

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023512661.0x000002?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

PRECIS

ON

NAVAL ARRANGEMENTS

IN THE

PERSIAN GULF.
1862-1905.

By J. A, Saldanha, BA.,, LL.B,


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023512661.0x000007?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

LIST OF CONTENTS.

CHAPTER L
Introductory,
SECTIONS. PARAGRAPHS,
The old Indian Navy and’the Psrsian’ Gul, 16161862 1
CHAFPTER 1.

Stal’.emcnt of movements of Her Majesty's vessels in the Persian
ulf

sue - - wus ane e 2

CHAPTER III.

Naval arrangements on abalition of the Indian Navy, 1863-1871... 3

l.—Difficulties experienced for want of @ local navy, The Shah's
desire to have a navy .. "o vee v J=15

11 ~Arrangements far a naval Torce for the Gulf i e B6=1g

HI.—lnstruetions for the gnidance of Her Majesty's vessels employed
in the Gulf ... o <o 2031

CHAPTER 1V.

Rules for the relief of Royal Navy vessels in the Gulf, 1874-75 ... 22—27

CHAPTER V.
East India Station standing orders, 1882... e 28
CHAFTER VI.
Royal Navy vessels in Indian Seas, reduction, duties, condition,
. oLt ass ses s - L
I—Reduction in the number of Royal Navy vessels maintained in
the Indian seas and on the Indian subsidy, 1884-8g e 20=40

Il.—Duties of the Persian Gulf squadron. Charge on account of the
coal snprlied to these vessels when cruising outside of the Per-
sian Gulf, 1887 . e o 40==ga

ITl.—Limits of the Persian Gulf Station, 1837 e ™ 43

IV.—Inefficient condition of the Royal Navy vessels on East India
Station L]

V.~0Orders affecting Royal Navy vessels in the Persian Gulf, 1888.., 47—49

V V1.—British vessels of war in Basrah waters, 1883 = s 50
VIL=Visit of H, M. S, Sphinx to Muhammerah - ot 5
’ VIIl.—=Communications between naval officers and native chiefs or
officials. Operations on land by naval officers to suppress
slave trade, 18g8-g9 e . iss §2wmga-B
. CHAPTER VII.

Bushire Residency Steamers.

L==The Hugh Rose and the Lawrence ., . von S4Bt
Ul.—Question of arming the Lawrence in vl o Ba=myy

T —


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023512661.0x000009?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

CHAPTER VIIL

SECTION, PARAGRAPHS,
New arrangements for the employment of subsidized wvessels in
the Gulf, 1895-1903 . cur TBemB1-A

CHAPTER IX.
Movements of the British versus Foreign men-of-war, Igol.os

l—Movements of His Majesty’'s ships in connection with Maskat e B3=83
IL.—Cruise of large men-of-war in the Gulf, 1501-1g05 e 84=—go
CHAFPTER X.
Salutes to be fired from His Majesty's ships to Native Chiefs
and Political Officers in the Persian Gulf e DI—T21
CHAPTER XI.
; Steam-launches for Political Officers.
[—=Steam=launch for the Resident in the Gulf - wee 122e=125
IL.—Steam-launch for the Resident at Baghdad e 126
I1l.=Steam-launch for the Consul at Muhammerah frs e 127=130

IV.—Suggestion to utilize the three torpedo-boats lying at Bombay
for the use of the consular officers in the Gulf & s T3

CHAPTER XIL

Surveys in the Persian Gulf since 1871 v 132146



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023512661.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

heh

T —

CHAPTER L

Introductory.
The Indian Navy and the Persian Gulf,

The first of the ships that opened British commercial intercourse with the
Persian Gulf started from the Surat factory of the East India Company. Here
was established a small marine, that afterwards developed into the Bombay
Marine, called since 1830 the /udian Navy, which was abolished in 1863. To
this Indian Navy we are mainly indebted for the breakdown of the Portuguese
power on the Persian Gulf, the protection of the British commerce against the
rivalry of the Dutch and the French, the supEress[Dn of Phac{esand the establish-
ment gf maritime peace, and security of navigation by its surveys, in the Gulf.
The record of its origin and rise, its struggles and wictories is given in the
exhaustive and admirable history of the Indian Navy by C. R. Low. We must
be content here with only a synepsis of the principal events in the Gulf in which
the Indian Navy figured and the surveys done by us officers in the shape of
two statements.

PERIOD I.
The early vojages and the Bombay Marine, 1616-1851.

Official publi- | Lams el
el Navy, volume .

Year. Evenls.

Selectisn  from
State  popers
Id00- 1800 with
Suminary,

T mary,
F141] o | The East Indin Company’s ship Fames despatched to Jask | Pages iv and v

with Bdwrd Covosk apd factors oo n mission to Pesis by
the Sarat factoss.

158 o | A trading vessel despatebed fiom Surat to being Persian silks | Page xiv - | Page 2p
1020 s | Pight between the East India Company's ships and Portuguese | Page xvi v | Page 31
frigates oif [auk, in which the English win altimately,
1623 s | Captie of Ormur by the English in eo-operation with the Per- | Page xvil e | Page 58
swons, Tie East ladia Company's flest plays an important
patt.
1628 e | Captain Swanley procesds 1o the Gulf with o squadroaof 5 (%) | Page xx o | Page 47
| ships carrying the Mughal Ambss:ador wo Persta, and also the
Engli-h Ambassador Sir D, Coues. lastructions o bim to
sapiure Porugeese ships.
1640 w | A factory apened at Basrah... - o | Page xxi - -
1653 e | Dinfeat of the East India Company's feet off Jask by the Dutch.. | Page zxili . -
[Sooa afterwards peace coneladed with the Duteh.]
w684 e | Sir Charles Grantham, Vica-Admiral, sails in his ﬂngﬂﬁa The | Page xxviii  w. | Page 72

Charles I bom Rombay 10 Combrooa: but finding the Dutch

Heet in goeat lorce there rolurns.

LR +ee | The Fresch destroy an English sloop at Gombroon, and eapture | Susmary, page | Page 153

the East lndiaLompany's [attory. xiki and Selees
| tiong, No. C
1
56566 .. | Captwre o the Latly and Fort Willizm by the Kash —Tespateh | Summary, pages
of & Beet againat vie Kaab.—The espedition a fnilere xivii—  xbvili,
. Selrctionr, Ko
| CLl of seg.
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PERIOD L
The early voyages and the Bombay Marine, 1616-1831—ro.fd.
| Low's History
1 Year. Events. | 5 :J;}-_l:._.||::‘,1r::“1
767 e | Expedition sguinst the [sfand of Ormos.—Lissstrons end Summary, page
X%, Selrctions
Ne. CLXXIL
1768 s | Expedition against the Karrack Island. —Failare. Summary, page | Page 184, i
5 7
ri. CL I
| amicLXXVHI
1774 1o | Siege of Aaseah by the Tersicna, The East India Company's | Summary, page | Pages 166 of seq.
| skips Bght with Pessian and Kaab 3hips. iv. Selections
| Now CCIX and
| CCXL
Abagt |
1748 | Page 5u4.
1803 ws | Cagture of the East India Conaney's ship Py by the Feench | ... Pagen 323 o
| ol the Island of Kenn and 1ts sabsequent adventuses | .
1Bog 6 a1 [Mersian Gulf Pré-
i 1| cis, 1800-53.
| ¥ Expeditions against the Joismis .|
180ge10 ] | | Chapters XIV. | Chapter X.
H L] XV and XXWVI
1facar .. |J
| 1828:30 ... | Serviess of the lndisn Navy oo the Arab coast .. . Pages 316-335-
PERIOD 1L
The Indian Navy, 18321862,
Low’s Histoey
Year. Events. of the Indian
Navy, volume 1.
!
| 1830 wa | Persian Gulf Squadron, about 1830, kept at a strength of 4 or 5 o
ships.
1834 wen | 0 1894 the squadron consisted of only two cruisers, the dmbh rat
and Elpkinstone.
The Beni Yas Chief Khaliia bin Shakbut, taking advantage |
| of the we.knessof tre English squadron, equips a large
| fleet of his own in order to contest the the Guil
1 with the English. Outbreak of plratiesl itin the Gulf,
| 1835 e | Gallant fight of the Elphimstons with the Beal-Yas flact and Pages 19 et sey,
its vistory,
| 1838 s | The British squadron increased sl
| 183553 .. | Regular eruisers of the lr.ﬁ“.n,w!- ships in the Galf Pages 240t req.
the Pifate cowst bas & wholesoma effect and resn
| Maritime Troces and Peacs agreaments of tha Arab C
1858 we | The Hugh Lindray, the first steamer vis ing the Gull, goss Page 2z
I " om a cruise round the Plrate coast mnd poduces a deep
| impression,
| Persiun Gulf Squadron aboat this time kept at strength of 4 "
or 5 cruisers, 1
| | |
1
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PERIOD II,

The Indian Navy, 1832-1862.—con/d.

Low's History
of 1 ndian
Nawy, volume II.

| Oficial publica-

Events. toss.

Maritime traces and parpotusl peate agresment signed by the | Persian Gulf | Pages 24 of seg.
Firate Chiefs and as & result the constant watch of the | Pricis, 1801.53,
craisers of the ladisn savy. Chapter X LII

and XVIX.

Expedition to the Gulf.-~Occupation of Karraclk.—Removal of | /8id, Chapters | Pages 98 o svg.
the Bushire Residency to Kasrack. | {:El‘lr\-’ and
XV.

Great strain o the Indian Navy onaccount of Peesian affaies | fiid,  Chapter | Page 108,
mnd necosity of keeping a watch on the Arsb coast threatencd | XLIV.
by Kuribhed Pasha,

| Evacunation of Kharrak. Removal of troaps to Bombay v | fbid, Chapter Page 168
LEVIIL

The Persian War—Expedition into the Persian Gulf and | Prrsiam  Coasé |[Pages 1337 o

Ambizan. and  Iolandz| seg.
Pricis, 1854
1905, Chapter
| UL

-—

b2

o

el Year.
183553 .
1838-39 -
183041 ...

| 1842
1856-57 ..

d

[

[

-
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J.=Statement of the survey work done by the offcers of the Bombay Marine and Indian Navy in the
Persian Gulf.

Year.

Offcers employed.

Region covered by
the survey.

the Indian Navy.

||
Low's History of |

Reports or memoirs.

1773

1785

pBaa

183e-30

l

| Lientennnt Robimon and

Lientenant Porter (in the
Fex).
Lisutenant Me-

Joha
Cluee.

Capta'n Guy with Cap-
tain Brugls.

with
Halves,

Crptain  Bruels
Lieutenants
Kewpthome, Cagan,
Pincling, Ethersey,
Whitelock snd Lyrch.

Captain Brucks

Lientenant Kempihorse

Lientenant F. Whitelock

183540 | Lientenant | R. Wellsted

1833-37 | Captain

1844-48

{with  Lwstensnt F.

W hitelock).

Haines, with

Jeaienants Sanders,
Liutteadan, Grieve
Rennie und Dr. Hul on
(1 the Palinsrus),

Captain  Sanders  with
Lieutenants Fell, Con+
stable, Ward, Wheb, and
Assinant Swrgeon H,
] Certer (Natara'ist
and  Geologwst). The
work  completed by
Liewtenant G iwve aon
1848 awsisted by Lieu-
temant Ward.

\

Mekran and a port
of Uersla.

The Persian coast as

Maskat,
of various parts of
the const.

drawings

Arabian eyt aof the
Persian Gull,

Porsian Gulf

Oman, Arabin, and
Mesopotamia,

South coast of
Arabia.

Swth coast o
Arabia,

Volume L

Pages 185 #f seg

Pages 185-18p...

Pagen ga4 ol seg,

Pages gog5 of sog.

Volume 11.
Pag= Bg

Fage: 85-86

Mages 204 of 20,

M5.0f the survey in existence some g0
Yoars AE0.

..

|

A memeirof C.ptain Gur's sarvey drawn
us hy Lieutesant Ho .ghion imise India |
Office.

Memoir deseriptive of the navigation of the
Persan Gulf {Bombay Selrctions No. a4,
pages £27-834.)

Notes on identification of places tosched
at by Newrchue, an the ancient commerce
o the Gulf and on a visit to the ruins of
Thar e, &, G 5. Joarnal ¥, pnge 26; Bomtay

G 5. Jousnal I page 19y, XIII, page 125

fthe islsndsat the ent-ance
srrntive of n jou nry in Oman,
1. V1L (1838), Bombay G. 8. |.,
1 {1836-33).

(1) Mareative of 2 josras
of Lian R. G. 5.

intn the interior |
VI, 1833

{2) Travelsin Arabia, 1838,

(3) Teavels ta the city of the Caliphs, 1840-

a by Castain Haines.
<G ¥ ] 1K, pege 125

o procecdings of the

Palinurns, R. G. 5.

inta Dofar by Mid-

8.G.5 | L

ruttendrn's

March idal

Falisiwras,

India Ofice,)

Accoun® o th
Ja X1,

Kuria M glands, R G 5.
16, Bombay G, 8, |, 1L

Dy Car'er's morks :—

{1} Acronct of the riine of Ei-Belled (i
Dgiar). R, G. ], VI, page 223
(with 2 plate and addition).

(2) Notes on the Garrah tribe. Journal of
Bombay Br. B. A S, 1L

(1) Wates on the Mahrah teibe
cabulars of
motes on he

with wo-
argaage &nd lurther
sarrah, fbid,

{4) Description of the Frankincense tree
ol Arabaa, J8id.

(5) Geographical deseriotion of south-east
coast of Arabi. ap eE8sy on the

Charts.

@ sheets,

14 Charts (see pag®
406 of Volume I of
Law's History
the Indian Navy.

South-Ea af Coasd
f  Arabia, by
Haines, 3 aheats

{1830, Nerta-East
Cozsd af Arakie, by
Saunders and Grieve
(1840), Kuric Meris

comparalive iphy  of that
coast, Bombay <A BT L

1.

(€) Igne vz Rocks of Maskat and
neight ourhood, ete, fhid,

its
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1. —Statement of the survey work done by the officers of the Bombay Marine and Indian Navy in the
Persian Guif—contd.

Low's History of
the Indian Havy.

Reports or memroirs.

Charts,

Pages 403 ol s0g.

Memair of Bahrein, Bo. G. 5. ], XVI, pag‘al
&0

Descriptive sketeh of the faland of Jibbleea,
Keria Muria Bay. Bo. G. 8. |, XV, 18zp.

(1) Mewoir ealative to the Hydtoeraphy of
f Bo. G. 5. ], XII, page

y of the

{2} Letter om :he qu-mc-ﬂ GMEI'IE
wyember

Persian Gulf. w8 o XV
18s8).

{+) A visit to the bot spriegs of Basher
near Maskat, Bo G.S. [, XV.

(# Reparton the line of leh‘gﬂph from
i Ras Jask to Basrah. Bo. . 5. ], XVIL

11, —Surveys in Turkish Arabia and Arabistan.

Velume 11, pages

53 et seq.

Fages 44 #f zeq....

Pages 4oB ef TPU-! (3] Armun! of ascent on the Tigtls, 1846,

1) The Kamn and -P|gn 414415 -

Page 414

l Hin adventures are deser bed in Wellsted's
Travels to the City of Caliphs,

(1) Note on & part o the river Tlerls bes
tween Bagdad and Samsrra and R. G. 5.
T= X, page 471 (1539

(2) Nolc:ccomganﬂ ng asurvey of the Tig.
ris from Ciexiphon to Mosul. Thid, page 441,

(3) Memair of the river Eu:p'hrn.reg, ing parts
to accompany the map. Bo. G. 5. [ V1.,
page 169,

(4) Memoir of the country between Bagdad
and Hamri4 Hills by Lieatenant Grounds.
Iiid, Vol. VL.

R. . 8. | XVII, page 1.
Proliminary remarks on the Nahrwan canal,

| with a glance at the past bistory of its
| province. Bo.G. S.J. IX, May 1Bgp—

| Augost 1850,
Raessarches in the vicinity of the Median
will of Xenephenupd nnglh:old sparment
af the river Tigris. Jbd, X, September 1850
—=June 1252,

| Brie! obaervations !cmung an appeadiz 1o
the map of Bagdad,

| Al Bis work appears to have been lost.

| (1) Account of the ascent of the rivers, R.
G. 8. ], X1V, page 210,

(2) Memior by Captain Selby (lost).

t of M mia bes
|-Beytha on the Tigris and

v | Memoir on the
tween Sheriat-
Tel Ibrahim.

Map of the Tigrin
on & seale of 12 in.
ches to a degres.

Accompanied by &
map.

Maps lost, but erigi-
:.I] tmlps and firld
ooks were -
ol from  Baghiml
and redrawn -5
Licutenant l:nlﬁ;]_.
wood,

7 maps.

red b
Yow. | OBmempiops | Refemgstby
1859 Lieatenant Whish e | Harbour of Bahrein..,
1857-60 o | Lieutenant C. Constable Persian Gulf -~
with Lieutenant Stiffe. |
|
Lisutenant A, W. Siife ..
!
1
1826-90 Lieutenant Henry Ormsby| Lower Tigris o
183746 C n Henry Blosss [ The Mesoootamian
it i’_.l;::‘h with his bw:hcl rivers and lowas,
Michasl Lyneh,
enants Feliz Jones, le-
bel. Selby and Grounds
tim the Nitocris, Ninirod
Assyria).
Commander Feix Jones [(1) The Tigris from
who succeered Captain | Bagdad to Samarra
Lyach (8461855} .
Course o the ancient
Mahrwan Cenal
O1d bed of the Tigris
and vicinity of Med-
inn wall and Pyacus
of Xenephon.
Country between the
Tigris and Upper
Zab, including the
roms of Nemoch, |
Lissienant Celingwood | Shat-el-Arab  from |
whe acted after Com-| Basmah to Marghil |
mander Feliz Joass had| and course of the |
left wntil arcival of Cap= | Hindiah canal, 1
tain Seluy ( Apeil 1861
— April 1862).
Captain Selby who sac-
conded Commander Feliz] D'zl rivers and the
ones  (1843-55—1962), | Ab<i-Gargar canals.
with Lieatenants Colling-
wood and Bewshat, (a) The region west
of the Euphrates, in-
cluding the sea of
Nejef and sites of
Babylon, Birs, Nim-
rod, Kala, ete.
Lisutenant Bewsher, 1862-| The region from Tel
65, Ibeahim te Samarra
an the Euphrates.
1288FD

L
.—
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CHAPTER II. —

vements of British men-of-war on the Gulf, 1863—1905.

2. The f o stalement shows the Brit
Maskat and the Pe

1863 to 1903, . ; s

i
I
Year, | Names of the ships, Lmpe t servies angage
¥ engage
|
|
186364 ... | Bombay Marine ship Clyde ed in laying the Submarine Cable s
" "
1864-65 .., |
. ’
186566 | Both these ships we i ae against the
Wahzhis K 1 Oman ¢ (See Chapter e
‘ IV ot th o M5—1873
|
|
1BiG-Gy
L Fe

786860

pa Hugh

iblg-70 ...

| | o ik Pase,
|
gigs . | MM, Cr
| "
. Fuliure,
|
| | w Lywe, -
w  Nimble,
1873 » Vusltiers ws | At Bakre's fn Fehrua ‘|
n -
I
'
| 5
|
1830 . "
" Rifrman,
L
o | (1) H. M. Corvetie Briten T

(z) w  Ship Philemel.

12 . o Rifesan

4 " w Magpic |

I’s: " w Wimble | 1 e
| | -
Jer-: w w Daphue |
| |
| (With the Bombay Masine
| May Freve and Hugh Rear), "
|
| 187596 we | H. Ma", Gunboat Arab '
| - Fullv watching d.ira ﬁ“
i

b on & May Frere Seyyed Tl

1875 prevented
oast.  All these
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Feriod daring which detsined in
b I Year Namas of the shipa. the Persian Gulf or Gull 1 Important secvice engaged in.

f Oman,
ﬁ'ﬂ]} il |

1876-77 ... | H. M's. Guaboat Prsfal.

e, ol b R,
iy | » - Arap. |
I . Teaser.
|
e s w Daphea
. lzr8 . | " " Rifeman Kaai The skips were especially employed at Maskat and Basrah.
| | Tre #eascr was employed in overawing the tebols at Matrah
. g Teaser, | mnd Maskar. The Arab was also sent for proiection of
| Mirskat, Im Octobor 1877 the Fulfure deatroyed o Hotille
" - Ariis. | of private boats on the Katf Coast,
i - Deaphae. [ In March 1398 the Naval Commander-in-Chief wisied Maskat
wnd Lingah in the Enryolus,
ke
Py ﬂ'ai‘h’ = " Teazer. !
|
- o Faullure. |
= 3 Spartan, :
15708 ... - - Beraeon et The Ready procea’ed in Jone 1879 to Gwadur lo protect the
Buritish ects ngainst the Bindr of Mand. The Folitical
i - P ult e, Agent, namr Evan Smith, vigited the chiat 1owns on Batinsh
on the Filiure, The Rrady was sent 10 ¥hare
- - Ready. | which hed become an object of contention betwoen
| | i Rasel Hid and those of Sur, snd throagh hee
| clory, thoagh tempoary, arrasgement of
{ dispuie allected.
Tarl Bt gRBy-8a ... | (1) H. M. 5. Beacon e | 1) 1eft in May 1882, and wr | The Bead'y sent to Meziak on 2gth March 1882 to wam the
e & dians, whes the - utan proceaded to take Masnash
| (<) F Ranger sss | (3} tookk her place, bir wos remow. meben-hiss.  She returned on 27th March.
&d in Octobar, when s eaptared three slave dhows off the soothern
coust of Arabis.
(3 i Ready - | 13) came. i
Baliy il {4) # Dyryad v | [4) and (5) continsously im the
pesis du | Guli.
{z) " Wondlark v |
1888y .. | (1) o Diyypad ssa | (1) left in July 1882 s | The Feady proceeded to Masnaah o watch events ia April
i and retarcod after its capture by the Soltan, with several
&) - Wondlark oo | (2) and (3} contipoously in the | wounded mem.
Gl
{3} " drah . {
] " Eciipse e | () lelt in May 1682, I
| | {5 joined in December 1882, I
sy i Philamel s s
{8 3 Ready s | (2) 3nd {3) continvously in the Gulf.
W Wondlark e | (1) left in November 1583 s | The Philomel sent in Qctober 1883 to Matrah in order to save
the town from being taken ny Seyyed Abdal Aziz's force, and
i* Arab = (3] left in July 1BB3. | fired shells over the place. The siege continued for 3 duvsand
| | was nitimarely saved by Iriendly tribes coming to the resone
i Fhilamel. of the Sulian,
|
n  Dragon. | In November 18°3 Calanel Hlk"gm-mdpd in the Philome!
| on towr 1o the Koria Mugia lstands and Dbofar.
pl Fhilemel we | (1] leftin October 1884 s | In December 1884 Colonel Miles proceeded on the Dragow to
Rus Farak o presest rewards to certain chiefs there for z
" Dragon «s | (2) left in Jansary 1885, their services in succouring the shipwrecked erew of the
Airp.
i Ranger = | (3) joined in Janvary 1685,
{4} W Britem s | (4) wan in the Guli from syst

December to 24th Masch

B5 | (£} i ] s | (1) joined in May 1885 and lefi
.nldf'ﬂ el e e March 1680,
o (2} .  Reindeer v | (2) olned ia Augest 1885
o f, {3) o Rauger = | {30 Jedt in Ociober 1882
s : o ;
- Philomsel - ) joined in September and le't
i ks L in ]uuar;PltBM. J

A—
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l Period during which detained in

Important service engaged in.

iy

Year. Mamea of the ships. the Persian Guil or Gulf
‘ of Omas.
, |
| |
188687 ... | (1) H. M. 5. Reindeer v | 18) At the station, Augast 1885 to | (1), (2). (3). (4} engaged in April to June 1886 in operations
Jane 1836, agninst slavers.
(& =« Kingfizher v | () Apeil to July 1896 snd again | Rear-Admiral Sir F. Richands visited Maskat and the Persiay
from August 1885, | Gali.
(3} o  Sphine e | (4) May to Augast 1886 and again
| from Sepiember 1836 to
| Miarch 1BE7.
4} = Woadlarth ws | {4) June to Decomber 1886, |
[ (8) o Osprey we | (5} Joined a5th Jamuary 1887, E
|
188788 .. | (1) . - The Osprey was despatched to the Arab conskin view of the
| Pessian activities that side to wean over the tribes from the
L] n Sphisis. | British influence.
B o Kingilsher. ) Joioed in February 1888 .. | In July 1837 the Ramger proceeded in order to protect British
subjests to Suweik oa the Batineh coast, which bad bes
14 i Ranger. | ssized by rebels,
|
| is) = Turgnoise. |
888y . (1) . |
i02) . Raitger,
| (3 w  Sphins.
(4) w  Kingfisher. |
188gp0 . ) m Kingfizher v | (1) and (2) stationed on the Gulf |
5 | i 188050,
0 =« Sphins. i .
(3 u Griffan s | (2) and (r4) visited the Gulf on
special service. |
W = Rrdpole, | |
1
(5 e Bariner we | (5) Joined in Mareh 1890 |
| -
wgogt o (1) w " « | (1) Loft in June 1890 -
2) =« Sakinw.
B . Cossach.
4 - Breadrich |
(= " Griffnm, |
|
[
1Bgisgs w0} Sphins (%) Relieved (1) temporasily in i
i February 3893,
L |
(#) .  Redbreast s | (3) In the Gulf, November to De- [
| cember 18gi,
B » Brisk, |
1' { |
180393 oo | D) 4 Sphing e | (1) Progeeded to Bombay to pay | The Corsack was detailed on dut ] Bl |
. I ] te v [
off in Mazch 1897 and was | Abbas, where she remainad :'n.'):i Ta.'tan':u;? e b
relieved by (). L
| (8) w  Comauk e | (3) Joimedin Oectober 1Bpy and
: left in March 1803, |
|
0 . i
15g308 . | (1) - Sphing w | (8} Procesded to Bombay to dock | Lapwing sent to Bahrein in November 1803 to mestore

in November 1897, when ket
; lzco was taken by (2) aad
then by (7).

confidonge.
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Period dering which detained in
Year. Names of the ships. the Persien Uell or Gulf Impartant ssrvice engaged in.
of Oman. *
|
180465 .. | (1) B M. S, Sphine (1) Froceeded to India in April on | During the rebellion at Maskat in February 1895, the Sphing
velief by (3) and retursed in | bavieg amived at Maskat on February 18th, a trace was
May 1tg4. ebigined for removing British subjects to a place of safety.
The Lowrents brought the Resident to the place and the
i2) ra Pigesm, Bramble veached there a few doys liet. (Sec Afesbat
Prézis, 18p3-igag, Chapter 1V.)
(1) “ Lapming e | In October 1834 (1) relieved
(1) and was in thra relieved
in November 1893
(4 = Brambie . | (4} Proceeded 1o Maskat from
Bombay in February 185,
|
183556 () 3 I = | (1) Left in March 1893 - | T S’hzu, Pigean and Plassey amplnvﬂl l|| opera.lwna
| against the Ali-bia-Ali tribe ot in July
{2) & Pigeon . | (@iand (3) were spectally sent | tEgS. (See Sahrein Preécis, 1854—1004, l..haplar K}EKIV)
| to the Guli.
i In Mareh 1856, Major Saddler visited Dhofar in the Brichk to
() - Sphing. {5) Reliewed 4 about Febroary | endesvosr to being about a rezonciliation betwean the rebels
18gd, and the Soltan at Maskat. (See Maskad Précis, 1802—1005,
[Fi] = Lapming. Chapier VI {iiik)
|
() " Brisk. |
8954 o | (1) Sphing . | 18] telieved by (1) and waa placed | The Srisk and Cossack (with the Lamrowes) employed in con-
’ J h I on Shat-el-Arab in aptamn | nection with the rebellion in Dhofar, (See Chapter V(LI of
(=) n  Lapwing. | unti] relieves by (3). the Maskat Prévis, 1802=—igos.)
(3) w  Redbreast. ; The Lapwing placed on the Shatel-Arab in the autumn.
{4) = Cassack, |
(5 n Bk |
18g7-p8 1] o Splas | | (1) the only gua-bost in the Gulf | The Pigeon placed on the Shat-el-Arab from June to Decamber
| at 187, almost continuoasly to pratect the British Indian boats
{2 = Figeon. | from pirates, After this, it proceeded to the Mekon coust
| with & party, who ook part in the expeditios in eonnection
(] ™ Copsaci. i with Mr. Geaves' murder. (Soe Mebran Prdcis)
4} Rodbreait. | The Lapwing effiesicd the capture of arms snd ammuenition on
T | board the Balwuchiztan, EP. Arms Trade Pricis, pages 11
{5) e Lapwing. ot aeg.)-
1ghgg e |1} & Sphins. (1) and () in the Guolf in the encly | The Redirrast placed on doty on the Shat-el-Arab from
part of the year, Prickleft | Oetober,
(z) o Pigeon. m May, and (4) took his
| place. (1) recurned ko June | For many years po large ship had visited the Gull and the
(3 o Redbreard, | and loil in Detober on voliet | presence of the Eclipss was bolioved to have had o good
‘ P by (2). effect. -
+ ing.
o (51 visited the Gull in February | Tre Sphine, Redéreoct and the Eclipee were amployed in
(5) e Eclipae. 1890 with the Commander- | Janeary and February 1899 in connection with the crisis at
i Chied. Magkas, (See Chapier X V11l of the Maskat Pricis, 1808—
1995.)
tBpgon .. |05} . Sehies we | At first (1) was at Maskat, and i
(2) at Bushicc. Subsequently
. i} w  Lapwing, thoy changed places. Thea (3|
joined and remaleed st Bashie
{n * Figron, 1! Seatember ; () relieved by (4)
whicn was reileved by (5) Is
W) » Melpemene, Jasoary.
5 w  Pomone.
i) s Eclipse,
190601 (1) w  Sphins (=) visited Bushire and Buonder | The Redbreast plared oa doty on the Shateel-Arab from
Abbas with His Excellzency | September to December 190a.
{2) o Highfyer, Rear Admiral Bosangaet in
March 1901,
(1) W Eedéreast, |
| {5}, (83, (7], (E) snd (9] oaly wish-
(0w Cossach, ed Maszat.
{5 . Pigean.
8  w  Comsach
i1 n  dssaye
18) - Lapming.
(01 5 Raeson.
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| Period during whiel n ; !
Year. Names of the ships. 1 the Persnian Gulf or Gl Important service cogaged ja,
| of Omas.
-————— — | o e ———
1goien ..‘.(1) H. M .S, Morathen,
E.i.‘l " Famong.
3 » Foz.
) . Perseus.
(5 w Cosack |
() . Figeon. j
| |
i) " Lapwing, |
@ . :
@ . | -
| () .,  Sphime, |
| (£11] a Ampliithvite.
!
1092703 e 4]
(2) M
| (2 "
| (4) &
| a
%) E |
' |
| ) i | |
| " Fox, i
&) - Eeromn, |
|
I.I
190304 e | ()  n  Hpaciuth
(=) ;
|
| ¢ w ' Fom
|
£ " Pamsna, |
(s " Fersi |
) 3 “
L6} I
190408 .. (1) , Foz. |
() "
(%1 . 4
(2) !
(s "
(8) W
|
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CHAPTER 111,
Naval arrangements on abolition of the Indian Navy, 1863—1871.

(i) Difficulties experienced in the Persian Gulf for want of a local Nayy after the
abolition of the Indian Navy in1862: the Shahs desire to have a Nawy *

3. On the abolition of the Indian Navy at the end of 1862, it was
No. 77. dated 3oth Aegust 1661, from Secratary  agreed by the Secretary of State for India
of Stste, “1"5‘;"";']"";"'- o "“l:;”“”“‘}'s that the duty of protecting British interests
mest ol b 1 Sedurary o s (oo™ in the Indian Seas, and specially of maine
No. 55, dated 35th hovember 1863, from Seere-  taining the maritime peace in the Persian
tary of State, to Government of India (Marise). Gulf, of g\-e,rawi“g the slave traders on the
East Coast of Africa, and of cruising in the Red Sea, should devolve upon
vessels belonging to the Royal Navy. Practically, however, this change was
not found to work well. The limits of the East India Siation were so extensive,
the climate in many parts so detrimental to health, and the calls made by loeal
authorities epon the Commodore for ships of war were often so numerous, that
an efficient supervision was out of the question. There was always more work
than the squadron could undertake, and the shartcomings of the new system
were brought to the notice of the Supreme Government. We may note the
various occasions on which the Government of Bombay and the Political Agents
under its control were crippled for want of naval means to enforce their orders,

4. In July 1863, Her Majesty's ship Pantaloon, which, under the new
P k arrangement, had been staticned in the
Political Proceadings, March 1864, Nos. 3-i1. Red %Eﬂ, e kaken away, AL Tor o
months the Commodore was unable to send a substitute, his squadron having
been weakened by the necessity of sending several sloops to the eastward,
Nothing then remained at the disposal of the Resident at Aden, but the Govern.
ment Steamer Victoria and this vessel was under orders in September for the
Mekran Coast to lay out a special survey in accordance with the instructions
of the Secretary of State, Meanwhile the slave trade in the Red Sea was being
carried on with increased activity, and the British merchants at Hodeida were
trembling for their safety, in consequence of an anticipated attack by the
Aseers, the most powerful tribe in Yemen, and the knowledge that no vessel
was available for their protection. The absence, too, of a ship of war at Aden
had been severely felt on the occasion of the stranding of the Peninsula and
Oriental Company’s Steamer Rangoon. Had there then been a steamer avail
able, it was probable that she could have been tugged into harbour at once, but
as it was, she had to wait till help was forthcoming, to the great risk of her
e O 1 a6 hull, Upon these grounds the Govern-
e Tl o b i ment of Bombay urged the Secretary of
State to follow the example by which the Plesad had been allotted to Zanzibar,
and the Clyde and Str Hugh” Rose temporarily to the Persian Gulf, and to
Mo, 46, dated Bth April 1868, ta Sccretary of allow a  similar indulgence for Aden,
i (Falitiia]). The Government of India, in bringing
these facts to the notice of the Home authorities, contented itself with express-
ing a wish that the Admiralty would be speedy in providing for the defence of
the Indian Seas. To these references the
Secretary of State replied that, by the
separation of the East India and China Stations of the Royal Navy, and by the
union of the latter to the Cape of Good Hope Station, there was every reason to
expect Lhat the Admiral at Bombay would be better able in future to meet the
calls made upon him for the Indian Seas. Should the force at the disposal still
prove to be insufficient, it would be his duty to ask for add:tmn.n‘l_shlps from the
Admiralty. Sir Charles Wood, however, saw no reason for giving the local
Residents permanent control of war ships, and therefore not only declined to
accede to the application of the Bombay Government for a steamer at Aden,
but recalled the Pledad from Zanzibar, and ordered that the Clyde and the Sir
Hugh Rose should only be kept in the Persian Gulf so long as their services
were required inlaying the submarine cable.

Mo, 26, dated g0th June 1865 { Marine).

* EBorrowed partly from a note by Mr. Girdlcatone, dated agth February 1860,

_—
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5. On the 2oth of March 1864, Mr. Colquhoun, Her h!nies!y's Consul-
; General at Cairo, wrote direct to Colonel
Palitical Proceedings. May 1864, Nos. 156-158, Merewether, the ,l'\__:q_:ll'_ at .’\(!l‘.'l'l. that he
had Lord Russell's instructions to request him to use any means at his command
for procuring the release of Mr. Cameron and his fellow-prisoners from the
captivity in which they had been arbitrarily detained by Theodore, King of
Abyssinia. To this Colonel Merewether answered, that it was quite out of his
pm}cr torender the assistance asked of him, as there was no Government steam
vessel in the harbour, and no man-of-war on the station. T he ffornet had been
at Aden for a short time, but had only recently been recalled to Bombay, and,
so far as he knew, there was no likelihoed of its being replaced. The matter was
at once laid before the Supreme Government, and, in accordance with the
suggestion of the Viceroy and Governor General in Cn1}1|rt|1, the responsible
officer on the Bombay Coast was asked to send a man-of-war to the nearest
point on the Abyssinian Coast, so as to
give weight by its presence to any letter
which might be addressed to the King. Meanwhile a requisition for help,
: based on the rumour of an outrage in the
Red Sea to a vessel bearing the British
flag, had been made to the Commodore, and he had pleaded more urgent employ=
ment elsewhere as his reason for not complying with the application.

6. On the 13th of May 1864, the Government of Bombay forwarded, for
Mo, 15 ol that date; also Political Proceedings  the consideration of Her Majesty's Gov-
of Govarnmest of India, My 1854, Nos. 16g-70. ernment, certain suggestions made by the
Political Agents at Zanzibar and Bushire for more efiectoally stopping the
exportation of slaves from the cast coast of Africa. In his Memorandum on
the subject, Colonel Pelly, speaking for the Persian Gulf, remarked that he had
not possessed the means during the past year of seizing slaving craft entering
these waters, but from what he had heard, he entertained little doubt thatc
numerous slaves had in this, as in all previous vears, been imported from  Africa.
Judging by the dates, it seems likely that these papers had come under the
notice of the Secretary of State before he wrote his despatch of June joth, 1864.
Me. 53, dated 28ih Ockober 1865, withencloswre, DUL _his arguments had evidently mot
from Goveroment of Bambay o Secretary of  satlisfied the Bombay Government, for,
ks, on the gth December 1864, it addressed
a circular letter to the Political Agents within its jurisdiction, engquiring whether
they sull deemed it needful to retain *'a small steamer or other vessel” for
their respective rtequirements, The Resident at Aden replied that, out of
eighteen months ending with the 14th of September 1864, the total length of stay
of all the vessels of the Royal Navy which had come into the harbour, had not
amounted to three months, During the prevalence of the south-west monsoon,
the rendezvous was far away at Trincomalee. Put even if a ship of the Royal
Navy could be spared for Aden all the year round, of which he sawno prob-
ahility, he would still wish to have some smaller craft at the Resident's uncen-
trolled disposal to take him at all seasons wherever his presence might be needed.
The Resident at Bushire observed that, though the Government had expressly
constituted the holder of his office arbitrator in all differences arising amongst
the Chiefs of the Arab Coast, whether at sea or on land, he was in reality
powerless to perform his functions in the absence of suitable means of locomo-
tion. In the season of the pearl fishing, from April to October, when disputes
were frequent, the ships of the Royal Navy were forbidden by the standing
orders of the Admirality from cruising in the Gulf. The Arabs would not be
slow to take advantage of the Resident’s mability to roam about at will, and so
the Gulf would in time become as insecure as ever it bad been in old days. He
therefore trusted that the Resident might have at his command a vessel to enable
him to discharge his political duties properly. The Agents at Maskat and Zan-
zibar were equally in favour of the measure. Accordingly the Bombay Govern-
ment forwarded their answers fu exfense to England, and, as an additional proof of
the necessity for granting the concession, called attention to the hostile attitude
of the Wahabees in Oman at the date of sending its despatch.

7. In May 1865, Mr. Calvert, the Acting Consul at Jedda, represented

Politieal Prozesdings, Juna 1865, Nos. gg-1o1. thl'(:l'll.gh the BOmb:ly Government that
many of the ships which carried pilgrims

Pelitical Procesdings, July 1864, Nos. 1854

Palitical Proceadings. [uly 1864, Now 161-62.
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i from the Straits Settlements to the Red Sea were systematically overcrowded,
in violation of the provisions of Act XXI of 1858, and he suggested that
cruisers should be stationed off the Babel Mandeb Channel to search any vessels
sailing under British colours, so as to ascertain whether the passengers on board
were in excess of the number sanctioned by law. To this proposal the Govern-
ment of [ndia replied that it had no vessels for this duty, even if it were
expedient so to employ them.

8. During the same year repeated applications were made by the Political
Keep-with to Political Proceedings, December Agent for the permanent retention of a
1805, Nos, 181-00. man-of-war at Aden, for the control of the
tribes in the neighbourhood, and especially of the predatory Foodhlees, who, it
was thought, could best be coerced from the sea-ooard. “The urgency of the
case was again pressed upon the Secretary of State by the Government in the
Office Memotandnm from Home Department, Home Department, and in August 1866
THSE ISy B ek g 1 an answer was returned that the Lords of
. the Admiralty could not undertake to keep a ship constantly on the station, but
that the spot should be visited as often as was compatible with the other duties
of the squadron, g

9. Towards the end of 1865 a body of Wahabees made an inroad upon
Sohar and other places under the dominion
of the Sultan of Maskat, and it was
necessary for the Resident to decide quickly what mode of punishment should
be adopted. Colonel Pelly himself was in favour of blockading the Wahabee
ports of Ojair and Katif, and the intermediate Island of Demaum, on which
were fortifications commanding Katif. In putting this plan into practice,
however, there was this difficully, that the time of the Highfyer, the only vessel
available in the Persian Gulf, was limited, and both Captain Pasley, who comman-
ded her, and the Resident were disinclined to initiate operations which they could
not be sure that it would be convenient to carry to a conclusion. * To act other-
wise, " remarked the latter, “ would be to confirm the impression already too
prevalent of our absence of naval power, and would leave our ally, the Sultan,
more than ever liable to Wahabee aggression.” It was therefore thought wiser
in the end to attack Katif and Demaum after giving time to the offenders to
make satisfaction had they chosen to do so, but from want of sufficient force
the measures taken were not wholly successful. In reporting the results of the
Highflyer's cruise to the Government of Bombay, the Commodore took oeca-
# The Government of India, in commenting on sion* to pmnt 9ut lhe beneﬂt Which
thess procesdings, ceprassad |is  opinion thud Captain Pasley might have derived had
ISR SETAAIE N v soded with he been accompanied by Colonel Pelly.
Eaoacnting, thot fla atiach on Desana wbes o The Governor of Bombay was impressed
purtial fulare was axpecieaced, should bave bees with the justice of the remark, and in a
B b oliical Procestings April 1868, Nos 3 Minute dated February a4th, 1866, record-
ed his sense of the disadvantages under which captains of Her Majesty’s ships
| cruising in the Persian Gulf laboured for want of officers acquainted with the
' local politics, the habits and feelings of the maritime tribes, and the navigation
¢ of this difficult arm of the sea. As the Resident was not able on every occasion
i to be present with an expedition, he therefore suggested the propriety of having
a class of officers to act as sailing masters and interpreters in the Gulf or
elsewhere on the Arabian Coast, and to be at the disposal of Her Majesty’s
ships whenever their services were required. Mr. B, H. Ellis,in a Minute on
the same subject, recommended that the evil should be remedied by increasin,
the strength of the Political Staff in the Persian Gulf, and leaving the duty o
navagating Her Majesty's ships to skilled Arab pilots. In this view the Goy-
ernment of India coincided, and two assistants were subsequently allowed to
Colonel Pelly.

10, There are several indications that in the disturbances which were rife
at Maskat after the death of Syud Thoweynee in the spring of 1866, the local
authoritics were put to great straits for want of adequate naval force on the
first outbreak, when the property and even the lives of British subjects were in
greater danger. The Berenice, an armed
steamer was the only craft on which the
‘Christian families resident at Maskat could take refuge, and she had to start

1288FD 4

Political Proceedings, March 1866, Nos. 174-88.
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d Folitical Proceedings, March 1866, Nos, 101-02.
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away from the harbour after dark, in order not to attract attention. When the
siews of the insurrection reached Bombay, the Coromandel, a stcam transpott
belonging to the Bombay Marine, was the only vessel 3""”:""[}!*' for the ""';"en}r
and some days elapsed, indeed, before she was pronounced 'lend_v for sea, Almost
simultaneously with herarrival at Mussendom, but not till after the refugees
from Maskat had reached that port, came
Political Proceedirgs, April 1866, Nos. 31-48 Har ;\I:li:i.'.‘-tj"i .L'.E'ips f-r'f_.g'f}ﬂ}'tf and
Octavia. These latter at once set out on a cruise, and their presence along the
Western Coast of the Persian Gulf had a marked influence in preserving order.
The Clyde and Hugh Rose were told off as guard-boats at Gwadur and Mussen-
dom, it being contrary to the orders of the Admirally to leaie a vessel of war for
the permanent defence of these telegraph statiors,  These amrangements,
romptly sanctioned and carried into effect, tended in some degree to relieve the
?lesi ent's anxiety ; but the risk which had been run made him recur in iarca‘blc
language to the absolure necessity of giving him greater resources [oripompellmg
obedience to his orders. * The way to provide for the maritime police of the
Gull,” he wrote to the Bombay Government towards the end of March, "isto
have an armed vessel at the disposal of your representative in the Gulf—such
vessel to be adapted for coasting work, to be efficiently armed and manned from
England, and o be under the orders of the Inaian Government, Her Majesty’s
troops come out to India for long terms, and serve under the Indian Government;
work would be much facilitated if the same rule obtained in regard to Her Majes-
ty's ships of war. If this cannot be, then the next best thing might, perhaps, be
to have an Indian Naval Staff Corps serving aboard vessels built for the Indian
Government, but built in England with all the modern fittings and improvements
of the English Dockyard.”

11. The removal of Her Majesty's Ship Zyra from Aden in April 1866 was
the cause of another sirong appeal from the
Government of Bombay to the Secretary of
State, The Foodhlee tiibe had not then tendered their submission, and there
was no saying what their next move would be. Under these circumstances,
though the Governor in Council did not think the case sufficiently urgen: to
justify him in countermanding the orders of the Commodare, be intimated plainly

is desire that Aden should not continue to be deprived periodically of its means
of protection. The place which was formerly the head-quarters of a squadron
stood its chance now of having a ship of war for four months in the vear. Yet
its importance was as great at ever, and actually the French, with fewer interests
to serve and less commerce to protect, had for nearly three years past maintained
a fully equipped gunboat on the station. Finally the argument that the western
¢oast m‘cindia was, during the south-west monsoon, unhealthy for English sailors,
and that on this account Trincomalee was the place of resort during the hot and
rainy season, did not apply to Aden, where there was never any great amount of
rain or heat, but, on the contrary, a refreshing sea breeze which kept down the
thermometer both by day and by night.

12. The coercive measures which it had been found necessary to adopt of
Peacsedings, Qctobia 1865, Ka. 178 lq.te in 1h.e Pe_raian Gulf :a.d made the
European inhabitants of Zanzibar apprehen=

sive lest the Arabs, who annually came to that port in great numbers, armed to
the teeth, should wreak their vengeance oa an unoffending and defenceless popu-
lation. They therefore, in August 1866, entreated through Colonel Playfair, Her
Majesty’s Consul and Political Agent, that, during the 2pproaching season, some
vessel might be permanently stationed off the island. After some correspondence,
Political Proceedings, March 1867, No. 341, Her Majesty's Ship Wasp was told off to
N:o.l:';-l Froceedings, March 1867, No. 88 and  this service, but did not arrive at Zanzibar
3 g apparently till late in November. In Feb-
ruary 1867 the dubious aspect of affairs at Shahah, where the rivals of the
tribe in possession were blockading the harbour, made the Resident at Aden
again sclnd an earnest requisition for a ship of war to be placed at his disposal.
In the absence of the Hrghfiyer, which had sailed away during the previous
November, he had nothingto rely upon but the steam-boat Vicforsa, which,

Palitical Proceedings, June, 1886, No. go.

though she carried four guns, had no trained crew to work them, The aniwer Bt
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received from the Commodore at Bombay on the gth of March was, that the only
vessel at his disposal was for the moment in dock, but that it was hoped che
would be ready for sea by the end of the month, when she would be at once des-
patched to Aden to watch the progress of events.

13. In the beginning of December 1867, Colonel Pelly called the attention
Political Prozeedings, February (848, Nas.133- ©f Government to a serious breach of the
- peace which had just taken place in the
Persian Gulf at the instigation of the Chiefs of Aboothabee and Bahrein. He
animadverted on the fact that the Hugh Kese, which was not able to run under
steam more than eight hours consecutively, and which was manned by a native
crew was the only vessel at hand for enforcing peace amongst his turbulent neigh-
bours, Notwithstanding the weakness of his position he advised that Aboothabee
should be blockaded, in order that the Ghief and his tribesmen might be debarred
from the pearl fishery, and so be put to sensible loss ; but the Government of Bom-
bay at ence replied that such a course, however desirable, was out of the question
when there was not the means to carry it through efficiently. Every available
ship on the station had been sent to Annesley Bay in eonnection with the
Abyssinian Expedition ; but the want was so imperative, that the Government of
India at once enquired from Commodore Helth whether he could not detach one
vessel from his squadron.

14. Meanwhile the Shah of Persia, who was utterly without the power to

i - = rotect his subjects' property at sea, had
Palitical Piozesdings, Juce r868, Nos. 11116 EEE[’I. cogitalin]g l:wc?‘ l]:l"te FEKPE(]'IEHC}' o
obtaining from Europe some small ships of war, and in the end had inclined to
the plan suggested by Her Majesty's Minister at Teheran of getting out armed
steamers at intervals from England and having them commanded by English
officers. But to this project the Supreme Government saw objections, and in
the interests of Persia, equally with those of India, recommended the establish-
ment of a small marine jorce exelusively for operations in and about the Persian
Gulf. “ Such a force,” it was remarked in the despatch on the subject, * would
more effectually secure the Shah's real interest than any force of his own, while
it would give stability to our ascendancy in the Gulf, which, ever since the aboli-
tion of the local navy, there has been some risk of our losing, and would exclude
all pretext for the intervention of other powers. ® ® ® It is chiefly from
the absence of such a force that present political complications between the Gov-
ernments of Persia and Maskat and between several of the maritime tribes have
arisen, and it is in our opinion impossible for the peace of the Gulf to be maintained
and trade protected unless the Resident at Bushire has at his command the
means of enforcing the terms of the maritime truce. The question is one of vital
importance to our political position in the Gulf, and it is matter of much regret to
us that, when the Indian Navy was abolished, some special arrangements were
Letter from Colonel Pelly to the ‘overmment of DOt made by the maintenance of a small
Kbty G e b A MOM, paERgEREl ot force for the protection of our interests in
these seas.” The question was referred for the opinion of the Lords of the
Secret despatch No. 15, dated December 4th, Admiralty and the Secretary of State for
198, with; s orwe. Foreign Kﬂ'airs, both of whom were oppos-
ed to any change in the existing system. The old arguments which led to the
abolition of the Indian Navy were reiterated, and a further point was raised, that
it was of importance for vessels of war, which might at any time be brought
into contact with vessels of other European Powers visiting Indian Seas, to be
under the direct control of the Government at home, and under the responsibility
of the Senior Naval Officer of the station. The Secretary of State for India,

‘however, left it for the consideration of the Supreme Government whether a cer-

tain number of gun-boats commissioned by the Admiralty, and manned mostly
by lascars, and native marines, but under the orders of the Indian authorities,
might not answer the purpose. He had reasons to believe that such a measure,
if acceptable to the Viceroy and his Council, would meet with no opposition at
home.

14-A. As regards the ambition of the Shah of Persia to purchase ‘funb{-ats,
St Ay aie 000 e Gal the Minister at Teheran was told that he
: should endeavour to dissuade the Shah from
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carrving out his idea, but if he could not do so he might offer the services of a
nai?l cﬁﬁ cer, who should proceed to Tehran and advise thul Persian Government
as to the cost and other details of the construction of vessels, Persia was to pay
for this officer’s journey and give him a daily allowance of Rs. 35. The Shah
declined this offer.

15. In 1869 one of the Maskat Sultan’s rivals plundered Bunder Abbas,
Political A., Janusry 1850, Nos. 747-54. sacked the Government House and then got
Sacrst L., 1870, Nod. 350 34- away by sea. This event naturally increased

the Shah's desire for a navy, and the Minister at Tehran reported that the
Persian Government wished to obtain veesels of war from France, one of the
objects being the recovery of Bahrein. Much as Government objected to the
establishment of a Persian Navy in the Gulf, it was thought less desirable that
this Navy should be established by another European power, and it was resolved,
if necessary, to give the Shah one ship, but he appears to have abandoned the

idea.*
(ii) Arrangements for a naval force for the Gulf.

16. The arrangements finally made by the Home Government are shown in
Tl e the correspondence received with the Duke
olitical A, January 1870, Nos. 147-54 of .‘\Fg)‘“’ﬁ ll!’::ipﬂ.i*.‘h No. 235, dated 3|$T.
August 1869.

17. Tt appears that the Secretary of State for India had assented to a
roposal that a capitation grant of £ 10 per man should be paid yearly out of the
ndian funds, on account of six of Her Majesty's vessels to be employed in

Indian watersin general, three of which would be detailed for constant and
exclusive service in the Persian Gulf and adjacent waters, to be under the
immediate control of the Government of India, the other three also being at their
disposal whenever, and so far as, the requirements of the Imperial service would per-
mit. Bat as the payment of a capitation rate for a variable number of men would
involve the keeping of elaborate acconnts between the India Office and the
Admiralty, and entail much clerical labour, the Admiralty proposed that a fixed
sum of £70,000 should be paid yearly out of Indian lunds for the above service
from date to be named hereafter, it being understood that no larger sum was at
any time to be chargeable against the Indian Government without the previous
assent of the Secretary of State for India in Council, and that the Admiralty
would bear the whole expense off the wear and tear of the hulls, rigging,
machinery, and stores of the ships.

Should any doubt at any time arise on the part of the Indian Government
as to the stipulated number of six vessls having been maintained as agreed upon,
the Admiralty would consider themselves bound to establish the fact, and a pro-
portionate reduction of the contribution would be made if the number of ships
should not have been kept up.

_ It was understood that the Indian Government would defray all expenses
which might be incurred on shore by the officers and men of Her Majesty’s
ships whilst they might be employed on any service, in compliance with requisi-
tions from the India Office.

With regard to the repair and maintenance of Her Majesty’s ships to be
employed in Indian waters, it was to be understood that the free use of the
dockyard at Bombay should be given to all Her Majesty’s ships on the station,
that the Indian Government should pay the expense of labour incurred and
materials sypplied at that dockyard with regard to the three vessels to be
employed exclusively in the Persian Gulf and waters adjacent, and that the said

three vessels should always be supplied with coal at the cost of the Indian
Government.

18. A copy of the instructions which the Admiralty
: : - y proposed to address to
the Senior Officer of Her Majesty's Ships on the East India Station, relative to

*Th= idea was revived in 1883, when Murtesn Khan, san of th-:Mil-li;;:'_M_u:\b:n:-HéAﬁ

wleh, was sent to Evrope

Secret E.. Juse 1885, Now, 1807087 andconter-marks, ::IP"J:M“’; 3';'"”1’;' “E‘i-“- “’1‘_'” steamers. He '“’""Ed‘d
; : constraction by & German firm of 8 gun beat Persepolis

and  steamer [Sura), Far deseription of Persepolis see C ; £
the same volume will be found description of the s:,‘: urzon's Persia, volume Il, pages Jo4-95. On page 350 of
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the duties of the officers in ecommand of the vessels employed on the service
above referred to, was transmitted for the consideration of the Duke of Argyll—

Draft Instructions for the Senior Officer on the East India Station,

You are to place yoursell in communication with the Governor-General of India, the
Governors of the Presidencics of Bombay and Madras, the Lientenant-Governor of Bengal,
and the Governors of Mauritius and Ceylon, and you are 1o communicate with them freely as
occasion may require, co-operating with them in the most cordial manner for the benefit
of the Queen's service and for the protection ol British trade and possessions,

2, You will comply with any requisitions for naval assistance which they may make
upon you, and which it may be in your power to affurd consistently with vour opinion of
the other requirements of the service on the station, Should the nature of those require-
ments render non-compliance with the demands of the local authorities at any time
inevitable, von will, on all such occasions, explain, as far as you consider your instructions
from the Admiralty will allow you, the nature of the circumstances which prevent a
compliance with requisitions from Indian authorities.

Em i =

srriaF

Erm
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% 3. You will appropriate fhree of the small vessels under your orders for the suppression

of the zlave frde on the east coast of Africa,

§ 4. In consequence of an arrangement with the Indian Government, a portion of the
i cost of the naval squadron on the East India Station, consisting of six vessels in eddition to
Dee the three above mentioned, will be paid out of the [nd-an revenues.

Jl 5. UOf those six, you at once will detach three gunvessels or gun-boats, steamers, for
constant and exclusive service in the Persian Gulf.

i 6. They will, when necessary, visit Hombay for repair or sanitary or other purposes

o fe according to such orders as you may give from time to time.

i

7. These three vessels are to maintain the police of the waters of the Persian Gulf
and to prevent the Arab Chiels of the coast from rendering the trade and navigation

insecure by their piratical expeditions. These Chicfs are bound by treaty not to engage
in hostilities at sea.

All expeditions for this purpose will be restrained by these gun-boats, and the Chiefs
will not be allowed to engage in the slave trade.

8. As difficultics are apt to arise suddenly, requiring prompt action, the Commanders
of these gun-boats are to consider themselves at the disposal of the British Resident, or
such other local authority as the Government of India may appaint, for the maintepance of
the maritime police of these waters, and for the support of British authority.

9. The Resident or other Iocal authority will be well acquainted with the habits of the
people and well qualified to judge as to the course to be pursued in dealing with the
Native Princes and people, and Commanding Ufficers will understand that they are not to
adopt any aggressive measures without the sanction of such authority.

10. Commanding Officers will be themselves responsible if they undertake any hostile
ngra:inn without a reasonable prospect of success, or when the lives of the men under
their orders might be unduly exposed to danger.

11. Commanding Officers of ships employed in the Bay of Bengal and the Arahian and
Red Seasare to comply with the requisitions of the Viceroy of India and the Governors of
Madras and Bombay, and such other local authorities as the Government of India may
determine.

13, If compliance with these requisitions should, in exceptional cases, interfere with the
order of the Senior Officer, they must look to the relatice importance of the services, and
exercise their own discretion, bearing in mind the Admiralty instructions, Article 44,
Chapter 44, page 336, and reporting their proceedings and their reasons for the course
they may adopt.

T2 e3ef BREllEeidEsc

o : 13. The general rule for the guidance of Her Majesty's Naval Officers on this station
ﬂ“ as on all others is, that acts of hostility are not to be engaged in without the authority of
i) the Senior Officer of the station, but it is so obvious that this ruls cannot apply to the
o 3'j vessels employed under the circumstances above explaiced in the Persian Gulf.

lﬂ‘_k 14. Native Princes and people with whom Naval Officers may have to communicate
he ol are to be treated with courtesy and consideration.

¥

15. You will be charged generally with the protection of trade, and the defence of the
coast and shipping, and the execution of measures for the suppression of the slave trade,
st so far as these several duties depend on the assistance of ships of war.

e 16, The Senior Officer will make Bombay his head-guarters, visiting, from time to
s time, Calcutta, Trincomallee the Mauritius, and other parts of the station, and will, as
ih” far as possible, avoid keeping the squadron at Bombay during the rainy and unhealthy season -
U
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17. Yon will make such arrangements for the digpn;itialn of the squadron, changing the
stations of the ships, including those employed in the Persian Gulf, as may appear to you ¥
to be best calculated to preserve the health and efficiency of the crews, ?‘n.d you are m_all
cases to endeavour to keep the local authorities informed QE any orders w hi!:ll you may give
for the removal of any vessel (especially those in the Persian Gull) for sanitary reasons or
otherwise,

| 19. The Duke of Argyll agreed to the terms proposed and approved of

j the draflt instructions above quoted, but suggested that the arrangement might
be considered temporary and provisional (Despatch to the Admiralty dated
26th August 1869.)

(i) Instructions for the guidance of Officers Commanding Her Majesty's Ships
employed on special seryice in the Persian Gulf.

20. In May 1871 Captain E. F. Ladders, Commander of Her Majesty’s
Bullfinch, informed Colonel Pelly that
he had been sent to assist in the duties
hitherto performed by the vessels belonging to the Indian Government and for-
warded the following instructions received from his Commander-in-Chief : —

Palitical A, Angast 1871, Nos. 5184,

Dated on board the Forte at Bombay, 1eth April 1871,

Instructions by JaMES HORSFORD COCKBURN, Esq., Rear-Admiral of Her Majesty's Fieet,
and Commander-in-Cheef of Her Majesty’s Ships and Vessels employed, and to be
employed, on the East India Station, to be observed by Officers Commanding Her
Majesty's Ships employed on special service in the Persian Gulf.

The vessels employed on this service are to maintain the police of the waters of the
Persian Gulf, and to prevent the Arab Chiels of the Coast from rendering the trade and
mavigation insecure by their piratical expeditions, These Chiefs are bound by Treaty not
to engage in hostilities at sea.

All expeditions for this purpose are to be restrained by Her Majesty's gun-vessels,
and the Chiels are not to be allowed to engage in the slave trade,

2, As difficulties are apt to arise suddenly, requiring prompt action for the mainte-
nance of order in these waters, you are to consider yourself at the disposal of the British
Resident or Political Agent for the support of British authority.

?. The Resident or other local authority being well acquainted with the habits of the
people, and well qualified to judge s to the course to be pursued in dealing with the
Native Princes and people, Commanding Officers will understand that they are not to
adopt any aggressive measures without the sanction of such authority,

4. Commanding Officers will be themselves responsible if they undertake any hostile

operation without reasonable prospect of success, or when the lives of the men under
r their orders might be unduly exposed to danger,

5. The general rule for the guidance of Her Majesty’s Naval officers on this station

as on all others is that acts of hostility are not to be en aged in without the authority of

LA the Commander-in-Chief, but it is obvious that this ru%e cannot apply to the vessels
| d employed, wader the circumstances above explained, in the Persian Gulf.

18 Native Princes and people with whom Naval officers may have ¢ icat
| to be treated with courtesy and consideration, I 1 o e

| By Command of the Commander-in-Chief.
(Sd.) E. HARRIS,

Secretary.

21. It will be noted that the main objects of employin Royal Nav
vessels in the Gulf are indicated on the above instml:tinnsl?mjl;egl:l} pg.licing 1h:
waters of the Gulf and restraining g:iracies and hostilities by sea by the Arab

s from engaging in slave ‘trade.

Chiefs and (2) preventing the Chie
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CHAFPTER 1V.
Rules for the relief of Royal Navy vessels in the Persian Gulf, 1874-75.

22. The following rules were issued by Rear-Admiral A. Cumming, Com-
mander-in-Chief of Her Majesty's Naval
AR Forces, to the Commanding Officers of
Her Majesty’s ships in the Gulf on 15t May 1874.

Political A, September 1874, Nos. 1a1-102.

The ships detailed for service in the Persian Gulf and adjacent water requiring more
constant reliel and change in order to keep them in an efficient state, and also far sanitary
purposes, the following orders with respect to these vessels are to be carried out as far as
possible by the senior officer of the Gulf Squadron, and he will fully report from time to
time in his letters or proceedings the steps he takes in consequence ;:—

1. Three ships will be detached for service in this division. OF these two are con=
stantly to be kept in the Gull or the adjacent waters as may be necessary ; the third ship is
to be allowed to be absent either at Kurrachee or Bombay, or on passage to or from either
of those poris.

2. Each ship compnsing the squadron is to be relieved in succession, and, if possible,
each ship should visit Kurrachee or Bombay every four montbs,

3 On a ship leaving for Kurrachee or Bombay, the senior officer remaining in the
Gulf should be informed on what date she would probably sail again for the Gulf, and
arrangements made as to the port to which she should return. This port 5Imu|d_’ a8 a
rule, be on the east coast, in order that her arrival may be telegraphed from Gwadur or
Charbar to the other stations, and all ships should call at one of these ports for this purpose.

Should, however, the senior officer have ordered the ships to proceed direct to Muscat,
be must make arrangements for her arrival being made knewn as soon as possible,

Should the ship be delayed at Kurrachee or Bombay, the senior officer in the Galf
should be informed, with as lictle delay as possible, either by letter or telegram.

4. The Commanding Officer of the ship leaving the Guli should be informed of any
stores, provisions, or money which it may be necessary to bring from Kurrachee or Bombay
for the ships remaining, timely demands’ being forwarded by each ship to Bombay as
directed in Article 8.

8. Great care is to be taken by the ship when at Kurrachee or Bombay to obtain
sufficient stores, Prmrinicms and money, to last until their return to one of those ports; few
thiogs being obtainable in the Culf except fresh provisions,

6. Orders should be sent by telegraph, or otherwise, to Charbar or Gwadur, as to the
destination of the ship arriving, and the senior officer will make arrangements for the
departure of the next ship from the Gulf,

7. The ship visiting Kurrachee or Bombay should be allowed to remain 10 days or a
fortnight, but every effort is to be made for her return at the time fixed previous to her
departure from the Gulf,and any delay is to be immediately reported as directed in
Article 3,

8. Ships should visit Kurrachee in preference to Bombay when no Dockyard work
is necessary. Demands are to be sent to the contractors at Bombay for such provisions as
will be required of Kurrachee , stating by what date these stores should be at that port.
These demands should be sent as early as possible as s?:l:ia] arrangements have been
made with the British India Steam Navigation Company for freight, and this Company
will place any stores in the Custom House at Kurrachee to await the arrival of the ship
requiring them, should they arrive belore her.

Timely demands should also be sent for any stores required from the Bombay Dock.
yard and they will be forwarded and stored in a similar manner to the provisions.

9. The Commanding Officer of the ships in this division will be careful to keep the
senior officer as well as the Commander-in-Chief constantly acquainted with their move-
ments. The Political Resident in the Gulf is also to be informed of the movements of the
ships.

The requisitions made by the Political Resident and Agents of course must be most
carefully attended to, but should they matecially interfere with the system of relief,
Commanding Officers should point out to these officers what appears to them the best means
for meetin th requirements, iniorming them that these orders bave been given with the
wview of alfording an efficient sugadron, and requesting their co-operation in attaining
this object.
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10. Tn making passages steam should be used in accordance with the Admiralty
instructions and circulars, but the senior officer may grant permisgion for the most econos
mical speed being exceeded in urgent cases.

it. All expenses for telegrams, freight, storage, ety incurred in carriyng out these
orders are toappear in the monthly return of unauthorized payments.

12. Acopy of these orders is supplied to the Commanding Officer of each ship in the
Gulf Squadron=—when finally relieved, he is to transier them to his successor.

Dated Glasgom ot Sea, the 15th May 1874,

Extract, pavagraph 3, from a lettor from REAR-ADMIRAL A, CUMMING, Commandér-ine
Chiefof Her Majesty's Naral Forcesin India, o CoLoNEL H, K, BURKE, Secrefary
to the Gosernment of India, Marine Depariment, Caleutta,

Paragraph 31 sincerely trust that the plan of relief which 1 am endeavouring ta
institute will meet with the approval of His Excellency the Governor-General in Couneil,
and that the Political Resident and Agents in the Persian Gulf may be enabled to assist
the Commanders of Her Majesty’s ships in carrying this out. Itis, 1 am sure, quite ims
possible ta maintain a healthy and eflicient squadron in those waters, unless periodical
change is allowed, and when this is done, I have but little doubt but that we shall constant-
ly have two out of the three ships ready for any emergency, and this appears to meet the
requirements contained in your letter No. 11 of qrd February 1871, addressed to the Naval
Commander-in-Chief.

No, 1474-P., dated Fort William, the 11th July 1874,
Endorsed by Foreizn Department.
Copy forwarded to the Political Resident, Persian Gulf, for information and guidance,

23. The second portion of Rule g of the rules for the guidance of command-
ing officers of Her Majesty's vessels in
the Persian Gulf is as la[]]uws —

# The requisitions made b the Palitical Resident and Agents of course must be
carefully attended to, but should they materially interfere with the system of relief, command=
ing officers should point out to these officers what appears to them the best means for
meeting both requirements, informing them that these orders have been given with the
view of affording an efficient squadron, and requesting their co-operation in attaining this
object.

The “ system of relief ** above referred to is that of the three ships of which the Gulf
squacron consisted, each ship was to be relieved in succession, and, if possible, to visit
Kurrachee or Bombay every four months,

Palitieal M., Febroary 1875, Nos. 276-278.

24. On the 2oth August, Colonel Ross sent an urgent telegraphic requisition
to the Senior Naval Officer, to the effect that the presence of a man-of war was
very urgently required at Bahrein. It was ten days before the vessel detailed
for the service left Karachi, and three weeks before she reached Bahrein,
Meanwhile a dangeraus cnisis had occurred, and it is said that the only reason
for not immediately complying with the requisition was that it would interfere
with the system of relief.

25. On r.l:i?. statement of fact Colonel Ross argued that the system of
rigorously carrying out the rules for the relief of these vessels might cause serious
difficultics to the political position in the Gulf, and he suggested that
o it should be understood what class of duties is te be considered of paramount
importance by the Naval Commanders and to what extent it is intended they should exercise

the discretionary authority vested in them, where important requisitions are made by the
local representatives of the Government of India,” R o SHE Ay | i

a6. The Government of India passed the following orders on the su ti
made by the Resident {No. 246-Political, dated 26th anuary 1875) :-ggas 10

No. 246-P., dated Fort William, 26th January 1875

From—C. U, Aircuisor, Esq,, C.5.1, Secy. to the Govt. of India, Foreign Dept,,
To—Ligut~CoL E C. Ross, H. B. M.'s Political Resident in the Fersian Guli.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1055-219, dated 18th
September 1874, inviting attention to certain points connected with the rul i
of the Naval Squadron in the Persian Gulf, o 4 el e e
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2. From the papers submitted it appears that, on the zoth August last, you sent an
urgent telegraphic requisition to the Senior Naval Officer, to the effect that the preseace
of a man-of-war was very urgently required at Bahrein. The vessel did not leave Kurrachee
for ten days and only reached Bahrein in three weeks, Meanwhile a erisis had nccurred
and it is said that the only reason for not immediately complying with the requisition was
that is would interfere with the system of naval reliel,

3 On this statement you represent that the system of reliel if rigorously carried out
might cause serious difficulties to the political possition of the British Government in the
Gulf, and you therefore suggest for considerationithat * it should be understood what class of
duties is to be considered of paramount importance by the Naval Commanders, and to
what extent it is intended they should exercise the discretionary authority vested in them,
;rhen important requisitions are made by the local representatives of the Government of

ndia,"

4. His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-Generalin Council directs me to state
that the system of relief in such a service as that of the Persian Gulf is of very great
importance, and that it is pot to be departed from or set aside except under prave
emergency, Neither of the cases referred to by you {vis, the threatened attack on
Bahreinand the disputes on land between the Chiefs of Shargah and Ras-ool-Khymah)
appears to have been of sufficient importance to necessitate exposing the crews of Her

ajesty’s vessels to unusual hardships, :

5. HisExcellency in Council thinks that the requirements of such cases will be
sufficiently met by the following arrangements, All written or telegraphic requisitions
should be treated as ordinary or urgent and carried out in ordinary course or urgently so
far as the rules of relief admit. 1f you consider any requisition 10 be so emergent as to
require immediate compliance without tegard to the rules of relief, you should say so
distinctly in the requisition, and should telegraph to Government the fact of your having
done 50 with your reasons. Government can then exercise a control if the requisition be
deemed injudicions. But you should be careful to note that nothing short of a grave
crisis to which all rules must bend would justify you in exercising the discretion hereby
given.

6. Withreference to your letter of the 2oth July last, to the address of Captain
Garforth, the Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gull Squadron, am directed by His Excellency
in Council to abserve that you no doubt unintentionally went beyond ¥OUr proper province
in commenting upon the condition of Her Majesty's Ships £hifomel an Daphne as to
supplies of shot and shell, etc., matters as to which the Senior Naval Officer is responsible
to Government,

27. Rear-Admrial Cumming adc{l)regsed the T"5:r;1:r'r1nn.eﬂ_l of ]1 pdiah {I‘r{{a:ifne
i epartment expressin 18 thanks for
ke b Tt lheP:uppOrt 50 reagily teﬁder&d to assist
him in his endeavours to carry out a regular system of relief in the shi{.\s of
the Persian Gulf Squadron. He thought that the arrangements detailed in
aph 5 of the Government of India orders above quoted, whereby a
difference between * ordinary ” and “ urgent " requisitions was drawn, would tend
materially to diminish the difficulties then ex e:icnc:gi in carrying out the
onerous duties required of the small squadron in the Persian Gulf. He furhter
explained that the delay in the particular case complained of by the Resident was
due to the vessel in question having had to await the arrival of new boats from
Bombay, he havingciost three in a cyclone when on passage to Karachi from
the Persian Gulf,



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023512661.0x00001f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

iz
CHAPTER V,
East India Station Standing OQrders, 1832.
38. The following extracts takear :;ergslj'l’ ‘;aEt:Et ggﬁiaﬁgfﬁﬁﬁgafﬁ:fzﬁ

by the Admiralty are. those which chiefly
concern the Fersian Gulf and the suppression af the slave trade :—

A, Pelitical By, January 1884, Nos, a62-73.

ARTICLE IV,

A printed, correspondence, which you will find in the records of the station, relates
to the arrangement entered into with the India
el Office for the maintenance by the. Imperial
Government of a force of six ships in Indian walers, north of an imaginary line-drawe
from Cape Guardafui to Point de Galle, and thence south of the Nicobar Islands te, Cﬁ
Salang, 5:: service in the Persian Gulf, in the Red Ses, on the coast of Arabia, and.in
Bay of Bengal,
These vessels are to be employed in carrying out the requisitions of the Indian Governs
nent for f-ﬁdf'roa'ecfiwr of their trade and the mainiemance of their snferests in Hhose
aaters, and, in making arrangements for the execution of these services, you will be guided
by ‘the draft instructions approved by the Secretary of State for. India.in, Council  in, paras
aph 7 of India Office letter of 26th August 1869.* addressed to the Admicalty, whick will
E; E)und in the printed correspondence alluded to above,

A, subsidy of 70,000/, per annum is paid by the Indian Government to Imperial Fands

for the performance of these.services, but in the event of the absence for any period of thy

gar of one or more of the six vessels which the Ad miralty have undertaken to maintain

. Indian waters, one-sixth of the proportion of ‘the annual 70,000/ payable for such period’

will be deducted for each of the vessels so temporarily withdrawn, irrespective of ‘the size
of the vessel or the number of mea included in the complement.

With the view of an accurate account being kept of the payments due tothe Admiralty,,
you are to furnish a quarterly return on the prescribed form, showing the dates of the.
employment of the respective vessels within the above limits, sending a duplicate at the,
same time to the Accountant-General and Controller of Navy Pay.

Of these six ships you will detach three gun-vessels or gun-boats for constant aad:
exclussive service in the Persian Gulf, and they will, when necessary, visit Hombay for
repair, sanitary or other purposes, according to-such orders as you may give from time to
time, observing that, by the agreement with the Indis Office,. the Indian Government
haye undertaken to pay the expense. of labour incurred and materials supplied a: Bombay
ngltya.rd in the case of three vessels detailed exclusively for service in the Peesian Gulfs:

Thesz vessels are to maintain the police of the waters of the - Persian Gulf, and (o
prvent the Arab Chiels of the. coast from. rendering the trade and navigation insecure by-
their piratical expeditions, These Chicfs are bound by treaty not to engage-in hostilities ate
sed,  All elﬁnditinm‘s for this purpase will be restrained by these vessels, and  the, Chiefs .
will gt be allowed to engage in the slave trade.

As difficolties are apt to arise suddenly requiring prompt action, the commanders of;
these vegsels are to considec themselves at the disposal of the  Britith: Resident or such-
other local aathority as the Government of India may appoint, for the maintenance of the-
maritime police of these waters, and for the suppoit of British authority 3

The Resident, or other lacal autharity, will be well acquainted with the habits of the
people, and well qualified to judge as to the course to be pursued in dealing with the native
princes and people. Commanding officers should nof resurs 2o aggressive measures withe
out due consideration, and the sanction of the above authority,

Commanding office:s of ships employed in the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian snd Red
Seas are to comply with the requisitions of the Viceroy of India and the Governors of
Madras and Bombay, and such other local authorities as the Government of India may
determine ; but it‘ is desirable that on all missions undertaken on the requisitions of Political
Residents an offcer from the Residency should accompany the ship so employed, [f
compliance with these requisitions should in exceptional cases interfere with the orders of
the Senior Officer, officers are to be guided by Article 413, page 137, of the Queen's Regu-

lations, and are to repart their proceedings giving the reasons for the coupse they may
adopt.

In dealing with requisitrons involving lhostile operations officers employed in the
Bay of Bengal and the Avabian and Red Seas will be guided by {frﬁde lfr.‘ = i

* Vide paragraph 18 above,
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ARTICLE V.

Youn:are not to undertake, wor i any offcer dn command of one of Hed Majésty's
ships wnder your oidévi fo wideviake, any
hostile operations without Their Lordships’ ex-
authority, except on a requisition from the Viceroy of India, or in a case where
British life and property are at stake and require’ immediate’ naval interference. Jf aw
officer commanding one of Her Majesty's ships should receive a requisition from the Viee

of India to undériake any hostile operation, he should af once communicate with you, if
within reack of a telezraph. [f he cannotdo so, he should act wupon the repuisition. Thix
rule does not arply to Lhe vessels employed in the Fersian Gulf under the cirtumsiances
explained in Article IF, but, in any cirenmslances, whether in the Persian Gulf or
elsewhere, commanding officers will be themselves responsible, if they underfake any
hostile operations without a reasonable prospect of suceess, or when the lives of the men
wndér tleir orders might be wnduly exposed to davger,

Hastile operations.

ARTICLE VI

Your attection is drawn to the papers which will be found in the recordd of the'

¥ station in regard to=
Ceremaniss. o & t

() : The correspondence in 1851 as to salutes in Indian waters,

(8y The arrangement made in' 1881 that the Viceroy's flag at the miain indicates his
personal presence; at the fore, the presente of a Governor ; at the mizzen,.
a Chief Commissioner ot Political Officer.

{¢) The modification, in favour of certain Chiefs in the Persian Gulf, of the orders
given in 1881 as regards ealutes. (AX L, 15th March 1882)

ArTicLE IX.

Nb ship ié to proceed up the Shat-el-Arab at the head of the Persian Gulf further
i : thast Kournah near the junctiop of the Tigris
Tigris aadl Euphrates navigation.” and Euphrates, and only s far after receiving.
the uswal permission.

ArvicLe XI

The Bookof Instructions (dated 1865) furnished to the Captains and Commanders: of
Her Majesty's ships: and vesscls employed in"

Slave izade. the 5||pprt:ss'mr1 of the slave trade;, contains
copiesof the several treatiesand conventions between Greay Dritain and fdreign’ cotntries
fomthe suppression of the said traffic; and of the: varions’ Aéts of Parfamént and ‘pehet’
documents necessary for your knowledge. This book with edpies of ‘Thei 'Lordships'*
further instructions, dated 1st January 1876, A, B, and C, and of the various treaties,
engagements, and Acts of Parliament which have come into operation since the instructions
of 1865 were issued (including the Treaties of 1873 and 1875 with the Sultgn of Zanzibar),
will be found with the records of the station.

You are to be strictly governed by these documents in your conduct towards vessels
suspected of being engaged in _the slave trade and you will take care that the Captains and
Commanders of the vessels under your orders strictly attend to the same, more speciaily
when the suspected vessels are under French colours.

You will distribute the ships and vessels under your command, which are all supplied
with slave-trade warrants, in such manner as may appear to you most advisable for the
fulfilment of the service to which they are appointed, and in doing so you will not fail to
call the attention of the commanders to the nature of the duties assigned to them, and 1o
impress upon their minds the importance of their using on the one hand the most zealous
exertions for carrying into full effect the object of the British Government in concluding
the several treaties and conventions, by putting an end to the traffic, in slaves and, on the
other hand, of their observing the greatest care and vigilanee not to exceed the provisions
of the treaties and not to afford to foreign subjects or to foreign Governments any just
cause of complaint in regard to their proceedings in the exeicise of the power entrusted
to them.

You are to transmit to me by ev ortunity reports of all foreign vessels detained
by yu‘uﬂ:r by the cruisers under ;oureszd:tpln;nished with instructions for that purpose,
detailing therein the circumstances which have induced you or the commanders to visit such
vessels, and afterwards to release or detain them as the case may be ; a:}d you are to canse
a return in duplicate to be furwarded anmually (according to prescribed forms) of the
wvessels detained upon the station under your command for being engaged in the slave
trade.


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023512661.0x000021?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

24

My Lords desire that you will instruct the commanding officers of the several cruisers
under your orders to be very careful in the preservation of the Foreign Slave-Trade. War-
rants with which they may be furnished, and as it is necessary that all such warrante should
be personally addreséed to the officers actually in command nf Her Majesty's cruisers, you
are, whenever the commanding officers of any vessel may be changed, or if the vessels
should be removed from the station under your orders, to cause the warrants to be returned
to me, together with all papers connected therewith,

When boats are detached from ships to cruise in search of slave vessels great caution
is to be exercised, and they are never to be so detached in localities where, from the pre-
vailing winds and weather, they may be exposed to danger or have difficulty in obtaining
supplies. It is also to be borne in mind that many of the Arab dhows are manned with
large crews of desparate men and detached boats should en no account be allowed to
Gngaﬁe in unequal contests with them. Boats' crews should be armed and ready to resist

attack. Whenever it is practicable a second Loat should lie off ready to support the first,
if Decessary,

Officers and men are to be prohibited from sleeping on shore in unhealthy places or

from eutting wood or doing any work on shore which the natives can be hired to do at &
reasonable rate.

ArTICLE XII

Her Majesty's ship “ London " is stationed at Zanzibar for service of the East African

* Londom* Squadron, more 'parl.icularly in connection with

) the suppression of the slave trade. She is in-

tended to be a floating depht and the store ship, and a receiving ship for invalids and
prisoners, She is also fitted as a floating factory, with appliances for the repairs of engines.

She is Eroridcd with boats (steam and sailing), which may be employed within a
reasonable distance of the ship in the suppression of the slave trade, but they should never
be employed on such service singly.

In order to preserve the health of the crew, they may be sent ta the Seychelles Island,
when any saitable opportunities occur for their conveyance thither and for their repurn
within a reasonable period ; and you are at liberty to send any of the ships of the squadion
to visit the Cape of Good Hope for a fortnight or three weeks, when a favourable oppor-
tunity offers, should the crews require change of climate,

It is considered expedient, on sanitary grounds, that the officers and crew of the
 London ” should be relieved after a period of service at Zanzibar of about eighteen months
or two years, and when the time approaches for their relief attention should be drawn to
the subject, with a view to the necessary arrangement being made,

The * London " should be inspected by you once in each year and whenever oppor-

tunities occur, and special reports of her sanitary and neral condition should be sent for
Their Lordships' information, . i
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CHAPTER VI

Royal Navy vessels on Indian seas: Reduction, their duties conditios.,
etc., 1884-8g,
() Reduction in the number of Her Majesty’s vessels maintained in the Indian sees
and on the Indian subsidy, 1884—f9,

29. In addressing the Secretary of State on the 15th August 1884, the
Government of India said that they were
of opinion that when the special Indian
Marine despatch vessel should be ready, the number of Her Majesty's vessels
at present maintained in the Indian seas should ke reduced to five, of which two
should be exclusively employed in the Gulf, so as to admit of one being
eccasionally absent at Baombay while refitting, It was also considered that with
this reduction of strength there should be a proportionate reduction of the annual
subsidy of £70,000 now paid to the Adwmiralty for naval services rendered to
India. In addition to the saving thus obtained, there would be a saving in the
coaling and repairs of one of Her Majesty’s vessels now employeg in the
Persian Gulf, and it was thought that these savings would be found more than
sufficient for the maintenance of the Indian Marine despatch-boat.

External A, November 1854 Nos, goo-491.

30. Under date the grd December 1884, the Secretary of State enquired
what further reduction could be borne in Royal Navy ships, so as to release a
portion of the subsidy, to meet the probable demands on the Admiralty for
torpedo and gunboat defences for Aden.

In diccussion it was noted that no proposal could be approved which would
have the effect of reducing the Persian Gulf squadron below 3 (oiz.:—1 Indian
® 9.0 Ubnpter VIL Marine® despatch-boat, 1 R. N. ship in
bl Gulf, 1 refituing for the Gulf.) The Secre-

tary of State was informed accordingly.

a1. The discussion regarding Persian Gull requirements in the way of
warships still continued. On the one
hand, the Government of India held that
5 of Her Majesty’s ships plus the new despatch-boat for the Resident in the
Gulf was the number required ; on the other hand, the joint India Office and
Admiralty Committee inclined to the apinion that reduction was possible, and in
this view were supported by Captain Hext, for some time Senior Naval Officer

in the Gulf.

The latter thought that India paid the Admiralty an immense sum annually
and got next to nothing in return: he strongly held that the Sphinx and the
despatch-boat Lawrence were quite enough for the Gulf service, and that two
gun-boats instead of one might with perfect safety be suppressed  Under these
circumstances, the apinion of Colonel Ross was asked for on the proposals.

External A August 18:6, Ne, 199

33. Colonel Ross in replying to the contemplated reductions thought that
in a temporary emergency it would be
possible to carry on with two vessels;
the proposed reduction would, however, be permanent and difficult to rectify if it
proved a mistake., He thought that any further reduction of combatant vessels
would be unwise and imprudent both for practical reasons and because it would
look like indifference to our position in the Gulf. In support of this it was
mentioned that during the Egyptian war our gun-vessels wisited the Arab Coast
infrequently and this caused comment.

Finally Colonel Ross thought that the present force was the minimum
compatible with efficiency and that further reduction would mean loss of status
which the money saving would not justify,

33. On the other hand, Captain Hext was of opinion that the whole work of
the Gulf could be done by our own
despatch-boat the Lawremce,t plus one
man-of-war the Sphins. In support of this he argued that if three obsolete
gun-boats steaming seven knots could do the work 15 years previously, with
the power of the chicfs unbroken, and piracy common, then two fast vessels with

1288FD

External A., May 1837, No-. 251-39%

+ Asvegards the Lowrence, see Chapler

&)
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modern guns steaming 12 knots would do the work now. The Resident with
the Lamwrence at Bushire could reach Maskat in 48 hours instead of in 80 in one
of the old Admiralty " tools " Piracy, as formerly understood, was unknown and
ships were little required; all three of them were out of the Gull lnoking for
slave dhows for 4 months in the year. Capiain Hext was of opinion that with
another ship like the Lawrence in the reserve, the Sphinx taken over from the
Admiralty, and for the Indian Government to do all the work, it would be
much beiter done and at a saving of £15,000 a year.

34. In despatch No. 2, dated the 8th
March 1887, the Government of India
stated :—

Pro. Ko oo, ibid.

“ We have again considered whether some further reduction could not he made, and
we have arrived at the conclusion that (he number of vessels may well be reduced to lour.

One vessel is required [ the Bay of Bengal, another shonld be stationed at Aden, a
third jn the Persian Gull, and there should always be a vessel at Bombay ready for service
in the Persinn Gulf. In this manner the Persian Gull, the Indian Ocean and the Bay of
Bengal woull each be wate by aship of war, and there would always be a vessel in
reserve, ready to reinforce or relieve the vessel in the Gull, or {or service elsewhere, if
required, and this number we thiok sufficient for the ordinary requirements of India so far
as our Government is concerned.

We accordingly recommend that the equadron of six vessels be reduced to four, a
P‘FDI‘OTlitJnRI:: reduction being made in the s'nhrjfl}' of [?-'\It.(.\n which the Government of
ladia are now required topay to the Admiralty. the saving then efected will amount to
£33,332, or about 3 lakhs, and will cover the expenditure which we have to provide for;
_1|||-|5r without actual increise to the Indian Marine t'):]:-r.-miilurt:, at!mitiing of a substantial
improvement to the naval defences of ladia ™

35. In consequence of the difficulties which were constantly arising between
the Indian and Home Governments, in
) ) connection with the adjustment of expen-
diture mcurred on account of the repair, docking, etc., of Royal Navy vessels
on the East India staticn, a commitice assembled in 1888 and made the
following proposals :—

External A., June 1328, Nor 25-76.

t. That 4 vessels be employed continually on Indian waters, of = hich one
shall always be in the Persian Guli,

2. That an annual subsidy pavment of £18,500 be made by the Govern-
ment of India to the Admiralty, subject to a deduction of
£428-15-0a day for cach vessel below the complement.

3. That the Government of India pay also the cost of extra coal consumed
when in service under requisition by the Indian authorities.

4. That a further payment of 5 per cent. a year towards replacement be
made on the cost price of the Sphinx, and of any future vessel
constructed under special design exclusively for service in the
Persian Gulf.

§- That when a vessel has been in dock for more than 30 days, she shall
cease to be reckoned in the complement.

6. That all repairs be effected at the cost of the Admiralty, subject, in the
case of vessels that have served in the Persian Gulf, to” a propor-
tionate contribution by India.

7- That no charges be made for docking, except where actual outlay
is incurred.

36. The Admiralty approved of these proposals, but as it was very probable
that the cost would proportionately increase if newer types of vessels carrying
more expensive complements were substituted for the vessels now on the East
India station, they were of op'nion that the report of the committee should be
adopted for one year, and that the quesiion should be re-opened for any revision
of the subsidy which might be necessary. ;i
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37. It was found, however, from a retarn of the number of vessels in Indian

Rilorsat A-, Febraney 1885, Nos. 224-a35. waters during the quarter ending soth

T June 1888, that more than one vessel had

been at one and the same time in the Gulf during the quarter roferred to, The
India Office pointed out this irregularity to the Admiralty and added :—

“That it is stated that thes= vessels are entitled to have repairs in respect of their
Gull{ service affected at the expense of India, This will have the effect of throwing upon
Indian revenues a greater expense for repairs than was intended, when the new arrange-
ments were agreed to, it being then contemplated that only one vessel at a time should be
employed in the Persian Gulf,”

38. The Admiralty upon this instracted the Naval Commander-in-Chief,
External A | June 1585, Nos, 51-32 East India .qtﬂl_ll.)il_ 1o l:mljﬂn_\l‘ Ulﬂj’ l:jnﬂ
vessel at a time in future in the Persian

Gulf, except at the request of the Government of India or in case of emergency.

39. Inacknowledging these orders, the Naval Commander-in-Chief stated ;==

* That in case I should find it necessary to station cruisers off the Arabian coast for
the suppression of the slave teade, t'|'.F}' will be considered a2 on 5pm:1'-1| service and

receive instructions to take no part jn the politics of the Persian Gulf, except in case of
extraordinary emergency.,”

{ii) Duties of the Mersian Guif squadron. Charge on account ef ¢oal supplied to these
ships while cruising outside of the Persian Gulf, 1887,

40. The total charges incurred in the operations for the suppression of the
slave trade {or the season ending October
External A., April 1837, N : £
b Eg il lomny 1885 was Rs. 1,066-10.8, of which a sum
of Rs. 576 was on account of the carriage of coalto H. M. S. Osprey and

Rarger while engaged in watching for slave dhows on the coasts of the Persian
Guli and the Gulf of Oman.

The Secretary of State was informed that the whole amount should be met
by Her Majesty's Government, but the Admiralty demurred to the item Rs. 576
being debited to the Imperial exchequer on the grounds that it wes * opposed
to the spint of the agreement of 1869, with regard to the maintenance of the
Royal Navy in the Persian Gulf, etc.”

41. In discussion it was shown that in the present case the vessels were
withdrawn from their proper duty to perform work with which the Government
of India had no concern. It was therefore thought that “ expenditure when
employed in suppressing slave trade should be paid by the Admiralty, and further
that the subsidy for the time so employed should be stopped.” Colonel Ross
expressed the hope that special slave trade arrangements would be made, as “it
would not be always convenient for the vessels of the Persian Gulf squadron to
be employed on this service.”

4a. It was therefore submitted that the Government of India should stand
out against paying this money, and_that in replying to the Secretary of State it
should be pointed out that the coal in question was not sent for the use of Her
Majesty’s ships cruising in the Persian Gulf, but for the use of those ships
cruising off Ras-el-Had at the mouth of the Gulf of Oman and outside the
Persian Guli, for the exclusive purpose of suppressing the slave trade.

(iii) Limits of the Persian Gulf Station, 1837,

43. With reference to the intimation made to the Secretary of State that
as the Political Officers in the Persian
Gulf did not protest against the employ-
ment of Her Majesty’s vessels outside the Gulf in connection with the slave
trade, the Government of India would not press the claim for Rs, 576 incurred
in coaling the vessels in question, Colonel Ross explained :

*That these vessels do not as a rule go beyond the limits of the Persian Gulf: and
that it is scarcely within the legitimate functions of the Political Ufficers to-object to the
wessels proceeding on the service referred to, unless inconvenience were cau or ather
interests affected.”

Extercal A., September 1887, Nos. 140-143.
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Colonel Ross added that the movements of the ships in question were
effected under the orders of the Senior Naval Officer and not at any requisition
of the Political Officers, though the latter were kept informed of the changes
in arrangements.

(iv) Inefficient condition of vessels of the Royal Navy on East India Station, 1887,

44. In despatch No. 14 (Marine Department), dated the z2oth July 1887,
the Government of India drew the atten-
tion of the Secretary of State to the
inefficient condition of the wvessels which formed the Royal Naval squadron on
the East India station. This had been brought prominently te the notice of the
Government of India on nearly every occasion that a vessel of the Royal Navy
squadron had been required to proceed to sea during the south-west monsoon,
and again quite lately when war with a European power seemed possible.
From age, want of speed, weakness of armainent, and antiquity of type, some of
the vessels of the East India squadron were quite unsuitable for modern war
purposes, and experience I:‘c(ll proved that they were by no means fully
efficient even for the police of the seas against slave traders and pirates, who
used fast-sailing dhows, particularly during the south-west monsoon, orina
strong breeze, when the was no watch for fast-sailing native craft. It appeared
doubtful whether there was one ship out of the squadron, which could average
a speed of 1o knots between Hombay and Aden even in fair weather, -,r];iﬁg-,
excepting the Sphenx, not one could make Aden in the monsoon direct from
Bombay without going south. Many vessels which had been attached to the
squadron were virtvally worn out when coming on to the station, and cost a
needlessly large sum in repairs and refit ; and in some cases their Indian com-
mission had been their last.

External A. November 1887, Nou. Gc-fo-B.

45. In support of these statements, the following recent instances of the
inefficiency of the vessels of the squadron, both for police and ordinary
duties, had been brought to light. In August 1886 several small dhows were
reported to be running slaves off the Aralian coast; the A¥ngfisher of the
Persian Gulf squadron was required elsewhere; the complement of the Sphinx
would not admit of her detaching boats to cruise; and the Woodiar, the only
other available vessel, was not considered by the Senior Naval Officer in the
Persian Gulf, suitable for use, as she could barely steam against the monsoon.
Again, in July 1883, when the 8. 8. Awrght of the Bath was wrecked off the
Arabian coast, it happened that there was no man-of-war at Aden which could be
sent to the rescue. The Woodiurk and the Philomel, then in the Persian Gulf,
were at liberty ; but as they were not powerful enough to steam against the mone-
soon. it had been necessary to despatch the I. M. S. Amberwiteh from Aden,
to search for the shipwrecked crew and to convey them to Bombay,

46. Finally, an extract from Lord Brassey’s Naval Annuval for 1886* was
appended as showing the views of the
Government of India regarding the in-
efficiency for war purposes of some portion at any rate of the squadron s—

® Pages go-5i.

" Among the duties undertaken by the Navy, for which it is neceisary fo employ
vessels of a Uype wot swited do the more smportani services which would be demanded
Jrom the Navy in war | may particularly mention the police of the seas in the Persian
Gulf. The service is most trying to British crews, and it could be performed efficiently by
the Indian navy in vessels manned by native erews under British officers, the contribution
from the Indian Government, fized at £70,000 a year, is a bad bargain for the British
Admiralty.'”

The Government of India therefore urged on the attention of the Home
Government, the necessity for steps being taken to replace the ships on the
station by serviceable and efficient vessels of war. An opportunity of commenc-
ing this most desirable change would very shortly present itself, for the
commissions of the Ranger and the Kingfisher would expire in October and
January respectively. It had been heard that it was in contemplation to re-
commission them, but the Government of India expressed the hope that two
really efficient war vessels might be substituted for these ships,
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(v) Orders affecting Royal Navy vessels in the Persian Gulf, 1882,

47 In telegrams dated the 1st October aruﬂ.I 6th November 1888, the

: 1 Admiral, East India Station, had intimated

Rtares g Ml vty W 108 that the Senior Naval Officer in the Persian

Gulf complied with reguisitions, but did not receive mstructions from the
Political Resident there, The Admiral said that he could not accept a request
made by the Political Residentin the Persian Gulf as coming from the Viceroy,
and, further, that if three ships should be required in the Gulf, he (the Admiral)
must consider the arrangement lately made, by which the number of Royal

Navy vessels at the disposal of the Government of India had been reduced to
four, to have failed.

48. In replying to the Admiral, the Government of India observed that the
4th Article of the East India Station Standing Order, dated the 25th April 1882,
explained that the subsidised vessels of the Royal Navy were to be employed in
carrying out the requisitions of the Government of India, and clause 9 of the
article very clearly directed that the commanders of the vessels in the Persian
Gulf were to consider themselves at the disposal of the British Restident, or such
other local authoraty as the Govermmeni of India might appoint, These
directions had been repeated in paragraph 4 of the teport of the Committee
recently appointed to consider the question of the subsidy to be paid by the
Indian Government for the Royal Navy vessels placed at its disposal by the
Admiralty.

49. Although it had been arranged that the four subsidized vessels
would ordinarily be stationed, one in the Bay of Bengal, one at Aden,
one in the Persian Gulf, and one at Bombay ready for service in the
Gulf, yet the Governor-General in Council considered that this implied
that the vessels might occasionally be all employed in any particular way
which the Government of India might deem “proper. It was therefore
pointed out that the demand for a third vessel for temporary service in the Gul,
should she be required there, did not affect the arrangement Iatel{ made for
reducing the number of subsidised Royal Navy vessels to four, or infringe any of
the conditions attached to the arrangement.

(vi) British vessels of war in Basrah waters, 1883.

50. The Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs had telegraphed to the Turkish
Ambassader in London on the 5th March
1883 saying that the Governor-General of
Baghdad bad informed him that a DBritish man-of-war named Ewngland had
arrived at Basra on the 26th February, and he desired to know the reason for
the presence of the ship in Basra waters. l_t was alterwards reported that the
ship which the Turkish authorities complained abeut being in Basra waters was
H. M. S. Eclipse, which the Admiralty supposed had visited Basra like other
vessels of war at the instance of the Resident in the Persian Gulf, Earl Granyille
informed the Turkish Ambassador of the matter and observed that

*In deference to the wishes of the Sublime Porte, British ships of war do

® Asto cur vessels golag an for a» Kurnah, see not Prl:ll_fﬂed fl.Tﬂ]'lEl up lhe‘ ShaIFEI'Arah

Turkish Arabic Précis, 1861—1go5. Chapter XIV than !\urﬂﬂ}!,‘ but Her MajEst ’s Govern-

i) and (iii). ment are not aware of any regulation pre-
cluding such ships from visiting Basra,”

Secret E., September 1833, Nos. 172178,

(vii} Visit of H. M. 5. “ Sphinx " to Muhammerah in June 1889,

51, Certain false representations having been made at Tehran regarding the
visit of the Sphinzg to Muhammerah,
the Chargé d' Affaires had eommunicated
to Amin-ul-Mulk the contents of a telegram received from Colonel Ross,
saying that the Sphinx had returned to Bushire on the 13th and that she visited
Mubammerah to convey His Excellency’s and Saad-ul-Mulk's instruciions and
stayed there only a few hours. It was also E)omled out to the Amin that the
Persian Foreign Office Agent when he hauled down the British flag from a

Esterpal A, Seplomber 188y, Nos. 147-145.

British steamer, and was preparing to seize another British steamer, never reported
1288FD
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his proceedingsto Tehran ; but he lost no time in sending false information about
the British Resident at Bushire, and the British despatch-boat Sphinx, when
they were only assisting in carrying out the Amir's own orders, and in preventing
a very serious question assuming still more serious dimensions. Colonel Ross
would have been perfectly justified in sending the Sphinx to replace the British
flag on the fran by force, and in protecting the Blosse Lynch from seizure; that
he did not do so had been an additional proof of his courteous and concihiatory
nature, and of his friendly feeling towards Persia. It was suggested to the
Amin, in a private and unofficial way, that it might be well perhaps to replace
the Foreign Office Agent at Muhammerah by a more intelligent, conciliatory
and straightforward functionary.

{viij) Communications between naval officers and naval chiefs or officials, Opera-
tions on land by naval officers to suppress the trade, slaves, 1898-g9.

g2, In June 1898 Commander Baker of H. M. S. Sphin¢ observed a
Secret E., November 1898, Mos, S6o-600 (Nos, nAtive vessel which he suspected of being
594-597)- engaged in slave traffic, close in shore,
abreast of the village of Sinna, in the territory of the Sultan of Maskat. Endea-
vours were made to overhaul the vessel, but the crew succeeded in effecting a
landing before the Sphinx could reach her,

Commander Baker then sent away two boats, one fully armed to
intercept the fugitives on land and to prevent their escape, the other with
side arms to deliver a message from Commander Baker to the Sheikh of Sinna.
The Sheikh came out surrounded by followers armed with Martini-Henry rifles,
swords and spears, and a collision was only avoided by the bold front shown by
the officersin command of the landing parties,

53. Ultimately Lieutenant Robinson landed unarmed with the interpreter
under the protection of the cutter and a landing party lying off the beachin a
boat, and interviewed the headman, with the result that the fugirive crew of the
badam were handed over to Commander Baker. On examination they proved
mostly to be Arabs and were allowed to resume possession of their vessel.

53+A. The Sultan of Maskat complained of these proceedings Elo Major Fagan,

and as théy were considered irregular,
SR TS 0 S, S0 Her Majesty’s Government, on the nﬁ:om‘
mendation of the Indian Government, directed that, save in exceptional circum-
stances, all intercourse between naval officers and native chiefs or officials
at Maskat and inthe Persian Gulf should be conducted through the medium or
with the knowledge of the Political Officers.

53-B. Stress was also laid on the rule already recognised, that in the
absence of exceptional circumstances naval officers should undertake no active
measures on land without the previous approval of the responsible political
officers, and that naval officers are responsible to the superior political com-
manders for the exercise of the discretion left to them (Sccretary of State's
despatch No. 43, Secret, dated 16th December 1898).
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CHAPTER VIIL

Bushire Residency Steamers.

The Hugh Rote. The Spiinx commissioned for the Persian Gulf. The R.LM. Lawrence
especially built for the Residency.

54. Up to October 1876 an [ndian Government steamer was attached to
the Bushire Residency. In April 1874
application was made to replace the Hugh
Rose, the last of the Residency steamers, by a vessel of a superior class. The
only mention about its withdrawal that can be found in the records is contained
in the Gulf Administration Report of the Persian Gulf for 1876-77, in paragraph
50 of which it is stated :—

Political A., Jane 1881, Nas. 440-440.

* The Residency steamer was withdrawn in October 1876. A steam cutter has since
been placed at the disposal of the Residency for quarantine duties in connection with the
plague in Mesopotamia.”

55. In April 1877 Colonel Prideaux asked for a vessel to be sent to Bushire
to be employed in quarantine duties. The
Indian Government steamer Dalhousie was
sent on 8:h August 1377, the Dalhousie being required for the transport of troops,
left Bushire for Bombay.

g6, In January 1898 the Pulitical Resident (Colonel Ross) represented
the necessity for a special despatch vessel being attached to his Residency to
save him being dependent on Royal Navy vessels when occasion required him to
take trips by sea to places under his political control. He reported the request
three years after, adding that—

General A., September 1877, Nos 310-350

by substituting a suitable dt‘sp:ﬂc'ﬂ vessel, not subject to withdrawal, for one of the
three gun vessels told off for the Persian Gulf, it would in all respects be advantageous to the
interests of Government as well as to the naval service.”

His representations were supported in the Government of India’s despatch to
the Secretary of State of 27th May 1881, which proposed that the cost of the vessel
(about £25000) should be met by the withdrawal from the Indian station of
one of Her Majesty's gun-boats, a saving of about £ 3,000 a year being effected
by the measure.

57. The Home Government asked for particulars as to the nature of the duties
Political A., June 1831, Non 440449, to be performed by the proposed desp‘.itch
Political A, [anuary 1382, Noz, 204 207. vessel and whether they would be strictly
non-combatant ; and in reply the Government of India, after having consulted
Colonel Ross, explained what the vessel's duties would be and said that they
would be strictly nos-combatant. 1t was suggested, however, that she should carry
small swivel guns for saluting purposes and one gun for signalling (despatch

No. 3 Political, dated the gth January 183z2).

58, In reply, the Government of India were told that His Majesty's Ship
Sphinx, especially constructed for service
A, Plitical E. January 1884, Now. 18326 5 the Gulf, was about to be despatched

there for the purpose.

5g. The Government of India, howew.;:, in their des?atcl'g No. 1 5dI’olliﬁcaIE
d h ary 1884, pointed out that the provision of an improved class o
g::ioﬁtfur]‘:zial}rdutiet it]: the Gulf did not help Colonel Rassin what he wanted,
which was a purely non-combatant despatch vessel to be at his disposal when
he had to move about the Gull. . =
6o. In a despatch from the Secretary of State, His Lordship concurred in
the o ini;niexprlissed by the Government of India that the gun-boat Sphinz,
recentlljy constructed for service in the Persian Gull, did not render the provision
of a despatch vessel unnecessary, The Government of India were requested to
designs of the vessel required, when steps would be taken to construct
the vessel in England.

Plans for the new despatch vessel were duly prepared and approved by
Colonel Ross.
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61. The R. I. M. S, Lawrence was the ship that came out of this project.
It was, however, found to consume an enormous quantity of coal, a defect which
is much in the way of its frequent use.

(i) Question of arming the Lawrence*

62. The duties of the Indian Marine Service as defined in the Indian Marine Service
Act of 1884 are —

The transport of troops,

Guarding of convict gettlements,

Suppression of piracy,

Survey of coasts and harbours,

Visiting of light-houses,

Relief of wrecked or distressed vessels,
and other local gbjects,

63. This Act also empowers the Governor-General in Conneil to make laws for persons
employed, or serving, in, or belonging to, Her Majesty's Indian Marine Servire, bot such
laws eannot be applied 10 any offence unless the vessel to which the offender belongs is at
the time of the commission of the offence within Indian waters.

The term “Indian waters” includes the high seas between the Cape of Good Hope
on the west and the Straits of Magellan on the east.

64. The Act further provides that in case a state of war exists between Her Majesty
and any foreign power it shall be lawful for Her Maje;tr by proclamation or Order in
Council to direct that any vessel belonging to Her Majesty's Indian Marine Service, and
the men and officers from time to time serving thereon, shall be under the command of the
Senior Naval Officer of the station where for the time being such shi may be; and that
while any such vessel is under such command, such ve-sel shall be deemed, to all intents and
purposes, a vessel of war of the Royal Navy, and the men and officers from time to time serve
ing in such vessels shall be under such Nayal Discipline Act or Acts as may be in force for the
time being, and subject to such regulations as may be issued by the Lords Commissioners of
the Admiralty with the concurrence of the Secretary of State for India in Council,

65. Subsidiary to the Indian Marine Service Act of 1884, which was passed in England,
is the indian Marive Act of 1885, pessed in [ndia, which lays dewn laws ard regulations
for persons serving in the Indian Marine, and wlich |Tescribies punishments for misconduct
in the presence of an coemy.

* & * * * *® L *
65. With paragraph 24 of despatch No, 100, dated 26th June 1885, the Government of
Mbainn o A ey 10, M- sash India  forwarded to the Secretary of State a

letter from the Director, Royal Indian Marine,
sugpesting that armaments should be provided for two new vessels then being buiit in
England for the Roval Indian Marine and intended for service in the Red Sea and Persian
Gulf respeclively as' “the work both ships will be employed on venders this very
desirable” The Government of India stated that they agreed with the Uirector, Royal
Indian Marine, and recommended the provision of an armament,

67. In reply the Secretary of State said that the ship for the Persian Gulf had been
sanctioned on the understanding that the duties

5‘:::55:?&;“‘“ S S g to be performed by it were strictly non-com-
Marine Pro, A, October 1885, No. 2701, batant, and that it should be wnarmed, but His

Sea Marive Fro. & . January ’mfwmm-n- Lordship went en to remark that as regards the
e papertmant Pro. Esternsl A, Decsmber gy estion of armament the same principles applied

g to both vessels; that in the event of war these
vessels would probably receive their complement from the Royal Navy, and that he consi-
dered it adwisable to provide them with such fittings as would enable them to be rapidly
and easily armed, the guns being provided but fept in store untsl reguired. This in his
opinion was all that was necersary, and His Lurd.s]:hi: then made the following fmportant
observations ;=" [t is not desirable to do anything which nould induce the belief that the
Indian Marine is a combatant force. It would indeed acarcely be acting in good faith to
do so, since the Marine Regulation Act was passed on the understanding that the duties to be
performed were mainly those of transport and communication. The armaments which
should be ready on emergency, and when the vessels of the Marine came under the direct
authority of the Naval Commander-in-Chief, sheuld be kept in siore in India, and be
returned into store when no langer required under such authoricy.  Sheuld any fighting be
necessary in ardinary times in the Persian Gulf, it must be done by Her Majesty's ships
of war stationed there, It would be almost certain to produce complication, if the civil
officer were placed in a position to make war, as it were, from his own yacht. Opn the
other hand. it will be advantagrous that the vessels should be so constructed as 1o he
capable of being useful in time of war. *

68. The Secretary of State’s decision to keep the armaments in reserve was communi-
cated to those concerned, and the Governmnent of India replied to His Lordship concurring

* Puras, Ga= 75 taken Gom the Précis in Secret E., August :Bgﬁ,- A o4; B2~ Bs,
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in the decision that it was not necessary t0 arm all the vessels of the [ndian Marine, but

pointing out that it was desirable that some

N;hrf:zi:r ::-;Iﬁug:cfa:ggrﬁ:‘u ofdaspebsh 4 them shoald have guns on board if only for

Marine Pro. A., December 1835, No. abfo. .s:l.lur.lng urposes and that the vessels in the Per-

5 sian Gulf, at Aden and at Port Blair, migth at any

moment be engaged with slave dhows, or with tribes when rescuing wrecked hips, or in

the suppression of piracy, the latter being one of the dutes laid down for the Indian Maripe
Service iu the Indian Marine Service Act,

69. The question of Royal Indian Marine vessels earrying armaments again eame up

in 1892 when anolher vessel* for this service

:‘l:‘trl.::’;i}h-’:&f;&‘:m’:' 1892, Now. 422-42, was Leing built in England. In connection with

the armament which this vessel (which was one

of 3,300 tons) should carry, the Lords Commissioners of the Admimlty recommended what

Fia. A, Febroury %92, No. 417, armament should be provided, but remarked that

they assumed * that it is only on an emergency

that a transport belonging to the Indian Government would beeome a sea-going armed

vessel, and that their opinion wouid previously be asked as lo how it was proposed to

utilise her, for they hold a Hrong oginton that no sea-gmng armed vessel &Iangi:;; to the
State shouid be wn commission uhiess she g5 under the control of the Admiraity.

70. In reply to the above the Secretary of State forwarded to the Admiralty a copy of
his despaich to the Government of India, No, 24q, dated 3oth September 1885, regarding
the armaments for the vessels for Aden and the Persian Gulf, which he remarked settled
the question,

71. The desirability of keeping the armament of the vessel in the Persian Gulf on
board the Lawrence was again brought to notice in 1892 when some complications were
apprehended at that place. In a letter dated gust ]uf}l'fmg; the Political Resident in the
: Persizn Gulf urged (hat “the fullest possible
Murivs Pro. A, November 1893, ¥os, 2247.49, advantage of the Lewremce's presence in the
For. Fro. External A., October 1893, Nos, Werah  =olr e ful taken, so ]m'lg e shcpi‘g considered to
be a non-combatant vesgel. With only one man-of-war on the station often for consider-
able periods outside the Gulf, it is evident that the police duties of the upper waters must
be inadequately periormed, especially during the hot weather when they are most likely to
be required, and when Her Majesiy’s ships require a cooler climate, The piracies com=
mitted by the Beni Hajir are petty it is true; but they require watching lest they should
develop into something more serious, and patrollng the neighbourhood of Bahrein would
no doubt act as a check upon them, A patrolling ship, however, must have the power to
act if necessary, and this under present conditions the Lawrence legally has not.”

72. At this time, however, the guns of the Zawrence weret on hoard and in making
4 Pro. B., Scptember 1885, No. 1921, a representation? to the Secretary of State, the
1 Marine Pro. A, November 182, No. 2240, Government of India explained that it was
originally intended that the Lawrence should be a purely non-combatant vessel, but that the
Indian Marine Act passed in 1887 seemed to warrant the arming of a Royal Indian Marine
vessel for particular service such as the Lawrence was employed on, and that steps were
aceordingly taken to pluce her guns on board. His Lordship's orders were then requested
whether in the event of acts of piracy or any hostile complications beine apprehended in
Indian waters, and no Royal Navy ship being present in the Persian Gulf, or available at
the moment the Lawrence or any oiher Royal Indian Marine ship, might be placed at the
disposal of the Senior Naval Officer of the station,

73. The Secretary of State replied in his despatch No. 7 of 12th January 1893, He
Pre. A, June (893 No. 1706, said that there did not appear to him to be any.
For. Fro, Externnl A, March 183, New. 170-182, thing in the Indian Marine Act of 1587 which
warranted the arming of the Zawrence in the manner described. He admitted that this
Act contained provisions for the punishment of * misconduct in the presence of the enemy'
which were inserted in case Indian Marine vessels should be employed in the suppression of
piracy and other like services at times when, under section 6 of the Act of 1884, their
crews would not be subject to the Naval Discipline Acts, but he added that * the existence
of these provisions cannot be held to warrant the arming of .[udiﬂn Marine vessels without
the sanction of Her Majesty's Government”  He further pointed out that in the case of
the Lawrence it bad been distinetly laid down that she should be strictly non-combatant ;
that the reason why she was prepared and fitted for an armament was that in the event
war she might be available for service under the authority of the Naval Cammndeg-m-
Chiefin the manner prescribed by the Act of 1884, and that instructions had been given
that the armament until required in that manner shoold be kept in store in India. He
also observed that the same course had been followed as regards the armament of the Warren
Hastings, in regard to which the Admiralty had stated that they held “a strong opinion
that no sea-going armed vessel belonging tothe State should be in commission unless she
is under the control of the Admiralty,” ; SO
« Finally, he observed that the foregoing as well as previous despatches show clea ¥
that ?I.qhu n!\-{’:.' been the intention of Her Majesty’s Government that any of the RD{I[
Indian Marine vessels should be used for fighting purposes otherwise than as provided for
in the Act of 188y, that is to say, when a state of war exists between Her Majesty and any

[1288F D]
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foreign pawer it shall be lawful for Her Majesty by proclamation, or Order in Counr:i'lt ta
direct that any vessel belonging to the Indian Marine, and the umFers le men from time
to time serving thereon, shall be subject to the command of the Senior Naval Officer, and
whilst under such command shall be regarded as belonging to the Royal Navy. In
obedience to the above the Lawrence was disarmed.

5, In 18g6 there were troubles at Bahrein in comnection with which the Senior
Nn—nI Officer enquired whether he could use the Lawrence, but the decision was that he
could pot.

6. In 1903 Lord Curzon's Government represented to the Secretary of
State the adwisability of seeking permiss
sion from the Admiralty for temporary
commissioning, under a special flag for service in the Persian Gulf, for the sup~
pression of illicit traffic in arms of precision of the R, I. M, S. Lewrence.

77- The reply of the Secretary of State (No, 83-Mily., dated 26th June
1903) shows the abjections to the course proposed :—

After due consideration in Council of Your Excellency's Marine Despateh No. 7,
dated gth October rgo2, in which you repre«
sent the advisability of secking pcrmissiu.'l from
the Admiralty for the temporary commissioning,
under a special flag, for service in the Persian Gulf, I',c’n- the suppression of illicit traffic
in arms of precision, of the Royal Indian Marine Steamship * Lawrence,” | caused a
reference on the subject to be made to the Admiralty.

2. The Lords Commissioners referred to the Solicitor to His Majesty's Treasury as
to the legal aspects of the question. His opinion i3, and the Lords Commissioners concur
in his opinion that the course proposed by your Government can only be adopted in the
event of & war with a foreign power, and that legislation on Lhe lines of the Colonial Naval
Defence Act of 1865 is necessary in order to enable the vessels of the Royzl Indian
Marine to be placed at the disposal of the Admiralty *{rom lime to Lime as occasion
requires.”

3. Being desirous, however, if possible, of discovering a method of utilising the
services of the * Lawrence ™ in the manner proposed, the Lords Commizsioners again
referred to the Solicitor to the Treasury as to the extent of the power: conferred by the
Indian Marine Service Act of 1884 as regards the arminz of ver els of that servive at times
other thin when a state of war exists, In conference with the Lezal Adviser of this
Office the Solicitor to His Majesty’s Treasury expressad the opinion that, provided
nothing is done to militate against the well recognised undarst.onding that the Royal
Indian Marine is a non-comhatant service required mainly for transport and communicas
tions, there are no legal objections to the arming of 2 vessel of the establishment when
considered necessary lor the express purpose of periorming ihe dutics which come withia
the scope of the Act of 1884 ; that itis not necessary for the officer in command of the
vessel to hold a commission from the Admiralty in order to enable him to be placed under
the orders of the Senior Naval Officer in so far as regards the employment of bis vessel
upan those duties ; but that it is doubtful whether the prevention of smuggling is ene of
the duties contemplatad by the Act.

4. Apart from the legal question, I do not consid-r that the necessity for legislation
on the lines of the Calonial Naval Defence Act of 1365 hus in the present case been shown,
Iam pre}ure:l to agree with Your Excellency’s Government that it i desivable that our
powers of patrol in the Persian Gulf should be increased, thowzh no formal representation
on the subject has yet been addressed to me, but I am not satisfied that the hest means
of attaining this object is by the employment of the * L.wrence.” The occasions on which
the Political Resident will require th= use of a_despatch-boat are likely to become more
frequent, and it appears to me undesirahle to tuke any steps which would tend to deprive
that official of the exclusive claim to the service of the ** Lawrence," Conversely, it might
well happen, should any scheme be s.nctioned whereby the * Lawrence " could be placed
under the orders of the Senior Mava'! Officer, thut at a time when the Naval Officer was
counting on the co-operation of the ves el for police purposes, she might be urgently
required for the use of the Political Re-iden..

5. Moreaver, the work of ma-itime police contral is of a speeial character renuiring
expert handling. Esperierce ha~ shown thet lemal dificolii~- are apt to arise in the case
of a seizure of arms at sca, and thece difiiculiies m y develop into delicate interpational
questions, should vessels flyinT foreign flass be jound to be implicated in the illicit traffic
in arms. [ doubt whether the ofiicers o” the Koyul Indi.n Marine should be called on to
discharge dutics involving so peculisr a recponsibility without some previous course of
special triining, and, asat present advised, [ am of opinion that the patrol of the Gulf
for police purposes should continue to be entrusted to vessels of the Royal Navy under the
exclusive control of the Naval Commander-in-Chief,

6. 1 am the more disposed to adhere to this decision owing toa recent proposal of
the Admiralty to employ vessels of smaller draught in the Persian Galf, whicﬁ forms the

Seeret E,; Seplember 1903, Nes. 6g-70.

Thae propised arming of the Royal Indian Marine
Steamship * Lawrence,” M. 5037.

subject of a separate despatch, [ anticipate that this course will considerably assist your
Government in the emrlog'mcut of police patrols and that the illicit traffic in arms of pres
y dealt with by ordinary recognised means,

cision will be effectual

EXE s SR,
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CHAPTER VIIL

New arrangements for the employment of subsidized vessels for
service in the Persian Gulf, 1895 to 1903.

78. In 1895 there were some changes made in the arrangement for the
Soe MNotes in Secret E., March 1905, Nos, ago-  €mployment of subsidized vessels in the
293 : : Gull, A new agreement was arrived at with
the Admiralty under which India pays an increased subsidy to the Admiralty
towards the maintenance of a naval force in Indian waters (Secretary of State's
A., January 1806, Nos. 67-78, and B, February despatch No. 66, dated 26th June 1893 ;
B S Dy ac. | atioe Lipartmagt.) India Office letter, dated 26th June 1895,
and Admiralty letters, dated goth July and 24th October 1895). The amount
of the subsidy is £100,000 per annum, and was based on the cost of the
following ships, viz,—

Tons, L] o e g
e i T
L % * Pareaas " . 20T . 3 LT ¥ " |
- " I'_.-lpwlnh: . ’éu_i i Pigeon "$# il 785 6,605,
Total tormage of present subsidised ships=18,430, “ Sphinx ™ e TEED

79. The subsidised ships are under the control of the Naval Commander-in-
Chief, who is however required to comply with the wishes of the Government
of India as to their employment, and they are not to be employed without the
consent of the Government of India south of a line drawn from Cape Guardafui
to Point de Galle, and thence south of the Nicobar [slands to Cape Salang.
The Government of India also pays for the coal and repair of the “ SFhinx"

which is habitually employed in the Persian
A, May 1851, Nos. 917-022. 3 Gulf, and for coal § for the other vessels
e | Marine  when employed under requisition from the

Government of India: other vessels be-
sides the *“ Sphinx " are often employed in
the Persian Gulf,

80. In his despatch No. 1,5 dated grd July 1903, the Secretary of State

§ No.navin Secret E., September 1503, Nos intimated that he had approved M PRtive] le
#13114. (Foreign Department.) a proposal to substitute vessels of smaller
B., Dece.uber 1953, Now. 133301334, draught for the larger vessels available for
employment in the Persian Gulf, and the employment of not more than three
vessels, including the * Sphinx” for that service. He added that details had
§ On the distinct understanding that no Incre ase {Et to he settled. The GOVE‘I.'!:II'I'IL:‘I\I: of
to the annual subsldy was involved. ndia [epllcd that they had no Db]&t‘:hm} to

the changes. ||

81. In pursuance of the above, the Naval Commander-in-Chief made the

A., Ociober 1501, Now, 1366-1576.
A, Janoary 1g0a. Nos, 37:38
B., ember 1503 Nos. 13231324,

« September 1900, Nos. 1728-1327. Departe
J meat.

' following suggestions which he proposed should take effect from the 1st October

1904 :—
hat the *Sphinx®, 1,130 tons; “ Lapwing”, 805 tons; and
(2) th & phinx ", 3_ i " Redbreast ”, 803 tons, be
: B anipui: T s i phie St considered the subsidised
ships instead of the “Fox ", 4,360 tons ; “ Perseus ", 2,135 tons;
“ Lapwing ", 805 tons ; and “ Sphinx ", 1,130 tons;
#) that, except with the consent of the Government of India, these
e Vessclspbe not employed south of a line drawn from Aden, south
of Sckotra, to Bombay ;
¢) that vearly, during the months of May to September, each of the three
A slfips iz turn be allowed to proceed to Colombo for a change, and
to enable the men to be put through their musketry course.
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81-A. The views of the Government of India were expressed in the following
despatch :—
Mo, 8, dated Simla, the 3rd November 1904
From—His Excellency the Viecroy and Governor- General of India in Council,
To—The Rigar Hox'sLe St. Jous Broorick, His Majesty's Secretary of State for India.

We have the honour to refer to paragraph 3 of your military :ic-ls pi;t';‘l‘l No, g1,* dated
#Byoceedings 113 10 Secret B., Seplember 1po3, ard _!u]jr 1go3, in which it is stated that the
Nox. tig114 details of the arrangements for the employment
of the vessels of the Royal Navy for which a contribution is paid by India, would be settled
in conference by representatives of the India Office and Admiralty.

2. We have recently received a communication on the subject from the Naval
Commander-in-Chief who proposes that i.—

(i) His Majesty's ships Sphinz, Lapwing and Redbreasi should, with effect from
October 15t, 1904, be the ships for which the annual subsidy is paid instead
of the Fox, Persens, Lapwing and Sphinx ;

(i} these vessels should not, without the consent of the Government of India, be
employed south of an imaginary line from Aden passing south of Sckotra to
Bombay ;

(iii) each ship in turn should be stationed at Colombo from May to September
annually in order that the musketry course may be carried out, the European
crew being sent.to the naval camp at Diyatalawa,

Theze prnposa"g., which are now referred for your consideration, have been ;mpted
by us subject to any decision that may be arrived at by you in communication with the
Admiraity,

3. We would here explain that political requirements necessitate the presence of three
vessels in the Persian Gulf. Of these, one is required at the head of the Gulf during the
summer months to check piracy during the date season, a second on the pearling banks
and in the shallow waters around Bahrein, and a third at the mouth of the Gulf between
Maskat, Henjam and Bander Abbas. Under the proposals of the Naval Commander-in-
Chief, by which ope ship proceeds annually to Colombo, only two vessels will he available
for these services, We would therefore suggest that, in addition to the three gunkoats
referred to above, a special light draught vessel should be provided to police the pearl
banks in the neighbourhood of Bahrein and lln be availilh]c for service in the creeks and

; inlets at the head of the Gulf, which, as shown in

t Vide yonr telegram of the r5th March 1904, the recent + case of piracy in Khor rHiI‘Ldiﬂn, the
existing gunhoats are unable to enter. 1f such a vessel were ordinarily stationed at
Babrein, it would no longer be necessary to provide the special boat 1 proposed for the

t Wide correspondence ending with your Secret  Us¢ of the Political Agent, and any difficulty
Despatch No 37, dated the sth August 1504 arizing out of the employment of an armed ship
oot sailing moder the King's Commission, would thus be avoided. The additional vessel
which we now suggest could be manned by a native erew under charge of a petty officer
and the Pclitical Agent's military guard could be made available for shipment should
occasion arise, At the request of His Ma}_eslj-’s Minister at Tebran we are now construct=

§ Secrat B Fahmary 1008, Hos. | 535-1848. ing five sea going steam § cutters for the use of
Gt wadk thiie T s ol ., the Belgian Customs Department in the Persian

. play of maritime activity on the Fart of the Persian Government is an

additional cause for rendering the presence ol such a ves ;i
e g pr sel as we have suggested

4. We also consider that, as none of the subsidised 1
ment in the Gull of Aden, H:e imaginary line referred ::essc PR he
run from Dhofar, south of Sokotra, to Bombay.

a spared for employ-
in paragraph 2 (ii) above should

5. We wish to bring to your notice that the tonnage of the | i
annual contribution will now be paid is reduced h‘orE 6,605 tnr:::s;r;gnolrm:;h}::d t]:.:
stated in paragraph 37 of nur_m:l-ur_r‘dupatch No. 141, dated rath September nJl;ur 1we
trust that when the financial relations between the United Kingdom and India are
Eemus_:de_rc& |nd|‘goﬁh,lthenv:§ws expressed in paragraph 314 (3) of the report of the Royal

ommission and in Mr. Buchanan's reservation may be t i i i i
- st i o ¥ aken iuto consideration by His
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CHAPTER IX.
Movements of the British versus Foreign men-of-war, 1901-05.
(i) Movements of His Majesty's ships in connection with Maskat,

8a. In April 1901, when the French ships-of-war the Fean Bart and Infer-
Secret £, Septembar 1gor, Now, 1-27. #.r‘_.t ﬁSit?d r:{as'!“l.t and Sur, and before
: ) His Majesty's Ship Cossack was ordered
to Sur, grave inconvenience was experienced by the Political Agent at Maskat
in consequence of his inability to obtain the services of a man-of-war to proceed
to Sur. The Government of India therefore suggested to Rear-Admiral Bosan-
quet that instructions might issue to the effect that commanders of His Majesty's
ships, when passing up or down the Persian Gulf, should if requested by the
Consul at Maskat, place their services at the disposal of that official if possible
and provided that their sailing orders were not of an urgent nature, and also that
the Consul at Maskat should be kept informed as far as possible of the move-
ments of the ships in the Gulf.

83. No special instructions were, however, issued to Commanding Officers
of His Majesty's ships to place their services at the disposal of the Consul
at Maskat when possible, and if so requested, but it was pointed out that in
the printed Standing Orders issued for the puidance of the squadron in the
East Indies Command, it was laid down that “it will be the duty of all
captains to pay prompt attention to every requisition from the Indian Govern-
ment, or their authorized agent,” and further that “ as difficulties requiring prompt
action are apt to arise suddenly, the Commanders of His Majesty's ships on
this division (Persian Gulf) are to consider themselves at the disposal of the
British Resident, or such other local authority as the Government of India may
appoint, for the maintenance of the Maritime Police of these waters and for the
support of British authority.” * These would appear to meet the wishes of the
Government of India on the poiut.

The senior officer in the Persian Gulf was directed to keep the Political
Agent informed of the movements of ships on his division so far as it may be
possible to forecast them.

The Naval Commander in-Chief pointed out that if the Consul had lately
been kept in ignorance of the whereabouts
and movements of vessels in the Gulf, it
was due to the concentration of ships in the north of the division, and that when
a vessel was stationed in the vicinity of Maskat, as is usually the case in normal
times, her Commanding Officer was always very ready to assist the local Consular
and Political authority in this or any other matter.

(i) Cruise of large men-of-war in the Persian Gulf, 1901-05.
(a) Cruise of the Highflyer, rgot.

84. In recent years a great deal of importance has been attached by foreign
- s nations canEtmg wnh. the Brl.tlsh in the
rnpn::i?:ﬂ?eﬂ‘:'zf:y?::.t!:i‘:i-i:: P:-I'ic;. a:':ﬂ aso  Persian Gulf to making a dis lﬂ)"" of
the Maskat Frécis, 1892108 large men-of-war on its shores. However
poorly off these nations might be at home in the number of such ships, their
display is calculated to make a deep im\:ressmn pon the natives, who know
nothing of the naval strength of the several powers in Europe except what they
see with their own eyes. Hence the British Gmm:nmer!t in order to counteract
the impression produced by the visits of foreign cruisers in the Gulf, have taken
opportunities to despatch some of their large vessels to the Gulf, in addition to

the vessels of the Indian Navy that are attached to the Persian Gulf squadron.
: is Maijesty's Ship Hizh/flyer, with Rear-Admiral Bosanquet
L o R Pon ﬁo-fr}:i, made a cruise in the Gulf. The
, vt B July agon, Now gpe Rear-Admiral writing demi-officially on
aoth April 1go1 from Trincomali to Mr. W. R. Lawrence (late Private Secretary
to His Excellency Lord Curzon) gave a short account of his cruise in the Persian
Gulf on the Higifiyer in company with the gcrk:m:. The Highflyer was the
largest ship, with heaviest guns, that had visited the G_ulf._.a_.nd appears to have
made a great impression on the people at the ports it visited, namely at Sur,

Beepet B, January 1992, Noa, g-1 5

Fide paragraphs 18, 19, 20 and 28 above,
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Maskat, Bushire and Bandar Abbas. Admiral Bosanquet was struck with the
paucity of the British influence in the Gulf : wherever one goes, whether from Sur
north to Bushire or south again to Ormuz and Jask, there are splendid remains
of Portuguese forts and houses, and yet their occupation is more than 200 years
past.

(#) Visit of the Russian eruiser Varyag and His Majesty's Ship Amphitrite,
1901-1902,

86. In December 1901 the Russian cruiser Faryag visited Maskat, Bandar
Abbas, Lingah, Bushire, Muhammerah,
Basrah and Koweit. It was one of the
largest ships that had ever visited the Persian Gulf and, as it made as much
display as possible, its sight and movements made a deep impression on the people.
In order to counteract this impression, the Government of India, at the sugges-
tion of Colonel Kemball, after communicating with the India Office and the
Admiral at Bombay, arranged that one of the large British men-of-war on her way
to China should visit Maskat and the Gulf. His Majesty's Ship Amphitrite
(Captain Windham), which sailed from England on 6th May 1902, was accord-
ingly ordered to call at Maskat and Bandar Abbas. It was a first class cruiser
of 11,000 tons.

87. His Majesty's Ship Amphiirite -arrived at Maskat on 8th June
igoa, alter calling at Dhofar, Kuria Murria and Madruka on her way from Aden.
After exchanging the usval formalities at Maskat, the cruiser showed its flag at
Sur, again at Maskat, Seeb and Barka, It then visited Bahrein, Bushire,
Koweit, the Pirate Coast, and Khor Fakan. Major Cox who, under orders of
the Secretary of State, accompanied Captain Windham, concluded his report of
the cruise (dated 28th June 1goz) stating that His Majesty's ship in question
had visited the Persian Gulf at a time when the climate was the cause of a good
deal of distress to the ship’s company, fresh as it was from a cold English spring;
but that from a local point of view Government might rest assured that the
Amphitrite's visit was productive of much good. Her Commander, Captain
Windham, who thoroughly appreciated the object of his mission, laid himself out
in every way, by hospitality to visitors, by throwing his ship open to sightseers
and by the liberal exercise of the search light, to impress the natives and make
bis cruise effective. If the experiment could be repeated for a year during
winder, it would, Major Cox suggested be an excellent measure.

Secret E., August 1goa, Nos. 1-47.

88. The suggestion of Major Cox was communicated with approval by the
Searet E., October 1503, Mas. 8527, Secretary of State to the Admiralty, who
promised to keep it in view as opportunity

arose.

(¢) Visit of the Russian cruiser Astold and His Majesty’'s Ships Renown and
Fox, rgez-93.
89. In December 1902 the Russian first class cruiser Askold (6,000 tons)
Secret B, Mareh 1903, Nos. 213-22, visited Maskat, Bandar Abbas, Lingah,
Secret E, Juce 1993, Nos. pé-1oa. Bushire, Basrah and Koweit. The Govern-
ment thought that the cruise of a first class British battleship would be politically
advantageous now, and so it was amanged that His Majesty's Ship Kenown
should wisit Maskat, Bushire, and Bandar Abbas, but not Koweit on account of
the draught of water. It left Bombay for the Gulf on 25th January 15903

It called at Lingah, as well as Bandar Abbas, both of which ports are visited
generally by French and Russian ships. The Naval Commander-in-Chief also
directed, at the request of the Government of India, that His Majesty’s ships

ssing up and down the Gulf during the cool season shall show the flag at
ingah as well as at Bandar Abbas,

(d) Cruise of His Excellency Lord Curzon tn the Gulf.

go. Lord Curzon’s cruise on H, M. S, Hardinge accompanied by the
squadron of H, M, ships Hyacinth, Fox, Pomone and Argonaut answered
well the purpose of counteracting the impression made by visits of foreign
men-of-war in the Gulf. On account of this cruise is given in the Préeis on
International Rivairy and Brivish Policy.
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CHAPTER X.

Salutes to be fired from His Majesty’s ships to Native Chiefa and
Political Officers i1n the Persian Gulf.

gt. In October 1879 the Marine Department forwarded to the Foreign

TRt A o 004, Tita. gobigon Department for considerationa latter from

: 3 the Naval Commander-in-Chief on the sub-

ject of the salutes from Her Majesty's ships in Indian waters, to which the officers

in the diplomatic service of the Government of India were entitled, and the right
of such officials to fly flags at sea, and what flag they should fy.

ga. In the matter of salutes, the Marine Department was of opinion that the
regulation laid down in the Secretary of State's despatches No. 135, dated ajth
December 1877, and No. 12, dated 21st February 1878, and Foreign Department
Notification No. 2-D. C. P, dated 1st January 1877, would meet all requirements.
(The notification modified by the despatches fixed the royal salute, barring the
actual presence of the Sovereign, at thirty-one guns.) '

93 Reference was made by the Naval Commander-in-Chief to the practice
obtaining in the Persian Gulf of firing irregular salutes, and of political officers
fiying their flags on Her Majesty's ships. The Commander of
S. Daphne reported to the Commander-in-Chief that on visiting Basrah, he found
that on a former occasion the Vice-Consul and Political Agent had been saluted
with nine guns, and he therefore did the same. He also observed H. M. S.
Arab leaving Maskat with the Officiating Political Agent on board, and flying a
jack with a device in the centre, As these practices seemed to be irregular, he
asked for instructions as to the salutes the Political Agents in the Persian Gulf
were entitled to, and on what -occasions, if any, they were permitted to hoist their
Jacks on board Her Majesty’s ships.

g4. The Naval Commander-in-Chiel, in forwarding this, said he only asked
for information on these matters, in order that he might be able to give such
instructions to the Commanding Officers of vessels in the Persian Gulf, as will
ensure uniformity of procedure which did not at that time appear to exist.

95. The Government of India requested the Resident, Persian Gulf, and
Political Agent, Turkish Arabia, to report what was the practice hitherto adopted
in regard to salutes and the flying of fags in the Persian Guli.

6. The Resident replied, in his No. 385, dated 4th November 1879, as
follows 1=

(1) As to salutes.—When paying official visits to, embarking on board of,
or disembarking from Her Majesty’s vessels in course of duty, the Resident was
saluted with thirteen guns, and the Political Agent, Maskat, with eleven (as laid
down in Government orders on the subject of salutes) within the limits of their
jurisdiction, provided the ship was a saluting one, #.e,, carrying more than ten
guns.

Since 1871, when Her Majesty’s ships were substituted for those of the
Bombay Marine, the actual practice had been somewhat different. Admiral
Cockburn relaxed the standing orders, and allowed the Naval Cum_rn:_a.nders discre-
tion as to saluting (His Excellency’s order lays down that when 1t is cpnsadered
necessary, or on particular occasions, salutes might be fired even by ships carry-
ing fewer than ten guns—when a salute be deemed necessary by the Captain, or
requested hy the local authorities). The result of this order was that Naval

Commanders saluted political officers and foreign flags or not according to their .

individual taste and judgment, and there has been a want of uniformity in con-
sequence. Hearing that a fresh order had been issued, the Resident asked the
Senior Naval Officer to furnish him with a copy. Under this new order salutes
to political officers in the Persian Gull were virtually abolished unless specially

asked for.
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(2) With regard to flags.=It had always been usval for the Naval Come
manders to allow the Resident and the Political Agent, Maskat, when on duty on
board Her Majesty’s ships to display the flag they are authorized to fly on shore
Notification No. 2519-G., dated 15th December 1875). There was no special
authority for this practice, which rested on long usage, and was wholly dependent
on the courtesy and consideration for the public interests of the Naval Com-
manders, who knew the advantage and convenience of the custom. The Resident
thought that this was of greater practical importance to keep up than salutes,
as it not only supported the political officers morally, but was useful in showing
the inhabitants, the Agents, &c., when they were in the neighbourhood, and
notifying their tour all round the coast.

97. The new naval order of 187® about salutes gave a list of certain salutes
to be fired for particular Chiefs, and directed—

" These salutes (with the exception of that to the Sultan of Maskat) are to be fired by
Her Majesty's ships, though they may have less than ten guns, duf mo ofher salude is fo be
fired by any of Her Majesty's shipsin the Persian Gulf, carrying less than dem guns, ex-
cept altheexpress request of the Potitscal Resident.”

98. With reference to this order Major Euan Smith recommended that all
gun-boats should salute the Sultan of Maskat's flag once a year, as had always
been done, as well as on first arrival at Maskat.

In this suggestion Colonel Ross concurred, as the Sultan would feel hurt if
the salute were not continued.

99. On the same subject Mr. Robertson observed :—

(1) That the Shaikh of Koweit was not included in the list, but he recom-
mended that he should be given five guns.

(2) ‘Haji Jabir Khan, Governor of Mohammerah, only got five guns, but he
had always received nine.

(3) As regards salutes generally, Mr. Robertson recommended that the
power of requisitioning a salute should not be confined to the Resident alone, but
should be extended to other political officers, who might request salutes up to
mine guns when necessary,

In this last suggestion Colonel Ross agreed, and recommended that the
power of requisition should be extended to the Political Apent, Maskat, Poliiical
Agent, Turkish Arabia, and Assistant Political Agent, Basrah,

®Table of salutes.

Names I No. of guns. RunARRS,
Suaitan of Magkat & Uader sanction of Government.
Chief of Bahrein - 5 In neeordance with cusiom on visiting Cov-
ernment vessels
uw o Abe Thabi = v - 5 Ditta.
w w Debay s 3 Ditvo.
n n Ummul-Kowein - i L] Ditio.
w 1s Ajman . s - 1 Ditte.
o u Shargah — g e 3 Dritto.
w Rasul-Khywah .. s ] Ditto.
Arab Governor of Bandar Ablas - - 5 Ditte.
& i Lingsh iy 5 Ditto.
! " Mohamemerah - - 5 Ditta.
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V Folonel Ross remarked ir! conclusion that the various Turkish vessels of war
invariably saluted on all occasions.

roo. The Political Agent, Turkish Arabia, replied, No.

December 1879, forwarding a letter from Mr. Rubert!zon,’much t:)"t?{e g:::f peutrh
s?n as that of Colonel Ross, that the salutes had practically been left much to the

iscretion of the commanders of vessels. Mr. Robertson thought it, politically
highly desirable that ships should both salute and fly the flags u% political officers
when on board in discharge of their duty; and in this opinion Colonel Miles
concurred.

1o1. Colonel Ross having also sent his correspondence with the Senior
Naval Officer about the new saluting orders to Colonel Miles, forwarded Colonel
Miles’ reply with his No. 392, dated 11th November 1879. Colonel Miles con-
sidered that the practical abolition of the Sultan of Maskat's salute, without a
special request on cach occasion made by the Resident, would be undoubtedly
detrimental to His Highness' prestige, and would lead the Arabs to think he was
in disgrace. Besides this the Sultan would soon know that other Chiefs con-
tinued to get salutes, and this would cause a feeling of irritation which it would
be desirable to avoid. He also thought that as there were occasions when salutes
to political officers had a useful and beneficial effect, it would not be advisable
that they should be abolished as they were practically so by the new order.

toa2. These reports were forwarded to the Naval Commander-in-Chief, and
in his reply dated 4th April 1881, he stated
that an attentive perasal of the corres-
ndence on the subject of firing salutes and carrying flags in the Persian Gulf

ed him to think that the difficulties which had arisen on the subject were
cansed rather by the caprice of the naval authorities than from any real
necessity.

The real causes of the objection made by the Admiralty to vessels of few
guns firing salutes were shown by him to be the following :—

When the old small smooth-bore guns were superseded by rifled guns of
large calibre, and where one gun took the place of twenty or thirty of the old
guns, the question of salutes became a serious one—

Political A., July 188z, Nos. 176178,

15t.—Because a ship with a few large guns could not fire a salute with
safety to her men.

and.—DBecause salutes were a cause of considerable detriment to rifled guns
of precision.

The Admiralty, therefore, opened the question with the Foreign Maritime
Powers, and the consequence was an enormous international reduction in salutes,
both on the occasions when required and the number of guns fired, and an order
that the old rule, of ships with few guns not saluting, was to be more strictly
adhered to. .

This being now the established rule all over the world, the Naval Com-
mander-in-Chief saw no reason why it should be broken in the Persian Gulf, .aud
he thought that, without any great detriment to the public service, galuting,
except under most extraordinary circumstances, might be abolished for the
present,

Meanwhile, and as it would perhaps be unwise to lay down a hard-and-fast
rule that Her Majesty's vessels were not to salute at all, he suggested that the
Residents should be requested to be as chary as possible in asking for salutes.

103. As regards the question of officials carrying a flag when embarked on
board men-of-war, it appeared to the Naval Commander-in-Chief that the
meaning of such an emblem was not understood. He observed that such a flag
was rarely carried in European waters, and then only to denote respect for the
high position or great office of the personage on board—the standard of England
to denote the presence of Royalty—the Admlra]g flag to denote the presence
of the Lords of the Admiralty ; while in the Persian ulf every official hoisted the

flag of the Viceroy which, when seen afloat by a man-of-war, was entitled to a
1288FD
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salute of thirty-one guns, and, next to the Royal standard, ordered to be treated
with the highest marks of respect.

There could, therefore, he thought, be no question that the Viceroy's flag
should never be hoisted af sea, except to denote the presence of the Viceroy
himsell, and the use of any other flag by lesser officials was, he considered, as
meaningless as if every Lieutenant in command of a gun-boat was to hoist an
Admiral's flag whenever he was sent on a mission.

to4. The Government of India (Military Department) replied as [ollows —

No 561-S., dated Simla, the 23¢d June 1882

From=—The Secretary ta the Gavernment of India, Military (Marine) Department,
To= His Excectency Rean-Apsinar W. Gore Jowes, C.B., Commander, Her Majesty’s Naval
Forces, East India Station.

| am directed to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s letter, dated the 4th .r'lEll‘il
1861, and to state that the two questions of requiring Her Majesty’s ships in the Persian
Gulf to fire salutes in the case of the Political Officers and native Chiefs of the Gulf, and
to carry flags when the former are on board, have been very carefully reconsidered by the
Government of India, and that the Governor-General in Council, while concurring in Your
E:ccllcn?’a opinion that, under the circumstances explained in your letter, these salutes
may be discontinued, does not desire to make any change in the practice of allowing the
political representatives of this Government to hoist their flag in the manner pr\pqnnbed-
It is considered important that the presence of officers of Government in positions of
responsibility and power, such as the Resident in the Persian Gulf, the Political Agent
in Turkish Arabia, the Palitical Agent at Maskat and other Political Officers, who have
hitherto been entitled to display a flag when afloat, should be made genrmlly known at the
places visited by some mark of distinction, and the Government of India anticipate no
difficulty or misapprehension as regards the flying of the distinguishing flag, in view of the
instructions contained in the Notification® of the

¥ Hsems Depurizuot No. 100K, 14th June 1880

105. The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty informed the India Office
that they saw no objection to the arrange-
ment proposed, viz, “that the firing of
salutes shall be discontinued, but that the existing regulation as to the hoisting
of the Governor-General's flag by the Government officers in position of resp-
onsibility shall remain in force™ (letter dated 16th September 1881).

Political A., November 1881, Mos. of-g7.

105, The above orders were at first taken as applying to all classes of salutes.
But the discontinvance of salutes was
very keenly felt by the Trucial Chiefs.
The matter was brought to the notice of Government by Colonel Ross, and it
was pointed out by him that apparently the objections as to firing salutes did not
apply where the number of salutes to be fired was not more than five which
could not cause much injury or inconvenience.

The Commander-in-Chief thereupon passed orders that salutes should be
continued to the Trucial Chiefs as hitherto.

197. In 18g6 Captain Saddlerswas asked gly Captain Baker of the

nix whether be should fire a salute

e Ni“'w' tnﬁkthe Sultan's flag on amival at Maskat.

It was a non-saluting ship like the Lapwing and Pigeon. Captain Saddler

thought I.hﬂll they should fire a salute once a year as the Cossack and Brisk did:

the Arabs did not understand the distinction between a saluting and non-saluting
vessel and mis-interpreted any omission to salute.

108. The following reply was given to Colonel Wilson by Mr. Barnes :—

Palitieal A, March 1883, Nos. m18-300-

Demi-official letter dated Simla, the 16th July 186,

me-'H[-Jes- s“lll:- Esg, CS., Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign

To=—Coroxet F. A. Wiisos, Political Resident in the Persian Gull.

Pleage refer to your demi-official letter to Talbot, dated the 6th February 18q6, on the
question of salutes to the flag of the Sultan of Maskat, T

—
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_ It bas been ascertained, by reference 10 the Naval Commander-in-Chief, that under
existing orders only vessels authorised by the Queen's Regulations and Admiralty Instruc-
tions (see paragraph 47) fire salutes in the Persian Gulf, except as follow:

{@) Other ships than those alluded to abaye ma
stances on requisition, such
Commander-in-Chief,

(#) Salutes of not more than 5§ guns are given to the chiefs who are under the
influence of the British Government when visiting Her Majesty's ships, even
when such ships are precluded by the general instructions from firing

y salute under very special circum-
cases being specially reporied to the Naval

salutes,

Of the ships now on the East India Station only the first four in the marginal list
1 Besaneiurn. [ 08 Sabier. carry such guns as to be classed under paragraph
(2) Maration. (G Redbrrast, 47 of the Admiralty Instructions as saluting

} Cosvack, (7) Lapming, vessels,

4) Brisk ] 3} Figoam,

The Admiralty [nstructions on the subject were issued after discussion with Forei
Maritime Powers, and there are particalar objections to firing the longer salutes. It is
understood from Sadler’s letter that the Sultan has not himself rajsed the question, and
unless he does so, or unless you have good grounds for supposing that he has noticed and
taken umbrage at the fact that some of our ships do not salute his flag, matters had
probably better be left as they are. But if you are of opinion that a special concession is,
on political grounds, really desirable, you may of course make an official representation,

109. In February 1500 the Resident submitted the following list of salutes
Buinraat A, May £oi, Nos. 130 135, to be fired in the Persian Gulf for the con-

sideration and approval of the Government
of India (letter No. 62, dated 1gth February 1900) :—

Memorandum of salutes fired in the Persian Gulf,

Guns,
At noon on 24th May each year «s« Birthday* of Her Majesty the
Queeu e = 31
At noon on st ]Hnu.a.ry each year we Proclamation® na_}' of Her
Imperial Majesty the Queen,
Empress of India e 30
N Birthdayt of His Imperial
: Majesty the Shah of Per-
sia wes e 32
At termination of official visit by we His Highness the Sultan of
Maskat ne 31
Ditte .. His Excellency the Governor
of Bushire ... AT
Ditto " «« Palitical Resident in the Per-
sian Gulf .. we 13
Ditto we Political Agent at Maskat ... g1
Ditto we Agents and Consuls-General
and Commissioners and
Consuls-General e 1
Ditto ws  Consuls-General WL
Ditto «. Consuls w7
Ditto e Shaikh of Kuwait R
Ditto «»  Shaikh of Bahrain w5
Ditto ws Shaikh of Abu Thabi w8
Ditto s Shaikh of Debay T iy
Ditto ws  Shaikh of Shargah F
Ditto v Shaikh of Ajman s g
. Ditto s« Shaikh of Um=al-Eawain ... 3
Ditto .+ Shaikh of Ras-al-Kheima ... 3
Governor of Mehammara .., f3 e Ty w s
Governor of Bundar Abbas o e v v 5
Governor of Lingah v an e ven w 5

* Everywhere in the Persian Gull.
t Fired whean the vessel is i any Perslun port.
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110, The Government of India after pbtaining some further information
from the Resident, wrote to the Secretary of State as follows (No. 70, dated
gth May 1901) t==

We have the honour to forward copies of the papers fioted in the enclosed list regard-

< ing the salutes to be fired by British ships of
*Hastosers To. L. war in the Persian Gulf and at Maskat, The
salutes for the Governors and the Arab Chiefs appear to bave been fixed without reference
to Her late Majesty's Government, and the authority for them is the Standing Order® of the
Naval Commander-in-Chief, No. g4, dated the and April 18gg, which, so lar as can be
traced from the information before us, was issued without authority of Her Majesty’s
Government or of the Government of India. i
approved by the Government of India, and that Her Maj
them is shown by the Marguis of Hartington's Politic despatch No. 57, dated the 2nd
June 1881, on receipt of which Lord Ripon's Gavernment determined that salutes should
no longer be required from the small vessels employed in the Persian Gulf. 1 he orders
now in force lay down that only vessels anthorised by the King's Resolutions and Admi-
ralty Inetructions (paragraph 47) should fre salutes in the Persian Gulf, except as fal-

lows : —

(a) Order ships may salute in every special circumsiances on T
cases being especially reported to the Naval Commander-in-C

These salutes were, however, implicitly
Ft)’ls GU\'l'ffI-I'LH:I]t were aware

tion. Such

el

(4) Salutes of not more than 5 guos are given to the chiefs wha are under the influ-

ence of the British Government when visiting Britizh ships of war, even when
such ships are precluded by the general instructions from firing salutes.

om our Poli-

proposed to

t is desirs

2. Your Lordship will observe that, in the list forwarded with the letter {
tical Resident in the Persian Gulf, No. 62, dated the 19th February 100, i
give the Shaikh of Kuweit a salute of § guns. We see no objection to this
able to provide for the contingency of s visiting one of His Majesty's shi V
fore, ask that formal sanction may wow be accurded to all the salutes noted in the list
referred to which are not already provided for by the King's Regulations and Admiralty
Instroctions andthe Army Regulations, India, that is tosay, the salute on the Birthday of
His Imperial Majesty the Shah, when the vessel is in any Persian port, and the salutes to
the Governor of Bushire, the Arab Chiefs and the Governors of Muhammara, Bandar Abbas
and Lingah. The salute of 17 guns for the Governor of Bushire appears to be decidedly
extravagant, but inasmuch as it is io technical aceordance with the King's Regulations, and
is alleged to have been given for some time past, we do not at present see the grounds for
refusing it. We would suggest, however, that a reference be made to Sir Edward Ross
as lo whether it was conceded during his time.

111. The Secretary of State conveyed the sanction of His Majesty's Gov-
ernment to the salutes as given in the

' , Nos. 12~ : : gL
b it ndalat d list prepared by the Resident in his letter

No. 63, dated 1gth February 1900,

Salutes for the British and French represeniatives at Maskat,

112. Under the Army Regulations the

External A, May 1om Mot t20-175 and
Asticis 18 of the Queen's Regulations and ‘Admb galutes fired to Consular officers are :—

ralty lastructions.

Guns.
To a Consul - . e vee . 7
To a Consul-General e e 9

At Maskat the Political Agent of the Government of India gets 11 guns in
his dual capacity as Consul and Agent of the Government of India.

112, Tn 1807 M. Ottavi, then French Vice-Consul at Maskat, asked the
Political Agent at Maskat whether in the event of his paying an official visit to
H, M. S. Cossack, he would receive the salute he received from the Sultan of
Maskat and from vessels of his own Government, 7z, 9 gons. The matter was
relerred for the orders of the Resident and he informed the Political Agent that
in view of the fact that French vessels had given him (the Resident) a salute of
13 guns, which he as a Resident of the Government of India is entitled to receive

from vessels of Her Majesty's Navy, he was of opinion that the same courtesy
should be extended to the representative of the Fremch republic in Maskat.
Under the circumstances the request of M. Ottavi for a salute of g guns was

complied with.

A
E

Sy
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114. When M. Ottavi was raised to the position of a Consul he demanded
from the 51]|1an the same salute as the British representative, that is 11 guns, a
demand which was complied with by His Highness. :

115. In 1goo M. Ottavi refused to return the official wvisit of the Com-
mander of the Cossack, because the latter was unable to accord him the 11 gun-
salute which he claimed. The Commander’s action was fully supported by the
Naval Commander-in-Chief. M. Oitavi seems to have referred the matter to
the French Government, but what action was taken by them it is not known. No
further claim was made by M. Ottavi for the 11-gun salute,

116. M. Laronce, who succeeded M, Ottavi, ranked as Vice-Consul, but
received salutes of o guns from French men-of-war. One of the American mens
of-war fired the 11-gun salute to the American Vice-Consul, and acting Consul
Mr. Mackirdy, while another American man-of-war accorded him the salute of

7 guns.

17 Major Cox thought that the salute of 11 guns accorded to the British
Political Agent was a source of embarrass-
ment to the Consular representatives of
other countries. He therefore proposed that either he should be authorized to
inform foreign men-of-war that his salute was only 7 guns, while still receiving the
11 guns salute from British men-of-war, provided the representatives of other

owers agreed to accept from PBritish vessels purely their Conswlar salutes, or
that the French or American Governments should be asked to state what salutes
should be accorded to their representatives at Maskat.

118, The Government of India decided, however, not to take any action on
these proposals. So long as our ships gave the French representative the salute
fixed by the regulations, it matters little what practice the ships of other nations
followed, while it would not be politic to abandon a salute of 11 guns which the
latter accorded to our representative. [t is just well that foreign men-of-war
should recognize that our representative at Maskat is something more than a
Consul, and so long as they continued to recognize this, the Government of
India saw no adequate grounds for protest (Foreign Department letter No. 2476-E.,
dated 16th December .goz, with demi-official of 20th December 1goz to Major
Cox).

Exterasl A., January 1903, Noa. ageat.

Salutes for the Vice-Consul at Bawdar Abbas,

119. When the H. M. S. Pomone visited Bandar Abbas in March 1gog, it
R s i iouik o fired a salute of 7 guns to the Vice-Con-

e s e sul, Captain Boxer, although as Vice-Con-
sul he was not entitled to the honour. Colonel Kemball was of opinion that for
political reasons it was desirable that the practice, thus fortuitously instituted,
should be continued. The Government of India agreed with the Resident.
There appeared to be two alternative methods by which this could be effected,
namely :—(a) either to raise the rank of Vice-Consul to that of a Consul, or
() to move the Admiralty to instruct the commanders of His Majesty's ships
to continue the salute of the Vice-Consul, as a special arrangement. The Gov-
ernment of [ndia asked for instructions of His Majesty's Government,

170. In the meanwhile they requested the Commander-in-Chief, East Indies
Station, to instruct Captain Windham of H M, 8. dmplutriie, when he visited
Bandar Abbas, to accord to His Majesty's representative the same salute as was
given by the FPomane.

121. The Admiralty issued instructions to the Commander-in-Chief, East
Indies Station, as a special arrangement,

External A, October 1902, Now, 100101, to continue the pl'.'lﬂ.il‘.‘.e of salunng his
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bandar Abbas with 7 guns.
1286FD
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CHAPTER XL
Steam-launches for Political Officers.
(i) Steam-launch for the Resident on the Persian Gulf.

122, In July 1876 a steam-launch was placed'at the disposal of the Resident
in the Gulf for quarantine purposes. This
was only a temporary measure, but the
Resident continued somehow to keep it until 1882, when he asked for a new one,
more suited to the place. The necessity
for a good steam-launch at Bushire was
unquestionable. The Resident had to pay official visits on board Her Majesty's
vessels visiting the Persian Gulf and as these vessels had to anchor several miles
from the shore, a sale sea-boat was absolutely necessary.

Genoral A, Septamber 1677, Nos, 315 18

A, Politieal E., June 1883, Nos. 133=141,

123. The Government of India accordingly asked the Secretary of State
to authorize Messrs. White & Co., of Cowes, to construct a life-boat pinnace,
37 or 38 feet in length, of the description supplied by them to the Admiralty and
cause it to be despatched either direct to the Persian Gulf on board the vessel
then preparing for the Gulf or to Bombay in one of Her Majesty’s ships
(despatch No, 17, dated 7th May 1883).

The Resident received the steam pinnace

External A., September 188y, Nos 1i4-118. sy July 1884,

124. The Resident at Baghdad at the suggestion of Mr. Robertson had
External A., Jamunry 1889, Mos. y01+109. proposed to transfer the old steam-boat
Extecaal A, April 1885, Nos. 1-263. of Bushire to Basrah. But as the Govern-

ment of India thought that the necessity for maintaining a steam-boat at Basrah
had not been proved, they decided to sell the old boat at Bushire.

125. The boat obtained in 1884 was, on account of her deteriorated con-

Externa! A, July 1983, Nos. 130-31, dition, replaced by a new one in 1gog,

SLSERAL 6 A e O constructed at the Bombay dockyard at a
cost of Rs, 24,000.

(ii) Steam-launch for the Resident at Baghdad.
126, Vide Chapter XII (xvii) of Turkish Arabia Précis, 1801—1g05.

(iii) Proposed steam-launch for the Consul at Muhammerah, 1904-05.

127. During Lord Curzon's tour in the Persian Gulf it was decided that it was
necessary to provide the Consul at Muhammerah with a light draught launch
suitable I::r touring on the Karun and Shat-el-Arab, Sir A, Hardinge brought the
matter to the notice of the Marquess of Lansdowne.

138, The Secretary of State for India thereupon asked for an estimate
Secest E. Augost 1904, Nos. doo-449 (Mo, 4430, Of the cost of providing a suitable vessel ;
Seceet E., January 1905 Nos. 143-157). but as the London Foreign Office suggested

that it might be possible to hire one when required, Messrs. Lynch and Co., who
had a steam:launch, were addressed on the subject, but stated that they could not
spare it for the purpose required.

125. The Government of India then proposed to build a new steam-launch
at a cost of about Rs. 54,000in the R. I. M.
Dockyard at Bombay on the understanding
that one half of cost was met from the Imperial Treasury (despatch to the Secre-
tary of State, No. 238, dated 8th December 1904).

Secret B, January 1903, Nos. 143-17 (No. 155).

139. The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, however, were not satisfied
of the necessity for incurring so consider-
able a capital expenditure with a consequent
annual charge for maintenance (Treasury to the Foreign Office, dated 13th March
1905).

(iv) Suggestion to utilize the three torpedo-boats, lying at Bom"ay, for the use of
the Consular Officersin the Gulf.

131, In his letter No. 96, dated 18th February 1gos, Major Cox

Secret E., June 1903, Nos. Goo-GoG.

|
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proposed that the three torpedo-boats lying idle at Bombay should be utilized

Secret B, June ig05, Nos. two6o6 (Nos.0.1and  fOr service in the Persian Gulf, one at
tag)- Maskat, one on the Shat-el-Arab, and the
third at Bushire to be at the disposal of the Political Agent at Koweit, Bahrein
and Bandar Abbas. The Government of India, however, informed the Resident
that ** the torpedo-boats in question cannot at preseat be spared " (No. 2,78-E. A,
dated Bth June 1g9o3).
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CHAPTER XII
Surveys in the Persian Gulf from 1871.

132. A comprehensive account of the survey operations carried out by the
Seo— Indian Navy in the Persian Gulf as well
) Bvelpn Boparbment Procedingn, Genoral A+ 25 the |ndian waters was compiled by
v . i T80 - . m
u{‘al;nﬁir Toudinm, u:'u.l::'r. by C.Markbam. Mr. Clements Markham in 1871 (see

(30 Low's History af the ludian Navy, synopsis in Chapter I above),

133, The question was then being discussed as to continuing or revising
the work done by the Indian Navy. The opinions of the Political Agent in
Turkish Arabia and the Resident in the Persian Gulf were called for, through
the Bombay Government, as to the necessity of further surveys in the waters of
the Persian Gulf. Their reports are interesting as showing what they considersd
was needed al the time, and as indicating the directions in which surveys may

Gesial iy Murch thha Bl aan have yet to be made, and are therefore
printed in exfense below ;—

No. g9, dated Bagdad, 1oth Nevember 1871,
From—Limuraxant-Cotonen C. Hernear, Political Agent in Turkish Arabia,
To—The Secresary to the Government of Bombay in the Political Department,

With reference to Government Resolution No. 4606, dated 27th September. which
reached me on the 25th ultimo, I bave the honor to report that, having no official connecs
tion with the Persian Gulf, | am not in a position to offer an opinion as to the necessity of
further surveys thereof further than to state that, so far as the trade of this country is
concerned, no complaints have ever reached me from the commanders of vessels as to the
insufficiency of the existing charts, nor during three years [ have resided in Turkish
Arzbia have | heard of any accident to any vessel in consequence of such.

So far as [ am ieformed the charts in use are considered excellent, the landmacks
and soundings being clearly and accurately laid down.

As regards this country itself, which from fts historical associations its capabilitirs
with reference to ageicaltural and commercial enterprise, and its geographical position,
is of the greatest importance, there can, I think, be no doubt that it would be very desirsble
to complete the survey,

The map now being compiled by Lientena=t Collingwood will be drawn from Surveys
of the two great rivers, the Euplraies and Tigris, and the intervening country, but all the
vast tracts of the province to the north and north-east, and that portion that lies hetween
the Tigris and the Louristan Range, have yet to be surveyed,

The task of undertaking this work would, | imagine, properly appertain to the
Ottoman Government, but it s highly improhable that it will ever initiate such an
undertaking, though possible it mizht be proposed to it by Her Majesty's Government
with such offers of assistance in surveyors, etc., as might be deemed expedient,

As regards the Shot-wl-Arab, | would not recommena that any special expense be at
present incurred on a further survey, though, if thut of the Persian Guli be undertaken,
the work might (with the consent of the States on either bank, Persia and Turkey) be
extended to Busreh,

It serms probable that, in the course of comparatively few years, Koweit may become
the principal port of this country in the place of Busreh,

I imagine that if it be decided to canstruct a railway to connect the Persian Gulf
and the Mediterranean, Koweit will be the position chosen for the terminus on the Gulf.

But even though this be not so, it is not jwpossible that a navigable canal mav he
made from Busceh to the head of a large creek that runs inland from the harbonr of Koweit
to near Zobair, and this would complete the water communication between ithat harbour
and the capital, Bagdad.

The harbour of Koweit is said to be one of the finest in the world—to be easily
entered, and very safe, while its climate is as salubrious as that of Busceh is unhealthy,

I had a conversation on this subject some little time ago with His Excellency Midhut

Pasha, and found him fully alive to the importance of the project which had already
attracted his attenticn,
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He Is now proceeding to Busreh where it § i i
will perhaps find time to make enquiries on tl;;sgg;zbab!e S tan s e i

If this be i i
Mm“; accomplished, a further survey of the Shat-ul-Arab will be whelly un-

Mo. 1301-387, dated on board H, M.'s 5. Hugh Rase, off Babrein, 14th Decomber 1871,

From—Ligvresasr-Covoser Lews P, - PN ek :
iy ho Pacelan Glt, eLy, C.5.1, Her Britannle Majesty’s Political Resident

To=The Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Political Department.

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Resolution of Government as per

Ho. 4606, dated a7th Eeptember 1871, margin, communicating to me a call from the
3 ) Government of India for my opinion as to the
necessity for further surveys in the waters of the Persian Guli.

2. The question seems to me to be a nautical and professional one. Any opision I
may have arrived at on it will be accepted as that of a landsman, whose duties, however,
have required his frequent cruising in most parts of the Gulf during a period of between
nine aud ten years,

3. The questiun further appears to me regardable from two points of view ;—

r3f.~That of complete and scientific accuracy, and

andly—~That of the practical requirements of navigation at the present time,

4. Regarded from the first point of view, a survey cannot, of course, be too accurate
or complete ; and there are doublless some areas of water particularly on the Arabian side
of the Guif, which have not been completely surveyed, and where the navigation is more
than ordinarily intricate, But these areas are away from the ordinary track of vessels, and
[ should not be prepared to advise further outlay on the survey in delail so long as other
surveys of more immediately practical necessity remain ardcompleted, and many of this
latter character appear to be indicated in the abie and exhaustive despatch of Mr. Clement
Markham, dated the 18th of February 1871,

5. Regarding the question from the second point of view, oz, that of the practical
mirements of navigation at the present time, both observation and hearsay lead me to
3 consider that the present surveys are sufficiently, and indeed remarkably, accorate in their

mnﬂings, delincation of coast lines, and cross-bearings. This opinion appﬁes eapecially to
the later charts revised by Commancer C. G. Constable and Lieutenant A, W. Stiffe,

6. At the same time there are a few points to which, if it be the intention of Govern-
mert ta establish a Marine Survey Depariment, I would, under correction, direct attention,
And these points | will now briefly enumerate .—

rst.—There is reported tobe a sunken rtock off Ras Noo at the emtrance of the
Gwadur Bay, and on which one or more vessels have touched : the existence or position of
this rock or shoal should. I think, be certainly determined as the goverminental and mail
steamers have constant need for pazsing close to it.

andly.~Scme navigators allege that certain shoal patches off the coast in the neigh-
bourhood of Koh-Mobareck are not accurately laid down. T myself incline fo deubt
whether these allegations are well founded, but it might prove satisfactory to determine the
point.

grdly~] have heard it stated that there is a shoal patch off the western end of the
island of Larrack, and which is not lnid down, but | am uncertain as to whether this patch
does or does not exist.
\ #thly—~The existence of two shoal patches marked on the chart on the starboard as
you enter the Angaum Sound from the castward have, [believe, been questioned. |

I inclhine to think that these patches are accuraiely laid down, but a5 the Angwny
Saund is likely to be increasingly used, it would be advisable to dispose definitively of the
question,

sthly==lt is reported that the Bassidore bank off the western end of the island of
Kishm is silting up, and that soundings smaller thau any marked on the chart have beew
struck onm tiis bank. It seems probable thata mud bank sitwate like that of Bassidore
would be liable to silt, and it might be well to revise the present soundings

6tEly.—The shoal known as the Pollior Shoal marked on the chart about midwa
between the island of Froor and Ras Donstanzh should, I think, be resurveyed in detail,
and a separate chart be made of it. The masters of pative craft say they have no know-
ledge of this shoal. Some of our own navigators assert that the shoal has sufficient water
on it for steamers of considerable draught to cross it. In my opision the shoal indubit

1288FD
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ably exists, but as it lies on the direct track of steamers calling at Lingah and passing
thence up and down gulf, the determination of this shoal seems very desirable., It
is also alleged that betwsen the shoal and Ras Boostanah, there are one or more patches
close inshore, which are not marked on the chart. This question might also be determined
simultaneonsly with that of the Pollior Sheal.

wékly —Some few years ago a merchant craft was burnt and sunken in the four and
half fathém line a little to the southward of the entrance of the innerroads at Bushire. This
wreck still lies in the fair-way channel of vessels passing to and fro the Busteh river
from Bushire ; and it would be very convenient for commerce if the wreck were blown up or
otherwise removed.

Sthly.~There are the channals leading ints the Shat-vl-Arad or Busrek River, and
rather more to the westward another Khore or creek called Core Abddooliah, from which,
; passing in a south-westerly dircction, Ties the
tobl:d:l;;f Report No. 1190-339, dat=d 13th O Jiaehour of Koweit. As already submitted in a
previous report, 1 think that the question of a
railway from the Mediterranean to the head of the Persian Gulf may sooner or later attract
increased attention to the shore line thus summarized. And as Mr. W, Parkes, Civil
Engineer, bas recently favoured me, after personal, though burried, inspection of its
localities, with his opinion on this shore line, ?mn:ure to sebjoin his remarks as being of
far more practical weight than any which I could pretend to offer :—

“ We made a successiul attempt to enter Koweit and an unsuccessiul one to enter Cor=
Abdoollah,

“ The latter was provoking, but [ do not think it is of much real consequence, because
Iam sure it would be impossible torspeak confidently of that place as a terminus for the
railway without much more information than at present exists, The doubtlul points are
preciszly those which require a systematic survey for their solution.

“The caygse of our failure was this: Captain Avern and myself had quite understood
that the pilot would take the ship up to the head of the Core, but when we had gone a
short distance he got frightened and refused to go further, We had already found that the
chart was useless as a guide, There is not a single fixed paint visible from which we could
determine our position. So all we could do was to come oul again,

% Wil you allow me to suggest that it would be very desirable to have the positions
of the buoys at the entrance to the Shat-el-Arab, and of the Telegraph Station at Fan,
accurately determined by independent solar observation. The correctness of the chart
would thus be tested, and if it was verified it would be really useful, which it is not at present

% The head of Koweit Bay is undoubtedly suitable for a station for Indian Mail Steam-
ers, and the necessary accommodation could be afforded at no extravagant cost, but it is
Praia&fe Core Abdoollah would answer still better, and it certainly deservas further exam-
ination,

“The chart of Koweit is faulty. 'We distinctly saw a spit running nearly across the
head of the Bay of which the chart gives no indication ; and in another part I found the
depths decidedly less than shown on the chart. The mole of showing the hills on shore
is alse misleading. They will offer no impediwent to the railway approach as [ had feared
they might. The shore due north of the town of Koweit will not do for the station as |
had hoped,

gthly. —Proceeding southward from Koweit along the Arabian shore line, we come
on a length of reefy, dirty ground, which appearsto have been left partially unsurveyed,
There is, I believe, a channel inshore of these reefs, and [ am told that a Turkish steamer
of light draught recently ' passed down the channelto Kateef, but this tract is so apart
from our present ordinary lines of navigation that, as | observed before, [ should not deem
myself justified in advocating any immediate outlay an its survey.

rothly—A survey of the reefs on the shore lines of Kafeef and Balbreim has already
been ordered by Government, and the Turkish Commadore informs me it is his intention
to organize a Turkish survey of the Ojairand Kateef shore ling, snd then to draft the
officers of the survey into the ships of the squadron in view to providing every ship with a
competent Turkish pilot,

r1th~Passing ronnd Ras Rekkan to the southward of Bahrein, we open a wide inden-
tation of coast between that Cape and the shore line known as the Prrafe Cousf, This
indentation is sprinkled with frequent islets and reefs, in the survey of which great labour
was, | believe, e!tpendﬂd by the survey officers of the late Indian Navy. It is possible
that the survey of this iniricate indentation may not be complete, but [ should not be
prepared to recommend further outlay on it for the present,

7. In conclusion, when we consider the climate and intricacies of the Persian Gulf,
and that the survey of it was executed with sailing vessels, and wholly without the aid of
steam, it is, in my opinion, astenishing how accurate and in what detail the survey is found
to be.

——————

B -
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134. A survey of the shore lines, Katif and Bahrein, had already been ordered
by the Government of India.

Survey of the Katif and Bakrein Coasts, 1873-74.

135. In January 1873 the Political Resident, Persian Gulf, asked for
instructions with regard to the proposed
survey of the Katif Reef channels by the
Officer Commanding H. M.'s Schooner Constance. Colonel Herbart, Political
Resident, Baghdad, was therefore asked to ascertain from the Pasha whether
there were any objections to the proposed survey. The reply was that our
Ambassador at Constantinople telegraphed to the effect that the Porte authorized
the survey. The Pasha wisﬁtd, however, that a Turkish corvette should accoms
pany H. M.s schooner, Colonel Ross did not think this necessary, but the
Government directed (till 24th March 1873) that the survey might proceed with
or without a Turkish corvette, and that if a corvette wished to accompany the
survey boat, no ebjection should be taken.

136. While the survey-boat was proceeding to make the survey, Colonel
Rossinstructed its commander to communi-
cate to the Turkish local authorities at
Katif the nature of his operations before landing to survey, and if any objection
should be raised, to inform them that the operations were being undertaken with
the cognizance of the Porte. The Government of India approved of these
instructions (letter No, 985-P,, dated 16th May 1873).

137. A complaint was then made by the Porte that the survey officers had
landed on the Nejd coast. When enqui-
ries were made, Colonel Ross reported
that neither the sarveying wvessel nor any of her boats had come within 5 miles
of the Nejd coast, that the survey had till then been confined to channels of
approach to Bahrein, and that no attempt had yet been made to survey the
coast of.Katif or Nejd (telegram of 31st July 1873).

138, Colonel Ross, however, represented that the survey party would
probably require to land on the Katif
coast in order to measure base lines and
erect temporary triangular posts, and in order to avoid any further misappre-
hension on the part of the local authorities at Nejd, he recommended that the
commander of the survey vessel should be furnished by the Governor General
of Turkish Arabia with explicit written permission to land. This request, the
Political Agent, Turkish Arabia, was desired to move the Ottoman Government
to grant (letter No. 3263-P., dated 25rd September 1873).

139. The Turkish Governor General, Irak, was pleased to comply with
this request and directed Faiz Pasha
Mutasarrif and Commander of the Force
at Nejd (Hasa) to show proper respect and give necessary aid to the British
survey officers, as they had been authorised to land on the seashore simply for
the purposz of making a chart of the coast {Rudif Pasha's letter, dated 23rd
November 1873).
142, Thereafter the Schooner Consfance anea.rs to have made the survey
of the Katif coast unobstructed. In March
1674 its commander reporied that he was
there surveying the coast to the north and westward of the Turkish district.
In consequence of bad weather he had twice to put in for shelter under Ras
Tanurah on the Katif coast, but apparently no protest was raised against his
movements by the Turks.

Survey of the approaches of the Shat-el-Arab and the Bamishir, 1858-18g0.

141. In November 1888 Her Majesty’s Minister at Tehran proposed to the
Government of India that a survey should
be made of the Bamishir river from its
mouth to Muhammerah, to ascertain how far it could be used as an alternative
to the Shat-gl-Arab. As no vessel was immediately available Colonel Ross
visited the mouth of the Bamishir in December 1888 and made a rough survey
of the river.

Politieal A, March 1873, Nos, 377-387.

Politieal A., May 1873, Beos. 105205

Political A, August 1873, Nox 101112

Political A., Octobar 1873, Mas. 15864,

Politleal A, January 1874, Nos, 11-15.

Political A Apeil 1874, Nos. 195195

Secret E., January 188g, Nos. gi-11o.
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142. As to a complete survey of the river, the British Minister telegraphed
to the Viceroy on the znd January 1889 :—

“ A rough survey has been made locally. This will, I think, do for the present, as the
Governor of Arabistan is hostile and might make mischief. l"rcnr:lh have appointed (._l‘lﬂ.“»il_] at
Bushire. Queen has invited Shah to England. Russians still very active and might
make mischicf.”

143. In February 18go, the British Minister, at the instance of the Resident
at Bushire, proposed to the Government of
India that a survey of the Bamishir should
be made. The Shah had no objection to the proposal.

Sccret E., November 1800, Nes. 20-57.

144. A survey was made, with the sanction of the Secretary of State, of the
approaches of the Shat-el-Arab and the
Bamishir as a preliminary step to the
survey of the latter by R. I. M, ships the Lowrence and the Comet. The former
survey was completed in December 18go, and also an examination and
rough sketch was made by Lieutenant Dunn of the Bamishir river, which
established the fact that there was no prospect of obtaining a channel for ocean
steamers by that river. And as the Lowrence was required by the Resident
elsewhere, no further survey was made.

Secret ., Janeary 1Bg1, Mos. 35-45

145. The Turkish Government complained to the British Ambassador that
British gun-boats had been taking sound-
ings near the Fao fort without giving
revious notice to the local authorities. It was ascertained by the Resident at
f’iﬂghdnd that the operations complained of were connected with the recent
survey, but that no soundings had been taken within four miles of the fort,
except such as the ordinary practice of seamen would require for the safe navi-
gation of their vessels (despatch No. 42, dated 1ith March 1891, to the
Secretary of State).

Secret E., May 18ge, Nos. 87123,

146. Qur records from 1892 to 1899 are practically silent as to any survey
operations conducted in the Persian Gulf. As regards surveys since the year
1900, we must read Chapter IX of the Préeis on [nlernational Rivairy and
British Poucy.

C. C. Press, Somli. = Ko 1285 P, D.—=24 y06.=00,
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