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PREFACE

THE following letters, written by Colonel John
Chalmers during the Indian Mutiny and the
subsequent Waziri campaigns (after having
been lost sight of for nearly half a century),
have recently been discovered in an old box;
during the reconstruction of the house in which
his mother used to live.
It has been thought that they are of suflicient

interest to justify their being printed for circula-
tion among his family at any rate, and with
this view it has been decided to reproduce them
exactly as they were written, without omission
or alteration of any kind. It may perhaps be
considered that some of the more private and
personal passages, such as that in which he
speaks of himself as ‘ the scamp of the family,’
might judiciously have been represented by
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PREFACE
asterisks. But asterisks have an aggravating
way of appearing in print just when the subject
seems to be getting interesting, and the lost
passage, like the angler’s lost trout, always
tends to bulk large in the imagination, and its
loss is apt to leave a feeling of exasperation in
the mind. Indeed, it seems to me that it
would be diflicult to cut down these letters
to any extent without taking away much of
their local colour and the freshness of their
composition; and I am sure that after con-
sidering them, and the life, as a whole, it will
be readily admitted that Colonel Chalmers’s
family need not be ashamed of owning him-~
at least as its scamp !
The first of the letters is written to the late

J. Monro Mackenzie of Calgary (who married
his elder sister), and the remaining letters to the
late Henry Bruce of Ederline (who married his
younger sister), and to his mother.
In an Appendix will be found a statement of

his military services, together with a number of
vi



PREFACE
letters from friends and brother ofii_cers, written
when he was persuaded to memorialise the
Govemment on the subject of his promotion.
This memorial, though supported by so many
well-known names, and strongly backed by the
Commander-in-Chief in India, was unsuccessful.
The biographical sketch of Colonel Chalmers

by his cousin, Miss I.G. Chalmers, forms, I think,
a very interesting introduction to the letters.
For all the care and trouble which she has so
kindly devoted to the subject, I should like to
express my grateful acknowledgments.
I hope that this little volume will be accept-

able to those for whom it is intended, and that
it may serve to keep green among them the
memory of one of their own blood, who, in that
tragic and heroic period of our history, did his
part among the band of men who helped to
save India and to win the Empire.

W. P. B.

Bnanamm, December 1904-.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Jonn Cnanmnns, the writer of the following
letters, was born in 1821 at Sherbourne, in
Dorsetshire. He was the son of Patrick
Chalmers (at that time agent on the Lewisham
Park Estate), and of Harriet Carige, his wife.
From Dr. Hanna’s Life of John's uncle, the

Rev. Thomas Chalmers, D.D., D.C'.L., we learn
that his great-grandfather, James Chalmers,
was ordained minister of Elie in 1701. In
the following year James Chalmers married
Agnes Merchiston, daughter of the Episcopal
clergyman of Kirkpatrick Juxta, who had been
ejected from his living at the time of the Revo-
lution. Undistinguished by any superiority of
talent, the simple kindliness of Mr. Chalmers’s
disposition endeared him to his parishioners, and
there still lingers in Elie a remembrance of the
familiar and affectionate intercourse which was
carried on between minister and people. ‘ What
the minister himself lacked in energy was,’ Dr.
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COLONEL JOHN CHALMERS
Hanna tells us, ‘ amply made up by the vigorous
activity of his wife. Brought up in the school
of adversity, she had learned the lesson of a
most thrifty economy. The estate of Radernie,
purchased by her savings out of a slender in-
come, which had to bear the burden of twelve
children’s education, still remains (1849) in the
possession of one of her descendants; while in
the after history of more than one member of
her family, the care with which she watched
over their infancy and education brought forth
its pleasant fruits.’ From Dr. Hanna we also
learn that Mr. Chalmers’s second son, James
Chalmers, settled in the town of Anstruther,
as a shipowner and thread manufacturer, where
he was succeeded in a prosperous business by
his son John, who married Elizabeth Hall,
daughter of a wine-merchant in Crail. . The
words already quoted describing the minister
of Elie and his wife might be repeated with-
out alteration to describe John and Elizabeth
Chalmers. He was a truly good man of kindly
disposition and much respected, but talent and
energy seem to have been the exclusive pro-
perty ofMrs. Chalmers. The mother of fourteen
children—nine sons and five daughters—she
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
managed to give most of her sons a university
education, and to see all her family well forward
in life. During the long illness which preceded
her husband's death, her talent, energy, and strict
integrity enabled her to conduct all his business
affairs successfully. With these claims added
to the care of her large family, her hands must
have indeed been full, and we can well under-
stand the old stories which tell of her impa-
tience with the idle gossip of her neighbours.
She soon made short work, however, of those
who were the bearers of evil rumours. ‘ That ’s
a bad business,’ she would say: ‘ I ’ll just put on
my bonnet and go and ask her herself if it is true.’
Patrick was one of her younger children, and

she was very anxious about his comfort when
he went to England, especially when he first
took up house for himself. She writes that she
is sending him both bed and table linen, with
some furniture, and regrets that she cannot at
the same moment add a feather bed to her
other gifts. She also sends him cloth for two
suits of clothes. ‘ Two kinds of superfine cloth,
enough of one to make a coat and of the other
to make a coat and waistcoat. Also there is
blue second cloth for pantaloons suitable for
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COLONEL JOHN CHALMERS
understood how people could rest until their
liabilities were fairly cleared ofll Her husband
and she, for many years before his death, had
laid by from time to time certain sums for the
purpose of buying back the little estate of
Radernie, already mentioned, which had passed
into the hands of another branch of the family.
Next to the wellbeing of her children, her
dearest wish seems to have been the possession
of Radernie; yet she unhesitatingly made use
of the money that had accumulated for its
purchase, to settle all outstanding claims, and
thus she was able to write to Patrick at the end
of the first year of her widowhood: ‘All has
been cleared off, and there will be a little to
part among the younger children.’
In 1820 Patrick Chalmers married Harriet

Carige, and it is said that crowds went to
church to see the handsome bride.
His mother’s letters are henceforward less

businesslike and hortatory; but in fact by this
time the hardest battles of her life and her
keenest sorrows were past. Her whole nature
had mellowed, and there is abundant evidence
of the deepening of her religious life, and that
the help and guidance which had never failed
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
her in her trials had wrought out an unfaltering
trust in God.
Some years after his marriage, Patrick

Chalmers left England and became a partner
with Lord Belhaven in his distillery at Wishaw.
His father-in-law had spent some years in

London, and some in Dorsetshire, after leaving
Ireland, where he had been land-agent on the
estate of the Earl of Cavan of that day. Mr.
Carige’s letters are most characteristic of the
man, and from an occasional reference to his
post under Lord Cavan, one is led to surmise
that an over-indulgence of his passion for
hunting may have been the cause of that
difference of opinion between them which led
to his departure. He had two daughters--
Mrs. Chalmers and Mrs. Copper--and when
both of these were ultimately settled near
Wishaw, in Lanarkshire, he broke up his little
home in Dorsetshire and came to end his days
beside them.
His voyage from London to Leith occupied

ten days. It was made in a packet boat. ‘ As
Mrs. Carige,’ he writes, ‘had been informed
that boilers, when too fully charged with steam,
were liable to burst, to the injury of those in
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COLONEL JOHN CHALMERS
their immediate vicinity,’ they discarded the
idea of travelling by steamer, and having lovely
weather and pleasant company, and time being
no object, they enjoyed their trip thoroughly.
On arrival at Leith Mrs. Carige was despatched
to Wishaw by coach, whilst Mr. Carige re-
mained behind till his furniture and pony-trap
were landed and ready for the road. This time
of enforced idleness he spent in exploring the
town of Edinburgh. ‘ I need not expatiate to
you,’ he writes to an English friend, ‘on the
handsomeness of the new town, nor the de-
formities of the old.’ Having inspected Edin-
burgh, Mr. Carige laid in a stock of pies,
tobacco, and other stores necessary for his
journey to Wishaw, and stepping into his pony-
trap, which was securely tied at the back of a
cart on which his furniture was piled, he bade
farewell to the last outpost of civilisation, and
set forth into what appeared to him as a foreign
and semi-barbarous country.
He and Mrs. Carige found a temporary home

with the Coppers, but, as he writes again to his
sympathetic friend--‘ I cannot but agree with
your quaint Yankeeisms and sage remarks, par-
ticularly coinciding in opinion, that the squalling

xx



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
of brats, added to twinges of the gout, may kick
up a sort of shindy in an otherwise peaceable
establishment. I have therefore lately been in
search of a domicile where the one may be ex-
cluded, however difficult to repel the visits of
the other with a “ not at home,” and so we shall
“ cut the stick and brush ” as soon as Mother
can resign the household again to their lawful
mistress, and get our new residence a little
furbished. It having been latterly inhabited
by certain of the northern unwashed, requires
purification. ’
He seems to have been much pleased with

his new home and its large garden, but finds
the neighbourhood deadly dull. ‘ Though the
surrounding country is not without its beauties,
yet a most insufferable dulness reigns--not even
a pony-race within reach.’
The spring of 1839 seems to have been un-

expectedly fine. He writes on May 4th :--
‘ Such a season as the present I doubt the in-
habitants of this northern clime rarely, if ever,
before witnessed. Since February we have
hardly had a drop of rain, consequently these
idolatefs of the plough, who, I think, are usually
too dilatory in sowing, have this year been
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COLONEL JOHN CHALMERS
aroused by the extraordinary influence of the
sun to earlier activity. I am now writing close
to an open window, and without my ‘jacket, the
heat being greater than any time last summer,
as I well remember writing by the fire in June.
My peas and potatoes are the only produce of
the garden that stand the drought. - Lettuces,
onions, etc. etc., require daily ablutions, and if
Lord Belhaven’s prophecy prove true, we are to
be favoured with no refreshing showers for six
weeks to come. The present prospect of fruit
here is beyond anything I ever saw before.’ On
June 9 of the same year he writes: ‘Snow
on Derby day! More like March than June.’
Perhaps he is hardly sorry for this, as he never
cares to praise the semi-barbaric country in
which his lot is cast. The only thing in Scot-
land of which he speaks with unstinted enthu-
siasm is what he calls ‘ the cream of Wishaw,’
and he longs for his English friend to visit him
that he may prove what a good substitute it is
for the ‘ Irish mountain dew.’ ‘ VVe are within
thirty miles of the Capital,’ he writes, ‘ denomi-
nated by my countrymen “The Modern Athens,”
and this is the land ofjieelosophers, yet to me it
appears as sterile in information as it is in
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
politics. I shall be most happy to introduce
you to it all, provided you visit the land o’ cakes
ere I be translated to the land of my fathers,
but you must be forthcoming between June and
October, otherwise you will find fur habiliments,
to which you must have recourse, expensive
machinery.’
To Scotland and its people in general Mr.

Carige could not reconcile himself. To him it
is a land of ‘ bare-legged women and half-fed
beef.’ He says: ‘ Our country butchers are a
slovenly set, but are civil enough to allow me a
cut where I like, leaving the bones for the
Scotch to make broth of, they being all devils
for spoon-meat.’ The Scottish lack of humour
bored him. ‘ As for climbing a greased pole for
a leg of mutton, or catching a pig with his tail
similarly besmeared, they are amusements far
beyond Sawney’s comprehension.’ The parsi-
mony of the Scots, and their want of interest
in sport, disgusted him. ‘ Not a sporting char-
acter in the neighbourhood. The melodious
note of a hound has not blessed my ear since
in Scotland I have been. Tell Harry I am
much regretting being for the next two months
so far distant from Epsom, Ashkot Heath,
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COLONEL JOHN CHALMERS
Hampton, etc., and thank him for his informa-
tion that “ Little Wonder,” an outsider, against
whom 50 to 1 was betted, was last Wednesday
the fortunate winner of the Derby. ’
Mr. Carige, we find, was bold enough to

venture into the Highlands, fi'om which he
returned in safety. He expresses himself to his
English correspondent as keenly interested in
all he saw and experienced during his tour.
Starting from Glasgow, he crossed the Clyde at
Greenock, proceeded to Loch Lomond, and on
his return visited the Castle of Dumbarton.
‘ I am truly sorry,’ he adds, ‘ to hear you have

been on the Doctor’s list. Take care of them,
for though they sometimes keep things a little
in trim, they help many a good fellow to king-
dom come.’
In spite of his son-in-law's nationality, Mr.

Carige had a sincere admiration and respect for
him. Patrick Chalmers was indeed one of the
most genial of men. He was the centre of a
large circle of friends. His welcome was like a
warm fire on a winter night, and even animals
shared in his friendship. A pet canary hopped
about the table at meals; a squirrel accompanied
him on his journeys, concealed in the pocket of
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
his overcoat; and his tact and patience with
horses were unbounded. On one occasion he
bought a sound and handsome mare who soon
displayed an inveterate habit of backing. ‘ Well,
my lass,’ said her master, ‘ since you ’re so fond
of it, I ‘ll let you have your fill,’ and quietly
turning her round he backed her all the way
home, a distance of two miles. She never
backed again.
The Chalmers’s home at Wishaw, with its

genial host, its handsome Irish hostess, with her
warm heart, keen sense of humour, and ready
wit, must have been very attractive. They had
three blue-eyed, fair-haired children--a boy and
two girls. As early as 1830 the boy, John,
was sent for his education to Edinburgh, where
he lived with his uncle, Charles Chalmers, first
at Park Place, and then at Merchiston School.
To distinguish him from his eldest cousin he
was called by his companions ‘English John,’
a name which, as a boy, he resented, and would
ask indignantly, ‘ Should you be a horse if you
were born in a stall ?’
Park Place is now pulled down, but in those

days it was a pleasant street close to George
Square, where many people of interest lived.
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COLONEL JOHN CHALMERS
During John’s time there, Burke and Hare
began their horrid trade. The mystery that
enveloped the perpetrators of the crimes added
to the panic they inspired, and created quite a
reign of terror among the inhabitants of Edin-
burgh. John’s two little girl cousins attended
a school in George Square kept by a Miss
Shields. It was so near their home, they were
allowed at first to come and go by themselves,
but a servant was sent for them as soon as their
father became alarmed by the rumours spread
abroad of children being decoyed and murdered
in some mysterious manner. ‘English John,’
however, did not think one servant sufficient
protection for the girls, so he raised a band of
brave men, consisting of his cousins and some
of their school companions, to form a bodyguard
for them. This guard he commanded himself,
armed with a red-hot poker.
At Merchiston Castle, though we find a few

poetic effusions in some of the early numbers of
the School Magazine, one of his companions
writes of him: ‘ His talent lay chiefly in prac-
tical mathematical departments, and he was one
of a class who, on fine midsummer mornings,
used to go off’ hours before breakfast to plant
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
their surveying poles and flags on the summits
of Braid, Blackford, and Craiglockhart Hills,
while engaged in a trigonometrical and geo-
detical survey of the then newly proposed parish
of Momingside.’
In 1839 we find his grandfather, Mr. Carige,

writing to an English friend :--‘ The bearer,
my Grandson, the young Anglo-Scot John
Chalmers, a promising youth bidding fair to
reach 5 feet 11 inches in his stockings, has been
considered a sufficient escort for his two sisters.
He has left them at Clifton under the care of
Miss Barrett, for the purpose of putting a finish
of English polish on the Scottish basis.’
His education ended, John Chalmers joined

his father at the distillery at Wisliaw. At this
time he was over six feet in height, and well
made. His blue eyes and fair curling hair set
off a face not otherwise handsome. After get-
ting some insight into the business at home, he
was despatched to Ireland, with a view to his
gaining experience, and at the same time ex-
tending their connection in that quarter.
This was his first taste of independence, and

0116 can well imagine with what eager hope-
fulness he looked forward to the journey, little
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COLONEL JOHN CHALMERS
knowing he was hastening to meet the tragedy
of his life. Business was neglected amongst
the charms of Irish hospitality, but, alas! among
his many true, generous, warm-hearted friends,
there was one of a different mould, the impecun-
ious father of many daughters, who had no
intention of bestowing favours on the lad with-
out exacting payment, and more than payment,
to the utter-most farthing.
John returned home, engaged to a woman

many years older than himself. He soon after
married her, and settled down near his father
at Wishaw. Time passed. The aggressive
economy of his wife’s management perhaps
blinded him to what was going on, so that the
crash when it came welluigh unhinged him.
When his father sent for him and asked for an
explanation of bills for goods ordered in the
name of ‘ Mrs. Chalmers,’ he was aghast. On
his way back to his own house, other revela-
tions were made to him by a clerk in the oflice,
which filled him with despair. He could not
face his trouble, the unknown depths of it. He
fled from home and enlisted.
The suspense of his parents, until they found

out what had become of their son, was most
xxviii’
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painful; and to his mother, who was so proud
of him, the shock of knowing her son to be
a private soldier was terrible.
Mr. Mackenzie, John’s brother-in-law, offered

to visit him in barracks and see how he fared.
He gave a graphic account on his return of
the way the men treated the new recruit. He
was already their master, their beloved master.
VVhen the visit was at an end, and John was
to accompany Mr. Mackenzie to the station,
his willing servants were in attendance ready
to fetch and carry. In fact, Mr. Mackenzie
found they did all the menial work for John
that they dared.
He paid one visit to his mother after this.

For her sake he petitioned to go home in
plain clothes, but whether this was granted
or not is not known. It was not long before
he was bought out of the army.
In a short account of John Chalmers, written

after his death by his cousin, David Chalmers,
for The Merckistonian, we find :--‘ He entered
the service of the Hon. East India Co. in 1848,
and was connected at first with the sappers and
miners going out to India in 1849. This service
he lefi not long after; and having passed as a
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COLONEL JOHN CHALMERS
civil engineer, he officiated as executive engineer
on the Lahore and Peshawur Road.
‘ While engaged in this civil appointment

the fearful Indian Mutiny broke out, and in
May 1857 he raised and drilled a body of
about 400 men for one of the new Punjaub
regiments. In the same year he was appointed
Adjutant of the 24~th Punjaub Infantry, and
he served with that corps, acting also as field
engineer throughout the siege of Delhi, at the
assault of which he commanded the ladder
party with General Nicholson’s column. Be-
fore the assault was made, he and his men laid
the ten-gun battery which made the first
breach in the walls. VVithin two years he
took active part in over seventy engage-
ments, of greater or less importance, and was
only once wounded, and that by the sword of
a dead foe.’
His letters should now be left to speak for

themselves, and it is only necessary to add,
that perhaps his most remarkable gift, to quote
again from his cousin, ‘ was his power of at
once gaining the entire confidence, respect, and
loving obedience of the natives whom he com-
manded in his civil and military operations.
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With his servants he was sometimes severe and
sometimes kind, but always just.’
In one or two of his letters he speaks of

men in his regiment becoming Christians. The
Scriptures were read among them, but he did
not try to persuade them to make their choice.
He would have been too much afraid of hypo-
crisy-; but he sympathised with the difliculties
of natives in this matter as in all things, and
it is told of him that when two men of different
caste were to partake of the communion for
the first time, he took one on one side of him
and one on the other, and knelt between them.
As time went on his character developed into

a strong and steadfast one. He could be relied
on absolutely in the evil hour. In fact he
seems to have appeared at his best in times of
anxiety and danger, and when things and people
generally were untoward.
Even in his boyhood he is said to have had

‘ always a very strong dash of erratic origin-
ality in many of his views, sayings, and doings,’
and it is not surprising that, in later life, after
all he had passed through, there should be a
certain twist at times in his views and temper.
His religious character certainly showed the
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COLONEL JOHN CHALMERS
brightest when amongst those who were in-
different or opposed to what he came so firmly
to believe in.
In 1868 John Chalmers, for the first time after

twenty years of continued Indian service, was
sent home to England on medical certificate,
as his eyesight had begun to show symptoms
of a serious nature.
He returned to his Indian duties at the close

of 1870,and came home finally in 1880. His eye-
sight had by this time almost completely failed
him. He settled at Paignton, in Devonshire,
where he was devotedly attended by his second
wife, until his death at the age of sixty-two.
He often said that the happiness of life lay

in the fulfilment of its duties, and when speak-
ing of the efforts made in the present day to
promote the happiness of the working-classes,
he remarked: ‘ Many people seem to forget that
the proper performance of his daily work is in
itself a real pleasure to a true working man, be
his position high or low.’
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LETTER I

Gooannanwntca, 30th May 1857.

MY DEAR Jonn,--Since the last mail our
communications have been cut off’ for some
time, but it is hoped they are now open. How-
ever, to secure some news, I have written a
few lines at intervals of some days, first to
Bruce, next to Hughes, and now to you, and
sent them by different routes, in hopes that
some one or other would go safe, hut, from
what I hear to-day, the others have all been
kept back at the Lahore post office until all
was safe on the route, and will go with this.
You must have heard by the last mail of the

massacres of Merutt and Delhi, and no doubt
have felt that I also was in a mess. “Tell,
things did look bad enough here, and are far
from clear yet, but here we have had no
murders, but some hard fighting at Fero-
zepore and Murdan. near Peshawur, with
the mutineers. At the latter place, when the
55th N. I. rose, their Colonel, Col. Spottis-
‘"0056, One of my oldest friends in the Punjaub.
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was so much distressed to think his regiment
should do so, that he committed suicide.
General Anson, the Commander-in-Chief of

India, has died; the newspapers say of cholera,
private reports say suicide. He, from his
ignorance of the country, had raised a storm
that has already cost hundreds of English lives,
and may cost us India, and when done he was
not the man to meet it.
In the Punjaub we have met the rebels fairly

-—beaten them at every point, and sent a large
force of about 1000 men from the Punjaub, and
a lot from the hills to relieve Merutt and Delhi.
Brigadier - General Chamberlain, a splendid
young fellow, commands, and is in the room
as I write, talking about the affair. The army
is passing here yesterday and to-day, making
forced marches.
From the newspapers you will hear horrid

accounts of the Delhi affair, but the one half
will never be published. The brutes oiled over
and set fire to one lady, killed children at the
breast; and 50 ladies and children who got into
the palace of the king, who, the rascal, was put
on the throne by us, and has received £12,000
a month of pension for years, were, after re-
maining there 5 days, stripped naked, paraded
through the crowded streets of the largest city
in India in that state, under a burning sun, and
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then killed with spears slowly and in cold blood
-ladies and children who never knew what
it was before to walk a mile. Never mention
this to those who might have had friends there,
but it is true, as I have seen the Government
report; but the retribution will and must be
heavy, both on the wretches who have com-
mitted, and on the Court of Directory who have
by their mismanagement caused, such horrors.
Love to all, and believe that I am at present

as safe as any man with an English face can be
in India; and believe me. my dear John, your
aff. brother, Jonn CHALMERS.

How I regret now that I ever left the army,
as I would give freely 10 years of my life to
strike a blow against such wretches, and as an
engineer I am floored, as the amount plundered
from the treasuries, and the expense of this
affair, will stop all works of our sort for years
to come.

LETTER II

Gooasnsnwatts, 13th June 1857.
MY DEAR Bnucn,--Last mail I wrote to

you, to Mackenzie, and to Mr. Hughes, and as
everything is all right in Bombay, I have no
doubt all the letters reached safe enough. I
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will now send you an account of how things
stand here, and perhaps if you were to send the
letter to Wishaw and Kilwinning, it might be
acceptable.
Below Lucknow we have no information, but

there two Native Infantry regts. and one
Cavalry regt. have mutinied and gone off to
Seetapore, a notoriously disaffected district. In
Cawnpore all is right at present, or at least by
the last accounts. At Agra the Native Infantry
and Cavalry regts. are disarmed, the European
reg. and Artillery being strong enough to
have done so. At Allygurh, Futtygurh, and
Nusserabad the native troops have mutinied,
but most of the Europeans have escaped. At
Hansi and Hissar they have mutinied, and
killed most of the European Oflicers and
civilians. At Merutt and Delhi they have
played the mischief. killing not only the
European men, but doing so and more to
the ladies and children. At Umballa the
European regiments and artillery kept things
right, and at Kurnaul and Loodianah there
are no troops at present. You will easily
find all these places in any good map of India,
and they include all the military stations I can
recollect at present between Oude and the
Punjaub. Now for the Punjaub, in which I
am more particularlv interested.
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On the river Sutledge, which bounds it, are

two military stations—Philour and Ferozepore.
At the former place there is a Fort manned by
a Company of European Infantry and one of
Eu. Artillery. The 3rd Native Infantry live
outside. Here there has been no row, as the
guns of the fort would have polished off the
Sepoys quick enough.
At Ferozepore two N. I. regts., the 45th and

57th, mutinied; the 61st European Reg. held
the Fort and Magazine, and the artillery and
cavalry went out against the mutineers, and all
of them who are not killed or in jail have had
to throw away their arms and run.
On the road from Philour to Lahore is

Jullunder. Here two N. I. and one N. C.
regt. mutinied, failed in their attempt to take
the artillery guns, and have started off towards
Delhi, followed by Europeans and artillery,
who, it is hoped, will overtake them. Further
up the same road is Umritsar, which is situated
just as Philour, viz., the Fort is held by
Europeans, and the native troops are helpless.
Next on the river Ravee, are Lahore and

Moultan. At both these places the European
troops, having the first news of the outbreak,
took time by the forelock and disarmed the
native troops before they were prepared-4
regiments at the former, and 2 at the latter
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place being disarmed, and their lines constantly
guarded by European Artillery and Infantry,
quietness is the best of their game.
Forty miles north from Lahore you will see

Goojeranwalla, where I live. Here, on the
first news of the row, the Dy. Commr., ex-Ass.
Comm., and myself, who, with their clerk and
my overseer, constituted the European resi-
dents, raised and armed a lot of the district
police, and turned out the 50 men of the 46th
N. I., who guarded the treasury, sending them
off quietly to their regiment at Sealkot, 30
miles towards the Eastward. We got the
Gov. treasure into my house, which, with the
garden, we garrisoned, and soon had a force of
300 Infantry and 125 Cavalry, raised and armed
from the natives of the district whom we
thought we could trust.
At Sealkot the 46th N. I. and half the 9th

Cavalry remain still quiet, but we daily expect
an outbreak; however, we shall be, I think,
right enough here, as they will most likely take
the direct route to Umritsar, which does not
pass here. Up still further is Jhelum. Here
were 2 N. I. regts.--the 39th and 14th, with no
Europeans. Before the row was known to the
natives there, they sent the 39th off to Dera
Ishmail Khan, where a Seikh Regt. will take
good enough care of them, but the 14th are
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daily and hourly expected to rise, in which case
they must come this way. We shall try to
meet them at Muzerabad with our police, and
with the advantage of a river that can only be
crossed by boats, and the country people in our
favour, I am sanguine that we shall give a
good account of them--that is, if they attempt
to cross, which I think would be madness for
them.
Still higher up is Rawal Pindi, where the

58th N. I. have been disarmed, and are safe
enough watched by a European regt. and a
Ghoorka regt., which is nearly as good. At
Attock there are some Europeans, and with
a good fort, quite enough to keep things all
right.
At Peshawur and Naushera-for they are so

near they may almost be counted as one place-—
there were 2 European rgts. and 9 of N. I. and
I of native Cavalry. One, the 55th, rose rather
too soon at a place 20 or 30 miles from Pesha-
wur, and thus gave warning to the Europeans,
who disarmed all the rest but 2 regts. of N. I.,
who are supposed to be trustworthy, viz. the
21st and Khelat-i-Ghilzie Regts. Col. Nichol-
son went at the 55th with his hill regt. of police
and some arty. and cavalry, and killed 150,
took 100 prisoners, of whom the following day
he blew 40 away from guns, and hung the rest,
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and the remainder of the regt. he hunted into
the hills, where they were murdered by the hill
tribes; so they have had a lesson of the folly of
mutiny. He has also raised large numbers of
the hill tribes, who are professional robbers and
murderers, and set them to watch the disarmed
regts., and at a hint of disturbance they will
cut‘the throats of every man of them.
From this account you will see that in the

Punjaub as yet hardly a European life has been
lost, and that we have a fair chance of holding
our own until European troops come out from
England to our assistance. Some few are
already dropping in from Madras and Bombay,
but, should our attack on Delhi prove a failure,
it is to be feared the whole country will rise,
and that they will require all their Europeans in
their own territories. VVe hope, and all the
well-informed people whom I have seen expect,
that 30 or 40 thousand men must ere this have
left England to our assistance. VVe are at
present situated thus: 18 regiments are in
open mutiny, and 13 are disarmed, and of the
rest of the 10 Cavalry and 74 Infantry regts.
of this Presidency, I do not believe one will be
true if they get a chance to rise.
It is lamentable to think that this should all

have come from a foolish attempt of Gen.
Anson to interfere with the caste of the men
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by greasing the bullets of their cartridges with
beef suet and pig’s fat mixed, and this (although
done in ignorance), combined with one or two
officers who, with more zeal than prudence,
preached to their men, led them to think the
Govermnent intended forcibly to make them
Christians.
I will write to my mother in a day or two,

but do not wish to post more than one letter at
once, as a. loss of mails is usual enough now.-
l am, etc., Joun CHALMERS.

LETTER III

~ Goo.lsnanvuxL|.s, 22nd June 1857.

MY DEAR BRIT(‘E,——-I'll is only a few days
since I wrote to you, but although I well know
how little interest is generally shown at home
in Indian affairs, yet I dare say the recent events
may have done something towards exciting
people’s attention, and you may perhaps like to
hear something at first-hand, particularly as the
Government, with their usual short-sighted
policy, have steadily suppressed the worst, from
a foolish fear of what would ‘ be said in Parlia-
ment.’ As an instance of this, whilst every
one here knows that Delhi is held by 23,000
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mutineers, who come out daily and give battle
to our soldiers, in each of which sorties 400 to
500 are killed, Gov. say in their accounts that
the misguided Sepoys amount to about 5000,
who are dispirited and without a leader. Yet
with fully that number of staunch troops they
do not attack, but have ordered 12,000 or
14,000 men to reinforce the army there.
As I have no copy of my last letter, I forget

how many regts. were then in arms against the
Government, but at present we know of 27 in
arms and 13 or 14- disarmed, besides which we
fear much for the safety of Cawnpore and
Allahabad, from which places we have had no
news for upwards of a week, and in which there
are 3 native regts. each.
I do not think anything could be more dis-

graceful than the conduct of the Government
everywhere, except in the Punjaub where the
Lieut. - Gov. took things in his own hands,
and pitched all orders from higher powers into
the waste - paper basket. Down - country the
Mutiny commenced by burning barracks and
stations, regts. refusing to take cartridges, and
such like nonsense. The Gov. fired proclama-
tions at them, and eventually took the strong
measure of, what do you think, to punish two of
the most mutinous?--why, paid them up in full,
dismissed them from the service, and allowed
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them to roam about the country to rob and
incite other regiments to mutiny. The natural
result followed. More than half the army is
now in arms against us. Hundreds of Euro-
peans have been murdered in cold blood;
European ladies violated, publicly exposed, and
then tortured to death. Soldiers have amused
themselves by pitching European children about
from bayonette to bayonette: in fact, they
have tortured and murdered every one they
could overpower with a white face, or who,
however black, professed Christianity, and this
without respect to age or sex. And now, to
crown all, the whole country of Rohilcund, the
population of which is the most warlike in
India, is in arms against us. Troops are ordered
and arriving daily from Madras, Bombay,
Ceylon, Pegue, Singapore, the Mauritius, and
the Persian Gulf. Steamers are out in all
directions to intercept the troops an route for
China, and 30,000 fresh English troops have
been applied for from England: in fact, they
are now doing on a large scale what they should
have done to a moderate extent 3 months ago,
and which would have then saved thousands,
and I expect before the row is over, hundreds
of thousands of lives.
Now for the Punjaub Gov. Here the same

sort of thing commenced as below, and. as this
l 1
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was a new and most warlike country, the danger
was greater; but fortunately we had men ready
to meet it. The Lt.-Gov. burned the pro-
clamations of the Govt., set a most excellent
officer, Col. Nicholson (whose life has been
spent in border warfare), at the first regt.
which broke out (the 55th N. 1.), and Col. N.,
instead of proclamations, paying up, dismissing,
etc., went at them with a nice little force of
cavalry and arty., killed 150 on the spot, took
100 prisoners, 40 of whom he on the following
day blew away from guns in front of the whole
frontier army; and most of the others he
hanged. The rest of the regt. he hunted into
the Levat Hills, when those who consented to
become Mohammedans were made so and sold
into slavery, one old native officer going so low
as 6 pence three farthings, and the others
having been _/brciblgy made Mohammedans were
murdered.
All this sounds cruel, but look to the results

of the two systems. That of Hindustan I have
told you; but in the Punjaub, although we have
had mutineers, we have fought and licked them
everywhere. 1Ve have disarmed all we could
overpower without a serious row, and we over-
awe the rest with cannon. Not one single
European or well-disposed native has been killed
as yet, and now, having got things into a pretty
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fair state, we have spared 1-} European and 8
Punjaubee regiments to the assistance of the
lower provinces.
One of the most extraordinary features of the

whole business is, that the oflicers of every reg.
without exception believe in their own men,
and only awake from their error when they find
the muskets pointed at them. The Gov. Gen.
has pardoned and reacccpted the services of two
native regts. after they had committed them-
selves; one took the first opportunity of again
breaking out. yet he still trusts the other, which
will do the same the very first opportunity.
The best judges assert that there is not one
native regt. to be depended upon out of the '74
in the Bengal army list.
You may easily imagine how disgusted 1 feel

that my being a civilian prevents my taking
any active part against these scoundrels; but as
engineering is floored for many a day to come,
and as volunteer soldiering will not ‘keep the
pot boiling,’ l am amusing myself drilling 200
Seikhs who have been newly raised and of
whom I hope to make Soldiers. And l have
applied to Sir John Lawrence to got me service
in the army of some native prince who is still
well disposed to us. If I succeed, I may still
be at the taking and sack of Delhi--and 1 can
assure you that my vengeance is so excited

13
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against the wretches, that I would gladly join
in the compact said to be entered into, to give
no quarter.--W'ith love to all, I am, my dear
Bruce, yours sincerely, Jorns CHALMERS.

LETTER IV
Gooannmwxtts, 231-d Jame 1857.

MY DEAR BRUCE,-—SlI1('6 I wrote to you
yesterday there is little news of importance
except such as every day brings, viz. of fresh
revolts. Cawnpore, I fear, is gone, and if so,
a young lady, a sister of a most intimate friend
of mine, is in a bad way. She was on her way
here from Gloucestershire, and was stopped at
Cawnpore on her way.
This morning I got a telegraphic express

from Sir John Lawrence appointing me to a
new Seikh regiment now on its way to Delhi.
It has the start of me about 140 miles, but I
hope to overtake it by the day after to-morrow,
as I start to-night and take nothing with me
but a saddle and bridle, a valaise with two or
three shirts, a sword and revolt er, and a flask
of brandy and a few biscuits. Horses I shall
borrow as the one I am on gets knocked up,
and ride on so all night and stop in villages all
day when it is too hot to travel.

14
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The country through which I pass is pretty

quiet, and I expect no interruption. I take no
servants or anything except what I mention,
except a few shillings to pay for the horses I
shall borrow from the villagers, and a bill for
£4-0 to buy me a good horse as soon as I join.
My own horses it would be a hopeless thing to
try to get down, as the reg. will go as fast as
possible, and has already such a start that,
even were I to get my horses up, they would
be so knocked up as to be worth nothing for
some time; but I shall miss my strong, well-
tried Punjaubee and Bokhara horses, as I do not
like those of Hindoostan much. Again, I am
always practising my own for fun at all sorts
of work with sword and lance, and the beast I
buy will have all to learn. Never mind--that
amount should buy me a strong enough brute
---beauty I shall not put in the scale at present,
and I suspect he will find before I have him
an hour that the best of his game will be perfect
obedience.
I do not know anything about this regt. I

am to join, as Sir John merely says it is a new
Seikh levy, and on the road to Delhi. It may
be horse, foot, or artillery. However, it is com-
manded by a very decent fellow whom I know
well, and I think it is a Sapper corps. I do
not even know whether 1 am to be 2nd in
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Command, Adjutant, or Quarter-Master, but I
hope and expect the former.
I shall continue my letters as I have oppor-

tunity.
I write to my mother to-day, but merely say

I am of-F down-country to another appointment.
You can tell her what you please, but if I
know her she is not at all likely to fret or feel
uneasy.--Love to Helen, and believe me, yours
sincerely. Jornv CHALMERS.

LETTER V

Loonnmin, 27!]: June 1857.

MY nsxu Bum 11,- I arrived here during the
night before last, and was pretty considerably
tired, having come 180 miles in two days
and nights——the last 30 of it through a very
unsettled country. Indeed, I often wonder
how 2 Europeans armed only with sword and
pistols could have managed it; but no one
interrupted us.
We saw the fine Station of Jullundhur quite

deserted-lots of the houses and barracks burned
down, and the whole place looking miserable.
At Philour we found a force under Gen. Nichol-
son, of half a European regt., 12 guns with Eu.
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Arty., and 2 regts. of Native Infantry and half a
regt. ofNative Cavalry. The previous day Gen.
N. had paraded the whole in such a. position
that the guns ready loaded with grape were
turned upon the Sepoys in close column, who
were not loaded. He then went up to them
and told them that if a man moved or offered
to load his musket, the guns would open at once
on them. He then ordered them to ground
arms, which they had to do at once. and were
marched off the ground. At Philour Fort I met
lots of old friends--Gulliver of the Engineers,
the Commr. of the new corps of Seikh pioneers to
which I am attached, Oliphant of the Engineers.
under whom I served at Jhelum, and all the
officers of the 3rd N. I... whose regt. went away
and left them, but did not murder more than
one or two. Everything busy in the Fort: new
batteries being raised, and ammunition. pro-
visions, etc., arriving in a constant stream; an
oflicer and European sentries constantly on
duty, and no native soldier admitted. After a
few words with these old friends, who congratu-
lated and envied me on my luck in going to
Delhi, I got a glass of brandy and water from
one of them to wash some of the dust of my
2 days’ and nights’ travel out of my throat, and
welcome it was as the first thing I had tasted
except native bread and very warm and nasty
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water. N.B.-1fyou want to know real pleasure,
travel so long with the thermometer 135 in the
sun and 118 in the shade, and then try a very
large tumbler of brandy and iced water. I bet
that, like me. you will call for a second.
Gulliver, my C. 0., told me that, as he was

to halt a day to get arms for the men, I had
better come over here to rest and refresh myself,
as Mr. Bicketts, the judge, is a friend of mine,
and keeps a comfortable bachelor’s house. I
arrived about 11, found all the Europeans in
the place, some 6 or 7. living with Ricketts,
and an officer of the 4-th Seikh infantry, whom
I knew, lying set erely wounded by a musket
ball, receis ed in trying to prevent the Jul-
lundliur mutiiieers crossing the river Sutledge.
I got a good bathe. but thought I could never

get cleaned from the mud formed of dust and
perspiration. Howes er, l did my best, sat down
to an excellent l>reakf.ist with claret and iced
water, quail-pies and everything desirable after
two such days as I had passed, and then went
to sleep in a well cooled room.
They called me to dinner, and I got up, but

went to sleep again immediately afterwards, and
this morning find myself all rig/if and ready to
start for Delhi with my corps.
It is certainly fearful odds we have to con-

tend with, but I think no one who has seen the
I8
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spirit which animates every European can for a
moment doubt the result if troops are speedily
sent from England. If not, the case will be a bad
one, as let us lick them as we do in every action
and kill 400 or 500 of them to our 30 or 40,
yet their numbers enable them to afford this
loss, and we must be used up in time. Besides,
although the Seikhs and Punjaubees are now
decidedly with us, would they continue so after
one reverse? I fear not.
My host, Mr. Ricketts, did one of the most

plucky things here that I ever knew. He found
that 3 regts., 2 infty. and 1 cavly., were coming
down from Jullundhur to cross the river Sut-
lcdge towards this place. He went out to meet
this force with 40 men of the 4th Seikhs, a few
police, and 2 guns drawn by his own horses.
\’Vith this force he opposed them at the river

for some hours, killing 50, and obliging them to
separate into different parties, and in the end
brought off his guns safe, and his small party
with a loss of 9, and Lt. Williams severely
wounded. Every European shows the same
spirit, and it must swcccrl. You cannot imagine
how proud I am that the Lt. Gov. should have
sent me to Delhi, and that I am the only
civilian he has asked. Besides, to take another
point of view, in a case of this kind a man is
safer fighting with an army than living in his
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own house. We march to-night, and I will
write to you from Umballa, where we will
arrive in 4- or 5 days.
Give my love to my Mother and Helen and

all, and kiss the bairns for me; and believe me,
my dear Bruce, yours sincerely,

JOHN CHALMERS.

LETTER VI

CAMP Puivi-sun Stevens,
RA.lPO0R.A, NEAR UMBALLA,

Jul]; lat, 1357.

MY DEAR Biwciz,--I have no news of any
kind since I wrote to you from Loodianah, but
I now send a few lines merely to let you see
how we get oii.
We hope, if no _work detains us on the way,

to be before Delhi by the morning of the 8th,
but have heard that we have to burn a few
villages on the road, the inhabitants of which
have stopped the mails and murdered the
passengers.
In such a case, all we can do at present is to

burn the village and hang the head men, as we
cannot spare troops to protect either mails or
electric telegraph.
It has been proposed to burn every village
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within 3 miles of the road, and shoot every man
not a soldier or camp follower found within
these limits after a certain notice; and this, no
doubt, would be effectual, but I hope it will not
be ordered until we have got past, as I should
not like to be delayed from the grand business,
and that hanging and village burning, although
a necessary, is but a dirty business at best.
Now that I have seen something of my new

corps, I suppose you will expect an account of
them. “Tell, here goes—-but it is not flattering.
The Muzbees are the descendants of men

of the very lowest caste, who became Seikhs.
They are notoriously the bravest scoundrels in
the country. being in time of war soldiers, but
in time of peace usually relaxing their minds
by Thuggcc and Dac0z'tee—two words meaning
organised systems of murder and gang robbery.
Not a nice lot, you will say, but the main point
is that they will fight for pay, and we cannot
be nice just now.——Love to all, and believe me,
my dear Bruce, yours sincerely,

JOHN CHALMERS.

I expect my next will be from Delhi.
I enclose an extract from a Lahore news-

paper I picked up at I.oodianah. I do not
know the editor, but shall punch his head
on my return. What right has he to speak
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about a re.spectable_/iimily? Your washerwomom
is, I hope, reqaectable. Otherwise his article is
well meant but too late, as Sir John Lawrence
was beforehand with him.

LETTER VII

KURNAUL, 5th July 1857.

MY DEAR BRUCE,-—--I wrote to you the other
day from Rajpoora, and posted the letter at
Umballa, and you will see by a look at the map
that we are getting on towards Delhi at the rate
of 20 to 25 miles a night, which is double the
usual marches even in cold weather, whilst this
is fearfully hot, and we do not wait for tents or
anything.
Although there had been a severe action at

Loodianah with the mutineers, who lost 58,
whilst our men lost some 15, with a European
officer severely wounded and a native officer
killed, yet the storm had passed, and the
country was pretty quiet, and the only signs
of it I saw were the skeletons, and the remains
of red jackets I noticed near the roadside.
From there we have found the road clear so

far, but in Umballa the church, which is the
largest in India, has been strongly fortified and
turned into an hospital for the wounded. I
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went with the engineer to see it, and I can
assure you the effect was something new. The
yard was surrounded with a ditch and strong
earthen rampart with bastions at the corners,
mounted with heavy 24.~ lb. guns, and the gate-
ways defended by 18 and 12 pounders. The
windows were all built up and crenelled for
musketry, whilst the church itself was filled
with beds for the sick and provisions for some
months, in case of a siege.
To-day 140 of the niost severely wounded

men of our army were brought in here on their
way to Umballa, and all night we heard heavy
firing, although Delhi is 70 miles off. \Ve start
to-night, and expect to haxe to fight our way
in, the last day, unless they can spare guns and
cavalry to escort us in. \Ve shall reach, if all is
right, in 4 days.
The wounded officers tell us that all along

we have only been able to /mid our om: against
I/ac affaclcs of the enemy, and that we have done
nothing against the city, and cannot, until large
reinforcements arriv e. This we hardly suspected
to be so bad, as the Govt. publish flourishing
accounts, and private are stopped as much as
possible, so it may be some time before I can
write another to you, but I shall lose no oppor-
tunity.
In one attack of the enemy on the 23rd ult.
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our troops were so hard pressed that the oflicers
were going to spike and abandon the guns, but
a Seikh regt. came up, having marched 30 miles
in the sun that day, and turned the scale to our
favour most gallantly.
Indeed the Punjaub altogether has afforded

a strong contrast to the inibecility shown else-
where, and if India is saved, Sir John Lawrence
has done it, and should be made a Duke.
Love to Mother, Helen, and all; and believe

me, my dear Bruce, your aff. Brother,
Jonn CHALMERS.

Our men, although recruits, are in fine spirits,
and we have not had one desertion in spite of
the killing marches we have made.

LETTER VIII
CAMP iiizrons DELHI,

iozii July 1857.
MY DEAR BiuJeE,—-1 arrived here yesterday

about 10 o'clock in the morning, after marching
all night since 5 the previous afternoon. We
had charge of some 150 carts and 200 camels,
and consequently the rear-guard, which I com-
manded, was some 1% or 2 miles behind the
advance.
After the advance-guard had got into camp
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a party of mutineers, infantry and cavalry,
came out from the city, got round our camp
unobserved, and attacked m_y convoy.
The drivers bolted like fun, with the camels

and bullocks. I with my party pushed on, and,
passing the carts loaded with articles of com-
paratively small value, got up to those con-
taining ammunition, which I protected. My
men, although marched off their legs and all
recruits, stood well. and showed no sign of bolt-
ing. We were not attacked at close quarters,
as a large force came out of camp to our
support, and gave battle to the mutineers.
I had a sergeant who was in charge of the

stores killed, but no one else even touched.
In the engagement that ensued the mutineers
are said to have lost 500 killed, besides wounded,
but I do not believe it, as no one that I have
seen has himself counted more than 196 dead
bodies, and l do not believe in their having had
time to carry in their dead.
We lost 50 killed and about 100 wounded,

so that altogether it was a sharp beginning to
my service.
By afternoon I got my carts and camels col-

lected, and brought into camp——every one~—and
found my way to the Sapper mess-liouse, where
I find 20 Engineers live in one room, dining off‘
an old billiard-table that escaped destruction,
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and the edges of which they have cut off. At
night some sleep on the table, and some in the
verandah.
Up to date we know of 37 regts. in mutiny,

and 16 disarmed, out of the 74-.
Things here are much worse than my worst

fears, and should very strong reinforcements not
arrive soon, good-bye to English rule in India;
but I will write all about it as soon as I have
seen for myself--that is, if one of these shells
—-that will burst near our house-does not
prevent me.
Love to Mother and Helen, and believe

me, yours sincerely, JOHN CHALMERS.

LETTER IX

CAMP DELHI, 11!/a Aug. 1857.

MY DEAR BRUCE,--011 coming in from a hard
night's work in the batteries, I have just heard
that a mail starts to-day, so I, although very
tired and sleepy, write a few lines that you and
my Mother and sisters may know I am still all
right.
We are still holding on here waiting for

reinforcements, having every 2nd or 3rd day
to fight some 10 or 12 times our number of the
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mutineers, whom we regularly lick. We have
had in all some 30 engagements, and although
always successful, yet the inevitable loss reduces
our little force surely, if gradually. Will it
be believed, that in weather when it was always
considered impossible for Europeans to go out-
side, 3000 or less have here for two months
held their own against 40,000 or 50,000 natives,
equally well armed and drilled, and superior in
artillery and every necessary of war.
We anxiously wait for reinforcements from

Calcutta, from which direction we can get no
certain information, but report says Lucknow
and Cawnpore are as bad as, or worse off than,
ourselves, and that all Europecms at the latter
place are murdered. The Lahore route is the
only one open now.-—Love to all, and believe
me, your affl brother, JOHN CHALMERS.
Address :

Ens. CHALMERS, Adj. P. S. & M.,
Head-Qrs. Camp, LAHURE.

LETTER X

CAMP as roar: Di:i.iii,
fibtli /lug. 1857.

MY DEAR BRUCE,-—I now take up my pen to
let you know how things are going on here, and
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as this is an extra mail and we are only allowed
a limited amount of weight each, I must write
as close as I can.
I came down here in an indefinite sort of

position, attached to a corps of 300 Punjaub
Sappers, and on my first arrival had lots of
work with them. Raids into the enemy’s
country for timber and stores; reducing refrac-
tory villages and hanging their head men, and
shooting all we could find armed; varied by
nights in the trenches and batteries, where we
had to work night after night at the same time
that we afforded pleasant amusement to the
enemy, who usually kept up a steady fire of
grape, canister, and inusketry on us; but now
that my corps is increased to 700 bayonettes,
and men are on the way down and daily ex-
pected, to raise it to 1100, I am struck off’ all
duty-appointed by the C. in C. Ensign and
Adjutant, and labour from morning till night
teaching stupid recruits and larky young
officers the mysteries of the goose-step and
how to shoot. Well, if I am not quite so
pleasantly, I am fully as usefully employed,
and I suppose that when the storm takes
place I will find some way of getting into it
or other.
VVe now number about 9000 men here, of

whom 4000 are European soldiers, and the rest
28
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Punjaub recruits, and with these, please God,
we will take Delhi in a few days, garrisoned as
it is by 24,000 regular and first-rate troops, and
any number of well-armed blaekguards—or ex-
pend ourselves in the attempt.
The day before yesterday we got the Home

News, and I can hardly say whether indignation,
disgust, or a sense of the ludicrous prevailed
when we found that England was to send out
round the Cape, and consequently to arrive in
6 or 7 months, 3000 men to quell a mutiny of
80 or 90 thousand well-armed and disciplined
troops, who have a whole country with them.
and who have already murdered every man, and
done far worse to every woman bearing the
name of Briton, who lived out of Calcutta, the
Punjaub, or the one or two stations where there
were considerable bodies of European troops;
and then the papers wind up uitli a lot of
boinbast, alluding, I suppose, to the 3000, who
by the time they reach the scene of action will
be reduced by sickness to 800 or 000, about
what a mighty empire docs to assert its injured
majesty!
‘Veil, here we are cut off’ from all communica-

tion with any place below Agra, with infor-
mation that we are to get no assistance from
Calcutta, and with the Punjaub still staunch,
but of course doubtful, but for all this with
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good hearts, and a full intention of doing our
duty and taking Delhi.
The day before yesterday the enemy sent out

6 regiments of infantry with a lot of cavah'y
and guns to our rear, when one of our Punjaub
men, Gen. Nicholson. went after them with a
small party, licked them, took all their camp
equipage and 13 guns, and killed a lot, but un-
fortunately was not strong enough to prevent
the return to the city of most of them. This
is where our want of numbers tells.
I shall constantly write a few lines every

mail to let you know how we get on.
Give my love to all, and believe me, my

dear Bruce, your afl'. brother,
JOHN CIIALMERS.

I enclose a line or two to Mother. but really
can say little that would interest her.

LETTER XI

( AMP ai-i our DFLIII,
Elbtlr /lug, 1557

MY DE.sRi~:.s'r Mo'iiii‘.ii,---I have just heard
that a mail starts to-day, and so sit down to
write you a few lines, from which you will see
that we are still on the outside of this accursed
city.
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Our force is small, but with reinforcements

we have lately had from the Punjaub we hope
to try it soon, fearful as the odds against us are ;
and although I am now as adjutant struck off
all work in the trenches, and everything except
the drill and discipline of my corps. I hope to
manage so as to be one of the first inside.
The weather is very hot to live in tents, and

lots of our friends go off daily from wounds and
sickness, but I am very well, and although I
hope I have done my duty, untouched in any
way.
As we are only allowed two letters each by

this, which is an extra post, and you will see
Bruce’s, I send you very few lines, but I know
you value them in proportion to the affection
that dictates them and not by quantity.--I am,
my dear Mother, your very alf. son,

JOHN CHAl.l\1El{S,
Ensigiz aml Aaf;t., Pamjauli Pioneers

LETTER XII

(‘sue BFI our DE] Hi,
1 "ilk ibipl. 1857.

MY DEAR BRUCE,—-I have only time for a
line to say that at length we have walked over
the walls of Delhi, and during yesterday have
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taken about one-third of the city, the fighting
being still going on by reliefs of men who come
back to camp to rest.
I suppose you will be anxious to know how

it feels to attack a breach in a wall. Vllell, all I
can say is that those who are killed know no-
thing about it. Those who are not, perhaps do
not like it; but for those who, like me, escape,
it is rather a pleasant excitement, and I think
on the whole superior to hunting.
First, although you see lots fall about you,

somehow it never occurs to you that your hour
may come. Then, what with looking after and
keeping your men together, you hate no time
to _/imlr. Our loss has been rm,['ull_:/ severe,
Gen. Nicholson anioiigst the rest, and the only
man here we could depend upon to lead.
I do not yet know how things may turn out

with us, but the taking of Delhi must at any
rate dishearten the rebels and cut them off’ from
supplies. “fill England not send us assistance
instead of ‘llftllslllg in Parliament?
I have before me a list of 240 coninzisszonezl

qfiiccrs lnzozwz to has e been murdered; and
when the clerks, sergeants, privates, poor Euro-
pean civilians, and all the wit es and families,
not to speak of the numbers killed in fair fight-
ing, are added to this, the list will, I think, open
people’s eyes in England.
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Just as we got into the city we found the

body of a European chained to a stake and
roa.sted—not burned--to death. I don’t think
the sight was for the good of the natives who
fell into our haiids.—I am, my dear Bruce,
your afi'. brother, JOHN CHALMERS.

LETTER XIII

CAMP DELHI. l5llz September [I S57].

MY DEAR Mo"i'HEn,--As there is a clumce
still of a letter going by this mail, I write
a few lines in hopes it may reach you. Since
the 7th I have not had a moment that I
could spend in that way, and even had I the
time the means were wanting.
On the evening of the 7th, after having been

warned to go with my men to construct
advanced batteries, I wrote a few lines which
I sealed and addressed to you in case I should
have been knocked over, but as that did not
occur I shall destroy it as soon as I get my
traps collected and find the key of my desk.
Well, on the night of the 7th, my corps

erected the first advanced battery, and, having
worked all night under a very heavy fire of
round-shot, grape, and musketry which floored
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many a good man, we got it finished and
10 guns at work at the city by daybreak.
From then to Sunday night I lived, or rather

existed, in a constant state of hard work, with
the additional excitement of shot and shell.
On Sunday night I came home to my tent

and went to bed, in the confidence that I was
to have a good night's sleep. At 3 I was
awoke by an orderly with a letter telling me
that I was to start immediately with 100 picked
men of my corps to join the assault, and that
the rest were to follow with the other officers.
I did so, got safe in over the breach, and fought
and worked all day in the heat until 6 at night,
when I was relieved and sent home to rest.
By that time one-third of the city was our

own, and the fighting still continues, and, from
the immense extent of the city and the ob-
stinacy with which every inch is contested,
it will probably be 3 or 4 days before we have
it all. .
The less I say about the whole affair the

better, as it could not be a pleasant subject
to you, although to nie, who had many dear
and kind friends to revenge, it was so. I got
off without a scratch, although my clothes were
shot in more than one place; but I believe I
did, and was acknowledged to have done, my
duty. My escape can be only considered as a
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most extraordinary one, as out of 14 engineers
employed during the day, 10 were either killed
or wounded, whilst I was there from the first
until 6 at night.
With love to all, believe me, my dear

Mother, your aff. son, JOHN CHALMEns.

LETTER XIV

CAWNPORE, Stlr Fcliiurujry 1858.

MY DEAR l\I0'1‘HER,—-—-1-\l)O11'|; a fortnight ago
I wrote a letter to Bruce from Futtygurh, and
had commenced one to you, when we got sudden
orders to march for Cawnpore and Lucknow,
and I had to lay my paper by and get the men
ready.
Yesterday we arrived here, and to-morrow

we go on, but as we are to be allowed only
one tent per regiment and one servant each,
I have so much to do making arrangeinents
for the things we do lease behind, that I can
only send you a very short letter.
I do not know whether it is the excitement

of again getting something to do. or what, but
I am now as well as ever I was, and I only
hope that when the Lucknow affair is over
I may not pay too heavy a price for the
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exposure and excitement. I always wished to
be at the settling it ofil
Vile go at it under very different circum-

stances from Delhi, as we expect to have
20,000 men and no end of guns, whereas in
Delhi, although at the last we had nominally
10,000, so many were sick and wounded that
we could never muster 5000.
I went yesterday, after I came in, to see the

house where the women and children were
killed and the well into which they were
thrown. The former is all knocked down, as
it was in the way of the new fortifications, so
I only saw the ruins. The latter is filled up,
built over, and a neat little monument erected.
I also went to see Gen. \Vheeler’s entrench-
ment-—-it is no shelter whatever; I rode over
it on my old horse with ease, and could only
wonder how it was held so long. I, like every
one else, I believe, came away from these sights
with feelings of revenge I never felt before.
As I will most probably have no chance of

sending a letter for some time--not at least
until Lucknow is altogether ours—-I hope you
will not be uneasy. The same Providence that
guided me through the long, and tedious, and
dangerous siege, and bloody assault of Delhi,
where more than a third of our people were
knocked over, can still protect me through
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the comparatively easy affair we have now to
meet. And consider that a civilian, as I have
so long been, who goes through both, will be
a sort of curiosity afterwards.
I am now very ill-mounted, as this work is

murder to horseflesh, and I went out yesterday
to try to buy. The only thing I saw at all like
my weight was an Arab at the moderate price
of £200. Before this row I could easily have
bought him for £50. I could not make up
my mind to pay such a price, so I go on with
my old one, and will take my chance of_finding
one in Lucknow. _
By the bye, I see the Government have become

ashamed of themselves and are going to give us
the Delhi prize-money after all, but they have so
fearfully mismanaged it that my share will be
barely £200. I hope better from Lucknow.
Give my love to the girls and their children,

and best respects to John Mackenzie and
Bruce; and believe me, my dear Mother, your
ever affi .loHN.

LETTER XV
CAMP ni:I‘oiiE LUC xsou,

l3lli Fcliniary I858.

MY DEAR BRUCE,--I wrote to you from
Futtygurh and to my Mother from Cawnpore,
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and to-day I got your letter of the 24th
December enclosed in one of hers.
You send also a note of the troops that have

come out. VVe have already the immense
number of 4000 collected here, but we hope
before the time the weather sets in hot enough
to finish off all the fresh ones, to have 20,000
collected, and to be able to assault the place
with some hopes of fairly polishing it off, and
not, as was done at Delhi, fighting our way in
at one end with some 3000 effective men, and
allowing all the enemy to escape at the other
end.
The fact is, my dear fellow, that months have

been wasted--first, by sending the men out in
sailing-vessels instead of steamers; again, by
the want of arrangement in Calcutta for send-
ing them up the country; and last, but not
least, by the _/imlr that induced the big-wigs
in Calcutta to keep every man they could as
long as they possibly could for the protection
of their precious persons against nothing.
The consequence is, that although Sir Colin

got this length once before, and relieved the
garrison so far as to take away the women
and sick, and also to leave them some assistance
and provisions, he was unable either to keep
the road open in his rear, or to relieve 8 un-
fortunate Europeans in the city, 4 of whom
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were blown away from guns the day he left.
The enemy had closed on his rear in the
meantime, and on his return to Cawnpore he
found Gen. VVyndham well licked and shut
up in the entrenchment, and he, Sir Colin,
had to attack the enemy, and, having thrashed
them, follow them to Futtygurh and drive
them over the river.
VVhen there, he had not men for anything

effectual; he certainly put the fort in order,
and, after waiting there 3 weeks for ammuni-
tion from Agra and Delhi, most of which had
come down from the Punjaub, he is now on
his way here to besiege Lucknow, just as the
weather is getting fearfully hot, and, after all,
he will not have more than 20,000 men, of
whom 5000 or 6000 have coine down from the
Punjaub, to attack a large and strong town,
garrisoned by 30,000 regular troops, 600 guns,
and no end of well-armed blackguards. How-
ever, we mean to take it,-—we will, and that
before long. As for us, we are by this time
pretty Well climate-proof, but the new arrivals
will suffer terribly.
Sir Colin is, they say, in good spirits, but

thinks he is ill-used in their not sending troops
up from Calcutta. Sir John Lawrence has got
up a plan of getting them from Bombay to
Lahore, and then here, and, although the dis-
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tance is double, he expects to beat the Calcutta
people in speed. He only started it the other
day, so I cannot say how it will do.
I will write again as soon as we do anything.

--Love to Helen and the young ones, and
believe me, yours sincerely,

JOHN CHALMERS.

This reminds me of Delhi. guns going all day
and all night too, but the enemy's batteries are
at so prudent a distance that they hurt no one,
and we do not even reply.

LETTER XVI

(‘stir BEFORE LUCKNOW,
13tli I'"cln'uai:z/ 1858.

MY DEAR l\Io'I‘IIi=:n,--Youi' very welcome
letter of the 24th December, enclosing one from
Bruce, I have just received. As I only arrived
here yesterday, you were rather premature in
addressing to Lucknow, but to your doing so,
I suspect, I owe the receipt of the letters. What
put it into your head that I was here? for when
your letter was written I had not the least
idea myself that I had a chance of coming
down.
\Ve are encamped to the rear of Allumbagh
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(the Garden of Allum), and have sent out
working parties to-day to prepare materials for
the siege. We are in an open plain, and the
enemy have surrounded us with batteries from
which they keep up lots of noise, but they have
constructed them at so prudent a distance that
they do us little or no harm.
We have some 4000 men here in all, but, to

judge by what we saw on the road, we should
have 20,000 and lots of guns shortly. I only
hope they will let us into the place quickly, as
the weather begins to get hot, and if we wait
about outside we may expect half the men who
are fresh from England to die off They say
the place is very strong. I have not had a look
at it yet, as my old horse has had constant work
for some time and has got a sore back. I there-
fore give him a rest to-day, but to-morrow I
must go and have a look at the city walls from
as near a point as may be prudent.
I am glad you saw some notice of my name

in the papers. I had not done so myself. and
thought it hardly fair, as I honestly think I did
as much as my neighbours. Had Nicholson
lived I think he would have mentioned it. Our
men, I also think, got scarcely the notice they
deserved, but it is generally so with irregular
troops. Gen. Chamberlain said in his report to
Sir John Lawrence that their courage amounted,
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in his opinion, to utter recklessness of life, and
I was glad of that, as I have always been in
front of them wherever they have gone.
I know who Mrs. Dewis is: her husband was

a sergeant under Major Maxwell and made lots
of money, but I did not know, although I may
have met him. He would no doubt know my
name well.
I shall try to find out Graham Lockhart, but

as you do not mention his regiment I may
not succeed. You, or Bruce, mentioned some
Doctor he knew here, but I never keep letters
now, on the chance of their falling into other
hands, and I have lost the memorandum I made
of his name. I think he belonged to the 3rd
Bat. of Rifles.
I know there were some small rows in some

of the Boinhay regs., but they were kept very
quiet. I did not, however, hear that it had
gone the length of people running for their
lives.
Did you see Harley Maxwell? You mention

him in your letter. I met him some 2-} years
ago at a wedding, and breakfasted with him
next morning.
I hope yet to see you all again, but am not

at all'sanguine about it. I have indeed a lot
to tell—would a book pay ?—‘ Nine years’
residence in India, with twelve months in Cash-
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mere and the hills, and a turn at almost every-
thing going during the Rebellion of ’57 and ’58.’
I do not know whether they will give me a

permanent commission or not. I fear my health
will not suit it long, but will try. I am now
about as well off as I was before the row took
place, or rather better--that is to say, I may be
worth £500 or £600. If I could get it up to
£1500, I would be inclined to try some business
out here, such as a paper mill, a distillery, or
a farm, either of which would pay far better
than Government employment does for an
honest man here. \Vc will see if Lucknow
gives us any prize-money. l)elhi will be very
little. Indeed, it has been so fearfully mis-
managed, some Bombay people, who had only
half an hour’s fighting altogether, share for
Ensigns £905 each, whilst, as yet, for my 6
months I have not £200 or anything like it.-—
With love to all, I am, my dear Mother, your
affi son, Joniv CHAI.MI<IllS.

LETTER XVI l
Ciuc ivmn Luisvou,

22ml Feliruargy 1858.

MY DEAR BIiueE,--My Mothei-‘s letter of the
16th Jany., enclosing one from you, I received
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yesterday, being 1 month and 4 days, besides
having gone round by Agra. It is the quickest
I have ever had, and shows that the roads are
pretty open and safe.

VVhen I wrote to you a few days ago I think
I said that we hoped to go in at Lucknow with
20,000 men before the hot weather. Alas, I
was disappointed, as Sir Colin has had to return
to Cawnpore to keep the communications open
after almost reaching us, and now it is the
Delhi affair over again but rather worse.
Our position is about this. VVe, about 5000

strong of all arms, are sitting down in front of
a city defended by at the very least 100,000
men, armed and drilled, and most of whom are,
or were at some former time, Sepoys of our
own. This city we say we are attacking,
whereas the fact is that we are almost daily
attacked ourselves, and have to spend all the
time not taken up in the repulse of the attacks
in fortifying our position. VVc can do nothing
against the city, which is getting stronger every
day. Since Sir Colin relieved the Residency
and got every one out, it is known that the
enemy have dug a ditch 40 feet wide and 80
deep, round, at any rate, a considerable part of
the town. With the assistance of the Punjaub
and the Delhi force, Sir Colin can muster some-
where about 19,000 or 20,000 men of all ranks
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and colours, of which it seems 15,000 are barely
enough to keep open the communications in
our rear, leaving us about 5000 men under Gen.
Outram--and the hot weather fairly set in. I
dined with Gen. O. the day before yesterday.
He of course says little about it, but he seems
to feel the delay of troops as much as any
of us.
Yesterday (Sunday) we had a grand attack

upon our camp, and I was out all day with our
men. Of course the rebels were beaten back.
but their constant attacks are tiresome.
Now I know you must think me a croaker,

but my opinion is the same now as it was at
first, viz. that every day this afl'air is allowed to
go on makes it worse. W'hat 5000 men could
have done in May in Delhi with case, 10,000
hardly succeeded in. in September. and 20,000
could scarcely do now in Lucknow. and if the
row lasts much longer 50,000 will not do in 6
months’ time. In India a row is like a snow-
ball. In May the mutineers in Delhi were
6000 or 7000, in September something like
50,000, and now in Lucknow they are 100,000,
rendered cautious by defeat, and increasing in
numbers and strength every day. If Sir Colin
gets up here soon, and we are favoured with a
fortnight’s moderate Weather, I believe Luck-
now will be ours; but if not, I think we must
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sit here through the hot weather and rains as
in Delhi and lose at least half our men, and
possibly have to begin again to reconquer India.
I am very much obliged indeed for your

kindness and trouble about the pistols, etc.,
and will accept your rifle with many thanks,
and I have no doubt whatever but it will arrive
in good time to kill its pandies. The pistols
you propose are just what I intended, viz. the
Navy or Holster and the small size; the large
5 lb. ones are only used, I believe, in cavalry,
and one or two people who got them out by
mistake have fitted gun-stocks to them, when
they make a light and useful carbine. I did
not mention to you one thing about the saddle,
forgetting that what ex ery one in India knows,
may be new to people at home, viz. that a very
small burs-e at home would be a full or rather
large one here. I hope I shall get the things
safe and soon, and shall have much pleasure in
sending you a draft for the outlay.
You ask if I wish to continue in the army.

I do most assuredly as long as the row lasts,
and thereafter it must depend on what they can
give, or feel inclined to give me. At a crisis
like the present I consider it a man’s duty to
do what he can, and not think too much of his
reward, but after it is all over I must consider
first whether the state of my health will enable
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me to continue at military duty; 2nd, whether
the rank they will give me in the army will, at
my age, be worth having; and 3rd, whether I
could not, in the new state of things likely to
arise in India, provide for my family better
otherwise. I fear the answer to all these ques-
tions will be against the army, but I shall not
give it up without trying my best for a fair
position in it.
I am very glad indeed to hear that Helen

is better. I hope both you and she may be
blessed with health and every happiness, and
the children likewise, although my ever seeing
them is doubtful.
About the future, one thing seems clear to

me, viz. that this country was created to make
the fortune of a paper-maker if he could only
get the machinery. “That would a fair small
plant cost to make foolscap and newspaper
paper? The newest sort would be no object,
labour is so cheap. I think by the time the
war is over I might manage the money.--Love
to all, and believe me, my dear Bruce, yours
sincerely, Jomv (‘1m1.1u1:n.s.

I have not yet had an opportunity to send
the sword, matchlock, etc., but hope to have
soon.
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LETTER XVIII
CAMP BEFORE LULKNO“,
22nd February 1858.

MY DEAR MOTHER,---Your letter of the 16th
January, with one from Bruce, I received last
evening (Sunday), after coming in from a long
day’s fighting, or at least what is called so here.
As usual on Sunday mornings when there is no
parade, I was taking an extra sleep. About
7' the commanding oflicer came and told me
to turn out quickly as the enemy were advanc-
ing in force in the direction of our camp (the
Engineers’), which is more than a mile from
Gen. Outram’s, and in which the only fighting
men are our regiment and two companies of
Royal Sappers. Gen. Outram sent us 100
Punjaub (‘avalry and 2 light guns to assist us,
and out we went to meet them. They, I
should say. came our way some 50()0 strong-
the main body attacking Gen. Outram’s camp
at the same time. V\’e came within reach of
them with the guns about 2 miles from our
camp, had a shot or two, when they edged
away and tried to get round us, but we were
too quick and met them at every turn. '1‘is
sort of thing lasted until about 3 o’clock, when
they got tired of it and went. back to the city,
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but as another attack was expected we were
under arms all night. We had only 2 men
wounded, as, although at least 7 to 1, the enemy
would not come near, and as our business was
to protect our camp, we could not go out to
them. This is the 3rd or 4th time they have
annoyed us this way.
In writing to Bruce, who, I fear, thinks me

a sad croaker, I forgot to mention that there was
a Captain Campbell of the Engineers at Agra,
but that I never met him. He lived in the fort,
and as they would not let outsiders in on horse-
back, except on duty. and l, with some others,
struck work and refused to walk, I saw none of
the people there except old acquaintances. I
may, however, on my return, have an oppor-
tunity, when I shall certainly call.
I am very much obliged to Uncle and

Aunt Charles for the interest they take in me
—also David and the Mortons. Remember
me to all of them when you see or write to
them.
I wish they would let Harriet Anne go to

see you oftener. I have a pair of solid gold
bracelets worth, by weight of gold, about £30,
for her, and 3 cashmere shawls, said to be
worth at least £100 altogether. If l get an
opportunity I shall send them to you and write
to her to go for them. I have been trying to
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pick up some pearls, and thought I had a
splendid set, but found they were paste. I
have a very fine Damascus sword and a revolver
of native work and very old for Bruce, and
will try to get something of the sort for John
Mackenzie before I let Lucknow off. I orderefi
a set of photograph views of Agra for you and
the girls, but the man who does them is very
lazy and has not sent them yet. I hope he
will, however. I have always regretted that I
could not bring down my own instrument.
My Cashmere journal and drawings are, I
believe, at Goojeranwalla all safe. I wish I
had an opportunity of having kept one during
this war, but I could not easily have done so.
I am glad to hear from Bruce that Helen is

better. Give my love to her and Eliza.
I am glad you like Major l\Iaxwell. I only

met him twice or thrice, and he was very civil,
but I always rather avoided him.
A son of Doctor Duff's. who is a Doctor, was

at our mess lately, and told me a lot of Edin-
burgh news. He seems to know the Cowans
and Merchiston people.---I am, my dear Mother,
your affl son, J01-IN CHALMERS.
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LETTER XIX
(‘sue NEAR LUCKNOW,
28!]; February 1858.

I MY DEAR Bacon,--As Sunday is an Ad-
jutant’s comparatively idle day, and as the
mutineers seem inclined, for a wonder, to give
us a day’s rest, and as, moreover, I think from
various signs my experience in such matters
has led me to notice, that this may be the last
day I will have to myself before the assault
on Lucknow, I sit down to write you a few
lines.
Our force is still almost as small as it was

when I last wrote, but I hear Sir Colin is ex-
pected to-morrow with considerable re-inforce-
ments. The fascines and gabions we have been
making since we came here are now being
loaded ready on carts, and packed in proper
camel loads. Flying bridges ll3.\6 been con-
structed for crossing canals and ditches, and the
men have been practised in the use of them, and
to-day there is a grand consultation between
Gen. Napier, the chief Eng., Col. llarnass, the
Commander of Royal, and Captn. Taylor, the
Commander of Bengal Engineers, and this
morning I had instructions to take all the best
men off the common guards and put on per-
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manent guards of the old and sickly men, so
as to have all the rest ready for immediate
work.
My opinion is that to-morrow or next day

we will have to try an assault on the town,
in which, if we succeed, good and well. We
will lose probably many men and save a hot
weather siege, by which we mus! lose many
more.
If we fail in the assault, as we oug/at to do if

the numbers against 11S‘/I13‘/ll, we must, as in
Delhi, proceed by regular siege, which will last
a short or a long time, according to the distance
from the city at which we can get shelter
enough to commence. My own impression,
however, is that an assault will succeed.
As I have written to my Mother so lately, I

shall not again do so until something is settled,
as should she know that I was likely to be in
another assault within a few days, and any
delay should occur in the next letter, she would
perhaps be uneasy about it, so I think you may
as well not mention the receipt of this ; and my
only reason for writing it is that, should we
assault, as I expect we shall, and should any
footing be got (as at Delhi) in the city, I am
almost certain to be here, as I was there, obliged
to remain with my men to fortify the position
so taken, and it might chance here, as it did
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there, that by so remaining I might lose a post,
and consequently you may be an extra fortnight
without knowing for certain whether I am hit
or not. Now, should any such delay actually
occur, you knowing this, can explain it, and you
can also say that although I hope and expect to
be in the front of my men again as I was in
Delhi--(I am glad, by the bye, to hear from
my Mother that she saw my name as one of the
five who led the first column of assault into the
breach there, and which, not has ing myself seen
in the newspapers, I feared was forgotten, and
consequently I never mentioned in my letters)
——yet the men are now much better disciplined
than they were then, and will be much more
under control r. and as I always wear a beard and
dress exactly the same as them, I am no object
for a shot at a long distance, as many officers
are who wear different colours from their men.
Again, I have a sort of presentiment or con-
viction, or whatever you may call it, that I am
not to go under this time—-perhaps you may
mentally quote the proverb about those who
are born to be hanged with the variation of
shot for drowned, but at present we keep the
hanging pretty much for the other side.

Should anything happen to me, however, I
am sure, my dear Bruce, that you will do what
you can to console the old lady about it, and
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tell her it was by far the best thing that could
happen to the scamp of the family. Would it
also be asking too much of you to kick up a
row about my effects, pay, etc., in such a case,
as although the amount will be small, it will be
useful to my wife and daughter. and also the
pension to which they will be entitled, but out
of which our liberal Gov. will be sure to try to
chisel them on some pretence or other, if no
one kicks up a row about it.
I do not know what right I have to trouble

one, who is personally a stranger, about such
things, and I do not usually do so, but you
must blame your own friendly letters and my
Mother's constant praise of your kindness for
it, and if you object to such trouble, you must
so reform your habits as not to induce any one
to trespass for the future. Although this letter
would perhaps as well not be sent, or might
better not have been written, as it might leave
an impression on your mind that I have doubts
of the work before me,-—if so, I cannot blame
you, although you would be much mistaken.
I never thought of sending a letter before the
assault of Delhi, nor should I now, but for you
writing that my Mother had been uneasy then;
and as for doubt, every one knows that in such
a business the chances are rather against than
in favour of the few who lead the assault, but
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I gve you every assurance in my power that
now I have looked what used to seem like the
certain approach of death so often in the face
as to think nothing whatever of the chance of
it, or, if I think at all, it is as a pleasant
excitement.
Give 1ny'best love to Helen and Eliza and

their children for me, also to my Mother; and
believe me, my dear Bruce, your sincere friend
and brother, Joms CHALMERS.

As I am out of English stamps I must leave
you to pay this postage. Some of the friends
of oflicers here have been publishing their
letters, and there is a row and threats of
courts-martial. It is a shame for any one to
do so, as a man writes to his family what is
never intended for publication.

LETTER XX
CAMP Drasoosna, N1: AR Lu as-ow,

Tl/a Mam]: 1858.

MY DEAR B1tU(‘E,——A few days ago I wrote
to you from Camp Allumbagh (near Lucknow),
and said I thought we were likely to have an
assault soon, but I have been disappointed.
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We packed up our traps and, as I expected,
we started off, marched some 4 or 5 miles,
partly towards and partly round the city, and
then after a slight skirmish took this place and
sat down in it, and here it seems likely we are
to sit. I for one cannot see what Sir Colin
is up to, but I suppose he has some plan or
other of his own. All I can say is that he seems
to be wasting valuable time.
Yesterday Gen. Outram crossed the river

Goomtee with his division--5000 infty., 2000
cavy., and 30 guns, and had a fight with the
enemy, and I have no doubt the papers will
say he won a battle. All I can say from what
I saw and knbw is that with a force far superior
to any we ever had in Delhi, he attacked an
enclosure and did nof ta/re it, and that he had
a Major of the 2nd D. Gds. killed and did not
bring away his body. I cannot call this a
victory, although the papers. I suppose. may
try to do so. To-day Gen. O. again commenced
to advance. The enemy came out and met
him, and they had a fight. The enemy certainly
went back to the city, and Gen. O. as certainly
did not go forward. Neither do I call this
much of a victory. The honest truth is that
as yet we are overmatched, and the odds are
rather increasing against us than improving,
and must continue to do so with delay. We
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have now something like 30,000 men of sorts,
here and hereabouts, and I feel sure that
if Sir Colin would make up his mind, as they
did in Delhi at last, and as they should have
done months before—-to lose a good lot--he
will go in and take the place, but every day
he sits quietly here the enemy will increase
both in numbers and in the strength of their
position. Another thing is, that whilst the
enemy have the whole produce of the country
at their command, we have to draw all our
supplies from Delhi and Agra at great expense,
and with much labour and difliculty, and now
it costs me more to keep my one horse than
it did in the Punjaub to keep four. As I have
said before. I dare say you think me a eroaker,
but you hate not seen me often wrong since
the row broke out.
I think now as I always thought, that to the

mutineers we are culpably lenient. I/Vitness the
old king and his son, whom the natives say we
are afraid to hang, and whose trial has already
taken up weeks of valuable time. The evidence
that the king ordered the murders is clear, and
also that’ his son witnessed them. To say that
the one is too old a11d the other too young to
be responsible for their acts is simply ‘ rot.’ All
orders are written entirely in the king’s own
band, which would not be the case if he were
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only a tool of others, and his son is 18, and is
old enough to have already a family of his own,
although I believe not married.
Again, even here in an enemy’s country, when

every man’s hand is against us, who can find a
weapon, we are ordered to be careful not to
disgust the people by taking their grain and
cattle even at a fair value. If they choose to
sell to us (which, of course, they do not), good
and well, we may buy, but we must pay their
price; and if they do not choose to sell we must
go without.
I myself saw a scoundrel the other day bring

a claim against a regiment for £10,000 damages
done by their cattle to his crops during the
march, and I believe he would have got com-
pensation if I had not been called upon to
interpret and threatened to hang him if he did
not go off. I saw the damage myself. It
ce1'ta1nly was not £10, and the scoundrel had
the assurance to ask £10,000, although he and
all his village had been in arms against us until
we took possesslon of the d1strict, when, of
course, they had either to come in or leave
their homes and land vacant, and they knew
that they could safely do the former.
This is a beautiful place, and my tent is in

an orchard of mango-trees, which give a beauti-
ful shade. The river Goomtee, one of the
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nicest and clearest I have seen in India, runs
within 100 yards of it, and we bathe _morning
and evening. At first we used to take rifiemen
with us to keep back the enemy’s pickets on
the other bank, but since Gen. Outram has
crossed we are safe in that direction; the only
drawback is that the round-sl1ot from the city
sometimes comes in amongst our tents. I have
seen 4- or 5 do so in an hour, but as yet they
have hurt no one, so we do not trouble our-
selves much about them. A round-shot at a
long distance is a very harmless sort of thing,
as to make it reach, the gun has to be so much
elevated that the shot falls nearly straight down
and does not roll. A shell in the same circum-
stances would do a lot of harm, but the pandies
have very few of them here, and are saving of
them.
This place is a park of the king’s, with good

houses and gardens all about. It is called
Dilkoosha--or delight of the heart. We estab-
lished our mess in the house next us, which is
called Bibi-a-poora, or Gift of the Lady, but
Sir Colin, finding out that it was rather a nice
place, turned us out and took possession him-
self, so we are in tents, and find it hot.
Close to this and in the same park is another

garden, with summerhonse and statues and all
sorts of things. I intend to try to take two

59



LETTERS [7'r1-1 MAR.
of the marble tables back to the Punjaub for
a present to a friend of mine, a Lieut. Pollard,
who has the most handsome house I know in
those parts, and who is one of the most decent
fellows, and has a very kind and hospitable wife
and four of the prettiest and nicest children I
know.
W'ell, I have pretty well filled my paper with

nonsense of one sort or another, and after all
have said nothing, but having written that I
expected an assault I had to tell you I was
disappointed, and that I still am all sound, wind
and limb, except my liver, which is sometimes
troublesome.
I am glad to sec the stir that is making at

home against caste and in favour of missions
here. I always thought the Gov. policy of
discouraging Christians very wrong, but at the
same time I thought that for Gov. to con-
stantly declare to the Sepoys that we will not
allow your prejudices to be interfered with, and
for Gov. servants commanding regiments to
preach to their men was wrong, as it tended
to make the Sepoys think Gov. was trying to
do in an underhand way what it feared to do
openly. In my opinion the duty of a Christian
Gov. is to afford every protection to men of
every religion whatever, and to exclude no man
from employment because he has not been able
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to think as we do, but at the same time it is,
I think, their clear duty to give every fair play
to Christians, and where the applicants for
employment are otherwise on a par, I think
they should certainly select the man whose
faith gives the best security for his faithful-
ness.
Love to my Mother and Helen and the

youngsters; and believe me, my dear Bruce,
yours very sincerely, Jonn (‘na1.1nEns.

LETTER xxl
(Jame serous: Lucknow,

Tl‘/1 M'm'('/z 1858.

Mr nnaaMo'rr-11:11:,-I havejust written Bruce
all the news that I can give, but to stick it all
into the paper I cramped up my writing so that
I hardly think he will manage to read it. As
no doubt he will show you the letter, I do not
know that anything remains to be said, only I
thought you would probably like to have a
letter to yourself.
By the bye, there is one thing that I forgot

to mention to him, viz. that our regiment is
now a regiment of the line and is the 24th
Punjaub Infantry. I am rather proud of this,
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as when they were first enlisted it was so much
doubted whether it would be possible to dis-
cipline them, that they made them pioneers and
not a line regiment, and I take some credit to
myself for showing the contrary to be the case.
So well are the authorities pleased with them

that they have raised another regiment of the
same sort of men.
I am now Adjutant of the 24th Reg. Punjaub

Infantry, but I have heard a sort of a whisper
that after Lucknow I will. if I continue to be
anything, be Lieut. and 2nd in Command, but
I am far from sanguine, as I shall never ask for
anything, and I have always seen Sir John
Lawrence very slow in advancing any one who
will not ask loud enough. Indeed, I should
not myself be at all surprised if, after the whole
thing was over. they found out that it was
irregular for me to be adjutant and got rid of
me. But if they do, I will let them hear about
it, I know.
I hope Ilelen is quite well by this time. I

am myself much better than I could expect. I
always am when I have work and excitement.
It is afterwards that it tells on me.
This is a beautiful place. ‘I do not wonder

at the king wishing to keep it, but he would
have done so much better by not kicking up a
row, as his people must be beaten in the end,
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although at present we do not seem to have
much to boast of.
Love to Helen and the children, and to John

and Eliza when you write; and believe me, my
dear Mother, your aif. son,

Jonn Cnamrans.

LETTER XXII

Csur Lur know,
Ill]: March 1858.

MY DEAR BnucF.,-The day before yesterday,
after a heavy day’s pounding with the guns, a
party was paraded to storm the school-house
called Le Martinere, about half a mile from
the city. As only two companies of our men
went, I was not allowed to go with them, but
saw the advance from a very short distance
indeed.
The force consisted of part of the 42nd, part

of the 92nd (Highlanders), the 4th Punjaub
Infantry, and two companies ofour men, with a
reserve of lI.l\I. 53rd and another regiment.
They carried Le Martinére almost without
opposition, and Major Wyld of the 4th Punj.
and our two companies were ordered to occupy
a village half-way between it and the city, but
on no account to advance further that night.
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He went on with his men, our two companies
and two companies of the 42nd High. who ran
away from their regiment after him, and we
saw or heard no more of him except his fire
(as it was getting dark) until about 8 o’clock,
when he sent up to say that he had entered
and was holding a part of the city and wanted
assistance.
The fact was that when the enemy retired

from the village, two companies of his men, our
two companies and the two companies of High-
landers, would not be kept back but followed
them in.
Altogether it was a very quiet thing and done

with little loss. Since then we are advancing
slowly and expect to have all the city in 3 or 4
days. VVe have all our heavy guns in the part
we have taken, and are knocking the rest of it
about finely.
I was there all day yesterday, but have not

been inside to-day. I had my usual luck myself
whilst inside the city yesterday, but had a
European sergeant, a native officer and 8
Sepoys hit--none killed.
As you may suppose, I am rather put out at

not having been with the assault as I expected,
but the whole thing was done by one of those
lucky accidents that sometimes do happen.
Had the enemy got in first and kept us out, it
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would have taken many days to destroy their
fortifications; although only earthwork, they
were’ the strongest I have ever seen.-—Love to
Mother and Helen, and believe me, yours
sincerely, Jonn CHALMERS.

LETTER XXIII
(‘amp nrronn Lucknow,

12!}: lllarrk I858.

Mr DEAR Bnucn.-—I wrote you a few lines
the day before yesterday mentioning that we
had got a footing in the city and were steadily
getting forward. Yesterday I went over to
Gen. ()utram's camp, who is attacking it from
another side, and with whom are two of our
companies. He had a goodish fight and took
possession of one of the bridges across which
the mutineers get their supplies, and got his
guns to command the other. Ile also burned
all the straggling houses outside the city on that
side, and from which the enemy annoyed our
troops. He killed some 500, losing 30 or 40 of
his own men.
Yesterday Jung Bahadory came in with

10,000 Ghoorka troops. They are a rum look-
ing little lot, few of them over 5 ft. 2, but are
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said to fight well, although their officers are
very bad. They will be of use in preventing
the escape of mutineers, but I fear not much
else.
On my return here from Gen. Outram’s

camp, I found that we had advanced consider-
ably from this side; indeed, got well into the
middle of the city, but we had lost a good
many. Captn. Hodson of the irregular cavalry,
the best cavalry ofiicer in this, or indeed, I
think, any other service, is very dangerously—-
it is feared mortally--wounded, and what made it
worse, he had no business there, as he only went
to look on. Major Taylor of the Engineers,
whom I first knew as a young lieut. and who
has been one of my best friends since, is also
wounded, and although not seriously, he has to
lie up and is a great loss. As in reality he was
the man who planned the taking of Delhi, so
he has done everything here and pushed on in
the face of the opposition of some very slow
coaches we have. The immediate consequence
of his wound was the giving up of a quarter of a
mile of street we l1ad got, as the Brigadier is said
not to have felt himself justified in holding it at
the risk of so much loss, without specific orders.
Consequently we have to retake it at possibly
a heavier loss than at first. I said in my last
that Pandy did not fight so well here as in
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Delhi, and I was so far correct that he would
not face us outside and let us get in very softly,
but he is standing his ground well now and
doing us a lot of harm, far more than he did
there after the first day’s assault. In fact, but
for our six heavy ship guns the sailors brought
up (68 pounders). I do not know what we should
do, but. of course. they soon shut up the Pandy
18 and 19 pounders. '
The sailors are a queer set. Yesterday a lot

of Pandies, who were in a house, would not be
turned out, and were doing a lot of harm by
firing from the windows, which were built up
with the exception of loop-holes. Three or tour
sailors objected to this, and took a rather strange
way of turning them out. They got up on the
roof, made a hole, lit the fuzes of 3 or 4 8-inch
shells they carried with them, dropped the
shells into the room, and then looked down the
hole they had made to see the effect. It was a
uouder they escaped themselves, but they have
extraordinary luck, and the result of their dodge
seemed satisfactory, as the fire from that house
was shut up for the day.
It is hard to say when we may have the

whole place--not, I think, under a week, if
they continue to dispute every foot this way,
but they may try to bolt at any moment,
although I think they can only escape by some
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gross mismanagement. We—-I mean my regi-
ment——have had 1 sergeant and 1 corporal
wounded; 2 native officers wounded, and 2
Sepoys killed and 8 wounded.
Yesterday, when over at Gem Outram’s

camp, I went to see the Badshaie Bagh, or
Royal Garden. It is, I believe, mentioned in
the Arabian Niglits as one of the wonders of
India, and although I visited it under rather
disadvantageous cireumstanees, viz. a pretty
steady shower of every sort of missile, from
musket-bullets to 24 lb. shot, I had time to
admire it very much.
From what I have seen Oude is by far the

best province. and Lucknow by far the finest
city, in India.
Our men are bringing out mirrors and pic-

tures from the Begum’s (Queen’s) Palace that
would astonish you, and I have just seen a bed-
quilt of gold brocade that must be of great
value. One Seikh has a pearl necklace valued
£4000. He ofliered it for sale for £300. I wish
I had seen it, but a native banker is the lucky
purchaser.
We, of course, cannot plunder, but I hope to

pick up a few curiosities by purchase, after
everything is quiet, and I must have a horse at
any price, as the old animal that carried me
here is about done up.
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With best love to Mother and Helen, believe

me, my dear Bruce, yours sincerely,
Jonn CHALMERS.

It is hardly fair to inflict letters on you when
I have no overland stamps, but I think news
from Lucknow direct must be of intere§t' at
present to every one—-far more so than fi'om
Delhi, as then the mutiny was on a compara-
tively small scale.

LETTER XXIV

Lucknow, 20¢/z Merck 1858.

MY DEAR BnucE,-—-Last night we fired the
last shot at Lucknow, which is now entirely in
our hands, and I have just returned from a long
ride through the city. Days ago we had the
palaces and all the entrenchments, but the
Commander-in-Chief is rather a slow old gentle-
man, and objects to take any place until it is
taken for him by some straggling party walking
into it by mistake or something of that sort.
The rebel army have walked off with a loss

of 3000 men killed and most of their guns
taken from them, but they have not gone in a
body, and I think are not likely to get together
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in any great force again. They must feel that
they are completely beaten on ground of their
own choosing, but we Punjaubees are very
much disgusted at their getting away at all,
and feel that with the force we had here during
the last few days (30,000 or 35,000) they should
have been, to use an Americanism, completely
chawed up.
I have a short journal of the affair I intend

to send you to-morrow or next day, but I am
now very busy.
We hope to get back to the Punjaub at once,

but our men have such lots of plunder, I do
not know how we are to go.
I have a few good pearls and a shawl or two

myself, and would have made a fortune if I
could only have got a little leisure.
I did not know there was such a city in

India. I have seen nothing to equal the Kaiser
Bagh Palace anywhere.
Love to Mother. Tell her I am still unhurt

and will write to her in a day or two, and that
I think the row is now over as far as troops
are concerned, although there will be lots of
work for police. Love to Helen and the
children, and believe me, my dear Bruce, yours
sincerely, Jor-1n CHALMERS.
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LETTER xxv
Cxnc Lucknow,

25th Mm-cl: 1858.

MY DEAR Bnucn,---Two or three days ago I
wrote to you that we had taken Lucknow, and
promised a copy of my journal as soon as I
could get time to write it out, but that time
has not come yet, as we are employed all day
and every day in destroying fortifications and
in hunting up parties of Pandies, and we come
back too tired to write much.
I will, however, give you a short abstract,

and you can see plenty of maps of Lucknow
nowadays--at least I see the Illustrated News
has one which will show you our position.
On the 2nd of March at 1.30 A.M. we left the

camp we had occupied for some time between
Allumbagh and the fort of Jellalabad, and
marched to the Dilkoosha Park which the Com-
mander-in-(‘hief had taken on the previous day
with small loss. \Ve arrived there at about 1 1,
having to halt some hours on the way for orders.
We were then encamped between the house
called Bibi-a-poora and the river, in a mango
orchard which was, however. rather exposed to
the enemies’ round-shot from a battery at the

71



LETTERS [25'rn MAR.
corner of the La Martiniere House next the
river.
That evening I went with 30 men to find a

ford in the river, and whilst there I was attacked
by some of the enemies’ skirmishers, but having
6 Lancaster rifles with us, we soon shut them
up, although they had one Minie amongst them.
A corporal of Royal Sappers knocked over the
owner of it, and another took it up. He too
went down, and a third also, so they seemed to
think it an unsafe article to hold, and went off
and left us.
The following two days were occupied in

making two bridges of empty casks, which we
succeeded in without loss, although under fire,
and passed across Gen. Outram with 4000 men
to occupy a position opposite the stone and
iron bridges, and cut off supplies from that
direction.
Up to the 9th we were engaged in preparing

materials and putting up batteries to quiet
those the enemy had in the Martiniere, and on
the afternoon of that day the attack was
ordered. I saw besides artillery, the 42nd
and 93rd Highlanders, the 53rd Queen’s and
the 4th Punj. lnfty. and 200 of our men.
There were also some other regiments, the
numbers of which I did not notice. I could
not get leave to go myself, but was allowed to
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go part of the distance, viz. to the Dilkoosha
House, whence I had a splendid view of the
whole affair, and I never saw anything finer
than the whole operation. The enemy retreated,
but in fair order, and leaving some of their guns
behind them. Between the La Martiniere and
the city to the right is a village, in which was
a pretty strong Pandy force. and Major Wyld
of the 4th Pun. Inf., with his regiment and 100
of our men, was ordered to clear it. Some 200
Highlanders got off with him, as by this time it
was dark, and the next thing that we heard of
him was that he was in the city, having followed
up and got in with the enemy. The Commander-
in-Chief was in a rage at Major W. not obeying
orders, but it was too fortunate an affair to say
much about, as he had, without loss, got a
position inside the first row of fortifications
which it would have cost much to take in a
regular way.
From this beginning we got steadily on until

we got Major Banks’s house, and from it went
on from house to house and from garden to
garden until we got the Beg-um’s house, where
522 of the enemy were killed, and we lost
Major Hodson of the Punj. C‘ av. killed, and
my friend Major Taylor of the Eng-s. wounded.
On the 11th we marched to the La Martiniere

to have our camp nearer the city, and on the
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12th took the Secundra Bagh and the house
beyond the Begum’s, and got round the end
of the second line of fortifications which merely
rested on some strong houses, as the Pandies
seemed to think we would advance through the
open streets and not through the houses as we
did. On the 14th we marched close to the
city, next to Major Banks’s house where our
camp now stands. and on the same day, in
taking some houses next to the third and last
line of entrenchments, a few Seikhs of Major
Brazier’s regiment again got inside with the
enemy and held their ground, and virtually the
city was at our command, as they were sup-
ported at once, the enemy driven out with
considerable slaughter and a loss of upwards
of 50 guns. I never saw anything so strong
as the earthwork entrenchments, and it is
shameful to think how ill so fine a force of
Sepoys defended them---at least we think so
after Delhi, but some of the Sebastopol people
think otherwise and say they never saw heavier
fire.
Since that day it has been a steady advance

until the date of my last, at which time we had
the whole city; but a beast of a Molvie or
Mussulman preacher came back with a lot of
natives and had a fight on the 22nd, when we
lost Capt. “Tale of the Punj. Horse killed;
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Major lVyld, 4th Punj. Infty., severely wounded,
and his second in command killed. Major
Brazier, Pun. Inf., and his second in command
and adjutant, wounded; and Ensign Knowles,
of our regiment, wounded. Our Seikhs, that is
the 4th and Brazier’s and ours, were at first
beaten back but rallied and licked the Molvie,
taking his 3 guns and a lot of horses, of which
I have bought 3 very good ones for £25--rather
a bargain as horses have been going lately. when
you could not get anything fit to ride under
£100 each. The day before yesterday some of
the enemy gathered at a place some 10 miles
off, and a fiorce was sent oflf‘, when they ran at
such a rate that they did not wait for a shot
and left 15 guns behind them, but I, for one,
think it unfortunate that so many of them have
gone off’ at all, as I fear it has let us into
another hot weather campaign--which I should
not like.
Our men have lots of plunder, and some that

I brought from the Punjaub nine months ago,
without a second shirt, are worth hundreds of
pounds, I believe. Sir Colin says they are the
greatest blackguards in the army, but we can
stand the accusation, as our list of killed and
wounded bears witness that they fought well
for it.
I have myself picked up a fcw things by
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purchase from the men, but could not, of
course, plunder anything, and if I can get
leave home I have some pretty things in the
way of valuable arms and a few cashmere
shawls, pearls, etc. etc., but the value is not
much altogether in that way after all. I have,
however, a book that contains the life of the
king, in poetry, and has about 100 of the finest
native paintings in it I ever saw. I was ofi'ered
£30 for it yesterday but refused. I had also
a book with the photographs of the king and
all the family. I gave £10 for it, but Mr.
Russell. the Times correspondent, persuaded
me to give it up to him.
I hope to get an opportunity to send some

things home soon.
Give my love to Mother, Helen, and the

bairns; and believe me, my dear Bruce, yours
sincerely, JOIIN CHALMERS.

LETTER XXVI

Cmr vwrl-I "
Gmsumu. Wa1.PoLu’s Cownn,

mzaa LUI 1-mow, 411; April 1858.

MY DEAR l\Io'rHE1:.,--Your letter of the 8th
Feby. I received two or three days ago, and am
very glad to hear that Harriet Anne is to pay
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you a visit. I wrote a pretty strong letter on
the subject the other day, but it could not be
received yet, and I am very glad indeed that the
visit should be rather the result of a proper
feeling on Sibyl’s part than an order on mine.
I am very much obliged indeed by Bruce’s

attention to my wants in the pistol and saddle
line. I shall have much pleasure in sending
him a draft for the amount as soon as I know
what it is, but you do not mention to whom
he has sent the pistols in Bombay, and they
will not be forwarded to me, I fear, until I
have sent money for their carriage.
Our regiment has been divided into two

wings for the present. Half of it is to stay
here for the summer in garrison, and the other
half---Headquarters wing--with which I go, is
attached to Gen. VValpole°s column, and will
have to march about the country to keep it
quiet, or perhaps may move to Bareilly to
take the city. It is now fearfully hot in tents,
and although, as usual, when I have lots to
do, I am in excellent health, I really dread
another summer under canvas for its probable
effects on my constitution, which is rather the
worse for wear as it is.
Many thanks for the offers of my friends

in my favour. I only wish I knew what
they could do, but do not clearly see how they
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can do anything. I know a statement of my
services has gone home with a pretty strong
recommendation, but I expect the Gov. will
think they do enough if they confirm my
Ensigncy and Adjutancy. If so, I shall most
certainly not remain with them, as to be an
ensign of my age at the close of a war,
would hold out no prospect of advancement
whatever.
If they confirm my ensigncy and adjutaney

from the time I was appointed, and as a reward
for service promote me to Lieut. and second in
command, I shall hold on, as in that case I
might eventually hope to retire as a Captain,
which the other way would hardly be within
the range of possibility.
In other respects this affair has done me a

great deal of good. I have drawn good pay
and allowances, and, in spite of the high prices
we have had to pay for everything, have saved
money, and I think, nay, I am almost sure, that
when I return to the Punjaub I shall be worth
£2000 to £2500 at the least. and that is, in this
country, an ample capital to commence more
than one sort of business on. My hobby has
always been, ever since 1 came to the country,
a tea-plantation, and with that capital and
moderate industry I think I should do well.
I am now well _mounted for the first time
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since I left the Punjaub, having picked up
some good horses here at moderate prices.
With love to Helen and the children, and

respects to Bruce, I am, my dear Mother,
your git‘. son, JOHN.

LETTER XXVII
l'mLInE1=.'l‘, ‘TH: bcpf. 1858.

Mv orasa B1u'cr:,—-Your letter and my
l\Iother’s of the 2-Lth July I received here
on the 1st. I wrote to my Mother yesterday,
and I now write to you that they may go to
Bombay by different posts in hopes that one,
if not both, may reach safely, as the mails
are still sometimes cut off, although not so
often as they were 4 or 5 months ago.

I am particularly anxious about these reach-
ing, as I see I am put down in the newspapers
by some fool, who would have been better
minding his own business, as wounded, and
as that may find its way by telegraph, my
Mother may be anxious. I for that very reason
kept my name out of the oflicial returns, as it
was a mere scratch of a sword, that I did not
require even to have dressed; thanks to the
Colts revolver--the largest-I settled my friend
before he became too troublesome. I have not
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heard of the saddle yet, but no doubt it will
come safe, and it was I who was behind the age,
not you that were wrong in the kind. I find
that from your description it is strictly correct
according to what the mounted oflieers-.-of all
the regiments_fi'es/afrom home use. I have now
two first-rate chargers, but one, a sweet, pretty
Arab, is not my own, but as good as mine, as
his master can’t ride him and uses a steady
old horse I used to ride, and gives him. to
me. He won’t sell him, though. He refused
£160. The other, a powerful and splendid bay,
I plundered at Lucknow. What you say about
old acquaintances is true according to English
notions, but not here, else how is it that I can’t
get any permanent employment, even an en-
signcy? Everything is local, temporary, and
officiating, and must remain so until things
change. I think Maxwell could scarcely fairly
task me with not being on easier terms with
him. As far as I recollect, we met at a wedding
of a daughter of ‘a friend of his to a friend of
mine. He asked me and the person with whom
I was on a visit to breakfast next morning. I
went, and I don’t recollect meeting him since, as
I lived some 30 miles away, and went on sick-
leave soon after.
I send you a sketch of two fights we have

had, viz. on the 29th and 30th of August,
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and will try to describe them to you, but I
do_ not know anything more difficult than to
convey a decent idea of a fight to one who
has not seen the ground himself. I also send
the extract from the papers--it is a shame
for fellows to send such stuff: only 2 oflicers
were wounded out of 7. at least worth mention-
ing, and the major, Larkins, was um‘ flzcrc at all.
Brigadier Coke of the lst Punj. Infty., one of
the best soldiers in India, says it was the best
thing of the whole war, and the dcspatch says,
‘The advance of the skirmishcrs of the 2-lth
P. 1., led by Ensign C‘halmers, was the admira-
tion of all concerned.’ I can assure you I have
had lots of congratulations. It is the first time,
so far as I know, that a camp, defended by guns
in position, has been carried and the guns taken
by a force half the strength without guns--~
neither had we any Europeans. Enough of this,
so here goes for description.
About three weeks ago a rebel force estab-

lished themselves on the hill shown at the bottom
of the sketch, called Sirpoorca. They were
about 700 infantry.. 300 cavy., and had -1 guns,
2 brass 9-pounders, one 4-pounder, and a small
iron one. In front they had the lake and
morass shown, and in their rear they had a
dense forest to retreat to. It reaches for some
20 miles to the foot of the hills.
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Their camp was on a sort of double hill with

two small clumps of trees, and was very well
selected. They began to plunder the country,
murder the police, and, in short, play old Harry
with everything and everybody.
W'c did not, of course, like the idea of such

a nest of rascals within 1-1. miles of us, and
petitioned the great and gallant General Walpole
to let us go at them. but he refused; said they
could not be licked without guns and Euro-
peans, that he had ncither to spare. and, in
short, that he would put the first man that
suggested such a thing under arrest.
\Vell. we changed our ground and got Mr.

Lowe the magistrate to request that a party
might accompany him as far as

[A sheet of this letter Is here missing, which no doubt
describes the first il.u_\"s lightmg. The nest sheet pro-
ceeds as follows.

W'e returned as quick as we could and re-
coinmeneed work. finishing the entrenchment
before night.
In the afternoon Major Sam Browne, 2nd

Punj. Cav.. joined us with 130 sabres more
of his regiment. 170 of the 17th P. I., and 100
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Ghoorkas of the new Kemaon levy, all mere
boys. None of the 270 infantry had ever been
under fire.
About half-past 10, having done my work. I

got to bed, such as it was, in my wet clothes
(having brought no change), and about 12
Sam Browne came to my bedside and told me
that. having got guides. he intended to attack
the camp in the rear about daylight, and for
that purpose would march at 2 A.'M.; that
he had heard such an account of the conduct
of my men on the previous day from both
Craigie, his second in command, and Lowe the
magistrate, that he intended to divide them--
50 for the advance and 50 more tor the sup-
ports, and to keep the other infantry in reserve.
I, of course. thanked him, and set about my

arrangements. As my men had been very tired
Idid not call them as long as I could help it,
but we got away in good time and marched
round by the dotted line. W'hen we got out oi
the wood in rear of the camp and drew up as
shown, we found that the enemy were aware
of our coming and were drawn up to meet us.
They had 4- guns, 300 cavalry, and 700 infantry,
according to the accounts of both spies and
prisoners. ‘We were 800 yards from them and
not a bush lay between to shelter us from their
shot.
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First came my 50 men in skirmishing order,

then 50 yards behind them 50 more of the
same as supports; 150 yards behind the sup-
ports came the reserve, and we had a troop
of cavalry on each flank and a squadron in
rear to be ready to pursue the enemy if
beaten. W'e got round-shot from the guns
as we fell in. and I told my men not to lose
time firing their muskets, but to push on and
take the guns at once. Sam Browne asked
me if I was ready. ‘ Yes.’ ‘ Then give your own
orders. and don't hurry your men.’ ‘ Shoulder
arms! Slope arms 1' (that is to carry them sloped
over the shoulder. the bayonettes having
been previously fixed and the pieces loaded)
‘Quick march!" and off we went at a steady
pace, 3 miles an hour, and dressed in line as if
on parade, in the face of all the shot, grape, and
musketry they could give us, without answering
a shot. This coolness seemed regularly to con-
fuse them. and they fired badly. VVhen at
30 yards I said " Double I’ (to run), and shouted,
and in 20 seconds the guns had changed hands,
the gunners were dead or dying, and lots of
the infantry the same. but the cavalry were off
-off and away towards the wood. Our cavalry
to the right SIlfI:6I‘6d severely from a 4-pound
gun at E, which, as they advanced, was moved to
F, where, with the little iron one, it was taken.
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We took 4 guns, 3 elephants, 4.-0 or 50

bullocks, as many horses, and killed at least
300 of the enemy, losing on our part 2 killed
and 30 wounded. Poor Browne lost

[The remainder of this letter is also unfortunately
missing]

LETTER XXVIII

[The following letter from Colonel J olm Clarke refers
to the same subject as the previous lettcr.]

JrmnPinNrour:, Nov. 29 [I858].

MY nnan CHAL1\IF.ItS,—--I hope you have re-
covered from the wound in the foot. and that
your health is generally _fizir, for sound I never
can think it will be till you sniff’ the briny. I
am going home sick. I have been very ill, but
am now convalescent.
I cannot leave the country without eon-

gratulating your p. p. comrades on what I
must think one of the most brilliant feats of
arms, if not the most so, that has distinguished
the Army. It has not been half appreciated
(so far as I can see), and for that your General
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and Brig. are responsible. It was not to be
supposed that you wounded men could write
despatches beyond necessity.
Directly I saw the account (and I saw only a

good private one) I wrote to Sir John Lawrence
urging your claims to an Unattached Company
in H.M.’s service on him, but he took no notice
of it. 1 am going off as soon as Wm. Forbes
arrives to relieve me. My dear Chalmers, I
wish you luck. Keep your temper. my boy;
excuse a pafcr, and I still hope to see you
where you ought to be. I wish I had you as
a Civil Asst. I don't know if I shall be able
to return to India. but I earnestly hope so,
for a year or two s work I hope I may have
in me.--Yours very truly, J. CIARKE.

If you have occasion to write to me, you
must address any time before end of Decr.,
care of Col. H. I’. Barm, in Calcutta.

LETTER XXIX

Sntusn man, mesa Arrocs,
121% Jelly 1850.

MY DEAR l\Io'rn1:n,--Your letter of the 16th
May I received here about a week ago, and I
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was very glad to hear that you all get on
well.
I wrote you some time ago that I had sent

you some 15 or 16 wool and silk scarves, and
requesting you to distribute them. They
reached Elliot safely nearly a month ago, and
are now no doubt on the sea. Mrs. Pollard
and her little consignment must have reached
England ere this. Pollard dined and stopped
the night with me last week.
I think I mentioned. when in Umritsar, that

on an Easter Tuesday morning I had gone to
the baptism of some 6 or 7 native converts. It
took place in a small chapel attached to the
Church Mission Orphan School, and besides my-
self, the Judge, his deputy and his assistant, and
two or three other influential people attended.
Now, as Indian newspapers always interfere
with what does not concern them, all our
names were published in the next Iiu/mrc
C'br0'nieZe. Lord Canning saw it, and immedi-
ately wrote to Sir R. Montgomerie, the I .ieut.-
Governor, to know under what circumstances
Government Ofiicers could have done such a
thing, and to call upon us for explanation. Sir
R. Montgomerie never did so, but I suppose
wrote his own sentiments, which shut up the
matter for the time.
The other day, however, Lord Canning found

87



LETTERS [I2'rn JULY
out that I was in the habit of reading the
Church service in Hindoostanee on Sundays,
and that 12 men, 3 women, and 4 children
had been baptized, and acted as good and
consistent Christians; also that many more
attended service and were anxious for bap-
tism; also that I had a school in which
35 men were learning to read and write, and
that some of them could read the Scripture
fluently.
These men, as I have before written to you,

were once all thieves and robbers, and most
people would have thought the person who
had not only made soldiers of them--and such
soldiers as you have seen by my letters they
have proved -but also civilised and taught
them. deserved some credit. Not so Lord C.
He sent a circular to all Punjaub regiments,
stating that a strong tendency to embrace the
(‘hristian religion had manifested itself in the
24~th 1’. 1.. and prohibiting all commissioned
oflicers from interfering in this way. I never
mentioned this to any one, so I don’t know where
the La/mrc (Vzrrmiclc got the facts, but it gives
a very fair statement of all that I did in the
matter, so of that I can't complain, but as Lord
Canning will be sure to see the article it will
ruin my prospects, I fear. Of one thing, how-
ever, I am proud. viz. that if I have to leave,
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I will leave him the very best regiment in the
service.
You once asked why my men did not petition

for me to command. That would be contrary
to all rule, and a man who ma/ms’ people work
and do their duty, although liked and respected,
is not likely to be petitioned for.
Well, when we saw the article in the paper

and the order, both Major Hovenden and
myself sent in a resignation of our appoint-
ments, but Sir Robert Montgomerie refused
them, saying that we must wait to see what
Lord C. will do next. and that he can’t go
against the Queen’s proclamation.
I hope to start to Cashmere this day month,

and to send Bruce some horns and skins. By
the bye, Lieut. Stevenson of our corps is in
Cashmere now, and has caught the man who
robbed me, but has not found the property,
although he hopes to do so.--Love to all, and
believe me, my dear Mother, your aft‘. son,

Joan C|1a1.M|~":ns.

\Vith the jail business I had nothing to do,
but I hear that some of the best magistrates
applied for permission.
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LETTER XXX
Snunsn-nsmn, nnan A'r'rocK,

12!}: Aug. 1859.

Mr DEAR Mo’rHER.,—-Your letter of the lst
July I received yesterday, enclosing one from
Helen. I suppose Bruce is off grouse-shooting
somewhere to-day, 12th Aug. I have not yet
got my leave for Cashmere, owing, I believe,
to a ‘something very like mutiny-—I hardly
know what to call it now--in the 7th Royal
Welsh Fuzileers in Jhelum. Really these are
strange times. First, Lord Canning let off
one native regiment who mutinied. This was
followed by a mutiny of the whole native
army, who were licked in .s*pifc’ of him and his
orders, but forgiven by him as soon as beaten.
The Company’s European troops then mutinied,
and were not only let off, but are to be fur-
nished by Lord C. with a free passage to
England. Now the Queen's regiments, find-
ing the process so pleasant and safe, seem to
be following suit, and if Lord C. is not removed
soon we shan’t have a soldier of any sort in
India in 12 months, in my opinion. You,
Helen, and Eliza seem to take some little
interest in my men, so I send you two ex-
tracts from newspapers, and one from a letter
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about it, and will tell you the whole affair from
the beginning.
When the mutiny commenced there was in

the Punj aub a race called Muzbee Seikhs, who
held no land or respectable employment, who
were held so low that they were not allowed
to draw water from a well for fear of defiling
it, or to wear white or clean clothes for fear of
being mistaken for respectable people. If they
left their village even for a few hours. they had
to leave their names both at the police oflice
of the place they left and that to which they
went.
The natural result was that they lived by

theft, murder. and highway robbery in a general
way, and were considered at the outbreak of the
mutiny as a highly dangerous class. Mr. (now
Sir R.) lllontgomerie thought, as they were a
strong, bold race, that it would be a good plan
to make soldiers of them, and so take them
away from the Punjaub and keep them always
under the power of a large army. Sir John
Lawrence thought the experiment dangerous,
but eventually agreed. Never setting a very
high value on my life, I volunteered to be their
Adjutant, and fortunately, having a command-
ing officer who was always sick and left me a
great deal to myself, I had a fair chance to
follow my own way. I have made them a
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regiment How they have fought you have seen,
both in orders and letters of superior oflicers,
but this was not enough for me. I aimed to
raise them socially and physically, and had very
uphill work from their dirty habits. I formerly
had sometimes 90 men in hospital. Now I
have 34 men who attend school regularly-—
scarcely ever a punishment of any kind; but
when a man does offend, he does catch it, no
matter who be is. They are splendidly drilled.
Their barracks, houses, and lines (streets of
houses) are notoriously the neatest and cleanest
in India: their clothes. when off duty, the
most snowy white possible. They bathe
regularly, are respectful and intelligent in
manner. I have seen in the hot season only
5 men in hospital. and. in fact. I consider that
these thieves and robbers are reclaimed; but,
mgfbrlunatcly. as the Della’ Ga:::cflc says, ‘ m the
operation some few of them got some little
knowledge of the Christian religion.’ I. instead
of retarding the movement, gave them en-
couragement and the little poor instruction it
was in my power to give, and the result was,
in three or four months a little church of 24
baptised Christians-~16 men, 3 women, and 5
children--and about 70 or 80 other men who
attended regularly but had not been baptized.
“Then Capt. Hovenden joined he reported the
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case, as you will see in the Delhi Gazette, but
then there were not so many. I thought I had
done what was right. I had done my best to
improve and civilise my men, and publicly I am
in the Government letter acquitted, but I get a
private letter explanatory of the public one. of
which I enclose an extract, and in which I am
forbidden to attend the baptism of any more
men, or even to attend a service in the native
language -- after having regularly read the
morning and evening prayers and lessons for 3
or 4! months. ‘What must the Christian men
think of this prohibition by Gov., still less the
heathen who wavered and were half-inclined to
be Christians--fior recollect, I v. as never charged
with p1‘£’ac'/ling or using any mcrms 10 cozmert.
I merely read the prayers of the Church of
England to those who were already Christians,
and did not turn. om‘ those who came and were
not. I own I am at a loss what is my duty-—
I am at a very great loss. My leave will avert
the decision for :5 months or more, but I am
not clear what to do then, but hope I will act
according to what is right. \on will see from
all this why Lord Canning has taken no notice
of Lord Belhaveifs letter. I am a black-sheep
and must not be allowed to get on. VVell,
never mind; as they are getting on themselves
at present, they will soon wish they had not
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only the 24th P. I., but many other regiments
Christians.
Show this letter to the girls, for as this

matter, in spite of all I could do, has become
public, and many papers ridicule me and some
few condemn, I should like them to know the
true state of the case.
I suppose you have got the scarves by this

time, and from Cashmere I will send the girls
cloaks like that I sent Harriet, and some skins
and horns to Bruce. I have a very good
Damascus sword for David. It was taken at
Lucknow. but is not so handsomely mounted as
those I sent Bruce. It is. however, equally
good as a blade. I hope the things Mrs.
Pollard took arrived in good order. My only
fear is that the day they were packed rained,
and as it had rained for a week before, the air
was trcry dump, and living in a tent I could not
put on a lire.
I want a commission executed very much

indeed. I would ask Mrs. Pollard, who I think
would possibly be persuaded (knowing me) to
be honest and send a bill. but she is no judge,
and I dolft like to ask Bruce, as he would not
do so in the case of the rifle, saddle, and pistols,
which were too valuable a present for me to
receive. Perhaps, however, you could manage
that he should do it and send a note of the cost.
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I have no watch that will go and stand my
work. The flimsy French things they get here
don’t last me a month. I want a very good,
strong, gold watch (silver turns black in this
climate), not too clumsy, but one that will stand
work, and that won't stop if I carry it when
sitting on a kicking horse; also a good, plain,
but strong curb chain, to fasten to a button-
hole for additional security. It should be made
by Dent or M‘Cabe, or some good maker who
is in the habit of making for India; and is a
sort of thing that I would pay any reasonable
price to have good, ibr if a watch once goes
wrong here, you must send it back to England
to be mended, so a flimsy one is no use. It
should be insured and sent to the care of Elliot.
If you can do this in such a way as to avoid
Bruce doing as he did before, I should be very
glad, as a watch that will keep time is absolutely
necessary where clocks are unknown. The
former part of my letter is public, but this is
private, all this sheet. So with lose to Ilclcn,
and many thanks for her letter which I may
answer, I hope, from Cashmere, and lme to
Eliza, and respects to Mackenzie and lh-uce
and all the rest of the people, I am. my dear
Mother, your aft’. son, Jom. (‘mu n11:n.s.

I hate to write an egotistical letter like this,
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but I wish to let you all know that whatever
happens about this matter of going to church,
I have not been to blame.

LETTER XXXI

Casnuamr, 9th Oct. 1859.

MY nnan Mornnu,--As I fear you may be
anxious, I write a few lines to say that I am
here now and return to the plains in a few days,
but have been far from well since I came up
here. Nothing dangerous, you know, but my
liver very much out of order.
I almost think Colonel Clarke was right in

thinking nothing but a sea voyage would set
me up all right again, but we will see. I sup-
pose this is only the reaction after all the
excitement I have had.
I am glad the box arrived all right. I heard

from M rs. Pollard that she had to leave it with
Grindlay, as there was a reference required as to
the amount of duty to be levied, but it would
be very safe with him.
The day I packed the things was very wet

indeed, a.nd I was afraid some of them would be
spoiled.

96



1859] SHUMSHABAD

.I suppose the other parcel has reached ere
this. I am amused at the valuation of the
things. The worst shawl of the lot was worth
more pounds than Eliza’s polka jacket cost
half-crowns.—-Love to all, and believe me, my
dear Mother, your affl son,

Jours CHALMERS.

I have written for Mrs. Pollard's address, as I
have forgotten it. It is about Haverfordwest.

LETTER XXXII

Snumsuanan, 31 sl Oriober 1859.

MY DEAR. l\10”I‘HER,——I arrived here yester-
day, and although almost afraid that I am a day
too late for the mail, write a few lines on chance.
I received your letter of Sept. 17th and am

glad the scarves arrived safe, and hope they will
be liked by those who are to wear them. I was
very unwell all the time I was in Cashmere, but,
strange to say, am all right now I have returned
to the plains.
I have 4 pairs of good stags’ horns for Bruce

--I think considerably larger than Scotch ones
-—one of 12 tines, 2 of 11 tines each head, and
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one of 10 tines. I will send him the measure-
ment, and if they are larger than Scotch ones, I
will send them. I have a few pints of good
bear’s grease for the girls, but no skin, as the
only bear I shot was a mangy brute.
I will write to both you and Bruce next mail,

and you will probably get it with this, as this is
too late.
When 1 returned from leave I found all the

three other oflicers of the regiment under arrest
and a stranger in command. It is unfortunate
that I was on leave, as 1 don't I/link I should
have been in any way mixed in the row, had
I been there, but it can’t be helped. Major
Hovenden and the Adjutant, l Mink, are all
safe, but the junior oflicer must lose his com-
mission, unless decided on as mad, which I
always thought him.-1 am, my dear Mother,
your aff. son, JOHN CHALMERS.

P.S.-—I don’t exactly know where Mrs.
Pollard is at present, as she has been visiting
about, and Pollard himself is now away on a
tour with the General ; but Mrs. Pollard, care of
Mrs. Heathcote Wake, Romsey, Hampshire,
will find her out. I will write to David soon.
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LETTER XXXIII

Snvusnasan, 15!}: Nor. 1859.

MY DEAR Morn}-zn,--Your letter of lst
October, with enclosure from Bruce and Helen,
I received about a week ago, but you did not
put Hugh’s letter into it as you promised.
I am glad you noticed my promotion. I

think it is almost the only one, if not the only
one, so worded, but as l have said (I think)
before, butter is all very well but solid bread is
better, and somehow I don't get much of that
as yet. I am trying to sell that jewel and hope
to do so soon, but it is not easy to do anything
when your duties tie you down to such a place
as this, which, although pleasant enough, is as
much out of the world as any place in the
interior of Africa.
I expect to start for Peshawur the day after

to-morrow, and shall spend a few days with
Pollard. An order has come out that every one
holding stafl’ appointments must pass an exam-
ination in the native languages before the 20th
or lose their allowances. This is an economical
dodge which, I fear, will cost me half my income.
as, although my acquirements in that way have
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served me to discipline a regiment and to com-
mand it through a good part of the campaign, I
was too old when I began ever to learn correctly
so difficult a language, and I fear my spelling in
it will not be considered up to the mark. One
part of the examination is to turn a page of
an English book into Hindoostanee in two
different characters, and three errors of either
spelling or grammar cuts you out. This is no
hardship to those who go to Addiscombe at 15 or
16 and learn little else, and then come out here
about 18 or 19 and keep it up; but for one who
was 30 before he had ever had to speak a word
and 35 before he had tried to write one, I fear it
is z'm_p0.s-.s~ibIc. My own opinion is that the whole
thing is a (lodge to get rid of outsiders who have
risen through the mutiny to situations coveted
by the regular parties. As to the men who
became Christians, there are now 25 baptized
Christians in this eorps—men, women, and
children-—and 1 am neither allowed to read to
them nor to speak to them on religion. We had
a school with from 35 to 40 regular scholars, but
as the only English schoolbooks were those of
the missionary society, my attending the school
to teach or even to visit it has been considered
an interference with the religion of the people,
and 1 have been forbidden to do so.
Now there is a congregation of 25 professing
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Christians baptized, and, although ignorant,
anxious for instruction, but no one can give
them any, as the possibility of their keeping a
clergyman is, of course, out of the question.
Even if they did, he would not be allowed to
enter the lines of the regiment. but would have
to live out of the lines and only see those who
came to him at his own house.
I don’t know how long this can go on, but it

makes me sick to think of it, and to make any
complaint or remonstrance would not only ruin
me, but by removing me they would put it out
of my power to do even the very little good I
can now do, and these poor wretches would be
left without one friend. I don't wonder that
oflicers don’t try to make their men Christians.
I feel that I have done them every harm in a
worldly point of view by doing so myself.
Otherwise the regiment is getting on well.

They are very well drilled and we have the best
native band but two that l haxe seen. I hear
a lot of Punjaub troops are to go to ("l1ina, but
we are too far from the sea to be callr d on. I
expect, and no doubt they will semi regiments
there which have seen less service than ours, so
as to give them a. chance of doing something.
I should like to go very well, both because it is
a country I should like to sec and because it
would give me, I t/rink, some promotion. I
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know if we went, and if by any chance I could
get command of the corps in an action, I could
bring both them and myself into notice. The
difficulty is to get the chance to command in
anything. Brig. Troup at Delhi is a brother
of Brig. Colin Troup at Moultan-—-my friend.
I have never seen him. The brothers came
out together 40 years ago and are now both
Brigadiers. -
With love to all, I am, my dear Mother,

your aff. son, JOHN CHALMERS.

1 have 4- quart bottles of genuine beefs
grease of my own shooting. Would the girls
like it for their bairns’ heads?

LETTER XXXIV
Snumslnnan, l.'3t/z Nov. 1859.

MY DEAR Bm'e1=:,--Your letter and Helen's,
of the lst October, I received enclosed in one
from my Mother, and I am glad Helen is
pleased with the scarfs.
My Mother seems to think I am likely to go

to China and be eaten up by the ferocious
inhabitants thereof, but I fear no such luck is
in store for me as to have the chance of doing
anything to push myself on.
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I have kept this letter back till the last

moment, as I expected that we would have had
orders to-day to march for the frontier. A
border tribe, the VVuzeerees, have kicked up a
row and murdered a Capt. Meecham. who was
travelling on the road from Bunnoo to Kohat,
which runs near their country. A force of
10,000 men with a lot of guns are to go up
in a day or two with a civil request that the
murderers-—who are known-~ may be given up,
and as we do things differently in the Punjaub
from Lord Canning's system, and the scoundrels
know it too, I have no doubt the tribe (although
they can muster 50,000 matchlock-men) will
think fit to comply with the request. I thoiight
we should have been called on, but to-day’s
post has brought us no order to that effect.
I am rather sorry as, although these border
rows are not considered in the light of regular
war, and even success gives neither advantage
nor honour, yet I should have seen a new
and strange country and a new style of hill
warfare.
I am now very unsettled, and although I

have not written to my Mother about it, will
tell you the whole yarn.
I was and am second in command of

this regiment: Major Hovendcn commanded;
Ensign Stevens (who rose from the ranks) is
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adjutant; and a Lieut. Stevenson did duty as
supemumerary. Now Lieut. Stevenson is a man
with many grievances, and, I fear, not much
principle. His first grievance was that I, who
was an outsider, got the appointment of second
in command, and his next that Ens. Stevens,
principally through my recommendation, got
the adjutancy. W'ell, he tried to set Hovendcn
up against me, but failed. He tried to get me
into a quarrel more than once after dinner, but,
having the advantage of a cool head,‘ he failed
in this also, and took a hatred against Hovendcn
as well as against me and Stevens. He could
not understand that he was not recommended
for promotion simply because he was unfit
for it.
VVhilst I was in Cashmere he tried more than

once to get Hovendcn into a quarrel but failed,
until one evening when there were visitors at
the mess, when he went into a very improper
style of conversation, and Hovendcn checked
him for it. He repeated the offence in a worse
form, and Hovendcn told him to stop that style
of thing, and he says called him impertinent.
He ordered I-Iovenden under arrest, and sub-
sequently Stevens, the Adj., also. Now there
is a law by which an inferior can put a superior

1 [It is no doubt meant that this advantage lay with the
wr1ter.]
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under arrest, but only to prevent a duel or stop
a quarrel likely to lead to one. but Hovendcn
did not know the regulation well, and, to
prevent a row, submitted.
Next day, another oflieer was sent here to

take command, and Stevenson himself was put
under arrest. He will lose his commission, I
think, but the worst of it is that the General is
a great enemy of Hoven-dcn's. and has recom-
mended his removal from the regiment on the
ground that if he had kept up his authority
sufliciently, such a thing could not have
happened.
On my return, then, from Cashmere, I found

all the oflicers of the corps under arrest and a
stranger in command. I have applied for the
command myself until the case is settled, and
will probably get an answer in 10 days, and it
Hovendcn has to go, although I can hardly
think such an injustice possible. I shall apply
for the pervnanent command. lf I get it (which
without interest is, I fear, impossible) I must
hold on for a year or two at any risk before I
go home, so as to get a /role] on the appoint-
ment, but if any one else is appointed to
supersede me, as I am convinced will be the
ease, I shall at once go in for leave to England
on medical certificate, and you may then see
me in July next. This is how the thing stands
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at present, but although I feel the command to
be my right, my prospect of it is, I fear, very
poor indeed. Interest is everything now in
India.
If Hovendcn is not kicked out I shall be

ruled in going home by how I feel about March.
If he stays, my going or not won’t affect my
interests, as he will look after them.
I am, my dear Bruce, yours sincerely,

Jomv Cnaramus.

LETTER XXXV

Snnmsnan in, 29:7: November 1859.

MY nrzxn 1\Iorn1~:u,--Since I last wrote to
you I have spent 10 days in Peshawur, where I
had very good health and enjoyed myself very
much, although I did not succeed in passing
the examination. They are going to give us
another chance in April next, and I shall try
hard to study in the meantime, but fear the
result must be the same.
I stayed with Capt. Bartlett. the Canton-

ment Magistrate, and Capt. Iremonger, the
Assist. Adjutant-General, who live together,
and they were very kind to me. I had invita-
tions to dinner every day, and as I have seen
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no civilised society and hardly one lady for the
last three years, except the short time I was in
Umritzar, where there were two, I required to
visit a tailor for a suit of decent plain clothes
and polish up my ordinary slovenly habits not
a little. One point, however, I could not
succeed in, via. gloves. I never was very fond
of them, and after so many years without them,
I could not stand it. '
Capt. Bartlett goes h'ome in April or May

after 18 years in India. “Then will my turn
eo'me ?
On my return I had a letter from Sally Jones,

dated 12th Oct. It is a mail newer than any
from you or Sibyl. Sally is very well pleased
with the scarfs, and says they are generally
admired in her neighbourhood.
I shall not write to Bruce this mail, as I have

no news for him. Everything is exactly as it
was when I last wrote, but there is sure to be a
vacancy in this regiment for a commander in
March, and I wish I could see my way clear to
make interest for it. The appointment I would
be sure of if it lay with the Punjaub Govern-
ment. but Lord Canning and Lord Clyde will
be the people. With the former Lord Belhaven
might have influence; Sir Barnes Peacock
certainly would. With the latter I must see
what Brigadier Troup can do for me. I know
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he will do what he can, but I much fear some-
body will have a brother or first cousin or some
friend who would like the appointment, and if
so, I shall certainly be much disgusted and
disheartened.
Give my love to Eliza, Helen, and the bairns,

and best respects to Bruce and Mackenzie.
Kindly remember me to Uncle Charles, Aunt,
David, and all the family. By the bye, do you
ever see James Cowan, and does he recollect
me? He and I used to be rather good friends.
—-I am, my dear Mother. your affl son,

Jonn CHALMERS.

I am just sending off a letter to-day, the
result of which l hope will be the sale of my
jewels.

LET"l‘ER XXXVI

:-snvusn man, Qad Dtrerabsr 1859.

MY naau Bart a.--I wrote to my Mother
the day before yesterday, and although this is
al2ao.s-1* certain to he too late for the mail, yet as
it has a chance I send it.
They say there is no rest for the wicked, and

if so I am surely bad enough, as I have just got
a telegraphic message to start with a company
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of my regiment to Kohat, to join the expedition
against the ‘Wuzeeree tribe. I wish they had
allowed me to take more men, but in our trade
one can't remonstrate, and I must do my best
with what they allow me. I suspect the tact
is that the whole population about here are
Mussulmans like the \\'uzee1-ees, and they fear
to take away too many of our Seikhs for fear of
a row here.
However, the selection is flattering, as far as

I am concerned, and I shall do my best. If
Brigadier Chamberlain commands and there is
any work, I will at any rate be mentioned in
orders, and I hope and expect not unfavourably,
so it may help me to the co1nn1and.
The regiment is still as when I last wrote to

you--3 officers under arrest.
I will write to my Mother from Kohat if I

can get time, but I fear it will be a great bustle
to get 10,000 men started. Howc\ er, I will
try. You can use your pwn discretion in show-
ing her this.--W'ith love to Helen and bairns,
I am. my dear Bruce, yours sincerely,

Jonzs C1IAI.1\IEltS.

I fear neither medals nor Victoria Crosses will
be going here. I have the former and have
worked hard for the latter, but my luck has
been hard so far.
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LETTER XXXVII
Cam» Goomrr,

15 MILES raou Komvr,
8th December 1859.

MY DEAR Bancn,--I wrote a few lines to
you from Shumshabad as soon as I was ordered
to join the W'uzeeree field force under General
Chamberlain, and now take up my pen to let
you know what has happened since.
On Saturday. the 3rd, the camels did not

come from the Commissariat at Attock until
too late to start that day. (lV.B.--They used
to allow us to keep up our own carriage, and
then we were ready to march at a moment’s
notice; now they are becoming economical, and
it may take days to start a regiment.)
On Sunday morning at daybreak I started off

the party for a village called Choee, about 19
miles from Shumshabad and 0 from Campbell-
pore, where I was stationed a short time. After
lunch I went off myself, having laid out a
horse half way, and taking an Arab of Major
Hovenden’s the first half ; the result was that
I did the 19 miles in about an hour and a half
and got into camp shortly after the men. My
tent was pitched. a fire in the stove, and dinner
ready. The police all through the district as far
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as Kooshealgurh very civil, as they and all
natives believe that I am the uncle of Lt. John
Chalmers, the magistrate, and that I conse-
quently must be a swell. I don’t know how
this idea got about among the natives, but
the result is that not only the oflicers of my
regiment, but every one else, call me Uncle
John when they wish to chug?’me.

Kenn‘, 10M.

VVhen so far I was called away to some duty
or other, so put the letter by.
From Choee I marched to Tutta. 15 miles

through hills, very barren and without a single
house all the way; from Tutta to .Ihund, 17
miles of a level country: from .Ihund to the
River Indus is 8 miles, and we crossed to
Kooshealgurh in the Kohat district. From
there to Kohat it is two marches of 15 miles
each, through a very wild and unsettled country,
where we might have had a rush from the hills
on our baggage and ammunition any moment,
but we arrived here without firing a shot.
W'hen I came in yesterday 1 called first on

General Chamberlain, who is 'to command the
force, and he was very kind and civil; offered
me breakfast, and said 1 had made great haste,
and that he was very glad indeed that I had
come with the party myself. I then got a place
for my men to pitch their tents, and looked
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about amongst the force for old friends, and I
can assure you I had a hearty welcome. Four
regiments invited me to be a guest at their
messes as long as I was with the force, viz.
the Guides, with whom I was at Delhi; the
lst and 4th Punjaub Infantry, who were at
Delhi, Lucknow, and Rohilcund; and the 2nd
Punjaub Cavalry, who were with me at Phili-
beet. The latter gave a dinner, and, although
so far out of the world, the champagne sparkled
as well as in more civilised parts.
A fine force is collecting here, but I think it

is small for the purpose. Vile shall have 6
Punjaub infantry regiments and 1 of cavalry;
6 0-pound guns. and 8 mountain train guns on
mules. Capt. Pollard. my old friend, is chief
engineer, and he and I are putting up with the
Guide Corps, who are as good a lot of fellows
as one would wish to see. The Guides were
Hodson's corps before the mutiny, and are one
of the best fighting regiments to be found any-
where. “re have no European soldiers with us,
as they require too many tents, etc., in the hills.
The Guides and one mountain train battery

and my company are to start on ahead on Mon-
day to explore the road, and the rest of the force
will follow about Wednesday. I shall send
you a note now and then as to how we get on,
as it is a new and interesting country we are to
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visit that has not yet been seen by any European.
The enemy muster strong, but ours, though
small, is a good and tried force. Our General
is about the best in India, and knows hill-work
well, and all the officers of the force know and
trust each other, and we are more like brothers
than anything else, so you may suppose I am
pretty jolly at the change from the dull life of
Shumshabad.
About our regiment: I think it is an awful

shame ofthe Com.-in-Chief, and I am thoroughly
disgusted. Major Hovendcn is deprived of the
command and another man put in who is
generally disliked, without giving me a chance
to apply, and the young beast who was the
cause of all is only removed to another regiment.
It is a shame, and I think you will see me next
year on a year's leave, as I am completely
disgusted with the whole thing-——-but there is
no use grumbling.-—VVith love to Mother and
Helen, I am, my dear Bruce, yours sincerely,

Jonn CHALMERS.

LETTER XXXVIII

Konar, lltlz December 1859,
MY DEAR Mo'rHEa,—Here I am so far on

the way to the country of the Wiizeerees, who,
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it seems, require a thrashing, having come down
the other day to our country and murdered an
oflicer who was travelling along the road.
I have written Bruce an account of the whole

affair so far, and, although in these hills and in
a country not yet visited by Europeans we will
have much exposure and hard work, I expect
to spend a very pleasant month or two, as my
companions are a very jolly lot, and the force is
very well equipped in every way. _
Major Hovendcn has been turned out of the

regiment on account of a row whilst I was in
Cashmere. I am very sorry indeed for it, and
Lord Clyde has appointed another Commandant
whom I don't know, but I hear he is a very
disagreeable man .
Having given Bruce all the news, I really

don’t know what more to say, except that
although I will write every time I can get an
opportunity, you must not be surprised if you
are a month or even two without a letter, as the
day we leave Kohat--that is to-morrow--we
leave all roads, posts, and everything of that
sort behind us.--With love to all, believe me,
my dear Mother, your ever affl son,

Jorns CHALMERS.
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LETTER XXXIX

Caste 'l'r"r'r\,
In rnr W121»!-‘arr Iln.:.s,

22:1! January 1860.

MY nean 1\I0'rn1=:u.--Your letter of the 17th
November I received here yesterday, and its
enclosure from Eliza Mackenzie.
I am very glad they have seen Mr. Maclcod,

who told me he was an uncle of John Mac-
kenzie’s, but I was not aware he had gone
home. I thought he was only in the hills for
his health. He is Financial Commissioner of
the Punjaub, and next to Sir Robert Mont-
gomerie, the Lt.-Governor, in point of authority
and influence, and I am very glad to hear that
he spoke so well of my exertions.
I am still with the 2-lth and am again Officiat-

ing Commandant--at least I have seen myself
in orders, but being here on service with a small
detachment have not been able to take com-
mand, and no doubt before I rejoin Major
Morgan will have taken the command. I fear
it is all up with our Punjaub force, as the
Com.-in-Chief knows none of us and fills every
vacancy with utter strangers to the Punjaub
and its people.
Volunteers have been called for for China.
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and I have written to our regiment to volun-
teer. They say they would gladly do so if I
was to command, but don’t seem to like the
idea under a stranger. I will do what I can to
make them, and if they do not go I shall myself
volunteer to go as a supernumerary with some
of the old Punjaub corps, any of which will
be glad enough to get me, I dare say. I am
myself anxious for a change, and if I am to be
a soldier, my only chance to get on is to keep
doing something.
Here we have had some hill fighting, but it

will count for nothing, and never get into
general orders, as we have no European force
and no swells in command. General Chamber-
lain, the Commander of the Punjaub frontier,
is only a regimental Captain, and is a year
younger than me, so he has no influence to get
anything that he does brought forward nowa-
days.
All our work is now over in the fighting way,

but we have still a few villages to look up and
two or three blackguards to catch, after which
we shall be starting homewards. We have done
them no end of harm, and I fancy they will
think twice before they cut another European’s
throat.
On New Year's Eve I dined with the 2nd

Punjaub Cavalry, who were at Philibeet with
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me. Vile were very glad to meet again. They
gave us cockey-leekey, salmon. and haggis
(made in Edinburgh, and sent out in tins).
washed down with whisky teddy.
I fancy the weather here is as cold as it is in

Scotland, or nearly so. If water is left in the
basin at night, it is solid in the morning.
I send you a letter I had from Brigadier

Troup a day or two ago. You see he expected
me to get the corps, but is mistaken. I never
quite expected it myself.
General Chamberlain has been very civil to

me indeed. He had me to dinner the other
day alone, and advised me strongly to go in
for China, and says if I get anything to do
there that I mus! eventually get command of
a regiment, but acknowledges that being an
out.rlder'-—that is, not having come into the ser-
vice in the regular way-—I will always find it
uphill work.
\Vhen I Wrote to Brigadier Troup you will

see that I was rather ill, and had some idea that
I might require a change to Scotland, hut the
stir and excitement have put me all right, and I
am now as well as ever I was.
A local Ensigns pay here is £180, and a Lieu-

tenant's £300 a year, besides the allowances as
second in command £300 more. but somehow
money does not stick to my fingers. I am
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certainly not extravagant, but somehow I can’t
take care of money, and don't suppose I ever
shall.-—-Love to all, and believe me, my dear
Mother, your aff. son, Jonn Cnatmnas.

Every one here uses longish guard chains to
watches, as when wearing uniform we have no
waistcoats to put them in.
My stupid servant has mislaid Brig. Troup’s

letter, so I can’t find it just now.

LETTER XL

Csnr Terra,
In rue Wozanune Hn.1.s,

2nd January 1860.

Mr nnan B1u'cE,—-When I wrote from Kohat
I promised you some account of our little ex-
pedition, and here goes for it.
On the llth Deer. we left Kohat, and

marched for 4 days up a wide and fertile valley,
now well cultivated and peaceful, although 3
or 4 years ago it was fighting, every village
against the next. The 5th day took us through
hills and some very beautiful scenery, and our
6th march we lost all traces of roads, and went
along the bed' of a river. full of large boulder
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stones. The 9-pounder guns, however. got on
famously, and you would have liked to see the
way the Punjaub gunners drive, and the coun-
try theywill go over. Four pair of horses to each
gun and waggon, and as many spare horses and
men as those employed, do get over the ground.
This march brought us to Thull, on the banks
of the -river Koorum, the boundary between
our territory and that of the Ameer of Cabul,
to whom the \Vuzeerees are supposed to be
subjects.
In this river 2 oflicers in 3 hours‘ fishing

with fly took 73 fish. the largest 25 pounds and
the smallest 1], pounds --not a bad bag, you
will say, and no doubt the first time the fish
had seen a fly with a hook and line to it.
Next day we crossed the river to Bullund

Khail, a large village belonging to the King of
Cabul, and 10 miles from the tribe with whom
we had the quarrel.
Here the General halted a day, and got all

the information he could about the hes!‘ way
to get at the gentlemen, who lived amongst very
difi-ieult hills. He found there were two ways
to get at them, and having fixed upon the one
best, sent me out on the otiwr with a party oi
men to improve it. The result, of course, was
that the “Tuzeerees got information, and de-
fended themselves ou that side. He got up
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some hours before daylight, marched by the
way I did not make, and attacked them before
they expected him.
We had one man killed and 9 or 10 wounded.

They had 24 or 25 killed, and about 50 wounded,
and 4- villages destroyed, and lots of cattle and
sheep taken ofil.
Next day, 23rd, the General went one way

with half the force, and sent Major Lumsden,
of the Guides, with the rest, another, and we
were to meet at night at a place called Shewa.
I was with Major l..'s force, but we saw nothing
of the enemy. VVhen we arrived at the place
of meeting, we had a letter from the General
that he had met the enemy, but after the last
day's lesson they did not stand much, and that
he could not return till next day.
His force bis ouacked out all night, and next

day (the '2-lth Dec.) came back with, amongst
other spoil, 5000 sheep, which were divided
amongst the men for their Christmas dinner
at the rate of about a sheep a man.
On the 26th we burned some villages, but

did not meet the enemy. On the 28th we had
a fight and killed 6 or 7 and burned 3 villages,
and took lots more of their live-stock, and
on the 29th they thought they had enough, and
sent in to say they would give up the murderers.

Since then we have been surveying the
120 .
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country, and the enemy have sent in 17 of
the relations of the murderers, but none of
themselves, so I expect we shall have to stir
them up again a little.
In the meantime the tribe is ruined. All

their grain and stock hzue fallen into our hands,
all their tents are burned. They don’t build
many houses, but those they do build are
destroyed, and we are keeping them in the
hills. and this is the time they ought to be
getting in their crops for nest year. In fact,
altogether, l think they Will find that killing
Europeans is too expensise a luxury to be often
indulged in.
Since I came out here I have been in excellent

health. I live with the corps of Guides who dis-
tinguished themselves so much at Delhi, and I
hope on our return from this little business we
shall go off together to China.
This is certainly a splendid force in every

way. I don't think such another could he
easily raised, and yet the (‘ommander-in-Chief
and the Government are doing all they can
to spoil it. The artillery beat anything you
can conceive, and the mule batteries, 3-pounders,
carry their guns over any hills that men can
walk, and yet the men who mm/c’ the corps
can get no promotion in it, and men are getting
commands who do not know and can’t speak

l‘Zl



LETTERS [16'rn APRIL
to their men--like our new Commandant,
Major Morgan.
Since I began this letter I have one from

Attock to say that all our corps has volunteered
for China, so no doubt we will be ofi, and I
will see if I can’t make it too hot for Major
Morgan. I don’t know him, but from what
I hear he does not like hard work much, and
I will get him that if we get before an enemy,
or I am mistaken.
\Vith love to Helen and the bairns, I am, my

dear Bruce, yours sincerely,
Jenn CHALMERS.

By the bye. the “Tuzeeree cavalry will charge
down the side of a hill I would rather not walk
my horse down. I never saw such horsemen.
I will write again as soon as I know about

our going to China or not.

LETTER XLI
Balosnlnn-GENERAL Cuannsnnalrfs

Taux Fn-:Lo Fortes,
NEAR DER.\ ISIIMAIL Knsu, Pumxun.

Can? TAUK, 16th April 1860.

' MY DEAR l\Io'rHEa,-Since I last wrote to
you from Attock I have had a busy time. The
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(sovemor-General and Com.-in-Chief returned
from Peshawur by Attock, and the engineer who
had planned a tunnel under the wide and rapid
river Indus, instead of a bridge over it, which
was considered almost impossible. got his pro-
ject sanctioned, and the next thing he did was
to apply for my services and 3 companies of my
regiment, me to superintend and the men to
perform the most difiicult part of the work, and
promised that I was to stay there till it was
done.
\l'ell, I commenced work, was so busy that

I missed one mail, and the next was coming
on when these confounded \Vuzcerees broke
out again, and I was at General (‘hamberlairfs
particular rcqmtvt sent off here at a moment's
notice to join his force in command of 6 com-
panies of my reg.
lt is a curious thing that in the whole of this

splendid force, upwards of 5000 strong, that
my friend Pollard and I should have been the
only two people he should have applied for by
name. It was certainly a great compliment to
both, but I fear it will injure me in my pro-
spects in the tunnel, which, if successful, must
have made my name as an engineer, and it has
most certainly made me a complete enemy in
Major Morgan, my commanding oflicer, who
says it is a slur on his character as an officer,
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and has complained to the Com.-in-Chief about
it, but I suppose Gen. Chamberlain cares little
about that.
I have now the finest corps in camp, and

hope for a chance of doing something. I will,
as usual, write a sketch of the affair to Bruce,
who seems to take an interest in these things,
and only send these few hurried lines to let
you know why I have been longer than usual
in writing, and to let you know that as we
march into the hills to-morrow, it may be some
time before I can send another letter.
The weather is fearfully hot, and a campaign

no joke. Pollard and I were talking last night,
and counting up to see if we could afford to
come home together next year.
W'ith love to all,I am, my dear Mother, your

afii son. JOIIN CHALMERS.

LETTER XLII

Endorsement on LT. CHA1.ME1ts's application to
fa/‘re a regimcm‘ of Pioneers to China.

I forward this letter, as I think it possible
that Lt. Chalmers"s suggestion may be in accord-
ance with the wishes of Government, and there
is probably no ofl-icer in the service so fitted to
raise and command a Muzbee corps.
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Lt. Chalmers"s services must be well known

to the Right Honble. the C.-in-(1.. but it may
be well for me to attach copies of some testi-
monials in his possession.

Nnv11.r.r: (‘n.>.:un1~:nr.anv,
Brrgmher-General.

Call!’ K0!-I 1'1‘,
13!]: Jan. ltltill

LETTER X I . I I I

Kllxlnsasn, sssn .\'r'rou<,
ltlf/1 June I860.

MY nnan l\Io'rn1~:u, -I reached here last night
completely done up with my long and hot march
from Bunnoo, but as this is the last day for the
mail, tired as I am and busy too, I must send
a line or two to say how sorry l am you should
have been so long without a letter.
From about a fortnight after I wrote we

were entirely cut off from all eonnnunication
by the enemy, except I think twice, on both
of which occasions, although Pollard was in
camp and wrote to his wife, I was out on duty
and did not know of it till too late.
Bunnoo I reached in the morning, after a

long march, and had not a moment to myself
till evening, when I was ordered off again, and
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so lost my chance of a post office till I reached
here last night. I am now in my house, which
is pretty comfortable, and hope for some little
comparatizre rest, but I suppose they won’t give
me much, as I found I had been again applied
for, for the tunnel work.
I will write a long letter about our adven-

tures in a few days when we get settled. I find
you address me as Commandant 24 P.I. I only
officiated, and am still 2nd in Com., but think
I see a glimpse of light through the gloom, in
the way of a prospect of a regiment of my own,
but am far from sanguine yet.
I was much amused with the Lever, and

should much like to see ‘ How not to do it.’
Respects to Bruce, love to all. If he can’t

come here to buy rags, why does he not get
them bought for him where labour is only 3d.
a day and have them sent home? I am sure it
would pay him.-—-I am, your afii son,

Jonx CHALMERS.

LETTER XLIV
Kl-IAIRABAD, A'r'ror.x,

Sth Aug. 1860.

MY oaax Mornca,--I received your letter
of the 17th June enclosed in the big paper with
the long words, which I will return signed as
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soon as I meet with two people who can write
English, and have English names, to sign it as
witnesses, as I suppose no others would do.
I had a clergyman staying here with me for

some days, but he is away again. V\'hilst here
he baptized 4- more of the soldiers, one other
man, a soldier's wife, and two of the soldier's
children, and he had a lot more in training.
I don't know how you can be -I months since

you had a letter. I only once missed a monthly
mail.
It is possible that. as for two months my

letters were sent from camp. they were mis-
carried, but I should have thought not.
I see you address me as ('ommandant. l am

still only second in command. The confirma-
tion of the order was nothing. It was only
that I had assumed command in order to sign
returns, etc. etc. etc., till Major Morgan joined.

1 don"t like him, and wish I could get out of
the corps now. I could easily get a Frontier
Police Corps for myself, and it would increase
my pay very much-in fact, double it-—but I
tear that I could not stand the work now as
I once could.
I have hopes of getting a sapper corps to

raise for the Punjaub force.
As my letters seem not to have reached, I

will tell you in a few words what I have been
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about since January. At the end of Jany. I
returned from the 1st Wuzeeree expedition,
and commanded the corps until Major Morgan
joined. In March (about the 8th) I came here
with 3 companies to take care of the tunnel
works, and by special application of the Super-
intendent, and by order of the Gov.-General, I
have got full charge of all the work, which is
going on satisfam-torily.
On the 28th March, having been applied for

by General Chamberlain, l went on the 2nd
lvuzeeree expedition, and remained away till
the 8th June. during which time I had 4 soldiers
and 5 camp followers killed, and 7 soldiers and
1- camp followers wounded.
Since then I have been here looking after

the tunnel and trying to keep myself as cool
as I can with a thermometer at 105° in the
house.

Besides the tunnel work l have 5 companies
of the regiment to look after, without any
European to help me. and, what is worse to
me, the Gov. threaten to turn every one out of
their situation who can't pass an examination
in Hindoostanee, and although I can speak
it very well, I can't spell or write correct
grammar, and I have to work away every day
at a grammar and dictionary to learn a language
that I never require to read, write, or speak,
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because the Govemment are too ignorant to
know that the Punjaub is a different country
from Calcutta, inhabited by different people
who speak n different language.
I suppose from your letter that Mrs. Pollard

is or has been with you. I hope she will enjoy
her visit, as both she and her husband have
been very kind indeed to me.
During the last expedition we had a much

larger force than on the former one. but pretty
much the same oflicers. \\'e /md an otlicer
killed, so the report in the newspaper must
have been incorrect. “'0 also lost about 80
men killed, and as many more wounded, for
this time the \\'uzcerces fought like demons.
W'e did them a lot of harm, but they have not
given in, and we expect another expedition in
September.
Col. Lumsden of the Guides, I hear, was

cut down in his own fort by a servant in his
regiment, a tent-pitcher, the other day. I have
not heard particulars, but they say the wound
or wounds are not severe. Ile was one of the
most popular men in his regiment I ever knew,
and I hope the scoundrel will be hanged.
Love to Eliza and Helen, and best respects

to the Mackenzics and Bruce; and believe me,
my dear Mother, your alf. son.

JOHN Cn.s1..uF.ns.
I 1:29
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LETTER XLV
KHAIRABAD, near: Arrocn,

12!}: Aug. I860.

MY nnan Bnucn,—-Grouse-shooting does not
commence here to-day for many reasons, the
first and most conclusive being that there are
no grouse. Besides, it is Sunday. So I sit
down to write you a few lines.
I had a letter from my Mother the other day,

which I answered at once, sending her back
a paper signed. V\'hy can’t lawyers write
English? In that document I met many
words not to be found in either Johnson or
\Vebster, and of the meaning of which I had
not the most remote idea.
My Mother complains much of my not

having written regularly lately, but if she only
knew how shamefully I have been overworked
and knocked about lately, she would not think
I have been remiss. I only missed one month,
and that was more her fault and Eliza’s than
my own, as they vexed me so, that, although I
wrote a good many letters, there was not one
I could send after reading it over.
Early in l\Iarch I was sent here with 3 com-

panies of the reg. to commence work on the
Indus Tunnel, which, if it is ever finished-and
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I see no reason to doubt it---will be one of the
boldest engineering works in the world. The
Governor-General said I was not to be removed
until the first passage was through, and as I
knew that. must be at least two years, I began
to build a house in hopes to make myself com-
fortable before the hut weather, but alas for all
hopes founded on such promises. l got on the
27th March a telegraph ordering me oll' to join
Gen. ('han1berlain's force at 'l'auk. This I did
the same day wilh $20 men of the rcg., Capt.
Pollard of the Engineers and l being the only
otlicers specially applied for. Till the 10th of
June I was engaged on this expedition, and
returned then to the tunnel. which has been
getting on very favourably since.
As to the expedition. We left Tank, a place

in the I)era_jat, mentioned in Col. Ed\vards's
I've?" on I/n' l’zu;jm1b 1*‘2'rm2'i:'r as 'l':ik, on the
15th April, it being then learlully hot. and the
same day entered the \Vu'1.eerce Hills. \\’e
found the pass fortified, but the natises did not
stand. On the third day we reached the village
of Paloscen, which with all its cultivation and
water-courses we destroyed; as also the village
of Shing-Kee-Ka-Kot, four miles further on.
After halting there a day the General divided
his force, leaving half at Paloseen under Col.
Lumsden, and taking half up the Sahoose
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Valley. I accompanied him with 200 of my
men, leaving the rest under Ensign Gustavinski
behind. The first day we had a skirmish, in
which we had a man and horse wounded, and a
horse killed, the enemy leaving 3 dead bodies be-
hind them. VVe went up this valley for 4 days,
the enemy retiring before us. and we destroyed
all the villages, fields, and water-courses we met
with, blowing up the fortified towers.
On the 27th we returned to Paloseen, and

then found that just befbre daylight on the 23rd
the enemy had attacked the camp in great force
and killed some 50 men and wounded 80 others,
but they were beaten oil‘, leaving 119 dead on
the ground, a fact that shows they must have
got the worst of it, as they always carry away
the dead if they can do so at all. 'l‘hey after-
wards owned to a loss of 180 in all killed.
I was very sorry I was not with my men in

this affair, as they lost 4 killed and 8 wounded,
and had an idea that it was through mismanage-
ment of the very young ofliccr in charge, and
that had I been there they would have lost no
one. Be that as it may. they were most favour-
ably mentioned in the report. Twenty-eight
dead bodies of the enemy were counted in and
about their tents. and none of them got past
the 24th or reached the guns, which were the
points aimed at.
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W'e had now to halt at Paloseen fior 4 days

so as to get the wounded incn sent back to
Tank, but had to shift the camp a mile to get
away from the stench of the dead bodies of men
and animals.
On the lst May we resumed our march to-

wards Cannsgorrum, the \\'uzeeree Capital, and
got on without serious interruption until the
5th, when we found a narrow pass called llarrara
strongly fortilied, with a. stone wall crowned
with ii mass of felled trees sliutting up the
whole road. This was defendeil by a strong
force of the enein_\ , uliilst the heights on both
sides were crowned by stone walls defended by
a force estimated at (5000 inen.

‘We halted here about half an hour to recon-
iioitre, and the two 9-pound guns and four 24--
pound lIovi itaers went to the front supported by
the -I-th I’uiij. Inf. on their left and the 2-I-th under
inc on the right, and opened with both shot and
shell on the hills. The hill on the left was
attacked by the Guide Corps, the (ith I’un_j. Inf.
and the Utli Belooch llatt., with I guns of the
Peshawur mountain train, which arc carried on
nuilcs.
That. on the right was attacked by the lst,

2nd, and 3rd Punj. Inf. and the Ilazara moun-
tain train on mules; but the infaiitry were in
reverse order, that is, the 3rd Itcg. were in
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front, supported by the 2nd, and the lst held in
reserve a little behind the 2nd.
The reserve of the whole force consisted of

the 4th Seikh Reg., the Ghoorka Battalion, the
14-th Punj. Infl, a lot of armed hill-men, and
the cavalry.
At first our attention was taken up by the

heavy guns firing at the enemy on the hills, but
in a short time we saw our troops on the left
get into action. The 3rd P. I. at first advanced
steadily, but lost a lot of men and seemed to
hesitate. The \\'uzeerccs came out from their
walls, sword in hand. The 3rd wavered and
eventually *rm-:,n1i>.ed up with the 2nd and a
few of the lst. \‘\'hen they reached the moun-
tain guns which Capt. Butt had got to work, he
fired round after round of grape between them
and the \\'uzeerces, and they seemed to see
that there was no safe road for them that way,
so turned round and joined the lst, the bulk of
whom had stood firm. in a fresh attack which
completely succeeded. In the meantime, from
our position below, things looked very had, and
the General came up to me and told me to
advance and take the hill, taking care not to
be driven back by the fugitives. He added,
‘Chalmers, I depend on you and the 24th.
This is no time to hesitate. There is no use to
tm'n back. as there is no place to go to if beaten.’
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Before he finished speaking l had my men
started, ran to their head, and went up the hill
at as good a pace as I could, keeping my men
together at the same time, and taking care not
to blow them so as to he out of breath when
the crash I expected should come. I admit I
thought most of the prospect of promotion, and
was determined at any price that the hill should
be ours; but when I came to a small plateau
two-thirds of the way up where Capt. Butt had
stationed his guns, and hasing passed 2 or 3
hundred fugilis es on the way. I found that the
reg. had rallied. returned to the charge and
taken the heights. (This was the first spot
from which I could get a \iew since I had lclt
the General.) So all that remained for 1ne to
do was to collect the wounded and dead, ulnch
I did.
The troops on the right had no serious check,

so we took the pass and encamped late in the
day. \ery tired. on the upper side of it.
The following day we started before dawn and

made a forced march to Cannsgorrun 1 , the capital,
which was spared as it was not tlefcmlecl.
\\'e stayed there t or .3 days for the sake ot

the wounded. and enjoyed a perfectly English
climate and scenery, when we started for
Mackeane, another large place sshich I dc-
stroyed, burned, and blew up, hasing two more
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men wounded there. VVe started home by
another road viri Bunnoo. Mackeane was a
beautiful place, quite English in scenery and
climate. VVe got out on the plain of Bunnoo
on the 17th May, having been a month and two
days in the hills, in a country never before
visited by a European.
I had a fearfully hot march here, where I

arrived on the 10th June. June in tents in
India is something you can’t conceive, but,
however, my health has benefited much by the
trip and hard work, and the General and all the
senior officers of the force were so well pleased
with the performance of the detachment that
they have applied to Government to raise a
regiment of Muzbce sappers for the Frontier,
and have requested that the command should
be given to me: that is all I know, and I will
make them a good regiment. I think.
I was olI‘ered the command of the Frontier

Police lately, 300 cavalry and I300 infantry,
equal to two infantry regiments and two-thirds
of a cavalry one, but I refused it. The fact was,
the offer came when I was ill and disgusted
with the letters I had received from Scotland,
so I lost the chance. I hear, however, that it
will be again vacant, and if then in good health
I may try, as upwards of £1-1-00 a year is not
to be despised, even with police.
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I am sorry to hear that things don t look well

for paper-makers. How is it that half the
paper sold here is French ?
A paper-mill in India must afford a certain

fortune, for the following reasons:--Rags are
plenty and go to waste. \\'ages of able-bodied
men are 3d. a day; women and boys 2d. The
consumption of paper, particularly foolscap. is
immense, and besides the long sea passage it
has to have 1200 miles of land carriage paid
for it.
\Vater power and clear water is also in

abundance. -
I have often thought that it would pay to

collect rags here, pound them up into pulp and
press it into bricks, dry them and send them
home to be broken up and rcpnlped.
Could paper be made out of the fibre of the

flax and hemp plants without first turning it
into cloth? If so, there is hardly any limit to
the quantity procurahlc at s cry cheap rates.
I am, my dear Bruce, yours sincerely.

.lou.\' Coal Jlllllth.

Love to Helen and the bairns.
I don't think I have exceeded the stamp I

put on this, but have no weights. If I should
have done so, it will cost you a shilling, and you
will call it a bad bargain.
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LETTER XLVI
Knarasasn, Arroes,
23rd Aug. 1860.

MY nuan lllornnn,--Your letters of the 10th
and llth July I received last night, and wrote
ofl‘ this morning to Capt. Pollard, who is now
spending a month at Murree, but whom I expect
here on his way to Peshawur in a few days.
I am very sorry indeed to hear of Mrs.

Pollard’s illness, and hope your kindness to her
may be equal to that shown 1nc by Pollard and
herself when I hase been ill in their house. I
sincerely hope she will soon get strong, as she
had been far from sscll for a long time before
she left India. l shall be sery anxious indeed
for your nest letter.
l wish I could see the two eldest girls. They,

I am sure, would remember me quite well. The
little ones l don't know so well, as I was away
from Goojerat on the campaign for more than
two years. I should he very sorry indeed if
they are not properly treated. Pollard seems
to think them singularly fortunate in the place
they are living and the people they live with.
and I fear it would be a very delicate thing to
interfere in any way. Mrs. Pollard has lots of
good sense and influence over her husband, and
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although the place is much recommended by
his family, if she is not satisfied. she will easily
have her own way in anything she may propose.
I’ollard,I believe, has‘ made up his mind to

go home tbr Mrs. Pollard, but I can’t go—-that
is all about it, so there is no use saying more on
that subject.
I wrote Bruce a long letter last week, I think

on the 12th. You ought to have had a letter
from me the same mail as that you saw from
Pollard. I wrote on the 11-th or 15th April
from Tank. just hctiore we got into the hills.
If Mrs. Pollard should not hate left, give her

my best respects. and tell her that I only hope
she has been as happy and colntmtable in your
house as I hase been in hers, and tell her not to
let the children forget me, as I won't forgise her
if] find they do so.
W'|th lose to Eliza and Ilelen. and best

respects to Mackenzie and Bruce. I am. my
dear Mother, your all'. son.

.lon:s' ('||.s|.\n:ns.

I..E'I'TEIt XI.\'ll

Kuunsutn, MI: Sept, Ittliu

Mr nssa .\lo'r|n:n,-—Ahout 10 days ago I
got your letter dated early in July telling me
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Mrs. Pollard was ill and at your house, and as
I knew Pollard was at M urree and that his
letters would go to Peshawur, I wrote ofi‘ to
him at once.
On the 4th Pollard came here and gave me a

note you had enclosed to him, and the day
before yesterday I received yours dated July
27th, which, as his of that mail had gone to
Peshawur, I showed Pollard, who was in Attoek.
Yesterday he went to (‘ampbellpore to examine
a quarry of the stone of which he intends to
build a monument to 1\'icholson, but returns
to-night, and spends to-morrow (Sunday) with
me.
I hope Mrs. Pollard is now better and that

she won't giwe way to what I call .rkif!le.s' and
come out here until she is quite well, and he
can go home for her. He will go the moment
he has the ne('essary money in lumd, but he
won't borrow and won't run in debt, and after
so many years‘ absence does not want to go
back except as being able to see everything
that is to be seen, and pay his own way. And
he is right. Besides, he knows that she must
be at least another year at home to get strong.
I should be very sorry indeed if my little

pets were not attended to, and after the kind-
ness they have always been accustomed to, they
would feel it, I am sure. But surely the amount
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paid for three such little girls should be suflieient
to procure them every comfort and good attend-
ance? Pollard and l had a long talk over the
matter, and I think he will write to Mrs. P. to
take them away and settle herself somewhere
with a governess for them. V\'e will probably
have some more talk on the subject to-morrow.
as he knows that l take a very great interest in
the brats.
If Mrs. P. is still with you. give her my best

respects, and tell her that she is no more fit to
come out to Pcsllawur at present than I am to
be Governor-General, and that I would rather go
without tea for two years or rril/rout b¢'cr_/‘or
fzro cIr:_2;.v than that she should come out until
she is perfectly set up again.
Could she not settle somewhere within 4 or

5 miles of Ediu. with the bairns, and get them
a good governess ?--or Clieltenham. or Bath, or
somewhere, if she donit like where they are?
l wrote a long letter to Bruce last mail.

Tell him I am ashamed of him that he (lees
not get up volunteers and become a Major at
least. If he will be a Colonel and give me his
Adjutancy onlten shillings a day, l will take it,
and give him private drills myself for dinners
and grog, but I could not go so low as a
sergeant on a pound a week.
Give my love to Helen and Eliza, and respects
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to Bruce and John Mackenzie, likewise to Hugh,
David, and others; and believe me, my dear
Mother, your atf. son, Joan Cnamunas.

You and Mrs. Pollard seem to joke about
the rags, but I really believe in it, and if Bruce
is game to try, I will put him in the way of
getting a small quantity to fry.

LE'l"I‘ER XLVII I

i\IL'RREL, 15!}: Oct. 1862.

MY nnan l\lo'r1u-‘.11.--\’\'l1en I wrote to you
on the lst I had been rather unwell and was
starting oil‘ here for a change of air. VVell, I
set oil‘ the same day, and on the way got a
good deal worse and had to stay 4 days in
Rawalpindee, where I was very kindly enter-
tained and attended to by Major Craeroft, the
Deputy (‘iommissioner (Judge) and his family,
with whom I stayed, and on my arrival here I
came to the Taylors, who have been as attentive
and kind to me as if I was their brother or son.
Col. Taylor, C.B., is the Lieut. Taylor with
whom I got my first civil situation in India,
some 11 years ago. and he has a wife and sister
and two children.
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I have had a pretty severe attack of liver

complaint, but a good doctor and first-rate
nursing have brought me on all right. and all
I have now to do is to get strong, for which
purpose I am prescribed cals es’-foot jelly, very
strong soups, and sparkling Hock.
I had just got thus far when the Doctor called

and says I am very much better, indeed quite
well, except weakness.
In Pmdee I saw Capt. Pollard. He was up

here and only returned the (la) I left, otherwise
I should have stopped in their house. Mrs.
Pollard I did not see. and she and I passed in
the night, I coming up here and she going
down. I hope to stay a day or two with them
on my return.
I often feel how grateful I ought to be to

God who has raised me up so 1na11y_/i'1'cnd~r,
not mere acquaintances, in this country.--I am.
my dear Mother, your afll son,

Jonx CIlAl.MIIllh.

Mr. l\I‘Leod was here to breakfast this morn-
ing, the first time I have seen him since he
returned to India.
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A I‘ I‘ E N D I X

To the Rig-hf Iloiwicrnlik flu‘ Uonirimridrr-iii Clnrf
HI India,

l‘ui. ME‘Vl()llIAI oi (\l"'lAl'\ l()Il‘\I (II \l.\’l]‘ltS,
lssiiuiiiii Iisi, Ii!-‘Hit! Aims,

Hninis qHl=\\i'llI --
rhat on the -3'i'tlI lune l'siT your iiicnioiiilist, lieing

then .1 pas-std (nil I'i1giiii er in (msiriiiiiiiit enipliiy, and
hating lor iit irli tvi o yr .11-s olliiiatiil as I iitiutiii. I iiginttr,
lst Diiisioii Liliori. iiiil l‘: sh ivi ur lload, li id seiud thi-
Hon ble East liirli.i (Uh1pH.Il} lor mm years, iitarly ugh!
of vi lm h he had pissed iii lncli i
llc. liiiiig tliui a ( l\ ilian, is is urdi red by the ( lllI...l (uni

missioiitriii lht Puiijab to prot Lttl to Pliilloiir to join llii
‘£4-tli l'uiij.ib liilaiitry (Pi-oiicus) db .!\(lJlIl.‘-l.Ilt viilh llll Lo: il
Rank of I nsigii, aiiil ht uiihesil iiiiigly ilul so, st.ii-ting
iiithiii Ioiir hours of lllll. rt ceipt of the ti ll. grim, leasing all
his PTOPCIIL} to take care ufitstll, and viilliout for - iiiomi rit
eoiisideriiig the injurious effect his iiiioiiiiiii, ii soliliir so
late in life must inuitalil} eiiercisi on his proluisioniil and
petuniary inteiests during thi rem iindir oi his si rvice
Thg 3,n11(_xc(I state l'fl(.lll’ of services will shun that your

meniorialist served with that -corps during the isliole of the
Indian Idiitiiit, and in tvio espidilions agiinsi refrattor}
tribes on the Pwoith-West I I'iIlllIIt!", also, tli it hi raisul
I71-0 men for Ab} ssinia, ind srricd through the iampuign
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there. For these various services he has 3 medals and
3 chaps, and he trusts that ii perusal of the accompanying
copies of testimonials and extracts from General Orders will
shew that he always did his duty with energy, zeal, and
success.
In September 1859 the corps was transferred to the

regular Army on the Bengal Establishment, in which it still
exists as the 32nd N. I. (Pioneers), and your memoriiilist
was transferred with it as an Unattached Lieutenant with
the permanent appointment of 2nd in Command.
The result of this transfer to the regular Bengal Establish-

ment, and his name having only been entered as a Lieutenant
on the Unattached List from the date of that transfer, he
had not then experience or knowledge enough of the rules
of the service to anticipate; but it has been that every
oflieer who entered the service between 27th June 1857
and September I859 now stands senior to him in the Army
List, and that he has even been superseded by 2 oflicers
borne on the same Unattached List as himself, who had not
received their first commission from the ranks until after he
had served in the field as Adjutant, 2nd in Command, and
even as Commandant of a Regiment.
Under these circumstances, your niemorialist most respect-

fully petitions that the commission of Captain may be allowed
to date from 27th June 1869, that being 12 years from the
period of his joining the Regiment as Adjutant, instead of
the 4th July 1871, and that thus the supersession under
which he at present labours may be obviated; and that,
having then completed the full term of 20 years’ service,
he may (in accordance with the annexed letter A 1) be
promoted to a substantive Majority, or, should that be con-
sidered inadmissible, that he may obtain a Brevet Majority
in consideration of his field services; and in support of this
petition he trusts that His Excellency will take into con-
sideration tlie fact that he is now the only officer in the
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service who commanded a detachment at the assault of
Delhi who has not already obtained this rank, and that
perhaps there is no previous instance on reeord of an ofl'ieer
who has frequently commanded ii regiment in action and
in the field, remaining so long without hrevet, if not sub-
stantive rank, as a Field Oflicer.
And your petitioner will ever pray, hie.

JOHN ("HAl.MEllS, (‘iu"r-mi,
I 'uatlmhri1 Lnl, Bongo! Amiy.

D\LHut'8lE, 20!/i Judy 187?.

A1.
}J.rl‘:'a1't Qfa 1.: ftcrfimn flu‘ Na rvfriri; to flu (i'oi'i'i mm m‘ of

India, illilitziiy Ill}.-rutrmwf. to thi Jifjiihrnt-(»'ruriul,
JYO. 47-1:, cltilrrl ‘H-f/I Ur |‘uiu'r 1379

(Pririm. l mid 2.)
l. l um directed to iiehiioiileihie the receipt of )t>lll‘ letter

noted in the margin submitting :1 IItt'IIl01'1i.ll from
tllheiis l’ui

('aptain J. ('iiAi.\u‘Iii-, with the ('oM\i\\mii-ii\- '~l|l}|].|I\ :-mm;
(.'Hii-'|-"- reeoiniiieiidatioii that the rank of Major N:",;‘,:?‘:,:’.“
in the Army he conferred on that ollieer. and lllllll Lilli
further that Captain ('iiu.\iI-:iia' preiions wriiee J'“"" 13"‘
be allowed to count towards pension.

2. In reply, I have to state for "ls Eu l:.l.l.I- at i ti informa-
tion that Captain CHALMERS present (‘0l'l"lIl'll'i-Bit!!! li:ii'inp; lIt'l‘ll
bestowed on him in accordance with the htafl‘ (rirps rate
of promotion, His Eu-elleney the (iovi-ziii-oii-(iiM-"Ml III
Council regrets to be unable to reeonnnuiil him for the raiil-c
of Major when he has only been 14 months a ('aptiiin. * “ “

Torr F.i'imii1,
(Signed) (.3. E. HOIMES. (‘oiniii=:i.,

Deputy Adjutant Umrml.
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S'1‘ATEMEN'l‘ OF SERVICES OF CAP'.l‘AIN JOHN
FIIALMERS, UNATTACHE1) LIST, H.M.’S
BENGAL ARMY.

In May 1857 Mr. (‘iiu.m:n~. had been 9 years in Govem-
ment employ and nearly 8 in India; was a passed Civil
Eiigiiieer, and officiated as Executive Engineer, lst Division
Lahore and Peshawur ltoad.
During that and the following month he raised and

drilled 4-00 recruits for a new Punjab Regiment, and forti-
fied a post at Gujramiala for the protection of the Treasury
and officials.
On the 27th Jone H57, by order of the CHIEF (‘omnis-

-.ioNsn of the Punjab, he joined the 24-th Punjab Pioneers
yd, ,,,m,,,,,_,,,, (non the 32nd N. I.) as Adjutant, with the
4- local rank of Ensign, and served with them
throughout the M iitiny, doing at all times the additional
work of Assistant Field Engineer.
During the siege of Delhi lie nas constantly employed

1,-,,;, ,,,,,,,.m,,.,.,, in the batteries and trenches; and at the
1\»1i- 9- ""115 assault commanded the ladder party with
General Nieiiotsiiii s column, for which he has a medal
and clasp.
In September 18-‘IT he became 2nd in Command, and

'|;r,_,k ,m,e,m,,, shortly afterwards Officiating Commandant of
13- the Corps.
When ofliciating as (ommandant duriiig November 1857,

p.,,;,.,,,,,,,_,,,,,,.,,, he was employed in the Agra district, and
A and 9- whilst seriing with a force under Col. HENNEBBY,
led the assault on 5 fortified villages.
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At Allumbagh he was engaged twice with the enemy,

and served during the siege and capture of 1.-,4, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,
Lucknow as 2nd in (‘oiiiinand of the 1-‘H-llt 13-
and as Asst. Field Eiigiiieer, for which he has a clasp.
From Lucknow he marched to llareilly iiith (General

W.\i.Poi.i:'s Column, and was present at the ;-,,;, ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
affairs at Rhuiya and Alliigiiiige and at the -'\-
taking of Bareilly.
In June and July I8 Th he built li.irrael<s and

fitted eiiistiiig lniililiiigs at liareilly for the :,~',.1l',':_"L';_':'H
accoiniiiodatioii of the third lligliliiiulers and '-"“'1"t""1l “I
a wing of the -1-‘.£nd lligliliiiiders. mu nuwmd
in August and September l'- ‘it he iortiheil Pliilibeet and

Noorj a, and repulsed an attack oi the enemy on the latter
place and led the assault oii the i-iiciiisbs hhamunnfl
position at Sirpoori-.1, Lilsing tiio 'l'|)tltllltit‘l' ll s La lit
brass guns. About the saine time be was f,"'fil:;;;'_‘,:,:,"
promoted to a local lienten iney, and iii recog- lid-' Iww 1"“-
nitioii of these ‘stt'tl('t‘s he nas, sonic years A
afterwards, permitted by an order of the (ioviriior-(ieiiernl
in Council to draw Assistant Field ltiigiiieers allowances
iii addition to those of ‘ind in ('oininand ishil-it with the
Regiinent, but very soon this advantage was lost by his
being obliged to leave the (‘orps througli ill health.
In Septeiiiber I859 the 21-tli Punjab Pioneeis was trails-

ferred to the regular l'ieiig.il ltstalilisliiiieiit as the stth l\. 1.
(subsequeiitly altered to the 32nd N. l ), and Lieut ( iisuiliiu
was brought on the strength in the rank he then held,
viz. Lieutenant, lint was placed on the unattached list, -an
arrangement by which lie lost many advantages he rnight
otherwise have enjoyed.
in December 1855), being then in temporary (‘oniiiiaiid of

the 32nd N. 1., he went on the first Waaari eitpeditiou
under General Sir Ni~=:vii.i.s. (‘iiiiina-ainiisi, who strongly re
commended him to Government as especially qualified to

149



APPENDIX
raise and Command a Pioneer Regiment for service in
China. _
From January 1860 to April 1863, with the exception of

the time taken up with the second Wazari expedition, he
was constantly employed with a wing of the 32nd N. I.
3,, mnexme in excavating the tunnel under the Indus at
K Attock, and in constructing a towing-path on
the bank of the river. In April and May 1860 he com-
manded a detachment of the Regiment over 400 strong on
the second Wazari expedition under General Cnaiinnnnalri,
and was favourably mentioned in the report of the Chief
Engineer; Indian medal and clasp
In April 186%, after 1'5 years’ continuous SCHICC in the

plains of India, he nas compelled by ill health to leave the
Regiment and seek for temporary (‘ivil employment in a
Hill climate.
In December 1867 he was directed to organise a

corps of muleteers for '>t'l'V1CC in Abyssinia, and in 15
days he enrolled. clothed, and armed 174-0 men, and
succeeded in landing them all at Zoolla in serviceable
condition by the 11th February 1808, except 4 who died
on the passage
On his £l.I'1‘1\8l in Abyssima, his services were placed

at the disposal of the (‘hief Engineer, and he was
directed to make .i road through the I-ladoda pass. at
this work he coiitinueil until its further prosecution nas
rendered unnecessary by the fall of Magdala, Abyssinian
medal.
At the end of April 1868 lie nas sent to Europe on

Medical Certificate for the first time in 20 years, and was
unable to return until October 1870 by reason of constant
returns of the fever contracted in Abyssinia, thus losing
the valuable stall‘ appointment of Deputy Conservator of
Forests in a Hill district.
In April 1871 he was appointed Barrack Master at Delhi,
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and in July 1871 he was promoted to the rank of Captain
Unattached; he continued in Delhi as Barrack |r“k ,,,,,u,u“
Master until April 1876, giving satisfaction to L 35-
all his Departmental superiors, when he was obliged from
weakness of sight, much aggravated, if not originally
brought on, by exposure on Field service, again temporarily
to seek relief in a Hill climate

JOHN i H 'iL\ll'lRS, ( irriiii,
I iiolhiilml List, Bengal rlrniy/.

Di! iioi. sri , flu’ 204'}: July IHTT

A

Elitmii‘ of M film fmm (‘ii-"ins. Giiiiu-ii, liriigul
E'1i_gwiur~i, ('0imiiniirlm_.5g Q-l-Hi P I , in (‘maxi-i
Biiiiii hiiirii, (‘ ll.

I ‘HIP biiimiiim-uiii-, 1‘lUi (litiibci H is

S|ii,—\lii JOIIN ("iiAi\ii-as who nus as Assistaiit lliigiiieer
on tlill. Lulioie and l'esli.iwiir lloail, Jfllllttl nic at Pliillour
on the ‘:31'tli .liiiie I857, by order of the ( liiel ( miimissioiier
nl the Puiiyab, and inurclied by do-iililc iiiarclii-s without
tents to Delhi, which we icacliul on tlii. ‘ltli July, Just in
tiiiic to take part in the action oi that day
He was appointed Local Ensign, Ailyiitant iii the PUIIJRIJ

l’ioneer:=, and Asst Field lliiginecr, and iii these uip.ii-ities
gave the greatest satisfaction to every one under whom
he served. In the assaiilt, coniinandul .i ilctachinent of
the Regiment forming part of the Column under General
Nicaouon which stormed the lircath between the Kasliniir
Gate and the river. l-Ie was constantly employed in the
City up to its final reduction on the 20th September.
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The Command of the Regiment then becoming vacant by

my departure on sick leave, Ensign Ci~iiiLiians was appointed
to oficiate as Commandant, and acted in this capacity until
the 1st December, during which time he twice led detach-
ments in the assault of fortified villages.
An extract of a letter from Major HENNEBSY, who com-

manded on these occasions, is attached hereto.
In February 1858, as Adjutant of the Regiment, he ac-

companied it with the (‘ommander-in-Chief’s forces from
Futtygui-li to Cawnpore, and thence marched with the
Engineer Brigade to Allumbagh, and was present in the
skirmishes of the 21st and 23rd February, and through the
operations against Lucknow, from the 2nd to the 16th
March.
In April he joined General Wai.i=oi.E’s column as officiat-

ing 2nd in Command of the Regiment, and was present at
Rhuiya and Allygunge and at the capture of Bareilly, and
he constructed barracks lor the European troops at that
station.
In July he was again appointed to ofiiciate as Com-

mandant of the Regiment, and marched with 200 men to
Philibeet, which he put in a state of defence. On the
29th August he went with 100 men to put the thanah of
Nooriya into a state of defence, and, in conjunction with ii
small party of the 2nd Bengal Cavalry, drove back a superior
force of the enemy with 3 guns who attacked him. On
the 30th August he led the infantry in the attack on the
enemy’s position at Sirpoorea, and his detachment captured
two nine-pounder guns. For this he was mentioned most
honourably in despatches.

(Signed) W. H. GULLIVER, Carraiis, ENGINEERS,
Coimiianding 26!]: P. I.
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B.
(‘op_v;qf'a Lvflrr fi-om (‘av-1'.u:~: M.u'x—-1-1.1., (bmdg. Bengal

.\§'u)l]H'r'.<r and J1im rs.

I ill: Jnnumjq 18.55].
ENBIGN (‘nu.\wn- was 1-|npl0}et| under me during: the

siege of Delhi. I h.ul op|mrtumt|e:» there aa Flt-Id Iingmc-er
of the trencheq and :1» rhreetur of the right attavh, Hf re-
markmg him
He always perfisrnned his dut_\ 1110'»! thnruughi)',aml hy

his intelhgm nee, hls ulerg) mu! the mlm1rnl1h- mamur in
winch he mauagul the nu-11 under haw euI1||m\|1(i,dui must
unportaut servlee hm .11-ds l'urth1 rung the marks, espemally
at the must 1mpm't:ml pt-.104], vu irmn the Tth to the H-th
September 185?, when the 1\'uri\'-. were rapnll} pu~l|et| on
under the close fire of the p|.u e
On the mght of the Tth, the fir-.l he.wy lmttery oi ll)

gum», “hut-h it aw» 0F thr. utmost nnportnnee tn finish in
the mght, huth ts to li.'- hr-armg on the phm 01' athu-k
and for the smmg nf life, W4-\_, emltrary to gelwral eatpt (‘ta
tion, enmpletecl, .m<l the gum tnalaled tu “pen as 1! “aw
light.
No mstance had before occurred nf sn can mu e -1 battery

hemg ennstrueted m so shurl. 0. tum, .uu| I tank mmnly
indebted to the .1s=sist:mce of En~.1p;n l ll\L\lHl'~ an eiTeetmg
this operation.

1 speak myself oi what I imve seen ]'1urynIhr'er xnth
whom Ensign Cu.u.M1-In». has served and uhmn I hate -spoken
with on the subject t-ntprexs the szune hugh npimnn 01' ham,
and I shall be glad to find that hm u-rvwe» nu-et Will] the
atiequate reward they douhtit-as ‘mil, Ii rt presented

(Signed) T. lt. MAUNSF.l.I., (‘u-um, 1'1-umrmzrn,
1''¢mnnandmg Sappem and Mme-rt.
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O.

From L'r.-Conossr. Baum Snrrn, C.B., Chief Fngimer,
Delhi Field Force.

I navs: great pleasure in stating that Ensign Joms Cnamans
(Olfg. Commandant 24-th P. I., late Punjab Pioneers) served
under my command at Delhi, from July 1857 to the final
capture of the place. During that period he held the
appointment of Adjutant of the Corps of which he is now
Acting Commandant, and was distinguished for his efiicient
and most gallant discharge of every duty in camp and in
the trenches. Peculiarly qualified for his position by the
confidence felt in him by his men, I believe the highest
credit to be due to him for the manner in which a new and
suddenly raised corps was organised and fitted to render
most valuable service during the siege.
Since the time above alluded to, Ensign CHALMERS has

been constantly employed on active service in Oudh and
Rohilcnnd, maintaining the same high character which he
so wortlnly earned for himself at Delhi. It will give me the
sincerest pleasure if my testimony to his soldierly qualities,
high personal character, and valuable services should be
useful to his interests.
I can conceive no ofiicer better qualified for the command

of a corps of Pioneers formed from the Muzbee class than
Ensign Cnmmsas; he thoroughly understands them, whilst
they seem equally to appreciate him. _

(Signed) BMRD SMITH, L1‘.-Cowman,
late Chief Engineer Delhi F. Force.

Ca1.cU1"ra MINT, 7t/z October I858. '
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D.

From Liizur.-Cotoxizi. H izirsi-zssr, Comiminding .-{gm
])it‘I~t‘i01t Polii i'.

Local. ENSIGN ("ii\i.:ui:ns and ll party of 70 or 80 Muzliee
Sikhs were employed under my orders, in Deeeiiilier last,
in an expedition against rebel ulliiges on the biiiiks of the
Ootangan river in the Agra district.
From the very diflieult nature of the country Ill \\lltt‘ll

these villages are situated, and the l'iieilities fiir escape, the
insurgents were very hold, tiring on my party imil holding
their positions up to the last nioineiit, and then plunging
into the ravines
Five villages \i ere attai l-ted and l'¢tI"I'll“(I ilurmg the t‘\pt‘tIl-

tion, and I always employ ed Eiisigii (‘ii \isii-ii- and his party
of Muzbees in front iis skirmishcis, on llttlllx as eon-iers
They ailianceil on all occasions with great spirit under the
matclilock fire of the enemy, -ind hail usiiall_i ilaslieil on
and cleared the villages before the rest of the force Inul
come up
In pursuit through the r.ivines the Mualieis uire \er_s

etlicient in running in upon the irisurguits and killing great
niirnheis of them, always most. adiniralily iinil giillaiitly It"tl
by Ensign Cli iiniiriis.
In camp he held his men under perfect eoiitrol and l liiul

every reason to be perfectly satisfied niih him and the
Muzbee Sikh Sappers during the time they mere uoilei
my command.

(Signed) J IIENNESSY, M uoii.

4&6“ 1., -.§c’plr. I8;-I8.
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E.
Tue recommendation sent. to Government by General
Sir R. Karma, K.t‘.B, for services in Lucknow, has unfor-
tunately miscarried and been lost, but the nature of it can be
gathered from the ‘\lllJj0IIIB(l letter from Lt -Colonel Tavnon,
Engineers, Commanding Bengal Engineers there :--

Cam» C1-1|. noon, 2511: Oct. 1858.
MY DEAR Cu-u.m.u-,, —There is now little doubt but that

the recommendation in your favour which I sent in, in March
last, has not reached its destination. (“aptain Hvrcnmsou,
who was our Major of Brigade at that time, as you will
recollect, assures me that it received Brigadier-General
N\I'lEIt s support. and uas forwarded on tvso days after it
had been received.
Further than that I have not yet traced it, but it appears

to be beyond doubt that it has not reached either the
Adjutant-(lent-ral's Oflice in the Field, or the Military
Secretary to Guternment vnth the Gm ernor-General. It
IS many days since I wrote to (ienl. Naval-"It on the subject,
and l now shortly expect to hear from him what has
happened, but l am sorry to think that, whatever may
have been the cause of the delay, your prospects have not
been improved by it.
As to the eventual result there can be no doubt. Your

services throughout the Mutiny, and more particularly
during the siege-= of Delhi and Lucknow, and the minor
engagements in the IIll'.('l'Hll, render you sure of a oom-
nnssion. I hope, however, that your reward will not stop
here; your exertions in Ofgflfllblltg the Regiment deserve
the greatest praise. You entered upon the duties of
Adjutant when the corps was first raised in July last year,
and l consider that to your excellent management is mainly
to be attributed the good feeling existing among the men,
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and the sound state of discipline attained by the eorps
under the disadvantages of incessant work and detached
duty.
I know of no one better qualified for, or having lllgller

claims for, the appointment of ‘2nd in (‘oiiiinaiid of flu.
Pioneers than yourself, and your getting it iioiild he ii
matter of satisfaction to all who were associated iiith the
corps in times of no ordinary ditlieulty, and \\ ho knoii how
much it owes to you.-—Believe me, sincerely yours,

(Signed) ALEX. TAYLOII, LIEUTIIN \\1'-(‘oi.oivii,
{rile (imiiiiriiidmg Bongo! L'iigiui'i-rs in Hie Field.

F.
Eirtract qfa Li’ti!¢’r firiiii Biiii. iii-ii ii Tiioi I’ In flu 1): Pt i'i

Amii l‘AN’1‘-GILNEIZAI. Qf the Dizii i-ioii,_fii.- i-iimniiiiiii iiiiiiii
to Hi-i Exvi:i.i.i-:\i'i' Hie (‘min 't\l)i ii-iv-('iiii-i.

liaiii:ii.i i , 5i-‘Ii Jii-{i; 18'»:-i.
To the Brigatlierlieneral, vi ho has (litll) seen their iiorh

progress immediately under his onn iiispi-etioii, l iieeil
hardly say that to the indefatigable i-iii-rtioiis and good
inaiiagement of Ensign (‘ii-iiiiiins and his §tll.lUl‘tlIlltllt"\, iiii
iie mainly indebted for the speedy arid elliiieiit HlrllllIt‘i' iii
which the liarrneks at this station llclt e hei ii got ri-ad_i
l can safely say that, during a eontiiiiioiis ‘-t'l‘\lf'{' ul llt'&.l.I‘l\
thirty eight }'(-iirs in lndia. l have !It"\tI iiii-t iiith so
eflicient, practical, liardnorkiiig, and viilliiig .i mini as
Ensign (‘iiai.\ii-.ii- ; and with such an tMtIII]Il(' liiiore tlii-in
it is not to he vvondcred at that his suliordiiiatis are, iii
their ilitferent positions, quite its efiii-iuit its liini ell‘

(Signed) ('()l.l\I 'lItf)['l’ lhiiI=\1>1'".
('iiniiru'im1in&.' of li'iiri'ii'/if
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G.

Copy of a Lcttrr from Baichsoiaa COLIN 'l‘aour, Com-
mandmg at Bareifly, to Sin JOHN LAWRENCE, K.C.B.

B.\aa|i.i.v, 15th July 1858.

Mt nun Sin Join,-I have a favour to ask, and as I
know you are a maii of sharp practice who don't like your
time taken up with humbug, I'll come to the point at
once
I want you to give the Command of the 24-th Punjab

Infantry to Ensign (‘uriisiiais during the temporary absence
of the Commanding Oifiiei
I never sau oi heard ot Ensign ( ii \im'na iii my hfe until

my arrival here, hut I am so much indebted to him for the
willing iiiiil able manner in \\I\l(‘I\ he has aided me in housing
the European soldiers at this statmii, that I consider him
mirth) of il-l'l}I.l\\I1g I can get for him
I proiiounce him to bi. the uimt practical, tfl1(‘l£'IllZ, hard-

aorlung inaii that I haw our had to do “tut during my
service of l1t"fl.I‘l_) ‘£8 years. and l declare to yin that, but
for I114 able and read; lqqlfltllltt‘, “e neur could have got
the European troops under cover before the rains set in,
so that, iii asking for him ishat I do, it is purely on public
grounds, as some little ruuiril for his labours and fatigue,
and considering that he has been through the whole of the
ciiiipmgii, from first to last, l hope }ou will not think I
have asked too much for him
Trusting you are keeping your health, I am, my dear

Sir John, very SIHCCTPI} }ours,

(Signed) coma TROUP.
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H.
From CAPTAIN R. Luiiiixs, 17th P. L, Commmidmg

of Philibeet.
I I-IERFBY certify that Ensign CIHLMERS, Oflig Commdt

24-th P I., arrived at Philibeet on the ‘-27th Jul}, MIIOC uhich
time he has aflbided me much assistance, hating placed the
City of Philibeet in a complete state of defence, and from
thorough knowledge of Field Iliigiiiecring in all its branches,
his services have been most uiluahlc to inc
He went out to Niima uith 11.3 iiicii of Ina Itcgiiiieiit on

the 28th Auguat and fortifiul the thinah thcre, and alien
attacked by the rebils uhilst at nurk, drme them hack to
Sirpoorea Ensign t H \l \IFns ilsn “as pitsuit iii the BlIg'l1gt.-
ment with the l‘(‘lHl loru at hirpoor-..a on the ttlth August,
and led the €l\1I‘|IlI'il‘|("l"'-i on that occasion, captiiring 2 out of
the 4- gum. tahui from the enuiiy, and he and his ini n acre
l'lIg‘I'Il) spolseii ot iii l iuit ( uiilifll s despatch
I can only sa) th it Ensign (|i\1MI- Its is a iiiost 11 aloua and

indefatigable 0l'lI(Ll', and I brought hiiii [Il'(Jl'I1lIltIll.I} to thi
notice of I-In I xi 1-ii 1-si \ l’.Il(, ( oivinisui-ii-ns-( un='|- in iiii,
despatch of the ilst August List

(blglletl) ROB] R1 SUN I \lll\l\H ( -gm um,
(nrmutlfltllng H! 1’/it/tlml

I
Trina Mama but lliiiiusi , ( oiiirnmidiiig ‘lad

Pmyab ( at aha;
Local. Eisaiosi Joiis L iiauii-liq, in l.t..l'I'lp0l'¢l.l'} I omiiiaiid of

the '24-th Itegiineiit of Pun] 111 Itlfllltf), st ru il imilrr in)
command in the attack and defeat of tlii. ri bi ls at ‘nrpoorea
on the 30th August 1858
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I had, on previous occasions, remarked the control and

discipline maintained in the 24th P. I. by Ensign Cniiuilias,
and it was owing to the report made to inc of the very steady
and excellent behaviour of the detachment under his com-
mand at Nuriya on the 29th August, that induced me to
give that detachment the lead in the assault of the enemy's
position at Sirpooi-ca on the morning of the 30th August,
and their conduct was beyond all praise.
Ensign (‘iiiuiriis merited my warmest acknowledgments

for the steady and determined manner he led his men to the
attack on the enemy's guns.
Indeed. I consider the complete success of the action to

be due to the gallant lieliaviour of Ensign (‘n.sLMnns and
his detaehiiient.

(Siuiicil) SAM. BROWNE, Miuoa,
Fomiiimiding Qad I’. C.

Piilliiiizi-"r, Sept 2.24-Hi, I358.

K.
Iiifrai i‘ from flu‘ Pl \'.I in Gov!-.ii\'\ii:i~:'r GAZL'l'I‘E,

No. 44-, ilofirl Ls! Jmic 1861.

'l'lll"I lNl)I'ti Tl'\'1'\'l'ZL.

Mrznonasiii si in "lb llosoi It 'rnr I411-Jl 1.-tiovi-ziiiviiii, l'i iwaii.

By Authority -
I visited the Tiiniicl at Attock on the 30th April, and as

the work is one that excites considerable interest, I propose
briefly recording vihat I savi I asked Lieut. Ciiatllans,
Assn-tant Field Engineer, who accompanied me, for a
ineinoraiiduni slioniiig the progress made, and the present
state of the viorks. His iiieiiioranduni is so full and com-
plete, aceoinpauicd, as it is, by a sketch, that I prefer
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transcribing it for the information of the Supreme Govem-
ment.
I can add that the work it being carried on must vigor-

ously night and day, and that there docs not appear to
exist in the minds of any o. doubt as to the -zucrcss of
the work. The (lt*t'p€.">t portion of the clumm-l has been
passed, and the rumbling oi‘ lmulilc-rs owrhcml, (‘fll‘l'lt'(l along
by tho rapid rush of the current, llllh hm-n 0('('Itt:lDllIlll_\.' lmml.
Major R011!-‘.itl‘suN, the projector, h-ts gone to lilugloml,

aml will pI1l'Cll:t»t* ulch lnaclumwy a- In rt-quareul. Captain
SANDIL KINDS is bllp€‘!'IIltt‘IllllI1g tho work in hi» nliselim.-, but
the hard work of C‘C(‘tlW‘I.l.lIl\L',' fall!» on Lwut. (‘nu ‘mm of the
24-th Punjab Infantry and l'll‘\ gollmit i\lu.rhu- |nnu*r~, outed
by six European nnm-rs. All nrv iliilcfaitigalalt-, aml work
with the greatest tpint.
The natives of the country arr greatly mt:-rc-tr-cl in the

work, and thmls for more of at tlmn the Railway worlta, or
aystem of 1'1-lvgrapli I1m:~. Hun} 1-moo from 1|:-itant pl.-wt-s
to visit it, esp;-mall} from l‘It*)'ul1(.l the Khyhvr.

(filgncll) li M()I\'|Gfi!\ll".liY,
LI'¢'uJe':m:u'-Goa: 4 mm . l'ur§;r:!|,

ll1n:u~:u»o|u., talk Ma_y 1861.

L.
7*?" -‘>"- Erftntt Qf (inrrivrm (lrd: r In; ('01 E"-. Ill!-1 III la,
Eulrngltllli.

( ‘mu.-nandiug at I); flu.

I):-Lm, 1.116 Jpn! IHT2.

(‘o|,o:~:-1. Bu-.: nu: also dosiros lu r:-curd ll!‘-> vnhre flat:-»
faction with tho very 1.-fiicient manner an who-h the duties of
Barrack Mastrr hmre, for the hut Ii Inonlln, lwrn performed
by Captain CIIALNEHSI
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M.
Errtmct of a note from Mame WARD, R.E., to
CAPTAIN Cnanmans, Barrack Master, Delhi.

Dated Damn, 14th January 1876.
[Just after the visit qfH.R.H. the Prince ofWalea]

MY nman Cm\Lm:ns,--I am much obliged to you for all
you have done for the Camp, which has now passed of
without a single complaint.

(Signed) D. WARD, MAJOR, R.E.

TRUE Exwnacws,
(Signed) G. B. WOLSELEY, CAPTAIN,

Station Slafl' Oflioer.

Extracts fiom General Orders by the Right Hon’bZe
the Commander-in-Chiefl

Aow'mN'r-GEmz:aa1.’s Oenca,
ALLAHABAD, 6th November 1858.

B3; the Right IIon”bZc the GOVIIRNOR-GLNER.\L or Inum.

A1.mmnan, lat October 1858.
No. 4-41 of 1858.—The Right Hon'b1e the Governor-

General is pleased to direct the publication of the following
letter from the Adjutant-General of the Army, No. 909 of
11th Sept. 1858, forwarding one from Brigadier-General
Wnnrom, C.B., Commanding Rohilcund Division, enclosing

162



APPENDIX
a report from Captain LARKIN8, Commanding at Philibeet,
of a very successful aflhir with the rebels at Sirpooi-ea, in
the neighbourhood of which they were defeated by Major
S. J. BROWNE of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry with considerable
slaughter and loss of their guns and camp.
The Governor-General cordially concurs with His Excel-

lency the Commander-in-Chief in the unqualified approbation
His Lordship has expressed of the ability and the daring
spirit evinced in this affair by Major Browne. His Lordship
also highly approves of the conduct. and gallantry of the
other oflicers, Lieut. G. G. CUNLIFI-‘E, Lieut. E. Cniioiii,
Local-Ensign Cnimmiins, etc., and of the whole of the men
engaged on this occasion.

No. 909.

From Tin: A1i.IrT.\i~c'i'-G1-1si~.ii.i1. 0i~ THE Aiuiv, to Tm.
Si-:ciiu'i‘Aiii' 1'0 rm" Govi2iix:\iF\:'i' 01-‘ I\:ni.=i.

Sm,-—I have the honour, by direction of the Commander-
in-Chief, to enclose for the informatioii of the Right Hon’ble
the Governor-General, a letter from Brigadier-General
\VaLroi.ir, C.B., Commanding Rohilcuiid Division, No. E320
of the -1-th iiist., forwarding a report (with enclosure) from
Captain R. LUIKINS, (‘omniandiiig 11-'th P. l., and at Phili-
beet, of a very successful affair with the Ttilittls at Sirpoorea
in that neighbourhood, iii which the latter vac-re defeated
with considerable slaughter, and viitli the loss of their guns
and camp.
l-lfs Excellency desires to record his high approval of

the spirit and ability evinced in the afliiir by the Ciiiiimaiiilcr,
Major Browne of the find P. C., whose very severe wound
causes much regret to Sir Comm Ciursi-31.1.. His Excellency
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further recommends to His L‘ordship's notice the other
gallant oflicers and men engaged on this occasion.

(Signed) W. MAYHEW, LT.-C01“,
Adjutant-Geneml of the Amy.

Hssnouanrnns, ALLAHABm,
111k September 1858.

To Mmon-Gnnnnnr. Sm \V1u.1sM MANSFIELD, G.C.B.,
Chiqf of the s*u;,f.

NYNEE TAL, Sept. 4-tk, 1858.
Sm,_.* * * I beg to bring to Hrs Excnu.eNcY’s notice

Ensign C:-mtmsns, 21~th Punjab Pioneers, who led the
Infantry on this occasion, and whose conduct is highly
spoken of. I am glad to have the opportunity of testifying
to the indefatigable zeal and intelligence displayed by this
ofiicer on all occasions when his services are required,-
especially by the assistance he has offered in constructing
temporary barracks for the English troops at Bareilly, in
consequence of which they have been quickly and remark-
ably well housed.

(Signed) R. WALPOLE, BRIGADIER-GENERAL,
Commanding Rohilcund Division.
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No. 55.

To THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL or ran ARMY.

Aniiv Hsaoowinrsns, ALLA!-IABAD,
Came PiiiLisEn'r, Isl September 1858.

Sin,--For the information of His Eaci=:i.i.i-incv the Con-
MANDER-IN-CHIEF, I have the honour to report * * * Captain
BROWN]-E‘. speaks highly of the conduct of all engaged, and
of the steady advance of all under the fire of the enemy’s
guns; but most especially of the steady advance of the
skirmishers of the 24th Punjab Infantry led by Ensign
Ciisiaisns.
I would here beg to bring Ensign CHALMERS, Ofliciating

Commandant, asth P. I., prominently to the notice of His
EXCELLENCE the Cosisiaunsa-in-(.niLF for his indefatigable
zeal and energy at all times and under all circumstances
Since he arrived at Philibeet he has placed the City in a
thorough state of defence, and his thorough knowledge of
Field Engineering in all branches has been of the greatest
service here. As soon as he arrived, he threw up a bridge
head for the protection of the bridge of boats, to enable us,
in the event of wanting assistance from Bareilly, to lseep our
commuiiicatiori open Vtlth that station, and although the
river rose so high and almost destroy ed it, as soon as the
water subsided he set to work, and in less than three days
had another bridge head completed. besides this, between
Sunday and Monday morning last he had completed the
entrenching of Nuriah (although part of the day under fire),
and there is now a police force there of 300 men and the
police chauki re-established. Much praise, I consider, is
due to Ensign CHALMERS for all that he has done since he
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has been here, which is my reason for bringing him pro-
minently to the notice of His Exennmqcir the Communa-
in-Cnimr. ‘

(Signed) ROBERTSON LARKINS, CAPTAIN,
Commanding at Philibeet.

To Carrain S. BROWNE, Commanding Detachment.

Cane NURIAI-I, 29th August 1857.

Sin,--I have the honour to report for your information
* * * that great praise is due to Ensign Cnannnns and
the detachment of 24-th Punjab Infantry.

(Signed) E. CRAIGIE, Lnum, 2nd Pumas CAVALRY,
Commanding Detachment.

To C.A1"I‘.\lN LAIIKINS, Commanding at Philibeet.

Pmi.ini-:s'r, August 31st, 1858.

Sin,—-In consequence of the iiicapability of Captain
Bnownn to report the occurrences of yesterday himself, I
have the honour to report that, agreeably to your orders,
* * * two guns commenced playing with round-shot and
grape upon the advancing line. The skirmishers, led by
Ensign CHALMERS, advanced unshaken at a steady pace, and
without firing a shot, up to within about 30 yards of the
guns, when they poured in a rapid fire and charged up the
ascent.
At the special request of Captain Bnownn, I beg to bring
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toyournoticetliemelfltcedywayinvflliehthewhole
of the infantry advanced under tire of the guns, strictly
obeying their orders not to fire a shot till they reached
them; the advance of the skirmishers under Ensign
Ci-uuamns was the admiration of all concerned.

(Signed) G. G. CUNLIFFE, Linirr,
Commanding Field Detachment.

TRUE Errnacrs,
G. B. WOLSELEY, Carrain,
Statics Stcfl’ Ofiiccr, Delhi.

Printed by 'l. and A Cortsiasi it, Printus to His Maiesty
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