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Preface

It has been noticed that many macro studies on Freedom
Movement have focussed attention to the All India
Movement and the micro studies dealing with the
movement in particular regions have not received that
attention. The result is, that there is still no adequate
knowledge of how the movement was carried on in various
regions. The case of Vindhya Pradesh has become even
more difficult, as the State, in its original form, is not in
existence now. Before it was too late, it had become very
necessary to go deep into the research, utilise all available
sources and bring out a complete picture of the movement.

The present work, besides its theme of research, covers
the History of Freedom Movement in Vindhya Pradesh
and the contributions made towards the movement by all
the thirty five Princely States constituting Vindhya
P'radesh, which later on merged in Madhya Pradesh.

This work intended to give a clear picture of the
movement in the region, will definitely meet a long
standing urge of the people of this area.

The study is divided into nine chapters. Chapter-I gives
a general account of Vindhya Pradesh and its constituent
units. Chapter-Il and Il deal with the First War of
Independence in the States of Baghelkhand and
Bundelkhand and also Uprisings prior to the revolt of 1857.
Chapter-1V discusses how the political awakening came in
the region. Chapter-V to VII deal with wvarious
Organisations and the freedom movement in the area
during Gandhian era. The last Chapter brings out the
Conclusions.
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| § T events have been made maore explanatory with the
Wpport of relevant photographs and valuable appendi
attached to the Jast part of the book. i -

i)u; altention was paid by me for proof reading and the
r:mtd‘ ©8 were checked by the Publisher also. St for
vrrors, it any, the readers are requested to bear with s

A.U. Sidaiqui

Investigator’s Note

| am deeply indebted to the University Grants
Commission, New Delhi, for having approved a Research
Project proposed by me and for the financial aid provided
to me for the work. Prof. K.P. Singh, ex-Member U.G.C,
was pood enough. to extend a helping hand to me
whenever I was in need of it. | express my sincere gratitude
to Prof. A.H. Nizami, Retired Principal, for his unhesitant
puidance and cooperation. | am grateful to the Principal
Govt. College, Santa, for allowing me to carry on the
research at the Research Centre of his college.

The heads of various institutions and libraries who
extended their cooperation to me from time to time deserve
due thanks.

Apart from the traditional sources such as books,
newspapers, institutional papers and private papers efc. |
have tried to benefit immensely from the experiences of a
good number of intellectuals and freedom fighters and to
derive original material from them during the course of
interviews. I am highly thankful to all of them.

[ have tried to explore the new material and to find out
the facts which did not come to light earlier. It has been
investigated as to how the movement against feudal
dominance started in the region and how it influenced and
was influenced by the Freedom Movement of India. Thus,
the objectives aimed at and eremarked as a matter of
research have been fulfilled. Still I can not claim that it is a
complete work. In all humility, I can simply submit that I
did the best [ could.

During the period of Vindhya Pradesh the Historical
Records Committee of Vindhya Pradesh, formed in 1953,
collected necessary material and started doing some
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the Praja Mandals formed in various princely states
pose I. a challenge to the despotic system in thnsg -:-tatf;
Fhe Congress movement in British India helped th;:m 5
lfurnmhtin_g their policies and programmes and they ;2
urn, p f B s
mm{ri }:mxded strength to the freedom movement of the

};reec!nm Movement in India has so far been studied
mainly in the national context. The contribution of ;rarinfs
regions has not received adequate attention from thI~
scholars. Complex situations in which the participants {I-"
movement worked and the strategy they adnpfe% ne;:f
thamug!'& investigation. The proposed study. an h;umbf
attempt, is intended to bring out important 'EX lorati >
and valuable informations. =
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CHAPTER ONE

Vindhya Pradesh and
It's Constituent Units

| iring the British regime, the states of Baghelkhand and
Hundelkhand were a part of Central India Agency. As a
(esult of the integration of states and with democratisation

o an end in view, Vindhya Pradesh was formed as a new
unit in the map of India on the 12th March, 1948, when the
wilers of Baghelkhand and Bundelkhand signed the
fovenant.

\ definite yearly amount called Privy Purse was laid
Jown for the personal expenditure of the rulers of the
Lovenanting states. On behalf of the States Ministry, Shri
V1", Menon, Secretary of States Ministry signed the
covenant, “It was inaugurated by Shri N.V. Gadgil, the
then Union Minister for Works, Mines and Power, on
Lehalf of Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, Minister for States on
the 4th April, 1948 at Rewa. His Highness Maharaja
Martand Singh of Rewa was sworn in as Rajpramukh’”.
| lis Highness Maharaja Yadvendra Singh of Panna took
over as Up-Rajpramukh.

"The new union was named Vindhya Pradesh on the
uggestion of majority of the rulers. The view was
endorsed by Praja Mandal leaders also”.” It was in the
fitness of things that the Pradesh was named after’
Vindhyachal mountain, since its ranges are spreading in
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U whole area. The Pradesh covered an area of 24,600 sq.
wiles, with a population of 35,69,455 and an annual
vene of about Rs. 25 millions. It comprised of thirty five
Uales of two distinet territorial divisions namely
Waphielkhand and Bundelkhand situated in Central India.
Much difficulty was faced in uniting the two groups Le.,
Waphelkhand and Bundelkhand because of the traditional
onlility which existed between them.

( nnstituent States of Vindhya Pradesh

[ states which formed the union of Vindhya Pradesh
wore as follows:
|, Ajaigarh, 2. Baoni, 3. Baraundha, 4. Bijawar, 5.
{ hhatarpur, 6. Cha rkhari, 7. Datia, 8. Maihar, 9. Nagod, 10.
{irchha, 11. Panna, 12. Rewa, 13. Samthar, 14. Alipura, 15.
Wanka-Pahari, 16. Beri, 17. Bhaisaundha, 18. Bihat, 19. Bijna,
(). Dhurwai, 21. Garrauli, 22, Gaurihar, 23. Jaso, 24. Jigni,
. Kamta-Rajaula, 26. Khaniadhana, 27. Kothi, 28. Lugasi,
. Naigawan-Rebai, 30. Pahara, 31. Paldeo, 32. Sarila, 33.

CONSTITUENT STATES OF VINDHYA PRADESH

‘o s
Q 3
- =] e -
£< & s Hohawal, 34. Taron, 35. Tori-Fatepur.
%o Y Efy 5€ < Ihe states noted above from serial No. one to thirteen
= = o v s
” ga gg c85 8 £8c were Salute states. The remaining were Non-Salute states.
g@ oF e 2@QLILS Necessary information regarding these states is given
AeAN wdqbd-d e
= 0 oo batlow:
= =
2 = Name of Name of the Arenof  Population  Salutes
. a a - B the State Ruler with Title State of the
EEL m 3 J s by
ﬁgfnﬁi E :.:ﬁ g =z -E}:% in sij. miles Ruler
- =i
i1 b ot mﬁ“?‘?%“ggf ' 2 < ; ? >
L™ "= ™ ON ™
0 = £ | Ajaigarh His Highness 771 96,596 11
E & a Maharaja Sawai,
s I 2E Punya Pratap Singh,
e T - £E ?}. Bahadur Maharaja of
wel 22 3p3F 8z & Ajaigarh
EeESSE Sz-ﬁguEﬂ_r_uu_ B
SS5A55 aEEERERET ! Baoni H.H. Nawab of 122 25256 11
%"""ﬂ‘-'-:':i eI Baoni, Nawab
@ °F ZICRRgdqs Hohd. Mushtaq
@ i, Baraundha H.H. Raja Ram 218 17306 9
Pratap Singh, Raja

of Baraundha
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1 2 3 q ]

b

1,20,990

4. Bijawar H.H. Sawai 973

Govind Singh
Bahadur, Maharaja
of Bijawar

5. Chhatarpur H.H. Maharaja 1,118

Bhawani Singh
Bahadur Maharaja
of Chhatarpur

H.H. Maharaja 745
Dhiraj Sipahdarul

Mulk Jayendra Singh

Ju Dea, Maharaja of
Charkhari

Lt. Col. HH. Mahﬂf‘ﬂjﬂ a11
Lokendra Sir Govind

Singh Bahadur
GCIE.KCSL

Maharaja of Datia

H.H. Sir Brij Nath 407
Singh, K.C.LE.
Raja of Maihar

H.H, Raja Mahendea 501
Singh, Raja of Nagod
H.H. Saramadi

Raja High
Bundelkhand Sawai
Mahendra Maharaja
Sir Veer Singh Deo
Bahadur, K.C.5.1,
Maharaja of Orchha

Lt. Col. His | lighness
Maharaja Mahendra
Sir Yadvendra Singh
Bahadur, K.C51,
K.C.LE., Maharaja
of Panna

1.84,720

6. Charkhari 1,273,504

7. Datia 174,072

B. Maihar 79,558

9. Nagod 87,911

10. Orchha 2,080 363405

11. Panna 259 231,170

12. Rewa H.H. Maharaja Dhiraj 13,000 18,20,445
Martand Singh

Bahadur

Maharaja of Rewa

H.H. Maharaja 178
Radhacharan Singh

Deo Bahadur

Raja of Samthar

13. Samthar 38,279

11

11

1
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.'Il RIER N

3 5
| = »
i, Alipura Raja Raghuraj Singh, 73 1773
| Raoof Alipura
d 1,241
fanka-Pahari  Diwan ]ag_at Pratap 4 2
& Singh, Jagirdar of
Banka-Pahari -
i, Ber Rao Yadvendra Singh 32 5,062
. Rao of Beri L
{7 fhasaundha Chaube Lalit Kishore - IR
fagirdar of
Bhaisaundha -
f. Bihat Rao Veerendra Singh 16 4.
b Judeo, Rao of Bihat 2
9. Bijna Diwan Himmat Singh 27 1,7
I : Jagirdar of Bijna -
i), Dhurwai Keshavendra Singh 18 242
I Jagirdar of Dhurwai Su
1. Garrauli Capt. Diwan Bahadur 37 5827
b Raghuraj Singh,
Jagirdar of Garrauli "
i 10,4
2 i agirdar Pratap Singh, . X
22, Gaurihar %agilrdar G i
1. Jas Diwan Anand Pratap 72 8727
e 1 Singh, Jagirdar of Jaso .
4. Jigni Rao Bhupendra Vijai 22 4.74¢
i Singh, Rao of Jigni i
5, Kamta- Rao Rajivnandan Pd. 13 A
e Rajaula Rao of Kamta-Rajaula i
26, Khania- Raja Devendra o 20
" dhana Pratap Singh,
. Raja of Khanidhana Ao
27. Kothi Raja Bahadur 169 24,
. Kaushalendra Pratap
Bahadur Singh,
Raja of Kothi -
28. Lugasi Diwan Bhupat Singh, 47 775!
- “ Jagirdar of Lugasi ] =2
79, MNaigawan- Kunwar Ratan Singh, 12 i
I REI:I:E'I Jagirdar of Naigawan-
Rebai : .
30, Pahara Chaube Laxmi Prasad, 27 062

Jagirdar of Pahara

]

Mon-
Salute
States
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1 2

3 4 5

: fy
31. Paldeg Ch i
: -haube Shiva Pras
(Mayvagaon) Jagirdar of I’;ald:zwdl o " S-rr:;]l'nn‘
ute
32 i i e
Sarila ]'-_’._J]a Mahipal Singh 33 7.250 L“E:E
) CSL1, Raja of Saris i -
- Sohawal Raja Jagendra 257 50
Bahadur Singh, i
" Raja Sohawal
3. Taron Chaube Ganga Pd. 26 3
i Jagirdar of Taron i
3 F;:.: Dil.*_.ran Raghuraj Singh, 36 6,269
pur Jagirdar of Torj- i
Fatepur

In the beginning the two sep
bfl”][f‘“j' were formed for B
Divisions respectively.

arate nﬁnistri053 mention
3 ed
aghelkhand and Bundelkhand

Baghelkhand

1. Captain Awadhesh Pratap Si

Prime Minister thoee dore ngh (Chief Minister) called

2. Shri Shambhu Nath Shukla

Bundelkhand

1. Shri B‘iamta Prasad Saxena
Ram Ea_jpai (Home Minister),
(Education Minister, and 4
(Revenue Minister). :

"
&

therefore, soo :
» 500N a composite minis
was set up. It was as follows: try for the whole Pradesh

th]-i- E:ptain Awadhesh Pratap Singh (Chief Minister), 2
<y :j mta Prasad Saxena (Dy. Chief Minister) BETL :
rmada Prasad Singh (Revenue Min G Giton

N 1 ( ister), 4. Raja Shiv
hadur Singh (Industries Minister), 5. Shri Ch;?uf&?u?

(Chief Minister), 2, Shri Lala
3. Sh{-f Gopal Sharan Singh
Shri Ram Sahai Tiwari
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Patlak (Finance Minister), 6. Shri Gopal Sharan Singh (Law
Minister), and 7. Shri Satya Deo (P.W.D. Minister).

Ihis ministry too, did not function well. The ministers
made allegations against each other, therefore, they were
\vised by Sardar Patel to resign. They did so on the 14th
\pril, 1949. Thus, the ministry did not last even for one
vear. By an order of the Government of India Shri N.B.
Honerii, 1.C.S. Regional Commissioner took over from Chief
Minister on the 15th April.

IHe was succeeded by Shri S.N. Mehta, L.CS.

In September, 1949, Shri N.M. Buch, LCS., was deputed to
investigate and to report on the situation of Vindhya Pradesh.
() the basis of his report, Sardar Patel was convinced that
Vindhya Pradesh could not exist as a separate unit, especially
on financial grounds. He was in favour of its dissolution and
ihe distribution of its territory between the United Provinces
and Central Provinces, which was possible only after the
rulers had agreed to it. Shri V.P. Menon was entrusted with
the task. After much persuation and tact he was able to get
the signatures of the rulers in the agreement whereby they
ceded to the Government of India full and exclusive
authority, jurisdiction and powers for, and in relation to the
povernance of the States.

When the plan for the disintegration of Vindhya Pradesh
lecame known, the Vindhya Pradesh Congress Committee
passed a resolution against the proposal. Moreover, the
I’remiers of the United Provinces and the Central Provinces
could not arrive at an agreement regarding the distribution
of Vindhya Pradesh. ‘The Government of India had no
alternative but to take over Vindhya Pradesh as a centrally
administered area. This was done on 1st January, 1950°." It
was placed under a Chief Commissioner. ““Ten States viz.,
Bihat, Banka-Pahari, Baoni, Beri, Bijna, Charkhari, Jigni,
Samthar, Sarila and Tori Fatepur were transferred to Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Bharat on January 25, 1950”2 Since
then Vindhya Pradesh comprised of 25 states only.
Territorial adjustments, with U.P. and Madhya Bharat were
made as per decisions of the Govt.
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| romained a Part ‘C’ State till its merger with the new
Madhva Pradesh on the 1st November, 1956, as a result of
il reorganization of Indian States. It was placed under a
{ ieulinent Governor instead of a Chief Commissioner,
under the Government of part ‘C’ States Act of 1951. A
yixty member Legislative Assembly was elected for five
vears and Ministry responsible to it was formed on 12.2.52.
Ihis opened a new chapter in the History of Vindhya

Singrali

I'radesh.
A description of Vindhya Pradesh regarding  its

Jituation, size and general information efc., is given below:

Teonthar

Situation and Size
Vindhya Pradesh lay between 20°30 and 26°15 North
| atitude and 78°15 and 82°50 East Longitude. It touched
the boundries of Uttar Pradesh on the North, East and
West of Madhya Pradesh on the South and of Madhya
Bharat on the West. ‘Of all the ten Part ‘C’ States it was the
largest in area and the highest in population, as is evident

from the table given below™

&
andhow garh«q |

——
—_—
—_—

Arenin  Popdation

Administrative Divisions
two administrative

VINDHY,
A PRADESH — DISTRICTS + TAHSILS

Vindhya Pradesh was divided into
divisions—Baghelkhand and Bundelkhand. Baghelkhand

Division was further sub-divided into four districts,

5 Wo.  Name of the State
>“ sq. miles
Ir >_ 1. Ajmer 24325 6,92,506
>‘ ( ﬂ’: 7, Andaman Nicobar Islands 3,143 39,963
/0 < 3. Bhapal 6921  §38,107
qZ 4. Coorg 1,503 12,29,255
a]j] 0 5. Delhi 574 1743992
. Z Z 6. Himachal Pradesh 10,600  9,89473
& _'_} 2 7. Kutch 9,000 5,67,852
& 0 8  Manipur 8,620 5,79,058
3 O} 0 9. Tripura 4049 649,930
10. Vindhya Pradesh 24600  3574,690
sl
)
<
=

DISTRICT BO

STATE B
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namely—Rewa, Satna, Sidhi
- a, idhi and Shahdol i
Bu;c]i!elkhand Dfu'xsjcm into Datia, Tikamgarh Chhat;v e
:mh " anna districts. A Statistical data shuwir:g mlmb;’PU;
ahsils, towns and villages in each district is given befm«.-'r- i

5. No. Disiricts Tahails

Tains ;

I, Datia : - Villages
2 Tikﬂmgarh 3 ; ‘IH?
3. Chhatarpur 4 a 983
4. Panna 3 lrz{}g
2. Rewa 4 12 ;,DE‘}
= E.Hlnﬂ -l _]4 .-]29
7. Sidhi 3 2,785
8. Shahdol 4 ]: 1,915
2,150

General Description

Efn cag;t;! of the Pradesh was Rewa. [t was 32 miles awa
b a!, a Central Railway Station on the mairj:
o 35};5 ;—11 <}:::ta line. The Tﬂtal population of the Pradesh
oy l;a;;h_a s out of which 18.33 lakhs were men and
Ho 1:11 I*Evere women. Scheduled Caste numbered
B,a .:g;ward Ci’ e Scheduled Tribes 4,18282 and other
. fisses 2,26,779 respectively. The percentage of
ma'g;—f}r n; ! I: Pradesh was .8‘2 only and the overwhelmin
ﬂtti;t ud? nft It;:] E:;}pé? wﬂiz 1Hittlv:~rate, Besides the indifferent
rulers, imi i i
res:urces were also responsible for Ihtil;Este:;? -:t:feifa?rnsammf
P Er;?:i:;in;hipff:tﬂfehnf& E}fucation in the Pradesh was
igr
e;cpenditure was br:nrneh by E::?Eia:gi ﬂ;:p?rfm:et WSI;'::: .
zd tszﬂttil:;a _!Fu;:;;t;fn of Vindhya Pradesh the Plan fﬂl:
sion was taken in han

an era of reforms and expansion in the ﬁelj.n?eﬁc::i};md

ThE ]angu,:]ge of the P
\ ; radesh IR s
dialectics—Bagheli and Bun deli,ﬁ was Hindi, with its

Zeonomic and Social Condition

The newly formed Pradesh w. from
1 : as backward i
pomnt of view. Majority of the people depzzzlﬂ ntl:;;f

Wikt a PRADESH AND IT'S CONSTITUENT LINITS
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wriculture, It is a well-known fact that agriculture in

almost all over India is a gamble in rain. It can easily be
concluded  that the source of income based upon

yriculture is always uncertain. This sort of uncertainty
prevailed here, too. At the same time it lacked the
upplementary occupation and alternative means of
livelihood. Except for a well-to-do minority and the
Zamindar class, which was found in every constituent
Slate, the standard of living of the general masses was
poor. They were ill fed, ill clad and ill bred. The system of
bonded labour was also prevalent due to Jagirdari system.
Agricultural labour had no land of its own and led the life
ol poverty.

The people suffered from innumerable social evils. They
were steeped down in ignorance, superstitions, religious
fanaticism and sectional bigotry. Other evils like early
marriage, unplanned families and extravagent expenditure
at the time of birth or death could also be marked. Thus,
the majority of the people inhabiting the State reflected a
society—economically poor, backward and in the grip of

many social evils.

Palitical Condition

In each constituent state of Vindhya Pradesh the ruler’s
authority was absolute and the political structure was
hereditary despotism. The people were the ‘ruled” and had
no will and voice of their own in the administration of the
state. Although they did not lead an active life politically,
yet there were persons, who were constantly in touch with
what was happening in the British Indian Provinces. The
movement of the Congress Party had its impact upon the
Princely States and the signs of political awakening began
to appear there too.

Before 1927 the policy of Congress Party was that of
non-interference in the affairs of the Princely States, since it
had to consolidate its strength in the British India, but in
1928, in its Calcutta Session, it passed a resolution assuring
the people of Indian States of its sympathy with and
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support to their légitmate struggle for the attainment of full
responsible Government in states. As an effect of the above
resolution, branches of All India Congress Party were
opened in many states of India.

Of all the states of V indhya Pradesh, Rewa was the first
to open a branch. In Bundelkhand, Orchha (Tikamgarh)
was one, where much political awakening was marked.
The people came forward in many states to take part in the
movements initiated by the Congress, side by side with the
neighbouring British Indian Provinces. T he repressive
measures adopted by the state authorities could not check
their activities. Their efforts bore fruits and reforms were
introduced in Rewa and Tikamgarh. Agitations went on, in
almost all the states pressing the demand for Responsible
Gov't. Maharaja Gulab Singh of Rewa was the first among
the rulers to announce Responsible Government in the
state in 1945 and the Maharaja of Tikamgarh made an
announcement to that effect in April, 1947, Thus, we sce
that the absolutist order was shaking and the stage was set
for the new political scene to appear.
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L MAPTER TWO

I'irst War of Independence and
Bundelkliand States

Il is a well known fact that the struggle for :t_h:-: ’rr::t*r.r‘lum n:_
our  country  commenced wit].'| tho_ First 'I."'u:lr ”?-.
Independence in 1857 and culminated in !H‘H.w}.; H:
overthrow of British domination. Lacs of people 0 il_'l..l1 a
acrificed their lives for the noble cause and t!wg}:%; "F'{C‘L‘::
residing in the Princely E-jrtnim-; of Vindhya 1—:1:14]!._:'; dLId
inspired by the feelings of loyalty to the _.-‘vlut_ur.-ﬂ d, o
not hesitate in making notable contributions to the
ee vement of the country. . .
I I"I-L]f;‘:;‘:—l\?: r-;bulliun usually knm?'n as the Imit:;n .ﬂdurt”:]
which occurred in 1857, gave rise tn_ a gooc . Td o
controversy over the real chamclc_rlur thls_ outbrea l:‘, tw r.::.
Mutiny in the views of many Eifit];h writers eg. .tIr {;3'1:1
Seeley, Sir John Lawrens, V.A. Smith and n'}(}[]{‘l‘ll‘l n.. uﬂq
Historian like Dr. R.C. Majumdar but the In‘dmn Historia i.l
and writers, in general, do not agree to it. Of cm{r;sf Ly
began as a soldier’s rebellion but a 5uff:c_1enttm|!:1 .H:r i
citizens gave full support and CLH'I!PEljﬂi'I.{Jr‘I f}-lli - []—I{L-
actually took part in it. We, the Indians, tugﬁy rf 4
‘First War of Independence’. It was V.D. ‘:s.a:far ;’_trI, T.;. ¢
used these words first, when he wrote thr-_.t W J! :Tln ndia
Independence but his book was promptly banned.




14 INDIAN FREEDOM Moveue

“In May, 1857, The Indian Army at Meerut mutinied,
The revolt had been secretly and well organised but a
premature outburst rather upset the plans of the leaders. I
was much more than a military mutiny and it spread
repidly and assumed the character of a popular rebellion
and a war of Indjan Independence. ... Both Hindus and
Moslems took full part in the Revalt”.! wrote PES
Jawaharlal Nehru in the Discovery of India.

The British Prime Minister, Disraeli, himself did nol’:

agree that it was a Mutiny. While speaking in the House of

Commons on the 27th July, 1875, he had declared, “The
Muveant was a National Revolt and not a M ilitary
Mutiny.*

Admittedly the opening chapter of the Freedom
Movement of India is the rebellion of 1857.

When the wave of Great Revolt of 1857 swept the
country, Vindhya region also could not remain unaffected
with its current.

Awakening in the people was clearly marked in a few
rincely States, which, as a result of the formation of
Vindhya Pradesh in 1948, became part of it. These Princely
States mostly loyal to the British Government gave birth to
a handful of persons who were deadly opposed to foreign
rule in Indian Soil. Besides local causes, they drew
inspiration, in matters of uprising from British India and
neighbouring areas which surrounded these petty Princely
States. It is in the fitness of things to study the details under
two heads—Bundelkhand and Ba ghelkhand.

IJ

Revolt in Bundelkhand

Bundelkhand is a big territory spread over in U.P. and
Madhya Pradesh. The Princely States of Bundelkhand
integrated into Vindhya Pradesh are only a part of
Bundelkhand region. The people inhabiting that region,
related as they are, have certain affinities—cultural and
lingual. So far the position of the rulers of that area in
relation to British East India Company was concerned, it
was not of superiority. At the conclusion of the Treaty of

2 -1 K TATES
Piss T WaR OF INDEPENDENCE AND BUNDELKHAND 5

15

) . _1
(31st December, 1802), between 1I?e Bri t!5he]{; ﬂ::;i—;
1':'. IIL|1'|”I[.wL1 the Peshwa's possessions in Bxlx';dtur ;fmw
LLET! ChRNWE, i o i vod terr
¥ le. Thus, they acqu \
woere placed under 'rhi,l_r ri they T o
In Il'iulndvlkhand yielding Rs. 3'-?'*.-“1{]“{-;'; }[;-;r]'reat}r, i
tual control of the places acquired unde e
i sl Government deputed its officers in Bunde s
I:;Ilhl:uli‘tical Agent for Bundelkhand was appoin
1
@ Hl.'l the Treaty of Bassein the British presﬁe_d: thfrl’u]l&:;
[ :\Hl:;delkhand States to conclude ?Eghirﬁq ;:?q o
LI'| iendship and Security with them aln :
.maller units to receive the sanads from t mn; —
| ['hus, the British, by their tactful approac 2 iy
| Hi;ii'l their domination in Bundelkhand region by
pslablis

Lprisings in Bundelkhand Prior to the Revolt of 1857

» § i t
| Ipprisings prior to the revolt of 185?r took place in i’::m::@
nlrrts u;EI"' India from time to tme. Thleset t }1:- i
l-ll sressions of inner feelings of Indians agains e
I>t. Tara Chand, in his History of the Freedom Mc et
H;'I.-I ilriz writeaf “The prospect before the llnd:ZE i
tclen | i + he was relega £
own home A
'm‘tt'riij dr?fig:; |"hJE He strove hard to l:.nn_za?c fhercis;:;;
IITE?IE{)?J??:I hir-n and the revolts and r?l’l.l;};“!ba?iun”‘
; ; ing for liber :
are a proof of the yearning
|1U§$§d Y!.je;;issings Fuccurm:l in different States of
too. , ) :
Hu;[(i?'ul;:hfu];edrﬁ of Bundelkhand w];n tief:ewcd :E;qii??}ii
‘ 2 ted to safeguard their own .
ffrm i:;: aTszuc]:?z?s Enr rulers, who, instead of accelahnr:f ;l*;
‘ em e.g.
1:?111 rdship of the British, gave a tough ﬁghl.: :ﬂ? hem o8
“Laxr Dawwa of Ajaigarh, Raja Ram of Gauril r,dt{;n 5
Iialefarl;ebai Laxman Singh of Nai:gawan-Rebal em.hi pa
Si:gh of Garrauli. Of them, Gopal Singh ranks very hig

Diwan Bahadur Gopal Singh of Garrauli

i u f Kotra during the
ingh had seized the pargana of Kc . thie
iiﬂ:!::r:}?hﬁ!i Bahadur therefore his prestige and powers
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were very much enhanced. A dis
1 3 X ; i . . ute i i
::Eardm5 inheritance between him arF':d] Ra;: lﬂsak%‘:}tl%‘?n (;f
), ohma_u backed by the British power, therefore Gﬂg f
Eg mgd ; g;nsa.-d _seripus threat to the British r:u le i
a;IJ |L ie‘] anlcl. For -1 years he scared the country, i';'ludirtr'I
ol %}lfalj-;:ﬂl'-['a;d r;}_llitary precautions of British forces E
iish othcers like Colonel Marti ol
ge:!ym, Captain Wilson, Major DeIamam,arMh:j{:flkric}Mﬂ]m:
mc ;:m;f B::uwn, M:ajar Leslie, Captain Watson and G:E:;
G:: a]t 5(‘3 ﬁi]d against hrim. But the marauding attack of
pal Singh and his levies carried out intermittently tri
out th,-? resources of British power” - e
tht:ﬂ;;!-:-::s;:-: j;:fiknﬂwiedgud in his book that “Gopal Singh
= ag i fc sk 1 1
ey girdar, was a skilful, warlike and experienced
In 1812, induced by the Raja of
B9, by aja of Panna, he submi
It:'l‘u: B.r!tu-h }:ui-. condition of receiving a full p;l:d?r:t;i:jd t:
rovision of land. The Raja of Panna, wh
g 4 x o ¥ om G i
hfud befriended in distress, gave him eithteen ﬂF:iaI‘S‘mgh
et additional
Even after this “The British
: s “Tk sh plotted to kill him in 1
Dzl'n the eve _of _ﬂ'ue arrival of Governor General to ]aii;.?ufsfllj :
ru tz:d were invited to attend the function. The invitation ’w :
Ce;mmfdm ::]'u.?jpajf_ fﬂu;gh also but on the way the army in ﬂ"ﬁas
of Mr. Charles was secretly deputed 1
St it ¥ deputed to assault him.
Op: oh, > . could know of it, went wi
soldiers. The British army was o
id : : y was badly defeated and
{H}nhsh s?oldlc{s, WFIh arms and ammunitions, were bm:,151.':’111‘3::}Ir
a.;-:haul: an::! imprisoned in the fort”.” i
" jp\';x;t:;ﬁ rolc; of the British after creating confidence
1 G and entering into fri ions wi
him is to be noted particuiar]ﬁ. el

Raja Parichhat of Jaitpur

‘Parichhat in the linea ]

1 age of Maharaja Chhatrasal, b
ii;gzmier of Jaitpur (a small }a@ir of Panna State) ir': Lheemrr_:;f
Bundaltk:_}: age of 24 years’.” ‘His name is nntewnrfh}:; in

elkhand in the preliminary stage of National
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Movement'? With the initiative of Parichhat, a conference
held at Benaras in 1836 on the eve of the festival ‘Burhiwa
Mangal’ and attended by many rulers of Bundelkhand,
ndicates that the feeling of hatred against British East
Inidia Company prevailed in the region. The rulers took an
pith that they would not accept the sovereignty of the
British.

For about three years, after this conference, ’arichhat
was busy, making preparations for the revolt against the
Writish, Military exercises were made in the day, while
singing and dancing went on at night. The folk-singers
moved from village to village to awaken the people against
the British.

As soon as the British learnt of the military preparedness
in Jaitpur, a British military cantonment headed by
| ongman was established at Kaitha, a village near Jaitpur
in the bank of river Varma on Raath-Jaitpur road,

In order to terrorise Parichhat, the British Army, in the
command of Major Sleeman, raided the village Panwa ri in
1839, Parichhat made a counter-attack in 1841 and badly
defeated the British Army.

Sleeman did not sit idle. He met the Diwan of the state,
in disguise, and promised to give a Jagir to him. He also
met the gunner and presented a golden chain to him. Thus,
he could know the secrets of the state.

On the other hand Parichhat, in disguise, went to
Charkhari for help but he guessed that Ratan Singh, the
ruler of Charkhari, was trying to deceive him. Making use
of his absence in the state, the British attacked Jaitpur when
his Queen Rani Rajo decided to go out of the fort with a
few soldiers. At Jhomar the Rani and her father gave a
tough fight to the British soldiers, who fled away to save
their lives.

Sleeman created rift among the rulers by making false
promises of rewards and also by creating fear in them.
Parichhat was left solitary in the field, still he faced the
British at many places. It was only the jagirdar of Garruali
who gave some help to him. In his last days he had to
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move here and there in the jungle but he and his Rani laff
permanent impression in the H istory of Bundelkhand

relating to uprising against the British, prior to the revolt of
1857.

Bundela Rising in Sagar-Narmada Region in 1842

The owners of land in Sagar-Narmada tetritories were

petty chiefs. Thakurs and Zamindars, who enjoyed much
freedom under the Peshwas but after the transfer of these
territories to the British they had to face humiliation and
military  high-handedness, Two influential  Bundela
Thakurs in the north Sagar, Jawahar Singh Bundela of
Chandrapur and Madhukar Shah of Narhut rose in open
rebellion against the Government. The uprising was most
successful in Narsinghpur district, Severa) landlords joined
the rebels, either openly or covertly.

“The spirit of revolt spread rapidly. With Nﬂrﬁinyarhpur
and Sagar up in arms, the next to rise was Jabalpur’.'? “The
leading spirit of Jabalpur revolt was Raja Hirde Shah of
Heerapur who had been in correspondence for some time
with the other Thakurs, sounding them about a joint rising
against the British’,

The followers of Raja Hirde Shah led by Gajraj Singh
attacked the police post of Gujpura. The capture of
Tendukhera, a village of strategic  importance  in
Hoshangabad district. by the Thakur of Madanpur, was even
more encouraging. Till the end of 1842 the fighting between
the insurgent chieftains and the British forces went on at a
number of places and the peaple of the area gave su pport to
Bundela insurgents, but the British were successful in
creating rift among the nsurgents by announcing that they
would punish the ring-leaders only. “With the help of the
Raja of Shahgarh they had been able to capture Raja Hirde
Shah of Heerapur and his whole family on the 22nd
December 1842. The capture of Hirde Shah and his party
was a major set-back for the insurgents”.!?

Bundela rising in Sagar-Narmada Territory  was
practically suppressed by April 1843, It failed because there
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ing i MNC use the
win no leader of dominating influence and '?}ecii L
' " L] - ; h ;
I-Iu flains acted independently and o wi 1lnm e
| : i 5 55 d il5
l” lanning, even then it was no less 1m!'m:] [;E e
L) [ : .
I. lln-.l i1 anti-British atmosphere not nn]}}- ‘ir" 'u:hp —E—e-ﬂq
Bt i elk 1 including areas
arts of Bundelkhand inc . .
bl also in other pe i
furming Vindhya Pradesh later on, thus, acting

bster Lo the national sentiments.

I he Great Explosion wE
{he British came to India for trade, but theg Erz i:lath};
e - i lk . 8T, :
ik railing in the country,
wploiled conditions prevai ‘ Hehes -
:ldlm;:;q't] water, adopted expansion and r;ErrLlsilgnTh{.
istruments and finally became the rulers of this la hqld ~
y le resisted the oppression and the rulerst ‘]ndi*]
f:.: ||nmtur‘ regional revolts. _H}f 1856: H:E-;Ugimﬁnem
{ nmpany grabbed the whole of the far-flung s e
I | lllnu-Mugh'I] emperor was reduced to a po t
die 5l
sire-head. _ » 7 ‘oo
Illl;ﬁl::i this is not all, The other side of ”:iL picture lfi a!:}em
be looked at. ‘Almost all sections of the peop En(}mir_‘

"I 1”. ' 1 & & .

I'.-:-lhing in anger at political humiliations andﬂecu}ndian

-! iress. The discontent spread and affected the

LHIBATCSES, b : -

ivi tion'.
spovs no less than the civil popula . _

d I"uIIP: ;;; Emde a young soldier t'-elnngmg;n ffihm E\J;t;;.z
i tioned at B s, fired the first shot ¢
fantry, stationed at Banackporﬁ, . i

nlnn-n':t E}iebellinn leading to the widespread z_nrr;;},r :::rle;}eill:me

'w.ll L:.\p,a] Pande and his ca[leaﬂgur_- |5Wﬂr‘i anread =

I |.r|p|c'd but the news of Pande’s bold Iiu:hcm sp e
ild fi ising at Barrackpore on

wild fire. After the uprising 2 Ly

5 Meerut rebelled o

March, 1857, the troops at :

'“-.ll It:: 1‘185? shot their officers and marched _m %‘I!1iq;?

| ‘r '[Hr:le éahﬂdur Shah to assume the leadership. This was
'S : :

|11 llowed by mutiny of sepoys in many rFDrEsStﬁ;Ef[ndia -

Ihe epicentre of the quake of revolt in Central .
in Jhansi, a Maratha state in BUHI%C]H‘iE;nd 1-:a§11:.-ﬁ£\lr o
laxmi Bai of Jhansi was looking or_v:raI: Vgl
uiﬁmrmnit}f to take revenge on the Britis

unworth y treatmen t.




21
P NDELKHAND STATES
= INCiAN FREEDOM MovEME Puilt Wal GF INDEPENDENGE AND BU

Sunifested  during the revolt by destruction of the
LLL AL

“Being a childless widow, the oDk R } y dest
I. d J - S Dethousi il ik rec in almost every district.
Lakshmi Bai, had adopted a son. Dalhousi, the Livornment records \

expansion-crazy Gove : % 1 ; -
pé azy Governor General refused to recognize the' \ [salfection of the Sepoys

adopted son as the successor to the throne of Jhansi”." [ 2 1 ] &t
; S e - i » 12th Native Infantry a

the garb of the Doctrine of Lapse he annexed Jhansi in 1853, i1y Bundelkhand, the sepoys of t.hl'i 1Ir::‘:nt1'v at Orai, 56th
Dr. Shyam Narain Sinha, in his published thesis, “The Ihans and Nowgong, 53rd N"'t‘”‘qn _{' 1 Atk Infantey
Revolution of 1857 in Bundelkhand’ traces the causes of the Native Infantry ‘_’F Banga; 18t ]h-::"u:rnln' at Jhansi and

Revolution in Bundelkhand as follows: W iments at Gwalior, 1141'11 |E‘~‘ﬁ_‘;‘i1m t it Gwalior, 4th
‘In the background of t : isconte Nowgong, 1st Cavalry =Kegumert M :

R ¢ > the general discontent that bl Battalion Artillery ‘and No. 18 Bullock

prevailed in the entire country, the causes of the revolt of L ompany—9th : e any Artillery at
1857 in Bundelkhand can be broadly divided into three major Battery at Nowgong and 2nd and 4th company \

I e - i . se of the revolt. They
heads, viz., (1) Grievances of the Ruling Chiefs and Princes {iwalior broke out during the cour ol
J in common the grievances of the rest to the sepoy

(2) Discontent of the general masses and (3) Disaffection of hared BeaoR 0L 0 e
the sepoys stationed in Bundelkhand’.!® e Bengal Army and consequently they 2 b ke
[ official records corroborate that the greased ¢

t of constant discussion among the sepoys

1. Grievances of the Ruling Chiefs and Princes been the subjec e 1 & e wis
Among the leading Chiefs of Bundelkhand, who were l.|l||1|‘|:_‘.l.‘1 in Bund-i]kihn:mt .WI:L _m[; Pig::{ ;_M sl
agegrieved with the British Government, the most circulation in Thansi t F-.;. 1;§id : L:q s iy
important was Rani Lakshmi Bai, widow of the Late Raja in the manufacture o ::it s E};;walem e
Gangadhar Rao of Jhansi, a scion of the Maratha family. [he same sort ﬂt-rT'm‘ :,nd it. B e o
Others of smaller denomination were Raja Mardan Sing:h ol '~|ndll~ua at (}]1“-?_;1?r]{m ot s ¢

of Banpur, Raja Bakht Bali of Shahgarh, Narain Rao and the mutiny of the Gwa

Madho Rao of Karvi, Nawab Ali Bahadur of Banda, Tai Jhansi and the General Uprising

Bai of Jalaun and wife of Parikshit, a former chief of
Jaitpur. Every one of them was resentful of the
highhandedness of the British Government and was
possessed by a sense of frustration and disappointment.

ar o 3O nce at
I'he first real outbreak of the War of _Indeol;_(l‘jf ,: Ao
Moeerut was immature but “a c-.:-untr}-‘.m'ldu conflagre

broke out in India, which mainly included the following

Thus, the fire of discontent was smouldering only to flare cities and states:

up in course of time, Kanpurin North Western Province
. _ Lucknow in Avadh

2. Discontent of the General Masses _ Bareilly in Rohilkhand

The land settlements made by the British Government
together with the sale of land in default of payment of the
Government revenue created discontent and uneasiness : in Jhansi, as
among the peasants as well as landlords of Bundelkhand. It is necessary to deal with the happen ;n_g § IT ng tu:: of
As a result of the settlements the assessment and the the rulgic-n is closely connected with the Princely otates
demands were highly enhanced. The dislike of the people Bundelkhand in Vindhya Pradesh.

to the Britisk revenue and judicial systems was clearly

1.
2
; Jhansi in Bundelkhand

. Shahabad in Bihar -
 Gwalior in Central India”.

5
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On the 4th June 1857 the Indian platoon of Britisl
cantonment of Jhansi rebelled. Havildar Gurbaksh Rag
with a few soldiers, entered into the British Star Fort
situated outside the city, and looted the cash and the
ammunition. Thereupon, the British shifted to the old fort
but in the leadership of Risaldar Kaale Khan the soldiers’
attacked the fort and compelled the British to surrender,
On the 8th June Captain Skene wanted to 80 to Sagar but
the soldiers arrested all the Britishers, They were asked to
80 on foot to Jhokhanbagh where they had to meet death
on the charge of annexation of Jhansi. In this gruesome
deed, Bakshish Ali, the jail darogha took the lead by slaying
Major Skene with his own hand because he was angry with
Skene, who had previously insulted him.

The rebels now moved to the private palace of Rani
Laxmi Bai, who lived there after annexation of the State b
the British. Kaale Khan and the soldiers raised the slogan
"Khalq Khuda ka, Mulk Badshaly Ka, Raj Maharani Laxmi Bai
Ka' (The universe is of God, the country of the Emperor
and the rule of Maharani Laxmi Bai). The Rani appeared
before them at the window of the palace and heard the
statement of Kaale Khan.

She expressed her displeasure over the indisciplined
behaviour of the soldiers but gave her diamond necklace to
them as they were getting impatient to go to Delhi.

After their departure to Delhi the Ranj invited the old
employees of the state, the Jagirdars and the representatives
of various classes of the town for consultation, and on their
advice, took over the reign of Jhansi in the name of her
adopted son Damodar Rao. She organised the army on the
one hand and the Gov't. on the other.

She ruled over Jhansi for about nine months after which
she had to fight against the British continuously at Jhansi,
Konch, Kalpi and Gwalior from 24th March, 1958 to 18th
June, 1958, till her martyrdom. It was in fact a freedom
struggle in which Gulam Gaus Khan, Khuda Baksh, Gul
Mohd, Diwan Raghunath Singh, Diwan Jawahar Singh,
Ramchandra Deshmukh and other warriors fought
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s the female army, which had 'v'mt}; Ba:;
4 Al as
Juhu Bai, Kashi Bai, Sundar, Mundar an?g::ﬂ;;?ljmmn
I: I11111L";‘|t ones. The Rani was pmud of her 5
B W he called Welaiti. "
Whl'wrhl?:l;l??aida Ali Bahadur lI, who was 10;;1;11“;3?
"\-!]%‘-NL came anti-British due to the pressure ui ﬁﬁr-: e
|'|rII|"”l-". '-E,Eu le. He despatched 1,000 fl:ram(-:d'rs? l.a ‘[(‘,PE .
1|.+I I:llf ;!L:;!’E'il‘-_‘nﬁ'u the Rani and 1,000 soldiers to faty

L harkharn.

IRaja Mardan Sipgh of Ba;ix o
Writish in the hegmmng anl air ke
great help to Rani Laxmi Bai and g

“”I“IHh ﬂ;:” : nfi'risr];licﬂusf‘ Raja Bakhat Bali Shah of Shahgarh
¢ wWas &

i se of time. A
» bel in due course 0 1 s
..;LET!T;Z: rlsaja Mardan Singh and Raja Bakhat Bali g

i d faithful allies ot Ran
with Tatya Tope proved rerliabrle .12 et il o i
|.,|_~.-mi Baél Ti?r?uﬂrrﬁ?hz E‘I‘ﬁiﬁ?hﬁn}r tried tulf".fx‘-:.:-per‘a;te
th}mb o ‘aBa'r ina planned way. He hadzf masm::limr:tr:_sét
m'lh Lﬂxr'n}sh Army in the command of SJr Hugr |::-.tr et
”‘lL" Bnhf hansi on the 22nd March 183§. A fiercet athe
et G Im‘:_'- }t the Rani had to lose mainly due Dn i
o LFI Dulahjoo, who secretly _-:)Pened tt'tet 1':3:t n
tl'l'ﬂﬁheg . ampart, facilitating the British eﬁtrm} 0 gatﬁre
e . to E‘IE m:_ihr, Jhalkari Bai dressed in 3;'-111:;( ot
o i 1?3 tish and the Rani safely left Jhansi fmk a p‘..t
L’m#gi-‘d thehtr;h.e last battle against General Hugh ::iseh;r
: Ehf f;} u'.Ehere she was badly wounded. She bleitrt;fm e
l:;:-':cair:-.uti'ae cottage of Baba Ciar&ﬂ Ea?{z:‘ed gﬁpumm
Witho’m ?lErrii?;ln{;U:;? best %Jf the rebels’. 1.W e, r::;{;
111{’;";n?1f:‘eel F:rm;d of the Rani, who played the heroic
Nl &
B s i i sighbourhood, are full
: nsi and neig
Fﬂllffmﬂg?’ E:;T %flu?nﬂ;aand courage. C']f all tirm- Rﬁ:}ﬁﬂ:i
= p!?]:ﬁzs t;'t}e first, in the order of times, Jhansi ka Raiso 15
avai 2 .

. it g
tate, friendly with t

Sl 12 afterwards, was of

tough fight to the
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Statue of Rani of Jhansi at Jhans|

'Fat of Kaly: ; 5
i, 1‘;‘:3 ;ﬂ{?ggggh;udrﬂ, !Jnet of Datia. It was written in
description of the h D) in Bundeli and gives a vivid
Khan of Orchh s fight of the Rani against N

a first and against the British aftenvardsaﬂhe
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Codav. the lines — @a @4 metd aE A @A = =T
W liool ard imardant, wol to Jhansi wali Rani th), in Subhadra Kumari
L hnihan's poern, [hansi ki Rani, are famous all over India.

\fter the death of Rani, Tatya Tope fought many a battle
i many places based on guirilla warfare for one year. He
full a prey to the treachery of a friend named Man Singh,
sestilting in his arrest in the jungle while he was asleep at
midnight. After trial he was hanged at Shivpuri on 18th
a'\|'| il, 1859,

Statue of Tatya Topa at Shivpuri

Revolt of 1857 and Rundelkhand States of
Vindhya Pradesh

Nowgong, (Chhatarpur State)

The news of events in Jhansi on 8th June, 1857 spread in the
neighbouring areas “and on the 9th June, 1857 the Revolt
broke out at Nowgong, At the time of the Revolt a wing of
12th Native Infantry and a wing of 14th Irregular Cavalry
and some troops were posted at Nowgong. In fact some
days before the above date, the rebellion was being openly
plotted in the lines of the company”. ? The three
persons—Subedar Baijnath, Havildar dirdar Khan and
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Seet ec
Cﬂn;:r:imd?euretly_- reported the matter 1o Major Kirke;
The rey n]tl::-.II 8 Officer and were rewarded for their ser rl'r ol
olt failed for the time being but later on wl"-t ‘ ":tmI
en e

NEWs of a revolt arrived at N
il ! i owgong, the com r
Kil’ke.eg(_-jrnet:}@t I';]F_:?lf. The soldiers killed I—itwiIdﬂr—hif:;:‘l::-
They I'E;editlt, ;‘mt’ drew his sword and was fired J]at'-
i Bt :31 ; :ufhen-: the ()fﬁf:{_‘r:; slept in. Seetaram ann;
Noveg o m;d - L_apci'd but “Sirdar Khan was taken from
e F‘;mh 0 ahr: larpoy, by the revolutionaries on
b A E}? " ‘:-' ere he was killed. The European
ot ECF:IFE were Second Lieutenant Townsend
Sty ﬂbgu?la'e; Nfﬂk Kundhya and Bugler Rudl.;rfck
e o ?1@?} sepoys and three Indian officers” 20
party was given shelter by Regent Mnh:—lranitat

Chi [15] I D = 1] ¥ n
* 1 4

way to Kalinger from M it ki
% b n; m Mahoba it fell into a tr. h
toull: Zie?t Townsend was killed on the ]‘_ﬂtiii:;d fé_;?nd
dividedef tt:.-r“_:ﬂ Charkhari and in due course u]r' I'I'J'I'IE- ]:
sell Into a few batches of which one moved lI
ed to

Rewa, the oth
Nixgord; er to Allahabad and the third towards

Deshpat—The Leader of the Revolt

Meanwhjle
2, the revolt
Dikior, i spread over to other
. ol e Revolt, In fact K i
reliL;I]mn against the British since 1851 Eitheh L
e p & PN Ty
pargana ';'-;n;ﬁ] g I_;I]'iagu Jh[_n]hm' in Punwari, a British
andjustan ]-.lE5 om the British cantonment of Now
st ré the northern frontiers of Chhatarpur gong
he threate ritish demanded revenue from him mthE ------- it
i & ened them and later shot down 7 persons past,
and thkv;ﬁggt Rﬁn-l of Chhﬂ tﬁl'Pur fauruurud hin:l qf‘freﬂ :
el g theabu res taken by the British Gnvc'm‘l.'nent t}
used by hin, ?‘ti&ve him money and troops which were
the close of IEJ\H; e Tope, in the attack on Charkhari at
ecember, 1857, In fact right from May, 1857
v, 1

May, 1858, Deshp
British EIIlfé_u;”%%..Ht plundered the British territory and the
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A reward of Rs. 10,000 was offered by the Government
ul North West Provinces on his head, but the British did
wiot suceeed. He could not be arrested until he was killed
un Ardd December, 1862 in a trap of Doni village.

[l informers and the killers—Bansidhar Purohit and

Ihakur Vikramijit received jagirs.

Charkhari
lin 1857, Ratan Singh, the Raja of Charkhari helped the
Wiitish to the best of his power. Tatya Tope joined by
|Jeshpat attacked Charkhari in January 1858, captured it
and secured twenty four guns and three lakhs of rupees
from Ratan Singh, who was reluctant to handover Carne,
he (ugitive Collector of Mahoba and other British refugees.
(arne was lucky as Tatya Tope, having received the
news about the siege of Jhansi, was compelled to leave
{ harkhari. In the meantime Carne mﬁr_t}naged to reach Panna

i dJisguise in the garb of a Bundela”.™
I'he rulers of Bijawar, Lugasi and Gaurihar remained

loyal to the British Gov't. during the revolt. Bakht Singh,
the Chief of Alipura went into open rebellion when the
(;reat Revolt broke out. He remained a source of menace to

(i British authorities tll 1865.

Orchha (Tikamgarh) State

Il did not revolt against the British openly but it did not
help them also. ““A few British persons who wanted refuge
ol Orehha did not get good treatment from the Diwan of
(rchha. Not only this, a few officers of Tehri (Orchha) and
Hanpur plotted to kill them but they could not succeed due
1o unwanted role of Mohd. Ali, Mukhtar of Raja of Banpur
and Prem Narain, Guru of Raja of Tehri”.”

Datia

[he ruler of Datia, following the terms of the treaty
concluded between the British and the Raja on the 15th
March, 1804, was loyal and helpful to the British “but there
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were several patriots, who decided to take part in the revalt
against the British. Of them, the name of Jawahar Singh
Pawar is worth mentioning. He was the Diwan of Katera
Jagir of Datia. During the revolt he was Commander in the
army of Rani Laxmi Bai of Jhansi and remained in her
service till her dea th. After the funeral of the Rani he fled
away to the jungle”” **

Samthar

Samthar, a small state of Vindhya Pradesh near Jhansi in
Bundelkhand, at one time a part of Datia State, was bound
by a treaty with the British. “The ruler of Samthar, who
had concluded a treaty with the British, proved lo al to
them ° . his own interest during the revolt of 1857-58'25 byt
subedar Rajjab Khan in charge of a garhi (small fort) at
Lohagarh proved otherwise. It was the same Rajjab Khan,
whose newly wedded wife had remarked— ‘A pathan
kisses the sword first and his wife afterwa rds.’

After the fall of Jhansi when the Rani of Jhansi was
moving towards Kalpi via Samthar, Rajjab Khan with his
fellow Pathan soldiers, not only kept the British Army
following the Rani in check, but also gave a tough fight to
them. In the mean time the Rani safely passed through the
borders of Samthar.

The soldiers of Lohagarh were mostly Pathans and their
leader was Taala Saiyed. He ordered the soldiers to fire and
when the ammunition was exhausted, there was no
alternative but the sword fight. Many British soldiers were
killed and their dead bodies were thrown in the pit. A
notable feature of this fight was that the young boys and
the wives of the Pathan soldiers also took part in it. Janki
Sharan Verma, a prominent journalist of Jhansi in his
article, "Freedom Struggle of 1857 and Lohagarh’ published
in Jagran (Jhansi) dated 13.8.97, writes that about 500
Pathans gave their lives to save the Rani. The folk songs of
bravery of those soldiers are sl sung in Lohari
(Lohagarh).

ES
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Panna | | o
I course of the Great Revolt, the qu_a of PEII'I!'[& rE;rr::':;n -
W most faithful ally of the British Governme

Bundelkhand ™28 and gave military help wl'!en nqit:-sted;he

e was in regular correspondence with Erl'::i I'nEfEl'q

i [} s . ]h-

{ winimissioner of Jabalpur anld gave shelter iftﬂ f;:;{:' oot

{ wneral Whitlock, too, remained in the sta e f i
“:nr “1{ is known that in spite of the opposition o

wople, Nripat Singh, the Raja of Panna, was fir;sn?igguhi%
mlut y Jln help the British during the revolt nfh"l Fn -
jil at the same time Mukund 5;:§ht, 531; ?!;Cn :n:::beﬂeci
apirdar of Sunauti Chanpura, State O _, :

*.]., ;I1t1aui the British and joined hands wnh_n_thm rebclbmi
Il}h sﬂl of Rs. 2,000 was declard by the British to any one

whao caught him.

Ajaigarh i
Ajaigarh is near Banda, which was one of the centres o
volt of 1857. -
] \]":!:}Se being no direct heir to the gaddi gﬂsg A]at;lig[a'ri ::hl:;
ipat Singh in 1853 and s
{he death of the ruler Mahipat : ane s
; j i be installed as ruler o
|#55, Ranjor Singh was to T
iti on the Great Revolt o
support of the Britishers when t ! 18
I:.tllml!::l::rut. Ranjor Singh did a great service to thEABil':;si;
ind gave full co-operation to thq:h Bntn‘;h Army. g
I iti 1 tate.
ber of Britishers got refuge in the s :
”“']“'-?nfe the claim of Diwan Lokpal _Slnt;ghhtn t;‘:ﬁ til'L]r-:;r;e 1-.?:
ai ked by the British, he as we
Ajaigarh was overloo Suog geiriiphollatpiie
companion Mir Farzand Ali took 1 y \
||~II::~EEd against the British and posed a cha]lengt;_;ﬂ ;huai_rlz
with the help of Radha Govind, the rebel leader of Tar
tk':ﬁ;tge number of people joined them. ”Farzang .."!';liIrh tl';
Advocate of Ajaigarh gave a t?;lt%h gg;ultl t;a E’;Eeang ::.mﬂd
- f Eastern Bundelkhan : _
”::1“13; Eizesfeg. On those days a brave warrior of Mmi.;:;hn
:: ymed Ranmat Singh Baghela also was in open mb;'nﬂﬁ
.1;:,ainst the British. The terror created by Ranmat Sing
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Baghela and Mir Farzand Ali forced the British officers i
request the rulers of Rewa, Panna and Ajaigarh to arres
and handover Ranmat Singh, Farzand Ali and Mukund

Singh to the British”.*® Rewards were declared for the T
arrest.

Findings

l. There were many uprisings in Bundelkhand prior to’
the Great Revolt of 1857.
2. There was a feeling of hatred amongst many chiefs
against the policy of the British in the states of
Bundelkhand. At many places the feeling were
shared by the public also. _
3. The desire of revenge on the British took the shape of

violence when the general revolt broke out in other
parts of India.

4. The happenings in Jhansi and Banda affected, the
adjacent Bundelkhand States of Vindhya Pradesh
most.

5. The supporters of the rebel leaders participated in
the revolt without any distinction of caste, creed or
religion.

6. The British were able to exploit the selfish interest of
a number of persons, who proved as traitors and
gave secret informations to them for getting Jagirs
and rewards. Ultimately they were successful in
suppressing the revolt vehemently.
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CHAPTER THREE

Revolt of 1857 and Baghelkhand States

Prior tu_the ::rev-::nIt of 1857, a few instances of non
co-operation with the British and uprisings against them

were noted at various places of Baghelkhand.
Early Uprisings

A few cases 2 iy )
e ses of Early Uprisings find place in the fOI]ﬂWi_ng

I. The Case of Chandels of Bhopari

JB&f_t-?r getting tl-fe control over Benares and Allahabad, the
erhsh East India Company formed a new province named
Durﬂ': _West_ern Province with headquarters at Agra.
; f;gfm]an 5:;15}1, brother of Raja of Manda of the f;d

vinee re i iti
Swipsns ed against the British, looted Allahabad and
He was sheltered by Chandela Thak i
}asli;daé of Bhopari (Distt. Sidhi) in 1810. S
e British wanted him te surrender, failin i
v _ 7 which, th

?ent the punitive force, which had to face sﬁff ra.a-::‘»'15h.e:-ﬁll:.:i:_-r
ﬂrnrn Chanc!el Thakurs. The fight took place on Thursda
T;e lﬂth Baisakh, 1868 Vikrami Samvat (June, 1811 f':uL.IZZ-‘}}?r

1e incident ha:s. been pictured in a heroic poem ‘Bho vard
ke Chandelon ki Vijai Namawali’ by Kavi Hanumant. ;
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| ¢ writes that the British army consisted of two platoons
which was equipped with rifles, swords, lances and two
wuine, still they were defeated.

(i their request, after -a compromise solution, the
Jupirddar gave their guns back and allowed them to go away
Lulely. The Common man and the Zamidars were united in
{he fight against the British without any distinction of caste
wivl creed.

I, The Case of Gopal Singh of Kotra (Ajaigarh)

I 1809, when the British established their control over
Alnigarh and Kalinger, Gopal Singh Bundela, the Jagirdar
ol Kotra (Ajaigarh) rebelled against the British. He looted
here and there and due to increasing pressure of the British
lorces fled away to Rewa, where he got the shelter. The
{_ompany Gov’t. highly objected to this act of Rewa Durbar
and |. Richardson, Agent to the Governor General, wrote a
slrong letter bearing a threat, to Maharaja Jai Singh Deo of
Rewa.

Ihe Maharaja did not heed to it. At last the Company
(jovt. pacified Gopal Singh by awarding the Jagir of
(arrauli, consisting of 18 villages in Panwari Pargana.

{11, The Battle of Sathni and Itar

In the first Anglo-Baghela Treaty (1812), ‘the measures of
compulsion in the treaty proved irksome, and at the Raja’s
instance, the Sengar Rajputs of the north east started
aperession against the adjacent British territories. Colonel
Martindell arrived early in 1813 to punish the ravages of
the Sengers and compel the observance of the treaty. And
when a party of sipahis was marching on the Great Deccan
ltoad bound for Martindell’s camp at Baghra in Semaria
llaga, they were way laid and plundered. A punitive force
srrived and the battles of Sathni and ltar followed"." ‘At
Suttnee near Mangawan, several sepoys of the British
troops were killed and wounded and property was
p! undered’? Itar, near Sathni was the headquarter of
Sengar Thakur.
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in 1r'hu poem of heroism of the people of Itar (Itar k
Is very popular as a folk-song among the local public
IV. Non Co-operation of Thakur of Semaria

The non-co-operation of the Thakur of Semaria in

V. The Case of Lal Zabardast Singh

Lal Zabardast Singh, Jagirdar of Churhat (Distt. Sidhi)

ir army in

enraged and the Second Treaty of 1

: . aty 813 was f

Ra'j;'!h of Rewa 1f«nth greater impositions. e
e above incidents indicate that the interference of

British was not tolerated in Baghelkhand and that the '.

battles were waged against their forces,

Rebellion in Baghelkhand

The form of rebellion in Baghelkhand was a bit different
e armies or the people

f-mm' other parts of India where th
rose in revolt against the British.
asiizéthe l?sal ;indﬂmns created an atmosphere, which
a wider shape. The aim of the reb i
also, was to fight the Briti oo e
Sy g ritish power, in order to end their
Of the five notable
‘ 3 states of Baghelkhand—Rewa,
g;l::":f;'. I;Inth;, N;gnd and Maihar—Rewa was the n‘:rda}:
ich entered into i iti
e st s a treaty with the British. The rest
The ruler of Rewa, Raia Aiit S i
, + » Raja Ajit Singh did not lik
t?h::- a _tr_eaty with the British, hence the cwermreserrtt{a];n rr
Sut:hiﬁtlsg Government-in 1803 were rejected by hfni ;F
and writes, “When on the extension itish
: of the B
Dp;:-\;er H‘EID E_!ogelkund and Bundelkund, through tf?e t;:at:h
assein, it became desirable to enter into relations E;'

a Raisg

matter of supply of provisions almost starved the Briti'
garrison, to the great embarassment of the Rewa Durhar"

"." He did not allow the mess c
He did _ essangers of the Gov’t. Dak
to remain in his territory, that is why, the Company fe :
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Wity and friendship with the Rewa state, and advances for

hal purpose were mnéje in 1803, those advances were
Wiected by the Rajah”.” “The relation of amity however,
uniformly subsisted between Raja Ajit Singh and the
Witish Government”.”

Ajit Singh was succeeded in the year 1809 by Jai Singh.
Iiring his regime, due to irruption of a body of Pindaries
I Mirzapur district, it was necessary to strengthen in the
Weltish frontier, hence a treaty was negotiated with him on
e Sth of Oct, 1812, “through which the Raja’s supremacy
wis acknowledged, and his possessions secured under the
punrantee of the British Government, to whose mediation

he submitted all relations with foreign states; mutual
delivery of enemies and rebels was agreed to, and
(o-operations in military affairs”.

e Raja showed unfriendly disposition and objected to
mlablishing a military post within his territory, therefore
Iy was compelled to sign a second and a third treaty on the
Jnd June 1813, and the 11th of March 1814, respectively.

|. Sutherland remarks, “the tone of Rewah has generally
boen considered hostile throughout the period of its
connection with the British Government™.

Maharaja Raghuraj Singh was the ruler of Rewa when
the mutiny broke out and a few months before the
sutbreak he was on a pilgrimage to Jagannathpuri. The
liritish authorities deputed Lt. Willoughby Osborne to
prcort the Maharaja. The purpose was survellance.

I'he Maharaja travelled through Shahdol, Chattisgarh,
Bilaspur and Raigarh to Jagannathpuri in Orissa.

ile wanted to meet the Governor General Lord Canning
sl Calcutta but at the instance of the Governor General he
had to hurry back under the shadow of the rebellion at
larrackpur and the execution of the rebel leader Mangal
I'ande (April, 1857).

By the time he returned to Rewa the Great Revolt had
broken out at Meerut (May, 1857) and soon the flames of
rebellion spread far and wide. Great Decean Road was
blocked. Osborne sent a telegram to Calcutta and got the
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instructions to remain at Rewa, He was appointed Politiey
Agent. “Raghuraj Singh offered the services of a continge
force of 2,000 men to assist in keeping order {j
Baghelkhand. The offer was accepted and Col. Hinde tog
command”’,

On 26th August, 1857, a contingent of rebels of Dina AL
headed by Subedar Bhawani Singh crossed the river To i
near the borders of Rewa State, Col. Hinde did not face if
as it moved toward the west.

Later on a critical situation arose in Rewa when thi
famous rebel leader Kunwar Singh of Jagdishpur (Biha
entered into the Rewa territory in early September 1857,
had about 5,000 followers with him.

He was closely related to Maharaja Raghuraj Singh,
therefore, he counted much upon the support of Rewa b
the ruler of Rewa was pursuaded by Political Agenl
Osborne to offer resolute front and Kunwar Singh had to
leave the Rewa territories. During this period of turmoil.
the Maharaja openly sided with the British".'?

“For the good services rendered at this time. Raghura |
Singh was granted Sohagpur and Amar Kantak distri [
which had been seized by the Marathas and had passed’
into British possession”. 1!

However Maharaja Raghuraj Singh, on his part, played’
the role of a diplomat. On the one hand, he was
instrumental in bringing about the rebellion of his.
Sohagpur kinsmen and also encouraging and sheltering
Ranmat Singh, on the other, he extended his co-operation
to the British authorities, thereby showing his loyalty to the
British Gov't. In fact his aim was to safeguard his interest
and to regain the territories of Rews state seized by the
Marathas.

Outbreak of Rebellion in Rewa (Baghelkhand)

One Tailang Brahmin who came to Rewa was suspected by |
Osborne to be the spy of rebels. As he was arrested and
was likely to meet death sentence, the four Baghela
Sardars—Ehyam 5hah, Ranmat Singh, Dhir Singh and

ar
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PMunjab Singh, who were in the s_erwci of t1h+: thf‘is:j::;]aé
dicided to save his life as a duty of the ﬂ:rhntrr;,uij t_;: gy
lle of a Brahmin. Osborne got them remove : rl La
wivices of the Maharaja, as he took them to be rebels,

wmoval they became rebels openly.

Bhyam Shah _ _
I the beginning Lal Shyam Shah was the !ea:ﬂgdhﬁ::l;
and was financing a small force of rebels. He haile
village Khamaria, which is 10 km away from Rewa.

A. Photo of Shyam Shah, rebel Leader :
B. (Standing) Thakur Ram Singh, Retd. Dy. S.P. descendant of Shyam Sha

ah and Ranmat Singh were close to each nltl:ler
.mihgca:-g: ?)? them fought a few battles against tf;{e dﬂr:j:nesii;
jointly but it was not always the -:a:‘sr».f:‘I ThT}:hJ:;d o
separate armies and fought separately also. In e w
the spirit of freedom, he fought ;Eﬁ,il;i:;l:he”fr??ﬁe s e

] WEr an i ;

{‘:;;ﬂa;e:j:l I;;:r_a?:ﬁ;?ajvas his first encounter v:rlth tl'%g
British ... Many Britishers were killed in this :‘:ght i,
“The second fight was in the bazar of Katni, where
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British soldiers were looting the business class, As a res
of the action of Shyam Shah many soldiers were killed ang
the rest fled awa}f”.r

In the jungle Khakhra of Kothi he met Ranmat Singh and
both of them, with their combined army, ravaged the
British army at many places.

When they were in the small fort (garhi) of Keoti, it was
beseiged by the British army. They showed great bravery
in defeating the British army and killing the British
Colonel. From here they took to two different
sides—Ranmat Singh towards Bahuti and Shyam Shah
towards the south of Rewa.

Shyam Shah was very wealthy and spent his wealth in
maintaining his army and fighting against the British. His
army contained three hundred rebel soldiers of Madras
regiment also. He sent Kaloo Kotwar, with a letter, to call
these soldiers, who were at Jabalpur at that time but Kaloo
Kotwar was caught and imprisoned by the British.
Thereupon he sent another reliable man Bhola Baari, to call
these soldiers,

The expenses of the maintenance of the army being high,
he felt shortage of funds after some time, s0 he went to
collect his money, which had earlier been lent to the
Thakur of Burwa. ““In the meantime an announcement was
made by the government to reward the person, who caught
or killed Shyam Shah*. ' Inspite of his friendly gestures the
Thakur of Burwa had a plot in his mind. He wanted to kil
two birds with one stone. If Shyam Shah could be killed he
would be relieved of his debt, and at the same time, he
would also get the reward from the government.

Shyam Shah fell ill at Burwa and when he was going
back, accompanied by the Thakur of Burwa, the Thakurs of
Burwa and Chachai tried to kill him in the jungle. The
Thakur of Burwa had already sent eight servants of Shyam
Shah through another route. Shyam Shah was shot at from
behind and he fell, severely wounded, from his horse back.
Randhir Singh of Bhamarha was sent to ascertain if he was
dead. As he stooped to look at Shyam Shah, he moved his
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i m
Rhinoceros skin shield of Shyam Shah in Dhubela museu
(told by the museum employaea)

dhir Singh, who was
sword and cut the nose (1®) of Ran g it

i d. Shyam
nick ed as Nakke Singh onwar yar A _
||:."|i|:.[“::?n,[l':l death and the Thakurs of Burwa and Chachai

namely Devi Singh and Gurupat Singh rLbEEfgle-:;
r:twiw-:d due rewards from the ﬁg;';*ra?;;x; f?j L}U':'f.:;rued .
etter of reward dated Samvat 1310 | AD. L

: t}:;ai: Sigh by Maharaja Raghuraj Singh is appended

m

Gun;.i including the one of Shyam Shah in Dhubela museum

(told by the museum employee)
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After his death the m i
T embers of his family w '
?;:)i:';‘:ifmi’ﬂ;’éyl was looted. At the age ofy 33 il?:;:r.
- world leaving behind him the gold o

; Id i

E:zab;avfn ry and sacrifice to the Mnther!ﬁide?ﬁi‘;ﬁm{y
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descendant of Thakur ShvamSDi::rI*l of Madhya Pradesh, a

As a token of honour
. the Govt. of Mad N
named the Medical College at Rewa after Sh?’arﬁvghgﬁadﬁ. :.

{hoghar river, where his ancestors had settled. The garht
(uiniall fort) of Mankahri was constructed by his ancestors.
During the period of rebellion he used to stay near this
garhi beside Cheetan Pond (a@m@), where a barber dressed
his wounds. After his recovery he used to go on his
mission again”.

Since early boyhood he was fond of wrestling and took
part in the physical exercise regularly at Baba-Ka-Akhara
(wrestling ground) situated besides Ghoghar river adjacent to
Jlabu Ghat on the oppaosite side of his residence. He ranked a3
. Gardar in the service of the Maharaja, who had much
Affection for him on account of his valour. He had only one
daughter, who was wedded to Raja Ram Pal Singh of Kaala
K ankar. Late Dinesh Singh, Union Minister belonged to that
family. His younger brother Thakur Jabar Singh had male
\«sues and their descendants still live in the old residence of
[hakur Ranmat Singh in Mohalla Ghoghar, Rewa. Vikramyjit
Singh, one of the descendants of Thakur Jabar Singh, is a man
of scholarly taste and has good knowledge of the life and
sctivities of Thakur Ranmat Singh.

Thakur Ranmat Singh and his associates were not happy
with the policy of Willoughby Osborne and his interference
into the affairs of the state.

He was so much impressed by the boldness of Rani
| axmi Bai of Jhansi and Kunwar Singh of Bihar that he
decided to organise the Anti-British elements and to adopt
the course of rebellion. It was in his leadership that a crowd
of about 2,000 persons besieged the bungalow of Osborne
(now the main building of Martand School) in fury and
-houted: Osborne! Come out. We shall kill you. Some how
Osborne managed to escape and the rebels found their way
to the jungle of Chitrakoot.

It was in this jungle that the plans were made and the
army was organised. Thakur Ranmat Singh attacked the
British Residency of Nagod and the Resident fled to
Ajaigarh. A battle between Ranmat Singh and the army of
Ajaigarh was fought in the field of Bhelsain. The army of
Ajaigarh state was led by Keshari Singh Bundela, whose

Thakur Ranmat Singh

“Wh

. n_:; tthsﬂin-:il%;ati of 15hfyam Shah was brought about, Lal

R se into promi 1 j

. : : I nence’. ™ ‘Thak i

Pf;ﬁhﬁfl:mjs pLar:e in the front line of the leaders SI{ ‘ﬁrﬂ?at’

derpgng ';:1 :he Ejmt War of Independence, 1857 to gﬂ

v e vﬂlage Mankahri of Kothi (Distt ’-nah-la} in
and resided in Mohalla Ghoghar l?:etwa ne;nr

A, Ehl:f: of Thakur Ranmat Singh, rebel leader
& B m nce {_‘HIEIT} of Tﬁakur Ranmat Singh
- Photo (standing) Lal Vikramiit Singh, descenda
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body was cut into two pi
pieces by Ranmat Singh. .
Eattfe. took place but ultimately the rebels lost nﬁ ac?mift of
h;eav:.]rthtary equipment of Ajaigarh army. Ranmat Singh
el g b i i |
s kiile%j. verely wounded and his nephew Ajit Singh
LJ’I;:; iung {;I;:’ Bhelsain Ko Katak) composed by Bhairava
al, Rajkavio jaigarh, is full of praises ..
tac:;a of Thakur Ranmat Singh. ralien ot ety
ter taking rest for a few da
. ys, he attacked Now 5
Sﬁiﬁgnt ]HIS jia[ rmy looted Nowgong and acqf?rrelg;
thon also. He wanted to establish link wi '
: ith T
Tope but he could not do so as the British forces —
posted all around. i
At Baraundha he fough i i
ght against the British army, whic
was badly defeated. Two British officers were hl};;: i Hh'
garden of village Padra. 2
I(_a]h; -,Ti]ﬁ 13853, Ranmat Singh and Farzand Ali went to
reml:‘.j ;;ti th{] persons to help the Rani of Jhansi and
e ::Z ere for three to four days. The Rani was
e :;h s .SWhen the Ra?ni fled away toward Gwalior
ingh, alongwith Farzand Al came b *
Bundelkhand’".'® =3
In August 1858, a fierce ba
? ttle took place at Chitr
Efit;:;en thg rebels and the British army, which Wa; I:LCE:J;
ear Carpenter. Akbar Ali, Tehsildar of Karvi
a ; rvi a
(H]_Iu!am Ahmad, Sub-Inspector did their best to fight o
i ght against
Ranmat Singh was severel
ghw y wounded and he went a
;wml'dsi Kothi. Raja Avdhoot Singh of Kothi had all a;:::i
= ;;1 e phJJ to Ranmaft Singh and to the rebels. He himsel%
intergijft {:? t?pe? :ebe!lmn against the British, as he kept the
g 15 state in view, but he provided the rebels wi
ammunition, wealth and food-st sl
recruitment of the rebel army. P
The rebellion having been suppressed in Bundelkhand, a
]I'E;l'ltlﬂgEnt: of British army of Banda was trying to catch |
{Smn;:ﬁa; Singh. When he had taken refuge in the garhi
ort) of Zamindar Ranjit Rai Dixit of Dabhaura, the
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iritish army attacked Dabhaura and razed the garhi to the
sround but they could not catch him as he had already left
the place.

He moved from one place to another. When he was
hiding in the garhi of Keoti, the British army, with the help
of Rewa State army, beseiged the garhi.

Karchuli Thakur Dal Thamman Singh, who was the
Commander of Rewa State Army, secretly helped Thakur
Ranmat Singh. Rewa state army attack was simply a show.
Consequently many British officers were killed, while
fhakur Ranmat Singh was able to escape. It was but
natural for the British to get annoyed.

He also looted Birsinghpur and reached Allahabad via
Pabhaura, The rebels at Allahabad felt encouraged on ='s
arrival. He looted the military cantonment at Allahabad.
The rebels concentrated themselves to the cantonment and
did not think of the fort, from where a strong attack was
made by British, resulting in the whithering away of the
rebels.

“Due to his bravery in the battles of Nagod, Bhilsain,
Chitrakoot, Nowgong and Keoti he proved a terror for
some time to the Eurc:p:earw”.l9 He looted wealth at many

laces to meet the expenses of his army.

Now Osborne played the last trick to trap Thakur
Ranmat Singh. He learnt from his informers that the
Maharaja, though friendly to the British, was sysmpathetic
to Ranmat Singh and that Ranmat Singh used to meet the
Maharaja secretly. He, therefore, exerted pressure on the
Maharaja for the surrender of Ranmat Singh. He was sent
for by the Maharaja, who, it 1s said, “was thinking to
arrange for his pardon”.”" When he was taking rest in the
underground abode of his friend Vijai Shankar Nagar,
Diwan Dinbandhu informed the British of his presence. He
did not resist his arrest, since he did not want to make the
position of the ruler of Rewa awkward.

“Seated on a palki he was sent to Banda under a guard of

two hundred sipahis and escorted by Harol Ishwarjit Singh.

On an enquiry he was found guilty of murdering some
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European, thus, he was hanged to death in August, 1860 a
Banda”*" Such was the tragic end of this great hero of thy
rebellion of 1857. 1

His life presented a revolt against the Foreign Rule ip
Indian Soil. At the same time he proved his loyalty to
Master and the princely state he served by laying down his
life without any hitch, thus establishing the dictum—My
state before myself.

His letter (copy enclosed) and the secret message sent te
Tatya Tope through Lal Punjab Singh reveal that he was in
touch with Tatya and awaited his instructions. Othet
Baghela rebels also wrote to Tatya Tope and sent messages
e.g. Lal Lochan Singh through Lal Dhir Singh, Lal Dhir
Singh through Chandel Pahalman Singh.

These letters were in the custody of Faujdar Abdul Majid
Khan, descendant of Waziruddaula Natthe Khan of
Tikamgarh. During the first War of Independence
(1857-59) Tatya Tope, with his army, halted at village'
Ashthon, 10 miles away from Tikamgarh. Due to sudden
attack of British army Tatya had to leave the place.
immediately, and in hurry, could not carry some material
with him. One constable of Orchha (Tikamgarh) handed
over the material to Diwan Natthe Khan.

The material consisted of a sword, a long knife covered
mnside wooden stick (gupti) and a satchel (basta). The satchel
contained the letters sent to Tatya Tope from Laxmi Bai
(Rani of [hansi), Larai Sarkar (Rani of Orchha), Raja Bakhat
Bali, Raja Mardan Singh, Baghela sardars of Rewa as well
as a diary of Daily Account (Rozmamcha) and papers
bearing certain informations. In all, there were 255 letters
(125 Hindi and 130 Urdu.) Anand Singh, Asstt. Director,
Public Relations Office, Shivpuri and Secretary Tatya Tope
Committee, purchased the material from Abdul Majid
Khan on a nominal price. Raja Narendra Ju Deo of
Tikamgarh, the then minister, Gov't. of Madhya Pradesh,
was of great help in getting the material.

The letters of Hindi, mostly in Bundeli dialect, written in
old type of script were legibly written by Dr. Parashu Ram
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Virhi. Professor of Hindi, Govt Cﬂllegfz, ShlUpU{[! and ;T:r:
made readable. 115 letters were published by ii?':a s 3;

{ ymmittee with the co-operation of Municipa ‘ﬂu dd
in 1978. The remaining letters, mostly md r 3
woere to be publiﬁhed in the .,E.E':Dnd. instalment ht;'te rl-;:i. i
untimely death of Anand Singh it could nG’Et e
esible. It is told that the letters were deposi Eh’] -
1.1.111.- Archives of Madhya I’radt-z:.h. Bhupalt w R_El] :Hms
wword and the gupli are still there in ﬂ'ne'l"“uhhcd e
Office, Shivpuri. The photo-plate of Tatya's sword an

¢lipti is shown below.

Shiv pm’i

- é;uam and Gupti of Tatya Topa in_ the g{ﬁtudy
Public Relations office, Shivpuri

are manuscripts, which may help

The Tatya papers are r o

the scholars doing research on Tatya Tnfte _.'md I&t;e‘; -
i ivi t certain \
rad of 1857, in arriving a :
tr?c?nc?fsinns. So far Thakur Ranmat S_-mgh and nttt::r
Baghela rebel leaders are concerned, it is clear that tm}r
were working on a wider range and were co-operating
i Iso.
th rebel leaders of other areas a _
Wit.'rll.iring the revolt the members of the family of Lhahl-{:;};
Ranmat Singh went underground. His house in Mo
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Ghoghar was confiscated and
, . was released after
surrender. A letter issued by Osborne reads as follows:

‘This is to certify that bearer
1 mother of Thakur
Ranmat Singh, a rebel leader h issi
. . as
reside at Rewa.' i

Sd. Willoughby Osborne
Political Agent
Rewa State
13th June, 1860,

Many folk-songs have been wri i '

\ written on him in Baghal
but the w Kavi i ikal i it
e ork of Kavi Gomti Pd. Vikal is of outstanding

It was told by late Nepali i

twas pali Baba of Chitrakoot that i
Adivasi village Murkhoha in Chitrakoot area heah'm
heard the Gonds singing— J |

Ranmat Baba ab nahin deekhen ab dar lagat Tilangan ker

(We fear the Ti i i
s e Tilang now, since Ranmat Baba is seen

att:]tdi_lndicates hi.ﬁ Popularity among the villagers and their
ment to him. The people co-operated with him and
su%[?thed! food material to his army. '
e old Durbar College (now TRS C '
_ The . ollege), ier
institution of Rewa, has been named after Tia}kuar EI;HHEI

Singh, as a token of honour ¢
e o that great freedom fighter of

Dhir Singh

f[::; Stlf:_.lgh E)f Kachhiya Tola (Kripalpur), once expelled
vmhwm—si t;ttst_e .?llnng with Punjab Singh by Maharaja
3 v.,:‘u-. MmE : ]r:}mn:eg:ried_ to Lahore and took up the'
g ]h faharaja Ranjit Singh. They were recalled and
e ingh was appointed Judicial Officer by Maharaja

ghuraj Singh. After his dismissal from Rewa Sta:e
iizrv:ces hrf took active part in 1857 on the Banda front and

ashed with the British forces at Bargarh after which h
went underground. A letter of Dhir Singh dated Phagu:

WO T GF 1857 AND BAGHELKHAND STATES

47

St 3, Samoat 1914 (Feb 1858) in Bagheli dialect addressed
I Tatya Tope, General of Nana Sahab Peshwa, has been
dlscovered in which he offers services, through Pahalwan
Singh Chandel, for the cause of religion (deen ke waste)
against the British on behalf of all Baghelas and was
wailing for instructions. In his old age he was living in

Jodhpur in the guise of a sadhu.

Lal Punjab Singh

{4l Punjab Singh, resident of Majhiar, was the special
messenger of Lal Ranmat Singh to Tatya Tope in Feb. 1858
and was operating on the Jhansi front. He was arrested at
Whagalpur (Bihar) and sent to Banda. At Karvi a full
enquiry was made into his antecedents and he was
released.

Besides Shyam Shah, Ranmat Singh, Dhir Singh and
I'unjab Singh the names of other prominent persons involved
in the rebellion in Baghelkhand (Rewa) need to be mentioned.
Ihey are Ranjit Rai Dixit (Dabhaura), Dal Thamman Singh
Karchuli, Brindaban Kahar, Talib Beg (Bichhia Rewa),
“hamsher Khan (Semaria), Shahamat Khan (Ghoghar, Rewa)
and a host of others. Abdul Majid Khan, alias Khusro,
descendant of Shahamat Khan, still lives in Mohalla Ghoghar,
l2ewa. Shahmat Khan brought an wounded soldier, wrapped
in cloth and tied on his back, from Keoti to Rewa and covered
the distance of about 30 KM on foot. He was very close to

Ihakur Ranmat Singh and went to Banda following the palki
in which Ranmat Singh was sent. On return to Rewa he
told that Thakur Ranmat Singh was in the prison at Banda.

Rebellion in Sohagpur

‘The Thakurs of Sohagpur had rebelled and to suppress
them the army in the command of Sipahi Singh Dhawwa was
sent on the 11th June, 1858. Sohagpur was severely gunned
down. Thakur Garul Singh fled away. When British force
came from Mandla, Si‘%ahi Singh handed the garhi over to
them and came back”.
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B Th; ﬂbCﬁﬂn of Rewa State army was on behalf of ()
ritish but the secret message was already sent from

Mﬂhﬁl‘ﬂja of Rewa to th
e s . |
message was: rebels of Sohagpur to be alert. T

AT # $ier anga 2
T Bz d, ven & o

The British army is reaching;
leave the garfii, £0 to the mountains.

Rebellion in Nagod, Maihar and Bijairaghogarh

r‘-:“v;(tr h?;.re{:[;;a rnt about the rebellion in Rewa State but this i
all. er states of Baghelkhand ]

: : © s ’ to s o 11
contribution to the freedom struggle. v made el ]

Nagod

On the eve of the reBellion, Nagod was under Britich
control. The ruler received the honorarium from N d
Treasury. e
25;{1 h}: rebellion started from the prison at Nagod. On
une, 1857 sixty prisoners, with tl f 3
broke the doors and came §s g taly
: S @ out of the prison. From there
ttht_ g' rnarchn_zd towards the residence of the British ufﬁci 5
l‘c-d_um thellr bungalows but they could not do so, as the
dr'ld ian m]dler:_;, from whom they expected to get H;r: i‘lﬂ'l )
1‘ not come torward. On the other hand thefr érre:;ted IF:E
persons and killed them. Thus, the movement '
instantly suppressed. i
wa,:fter a tt’erjv n;}unths, in the middle of September, 1857 it
reported that the Danapur insur moving)

; gents were m

Ewards Nagod. At that time the 50th Native lrtf.:‘:'tlr;zlrr'.;.i?E
ME' 14th Irregular cavalry was headquartered at Nagod
]n?;m; Hampton was the Commander of 50th Nativé‘l-
. n Jy. C.R. C{:-‘Ies was the Superintendent of the affairs {)f-;
agod and Major Ellis was the Asstt. Political Agent,

Nagod. Coles alert
to leave Nagod. ried all the European officers to be ready
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(In the 16th September, 1857, the soldiers of 50th Native
infantry at Rambagh cantonment of Nagod rebelled. The
wbels included 3 Subedars, 3 Jamadars, 24 Havaldars and 45
Soldiers, They burnt the records, plundered the
cantonment and looted the Treasury. On the 17th Sept.
100 rebel soldiers of Danapur came to Nagod and looted
Nogod and the properties of British Officers. Major Ellis
had already left Nagod on the 16th. A few loyal soldiers
lwlped the British officers and their families.

“Raghuvendra Singh (1831-1874), the then Ruler of
Nagod, remained loyal to the British and tried to help his
best. But he could not face the rebels on account of lack of
funds, ammunitions and snlqdiem. Later he was rewarded
for his loyalty to the British”. >

Maihar and Bijairaghogarh

Soon after, the rebellion spread to Maihar also.”Earlier
Maihar was a part of Rewa state but later on it became a
wparate sta te”.* After the death of Durjan Singh Maihar
State was divided between his two sons—Bishun Singh
and Pragdas—one having Maihar District, and the other
Bijairaghogarh. Sarju Prasad, son of Pragdas, was a boy of
sixteen years and Raghuvir Singh, grandson of Bishun
Singh was seven years old. Both the states were under the
("ourt of Wards. Towards the end of October, 1857, young
Sarju Prasad killed Mir Sabit Ali, the Tehsildar and blocked
the Great Decean Road for dawk and traffic. The
Pijairaghogarh rebels remained in great force and completely
cut off the direct communication between north west and
(alcutta and Bombay. “In a letter dated 21 March 1858 Sarju
I'rasad, Raja of Bijairaghogarh requested Tatya Tope to attack
I'anna. He wrote a similar letter to Punjab Singh, chief rebel

leader of Rewa State”.
In Maihar State the rebels were led by Nepal Singh of

Kanchanpur and Gopal Das of Chaura, relatives of the
child Raja of Maihar.

The movement in Bijairaghogarh and Maihar was so
fierce that the British found it difficult to control and
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'?E}?:?:Ed' 1If!a ghuraj Singh, the Maha; aja of Re
DESthl]::;fLIh of Rewa state in the cununandwa faf v
Prasad w]'.'u. ‘Pande fully suprressed the rr—:v“{ y
g qud: 5 h;ntgnceﬂ to life imprisonment but hD -
* " i ered a nut disciica - 1 & eseamnd
suicide (1865). isguised as a fagir, and later di'::i'. Y
Nepal Singh, Gopaldas i

f ik ’ paldas and Da}ra REI:I']‘E e
'Er‘: -,fqum]imn't persons who had to meertg:;:f-a“} were,
£ ari —Ma;haf’ written by Munnalal give - M,a -
e movement in Maihar and neighbnurings : de“’a?

reas’,

Other States and Jagirs of Baghelkhand

The small states and Jagirs o
f B
_[S:;:;v?i .( ]B;'; ra :;ndha_{l’a l'ha? kachhar],afal;zlﬁ?lg; Kt &
ooy I;a e their own contributions to the 4 W
i 'Iat the rebels got the supply of fmmdnﬂvm .
o 1\:{3‘112} : Eomlthe markets of most of these usnh'-lff 3
Phecinsa, r]n ok ?tha_ and“ the Jagirdar of Jaso he ztrl,:i
i c: t'ljme. The re i;;-n was alive duf:e e
ekt inalﬁm ence, 1857.” Ranmat Singh ]:flg l
e gh f gto the village Mankahri of Kothg E
i % 0 hag-:vatpur (Baraundha State) lsmt&'
ool ritish, while Dalgarjan Singh and An?b(:ﬂ :
e W{g} (Baraundha state) rose as pmnu'neni} ndhya.
bl PII ; othenf assembled at Pindra to ch l].EbEls'
iyl rehéi~ I‘In ra which developed as the meeﬁna : o
Sl Bmi:; ! ad to suffer a lot due to repression, | 8 plag
o Rt b, whereby the property was looted e
. : urnt. Rangoo Singh and Mahi o the
T]-?: I;]EII‘EI-_]EI were hanged to death pat Singh o8
agirdar of Jaso Maharaj I'.'{uma i
ﬂi;f ;dst:nfl??t against the Brih‘s}{ and wr::nttis: ‘;;rl e
! L vat 1914, to Thakur Ranmat Sin h whw
e]?hszge ﬂ'l}'{;ug Lal Horil Singh. St sentoly
special issue of Desh
?:de Puhldished on the evln'_:an:i"l m{hia msg*ﬂldﬂﬂihm? qugw,?
meﬂﬂ;%beafsanmﬁduwﬁﬂm by Sudama Sharg z
p History of martyrdom in Vindhya mu]:ji un;j |:
no

-

wiitten in the books.” In this
Vivid description of the atrocities cot
Jft innocent people and the sacrifices
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article the writer has given a
mmitted by the British
made by the jagirdars
e well as the common man in the smaller states and Jagris of
Vindhya region during the first War of Independence.

[labhaura

Ihe Paipakhar Jagir of Da
was there that secret act
0ing on during the revolt of 1857

| andlord of the Jagir, at that time,
furefathers of Ranjit Rai Dixit came to Rewa State in 1470

Vikrami Samwat from Pratapgarh (U.P.) and were given the
| ookh llaga (Near Sitalha) by the then ruler of the state.
““I'he ruler Bhairav Dev had great regards for Brahmins. He
gave support to several Brahamins and granted land to
them in his state” 23 Later on they were shifted tc Dabhaura
and were granted the territory of Dabhaura as Paipakhar.
As the British army often moved from the cantonment at
Handa to Allahabad, Ranjit Rai Dixit felt the danger for the
roason that Dabaura is near Allahabad. He, therefore,

wanted to check the movement of the army, somehow.
He had formed a team consisting of the following:

bhaura needs special mention. It
ivities against the British were
and even prior to it. The
was Ranijit Rai Dixit. The

(a) Chaudhri Matiganjan Singh of Silaunta (Distt.
Banda) U.P.

(b) Bara Hanuman and Chota Hanuman of village
Charka-Marka near village Kauraun (Disit
Allahabad) U.P.

They had 300 persons with them.

(c) Thakur Sangram Singh of village Ram Garhwa near
Patehra (Thesii Sirmaur) Distt. Rewa.
(d) and a few others.
The rebels of 1857 used to take refuge in the gqarhi (small
fort) at Dabhaura and on the invitation of Ranijit Rai, Babu
Kunwar Singh, the rebel leader of Bihar, too, visited the

place.
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The British had no know

:2@ an ipj:ident they camcct': E:iﬁi :?3“:*;:;5{1‘;‘9 e
nmﬂg:;:m? ;:l’l'ﬂ}" was seen at Lauri, a village nefrby
o RL; 't [.; si}idjers was about 15 only but the infonn;ara? ¢
S u: : iXit gave the wrong information about (i
e im. Since the rebels were hid ing in the garhi g
at time, P'!E}" thought that the British army had co gf a
.;ttla-:.k. ‘mtll'tnut any delay they themselves attan}-;e
k;fSh contingent and killed the soldiers. Thus i: Ifjc
mb;;;n {tg the British that Dabhaura was the fﬂdfng pla
50 :;rm :'iquI.IEﬂﬂj.", after some time, with the help of R '.
sty ‘}., an attack was made on Dabhaura, Ranjit Rai Dixj
oo W‘u;_ army in the front side and asked Ranmat Singlh
r as hiding there at that time, to go away b 4
oor. b
2 j?: ;I;TL[ ;ﬁ}fﬂ}fud garhi was completely destroyed in

g € ground flour, left in dialapidated conditi
i f_ars; fh#r-_ marks of bullets on the walls, -
By ;;-iie tight took place between the rebels and the
o ' :; ];»:t the agricultural field which was later named
g people as Mur-Kata and M ur-phora, which means
place u:here heads were cut and heads we b el
The habitation near Dabhaura called Topaiu iqmthen;::crg

where the British h ; :
artillery. 1 ad their (Tophkana) ie. guns and

Findings

1 i

;Iriﬂrsxz!;r t;fr:.’SBSrI;':nhE}agdi?e!khand. though different
ish In 3 iti

was insPitred by the cnmrgg;izﬁ.:s :!rz-Lalt-:f {l:‘m:j lfmﬂ:‘ie
from British dominance. i

2. The Brlt_fSE'I exercised strong hold over Maharaia
Raghuta} singh, who was the ruler of Rewa, d e
Ehe Eﬂermd of revolt, that is why the wave of r:?b:ﬂ.;gﬁ'
:;:: ; hnult spread all over the state, still the effect of
i L;"I'Jf g;:-mg on at important centrez;—mansi-..
— gong, Sagar, Banda, Allahabad and Mirza u:tl
ituated all around Rewa, was folt here too. .
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| In spite of the fact that the Maharaja of Rewa was
secretly in touch with the rebel leaders, he could not
b of much help to them, as he kept the interest of his
state in view.
| The rebel leaders of Baghelkhand, numbering a few,
had their own army and followers, who came from
every class of society and were united for the
common cause without any discrimination of caste,
creed or religion. There was complete communal
harmony against the common enemy.
The letters of Thakur Ranmat Singh and other
Baghela rebel leaders written to Tatya Tope indicate
that they had the link out of the state also. 1t is clear
that they co-operated with the rebels of other areas.
(. The British found it difficult in Baghelkahand to
crush the revolt only by force, so they adopted tact
and secret methods, which paved the way to their

SUCCEss.

An Assessment of the Revolt in Vindhya Region

We should feel proud of the Nation's past and revere the
ypirit which imbued the lovers of the country including
Vindhya region to sacrifice their lives for the noble cause.

I'he revolt strained British rule to the utmost and it was
ultimately suppressed with Indian help”.zg In all parts of
India the rebels were crushed with great ruthlessness and a
reign of terror was let loose upon unarmed people. “It is a
matter for shame .that the revolt should have been
suppressed with such indiscriminate femcil}'".‘m Like other
parts of India, in the Princely States of Vindhya Pradesh
too, the rebels were either forced to surrender or they had
1o meet death.

Ihe British succeded, not because they were strong.
Ihey succeded because they were united. Just opposite was
e case with the Indians, who could not unite for the
cammon cause. M.B. Chande in his book. ‘A Concise
Incyclopaedia of Indian History’ while discussing the
causes of Failure of Revolt concludes, “Throughout the
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whole History of British conquest, we hardly come ac ot
Britons who betrayed the national interests of British |
India, in contrast to hundreds of Indians, Princes, General
and merchants, who went over to the British and assis
them to dominate India. And this is the most resounding
reason_for the failure of the War of Independence ¢
1857 31 Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, in his foreward
Surendra Nath Sen’s “Eighteen Fifty Seven’ has pointed ou
to this shortcoming when he writes. “As I read about thi
events of 1857  am forced to the sad conclusion that Indian
national character had sunk very low. ............ In fact these
personal jealousies ‘and intrigues were largely responsiblg
for the Indian defeat” 3 !
The present generation of erstwhile Vindhya Pradesh i
highly proud of its patriots, who, inspite of comple
princely order under British supremacy, mustered courage
to revolt against the Foreign Rule at the cost of their lives;
They, not only created an anti-British atmosphere in the

region, but also gave support to the movement going on in
the neighbouring states.
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CHAPTER FOUR

?Fhe Qeginm’ng of Political Awakening
in Vindhya Pradesh

The First War of Ind
supsed oty e ependence had been brutally

: ' spirit of Freedom was alive 1
::h;ﬂ;;dmm form like a spark, which turned into fll;‘:' R
€ air was available to it but all this wﬁ

;ﬂtﬂbanseatefo:r:lej t:‘iven';_i.ght. It took years of workmanship

: :

o phere and to develop the mental
The first phase of liberati

i _ ation—the revolt :

;?:;HY wnlfznt while the second phase that of gin: 35;5“’35-'-

non-violent. In Vindhya Pradesh, no activil?;s w:::-

giﬂilj;e; ej:ée; ;i;eﬂf:ggtrﬁﬂjﬂn of the revolt of 1857 HIl the
. century, pa i
were princely states, and par’rlj,F o pmeiaodbls,

¥
education was very low. i i e

ml::‘:"lth the F:irth uf Indian National Congress the national
3 a};ﬁ:ntﬂm chnhsh India got a momentum and with

a Gandhi ing i iti
sl coming into the political scene it got a
m(ﬂ';emf’ress, the advancement of education, the Con ress
ent and the Revolutionary movement of Bﬁtish

India contributed
; d gradually to th . NP
the princely states of Viﬁdhia Pra:ii- sFl:fthal awakening in
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Ihe Press

[l Press is a responsible part of the society and its role is
I keep the people well informed on all aspects of country’s
life. “1t plays an important role in moulding public opinion
and can.be an instrument of social change”.i Sir.
lampfylde Fuller, while discussing the Indian Press has
jemarked, “News flies across India with extraordinary
papidity”.

I'he first news paper in India, the Bengal Gazette, was
published in 1780 at Serampore by one James Augustus
Hicky and was mainly devoted to attacks on the private
lives of the servants of the East India Company. Repressive
measures were undertaken by the Government to stifle the
Press and Hicky was subjected to oppression. More weekly
newspapers came up within a few years but all had to face
strong censorship. Acts were made from time to time to
control them.

In Vindhya Pradesh the first weekly newspaper
Iharat-Bhrata (The Brother of India) was published at
lewa by Lal Baldeo Singh, of Deorajnagar, (Rewa State) on
the 1st April, 1887, just thirty years after the first war of
Independence and two years after the birth of Indian
National Congress. Lal Baldeo Singh, the Manager and
I:ditor of ‘Bharat-Bhrata’ was also the Commander in Chief
of Rewa state. He got his education in Calcutta and was the
first candidate of Rewa to have passed the Matriculation
| xamination from Calcutta. The culture of that place
infused a new spirit in him and inspite of the fact that he
was brought up in feudal order, he came out as a man of
[rrogressive views.

‘Bharat-Bhrata’ was a complete paper having its main
(eatures as—Editorial, News, Comments, Current National
and International Affairs, Literary Articles, Advertisement,
and Letters to the Editor efc. It was noted for its keen
interest in the expansion of education and economic
development of Rewa state. It tried to bring an awakening
in the people through journalism and gave prime place to
political affairs. In an article ‘Journalism in Madhya
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Pradesh’. Vijai Dutt Shridhar writes, “Bharat-Bhrata
suppm;cd t{}hb{- the first political paper in Hindi”.® A fay
examples, which throw light on the nat o P
b g ature of the Paper af
Issnies
Hth March, 1892
Ist April, 1892
15th April, 1892

Topics

Defects in National Congress,
Farsightedness of Mr. Hume.
Babu Gan;_‘_.s Pd. Verma, an Editor sl
Advocate—fined Rs. 100, Critical Comments,
Munshi Awadh Bihari Lal,
cruelty.

Dada Bhai Naoroji elected Member of Brifig

Farliament on the 6th Julyv. Will e gl
Indians? ] V. Will he be of hEIP i

fa)
th
{c!

fe) 15th fuly, 1892

a Congressite Fcin)

fe) 2Ind July, 1842

ifr 12 2 i
f} 12th Aug., 1802 Canada is enjoying Freedom, Indians have nol
o signed that they should be deprived of Freedom,

1 25th June, 1895 Views of Mrs. Annie Besant on political mztte..

Criticism of Autocracy, -
;;.‘,-; ::ih Aprfl. 1895 Import of British Goods in India.

i th April, 1895 Su;ﬁaﬁstmn—fndinnﬁ should produce their ow
goods. Fulfil their ‘wants throye ]
goics rough  sell-mady

) 23rd Aug., 1895 Improvement in the condition of prisoners.

Facilities to be provided. Amend I
it ol nament of Prison

The Paper continued for 15
: years and highlighted the
f:ﬂmblema and the grievances of the penpfegin ?nmderal‘:
]iuzfuagfa, H}us, §EIPEd in arousing national CONsciousness,
as circulated n ¢ withi 3
sl ot only within the state but also out of
After a gap of about 8 years
_ : years, another weekly new
Shnf{h Chmffrk was published at Rewa in the vgar 19?53513‘
F{)r:hnued tIl 1918, It was primarily a literary paper but it
:::Iudc;q currezt news also. Apart from literary problems
4150 discussed social problems in its special ic :
! s pecial issues on the
S; fvfcfeﬂgfpawalf and Janmashtmi. “Shubh Chintak did the
: Arous iti lous :
kil ousing political consciousness by means of
“In most of the states of B
) undelkhand regi '
Vindhya Pradesh) even the reading of newspag_::'nu::;}:
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When as revolt against the ruling power, what to say of
publishing the newspaper. A confidential list of the
sibmeribers and readers of newspaper was maintained in
the police stations” "

However, with the passage of time a change was marked.
Veer Singh Dep, Maharaja of Orchha (Tikamgarh), a man of
lterary leanings, put before Pt Banarsidas Chaturvedi, the
e of publishing a magazine and the publication of

Viadlikar', (a fortnightly magazine turned into maonthly later
on) began in 1930 at Tikamgarh with Pt. Banarsi Das
L haturvedi {a man of Gandhian S5chool) as its editor.

Mudhukar was purely a literary magazine and wanted to
bring a cultural revolution in Bundelkhand, that is why it
raised the voice of a separate Bundelkhand unit in a special
wsue aimed at it. [ks aim was not only to create a literary
stmosphere but also to create political awakening in
Bundelkhand for which it worked indirectly by publishing

uich articles, poems, stories and lives of great men as may
be helpful in developing morality, character and national

Consciouness,

We may quote a few examples as follows:
Topics
Poem of Ravindra Nath Tagore—an address to
the motherland,
Maharaj Madhukar Shah—a poem describing
bravery
An article on Freedom.
The goddess of Freedom wants sacrifice.
Poen of Dr. Md. Igbal to awaken the people.

Preachings of Mahavir.

An Article—Police and the public.

Bribery and Reform of the Police.
Editorisl—Had vou been an Administrative
Officer—Stress on Decentralisation of Power
and Mutual Co-operation.

Article—Last days of a few of our Great Men.
Tilak on death bed. His last words were India—
can not be well off unlil Swaraj is achieved.
Swaraj is essential for our very existence

fastivs

I, 1stOct, 15940
1st Ot 1940
Lo 1stOct, 1940

4. 16th Nov,, 1940
:I 16th Mowv., 1940
i 15th Dec., 1940

7. st April, 1941

i 1st Aug, 191
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LAIthmlgh Madlikar  received financial help fro
Tikamgarh State, it was never a Durbari Paper but i

growing interest in political affairs of the cou 3 |
matter disliked by Veer Singh Ju Deo, the ru!r-:: gﬁﬁewa ’
S0 h}g advised Banarsi Das Chaturvedj to suspend thy
publication of the Paper on the plea that the publicatiof
was bringing financial loss, Its publication continued for|
years and it did a great service in the field of literature ang
at the same time in bringing national consciousnest
amongst the people, 1

Maharaja Gglab Singh of Rewa felt the necessity of g
newspaper in the state and sanctioned the year of
Rs. 4,000 for the publication of weekiy 'grnhgh'g?:l‘-lt”
came to light in 1932. The first editor Narsingh Ram
.Shuk_Ia, who was a man of Gandhian school, had the
imprint of his views in the Paper and was also critical of
the administrative set-up of the Maharaja, sometimes. |
It was predominantly a literary paper but at the
time it covered the news relating to Rewa State, the polici o8
and the rule of the Maharaja also. “During 19 yrs. of its
publication, it never published news or comments relating:
to Freedom Movement” .® In its special issues it highl'ight
the news relating to the Maharaja and the royal family. In
later years, when Thakur Arjun Singh became the editor of
Pr_a{c-;rsh, he, being a man of progressive views, tried to
utilise the Paper for bringing social awakening especially in
the field of education and uplift of Hartjans. The
pu&ﬁcatinn of the paper continued till 1949, |

e see thit the newspapers and th i

published in Rewa and Drcflhz were helpﬁi! é?:f}?;nx
:?:_]l-.r:{;g; ;11 creating national consciousness in the public

The English daily newspapers—The Hindustan Times
Lle‘ader_and Amrit Bazar Patrika, published in differen;
cities of India, had wide news coverage and through these
papers the educated class of Vindhya Pradesh could feel
the current of national consciousness flowing all over the
country. Rewa, being near Allahabad, Tikamgarh and
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Lhhatarpur, being near Jhansi, had the advantage of
petting even the unpublished news. The political workers
al Barua Sagar (near Jhansi) maintained a secret office,
ltom where hand-written news-bulletins were sent to the
telghbouring princely states of Bundelkhand through
special messangers, who distributed the papers at night
iid came back to the office in the morning. Thus, the
papers and the news bulletins were instrumental in
creating an atmosphere for political awakening in the state

ol Vindhya Pradesh.

Advancement of Education

I'rior to the formation of Vindhya Pradesh, not much
allention was paid to education in the covenanting states. It
might have been due to limited financial resources of the
slates but at the same time the indifference of the rulers
towards the expansion of education was also responsible
lor this poor state of affairs. Many rulers did not like to
impart much education to the subjects as a matter of policy.
Of course some work was done in the states of Rewa,
Chhatarpur, Tikamgarh, Datia and Panna. The education
upte High School was free and the deserving students
were awarded scholarships also. An initiative to open the
school was taken a bit earlier at Rewa and Chhatarpur, but
there too, the condition was not very satisfactory.

Major D.W.K. Barr, Political Agent Baghelkhand and
Superintendent of Rewa State wrote in the year 1886 that in
the matter of education, Rewa is, I fear, still much behind
other states.”

The first Public school was opened in 1869 during the
rule of Maharaja Raghuraj Singh. “Until 1881, the only
school maintained at the cost of the state was one in the
lown of Rewah. The school was divided into four
departments, viz., English, Persian and Urdu, Sanskrit,
Hindi”.® In 1882-83 Vernacular schools were established at
six of the principal towns of the state and in the following
year Tehsil school were established also at four more

lowns.
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Major Barr optimistically closed his report on educatiof
with the remark that “it is satisfactory to know that a sta
has been made and that Rewah State is prepared
advance the cause of education”.”

The educational expansion took place in the years whid
followed. The High School called Durbar High School wa
raised to the standard of Intermediate in 1935. Later on thi
High school section was separated and the Intermedial
College was raised to Degree College in 1944 and to Pos
Graduate College in 1948. High Schools were opened i
many parts of the state.

At Chhatarpur, the first school opened in the state was @
Urdu Madarsa, started at the capital in 1865 by Col,
Thompson, the then Superintendent of the State. Englisly
teaching was started in the madarsa in the year 1867. In 188]
the madarsa was raised to the status of a Middle School ané
the Middle School was raised to a High School in 1884. I
the year 1935 the Maharaja High School was upgraded fg
Intermediate College, which was further upgraded (o
Degree College in 1949 and to Post Graduate College i
1957 by Govt. of Madhya Pradesh. 4

At the early stage during the princes’ rule the number of
schools and educational institutions was very limited, stll
some preliminary work was done in bringing about the
mental development of the students but, there being no:
facilities for higher education in the state, they could nof
prosecute their studies further. Only well to do class could
afford to send their sons and wards to other educational
centres, where facilities for higher education were
available. The students of Zamindar Class of Rewa Sta &
sought admission at Allahabad, Benares and Lucknow.
They were very much impressed by the thoughts of
Western writers, such as Burke, Herbert Spencer, John
Stuart Mill, Voltaire, Rousseau, Mazzini efc., who wrote
about liberty, equality, nationalism and self determination.
- Thus western education brought about a profound
intellectual transformation and the atmosphere of
noted educational centres infused a new spirit in the
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Shidents, They came back to their home towns as lnve_r:_a of
Weedom and took a lead in bringing about the political
Wwakening in the State, The prominent among t;".em were
L ypt. Awdhesh Pratap Singh, Lal Yadvendra Singh, Dan
Whindur Singh and Shambhu Nath Shukla.

It has got a similarity with our prominent national

uaders who got their education in England, developed
iberal outlook and came back to India with a mind to
iwppose and fight the autocratic rule.

Impact of the Congress Movement of British India
un the Princely States of Vindhya Pradesh

Ihe experience of the Revolt had convinced the British
authorities that the princely states could serve as ‘useftﬂ
ullies and supporters in case of popular opposition or

revolt. It was, therefore, decided to use the ;_:r_incel}r states
u firm props of British rule in India. “The British therefore
upted for policy of preserving the states a:_*ld assuming a
oral responsibility, to IEE actively exe;msed, for their
security and well being”.™ So far the relation of_Lhe British
with the Princely States was concerned the princes were
made to acknowledge Britain as the Paramount Power.

The princes accepted this subordinate position because
{hey were assured of their continued existence as rulers of
their states. Under these circumstances any struggle fc:-r
freedom in the state meant opposing not only the British
rule but also the Prince’s rule, hence the ruler could never
tolerate the Freedom movement to take shape in his state,

Nobody could visualize when Indian National Congress
was born in 1885, that it carried the seeds of Freedom
within itself, therefore, the attitude of the British Gov't. was
quite friendly in the beginning. But, with the passage of
lime, the attitude of the Government became hostile afnd
the authorities began to adopt the measures of repression
and suppression. The Congress ran on an even course
untill the year 1905 but due to the policy adopted E{}r the
Gov't. it had to face a turmoil which led to the formation of
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Nalive States

Mesolved that this Congress earnestly requests all the
Wovercign Princes of India to take immediate steps to
wtablish full Responsible Government in their states”,

“And then Gandhi came.” wrote Pt. Nehru. He In spite of the interest shown by the Congress, its policy
a powerful current of fresh ajr that made us sin Wl non-interference in the matters of Native States
ourselves and take deep breaths P@" “lntinued. However, the impact of the movement of British
freedom took new shape then and acquired a : Indian provinces especially of the neighbouring areas was
content”.!! W elfective that it was difficult to check the rising wave of
The Congress became a dynamic organization uy wilitical awakening in the princely states of Vindhya

_Gm:ndhi’s leadership. He “brought about a complete ‘fadesh,
in Its constitution and made it democratic and a g I'he leaders of Rewa associated themselves with Indian

organisation”, Mational Congress. In due course the Congress Party and

Ever since the birth of Indian National Congres ulher associations were organised in Vindhya Pradesh and
confined its activities to British Indian Provinces only e people participated in various movements in
did not intervene in the affairs of princely states by Qs o, 8 description of which is ‘given in
days rolled on, it assumed wider responsibility, ' proseqaentchuipten.

In matters of national movement Rewa was ahead of
the Princely States of Vindhya Pradesh. Being r
Allahabad, Rewa had the advantage of getting first
information from that town, which was the central meel|
place of the national leaders. In early twenties the Congry
movement had its impact on the princely state of Rewa,

In Oct. 1921 a few persons from Baraundha, a petty
of Baghelkhand went to Allahabad to see the Dussel
festival and got an opportunity to hear the lectures of |
Motilal Nehru and other national leaders. They were
much impressed that on return they formed the Congra
at Baraundha in 1921. 1

After a few years the freedom movement |
Bundelkhand began with the activities in Chhatarpur
Tikamgarh, both being in touch with the movements goif)
on in Jhansi and Lalitpur, the towns of U.P., British Indi;
In its thirty fifth session in Dec, 1920 at Nagpur, when
Indian National Congress declared its object as
attainment of Swaraj by peaceful means, it adopted
following resolution on Native States. |

(a) Extremist block within the Congress; and (b) The |
of revolutionaries in the country at large. !

A compromise between the Moderates and the Extrey
of the Congress could be brought about in 1915 anlf
acquired new force since the coming of Gandhi in 1920, r;

Impact of the Revolutionary Movement of British India
un the Princely States of Vindhya Pradesh

Ihe  Revolutionary Movement of India started in
Maharashtra during the last quarter of the 19th century and
i Bengal, a few years after that. It accentuated after the
partition of Bengal in 1905 and had its effect soon in Punjab
and LLP. It extended its activities beyond the borders of
India also.

I3y its very nature the Movement was secret and adopted
the path of terrorism with a view to striking terror into the
minds of the Ruling Class. Revolutionaries, in general,
belicved that force and violence, murdering of European,
destruction of Gov't. property and looting of Treasuries
vould alone drive the British out of India. Non-violence
was a cowardice to them but their goal was the same as
that of Gandhian Non-Violent Movement.

I'he Movement had its impact on Vindhya region also.
Wewa, which had been the centre of activity during the
tevolt of 1857, again showed the signs of awakening during
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the period of Revolutionary Movement in India. “Th
well-known Revolutionaries—Barindra Ghosh and Sushi
Lahiri established contacts with various persons of thi
region”.'” Revolutionaries used to come from Bengal ani
to meet Captain Awadhesh Pratap Singh, who arranged fal
their stay in the interior villages near Rampur Baghelan, hij
own home town. '

One such person, of the village Khokham Khukhra nea
Teondhari, was Pandit Ram Lalsa, who was paid by Capl
Awadesh Pratap Singh for making arrangement for th
stay of such guests secretly.

“He (Capt. Awadesh Pratap Singh) gave shelter 10
Chandra Shekhar Azad also”.!® 9

The non-cooperation movement, which started In
Baraundha state in 1921, assumed the revolutionary shapg
soon after. A gurukul was established at Pindra in 1929-3(
due to efforts of Raghubans Partap Singh, Chakrapal Singl
and Kunwar Rajendra Singh. “In the Gurukul the
Revolutionaries from Uttar Pradesh and Punjab used to take
shelter”.'® “The British Govt. soon forced Gaya Prashad
Singh, the ruler of Baraundha to declare the ‘Gurukul’, &
political institution and to stop its functioning".” As a
result, Gyan Chand and Urmila Devi, the founders of
‘Gurukul’ were arrested and sent to Nagod Jail and the
institution was closed in May, 1930. Much resentme; t
prevailed in the public upon the closure of the ‘Gurukul’.

The secret links established in Baghelkhand with
Revolutionaries of other states continued for a few years
but the Revolutionary Movement could not make
headway in this region. In spite of all these contacts ng
revolutionary action came to light but it did give support to
the Revolutionaries of other places.

In Bundelkhand region of Vindhya Pradesh
Revolutionaries did a lot to organise themselves due to the
influence of Chandra Shekhar Azad—his arrival in Jhansi;
his stay in Orchha (Tikamgarh state) and his movement in
a few Bundelkhand States of Vindhya Pradesh bordering
Jhansi District. '
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I the series of revolutionary activities, political murders
and dacoities opening in the first decade of the 20th
(entury, there was the well known Kakeri Train Dacoity on
August 9, 1925. Government money was looted from a
punning train at Kakori, near Lucknow. Four of the m:_::used
were hanged in 1927 in various jails of U.P.—Rajendra
| ahiri in Gonda, Ram Prasad Bismil in Gnrakh!:-ur,
Ashfaqullah in Faizabad and Roshan Singh in Naini Jail. A
{w others were transported for life, while Chandra
thekhar Azad absconded. N

Sachindra Nath Bakshi had already come to Jhansi in
1924 to organise the revolutionary movement. He put up
with Sathoo Vakil, who directed him to meet Master Rudra
Narain. He was a guest of Master Sahib for a few days after
which he hired a house for him near the house of Hafiz
Noor Tlahi in Mohalla Mukreyana and got a job for him in
the municipality. With a view to end the British Raj, he
began to contact the youth and enroll them in the
revolutionary organization.

Vishwangh réangadhar Vaishampayan, Sadashiv Rao
Malkapurkar and Bhagwandas Mahaur joined hands with
him. Sadashiv Rao Malkapurkar was resident of ﬁ:dor'm:‘{a
Nadipura, Tehsil Rahli, Distt. Sagar and lived mth his
sister Ganga Bai, near Ganesh Mandir and Panchkuiyya,
Ihansi in connection with his education, while Bhagwandas
Mahaur hailed from Chhoti Barauni, Datia and lived with
his maternal uncle, Nathu Ram Mahaur, at Jhansi for
studies. .

Chandra Shekhar Tiwari (Azad) came to meet Sachindra
Nath Bakshi at the end of the year 1924 and also met the
young persons whom Bakshi had prepared for
revolutionary work during his one year’s stay at Jhansi. He
went back after a few days and came to Jhansi again as an
\bsconder of Kakori Train Dacoity case. In the meantime
Gachindra Nath Bakshi was sentenced to 20 years
imprisonment and sent to Andaman ]ail,r ‘

Azad put up with Master Rudra Narain Singh (Kayastha
by caste), who originally hailed from Shahjahanpur and
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had settled at Jhansi. He

served as a teacher in Sarag v
School at one time and

professionally ran a Gymni
Training Centre, through which he secretly organised §
vouth for revﬂ!uﬁunar}r activities. He himself Wi
imprisoned in 1920-21 and again in 1930-31 for anti-B it
activities. Azad lived with his family as a younger brotly
of Master sahib, who shouldered the responsibility §
providing due protection to him. He introduced Azad to

few jagirdars and State Chiefs of Bundelkhand with wh
he had cordial relations,

R.L
House of Master Rudra Narain Singh at Jhansi where
Chandra Shekhar Azad stayed
It was not advisable for h
Jhansi, therefore, after giv
co-workers about future pl
carrying with him a blan

im to remain for longer time a
ing necessary guidance to his
ans he moved towards Orchha,
ket and a gutka of Ramayan, He
began to live in a hut adjacent to Hanumanji temple besides
the Saatar rivulet, about one kilometer away from the
village Dhimarpura (Now Azadpur) near Orchha and told
his name Harishankar Bramhchari to the people. He
begged for food in Dhimarpura and recited Ramayan before
the villagers, He also read Sanskrit Shiokas, which he lea

Tenpie besides the cotiage of Azad at Orchha

Al Benares, where he had gone for education from his
village Bhawra, Tehsil Jhabua, Madhya Pradgsh. i

He received much regards and aﬁec}t;;:di . S
villagers and began to teach primary
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children at his cottage. It was t

; ; 5 thro ildres
';!:;r: parents sent food and milk ltkghhtiifﬁeﬂf:-h:!d ¥

mar, an old man of 93 years, resident of D‘1L I'ndl
i;qnn;f Hanumanji temple, sta’tedhthal f_:rmhl -
hi;efm .i;d a; his cottage from outside andpwentn:ln
ey f;.l alternoon to the cave of Siddhan in the I"'
e hy; where they used to make bombs, Thak fal

gh, the nambardar of the village was so mud:ui‘m v

with Azad th 1 r
iy at he allowed him to use his guns for shox

Govind Singh Tomar who used to attend Azad at Orchh
d

The members of his
: party—Bhai Sa i

Nalkapuriar, Vishwanath Gangadhar Vaishampayan,
B Pd. Agrawal, Bhagwan Das Matfu?
b a Gidhanshewale efc., knew his secret residef
e used to meet him often. Kundanlal js l-ch‘cn.rv.rnmil
s e e i oo
3 ar bank beca : 4
of ﬁvzluhﬂnaq movement of U.P, andn;JEuﬂ?:b?,EH
Fu_n'a?j S{iha.d contacts with Bhagat Singh a}]u:l S‘ukh o0 |
jab, Shiv Verma, Kundan Lal, Vijai Kumar Sin d

Surendra Nath Pandey of U.P. and was busy consolidatiy

1o BEGINNING OF POLITICAL AWARKENING i VINDHYA PRADESH i)

liis organization for which he moved to different cities of
worthern India. When the police was making an enquiry in
\ murder case at Dhimarpura (Now Azadpur) he thought
t fit to shift to Jhansi and began to live there with a motor
JAtiver Ramanand in Mohalla Nai Basti. He began to work in
4 motor company, where he learnt motor driving. He met
{le Congress leaders of Jhansi—Sita Ram Bhagwat and
{t V. Dhulekar, who helped him to their best. He met A.R.
Kher also.

The Revolutionaries had a bomb factory in Mohalla
Janakganj, Lashkar (Gwalior), where Gajanan Poddar, a
student of BSc. Final lived. Azad, Mahaur and
Malkapurkar fled away to Gwalior to save themselves from
the pressure of Jhansi police and busied themselves in
making bombs. Here Mahaur and Malkapurkar came in
{ouch with top-ranking leaders of the Revolutionary Party.

Mahaur, having been deputed by Azad, to organise the
Revolutionary Party at Gwalior in 1928, began to live in the
Victoria College Hostel, as a student of B.A. and discharge
his duties secretly. “He hired a house in Chandra badni
yaaka where revolutionery activities were conducted. The

5tatue of Bhagwan Das Mahaur in front of Bundelkhand College, Jhansi.
Mahaur (resident of Datia) was a member of Revolutionary Party of Azad
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ally they were caught there and put
D'n suépiciun a search was mi:idl:* at
and few bombs were found
em tried

i Nagpur but incident
up in the jail at Jalgaon. ]
thusawal whereby a revalver
:n :;:1- suitcase. Mahaur fired a shot and both of th

o run away but the barbed wire fencing pl_rnve:i;:tt;d::ith

Raghunath Vinayak, Advocate of Jhansi, ass Ot e
ihe freedom movement pleaded their case.m i
gourse of trial in 1929 at Jalgaon, they cillmir sl
Phanindra Nath Ghosh and Jai Gopal, w G(‘_;th R
in the Lahore case, would be produced ;5 : thg:rn gt
here too, therefore they plarlmed to shoo s
ypot—the court room of the judge. A sec_ref_ D
mluul to Azad and a revolver hidden in a tiffin box

practice of shooting exercises was made in the hills behind
Mandre ki Mata.! “Among the revolutionaries, who
enrolled in Gwalior, Dandpani Tailang and Gajanand
Sadashiv Poddar were prominent’” 2

Azad moved in the princely states of Bundelkhand q
Vindhya Pradesh bordering Jhansi and remained there ir
disguise or underground. He held a meeting of hi§
followers in 1926-27 at Pandawa in Panna State attended
also by Ram Sahai Tiwari, a young Congress worker of
Chhatarpur, drifting towards Revolutionary movement,
“"Azad exhorted Ram Sahai Tiwari to collect a large amount
of money for purchasing arms and gather together a group
of at least ten young revolutionaries if any headway was o
be made. A visit to Sevagram and a meeting with Mahatma
Gandhi, however, made Ram Sahai Tiwari, a convert to the
creed of non-violence®,

Azad lived for some time in Datia as a guest of Thakur
Nahar Singh but after some time, when the secret leaked
out, he hid himself in the haweli of Bharatgarh. “The
Revolutionary Party which was organised in Datia with
the inspiration of Azad, inciuded late Radhalal
Chowdhry and late Sadhu Khazanchi as prominent
members. Sadhu Khanzanchi was sentenced to three years
imprisonment in 1937 on the charge of making bombs” 22

Khalak Singh, the Raja of Khaniadhana helped the
Revolutionaries, supplied arms and ammunition to
Chandra Shekhar Azad and gave him shelter in
Bharareshwar Mandir. “Due to his relations with the
revolutionaries Khalak Singh, Maharaja of Khaniadhana
was dethroned and deposed from Khaniadhana by the
British”.2

Bhusawal Bomb Case

Mahaur and Malkapurkar, the two members of the party,
close to Azad, were involved in this case. When Jhansi
police was after revolutionaries, Azad advised them to go
to Poona and be with Jai Deo Kapur, a revolutionary, They
had to change the train at Bhosawal and catch another train

samadhi of Jagrani Devi, mother of Azad al Jhansi
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;}I_.‘J;i:;t;ﬂi;;i nj‘\-i[e I\ka.ras brought to the jail in the night

< e 1 il

Malkapurkar. s Tavther of Gul SR
Luckily the tiffin box

) passed on with ANy ¢ -

:::w:: the headconstable wanted to npenﬂtlil':eagﬁr: }!;Ef b

M;ii;m' }: Musllm_ constable (name not remember‘:éd

Sy purkar now) interfered and said, “What is therd -.

ck in the food"? Thus, the tiffin box -:-::-nt.-ﬂinin;o1 ;

was in the hands of Mah
aur, " -
to shoot the approvers, who was instructed by A%

: 'ﬂ'lanks the stars of the approver
simply injured and was not killed. Ma
21 yrs. of imprisonment and Malka;;
;;imme é*e!_eased in 1938, when the Congress Minis
formed in Bombay under the Act of 1935. KM

v 0;1:;@, Bombay province) honoured them p;uin
e em worked after that, in the Congress party
s casually in the Communist party for some tim
except for the period 194045, when the "o
1m£?_=.uned during world war [1. i
- Ez :ri deat]h of Azad, his mother, Jagrani Devi liv
o mostly Malkapurkar) and on her death in 1981

v es ;.(vere performed by Malkapurkar at Jhansi,

o dp;u ar detached himself from politics in the yg

3 “ egan to serve as a teacher in Saraswati SEQI{ 00

Jaigopal that he W
haur was sentenced
urkar to 15 yrs. TH

A. Sadashiv Rao Makapurkar, i
, member Revoluti ap
B utionary Party, Freedom af
Nazar Md. Qadiri, Vice-President Freedom gfﬂ'htﬂr:qm- 13FH
Jhansi (friend of Malkapurkar) Bich

I
I
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il later in Hafiz Ibrahim High School at Jhansi. He at the

Bie of 93 yrs.
Bapor, Madhya Pradesh.

now lives in his home-town Rehli, Distt.

Mahaur, who had to discontinue his studentship in 1928,

agnin resumed his studies after the Independence of India
i on completion of education got a job in Bundelkhand

Ihogree College, Jhansi, where he served as a Professor of
{indi. He earned good name in the field of literature also
Al continued to do the social service till he breathed his
last on the 12th March, 1979. As a token of honour the
Wudents’ Union of Bundelkhand Degree College, Jhansi,
Inutalled his statue on the college chauraha a few years ago.

(‘handra Shekhar Azad was busy consolidating the
Mindustan Republican Association (Army) founded in Oct.
1024, with a view to organise armed revolution to

sverthrow colonial rule. The young Revolutionaries of
Northern India, influened by the socialistic ideas, changed
he name of the party to the Hindustan Socialist
Jtepublican Association (Army) in Sept. 1928,

Azad, while keeping himself in touch with all the
prominent Revolutionaries and working in disguise or
underground at Jhansi, Orchha, or a few Bundelkhand
states, created an atmosphere congenial to armed action.
fut the British Govt. was hard on the Revolutionary
[ errorists. They were either killed or transported for life to
Andaman or awarded long-term imprisonment in one case
ot the other.

Azad himself met with his end in an open encounter
with the police in Alfred Park, Allahabad, on the 25th
February, 1931 When he was there, waiting for a friend,
lhe police surrounded and attacked him from all sides.
‘Mr. Nott Bomber and_Inspector Bisheshwar Singh of
(' LD. were wounded”.” Azad’s own associate, Veer
Bhadra Tiwari of Orai, Distt. Jalaun, proved a traitor and
informed the police earlier, about the programme of Azad.
I return the British Gov’t. gave due police protection to
Veer Bhadra Tiwari and a Government job to his son.

“Azad proved true to the lines he used to hum often:
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‘Dushman ki goliyon ka samna karenge
Azad rahe hain Azad i rahenge’

He really faced the bull
et 5
could never be caged”, of the enemy and fhﬂ_

Statue of Chandra Shekhar Azad at Crchha

" Abe gartm;fp of students of Govt. High School, Orai, wantee
e eer Bhadra Tiwari but the Headmaster of h
school came to know of their plan and asked the suard; 4
::Eﬂm-ls.le students to withdraw their sons and wgrds -
Fmerécﬂ :qu]‘ Nazar Md. Qadri, at present, Vice Preside ;
i lgh‘rers Association, Jhansi, was a student of thal
ool at the @1&. He, too, had to leave the school .l
the anger of his father. e
Se:hﬁ t};t;sr;art}rrdnm of Azad in 1931 and that of Sur :!
Virh;z;]l 153, the Rev?]utiﬂnary Terrorist movement
re-thjnk}r ame to an end in many provinces of India. Aft
hinking a large number of revolutionaries turned
sm;;gs;;c Idlea or adopted the Gandhian path
evolutionary Terrorists fai . |
not involve the mrgss;:r?'?:ltls tfll:.jega?ne;a;tsee ﬂwey:ﬂull
abiding contribution to the national freedomymg'?m:eﬁ'

i

III;I:
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Ihir deep patriotism, courage and determination, and
Wi of sacrifice stirred the Indian people”™. 9

I he Revolutionary movement, in a few princﬁ-l_!.' states of
Wundelkhand, Vindhya Pradesh, which drew inspiration
from Sachindra Bakshi and Chandra Shekhar Azad,
orpanised itself similar to the neighbouring states and
wide notable contribution in awakening the national
Consciouness and in developing the spirit of sacrifice, for
which the participants and the supporters of the movement
had to pay a heavy price.

he movement waned here too, as it did in the
iighbouring provinges, and many persons moved to the
non-vielent path of Gandhiji, still the indeliable impression
mude by the Revolutionaries in the History of the Freedom
Movement of the region reminds us that the Freedom
“truggle was fought not by non-violence alone but also by
violence, the weapon of Revolutionaries, which indirectly

srved as a supplementary force to the peaceful movement.
Fhe lines of the famous poet Ram Dhari Singh “Dinkar’

helW AT I 99 A
il 9% T P 3E W
fo T e A

'Kalam aaj unki jai bol
jo charh gaye punya vedi par
I iye bina gardan ka mol’

(hwow light on the spirit dominating the lovers of the Nation,
whoopted to kiss the death witha smile.
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I'he Congress and Other Organisations
i Vindhya Pradesh

CONGRESS AS AN ORGANISED PARTY

I'he birth of Indian National Congress was a landmark in
the History of India. It saw the light on the 28th December
|85, in the Hall of the Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit Pathshala,
ombay, with W.C. Banerji as the first President. His name
was proposed by A.O. Hume, seconded by S. Subrahmania
Aivar and supported by K.T. Telang. The objects for which
the Congress was established were defined as the
promotion of personal intimacy and friendship among all
those who were striving for our country’s cause‘in various
parts of the Empire, the eradication of all narrow
prejudices among the lovers of our country and an
authoritative expression of the mature opinions of the
educated classes in India on some of the more important
and pressing social questions of the day’.

A very look at these objects makes one feel that they were
quite modest. Even the founding fathers of the organisation
could not realise that it would emerge so potent a force as to-
shake the foundation of British Empire in India.

The first meeting of the Congress was attended only by
seventy two delegates but gradually the number grew and

the organisation gained strength.

of M.P,, Bhopal, P. 133.
Yashwant Singh Kushwah: Guali iy ki ] I,
P T B 55 walior Rajya ki Azadi ka Sangharsh,
g;%dish Sharan Sharma: India since the advent of the Birtish, I}
wie I
S.Iatj_.-ravmta Ghosh: Indian Struggle for Freedom, P. 53.
Bipin Chandra: India’s Struggle for Independance, P. 259.
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Those days the map of India was ink af
yelIn}v-—denuﬁng Bﬁﬁsh India and ?Ei:::ﬁg InF:il;.alk i
provinces under the direct administration of the B 1
Government in India were known as British India whil i
states un:::h?.r the rule of Rajas, Nawabs and Princes ri i
ca!Ied Princely India, were termed as Indian’s India g
princes were all-in-all in their states and virtuall '
were above law. The words uttered by them had th::;r o
of Law. There was no code of conduct and they were
:f? their territory, still under the Overlordship of Bi":
| rown with assurances of full protection and security. J
arge number of people in the states of Vindhya Pr
ﬂ,ﬁ‘_i m "f"ﬂ'ter states as well, led the life of extrm;rrrie uﬂ orl
living in straw huts or mud-built houses andp i
clay-pots as utensils. o
They were busy struggling for two mea

so much supressed that the?r could not dlrs:a:':agfa:: -..
atmosphere. It was due to poverty, lack of education a y
feuda_l {?rder that no body took the initiative to form af
association aiming at the liberty of the people. How
the advance in the national movement in British Iru:ijz:q_“'r
the increase in the activities of Indian National Con u'-‘.i:
had an inevitable impact on the people of the pri
states of Vindhya Pradesh so much so that I:
Baghelkhand Congress Committee was formed in 1931

BAGHELKHAND CONGRESS COMMITTEE

Eﬂ"ﬁ‘ﬂ.’il'lg Fhe decision of the Nagpur session of
Cﬂﬂgré:ss in 1920, _the Ajmer Provincial Coneress
ulrcnnurtee was organised and it was entrusted with
task of spreading national awakening in the Baghelkhand,
f;ﬂ'm this t;rrtr;; onwards representatives from Baghelkhamih
gion s attending the various i
‘ sessions of the'
E{;J;%ress, This arrangement continued till Karachi &essit::"'
g c;hof the Cﬁﬂgress which was attended by Capt
wa: deis;:;raitap tiu*;gh and Shri Raj Bhan Singh Tiwari. It
. n that session that a separate Con
Committee be organised for Baghelkhand district a]sn,gm'

Jurmed on the 30th May, 1931 at a dharmshala of Kani,
With Lal Yadvendra Singh as President, Kaptan Awadhesh

Pratap

Whanu Singh
Whukla became an important
| smmittee. Other nationalists—Raj Bahadur Singh (of

Nagod), Jugal Kishore and Tara Singh were also present.

W ConGRESS AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS IN VinoHya PRADESH a1

(onsequently Baghelkhand Congress Committee was

Singh of Rampur Baghelan as its Secretary and Raj
Tiwari as Treasurer. Shri Shambhu Math
Member of the Executive

“Ihe Committee had jurisdiction over 34 states of

Jlughelkhand and Bundelkhand”.' “Shri Ram Kumar of

Wowa, donated his whole house to the office (of the

Lommittee). Since then this house is known as Congress

Whawan'’.” Charkha Sangh and Hindustani Seva-dal, were
ulso formed in Rewa. The branch of Hindustani Seva-dal,
ppened at Rewa in 1932, trained 30 volunteers and
arranged its camps in a few Tehsil headquarters later on.
“The newly formed (Baghelkhand Congress) Committee
naugurated its programme by demanding responsible
yovernment in the state. This invited the wrath of Political
Agent, Nowgaon, who arrested Kaptan Awadhesh Pratap
Singh and the aforesaid office bearers on 11 July, 1931. This
clion further stirred the movement, which spread to
Nagod and Satna. The women of Satna played conspicuous
fole in this Movement”> “The leaders of Mahakoshal
oxtended their co-operation and ‘Lok-mat’ (newspaper of
Jabalpur) supported the movement”.' Hundreds of
persons were arrested. Shortly after, Maharaja Gulab
Yingh, who was out of station, came back and released all
political prisoners. Thereafter, for the sake of convenience,
Waghelkhand Congress Committee was attached with the
Mahakoshal Congress Committee. In the year 1940 a desire
was expressed on the part of Baghelkhand states to
wparate from Mahakoshal PCC and unite themselves with
\he UP PCC. As the Mahakoshal PCC had no objection and
{w UP PCC expressed its willingness to incorporate the
ylates in their province, the Congress Working Committee
yanctioned this transfer in July 1940.
“Many branches of Baghelkhand Distt. Committee were
opened in order to make the working convenient”’.” Under
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the rules framed for the purpose, the Committee
sub-divided into nineteen Tehsils, of which ten werg
Rewa State and nine in other States. Provision in the ril
was also made to form Blocks (mandals) with
population of 5,000 each. The mandal representatives wi
required to hold their meetings on every Sunday and
discuss their own problems.

“Capt. Awadhesh Pratap Singh, Pt. Raj Bhan Sif|
Tiwari, Lal Yadvendra Singh, Pt. Shambhu Nath Shul
Lal Dan Bahadur Singh, Lal Dadan Singh and Pt. Narba
Pd. efc. made their own contributions in organisif
Crongress in Rewa and Nagod".®

Pt. Narbada Prasad donated his house to the Tely
Congress Committee of Nagod, which opened its office
it. He had to pay a heavy price for this act and W
harassed very much by the Government.

After some time Baghelkhand Congress Committee !
re-organised as under:

Captain Awadesh Pratap Singh—President
Pt. Raj Bhan Singh Tiwari—Vice President
Lal Dan Bahadur Singh—Vice President
Lal Yadvendra Singh—Secretary

Fateh Bahadur Singh—Secretary

Raj Bahadur Singh—Secretary

Pt. Shambhu Nath Shukla—Member

Pt. Harivansh Prasad—Member

“In place of the above Committee, a Standing Commitié

of 5 members was formed later on, in order to take promj

decisions and to meet the challenges posed by by
movement of 1932. This Committee consisted of LA
Awadesh Pratap Singh, Fateh Bahadur Singh,
Yadvendra Singh, Pt. Rajbhan Singh Tiwari and Kunwal
Bansh Banspati Singh"’.:'r

Like Rewa and Nagod, “Congress Committee was alsl
organised in Satna in the year 1931. The active worken
were—Tripurari Das, Bhuggi Maharaj, Hira Agarwal, Lalli
Marwari, Vishwas Rao Painter, Mangli Halwai, Biha
Agarwal, Krishna Das, Badri Vishal Swarnakar, Hira
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Marwari, Lakkhu Jain, Lachchu Marwari and Nahla Bhatlat
'Y who played important role in the Congress

ovement at Satna and went to jail also. “A Vanar-5Sena

s also formed. Along with other boys the writer
::+I111~.-nnand} ton was in it. The police severely thrashed

ndi nd Bhuggi Maharaj”.
hfi[llr l::witl.;;purtantgﬁurkﬂs. and leaders of Eah::lkhfﬂmij‘
{ongress Committee totalling forty two regresmtatﬁb
stended the Congress Session held at Bombay in 1934. f_;
ppresentatives of all the princely states, who were preﬁ
{here, met in the representative camp under the chmrmanh‘dp
4l Vaman Rao Nayak and decided to form a body, which
Lol attract the attention of the Congress Party !:mfra.rds the
Jntes. It was called Deshi Rajya Praja Pnras.l'fzd within Indmg
National Congress. Lal Awadhesh Pratap Singh (Rewa) anf1
Ui T.S. Gokhle (Indore) were appointed its Secretary an
Juint Secretary respectively.

| Ikamgarh State

‘Aftor coming into close contact with the Congress
-.x-?~||-1lf‘:=r5c§f ]hagnsi, Pt. Lala Ram Bajpai 1aidrthﬁ [ugndahor}
uf the Congress in 1933-3% at Niwari, a vﬂlagj ﬂ-?
[{kamgarh. Bajpai ji went on foot to Lucknow to attend the
DI ress S.‘Euiﬂl"l.i]'llr‘}SEIH. )
| .1‘:hfr5ho5:nﬁng back from Lucknow he took par]:cr in
publicizing national movement. In 1937 peurﬂlil on";
[{kamgarh went to hear Pt ‘jawahar Lal Ne rud:a
Mahrauni (Lalitpur) Distt. Jhansi, where he addressed in
favour of Raghunath Vinayak Dhuigkar: a Congress
candidate in the election for UP. Legistative {ﬁ.s.sen'libl}r,
| 7la Ram Bajpai took part in the election campaign with a
jpw workers of Tikamgarh State. _

In due course of time Bundelkhand Congress committee
was also formed.

Wundelkhand Congress Committee

“Hundelkhand Congress Committee was constituted under
lewa (Baghelkhand) Distt. Congress Committee on
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20.538"" In this committee “Prem Narain Ki
Chaturbhuj Pathak, Lala Ram Bajpai, Laxmi Narain Nai
Madhav Pd. Gupta, Shyam Lal Sahu, Devi Singh Rawlf
many others were made primary members of the Cong
by Capt. Awadhesh Pratap Singh”.'> About 200 pers
became_the members of the Congress in  Tikamy
State”. 1 1

Awakening in Chhatarpur state started with the freed
struggle in the neighbouring Mahoba and Hamir

Districts of U.P. “The boycott of foreign cloth and forg
manufactures had its impact from 1916”." In Novem
1929 when Mahatma Gandhi visited Mahoba for lay
foundation of an orphanage, the youth of Chhatarpur Wi
there for his darshan,

The people of Chhatarpur State took part in varigl

movements but it was after 1939 that the activities o
place under the banner of the Congress, With the formati

of Bundelkhand Congress Committee a fresh wave §

awakening was initiated in Bundelkhand includis

Chhatarpur. Pt. Ram Sahai Tiwari was elected its Preside
at Harpalpur.

ALL INDIA STATES PEOPLE'S CONFERENCE

The advance of the national movement in British India h
an inevitable impact on the people of the states and th
Non-Cooperation movement launched by the Congress |
1920 exercised much influence upon them. States Peopl
Conferences were organised in a few states e.2. Mysorg
Hyderabad and Kathiawar and Praja Mandals were formeg
in Baroda and Indore in 1916 and 1921 respectively.

_ Inspite of the fact that the Congress passed a resolutiof
in 1920 at Nagpur calling upon the princes to grant fu
responsible government in their states, its policy ol
non-interference in the matters of states continued. In view
of the increasing interest of the people of the states towardi
naj:innal movement and the deterrent attitude of thi
Princes towards the role of their subjects, a few pers
assembled in the hall of Servants of India Society, Bombay
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Iy 1926 to think over the problems of the people of the
Males. The prominent among them were Dr. Sumant Mehta
(laroda), Prof. Abhyankar (Sangli), AV. Patwardhan
(I'oona), K.T. Shah and Amrit Lal Seth (Bombay). After
preliminary discussions a temporary committee was
wonstituted, which decided to hold its first session at
Hombay.

When the news was published in the newspapers the
workers of the states felt rejoiced and the states’ people
jesiding in Bombay gave the financial help liberally. ;

Il was convened in a great pandal at Madhav Bagh in
1027, attended by 700 political workers from the states and
presided over by late Diwan Bahadur Shri Ram Chandra
lao, the eminent Liberal leader from Ellore. “The objective
ui the conference was declared to be the demucrat}ig and
{ull responsible government to the states’ people”.” The
ulfect of this conference was twofold—a ray of hope to the
sates’ people and a cause of worry to the autocratic rulers
ol the states.

After its first session, the subsequent sessions of AISPC
svnchronised with those of the Congress. “Gradully, the
41" Conference became an adjunct to the Congress
working in the native states”".

A few Congress leaders like Sardar Patel, Pt. ]awa}'larlgl
Nohru and Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya took keen interest in
il affairs of the states. In 1929, Jawahar Lal Nehru, in his
presidential address to the famous Lahore Congress,
Jdeclared that the Indian states cannot live apart from the
rest of India. In 1935, at its Jabalpur session, the Congress
look a more positive attitude towards the states and said in
i1+ resolution, “’It assures them of its full support in the
struggle for freedom”™. _

The Haripur Congress passed a more em[_;:hat:c
(esolution in 1938 but the Freedom struggle in princely
Jlates could not keep pace with that in the British India on
sccount of the autocratic rule of the princes, who did not
allow autonomy in their states. That is why the Cnngress:
adopted the policy of due cautiousness towards the states

movement.
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All India States Peoples Conference, however, continu
its efforts and got wide support from all important leads
of India. It held its session at Khandwa in 1932 under i}
Presidentship of Govindlal Pitti.

Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru and Sheikh Abdulla were elech
President and Vice-President respectively in the ann
session of All India States Peoples Conference held |
Udaipur on the 31st Dec, 1945 and the 1st January, 1946,
this session the representatives from Madhya Bharat stal
formally elected Madhya Bharat Deshi Rajva Lok Parisha
in which Shri Gopikrishna Vijayvargiya was elect
President while Shri Krishna Kant Vyas, Shri Sita Ram Ja|
and Syed Hamid Ali were elected General Seretaries, |
branch of the Parishad was opened in Rewa also. !

The next session of Madhya Bharat Deshi Rajya Lo
Parishad was held at Shujalpur (Gwalior) on the 20th Fe
1947. Shri  Gopikrishna Vijayvargiva, who was elects
President declared his Executive Committee as follows:'*

Shri Gopikrishna Vijayvargiva President Ujjain

Shri 5ita Ram Jaju General Secretary Neemuch
Shri Syed Hamid Ali General Secretary Indore
Shri Krishna Kant Vyas General Secretary Indore
Shri Chatur Narayan Malviva General Secretary Bhopal
Shri Manohar Singh Mehta General Secretary  Bhopal
Shri Lala Ram Vajpai General Secretary  Tikamgarh

Shri Lila Dhar Joshi Member Shujalpur
5hri Jagannath Pd. Milind Member Lashkar

Shri Ram Sahai Member Bhelsa

Shri Radhe Lal Vyas Member Khachrod
Shri Khan Shakir Ali Khan Member Bhopal

Shri Lal Singh ji Member Bhopal

Shri Sultan Md. Khan Member Sehore _
Shri Radha Vallabh Singapuri  Member MNarshinghgarh
Pt. Kashi Nath Trivedi Member Barwani '
Shri Shivanand Member Satna (Rewa)
Shri Ram Sahai Tiwari Member Tanga

(Chhatarpus J‘.-_.
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It was mentioned that the names of Vice-President and
s 1ld be declared lateron.
1 a‘: t:l:tE:}:T:?::L—apted members was also msu_ed after thgt. {i:
Lantained a few names from the states qf‘-’mdhya ng-eﬁ
gy Shri Prakash Narain {Reu\fa}: 5h1:1 Shyam Lal Sahu
(1 ikamgarh) and Shri Ram Sahai Tiwari [Chhata:;pur}. .
Iy the puliticai resolution adopted by the Cﬂnce?:i;l:m
appeal was made to the people to strengthen the Co
andl to the rulers to accept the rights of the people. '
lefore 15th of August, 1947, there were two mtmz
palitical organizations in India—1. All India States PEPP le’s
Conference (dfEw wiAE T TR WA qﬁ'ﬂE_J_ funchnpmgl
wxclusively in the princely states and, 2. Indian N;t;c:_na
i ongress active in British India but at the same time hav mltg
Is units in some princely states as well. In1a f:ew Pnnceaj,;
Jlules there were the units of l;?th the organizations, as W
> case wi indhya Pradesh. . : _
4 ‘:ftz ;:;l;p\;nderf::e of India it was decided, ina mge;glﬁ
ol both the organizatiﬂns. in Bombay on the 24th a;:j e
April, 1948, that only Indian MNational Cﬂngms.tf would wnﬂf
in the whole country henceforth and tha’!t the m&:{u;m:-;m
{he people, which had hithertg been _f;ated to arts
i ted as Congress Commi i . |
i :Eﬁ]i:]{;ac-mgress (g:ommittee decided that in V}ndh&r.lz
Provincial Congress Committee there 'ra'uulf.fl be, for
lime being, two District Congress Committees: -
|. Bundelkhand District Congress Committee a;mha .
Rewa District Congress Committee. Bundel 't_}_-.na
(ongress Committee would cover 34 si':?tes.cwl
population of 17,49,010, while Rewa District ong::SZ
Committee would comprise of only Rewa State wi R
wpulation of 18,20,455. On the basis of the population an
llhm'c of the principle of equality both thf -:é;:mmil:tees were
piven the right to elect 18 members each”.

STUDENTS ORGANISATIONS

here prevailing in the
Impressed by the general atmosphers :
.Tnlmtry during the decades of thirties and forties, the
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students of Vindhya region formed a few associatiy
which proved very helpful in channeling their energy
towards the freedom movement of the region. A
description of those organisations is given below.

(a) Baghelkhand Students Union

Having received the inspiration from Pt. Har S Al
Sharma (Madhogarh) and Pt. Hari Shankar (Venkat Hij
School, Satna) Shri Shivanand, an enthusiastic youth of 3
organised the first association of the region in 1940 of Safi
with the co-operation of other sincere students.
association was called Baghelkhand Students Union
had Shri Ram Prasad Pandey, as President and Shi
Madhav Prasad Agrawal, as Secretary.

Aimed at developing patriotic feelings and creating
sense of national awakening among the students
extended the support of students to the common cause an

played effective role in furthering the national movem oy
in the region.

{b) Poor Boys Assaociation

Poor Boys Association (Gareeb Vidyarthi Sangh) wal
formed at Rewa in 1944 with a view to organise the
students. The aim was political but it was kept secret ani
was not disclosed to all. Apparantly it was a liters
association for constructive activities and used to arra
literary competitions like debate and poetry in order
create an atmosphere of national awakening among
students.

“A few students—Mohan Singh Karchuli, Ram Prasad’
Singh Baghel and Laxmi Prasad Baghel, who lived in the
house of Harol Narmada Prasad Singh, the reputed
political leader of the region, got the inspiration from him:
and took the initiative to form the association. It was
«ecretly financed by Harol Sahib, '

The association had its office at Jain Dharmshala in
Mohalla Katra, Rewa, with Mohan Singh Karchuli, as it8
President and Shrawan Kumar Bhatt, as its Secretary. Rain
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K helawan, an active member of the association, [;-eslt:iesrf;;::
the village Sonvarsa, Block Rampur Baghelan, '[—]lb ;S
usod to write articles to propagate the activities e
wasociation”’. % The association served as a forerunner

il Students Congress in Baghelkhand.

i) Students Congress, Rewa

[he Students Congress was formed at Rewa m 'i‘:"r‘:iérzl;i
sifice bearers of the Students Congress Committee

[ollows: _
Krishna Pal Singh—TPresident

Onkar Nath Khare—Vice President
Jagdish Pd. Khare—Chief Secretary
Raghvendra Singh Tiwari—Secretary
Ramayan Prasad—>Secretary _ -
]agdis;h Chand Joshi and El_Jr}fa Pratap Singh Tiwarn
‘cre the members of the Committee.
: L'l'h«: Students Congress played praiseworthy role fatr;i
provided active co-operation and strength to the unit o
Congress in the region.
I‘Péiiab Singh, Maharaja of Rewa, who had been '8
out of the state due to certain cha;lgest aEmgsf:liligw,l {:rwa
i f India to be ba
'rmitted by the Government of In
l-.:,La th limitedypﬂwers in 1944. On arnw_ﬁ to Rewa he car:m: :;
know that Sardar Narmada Prasad Singh, an _(Jppn;*:;in
Maharaja, was the guide of Poor Boys i&sfiocaat;?r;}sm ;:;5
, ’ dent leaders
He, therefore, persuaded the stu Be
A;mciatiun thfmlgh Gita Prasad, to leave the Hs?m:i?:;z
and to join Students Congress. They agn?eq to it, :d —
upon the members of the Poor Boys Association joined
Students Congress and the Association lost its identity”.

living

{d) Students Congress, Satna

| ike Rewa the Students Congress was formed at E_:Zmatals{c;
in the year 1945. Mahesh Mishra was ils first President an

Ganga Singh its first Secretary. A list of active workers is as
follows:
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“Sarva Shri Chndra Kant Pandey, Somchand
Ataulla, Swami Prasad Dixit, Guru Dutt Mishra, Brije
Khandelwal, Suresh Chand Jain, Kewal Chand '!'
Shankar Lal Saraf, Sushil Dutt, Ganga Singh (Fig
Secretary) Rajeshwar Prasad Shrivastava, Ganga Prasa
Dwivedi, Mahesh Mishra (First President), Vishwanal
Saraf, Kailash Chand Jain, Gopal Khandelwal, Jaiwey
Singh, Ram Chandra Singh, Krishnapal Singh, Balene
Shekhar Mishra, Ram Gopal Mishra, Rajiv  Lochd
Sadashiv, Purushottam Sharma, Raj Bahadur (Indil
National Army), Sundar Lal, Satya Narain, Banke
Mahendra Singh, Laxmi Chand, Nawal Kishore, Surends
Singh (Indian National Army) Krishna Murari Jaiswal af
Shyam Sundar Shrivastava eic.” 2 |
Of these workers, Chandra Kant Pandey devoted R
whole life to the service of the people and decided to adog
a celibate life style, while Swami Prasad Dixit, inspite of
abject poverty, devoted his life to Vinoba’s mission. Sures
Chand Jain and Som Chand Jain deserve special mention a4
they did the work of the Students Congress with greg
devotion and sincerety. Suresh Chand Jain was also
President of the Students Congress in subsequent years, A
volunteer of R.S.S. beat Suresh Chand Jain and threatened
Shri Shivanand also, due to which, the Students Congress
gained sympathy and support from the people resulting i
the strength of the party. “The Students Congress used l
organise grand processions (juloos) on national festivalk
since 1945,

Shri Shankar Lal Saraf and Shri Guru Dutt Mishra had
the privilege of organising the procession and decorating
the stage. Shri Nasiruddin alias Bachcha and Party, used to
sing the national song” *? ' .

(e} Orchha Students Congress

Kishori Sharan Khare, a student, resident of Karagawan
(Tikamgarh) drew the inspiration of freedom struggle from
a camp organised by the Orchha Seva Sangh at Angarha
(Tikamgarh) during the period from 30th January, 1943 H
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I4th February 1943 and sought the co-operation of Madho
I'l. Dwivedi, a popular student and other senior students
In organising the students forum through the Literary
Association of the school. “Orcha Students Congress was
nrganised in Sawai Mahendra High School, Tikamgarh, in
1945 and inaugurated by the great revolutionary Pt
P'armanand”’.

I'he Students Congress initiated its activities with the

lollowing programme:

(n) The students spoke ‘Jai Hind” in place of ‘Present Sir’
in the roll-call of the class.

(h) The students stopped the traditional prayer sung as
a goodwill to the Emperor of British Bmpire and the
ruler of Orchha State and started prayer (337 9&1) to
God alone.

(¢) The students organised a long procession on the 26th
January, 1946.

I'he ruler of the state felt irritated over the actions of the
students and began to think over the ways and means to be
adopted for stopping their activities. With an excuse of
PPolice- Students clash on the eve of the sports meet on the
|3th April 1946, the ruler’s birth day, the examinations were
postponed and the educational institutions were closed. The
ruler wanted to suppress the students tactfully while they
were ahead with the programme of bringing about public
awareness in the state towards national problems. The
session of Students Congress synchronised with that of
(Orchha Seva Sangh at Niwari from 10th to 12th May, 1946.

In this session the Executive Committee was formed and
Sardar Singh was elected President. It was decided to link
up the Orchha Students Congress with Madhya Bharat
Students Congress after which “Kishori Sharan Khare was
sent to Nagda for getting the training of political
movement. There he was appointed Provincial Secretary of
Madhya Bharat Students Congress™.

In July 1946 when the institution opened, a fee of Rupees

Ihree per student was imposed and nine students were
expelled from the institution. The list is as follow:
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W Students’ Congress, Rewa, namely Jagdish Chand Joshi,
Shrawan Kumar Bhatt, Rangnath Singh, Yamuna Prasad
Shastri, Onkar Nath Khare and Krishna Pal Singh, who
went to attend the session of All India Students’ Congress
I 1946 at Delhi could not remain unaffected by the ideas of
Prakash  Narain, the famous Socialist leader who
augurated the conference.

"There developed two groups (one supported by the
laedars, the other by the Maharaja) in the Students’
Longress Rewa, following the first election of the
uipanisation. Jagdish Khare, the defeated candidate, filed
an vlection petition in the head office of the organization at
lenares. In that connection the students had to go to
Benares and a few students—Shrawan Kumar Bhatt,
Krishna Pal Singh and Jagdish Chand Joshi met Acharya
Norendra Dev also. He advised them not to waste their
lime in the dispute but to form the Socialist Party, since the
Maharaja of Rewa was in their favour. Shrawan Kumar
Hhatt obtained the receipt book for the enrolment of the
members. His group formed the Socialist Party, while the
yroup  of z}ﬁagdish Khare continued in the Student’s
Lungress”.

Names of a few persons, mostly students, who joined the
Socialist Party deserve mention. They are—Shrawan
Kumar Bhatt, Jagdish Chand Joshi, Onkar Nath Khare,
L handra Kishore Tandan, Krishna Pal Singh, Hari
Shankar, Makrand Prasad, Thakur Prasad, Chandra
I'ratap Tiwari, Mathura Prasad Gautam, Sidh Vinayak
Dwivedi, Yamuna Prasad Shastri, Achchuta Nand Misra,
Shiv Kumar Sharma, Ram Kishore Shukla and Laxman
Hingh Tiwari.

A prominent and dashing student-leader, Shri Niwas
lwari, too, joined the party along with his followers and
began to make a significant headway in it.

The Rewa State unit of the Socialist Party was affiliated
lo LLP. Socialist Party and Mohan Lal Gautam, the Socialist
leader came to inaugurate it in 1947. The Socialist Party of
Kewa opened its office in the front room of the house of Pt.

1. Kishori Sharan Khare, 2. Amar Singh, 3. Hari Shanl
Baraunia, 4. Dwarika Prasad Gupta, 5. Saligram Sharma,
Bala Prasad Mishra, 7. Nageshwar Singh, 8. Kashi Pras
Nayak, 9. Braj Gopal Khare. .

After some time the students launched an agitation an
observed complete hartal due to which Sardar Sing
President, and Kishori Sharan, Secretary of Studen
Congress were sent to jail following a suit against them Iy
it aggravated the problem even more. It was after ||
mediation of Shri Chaturbhuj Pathak and Shri Prem
Khare that they were released from jail and the orde
issued for the expulsion of various students and
imposition of fee were cancelled. 9

In due course of time Orchha Students Congress form
Bundelkhand Students Organization, through which'
large area was covered.

(f) Congress Socialist Party

Some Congress Partymen started receiving impressions frop
Socialism so much so that the Socialistic ideas came up |
Gaya in December, 1922, in the Congress Session presidi
over by CR. Das after he was released from the prisan
Resolutions were proposed for the abolition of landlord
State control of big industries and worker’s committees efe
When, in 1934, the Congress Socialist Party was set up, it gaw
anew tone to the Freedom Struggle. |

Acharya Narendra Dev, (Principal Kashi Vidhyapith)
presiding over the Gujrat Congress Socialist Confereng
held at Ahmedabad, said, A new Orientation of Pﬂfé\g}(
the Congress is much needed at the present juncture” 2>

The Congress Socialists stressed that more acti “
participation of the labour and the farmer was required in
the national movement. They were of the view :
freedom from Imperialistic domination was a part of the
Socialistic movement. i

The students of Baghlkhand were in touch with t
wave of Socialism in the Congress and felt inspired by the
progressive views of Socialist leaders. The representatives
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Shambhu Nath Shukla. This party played effective rol
the freedom movement of the region as well as in |
politics of Rewa State. }

ORCHHA SEVA SANGH

On 1642 Sarva Shri Lala Ram Bajpai, Prem Nat
Chaturbhuj Pathak and Shyam Lal Sahu, the political
social workers met the Maharaja of Orchha and submith
a memorandum, in reply of which the Maharaja express
his inability on political grounds, to grant citizen’s rigl
demanded by the Congress. He advised them to form oy
institution as Orchha Seva Sangh and work through it
the formation of Bundelkhand province as well as for
language and culture.

They wrote to various Congress Committees |f
guidance and received the reply as under: '

I'roceedings relating to the formation of Orchha Seva
Sangh as well as Bundelkhand Seva Sangh were reported
lu the Maharaja of Orchha, who on 26.7.42, gave his formal
approval of forming Orchha Seva Sangh.

A shed was constructed in Devendrapura, near Niwari,
for the office of the Sangh and an ashram was also
constructed for the stay of freedom fighters.

A Service Training Camp was organised under the
auspices of Orchha Seva Sangh at Angarha (Tikamgarh)
from 30.1.43 to 13.2.43 and was attended by 56 volunteers
(%] gents, 4 ladies) from Orchha, Chhatarpur, Alipura and
|hansi. The Maharaja of Orchha, himself, addressed the
volunteers and gave his plea for the formation of a
Iindelkhand province and appealed to them to work for
It. All the persons who were interested in the formation of
Bundelkhand province assembled at Tikamgarh in
November, 1943 and formed Bundelkhand Seva Sangh.

The first annual session of Orchha Seva Sangh was held
al Baragaon from 4th to 6th March 1944 under the
I'tesidentship of Shyam Lal Sahu and many resclutions
were passed. One resolution urging the ruler for giving
political education to the public and for introducing
political reform was also passed.

The second annual session which was held from 26th to
28th March 1945, at Jatara, expressed full confidence in the
lvadership of Mahatma Gandhi and decided to request the
Maharaja to run the State Government on democratic
principles.

“Four delegates of Orchha Seva Sangh participated in
the session of All India States Peoples Conference at
Udaipur from 31.12.45 to 3.1.46. Orchha Seva Sangh was
affiliated to Madhya Bharat States Peoples Conference and
I'l. Lala Ram Bajpai was appointed Regional Secretary to
form the organisation in Bundelkhand States™.

The State objected to the affiliation of Orchha Seva
Sangh to the States Peoples’ Conference and its increasing
involvement in politics. Obstacles were created in its third
session scheduled to be held at Niwari from 10th to 12th

Congress Committee, Indore, Dt. 26.6.42:

“The Congress should confine itself to constructive
work in the princely states. It should use the platform
of Praja Mandal or Praja Parishad for political

i ?
work”.

Baghelkhand District Congress Committee, Rewa, I
24.6.42: -

“Should decide according to the principles of the
Congress keeping in view the conditions prevailing
there on the s[:hut”.zs 1
U.P. Congress Committee, Lucknow, Dt. 10.7.42:
Subject-Citizens’ freedom and constructive work

“Orchha Seva Sangh can be formed for the alzﬁgve
work but the Congress Committee must be there”.™

On 19.7.42 a meeting of Congress workers presided by
Chaturbhuj Pathak was held in Sawai Mahendra _'
School, Tikamgarh, to discuss the constitution of Orch
Seva Sangh, which was aimed at constructive worh
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May, 1946 but it was successfully completed undey
Presidentship of Pt. Lala Ram Bajpai. It demanded
establishment of Full Responsible Government in.
Princely States at the earliest. It also chalked out a plan
the formation of Bundelkhand province, '

The fourth session of Orchha Seva Sangh held
Tikamgarh on the 15th and 16th May, 1947 threw light
the non fulfilment of the promises made by the or
1942 for administrative reforms. It decided to make
organisation strong. A ten-day training camp of voluntg
was organised at Tahrauli in the month of October 1946

Ettorts were made to dissuade the Sangh from ak
part in politics but to no use. The formation of Reactions
Parties and Organisations e.g. Rajput Seva Singh, Ry
Rajya Parishad, Bajrang Dal and Bhapara Dal etc.,
encouraged by the State. Their object was to uppt;ﬁ“
Orchha Seva Sangh but the Sangh did not stop its activi i
Ultimately the ruler had to accede to its demands.

PRAJA MANDAL
A description of Praja Mandal is given in the next chaptef
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CHAPTER SIX

Praja Mandal

The birth of All India States Peoples’ Conference in 19 7
Bombay paved the way for the formation of Lok Parish
and Praja Mandals in the Princely States of India. Madh
Bharat Deshi Rajya Lok Parishad was formally constitut

on the eve of the annual session of AISPC held at Udaip '
in 1945, |

Formation of Praja Mandals in various
States of Vindhya Pradesh

REWA Efforts were now made for the formation of Pi
Mandal in Rewa State. ““With that aim in view Triyamb
Sadashiv Gokhle (Member Madhya Bharat Deshi Rajy
Lok Parishad) came to Satna from Gwalior on the 29th Ma
1946 and stayed with Janki Nath Raina at Satna. Mr. & Mr
Raina were the workers of Harijan Sewak Sangh",] !
belonged to the Gandhian School and were fully deve ¢
to the service of Harijans.
““Gokhle talked to Shivanand ji (later on Freedom Fighte
Speaker Vindhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha and author ¢
many books) in connection with the formation of P
Mandal and invited him to attend the session of Genery
Council of All India States Peoples’ Conference sched g
to be held on the 6th June, 1946 in Delhi. Shivana
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wonversed in detail, with Shri Gopi Krishna Vijaivargiya
\nl Shri T.S. Gokhle relating to the Praja Mandal on the 8th
June, 1946 in Delhi. On the 10th June, 1946 Shri Jai Narayan
Vyas, General Secretary, All India States Peoples’
{‘imference authorised Shri Gopikrishna Vijaivargiya to
wtablish Praja Mandal in Baghelkhand States™.

On the 20th June, 1946 Gopikrishna Vijaivargiya came to
faina and stayed with Janki Nath Raina. On the 21st June,
1046 he addressed a public meeting and threw light on the
importance of Praja Mandal. It was presided by Shivanand
andl attended by about 60 members, a number less than the
number of police constables on the spot. On the 22nd June
b toured Kothi State on the horse, since the roads were
muddy. He contacted the workers of Maihar and Nagod
also.

On the 25th June, 1946 he held a meeting of a limited
umber of workers under the Presidentship of Shivanand,
formed an Organisation Committee and appointed Satya
v, as Organiser of Rewa on the suggestion of Shivanand.
[he members of the Organisation Committee were as
follows:

Garva Shri 1. Prakash Narayan Khare, Rewa. 2. Ram

ihadra Gaur, Rewa. 3. Ganpat Prasad Marwari alias Lallaji,
Gatna. 4. Shivanand, Satna. 5. Bhagwandas Sapharia, Satna.
(, Bhairavdin Mishra, Teonthar. 7 Chinta Mani Shukla,
(conthar. 8. Baijnath Dube, Deosar. 9. Bisahulal Sarraf,
hahdol. 10. Dwarika Prasad, Gopad Banas. 11
Jagmohanlal Nigam, Rewa. 12. Tej Pratap Singh, Sirmaur.
|3, Sita Prasad, Rewa.

Due to fear of police and jail the number of workers was
(uite limited those days, still those who took part were
\mbued with the spirit of sacrifice and devotion to the
cause of Freedom. Praja Mandal movement, soon, had its
headway and the middle class especially lower middle
“lass came forward to join it. Those who were not happy
with the Congress leadership of Rewa also joined it.

The Congress got wholehearted co-operation of its
supporters, who suffered physically and materially in the
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years 1931 and 1932, soon after the formation of
Congress in Rewa but in the years that followed il ¥
marked that the sectional feelings crept in |
Organization. The local leadership was found to be slach
its activiies and the constructive work, which it W
entrusted with, could not be attended to, still
co-operation continued due to the general influence of
national leaders in the whole country. The school boys
not know who the Mahatma was but they loudly raised {
slogan ‘Mahatma Gandhi Ki Jai’ and marched in
procession with the national flag in their hands. '

The Congress leaders of Rewa, mostly llagedars, W
were keen to get an upper hand in the leadership of
Mandal also, failed to get a chance for it and begg n
oppose it. On the other hand the Praja Mandal continued
be popular and strong. The workers started travelling @
foot (pad-yatra) from village to village. Sarva &
Shivanand and Chintamani Shukla completed about I
miles of pad-yatra of Teonthar Tehsil in Novembe
December, 1946 and worked for bringing awakening in i
villages. '

As a result of the election of Rewa State Praja Mandi
held on the 2Ist December, 1946 the new Executiy
Committee was formed and Shri Shivanand was ele
President of the Praja Mandal. Consequently
Organisation Committee of the Praja Mandal wa
dissolved. A few members of the Organisation Committe
had already changed the sides as described in
following paragraph.

Maharaja Gulab Singh, who was living out of the stal
by the orders of the British Government due to an enquir
against him, wanted that Praja Mandal should struggle
safeguard his interest but Praja Mandal showed no interes
in the matter. Thereupon, the Maharaja persuaded a few
members in his own style and got a success to attract Bal
Nath Dube, Ram Bhadra Gaur, and Bhairav Din Mishra I¢
his side. Not only this, he made Lal Yadvendra Singh, the
reputed Congress Leader of Rewa agreeable to form Azad
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Praja Mandal, a parallel organisation of Rewa State Praja
Mandal on the 11th November 1946. “"The rlchu?;_and the
personality of Maharaja Gulab Singh served as 11|le—breaih
o Azad Praja Mandal, while Rewa State Praja M:’.:::l"lldr'.:j
rested on ular support”.” It got a great success as it ha
i nntionalpn_j;j;ecﬁve, E‘EI}.fii’n:rrlcs were made by Madhya Bharat
Deshi Rajya Lok Parishad that both the Praja Mandals
Jhould unite but it did not achieve the success™.

Apart from Rewa State Praja Mandal, Praja Mandals
were also formed in other states of Baghelkhand and
Bundelkhand, which may be described as below:

NAGOD Since 1930 efforts were being made by the
(Congress (with its H.Q. out of the state at Satna) to l::rnng_
national awakening in the State. Ram Narayan, the Diwan
of the State adopted repressive measures while the
workers, chief among them Raj Bahadur Singh, Dajdan
Gingh and Narmada Prasad Pandey efc. organised
satyagrah and faced the high—hanc!ed_ness {::f the rState
peacefully following the Gandhian principle of ‘ahinsa’. The
apitation against the atrocities of the ruler, in one from or
the other, went on until 1946 when the active workers
formed the Praja Mandal and its office bearers took the

leadership in their own hands. The Office-bearers were:

|. Pt.Jagannath Pd. Chatu rvedi — Presidmt.
2. Lal Dadan Singh —  Vice President
), Shri Veer Bhan Singh —  Secretary

Other prominent leaders were included as Members of
the Executive Committee of Praja Mandal.

SOHAWAL Sohawal State Praja Manﬁda] was Enrme-::l in
the year 1946 with the following Executive Committee.

|. Shri Gulab Singh Sujawal — Fresident.

2. Shri Risal Singh Pagar —  Vice President
3. Shri Vishnu Pratap Singh — Member

4. Shri Narendra Singh — Member
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5. Shri Guru Sidh Gopal Pandey — Member
6. Shri Pt. Shiv Mani Shukla —  Member
7. Shri Master Champa Singh —  Member

It was under this that th

I : e movement for self-gov't, §
?:E?:sl::?d tg 1947 and the workers had to ffczv ' .
. Biratag 1 X UK

i sty mi Nirmala Nand played active role in |
5 ﬁ branch of Sohawal Praja Mandal namely
S;Z]]% Mandal was also opened at Raigaon with -'
% sﬁr{m as President and Thakur Tej Singh as Secre :I:
: is Mandal worked earnestly for creating an atm i
or satyagrah. . e

mh{a Praja Mandal was formed in Maihar in 19
5 o ;]:- aHL;EI Lal Sharaf as President and Pang
s Secretary. Later on Pt. Badri P Yl

: ¢ [l

:;05: over as IPresldent. Other prominent IEE!dElI'-: Suigre al
sociated with the Praja Mandal and all the Satya rah‘ "
;gip?‘ﬁlble government were organised by Praja I‘Evf 1:'
- was the year of large scale movement an
Ntyagrah in the state in which the satyagrahis ot
a%_::ufl, Ch_halmpur, Tikamgarh and Sohwal came '
E:: ]l;::]:itt:;. 3 the f:"w%?rah and to give a helping hami te
agrahis, The impri ey

i S Yy were imprisoned and severgl

EARAMEdHf‘\'DHA Baraundha State Praja Mandal
g in the year 1945 in the house of Ram Pratap Singlh

village Padri and the following office beare
unanimously elected. T

1. Shri Rajendra Bahadur Si
‘ ingh — Presid
;. g?h: Yashoda Nandan — ?ic:]Pf:stident
I i Hakim Singh
4 — G r .
4. Shri Angad Prasad —_ S;t:g:::-;; o

Sarva Shri Ram Ji ; )
. 2 yavan, Banshi Prasad, C a
Singh, Jagdish Prasad, Ram Pratap Singh and "Shiv.lr-laéh::r'
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Hingh were associated as Active Members of the Executive.
Il Praja Mandal workers moved from village to village
+iil made efforts for creating awakening in the people.

CIHHATARPUR Before 1940 only a few political leaders
ljom the neighbouring district of Mahoba (U.P.) and
[i{kamgarh State visited Chhatarpur State casually with a

view to contact the like-minded people. As the number of

wocial and political workers began to increase after 1940, an
of Praja Mandal

atmosphere congenial to the formation
was created. In 1943 Kanhaiya lal Vaidya came to
(hhatarpur from Madhya Bharat and gave his guidance
(or the formation of Chhatarpur State Praja Mandal.

A Committee was formed as under:

“Kunwar Hira Singh —  President
Shri Madan Gopal Chaurasia —  Vice-President
5hri DeenDayal Chaurasia —  Secretary
Shri Satguru Prasad — Member

Shri Radha Charan Mahto — Member

Shri Babu Ram Chaturvedi — Member

Shri Thakur Prasad Arjaria —  Member

Shri Har Govind Chaurasia (Mahashay) — — Member

Shri Jagannath Soni — Member”’

With the formation of Praja Mandlal at Chhatarpur the
Activities of the Mandal started in the Tehsils of the State
1lso. The writer (Kashi Prasad Mahto), after completing his
cducation at Kanpur, where he had witnessed the working
of Individual Satyagrah, came back to Chhatarpur and
became a Member of the State Praja Mandal. By 1945-46 the
Praja Mandal had its branches in the various parts of the
State.

“The villages Chitahri, Tahanga, Ragauli, Parsonia,
Muderi, Balkaura and Gurha in Laundi Tehsil; Rajnagar,
Daharra Naad, Akauna, Jatkara in Rajnagar Tehsil;
Chhatarpur, Garhi Malahra, Maharajpur, Tatam, Singhpur,
Nowgong Mukhra Doni, Mataul and Parwaha in
Chhatarpur Tehsil were the centres of activities of Praja
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Mandal. In Deora Tehsil, Lahar was the only village wih
activities were marked. Here Ghanshyvam Pandit used

make publicity (of Praja Mandal) with the pos
composed by him. Thus, the number of workers increag
by leaps and bounds”.®
By 1945 the Praja Mandal of Chhatarpur State had a |
team of workers with Kunwar Hira Singh as Presidey
Kashi Prasad Mahto as General Secretary, Pt. Ram Sal
and Din Dayal as Secretaries. _
Prominent among the workers were Sarva Shri Mad
Gopal, Gokul Mahashai and Babu Ram Prasad Yadav.
number of leaders ¢.¢. Pandit Babu Ram, Pandit Sateuf
Prasad Misra, Shri Vishnu Prasad Shrivastava, Pandit Ku
Bihari Sharma and Shri Babulal Khare came forward
lead the movement. Financial help was given by Sarva Shi
Panna Lal Jain, Radha Charan Mahto and Bhagiral
Chaurasia. The intellegentsia of the town—Babu Jan
Prasad, Advocate, Sarva Shri Jyoti Prasad Saxen
Dashrath Jain, Sita Ram Roosia and Ganga Prasad astt
gave due co-operation to the Praja Mandal, A good numbag
of ladies also began to take active part in the deliberation
of Praja Mandal. Names of a few of them are given below:
Smt Vidyavati Chaturvedi, Shanti Bai Tiwari, Math 1ra
Devi Chaurasia, Mulia Devi Chaurasia, Vimla Doy
Chaurasia, Ram Kumari Chaurasia etc. They moved from
place to place and created an awakening among the ladies.
A Membership Campaign was launched by the actiy
members of Praja Mandal, who achieved an alarming
success in enrolling the people to the organisation with the
result that F.F. Gilboy, the then Diwan of Chhatarpur State’
felt perturbed and lodged a false complaint with Pf,
Jawahar Lal Nehru, President All India States Peoples:
Conference, that the people of the State were forced
subscribe an amount of Rs. five and two seers of foodgrain
as membership fee of Praja Mandal. 1
On receiving _the complaint Pt. Nehru wrote the
following letter’, to the Secretary, Praja Mandal,
Chhatarpur, '
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The Secretary, As at: Anand Bhawan
Praja Mandal, Allahabad. |
Chhatarpur 17th May, 1946,

Dear Friend,

The Chhatarpur State authorities have written mt
me informing me that the local Praja Mzm-:i::wtl:i
people are making a compulsory levy of Rs. 5
and two seers of foodgrains per head for
enrolling them as members. I can hardly behem;e
that this is true, for any kind of compulsory l?w
is objectionable more especially of foodgrains,
when food is so scarce. Will you please let me
know what the facts are?

Yours Sincerely
Jawahar Lal Nehru

The reply of the above letter was sent to Pt. Nehru on the
Ist June 1946. As known later on, it was the manoeuvring
of Gilboy, Diwan of Chhatarpur State.

Awakening in the State was ma;ked quite !ate,
:igiﬁifd little cuntm'_%t with the British Provinces and smri";:
the means of communication were not dev-:_-!nped Lwij ;
“When Ram Krishna Paaliya of Dism-.:t 1Ham]q;?ur ( F’. h.}
began to live in Bijawar in the house of his m‘lnw:alm 194.1 e
made contacts with the people and got a success in r:real-ﬁ':g
an atmosphere for the formation of Praja Mandall, t,.fttl he
same time Ram Kishore Verma came forward for his m:_-j pth.
Consequently, Praja Mandal was formed and ::1 le- e
voice for self-gov’t,, which was not heeded to by the ruler.
LUGASI 1t was a petty State of Bundelkhand, the ruller ui
which was called Rao Sahib. There was no wave nf'nat:ma
awakening in the state and the terror of the rulerT\f i:!s t qz;;
The political workers of Chhatarpur and Ti a::]'tg A
secretly visited the place from time of time and made .
publicity of the Congress party but no body was prepare
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to give his support openly. In 1945-46, when the Pra
Mandal movement was at its full swing in {;'hhatﬂrpu::"
had its impact on this State also. Here too a few work
such as Shri Gopal Das Choudhry, resident of villag
Nuna, Pt. Devi Prasad, resident of village Madarwa and I
Mahadev Tiwari, resident of village Chokhra came forwa
and formed the Praja Mandal, which was linked wik
Malehra.

The people were suppressed and repressed as |
repercussion of their demand for self-government in |
State. Later on Pt. Mahadeo Prasad was appointed
Minister but the demand for self-government was ng
granted by the ruler. 3

AthPLIRA It was a small State near Harpalpur (a railway
station on Jhansi-Manikpur line) and the ruler was calleg
Rao Sahib. With the efforts of local leaders—Sarva Shri ey
Datt Sharma, Laxmi Narayan Agrawal, Vishwanath Azad
Gopal Das Roosiya and Deshbandhu Govind Das, Prajs
Mandal was formed in the year 1945. Praja Mandal
workers had to face the repressive measures adopted by
the state but their demand for self-gov’t. continued.
GARRAULI With the efforts of the workers of Tikamgarh,
national feelings were created in this small State in the
1945-46, although a beginning was made in the year 1942,
wher? a branch of Orchha Seva Sangh was established.

With the co-operation of the workers of Orchha Sew
Sf;mgh namely 5arva Shri Laxmi Narayan Nayak, Bahad ir
Singh and Shyam Lal Sahu, Praja Mandal was formed here
in the year 1944-45. It had its office-bearers as follows: '

Shri Kashi Prasad Pastor — President

Shri Mardan Singh —  Vice President
Shri Ram Narayan Khare — General Secreta
Pt. Ayodhya Prasad Pathak —  Secretary

Sarva Shri Moolchand Chamaar, Pyare Lal Lohar, Phog
Chand Swarnkar and Shyamle Barhai were included as
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members of the Praja Mandal Committee. In the beginning
membership campaign was launched after which pad-yatras
were arranged and efforts were made to create an
atmosphere against begar (forced labour), exploitation and
high taxation. A conference arranged by Praja Mandal
leaders and attended by Pt. Parmanand, Lala Ram Bajpai,
Shyam Lal Shau, Nathu Ram Saxena and Savitri Saxena
clc., threw light on the above topic and made an appeal to
the public to work for the abolition of those evils.

AJAIGARH Political awakening was quite late in the State
and Praja Mandal could be formed in 1946 only. Swami
Prasad Arjaria and Ram Lal Pathak came forward to lead
ihe people but could not get wide support. However
meetings were arranged and Tri-colour flags were hoisted.

PANNA The ruler of Panna, Maharaja Yadvendra Singh
was a wise man and solved the problems very tactfully. He
bsorbed educated persons in Government Services and
did not appoint outsiders in the departments of the State.
Since there was a good income from the diamond mines
and the forests, the number of taxes also was limited. The
agitation in the State was therefore belated and Praja
Mandal could be formed in 1947 only, with the efforts of

the workers of Chhatarpur.

GAURIHAR It was a petty State with limited resources
having no awakening in the people. The only name which
deserves mention is that of Raghunath Singh, a Tehsildar,
who having been impressed by the Praja Mandal
movement of Chhatarpur State, resigned from his post and
started Praja Mandal movement in the State with the
co-operation of Moti Lal Sahu, Laxmi Prasad and Mathura

Prasad ete.

CHARKHARI Praja Mandal was formed in Charkhari in
the year 1946-47 with the efforts of Sarva Shri Kamta
Prasad Saxena, Mannu Lal Dwivedi, Thakur Das Modi and
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Dehulia etc. “Praja Mandal workers of Chhatarpur eg. |
Babu Ram Chaturvedi, Shri Radha Charan Mahto, I
Satguru Prasad Misra, Pt. Ram Sahai Tiwari and Sh
Gokul Mahashay etc. began to help the Praja Mandal
Charkhari due to which its activities were accelerated™
Much awakening was marked in the villages adjacent
Chhatarpur State.

SARILA Babu Bihari Lal Vishvakarma deserves credit
preaching the principles of Praja Mandal and organisit
the meeting for the publicity of Sarila Praja Mandal, whigl
was formed in March 1939. Praja Mandal demanded tha
the system of forced labour (begar) be abolished. The R
of the State got a few persons imprisoned in order to creal
terror in the State. Following the meetings held o
Pachkhura, Warguan and Chibaura on the 3rd, 5th and 61
May respectively, a meeting was arranged at Sarila on 144
May, 1939 and a procession was organised. The proce
was lathi-charged so severely that about 50 swayam-set
including lady participants were seriously injured and [
Singh Vishwakarma succumbed to his injuries. A large
number of participants suffered repression ang
imprisonment.

SAMTHAR In 1944 Gopikrishna Vijaivargey, President
Madhya Bharat Deshi Rajya Lok Parishad came to Samthat
and got the Praja Mandal formed. In 1946 Shri Lala Rag
Bajpai held a conference at Babai and determined to start &
movement aiming at self-gov’t. in Samthar for which he gol
wide support from the people as well as from Gc—v.‘_
employees. The ruler had no go but to accede to
demands of the Praja Mandal. Shri Prem Narain Tiwari,
representative of the people was appointed as a Minister
on 16.1.48. " After a few days Praja Mandal, in the guidance
of Deshi Rajya Lok Parishad started a movement for Full
Responsible Gov't. The State police fired upon the people
and adopted repressive measures. Shri Prem Narain Tiwarl
submitted his resignation on that point and began to guide
the movement. Like Tikamgarh State the ruler of Samthag
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Jlso declared full responsible Gov't. on 17th Feb. 1948 and
jppointed Prem Narain Tiwari as Chief Minister, Ramanuj
Shastri as Minister for Justice and Girwar_Snjghfs Revenue
\Minister. Thus, the Ministry started functioning .

DATIA Efforts to bring national awakening were already
being made by Sarva Shri Ranpat Singh l‘fanhar, Ram
(“haran Lal Verma and Kalka Prasad Diwan since 1926 but
the Praja Mandal was formally constituted in the year 1945
with Ram Charan Lal as the President and Diwan Kalka
I'rasad as the Vice President. _

| “The first session of Datia State Praja M_ﬁndal was held
in the village Weeker from 24th to 26th :.ﬁ.pni 1946. The new
I'xecutive Committee formed in this session was as
follows:-

Shri Ram Charan Lal Verma — President

Shri Kalka Prasad Diwan —  Vice-President
Shri Ram Krishna Verma —  Chief Secretary
Shri Siya Sharan Verma —  Addl Secretary
Shri Babu Lal Rawat — Treasurer

5hri Ram Charan Rawat — Member

Shri Brjkishor Mate — Member

Shri Gani Khan — Member

Shri Narayan Das — Member

Shri Kishori Sharan — Member

Shri Bhagwan Das —  Member

Shri Shri Ram —  Member

Shri Laxmi Narayan — Member” 2
Shri Bakshi Ramdas — Member”.

In this very session the aim of Praja Mandal was
declared as the attainment of responsible government for
the State. The well-known movement of Datia whlf:l_\ took
place in the year 1946 was against the atrncrhtf_e‘s of
Ainuddin, the-then Diwan of Datia. The second session of
[atia Praja Mandal held on 28.11.47 at Sewndha demanded
Ihe establishment of interim government in the State and
lhe abolition of forced labour.
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KHANIADHANA The ruler of the State, Raja _
Singh was a patriot and extended his support to |
famous revolutionary Chandra Shekher Azad, who li¥
here in disguise. When the British came to know of |
secret relations with Azad, he was dethroned in 1935 §
Girja Prasad, the Diwan of the State was given the chaf
of the administration of the State. Ratan Chand Jain, |
only prominent worker of Khaniadhana started crea
atmosphere of national awakening in 1938 but the Py
Mandal was not formed until 1946. Ratan Chand Jain N
to face the atrocities of the State. Workers from other pla ¢
e.g.; Prem Narayan Tiwari (Samthar), Laxmi Naravan
(Tikamgarh), Gulzari Lal Jain (Prithwipur), Kamta Pras
Samele (Gangapur) came for help and remained
Khaniadhana for some time with a view to make
publicity of Praja Mandal. A conference was arranged ¢
28th and 29th March 1947 for making the Praja Mangl
movement a success. Prominent workers of the movemu
were Sarva Shri Ram Sewak Swarnkar, Moolcha
Upadhyay, Ratan Chand Baba, Heera Medaria, Laxn
Chand Jain, Bhag Chand Jain and Ram Sewak Audhiya. A
a result of the Praja Mandal movement respon -.:‘_-_
government was declared on 18th August, 1947 and Shi
Shiv Narayan Khare was nominated as Chief Ministel
Later on, on the suggestion of Praja Mandal, Shri
Sewak Swarnkar took over as Chief Minister.

JIGNI The movement going on in Hamirpur, the borde
district of U.P. had its impact on Jigni and Lal Singh (Dada)
of Amarpura (Jigni State) started the Freedom Movemen|
in 1925 with the inspiration of Diwan Shatrughana Singh,
resident of Magrauth, District Hamirpur. The Jigni
Praja Mandal was formed in the year 1938 with the efforls
of Lala Ram Bajpai of Tikamgarh State. Shri Shyam Lal
Sahu and Pandit Moti Lal Awasthi visited Jigni in 19 8,
toured all the six villages of the State and helped in th
formation of Praja Mandal with the co-operation of Shri La
Singh (Dada) and Dr. Uma Shanker Dube aligs Bhoone
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aba. “Shri Lal Singh (Dada) became the President and
andit Uma Shanker Dube the Secretary of the Jigni State
I'raja Mandal”."?

I'hus we see that Praja Mandals were formed in various
I'rincely States of Baghelkhand and Bundelkhand of Vindhya
I'radesh, as they were formed in other Princely States of
Incdia. The formation of the Congress Ministries in many
provinces of British India, as a result of the election held
under the Govt. of India Act of 1935, had its impact on
I'rincely States also. “The years 1938-39, in fact, stand as years
of a new awakening in the Indian States and were witness to
o large number of movements demanding responsible
yovernment and other reforms. Praja Mandals mushroomed
in many States that had earlier no such organiﬁaﬁtm”.m The
['raja Mandal movement did a lot in the Princely States of
Vindhya Pradesh in the field of creating national awakening
i the people and organising them for pressing their
demands for reforms and responsible Government.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Role of Vindhya Region (1919-41)
in Gandhian Era

The period 1919-1947 may rightly be called the ‘Gandhl
Era’ of Indian’s National Moyement, because, by and lar
the freedom struggle was carried on chiefly und
Gandhiji's supreme leadership. The guiding princi
followed by him was that of non-violence. .'

In 1915 Gandhi returned to India from South Afrie
where he stayed for over two decades and led ff
immigrant Indian community to protest against il
tyranny of the ‘White Government’. On his return

India he resolved to spend his life to serve the Motherlam
First of all he set up an ashram near Ahmedabad afle
v.fhich he tourned different parts of India to acqualf
ha_ms:elf with the problems of the people and to propag |
his ideas among them. He took up specific cases ¢
exploitation of the weak and launched his first Safyagnd
campaign in India in 1917 at Champaran (Bihar) to get th
grievances of peasants redressed. Soon he successfully lef
a strike of mill workers at Ahmedabad and a suspensioi

campaign of land revenue in Kheda district of Bombay

Presidency.

It was a period of first world war (1914-1 o
declared by the Allied Powers, was bilamg fog:gh‘:ﬁ |
the world safe for democracy. India, being a part of Britis
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I'mpire, Indian troops were participating in the war. On
August 20, 1917 Montague, the Secretary of State for India
made the historic announcement in the House of Commons
that British aim in India was to establish responsible
povernment in India through the increasing participation
of Indians in every branch of the administration and the
pradual development of self-governing institutions. At the
end of April 1918 Gandhiji was invited by the Viceroy Lord
Chelmsford to attend the War Conference at Delhi. At the
request of the Viceroy Gandhiji agreed to support the
resolution of recruitment of Indians to the army but at the
same time, in his letter to the Viceroy he expressed the
hope that India would be given self-government soon after
the war.

On 11th November, 1918, the First World War came to
an end. The Montague-Chelmsford Report, regarding
reforms in India, which was already out in July 1918, was
highly disappointing to the Congress. “We had expected
much and received almost ru::-t]'njrt;g”.1 Then came out in
March 1919, Rowlatt Act, which gave extraordinary powers
to the Government to crush any movement. This was the
reward to the Indian people for their war efforts.

In consulation with other leaders, Gandhiji called upon
the people of the country to observe hartal on the fixed
date ie., 6th April 1919. The Govt. adopted measures of
repression which took a ghastly shape in Punjab. Most
barbarous massacre at Jallianwalabagh, which took place
on the 13th April, 1919, created great indignation all over
the country.

A third wrong added to the Rowlatt Act and Punjab
atrocities was the harsh treatment meted out to Turkey
after its defeat in the First World War. The Sultan of Turkey
was considered by many to be the Caliph (Khalifa) of the
Muslim world. India’s Muslims were outraged over the
attack on the integrity of their religion. A Khilafat
movement was started and in this movement Gandhiji saw
a good opportunity to make both Hindus and Muslims join
hands together in their fight against the British.
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Non-cooperation Movement

The changed circumstances compelled Gandhiji
seriously think of non-cooperation. Accordingly, ¥
September 1920, a special session of the Congress was hell
at Calcutta to consider the matter and inspite of opposition
the resolution on non-violent Non-Cooperation was carriog
by a big majority. The resolution called upon the people @
India to: (1) surrender titles and honorary offices, (Il
establish national schools and colleges, (III) boycott British
courts, (IV) boycott foreign goods, (V) use local made clothy
(VI) refuse to participate in the elections to the reforme
councils, (VII) refuse to join the army as recruits for service
in Mesopotamia. i
The movement was a great success in its programme andl
had throughly roused the country. The Government continue
its policy of repression and used all methods unscrupulously
to supress the new movements. Due to outburst of violence thg
movement was called off by Mahatma Gandhi and it
approved by the Congress Working Committe, at its meeting
on the 12th February, 1922, 1

Non-cooperation Movement in the
Princely States of Vindhya Pradesh

We have studied the Non-cooperation movement (1920-22)
which was carried on in India rather British India under
the supreme leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Now we have
to see if the movement had an impact on the Princely States
of Vindhya Pradesh and if the movement went on therg
too. It was too early to anticipate any movement like that in
the Princely States where autocracy prevailed and where it
was difficult for any democratic institution to take birth,
However, the background being there, an atmosphere was
in the making as is clear from the following instances.

As early as 1905 when there was an opposition of the
policy of Lord Curzon due to partition of Bengal, the
people of Datia, a Princely State keenly watched as to whi
was happening in the neighbouring British Indian province
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of U.P. Anti-British literature was circulated and1r1:afd w‘ith
preat iterest in Datia State also. Ultimately “the d‘1str1huﬁ0n
of the following literature was banned in Datia in the year
1909-1910.

Om Bande Matram
Talwar (Sword)
The Indian War of Independence, 1857.
The Bande Matram of Geneva

Swaraj

Choose O! Indian Princes"”.

After that Anti-British feelings remained suppressed for
a few years in Datia. ‘

Theypec:ple of Chhatarpur, being in the neighbourhood
of Mahoba and Hamirpur Districts of U.P., closely watched
the developments of freedom struggle in that area and
derived the idea of the boycott of foreign goods in 1916
itself. . _

In Orchha Anti-British feelings which were developing
for many years, came on the fore in the year 1920 when the
public refused to accept the British coin (sikka or kaldaar).

In October 1921, a few persons from Dabhaura,_ a small
State, went to Allahabad to see the Dusschra festival and
got an opportunity to hear Pt. Moti Lal Nehru and other
leaders. They were so much impressed by their views that
on return to Baraundha they formed the Cc-ngress‘”'l'l'ie
non-cooperation movement started there in that year. “Har

2

Prasad Singh of Banda took initiative in this direction and

Raghubans Pratap Singh, Jangi Mishra, ;;;mbika Dhaturha,
Bansidhar,- Manglia efc. followed suit”. “'Ehe movement
had to face harsh repression from the State”, 1

There was no movement in any Princely State of Vindhya
Pradesh during the years 1920-22 except fﬂ_r the above
instances, which were noted in 1921 or even prior toit.

Civil Disobedience Movement 1930-34

The suspension of Non Cooperation movement was
criticised by many leaders and a Swarjist Party was formed

e R —— —

T ——
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in the year 1923 with a view to ta i i
under the Act of 1919 and to crela(fepgt;;t]riszsneslﬁ' the
:ﬂ.ssernl?ly, thus make the functioning of the Gnvenf::n ol
impossible. The party was partially successful in its aim " |
it came to an end in 1926. The British Government tried
arrive at solution to India’s political problem on the basis =
Simon Commission Report through Round Table
Conferences. On the other hand, the Congress which d
already made out the intentions of the Government, felt il
gﬁg&ﬁsar}r to intensify the struggle for what Pattab
Fini;;r::;ﬂra has termed as the beginning of Fight to thi

In this connection the decisi - '
session of the National Cnngm:s??ﬁhjt::e;:ef;ﬂl;liceuh” '
1929 uni:iert the Presidenship of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru e
very significant. It was declared that Com I '
Independence should be the goal of the Congress Par g

At midnight of 31st December, 1929 the I:riculnu? ‘flag
was hoisted and it was announced that 26th Janua ’
:aau:h succeding year was to be celebrated asr}r he
Independence Day’ all over the country. The All In
{p:::;g%ress Cnr;wgitﬁe was authorized to launch upon I

amme of Civil Di i i i

of taxes when it deem[;];?:?dtenm e

Mahatma Gandhi, who was authorized by the Con

to direct Civil Disobedience, first started ‘Salt Satyagrah’

which meant breaking the Salt Law and nmnufachgngl;lf

in violation of the Salt Laws. Gandhiji began Salt Saiyf rah
by “Dandi march’, a march of 200 miles from Sabarim’ﬂ

Ashram to Dandi, a seaside village. Sardar Patel who went

in advance was arrested and sentenced to three months

imprisonment which aroused the people of Gujrat v

much. Mahatma Gandhi himself broke Salt Law on the Erth}r

April 1930 and declared 6th to 13th April 1930 as Salt Law

VI(ﬂFIi‘IOﬂ National Week. Cutting of palm trees, boycott ;

foreign cloth, picketing liquor shops and i?creased

production of khadi were also included in the Satyagrah
programme. A large number of people in the cauﬁrtry:
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jined national struggle and carried out the campaign very
vigorously in 1930-31. Gandhiji and all the top leaders were
srrested, Firing, lathi charge and widespread arrests were
made by the Government to check hartals, processions and
demonstrations of the people. Gandhiji’s arrest resulted in
lensification of the movement and disturbances in many
parts of India.

After Gandhiji’s arrest, the Congress Working
Committee met in May at Allahabad, passed many
resolutions and expanded the scope of Civil Disobedience,
which besides breaches of Salt Law covered complete
boycott of foreign cloth and British goods, picketing liquor
shops, non-payment of special taxes in certain provinces,
violation of forest laws and condemnation of DPress
Ordinance efc. The Committee called upon the entire nation
\o make a supreme effort to achieve the goal.

As the Civil Disobedience Movement was intensified the
(lovernment also resorted to harsh repressive measures.
Lathi charge, firing, imprisonment and heavy fines efc. were
the various forms of repression which the people had to

bear.
Civil Disobedience in Vindhya Region

Bundelkhand States. Salt Satyagrah and the Civil
Disobedience Movement of Jhansi (U.P.) had its impact
chiefly on the neighbouring  Princely States of
Bundelkhand. “Four groups were formed in the leadership
of Shri Raghunath Vinayak Dhulekar to intensify Salt
Satyagrah in Jhansi. He himself led one group while the
three groups were led by Sarva Shri Sita Ram Bhaskar
Bhagwat, Kunj Bihari Shiwani and Laxmi Rao Kadam
respectively. These groups reached village Aupara near
Chirgaon on the 29th April, 1930 and stayed in the garden
of Seth Narayan Das”? In order to arouse the people the
Satyagrahis moved from different routes through different
villages. Seth Narayan Das gave a warm reception and
made arrangement for their fooding elc. Salt was
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manufactured by boiling hard water in big pots
utensils in the presence of a large number of workers.
police remained there as a silent spectator and did &
arrest anyone. | .| |
After Salt Satyagrah began flag movement in Jhansi
the year 1931. “The Congress workers moved from vi
to village and hoisted Tri-colour flag, They organis
meetings and encouraged people to take part in
movement against the British. Swami Swarajan "
Bhagwat Narayan Bhargav and Rameshwar Prasad Sham
inspired the people to hoist the flags. The workers of |
villages were arrested and sent to jail”. b

The programmes—boycott of foreign goods
picketing liquor shops efc. were taken up in the year 194
and successfully carried out by women workers. “Jhat
was the centre of activities of the workers of many Princel
States also. They felt safe there because it being Brill
province, was beyond the jurisdiction of State Police. If thi
State Police wanted to arrest a person it had to move I
papers to the British Government. By the time
permission could be accorded the person conce
managed to leave the place.

The Satyagrahis of Jhansi who numbered seventy fiy
camped at Bilayya ka Bageecha. The Swayam Sevaks from
a few Bundelkhand States also attended the camp a .-
stayed in the Bageecha. The expenses of the camp were mg
by voluntary contributions made by the public and th
business men of Jhansi”. i

A description of political activities in various
Bundelkhand States, which were in touch with
movement going on in neighbouring British province of
U.P. particularly Ditt. Jhansi is given bgelom e

Datia. "In 1920 late Radha Charan Choudhary
Gandhiji, discarded pagri and began to put on Gandhi cap
on account of which he was ordered to leave the State', 3
Except this incident nothing happened during the Not
Cooperation movement of 1921, Of course some signs of
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political awakening began to appear as a result of Salt
Satyagrah and Civil disobedience at JThansi.

In 1931 Qazi Azizuddin, the Diwan of the State sent
instructions to the students of Lord Reading High School to
sing the song ‘God save the king’ on the arrival of the
Political Agent, Nowgong but the active students led by
Vasudeo Goswami, student of class 10th (later on writer
and poet) refused to sing the song. No action was taken
against him at that time but later on instructions were
piven to keep watch on his behaviour. After a few years he,
along with Chaturesh ji secretly went to attend a huge
gathering at Jarakhar, Tehsil Rath, Distt, Hamirpur (U.P.)
and recited his poems full of national sentiments’’.'" Later
on Diwan Kalka Prasad and Ram Charan Lal Verma
worked actively for creating national awakening.

Samthar. For the first time in 1930 Prem Narain Tiwari,
who worked as a Patel in the State drew the inspiration for
freedom struggle from Daily ‘Vishwa-Mitra" and weekly
‘Pratap’ newspaper. “In 1932 he moved in the villages
Bharosa and Month with the Tricolour ﬂag”.“ In 1936 at
Konch (U.P.) he attended a meeting, which was addressed
by Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru. “Narain Singh, Hit Prasad
(Gupta, Ramanand Shastri and Ram Bharose came forward
to work with him”.'*

It was decided that the court be boycotted and that the
cases of the villages be decided by the Panchayats. Prem
Narain Tiwari left his job and busied himself with his
co-workers in the Membership Campaign of the Congress.
In 1939 a leaflet bearing eleven demands, the chief being
responsible gov't. was published and distributed by
Achcharanand Verma, Secretary Samthar State Congress
Committee. The State resorted to various means of
repression and expelled Prem Narian Tiwari, Ramanuj
Shastri and Hit Prasad Gupta from the State. They
supported the freedom movement in the State from
outside. Later on, with the help of Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru,
I’raja Mandal was formed in the State. Prem Narain Tiwari
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was elected President, Ramanuj Shastri, Secretary and B
Prasad, Treasurer. The onward movement for responsi
government in the State was carried on by Praja Mandall

Ajaigarh, The current of National movement made it 1§
in Ajaigarh about the year 1925, when the students
Ajaigarh began to propagate the national idea in a I
villages. As there was no High School in the State'fl
students used to go to Jhansi for their studies and
influenced by the movement going on there. “A &
students who actively devoted themselves to the a8
were—Bhim Pratap Singh, Budh Singh, Basant Lal Vi
and Ram Charan Tiwari”."> The movement going on|
Banda (U.P.) too had its impact on Ajaigarh. In Septemb#
1929 the leaders from other places visited Ajaigarh an
inspired the people. In the beginning of 1930 the first tW
meetings were arranged in the residential quarters a
attended by a limited number of persons after which'
general meeting was arranged in December 1930 |
Shyamar Danda, where Flag song was sung and stress Wil
laid on the use of khadi, non-cooperation and non paymef
of land revenue. )
“In 1931 a shortage of funds in the State Excheg
caused due to the extravagance of the ruler, was notici
and collection of funds by means of increased taxes wa
thought out to be the remedy. The people opposed thi
policy of the Govt. In the years 1930 and 1931 there wel
Flag processions and protest processions in the State. A
early as 1930, a No-tax payment Satyagralt was organised i
Ajaigarh State, in which a number of persons courti
arrest; their names among others included, Ram Sakk
Chaurha, Bhilsai, Chandidin Chaurha, Bhilsai (Devendii
Nagar), Pyare Joo (Village Veera Ajaigarh), Manik Pathal
Kathbarya, Munni Lal Tiwari, Sundar Lal Awasthi, Pyar§
-al Patwari, Buddha Singh, Sarju Prasad Chanpuria ang
Gaya Prasad Shukla”."*
In January 1931 a mass movement against the paymes
of land-revenue was organised at Raigar, where Thakutl

1
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Warai was arrested. At that very time the people arranged

olitical meetings in the form of religious meetings but

ey could not save themselves from the arrests malde by
{he police. Thereupon “an intense mf\i'iemen! took place in
il leadership of Manak Pathak”. :
\untinued repression in various forms iz, false cases,
\rrests, confiscation of property and expulsion efc.

while the State

[ikamgarh. “In 1930(31) the Haghglkhand brﬂr:ych of Indian
National Congress began its agitation for Pu.bhc awareness
\n Bundelkhand”.'® Anti-British feelings influenced the
snvironment at Tikamgarh also and the “‘people start;f:dﬂ:o
pppose feudalism and monarchy”. On the eve of .;
Uhivaratri mela at Kundeshwar n 1932, ]x_nrala Sing
displayed some cartoons which roused the {nelmgﬁ ag}fans!
monarchy. Social and political workers coming from ] ?nmf
contributed to creating an awareness in the masses &)
[ikamgarh State. Lala Ram Bajpai, who came in cnptaai;
with the leaders of JThansi, left the service of Nakedari an
fully associated himself with the activities of the (_Zungreiﬁ.
I 1934, the State Army protested against the policy of t E
G1ate under which the outsiders were appointed on hig
posts of the State offices.

. With the arrival of Maulana Mohd. Ali and
tilf:f:f:;c];fljﬁa]i in the year 1921 in Mahoba, Distt. Ham1r|:.~!r1.:r
(11.12.), an atmosphere of political awakening began to ta E;
shape in the region including many Princely States ©
fundelkhand and the arrival of Mahatma Gandhi to
Mahoba in the year 1929 boosted the movement fu_rthe:;
Young persons especially Pandit Ram Sahai Tiwari an
Kunwar Hira Singh who had been to Mahoba Emn'}
( ‘hhatarpur were Very much impressed by the lecture nf
\Mahatma Gandhi. They started propagating the 1&&:.3 0
Swaraf in the villages of Chhatarpur and other Plat;:es. “The
{irst meeting was held in the fungle of El_hi’tm-tj.ﬁ:-I nem;
Bhiyarane and the other at Ragauli in which a Pa;:j :3
working was decided and the office bearers were elect
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nostly addressed by Pt Ram Sahai Tiwari. False cases
were registered against Pt. Ram Sahai Tiwari, Hira Singh,
W khdeo and Kamta Prasad and various harsh measures
were used for suppresing the movement. Both Ram Sahai
[\wari and Hira Singh were arrested later on.
‘Hira Singh was a very cOurageous and dashing leader
s the movement. During the course of the movement
pyrmanand Singh, the Supdt. of Police threatened him.
Ihereupon he went to Parmanand’s bungalow and
\iid—Look here. My name is Hira Singh. 1 can break but |
pannot bow down, If you use indecent language to me 1
Jhall shoot you instantly”.™
At Maharajpur the glass of the car of Nazim Fazal
Haque, District Magistrate, was broken by agitated people
wrticipating in the movement. Consequently the mob was
Jihi-charged. Unable to cope up with the rising tide of the
movement, the Ruler sought the help from the British
{.overnment. Col. Fisher, Political Agent, Nowgong felt
furious over what was happening at Chhatarpur. He
winoved the Diwan, Sukhdeo Bihari Misra from his post
and appointed qul::a] Kishun Tankha in his place on the 5th

1.1:1!1;11‘}'193]".2“
Col. Fisher started the tour of the district as per

carry out the plan. Kunwar Hira Singh was elecleg
President and Ram Sahai Tiwari as Secretary. After
meeting presided by Kunwar Hira Singh in October |
was organised in Charanpaduka where emphasis wis
on the ‘Non-cooperation’ with the state™. ™

The people of the State were fed up with begar (i
labour) and various forms of taxes—charu,
hareika, madwa shaadi, zaujiat, baithwa efc., bes
land-revenue. Those who failed to pay the taxes W
severely punished. “The long shoes named ‘man-py
a ]-?dﬂ ‘diI:higar' were used in the jail for punishm
h;ﬁl{:ﬂ; ::il}:e :ﬂ%%den frame was also used for tighte

In an atmosphere like this the political workers musy
courage to face the consequences. The movement sta "
Maharajpur and Khajuwa in October 1930. “Salt Law
broken at Madra, Sijwaha, Jyoraha and Kaimaha when'
Satyagrah was_started. Consequently Ram Sahai W
was arrested”? In the year 1930, a movement was
against the payment of Land Revenue. Thakur Heera
and Bhujbal Singh of Ragouli played an important ol
the movement. Soon the movement spread to Rajnig
Chandla and Lugasi also. A severe lathi-charge was mi

ﬁt‘fagmgar on the agitating mob in which several persg e ygramme below:

including a number of women were injured. Fanl ' - - Te

Sukhdeo and Jagat Singh of Thaharra [DahE]In'a} were | 2:?1:1“““ 13; — e E’; ’E;Elka;tr

prominent leaders of the movement” > r 2 A
In November 1930 a sad incident took place in Laug 8th January 1931 — camp at Tfatam

Tehsil. For non-payment of land-revenue Ganesh Chatii 9th January 1931 — camp at Singhpur

was beaten up so severely that he lost his life. i 10th January 1931 — campat Ragauli

11" January 1931 —  camp at Ragauli

In November, 1930 place-wise representatives
elected in a huge gathering at Charanpaduka. Again ¢
30th Dec, 1930 the people met at Charanpaduka "t
criticised the policy of the Government.
representatives tried to meet the Maharaja and the Polith
Agent but to no use. The meetings were held in front of
palace also and the Congress flag was used. The mee
in general, were attended by a large number of people a

“Malwa Kol-Bhil Paltan (Army) which was called from

Indore mmreid with him on his tour. The soldiers were In
hundreds”™.

(luran Paduka Tragedy. “On the 14th January 1931, the
Aoy of Makar Sankranti, the military force encircled a
public meeting, being conducted in the maidan of
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Singhpur Charanpaduka. Sarju Dowa presided ove
meeting and it was addressed by Lalluram Sharma;
people attending the meeting were ruthlessly fired §
with machine-guns and rifles. The firing resulted i
death of 21 persons and injury to 26 ............ Thereafig
persons were arrested. Out of them Sarju Dow
awarded 4 wyears rigorous imprisonment amfl
remainning 20 persons were awarded 3 years rige
imprisonment each. Entire Bundelkhand was shaken
shocked when the news of the tragedy spread”.
Imamuddin, Retired Inspector of Police, Stal
Chhatarpur stated, “Besides Kol-Bhil Paltan there
additional - Armed Police Force of Chhatarpur. Af
Police Force was also called from the States of Chﬂl.; ',-"
Ajaigarh, Panna and Bijawar. Each State sent a contif
of 25 constables with one Head Constable and
Sub-Inspector. Out of the three buses which |
requisitioned, the one was of Haji Ali (Panna), the oty
Ram Dayal Gangele (Dharari) and the third of -~'
Jaiswal. One machine gun of Kol-Bhil Paltan was place
the bus of Haji Ali and the other was placed on the top
hillock. On 14th of January 1931, on the eve of 1
Shankrant fair, in the bank of Urmil river where about
lakh people were assembled, a sabha was held at 10
Dhani Ram, Jamadar, went to the fair, where it is -"|1
some one gave him a stroke of lathi. Thereupon Col. |
came with the Captain of Kol-Bhil Paltan to Charanpad
from Dongra (a place near by), studied the situation §
ordered to open fire. The people were shot by rifles |
machine gun mercilessly. Hundreds of people died.
real number is not known as the dead bodies were bug
under the sand in the bank of Urmil river. There wil
great panic and the people fled away leaving back i
shoes and lathis. Repression and a reign of terror wa
loose after this. The army looted and destroyed 1
villages". ol X
The bloody massacre of innocent civilians reminds
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre of Punjab. Pt. Ram Sahai Tiy
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Imamuddin, Retd. Police Inspector Chhatarpur,
Eye witness of Charanpaduka incident

it his comment, published in Freedom Movement Special
lssue of Madhya Pradesh Sandesh Dt 15th Aug. 1987
writes that “it was a more heinous crime than Jallianwala.
Here the British Officers neither gave the warning nor the
lime to disperse.” He himself was sentenced to 21 years
imprisonment and transferred to Central Jail, Indore, from
where he was released when pnhtlcﬂ? prisoners were
released as a result of Gandhi-Irwin pact.”

The Superintendent Police, Chhatarpur, painted an
altogether a different picture. In his report Dt. 14.1.31
submitted to Peace Council, Bundelkhand Agency,
Nowgong, he stated, “On 14th January 1931 people were
bathing in Urmil river near the village Singhpur on the eve
of Makar Shankrant fair and a sabha was also convened.
Mr. Col. Fisher, Political Agent Nowgong, with his Kol-Bhil
Paltan reached there and tried his best to disperse the
people but the people continued to refuse to shift from
there. Thereupon firing was made by the military by
gun-machine. In this a few people died and a few received
111170 (= A Judicial enquiry is going on. Six dead
bodies have been recovered and 26-29 persons have been
injured”,
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Whatever the official report, the fact 1§
Charanpaduka tragedy is an unprecedented exampl
British atrocities in Chhatarpur State. Charanpdi
(Village Singhpur) is 50 kilometeres away from Khaj .
the world famous tourist place. A memorial in honou
martyrs  (Shaheed-Smarak) was erected there,
foundation stone of which was laid on 8th April 19784
Babu Jagjivan Ram, the then Defence Minister, Govl.
India and which after construction was unveiled on 14
January 1984 by Shri Arjun Singh, the then Chief Mini§
of Madhya Pradesh. '

Shaheed smarak at Charanpaduka (village Singhpur)
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Baghelkhand States. When the Congress launched Civil
Disobedience Movement in the British Indian provinces the
people of a few Princely States of Baghelkhand participa ted
in the movement in their respective States, a description of
which is given below :

Baraundha. 1t was a State where the impact of National
Movement was felt as early as 1921. As the movement
began to take the revolutionary shape, when a ‘Gurtkul’
was established at Pindra in 1929-30, the British Govt.
forced the ruler of the State to take strong measures against
the workers and to stop the functioning of the ‘Gurukul'.
Much resentment prevailed in the public upon closure of
the ‘Gurukul’. Before this resentment could subside, the
State Govt. took another step by forbidding the use of
‘forest’ as Nistar land and imposed certain taxes. The
people organised the Forest Satyagrah led by Chakra Pani
Singh and Rajendra Bahadur Singh. “A meeting (Sabha)
was organised at Markundi with the co-operation of
Kunwar Har Prasad Singh and Laxmi Narayan Agnihotri
of Banda. Trees were cut in the forest of the villages
Baraundha, Udeli and Mahtain etc. The workers criticised
the puliczg of the Government in a meeting (sabha) at
Nakela”> A number of workers were arrested but they
were released afterwards as the Government permitted the
use of forest as Nistar (for use of the people) under the
changed policy. The workers of Baranudha went in
December, 1930 to Agra, Ajmer and Delhi to participate in
the Satyagrah.

Kewa, The Congress, having been formed on 1931 in
Rewa, gave a strong drive to the movement in Rewa State
but it is essential to keep the background in view and to see
how the congenial atmosphere was created for it. Actually
speaking a movement which originated in the form of
Anti-Maharaja assumed the shape of Anti-British in
keeping with the Mahatma’s call for Civil Disobedience.
“The two-third area of Rewa State was under the
oceupation of the llagedars and Pawaidars. They were free
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to manage their Hlagas and used to pay a definite amouny
the Durbar yearly. There were thirty eight ilagedars in
State. The number of Pawais was one thousand. After’
enthronement Maharaja Gulab Singh wanted to end |
domination of ilagedars and Pawaidars.”

Pawai Rules which were framed in the year 1924 wis
be enforced from the date of its publication. These ru
restricted the powers of the llagedars and Pawaidars. |
Pawaidars began to organise themselves against |
Maharaja in the leadership of Harol Narmada Prasad Siny|
to keep their rights secure. “Narmada Prasad Singh Hage
of Baikunthpur, who was a Tehsildar, was remoy
consequently from the service and expelled from the St
by the Maharaja. He Joined the Congress at Allahabad a
developed his contacts with important leaders. In di
course of time he became the Secretary of U.P. Congt
Committee and Chairman of Allahabad Municipal Cour
He used to guide the Pawaidars from Allahabad i
tussel between the Maharaja and the Pawaidars”.™ ¥
wrote a booklet Rewa Rajya ka Pawai Rules naami kal
Qanoon, which was a translation of English version |
Pawai Rules and contained his own comments also. It
published on the 5th April 1930 by Krishna Das Awasth
140, Mutthi Gunj, Prayag. In the Preface he wrote, "l
September 1924, I wrote many articles against Pawai Rul
in ‘Abhyuday’ and continued to condemn the Rules in i
articles published in Leader, ‘Abhyuday’ and Bharat

on” 32

The ilagedars adopted an agitational approach, formed &1
association and lodged a complaint against the ruler will
the Resident also. In the meantime with the formation &
Baghelkhand Congress Committee in May 1931 man)
ilagedars joined Congress with a view to get a forum fof
furthering their cause as well. The common man joined th
Congress in the name of Mahatma Gandhi, whom -
regarded as ‘Aviar’. Soon after, in July, 1931, W
Baghelkhand Congress Committee raised the demand ag
started movement for the establishment of a Representa v
Government in Rewa State. The Political Agent, Nowg ':-r.
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Wdored arrest of hundreds of persons. Shartly after
W laraja Gulab Singh, who was out of t!'ue State came back
Ll ordered the release of all political prisoners.

Whenn Mahatma  Gandhi launched the Civil

|)isobedience Movement the Rewa Congress Comittee also
\iood shoulder to shoulder with the rest of the country. “It
pised the demand for a Respcnsible: Government and an
lected Legislative Assembly for which a letter of request
was submitted to the Maharaja on the 4th February, 1932 Si
1) a.m. On the 28th April, 1932 at 4 p.m. Mr. Corefield,
Vice President, Rewa State Cuun-:‘:tl mfﬂrme_d I:l1e
( ongress Committee that the Maharaja was mns.ldermgf
heir demands. That very night at 2 O’clock the members o
| wocutive Committee of the Congress as well as Vaman
Rao Bakshi and P.N. Das, Organisers of Hindustani
Sovadal were arrested. Arrests of political workers were

' F#or
also made at different places™.

All the top leaders arrested were sent to the dilapidated

{orts of Bandhogarh, Madhogarh and Umaria, which were
jurned into jails. The mnditiqn ,(?f these _fm‘t jails wai
sppalling. Even basic essentialities of life were hna
\vailable there. The rooms were dark and dingy and there

S angement of light or lantern.

“ “;gzuir;:;g, water, mgdicine and environment, the less
\1id the better it is. The prisoners began to fall ill, one after
another, Pt. Dev Nath, a youngman _f.:-f village Kani-i,am;
(Teonthar) died of snake bite while Pt KEc:!a:iij :idatf
( haturvedi, aged 20, of village Barahta (Mauganj) 0

neumonia. _

| HE;T'; persons who fell a prey to various diseases wwﬂﬁ
released from jail and died soon after. Pal Chhavi li:a _

Singh (Teondhari), Shri Har Narayan f‘?mgtf (Teond a}:t}
and Lal Parshad Singh (Teondhari) c:hf:d in 1932. 5. ri
Vaman Rao Bakshi alins Vishwas Rao Painter (Satna) died
in 1935 in the hospital at Jabalpur. He had tnrl.ml-ar man;-,;
strocities due to which he developed tuberculosis in the ]a;;
and was expelled from Rewa State when released ffiﬂm ﬂ;_.al f
In spite of the fact that he received the news of the death 0
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his two sons when he was in the jail, he did not request
pardon and to get himself released from jail.

“As the movement spread to various parts of the §
three Ordinances were issued and wide powers givel
the Police to suppress it. The Satyagrahis were lathichaf
at Sohagi, Chak Ghat, Teonthar, Baikunthpur, Bagh
Atarhar, Sirmaur, Chachai, Karahia, Amwa and Burhag
A barat (marriage party) at Baikunthpur could nol
spared of lathi-charge. Boys of minor age e.g. Chulka i
and Bachcha Kurmi (Burhar) and Keshav Pd. (Shaly
were caned. The people were mercilessly beates
Military was used to terrorise them. The situation
Umaria grew so tense that a military force had I
stationed there for 6 months. “At least 200 persons W
imprisoned, 300 penalised and nearly 15,000 peg
participated in the movement in the region”.35

The movement of 1932 in which all sections of pe
participated was the first ever peoples movement i}
State. It did not go in vain. The massive public support i
compelled Maharaja Gulab Singh to introduce cef
administrative reforms. When the movement was called |
by Gandhiji in 1934, all the leaders and political work
were gradually released from various jails.

Nagod. First of all Shri Raj Bahadur Singh, Advocale
village Konrar, Nagod State, met Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehsl
Allahabad in 1930 and apprised him of the state of a
in the State—the atracities of the Gov't. and the problg
faced by the people. He himself became a member af Il§
Congress and received a receipt book for the enrolmeni
ten members of the Congress. In the meantime, wilh 15_
formation of Baghelkhand Distt. Congress Commities
Rewa, Tehsil Congress Committee was formed at Nagh
with its office at Satna, where the programmes were mi
and the business was conducted. The workers form
batches and opposed the tyranny of the ruler for wi
they were punished, fined and their property W
confiscated. The Civil Disobedience Movement laungii
by Mahatma Gandhi created much awakening here Lo,
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{ial time Lal Yadvendra Singh hoisted the tri-colour flag in
Azad Park. This incident was definitely the first of its kind,
Wi far the Princely States of Vindhya Pradesh are
puncerned. Shri Raj Bahadur Singh put up 19 demands
hetore the Government with a view to solve the problems
il the people but the Government took it otherwise and
wworted to various methods of repression. Pt. Jagannath
P'rasad Chaturvedi resigned from the service against the
arocities of the State, formed a batch of Satyagrahis and
urpanised a meeting (Sabha) in his village Singhpura. The
other batch (Jattha) of Satyagrahis was led by Shri Raj
Wahadur Singh at village Surdaha Pokhri. In spite of the
harsh methods adopted by the Diwan of the State the
movement could not be suppressed. Arrests were made
and punishment were awarded. About 200 persons were
wnt to jail. Sarva Shri Raj Bahadur Singh, Badan Singh,
Waghuwar Sharan and Jagannath Prasad Chaturvedi were
wnlt to Indore Jail, while Shri Narmada Prasad and others
were sent to Nowgong Jail. Shri Mahadev Prasad was
lieaten so severely that after some time he lost his life in the
jail in the year 1932.

Maihar. Like other neighbouring states the wave of
awakening struck Maihar also and the movement started
here too. In the year 1931-32 Satyagrah was organised at
Maihar and 22 persons including Hira Lal Sarraf were
jniled. Late Badri Prasad Dube resident of village Vinaika
(near Katni) came to Maihar with Gonds and Ahirs and
organised the Satyagrah. They sang the flag song. The
Satyagrah received support from the neighbouring places
also. The freedom fighters received most inhuman
ireatment in the jail that is why a Satyagrah was organised
in the jail itself. “When the prisoners, on account of great
lorture, seemed to be nearing death, they were released
before they could complete their term of punishment and
were left at different places by different vans”>

One such freedom fighter, Uma Pratap Singh (Babuji) of
(;anjas, Block Ram Nagar, told during the course of an
interview that he himself was seated on a Jeep and left ata
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desolate place, away from Maihar. He was released §
the ruler received a strong worded telegram fro
Yadvendra Singh, President of Baghelkhand Coniy
Committee, who was at Lucknow at that time and §
approached by Shri Lal Bihari Singh.

“Lal Uma Pratap Singh was imprisoned for hoisth
tri-colour flag on the gate of the ruler’s palace. In (e
‘Kathwa (wooden frame) was fixed on his hands a d
and he was punished so severely that his bones seem
have cracked”."

After studying the Movement, Civil Disobedience
related activities in the Princely States of Baghelkhand
Bundelkhand of Vindhya Pradesh, we are in a positi
make an assessment of the Movement. A healthy asp
the Movement was that it helped to inculcate among
people the qualities of self-reliance, fearlessness |
sacrifice. Since Non-Cooperation Movement of 1920-21
not have much impact on Vindhya region, the ¢
Disobedience Movement, the second mass moveme
the national level was really the first movement of
region which had great mass basis. It proved incrg
political awakening among all sections of people inc¢lug
the farmers. I

Role of Vindhya Region (1935-41)

We have studied the role of Princely States of BaghelkE
and Bundelkhand of Vindhya Pradesh during }
Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22) and the €
Disobedience Movement (1930-34). Now we have o il
the role of these States during the period from 1935 to 19
During this period the movement aimed at freedom
against the oppressive policy of the State went on in §
States of Vindhya region. A few instances may be qul
as follows. '

1. About fifty persons of Kothi State assembled i’
‘Ashram’ of Suteekchan Muni and pledged to [

the policy of suppression, oppression and fol
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taxation of the State. When the people were going to
attend a meeting to be held at Hinota on the 10th July
1938, the State Police opened fire at Maajan at about
3 P.M. killing Buddhi Pratap Singh, Mandhir Ram
and Ramashray Prasad on the spot and wounding
Bhoora Gadaria, Ram Dhani and several others. It
was a case of firing on unarmed civilians without
any cause, thus, an instance of unchecked dictatorial
exercise of the ruler.

2. The movement at Maihar harshly suppressed during
the year 1931-32 again flared up in 1938-39 and 29
freedom fighters were sent to jail. The chief among
them were Hira Lal Sarraf, Pt. Rama Dhar Pandey,
Trijugi Narayan, Kandhi Bani, Pt. Janki Prasad and
Ganga Prasad Chaurasia etc. Various harsh methods
were adopted to punish them in the jail. There were
no medical facilities and the freedom fighters were
treated as ordinary prisoners.

3. On 14th January 1938 the Baghelkhand Congress
held its session at Triveni (Baraundha State) at the
bank of river Payaswini under the Presidentship of Lal
Yadvendra Singh of Rewa in order to popularise the
Congress in Baraundha State and to criticise the
repressive policy of the State. The political workers of
the State agitating against the State on 12th January
1939 were arrested and sent to Nowgong Jail
Chakrapal Singh and his companions, who attended
the Tripuri Congress in 1939 were charged with the
allegation of looting the Royal Palace. The. Jagir of
Ram Pratap Singh (Pidra) was confiscated in 1940.

4. The first Flag procession (Jhanda Satyagrah) was
organised in Tikamgarh on 30th September, 1937,
when a group of ten persons led by Shri Mukhtar

Ahmad came to Tikamgarh from Mahroni (U.P.)
with the tri-colour flag and was welcomed by Prem
Narain Khare. “The group was beaten over by the
loyalists of the Riyasat and Prem Narain Khare also
bore the brunt of the blows”
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The second Jhanda Satyagrah wa ani I
leadership of Lala Ram Ea:igai on B.;.gggsrﬂliidv In'?
Thauna. “Many hundred workers assembled in |
market with the flag at Thauna, where the police &
the army was deputed. The Flag was hoisted i
and the slogans were shouted for Independen e
India and against the British and Orchha State’
When the group of political workers was mow
towards Luhari (U.P) a village adjacent to Thau
the p?lir:e beat the workers and fired in c-rd.ij:
teFmrts-e them. Diwan Singh (Luhari) and Jabar K
ﬁ:igu;n} received serious injuries and were ~=a-- |

u Hospital for treatment. Man T8 |
[ndia published the news of fiﬁng}ra:?;??
Lal Nehru emphatically condemmed the . o8 i

measures resorted to by Orchha State. “Janreﬁz .--1
weekly newspaper, Jhansi, published by co .
Ayodha Prasad, wrote on 22nd February, 1939 iy
Orchha State Police fired in the British area’”. 40 |
5. In Chhatarpur State under the new Settlement R
Ian-:} revenue was restructured in 1938. Prolw
against the land settlement took the sheq;e of th
movement in which many persons were sent to ail'..
6. The Maharaja of Charkhari was removed frmL
State by Political Department in 1938 and Ainud Al
was appointed as the Diwan of the State. The peop
of Charkhari did not like him because ﬁf *
antecedents as Magistrate, Kakori case. He did
tolerate the mass contact campaign of Kamta Prag,

Saxena in connection with national awakening

Gradya]‘]y the people organised to oppose the polie ;
of Ainuddin and a mass movement took place d

1939-40. It was harshly su i
persons were sent tt}ja!;rl. PR
7. In theﬂyear 1938 there was a movement in the State of
I Pn—l*atr.*hpur with the co-operation of the leaders >
T1kam$arh. In 1939 Central Reserve Police was se '
to the State and Congress leaders were arrested. E
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B

Q.

10.

In Naigwan-Rebai, a small state of Bundelkhand, the

people raised their voice against the atrocities of the

ruler (Jagirdar) of the state in 1939. The meetings were
organised on 21st April, 12th May and 6th June 1939
respectively and the people demanded right to freedom.
Repressive measures were adopted by the state.

In 1938, the political workers of Tikamgarh worked
in small States of Bundelkhand-Banka-Pahari,
Dhurwai, Bijna and Beehat etc. for creating national
awakening in the State with the result that the
movement started in those states also.

In October 1940, Gandhi gave the call for a limited
Satyagrah to be launched by a few selected
individuals. It was called Individual Satyagrah
(Vyaktigat Satyagrah). Gandhi insisted that it be an
individual and not a mass Satyagrah campaign. A
small scale effort was mounted between 17 Oct. and
17 Dec. in which some 600 Satyagrahis were
involved. In 1941 the campaign was started up more
vigorously and a total of 20,000 men and women
were put on trial and convicted in the whole country.
“For this satyagrah twelve workers selected from the
States of Bundelkhand went to United Provinces,
carried on Individual Satyagrah and were
imprisoned in the jails of U.P.

Their Names are. 1.Shri Lala Ram Bajpai, Niwari. 2.
Shri Shyam Lal Sahu, Ghooghsi. 3. Shri Prem
Narayan Khare, Tikamgarh. 4. Shri Narayan Das
Khare, Tikamgarh. 5. Bachchulal Parsaria, Sakat
Bhairo. 6. Shri Vishwanath Azad, Harpalpur. 7. Shri
Prem Narayan Tiwari, Samthar. 8. Shri Diwan Kalka
Prasad, Datia. 9. Shri Kam Charan Lal Verma,
Weeker. 10. Shri Narayan Das Verma, Datia. 11. Shri
Ram Krishna Verma, Datia. 12. Shri Gyasilal Roosia,
H,arpalpur”.'”

Thus the movement went on at different times in one
State of Vindhya Pradesh or the other till 1941 and the

people had to pay a heavy price for it.
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CHAPTER EIGHT1

Role of Vindhya Region (1942-47)
in Gandhian Era

The Congress Ministries formed in seven provinces oul.
popular ministries formed in eleven provinces as a result &
the election held in 1937 under the Government of India At
1935, resigned in 1939, as India was dragged into World }
I I:g the British Government. The war gave a new directin
to the thinking on India’s political problem ik
and the Indian parties, e Pt by e

In October 1940, Gandhi gave the call for individual
Satyagrah which was kept limited so as not to embarzu
Britains war effort by a mass upheaval in India but the
attitude of the British Government compelled the Congress
to adopt active steps for pressing the Indian demand for
Independence. The All India Congress Committee met al
Bombay on 8th August 1942. It passed the famous ‘Q it
India” Resolution, and proposed the starting of #
non-violent mass struggle under Gandhi's leadership to
achieve this aim. Addressing the Congress delegates on the
night of 8th August, Gandhi said:

I, therefore, want freedom immediately, this very
night, before dawn, if it can be had. ............. Hereisa
mantra, a short one, that I give you. The mantra is:
‘Do or Die’. We shall either free India or die in the
attempt.
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But before the Congress could start a nwvement, the
(overnment struck hard. Early in the morning of 9th
August, Gandhi and other Congress leaders were arrested
and the Congress was declared illegal.

All over the country there were demonstrations, hartals,
itrikes in factories, schools and colleges. People were
lathi-charged and fired upon. Due to repeated firings and
repressions the people took to violent actions in many
places. They burnt Gov't. buildings, cut telegraph and
lelephone wires and railway lines. The Government on its
part went all out to crush 1942 movement. Its repression
knew no bounds.

Gandhi‘s call to the nation had its desired effect on the
I’rincely States of Vindhya Pradesh too.

Baghelkhand States

Rewa. A pro-Maharaja and Anti-British movement was
already going on in' Rewa State when ‘Quit India’
movement started all over India. Since both the movements
were aimed at opposing the British policy, the
pro-Maharaja movement combined with the Quit India
movement.

Pro-Maharaja movement had its own history. Since there
was bitterness in the relationship of Maharaja Gulab Singh
with the Pawaidars due to Pawai Rules, although it was
revised in the form of Compendium of Pawai Papers by a
Committee headed by Corefield, ““a complaint against the
Maharaja was lodged with the British Resident by the
prominent [lagedars—Harol Narmada Prasad Singh and
Rao Shiv Bahadur Singh that the Maharaja got his two
ADCs—Uma Shankar and Shankar Prasad murdered. A
Commission of Enquiry was constituted by the British
Govt. to enquire into the matter and by the orders of the
Government the Maharaja had to go out and to remain out
of the State. During the period of enquiry he remained out
of the State from February 1942 to July 1944”.! He was
called at Indore where he was informed that he was
deposed.
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It being the period of world war, the British Gov't. mag
an appeal to the Maharaja to give men and money for wi
purposes but the Maharaja refused to give. “On the 1
January 1941 he addressed a huge gathering of the publi
and placed before them the demands made by the Britigl
Gov't. The Maharaja who had already disappointed 1
British by his statement at Bombay, after attending the
Round Table Conference in London, further vexed them ii
response to their call for co-operation in war. He told th
there being no money in the Treasury, he was not in |
position to make donation to the war fund. Of course hi
could give 1 lakh local cigarette (d721) to the British Jawan
as it was manufactured in his State. Regarding recruitme
in the army he said, it was for the public to decide about il
In the army you have to kill others or be killed yourself, Hi
also declared a Scheme of Education and told that
intended to spend a huge amount for Edu%&ﬁ
expansion in the State, as the public was illiterate”.” It wa
but natural for the British authorities to feel unhappy ove
the attitude of theMaharaja.

When the Rewa State Public came to know thal
Maharaja Gulab Singh was ordered to leave the State and
that L.W. Wooldridge was appointed as Administrator of
the State, they started the agitation on the 18th February,
1942 with the slogans—'The British Go Back and the
Maharaja, Back to Rewa’. The students of the college and
the schools went on strike (hartal) and the market was
closed. Meetings and processions were organised and the
telegrams were sent to the British authorities in protest.

The British Administrator laid emphasis on the
suppression of the movement by making arrests,
recruitment of persons for war purposes and collection of
War Fund. Many arrests were made in the month of May,
1942, Only a few persons may be named as Pt. Shambhu
Nath Shukla, Lal Yadvendra Singh, Bandhav Prasad
Tiwari, Har Bhajan Lal alias Tulli, Seth Ganpat Prasad alias
Lallaji Marwari, Acharya Girja Prasad, Onkar Prasad and
Shamsher Singh elc. Besides Pro-Maharaja agitators the'
arrests made included Congress leaders because “in @
public meeting in Janki Park on the 14th April 1942,
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Congress leaders, on the basis of the report of Lal
Vadvendra Singh and Acharya Girja Prasad, who had
come back after attending the meeting of Provincial
(ongress Committee at Lucknow, declared the future
urategy of the Congress and authorised Pt. Shambhu Nath
Shukla, Lal Yadvendra Singh and Shri Raj Bhan Singh
liwari to keep in touch with the people and prepare them
for the struggle in the zmrthe%‘n, southern and the central
part of the State respectively™.’ e

Pro-Maharaja movement extended to the interior parts
of the State and women also joined it. Prominent among
{hem were Smt. Krishna Kumari, Smt. Champa Devi. ﬁmt.
Vishnu Kanta and Smt. Daryai Bai. Special prayer meetings
praying to God for the come-back of Maharaja Gulab Singh
lo the State were arranged at important places with the
co-operation of Dr. Ram Prasad Tiwari, (leader and
organiser of Pro-Maharaja movement.) Shri Ambika
Prasad, Advocate, and Hafiz Faizan Khan Sahab,
Advocate. “Till May-June 1942 all the prominent
ongressmen—Pt. Shambhu Nath Shuklg, Shri Yadve:?dra
singh and Kaptan Awdhesh Pratap Singh etc. besides
hundreds of persons who received aid from Maharaja were
in the ]:ﬂﬂ”.4 )

The repressive policy of Wooldridge continued and
more arrests were made in July, 1942 when Lal Mahabir
Singh (Baikunthpur), Seth Budh Sen (Rewa), Pt. Chandra
| ant Shukla (Shahdol) and a host of others we::e_armsted,
I'he family members of poor people who were jailed were
hard hit financialy therefore monetary help was secretly
provided to them by Maharani Suraj Kunwar {g!der
Maharani, mother of Maharaj Kumar Martand Singh)
through trusted persons associated with the Royal Palace.
Some other people also got financial aid.

It was at the time when Pro-Maharaja movement was
coing on that the call for decisive fight came from
Mahatma Candhi. On the 9th August a huge public
meeting attended by the students and the people of the

ion was organised.
reg&n that \;sery day the Administrator declared the
Baghelkhand Congress Committee unlawful. Arrests were
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made on the 9th and 10th. Raj Bhanu Singh Tiwari, s
Congress leader and Awadh Bihari Lal, Advocate (Salg
were arrested. All the students of local institutions of X
observed hartal and organised a huge procession on |
10th. The market was closed and public meeings were
in Janki Park on the 10th, 11th and 12th August.
arrests were made on the 12th August.

The students of Rewa began to take active part in/ih
movement going on in Rewa. Not only this, those you
persons of Rewa, who were prosecuting their studies |
Allahabad, Benaras and Lucknow came on the forefro
the movement. Udai Veer Singh of Rewa studying in Evil}
Christian College, Allahabad came to Rewa on the 13
August and conveyed the news of the martyrdom of 4
Padm Dhar Singh, resident of Kripalpur near Madhogath
Rewa State. Studying at Allahabad, while participating i
the procession of Quit India Movement there, “He
shot to death by the city Kﬂtwa.l{ Aga Khan, by the ord
of the City Magistrate Dickson”.”

The news of this incident spread in every nook and
comer of Rewa State. The students of all the institutions @

Statute of martyr Lal Padmadhar Singh at Municipal Park, Madhogarh
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& : ions joined by the
v went o strike. “Students’ processions join
'T;:l?-:tint}f::%int of Bari Maharani Sai_uba were aﬂgqg_ei
l -d the demand was made in the meetings that the n:;si
Il;muld quit India. (st e BE). The smfdt“F;‘ﬁ of 51:32 ?t;
{ i -d hartal. Three studer
|/maria and Satna also observe : o
i Bihari O Prasad Shrivastava an
Kunj Bihari Ojha, Hanuman e
from Rewa and got the ¢
Mohd. went to Ram Nai T s
i Pratap Singh, Supdt.
closed. Effigy of Mahesh e
i f the house of Rao Saha
Shahdol, was burnt 1n front © , |
( !::lrhat at Rewa on the 17th Augustin Erﬁgti: :;hf :E: 2;1:22
: ot the students punis oes.
Llj‘ri-iﬁlm]gjp F'S‘;rni-;g'l‘iwaﬁ performed the I"Hneral rites.
L'n]nsm.}uuntly the students were lathi-charged”. am
" 40n the 14th of August the students went E}hﬂ g{}mh;
ide i here Jagdish n
he residence of Wooldridge, W sh
Ht:_-InL-f:rLInimﬁ Jack and hoisted {ongress Flag in its place after
which the students sang the lag Song.

*'mmﬁmmlﬁmﬁﬁﬁf#nm'

#¥ :‘r i
i i interference”.” At
ldridge did not make any in | ‘
D;Ii?lﬂf 111terngnt1ege also the Congress Flag was hﬂ:istm;l :;
i.aiace of the Union Jack. Khizir Md.LKJhan, a studen
i took active part in the affair”. )
Hlﬁlaigméimgress leadl::ers were arrestedsbes;idesda in:'j
" i i ind Narain Singh an
ctive students including Govin T
lf;l:eﬁfn;h studying out of the State.d l;t. hﬁahadeaﬂi’:;::;:
ter, left hi ice, joi reedom mMov:
Head Master, left his service, joine e
i the State. In Shahdo
: cented an ideal example in : _
Egnf;: Shri Chhote Lal Patel (Manpur) andf ﬁi:“lﬂ‘jﬂéiiwah
d for the service o a L
Patel (Burhar) came forwar s it
Since all the important leaders were o
.tudents took the leadership in
the end of September, the studer £t migstip 0
. hands and received secret instructions
g:fuah;r;lisﬁingh, Headmaster Martand Anglo Vema—::u‘lalzi
Mirgdle School, Rewa, who cnmmand;d rESP;ct ftruodrre-.n.-:s
sections le and had a good hold over the StUCETE=.
ﬁ;llﬂrnzgfgﬁg Department was active andsf:m :m bET;-Iﬁ Pgi
Surya Bali Singh an
he secret reports Kunwar :
;f:urfger bmfl‘E’.'I Avinash Chand Singh were arrested. The
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arrest of Kunwar Surya Bali Singh 1i
was difficult to checgthe tide o{? ntzﬂgﬂs ﬁ;i:;;h;!' If
lathi-charge could not deter them. A lonp;‘ rocessi A
enchanting slogans moved on. “A few HHI:'I'IES of
leaders may be mentioned as Yamuna Prasad Shastri,"
Shankar Nagar, Mohan Singh Karchuli, Veerendra in
Purushottam, Chandra Pratap Tiwari, Nirbha
Prasad, Guru Ratan Singh, and Dinesh Prasazi Surs
Prasad, Yamuna Prasad Shastri, Guru Ratan Sir l-:l
DIEESII Prasad were injured in lathi-charge” 10~ e

Sursari Prasad, a stout boy carried the flag and Babull
who had loud voice sang. (“Fras @&t f2ry f‘n‘ q
S B, ST 2 & R e 71 R T ) Flags w

rown in the Martand School hostel through window
a_nd were distributed among the hostellers. Copi £
h_thn‘ magazine ‘Ran-Bheri’ were also thrown I
dlsmbuﬁﬂn: A search by the police was made twice m
house of Bajranga Bania (opposite Boarding House), when
a few students lived and which was also a meeting place o
students. An ‘Autobiography’ of Pt. Nehru WESP;! vl
there and was confiscated. The local police e
S}mpiathetic to the students and gave definite ?I'If{)l'ma ion
we]% in advance of time. In spite of the fact that :
section 144 not more then five persons could assembl the

huge processions was arranged for three consecutive 3&’ 5,

Ther students were angry with Rao Sahib Ch

Chairman Rewa LState Defence Committee, wha ]

presented Wooldridge the sum collected for Fighter Pla 6

therefore, they decided to burn the effigy of Rao Sahib in.

front of his residence. The procession of effigy started il

Chhota Mandir in Chirahula Road and moved on ith

?—l:lgans ‘Inglab Zindabad'. The effigy was burnt pear:efu]l §

Fa]allfnama Kant Singh was arrested and imprisoned ?

uma (a State building converted into jail) where

Kunwar Surya Bali Singh was already imprisoned. A few

persons were caned while a few others were clamp;ed with |

ara-beri (3z1 T9). It was throu ._
the letters from outside”,!! it swecpets thiat we could get
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Student leaders were arrested and after some time
“Dinesh Chand died in the Frri'_-m::m.”.'2 The repression made
the situation even more explosive, that is why, by the
orders of the Administrator dated 19.9.42, the college and
the schools of Rewa were closed and were opened after
about one month when the students and the guardians
signed a prescribed form of undertaking. One student
“Bhanwar Lal Jasu left the school and went to Boondi
(Rajasthan), his home place, where he along with other
students hoisted the tricolour flag in Gov't. Inter College
Boondi”.'® The principal of the college G.R.S. Dugwekar
was asked by the Gov't to leave the placeAvithin twenty
four hours as a punishment.

“At that time Bengali students namely Ajit Kumar
Chatterji, Amit Kumar Chatterji, Subodh Kumar
Bhattacharya, Pramod Kumar Bhattacharya, Ravindra Dey
and Sudhir Kumar Maitra etc. formed a sceret association
and wrote bulletins carrying Anti-British matter. These
hand written bulletins were thrown in Raghuraj Sahitya
Parishad, Venkat Vidya Sadan, Pandey Tola Library and
Uprahti Library in off hours. When a student joined this
association he put a mark (feeka) of his blood on his
forehead and vowed to maintain secrecy’ e 38

In the third week of September many students and
citizens including Thakur Arjun Singh, Editor, ‘Prakash’
Hindi Weekly were arrested. The students felt highly
outraged and organised processions in Rewa, Satna and
Burhar (Shahdol). Many students including Krishna Pal
Singh were arrested in Burhar and a few in Satna also. Still
the processions and the demonstrations continued and
continued the repressive measures resorted to by the Govt.
More citizens and students were arrested in the month of
October. The chief among the citizens was Hafiz Faizan
Khan, Advocate, who was arrested by the Sub-Inspector

Hamza Khan in the mid-night. Section 144, arrests and

lathi-charge had become the regular feature during the

agitation and the Gov't. left no stone unturned to crush the
movement. Consequently all the student leaders and
prominent public leaders including women were in the jail.
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It took a few months for the Govt to crush fl
movement,

In the meantime the Enquiry Commission
completed its work and the Maharaja was allowed to coy
back to Rewa with limited powers and with certy
conditions imposed upon him. |

Wooldridge was called back by the Govt. of India al
E.B. Wakefield was sent to manage the affairs of the Staf
in 1944,

When Maharaja came back to the State in 1944, a Coung
of Ministers was already formed. Process of releasing {l
persons arrested in 1942 began in 1944, when Lg
Yadvendra Singh and Pt. Shambhu Nath Shukla
released from jail on the 15th January 1944. In 1945 C.C.|§
Smith was appointed as Chief Minister of the Couneil
which was headed by the Maharaja. b

On 16th October 1945, on the eve of Dussehra, Maharai
Gulab Singh declared responsible gov't. in the State. He
was the first ruler in India to have taken such a step. |
feadl #1 &' ‘Rewa is of Rewaites’ came out the slogan. Re: 3,-”
speaking, he came back to the State with limited ,-....*
and was obliged to accept the decisions of the Council:
which at times he evaded. f

Pt. Nehru gave his statement in favour of the declaration,
whereby the Maharaja got the support from the Congress,
In the light of the role of the Pawaidars and the attitude of
the British Govt. the Maharaja for some time had secretly
been developing contacts with Nehru and Gandhi. “It is
noteworthy that in Tripuri Session of All India Congress, in
51 elephants procession, the five elephants in the command
of Subhan Mahawat were from Rewa State”.'® |

Having received the news of the declaration of
Responsible Gov’t. the British Govt. wrote to the Maharaja,
"H.E. the Viceroy is in full agreement with ynu.tj
declaration but he thinks that it would not be possible to
implement the same as long as you are in the State
therefore, you are hereby deposed. You will not enter the
provinces of U.P., C.P. and Bihar".'® Later on, the ban was
removed and the Maharaja began to live in Allahabad.
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Maharaja, having been deposed on the 3]st January 1946,
his son Maharaj Kumar Martand Singh was recognised as
ruler on the 6th Feb. 1946, Maharaja Martand Singh paid
his attention towards Constitutional Reforms in the State.
The Declaration of the responsible gov't. made by
Maharaja Gulab Singh, who did j:rgt have full powers, did
not carry much weight but it was definitely annoying to the
Rritish Gov't. Of course it had publicity value and threw
light on the intelligence and workmanship of the Maharaja.

Rice Collection Movement

The State Gov't. which was very much under the influence
of Central Gov't. started collecting rice form the farmers in
place of land revenue, at the rate of Rs. 8 per maund while
in the market the rates ranged from Rs. 12 to 18 per maund.
The farmers refused to give the rice and began to
participate in the meetings organised by the Praja Mandal.
A memorandum in the leadership of Pt. Shambhu Nath
Shukla was submitted by the farmers to T.C.S. Jairatnam,
the then Chief Minister of Rewa State. It contained the
suggestions to exempt petty farmers and to raise the price
of rice to Rs. 10 instead of Rs. 8. The Chief Minister assured
the farmers to consider their demands but the collection of
rice continued as usual. At the same time the meetings and
the processions were banned vide an Ordinance issued by
the State Gov’t. on the 26th February, 1947.

On the one hand the Gov't started the collection of rice
by force, on the other the farmers decided in great number
to oppose the move. Thus, the movement led by Praja
Mandal and Congress Socialist Youth started at many
places. On the 28th February, 1947, a few thousand farmers
assembled at Badwar (a village near Gurh, twenty five
kilometres away from Rewa) and refused to give rice when
demanded by the State employees. The situation worsened
when three persons were arrested on the spot. The
lathi-charge failed to disperse the mob which had checked
the onward march of the police. Consequently orders were
given by the Dy. Commissioner to shoot, due to which
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many persons received injuries and Tribhuwan [
died on the spot. As the movement became more foe
the Gov’t. resorted to repressive measures—arrests
imposition of section 144. In a similar incident on th
March 1947 at Shivrajpur, near Naigarhi, eight pes
received injuries and Bhairau Prasad died on the spe
police firing. Many arrests were made. The promii
among the leaders arrested were Satya Deo, Baij N
Dube, Prakash Narayan and Lal Yadvendra Singh. At
of prominent leaders including Shivanandji were mud
Satna also. He was arrested many times on Wi
occasions earlier and was also expelled from the State,
“On the 14th March 1947 a few persons met Mahi
Gulab Singh, the deposed ruler living in Shankar €
House, Mutthi Ganj, Allahabad and told him abouf
collection of rice in lieu of land revenue, by force.
The Maharaja told that he himself got the rice purel
from the market and got it sent to the British Govt. whi
was asked by them during war. He advised them
complain to the Central Gov't. against the Police at; orl
and the actions of the State Gov't. Five persons nai
Keshari Singh (Naigarhi), Himmat Bahadur
(Rampur), Vishnu Dhari Ram (Shivrajpur), Panch Bali
Singh (Rampur) and Ram Prakash (Shivraj
accompanied by two persons Sita Prasad Payasi (I
Nagar) and Chakra Pani (Gangev) deputed by
Maharaja went to Delhi. Keshari Singh was their leut
The expenses of the whole team were met by Sita Prl
Payasi, the nominee of the Maharaja. Those days
railway fare from Allahabad to Delhi was Rs. 21 per I
only. They met Dr. Dwarika Nath Kachru, Secretary o
Jawahar Lal Nehru and later on Pt. Nehru, Vice-Preside
Interim Council (Prime Minister), Interim Gov't, |
assured them that all the persons arrested would
released soon.'” L
Keshari Singh too was arrested in due course of H
About 100 persons were arrested in Rice Move '
some of them were released on request for pardon, Al
25 persons were left in the jail and were released later
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"Keshari Singh, who was arrested on 8th April 1947, was
released from Central Jail, Rewa on 11th May 1947 by the
orders of the Chief Secretary, Rewa state No. 3673 Dt
11.547 in persuance of the letter &f the Prime Minister,
Interim Gov’t. No. 108 Dt. 11.5.47.18

The action of Police firing of Rewa State Gov't was
widely condemned. Syed Hamid Ali, Chief Secretary,
Madhya Bharat Deshi Rajya Lok Parishad conducted an
enquiry into the affair and condemned the Gov't. Policy of
firing. He suggested that an impartial enquiry against the
employees involved in firing should essentially be made.

Nagod. With the formation of Praja Mandal in 1946 in
Nagod State, the Praja Mandal workers did their best to
create national awakening in the State and to raise their
voice against the wrong policies of the State. The active
workers were jailed on various charges. “On the 6th
September 1946, a meeting and a procession was
organised. As the procession carrying the photograph of Pt.
lawahar Lal Nehru in the front line reached the students
playground, it was lathi charg; 19 On the 12th December
the local office (a meeting place of the Praja Mandal
workers) was raided and on the 13th a public meeting was
disturbed at Sitpura. There was a huge gathering at Sitpura
with prominent leaders of Nagod, besides the guest leaders
from Tikamgarh and Sarila also. The paid unsocial
clements bearing lathis arrived on the spot, all of a sudden,
and began to beat the people. There was no check upon them
and they gave the poor people a terrible lashing. After this a
few public leaders were arrested and sent to jail.

In the last week of December 1946 Pt. Parmanand, the
famous Revolutionary leader visited Nagod and addressed
the public. It resulted in great awakening and excitement in
the public. On the 2nd January 1947, Shri Hamid Al and
Shri Sita Ram Jaju, Office bearers of Madhya Bharat Deshi
Rajya Lok Parishad, visited Nagod for an enquiry into
Sitpura lathi lashing and met the ruler also.

Cyelostyled papers and bulletins which were published
from Satna Office and distributed in Nagod from time to
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time helped in getting mass support towards Praja Mang
movement and in exposing the policies of the State.

Praja Mandal movement was started in the State again i
March 1947 against the repressive policy of the rule
Besides Nagod proper, it was organised in big villages @
the State also. The programme were—flag songs, fla
processions, meetings and lectures throwing light on L
repressive policy of the Gov't. The batches of Satyagrahy
came from Jaso, Ajaigarh and Kothi and worked togeth
with Nagod Satyagrahis.

All sorts of repressive measures—arrests, punishmenty
fines, confiscation of property and registration of fals
cases were resorted to by the Govt. “A few students whi
participated in the movement were expelled from Hi
school. They may be named as Yuraj Singh (Khamrehi),
Bare Lal Yadav (Nagod) and Motiman Singh (Amkui)™.*
Many Satyagrahis were lashed with shoes.

The President, Vice-President, General Secretary of Prij
Mandal and a host of other leaders were arrested on the
22nd May. There being no medical facilities in the Jail, S {
Gopal Sharan Singh was very much reduced in healthi
Complete hartal was observed in the market in protest ol
Police lathi charge in which a Swayam Sewak from Orchha
received serious injury.

“On the 23rd February, 1947 Shri Ram Sajiwan Gautam
(Ex-MLA Vindhya Pradesh) organised a public meeting af
village Pithaurabad (Nagod State) and got full active
co-operation from Ram Pratap Chaube, a U
enthusiastic local worker, whose voice had magic effect
and could attract the public to become members of th
Congress when he sang the national song. Pro-Maharaja
elements could not tolerate the role of Ram Pratap Chaube
and the success of the meeting and murdered him that very
night. '

Next day the police arrested Ram Sajiwan Gautam and
members of the family of the deceased, They were tortured
and released after some days”.”’

In a letter to Pancham Lal Ji, famous freedom fightery
Banka Pahari, Shri Gopal Sharan Singh wrote on 7.6.47. “If
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is already known to you that Satyagrah was going on in
Nagod. The torture of this place surpassed that of the
movement of 1942. Uchehra town was looted, women were
beaten and men were beaten so severely that their heads
were broken. In short an unprecedented example of torture
was there.

At last the Praja Mandal did win and the Satyagrah
concluded successfully. Raja Sahab himsell put _the
proposals for a compromise after whiFH all the pnhhcgl
prisoners were released and Naﬁud Maintenance of Public
Order Act, 1947 was cancelled”.”

Reforms were made in the Constitution of State Praja
Parishad and election was held on the basis of reformed
Constitution. The ministry was formed and Shri Jagannath
Prasad became the Chief Minister.

Chhatarpur. The Quit India Movement, 1942 had its
impact on Chhatarpur State also. “On the 11th August 1942
a meeting of the District Congress Committee was held at
village Mukhri. It was attended by Sarva Shri Chhaturbhuj
Pathak, Prem Narayan Khare, Gyasi Lal Gupta, Ha_rpalpur;
Madan Gopal and Pyare Lal Chaurasia, Maharajpur, etc.
Prem Narain Khare, Chaturbhuj Pathak and Gyasi Lal
Gupta were expelled from the State, while Madan Gopal
and Pyare Lal Chaurasia, Maharajpur, were qrrested.
Consequently strike was observed and a procession was
organised at Maharajpur. The procession was lathi charged
and many workers—Hargovind Vidyarthi, Hargovind
Chaurasia, Phool Chand Pathak {Fhul!an}ia Bhagirath
Chaurasia and Ayodhya Prasad were injured”.

“In December, 1942, a large number of people of Madra
formulated a plan to loot the tahsil office of Mahoba. They
even reached Mahoba. But the British Government came to
know of the plan and a number of people, including Gopal
(Gokul) Prasad Mahashay were arrested. Warrants were
also issued for the arrest of Dindayal Tiwari, Ram Sahai
Tiwari and Azad but they evaded arrest for six months.
Ultimately, Din Dayal Tiwari was caught at Mahoba
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Hospital while undergoing treatment and was sentence
two years imprisonment””.
“At the time when Quit India Movement started
young persons of Chhatarpur namely—Jang Bahadl
Singh, Shiv Narayan Khare, Mukund Sakha Ka
Newalkar, Mahendra Kumar Manav and his young
brother Surendra Kumar Jain were studying at Allahaby
where they got a chance to hear prominent national leads
and to participate in the activities going on there. 1
The day Lal Padm Dhar Singh of Kripalpur (Rewa Stal
received martyradom at Allahabad, a few students
Chhatarpur participated in two different processions™
Shri Jang Bahadur Singh got the bullet injury to his rigl
thigh. )
Shri Mahendra Kumar Manav took an active part in {f
movement of 1942 at Allahabad. Later he participated I
the Satyagrah movement at Amarpatan and Hoshangabad
He was arrested at Hoshangabad and imprisoned
Hoshangabad, and later at Jabalpur Central }ai].% I
Other noted freedom fighters who participated in I
movement outside Chhatarpur may be named as Jai
Bahadur Singh and Babu Janki Prasad. Shri Jang Bahadu
Singh, an Advocate of Chhatarpur took an active part |
the movement for establishing Responsible Govt's in t
states of Bundelhand during 1940-47. His main centres ¢
political activities were at Banaras, Allahabad and ,
He was imprisoned for participating in these activitied
Babu Janki Prasad, an Advocate of Nowgong (Chhatarpug
participated in the Satyagarh movements in 1932-34 ani
1942 at Mahoba, Hamirpur and other places,z?
A meeting of the Praja Mandal was organised at village
Kusma, Chhatarpur, in February, 1947 in which full
responsible government was demanded by the peopli
Those were the days when Tri-Colour Flag could not '
hoisted in Chhatarpur town therefore Praja Mandal decided
to organise a meeting and a Flag Procession at Pan Daribé
in the town. On the 11th March, a Satyagrah was started i
front of the Darbar Kachehri (office). Many persons wen
sent to Jail. '
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The movement for the responsible government was
further strengthened in 1947, when students and }ruluths
joined and took active part in it. One of the processions,
agitating for responsible government was lat_hf-charged, in
which Vidyavati Chaturvedi was seriously injured. Many
persons were arrested. Dashrath Jain went und_ergmund.
He then proceeded to Rﬂnagar and started working for the
movement in villages”.

anrkers from gaﬂ.l over the State assembled at Mau
Sahania in a meeting of Praja Mandal and decided to give a
fillip to the movement. Hundreds of Srrtyn'_gmhrs
participated in the movement in the mun&}s of A:prﬂ and
May, 1947. They were harassed and punished in many
ways. Besides lathi-charge, day-long detention and
sufferings of hunger and thirst in camp Jails, thr_?}"were also
fined and imprisoned. Thirty persons were jailed for a

i nging from 4 months to one year. _
i:"l?'lill‘:i{na-!I fjadg;rf—mear Hira Singh, Pt. Ram Sahai Tiwari,
Madan Gopal Chaurasia, Kashi Prasad Ma]'n_to and a }-unst of
others were detained for many days at Ganj camp jail. As a
punishment Satyagrahis were also sent by trucks to the
Ghati of Deora Kishangarh, from where they lf_tad to come
back to Chhatarpur on foot and thus, cover a distance of 45
miles. Thakur Dhamkan Singh, the chief worker of Rajput
Mandal dragged the Satyagrahis from Darbar Hall to the
market. They were injured and humiliated.

The underground Praja Mandal workers ar_ranged to
send the group of Satyagahis to Chhatarpur without any
break. The news of the activities of Praja Maftdai were sent
from Mahoba camp (U.P.) to Jhansi daily and were
published from there. _ .y ) _

On 13th May, 1947 Shri Gopikrishna Vijayvargiya,
President Madhya Bharat Deshi Rajya Lok Parishad
reached Chhatarpur and marked the progress of the
movement. As a pre-condition of any compromise with the
State Gov’t. it was essential that all the prisoners of the
movement be released. They were released on the 15th
May and a compromise was made that very day. As an
interim arrangement Pt. Ram Sahai Tiwari was included as
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a people’s representative in the State Council on the 24
May 1947. _

The movement was a great success and received i
co-operation form all lovers of freedom. The campin
arrangement of Satyagralis was made by Jain Samaj. |
ladies of the Samaj worked day and night for cooking fi
to Satyagralis. The Chaurasia Samaj of Garhi Maleh
Maharajpur and Swarnkar Samaj of Rajnagar af
Chhatarpur made notable contributions. The workers a
the leaders had to suffer a lot. Besides the leaders §
Chhatarpur State, who participated in the movement, S
Gopi Krishna Vijaivargiya, President Madhya Bharat Dgl
Rajya Lok Parishad and its General Secretary Syed Ham
Ali gave necessary guidance from time to time. Shri Sh
Khan, a popular leader of Jhansi was also associated
the activities of Chhatarpur Praja Mandal.

Tikamgarh. Quit India Movement had little effect |
Tikamgarh but the workers of Tikamgarh took part in
neighbouring State of U.P. Orchha Seva Sangh, which wi
formed on 25742 contained the programmes |
socio-economic reforms in the State. When Quite Ind
Movement was started on the 9th August 1942, Lala Ran
Bajpai did some work in Niwari (Orchha State) and Jhan
(U.P.) An arrest warrant against him was issued by th
British Govt. but the Orchha State Govt. did not arrest hin
In this movement the workers of Tikamgarh—Laxm
Narayan Naik, Chhote Lal Richhariya, Ram Kumar josh
and Raja Ram Yadav were imprisoned in Jhansi Jail. I
1945-46 Orchha Seva Sangh established its connection with
Madhya Bharat Deshi Rajya Lok Prishad and begarn W
work as Praja Mandal of Tikamgarh State.

Chandera Satyagrah. Orchha Seva Sangh was to orga
a camp (shivir) of workers from 16th December 1946 to 314l
Dec. 1946 at Chandera. The Govt. which was facing
problem due to students’ agitation and the sweepers’ stril
wanted to stop it therefore, it declared Chandera, plagy
affected area. Still the active workers could not be checke
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some were arrested on the way and others were harshly
beaten on the spot by the police. Thereupon a decision was
taken to start a satyagrah against the police atrocities, as
well as for the establishment of responsible government. A
resolution for full responsible government was already
passed in May 1946 in the meeting of Orchha Seva Sangh at
Niwari and was repeated in May 1947. A meeting of
Orchha Seva Sangh which was presided over by the
famous revolutionary leader Pt. Parmanand on the 9th and
10th November, 1947 at the village Bamhori Kalan decided
lo start the movement for responsible government from 1st
December 1947. A plan was chalked out for it and Shri Lala
Ram Bajpai was made the Dictator under whose guidance
the movement was to start. He deputed Shri Narain Das
Khare, a devoted and sincere worker to organise Satyagrah
in Badagaon Jagir area.

Sometimes ago Narain Das Khare had already led a
Safyagrah in that region and achieved success in the
movement to get certain rights for the Harijans. He issued
an appeal to the people to make the Satyagrah starting from
Ist December, 1947 a success. On a definite date the elected
members of Dhara Sabha and the Municipal Council
resigned from their office as a part of the programme.

Rajput Seva Sangh formed with the support of Jagirdars
decided to check the Satyagrah. One day before the
scheduled date when Shri Khare was going back to
likamgarh from Baragaon by his cycle he was murdered
by some miscreants near Narosa stream (maala). His body
was cut into pieces and thrown into Dhasaan river. Shri
Narain Das Khare became a martyr before he could lead
the Satyagrah for responsible gov't. in Tikamgarh State. His
martyrdom ventilates the role of reactionary forces in the
freedom movement in Tikamgarh.

Maharaja Veer Singh Ju Deo, who was at Bombay, felt
sad, when he received the news of the death of Shri Narain
Jas Khare and decided on the 17th December, 1947 to
declare responsible gov't. in the State. That he did after his
coming back to Tikamgarh.
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Martyr Narain Das Khare, Tikamgarh

Charkhari. Due to dictatorial rule of Diwan Ainucdil
there was no movement in the State in the year 1942 by
the two leaders of the State namely Gokul Prasad Dihull
and Asharfi Lal participated in Quit India Movement i
August 1942 at Hamirpur (U.P.).

Praja Mandal became active in the State in the ye
1946-47. Seth Badri Pd, the then Diwan of the State tried 0
create a rift in the Praja Mandal but the movement could nil
be checked. Praja Mandal elections were held on 5249
whereby Pt. Mannu Lal Dwivedi was elected President ang
Shri Kamta Prasad Saxena, Chief Secretary. In the guidant
of the new executive of Praja Mandal the movement ¢
responsible gov't. was started. Shri Babu Ram Chaturvi
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and 5mt. Vidyawati Chaturvedi of Chhatarpur made
notable contributions to the movement in inspiring the
people and in creating an atmosphere for the movement.
(In 25.3.47 a big rally was organised and complete hartal
was observed for two days. The employees did not attend
the office and the Kothi of the Diwan was besieged
(wheraoed). Since the ruler of the State was a minor, Raja
Mahipal Singh of Sarila was.appointed as Regent, who
looked into the affairs of the State. “On his request the
Central Reserve Police was sent from Nowgong
cantonment to the State. The Political Agent got fixed the
three machine guns facing towards the High School, the
meeting venue and the residence of Shankar Pratap Singh
respectively”.”

Repressive measures in the form of lathi charge, arrests,
imprisonment and termination of the services of Gov't.
servants were adopted. “The name of Dillipat Lodhi,
resident of Gudha near Charkhari deserves special
mention. He was a man of robust physique and usually
remained in the front line of the procession. He was a man
who received highest number of lathi-blows and was
imprisoned thrice. In_the later part of his life he began to
lead a saintly life”?® Prominent leaders were sent to
Nowgong Jail. Mannu Lal Dwivedi (later M.L.A., M.P.) and
Shankar Pratap Singh (later Collector, Chhatarpur) went
underground. “The movement started from the house of
Shankar Pratap Singh, who was a near relative of the ruler
that is why the ruler became very angry with him. He was
o be arrested the next day but he left the house in the
previous night at 10 and moved on a tonga to a place
nearby where Shri Kamta Prasad Saxena seated on a car
was waiting for him. Next morning when his house was
raided, nothing was found. Eleven boxes, carrying his
poods were already sent to the residence of Md. Yahya
Alwi alias Chungu Bhaiya_who too was an active
participant in the movement””.?

On 5.4.47 in a big sabha organised in the auspices of
Praja Mandal an ulimatum was given to the State that a
Satyagrah would be launched if the demands for
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responsible gov't. and other reforms were not Fulfilled s
254.47. The Gov't. on its part, decided to suppress
movement and began to use repressive measures ¢yl
before 25.4.47. Hundreds of persons were lathi charged o
imprisoned. The batches of Satyagralis continued to com
from neighbouring states of Bundelkhand
neighbouring districts of UJP. Complete fhartal
observed as the movement went on. At last under th
pressure of Madhya Bharat Deshi Rajya Lok Parishag |
compromise between Praja Mandal and Charkhari Sk
was made on 7.847. As a result the Salyagrahis Wi
released from Jail and a popular ministry was formed. A
the same time it was decided that a Constitutional Refory
Committee would be formed to think over certain reforn
in the State. 4

Datia. There was a little effect of Quit India Movement
Datia. The activities which were marked “were the spiril :
lectures of Shri Ram Charan Lal Verma and Shri Shyail
Sundar Shyam in the villages of Datia. Shri Shiv Naray
Khare and Shri Shyam Sundar Shyam had to re
underground for thirty four ::ln}rs".n

But there was a very strong movement in 1946 again
Ainuddin, the then Diwan of Datia and a pet Officer &
British Gov’t. Thus, indirectly the movement was again
the Political Deptt, Govt. of India.

In December 1943, Ainuddin was appointed as Diwang
Datia. Within a short period he earned a bad name @
account of his dictatorial nature and ill temperament, “I§
1944 Laxman Singh Bundela, Ram Singh Saila Wale an
Babu Lal Goswami were expelled from Datia State i
Defence of India Rules and Smt. Laxmi Bai (Grauna)
arrested”’.

“From 6th to 8th Oct. 1946 Datia Praja Mandal held
meeting in which Pandit Parmanand, Swami Swarajanaiy
and Maulvi Ali Ahmad of Bharatpur and a host of othi
leaders delivered spirited lectures criticising the Diw,
vehemently and demanding the establishment
Responsible Govt”.” The lectures of prominent p
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created great enthusiasm in the people who started the
movement for responsible gov't and for the removal of the
Diwan of the state. The Diwan used repressive measures
and the ruler could not tackle the problem efficiently. The
Resident, Indore, came to Datia on the 11th November 1946
and intensified the repressive measures. Crown Police was
called from Neemuch and hundreds of persons were
injured in lathi charge. A large number of people were
arrested and sent to jail. Dr. Radhe Shyam Akchhar
organised the movement in the beginning. After his arrest
Shri Hit Kishore Pastore took the reigns in his hands. He
too was arrested and Shiv Ram Sewak Sharma assumed the
leadership at last. Other prominent leaders, who were sent
to jail may be named as Babu Lal Goswami, Madho Singh,
Govind Prasad Mishra, Balkrishna Tiwari, Babu Lal Rawat,
Bhaiya Lal Vyas and Kanhaiya Lal Contractor.

Instead of being suppressed the movement became more
strong. “Even the Gov’t. Servants numbering many
hundreds joined it and submitted their resignations. Shyam
Sundar Shyam and Babu Lal Vyas joined the movement
while in Gov't. Service. The businessmen and the
shopkeepers observed complete hartal and the market was
closed for one month. Only grass and salt were sold in the
market during the period of hartal. At last on the initiative
of Corefield, Secretary to the Viceroy of India, the
movement was withrawn and a compromise was made”.>”

Diwan Ainuddin was removed from Datia on the 6th
December, 1946. Those arrested were released and
assurance was given that no one would be punished for
having participated in the movement and that a Council
would be formed for Constitutional Reforms in the State.

It was a mass movement organised by Praja Mandal
workers and other political workers of Datia with the
co-operation of almost all the sections of the people. The
poem of late Chaturesh ji (Pardesi apne ghar jao) became
very popular at that time. The movement was uniquie in the
sense that Govt. Servants participated in it and submitted
their resignations en masse to the Gov't. “According to
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competent political observers Datia was the only plage!
the country where Gandhiji's technique of non-viole
non-cooperation was adopted so faithfully and with su
singular success”’
‘ We have thus seen that Quit India Movement 1942 g
its impact on a few Princely States of Baghelkhand ar
Bundelkhand and that even after 1942, movements a gain
the atrocities of the rulers and for responsible 2OVt Wi
organised mostly by Praja Mandal in a number of States.
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CHAPTER NINE

Independence of India and Aftermath

On 15th August, 1947, India was free from British rul
not the people of Princely States of India or n::f Vi I‘ »
region, who were still under the absolute authority of th
an_.ces. Of course the immediate effect of [ndepend};n
ndia was that the movement in the Princely Stat B,#
good fillip. Here are a few instances of Vindhya re fsn

_Dnjﬁﬂ.-i? an organization ‘Bundelkhand Lok F%aris' ',
with Pt. Babu Ram Chaturvedi as President, was fﬂrmed‘"‘

Nﬂwgnng in order t i
: 0 give support to the m mernt- e
responsible gov’t in the region. % OVErmEHE 0%

Maihar. It was decided by the Parishad to take u
case -:1Jf Maihar State-w.e.f. 22.9.47. On the 20th Sept.em%er'
meeting was helfi at Satna and as per decision of the
watlng a dglegatmn was sent to Maihar to talk to the ruley
aij Nath Singh, who got the members of the deIegati' ;
arrlestle}::l. They were released after eight days 3

n the meantime Satyagrahis be i

gan to arrive at M .
}'he house of Ganga Prasad Chaurasia was made the -:ll;w
I:um where the activities were conducted. Shri Ganga
: ;asa—:iic Chaurasm_ was good enough that he alone aff-::-:l -H.-I
: :Ina e the fooding arrangement for the Satyagrahis. Fromy
{:ﬂ}f y morning Shri Jang Bahadur Singh and Pt. Babu Ram
aturvedi moved from village to village to contact he
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people. There was a reign of terror in the State and the
people had no courage to join the Satyagrah against the
ruler but gradually when they heard the lectures of these
loaders they were impressed and came forward to join the
Satyagrah.

“A meeting of Satyagrah Organising Committee
presided over by Syed Hamid Ali was held at Uchehra on
1.10.47. The following members were present.

Shri Babu Ram Chaturvedi, Chhatarpur—Organiser.
Shri Mannulal Dwivedi, Charkhari.

Shri Nathu Ram Saxena, Tikamgarh.

Shri Ramadhar Pandey, Maihar.

Shri Jang Bahadur, 5a rila.

Shri Shiv Narayan Khare, Khaniadhana.

Shri Gopal Sharan Singh, Nagod.

Shri Ram Kishore Verma, Bijawar.

Shri Dadan Singh, Nagod.

Shri Ganpat Prasad, Nagod; Shri Lala Ram Vajpai, Chief
Secretary, Madhya Bharat Deshi Rajya Lok Parishad"”."

it was decided in the meeting that the Satyagrah would
be started if the demands were not fulfilled by 25.10.47.

Satyagrah started on 25.10.47 as the ruler was indifferent
towards the demands of Praja Mandal. Two batches started
Satyagrah—one at Maihar and the other in the rural area.
On the 28th, Shri Gopal Sharan Singh addressed a
gathering of about five thousand persons and appealed to
them to organise themselves under Praja Mandal. Shri Shiv
Narain Khare writes. “Our Satyagrah was completely
non-violent and we used to move in the lanes of Maihar
smging'ﬁmmﬁmw.ﬁmq?ﬁﬁnhmqﬂﬁm
G E¥ e A 11 Our slogans were 1. SH@R 417 i
i o, 8 T T 2 T AR A 3, b A At W

The ruler pitched Zamindars against the Satyagrahis and
called goondas from the other State to terrorise them. They
moved with lathis, knives and swords. The Satyagrahis felt
as if the death was swinging before them.

“The meeting was normally held at chauraha in Katra.
The flag was hoisted and flag song was Sung. Heavy lathi
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charge was made two days. One day in front of the pala
and the other day before the house of Fakirchand Chop
The intention was that the outsiders who came to Maihat |
organise the Satyagrah should go away”ﬁ

“On the 9th December 1947, early at 3 a.m. the leads

present at Maihar were arrested. Their names are §
follows: 3

:l

L. Shri Babu Ram Chaturvedi, Chhatarpur Stal
(Organiser of the Satyagrah). |

2. 5Shri Shiv Narain Khare, Khaniadhana State.

3. Shri Gopal Sharan Singh, Nagod State.

4. Shri Dadan Singh, Nagod State.

5. Shri Ram Kishore Verma, Bijawar State.

6. Shri Badri Prasad, President Praja Mandal,
State.

On the 9th and 10th heavy lathi charge was made on the
Satyagrahis participating in prabhat pheri (morning march)
Sixty persons were seriously wounded” |

The Satyagrahis were beaten by Maihar Shanti Dal
Lq_aandas called from outside). The lady Satyagrahis—Smi
Vidyawati Chaturvedi, Chhatarpur, Smt. Cﬂampa i
(wife of Ganga Pd. Chaurasia, Maihar) and Smt. Dharm
Vati, Kaimor, were also beaten harshly. F

When a batch of Satyagrahis coming from the villages
was taking rest besides Ghoosdoo river, before it reached
Maihar, “the State Police reached there and began to peat
them by lathis without any reason, Many persons fled
away but the brave Sampa, a young person resident of the
village Sabhaganj, with tri colour flag in hand and saying
B.‘Tnmf Mata ki Jai’ remained standing. The Police and the
Raja Shahi hired goondas called from Banda, U.P. beat him
to death in the Ghoosdoo river and burnt his dead bod in
the Jungle Bermain”. ¢ 1

“The satyagrahis who were in Jail were treated a3
nrdmar_}r prisoners and were required to do labour work:
They did not receive proper medical aid, as there was only:
one doctor (Dr. Mitra) in Maihar”,® ’
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About thirty five Satyagrahis came to Maihar from
different states of Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand—
Chhatarpur, Tikamgarh, Ajaygarh, Charkhari,
Khaniadhana, Panna, Nagod, Kothi, Banka Pahari,
Garrauli, Dhurwai, Alipura, Sarila, Bijawar, Gaurihar and
Satna (Rewa) efc. They came to encourage the local
Satyagrahis as well as to participate in the movement.

A few names of prominet leaders who participated in
the movement or helped for the success of the movement
may be mentioned as—Prem Narayan Khare, Tikamgarh;
Savitri Devi Sharma, Tikamgarh; Shyam Lal Sahu,
Tikamgarh; Lala Ram Bajpai, Nivari-Tikamgarh; Pancham
Lal Jain, Banka Pahari; Babu Ram Chaturvedi & Smt.
Vidyavati Chaturvedi, Chhatarpur; Shiv Narain Khare,
Khaniadhana; Jang Bahadur Singh, Sarila; Mannulal
Diwedi, Charkhari; Gopal Sharan Singh, Nagod; Hiralal
Sarraf, Maihar; Badri Pd. Dube, Vinaika-Maihar; Ganga Pd.
Chaurasia, Maihar; Ramadhar Pande, Mhaihar and Sampat
Teli alias Sampa (martyr) Maihar State”.”

The Satyagrah continued for about two months and
thousands of residents of Maihar, imbued with the spirit of
sacrifice, participated in it. The Satyagrah was successful
and atlast the Raja bowed down before the public and
declared responsible gov't.

Baoni (Kadaura Baoni). The signs of awakening in the
State began to appear in the period beginning from August
1946, especially with the efforts of Vishwanath Vyas and
Jagannath Verma. Soon began the Students’ movement,
which gave birth to the Peoples’ movement. The people
refused to work as begar (forced labour) and to give
animals to the ruler for hunting. In 1947 when the People’s
movement—Stop the payment of land revenue’ began, the
State Gov't. adopted all repressive measures, On the 25th
September, 1947 the Police checked the persons who were
going to attend a meeting organised by Praja Mandal at
Hardanupur. The news that Capt. Ahmad Hasan had tied
Ram Bharose gardener with a rope in the police station

—
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after arresting him, spread all over the town rapidly an|
made the people astir. The Captain ordered the police
fire and he also began to fire with a revolver. In thi
shooting incident eleven workers from different villag
were shot dead. One Police constable was also killed. Th
movement continued until a popular ministry was formed
on the 7th February, 1948. Vishwanath Vyas was appointi
as Chief Minister with two Ministers Munawwaruddis
Ahmad and Major Bashir Husain. The minis _
dissolved on the 5th April 48 after which the Nawab had o
delegate his powers to the Responsible Gov't”".? \
Baraundha. The State was well known for its political
activities right from 1921. In 1945 with the formation of
Praja Mandal the office bearers of the Mandal moved from
village to village to create an atmosphere for opposing the
wrongs of the State. Consequently in 1946 Ram Kripal
Dhaturha, an active member was arrested and imprisoned
for one month. On the 15th of August 1947 national flag

was hoisted and a procession was organised to celebrale

the Independence Day. On the 2nd February 1948, in a

meeting of Praja Mandal at Nakaila, a resolution for

demanding responsible gov't. from the ruler was passed

and to press the demand again a meeting followed by a

procession was held at Baraundha on the 16th February

1948. Consequently many workers were beaten.

Mahtain Firing. On the 19th February 1948, Dashrath Nai
and Kallu of the village Mahtain associated with the Praja
Mandal movement were arrested on the false charge of theft
due to which a sabha attended by a large number of people
was organised on the 20th Feb. 1948 for demanding the
release of the persons arrested and for criticising the
repressive policy of the State. A demonstration was alsg
arranged for the same. The Police fired at the
demonstrators and a person named Baur of village Chua
was injured. Nine members of Praja Mandal were also
arrested. It was but natural for the people to get excited
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due to these actions of the Palice. The Case of Mal_"ntmr;
firing was reported by Praja Mandal leaders to the Rlegmn;
Commissioner Nowgong, who ordered an enquiry into the
ma.:t]?rtlhe nine persons arrested were released by the efforts
raja Mandal leaders. _
o f:m}{a Mandal movement got a success In a fe"'f States,
while in others the movement went on pressing the
nd for self govt. ‘
demth the lnde%endem:e of India began the most delicate
and difficult task of integrating the Princely States into the
Indian Union. It was ably and expeditiously carried on by
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel assisted by V.P. Menon, St?memr;;
States Deptt. A memorandum was sent to all 'th: Princes o
Native States with a request to accede to iEhLE Indian Union.
It greatly interests the students of Fuh!lcal Science as I:G
how the peaceful transfer of power to Indian leaders by the
British Gov't. was followed by the voluntary surrender of
authority and transfer of power to the people of various
States by the Princes of India and also of ‘ufmdh}ra region.
Thus ended the remarkable period covering decades of
struggle to the cause of Freedom. The sacrifices of patriots

and the blood of brave martyrs bore fruit. Their dream was -

mgjmfua;;g\ed a new chapter in the History of India. So
far the problem of Princely States of India was concerned it
was tackled by the States Deptt. in three phases. The ﬁ:;i.t
phase was Accession of the Prmcelg Statesr to the
(Dominion) Union of India. The accession having been
completed, “the threatened fragmentation had been
averted and the whole country had come under one
Pﬂ'lll'lt::al:e?:?nrfi“ap‘hase, which followed rapidly, was
territorial  integration and the third was their
ratisation. )
dEEnmfras the process of integration which grouped thirty
five States of Baghelkhand and BundelkhanriIr into a
separate unit named Vindhya Pradesh. “It was
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inaugurated by Shri N.V. Gadgil, the then Union Minisi y
for Works, Mines and Power, on behalf of Sardar Vallabl
Bhai Patel, Minister for States, on the 4th April, 1948 ol
Rewa. His Highness Maharaja Martand Singh of Rewa a
sworn in as Raj Pramukh”".' |

] hE.nEW Union was named as Vindhva Pradesh an thi
suggestion of majority of the rulers. The view wa
endorsed by Praja Mandal leaders also”.M

Liberation of Goa. The history of the sacrifices of
people of Vindhya region was not closed with
formation of Vindhya Pradesh. The lovers of freedom
decided to go for a non-violent struggle against Portugue
Administration for the liberation of Goa, Daman and Diu,
the Portuguese overseas territories in India. §

After the lapse of British Paramountcy in India it 5
August 1947 the French Government also handed over the
administration of her territories (Pondicherry, Karikal,
Mahi) in India to the Government of Independent India if |
November, 1954 but the liberation of portuguese territo o ]
of Goa, Daman and Diu lingered on until 19th Decembery
:26], when the Gov’t. of India had no option but to us .

ree. 4

Role of Vindlya Pradesh in Goa Freedom Movement, It was a
Socialist Party sponsered movement in which the political
wm'lkers from various States of India participated. A
beginning was already made earlier by Dr. Ram Manuhar-.
Lohia and Nana Sahab Gore etc. who made unauthorised’
entry into Goa and were imprisoned. In Goa itself.
Gomantak Party was struggling for the liberation of Goa.
Ultimately it was decided by the Socialist Party of India ta
launch a Satyagrah on Gandhian Principles and to enter
Goa on the 15th August 1955. A twenty member gmup.
(Jattha) with delegates from the Distts. of Sidhi, Rewa,
Satna, Tikamgarh and Chhatarpur headed by Shri Chandra
Pratap Tiwari, the famous Socialist leader of Vindh
Pradesh, left Satna on the 10th August 1955 to join with
other Satyagrahis at Belgaum where they were to receive
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instructions relating to movement. Their last camp was at
Sosoli from where 86 Satyagrahis crossed the stream, (=)
entered the Portuguese territory of Goa on the 15th August
1955 at 8 a.m. and hoisted the Indian Flag. The Goan forces
<hot at the Satyagrahis killing a few and injuring many. As
per instructions of the Satyagrah Committee they were
removed to the Indian territory. Three members of
Vindhya Pradesh group namely Shri Yamuna Prasad
Shastri, Banka Baiga and Ram Bhajan Baiga were harshly
beaten”.'? Shri Yamuna Prasad Shastri received serious
injuries to his eyes and as a result lost his eye-sight. These
lovers of freedom who put their lives in stake have left
indeliable impressions in the History of Freedom
Movement of India.

Recapitulation and Conclusion (Findings). A long path
full of pits and thorns traversed by the lovers of freedom in
a spirit of courage and sacrifice ended in a bright
destination coveted since long, Freedom dawned upon us
and changed the shape of India. It is now opportune to
recapitulate the work and to derive definite conclusions
which the History of Freedom Movement ir Vindhya
Pradesh envelops in its many folds.

Freedom Movement in the Princely States of Vindhya
Pradesh has been studied in two parts—1. Revolt of 1857
rightly called the First War of Independence. II. Freedom
Movement in Gandhian Era.

The first part of the struggle was fought with weapons,
while the second part was fought without any weapons,
based on the Gandhian principle of non-violence (ahinsa).

The revolt of 1857 was suppressed all over India and
also in Vindhya region mainly due to tactfulness of the
British, their superiority of War technology and weapons
and above all the disunity of Indians. The graph of the
character of the Indians seen setting an example of its
loftiness was also seen falling so low as to prefer slavery to
freedom for selfish and short-lived interest.

But the spirit of Freedom did not die out. Lovers of
Freedom rose again to challenge the British rule in India
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and achieved the goal in the leadership of Mahat M
Gandhi. In Vindhya region the Congress Party was formed
quite late. The movement under the Congress Party started
first in Rewa State (Baghelkhand) while in Bundelkhandy
althought belated, a beginning was made in Tikamgarh
The movement got a fillip in almest all the States of
Baghelkhand and Bundelkhand, late in forties after [h
formation of Praja Mandals in those states. The political
workers of Jhansi did much to help their counter-part iff
the bordering Bundelkhand states. Pandit Parmanand}
resident of Sikraundha, Rath, Dist. Hamirpur, the famous

PL Parmanand, famous revolutionary leader (Distt. Hamirpur ULP)
who worked for national awakening in Bundelkhand States
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revolutionary leader associated with Ghadar Party, after
leading about 34 years of prison life “worked as a Praja
Mandal leader in the States of Vindhya Pradesh in 1946 and
created wakefulness in the States’ people towards national
consciousness”.”> Swami Swarajanand, Garautha (Jhansi)
and Diwan Shatrughna Singh, Mangrauth (Distt.
Hamirpur) also devoted themselves towards the same task.

Besides the non-violent movement, the Revolutionary
Movement of India also had its impact on a few Princely
States of Bundelkhand. The stay of Chandra Shekhar Azad
at Orchha (Tikamgarh State) in disguise, was instrumental
in creating secretly a Revolutionary Circle with members
from Datia, Khaniadhana and Jhansi Division. Azad
himself maintained contacts with the revolutionaries of
other provinces. Whatever the nature of the movement,
non-violent or revolutionary, the participants were
engaged in valient struggle.

The courage of the people opting for non-violence as a
means of struggle was indomitable. The political workers
had to work in very odd circumstances facing humiliation,
torture and punishment. A few had to sacrifice their lives
also. The ultimate result was Freedom. A few years after
India won Freedom, the political workers of Vindhya
Pradesh participated in Goa Liberation Movement also and
faced the repression made by Portuguese Administration.

During the course of this study we have come across a few
facts on the basis of which we may derive certain categorial
conclusions (Findings), which are enumerated below.

Conclusions (Findings)

1. There was despotic rule in all the 35 States of
Baghelkhand and Bundelkhand, which formed
Vindhya Pradesh after the attainment of
Independence of India. The people were the ‘ruled’
and had no will and voice of their own in the
administration of the State. The ruler enjoyed
unrestricted powers and his words had the force of
law. Virtually he was above law.
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2. Inspite of the absolutist order, the States could ng
save themselves from the waves of First War ¢
Independence, which struck some of these units o
Lovers of freedom came forward in a few States and
Jagirs and involved themselves in the rebellion o
1857 against the British. They were mainly from
Rewa, Sohagpur, Nagod, Maihar & Bijai-Raghogarhy
Dabhaura, Chhatarpur, Ajaigarh and Samthar. :
- Prior to 1857, there were many uprisings (Pre-multin
rebellions) against the British at many places o
Baghelkhand and Bundelkhand at various times.

A few prominent examples are those of Diwat
Bahadur Gopal Singh of Garrauli, Raja Parichhat of
Jaitpur, Chandels of Bhopari and Sengar Thakui
(The battle of Sathni and Itar.)

All these instances indicate that the people did naol
like the British and their dominance.
. The news of revolt of 1857 spread soon N
Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand States. The events al
Jhansi had their own effect on the neighbouring
Bundelkhand States. At Nowgong cantonment (St
of Chhatarpur), a soldiers’ company revolted, fired
at the British Officers’ tents and killed one British
Officer. Deshpat, the Commander of the Chhatarpii
Army, took a leading part in the revolt. Tatya Tope
joined by Deshpat attacked Charkhari. Bakhat Singh,
the Chief of Alipura, went into open rebellion wher
the revolt broke out. Subedar Rajjab Khan of Samthar
helped the Rani of Jhansi and killed many British
soldiers. Mir Farzand Ali of Ajaigarh, with the help
of Radha Govind, the rebel leader of Tarauha (Ka ﬁ"
posed a challange to the British and gave a tough

fight to them at many places of Eastern
Bundelkhand.

The rebels of Baghelkhand region—Rewa,
Sohagpur, Nagod, Maihar, Bijai Raghogarh,

Baraundha and Dabhaura were highly active. Shyam
Shah and Thakur Ranmat Singh of Rewa gave a
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tough fight to the British or pro-British army at many
places. The soldiers of an infantry at Naged rebelled.
The movement in Maihar and Bijai Raghogarh was
so fierce that the British found it difficult to control.
Dharajit Singh, Dalgarjan Singh and Ayodhva Singh
of Baraundha State rose as prominent rebels and a
fierce fight took place between the rebles of
Dabhaura and Gov't forces. But ultimately the revolt
was suppressed all over India and the rebels of
Vindhya region also were crushed and killed. It, in
no way proves that they failed in their mission.
Actually speaking the British exercised pressure on
various rulers and adopted all sorts of methods and
tacts to get a success.

The rebels got the inspiration from the atmosphere
prevailing in the neighbouring provinces of U.P. and
Bihar. To some extent the local conditions also had
their effect.

They extended their rebellious activities to other
parts of Vindhya region and the neighbouring
provinces, thus giving support to the rebels of that
area and providing strength to their activities.

In Gandhian era again the Freedom Fighters of the
Princely States of the region had to work in the face of
despotic rule of the princes. Rewa (Baghelkhand) was
the first State, where in fact, the Congress made an entry.
The students of Rewa studying at Allahabad, Lucknow
and Benaras and impressed with the movement going
on in those places, proved as carriers of the seeds of
freedom to Rewa.

The freedom movement and the activities going on
in Allahabad had notable impact on Rewa, while
those of Jhansi, Mahoba and Banda on bordering
Bundelkhand States.

The Students of many states especially Rewa, played
effective role in the freedom movement.

The women, though limited in number, worked
shoulder to shoulder with men in the movement
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especially in Rewa, Chhatarpur and Maihar.
prominent among them were Smt. Krishna K
Devi (Rewa), Smt. Vishnu Kanta Devi (Rewa), §
Vidyawati Chaturvedi (Chhatarpur) and
Champa Devi (Maihar). _

11. With the stay of Chandra Shekhar Azad, in disgulse
at Orchha (Bundelkhand) the Revolutionary Parh
organised itself enrolling the members from a (oW
Bundelkhand States also. The Revolutionaries, fi
doubt, had secret plans and created an atmosphe
of terror and suspense but obviously they did
have much to contribute to the Freedom Movemen
of Vindhya Pradesh. Nevertheless their sufferin &
and spirit of sacrifice are unforgettable. During the
course of investigation many facts abou
Revolutionaries have come to light.

12. A distinguishing feature of the movement (N
Vindhya region was its complete Communal
Harmony. During the first War of lndEpendmce :
well as in the struggle during Gandhian Era, there
was not even a slight touch of Communalism in '1- '
movement. The participants and workers ranked
above caste, class and creed and made a unig
tapestry of Communal and Social relationship.
worked together as loyal sons of the land.

13. The freedom fighters of Vindhya Pradesh, not only
participated in the struggle against the British rule in®
India, but also launched a non-violent Satyagraly
against the Portuguese rule in India.

Overall Conclusion

In a nutshell the result of the investigation of the Project
may be concluded as: '
‘The Princely States of Vindhya Pradesh played a major
role in providing strength to the Freedom Movement of
India.’
Vindhya Pradesh ceased to exist as a unit, after the
re-organisation of states and was merged into the State o
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Madhya Pradesh formed on the 1st November, 1956. It has
left its imprint on the Freedom Movement of India and the
people of the region have every right to feel proud of its
contributions. The State is now no more in the map of India
but its Contributions are still alive. The idea has very well
been carried out in an old English poem

‘Though dead, it still speaketh’
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APPENDIX ONE

Constituent Princely States of
Vindhya Pradesh

(A) BUNDELKHAND (B) BAGHELKHAND
1. Orchha (Tikamgarh) 24. Rewa

2. Datia 25. Nagod

3. Samthar 26. Maihar

4. Panna 27. Sohawal

5. Lugasi 28. Kothi

6. Charkhari 29, Baraundha (Pathar Kachhar)
7. Bijawar 30 Jaso |
8. Ajaigarh 31. Paldeo (Nayagaon)

9. Sarila 32. Taraon

10, Jigni 33. Bhaisaundha

11. Beri 34. Pahra

12, Chhatarpur 35. Kamta Rajaula

13. Beehat

14. Alipura

15. Gaurihar

16. Garruli

17. Maigawan Rebai

18. Baoni

19. Dhurwai
20. Bijna

21. Tori Fatehpur
22, Banka Pahari
23. Khaniadhana

APPENDIX TwO

List of Freedom Fighters
Written on Marble on the Walls of
Central Jail, Rewa

Shri Awadh Bihari Lal Ji, Satna
Shri Awdhesh Pratap Singh Ji, Rewa
Shri Avinash Chandra Ji, Rewa
Shri Arjun Singh Ji, Rewa

Shri Ambika Prasad Ji, Rewa

Shri Alfat Husain, Rewa

Shri Onkar Nath, Rewa

Shri Udai Veer Singh, Rewa

Shri Kamla Prasad, Rewa

10. Shri Kamleshwar Singh, Rewa

11. Shri Karimulla Khan, Rewa

12. Shri Kunj Bihari Ojha, Rewa

13. Shri Krishna Pal Singh, Rewa

14. Smt. Krishna Kumari Devi, Mando
15. Shri Ganpat Lalla, Satna

16. . Shri Gaya Prasad Bakshi, Rewa

17. Shri Girwar Dhari, Rewa

18. Shri Govind Narain Singh, Satna
19. Shri Govind Das Agrawal, Rewa
20. Shri Ganga Ram Sarai, Teonthar
21. Shri Chandra Kant Singh, Rampur
22. SmtCharmnpa Devi, Baikunthpur
23. Shri Chandra Kant Ji, Sohagpur
24, Shri Jageshwar Prasad, Rewa
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26.
27.
28.

3l.
3z
33.

37

33,

41.
42,
43.

45,
46,
47.
48.
49.

5l.
a2,
53.

35.
56,
7.
58,

61.
b2
63.

67.

INGian FREEDOM Mo

Shri Tirath Prasad, Sirmaur
Shri Tulsi Bhandari, Rewa
Shri Devideen Nai, Sohagpur
Shri Devendra Singh, Rewa
Shri Dadan Singh, Nagod
Shri Dinesh Singh, Rewa
Shri Nabi Alam, Rewa
Shri Faquir Mohammad, Rewa
Smt. Usha Devi (Vishnu Kanta Devi), Rewa
Shri Brij Kishor Khatri, Rewa
Shri Nawal Kishore, Uprahti, Rewa
Shri Dharam Chand Jain, Burhar
Shri Tej Bhan Singh, Bhatlo
Shn Dilkhush, Rewa
Shri Narbada Prasad, Garhwa
Shri Chintamani, Rewa
Shri Purushottam Prasad, Rewa
Shri Fateh Bahadur Singh, Rewa
Shri Bala Prasad, Rewa
Shri Bandhav Prasad, Rewa
Shri Babu Lal, Rewa
Shri Bihari Lal, Rewa
Shri Virendra Kumar Singh, Mando
Shri Baikunth Prasad, Sirmaur
Shri Brij Raj Singh, Manikwar
Shri Brij Kishore Khatri, Rewa
Shri Bhola Prasad, Sirmaur
Shri Bhairav Din, Rewa
Shri Mardan Singh, Rewa
Shri Madhusoodan Prasad Ji, Rewa
Shri Mahavir Bhatt, Rewa
Shri Mahavir Singh, Sirmaur
Shri Mrityunjan Ji Pathak, Rewa
Shri Mohan Lal Ji; Rewa
Shri Mohammad Umar Ji, Rewa
Shri Yadvendra Singh Ji, Mado
Shri Radhe Sharan [i, Sirmaur
Shri Raghunandan Baari, Rewa
Smt Rajkumari Devi, Rewa
Shri Ram Kishore Pandey, Rewa
Shri Ram Bharat, Satna
Shri Rama Kant, Rampur
Shri Ram Dulare, Rewa

"

GE.
69.
70.
71.
i
7
74,
i
76.
T
78.
79.
80.
81,
82,
B3,
84
85.
86.
87,
88,
Y.
90,
91.
92,
93.
94,
95.
96,
97,
a8,
99,
100,
101.
102.
103.
104,
105.
106.
107.
108.

Note:
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Shri Ram Prasad, Rajgarh
Shri Ram Pratap, Rampur
Shri Ram Sundar, Burhar
Shri Ram Lal alias Lalita Pd., Amarpatan
Shri Ram Bharosa Kahar, Rewa
Shri Ram Sujan Singh, Rewa
Shri Ram Surat ji, Clerk, Rewa
Shri Ravi Shankar Nagar, Rewa
Shri Roop Chand Jain, Shahdol
Shri Lal Mani aligs Gaibi Pd., Rewa
Shri Laxman Prasad Wakil, 5atna
Shri Vaidya Prasad Ji, Rewa
Shri Sardar Ji (Tilkeshwar Prasad), Rewa
Shri Saraswati Prasad Patel, Rewa
Shri Satyendra Kumar Singh, Rampur
Shri Sita Prasad, Ram Nagar
Shri Raj Bhan Singh, Rewa
Shri Ram Khelawan, Ajor
Shri Ram Khelawan, Sarai
Shri Rajman, Sarnad
Shri Sita Ram Trivedi, Rewa
Shri Sidh Vinayak, Rewa
Shri Siya Sharan, Rewa
Shri Sudarshan Prasad, Rewa
Shri Surya Bali Singh, Rewa
Shri Surya Bali Baari, Rewa
Shri Sohan Lal Ji, Rewa
Shri Shambhu Nath Shukla, Shahdol
Shri Shyam Lal Shrivastava, Rewa
Shri Shiv Prasad Gupta, Burhar
Shri Shyam Sundar Nigam, Govindgarh
Shri Shiv Bihari, Rewa
Shri Shiv Shankar Prasad, Bhaggi
Shri Shiv Prasad Singh, Sunri
Shri Shamsher Singh, Teonthar
Shri Shitla Prasad, Rewa
Shri Hahuman Prasad, Sirmaur
Shri Hari Bhajan (Tulsi) Kayasth, Rewa
Shri Hafiz Faizan Khan, Rewa
Shri Raghwendra Singh Tiwari, Khetahi
Shri Tej Pratap Singh, Gotra
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In the list at jail his name is on serial No. 37 and the list closes

with 5.No. 108 Shri Raghvendra Singh Tiwari,
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1. Letter of Thakur Ranmat Singh to Tatya Tope
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2. Letters of Baghela Sardars
(including Thakur Ranmat Singh) of Rewa to Tatya Tope
Copied from original and written in legible script
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3. Rewards given by Maharaja Raghuraj Singh of Rewa
Lal Guru Dutt Singh, Thakur of Chachai, Killer of Sh
Shah, the rebel leader.
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4. Letter of Maharaja Raghuraj Singh—
Copied and written in Legible Hindi
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5. Letter of Rani Laxmi Bai to Raja Mardan Singh
reminding of the talks between the Rani,
Raja Mardan Singh, Raja Shahgarh, Nana Sahab and

Tatya Tope regarding self-rule and fighting the foreigners.
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6. Letter of Raja Mardan Singh to Tatya Tope
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5. Letter of Rani Laxmi Bai to Raja Mardan Singh
reminding of the talks between the Ranl,

Raja Mardan Singh, Raja Shahgarh, Nana Sahab &
Tatya Tope regarding self-rule and fighting the f¢
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6. Letter of Raja Mardan Singh to Tatya Tope
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7. Letter of Willoughby Osborne, Political Agent,
to the mother of Thakur Ranmat Singh permitting her
to reside at Rewa. ¥&a7 @1. noted in Hindi by the brother of
Thakur Ranmat Singh on receipt of the letter
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Rani Laxmi Bai

1857 ke Vidroh me Vindhya Pradesh’
ka Yog

1857 ke Prasidh Semani Shyam Shal
Rewa Rajya ka Itihas

Tawarikh Baghelkhand

(Manuscript in Urdu)

Bundelkhand ka Vrihad Itihas
{Rajtantra se Praja Tantra)
Bundelkhand me Swadhinta

Andolan (1957-60)

Madhya Pradesh me Swatantrata
Sangram

Bundelkhand ke Itihas Purush
Bundelkhand ka Swatantrata Sangram

Vindhya Pradesh ke Rajyon ka
Swalantrata Sangram ka Itihas
Bundelkhand—Baghelkhand
Satna Nagar

Madhya Pradesh ke Swatantrati
Sangram Sainik, Vol IV &V
Baghelkhand Zila Congress Commitien
ka Sankchipt Ttihas

Madhya Pradesh aur Gandhiji

Bharat me Hindi Patrakarita

Madhya Pradesh me Hindi Patrakarita
— Ek Shatabdi
Yash ki Dharohar

Bagwan [das Mahaur
Gwalior Rajya ki Azadi ka Sangharsk
Pt. 1M
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47. Laxmi Pd. Pathak

(Editor)
48. Harol Narmada

Prasad Singh
49, Gomti Prasad Vikal
B, Gamti Prasad Vikal
51. Jagdish Jagesh
52. Capt. C.E Luard

{compilation)
53. Directorabteof

Gazetteers, Govi

of Madhya Pradesh, Bhupnl
54. Directorate of :

Gazettecrs, Govi

of Madhya Pradesh, Bhnpal
55, Directorate of

Gazetteers, Govt.

of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal
56. Directorate of !

Gazetteers, Govt.

of Madhya Pradesh, Bhupai
57. Directorate of

Gazetteers, Govl.

of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal
58. Directorate of

Cazetteers, Govt.

of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal
59. THrectorate of

Gazetteers, Govl

of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal
60. Directorate of L

Gazetteers, Govl.

of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal
61. Directorate of

Gazetteers, Govt.

of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal

B—PERIODICALS AND NEWSPAPERS

1. Vindhya Bhoomi
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Mahan Krantikari Pt Parmanand
Abhinandan Granth
Rewa Rajya ka Pawai Rules Naami
Kala Canoon
Ranmat Singh (Bagheli Kavya)
Ranjit Rai (Bagheli Kavya)
Kalam aaj unki Jai Bol
Rewa State Gazetteer 1907, Vol IV
Distt. Gazetteers, Rewa, 1992
Distt. Gazetteers, Datia, 1992
Distt. Gazetteers, Chhatarpur, 1982
Distt. Gazetteers, Panna, 1994
[Distt. Gazetteers, Sidhi, 1994
Distt. Gazetteers, Satna, 1994
Distt. Gazetteers, Shahdol, 1994

Distt. Gazetteers, Tikamgarh, 1995

Distt. Gazetteers, Gwalior, 1968

Pracdesh Parichai ank Rewa,

(Govt of Vindhya Pradesh) October 1956

2. Vindhyachal

3. Praja Mandal
Patrika, Indore

Swatantrata Sangram ank Chhatarpur

1st January, 1954
Movember and December 1946

fanuary and May 1947
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4. Madhya Pradesh Sandesh
Govt. of Madhya Pradesh

5. Kautilya—Jourmnal
of Political Science

6. Bharat Bhrata,
Rewa (Weekly),

7. Madhukar, Tikamgarh
(Fortnightly)

8, Prakash (Weekly),
Rewa

9. Bhaskar, Rewa i

1. Dainik Jagran, Rewa

11. Dainik Alok, Rewa

12. Gharib, Dainik
Samachar Patra, Rewa

13. "The Leader’ English
Daily, Allahabad

14, "Hitvada', Nagpur

Souvenirs

15. Jhansi Mahotsay
Souvenir, 1993, Jhansi
16. T.R.S. College
Centenary Celebration
Souvenir, 1983, Rewa
17. Centenary-Souvenir,
1985-86, Maharaja
College, Chhatarpur
18. Dainik Jagran Golden
Jubilee Year Souvenir,

Thansi, 1992
C—PUBLISHED ARTICLES

1. Prof. A.H. Nizami Baghelkhand during the Great
Retd. Principal, Rewa Rebellion of 1857

2. Jankisharan Verma, 1857 Ka Swatantrata Sangram
Jhansi aur Lohagarh

3. Sudha Gupta [hansi Dr. Bhagwan Das Mahaur

4. Dr. LN, Verma, Rewa Thakur Ranmat Singh

5. Prof. B.G. Shukla, Rewa :

6. Gopal Sharan Singh, Satna
7. Janki Sharan Verma, :
Jhansi
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Swadhinta Andolan Visheshank
15 August, 1987

Vikram University, Ujjain, Vo, 5,
MNo. 1, 1986

Various issues of 1892 & 1895

. Mahendra Kumar
Manav, Chhatarpur
{now at Bhopal)

9. G.L.Senane,
P.R.O., Chhatarpur

4 10. Prof. R.C. Bhatt
Various issues of 1940, 1941 & 1943

Relevant issues
Relevant issues
Relevant issues
Relevant issues
Relevant issues

Relevant issues

Relevant issues

1942 ke Bharat Choro Andolan me
Baghelkhand ki Bhoomika

:Satna ke Do Amar Shaheed
Swatanirata Sangram me [hans
Janpad ka Yogdan
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Vindhva Pradesh me Swatantrata
Sangram

Chhatarpur ka Swatantrata Andolan
aur Charan Paduka
Evolution of Education at Chhatarpur
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National Archives of India, Bhopal

State Archives of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha Library, Bhopal
Sapre Museum and Newspaper Library, Bhopal
Govt. Records Room, Satpura, Bhopal
Directorate of Gazetteer, Govt. of M.P., Bhopal
Directorate of Public Relations, Govt. of M.P,, Bhopal
Central Library, Rewa

T.RS. College Library, Rewa

Museum Library, Jhansi (UP)

Gov't Distt. Library, Jhansi (UP)

Public Relations Office Library, Shivpuri (M.P.)

. Municipal Corporation Library, Shivpuri (M.P.)
. Museum Library, Indore

Dhubela Museum, Distt. Chhatarpur (M.P.)

APPENDIX SIX

List of Persons Contacted and
Interviewed

= =

bl

14
15.

16.
17.

Lal Vikramijit Singh, Rewa (descendant of the brother of Thakur
Ranmat Singh)

Thakur Ram Singh, Rewa (descendant of Shyam Shah)

Shri Jagdish Chand Joshi, Rewa, Political Leaders, Ex-M.P.

Shri Udai Veer Singh, Rewa, Freedom Fighter, Acting President
Madhya Pradesh Freedom Fighters” Association

Shri Chandra Kant Shukla, Rewa, Freedom Fighter

Shri Uma Pratap Singh, Ganjas, Freedom Fighter

Lal Rama Kant Singh, Advocate, Rampur Baghelan, Fregdom
Fighter, Ex-M.L.A.

Shri Shrawan Kumar Bhatt, Rampur Baghelan, Freedom Fighter
Shiri Bhanwar Lal Jasu, Sajjanpur, Retd. Asstt. Director (Education)
Shri RO, Khan, Advocate, Rewa, 5/0 Late Hafiz Faizan Khan,
Advocate, Freedom Fighter

. Shri Rama Shankar Misra, Rewa, Ex-Private Secretary to Maharaja

Gulab Singh

Shri R.R. Dixit, Retd. Divisional Panchayat Officer, Descendant of
Ranjit Rai Dixit.

Shri Keshari Singh, Naigarhi, Freedom Fighter Associated with Rice
Movement of Rewa State.

Shri 5.K. Tripathi, Rampur Baghelan, Retd. Dy. Collector.

Shri Shivanand, Satna, Ex-President Praja Mandal, Rewa, Freedom
Fighter, Ex-Speaker Vindhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha and author of
many books.

Shri Ganga Prasad Chaurasia, Maihar, Freedom Fighter.

Acharya Girija Prasad, Satna, Freedom Fighter, President Freedom
Fighters Association, Satna
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15.
19.
20.

SR

31.
3.
33

35,

36,
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Shri Sri Niwas Shukla, Advocate, Political Leader, Chhatarpur

Shri Imamuddin, Retd. Police Inspector, Chhatarpur

Shri Mahendra Kumar Manav, Chhatarpur (now residing at
Bhopal) Freedom Fighter, Ex-Minister Vindhya Pradesh, Literary
figure and author of a few books

Prof. Md. Israel, Chhatarpur

Shri Vasudeo Goswami, Datia, Retd. Accdunts Officer assaciated
with Datia Movement 1946, writer and poet, 83 years old,

Shri Babulal Vyas, Datia {residing at Chhatarpur) Retd. Officer
Co-operative Depht. associated with Datia Movement 1946,

- 8hri Ram Charan Purohit, Charkhari (Now residing at Chhatarpur}

Retd. Police Inspector, Charkhari 86 years old

. Shri Jagdish Prasad Shukia, Chhatarpur, Retd. Librarian, Maharaja

College

- Shri Lala Ram Bajpai, Niwari (Tikamgarh) Freedom Fighter,

Ex-Minister, Vindhya Pradesh

Shri Shyam Lal Sahu, Niwari {Tikamgarh) Freedam Fighter, Ex
M.L.A. author of ‘Vindhya Pradesh ke Rajyon ka Swatantrata
Sangram ka ltihas’

- Shri Laxmi Narayan Naik, Niwari (Tikamgarh) Freedom Fighter,

Ex, ML A, Ex. MP.

- Smt. Bhagwati Devi Nayak, Niwari, Tikamgarh, Freedom Fighter

Dr. Parashu Ram Virhi, Shivpuri, Retd, Professor associated with Tatya Tope
Committes

Shri NLA. Khan, Shivpuri, Chief Municipal Officer

Ram Singh Vashist, Shivpuri, Freedom Fighter

Shri Sadashiv Rao Malkapurkar, Rehli (Sagar) about 85 years old,
Freedom Fighter, Revolutionary associated with Chandra Shekhar
Azad

Shri Amba Prasad Shrivastava, Bhopal, Retd. Officer, Public
Relations Deptt, Madhya Pradesh

Shri Sita Ram Bhaskar Bhagwat, Jhansi (U.P.) 93 years, President,
Freedom Fighters Association, Jhansi

Shri N.M. Qadri, Jhansi (UI.), Vice-President Freedom Fighter's
Association, Jansi

. Shri Harendra Saxena, fhansi, Secretary Zila Patrakar Sangh, Jhansi

(U.P)

Shri Govind Singh Tomar, Dhimarpura (Azad MNagar) Orchha, 93
years old, associated with Chandra Shekhar Azad, at present pujari
of Hanumanji temple besides the cottage of Azad.

- Dr. Ramayan Prasad, Retd. Dy. Secy. (Education), Government of

ML.F., Bhopal.

APPENDIX SEVEN

List of Persons who Provided
Important Literature

L P

Shri N.M. Qadiri, Freedom Fighter, [hansi fU.F.jI

Shri Shivanand, Ex-speaker, Vindhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha.

Prof. A.H. Nizami, Director, Vindhya Pradesh Historical Records
Commission .

Prof. K.P. Singh, Ex-Member, University Grants Commission, New
Delhi

Lal Vikramjit Singh, Eminent Citizen, Rewa.
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18. Shri Sri Niwas Shukla, Advocate, Political Leader, Chhatarpur
19. Shri Imamuddin, Retd. Police inspector, Chhatarpur
20. Shri Mahendra Kumar Manav, Chhatarpur (now residing ol
Bhopal) Freedom Fighter, Ex-Minister Vindhya Pradesh, Literary |
figure and author of a few books
Prof. Md. Israel, Chhatarpur APPENDIX SEVEN
Shri Vasudeo Goswami, Datia, Retd. Accounts Officer associatied
with Datia Movement 1946, writer and poet, 83 years old,
23. Shri Babulal Vyas, Datia {residing at Chhatarpur) Retd. Officar

Co-operative Deptt. associated with Datia Movement 1946,

S3E

24. Shri Ram Charan Purohit, Charkhari {Now residing at Chhatarpur) : - Ed
Retd. Police Inspector, C:ﬂarlduari ﬂ-h_lvears old LISf ﬂf P ersons w}fﬂ P fﬂUId
25. Shri Jagdish Prasad Shukla, Chhatarpur, Retd. Librarian, Maharaja ;
College . Important Literature

26. Shri Lala Ram Bajpai, Niwari (Tikamgarh) Freedom Fighter,
Ex-Minister, Vindhya Pradesh

27. Shri Shyam Lal Sahu, Niwari (Tikamgarh) Freedom Fighter, fix
M.LA. auther of ‘Vindhya Pradesh ke Rajyon ka Swatantrata
Sangram ka Itihas’

28. Shri Laxmi Narayan Naik, Niwari (Tikamgarh) Freedom Fighter,
Ex. M.LLA., Ex. M.I.

Shri N.M. Qadiri, Freedom Fighter, Jhansi (U.P.}

29. Smt. Bhagwati Devi Nayak, Niwari, Tikamgarh, Freedom Fighter ;_ Shri Shivanand, Ex-speaker, Vindhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha.
30. Dr. Parashu Ram Virhi, Shivpur, Retd. Professor assodiated with Tatya Topwe 3. Prof. AH. Nizami, Director, Vindhya Pradesh Historical Records
Committee | Commission L
31. Shri N.A. Khan, Shivpuri, Chief Municipal Officer 4. Prof. K.P. Singh, Ex-Member, University Grants Commission, New
32. Ram Singh Vashist, Shivpuri, Freedom Fighter Delhi
33, Shri Sadashiv Rao Malkapurkar, Rehli (Sagar) about 85 years old, 5. Lal Vikramiit Singh, Eminent Citizen, Rewa.
Freedom Fighter, Revolutionary associated with Chandra Shekhar
Azad

3. Shri Amba Prasad Shrivastava, Bhopal, Retd. Officer, Public

Relations Deptt. Madhya Pradesh

Shri Sita Ram Bhaskar Bhagwat, Jhansi (U.P.) 93 years, President,

Freedom Fighters Association, Jhansi

36. Shri NM. Qadri, Jhansi (UF.), VicePresident Freedom Fighter'y
Association, Jansi

37. Shri Harendra Saxena, Jhansi, Secretary Zila Patrakar Sangh, [hansi
(U.P.)

38. Shri Govind Singh Tomar, Dhimarpura (Azad Nagar) Orchha, 93
years old, associated with Chandra Shekhar Azad, at present pujari
of Hanumanji temple besides the cottage of Azad.

39. Dr. Ramayan Prasad, Retd. Dy. Secy. (Education), Government of
M.P., Bhopal.
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Committee

Shri N.A. Khan, Shivpuri, Chief Municipal Officer

Ram Singh Vashist, Shivpuri, Freedom E ighter

Shri Sadashiv Rao Malkapurkar, Rehli (Sagar) about 85 years old,
Freedom Fighter, Revolutionary associated with Chandra Shekhar
Azad

Shri Amba Prasad Shrivastava, Bhopal, Retd. Officer, Public
Relations Deptt. Madhya Pradesh

Shri Sita Ram Bhaskar Bhagwat, Jhansi (U.P.} 93 years, President,
Freedom Fighters Association, Jhansi

Shri NM. Qadri, Jhansi (UP.), Vice-President Freedom Fighter's

Association, Jansi

Shri Harendra Saxena, [hansi, Secretary Zila Patrakar Sangh, Jhans
(U.P)

Shri Govind Singh Tomar, Dhimarpura {Azad Nagar) Orchha, 93
years old, associated with Chandra Shekhar Azad, at present pujari
of Hanumanji temple besides the cottage of Azad,

Dr. Ramayan Prasad, Retd. Dy. Secy. (Education), Government of
M.F., Bhopal.
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4. Prof. K.P. Singh, Ex-Member, University Grants Commission, New
Delhi

5  Lal Vikramjit Singh, Eminent Citizen, Rewa.
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