft hand 

the goods wanted by the Jungle people; they drive their own 

bullocks to the place where the goods ai;e ready prepared by the 

relation, who a£ts as factor in the Jungles, where the cargo is 

by barter fold to great advantage; the cargo of Jungle commodi­

ties received, is then carried to Bahar or Bengal in the fame man­

ner, and there again bartered for a fecond inveftment for the fame 

market, or fold at a confiderable profit for ready money. T h is 

double profit, unburthened with any charges, and fo rapidly corn- 

pleated, accounts for the trade being as advantageous to thefe 

fmall traders, as it would be deftructive to one who attempted it 

on any other terms.

The articles imported, are cloth, oil, fait, tobacco, betle nut 

and leaf, pepper, garlick, aflaftetida, opium, and all the com­

mon fpices, but in fmall quantities;— turmurick, wheat, dawl, 

flour, and many other fmall articles nqt worth mentioning.

F  . S E C -j* -
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A R T. T. T H E  country is at prelent in a ftate of tranquillity, partly

?reicnt political owing to the i'll fucct-fs of their late military attempts, but ftill
State of theCoun- , , ,
try, more to an attentive management of the leading men who have

J U N G L E  fubmitted to our arms, and reconciling them to their fubje&tom;
T l' R II Y

the country is under the bed regulation imaginable, as to the fnfety 

o f the public roads, hitherto almoft totally obftrmded; which 

has been effe&ed by nothing more than enforcing their ancient 

fydem, the bed calculated for ibis country of any government 

whatever, and of which I will now give fume account.

All thefe Jungle Terry Gautwalls, were formerly fuhjed to 

the feveral Rajahs, to whofe territories their Gautwallies belong­

ed ; they paid a (light tribute in token o f feodal obedience, and 

were bound to oppofe all invafions, (principally from the fouth) 

to attend their Rajahs when fummoned, with all their fol­

lowers in arms, and to be refponfible for every violence and 

irregularity committed in their refpeedive boundaries :— their fol­

lowers are frill bound by the lame feodal ties to them, and have- 

lands for feodal ferviccs ; nothing can be conceived more abfolnte 

than the authority oF thefe chiefs over their vaflals; the fear ot 

death even, when feized on in war, is not fufficient to force from 

them the difeovery of any fecret refpe£ling their chief, his family, 

or property.— In the late war I experienced the greateft difficulties 

from this ftubborn attachment; but I could never avoid admiring

the
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the honour and fpirit of forme of thole who threw them in my 

way.

W hen the feveral Rajahs on whom all thefe Gautwalls depend­

ed, began to decline, the Gautwalls became licentious,— everyone 

was his own mailer,—-they went to war among themfelves on 

family quarrels,or thofe refpe&ing boundaries: at lad utter anar­

chy enfuing, all thofe who had the greated force plundered their 

neighbours, who reimburfed themfelves again, by attacking, like 

beads in the date of nature, thofe who were weaker than them.—

The natural confequences of this, were both licentioufnefs and 

poverty, darving among themfelves ; the lower dalles o f people 

began plundering the plain country and high roads, iu which 

they were, 1 believe, not unfrcqueatly encouraged by their chiefs, 

who aifo withheld the tribute which government demanded o f 

them, as poflWfing thofe territories on which their Gautwallies 

depended; their outrageous enormities compelled government to 

fend the battalion of light infantry againd them, which after a 

long druggie, has brought them into that date o f dependence, 

which they formerly had on their feodal Lords ; at the fame time 

that a much higher tribute is levied on them.— This latter circum- 

dance may be proper enough as a badge of their fuhje&ion after 

rebellion, and to be continued for a time, but not long enough 

to alienate their ade&tons from the date.

Aim ed all the Gautwalls of the Jungle Terry, and a great 

many o f the inhabitants, are of a tribe called Buyahs, they are 

looked upon as but a low cad by the Hindoos o f any rank and 

knowledge, though the chiefs do not fcruplc to wear the Zimar;

F 2 from
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from this fimilarity o f caft, all the chiefs throughout the country 

were conne&ed by marriage, and from this connexion, a general 

union of counfels and arms takes place on all apprehcnfions from 

government, or from any foreign enemy.— Their followers are of 

the chara&er of undifciplined foldlery in all countries, turbulent, 

rapacious, and idle, and think their time much better employed 

in plundering cattle, and deftroyihg villages, than in cultivating 

their lands. Their attachment to their chiefs is extreme, as has 

been oblerved before.— They are armed with good matchlocks, 

fwords and targets, very few bows and arrows being ufed in thefe 

jungles; and their method of lighting is by ambufeades in the 

woods, where they fire upon their enemy unperceived; but 1 have 

heard they fometimes fight pretty clofely among themfelves.—

They have alfb many forts, but now they know better than to 

relv on them againil our troops. With rdpect to the admini- 

Hraticin of juft-ice, there appears to have been none, till the country 

Was put under my iufpcftion, but the Zemindary courts in each 

Zemi; clary, fomerhitig like our ancient courts o f Barony: here 

the Zemindars decided all Catjfes civil and criminal, and proceeded 

to capital punifhments even without appeal; though they feem 

to havepunilhed capitally only in caies of murder, theft, adultery, 

fornication and witchcraft; in all which cafes when the fad was 

doubtful, the ordeal trial by fire or water was fir ft: undergone, and 

decided on the guilt or innocence o f the party.

As long as thefe people are armed and pc Ye fled o f a country 

in itfelf as ftrong as a fortification, as long as the feodal fyftein 

prevail?, fo long will the Zemindars and inhabitants of the Jun­

gle Terry pdffefs the means of raifing difturbauces whenever

diflatisfied
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diffatisfied with government.— -The queftion which mu it ttaturall y  

arife upon this is : “  W ould it riot then be proper to difarm them, 

arid break the feodal dependence W ere I to anfwer the queftion 

it fhould be with the ftrongeft negative, and my reafons would be,

1. Becaufe their being difarmed is what they would oppofo 

almoft at the price of their total extirpation.

2. Becaufe if  you did fucceed in d.farming tnem, yon would 

thereby uncover your whole frontier towards the Mabrattahs, the 

natural enemies of this ftate, who might be oppofed to great ad­

vantage by thefe feodal foldiers if  attached to our interefts ; but i f  

difarmed and utterly dilgufted, their places muft be fupplied by 

regular troops, o f whom a prodigious force would be neceiiary 

to guard the principal paffes, and after all, ineffectual, ftnee none 

but the natives o f that country cat; exift in thofe difmal un- 

wholefome mountains and jungles in which the paftes ate im­

mediately fituated ; and if  they could, they would be eternally 

liable to furprize and deftruftion, while the hatred of a whole 

people attended them ; whereas it feems to me, that a proper 

management of thofe people, would make them as ufeful lubjebts 

as any belonging to the ftate.

3. Becaufe.. the abfolute authority given by the feodal fyftem, 

is indifpenfably ncceffary, for the readily affembling and diftri- 

buting for defence, this armed Peafantry; and the apprehension 

of all kind of offenders with the greateft expedition, in a countiy 

where the ufuai modes o f juftice are lb eaiily defied or evaded ; 

and alfo, that the devoted attachment that they have to their
i chiefs,

xSS ■ G° ix
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4 chiefs, enables you by conciliating them to your uttered, to lecure 

the whole diftrid.

I f  I be nlked what (hould then be done, 1 aniwer, coned the 

bad, and improve the good parts of the prefent fydern, rather 

than overturn the whole to ered a new one, which, though per­

haps better in {peculation, would be attended with more evil 111 

its eftablilhment, than would ever be compenfated by all the good 

it could be capable of producing.

I will in the next Sedion point out, what to my judgment ap­

pears the bed mode of effeding this improvement.

A R T. II it may afford fome relief from fo dry and unentertaming a

ChmAcri of tbe detail, to Biw  fa thU place, the charafters of fome of the moft 
principal Cilicia. r e m a r k a b le  ^ ie fs  in thefe jungles, efpecially as the account is

founded on my p e r W  knowledge of them all.

It may not be improper here to obferve, that the higheft title 

,ivetx to the Buyah Zemindars, who are the original heads of

families, is that o f T ek o it; fecond Tons or younger brothers of

Tekoits, (even though they have founded new Zemindar.es, or

are become ever fo powerful) are only (filed Takoors, and all

the younger branches, are denominated Baboos.— Tt is true, their

fuperior lords have fometimes flattered fome of them, with the

title of Rajah (as thofe of Serampoor and Palgunge for inflance)

but their own tribe pay but little regard to it, and think that not

being ancient, it conveys no honour to the p o f le lW  l i e

general charaderiftic of thefe chiefs, is a great fliare ot rami y 
h and
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and perfonal pride, a high veneration for military achievements, 

particularly thofe, wherein perfonal ikill and bravery have ap­

peared.— In war they light with the fame arms, and aimoft naked 

as well as their foldiers, and partake with them of every kind o f 

hardlliip and danger.— This may fuffice for their general char­

acters as to the particular ones, I fhall arrange them according 

to the divifions to which they belong, as has been done with all 

the other articles, and not by the fcale o f their perfonal or terri­

torial importance; the number of thofe whofe characters I fhall 

infert, will bear no proportion to the multitude o f petty Zemin­

dars in thefe diflxiCts ; but in the Jungle Terry, as well as in 

more civilized hates, there are but few characters of any great 

weight or influence, whom the bulk of the fociety feem to have 

been merely created to follow.

C U R R U C K  D E A .

L O L M U N  M A H T O O ,— as the Foujdaar of this place, is at 

the fame time a native, and a Zemindar of i t : I (hall mention him 

firlh

This man’s name is Ĵ oJmun ; to which is added the title,

Mahtoo, fignifying Dewan, among the Jungle chiefs. He is by 

birth a Gwallah, and was foimerly Mahtoo to Miguelfmg, the

Zemindar

• GCW\
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Zemindar o f Gomal , at that time no very confiderable family: 

when Camgar Cawn firft attempted the conqueft of Curruckdea, 

he 'was oppofed for two years by Durrutndeo, the Zemindar 

of Sutgomah, lying weft of the Curruckdea Pafs ; who had 

then two thoufand men under his authority, whole Zemindary 

commanded the entrance into the pafs : however, the great mi­

litary reputation of Comgar Cawn,, and the force he commanded, 

led every one to believe he would c ertainly make a conqueft of 

Curruckdea at la ft ; on this oecafion Lolrnun advifed his maftfer 

Miguel ling, to go over to Comgar Cawn, and conduit him into 

the country by another road, (the Singher Pafs; which would 

0 uftablifti him in his favour for ever; whereas, by joining in the

refiftance, he mvrft fooner or later lhare in the general ruin: his 

mafter followed his advice, went over to Comgar Cawn, conduct­

ed him into the country, which was conquered, and for his fer- 

vices received feveral Jaghiers, had his Zemindary at a very low 

rent, and Sunnuds granting him one anna on every rupee collected 

in the whole Zilla o f Curruckdea, which he ftill holds.— Lolrnun 

had alfo feveral jaghiers granted to him, and was appointed Fouj- 

daarof the Zilla, which office he has held with little interruption 

for twenty-five years : he Is an old man, of confiderable abilities, 

considering bis origin, is perfectly varied in the revenues ot that 

Zilla, has a confiderable lhare of perfonal courage, and fome 

military knowledge acquired under Comgar Cawn ; but at the 

fame time he is artful, rapacious, and little to be relied on in 

point o f veracity;— but his local knowledge of the country and 

revenues, the weight he has among the Zemindars, from the 

length of time he has held this office, and the confidence placed 

in him by Comgar Cawn, render him by far the fitteft man for 

• colle&ing
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collecting that diftrid, provided he is under the infpedibn ot 

a perfon capable of judging for himfelf, avoiding the influence of 

his mifreprefentations, and preventing the effects of his rapacity, 

his private piques again ft particular families, and his partial ity 

towards others, particularly that of Gomah, I believe this man 

was a principal advifer in the meafufe o f affording Jagernaur Dcd 

fhelter, when he fled to Curruckdea in 1773 • ^  tiiat ot

•uniting the Zemindars of that diftrid m the fcheme o f affxfting 

him with men, &c. to attempt the expulfion o f  my battalion in 

1 77 <5; a confcioufnefs of this made him prepare for flight, when 

1 went to Curruckdea in March 1775; but as I forefaw that a 

general ruin of the Zilla would follow my then exprefling my 

lefentment, 1 wrote him to return, allured him o f my protedion 

and favour, and on his coming in, confirmed him in his office and 

privileges ; whereby that diftrid was kept quiet for that time, 

and he by his office, retained within my reach, whenever I fhould 

chufe to call him to account.

T E K O IT  PER M AISH ER  SIN G ,— the Zemindar of Gomah, 

is fon of Miguel Sing, mentioned above; his family was not ori­

ginally very confiderable, nor are his abilities, but the weight 

given to him by the favour o f Comgar Cawn, the having Lolmuti 

a fervant of his family, at the head of the colledions, together 

with his Jaghiers and other privileges, make him now of confi­

derable confcquence; his father was related to the uncle of Ja« 

gernaut I3eo by marriage, and this zealoufiy attached him to ms 

intereft; but the great advantages he enjoys from* Government, 

will prevent his ever breaking out in difcoedience as long as they 

are in his poffeffion.

G , T E K O IT

' e° ix
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T E K O IT  B A H A D E R  SIN G ,— next in filiation to Gomah, is

the: Zemindar of Currurbarry, Behader S in g; his diftridt border­

ing immediately on the eafl, as Gomah does on the weft, o f the 

Khaifah lands of Curruckdea: he is himfelf a youth o f no 

great parts, but- his Dew an is accounted a man o f great capacity, 

and by his means his mallei ' 3 con fequ cnee among the Zemindars 

is pretty couiiderable, by keeping him clofely connected with 

Lolmun and the Gomah family; his relation to Jagernaut Deo 

is through the family o f La id ah, (the Zemindar of which is a 

coufin of Bahader Sing’s,) whofc daughter was married in the 

year 1775 to Jagernaut D eo ; alfo through the fame relation to the 

ho life of Serampoor,

T E K O IT  D U BRAJ S IN G ,-o n  the fouth and call o f Cur- 

rurbarry, is the Zernindary of Laidah, of which the Zemindar is 

Dubraj Sing— He is a man of very moderate talents, and his 

Zernindary but fmail ; however, heis fupported by his connedlions 

by marriage, with the families o f Serampoor and Currurbarry; 

through the intervention of the former of rhefe, he in October 

1773, gave his daughter in marriage to Jagernaut Deo, which has 

rendered him a firm adherent to him.

3\ A jA l I BISS AN SIN G ,— eafl and a little to the northward 

of eafl from Laidah, is the Zernindary of Serampoor, the Zem in­

dar of which place, wdiofe name is Billan Sing, is called Rajah; 

w hich title was given and rendered hereditary, both to him and 

to the Zemindar of Palgunge, by feme of the Rajahs of Soor, 

on occaGon o f thofe Gautwalls performing fome particular fer- 

vices for them.— The character o f this man fee ms of a very ex­

traordinary
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trnordinary nature, for though he has fo little capacity as not 'to 

be able to tranfadt any bufmeis, and his Zernindary is extremely 

ill regulated, yet he has a pretty considerable political weight in 

the country, and was the principal man in the late conspiracy in 

favour of Jagernaut Deo, to whole fan the daughter o f Biflan 

Sing is married; yet at the fame time, he has not had for many 

years fufficieut authority to enforce the payment >f a rupee from 

Cunlhun Sing, for.the Talook of Dcopoor, which is one-eighth 

part of the Serampoor Zcmindary. The Zernindary of Seram- 

poor is a large one, and tolerably well cultivated.

RAJAH  SU BERAN  SIN G ,— fouth and fouth-weft from 

Serampoor, is the Zernindary of Palgunge, o f which Suberan 

Sing is Zemindar, as 1 before obferved, with the title o f Rajah : 

his character is not much known, but looked on as facred, being 

High Prielt to the Temples on the Mountain o f Parifnaut, fituated 

on the fouth fide of Palgunge, which Mountain alio enabled his 

father to evade the arms o f Comgar Cavvn, by hiding himfelf and 

his effects there, and this hold inclines him to be prone to difobedi- 

ence. l ie has not any family connexion with the houleof Seram- 

poor, but they have always been of the fame counfel, perhaps, owing 

to the friend (hip a riling from the reciprocal good offices which their 

vicinity has enabled them to render toeach other in times of calami­

ty ; and this connexion o f frieridlhip led him to'join indirectly with 

the Serampoor Rajah, and his party, in favour o f Jagernaut Deo.

Thefe five houfes have always kept up a good intelligence with 

Lolmun Mahtoo, and he has often employed them to his own 

advantage, both in peace and war; fometimes they have differed, 

but it has foon been adjufixd; the whole Government o f the

G z chllrift
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diilriit is left to an uncle o f the Rajah’s, whofe name is Toolfey 

'ig, a man equally able and turbulent, and by whofe advice

every thing if* done. ' :v

T E K O lT  JE SSM O N T D E O ,— on the weflern boundary o f

Curruckdea, below the paf>, is fituated the Zemindary o f Sutgo- 

mah, o f which Jeflmont Deo is Zemindar, who is a man of a 

tolerable lhare o f capacity and courage. This Zemindary was 

once the moll confiderable m the whole Zilla. Comgar Cawn, 

who formed the delign of taking the whole Zilla o f Curruckdea 

into his own hands, began by collecting a tribute from the Sutgo- 

mah Zemindar; this he refuted to fubmit to, and prepared to op* 

pofe Comgar C aw ifs entrance into Curruckdea, o f which, as f  

have faid, this Zemindary was the weftern boundary ; the ftrength 

o f the pafles, and the aid given to him by the other Zemindars, 

enabled him to defeat the defigns of Comgar Cawn for near two 

years; when the Gomah Zemindar joining Comgar Cawn, con­

duced him into the country by another pafs, it was fubje&ed, and 

the Zemindar of Sutgomah was obliged to fubmit, and become 

tributary. He was however, pardoned, and allowed to hold his 

Zemindary: lbmetime after, Comgar Cawn being confined by 

Rajah Rnmnarain at Patna, a Foujdaar was fettt on the part o f 

the latter to collect his revenues. The Sutgomah Zemindar from 

refentment againft Comgar Cawn, joined the Foujdaar, and difeo- 

vered to him the places where Comgar Cawn had fecreted his 

wealth, which was feized on.— But Comgar Cawn loon after ef- 

caping from prifotv, and having already prepared by private letters 

every thing for driving out the Foujdaar, the very day he arrived, 

he feized on all the pafles round Curruckdea, and lent the Foujdaar

word,
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word, that he would fuffer him to tlcape on no other condition, 

than that o f his delivering the Zemindar o f Sutgomah and his 

fon into his hands: the Foujdaar to fave himfelf, acquiefced in 

the propofal; and wrote Comgar Cawn to be near a certain pafs 

called Singhar, and he won Id then feize on the SutgOmah Zemin­

dar, and deliver him up. He accordingly requefted the Sutgomah Ze­

mindar to efcort him out o f that pafs ; the other not having any fufpi- 

cion of treachery from a man to whom he had been lo fcrviceable, 

contented to the propofal; and when the Foujdaar approached the 

pafs, he feized on the Zemindar and his Ion, and delivered both 

into the hands of Comgar Cawn, who thereupon let him pafs.—

Comgar Cawn kept both father and fon in confinement for above 

two years, and by repeated threats and proroifes, extorted almoft 

all his wealth from the former, in hopes of faving ins life ; after 

which he put both to death, and colletted the Zemindary Khafs'i 

in this ft ate- it remained for near three years, till the prefent 

Zemindar Jeffinont Deo, fecond fon to the one who was cut off, 

collecting a number of people togethe r lrom the feveial Zemindars 

in his intereft, entered the Zemindary of Sutgomah, drove out 

the force flattened in .the fort by Comgar Cawn, and laid the 

country wafte all round. Comgar Cawn from a fenfe of his 

injuftke to this family, and to prevent lofs <md delay m conttnd- 

ing with fuch a kind of enemy, fuffered him to make propofals, 

which he accepted, and eftabliftied him in his Zemindary; the 

rreateft hatred has ever fince fubfifted in this family againft Lol- 

mun and the Goman family, both of whom they confider as en­

riched by their treachery to the Sutgomah houfe, in joining 

Comgar Cawn.

T E K O IT
/
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T E K O IT  SH E E PD U T  S IN G ,— on the fouthward boundary 

of Curruckdea, clofe to that of Ramgur, is fituated the Zemin - 

clary of Dumchauns, the Zemindar of which is Sheepdut Sing, 

who is the fir ft military character of all the Buyah chiefs, having 

always Jived with his neighbours in a Rate o f warfare and plunder, 

particularly with the borderers o f  Ramgur, owing to ancient 

hereditary animofiries, which could jfcarce fail to originate be­

tween the lavage borderers o f two rival Rajahs.— The Jituation of 

the country, joined to his difpolition, lias given a military turn - 

of mind to all his tenants, infbmucb, that on his having any 

project of plunder in view, every man of his Talooka, capable 

of bearing arms,, takes the field with him, to the number as is 

{aid, of fiyc. or fix hundred, and he has been known to carry his 

depredations into the very heart o f Pachete ; this character has 

made him  always be courted by thofe who wifhed at any time to 

rails d iff nr bances, at the fame time, that it rendered him an of- 

fenfive objeft to the governors o f the diftrift, who on their fide 

never milled any opportunity o f mortifying and injuring him, 

particularly Lolmun Mahtoo, who piqued at the little refpeT 

fhewn hint by this Gautwall, never failed to point him out as a 

rebel whenever troops were Cent into that Zilla, by which means 

his ! alooka was frequently pillaged, but he never fubmitted or 

came in in perfon.

In 1768, when an infurre&ion took place in favour o f Khader 

Buckfii Khan, this Zemindar was the principal man who joined 

him, and animated by his private enmity againft Lolmun, pro- 

poied as the firft hoftility, the befieging the fort of Curruckdea,

o f
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o f which Lolmun was then Foujdaar, and at the fame time 

laying wade with fire and fword, the Talooka o f Gomah, of 

which Labium’s original patron Was the Zemindar ; the fcheme 

was approved, and Sheepdut Sing, who was the perfon employed, 

executed it to the greateft perfection : lbme time aiter ! ,olmvtn

propofed to come in to Khader Bucklh Khan, and to make his 

people give up the fort of Cumtckdea, which they ffiU continued 

to defend; his offer was accepted, but no foonei was he in the 

camp of Khader Bucklh Khan, than his old enemy Sheepdut 

girig pro poled to confine him, and extort Irom him a ium f > t 

money; this was accordingly done, and the fum fixed for his 

releafe, was twenty-eight thouland inpees, thirteen tnoufand of 

which he paid, and was in confinement ior the ft.If, when. Capt.

Camac being feat with his battalion to fupprefs thofc commotions,

Khader Bucklh Khan fled, and during his flight, Lolmun found 

the means of making his eficape ; loon alter he went and offered 

his fervices to Captain Camac, and revenged himfeif on Sheepdut 

Sing, by reprefen ting him (and for once very jullly) as the 

principal offender in that rebellion, which induced that gentleman 

to attack him, deftroy his fort, and lay his I alooka waffe, in 

which Ante it remained all the tifne Captain Camac ftaid in that 

Zilla, which was five or fix months; yet during that time,

Sheepdut Sing would never come in, but carried on feme negoci- 

ations by bis Vakeel, the refult of which was, his being boon 

after permitted to return to his Zemindr.ryon his former footing; 

but the relentment fubfifting between Lolmun and him, has 

inver abated; he on his fide refufing ever to come near the 

Cutcherry, and Lolmun continually reprelentnig him as a villain 

and a rebel; and in the year 1775, on an omiffion to pay fome

i balance
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balances o f revenue, Lolm un perfuaded N u tty  Khan, the then 

farmer, to collect a number o f  armed men and plunder his 

f alooka, as the bed: way of paying himfelf, which he did, and 

tins tuns of courie increafed this Zemindar’ s enmity, for Lolm.un ; 

his peace was again made with N utty Khan by Vakeel, and he 

returned to his Talooka, a fhort time before the delivery of the 

/ ilia  over to my charge; in 1775, Lolnnm again made mention 

of him to me, as a man who had been humbled a little, but 

whole utter deftrudUon was absolutely requiiite for the peace of 

the country; but as I was cautious of receiving wrong impref- 

fions, I deferred taking any fteps againfl bun till 1 could prove 

his difobedience, and fhortly after, on my promife o f laftl /, he 

came in to me, and has ever lines remained peaceable and obedi­

ent to go\ eminent.

i ’A K O O R  C( N SB U N  SIN G ,— the Talooka o f Deopoor, 

being one-eighth part o f  the Zemindary o f Serampoor, is pof- 

iefled by this m an; it being the portion allotted about one 

hundred yrars ago, to one of his progenitors, who was the 

younger brother of the then Zemindar, the title of Takoor, im- • 

plying the iflue of the fe child branch of the family; the prelent 

"I akoor Cunfhun Sing, is a man of Ids capacity than courage and 

integrity, o f which, he gave proofs, firft with refpcdb to the 

family of Jagermtut Deo, and afterwards to Government, on the 

following occafion : the elder lifler o f  Cuhlhun Sing being married 

to the father of Durrum Deo, cm the expuliion of Jagernaut Deo 

and his family in 1-73 , the women, children, and property of 

Durrum Deo, were fecured at Deopoor, where he alfo relided 

himfelf; and on the general confederacy o f the Buyah chiefs,

Cunfhun

■ Gô X
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Cunflnm Slug fupplied his proportion of men and aims for tnc 

;i! tacks made on the Nations of the batta’iou. In confequence of 

intelligence received on all thefe points in July i 775* 

my attempts to fuprize Jagernaut Deo or his party in vain, I 

relolved to attack their friends and allies ; and as Cunfhun Sing 

had a died with great mfoience, in declaring his determination to 

refill Government, and was in poff:(lion of a ftrong fort, 1 thought 

an attack on him would he exemplary, and might be decibve, as 

tiie family of Durrura Deo was in the fo rt; I therefore, by an 

expeditious march of twenty-three cols, ijivefled the fort the 

20th July, and took it the fame n igh t; but the garrifon efcapcd 

by favour of the darknels; and the number of troops being in- 

fufficient to furround fo large a fpace, with little fofs, after 

having kept up a conftant fire from nine in t!v mortiing till 

twelve at night, 1 deftroyed the fort, and all the villages and 

grain in the diftria, after which 1 delivered it in charge to the 

Serampoor Rajah; both with defign to keep Cunlhun Smg out 

effe&ualiy, and alfo to encreafe the enmity already fubfifting be­

tween him and Biffan Sing, fenfible that to fubjugate thefe people, 

it was firft ntceflary to divide them ; Cunfhun Sing, thus ex­

pelled, ami diftrefled by the enmity o f the Rajah, was obliged to 

fobmir, and about the middle of Auguft wrote me, that i f  l  

would fend him Betel, he would deliver him felf up; this was done, 

and on his arrival, being willing to remove all obftacles to the 

fubmifiion of others, I received him with kindnels, and only re­

quiring of him to bring in Durrum D ui, on promife o f pardon, 

difmified him with the diihadtou or a RUel.it, and aiTurance o f 

future favours on performance of his engagement.

H In
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In October lie brought in Duirum Deo, and Immediately re- 

Aored to him his Talooka, by virtuc'of the authority given me 

by Government, to ufe fuch means as appeared to me mofl advife- 

able for the general benefit of the country. It may not be unin- 

fefefting here to relate two circumAances charatteriAic o f the 

honour and refolution of this man ; when the news o f the de- 

Aruftion of Deopoor, arrived with Jagernaut Deo, Durrum Deo, 

frightened for the event to his family, went immediately over 

to the Jungles, whether Cunflntn Sing had fled, where he la­

mented his misfortune, that his only friend fhould be ruined, 

while thofe o f Jagernaut Deo had efenped ; and propofed imme­

diately to fubmit at diferetion, as a lefl’er e\ il, than buffering fuch 

perfecution ; this Cun hum Sing objected to, and infilled on com­

ing in himfelf; faying, that his death would be a fmaller lot's than 

that of Durrum Deo, and if  lie was pardoned, who was fo recent 

an offender, Durrum Deo might then fubmit with a confidence of 

fafety, which he accordingly did. The other circumfiancc is, 

that on his being fo Well received by me, his friends ad vi fed him 

to Aipulate favourable terms for himfelf before lit undertook the 

bringing in Durrum Deo; but he rtjej&ted their advice, faying, his 

fubmiflion was amply rewarded by the pardon of his life, and he 

would trull to the generofity o f Government for the reward of 

any future fervices he might perform.

It is now proper to point out the caufe o f dlftgfeement between 

Turn and the Rajah Biflan Sing. I have before obferved, that he 

pofleffed by family right one eighth of the Zemindary of Seram- 

poor, for which he paid tribute to the Rajah } about eight years 

ago, he obferved to the Rajah, that when this diviiion was given

to
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to hxs forefathers* their families and expeuces were final! 5 that 

now his own were very great, and therefore he begged the Rajah 

to give him a larger Talooka ; this the Rajah peremptorily refuf- 

ed, on which Cunflnm Sing withheld his rents entirely, and by 

means o f his fort, and tire number of his feodal troops, kept him- 

felf utterly independent; this has produced an extreme hatred 

■ in the Rajah towards him, and the infults offered by him to 

Cunlhun Sing, when the Talooka was given in charge to him 

by me, have made it reciprocal and mortal, I will now point 

out the ufe to which I think the refentments of thefe Zemindars 

o f Si fgomah, Dumchauns, and Deopoor, may be turned, with 

refpeft to keeping the Z illa  o f Curruckdea in fubje&ion, as alfo 

the fteps already taken for that end*

It is evident from the'preceding recital, that the Zemindar o f 

Sutgomah will readily promote any thing for the humiliating and 

injuring of the Gomah family, or indeed any of the faction of 

Lolmun Mahtoo; the fame principles, befides a general love for 

plunder and rapine, a&qate the Zomiudar of Doomchauns; and 

Cunlhun Sing, it is clear, will give into every meafure for injuring 

the Rajah of Seram poor.

The Reps necefTary to be taken by Government to avail it felf 

of thefe difpofitions, were to foment their differences, and remove 

any thing that might promote an union of interefh ; this I have 

done, by exempting the two firft from the, duty o f one anna paid 

to the family of Gomah; fuppor ting the pretenfiom of Cunflnm 

Sing again ft the Rajah of Serampoor, and bv fettling all difputes 

about boundary, &c. m favour of thefe Zemindars; and as the,

11 2 only
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only general principle likely to unite them to the other Zemmdars, 

was to oppofe any increafe o f rents, and to Lolmun, for Ms favour 

towards them as Foujdaar ; to prevent thefe, their rents are fixed, 

and l have taken the ColleTion of them immediately into my own 

hands;— they on their parts (wearing fidelity and feodal fervices 

to Government, whenever called on; thus I have lecuted the fer­

vices o f thefe men, by whole intimate knowledge o f the country 

and haunts of the others, in cafe of diftaffeftioo among the reft o f 

the Zemindars, I can injure them more in a month, than other- 

wife could be done in an age, by an apprehenfion of which, they 

are held in fubjeclion: for they have a proverbial faying in great 

repute among them, that Zemindars are fife while united, but 

the defe£tion of one will ruin a thou find ; adverting to the in­

telligence he can give of their holds for fecreting their families 

and property. T his is all which need to be faid of the Jungle 

Terry o f C’urruekdea.

G U ID O R E,— the Rajh of Guidore war, formerly o f great 

extent, but the conqUefts made from it by the Rajah of Bierboom, 

and Comgar Cawru and the independency which thefe wars gave 

the Gautwalls an opportunity o f aflumtng, have reduced the pte- 

fent Rajahs Gopal Sing, and Durrup Sing, to fo low an ebb, that 

they can fcarcely recover fufficient confequenee to be of any 

political weight whatever; I (hall not therefore fay any thing of 

them, but fpeak of the only man of any confequenee now in 

the diftrid, which is the principal Zemindar of Chackye.

T E K O IT  M E T N A R A 1N  SIN G ,— is the name of this man; 

and his Talooka, which includes the town and gaut of Chackye,

1 being
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being by far the jjargef! o f tea which compofe the Zilla, his 

power was proportionably great ; and the Rajahs of Guidore 

having no power of late years, received by his influence fuch 3 

tribute as he choie to pay for himfelf and the other Zemindars.—  

he is an old man, pofleffed of low cunning, but little wifdom 0/ 

refolution ; on the diftridl being put under mv charge in 1774,

1 e fled, and made.the reft follow his example; fome adts of 

feverity brought the others in, and a fettlement was made, but in 

the beginning of 1775, Metnarain Sing who had fled to Serampom 

to J agernaut Deo and the other malcontents, returned with them ; 

on his advice, all the other Zemindars of Chackye took up arms 

and joined him, and the whole in coniundtion with Jagernau.t 

Deo, laid fiege to the redoubt which 1 built there by the orders o f 

Government; fome time after Metnarain Sing offered to fubmit, 

and as he was the firft o f the general confederacy who had done 

fo, I refolved to make his example tempting to others; I therefore 

gave him pofffffion of his Talooka, and as a punifhment to the 

reft for their infidelity, 1 put them all under Metnarain Sing’s 

authority, than which nothing could be more offenfive to thefe 

chiefs, who are as tenacious of their independency as the ancient 

Barons ; at the fame time they dared not revolt, as they kne.w that 

by Metnarain Sing’s intelligence, they would be deprived o f a place 

of retreat.

BIER BO OM ,— in this divifion of the Jungle Terry, there is 

not a Zemindar o f fufficient confequence to produce any conft- 

derable difturbance; 1 final! therefore only {peak o f two, one re­

markable for his former opposition, the other for his conftant 

and inviolable attachment to Government.

BABOO



!| | » )  <SL
( 42 )

SECTION 4.

The fir ft IS BABO O  JE SSM O N T SING, who poflefles the fmall 

TaD okaof Ture, now coileftcd by him as Zemindar; hut formerly 

only as agent to Jagernaut Deo, to whom the Rajah oi Bierbooni 

granted that Talooka; this is the man who held the fort of X tire, 

again ft Capt. Brooke in 1773. He k  a man of courage, capacity and 

induftrv, his family have been hereditary fervants to that of J t- 

gernaut Deo for many ages, many of them killed in that Device, 

and have always been diftinguiihed for their capacity ana fidelity : 

on the accefllon of Jagernaut Deo, this man and his elder '|>iOther 

Biffiimber Sing, were in great confidence; they had the chief 

management of his affairs, and always were his advifers to keep 

on terms with Government, and fupprefs the licentioufnefs oi 

his feudatory chiefs, who taking advantage of his youth, each 

affirmed an independency, and committed diforders in the country, 

which thefe two men forefaw mu ft end in his ruin; the chiefs, 

related to Jagernaut Deo, incenfed at this, refolved to remove 

them, and about the year 1760, they affaftinated Bifiumber Sing, 

and Jeflmoht Sing only laved himfelf by flight, and took flicker 

in the foit of Tore. Devoted to the fervice of Jagernaut Deo, he 

defended this Fort again ft Captain Brooke, and though he after­

wards fubmiited, and was pardoned, yet on the return or Jagci- 

naut Deo in 1775, he again took up arms, but would not lulier- 

Jagernaut Deo to attack the guard of Sepoys, polled in the I a- 

looka of Ture, declaring he would oppofe luch an attempt by 

force, as the execution of it would mark him out a* a principal 

in this combination, though he in faff only afted in it as a fervant 

to Jagernaut Deo, and had always advifed his ftdiciting any rca- 

fonable terms of peace; for he laid he only joined him iu confe-
quence

■ G°Sx ■ *
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quence of hfs being reduced to this laid attempt by neceffity, no 

terms having ever been offered him, Jeffmont Sing’s country 

was in conle qnence o f his revolt entirely laid wafte. On the fub- 

miffion o f Du r rum Deo in O ft. 1 775, the whole party of Jagcrnaut 

Deo being reduced to the la ft diftrefs by military execution carried 

on again ft them, and alio by the defertion of one o f the principal 

members of the confederacy, Jeffmont Sing advifed Jagerna ur Deo 

to entreat for terms, and offered to rilk thecomingin to me hinifelf 

on receipt of Betel, which I granted, notwithftanding his double 

revolt; being convinced, that by his means I fhould be enabled 

to fife the matter of this infurreftion thoroughly, am! bring in 

whatever perfons I chofe: whereas a rejeftion o f his fubmifficn, 

would have looked like an implacability againft the whole party, 

v iiich was an apprehenhon I was particularly deftrous of remov­

ing: the event anfwcred my expectation, for fhortly after his 

pardon, he became the immediate means of bringing in his mafter 

and the w hole confederacy.

The other charafter is BABO O  R O O P D E O , the Zemindar of 

the Talooka of Rooney, who for above ten years has given his ut~ 

moft ail:fiance to every officer afting in this country, especially thofib' 

wEo have been employed againft Jagernant Deo, viz. Captain 

(now Col.) Cummings, Captain Brooke, and m yfclf ; this has 

produced the moft inveterate hatred againft him from ail that 

party, and what may feem ftrange, he is equally-difliked by tlie 

Bierboom Rajah, which appeared in a conspicuous light after 

Captain B-odke’s leaving this quarter; for under a pica o f balances 

due for ten years back, he applied for a detachment, by which he

drove
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4 Roop Deo out of the country, plundered him of all he had, 

and fet another per fon, a coufin, in his place; on my getting the 

charge of the country, Reap Deo came to me begging faf juftice, 

and that prOte ft ion which his many fervices entitled him to; 1 

granted him the latter in fu l l ; but unwilling todlfturb the diftna 

by a ft verfal of authority, told Roop Deo he muft wait till the 

cloft of the year (then fix months old) when I would divide the 

difiria, which was’ now put into my charge, between him and the 

incumbent; this was in September 17/4 *, in February 1775, beg* 

the war with Jagernnut Deo, wherein Roop Deo followed m eat 

his own expence, without any dependence but promifes; and 

was the only perlon who gave true intelligence, in which jervices 

feveral of his people were cut off* In April I made the divifion 

of the d iftria ; but in July, the other Zemindar, dtfpleafcd at 

Roop Dec’s being re ft ore d, though but to a part, concerted as f 

believe, with Jagemaut Deo, the plundering of Roop Dec’ s 

fam ily; for while I was at Deopoor, Roop Deo being with me, 

Jagemaut Deo with his whole force made an attack upon Rooney, 

and deftroyed every thing belonging to Roop Deo, at the fame 

time that ttie property of the couhn was left untouched ; this 

appeared fo palpable , piece of villainous coilufion, that T imme­

diately gave pofleffiou o f the whole falooka to Roop Deo, fetting 

the other and his family afide for ever; thus the very means ufed 

for his deftru&ion, promoted his fortune, and this faithful adhe­

rent at length received the reward due to his attachment and

integrity.

CU RRU CK-

■ G°S*x
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CU RRIJCKPO O R.— T A K O O R  J A G E R N A U T  DEO.

The noife made in theft diftri&s for years part, on account of 

this man has been fo great, that a particular relation of the.circum- 

ftances o f his character and conduct will be expected* whicu foi 

the fake of perfpicuity, and for the proof that the rebellions he has 

headed, have originated more from others than from him, muft 

commence from the time of his predeceflbr, whofe name was

LU CH M IN  D E O .— T his man, from whom the town and fort 

q£ Luchmipoor take then*.name, was pofieited of exttao;dinau y 

t,Teat qualities, and in his wild and lavage .mduels, cxcrcikd all 

the duties of a good fuhjed to Government; an ,ible and juft 

ruler to his fubieTs, and a brave and aftive leader of his feodal 

foidiers : it was the capacity o f this one man, which formed his 

troops to a degree of (kill and intrepidity, that made him formi­

dable to all his neighbours,. and almoft entirely independent of 

Mazaffer A li, the Rajah of Curruckpoor; who rebelling again ft 

Government, and fummonmg Luchmin Deo as his vaflal, to 

aflift him with his troops, was anfwered, that he was a fervant 

to the Subah, and if  Muzaffer A li forgot his duly, it was no 

leffon for him to follow; the Rajah attempting to enforce obedi­

ence was repulfed, and ever after totally difregaidcd.

Luchmin Deo died in 1755, and leaving no iffue, adopted 

Jagernaut Deo, foil to his, brother Kirrum Deo, then about 

feventeen years of age.— For this hoy he entertained a ftrong 

affedlion when he was young, but before his death he repented 

of the adoption, on obferving the unfteady and inconftant con-

* I du«ft
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aua  of Jagernaut Deo, which was eternally varying according 

to the Lift advice given him ; and that far from having any idea 

o f enforcing due obedience from his inferiors, he was fometimes 

flattered, fometimes intimidated by the very chiefs, who, on Luch- 

min Deo’ s death, were to be his vaffals: befides which, his extra­

vagance was fuch as promifed to annihilate more than the entire 

revenue produced in his whole d iftrift; of courfe it required no 

very great difeernment to perceive -that he muft very foon be in­

volved in difputcs with Government on the fubjed o f rents.

The commencement o f Jagernaut Deo’s government was fu.it • 

able to this charader ; engaged in every fpecies o f expence and 

debauchery, he diffipated every rupee he could lay bis hands on, 

which by the way, was not much, for the Baboos o f his family 

perceiving his inattention to every thing but pieafure, very foon 

refufed to pay any thing for their refpedive divifions of the 

country; and being at the head o f all the feodal foldiery, they 

had little fear of his ever being able to compel them to obedi­

ence, at. I Aithmin Deo had frequently done, by means of hired 

troops; ft nee Jagernaut Deo had by means of his own extravagance 

deprived himfelf of the fources o f wealth to pay them with ; they 

allured him, however, that they were ready to fight for him to 

the laft extremity, and that thus united, they were more than a 

match for any force that could be font again ft them : in this ftate 

they continued fome tim e; in 1761 or 1762, the Nabob Mir 

Coffim, having feizedon Rajah Muzaffer Ali by fome ftratagem, 

fent one Golab Roy as his Aum il, to colled the diftrid o f Cur- 

ruck poor on the part o f Government; this man who had a lafge 

force of the Nabob’s regimented Si poys and other troops under

his
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his command, determined to make an attempt to fubjugate Jagcr- 

naut Deo, and impale fuch a tribute on him as he thought 

proper: with this view he made a fuddent incurfion into that 

country, at the time when all the grain had been cut and laid up 

for th re thing; and as the Buyahs were quite off their guard, he 

got into the very heart of their country by one march of twenty 

cofs, and took port ef lion o f feveral o f the principal magazines.—

I'he Buyahs were at firft ignorant o f his force and defigns, but 

when they found what they were, they determined not to fub- 

m it; however, as they dreaded the force which the Nabob, who 

then refided at Monghier, might fend into the country in cafe 

o f  their allaulting his Avtmil, they endeavoured to bring Golab 

Roy to fome agreement, but in vain, as he would not abate from 

his firrt demands ; they then refolved as a lath effort, to addrefs 

the Nabob himfelf. and for that end dilpatched a Vakeel to re- 

prefent their cafe, and to a flu re his excellency that they were 

ready to pay the fame tribute as his predeceflors had- always re­

ceived from I .rich min Deo, and they hoped his excellency would 

accept that, and not drive them to defpair; to this the Nabob 

replied by a Perwaimah, giving them to underhand that he had 

not given orders for any encieafe o f their tribute, and that they 

were to be guided by the Sunnud he granted Jagernaut Deo about 

two years before.— W ith this reply, the Vakeel returned ; upon 

which the Buyahs, who were now relieved from every apprehen- 

fion on the fide o f the Nabob, immediately refolved to attack all 

the ports eftabtifhed by Golab Roy, and cut them off in one 

n igh t; to effed this, fecrecy and filence were necetiary, to pre- 

ferve the latter o f which they determined to ufe no lire arms, and 

to occupy the roads Leading from one port to the other, fo that

I a nq

P '- P . - P -  P  . - / P / P '  i  .P o p ; p -p p P p  \ f P p 'P . n n p  P - p - - 'n P q P p P ;::' ' n / / ' P / : P -  -P -p  \ p p - - . . .-P ■- \  p  1 - p  p  *. P;;,, P p

• G<w\

. : , ■ - 4



n

<5L
f  *8 ]

SECTION 4.
hartragglers mightefeape to carry intelligence; Golab Roy had 

port J three hundred Burcandaffes at a place called Jumdah, two 

hundred and fifty at another five cofs diftant, called Kudhar, two 

companies of the Nabob’s Sepoys in the fort o f Luchmipoor, 

three cofs from Jumdah ; and was himfelf with about one thou­

sand Burcundaffes at Durrumpoor, about four cofs from Latch mi- 

poor, not in the leaft fufpedtmg an attack, as the Buy ah s had 

made no kind o f movement for two or three months.

The Buy ah s led on by Jagernaut Deo, began their attack on 

Kudhar about eight at night* and cut off that party to a man; 

by about one in the morning they got to Jumdah, and fo effec­

tually furprifed the party there, that o f the three hundred not 

above thirty efcaped: by day-break they furrou.nded the fort of 

Luchmipoor, and fummoned the Sepoys to lay down their arms 

and march out, or that they fhould fhare the fate o f the other polls, 

whofe ftbry they related, and lhewed their {polls; the Sepoys, 

however, thought there was iefs danger in ref ifing, than com­

plying with their requeft, and therefore told them they were 

ready to march out, but would not deliver up their arms, as if  

they did, his Excellency would difmifs them all from his fervice ; 

after fome debate, Jagernaut Deo informed them that they might 

march out with their arms, but that it behoved them to be careful 

how they behaved on the march, for that i f  any irregularity was 

committed, he would attack them in ft ant ly ; this they agreed to, 

and marched out accordingly, the Buyahs attending them to 

Durrumpoor; when they arrived there they informed Golab Roy 

that if  he would inftantly quit the country, they would offer 

him no injury, but that i f  he refufed, they would invert the, fort,

and
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®> <SL
[ 4 9 1

SECTION 4.
and whenever he was obliged to leave it for want of water or pro- 

vifions, not a man of his party ihould el cape. Golab Roy re- 

fleding on, and frightened at the fate of his other polls, agreed 

to this, and quitted the country, the Buyahs attending him all 

the w a y ; and lome of his followers having been guilty of feme 

irregularities were fired upon, and feveral of them killed.

In this manner did the Buyahs regain pofiefllonof then country, 

and it is not furprifmg that a wild and uncivilized people, fhovild 

form from this the moft fanguine opinion of their own military 

character, and defpife all ideas of dependence.— Add to this, that 

Muzaffer A li the Rajah o f Curruckpoor, having made his efcape, 

owing to the diftrefs and flight of the Nabob Mir Coflim, returned 

to his dillrid, and threw off all kind of obedience to Government; 

the Buyah chiefs having now fo fair an opportunity of indulging 

their own fpirit of plunder under the fandion of his name, laid 

afide all thoughts of paying any revenue to him or to Govern­

ment, and plundered the territories of their neighbours all round; 

every thing paffed for the ad of Muzaffer A li, though he was fo 

far from haying any weight with thefe chiefs, that on being 

obliged to fly through their diftrid to avoid a detachment of our 

troops which was fent again# him in 1766, they plundered the 

greateft part o f his baggage; at length he being made a prifoner 

in 1768, and the civilized parts o f Curruckpoor being fettled, the 

true date of affairs began to appear; the tribute of the Jungle 

Terry fubjed to Jagernaut Deo, was demanded to be paid to the 

Honourable Company, in the fame manner as it had been before 

paid to Muzaffer A li;  but the Buyah chiefs intoxicated by the 

former fuccefTes and impunity, and imagining they Ihould have

5 as
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as formerly# only Indottany Aumils with their rabble o f Peons to 

deal with, made but little account o f the lummons, and continued 

to proceed, as if  they were independent matters of their country: 

unluckily the detachment of Purgunnah Sepoys who were fent 

in aid o f the Foujdaars, did not make any impreffion on the Buyah 

chiefs, but ufualiy returned more expeditioufly from their incur- 

fions than they advanced to them.— In the year 1770, on the ap­

pointment of European Gentlemen to fuperintend the colle&tons 

o f the refpe&ive dittrids, Jagernaut Deo fent his Vakeels into the 

Collector of the divifion to which he was fubordinate, and as 

on this occahon, his Agents had an opportunity of acquiring 

fome knowledge o f our ftrength, and mode o f fupportiug the au­

thority of Government, he was on their information convinced 

o f the neceffity of his laying afide his ideal independency, and 

paying his tribute; and he even contented to pay a tribute more 

confiderable than that formerly colleded by the Curruckpoor 

Rajahs ; in this, however, he foon found that he had been pre­

mature, for all his Baboos rcfuled to contribute any thing towards 

it; but told him that they were ready, as ufuat, to fupport his 

independence with their lives; this reduced him to the neceffity 

o f breaking off his engagement with Government, or paying- the 

whpte tribute from his divifion. hi thefe circumftances, Buffiimbar 

Sing, tlu luothe of Jefhtiont Sing, who has been mentioned be­

fore, and who was then his chief counfellor, advittd him to jay the 

true ftate of the cafe before Government, and apply for fome force 

to compel the Baboos to pay their proportion. On the firtt advice 

of this, they allaffinated Buttumbar Sing, and endeavoured to do 

the lame to Jeffmont Sing, but he found means to efcape, and 

fccure lfimfelf in the fort of Ture. By the death of Buffumbar

Sing,

i
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Sing, the meafure of applying to Government for aid (which was 

the only one by which the affairs o f the Zemindary could have 

been put upon a footing to anfwer his engagements) was totally 

laid afide, the revenues fell every year in arrears, and thefe ba­

lances were always carried on in the name o f Jagernaut Deo, he 

being the Zemindar, in fact, though poffefled o f as little authority 

as the ancient kings of Europe had over their potent barons.

Tti this Date things continued till the end of 1772, or com­

mencement of 1773, when the Gentleman .who was then Collec­

tor o f that diftriCt, thought that a perfonal vifit to the country 

would induce Jagernaut Deo to pay off his balances; accordingly 

he fet out, and took with him two companies of Purgunnah 

Sepoys which were under his authority; he had previoufly fent 

a Jematdar’s party, to remain at Luchmipoor, till the balances 

Ihould be paid; but principally, I believe, to difcover whether 

there was any chance of his being oppofed when he fhould attempt 

entering that country himfelf.

Neither Jagernaut Deo nor any of his Baboos made any open 

obje&ion to th is; but when afterwards they heard that the Col­

lector himfelf was approaching with a larger force, they fufpefted 

that fome hoftilities would be attempted, and all the feodatories 

were ordered to their Nations, to be ready in cafe o f emergency:

Jagernaut Deo declares, and many of the people of the country 

confirm the aflertion, that he gave the moft pohtive and particu­

lar orders to all the people, that no kind of impediment fhould be 

given to the Colle&or, but that they difobeyed his orders.— It is

certain
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certain, that the Collector’s road lay unhappily through a ftrong 
pais, which was occupied by one o f the moft turbulent of the

Baboos, and one moft interefted to keep things in confWion : be 

this as it may, on tire Colledtor’ s approach to this pafs, fuch a 

firing commenced as made him think a retreat the wifeft move- 

' ment he could make;; nobody was killed, however, which makes 

it probable, that they only did it by way of trying what fort o f 

enemy they were to exped ; but the event was decifive, for the 

C’olledor quitted the country immediately, and convinced that 

thefe revenues were not to be collected by his Purgunnah Sepoys, 

he applied to government for aftiftance.

The dorps o f light infan try was accordingly ordered into Jager- 

•naut Deo's country, to enforce the payment o f his balances,—  

and Captain Brooke did march into that country in April 1773, 

having previoufly fummoned J igeruaut Deo to fettle his reve­

nues; but Biflan Sing, the Zemindar of Mundar, which lays 

clofe to the frontiers o f Jagernaut Deo’ s country, who was in­

truded with this fummons, never fent it; this the Buyahs lay, 

and Biflan Sing makes but a feeble vindication o f him felf; nor is 

it probable i f  this fummons had arrived, Jagernaut Deo would 

have expofed his Country to deftru&ion, by fruitlefs oppofitioa 

to fuch a force as the corps of light infantry, co-operated with by 

three companies o f Brigade Sepoys, afting under the collector o f 

Bauglepoor, and two companies of Purgannah Sepoys, acting 

vmd r̂ the Collector o f M onghier; nay, even i f  he had refolved 

on oppofition, every perlon acquainted with thefe people knows 

very well, that they never w ill afiume a ftyle o f indolence or 

defiance, but will profefs unlimited obedience and humility, at

the
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the very time they are in arms agamfl you ; I doubt not therefore, 

that had that iummons got to Jagernaut Deo, he would have 

di (‘patched a Vakeel infbmtly, with a moft humble reprefen tat job 

of his fidelity and obedience, and not (as Biflan Sing told Captain 

Brooke) have torn the fummons, and fent him word that he did 

not know who he was: the motive which influenced Biflan Sing 

to this conduct was in all probability, a defire to fee the power of 

that family if. Juced, which had been fo formidable to all its neigh­

bours, and emongft others tohim felf— be this as it may, on re­

ceipt of this anfwer, Captain Brooke advanced into that country 

with a determination to lay it wafts, till jagernaut Deo fhould 

fubrnit; and had this plan been per fevered in, it would have been 

by far the bell, and indeed the only one of any efficacy againft 

thele people ; but, by intelligence he had received, he was led to 

believe, that Jagernaut Deo, together with his family, and every 

thing of any value, were all flmt up in the fort o f  Ture, and that 

the taking of that would be decifive of the fate of the whole

c o u n t r y .  T h o u g h  t h i s  w a s  very f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  t h e  c a f e  i n  a i r / o f
thefe particulars, yet otic good arofc from it, which was, that the 

Buyahs (who well knew where their property, &c. was) were 

di(appointed in their expedation o f feeing the battalion march for 

jumdaii and Luchmipoor, where they were prepared to receive 

them ill their full force, having lined the a veil ues to thofe places 

with all the troops of the dill riel.— Howevi r, though this danger 

was avoided, yet the expedition to Ture was not unattended with 

lofs, for when JeflYncmt Sing faw the progrefs o f the battalion 

marked with hoflility, and that it had advanced in that manner 

to within about two cofs of lfr boundary, he difpatched a part 

of his force into a flrong bamboo Jungle, which extends from

& the
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fhe boundary to the town and fort of T ure: upon the battalion’s 

entering tills jungle, tire Buy ah s began firing, and continued till titer 

battalion had got through, but with little execution ; the battalion 

came out Of the Jungle very near the tort, where JeiTniont Sing 

was with his principal force, but not a thot was fired from tnence, 

which joined to other circumftances, made Captain Brooke believe 

the fort was defer ted. A party o f  Sepoys lent to draw oh the fire 

of the fort in cafe it fhould not be deferred, neglecting the orders 

Captain Brooke gave them, ran up to the very ditch ; from which 

few of them returned, and many others following them to the 

fame place, a great fofis enfutd, and the battalion unafiifted with 

guns, ladders or any thing elfe but their firelocks, were obliged to 

drawoff*- though headed by an officer whole military reputation 

is too defervedly great, to require any euloyium of mine, and 

who, upon this, as upon all other occations, did every thing that 

was to. be done.— T he battalion after this, remained encamped a 

few cofs from Ture, near two months, waiting for guns to attack 

the fort, and in the interim the enemy found means to carry off all. 

their property from every part o f the country u nmole (fed ; when 

the guns arrived, an attack was defigned, but the enemy, who had 

till* then ft aid in the fort, now left it, and Captain Brooke carried 

it to be deftroyed ; after this, Captain Brooke cantoned during the 

rains, at Chackyc, and ufed ail his endeavours to induce Durrum 

Deo, or Miguel Sing, who were neareft in blood to Jagernaut Deo,

,  to come in and take charge o f the country, in order effectually to

exclude Jagernaut Deo ; after fame time Miguel Sing came, upon 

advice o f which, Jagernaut Deo finding that they were likely to 

make their peace and probably would, do it at his expence, he being 

exprdsly excluded from pardon, fled from the country, and took

up
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up his refidence at Seratnpoor with the Rajah Bulan Sing.—1 he 

country was given in charge to Miguel Sing.— W hether this man 

ferioufly intended to endeavour to keep poileffioti o f this Zemin- 

dary for himfelf, or whether (which is moil: confident with t he 

prejudices and characters o f theie people,) he only wanted the 

handling of the revenues with defign to quit his engagements 

with Captain Brooke, and rejoin his old friends as ioott as he had 

got what he could, is a point impoflible now to prove either way, 

for foon after the time 1 mention, he failed in payment of his 

rents, and was thereupon deprived o f all truft and confined ; from 

which period we may date all the fubfeqent confulion, which 

ended in a general confederacy for reftoring Jagernaut Deo,— for 

upon the confinement of Miguel Smg, confidence ended on both 

ftdes; Captain Brooke was afraid to truft any o f that family with 

the country or revenues, and they on their part were as' diffident, 

o f relying on promifes of fecurity and iupport from him ; the 

ffefts were correfpondent to the caufes, they began to lay the 

bafis of a re-union with Jagernaut Deo, and Captain Brooke de­

termined to cotie,<ft the country Khafs, of courfc to fet a fide all 

the branches of that family, to which meafure (o f itfelf fuffici- 

ently odious to the whole country) was added another which pre­

cipitated the general confederacy to aft ton fooner than otherwife 

would have happened ; this was an attempt to difarm all the feudal 

foldiery. Upon this occalion, a great quantity of arms were at 

fir ft got hold of by an unexpected feizurc o f ail the chiefs, who 

were yet within reach; but as foon as the defign was difeovered, 

all the remaining arms which were by far the greateft part, were 

fecreted, and from this infta ;t, there was no reafonable foundation 

-to hope for a continuance of peace.— The Jaghiers o f all the

K 2 chiefs
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chiefs and feodal foldiery were fdzed on and collected Khafs, and 

thofe men had the alternative o f ftarving or turning ploughmen, 

who had always hitherto lived in: eafe and idlenefs.-—J leave it to 

any perfon to judge o f the degree to which they muft have de- 

tefted the prefent, and regretted the former Government. The 

univerfal wi£h was, that the country fhould rather lie wafte for 

ever, than be poflefled by Government upon terms which feemed 

to the Zemindars, the very height o f oppreffion, and nothing 

prevented their inftantly flying to arms, and difperhng all the Riots 

who had fettled, but: the fear that Miguel Sing, who was ftill a 

prifoner, fhould be made to anfwer for it with his life.

As this brings me to the period when the Jungle Terry was 

put under my charge with ail thefe inaufpicious circumftances,

1 .muft dig refs from the fubje& a little, juft to obferve, that very 

foon after my appointment to this command, and as icon as I 

quirted the partial and felf-interefted informations of the depend­

ents o f government, to acquire a real knowledge of the date o f 

the country, from the Zemindars and inhabitants of i t ; 1 found 

that the whole fettlement o f the Curruckpoor J ungle T< try, was 

made upon fuch a footing, that nothing but utter con full on was 

to be expected, and that in a very fhort time :— as I knew how­

ever, that Jagcrnaut Deo had been repreleuted to Government in 

fuch terms, that nothing could be done in his behalf without ex- 

prefs orders from the board; nay, that this very fettlement had 

been considered as folid and durable, I therefore, made a propofal 

for power to endeavour to bring him to come in, as 1 was feofibie 

a very fhort time muft put an end to all poffibiiity of collecting 

the country Khafs, of courfe that it was better to fecure the 

z  future
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future peace of it, by reftoring this Zemindar under proper limit­

ations, than be compelled to difeiigage it* from confufion, by giv­

ing it to any one who would take it, which I knew mu ft ulti­

mately be the cafe, if  the enemy (as was probable they would) 

thould avoid running any rifk from encountering our troops, and 

only keep the country in confulion by robbery, and preventing 

the inhabitants from cultivating their lands ; fmce, when once a 

Zemindar has been expelled his country, and all hopes of pardon 

excluded, there is no further injury can be done to him, nor 

would he be caught in thefe Jungle countries, i f  you (hould pur- 

fue him for a century.— T h e important bufinefs in which govern*

 ̂ merit was at that time engaged, prevented my letters being

anfwered foon after, finding that a general confederacy w a . plan­

ning at Serampoor, for invading the Curruckpoor Jungle Terry, 

at the feafon when government ihould exped to reap the benefit 

of the Khafs colledion, and by laying the country wafte, and 

•difperfing the Riots, to reduce government to the neeeftity of re- 

ftoring the Zemindars to prevent a conftant and fruitlefs expence:

— as Curruckdea was not under m y authority at the time, I 

could do nothing againft the confederacy while there,— 1 therefore 

applied to government, to put that diftrid under my charge, and 

authorize my proceeding immediately againft the -abettors o f 

Jagernaut Deo, ( if  they were determined not to permit his fub- 

miflion) which I knew would produce a diverlion of foffieient 

length, to enable the revenue fervants to colled the Jungle 

Terry of Curruckpoor unmolefted,— after which, conciliatory 

meafures might be purfoed with the better grace, but the em­

ployment o f the board prevented the timely anfwering of this 

add refs alfo.

By
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By this time, the confederacy was flrengthened by the aceeltion 

of almoft every Zemindar who had felt an encrer.fe of tribute, 

but dill they were reftrained from aftion by the confinement of 

Miguel Sing, and I on my part, could ufe no means tor breaking 

it, without orders from Calcutta.

At this critical juncture, two circumftances happened, which 

brought on immediate hoftilif s, the one was my being com­

pelled for the prefervation of' m y life from a mod violent fever, 

to quit the Jungles and proceed to Burdwan, which the Buyahs 

imagined, put a flop to all military or political proceedings till l 

fhould return; the other was the death o f Miguel Sing ; this hap­

pened early in January 1775-— As foon as 1 beard of it, T knew 

what was to be expe&ed, but was at this time rendered by my 

ficknefs incapable o f rifmg from my bed, I fent inch orders, 

however, as 1 thought would beft provide agaioft the evil appre­

hended, and again advifed government of the hate o f affairs.—

Every day now teemed with intelligence of the flight of all the 

former feodatory chiefs, and their partly difarmed followers, who 

had ■ emained fullen in their refpeffive villages, from the time 

that the Khafs fettle meat took place ; every inflant a general in- 

vafion was expected o f every one of the Khafs diftri&s;— I had at 

this time juft got ftrength enough to go about, but fenfible.of the 

emergency of the cafe, I determined to return to my flation—

Juft at tills time, the diftrift o f Curruckdea was placed under my 

authority, upon which I immediately fet off, determined to march 

my battalion to Serarnpoor, and fee if  I could not even yet difap- 

point the intended invafion ; for this purjpofe, 1 proceeded with all 

poflible. difpatch, and to prevent any lofs o f  time, I ordered the

battalion
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battalion to advance to a place on the way to Serampoor, where I 

purpofed joining it; but all my precautions were o f no avail, the 

enemy had already entered the country in large bodies, under 

cover of thofe immenfe jungles which overfpread the diftridf, the 

Riots of the country, partly from affection, partly from fear, kept 

the fecret o f their fevers! places o f rendezvous fo well, that it 

was r roblematical whether they were actually arrived or not, and 

the fir ft certain advice I had, was the day after 1 came to the 

corps; when a general attack was made upon the out-pofts, 

which Captain Brooke had ftationed for preferving the peace of 

the country, and which I had not ventured to withdraw, as I 

knew that arrangement had met with public approbation ; fome 

of thefe were almoft entirely cut o ff; others were driven from 

their polls with great lofs, and all that were within reach o f me, 

to prevent their misfortune, I immediately called in, and proceeded 

-after the enemy, who conftantly avoided coming near the batta­

lion, and continued plundering and laying wnfte the country ; the 

fequel o f  this is well known, and moft minutely detailed in my 

correlpondencc with the Honourable Board: it ended (when every 

other meafurc had been tried in vain) in the country being given 

to Roopnarain Deo, the ion of Jagernaut Deo, upon condition of 

the father’ s coming In on a promife o f perfortal fafety, and redding 

with me, which he has done, and it is fince that,, that the true 

fprtngs of every thing have been known, as alio the real character 

o f this chief, which 1 think is neither io good nor fo bad, as it 

has been deferibed.

As to the noife his name formerly made, it a role* more from 

the depredations o f his Baboos, than from any thing very dif-

tiuguiihcd

1 . _
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tinguifhed on his part, though be certainty does cot want tor 

courage, as has been fbnietimes thought.-— Fhe batteries of his 

followers, and his fuccefs again (I Golab Roy, and the Purgunnah 

detachments, certainly made him form a very undue opinion of 

his own and his followers military powers, of which he is now 

very fenfible.

That he was raifed to the head o f fa great a confederacy, was 

partly owing to bis character, partly to ex ten five family con­

nexions, but more than all, to the perfecution he underwent from 

Government, and the fchetne of collecting his country Khafs, 

which the other Zemindars thought was only pretatory to a 

fimilar treatment of their countries alio, and that therefore, the 

caufe was as much theirs, as it was h is;— aconchifion lb natural, 

that I don’t fee how any other could have been drawn 1 from thele 

prennfes, and which might afford a leilbn to all Governments, if 

fuch were wanting ;— never to furnifh any general principle, any 

point of union, which may ferve as the ftandard for a confederacy 

to fly to, with the external appearance of only being flruggling 

again# oppreflion, and the invafion o f their juft rights.

As to the reft o f his, character, he is liberal to his inferiors, f

even to extravagance, and fo affable and polite in his behaviour to 

them, that they bear him the higheft atFe&iou : he is ex pen five 

and addicted to pleaiure ; but I cannot conclude without adding to 

the lift o f his virtues, ftneerity and gratitude, which he has a 

larger fhare o f than falls to moft of his countrymen whom I have 

feen.

BABOO
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BABO O  R O O PN  AR A IN D E O ,— the fon of Jagernaut Deo; 

he cannot while hi: lather live s  aii'ume the title of Takoor, and 

though he is at prefent to every intent Zemindar o f that country, 

yet his youth makes it difficult to fay with precifion, what his 

character may turn out to be; much will depend upon the manage­

ment of him on the part o f Government, and i f  he falls into had 

courfes, it will probably originate from ignorance on that fide.

BABOOS DURRUM DEO, KEIM KURRUN DEO, ADJET SING,

SUNKER SING, NZNE SING, TIRBOON SING, MANGUN SING',

JEDBUR SING, ADJMIER SING, the fir ft and fecond of whom, are 

ftrft? couSias to jagernaut D eo; the third and fourth are fons of 

Miguel Sing ; and the jalt five, (defendants of five chiefs who were 

brothers, and therefore are themfelvcs called the five brothers,) are 

the heads of the feodal foldiery, and I will venture to flay from 

my knowledge of them, that they never will be o f any fervice to 

Government, or to their Zemindar, for any other end than war 

and rapine.— Theie are all the characters I think deferving of 

notice, for as to the Zemindars o f the Bauglepoor and Coigong 

Jungle Terry, it may be laid in every fenfe o f  the word, that 

they poffefs no char after at all.

f L  SE C T IO N



I I I  <SL
[ «» 1

SECTION 5. •

S E C T I O N  y .

Defers in the t  W ill now beg leave to offer my opinion as to what I think the 

men«rfthe Jungle heft method of governing thefe countries, fo as to render them

T=ny* a fecurity, inftead of a very confiderable danger to thefe provinces,

and as the end of my writing this fketch, is to convey truth and 

information, not to facrlfice to prejudice, I ill all proceed to it 

without any regard to the fuggeflions of the votaries of profef- 

fional diftinaion, who from fympathy may be apt to conclude, 

that I am influenced to prefer this plan by the neceffity it induces 

for keeping up military command here f— I fhali with equal free­

dom propofe a diminution o f the prefent revenue, which will of 

courfe be approved, if  1 fhew that upon the whole fuch a meafure 

w ill be an advantage to Government, or rejected, i f  I fail to pro­

duce fufficient arguments to that end.

I fhali lay it down as the hails o f this plan, that the Rajahs o f 

the mountains and jungles extending from the Mahrattah bound­

ary fouth, to the plain countries o f Midnapoor Burdwan, Bter- 

boom, Bauglepoor, Monghier, and Bahar, north, are the natural 

and proper defenders o f the honourable Company s piovinc.es 

againft theM ihrattahs on that fide; and that thefe provinces would 

be fafer through the affe&ions and feodal fervices of thefe petty 

chiefs, fupported by a fmall regular force, than with almou any

force that could be fpared for protefting this frontier in time of
general
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general warfare, i f  thofe chieftains, mfteacl o f attachment, fliould 

feel the fenti merits o f refen t meal and dilaffeiiion towards us.

I fhall juft beg leave to call to mind, that all the pafles leading 

from the Mahrattah territories into Bengal and Bahar, are within 

our own hound.try, and that they are podefied by the Raj hs o f 

the , pec live limits through which they pafs: behind is a fecond 

line o f Chokeydary Gautwallies conftituting the Jungle Terry.—

Alrnoft all the inhabitants are armed, and hold lands of their te- 

fpeitive chiefs on the feodal tenure, the chiefs were formerly bound 

by the fame ties to the State, a flight tribute and the protection of 

the frontier again ft all invasions from the loath.— The Government 

o f I Undo flan thought theft people were the natural defence o f the 

frontiers, and of courfe that it was neceflary by every means to 

attach them to the State, and to make their private interests coin­

cide with that of the public; left diftatisfied with a government 

from which they felt more evil than good, they fhould invite, 

rather than oppofe, the entrance o f an enemy into the provinces.

— I doubt not, that this politick reflection had as much weight in 

preventing the native Governors of Bengal from attempting to 

levy a heavier tribute from fhefe countries, as any deficiency of 

troops ftt for filch a fervice.— Their conduit was certainly judici­

ous— That an armed peafantry, if  attached to the State, may do 

infinite injury to an invader, however formidable, in a country 

naturally ftrong, we need look no farther for a ftriking proof, 

than the inftance o f the oppofition given by the peafants of 

Poland, to a victorious army, led on by Charles the X llth . of 

Sweden.— Had thofe peafants been diigufted with the State, and 

expected a change for the better in their own fituation, from a

L  2 change
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change of mailers, there Is fcarcely room for a doubt, that they 

Would have conduced the very army, which, in other circum- 

ftances they oppofed, nor could any body o f regular forces 

ftarioned there, have compenfaed for, or counterbalanced their 

dilaffeftion ; for an invading army is feldom deficient o f force, 

but almoft always in point of intelligence, and it behoves the 

State liable to invafion, to take care they do not obtain it from 

any defection, o f their own people.-—I will not, however, take up 

your time, Sir, with general reafonings upon principles too clear 

to be difputed ; but proceed at once to apply them to the cafe tor 

which this is written; 1 mean the State o f this frontier within 

and without.

W ithin, we have by military force and operations impofed a 

tribute much higher than ever had been paid Before ; but take all 

thefe countries throughout, I believe you will find, Sir, this in- 

created tribute does not amount to eight annas per man, o f thofe 

who have thereby been alienated from the State; and what are 

thefe people? not wretched, fpiritlefs, unarmed Bengallies, in­

habiting a plain centrical country, neither formidable by chara&er 

or fituatioii; but an armed people, martial, proud, and independ­

ent, and conftitvitmg, by their fttuation, the only barrier we poffefs 

again ft that enemy, from whom more than from all others, the 

State may buffer greateft: lofs in its wealth and population,

This increased tribute has reduced the Zemindars from eafy to 

ftraitened cireutnftances, and many of the younger branches of 1 

their families, to be without any fupport; in fuch circumftances, 

need I fay, that the whole body of the people are diffatisfied.—

Let
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Let y > ftrefs be laid on their paying their revenues ; the prefence 

of your troops, and the great attention o f your officers on rliefe 

fervices, to render their Government and themfelves popular, and 

agreeable, to thefe lavage and martial chiefs, have hitherto effected 

this : but thefe people have as yet had no temptations from with­

out; yon have but juft began to be at war with the.Mahrattahs, 

and have as yet experienced no neceffity for removing to other 

places, thofe bands which hitherto have held together this crazy 

fabrick ; let but that happen before fome meafures are taken to 

prevent the confequences, and I doubt not, that a feene of uni- 

verfal coafufion will enfue: nor do 1 think any addition of force 

which could be fpared, would avail to keep out an hivafion from 

the fouth, while the whole body of the people are diffatisfied with 

our Government.— A  man, from a foperficiai view, might fup- 

pofe every thing very jfoiid and well compounded; but 1 have an 

opportunity of feeing behind the curtain, and can afier-t, that it is 

by no means fo. •

W ith  refpedt to the out fide of this frontier, the Mahrattah 

d'iftridfcs ace divided from ours-, generally fpeaking, by an ideal line ; 

the Zemindars on both Tides are in many places clofely connected ; 

a negotiation through that medium, might be let on foot by the 

Mahrattah Government in a few days.

I f  they offered powerful bribes, while our borderers, generally 

diflatisfied, are alio impoverifhed, and by no tics united to the 

State, do you think, Sir, they would have virtue enough to refift 

the temptation, or indeed would it be any virtue to do fo ? T he 

anfwer I fear is plain and negative : a body of Mahrattahs thus 

2 introduced
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introduced into the heart o f the Pro vinca of Bengal, vvould in 

fix hours mfti& greater lofs than, die revenues oi all thefe f t outlet 

countries put together,, amount to in a year; and whenever they 

fhoukl be compelled to fly from your troops, (which would not be 

very fuddenly) their old allies, our borderers, would find means 

o f getting them as fafely back as they advanced; for as I frid be­

fore, an army would not fuffice to guard all thefe paiTes without 

the aid and atFe&ions o f pur own borderers; and with them, a 

veiy little force would do a great deal.

It has been before obferved, in oppofitkm to the idea o f fub- 

ftitoting regular troops to thefe feoda tones, that none out the 

natives o f theft countries could ex'it in thole utwvholclome moun­

tains and jungles, through which the pafTea immediately lead, 

and I beg l  ave to call it to mind, as an argument of the utmoft 

importance : for the reality of the fa£t I appeal to all the furgeons 

and officers who have been on thefe fcrvices.— In 1774, when 

Captain James Crawford was employed in reducing the frontier 

Zemindaries of Pachete, he fixed feme polls near the pafies lead­

ing from the Baugmoory Hills, and though they were weekly 

relieved, yet fuch was the devaluation made in his battalion by 

keeping up thoft polls, that at one time he had near three hundred 

men fick. The urgent neceftky of affairs, compelled him to 

fupport this raeafure, though the confequences were lb fatal, in 

fj ite of every precaution he could ufe; which were 1'uch indeed, 

as would not have entered into the imagination of almofl any 

perfou but him, who was one o f the firll public and private 

cha'rafters I ever knew ; I hope, Sir, you will excule this final 1 
tribute to the merit o f one of the dearell mends I ever had, w nose

memory
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S£CllON S’ memory I fliall ever hold fkcved, and the lofs of whom, both to 

the publick and my fell, as it is irreparable, 1 fhall never ceafe

to lament.

Propof.u forth. T h eft being the evils attending theprefcntm odeofgovern- 

S r S ”  ment eftabUfhed in-theft countries, the remedies I beg leave to 

offer to your confederation are as follow s:

!. That the tribute now levied upon thefe countries, be reduc' d 

to fuch a futn as the Zemindars fhall cheerfully and voluntarily 

agree to p a y ; binding thcrnfelves by machulkahs, and a molt 

lac red oath to be annually renewed, to fidelity and feudal fervices ; 

each Zemindar having one of his children or neareft kindred, 

always refiding with the commanding officer of the divifion to 

which he belongs, as a further fecurity and mark of obedience.—

This plan to be made general throughout the Mountains o f Miana- 

poor, Pachete, Naikpoor, Ramgur, and Palamow ; as alfo through­

out the Jungle Terry of Bierboom, Curruckdca, Guidorc, and 

Curruckpoor. I am not well acquainted with the amount of the 

revenues of any of thefe diftrias, excepting thofe which have

been under my authority ; but 1 conje&ure, that this deduflion

(by which many thoufands of armed men would be fe u  red to 

the fervice of the Stare, to which they now only want an, oppor­

tunity to fiiew their enmity) would not amount to above one 

lack o f rupees per annum ; a fum which, I faid berore, is. not 

equal to the lofs which would be fu'fcrcd in fix hours by an in­

cur (ion of Mahrattahs.

II. That
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II. That the waftc lands in all thele countries, which arr not 

hereditary property, be given in jagh kr, to worn-out Sepoys in 

the fervice, who (hall bo encouraged and agree to fettle there 

with their families, on the tenure of feodal fer vices.

III. That to remedy the fcarcity o f money, the Zemindars be 

allowed to pay in part o f their rents in luch articles produced in 

their drftrids, as are not o f a peri dr able nature (fuch as iron and 

dammah) at fixed prices; thele goods to be carried at their ex­

pence to the Cutcherry o f the divifion, and to be difpofed of by 

contra#, for the company, or. otherwife as may be direded.—  

The cultivation o f opium may be attempted, where the foil will 

admit of it, and grain and other provi lions, may be received out 

the fame terms, and lodged in magazines for the uf o f the 

troops, in thele and the neighbouring quarters, the old {lock 

being annually difpofed of.

IV . That with refped to the adminijflrution o f jullice, the 

Zemindary courts be allowed the power of adjufting all little 

matter1 either civil or criminal, fubjed however to appeal, in 

the former calcs to the Commander, and in the latter, to the 

Foujdary court o f the d iflrid ; but that no confiderable cafe 

be cognizable by the Zemindars; but referred folely to the Com­

mander of the dillrid, who, in civil cafes, will decide according 

to his inllrudions from the Board, and in all criminal ones, will 

lay them before the Foujdaar Adowlat.

V . That as a force on the part of Government is abfolutely re- 

quiftte to fuppdrt thefe feodal troops, i f  attacked from without,

and

SECTION 5.
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and by Superior authority to controul and keep them from all dis­

putes and violence from within ; I beg leave to recommend* that 

the whole o f this frontier be divided into three military com­

mands, viz.

One to include all the frontier of Midnapoor, viz.

Mohurbunge Burraboom and

Singboom Mauboom

Dolboom

The Second, all that o f Pacheit, viz.

Tam ar and Patcoom, and the Jungle T erry lying behind it, 

viz.
Ill'll; ' 'l l l l l  'll', 7/ h 7|T;X' "'iS-ii'. i-L// ;̂ 1/It'll" "... .1 *’ ,| f  V: \ ‘ 0  ; It ■ '/

O f Pacheit Bierboom Currutkdea 

Chackye and Curruckpoor.

The third, all that o f Nagpoor, Rarngur and Palamow, viz.

Nagpoor Burwah Palamow

Toory Sheerganty Ramgur

In order to give that degree of weight to the three officers com­

manding at thefe flations, and that unity of authority which is 

abfoluteiy requifite in fuch countries, for the ends o f intelligence 

and adion, without which, nothing eflential can be effedcd by 

them, 1 recommend it as abfoluteiy neceffary, that each do col-

M led
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left the tribute from the Zemindars o f his divifioa, and appro­

priate, and account for it, in part o f the d i lb u dements o f his 

corps,— There, is certainly no neceffity for civil fervants being 

employed in. fuch trifling colleftions, it occafions a divifioa o f 

authority highly detrimental to the fervice, befides an immenfe 

increafe of expence; tor I believe, we may, on an average, reckon 

the charges of one civil colleftor, to be equal to that of three or 

four military ones put together ; and furely as to expediency, an 

officer, i f  he has common fenfe, can manage the account of fifty 

or fixty thou find rupees, as well as i f  he had been bred up in a 

counting houie all his life.

Thefe three commands to be independent o f each other; but to 

keep up conflaat comijnmtcatipn. and intelligence, and co-operate 

together for the general good, in cafe of public emergency, when 

their forces might be obliged to join, the eldeft officer would of 

courle command : I propofe this independence, becaufe each muft 

be the bell judge o f what is proper in his own diftrift ; but were 

thofe three commands to aft under the authority of one perfon, 

he would, from the nature o f man, be for interfering in every 

thing, and of courfe would often do fo, where he had but little 

knowledge of the fubjqft.

Fort* and Ports As the eafy terms of tribute w ill render all compulfion to pay 

fence and Comma- it unnecefiaty, the only polls required, will be again ft foreign 

enemies; I can on this pqint only 'peak o f the diftrifts under my 

authority, which can be entered from the fouth, by way of Ram- 

gur apd. papheit, qr from the Bahar province to the weft and

north-

• G<W\ ‘
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north-weft: the true fcene o f achou is the Jungle and paffes, but 

the troops deftined for it Ihould be ftationed near them, and 

fecured from mjfult.

T h e fort at Chackye, fully nf,vers every futh  end with re- 

fpeft to that pafs.

T h at of Curruckdea, is too remote from the pals o f that name, 

and I therefore advife the ere&ing one at a fmall expente neat 

Gomrnah. Thefe two will effed every defence and communica­

tion requifite towards Bahar.

Towards Raragur, I would recommend td repair the fort o f 

Doomchaunfe, which is w ithin two cofs of CorunYma, the grand 

pals from Ramgur to Curruckdea.

Towards Pacheit, I would propofe repairing the fort o f Deo- 

poor, (louth o f Serampoor) which is within four cols o f the 

Toondey pafs, leading from Pacheit to Curruckdea. Thefe two 

forts would alfo keep open the communication with Bahar by way 

of Curruckdea, in cafe the main body o f  the Jungle Terry com­

mand fhould march to affift: that of Ramgur or Pacheit.

Breaftworks o f ftones and coarfe chunam, which Could be 

made here, might at a fmall expence be erefted acrofs the princi­

pal paffes, with ftrong gates ; and fome of the many old cannon 

lying about in different places, might be mounted, and added to 

the ftrength of thefe breaftworks, with little or no expence: 

which would render the accefs next to impoffible, when we were

M  2 fupported

■ g ° i5x
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fupported. with the grand effentials, the affections and intereft of 

the natives.

This is the plan, I beg permiiTion to offer for confederation, and 

it is, as I elfewhere faid, an improvement,! not an abrogation o f 

the ancient Government; the feodal foldiery are not only preferv- 

ed, but fupported by the troops o f Government, who at the fame 

time will much more effectually anfwer the end o f controul over 

thefe Jungle chiefs, than their former feodal lords poffibly could.

A fmall reduction o f revenue take; place, but it is to fecure 

the affeCUons and fervices, and reader yourfelves fafe from the 

enmity o f thoufands o f your own armed fubjeCts, lituated be­

tween you and your molt formidable enem y: it i3 an aCt worthy 

o f the dignity and wifdom of a great political State as this is, and 

cannot be combated upon any better grounds than the fhort lighted 

ichemes of ways and means, which never look beyond the pre- 

fent hour.

I know nothing that I can add to this fketch, but my earneft 

wifh, that it may in any degree anfwer your intention and expect­

ation : as to the fucccfsful execution o f the plan, I feel an entire 

confidence, that nothing is requifite for enfuring that, but the 

fanCtion and approbation of that State, for whofe fervice it was 

formed.

SU PPLE-
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A C C O U N T  o f  t h e  H I L L S .

SUPPLEMENT. A S the people known by the denomination of the Mountaineers 
1 Hills. of Rajhmabl, as well as the country they poflefs, are utterly 

different from thole of the Jungle Terry ; I thought it would 
moft effectually keep the accounts of both free from obfeurity, if 
I concluded the fketch of the jungle Terry fuff, and gave that of 
the Hills feparately.

It has been already remarked in the firft Section, that thefe 
Hills are not a chain communicating with any others, but a 
clufter of fmall Hills furrounded by the flat countries : the dif- 
tri&s Hurting them areas follows, beginning at Sacra Gull).

i Gongaperfaud— 2 TiJliagurry— 3 Colgong— 4 Bauglepoor
5 Curruckpoor — 6 Bierboom — 7 Sultanabad— 8 Amtuar
9 Rajhmnhl — 10 Jumnee, which ends at Sacra Gully, and 

completes their contour.

Thefe Hills are principally covered with wood, excepting 
where it has been cleared away by the natives in order to build 
their villages, and cultivate janaira, plaintains and yams, which,

together
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together with feme of the final! grains mentioned in the account of 
the Jungle Terry, conftitute almoft the whole of the produ&ions 
of thofe Hills: great numbers of fwine are alfo bred by the 
Mountaineers.

Every large Hill which has, or ever has had, a village on it, 
bears a particular name; and over every inhabited Hill, is a chief 
called a Mangee, who is to every intent a feodal Lord; his Riots 
called Dungareahs, are alfo his foldiery, and pay him implicit 
obedience; the compad between them is, that in all plunder, one 
half goes to the Mangee and his family, the other half is divided 
among the Dungareahs; and of their cultivation one (ixteenth of 
all productions is paid to the Mangee in kind; but thefe chiefs 
never have paid, nor in fad ever could pay, any thing to Govern­

ment.

The inhabitants of thefe Hills are not pofleffed of any call, nor do 
they come within any one of the claffes of Hindoos: of all things 
forbidden to the different tribes of Hindoos, not one is forbidden 
to them; they have barely an idea of a Supreme Being, whom 
they worfhip under the figure of a black Bone, and the name 
of Ruxey Davey: the Prieft to this Deity, is chofen upon the 
faith of fuppofed infpirations, under the powers of which (but 
generally in fad, under that of fpirkuous liquors) he has been 
agitated by convu five motions, much in the ftyle of the Delphic 
Prieffefs, who, perhaps, indeed was infpired by the fame 
means. On his death, another is chofen in the like manner.—
Many curious circumftanccs might be related of thefe favages, 
but that it would fwell this fketch to an unreasonable fize, vaffly 
exceeding its importance : I fhall, therefore, conclude this deferip-

tion
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tion of them by remarking, that they are o f a ffbort ftature, ftrong, 

and a&ive ; and the arms they ufe are bows made of bamboo, and 

arrows o f a ftrong, thick fpecles of reed, headed with iron, in 

different fliapes; but I think, they are far from very dexterous in 

the ufe o f them..

It is about fifteen years fince the Hill people had any government 

among themlelves, o f a general nature ; and from the period of 

its diffolution. they have become dangerous and troublefbme to the 

low country, which they never were before; and their ravages 

have been the more violent, as they were ftimulated by hatred 

again# the Zemindars o f the low country, for having cut off' 

feveral o f their chiefs by treachery. Formerly the Hills o f each 

toppah were under one or more chief Mangees, to whom the 

Mangees o f all the feparate lulls were bound to Ihew obedience; -

he was bound by a machulka to the Zemindar o f the toppah, and 

had jaghier lands in the plain country granted for the fupport of 

himfelf and family in a fuitabie manner. I f  any robbery hap­

pened, he was obliged to trace it, and bring the thief to juftiee.

All the Chokeys within the hills were H ill people, whofe bufinefs 

was to prevent any bodies o f people from the inner Hills palling 

through their gauts towards the plain country : while this mode 

prevailed, no robberies were committed; the H ill people were 

happy and quiet, and the low country people were fate from de­

predations. Every year at the feftival of the Dnffarah, the head 

Mangee o f each toppah, brought the reft of the Mangees with 

him to his Zemindar, and renewed his oath of allegiance to 

Government: the other Mangees renewed theirs to him, and each

i  ' o f
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of them having received a turband, and been leaded in their cui- 

tomary manner, returned to their refpe&ive dillri&s.

But in time, the Zemindars falling into contempt with thefe 

Hill chiefs, they attempted to make themfelves independent o f 

them ; the former not having force to compel them to obedience, 

were obliged to have recourfe to treachery, and cut oft feveral o f 

them at a public feaft. T he other Mangees and B ill people left 

th ir refpe&ive gauts within the hills, and commenced thofe 

devaluations on the plain country, which have continued with 

little mtertniftiou ever fuice : the Zemindary C.hokeys, however, 

lying between the hills and the cultivated parts o f the country, kept 

things within foroe bounds, till the year 1769, when the famine 

fwent away numbers of their Chokeys, and left the plain coun­

try entirely expoied to the ravages o f the Mountaineers. W hen 

Captain Brooke came into this quarter, the only information he 

could receive was from the people o f the low country ; they 

conducted him againft the Hills which were moft troublelome * 

they were reduced, and many of their inhabitants compelled to 

fettle in the low country ; they even informed him o f the former 

Chokcy Bundy in the low country, part o f which he re-eftablifh- 

ed • but they never gave him the lead information of there having 

ever been any government among the Hill people, further than 

that of a Mange? over each h i l l ; they rep refen ted the Hill people 

in general terms as a fet ot robbers, who always had been, and 

always would be, at open war with fociety in general.

T he licentioufnefs to which the Hill people had arrived, pre­

vious to the employment o f the Cprps of L ight Infantry, ren­

dered

■ G ° i x  "  ■  ,
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clered it abfulutely neceirary by feme feverity to imprefs them 

with a fear o f our military force in the firft place; this has been 

done ; but this is only a preparatory ftep towards a folid fettle- 

men r o f them: the obedience fhowti by the Mountaineers for 

the three or four laifc years, has been lblely paid to our military 

force, and not at all derived from any fyrleni of government, or 

any idea of connexion with, or dependence on the ftate ; and the 

low country people taking advantage o f the barbarous, and at the 

fame time, fubjc&cd flate of the Mountaineers, have opprefled 

them feverely; but in future, i am led to believe, their obedience 

will be voluntary and con I-rant; their fear o f our force will be 

fupported by their belief of our ju'ftice, and knowing that all the 

benefits they receive, are in return for their peaceable deportment, 

they will be very loth on any occalion to rifle the lofs o f th in 

by mitbehaviour. A t the fame time, I beg leave to fuggeft the 

lieceffity of giving me difcretional authority, to compel obedience 

to this fyftem, in cafe any oppofition fhould be made to i t ; as in 

thefe wild countries a ftrong coercive power isablolutcly rcquilite 

for the fupport of any Government.

PropoCii for the T o effect this deferable end, I propofe (as 1 did in the cafe of
uture Government ’ . c  , .
)f the filiis. the jungle Terry) an improvement, not an abrogation of their

ancient forms of government; and for the mod perfeff informa­

tion as to the befe means of executing it, I have confulted many 

o f the Mangees who have come in to m e; and they all agree in 

aflerting, that if  their ancient form o f government is reftored, an 

effectual end will be put to all the prefent irregularities; that they 

will pay implicit obedience to the chiefs who fhall be eftab lifted 

out of the feveral principal families, and that rhofe chiefs will pay

N  the
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the fame to Government: I therefore think it my duty to recom­

mend the following method o f fettling the internal government 

of the Hills.

That the fuceeflbrs of the ieveral Sirdar Mangees o f the different 

Toppalis, be redo red to the authority and pofleffions held formerly 

by their predeeeflors ; but inftead of holding them from the 

Zemindars, that they fhail hold diem by funnuds granted in the 

name of Government. T hat they, fhail give machulkahs to Go­

vernment, fpecifying the fervices they are to perform, and the 

penalties in cafe o f failure in the performance.

That the inferior Mangees fhail give machulkahs, fpecifying 

thv ir duties and penalties in the fame manner, and moreover bind­

ing them to their Sirdar Mangce, for all purpofes lpecified in his

funnud.

That all tranfa&ions with the hill people fhail be carried on 

through their Sirdar Mangees, whereby every abufe arifmg from 

the rapacity of the low country Gautwalls and others, will be 

prevented.

That the annual oath of allegiance, with the ancient forms 

and ceremonies attending V  be renewed; as thefe barbarians 

feem to have great reverence for that inftitution. That i f  the 

Manger or Mangees o f any o f the lulls, refufe to acquiefce in 

this efhibiifhnrent, they (hull bo treated as enemies.

That
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That Hauts bo eftablifhed at proper places, to forward the in* 

tercourfe o f the Hill people with the low country.— Thelb regu­

lations will, I believe, fufficiemly enfure the peace o f the hills.

As a farther fecurky to the low country, I beg leave to recom­

mend the following plan for re-efiablifhing the Chokeys in the 

diftrifts at the foot of the hills, the Hate o f which in the feveral 

diftrifts furrounding this cludcr of hills is as follows.

C U 1! '.IUCKFOOR { In theft diftrifts, the whole of the lands 

and ; being held on feodal tenure, every Gaut

BIE R BOOM, J or pafg leading from the hills, and every 

village has. its refpeftive Chokuy ; the Mountaineers therefore can 

do little or no harm to them.

____ 1 O f the ftata of that country I am as vet
R AD SH AH I i . T i r

J uninformed, but I believe no injury is

done to it by the Mountaineers.

The Zemindars o f the Jungle Terry dif- 

R A JH M A H L rifts depending on thefe divifions, extending 

from Barcope to Furrucabad, along the 

CO.LGON G fkirts o f the hills, have very large trafts

> of land in Jaghier, for keeping up a number 

and of Chokeydars at the feveral pattes leading

from the hills.— Thele are under the autho- 

B A U G LE PO O R  ntfy o f the Zemindars, and were formerly 

ftationed fo near each other, that the firing 

N  2 of
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of a match lock at one Chokey, alarmed the next, and fo on all 
along, by which means the Mountaineers were never able to 
come beyond this line of Chokeys; but in time the Zemindars 
neglecting this eftablifhment, many of the Chokeys became 
dcferted; and the famine of 1769 and 70, falling with extraordi­
nary feverity upon thofe diftridts, fuch numbers of the people of all 
denominations perifhed, that this Chokey hundy was almoft en­
tire!) deftroyed on the (ides of Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Rajh- 
mabl; and opened the way for thofe rav. gers into the very heart 
of the plain country, which, they plundered almofl with impunity, 
till Captain Brooke was lent again ft them ; after forcing them to' 
take fhelter within their hills, he replaced a confide rabfe number 
of the Chokeys above deferibed : 1 have alfo eflablifhed a great 
many, but many more are ftill vacant, and thereby the grand end 
of a perfedl chain of them, with communication from one to an­
other, for the purpofe of gen ral alarm and defence, is deftroyed:
1 would therefore recommend t ft. That all the vacant Gauts be 
immediately manned with a proper force, but as the Jaghier lands 
formerly applied to the f up port of thofe Chokeys, have now been 
wafte for many years, and cannot of courfe afford any mainte­
nance to their at all, the Chokeydars mull be retained in monthly- 
pay, at leaf! for the prefect, till the sforefaid Jagliiers can be re­
cultivated.—This expence fhould be defrayed out of the Jnghiers 
and allowances of the Zemindars, as far* as they will go, after 
making Ratable provifton for the Zemindars ; and this is tire mote 
reafonable, fuice, though they have buffered the Chokey da ry 
Jaghiers to go to ruin, they have taken care to keep their own in 
a ftate of cultivation, probably by the very hands which fhould 
have guarded the pafles from the Ilills, and protected tbe-plain

country
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country ; I fay only probably, becaufe as yet I have had no oppor­
tunity of enquiring on the fpot, whether reports which 1 have 

heard of that tenor be true or falle.

Should thefe refources, however, prove inefficient to anfwer 
the expence of re-eftabliffiing the Chokey bundy from Furruck- 
abad to Bucope, I think it an objeft worthy the attention of 
Government, to pay the remainder out of the Jungle Terry 
revenues, till the Chokeydnry JaghiefS can be reftored to a date 
of cultivation: 1 even think it would be ftriift ©economy, as the 
valuable fudder lands of Bauglepoor, Colgong, and Rajhmahl, 
would be thereby fecured from difturbanoes, and their cultiva­

tion and rent increafe annually.

As the Zemindars of this part of the Jungle Terry from Bar- 
cope to Furruckabad, have (hewn themfelves fo undeserving of 
truft in the management of the Chokey bundy, J would advifo 
that they be not in future allowed to have any authority over 
tlum, but that inffrad of them, the following odicers be ap­

pointed on the part of Government.

That 10 every Dhce of thofe Jungle Terry Top pahs, there be 
a Tanuadar, who (hall be accountable for all the Chokeys ftation- 
ed at the paffes leading from the Hills into his Dhee. He dull 
be anfwerable, that the Chokeydars are never abfertt from their 
pofts, and in cafe of the Hill people attempting to force their 
way through any of hie Chokeys, it (hall not only be his duty to 
repel them, but to ascertain from what Hill or Hills the attempt 
was made, that orders being thereupon Cent for that purpofe to

2 the
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the perfons in- Authority xvithln the Hills, the offenders may be 
brought to juftice.— The Chokeydars at their feveral Chokeys, 
f}\a 11 be obliged to pay him ent ire obedience for all thefe ends, and 

■ ihall report to him all intelligence and occurrences.

Over thefe Tannadars, 1 advife that rhere be two Sezawils ap­
pointed, th© authority of’ the one to extend from Barcope to 
Shahabad, of the other from Sacragully to Fuiruckabad; there is 
no occafion for any from Sacragully to Shahabad, as there are 
ports of Sepoys all the way.

The Tannadars rcfpexrtively within their limits, to be under 
the orders of the Sezawils, in the fame manner, and for the fame 
ends as the Chokeydars are to the Tannadars; little points of re­
gulation for the better management of the Chokey bandy, ihall 
be at their diferetion, but no confiderable alteration to be made 
without previoufly ad viking me through the officer commanding 
at Biggie, and wail ing for my orders : the Sezawils (hail alfo re­
ceive weekly reports of the flare of the Chokeys from the feveral 
Tannadars, and make theirs to the officer at Diggic accordingly, 
but extraordinary occurrences fhall be immediately reported.—
The officers reports fhall be made to me in the fame manner: 1 
alfo recommend, that a fufficient number of Bundwaaies be at­
tached to each Sezawil, to keep up the neceflary intercourfe-be­
tween him and the Mangoes.

The Bund war ries are a fet of people peculiar to this country, 
and fo very ufeful, that 1 dare fay, the keeping them will meet 
your approbation; they are people of the low country, who hav­

ing
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mg learnt the language of the Hill people, are employed in all 
tranfa&ious with them; and fo entire is their faith in thefe 
Btmdwarries, that in time of the greateft hoftilky, they can go 
fafely into the Hills, and anyMangee who is in arms, will come 
down and fubmit on their afl it ranee of his fafety.—The life 
which I propufe making of them, is to prevent any abufes to­
wards the Hill people by the officers of the Zemindars, or of 
Government; for which end, I (hall leave them in charge of the 
Sirdar Mangoes, to forward every complaint to me, that it may 
be immediately attended to, and the evil redrelfed as icon as it 
exiftsthe very nature of their employment ihews the neceffity 
of their being entirely free from every authority and dependence 

hut that of Government.

In addition to this general plan, I beg leave to recommend the 

following improvements.

In one of my letters to the board, 1 gave it as my opinion, that 
many robberies were committed by perlbns redding in the low 
country, for which the Hill people bore the blame.— Since com­
ing round to this place, l have reafon to be confirmed in that be­
lief, both by the teflimony of the Hill people, and particular en­
quiries among the parties themfelves, enforced with pre-miles and 
little prefents which induced them to give me this account.

That in the famine of 1769 and 1770, a very confiderable 
number of the inhabitants of the Country round this, compelled 
by want, all tlae crops of rice, wheat, &c. havmg failed in the 
low lauds, fled to the Hills, where the hardy grains of Muckye,

Borah
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Borah, &c; wanting little water, were very plentiful; they re­
mained among the Hill people till the famine was over, and grain 
cheap in the low country, to which they then returned ; but hav­
ing forfeited their refpeclive all:-; by their communication with 
the Hill people, they were held in fo abominable a light, that no 
perfon would truft or employ them: this ucceflity, and perhaps 
lb me influence from the example of the Hill people, icon made 
them robbers, and being well acquainted with the low country, 
they were more dangerous than the Hill people by far.— For the 
end of robbing with the greater leeurity, they adopted the drefs 
and arms of the Hill people whenever they attacked villages or 
paffengers, and thereby multiplied complaints again# the others,
for it was impoflible for the fufferers to examine further than the 

0 * 
general appearance of the perfons by whom they were afiailed.—
Thefe people (till refide in the low country, and while this is the 
cafe, it is next to impoflible to know when robberies are com­
mitted by the Hill people or by them ; to remedy which evil, I 
beg leave to recommend the three following regulations.

xfl. Tiv t the Zemindars of Rajhmahl, S ee. bordering on the 
Hills under the colle&or of Bauglepoor, be ordered by him, to 
make exad regifters of the inhabitants of every village under their 
authority, and that no perfon be fufFered to refide therein, but 
fuch aijiave a yilible method of living by agriculture, or working 
at fome trade.

id. That no pet fon be permitted to carry bows and arrows, but 
the Hill people and Chokeydary Pikes, on pain of being confined 
and delivered over to the Fouidaary Adowlat; for thefe being the

arms
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arms of the Hill people, furnilh, as I faid before, the grand 
means of robbing in their names;— all other arms they may 
carry for the fafety of their own per Tons, they not being liable to 
the fame abules.— This article is of great importance, and I beg 
leave particularly to recommend it.

3d. Several robberies have formerly been charged upon the 
Hill people*, which have been committed on particular houfes in 
villages, where fecreted money and effeds have been dug up.
As the Hill people have no kind of intercourfe with the low 
country, it amounts to almod a certainty, that xuch robberies 
never could have been committed by them; or if they were, it 
mud have arifen from the intelligence and information given 
them by the inhabitants of the place itfelf* who were acquainted 
with the fituation of fuch property; I would therefore recom­
mend, that it be pubiilhed, that no robberies, excepting fuch as 
appear to have been attended with open violence, fuch as driving 
off herds of cattle, and plundering and burning villages, or in­
tercepting pafiengers on the high roads, will ever be confidered as 
the ads of the Hill people, or any enquiry made among them 
upon the fubjed; this will compel the principal men in the 
villages to attend more particularly to the police of their villages, 
and efpeeially to guard againd any perfons refiding in them, who 
have fome of their relations in the Hills, which is the cafe at 
prefent.— I beg leave to recommend, that thefe three regulations 

he immediately ordered.

Mod of the Sepoys in the company’s fervice have originally 
been hufbandmen, and then families dill follow that method of

O lid,
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life, in and beyond the Company's territories; I beg to fubmit it 
to your confuleration, whether it would' not be for the advantage 
of Government, to publilh through the invalid corps of Sepoys, 
that whoever among them will fettle on the lands between the 
Hills and the Sudder, Avail have fmall Jaghiers given for that 
purpofc, for the fubfiftence of themfelves and families, who are 
to be brought thither.—This would afford the profpe& of a com­
fortable maintenance to old loldiers worn out in our -leivice* and 
would eftablifh a kind of militia, whofe poffcflion* being inter- 
fperfed among thole of the Malguzarry tenants, would keep the 

• whole in faft t y  from the Mountaineers; feod.d fervice might alfo 

be enjoined from them if approved of.

The fafoty of the public Dawks being an object of much im­
portance, I have formed the following plan for enlacing it, and 1 
beg your authority for eftabliflung it; at the fame time, from my 
conviaion of its great utility, both for the fafoty of the Dawks, 
and the civilization of the Mountaineers, I have already begun 
to put it in execution.—Four principal divifions of the hills upon 
my new plan, are parallel to the extent of the road on which the 
Dawks have at any time been intuited or endangered ; over each 
of thefe divisions, are one of thofe chiefs mentioned in my plan, 
to whom all the petty chiefs in the fame divifion pay implicit 

obedience.

The fir ft of thefe commences at Furruckabad, and ends at 
Rajhmahtl; the fecond extends from Rajhmahl to Sacragully ; the 
third from Sacragully to Shahabad; the fourth from Shahabad to 
three cofs beyond Pealapoor, where the Jungle Terry boundary .

 ̂ ends;
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ends. I propofed to each o f thefe chiefs, that he fhould be bound 

to fafely conduct the Dawks through his boundary, for which 

purpofe, a proper number of his people fhould attend at th 

Dawk fhitions; that himfelf fhould have a monthly allowance 

from Government, for which he lhould bind him fell by the ni< ' '• 

forcible machulkah and oath, to protect and forward the Dawks 

with the greateft expedition ; that exclufive of this, the Hill 

people employed with the Dawk, fhould have a brafs plate fixed 

on a belt, uifcribed with the name ot the place at which tney 

are ftationed, and fignifying their being fervauts of the company 

for forwarding the Dawks; and that this would prevent any pei~ 

fons' from flopping or prefling them for Coolies; and that befides 

this, they fhould once a year receive a turband as a prefent to 

each o f thefe Hill people : the chiefs very readily con fen ted, and 

indeed Teemed exceedingly happy at the employment pre jeded 

for them, and the falary they would get for it.— 1 beg leave there­

fore, to recommend its being put in execution immediately for 

the following reafons *.

T his lalary will flrongly attach thefe four principal chiefs to 

the State, and no man under their authority will dare by any at­

tempt againft the public Dawk, to endanger this valuable pof- 

feffion of his feodal Lord.

It w ill greatly contribute to civilize the Hill people in general, 

when they perceive the advantage arifing from a dependence on 

our Government, and will give the flrongeft idea ot ! *fcty to all 

denominations o f pafiengers.—-Laflly, the whole cxpcn.ce of this 

eftablifhment, will be within one thou land rupees pei annum,

O 2 and
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and I do not believe, that any danger whatever will then cxift to 

the public difpatches; whereas very expenffve eftablifhments of 

Burcondafles have been hitherto ineffectual.-— The Ilircarrahs and 

every thing will remain with the poftmafter's people as at pre- 

feat, the H ill people will only a£t as *efcorts to them.— As the 

Hill people are exceedingly wild and timorous at prefent, I beg 

leave to point out the expediency of forne very forcible order 

being blued for preventing any violence being offered to them 

by troops palling up and down, as otherwife they will never flay 

at their refpeftive stations, nor perform the fervices expected 

from them.

C O N  C L  U S I O N.

SUCH  are the heft lights I can poffibly throw upon the fub- 

jeff, both with relpedt to the prefent and future management o f 

tlide frontier countries ; if  it be laid, that a military Govern­

ment is a thing quite foreign to our conftitution, I admit it ; but 

it is not fo evidently different from our civil Government in Eng­

land, as this country and its inhabitants, are from thofe-of our 

own: and furely fmcc we cannot-make countries to fuit ourG o­

vernment, w e fhould mrike our Government to fuit the countries, 

which is in our province to rule over ; and as I conceive external 

ffrength and fafety, and internal peace and regularity, are the 

true ends of Government; and as I am convinced they are in 

thofe wild diftriffs, only procurable by the means I have pointed 

out, I therefore beg leave to recommend them, as the only Go­

vernment adapted to this frontier throughout.

J A M E S  B R O W N E .
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To JOH N  M O TT E U X , Esci- Chairman o f  the Hon­

ourable Court o f  D ireBors, for the Affairs of the 

Honourable United E a jl India Company.

S  I  R,

C O N F O R M A B L Y  to the wijh which you were 

pleafed to exprefs, that 1 jhould furnijl) you with an 

account o f  the rife and prefent f a t e  o f  the tribe of 

people called Sicks ; I  now bey leave to fubmit to your 

perufal, the following tranfation which 1 have made, 

o f  a P  e r f  an manufcript, written■ by my defire while I  

rejlded at the court o f  Dehty ; to which I  have added, 

all the information which I  have by other channels 

acquired, refpe&ing that people; and 1 have accompani­

ed the whole with a map, fpedfying the extent o f  their 

territories, the names o f  their chiefs, together with the 

places o f  their refpeBive refidence, and the number o f  

their forces.— I  fija ll be very happy, i f  this traB is 

thought in any degree worthy o f  your attention, and 

beg leave to fubferibe m yfelf with great truth and 

refpeB,

Tour mofi obliged humble Servant, v

J A M E S  B R O W N E *
HARLF.Y~STRF.ET,

Sept. *7, 1787.

, A?
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I N T R O D U G  T  I O N.

T A U R IN G  the time o f my refklence as the Englifh 
pvliniRer, at the Court of his Majelty Shah Alum,

I took every opportunity to acquire a knowledge of the 
ftrength, rcfources, difpofition, and conftitution of the 
feveral Hates bordering on the provinces of Agra and 
Dehly, by feeking out, and cultivating a perfonal in­

timacy with the bell informed men on thofe fever?! 
fubjefts*— -In the conrfe of thefe refearches, the firil and 

moft important obje£t which prefented itfelf, was tiie 
great irregular Ariftocracy of the Sicks ; a fedt, which 

from a fmall beginning in the neighbourhood of Lahore, 
has eftablifhed itfelf in the complete poffelHon of all the 
country between the Attock and the Sutledge, and 
levies contributions to the very frontier of the Vizier’s 

dominions.

Having met with two Hindoos of considerable know­
ledge, who were natives c f  Lahore, where they bad 

refided the greater part of their lives, and who had in 

their poifeflion, accounts of the rife and progrefs of the 

Sicks, written in the Nuggary or common Hindoo)

P character,
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charadcr, I pnfuadcd them to let me have a translation 
of one of them in the Pcrfian language, abridging it as 

much as they could do, without injuring the efiential 

purpofe of information.— After all, 1 found it extremely 

defective in a regular continuation of dates, and there­
fore not deferving the name of a hiftory: however, the 
dates of the principal events are clearly determined; 
future opportunities and greater leilure than I poiiefTed 

while at Dehly, may ascertain thofe which are at prefent 
unknown.— -This Perfian lketch of an hiftory, l have 

tranffeted into Englifh, and now beg leave to Offer it to 
my honourable matters, as I am perfuaued, that the 

rapid progrefs of this le a , will hereafter render a know­
ledge of them, their ftrengtb, and government, very 

important to the a<Iiifimttration or Bengal. But as in 
the Perfian manufetipt very little is laid of the manners 
and cuftoms of the Sicks, I Ihall infert in this introduc­

tion, all that I have been able to difeover on thofe 

heads.

The people known by the name of Sicks, were origi­

nally the common inhabitants of the provinces of Lahore 

and Multan, and moflly of the Ja u t tribe; the doftrine 
on which their fe<ft is founded, was introduced by 
Goorov Nanuck, about two hundred and fifty years ago; 
and appears to bear that kind of relation to the i lindoo

religion, which the Protettant does to the Rom; a, re-
tj taining
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tairiing all the effential principles, but being abridged of 
moft of its ceremonies, as well as of the Subordinate 
objects of veneration.—-At full, the fed  was merely 
Speculative, quiet, inoffenfive, and unarmed; they were 

jfirft pcriecuted by the barbarous bigotry of Amungzehe; 

and persecution, as will ever be the cafe, gave ilrength 
to that which is meant to deftroy; the Sicks from ne« 
ceility confederated together, and finding that their 

peaceable deportment did not Secure them fiom oppref* 
lion, they took up arms to defend themfelves again ft a 
tyrannical government; and as will always happen 
where the common rights of humanity are violated, a 

hero arofc, whofe courage and ability direded the efforts 
of his injured followers, to a juft, though Severe revenge.

__the progrefs of thefe events is related in the

hiftcry. I ftiall ordv Say at ,prefent, that as t»tc jSIogul 
government declined, the Sicks in ipite of repeated 
attempts to SnppreSs them, continued to acquire Ilrength.
_They made the diftindion of their fed , a political as

much as a religious principle, rendering the uGtmflion 
into it eafy to all, and the immediate temporal advan­
tages of protedion and independan.ee, as great and as 
evident as poflible; while they at the fame time levied 
contributions upon all their neighbours, who refufed to 

come into their fraternity.

P  2 A s
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As to their government, it is ariftocratical, but very 

irregular and imperfect ;• for the body of the people is 
divided under a number of chiefs, who poffefs portions 

of country, either by former right as Zemindars, or by 
ufurpation.— Thefe chiefs enjoy diflinft authority in 
their refpeaive diftridts, uncontrolled by any fitperior 

power; and only alienable together on particular oc~ 
cations for the purpofes of depredation, or of defence ; 
when in a tumultuous Diet, they choofe by maioriy of 
votes, a leader to command their joint forces during the 

expedition; generally from among thole chiefs,, whole 

Zemindaries are moll considerable; his authority, is 
however but ill obeyed by fo many other chiefs, who 

though poffdTed of lmaller territories, yet as leaders of 
the fraternity of Sicks, think themfelves perfectly his 

equals, and barely allow him, during his temporary ele­
vation, the dignity of Primus inter Pares.

About thirty years ago, one Jeili, Sing Kelal, a cliief 
of confiderable weight and abilities, having been chofen 

commander of their grand army, when it expelled the 
Aumils of Ahmed Shah Dummy from the city, and 

Subah of Lahore, became fo popular, that he ventured 
to ftrike rupees at the mint of Lahore in his own name, 
with an infeription in Perfian to this effect, ‘ { }eila Kelai 

. '  ‘ “  conquered the country of Ahmed, and 11 ruck this
“  coin bv the grace o f God:” — but after they had been

current
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current about fifteen years, the grand Diet of the Sick 
chiefs, (called Goormutta) determined to call in all thole 
rupees, and to firike Mem in the names of Gooroo 

hanuck,  and Gooroo Gobind Sing, the firfl and the laft 

of their Gooroos, or religious leaders ; the latter of 
whom directed them to take up arms again!! the IVluf- 
fulmans, and rendered general a kind of feall to be 
celebrated at the grand Diet, or Goormutta, at which 
feall they ufe large clitbe., called in Perfian JOaig, which 

I mention to explain the Perfian inferiptton ufed on 
their coin from that time, which is as follows, u Go'oroo 

“  Gobind Sing, received from Nanuck the Dctig, the 
“  Sword, and rapid Victory,.”

T h e  city of Lahore is at prefent divided among the 
three moll powerful chiefs, who fhare the revenue l  fif­

ing from all itnpofts and duties, &c. within the city, in­

cluding the m int; the names of the prefent pofleffors 
are, Gujer Sing, Subah Sing, and Laina Sing.

The Diets of the Sicks are held at the holy Tank 

(bafon of water) of Am rutfur, about twenty cofs north 
by eait from Lahore, which was appointed for that pur- 
pofe by their Gooroo.— Here as I laid before, the com­

mander for the campaign is chofen, and their expeditions 

for the feafon planned.

' The

(  v i i  )
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The plunder colle&ed during thefe expeditions, k  

divided among the chiefs according to the number of 
their followers, to whom each chief makes his own

diftributlon.

In the-didrifts not reduced to their abfolute fubje&ion, 

but into which they make occafional incurfions, they 
levy a tribute which they call JR.auhey, and which is 
about one fifth, (as the Marhatta Chout is one fourth) 
of the annual rent; whenever a Zemindar has agreed 

to pay this tribute to any Sick chief, that chief not only 

hi mil If, refrains from plundering him, but will protect 

him from all others; and this protection is by general 
cor.fent held fo far facred, that even if  the grand army 
paffes through a Zernindary where the fafe guards of the 

lowed Sick chief are dationed, it will not violate them.

Since the Sicks became powerful, and confederated 
for the purpofe of conqueft, they have called their con­
federacy Kb a ’f t  Gee, or the State, and their grand 

army D u ll K halfa  Gee., or the Arm y of the State.

As the extent o f their aofiellions is clearly, expre (led 
in the accompanying map, as well as the names of their 
chiefs, and the number of their forces from the bed 
authorities; I Jhall only obferve, that the country is faid 

to be in a date o f high cultivation, which I believe, be-

caule
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catife they carry into it all the cattle fit for tillage, which 

come into their poflefllon by plunder, colleft a very 
moderate rent, and that mollly in kind, and during any 

inteftine difputes, their foldiery never moleft the huf- 
bandman..

Trade however, is in a low Late, owing to the in- 
focurity of merchants going backwards and forwards 

through the territories of fo many independant chiefs.
t

O f th ei'r manufactures, the principal are very fine 

cloth, which they make at Lahore, as alfo the belt arms 
in Hindoftan.

Their cavalry is remarkably good, the men being 

* V very hardy and well armed with fibres and excellent 
matchlocks, which they ufe with great dexterity; the 

horfes bred in their country, are of one of the bell 
breeds in the empire, owing to the ufe formerly made 
there of Arabian and Perfian ftallions, and fomething 
in the temperature of the air and water of that country. 
Moll o f tliefe foldiers have two or three horfes each, by 
which means their incurlions are made with great 
rapidity, their armies marching from fifty to one hun­

dred and twenty miles a day :-— their drefs Is dark blue, 
as ordered by Cooroo G olm dy and gives them, w hen

collected.
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colleded in large bodies together, a very difmal appear­

ance.

The chiefs are only diftinguifhable from their followers, 

by finer horfes and arms.

I have converfed with feveral Sicks, who were lent to 
me by different chiefs on complimentary raeflages ; and 
I perceived a manly boldnefs in their manner and con- 
veffation, very unlike the other inhabitants ol Hindoftan, 

owing no doubt to the freedom of their government.

In their camps they ufe no tents, even the chiefs 

are dickered by nothing more than fmail Numgheras 

(fquare canopies of coarfe cotton cloth) fupported on 
four {lender poles— the common foldiers pitch a blanket 
on twb iticks, and fallen the corners clown to the ground 
with wooden pins, fo that they encamp or decamp in a 

few minutes.

Among their cuftoms, the following are remarkable :

They will not ufe tobacco, though its ufe is univer- 
fal to all the inhabitants of Hindoftan, yet they drink 

{pints a; d imoke Bang  (the leaves of hemp) to the 

greateft exctfs i f  intoxicant n.

In
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In admitting a proielvtc, they make'him drink Sher­
bet out o f a large cup, with certain ceremonies, as will 
be feen hereafter, and which are deligned to fignify, 

that every dilUnftion is abolilhed, except that of being a 

Sick, even a Muflfulman may become a Sick on thefe 

conditions.— From the time that he is admitted into the 

fraternity, he wears a fteel ring round one of his wrifts, 

lets his hair and beard grow to full length, and calls on 

the name of the Gooroo in confirmation of ail engage­
ments.

'

Thefe are all the circumftances refpefting this Sc ft, 
which are not fpecifically mentioned in the hi d ory: to 

which I will add, that a feft which contained in its 

original principles l’o much internal vigour, as fullained 

it againfl the bloody perfecution of a great government, 

determined and interefted to fupprefs it, railed it up 

again with frefh ftrength on. every opportunity which 
occurred; and at length enabled it fo far to fubdue all 
oppofition, as to acquire an entire and undillurbed do­
minion over fome of the lined: provinces of the empire, * 
from whence it makes incurlions into others, holding out 
proteftion to all who join, and deftruftion to all who 

oppofe i t ; a feft, which makes religion and politics 

unite in its aggrandizement, and renders the entrance 

into it fo eafy to all who defire to become members of

Q  it,
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it, cannot fail to extend Itfelf \evy far, and'in the eric!

to he exceedingly formidable to all its neighbours.

Refpecting the map which accompanies this hi dory, 

it was laid down front ,a Per Iran map of Punjab which I. 

procured at Agra ; and was put into its prefent ihape 

by Lieutenant James Nathaniel Rind, of the Bengal 
ellablHliraent, who commanded the efcorte which ac­

companied me while refident at the Shah’s court, and 

whom 1 mult here beg leave to mention as a very 

deferving officer,*— The map, however, is defigned 

principally as a political chart, to fhew the extent of the 

dominions of the Sicks, and the places where the chiefs 

refide: on points of Geographical knowledge, I have 

too juft an opinion o f Major RermellV abilities, to at­

tempt an improvement on any work of his; and I there­

fore give this explanation of the deilgn of the accom­

panying map, that no other may be imputed to me,

* . , .

J  ;  ;
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A H . 936.I | N  the latter end o f the reign o f Sultan Baber., Nanuck Shah,

A D. X5..9. j” A ' a Dervlih, by tribe a Ketteree, lived in the village o f Shoderah, 

fitunted about feven crores (or cols) eaft o f the river Chenab; 

as he was a man o f a moft exemplary life, and eminent for his 

piety, charity, and abdinence, he became famous throughout 

Hindodan, and wherever he went teaching his dodrine, he made 

a great number of profelytes ; lie wrote feverai books upon the 

nature and inditutions of his order ; fitch as the Purraun Sunkety,

&c. which he diftribut.d for the regulation of the worihip of his 

follow rs.— He took the title o f  Gooroa, or religious Teacher, and 

called !iis followers in general Sicks, which fignifies followers of 

a Se£t, but 'his immediate difciples, whom he inftruffced in the 

mydenes of his dodtrinc, he called Murids, or D llcip les; thefe 

teams are often confounded, but they are properly very dil*

1 tlndl.

■ d After

. _-V-'. -.vy. ■ , .. * ¥



A II. 9*6.1 After the death o f Gooroo Nauuck, his fucceffors were in the

A D. 15*9-j  following order:

1 Gcoroo Ankud.

a Gooroo Amerdad.

3 Gooroo Raradas.

4 Gooroo Arjun who wrote the Gurhunt, now generally 

followed as the rule o f ditcipline.

5 Gooroo Ramroy.

6 Gooroo Hur Roy.

y Gooroo Hurry Siri Kirfhenr,

theft Gooroos appear upon an average, to have exercifed their 

office about twenty-two years each.

A H . 1073.1 In the year of the Hegira, toy3, Aurung'/xbe being on the

A D. i66z. f  throne, a fo» was born to Gooroo Hurry Siri Kirihen, to whom 

they gave the name o f Tat'gh Be,Bader, when this fon came to the 

age of puberty,— being remarkable for his piety and abftinence,—  

his followers conceived a fuperfritious veneration for him, and 

ufed among themielves, to call him the true King; he on his part, 

whatever he received in pretents, or offerings from his difeipies, 

or the Sicks in general, he laid out in prov'ffions, which he

publicly
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A H. 1073. *1 publicly/lifti'ibutecl to all who chofe to receive them ; this brougnt

A D , 1662./ g reat numbers to participate of his bounty.

T he news writers o f Lahore, foon tranfitiitted an account o f 

thefe circumftances to Aurungz. be, who was then engaged in the 

war of the Decfcan; and his Majefty being very particular in his 

examination of all perfons who pretended to extraordinary fa ls ity ,  

he fent lb me Tejfawils (or Ufliers) to bring Taigh Behader to his 

prefence, who on their arrival at the place of his refidence, im­

mediately fet out with them, and loon arrived at the court.

A H. 1006.1 Aurungzebe having called him Into his prefence, examined him

A D. 1684. J very ftri&ly refpeding the revelations and miracles to which he 

fuppofed that he pretended; to which Tnigh Behader replied,

“  that he was a D ervilh; that he iiibfiftcd on the alms of the 

« charitable, and palled his life in the contemplation and ador- 

« utpn of G od; but that he neither p; tended to revelations not 

“  miracles.”  The Shah again laid, “  they call you the true 

“  King, and Taigh Behader, (which was a military title) what 

“  preemption is this to which Taigh Behader replied,

<< whatever is, is from God ; Derviflics have nothing to do with 

« titles or honours.” — T he Shah perceiving that he could dif- 

cover nothing of the revelations or miracles attributed to this 

Dervilh, gave orders for putting him to death immediately.— At 

that time, a Bramin of the name o f Murdaneh, who flood by, 

faidto Taigh Behader, “  If you will give me permifhon, 1 will 

« imprecate curies on thefe perfecutoxs, and by the juflice of 

“  God, you (hall fee them mftantly deft roved-” But Taigh

Behader, according to, the counfel given to him at parting by ins
father,
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A H . 1096.] father, to preferve the fecret o f the fe£t, though it fhould coft 

A D . 1684. J him his life, replied, “  T he time is not yet come, God himfelf 

“  will punifh them, and raife up a hero, who will exad ample 

** vengeance for my blood.”

He was accordingly put to ( A) death, and upon the fpofc where 

he fuffered Martyrdom, a monument has been ere&ed, which is 

ftill in being, and offerings are made at it.

Soon'after this, the widow of Taigh Behader, having been left 

with child, was delivered o f a fon, to whom they gave the name 

? ’ I n l ‘ j- o f  GobindSing, who growing up, and being about twenty years 

1 o f age, conceived an ardent defire to- revenge the death of his 

father; but either finding his party too weak, or wanting refolu- 

tion in his own mind to attempt fo dangerous an enterprise, he,

( ») by the advice o f the Bramins, performed a number of fuper- 

ffitious rites, in expectation, that fome manifeftation of the 

Divine pleafure would appear in his favour; at length a voice

was

Jwtc A. Aurungzebe feems on this, as well as on miny other occafions, to have made religion a 

veil to cover las political tyranny; the real motive of this cruelty- to Taigh Behader, was 

inoft probably, refciitment for his having allowed hb followers to call- hint tk* true King 1 

and his having uud a military title, which was not granted by Royal Patent, agreeably to 

the cultoim ot that Government, of all which he was exceeding jealous.

Note B. X have omitted the detail of thefe fuperliitione, which would tut tire the enlightened 

European reader; their object was no doubt, to intprefs the common people with a belief 

that their caul'e was fupported by divine favor and protection,
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- H. 1116.I was faid to have been heard from heaven, declaring the revenge

ID . 1704-.j  }-ie fought for, fhoitld not be attained by him, but by his dif- 

ciples after his death ; and that his left thould at tail arrive at the 

higheft point of ftrength and dominion.

The mind of Gooroo Gobiiul Sing, feems to have become dif- 

ordered by the influence of thefe fuperftitious reveries, and to 

have remained for fome time in that hate ; but at length having 

recovered his reaibn, he put on a drefs of dark blue, let his hair 

and beard grow to their full length, and inflru&ed his feet to 

follow his example in the.if. points.— He aifo directed them to arm 

themfelves in expectation of the hour, when the prophecy fhould 

be fulfilled.

\ H. 1118.1 From this time, the Sicks animated with enthufiafm, began to

\ D. 1706. J colleCt together from all parts of the Empire, and multitudes o f 

new profelytes were daily enrolled in the feCt, which was render­

ed important by the martyrdom of Taigh Bclr.ider.-~Gooroo Go- 

bmd Sing, eftablifhed a ceremony to be ufed on the reception o f 

new profelytes, which ceremony is called Foil, and confifts in 

making them drink Sherbet out of a cup, ftirring it round with 

a dagger, and pronouncing a certain (c) incantation at the fame 

time.

Advice

Note C . This incantation I could never get the words of, though I took fome pains to do fo.— It 

feems to lx  among the Arcana of this feft.

%



■ S)-7  ̂ <SL
' ; ■ : ,; r :'’■ #'

[ « 1

A K . i n 8.'I Advice being conveyed to Aurungzebe of all fhefe particulars,

A D. f;o6. J jje fcnr orders to the Navab Vizier Khan, who was*then Foujdur 

of Sirhiud, to take the requifite fteps for fupprefl'mg this threat- 

• eninp mfurrc&ion ; but before this order was received, Gooroo 

Gobind, having gone to colled his followers from the eaftern 

provinces, died at the city o f Patna; and his wife hav ing died 

fometime before, two children whom he had, the one about fix, 

the other about five years old, were left under the care of Ins 

mother, (the widow of Faigh Behader) who hearing of the 

Shah’s orders to Vizier Khan, attempted to fly with her two 

grand children from Amrutjur to Macowal, which was her native 

place.— Many of Gooroo Gobirui’ s followers accompanied, in 

order to efcort them lafe to the place of their deftination.— By 

the time they had got to the village o f Chumkore, which was feven 

cofs from Sirhiud, the Navab Vizier Khan, according to the 

Shah’s orders, fent a body of troops commanded by Khizzer 

Khan Malnere, together with the Buckfhy of his own army, to 

take Gooroo Gobhul’ s family prim ers, and bring them to Sir-

kind,_Khizzer Khan having overtaken them at that place, the

Sicks who accompanied the Gooroo’ s family, defended them with 

the greateft refolution ; many of the Shah’s people were killed, 

as well as of the S icks; but as the former were vaftly fuperior in 

number, the two children, together with their grandmother, 

were taken prifoners, and all th e ir  wealth and property, which 

they, were carrying away with them was plundered j— -the lew 

Sicks who furvived, efcaped by flight." Khizzer Khan brought his 

p r ifo n e r s  to the Navab Vizier Khan at Sirhiud, who put them in 

confinement; and advifed Aurungzebe of it.

They

XCsfc ■ G°iv\ .........
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AH. i u 8.1 T h e y  fay, that Vizier Khan, who had been forty years 

D. 1706.J IT  11 jdar o f Sirhind, had never opprefled any perfon under his 

authority, blit was diftinguilhed for his juftice and humanity ; 

and from the natural goodnefs of his difpofition, he conceived a 

regard for thefe children of Gooroo Gobind, often fent lor them, 

and fhewed them kindnefs.— It happened one dajr, that he was 

afkiug them in a jelling manner, how much they had been plun­

dered of, to which the eldefl of the children innocently replie I,

“  that the wealth of Dervifhes Was too great to be counted.

Suchanund, a Keitcry, who was Dewan to the Navab Vizier Khan, 

laid to him, s< perhaps thefe children may give the tame kind of 

** anfwer i f  they are examined by the Shah; i f  fo, what will be- 

“  come o f us all, and who (hall fatisfy his Majefty ? it would he 

“  fafer to put the children to death, which is the only way of 

“  fecuring ourfelves from the Shah’s rapacity.”

Vizier Khan being unwilling to deflroy thefe innocent children, 

hefitated a long time ; but at length his dread of the Shah’s dif- 

pleafure, (») fhould he fufpedt him of having fecreted thetreafure 

plundered from Gooroo Gobind’s family, getting the better o f 

every other con ft deration, he faicl to Khizzer Khan, “  Many ot 

** your friends and followers were killed by the Sicks, who

R  efcorted

Note D This is a linking inftance of the tyranny of Aurungz be’s Government, and indeed of 

the horrid cffe& of defpotifm, ou the characters of thofe who live under its influence ; when 

tve here behold a man naturally mild and compallionate, committing the molt atrocious 

crime, from dread of the confcquence which would have attended his acting conformably to 

his confeience, and the dictates of humanity.
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• A H. Tn8."j “  c a r t e d  thcfe children, you ought to retaliate by killing the

A  D. 170G. j << children, as the caufe of the death of fo many of the faith-

si f,,!,”  (r,)....K hizzcr Khan, however, njedlcd the propofol with

horror, and nobly replied, « both 1 and my followers are foldiers*

*t a;td whoever oppofe us ii open war, we either kill them, or 

“  are killed ourfclves; hut what you propofe, is the bufinefs of 

'it an I xecutioneh”  However, the deftined period ot the 

childrens lives being cone, one Kurruckchy Beg, a Mogul in the 

Shah’s fervice, undertook to perpetrate this barbarous murder, 

and went to-the prifon where the innocent victims were confined : 

the children clung round the neck of their grandmother to hue 

thcmfelves, but the villain tore them mvay, and cut their throats 

with a knife, in the prefence o f this miferabie woman, who, un­

able longer to bear fuch a load of calamity, her hulband, Taigh 

Behader, having been murdered before, (as was related) and her 

grand children now butchered before her eyes, funk under the 

violence of grief and horror, excited by tins laft fccne, and di­

vine mercy by an immediate death, relealed her from iuither

f u f t c r i n g < '

One

„  r  Retaliation for blood called b >  Kcran K»f*«H «  confidtred by the Muff..bans, at 
Mote £<t

a moral and religious duty to the next in connection.

t Note F , Of all the ihfiances of cruelty exerelfcd on the propagators of new Joannes, thi; - the 

moil barbarous and outrageous ,-Defcaceteft women and children, hatc-ufually efcaped, 

even fro *  religious fury . - N o  wonder then, that the vengeance of the Sicks was fo

ferere.
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A H . 1118.I One Bimdah, a Bkagee Fakeer, and the native of a village called 

A D. 1706. J pundorv, in the the Doab o f Beit Jalinder, had been, for many 

years the intimate friend of Gooroo Gobirnl ; and hearing of the 

dcftrudlion of his defenceless family, lie gave way to the deepeft 

impreffions of grief and rcfcntmcnt, which at length fettled into 

a fixed determination to feek revenge ; for this purpofe, he went 

to all the mod powerful and zealous of the Sicks, who had been 

the followers of Gooroo Gobin .l, and having excited in them the 

fame fpifit with which he himfelf was a&uated, and enrolled 

him felf in the fraternity o f the Sicks, he, with furprifing dili­

gence and activity, and aided by uncommon abilities, colleclal 

the fedt together in arms from all quarters, and infpired them with 

the moil; ardent fpirit of revenge.

A H . 1119.] . Fortunately for the execution of Bundah’s delign, about this 

A D. 1707. ] time, Aurungzcbe died in the Deckan, and the fucccffion to the 

throne being difputed between his ions, (as it is well known to 

thofie who are convcrfant in the hiftory o f Hitidoftan,) great con- 

fufion arofe in all parts of the empire.— Bundah taking advantage 

of this opportunity, and having colledcd together a large, though 

irregular army o f Sicks, marched to attack Navab \  izjer Khan, 

v. ho was then at Sirhind,the feat of his government— Vizier Khan 

came out to give them battle with all the troops he had, and the 

armies coming to aft ion near /Jlwan Sir ay, the Sicks, infpired 

by enthufiafm and revenge, gave the Mufluimans a total defeat:

Vizier Khan was killed upon the fpot, and die greater part of his 

army was cut in pieces. Proceeding to the town o f Sirhind, the 

Sicks put to death all the family of Vizier Khan, and every 

dependant and iervant belonging to h im ;— Suchanund the Do .van,

R 2 by
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A H . £! 19.3 by whole advice the children of Gooroo Gobmd had been mur- 

A* D. 1707. j dered, was torn to pieces, with every circumftance of cruelty 

which lavage revenge could dictate. After which, they destroyed 

all the mofques and tombs belonging to the M ufluimans; and inch 

was the terror which their feverity and fury excited, that neither 

Hindoos nor Muffulmans found any means of fafety, but in 

acknowledging and fubmitting to their authority, and profeffing 

to belong to their fe£t; which difpofition, Bundah, who was a' 

man of great art and addrefs, encouraged by every means, with 

a view toencreafe his force: treating thole with the mo if flatter* 

tering kindnefs who came into the left, and thofe who refufed 

with unrelenting feverity :— lb that in a Ihort time, all the dif- 

tri£l • from Panipnt to near Lahore., acknowledged the authority 

o f the Sicks ; and Behader Shah being then in the Deckan, with, 

the Imperial army, there was no force in the provinces of Lahore»,

Dehly or Agra, able to undertake the reduction o f the insurgents*.

A H . m o d  Behader Shah, having defeated his brother K im  Buekfli, wa»

A. D. 1708.) defirous of remaining lb me time longer in that part of his domi- 

nkms, in order to make a complete fettlement of all the Soubah's 

(or provinces) of the Deckan ; but when the advices arrived of 

Bundah’ s infuri, dion, and Vizier Khan’s defeat and death, the 

danger appeared too preflitg to admit o f delay : he therefore de~ 

termined to move with his whole force towards Sirhind, fending 

before him an advanced army o f cavalry and artillery, under the 

command of Sultan Kouly Khan, nephew of Rullum dii K han; 

to which he joined all the Mufluimans who had fled from Sirhind 

and other parts, to avoid the fury o f the Sicks. His. Majelty or­

dered Sultan Kouly Khan to march by way o f D ehly, and thereby

ftop
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A fl. irzo. | flop the jrrogrefs of' the Sicks on that fide;— prote&ing the inha- 

A D .  1708.J  j j j f jujtg as much as poffible,— to prevent the infurrection from 

fpreading,— and to put every man to the fword that he fhould find 

with his hair and beard at full length;— that being the charac­

ter! flic external of the Sicks.

I. ‘

i Sultan Kouly Khan, with the zeal o f a faithful fervant, march­

ed as expcditioufly as poflible, and having palled by way of Dehly, 

he came to Pan ip tit; refolved to attack the Sicks, though his 

army was exceedingly weak, when compared with the prodigious 

force now got together under the enemy’s.fbindard. The Sicks 

on their parr, being flu died with viflory, and confident in their 

numbers, were no lefs willing to come to action. T he battle 

began, in which there was great (laughter on both fides, but efpe- 

daily on that of the Sicks ; who being deftitutc o f difcipline, and 

unprovided with artillery, luffered very feverely; when Kifury Sing 

Buckfhy, to whom Bundah had given the command o f this 

divifion of his army, being killed by an arrow, the Sicks began to 

give Way, were at length totally defeated, and the remainder o f 

their army fled to join Bundah, who had remained with the reft 

o f his forces at Sirhind, The next day, Sultan Kouly Khan 

being joined by a reinforcement lent after him by the Shah, under 

the command o f the Vizier Khan Khr.nan, marched to Sirhind ;

Bundah drew up his army, which confifted of between forty and 

fifty thoufaiul horfe and foot, to receive the MufTuIrnans:— the 

battle was long and bloody ;— but at length, the royal army mak­

ing a defperate charge upon one part of the enemy’ s front, broke 

through, and a general defeat enfued, with terrible (laughter o f 

the Sicks. Bundah being unable to rally Ills dlfheartened troops,

1 fled

. ... ... ■ .....

[  i i  ]
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A H. uao.'l fled with as many as he could co lle t together, and took refuge 

A  D. 1708. J in a ft rang fort called Ldfighur  ̂ ( ° )  which ftood near M acawal;

whither the royal a tiny purfued them, and furrounding the fort 

began to lay liege to it.

In the mean time the Shah, hearing that Loaghur was inverted, 

marched on as expeditioufly as poflible, and without halting at 

Dehly, joined the camp o f the Vizier and Sultan Kouly Khan, 

before Loaghur. By the time that the fiege had lafted a month, 

the befieged finding their provifions and ammunition fail them, and 

being determined to fell their lives as dear as poflible, they fallied 

out of the fort fvvord in hand.— A defperate, but unequal con flirt; 

enfued ; the greater part o f the Sicks were cut in pieces on the 

fpot; many were taken prisoners, in which number was their 

leader Bundah, who was confined in an iron cage, and together 

with the other prisoners was fent to D ehly, where they were all 

publickly executed, after having been offered their lives on con­

dition of embracing the Muflislman faith, which they rejected 

with contempt. The few remaining Sicks fled to the mountains, 

where they concealed th< tnfelves; and the Zemindars and Riots 

of the country who had joined them during their infurrertion, 

partly to lecure themfclves, ancl partly for the fake of plunder, 

now cut off their beards and hair, and returned to their original 

occupations.

From

* i\ ; ' ' V'fo.’. i f*  J ''

r Note G. This place as well as Tome others mentioned in the Hiflofy, having been totally deftroyed, 

are not inferted in the map.
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A H , 1120.1 From this time, during the reigns of Behader Shall, J hander 

AD. 1708.J Shah, Ferockfir, and the fhiort reigns o f R.ifi al Dirjat, and his 

brother, Abdul Summud Khan being Subadar o f  Lahore, none o f 

this fed ever ventured to appear in arm s; but concealed themfelves 

by every means for near twelve years.

A H . 1 r 3 r -1 III the year o f the Hegira 1131, Mahammud Shah being on

A D . 1718, j  the throne, and Zekariah Khan being Subadar of Lahore, the 

Sicks, though unable to appear in any confiderable force, began 

to plunder, and carry on a kind o f predatory war in the lkirts o f  

the mountains, as i f  to try the temper o f government; and this 

practice they continued with little variation for twenty years.

A H. In the year o f the Hegira 1 15 1 , Nadir Shah the King o f

A D . 1738./ Perfia, invaded Hindoftan, and as his army committed dreadful 

ravages wherever they went, the inhabitants fled to the hills for 

fafety ; while the Scbadars of the Provinces, being unable to 

relhl:, Submitted to the invader.

On this occafion, the Sicks colleding together, began to com­

mit depredations on all tides, poiTeffirig themfelves o f the property 

o f the inhabitants who had fled to avoid the Perfians, and plun­

dering every place in their reach.— A t the fame time they fortified 

themfelves near a village called DuUlval, on the banks of tiie Ravy, 

where they were joined by many Zemindars, who had fccretly 

favoured their fed, and now rejoiced to fee it once more in a 

condition to declare itfelf.

S o m e
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A II. t t 51.  ̂ Some time after this, Nadir Shah returned to Perfia, having

A D . 1738. J plundered at Dehly, wealth to an a* in(i: incredible amount, and 

having beftowed the Empire of Hmdoftan on Mahummud Shah, 

as his own free g ift,— He left behind him Nafir Khan, to colled 

the Subah of Cabul, and four Mahls, (diftrids) belonging to the 

Subali o f Lahore; (being parts o f the Empire o f Hindoftan, 

made over to him by the treaty with Mahummud Shah.) T h e 

•reft of the Subah o f Lahore was continued under Zckariah Khan,

■ as Subadar, on the part of Mahummud Shah.— Zckariah Khan 

appointed Adina Beg Khan to be Foujdar o f the Doab o f Bary, 

with orders to reduce the Sicks to obedience.

The force he had with him was fully equal to the execution of 

that fervice ; but Adina Beg, confidering that i f  he fhould entirely 

put an end to all difturbances in that diftrid, there would remain 

no neceffity for continuing him in fo extenfive a command, he 

carried 0:1 intrigues with the Chiefs of the Sicks, and fccretly 

encouraged them to continue their depredations; at the fame 

time, pretending to be very ddirous of fubduing them. From 

this management, the Sicks became daily more powerful, and 

ferized upon feverai places in the diftant parts of the Subah of 

Lahore. They alfo began again to perform publick pilgrimages 

to the Holy Tank at Amrutjur, without moleftation.

About this time, Zekariah Khan died, leaving two fons, the 

elder of whom was by the Shah appointed to fucceed his father, 

as Subadar o f Lahore; but difputes a riling between the two 

brothers, the affairs o f the Province became greatly negleded, 

and the Sicks increafed in flrength.

■ G ° i x

Some
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A H . 1151.1 Some time before this, Nadir Shah having been aflaffinatec! in 

A D. 1738. J Perfia, Almud Khan Durranny, one of his principal officers, efta- 

blifhed himfelf at Kandahar, and fei/.ed upon that Province, in 

which he had confiderable family connections ; at the fame time 

laying claim to the other ( H ) Provinces of Hindoftan, which had 

been ceded to Nadir Shah by the treaty before mentioned, and 

affirming the title of Shah or King.

Soon after which, he ieized upon Nafir Khan, whom Nadir 

Shah had left Subadar o f Cabul, (as laid before) together with 

the treafure which he had collected from the time o f Nadir Shah’s 

return to Perlia, being above a crore o f rupees. He alio demanded 

his daughter from him in marriage.— Nafir Khan being theii 

entirely in his power, contented, and obtained liberty to go to 

his followers who were in Paljham r, under pretence of making 

the neceffary preparations;— he was obliged, however, to leave 

his fon as hoftage; but as foon as he was at liberty, he confidered 

the giving liis daughter to a man o f a different tribe, as a difgrace 

not to be fubmitted to, and therefore began to c o lle t  forces for 

his own defence. Yet fome time after, Almud Shah Durranny, 

approaching him, though with a very inferior army, his followers 

difperfed, and Nafir Khan fled towards Dehly, which furnifhed 

A H. 1 159.I Ahmud Shah Durranny with a plea for his firft invafion of Hin- 

A D. 174C.J doftan. He accordingly palled the Attock, Jclum, and Chenab, 

and came to Lahore.

S Shah

Note H. Tbefe were Cabul, Faifiiavvar, and T.itta: in a word, every tiling weft of the Attock,

* or Indus.
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A H, 1159.1
A D. 1746. J Shah Nevaz Khan, (one o f the fons of Zekariah Khan) who 

was then Subadar of Lahore, immediately fubmitted; and the 

Durranny Shah entering the city of Lahore, feized upon the trea- 

fury and the armoury there, and proclaimed himfelf matter of 

that Province alfo.

It is foreign from the defign of this hiftory, to enter into a 

detail o f thole events, which are all related in the general hiftory 

of the empire; fuffice it to fay, that the Durranny Shah was at 

length obliged to return to Kandahar; and that in the year of 

A H . 1160.I the Hegira 1x60, Mahummud Shah having died, was fucceeded 

A D . 1747.J by his foil Ahmed Shah, who nominated M ir Munnoo, called 

Mom ul Mullock, fon to the late Vizier Kummer ul dim Khan, to 

the Subadary of Lahore and Multan.

During tlrefe troubles, the Sick Chiefs Jefla Sing Kelal, Chirfah 

Sing, Tokah Sing, and Kirwar Sing, had got together about 5000 

horfe; to which army they (for the fit ft time) gave the title o f  ,D«/

Khaljah Gee, or the Arm y of the State, and with which they made 

themfelves matters o f the Doab of Bary.— Mom ul Mullock again 

appointed Adina Beg Khan to the Foujdary o f that Doab ; who 

marching thither, began as formerly to intrigue with the Sicks, 

and took no effe&ual means to fupprefs them. In one attion 

indeed, he defeated them, and killed about 600 Sicks; but as the 

confufion prevailing in the empire, had reduced thouiands o f 

people to diftrefs, they were daily joining the Sicks for the fake 

of plunder, took the Pot!, and let their hair grow, upon which

they
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A H . 1160. |
A D. 1747.] % eyw ere inrolled in the Did, which now began to encreafe with 

furprifmg rapidit j . ( 1 ).

A H. U63.I About three years after this, Ahmed Shah Durranny, again in-

A D. 1750. J vaded Hindoftan, and having defeated Moin ul Mullock, lei zed 

on Lahore, levied a very heavy contribution from it, and after­

wards appointed Moin ul Mullock to be Subadar on h is ’’part o f 

Lahore and Multan, having given the daughter of Moin ul 

Mullock in marriage to his own Ion, the Prince Tim ur Shah : 

after this, the Durranny Shall returned to Kandahar.

During this war, Ad in a Beg Khan having joined Moin ul Mul- 

 ̂ lock with all his forces, the Sicks had nothing left to oppofe them,

and therefore they daily became more formidable. T hey cut off 

the royal garrifon in the Fort of 1'annifer, deftroyed the fort, 

and plundered all the neighbouring diftri&s.

Alter the departure o f the Durranny Shah, Moin u! Mullock 

again lent Adina Beg Khan again# the Sicks, who feemed now to 

be inclined to diicharge his duty with fidelity, for having received 

intelligence that they were a hem bled near Macowal, to celebrate 

tne leltival ol the H o o ly , he, by a forced march, furprifed them, 

and put fo many of them to death, that the remainder were oblig­

ed to difperfe for a while, but foon began to plunder again in 

fmall parties.

S 3  In

Noic I, Has naturally accounts for the rapid rife of the Sicks, which commenced about this 
, time.
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A H. 1165. ) In the year o f the Hegira 1165, Moin til Mullock died, and his

4 D. »752‘ J widow appointed one Beck ary Khan, to manage the government 

of her deceafed hufband, as Naib (or deputy) on her part; but 

having dete&ed him in a defign to feize on her perfon, and ufurp 

the government himielf, Che caufed him to"be firangled : and ap­

pointed Sycd Jumeil ul dim Khan to the office o f her Naib.

A  fhort time after this, the troubles arifing at D ehly, which 

ended in the V izier Ghnzi ul dien Khan’s depofmg Ahm d Shah, 

and railing to the throne Alumgire Sant, the reins o f government 

became entirely relaxed, and the Sicr > gathered new ftrength.

A H. 1169.] |n t}ie year 0f  the Hegira 1169, Ahmed Shah Durranny again

A D. 1755. hivaded Hindoftan, and came to Lahore.— By this time, the Sicks 

were become very numerous, and their Jjul was in the neigh­

bourhood of Lahore; but they were afraid to attack the Durranny 

army: however, they plundered all people who {haggled from 

the camp, and cut off provifions going to it.— But the Durranny 

Shah being defirous o f getting as foon as poffible to Dehly, took 

no notice of thefe infults.

After plundering Dehly, Muttra, and all the circumjacent 

towns and villages, and exorcifmg unheard o f barbarities, the 

Durranny Shah marched back to Kandahar; leaving a chief o f 

the name of Ahmed Khan, to command in Sirhind, and his own 

fon, the Prince Timur Shah, with an army under the command 

of Jehan Khan, one of his beft officers, to collect the Subahs o f 

Lahore and Multan.

Jehan
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A H , 1169."] Jehan Khan from a principle o f religious zeal, deftroyed the 

A D . 1755.J places o f worfhip belonging to the Sicks at jQtnrutJuf) and fihcd 

up the {acted Tank, which they fo highly venerate : upon which 

the Sicks collected together under their chiefs from all quarters, 

and blockading the city of Lahore, cblle&ed the revenues of the 

country all round for their own ufe. Jehan Khan with the Prince, 

marched out to give them battle; but after feveral actions, finding 

the Sicks too numerous for him to contend with, lie retreated to 

Kandahar,
. s

Upon*this occafion, Jefla Sing Kelal, who was at the time com­

mander in chief of the Dul, ft ruck rupees in his own name, at the 

royal mint at Lahore, with the following infcription, “  Jefla 

** Kelal conquered the country of Ahmed, and (truck this coin 

“  by the Grace of God.”

| After the retreat of Jehan Khan, the Court of Dehly appointed

Adina Beg Khan to be Subadar o f Lahore; hut the force with 

which he was furniftnd by fo weak a government, was not equal 

to encountering the Sicks: lie was therefore obliged to flop at 

Sirhind; and finding that he could not obtain any aftiftance flora 

the adminiftration at D eh l), he applied to tlxe Marhatta chief 

Rogonaut Row, who at that time.commanded a large army iu the 

Province o f Agra, and ottered to aflift him in reducing Punjab;

■ to which the Marhatta chief agreed, and marched to Sirhind; 

where he was joined by Adina Beg Khan with his own army, 

and feme of the inferior Sick chiefs, whom he had brought over 

by great promifes.

i . 1 Their
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A H. ■> 169.1 Their fir ft operation was to expel and plunder Ahmed Khan,

A  D, 1 755' J whom the Durranny Shah had left to command in Sirlnnd.— On 

this occafion the Sick chiefs, who had joined Adina Beg Khan, 

plundered the town of Sirhind; which gave great offence to the 

Marhatta chiefs, who projected falling upon the Sicks, and plun­

dering them in return : which coming to the knowledge o f Adina 

Beg Khan, by whofe influence thefe Sicks had been induced to join 

the Marhattas, he gave them immediate notice o f the defign which 

was formed againft them, upon which, they marched away in the 

night.

The Sick leaders who were in poflefiion of Lahore, did not think 

their army a match for the Marhattas, when reinforced by Adina 

Beg Khan, they therefore drew off to the fkirts o f the mountains; 

and the Marhattas eftablifhed garrifons in Lahore, Multan, &c.

But their government was o f fhort duration, for loon after this, 

attempting to expel the Rohillas from their pofleflions, Nujeab ul 

Doulah, the principal Rohilla chief, applied to the Durranny Shah 

for abidance — alledging, that being his fubje&s, ( K ) they could 

apply to no one die for red refs ; and tint, therefore, they entreat­

ed he would lupport them againft the infidels.

Ahmed Shah Durranny accordingly left Kundahar, with his 

whole force; and as foon as it was known that he had crofted the 

Attock, all the Marhatta garrifons in Lahore and Mpkan, fled 

Without waiting for his nearer approach.
The

Note 1C, All the Rohiila tribes come from the country be longing to the Durranny Shah, and 

thofe fettled in Hindof an, ftill call him their King,
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A H. 1172.1 T he Vizier Ghazt ul dieu Khan, who kept his Majefty Alum- 

A D. 1758. J gj,;e Sani as a prifoner in his own palace, expefting that the 

Durranny Shah would call hint to a feverc account, if  Alurogire 

Sani {hould complain to’ him; in a tranfport of rage and defpair 

he put him to death ; and alter placing another 01 tnc toy al hue 

upon the throne, by the title o f Shah Jehan Sani, he left Dehly 

with all his forces, and joined the Marhatta army, which was 

then belieging the Rohillas at Suker tail.

The events of this campaign are foreign to our fubjeA, it is 

only neceflary to fay. that the Durranny Shah having raifed the 

fiege o f Sukertall, and defeated the Marhatta chiefs Junkoo and 

Mulhar Row in feveral a&ions, in one of which, Dattea Pateel 

(the elder brother of Mahado Row Sindea) was killed ; and being 

joined by all the Rohilla chiefs, as aifo by the Navab Shuja ul 

Dowla, cantoned for the rainy leafon near Coel in the Doab, be­

tween the Ganges and the Jumna.

A H. 1177.|  W hile Ahmed Shah Durranny remained at Coel, he received 

A D . 17 59- j  advice, that Adina Beg Khan, whom he had once more appointed 

SubaJar of Lahore, was dead, and that the Sicks taking advan­

tage o f that event, had aflembled in great numbers, attacked ancl 

defeated Sumbu das, the Dewan of Adina Beg Khan, who after his 

matter's death had attempted to keep things in order.— On this 

intelligence, the Durranny Shah appointed Zien Khan to be 

- Foujdar of Sirhind, and Bullund Khan to be Subadar o Lahore,

and difpatched them to their Rations with an army of 10,00a 

horfe.

r . V The
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A H . x 173.} The conclufion o f the rains was followed by that famous 

A  D. 1759J campaign, which put to final trial the grand queflionof E mpire 

between the Mu i Telmans, and the Marhattas; and ending by the 

fatal battle of Paniput, which was. fought on the 20th of Jh mad ul 

A H . 1174.1 Sard' 1174, decided it in favour o f the Mullulmans, and gave a 

A D. 1760. J ;qow t0 tj ie Marhatta power, which it has not entirely recovered 

yet. /  • "

After this, Ahmed Shah Durranny, having fettled the govern­

ment at Dehly in the hands of Nujeib ul Doula, and placed 

Mir%a Jewan Bucht on the throne, as r- prefentative o f his father 

Shah Alum, who was then in Bengal, he marched back towards 

, Kandahar.

As loon as he had palled the Suttedge, the Sicks began to 

plunder the ft Higglers from his c..mp, which he forebore to relent 

at that time, Iris army being loaded with plunder; however, to 

fecure his camp from infult, lie every night threw up a flight 

work round it, and in this manner he continued his march to the 

Attock, the Sicks following him all the way.

W hen rhe Durranny army had palled the Attock, the Sicks 

returned, and having blockaded Lahore, they compelled Bullund.

Khan to retreat with his gaxrilon, upon which they took pofifef- 

lion of that city, and all the country from the Attock to Sir- 

hind.

However, Zeixi Khan, whom the Durranny Shah had left as 

Foujdare of Sirhind, being afftfted by Hinghun Khan, a pattan

chief.
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A H , 1174.] chief, o f the diftricf o f Malnair (fouth weft from Sirhind) ftill 

AD. 1760./ fupported himlelf, againft them.

A H . 1175.1 The following year, the Sicks to the number of about forty 

A Y). 1761. J thoufand horfe, ravaged the whole territory o f Malnair, in re­

venge for the affiftance given by Hinghun Khan to the Uurranny 

A u m il; but foon after Ahmed Shall Durranny having marched to 

Lahore to punifh the Sicks, for having expelled Bullund Khan,

. Hinghun Khan contrived in the night to efcape, and fled to the 

Durranny camp for protection.— The Durranny Shah feat thirty 

thoufand horfe under his conduct, who marching feventy crores 

(one hundred and forty miles) almoft without ( L) intermiffion, fur- 

prized the army o f the Sicks, at a place called Barnala, and put 

great n umbers to the fw ord; the reft as ufual, difperfed for a» 

time ; after which, the Shah proceeded to Sirhind, where he was 

met by Nujeib ul Dowlu, and the other principal Omrahs; and 

having received their compliments, returned back to Kandahar, 

leaving Saudet yab Khan, one o f his officers, with a large de­

tachment in the Doab of Beit Jalinder, and Rajah Cabully Mul, 

as Subadar of Lahore.

A H. 1176.) The beginning o f the following year, the Sicks aftembling again,

A D. 176a. j drove Rajah Cabully Mul out of Lahore, and Saudet yab Khan,

T  from

Note L  The horfes ufed by the Durrmnics, are of the breed called Turk! ; they are not large, but 

the meft ufcful, ijuict, and bed bottomed horfes, that are .1 believe in the world.— They 

live to a great age, fo that I have feen hot ft a ia the ufe of common troopers, that they have 

declared to be near forty years old.
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A H . 1176.] from the Doab oft Be it Ja Under, eftablifhing themfelves in both 

A D. 1762. j thole places; after which they invaded Mafnair, defeated and 

killed Hinghun Khan, a man o f great courage and ability, who 

had long been a confiderable check to their progrefs h\ that 

quarter.
»

T h ey next attacked SIrhind, and coming to action with Zien 

Khan, the Durranny Foujdar, near Rajah Seray, defeated and 

killed him alfo ; after which they plundered and burnt Sirhind,

L tving a particular enthufiaftick hatred to that place, on account 

o f the murder of Gooroo Gobind’s children, which was perpe­

trated there. By thefe fuccelTes, the whole country from the 

Attock to Kr.rnal, acknowledged the authority of the Sicks.

A H. *177. |  The following year, Nujeib ul Dowla being engaged in a war 

A. D. 1763. J with St rujh Mu/, the Rajah of the Jauts, the Sick chiefs, Kofhial 

Sing, Bugheil Sing, Sahib Sing, Bang Sing, Kurmm Sing, and 

Roy Sing, eroded the Jumna with their forces, and plundered 

the diflridt of Saharunpoor belonging to Nujeib ul D ow la; upon 

which that chief immediately marched to protect his own country,, 

and partly by force, partly by negociation, got the Sicks to re pa Is 

the Jumna.

A l l .  1178. ] The next year $ewar Sing, the foil and fucceflor o f Surujh Mu/„

A D. 1764. J "n orcjer to revenge the death o f his father, who had been killed 

the year before in battle againlf Nujeib ul Dowla, collected to­

gether all his own followers, and being reinforced by thirty 

thoufand Marhattas under Mulhar Row, and twenty-five thou- 

fand Sicks under fcveral different chiefs, laid fiege to the city of 

i Dehiy—
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A H. 1178. * D ehly.— The fiegc laflecl three m onths; iti which time Nujeib ul 

A D. \ 764. J D ow la, having written advice of his fituation to Aimed Shah 

Durranny, and foliated his aid, his Majefly immediately marched 

from Cabul where he then was, and to avoid any interruption 

from the Sicks, he proceeded along the fkirts o f  the mountains, 

and had reached as far as Gurry Kotanah, when a peace was con­

cluded between Nujeib ul Dowla and Jewar Sing, through the 

mediation of Mulhar Row, and the fiege of Dehly was railed.

Nujeib ul Dowla immediately fent intelligence o f this to the 

Duranny Shah, and after exprefling his gratitude for the ready 

affifiance his Majefly had afforded him, he entreated him to return 

from the place which he was then at, leaf! the arrival o f his 

army in the neighbourhood o f Dehly, fhould renew the cala­

mities o f that unhappy city.— The Durranny Shah, according to 

this addrefs, re pa fled the Sutledge, and marched back towards his 

own country by the Lahore road.

In the mean time, the Sick chiefs, determined to revenge the 

defeat they had fuffered at Barnala,— allembled their whole force 

at Amrutfur, to the number of fixty thou'fand horfe and foot; 

and took an oath to exert every effort to cut off the Shah’s army.

Aimed Shah Durranny receiving advice of this, fent a perfon to 

the Sick leaders in quality o f Ambaffador, to negociate a peace 

with them, and prevent that effufion o f blood, which their def- 

perate determination threatened to produce;— but on the arrival 

o f this perfon in the camp o f the Sicks, inflead of lifleningto his 

propofals, they plundered him and his followers, and drove them 

away.—-Aimed Shah Durranny finding all accommodation irnpof- 

flble, marched immediately to give battle to the Sicks; andcom-

T  2 ing
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A H , 1178.I ing to Amrutfur in the evening, encamped clofe to the enemy.

A D, 1764, J Jn the morning the Sicks drew up their army on foot, and imme­

diately proceeded to attack the Durrannies fword in hand; and the 

Durrannies, with equal resolution, received their attack on foot 

alio. T h e  battle was long aud bloody, and the lofs lb great on 

both ikies, that at length both armies drew off to their refpeftive 

camps; the next morning neither party was inclined to renew 

the confllft, and the * Shah refumed his march without any fur­

ther interruption, (m)

Some time after this, Ahmed Shah Durranny died, and was 

fucceeded by bis foil the Prince Tim ur Shah, who has been too 

much employed on the fide of Peril a in keeping pofieffion of the 

provinces ufurped by his father from that empire, to have leifure 

for attempting to reduce the power of the Sicks.— Nor has any 

Potentate yet appeared on the lide of Hindoftan, equal to fueh a 

talk :— fome feeble attempts have been made, which have only 

confirmed the ftrength o f the Sicks Government, as a little water 

thrown on a fire, does but increafe its heat: fo that for twenty 

years paft, they have employed themfelves in completely redu­

cing the whole country from Attock to Karnal, and dividing it 

among their own fed.

Soon

Note M. It » to be furppofed, that in a battle thus difputed, both £des claimed the viSory} the 

Durrannies bring in proof, their having marched on uumolciled; the Sicks, that the Bur* 

ratmy Shah never again returned- to Lahore.

•  G O l X  -  '
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A H . 1178.] Soon after the laffc cxpulfion of the Aumiis o f the Durranny 

A D. 1764J Shah, the Sicks held a general Diet at Amrutfur, in which they 

determined to call in the rupees which were ft nick in the name

of Jcfia KLelal, and to ftrike them for the future in the name o f 

their Goorous, with an infcription to this effed, <c Gooroo Gobmd 

« Sing, received from Nanuck, the Daig, («) the fword and rapid 

“  vidory,”  which coin is current throughout their dominions to

this day.

Tlius has the Divine pleafure notified to Gooroo Gobmd, been 

at length fulfilled; and thus has Providence railed up this fed  in 

confide ration of the piety and charity of Gooroo Nanuck its 

founder, that mankind beholding the reward o f virtue* may learn 

to pradife if.

This has been explained in the Incroduftion,— I have fevetal of theie rupee* in my
Note N ,

poflfci.ion.

THUS

Ite. .
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TH U S fur the Perfian raanufcript extends; to which I beg

leave to add, that the Sicks are the only one o f  the many powers 

who have enriched them fe Ives out of the fpoils of the Mogul 

Empire, which fairly and openly avows its independence.— T h ey 

will not fraffer che name o f his Majefly Shah Alum to appear 

upon their coin j but have fubfti'tuted that o f their Gooroo ; and 

inftead o f the year o f the King’s reign, and of the Hegira, which 

is the eftablifhed date on all the coin throughout the empire, they 

uie the era of Bickerrnajcet, called the Sumbut,

After Ahmed Shah Durranny returned to Kandahar in 1764, 

as has been related, though the Sicks poflefled themft lves o f the 

town and province o f Lahore, and of all the open country o f Mul­

tan, yet the Duranny garrifon of Multan Hill remained in that 

fortrefs till the death of Ahmed Shah Duranny : foon after which, 

the Sicks compelled them to retire, and placed a garrifon o f their 

1779. own there ;— But in the year 1779, Tim ur Shah (the fucceflor to 

Ahmed Shah Duranny) came from Cabul, with a large army, 

and laying ftege to Multan, took it, after defeating the army fent 

by the Sicks to ratio the fiege: when he returned to Cabul, leaving 

a garrifon in Multan, which has remained there ever fince.

Since the complete fettlement o f the Sicks in their prefent 

poffeflions, which was not entirely effected till near the year 1770, 

the chiefs to the weftward o f the Sutledge, who are the moil 

powerful, have not been engaged in any important expedition, till 

17*85. the year 1785, when they invaded the Rajah of Jumboo, and 

compelled him to pay them tribute.

The
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The incurfiong which arc made annually ilfto the territories 

lately belonging to Zabita Khan, are merely effe&ed by a tem­

porary confederacy o f the chiefs between the Sutledge and the 

Jumna.

Thefe incuriions are fometimes carried acrofs the Ganges, ( ° )  

into the Vizier’ s territories, as happened in March 1785; when a 

large body of Sicks paffed over, and remained in that country 

leveral days, plundering to an immenfe amount, and burning and 

deftroying the villages without oppofition; though repeated advice 

had been received beforehand of their defigns. But thefe infults 

may always be prevented, by common attention in the Vizier’s 

adminiflration; and by fending proper detachments to the feverai 

fords of the Ganges during the dry feafon.

In 1785, Mahajee Sclndea (having before feized on the Shah’s 

perfon, and the entire adminiflration of his affairs) entered into an 

alliance with the leaders of the Sicks, between the Sutledge and 

the Jumna, both oftenfive and defenfive; one o f the articles of 

which treaty exprefsly fays as follows;— “  Befides the royal 

“  lands, whatever fhall be acquired by either party (Scindea or 

•< the Sicks) with m utual^nfent, on either fide the Jumna, from 

“  Hindoos or M u flu lm a n s ^ ^  ?^4 |hc:reof lhali belong to the 

*« Khalfiah Gee— ” (the Sick State.jf'|fm »clearly points at the 

Vizier’ s country. %

A s

Note O . From the middle of March till June, the Ganges is fordable in fcvcral places between 

the falls at Hurdwar, and the town of Ferockabadt



[ 3° 1
As foon as this treaty was framed, I obtained a copy o f it, 

w hidi X trantnutted to Mr. Macpherfoo, than asking as Governor 

General, April the 9th.— W hat ufe he made of the information, I 

cannot te ll: but finely a confederacy of two fuch formidable 

powers as the Sicks and MarhattaS, clofe to the Vizier’s frontier, 

muft afford matter for very ierious apprehenfion, to every pei-un 

who is anxious for the fatety of the Company’s poffeffions in In­

dia; which are fo intimately connetfed with thofe of the Vizier, 

that profperity or calamity rntift be in common to them both.

Id this point of view, I beg leave to conclude this fketch, with 

my earneil: recommendation of that circumfhncc to the attention 

o f the Company’ s adminiftration:— for even admitting all that 

the advocates for Scindea can fay of his fincerity, he is but m ort;!; 

and with him w ill expire all that fecurity which has been iup- 

pofe d toa rife from his perfonal character.
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