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The aaarea af tint LECTURES daittared by me ta I922 an
Nadir Shah Hi India has been irere eampreated and re-arrartgetf in
three CHAPTERS. The radaatiaa amalrnta ta about ane-.tIJtti|' af
the nitrate. but rm etaeatiatfaat ar Jtatemeat fit-':t fteea amittetf.
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CHAPTER I

I I‘~I T E H N A L CONDITION UF
INDIA IN ‘I?3Ei—HI3E AND

PHUGHESS OF NADIH SHAH

iiegerieratian af Mughni .-aristocracy:

The irwasiari oi‘ Nadir Shah involved the ivlughai Empire
in disgrace, spoiiatioa and dittmemherment. it was, haweaar,
not e eause at‘ the decline of the Empire, but one of the elearesi
symptoms of the deeline. The Persian eonqueror merely
reriealed to the world a Fast accomplished long before. He
bralte the spell under which men had been regarding a
gargeausly dressed carpse as a strung man.

Haw was the warit ol' Akbar and Shah Iahan, Han Singh
and Mir Juinle, ihtts undone‘! ‘Why did the seemingly
flourishing State at Auraaguh fail dawn iil-re il. house oi cards
only 3| years after his death? in renewing the history til‘
these 3| years, we find first of all it startling deeline in the
ehereeter of the nabiiity and the eifieieaey at the army. Fe-t
this the hartic of civil was was to some eatent respnnaible. Ia
the thirteen years fnllowing the death oi‘ Aurrtngeeb, seitea
hlnady battles ai" suceassinn ‘had heart taught arnatig his
desoeadants in whioh large nurstber of Princes, nobles and the
best soldiers had perished, Equally destruotire of aihcers and
men were the armed eontests between rival nobles. For
instance, the hiiaam ctuiltl eanfirnri himself in the yiaerayalty at‘
the Delthin only after defeating there riasis. For the
goyernorship offiujarat there were three ruinous encounters
i — I—-I I

' Bahadur Shah twa, Jahirndar Shah three. Farrakh-
slyitr cine, and Muhammad Shah one.

[1]
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in which Shujaat iilhan and Ftustain Ali iilhttn fell and
Sarbulsttti l"'-[hen was defeated.

The loss caused by domestic discord among the Mughols
thentselves was multiplied by the slaughter in operations
against rebels lilte the Siltlts, .lats, Hundelas and litlahrattas, and
on two occasions against the I-tathors. The gaps thus created
irt the renirs oI' the martial nobility were not filled hy the
natural suceession oi worthy offspring, nor by the rise oi’ new
men from the comtnonalty and recruits from abroad in
sttiilcient number and of the right quality. To the thoughtfttl
student of iidttghal history nothing is more striking than the
deoline ofthe peerage- The heroes adorn the stage for one
generation only and leave no worthy heirs sprung from their
Ioine. Ftbdur-rahintt and iitiehabat, Saduilah and Iltlir Jumla,
Ibralritn and Islam Khan Iturni,—-who had made the history
oi’ India in the I'i'th oentnry,—were sttooedcd by no son,
oerteinly by no grandson, eiten hall’ as capable as themselves.
in reading the huge biographical dictionary of the Mttghel
peerage t_' lite tl-i'a.tir+~tti-ttntara in 3 volumes ol Elllii pages each },
one frequently oornes across such entries as these: “This
noblerrtanlneming e general or minister of the lirst tttniti
died in such and such e year; he left two sous who did
not attain to rrtuch advancement" ; or that “he had three sons
none of whom did anything worthy of being recorded here.“
Clfien, while the career of the Founder of the Family occupies
eight or ten pages in this dictionary. his son’s achievements ere
erthausted in helie page, and the granrllnn meets with a bare
mention which he earns merely because he is his father's
son. -

Throughout the MughaJ period, the best Muslim recruits
for civil atlministration and war elilte were foreign adventures
or converted I-iindus. The strong and elficient ettatics rapidly

" I1]
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tiateriorated on the Indian soil- Therefore, while ttte infttsion
oi‘ fresh blood into tlte nobility from the ittdigonotts
lvluhatnrnadan population and the Foreign immigrants
permanently settled in this country did not talte place, the only
hope ofthe continttctllife and vigour oi‘ the State lay in the
regular flow nftlte right type oi‘ recruits from Btrlthara and
Ithurasan, Iran and tlirabia. When this flow stopped,
the Empire shrivclled up Iilte a tree out oft" from its sap.

.-tiiertatton of the Hindus nntt Shins

Ftltber bad guarded against this danger by melting the first
begittnings of the conversion oi‘ a military mottatchy into tt
national Start-:,—in eriect, though not in constitutional form.
Hetrieti to range the Hindu warrior tribes behind his hired
Foreign troops, as the second and more reliable line oi‘ defence
for his throne. Under him and his successors, Hindu Rajput
soldiers had carried the Ilrlughal banners to the banlts of the
Dans and the Heitnend in the west and those of the Brahma-
putrn and the L-fiarnafuli in the east. They had garrisdned the
itltaibat Pass, tleientied Garhgaon against the ahoms and
stooped Chatgaon from the Burmese. liut .aurangteb‘s attempt
to anneir Jodhpur on the death oi‘ his old servant Jaswant Singh,
his invasion oi‘ ttrtewttr, his incessant destruction of Hindu
temples and his rigorous imposition of the hated poll-test
t joeiyo }, not only alienated the iitajput clans, but convinced
all other Hindu races oi‘ India that they had no lot or part in
the idughei State and that for the preservation hi" their honour
and liberty of consciene they mttst loolt elsewhere. This was
the opportunity ol" the tytattrattas- This belief, rooted deep in
the minds oi’ the Hindu otlicers and vassals of Aurangeeb,
made them indifferent or secretly hostile to their master's
cause tiurittg his wars with Shiveji and his successors. To the

[3]
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Rajputs and El-undelas. whet had st: leng'h-een the staunehest at"
supports at" the iidughal eause, the Mahratta herd appeared as
their heaven-sent deliverer,-e Rama slaying I-tavana er a
Krishna slaying lilansa. This feeiing breathes in every line nl'
the Hindu peet Bhushan‘s numbetiess adm an Shivsjl. He
reaiiy ueiees in smanth and vigetaus numbers the unsp-elten
thaughts at‘ the milllans at‘ Hindus all aver India. At the end
ef the l']F'tJ't eentury they had came ta regard the Mughttl
Eiavernment as Satanie and refused ta ttfl-flperite with it.

Hy appealing ta this feeling, Bnji Ran I easily entered
Maiwa and then made his held upen that pravinee gated. He
united the taeai Hindu ehiettains as well as the neiglthauring
Hajpets al’ Jaipur and htlewar with the Mahrattas in an allianee
against the uttpressats ef their eurnrttan religinn If dimrmn "J.
This paint names nut very clearly in 5-awai Jai Singh's letter te
Nandalai lviandaiei tf thee haudhuri at‘ Indar ‘J, after the latter
had treaeherausly caused an immense slaughter ef his master‘s
ttaeps by his eellusian with the h-iahrattas {Cietaher ti-'31 ‘J :
"A theusand praises ta yeu, beeeuse yea, in sale reiianee upan
my wnrd and with a view tn benefit ynur dhttrtrtd. have
destreyed the lviusiims in lvlaiwa and firmly established dhrma
there. You have fulfilled my he-art‘s wishes." [Sardesai. ii-
369. 1

In the hrlei’ snaee at‘ thirty‘-nne years after aurang't.eh's
death, his sueeessars had te wage war, and mere than dttee,
witht he Sikhs, Isis, Hundelat, litathars, Kaehhwahs, and Sissdi»
as. Thus, net Hindu tribe nf military value was left an the side
at‘ the Empernr. in udditiett ta this, the hdahratras were an
open sare which drained the .hl'e-bleed ef the Empire and
steadily reduced its sise. The Hindus nut only eessed ta he
Iayal vussals er the Later it-Iughsls, but heeame apes enemies
against ‘Wht2IITl iarge fnreee had te- he diverted by the Entperar
in his day at" danger tram tareign invasian.

[4]
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The Persians are the cleverest race among the children of
Islam. But they stead aloof from the rest of the lvluslittt world
by reason of their belief in the hereditary right of the Prophet's
son-in-law ta his succession t_' ithtlafer 1. Their faith of Shie-ism
is a heresy in the eyes of the immense majority of tvlusalrnsas,
ineluding those of t'~lerthern India, who are Sunnis. The
liberal Altbar. the self-indulgent Jahingir and the cultured Shah
Jahan had welcomed Shins in their enraps and Courts and given
them the highest offices, especially in the secretariat and
revenue administration, in which their genius naturally shone
most. But the orthodos Aursngzeb had barely tolerated thern
as a necessary evll. In his reign the Shins felt that they were
not wanted by him. lvlany strilting ettamples of his anti-Ehie.
bias are found in his letters and the anecdotes ssbottthim
compiled by his favourite Hamid-ud-cl in tthsn. The populace
were still more hostile to these heretics. The proposal of
Hahadur Shah to read the lhhuthn with a single Shis epithet,
led to a riot at Lahore in ITII. Some years later, at Hosann-
bad near the capital of Kashmir, 2,5lIIlJ Shias were massacred
by the Sttnnis. [l|i..l'i'..,ii. il'i"Ei.] Thus, to the ambitious and
gifted Ehie adventurers of Persia, Indie eeased to be a wel-eonte
home, or a field where the highest earee-r wu open to their
talent.

Weak Character of Later Mughais

The deeline of the lvtughal nobility was mainly duo to the
deeline in the eharacter of the Emperor, beeattse it is the first
duty of a sovereign to choose the right sort ofservanta and
give them opportunities for developing their talent and acquir-
ing eaperienee by instrueting and supervising thetn during their

|Zi 

i -Ilfdraat-l‘-.-tlent,trirt, ed. and tr. by .l. Sarltar, see. iv.
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udministrative-apprenlieeship. In his private letters, rlturungsch
frequently complains of the laelt of able oltieers during his reign
as oompared with the glorious days of Jltlt bar and Shah Jshan t
as ea-ynhl-er-aelarrti-t-itnr aft! eh! But the following wise saying
of the great tvuair Sadullnh tthan, which rturahgaeb himself
quotes with approval. is a deserved rebuite to such pessimism :
“Ho age is wanting in able men ; it is the business of wise
masters to lind them out. win them over, and get wort: done
by means of them, without listening to the eulurnnies of selfish
men agtinst them." [Rttaati-i-rliamgiri, I"~lo. 45.]

In fact, the deterioration in the ehereeter of the Emperors
must he held to be the primary eeuae of the deeline in the
eharaeter of the nobility and the downfall of the Empire. The
suspicious watohfulness of thurangeeb and the eseessive pater-
nal love of his sueeessors ltept the Princes at Court or caused
them to he over-eheperotted in their provitteial Governments,
thus preventing the development of any initiative or business
eapseity among them. The heirs to the throne nfflehll in the
lhth century grew up utterly helpless and dependent upon
others, without any indepcndenoe of thought, fearlessnoss in
assuming responsibility, or capacity to deeide and act promptly.
Their intellect and spirits were dulletl and they found diversion
only in the soeiety of harem women, buffoons and flatterers-
when sueh Frinees r:-urne tn the throne, if they were wise they
would leave the entire administration in the hands of able
‘Waairs,—-which provoked lhcitous envy among the other
ministers; and if they were foolish, they eonstsntly ruorted
to intrigue for subverting one too powerful minister only to fall
into the hands of another.

The fnineant‘ Emperor eould not and would not govern the
country himself, and yet he had not the wisdom to choose the
right mstt as his Wasir and give hint his fltll eoniidenee and

ii]
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support. He was tiasiiy led sway by the whispers of eunuehs
and llattcrcrs, and issued orders for the dismissal of old
ministers and provincial governors in the vain hope of getting
more money or greater serviiity from their successors.

Tltus the nobles found that career was not open to talent,
that loyal and useful servioe was no seettrily against capricious
dismissal and degradation. that their property and fatally
honour were ttot always safe in such u Court. Their only hope
of personal safety and advancement lay in asserting their
independence and establishing provincial dynasties of their
own. And such a course was also cottdueive to the good of
the people of the province. They could enjoy peace and
prosperity only under an independent local dynasty. For, so
long as their rulers were sent from the distant imperial Court,
every succeeding days new favourite might beg or buy the
vieeroyslty. come with a new letter of appointment, and try to
oust his predecessor. Whether these attempts succeeded or
failed, the result was the same: the province was filled with
war and the tttntours of war. plunder. the withholdittg of
tastes, and tlte closing of the roads. The history of Gujarat
under lvluhammsd Shah graphically illustrates the point.

Formation of Factions at Court and its eyfifaets

‘When Nadir Shah invaded India, the ti-u-ea highest ministers
of State were titsaf Ialt hiiaam-ul-mulls. (the l‘P'airtf-t-tntttfag or
Regent Flenipotetttiary), ltltnnd-udtdaulalt Qantat-ttd-din Khan
(the ltl*'aet'r or Chancellor} and ltlhwaju tltsim entitled 5arnsam-
ud-daulah Khan Dsurse [the .-ttnttr-oi‘-tenure and tlisirh.vitt-ut-
attanotttr or Head of the ttrmyt. among the provincial goverv
nors the highest [if we exclude the Hiram and the set'oi-lndepep-
dent suhahdar of Bengal} was Saadat l'-'.'.hart Burhan-ul-muilt,
the suhshdar of tiudh and tttost prominently in the running

[7]
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for a mittistershlp at Court. ti‘-If these, we may leave tthau
Danran out, as he was a carpet lrnight and C-ourt llutterer.
without any administrative capacity or experience. The
l‘\li1a.rn had been born in Samarqand and had migrated
to India in boyhood to seelt his fortune under the lvtughal
banner. The same was the ease with Qamar-ud-din Khan the
warn, who was his cousin. Saadat Khan was s native of
tiihurasen and had entered India as an adventurer early in the
tttth century. These men could feel no patriotism for India,
because India was not their patrta. They had nothing at
take in this country, no share in its past history, traditions

and culture, no heriditary loyalty to its throne. The hdughal
Emperor was merely their payntsstet-,and if they could matte
better terms with his ettemy, they were not such fools as
to reject theta out of a sentimental love for a land which
merely gave them an ezttoellent field for the display of their
undoubted talents and promised them arieh reward. it was
only in the succeeding generations that their families became
rooted in the lndian soil.

When the Emperor was a slttggard or a fool, he ceased to
be the master and guide of the nobility. They then naturally
tented to win the controlling authority at Court or in the
provinces. This selfish struggle necessarily ranged the nobles
in factions, each group or lilac trying to push the fortunes of
its rnetnhers and hinder the success of its rival groups. The
Dihtl Court under the Later lvtughais was divided between the
Tnrani [or Central Asian] and the Hindustani parties, *'--both
it-‘Iubamrnadans, while the Hindu Rajahs sided with the latter.
Each faction tried to poison the firs of the Emperor against

1 tn the second halt of the tllth century the division
was between the [rent I Persian Shin land Turnnl
rISunnl,lpa.t'ties.
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the other, thwart its plans, stir up its discontented servants,
and even engage in active hostility toil when at stlistance
from the Court. Rebels could not he opposed with all the
armed strength of the Empire; they could always count upon
secret supporters or at least neutral maltc-believe opponents in
the imperial Court and camp.

This moral degradation of the nobility was aocompained
by the intellectual hanltruptcy of the bureaucracy, and indeed
of the entire governing classes. There was no fer-sighted
leader, no clearly thought-out and steadily-pursued scheme of
national advancement as under Akbar. Ho political genius
arose to teach the country a new Philosophy of life or to
ltindle aspirations after a new heaven on earth. They all
drifted and doeed in admiration of the wisdom of their
ancestors and shoolr their heads at the growing degeneracy of
the moderns.

The ivlughai Empire had aimed merely at beings police
Government; and therefore when it could not do its police
function tvcll, when it falled to maintain interoalcrder and
ettternal peace, it lost its sole reason for ettlsting. The life of
the country had hitherto been held together by the Court.
Hence, when the throne was filled by puppets, dissolution
toolt place in the bond that lteld the people together and
co-ordinated their efforts and ambitions. Government ceased
and anarchy began. _

Cln the eve of hiadir Shah's invasion, the Jars by their depre-
dations had made the roads near the capital unsafe and hindered
trade and traffic. The tvtahtattas by their regular annual
incursions at tirst and their peonaoeot lodgment in the frontier
nrovinees (Gujarat, hdalwa and Bundcllthandj afterwards, bled
the Empire to death. The production of wealth was stopped not
'-nly as the direct result of their eatorticn and ravage. but also

[9]
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indirectly through the discouragement of industry and thrift
which such. insecurity ofproperty creates.

The freotient civil contests, whether among the Princes and
nobles, or hetween the Government and rebellious subjects.
spread a sense cl‘ insecurity among the tttrtpayers. The peasants
withheld the land revenue, which was the mainstay of the
Government, and the lower nftieials evaded delivering their
collections. The victor in the contest might crash the defaul-
ting ryots and peculeting mritrtii.-rare and turn theta out oi’ house
and hold. hut by doing so he ruined himself all the same, as his
only source of income was gone; he had only swelled the
number of desperate, homeless, roving htlgands and reduced
the area under tillage. .

The profuse bounty of Nature to this country, its temperate
climate which reduces human want, and the ahstemious habits
of its people, all combined to increase the national income of
India throughout the siraeenilr and seventeenth centuries. The
huge "annual addition to the national stoclt." ultimately made
its way to the hands cl’ the governing clesses.—il' we leave out
the small portion that was intercepted hy the trader and the
revenue-farmer. The wealth of India was the wonder and 'duvy
of other nations. But the ildughal Court and Mughal aristo-
cracy had not the sense to insure this wealth by spending a
suliicient portion of it on eliicient national defence and the
improvement of the people's intellect and character by a wise
system of public education. Their wealth only made their
weakness fatal to them and tempted the foreign invader by
assuring him of a success as easy as the booty was large.

A Government which eoutd not maintain order at ltome
was still less liltely to command respect abroad. The weakness
oi‘ the Central Government was soonest felt in the frontier
provinces: lvialwa and Afghanistan were not guarded In

[iii]
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strength. The lvtahratta occupation of Malwa brought Dibli
within strilting distance of their arms, and Haji Ran in l'l'3T
insulted the capital, pilleged and burntlls suburbs and retur-
ned tn his base with perfect immunity. The defenaelessness of
.-ltfgltanistan brought hladir Shah to India.

Decline of r.-its Sofotvi monarchy and
..-‘lfgitrtn trsnrporfon of Persia
The Safewi dynasty founded by Shah Ismail at the begin-
ning of the liitlt century. Freed Persia from foreign rule and the
wars of domineering nomad tribes- The new line of ltings gave
the country peace, prosperity and e:-ttcnsion of territory. The
faith of the people, which had been persecuted by the former
rulers as a heresy. new became the State religion. ‘Wealth and
civilization increased, and Persia again tcolt her ancient position
as one of the world's famous and independent mortarchics, the
rival of Turltey and Hindustan, in the eyes of the Muslim
world.

For nearly a century and a half after the founder, a succe-
ssion of wise. wariiite and active ltings maintained the strength
and glory of Persia. Hut about the middle of the l'i"th centttry
began the inevitable decline in the monarchy from u continuous
decline in the character of the monarch. In the words of the
historian Sir John Malcolm, daring the century following the
death of Abbas the Great ttssr], the Persian throne was occu-
pied by "a succession of weslt, cruel and debauched monarchs
....... ..The lower orders became every day more unwarlilre and
.........-ceased to be able to defend the State ...... ...The nation
may be said to have ertisted on the reputation it had acquired
before." [Hr'.ir. of Persia, Ind ed., i 3T9-]

Shah Husain, the last of the Safawi line, who reigned from
test to H11, was no doubt free front vice ; but he went to the

ill]
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opposite estreme of meeltness and religious bigotry, and did
still greater harm than his dissolute predecessors. He placed
the administration etrtirely in the hands oi‘ the priests and thus
alienated the old martial and otiicial nobility. Under the advice
of the keepers of his conscience, the lting persecuted and
banished from the land the Suli Philosophers as heretics from
Islamic orthodorty, and thus enraged the intellectual classes.
But the prestige of his worthier ancestors had given the state a
momentum which made it continue to go on For nearly twenty
years longer.

At last early in the ISth century the dissolution came, and
from the hands of its Afghan subjects. Ever since Abbas i's
conquest of Qandabar early in the l’lth century, Southern
Afghanistan had been a province of Persia. it was the home
of the fihilaai and Abdali tribes. The wise statestttaoship of
the earlier Shahs had left the subject races of the Persian
Etnpire under their own laws, and often under their own
magistrates. The turbulent character of the Afghan people, the
wildness of their country and their position on the debatable
land between the rival monarchies of lndia and Persia, enabled
them to etttort for thentsetvesa considerable amt:-antoflocal
independence. Their submission to the Central Government
was last and dependent on their own pleasure. in l'.ltIlEl, a new
Persian governor ol'l.'§,landal1ar, the converted Armenian Ciurgin
Khan. by trying to rule with a strong hand, caused an
ettplosion. The Ghilaai tribe rose under it-fir Wais, ltilled the
governor, seized Qantlahar and established their own rule there.

The successful t-ebe|'s son Mahmud gaitted the throne of
Qandahar in I'll? and led his tribe on to the plunder of the
etfete l-ting and people of Persia. The Safawl Empire now
brolte to pieces. lvlahmud captured the capital Isfahan, and
on Elsi Elctober 1112 Shah Husain Safawl resigned his
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ancesctor‘s throne and the Afghan rtrle over Persia
began. lvlaltmttd was succeeded by his uncle's son
Ashraf in l'.'r'25. But new dangers threatened the conquerors.
Qandahar was held by lv!lahmud's brother, whom Ashraf could
not oust front the fort. Titus the Ciltlleai tribe became divided
under two chiefs reigning at two distant places. Tlte governor
of Sistan annerted nearly all It-'.'.hurasan and proclaimed his
independence. But Ashrafs greatest enemy was Mirna
Tahmasp, the son of the deposed Shah Husain, who had
assumed the royal title and was trying to establish his power in
the province of lviaaendran. This Prince was a foolish, enemi-
natc and debauched youth, and could not have recovered his
heritage by his own efforts. But he was now joined by bladir
Quli, the greatest Asiatic general of that age. ltvtaleolra. i.
dill-455.]

Nadir rfsltyrrs .Per.rr'o earl makes Ht‘msel)" lit'r‘ng
bladir Quli was the son of Imam Quli, a poor Turltomao

of Lhe Afshar tribe long settled in llhurasan, who earned his
bread by matting coats and cape of sheepskin Nadir was
b-orn in teas and passed his early years amidst great hardship
and privation, which only called forth his extraordinary genius
and energy. He was carried away to Tartary by the Urbatt
raiders and itept there as ll prisoner for four years. [in
returning home he served under sorae petty chiefs and finally
toolt to alife of robbery with his own band of hardy and
adventurous followers. The eclipse of tliovernment during
the Afghan usurpation of Persia enabled him to pursue such
a career with safety and much profit in the ill-controlled
frontier province of it-l'.hurasan._ Seiaing the fort of Kalat by
murdering his own uncle (who was its governor}, he used the
power Lll'|.lS gained to defeat the Afghan ruler of iilhurasan
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and recover the city and district of blaishabar. This victory in
the national cause secured his welcome by his lawful iting
Shah Tahmasp. whose service he entered in I727. [ Malcolm, ii
as ;tu.tt., i. sea]

The fame of Nadir drew the best recruits to his side and
he became the centre of the Persian natlonalelfortto throw
‘off the foreign yolte. His genius for war and diplomacy and
‘his concentration of all authority in his hands led to his rapid
and uabrolterr success. Persia was recovered from the Afghans,
very few of whom returned to their own country from the
slaughter on the battle field or murder at the hands of the
‘incensed peasantry. The Afghan domination had been a seven
years‘ horror to the afllicted people of Persia. "Within seven
years nearly a. million of her inhabitants had perished, her
finest provinces had been rendered desert, and her proudest
edifices levelled with the dust; and this by enemies who had
neither the force nor the wisdom to maintain the conquest."
[lv'lalcolm. i. 472.} The national deliverance of Persia was the
worlt of bladir alone, and naturally the enthusiasm of the
people for him was unbounded. The lting showed his gratitude
by granting to the general half the kingdom with a richly-
jeweiled crown and the rtght of stamping coins with his name.

but during hladirlsa bsence in the eastet'rt provinces, the
ltiag, who had injudiciously conducted ertpeditions in the ‘west,
lost his generai's gains in that direction and made a humiliating
peace. The national indigttation was very great. The oliieers
of the army felt that if Shah Tahmasp were left at the head of
affairs, he would only undo all their recentworlt and bring
baclt national servitude. They with one ‘voice urged Nadir to
assume the crown. [Anandrant,3-ii lvlalcoim.ii. S—lI.] P-at
though Tahmasp was deposed, re August |'l31, his general did
not as yet venture to sit on the throne. Abbas, an eight-month
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old sou of Tahnrasp, was proclaimed icing. and Nadir became
his regent with full authority. Four years later the infant
died, and Nadir became lting with the title of Shahan Shah
Nadir Shah, Itith February l'l3ti.

He wrested Armenia and Georgia from the Turlts, and
madoa peace with the Russians by which he gnitted the lost
provinces bordering the Caspian. The island of Bahrain was
Iltcovered from the Arabs. Nest. the predatory lialthtiari
tribe of the Shuster hills was vanquished and enrolled in his
arrny,—-thus diverting their energies intoa useful channel and
keeping them front disturbing the peace [ Malcolm, ii. ll-lS.]

Finally, early in l'lIi'.l' Nadir Shah started with SlIl,t'ltllIl tnen
against Qaudahar. So long as that centre of independent
Afghan power was not destroyed, it would nrmain a menace
to the safety of Persia and constantly disturb the peace and
prosperity of lthurssan. Moreover. without the conquest of
Qandahttr titc full heritage of the Safawis could not be said to
have come into his possession. This fort stood on the route
of his advance to the lvlughal Empire attd he wished to enlist
the Afghans under his banners to assist him in his foreign
conquests, as ivlahmud of tlihacni had done seven centuries
before.

Qandahar was now in the possession of ‘Husain, the younger
brother of lvlahmud t_' the usurping ltirtg of Persia }. The old
city i“ stood on the eastern slope of a ridge, two miles west of
the modern city. Its walls were of erttreme strength and the
garrison had made preparations for a good defence. The
Persian army invested it on Soth lvlarch l'.l3'l', but the siege

It For a description of the fort and Its walls. see
.'l. Sarlrar't History of .-fttrnagrlb, l Ht]-ldil.
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dragged on for a year, and the fort felt * only on iltth lvlareh
l'i'3S. The fort and city were dismantled by the victor. in its
on‘-rirona he built a new city with quarters for the govemor and
soldiers, which was named Nadirabad by him. but is now
ltnown as roodern qandaltur. He treated the defeated Afghan
ttibesmen very ltindly, -released all the prisoners talren,
bestowed pensions on the tribal chiefs, enlisted the clansmen
in his army and by transplanting the Ghilauis to Naishabur
and other places in ltburasan[ the former homes of the
Abdalis land posting Abdali ehieftains as governors of
Afghartistan lQandahar, Liirishlt, Hist and Eamin-dawar l,
itept his former enemies usefully employed in his service. His
policy was to tempt the other Afghan forts to surrender to him
by creating a reputation for himself as a merciful enemy and
liberal master, and to enlist the Afghan soldiers under his
banners asdevoted supporters of his projected conquests of
Central Asia and India. llrtlronltusho, 311-315; Malcolm, ii.
ill ; Anandram, ii-ll.]

After the fall of Qandahar came the turn of the lldughal
Empire ; and here Nadir made out a strong case for declaring
war. He proceeded itt such a way as to ensure that neutral
States and lovers of international law would not be able to
condemn his invasion of lttdia as an act of wanton aggression
and spoliation. l"-lai:lir was no mere soldier, no savage leader
of a savage horde, but a master of diplomacy and stateoraft as
well as of the sword. The profoundness of his diplomacy was
no less remarltable than the greatness of his generalship in war
and the wisdom of his policy to the vanquished after his
victories in the field.

l Anandram, P. ',l, says, to treachery,
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Causes of the Diplomatic Rupture between
the Persian Gcvernntent and
lite Mugltnl Empire

The conduct of the elfete Court of Dihli towards Persia had
been ntarltcd by violation of diplomatic usage and courtesy
and even by unfriendly negligence. For several generations
past there had been an ertchange of envoys, presents and
diplomatic courtesies between the lvlughal Emperors of India
and the Safawl Shahs of Persia. Abbas ll continued this
prnctice even after he had tvrestctl Qattdahar front Shah Jahan
and fottgltt four campaigns against lvlughal arms. At all
events, formal letters of congratulation used to be written
try the one Court to tlie outer at every new accession to the
throne. But Muhammad Shah. forgetting this usage, neglected
to lelicitatc Shah Taltmcsp ll after he had overthrown the
Afgltan usttrper and recovered the throne of his ancestors.
Nay, the Elihli Government, tto doubt ottt of a timid love of
quiet, had itept up friendly relations with lvlir ‘Wais and his
son Husain tj the usurp-ers of Qandahar 3|, though the latter had
raided the province of lvlultart and ravaged the imperial
territory.

After the ettpulsion of the Afghans from Persia, Nadir had
sent All lv.'[ardan ithan Shamltt as ambassador to lndia to
inform the Dihli Court that acampaigtt against the Afghans
of Qandshar would be soon uttdertalten, ‘end to request
that the Emperor would order his suhahdar of ltabul to

i 

' All Httstin says that Shah Tahntasp ll, after recovering Isfahan, sent one
of his nobles to Lndia as envoy to report his accession and to request
Muhammad Shah to ltecp the Ghilteais out ol his territory; and that
after utc accession of the irrfant Abbas ill, u similar messagcwassent,
attt Jahansoslra. ill. shows that both tltese embassies were sent by Nadir.

Ill]
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prevent these Afghans frem escaping inte his territery.
Muhammad Shah replied that he bad issued instructions tn
this efiect and vreuld reinferee the army in Kabul te have this
vretlt dene,

After seme time Hat-iir sent a secend messenger-
Muhammad itli lihan, with a similar reqtteshantl the Dihli
Gevernment replied in the same terms. Wlten early in 173?
the Persians invested Qanrlahar and the leeal iltfgltans began
tel flee rterthviartls inte lvtughal Afghanistan, Nadir despatched
s ferce te Ulang lvturaghs. in the Qatar distriet, which was his
last eutpest en the [terse-lvlughal tirentier, te bar the path ef
the retreating Ghilsais. This detachment ravaged the ceuntry
up tn the earl cl" the hills ef ltalat, slaying aheut a rhettsand
Ghilsais and capturing mueh henty and many priseners. The
test tit‘ the tribe itett inte lvtughal territery, tewartls Ciharni
and Kabul, there being ne ltlughsl eflicer nr army en the
frentier te cbstruet them. The Persian generals, net having
received erders te cress the irentler, stepped there and reperted
the aliair re their master. Nadir Shah then [ 30th April t'i3'ij|
sent a third envey, 1'v!ll.tl1amrrtad Khan Tnrheman, tn India by
way ef Sindh, tn ask fer an eitplanatien ei this breach let"
premise en the part et‘ the Entperer. The messenger was
ertlerert tn spend net mere than Ferty days in intlla, hat bring
a reply within that p-cried. The Dihli Ceurt. hes.-ever. weultl
give hi|:n neitlter a reply net the permissien te return. its
imbecile pelicy is thus deserih-ed by AliHaIin: "fits seen as
this envey arrived at Ehahjahanabad he delivered his letter
and was telrl te wait; hat they were silent as tn any answer.
Sentetimes they were unable te agree in their etvn minds en
the qttestien el' writing any anstvet at all ; at ether times they
were perplexed [as te] what titles they sheuttl asete hlarlir
Shah .... ..Tbinlting the tletentien el' the arnhassaderastreite
el' State pelicy. they waited te see, if perehanee Hnsain the
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Afghan with the treeps besieged in Qartdahar gained the
victery nver Nadir Shah, and destreyed him er ptrt him te
flight ; en which event there weuld be an need ef writing any
answer te itis letter."

A year passed away in this way, and then after the fall ef
Qandahar, Nadir wrete te his envey in India tn return at
ence. The matter had passed heyettd the stage cl" eerrespen-
denee and discussinn. Nadir had decided en invading India.
[.l'alrnaitur.-‘in, 331432; Belfeut"s All Hnsin, Ilil-2S'itwhleh is
paraphrased in Siyar, i. £l3-5l4 j]

Neglected nan’ defenseless certdirierr sf
Afghanistan and the Panjeb

At this peiui. it is necessary tn step the narrative er‘ events
and leelr at the eeaditian er‘ the previnces farming the Herth-
western frentier ef the lvlughat Empire. Afghanistan had been
a preearieus petsessien and seuree ef weakness ta the
successers ef Baht-tr, but they had sneeeeded in eccupying the
cenntry and lteeping the passes frem India epen. The earlier
Mughal Ernperers had repeatedly visited Kabul. hut daring
the leng reign er‘ aurangseb. the imperial authnrity there was
serieusly imperilled. The fermidahle rebelllen, first ef the
‘fusnfsais ef Peshawar [I661] and then ef the iltfridis.ef
Khaibarl td'i1 }, was aggravated by a rising at‘ the Pathan
pepnlatian alang the entire Nerth-western frentier against
the ruler cf Dihli. The reseurces ef the whele Empire bad
te he ceneentrated under the Emperer*s petsenal eemmand
against the tribesmen. After tmly a tncdified suceess
A-urangseh returned frem the frentier where he had new
spent twe years, and peace ei a set-t was restated by prafnse
hrihery te the harder Afghans [I675], Heat year amir
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Khan e was appeinted geverner ef tlllabttl and he held the
pest fer 2| years with eenspictreus ability and stteeess.
Aurangaeh aserihes this vieerey's administrative triumph tn
his tactful dealings, practical sitill. pelicy ef lteeping the hillmen
usefully empleyed by enlisting them in the imperial army.
and his judieieus and eeenetnieal rnanagrment ef the treasury.
which enabled him tn pay regular subsidies te the clanstncn
living near the passes.

When Amie Khan died lfllitlll 1, he was lbllewed by
rte wnrtby sttecesset. iltfter a shert lull, treuble began Le
revive. But Shah alum, wlte geverned the previnre l'ren1
I699 te his father's death in Iillii, itept nrder fairly well.
He had a large and effieient army, and used ta rneve
abeut the eeuntry a geed deal, passing the winter at
Peshawar {which was then included in afganistatt ‘J. and
the summer at Kabul er Bamian; but he was ferced tn
centinue the pelicy cf bribing the pass Ftfghans tn main-
tain peaee. In 1709 er t'iltt, hlasir tthan, fcrmerly taujdar
ef Iamrud, was appeinted suhnhdar ef Kabul, and he
eentinued te held this pest till his death. aheut l'}'l£l, when
his sen, alse entitled 1"-lasir Ethan. sueeeeded him and was
tater cenfirrned in his e-thee by lvluhamntad Shah {ITED}.
This secend Nasir l=l.han’s mether was ef the Aigltan race
and he was expected ta succeed easily in ruling the prnvinee
and keeping the passes ep-en. [rhl. U. ill, S33. 1

Bat he was a simple-rninded and indelent man. His
cltief business was bunting, and when net engaged in ithe
spent his time in prayer. '[Sr'yar, i. 5'3. I Thus, the peace ef
the ceuntry was left te tatte care ef itselh and the reads became
uasate. i-its patren at Ceurt was lteshan-trd-daulah, a faveurite

— 2  |

I’ See]. Sarltat's Hlrtery tr_l'.-tlirrtngnitr, iii, { Irtd ed. J: 243,
and Studies in r'lrt'ta!'-lint Irrrtirrt li1'—-I IT.
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ct‘ the Emperar, and the imperial grant fer payments te
lteep the passes epen was sent te hlasir tthan thrnuglt tlte
hands cf this neble. f~l.esha|t—ud—dauIalt's rival lithan Dattran
accused him ef embezzling the mency. and induced the
Emperer te step this payment as useless. I’-lasir tt1han‘s
appeals were disregarded. Ftbeut tillll Rnshan-ud-dattlah
hltnseli fell nut et‘ favettt‘ and was dismissed. The resttlt
was that things in Afghanistan were teI't tn drift withcttt the
least hepe cf remedy.

As Ghulant Httsain writes. “hlclther the sttbahdttr ner
the earls-al-ttntrrrn [at Cnttrt] itept himself inf-arrtted abcut
the reads and passes at’ the ceuntry. He guards remained
en the reads. Owing te the weakness ef the Cievcrnment,
the lecal eiticers lest all fear ef hcing called re aceeunt.
htene cared ictr any ene else. nene feared. nenc seagltt
instructiens fretn any {higher etfleer |. Everywhere every
ene did whatever he liited. Any cne whe wished cmtld
ceme and gn [thretlgh these frentier reads. unquestiened ]:
the Emperer and his nebles never heard efit. They never
lnqtdred why ne news letter was cemittg tn Cettrt frem
any prcvinee er eutpest." [ .S't‘_tvtr. i. 93. I

‘When we centrast this negligence and stathfnlncss ef
lvtuhamntad Shah with the sleepless vigilanceaef Aurattgaeb
in respect ef the Persian frentier, we can realise the depth
et‘ inefficiency tc which the lviugltal administration had fallen
en the eve ef Nadir Sbah’s lnvasiert.

The geverner cf Kabul had sent repeated applicatiens
te the Entperc-r fer mency te pay his treepst but nebndy
paid any heed tn theta. as the lactinn eppased ta hint

"I Striking lllustrati-ans in. Harnld~ud-dtn‘s r"l.llti..trtrrr-i-r'lt"rrrt|_|_tl|'t,
4'9-52, trnrtsilated by J. Sarita: as .-trr.tten'etes nf riltrettgsih.
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was new in pcwer at Ecart and the Empercr never ertetcised
his ewn judgment net persenally leeired inte any business.
The sctldiers pasted in the previnee starved as
their salary tar live years was in arrears. ill-fed, ill-
equipped, ill-armed threttgh peverty, they pressed the subahtlar
ta pay them at least cne year's dues eut cf the five, se that they
might satisfy their crediters tn same erttcnt and have a little left
ever fer the ertpeases at’ marching. Nasir Ethan used re reassure
Lhem by saying. "Friends I why this ansiety ‘I l have written
te the Emperer and alse re tny agent at Ceurt, and the mency
is sure te ceme te-merrew, if net tn-day.“ when his agent
presented the applicatien tn Ittltan Dauran, the Arnir-ul-tttnara,
and in fear and trembling, described the alarming sitttatien in
Afghanistan, that nabie replied in derisien, "De yea thialr that
l am a petty simpieten that [shall be impressed by such a tale
as years 'l Clur heases are built en the plain ; we cle net fear
anything erteept what we can see with ear ewn eyes. Year
heuses stand en lefty hills. and therefene yen have prehably
sighted lvtengei and Qisilbash armies frem the reefs ef year
hnttsesl Reply te year master that we are writing fer mency tn
the geverner af Bengal t and when the iiteagal revenue arrives
alter the rainy sensen, the mency due will be euiclrty seatte
ttabul." "' (Anmtdram, ti-I2.)

These peeplc et‘ Dihli whe bare testimeny te the defenseless
cenditien ef Afghanistan, were sneered at as feels. lthan
I'.'.'lattratt's friends even suggested that the depataticn ef Rahal
citiaens with this repert hart been stage-managed by the waair

'4' Dn this Attartdram rightly remarlrs :“if the Afghans had been set te guard
the frentler with their wttele hearts and castemary bravery, they ceuld
have stepped the atlvanee ct‘ the Persian army leng can-ugh te enable
reinfcrcementstereaettthem frcnt Iltittli. and dten India weulrl net have
been sacked."
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and the Hit'ant{ the leaders ofthe Turani Faetion }. in order
to diseredit Khan Dauran and induee the Emperor to transfer
his eonfidenee to the former party t [Siyae i. as. ]

The result is best desoribed in the words oi‘ Ghttlattt
Husain : "It was impossible for Hasir Khan to prevent l"-ladir
Shah's entranoeinta India. The Gavemntent was rattan, the
Emperor was powerless. hlo money was sent to maintain the
administration in Afghanistan. The Subattdar, therefore.
sought his own eomiart and lived at Peshawar, entrusting the
l"orl of iiahttl to a tyiindnr with orders to eontrol and wateh the
passes leading into India." [.5?t'_i'nr, i. it-1.]

Equally negleetee and defenseless was the nest gateway at‘
lndia. the province oi‘ the Fanjah. Ialtariya P-than {sou of
Abdus Satnad Kilian} was the governor at‘ Lahore and Multan.
His family had eome from nhrar in Central Asia. and therefore
he was regarded as “a strong pillar ol' the Turani party." His
mother was a sister of the late ‘Wasir Muhamntad Arnie Khan's
wife. and he naturally. eseited the bitter opposition of the
Hindustani party under Hhatt Daurnn. ".i'.'altariya Khan was a
brave and aotive soldier and good administrator t he gave peaee
and prosperity to the province in his oharge by repeated
eampaigns against rebels and robbers. tar. U2. ii. Illa ;
nnandram. 133.] But the Hindustani party who possessed
the Emperor's ears, opposed all his applications to eottrt,
misrepresented his eltaraeter and motives and prevented money
and troops from being seat tn him when Nadir‘s invasion was
imminent.

' An astonishing example of this party raneour is supplied by the historian
Slntltir Khan itttt Indian Mohammedan oi Fanipat 1, who arts that
Ealtariya Hhan at the instigation of the Hiram and Saadai H.l'tln. who
wanted to overthrow I-tlhan Daarsn. clistoyully admitted Hattie into
Lahore!
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Thus, in the Emperor's hour of supreme need. faotious
jealousy and foolish distrust prevented any real attempt heing
made to repel the invttdttr irotn the Frontier, or even to eheeit
him there tong enough to enable defensive preparations to be
eontpleted at Dihli and the ttrrny oi‘ the Empire marshalied in
the Panjab. The ‘gateways oi‘ indie‘ t‘eil into Nttdir's hands at
the first tattelt, and yet tltu Foolish Emperor and his advisers
delayed their own "preparations for defottee itt the vaitt hope oi’
the enemy not being uble to foroe the passes oi’ Ptfgltanistan
and the rivers oi‘ the Panjah.
I Sueh "t'i|'1t5 the eondition oi the norit-western marehes oi’ India

wlten the storm hutst on them.

Nadir eont,tater.s' Northern rifgitnttistnn
from the ilrtttgfinis

On ttlth May tT3tt, the Persian tnanareh began his
ntaroh into i"-lorthern dtigltenisten to tnaite an end of his
Afghan enemies. Crossing the iviughat frontier at the
it-tlulthur spring, he halted at Qurtthagh. 36 miles s.w. ol'
Eihasni. A powert'ui detachment was sent under his youttger
son blast-attah to operate against the nigttans of Cihorband
sitd Etatnian in the north-west at" itahnl. when htadir
reaehed Qarahagh, Hnqi itihan the lviugltat governor of
Cihaeni fled away in terror; the qaais. sehotars and rieh
men of the eity waited an the invader with presents and
ot’i'er oi‘ submission. So. lte entered Cihazni in peaoe, 3ist
May, and treated the people watt. -

Two other detaehments had been operating against the
Huzaras or htll Afghatts. south-west of Ghaieni, who had
ttetied Hadir‘s troops. All who made timely submission
were pardoned. Bttt the men who resisted were put to the
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sword, their women dragged into captivity and their houses
destroyed. Titus seeuring his flanlr and rear, Nadir adttaneed
on it-Labul. The chief men of the city tried to avert the
storm by advancing two marches to welcome him on the
way, and he sent them back with rah-es oi‘ honour, presents
and reassuring words. Hat Sharm Khan, the commandant
of the citadel, with the soldiers of the garrison, decided
to offer resistanoe, and, shutting the fort-gates, prepared
for defence.

fin ltith Jone, hiadir‘s advance tents arrived near the
fort, but a part of the garrison sallied out and made a
hostile demonstration. The porters were not prepared for
resistance, and therefore, deolining the challenge, they quietly
set up the tents at a safe distanoe from the walls, at
Lllang, ttstt" league to the east oi" the city- Nadir arrived
here on the tttlt, and neat day he rode out towards the
Ellaeit Roeit to view the environs of the city and the
defences oi" its citadel. The garrison issued in force and
hogan to discharge their fire-arms at tiitn; but a charge
of the Persian escort drove them hactt to the [oat of the
watt. Nadir now hogan an investment of the city. His
guns and mortars, dragged up to the neighbouring heights.
played upon the walls. Do the seventh day (19th June}
the tower of dtqa-bin eoilapsed from the ahoclt of a big
gun fired from it, and a part of the wall it fell dawn;
the citadel eapitutttted, and the imperial treasury, horses,
elephants and stores at Itlahnt passed ittta It-isdlr’s
possession. [.i'oftnni:usita, 333-335. ]

' nnandratn ta. He tells the incredible story tltet ttte breach thus caused
was large enough to let 595 horsemen gallop through it abreast. The recoil
of a single gun could not have overthrown squsrtet-mite at‘ stotteweil.
Hanway t[ ii. 359 }s-ay that Hadir massacred the greater part oi‘ the garrison
including Sheree Iettett and his son, after the fall at’ Hsthut.

[15]
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I-tcre hc passed forty days to settle the affairs at‘ the
province, and here he was joined (let July} by his son
Hear-ullah who had returned after suhduing Eihorband
and Bamian. in the meantime. a letter had been received
from his envoy at Dihli reporting that the Emperor would
neither reply to his letter nor give the ambassador his
range’. at this Nadir Shah wrote a strong protest to the
Emperor and sent it with rt fast courier accompanied by
same leading men of itabut, who offered to etrplain the
real state of things in Afganlstan to the tvtughal Court.
in this letter Nadir Shah charges lvtuhatnmttd Shah with the
violation of his promise, delay in replying to embassies and
detention of the last Persian envoy for more than tt year,
in violation of the usage of nations. He points out how
the Afghans had done even greater havoc to tndis than
to Persia, and therefore in crushing them he was realty
doing it servioe to the Mttghal Empire. He explains how
the hostility of the imperial garrison in Kabul and their
alliance with the Afghans had forced him to tight them,
but that after their submission he had guarded them from
harm, as his sole intention was the punishment of his
Afghan enemies. The pany entrusted with this letter left
ltlabut on 3rd July. Etn their reaching Jalalabad, the itlabutl
notables were forced by the local governor‘ to go baett,
white the courier and his nine guards were robbed and
murdered by It neighbouring chieftstin, the son of lvlir Abbas.“

Meantime Nadir Shah had left Kabul t_'1'3ti't.itIly) on
aoeauntot scarcity of provisions there, and moved into the
more fertile and populous hills of Chahar~etr-|ras- blajrad and
Sufi. The hill-crests occupied by the local clartsmen were
stormed and the vanquished were forced to submit a_nd enter

"-ftlftttttiiftlltlttlt sss-sat. an Haein, ass.

[ 15 1



Hltfliit SHAH IH l'l!"lDI.It-

the Persian military servioe. After passing 22 days here, he
started for Gandarnatt on 25th August.

Then catne the news of the murder of the courier. The
Persian advanced guard made a sudden dash on Jalstabad and
sciaed the grain stored there. The governor fled, the chief
men submitted and yielded up the fort ( 'i'th September }. Hut
the city was subjected to a massacre in punishment of the
attacit on l"-tadirls courier. The hill-fort of it-tir Abbas’: son
was stormed, the men were put to the sword, and tho women
(including his sister and wives jiwere brought away to the
Persian camp as captives. [.l'nften.irtrsl‘trt, 33?-339, Ali Haain,
IE9. ]

after spending some days in regulating the administration
at‘ the country, the Persian lting advanced to aahar-Showlani
t to the south of Jalalttbad. in view of his ettpected long
absence in India, dte distance of Dihli from his base in Persia.
and probably also the accidents of war, Hadir Shah inyested
his eldest son tutirra Rate Quit with the crown of the deputy-
iting or regent of persia { Elrd November }, and sent him baclt
to that country amidst great pomp at the head of a strong
force.

that-or IT rn. s. w. of Jalatabed: Sttowtein _
tt spelt Eojil in Jeheniittrite l it mat. of Elahttr.
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CHAPTER ll

NADIH SHAH'S INVASIUN OF INDIA.
hl.t!'tDlFi SHAH CAPTUFIES

PESHAWAH AND LAHUH.

Clo dth November l'.i3S, the march towards indie was
resumed. The main army under biadir Sltah passed Jalalabad
on the littit and halteda mile beyond it. From this stage a
vanguard of l2,l'.lSlII picited cavalry proceeded ahead, followed
by another body of t5.tlllti men to guard the royal tents. Then
came the Centre and the itear.

Hasir Khan, the lvtughai governor at‘ Afghanistan, was,
according to his usual custom, living at Peshawar when he
heard oi‘ l'~tedir's conquest of Kabul and projected invasion of
lndia. He assembled some llldililil Afghans of the itlhaibar and
Peshawar districts and blocked the pass between att lviasjid and
Jamrud,-—the last outpost being l2 miles west of Peshawar.
His half-starved soidiery and hastily-raised tribal levies were in
no condition to oppose the Persian veterans flushed with it
hundred victories and led by u lteaven-born general.

in the afternoon of I--tttt November, after the otter prayer,
hladir Shah left his camp and baggage at Harilrab (so m. east
of Ialalnbad) under blast-utlah lviirna and made a rapid march
with light irit by the Sehschuba route. Tttougb the path was
steep attd estterneiy rough, he covered fifty miles before eight
o'clock nest morning and felt upon the lndian arrny in the
[€.haiba.t Pass most ttneitpcctcdly from the tianir. Etne charge
of the Persians scattered hlasir it-’.li:tan’s raw levies ; but be rcsis~
ted with his rcgttidr troops for some hours ; in the end he and
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several other nobles were captured ; is the rest of his army fled,
leaving their entire camp and property in the hands of the
victors. [.i'ohontltastrn, Sill-Sit-I ; All l-lacin 290.]

Three days after the victory, the Persian camp and reargut-trd
arrived there by the regular road. Cttr lilth l'-lovcmh-er Nadir
entered Peshawar without opposition and occupied the gover-
nor's palacc. fin tats December the advance was resumed.
A strong column under dtqa htluhamtnad was sent ahead to
raid and ravage the country and build a bridge over the indus
at nttoclt. During this onward march the other five rivers of
the Panjsb were crossed on foot. as they were all fordable in
that season. The Chinab was crossed at ‘tlt'aI.irabad about
so tn.n.w. of Lahor, tSth January 173?].

Zaltariya Khan, the governor of Labor, thottgh ttnsupporterl
by his master, had made what defensive arrangements he could
with his own limited resources. Sonte five thousands of his
men, under Qatandar Khan, held the fort of Kacha ivlirrta t at
Yaminabad, SD miles north of Lahor, as an advanced post,
while the goverttor himself stood with the built of his army

"' Mahdi says that hteslr lthan drew up his truopsintinc at‘ battle and
resisted the Persians for some time. .'.i'i_rnr ti. so says that this general
was captured, wounded and then revealed his name tsnd renlr. dtnnrttlratrt
{till asserts that t'-iasir as. was surprised while asleep in bed,and iterl in
confusion with tlllrlru.-git Bog it-than artel st few other attendants. Hanwey
fll. 362} tells us that bladlr tsottgltt over the pass Algltans whom the Dlhli
Co-t.1rt had itept in arrears for 4 years, and thus he could cross the pass
easily and unopposed. Haslr ithan deserted by his row levies at the
unexpected approach of Nadir. entrenched himself nest‘ Peshawar with
‘Ltttltt men, and taught for some hours; but his lines were stormed and his
rnen slain or crtptnretl. All l-lncin {Hill says that an imtrtenae crowd of the
tltfghlrts and of Hash i'l'.lt.‘s troops were cut to pieces in the valley.

yTl'tereisa iltittt Hi;‘a,gr.trt,a little cast at ‘tfaminnbad, in the .t'nt-lion
Allin.
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tprcbably ten er twelve thecsantt men) ten miles seuth, at tbe
Bridge cf Shah Dania. The Persian vanguard * tceit the fcrt,
killed Qalandar Khan, and dreye his trccps away. At the
news cf it, Iaieariya Khan fell baeir cn Lahcr, and Nadir
advanced tc the Bridge cf Shah Dacia, 20 miles ncrtlt cf that
city. Frcm this place, Abdul liaqi Khan, the Persian Wazir,
wrete tc Zakariyn Khan advising him te submit and thus
avcid useless blccdshed. lleirenirrttlrc, 343, Hsnway, ii. 365-66 ;
ritnandrarn. lfi-211.]

The banlr cf the Ravi, ncrth cf Lahcr had been entrenched
by Eaitariya Khan and big pieces cf artillery rncunted there tc
eppcse the Petsiun advance. fin llirtit January t'.F39, Nadir
marched frcrn the Bridge cf Shah Dacia, made a wide deteur
rcund Lahcr, leaving the Mughal defences a icng distance cn
his left, fcrded the river further dcwnstream and encaraped in
the Shalimar garden, five miles east cl‘ the city. All that day
Zatrariyn tthan succeeded in repulsing the attempts cl‘ the
Persians tc enter Luhcr. The fighting was resumed neat day
(tlth January], but early in the mcrntng the gcyemct"a sen
with a handful cf men left the field and made his way te Dihii
by lung marches. A large fcrce cf Indians under the I-amindat‘
ct‘ Adina-gar were ccnting tc reinfcrce Zaltariya Khan, when
they were etrertalten by the Persian slrirmislters at it-tulirpur,
l2 miles frem Lahcr, and dispersed, lcsing scmc ca'ptit'es.t

l

‘F Led by Hattlr Eh. acc. te Hanway. Esttsriye's tctll army is nut by All
Haain at H cr ti thcnsand regular hcrsc and his cwn militia.

+Tl1e Jn.l|arr.im.tirrr, p 344, ls ebeeare. and the iithcgraphed ten is current.
Adina Beg was Faujdar cf Ettltaccur, titl n1.s.e. cf Lnltct, at this time
ITilcit Dara pc-em]. ldc net knew any .-'Iri'ittr:I-gtIr- There is a Nerewar.
l4m.e. ct’ Lttltcr, hnt nc .y|'rrltr,enr. Fer may be Hr.-ttterpnr-Fnri. The test
cf the Jchnnktrafic may alse mean that these Indian Ire-cps fcrced their way
In Latter.
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Za itariya tthan feund resistance vain. tsic aid cculd ccme
frem Dihli. Sc, in the afternccn he sent Kifayat Khan, his
agent, tc l"~iadir's camp tc cffer subntissicn and beg fur safety.
rant day ttstn January). be himself went te the victer. deli-
vered the lteys cf the fart and presented acme large elephants
and rare ccrnmcdities. Nadir treated him itindiy, but listed a
ccntributicn -cf EU lalths cf rupees cn the city, part cf which
was paid cut cf the Gcvernment treasury ltltd the balance asse-
ssed cn the rich pecple. fin the l-ti-th, the Khan visited the
Persian Hing a secend time, paid the mency and thus saved the
city frctn the he-rrcrs cf a sacit. = He was received gracicusly,
presented with a rehe cf heneur, an Arab hcrse with a geld
entbrcidered saddle and ccstiy trappings, and jevvelletl swurd
and dagger, and retained in the gcverncrship cf Lahcr. But
his secend sen. H.aiyat—uilah ttlhan, was itept in the Persian
tting's train at the head cf 500 retainers, evidently as a hcstage
fer his father's fidelity.

Nadir spent sisteen days at Latter. Fatthrtud-dauiah, the
dismissed gcvernnr nf Kashmir, whc had been living here
in great pcverty and neglect, was reappcinlcd by Nadir tc
his p-cst. it-lasir ltlhan was released frurn captivity and
re-stered te the vtcercyaity ct‘ ttahul and Peshawar. A.
Persian ferce was detached tc guard the ferries and seize
the heats cn the rivers cf the Fanjab and see that
travellers tc and frem the Persian army during its stay in
India cculd easily pass. Thus the flanits and rear cl‘ the
invaders were ccmpletcly secured.

1'

 

F ananttrnm. 23; Jnttnnttnrlre. as-t; as I-tasin, ass. atn Tilntt
Des says that Leher was plundered after btadir"s entry intc it. and
that the Persian ltirtg, tttnttgtt appealed tn, did ncthing tc restrain his
setdtars. at Laher the inverters ttrst saw the wealth ct‘ s large tntiian
city.
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at Lsher it was definitely learnt that Muhammad Shah
had decided en war and was assembling his trceps frcm
all sides cf his itingdent te eppcse the Persians. Nadir
then wrctc a letter tc the Etnpercr, saying that as he was
a Turttesrnan and ct‘ the same race as the heuse cf Timur,
his intentiens were entirely friendly te the Emperer ef
Diltli. He repeated his fernter assertien that he had creased
the lvtttglsat frentler selely te punish the afghans whe
were as much the enenties cf India as cl‘ Persia, and he
again cetnplained that lvluhamrnad Shah had treated all
his three envcys in vinlaticn cf friendship and dipletnatic
usage. Lastly, ltladir warned the lvtugltai Ccurl ef the
censequences cf geing te wnr, thcugh he held ferth hepes
cf his parden, siteutd the lndian army chiefs, after their
defeat, submit te him. Ldnlrertttterhn, 345-346.]

l*~lat|ir's invasien spread ruitt and diserder threughcut
the Panjab. tit. cavalry screen was by his erder sent ahead
tn malts swift raids [.rt.trtt~rnal‘_t and plunder the cities and
richer villages cf the prevince and at the same time recen-
ncitre the ccuntry 30 er -til] ntiies in advance cf his army.
at Attack he had instructed his vanguard tc plunder and
ravage witheut tnerey. “tlities like Waairabad,Yaminabad,
Gujarat, etc... and big villages leach like half a city 1
were reduced tc blaclt ashes. All ever the land prcpctty
was plundered and wcnten uutraged." ltltnandrsut, lti and
11,] Tilelt Das b-ears witness re the plunder ef Lahere,
Jaiandhar and evidently ether tewns en his reute. But
this was net the enly misery cf the prevince. A fereign
invasien gives the wished-fer eppertunity tc the lawless;
eppresscrs and predatcry classes, sc leng ccnttclled by
Cievernntent, raise their heads when they see the Gevernntent
engaged in self-defence. Shaiith -iitli Has. whc was
travelling frem Laher tn Sarhind at this titrte, thus describes
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the state cf things {p.292}: “The whele previnee was
in ecmpiete reycluticn. Every persen put ferth his hand
te plunder and pillage, and acme theusands -cf rubbers
beset the public reads....The whale cf that time, whether
en the rend cr at the [halting] staticns. passed infighting
and ecntentien."

Nrrdtir Mcrchcsfreter Lchure it-I Kernel
Leaving Lahere en 25th January I139, Nadir Shah

reached Sarhind en 5th February. Here he learrtt that
Muhammad Shah was ertcamped with his army at Itiarnal,
eighly-twc miles frem him. A farce ct‘ d,Eliiti cavalry was
sent ahead tc reccrtncitre the ceuntry up tc the imperial
camp and rcpcrt en the enerny‘s strength and dispnsitiens.
I"-lettt day the main anny reached Rajah Sarai [ntcdern
Rajpura], I6 milesaeutheast nf Sarhind. and en the day
fcilcwing (Fth February) rhmbttla, i3 miles further east.
Here the Persitut Iting left his harem and heavy baggage
under a streng esccrt, while he himself marched eut en
the Eth with a mcbile lighting fcrce and light artillery
carried en cttrnels, and reached Shahabad, l'.i' miles eastef
anthala, at the end cf the day. This place was enly 315
miles nerth cf ltarnal.

lvleantinte the Persian scents had reached the cutsltirts ef
the htughal cantp in the night between the ‘lth and the Eth.
They had fallen upen the artillery, ltilled acme men and
taiten seme cthers captive. and finally retired te Sarai
.aaintab-att,* 12 miles nerth cf Elatrtai. The feilcwing night

Id tr asimabad is placed in the map aecempanying 't'hern's Meateir
qr‘ rite i-Far and else l.ett‘s atlas ah-nut 3 miles nerth cf Taraerl and
ill rttilitls scuth cf Thauesar. The Chrrhnr Gnlrhan livlle it as the stage
nest le Thsnesar en the Dlhli-Lsttere read l India cf rltttraageib it
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these captured Indians were preducetl hefcre it-ladir whe
questicued them abeut the lvtugltai army. The party at
thtimabad was strengthened and wanted te saeut canticusly
witheut precipitating a battle. On the ltlth, if-iadir resnmed
his march frem Eihahabad and reached Thanesar {tit m.
setttb }that evening and aarai sereteae if Ill m. further seatlt 1
an heur and a half after sunrise en the llth.

This Etarai was a big stene and hriett heuse, in which the
faajdar and chief men ef tttmbala had tatten refuge. but as
seen as the Persian artillery began tn play upc-rt_it, they cried
quarter. Here full infermatien ehtained abeut the ltttpt-.tial
encampment at I-tarnal. which was enly twelve miles cit‘. We
must new turn te the deittgs cf Muhammad Shah and his
advisers. [ Jehenwurhe, 34t‘i—3dE 1

Freceedings cf the Imperial Cenrr during’
Nrtdirts invasien _

The [Jreceedinga cf the Dihli Ceurt during .i'tiadir‘s invasien
fcrm a tale cfdisgraceful iuelftciency, amettnting te imbeeillty.
The news ef the less ef Kabul {l9th June, 1133] mttsl have
reaehed Dihli in the first sveeit cl‘ July, but fer several menths
nething was tlene in guard the frcntiers. When Nadir creased
the Kltstibar Pass l_'l5th I"-lev.}, his mctive cculd ne lenger he
mistalten, and yet fut twe menths afterwards nc energetic
step was tatten tn meet a danger new manifest te all. True, en
Ind December W33, the Empeter had fermatly given leave te
his three highest nebles, ltirnad.-ud-dattlah, Qantas-ud-din lilhan
{the waeirl, itiisam-ui-mull: asst .l'al't t',ti'te ititiaitil er Regent] and
Samsam-ud-danish Ethan Dauran {the Amir-ul-urnara and
Halthshi ct the head cf the military department], tc set
cut against the invader, and ctte ltrer cf rupees had been
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granted to them for their ttrtperiai-5. They eneamped outside
Dihli in the Shaliraar garden near Surat Haoli and wasted full
one month there.“

The news ot‘ Nadir Shah having, erossetl the river at Pittoslt
must have reaehed Elihli on Hllth laaaary, 1139. Then the
imperial army was urged to hurry on. The Court still hoped
for mush from the stand to he raade by Iattariya it-Lt-is-e. whom
they had refused to reiaforee. But when that poor governor
proved no tnttteh For the world-oonqueror, the ery at‘ treaehery
was raised: the Hindustani party at Court falsely aeeostd the
Khan of having distoyally surrendered Lahore fort to the
Persians, as he was a man from itiharasan lilte Hadir himself.

[ Shaitir]
at the first bruit of Nadir Shah's invasion. the imperial

Court had discovered its ineompeteaee and summoned the
Hisatn to give it counsel. He was the last survivor of the great
age of Fturartgseb, a grey-haired veteran ot‘ many fights. a man.
rieh in the eaperienoe of life, and an expert in dipiornaey. Hut
the Hiaant was not given the supreme oomraanel and dietatorial
authority which stteh a erisis required. nor did he enjoy the
eontidenee of his master whose ears were possessed by Khan
Dauran and the Hindustani party. This Khan Dauran had a
very high opinion of Rajput valour. He it-aused farrrtoar to he
sent surnntoning to the E.mparor‘s aid his own protegea the
Hindu Ftajhas, especially Sawai Ilai Singh. But Rajputana had
been hopelessly alienated since Attrangselfs time. and lai Sing]:
anti other ehieitains were now ainting at politlr-al salttation by

it | l — — |-1-.-1-iii

Hlanway (ii 3&0] lays that Khan Daaraa stopped hare owing: tothe
l'~lir.|1t1'B jealousy and dissortl. The Dfhlt Chrordele says that nee-ountanta
for their armies were appointed as late as Hth and Ifltli D-eorrrnlJer,;—th'I=y
tooir things so leisurely. Ho doubt. this month (2. 31 Dec.) was Harm-an
or the month of fasting. But Auranitzeth had elmpalpzled in Hamish-
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declaring their independence and calling in the ivlahrattas to
help in dissolving the Empire. The itajahs made eseuses and
delayed coming. Muhammad Shah even appealed to Haji Etao.
as tve learn from the following letter ol‘ the Peshwa to his
general Pilaji Jadon :

“l shall march to Northern india by regular stages. The
Persian sovereign Tahsnasp Quit has come to conquer the
world. To help Muhammad Shah, E am sending the lvlalwa
force under Ivialhar Rap Holitar, itsnuji Sintlhia, and [Uduji]
Paar. it is aglory to this usonarehy [i.e., the lviahrarta State]
to help the Emperor of Dihli at such a time." ['r'laj. vi.. No. I30]
‘But reliance on the tviahrattas, even ii’ seriously contem-
plated. proved lilte leaning on u brolten reed. tie [Jalthini
force same to the Emperor's assistance at Harnal or even in
time to defend Dihli after the imperial defeat in the field. Cln
the contrary. the lvtahraita envoy in the Etl'tpl'.tl‘lZlI":l camp at
ll’-Zatnal was glad to ntalte his eseape by jungle paths otl 15th
February and seeit safety by retreating as fat south as Jaipur.
Bajl Rae himsell‘ in his nest letter is found contemplating the
defence of the Narmada line to bar the southward advanoe ct‘
Nadir. A iviahtatta defense of It-iorthern India was not to be
thought oi‘.

The imperial forces passed the month oi‘ Ramses [Decem-
ber. I133] outside ilihll in utter idleness. Then came the news
ol‘ the Persians having crossed at attoclc. So, at last on lfith
January l'l39, the three nobles began to march towards Lahore,
after urging the Emperor with one breath and etttreme t:I't1pl'|a-
sis that he should join the army in person. llln the lath they
reaehed Panipat, S5 miles north of Dihli.

Do that day tlStb January}. Muhammad Shah himself
issued from Dihli. and on the 11th he reached Panipat, where
his generals bad been halting t'or nine days in ettpectatinn oi‘
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his coming ! l~ladir‘s capture of Lahore had already been learnt
by the Court, and it was found too late to save that city. So. it
was decided to encamp and wait for the enemy at Karnai.
where there was an abundance of water from Ali lvtardanls
canal and the extensive plain around supplied opportunities-for
manoeuvring large bodies of cavalry. A halt was also necessary
to enable Saadat Jllhrtn. the governor of Dudh, to join with his
llhlldll horsemen. Relnforcements were also espected from
Rajputana.

The E'.rnperor‘s advisers. particularly the bliaam, therefore.
decided to entreneh at liiarnal instead of rislting a battle. Under
the direction of Sad-Ltd-din Khan, lvtir attash, the camp was
enclosed with a mud-wall many miles in circuit. along this
line the gtlns were ranged side by side ; soldiers were posted in
the trenches to lteep watch day and night. [r-hnandram. 25;
Shaltir till :, Chronicle ; Siyar. i. 95 : Bayou J1. Jotrhur-i-snntsorn
in Elliot viii, 74.]

The Rival’ forces at Kernel:
the imperial encampment -

The Persian army at illarnnl is estimated by Rustam All
at 55,tlllll horse. This number is nearest the truth. We itnow
from lrlirm lvlahdi‘s history that Hadir Shah had started from
Persia with SlJ,DilD troops, and though he had enlisted Afghans
on the way and possibly also received drafts from home, he had
to detach large forces to garrison the many conquered forts and
guard the long line of communication in his rear, as well as to
escort his eldest son on his return to Persia. Hanway says that
Hadir reaehed Tilawri ii. c.. Taraori near .-ltaimabadl with
Ilil,El'l]iJ men ; this was, clearly. exclusive of his vanguard and
rear. The entire Persian camp contained lt'ilJ,tldD souls. of
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whore one-third were servants, but these were all mounted and
some of them completely armed, so that they could talte part in
plunder and the defence of their baggage. There were also
more titan ti,t'Jfltl women, dressed with great coats thsrarril of
crimson eloth, lilte the men, and not to be distinguished from
the latter at a distance. [Hat-twsy, ll. so:-'.]

The imperial army is put by Hndir's secretary at three
hundred thousand ‘renowned soltiicrs,'I S,lJfIEl fighting elephants
and 3l,lliJlJ pieces of artillery. ltustam Ali's figures are two
hundred thousand horse, innumerable foot, l,5t'ltl elephants and
many guns. [E'.lliot, vili, titl.] The nuntbers are still further
eitaggerated by the later l.alt|‘u1au historian Ghulatn rltii, who
gives five hundred thousand horse and foot, S,tlii'[l pieces of
artillery of all calibres, and | l,illll] tents. Itraort, 24-] rtnandram
who was a secretary to the Wasir and accompanied the army to
Panipat, puts the number as 5ll,tlllll horsemen besides the
personal contiugents of the three nobles. We ltnow that the
Hiaant had brought with himself only 3,tl{llI‘t men. So the total
lndian lighting force at itamnl could not have exceeded iitlllll
men.

But the number nl' non-combatants with it was estcessive.
Even at the cud of the lath century a modern European army
operating in the same area carried nine non-combatants to one
fighter. Lord Lalte’s camp contained three hundred thousand
souls, out of whom only stttostt were soldiers. as the Emperor
himself with his harem and the lusurious grandees with their
families were present, we shall notbe wrong in estimating the
population in the camp at Karnal at a million men.

I Sn runny could not have been all renowned 1 Haetway give:
"hearty two hundred thousand. the great part
of which was cavalry.“
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The circuit of the lndian camp is said by one authority to
have been twelve miles. [J-lanway, ii, 3154] But such an encr-
mous length of wall could not be adequately defended against
an active enemy with a very mobile cavalry and light artillery
curried on camels. The result was that the lndian army from
the very outset lost its mobility and aggressive power. and
became helplessly beleaguered litre the lviahratta army of
Sadashiv Hbao in the town of Fanipat 21 years later-

The wrong strategy of the Emperor became evident as soon
as the enemy came into touch and made the neighbourhood
unsafe for small parties. The lndian army, owing to its vast
number. -a million souls. besides animals,-—cou|d scarcely find
space to ertcarttp on. The Persian horsemen made attack from
all sides, and carried oli corn. grass and fuel, so that the price
of grain rose enormously in the camp. "' [_R.ttstam .Ftli.] Within
four days ofthe battle of l'~'.'.arna| this huge mass of men had
eaten up all their store of food, and then after live days of
fasting the entire army surrendered.

Nadir corrtes into roach with Indian army
at Ks-rnoi, Ilith February

The city of Kernel lies on the ancient highway from Dihli
to Lahore, about ‘I5 miles north ofthe tvtughal capital. so miles
north of Fanipat. and nine tnit south of Taraori, where so
many historic battles for deciding the lordship oi’ Northern
_ij— ii - 

*" tltli Haain, then at Dlhil, saystlitet -sttnte thing : "The Indians, having
gathered their artttier;v around. were closely hemrnert in by their own held
pieces and as n division or the Qlzilbashes had also formed I. ring on every
stile oi them, all intercourse with the outside was eiosetl to ll'lem.al1d dearth
and famine roll on that arrny.........lvtuharmnarl Shah, and his inttttmerable
multitude. finding the lllitilbasb cavalry spread around them on all sides.
were afraid to stir. and although they saw thernselves unable to maintain
their position. they remained on the spot.“
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India have been fnught. Even liurultshetra. the scene at the
mytltieal warfare between the Fandaitas and ltlauravas. is enly
as miles nerth et‘ it. Hence it was in the natural fitness nt
things that the tieeiaiye eneettnter between India antl Persia
teak plaee at itarnal.

The eanal of Mi Mardan Khan skirts the eastern side nil‘ the
tewn. Between this ettnal and the riyer Jumuna east at‘ it,
there is a plain five tn seven miles in breadth. fit fer erwalry
rnaneeuyres en a large aeale. Muhammad Shah had ierrnetl
his entrenched eanip aleng the western lsanit at‘ the eanttl. with
the walled tnwn ni‘ ltlarnal immediately seuth at‘ him. Sarai
itteltnahatl. the last statinn at the invaders, stands ll miles
nerth of lilarnal and some ten miles west ef the eanal. The
first eight miles ttf the grettntl between tasirnalziatl and Karnal
were then eeyeretl with a dense jungle "' with a single narrew
path erdssing ir_ The four miles immediately ttttrth tit‘ ltarnal
were a level plain Free frem jungles. Muhammad Shalfs Fran!
and tight were, therefnre, naturally prnteeted by the jungle and
the eanai. respeetiyely. The dispnsttinn nt‘ the lndian army
wae- the hliaam in the yen faelng the nerth er slightly nerth-
west with artillery em turd sides at’ him, tlte Waair in the left
er west, the Empernr in the eentre, and Khan Dauran in the
right er east. [Jnhsttkushu 345, 343 ; Hanway, ii, 3t'i-4. 1 I

Nadir Shah had arrived at Sarai fit:-imahad early in the
ttitttning tsf Sunday, Ilth February, H351‘- A feiree elf t5,lJtl[i
ltttrsemen. eempnsed tit‘ the best trnnpa tit" Ifittrdiatan, led by
Haji Khan, divided into twti he-dies, had previously reet.:mnai-

*TIiislungle enminuetttilli the early years nl‘ the tam eentury. Thnrn
1.’ Mmtetrnffhe mar. F. -tan; writes in tstts eheut the trata frem Itihli tn
Settepet, “The whale eI' this eittuntry which was Fennerly fertilised lsya
eanaldug by All Mardae Khan. is new tstrergrtitwn with jungle. and is
g-errerttlly in it very tletttslrtte state,“
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tred the oountry along both hanks oi‘ the eanal up to the very
edge of the imperial camp. These seouts now reported on the
state of the ground and prodtteed prisoners eaptured outside
the lvllttghal lines.

Learning the ettaet dispositions of the imperial army and
the oonditlnn oi the ground in its environs, Nadir Shah deeided
to avoid a frontal attaelt anti malte a wide detour along the east
of ltarnal, so as to lteep toueh with the Jsrnuna and its
abundant water supply on his left tianlt and also to out
lvlughal line of eotnmttnieatlon with Dihli by seizing the town
of Panipat in the rear. His strategy was intended to foree
Muhammad Shah to oome out of his lines and aoeept battle on
afield ehosen by Nadir or to remain helplessly shut up in
ltarnal while the Persians would tnareh to Dihli unmolested.
Ilnlrrrnlttrslta, Eli‘-IE. 1 This plan stteeeedetl admirably and rnuoh
sooner than was ettpeeted.

Etelore sunrise on Monday, ilith February, the Persian army
marched out oi" Sarai aeimahatl, erossecl the eanal some nine
miles east of that town, and eneatnped one level plain sitt
miles north-east oliiarnal, evidently n little north of Hunjpuffl
and within sight of the Iatnuna. ‘While the maitt division
halted here, Nadir with a small eeeort galloped to the
neighbourhood of lvluhamniad 5hah*s position which we
intlieated by his standards and flags and the eorteentration oi‘
artillery round it. After reennnoitring the enemy*s numbers
and dispositions, he returned to his own tents.

lo the evening a report was brought to him that Saadat
Khan, who was earning from Dudb to the aid of the Emperor
with 30,000 eavalry, artillery anti stores, had reaehed Panipat.
lrnntedintely a division of the Persian army was told oil‘ to
interoept him. A seeond and very strong division was detached
that very night to threaten the eastern fittnlt ofthe lvlughal

[41]
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tramp, though small bodies of shirmishers had been already
hovering round it at a ntile’s distanoe, eutting ell‘ stragglers.
[.-Wrmiltarho, 349.]

Kernel .' frtdions Israefor eontbnr

The fatal Tuesday. the 13th of February, I739, dawned. The
Persian army sdvaneed from its position in three divisions
along the plain between the eanal and the Jamuna, a belt nearly
five miles in breadth. Prinee Hasr-uliah, in charge of the
Centre, was ordered to marsh from the bank of the Jamunss
and latte post nerth oi tvluhamniad Shah's eernp, faeing the
l‘~li1am's division. Nadir Shah himself, at the head ofthe
vanguard, first arrived opposite the Indian position on
the eanal, but learning on the way that Saadat l-than had joined
the Emperor at midnight, he swerved aside to his let‘t and
pitehed his eamp on a spaeieus field, three miles east oi‘ the
enemy and a mile or two west oi‘ the .Iamuna. Here his son
joined him wii]1 the Centre. In these movements the Forenonn
was passed, and the sntt had begun to deeline from the
meridian when suddenly the lntlians were seen eoming out of
their lines to ofl‘er battle.

To understand bow this happened, it is neeessary for us to
ltnow the events in the imperial eamp. Dn reeeiving his
rnsster’s appeal l'or aid, Saadat lthan had lelt his provinne of
Cludh at the head of 10,000 horse, artillery and materials at’
war, and made suoeesslve marshes For one month to reaeh
Elarnal. He had arrived at Diltll on Tth February and halted
there for one day only. The 55 miles between Dihli and Pani~

* httrea lvtahdi says. ‘from the norlltetn side oi‘ the river .lnniutut,' which
implies that the Prinee's division had been thrown aernes the rivers the day
before, in order to protest Nadir’: left flanlt. blot liltely.
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pat were covered itt three days, and then on the dth day, the
lath of February, lie made a supreme etibrt and passed the
remaining I0 miles, reaching lllarnal at midnight with the
rnain part oi‘ his army, while his camp and baggage slowly
straggled behind, in a long litie insttflieientiy guarded, one
day's mareh behind, as was the usual thing with Indian
armies.

We have seen that on the llth the Persian scouts had
advanced 31 miles from their own camp and secured news of
Saadat lt.han"s position at Panipat. Hut the intelligence
department of the lndian army seems to have been hopelessly
careless or ineliioient, Saadat l"l.haJ'.t bad not found out the
enemy's whereabouts, nor talten care to protect his baggage
train against a possible attack. The Emperor himself at
Kamal had been equally careless. As Ghulam Husain writes,
" None in the imperial eamp itnew oi‘ the ttear arrival oi‘
Nadir from Lahore, tlll one day some men at the oortt-dealers
( bonjoros } who had gone sis or eight miles outside to bring in
fodder, came bash wounded and panic-striciten alter a sudden
encounter with the Persian scouts, and the ery ran through the
encampment ‘Nadir has eomel Nadir has eontel‘ A ntortal
tear seiaed the army and the longing for Saadat Khan‘: arrival
became ltoencr." [' i, EH5. ]

About midnight, llth February, Saadat Khan arrived
near l."-Lrtrnttl. He was welcomed amile in advance by Khan
Dauran and conducted within the lines. in the morning be
waited on the Emperor. rittter the ttsnal enurteaies had been
exchanged, a eeuncil oi‘ war was held in the imperial presence
and plans oi‘ operations were being discussed, when news
arrived that the Persian advanced sltirmishers had fallen upon
saadst It'Ihan‘s baggage and were carrying oil’ 50D loaded
camels. [i-Iarel‘taran.]

[ 43 l
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The I-than immediately tooit up his sword which he had
laid down on the earpet before the Emperor, and asltetl
for permission to depart and light the Persians‘. The
Niaam counselled delay, urging that the Dudh soldiers
were worn out by one month's inoessant marching and
Itltijttlftttl some days‘ rest to beconte fit again. lvtorenver,
the sun had already begun to dociine, and they would
have only three hours ct" daylight left for fighting after
mashing the ilcld. Khan El-auran also pointed out that as
the imperial troops ltad not been previously warned to be
ready to fight that day, they would talte a long time to
assemble arm and form line oi‘ battle. It was t'the two

-nebles urgedl therefore better to fight the nest day, when
they would be able to advance in proper array with arti-
llery and full preparations and to follow their accustomed
tactics. Etno courtier even told Eaadat Khan that 500
camels were nothing to a man litre him, and that if be
could defeat Nadir Shah,-as they hoped to do easily by
a pitched battle the nest day,-the entire Persian royal
camp and its wealth would be their prey.

Hut he would not listen to this advice and insisted on
going out to the rescue of his eamp followers. Sending
out some heralds to proclaim in his camp that all his

- ‘l Harbbarnn ‘says that the Emperor distrusted Sandal Elton for being rt
native of Persia and made him svrear fidelity on the i,‘-‘rrreri in his presenter.
Siycr asserts that Saadat it-ad talten leave oi’ the Emperor and was waiting for
his baggage in the quarters assigned to him t behind these oi‘ ttban Danntnl
when he learnt ot the attactt. Elut llhaltir Ith. | then in the camp i. Abdul
ltiarim and Herettarae r-es‘ that he heard the report in the Emperor‘: dttrbar.
The Dlhll t'-'lrrett-let’: says that the Emperor ordered .."ilaati.ut to go out and
atlaelr the Persians. Anandram says that the Emperor overruled I-than
Bataan‘: objection to fighting an that day. All other authorities hold that
the Emperor agreed with the btiesm to defer the action till nest day.
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soldisrs should assemble and foitow him. he hastened to
the point oi" attaoit with only his escort and the troops
within aaii, amounting to a thousand horse and t1 faw
hundred foot, but without any artillery. The Indian oavalr_',=-
man‘s employment depended upon the life of his horse,
which was his own property, and therefore he was tnost
rainotant to risk it or fatigue it too mush. After amonth
of fast riding, they refused to stir out that day, saying
that as their master had gono to visit the Emperor ha
sonld not nossihiv havo issued for battle, Stilt, nearly
4,000 oavalry and i.iJtHIi infantry joined him in the end.
[ Rayon, 34 ; iitiiandrarn, 2'7. ]

As Saadat Khan oatne to the iieid. the Persian skirmi-
shors pretendod iiight; ho gave them ehssa and was thus
inred away to a distanoe of two miles from his eamp.
He sent oEi' oouriars to tho Emperor hogging for raini'oroe-
manta to oornpioto the viotorv. hduhararnad Shah tools
oonnsol of the Hisam, who raniied that as the fight was
in the east oiimperial oamp, Khan Dauran who commanded
the division nearest to that point w's., the Right Wing.
shouid go. Khan Danran obeyed the order "' and issued
forth on an elephant without waiting to assern‘oie his ftlll
aontingant or drag out his artillery. As he was very popular
with the soldiers, rnanv oi‘ them. on hearing oi‘ his having
issued to battle, armed and joinod him of thoir own aooord
in sttooessive drafts, tiii at last he had sornt: EJJDD horso round
hii'n_

Later, in the afternoon, the Emperor himself Instr:-had
out of his tonis with tho Waair and stood with rnsrsilliliied
ranks by rho side oi‘ tho oanal, but more as a distant

F Immediately i aosording to Bonn: is or liter
some grtsrnhiing. aoeordirig to Anandram.
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spectator oi‘ the battle than as a participator in it. The
delay in the starting of the diiTet‘ent divisions. the ahsenee
of a eommon pre-arranged plan of battle and the laeit of
one supreme dirtetor oi‘ operations on the lndian side.
led to their three divisions heing separated from one another
by more than a rniIe‘s interval. Saadnt Khan formed the
Right Wing whieh was in the e:t.treme east and near the
Jumuna, i-than lIiaoran‘s division now beeatne the Centre and
stood in the middle oi‘ the plain, while the Waair and the
Emperor Formed the Left Wing bordering on the eanal.
Gradually, hy the end of the day, when the suooessive groups
oi‘ imperialists had marched up to the tieid, they formed a vest
eoneottrse of men, filling the wide plain from their own eamp
to the plaee of eonfliet. with two intervals as deserihed shove.
The Left Wing (under the Emperor l had dragged out lield
artillery from behind the shelter oi‘ the trenehes and had also
pitched small tents in the plain for its ohiets ; it did not. how-
ever, engage the enemy at all.

Bus this array was a mob, it laoked cohesion; ithad no
animating son], no unity" or oorrnnand nor indeed any leading
at all. The rnain portion of it stood stoelt-still, far away from
the point ofimpaet, without oontrihuting anything to the stra-
ggie, and their vast number only eaused a vastor hntehery

tiring the retreat. The eittretttely mobile enemy, led by the
greatest living general in Asia, struelt the lndian host
or evaded it as.they Found most advantageous to them. Nadir
Shah‘s genius neutralized the superiority in nurnhers and the
desperate velour of many of the Indian soldiers.

Barrie ofKarrtoi, 13th Fabraary

When, a little after midday, Sttadat It'.lsan's array was seen to
eome forth to the plain, news of it was at onee eatried to
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Nadir. He was highly elated to bear of it. I-te had been wishing
for such a day, as.his Court historian remarlts, and it bad
some unespeetedly soon. The lndian army had been drawn out
of its strongly entrenehed Position, and at last a battle of
manoetlvres was possible in which the Persian general eould
show his genius.

I"-ladir's arrangements were swiftly made, so as not to let
the enemy escape through night-fail before his worlt ol‘ destruc-
tion was fuily done. He left a division to guard his camp ; his
Centre was placed in charge of his son hiast-ullah with many
noted wanders and a powerful artillery. The vanguard was
under his own eomntand. Three tlsousand of his best troops
were formed into three different bodies and plaoed in arnbush.
Two small bodies, each consisting of Sfltl swift horsemen, were
sent against Sattdat tthan and lthan Dautan in order to draw
them further into the field." hiaelir himself, elad in full armour
and wearing an ornamented helmet, mounted a fleet horse and
marched into the fight with one thousand pioited Turitish
horsemen of his own eian tthe Afsltarj, to direet the battle. The
Persian army was entirely composed of cavalry, and their
artillery consisted of_,iosair,i.e., long mnsltets or ‘swivel-guns,
seven or eight feet in length, with a prong to test on. In
addition, there were sombvrnss or long swivels tiring one or
two pound balls; “each of these pieces, with its -stoelt, was
mounted on a camel, whieh luy down at eommand ; and'from
the hselts of these animals, trained to this estereise, they charged
and ftred these guns.“ [.fa.ln:tnlrashrr, 351; Hanway, ii, 3-53, 153.]

"* -titty.-:trs differs I '*i'~iattir*s Right Wing was planed under Tahmasp Quit
Jalair, Left under Filth All and 1.-tlft ehli fltfehlr, Centre under hlssr-ullati
and the vanguard, eonsisting of -tl,DtltJ cavalry carrying Jessa‘, under
himself."
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In order to bathe the elephants, on which the indians mostly
relied for effect, he caused a number of platforms to be made
and fitted each across two camels. fin these platforms he laid
naphtha and a miirture of combustible-s with orders to set thern
on fire during the battle. The elephants were sure to lice away
at the sight of the r|uioltiy approaching fire and put the lndian
army behind them in disorder. [t-Ianway, ii., 369.]

The Persian sltirmishers had effectively screened their main
position where biadir had stationed Ii,ulltl of his best troops,
dismounted his swivels and ranged thcrn along the front with
their barrels rearing on prongs.

The battle began a little afar one o‘clocir in the afternoon
with adischarge of arrows on both sides. The Persian scouts
pretended flight, turning hacii. in their saddle and discharging
their bows and rnusitets while gailopittg. in the manner of
their Farthian ancestors. Saadat it-Chan gave chase and was
thus drawn to the ambush three or four miles east of the
imperial camp and the support of its artillery. Suddenly
the cavalry soreen drew aside in front and Saadat lt'.'.hrur‘s
army was assailed by the discharge of many hundred
swivel-guns at point-blanit range. [t-tarchcrsn. ] The bravest
of his troopers who rode foremost fell. After standing this
murderous fire for a short while. the lndian vanguard lied.
[.ti.nnndram.] Hut Saadat Khan maintained his ground for
some time longer, amidst a band of devoted followers,
who fought to the death. tint early in the evening he
was forced out of the field, and the fight in the extreme
Right of the lvtughal army ceased.

The same fate overtoolt Khan Dauran's division in
another part of the field titre Centre ‘_t, though he made a
longer stand. The rapid lire of the Persian swivel-guns
carried death into his ranlts, without a chance of reply.
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The masterly tactics of Nadir, aided by tho recklessness
and utter want of gencralship of the lndian chiefs, had
separated the three divisions of the imperial army from
one another by more than st rnilc‘s interval, so that the
soldiers of each division mcrcly heard the sound of firing
in llrc other parts of the ftcld. but could learn nothing
of the plight of their brethren, much less hasten to t.heir
aid. lilhnn Dauran could not co-operate with his friend
Saadat Ithan, however much he wished it. The it-lisarn,
though the ablcst general on tho Indian side, was absolutely
inert throughout the day and gnve no help to Khan Dauran
or Enndat ltlhan. probably because he hoped {as Ab-dul
litarim suggests ] to talte the places of these rivals at Court
if they perished. Tho Emperor wtts imbecile and stood
like a wooden figure in the extreme Left. at the points
of contact the lntlians had a numerical inferiority and
were for away from the aid of their heavy artillery. Their
generals mounted on tnll elephants became targets for the
enetriy"s fire, while the nimble Persian horsetnctt hovered
rottnrl beyond the rcach of the weapons of the Ittrtlians.

The murderous lire of Nadir"s gunners continued for two
hours. The Indians fought bravely, but gave up their lives
as a vain sacrifice, because f in the words of Abdul Karim}
"arrows cannot answer bullets." ‘When the situation became
absolutely hopeless and most of their officers had fallen, about
l,U~ui] of the bravest soldiers oi‘ ithan Ltattran dismounted and.
in the [ndian fashion, tying the shirts of their long coats
together, fought on toot tlllthcy all died. [.fi'ny.orr.] Khan
[Itauran himself had been mortally wouucled in the face and
fallen down unconscious on his hntvah. But a party of devoted
retainers, under his steward Majlis Rai, surrounded his elephant
and by desperate fighting brought him baclt to the camp, near
sunset, but only to tlie. [ ftnnndrartt. ]

E4!-ll
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Ilefertt rttrrzi eesualties sf the Indians
Saadat tr‘-’.hat1 had been suffering fnr the last three metttha

[rem a we-end in the leg whieh prevented him frem riding er
wallting, and he used tn be earrled abnttt in B. ehair nr em tttt
elephant. Tl1attgl't he had reeeived twe wounds irt this battle,
he eeuid have retired in safety but fer an aeeidertt. His
elephant was eharged by the infuriated elephant hi" his nephew
Hisar Muhammad Khan Sher fang and driven inta the Persian

trattits, theittgh his men stabbed it with swerd and dagger tn
make it step. Surrnunded by enemies, Saarlat Khan eantinued
te sheet arrews frem his seat. te resist eapture, when a yenng
Persian setdier ei‘ his native eity at‘ Natshabur hetdty galleped
up ta his elephant, and addressing hint by his familiar nattte,
eried taut, "h'[ultarnmad Armin! Are yr:-u mad? Whem are
yettt fighting t De whnrn are yen stilt relying 7'" Then driving
his spar inte the greand, and thrnwiag the reins nf his hnrse
rattnd it, he eiimbeel up to Saadat Khan's hetvttla by the repe
hanging dnwn Frnrn it. The Khan new surrendered and was
taltert tn Nadirh eamp. [ Styer, i, 97. ]

At the disappearanee at‘ these twa leaders, the lndian army
melted away, pursued by the Persian horsemen with heavy
slaughter. The Emperar with his ether nebles steed in battle
nrder by the side t:|i' the eanal [in the extreme west bf the
field It espeeting an attaeit. But Nadir Shah itept his tnea haelt
frntrt assaulting snnh a stretngty fbrtified pesitinn and its heavy
artillery; he had a snrer and easier means at‘_eempet1ing the
Empernrla aubtnissiert. -Al: sunset, Mtthamrrtad Shah retired tn
his eamp, after having ati that day dene ah-aelutely nething tn
save his threne and his peepte.“ The hattte was ever in less
i  _

it t reflect the ahsnrd stery tetrl In Berna. -ll. Hanwnytii. 355'] says that
tn ernght tettewtnn the battle the nttiart eamp was se very thin
that frem the E-‘.m|:5erer"s nwn qnarterstethese at‘ the htitatn. whieh
was nearly twe I!l1l'l'ti_ eff. hardly any needle were feuntl.
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than three hears ; it had enntrneneed at the time of the eultrnr
prayer and ended at the esar prayer. [Jahrtnlru.rha, 351. ]

The siattghter in the Indian army was terrible. Nadirls
enurt histerian gives the exaggerated figures bl" I00 ehiefs and
3D,i]'[t0 enmmrnt seltliers slain and a vast number taken
prisurter. [.l'eltnalru.rhs, 353.] ‘Hartway she-rtly afterwards
heard in Persia af 17,000 Indians having been killed.
Hareharnndns gives Iililiill and the Mahratta envr:-y in the
imperial eamp ll] tn I1 thnnsand men in nae aeenunt and seven
In eigltt thnusanri in a later repart. [ Brehrrteadra S C., Ha. --rt ]
Rttstam Ali says that ii-lhan Danran alane lest 5,U'EllJ men, te
whieh we must add at least 3,i]t00 far Saadat Khan's divisiea,
mttltlrlg a tetai ef 0,000 stain-

rltrnnttg the efiieers slain were htlnaaffar Khan [a ynurtger
brnther bf Khan Dauraa ), three sans ef Khan Dauran Ii All
Hamid, lvtuhatarant and artnther J, Aslih h'.'_han (the
eatnmander nf the Empernrls bedyguard ft. All Ahntad
Khan,‘ Sltnhdad Afghan, Yadgar 1-iasan Khan {Knits _],
Ashraf Khan, Itibar Khan, Ftqil Beg Elambalpesb
(‘Blanket-wearer‘ 1|, Mir Kala {snu bf hdir Mushrif } and
ttatan ehand [sen nt' the histerian Flhushhal ehand. whe
was attire-assistarttte the imperial paymaster J. Sasdat iiitan
and his nephew Sher Jaag, as well as Khwaja tltshurai a sun
eI' tthan ilanran '1, were eaptured alive.

The less en the Persian side was 2,500 stain andtwieeas
many wnurtded, aeearding te Hanway, whet estimates the
lndian easttatties in stain as seven times the number nf the
Persians killed. This relative prepnrtian seems tn me tnhe

‘F Se eall-erl by Mahdi and .ila_t'ea-. but spelt as Hamid All in anaadrem
and the Chretrlele. Beyer: and Artlrtdram ealled him Halts.
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nearest the truth, tlteugh the figures f-ar bath sides are
exaggerated.“

The gains ef the ‘Pieter were immense. Of the elepltuttts,
field treasury, guns, baggage and steres ef all ltinds taltett
entsitle the entreneltment. netlting eseaped. The bnety was
bey-and enuttt. as snun as Ssadat Khan and Khan Dauratt
were seen tn leave the field, their camps were plundered by
their awn inllewers and the miseellatteeus rabble that needin-
tiattietl hrltlghal armies. in a twinlsle ne traee ef tltesetwe
nebles‘ vast eneampments, net even a tent, was lett en their
sites. [ Shalcir, Sitter i. 95.] When the half-dead b-edy ef
Khan Daurart was breught haelt, his servants had te berrew
a sntall eeleiess tent Frem elsewhere tn shelter his head in.

A great terrer befeii the lndian army. All night leng the
remaining setdiers steed en guard ateng the eamp enelesure,
armed and with their hnrses saddled, ready tn meet the
enernyls attaelt. [Shalrir; Cinertiele. ]

Causes sf the Indian defeat at Kernel
The defeat ei the Indians at Ksreal was due as tttneh tn

their beittg etttelassed in their weapens ei war and methed bf‘
fighting, as te their bad ge-neralsbip.

i"-ladir was net really a Persian, but a Tush. at" a tribe settled
en the Persian sell fer eenturles past. His seltliers were Turlts
and ether nentadsflilte the Kurds}, and net Persians prnper.
He eanvereed with Muhammad Shah in Ttu'ltish. [Hareharsn.]
Indeed, the Persians themselves designated his army aeeurately

 

‘ The bed-ridden invalid All Harte, svhn is eternally eursing tndin. its
elimnte and penple, says tltat the Persians l-est enly 3 lriiled and I0
weurtdedl Strer and tihulam an blindly entry these ligntes.
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by ealling tltem Qlsll-hssltes er Red Caps,‘ frem the searlet
bread-elnth naps were by them,—-the very eaps whieh we see
tn-day en ll'te heads ef the Turlts and their imitaters in Egypt
and lndia. The true Persians are an Aryan steeple, with a streng
Semitir: strain infused inte them after the lvlnslim ennquest, but
they httvnlitlle Tttranian er Turltish raeinl admitttnre. Their
language is ttet aitin tn Turltish, their manners are dilierent
frem these nf the Turlts, and their religinn is the eppesite ef
that Sunnism niwhieh Tnrltey and the Turlts are the erthedes
eltampintts. The Persians preper {the same raee as the Parsis
new settled ln India] are very intelligent, refined, preud, and
pessessed sf t1 delieate sense nf humeur, but rte seldiem. Nadir‘s
treeps, the Qiail-bashes, were men ni the same rnee and same
methed ef warfare as the se-ealled Pathan and lvlughttl antique-
tars ef India, namely Tnrlts and Turltemans frem Central
Asia, eapahle ef trtaltirtg leng and rapid rides and bearing
every privalien ert the way.

,ln addilinn ta this, l"~ladlr"s army e-entalned tt large prepar-
tien ei men equipped with lire-arnts, several theusnnds el"

_.Fr.t:tst'r-ehis er swivel-gunners. Their diseipline was slrlet and
their fire eentrel was ef the Eurep-earl type. They used te
reserve their fire till the ward ef eemrnand and then deliver a
vnliey. The effeet en their enemy was as diseeneertingas it
was deadly. at Kernel, the Persian swivel-gutts were planted
in rews en the greund and itept ready fer the lttdlatts, whe
were lured there by the sltirmishers, and then their rapid lire
a-empletely everthrew the enemy witheut giving them a ehsnee
te retaliate-

*' "The hattte-field lteeatne a tied eipepetes frem the ernwd el' Qiellhaslt
beeps. all ef whem were Turn-lltte I'll eetps ei red tastier."

[M-tandratn, 19. I
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The lndian eavalry prided itself en its swerdmanship and
eultivated swerd-play and ianey riding, as if war were s thea-
trieai shew. They feugbt with the swnrd enly and felt a een-
tempt fer missile weapens and these whe used them. in
deserihing the battles with the Persians fer the pessessien ei
Qandahar in the middle ef the llrh eentnry, the Dihli Ceert
histerian sneers at the Pelrsian treepers fer deelining swerd-
eentbats with the eavaliers nf Hindustan. He taunts the Persians
with eewardiee pretty rtearly itt the same tens as the English
writers empleyed during the last war: in spealting ef the German
seidiers, whe did net stand up-te reeeive the bayenet charges
ef the flrittsh infantry.

The lndian lviusalman and Itajpnt seldiers were very ineili-
eient in the use ef lire-arms. The enly muslteteers efnny value
in the lvlughttl army in the l'l'th eentury were the Hindus
el Buttar, the Ettadelas, the Karnataltis { ef whem there were
many irt the serviee ef the Bijapur Sultans, but nene under the
Later lviughals }, and a small elass ef hunters nailed Beehelitts
usually reeruited in the Allahabad previrtee. The immense
majerity nf the lndian seldiers did net fight with musltels, ner
did they, as tt rule, earry inte the field pertable light artillery
at‘ thejaealr elass in large numbers. The lndian erdnanees
were heavy, eumbruus and nf a mere antiquated type than
these nf Persia and Turkey, and therefere the lire delivered by
tltem was usually slew and inaeeurate eneugh te he neglected.
The Indian seldiers were trained te stalre everything en the
sheel: eharge nf heavy eavalry and hand te hand grapple. They
had little mubility. It-let se the Qiailbashes in the Persian
s-erviee. Lilte their fellew Turnniutts in Trans-er-tiuna er in the
artuies ef the Usmanii Sultans ef Cnnstantinepie, they farmed
the best eavalry in .d.sia,—hat'dy and fast hersemert. meunted
en fleetest and strangest breed ef he-rses, and trained tn the
saddle frem their ehildheed, as became a nermal raee. They
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were else eapitat arehers, aeeustemed te sheet frem the saddle
and fight while fleeing. They had a deeisive advantage ever the
Indians, as men lighting with missiles have aver these whe ean
ernplny side-arms enly.

The superier mebillty ef bladir‘s seltliers enabled them
te assume the effensive frem the very beginning. Tltey nut-
maneeuvred the indians and dreve them tn the plane ntest
advantageeus tn the attaelting party; they fnught er deferred
ettgagernent as it suited them.

The Indians erewnirtg telly was the empieyment ef
elephants in this medern age nf musltets and eemparatively
leng-range artillery earried tilt eamels. Elephants had
failed against mebiie eavalry using missiles in the almnst
pre-histerie times uf Ptlesander the Great when fire-arms
were unltnewrt, and mete reeentiy against Babar's hersemen
with their few slew and primitive guns. They were a
sure engine el' self-destruetien when ranged against Nadir
Shah in the year l'i'i'-9.

Negertittr.-‘ens fer pears with Ntta't'r Shah

When hladir Shah returned te his earnp frem the battle-
iield Saadat Khan was hreught beiere him. after the ishtt
prayer [lip.1rt.i. The lting spelte eentemptausly nf the
Indian army as a ‘best ef beggars‘ and rerrtarlretl ef their
general Khan Dauran that he itnew hew ta die but net
new le fight. [.im.aa'.} He then inquired abeut the resettrees
and intentiens ef the Emperer. Saadat Khan diplomati-
eaily replied: "The E.mperer's reseurees are vast. Only
nae nf his nebles eame nut te fight tn-day and has
gene baelr eta being aeeidenlaily weundetl by a shat. But
there are raanyrether rtrnlrs and brave Ftajnhs with eeuntless
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heats still left." Nadir Shah remarked; “Ynu are my
fellew-eenntryrnan and iellew-believer. Advise me hnw I
ean get a ransem frem ynur Emperer and ge heme tn
light the Sultan el' Turltey." Saadttt Khan tlten advised
him te sutnmen the bliaant whe was “the Key nf the State
ef India" attd settle peaeeterttts threugh him.""' i"~lettt tlay,
it-tth February, l"-ladir Shah sent s man with the r,’_.lttrrtn tn
Muhammad Shah tn tnlte an eetit en it as In his geed faith,
and eali the bliaam. Snadttt Khart ttlse wrete tn the Emperer,
advising him tn send the bliaam attd make pesee.

The Niaam was new the last ef the great nebles at
the side ef the Emperer, and the latter was naturally
alarmed at the theugltt efsettding hitn away. He asked,
"ii any tneaehery is dune ta yen, what steps sheuid we
talte 'l" The i"-lisarn replied; "The Qurttrt ltf. between us.
if there is treaehet'y, {led will answer fer it Then yeur
Majesty shnuld retreat ta lvlttndu er same ether strung
lbrt, summer. i"~laslr Jang frem the II‘-'n1thin with a streng fetee
and flght the Persian."

The biiaam then left fer the Persian eamp with full
pewers te negetiate. Nadir received him well attd enm-
plained, "it is surprising that while there are nebles lilte
yen en the Emperer's side, the salted lvlahrattas ean mareh up
te the walls ef Dihli and talte ransem frem hinti" The
hlltatn replied, "Sittee new nnhies rese tn inflaenee, his
lviajesty did whatever he liked. My adviee was net aeeep-
table te him. Therefere. in helplessness l left hitn uttd retired
re the Dakhin.“

‘it This hlstety nl the negetiatiens is mainly hated up-an l~Iarehnran-
das [whe is supperted by ltuslam Ail. Eiiiet. viii, tiii, with
same useful petals frem the Chrnrrlrle, lvlahrattl lettertt. Ftnattdram
33-35; .fal'rrnt.lrrr.rlttt,.l5-tit Srynr ill-ES: Brynn, 43-H.
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The reply pleased Nadir. Turning to the subject of peaee,
he oomplaineri of the unfriendly‘ indiilerettee of the Dihii Gover-
nment during his struggles with his enen1ios,tltottgh the former
sovereigns oi‘ Persia had often helped the Emperor's fore-
fathers. The Hisant explained lt by saving "Since the death
of Farrulthsivar, the alTairs ot‘ this Government have gone to
raelt and ruin owing to quarrels among the nobles, and there-»
lore the tttittisters did not attend to your l'v'iajesly's letters."

Filter a. long discussion, lt was agreed that the Persian army
would go haoit from that piaee on being promised a war indem-
nity of fill lalths= oi‘ rupees, out of whieh 1-El Islths were to he
paid then and there, ll] talths on reaohing Lahore, ten taiths at
Attach, and the remaining ten lalths at Hahut. After htalting
this settlement the hiieant toolt his leave. l-ladir sent with him
an invitation to the Emperor to dine with him the nettt day.

Clo Thursday, 15th Fehruarygt lvluhatntnad Shah so:-ont~
panied by all his nobles started for the Persian eamp, the Hiaam
instrueting him that he would have to eonverse with l'~ladit' in
the Tarltish language. The Persian Waair met the party on the
way and vowed on the Qttroo that no treaeherp would he done
to them. Outside the Persian encampment Prinee Nasruilah
welcomed the guest on behalf of his father. On their arrival,
Nadir advaoeed to outside his tent, toolt Muhammad Shah
graoiouslv hp the hand and, leading him within, seated him on
the royal earpet hp his own side. The l"~lisato, the Wasir and
lvtuhamntad lshaq Khan were permitted to go inside, all others
remained outside the tent.

* The Stynr {Bil puts the figure at 1 ltront. Hot true.

-i The Dihil Cltronisir gives the date as lath Fohruersr. whieh is sontredioted
by Mahdi, Hsreharan and all other authorities.
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as the two sovereigns were lallting together, ishoq Elton
{lvluta-mutt-ud-daulah} joined in the conversation. Nadir Shah
in anger asked who the man was that had ventured to mingle
his speech with that oi‘ kings. Muhammad Shah then introduced
him as the tutor totality} oi‘ his ehildhood. The Persian ltittg
put questions to [shaq Khan and was so much pleased with his
ready ttnd intelligent answers that he pronounced him fit to be
the Waair oi India. [I-larcltaran.]

The party then sat down to dinner. The Persian conqueror
proudly remarlted, "My practice is open war and not treach-
erous assassination,“ and then, in order to assure lvluhammad
Shah that his food was not poisoned. he eschanged his own
dishes with those of the Emperor just us they were about to
begin eating. [[-lareharan.] its an act of courtesy, hladir Shah
himself handed the cup ot' coffee to the Emperor. The meeting
ended happily, and about three hours before sunset lvluhammed
Shah took leave of his host and returned to his own camp. I-icte
his family and servants and indeed the whole eamp, had been
passing the hours of his absence in the greatest fear and atntiety
ettpectittg his murder "or at least captivity at the hattds oi" Nadir.
His safe return now, in the words of the historian, "restored to
them the hearts which had left their bodies." [anandram t
Rayon. I But the Persian investment of the Indian camp
continued. [ Johan. ]

Sarnsarn-ud-danlah ltlhah Dauran, the head of the army
it-tlmir-of-unturo and Bakfrshf-of-nramafffr}died on the lfith.
The story goes that when in the evening of the fatal l3th of
February his senseless body was brought haclt to the site of his
plundered camp, the It-ii.cam, the Waeir and the Emperoris
eunuehs came to inquire after his condition and offer
condolences and prayers. Khan Dauran came to his senses for
a while, opened his eyes and whispered in a very weair voiee.
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“l have myself finished my own business. Now you ltnuw and
your worlt ltnows. Never talte the Emperor to Nadir, nor
conduct Nadir to Diltli, but send away that evil from this
point by any means that you can devise-" [.5-‘fynr.] Ho then
relapsed into unconsciousness and died at'ter less than two
days.'s

The Emperer, on returning from his first visit to Nadir
Shalt, heard of the death of Khan Dauran. Tlte hlieam
inmtcdiately afterwards came to him and induced him to
confer the deceased rtuble‘s oiflcc of Paymaster on his own
son l"-'irt|:-t Inng. as a reward for his diplornlatie success in
turning Nadir Shah haclt. [S't'_t-wr.] at this, Asia-i-ullalt
l<’.han, the son oi‘ the ‘wait-‘s brother, was filled with
despair attd envy and immediately started for the Persian
camp with his own retainers to join lt-ladir, saying. "I ant
older tltnn Firue Jang. Why has tlte Balthshi's post been
cottferred on Firtts Jang, while I am available 'i"'

The Nieam and the Waair hastened after hitn and
brought him baclt from the way. its the Niaarn was older
than t=*tt.tim-ullah, he assutned the ofiice of Halthshi himself, and
thus aeaa-uttaa was silenced. A truee was thus patched up
at Court. But when Sasdat Khan in the Persian camp
heard of the Ni_r.ant‘s appointment as lilalrhshi, the fire of
his jealousy blazed forth, as he had long coveted this
post and the l"-liaam had promised to help him in getting

* tltnandtum definitely asmrts tltat he survived only one day after the
battle. Mites Mahdi says iP.3-52} that hr-died the dayaftor the hsttlc.
and .|'4d'.lJ+ ii. SIP} supports this. Glttulattt All (P. ii] rrtnltcs hint linger not
more than one night. Tlte lvlaltrattn envey's letter planes his death It or
3 days after the battle. Hareharan-das rrtaltes the Emperer learn oi‘ his
death fourgllerft after nightfall on the Isth. flavor has the 3rd day nftttr
the battle. The Dthil Cfn-oniefr, however, gives lllth February as the date
cl‘ his death, and the Siynr repeats it.
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it. He now set to wrealc vengeance on his sueeesshtl rival
and his nttgrnteful master. st his ttettt andienee with
Hatlir Shah, Sendst Khan told him how uttwise he was
in being satisfied with an indemnity o|' SD laiths, bet-ause
if the eonqueror went to Diltliiti ltrors in essh and jewels
and other valuable artieles hevontl estintate woulrlheeasilv
seeured. "At present,” Sandal Khan pointed out, "the
imperial Court has no noble of eminence ezteept the hliesnt,
who is e ehetlt and rt philosopher. If this -deeeivor is
entrapped, everything would hnppna as your Majesty
desired. 1i" you order me, l shall ttall my troops and
property from the irnperisi eamp and pines them in your
eamp." Nadir Shah agreed and it was done. [He.rehttrsrt.]

This plot toolt some time to mature. in the meanwhile
the Niesm had paid a seeond visit to the Persian king en
the 1Eth and the Persian Waair hatl been feasted in the
Nissan's tent the day after. [Citron.] Evidently these
meetings were held for hastening the eolleetion of the
indemnity first agreed upnnt I

Nadir Irtt_nrt‘soes the Emperor and Nobles

Nadir hided his time for striking his. tretteherous blow.
His sure ally wttti famine. The agreement had heen rustle
on the 14th and verbally eonfirrned by the Emperor on
the 15th; but as the money was not paid the investment
of the imperial eamp had t'.'-ontiuuetl. [.lahs1:t, 354.] The
oondition of the vast population within this huge enelo-
sure was most sad, as we ean see vividly in the letter of
the hiahratta envoy who was present there: "Five or
sis days passed and then no fond oould he had in the
eamp. Grain eould not he protntred even at sht or seven
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rupeesa the seer. The eountry was s desert, nothing eould
he had [from the neighbouring villages]. For live days
the men went without food." as early as the lllth, or
only sin days al'ter the battle, the supply of ghee had beoorne
entirely ezthausted in the eamp. [ Chronicle. ]

But there was no eseape. The Qisibash eavalry patrolled
the road to Diltll and out down or oarried into slavery all
who left the lndianiearnp. The few who slipped through
the eordon of the enetny‘s eavalry were murdered or robbed
of their all by the peasantry on the way. [ an Hssin. J

When Famine and despmr had thus seized the lvlughsl
eamp in l'.|'lBlI' grip. Nadir Shah summoned the Hisarn to
diseuss oertaiu matters which had yet to be settled.

Cm Thursday, 21nd February, the bliaam in lull relisuee on
the treaty made a weelt earlier and without any apprehension,
went to the Persian eamp, in response to Nadir‘s letter. When
he reaehed Nadir Shah's ante-roam, he was_detainsd titers.
It-ladir sent him a message demanding Ell ltrors of rupees as
indemnity and 2D,'i}ElEl troopers to serve under the Persian
banners as suttilisrles. asst‘ Jah was rhundersstruoit. He
pleaded for abatement, saying, " From the foundation of the
Chaghtal dynasty up to now. 2|} ltrors at‘ rupees had never
been amassed in the imperial treasury. Shah Jahan, with all
his el't'orts.. had neeumulated only I6 ltrors: but the whole of
it had been spent by rlturangaeb in his long wars in the
Dslthin. at present even Si] Laitlts are not left in the
Treasury. "

hlsdir replied in anger, “These false wards will notdo.
So long as yott do not agree to pt'tIlt.tl.lI'Ii.'l- the sum demanded

I‘ Anarldrarn, however, says that the prise
of flour reaehed Rs. 1 s seer.
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by me, you eannot leave this plane. " So the Hiram was
detained a prisoner in the Persian eamp that day and the nest.

Nadir pressed the I"-lirtatn to write to the Emperor to visit
the Persian eamp again. The Hiram protested, saying that no
suoh term had been agreed to before. The Persian iting.
however, rmsured him that he did ttot mean to hrenlt his
promise, he had only liound it aeeessary to tneet Multntnmad
Shah a seoond tinte. lSl_yrrr, I, 97.] The hlinnln had no
help but to write to his master, reportittg the esaelstate oi
affairs.

The utte:-tpeeted failure oi‘ the Niasm to return the previous
night had already treated amtiety and rumours oftreaehery
among the Indians; and now when the truth heonme ltnown
from this letter, oouslernatinn and a sertse of utter helplessness
seized the Emperor's eourt and eamp. The Warlr was the
only great noble left at his side, and naturally Muhammad Shah
turned to him for oounsel; but he replied that he eeutd do
nothing in sueh a situation and that the Emperor should not as
he thought best. Muhammad Shalt was perplexed in mind and
overwhelmed with grief. Some of the younger nobles eeun-
selled resistauee and one more appeal to arms before yielding
himself up to eertrtin eaptlvity. But the Emperor ltnew that
a further struggle would only lead to greater misery and ruin.
He deeided to go to hladir. leaving it to God to worlt His will.

On Saturday, I-'-lth February, the Emperor started from his
ow1't eamp, aeeompanleel by Muhammad lshaq and sonte eunu-
ehs and personal servants {shower} and a retinue oi’ .'t,lllltl
eavalry only. The other nobles who wished to bear him
company were itept baelt by him. Arrived in the Persian eamp,
he was, aeeording to the report that reaehed the lvlahratta

I I I —i_I IE

* llireratly. ‘point out where the money is.‘
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envoy at ltarnnl, weloonted by none, but left for a long time
alone and tmeared for, and at nightjoiued by the t-liram and
Sandal ithan. Then he alone was taken to l*lad|r's tent, With
this visit of the Emperor, as the Persian State Seoretary
riglttly says, "the ltey for opening the whole Empire of Hindus-
tan eante into the hands of Nadir Shah." In feet, the Emperor
beeame a eaptive and a guard was piaeed over him. The nobles
who had aoootnpanied him or previously gone to the Persian
eamp were told to eonsitler themselves under arrest, and It-ledir
grilled eotnposnre of mind, so far as the ehanee of any Indian
resistarlee was eoneernsd. [.r‘tnnndra1n, 42, Ruj.]

blest day, 25th February, the Emperor's wives, ehildren,
servants attd furniture were talten away from ltarnel, and he
was lodged elose to Nadir Shslfs tents. The eaptive nobles
also ealled to themselves their families and rstinae from their
former eamp. Qamar-ttd-din lthan, who was the Isst great
noble in Freedom, was earried by the Qirilhashes to their eamp,
along with the imperial artillery at ttarnal. The Persian ollieial
historian throws the veil of bypoerisy over this treneheroua
eonp n"etnt played by his master. He deseribes the ineidertt in
these words: "Uut of respeet for the honour of the august
family oi the Emperor, the tents for his residenoe and the
sereens for his harem were set up elnse to Nadir Shsh"s tettts
and Abdulheql Khan, one of the highest nobles oi‘ Persia,
was appointed with a party of soldiers to attend on lvtuhammad
Shah everywhere and engage in doing the duties of‘ hospitality
to the guest." [.IaltanItusha, 354.]

It was proclaimed in the imperial eamp that the ntiuor
oflieers who had not been talten to the Persian eneampment,
and all the eommon soldiers and followers eould either stay at
Kernel or go haelr to Dihli and their hornesas they tilted.
[-Slyar, I-latehatan, Raj. vi.]

i I53 l



‘t'iI.l'|.I'.l'I]'-it SHAII H‘-I INDIA

Great terror and bewilderment new fell on the lndian eamp.
They were sheep left without a single shephertl, and surroun-
ded by wolves, Even their lest remaining ehief, the tvarir.
was now tal-ten away from them. The road to Dihli was beset
by roving bands of Qirilbashes who had now no fear of resis-
tanee, and by the peasantry wlto had risen in lnsttrreetion at the
fall of the Crovernment whieh had so leng kept order.’-" The vast
eamp brolte up, and every one lied wherever he thought best.
but eornprtratively few e1Teeted their retreat in safety. [Slyar
following All I-laaitt.]

Their eondltion is graphloslly dessribed in the letter of one
of these fugitives. The lvtahrstta ambassador at the hdughal
Court, Eahn lituo lvlalhar, had aeeompanied the Emperor from
Dihli to F’.'.arnal with his own eseort and property, and stayed
there through these days of growing alarm and anxiety. at last
on Sunday, the .'l5th, he felt that all was lost. lvtustering
oourttge, or in his own words, ‘melting a fort of his breast,‘ he
issued from the es.mp at about S o‘eloelt in the afternoon. His
elephants, esmels, infantry and baggage and tents were sent
towards Dihll by the royal highway, while he himself‘ left it and
plunged into the jungle for greater safety. Here he passed the
night. hlert day after riding some Sfl miles along eireuitous
by-paths he regained the road near the lmpet'ial eapital.
Saadat Khan was eoming along this highway withastrong
Persian esoort, and behind them the lidahratta envoy reaehed
Dihli on the Tlth. Hut that oapital was Ito longer a safe abode.
So, he left it that very day and halted for the night at
llduhantmad lt'.han‘s Sarai, some silt miles south of the eity.
Thenee, by way of Suraj Mal Jet's eamp he reaehed Jaipur

 .

"' t-tsnway tii. SSS} : Flying parties of the Persian army within
forty miles round the [imperial] eatnp eut oil‘ not
less than t-tune Indian mttntuders.
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[en tith Merei1}wititnut e-nee halting en the way, and there he
jeinetl his eelleegue Ditentie Pent. Hie elephente and earneie
earrte, mere sinwiy, from Dihli rt! Reweri. Hie feeling: ean be
judged frem his etwittmatien : “Gflti has twerted rt greet rlrtnger
front me, end enabled me tn escape with hnnuur I The Clltighttti
Empire is gene, the irrtni Empire has enmmenced. Remain
there in greet eeutien E“ [titej-wade, ‘|£-I-*. Ne. 13].]
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l'~lA[IliH SHAH IN Dll-lLl : HIS FIETUHN
STATE OF DIHLI CITE’ AFTER

THE EMF'EFiDFi'S DEFEAT

The people of Dihli had been as oareless ofthe outer world
as the imperial t.'.‘ourt. They had not at first realised the
ehnrueter ofthe Persian ntenaoe. nor the genius ot‘ the upstart
shepherd-brigand who was approaching their eountryi
Coniidenoe in the wardens oi‘ the marches produeed n false
sense of seeurity. whieh was heightened hy the magnifieent
display of the assembled forces of the three highest nohles sent
From the ertpltal on Ind Deeemher, 1733. When. on iilth
January. 1739. the seeretary anandrarn reaehed Dlhll a day
after the Emperor's departure to join the army. he lbttnd that
every one. great and srnali, in the eity had set his heart on
aeeorupattyiug the expedition. Some looired upon it as an
opportunity For seeing the Punjab. others thought that a vietory
would be gained near the eity and that they would return home
very soon.

Then earne the truth with sterling suddenness. Early on
the lith February. news arrived at Dihii that two days earlier
the enerny's forces had triumphed. the two largest divisions oi‘
the imperial army with their generals had been itilled or
captured. and the Emp-eror‘n eamp invested. The population
of Etihli wm oosruopolirun and ineluded a large miseeliarteeus
body ever ready to engage in vielenee and plunder. The Gttjars
or pastoral brigands lived in the elose vicinity of the eity and
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might be eapeeted to mid its rich baenrs whenever they heard
that the imperial authority was paralysed or temporarily
wealtened. [ !ruarl‘.. 56.]

But Haji Fuiad P-Lhan. the police preleet of Dihli. was a
wise and energerie man. He itept the eity safe by watching
the streets day and night. and promptly pounced upon every
creator of ntisehieli in the meantime the highways leading
from the eity were totally elesed by robbers : life and property
became insecure outside the walls. Private individuals liite

'.anandram who lived beyond the fortified town hired armed
retainers to gttard their houses. barricaded the ends of their
streets, and laid in stores of powder and sltot for the defence
oi‘ their hontes and families. Twelve days passed in this itind
of anaious watch. when on Eiith February Eiaadat Khan arrived
with ='-l,lIl=lJlIi troopers and the lawless people were overawed.

[ lilnandram, 3541. ]
The tlay after he had seettred the Emperor's person, Hadir

Shah despatehed to l'Jihli Eaadat l-than as the Emperors repre-
sentative and Tahmasp Khan Jalair as his own pienipotentiary
agent. with d,lii.'Iil cavalry to talre possession of "the eity and
palace for the victor and maite arrangements for lieeping order.
so that no part of the empetial property might he plundered or
secreted during the change of masters and the necessary prepara-
tions might be ruade for receiving Hadir in the palace- The
two nobles reaehed Dihii on 2‘l'th February. They hrought
two letters from ltltdtammad Shah and i‘-iadir to Lutf-ullah
lihan. the govemor oi‘ the eity. The Emperor ordered him to
hand over to Tahrnasp the lteys of the palaces and imperial
treasuries and stores and to guard the Ptinees earelnlly. l"iadir‘s
letter praised Lutl'-ullah for his honesty and devotion to histnaster
and eonlirnted hint in the government ot' Dihli on his own behaif.

Lutl'-ulltth iihan had tallted oi digging trenches round Dihli
and matting a del'enee- Therefore, Saadat l.-iiltan halted one tnateh
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outside the eity and wrote to Lutt‘-ullah advising him to maite a
peaceful surrender. Resistance ws hopeless. and the governor
yielded up the eity to the agent of Persia. [E-ihaltir.]

When the news of the occupation ol‘ Dihli reached the camp
outside Karnal the two ltings set out on lst lvtarch. lvluhammad
Shah rode an arrow's fight behind Nadir. as eourllesy required.
The Emperor was accompanied‘ by only l.tlilIl'l horse and his
wacir hy to.ooe. The rest of the imperial army had
dispersed to their homes immediately after the order ol‘ 25th
February. -

Nadir Birch and the Emperor enter
Dihli Palace

The royal party atrived near the Shaiimar garden north oi‘
Dihii on Tth March. Saadat Khan had advanced From the eity
a day earlier to weloome Nadir. Du the Tth Lutt‘-ullah went to
the garden to wait on his master. who presented him to Nadir.
The Persian icing eapressed great pleasure at Lad‘-uIlah's ready
obedience. and taking ol'l'a costly coat from his own person
invested the Khan with it with his own hands. [ Shal-:ir.]
Nadir and his army halted in the garden on the Bth. while
Muhammad Shalt went into the city to prepare the palace for
receiving his august guest.

The fallen descendant oi" Eabar and aitbar rode into his
capital on a portable throne If roititel-rowan} in silence and
humility ; no band played. and no banners were carried before
him. ]'_ t'.I'l'troar'el'e.] A Few nobles accompanied him. Ishaq
Khan. Eahroa Khan and .iasvid Khan.

""' Hareharart. Chrmtieir. Hut l-lanway tiii. 373] gives a different description
oi‘ r-tar.lir's mareh to Dlhli with s..rs.eeo men. forming a column I1 miles
Ioug and J miles broad.
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Heat morning. Friday the iith of lvlarch. the conqueror
entered Dihli riding a grey charger. His troops lined the road
from the limits of the Shalimar garden to the gate oi" the fort-
palace of Dthli. The Emperor welcomed his conqueror. spread
the richest carpets. _clcth of gold and other rare stuffs on the
grottnd For him to set his foot upon l, an-ecdesf }. Nadir Shah
occupied Shah .lahan's own palace-chambers near the Diwan-
i-lthns. while ivtuhammacl Shah lodged near the deer.-‘rt of the
stsad Burj. [.Ftnandratn.] Eltt this day the Emperor acted as
the host and placed dinner before Nadir. The Persian army
encamped. some round the fort. some on the bani: of the
Jamuna near the city. and some were quartered in houses
throughout the city. [ All I-taain. Jahcnltnsltc. 355. ]

Saadat Khan had been in attendance on htadir the whole of
this day. at night he was severely reprimanded by the Perstau
iting for his failure to raise the promised ransom and was threa-
letted with personal chastisement ii‘ he did not carry out his
word soon. It was too much for hint. He retired to his own
house and toolt poison.

The feast of Id-or-ache felt on Samrday. llilth hllareh. in
the morning the name and titles of Nadir were proclaimed as
sovereign from the pulplts of the lama htasjid and other places
oi’ prayer. [5iyar. i.. 93. ]|,ln the afternoon hlarlir went on a
rotum visit to lvluhamtnad Shahls chambers and proceeded to
his real business. the ertaction of ransom. A little scene was now
played in order to throw a veil of outward decency over the
pre-arranged act of spoliation. We cart easily detect the
truth in reading between the lines of the following
diplomatic narrative of the Persian ltingls secretary

[ Jeherrlrrrslre. 355 ] :—
"l"~ladir Shah graciously remarited that the throne of

I-lindustan would be leit to Muhammad Shah. in the terms of the
agreement made on the first day. and that the Emperor would
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enjoy the support and Friendship of the Persian monarch
because both were oi" the same Turkoman stocit.

“lvtehamrnad shah bowed low in gratitttde and gave profuse
thanks to the victor for his generosity. He had received no small
Favour ;—-it was the gilt oi" a crowtt added to the gift of life.
as a marl-t of his gratitude he laid before Nadir Shah the accu-
mulated treasures. stores and rare possessions ol' the rttlers of
Dlhli as presents to hladir and offerings for his health {rtissr}.
But the gracious sovereign of Persia refused to talte arty ol'
these things. tltough the piled-up wealth of all the other ltings
of the world did not amount to a tenth part of a tenth part this
immense hoard. rltt lest he yielded to the itrtportunity of
lduhammad Shah and appointed trusty otlicers to take delivery
of the money and other property."

Dihii populace rrlre against tire Persians

While this peecefttl meeting was being held in the palace. a
scene of the opposite character opened in the city. l'~ittdii"s
soldiers and cantp-followers. mostly Turks. Kurds anti lvlongols.
were wandering carelessly through the streets and baears of
Dihli as their king was in possession of the city. Suddenly
about four o*clook in the evening (Saturday. llith ltdarch) some
idle talkers and mischief-matters started the rumour that hladir
Shah had been trcacherously shot dead at the instigation of
Muhammad Shah. by s fllalmaq woman-guard of the palace
when he was returning from his visit to the Emperor.“

 _

" This wm a familiar stage-device of the story-tellers of Dihli. The captive
Shah Jahan was said to have formed a similar plot against Auranggch
in Agra fort. Details of lh-e alleged murder of l'~iad|| Slush varried tn
the popular mouth. The following rumour rcachrrl anrangabad. as we
find in a lvlahrntti news-letter litaj. vi. Ho. iii-Ill :-“l‘~ltttlir Shah. break-
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[Anandrarn 44, .5‘i_var. i , SIB] As all had heard that Nadir would
go to the Emperor's quarters tltat day, the story found rfitliiy
belief. None flared to verily the news by a visit to the paieee,
though its gate was open anrl people were pnssing in and out oi’
it on business. [Al Haain.] The rumour mread like wild tire.
and soon afterwards the hooligans anti tow people ot‘ the eity
arrtted themselves and hegan to attaek the Persian soldiers and
followers who were strolling through the streets alone or in
grrl-tips of‘ two and three. Their smaii number, their igaorauee
o|' tlte Iona] language, and their unfatnliiarity with the hy-
ways of the eity put tltetn at a disadvantage attd they were slain.
The rumour of the murtier o|' their ehief toolt the heart out of
the Persians and they eoatd not matte say organised stand. The
rising spread with the sueeess of the rioters and the weal:
defense of the Persians. All night the Irturderotts attaek
raged; it siael-toned after3 o‘oloelt neat morning [no doubt
owing to the eithaustion of the fighters 1|, hut revived with new
energy at dayhrealt, which was the 13-th bright lunar day of
Ft-tlgun or the eontraeneernent oi‘ the Etoli Festival, when the
iovaet elasses ol‘ Hindus are partieuiarly eneited and often
irttoaieated. [Citroniois and Raj. vi, l3i.]

P-mong the authorities, Hareharartdas alone says that
tho eitiaens rose in tumult when they were driven to des+
peration by the violent attaei-ts of the Persian soldiers on
their property and women. This statement goes against the
urohahilities oi‘ the" ease, heeause the time was only one
day after Nadir‘s arrival, when the amount ot‘ the tansont

tng his oath, faitjtlessly intttrinoned the Emperor and his nobles, the-ug;h
the Pathan: who hltsjoirteti hhtt urged hirn not to do it. At. the time of
I-isitlir's entraniee irtto Dihlt there was a rising of the Patltans round hint.
Qaslrtt 'lIEhan Pathan and his brother, who were waving peaeoelt feather
[gas nuns Hadlr and his Waair on their header. slow both of t|1¢tI1 'l'¢'ii|l
their dagger at the gate."
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anti the manner of levying it were still heing diseussed,
and Nadir was not the man to allow a premature fleeeing
oi the eitiaen or relait the diseip-line oi‘ his army in a foreign
totvn. All other writers represent the lndian mob as the
aggressors. The higher eiasses and all good men held aloof ;
but they toolt no aotive step to paoify or eoatrol the
hooligans, he-aatrse the old Government ageaey for main-
taining order had heen dissolved ; the gentry were too mueh
divided by oaste. ereed, raee and profession to eomblne
and organize a voluntary poliee at a moment's notice, and
their centralized autoeratie Government had not developed
their powers of initiative and self-help by giving them any
opportunity of ooroorate aetion and municipal sell‘-government.

Haaway heard what seems to me to have heen the
most probable sooount of the origin oi‘ the riot, namely
that Tahmasp Khan sent several Persian mounted military
p-nliee [ndsoryehi ] to the granaries of the Paharganj ward,
ordering them to be opened and the prioe of eom fired;
that the oorn-dealers not being satisfied with the rare, a
mob assembled : Sayyid Hiaa Khan and several other persons
of distlnetion put themselves at their head and slew the
Persian horsemen, and then the report was spread that
Nadir had been murdered, whieh inoreased the tumult. [ii, 3'15]

Aeeording to Ali Haain, seven thousand Persians were slain
that night. Bat rthdul Karim gives the more probable figure of
3.Dl]l}.=s

* r'UiHII.it1 says thalgrteoi the lndian nohieu whe had begged rieie
hladlr Qlailbash guards for their mansions. gave them up to the mob to
he slain and even ltilled them wtththelr own hands. But rlthdul Karim
tells the more probable tale that these guardswere preserved and their
preeenee aavetl those houses from the vengeanee of Nadir‘! ealdiery tn
l|1¢ or-‘M dill": ma.sI-nere and even the poor householders la their
neighbourhood etertpe-:l saelt by appealing to.th-ern.
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When early in the night the first reports of the attaclts on
his soldiers were brought to l"-iadir, he refused to credit them
and censured the complainants by saying that the wrstches in
his army had brought this false eharge against the citizens in
the hope of gett_ing from him an order to plunder and slay
them and thus satisly their wicltcd greed. Hut the reports
persisted and gradually became more alarming. He now sent
out a sergeant to find out the true facts. The ntan, on leaving
the fort-gate, was ltilled by the mob. A second agettt suffered
the same fate. Tlten the Persian l-ting ordered a tltoasand
rnttslteteers to enter the streets and disperse the mob. Hut by
this time tlte disturbance had spread over too large an area for
these few men to succeed in quelling it.

t'Jn learning this, Nadir ordered that his soldiers should
remain collected in their respective posts for the rest of the
night, without spreading out or sattyng forth to punish the
lndians. They were not even to light unless their posts were
attacked. The gates of the wards of the city were watched by
strong Persian piclrets, and the rioting hands were isolated in
their respective quarters and prevented from combining or
marching elsewhere. [Jnhen.ltn.rho, 357; Hareharau, Buynn
std-4? ; rill Haain, 293-299 ; atnandram, 44. ]

Nodir's Massacre or Dihii
At sunrise on Sunday tttb lviarch, the tumult brolte

out afresh. Nadir dressed himself in armour, mounted
his horse and girt around by spearnten carrying daggers also,
rode to the Golden Mosque of Roahan-ad-daulah in the middle
oi‘ Chaadni Chawl-t, opposite the Police Eitatlon and close to the
Jewel iytarltet. There he ascertained from which wards and
classes of men the crimes of the night before had proceeded,
and then unshcatbed his sword as a signal for the general
massacre of the people of those wards.

l 73 i
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His soldiers had so long held their hands baelt from retalia-
tion solely in obedience to his command. They now hastened
with drawn swords to wrcalt vengeance. Within the doomed
areas, the houses were looted, all the men ltilied without regard
for age and all the women dragged into slavery.e The
destroyers set fire to many houses and several of their victims.
both dead and wounded, Hindus and Muitamntadans. were
iridiscriminately burnt together. [.i'nitatttrnsha. ss't.sss.]

The slaughter began about iio‘cloeit in the morning and
raged uncheclted till about 2P.l'v[. Then ivinhntnmad Shah
in utter humility sent his highest nobles, the hliaam and the
‘Waair, to beg the victor to abate his anger and pardon his
erring subjects. [..i'n.i|on, 359.] ‘Nadir listened to the prayer,
because he toolt no pleasure in wanton bloodshed. and had
only ordered the massacre as a measure of self-defence in
imaginary fear of a universal rising of the lndian ' population.

[ Harcharun. ]
The Korwai was commanded to go through the city with the

heralds of the Persian army. proclaiming to the men to cease
their worlt ofsiaughter. They immediately obeyed.

ihnandram {who was present in the tvaltiipttra subut-b
throughout Hadir‘s stay in Dihll} says that the houses in the
Chanrlni Clhawlt, the Fruit-marltet Square, the Dariba Baaar and
the region round the Jams ivlasjid were aacltcd. I-iarcharandas.
too. spealts of only 2 or 3 monoiios near the Fort and the grain-
dealers moitaiidi Paharganj ) which was at a distance from it.
suffering havoc. Abdul Karim defines the portion of the city
subjectetl to massacre and plunder, as etttending from the fort-

* Haoway (ii. 3'id-1|-h'lany refugees from the tteigitbottring country.
jointhtl byjett'eliers,n1oney-changers. and rich shoptteecers, headed by
the Court physician. toolt arms in rtesperattomassemhied inabody,
and fought bravely for some time; both-eing so little accustom-ed to
the use of arms, only died sword in hand.
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gate westwards to the old id-gah, northwards to the wood market,
sottthwards to outside the D-ihii gate in the city~wall. in addi-
tion to this area, "in Paharganj where the rising had started,
atauy men were arrested on the suspicion of having caused the
tuntult and they were brought and beheaded on the bartit of the
lamuna." [l5'oyon.]

The number of.|::-crsons slain was found, on a subsequent
investigation by the Kortvoi, to be E,il[ltl according to my MS. of
Abdul l{arim‘s memoirs, but the copy of the some worlt used
by Sir H. Elliot's translator, Lt. Prichard, reads 2[l,fliIifi. The
Persian State Secretary has E.tt,tiitti; and the idaharatti news-
letters thased on distant hearsay) give the number of the
victims as 5i.'i,iltilll in one place and 3 or 4 ialths in another.
Harcharandas has one iaitlt 1, Hanway adds ten thousand to this
last figure, attd says that lft,t]fift roorc committed suicide by
throwing themselves into wells. [ii. 3'rti.] an these are
popular eaaggerations due to distant haaar rumours. Consi-
dering the sntail area affected and the short duration of the
havoc, 2[l,illii] is the most probable number of those put to the
sword.

‘We are told by more than one authority that many respec-
table lndian householders slew their own wives and daughters
to save them from dishonoar by the Qtaiibaah soldiery and then
rushed on the enemy's swords or out their ovm throats. Many
women drowned themselves in the wells of their houses to
escape it shante worse than death. Hut many more were
outraged and dragged away as captives, though according to
the Persian State Secretary, itladir afterwards ordered them to
be restored to their families. [Hanwayt Johan. 355+;
ltajwade, vi, l"~los. I33 and |sr.]

During the night of the rising two lndian nobles named
Sayyid hiiaa lthan {the son-in-law of the Waairj and
Shah rtiawaa tthau. with itai Ethan, had attached the
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elephant stahtes of Nadir, killed his superintendent ol'
mah.w.r and taken away the elephants. They had afterwards
shut therrtsehres up in a fort outside the city and resisted
capture. Azim-ullah Khan and Fttlad Khan were new sent
by the Emperor to arrest them. They were produced before
1*-ladir with 4'It] et‘ their armed followers and were put te
death by his order. [..Fot'totr. 359.] Abdulltlarim, however.
holds them innocent of participation in the night's riot, but
says that they had merely shot dewa anumher of Qisithaslt
assailants in the defenee et‘ their property and family henear
during the massacre. All other authorities represent these
two nohles as aggressors. Hanway had a rlilTerent version
er‘ this incident. According to him [ii,3Ti']. hefere the
massacre of Dihli a party of the Persian forces had heen
sear to seize the eaenort at the palace of an Indian lord.
These had heen treaehereusly set upon and murdered bye
body of Tartar Mongols [of tttlughaipura 1. Nadir seat a
large detachment who fell upon these people and slaughtered
nearly fi,tJt]i] of them. The Persians hreught away the
ordinance together with 300 persons of the ehief ranlt
among them. who were beheaded and their bodies threwa
away on the sand hank [ retl } of the Jarnuna.

For some days after the massacre the streets et‘ the
deemed quarters at‘ Dihli heeame impassable from the
steneh of the corpses filling the houses, wells and roadside,
none venturing to approach them in fear. At last the
Karma! toolt Hadirs permission and had the bodies eeileeted
ea the reads and other epea spaces and hurnt them.
[ Anandram. 50 ; Alji Ha:-:in, 300.1

After the massacre hladir ordered the granaries to he
sealed up and guards set over them. He also set several
parties of eavalry to invest the eity and prevent ingress
and egress. The city was in a state of siege; the reads
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were entirely closed. A famine brolte out among the survi-
vors oi‘ the massacre. Those whe tried to leave
Dihli and go to the neighbouring villages in quest of food,
were intercepted hy the cavalry patrols, deprived oi‘ their
noses and cars, and driven haclt into the city. after some
days a lamenting deputation waited on the Persian hing and
he at last permitted them to go to Faridahad to buy
provisions. [ Hanway, ii, 3'i"i'~3'i'3; ltnjwade, vi. hie. l3.’-L]

Hut even the villages were no safer. The Persians maranded
for I-Ill or 40 miles round the capital, plundering the villages,
laying the fields waste and killing the inhabitants who resisted.
after the hattie of lltarnai a body of Persians had heen sent
to raid Thanesar. which they plundered, slaying many.
During the Shah‘s advance to [Illhli early In March, Fanipat,
Sonepat and other towns lying on the way were saclted.
[ l-lnnway, ii, 354, 3'11-373. ]

Exoction of Ransom from Difrii
hladir spent two menths in Dihli. seciuc in the occupa-

tion of the capital and engaged in the collection ol‘ the
hage indemnity. fin ldth lvlnrch his younger son hliraa
hlasrsullah was married to an imperial Princess, a daughter
cl’ Dewar Balthsh, * the grandson of hlnrad and great
grandson of Shah Iahan. For one weelt before the ceremony,
rejoicings en a grand scale continued day and night. The
hank: oi‘ the Jamuna opposite the Diwan-i—hIhas was
illuminated with lamps every night, while combats et'
elephants, etten, tigers and deer were held in the day.

The conqueror allowed himself sonte relaxation after his
arduous campaigns. Dances and songs were performed before
him. Due lndian dancing-girl named hlur Bai so highly fasci-

-_ i i  .

* Dewar Bald-ish's mother was a daughter oi‘ aunrngroh.
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nated him by her musical powers and ode in honour of him
that he ordered her to be paid Rs. 4.ill.lt'J and taltcn to Persia in
his train it was with the greatest difliculty that she could save
herself from this last merit cl’ his favour. [ Bayou, 55. 1

The total indemnity secured by Nadir Shah at Dihli is
estimated by his Secretary at nearly i3 tltrore ol' rttpecs in cash,
ht‘-aides a vast amount in jewels, clothing, Furniture ttnd other
things Front the imperial store—hottscs. The above figure inclu»
des whatever wris talten from the nobles Far und near and the
imperial treasuries. [.l'ait.-tn, 3151.] The gruud total from all
sources is raised to ‘FD ltrors by Frazer, according to the
following estimate, which is clearly an exaggeration, as the
State Secretaryls figures are oi‘ the highest attthority :—~
Gold and silver plate and cash 3t} ltrors
Jewels 15 ,,

The Peacock Throne and nine other thrones,
also several weapons and utensils, all
garnished with precious stones . 5| ,,
Rich manufactures . 2 ,,
Cannon, stores, furniture ' .. 4 ,,

I Total so ltrors

In addition to these, 3llil elephants. lIIl.IIll?ttIl homes and the
same number ol' camels were tnlten away. [ Hanway, 333, 335'. 1
tlinandram,whc was attached to the lndian Waair, however,
gives-siaty talths oi‘ rupees and some thousand gold coins,
nearly one lrror cl’ rupees worth of gold-ware. nearly 50 itrur,
worth of jewels, most of them unrivalled in the world; the
above included the Peacock Throne. lanandram, 5| ]

The Emperor had to surrender all his crown-jewels, includ-
ing the famous diamond Rob-i-our and the Peacock Throne
of Shah Jahan which had cost 2 ltrors oi’ rupees. In the public
treasuries were found three ltrors of rupees, but in the inner
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valuts, which had been shut during many reigns, n much larger
amount was discovered. [Hanway. 333.] Abdul Karim says
that the personal property of the Begams oi‘ Dihlt was not
robbed. This statement cannot he accepted, though it isa
fact that no tortutc was applied lo these indies or their servants
for their jewels.

while the Emperor and the nobles were being squeezed oi‘
their wealth, the general puhlic did not escape. A contribution
ofone-half oi‘ their property was lined on all the well-to-do
citizens who had escaped the ruassaore and saolt, and a totn] of
two ltrorsi‘ was ordered to he raised from this sottroe. [Shaltir
and ttnandmml Anandram, who was assessed five lalths and
had aPersian military guard placed at his door to enforce
payment. describes the tnethod of estortien thus :-——

‘blteeountntits were appointed to levy the indemnity from
the inhabitants, under tlte guidance of Tahmasp Khan Jalair.
But in order to save the citizens from utter ruin, nobles of both
the Governments were directed to supervise the assessment of
the ransom in the law-court in the presence of the public
Footmen (plotter) of the .lt'orwai’ and uasuqehls { military police
of Persia ) were sent to taite a census of the houses and prepare
lists of the property in each and enforce the appearance of the
citiaens, so that the sum to be contributed by each‘individua|
might be in accordance with his means. Helpless people, high
and low, rich and poor. were compelled day after day to attend
at the law-court where they were itept from dawn to sunset and
often till one prohor of night .... -."Ii"l'ithottt ascertaining the truth.
the calamnies of lldir ‘ilinris and lllhwaja ltahrrtat-ullah were
believed .... ..The lists were prepared. The contribtttlott of the

' Hanway, 333, says, "About the middle cl‘ .d.prii_l"onr ltror was ealoried
from the merchants and common people." But atutndrsm is I better
authority.
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capital totalled two ltrors of rupees. The Shah appointed the
Hiram, the ‘Naair, Aaim-ullah Khan, Sarhuland Khan and
Murtaaa Khan to collect the money. The entire city was
divided into five sections, and lists of the different trtahalias
with the names oi‘ their inhahitants and the amount to he
levied Front each were given to these five nohles.“

[ Anandram, 53. ]
After every eitiaen had been assessed his exact contribution.

pressure was put upon them to pay tlte amount. Delay or
ohjcction only led to insult and torture. The "floors of the
houses were dttg up in search oi’ buried treasure. fllajwadetli.
133-. ] Anandrant writes in his autobiography 1 "In the two
mahallas where the collection was entrusted to the hliaam and
the Wttair. the people were treated hurnanely, as the Waair paid
a greet part ol' the rnoney from his own chests. Hut in the other
three ntahallas, especially in that assigned to Sart:-uland Khan
{ i.e., titnandranfs own l fl the snlferings of the people ltnew no
hounds»-‘whole families were ruined. tulsny toolt poison and
others stat:-lied themselves to death." [a.nandram, 54.]

It is said that the Waair [,_tamar-ud~dit1 Khan was exposed
in the snn and thus made to pay one l-trot‘ of rupees plus jewels
and elephants. His diwan ltt'ajlisRai was aaseasedalarge sum and
delivered to Earl:-ulsud lthan to he tortured. His ear was cut
oft‘ in open darbar, and retiring home in the depth of disgrace
he committed suicide on Ell: April. The Court agent cl‘ the
governor oi‘ Bengal was beaten, and he toolt poison with his
entire family. as Hanway says, “Ho barharilies were left
unpraetised. The tea imposed was strictly exacted. What
ttuttthers destroyed titentselves with their own hands...‘

[l-lanway, ii, 332, Fraser I99, Ti-l-Hat; Tilolt Das.]
All this time hladir lived at Dihli as king. Coins were

issued and the public prayer read in his name as sovereign, and
the title of Sheena Shes { ‘ltiitg oi‘ hinge‘) which the lvtugl-ial

[Bill
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Emperors had borne was talren away from them and appiied to
him only. The governorso the provinces ollndia had to proclaim
him as their suaerain and in some instances mint his coins in
the provincial mints. Muhammad Shah lived in Dihlillltea
prisoner of state and his nobles in the same helpless and
degraded condition.

The entire population of Persia shared their lting's
prosperity. The revenue oi‘ that ltingdotrl was remitted For
three years. The chiefs of the army were lavishly rewarded;
the oortunon soldiers received Ia months pay together, one-third
cl which was their due arrears, one-third an advance, and
the remaining one~third a bounty. Escycn, 53.] The carnp-iollo-
wers received Rs. El] per head as salary and Rs. till] as bounty.

[ Johan, sst. 1
At Dihli hledir Shah talked oi" melting a pilgrimage to the

tomb of Shaikh Main-ud-din Chishti at rltjrner. This journey
was really intended for the spoliation oi‘ the Rajput States,
because ajmer is in the heart oi‘ Rajputana. at the report of his
intended movement, Sawal Jai Slltgltl in alarm sent his family
and those ot‘ his nobles to the mountain-fastness of Udaipur and
remained alone at his capital ready to flee away at the first
notice. Bnji litao the Peshws. then at Burhanpur, hogan to
form plans for holding the line of the Charnbal to prevent a
Persian invasion ol‘ the Dalthin.

[Raj-wade, vi.—l33 iiroltmendro S. C., 42.]

Ncdir‘s Dsporrurefiom Dihh‘

Nearly two months having heen thus passed atDihli and
the contribution collected, biadir Shah held a grand Court on
Tuesday, lst htay, to which he summoned the Emperor and his
nobility. These nobles, about u hundred in number, were
presented with robes ct‘ honour, jewclled swords and daggers,

l 31 I
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horses and other gilts. was his own hands he placed the crown
oi’ Hindustan on the head of Muhammad Shah and tied a
jewellcd sword round his waist.

The Emperor bowed tow in gratitude and said, "tits the
generosity oi‘ the Sltahan Shah has made me a second time
master oi‘ n crown and n throne and ettalted me among the
crowned heads oi the world, Iheg to offer as nty tribute the
provinces oi‘ my Empire west of the river Indus, from Kashmir
to Sindh,and in addition the sttbah oi" Tatha and the ports
subordinate to it.“ Thus, the trans-Indus provinces and
afghauistart were finally lost to the heirs oi‘ Bat:-nr. A consider-
able territory east of the Indus had also been seiccd by tiadir
by right of victory over die local subahdars before the hnttle of
Elarnal, and his right to their revenue was not disputed, though
they continued to he govemed by tvtuhamnisd Shah's otliccrs.
‘The governor oi Labor now signed an agreement to send it-ladir
Ell inlths of rupees a year on this account, to remove the reason
For any Persian garrison being left east of the Indus.

At this riuritor of lat May, hledir Shah urged all the nobles
and ttflicers oi lndia to obey and please their Emperor. He also
gave them and their master much valuable advice on die art
of government, and decreed that henceforth _1"hv'.rnnn.t should
again issue on lvluharnmatl Shah's behalf, and the Khutho and
coins should bear his name and title. it‘.-‘tnthe and coinage in
'Nadir's name, after having been current in tndia for two
months, were now discontinued. [..l'n.hon., 362.] Dn this day
the Persian conqueror sent ol1‘t‘our fern-tons of his own to Hasir
Jang, hlasir-ul-daulah, Rajah Sahu and Baji ltao. urging them
to respect the settlement he had made and to obey lvluhammad
Sltshlin future [rates roses, sat-ass. Rajwade vi, tat, an
Hatrio. Elli, Seyen ; 57, Anandram, Sift-S3. ]

Then, laden with the plundered wealth of tndia and the
accumulated treasures of eight generations oi‘ Emperors, he set

[53]
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ottt on his return home. From India he carried away I30
accountants familiar with the finances of the lvlughal Empire,
3*-Iltl masons, Itlil blacltsmiths, lull carpenters and tea stone-
cutters, to build a eity litre Dihli in Persia. Some goldsmiths
and boat-builders were also forced to accompany him. These
artisans were supplied with horses and other necessary articles
und promised a large pay and permission to return to India after
three years. But a considerable number of them contrived to
escape before he reached Latter. [I-Ianway, ii, 339.]

fin 5th May, ttss, he left Dihli after a stay of 5? days.
lvtal-ting a short halt in the Shalimar garden outside the city he
marched by way of I'~larela to Sonepat. where he overtoolt his
army. The peasants rose in his rear and plundered stragglers
and the bindntost part of his baggage train. it is said that he
lost |,oco trttnsport animals (camels, horses and mules} before
reaching Tbnnesar. In anger he ordered massacres here and at
some other towns on the way. [Hanway. sat]

From Sarhind he swerved aside to die right and proceeded
along the foot of the Himalayas, crossing the upper courses of
the five rivers of the Panjab which were bridged for him. This
he did in order to avoid the blistering heat ct‘ summer. tlln 25th
i-lay he reached the Chlnab at .a.lthnur, 42 miles north-east oi‘
Wanirabad.* Hy that time the river had been swollen by heavy
rainfall in the hills. When only half the Persian array had
crossed over, the bridge of boats brolte from the strength of the
current and 2,000 Persians were drowned. A long halt had to be
made, while a search was made far and near for boats. The
other half of the army was ferried over slowly in boats and rat'ts

 i rs | Z rs? I-3

' I here follow anandram. trlirea trlahdi’s words are: "He cnctuaped on
the baolt ot the river Chinab itnovm as Wn.rirabad." This may mean
that the Citinab was ltnown as the river of tats:-irabao. and not that
the Persians crossed at tlte tow.-t of Waeirahad.

[33]
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at Kaluwal. After thus losing ell days, hladlr himself crossed
the river last on 3rd July and resumed his march.

By this time the heat bad become intolerable even along
the foot ot‘ the hills. Zaltariya lthan, the subahdar of Labor and
Multan, had accompanied hladir up to this point. He was now
dismissed to his seat of government with many gifts and arecom-
menclation for promotion addressed to his master. hladir Shah
bad been pleased with his devotion and ability, and asltetl
him to name any favour that he lilted. The Khan very nohly
begged for the release of the Indian captives taken away from
Diltli by the Persian army. These were new set free by bladir’s
order, [MK-'.'.l., ii, ltlti.] Then, by way of Hasan Abdel and the
I-theibar Puss the Persians returned to ltabul.

[..fu.l|nmF:u.t.ltc, 363-3&5 ; Anattdram. S3-93.]
His rettun march through the Fanjnb was molested by

the Silths and .lats who rose in his rear and plundered e portion
of his baggage. The immense booty that he carried away front
India did not remain long in the royal treasury of Persia. Eight
years after this invasion bludir Shah was assassinated, and in
the troubled times that ensued, his boarded treasurers were
plundered and dispersed.“

" ‘the lilaacoeir Throne consisted of a gold-plated frame capable cl‘
beloa talren to pieces, richly iewelled panels titdaa into its eight
sides and detachable pillars, stops and roof. ft used to be put
together nttd placed in the darbar hall only at the anniversary ot
the royal coronation. but at other times It was stowed away in
loose parts. When these parts were looted they were naturally
tllspmts-ed to different quarters, The genttlne Peacock Throne of
Shah .ia|l1tit-l'l no longer tetists anywhere in the world: but arnctlern
and ehesp imitation oi'lt,rnade by the later lrtnitl of Persia, ls still
preserved st Teheraa.

' tot
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State nf India Afler Nadir’: Departure

Nadir Shah's neeupatinn n-l' Uihli and rnamaere til’ its
he-nple earried men‘s ntetneriee 349 years haelt tea similar
ealatnity at the hands til“ Timur. Hut there was a great
ditterenee between the results ef these twe fereignirwesiens.
Timur left the State nf [Jihli as he had fnund it, impover-
ished an dnuht, hut witheut any dismemhertnent. hiadit
Shah, an the ether hand, annexed the trans-Indus prnyinees
and the whale ef lhighanistan. and thus planted a atrnng
fnreign tn-nwer ennstantly impinging on nut: western frnntier
Tin'tur's destructive wnrit and the threat at‘ further intrasinn
item his enuntny ended with his life. But the Ahdaliand
his dynasty aentinuetl Hadifs wnri: in India as the heir
tn his Empire ‘With the iilhalhar Bass and the Peshawar
distriet in fnreign hands, the Pnnjah heeame a starting
paint fer fresh eitpeditinns against Dihli.

hint enly‘ were Afghanistan and the rnndern N. W.
Frentier Prnvinee eeded as the result ei Hadir's invasien,
but the Panjab tun was seen afterwards lest. Thteugheut
the seenntl half nf the lilth eentuty. Ahmad Shah Ahdali
and his deseendants who ruled over Kabul and Lahnr.
eenstantly threatened the peaee el' Dihli and even the
eastern ptevinees nf the Mugha] Empire. Their least mave-
ments, their slightest puhlie utteranees were reported tn
Dihll and Lalthnau and sent a thrill ni Fear Lhte-ugh
these Indian Ceurte and eaused anxiety and preeautienary
tliyersinn nl' fare-es tn their English prnteetntfls Hastings
and Weltessley, The hardy and trained lararrinrs nf Central
Asia and Afghanistan eeuld have eaptured Dihli by a few
days‘ dash frem l.-ahnr. r

The Fanjah, as the defensiye barrier nf India prnper
en the west, passed nut nf the hands el‘ the n|ler"'ei‘

[35]



l'~ll|.D.lIl'.. SHAH IN INDIA

Dihli even befcre the Ftbdali annelted it. Seinre the earning
cl" Nadir, this prevlnee had attained tn much peace and
presperity as the result at Farrulth-siyar‘s successful canine-
ticn at‘ the Sllth guru Sande and his tbllnwers, and later
an the vigcrnus eampnigns cl‘ Zaltariya Khan against
predatcry lccal chiefs and rebels. He had alsc added tc
the wealth and beauty nl' the cities, us Anandrum enthusi-
astically describes. But l*indir's invasien undid all this.
The ceuntry was first sacked by the Persian scldiers under
erde-rs and then by the lawless natives. Everywhere rubbery
and murder tenlt plaee; gangs ni rebbers elesed the rcads
tn trade and peaceful l:ral‘fie; every cne taught every cne
else. Utter desclaticn and discrder seized the prcvince.
The Silths began tn assert themselves in ever-increasing
strength. until, half-a-century later, they gained pcssessicn
ef the entire previnee. Frnrn the end ct‘ Muhammad
Shah's reign they beeante an ever-present thcrn in the
side cl‘ the Empire. In the secend half cf thc'lSth century
they used tc matte nlmnst annual raids eastwards tn the
envirnns ct Dlhli. plundering, burning, nutssacring and
deslrnying all traces n-F eultivalicn and hahitatien with
Ferceinus eruelty. Sarhind, Sahnrnnpur, Meerut, Shahdera
and even Hnrdwar suifered ircnt their ravages. Peace,

rnspcrity and industry disappeared frem the regicn nerth
and west cl‘ the Mughal capital.

After Nadir's return, the Mahratta established themselves
in the sculhern and western previnces cf the Empire in
abselute security. The Dihii severeign had nc lbree, an
general left re utter them the least resistance. Ernbeldened
by the helplessness cl‘ the central Gnverrunent, ll-ttahratta
hands began tn penetrate repreatetlly re lllrissa,
anuth-eastern Sihar and Bengal. The lccal gcvernnr was
helpless against their hcrdes and the Emperer entlld thinlt cl‘ nn
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ether means cf meeting this danger than by begging the Punt!
lvlahrattas tc drive the hlagpur ltdethrattas cut ct‘ Bengal.

we are teld by the lndian histcriaus that after the tlepatture
cl‘ Nadir. the Emperer called his ministers tngcther and devcted
himself tc re~eslab1ishing the adrninislraticn and restcring the
flttances. But we ltnnw l'rcm histcry that he did net succeed.
and that during the ten years that he reigned after l~ladir's
ittvasicn. the Cicvernntent grew wcalter and weaker and matters
drifted as hefcee.

lndced, there was nc reascn why tltete shculd be a testes
ratinu cl‘ the imperial newer and prestige, while the character ct"
the Emperer and ltis nebles eeatintted tc he as hadss helbre.
The Nieunt was the enly able and hcnest adviserleft; htll he was
new an cld man cf S2 ct S3, and in anticipaticn cfhis apprcachiflg
death rebellicn had brclten cut arncng his setts. His dcrnestic
trnubles and anxieties drew ltitn tn the Dalthin and itept hint
busy there till his death. Thus the Emperer cculd nct prciltbythe
l‘~lieant’s wisdctn and ettpericncc. even if he were inclittcd tn
lbllcw his ccunsels—which was nct the ease.

The gcverttcrs cf Cludh and the Daiehin had an help but tn;
declare their independence-in practice, ii‘ net in narne,—as the
subahdar cf Bengal had already tlcne- The struggle lbr the
vvaairship at the capital—i.e., fer the pest ct’ keeper cl" the
puppet IE.ntpercr,—ct:-ntiaued mere bitterly than befcre; the
Facticns amnng the nubility quarralled and intrigued as hard as
ever, and finally after the death cl‘ Muhammad Shah ( 1745] they
came tn hlews in the streets and pitched battles cu the plains
nutsitle Dihli, and the great anarchy, which is cnly ancther
name fer the histcry ct‘ the lviughal Ernplre in its last days,
began, destined lc he ended enly by the lcreign cenquest cf the
imperial capital half cl‘ a eelttury later.
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45 ; retires tc his camp after the defeat Sl ; lst visit re
hladir 57-53 ; ecnfirms peace agreement till ; rislts tn enter
l~ladir's camp S2 ; n captive E3 ; reaches Dihli with hladir
SS ; welccmes the victcr S9 ; begs Nadir tc stnp massacre
1'4 ; tributes trans-Indus pmvinces tn Nadir SI, Ittdia at
the end nf his reign S? ; bis death ST.

Muhataram-—-killed at Itarnal-—-51.
Murtaaa Kit.-—appc-intcd tc ccilect rsnscm—-lltl.

{iv}



Musaffar !€.h.—ltilied at It-l.arnel—51.
Nadir Shtth—-inaasinn ef : a symptntn til’ Mnghal t|et:lit1e—-I I

early ltistnry 13 ; entitled Shahnrt Shah L5 ; kingly esnellence
1.5; diplernstic reins, with Dihii l7 ; sends and envoy 13 ;
deeides nn invading India 15! ; cnnttaers netthern Afgha-
nistan 14-2? ; sieges Rabat 15 ; charges the Emperer with
vlnlatien ef premise 2:5 ; enters Pesltwar 29 -, friendly itt’tet1-
tinns tnwatd lndin 31 ; mnrehes tn Knrnal 33 ; arrittes at
aeirnahsd -tn ; strategy at Kernel 41 ; arrangements fer
npertttinn 4'1 : rnasterly wet‘ taeties #9 ; Turltish arttecedents
52 : cetnrnents en lndian army 55 ; Eurnrnens Hiram 56 ;
treaty Fur peace GD 1 discusses ‘war ittdcrnnity til ; his trea-
ehernns ennp d'e’tat ti2++i:i3 ; preparatiun at Elihli fur his
wcicntne 15'? : reed. by the Emperer ii and preclairrted as
snvereign +59 : rttntclur of his murder Tl}-T2 ; massacres
Dihii T3-T? ; issues en-ins Bil; restnres Mnhnttttnad Shah [B2] ;
farmans tn respect his treaty E2 ; earries lndian artisans
E3 ; frees Indian t:-aptitres E4 ; year ni' assasinati-nn E4.

Hadirnhad (tn ndern Qattdahar 1|-— 15.
Han-tiaiai Mandaini {Chaudhuti til" lndur)—destrnys iiduslisns

in h-fialwa-4.
Nasir Jang—l~ladit"s ferrnsn tn-32.
Nasir Kh., Sub-ahdar pl‘ I-‘Kabul-111
hlssir !Ch.,~ the End, E-iererner pt‘ a.i'gi1anistan—1i], 22 ; his

defeneeiess state I3, 13 ; entrenches himself near Pesltwsr
29 ; restnreti tu the vicernyalty nf Kabul and Peshwar 3L

Nasir-ud~daulal1——Nedir‘sfsrman tn—a2.
hlasr-ullah Mina. ynunger snrt nf l"iedir—Participstes in the

invasien 14. 26, 1'3. ii-2. 4?. 5? I marries an ittipetiai Prin-
nesa 7'7.

Nisar Muhammad Eh. Sher Jung, nephew til" Saadst Tilt.-5!};
captured alive 5].

Hiaam, the-—.nre Asa!’ lttit
Nur Hal, dancing girl-fascinates Iiiadir-‘I-‘H.

is}



l:'-‘ean-eel: threne—'i'B, 34 n.
Persian arnrv-—estitnatian pi--3'? ; use at‘ swivel-guns -Iii‘, 53 t

auperieritv and advantage ever the Indians 54-55 1
riet against them st Dihli ‘id-‘ll ; erigiu at‘ the rint ‘ii.

Pilsji laden, tfieneml under Baji Han-Zia.
Qalsraiar tt.h.—halds the tart at Blneha Mirna-29 ; itilled 30.
Qamanud-din i{lt., the Waeir--1' : antecedents S ; sets against

the invader 34 ; eanarts the Emperer tn Hatiir 5'? ; iaiis tn
eeunsel the Emperer as ; tat-ten ta ‘Nadir dd, £54 ; begs
Nadir ta parden Dihli riaters 1-I ; appainted tn calleet
ransflm, and tartureti by i“-iadir ED.

Qasirn iih. Pathan-11 n.
Qiriluashes-res Persian srtnv.
Rai Bhan—invelves in [tihii riat—'i5 t put ta death 715.
Rajah Sahu——t'~ladir's ‘fartttt-!ttt' tr-21-32.
litansnm, eitactian at'—d5i-TD, ‘IT-‘iii.
Ranaji Sindhia—leads iidalwa i'arce-—3ti.
Ratan Chand—i:iiiet| at i{arnai—5l.
Rnshan-ud-tiaulalit-—Patranises Nasir Kb. Iii : fails nut pi

Empernfs l'a1tau1' .."-ll.
Rugsti-I-Aiamgtri-6.
Rustam all I-the--2.
Saadat Eh. liiurhatt-ul+mttilt—I-'; antecedents ti; attempts tn

nverthrnw ith. Dauran 23-t1; ntareltes against Nadir 3?:
reaehes Panip-at at ;juins imperial farce 43 I hastens tn fight
Persians -14-1!-5; assault an his army es ; captured alive $D~
51 ;hraught betare Nadir 55: his evil rale in peace nega-
tlatinn 55, 515 ; jcalnt.-s1r far l‘~ii:am*s appnintntent 59 ; intri-
gue witlt Nadir lifl ; meets the eaptive "Emperer 52 ; at Dihii
ta welcetne Nadir as, 6?. as ; tnltes paisan 459.

Sadashiv Bhsn-39.
Sad-ad-din lth.--3?.
Saduliah lth.--1 tdefiaes gnnd admin- ti.
Serbuland l{h.--calteets ransam far Nadir El].

l\'il



Sawai Iai Eingh-35 ; alarmed at l"-iadir's advance. see afsn
Handaiai Mandalni.

Savyid hliea Kh.~—invalves in Dihii rint ‘I-'2, T5-iii ; put ta
death “id.

Shah Alam, sun nf Amir I{h—2il.
Shah Hussein, last uf Seiawi dyttasty--li._l1
Sltah lstnail, fnundct uidefewl dyttaaty-ll.
Ehah Jahttn—weiceutes Shins 5 t aecuntultttiun el‘ wealth dl.
Shah Nawas F-'.i1+—invCtives in Dihii rint ‘i5 ; pat ta death ‘id.
Shah Tshmssp—ree Miran Tahmasp.
Shah Tahnutsp lI—net feiieitated by Muhammad Si:ah— ti‘.
Shahdad .Ai"ghan—ltilled at liarnal-51.
Shailth Ali Htt:—ttIitnesses plunder at" Ltthnre—-31.
Shaltit it-’L!t.—23 rt.
Shanta lt'.h.—affers resistanee ta hiarlir at Kauai eitsrlel--25;

ltilied 25 tt.
Shiveji—3.
tihttjaat i4lh.—2.
Tahemasp lih. Jalair—ss t'-iadir‘s agent at Dihli -E7 ; sends

ntiiltatjv ta the grattaries T2 ; levies war ransturl Til.
Telrht-i-rawsn { a purtable thrnne ‘,t-—|'jlEi.
Tilnlr Dias-witnesses plunder of l..ahare—32.
Timur—carnparisan at‘ his invasien with hiadir‘s—t!5.
Udai Puar—leads tvtalwa farce-315.
Waair, the—see Qamar~ud-din Hlh.
weil_esley—E5.
Yadgar Hasan F-Lh.-lriiled at I{arnai—5l.
lalrariya K.h., geverner at‘ Lahere at Multan—23 ; appases

Persian advance 29-341; tillers sahrnissian ta hladir tn save
Lattnre Ell ;acnttsed af dislnyaitjt 35 ; induees Nadir tn Free
Indian eaptives S4 ; campaigns against nebels Bti.

Eamhureest leng swivels fire-arms }—4'i.
[ Prepared by a. Mukhapadhhav. tvt.n. nip. Llb. ]
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