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S. Jahtr Itaza

Medieval historians Ftarani (I-=t"‘eentu|y] and Abel Foal (lam 15a.
¢¢|‘11"Tlf) I't‘>-‘ti-ford the proverbial sayings that one elephant was worth
5'55 h°T5'-*5 I" ‘mills.’ while .-"-.l Fleruniis ancient account, practically
nearer to the fact, equaled one elephant with three horses,1tmpor-ran.;.;
ofelephant. in ancient India, may be inferred t'ro|n the arrangement of
the figures on the chess-board where elephants stands neat to the Icing
lh'="_Pl3¢'i»'ti i1L'F'="i-J H1-’ ii"! Ttitttib ffifltury. one war.elephant was ltselt‘
considered equal to two ordinary ones in power and strength.‘ Thus,
elephant has been an important war animal ln India and there was
searcely any battle of stgtnltcance where they were not put to good
use. Generally, elephttntry hocame psychological lbree to reclton within
d""?‘3i h*'-‘“l¢- This Pallet seel-ts to underline the tactical ttse ofthe Indian
elephants in Ceotralrtsian warfare by the Ghaaoavids.

Elephants (Elcphas masimus} of Indian subscontinent figure
prominently on rock paintings and seals of Iv1ohenjodaro- While
depiction oI' elephant on seals indicates probably the earliest
domestication, the paintings ofhltitnbetlra, historic period depict the
battle scenes. Cine ‘warrior on elephant back’ scene sltows three riders
With fiwfitdfi. rolled Shield. spear. bows and arrows.‘ e"t|el~tandcr's
I‘ll'3Clttlllt-ttl {BEtl)}'lt'Jl"l. 6.313 Fl.C.]- I-‘ll.‘.‘-'|2Ilt'.§lf.'5 l‘|-it-‘III elephant ride-[5 -t]fPQ|'u5',
with arms. wlule Mcgttsthenes reports that each Mauryan war elephant
accommodates three archers and a M'onor.-r.r.‘l .¢tl- Beruni further
elaborates that _in ancient time each war elephant accommodates its
keeper and l:-ehtncl hnn the vice-keeper who has to goad the elephant
beluod the chair, the master {the king] armed with arrows in the chair
and together with him his two spear throwing companions and his jester ’
Following Indian tradition, the tlihaznavids mounted four mailed
spearmen and archers besides pr'l'l5orr.’

HOWBVEF. from ancient days elephant was considered as beasts of
war and by the 4"‘ century B.C. the Indian ltings maintained thetn in
tltousands for their armies- !\.lexander‘s ltistorians tend tts to believe
that the army of Naudas of Potaliputra consists 3,t1t_ltl or 4 non
elephants.” In 326 BC, Alexander conlionted with Indian chief‘ Porus
who arrayed ltis 200 elephants in the centre attd drawn infantry behind
and between them. Elephant attack was sertous. but the Macedonians
opened their ranks and then cavalry swung round in rear. They atta¢.1;.¢.;1
the elephant from rear with their long Sm-i.soe and finally dislodged
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the mahouts- The driverless elephants ultimately trampled down their
owntroops indiscriminately.“

Although Alexander himsclfdid not use elephants in battle. but lte
transported 100 elephants to Babylon to which his successors used In
their iuternecine wars. The Ivlauryan lting chandragupta maintained a
large retintte of elephant corps and ceded territorial concessions from
the Macedonian Seleuetts by extending him 500 elephants. Seleucus
placed 430 Indian elephants in the battle at Ispus (modern Turkey) in
301 H.413. against his contender Antigonus who possessed only "I5
elephants. The elephants played rt role and Antigorttts was defeated."

From India, elephants were transported to Persia. An Indian icing
used to send ten elephants every year to I‘-laushirwan. The Sassanid
l-ting I-tiltusrau Parves possessed one tltousattd and two hundred
elepha|tts.'1fltt Qadsiyya, itt I335 AD. the Persian t-Yotnntander Htustam
deployed thirty elephants in his centre and their appearance spread
terror among the .'ltral:ts. But the Arabs finally stopped tltent by cutting
the girths and dislorlging the troop laden .h.rrr.r.d.:rFt.r [arnttri] and also by
attacking vulnerable parts lilte the eyes and trunl-ts." By the 3"‘ century
AD the tthurasanis had considerable number of elephant in their
possession..s.mir ofttburasao Ali b. Isa b. lvlahan once sent five male
and two female elephants as gift to the Callph Harun Rasbid-" The
earliest ltnown representation of an elephant in lslatnic art is the so
called ‘Elephant-Silk‘ oflihttrasan. It depicts two elephants, in yellow
colour. confronting each other. Belowthese two elephants runs a lslutic
inscription naming Abul lvlansur Bat-tht-Tegin, an amir of Khurasan
whose death tool-: place in 960 A.D-‘l The Flttwaihids army nt‘Fal-rhrud
Daula had number oi’ war elephants which he used in the battle ttgairtst
Faiq and placed them in the centre." I-Iowetrer, the Samaniris of
Khurasan and Transosiana had not paid much importance to elephants
as war machine. But it was the Ghaznavids who by the end ofthc tenth
century irttrod uced elephants in their tactical warfare.

The Indian elephants shaped sultan lvtabmud ‘s military strategy in
two ways: firstly, when he evolved stratagem to demoraliaed Indian
elephants, especially by his Arab soldiers, and managed to capture them-
Seeottdly. the formation oI' his own elephant corps and their tactical
use in Sicstan and Transosiana. Evidences explain his war tactics and
application ofstrategies to fought against the Indian cltiefs who arrayed
large number ofelephants in the battle- Sultan Mahmud marched against
the Hindushahiya ruler Iaypala (l00lAD) who defended himself in
the valley of Peshawar with 12,000 cavalry, 30,000 infantry and 300
elephants arrayed in front line and equipped with swords, arrows and
spears. This was the first battle of Sultan Mahmud who fought with
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elepliaiitless arrriy, like /tleitandcr the Great. against a strong corps of
300 elephants. The Ghaznavid soldiers attaclted elephants with arrows
and swords. The mounted archers pierced the elephants legs with arrows
which become motionless. Then in close attack. the footmen dared to
etit trunlrs of the elephants with their swords. Consequently titteen
elephants were killed and many captured. Thus sultan Mahmud‘: ahlc
Comrnaodership gained victory-" To crush the power of the
Hindiishahiya in the Saltltange. Sultan Mahmud led c:-rpedition against
Trilochanpala (10 HAD}. Triloc hapala entrusted the defense ofthe fort
of I-landiina to his son Bbimpala, who entreiiclietl himself in a pass and
closed the entrance by a strong line of elephants. .ili.fter receiving
reinforcements he come out into the plain having hills behind him and
his wings protected by elephants. Hhimpala then ordered an elephants‘
charge. The Ghaanavid Commander Abe Abdulloh Tat, with his Arab
soldiers, attacked the elephants. The arclter showered arrows on their
eyes and foolmen chopped their trtinlrs with Enepin. a short two pronged
spear. When Abdullah Tai was engaged in demoralizing the elephants.
he was encircled by the Indian who inflicted many wounds upon them.
The sultan. seeing him in danger, dispatched i=i group of his slave guards
[ghttlaman-l-fl-arai} for his assistance who brought him out. The sultan
ordered him to be placed on an elephant for medical aids [..t'rrr.:rhnrJ.“

Cln another occasion (I0 l EIAEII to b lock the eiiroute passage ofthe
sul tan, Trilochaiipala hirnsclfencant ped on the easterit Ltantt of the river
Fl-fllllb rfttamganga) with his soldiers and caparisoned elephants. The
sultan ordered his eight bodyguard to cross over the river on inflated
skin (Milk). -laypalo arrayed a detach inent of his army with five
elephants to resist their landing. But the Ubaznavid Soldiers plied their
arrows so vigorously that elephants and detachment failed to resist
them- Sultan then ordered his army to cross the river at once." l.atcr in
I027.-'tl). Sultan Mahmud himsclfiised this tactics successfully to bloclt
the passage for the Jatts ofsiiid by deploying two cavalry detachments
supportecl by elephants on both banks ofthe river Indus."

The later (-iliaznavid commanders also dared Indian elephants. Once
amir Ayaa led espedit-on and seiged the fort. Suddenly the Indians
came out ofthe fort with white elephant in the ttont and horsemen in
the rear. Amir Ayaz. directed Ali Ptulrhari, a perfect arclter. who
possessed long hows (birfnnd Kerr.-on}aiid poisoned arrows of Damascus
steel {tir-i-puladi ab dadali], to target the elephant. Elephant’s forehead
was covered with Ainn-r‘-Cl'rrrti {protective armour}. rtli F-lilrhriri with
his first blow smashed the protective armour in pieces. His second
arrow came out of the head by piercing elephantis eye. The third arrow
further wounded and dcmoralized elephant. In pain, elephant turned
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- . 1‘ In this first Pl"-‘BB. The Gllaznavid 5|;g.;|.; and trampled lll s own soldlefl
aiicrpewered the elephants siieeessfully.

, - -. M slim dynasties.
However, it was the Gtiarvavids. fll'fl‘J"b ill“ L‘ .- g rl lio definitelywhfl fir“ “Egg Eiaphantshfor battle in large ntim gt: atg‘ tr; ndflr Ur the

. . tteal theory. T "5 ‘Dessisnetl ""1"" “ Flt“ '“ "i'e“' til“ - - r he saiririiiia amir 1'-luh.
Gha-EH31‘.-1|;| d3I|1fl5tY Sflllltlltflilglll, tJt't tt'l"i"ll;El.l.tCi1"t Ct I

. - ‘ ' ' ' tl lead ofRhhelephattts.mm-sheriagainst Fauzlandiflibuaiti Sim_iari on iei ‘fined Sabukfiginrs
he men of lttllil IIn a quick demoralizing attpntpt tr _ _ H Ed his army with

Slirtiinn of elephants. Furious Sabulttigto 11"‘ It __ P . D_ B iii suited in rout of
._=_-_|.;|-ihants in front line near Heart irt5l94A a e rt: d Mahmud. - . - * 5'"b ktisltt B"
central Asian .c1ii:§fi'iti7i.a.iiil Ii-‘git? lthahmud charged his war
cfinfmnted W“ I u I _ h cl them under. 1.3.1 soldiers and llien crus eelephants who sei:-ted the tnoun
their feet.“ - . s 5 sssao) nearAs agultahn, l'\{'ii1llTItt.l;l 1'§;tt‘::l;;l0:I‘:t:t;lsdH\:1J:tI’tIhalZl:If|iIl-Tag: tlilfl fight wing
Merv an in att e arra -ff" - nehairge of' I0 one cavalr i-iris so sies1"tats.the ether ‘-1’ "=0 “S ' -with . It h -...i.iis he iiiiassii
the left wing with 12.000 tfavalry end 40 elep ants, Thd 70 elelllii‘-‘~'ll3' B
mmmandlid mt ccliirfl wnhhlfliidutiiaiiiitaiiugdriiio Eiiianase victofl-' wllifh
Elephant gqfpg '|}’["tj|‘l.I'ttl.Bt.l ll‘:-"ii-1 ITll.l ll

- - ‘ Id1n.;|iii;led lthiirasan in lus efl1P""~'-’-
- . 1' h the gate ofthe

sultan Mahmud utilised elephant s power to eras B Hf. - - ' _] th’s struggle. 0"
53".‘ “F H‘haia[b' Ahmad 1“ slesttiriilhtitlBOOT:-lliQtl5l?lti:l;¢¢ll1(t1'.t'il|ll:lt overturns
Sultan's reputed elephants e:-terte _ .- ' l assault, the furiouscl throw it In the air Theft "'1 Efinerathe gate ait ' ' . - h 1; gr 111.1-- ld ers trom the aeelephants used their truiiits to efll1't‘ll"'B 5“ I . _ dt hen eatched them on their steel Plait?horses lli"E$Il1“"l1"ll‘°a" am“ . - I It-'.'-halaf= .1 i . C equeoi It"mks and mg fDflt|"[1_-En were trampling to cat t one

5s1.tt'rendered the fort.‘ _ ___ - | i; ¢.;. s in TranscsianaSultan lvtahmud tactically used his elep tan ‘Tl dered_ , 5-5,“) _ Th Sultan or
against the Saral;hanlfialialthljfipsflcgulliandgr 2‘,i_|l:iia:hltigitt who fled
Arslan -Iasi to c ase . -~ bl F
towards Bul-thara and repelled “ah khan that itiwas Impui:_l5ln:s£I'l_ _ "5, i_,1|pt1'lt:I‘.ilI5 fifl B
anyone to withstand those elePl““"l5= “calm eq .h h tl of aful llalr I-than crossed the oxus (100305) on l B EdRewllge I - I-C tar near B-alleh andhuge army. Sultan Mahmud IBIII.-iitll'l_P¢.':-I ill d . H.". i .Intliisperplei-:c situa o .calculated tlalt Khan s numerical superior! ll .
the ,t_m;r,a,_i_..;1 Q-asim son ofr1..bdulMalik offiiestan dared to convince_ . h "1. i-. the Ghaanavid
Sultan Mahmud in tertns of his eleFhflm"5'l at 5' Dug - t_ . he .1.-my of the Quralthamids b_I-Iin-my is equal in number to t 5- . . M h ls.;i s with elephant corps ot 1 400 elephants eanw iH I ' 1. I h t. ‘SD apprfiflchfld

rthmad, the keeper tr-ilwanlpilbait) of a white e ep an at



2 luFDt'I-'flf't"fiHR'Il ..7_:,l_I-‘H’ Sg_5I'_pf|f|nr

the Sultant ' 1‘ ' - . .mm: Hm" ryfllznecilrgglgat sine; last aightl have tied this wltite elephant,
broke" the chain It Dttinrea. tut evLflTi’I lll1Tte It has loosened itself and

. vious y an 1ndtcation{goed omen] of victory
Zgilefitzegfiggélipilgimad further assured the Sultan that ‘I would surely he

P F '2 5‘**"di"'d Efrlllfi Uflfehhantds on the strength ofthis
Blfiphflnt L The Sultan ‘5|'5l~'U'5"3d M5 5-"T13-’ iti hattle arra)‘ andstrengthened his liurrt by HUD eleplratrts tn which the Turlts d‘d t
rind t . - . ' rm
undemm _ _ centre with fltllll Turkish slaves and desperately

“Md "1' "l.lUI'EtI| elephants with swords and showered arr-awe anth l ' -. I ' - .e so titers n this state ofconftision. Sultan Mahmud rode one flfljig
personal elepltants [ill-r-itltnss) and hrulted into the centre ofllalt: Khan
U l ' ' I ._ , . . -ne o hee E[Il’1r'lll1l5‘lll-llllgllfllt Khan s standard bearer tn his trttnlr,
humid him mm ‘he H" Md "W" '3fl"1hl"E hint on his steel elad tttslts
“"1 the “""*"3l" 5" l"='-"1. While others threw down riders fnrrn theirl 5tor esand trample them to death. Ila]-t lthan managed tn 1-Tedlll 5

I ' I -I{Tr “'1 ‘-‘F'PflIt=lit move to t:|r..minra|l?.et‘l the l-tlians of TtIt'ltestar|
“mt-”"“"“3~ 5""*\" -‘tilahltiiid ernssccl the river oittts is toasao;il:;uIuflguhGaEtt]t';|n}!laot-ary; bridge and eneatrrped near Satitarqand. He arrayed

create terroirj Zmiio my chided iwlth Umamflms and flcmunmnemgi T5dire st E ll]? 13-f SlZl'lt.llEll'El |3l'tIll}Etbl}' [|1L]'|;1|'|g [_'[]_'jn|;[|_|5J were
eted to matte lotid noise froiti the baelt ofthe elephants by pla '

=t='tl in _ ~ ‘ ‘ “"5
hddletegltlallll-iifllaqtitlltigif hlmb'aL H mppfi Fm“ Pr '"'1-if “"‘*' *‘""*'" Eli“)and kw berm“ kfim- Id otviiti; sttttilirfin. i‘1'I'lil'ttlJ';r..il'--5'fil'_|Ei"tL'!|'Hr[ u-inning 5f|g]1)

saaa'aa.iaarizas at:-i tnltms and mmmy dmms‘ ["5 “'“' “"3" '1-tit-=t"==='-at
localienvironmeht in r?hliU¥l:vEr, ‘mud and muwd um-HG mmedmfl
arm)‘ were astnnisltmril]-H'H dc‘ IE chief? nfTurkES1an as WC" as ‘ha
strrntnarisetl Ciardeaite dn_ psyclmluglhalll’ hllflllered.“ BarrhnlnTurkish mug ‘D 1 .1“: supra account that Maliinttd‘s soldiers ‘sang a
n . 1'0 - ‘ D qncsfi m¢l‘3"d}" bl-' which the Tl.lt'l-{S become

l" Filthy. But the terms bnnttha (a sea-shell which [ridians blow when
'-J‘ - t it - -- - .rt rag on e ep ‘ants. v...l'..-tltlliierirni s India, I, 114], Tfiofrt a copper t-tease]

sf.-rlhlrch lndlad bcmmg Wm‘ “FIE and the satne kind of beat.- . .rurn’ ' - , ’I S, n '3’ {J95} a"d_-‘”"'1T'l'fit'{elephants hell) clearly
Sulsgests that it was Indian soldiers or Hindi: eteinotris who sang an
lfitllfl l‘ llt 1" . - _ .the Tfirkgn song tprobabll’ l‘~1|'l31'1) ‘rt-lIIt.'Il"t creates panic and terror ta

S l - .qr Kh‘-;b;ar';1::"l"a:';| gage more tised elephants to terrortse the people

were captured and t C (latrlng Mamun dfl {IUITADL ma“? l‘¢.P-tifiides' "'""P '3 FD dfiilll by elephants. Ilteir corpses were
gciknhg Pafidgdbin the 5'“-"=15 hm!"-tint! en the tusks ofthe elephants “5| _ _, . rt _ , _ I *r I u a lr s anecdotes mentions the .'sttljl.lIE]lt'l Sultan Malik
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Shah's alarm when he saw his first elephant with movement of his
ears, its tuslrs and huge body. This elepltairt was sent as a present by
the tjihasaavid Sultan Ibrahim. Later Malilt Shah was pleased when
the elephant placed its head on the ground to paid ebeisanee." However.
in this second phase the Ghaanavid elephant corps has gained victories
and ereated terrors.

The later t'iha:=-.navids irttrorltteed tactical changes, ll‘l'l.lS*-l.Il'tlll{t3
Sultan Mahmud his successor Sultan lvlasud provided elephants to his
commanders. The tlihaenavid Continanders thus conrinanded elephaitts
against the E-leljnqirlls at Hasa in ltt35AEt. Salar Etegteghdi ordered to
array cavalry and infantry alerttg with elephants, hiding weapnhs in
their headnhs. Cine htige and powerful elephant was leading the army
as vanguard. Seljuqs however dared tn confront the elephants with
arrows and Ehapin and ereated chaos hut he elephants provided
eitcellent vantage for eeititriaitders irt confused fighting." But later, in
a changed tactics the seljuqids tried to injuring the beasts in that part
which was not covered by armour. the vulnerable under-belly. In the
battle oft-ttrnul, Sultan Mast.td*s elephant was badly wounded with spears
in its side abdr:-men." Lil-tewise in the hattle between Sanjar and Arslatr
Shah lit. Masttel Ill {_l llfi-13), the El-eljttq hrrrses were initially thrown
into a panic by the fifty [120 by lbn al-Athir) elephants of the
Ghaenavids, eaeh having four mailed spearmen and archers mounted
and fastened dowtr on their bacl-ts. However, the Sejuqud troops were
able to stampede them into retreat by attacking the leading elephants’
vtrlnerable under-belly.”

Although Sultan lviatiuti {I03 SAD) ordered that Turl-torn en prisoners
should be trampled to deatli in the aritty camp by the elephants as a
warning to the rest," l:-tit Turkomea’s advance towards elephants
eoiitiittted. Eiailiaqi narrates an epieede that, in lO39AD, ten Turltrimen
horsemen dared to reach ttundtiz where the Ghaznavid elephants were
stabled. They found a boy asleep on the neck of an elephant. The
Turkomen drive the elephant away and they awoke the boy in the outer
ofthe city and threatened to kill him ifhe would not drive the elephant
quickly, which he agreed. Trul-zotnett then handed elephant to their chief‘
Daud at Sabu rqan. Haihaqi further records that great discredit incurred
by this attair, tot" it was said, ‘is there so mueh neglect amongst these
men that they allow an elephant to be driven off?‘ when the matter
was reported to Sultan Masud. he was exceedingly vei-red and severely
rebuked the drivers and ordered 100.000 clirheins, the priee of the
animal, to he recovered from them. Stome ofthe Ilindu elephant drivers
were also cltastised.“ However in this third phase, the Ghaanavid
elephantry suffered badly by daring challenge of their adversaries
sigttilieantly by the seljuqld Turltomen.
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Although the Ghaanavids maintained I-lindu elephant keepers {
trrritlrorrts) but M ttsliin piibtrnri lturn Sic-start were also employed. Even
the Turihsh soldiers were also trained to control the beasts. tliarde.-ti
informs that Clanda, the ruler of Gwalior, ceded peace by delivering
300 elephants to Sultan Mahmud. But to test the bravery of the Sultan's
warriors, he sent these elephants without riders. To their astonishment
Turits and soldiers however seized them and brought them to their
camp."

Sabui-tligin captured Elli] elephants, while Eu ltalt Mahtnutl captured
numerous, such as 230 from Hhatia [lt'ttIr4 AD}, ETD from ftahib
tttamganga) in ill I9 AD, Ill] from waihind (iIltl2i'tlIt), 30 from fiirsawa
( ltll 3 A D), I85 from lvlahaban (I013), 35!} from Qannanj (H113), 300
from Gtvalinr (1022 AD), SI! from Harayanpur [itltltt AD), atrd 53d
from the Raja Cianda (till?-20 it-.D}." The Giraenavld commanders of
Panjah also Collected elephants from Indian chiefs as tribute." Utbi
iiti'orrris that Sultan Mahn1ud's Thanesar ettpedition {I tItl-t- I 5 AD] was
motivated by lvlahinud's desire to get some of the special breed of
Snflinniri (probably of Ceylon] elephants regarded eacellent in war.
For that purpose the Ghaznavids penetrated into the ravittes and large
nuntber ofelepltants were driven into the camp by the elephant drivers
tfayyalan) of the 5ultan."' The other contcrnpora ty eltruitieler Uardezi
reports that the Sultan was so desirous of getting the elephant of
proverbial citccilcncc from the ruler of Sharwa tlhandcr ital that he
offered Sit elephants in exchange. Fortunately that very elephant was
l'ound uttattended, thus it was named Kntrrfo-don’ or, God-gifted by
Gardezi and Jflitrdoi-niviircl or, Got:l- sentl by Utbi."

The Cihanenavids however must have been a large number of
elephants. Anrong them the selected one, {IS a fifth share of E-tiltan,
were rrarncrl for war and thus accommodated in the royal stables. Every
year the Sultan reviewed the clcphants and ordered lean and thin to be
sent to India to recover their weight and strength, as the climate of
their native place suited them." Sultan lvlaiiriiud identified the plain of
Shabahar near Kabul as elephants‘ review ground. ln lIl23-24 AD,
Sultan Mahmud inspected I300 elephants. each one with equipment
and armour.“ But Utbi computes l'i'tItti selected war elephants which
were arrayed for review in the presence of the ambassadors of
'l'lurkestan. Court poet Farrul-thi supported Utbi and proudly records
that the Sultan paraded 1700 elephants at review ground {s-tr-rgniiifi‘
However, Minhaj-i-Siraj calculated the total number of Sultan
lvlahmud‘s elephants about 2,5t'tt't.*’-‘ Sultan tvtasud reviewed lt5'i't1 war
elephants at Kabul in IUJI AD.‘".a.iid this number accords that
mentioned by Utbi and Farrul-thi. Acconding to Fiaihaqi, the price ofan
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extraordinary elephant was lCl[l,El[lIl derhems. but the ertpense merely
of fcedirrg these beasts must have been prodigious.“
' To accontmodate these large number of huge beasts, the G ha znavids
had constructed royal stables at Ghaanin, I-inst, Knnciuz and utilized
probably the earlier stable of Indian ruler atrQannanj. The Lihaanin
stable consisted thousand enclosure.-thus each and every elephant had
its separate sheds with vessels {rt-tartaban) for their t‘odder.‘"' It seems
that the Ghaanavid royal stable was constructed on existing plan of
Indian stable to which .-trrheshortrn elaborates that a stable (shale) to
be constructed double the length of the number ofelephants. An entrance
hall has frameworlt oI'beatns facing the east or north. A stall {station}
for each elepitants to be built squire in conformity with an clcpharitls
height, breadth and length with a smooth tying-post and planlt flooring
with outlets for urine and dung. Separate sheds. probably with open
roof, were made in the fort for war and riding elephants.” if the
possession Faplltbtiono was any indicator ofroyalty in the struggle for
power," then nominal number of elephants under the possession of
last two Liiraaitavid Sultans in India was the main catisc for the downfall
of the dynasty. lrlinhaj-i-Siraj reports that when Shahabuddin ofGhor
led ertpedition against the last flltastiavid ruler Khusrau Matil: in I182,
he made peace and collected only one elephant from hint.“

To tend the elephants, it hierarchy of staffs eitisted. Elephant lteepers
or drivers were to tool: after the beasts- A sculpture discovered front
Ghaanin shows a huge elephant with driver on its neck holding a goad.“
Each and every driver had one of his trainee (.'5-Tingtrdj.“ The
M'n.qod'n"erm—i- Fii'.btni-inn was tlte incharge of the elephant keepers and
there was a Slrraltrtn or Superintendent of the royal stable ( Shelton-I-
ii-tnrnbir-t-i*i,5‘i'ynr].“ Self ad Dania ivlahrnud (I076 AD) had a piithniia
at Qannanj and appointed an Indian land Rai or Chand Ral as sripervisor
of that stable."-" The Hajib of the elephant corps was generally the
Turkish commanders, e.g. Bilkatigin and Bun Nasr. The Hajib was the
inchargc ofelephantsl review and probably arrayed the beasts in the
battle- After rewiew, Hajlb dispatched the elephants to their allotted
stables. He was responsible for the distribution of Ktrilrr ‘or (relies) to
the keepers after the completion of review." Farrukhi, a court poet of
Sultan Mahmud. praises elephants in high sounds and explicitly
mentioned their names, such as Stud, Singer, Sninber, Sui" Better; Stir
Kesnr, Stir Mnnilr, Seloir, Sodil, Snjara. Salmjaain, Bn!nft~Pn.rnird.
Cilrni-ii'i'. Der Jnnliui’, Donal‘ Muriott. Rnridoii Mains, Kcrtlpt, Matti and
Ht-rrtnvrrn etc.“ It is worth noting that Sultan Mamud named his personal
eiepliatits on tlrc fashion of Indian custom, thus most ofthe names are
lndianised one. A Ghaznavid poet of Lahore Masud Sad-i-S alman also
wrote verses in praise ofthe royal elephants."
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H'~"""'“""“= "IE '=|'=P|"'flIItH Fruin India vverc an indispensable
cciniporient til‘ the Ghaanavid militarj.-"e:iipeditii;i|| in tjamml ,2-.5|n_
Fflflflflfies revealed the eiilensive deployment oflndian elephants in
m'|'m"J"' '33mPi1'E"5 l3-‘If tile Ghaznavids against their Central Asian
counterparts in their mutual conflicts over resources and territories-
Uii the basis of scrutiny ofthe eentemporary source. it has suggested
that elephants were used by the Ghaanavids for the sheelt vali-ie.
f'ElE'll.l'ti"'3I]_'||'-I-l1'll'l.l'l'lII'I|'l"I'l to their adversaries in Elentral Asia, thus their
presence tI'l the battle tield served to create avvc and terror. Later
lItIl"l-'i"'E‘v"dt‘ they were deployed in sgvsteniatic and organised manner in
the battlefield, as an important component of the fjliasiiavid army. Their
deployment by the {Ilia-snavids provided them a decisive edge in the
hfliilfi field, but once their adversaries began to challenge these war
animals in the battle field, their claim to dominance disappears-
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MIRZA AZIZ KOKA KHAN-I AZAM IN
THE COURT OF JAHANGIR

Reyes Ahmad Khan

Miran Aaiz iiloltn was one oi’ the principal nobles of Akbar and
.lahattgi_r‘s -court. He enjoyed exceptional privileges under Alchar by
virtue of being foster brother of the Emperor. He served the lviughal
state in various capacities despite being critical of some of Al~:bar‘s
ineasutes."-Being unhappy with the En-iperor’s religious policies, lvliraa
Aai: Koka departed to Ivlccca along with his family without seeking
permission ot‘ the Emperor. During the course ofhis stay in Mecca,
lvliraa r‘-.aia iiolta wrote ii very liarsli letter to Akbar accusing him oi‘
denigrating Islam and claiming prophet hood.‘ Alter staying For ltl
months in Mecca. he returned to India and was re-admitted in imperial
service; once again he became very close to the Emperor. During the
closing years oi’r'iltbar‘s reign lie, along with Raja Man Singh supported
the claims of Prince Rhusrau, against those of Jahangir. Thereafter,
Jahangir not only pardoned all ofthcm hut also gave promotion in ranl-is
and they were also confirmed to the olTices wltich they held during his
l'ather*s times. lvlirsa Asia Kolra was also pardoned and his previous
rank and office were confirmed, however. alter the rebellion ofltlhusrau
(1605) lvlirsa hair. Kol-ta his relations with the Emperor became
strained‘, Jahangir called him an "old wolfofthis everleading state-".3
and Miraaflisia It‘-olta openly criticised Jahangir for his administrative
policies.‘ Tlie Emperor was so much unhappy with him that on two
occasions he was on the point of being awarded capital punishment
but owing to the pleadings of ladies of the harem and M iraa Asia's
special relations with the Emperor Akbar, he was pardoned.‘ Although
he remained in imperial service and held the mansab of7t.l0t}. yet from
the Tiieiai: and other contemporary sources one gets the impressions
that Ivliraa Asia l¢'.olta was not among those nobles who had close
association with Jahangir and with whom Emperor discussed matters
relating to state administration and other suhjeeis of his interest.

This picture of Mirza Asia Kol-ta comes out ofthe two works, via;
Afzal Hiissiii, The Nobility underAkbar andJahangir; I999 and Saiyid
Athrir A hhas Riavi Rciegions and Intellectual History ofthe Miirtiiii in
Akbar is Reign. IPFJ. But it may now be modified by a close study of
the recently d iscovererl report of the conversations of‘ Jahangir M'ajai'is-
i‘-Jaharigiri (published in 2006),‘ which contains the night discourses
held during ldod-l l. In these assemblies Jahangir used to discuss
various matters especially religion. nature of state. poetry curious


