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PREFACE.

I MUST solicit the indulgence of the public For any

shortcomings in the following narrative, as it will

not have the advantage of the authoi"s supervision

while going through the press. I may take this

opportunity of stating that, if the public are sulfi-

ciently interestecl in Rzijpootana matters to nflbrd the

necesszwy encoumgement, I intend to bring out a

second volume, containing an account of the military

operations in Rajpootana and Central India when

the army of retribution took the field.
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THE

MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTORY BIBMAB1{S-Il.L1POOTANA.——A!)JEl?.E.

SOI\IEWI'IAT more than two years have elipseal
since the exciting events occurred, which invested

Indian subjects with so much interest that anyjournal
or record, however hastily thrown together, of any
part or period of the rebellion or the succeeding
campaigns, was sure of .1 favourable reception from
the public. In offering to the world after so long a.
lapse of time anything so commonplace as at narrative
of adventures and experiences during the mutiny,
some apology is needed. I have heen induced chiefly
hy the following considerations to venture upon
publishing the matter which will he found in the
ensuing pag'eS.

First. No narrative, that I mn aware of, has as yet
been written oi’ the mutinics in Itajpootana; and as
the history of the outbreak in almost every other
part of India, and every station, has heen laid before
the public, it seems as if a link in the chain was
wanting as long as there is no account extent of
similar incidents as they occurred in so important a
tract of country as Rajpootana.

Secondly. Although I can scarcely hope that my un-
B
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it THE MUTINIES IN I{A.IP(JO'l‘AI\'.~\. '

pretending narrative will excite much interest in circles
hiiconiiectecl with India, the whole story of the
mutiny and rebellion sccins so wonderful that new
details respectiiig it can hardly fail to he listened to
or read with attention hy any oi those whose lot is

‘cast in India, or who have themselves witnessed
scenes similar to those which I shall attempt to
describe, or hy the il‘iGl\LlS and relatives cl’ my [bllow
exiles who were exposed to the perils which in the
eventful year of 1857 hcfell us all alike.

Tliirdly. \The real history of the mutiny remains yet
to he \Vl‘ltt0l.li£ Years must elapse before such n work
can he nndert:-.lcen with any hope 0F real success, or
any prospect of dealing satisl'actorily with the subject.

Coiiteinporary prejudices must he .'illo\vcd to die out,
iilllfil matters now involved in mystery he cleared up
by diligent and patient inquiry; more evidence must
he collected from every uvailahle source, and the whole

L careihlly compared and arranged. To enable an
historian to arrive at a correct view of the suhjcct,
nothing can he so useful as personal narratives that
enter pretty closely into details, and convey to the
render as much as possihle the very impression
stamped on the mind of the writer hy the events he
is describing. The only way hy which we can hope
to solve the mystery of the mutiny and its origin, is
by tracing evcry_ occurrence step hy step, looking into
every detail, and examining every part of the picture
and every phase of cliarocter presented tons, and then
making whet deductions we can. In the hope that
the following journal may not he without its uses in
this respect, I have ventured upon offering it to the

"world. '
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GENERAL OUTLINE. 3

By the side of the heart~stirring accounts of the
campaign before Delhi, of the sufferings and deeds wf
the Lucknow garrison, of the miseries endured by the
victims of CU.\Vl1pO!‘B and other places, given in such
books as Hodson’s Twelve l'em's of :4 Sol/Zier’s Lj/‘Z1,
Guhhins’ Ill//tin/'es in OM76, Captuill Hutchinson’s
f\'ur1'1//2'z'0, Captain :\lo\\'lJr:1y Tllompsoifs Siary of
C'azwwu2'e, Mrs. Copluncl’s .Es'c/gm _/l'()i/‘Z Gzurdior, and
nuinherlcss others, an account of :1 simple mutiny unat-
tended by inasszicre or assassination to heighten the in-
terest, may SGQI11 but tunic uud unattractive. The
1‘€lJ0lll0l1l1i1S been only too fruitful in themes of tragic
nature. But it was not my lot to he present at Delhi or
Luclznow, or with Sir Hugh R0se’s victorious division
in its triumphnl march 1hroug~l1 Central In(li:1——z1 mili-
tary operation, or rather 11 series of military operations,
that I believe, nll things considered, has scarcely at
parallel in modern history, and whose importalice has
been strangely umlermtell by our countrymen both in
Imliu and Enghuul: it was not my lot to share in
either the greatest dangers or glories of the Wm‘, but
we had, like tho rest, to go tln'oug-11 the ordeal, and
that in u position in many respects peculiar, isolated
as we were in :1 remote corner of Rnjpootunzi, zmclf
indebted For our safety, under Providence, to 2. strange
concatenation of circumstances, over which we had
C(51‘lI{1.l1\ly no control, and which ended in our eventual
escape. Our adventures were not very startling“, nor
our sufferings very severe; We have 110 glorious vic-
tories to chronicle, no massacres to describe; we
drifted into mutiny and we drifted out ; ’:_1nany of our
families found shcltcr at the '.:ou1't of one of the in-
dependent sovereigns of Rnjpootznm,\and' for a while

. B £5
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4: THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

were in safety, but the wave of rebellion rolled in and
at lust threatened us even there. Retreat was cut
off on all sides save one, and on that we were sepa-
rated from the nearest British territory, Sind, by a
large tract of desert, almost uuinlmbitcd, with no
roads, and where water and supplies were scarcely
procurnhle. The commissioners of Sind sent an escort
under the district ofiiccr to aid us; and our party,
increased to six gentlemen, five ladies, and nine
children, wended its weary way for 300 miles over £1.
country almost as sterile as the African desert, and
till that time less often visited by the European tra-
veller, to Hyderabad in Sind. Such is the outline of
the adventures and wanderings it is the purpose of
the following pages to describe.

The accounts of the mutiny at Neemuch and
Erinpoora, and the attack on Mount Ahoo, have been
furnished me by friends \vho were, like myself, cyc-
witnesses of the events they relate.

Had I remained in the army, it would have been
necessary to suppress opinions that I have ventured
to ofller upon events, and in some cases on the cha-
racters of public men. But the deep distrust of the
native soldiers with which the circumstances of the
mutiny inspired me, and (1is€1ppI'OV11l of the vexntious
policy subsequently pursued by the g‘0vcrnme11i;,
induced me, as the only satisfactory course I could
adopt, to resign my commission, when the danger
was past, and to seek employment and support in
another sphere than that in which I had been
engaged during thirteen of the best years of my
life. "
»It is indeed impossible for any one who has not cx-
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TREACHERY OF SEPOYS. 5

perienced it, to realize the full efi”ect upon the mind
and feelings, of a mutiny of a regiment he was warmly
attached to, accompanied as it was by treaclierous
and dastardly attempts at assassination. As the
conduct of the Sepoys was strange and incomprehen-
sible, so was their ingratitude and cowardice and deep
villany utterly beyond the power of language to
describe. That men with whom we had been asso-
ciated for years, whose comforts and welfare we
steadily and consistently attended to, and whose wants
always met with due consideration from our hands,
should have suddenly turned upon us, and attempted
our lives, was so inexplicable, that had I not been
present with the regiment, and witnessed and sufiered
from the outrage, I do not think any testimony,
however nnimpeachahle, could have made me believe
the story. When once the whole truth was realized,
the revulsion of feeling was so strong that I deter-
mined never again to serve with native soldiers in any
capacity whatever. Many of my Fellow ofiieers, who
at the time were, I believe, impressed with the same
feeling, have judged differently, and the new army is
oflicercd by men who have as much cause to complain
of ingratitude and treachery as any of us. Each in-
(lividual can judge best of his own course; but I must
express my surprise at the iY\f2‘tt2l1€J.il-i011 of a govern-
ment which, forgetting the experience of the past, is
content to reorganize a large native Fo1'ce,* now more
numerous than the old,'a1id possessed of all its bad
qualities, with none of its redeeming features.

y The territory of Rajpootaiia consists of a large

* This was written before the late reduction was authorized.‘
I Q
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6 TI-IE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

tract of country between what are called the North-
western and Central Indian provinces on one side,
and the desert bordering on Sind, the territories of
Guzerat and of Holkar, on the other, and includes a.
nuinhcr of independent states. At the courts of
Jeypore, Jodhporc, Bhurtporc, Kotah, Oodeypore,
and Malwa, a British oiiicer always resides as
political agent. The numerous other states, of which
Alwur, Kcrowlee, Tonk, Bilzaneer, and Boondee are
perhaps themostinlluential, are left to their own devices,
and allowed to carry on their own affairs unassisted
or uninterrupted by any British political oilicer at all.
The Goveriior-General’s agent, who usually resides a
great part 01' the year at Mount Aboo, which is about
150 miles from ilodhpore, and just beyond the
proper boundaries of Rajpootana, superintends the
whole oi’ the territory, and all the officers employed
in any of the agencies are under his direct orders.
The difherent states all send their Vakcels or repre-

isentatives to the Governor-G'cneral’s agent in whose
immediate neighbourhood they reside, marching" when
‘he marches, halting when he halts, and repairing
with him to the summer retreat in Mount Aboo.
They assemble at stated times to discuss measures
that may affect their sovereigns’ interests which may
he under the consideration of the British Govermnent
or its accredited agent.‘/\ The plan is, in theory at all
events, an excellent one, and I never heard any argu-
ment adduced against its ‘practice. ',By it, the
Governor~Gcnc1'al’s agent is placed in communica-
tion with the ruler of each petty state ; he can make
his wisl1es,§or the orders of Government, known to
tiiem through the Vakcels, and by them be kept in.
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Formed of everything of rnonient that occurs. The
npp0ii1tnien1:s 5,;-iven to British officers in this de1>ru~t-
nient are generally much coveted. They hegin by
being assistants to the agent, and eventually rise to
he political agents themsclves—the hitter post, on
account of its high salary, inclepenclent position, and
influential character, being a prize clescrvenlly valued.

Rajpootann, in some respects, is one of the most
interesting parts of India. 1t ivas never thoroughly
C0\1(lLlCi'C(ll)y the .\‘[."ili0inetuns. They, indcccl, over-
rau it, captured its most famous shongliolcls, devas-
tated its most fertile (listriets, and destroyed its
richest cities. But the Iliucloo iiilmhitants suc-
ceeded in recovering their iudepemlence, and though
they yielded u nominal subjection to the emperor
who reigned at Delhi, it was always unwillingly
:.1cc0rcle(l, the tribute g1'utlgingly paid, and very fre-
quently withl1chl.H The old Persian histories of the
Emperors of Hintlostzm are full uf stories recounting
the 1n‘0\V€SS of the Rajpoots and the velour of the
Mussulmans, and the pertinacity with which the
war between the races was carrier]. on, and the chi-
valrous vzilour of the leuclers of the Rajpoois, who
pretcrreil (loath to defeat, and frequently divested the
harflly earned victory of their foes of almost all its
value, hy consigning first their wives and families to
death, and then sacrificing themselves by selling
their lives as dearly as they could. In this part of
India. there are spots wlrere the scenery, for grandeur
and wildness and heauty, is not to be surpassed
perhaps by any in the world ; but for the most part
it is e desolate region, fiat antl uncultivated. V} The
traveller passes fur miles unil miles over an enormous

4 -
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3 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

plain where no vestige of a human habitation is in
sight. There is verdure, for the country is by no
memis, as some may be inclined to Fancy it, a. sandy
plain, and if inhabited and irrigated, would doubtless
be most fertile. But where are the inhahitmits?
Judging f'rom appearances you would suppose there
were none. You ride through .11 village, and find it half
in ruins ; the houses that are standing‘, tenanted by a
few male adults ; two or three grown-up women and
half-a-dozen children may stare at the stranger as
he passes along the deserted streets; but there is an
air of desolation and decay and poverty about the
place that forces itself on the attention. The land in
the immediate neighhourlioml of the villages will
perhaps be cultivated, and the road or cart track,
most likely half a foot deep in sand or loose soil, will
run for a little way between hedges i"ormed of the
earth heaped up on each side, and a few dry bram-
bles fixed into the top; you soon emerge, however,
into the jungle again, and ride on for miles and miles
perhaps, before you see another human habitation,
over ground covered with coarse grass and stunted
shrubs; the deer are so unused to being disturbed in
their lonely solitudes by the intrusion of man, that
they come fearlessly almost up to your horse,
or allow you to approach close to them. To lose
one’s way is, as I can speak from experience, a real
evil, for you may have to ride many miles before you
meet zi lnunan being from gvliom you cam obtain
directions or information as to your road.

In the mountainous parts of the country the
scenery changes muoh,':ind becomes bold and grand.
Qrand it "is anywhere, even in its most desolate

i
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SCENERY AND ASSOCIATIONS. Q

wastes, for it is impossible to travel through these
otherwise uninteresting regions without recalling to‘
mind the wondrous traditions of old times, and the
tales of pati-iotisni and chivalry and devotion which
the ancient history of Rnjpootana is so full of.
There is no need of fiction here, where facts are suffi-
ciently imbued with the romantic to satisfy the
imagination of the most wonder-loving reader that
ever perused the pages of Scott, or waded through
the voluminous works of G. P. R. James. Every hill
almost that you see lms an old ruined castle cresting
its summit, to which some tradition is attaclied, and
every now and then you pass the consecrated spot
Where the widow has in days gone by devoted herself to
her deceased husband, and the rude sculpture of tl1e
man on l10\‘SBl)flOl( holding out his hand to the figure of
a woman on foot, carved on the slab of stone, shows
where the sacrifice of the suttee was made. Here you
pass walled cities where in former days a resolute
defence was made against the Moslcm invader, till,
reduced to e.\;tremity, the brave garrison first cele-
brated What they call there ‘jauhar,’ that is they
made £1, huge pile of wood and comlaustihle materials
and kindled it, threw their wives and children, all
they held dear to them on earth, and whose honour
was dearer far to them than life, into the flames, and
after Watching them perish before their eyes, clashed
open the gates of their city and courted death at the
hands of their enemies. . Here you pass the lonely
hermitago by the clear mountain stream in at shady
dell, the shade only too grateful where the hurning
summer sun at mid-day has“ tremendous power,
whither the courtier or the soldier, wearied by the

. ~
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10 TI-IE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
toils of ambition, deserted the world and retired to
hnd his days in peaceful contemplation on the attri-
butes of the Deity. Or you may see in other places
1'l10l1:1StiC establishments, supported by the supersti-
tion of some rajawho, after leading a life of crime,
sought to obtain favour from heaven and satisfy his
conscience by fouiiding" an institution for Jain or
Buddhist priests, on the same system as our n1on:‘.s~
teries.

Everywhere you are reminded of the pest, and
see before you but too plainly the effects of ambition
and avarice. What the Moslem conquerors left un-
finished, the tyranny and selfishness of the rulers of
the laud completed.

In the centre of this wide tract is Q. little district
marked by a red boundary line in the map, asure
sign that the hand of the Anglo-Saxon has been laid
upon it. The principal city in it is Ajnierc, which is
beautifully situated on the shore of u lalte in the
centre of a fertile valley, surrounded by rugged and
\vild mountains of no very great elevation. The
district is called by the same name, Ajmere, and is
presided over by a Civil otlieer, holding the title of
eominissioner. The garrison of the district is quar-
tered at Nussecrzibad, which, being centrally
situated, formed the principal military station for this
part of Rajpootena. Nusseerabad is about sixteen
miles from Ajincre, and stands on a bare rocky plain
about eight miles from the outer foot of the hills that
flank the E. and S.E. side of the valley which I have
alluded to above. The road from Nusseerabad to
Aj mere is a. pretty oiie, leading through the hills and

=-up the pass, from the summit of which you see spread
*‘ '-
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beiore you the green fields of the valley, interspersexl
with clusters of trees, whose rieh foliage forms u plea-
sant contrast to the colour of the inferior vegeta-
tion, While as you advance further on, passing the
city and the romauitic-lookilig old fort, you come upon
the blue waters of the lake, sparkling under the rays
of a bright sun, and :1 gloriously elem" blue sky.

The summit of the highest pearl; about the city is
crowned hy 11 \vhite temnle, a place of Maliometan pil-
griinage, an conspicuous object enou-,1,-h, and very sacred
in the eyes of the devotees, who think, like many of
another faith who ought to know bet-ter, that a compli~
M106 with certain outward forms or orrlinamees will
compensate for non-compliance with others that in-
volve the control of the passions and the exercise of
real devotion.

In the eventful year of I857 there were quartered
at l\lusseemhu<] a battery of Artillery (Native),-—the
some that Fouglit with Sale at Jellnlabad, and earned
undying fa.n1e at that glorious siege,-—-the Ist Bonibay
Lzmcers, and the 30th N. 1., which force was in-
creased on the IstM;1y hy the advent of the 15th
Regiment, N.I.

-
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CHAPTER II.

INTERCOURSE DE’l.‘“’EEN 0l'~‘FT(3E1'L AND SETOY-MARCH TO
NUSSEERAB_\D-—~N['IY\’S OF ‘1'IlE OUTBRE.HC-"GUMDIIEER SING
—-INJUDICIOUE ORDERS—-ATTTIUIPTS TO ALLAY EXCITEMENT
-‘INUSSEERAEAD-——'I‘REC.\.UT1ONS-RELIEF OF A-THERE GAR-

RISOF.

WE landed in Calcutta in February, I857, on my
return from u furlough to Euglzuul on medical

certificate. My regiment, the 15th N. I., was then
quartered at Meerut, destined so soon to become
notorious as the source whence the tempest arose that
desolnted lliudostun. An ofiicer who holds the offiee
of interpreter and quarter-master to any native corps
is necessarily forced into u. more extended intercourse
with natives, sepoys, native officers, and camp fol-
lowers than most others. It is very generally supposed
in England that European officers now-a.-days seldom
muster the language of the men, and keep us much as
possible aloof from them; and it has heen frequently
asserted that in consequence of their departure From
the good old custom, as it is called, of former times,
the mutiny, when it came, tool; us so completely
by surprise. But the fact is, as it will be found when
the dilTe1'entaecounts of the outbreak are examined
and e01npa1"ed,tlmt'tWe were by no means without
,\\'€11'IlilIg‘S. \"\'arnings We had, and plenty of them,
but in some eases \ve_ disregarded them, and in others,
and perhaps in most instances, We were utterly help~

"less from our peculiar position, and the only course open

.
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to us was to hope for the best; our strength was
literally to sit still; in many cases escape there was
none: and no oflieer conld individually act so as to
provide for his own satiety without committing a gross
breach of duty by showing distrust when he was called
upon to exhibit confidence, and hurrying on It cata-
strophe which, to the very last moment, we believed
might not be inevitable. I think all who have passed
through the eventful period of 1857 will agree with
me that the most distressing time of all was the
interval, short in some e:1ses,long in others, which
elapsed before the troops actually declared their muti-
nous intentions. To trust them really was impossible,
at the same time we could not actually distrust them.
Yet it was apparent that an outbreak would occur,
the consequences of which no one could foresee, the
chances of escape varying according to position and
attendant circumstances over which we hud. no control.
Those of us who haul lhmilies to protect, wives and
children, whose fiitc might be so di'e2ulFnl that the
stoutcst heart feared to contemplate it, and the hare
possibility of which wus enough to unnizrn any one,
experienced this anxiety to the utmost But there
we were, day after day, looking out eagerly for
reports, discussing among ourselves anxiously the
signs of the times and the feeling of our men, and the
prospect of their remaining feitlifrrl, or the chance of
escape, or the mode of action to be adopted if they
mntinied. From the first thing at morning to the
lust thing at night we were kept with our mental
energies strained to the very utmost, striving to main-
tain at careless unconcerned demeiinour, and let the
ordinary routine of life go on as usual, lest wc'shoul<l

_____.____,--_ “A-_~ »~--—-—~——-—~-"“"‘ “’ " '



l-L THE MUTDTIES IN RAJPOGTANA.

encourage clisvifeetion by showing want of C0!1fiLl611CC-
Knowing as we clicl wlmt hall occrn-red at other places,
lmcl afraid to impart the horrible information to our
wives, or to breathe of it in our family circle, we were
forced to smile when the heart was sick, and to assume
a tone of‘ confidence and freedom from anxiety, when
we were expecting to hear almost every moment from
the lines the sound of uproar that would heralil in, We
knew, £1 scene of outrage and massacre} We looked at
our wives and little ones, and felt hoxv powerless were
we to save and protect those whom God hacl given us
for protection, how at any moment they might be-
come the prey of .1 lmvluss bloodthirsty rabble, drunk
with lust and fury. Many have complained of the inso-
lence and ill-belmvionr of domestic servants before the
revolt bcgzui, but I saw nothing or noticed nothing of
it. I knew of course that not one was to be trusted in
the hour of neecl, that is, I knew it in my heart of
hearts, but it was Llillicnlt to realize it, and impossible
to act upon it. No W01‘[lS c-an describe the distressing
anxiety, the fearful mental struggle of those few clays.
Looking back upon them from this distance of time it
seems as if months, zry, years must have passed ; yet
when I come to count them they were but about ten
(lays, for the Meernt mutiny tool: place 011 the Ioth
May, and our own broke out on the 28th, and several
clays cl-_ipse<l heihre any news from Mccrnt reached us
in our remote nook in Rzijpootann. Often (lid I envy
from the bottom of my heart the position of most of
my brother officers, who either had their Wives in
England, or were Without any. Several stories have
been told of 0l'fice1's shouting their own wives to save
them fiom falling into the liands of the rebels. I (lo
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OFFICEl1$ AND SEPOYS.

not believe there is any autlienticated instance of such
conrluclt, but I would here observe that though many‘
tales of horror were exaggerated, the accounts of atro-
cities and indignities lieapcd upon the ladies at Delhi
at all events, and many other places, were, alas, no
fabrication. They were too true. This has been
]311;0Ve(l by investigations made upon the spot, though
i e detailed, results of these enquiries will probably
never he made public, and perhaps it is just as well
they should not he. But at the time I speak of, let
the render recollect, we haul had no contradiction of
any of those (lreadful rumours that Were abroad, ancla
soldier mriy be as bravo as a lion, and as brave as 11
British soldier almost always is, but he would have
lieeln niore or less than human had he, in those days,
oo {ea into his wiFe’s and ehildren’s faces and contem-

plated the fate that might hefal them, as it had lJe~
fillleli others, as good, as innocent, and as much
beloved in their own circle as they, without feeling
l1lS lieart sick,

The assertion alluded to zihovc, tlmt officers used to
keep aloof from their men, is quite incorrect. There
were in every regiment some who made it their busi-
ness to study the literature and language of the
country; and all, more or less, were lhmilizw with the
latter, at all events as Fm‘ as colloquial knowlcrlge of
it Wont. Of course there were exceptions, but as a.

§e11e1'=1l rule the behaviour of the European oflicers
was calculated to win the regard and attuclrinent of
the Sepoys. It was cust-olmary to pay them the com-
pliment of going to see their great festivals, nautches,
533- 85°-5 and though we tool; no further part in them,
of course, than looking on, and affebtiug perhaps more
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i 16 run MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

x

interest than we really felt, and talking‘ to the native
'ofiicers, or to some man who acted as steward on the

occasion, we were always conducted to the chairs
placed for us with great ceremony, and our presence
always appeared to give pleasure-—thc dancing, or
wrestling, or singing, or ‘tom-taming,’ whichever it

" might he, went on with renewed zest, and it seemed to
be a point of honour for each performer to redouble
his or her exertions for the especial benefit of the
white-faced spectators. And lest any exception should
he taken to such a proceeding on the ground that
heathen festivals having always more or less con-
nexion with heathen Worship, no Christian ought to
sanction such ceremonies oven by 2. visit, I would
observe that the question, is it right or wrong, must
he traced further hack before it can he satisfactorily
answered. If it he conceded that there was no anomaly
and nothing wrong in an Euglisli gentlernzni and :1.
Christian holding a commission in the late E. I. Com-
pany’s army, a point I never heard disputed, it must
be allowed that officers so situated were hound con-
scientiously to do their duty, the first step towards
which would be to secure the afiection and respect of
those under their command. It was a regular custom
for the sepoys to invite their officers to attend many
of their festivals and ceremonies, and they would have
been undoubtedly hurt by a. refusal. For the latter
to do more than this was not required ; to do less would
have been to lose the greatest ehance of gaining influ-
ence with them. This should have been no inducement
certainly, if the principle he wrong ; but I do not think
it was wrong, and indeed the oflicers of the Bengal

~ Army hive been generally charged with a fault the



ARRIVAL AT xussennnmn. 17
very opposite to this, viz., with neglecting to hold that
intercourse with the Native officers and Sepoys which
their peculiar position rendered necessary.

‘Ye reached Mcerut in the middle of February.
In Man-cli, the 15th N1. was unexpectedly ordered to
l\'usscerabnd, which station, in consequence of troops
having; been withdrawn for the Persian War, was
without its full complement. Colonel Shuldham,
cornmzuuling the regiment, joined us in camp one
march beyond Delhi. Until his arrival, the comnmnd
of the corps had devolved upon me, as next senior. The
colonel was a strict disciplinarian, and in consequence
very unpopular zunong the men, and strange reports
were circulated about us while we were traversing
the desert-like plains of Rajpootana, that his life had
been successfully attempted by some malcontents in
the regiment. However, we reached Nnsseerabad
without accident or adventure, and went quietly into
quarters exactly ten days before the outbreak at
Meernt occurred.

The first thing that aroused our suspicions that
anything wrong had taken place, was the stoppage of
the usual mail from the north-east. By degrees,
rumours gotalaroacl that aserious outbreak had occurred ;
how, I do not know, for no letters were received for
several days. At last these uncertain rumours
assumed amore definite Form. There happenecl to be
at the station a Mr. Courtenay, who kept an hotel at
Mcernt, and had loft his faniily there While he went
:1 tour through the pi'0vinees, in charge of an
equestrian company, giving exhibitions at the different
stations. This man received intelligence that the
troops had broken out at Meernt, that l1lSoWlf<?. and
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r .18 THE l\.[UTII\IES IN RAJPOOTANA.

family had been murdered, and his house burnt to the
ground; all which was but too true: it was added,
that the whole station was destroyed, and every
European, man, woman, and child, at Meerut and
Delhi massacred. This was all we heard for several
clays. At lust more correct accounts reached us from
neighbouring stations, whither they had been trans-
mitted by indirect routes. All the roads were open
to the south, the only one as yet closed being the
direct one from the Punjnuh and the north-west,
Agra, and Delhi. ‘Ye had cause for anxiety, situated
as we were in a remote corner of Rujpootana, sur-
rounded by independent states, who were $4 _;m'o1'i likcly
enough to take advantage of any opportunity that
might odor to aggrandize themselves at the expense
of the British Government. ‘Ne had no European
troops within I30 miles of us, Deesa, in the Bombay
Tresidenci bcino" the nearest varrison where an-): 5 b .l’
English soldiers were quartered; and if the insurrection
or inutiny—for we knew not then, with our imperfect
information, what to call it, or what to think of it—-
had been of such a serious nature as to have made
head at Mceint against a European force, consisting
of the Carabineers, the 60th Rifles, and Artillery, there
was not much reason for supposing that a Queen’s
regiment, the Sgrd, and a troop of European Horse
Artillery, 120 miles ofl’, would he able to afford us
much eflicient aid. “Te were far from believing,
however, that that aid would be required. As
yet, we had no cause for suspecting that our men,
who, be it observed, used to express the greatest in-
dignation at the conduct of their i'ellow-countrymen
at Meeru-t and Delhi, would prove disatfected. The
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NEWS FROM MEERUT. 19

olfiecrs of t-he artillery declared, that let the infantry
do what they might, the artillery, the famous Jello.-
lahad Battery, wouhl never destroy its fair fame, and
ruin the cliaraeter this branch of the army had always
held. In adtlition to these fancied sources of
security, we had :1 more tangible one in the presence
of a regiment of Bombay cavalry (Lancers), which
could not he supposed to sympathize with the
mutinous soldiers of another Presidency.

Still, in spite of these assurances, it was evident that
considerable excitement prevailed, In the lines, in the
bazaar, in the officers’ houses, on the mall, all tongues
were busy, all heads employed in ceaselessly discussing
the events that were in pro;;ress—tl1ei1' origin, their
probable result, their etlects on other parts of India.
The Scpoys were more than usually attentive to their
duties, and more than usually in constant attemlance
upon their officers. But the non-commissioned and
commissioned ofiicers did not hesitate to tell us that
disafibction was rife among certain classes in the regi-
ment; they aclmittecl there were ill-tlisposecl men in
the regiment reazly and willing to create e disturbance,
but they assured us that the well-disposed so far out-
numbered them, that there was not the least chance of
their committing themselves ; and as long as they, the
commissionecl and non-commissioned ofii<:ers, remainerl
faithfiil to their salt, as they were, it was impossible
for anything of moment to occur. ‘ But,’ added
one man, ‘ we are not so sure of the 301211; that regi-
ment we know is mutirfous, and planning mutiny.’
The men of the goth spoke in the same strain to their
oflicers, and impressed upon their minds that though
they were faithful, there was no doubt t-hatthe I5l3l1,
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20 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
that had just conic from Meerut, was deeply imbued
with the spirit of revolt, and haul they remained at
that station, it was arranged that they were to have
taken an active part in the insurrectionary movement
there. The result of this, as evinced in the feelings
and conversation of the officers, was sufliciently
amusing; and although afihirs were regularly assuming
every clay a more serious aspect, it was impossible
not to be struck with the ahsuulity of our position.
The ofiicers of the goth, as I have said, expressed their
firm conviction, that though it was certain that the
15th would break out sooner 01' later, and possible
that the artillery would join, their men, who were
stanch, would he sufiieient, heeded by all the Euro~
peans in the place, to capture the guns and protect
life and property. The ofiieers of the 15th said the
same, and the artillery likewise, only that each
reckoned on his own corps, or branch of the service,
as alone ihithful and trustivorthyg it was indeed
Q2:-irqzm suos, every oflicer maintaining not merely
that his own men were the only faithful ones, hut
that the safety of the station, and of our own lines,
depended on them. The cavalry oliiccrs were, on the
other luunl, confident that though the Whole of the
Bengal troops at the place were mutinous, and might
break out any clay or night, one charge of the invin-
cible Lancers would at once put down any attempt at
revolt. And this feeling was not confined to offioers,
hut found expression even in the regiments them-
selves. I mention this to show the extent to which
confidence was felt in the men by their ofiicers ; and
there cannot he a better proof of the falsity of the
charge, that the mutiny was owing mainly to the
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RUMOURS OF TREACHERY. Q1

little intercourse and want of friendly feeling evinced.
by the European officers of the Bengal Native Army
for their men. The very contrary was the case ; they
trusted them even to :1 fault. And so the time passed
on, we daily, nay, almost hourly, enjoining on the
native ofiiicers and non-commissioned officers the
necessity of reporting the disalfeeted men in their
companies (who were, as they allowed, fond of talking‘
mutiny), while they, on their part, assured us they
were only waiting for an opportunity, when they were
in a position to ncldnoe evidence in support of their
charge, and that they would not fail.

Meantime, mysterious reports were eircillated some-
how, that served to feed the general, though utterly
undefinable, spirit of disquietude that was abroad; the
old story-~old at least now, though it was new then-—
of bone-dust being mixed up with the atta sold in the
hnzaar,:1nd of cartridges being composed of objection-
able materials. These rumours fled about like will-03
the-wisps-it was impossible to trace their origin or
lay hold of them in any shape, or even to get them
accurately detailed. A mam would say he heard such
and such .1 report; of course he disbelieved it; but
when asked to give up the name of the person from
whom he heard it, he would immediately reply, ‘ Oh,
it was in every one’s month, how could he fix upon
any one in particular.’

There was a tank or artificial reservoir of water sur-
rounded by trees a few hqndred yards in front of the
parade-ground, which was 0. favourite resort for the
scpoys of the two infzmtry regiments, who used to
repair to the spot For the purpose Br cooking and eating‘
their meals under the shade of the‘trees.‘ As we
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22 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

believed that during the time they were assembled
here a good deal of treason was talked, our men were
desired to forego for the present the advantage of such
a place for a cooking spot, as we had heard that it was
a favourite resort for had characters, and the name of
the regiment might su.ti'cr. They promised willing
eompliance, and I believe acted up to their professions ;
for they expressed more and more, as time went on,
their horror and dislike at the mntinous language of
the 30th Sepoys, and the latter said exactly the same
to their oificers about the men of the other regiment.

In common with almost every other corps in the
service, we had sent a selected party of men to the
Musketry Instruction Depot. It was at these depots
that it was generally believed the caste and religion
of the Hincloo and Mussulman was to be systemati~
cally tampered with, by the new cartridges being forced
upon the men. The attention of the Government
had been given, when too late, to the matter that had
caused and was causing so much mischief all over the
country, and the depots were hrokcn up for the year,
the men being ordered hack to their respective regi-
ments. Some days after the Meerut outbreak was
known at Nusseerahad, and the disagreeable and
dangerous state of excitement I have heen attempting
to describe had begun, we had notice of the approach
of the small party that was returning from the depot.
It was an anxious time, for we thought we should he
able to test pretty well thertempcr of the men by the
reception they gave their comrades; and as many of
those who had been selected to attend the depots were
men oftlac highest caste, and, as was generally sup-
posed, of the greatest influence in the regiment, we
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FIDELITY IN A SEPOY. 25

expected that when they came and assured their com-
rades that they had seen and used these cartridges,
and that their feelings and prejudices had not been
olfomlocl thereby, a good deal of the groumlless appre-
hension and excitement that p\‘0VL1ilELl might wear off.
The hend man of the party was & eonirnissioned
officer, a. jeinndnr, or native ensign, and 2, fine fellow
he was. ‘Then almost all are infiirnously bad, there
is no Q-rent difficulty in excelling in virtue; and when
the Sllillltlilfll at Inst sunk so low in the Bengal Army
that bad and good as applied to reg_-inients of Sepoys
erunc to define only degrees in villnny and turpitude
(a. goml regiment being one that mutinied without
violence, and :1 had one meaning :1. corps that killed,
or tried to kill its olfioers), it is not giving a man much
praise to say that he was a good soldier. But Gum-
bheer Sing was really, judged by a higher standard
than that I have alluded to, :1 thoroughly good, t111st-
wortliy, fnitliful, and brave man. He had filled suc-
cesnively the posts of pay hnvildnr (seijeant) to his
coinpzmy, hnvildzn- (serjennt) major to the regiment,
and was now jemudnr of the grenndier company
under my COI.‘K1l11£l1\(l'§ W'hen the mutiny actually
occurred, this m:1n’s life was threatened before that of
any of the European oflicers ; he ran the gauntlet with
us in company with three or four others, and that,
too, at a great disadvantage, for we were on horse-
back and they on foot, though we had no idea at the
moment that we were attended by a single man. They
followed us in our ivnndeirings, and returned subse~
qnently with us to the deserted and ruined station,
doing all they could to evince ‘their sympathy and
render whut little service was in their power? About
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24¢ TI-IE MUTINIES IN RA.lPOOTANA-
three months after, the brigarlier, who acted, as he
said, under the orders of the Colnmanrler-in-Chief,
ordered these men to he disarmed on the parade-ground
in public. The colonel tried herd to persuade Gum-
bheer Sing that it was a mistake, and would all be rec-
tilied——in vain--he sank from that hour, and died very
shortly after completely hroken-liearted. His family
were in Oude, and he knew they would he sacrificed
to the vengeance 0F the mutinous Sepoys; his honour
was at stake, and he attempted to save it by sharing
our fallen fortunes; but when the ‘ Sahibs’ turned
against him, it was too much for his proud spirit, and
he got his wish, as he had frequently said to me ; ‘ the
regiment has disgraced itself; I only want one thing
now, and that is to die.’

But to return. The report that these men gave was
satisfactory in every way. They declared that the
Whole story of greased cartridges was a fabrication,
that they had frequently seen and l'1£lJ.1Cll(3(l them, and
that their caste (and they were some of the highest
caste men in the regiment) had not suflered in the
least from anything they had seen or clone at the
tlepdt. As far us we could tell, there was no ill-will
whatever manifested towards any of these men in
the corps, and taking this as a proof that disinfection
had not yet spread very far, at any rate, we trusted we
should get over the crisis safely.

But this crisis, though it was approacliing quite
fast enough of its own ncrcorcl, was hurried on hy
every means the Government could adopt. The silly
and injndicious treatment of’ the Barraclcpore muti-
neers was pretty well known everywhere; hut lest it
should es‘eape complete notoriety, the proceedings of
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BARRACKPORE COURT-MARTIAL. 25

the courts-martial were sent to every corps to he
read out to the men ; and, as if this was not enough,
they were accompanied by about as absurd and inju-
dicious remarks as could well have been added, the
translation and proclamation of which devolved upon
me as interpreter ; and had 1 sacrificed my credit as a.
linguist, and made unintelligible translations of them,
I perhaps might have staved off the mutiny for a
day. So, lest the prevalent excitement should flag
or die out (and our only chance was in alloying it),
the men were repeatedly told how for the gravest
crime in the catalogue of military otfences, their
fellow-soldiers in other parts of India. had been let
off with a. nominal punishment, and how the Com-
mander-in-Chicf wished to assure them that their
religion was not to be tampered \vith, an assurance
which they would argue, with the suspicion inherent
in the native mind, he would never have thought it
necessary to give, had not there been some founda-
tion For the supposition that Government intended to
do the very thing he was declaring it never thought
of doing. In their ideas, the object of all these
orders was merely to throw dust in their eyes. Just
at this time, too, the new platoon exercise was intro-
duced, hy which the men were made to tear with
their fingers instead of, as of old, hite ofi’ the ends of
the cartridges before loading. All our e[f'orts were
directed to alloying excitement, and, if possible
inducing the men to forget for the time that there
had been any discussion about cartridges at :1-ll. We
set to work rebuilding the huts in the lines; the
men were allowed at few days’ lénve to visit in small
parties Pohkeer, a place of pilgrimage for the Hin-
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26 THE MUTINIES IN RA-IPOOTANA.

doos, and of great snnetity,il1 the neighbourhood, and
everything was clone to draw oil‘ their attention from
the topics of the day, and give them something else
to think about; hut all was of no avail as long as
they were constantly reminded hyliez\i'ii1g these orders
rend out to them, of what was going on elsewhere; and
the introduction of a new system of platoon exorcise,
which appeared expressly adapted for the new cm‘-
tridges, looked very lJ‘£t(1 beside our oft—1'cpeoted assu-
rances that no innovations were intended.

Had theynot derived from any other source the notion
that there was an intention on the part of Government
of tampering with their caste, the pertinacity with
which the subject of the objectionable ezntridges was
forced upon their notice by the public orders alluded to,
would of itself have been suflicient to excite distrust.

All this time, the men were especially uttentive to
their duties, most respectful and \vell-bchaved ; repairs
were going on, as I have said, extensively in the lines;
and I constantly hnd occasion to visit them on
business, to see how matters were progressing and to
settle disputes about this or that man’s-house, and -I
never had the slightest cause for the least suspicion
that the hulk of the men were anything but well
disposed. towards their ofiicers and the Government.
They had not spoken out openly to us. Had they
(lone so, and shown a disposition to.aid in sifting the
matter to the hottom, and to accept explzinzltions,
half our difficulties would have been removed; for \ve
felt ourselves in n false position, and were unwilling
to begin the subject by taking for granted that dis-
satisfaction existed; -and by adopting open steps to
counteract the impression that was evidently abroad,
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cmrnruen QUESTION. 27
we should have at once admitted that there was a.
foundation (though slight) for the reports and ideas
that they could not but know were very generally
entertained. _\Ve tried, in fact, to ignore the whole
thing as long as we could; we pretended to he
unaware that there ever was at dispute between the
sepoys and the Government; that the former had ever
ventured on liarhouring u. thought of disaffection, and
that the latter had ever had the slightest thought or
intention of distrusting its soldiers.

\Vhen the party, however, returned from the depot,
we felt that we had 2. good excuse for speaking out,
and under instructions from the commanding ofiieer, we
assembled the non-commissioned oilieers of our com-
panies at our bungalows, and spoke to them. I had to
address in this way the non-commissioned officers of
three companies, the grenndiers Nos. I and 2. I alluded
to the return of the depot party, and the report they
brought with them; told them that we had become
aware that certain reports were abroad, to the ettect
that Government intended, by introducing new
eairtrirlges made of objectionable materials, to injure
their caste, and I assured them that such was not the
case ; begged them to use every endeavour to coun-»
teract the impression that was abroad ; and I.
guaranteed to them, on my word of honour, that if
new cartridges were issued that were viewed. with
suspicion by the men, they should purchase the
materials separately in the bazaar, or I would do so
for them, and they should make them up for them-
selves. My short address to the I101l~COIX11T1iSSi0l1€(1
ofiicers had some effect, for I imeidentally overlieard
their conversation (unknown to them) as they left the
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28 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

compound. ‘It must be all right,’ said one, ‘for the
Sahib says we may make up our own cartridges 1’ the
rest murmured assent. This assurance of mine
consoled them and quieted their fear, for they could
not have had the smallest notion that I should over-
hear their conversation. I mention this because it
proves that the men were labouring under the idea.
that their caste was in danger.

I can well believe that thevpublic are pretty well
tired of the cartridge question, but it had so much to
do with the terrible tragedy of I857, that no future
historian of the rebellion can possibly ignore it. ,‘

It was a long time before we had an oppor-
tunity of examining any of these cartridges for our-
selves ; when we had, we were forced to acknowledge
that upon inspection they presented a suspicious
appearance. We felt ourselves placed in at very
awkward predicmnent, to say the least, having on the
faith of the instructions received from Government
repeatedly assured the Sepoys, with all the force of
authority hacked by our own personal influence, that
the cartridges, which we had never seen, were
innocuous. That there could have been no real
objection to them would appear from the Fact that
similar articles had been constantly used by flank
companies of certain regiments with the Minié rifle 3
and those for the Enfiolcl, which the Bengal Sepoys
refused to touch, were taken by the Bombay army, or
a portion of it, at all events, without a murmur. But
it seems to have been a peoint of honour with our
men, nay, more, of religious faith, to refuse these
cart1'idges,:1nd to resist their being forced on them
even to death. The only possible way of accounting

.
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PROBABLE CONSPIRAC Y. ‘Z9

for it is,thnt they had been carefully instructed in the
part they were to play. They had been persuaded
by their priests or others that pollution would result
from touching these things, and this they must have
been l)1'o11ght to believe against their own convictions.
I am speaking of the hull: of the men, the dupes, and
not the active agents in the movement. And if this
view of the case be correct, it goes far to prove, what
is now almost universally denied, the existence of a
premeditated plot and conspiracy, organizecl and
Worked out by some interested parties, as yet
unknown.

Another strange feature in the case worthy of
comment is, that at the same time that this report
about the greased paper was circulated, another was
equally prevalent, and had perhaps an equal amount of
influence; and this was, that polluted flour had beeif
prepared by Government for secretly destroying the‘
caste of the men in the same way as the cartridges
were to have done. For the latter there was undoubt-‘
edly foundation, greased cartridges having been intro-
duced by a mistal:e—o mistake that was rectified as
soon as discovered, that is, when it was too late-—but
for the other report there could possibly have been no
foundation whatever.

The garrison of Nusseerabud was commnncled by
Brigadier M--—, an ohl oflicer belonging to the
Bombay Presidency. Vi/‘lien I say that he lmcl no love
for Bcngolces, as they call us, I only speak the truth,
and most assurcclly he had. liut little cause for liking us
:1-lterwards, for the accidental circumstance of Bengal
troops being quartered at Nusseerabad was the cause
of his being burnt out of house and home, and driven
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30 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
out of his station, like the rest of us. That Bengal
ofiicers should suiler by the mutiny of their men was
natural enough, but that the Bombay officers should
he involved in the common destruction was hard, and
we cannot wonder at their wishing to be removccl as
far as possible from such uncomfortable noiglihours
as Bengal Native regiments undoubtedly were in those
days. The ]31'igadier had met with an accident some
time heihre these events occurred, and had broken his
collar-bone, so that he had been a long time confined
to his bed, or to his house, and was thus prevented
from going about, and making personal investigations
into matters that would have been all the better for in-
quiry ; and was besides, in consequence of the accident,
prevented from rnalcing the personal acquaintance of
many of the ofiicers of his hrigade. He had, however,
inquired from commandants of corps the temper
of the men in their respective reginients. V\"hat
answer he was likely to get, \vill be apparent from
what I have said above ; each oflicer of course assured
him that his men were to he trusted ; if this was the
case, and he had no reason for dishelieving it, there
was no cause for anxiety. That the Brigadier was
deceived there is not much room for doubting, but
the deception was not wilfully practised; oflicers were
themselves deceived and deceived others. QIt was no
proof of moral weakness in those days for us to he
confident in the fidelity of our men; it was our duty;
but if a similar catastrophe occur again, and similar
confidence he shown, he ivill be a bold man who shall
deny the charge of weakness almost amounting to
insanity against an" oflicer who allows himself to be
duped}

 ________
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The cantonrnent of Nusseerahad was drawn out in
a contiguous line. On the right were the lines of the
Ist Bombay Lancers, to their left those of the 15th
regiment N.I., to the left of them again was a large
space of ground devoted tothe artillery, containing lines
for native as well as barracks for European gunners,
and to the left of this again were the lines of the goth
regiment NI. The officers’ bungalows were scattered
about proniiscuously in the rear of the Sepoys’ lines,
and in a vacant space of ground immediately behind
the artillery barracks was the church, a thatched
huilrling, with as little pretence to grandeur or archi-
tectural tastc as churches usually had that were
erected at the same time that the Nusseerabad one was
built-a, time when it appears to have been desirable
to ignore as much as possible, at all events, by any
outward manifestation of support, the existence of
such :1. religion as Christianity.

Soon after the news of the Meerut outbreak reached
us, precautions were taken to prevent the occurrence
of a similar catastrophe in our little cantonment ;
precautions I have said, but the means at hand for
taking them were poor enough. However, a picket
of cavalry under a European ofiicer repnirczl every
night to the artillery lines to look after the guns, and
an artillery otficer slept every night at the quarter
guard; the cantonment roads were patrolled by
cavalry, and every one who was found about after 9,
certain hour, and could give no account of himself,
was taken to the guard. At the same, time, a troop
of cavalry remained accoutred, horses and men, in
their lines, ready to act at any moment they might be
called upon. These precautions were excellcnirdnring
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the night, for it was only during the night that they
were adopted. It will hardly be necessary for me to
add, that in the daytime the mutiny broke out ; the
guns were captured without a. struggle or even a. dis-
sentient voice.

On the 27th May the General Order reached us,
issued in the emergency of the times (and the pangs
that the centralizing red-tape Government of
Bengal must have nndergoiie before it gave birth to
such an order may be imagined, but cannot, I am sure,
he described), authorizing any local connnanclznits
to promote on the spot to the superior gmde any
Sepoy or non-commissioned oflicer or ofiicers who per-
formed eminently loyal service by giving up the
name of any person or persons who attempted to
corrupt them, or tried to induce them to join in any
conspiracy against the Government.‘ If this order
had been issued six months before, it might have
been of avail; now, like most of the measures taken
by the Government, it was too late. It was to have
been read out to the men upon parade shortly; in the
meantime, we were at liberty to communicate it to
them privately ourselves. There was a man in one
of my companies (No. 1), whom I must briefly de-
scribe. His name was Bucktawnr Sing, I had known
him ever since I joined the regiment, and he had
risen under my command from Sepoy to pay
liziviltlar. He was a powerfully made man, six feet
four inches, at least, in height, and broad chested and
muscular in proportion ;=indced, he was almost a
gian. . The most reiiiarkahlc thing about him was
his voice; it was so powerful, that I believe he
could make himself heard to as great a. distance as an
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ordinary hngle. He appeared to have no power of
controlling it. When posting sentrics in camp, he
used to roar or scream out the words of command
alniost as if; to use It common expression, he would
wake the dead. If these lines happen to meet the
eye of any of my quonclam brother oificcrs, they will
recal to their recollection many 11, time when we have
sat in the mess-tent and roared with langliter at
Bucl.<ta\vur Sing posting the sentrios at the opposite
extremity of the camp, and yelling at them as if they
had stood at one end and he at another, instead of
their being but two feet apart. I never heard that
deafness was very common in the regiment, hut I am
sure it is a wonder any man over went on sentry
duty with Bucktawur Sing as his non-commissioned
oflicer, and came ofl‘ it with the tympana of his ears
uninjured. This large mountain of bone and muscle
came to me one morning some years ago with a very
long face and down-cast countenance. He had
fallen oil’ dreadfully, his voice could no longer awake
the distant echoes as it was wont, and Buclctawur Sing
was but the shadow of his former self‘. He came
into my room and said he wanted to speak to me. I
saw by the sombre and melancholy expression of his
countenance that something serious was the matter.
I told him to speak on. He then informed inc, that
he was heing charmed, and his life was wasting
away under the influence of the evil incuntations.
He could not say who his enemy was, but he had one
in the corps, and was quite convinced that he was the
victim of magic, and his life woulcl_ce1*tainly be sacri~
ficed. It is :1 common notion, I must here state, for
the benefit of the uninitiated in these matters, among
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the Hin<lc.es, that to get ricl of an enemy, you have
only te make a \\‘a:~; figure as much like him or her as
possible, sul>jeet it to the usual ineantations and
cledieaiing eereninnies, then run a pin through it and
place it in the sun or before the fire, ancl as surely as
it Wastes aivny, so surely will the prototype sink intu
the grave by seine intleiinahle, intleseribable disease.
I belief this unholy rite to have been prett_y commonly
prnetisetl in the lines; certainly it was universally
l)eliu\‘e(l in. I have often argued the point with the
men, and they have, as they il101lg‘l1‘£) elenehed the
argument and put dispute out of the question by
azhlu-:in;;' instances in which the incantation had
been sneee.=sFully practised against olfieers of the
regiment. In these eases, the imlividnals alluded te
had certainly died by premature death shortly after,
nr about the time that the ineantutions were said to
have been prarzliseil, and this was snflieient in
their ideas, and according to their mode oi’ reasoning,
to prove at onee the eflieacy of the charm. Unfortu-
nately for this eonr.~lusion, there had been in all these
eases of sudden and premature death other causes in
operation which may have nmteiially aided in bringing
on the result anticipated by the enellanter; one of
the victims ofineantatiou had fallen from his horse
and broken his neelr, another had died of disease con-
tracted in that unhealtliy province, Sind; and in
eaell ease, there was some similar assignable
cause of’ early death, bpt it was in vain to allege
these ecuninonplace circumstances as being in any
way t7Ufl!1CCi',Uil \\"it_h the late of the unhappy victims
of innlignity in the shape of mag-ie.

I knew it was useless to attempt to persuade

.
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Bucktawur Sing of the absurdity of this notion or to
laugh him out of his fears; so I met him on his
own ground, and observed, that if there was such
eilieacy as he supposed in this charining operation, it
was quite certain that there must be an antidote. I
advised him to apply to his spiritual adviser for a
counter-charm ; but he had anticipated toe, and was
provided with the talisman, in which, however, it
seemed he did not place much faith. He took it off
his arm and showed it to me; it consisted of a little
scrap of dirty paper, on which a. few words were
inscribed in Arabic or Persian. I examined it
gravely and attentively, and then returned it with a
recommendation to him to wear and to put faith in it,
and there was little doubt but that it would be a safe-
guard against the evil he so much dreaded. He was
greatly c-oml"orted by my assurances, and pleased
with tl1eintez'e:-ttalrcn in his fate, and Went away
with the amulet fasteiied on his arm, certainly a
happier if not a wiser or better man than when he
came.

From my fancied acquaintance with this man’s
character, I reckoned upon his being one of the most
trustworthy non-commissioned oflicers in the Com-
pany, and though his personal influciice among the
men was not great, his position gave him consider-
able authority, and al['orded opportunities for seeing
what was going on in the lines, and being acquainted
to a certain extent with the tcmpcrand feeling of the
Sepoys. On the alternolon of the 27th, the day
before the mutiny, this man came to me, and asked
me if it was true that a Eur0pe:\'n force was on its
way to Nusseerahad. A requisition had been sent
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some time before to Deeso. for 11 detachment 0FEi11'o-
peau soldiers and some guns to he sent to Nusseera-
bad; it was not generally known how large a. force.
was on its way, and, as usual, the most exaggerated
rumours were spread abroad. Indeed, the march of the
Deesu detachment had been kept quiet by the autho-
rities, as it was deemed unadvisuhle to give colour to
any suspicions that the Sepoys were not trusted.
But movements of this kind can never be effected in
In die without becoming publicly known, and, gene»
rally speaking, the attempts at secrecy only serve to
give rise to exaggerated and improhuhle rumours;
and in this instunee, I have no douht, acted most inju-
riously. It was given out, as it was so often in
similar oircumstrmces during the mutiny, that Euro-
pean troops were coming to enforce the use of the
ohjeetionable cartridges upon the Sepoys; in many
places this report was so pertinzioiously insisted On,
and so cleverly woi-ked, that regiments were induced
by it to break into open acts of iusuhordination and
defiance, and to commit then-iselves irloetriemhly to
the insurgent cause. Iasked Buchtawur Sing the object
of his question, and he told me that the men were in
:1. very excited state about it, and were displeased
at the appi'oael10t' :1 European detaelmaent. Upon
this I tool; high ground, and said the Government
was not hound to ask leave of the Sepoys before it
moved its troops; that it would send them wherever
it was deemed expedient they should go ; that there
could he no possible cause for apprehension among-
the men if they were well disposed; and as for the
silly ruxgneurs that were abroad, he, Buelctawur Sing,
of course, knew how to treat them. I said a Euro-
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moors ./rr AJMERE. 37
pean force, the strength of which I did not know, was,
I believed, on its way to Ajmere, and would pass
through Nusseerahnd ; hut I took the opportunity of
making him neqimintcd with the new order we l1a(l_just
received, authorizing local conimandants to promote
on the spot any man who gave inlbrnmtion leading
to the eouvit-tion of any eonspirutorg and as he lmd
often aclniitted to me that there were men in the
lines who inllccd treason against the State, though, as
he said, they were only talkers, I urged him to bring
hofnre me any mun he caught behaving in this Way,
and guzunntectl his promotion to :1 jemudai-ship. He
appezired iln]_71‘0SS1}(l with all I said, and pro-
mised to not upon it ; but when I Went still fnrtlier
to urge the necessity of action, remm~lring- that this
was 21 time when it would not do to shun responsi-
bility, and that if in the execution of his duty he
found lllU43C0SF1fl1‘§', he would he justified in using force
to hring ti traitor to justice, and added, that the crisis
mig-ht call for the sacrifice of life, his eye, generally
so unexpressive, literally flashed fire. It was not very
long before he acted on my injunction to the very
letter, though not in the way that I had intended.

A few days before this, the light company of the
15th, under :1 European oflicer, had been sent to
Ajmere to relieve 3. company of the 30th, in charge
of the fort. The careless habits we lJ2LCl got into in
this country were never hotter exemplified than they
were in this case. Here was u fort, the walls of which
were so old and rotten that it was generally believed
:1 gun being fired from any one of the bastions would
have brought them down, close to'the large and thickly
populated city of Ajmere, and commanded by the
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heights outside the town, containing an arsenal large
enough to supply the troops in the whole of 1lnjp00-
tnnn, capable of furnishing a siege train of great

* strength, guns, ammunition, hesicles an i\11m€\\SG
quantity of treasure, for the protection of which
nothing more than a Company of Sepoys \vz1sull0\\'e<l.

‘ Tl-ihen the excitement began, in consequence of the
news from Meerut, the grenznlier corripmiy of the
15th Native Inlhntry was sent, ostensibly to reinforce
the light company in the fort, in reality to act as :1 ’_

- v ‘ . .- .. lcheek upon 1t. Plus may appem .1 curious a11ange-
mcnt to some of my readers, as if the protection of
the tort was the ol»_jee1. aimed at, il; could scarcely be
attuinecl Ly doubling the strength of :1 trnitorons
garrison; hut the grcnndier company was generally
supposed to he less tainted, or rather, I shonl/1 say,
more free from suspicion, than the rest, and in those
days we were all LlQ(.'lilVC(l alike. ‘When the g;rena¢.lier
company reached Aimere, the light company at
first refused to admit them, alleging that they were
not tr\\-st\\'n1'thy ; but their objections were speedily
overruled, and for :1 day or so the two 00mpm1ieS
garrisonecl the fort. 'Wl1ile there, one of the 11011--

‘ ' eommissioncll otficers of the liglit company, :1.
M:1h0met:m, who was generally thought :1 good man

_ it and true, nude a curious remark to his ofilcer in eon-
nexion with the (listurhzmce at Meerut. ‘Ah, sir,’ he
said one (lay, ‘this business has broken out prema-
turely, and you will get over your (lifliculties ; hutliad
pm-parntions :1-one on three years longer, as was in-
temlul, you nouhl have lost Indn \ few (lmys
nttu, this in 1“ mutinieil with the lest Plus iemmh,
if it 1s \\01th unytlunw as evidence (and we cannot
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help to unravel the nivstery in which the orirvin
and source of the revolt is involved , tends to show
thut the idea of an O1""'fH1lZ0(l conspiracy l7l11’0U"‘l)
‘out the country stumls on batter ground than is now
generally believed.

Most fortunately, just before the outbreak occurred,
the two conipnnies of the 15th were relieved by n dc-
tuchnicnt from the l\lll£7.ll‘\V;.1l‘1‘& Battalion. This was
a lOC£ll corps 1':1ise(.l chiefly for civil duties in the dis-iv
trict, and rp.1ortcrcd ‘Lt l3eea\vr, n little place thirty-
two miles south-west of Nussecrubnd on the Deesn
road. The Mhairs are n tribe of low caste men in-
lmbiting that part of the country, and being n sepa-
rnte tribe nud elass altogether from the Sepoys of Ondc
in the North-west Provinces, it was supposed, as it
indeed proved to be the case, that they would have
little or no sympathy with them. The Mhairs re-
mained stnnch all the time, and did good service-~
that is, good service for native soldiers; and in taking
charge of the Ajmere fort from the Sepoys of the
15th they saved Rnjpootuiin. It was generally be-
lieved that ii‘Ajmerc hud fallen, the Rajpootunu. states
would have gone too, for the possession of the arsenal
and all the military stores and treasure in tl1e fort,
besides the prestige which would accompany the ac-
quisition 0F one of the most famous cities in India, at
place oi’ pilgrimage and great sanctity besides, would
have given the insurgents’ cause in that part of the
country such an accession of influence and actual
strength that it would have won over to its side one
or more of the independent ehi‘ei's-the rest would
have speedily followed suit, and British interest and
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power in Rujpootmia wuuld have ceased from that
time to exist; while the destruction and capture of
every Envopemi between Agra and the Nerbudda.
would have follovveal as :1 necessity. As long as we
held Ajnieie, there was :1 tangible proof of the exis-
tence, at any rate, of the ]31'itisl1 Government; for it
could not, it would be :u';;~uecl, be in such a bacl way
as its enemies Wl$l10Ll to nmlae out, as long as it helcl
possession of a city as importzmt almost in that part
of India as Delhi was in the Nortli-west, 01' as Lahore
in the Punjzmh. Tuxxmds the hitter end of May the
garrison of the fort was su1'p1'ise<l one morning by the
appi-oncli of n strong dc-taclnnent of the Mhnirs uucler
Liuutcnzuit CZll'l'l€ll, who hurl made rt forcecl march
Tron) ]3eez1w1", so as to ari-ive liefore any notice cf his
movements could precede him : the two companies
of the 15th returned to Nusseerabacl, to share in the
vilhmy and subsequent Fate of their comrades.
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CHAPTER III.

THE OUTBREAK AND ESCAPE.

"VB little deemed, on tl1e morning of Thursday,
the 23th May, I857, as We got out of our beds,

that it was the last time we should lie down in them.
Things went on as usual, the ordinary duties of mili-
tary life in quarters were gone through with their
customary regularity, and the morning passed away
as other mornings in the hot Weather generzilly do.
About noon I had a. visit from the Moonshee, or trans-
lator and teacher of’ my regiment, :1. Mahometun,
Mcer \Yal;2'u' Ally by name, who proved himself a.
thoroughly stanch servant of the State (tor Which,
however, as was the case in too many instances, he
never derived any benefit) ; and ho told me that
rumour with the thousand tongues was more busy
than ever, that he had just passed a number of Sepoys
who were returning from the bazaar in :1. very excited
state, saying that the shopkeepers who sell grain (the
staple commodity offood to :1 Hindoo, be it recollected)
had told them that bone-dusuliaid been mixed with
the grain by the orders of Government, for the pur-
pose of destroying‘ their caste. Thinl<ing- that the
]3rig:tdicr’s notice should be drawn at once to this,
I reported it to the Colonel of my regiment, request-
ing him to forward the report to the Brigadier, and
get that officer to issue an order tlireatening with the
severest punishment any man who could he proved to
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have given circulation to :1 report of the kind. The
Colonel refused to concern himself about it, saying,
which was very true, that the represcntntion would
he of no avail, that he would be called upon to prove
the accuracy oftl1einfb1'n1ation, Szc., and that no good
Practical results would follow. Upon this, I deter-
mined to push the nmtter lnyself, and, ordering my
buggy, drove off at once to the Brigade Major, and
urge-zl upon him the a<1visahi1'1ty of bringing the
matter to the notice of the Brigadier‘ at once. It
was useless going to the ]3rlganlie1- myself, For he was
too unwell to sue any one. The B1‘lg:11.l<: Major pro-
mised r-omnliunce, and said he would speak about it
‘the next (luff this was all I could get. The next
clay the station was a mass of smoking ruins; the
spirit of revolt, of violence and outrage, had asserted
itself; pillage and incenaliarism were at work ; the
Europeans were clriven into the jungle, homeless fugi-
tives, and all authority save that of brute force was at
an end.

In the afternoon, alter lunch, we were startled by
the report of a cannon. It was an unusual circum-
stance, and we knew something must be wrong.
The 1'eport\vns fbllmved, after 2. short interval, by rm
second: it was ominous. I hurried out to the gate of
the compound that opened on a vacant space of
ground, ilmnediutely in rem-of the Sepoys’ lines. The
first thing I sznv was a crowcl of coolies (day labourers)
who haul been enrnloyecl in repairing the huts, running
as first as they coulcl from the direction of the lines.
At the some time there arose the sound of many
voices, a lnunnur, 0’: buzz, as it e thous:\n(l men or
more were all engzrged in cluttering, which was the
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case, for natives can do nothing without talking.
Farf1'on1 realizing that there was any danger to he
npp1‘el1e111led, or that whatever occurred, our regiment,
as a hody, would behave badly, I reizurned to the
house, and tohl my wife there was nothing to he
alarmed about; but the excitement among‘ the
sewruxts in the house and compound, and the noise
outside ii1c1'easing, I again went to the gate. I was
there met by a man named Gopaul Sing (a. clever,
desigiiiiig traitor, who I thought would attach himself
to me under any eircumstamee, for he had reason to
be gr-atuful for many acts of kindness I had done
him, and was much better informed an general topics
than most men of his class, fond of attaching himself
to ]1l'.n.'0pC:m oflieers, conversing with them, picking‘
up English words, and adopting as far as he could,
without giving offence to his own comrades, European
habits of tlmzlg-lit and action)—-this man came running
up from the lines, apparently for the purpose of
reassuring us, and persuadi11g- us nothing was the
matter. The account he gave was, that a few Sepoys
of the 30th had made a rush at the guns, taken them
more in sport than in earnest, but they had been met
by a party from our light company, who had driven
them away ;-—hetween them, somehow, the guns had
been fired off‘, but all was over, and there was no
danger of any clisturlJa11ee. I had scarcely time to
reason upon the improhability of such a story, when
I saw Captain Ti111l.)l‘(ill, the oifieer who commanded
the artillery, galloping furiously up towards my house,
which lay between the artillery and the cavalry lines.
I called out, ‘VVl\at’s the matt'er?’ He answeretl,
‘Those rascals the 30th have taken my gurls; I am
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off to turn out the cavalry.’ This statement of course
I never doubted ; and as he had particularly specified
the 30th, my confidence in our own men was only the
more confirmed. I at once saw there would be a
disturbance, hut owing to the perfect faith I had in our
own regiment, I trusted that matters would turn out
favourably. It was best to take precautions; so while
my charger was being saddled, I ordered the buggy
to he got ready as well, and returning to the house,
desired my wife to go across the road to Mrs. H-——’s
bungalow. This lady’s husband belonged to the Ist
Bombay Lancers, and as it was generally understood
that the cavalry lines were the safest part of canton-
ments, we had arranged before, that if any disturbance
occurred, my wife was to repair to Mrs, His house,
and follow her fortunes. lllithout taking anything,
or making any preparations, she put her hat on, and
followed by her nyah, ran across the compound
towards Mr. H-——’s house; the buggy and horse
were taken there hy the syee, as soon as ready_ I had
little time for thought», the huhbub outside was in-
creasing momentarily, the servants were rushing
frantically t-0 the compound wall, upon which they
climbed so as to look over. The whole station was
alive, and the very air seemed full of excitement,
horses neighing, men shouting, children crying,
and that everlasting buzz from the lines, growing-
louder every instant. The etleet was perfectly in-
clesc-ribable. It was totally unlike anything; I ever
experienced before. One’s excitement is wound up
pretty high on the occasion of a general action, but
this was something totally different. In the one case,
the genius of order is apparent everywhere, (at least,
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it is generally so; I have seen it otherwise) ; there
may he a stunning, deafening noise of cannon and
muslietry; the clear sharp tone of the words of
command rising distinct amid the confusion of sounds,
the steady tramp of armed men, the cluttering of
horses’ hoots, the runihling of light guns as the horses
dash at full gallop across the field, the distant thunder
of cova.lry aclvcmeing to the front, or charging the
t'oe—there may he all this, and n thonsancl different
sights and sounds hesirles, all oornmingling by no
means unharmoniously; but here there was nothing
so satislhetoiy, all seemed confusion, hurry, anxiety,
and wild excitement. The crisis had arrived, the
worst passions that pollute the human heart were
broken loose, and the consequences could not he
foreseen. The conflict must bear the character more
of eivil strife than open war against an honourable
foe. And with what instruments was it to be carried
on? In the bu-ttle-field, men stand alone to face
the danger; but here were our wives and families in-
volved in the some risl; with ourselves, requiring our
protection and our care, and necessarily withclrnwing
our thoughts from the actual work before us, While
their helpless state filled us with the deepest anxiety.
Still Ithought, the 30th only have mutinied ; the bulk
of our men are stench; the cavalry are sure to be
firm, and to fight well under their gallant oflioers ; we
shall have but to make a charge, the guns will be
retalten, and the mutiny put clown.

My wife had. left, the house was empty, the
servants had rushed to the cornpouncl gate and wall
to look over, the clirzee (tailor), uiho was working in
an inner room, composedly folded up the fabric he
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was engaged with, and asked for orders ; I told him
to make up his bundle, and to go for the present.
I was alone, the last to leave the house, and after
putting on my uniform and sword, reached the
compound gate as my horse was being led out of the
stables. The servants, who were looking over the
top of the wall, and aniong them was the apathetic
tailor, one and all attempted to dissuade me from
going‘ on to the parade-ground, saying I should be
killed, as one ollicer had already been shot by his own
men. I said, ‘ Never mind, it is in the hands of God,’
and rode away. As I had to pass through the lines
on my way to the parade-ground, the first Sepoys I
saw were the reargunrd, standing" aeeoutred, and
looking as if they did not know what to be at. I
called out, ‘The 30th have inutinied, we will show
them what the 15th can do.’ A large number of
Sepoys were leaving their huts, and hurrying to the
parade-ground; I called out to the same, and waved
myhand. They must have thought me mad, their
heads being full of murder and mutiny. I emerged
on to the parade-ground close by the quarter guard,
where there was a. tree. Here I found the Colonel,
and one or two otlicers on horseback, looking firm,
but anxious. As yet, from the time the alarm had
been given, my anxiety had been growing less, in
consequence of the misapprehension I was under,
that :1 iizw men of the goth only had taken the guns,
in which case our course would have been easy
enough. The Sepoys were crowding to the hells of
nrnns (snnillbuildings ofmasonry, one to each company,
used for keeping the arms and accoutrements in,) 3
few in'unil'orm, many without, most half in and halt
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THE MEN REFUSE TO ACT. 4:7

out ; that is, with their red coats, but no trouse1's——the
dress which, I believe, is the best mlnptetl for the llatlw
infmt1'y sohlier, as it is the one he likes best.

‘V0 were assenihlezl in tolerable order, as for an
usiml parade. The Colonel took up his eiistomary
position ; I orclerecl the column to form line at riglit
angles to the lines, on the light company, which was
done. All this time the inutiueers who haul possession
of the guns kept firing at intervals; \vl1a‘c zit, I clo not
know. The whole thing seemed simple enough now ;
we had but to advance a short distance, charge, and
the guns would be ours. In the fullest belief that
this was the course we Sl1011l(l pursue, I went eml
§1(l(ll‘8SS8(l the greiiadier company, and called upon
them to do their (luty as brave and loyal soldiers.
l\Ie:mtimc the cavalry I lmew had been called out,
and were to march down by the rear of the lines,
between them and the oflieers’ bungalows, where
there was for the most pert. e clear space of grouutl ;
and as plenty of time would have elapsed for them to
get to the position occupied by the nlutineers--namely,
the artillery lines, I momentarily expected to see
their French-grey jackets and shining latices
emerging from among the buildings on to the open
pa1'azle-ground after cliarging through the ranks of
the mutineers; I looked, but looked in vain, no
cavalry came.

Soon after we had formed into line, the light
company was hi-ought out to the front and orcleretl
to skirmish. The light company, obedient to
command, opened out into extended order from the
left. The immediate advance I hiul anticipated, how-
ever, (lid not occur; we \VflltB(1-—iI could not make
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out the cause ; perhaps it was to give the cevnlrytime
to act first By and bye the Colonel called out to the
officer in command of the light company. ‘ Why
don’t you advance?’ ‘Because the men wont go, sir,’
was the reply, though I did not hear it at the time.
After some delay the bugle sounded for the light
company to close on its left; it did so, and the
grenadier company was ordered to the front and to
extend. There was some hesitation here, but I
helicve they did extend; advance, however, they
would not. I was still in ig-norancc of the cause ; but
I must lllfifltl guilty to such iiiihtrintion and over-com
fidenc-e in the men, that since I had been on parade,
the idea. of their mutinying had never once crossed my
mind.

The flank companies were then ordered to proceed
to the lines and advance in column of sections between
the row of hells of arms and the huts, so as to get
close up to the guns under cover of the hni1dings——
an excellent move, I tlionght, as now they will he ohle
to act to advantage and co-operate with the cavalry.
They went towards the spot indicated, but their move-
ments were calculated to puzzle :1 spectator ; for they
stopped short just at the position from whence they
could not eitectively. I afterwards learned that when
the two companies got to the place, they refused to
advance, and some men of the grenadier company
were overlieard by Gnml.>heer Sing (the native otficer,
to whom I have alluded nhove) concerting a plan for
shooting him, if he urged their advance further.

Meantime the Colonel lnul been to each company
in succession and endeavoured to induce it to advance,
hut without success. They all refused to move to the
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THE eiwetlzr nnrnsn TO ACT. 49
attack on the guns; and at last my eyes became
opened to the actual state of the case ; the regiment
was in mutiny.

By degrees reports came to he circulated, I do not
know how, that the cavalry had refused to act too;
it was said they had charged the guns, but had been
driven hack. This seemed incredible; at length the
two companies were recalled from their position under
cover of the lines, and we then learned that the
cavalry had indeed failed to effect zi.nytl1ing_ The
two companies, I must not forget to state, did not
return before one man at least had rushed across the
intervening space, in the face of his comrades and
his ofliecrs, and joined the mutineers at the guns.

The cavalry had been formed in rear of the
artillery lines, and ordered to charge by squadrons.
They charged, but the men, as soon as they got within
:1 few yards of the guns, went threes about, and allowed
their ofiicers to go on—if they pleased. Several did.
lllajor Spottiswood fell mortally wounded, was carried
back to his house, where he expired shortly after ;
Cornet Newhnry was cut to pieces among the guns ;
Lieutenant Lock was badly wounded, and so was
Captain Hardy.

Finding that nothing could he effected, the Colonel
ordered our regiment hack to its former position, that
is in open column of companies opposite the lines.
This formation was carried out, but the men were
becoining more and more uninanageable every moment,
They sat down in the ranks, asked For leave to go and
get water to drink; it was very hot, as it always is in
the latter end ol’ 1\I:1y ; a burning‘ Wind Was hlowing,
and the sun’s rays had been streaming upon our heads
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50 THE MUTIIUES IN IZAJPOOTANA.

all the af’te1'i10ou. 'With some diflieulty we prevented
the Sepoys frmn taking their arms with them to the
reservoir, whicli as I have elsewhere said was in front
of the pzmule-;_;i'0uiid, for their ohjeet was to get away
from the corps, and under pretence of going to the
tank, to sidle up and join the mutineers. It was
impossible to do anything ; the men at lust would obey
no orders, and heemne insuhordinate. I think it would
have heeu better for the officers to have left them ; but
had we done so, we should not have experienced the
depth to which their treachery, ingralitude, and villrmy
could go, and consequently should not have properly
appreeiiitul the elizn-ueter of the Sepoy, which we (at
least I can answer for myself) do new most fully.

I was spared :1 good deal of the anxiety I should
otherwise have felt about my wife, hy being illi.0l'l'n€(-I
that the ladies had all left the station for Ajmere an
hour at least helhre, and as soon as I pereeived that
matters hurl arrived at that pitch tliat they could
scarcely grow Worse, I sent away my syee with ()1‘(_lQ1‘s
to go up to the house, to get togetlier as many things
as he could, fasten them up in 2» bundle, and start them
011‘ to Ajmere after the fugitives.

The sun was beginning to get low in the heavens,
when several thkeers appeared on the parade-grouncl.
TVhere they came from I know not, but was told
subsequently that about lmlf-an~hour hefbre the signal
gun was fired, zi hand of about fifty of these fekeers
was seen to enter the station, and make its way
down the centre road towards the lines of the Sepoys.
These men, whether they had been waiting in the
lines or station, or whether they had that morning
2m'ived," were not there without an object. They went
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THE nrrncrs or BHANG. 51
down the ranks with at lotah (brass vessel) of water,
at least I suppose it was Water, and aquantity of What
I presume was bhang (an intoxicating drug much
used by the natives of India, which when taken in
large quantities has e maddening rather than an in-
toxicating ettcet ; it is very common for them to take
large doses of it before fighting, as it gives them what
we should call Dutch courage, makes them regardless of
consequences, and capable of uiideigoing any amount of
fatigue or e§;crtion under its intensely stimulating and
exciting clfeetsj, and gave each man a good quantity,
with a little water to assist in its mastication. The
e[Fcct was soon apparent: their eyes became fierce and
hloodshot, and assumecl the expression so fa|11ilia1~ to
those Who have been long in India, and witnessed the
change produced by this stimulant. No one who has
seen natives under the influence of bhang, will be at a
loss to account for the otherwise incredible stories of
the friglittul atrocities committed by the Sepoys (luring
the late lamentalale events. It has the power of trans-
forming men into demons, giving them all the energy
of rnadinen with all the recklessness of the drunkard.
They began to talk or mutter incessantly, and evince
the utmost disrespect for their oflicers by every meims
short of open and defiant insubordina.tion. The Bri-
gaclier sent orders for the ollicers to leave, I believe in
reply to :1 niessage from the Colonel iut'orn1inghim
how niutters stood, and soliciting instructions; and
indeed it was time. The men I thought I could
‘trust most were Gumhhcer Sing, the jemadar of the
grenadier company, and Bucktawur Sing, the pay.
hnvildaroi‘ N0. I. company. I heelroned to the former,
and asked hing how many men, if any, he’ thought-
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52 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

would he faithful to me and leave the rest. He was as
unable to reply as I was myself. He said he was taken
completely by surprise ; hurl no idea that the men
would act as they had ; and mentioned one or two that
he thought most likely to prove faithful, but plainly
intimated that after the specimen of treachery we had
had, he could trust no one. I then called to Buelctzuvur
Sing, and put the some question to him; he said, ‘ he
did not know, hut would go and ask.’ His answer
was enough for me ; I looked at Gumlsheer Sing and
smiled, it was evident he had no intention of proving
stench. About this time :1 musket-shot or two were
fired at ns by some men from among the mntineers at
the guns, who conic to the front and tool: deliberate
aim; the hall passed harmlessly over our heads. The
Colonel at lust intimated his desire to leave, but wished
if possible to save the colours of the regiment. Sup-
posing the grcuadier company to be more trusinvorthy
than the rest, he desired the oflicer eomrnznuling it to
ask for volunteers to take the colours, and leave with
their 0fllC&l‘S. He went up to the front of the company
and called out For volunteers, when the whole company
to our surprise stepped forward. “lith an air of pride
in his choice Pandies he marched them up in grand
style to the neighbourhood of the quarter guard, and
told the Colonel the whole grenadicr company had
volunteered; the whole regiment then moved forward,
and each company called out, as well as we could under.
stand in the confusion, that they would all volunteer to
protect the colours. They were accordingly brought
out, and given in charge to two non-commissioned
Oflliecrs, who took them and repaired With them to the
rear of the grenadier company. The regiment had
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THE GRENADIER conmnr. 53
new heeome pretty well eluhhed as it is called ; the
men were still in companies, and the companies were
in column, hut in consequence of the grcnadiers having
heen brought up to the quarter guard, that company
was in the centre, and No. 1. in front. The officers
and two serjeants were all mounted, the Colonel having‘
_tal-zen the precaution to desire them all to mount some
time hcfore,so as to be in readiness if the men proceeded
to extremities. The whole corps having volunteered
to go away with the colours, alittle time was spent in
getting the men into something like order, and re-
storing silence. The sun had just set below the horizon
when, with our faces towards the direction of the
Ajmere road, the Colonel gave tl1eworcl-Qnick march.
The centre companies, apparently from force of hnhit,
made an onward movement, but the front company
remained as if rooted to the ground. ‘\Vhat is this?’
said the Colonel; ‘you said you were willing to go,
and now you will not move.’ The men only answered
by muttering something about the cavalry cutting
thenrup, a thing they had alluded to before in the
same tone and spirit, and which goes to prove that
they had no idea of being joined by the cavalry. There
was a moment of hesitation. I was on horseback in
front of the column a little in advance ; the Adjutant,
Lieutenant P-—~, was close by me ; the Colonel was
just behind, immediately in front of the men ; the
other ollicers were in dili'erent places all close to the
men, and all more or less in their usual places near
their companies. I was watching the column when I
saw a movement in the centre, a Scpoy snatched one
of the colours out of the grasp of the man who held it,
and ran off towards the rnntineers ; the instant after;
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5% THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

a native ofiieer, named Tokey Ram, who held the other,
followed, and several others Followed him in single file,
all mnning. I stood up in my stirrups and pointed at
them, exclaiming in I-Iindostanee, ‘ Look at the trea-
cherous villains 5’ but the words were scarcely out of
my lips when another movement took plaee—every
musket was raised and levelled at us, and crack, crack,
went the reports ; ping, ping, sung the balls as they
flew round our ears, heads, and bodies; in short, we
were under as heavy and as good a file "firing as ever
it had been my lot to witness either with blank or
ball cartridge, on the parade-ground or on the field
of battle. I turned to P-—-, and said ‘ Come along,
we had better go now ;’ and we both set spurs to our
horses, and galloped ofl" as hard as we could. After
riding a short distance While bullets were whistling by
our ears, and knocking up the dust all round us in
front and behind, so that it seemed a perfect miracle
we were not riddled with as many holes in our bodies
as a sieve, we reached the road that flanked the right
of the cavalry lines. P——— called out, ‘Left shoulder
forward ;’ we turned our horses round, and being under
eover, began to rein in our steeds. We reached the
top of the road at the rear of’ the lines, where the
cavalry were drawn up awaiting the issue of events ;
but P—-’s horse could go no further, he had been
struck in the abdomen, but had carried his master
bravely out of danger, and there f'ell.*

* Lieutenant: P—-—- was refused compensation for his charger
by the military Auditor-general, on the grounds that the regi-
ment having mntinied he had no longer occasion to keep a.
charger 2'5 Adjutant, and therefore it was not necessary to re-
plaeeit. Sharp practice!
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The Colonel, who came up almost immediately
:1fter,l1ad had :1 still more narrow escape, for his horse
had been shot in three places. Instead of galloping
off‘ when he first ft-1: the spurs, the animal, being
restive, turned round Facing the column of mutineers
(who \\'0lll(l have been more delighted to inaugurate
their entry into the service of the King of Delhi by
mur<le1'iug the Colonel, than by the assassination of
any other offieer in the regiment), and reared. This
saved his lite probably, for the animal 1'ecei\'ed :1. hall
in the neck that would otherwise have prostmted the
Cnlunel himself; another hit him on his knee, and
anotlier on his nose, or else the same hull that pene-
trated his nose came out of the wound we found in
the neck. The horse, however, strange to say, not
only brought his riderout of dangeighut recovered from
his wounds, and is now as well as he ever was. The
other oflicers and sergeants came in by ones and twos;
all had had similar miraculous escapes. One had
taken the direction of the lines, and was fired at by
all the scntries at the end of each row of huts, till,
just as he reuclietl the last, he hethong-ht himself of
ordering the men to desist from shooting at him; he
called out and made :1, sign not to fire, and they
obeyed. Another rode helzween the bells 0t' arms and
the lines, and was fired at by three Sepoys from each
building. \Vh:1t the men could have been doing there
it is impossible to say; hut there they were, with
mushets loaded, and when this offieer rode by for his
life, tool: aim uleliberntely, and all missed. Another
oflicer, as gallant and breve a man as ever breathed,
who afterwards met his death in :1 melancholy way,
havin been murdered in the streets of Euekn0W~
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56 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
Lieutenant Thaekwell, was in charge of a guard of
about thirty men over the magazine. VVhen the
behaviour of the regiment upon parade rendered it
apparent that we should be obliged to leave, an ofiicer,
Ensign C-—-—, rode oft’ to tell Tl1€1.Cl{WEll to leave also,
lest he should remain at his post, which he would be
unwilling to desert without orders. C-i rode up,
and not knowing exactly what to tell Thaekwel],
culled out to him the Colonel \vnnted him, and he was
to come mvay. Just then the firing began upon
pnrndo_ Tl1!l0lS\\'(3ll had no idea what it was all about;
but the men of his guard had, for no sooner did they
hear it, than they all levelled their niuskets at this
solitary British officer and fired ; they missed. Thack-
xvell by that time was mounted, but before riding off,
levelled an Oltlelifl-Sl\l0n€(l six-harrelled revolver he had
with him, (that was never known, I believe, to go 0H‘
in its life). The coward at whom he levelled this
innocent weapon of war actually threw down the
musket with which he had the instant before, in
common with thirty of his comrades, endeavoured to
murder their victim, raised his hands in an attitude
of prayer, and begged to be spared! Such was the
stuff our brave Sepoy army was composed of, and such
is the stufl’ our present native army is even no\v made
of too. Thaekwell, supposing the Colonel was on
parade, and not realizing for the moment the awful
lesson oi’ treachery he had just seen, rode down to the
parade ground. Here he found a strange scene ; the
European ofiieers had left; the men were still firing-
in the direction he supposed they must have gone,
but what were they firing at? They caught sight of
him, and» in an instant a hundred rnuskets were levelled
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at their prey; he rode straight out to the front for
a hundred yards or so, then wheeled to the right, and
rode off in the direction of the cavalry parade ground
as fast as he could get his pony to carry him, fired at
the Whole time by each company in succession as he
passed it in his flight, and reached us in safety after
all, his scabbard having been strrick and carried away
by a ball. Truly we had reason to feel grateful to
Providence, for never I believe in this World had men
:1 more e:<;t1'n0r(liu:1ry escape.

There was rather less confusion certainly at What
had new become the place of rendezvous, the rear of
the Lancers’ lines, for the cavalry were-d1'z1\vn up in
columns, mounted, but doing nothing, the oflicers in
knots und groups on horsebziclr, and the Brigadier,
with his arm in a sling, mounted on :1 camel. The
first who greeted me was the husband of the lady to
whose house my wife had gone for 1‘cFuge, who told
me she was all safe; it seemed the ladies had not gone
to Ajmere as I was informed, but were still in the
station. There was considerable indecision; no orders
were given, and indeed no one knew what was best to
be done. It was necessary to desert the station ; the
mntiueers had it all their own way, and sigualizcd
their success by first setting fire to the church. The
dry thatch was enveloped in flames almost immediately
as the smoke relied oil" in clouds; and the yelling and
shouting of the insurgents was like tliat described by
Scott, as if

‘ All the fiends from heaven that fell,
Had raised the banner cry of hell.’

They proceeded from one act of violence to zmother,
the spirit of outrage increasing every monient with
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the free indulgence now alibrcled it; and bungalow
after bungalow burst into flames, while the yells and
shouts of the mutineers grew louder and louder as
their ranks were swelled by Sepoys and camp-{oh
lowers and hlnclzguzmls of every description, who
literally revelled in wanton mischief‘, plunder, and
incentliarisni. It really looked as if the place had
suddenly become peopled with demons, who had
all broken loose to wreak their spite and vengeance
upon everything that bore the impress of law, govern-
ment, and orrler.

It was 21 disputed question whether we shoulrl
proceed to Ajmr-1"c or to Beeuwr. The former was
sixteen miles distant, the latter thirty-two. At
Ajmcrc there was 2. fort, hut, as I have said, it was
scarcely defensible; besides, wlmt menus had we of
maintaining a siege if the mutiueers marched against
it, as there was every probability they would? for the
plunder of so rich u city as Ajmcre, and the posses-
sion of so valuable an arsenal as that in the fort, with
an almost inexliaustible supply of arms, ammunition,
military stores, and all the nlatelials of war, were
likely to tempt them in that direction. There were,
it is true, many places on the Ajrnere road which
would have :\tFor(led an admirable position in :1 mili-
tary point of view, and which might have been held
by n small body of men against numbers, as long as
they were not taken in the rertr ; but what security
llflkl we that we should not be attzrclrerl from the
rear? who was to vouch for the fidelity of the
Mhuir battalion, part of which was quartered at
Ajmere? and what security had we that the rabble
of that thickly populated city would not rise and
aid the insurgent cause? Besides, we had all the
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ladies and their families with us to be protected some-
how; we were well into the hot weather, and
though we rriiglit pass the night on the heights
between Nu;~:secrsluzid and Ajmere, how should we
manage the t'ollowing dayfor protection from the sun,
for supplies, or water? On the other hand, Beeawr
was double the distance ; we were at the opposite end of
the station, and should have to make :1 long detour to
get into the road, and when we reached the place
wlmt arlvnntuge were We likely to gain? There was
no fort, éllltl the station was ;»rirris,-oncd only by
another part of the Uliair hiitfrxliorr, zr dctaclnnent of
wlrieh iras at A_jmerc. Still we knew o European
force was on the road between Deesn and Nussecrnhad,
and would necessarily puss through Beeu\vr,fi'om which
place they were supposed to be only a few dnys’ journey
distant. Leuving our destination to be settled by the
senior ofliccrs, I set oil“ in search of the ladies, feeling
sure that they must he in a great state of {LliL1‘!‘|1.
Following the direction indicated by zi bystander, I
rode o(l‘to\\'urds the open country, which commenced
:1 few hundred yards from the position we were occu-
pying, as the csmxlry lines stand at the extreme right
of the whole station. “hen I emerged upon the
plain, :1 strange sight met my eyes; it was covered,
though not thickly, with almost all the non-combatant
population helonging to us, vehicles of every descrip-
tion, men, women, and children, the latter innume-
rable, on loot, each carrying away a bundle or some
article of household goods rescued from destruction.
It was :1 hurried exodus indeed, and the whole crowd,
for crowd it was, though sczrttercd over a large space
of ground, was making in 11. vogue mn.nner‘f'0r the
belt of jungle that ran along the loot of the hills.
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60 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
My eye singled out of this motley group Mrs. II-—-’s
bulloclc-eart and my own buggy, the latter empty,
and on galloping up I found the two ladies with the
children were in the former. I told Mrs. H—-—- of
her husbn1id’ssz1fety,t'or she heard he had been wounded,
and was in great distress and anxiety, and making my
wife get into the buggy with her ayali to ligliten the
bullock-cart, we proceeded on our way. Several oili-
cers had already joined their families, and driven ofi‘
as I heard, in the direction of Ajmere ; so thinking it
was as well to follow that route, we struck into the
road, and wended our way slowly towards the foot of
the hills.

It may he as well to say a few words here about
the adventures of the ladies previous to our joining
them. Short as the distance was between our house
and Mr. H—-—’s, the noise and uproar had increased
sufliciently to excite considerable alarm in my wif'e’s
breast before she had crossed the intervening space. On
entering, she found Captain H-—- putting on his
sword, preparing to go to parade, and Mrs. H———-,
pale and anxious, but composed, giving her little f1ir-
haired boy his dinner, observing‘ calmly that it was
well to let him have a good liQOBl.; they did not
know how long it might he before he got another.
Her hnsbzind said 21 few words of encouragement to
the ladies, aiidleft them for sterner duties. Shortly
after he returned, and desired them to leave the
house (which, though in the eavahy lines, was next
to those of the 15th Native Infantry, and therefore
more exposed than others situated further to the right),
and repair to th:1.tof' Mr. D——, another oflicer of
the same regiment, who lived in a large bungalow
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situated at the extreme rig-lit of the lines. And so
Mrs. Hi, with her two children, one about three,
the other scarcely one year old, and my wife, aec0m~
panied hy their two ayahs, got into a t\\'o-wheeled
bullock-cart, a sliagrnm, as the conveyance is called in
Boinhay, and rattled oli“ to Ur. D——’s. There they
found nearly all the ladies of the station assembled
except Mrs. D—- herselfi who had heen spending
the day with :1 friend at :1 distant part; of the canton-
ment, and whn had not yet returned. There was no
small noise and eoiiiiision occasioned by the assem-
blage of so many of the fair sex, children, and female
servants, under circumstances hut too well calculated
to excite the tears of the bravest and stontesi; of hearts
among them. Alter an interval passed in dreadful
anxiety, the booming of the not very distant guns
sounding ominously in their ears, without any certain
information of what was going on further than that;
strife and bloodshed were almost at their very door,
and that their husbands and brothers were more or
less exprised to it, orders eznne, from what quarter is
uncertain, for the whole party to proceed to the
quarter or standard guard, where they were assured
of the 1»r0'lecti0n of the cavalry. A hurried move
was accordingly made; they got into the ve-hielcs—~
em-ts, carriages, huggies—-and drove under the burning
sun, Which, however, was little felt in the excitement
and alarm, to the standard guard. Nlrs. Di and
Mrs. B—-— joined them there with their children and
ayahs. There was cause enongli for sorrow and
anxiety, hut the elements of the comic were Fm" from
wanting to the scene. All the ladies set to talliing,
each describing the particular way the alarm was eom~
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rnunicnted, and each giving her opinion on passing
events and their prospects. A lady, pointing to some
prisoners in the quarter guard, whispered in :1 warning
voice, ‘Take care what you say ; these men are prison-
ere, and will murder us all directly they can.’
Another went oil‘ into hysteries, langliing and crying
alternzttely. The ehilrlren were rliflicnlt to manage,
and the poor little things, far from appreciating the
cl-anger of their position, incre:1se<l the confusion by
roaring. They had only been in the quzirter guard
uhout iialf-an-lioxir when they were again told to move
and trike refilge in the lines ; and now hegnn 11 regular
dispersion. The ;_§renter part set off for Ajmerc, but
my wife, with Mrs. I-I-—- and her two children,
went along with a native oliicer of the cavalry, who
advised them to conceal themselves in his hut with
his own fiunily, and most gnllzmtly escorted them
there. In the hut they waited about three hours in
:1 state of the utmost suspense, all the information
they could get from the outer world being derivetl
from reports whispered to them through the door, by
iiiformants outside, who went to see what was going
on, and came and reported it. As may he supposed,
the intelligence was vague and uiisutisfactory to the
last degree. The mntineers seemed to be getting the
best of it; then they were tolvl an oflieer had been
wounded, but no name was given ; that he had been gm--
rienl home—n'as dead ; a,n0the1'h:1df'allen badly wountled
-—an0ther, and so on. No particulars were added,
and they were left to their worst zmticipations and
gloomiest forehoclings. How their hearts must have
sickened with anxiety and fear! VVere the atrocities
of Delhi and Meerut being enacted over again on the
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pararle ground at so short a distance ofl'? ‘Vere t-hose
they loved Lest on earth, whose protecting arms they
might soon so sorely need, but whose assistance they
might call for perhaps in vain, sf:rel;ehe(l lifeless or
\v0un(l-:<l on the ground, or had they already been
hacked to pieees and mutilated. by demons in the
shape of Sepoys, as haul been done but a. few weeks
before at other places? lvere the few words of en-
denrnient, and the hasty adieu uttered at their hurriecl
parting but :1 lbw short hours he-fore, indeed the last
words they were to OXCl1i1l\g‘0 on earth? And their
own fiite, mid that of the helpless little ones, deprived
as they might he of all human protection, what was
it to he? Tlnsee hours is a short time when spent
lmppily, but under some circumstances may seem in-
terminable. The action and behaviour of the other
inmates of the hut served in a, measure to distract
their attention. There were three women and several
cliildi-en, the fianiily of the native officer who had
hrought them there. At first they went on n.pparently
unxlisturhed by the unusual cireumstziuee of having
lady visitors to watch them; squatted on the ground
they S1110l{GLl and talked alternately, their conversa-
tion chiefly consisting; of evil prognostieutious. Every
new and then one of’ the children who were playing
about the hut, of any age from one to five, would go
to its mother, and, kneeling down while she continued
complzicently smoking, imbibe a little of its natural
food, and then run away and play again. The native
ladies were, however, hospitable and kind in their way
to the fugitives, and made them as eonifortzihle as
eireuinstances would allow, and, by Way of showing
attention, perpetually pressed them to drink wirater.
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The long Weary three hours at length passed ; the re-
ports, conveyed through the door to the frightened
inmates of the hut, became worse and worse ; at last
the women appeared to give up all as lost, and began
stripping ofl’ their ornaments, nose-rings and earrings,
bracelets, 850., and preparing to bury them. By and
by they told the ladies that the bazums were being
plundered, and the ofiicers’ bungalows burning, and
all was lost; but they had scarcely time to speculate
on the probabilities of the intelligence being true or
false, before avolley of musketry almost close to Where
they were hiding rang out sharp and clear ; the Women
tlircv: open the door of the hut, and urged their guests
to fly for their lives, ‘for that all was over now.’ In
a state of mind that bafiles all description they hurried
out of the place, the bullets {Killing thick about them,
and scrambled into the biilloel;-ezirt. The noise and
confusion increased every instzult ; there was no time
for thought or for inquiry; the only course was to
hurry from the actual scene of danger ; this they did,
and reached the open ground to the right of the
station in the direction of the Ajmere road in safety.
By the time they got there the firing had pretty well
ceased, so they halted; about twenty minutes after,
as well as they could guess the time passed under
such circumstances, during which their party was
augmented by the arrival of several other ladies in a
similar position to themselves, they were joined by
some of the gentlemen, who rode up and relieved
their worst fears by relating what had ooeurred.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE ‘NIGHT AFTER THE }Z\'!TINY—THE VICTORS—-THE FUGI-
TIVES—RET]1I-IAT TO BEEAWB.

TI{E mutineers had {L glorious time of it all that
night. They literally revellecl in plunder, and

gave free vent to their wildest and worst passions.
The enntonment was of course sacked. Two

ollieers remained behind, one till 3 P.1\L, the other,
much against his will, all that night and the follow-
ing (lay. The first was Captain Fenwiek of the 30th,
who remained in the quzzrtebguarcl with his men from
a sense of duty. The Sepoys of that regiment had
offered no violence to their officers, as those of the
15th had done. They simply told them they had
better go, and they Went. They had been on parade
with their men all the time that we had, but the
distance was too great to allow us to see them, or for
them to (listiiigiiisli our movements. The goth
appear to have been more orderly nltog-etlier than the
15th, and a greater number of men from it remained
event-imlly true to their officers, but they would not
act against the mufineers, and met all the o1'Lle1's and
persuusions of their oflicers with at sullen and
obstinate refusal. Captain Fenwiek, as I have said,
rem:1ine(1 in the q1iu1*te1'-guard. The place was full
of men, all much excited. They were orderly, I1oW-
ever, and respectfill, and though constantly V\.‘I1'glX1g‘
him to go away and leave them, proceeded to 110 open
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66 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

act of violence. The 15th perpetually sent emissnries
to cull upon the other regiment to join them; and
finding they hesitated, about 8 o’eloek in the evening-
they sent :1 throzltening message to the effect that if
they delayed any longer the guns should he brought
clown, and they would open fire with grape upon the
1-ecusants. The Sepoys in the quarter-guar(l now
heeame more urgent that Captain Fenwiek should
leave them, and finding that if he did not do so
willingly, they would proceed to use Force, he eon-
sented. They sent an escort of four Sepoys and a non-
oornmissioned ofiieer, who saw him safe to the end of
the ezintonmeut, where they leit him, an ofilcer who
had been hrought up in the corps, and was universally
respected-houseless and alone to wander forth into
the jungle on foot as night was closing in, He had
parted with his wife when the alarm was first given,
he hnd no horse, it was an extremely hot night;
hehind him the station was in flames, and hefore him
lay rt large expanse of open country, a cheerless
waste into which he might wander with the chance
of stumbling on the rest of the party-—a small ehnnee
enough, when it is reenlleeted he could have had no
idea. which way we had gone.

Immediately after it was known that we had all
abandoned the place, the work of destruction com-
menced in real earnest. There was an immense deal of
confiision and disorder, asmay readily he supposed: hav-
ing got rid of their legitimate commanders, the men
had no mind to subject themselves to any new authority
till they had had n fling first, and tasted the sweets of
liherty; So they set to work burning and plundeiing-,
The church was the first to go, and right merrily it

 ._~._,._.
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blazed away as soon as fire was set to the dry thatch.
The neighbouring bung'elou"s went next, and mine
being in close 1'>1‘OI\Lli11lt_V to the lines, was among the
earliest destroyml. The treasure chest was brought
down, and put under :1 guard; very shortly after, I
do not know exactly at wlmt period, it was broken
open, and pay, as it \\-"as called, distributed among all
the $epoys and registered comp-followers who chose
to go and take it, and there were not many, we may
be sure, who neglected so good au o£Fer. But the
whole night was Slflillt by the bull»: of the men in
anmssing 1vlun(le1'; hoolcs, clothes, ladies’ dresses,
furniture, ornaments, carriages, buggies, horses’
h:u'ness, earls, bullocks, every conceivable thing was
collected in the lines of the men in heaps. The seeue
was described by an eyewitness, the llunsbi of my
regiment,—who was forced by fear of his life to
reumin the whole night, and managed subsequently to
escape and join us,—as being ludicrous in the
extreme. All these useless articles of plunder they
were bringing down to the parade, while a. council of
war was sitting, composed of the leading men among
the mutineers, anxiously debating what course they
should pursue. As soon as the 30th joined, they
proceeded to elect ct Brigadier, Commaudants of Corps,
Adjutants and other staff, and attempts were made to
establish some kind of order, but without much
success. After plundering the officers’ houses, they
next proceeded to loot the shops, and planted :1 gun
at the head of the Sudder Bazaar, threatening to
open fire if the inhabitants did not submit quietly to
having their houses sacked and property taken away.
They made terrible havoc with domestic ties ;> any“
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68 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

gooddooking woman they found was forthwith
captured and carried oil’ to the lines, to accompany
her new lord and master on his victorious march
through Hindostan. It was a reign of terror. But
amid all this riot and disorder I never he:1r<l that any
blood was wantonly shed ; indeed in this respect
the Nusseerabad mutiny forms an exception to the
rest; two oflieers had been killed at the guns, and two
wounded, and several of the Sepoys hurl fallen either
killed or badly wounded by some of the cavalry
oitieers who got among them, but there was no
massacre, no butchery in cold blood, like that which
disgraced so many scenes of the rebellion, No thanks
to the Sepoys indeed for this, for the men of the 15th
did their best to murder their oflicers wholesale, and
would probably have shot, Without the smallest
scruple, any mun, woman, or child that oflered opposi-
tion; but no one did, they had it all their own way,
and had no possible shadow of excuse for shedding
blond.

Such n disorganized state were the mutiueers in, all
that night and the next day, that a very few resolute
men could have retaken the place. Several times
during the night an exeinplification was afforded of
the truth of what Shakespeare says, ‘thus conscience
does make cowards of us all.’ There were in front of
the parade ground, about zoo yards from the lines,
some buildings connected with the conservancy of the
station, surrounded by a low wall painted white; once
or twice some nervous individual, or wag who wanted
to amuse himself, cried out ‘ Look, there are the Gore
log E’ (the European detachment from Deesa was no
doubt alluded to) ,- when they all got up, left their
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plunder, and rushed for their arms in a. state of the
utmost lsewilderiiieiit and anxiety; but the dreaded
Gem log, on examination, proved to be nothing
more than the white walls, and so their fears departed,
and they were brave men again.

Meeiitinie the fugitives, for we were little else,
were wentling their way by the uncertain light of a
moon, not yet in its first quarter, across country,
Forming one of the most motley groups or processions
I have over seen. A body of Lancers went first, then
cruno a line of bullock C€L1'l.S, slizigmlns of every possible
size and Tenn, buggies, 820., containing our wives and
Iinnilies, and lastly, another body of Lancers brought
up the rem". \VGl1§)A]. started in the Ajmere direc-
tion, but before going; very {hr an ofl‘ir:ei~ galloped up
from the 1-em‘, and told us that the Brigadier had.
decided on going to Beeaivr ; we had tl1ei'ei'ore to make
n detour, for Beeawr lay exactly in the opposite direc-
tion, and as we could not go through the exmtonrnent,
which by that time was in tlmncs, we had to pass
along the whole front of the statioli. \‘Ve were very
nppreliensive of being followed, for the mutineers
had n battery of horsed guns, and could easily have
ove1"t:il<en us and clfected our destruction, lmn1]_ue1'ed
as we were with uon—r:ombzitants ; we tlieretore
crossed the first or lowest range of hills, of very slight
elevation, that flzmlced that portion of the Aravelli
range of mountains Which, as I have said, eonfixnnted
Nusseem-haul at about the distance of eight miles from
the station. It was 2» long time hefore we could get
into the Beeawr road, 01' any road at all, and we went
serumbling and humping among the rocks, bringing
our buggy (in whieh my wife and the ayah \vei'e seated)
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over places that rrere certainly never designed by
nature for wheeled conveyances of any kind. hlany
were the mishaps, many an upset took place, but We
had no time to debate upon these little incidents;
all we could do was to put the carriage upright again,
tie it up with rope if it was broken, and push on.
Very frequently WC were obliged to stop the buggy
at some place that looked more impassable than any
other, and the ladies had to get out and walk over a
large rock, or down the banks of a dry water-course,
and up the other side. \Ve might have laughed.
heartily at many of the ludicrous incidents that
occurred in our flight at any other time ; just then We
were not much in a mood for laughing. The sky was
red with the rclleetion of the flames that were des-
troying all our worldly property, and our future fate
was most uncertain. Still, strange though it may
seem to say so, We felt somehow happier and lighter of
heart that night than we had done for a long time
before. There are some things, the actual realization
of which is undoubtedly much Worse than the expec<
tation of them, but suspense is very dreadful to bear
long when it is raised to a high pitch. At last the
worst, for the present at all events, was over; there
was no more going to bed at night, to rise in the
morning with the same thing on our minds, the same
Words upon our lips, ‘ Will our nien be faithfiil, or will
they mutiny? will they attempt to massacre our
Tamilies? will they be content with the lives of their
ofiicers alone, or will they shed no blood at all?’
No very pleasing alternative any way, yet it was what
we had been revolving in our minds for so many
long days and nights; and now it was all over, we
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were sate, and I thanked God that it \v:1s,.as often
that night as I thought of what might have
Leon. Our worldly property was all destroyed; but
wlmt mattered that, we had conveyances ; at buggy for
one, and :1 good horse for the other ; all our friends
and COl11[):lJ_\lOlJS were in the same pro/lieament as
ourselves; many, indeed, for whom we Felt deeply, who
haul young eliildreu to increase their nmziety, infinitely
\ror,>e off. WY: were well, and most of us in good
spirits, and very feelingly did We appreciate the force
of those worals, "sui'lieieut unto the day is the evil
thereof.’

It \vu.< at W»:-ary night’s nmreli though, For Beecuvr
was <li>1.unt thirty-two miles; by the detour we had
imule we must have increased the distance to forty.
It was :1 most sultry night, a hot wind blowing,
and the z'ei'mction fronl the sides of the mountains,
not yet cooled after the dny’s Slllllllllg‘, increased the
ternpemture. “'0 hurl been out since three or four in
the ulteruoon, and how thirsty We were! At last,
about eight in the evening, We reached 11. well in in
field near :1 village. How we all cr0\vde<l round it!
A kind Samaritan lent me a. Lu-ge tumbler, and another
filled it with water ; brackish it Was, and muddy, but
what of that! \Ve tooka deep dmuglit to q_uench our
present thirst, and lay in a, stock of moisture to last
till we got another chmiec of drinking-uml it was
doubtful when that would be 5 but we were not
allowed {L long halt, the trumpet sounded the advance,
and the motley eavalemlc moved 011.

After u time the moon set, and the labour of finding
the road, and getting over the iimumerable obstacles
that beset us, was increased tenfold. At length we
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passed through a village, the male inhabitants of
which were all collected and armed; fortunately we
had the Lancers with us, otherwise we might have
fared badly at their hands. After this, each village
we came to was in a similar state of preparation
for hostilities either ofl"ensive or defensive ; but
they did not offer to molest us, eontentiug themselves
with silently watching our column defile through
their narrow streets, an operation that, owing to the
length of the eavalcade, occupied a. considerable time.

There was a great mixture of the comic with the
tragic in all our movements; in fact, compared with
what happened at most stations where the mutiny
had been successful, and the rebels had carried all
before them, and the European population had been
driven iuto the jungle, our adventures were nothing
hut comic. They should he rather called melodra-
matic, for there was enough to make us anxious, and
to temper our mirth. It was not every one that was
as well oli‘ as we ourselves. Mrs. 'I.‘—— was in the
greatest agony of mind, for her husband had re-
mained in Nusseerahad. He commanded the battery,
and was in the artillery lines trying to control his
men, when the mutiny had gained ground to such an
extent that flight was out of the question, so he
stayed there, his men concealing and protecting him
all that night and the following day (Friday). It
was not l believe till Saturday that he was able to
get away, when he made for Ajmcre, and wrote to
his wife, who had oi’ course joined our party, telling
her he was safe. All this time she had been under
the impression that her llushand had been killed.

i -We could not do very much to comfort her, for
r .
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DEATH or COLOXEL r—-. 73
though nothing certain was known, it was genersilly
helieved that he had fallen. There were other ladies,
too, in our party, whose husbands had not joined
them, and they were suffering anxiety from the some
cause ; and there were husbantls who had lost their
wives, owing to their having" missed the road in the
dark, or gone to Ajmere, instead of following the
main party of Fugitives. A lady of our regiment haul
an English 1'fl1ll(l-SG1‘Vfll1t, I do not know her surname,
but she wnsnl\v.1ys called Kate, aml I never made
fiirther inquiries. Kate, it seems, was met wander-
ing outside the station hy Colonel I’—-, coin1nancl-
ing the [st BOUll)2ly Lancers, who was drivingin a
buggy, ancl, having at vacant sent, kindly tool; up the
girl, but owing to had roads or dilficult driving, he
upset his c-ompanion three times, when she rleelarecl
she preferred walliing to running the risk of a fourth
turn-over. Colonel P—— subsequently mounted his
horse, and rode with the regiment, hut (luring the
night, while the column was making one ofits nume-
rous halts, uncertain which way to proceed, and
trying to fiml the road, I heard {L noise close hehincl
mo, and looking‘ round saw Colonel P——’s horse
trotting towards us ; he appenrerl to have no power
of controlling the animal, thougli it was moving at a
very orcliimry pace, and as he :1pproacl1ed, he uttered
an exclamation, and smldenly fell heavily on the
ground. He was rnisml up by two of our faithful
Punclies who 21CCOmp£1I‘Ai0(l us, and with clifiiculty put
inside n carriage; the next time I inquired about
him, I was told his dead lvody was being brought
along in tr country cart ohtainetl for the purpose.
“lo had no time for c0rone1"s inquests. The Colbnel’s
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death is snpposerl to have 1‘C$\lliI-Cll from apoplexy. It
was intensely hot, and he haul been exposed to the
sun all the afternoon; this, and the excitement, and
-the na.tura.l preclisposition tn £ltlJZ\Cl{S of the kintl, was
supposed to neeount satisllietorily For that oiIicer’s
melancholy dentin, making the 1;llil'(l casualty that
haul oeenrrenl in the 1st Lzineers on thzit (liSflSt1‘O\\S
(lay. About one or two 0’cloek in the mo1'ning we
reziclied zt place CflllC(l Leree, where there was a small
d§.k bung;1l0\v, that is, a little tl1zttel1e(l house with
two rooms for tmvellers to rest in. A bivouae was
orrlerecl here, and not before it was 11GBLl(i(l. The lmlies
and 0lill(l!‘Bl1 got a. little sleep inside, and the oflieers
lay clown on the ground and on the steps and
vermlrlzilis of the house. This place was eighteen
miles by the clirect road from Nl\$iSCGl'itl)ll\l ; we hml
about sixteen more to go before we 1'c:iehe(l BOOX1\\’1’.
The Bl‘lg'i\(ll\31‘ and some of the senior oflieers held n
council of \\'ai'. The former was for halting here
altogether, and sending a. reconnoiti-ing party into
cantonnieuts tofi L\(l. out what the mutineers were
about, :1-ncl what chance of success an‘ attempt at re-
oeeupying; the place would meet with, hut he was
overruled by the others, and it was finally decided to
push on to Beeewr, as originally intentled. Here we
fell in with the oificers of the goth, of whose fate
we were until that time in igiiomiiee. As their lines
were situated on the left of the emitonment imme-
diately limiting the Beeziwr and Deeszi 1'0:.u1, they
had, when forced to leave, at once set out in the
direction, and eonsequently reached Lerce long before
the rest, who were forced to make zi detour. As
theré was very little, in fact, nothing, to be got at
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this place in the way of food or refreshment, after
making a short halt, I cleterniined to leave the column
and make the best of my way on to Beeawr, so as to
arrive there as early as possible; and accordingly,
being joined by a few oflicers and their wives who
were of the some opinion as to the aclvisebility of
pushing 011 before the heat of the succeeding day was
upon us, we set out again, and reached Beemvr without
further adventure about ten o’clocl: the following
morning.

Among the ladies who accompanied us were l\f[rs.
Fenwiek and Mrs. T—-—, who were driving in the
same buggy ; they were both in the deepest anxiety
about their husbands, neither of them having joined
us, and there was cause for apprehending the Worst.
But about daylight, Mrs. Fenwick was overjoyed at
seeing her husband ride up ; he had left the burning
cantonmeut as I have described above, and walked
as far as Leree, where he managed to get a horse;
her feelings may be better in1a;5-ined, but our syinp:i-
thies were deeply excited for her conipzniion, who
was now the only lady of our party uncertain
of the fate of her husband. \Vc feared the worst
for him, and felt that it was the kindest course to let
the stream ofgrief flow on in silence, unchecked by the
suggestion of hopes which we could not offer with the
conviction that they were Well founded.
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CHAPTER V.

REOEPTTON AT Dl'EIUUVI{—-R ETURN TO N'[lSSEER‘|\I§A'D*A SAUKED

CANTON]\fEN’1‘—1)OM ESTI G SIERVAN T3—-1’l1OPE1l-'1'Y RECOVERED

-—DI'ITAC}IMENTS AER].VE_

WEARIED, clispi1'itecl,l1img1'y, and thirsty, be-
grimed Wll2l1llllSl3 and dirt, we rocle into the

compound oi‘ the Commissioner of Ajmere on the
morning of the 29th. Aceustomed as most of us
were to campaigning and roughing it, the want ot
rest and food Woilld not have excited more than-—
an Englislinirufs 1'ight—a good grumble or two, but
the poor ladies and children were in far worse plight
than we, as the temporary lmrdsliips we haul under-
gone pressed tenfolcl upon them. Knowing that
Colonel D—-, the Commissioner of the district,
was at Beeawr, and knmviug; also thzit he must have
been infornlecl of what had oceu1're<l long hefore we
arrived, we fully expected to find every prepziration
made for giving us as kind and cordial areeeption as
Strangers and fell0\v~eount1'ymen-—more especially
when in (listi'ess——a1'e always sure to meet with from
English offioers in India. But, alas I we were |.l()Ol1l8d
to diszippointmeiit. Vlle waited in the eompouml,
in which, though it was Full of native servants and
l1m1g'e1's-on, not a man came Forivarcl to hold our
horses ; no one uppearerl to welcome us, or to express
a world of sympathy. The most elmritable supposi-
tion is, that it had been previously settled that Colonel
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D--—— should receive the bachelors of the party,
while other arrangements, of‘ which we knew nothing,
were made for the ladies and their families. The Com-
missioner of Ajmere was a venerable-looking old man,
and in very bad health, and, as he died shortly after,
I shall so far attend to the old proverb, ‘ De mortuis
nil nisi bonum,’ as to say no more than I have
already said regarding our reception at Beeawr.
As soon as I found there was no prospect of
our getting the least relief at the Commissioner’s
house, I returned to the diseonsolate party in the
compound-liaving been selfish enough to procure for
myself a glass of water, which I had to beg from
one of the Colonel’s sable attendants—and related my
experience. There was no help for it. The first thing
was to get under cover, as the sun’s rays were fiercely
hot. There was an empty bungalow hard by, and to
this we hastened; here was shelter to be had, at any
rate ; we fastened up our horses in the deserted stables,
took what measures we could to procure some grass
for them, and then returned to console our hungry
families with bare words of sympathy and comfort.
We sent the first tliing to the bal<er’s For some bread,
for some of us were half starved; to our dismay the
baker returned answer that he would not let us have
any bread till we sent the money for it. This was it
sad blow to our hopes, for of course we had not a
farthing among us. So far had the respect for
British character sunk in a few short hours, that an
answer was returned to an application which no
native in India Would have dreamt of giving twenty-
four hours before. Misfortune makes strange bed.
fellows, they say, but it also teaches many lessons
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78 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
that may he useful in after life. We were fiiirly at
our wit’s end to devise means for providing the
eommonestneecssrwies of‘ life; never hofnrc, during
my wanderings over pretty \vell half the continent oi
India, lmd I lmown what it was to want; i'or {L
moment n c-ordinl1'eeeption and kind hospimlity
Wherever there was :1. British olliccr to he found. lllliat
had lmppened? The Sepoys, \\'l101l1 We liked and
trusted, had nearly murdered us. Had liilman not-u1'e
become suddenly diseased. ?—Wcro our countrymen
affected lay the same spirit that lecl_tl1o natives to

-attempt our lives? This was, indeed, the lmrclest
blow of all.

But a ‘ Deus ex mzicliinii’ came to our rcliefin the
very moment of our utmost need, and t-his was the
husband of one of the ladies of our party, who had
discovered that there was a good Samaritan at
Becawr after all, and that we had only to make
ourway to his house to get food and shelter and
rest. Overjoyed, we lost no time in acting on the
good intelligence, and made our way on foot through
some deserted gardens and dried-up compounds, and
over ruined walls and broken-down hedges, to the
house of Dr. Small, medical oflieer to the local bat-
talion, and in medical charge of the place. Here We
found Dr. Small’s little bungalow literally crammed.
He and his wife, who were kindness personified, put
themselves and child as mueli out of the way as pos-
sible, to make room for the needy and numerous
visitors; as many as nine separate families found
refuge under his roofl and a curious scene it was.
The Prealifast-table, not large enough to admit all at
once, was crowded, and the food quickly dispatched.
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RETURN TO NUSSEEIIABAD. 79

Many of us were too fatigued to talce more than
a mouthfid, hut a cup of tea or
relished as they were seldom relished heI'm'e. After
breakfast we lay clown, as We could and \\'l1e1'ewe
could, carrying on all tl1e time n. fierce <1iscu.~<.s'iu11 on
the events that had led to our present Ili;;-ht. We
all 1-elated each his individual expurielice, emnpureml.
notes, and speculated on the cause of the imitiuy, &(:.
--topics that have now fiairly grown tlnreadhzu-0 under
oft-1~citerated discussions. How Dr. Small (J(Illl(l
have managed to receive us all as he did, and how
We all manag'e<l to squeeze into his lmuso, is a
wonder. The Commissioner, however, whose house
had ample aeconnnodatiou for all of us, did not escape
the 1'avag'es of the locusts, in the shape of hmlgry
visitors, for all the bachelors of the party, and the
officers of the 1st Lancers, which regiment rem.-lied
Beeawr a few hours after us, put up within the Walls
of his spacious domicile, and a wllolesale eon-
sumption of beer and eheroots and pmvelider of
all kinds succeeded. It Was Friday morning
when we reached Beeawix By Sunday evening, as
the reader may suppose, we began to get very tired of
our sojourn there. A small house full of ladies and
children in the hot Weather, and in such a state of
utter destitution as we were, or should have been, had
it not been for the kind exertions of our host and
hostess, was not the place for gentlemen to ‘stay at
longer than was necessary; so as soon as we heard
that the mutineers had left Nusseerabad, I deter-
mined to accompany Capt. B—-, the cummissm-jat
officer and bazaar master, hack to the ruined station,
and see what amount of damage had. been (lone, and
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80 THE MUTINIES IN RA-T1’OO'1‘ANA.
what chance there was of recovering any of our lost
property. The Lancers returned to Nusscerabad
before us, so the road might be supposed tolerably
safe, though there were said to be u number of
Sepoys loitering about the country. I must not
forget to mention that a party of the goth N. 1.,
under a native ofliccr, said to be about I20 strong,
had left the rebels, and {bllowed us to Beeawr. They
were ordered to halt outside the station, and to give
up their arms. An otlicer, Captain Feliwiek, was
sent to meet them, and receive their submission 3
and accordingly he repaired to the spot. It was a
very hot day, and the Walk made him feel very
thirsty, but there was difficulty in getting water from
the Well, as natives, either Hindoo or Mussuhnan, will
not allow alluropean to drink out of their vessels.
But the native officer of the party, a Hindoo, came for-
ward, and olfercd his, remarking, ‘ Talse mine, Sahib,
and drink, there is no such thing as caste now.’ I
merely mention this to show how universal was the
feeling that the authorities were bent upon the destruc-
tion of caste, and that all \vho sided with the British
must do so at the sacrifice of their religious prejudices.

The same evening that we returned to Nussecrabad,
this party of Sepoys was unexpectedly ordered to
march thither also under two of their own ofiicers
They had received no warning to prepare, and the sud-
den intelligence of the move excited their suspicions,
already actively at work. A short time was given
them to complete a few arrangem ents, such as packing
up their bundles, Ste, but when they fell in before
starting it was found that a large number, about half,
had made use of the interval to desert. _



scnnr: IN CAN'I‘ONMENTS. S1
A curious scene met our eye as we entered the

ruined station on Monday morning about sunrise.
The first thing I noticed was the white uppeurunce of
the roads We were riding on ; it looked as if it had
been snowing, and the snow had left innumerable
patches all over the place. ‘V42 soon found thnt this
White appearance of the ground resulted from an
immense quantity of paper strewed about, chiefly
private letters, taken evidently out of writing-desks
and cabinets, where they had been no doubt placed
with the idea of keeping them from the eye of
strangers. Here was o. revelation of secrets and family
matters. 1 observed that nearly all I picked up
were overland letters, and began at first collecting
them with at view of returning them to the owner, W110
had evidently made a. point of preserving them for
some object, but I soon found that the attempt would
end in my overburdening myself, for I could have
collected a donkey-load in llitlf-11I1—hOL11', and by even-
ing should have required at camel to carry the product
of my day’s gleaming.

The houses were mostly blackened ruins ; the com‘
pounds, like the roads, strewed with papers, notes,
letters, private and official, fragments of books ; the
ditches round most of the compounds, too, were quite
full of papers, and what chiefly attracted my attention.
was the immense quantity of music lying about,
Trashy stufl, I dare say, as old music generally is, but,
had I chosen to collect it, I could have laid in a. stock
that would have put most regimental lmndrnasters in
ecstasies. In one compound I observed a singular
result from the wholesale plunder that had been going
on. The house was apparently one of the last that
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had been gutted, For there were more remnants of
property here than in any other estate : when I soy
more remnants, I must not be understood to imply
that there were any remnants at all at other places
except paper; the saelzilig cl" the station had been
most complete, indeed it had undergone three saukings,
first by the Sepoys, then by the villagers, and lastly by
the bazaar pe0ple,—~or very likely the latter had the
second chance ; but it was wonderful how every single
shred of everything in the shape of property had been
carried away, except in the house I speak of, which had
been inhabited by one of the married oliicers oi‘ my
own regiment. There was a little croelzery actually
unbroken in the compound, and a plate-cliest, alas!
‘empty; still the chest was there, and that was some-
thing wonderful. The usual havoc had bccn com-
mitted aniong the papers and books here as clscwliere,
and the \vl1ole ground was strewed with fragnionts of
literature; but it seems the scene of devastation and
plunder had been disturbed by a westerly wind, and
the consequence was, the paper had been blown away.
Immediately behind the house was a field eovcrod with
stubble about six inches in height. The clibct of the
wind among the papers had been to blow them away
into this field, where they all lodged, one piece against
-each hit of stubble, standing upright over the whole
ground in such a position that you could rend the
contents of most as you walked up and down between
the furrows. A most excellent plan for peripatetic
philosophers to exercise both mind and body at the
same time. We rode through the bazaar. On entering
it I was greeted by two or three of my servants, who
came running up, pretending great delight at my

p

v



DESTRUCTION or PROPERTY. 83
return; said they had been hiding in the bazaar in
imminent fear of their lives ever since the outbreak.
This account of themselves I professed to be satisfied
with, as I was in great Want of servants, for very few
indeed remained with us. Their conduct was, to say
the least, open to inquiry, for had they been so solieitons
about our safety and so anxious to return to their
avoeations, there was nothing in the World to have
prevented their going to Beeawr. My companion,
Captain B-——~—, had been sent in by the Brigadier
with orders to reassure the inhabitants of the bazaar,
both by his presence at his post and by his conduct
and language, as it was a great object to allay the
general panic, and get the people to return to their
Ordinary business as soon as possible. The bazaar
bore evident traces of having been subjected to rough
usage, still there was nothing to be seen of the ruin
and desolation we had heard so much about. A house
here and there had been set on fire, and the doors,
and doorposts, and roof burnt, but as a general rule
they were intact, and at least half, I should think, were
shut up and locked, showing that the owner had left
the place for the present. The large shopkeepers, of
whom there were two, the principal native residents
at Nusseerabad, did not appear to have suffered any-
thing at all. One of these, a Parsee shopkeeper, com-
plained indeed that the Sepoys had gone into his shop
and smashed everything, but We reached Nnsseerabatl
about thirty-six or forty honrs after the rebels had
gene, and certainly in the interim he could have
had no means of replenishing his shop, and I saw no
signs of such violent outrage. He told the Wildest
stories 3 that one Sepoy had broken open his treasure-
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84» THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
chest and taken away 19,000 rupecs—rather alarge
sum in cash for him to have by him, especially in
troublous times, when natives had been for long ex-
pecting an outbreak‘. The other shopkeeper, who had
a very large establishment and extensive godowns
Well-stocked with furniture, Ste, kept his doors locked
up. Externally his house had suiiered nothing, and
when I first went inside, which was some days after
my return, I found things pretty 11111011 ill 11118 State
they were before the outbreak. One of our oflicers,
Dr. de R——, who had lately come from England, had
brought with him a good deal of nice furniture, in the
shape of ornamented cabinets, Ste. Immediately on
his return to Nusseerabad, he went straight to this
man’s shop, and insisted on its being opened; with
considerable diffieulty he eifected an entrance, where,
not much to his surprise apparently, for he seems to
have suspected something of the kind, he found all his
furniture safely lodged in the shop, and exposed, to all
appearance for sale, along with the rest of the stock in
hand. Of course he claimed his property, but the
Wily native, who was not to be caught napping, came
forward, and smilingly assured him that he had re-
moved the property to his shop for safety, and was
only too glad to return it. I afterwards went to our
mess>house. It had for some reason or other escaped
being burnt, but had been pretty well gutted. There
were two or three pieces of a table here saved by one
of the Sepoys of the regiment, who, under very sus-
picious circumstances indeed, was found in the lines on
our return. We had had a good supply of beer, and wine,
and stores in our godown when the outbreak occurred.
Whe1'e were they all gone to? The Sepoys certainly

a



NATIVE snorxnnrnns. 85
could not have carried away bottles of beer and wine,
and oiluian’s stores. Had they been smashed, and the
contents spilled out of wanton mischief on the floor,
still We should have found the fragments in the one
case, and the empty bottles in the other. But no,
everything had been carried away, bottles, boxes, and
all. There was not, and is not to this day, a shadow
of doubt in my mind that the whole of these stores,
and a very large proportion of the private property
that was lost, fell into the hands of the native trades-
men in the bazaar (who, if they had not been in league
with the rebels, or at any rate had means of influ-
encing them, would never have escaped ruin at their
hands), and were retailed subsequently when troops
returned to the place. Under this impression it may
be imagined how anxious I was for the return of the
Brigadier to the eantonment, as I never doubted for :1.
moment that the first thing he would do would he to
authorize a thorough search for property in the bazaar.
VVill it he believed, it was not allowed!

Captain ]3——— had been sent in, as I have observed,
with a view of reassuring the inhabitants of the
bazaar. I was much amused at the way he did so.
We stopped every now and then as we rode through,
and were of course immediately surrounded by a
crowd of natives, who complained loudly and bitterly
of the terrible losses they had met with, and the bar-
barous manner they had been treated. ‘ Never mind,’
replied Captain 13--—, in a soothing tone and manner,
‘it will be all right now; there are so many pultans
(native regiments) on their way, and so many Euro-
pean soldiers ; the first instalment will be here imme-
diately.’ Now, eonsiclering the experience these men
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86 run MUTINIES nv RAJPOOTANA.
had just had of native regiments, it seemed huta poor
source of consolation to them to know that though
the dreaded Sepoys had just gone off to Delhi laden
with plunder, there were plenty more coming. The
prospect of a garrison of European soldiers miglit have
been deemed a tower of strength at any other time,
but just then the value of soldiers and everything
else European had fallen considerably in the market ;
the public feeling was anything but one of confidence
in us, and it was a question whether, to the excited
imagination of these people, the advent of the Goro.
log (English soldiers) was not looked upon as a worse
calamity than even the occupation of the place by
Sepoys.

After reassuring the rninds of the inhabitants in
this el'l'ectual manner, and sitting for a short time at
the ]?arsee’s shop, the owner of which gave us what
refrcslirnent he could, and promised to have some
curry made for us and sent up to Captain l3———’s
ofiice, which had escaped demolition, that ofllccr rode
05' to look at his ruins, and I went to look at mine.
Nuniberlcss are the associations connected in our
minds with ‘the magic word Home; but it is very
rarely that in India, more especially to those in the
army, and in the roving, unsettled life we lead in it,
a temporary sojourn at a. military station can in-
vest our places of residence with even the imaginary
attributes of home. Still our bungalows are the only
homes we have, and one cannot walk over the yet
warm ashes of the house he has lived in even for a
month, without feeling more or less the force of the
calamity that drove him and his, honseless (even if
he considered himself homeless before), into the world.
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RUINED BUNGALOWS. 87
The ruins of my late bungalow did indeed present a
sad scene of desolation. I sank up to my ankle in
ashes, which, as I have said, were still warm ; every-
thing was destroyed—-it was a total ruin. I found a
number of our visiting cards strewed about the com-
pound, lmt, strange to say, no papers scarcely; the
demon of destruction had revelled here even with
greater violence than at other places, and even hooks
and papers had been totally destroyed. I had had a
nice library, at least For India, and a number of pic-
tures ; engravings, books, papers, all were burnt to
ashes. On the mantelpiece in the drawing-room there
had stood a stcrcoscope, and a pile of stereoscopic pic-
tures on subjects of family interest. The glasses were
still there, partly melted, but of course no traces of
the images represented on them. A coloured dagne1'-
reotypc of some menibcrs of‘ my family, done upon 11.
brass plate, still remained; it had been subjected pretty
well to the action of‘ fire, but the figures and colour
were still discernible. In the compound I found stems
of moderator lamps liised and hull' melted; on the
wall, as if placed there in derision, a broken tortoise-
shell tea-caddy, an old family relic; and in the scr-
vants’ huts and onthouses several empty broken boxes,
chiefly those which had contained ladies’ wearing ap-
parel, dresses, Sze. ; and this was all I found. I looked
about, and moralized a little, and then, mounting my
horse, rode clown to the lilies and reginiental bazaar.

Here all was much as it was clse\vhc1‘e-—ruin and
desolation; the lines had been burnt, :1 portion of the
huts escaping, and the bazaar also, but, before leaving,
the nuitineers had wantonly destroyed a small Hindoo
temple that stood in a central position in the bhzaar,
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88 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

and was always regarded by the men of that religion
with the usual veneration and respect paid to places
of the kind. Here was another enigma in the unac-
countable conduct of the Hindoos. What could have
induced them to violate the sanctity of one of their
own objects of worship? It was not to be supposed
that the Mussulmans, the smallest party numerically
in the corps, would have ventured on such an act,
even had they wished to so\v the seeds of dissension
in the rebel army; and why should the I-Iindoos commit
an act of religious suicide ?

The regimental hunneahs, or shopkeepers, from
whom the Scpoys purchased grain, were still hanging
about the deserted and ruined shops. I had found out
that their debts in the regiment and accounts with
the men had, by dint of the most inexorable dunning
and the greatest exertion on their part, been settled
before the day on which the outbreak occurred, which
was pretty strong circumstantial evidence that they
were all aware beforehand when the mutiny was to
commence. The regimental hospital was empty.
What had become of the sick? There was one case
certainly in which removal must have been attended
with serious consequences. About a fortnight before
the outbreak, a murder had been committed in the
Sudder bazaar, attended with unusual results. In a
fit of jealousy a man armed himself with a sword,
and rushed suddenly upon a party, consisting of his
wife, a lover, and the wife’s mother; the wife and the
lover were both killed, and the mother-in-law was
supposed to be, for the murderer left her on the ground
with an immense gash in her head, her arm cut
clean oil‘, and several other wounds about her body ;
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in this state she was found next morning, and, strange
to say, was yet alive. The injured hushand who had
thus revenged himself was captured \vith dilllculty, for
he tool: refuge in a gedown 01' store shed, filled with
sacks of potatoes, the property of the eommissariat
contractor, and, ensconced behind these hulwarks,
bade defiance to the myrmidons of the law when they
came to arrest him. He was taken at Inst by a small
party who went after him armed with muskets, against
which the potatoes would have offerecl a vain resis-
tance. The woman, with but a feeble sp.'u‘k of life
remaining in her, as may well he supposed, was taken
to our regimental hospital, where I saw her once or
twice during my rounds. It was found necessary to
re-amputate the arm, though it had been out clean
off, and, as the wound in the head alone had been
sufficient to have killed hall’ a dozen mortals with the
ordinary ninount of vitality in them, it was (111ltOC‘Ol1-
trury to all the experience of our medieos that she
survived. However, she did survive, and though
Weak when I saw her some (lays after the uu1raj_v;e hud
been committed, was in no had ease. \/Vlien I revisited
the hospital after my return, the old woman was gone;
the murderer had been, of course, released from prison,
and joined the rebels. I hope he offered his pour old
mother-in-law an arm, at any rate, as they trudged
along the road to Delhi.

The mutineers were closely pursued by two ollicers,
Lieutenant \Vnlters and Heatheote, the former El
civil oflicer, and the latter Deputy .Assistant-Q.ua1'ter-
1\Iaster-General of the Rajpootmm. Field Force, as the
Nusseerahad garrison was called; these olliucrs were
accompanied by a. body of men called Raj txioolws,
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90 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

,which signifies armed retainers of the 1ieigl1b<.ui1'i11g
independent chiefs ; some belonging to the Jodhpore
and some to the Jeypore states. The men would not
fight, and they were too much afraid of the Sepoys
and the guns to attack them, had they wished, but
they made no secret of the fact that their sympa-
thies were with the rebels; they believed that \ve
had tried to tamper with the religion of our men,
and evidently thought they were right to act as
they did. Still they went along with these two
British oifiecrs cheerily -enough, and, keeping just
behind the rebel column, followed it nearly up to
Delhi. It is a strange thing that though they
were on the look-out for stragglers, they found none.
The rebels made good long marches, the roads were
in many places very heavy, the men were encum-
bered with immense quantities of plunder, and must
have been badly oil‘ for carriage, yet the pursuers
could pick up no stragglers. They parted with a
quantity oi‘ the plundered property in the villages as
they went along, from which a portion of it was sub-
sequently recovered; but that they should have
managed to carry along their sick and women and
children and baggage in their hasty march, ill-equipped
as they were, is not one of the least curious parts of
their strange history.

The behaviour of our domestic servants during this
crisis was, as a general rule, most infamous. \\'hat-
ever grievances the Sepoys may have had, or fancied
they had, the other class, at any rate, could not plead
even this excuse. They were not called upon to use
obnoxious cartridges, nor was it ever whispered that
any attempt was to be made against their caste and
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prejudices, unless, indeed, the absurd story of the
bone dust attn, which would affect them as much as
the Sepoys, may be considered in this light. VVithout
any exception almost, the officers’ servants aided in
plundering their masters and mistresses, by whom,
as :1 general rule, they had alvmys been well and lihe~
rally treated, and accompanied the mutincers to Delhi.
One of the grossest CLISES of treachery and iiigmtitiicle
in this class was that of :1 servant Colonel Shuldhzun
had had in his serviee sixteen years ; and the Colonel
was most particular in his treatrnent of natives, and
towards this men especially he had always behaved
with the utmost kindness and good-nature. The man
Was 21 sirdar, or head of the Coloncl’s establishment,
and :1 great man evidently in his own estimation and
that of his compeers. Instead of repaying sixteen
years of kindness and liberality by following his
master and slmring his fortunes, he tool: his fill of
plunder and joined the rebels. In our own case we
had pretty much the same experience. The inferior
scrvunts in the household, as I afterwrn-(ls learnt, made
up bundles of clothes, and any articles they liked to
select out of the house, and went off’ with them, My
willfs aynh had accompanied her in the buggy, so she
could not very well desert, and Wes subsequently
joined by her husband, who presented himself at
Beeawr n day or two after we got there, with 21 spare
regimental sword, a pair of pistols, and u pnir of
boots; the last two no menu addition to my then
slender stock of goods and chattels. Having recently
arrived from England, We had no old servant with
us, but one or two that we had entertained at Nus»
seerahad ; these men rejoined me on my return,‘ and
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I was therefore much better oil" than many others who
could get no servants at all for n long time, though I
was perfectly conscious all the \vhile that my ihithful
domestics had helped themselves very liberally to our
rnoveahle property.

They had the grace to return a Few articles which
were then most invaluable to us, but what spirit of
disorder or incongruity could have influenced them in
their selection it is impossible to conceive. They
professed to have gathered up what they could, anal
preserved it by burying the bundles in the earth; but
one would have supposed from an inspection of the
property thus returned to us, that the rebels must
have first of all collected every article of apparel, every
book, every material object inside the house, put them
altogether in a heap, with as much disorder as possible,
and then let a man blindfold put his hand upon it,
and draw out a certain number of things. There were
at few little books znnong theni. W1: lizul, mnong other
relics, several old prayer-books, which after being half
worn out by age, as is usually the case, hurl been re-
placed in general use by others, but the old ones we
had kept, though of course they would not be allowed
to retain their place in the book-shelf. These, to the
number of six, were preserved. I also found two little
volumes of Jeremy Taylor’s Works, and strange to say,
two copies of the same hook, Diane T'iz"22'e, which I had
by me, one of these being, I reeolleeted, on the drawing-
room table ; the other, which was .1 superfluous one
altogether, was, I know, on the shelf; yet these two
books were brought back. The rest of my library, a
valuable one, particularly in oriental works, was totally
destroyed. I discovered in raking up the rubbish,
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which, rubbish as it Was, I was glad enough to
get, a fe\v ladies’ dresses, a few articles of apparel,
apparently the oldest and most worn in our wardrobes;
a lace cambric handkerchief was wrapped round the
bit of it very old bridle, and lots of new ribbon were
intermingled with old shoes. Out of my wife’s stock
of jewellery, one brooch and one bracelet were brought
back.

In :1 few (lays after my return to Nusseerabad, the
reinforcement so kindly promised to the inhabitants
of the bazaar arrived; a detaclirnent of the Jodhpore
legion, a Wing of the 12th Bombay N.I., a detach-
ment of the and Bombay Cavalry, 3 guns Bombay
Horse Artillery (European), and about zoo men of
H.M’s. 831-rl. The offieers I had left at Beemvr ae~
cornpanied this part of the detachment, as also did the
Brigadier and his staff. The ladies remained at
Beeawr. "We (i.e., the ofiieers of my regiment) took
up our abode in our mess-house, each occupying a,
corner of one of the rooms; purchased at exorbitant
prices in the bazaar a few plates and cooking pots,
got a servant or two to attend us, and made ourselves
as comfortable as circumstances would allow.

,.

~ _

' 1
4 1



94-

CHAPTER VI‘

AFFAIRS AT NUSS1ZEl'£A1'L—\1"r—-'[’ROI'Ii1RTY BROUGITJ‘ 'lN—-'WAN-
DIERING I‘ANDI1'IS"~]IO“' THE ]\1UTINY XYAS MANAGED,

1 CANNOT say that matters were in a, very satis-
factory state at NL1sseernbu(l. Vlle sot to work to

gather up the fragments, as it Were, of our regimental
institutions, and settle as far as we could, while things
were fresh in our memory, hand and mess accounts,
Ste. ; we hud to clrmv out returns and rolls for trans-
mission to head-quarters, committees sat to investigate
losses, and altogether, the horse being gone, We (lid
our best to shut securely the stable door. The detach-
ment of the 83111 and the guns having re-estziblislned
British authority in the district, orders were issued to
all who had stolen property to give it up, and 1» party
of cavalry under :2. British oflic-er went out every (lay
to visit the neighbouring villages and scour the
country, taking carts with them to bring back any-
thing they found. The property the cavalry brought
in was deposited in the stanrlzuwl guarcl, and another
blulding attached to the regiment. The greater part
of" the miscellaneous collection of Worldly goods thus
restored consisted, as may readily he supposed, of
nothing but empty boxes; the contents having been
ubstraetexl, the boxes were returned. The more valu-
able property was placed in tho school-room, and after
it had been allowed to accumulate for some clays,
peopie were summoned by :1, public notice to go and
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RECOVERY or GOODS. 95
claim their own; it was necessary to have it taken
away to make room for more.

\Vords would fail to enumerate the miscellaneous
genera of articles heaped together; the only thing I
ever heard of, to which it might be compared, is the
fabled castle in the moon, where all lost articles are
deposited. The reader must imagine a heap of the
most heterogeneous things it is possible to concentrate
together, all of course more or less damaged ; ladies’
silk and lace dresses had been dragged in the dirt;
books and pictures had been kicked about ; plate and
cutlery exposed to the damp air; but it is useless
attempting to describe the mass of confused and jum-
bled property.

This was nothing, however, to what was to be seen
at the Kotwallo. in the Sudder bazaar. This place
had been appointed for the reception of everything
brought in by police, discovered in the bazaar or can-
tonments, in short, for whatever came to light on
byeways or byerouds, and that was not recovered by
the cavalry, whose expeditions to the surrounding-
villeges ceased after each had been visited. The
inhabitants of one had turned out and pelted the
troopers and the officers with them on one occasion,
of \vhieh fresh outrage against British authority the
usual notice was taken, that is, it was passed over in
silence. Cartloads of odds and ends were being
brought in all daylong, and thrown upon the ground;
each succeeding‘ cart emptied its load upon the former
deposit, and so on, till at last there grew into existence
two heaps, which, if collected i11to one, would have
equalled in bulk and size u snia-ll house. A great part
of this, however, was clothing, Scpoys’ great coats,
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96 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANIM

uinforms, &o. ; but there was an immense quantity of
hooks and music, besides :1 room full of ladies’ dresses
in u neighbouring house. People were in this ease,
too, invited to select their property and carry it away,
and the render \vill understand what the probnl)ility
was of one’s being ahle to find and recognise anything
amid such a mass; the chance was ten i3l10llE1t11(1 to
one that the article he was in search of was not on
the surface at the time he was looking for it, and of
course to penetrate into the under strata of such :1.
formation was more than the most enthusiastic geo-
logist would have ventured on. And it was :1 curious
thing, and not unworthy of remark, that although
every one seemed to find something that he recognised
as helonging to some one else, I scarcely ever heard
of any one 1'eco;;1iisii1g' his own property. Certainly I
rescued nothing of mine, though I used to repair daily
to the Kotwnlln as n. mutter of business. There were
a number of Sepoys, will it be believed, straggling
about the cnntoument. They were men \ve found
there on our return who had joined the mutineers in
their plunder of the place, but not feeling inclined to
make so long a journey as that to Delhi, had deserted
their comrades when they started, and returned to
the empty lines, giving themselves up, or reporting
themselves, as they culled it, to the first British ofiicer
they came across, and of course making out that they
had been usefully engaged in some Way or other.
These men were permitted to reside in czmtonments,
and used to go swaggering about the place claiming
property, as they called it, armed with huge hludgeons,
and ready for any mischief. In their behaviour to
English officers they were most rude and insolent,
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ASSAULT or A snror. 97
regardless of orders, with no duty to do, as they drew
no pny. They used to throng the Kotwnlln in such
numbers, pulling about the things there on the
pretence of looking For property, that it became an
absolute nuisance. At last the Brigadier ordered {L
subaltcrn otlieor to go on duty at the Kotwnlln daily
to preserve order. On one occasion, when an oflicer,
who has been mentioned before, Lieutenant Thuekwell,
was engaged in the duty, 0. crowd of Sepoys came
round the place, us was their wont, interfering with
the object For which the property was being brought
there, insuhordinnte and insolent as usual. Thaclcwell
ordered them hack two or three times : most of them
retired sulkily, but one of the number was determined
to have his o\vn Way, and refused to move; on which
Tll€1Cl{\V0ll put his hand to his shoulder and pushed
him off’. The man had with hiin an iron-hound club,
manufactured expressly for breaking heads in village
rows; he raised it in the most approved Indo-Tippe-
rary fashion, and in one second more it would have
descended on Thnckwe1l’s skull and Frueturczl it. He
was, however, n powerful mun—-more powerful than
his opponent, who was one of those enormous six feet
two men which we used to he so fond of seeing in our
mnlss-—-and clenchi11g' his fist, he sent it with the
whole force of his muscular nruri right in the Pandy’s
thee. He turned :1. sommersnult backwards, and fell
senseless.

The matter was reported, but no notice taken of it,
the Sepoy’s attack hzwing been supposed to he
cancelled by the oflicer’ s unconstitutional Way of
defending himself. _

:]3efore proceeding further with the narrative, it
I H -Q
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98 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

will be necessary to say a Few worzls in explnnntion or
what has gone before. \Ve Ilflll been so taken by
surprise that we scarcely knew how the catastrophe
which llfltl involved us all in rl common n1isl'ortnne
l'l[I.(l occurred, and it was not till some (lays aFter\var(ls
that the real story of the mutiny was arrivcrl at.
Even new there is G0l1Si(lC\'itl)lC (lifl'erenee of opinion
among oflicers of clilterent regiments as to the share
talten by their respective corps in the general outbreak ;
but I believe the following is as true a statement as
can be obtninecl of the manner in which the mutiny
began at Nusseerabacl. I llflll been told it was the
Sepoys of the goth who hail taken the guns, and this
hacl not been contradicteil. I did not observe that
many of our own men were absent from parade; and
though conscious that a few of them had gone over to
the mutineers, as I saw them go myself, yet I was
still under the impression that the lender of the
mutiny, and the bull: of the men who lunl C€l17t1'l1‘C(l the
guns, were from the goth. The eontra1'y,lio\vever, was
the case. The artillery was posted between the two
regiments, and was consequently flzmked by the light
company of the 15th on the right, and the grenadier
company of the 50th on the left. The mutiny began
by a. few men of the light company of the f'ormer
regiment, a smaller number still of the grenadier
company of the latter rushing upon the guns when
the horses were away at watering, and only the
ordinary artillery sentries on the look-out. I believe
at first the number of mntineers that held possession
of the guns was not more than twenty-seven 3 the
bulk of the 15th did not openly join them till after sun-
setithat is, three or four hours after-—and the bulk
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CAUSES OF THE MUTINY. 99

of the goth did not join them till night. How was
it, then, the mutiny occurred at all? It was just
this: there were a. certain number of active leading
spirits in both regiments and in the battery
determined upon mutiny, and determined also upon
getting the majority of their comrades to join them.
How these men were influenced, or who they were
that stimulated them to rebellion, or what connexion
they had, if any, with other parties at a distance, bent
on attempting; the overthrow of the British Govern-
ment, or whether or not they were acting in concert
with, or in obedience to, instructions from the royal.
families of Oude or Delhi, this is not the place to
inquire. 'l‘here is no doubt, I think, that the mutiny
at Nusseerabad, and at other stations also, took place
immediately in consequence of instructions or com-
munications from certain strangers, who came into
the lines under the disguise of fakeers. VVho they
were it is impossible now to say—whether Sepoys of
one of the regiments so foolishly disbanded at Barrack-
pore--as if it were our object to send eniissaries into
every corner of the country, and sow the seeds of
rebellion and disaffeetion broadcast over the lancl——01'
messengers from Delhi or Lucknow. They did not
cease tampering with the native troops even after
our men had marched for Delhi, for I have seen them
coming from the lines of the Bombay troops.

In every case of mutiny there were a few designing
traitors in the corps bent on crime; they knew that
the whole army was composed of very inflammable
materials; if a spark once ignited the train, the
conflagration was sure to spread. The way for mutiny
was well prepared beforehand, perhaps had “been

_ H 2 _
I



H,‘
T 91

<

\

l
l

._;

Ii
lfil

4

I l
W, ,

li_ll,‘@
§‘~%?:
34

l;;r»;;

J}.s;»i=.~l~££.-.;-@~:r-§-““5-.“

t

i i \

100 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
preparing for years; very likely, as liitlttyrtli Ally
says, ever since the Atfglizm war: the lezwen was at
work, and good cure was taken that its action shoulcl
not cease. At lost, about the month of’ May, the
men were wrought up to the liighest pitch of excite-
ment by prophecies, and tmclitions, and W£\1‘11i11g'S,
and tlirezits, and every means that craft eoulrl suggest
to work upon superstition and ignorance. They were
taught to believe that something trerneiulous was
about to happen ; that our empire must be overthrown ;
that an attempt was to he mucle to corrupt their
minds, and put down the practice of their religion,
and to destroy the distinction of caste. All this the
hulk of the men, T believe, really luicl to heart. The
ignorant and superstitious, prohahly the most honest,
were thus made sure of : they would join the mutiny
directly the portentous sign they were on the look-
out for commenced, either in the heavens or on the
earth. The utterly unprinciplc£l—-:1, very t0lerul>ly
large cluss—-whoa areal little either about God or man,
as long as they kept out of mischief and made money,
would join whichever sizle carried the clay. The
remaining class, who were really well affected towarcls
the British Government, were so weak in number
that they might he easily overpowered when the Qfigis
came.

This view of things will account for much of the
otherwise incomprehensible conduct of rliflcrent regi-
meuts, and many of the phenomena, of the mutiny
which at first might appear so exti-norclinziry as to be
utterly inexplicable hy any of the principles or
instincts which usually influence human nature. I
laelie\*e, that if we had hacl a small party-say, at com-
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THE BOMBAY CAVALRY. 101
pany'only—of Europeans at Nusseerabad we should
have prevented the outbreak altogether; at least, we
should have prevented its success. If we hacl been
able to recapture the guns, we should have been
joined by the cavalry, who would then probably have
really exerted themselves, and a large body from both
infantry regiments, especially the 3oth——-for the
Well-disposed would have thrown all the weight of
their influence into the scale with us. At Nusseera-
bad, however we were utterly helpless; and consi-
dering all things, it is not much to be wondered at
that, when the mutiny broke out, the hulk of the men
thought everything was gone against us, and deter-
mined to go themselves too. The liandihl of daring-
spirits who first rushed on the guns knew of course
that the artillerymen would 0li'er only a nominal
opposition ; the rest of the men wavered and waited ;
for three or four hours or more were we on parade
doing nothing but looking at one another. The
cavalry Failed to take the guns ; the Wives and families
of the olficcrs had fled, or were hiding themselves;
the men were given large doses of ’ bhang,’ and became
intoxicated and reckless. An attempt was made to
secure the colours, and the whole thing was over:
they had now but to get rid of their officers and join
the King of Delhi.

A good deal was said at the time, and subsequently,
about the hellaviour of the Bombay Cavalry, and no
small amount of ill-will has been engendered by the
opinions which have been offered on the subject. I
am sorry to say anything that may give offence to
any man, especially to any of the gallant and hospi~
table officers of the Ist Bombay Lancers; but the truth
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102 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
must he spoken, and it is better for all parties that it
should be told. Why did not the cavalry take the
guns from the mere handful of men who had posses-
sion ot them? To say they could not is a far worse
compliment to the corps than to assert that it was
disafltcted. That attempts had been made to tamper
with them there can be no doubt. I believe half the
troopers were Oude men, from the same province, and
connected by common interest (and in many cases by
actual and close relationship) with the Sepoys oi’ the
15th and 30th Bengal N1. But there were several
things that fortunately prevented their attempts at
seducing the cavalry from their allegiance from being
successful. The chief was, the systein that prevailed
in the Bombay army, which undoubtedly was infinitely
better adapted for native soldiers than that which
prevailed in Bengal, the latter being fomirled on the
principle the adoption of which cxhibitcd the greatest
possible ignorance of human nature. I will not cuter
upon the subject now iiirther than to repent What has
so often been said before, lest any of my renders
should happen to be ignorant of it»-that in the Bengal
army commanding officers were nothing but seijeant-
majors, the other European oflicers were nonentities
as far as actual authority went ; the adjutant-general
commanded the whole army, and the coininantling
ofiicer could neither reward or punish. In Bombay,
on the contrary, commanding oilicers of corps had all
the power which men in their position must be en-
trusted with if they are to have that influence over
their men which is absolutely necessary in dealing
with any troops, either native or European. Besides
this, it is the custom in the Bombay native regiments
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THEIR CONDUCT EXPLAINED. -103

for the men to keep their families with them in the
lines; this the Bengal Sepoys seldom did; and it is
obvious that although such a practice might interfere
Occasionally with the efficiency of a regiment, render-
ing it more clitlicult to march when means of transport
have to be procured for the women and children, as
well as the men, it renders the chances of a general
mutiny much less. The wives and families of the
Sepoys then become a kind of hostage for their good.
l.V:l1B.\’lO\1l.'. This motive was not calciilated, however,
to operate so effectually in keeping; the Bombay native
army true to its oilicers as the rnixture of races and
castes that were to be found always in its ranks.

That the Bombay Lancers, led as they were by as
gallant :1 set of ofiiecrs as ever drew their swords,
could not have captured the guns is scarcely credible.
It is evident that the men had. not been seducecl from
their allegiance, because they behaved well afterwards,
protected us when We left the station, and not only
that, hut left their own families in the lines when the
whole of the rest of the station was in possession of
the mutineers; and indeed rernainezl faithful to the
British Government under circumstances subsequently
that must have heen very trying to the confidence of
Asiatics ; iucleegl, their fidelity, never clouhted by their
o\vn oflicers—hut suspected, as was natural, perhaps,
by those who llklfl experienced practically too much of
the treachery of Asiaties to trust them uucler any
circumstances while recent events were so fresh in
their recollections--nnrlerwent the severest ordeal it
could Well he subjected to. But making all all0\v~
ance for their position, and for their attachment to
their ofiicers and to the Government, I do not think
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104 run MUTINIES IN maroornm.
it likely that they were unaware of the intentions of
the mutineers, and am inclined to believe that some
sort of understanding existed between the two par-
ties, to the effect that, on the one hand, the cavalry
would not act against their brethren, if‘, on the other,
the lives and honour of their families were respected.
It is hardly possible to believe that otherwise they
would have abandoned the station with us that night
as they did, leaving their unprotected households to
the mercy of the rehcls. A party, it is true, re-
mained behind under at native oilieer, hut not strong
enough to make any resistance had the mutineers
really meant mischief. Vile certainly owe our lives to
the conduct of the Ist Lancers on this occasion ; for,
had it not been for the protection they allorded us,
we should probably have fallen by the hands of
the Sepoys, and those who escaped would have
shared at similar fate at the first village they
reached.

That the cavalry had not fair play must he allowed.
Instead of being taken up on the open plain, where
they could have formed up leisurely, and out of range
of the guns, and then have charged with every advan-
tage that position could afford, they were hurried along
over ground where cavalry could scarcely act at all,
formed up hastily in a cramped space, though under
cover, on ground surrounded hy buildings, and then
culled on to charge a battery, manned, it is true, by
a handful of mntineers ; hut there were enough of
them to work the guns, and, for all they knew, sup-
ported hy the strength of the whole of the two in-
fantry regiments.

 ’



ABSENCE or EUROPEANS. 105
As a mere matter of speculation it is useless to

repeat it, but as a warning to the Government the
words may not be thrown away--One company of
European infantry, or half a troop of European‘
dragoons, would have saved Nusseerabad.*

’* Since the above was written, I have accidentally fallen in
with an officer of the'Bomhay army, Major ——%, who gave me
information strongly corroborative of the views I have here ex-
pressed. Major told me that in course of conversation
with a jeinadar of the Ist Bombay Lancers, the man admitted

_to him that there was an understanding between the Lancers and
the mutineers of the 15th and 30th Native Infantry regiments.
It had heeu previously agreed upon that the Lancers would not
act against the inutinecrs, on the condition that the latter re-
frained from molesting the families of the Lancers, who would,
as they foresaw, be left in a. measure unprotected in the lines
when the desertiou ofthe station by the European oflicers, &.c., took
place; an event that was perceived would inevitably take place
when the outbreak had commenced. It was also agreed upon
that the mutincers were not to touch the quarter-guard of the
cavalry, where a considerable amount of cash helonging to the
native cfliccrs and men of the Lancers was kept.
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CHAPTER VII.

OFTBBEAE AT NEEMUCH-—FLIGIIT OF THE EUROPEAN RESI-
DEXI‘S——I’ROGRIZSS OF THE MUTINEERS.

had no sooner i'eoovei'e<l in o. measure from
the shook which our own share in the general

nintiny hail given us, than we began to he very
anxious about our neig~hbo1u~s. Neomnch was the
nearest station to us where there was any considerable
body of Bengal native troops quartered, and We
daily, houi-ly expected to hear that, in the common
plmiseology of the clay, Neemuch ‘had gone.’ For
some time the intelligence we received was cheering:
at last we hoard of excitement prevziililig among the
Sepoys there. The report saicl they had been quieted
by the judicious measures azloptecl by the Brigadier ;
then ensued an ominous silence; and at last came
the rumour of 21 mutiny, ziccompnniccl, as was always
the case at first, with dismal stories of an European
population massacrecl.

I am indebted for the following pznticulzirs of
the Neemuch mutiny to Colonel Abbott, 72ml Native
Infantry, who. commtmderl the station. This place
is about no miles from Nnsseembail and from
Mhow; it is a very liwoilrite gzirrison for troops,
having the reputation of being one of the hezllthiest
stations in the Presidency. The cantoninent is
built on an elevated ridge running north-west and
south-east; in length about two miles and a half;

p .



NEEIUUCH FORCE. 107
the soil is Well adopted for llorticultilrc, and most
of the bungalows had. gardens attached to them.
A kind of fort or fortified square had been erected
for the protection of the European inhabitants or
garrison if reduced to extremities, and ivns generally
used, I believe, as LL magazine. The troops stzitionecl
there in May, I857, were :--

>Fonrth Troop First Brig~:1cle Horse Artillery
(Native), left wing Ist Light Cavalry, 72nd
Regiment N.I., 7th Regiment Gwalior Contingent.
Some excitement on the receipt of the intelligence
of the mutiny at Meerut and the seizure of the city
of Delhi showed itself, and on the subject of the
greased cartridges; but as there existed at Ncernuch
none of these objectionable articles, the matter was
apparently set at rest. It is supposed that the first
trensonzible designs arose from an assembly of the
Molininmeclrni portion of the force on the occasion of
a dinner given in celebration of the Ecd by an
influential moonshcc attaclied to the Meywnr agency,
who resided in zi bungalow ncnr the envnlry lines.
This moonshce lied at most extensive correspondence
(as was discovered from the numerous letters We
recovered after the outbreak), and at this dinner
subjects were doubtless discussed in It manner which
true loyalty to the State wonlcllmve forbirldenffi One

It is only fiiir to this zn:i.n’s chzimcter to state that he was
subsequently sent to Ajinere, oliarges oi‘ treason having been
brought zigziinst him, and by order of the Governor-Generzil‘s
agent subjected to trial before a. commission consisting of the
late Cnptnin Hardcastle and Lieutenzuits Impey and ¥Vz|.lf:er, the
two former ndjutants to the agent, the latter adjutznit to the
Commissioner of Ajmere, by whom he was fully and honeurnbly
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108 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
responsible person, native doctor Buksh Khan, of the
71nd Regiment N.I., ahsentetl himself from the
feast, and gave out to his friends that the reason
he did so was,th:1t he could not join in the senti-
ments which were expressed by the host. This
moonshee, shortly after his dinner, removed the
whole of his family from the station to Jowrah,
which did not fail to cause some panic in the Suchler
bazaar. The mutinous spirit showed itself first at
about 11 zi.M., 28th May, 1857, when, on a rumour
that the Sucldor bazaar was being plundered, the 72nd
Regiment and 7th Gwalior Contingent rushed to their
arms. Orcler was restored by the oflicers, who in-
stantly repaired to the lines, but the excitement was
not alloyed, and several other panics got up by design-
ing men rlisqnietecl the force; and, to put a stop to
this, the commanding oflicerassembled the native
oflicers,o('the\vho1eforce, and remonstroterl withtliem.
They appeared convinced that the conduct of the men
was 1'l11Wfl1‘YiI.11l7€ll)lC, and took an oath of loyalty to
Government and to their ofiicers. However, things
(lizl not appear straight, aml the oommandiiig officer,
accompanied by his stafil visited the lines of the
artillery and cavalry on the afternoon of the and
June. The news of the Nusseerabarl mutiny of the

acquitted. The rnon at the time was, and is n0w,'in receipt of
21. pension from the British Government, granted by Lorcl Har-
rlinge for services l‘8X‘l(l(3l‘0Ll. in the political and intelligence
deparhnent (luring the Alfglizm war; he was very highly spoken
of by the officers umler whom he was employed, and has testi-
monials of ability anal fidelity. Brigadier-General Lawrence,
Governor-Genera.l's Agent in Rivjpootmia, gave him an excellent
chm-aetei~; but he has, I believe, never been reinstated in the
position he held at Neemuch.
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9.8tl1 May hacl uuclouhterlly produced some impres-
sion. The men of both arms (with one cxcoptiou in
the cavalry) were most orderly and respectful, aiul
hopes were entertained that the crisis hzul passerl;
but as the force could not be curtail/Z_y relied upon, it
was deemed necessary for the interest of Government
to call upon the-Rajm of Kotah and the Rmm of
Oorleypore to niarch some troops towards Necmuch
for the protection of the gaol, &c., in case of an out-
break. These requisitions were pi-onaptly nttendctl to
by Captain L. Showers, oflieiating Governor-
General's Agent in Marwzu-, and by the ever-to-he-
lamented Major Burton, political agent at Kotah;
and it hatl been agreed to by the active and zealous
superintcnrlcnt of Ncemueh, Captain B. P. Lloytl,
that in case troops should mutiny, the European
community could not do better than fall back on the
village of Dharroo, twelve miles south of the station,
on the road to Omlcypore, from which xlirectiou the
Itanzfs troops were advancing.

On the night of the 3rd June, about linli'-past 9
P._M., four or five troopers of the cavalry gallopeil
down the front of the 72nd N1. calling out, ‘Get
rea(ly’—' Get ready.’ The men rushed to the hells
of arms, demanding their weapons, which they reprc_
sentetl were for sell‘-defence. All the ollicers of the
regiments were in the lines. Tlie native ofliccrs
came to the commanding oflicor, and begged him to
permit the men to take their arms. The order was
given, when all having got their arms, they retired to
their huts, and everything was quiet. At about T I 1‘.M.
two guns from the (lirection of the artillery, fired in
quick succession——evidcntly an .'.1ppointe¢l signal...
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110 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
roused all to action. The men of the 72nd Regiment
came out of their huts, and were formed into com-
panies in rear of their respective bells of arms, and
the cavalry were seen galloping with torches lighted
in their liands in the direction of the gaol. They
released the prisoners, the oflieers’ houses began to
blaze, and the dull sounds of the artillery guns mov-
ing were distinctly heard. The tumult increased: the
conimanding officer of the 72nd Regiment was endea-
vouring to restore order on the right ; the companies
of the left Wing attempted to join the mutiuous
artillery by the front, across the parade, but on being
ordered hack, they returned; m°ter\vards, however,
they went 011' by the rear. Order was now at an end ;
a company of the 72nd, led by an old mutincer,
Suhadar Nuthoo P:\ttucl~:, joined the artillery; the
cavalry galloped ahout the road firing QKT their pistols
at everyt-hing and nothing, and the only tliiug that
remained to he douc, was for the European ofiicerz:
and families to abandon the station. As the cavalry
had possession of the centre of the cantonment com-
manding the road leading from the 71nd lines in the
direction of Dharroo, their only plan was to try and
reach Jacond, which place was distant ten miles, in a
northerly direction, and on the route of the advancing
troops of the Kotah Raja. The ofiicers were assem-
hled in the regimental quarter-guard, and the
artillery becoming a.\va.re of this, brought a. gun to
hear on it. The native ofiicers assured them their lives
would he sacrificed if they remained any longer; so,
after making an unsuccessful attempt to get the
colours, they determined to leave the station. This
was about one o’cl0ck in the morning. Of the fate

= r
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of the civil oilicers, of the artillery, cavalry, and
Gwalior Contingent ofiicers and their families, they
were in total ignorance; but there was 110 time for
inquiry, and no means of making any; so, guided by
the flames of the burning houses and the pale light of
the moon, they set out on their Way to Jawucl.
Leaving the high road, and striking across country,
the party wandered all the remainder of the night,
and at dawn found themselves still five miles from
Jawnd, which place, however, they reached at about
7 .»x.Z\I., and were most kindly and hospitehly received
by Mr. Charles Burton, Assistant-Superintenclent
of Neemnch, who, with his inestimable mother,
Mrs. Burton, and her dzinghter, aflhrdcd the ladies of
the party every comfort in their power. They proved
themselves the kindest friends in need and deed.
Major Burton, who had left the Kotah troops at
Deelzeen, arrived at II A.M., and by his cool
deniezinour restored some spirit into the minds of all.
However, their perils were not over, for about I PJI.
at man rushed in with at letter in the Msiliratta. cha<
raster, purporting to he written frorn 21. man in the
Neemucl1 lirigmlc, which stated that a force of all
nrnis was about to stnrt for Jziwnd. After some con-
sultation it was deemed right to Fall further buck to
the camp of the Kotnh troops at Deekeen, distant
twenty-five miles, and the harassed party, at 2.30 1>.M.,
in the hot sun of June, without shelter, had again to
move. They reached their destination at about 9 12.11.,
and most of the party passed a dismal night. It was
intended to have marched the next morning, 5th June,
to Jawud ; hut as the Kotah troops, which consisted
chiefly of vngabonds dismissed for their crimes from the

‘ I
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112 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

Company’s army, showed a decided disinclination to
move in the direction of the mutineers, a halt was
the only alternative. During the day, M.'r. Charles
Burton, who had been forced to leave Jawud (where
he had with the greatest self-devotion remained at
his post on the departure of the Nceninch party),
owing to an 6'2/mule among the police, came in. On
the morning of the 6th the camp moved to
Moorwun twelve miles, and on the 7th to
-lawud.

I must pause here to describe the adventures of‘ the
oificcrs of the 7th Regiment Gwalior Contingent, which
I have been enabled to do by the kindness oi“ Captain
Macdonalil, commanding the regiment, who has placed
his journal at my disposal. For some time previous
to the outbreak, this ofiicer had remained in the for-
tified square with the right wing of his regiment, for
the purpose of watching the behaviour of the men,
and feeling naturally anxious, in the state in which
aflhirs then were, regarding the treasure, &c., entrusted
to the safe keeping of the corps.

Vlfhen the eventful night of the 3rd June arrived,
he had about 200 men aecoutred, with their mnskets
loaded, upon the walls, and intended to pass the n.ig~ht
himself on one of the bastions, so as to be on the spot
in case of need. A little before midnight some of
the men awoke him, and told him that :1. couple of
signal guns had been fired by the artillery. Being
ready, dressed he was instantly on the walls. Every-
thing‘ seemed perfectly quiet, but the tranquillity was
only temporary, for a few minutes ai'te1'Wards he
plainly saw that attempts were being Iriade to set fire
to the oflieers’ houses in cantonxnents; this was quickly
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Qt NATIVE DISSIMULATION. 113

effected, those bungalows being the first to burst out
into flames at which night guards were posted.

The gate of the fort was that night in charge of
the 3rd company of the reginicnt, under c0minnn<l of
a suhadar named Hun-ie Sing; this man is described
as being by no means a leading character in the corps,
and on this occasion he kept constantly by Captain
Macdon.'1ld’s side, apparently exerting liimself to curry
out that oflieci-’s orders. It is curious how often it
was the case that leading parts were taken in the
several rcginients by men or native officers of whose
character their European superiors had had no great
idea. Either talent was latent, and only showed itself
when opportunity called it into action, or we were
very often larnentzzlrly mistaken in the cliaraeters of
those with whoin we had to (lo. This was especially
the ease in my own regiment. The first man to
snatch the colour out of the hand of the lH1\Vil(lZlI‘,
and carry it in triumph, albeit hastily, over to the
rebels, was :1 subarlzu who I thought would be the
last man in the regiment to take at leading part in
anything. I had observed him, when matters were
drawing to a. crisis, leave the ranks, and. repair to his
hut in the lines, from which he shortly af'ter\varcls
emerged in abran new uniform, coat and trousers,
looking more spruce and officer-like than he had ever
done before, even on the occasion of the ‘annual in-
spection.’ He kept his best clothes ready to i11:u1gu-
mte his entry into the service of the Great l\Iogul by
wearing them. ‘When Delhi was sucked, :1. number of
papers were picked up, and some of these fell into the
hands of Captain Sliebbcare, for some time attached to
’1heGuides, who showed them to me. They were General

¢ 1 ‘
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lli THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
Orders, issued daily hy the rebel commandei'-in-chiefi
Written in Persian ehnmcters, and slmnped with ai seal.
They were curious relics. The daily disposition of
troops, of 1-egiinents, hrigzides, &c., the relief of giiimls,
picket, and so on, were detailed in them, just as they
were, Fancy, in the cmnp outside the \\'11llS by
Generals Bai'nai'd and lllilsnn. The 15th and 30th
Regiments were eonstaiitly inentioneal, {LS also of course
many others ; lint wliat astonished me was to find the
rapid promotion a friend of mine nzimecl Bliag'ei'utty
Misr had gained. He was ri Bi"igacliei'-Geiieml, with
frequentlyus many as Your or five regiments of all
arms under his command. He was att-auliecl to the
light company of the 15th, and held the innl; of
SlllQ£l(l€11‘ when the mutiny 0Cl31l1‘l‘O(l, but from what I
knew of his character I never should have tlivined
that he was (lestined to fill so high Li post as that he
had attained in the service of the King of Delhi. In
person he was very like zi large crow, with slump
fezitm'es, hooked nose, very thin limbs, and protriuling
chest. He had, however, 21. good expression in his face,
and a not uuplesisnnt smile. How We were deeeivecl l
The man was H. Bralimiii, and little indeed could we
see into his heart. The Colonel placed every confi-
dence in him-at least he thought him more trust-
worthy than the 1'est—-zmtl the evening l.ief01'e the
mutiny was Walking up and down his VGl‘£i1‘lLli\l1 with
him talking to him confidentially. He reivamled the
Col0nel’s confidence by annexing his cliavger, and
probably also his uniform, and it is not impossible
that he may have owed his subsequent rapid advance
to elfieieney of equipment, for natives are influenced a
good deal by externzils. _
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lvhen there was no longer any room for doubt that
the expected crisis had arrived, Captain Macdonald
ordered a messenger to he sent to his second in com-
mand, Lieutenant Rose, who was in the lines with the
left wing of the regiment, directing him to bring his
men down to the i'ortil'ied square. He heard the order
repeated by suhndar Ilurrie Sing from the gate, but
nevertheless it struck him while standing on the wall
that no messenger left the fort. On inquiry he was
assured by the subadar that his order had been at-
tended to. Lieutenant Rose, lioivever, subsequently
informed him that no message had been received.

It had been previously arranged that, in the event
of any crisis like that at hand occurring, Lieutenant
Rose was to parade the left wing with a view of join-
ing Captain Macdonald: he accordingly did so, and
While getting the men under arms was deliberately
fired at hy a Sepoy of the 4th company, fortunately
without effect.

\Vhen allhirs were in this state Captain l\I-aedonald
heard his second in command calling out to him from
some little distance on the left flank of the fortified
square. He said the men would not 001110 with him,
and begged Captain Macdonald to go in and see if his
influence could be of any avail. On receiving this
ollicer’s orders the wing, after a little hesitation,
marched down and entered the fort. An additional
company was new told elf to each face of the square,
the gate was shut, and the d_ra\vhridge raised.

Being under the impression that the gate would be
the first part attacked, Captain Maedonald directed
Ensign Davenport, zlst Bombay N. 1., who was doing
dutywiththeyth Regiment Gwalior Contingent,1.ojoin

° I 2 .
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11$ THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

Crders, issued daily by the rebel commonder-in-ehiel’,
written in Persian cliamcters, and stzunped with Ir scal_
They were curious relies. The daily disposition of
troops, of regiments, brigmles, &c., the relief of’ guards,
picket, and so on, were detailed in tl1cn1,_jnst as they
Were, iimoy, in the cmnp outside the walls by
Generals Ba1'nard and \Vil.<0n. The 15th and 30th
Regiments were constantly mentioned, as also of course
many others; but what astonished me was to find the
rapid promotion :1 friend of mine numecl Bliugerutty
Misr had gained. He was it Brigadier-General, with
frequently as many as four or five reginients of all
arms under his commend. He was attached to the
light company of the 15th, and held the rank of
subadar when the mutiny occurred, but from what I
knew of his character I never should have diviued
that he was destined to fill so high o. post as that he
had attained in the service of the King of Delhi. In
person he was very like a large crow, with sharp
features, hooked nose, very thin limbs, and protruding
chest. He had, liowever, a good expression in his face,
and a not unpleasant smile. How we were deceived I
The mun was a. Brahmin, and little indeed could we
see into his heart. The Colonel placed every conti-
denee in him--at least he t-lwug-lit him more trust-
worthy than the rest--and the evening before the
mutiny was walking up and d0\vn his VDl'£1l1(lZLl1 with
him talking to him confidentially. He rewarded the
Colonel's confidence hy annexing his clinrger, and
probably also his uniibrm, and it is not impossible
tliat he may have owed his subsequent rapid advance
to efiieieney of equipment, for natives are influenced :1
good deal by externals. e
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‘Yhen there was no longer any room for doubt that
the expected crisis had arrived, Captain Macdonald
ordered a messenger to he sent to his second in com-
mand, Lieutenant Rose, who was in the lines with the
left wing of the regiment, directing him to bring his
men down to the fortified square. He heard the order
repeated by suhadar Hurrie Sing" from the gate, hut
nevertheless it struck him while standing on the wall
that no messenger left the fort. On inquiry he was
assured by the suhadar that his order had heen at-
tended to. Lieutenant Rose, however, subsequently
informed him that no niessage had been received.

It had been previously arranged that, in the event
of any crisis like that at hand occurring, Lieutenant
Rose was to parade the left wing with a. View of join-
ing Captain Macdonaldz he accordingly did so, and
while getting the men under arms was deliberately
fired at by :1 Sepoy of the 4th company, fortunately
Without efilect.

\Vhen atfairs were in this state Captain Macdouald
heard his second in command calling out to him from
some little distance on the left flank of the fbrtified
square. He said the men would not come with him,
and begged Captain Macdonald to go in and see if his
influence could be of any avail. On receiving this
o[Iieer’s orders the wing, after a. little hesitation,
marched down and entered the fort. An additional
company was now told oft to each face of the square,
the gate was shut, and the drawbridge raised.

Being under the impression that the gate would be
the first part attacked, Captain Macdonald directed
Ensign Davenport, zlst Bombay N. 1., who was doing
dutywiththeyth Regiment Gwalior Contingent, to join

- I 2 4-
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116 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

the party at the gate : at the some time another strong
party on the walls was told oil‘ to support the defence
of the gate, if needed, Captain Macdonald then went
round and visited all the posts, ende21vourin_e_' to induce
the men to reniuin ihitlifnl, and promising upecnniury
reward to them if the treasure, &e., was preserved. He
was met everywhere by assurances of loyalty and good
behaviour, the only doubt expressed of their making
an eifectual defence being in the event of guns being
brought to bear upon the place. He then pointed out
to them that nothing but heavy orclnance could be of
the slightest avail against the fortifications, and this
the mutinecrs were totally uiiprovided with, the guns
of the troops being nothing more than six-pounders.
Tl1e inortar would be useless in the hands of any but
an experienced Enropeml officer. The colours of the
regiment were unfurled and placed on the bastion, and
the men called on to protect them from dishonour.
Nothing was left undone that could add to the security
of the place, or induce the men to not properly, and
every confidence was felt that their cllbrts would
he attended with success.

Time Wore on ; at half-past two, men were observed
leaving the walls in small parties and in silence. On
inquiring the cause, Captain Macdonold was told by
subadur Hurrie Sing that they were going for their
bedding; he ordered them beck, and they returned, but
about half‘-an-hour ziftersvzn-ds zi similar and more
combined. movement was made, and at the same
moment Lieutenant and Adjutant Gordon and Ensign
Davenport mine up and told their commandant that
the gate had been thrown open by the suhadmfs orders,
and that they had been forced to quit the post at the
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point of the bayonet. Nothing hut consideration for
the lives of the small body of Europeans now entirely
at the mercy of the mutineers preyented these oflieers
from using their fire-arms. Captain Macdonuld
hastened to the gate ; it was indeed wide open. For n
short time he succeeded in keeping the men in, but
the check was only temporary, and they went out in a.
body.

The olhcers Followed, leaving; the now almost empty
fort, and on coming up to the regiment seized the
colours, Cap’min M-ucdonald snatching one from the
hands of the lli1Vll(.lH'l' who carried it, and the Adjutant
the other. They then endeavoured to recall the men,
and induce them to rally round the colours, but at that
moment two guns were fired by the artillery——n0 doubt
intended for n signal-—-and cavalry were heard ad-
vancing. Nothing could he done, the men would
listen to no orders, no entreaties; to have remained
longer with them would have been uselessly risking
life, so the European ofic-ers allowed the regiment to
leave them. As they turned to depart, they were
accompanied for some distance by about twelve men,
who threw their arms round their necks, and made
every demonstration of strong Feeling. They, however,
dropped ofi' one by one like inconstant lovers, and
eventually four men alone were left, who accomlwanied
their ofrlieers about three miles, when two of them dis-
appeared. The relnaining two stayed with the ofiieers
till the 5th, and went as for as six-and-thirty miles
with them ; they were liungry and footsore, but they
left to rejoin their comrades. It was subsequently
discovered that immediately on rejoining the main
body of the mutineers they were seized, accused of
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having aided the escape of the European oilieers, and
cruelly put to (lB£X»i3l1.

Foremost among the mutincers was jemadar Lalla
Tewnug, a man who had been transferred from the
2nd Re_g,-iinent (Grenadier) Bengal N. I. He was on
duty over the treasure, and was observed after the
mutiny had openly broken out to place guards over
the tumbrils, and was heard calling out to his men to
allow no one (especially referring to Captain Mac-
donald) to approach them. This native ofiicer subse-
quently tool; possession of all Captain Macdo11ald’s pri-
vate property, donned that otl‘icer’s epanlettes, mounted
his charger and rode oil‘, carrying with him a quantity
of plunder on horseback. Ten days previously he had.
received his commission from the hands of the oflicer he
thus plundered, and some time before had been indebted
to him for exposing‘ a conspiracy that had been formed
against him in the regiment, and saving him from
dismissal from the service. Another act oi‘ Pandy
gratitude.

The mutiny of the 7th Regiment Gwalior Con-
tingent thus described, was remarkable for the Follo\v-
ing features :—

No great excitement was to be observed among
the men, nor was a word of disrespect uttered by
them. The mutiny proceeded step by step as if
everything had been arranged belbreliand. The
outbreak commenced in the on-ntonments before mid-
night, and though all the Europeans—except the Few
who remained, as detailed above, to the very lust-had
left the tort by one o’cloek, the hours were struck
regularly up to three. At that time the place was in
the hands of the mutineers, and signal fires were l

l
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lighted in the Four laastions. In every case the men
upon whom the oflicers placccl the most confidence
were those who were considered the least trustworthy.
As in our case at NllSSG61‘Dl)D.(l, the regiment macle a
clean sweep oftheir lines, taking everyone belonging to
the corps with them 5 even old widow pensioners, and
men who had passed the committee, and were on the
point of being invalided, and all the sick ; many of the
latter died shortly after. ‘Yitliin eleven l10l11‘S of the
mutiny, the whole force had leit the station, carrying
away with them their families, spare clothing, camp
equipage, all the ammunition they could find of both
service and practice, as well as the spare arms and
accoutrelneuts of men absent on furlough; so it is
difficult to believe but that arrangements must have
been made previously for transporting so large a
quantity of baggage, for we may be sure each man
hacl amassed a tolerable amount of plunder. At
Nusseerabzul the same thing occurred to a great
extent, except that vast quantities of clothing and
several tents were left behind. The camels attached
to the commissariat department, and kept available
for service (as the Nusscerabacl brigade was a field
force, and always had its marching establislmient
rearly), were driven off loose into the jungle by the
man in charge clirect-ly it became known that the
Sepoys had broken out, so that they were hard
pushed for transport, and were forced to put loads
upon the oflicers’ chargers and ponies, and fill the
buggies and carriages with their ill-gotten property.

Before concluding this chapter I would draw atten-
tion to the gallantry displayed by Captain Mac-
donalcl and the brave band of officers who stood

' -
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# Q firmly by him during the crisis. Their names

. i deserve to be recorded, more especially as no reco~ni-ii .l ;,"
D

~ ~ tion of their services has ever been made by Govern-
ment. Besides Captain 1\Tacd011alcl and the officers
of his regiment, Lieutenzmt Rose, who was killed at
Gwalior, and Lieutenant Gordon, there were present
Ensign Davenport, Drs. 1\Inrrayz1nd Gene, Sergeant-
Major Nesbitt (since dead), and Quzu'termaster-Ser-
geant Lane.

>
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CHAPTER VIII.

NEEMUCII MUTINY CONTINUED—-PROCEEDINGS OF THE

OFFICERS.

TPIE following extract of on official report of the
Neemuch outbreak may throw further light on

the s11bjeet:——
‘From CAPTAIN B. P. LLOYD, S/zjrerintemlemf Q/'

Neemuc/L, to COLONEL G. ST. P. LAWRENCE, Oom-
missio1ze2' at .Neermw/L, zmrl Agent f0¢~ Me Governor-
Gen-eral in Me Rzzjpoomna States.

‘ Sm,—I have the honour to submit a report upon
the events preceding and subsequent to the late
mutiny of the troops stationed at Neemueh, as per
margin,* which has already been demi-ottieially noti-
fied to yon.

‘hly daily demi-oflicial communication will have
acquainted you with the state of feeling which per-
vaded the troops after the occurrences at Meemt and
Delhi became known, hut, until the outbreak of the
troops stationed at Nnsseerabad, the best hopes were
entertained that those here would be restrained from
following in the tide of’ rebellion.

‘Every eflbrt was made to preserve the confidence
of the men, and to make that of the oflieers in them

ti‘ 4th Troop ISt Brigade H.A., (Native); Two troops Ist
Light Cavalry (Native); 72nd Regiment N.I.; 7th Regiment
Gwalior Contingent. ~ _
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apparent. Colonel Abbott slept every night in o tent
in the lines of his regiment without :1 guard or sentry,
and latterly all oflleers did the szune, even with their
fmnilies. One wing of the 7th Regiment G\\'n.li0r Con-
tingent held the fortified square and treasury, and the
other wing was eneomped close to, but outside the
Walls. Captain Mncdouald, commanding the corps,
resided entirely in the fort, for the purpose of better
observing and controlling his regiment. Although
it is not for me to comment on the actions of com-
manding officers, I ouuuot refrain from expressing my
admiration of the firm and eonciliating conduct of all
oilicers in command of corps and cletneliinents
throughout the trying period, and especially of' the
tact and calm judgment exercised by Colonel P.
Abbott, 72nd Reginient N.I., coinmuncling the sto-
tion, by whose niouagement the outbreak was Without
doubt delayed many days.

‘On the morning of the 2nd, Colonel Abbott in-
formed rne, in his own regimental lilies, that, froin
the oeeurrences of the previous night, and from infor-
mation he had received, he was of opinion that the
outbreak could not be delayed more than a few hours.
Ileft him to secure a few of my most valuable records,
and endeavour to secure 2. line of retreat for fugitives
by the Oodeypore rend, by means of .1 detachment of
police sewers. Meanwhile Colonel Abbott undertook
to assemble all the native ofiieers of the force, and
endeavour to bring them to a. sense of their duty, and
to remove the distrust in each other which there
was reason to believe was one cause of the prevail-
ing excitement. After some discussion all took
oaths, on the Koran and Ganges Water, that they
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now trusted each other, and would remain true to
their salt. The commanding oflicerivas requested to

' s\venr* to his confidence in their f'aithf'ul intentions,
and did so, when the meeting broke up, all appa-
rently being satisfied and loyally inclined. All con-
tinued quiet up to the evening of the 3rd, when some
excitement again appeared, arising it was said from
a rumour of the approach 0t’ troops to the station.

‘ It is necessary to niention here that for many pre-
ceding days the utmost panic had prevailed in the
Sudder bazaar, and great numhers of persons had re~
moved with their property. The wildest reports were
constantly set afloat by designing persons to increase

=34‘ That this I11‘0CE‘€Clil‘|g'OfcDlO!'lGl Ahh0tt's must have had great
weight is evident from the fact that it was tohl me by a native at
Niisseci"abz|d, who had heard the story in the bazaar some consider-
ahle time hel'ure the news oi‘ the outbreak rea<:h|.-d us. The report
further said the minds of the Sepoys were entirely calmed down,
and their confidence fully restererl, as Colnuel Ahhutt Sahib had
sworn to thein on the Bible that the rumours iu circulation ahout
a strong European force being at hand to coerce them, and Force
them to lose caste by using the r:art\-idges, were all a i'ahrioation.

, Subsequently I heard from the same source that the confiilenee
of the men remained unshalzen till tho evening of that same day,
the 3rd (the inutiny took place in the night), when a peon
or chuprassee attached to the Sudden‘ hazaar, appeared in the
hazaar with a forged document, bearing tho signature 01' the
political ofiieer, directing supplies to he got ready next morning
for the European troops who were expected to arrive at Neeinuch.
This he showed to every one, and the people were convinced hy
it that a European force was at hand, and that they had been
deceived. A few hours atterwarcls the outbreak occurred. The
active agents in this business were clever men, and understood
their work well.

i J. '1‘. P.
‘ 0
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the distrust, and the commonest oec-.1rrences were
distorted into phantoms of evil intended against the
troops.

‘The move of the Kotnh force under Major Burton
For the protection of Jawud had been determined upon
in consultation with Colonel Abbott, commanding the
station. The troops at Neemuch had been told of
the intended move some days before, and, assured that
no part of the force was intended to approach Nee—
much, the Kot-oh troops were ordered to Jzwvud with
a view to preserving the peace of the district, and pro-
tecting the town from maranders. I believe there is
no reason Whatever to suppose that this movement
precipitated the crisis, while subsequent events have
proved it to have been n most f‘ortun:1te and happy
one for the interests of Government.

‘ On the night of the 31-d symptoms of violence were
shown by the artillery, and Lieutenant Walker could
only restrain them for about two hours, when some of
them rushed to the guns, and, loading tliem, fired
two off’, evidently as n prceoueerted signal. Upon
this the eavnh'y_ rushed to join them, and shortly
afterwards the 7=t_h N1. broke from their lines nlso.
The wing oi‘ the 7“gind Regiment Gwalior Contingent,
cncamped outside the fort, had been marched in
by Captain Mcrcdonald on the report of the signal
guns, and every prepm-zltion for defence mode, but,
after holding firm for some time, the gates were
ordered by o Slll)ildfl.l', Hnrrie Sing, to be opened, and
the officers were told to save themselves, and even-
tually escorted to :1 plane of comparative safety." Cap-
tain 1\Iaedonzild and his officers remained in the fort
till the very last,‘_z1nd only left it on the gates being
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forcibly opened, and their lives in the greatest danger,
with no hope of being of the least use.

‘ I was roused on the report of the two signal guns,
and quickly on horseback. I proceeded to arouse my
assistant, Lieutenant Ritchie, and Assistant-Surgeon
Cotes, who resided in the next bungalow. VVl1ile
there, Lieutenant Barnes, Artillery, galloped up,
begging us to aid in bringing away Mrs. Wlilker and
child, whose carriage had been fired at four or five
times by mounted troopers. \Ve immediately hastened
to assist, and succeeded in getting out of the station
on the Oodeypore read. By this time fires were up-
pearing in every direction. Having seen the party
safe to the village of Dnroo, Lieutenant Ritchie and
I returned towards cantonments in hopes of assist-
ing fugitives. We met the offieers of the Ist
Czwzxlry, but no others, and, after hovering about
the burning station till daylight, we returned to
Daron.

‘It had been the intention of Captain Showers,
offieintiug political agent of Meywar, to return to
Neernuch on the morning of the 4th. His dell; was
laid and 2:. tent was pitched for him at Barn, twelve
miles from cantonments. Thither, therefore, I deter-
mined to proceed, in hopes of coneerting measures with
him for following the mutineers and preserving the
peace of the country. He, however, clid not come
(lmving, as it subsequently appeared, altered his plans),
and about noon I received a note fi'0n1 the Thakoor
of Den-00 warning me that a party of the Ist Light
Cavalry were searcl1ing' the country for me.

‘ The party assembled at Barn consisted of Lieu-
tenant and Mrs. Whlker, Lieutenant Barnes, sergeant

, -
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126 rue Murirnns IN RAJPOOTANA.
Supple, Artillery ; Captain Maedonald, Lieutenant
Gordon, Lieutenant Rose, 7th Regiment Gwalior
Contingent ; Lieutenant Davenport, attached to do. ;
Captain Sir J. Hill, Lieutenant Elliee,Lieutenunt Sta-
pleton, IStLigl1t Cavalry; Captainlrloyd, Superinten-
dent; Lieutenant Ritchie, Assistant-Superintendent.

‘ I therefore determined on moving to Chotu Sadree,
a Walled town of Meyvvar, which would al'l’o1'd protec-
tion, and, at the same time, be nearer to Neeniuoh.
The whole party arrived there lute in the afternoon
much exhausted with the heat, but refreshments were
obtained from some of the residents of eantonnients
who had removed there e Few days before the outbreak.
Dr. Cotes, Civil Assistant~Surgeon, had also arrived
at 5adree direct, early in the day.

‘The Hakim (Governor) was alarmed at so many
Europeans entering his town, and earnestly recom-
meucled that an adjournment to Burro Sadree, ten
miles further on the Oodeypore road, should be made,
and this plan was adopted by all the party except
Lieut. Ritchie and myself‘, who remained to Watch
events at Neernueh.

‘ I found to my great disappointment that the force
of Meywar troops which I had been led to expect was
collected at Chota Sadree, had not arrived, and it was
not till the morning of the 6th that I could get an
escort to enable me to move towards Neeroucli. My
police sowars had been stationed at various points on
the road the night of the mutiny, to assist fugitives,
and had not rejoined me. Early on the morning of
the 6th, with seventeen Sadr-ee sowars, and accom-
panied by Lieutenant Ritchie, Adjutant Superinten-
dent, and Lieutenant Stapleton, 1st Light Cavalry,

, .
o
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I started for ezintonments, which I had learned the
evening before lliltl been evacuated by the mutinee1's,
and soon hacl the melancholy satisfaction of re~0ceupy-
ing the deserted and ruined station.

‘On the 7th the Kotah troops under Major Burton
reaelied Jaivucl, and greatly 1'estore(l_' confidence. A
cletaelnnent of 100 Boonclee horse came into Neemueh
on the evening of the same (lay, and, at my urgent
request, Major Burton, with the rest of the troops,
mnrelied into Neemueh on the night of the 8th,
leaving JOO foot and ten horsemen For the protection
of Jawuil.

‘Colonel Abbott and offieers and ladies occupy
the fortilieil square, which has been put into the best
state of defence possible, by niounting the Kotah
guns, two brass 3-ponnders, on the hnstions, planting
an 8-inch mortar in the centre, and it 24.-poumler
gun, which is too heavy for use on the ramparts,
has been placed so as to bear on the gateway. The
dr:1\vl>ri(lge is in working‘ order, with ropes attached,
ready for instant use.

‘The station 01°Neen1uch is almost all clestroyecl.
Some twelve or fourteen houses escaped fire, but all
have been plumlered, and the wanton destruction of
property is almost incredible. The Sudnler hazzuw
has heen plunclereil, and a great part of it burnt.
The gaol prisoners were released by the mutineers,
but seine have been already i'eez1pturccl.* I have
already reported the plunder of the treasury. The

* There were several instances during the mutiny of prisoners
that had been released from gaol by the mutineers returning and
giving themselves up.
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amount carried off was 126,900 rupees, besides the
contents of the military chest, amounting to about
50,000 rupees, I uuclerstand.

‘ I have the honour to he, Sir,
‘Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) B. P. LLOYD,
Superintendent, Neemueh.

‘Dated, .N'emm:n7i, June 16, 1857.’

Let us return to Colonel Ahbott’s journal.
VV11eu the fugitives reached the once pretty station

of Neernuch, how sad was the spectacle that met their
eyes. For three miles before they reached the canton-
ment, the road was white with fragments of papers
and letters that were clinging to the roots of bushes,
where they had been blown by the high wind. It was
found that the mutineers of all arms had assembled on
the parade ground on the morning of the 4th of -Tune, in
front of the fortified square, after plundering the bazaar
and treasury; they then went to the parade ground
ct the 72nd N.I., where two months’ pay was issued,
and subadar Gui-res Ram nominated to the command
of the regiment, subadar Suderree Sing, Ist Light
Cavalry, having heen appointed Brigadier, and
jemadar Dost Mohamrned, Major of’ Brigade. Small
parties were then detached in all directions to collect
carriages. About 1 p.m. a panic arose in consequence
of a report that European troops were marching on
the station ; they all packed up their plunder hastily
(vast quantities being abandoned, owing to Want of
transport), and marched out of the place with the hand
playing. The first halt they made Was at Nimbhera,
a. town belonging to the Nawab of Tank, sitteen
miles from Neemueh on the road to Delhi. Here they

_—._.---—i__
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were entertained by the native authorities of the
town. The next morning they continued their march,
after shooting some troopers of the rst Light Cavalry,
and some Sepoys of the 7th Regiment Gwalior Con-
tingent, who had rejoined the column alter seeing
their oflicers to a place of safety.

It was found that all the oflicers, civil, artillery,
cavalry, and infantry, with their families, had reached
Daroo in safety, and that the wife and children of a
non-commissioned oflicer had been brutally murdered
by either the cavalry or the l:lack_g-unrds ofthc Sudder
bazaar. On the 9th the cavalry of the Mehidpore
Contingent, which had been sent by the officiating
agent for the Governor-General from Central India
to the assistance of the Neemnch party, mutinied
fourteen miles from Neemuch, after murdering
the two oflicers attached to the corps, Lieute-
nants Hunt and Brodie, whose mangled bodies were
found in the road, and interred by the native civil
authorities. Fears being entertained that the rebels
would advance upon Necmuch, the utmost exertions
were made to provision the fortified square, which was
eflceted by the zealous and unremitting exertions of
the Bazaar Muster, Lieutenant Williams, zlst Bombay
N.I., who, with Captain Laurie of the same regiment,
the station staffloilieer, deserve all praise. The
measures taken for the defence of the fort have already
been detailed in Captain Lloyd’s letter. The rebels,
however, deterred either by their fears or the masterly
arrangements of Major Burton and Captain Lloyd,
returned to Mehidpore, marching upwards of eighty
miles in two days, where they attempted to seduce
from their allegiance the artillery and infantry of the

° K 4
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130 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
‘ ’ Mehitlpore Contingent, but Without success; they

4:;\ =33, , then left, marching tlirongh the country levying eon-
q ii tributions from the defeneeless villagers, and eventually
Q: ;; 1 joined the Neemnch brigacle somewhere heyoml Deolee,
1» .f' = l by which they were at first 1-ether eoldly received, as

V ' they b1'olw"l1t no treasure.‘ 1 C‘-- y.‘ lg The brigade of rebels thus aug)-meiitc(l, gave us
considerable uneasiness at Nusseerabml, for with our
vcry weal: force we lied three different places to
protect, Nusseembacl, Ajincre, and Beemvr. Most of
the ladies were at the latter place, a, few at Ajmere,
and none at Niisseemhed. Haul they attaelzed us, it
would have been necessary to leave the cantonrnent
and iiill heel; on Ajmcre 5 for with the small available
and trustworthy force at his comnmml, Brigadier-
General Lawrence, who hatl hy that time assuniecl
control of all matters, niilitury as well as civil, would
have been hardly jnstiihxl in going into action. The
movements of the mutineers, too, seemed uncertain ;
they hovered about the lJGlg‘lIl)0Ul‘ll00(l, taking first
one roatl, then zinutlier, then returning, marching
and countermarching, so that we could not tell What
their plans Were. They carried on their movements,
too, with the utmost precision, and showed that they
had not forgotten the lessons that had been taught
them in the service of the Government. They made
a great point of gaining accurate intelligence, and had
scouts mounted on fleet riding camels scouring the
country and always accompanying the hrigatle at some

i I little distance on each flank. Their camp regulations

.15;
ilizii

were concluctezl in the must approved military style,
if K and they made :1, point of always halting on Sunday I

R}; At last they made up their minds, after sacking
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Deolee, to proceed to Agra and Delhi; the former
Place they reached on the 5th July, and were attacked
hy a force under Brigadier Polwhell, Witli what result
is well known: from thence they l11€11‘UllB(l via Mnttra
to Delhi, where they were merged with the great rebel
army collected round the throne of the last of the
hlognls. The designation of the Neemuch brigade
was, however, retained till the melnomhle action of
N_yj\iFg~lii1i' was fought in August, when the column
under Nieliolson totally rlelhatcrl the enemy, and the
Ncemuch l)1'lg‘£\(l6 as :1 separate force was never hem-<1
of altenvards. On the capture of the city, the rem-
nant lled with the rust of the rebels to Lucknow, and
after that place, too, hnd Fallen, they went into R0hi1-
cnnd and joined I\'hnn Buliadnr Khan, since which
all trace of them has been lost.

l\Ieantimc what belel the ollicers and ladies? Their
£\(l\'OI1'E-lll'(?S may as well he recounted here (though in
doing so I am soinowli-at anticipating my l1£tl'l‘ililV€ in
point of time), as they joined the Nnssoembad party,
and shared in their troubles and \V2‘lI1£lGl'iI1gS. The
fiitcs led me in another direction altogether, and
before continuing my own narrative, it will he better
to detail in :1 few words the proceedings of our friends
at Nusseerabzul, to which I shall not again have occa-
sion to do more than allude.

On the 6th July, the oflicers of the mntinied infantry
corps at Neemuch were ordered to p1'0cee<1 with their
families to Nusseerulmd, and even promised an escort
of 50 cavalry nnd 100 inflintry of the Rana of
O0deypore’s troops. VVhen the time for starting came,
however, the number dwindled down to 10 cavalry
and 25 infiintry, which must have been rather a.

‘ K 2 '
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matter of congratrilation than oth erwise, I should think,
as in those days one’s chances of security were in in-
verse ratio to the strength of the native escorts
furnished. After u most toilsomc and distressing
march, exposed to the full force of the rains in the
height of the wet season, and furnished with tents
inferior to those the Government deems necessary for
its Sepoys, the party reaclicd NHSSBG1‘1\lI&£l on the 17th
July. Every kindness was here shown them, and
they were enabled to put up in some of the lJungzilo\\'s
that had escaped clestruction ; hut lest they should be
disposed to make themselves too comfort-u‘l>le, they
were \\':irned that their stay wonl<l prolmhly he short,
as the Lieutenant-Governor of the Nortli-West Pro-
vinces had sent an order for all the ofliocrs of mntinied
corps in Rzijpootmm to proceed as soon as possil>l_e to
Agra ; the Neeninch party were to join the ollicers of
our brigade. They were all kept on the /11/i 1:/'/"0 by
being told they would ccrtainly start in rt day or two,
and eonsequently were prevented from taking any
steps in making any zu'rnng-ements to supply them-
selves with wearing apparel and other necessaries
beyond what was absolutely required for actual use,
of which the mutiny had deprived them. S0 they
stayed till the 28th of August in the most u11comfort-
ahle and unsettled state that can he imagined.
Nussecrabacl is not ii. lively place at any time, but
what must it have been then? Four-fifths of its
houses were in ruins, and the other fifth tennnted
mostly hy officers whose men had just nnitinied, de-
stroying all they ever had in the world, and who were
living really,in the greatest destitution and want, with
nothing to do but to talk over and over again of what

, r
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had passed, and speculate on the uncertain future,
while they suffered from a ceaseless longing to do
something in the way of revenging themselves on the
ruthless enemy. They had no means of zmiusement
and no employment; no books; were forced to live
without any of the appliances for comfort they had
always been accustomed to, and which are in the hot
\VBZtl]l1el'i1.\ India. not luxuries but necessaries ; crrunmed
several families in one house, with few or no servants
and little or no money; and the only occurrence in
the way of chzmge, an occasional panic excited by the
report that the Bombay regiments hurl broken out.
Compared to many other places in India at that time, of
course, Nusseerubacl~ was a happy abode, but I think
even the fort at Agra, full as it was, must have been a.
plensanter place of residence, for it was nearer the seat
of active operations, and if there was but little to do,
there must have been a good deal to see and hear.

They might have started many times between the
17th July and the end of August with comparative
safety, but it was not till the 28th of that month,
when Brigadier M——— had just heard of the mutiny‘
of the Jodhpore legion, that the peremptory order for a
move was given. The whole country was under writer,
and they had :1. long detour to make belbre they eoulcl
reach the first encamping ground. They did reach it
at last, hut only to receive an order to return imme-
diately, because the few camels they had with them to
carry the miserable remnant of their worldly goods and
chattels and tents were wanted ; so back they went.
The camels were required For :1 force that was about to
start in pursuit of the mutineers of the Jodhpore
legion, of whom more anon ; but the oflicers and ladies

1
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were told that they would have to start again imme-
diately, for camels would be procured in :1 short time;
so they waited in suspense till the 7th September,
when they were again ordered oft‘. This time, to add
to their difieulties, resulting from the stnte of the
country and roads, the rebels were in dcmgerous
proximity to their route; the Gwalior Contingent were
supposed to be either on their way, or thinking of going
to Agra, and the Jodhliore legion were infesting the
neighbourhood of Nussecrahad. However, no account
was taken of these trifles, and the harassed party,
ladies, children, and all, were once more sent forth
upon what might be called without any metaphor ‘a.
waste of waters.’ This time they got three marches
from Nnsseerahud when they were ordered to halt,
pending further instructions. These further instruc-
tions turned out to be an order to return; and book
they went again, reaching the station on the 14th
September. As on former occasions, they were warned
that as their stay would be short, there was no need
for them to take any measures for increasing the
comforts, or lessening the diseomforts of their position.
The camels were again taken from them; this time
they had paid for them in advance, having been forced
to do so by the authorities ; the money was returned
to them, the hire of the cattle for the days they had
been employed in marching and halting having been
first carefully deducted.

Their patience being now pretty Well exhausted,
Colonel Shuldhsun the senior officer with the party,
applied to Captwm Eden, political ogent at Jeypore,
for assistance, that officel at once responded to the
call, and made every exertion to curry out the neces-

 77
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ARRIVAL AT AGRA. 135
sary zwrangenients ; he procured camels and zi trust-
worthy escort under zi Tha.k0or, P001-um Sing; but all
was not ready till the nth November, when they
made a final start, and after a long march, relieved by
the kind attentions of Captain Eden and Captain
Nixon, political agent at Bl1u1'tp01'e, and by the
iiiireniitting exertioiis of Poorum Sing to get every.
thing done that could conduce to their comfort and
safety en route, they l‘0Z\UllG(l Agra. on the 3rd Decem-
ber without mishap.
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CHAPTER IX.

ORDER T0 lIARClI—-DII-‘I-‘ICULTY ABOUT THE LADIES*INVI¢
TATION BY THE BA-T.\ OF IODHPURE—S.-SCK OF DI'1OLEE—'
START FOR JDDHPDBE-~ILL SUCCESS.

THE march to Agra and a prospect of employment
there or in the field would have been a pleasant

change after the idle life we were forced to lend at
Nusseemhad, had it not been that those who had Families
were fairly at their wits’ end to know how to dispose of
them. Ladies were not allowed to reside in the
cantonment for some time after the mutiny; it good
many were still at Beeawr, zx few at Ajmere, and one
or two adventurous spirits dared the ]3rig'n.dier’s Wrath,
and actually ventured on coming, contrary to orders,
into the station and joining their husbands. VVhen
the order reached us for marching to Agra, and before
we knew that our departure would be postponed, I
went with another married ofiicer on zi kind of
deputation to the Brigadier to seek o solution of the
all-important question, ‘ What to do with our Wives ?’
It was exceedingly undesirable that they should
remain at Beeawr or Ajmere ; at the latter place there
was certainly an old fort, but little or no accommoda-
tion, and what room there was was very much required
for European soldiers who formed part of the garrison.
Beemvr was totally defenseless ; we might have been
excused just then for not having over much confidence
in native troops of any class or kind, and we well J
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knew that attempts had been and were being made to
induce the loeol battalion to follow the example set
them by their brethren of Bengal. “lhat security
was there that they would not break out as the latter
had clone, or that the little station might not he
attacked by some of the numerous hands of mutineers
that were occasionally passing upwards from the south
on their road to Delhi, the great focus of the insurrec-
tion? Our troubles and anxieties were increased a.
thousandfold by the utter want of confidence in our
own Govei-nn1ent, Whose proceedings had been from
the commencement of such a nature as to destroy
altogether any feeling of reliance upon its wisdom, or
firmness, or prudence, \ve may have ever felt. Station
after station had been allowed to drift into mutiny;
proclamation after proclamation had been issued, not
unfrequently of a contradictory tenor, when strong-
meusures only were required to save India. The
press had been gagged, and Lord Canning had given
out that he had no confidence in the nationality of
the small band of Englishmen then struggling to
mziintain the empire, and to save their lives, and
alienated from him the whole European population.
The natives openly insulted us, and firmly believed
that our empire was gone, never to return: and no
Wonder. This utter want of confidence in our leaders,
which was the natural result of their proved incapacity
to meet the emergency, was perhaps the most painful,
as it was the most disastrous, part of our position.
There were one or two men here and there upon
Whom we felt we could rely, but they were fewand far
apart. Communication was diffieult, nay, impossible.
Henry Lawrence was one of these, and he was shut
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138 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
up in Lucknow, nor clid we hear of his clcath till long
after ; his brother at Lahore was another, but Lahore
was far distant ; Eclwarcles and Cotton at Peshawur
were others, but from such zr rcmoto corner of the
empire news reached us rarely. VVheeler at Cmvnpore
we believed would do all mun could to justify the
high character for soldiership he haul ever borne ; and
Colonel George Lawrence, who was investuil by Mr.
Colvin with the ranl: and authority of Brigadier-
General, and directed to assume supreme military
power, in Rajpootunu, though not equal to his brothers,
perhaps, in strategic or administrative talent, was the
mainstay of British power in that province. He had
never held high military command before, but I am
sure that his aclvent to Nusseeralmd, fl11(ll1lS assuming‘
supreme military power in the district, was hailed by
all as :1. good omen, and we felt that whatever might
happen under his leadership, we should do all that
Englishmen could do to hold their own. He was :1
Lawrence, and there was something in the name ;
he had great experience, and had been well tutored in
the school of political adversity, having heen twice :1.
prisoner in the l1€Ll1LlS of an Asiatic enemy; once in
Afghanistan, and once in the second Sikh war. He
understooil natives, and uuderstoocl what too many of
our public men have forgotten, ho\v to make hirnsclf
feared and respected by them ; above all, he hm], as
every one knew, indomitable pluck. Great fault was
found with him for not hoing; at the scene of danger
earlier. Vllhen the Nusseerabad outbreak occurred,
he was at Mount Ahoo, hut until any overt act of
mutiny had been committed, he thought perhaps he
W1!-5 of more use in his proper place, the usual residence

. e
l =
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of the agents of the Governor-General For the States of
Rnjpootana, surrounded by the Vakeels from all the
independent States, through whom he could hold
communication with the chiefs. The Vukeels might
certainly have accompanied him to the plains, and I
cannot but believe that much mischief would have
been prevented had he been earlier on the spot.
But when olficers assured their commandants, and
cornmandauts assured the Brigadier, that there was
no chance of the Sepoys breaking out, we can hardly
wonder that a man in LaWrence’s position was de-
ceived too. “hen the mutinous troops threw off the
mask, and the die was cast, he hurried to the post of
danger, and kept the helm till the vessel had weathered
the storm. That he has hitherto met with no ac-
knowledgment of his services from the Government
is perhaps rather u proof of his capacity than the
contrary.

VVhen we asked the Brigadier it, in the event of
our going to Agra, he would allow our wives to live
at Nusseerahud under protection of the garrison there,
he said, Not on any account; we then asked if they
would he allowed to accompany us to Agra; he re-
plied, Certainly not; could they retire towards Decsa
and Bombay? that course Was, he thought, out of the
question ; it was undesirable they should remain Where
they Were. We couldn’t fix it any way, as the Ame-
rican would say, and returned to our brother officers to
relate the result of our conference with the supreme
military authority of the place, for Lawrence was then
at Beeawr, with certainly no fresh ideas on the sub-
ject. The knotty point was referred to the Brigadier-
Geueral, who fgot over the difiiculty by recommend-

. I
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ing every‘ one to remain in statu quo, at any rate, for
the present. But I was anxious that my wife should
leave Beeawr on the first opportunity, and accordingly,
when an invitation came from the King of .Todhpore,
through the political agent, Captain Monck Mason, as
it did shortly alter, for all the ladies who were unpro-
tected and Wanted an asylum for the present, to re-
pair to his capital, where he would take measures to
protect them till the return of the cold season should
enable them to proceed to -Bombay, I thought it
best that my wife should join the rest in accepting it.

There were a great many pros and eons to be con-
sidered. Every day brought different reports and
fresh accounts, calculated to make changes in our
plans. The journey to Jodhpore was a diflicult and
troublesome one ; the ladies were uuprovided with the
commonest necessaries of life, almost without any
servants, and I was unwilling to trust my wife, in a
delicate state of health, amongst strangers, and at a
time when she most needed the protection that I
alone could give her. By degrees the political horizon
in our part of India cleared a little. Agra, the fort
and garrison at least, was sate, and, could we reach
that place, we should he able to deposit our families
at any rate in security under the guns of the Fort;
but there was o long, difiicult, and dangerous journey
to make before we could reach Agra ; the weather was
most unseusonable for marching; we had no tents,
scarcely any means of conveyance, and no money to
get them with. It was like the American roads,
Whichever one you took, you regretted that you had
not taken the other. At last the party at Beeawr
brolse up 3 it was determined to remove all the ladies ;
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part returnezl to Nnsseemlmcl, the rest, among
whom was my wife, set out on their journey to
Jodhpore.

This place is the capital of the independent terri-
tory of lllurwur-—a. territory stretcliing from the
borders of the desert that separates Siml from Raj-
pootana to Ajmere, from Guzerat on the south to the
sterile districts of Jaysulnieer and Biekaneer on the
north and north-west. It is 330 miles in length from
the south-west to north-east, and I60 in breadth,
comprising an area. of 35,672 square miles. It is a.
Wild country, mostly desert ; here and there are towns
and villages, and a little cultivation, but camel breed-
ing is the greet resource of the inlmbitants, and these
animals find abundant pasturage in the desert plains.
The king resides at Joclhpore itself’, which is a. large
city, containing about 70,000 inhabitants. The city
is commanded hy a strong, and said to be impreg-
imhle, fort, built on the top of a. hill that overlooks
the Whole country. Indeed, as you approach the
capital, or stand on the summit of the hill on which
the fort is built, and look upon the vast expanse of
level plain stretching on three sides as far as the eye
can reach, it is impossible to help feeling the resem-
blance of the situation to that of an island in the
midst of the ocean. A range of volcanic hills, rocky
and barren, rises abruptly from the plains to the
height of 300 or 400 feet, on the first of which, facing
the east and south, stands the fort. It is a very pic-
turesque object from whichever side it is viewed ; and
the city is picturesque too at at distance, for the fact
of Water being tolcrzibly abundant there led prolmbly
to the selection of the site, and the consequence is,
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142 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

that there is vegetation in and around the city, while
all the country in the neighbourhood is a waste wil-
derness. On passing through the narrow streets of
the town you emerge on the hilly ground beyond ; a
Winding road leads between ruined walls, and temples,
and houses, and gardens, mixed together in strange
confusion, to the Political Agency, which is a palace
formerly used as :1 country seat by the kings of Jodh-
pore, but subsequently devoted to the residence of
the British political agent. It has a. large garden
laid out in native fashion, and full of splendid trees,
surrounded by a high brick wall with a tower at each
angle, while on the other side, and separated from the
house by a good-sized garden full of fruit-trees, and
well supplied with reservoirs and means for watering
the ground, there is an open kind of alcove: a sort of
building much used by Asiatics, from the Window of
which you look down a considerable depth upon a.
valley covered nearly all the year round with green
grass, and interspersed with a few clumps of trees
and large boulders that have been carried down from
the sides and summits of the surrounding hills. The
spot is called the Sur Sagur, and was originally in-
tended for :1 lake. A stream of water meanders through
this valley, and many years ago some chief‘ who had
plenty of money to spare, or means at hand for pro-
curing labour, attempted to darn up the stream, so
as to force the water to accumulate and form a kind of
lake, half‘ natural, half artificial. A natural elevation
of the ground in the position on which the Agency
now stands was taken advantage oi, and the palace
was erected on it, and the ground in the vicinity laid
out in gardens; a flight of steps was made to lead

3
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from the alcove I have mentioned down to the level
of the ground below, which was intended to lead
to the water; but the water proved refractory, and
would not remain. Owing either to want of engineer-
ing skill, or some radical error in the choice of the
site or construction of the buildings, or some pecu-
liarity in the soil, theiplzm failed 3 so the massive
brickwork and masonry still remain, and the British
Political Agency has not the advantage of a lake in
its immecliate neighbourlmocl. This sort of half arti-
ficial reservoir or lake is very common in Raj-
pootana, and it generally succeeds better than the
Sur Sngur.

The Agency itself is 2. large massive building,
chiefly of marble; it has three stories; the lowest,
or grounzl story, contains a large room, half divided
into two by arches; it opens out on to a flight of
steps that lead into the gzmlen. The second story
contains much greater accommodation, and consists
of six or seven g0o<l~size(l rooms, and :1 spacious
vernndali, an immense height from the ground, from
which there is a fine view of the fort and the sur-
rounding eountry and villages. A long flight of
steps from the outside lends on to the top of the
house, where an additional room has been built by
one of the former political agents, with it thatched
roof. From the top of the house the prospect is
magnificent.

The ancient feuclnl system that at one time
prevailetl all over Iudiu still obtains in Mzuwvar, and
may perhaps be seen as fully developed here as in
any other part of Asia. The King or Rnja, Taklib
Sing, is not it Mursvari by birth, but came from
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14$ TI-IE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOT.-LNA.

Guzerat, having been confirmerl in the sovereignty
he now holcls by the British Government some years
ago, when, the throne becoming vacant, the former
Sing not having left a lineal (lcscentlant, there were
several claimants to it, and the British Government,
as paramount lorcls of Hinclostan, had to decide on
the merits of the respective aspirants to the regal
dignity. Tahht Sing was selected by the votes of
the '.l‘l1akoors, or chief men in the state, and he was
according-ly installed; but he is far from being a
popular sovereign, in spite of his having been eleetecl ;
and the ihct of his not being a Mnrwari of pure
descent has probably more eifect in rendering him
unpopular than even his private character, which is
tainted with the vice so common among Asiatic
sovereigns—avaricc. But though Takht Sing is not
a l\Tarwari, he is connected by relationship with nearly
all the more powerful feudal chiefs, or Thalcoors, as
they are called: the principal of these are the
Pokhurun, the Katchawun, and the Awala Thnkoor.
The king’s authority over these indopenvlent chiefs
is very limited, being much the some as that of the
King of Scotland, in the earliest periods of its history,
over the Highland chiefs, or of our own kings over
the barons: and the consequence is, that a war
between the Raja and one or more of his lihakoors
was a matter of no untreqnent occurrence. The king
maintains a standing army, so to call it, and when it
is necessary to carry on military operations against
a rebel Tliakoor, these valiant forces are \1’\Zt!‘Cl1(Z(l to
the scene of conflict. Perhaps the disaliectecl chief,
surroun(le(l by his tenants and dependents, comes out
to engage the soldiers oi’ his liege lord, but more
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generally he prefers mvaiting them in his fort or
stronghold. The l:ing’s troops snrronnd the place,
or encnmp outside, if it is too 1:11;;-e to surround ; and
a very harmless kind of siege is curried on, which
usually lasts for a month or two. But the worst
manned artillery, with the worst ammunition in the
World, will in time produce an eliqect on mud W£lllS ;
the fortress gets hnttcrecl, perhaps 21 breach is made,
when, rather from the inconvenience of remaining any
longer within his walls, than from any dread of the
resnlts of a general assault, the rebel chief otters
terms : iiegotiations then succeed to active operations,
and both parties being anxious to come to terms, they
agree perhaps to let their cums Zlelli he settled by
the British political agent at the capital: his advice
is asked, and his services, always ready to be exerted
in promoting union, called for to arbitrate: and so
the rebellions Thakoor returns to his allegiance, and
the king’s troops strike their camp and march hack
to the capital: the eliteazfe corlliale between them
and their gallant foes having been pretty well
maintained all along. An entire change must have
come over the Rajpoots during the last three
centuries, and we search in vain for traces of the
daring and chivalrons spirit that centuries ago earned
them undying fame in their conflict with the
Mahometnn invaders of Hindustan. The stories,
however, of their prowess and extraordinary hmvery in
war, rest chiefly on the authority of the Persian or
Mahornetan historians, who would be inclined to
exaggerate the conmge of the Rajpoots For the sake of
adding fresh lanrels to the brow of the wnn'io1- who
overcame foes so worthy of his steel; and in those oases
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146 run MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
(and they were pretty numerous) in which the l\Inssul-
men were worsted, the disgrace of a defeat would he
lessened in proportion to the valour of the enemy.

The Maharaja usually resides during the cold
season in his fort above the city ; the rest of the year
he spends at one or other of the numerous country
seats in the neighbourhood. He is very fond of
sporting, especially of shooting wild pigs, and fish<
ing. He likes to combine the pleasures of the chase
with those of the zenana, so he has a platform built
on the outside of one oi’ his country palaces overlook-
ing a part of the jungle, and here he sits ensconced
behind the hreastworlz, in company with his favourite
wives, and rifles ready loaded by his side. By and
hy the pig is seen Wending his way through the
bushes, in search perhaps of food, \vheu the Raja takes
aim, and being :2. good shot, generally succeeds in
killing his pig, to the intense gratification of his Fair
admirers.

The attitude assumed hy the independent powers
of Raipootana during the rebellion was of the most
incalenlable advantage to the British Government.
Had they seized the opportunity to recover at portion
of their former influence in Hindustan, and sided
with the rebels, their influence, and the weight
attached to their name and rank, and hereditary
associations, would have heen suflicient to turn the
scale. Hnnianly speaking, all the rebels wanted to
secure success to their cause was unity of action, and
leaders of more influence than the Nana or the
Begum, or any of the prominent characters of the
war ; wants which the independent chiefs of Itzrjpoo-
tana might have supplied ; hut they were faitlifnl to

i 



THEIR FIDELITY. 147
their allegiance, and though in many eases unable
to control their soldiers and subjects, they themselves
never swerved from the path of duty. Holkar stood
firm in Central India; Soiudia lost his throne for :1
short time only, as the penalty of his attziclmient to
the British Government; while the princes of Raj~
pootana Proper followed the example set them by the
descendants of the founder of the Mahratta Empire
and the kingdom of Gwalior. Most 0F them lent
their troops to our Government, but the loan, though
well meant, was not of much value; for the men
would not act against the mutineers, except in very
rare oases, tliongh they were useful as police in l:eep~
ing open communication, affording escorts, &c. Still
there can he no doubt that the whole of the districts
under their independent chiefs was very much
tainted with the spirit of revolt and hostility against
the English Governniont (for in their case it cannot
he called rebellion), and had the siege of Delhi been
protracted much longer, it is exceedingly doul)‘r.ful if
this feeling would not have manifested itself in a
general rising of the people against their own sove-
reigns on account of their alliance with our Go-
vernment. Had the immense and somewhat over»
grown fabric of the British Empire fallen over,
it would huve dragged down with it all the inferior
Structures of petty dynasties that rested upon it, and
involved them in common destruction with itself;
and there can be no doulrt, on the other hand, that
the fact of all these surrounding and inferiorliuildings
resting on their great centre, and contributing to its
support while they maintained their own position,
added iunncnsely to the stability of the whole edifice
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I-15 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

of Government in Hindustan. It was For a long time
the policy pursued by the British Government t0\\'ards
independent States, to insist on their keeping up a
body of troops of all arms equipped and disciplined in
the English tasliion, and oflicered by English oilieers,
which was called a contingent; the expense of the
establishment being supplied by the State for whose
protection the force \vas raised and maintained.
These contingents were mostly recruited from the
very same class of men as our own native army, and
therefore it is no wonder that they Followed suit, and
mutinied very much as the regiments of the Bengal
army had mntinied, killing the otlieers in most
cases, and committing other outrages. The Gwalior
Contingent was pre-eminent in this course of wicked-
ness, and earned, perhaps, a greater name in its death
than it had ever rendered itself entitled to in its life.
Jonlhporc was provided with a legion of this sort,
which was quartered not at Jodhpore, as its name
would signify, but a place called Erinpoora, seventy-
eight miles distant, A company of the legion and a
detachment of cavalry were stationed at the capital
as a guard or escort for the political agent. lllhen
the mutiny at Nnsseerabacl tool: place, the legion, or
a. portion of it supposed faitliihl, was iminediately
ordered to march for the scene of disorder. Most
providentially, Captain Monck Mason determined to
send the detachment at the Agency to liead-quarters,
in case of its being wanted to aid in restoring peace,
or acting against the rebels, determining to trust to
the Raja for the means of protection and an escort,
and to send every available bayonet and sabre that
could be mustered into the field. It was not till after»
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KINDNESS or THE RAJA. 14-9
wards that he learnt how the detachment marched
through the streets of Jodhpore calling upon the
astonished citizens ‘To rise in rebellion against their
king, for the British Government was no more.’
The Contingent, as we afterwards learnt, was in-
fected with the spirit of mutiny quite as much as any
portion of the regular army.

The ladies, three in number, left Beeawr under
protection of an escort of the Raja/s men, and reached
the Agency without accident; the only thing they
had to complain of was the heat of the weather, and
the badness of the roads, and a tremendous storm
which overtook them the second day, and drove them
all back to the resting-place they had last left. The
rain poured in torrents, as if the windows of heaven
had in very deed been opened, the lightning de-
scended in vivid flashes to the earth among the
frightened horses, and the thunder pcaled over their
heads in terrific grandeur, as if its deafening clash
was heralding the universal destruction of the
elements and all the material world that is generally
supposed will usher in the advent of the Great Day.
At Jodhpore they were received with the utmost kind-
ness and hospitality; and the Raja sent his fair
visitors, according to court etiquette, a dinner consist-
ing of various kinds of curry and sweetmeats, and an
allowance of two bottles of ale to each lady-—that
being, as he supposed, their daily allowance.

There were two other ladies at the Agency who had
reached that asylum after difficulties and dangers far
greater than those undergone by our party, Mrs. ———-
and Miss ——, the wife and sister of the oflicer com-
manding the Kotah Contingent, at force resembling
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150 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

in construction the Jodhpore leg-ion, and quartered at
a little station called Deolee. The Kotah Contingent
tookthe fi€l[liI11mG(li1ll]ClyiZl1E disturhmices COD1111BL\C0(l,
and after marching and counter-ninrcliing 0. good
deal in the vicinity of Nusseernlizul--one day being
01‘(l<21‘8[l up to Agra, and another lacing called for at
Aj1nere—it eventually reached the former place, and
there niutinied. The circumstances attending the
mutiny belong to the Agra clmpter of the rebellion,
and will not therefore be here related, The ladies
who were left behind zit Deolee in the now deserted
station with 0. slender guard of their own men, for ii,
long time remained in fimcieil security, unconscious of
the dangers that were tliiekening around them. Briga-
dier-General Lawrence, however, was aware of their
critical position, and sent out pnlnnqueens and
l>ez1rers from Ajmere to bring them away, with £1
letter urging Mrs. —-— to leave the place imme-
diately, and not to delay for the purpose of’ packing
up and sending off‘ her property. The mhnonition was
not before it was wanted, for the Neeniuoh mutineers,
after hovering about the country, threatening first
one station and then another, made for Deolee, and
had they not enrriod out the uld custom they hndlieen
used to, of halting on Sunday, Mrs. -—- with her
sister and children would have fhllen into their hands.
As it was, they escaped all dangers, and after sulYer-
ing the greatest possible inc0nvenienee—if' it can he
called by no other nnme—-from exposure to the fierce
rays of :1, June sun all (lay, and great impertinence
from natives in the villages through which they
passed, arrived safely at Ajmere, and thence Went on
to Joclhpore. The Neemuch mutineers on rcaeliiug
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Deolce found the place deserted except by the guard
of the Kotah Contingent that had been left behind to
protect it; so after gutting the houses and burning
down the place, they went on, taking with them the
24-pounder, which was used for firing the twelve
o’clock, and morning and evening guns, and having
their ranks swelled by the guard of the Kotah
Contingent and the hudmaslies belongingfl to the
place.

The departure of the others for Agra being inde-
finitely postponed, I ohtained leave of absence to visit
-lodhpore ashort time after the ladies had arrived
there : an expedition I was the more anxious to niake,
my wife having met with a rather severe accident on
her arrival, and dislocated her shoulder. We enjoyed
to the fullest extent in those days that feeling of in-
dependence which results froin want of property. I
knew at lady, aphilosophcr in her way, who, on getting
out of a railway cnrrriage at the end of her journey,
beheld to her surprise the train proceccl,taking with it
to its distant destination all her baggage and her ser-
vants, who had neglected to get out at the proper
place. Ordinary individuals, and particularly of the
fair sex, would under these circumstances have fussed
and fumed, rushed to the station-muster for relief,
telegraphed in hot haste to the next station, and then
sitting down in the Waiting-rooni, abandoned them-
selves to despair, or to a flood of tears. Not so my
friend, who regarded with :1 look of exultation the
train as it receded in the dim distance rapidly from
view, and then gave vent to her feelings of happiness
in being rid of the greatest torments of her life-—her
baggage and her servants. “'0 c0ml'orted ourselves
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something in the same Way; the mntineers lmcl re-
lieved us of the cares uttentlant upon the possession of
worldly goocls, and after all, there is o source of satisfl‘\c~
tion in feeling that you can carry everything you have
get in the world in your pocket. Poverty has its :1<l-
vantages, and in setting out on a journey we had no
anxiety on the score of czmioge. “'0 required no
camels, or carts, or beasts of burden to convey our
slender stock of worldly possessions, no g1un'cl0ffaitl1-
ful Panrlies to escort it. The whole of my wardrobe
could be tierl up in a small bundle that one in-.111 eoulcl
easily carry; indeed the greater and most valuable
portion of it I could carry without inconvenience in my
havorsuck. A lota. (u sm:ullbr:1,ss vessel for containing
water, that all natives of the lower classes curry about
with them) and u piece of cord long enough to reach to
the bottom of at well, so as to enable mo to get Water on
the road (luring my peregrinntions, an umbrella, cu pair
of pistols, and a, sworzl, completed my travelling appa-
ratus ; and niounted on :1 pony, :1. sorry beast lent me
by 21 frientl (I had sent my own ou, so as to be able
to ricle two stages without stopping), I set out. But
the Fates were against me, and at the first resting
place I received an unwelcome missive from the Colonel
of the regiment recalling me. Anintimation hail been
receiverl that the exodus For Agra was about to he
commenced ; so back I went. However, the Agra
expedition was 21 will~o’-the-Wisp ; we (lid not rnnrell,
and about Fl. week after, I again set out for Joclhpore,
selecting this time the Ajmere route, as before I had
taken the Beeawr one. Jotlhpore is about equidistant
from Ajmere and Beeawr, that is, 120 miles, but the
road through the former place is the most frequented.

_ ,
-

 



THE JOURNEY. 15$
For a long time after the mutiny, Captain Monck
Mason had kept relays of bulloeks on the road from
Jodhpore to within about twenty miles of Aj mere, in
the event of fugitives Wanting to travel in that direc-
tion ; and understanding that this arrangement was
still available, it was my object to get from Ajmere
to the spot where the bullocks were supposed to be
located, and so go on, without having to halt upon
the road.

It was :1 fine sultry afternoon in the beginning of
July, that, ensconced in a vehicle called it baylcy, drawn
by two bulloeks, I wended my Way tlirough the
suburbs ot'Ajn1e1'e. A bayley is about the most un-
comfortable kind of conveyance a man can possibly be
tortured in. It consists of a small square cart, the seat
of which always slants either backwarnls or forxvards,
with roof supported on four slender poles ; it is impos-
sible to sit upright in it, for there is nothing to lean.
against ; lying down is equally out of the question, for
there is no room wherein an ordinary-sized mortal can
bestow his legs. Natives who can sit all (lay in an
upright posture with their legs doubled up in some in-
conceivable way under them, vastly approve of this
method of conveyance, and will ride the whole day and
night quite contentcdly in a position that would
subject every llnglisllman in a quarter of an hour to
the most excruciating cramps. There is no protection
from the dust, and very little from the sun, and alto-
gether it is about as unzulvisable a mode of travelling-
as one could well meet with. But in the year of
grace 1857 we were not particular. A year before, if
any one had told. me the time would come when I
should consider myself most fortunate in possessing a
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154 THE MUTI1\'IES IN RAJPOOTANA.

lota and riding in at hayley, I should have either thought
my infbrmant nmcl, or that he was ‘ ehafling’ me.

A11 escort had heen given me of three sowars
(horsemen) from the Raj troops, and u more villanous
looking set of men it has scarcely ever been my ‘Fortune
to behold. They were toleruhly mounted, at least for
Raj sowars, and arrnecl with spears and swords, but
no matchlocks-a little ma-tter whereupon I llfltl sub-
sequently eause to congratulate myself’. One of these
worthies, the head rnzm among them, was a grey-
hearzled iuclivirluzrl, who l00ke<l as if he had imleecl
grown old in iniquity; the other two,ju<1g-ing from
their physiognemies, must have been guilty of every
crime in the calendar twenty times over. A Fourth
attentlzult, a, volunteer on foot, armed with :1 large
iron-heaclecl stick or pole, aeeoinpmlied the cortege.
I was perfectly indifferent to the !‘OSp6k:l‘ALl)llll7_Y or
otherwise of my escort, so to call them, hut it was
probable they niiglit he useful to me on the road in
procuring supplies, should I require any from the
villagers, but I cunnut say I trusted to them much to
hefi'ieu<l me in ease 0f'z1cei(lent, or stand by me in the
event of danger. They (lid not appear inelinecl to
fraternize, but on the eontrury seemed rather disposeil
to he sullzy and insolent,.s0 I left theni to themselves,
and was jolted along the uneven road at the rare ol
about two miles an hour, in silence us Fur as I was
concerned.

The high roml from Aj mere to Jonlhpore one would
suppose weuhl have been pretty well known, hut,
strange to say, my .Tehu, and the escort, and the volun-
teer on foot, Whose express vocation was, as far as I
coultl make out, t-lial; 0l' a guide, all lost their way at
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least twice helbre we left the environs of Ajmere. This
was not cheering, but I was pretty well ii1ditTercnt to
all external events, and had made a vast proficiency
in practical stoicism since the 28th 1\Iay. If \ve lost
our way on the high road, close to the l)IlZ£1£L!‘ at Aj-
mere, it was not to be Womlered at that my friends
declared themselves utterly at 2» loss in which direc-
tion to proceed when they had emerged into the open
country. At length the sun set, mirl, as the 1110011
hml not risen, the dnrkncss of the night by no means
ELlllG(l my zealous guides i11 discovering the right road.
‘Ye got into fields, bogs, quagiuires, went ovcr hedges,
mounds, anywhere but on the road ; the driver only
returning answer to my oft-repeated inquiries if we
were going right, ‘ He was totally ignorant even of
our destination, and consequently not well informed
as to the way that led to it.’ At last, after being very
nearly upset several times, I determined to alijure the
vehicle altugethc1', and got out to wall; ; indeed, I had
walked the greater part of the way as it was, for half
an hour’s torture in the cmmpi11g~ezu't was as much
as I could hear at once.

After we haul been xrnmlcring about in a vague
manner For st long while in total {l€ll'l{l1GSS, we came
to a village, and here, thought I, we shall at any rate
he able to get 2. guide. However, on our arrival, my
necomniocluting escort quietly, but firmly, refused to
go any further, and, as the driver of the cart followed
suit, I fmnid myself compelled reluctantly to halt for
the night, having‘ made, as I felt sn-re, but a very load
zlay’s journey. Indeed, consiclering the way we had
\vnn(lere<l, first one side then the other, then back,
and then round again, it was f'a.i1'ly open to (louht
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whether I was a bit nearer my destination than before
I set out. However, as they would not go on, there
was no help for it but to stay, and I regretted 12>
thousand times that I had not come on my pony alone,
when I could, at any rate, have got over the ground
as soon as I had discovered the road. Outside the
village there was a public halting place, called a dhur-
rensala, for travellers; it consisted of a stone shed,
raised from the ground, open on one side and closed
on all the rest. To this spot I had my cart token,
and my escort proceeded to make themselves and their
beasts snug for the night. I had hoped that when
the moon rose, which would be shortly, they might
perhaps be prevailed on to proceed, but it was soon
apparent that nothing was further from their inten-
tions. There were robbers, they said, on ahead, who
would certainly destroy the whole party if we pro-
ceeded by night.

The arrival of the cortege caused a sensation in the
village; fora crowd of men, all armed with sticks,
making a great noise, came down professedly to have
a look at me, and, seating themselves on the edge of
the stone platform in Front of the dhnrrensala, enjoyed
a good stare at, and a noisy discussion about the
stranger. Not feeling very sure of my visitors’ in_
tcntious, I displayed my pistols and sword rather
ostentationsly, and lay down in my cart. The hulloclrs
had been taken oat, and the driver no longer sitting
in front, I found, to my great relief, that a stretch of
the legs to their full extent was at last practicable.
By and by the villagers, departed; two cho\vl<edars,
01' Watchmen, from the village, attaclied themselves to
my party, of course to take care of me. The moon
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rose by degrees high into the heavens, and I lay
silent, in mi attitude of rest, absorbed in thought, and
really enjoying the quiet and soothing influence of
the calm moonlight iiig-ht. I had no inclination to
sleep, but indulged in waking dreams, revolving in
my mind the events we lmd lately witnessed, and
forming plans, as far as I dared look for\va1'd, for the
future. I had lain in this manner for :1 consider-
able time perfectly still, when I observed oue of my
unpleasant-looking friends of the escort come, as if
casually, near the cart, and take a good look at me in
passing ; I lay perfectly still, and by and by he tried
it n second time, and came much closer; he tried it
athird time, and took 2. good long look at me. I
had closed my eyes, and was to all appezn-anee Fast
asleep. I then heard one of‘ the others ask ‘if the
Sahib was asleep.’ The inquisitive gentleman who
had, as hc thought, thoroughly investigated the point,
replied, ‘ Yes, fast asleep, and even if he were awake,
he cannot understand a WO1‘(l we say.’ Oh, I thought,
then I will keep my ears open. The old grey-lmired
man, who was much the best of the party, had lain
down and covered himself up, and was fast asleep.
The other two sowars and the \va.tel.1men from the
village then sat down, and entered into a long con-
versation, speaking in rather an undertone, but, in
the stillness of the night, I could hear every Word
they said, except when they dropped their voices, which
they did now and again, and spoke in :1. whisper.

The language they used in conversation was a
rustic dialect of Hindu, occasionally introducing
1\Izu'\va1‘i words, which I could not understand ; I paid
attention at first merely from curiosity, thinking I
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158 rue MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
should probably hear some unbiassed opinions ex-
pressed regarding recent events; and I was curious to
know what these men really thought of public affairs.
This, no doubt, was the reason why they had talxen
the precaution to see if I was asleep before they entered
on zi Free discussion of the character and prospects of
the English. But I soon heard words that made me
anxious not to lose n syllable, and, without moving
my position the least, strained my ears mid attention
to the utmost to catch what was said. They began
by talking about the late disasters, and the overthrow
of our Government, which they thought had been
eliected; and the events that had occurred at Agra
appeared to have made great impression on them.
They then proceeded to discuss cu plan For killing me,
and taking what little property, and it was little
enough, I had. They also contemplated £1. general re-
bellion in their own country, Marwnr; and one of
them remarked that there were men ready to rise and
join :1 rebel chief in every village in the country. But
the part of their conversation that was most interest-
ing was that relating to myself. They dwelt very much
on the fact of my having pistols, of which they seemed
to have a, wholesome fem‘, one repeatedly bringing it
as an objection against attacking me. The others
tried to encourage him by observing that, after
all, there were only two shots, and when they
were expended they could dcspatch me with their
swords.

They appeared to have postponed their Cll3.1‘it2Ll)l0
purpose for another opportunity, as well as I could
make out, till we had zidvanced further on our
journey; and so, after along conversation, they lay
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clown to sleep, leaving one of the watchmen sitting
up, prof'esse<lly to look out, but in reality to follow
the example of the others in a sitting instead of xx
1‘ecumhent posture.

I deliberated with myself what I shoulcl do. The
first thing was to get out of the cart, where, in case
of attack, my movements would have been very much
hampered, and the assailing party would have it all
their own way. So I wniterl For a consitlerable time
in my old position; then raising myself as if mva.l:ing
from cleep sleep, and getting out of the conveyance
with my sword and pistols, spread my scanty store of
hezlding on the stone floor of the dl1urrensala., and lay
down.

I tlelihemtecl as calmly and impartially as possible
on all that had been said, taking care to give full
Weight to the great improhahility of men in their
position concocting and carrying out such a scheme
as murdering :1 solitary traveller. Had I been :1 poli-
tical agent, or any one of importance, there would
have been nothing at all singular in it; but of what
value to these semi-hm~haria.ns was the lire of a Wan-
(lering suhaltern of :1 mutinied regiment? The property
I hurl was so small as hardly to tempt men to such n
crime ; and \v0nl<l they not be held answerable for my
life on their return either to Ajmere or to their homes?
On the other hand, the men hncl made use of certain
expressions, which, take them any way I wouhl, it
was impossible to interpret in any other sense than
that they really intended attacking rne. It might be
an obj ect to them to take the life of any Englishman,
and as for my property, small though it Was, the
pistols alone, which were such an object of dread to
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them in my hands, would be proportionahly valuable
in theirs. As for want of motive to such a crime,
or any considerations of sell’-interest being likely to
deter them from it, had I not lately seen numherless
instances of men, as far as we could see, sacrificing all
their worldly interests to gratify ii, whim or a passion,
turning their arms against their own Government,
attempting the assassination of their own oflicers,
towards Whom they could have no possible cause for
ill-will? and I had expressly heard the Manvari
liorseman aflirm that he knew disturbances would
spread immediately into his own country, so that
there would be little or no danger of their being
apprehended. On the whole I determined at any rate
to he on the sate side, and get rid altogether of any
escort. From their previous behaviour it was clear
that it would be useless to tell them to go hack, as I
had before repeatedly told them I would rather they
returned and leave me to pursue my journey alone,
when I found ho\v unwilling they were to guide me
or to aflbrd me any effectual assistance; they would
simply refuse, so I resolved to frame some excuse for
getting rid of them one by one as I went along.
Alone, and on horseback, I could pursue my way more
expeditiously, independently, and safely. So I wrote a.
note in pencil to a friend (Captain Phillpotts, A.D.C. to
General La\vrenee,) at Ajmere, desiring; him to send
out my horse, and added a postscript, ‘Don’t let the
bearer return.’ It would he :1 good way I thought of
testing the accuracy of my suspicions ; if they were
groundless, one of the men would not object to re-
turning for my horse, but if correct, it was certain
my orders would be disobeyed.
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I then went and woke up two of the sowars, and

told them that I had been so jolted in the curt, and
it was such a. wretched means of conveyance, I had
determined to go no further in it; that I wanted my
horse sent out, and one of thein must return with the
note to Ajmere to have it forwarded; meantime I
should wait there till it came. They appeared very
much surprised at my order, and atter observing to
one another that they were not going back to A_j mere
to be punished, flatly reFuse<1 to go, calling me a fool
at the same time. This I pretended not to under-
stand, but Feeling secure in the possession of the
dreaded pistols, which were concealed in my breast, so
that I could draw them in :1 moment, I remained
standing among them, calmly insisting on the order.
They got very violent in their gestures and language,
and held conversations apart, which I could not over-
hear, and at least half-an-hour was spent in this
profitless discussion. They appeared unable to under-
stand my motives, for the excuse about the horse they
thought a sham; at last one of the watchmen (who
also had taken an animated part in the previous
conversation) said, ‘This is it, the sahih has been
awake all night, and not asleep, and overheard all we
said.‘ The truth seemed to {iash across the mind of
the sowar who had been the most insolent and most
violent in his language, and laying his hand on his
sword as if to draw it, made 2. gesture to the others
to attack me, calling out, ‘ Strike for-—-religion ;’
the very cry that had heralded so much bloodshed and
so many crimes already in India. I remained per-
fectly still, hut on my guard, watching every move-
ment, and in it moment could have presented a pistol

- N. 1
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at my antagonist; whether it would have gone oi?
is quite another question. I had reason to believe
subsequently it would not. The attack, however, was
never made 3 the other horseman laid his hand on his
arm, and endeavoured to pacify his brother savage.
But their behaviour only confirmed my resolution to
get rid of my friends at all hazards, and again calmly
but resolutely I insisted on the necessity of‘ the note
being taken, and added, ‘ If one of you will not go
alone, all go together.’ I should have been delighted
with the arrangement. After a good deal more of‘
this violent language on their part, and obstinate
persistence on mine, one of the sowars suddenly con-
sented to take the note on my asseveration that there
was nothing in it but an order for my horse to be
sent out, and on the condition that he was to return.
I allowed myscltto be guilty of deceit in this instance,
thinking that the circumstances justified it; but it is
a mistuke—the inevitable law of right and wrong
cannot be transgressed with impunity. A man may
get out of a temporary difllculty by deceiving his
enemy, and far he it from me to condemn any one
for so doing, but in the long run I believe the old
proverb holds good, and that honesty is the best
policy. An Englishman who stoops to deceit does his
country a wrong--for he lessens in a material degree
the respect which is always accorded to men whose
natural characteristics are honesty and love of truth.
However, the note was taken by the sowar at last,
and I saw him ride off‘ with satisfaction. I got a
little rest, and as soon as daylight appeared, I again
awoke my accommodating escort, and informed them
that having resolved to remain there till my horse
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arrived, and make the rest of the journey on horse-
back, it was my will and pleasure that the cart should
go on, and I would overtake it, and one sowar must go
with it. Here I met with the same sort of opposition
as before, but it was more easily overcome. The order
was so reasonable that they could not refuse to obey
it; so after abusing me a little more in conversation, the
old sowar harnessed his stud, and slowly and unwil-
lingly set out with the cart. I was now quite at my
ease; two of the sowars were gone, and the solitary
one left was as likely to cut his own hand off as to
attack me single-handed ; and the gentleman with
the iron-headed club went off‘ with the cart, so I lay
down quietly to wait for my horse. But it never
came. The sun got higher and higher, still no horse
appeared. I walked a little way along the road ex-
pecting to meet it every second; first I sauntered a
few yards, then a quarter of a mile, sitting down on
the hank at intervals; at last I found I had got so
far it was no use going hack, for the open country
was as good a resting place as the dhurrensala, and
when once I got my horse I should soon make up for
lost time. By degrees I had wandered on I thought
half way to Ajmere, and no signs of my having any
other means of conveyance than my own legs appear-
ing, I walked on, and astonished my friends by pre-
senting 1nysclt'hef'orc them about noon, very hot, very
(lusty, and very hungry.
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CIIAPTER X.

AJ.\IERE—'POKI[U.R@ST$IiT FOR .TODH1'ORE‘"lIAIRTlL- _
I'EEP.\E—ARRI\’AL.

ABOUT a quarter of a mile from the walls of the
Ajmeve fort there was an estate, consisting of at

garden and u grove 01' iiiagiiifieeiit trees, under the shade
of whose thick foliage and wide-spreading branelies the
traveller might find shelter during the hottest season
of the year. The grounds were situated on the shore
of the lake: a raised terrace of masonry had been
built, overlooking the lake itself, and as there was
generally a breeze lalowing across the large expanse
of water, the rippling waves sparkled merrily against
the walls below, affording :1 sight and sound only to
be properly appreciated by those who have resided
long in the sultry plains of India. Upon this terrace
stood a row of houses, ate considerable distance apart,
of different sizes, but all built in the native fnsliion,
improved by subsequent additions made for the con-
venienceof the European residents, who had monopo-
lized the place for their abode. In the largest of
these, General Lawrence and his staff’ had taken up
their quarters, and here I resided for a few days after
my return. Ajmere had not presented such a curious
spectacle For many years as it did during the season
of I857. The fort was held by a small body of the
83rd Q.ueen’s, and as these men were the first European
soldiers that had been quartered there for a. very lone‘1 ,l»’
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time, they were regarded by the inliabitants, and the
frequent visitors from the surrounding dist-riets that
the emergency of the times assembled at the capital
of the district, with feelings of wonder and awe.
Some of the old Thalroors from the villages in the
deserts of Marwar, who had repaired to Ajnlere to
wait on the Governor-Gene1':1l’s representative, and to
tender their allegiance, or to lend their services, and
those of’ their retainers, to the British Government,
in accordance with the Rajalfs injunctions, used to
wateli the European soldiers engaged in sports, or in
the performance of their military duties, as children
in England do the wild beasts in a show. Public
matters wore about as unpleasing an aspect at that
period as they well could. In consequence of the
wretched state of the country, the mails from the
north and north-east came in irregularly; for many
days, while the Neeinueh znutineers were on the road
near Agra, we received no news at all from the seat of
Government in the North-west Provinces, which was
generally believed among; the natives to have been
totally destroyed. Our sanguine hopes of having aid
sent out from England, overland, had been dashed
to the ground; the assurances given to the native
chief's and sovereigns of’ Rajpootana and elsewhere,
that in six weeks alter the news of the outbreak
reached England, European troops would begin to
arrive in numbers at Bombay, had to be contradicted
by the some otficers who had made them, relying,
alas, in vain, on the national sympathy of the mother
country, and the energy of Government. One after
the other the waves of disaster had rolled on, station
after station fell, regiment after regiment had mutinied,
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166 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANIL

destroyed their cantonments, and marched to swell
the hosts of our inveterate foes. Cawnpore had gone,
though at the time we only received vague and
uncertain rumours of the calamities that had fallen
on that devoted garrison; but the natives knew it
well: the whole of Onde, with the exception of the
capital, had been wrested out of the hands of the
British Government; the gallant little band before
Delhi held their own bravely, but as yet had made no
permanent impression on the besieged garrison ; our
native mnziliaries who still remained faithful to our
cause, looked with anxious eyes on the weakened
fhbric of the British Indian Empire, tottering from
the violence of the repeated blows dealt against it,
well knowing that if it fell, they fell too; sedition
was still rife, and active but secret enemies were busy
in sowing the seeds of rebellion, and tampering with
the uncertain fidelity of the few native troops we had
got to depend upon; while, if \ve turned our eyes to
our own Government, we beheld nothing but ridiculous
vacillation and want of energy to meet the crisis.
The population of Ajmere, which was chiefly Maho-
metan, was disattecteil, and thougll, as a matter of
history, the inhabitants of wealthy mercantile cities
seldom initiate a rebellion, we knew that they only
wanted an example set them to lend their aid in
exterminnting the hated race of the Nazarenes. S0
little was the confidence in the stability of the empire
that Government paper had been selling at sixty per
cent. discount, and one or two lucky individuals mode
a lmndsome profit by purchasing it at that rate.
Eftorts had been made to seduce the Sepoys of the
Bombay army from their allegiance, and there was
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AJMERE FORT. 167
good reason to know that the Poorbeeahs (or men
recruited from the Bengal Presidency, chiefly Shaha-
lmd and Oudc) would he only too glad to join the
conunon cause, but that they were held in check by
the men of other races in the ranks with them. The
Jodhpore legion (Poorbeah) had been overheard
talking open mutiny when they marched into Nnsseer-
abad a month ago, but had not yet declared them-
selves. “/itliin the fort all was bustle and activity : the
fortifications were undergoing repairs, a large workshop
was filled with carpenters and wheelwrights, all busy
making new gun carriages, or repairing old ones;
shot and shell was being piled in heaps at convenient
spots ; wells were being sunk ; artisans and lallourers of
every class were being employed in some part of the
premises, and every precaution was being taken to
make the tumbledown old place capable of standing
:1 siege, should matters eventuate in the unhappy
necessity of holding out the place as a last resort.
"Whatever ideas the natives may have entertained
regarding the fate heaven had in store for us, they
must at any rate have been impressed with the idea
that the unbelievers ha/1 lost neither their energy nor
their confidence in themselves.

One day during my short residence at Ajmere we
made a party to Pokhur, a place of I-lindoo pilgri-
mage alluded to above, about ten or fifteen miles from
Ajinerc. The General was our host, and the neces-
sary arrangements for a party of Englishmelfs ‘ sine
qua non’ for enjoyment—plenty of pr0vender—-
having been sent out, We started early in the morning,
mounted on horses, ponies, and camels, and all well
armed, to enjoy our pic-nio. Seldom had I witnessed
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168 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

a more picturesque scene than that presented by our
czwalcmle. Our course lay along it stony road
winding round the hill, at the foot of which the city
of Ajmere is huilt ; thence we emerged into a broad
valley above the lnhc, intersected by rt winding stream,
which in the rainy season turns the ground into a
marsh. The sun rose as we cantered across the
valley. The varied costume of the officers, and of the
escort of Rujpoot horsemen taken by the General
as o guard of honour, made at pleasing fo1'eg'roun(l to
the picture ; on the right was the lake, sparkling
in the rays of the rising sun; behind the city and
suburbs of Ajn1ere—the high hrick wall looming out
from ainong the trees and Foliage of the surrounding
gardens and orchzu'ds ; and on all sides of us were
high, barren, wild-looking mountains, the highest of
which, called Tmngliiii", ‘the Abode of the Stars,’ was
crowned with n conspicuous place of Mnhonictan
pilgrinisge. After crossing the valley we ascended a
very steep causeway that led over the hill, pitched
with huge stones, mziny of which had been worn so
smooth and slippery that 2. horse could scarce keep
his footing, in other parts so rough that our ponies
and camels had the greatest difficulty in ascending it.
But the descent the other side was for more cliilieult
than the ascent; at the hottom was the sandy bed of
:1 river, which ran for rt considerable distance between
heamtifiilly Wooded hills of considerable elevation. The
scenery the whole way was very pretty, and very unlike
that barren, uninteresting country one sees so much of
in the plfl‘ll1S of India. Polzhur is a curious place, and
well Worth visiting; there is it large pond orlnkc lying
in a hasin among the hills 3 the hanks are studded with
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VISIT TO POKHUR. 169
buildings, old temples, summer-houses, and gardens,
and in the centre a ruined fane, which Forinerly stood
out of the water, and has been partially submerged,
owing either to the soil underneath having suddenly
given way, or to the elfect of volcanic phenornena,
and is accordingly regarded by the superstitious
natives with great veueration. The town seems
thickly populated, and, judging from the enormous
number of children we saw, the population is in no
danger of diminishing. \Ve put up in a kind of
summer-house ovcrlooking' a large flight of stone
stairs where the pilgrims resort For the purpose of
bathing in the sacred waters, which is set apart for
European visitors, whose amusement, I believe,
generally consists in watching the naked urchins,
who are hopping about the steps, now in the water
now out, no\v climbing the root’ of’ the neighbouring
buildings, and all c-lamouring for ‘ bakshecsh,’ jabber-
ing, chattering, laughing, and gainbolling about like
an enormous family of monkeys. ‘Ye made no excep-
tion to the rule, and a copper pice (a coin, value
about tliree-farthings) thrown into the water, was
sullieient inducement for hundreds of these
amphibious creatures to throw themselves eagerly
after it, dive down, and scramble for it among the
weeds at the bottom of the lake. The fortunate
possessor would at lengt-l1 emerge with the prize
between his teeth; half of them would turn to the
shore, and halt‘ remain, treading water, till another
pice was thrown to a little distance, so as to he clear
of the band, and down they went again, diving,
swimming, struggling, serzunbling, like 50 many fish.
Excitement rose to the highest when it become
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170 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
known that the ‘burrn. sahih,’ the greet man, had
with extravagant inunifieence, hitherto unrivalled,
olfered eight annzzs, or a shilling, to any boy who
lezipt from the topmost parapet of an apartment, a
height perhaps of thirty feet or more, into the water.
Places like Pokhur, that are held sacred in the eyes
of the Hindoos, are resorted to by thousands, and the
crowds of people about showed that the disturbances
had not turned aside the usual stream of devotees.
The General had some business to do there, I believe;
at any rate, our visiting the place at the time must
have had u very good effect, for if 0. small band of
English gentlemen could go on :1 pleasure party to
a place essentially av. hotbed of lhnaticisln, and the
head-qn2u"ters of Hindoo superstition, it was a pretty
good proof that the prestige which had for so many
years attended the British oillcer wherever he went,
and invested him with a certain degree of imaginary
sanctity and awe in the eyes of the vulgar crowd,
had not yet died out. If we could trust ourselves
among the armed crowds, among the fanatics,
fhkeers, devotees, and Sepoys in disguise, that
swarmed about the streets and the suburbs of Pokhur,
it was plain that the English had not yet been driven
out of India, or had any expectation of being so.
Before we returned, we visited, by invitation, a
garden belonging to the chief man of the place, of
which I cannot give u very good description, except
that it was so thickly studded with trees, that all we
could do was to well: with our heads downwards in
single file, one after another, along the narrow path,
creeping under the branches or pushing them aside,
which, on account of the luxurience of the vegetation,

r
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it was necessary to do at every stepi ‘Ye had :1
pleasant ride back to Ajrnere, by the same road we had
come, in the cool of the evening.

I was anxious to be on my way to -Todhpore, and
no visible change in public affairs having resulted
from the bad news received a few days before of the
disasters at Agra, where our troops had to retreat in
presence of the inutineers, and where all the residents
were shut up in the fort, and besieged, as the phrase
is (though :1 siege generally implies the presence of
two parties, one outside and one inside the walls, and
in this case the former was wanting, for the enemy
retreated as rapidly as our own men) the General made
me over by a hind of imaginary writ of’ ‘liaheas
corpus’ to n, dependent of the Jodhpore V-akeel, who
became answerable for my safety, and was bound to
deliver rne alive and sound at Jodhpore in three
days. I mounted the camel provided ior me, and,
attended this time by an escort of five men, better-
looking ones than I had before, set out once more.
It was about two P.M. in the middle of July, and the
clouds which had partially obscured the sun’s rays for
zi few days past, and induced me to forget the intense
heat at the time of the year, having cleared off the
very day I started, the heat was overpowering. VVe
inade about eighteen or twenty miles that evening,
and put up at nightfall in a village where the people
received us kindly enough, owing to the imposing
presence of my guide, Achal Sing‘, who appeared,
like 21. coaehman of one of our best coaches in the
old days, to know everybody on the road, and every
one to know him. A charpoy (rude bedstead) was
brought out into the street of the village, and I sat
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172 rnn MUTINIES IN R.-XJPOOTANA.
clown, every motion, every act being Watched by
crowds of men, women, and children, with as
much interest as :1 rhinoceros would excite among the
inmates of an English farm-house. A large party of
travellers were putting up in the same village besides
ourselves, and were reclining at full length on the
ground, their bundles under their heads, and their
matchlocks leaning against the wall behind them.
By and by the cattle were driven in, and I passed the
night in pretty close proximity to a very large muss of
cows, calves, bufihloes, ponies, and camels, who took
up their abode along with me in the centre. The
heat was intense. The blazing sun had been pouring
its burning rays all day upon the little confined spot,
and had set some time ago, leaving the earth and the
mud walls of the houses thoroughly lieaterl, and
capable ol'1-elraeting a good deal of caloric all the
night. Not a breath stirrecl through the sultry
evening air, and to improve matters, the wayiarers
lit enormous fires all round me for the purpose of
cooking" their food, which, though it increased the
heat, had the efl'eet of keeping ofl‘ the swarms of mus-
qnitoes and insects that were buzzing about in
myriacls. The exposure to the sun during the clay
harl brought on a slight attack of agne, and I expe-
rienced that very uncomfortable creeping, l1alF-shi\'er-
ing cold sensation which betokens the presence of
fever in the system. I tried to eat and drink alittle
of the food I hzul with me, and smoked a cheroot, de-
termined to ignore the presence of so inconvenient a.
companion in my present circumstances as an attack
of fever, and to the surprise of my companions, who,
though natives of the country, felt the heat so much

ii _



ROYAL TOWN. 173
that they were forced to strip themselves to the skin,
covered myself with :1 piece of felt—-the only thing I
llfill to serve me for bedding, great coat, cloak, and
nmny other purposes besides for many a. long (lay
-~:md tried to sleep.

“Te started early next morning after an nnre1°resh-
ing night, and made about thirty miles by ten
0’elocl:, when we reached the city of 1\Ia.irta, put
down in most of the maps in large and conspicuous
letters, as if it were a. place of great importance. It
is one of’ the klmlsa towns (us they are called), that is,
the peculiar possession of the sovereign, and not, as
many places and districts are, held by EL 'l‘lniko0r, or
nohle, as zt fief. It is it \‘\'o.lle(l town, and from :1 distance
has an imposing appearance. The heat was over-
powering even by nine 0’clock, and, as may readily he
imagined, I had gained as many particulzws as pos~
sible 1'€g‘iI1'(lll'lg' the place we were to put up zit, and the
fare and quarters I was likely to find, il'0m my com-
pmiion, old Achal Sing. His account (and he was hy
no menus an impartial witness as to the excellence of
everything in 1\Iar\var, for that dry, dreary, desert
country he thought the finest in the World, and was
as proud of it as Pat is of the Emerald Isle) led me to
expect the most hospitable reception from the mag-
nates of the place, and splendid quarters to put up in,
like those M. Hue seemed so fortuimtely to find
always during his wanderings in China; so that when
I entered the gate of the city, and rode through the
principal street, and beheld it halF peopled, the
houses more than half in ruins, even the wretched
little bunnenhs’ shops exhibiting all those signs of
poverty and lack of business that are so characte-
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174 THE nurmms IN RAJPOOTANA.
ristic of Eastern cities which have been clepopulated
by misrnle, and allowed to fall into ruin through
neglect and tyranny on the part of the rulers of the
land, my heart rather sank within me, For I was
clreadfully tired and unwell. At last we 1‘921Cl1CElZL
large enclosure, snrrounclecl by a high wall, with it
lofty gateway as an entrance, which at one time had
been a fine large serai ; on one side there was 21 house,
or range of rooms, one story towering above another
to a great height, the whole surniounted by an
open, airy-looking domicile, consisting of a domed
roof’, supported by thin, and not inelegant stone
pillars. Haul it been stormy weather, one would.
scarcely have ventured up there, but thinking I
should certainly get what little air might be stirring‘,
I managed with seine diflieulty to discover the way up,
and with still greater diflieulty to accomplish the
ascent, for the stone steps were Jlll in ruins, and the
whole place looked as if a very gentle shock of an
em-tliquake, or :1. good gust ofwintl would send it about
my ears.

Residents in India, more particularly travellers, are
held in estimation by the natives exalotly in proportion
to the size of the retinue, the quantity of baggage,
and cattle, &c., they take about with them. This is
the case allover the world. In England a solitary
portmnntemi or 2|. carpet-bag curries weight with
it, especially if it be new. In Vllziles even, and
other parts of the country where it is so common for
tourists to trzwel on foot during the sumnier months,
it is extruorzlinary what :1 ditFe1'ent reception the pos-
session ol' even an unhappy portmanteziu will ensure its
owner at any of the principal hotels, to that which a
walking-stick and knapsack secures. Had I travelled
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through Marwar with camels, and tents, and servants,
and h0rses—such an establishment as oflicers are in the
habit of taking about with them wherever they go-—I
should have been recognised as an oflicer of the British
Governm ent, and treated accordingly; while here I was
the possessorof only one seat on a camel, the miimal not
my own, with no baggage but :1 small wallet containing-
my very slender wardrobe, so slender, that I had
actually been reduced to what, under other circum-
stances, would have been, to say the least, the undig-
nified necessity of borrowing a pair of unmentionables
and a very old shirt from a friend, and not returning-
theni. But the state of poverty to which the muti-
neers had reduced us was :1 stern reality, from which
there was no possible way of’ escaping, and I had made
up my mind to disregard appearances, and not look for
the wonted respect we had been in the habit of re-
eeiving from the hands of natives and subordinates
till Fortune should smile on mo again, and the British
Government recover its position, and enable its ofliccrs
to recover theirs. I was somewhat amused by the
apologetic, and at the same time assuring air with
which my friend Achal Sing used to tell every one
that I was not what I seemed, that I was an ‘Arnir’
or geutleinan among my own kith and kin, and though
I went through the country with no ‘ dhuni dham’ (an
expressive word, that I cannot translate better than
by kicking up a dust), I was entitled to respect ; and
to do them justice they generally believed him ; though
it required a considerable degree of faith, for appear-
ances were decidedly not in favour of the truth. I was
fortunate at Mairta. The rumour of an English tra-
veller having arrived at first attracted a. small crowd
under the shade_of the gateway, wh_ich situation was

ti
0



176 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
exactly opposite to the rickety, airy position I occu-
pied, to gaze at me. By and by, it reached the ears
of the magnates of the pl:1ce—-most likely Aehal Sing
went and told them—and I had a visit from one of the
kotwals, or native inagistrates. This man had been
at Ajmere some time before, where I had accidentally
met him in the quarters of the fort commandant, and
though we had not on that occasion exelrang-ed a
syllable (and he was a snlky-looking" fellow I thought),
he appeared overjoyed to see me. Mu,i1‘te was
honoured by my presence, he was proud ; his brother,
the hzikim or head man of the place, was proud; the
moonshees and Writers were proud; all tluit they pos-
sessed was at my disposal, the resources of 1VIairta
should he ransacked to supply my wants; and first of
all I should he ‘shzmipooed.’ Now, shampooing is u
process against which 1 have always entertained
perhaps .1 very foolish prejudice. The idea of a native
standing over one, clawing, and pawing, and mud-
dling with 0ne’s limbs and muscles, is a thing Incver
could bear even the thought of. I begged to he ex-
cused; I pleaded national habits—-all was of no avail ;
the barber was summoned forthwith; I was forced
to lie down, and he subjected to the operation. It eer-
tainly had a soothing efl"ect; but the great man’s
influence was more satisfaetoi-ily exerted in procuring
some limes which my parched lips were longing for.
I always like making my own sherbet, as in squeezing
the juice out of the fruit it is apt to run ever the
hand, and trickle down the fingers into the glass or
vessel used as a receptacle. But my new friends would
not allow it, they would make the sherbet for me; so
Iresigned myself to circumstances, and lay still on the

¢ .

,_l_.¢



CURIOSITY or NATIVES. 177
charpoy, surrouncled by these uncouth, yet kind
mortals, For the crowd increased every moment, and
the Jlite of Mairta lmstened to see the white man Who
had appeared so unexpectedly ; as if he had dropped
from the clouds, and only alighted l1alf~\vay after all,
on the summit of the highest building in the place.
They assured me, which was scarcely possible, that I
was the only European who had ever visited their
city within the memory of the oldest inhabitant. The
political agent had passed through once, but he was
not visihle--they were not permitted to enter his
presence, squat on their hams, and have a good look at
him as they could at me. VVhile the barber sham-
poocd Inc, one held the lota or brass cup, one squeezed
the limes, another held limes ready for squeezing‘,
another took charge of the sugar, and another of the
\v:1ter; between them all I managed to get a good
clrau1_;-ht of refi'esl1ing‘, though not over-pure sherbet.

Natives are very inquisitive, and the questions I
had to a.ns\ve1' were innumerable. At last, as soon as
I could decently make such a request, I begged to be
left alone to take some rest, and my friends departed,
the kot-wal promising to have some rice and a. kid
curry cooked for me and sent up in the evening ; when
he assured me the hakim would come and see me, and
sundry other of his brethren. '

I manageil to enjoy that greatest of blessings occa-
sionally, solitude, till the afternoon, when, after bathing,
I had another visit from my friends, and by and by
the hzikim arrived, and brought his own carpet, which
was spread beside my eharpoy, where he sat, and com-
menced talkiug, while I ate as much of the curry and
rice as I could, which was not much, For I had. little appe.
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178 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
tite. They were anxious, however, to see the stranger
eat, and had timed the meal to suit their afternoon
visit ; so I ate my dinner in public, like the Kings of
France in olden days.

At last night came to my relief, and my imperm-
nate friends departed. How I enjoyed the compara-
tive coolness of the night air, and the delightful quiet
and repose after the heat and bustle 01' the day ! In
the elevated position I had ehosen, I seemed actually
raised for the time above the trouble and turmoil of
the world ; one by one the groups of people below
loitered away to their homes, or lay down to rest in
a remote corner of the building, For it was the public
resort for travellers. The noisy crowd of worshippers
that had thronged the court-yard oi‘ a Hindu temple
below me, singing", and playing on drums, by degrees
dropped oil, and all relapsed into silence. The stars
came out one hy one, and, under the soothing infin-
enoe of the calm night air, I lay and gazed at them.
I thought of home, and recalled the incidents of
the past fortnight, till one idea niinglod With another,
my perception of external things grew more and more
indistinct, and I fell asleep.

"We were QB" by moonlight next morning, an hour
or so before daybreak, and, after a tedious journey of
about forty miles, reached Peepar, another walled town
about the same size as Mairta, but belonging to a.
Thakoor who was away. My reception here was eon-
sequently more doubtful than yesterday’s. I had Fallen
out with Achal Sing, too, on the road; he wanted
to stop at a village we passed about sunrise, which
would have been making only half a stage, and in-
volved my spending another day in the desert wilds
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of 1\[:n'war. And though he yielded. to my in1portu-
nity and orders to proceed, he did so unwillingly, and
we lost a. good (lenl of time by the discussion. It was
consequently very late before we reached Peepar ; and
that 1 was not struck down by COIQJ Je suleil was
indeed extraordinary. No words can describe the in-
tensity of the rnid~d:1y July sun in ii desert, Where
there is scarce zi patch ol' green or :1. tree to relieve the
eye from the painful glare and rel'r:\etion of heat
from the White, glittering soil. I believe I ha-lf lost
my senses, for I abused poor Achal Sing most un-
mereifully, which, considering how completely I was
in his power, and how niueh my comfort depended on
keeping him in a good humour, was, to say the least,
unwise; he said little, but jogged on patiently, and
told me afterwm"ds that the sun had afliected my head
on the road, and I did not know what I was saying.

At Peepnr, after some little delay, we dismounted
in a, yard surrounded by a brick wnll, :1 kind of half
fort, half semi. There were numbers of horses pieketcd
in a long shed or stable on one side, on the other side
was a long, double-storied building, the only human
habitation in the place, in the lower story of which I
could see it number of Rnjpoots loitering a-ndlounging
about, something in the smne way that ostlei-s and
boys do in the yard of at large village inn, on a, sun-
sbiny day, in England. Though the Thehoor was
absent, I was informed by Aehal Sing that the build-
ing I have mentioned was nevertheless tennnted by
Thakoors ; and when I asked who the men were that
I sew standing about, he told me they also were Tha-
koors. I had certainly come into the country
of Thakoors, so I went up to introduce myself. “dint
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180 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
became of Aehal Sing I don’ t know; he always dis-
appeared somewhere on these occasions. On arriving
at the place, which seemed half stables half a barraek,
I was invited up-stairs, and on entering the upper
story found myself in n long, i~ectmig11l:xr apartment,
open on two sides, and closed on the other two. There
were about half-a-dozen men or more in the room, in
all stages of undress, some ‘lying, some sitting on
charpoys, and some asleep. I understood them to be
retainers, and probably relatives of the absent Tha-
koors of the place. They received me courteously,
but not very respectfully, and no wonder ; my appear-
ance was not in my favour. They admired, however,
my sword and pistols very much, and seemed to have
a wholesome dread of the latter, being zifraid they
would go oil' in their hands while they were examining
them. My head was aching dreadfully from the
eileets of the sun, and I would have given the world
to have been able to lie do\vn quietly in a. dark rooin
and get some sleep, but I soon saw that there was no
privacy to be get here. I should have to sit, eat,
drink, and probably sleep, too, in public, besides
running-' the gauntlet of innumerable questions from a
crowd of inquisitive visitors. It was intensely hot,
and the glare was most distressing, but there was no
help for it, so I lay down on a eharpoy which they gave
me, on the side ofthe building where there was the most
shade, or, to speak more correctly, the least sunshine,
and set to Work to make some sherbet with the limes I
had taken the precaution to bring from Mairta.

My hosts, meantime, gathered round me; those that
were asleep woke up and joined the group, which was
increased momentarily by a number of little boys,
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CONVERSATION ABOUT TI-IE MUTINY. 1S1
who came in to see the Feringhee stranger, and glntify
their curiosity. The conversation, after I had re-
plied to numerous questions as to my name, rank, des-
tination, &c. (natives do not look upon questions of
this kind in the same way that we do), turned upon
public matters, and I was astonished to find how well
informed these seini-barbarians, living as they were
in a halfernined town in a desert, and so far removed,
to all appearance, from any communication with our
provinces, seemed to be with the events that were
passing in the rest of India. I wondered that they
had ever heard even of the names of many of our
stations which had been destroyed by the mutineers,
and which they mentioned as having rebelled (phi1‘-
gaza) against British antllority. Agra, they told me,
had been swept from the face of the earth; not a.
brick remained standing on another. I expressed my
unfeigned astonishment at such 21 reinarkable event,
and asked how they knew it. They said they knew it,
and everybody knew it—it was a common report. I
burst out laughing, and told them they were very
much deceived 5 that all that had happened at Agra.
was that a few bung'alows had been plundered and
burnt, but as For the European population, they were
quite safe inside an impregnuble fort. They alluded
in conversation to the king, calling him ‘ Badshuh,’
which was the term employed in former days, during
the Mogul Empire, to designate the King or Emperor
of Delhi, to whoni all India more or less owed alle-
giance. It is a word signifying a, higher rank than
R-aja, Sultan, or any of the other significations of regal
power. The instant the word escaped their lips, I
looked up, and, in at tone of astonishment, said, ‘ Bad-
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18-3 TI-IE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
shah !—what Badshah ‘F’ ‘You know,’ they replied,
with a very expressive look. I said, ‘No, I don’t
know any Badshah.’ Still they would eondescend to
no explanation, so at last I added, ‘ Oh, I suppose
you mean the Delhi Badshah.’ They nodded assent.
‘ Pooh,’ I answered, ‘ if yon mean him, he is a miser-
ahle decrepit old man, just put on the throne by the
Sepoys, who want to make use of his name to justify
their mutiny and subsequent crimes.’ It is difllcult
to judge by physiognomy, especially when dealing-
with Asiaties, so I would not venture to atlirni that I
was credited ; but they certainly appeared to believe
me, at all events believed with more respect than
they had previously evinced. By and by the mutiny
came upon the lapis. I asked them if they knew
Why the Sepoys had thrown oil‘ their allegiance. ‘ Yes,
we know well enough, and so do you,’ they added, with
a knowing wink and a half grin. I said, ’ I suppose
you mean to say that you believe it was true that we
attempted to tamper with their religion?’ ‘ Yes, that
was it,’ they answered ; ‘ we all know that.’ ' It is
false,’ I said; ‘will you believe me it I swear ‘P’ and,
lifting up my hand towards, heaven, I took an oath by
the sacred name of God that it was all totally false.
‘ Now,’ I added, ‘ do you believe me?’ ‘Yes,’ they
said, ‘we do.’ I merely mention this conversation,
as it will go a little way towards showing the general
state oi’ feelings and opinions among the natives
regarding the rebellion ; and, travelling as I was
without state or ceremony, they treated me without
much respect, and spoke with infinitely less reserve
than they would have done had I seen them under
other circumstances.
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Before leaving the subject, I must mention another

CO1lVG1‘S21l.'iOl\ I had with a native. A little subse-
quently to this, when travelling in Siud, I was
riding one night in company with some sowars he-
longing to the Sind police, and more from want of
some topic of conversation to beguile the time than
anything else, began talking about the officer com-
mziniling their regiment, who I knew was universrilly
respected by his men, ‘Ah!’ an old fellow sziid,
‘he is it fine ofilccr; \VO1tll like him. 11¢,’ laying-
Qreat emphasis on the word, for the sake of nmking
an offensive distinction between their service fl-Dd
mine—i'or they all knew who I was-—‘ never would do
anything to interfere with /ifs men’s religion, and so
ruin (higér) the regiment.’ He implied in his tone,
which I cannot transmit to paper, as plainly as if
he lied said the very words, ‘ Vi/e (l0n’t do things
in your Bengal Fasliion in this part of the country.’
And he was not far wrong either.

The attitude assumed by Achzil Sing; on these 0cca-
sions was sufliciently amusing. He regarded me
something as Bnrnnin would have (lone hail I been
{L dwarf or :1. mermaid. VVithout any sympathy with
my wish for privacy or desire for repose, the more
I was surrounded with visitors, the better he was
pleased ; the notice I attracted seemed to him :1. source
of nnfeigned gmtifieation, exactly in the same ratio in
which it was (1l.SLlg'1'G(3flil)lC to me. I was his pet
dancing hear, and he was the sho\vma.n. So he
would bring his huge carcass into the room (for he
was an enormous man, with his hroml chest and
thick muscular limbs-a. regular Hercules), mid seat
himself on his hauuelles, with his back against the
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IS4 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

wall, rest his chin upon his knees, and regard with
a smile of satisfaction the crowds of siglitseers by
whom I was surrounded, and the evident excitement
my arrival among them had caused. At the same
time he seemed to think it incumbent upon him to
watch over me as if I had been a child entrusted to
his care, and tried to impress on his fello\v-country-
men the importance of the responsibility imposed upon
him in the protection of my person.

During the course of the day I had a visit from a
1\/Iahometan hone-setter, among many others. By
that time I had got on very good terms with the
Rajpoot retainers; Achal Singfs solemn asseverations
that I belonged to a higher class than my external
appearance would denote had had some eflect, and
either from that or from some other causes they began
to treat me with more respect than they had evinced
at first. I saw at once that the 1\I3.l10I'l1CtflD bone-
setter was no fiwourite, and that it was rather a bold
stroke that he had made in venturing there to see me.
I received him as aflably as I could, hut his manners
were oflensive, and his language disrespectful, so I
determined to be even with him, and watched my
opportunity. Ho told me, among other thing-s, that
twenty-five years ago a party of three European gen-
tlemen were travelling th1'ong;h Marwar, and one of
them had met with an accident near Peepar, and
broken his leg. The party had no surgeon with them,
and my iI1il)1‘m£1l\i3 was called in ; he set the broken
limb, and nursed the unfortunate traveller for six
months, for his companions had gone on, and left him
behind. He was well rewarded for his services, and
mentioned all the particulars of the event. On subse-
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quent inquiry I found that his statement was perfectly
t1‘lJ.91 that a. party of English travellers, whose names
I forget, hud passed along‘ that route about the time
mentioned, and one of them had met with an accident,
and had been detaiiiecl.

He continued to press me with questions and
seemed inclined to make rt butt of me. The rest of the
company tool: no part in the conversation, hut sat
and listened, till the bone-setter, who thought himself
a hit of 21 wag", tried to exercise his art at my expense,
but I turned the tables against him, and rinsed 2|.
shout of laughter from all the rest ol’ the audience at
his expense, and he very soon left oli‘ teasing me.

I had urged on Aohal Sing" the necessity of getting
another camel here, the beast which had brought us
thus Far being Worn out, end so tired that We had no
help for it but to make the remainder of the distance
in two days instead of one. This was at great disap-
pointment, as my conductor told me the last thing at
night he had been unsuccessful in trying to get a.
fresh camel. In the middle of the night he came and
awoke me—-a most unusual proceeding, as it was gene-
rally zi ditfieult matter to stir him up, and I had never
started without a. good deal of trouble on this head.
When he called me, thinking we had only half a. stage
to go, or about twenty miles, I told him I would not
get up then; as we were going so short at distance, we
would start at :1 later hour. VVhen I descended, how-
ever, at the usual time to the court-yard, I found two
camels ready eapnrisoned. The second he had got
during the night, and intending to give me an agree-
able surprise, had not acquainted me with the pleasing
intelligence. I would gladly have started two hours
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186 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

before ; however, we set out, and about nine 0’clocl§
came in sight of Jodhpore. The first glimpse the tra-
veller gets of it from a. long distance it prcseutsa most
picturesque fl1)1)0il.l‘;1\lC(‘,lJ(H1l!LllDg' as it does the horizon,
:1n(lseemiu;-, in coinpurison with the wide expanse of
pe1'fecllylevcl grouml all round it, much more elevated,
and :1 much more iuiposiiig place tliau ii; rea.lly is.

Il12l(l clmngecl camels, zmcl llilll anotlier driver, :1.
young mam, one of the ’l‘hzikoors, as he called himself‘;
he hzicl :1 small black eye, and a merry expression in his
face, and us we drew uciir the end of our journey, the
distzmee diininisliing every step as we jogged across
the pluin, our spirits rose; and my new companion
soon evinced symptoms of GXiJl‘fl.0\'LlllU\l‘_Y hilarity.
‘How long is it since you have seen your nicelisahih?’
he asked. I told him. ‘And does she expect you ?’
he said. I replied that she did, tliougli without
lzuoiving the exact hour of my zrrriviil. ‘ And wont
she he glad to soc you?’ he continued. ‘I hope so.’
‘Ah, wont she he glad to sec you l’ he exclaimed;
‘ Hi! Heel’ 2iccompa.nying eucli exclamation by
waving his stick wilah :,l.i]1‘i\11l'l[)lI$l111.1Z1i1‘1‘0\11l(1 his head,
and bringing it clown on the came1’s side, to the tune
of ‘ Hi, Hoe.’ The stubborn beast czmgl1t the enthu-
siasm of ifs rider, and no wonder, seeing the practical.
manner in which it was evinced, and stepped out at :1
good fast trot, my guide continuing his flourishes of
the slzielc and Cj£l,Cl.1lfltiOl\S as we sped over the sandy
plain under the burning sun. .A.(Jl1Jll Sing actually
awoke froizu his customary lehlmrgic state-—tlie result of
perpetiuilly renewed doses of opium-—-zmd trotted along
by our side with 2. grin on his hroacl countenance at
the antics of his more volzitile brother Rajpoot.
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CHAPTER XI.

RESIDENCE AT JClDlIPOBE—'POSTA.L LINES'—'VIHIT TO TUE
KING-—C()UR’1‘ ]'J1‘IQUETT!E—-'AT’l‘EMPT AT MUTINY THE
SECOND AT NUSSEERABAD-—Jf,MEC’TE IN THE AJMERE GAOL.

:[T is possible that this unpretcnding narrative may
fall into the hands of some who have experienced

great vicissitudes of fortune during their lifetiiiie.
There may be some who have been reduced suddenly
from a state of comfort and afiluence, as regards the
good things of this life, to one of utter, or almost
utter destitution. During the period which has been
embraced in these pages there were thousands in this
country who underwent a similar trial. The mutiny
and rebellion burst upon us like a sudden storm. “lo
had all sails sct, and were going along merrily before
the wind, unliceding the threatening aspect of the
horizon, and the clouds that were gathering around
us. \Va1'nings We had, or might have had, for it is
easy to be wise after the event ; we paid no regard to
them till the storm was upon us, and it was too late
to shorten sail. ‘With a thunderclap that resonmled
throughout India, and made many a face grow pale,
it burst over our heads. The sea arose, and, amid
the War of contending elements, our hark heeled ovcr
on its side, the timbers strained, the masts bent before
the gale, the canvas was rent, and the rigging tossed
wildly about at the mercy of the storm. There was
no firm hand at the helm, and had there been, the
violence of the tempest would have almost prevented

' \

q

t

J

a

4
9.

_ J

i 4
'l

\

J

-qéi‘:,;;*,!-,1-,g;~=/.<-,3,‘-<,;

,:~
WI

i

2

I /H

h

Ci



I

188 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
its agency from being felt. How families were driven
houseless into the jungles, how luclies brought up in
all the delicacy and refinement of l'l’ll'J(lGl‘ll civilization
were suddenly {breed to Work with their own hands,
prepare food for themselves mnl lhmilies, sleep on
boards or stone floors, or wnn<ler through thorny
jungles, exposed to the rays of n tropical sun, carrying
or drzigg-ing their children with them, their bare
tender feet cut, and bleeding from sharp stones and
briers, has been recorded over and over again by zibler
pens than mine.

From lmrrlships such as these we had been iner-
cifully preservecl, but no one, unless he has gone
through an ordeal of the kind even far less terrible,
can possibly realize the feelings with which one
returns to the comforts and habits of life which pre-
vious custom had rendered a. second nature. For
nearly two months we had been living, as fur as
external conveniences oflife go, in zi. most wretched
way. True, we had enough to eat and Jrinlr, and a.
roof to cover ns, encl thunlcfiil we were for them.
But we WO1‘Gll1.1LlCll6(l together, all of us, in one house ;
the heat was very great, um]. we hml none of the
appliances for cooling the air to which we were
accustomed. \Ve fortunately possessed .1 table and a.
few broken chairs, which, supported by bits of wood
to act as legs, served, with the aid of empty boxes, to
ueeomnxoclate our party. The instant the viancls
were placed on the table they becmne black with
flies, and it was almost impossible to avoid eon-
surning a. good many of these troublesome creatures
with our food. Our \va1'<lrobe was reduced to the
narrowest extent possible. A few tailors, and some
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course cloth were with difliculty procured in the
bazaar, and some of us had nizmnged to get clothing
made up. The English residents in the neighbour»-
hood, or in places where the outbreak had not effected zi
total destruction of property, kindly collected as many
things as they could for the ladies and gentlemen,
and sent them to be distributed. It was not a time to
be particular about the fit of a. cont or a pair of
trousers, and some of us presented rather :1 curious ap-
pearzmce. The ladies had had a distribution of this kind
when at Beeawr, and it was, so we heard, a curious ex~
hibition. There was zi large heap ofmiseelleneous gur-
inents of the genera described in outfitters’ advertise-
ments as ladies’ under-clothing, deposited in a room.
Dr. -—— made lots, and the ladies drew, and each
made her selection according to her turn. One lady,
n Radical in her way, refused to submit to the arbitra-
tion of fortune, and seizing a quantity of what appeared
to be the best assortment, fairly made off with them,
amid the confusion of the unfortunate bystanders.
Pmzclz would have made 2|. good picture of the scene,
but the best of it was that Dr. ———- was obliged after
all to come down upon the group like a ‘Deus ex
machinfi,’ and settle the dispute, he being of the
other sex, and therefore an impartial judge.

On reaching Jodhpore, after the Wandering, beg-
gar-like, hand-to-mouth way in which I had
been roughing it, I found myself, something; like
the victim of m:\gieian's wiles in the /lmbian
l\"iy/its, suddenly transformed into :1. gentleman
again, and surrounded as if by the touch of a fairy’s
wand with all the pleasing eoncoinitants of civilized
life. Our kind hosts, Captain and Mrs. Monck
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190 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

Mason, had given not only a house, but :1, comfort-
able home to the ladies and children who found
refuge under their liospitzihle roof, and extencle(l the
some kindness to every wretched husband \vho found
his wiry across the desert to the oasis of cornfort, quiet,
and luxury-the Political Ageney—~on It visit to his
family. To find oneself decently dressed, in n com-
fortehle drziwiiig-room, and in ladies‘ society again, in :1,
spot so secluded, and as it seemed so liar removed from
the troubles and turmoils, and noise and discomfort of n
lialf-t'urnished harraelz, in a place exposed to attacks
from rebels and \vnnnlering hordes of rnntineers, was
like coming into a new world. It was a- happy
family eirele, and to hear the merry laugh, and music
and singing, and the elinttering of children’s tongues,
you would have supposed-as was indeed at the
time the case—thz1tat last you had renelied o spot
where mutiny and rebellion haul not intcrferecl with
the easy flow of domestie life. And for some time it
really seemed as if we were (lest-ined to he 2|, lm-ppy
exception to the general rule that had involved so
great :2. portion of India. But a cloud was gathering
over our heads, though we saw it not, and before
very long, in our smell circle, the voice of mirth was to
he turned to mourning, and the merry laugh to tears.

In consequence of the disturbed state of the
country great difficulty was experienced in securing
the safe transit of the mails ; indeed, it was often im-
possible, though the aceidents and delays which
occurred in this department of the puhlie service were
much fewer than might have been expected. By
degrees, however, one road after another become
stopped. The road between Calcutta and the

i
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Punjanh was interrupted by thestnte of the districts
about Mirzapore, Mynporrec, Bleerut, and Delhi.
The mail road between the Pnnjnuh and Bombay
ran through Agra, Indore, and Mhow; this, too,
after at time, became unsafe, in consequence of the
bands of rebels hovering about the country between
Mhow and Agra. Another line of road from
Ajmere and Nusseerriluul to Bombay took the
direction of Pnllee, Erinpoora, nndDees:1; from
thence :1 branch led up to 1\Iount Ahoo. Communi-
cation was kept up between Ajniere and Agra pretty
regularly, as the road lay through the states of incle-
penclent chiefs in alliance with the British Govern-
ment; and as this was the most direct and the
nearest route by which communication could be
kept up with Knrraeliee—-st place that was duily
growing in importance, in consequence of its heing :2.
harbour and at landing place for European troops, and
the seat of Government of the North-VVest Pro-
vinees—-Mr. Frere, the Coinniissioner of Sind, con-
ceived. the idea. of establishing u. post line across the
desert, between Hyderabad in Sincl and Jodhporc,
from whence communication was easily extended to
Ajmere, and so on to Agra. LIL Frei-e’s views nncl
instructions were ably carried out by an ofiiccr
named Lieutenant Tyrwhitt, who held the office of
Deputy Collector of Meerpore. This appointment
placed him in charge of the Whole desert hetween
Hyderabad and the frontier of Mnrwar, though Meer-
pore, where his liead-quarters were, was only about
two or three marches from Hyderabad. During the
summer months the heat in the desert is such as to
render travelling not only inconvenient but dangerous,
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192 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

but Lieutenant Tyrwhitt was not to be daunted, and
he set out in the burning month of May, and rode
up attended by a Few followers all the way to Jodh-
pore. Resting at certain distances, and calling around
him the chicts of the surrounding tribes, he struck a
bargain with thein, by which they engaged them-
selves to keep three camels at each station, about ten
miles npart, for the conveyance of the mails. A eon-
siderable expense was incurred by this means, but
Mr. Frere was one of those men who do not shrink
from responsibility, and who recognise the impor-
tance of individual energy and the necessity of de-
parting from the routine of established regulation in
times of great cn1e1'g'e11cy, Sir J. Lawrence was
another, and it was to men of their stamp that \ve
may say, humanly speaking, we owe the retention
of our Indian Empire. Captain Mason, the political
agent at -Todliporc, eagerly co-operated with Mr.
Frere, and his active subordinate, Lieutenant
Tyrwhitt, and the plan was extended beyond the
limit originally designed, by a line of camel dfiks, as
they are called, being established between Jodhpore
and Bhawnlpore on the Sntledge, by which means
corninunication was easily kept up with the Punjab,
andaline of road open that was not likely to be
afieeted by the inovcments of the rebels, who would
hardly penetrate so far into the desert. Another
mounted post was established between Jodlipore and
Ajmere. The former place thus suddenly became
the centre of communication between some of the
most important parts of our Eastern Empire.
deputy superintendent of the line, Mr. C. Hewitt,
who is now dead, took up his residence near the
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Agency, and made it his lieacl-quarters, from whence
he set out on a periodical inspection of the line, and
was ready to go to any point where the presence of a
supervising ofiieer was requisite. These lines were
begun in the latter end of May, but the several
branches were not completed till the end of June or
beginning of July, and it was some little time before
the various streams of communication, so often
thwarted in their progress, began to find out there
was an open channel for them, and turned their course
accordingly. Now, however, the influx of work upon
the poor little post-oifice establishment at Jodhpore,
presided over hy a. native writer on it salary of
t\venty~five rupees :1. month, was so great as ut1:erly
to bewilder the methodical old gentleman, who had
never heFore had anything more to do than start ofi‘
a bag of letters once or twice at day by the regular
runners, and receive and Llis’t1‘ibute a few English
letters to the political agent, his llnnily, and the Few
European residents attached to the agency, and the
Mol1nr:1ja’s court, and a small quantity of native cor-
respondence in the city. The Jodhpore lines, as they
may be called, as they all centred there, were enor-
mously expensive. Three camels were maintained at
each post, two for Work, and one spare one in case of
accident, and for expresses, and for each the sum paid
by contract was sixteen rupees per rnensem ; but the
money was usefully spent. It was of the last impor-
tzmce to keep up communication, and \vha.tever roads
throughout North and Central India. were stopped,
the Joclhpore lines were always open and in working
order. But supervision was required, and as there
was no immediate prospect of the unattached Bengal
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194 THE MUTINIES IN IIAJl‘00'1‘AN.-’\.
oflicers going to Agra, and I was therefore unem-
ployed in any capacity, Captain Moncl: Mason
easily procured the sanction of the Governor-Genernl’s
agent to my being placed in charge of the Iodhpore
post-oilice. I gladly accepted the task, and was soon
deep in the postal department’s rules and regulations.
At times as many as eight mails arrived during the
day, not small letter-bags such as are usually seen
on the backs of runners in India, but reg-nlar camel-
loads, and often as many as two camels were required
at once to bring on the hugs, or rather sacks of
letters. The packets were deposited in a part ot the
verandah of the agency that was enclosed to serve for
a post-olficc, distributed and started olI' again on their
route, either to Sind across the desert, or to Ajmere,
Nusseerabad, and Agra, or to Ilhawulpore and the
Punjaub, or to Bombay vial Pallee and Erinpoora.

At one time letters and despntehes lroni Calcutta
to Meerut had to he sent across the country to Bom-
bay, thence to Jodhpore, thence to Lahore viii Bhawul-
pore, and from Lahore down to Mecrut, and for a
very long time the only communication with the army
before Delhi was by this roundabout route.

The work kept me well employed all day, from six
o’cloek in the morning till late at night, though of
course with intervals of rest ; and very often during
the night expresses would arrive, and have to he tor-
wardcd immediately ; but it had at any rate the
charm of novelty to recommend it, and there was a
satisfaction in Feeling that one was doing something,
in however humble a way, to keep the rickety old
wheel of‘ the State machine going. .

Shortly after my arrival at Jodhpore I accompanied
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the political agent on a visit to the king. The 1-ajn.
was at the time residing in one of his country-houses
or seats, a few miles from the capital. Vile dismounted
froni the elephants in the neighhourliood of the royal
demesnc, as the \\'a.lls of the palace were so low in com-
parison to the surrounding hilly ground (for it was
built in a kind o[' nook er crevice in the hill), that any
one mounted on the hzick of an elephant could sec over
the wall, and no profiine eye might thrust itself into
the sanctum sanctornrn of the royal zenzmn. A short
distance from the cntrzmce the ministers used to meet
the agent, and wall: before him as for as the door of
the p.1lzice,wliere the king received us, and after shaking
hands, conducted us-—le:uling Captain 1\Iason by the
hand-—t0 his sitting apartment, which was an open
room, tolcrnhly nicely carpeted, with n pillow or gaddu
(n round kind of holstercovercd with lmndsome velvet)
at one end. “lo left; our shoes at the door, the king’s
feet being slipperless as well as our own.

Asintics being so fond of ceremony, it has heen
deemed necessary to settle l>y tre:1-tywith the inde-
pendent chiefs of Rajpootzma, and of other parts of
India, too, I suppose, every minute particiilnr connected
with the ceremonies to he observed on the occasion of
visits paid by the political agent to the king 01'
On arriving at the capitol it is customary for the
agent to wait on the king, and the king is called upon
to pay one return visit to the agent at the agency,
after which he is represented by his ministers. A
special clause in the t1'entyl)etween the British Govern-
ment ancl these proud descendants of the ancient royal
houses 0F Rajpootzma provides that the agent shall take
off his shoes at a certain distance from the seat, and of
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196 THE MUTINIES IN RAJFOOTANA.
course he always does so, \vcaring, lioivevor, his hat,
and the hing must come EL certain distance to receive
him, dropping his shoes as he steps on the carpet at
the sznne spot as the agent. I Frequently visited the
Mnlmrujzi with the political agent, and as these visits
were ell very like one another, it description ct the
forms observed at one will answer for all the rest.
After we had seated ourselves cross-legged on the
ground (I sny cross-legged, but the phrase is a generic
one, signifying that we snt on the ground and disposed
of our legs somewliere, I hardly knew how or where,
I geiiemlly sat on mine alternately), the king reclining
on his gaclcln, an emblem of sovereignty, and the
ministers standing in 11 respectful attitude a few paces
in front, some commonplace observations were ex-
cliang-ed, the hing inquiring politely after the health of
the agent and of his friend, and the agent expressing
equal solicitude uhont that of his majesty, the ministers
also sharing in the anxiety, and appearing quite relieved
in their minrls when they found that all were in the
enjoyment of good health ; :r remark or two on the
weather was then liazarded perhaps by the agent, por-
haps by the king, in the answer to which the ministers
again cordially coincided, in accordance with the pre-
cepts given by Persian laws of etiquette :-

‘ If at noon the king asserts that it is midnight, you
are to say Behold the moon and the stars.’

These little matters having been znnicably settled
to the satisfaction of all parties, n momentary silence
ensued (during which I generally found it necessary
to change my leg, the one I doubled up underneath me
being so cramped as to he no longer available for a
seat without suhjectingmyself to excruciating tortures) ,

_ ___ |
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and the ministers, after casting it glance at each other,
made a, deep salaam to the rajn, and retired to another
part of the room, where they remained just within call
till the audience was over.

The king and the agent then conversed on weighty
nfihirs of the state, or \vhatever the pm'ticnl:1.r object
of the visit might he, till it was time to retire, when
the king, instead of clapping his hands to summon his
slaves, as royal persona.ges ought according to the
Arabian 1Vz'y7zts, used to cull the ohsoqnious ministers
in a. much more matter of Fact way, by ejneiilating
‘ Qui hy,’ ‘Is anybody there?’ (the phrase always used
in India-, at least in the Bengal Presidency, when you
Want to summon a. servsmt, as it is not the fashion to
use hells). A number of attendants then appeared
upon the scene, among them the ministers, who took
up their t'0rmer position. Seine servants then came
fO1‘\VI2.1'd, one carrying :1 number of gznlands and neck-
laces made of the flowers of jessm-nine, fastened artis-
tically together, and another with :1. small silvcrsalver,
on which stood two little vessels of silver, shaped like
egg-cups, in each of which there was seine kind of
scent or perlhme. The salver was held out to the king,
who moistened the forefinger of each hand in one of
the little cups, and gently rubbed the shoulders of the
agent, who put himself in a convenient posture for the
reception of the honour, and then did the some to the
king. This ceremony was new to me, and I did not
nmlerstand- it when first it was enacted in my presence,
as I had never seen it at any court of mi Asiatic prince
before, and I fear I wrigglerl myself into position
rather a\vl<Wa1'dly, my cimnperl limbs retnsing to act
in so unusual a inzmner; but as soon as it became, .
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195 Tl-IE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

apparent that I had merely to follow suit, I managed
to bedziub his Hig-hnoss’s shoulders politely enough.
After this, the king threw the jcssnmine garlzuids
round our necks, and the political agent having done
the some to him, \ve arose and \V-'.Lll{€tl, accompanied by
the rujn, to the place where our shoes were deposited,
and having resumed these useful appendages, we stalked
in procession behind the ministers, \vho placed them-
selves iu the van, between rows of courtiers —-for 2|. large
crowd of these hangers-on thronged the precincts of
the palace-—ad0rned with thegarlunds rouudour necks,
li.ke bulls being led to sacrifice, as I have seen those
animiils depicted in ancient illustrations of Virgil’s
Works, and the writings of other classic authors.

Yvhile great and stirring events were taking place
in other ports of India, our days at Jodhpore passed
quietly away ; it was a period, however, full of
anxiety, for, as the agency had become the refuge and
asylum for so many families, the consequence of any
untoward political event would be the more deplor-
able. The king was stench in his alliance; he had
no regular army anywhere neur the capital ; the
troops he had were engaged mostly in British terri-
tory, and what with want of discipline, and wretched
equipment, were pretty well powerless lior good or evil
alike. The greatest cause for disqnietude was, how-
ever, i11 the proximity of the Jodhpore legion, a por-
tion of which was at Nusseerabad, und the remainder
and head-quarters at n place called Erinpooru, about
eighty miles from Jodhpore. Before describing the
events which took place there, it will be necessary to
allude briefly to an occurrence at Nusseerabad that
proves the temper end feeling of the Bombay troops,
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which hntl now succeeded those of the sister Presi-
dency in the garrison of the place. There had been
no leek of reports and rumours respecting the
fidelity of the 1st and 2n(1 Bombay Cavalry. The
whole of the former aml :1 portion of the latter were
now quartercrl at Nusseembad. No doubt attempts
had been l1l€1ll0 to tamper with the men, and seduce
from their allegiance not only these, but many
other regiments in the Bombay army. That
these attempts met with so little success is only
another proof among the many that might be nel-
[ll1CBLl of the superiority of the system that prevailed
in Bombay over that of Bengal; the train was laid,
the match applied, but the material was not com-
bustible as it was in the Bengal regiments. About
eleven, some say fourteen, of the troopers of the 1st
Bombay Lancers had gone 0H’ with the mutiueers to
Delhi ; and it was hoped that the regiment lied thcn
been \vee<le<l of all its v_lisa(l'ectc<l cliarncters, and that,
in fact, there were no more in the ranks who \v:mted
to mutiny or sympzithizezl with the enusc of the King‘
of Delhi. The trial was made, however. One day in
the month of August a commotion was caused by at
trooper galloping clown the Front of the lines occupied
by the 1st Lancers, calling out hastily on the men to
rise. Now this was :1. very common strntegem among‘
the mutineers. During the revolt there were several
instances in ivhieh a single imlivitluul had been able
by conduct like this to create the utmost confusion in
a regiment, to cause the men to arm themselves, and
assemble in :1 clisorclerly manner on parade, and then,
by the efforts of the designinrr characters among them, K‘
the confusion was kept £'r@ii1 being allayecl. Their x "i
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200 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

otficers were first <lisohc-yed, then insulted, and if the
plot succeeded so far that they were fired upon, and
some of them killed, the thing was done, the regi-
ment was compromised; there was nothing left but
to complete the ruin of their cliuraeter, plunder the
station, and march to Delhi. The attempt to Work
on this plan, which had so often been Found success-
ful, showed how deeply the design was laid; hut the
result proved that the eB"ort had been made without
correct calculation as to the support it was destined to
meet with, or the number of men that were prepared
to rise. Instead of turning out, rusliing For their
horses and arms, and ussenihliug tumultuously on
parade, us hud heen the c-use iu other instances, the men
seem, for the most part, to have remained quietly
in their lines. The fanatic, however, was pursued,
and finding that he met with no encoumgemeut in
the czwalry, he rode down to the infimtry, an wing
of the Mth N.I., and did the same there. The men
passively symputhized with him; at any rate, they
did not seize him, as they ought to have done, and
refused when called upon to give him up. The Briga-
dierlmd by this time come upon parade, the guns
were called out, and the fiiuatic, finding his attempt
had fiiiled, fired at the Brigadier with his pistol or
carbine; he was shot by an :1rtille1'y ofiiccr, and died
subsequently in hospital. The wliolv, or zi portion
of the detucllment of the 12th N.I. were dis-
nrmed for their conduct in refusing‘ to give up
the culprit, and some four or five of the ringleuders
afterivarzls lmuged. The result, however, proved that
this portion of the Bombay army, at any rate, was
not disposed to mutiny, though no doubt most of the
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P001-heeah Sepoys would have been glad to do so had
they dared, and to join their fellow-countrymen now
in arms against the British Government. That this
affair at Nusseerahad was not an isolated act, com-
mitted by an individual on the chance of success, is
probable from the fact that tl1e same afternoon an
évzeuie in the gaol of Ajrnere tool: place. It appears
that on the nmrning in question a gap had heen
found in the wall which surrounded the gaol com-
pound. The prisoners under sentence were confined
in an inner enclosure, access to which was gained
through two wicket gates, they first lending into an
inner court, and the second opening from that again
into the place of confinement. About four in the
afternoon a number of prisoners appeared at the
wicket, and begged to he allowed the usual indulgence
of proceeding to a short distance from their place of
eonfineinent. No sooner was the wicket opened than
a rush was made by the whole l;\ody,the policeman on
duty cut down, and his sword snatched from him;
the guard at the outer wicket was overpowered in a
similar manner, and the prisoners were free, for
nothing now prevented them from getting out but
the external wall, which had a large gap in it. So
they armed themselves \vith axes, or tools, or anything
in the shape of an olfensive weapon they could find,
and started off, Followed by as many of the other
prisoners as felt any desire for freedom. The alarm,
however, was given-—an<1 in those days people were
always in a tolerable state of preparation-every one,
European and natives, kept his sword and pistol hy
him. The mounted police lost no time in getting
ready, and started in pursuit. The Brigadier-General,
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202 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
‘whose quarters on the lake were about three-quzuters
of :1 mile Froui the gaol, mounted, and, accompanied by
his stall", joined in the pursuit. The police, however,
had stzirted before the General got down there, and,
utter going about half :1 mile, he met them returning,
having killed Ztlld wounded some sixteen or eighteen,
of whom some survived; about tweuty<five were re~
captured and brought buck, mid about :1 similar
number niznlaged to elfect their escape altogether.
The city people remained quiet the whole time, and
there was no attempt ivliutever at ewoperating with
the prisoners. It is scarcely likely that this event,
and the attempt to incite the native troops at Nils-
SE3(:1'£tl)5t(l,l)Otl1 of which occurred on the same day, and
almost at the same hour, were not the result of seine
preconeerted plan, If they were not, the coincidence
is remarkable.

It was about this time, though I uni unable to
recollect the exact date, that an event ocuurred which
was ezileulzited to excite the native mind, ever prone
to be attested by superstitious influences. Wle were
visited by one of the most tremendous storms it has
ever been my lotto witness. It came on at niglat;
the thunder peeled incessantly, the wind howled, and
the rain Fell in perfect torrents. Captain Mason was
sleeping, as was his custom, in the vemnduh, which,
as I have before said, was at :1 great elevation from
the ground. An apartment, zt large vaulted room,
paved with stone, was on the ground floor, raised u
few feet above the garden. Suddenly, when the rage
of the elements seemed at its highest, an explosion
took place, the effect of which no words can describe.
It seemed as if the earth and sky had split asunder,
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EXPLOSIOX. 20 3
the whole house shook, and everything in the room,
the house above us, and ourselves, too, seemed For :1
moment to be involved in destruction. I leapt out
of bed and half across the room by the same effort,
involuntarily, but had scarcely touched the ground
with my feet, when another explosion, if possible
more tremendous than the last, again shook the earth.
I went to the door and looked out into the pitchy
darkness. The rain was pouring down with increased
violence, but nothing was to be seen. At the other
side of the room, outside another door, several natives
were sitting, who had been disturbed by the storm.
I went and asked them \vh-at had happened, but they
were as ignorant as myself. One of them said the
house had been struck by lightning, which I was
beginning to think must have been the case. At
first we fancied the npper pa-rt of the agency had been
thrown down, and that we could hear the frag-ments of
the verandah above, and the upper story falling, but on
listening attentively nothing was to be distinguished
but the ceaseless dash of the rain, and the splashing
of the torrents of water from the drains above. It
was not till next morning that we learnt What had
taken place. At about the most elevated pa-rt of the
fort there was a I-Iindoo temple, a place of great
sanctity; it Was built on the wall, and its spire shot
up towards the sky»-a tempting bait for lightning.
This it seemed had been struck, and the building
shattered, but the destructive element did not stop
here. It ran down the wall, and exploded an immense
subterranean store magazine of powder, of which
there were one or two in the fort. The whole thing of
course blew up in a. second with a. tremendous report:

 .__A.,
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the wall was thrown down, large pieces of rock on
which it was built, of immense size, being hurled
through the air to zi distance of two miles: houses
were crushed, and blown up too, for the neighbour-
hood of the fort wall was pretty thickly populated,
a great nnmher of houses lieving heen built resting
on it. No one knew, till morning light revealed the
awful consequence of the catastrophe, how much
injury had been done, nor even then was the full
extent laid hare. It was several days before they
could give anything like an approximate guess at
the number of lives lost. The most exaggerated
statements, as usual, were circulated, but by degrees
thousands diininislied to liilmlrods, and at length it
was found that not inuch more than two hundred
had been killed outright. The nnniher of maimed
and wounded was of course immense. The raje
gave away large sums of money for the roliefof widows
and orphans, and lll.iS21l)l0(l. men, and urged on the
work of clearance as energetically as possible. He
sent :1. message to the political agent in the morning
to say, that although Heaven had preserved his
kingdom from the calamities of rebellion that all
other surrounding kingdoms were suffering fronl, yet
it was not intended that he should escape altogether,
and this was the way that he received his shnrc of the
troubles that appeared to surround every one.

The disalfectocl of course took advantage of it to
prove their own assertion, that sooner or later the
anger of the gods would he visited on the head of
the impions sovereign who remained true to treaties
made with unbelievers. The mjzr, however, hiniselt
was not affected by these fancies, but immediately
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FIREBALL. 205
began inquiring into the theory of lightning con-
ductors, with a view to getting one erected for future
security. The phenomenon of the storm would have
been worthy of record by M. Arago. Captain Mason
distinctly saw, at the time of the explosion, a hall of
fire hound over the wall of the agency garden, where
it burst among the trees at the some moment as the
tremendous report was heard. There was no doubt
that the temple was first struck, and this was followed
almost instantaneously by the explosion of the
magazine. \Vhnt connexion the hall of fire had with
these phenomena it is impossible to say. The eFFect
of the shock on the atmosphere was so great es to
burst open the window of Mrs. M:\son’s room, and
throw some bottles that \vere standing on the sill to
the other side of the apartment, besides breaking the
window panes. The effect the accident had on the
minds of the natives I lmve described. For ourselves,
it made us feel how vain and futile were our attempts
to provide for our own safety by adopting this plan
or thnt, hy going‘ here or there to reside, lay calcu-
lating chances and weighing probabilities ; for the
passions of the human heart and the thunderbolt are
alike instruments in the hand of Him who ruleth
over the kingdom of men.
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CIIAPTER XII.

MOUNT A]300—ATTACK OF THE ]\IUTINEERS—OUT]lREAK AT
ERIl\'I’OORl\—LIEUTENAl\'T CONOLLY-—]:JS('AI’E—3IARCH OF
THE LIZGION——RIiBEL '1‘]1AKQOH—JUNC'l‘ION AMUNG THE
ENEMY.

FOR the particulars of the mutiny of the Jodhpore
Legion, as described in this chapter, I em

indehtecl to Captain Hall, the oilieer commanding,
and Lieutenant Conoliy, Adjutant oi“ the legion.

Mount Aboo, the Favourite summer residence of
the families of oflieers who are quartered in the
neighbourhood, was g:u'riso11ed at the time I am
speaking of by two parties of the infantry of the
legion, altogether about sixty strong. There were
in addition about thirty or thirty-five sick and con-
valescent men of H.M.’s 83rd Regiment, who lived in
the barracks and hospital; there were a. few oilieers
residing there, but the greater part of the coin-
munity were women and chilclren-—~the families of
ofiicers and soldiers whose duty called them to the
post of danger in the plains. Among others, the
family of Brigadier-General Lawrence were at Ahoo
at the time.

The first intimation we received that anything
serious had occurred, came from a letter written by
the raja’s vaheel at Erinpoora to the king;
almost simultaneously came a letter from Lieutenant
Conolly, reporting the mutiny of the legion at
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BAD nsws. 207
Erinpooin. The latter arrived one day when we were
all seated at dinner. It was put into Captain Monck
l\In.son’s hands; he glanced at its contents, and every
one saw by the expression of his face that he had
received had news: still it was necessary to keep up
uppc2u"unces,hotl1 for the sake of the ladies, and to
prevent the native attendants from getting exng--
gcrated notions of our position. ‘V0 went on with
the meul as usual, but it was scarcely over, when :1
message arrived from the king, saying that he wanted
an immediate interview with the political agent, to
conmninicate some news 0F importance. Captain
Munch l\I0.snn went to the king; in the evening, and
found hiin and the ministers in a. state of the deepest
dejeetion. \‘\'e had become fully aware of the real
facts of the mutiny from the perusal of Lieutenant
C0n0lly’s letter, hut were not prepared For the start-
ling announcement made hy the rnja, who persisted
in maintaining its credibility. The vakeel had
written to tell him that Mount Ahoo had been
attacked previously to the mutiny of the legion
(which we knew was the case, as Lieutenant Conolly
hnd mentioned the incident in his letter, but without
detailing the result), and that every soul had been
massacred. This was terrible news, and it was plainly
possible that it might he true; we knew that there
was no garrison at Ahoo, except a few sick men,
that there were scarcely any officers, and that the
ladies and children, living apart from one another as
they were, might have been overpowered and
slaughtered by even :1 small hand of resolute rnfians
with the greatest possible ease. It was zi terrible
blow, and theraja and his court were so much

Ain m

Ah:

l ‘ha:

' UB1

.1 Via‘.

H

'1!

um 3

.



203 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

affected by it, that they sat in silence, not uttering a
word for along time after Captain Monck Mason
had arrived and taken his seat. At length the
gloomy intelligence was communicated to him, and
he at once said he did not credit it. A zlespatch was
immediately sent off to General Lawrence at Ajmere,
who was plunged into the deepest anxiety at the
disastrous intelligence, nor was it till three clays
ntteiwvairds that his mind was relieved, by hearing
that his family was sate. The escape of the helpless
residents at Aboo was, however, a narrow one ; while
the attempt made by :1 large party of arinecl men on
:1 small body of invalids, and women and children,
was one of the most dnstmdly and cowardly episodes
of the whole mutiny, fertile as it was in acts of
treachery, deceit, ing-rzititude, cruelty, lust, and every
crime that the meanest and worst of the human race
alone could commit. There are some crimes that
have El. stamp of greatness in them, for the authors
or perpetrators of which we cannot help having :1
feeling akin to respect; there are others which excite
our contempt and disgust for their very meanness as
Well as guilt, and it is in crimes of this kind that the
Indian mutiny abounclecl.

The Jodhpore Legion consisted of artillery, cavalry,
and iul'antry. The artillery, two nine-pounders, was
drawn by camels, and manned from the in t'antry. The
cavalry consisted of three troops, each troop having a
rassaldar (native captain), u nuib rassalda.r (IL native
lieutenant), one lzote dufihdar (pay-sergeant), six
llutfadars, one stundarcl-l)e:1rer, one trumpeter, and
seventy-t\vo troopers. This branch of the legion was
one of the best mounted and best equipped bodies of
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irregular cavalry in onr service. The excellence of
their horses was a constant subject of comment
among officers altogether unconnected with the
regiment.

In the infantry, there were eight companies of
P001-beeahs. In each company there were eighty
Sepoys, a subadar, a jeniadar, and the usual propor-
tion of non-comnlissioned ollicers. Besides these,
there were three companies of Bheels, each consti-
tuted as above, but only numbering seventy men.
The Bheels, it should he observed, are a race inhabit-
ing that part of India, and had of course no sympathy
whatever with the Onde Scpoys, or Poorheeahs, in
the movements lately made. The Bheels are in a
semi-l)arba1'ous state, many of them without any
culture at all, and very much addicted, like all semi-
savoge races, to predatory and unsettled habits.

The usual proportion of men, viz., fifteen per troop
and company, were absent on furlough at the time of
the mutiny; some of these never joined, though a few
of the sewars gave themselves up to General Cortland
in the Hissar district. The Jodhpore Leg-ion belonged,
as I have hetero observed, to the same class of troops us
the Gwalior and Kotah contingents and other forces
of a similar kind located in many parts of Ilajpootnna
and Central and Southern India. Maintained by the
sovereigns o[' certain independent States, in accordance
with treaties made between them and the British
Government, they were oilicered from the British-
Inrlian army, equipped and drilled on the English
system. The object with which these forces were
established was, on the side of the British Government,
to secure itself and its subjects from annoyances
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210 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

arising out of political disorders in neiglibouring
territories, while the independent chiefs agreed to pay
the expenses of these establisliments ostensibly for the
sake of the additional security thus altorclccl to their
own power and thrones ; in renlity, because they could
not help themselves. The men were mostly recruited
from the same part of the country as that which the
Bengal Sepoys of the regular native army came from,
and the battalions thus employed, though under various
designations, were, in fact, n part and parcel of the
Bengnl army. They were oflieered on what used to
he the system of the Bengal irregular troops, that is
to say, each regiment would have merely its (Ei1i'0pe:n'i)
commandant, second in command, and mljuiziiit, all
officers of the line, taken from their legitimate duties
with the corps on whose rolls their names were borne,
and enjoying higher salaries than they \\'o\\l<l have
received in their own regiments ; tlieuppointments to
these corps, legions, and contingents were much
sought after, and liighly prized by the army in general.
The duty was light and pleasant, the post considered
an honourable one, and the pay good.

On the 19th of August, :1, company of the infantry
hrzmeh ot" the legion which had formed a portion of
the detachment at Nusseeralmd arrived at it place
called .>\ua(lra,, which is two miles from the toot of the
ghfit or mountain pass leading up to Ahoo. This
company had been sent for with it view of holding in
check n rehel chief, culled the Rowe Thakoor, in that
neighhourhoocl. A troop of the czwalry of the legion
had arrived some days before, and were distrihutecl in
small parties in the <1ifl’erent- villages to protect the
road from Deesa to Aboo.
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Ahoo is the highest peak in the Aravelli cliain, which

extends from the Vindhya range of mountains, till it
merges in the rocky hills around Delhi. Being at its
most elevated summit 5000 feet above thelevel of the
sea, the site was fixed upon as a sanitarium in 1847.
It is Forty miles from Deesa, 21 military cantonnient
garrisoned always hy a European force, in Guzerat,
and the territory of a Mahomotan prince, called the
Nawab of Pahlurnporc, at whose court a political agent
f'ron1 the Bombay Government always resides. Aboo
is a very sacred place in the eyes of the Hiudoos and
Jains especially, which sect have a magnificent place
oi‘ pilgrimage and \vorship upon the mountain.
‘Beyond controversy,’ says Colonel Tod, ‘the most
superb of all the temples of India, and there is not
an edifice except the Taj Mahal that can approach it.’

On the afternoon of the zoth, Captain Hall was at
Aundra giving orders for the distribution of a detach-
ment to certain villages which were to be occupied.
This party had marched in heavy rain from E1-inpoora,
and men, and tents, and baggage were all \vell soaked,
but the former appeared in good spirits, and there was
nothing to show that they intended misbehaviour,
much less mutiny. After making all necessary
arrangements, giving his final orders, and spending
half-all-lio1u' or so in conversation with the native
otficers of the detachment, Captain Hall returned
towards Almo; on his way he met ahavildarfroni the
Ahoo guard, named Gozau Sing, a Rajpoot, who said
he was going to see some of his comrades in the de-
tachment. It was afterwards discovered that he had
been deputed to manage the attack which was to come
off the following morning.
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212 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
The European force on Ahoo, as has been observed

before, consisted only of about thirty or thirty-five
men of the 83rd Regiment, who had been sent to the
sanitariuin for the recovery of their health. Of these,
a corporal and four men were posted at the school, and
the 1'emain<ler were in the barracks, which were along
distance from the rest of the settlement, out of sight
of any of the houses, and in bad weather out of
hearing.

The morning of the 21st of August was thick and
hazy, and there was nothing to tempt people out of
their hells; for residents in this cool climate are not
forced, like those who live in the plains, to rise early
and take their daily out-of-door exercise before the
sun gets up. Under cover of the dense fog, and
bent on their unholy enterprise, the bend of nnn'derers
who had been left the evening before at Auaclra by
Captain Hall crept up the hill. It was 11 glorious
work they were engaged in, the gods favoured them,
and veiled the light of heaven with such n thick haze
that they could crawl like serpents, unobserved to the
very door of the building where their intended victims
lay sleeping, unconscious of all danger, hut relying on
that Providence which had watched over the safety of
so many of their countrymen during the late distur-
bances. The first thing was to overpower the handful
of sick and invalid soldiers that occupied the barraek,
and the work of slaughter among the defenoeless
women and children, deprived of their protectors, would
he comparatively easy. This business they would take
first, and having despot-ched this, they would then
enjoy the luxury of crime. They near the bar-rack,
and look stealthily through the haze. Are the soldiers
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stirring? No, not a sound——all silent as night, and
almost as dark; the solitary sentry cannot see two
yards before him. Now then is the time ; a volley
poured through the doors and \vind0\vs cannot fail to
accomplish the destruction of all within. Their
muskets are all loaded-—no need to betray their prox-
imity by the ringing of even one innirod-tliey are
ready—the word is given, and the astonished soldiers
start out of their sleep, awakened by the unwonted
sounds of ninsketry so close to them, and the still
rarer spectacle of bullets pouring through the windows
and doors, and even the slenderly built walls of their
temporary barrack. \Vh:1t can it be—~a mutiny?
they are attacked. Again and again ring out the sharp
reports of the inuskets discliargenl close to them, and
by unseen hands. They fly to their arms—true to their
natural instincts as English soldiers—they have loaded
in a trice, and an answering volley from the harrack,
fired in the direction the shots came from, tell that the
little hand of heroes, though weak and sickly, have got
their arms, and know ho\v to use them. The result
was singular but satislhctory 3 one mutincer fell, and
the 1‘est—ran away.

Among the very few oilleers at that time residing
on the hill was Captain Hall, commanding the legion.
It was a great point with the mutineers to efiect his
destruction, as if he were killed, the number of gen;
tlemen able to bear arms would be diminished by one,
and the loss of one among so few would be severely
felt; so, while the main body were engaged in what
they thought would he an easy destruction of the
soldiers in the barracks, a party, headed by subadar
Mihrwan Sing, a jeinadar adjovdia, marched silently
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21% THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
through the mist to Captain Ha.ll’s house, and extended
their line along the front of it. By word of command
from the lender, they fired a volley through the
windows and doors, just. as the others had done into
the hm-racks. Captain Hall and his family \vcre
aroused from sleep, like the soldiers, by strange
sounds of the cracking of glass, and splintering of the
woodwork of the doors. The house was raised from
the level of the surrounding ground, so most of the
shots struck high; and as the mntineers did not ven~
ture too close, or to surround the building, an escape
was effected from the rear into the school. The stntc
of the weather prevented the small guard at the school
from hearing the firing or the alarm which was
sounded at the barracks, but turned out and loaded
the instant they hccame aware of Captain Hall’s
position. Shortly afterwai-ds, n party £t\‘)'l\/Gil from
the hztrracks and gave an account of what had occurred
there.

. Mr. A. Lawrence, of the Civil Service, son of Bri-
gu(lier~General Lawrence, who was residing with his
mother and sisters at Aboo, heard the firing, and ran
towards Captain Hall’s house to find out the cause;
he was seen, fired at, and severely ivounded in the
thigh.

The ala-rm was speedily communicated to the other
residents. Captain Hall and Dr. Young, the medical
officer of the depot, tool: five men with them and
went off in the direction of the Scpoys’ lines, and
after some sharp firing, drove the rebels down the
hill. The dense fog prevented much loss being in-
flicted, and the damp caused many of the muskets to
miss fire. Owing to the small number of men present,
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any attempt at pursuit was deemed useless and unad-
visahle, hut measures were immediately taken to collect
all the English residents at the sanitarium in the
school, the church harcl hy being used as a hospital.
It was prohahle that the mutiny would extend to Decsa,
and that another attempt would be made upon the
little isolated hand of'Europeans on 1\Iount Ahoo; so
they lost no time in fortifying the school, and making
the best of their position, determined to fight it out
to the last.

The whole work was done by the small party of
the 83rd, whose excellent conduct throughout the
crisis was hi-ought to the notice of Government.

It was not likely that the quiet little station of
Erinpoora, where the head-quarters of the legion were
stationed, would escape the general conflagration.
The lines occupied by the eight companies of Poor-
beeah Scpoys faced the south, with the maiuguarrl to
the Front iifthe centre, flanked, as is generally the
ease, by the bells of arms ; to the right of these lines,
and a little to the front, stood the bazaar where the
Sepoys purchased their daily food; to the left were
two little bungalows, occupied by the quartermaster-
sergeant and the gun-sergeant ; to the left of these,
the magazine and the two 9-pouucler guns attached
to the legion; to the left again stood the bungalow
occupied hy the sergeant-major ; and in front of these,
extending at right angles to the row of buildings
already mentioned, were the cavalry, and to the front
of them the Bheel lines. The hospital was at the rear
of the sergeant-major’s bungalow; and to the rear of
the whole space of ground thus occupied, were the
ofiicers’ houses and compounds; the eo1nmandant’s'
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216 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
being in the left centre, or in rear of the C1L1D.-l‘l.91‘fl12lSl3Gl‘-
sergeant’s and gun-sergeant’s bungalows, the adju-
tant’s to the leit of the e0nnmandn,nt’s; on the right
was the house belonging to the second in command,
and beyond this the medical 0flieer’s. The rem" guard
was immediately behind tl1e compound belonging to
the second in command, Captain Black, at this time
absent with the detachment at Nnsseernbnd ; and to
the rearof the whole was :1 winding nnllah, 01" dry bed
of a. stre:11n,interseeted by the road to Pallee, running
due north.

The only European il1l]21l)il7Z111lJS at this time at
Erinpoorn were Lieutenant Conolly, the adjutant of
the legion, and some of the sergeants attached to
the legion, with their families, whose names I do not
know.

The mutineers from Aboo, who gave out as they
descended the hill, after their discomliture at the hands
of the Few resolute men they had attnekecl in so clas-
tardly :1. manner, that they had massacred the whole
European population in the sanitariuln, did not reach
Erinpoera till the 23rd, but the fame of their glorious
deeds preceded them, and what was more probable,
their comrades at Erinpoorn were aware lieforelmnd
of their intentions, and prepared to co-operate.

The first intimation of the intended outbreak ap-
pears to have been conveyed to Lieutenant Conolly
by one of his men, named Maedoon Bux, who received
:1 letter from the Mount Ahoo party, detailing‘ wholt
had occurred. As soon as there was light enough to
see, Lieutenant Conolly, on the following morning,
mounted his horse, and rode towards the purnde~
g1'ou11<l. Here there were not wanting symptoms to



-1--u~,...-_--...r@ is-. -
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show that the spirit of mutiny and disorder bad in-
fected the troops. The gunners were running to their
guns, and shouted to Conolly to keep off; he then
rode straight in the direction of the Bheel lines, and
had consequently to pass the cavalry parade-ground.
Here he was disgusted at seeing the sowars, who were
considered more stanch than the infantry, galloping
about in a disorderly and irregular manner. He called
to the woordee major (non-commissioned stall‘ officer),
and told him to get the men under arms, but not to
move; but orders were no longer attended to. He
then reached the lines occupied by the Bhecls. These
men, as has been before 1‘(3IJ]11Tl{9(1, had no sympathy
with the mutineers’ cause, and were therefore thought
trustworthy; they were indeed ready and orderly,
but the guns were loaded, and the whole of the re-
mainder 0f' the legion under arms, and the Bheels,
even with the best intentions in the world, were
powerless to act. Conolly ordered them to remain in
their present position, and galloped oil‘ towards the
infantry, to see, as a last resort, if it was possible to
induce any of them to return to their duty, but they
weremad with excitement, and would listen to nothing‘.
He then determined to try the effect of persuasion, on
the gunners ; and being joined by the woordee major
of the cavalry, and a few sowars, he rode at a foot
pace towards the artillery. On his approach, the
gunners shouted to him to keep ed’; he raised his
hand, and kept a.<lv:1nei11g, when -they wheeled the
guns round, pointed the rnuzzles at him, and held the
porttires ready. He bolted, turned his horse’s head,
and changing his direction, rode again towards the
guns, taking them in flank. Upon this, several of the
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218 rne nurinins IN RAJPOOTANA.
mutinous sowars gcdloped clown in front of the guns,
between them and their oilicer, and pointing their
carbiues at him, threatened to fire, crying out, ‘ Go
hack, go hack, or we will fire ;’ some six or seven
Sepoys also at the same time levelled their muskets
at him. There was a short halt, when Conolly called
out, ‘Wlmt are you all at ?—-are there none on my
side?’ A few sowars, among whom was one named
Nusseeroodeen, and uuother named Elahu Bux, than
rode up, with the object apparently of protecting him.
The Sepoys hud by this time began plundering the
houses in the centonments, and as nothing else could
he etl"ecl.eLl, Coiiolly, with the small party still faithful
to him, repaired to the cavalry lines, and sent For the
sergeants and their families. These poor people,
terror-stricken and alarmed, hurl already commenced
their [light on Foot-—u vain and useless measure, which
could have had but one result, viz., their destruction.
Here, then, the little baud of Englislimen and women
were collected in the ca-vzilry lines, utterly helpless,
surrounded by bloodthirsty villains, every instant
plunging deeper and deeper into their career of crime,
from which there was no stepping hack, and becoming
more and more intoxicated with the unbridled indul-
gence of their passion for plunder, lust, and rzipine.
Now was felt the influence which one man possessed
of strong morul courage can exert over others.

An angry and noisy discussion ensued between the
troopers. Many ofthose who had hitherto belriended
Conolly and his little bzrncl of associates seemed in-
clined to clesert thenr in their extremity, and leave
them to their fate: What that would be, there was
very little room for doubt. But 2. rassaldar named
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Abbas Ali came forward, took off‘ his turban, and laid
it at the feet of the more boisterous mutineers, and
declared that no hand of violence should be laid upon
one oi the captives till his life had first been sac-ri~
ficed. Another, named Abdool Ali (and their names
deserve to he recorded), did the same, and, by the
courageous conduct of these stench friends, Con0lly’s
life was, humanly speaking, saved. Maccloon Bux,
‘coo, was willing to do his best; but, for some reason
with which I am unacquaintecl, he was very unpopu-
lar among the mutineers, and had no influence what-
ever with theui. Abbas Ali’s example, however, was
subsequently followed by several of’ his comrades and
subordinates, and, although they would not allow
Conolly to leave them, they, to the number of forty-
five, swore either to save his life or die in his defence.
He than endeavoured to persuade them to leave the
place ; but this they refused to do, with the strange in-
consistency so often observed among the rnutineers at
the time. They offered, however, to let him ride off
and save his life, but he could not leave the poor
sergeants and their families to their fate. VVhile he
remained, his influence among the men might avail to
save the lives of the whole party ; had he resolved to
save his o\vn and sacrifice theirs, he might have done
so ; but this was a course of action not to he thought
oi for a moment by the noble-hearted British oflicer.
"With his companions in misfortune he would die or
live, as it pleased Providence to ordain. The sowars,
indeed, offered to take the children, but said it would
be impossible to save their parents.

After a few hours had been spent in this way, the
artillery brought their guns downyupon the cavalry
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lines, and threatened to open fire upon the little party
of fugitives and their defenders if all the horses in the
lines were not immediately brought out and pielteted
under the guns. There was no help for it; indeed,
the men did not seem inclined to resist ; so they took
all the horses away, and pieketcd them on the p:n-acle-
ground, close to the artillery, as <lesire<l. "When even-
ing came, and that long, long day drew to e close,
the captives,-—t'or such they now \vere,—were larought
out on the Inn-zide~ground too ; at small tent, called
a rowty, was pitched, and in it they passed a
wretched, sleepless night-~tl1ree men, two women, and
five children.

Next morning, the hzmd of murderers from Auadra
and Aboo marched into the station in a. triumplmnt
manner, and were greeted with (1, salute. They told
the story of their deeds, which they, no doubt, mis-
represented stmngely, and after being dismissed, came
in knots of fives and sixes to stare at the English
prisoners ; but the feitlifal sowars kept jealous watch
over them, and would not allow them to he mul-
treated. l\Iihr\van Sing, sulmdzu‘, who seems to have
taken a very prominent part in the infamous proceed-
ings, came and gave vent to his feelings in a most un-
dignified mzmner, walking about and shouting at
Conolly that ‘Captain Hall was a. liar, and so was
he.’

That evening they consented. to let the sergeants
and their families go, and at first declared they would
give Conolly his liberty too, but on this point they
subsequently clninged their minds; so his companions,
for whose sake he had risked his life, were to he
sntl’e1'ed to depart, while he remained alone prepared
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for the worst. The Sepoys then demzmded that he
should be given up to them, but Abbas Ali, Well sup-
ported by his men, stoutly refused, so they Went and
consoled themselves by setting fire to all the houses
in the place, and completing the plunder and ruin of
the once favourite little station. The sergeants and
their finnilies, though they had been promised their
liberty, were still kept captives ; and they sat up the
whole night w:1tching- from the door of their tent the
conIh1g-ration of the houses where they had passed so
many happy days.

Next morning, all except Conolly were allowed to
go; and Mihrivnn Sing, promoted to the rank of
General, ordered a. march. Conolly was mounted on
his horse, but carefully guarded; as he rode along,
however, he could not help being amused at the
strange scene presented to his view. The remainder
of his adventures, and the account of his escape, \vill
be best given in his own words, extracted from a
letter to Captain Black.

‘ Snell a scene of confusion I never szuv ; some
Sepoys firing at Bheels, they shot seven poor wretches
on the prwade-ground, who, I declare, were only look-
ing at the novel scene. During the day we halted.
The first day we marched to ——, and n greater
rabble never crossed country than our once smart
leg-ion ; not a Sepoy hardly saluted me. I was taken
to Abbas Ali’s tent at -—-, and the infimtry were :2.
little behind, when a tremendous row commenced.
Seine Mcenns made 0. rush at the carts ; the infantry
thought it was an attack; away went the cavalry to
see to matters, cut up a few Bheels, and, seeing no
one else, pulled up to look about them. Another row
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2271 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

and rush towards where I was standing near my
1saddled horse. I can t say I was desperately alarmed,

for all hope of life I had cast aside some hours beFore,
when we marched. The rush towards me was caused
by some amiable Sepoys taking the opportunity to
make it run at me. Abbas Ali and his men snwit,
and were soon between us; but I cannot enter into
details of self; once again they attempted to get at me
at Doola. “That made them so mad was, that my
strenuous attempts to seduce the c:wnlryl'1a.d been made
known to Mihrwzin Sing, and he swore I should die.
At Dooln they had three or Your rows—councils they
called tliem—ahoutn1o. At last, Mihrwan Sing and
the other beauties, seeing Abbas Ali would not give
me up, said I might go sulus. Next morning, they
sent again to say, no, I should not go. However,
Abbas Ali and his men surrounded my eharpoy all
night; We none of us slept, and on the morning of
the 27th, when the force was ready, the guns were
loaded, the inFnntry shouldered arms, and I was
brought up. I was told to ride to the front; poor
Doknl Sing, the liavildar-lnajor, and some others,
ran out hlubbering; Abbas Ali and Abdool Ali, rode
iqv on each side, made me low snlazims, and told me to
ride for it; that not at sowzir should be allowed to in-
terfere with my retreat. My three sownrs, who, I
have forgotten to say, had stuck to me as if I had been
their brother since the very beginning, by o. precon-
certed pl-.111, were ordered to see me otl‘ it little way.
I could not help giving at farewell wave of the hand
to the infantry in irony ; they shouted and luuglied,
the band struck up, and that is the last I saw of the
legion. I rode right in to Erinpoora. with three

i1;_Q__e to to
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sowars ; I came straight here, and the people seemed
ready to eat me with joy. The names of’ the three
sowars are, Nusseeroodeen, second troop ; Elahu Bux,
third troop (the man who used to ride my grey) ; and
Momin Khan, first troop. They left everything bo-
hind, and, I must say, are thrcc as fine fellows as I
wish to see. By-the-by, the cavalry said if I would
agree to turn 1\'Iussulma,n, to It man they would follow
me. Very kind of them. They ollbred me money
when I was coming away, and also on the march. I
took twenty rupees from Abbas Ali; now I wish I
had taken my pay - they twice offered it. Now is
our time, the legion is divided. Javvan Sing, golun-
daz, and his party, about seven other golundoz (gun-
ners), will play the infantry a trick if they can. I
have told Jawan Sing I will myself give him 500
rupees if he breaks with the infantry. Abbas Ali,
the havildar-inajor, and Abdool Ali, are in danger
on my account, and they are kept with their men
under the guns night and day. I feel most glad to
think I did them as much harm as I could. Mac~
doon Bux had a musket put to his hrea-st for letting
me ride with my sword on. I was it bone of conten-
tion. I have this morning sent a. sharp kossid to
Abbas Ali, telling‘ him, for his own sake, to try and
communicate with Mason, who, I believe, is at Pallee,
and to whom I have written to try and communicate
with Abbas Ali.’

Abbas Ali, as Conolly had advised, did communicate
with Captain Monck Mason, who was, however, at
Jodhpore, and not at Palleo at the time. The terms
the rebel rassaldaw oifered were, to desert with a,
large body of his~own men (cavalry), and the guns,
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and bring the party into Jodhpore, provided he and
his comrades were pardoned, and reinstated in the
service of Government.

Ylle had a long and anxious discussion as to whether
it would he right or not to accept these terms; but
unfbrtulmtely Captain Monck Mus0n’s hands were
tied hy one of those iujudicious orders, so many of
which were issued at the time by Lord Cunning, Who,
residing at Calcutta, and surrounded by counsellors
who knew little or nothing of the state of Upper
India, and were notoriously unfit for the emergency,
could not hy any possibility judge what course of
policy it was hcst to pursue in remote parts of the
empire, separated from the seat of Government by an
immense distance, and with communication often
stopped For mouths together. An order had shortly
before been issued that no officer was, on any pretext
whatever, to make terms with mutineers as long as
they had arms in their hands. This precaution was
undoubtedly necessary in some instances, where in-
competent men might have done the State inc-ulculnble
injury by an injudicious exercise of independent
authority; but exceptions ought to have been made ;
and certziinly an officer who was considered fit to hold
the responsible position of representative of the
British Grovernment at the court of an independent
sovereign, should have been entrusted with power to
do as he thought best in an emergency of the kind
alluded to.

The responsibility of acting in the face of an order
of this sort is very greet, For all depends on the result
of the policy pursued. Had A.l)l)E!S A1i’s terms been
acceded to, and disaster followed, Captain Mouck
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Mason’s prospects in the service would havebeen
ruined; had matters turned out well, he would have
had the satisfactioii of doing the country a service,
but he was sure, notwithstanding, of incurring the
displeasure of his superiors, from Lord Canning
d0\VIiWEll‘dS. There was no time to refer to :1 higher
authority, and at length it was determined to be on
the safe side, and a message was sent back to say
that the political agent was precluded from accepting
the terms Abbas Ali had 0fl"ered, by areccnt stringent
prohibition from the Governor-Generahbut that if
he (Abbas Ali) would act as :1 faitliful soldier and
servant of the British Government, and weaken the
cause of‘ the rebels by deserting, as he proposed,
there was no doubt that his case would be viewed
leniently by the Governor-General, and he would pro-
bably receive an unconditional pardon, and a suitable
reward, but to treat with rebels in arms was forbidden.

There can be no question that, as a general rule,
the British Government could not, Without great
injury to its prestige, and without initiating a ruinous
precedent, so Far lower itself in the eyes of its enemies,
and of its allies, as to treat with rebels actually under
arms. But it is impossible to establish any broad
general principle of action upon which Government
officers, in high and responsible posts, are bound to
act in an emergency like that which had hefullen us,
without running the risk of doing the State a. great
injury. Wlith large and distant provinces in rebel-
lion, communication intercepted, and all that remained
of the British empire being small and isolated bodies
of men, Forced to act in zi great measure independently
of each other, while every day produced some un-
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looked-for change in the features of the rebellion,
which, for all we knew, had only begun to developc
itself, the best course for the Governor-General to
have pursued was to have sanctioned and encouraged
as much as possible the exercise of independent and
irresponsible power by oflicers in important posts,
who had sutlicient talent, energy, and courage to
remain at them, instead of tying their hands, and
fettering them by rules and regulations passed in
Government House, Calcutta. Abbas Ali’s case
certainly deserved consideration. He had rebelled, it
is true, but he had saved the lives of Conolly and of
all the European residents at Eriupoora. He had
seen his error, and was anxious to atone. Had his
request been attended to, there is no doubt that he
could have succeeded in doing what he promised,
namely, inducing a. large party to secede from the
rebel cause, and bring away the guns by which they
made themselves a terror to the whole country.

There was another reason, however, which had some
weight in Captain Monek M:1son’s deliberations, and
that was, whether it would be safe to trust a strong
party, even of professedly repentant rebels, with guns
at the capital. It was no small source of gratification
to the raja. and to us that the company of the
legion which had been quartered at Jodhporc had
been sent away some time before the occurrence of
these events, and it seemed impolitic to bring a much
larger and stronger party back again to the very spot
where, of all others, they could do most mischief ;
for our safety at Jodhpore consisted mainly in the
fact of our being without regular troops. A small
party of sowars belonging to the cavalry of the

 h
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legion had been left behind to act as orderlics, 850.
There were not more than ten or fifteen, but it was
deemed advisable to disarm them. The ministers
undertook to do this, aided by the armed rabble
which formed the garrison of the fort, and protected
the Agency and palace. Such an utter contempt
did the disciplined soldiers of the legion feel for the
raja‘s troops, that it was doubtful if, even isolated as
they were, they would yield up their arms quietly to
:1 force numerically very much superior. It was kept
as secret as possible, but they got wind of our inten-
tions somehow 5 their horses Were ready saddled, and
the instant the move was made, they mounted and
rode oil’, pursued by the king’s sewers. One or two
ofi“ered resistance, and one, I believe, was eventually
killed, but the greater part escaped, after riding right
through the city, and joined the main body of rebels
then marching upon the Pallec road to\vzu'ds that
place, in the direction of Beeawr and Nusseerabad.

The consequences of Abbas Ali’s request being
refused were very serious, and to none more so than
to Captain Mason himself.

About midway between Pallee and Erinpoora was
the territory and stronghold of an independent chief,
culled Awah. This Thakoor had been in rebellion
against the rajn for 2. long time past. The original
cause of discord was the interference, as he considered
it, With his feudal privileges. Sir H. Lawrence, who
was agent for the Governor-General for the Rajpoo_
tuna. States before he Went to Lucknow, had.
throughout his public career made it an especial part
of his policy to protect as much as possible the
oppressed lowu classes from the encroachments of
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225 "run nnrimns IN RAJPOOTANA.
the upper. He acted on this principle from :1 sense
of duty-a feeling that guided all the actions of this
great and good man. But it may fairly be questioned
whether in some cases he did not push this policy--11
policy Founded on the lessons of civilization and the
Gospel-21» little too far, especially in those instances
where the state of the country, long-estahlislierl
prejudices, and customs, and habits, suited only to
races in u semhbarbarous state, militated against the
introduction of any system of modern social progres-
sion or Christianity. He looked upon it as the
peculiar duty of the British Government to civilize
and regenerate India, and ardent as he was in the
cause of all that could promote improvement, or
extend the blessings of good government to
oppressed and subject races, and raise the people from
the state of degradation into which centuries of mis-
rule and tyranny had thrown them, he exerted his
influence, as agent and representative of the British
Government among the independent provinces of
ltajpootana, to carry out reforms which had been
effected, as fur us they could he eliccted, already in our
own provinces, and with the best results.

One of the old feudal customs of Raj pootana, was that
no artisan or serf, as the lower class might well be
called, could leave the territory of his own immediate
chief or Thakoor, and go and settle in that of another,
without permission. These men formed in fact part
oi’ the property inherited by the feudal lords from
their ancestors, and were regularly attached to the
soil. Sir H. Lawrence was determined to put a stop to
a custom that rendered the condition of the lower
classes so analogous to one of slavery, and direetqd
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the various political agents at the diflerent courts to
exert themselves to break down this remnant of
barbarism and barrier against the march of civiliza-
tion, with all possible firmness and forbearance. Two
men, money-changers or money-lenders I believe by
trade, attached to the territory of the Thakoor of
Awah, had become involved in debt, and determined
upon shifting their. quarters—furtl1er residence in
Awah being inconvenient, owing to the importunity
of their creditors: they accordingly packed up their
goods and chattels one fine morning, and went off to
a neighbouring estate, where they settled themselves
to their trade, confiding in the power and influence
of the Governor-Gencral’s agent to protect them from
any evil consequences that might result from their
transgression of an old-established feudal custom,
under which their fatliers and t'orei'athers had lived for
countless generations. The Awah Thakoor resented
this interference with his privileges ; he looked to his
own ruja for support, and would not aclznowledge the
right of interference on the part of the oiiicers of
the British Government. The rnja oi‘ course would
not put hiznsclf in opposition to the paramount ruler
of Hinclostan, and the proud and unyielding Rajpoot
chieftain threw ofi" his allegiance, refused to pay his
revenue, and entered on a course of open rebellion.
Other circurnstances occurred to widen the breach
between the king and his unniana-geable subject, and
the dispute had been some time standing when the
Jodhpore Legion mutinied, and marched up the road
towards Pallee; on their way they had to puss
through the territories of the rebel Thahoor, and
within a few miles of his Fort.
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2-3O THE MUTINIES IN RA-TPOOTANA.

As it was well known that ever since the begin-
ning of the distmbances which spread over India like
an infectious disease, the Thalioor of Awah had been
collecting arms, men, and supplies in his fort,
strengthening the place, and exhibiting other
symptoms of a warlike intention, we no sooner saw
the course taken by the legion than we concluded at
once that the whole plan was preconcerted, and that
the mutinous soldiery would go straight to Awah,
and place themselves under the orders of that chief.
It was indeed said that he lmd sent letters to the
men of the legion before they mutinied, calling upon
them to rise and to join him, but the story is, I
suspect, without foundation. However that may be,
the camp of the mutincers was standing for several
days in front of the walls of Awah before they and
the rebel Thakoor made common cause. It was said
they could not come to terms; and it was supposed
that the Thakoor was afraid to admit so strong a.
party of armed men inside his fort, which would be
placing himself completely in their power, without
having some guarantee for their good behaviour. On
the other hand, the mutineers had much to gain by
placing at their head a chief whose name, family, and
position in the country would give them a. prestige,
which they could not otherwise possibly hope to have.
The Raja of Marwar was unpopular ; his fort and palace
were supposed to be rich in hoarded treasures, jewels,
and other things most acceptable to an armed rabble
thirsting for plunder ; many of the other Thakoors in
Marwnr were disposed to join any leader who raised
the standard of’ rebellion, and set up a usurper on the
throne, and, just as I had overheard the soxvars
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RAJPOOT CHIEFTAIN. 231
saying a month or two before, there was not a village
in Marwar that would not lend its quota of men to
aid a rebel cause. All these circumstances were
arguments for them to remain. Delhi, the focus of
rebellion, was a long distance off, and it was more than
probable they would have to encounter British troops
on their way thither, and so they determined to stay,
and see whether it was not possible to come to some
favourable terms with the Awah chief.

One morning, while this was going 011, I went into
the verandah (the place where Captain l\Iason used to
receive his native visitors and transact business with
them, the whole of the interior of the house being
given up to the families residing there), and saw a
stranger just rising from his chair preparatory totaking
his departure. He was a fine-looking man, though
clad in no prepossessing costu1ne—for he had ridden
many miles that day, and had many more to ride-—
but his appearance and bearing were martial, his look
was proud, and as he made his salaam on leaving,
there was a kind of sorrowful yet defiant expres-
sion in his countenance that could not pass
unnoticed. This man was a Rajpoot of good family,
an emissary from the Awab Thakoor, who had just
ridden in from the rebel chieftain’s fort to have a last
interview with the British political agent, and make
a last offer of terms on behalf of his master before he
decided to throw away the seabbard, enlist the muti-
neers of the legion, and wage open war with the raja.
If certain conditions were acceded to, his lord, he was
empowered to say, was prepared to return to his
allegiance, would keep his gates closed against the
mutinecrs, and, if co-operated with by either a British
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232 T!-IE nurrxrns IN RAJPOOTANA.
force or the king’s troops, would open fire upon their
camp, which was Within gunshot of the walls. But
unfortunately, as in the case of Abbas Ali, Captain
Monck Mason was unable to accept tl1e terms ofitered,
or to treat with rebels in arms. In this instance
the Thakoor steadily refused to holcl any communica-
tion with the king, and the latter had not empowerecl
Captain Mono]; Mason to hold any friendly commu-
nication with hirn, or to offer or accept any terms; so
that the only answer that oflicer could give was, that
he had no authority whatever to treat with the rebel
chief"; whose quarrel was as yet with his own sove-
reign and not with the British Government, and as
the king’s resolution had been taken, and frequently
expressed, to hold out no hopes of reconciliation unless
the Thakoor threw himself upon his mercy, confessed
his error, and made the only practical reparation he
could, by paying his arrears of revenue, now amounting
to a considerable sum, no communication whatever
should pass between them. The messenger received
his answer and withrlrew ; five minutes af'ter\vz1rds
Captain Monck Mason hethought himself’ of some-
thing else he l151(l to say, and sent to recall him, but
he was gone. We very shortly after heard that the
two parties had come to terms, and that the mutinous
Sepoys and the rebel chief were determined to stand
or fall together.
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CHAPTER XIII.

PROGRESS OF THE 1IUTXNEERS—"ANAB. SINGQROUTE OF THE
KING,S TllOO1‘S—-DEATH OF THE POLITICAL AGENT<POBI-
TION AT JODIIPDB-E—RI'lTXlEAT OF GENERAL LAWRENCE.

AS soon as it was known that the mntineers of the
legion intended marching through the territory

of Marwar, the raja made every exertion to stop their
progress. He declared positively that they should
never get safe out of (if once they entered) his domi-
nions. But though ardent himself in the cause of
the British Government, his feelings were not shared
in either by the populace or his soldiers. The infection
had spread even to the undisciplined rnhhle that went
by the name of the royal troops; and as they had
heen known openly to declare on n. previous occasion,
when first called upon to act against the Nusseerabacl
mutincers, that they sympathized with them, and
thought them justified in adopting the course they
had taken for the protection of their religion and
caste, which they believed lmrlrezilly been threatened
by the British Government, it was not likely that
they would act heartily against the enemy to which
they were now opposed. There was an additional
reason certainly for their good behaviour on this occa-
sion which did not exist in the last ; they were now
called upon to fight in the territory of their own sove-
reign, and by his order, and under their O\Vl1lBB.dB1'S,
against a foreign force, whereas they had before been
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234: THE MUTINXES IN RAJPOOTANA.

summoned to assist an allied power beyond the limits
of their own country.

The raje had a famous soldier and most trustworthy
servant in Annr Sing. This man held the highest
military post in the 1'aja‘s service, that of killadar, or
commandant of the fort and palace ; he was also
general-in-cliief of the royal army. The raja had
brought him from Guzerat when he first came to
ascend the throne of Mztrwm, and being thus partly
an alien, that is, not :1. regular Marwnri, Annr Sing
was less popular among the soldiers of Mai-\var than
he otherwise would have heen, at the same time that
he enjoyed on this account a greater slmre of his
master’s confidence. And this very trust which the
king reposed in him would have been sufficient of
itself to arouse a fooling of jealousy among the nohles,
even if he had not been partially n foreigner. He was
21. trill, well-nude man, with that peculiarly mart-iztl
bearing so cl1;1raetei'istic of Rnjpoot chiefs of high
descent. Nor did his nppeztranee belie his olinraoter,
for in action he was hold and undaunted as 21. lion.
Captain Monel: Mason, whohad known him intimately
for many years, had the highest regard for his character.
He lind seen a good deal of him, too, in his military
capacity, as he had been out with him on one or two
expeditions against rebel Thakoors and Daeoits. On
one occasion they had hunted to eartli some leaders of
rebels or robbers, or hath, of whom they were in pur-
suit; the outlaws took up their position in an under-
ground hole or apartment, to which there was
but one opening, through a. small door; here they
were determined to sell their lives as dearly
as they could, and, being welhammed and desperate,
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there was no doubt that many lives would be sacri-
ficed before they were overpowered. Anar Sing was
not to be deterred by any idea of danger, and waving
his sword in the air, with his shield well poised on his
left nrm, he made u dash at the entrance, and in one
moment would have been engaged in deadly conflict,
against great odds, with the outlaws. Buthis life was
too valuable to he szrcrificed thus rashly, and Captain
Monck Mason, who was happily close by, seized the
during chief by the arm, and by main force held him
hack. “That the soldier would have attempted to
accomplish at the risk of his life, the British ofificer
succeeded in doing by diplomacy; he held a parlcy
with the chiefs inside the door, and induced them at
length to yield without further bloodshed.

The raja. at first conceived such :1. contempt, in
which we all shared, for the disorderly rabble, as we
believed the mutiucers to be, that he would not suil’er
Anar Sing to leave his post in the Fort, and take the
head of the force that was already in the ficld_ But it
soon became apparent that the legion, though without
itsEuropean oflieers, was a great deal more tlizrua match
for the king’s troops led by any inferior chief, so Anar
Sing was sent, reluctantly enough, by the king, though
he himself, unconscious of treachery, and naturally
fond of fighting, gladly accepted the post assigned to
him, and led the king’s troops against the legion, then
encampcd under the walls of the Awah fort.

Several days elapsed without any decisive steps
being taken. The Rzijpoots have a way of fighting
now very diflerent from former days, if history be
true, and would not leave the beaten truck which the
custom of the country has rendered a second nature,
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236 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

for all the ardour of their general or the impatience
of the political agent. In vain we waited for intelli-
gence of an attack; day after day the post brought
in the regular despatches from the army for the king,
but no news of active operations. At first the royal
troops entrenched themselves at Pallee in a. favourable
position, in which the enemy would have attacked
them at 2. clisa(l\'uutage.; hut the latter had no idea of
doing anything so unwise, and as the mutineers
would not come to the king’s troops, the latter were
obliged to go to them. They broke up their camp,
left their entrcneliments, and took up a position in
close proximity to the rebel camp. Herc, in accor-
dance with all the maxims of Rajpoot \\*:1rt'-are, they
began to entreuch themselves, and waited for some-
thing to turn up. The delay was unaccountable,
though subsequent events threw some light upon it.
General Lawrence at last got impatient, and wrote a
very severe letter to the rajn, a copy of which was
also sent to Anal‘ Sing, in which he nphraided the
king with lulzewa-rmness in his alliance, and taunted
the army with their cmvardice for not having eifeeted
anything, saying they were (lrmcing attendance on
the rebels like orderlies. This letter had the desired
eilhet of hi-ingiug matters to :1 crisis, but it stung
Annr Sing to the quick, and Wounded l)l1L§.‘FOElll1g‘S of
the lJl‘Zl.VB old chief, who determined not to survive
the disgrace should he he unable to accomplish the
destruction of the enemy. At the same time at British
officer, Lieutenant Heatheote, the deputy-assistant
quartermnster-geneinl of the Rajpootana. field force,
was sent to the royal camp to give the advantage of
his advice, and add the prestige and weight which
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the presence of a. British oilicer among native troops
always cmwies with it.

As the two forces were close to one another, this
officer at the first glance at their position strongly
recommended pickets being‘ posted in front of the
camp to give the alarm in the event ofa. sudden attack
being made, and retard the advance of the enemy until
therestof the troops were under arms. The ofiicers with
the force promised ready compliance, but the pickets
were never posted, or, if posted, betrayed their trust ;
the latter supposition is the most probable. Anyhow,
one morning, just before daylight, the hour usually
selected by Asiatics for sudden attacks, or ‘ elmppzios,’
as they are called, the \vh0le camp was thrown into
confusion by at sudden advance of the enemy. Anal‘
Sing called his men to their arms, and tool: up his
post with the guns that were in position in the most
exposed part of the field. But he was ill supported ;
his men, either from cowardice or treachcry,' fled in
confusion, after zi show of resistance which neither the
example or persuasion of Anar Sing or Lieutenant
Heathcote, who exerted himself‘ in restoring order
and trying to induce the men to stand, could. turn into
an effectual attempt to hold the entrenchrnent. The
rout was complete. Lieutenant Heathcote was forced
to mount his horse and gallop from the field. Anar
Sing, surrounded by :2. small, very small hand of
kindred spirits, sold their lives as dearly as they could,
and were cut down at the guns, the whole of which,
with the camp equipnge and military stores, such as
they were, fell into the hands of the enemy.

The king was deeply distressed at the death of his
favourite oflicer. Vile paid him a. visit two days
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238 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

afterwards, and he could not allude to his loss without
shedding tears. He had, he said, eaten nothing since
the disastrous intelligence was brought to him, but
had spent the time in pacing restlessly up and down
his apartment, till he yielded to the solicitations of
his attendants, and endeavoured to console himself by
drinking two bottles of beer 1

For some time after this the rebels and mutineers
had it all their o\vn Way. The Thakoor exerted him-
self in strengthening- his fort; the king’s troops were
scattered, and it was evident that they had no intention
of doing anything. It was not till the middle of
September that Brigadier-General Lawrence was able
to take the field with a small force consisting of 150
men of H.M.’s 83rd, three horse artillery guns, weakly
manned, a portion of the Mhairwarra battalion, and the
Ist Bombay Lancers. A large force of the king's
troops were to have co-operated with him, but their
belmviour on the previous occasion showed that they
were not to be trusted.

Captain Monck Mason resolved to go out to camp,
and encourage the Raj troops and their oflicers by his
presence. We expected that the affair would soon be
over, and many indeed thought that the rebels would
not remain in their stronghold till the in-rival of the
British troops, but would evacuate it, and take them-
selves ofl’ to the hills. It turned out, however, to be
one oi‘ those numerous cases in which the fault so
common among British olficers was made, viz., that
of despising their enemy. The king was most averse
to Captain Monck Mason’s going ; he had a strange
presentiment that some great disaster would ensue if
the political agent left the capital, and made such
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CAPTAIN MASON. 239
strenuous and repented exertions to dissuade him from
the expedition that l1e once or twice almost clumged
his mind, and determined to remain at Joclhpore.
He decided, however, at last, upon going, but had he
not done so, a letter which was on its way from
General Lawrence ordering him to repair to the camp,
wouhl on its arrival have settled his course of action.
As it Was, he started without knowing that he had
been sent for. The king" did not lose all hopes of
dissuading him till the very last, and sent the ministers
down to him late in the evening to convey a last
remonstrnnee. I was present at the interview. Mason
was inexomhle,la.ngl1ecl at the idea. of danger, and
said that he should be back again in a day or two
after witnessing the destruction of the rebel fort,
and the defeat of the mutineers. The ministers
shook their heads as they rose, saying, ‘ Awah is not
so easily taken.’ The last time I ever saw or spoke
to Mason was a. little later on the same evening before
his departure, when he gave me final instructions,
leaving; me in charge of the Agency, and adding, as if
he felt a presentiment that the advice might he
needed, ‘ If anything happens, or yon get very had
news, see to the protection of the Agency, and double
the guards.’ Vl’e heard nothing directly from him
or from the camp for two or three days, but on the
19th September, as I was sitting in the ofice, it was
announced to me that the ministers had come to see
me. I knew that they must have some intelligence
of greet importance to communicate, otherwise the
king would not have sent them to me, as I had no
authority to transact husiness with them, and no
political powers whatever. They were by my desire
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240 THE MUTINIES IN P-AJPOOTANA.

ushered in, and seated as usual on the occasions of
their visits to the political agent. As soon as the
attendants had left us alone, one of them, the spokes-
man, informed me they had been sent to communicate
intelligence of such a distressing nature, that they
could neither tell it, nor I hear it. It at once flashed
across my mind something must have happened to
Mason. I said, " Captain Mason Sahib?’ He replied by
a nod of the head, and added, ‘ Yes, he is killed ;’ at
the same time producing a letter from the vuhcel in
the camp, he proceeded to read the contents to me.
A good deal of mystery still hangs about the circum-
stances thut immediately led to the death of this
gallant officer. The account communicated in the
letter, and which was corroborated in a measure by
ihrther investigation was, that as Captain Moncl:
Mason arrived in the neighbourhood of the fort, he
dismounted from the camel he was riding, and pro-
ceeded a short distance on foot. Brigadier-General
Lawrcnce’s force was then engaged with the enemy,
and (artillery) firing was going on. It appears he
inquired of some one he met on the ground the
direction in which the Brigadier-General was to be
found, and went oil‘ towards the spot indicated, saying-
he was going to speak to the General, and would
return to the place where he left his camel and at-
tendants. He only took one pistol with him in his
belt, He had not gone many yards before he was
fired at from behind the bushes with which the ground
was covered, and wounded in the breast. He retired,
and sat down, and almost immediately after, a charge
was made of a large holly of the enemy’s horse upon
the wounded oflicer, who was immediately cut down
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HIS DEATH. 2&1
and killed. His death was described in the letter as
the result of the merest accident. But it is scarcely
possible to believe that an ofilcer to Whom a skirmish
or an action was no new thing, who was in full pos-
session of his faculties, should so completely have
mistaken the direction he was going in, as to have
walked towards the enemy instead of towards the
British position, especially when firing was actually
going on. At the some time there was ample evidence
to show that the spot Where he fell had just before been
ridden over by the General, accompanied by his stafi";
the enemy had selected that time, too, for making a
flank movement upon the British right, and may have
come accidentally upon the wounded officer. But by
whom was he wounded? and how came the enemy’s
sharpshooters so far in advance of their position, and
on the ground which the General had only just loft ?
VVhichever way the truth may lie makes, perhaps, but
little <liH’erence now, for Captain Monck Mason died
on the field of huttle in the execution of his duty, as
many as noble and brave, though none more so, had.
fallen before him, and have fallen since. The raja’s
idea. was that treachery had been employed, as Iheard
him myself subsequently express that opinion.

My position was a painful one. I had no authority
to act in any political capacity, yet it was certain that
the intelligence of Captain Mason’s death would
occasion a great deal of excitement in the city and
neighbourhood, and might be followed by most
disastrous consequences. The distressing news would
have to he communicated to Mrs. Mason and her
children, the latter now orphans, and the more dis-
tressing it would be, as it was so totally unexpected and
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24% THE MUTINXES IN RAJPOOTANA.

unloolced for. Still, was there not 21 chance that the
intelligence was false? It was native intelligence, and
that is proverbinlly untrustworthy. This was a straw
to cling to, hut nothing more. On a previous occa-
sion, when disastrous news had arrived from Awah,
of’ the rout of the king’s troops and the death of
Anar Sing, the regular dispatch had heen preceded
by vague rumours that assumed a greater character
of exactitude every minute, and though we tried to
disbelieve them, they proved but too true in the end.
At any rate, I thought it hetter to delay to the very
latest moment making public what had been
reported, both because there was a shadow of a
chance that it might turn out to he an exaggerated
report in the end, and because I hoped in the evening-
to receive intelligence of a complete victory having
been gained by General Lawrence over the rehels,
which we never doubted for an instant would he the
result of his operations. People were evidently very
much excited, though the ministers declared posi-
tively not a man knew what had happened, and that
it had been kept a profound secret. I saw by one
glance at the face of the first man who entered the
oflice that he knew well enough what the ministers
had come for, and what they had to tell. The news
of the victory, I thought, would counterbalance in a
great measure the bad effect which the death of the
political agent under such suspicions circumstances
must necessarily have on the public mind; and so,
hegging the ministers to maintain the strictest silence
on the subject, at any rate till the dispatch expected
in the evening zmived, I dismissed them. I sadly
felt the want of some one to tall: over matters and
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RUMOURS 01-‘ DISASTER. 243
consult with, but there was no one. Mrs. Mason,
whom I should have gladly consulted in every other
emergency, and whose views were always the clearest
and most correct, was the person from whom I most
of all wished to 'conceal the truth; my own wife’s
health was in such a precarious state, that I dared not
disturb her by even hinting at the disaster, and, to
make the matter worse, Mrs. Mason, who had some
presentiment or suspicion that intelligence of some
kind had reached me, repeatedly asked if I had heard
anything. I was forced to tell her that reports had
come in, which, however, were not authenticated, and
that we were quite certain to hear in the evening.
At last that long day drew to a close, the dispatch
had not arrived, hut rumours came in plentifully as
usual, in advance of the true report, and revealed
more or less of its real character that was bad
enough; instead of the news of the victory I was
hoping for, came a report of a total defeat; they
went so far as to say that Lawrence had been totally
routed, and driven helter-skelter from the field.

.ThisI dishclieved; but it was quite plain that the
operations had heen unsuccessful, that the public
mind was deeply agitated, and that the natives could
scarce conceal their real pleasure at hearing of this
additional blow that had been dealt to the already
fallen prestige of British power.

That evening our party, with the exception of
Mrs. Mason, who suspected something‘ was amiss, and
myself, were particularly merry. Captain Mason
and Captain Denyss, one of his oldest and most
intimate i'riends, were expected shortly, and great
was the glee expressed at the anticipated meeting.
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24-~L THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

It was scarcely bearable; the merry laugh grated on
my ear, the sprightly jest, so sadly out of tune with a
heavy heart, jarred against my feelings; for he, the
noble-hearted soldier, the doting husband, and the
loving Father they were laughing and talking about,
was at the moment lying 11 lifeless corpse in the
jungle. I rose and went to the ofiice, on pretence of
business, really to escape from conversation so un-
suited to the time. Meanwhile, however, more accu-
rate intelligence had arrived from the field of battle,
brought in by numerous messengers, fugitives, and
others ; the thing became bruited abroad, and though
we had yet received no letter, the servants all got hold
of the story of' Captain Monck Mz1son’s death. As a
matter of course, the ayah hinted to Mrs. Mason that
something had occurred. The secret could no longer
be kept: I was subjected to a searching, though
short examination, and the truth, as far as I knew it,
was revealed; still there was a hope, for till I had
seen it on the authority of an English oflicer, I would
not believe it. Half an hour later the expected
letter arrived. It was from Captain Denyss, who ac-
companied General Lawrence on the occasion, and was
intending to come over to Jodhpore, where his wife
was residing. The same messenger brought letters
to the widow, condoling with her for the loss she bad
suiferecl. The account given in the native letter
which had been shown to me in the morning was
mainly corroborated by the description given in
Captain Denyss’. Lawrence had indeed been unsuc-
cessful, but not to the extent reported; he had not
taken the fort, but had retreated out of fire, and en-
camped before it. The rebels had shown fig-ht well,
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and with the small force at his disposal, the Brigadier-
General thought he would not be justified in attempt-
ing to storm the place; it was as much, indeed, as
he could do to protect his baggage with the whole of
the troops under his command. \Vhether he ought
ever to have set out with such a small force is another
question ; or whether, having once taken the field, it
would not have been better to have sacrificed his bag-
gage or anything rather than leave the Work undone,
is another: it is certain that the failure had a very
bad political effect, and I believe that if Lawrence
had been left to himself, and not yielded to advice,
he would have gone at the place at all hazards, and
captured it. As it was, he remained :1 day or two in
camp betore it, and then returned to Nusseerabad
and Beenwr, leaving the rebels triumphant.

The annals of Indian history record very many
instances of places much stronger than Awah being
taken by British troops against greater oclds than
those which Lawrence had to contend with. The
real truth of the matter was, that he had to keep a
sharp lool; out on friend as well as foe; with the
exception of the few, very few white faces in his
camp, he had not a soldier with him he could really
trust. The men may have behaved well since, but at
that time any general ofiicer who trusted native
troops of the line would have been highly culpable.
La\vrencc’s position was a painful one. If he had
delayed to take the field at all, there was no calcula-
ting the bad effect such inaction would have had on
the country; if he took the field, he would have to
march against a strong fortress and a powerful
garrison with a mere handful of reliable troops.
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246 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

His own instinct would have led him to make a rush
at the place and take it at all hazards, and had he
been acting in any subordinate capacity there is no
doubt he would have done so ; but he was not only a
general ofiicer in command of the troops in Ra_jpoo-
tana, but Governor-Gene1'al’s agent as well, and in
this double character the responsibility of any step he
took was infinitely increased. The small band of
English soldiers he had with him was almost all that
was available for the protection of the whole pro-
vince ; even had success attended his efforts, it W01lld
be necessarily accompanied by much loss, and the little
band of Englishmen might have been so weakened
as to be unable any longer to uphold British
dominion in Rajpootana. Any great disaster then
would have been followed by the loss of Ajmere, the
defection of all the independent chiefs, and probably
the mutiny of the Bombay army. Few men have
been placed in a more awkward position, and none
ever made a retrograde movement in presence of an
enemy more unwillingly than Brigadier~General
Lawrence.

I may as well here give a brief‘ conclusion to the
story of the Jodhpore Legion. Soon after Brigadier‘
General Lawrence’s ill-starred expedition, the muti-
neers and the Thakoors seem to have had some
dispute; at any rate, they separated, the former
marching towards Delhi, and the latter remaining to
bide the brunt in his stronghold. At Narnonl, on
the borders of the Shckhawattee country, the legion
was brought to action by Brigadier Gerrard's force,
one of the pursuing columns detached after the fall of
Delhi, and totally defeated. Brigadier Gerrard
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himself was killed; the cavalry of the legion fought
well, but were cut up by the Carabineers, and that
is the last that has been heard of them ; the survivors
probably dispersed, and went to their homes. Abbas
Ali, the ressaldar, was pardoned by Lord Canning, as
a special case, and after some time returned to Erin-
poora, Where he was residing in April this year, I859,
while his old ofiiccrs were trying to get him reinstated
in the service. He left the mutineers soon after
they marched from Awah, and hid himself in the
Bikaneer territory till he heard of his pardon. The
three s0\va1's who proved so faithful to Lieutenant
Conolly were promoted. That otlicer, I may add,
remains Lieutenant Conolly, still adjutnnt of the
second Jodhpore legion, which has chielly been called
into existence since. The subsequent fate of the fort
of Awah is thus briefly described. in the Frielul of
Inrliw :—

‘ The campaign of retribution did not commence till
January, 1858, when Colonel Raines, arriving from
Deesn, marched with a reinforcement from Nnsseer~
ahad against Awah. These consisted of detachments
of Her Majesty’s S31-d Regiment, of the Ioth Bombay
N.I., of the 1st and znd Cavalry, and of the 2nd Sind
Horse, with Fourteen guns and mortars, the whole
under command of Colonel Holmes, I zth Bombay
N.I. This force numbered about 1800 men, 700 of
whom were cavalry. After five days’ siege operations,
the cavalry being disposed so as to prevent escape, a
breach was pronounced practicable, and the assault
fixed for the next morning. Unfortunately a most
fearful storm raged during the night, when it was
impossible for scntries, placed at a few paces apart,
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248 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
to hear, much less see each other. During‘ the storm
the enemy evacuated the place, and were only heard
by one picket, that of’ the Ist Lancers, who killed
eighteen and tool; nine prisoners. Next morning the
cavalry pursued, and took I24 prisoners, and among
them twenty-four of our Sepoys, who were tried and
shot. The remainder were handed over to the oili-
ciating political agent, Major Morrison, who was
with the force. Six brass and seven iron guns
were found in the fort, with a large quantity of
ammunition. The defences were of great strength,
and consisted of two lines, both well loop-holed.
After destroying the palace and fortifications, the
troops proceeded. to Nnsseerabad, where, at the request
of General Lawrence, a force was assembling from
Bombay to retake Kotah.’
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CHAPTER XIV.

PARTY AT -TODHPORE INCBEA5ED—1\I'UXtDER OF MAJOR DUE"
TON-ANXII-ITIES—E5C'ORT A1lRIVES—-ST.-L.R’[‘ FOR S!ND—-
]3ALMER—D]'JSE)1T TRAVELLING——OMEBHOTE--HYDERABAD
'-KUBRAC[{EE.

A DEEP gloom was cast over our once cheerful
party by Captain Monck Mnsoifs fate. He was

:1 universal favourite; from the king down to the
lowest servant about the Agency, all seemed deeply
to feel his loss, and to sympathize most fully with
his afflicted widow and her bereave<l chihlren. The
king sent a. message to Mrs. Mason to say that he
would never rest till the head of the Awnh chief was
suspended over the gate of his fort.

A few (lays after the sad event, our party was in-
creased hy the arrival of Captain Denyss and Lieu-
tenant Bannerman, the former commandant, and the
latter acljutzmt of the late Kotah Contingent, which
mutinied at Agra on the 5th of July, and contributed
so much to the assistance of the rebels on that occasion.
Major Morrison, who had been political agent at
Blmrtpore till he was forced to leave it during the
disturbances, was sent as otficiating political agent
to Jodhpore. The unexpected delay in taking Delhi——
unexpected, that is, to all at at clistnnee, who were unable
to appreciate the rlifficulties with which the gallant
band outside its Walls were surrouncled-producell the
same effect in Rojpootana as it did elsewhere: it
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250 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

shook the confidence still placed in our cause by the
native princes, kept the animositics of our enemies
alive, and turned the population more and more
against us. Central India was in a terrible state of
disorder, and day after day the most alarming rumours
were brought in, and diligently circulated by designing
persons. Still we remained unmolested in the
Agency, watching, it is true, with the greatest anxiety
the signs of the times and the progress of events,
but trusting that we had seen the Worst, and that
the news of the tall of Delhi, when it came, would
have a great effect in quieting the public mind. The
express came at last, at midnight-~the hour important
e.\'presses generally chose for their arrival. I awoke
Captain Denyss, to tell him the good news, and
to let it circulate as speedily as possible through the
household. It was forwarded on at once, and the
intelligence reached Bombay first, by the Jodhpore
and Kurrachee route. The raja fired a salute ncxt
day, which was Sunday, but it was a feeble one, and
being only twenty-one guns—a royal salute after the
English fashion—-sounded as quite a secondary way
of heralding a great event, compared with the native
custom of firing a hundred guns for the smallest
object of rejoicing‘

Like most other crowned monarchs and regularly
constituted authorities, the king had bccn getting
uncomfortable of late. He had begun, and not
without reason, to distrust his men, and had some
clays past, on Captain Monck Mason’s depar-
ture, moved into his fort. Here, as long as his
own guards were faithful, he was perfectly secure, for
against a native force, or an Asiatic enemy, his fort

0
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MAJOR BURTON. 251
was inlpregnnhle, though it would not have given us
much trouble to take it.

One day in October We were startled by the
intelligence of the tre:icher0us assault on Major
Burton, political agent at Kotah, and the murder of
that officer, his two sons, and the medical man
attached to the agency. In many of the published
accounts of this transaction, the Kotnh Contingent
was described as having enacted this tragedy, but
this was EL mistake into which certainly no Indian
writer ought to have fallen. The men who attacked
and killed Major Burton were the lring’s regular
troops—-a body of soldiers entirely distinct from the
Contingent, which was drilled and commanded by
British oflieers, and which rnutinied, as before related,
at Agni, on the 5th July. Major Burton had
returned with his two sons to Kotah, from Neernneh,
where they had been residing, upon the assurance of
the raja. that a residence at Kotah would not he
attended with dung-er, and from :1 desire to be at his
post. The day following his return he was surprised
by hearing a great noise, as of it multitude approach-
ing from the direction of the city towards the
Agency. At first he supposed it was a "procession
coming out to welcome him back, but he was soon
undeeeived, for it turned out to he zi large body of
the king’s troops coming to attack the Agency. They
hrought guns down to hear upon the place. Major
Burton and his two sons retired to the top of the
house, where they defended themselves for several
hours against the host of cowardly assailants, hut
were at length overpowered, and cut to pieces.

It was not known at the time to what extent the
9
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252 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

raja was answerable for this crime, though, from the
course the Governor-General has pursued towards
him subsequently, it is to be inferred that his
statement was supposed to he credible—that he was
powerless in the hands of the rebels, and a prisoner
in his palace. But the effect of the intelligence of
this new outrage against the person of a British
political agent was very apparent in the insolent
conduct of the natives at Jodhpore. They could no
longer doubt hut that the officiating agent there, and
his guests, would likewise fall victims to the spirit
which was abroad, and that the Agency, the prize so
long coveted, would he given up to plunder. The
king was especially uneasy, and made no secret any
longer of his fears, that his position wus as insecure
as ours. He told us indeed at one time that we
might safely trust the men he had given us for the
protection of the Agency, hut at other times he said
he did not know whom to trust; and on allusion to
the Kotah tragedy, he remarked that it would be
very hard to treat the raja as guilty of complicity,
when he was helpless in the hands of the disiilfectedz
plainly implying that a similar scene might be
enacted at Jodhpore, and he all the time as innocent
and as powerless as his brother raja of Kotah.
Our source of anxiety was solely the large number of
ladies and children dependent upon us for protection,
one of the former of whom was not in a fit state to
he moved without the most serious consequences.
It was diflicult to determine, too, in what direction
we should proceed, supposing it had become necessary
to leave the capital. On the south and east the road
was dangerous, owing to the extended influence of
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the rebel Thahoor of Awnh, whose fort was only a few
miles oil‘ the high road, between Pullcc and Decsa:
to the north-east also, in the direction of Ajmere, the
roacl was infested by bonds of rebels, and equally
unsafe; on the other two sides stretched an almost
interminable WflSt6—-—pZ1i1‘l3 of the desolate tract of
Jessulmere and Bikaneer, and the wide range of desert
country that separated Marwar from Sind, and ended
southward in the runn of Cutch. Several of our party
were anxious to return to Ajmere; one lacly to join
her liusbund at Beenwr, and Ca-ptain Denyss, who
had lately been nominated to ofiiciate in :1 political
capacity at Neemuch, wanted to repair to his now
scene of cluties, and take his family with him, as
Jodhpore was no longer a desirable place of residence.
Any of the male portion of our party could at any
time have ridden across country, either to Ajmere or
Aboo, or in any direction, but it was most desirable
to remove all the ladies and children who were
capable of travelling, and this caused our embarrass-
ment, for the risk of travelling slowly, with a. camp
and camp followers, hag and baggage, as we must
have done had we marclled altogether, taking our
families with us, was so great, that it would have
been the height of impruclence to have attempted it
with no more trustworthy escort than it was in the
power of the raja to provide.

My own movements were uncertain. The mounted
postal lines, which during the height of the
disturbances in the North-west had been so useful,
had oflete begun to lose their importance. Delhi had
fallen, and order was in some measure restored, and
communication re-opened throughout the country from
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254 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
the Punjaul) to Delhi and Agra, oven down to
Cawnpore and Allahabad. The establishment for
the conveyance of the mails across the desert, from
Jodhpore to Sind or Bhawnlpore, was maintained at
an enormous expense, and it had been decided to
keep it up only so long as it was absolutely necessary.
The work in the ofiice declined, and there was every
prospect of its reverting soon to the original position
which it held before the outbreak, when it was
managecl by a native clerk, or lmboo, on a salary of
twenty-five rupees a month. I resolved therefore, as
soon as my wife was able to travel, to leave Jodhpore
if possible, and, after seeing my family as far on their
way towards Bombay as I could, to join the first
Queexfs regiment I should come across, and go up
the country with it.

Mr. Frcre, the Commissioner of Siud, who had
througliout the trying time kept himself in constant
communication with us, and had done all he could to
render our position as safe as possible, had commis-
sioned Lieutenant 'l‘y1-whitt, deputy collector of
Meerpore, before alluded to, to march up across the
desert to Jodhpore, with :1 strong escort of Sind
police, Beloochees, 8zc., and hring away Mrs. Mason
and her family, and as many of the other residents
as wished to accompany them to Hyderabad and Sind,
from whence transit to Kurrachee and Bombay was
easy. In consequence of the aspect recent affairs
had assumed, Lieutenant Tyrwhitt made some
addition to his escort, and pushed on with all the
zeal and energy for which that most efficient ofiicer
is famed. He marched at the rate of forty miles a
day, as far as Balmer—12o miles from Jodhpore—ancl
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LIEUTENANT TYRWHITT. 25 5

leaving part of his detachment tl1ere—all the men, and
horses, and camels that were knocked up with the
rapid travelling--hurried on with all possible expedi-
tion to the capital. It is impossible to speak in too
high terms of the character and zeal of this officer.
Innred by constant habit to every kind of hardship,
and leading a roving life, constantly travelling‘ from
one part of his immense desert district to another,
he exhibited powers of endurance and an untiring
energy that was perfectly marvellous. He was
almost worshipped by the rude and savage denizens
of the desert, who could never cease when they once
hogan to sing the praises of their favourite ‘Sahib.’
His word was law, his slightest wish attended to,
his anger dreaded. In the immense influence he had
over natives, he resembled the late Major Hodson,
more than any one else; and whetlier sitting round
the fire with his men, or the chiefs of some of the
desert tribes, and passing the pipe from mouth to
mouth, or in kutehery, hearing evidence and settling
disputes, or scouring the country in search of a
daeoit, or cattle~lifter, or training a camel, or acting
as keeper of the course at the Hyderabad races, or
entertaining- jovial and congenial spirits with the
song and jest at mess, he was equally at home, and
was the most popular character in the whole country,
both with Asiatics and Europeans, from the borders
of Marwar to the Indust-

Ae an instance of the miscellaneous nature of the duties an
officer in Tyrwl.\itt’s position may be called on to perform, I re-
late the Follmving occurrence. During one oi‘ his night marches
to Jodhpore, one of his men received a kick from his horse,
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256 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
As soon as this ofiFicerhad arrived with his allvancerl

party-—\vho encamped just outside the walls of the
Agency--active preparations were set on foot for our
departure. The journey was 2. long one, 360 miles
through a desert, where there was no road, Water was
scarce and bad, and only found at long intervals, and
\vheele<l conveyances had never penetrated the wilds.
The raja, who was by no means sorry to see us
depart, for he must have felt considerable anxiety on
our account, his honour being in a. manner pledged
for our safety, and his own position having latterly
become so precarious, lent us every assistance iu his
power. He supplied all the ladies with shagrzims
(two-wheelerl carts) and hullocks; he furnished us with
camels, and lent Captain Denyss the elepliant which
had always been attached to the Agency for the use
of the political agent and his guests : he also provided
:1 large escort, hut the men were sulky and unwilling,
and they and their charge were soon mutually glad
to part company.

The only obstacle to my leaving, my wife’sin:1l)ility
to travel, having been meantime removed, we deter-
mined to accompany the rest into Sind, and our
hurried preparations having been completed, on the

which broke his leg. The fracture was :5. compound one, and
the casualty consequently serious. Tyrwhitt halted his cle-
tachmeut, clismountecl, and cut 0fi' it piece of the stem of one Q1‘
the stunted shrubs with which the ground was covered. Out of
this he speedily made a splint, set the broken limb, lmuclagctl it,
and left the patient in the nearest village. We had a medical
uflicer with our party who examined the patient when we passed
the village, and said no professional man could have set the
limb hatter.
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rue TRAVELLERS. 257
30th October the caravan set out ; our party consisted
of Mrs. Mason and three chilclren ; Captain Denyss,
his wife, and three children and sister, who were
bound for Neeniuch 5 Mrs. Caunter, whose liuslmnd
was at Beeziwr, I20 miles from Jodhporc, exactly in
the opposite direction, but who was forced to accom-
pany ns in this r0unda.bout route to her destination,
and two children ; myself and Wife, with zi little baby
six days old; Dr. Young ; Captain Hcrdcastle, one of
the assistant agents to the Governor-General for the
States of Rnjpootana, who, after ten years spent in his
political duties, was 1‘€l)€Ll1'l1]g‘ to his native land with
his constitution completely shattered, and who died,
shortly after he reached Europe, at Baden ; and Lieu-
tenant Bruinermam. Lieutenant Tyrwhitt assumed
charge of the whole party, and was indefatigable in his
excl-ticns, seldom taking more rest than two or three
hours out of the twenty-f'our. The carts, ofwhicli there
were ten, were arranged in a long line, Mrs. Mason’s
lending ; :1 party of mounted police led the van, cleared
zuvay ohstinctions, and--no easy matter always--i"ound
the road: fianlzing parties, mounted on camels and
horses, rode at the distance of a. few yards from the
cavalccde on each side, and the rear was brought up
by at strong party of police. .My Wife was forced to
travel in a dooly, and consequently was kept in the
rear, where the dust was almost sulibcating-, and at
times so thick as to endanger the life of the little
child; but it was necessary to push on , for we had to
make long journeys, and, being‘ short of bem'e1-s, it was
as much as we could do, by promises of rewards,
coaxing, and threats, to keep them up to the work,
and get them to keep pace with the bullock carts ; for
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258 THE nnrmrns IN nixzroorann.
had they once begun to lag behind, it would have
detained the whole party, and our only chance of
getting over the journey was to accomplish each
stage during the night, for the sun in the day-
time, though it was the month of Novembcr, was
exceedingly hot, and the bullocks would have been
knocked up after the first three marches had they been
forced to work in the daytime. It is a strange thing
that these animals are so susceptible to the influence
of the solar rays. To look at the Indian bullock or
bufl"-alo, one would suppose them capable of undergoing
any amount of exposure, at all events, if not fatigue,
but just the contrary is the case; and if it is necessary
to keep them in good working‘ order, they must march
at night, and halt during the day.

The first night we made upwards of thirty miles,
and reached our cncamping ground about half‘-an-liour
before daylight ; the few tents we had with us were
pitched, and we lay down, some on charpoys and some
on the ground, to take what rest We could. About
noon, intelligence was brought us that :i large body of
horsemen had been seen in the neighbourhood, follow-
ing us up with hostile intent ; their number was stated
to be not less than :1 hundred. Our energetic Meer
Kufila, who, as well as his men, had been busy, with
scarcely two hours’ intermission for the last twenty-
four, no sooner heard the news than he took a party of
mounted police and sallicd forth on a reconnoitring
expedition. The story he found corroborated by what
he gathered from the villagers, bntit seems the horse-
men, who were followers of the rebel Tliakoor of Awah,
did not seem inclined to come to close quarters, at

least, just yet. They were probably following us up,
S\1



INCIDENTS OF THE -TQURNEY. 259

and trying to find out the strength of our party, and
What sort of watch and ward we kept, before they"
committed themselves to an attack. Their alleged
object was to seize the ladies and Families, and keep
them prisoners as hostages; but Tyrwhitt was not
likely to let them catch him unawares, and the strictest
look-out was kept for the rest of the clay. Towards
evening, as the sun grew low, we dined, and :u“‘cer
dinner orders were given to march. Tents were struck,
bundles packed (for being almost all of us refugees
who had been impoverished by the mutineers, we were
not over-burdened with a very extensive amount of
property), We moved ofl’ the ground about sunset, the
some order of march being observed as the night
before. The flanking parties and the rear-guard were
on the q_uz' rive, but nothing occurred to disturb us.

On the 4th November we reached Balmer, the first
place of any importance upon our route. It is situated
on the Sind and Mur\v:1r boundary, and in former
years boasted of a military cuntonment or outpost,
occupied by at detachment of irregular troops. Two
ruined bungalows, formerly inhabited by the otficers,
are still standing. There is a large village here, and
supplies and water are good, and tolerahly plentiful.
From this place a road branches off to Deesa, and
here we expected to part company, Captain Denyss
and family, Mrs. Counter, and Dr. Young proceeding
to Decsn, and thence to their several destinations, and
we continuing our journey to Hyderabad. But it was
found on inquiry that the road was impracticable for
Wheeled conveyances, besides being unsafe, so our com-
panions were destined to go yet further out of their
way. Dr. Young, however, left us here, and taking a.
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260 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

small party of mounted police from Tyrwhitt’s detach-
ment, started for Mount Aboo.

As we were now about to leave the Raja of Jodh-
pore’s territories, we were to excliange carriage at this
place, and make one or two other arrangements which
involved delay, and we were not ready to move till
the evening of the 7th. ‘Ye had, however, enjoyed
the halt. The invalids benefited greatly by the rest
thus afforded thorn, and the shelter of the tumble-
down old bungalows was not to be despised. I was
wrong in calling them ruins, for the Walls were still
standing, and the roofs upon them, tho ; only through
o11e, at all events, the sky was plainly visible. We had
a guitar with us, strange to say—a relic that had by
some extraordinary freak of fortune been preserved to
us when everything clsc was destroyed——and we
used to sit round a blazing wood fire in the evenings,
for though hot in the day it was cold and chilly at
night, whilc the guitar was passed round from one to
the other, and the echoes of Balmer were astonished
with the unwonted sounds of ladies’ voices in songs,
duets, and trios. It was a curious scene, and so the
wild Beloochec sentries seemed to think, as they stood
at a little distance from the group, their figures just
discernible in the gloom beyond the range of the fire-
ligl1t—reudercd doubly intense by the contrast between
the bright flames of the burning logs and the pitchy
darkness of the moonlcss sky—paciug up and down in
the short walk, while the red light of the fire glanced
now and again like fireflies from the polished snrfhce
of their naked swords.

This good practice of a bonfire was hereafter in-
augurated as a part of our regular proceedings; and
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every halt we made the guitar was called into requisi-
tion.

Our usual course was to start at sunset; on alonger
march than usual, a little before. Vile made always
three halts during the stage, one about IO P.M., when
Tyrwhitt’s attentive myrmidons would have a blazing
fire ready, and plenty of tea, which we drank out of
large brass cups, the small allowance of croel(e1‘y—-
three broken teacups, I helieve—not being sullicient;
this, With sandwiches and biscuits, served us for a.
good meal ; and aFter resting For about an hour, some-
times more, the ladies got into their carts and eon-
veyances, and Went to sleep ; the gentlemen mounted
their horses, camels, or the elephant, and on we went
again. The second stage was not unfrequently a.
sleepy affair". We halted again about one or two,
when the party round the "fire was considerably smaller
than on the former occasion, as the ladies mostly pre-
ferred not being clisturbezl. After this, the third
stage would bring us to our destination or halting-
grouml till next sunset, when ofi' we started again.
During the clay the heat was so great, and the flies
were so troublesorne, that it was next to impossible to
get any sleep, and as it was diflieult to get any during
the night, the reader will easily perceive that, how-
ever delightful such a journey may appear in descrip-
tion, there was, at all events, this very serious diffi-
culty in the way of our enjoying it as thoroughly as
we no doubt ought to have done. We were difi‘e-
rently situated in this respect. Tyrwhitt appeared to
have the faculty of doing without either rest or sleep.
One of our party had brought a vehicle called :1 ‘ rut,’
partly for the accommodation of faithful rlomestics,
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26% run MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
and partly for his own. This conveyance consists of
a small cart exactly like that I have previously at-
tempted to. describe, called a bnyley, only that it
possesses the doubtful advantage of :1 cover—in shape
and size like a huge extinguisher—-which gives it
something the appearance presented by Juggeriiatlfs
car in the illustrated histories of India usually devoted
to the instruction of youthful minds, and renders it
topheavy, and very liable to be overset. The seat, or
body of the cart, in which the occupant has to sit, or
sustain himself as best he may, is about two or three
feet square at most. Of course there are no such
things as springs (what springs could have survived
such a road ?), and the machine went along, jolt, jolt,
swaying first to one side, then the other, a combination
of motions which, under any ordinary circumstances,
could not have consorted, even by the wildest flights
of imagination, with the idea of rest. It is one of
those hidden mysteries to which I have long ago
despaired of ever finding a clue, how two men, one
particularly remarkable for length of limb, could by
any possibility have managed to stow themselves away
in this Juggernath-locking conveyance. Yet it is
equally certain they did so, and not only that, but
managed to sleep, different extremities and divers
-portions of their limbs protruding from underneath
the bottom of the extinguisher-shaped covering, in-
tertwinecl and commingled in the most unaccountable
-posture imaginable. Not being provided with even
the doubtful convenience of a rut, I had not this re-
source open to me, and enjoyed what sleep I might,
at one time on my pony, at another on a camel, and
occasionally was lucky enough to be able to court the
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THE nnsnnr. 263
'dr0\\'sy god rolled up in a ho\vda.li on the elephant’s
hack. The instant we reached the halting-ground,
and my \viFe’s dooly was safely deposited, and the
ayah summoned, I looked Out for the spot where I
was least liable to intrusion from man or beast, and
threw myself recklessly down and slept, till the glare
of the sun’s rays, and the hustle of the camp,
aroused to life and work, Warned me of the inutility
of attempting such a course of conduct any longer.

The tract of country we were travelling over is
called the desert, and certainly it docs not helie its
name, but We did not sce its true chamcter dis-
played till We got beyond Balmeiu The features
were pretty much the same here; regular ranges of
sand-hills of very considerable elevation; not soft,
yielding sand, but complete hills covered with
brushwood, except in places. They Were said to be
the result of the sand. having collected, and formed
a nucleus, as it were, or a foundation for the super-
structure; tlle soil, however, becoming hardened by
moisture from the dews of heaven, and by the
growth of stunted shrubs that extend everywhere
in the utmost profusion, and intertwine their roots
beneath the upper surface of the ground. -

The accounts I have read of the deserts in other
parts of the world, such as Africa and Arabia, suit
so well the features of the track I am attempting
to describe that it is evident that the same causes
were in operation in both instances, which resulted
in the phenomena we now see. My theory may be
wrong, but it is my belief that these hills or ridges,
called sand-hills of the desert, are the result of
aqueous action on the surface of the land. which at
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264 THE irurinins IN‘ RAJPOOTANA.
a former epoch was probably submerged, and, either
from the uplifting of the soil, or the subsidence of
the water, was subsequently rescued from the sea,
and formed a portion of the dry land. The water in
running ofi‘ would hollow out for itself channels, the
direction of which would be determined by the nature
of the soil, and the intervening portions which , from
being of a harder and more unyielding nature than
the rest, would he avoided by the water, remained at
their former elevation, and the whole operation re-
sulted in a series of parallel ridges and depressions, or
hill and vale. Anyhow, it was tedious and toilsome
work getting the carts over these ‘ bits,’ as they call
them in the desert ; and had it not been for 'I‘yrwhitt’s
uneeasing exertions, and the extraordinary influence
he exercised over both men and bulloclcs, I verily
believe we should have been there to this day.

On moonlight nights our caravan looked most pic-
turesque, and I often centered oil’ the road, ‘to the
summit of the rising ground at a little distance, to
watch it winding along below me : the wilddooking
escort on their camels and horses, covered with gaudy
trappings; the matchloclts and steel, wherever visible,
glittering in the moon’s rays; the long line of carts
wending their way in single file; then the flanking
parties, mostly on camels, and the quaint ‘ ruts,’ with
their pyramidal coverings, the motley group following
in the rear, amid which the elephant towered like a.
large ship among a fleet of little boats, all passed below
me like a panorama, while ever and anon the sound
of laughter or the chorus of some rollicking song,
swept through the clear, bright air, and fell, mellowed
by distance, on the ear; while all around, far as the
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THE DESERT. 265
eye could reach, stretched an inte1'minable waste of
desert, stunted shrubs, and undulating ground, un-
hlessed by a single spot of verdure or cultivation, or
u single trace of human habitation. There is some-
thing glorious in the intense solitude of the desert, a
feeling akin to that one experiences on the sea shore.
There is a eliarm in the very luxury of desolation, a
music in the very intensity of silence, not even the
wailing ho\vl of the jackal being there to interfere
with the solemn stillness that reigns over everything.
One can easily imagine how it was that in ancient
times, when men thought it it duty to leave the only
place Where they could do their duty-—that is, the
busy world, where man meets rnan in the daily struggle
of life--and waste their intellectual energies in eon-
templation, they chose the solitude of the desert for
their resort. There is little indeed to admire during
the day, when the unelouded sun lights up everything-
with u distressing and monotonous glare, but at night,
when the stars shine brightly through the clear atmo-
sphere, or the moon sheds her gentle rays upon the
scene of solitude, a man can Feel the littleness of
earthly things, for there is nothing external, at all
events, to intervene between his soul and God.

The soil‘ is in most places covered with the stunted
shrubs and d\v:n-f bushes before spoken of’; at others,
with at soft or shifting sand, and occasionally we
passed large tracts in which wild eolocyntlz grew in
abundance. Here and there the soil is indurated eluy,
and at intervals intersected with deep and precipitous
ravines, most troublesome to caravans like ours, where
wheeled carts take the place of mules and cztmels‘, and
ladies and children are inside who must not be dis-
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266 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
turbed if it can be helped, still less upset. In other
places the ground is covered with a thorny species ot
grass, fatal almost to the headless Wayfarer, whether
mounted or on foot. So sharp are the thorns or
Spikes of grass, that they would penetrate at the
slightest touch the thickest corduroy, and, if’ a little
force is used, even the leather of a boot or shoe. The
dooly bearers especially found it most annoying, for
they generally ran along on bare feet; and though
they put on their shoes, their legs were still ex-
posed, and sufl‘ercd exceedingly. Had it not been
for a wee narrow path, which those who were carry-
ing the dooly could just manage to keep upon, while
the rest followed in single file, it would have been
impossible to proceed: the men would have been all
lamed in a single night. It may give some idea
of the sharpness of these spikes of grass, when I
say that even the elephant could not kneel down on
it to receive his burden; it penetrated the thick skin
with which that animal is covered, and the mahout
was forced to look about for a bare spot to allow the
creature to kneel on hefore we could mount.

Elephants are almost, if not quite unknown in Sind,
and the greatest excitement was caused by the ap-
pearance of such a gigantic beast in our train when-
ever we came to any inhabited place. WVhile en-
camped near a village or town, the people used to
turn out in crowds, and throng the spot where the
elephant was tied up all day long, watching its
motions, and seeing it devour its food with as much
and more interest than children do at home on a
first visit to a zoological garden. At a place called
Allyarka Tanda, which is a tolerably large town,

.
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LODGING IN GAOL. 267
with a good many inhabitants, it was most amusing
to see the crowd which collected round us at start-
ing. I was alone in the howdah, and behind the
rest of the party, and made my exit from the place
with certainly three-fourths of the Whole population
following me for near half a mile.

lVe had to regulate our halting places by the water,
which was p1'ooura.ble—sometimes tolerahly good, but
generally ln-aelcish and muddy-—0nly at intervals of
from twenty to thirty miles. The longer marches
were very tedious affairs. Several times \ve started
at sunset, and did not reach our ground till next
morning at seven or eight n.n.,—onee as late as nine ;
and when the starting hour arrived, I have often been
so utterly Wearied out from want -of rest, that it was
only by a great exercise of the will that I could
summon energy enough to mount. VVe had a good
rest, however, at Balmer, and again at :1 place called
Guclra, some four or five days further on. We halted
a clay there, and pushed on again to Omerhote.
Here there is a fort and 9. gaol ; the unhappy p1iso-
ners were turned out of their comfortable quarters to
make room for us, and as we \vere forced to halt here
for three clays, the accommodation thus provided for
us was most thankfully accepted. I and my wife and
child occupied a cell with adjoining court-yard, and
we may consider we have at any rate earned distinc-
tion, if nothing‘ else, for it is not every English lady
that has spent some days in the Omerhote gaol. This
place is mentioned in Sir C. Napier-’s life; but it has
acquired far greater fame as having been the birth-
place of the great Emperor Akbar, who was born
under a tree in the neighbourhood of the fort, while
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268 THE NUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

his father Humayoun was flying a houseless Fugitive
from his enemies. The natives still vencrate the spot,
and show the tree under which the great Emperor of
Hindostau struggled into existence.

The next place of note we reached was Mcerpore, a
large city, and the head-quarters of the civil oflicer of
the district, Lieutenant Tyrwhitt, \vho has a house
and large garden, with a farm-yard and all the other
accompaniments to a country residence in India.
Mcerpore is only about two days from I-Iyderabad
during the dry weather, but at the time we were
there the water from the river which overflows the
country at this season, had rendered the road impass-
able, and we were obliged to make a long detour to
avoid it ; this we only just succeeded in doing,
for it had reached the very edge of the road, and in
some places spread over it, and was rapidly advancing.
N0 little inconvenience was caused during the night
on this account, for the water unexpectedly come
down lower than Tyrwhitt had calculated on, and we
were again forced to deviate still further from our
direct route. However, our toils and wanderings
were destined to have an end, and as we drew nearer
and nearer Hyderabad, the prospect of soon reaching
onr (temporary) destination made us forget all the
minor inconveniences and troubles attendant on such
a journey, and cheered our flagging spirits.

On the morning of the goth, about eight A.M., \ve
came in sight of the fort of Hyderabad, and hailed
the unwonted spectacle of a European sentry mount-
ing guard at the postern gate with feelings which
only those can appreciate who have seen so much as we
had of native soldiers, and been so long at their mercy.
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At Hyderabad we were most hospitably received
hy Captain Lionel Dunsterville, deputy magistrate
in Sind, and his wife, and every attention was shown
us by the ofllcers and residents at the station.

The climate of Sind is better appreciated than it
used to be; probably drainage and other sanitary
measures adopted in localities occupied by European
residelits have had o great effect in rendering it less
obnoxious than it was in former years to the Euro-
pean constitution. The day after our arrival, the Ist-
Deeernber, a cold, hraeing north-east wind was hlowiug
across the elevated plateau upon which the station of
I-lyderabad is built, and the weather was just as cold
and licalthful as any I have ever felt in the Punjaub,
to which province, in point of climate, Sind is very
much assimilated.

The otlicers of the Bombay army received their less
fortunate brethren of Bengal with every kindness and
attention, nor can I speak too warmly ol‘ the open-
henrted hospitality of the Bombay army, wlienever it
has been my good Fortune to fall in with any portion
of it, and that was not seldom. In former days an
honest and honourable rivalry existed between the
two armies; we each had our own peculiar customs
and system of discipline, and in those days I could
without £1. blush uphold in argument the honour of
the army and Presidency to which I helonged; now,
however, matters were changed, and I appeared among
thein o. living, tangible, walking testimony to the
incilioiency and rotteuness of the system I had so
often stood up for. There was no denying it—tl.ie
Bengal army had gone, irretrievably gone, as it
deserved to go, and as everybody ought to have
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270 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

known it would go, and what could I say for it? I
was prepared for a little bantering at the first Bombay
mess I went to, but the subject was too serious to
joke about-, and too many of those I sznv around me
had lost dear relatives and friends, victims of the great
mutiny. Once, and once only, was the subject alluded
to in an odensive way, and that was by an artillery
ofiieer at Kurrachee, but my answer (in the some
spirit as that of the remark which called it forth) was
ready: ‘ Your men were just as bad as ours, for they
had all the will to mutiny, but wanted the pluck.’
And as regards the Poorbeeah portion of the Bombay
army, I believe this was the case. But it was o\ving
to the system that it did require more pluck to mutiny
in the Bombay Presidency than in Bengal. Nor let
it he supposed that the experimenthad not been tried.
At Kurraehee, at Hyderubu.d, at Shikzmpore, the epi-
demic broke out, but it was inet by vigorous measures,
such as were too often wanting in other parts ol‘
India, and suppressed ere the spark had burst into a.
flame. It was owing to the vigour and energy dis-
played by the Government of Sind as well as that of
the Punjaub during the rebellion, that our Indian
empire was, under Providence, preserved ; a character of
Government that stood out in striking contrast to the
indecision, vaeillation, and delay manifested in other
parts of the country. In Bengal and the North-west
Provinces, \vhile the authorities thought, debated,
consulted, the officers in Sind and the Punjauh acted.
While in Bengal and the North-West any officer, in
however high :1 position, who, Feeling himself equal to
the crisis, extricuted himself from the folds of red tape
that bound him hand and foot, and acted on his own
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responsihility, was hlnmed, rebuked, disgraced, and
even the proclamation of n Lieutenant-Governor was
annulled ; in Sind and the Punjauh, an officer who did
his duty and served his country well, wzissure of the
support of his superiors, encouraged, praised, rewarded.
Tllhilc in Bengal and the North-west rebellion was
comparatively u safe game to play at, in the Punjaub
and Sind it was held down by an arm us prompt to
arrest as to punish. ‘While in Bengal and the North-
west all the independent Europeans in the country
were alienated from the Government, thwarted in
their efforts to do good, rebuked for their otfers of
assistance, and degraded so far as to be ranked in the
same class as the natives who were in open rebellion,
in Sind and the Punjanh they were encouraged to
rally round the seat of Government, and to lend their
utmost aid in suppressing the revolt, While they were
incorporated with the ruling class now engaged in the
deadly strife of ruces. The present generation will
perhaps not acknowledge the services of the men who
saved India. The letters in the Times and powerful
connexions may tend to keep the luurels for a time
where they have placed them, and where they are not
deserved, but history will not fail to do justice to the
men who have proved themselves equal to the emer-
gency, and who behaved, in a. time of unprecedented
anxiety and danger, not with an apathy and silent
inaction, mistaken sometimes for calmness and self-
confidence, but who, with the courage and energy
of true Englishmen, threw themselves into the
breach, trusting in the God whose service they are
not ashamedto confess before men while engaged in
the performance of their duty.
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272 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
Hyderabad was formerly a place of great impor-

tance, being the residence of the chief Ameers of
Sind. The plateau upon which it is built is about
a mile and a lmlf long, and 700 yards wide, the height
about eighty feet ; the river is four or five miles from
the town and eantonment, and there is a very tolerable
road leading down to its banks. On the opposite side
is Kotree, a pretty little place, the head-quarters of
the Indus flotilla, whose c0mmande1'-in-chief‘ or com-
modore has a fine house and garden on the banks.
The journey to Kurracliee occupied about two days,
and we were fortunate in getting a passage in a new
steamer, the ‘ Frcrc,’ which had onlyniade one voyage
from Klll‘1‘ZlCl1EO to Kotrce. It was Saturday evening
when we drew near the harbour of Kurrnchee, and
right glad were we to find Ourselves in the still water,
for it was blowing hard, and the sea rising, and the
motion of a Hat~bottomed steamboat in a pitching
sea is unpleasant to such land-lubbers as we were.
Going ashore that night was out of the question, so
\ve made ourselves as comfortable as we could on
deck, the ladies occnpyi.ng‘ the cabins and saloons
below.

I know no place which has altered so much as
Kurrachee within the inst seven years. I first visited
it in 1849, immediately after the second Punjanl» cam-
paign, and had I been taken blindfold and put down
in the middle of the station, I should scarcely have
known where I was. “Then I visited the place again
in 1855, a handsome church had just been erected in ii
commanding site, whose tower is a.snfe landmark for
mariners approaching the coast, and distinguishable
from at long distance. The houses of the residents have
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been very much improved, and the general appearance
of the station vastly changed for the better. But it
is towards the harbour that the alteration is chiefly
remarkable. The landing-place is three miles from
the town, which must be passed on the way up to the
cantoninent ; a mole and road connecting the two have
been constructed at the cost of 3o,oooZ. There are
always a large number of native boats, or ‘ patimans,’
as they are called, lying at and near the pier, and there
is all the bustle and animation of a busy seaport town.

lVhen I was at Kurrachee there were three native
regiments there, one of which had been disarrned.
A wing (the left) of H.M.’s 7th ltoyal Fusiliers had
just arrived, and was under orders to proceed up to
the Punjaub immediately. My seryices having" been
already placed at the disposal of the Sind Govern-
ment for employment with anybody of troops in want
of an interpreter, I was, ininlediatcly on my arrival,
posted to the 7th Regiment in that capacity, and had
just four days to complete the requisite arrangements
for so long a. journey, procure the necessaries which I
had been deprived. of so long that I had almost learnt
to do without them, and'se11d my faniily to Bombay.

Christmas-day, 1 857, was anything but a merry one
to many, and it certainly was not so at Kurrachee,
which was full of people, all, the strangers at least,
unsettled and uncomfortable. Troops were landing
constantly, and being pushed up to the Punjaub as fast
as they could go; families there were in numbers,
bothof the upper and lower classes,ofl:icers’ and soldiers’
wives and children, all alike in one thing, separated
from fathers and husbands ; widows and orphan
children on their way to England ; wives whose
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2741 THE MUTINXES IN RAJPOOTANA.
l\11Sl){l'fl(lS had jnstrlelt them for the seat of War,
uncertain whether to remain there, and Wait till the
war was over, or to go hack to England or to Bombay ;
and others who had eoine out expecting to find their
hnshands waiting for them, and destined to disappoint-
ment. Several regiments had left England in the
orclinm-y course of relief, only having heard of the
beginning of the onthrenk, and supposing it would be
all over long; lielbre they reached the shores of India.
The oifieers ha-cl hrouglit their families with them. No
sooner, however, had they landed, and learnt the real
state of things, than they hml to take a hurried part-
ing from their wives and children, and send them
hack in many cases in the same ships in which they
came. One regiment I heard of-at a time when
every English soldier with n musket and bayonet in
his hand was worth his weight in silver nlmost—-
lmd brought out its women and had left its arms
in England, hy mistake.

Once more I was hound for the Punjauh. It seemed
as if fate had linked my f'ort»uues to the province in
some extmorilinrmy manner. For once during eleven
years’ service my regiment had been stationed out of
the country of the Five Rivers, and here I was, after
two months’ sojourn with it at Kurrnehee, under
0!‘L'lO1‘S again for the Punjnuh.

At twelve 0’cloel: on Christmas night, the henr when
our friends at home begin to get the n'1erriest,’cl1e
wing of the 7th Royal Fusiliers ptLl‘il(l€(l in the
burrnel: square. There was a. little delay while the
final preparations were heing completed : at last the
bugle sounded the advance, and I once more com-
menced my wanderings.
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CHAPTER XV.

CONCLUSION.

H:QlllElTER much further investigation may he
needed to elucidate the direct cause of the

mutiny, we can, I think, Forrn a pretty correct judg-
ment even now of its elleets upon the country and
our position in it. Undoubtedly this is much
stronger than it ever was before. Not only have we
got rid of a clungerous portion of the native army,
which would some time or other have imperilled
the existence of the empire, hut the natives have
learnt n. lesson they will not easily forget; not that
they have been treated lmrslily, not that as
Englishmen We have forgotten ourselves in the hour
of revenge—l'ur I suppose never before in the history
of the world was so slight a punishment inflicted on
a conquered nation in proportion to the offence-—-hut
they have found out how diificult it is, even with
everything in their favour, to drive the English out
of India. They had enormous arsenals, well stocked
with military stores, nlmost inexhaustible in quantity,
and of the very best sort, provided by ourselves, in
their possession; they had an immense force of
artillery, and guns almost without number; they had
nearly the whole of the late Bengal native army,
provided, he it recollectcd, with English arms,
ziccoutrements, and ammunition. They took us hy
surprise when the European force in India, was at
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276 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

its lowest limits, and at the very first outset got
possession of many of our most important forts and
strongholds. Above all they had Delhi, and the
advantage of the prestige aiForde<l to their cause by
the fact of it descendant of the house oi’ Timour being
seated on the throne. Should at second outbreak
occur, as some predict, h0\v difierently would they he
situated? The country has been pretty effeetllally
disarmecl; if any heavy pieces of ordnance are in
existence at all, they must be carefully concealed,
buried under ground, where rust will soon niaterially
injure them. Our important arsenals and forts are
in the hands of European soldiers; and the present
native army, if it mutinied, as it very possibly may
attempt to (lo, would not be of any value scarcely
compared to the last. Fears are expressed in man y
quarters that the Sikh army may attempt to recover
the Punjuub, but this is hardly likely as long as the
trslditionatry policy of the Punjeub Government is
carried on—a policy instituted by Sir Henry, and
acted on by Sir John Lawrence. The power that
holds Peshawar, Amritsur, Lahore, Sealhot, Mooltnn,
and Kurraohee, may well be considered to have the
Punjzmb safely in its grasp. Nor even have we much
to fear as 11. nation from religious fimaticism. A
great deal has been said of our utter helplessness if
assailed by the whole population: men have taken
the trouble to demonstmte how, if each native in the
country contributed a handful of sand, they might
bury the whole European inhabitants of India under
a sancl-heap; and so no doubt they mighl>-if the
latter let them do it. But if nothing else has been
proved during the rebellion, this much has been set

r
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beyond at doubt, that the natives of India are by numy,
many degrees an inferior race to the Anglo-Saxon ; they
never can compete with them, they never can resist
them. That we shall have éiizezzics, rnutinies, dis-
turbances, and occasional massacres (only on a small
scale, it is to be hoped) for many years, perhaps for all
time to come, is only to be expected-—snch things
bctoken the normal state of Indin—but I do not see
any human probability of our ever being forced to
abandon the country, or of our being destroyed in it.
The fetters were upon India before the outbreak of
1857 ; now they are riveted. There is on cnd to all
mundane calamities, and even the period of Lord
Canning’s administration must one day draw to a close,
and India, relieved of the incubus that now oppresses
all her faculties, and almost deprives her of vitality,
will be able to raise herself and breathe again, and
a state that shall have survived five years of such
misrule as we shall have seen when that time comes,
can be safely considered capable of surviving any-
thing.

I ca-ll the outbreak 11 rebellion because, though it
commenced with a military mutiny, it speedily ex-
tended itself and changed its cliamcter, and there is
every reason to believe that circumstances will be dis-
covered tending to prove the existence of an organized
conspiracy against the British Government. The
population of the country had no love for us. It would
have been strange if they had. Wlint did they owe to
us ? Nothing. The widely-circulated notion that the
natives had never been happy and contented till they
came under British rule will never be 0l1lIG1'iJ{LlD0(l by
any one who has seen them in independent states
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278 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

under native rule. The corruption and vcnality of
our law-courts and subordinate law oftlcers has of late
years hegun to he exposed ; had the natives any-
thing to thank us for on that score? But we brought
them the blessings of civilization-they were not f':n~
enough advanced to appreciate them. Our professions
were a great deal too vast and high-sounding to be
put faith in. Vlle might as well attempt to persuade
the illiterate and semi-hzu'harous inhabitzznts of Hin-
dustan that we tried to govern the country for their
good, and not for our own profit, as to induce them to
believe that the Government had no design against
their religion in giving them 2i liberal education in
the State schools. It is the nature of men to judge
others hy their own standard, and the natives of India
judge of us by theirs. By for the greater portion of
the population never came in contact with an English-
man at all, and of those who did, a great port eu-
eountered the Anglo-S:ixon iu some unpleasant wily,
either as a inagisti-ate deciding a case against him,
01‘ perhaps mvarding some punishment, or as a hard
tax-gatheror, only more hated than the race of
tax-gatherers or revenue collectors who Went before,
inasmuch as his eomnmnds were more inexomhle,
and there was less chance of escaping from his clutches.
Of the large, very large majority that never knew
practically what an Englishman was, neo.1'ly the whole
would have heard plenty about him; and what did
they hear? “That did the inhabitants of Oude think
ahout us ?--the very people, perhaps, of all others, that
ought to have heard nothing but what was favourable,
seeing that they were so intimately connected with
our Sepoys, and had seorcely a. village among them in
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which there were not some pensioners who had served
their time, or some relatives of men killed in action
under the British Gevernineut, who were dependent
on its bounty for their support. Even these people
believed we were slayers of men and wonien, and that
the 1511;-lisli soldier refresherl himself after zi :luy’s
work by a meal of cl1ilclren’s llesh. There was sup-
posed to be some ivonclerful specific in common use
aino11§_§us,ma(le out of the houes of chililren killed
for the purpose. The gross injustice so often perpe-
trated umler the name of law in our own previuees—to
whom was that ascribed but to the English magis-
trate? The native subortlinntes of our civil and cri-
minal courts, allowed on all hands to he most corrupt,
never took zt bribe, or gnwve rt blew, or subjected 2|.
victim to torture, but he (lid it in the nzmie of the
‘ Sahib.’ \\’lmt\v0nrle1'tliat when the S¢.‘p(>_)’S took the
lend, and proclaimed the British Government over-
thrown, tliousamls huiletl the intelligence us good
news of better times? The only marvel is thut there
was 21‘ single native in the country on our side. And
that there were so nmny speaks volumes in favour not
so much of British rule, as of the clmrneter of’ those
who formed the executive.

Tl1at\velizive never much to fear from st general
rising of the population is evident to any one who has
studied the practical features of the late revolt. The
Rnjpoots are :1 warlike race—-at least they always carry
arms—:m<1 are strong, if not in present spirit, at any
rate in i1‘£1LlltiO11 and heroic stories of the past, yet zi
small band of Sepoys, (llSO1‘g‘{lDlZ(3(1 to a great extent
by mutiny, and rleprivenl of their English oflicers,
marched through the whole territory of Marwzir, and

yr
l

»

*2zzruui l

Sc; .»‘=i;:'n

.‘a'§izu'111

ienemi
-1 l ‘1\.'.1

'11;-1:13 S



‘in;é

ji?t’E*

l

l V

iii,

3”

4;.

lltit ,

2'

‘rm
5 J l,l'

.l1"?'
I‘
:1

280 T1-IE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
carried terror with them wherever they went, in spite
of the exertions of the Maharaja to induce his subjects
to stop them. In one day he might have assembled
a force of armed men as many as ten to one against
the mutinous Jodhpore Legion, but the people were
afraid to go near them. They were a scourge to the
country ; they went where they pleased, and did exactly
What they liked. The some thing may be said of 2|.
band of Sepoys with British officers, only their eflhct
would be probably ten times as great as without ; and
a compact force of English soldiers might march
through the length and breadth of the land carrying
victory with them. The manner in which the late
campaign against the rebels has been conducted has
given the natives o very low idea of English states-
manship, but of the prowess of English soldiers they
have acquired a most exalted notion. An anecdote I
heard in Oude will show how far native soldiers are to
he dreaded in the field. A civil officer was riding along
the road in that district one day during Lord Clyde’s
last campaign. The British army had taken the field,
but the country through which our solitary horse-
man was wending his way-—likc the heroes in. James’s
novels—was in possession of rebels. His steed was,
unlike the animals usually bestridden by the worthies of
romance alluded to, lame, and the rider was unarmed.
He was pursued, if pursuit it can he called, by three
well-mounted and well-armed rebels, who emerged
from the jungle on the side of the road. To fly was
impossible, as the lame horse would soon he overtaken ;
to stand and make at fight for it was equally out of the
question, as the Englishman had no arms; so as it was
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useless to walk away from the rebels, he turned and
walked towards them. They stood, watched his steady
advance for a. few seconds, and then turned and fairly
fled from the field.

Natives are no doubt liable to sudden impulses and
fits of excitement, under which they are capable of
doing deeds of valour. From temporary outbursts of
this kind we shall always he in danger of suffering,
and it is against these that we must chiefly guard.
Religions fanaticism is undoubtedly the strongest
incentive to impulsive action that can he put in opera-
tion, and every one knows what a, large share of the
origin of the late rebellion is to be attributed to this
ennse. There is, I believe, more excitement on the
subject throughout the country new than many are
disposed to admit. It is well known that in nume-
rous parts of the country the Quecn’s proclamation
was interpreted to signify that lieneefbrwnrd the
natives might revert to old usages and customs which
had been put down by the Government. Three cases
of suttee have lately taken place in the North-west
Provinces; formerly such a thing was never heard of.
The people appear to think that, finding how distaste-
ful to them were the laws and regulations of civilized
society, we—-at least Her Majesty’s Government~—had
determined to cease their introduction into the
country, and let them revert to the old order of
things. Yet it is strange that while the natives hold
this idea, at stronger attack than was ever yet
made is being organized against the lmlwarhs of their
superstition. The education question is :1. difficult
subject to handle, yet I cannot close these desultory

v

" .i

,.

Q‘ ,

1:",

§’rmeli:i J

L iq Alum

Shnmi

lam.-mi
.1 l‘.i.‘»1

‘nurul 3



IO 00 I5 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOO'l‘AI\'A.

reinarks without doing what little may lie in my
power to urge upon the English people the necessity
of pausing; and reflecting carefitlly before they act in
this matter of State education. T110 movement that
is now going on in England in 1859, unless g-niiled by
temperate and Cltfill‘-llklilllefll men, is calculated, if any-
thing can, to raise :1 general revolt in India. An
crlucatiun, such as an English Government need not be
ashamed to give, must be conducted on Christian prin-
ciples; at least, as Englislmien we have need to be
ashamed of ever having given any other. In many
parts oi’ India, I believe, such an education might be
ol'Tercd to the people Without producing any evil
effects, or raising any suspicion. But the Worst of our
system of Government is, that diflicnlt and important
questions, allhcting the whole en1pirc,ure too often
settled in Calcutta, or at the seats of Government, by
members of that Government who forget that all the
numberlcss races and tribes of1n(lia—i'uces and tribes,
be it recolleoted, in every conceivable stage of eiviliZ;\_
tion, from the barbarous and linlf-naked dcnizen of the
mountains and forests, to the polished, subtle inhabi-
tant of our military cantonnients and large cities-—
are not fitted for one and the same legislation.
That measures which in one part of’ the country
would be safe and beneficial, in another are calculated
to breed clisaflcctioii, suspicion, revolt. And so
it is with education. In many places the Bible
might be introduced into Government Schools, and
Christianity openly taught without exciting so much us
amurniur or a thought of suspicioii ; in others it would
be held to verify the prophecies and warnings we have
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heard so much about of late, that the Kuffirs were
bent on inakiug every one Kaifirs like themselves.
But no discretion is allowed ; the measure, it passed at
all, is to be universal in its opers.tion. There must be
one law for all.

\Thz1t India wants has been told often before, and
by mimy ahlcr pens than mine. Yet I maybe ex-
cused, perhaps, for raising one more voice in f'avonr
ofthe course which prudence and common sense in
vain cull for against prejudice and traditional policy.
Much discretionrwy power must be entrusted to indi-
vidual officers; no one system of Government, no set
of regulations, however well drawn up, will ever
suit the diverse cases and peculiar ciroumstmiees in
which the magistrate is called upon to act. The ud-
ministmtion must be n-iaide as personal as possible;
every oificer must learn to govern his district by his
own personal influence, and let it be an established
rule that Q oivil oflieer who is the most respected, the
most feared, and the most liked in his district, shall
bc the first to be promoted, without reference to
regulation, or examination, or rod tape. The species
of government required for India (I am speaking of
the provinces and not of the Presidency towns) is as
distinct from that required for a country like
Eng-land as one thing‘ can possibly be from another.
Englishmen in England cannot learn the art; no
course of instruction at college can teach it, no book
can describe it, no lecturer delineate it. It must
be acquired by experience, and the ofiicer who
mixes the most With. the natives of all classes, and
rides or drives about his district unattended by a host
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2841 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.
of ehuprassees and hangers-on, and a 1-etimie of offi-
eious servants, and who is guided in his duty by a
conscientious desire to act justly and kindly towards
those whose welfm'e_anr1 happiness Providence has
placed in his hands, will be the first to acquire that
practical knowledge of it which alone constitutes the
efficiency of an Indian magistrate.
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CHAPTER XVI.

ADDITIONAL REMARKS-

‘ZXLTI-IOUGH the real history of the mutiny has
yet to be Written, and the origin of it is so deeply

seated as to have hitherto buflied all efforts at inquiry,
suflieient time has elapsed to enable us to see pretty
clearly how it has aflected our position in India, and
what our chances are, humanly speaking, for the
future. But before offering the few remzirks on this
snhject that have occurred to me as worthy of atten-
tion, I must say :1 word or two regarding the imme-
diate ‘Fons ct origo mali,’ the greased cartridges.
Since the former portion of this narrative was written,
I have accidentally acquired additional iirfbriiiation on
the subject from the best authorities, and as an erro-
neous impression respecting the conduct of Govern-
ment in the atfitir has been promulgated, and is
entertained by n large majority, it may he as well to
state what actually occurred.

For the purpose of teaching the use of the Enfield
rifle, three depots of instruction were established, as I
have before remarked, to which small parties ofseleoted
native officers and men from native infimtry regiments
were sent. In the regiments themselves no Enfield
rifles and no cartridges for them were issued. This is
very important to remember, because Whatever was
done in regard to the cartridges was done at the three
depots of instruction only, and neither rifles nor
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256 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

cartridges were sent anywhere except to the tlepfrts.
That n large portion of the Enfield rifle cl\1"tritlgeS
were greased is undeniable ; but I believe I am right
in stating that not ct single greased cartridge was
issnerl, for the purpose of being used in practice, to any
Sepoy. They must have got some into their pessesw
sion, because our party brought some with them
frorn the Unibzills depdt to Nussecrnbzul, and it was
by this means that I httll an opportunity of exznnining
them myselF. It has also been asserted that the
Sepoys of the Nusseeree battzilion, nominally :1
Goorkha regiment, were supplied with them zit their
own req\1est—a request preterretl ostensibly to demon-
strate their fidelity to Government.

The three depfits were respectively at Dinnclum,
Umhulla, and Seallrete. At eneh there was a good
deal of p1'eliininm'y rlrill to be gone througli, to tench
the men how to handle, how to take to pieces and put
together again, how to poise the rifle fur the aim at
different distances, how to make up the cartridge to
loud, &c.

The Dnmdnm clepfit was under commmnl of Captain
Bontein, and being near Calcutta, this ollieer was in
constant communication with the military secretary
to Government, General Birch. TVhile the instruction
was being carried on, and before the men had arrived
at the strige when it was necessary to load, Captain
Bontein communicated the following information to
General Birch. A Sepoy belonging to the zncl
Grenadiers, and attached to the party at the clepét,
was passing slang the road in the cantonment at
Dumtlum, when one of the inagaziiie elzissies nccosting
him, asked him for a drink of water. The Sepey

gli ‘
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replied that he had just bathed and filled his lota, and
not knowing the caste of the classic, doubted whether
he could give him a drink of‘ water out of his lotai.
On this the classic rejoined, ‘ You talk of caste l why,
where will your caste be a few days hence, when you
are made to bite cartridges which are greased with
bullocks’ and cows’ fat ?’ The Sepoy spread the story
at once among his comrades at the rlepbt, and some
of them having gone to the arsenal in Fort Vvilliam,
ascertained tliat there were greased cartridges there.
I may observe here, in passing, that two separate
and distinct objections were urged against the cartridges
by the men; one was that the paper composing them
had already been greased, and the second that the
grease into which the end of each cartridge had to
he dipped before loading was of impure material.
There was no doubt about the latter. The objection-
able materials were being used in the arsenal, where
the grease was being made up, and no doubt the
Sepoy of the znd Grcnaclicrs, who was the first to
communicate the intelligence to his comrades, and set
the snowball rollinf_,r, made a good deal of his dis-
covery that the grease was actually being prepared
just as the elassie had said. It was no less true that
the grease was never issued, but the suspicions of the
men had been aroused, and were subsequently eon-
firmed by the fact that it was undeniably in course of
preparation.

As soon as General Birch had received this infor-
mation, he addressed a letter to the Inspector-General
of Ordnance, calling for an immediate report on the
grease made for the cartridges in the arsenal, and the
reply was that there probably was beef fat used in it.
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25$ THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

ll'itl1out any delay, General Birch, by order of the
Governor-General, telegraphed to the depots of in-
struetion at Urnballa and Sealkote, proliibitiug the
issue of any cartridges except in a dry state, and
directing that the officers commanding the depots
should send proper men from among those under their
command into the bazaars to procure such materials
for greasing the cartridges as were unobjectionable in
the eyes of either Mahoinetans or Hindoos. A court of
inquiry was also assembled at Dumdum to hear What
the Sepoys had to allege against the cartridges, and
the glazediappearance of the sized paper in which
they were enclosed was objected to. It would appear
that the men’s objections on this occasion were over-
ruled. While the investigation was being carried on,
a native present produced a ‘khareeta,’ or royal letter,
sent by Goolah Sing, the Malmroja of Cashmere, to
an olficcr who was travelling in the valley. The
paper used by the natives is glazed, and has just the
same appearance as that of which the cartridges
were made. The objector was called upon to examine
the two, and point out the clillereuee. He was obliged
of course to confess there was none.

Now, seeing that the measures taken by Govern~
ment were in time to stop the issue, and seeing‘ that
no Sepoy was ever called upon by authority to touch
a greased cartridge at all, how is it possible to account
for the tremendous effect produced, except on the
theory of a premeditated plot, and a regularly
organized conspiracy? "Who then was the active
agent ?

I think it is much to be regretted that the opposite
theory should ceived as true, because it will
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necessarily have the eflfeet of’ 1._'".venting further in-
quiry, and if it turns out to be true, after all, that
there was a directing agent, it is a pity he should be
allowed to remain any longer 'Ii7ZL‘0_!]1L£f0.

The cartridge question, dry as it is, ma-y, after all,
be the means of all'orv.liJ1g a clue to the 01‘lglI1 of the
whole disturbance, just as it proved the engine in the
hands of the clisn-lfected to ruin the army.

Another unfnrtunzite occurrence took place at the
same time, which had the undoubted elleet of
strengtliening the suspicions already engemlerezl in the
mind of the Sepoy, and that was the issue of cartridge
paper of a different colour from that which the men
were aecustomecl to, from the mannfxlctory at Scram-
pore. This was merely accidental.

I have before alluded to the introduction of a. new
system of platoon exercise. The history of it was as
follows. ‘Vhen the objection of the Sepoys to the
Eufield cartridge was first brought to the notice
of Government, it was determined (suggested in the
first instance, I believe, by Captain Bontein and
General Birch) to introduce a system of platoon
exercise which should obviate the necessity of the
soldiers putting the cartridges to their mouths at all.
The Inclizui Government having at once adopted the
idea, sent to the Horse Guards suggesting‘ or request-
ing that the new system, having been introducetl
into India, might be introduced throughout the
Whole British army, for the sake of uniformity. The
Horse Guards signified their approval, and the altera-
tion was nmde. The only man in authority who
objected was Sir Pa/trick Grant, Commander-in-Chief
of Madras ; but the supreme military authority having
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290 THE MUTINIES IN RAJI’OOTAl\’A.
confirmed it, his objections were of course over-
ruled.

Now, all this was done on the hcst motive in the
world ; but it will be, I think, apparent to every
one that it was very bad policy. Suspicious of the
intention of Government with regm'd to the new
certrirlges were universally entertztincrl by the native
army. The men, however, were solemnly assured over
and over again that their suspicions were groundless,
that they would not he required to use the ohnoxious
articles; yet at the same time a. new platoon exercise
is introduced, with the very object of obviating the
necessity for putting the cartridge to the mouth.
If the Government stated what was not the truth, how
could its asseverntion be depended on, and what might
not its policy be? if it stated the truth, why introduce
u new system of platoon exercise at all? The inference
was obvious and inevitable, and we may he sure did
not escape the notice of the Scpoys, whose attention
was now thoroughly aroused, who watched every pro-
ceeding of Govcrnmentjealously and carefully, and who
were in at frame of mind which rendered them almost
incapable of judging fairly, while they fell an easy
prey to the machinations of designing men.

VVhile therefore future history will acquit the
Government of wilfully ignoring the question, it
cannot but attribute to it on error, or succession of
errors in policy which were attended with the most
disastrous results. Not that the mutiny would have
been prevented had there been no such thing in the
world as an Eufield rifle. Had the cartridge grievance
never turned up at all, some other matter would have
hecn made on instrument for kindling the flame
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which was already smouldering in the breasts of the
Sepoys, and ready to burst forth at any moment it
might find :1. vent.

Disastrous as were the immediate consequences of
the outbreak, we cannot but entertain the hope that
they will be overruled by Providence to our good 5
nay, we may even now see many instances in which
good has already resulted from it. Our position in
India is undoubtedly far stronger than before; not
stronger than we imagined it, but stronger than
we now know it to have been. In the expressive
words made use of the other day by a native of rank
while conversing with me on the subject, the ‘spirit
of disatfection has burnt itself out, and is reduced to
ashes.’ The chains of British dominion which before
held the Indian people in subjection are now
riveted, and without powerful external aid it seems
impossible, humanly speaking-, that they should ever
he shaken ofi". Vllliile we cannot but condemn the
policy of Government in raising so large a native
army anew on the ruins of the old, we cannot be
blind to the fact that the power of combination
which the former army possessec1——thougl1 they made
so little use of it--is beyond the reach of the present.
Less useful as a support to the State, because formed
of inferior material, they are less dangerous as
internal foes. I am alluding now to the troops
raised in Hindostan; the Sikhs of course, of whom
there are now about 90,000 in the service of Govern-
ment, would, if they were to mutiny, form a most
dangerous enemy, far more so than the old Sepoys.
But it is to he hoped that the Government will he
wise in time, and though it has not learnt as much
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292 THE MUTINIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

as we could wish by the past, yet it must be blind
indeed to the best interests of the empire if it neglects
to adopt measures which will make a. combined move-
ment on the part of the Sikhs almost an impossibility.

It must, I think, be obvious to every one who
has studied the history oi‘ the rebellion, that the
cause which operated more than any other in
hampering the Government ancl pa-ralysing its action,
was the enormous and unwieldy size of the Presiclency
over the greater part of \vhich rebellion was one
time raging. I have before alluded to the evil which
resulted from officers in high and responsible situa-
tions being afraid to act for themselves, and being tiecl
down by orders transmitted from the seat of Govern-
ment, a thousand miles off perhaps from the scene of
action. IF the Presidency were broken up into three
or more minor Governorships, the authority would be
more concentrated, its influence more rapidly commu-
nicated to the executive, officers would feel more free-
dom of action, and be more capable of consulting their
superiors, and would feel more confident of support;
the actual intercourse between the head of a com-
paratively small province and his subordinates being-
mucli greater in a. dependency the size of the Punjauh
or Sind than in so iviclely-spread a domain as that of
the whole Bengal Presidency. It has been frequently
asserted that the Punjaub was saved owing to the
accident of telegraphic communication between
Lahore and Calcutta having been cut oil’; the able
and energetic Governor of the Punjaub was thus
thrown on his own resources, and in a position where
he could act independently, and follow the guiding of
his own almost unei-ring judgment. Had he been
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able, he would have been forced to refer every question
to Calcutta, where it would have been discussed by a
council, nearly every member of which was practically
ignorant of the country beyond the suburbs of Cal-
cutta ; and whether his suggestions were confirmed or
ncgativml, in either case time would have been lost,
and with it that which told with iinnicnse force upon
the excited minds of the inliubitnnts of the Punjaub
and the country north oi'Delhi--the vigorous action of
a dictator bent on czirrying out his will, and turning
every instrument within his reach into a nieaus of re-
establishing’British power.

When the outbreak occurred we were taken at
every disadvantage; everything was against us. The
number of European soldiers in the country had been
reduced to an unpreccdcntcdly low limit. Never before,
since our empire had begun to extend itself, had
India been denuded to such an extent of English
soldiers. The native army, on the other hand, was
strong out otall proportion. Almost all our strong"-
holds, and arsenals, and treasures were either in their
hands, or at any rate within their reach. They had all
the prestige which the adherence to their cause of the
lineal descendant of the house of Tiniour ecnld give.
To fill€i1"lp(!ill‘il£\1C£0bl16l'(‘ was scarce a sing-le circum-
stance wanting that could contribute to render their
success certain, yet they Failed, and that sigmilly.
It is scarcely within the bounds of possibility that :1
similar combination of circumstances can occur again,
nor is it at all probable that we shall ever again have
such a number of incompetent inen in situations of
authority in almost every dcpzwtnient of the State.
If we have a second rebellion, the chances are at any
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294 THE MUTINIES IN nnirooriim.
rate a hundred to one that we shall not have a weak
government at the time, and with >1 strong one
attempts at revolution would be harmless, even as the
mutiny of 1857 would have been, had it been dealt
witl1'by a strong haucl, and strangled at its birth.

The disarming of the country, which, tliough not
thoroughly carried out, has been completed to a
certain extent, is another undoubtecl source of future
security. There may be thousands of sinaller Weapons
concealed in the rural districts that have escaped the
vigilance of our magistrates, but Oude is no longer
full of forts bristling with cannon ; we have no native
artillery to supply rebels with ready-inacle batteries,
and troops of horse artillery efficiently equipped ; our
arsenals, well stocked with ordnance and mnmunition,
are no longer in the hands of native soldiers, so that
were a rebellion to occur, it is really difficult to see
Where the ilisaffeeted could procure their guns, and
without them natives are powerless.

One remarkable feature in the late rebellion was
the want of support it met with from the higher
orders, and men of influence and good family in the
country. Vrlith very Few exceptions, the principal
men in India stood aloof. It is true many, even of
those reputed loyal and treated as such, wavered in
their allegiance, and, true to their national cliaructer
as Asiaties, contrived to secure themselves on both
sides, so that if their mainstay, the British Govern-
ment, failed, they miglit fall upon their feet. And
this was not (liffieult. They could Write to the
puppet King of Delhi and express their sympathy
with his cause, but beyond that, they would allege,
it was impossible for them to go. They were ready,
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they would urge, to join, directly the defeat of the
British troops gave them room and freedom of action.
Many, however, abstained from doing even this, but
honestly and heartily aided the Government. The
Maharaja of Pattiala deserves especially to be men-
tioned, because he was in a position where he could,
had he been so disposed, have inflicted perhaps greater
injuries upon us than any other native prince. Yet his
alliance was hearty and entire. It was not so with
some other chiefs who have nevertheless, out of
motives of policy—whether good or bad I will not stop
now to inquirc—been treated and rewarded as if they
really were what they pretended to be. Had all or any
of the independent chiefs, men of family and great
influence in the country, placed themselves at the head
of the rebels, the result of the mutiny would have
been very different from what it was.

In a future attempt to throw ofi‘ our yoke, if
such be made, it is scarcely possible that this
important fact should be left out of the calcula-
tions of conspirators. Witliont men of influence
to lead them, their cause would fail as it failed before ;
and with the experience of the past before their eyes,
no independent chief, unless driven by ill-treatment or
unwise policy into rebellion, is likely to come forward
to head a movement against us. The British Govern-
ment as the paramount power, supported on all sides
by the heartyalliance of the neighbouring States, would
be impregnable. That support the States are ready
and willing to accord. They are iiowdgoirnd to us by
closer ties than ever existed before, nor, as long as the
British Government is true to its o\vn interests, will
these ties ever he broken. ‘ As long as we rest our

a
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empire on the sound basis of {L firm government and
British cannon (for he it recollec-ted that physical force
is, after rill, the only real foundation on which every
governnient depends) We shell never want the hearty
and vigorous support. of allied States; if, by foolish
policy or niismanagenient, or a desire to s:ieril‘iceevcry-
thing to principles of government plausible in theory
but faulty in practice, we weaken our position, we shall
be abandoned to our fate by our allies, who, however
willing to support the IJ{Ll‘€lD1OLI11l'| power to serve their
own ends, have, We may be sure, no desire to be buried
under its ruins. To side with the strongest is the
ruling principle of Asiatic (perhaps of all human)
policy. In giving us their support, the inclependent
States in nowise ran counter to the national charm-
teristic. Wlhut is so much to the credit of these
princes, is not that they acted contrary to their here-
ditary policy, but that they had the good sense, and
tact, and wisdom to see clearly through the cloud of
difficulties that beset us, and, without being dazzled by
the temporary success of the rebellion, and the appear-
ance of things upon the sn1~fnce, beheld in the buck-
ground the resources of the British Empire and the
power of civilization, and acted accoi-dingly.’*

A great deal too much stress has been laid by many
writers who advocate the immediate I'ormu.tion of
milivziyszit any expense, upon their political results as
affording nsonrce of“ security to the empire. Some go
so far as to assert that when the chief lines of ruilway
are completed, We shall he able to dispense with 21. large

* Delhi Gazette, Dec. 13, 185g.
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portion of our European force, and look forward to the
time when the expenditure under the head of military
requirements will be capable of reduction to the extent
ofhalf its present amount, by diminishing the European
garrison of India. Those on Whom rests the responsibi-
lity of maintaining the British Indian Empire in its
integrity would do well to pause and reflect ere they
sanction any practical application of this grievous
error. The iinportance of railways in a commercial
point of view, and their powerful elfect in stimulating
enterprise and in facilitating the transport of country
produce from inland districts to seaport or market-
toivns, it is not my intention to under-rate, nor can it
be denied that as a means of moving troops long dis-
tances at short notice they will prove invaluable ; but
if we trust them to such an extent as to reduce mate-
rially our European force on the ground that the
rcrnziiiiing portion of it can be so easily tmnsported
from one place to another, that fifty tliousand men
then will be as good as a hundred thousand now, we
shall meet with disaster. The arrangements that in
India devolve upon the comnlissariat department for
the transport of troops and supplies are brought as
near perfection as they can be. Carriage is diflicult
to procure and expensive to keep up; still the Govern-
ment manage to procure it in almost any quantity,
and have little or no diflieulty in keeping" it up, because
it is almost always ivantcd and almost nlwa-ys kept up.
Let us trust entirely or mainly to railways for means
of transport, and in a very short time the wheels of
the commissariat machine that are now in good
working order will become rusted from disuse, and
incapable of being set in motion. On the occasion of
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298 THE l\IU’I‘lNIES IN RAJPOOTANA.

a revolt in any part of India ten rebels armed \vith
axes and c1'owb:u's would be able in one night to break
up 21. line of rail, and effectuzxlly stop all communication
between a garrison or depot of troops and 21 disturbed
district. India is not like England, where such mi injury
to a line might be repaired in :1, few hours. I am not
speaking of the danger of accident to a large body of
troops moving by rail, which might be averted by
common prudence, that would, under such circum-
stances, no doubt be exercised, but of the impossibility
of maintaining communication. l/Vc must not forget
that the natives of Indie are capable of combination.
We used to imagine that nothing would ever serve to
reconcile the Hindoos and lllalicmetzins, and to induce
them to act in concert against it third sect. It was
the commonestthing in the world for men to say, and
for almost every one in Indie to think, that happen
what miglit, we should always have cither the one or
the other race allied in its integrity to us. Experience
has proved the fallacy of this. The Zl!1l21lg'011iS!Il 0freli-
gious animosity is not irreconcilable, and thougli the
late revolt has shown how badly the co-operation of
difFerent bodies of rehels was managed, it has proved
that different races and sects can suppress mutual
enmity when they have a. common object in view.
Experience has taught them the importzuice of com-
bination ; they cannot lhil to see that lmd they acted
in concert all over Indie in 1857, success was certain.
Long lines of railway running necessarily for immense
distances through tracts often uninhabited, must he
left to the guzwdizinsliip of niitivc police. A handful
of men could in an hour stop all colnmunication at
any given spot, and before the mischief could be re-

¢

___.__.______.___i_ I



BRITISH FORCE NECESSARY. 299

paired whole emhankments might be cut away, thc
line torn up and destroyed for miles, and the whole
railway rendered useless. A native of rank, conversing
on the late rebellion, remarlzed to an officcr—-‘ There was
one thing we totally forgot, and that was the tele-
graph.’ This omission would not occur agaiii. VVith
our telegraphic communication cut 011° entirely, and
our railway rendered useless for a time, with no other
means of transport ready at hand, and no carriage of
ordinary kinds zwailahle (which would be the case if
we had ceased for any length of time to require it),
and a combined movement against us originated in
many dilferont parts of the country simultaneously,
we should be worse 0H’ than we were in I857, or
before a milc of permanent way ever reached these
shores.

It cannot he impressed too strongly upon the
British public and tlic Home G-ovcrnment, that India
is only to he retained by an overpowering British
force. Seventy-five or eighty thousand men should
he the minimum strength of our European army.
The country may be held with less; a brigade of
British soldiers, ably handled and well led, may
reconquer :1 whole province. But it is not our object
to be perpetually at war with our fello\v-subjects, to
be perpetually putting down ti/'/‘lMl£h'8. Ylde can con-
quer Asiutics with ease, we can bent them at the
greatest odds, we can take their strongest fortresses
even when at cvory disadvantage. But our object is
to maintain peace, to improve the condition of the
people, to promote civilization, commerce, education ,-
and the bcst way, nay, the only way to do it, is to
discourage strife, and suppress as far and as speedily
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as possible that unhappy antagonism of race that has
always existed, and that has been so much fostered
by late events. It is not enough to he able to crush
disuffection when it openly displays itself“, to
trample out the flame of rebellion when the confl:1gra-
tion has begun; we must tzikc up such a position in
the country us will etteetuolly prevent all attempts at
throwing-oil our yoke. As long as the natives see no
hope, no chance of success in :1 st1'11gg'le ug-ziinst us,
we may be sure they will not try it. To reduce
materially our British force, and to hold India as we
held it before, is to induce rehellion. W'e throw a
tempting l>:1it—~the hnit oi’ independence--hcf01;e the
natives, and when they attempt to take it we punish
them, and the land is deluged with blood ; with the
blood of our own countrymen and countrywoxncu, and
with that of the natives themselves. It may suit the
purposes of certain parties in Eng-lu.ml to dwell upon
the Utopian scheme of holding a. great part of Asia.
by moral influence-the force of emluczition, the
willing subjection of many millions of aliens, are high
sounding phrases-but history will tench us that no
country and no people in the world, least of all in
the Asiatic continent, were ever held in suhjcction
by such means. Let us by an overwhelniing supe-
riority of physical force retain the country, keep it
safe from external attacks and maintain peace Within ;
and when :1 century has passed, our successors may be
able to dispense with the greater part of their English
troops. Till then, the attempt to (lo so \vi1l_be pren1a.~
ture, and will end in nothing but disaster.
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Dr. I|1'ur2'a_y’s Nariwiive qf iris Esczrjae from Neerzzzac/l
an i/re zziy/it Q/‘t/Le lllzofiizy, June Me grzl, 1357.

Tun explosion at Neemuch took place on the night of
the 3rd June. For many days before, I, in common with
othe1's,i'eltthz1t we were upon 21 mine, and expected n
‘ smash’ at any given signal ; it was owing, I fully believe
(under Providence), to the tact and management of
Colonel Abbott, that. it waszwcrtcd for a time.

From the day we heard of the clisastrous outbreak at
Meerut and horrible massacre at Delhi, no end of reports
were constantly flying about, set on foot by uwctches
anxious for our overtlirow and the 1'est01‘i1ti0n of the
Mahornetan rule; indeed it soon became evident that
unless Delhi was speedily retnken, Neemuch would go.
Scurcely n. night passed but incendiary fires blazed in
difi'erent directions, and on two or three occasions panics
were ‘got up‘ in the bazaars, alarm bugles sounded in
camp, drums heat, and the whole station was in com-
motion.

On the rst ofJune, Colonel Abbott assembled the whole
of the native ofiicers of the diil'crcnt regiments composing
the brigade, and talked to them so persuasively that they
agreed to swear, in the most solemn manner, that they
would remain loyal to the State, and stand by their Euro-
pean oflicers in any emergency. Oaths were accordingly
token; the' Maliometans swore on the Koran, and the
Hinrloos on the waters of the Ganges, or whatever else
was most sacred to them. After this solemn compact, con-
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fidence was restored, hut only until the following day, for
the Se-poys then heard that the troops at Nusseerabad
had mutinied, and the most exaggerated reports were cir-
culated; among others, that every European there had
been killed, &c. It now became apparent that an out-
break was inevitable; it seemed no longer a question of
days, but hours. \Vhether the native oflieers would keep
their oaths or not, remained to he seen.

The night of the 3rd June was one of the loveliest I
have ever seen: the moon shone bright and clear,
and not a. cloud was visible throughout the whole
expanse of heaven. About eleven o’cloek I had my hed
brought outside as usual, where the sentry was pacing up
and down, and lay down in my clothes, having merely
changed my coat for a. dressing-gown. I had not been
half an hour on my bed when two guns were fired, at
intervals of a few seconds, by the artillery. This was
evidently a preeoncerted signal, for immediately after
several shots were fired in the direction of the
cavalry lines, and bungalow after bungalow was set on
fire. I assembled my night guard at onee, and wmited
them to accompany me to Captain La\vrie’s house, where
I expected to find some ladies, whom 1 intended to escort
towards the fort. The naiek said there was no use in
going, that we should he killed by the cavalry, and
strongly advised me to retire. I was going over myself,
when I saw the naiclz of Captain M‘Donald’s guard run-
ning towards me; he was in a great state of excitement,
and taking hold of me by the arm, begged me not to go
that way ; the ‘ mém log,’ he said, had allfled, andthe place
was now filled with the nautineers. I saw some natives
running about wildly, and presently several shots were
fired not fur from where I was standing. ‘ Ohullo, sahib,
gole ehulte,’ said the naick, who now entreated me to
leave the place, or I should he killed. Seeing that matters
had at last become serious, that in fact the long-expected
crisis had arrived, I desired my syee to saddle my nag,
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and bring him over to the fort ; the naiek said, ‘ For God’s
sake, sa-hih, clon’t go to the fort ; fly at once into the
country.’ I asked him what he meant ; he answered,
‘All the fighting will take place in the fort.’ ‘ All
right,’ I said ; ‘ we will fight, too.‘ Upon this he insisted
on going with me, and called out to two Sepoys of the
guard to follow; they came immediately, and on our way
to the fort (which was only about three hunclrerl yards
from our house), he told me that as soon as the bungalows
were plundered and burnt, the mutineers would attack the
fort in order to carry 0fi' the treasure. I asked him how be
knew that ; he replied, ‘ Such is the report.’

I arrived at the fort just as the left wing of the regi-
ment, under Lieutenant Rose, was entering ; the right
wing, under Captain M‘Donald, had already lined the
ramparts and bnstions, and presented a somewhat for-
midable appearance; the whole regiment being now
inside, the gate was shut, the clrawbriclge taken up, and :2,
strong party under Lieutenants Gordon and Davenport
was planted to guard the entrance. I went on the
1'znnperts, where I found Captain M‘Donalr1 encouraging
the men, and telling them that the artillery could do them
no harm, as they had no shells. Lieutenant Rose was also
on the ramparts, and doing his best to encourage them ; I
was sorry to hear from him that he had been fired at by a
Sepoy of the regiment iminediately after he had given the
order for the left wing to march to the fort. I looked
upon this as a had sign, for I had all along felt confident
that, come what would, the greater part of the regiment
would stand by us; the fact of their not attempting to
seize the man who fired at Lieutenant Rose, and who was
known, shook my fnith in them very much.

Shortly after, we were all in the fort, nnzl whilst the work
of destruction was being carried on outside by the muti-
neers of the other regiments composing the force-viz.,
wing Ist Light Cavalry, 72nd Regiment N.I., and
Walker‘s troop Native Home Artillery-Captain
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M‘D0nald got out the colours of the regiment, carried
them himself along the ramparts, and uufurliug them on
the right front bastion, called on the Sepoys to protcet
them. This they declared they would do.

From time to time I ivalked along the ramparts talking
to the Sepoys, and encouraging them to hold out. I ex-
plained to many of them the high reward that Captain
Lloyd, Superintendent of Neernuch, had guaranteed to
every individual among them who assisted in protecting
the treasure and fort, and that if they behaved well, and
remained ‘ true to their salt,’ the Government would
reward them handsomely. Several oi’ the men assured me
they would die rather than surrender; others said they
would hold out against infantry and cavalry, hut if artil-
lery attacked them they would be ohligcd to give in. I
told theni the artillery had nothing but grape, and that
could not possibly injure the fort or them either, as they
were behind walls. The reward that Captain Lloyd ofl’ered,
was one hundred rupees to every Sepoy, three hundred
to each naick, five hundred to each havildar, and five
thousand to the senior native olliccr, or the one who
should most distinguish himself in preservingr order.

About a quarter to three o’clock, A.1\L., four men of the
grenadier company came up to me, and said, ‘Doctor
Sahib, it is no use holding out any longer; we are not now
under the orders of the Major Sahib, we are comxnanded
by Pirthee Sing, subadar of the grenadier company. If
you (1on’t believe us,’ they continued, ‘come and soc for
yourselil’ I went with them to the left rear bastion,
where I found a large body of the regiment (at least one
hundred and fifty), and Pirthee Sing at their head. One of
the Sepoys said to him, ‘ The Doctor Sahib has come.’ He
had just then been addressing some of the men, and
turning round to me, said, ‘ You had better all leave the
fort before it he too late.’ Another Sepoy standing close
hy, said aloud, ‘ We are now under Pirthee Sing’s orders.’
I went back to report the circumstance tn Captain

. 
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M‘Donuld, but meeting Lieutenant Rose (second in com-
mand), I mentioned it to hiin ; he said it was a had
business, and he would go at once and tell l\l‘Donald.
A few minutes after, the artillery commenced firing‘ again,
and hearing a ‘row’ at the gate, and some of the Sepoys
shouting, ‘Deen, rleen,’ I hastened down, and found that
the party under Lieutenants Gordon and Davenport had
mutinied, and were forcing their way through the gate.
Hevia Sing, snhzidar, had just befhre counterinzinded an
order of Lieutenant Gordon, by snying, ‘Ooulm hookuin
mut mzino, humara hookum ehulte.’* Captain M‘l)onuld,
Lieutenants Rose, Gordon, Davenport, and myself, with
Sergeants Neshitt and Lane, tried all we could to prevent
their leaving the fort, but to no purpose. Many of the
men had their bayonets fixed, all were loaded; and the
whole regiment, nearly seven hundred strong,left the
ramparts and bastions, and slowly but steadily‘
forced their way through the gate. \-Vc (some
half-dozen Europeans) were taken on by the tide, and
got separated in the crowd. Two Sepoys of the grena-
(Iier company who were with me all this time insisted on
my going awry before the cavalry came clown upon us.
They said, ‘hour lives are safe with us, but we cannot
answer for the artillery and cavalry.’ Seeing it would he
madness to reninin any longer, I and Doctor Gene left
them. I should have mentioned that Doctor Gane of the
Bombay service was with us all the evening; he had
only that day returned from Nnsseerabad, where he had
seen the station in :1 blaze, and had now, uni'o1'tunatel_y,
11 second edition, attended with more serious consequences
as far as he was personally concerned.

On leaving the regiment, we made our way to the
gzirden in rear of the fort, where we hoped to stumble
upon the rest of our party; the moon, liowever, had now
gone down, and it being dark we missed them, so after

>7‘ ‘ Don’t. attend to his orders; I am in comnizuul.’
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staying in the gm-den a few minutes, and feeling certain
that all the other ofiicers of the regiment must have gone
on, which was the case, we decided on leaving the place at
once (luckily for us as it afterivards turned out), We
accordingly shaped a south-west course into the country,
avoiding public roads, along which we thought it not
unlikely cavalry videttes might be thrown out, and for
the rest trusting to the same Providence that had
hitherto protected us in all our difiiculties.

Just as the day began to dawn, we arrived at a village
which we afterwards found to be Kussounda. Although we
had not walked above six miles, yet the ground being
heavy, we were quite tired, and lialftlead with thirst. ‘Ne
knocked up one of the villagers, an old man, and asked him
for some water ; he immediately brought us to a well
where there was a cistern quite full, and we both sat
down and had a regular libation. I verily believe our
guide thought we would never leave 0i'l' drinking. I gave
him a rupee, which pleased him mightily, and asked him to
show us the ‘head man’ of the village; this he did at
once. \Ve found him in a small fort, about forty or fifty
yards square, surrounded by some halt‘-dozen men, I told
him we wished to rest there for an hour or so, and asked
him if we could do so; he said most certainly, and received
us with great civility, had a place cleared for us imme-
diately in his own house, and begged we would make our-
selves comfortzible. He sent for milk, cliuppatees, rlzill, rice,
and mangoes, and entreiitcd us to eat. After pm-taking of
some rcfrcsliment, and congratulating ourselves upon
falling into such good hands, we lay down and had :1 nap.
‘We were not destined, however, to remain long at rest .;
about nine A.M. a party of cavalry who were scouring the
country, probably Foraging for carriage, arrived at
Kussounda, and insisted on having the sahibs out, in
order that they might ‘szit kuro’ them. Doctor Game and
I would have stood no chance against these scoundrels,
and we were inrlebted for our lives to the noble conduct of
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the Rajpoots of the village, viz., Jéuloo Rzllll, Oonkar Sing,
Kesree $ing, Mothee, and several ()tlll'.'l‘>', who swore they
would stand by us to the last, '1‘he_y said, ‘ You have eaten
with us, and are our guests, and now, if you were our
eneniy, we would defend you.’ They put us into n
small tlilapiclatecl shed on one of the bastions, and when
the troopers ElGmZU'!(l8Ll us, (l(:‘Cl£ll'Q(l we were not there.
After much altercation, the troopers threatenecl to attacl:
the village if we were not given up. The Rnjpoots warned
them to be ea1'el'ul. They snicl, ‘ Kussounda belongs to the
Rana (the Rana. of Oocleypore), we are lwr subjects, and
if you molest us, she will send ten thousand soldiers alter
you.’ After 21 short time they went away, tlweatening to
return with the guns in the evening, and blow us to
pieces.

About one o'clock we were agi-cenlily S11l'p!‘lSC(l by
seeing an artillery sergeant (sergeant Supple, of the
Bengal Horse Artillery, an active and gallant soli1ier,)
walk into our little fort. VVe thought at first he was
pursued by the czivelry, but he intbnnml us that he was
in search of the Brigade Major; he told us also that
Captains Lloyd and M‘Donuld, with several oflicers of
the 7th Gwalior Contingent, were at the village of Darroo,
only thvee miles off. This was good news. He saiil he
would gallop ofi‘ and bring us assistance, and soon we
were glad to see him put his horse out at full speed, and
scour across the country in the llirectinn of Darroo.
Haul I been alone, I would have gzilloped off with him,
but I felt I could not leave Doctor Gune by liiniselfnt
so critical a time, pn1‘lJiC\1lm‘l)‘ as he could not speak the
language.

Hour after hour passed away, and no ZlSSlSi31ll]L‘6 arriving
from Dari-on, we began to think that our friends there
were in as greet a ‘fix’ as ourselves, and such we after-
\va.i'(1s tliscovei-ed was really the case.

In consultation with our Rajpoot iiiencls, it was decided
that we should go on to Chats. Sai<l1'ee, :1 distance of about
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sixteen miles, that same night. Accordingly We left
Kussounde shortly after sunset, escorted by several
Rajpoots, and arrived at Chota Sficlroe about ten o’cl0u-k.
Our route lay through dense jungle, and being on foot
(for my nag hnd been stolen), we were a. good deal knocked
up by the time we arrived there, and, to our great disap-
pointment, were told that all the suhihs had left an
hour before for Burro. Sfidree, sixteen miles l'urther on.
Our reception was cold in the extreme; they did not want
us to remain there :1 moment, and would senreely give us
even a drink of water. I sent two men to inforrn the
l(l1l\lflSll(1l1!‘ that we wanted to see him, but they came
back saying it was too late, he would not see us; and
advised us to hasten on after the other snhibs. There were
lots of horses and cumels picketed about, a. couple of
which we wanted to hire, but they refused to let us have
them, saying they would sell them to us if we liked; this
was of course out of the question, as \ve had only a. few
rupees left between us. One man asked two hundred
rupees For :1 tattoo that was worth about ten. Nothing
remained therefore but to push on for Burrn. Sztdree. Our
escort from Kussounda left us, and in their place we got
two Bheel guides; so,ai'ter remaining about twenty minutes
in Chota. Szipree, we pushed on for the next stage. In about
an hour and a half we reached a. small village in the heart
of the jungle, called Bheeliga-he-geon. Here we received
very greet kindness: the Bheels seemed to vie with each
other in their hospitality. They spoke to us of the
benefits they received under British rule, and abused the
mutineers in no measured terms; the women appeared to
he very indignant at the treatment they heard we had
received, and expressed a hope that vengeance would
speedily overtake the tmitors. l/Ve remained with the
worthy Bheels about an hour, and having proclirecl a.
couple of ponies, started for Burra Sfidree, which place we
reached uhout nine o‘cloek next day, and were delighted
to meet all our friends of the 7th Gwalior Contingent,

o
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1st Cavalry, and Artillery. The fate of the officers and
families of the yznd N.I.,em<1 stall‘, was still a mystery.
At Burro Stclree we parted with our Bheel guides, to
whom we gave :1 present of :2. few rupees, nearly all we
hflll, and in place of the pony, I was fortunate in getting
the loan of a spare cavalry charger, and Doctor Gene
succeeded in getting :1. glmrry. We were now a strong
party, comparatively speaking, mustering about twenty
‘ fighting men,’ most of us well armed and well mounted.
and would have been ugly customers in a life and death
struggle. About half-past one 32.11., our whole party,
numbering in all about six-a.ncl-tliirty--men, women, and
child:-en—stai-ted from Burm Szldree, m route towards
Oorleypore. We arrived at Doongla about seven o’elock
that some evening, and put up in a. small mud fort, where
we remained two clays, when we were joined by Captain
Showers, political agent of Meywar, who hastened from
Oo1leypore,\vith a strong force of the ranols troops, and
determined on giving chase to the mutineers at once.
Leaving, therefore, a guard to escort the women and
children and sick to Oodeypore, Captain Showers, accom-
panied by Captain Sir John Hill, Bart, Captain M‘Donal<1,
Lieutenant Ellice, Lieutenant Barnes, and myself
as volunteers, started next morning in pursuit. From
Chota. Szizlree, Captain M‘Donal<1 proceeded to Neemuch,
with a party of Bheels, and at Chittore we were joined
hy Lieutenant Stapleton, of the rst Cavalry. Neeinuch
in the meantime had been re-occupied by Captain Lloyd,
superintendent of the district, and Major Burton, with
some of the Kotoh troops.

W'e pushed on rapidly, in the best possible spirits, at
the rate of thirty and forty miles n Clay, as far as L0l1az-
ghur, bordering on the territories of the Jeypore Rajah,
where we hoped to have fallen in with two hundred of
H.M.’s 8 3111 Regiment, and some Bombay Horse Artillery
(Europeans). To our disappoiiitment, however, we found
that, for various reasons, they could not be spared from
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Nusseerabad. This was to be regretted, as We were
within an easy march of the inutineers, and if we had had
a couple of hundred of the 33rd, and zi ['ew guns, under a
dashing commander, we would have scattered them to the
four winds. The fact is, the mutineers rushed froni
Neemueb in the greatest haste possible, :1 report having
got among them that the much dreaded ‘ gore l0g’were close
at hand, and the appearance at this nnetureof a very small
European force would in all prohal.>ility have accomplished
their destruction. This is no hn.pliaza1'd remark, for we
all know what the gallant Major Vincent Eyre, of the
Bengal Artillery, effected near Arrah, when, with a
hundred and sixty of H.M.’s 5th Fusiliers, three guns, and
twelve mounted Englishmen (volunteers), he defeated
and utterly routed tuwnty iimes his awn 11 zmzber qfnative
1'e_;vuZar troops.

At Jehaz-ghur we rescued three European women, six
children, and one sergeant, who were flying for their lives
fi'om Deolee, the head-qiuirters of the Kotnh Contingent,
that station having been plundered and burnt by the
Neemuch mutineers.

Numerous were the hair-ln'cadtl1 escapes :1tNee1nueh,
and, considering the clnnneter of the outlnnnk, it was
1n'ovidenti:xl that many lives were not lost. One European
woman (the wife of the artillery sergeant above alluded
to), and three children, were unFortunately butchered at
the commencement of the mutiny. The sergeant was on
duty over the guns at the time, and it appears had no
opportunity of defending his fiimily. Happily there were
no other lives lost.

, The Mahometans throughout were most cruel,
ferocious, and bloodthirsty ; those of the artillery and
cavalry were the worst ; excited with bhnriy, they galloped
about like fiends, intent only on blooclshcd and murder.

A suhadar of the 72nd N.I. persuaded Colonel Abbott,
and the officers of the regiment, with their families, to
take shelter in his house. They were no sooner in, than
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he filstcnud the door nlion blmln olitshio, and sent for the
guns. Furtunmscly alliiidoo Supoy, who remained true tohis
salt, hroke open the door, and \\'nrn0(l the oflicors of their
danger in time to enable them to escape.

The qu:n'tcrinaster—sergezllflfs wife 01’ the 7th Gwalior
Contingent was attacliud by some Mahometmis, and
would have been killed but for some Hindoo Sepoys who
came to the rescue, and escorted her in safety to a. village
some miies out of the station. She afteiwvnrils joined her
Iiusband, and proceeded with the rest of the party to
Oodeypore.

The conduct of the Oodeypore durbar at this crisis was
beyond all praise. The mna appears to have entered.
hem-1; and soul into our cause; indeed, had it not been for
her loyalty to the British Government, and 00-operation
with the authorities, there is no saying what might have
been the aspect of a.fi‘airs in Rnjpootana at the present
moment.
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