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PREFACE.

There are three collections of Aurungzebe’s Letters.
First, the “Rfika’tit-i-Alanigiri,” 'or the “Kalin1:’1t-i-
'I‘aiyib:i.t,” collected and published by Inziyat Allzih, one
of his principal secretaries; second, the “Ra1;;i,im_i-
Karriim,“ by the son of another secretary Abdul Karim
Amir Khan; and third, the “ Dastfir-al-Amal Aghzihi,"
collected from various sources thirty-eight years after
the emperor’s death by a learned servant of Rajzi Ayzi
Mal under the Raja’s order. There is still another
collection bearing the name of the “ Adzib-i-Ala1ngiri,”
and comprising letters written by Aurungzebe to his
lather, his sons, and his oflicers.

These letters have no dates and have no order. I
have tried my best to assign dates to most of them.
But it is impossible to do so in the case of each and every
one of them, as some of them have no historical connection.
Most of the letters seem to have been written when
Aurungzebe was engaged in his great Deccan War
(l(i%53-17()7), especially during the latter period of the
war.

These letters generally depict Aurungzebe’s private
life. Occasionally they allude to minor historical events
which happened in his or in his {ather’s* time. They
exhibit Aurungzebe as a just, kind, and lenient king
and as a religious and devout Mohemadan. Again they
display his orthodoxy and fanaticism which brought ruin
to his house and empire after his death. In these letters
we find Aurungzebe giving advice to his sons about the
duties of a king,--how to govern the state by preserving
order and peace in the kingdom and by protecting the
person and property of the subjects. “ No person can be
more alive than Aurungzebe to the necessity of storing
the minds of princes. destined to rule nations, with
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useful knowledge. As they surpass others in power and
elevation, so ought they, he says, to be pre-eminent 111
wisdom and virtue'.”

These letters are full of many fine and instructive
passages from well-known Persian poets and thus afford
a proof oi Aurungzebe’s Persian scholarship. “He
(Aurungzebe) also discountenanced poets, who used to be
honoured and pensioned, and abolished the office and
salary of royal poet- It is even distinctly related that he
prohibited the composition and recitation of poetry; but
this extreme austerity must have been of very short
duration, for his own notes and letters are filled with
poetical quotations, and sometimes with extemporary
verses made by himself’.” “ He (Aurungzebe) is a very
elegant writer in prose, and has acquired proficiency in
versification, but he abstains from practising it'.” Many
Koranic verses are found in these letters. This proves that
he was well versed in the Koran which he had learnt by
heart. These letters were not meant for a literary purpose-
As the language is from a royal pen, the style of the
letters is generally polite. But at the same time, it is
sweet and simple and sometimes figurative. Again, a
large meaning is conveyed by a short sentence. Sometimes
the language is Indianised and many Indian words occur
in the epistles. The style is generally admirable-

“ His (Aurungzebe’s) prohibition of history was more
permanent; he not only discontinued the regular annals
of the empire, which had before been kept by a royal
historiographer, but so effectually put a stop to all record
of his transactions that from the eleventh year of his reign,
the course of events can only be traced through the means
of letters on business and of notes taken clandestinely by
private individuals“ (21 e. Khrifi Khan and others).
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Alamgii-(the Conqueror of the World) was a title
conferred on Aurungzebe (the Ornament of the Throne)
by his father Shah Jehan in order to pacify him when
he made head against him during his dangerous illness}
1657. When Aurungzebe ascended the throne he assumed
this title and styled himself as Alamgir (the First).
Aurungzebe is generally known by this name among his
co-religionists. It is not necessary to give here a life of
Aurungzebe as it can be read in any ordinary Indian
history.

The following books have been consulted :
1. The History of India as told by Its Own

Historians, Vol. VII, by Sir H. Elliot.
2. The History of India, by Elphinstone.
3. History of The Mahrattas, by Grant Duff.
4, Aurungzebe, Rulers of India Series, by Lane Pool.
5. Travels in the Mogul Empire, by Bernier.
6. Ain-i-Akbari, by Abnl Fazl. '
7. Mnntakhab-fil-Lubab, by Muhammad Hashim

Khafi Khan.
8. Ma’asiri Alamgiri, by Muhammad Stiqui Mosta’idd

Khan,

I. H. BILIMORIA.
AGIARI Srarsr, Bztmoaa.
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-'8Ruka’at=i=Hlam.Si i
OR

AURUNGZEBE’S LETTERS.
-W--M) - i(......_- ._..

INTRODUCTION?
I ii the name of God the Merciful, the Clement.

After praising‘ the King (God) whose kingdom is
immune from decline and fall and then praising the Refuge
of the \Vorld (Mahomet, the prophet of the moslenis), the
ring of whose servitude adorns the ears of all world-
conquering, throne-adorning and auspicious kings, it is not
hidden from the bright minds of appreciative wise men and
intelligent eloquent persons that in this work entitled
“Rukaflit-i-§laingiri” (Aurungzebe’s Letters) otherwise
styled “Kalimiit-i-Taiyibztt” (the Excellent Words), com-
prising the blessed lettersof the just king Abel Muzafiar
Muhudin Mahammad Aurung Bahiidur, the emperor of
India—niay God szinctify his toinl>-, the words “the eldest son
oisovereignty” (the heir-;ipp,irent) and “the happy son"
stand for the eldest prince sultan M:ili:imm:u.l iVlu.'iz7:-iiri,
otherwise known as Shah /<lZll"11BZtl1i'lf.illl',';.. and in some
letters the words “the happy son“ are also applicable to
sultan Nlalianiniad Alizaiii Shiih I3:ili:'idi'ir. The words “the

1. This illll'OLi\.1t.tlt)l1 is from the pen of the Pfifbltlll euinpilcr lii.i_\.tt
.’\ll.'ih Kli.u1. '

2. The Persians geiieiull» 4..Ul11mL'|‘lL(3 their uorlis with eulogies of
(iod and their prophet.

3,. Muaz/um wus not the eldest hut the t>L.L()l1Li sun. Sultan M.ili.imm.1d
B.th.1dur was the eldest son but he died in piisnn (I070) he-fore H1131;
letters were written. As Mah.iiniii.id lS.1li.idur \\.i-. rant liiiiig zit tlit time,
Muznz/J.ui 1.: u4tui'.ill_y .uidieisi.d -J, the eldvt sun in llii.-e litteis. Ll.

Let..sCI.
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unfriendly brother" are applied to [):i.rii. Sheknh, the eldest
brother of His Majesty (Aurungzebe). The words “ the
dear grandson" and “the brave grandson" are (respectively)
applicable to Mahammad Ma'az-fid-Din Baliiidur, the eldest
son of sun. Aiam B..i..itim- and to Mahammad Baas
Bakhta Bahiidfir, the eldest son of Sultan Mahaminad
A'azam Shah Bahiidfir. The words “ the grandsoii of high
dignity”refer to Mahammad Aziin-izid-Din Bahzidfir, the
second son of Shiih /ilam Bahadfir. The words “the pillar
of the kingdom", “the centre of affairs" and “that
sacrifice" are applied to Asad Khan, who after the
death oi Shiiyasta Klnin was made Anieer-ul-Umariifi (the
Grandee of the Grandees) of the court. The words “Khan
Firfiz Jang” (Victorious Khzin) refer to Gluizi-iid-Din Khan
Bahiidur Firiiz Jang. The words “Nasrat Jang” (victorious
in battle) mean Zfil Fil-;z~i,r Khan Bahiidnr Nasrat Jang.
The words “Mirzii. Bakhashi" (the grandee, the pay-
master) stand for Mirzii. Sadr-(id-Din Mahaniinad Khan
Safavi. The words “ meer iitesh“ (the master of ordnance)
are applicable to Tarbiat Khan. By the word “Hamid”
(the praiseworthy) is meant Hamid-iid-Din Khan Bahadur.

i. Sli.'iy:.1sta Khan. Aurung/.ebe’sniat’ernal uncle, died in 1094. Asad
.l§h.in was not, iiriiiiediately alter his death, honoured with this tiilc of
Amcer-iil-lliii.u.i, but later on, 1 (..,ll1 170.2. “The title A1’11t:(:'l"L1l-U1118.1‘-I,
which limit its iiieaiiiiig would seviii to he Jpplicgible tn gm, at ,i time,
seems to lizue been l\LlLl (iii .\l.l\.ii’s tinii) b_\ se\ ural peisuiis simulttuieousfs
lii the l’.i~lsli.lli N.lI1l€ll, linueiei, the use ol the title of J\1l1C€Y-tll-Ulllllfit
is restricted to the first li\iii;§ giaiitlec All .\l.irtl.in l§li.tn.” lt is said b\_
Beinier to be “the lirst and most l1ullUl.ll'J.l7lt3 title nl Hii1tlo'..taii". Cf.
Let. XCI.
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Letters addressed to Sultan Mahammad Muazzam,
Shah Alam Bahadur, the Crown Princefl

LETTER I.
Eldest son of sovereignty, happy son, Mahammad

Miiazzain, may God protect and save you. _ His Majesty,
having his abode in paradise (Shiih jehiin, Aurungzebe’s
father), hada great desire to conquer the provinces of
Balkh,Badakhshiin, Khoriisiin, and Hiriit which were the
ancient possessions.of our ancestorsfii. He often sent there
the royal forces under the command of Miiriid Bakhsha.3
. A :—- —— —~-—-—=—.__--w ~ -—- ' ' - '> —-- -- _... _ _ ... -. - -. _,-.--... ... ..- - In --u._ ‘-

i. Aurungzebe’s second son, born in 1643, of a Rajput princess. He
was sent by his father against Shivaji in order to arrest him, but was after-
wards recalled. Then he was appointed governor of the Deccan. I607. In
1686 he took Haiderahad. Afterwards he marched against Golconda, but
he made a ‘convention with the king, Abul Hasan, and communicated with
him. Aurungrebe \\ as displeased with him on this account and imprisoned
him, 1688 ; but released him five years later. In 1700 he was appointed
governor of Cabul. He was an obedient son and was generous and kind.
Most of the seven letters addressed to'this prince seem to have been written
between 1700 and 1707 when he was viccroy of Cabul. In 1684 he was
honoured with the title of Shah Alam Bahadiir. After the death of his
father he ascended the throne under the name of Bahadur Shah (the First)
in 1707 and ruled for five years. He was a wise and able ruler. Had he
lived longer his reign would have been accounted prosperous and illustrious,
During his rule the Sikhs were subjected to much persecution. it was also
in his reign that Nizam-ul-1‘.lulk, the founder of the dynasty of the Nizams
of the Deccan, and Sa’;idat Ali Khan, the ancestor oi the nabobs of Oude,
came into prominence. He died in I712.

I

2. Provinces in Persia and Afghanistan conquered by Timur and
Babar. Balkh was the cradle of the Zoroastriaii religion and a great Capital
of some of the ancient Persian kings. Badaklisliaii is known for its ruby
mines. Hirat is the gate of India and was many times besieged by the
Persians. .

3. Younger brother of Aurungzebe, is ho was sent by Shah Jehan to
assist Ali Mardan Khan in Balkh. He returned to Delhi without the emper-
or’s leave and was consequently disgraced. 1644. He was replaced by his
brother Aurungzebe who retreated with great loss. 16 |7. Then Murad was
appointed viceroy of Gujarat. When his father fell ill he joined his brother
Aurungzebe and defeated Raja Jasvant Singh and Dara successively. I657.
Afterwards he was imprisoned (1658) by uAnrn;;'1ebe at Gwalior where he
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Most of the provinces were conquered; but owing to
impatience, that unfortunate man (Mi'ir:i.d) returned (to the
capital) without having been recalled by His Majesty and
thereby lost the favour of the people and the grandees of
those provinces. The kingdoms conquered ‘and possessed
were lost ; and money was wasted on them. It is for this
reason that it is said that “ A daughter is better than an
unworthy son”. Attend to this (verse) that “ If a father is
unable to finish a work, the son must carry it out to
completion". This mortal creature (Aurungzehe) has a
wish which is still unfulfilled. It was the desire of Shiih
iehiin that I should send a grandson of His l\’[aiesty’s to
those districts with a grand army and sufficient equipment.
\Vhat more can I do F Wlieii you were here, I had insisted
upon you to take Kandahi'i.r ;* but you have not conquered
it. \Vhat of other cases, then,? Evidently you have not
done the work entrusted to you by me. One who pro-
fesses to know a thing must know it fully. This my
perishable life is now like the sun (setting) on the top of a
mountain. \Vhat does it concern me if I have these pro-
vinces or not? How will you shew your face to your rivals
in this world and to the Holy, High, and Exalted God in
the next world P

\\ as muidercd in 1661. The date of his death is found from the following
Persian \¢r~.c: “ J1\a :'a_\'i' .' Im hm Imliuiu/1 Liisliluiid ” (Alas ! he was killed
on a pretext). lle “as xery braxe, but much addicted to drinking and at
the same time foolish in politics. khali Khan talls him .1 simplcton,

4. Auruiig/cbt “as sent to l{andahar hv his fatlier to conquer it; but
liming failed to do so he ietuincd tn l.)t_:llll. I619. i\urun;_;2e-be tried to
reciner l\.md.ili.ir a setoiid time, but _a;;ain he failed. 1652. The great
Akbar uicsted l\and.ih.ir from the Persiaiis. Shah Abbas took the cit_\ from
Jeliangii. lt fell to Shah lihan thiougli the iI‘C.\£l\01'\. of .\li Merdan Khan.
it \\.1s again 1%.-~;t~;;t-ti and taptuied by the son of Shah Abbas, and after-
xvards twice unsuccessfully attatked by Shah Jehari.

“ The wise of antient times considered Kabul and Kandahar as the t\\ in
"ates of llindiistan, the one leailing to Tiiikestan and the other to Persia.II

The custodv of these liigliiuixs \t3Cl1X8Li India from foreign invaders, and thev
are likeuise the appropriate portals to foreign travel.”

.\lTl"i-¢AkbaTlo CL Idett I\7v
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LETTER II.‘

Happy son, Mahammad Miiazzam, may God protect
and save you. I came to know from the representation of
a disinterested person that this year you observed the
Nowroz‘-5 festival in the manner of the (present) Persians".
By God’s grace, keep your faith firm. From whom have
you adopted this heretical innovation? Evidently you have
been instructed by that Arab who lays claim to the title of
Sai_vad,‘* (but) who is the cause of disgrace to some good
persons (the Saiyads). Anyhow this is a festivity of the

---— '"_ . I------W." w__, 1 ' ' ---— -- —~ ~—_— _ __—— —_:...__——_ —————__ ' . ' -—- *"-_" rs" :3: -u-~----:'_~— ' — __-we -_ T

1. This letter proves Aurungzebe’s bigotry and fanaticism.

2. Literally, the new day (Pers.) It is a Persian festival introduced by
Jamsliid, one of the ancient kings of Persia, and observed on the day when
he came to the throne, namely the day on wliicli' the sun enters the Aries
(zist of March), It is still observed by the modern Persians and the Afghans
with great pomp and enthusiasin and is the commencement of their poli-
tical year. This festival was introduced into India by Akbar; but was
afterwards abolished hv the ‘ religious’ Aurungaebe (1659). The reckoning
of the solar year \\ as adopted by Akbar for political purposes ; but
Aurung/.ebe did away with it and introduced the old lunar year of the
prophet Mahomet. This festival is still observed in India by the present
l’arsis and by the Sl1l3_]6Ct§ iii II. H. the Niram. Khafikhan says, “ The
Nowror festival is observed by the Parsis (Majusis) ‘of Kerinan (a province
in Persia) and of the harbourpf Surat.” “ H.l\f. (Akabar) enquires into the
excellent customs of past ages, and without looking to the men of the past
in particular, he takes up that which is proper, though he have to pay a
high price for it. He bestows his fostering care upon iifen of various
classes, and seeks for occasions to make presents. Thus when H. M. was
informed of the feast of Jamshid, and the festivals of the Parsi priests, he
adopted them, and used them as opportunities of conferring benefits. It
(the new yeai-’s day feast) commences on the day when the sun in his
splendour moves to Aries, and lasts till the nineteenth day of the month
(liarwardin, a Parsi month). Two days of this period are considered great
festivals, when much money and numerous other things are given away as
presents, the first day of the month of Farwardin, and the nineteenth, which
is the time of the Sharaf.”—-Am-i-/lkabari.

3. Thev are Shiahs while Aurungzebe was a strict orthodox Sunni.

4. A descendent of the prophet Mahomet.
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Majfisisfi According to the belief of the infidel Hindus it
is the coronation day of the accursed Vikranuijit“ and the
commencement of a Hindu era. Henceforward you should
not observe it and repeat such folly. (Verse) “I have
advised you often; but none of you (my sons) have
searched after secrets”. Iseek forgiveness from God, my
Lord, for every sin that I have committed ; and I turn to
Him (in repentance).

LETTER III.
Eldest son of sovereignty, I came to read your letter

(requesting me) to confer an additional honour upon your
fourth son,‘ for whom you seem to have the greatest
affection. It is impossible to bestow such a favour upon a
younger brother in supersession to an elder one. (Again)
it is strange that considering you are indifferent towards
your family, you could have such affection for vour son.
Anyhow (verse) “May you live long because this (i.c. the
fact of your favouring and loving your younger son instead
of loving your whole family) is sufficient-" In order to
please you I will pay attention to this request of yours in
another way. 1! '

an--‘Q 4-__~¢~--—_-_»-a-_ -- ....- -- _; ~;_;__ ——~ ;~_-~—_ ———_-._____ ...... .....-—_ _ .— ; — — — _——_—-. -»; ~~ —_~_ --~; _ ,1, __— — -7 — — — ____ 1

I

5. Magis, the ancient Persians and the forefathers of the present
Parsis in India were known by this name by the Arabs. It is said to be an
Arabic corruption of the Avestic ‘Mazdasmans’, those who believe in
‘ Mazda’ (the \\ ise God). The English words ‘ magic’, ‘ magician’ &c. are
derh ed from this word.

6. Vikram the Invincible, a Hindu prince of the Andhra dynasty of
Malxva who ruled at Ujjain. He was a philanthropic, popular and
enlightened ruler and a great patron of literature. Kalitlas, the author of
Salcuntala, flourished in his reign. He defeated the Scythians in the battle
ofKal1ror and founded a Hindu era (B.C. 56), known as Vikramajit
Sarnvat which is still current in Northern India. The era current in the
Deccan is called Salihvan Saka era (A.D.78), named after Salihvan, a
Hindu king of the Deccan. There flourished many kings bearing the name
of Yilrram. -

1. Rafi-ul-Kadr or Rafi-ush-Shan, born in 167:.
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LETTER IV.

Eldest son of sovereignty, Icaiiie to know that you
disregard the soldiers and care more for the highly paid
servants. It seems that you intend going to Kandahii.r.1
May the grace of God be with you. I3utI could not
understand your request about returning to the capital of
Liihore.” I degraded Niisir Khan" to‘ Piin-Sadi* and I
dismissed that Hindu councillor from (my) service. (Verse)
“ Other persons act wrongfully because we shew them so
much favour.”

LETTER V. '
Eldest son’ of sovereignty, why have you displeased

Ifateh Alliih Kliiin‘ notwithstanding his good nature P When
_-.- __ - .._---. .—.—__ _ _ ——_»~-=+= -._.-___ _ _.-. -...___ Hm — _ _--— _—.--.- _..=._~._ — _ _ ; "1-¢-_ : ' _ ' -1~;;.....-4n--c~-_.-.,- ---Q-_-..’--.---n ‘-

1. Cf. Let. i.
2. The chief toun of the Punjab

3, Abu Nasir Khan, .i nobleman of Aurungzebe. The mosque of
Jajiizigar, in Orissa, “as huilt by him in 1087. Before 1090 lie was
govirnor of Cashmere. In 1(i97lie was appointed governor of Lahore.
Cf. Let. CIX.

4. A title given by the Mogul L.1HpU!‘Ol'.‘i to .1 ,'_[C1lL‘l.ll holding coiiiinaiid
of jive IHL'Illfl".'(f, who was called a ‘ iiiansabdar.’ \\"lien .1 geiieral offended his
master he was degraded from his post to a lo“ er one. Cf. Let. XVI.

i. This letter is an instance of iliiiiiiiqzelnfs habit of self cnlogs.

z. A xeiy hr.i\e soldier of Turan in lllt arm\ of .\iiiuii;E¢i.l\e. Kliafi
Ishaii, the historian, s.i)s that he had no ri\.il in lii.iii:rv and calls him'.1
lion in battle’. In 1700 he was sent against the Malii.itt.is and took part
in the scigc of f~iatt.ira. In 1702 he xi as given the title of ‘ Baliadur’. In
the same year he was sent along with Balireiiiaiid Khan to take the
fortress of Chandan Mandan which shortly surrendered to the iiiiperial army.
In 1703 he tool. an active part iii the scigc of Klitlna. After the i..iptiii'e
of Khclnu. ([703) he was entitled ‘.»\l.inigiri’ as he displayed much braiery
in taking the fortress. In the same year he was appointed to a post in
Cabul where he was sent to Mua/./am in 1704. But as he could not
agree with the prince he stayed in the I’un3.ib. After Aurung/eb’sdeatli,
the prince asked for his help against his biotheis; but the Khan could
not help him. Cf. Let. CIV. I-Icre Aururig/ebe seems to display faith and
trust in his geiieralu.
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Iwas a princel used to treat the nobles in such a way
that all were pleased and whether present or absent
praised me much. Nay, notwithstanding the merit and
dignity of the unfriendly brother“ some of them deserted him
and entered my service.4 I closed my eyes upon some of
them, who, at the instigation of the unfriendly brother,
practised unworthy actions and used abusive words. For
the sake of justice they admitted my patience and endur-
ance. And the impression of my generalship and bravery"
was made upon the tablet of the noble heart of His Holy
lllajesty (Shah ]eh:Ln). Difficult acts were performed by
..__.- ______ _— —- ——— .-:==—__ : -- _———-»— -- .-_... _~ __ 7 -._ .__ __ . _ - _ _____.,_,___:, ,,,,.________ _ W ._s_, .__,_. .__ _ ,___.,. .._.. -

3. i.c. Dara Shekuh, Buland Ikbal, 1\urungz.ebe’s eldest brother. He
laid seige to Kandahar I.U’lbt1CC8b5fl.1ll_§- 1653. During his father's illness
(I057) lie carried on the government. IIe defeated Shuia, l\1S bffltlle 1'
near Beiiaras bv seiieliiig an ariiiv under his son Soliman. He was defeated
by the eonibined armies of Muiad and .\iii-tin;/ebe at Fateliabatl
(baiiiiigarli) near the Chaiiibal, through the iiiistake of disinounting from
his elephant at the request of the treaelierous Khalil Allah when ever)-
thiiig was in his ‘favour. 1658. Then he was pursued by .\uruiig/ebe.
During his flight to Gujarat (near Ahiiiedabad), Bernier, the French
traveller and P11} sieiaii to Aurung/ebe, happened to meet Dara and sta}ed
with him for three days. At last Dara was treaeherously handed over to
.‘\uruiig/.ebe by Malik Jivaii, the wretched prince oi Jun, in Siiide, at
whose plaee lie was his guest. After a Il1OCh trial \urung/ebe put hiiii
to a horiible death iii 1059. He “as a free tlllllldfl‘ and of tolerant
views like the great ‘\l.bar. Had he eonie to the thi-one he would haw.
proved :1 seeorid i\l.b.ir and the historv of India \\0uld haxc been quite
"different. lie was polite and extieiiielv liberal: but at the saiiie time
proud. l.ll's iiiiiid liad a poetic and philosopliie teiideiie}. llis poetieal
name \\as‘l\'adiii’. He got tiaiislated iioiii Saiishrit into Persiaii the
l_‘panishads, the pliilosophical appendices of the \edas, espe.iall_vof the
Atliar\.i Veda. .\iiriing/e-be ealls hiiii ever» \\ here iii these letters ‘ uiiiriendb
biothei', because he \\as Jealous of his power and did not like liiiii as bLlD_Lf_
8 free thiiikei and Sliiali. lxhali Khan calls him ‘unfortunate’. Ile had
two sons, boliiiian Slielculi and Sipher bliekuli, both of \\ll0lll were impri-
soiled bx \iiiiiii_-Q/else {Q1 like

4. \lter1l.iia’s defeat at Saiiiug_arli many nobles, sueli as, liaia _]as\.int
Siiigli, Riija jai Singh, Sll.l.)lblId Khan and others deserted l).ir.i and _]OlI'lL'Ll
Aui ungizebe.

5. \urung1ebe displa} ed his l)l.|\C1_\ iiid generalwliip at lialleli and it
l{.-ridaliar wheii he uas a priiiee tlioii_;;li he \\.is loreed to retie-at.

, I
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the strength of the arin of this weak ant“. You have
broken the heart of Fateh Alliili Kliiiii, a soldier, brave and
useful in all affairs, who would have been useful to you in
important "matters (after ine).7 (Verse) “ What benefit is
there if you give a thousand gems and jewels but at the
same time break the inward gem (i e. the heart) of a person 2'”
Done is done and cannot be undone. It will be better if
you win his heart; and it will be more advantageous to
you for putting your affairs in order. (Couplet) “I advise
you, listen to the advice, don't evade it. Listen to the
advice given by a kind counsellor". The sooner the
better. Peace be upon those who follow the right path.

c-a-sari-Q.-p-.---p--a

' 1686. LETTER VI.
Happy son, Mahammad Muazzam, may God protect

and save you. I came to know from a letter of a dear
friend that you attend the court with a saffron-like (yellow)
turban on your head and ‘palviini" robe on your body.
You have reached the age of forty-six. Bravo ! With this
(white) beard you put on a gaudy dress.

I704. LETTER V11‘.
Eldest son of sovereignty, I have despatehed MiZina’aiii

Klldillz to you so that he may deliver my message soon to
ti, I.c. \Ul'l.1!'IgZ¢lJCl1llL1fi¢lf. Here \Ll1'l.t!1gl.CbC'oCCI1'th to shew humility.
7. Patch Allah Khan did not help the prince zigainst his brothers after

his father's death. .
1. A lurid of sillten cloth (.1 llindtistani uord),
1. This letter seems to have been \V1'lllCt1 some lwo or three years before

Aurungzcbes death at .\liin:idnag.ii iii the Deccan. Cl Lei. LXXII and
Cf. LXXIII. Again Ci. Let. XX, XLIV and C.\\'ll. This letter has not been
mentioned by hlpliinstoiie iii his historv.

.2. A nobleman in Auruiii;1ebc's couit. He took part in the iieige of
Khelna. 1703, In the same year he was iippoiiiled rniiii-iter of Lahore. in
1704 he was made minister to l‘iinee .\lu.irzaiii of Cabal. lifter Auruiig-
Lebe's death, he helped the priiiee iii uettiiig; the ilireiic for him. llc was
appointed vizier by the priiiee “\’\llt'l\ he came to the thioiie and was
honoured with the title ol lfhaii l:li3ii..4It. I’/'u;'. 11- died ll! iyio. ll-:
was 3. 5-ufi and wrote .2 boot; ealled ‘.'Ll .l1ain.ya'. Kl ~‘v i.Ii* i, the his-
tori/an, describes him as ‘... \ery sole iii--ii oi business.‘
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you. I am not conscious of inysell. (I do not know) who
I am and where I go and what will happen to this sinner,
full of sins. Now I will say good bye to every one in this
world and will entrust every one to the care of God. My
famous and auspicious sons should not quarrel among
themselves and allow gt general massacre of the people
who are the servants of God (after my dearh)3. May God.
the changer of hearts, make His grace for the protection ol
the people who are His deposits (in this world) and His
wonderful creatures. the light for the path of the kings (i.e.
may God make the kings protect their subjects)‘-*.

O
_,.-....--_---- U‘--. Q _ .. .._. _ _ -- _.-...¢ - _ ._. _._..

3. This advice was not carried out by Aurungzebe"s sons, as is PTOVCL
by the fratricidal war that broke out in the empire alter Aurung/.ebe’s death

4. This shows that Aurnng/.ebe greatly loved his subjects and wisliei
their welfare. Ile tried his best to keep thcm in peace and prosperity. Ii

at letter to Shah Jehan quoted by Khali Khan in llh history, Auiungzebi
says, “ Sovereignty signifies protection of the people, not self indulgenci
andlibertiriisin". Bernier, the French doctor‘ who spent eight years a
Aurungzebe's court, quotes some lines from Aurungzebe’s lcttcr addressee
to his captive lather. “He is the truly great king who makes it the cliie
business of his life to govern his subjects with equiiy”. Again Bernie
says: “ I (Aurungzebe) was sent into the world by Providence to live anc
labour, not for myself but for others.” Again he says: “ The obligatior
imposed upon asovereign, in seasons ol difliculty and danger, to haaarc
his life, and, if necessary, to die sword in hand, in delence of the PCOPll
committed to his care.”
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Letters addressed to
Prince Mahammad A'azam Shah Bihadurl.

LETTER VIII.
Exalted son, I am much pleased with riding the ambling

horse? which you sent to me this time. The horse reminds
me of the sympathy felt for the old father by the fortunate
son. Owing to great joy I have named him ‘ Khfiiih-
Khariiin’ (walking smartly). As you are perfectly skilled in
finding out an appropriate name for everything, (I, hope)
you will give an appropriate name to each of my favourite
horses and then write to me about it. A list of these
horses along with the details of their colour and breed will
be (shortly) supplied to you by the head groom. '

LETTER IX.
Exalted son, lwas innch pleased with the ‘diili'1 of

'__~—:—— _ --v-—_~_:_____ ~_:__ -a-~_ _ ~—;_.__-pa-J::—;:_1._ __.:|-|n~:_—-*:__:::'1i'_,__ _* —_=;=-__—__ ::_- ~_—es-i lulu-\::_ - -a.-~ .-.---is - ~<--_- --.. _ _

I. .\urung"/.ebc.'s third son, born in 1653. llu unis sent against Shivaji ;
but ‘IEUIULI. He took part in the l.ist siege of Bi_|:ipur and of Golconda.
llc also took an ilk.-Il\(.‘ part in the scige of l’.irn.il.i vthich he captured. Iii
1670 he was made governor of l\’lnlmn, and in 1081, governor of the Punjab,
In 1703 he “as appoiiitcd governor of (injurat, and in I705, governor of
Malwa. Alter the death of his father he led an army against Muazzam,
his elder brother; but was defeated and slain near Agra. I708. He was
the favourite son oi his father (Cf. Let. XXIX). Kliafi Khan says that .A'azam
considered himself hen-apparent to the throne. lle was very jealous of his
brothers, especially of Muazzani. Auriingzebe says ip his last will, “Let
all the king’s servants be true and faithful to Maharnmad A'aztam Shah".
Many of the letters to him seem to have been addressed when he was viceroy
‘of Gujarat (1703-1705).

2. “ In this place (the great royal square at Sh.ili-jehtin-Abzid') also at
the break of day they exercise the royal horses, which are kept in a
spacious stable not far distant; and here the kohat-kl-i.in, or grand muster
master of the cavalrv, examines carefully the horses of those who have been
received into the service. If they are found to be Turkish horses, that is
from Tnrkestan or Tartary, and of a proper size and adequate strength,
they are branded on the thigh with the king's mark, and with the mark of
the Umarzih under whom the horseman is enlisted". Hernia.

I. An Indian word for a basket, its Persian equivalent being ‘rabid’.
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mangoes? sent by you to the old father. You have requesti
me to suggest names for the unknowii mangoes. When yi
yourself are very clever, why do you give trouble to (you
old father? However I have named them ‘ Sifidhsi.--ras’ ai
" Rasnéi-vilais’”.

LETTER X. .
Exalted son, I remember the savour of your ‘khich adi

and ‘ biry:'i,ni’2 during the winter. Truly, the ‘ kabfili
cooked by Islam Klizin does not surpass them (in point
relish and savour). I wanted to have from you (in n
service) Salimiin, who cooks ‘ biryiini’ ; but you did n
allow him to serve me as my cook. If you happen to find
pupil of his, skilful in the art of cookery, you will send hi
to me. However, happy is the day when you come, ea

I
_ __ ___ _ __ _ .,_,. 7 __ »~~~7 _,, __~_________,___.,_.___,.,,..‘.. ......-.- _.~~ _ __.. .__-, r_ -. — _ __ —_--

2. “ Ambas, or mangoes, are in season during two summer montl
and are plentiful and cheap; but those grown at Delhi are indifferei
The best come from Bengal, Golconda and Goa; and these are inde
escellcnt, yielding to no sweetmc-at in flavour and lusciousness”. Berni
“This lrnil is iiniivalled in colour, smell, and taste. In shape it resembles
apricot, or a quince, or .1 pent, or a melon, and weighs ew en one seer (1
rind upwards. There aregreen, yellow, red, variegated, sweet, and subac
mangoes. i\I.in1_foes are to he found C\L‘l'\’\\'I'lCl'C in India, especially,
Bengal, (iujiml, I\lal\i:i, Khandesh, .ind the Deccan.” Ain-i-Akba
In the time of Alcbnr 100 mangoes were worth nearlv 40 d.

3. Sanskrit names given to two kinds of inangoes.'.*'.‘ins. ‘ Sfidhzi ~nect
and ‘ms’ —iiiice; i.r. as sweet as nectar. Hans. ‘Rasna’ lthe tongue ai
‘vilas’ ple.isui-e: i 0. relishable to the paliitc-. Here .\urungz<.be SIIC1
his lmovilcdge of Sanskrit.

1. Rice iiiised \\ith pulse and cooked, an Indian word. “ Khicha
is it mess of leguiiiinoiis plants, the igencml food of the common people
llernier. lle further s.i\s it xias ‘a IIl\Ul.1l"1lE dish of Shah Jehan'. Elsewhc
he says it is ‘ a mess of iice and other xegetables, over which, when boile
they pour melted biittei’. Its ingredients are: rice, split dal (pulse), sgi
.ind ghee (melted biitieri. In .\kb.ir's time it was also called ‘sufiyanali’.

.3. An Indian \\ oid for roasted meat.

3. Another Illtlldll word for a liind of food piepai-ed of rice ai
beans. Ingicdients.i-ice, m_eat, glicr, grani, onions, salt, fiesh gingi
Cihnaliiini, &t.
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and make others eat. (Couplet) “ Happy is the day and
happy is the time when a friend enjoys the company of
(another) friend.”* (Couplet) “ The desire (for eating)
has not entirely left me; (though) blackness has departed
from (my) hair, it has not ‘departed from (my) face” (i.e.
thoughl have become old, I have not yet given up my
former habit of indulging in the pleasures of the palate).~"

109:. LETTER XI.
Exalted son, may God be praised that the grandson

Bahridfirl has become brave and day by day his fortune is
being improved, _voii should not be careless in training
your son Iialltitlfirz. If he can, in the province of Malwiia
he will get a victory over the Senii.pati* and (then) punish
the Jtits-"'. Ihave issued an order that the great Rajput

0- 7 —— -....-'.__ ,_¢ _; — _- ~ V--»-_—_ _—_—_?___;, '_— ;~~- ___ _____ ;;— _-~ _—-_ f"':;;'r=!-... ' ""___i V ' is V — 7'1 —— — — ——— — — — —

40 CL Let.

5. This letter and the preceding one shew Aurungzebe’s great likeness
for delicacies in his youth as well as in his old age. This proves that
generally his manner of living was not simple. Cf. Let. XXI, LVII, CXVII.

1. The eldest son of A’.i1am. Cf. Let. LXXVI.
2. Ct’. Let. LXXXV. _
3. A province to the east of Gujarét, once governed by the Hindu

kings Vikramzijit and Bhoj, their capital being at Ilnan, and subsequently
by Mohemadan kings, their capital being at Mundoo. Its chief produce is
opium.

4. A Sanskrit word for a general, or a chief commander of an army.
Sans. ‘Sena’-:--an army and ‘pati’--~a chief. Its Persian equivalent is
‘ Sui-nobut.'

5. A warlike Hindu tribe of Rajputzini. They defended the well-
known fort of Bharatpur eighteen times against the English. They belong
to the Sfidra class found near Agrzi. They first came into prominence, as a
nation, during Aurungzebeks time. They dared to attack the rear of the
imperial army. During Aurungzebe’s expedition to the Deccan they first
came into notice as :1 gang of banditti, under Churiman. They rebelled
near Akabarabad in 1692 and killed Agliar Khan who was returning
from Cabul to the Emperor. Khan Jehan Bahadur Kokaltash who had been
sent against them could not subdue them. He was recalled and prince
Mahammad Bidar Bakhta was sent against them. ii
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prince Riijé. Basan Singli liachavii“ should join him a
that the fort-keeper of Akabarébéidl should provide h
with artillery“ and other baggage necessary for war. Y
should go to the mouth of the Nurbaddii", and then by 1
way to the right you should reach Isliimtibiid, otherw
known as Mathiirail" (in order to join your son).

yr-nunJ_nniiI—n--Z-in-It

LETTER XII].
Blessed son, His Most Exalted Majesty‘-’ used to s:

\_.,,,.-.......-.._......_... ..--.__... .....- _.._ s..- .. -..-. .. ......-._.... _.. __.. -_..__.___._. ..... .......__.___._._._..._.._... _ .._.....-_.... ......_.........--..._-

6. A Hindu Raja of Ambhar or Ameir, son of Rim Singli and fa
of Mirza. Raja Jai Singh Sewai. He died about 1693. liachava was
title of the Rajas of Ambliar or Iaipur who were related to Akbar
Jehangir. Raja Bhagwiinchis and Raja M.‘insingli nl Akhar’s time_belon
to this clan.

7. Acity near Agra. Lit. the citv of Akbar. it was the ncu A;
Ct. Let. XCI.

8. “ The artillery is of two sorts, the lieavy and the light, or, as I
call the latter, the artillery of the stirrup. The hear v artillery did not
ways follow the king. llut the light aitillcry is ziluavs intended to be
the lring's person, and on that account takes the name of artillery of the stir
There are artillerymen who receive great pay, i.e. Rs. :00 :i month; p:
cularly all the Eiiiopeans ; but now the king admits them with diff-ic
into the service, and limits their pay to thirty-two rupees." Beri
“ The imperial arsenal contains manufactured, purchased, and presen
guns. Each of theiri is either long, or short; and l'll(.'§(.‘ are again subdiii
into plain,.c0loured, and hammered guns." Ain-i-Akbari.

9. A river, in Malwa and in Gujarat, taking It‘. rise from the Vind
chals, and falling into the gulf of Cambay. It is very deep and stormy
is regarded sacred by the Hindus. The C1i_\ of Rroach stands on this ri
It literally means in Sanskrit ‘ giving pleasure’ (Narmada).

10. Muttra, a ton ii in the north of India, possessing a famous Hi
shrine, once plundered by Mahmud of Ghaiiani. It was the l)ittl1plZlCt
Krishna and is sacred to the Hindus. Its sweet halls are u ell known.
was changed into Islamabad (Citv of Islam) bv Auriiiigzebe \\ hen he desti
ed the temple thereof. 1669. Cf. ?\laCliir.'i, ‘ Southern Matliiir:\,' a ti
in the Karnatic, in the Qouth of India.

I. This letter gl\'€2-'5 us ii detailed account of how Shah Jehan used
pass his time. Cf. the Ain-i-.\l<b:iri (hook I, .iiii 72) \\ here Abul F37l dcscr
how Akbar usel to pass his time.

2. I. e. Shah Jehan, father of ..\t1l't1l1g.?'&l\C‘,. his original name bl
Khurram. Ile was the third sun of .lelianq~ir, horn at Lahore in 11
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“ Hunting is the business of idle persons. It is very
reprehensible for one to be absorbed in worldly affairs, and
to disregard religious matters. Because this world is as a
field in relation to the next world (i. e. as you sow so
shall you reap)". It is said of His Majesty (Shah Jehaii)
that he used to get up cheerfully at four o'clock“ in the
morning; (then) he performed ablutioii at the ‘ .’ibshii.r-i-
Taufeek’*= and engaged himself in reciting the daily portions
of prayer. Before daybreak, after the cry of the ‘Mi'1azzin’,5
he said the morning prayer in the company of learned men.
Then he went to the ‘ _[liari1kl*ii'i-i-Darshaif“ and favoured

During his l.ithei’s time wlieii he was viccroy of the Deccan he rebelled
against his father. He caiiie to the throne of Delhi in 1027 alter the death
of his father. lie was I1 “I50, able, and popular emperor of Delhi and
was the inost iiizigiiilicent prince that ever ruled at Delhi. liis reign was
peaceful (except for the rebellion of Klian Jehaii Lodi) and prosperous. He
was dethroned and imprisoned by his sun, Aurung/.ebe (1653), and died in
prison at Agni in 1006. The date of his death iriay be found from the fol-
lowing two Persiaii phrase-.: “ hhah ]eh.iii kaid vaf.it" (i.v. Shah Jgligfl,
died) and “ RF12.l i\ll.ili" (i. e. (iod’~.. \\l§il'1). _ lle is chiefly remembered for
the T.ij Malial and the l’e.icock Throne. He was the founder of .‘ihahjehan-
abad, the new Delhi. The massacre of the Portuguese in Bengal is a stain
on his cliaracter. lle “as called ‘ Sahib Kiiiuiii-i-.S.irii,’ the Second Tamerlane,
because he \\ as born like Timur when Jupiter and Venus were ‘ in the same
house.’ After the de..tli of .\h.ih _leh.in (H160) \uiuiigi;t.l'ie used to write
‘Aalli llazarat’ (llis l\la3est\) for his father in his letters and he ordered all
lHS officers to use this title for his deceased f.itlier. Nut a single letter
addressed bx \uruii;;/.ebe to his father is iiieiitioiied in llih collection.
lihali Khan iiieiitions iltlC..t*il\0I1lt. three letters .iddre~»~.u.il to hliali Johan.
Aurungisebe \\’.l'> Lind and respectful to his L.l.pil\'C Lithei.

3. The word ‘1_;li.iii’, used iii the lersnin text, is an lridi.iii,tei'iii. It
ineans a. iiieasure ul time, water, Bic. it is neatly equiialeiit to half -in
hour. Uiic ‘;_;h.iri' iii.ihe~ tuenty-four ininiites. Cf. the Indian uord
‘gha-.li.il' or ‘;_-_'li:iii.il', iiieaning a gfIll'_[..l.l1Ll then .i uatch Or a clock,
derived froiii ‘ ghaii’ or ‘§;h.idi'.

4. Lit. ‘Wateifall of brute,’ ii.iirie of .i fountain in Sliali Jeh.in's
palate, used for purposes ol abliftion.

5. A Moheiiiadan public uier who calls people to piayei in ii iiiusque.
It comes from Ar. ‘.\’u/..in’, to call oi lu invite.

6. A Imlimiv, or an ample ()pt'l1 niiidmi. below \l’l1lLll people used tn
assemble in the nioriiiiig '0 sci the he’ of _tl'){"l[ <mpmgi-, 11 1, 51.1] 191;;
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the ‘ darshanié.ns"‘ with the» blessed sight of‘ his auspicious
face. At about ten o'clock he went to the ‘ Divan-i-Aam'8
(in order to hold a public audience). In this assembly all
officers bowed down to and saluted the emperor. The
ministers and the treasurers represented to His Majesty
the arrangements made for the crown servants, the facts
about their good services, and the loyalty of inspectors,
police oflicers, supervisors and district ofiicers ; fulfilled the

_,,,,_, __,__,_.__ _ ..,.__._,,.,. 4. ,.._ _ ._.._._. ......-........- ...... ...- ... --~- V ..:-~-— _,—-...,~- _' 1--.<-—------a--as — — r ...—-w------4----—--—

seen at Delhi. The Mogul emperors used to sit on the balcony once or
twice a day in order to convince their subjects that they were alive
Many devoted Hindus used to take their food in the morning after seeing
the royal face. From the eleventh vear Aurungrebe ceased sitting at the
Jharuliha, which {aced the Jainna, and forbade the assembling of the
crowd beneath it only through his religious ideas. 1668. ‘Jhiirukha’ or
‘Jharuka’ is an Indian word for a b.ilcony or ti terrace. ‘Dcirslian’ is a
Sanskrit word, derived from ‘drash’, to see; hence it originally means
‘seeing’. Then it means ‘meeting a great person and seeing his face’. it
is also a religious teiin among the llindus who apply it to going into a
temple to ace the idol and worship it.

7. Those who assembled to see the royal face. Cl. ii. 6. Supra.

8. One of the two places in the palace ot the Mogul emperors.

It was 21 large hall for the public audience. Uppo. ‘Divziii-i-Khais,:
used by the nobles only. These two halls are still to be seen at Delhi.
Bernier gives a. very line description of them. He says: “I must not forget
the ‘.\aiii-o-Klicis,’ to which you at length arrive, after passiiig the
places just mentioned. This is really a noble edifice; it consists
ofalarge square court of arcades, not unlike our l’la-..e Royal, with
this difference, liotvcver, that the arcades of the ‘ Xaiii-o-Klias’ have no
buildings U\Cf them. liach ziiccitleis separatetl by .i \\.ill, yet iii such a
manner that there is a small doui to pass from one to the other. Over the
grand gate, situated in the middle of one side of this court, is .i ccipucious
' Dnzin,’ (iaiscd phicel quite open on the side of the court, called ‘ Ndktil
Klniiieli. (Ci. Let. X.‘\I\ Ill. ln this place which thence deriies its name are
ltept the truinpcts, or rather the hauthoys and tynibcils, \\lUCll play in concert
at certain liouis ol the day and night (Cl. llindu ‘Clio-gadias’). To the
ears of a Europe.in recently arrivetl, this inusit sounds \&I‘\' strangely, for
there are ten or l.\\‘t.‘iH2 l\3!.1ibO} s, and as iiiziiiy tymbals, \\l1lCh play
together. Due of the hautboys, called ‘ k.irn:i'. is .i fathom and a hall in
leii;;th,andits lower aperture cannot be lcss than a lreiich toot. You
m:1\' iiiclge, therefore, oi the roaring sound which issues from the ‘ Nalrar
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desires of every one and encouraged others. After the
usual inspection of the imperial horses and elephants, at
eleven o'clock, he illuinined (i.e. went to) the ‘~Divii.n-i-
Khé.s.9 In this place the secretaries reported to him the
facts about the newly appointed olficers and received from

~:.__:,; 1 .v ~~ — —_ _ _ , a____a_...,;_...,_T__,,, __ , . _ ~ 7% __ ..=_:.__.;__.~ - -s---i--a~ - - Iv-~-$11-I\Qq|n\4 ».--Q -a--.-----.-t-..-q’.--a....~-. -. _ ..

hhaneh '. On my first arrival it stunned uic so as to be insula-
portable; but such is the power of habit that this same noise is now
heai-d‘by me with pleasure; in the night, particularly when in bed and
afar, on my terrace this 1‘l1U'1lL. sounds in my ears as solemn, grand and
melodious. This is not altogether to he \\OI1clL'l'€3d at, since it is played
by persons instructed from infancy iii the iulc-s of melody, and possessing
theslcillof modulating and turning the harsh sounds of the liautboy and
tymbal so as to produce .i s§Illpl1U11_Y lar from tlisagreeable when heard at .i
certain distance. The ‘ iiakar klianeli ’ is placed in an elevated situation.
and remote from the royal apartineiits, that tlic hing may not be annoyed
by the proximity of this music.

“ Opposite to the grand gate, which supports tlie.‘nahar kliaiieli' it you
cross the court, is a large and iiiagiiificcnt hall decorated with several
rows of pillars, which, as well .is the cciling, aie all painted and overlaid
with gold. The hall is I'J.lSOCl LD11biclt2l'clbl_\ from Llie ground and very airy,
being open on the three sides that look into the court. In the centre of tlii
wall that separates the hall from the seraglio, and higher troiii the tlooi
than a man can reach, is a wide and lofty opening, oi large window, when
the monarch every day, about noon, sits upon his throne, with some oi
his sons -it his right and left; while cuiiuchs standing about the royal
person, flap away the flies with peacocks’ tails, agitate thc air with largc
fans. Immediately under the tlii-out is .l. ‘cliviin’, surrouiidcd by silica
rails, on which are assembled the whole body of Uniaras, the Rajiis, iintl
the ambassadors, all standiiig, their eyes bent dou nw-trd, and their liiarids
crossed. At .i greater distance from the thi-one are the Mansabdars oi
inferior umtiras also standing in the sainc posturc of profound rever-encc.
The remainder of the spacious room, and indeed the whole court-yaid art
hlled with persons of all ranks, high and low, rich and poor ; because ll is
in this extensive hall that the liiiig giies audience iiidisciiiiiiiiately to all
his subjects ; hence it is called ‘ Aam-Kli.is ’, oi tlllCllCIlLU cluiinber of high
and low."

lierriier lurtlier says : “ All the petitions held up in the ciowd .isse-mbled
Iii the ‘ Aam-Khas ’, are bioughl to the king and rend in his hearing ; and
the persons concerned being ordered in &ppl'().t.t,lI are eiciiniiiied by thc
lll.OI'ltl.!’Cll hinisell, who olteii redress'es .ii the instant thc wi-rmgs oi thi
-'u:.;rieved party." ,

\-ji CL NI 3; attpti...

3
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him his final orders (regarding them). They (further)
related to him important facts and events occuring in every
province and considered orders, issued by him regarding
every case, as final. These transactions were carried on
till ‘noon time. After this he directed his attention to‘ take
the special food which was emphatically prepared from
lawful means. For strengthening the body, (having) strength
for prayer, and giving justice (to his subjects), he took his
dinner in proportion to the (need for) maintenance of life
in the body. -Then he inquired about the eating and
drinking of those who were maintained by him and of those
who were daily given food by him, most of whom were
men of learning and excellence, seekers after knowledge,
needy and-poor persons, orphans, destitute and sick men ;
and he used to recognise most of them with an alchemy-
like sight. (Then) he retired into his special sleeping room
where he slept (nearly from eleven to one o’clocl:) ior a
time with an awakened mind. At two o'clock he came
out from this room, performed ablution and engaged
himself in reading the holy Koran. After saying the noon
prayer, with sacred_mutterings on his lips- and a rosary in
hands, he came ,to the ‘Asad Burj',1" and took his seat
there. There the chief ministers presented themselves
before him and engaged themselves in representing to and
producing before him the linaiicial and political questions
and presented before him petitions to be signed. At four
oiclock he returned to the ‘ Diviiin-i-Aanf. At this time
the registrar and the private secretary presented, before
his august presence, those who were recently appointed (in
the state service) and those who wanted estates. His
Majesty inquiied carefully into the personal and ancestral
qualifications, the personal ability and the merit of each of
them ; and then issued orders for assigning posts and fixing

10. Lit. ‘ the Toner oi the Lion ', .1 toner in the palace.
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sums of money as ‘ jaghirsf“ ,After sunset he retired from
the. ‘ Divan-i-Aam', offered evening prayers and (then)
entered his special private chamber. There were present
sweet-tounged historians, eloquent story-tellers, sweet-
voiced musicians and numerous travellers. The females
(were sitting) behind the curtain, (while) the males, in
front of it. In accordance with the dictates of His

v .Majesty s noblest and highest nature, each of them related
stories of ancient great personages and kings and spoke
about the wonders and antiquities of different countries. In
short, His Majesty passed, till midnight, the hours of day
and night, in this manner; and (thus) did justice to life and
sovereignty (i. c. spent his time thus). As (my) paternal
love regarding (my) son is from the heart (i.e. true and
sincere) and not from the pen (i.e. false), I was obliged to
write and inform‘ (my) dear son what was good and
valuable. . I have penned what I have been able to recall
to mind this time. Excuse me.

iii

LETTER XIII. .
Exalted son, Mahlmmad A’azam, may God protect

and save you. It seems you ride very fast. (You rode) so
fast that Saiyad, your canopy bearer, fell down on the
ground and (soon) gave up the ghost. When you were
here before me, you were indifferent and ‘absent-minded.
You have seen my manner of riding. Why have you acted
contrary to that? (Verse) “ Ride slowly and gently, but
don't ride pornpously and fast; because a thousand dead
bodies are buried in the ground beneath your feet”.

aim

LETTER XIV.’
Blessed son, Mahammad A’azam, may God protect

and save you. In order to please the most stupid Afazal,
“W " W’ " L. _-. o ' 1 V---0 W w’* ._;w_r_"' ..*' ' ' " ” W ._ I ~ —_ '_ 

11. Estates given to ‘ mansabdiirs ’ for the maintenance of armies for
the use of the emperor. .

1. This letter reveals Aiirungzebzfs sence of justice and his antipathv
to tvrants. Ci. Lei. CLXX and LXVIII and CL". Aiirungzebe was ‘the
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vou have not dismissed the tyrant, Hasan Beg of Chakleh
Kira. The people there are lamenting and bewailing and
are much distressed. They say (verse) “ If you will not
give us justice, there is the Day iof Judgment (doomsday)
for our justice (i. e. God will judge our cause)”. The real
accountants2 record the tyranny of the officers in your and
my accounts. Know well for compensating these actions
(of tyranny from Hasan Beg) and enquire into the condi-
.tions of the inhabitants of that place, otherwise the ‘ jéighir’
iwill be taken away from You and you will have no
recompense for the loss.

¢IiII—i-nu$$wIII-III-

LETTER XV.‘
Exalted son, I came to know that Mfistafii. Kiilli Beg,

vour private secretary, performs your work carefully. This
is snitieient. If you will write to me for giving an-
additional post to and conferring the title of a ‘ Khan’ on
him, l will favour him with them. An honest man is like
nnalloyed gold. (Couplet) “ Human beings are found
everywhere in this world, but their essence (i.c honesty) is
found very rarely (ic. there are mahy men in this world,
but honest men are very few)". One day, the late Sa’ad
Alliih Khan”, after being disengaged from prayer, raised

main ocean of iustice’. (Oiington). Kliafi Khan calls him a ‘ mild and
painstaking fudge. eas\ of approacli. and gentle of manner’. Aurungzebe
personally adniiiiistercd iusiiie to his people. He did not connive at illegal
extortion or the oppression of the poor.

.2. 'l‘\\o angels who watch and record the actions of even man and
who are ‘~l.1ppO‘~i‘Ll to be mi isilwlv sitting'nn both the shoulders of each mai-
i .i Miilir-iii.id.iii belief i

i. This letter slieivsiliat Aurungzebe loved honest men and liked to eni-
ploy them in hi's service and rewarded them for their honesty. Cf. Let. XXXVI.
Somewhere he complains iliat honest men were \8l"\' scarce in his time.
Cl. 1.01. L\‘l and LXXX.

2. Srfad Allah Khan All.imi or l.‘Zll1l1.ll'l\l \\.is an able minister of Shah
Jehan and was entitled ‘_l.uiilat-iil-Mfill.'. He xias .1 Hindu convert and
the most upright statesman of his age Bernier calls him ‘the most ac-
complished statesman of Asia ’. lle took part with the prince kurungzehe
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up his hands, for a long time, asking for blessings (from
God). Clue of the impudent courtiers asked (him), “ What
is your wish ? " He replied, “ (I pray) to be an honest
man". Truly, he gave a ( very ) good reply. Though the
quality of honesty and sincerity, bestowed by the High God
upon (every) human being, is natural (in him from his very
birth), it requires (the help of) encouragement and reward
from the master, so that the servant may live in a
comfortable condition and in proportion to his condition he
may be free from any anxiety with regard to his livelihood.
and consequently worldlv needs will not corrupt his faith.
(Verse) “ Because a happy and contented servant works
more. '

-v--4-nq-p

LPITTER XVI.
Exalted son, you have requested me to give a ‘ Mdhi-

i-Mardteb“ to Nasrat Jang2. Though it is not a rule to
give it to an inferior to a ‘ Sesh-Hazii.ri"‘, l give it to him

a —_ —___— — —;—-_--_:_-——_ —_._ .-..-.->— - —-Q-. ; _'—--i --a -- ’- ...-.. --Q -----.|-.- -Q---n --»¢-.-|.- -- _-..- -<¢.-mi-nun ----

in the seige of Balkh (1646) and of Kandahar (1648-I651). Shah Jehan sent
him to Chitor in order to demolish its fort and to punish the Rina, Jagat
Singh, the father of Raja Jai Singli (1653). He was murdered at the instigas
tion of Dara in I655. He was also a good scholar; hence he was called
‘ Allami ’ (learned). He was the patron of Abdfil Hamid Lzihori, the
author of‘B:idshIili Nzimeh’, a history of the first twenty years of Shah
.lehan’s feign. Aurungzebe refers to him in these letters as ii model during
the long reign of Shah Jehan. Cf Let. Lll.

1. The Order of the Fish, a title conferred on pi inces or "other members
oi the royal family. lt was also a Lind of banner with the figure of the
fish and other insiginia (two balls), carried as an ensign upon an elephant by
a prince or a member of the rowal frimily.

.:. A son of Asad Khan, otlierwise known as Ziil Fikiii Kluin, and 2
brave general of Aurungzebe. Cf. Let. XCll, CXXXV, CLX to CLXIV.

';. A military title given io princes in the time of the Moguls and
introduced by Akbar. .lt was given to that member of the royal family
who commanded six thousand soldiers. Princes who commanded soldiers
numbering from 6000 to ioooo were called ‘ sesh-hazari ’, ‘ haft-hazari ’,
‘ dab-l-iazari ’, and so on. Those who commanded an army of 5000 men,
or less than 5000, i. e , from iooo in 5000, were called ‘ panj-hazari '»
‘ cheh.ir-hazari ', and so on. These latter titles were given tn nohles and
gfandeflfi. Ci. L. I\'-
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as lie has accomplished your two important affairs and also
to please you. He will get one of the ‘ Mahi-i-Maratebs’
which have been brought (here), and thank (us) for this
great gift which is above dignity.
9 '7'M‘J’:” 7 '4" '-T-"==‘*¢1<-- -w ~ ~¢ ~~_—,,, —_ ——;;__, :1 ~~A_-; _, A __——*~—, ,,_, *__i,, W ,-W ' ' " ,_' _,;::;~~'-‘

The term ‘ Amir of 5000’ 'did not imply actual possession of 5ooo
horsemen, though it meant so Originally ; an ‘ Amir ’ of 5'ooo sometimes was
ordered to keep only 500 horse : the rest was on paper only. The ‘ Mansab-
dfirs’ of zoo upto 1000 were low persons raised to dignity by the emperor
who gave them lands for the horse they maintained for him. “ The Umaras
mostly consist of adventurers from different nations ; and are generally persons
of low descent, some liaviiig been originally slaves, and the majority being
destitute of education. The Mogul raises them to dignities, or degrades
them to obscurity, according to l1lS oun pleasure and caprice, some of the
Umaras have the title of linmry, or lord of n thousand horse; some, of do-
hazary, lord of two thousand horse: some of deh-hazary, lord of ten thousand
horse; and sometimes an Umara ha» the title of doazdeh-hazary, lord of
twelve thousand horse, as was the case with the king’s eldest son. Their
pay is proportionate, not to the number oi men, but to the number of horses,
and two horses are geneially allowed to one cavalier.” Bernier. Some-
times some ‘ jlighirs ’ aie assigned to some oi the Umaras for the payment oi
their salary. The Umaras are the ‘ pillars of the empire ’. “ Mansabdars
are horsemen with ‘ mansab ’ pay which is :1 peculiar pay, both honourable
and considerable ;_not equal to that of the Uinaras, but much greater than
the common pay. Hence they are looked on. as petty llmaras. Thev ac-
knowledge no other chief but the king.” Rernier.

“The whole ol the army, from the Umara to the private soldier, is paid
every two months; for ths ]<ing’s pav is the onlv means of sustenance.”
Bernier.

“ For this cause did His Majesty (1.0. Akbar) establish the Qanks of
ipansabdrirs (officers), from the ‘ dali-baishi ’ (commander of ten) to the ‘ duh-
hazziri ' (commander of ten thousand), limiting, however, all commands
above five thousand, to his august sons. The number of mansabs is sixty-
six ". Ain-i-Akbari. '

‘ Panj-liazari-i-zét-i-sih-hazar saw.ir '--=a commander of 5ooo,'personally,
and in actual command of 3ooo cavalry.

‘ Panj-hazari, panj-haznr sawiir-i-dii-iispeli-sih-aspehrza commander of
5000, contingent 5000 cavalry, with two horses, with three horses.

A trooper is called ‘ di'i-aspeh ’, it he has two horses, and ‘ sih-aspeh’, if
three, in order to change horses during ‘ Clgllilffi ’ or forced marches. The
higher ‘ mansabdars ’ were mostly governors of subah (provinces). Akbai-’s
Mansabdars had larger contingents, especially more horses, than the Man-
eabdars of the following reigns. during which the brevet ranks (zzit) were
multiplied. The monthly salaries of the Mansabdars \311'lC(l from Rs. 60000
to Rs. ion. '
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LETTER XVII.
Exalted son, Mir Khai.n,1 the superintendent of the

provinces belonging to your army, refuses to govern the
district of ‘ Sakrzi' and wants another district in return for
it. We have small sum of money and many have a demand
for this (i.e. we have got a few provinces and there are
many persons demanding them). The flesh and bones
should be distributed equally. There is no possibility of
getting a substitute for ‘ Sakni’. You should write to him
to find out the difference between the two sums of money,
produced by the district of ‘Sakai.’ and by the other
district which he wants in return for ‘ Sakai’ ; and I will
pay that difference to him in money.

4-1,‘:--unn-vs-0-nniilb

1686. LETTER XVIll.
Happy son, Muhammad A'azam, may God protect

and save you. I came to know from the events (that have
happened) in the province of Miilwii.,?l that the blind-minded”
Pahzir Singh, through his great pride and haughtiness,
became the source of sedition and rebellion and raised the
standard of rebellion against (us): (but) he was killed by
Talfik Chandii, the assistant to (my) dear and fortunate son
(i.e. A’azan\)'s minister, and entered hell4. Thank God

_.-.. .. .&._- fl" _ __.. .. ~___;:____ -____,-.:s=,.~ .___»~ .-;_.__.. - - -_-.-.-.--¢.--.--- .. -- .. ..._..._. .. .... _._...

1. Minister to Prince .\’.uam. He was appointed governor of
Burhanpur, in iotiti. His name \\£1s changed into Amir Khan »/by Aurungzebc
U1 “hose court he was .1 noble. 'l hurt welt: many men in .\urungzebc’s
court bearing Um u.um.. Cf. Let. L§i.X\'lll and XCIX.

1. Ci. Let. XI. ‘

.:. Another insmnct. ul Auriin;_;/ebifs taimtieisiit with tegard tu the
Hindus. Cf. Let. ll, LXV and Chill-

;. Deputy minister to A’.1zam, who killed with an arrow kahar Singh
Gurkeh who had rebelled near I jinn. 1080. For this service Talul-: Chant!
was honoured with the title of Rat l{.i_y.iu and gitcu :1 lobe of honour by
Aurungzebe. In Maasiri Alamgiri he is named Maliik Chand where tfw
author says he was given the title of ‘ huff-sadi ’.

4. As being an infidel Hindu---a further evidence of Aurung/.ebc’a bigot-
ry. Cf. somewhat similar words in connection with Shivaji’s death used by
Khafi Khan--‘ K-ifar bah jahuam iaft‘ Lt. the infidel (Shivajf) went to hell.
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under any circumstance. (Couplet) “ I sacri-flee myself»
before Thee, O God, for Thy favour to me." Truly, the
accomplishment of this affair is through your generous
encouragement (to servants) ; because you make the state
servants do government affairs by encouraging and patronis-
ihg them. For this I congratulate you and send you a
nec'l¢lacef' of pearls worth Rs. 5oooo.‘* As this Hindu ( i.e.
Taltilc Chand) has verified the proverb that ‘ the sparrow
(Le. Taltik Chand being a Bania or NI!-l.l'\Vtl.t'i ) has bravely
killed the hawk ( i.e. Paluir Singh being a Rajput) ’. I
exalt him by giving him a personal (not hereditary ) title
of ‘Pti.m$adi7 ', a hundred cavaliers, a (Hindu) title of
‘R6»o’,5 a robe of honour, a sword and a horse. You should
also favour him, who has distinguished himself among his
equals, by sending him a letter of encomium and praise and
assigning him the independent governorship of a province. '
so that other servants may be induced to render good
service in the expectation of a reward.

"-"-'I'iI?IInIuIIII—tII~

1704. LETTER XIX‘.
Exalted son, may God protect you. To take away the

5. The \\O1‘(l for .1 necklacc in the text is ‘ M.il.i ’, an Indian word, the
Persian equivalent for which is ‘ ll.ll‘ ’. .

b. “ The Rupee is round, and weighs cle\ en and one hall ‘ M.ish.is' (1:
Mitsluis being one tolal. It was fiist introduced in the time of Sher Khan.
lt was perfected during this (Akb.ir’s) ieigii, and received In new ‘.~l_,,L1l1p, on
one Side, ‘ All.ihii Akbar, _|all.t i.il.ilfilii'i ’, and oii the other the date. Al-
though the market piicc is sumetimcs more or lcss than iorty ‘ d.iins’. yet
this value is Z\l\\ ays set upon il iii llic }Jcl}ll1¢11l ol salaries ”. Aiii-i-Akbari.

Now at the present time one iupcc I\ cqual to \l\lU¢ll ' :iiin.ts ’ and fif-
teen rupees make one English pound.

7. Cf. Let. l\'. '
8, .\ Sanskrit word, incaning .i ' king ', something like ' Kala ’. Raw

and Raja are ct) mologicnlly the same but LllI‘l€l'C11l. iii sigiiificatioii. Cf.
‘ Rao Sahib ', and ‘ Rao Baluidfir '.

I. “ Certain passages in .\iiruii;_~1ebc-‘s letters to prince A’nzarn ( i.e.
this letter and letter XXXVII ) \\l1UlI xiceroy of Gujarat (1703-1705 ), shov-
how keen and shrewd an ii:t’e"e~.t the "vgeil inumircli niaintatned in the
governmeiit of his vinemys ”.
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‘ tgtujdzirship '-i of Soratha from Fateh Jung Khoin of the Bs'tli*
tribe__an§l to _give it to the superintendent of‘ the palace“
is.lil5e breaking a sound bottle with one's own hand §i.e. will
s9oil.the matter ). In the province of Gujartit, thefiéifitribe
hove great respect and pride for the military profession.
T9 give the ‘ foujdzirship ’ of‘ that province to others
_ I _ __ .- V. 7 ____.__, r;7__,_ 77;, V '——____ .»_;_7_ _ A--_-,,.,_.____ .__ ..._ __ .-.._;_,-,.,. ---.... -.- -... -<->. q--.---aqua‘-v.4 4 --..

2. “ In the some wny th.tt His Majesty (:.t'; .§.l.b.ir ), for the prosperity
ol the empire, h.ts appointed at commander of,the forces for each province,
so by his rectitude of judgment and wise snitesmanslnp hti apportion: several
‘ paraganilis ’ (districts) to the cure of one of his trusty, Just and distinguished‘
servants, appreciative of what is equitable, and latihlul to his enghgements :
and him they style by the above numt. (i.e. fnujdar). As at subordinate and
assistant he holds the first place. Should at eultivntor or ucolleetor of the
crown lands, or .tn assignee of government estates prove rebellious, he shoultl
induce him to submit by lair words, and‘ ll this-Ln], he shttll take the written
evidence of the principal olhceis and proceed to chastise him. When he has
captured the rebel camp, he must observe equity in the division of the s-'pot*l
and reserve .1 filth for the royal escltequer. lle should constantly inspect
the horses and accoutrernents of the troops.” Ainf-i-Akbari. ii ‘

“ llis Md]¢5t)‘ (Akbur) has uppointed .1. superintendent over every troop
ul ten, twenty, und thirty eleplntnts. Such .t troop is cttllccl .t ‘ halqunlt ’ ; the
stigermtettgletit 1s culled ‘ f.tn]d.tr ’. llis business is to look alter the condition:
and the training of the eleph.mts”. “ Thus the ‘ l.1.ujd.trs ’ were more on (ht;
looting oi lcudatories than the ‘ j.ighird.irs ’ ”. Ain-i-Akbari.

3. A district in K.itl1i.'t\v.'tr, under the rule. ol the Moguls. ll 1;, alt-,0
the name of the whole peninsula. of Katliimvur itsell wlnch is situated on the
west of Gujarat. Sorath is the corrupted form ol hztmlrrit ‘ Smtr-rtishtr.i',"
country oi the Saurs. It \vns here in Dw.irl..'t that the cclehrnted Krtslntm. ol
the llindus died. Not the whole of Klttlu.iw.ir but only .1 purl ol it belonged
to the Moguls. Now the whole of l\'.itl1i.iwZir is mttive. Sornth w.ts ussigued
as a pcrsorml estate to Prince A'azu.n1. r684.

.1. Bil: or Bibi, at war-like Afghan tribe ol K.ztlii.iw.ir, rose into,gre.tt
l|npurl..tnCe in the time of the Moguls, especiully of Aurungzebe. The well-
Lnown Saldar Klnin belonged to this tribe.

5. A title applied to a person, called ‘ wtjir ’ (or viaierl, who hes lll has
charge the affairs of the palace in contradistinetion to that applied to a.
person, called ‘ divzin ’, who has in his charge the affairs of the country.
Tbesetitles are still in use in the native states of Kithiawar.

0

6. In r669 he was appointed Iuujdir of Muttré. in plaice of Sal Shekai
Khén. For ‘ panj-haztiriaius ’, see Let. XVI.

4
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save this tribe is lar lrom wisdom. The ‘ Panj-HaZzi.rizi.ns ’,
like Hasan Ali Khiin,“ son of Ali Vardi Khri.n,7 and Sal
Shekan Kliiin" and others, had been appointed to the ‘ fauj-
dairship ’ of Sorath in order to manage it. It will be desir-
able if your superintendents follow the footsteps of the
deceased Shujé. ’ at Khiin". Otherwise as this is the pro-
vince of Gujarat, may God forbid, there will be disorder
and confusionl". It will take a long time to restore peace
and order there. Other things depend upon your choice.
(Couplet) “I wou’t tell you not to do this and to do that;
listen to advice which will render your worl-2 easy ". May
your end terminate in safety (i.c. All’s well that ends well).

LETTER XX.‘
l'l>..ilted son, through the representations ol the spies

I have come to know that the royal road between Bahiidfir
pnrz and Kliujasteh-bunisidi‘ is not free from danger.
Highwaymen rob the merchants‘ and travellers of their
goods. Waylares cannot travel in security. When such
robbery takes place near the quarters of your and my
armies (at Ahmediibiid and Burhanpfir), woe to the condi-
tion of distant roads! It seems that the reporters“ do not

7. I.e. Amain Allah, who was appointed iaujdir of the vicinity of
1\libar.ib.'td in 1660.

8. llis original l't.1lllL' was Sl1iija' at Khspi who received the title of Sat
Shelran l{h.in in 1685. In 1637 he was appointed superintendent of artillery.
In the same year he was imprisoned for quarrelling with:FirCiz Jang, during
the siege ol I-Iaider.ib.id. But after a time he was released.

9. Cl. Let. CXVII. He died in 1703 at Ahniedabid.
io. I-lerc Aurungzebe exhibits a mistaken notion about the people of

Gujarat who are generally milder and less turbulent than those of the other
parts of India.

1. This letter is a further testimony of Aurungzebe’s anxiety for the
welfare ol his subjects. Ci. Let. VII. His chief aim seems to have been to
maintain order and peace among them and to suppress robbery and sedition.

2. A rich town near Bfirhiiipur, in Khandesh, plundered by Sambhaji
(1631). There is another small town of the same name near finares, in the
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furnish you with true accounts. Carelessness and indiffer-
ence are contrary to the way of kingship and sovereignty.
(Now) you should appoint new reporters and give them
warning and punish the former ones. Prepare an army to
extirpate these ruffians and to free the royal road from the
machinations of these loafers. How long will you allow
this shameful mismanagement to goon? (Couplet) “ I
don't ask you either to suffer a loss or to gain an advant-
age. O You l who are losing an opportunity, whatever
you want to do, do it soon (i.e. don't lose the opportunity
of doing a thing)." May you he happy-

gn II

l.F.TTER XXI.
Dear and glorious son, :1 white water pot, ol Chinese

make and of good material, which is now very rare, and a
‘ l-zachakrri. '1 chair, were presented to me. I have sent these
two things to (you), my dear son. You should thank me
for these two rarities ; and, in return for these, send me a

United Provinces, where Shuja was defeated by Rztja Jai Singh who was
sent by Dara against him, in I059. There is a. third town ol the same name-
in Gujarat near Baroda.

3. Le. Aurungabad, a town in H.H. the Niznm’s dominion, founded in
I6ro by Malik Arnbar oi the Deccan. Its original name was Khirkee. When
for the second time Aurungzebe was viceroy oi the Deccan he called it Au-
rungabad (Aurung1ebe’s City) after his own name and made it the seat of his
government. r650. It lit. means ‘ (of) a happy foundation.’

4. The word for merchants in the Persian text is ‘ hep arian ’, an Indian
term, a Pers. equivalent for which is ‘ saudagaran.'

5. “ His Majesty (i.c. Akbar) has appointed fourteen zealous, experienc-
cd, and impartial clerks, two oi whom do daily duty in rotation, so that the
turn of each comes after a fortnight. Their duty is to write down the orders
and the doings ol II. M. and whatever the heads of the departments report."
Ain-i-Akbari. From several places in the ‘ Tnruk-i-Jehangiri ’, we see that
the Bakhshis oi the Sfibahs often held the post oi ‘ vakeh navis ’ (recorder or
reporter) at the same time. Cf. Let. XXVII.

I. An Indian word for a substance made of the shell of a tortoise.

:2. Cf. Let. IX.
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basket full of mangoesfi’ without minding what has already
happened.

LETTER XXII.
Exalted son, I remember that one day I paid a visit to

Miyrin Abdul Latif‘--may his tomb be sanctified. During
the conversation, I said, “ If you permit me I will fix (the
income‘ of) some villages of the Kaharkung district for
(defraying) the expenses of the monastery ”. He recited,
with his holy tongue, these two hemestichs : “ I am placed
under an obligation when the king grants me villages ; but
I am not under an obligation when God gives me food ".
I replied, “ It is so; but I join the service of the mendi-
cants and pious men, for the good and welfare of this world,
for my own happiness, and for the fulfilment of (my) prayer
for the increase of happiness and fortune, and not for putt-
ing them under any obligation ”. The Miytin said, “Truly,
the intention of the mind is good, if it is from the very
bottom of the’ heart. Receive only half of the revenue
which you now obtain from your subjects (peasants) and
take less than even half from the hard-working and helpless
peasants.“ Fix monthly allowances on the mendicants,
who put faith in God, who do not beg, and live in deserts.
Administer justice (carefully) to the oppressed in such a
way that no one will be deprived of his right. Don't allow
the weak to be oppressed by the tyrants. (Then) you will
,— ~ ~—_ _ ' ' ' 2:’ .. ' ** '; *_._|: J *;_nu11: '7 W ~_~ ~;' ;' __ ___.,»__ .__ ;_.-7 _ __. . _:.__ i ._:_ ___

1. Sheikh Abdul Latif, a Mohemadan saint of Burhanpur, who lived in
the time of Aurungzebe. He was a contemporary of Sheikh Bfirhan, the
founder of Burhanpur. Aurungzebe had great faith in him. He was a strict
follower of Islam and did not like music like the emperor. Sheikh Burhan
was very proud of him and used to say that he thanked God that his con-
temporary was so pious ancl religious. ‘ Miyan ’ is a Hindustani title of
respect generally applied to the Mohemadans. Cf. Let. CLXXIX and XCII.

z. Le. Kahargaon, z.e. Biiagarh, a town and district between the Nar-
huddn and the Tnpti, about 60 miles N. W. of Burhanpur.
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see increase in your happiness ”. Immediately these words
of the Miyiin reminded me of the complaints of the inhabi-
tants of Chakleh I<fil‘tl.,4’ and so involuntarily I wrote this
letter to you. May you be happy.

1704. LETTER XXIII.‘
Exalted son, the artillery and palace superintendent2

has been appointed (by you) the police officer of Navrihi‘ of
Ahmedtibii.d." He appoints his vulture-like (i.e. bribe-receiv-
ing) relatives and friends to ‘ patelships '.-” The complainants
against the power of the above-mentioned superintendent
do not get admittance into your court. Robbers and vaga-

';. Aurungzcbe seems to have approved of and acted according to the
advice given by the Miyan.

4. Cf. Let. XIV.
I. This letter is a further evidence of Aurungzebc's sense of justice to-

wards his subjects and his care for their welfare. “ On another day of the
week he (Aurungzebe) devotes two hours to hear in private the petitions of
ten persons, selected from the lower orders, and presented to the king by a
good and rich old man. Nor does he fail to attend the justice chamber,
called ‘ adalat khaneh ’, on another day of the week, attended by the two
principal cadis, or chief justices. It is evident, therefore, that barbarous as
we are apt to consider the sovereigns of Asia, they are not always unmindful
of the justice that is due to their subjects ". Bernier.

“ He (Aurungzebe) appears two or three times everyday in his court of
audience with a pleasing countenance and mild look, to dispense justice to
complainants who come in numbers without any hindrance, and as he listens
them with great attention, they make their representations without any fear
or hesitation, and obtain redress from his impartiality ". (Mir-At-i-Alain).

Khafi Khan says that Aurungzebc was a very just king.
2. 1.0. Aman Allah Beg. Cf. Let. XXXVII.
3. Possibly it might be Navanagar, a town in Kathiawar, annexed to

Gujarat by Kfitbiidin, viceroy of Gujarat, and named Islamabad, i664.
4. A district and large town in Gujarat. This city stands on the

Sabarmati and was founded in 1410 by Ahmed Shah I of Gujarat. It was the
capital of the Mohemadan kings of Gujarat. Afterwards it became the sent
of the Mogul governors of Gujarat. Now it is a centre of many industries,
esp., cotton.
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bonds have become the companions of his son-in-law who
afflict God's people (our subjects). I wonder what answer
we shall give on the day of judgment.“ The Holy and
High God is just. If we appoint a tyrant “(to a post), every
act of oppression perpetrated by the oppressor appointed
by us is just. It is we who allow oppression by giving
power to tyrants and withholding justice from the oppress-
ed. (Couplet) “ Wheat grows from wheat, and barley,
from barley; don't be indifferent about the reward of (your)
action (i.e. as you sow, so shall you reap)."

Ilflfill-iiiillllvlll

4

LETTER XXIV.

Exalted son, how long will the old lady like Ztihedeh
Btinol remain in a miserable plight? She has a claim on
you and me. Her grandsons suffered punishment for their
actions. Her rights should not be disregarded. You
will remember how one day when the elephant of

" The latter (i.e. Ahmedabad)isanoble city in a high state of pro-
sperity. For the pleasantness of its climate and its display of the choicest
productions of the whole globe it is almost unrivalled. It has two iorts.
The city contains I000 stone mosques, each having two minarets and rare
inscriptions”. Ain-i-Akbari.

The Mohemadan historians, especially of Gujarat, call it ‘ The Oma.
mcnt of Cities '. -

5. Headships of villages. The word in the text is ‘ thanejat ’, an Indian
word with the Persian plural. ' Thana ’ or ‘ thaneh ’ literally means a gar;-1.
son ; but it also means the ‘ military post at which the inferior revenue
ofhcers are stationed to protect the country, aid the police, and collect the
revenue; whether the station be a iort or an open village.’

6. Here Aurungzebe reveals himscll as a God-fearing and religious man,
Cf. Let. XXVI“. Aurungzebe was a Puritan Ill religious views and may be
compared with Cromwell, his English contemporary. He was a devout
Mohemadan, a strict Sunni, and a. true Muslim. Except the performance of
the pilgrimage he practised strictly all the religious tenets and beliefs.

I. A foster mother oi A‘azam. Ci. Let. C LXXIX.
2,. He took part in the siege oi Iiijnpur bx Rafa lni Singh. 1666.
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Fateh Iang Khiinz amide an attack upon you, Mir Badhn“
displayed bravery like Rustami . He restrained the elephant
from fury. (But) he did not accept a robe of honour granted
by me (and said), “ I have done my duty as a man born in
this house ; and why should I accept wages (i.e. the robe of
honour) for this? ” For the sake oi God and iorzmy sake,
eradicate the old (feeling oi) revenge from (your) heart.
Favour this old lady who has no kind man except you to
shew kindness (to her). (Couplet) “ Increase your kindness
to the old members of your family, because those favoured
by you will never prove iaithless.”

LETTER XXV.
Exalted son, the letter of A’atimiid Khan‘ is not a re-

velation that it should be acted upon per force. Alter the
necessary inquiry an order will be issued.

 I§i|i$

LETTER XXVI.
Exalted son, one day Sa'ad Alhih Khan‘ came. late in

His Majesty (Shah Ieluin)’s presence. H. M. asked the
cause. He replied, “ l was reading some passages from a
book and copying them down in order to shew them to
Your Majesty. (They are here, as follow). ‘ The stability
of the foundation oi sovereignty depends upon justice. A
kingdom and property increase through bravery and cha-

3. A son of Zahedeh Bnnu. Cf. Let. XLV. This event (1684) is men-
tioned by the author of Maasir~i-Alamgiri. But he does not mention the
name of Mir Badhu who saved the life of .\'azam.

4. A famous hero of ancient Persia, well known for his extraordinary
strength. He performed seven exploits in one of which he {ought with the
White Demon and killed him. Unknowingly he fought with his own son
Sohrab and killed him. lle was a son of Zal. Rakhsh was his favourite
charger who died with his master. His fight with the Persian Asfandiar is
well known. He may be compared with the Greek Hercules and the Indian
Bhim. Rustam literally means, in Persian, ‘I escaped (from the throes)’,
words uttered by Rfidabeh, Rustom’s mother, immediately she gave birth to
her son and was relieved from the pains of childbirth.

1. Superintendent (Mfitsadi) of the port of Surat, entitled Mfilla Tahir.
He was a friend and companion of‘ Shuja'at Khan-i-Isphani of Ahmcdabad.
He was much respected by Aurungzcbe who made him a "‘ do-lmuri.’ In
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rity.‘2 You should keep company with the wise and the
learned and avoid the company of fools. It is a sign of
wisdom to act according to one's conviction and to remain
firm in the midst of hardships. You shouild not be deficient
in worldly affairs (or duties) and should be pleased with
your contrivance. Qne should thank God for the destiny
oi the permanency of his family. Shew mercy to the
orphans. It you desire that you should never be in need,
fulfil the desires of the needy. The execution of state
affairs depends upon the advice and counsel of ministers.
Conquest and victory depend upon the blessings of the
mendicants. If you want to have sound health, pray (to
God) for the remedying oi the diseases of the sick. If you
wish to have forgiveness for your crimes from God, first
pardon the crimes of other criminhls ’.” His Majesty was
was much pleased and kissed the forehead of the deceased
Khain. At the end of the day (i.c. in evening) he presented
the above-mentioned Khtin some Mahmfidis bundles, em-
broidered in gold and of one colour. I thought thatl
should not enjoy the benefit of these maxims alone, conse-
quently I wrote these things for my dear son. May the
grace oi God be with your actions in order to enable you
to follow these instructions.
1695 he was ordered by Aurungzebe to join Saiynd Yakut Khan of
and to attack and capture Bombay, a fort ol the English who had plunder-
ed the royal ship ‘ Ganj Sivai ’ near Surat. But meanwhile the lmglish
made humiliating terms with the emperor and thus Bombay was saved.
Afterwards the Khan was made ‘ thvnn ’ (minister) oi Ahmedabad. He
had a brother named Aka. Mahammud '/.em.m who quarrelled with him and
never saw the lace of his brother .\’.1tim.rd Khan till i115 death. He died
in 1698 ; and his son Muhammad Mfihsin was made minister (oi Ahmed-
abad). His original name was Amanat Khan and he was honoured with the
title of A‘atimad Khan in 1690. C. f. Let. XLII.

;. C. f. Let. XV, XXXIV and CLIV.
2. It is a general belief that God increases one’s wealth as one gives

away more and more oi it in charity.
3. A kind oi cloth introduced by Mahmud of Ghazni. The word lor 3

bundle in the text is ‘ than ’, an Indian word, its Persian equivalent being
‘ talteh ’.
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LETTER XXVII.

Happy son, Mahammad A'azam, may God protect
and save you. It seems that the son of the superintendent
of your palace gambles in the drummeryl Alas! alas!
notwithstanding your claim to sovereignty (after my death)
you shew so much indifference and carelessness.” ‘Why do
the reporters“ not supply you with information ? They
must be screening their friend (the son of the superinten-
dent). Appoint new reporters and warn them against this.

LETTER XXVIll.'
Exalted son, it seems that you passed one month in

shooting cranes near the river Tal.” Though hunting“ is

1. Tilt. word iii the te.\t.is ‘ Nalsai l-.haneh’, an lndian term. It is
the plaul where Ft drum is beaten five limes a day. Cl. Let. XII. ii. 3.
“Fornierly'the band played four ‘gharis’ (ehogadias) before the commencement
of the night, and likewise four ‘gliaris’ before daybreak; now they play
first at inidnighl, invhen the sun coiiimences his ascent, and the second time
at dawn". .\iii-i-.\l.bari.

2.. llere Auruni;/the seems to LU1‘|b1tlLl‘ \'.i1aiii his isiiteessoi lllOlIgl1 he
was his third son. lle loved him inuic than his otliei sons, and therefore he
seeins to entertain this desire. Cl. l.el .\l.l and LX\'ll.

3. The word for reporters in the turt is ‘liarharha’, an llltllrllt word.
lt origiiially means nicn eiiiployed by iiiereliaiits for supplying theiii with
infgmiation; then, it caiiie to mean spies. litre it is used for reporters.
“ Aurungzebe appointed 0ll1t.l.tl reporters who informed hiiii of all that
went on in the most distant as well as the nearest districts and who uere
a cheek upon the lotnl iifficials". “it is true that the Great Mogul g,¢nd=,
'Valtea. Navis’ to the \21l’lOU£> p!'()\l!‘iu.:5; that is, persons whose buginggi,
it is to comniunieatc every event that taLes place ; but there is generally
adisgraceful collusion between these officers and the gosernor, so that
their presence seldom restrains the tyranny exercised over the unhappy
people". Bernier. Cf. Let. XX-

1, From thisit seems that .\'azani was of an idle nature and did
not pay much attention to state affairs. Qf. Let. XII 8; CVl. This further
proves that Aurungzebe was always busy and liked to iii.in.i'{i- all
government affairs himself (through distrust I’ ).

.2. Tal or Tali, a IIVLI‘ in Khaudesii and in lierar.
3. Cf. Let. Xll.

5
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an occupation which gives pleasure and delicious lood, yet
it is more pleasant when indulged in after being disengaged
from the éiiecution of important affairs, to do which is your
bounden duty; chiefly (after being disengaged from) per-
lorrning the rights of sovereignty, which, according to
religion and custom, should be done properly. The res-
ponsibilities of these (rights oi sovereignty) are enjoined by
reliable traditions, well-known histories and other works.
They should be given priority to all other duties. If you
are convinced of the execution of the affairs of one district,
why don’t you engage yourself in the management of the
affairs of Khan Iehain, A’akel Khan, Shfijzifat Khan, and
Muhammad Beg E‘ * You (like) the pleasure of game while
I enjoy myself in conquering fortresses and subduing rebels.
Alas! what will be your position in this life and in the life
after? (Couplet) “ There are many who advise others,
in this world; but there are very few who advise them-
selves." Life passes away in vain and we can do nothing.
\Vhat answer shall we give to God after death? '5 (Verse)
“ O God! have mercy upon our condition."

I
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4. This shows that Aurungtebe used to interfere in the allairs of his
Ollicers and subordinates through suspition and distrust.

Khan .le_han lialmdur Zaiar Jung Kokaltasli, .1 foster-brother oi Aurungeebe
and a great nobleman in the imperial court, his or igmal name being Mir Malik
llusain. In -167: he was sent to the Deccan as governor. lle began to rebuild
the lorlress oi Surat against Shivaji. He xx as sent against Abul llasan, last
king ofGoleond.t. In 1074 Aurungaebe raised him from the rank of 700 horse
to that oi ‘jooo and \.t)l‘llCI'l°L‘Ll upon him the title of Khan Jehan Bahadur
Zafar Jang. ln 1691 he was appointed governor of Allahabad. In the
same year he was made gowrnor of the Punjab. lle died in 1697.
Aurungzebe was greatly offended with him for his inactivity and failure in
war. lle took part in the Deccan \Var, He seems to be the author of
‘Tarikh-i-Assam’ (llistory of Assam). ‘lie did not like much talking.’ lle
oiten received bribes from the Mahratlas. Ci. Let. XCII, CXXVII and
CXXXIV. For A’akel Khan, Cl. Let. CLXVII; for Shuja’at Khan, Ci.
Let. CXVII; and for Muhammad Beg, Cl. Let. XXXIL

5. CI. Let. xxm.
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LETTER XXIX. .
Exalted son, though the young sop (A'a'ram) does not

love the old father, the old father loves the young son.
(Verse) “ Come, and remove the mountain of grief (i.e., ex-
cessive grief) from our hearts." _ i

_>-- .. --v.»---__... -..-»-
I

LETTER XXX.
Exalted son, Muhammad Anwar the merchant has no

ability to manage the affairs of the sea-ports of Asia.
From this it appears that notwithstanding (your) perfect
wisdom, sagacity, and deep consideration, you have
appointed a thief to keep watch (which is absurd). You
should not issue such a foolish order in future. ,

1704. LETTER XXX].
Exalted son, the town of Diihad,‘ situated in a district

of Gujarat, is the birthplace of this sinner, full of sins (i..e,
Aurungzebe himself). You should learn to shew proper
kindness to the inhabitants of this town.‘-’ You should
shew favour to Pir Mankhri,“ who has been the police
officer of this town for a long time, and should keep him in
his own post. For Pir Mankhiifs sake, you should not listen
to the slander of the selfish, for whom it may he said that
‘ in their heart there is a disease (of hypocrisy) which God
increases.’ 4 (Verse) “ A king must possess one general
eye for shewing favour to the weak, and one special eye
for shewing favour to some favourites (i.e., a king should
shew his kindness and favour, generally to the weak and
especially to his favourites)."

1. Or Dahod, a town in Gujarat, between Baroda and Ujjain, on 1],;
borders of Gujarat and Malva, birthplace of Aurungzebe. Cf. Lq,
LVIII. Aurungzebe was born here (1618) when Shah Jehan, his father, Wag
governor of the Deccan, in the time of Jehangir. The date of his bin];
may be found from the Fersian phrase ‘Aftab-i-Alamtab' (the worldqhinjng
sun), i. e. 1028 A. IL, i. e. 16:8 A. D.

Here Aurungrebe seems to shew his narrow-mimledne'=s.
Cf. Let. LVIII.
*\ passage in the l\'nran about livpnciisy.-iv-lNCQO
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1704. LETTER XXXII.

Exalted son, Muhammad Beg,‘ your servant, deserted
and went over to the misled and miserable enemy. It is
said about him that he has been descended from the tribe
of Mfi’ateinad Khan,‘-* the minister of the Deccan. He
(Muhammad Beg) was your minister and private secretary.
Undoubtedly the new servants bore malice and spite against
the old one (i.e , Muhammad Beg). You should recall this de-
serter and send him to me. The bad property should be at-
tached to the beard of its master (i.c., Muhammad Beg should
be surrendered to me). Otherwise you should write (to me)
that after being informed of his condition, he may be
called.

-_--s~_-‘--s-gem»---_--~»~

I704. i.i~:'r'rER xxxm.
Exalted son, the bones of Shfij:'i'at Khan Muhammad

Beg‘ are not yet rotten (z'c, he died only a short while
ago). The rights of Shuja’at Kh:'m's service should not be
overlooked. He has two survivors, two sons-in-law and
one adopted son.‘-5 Why have you dismissed these heirs of
Shuji’i’at Khan for (their) slight offence, the truth or untruth
of which is known to God (alone) P To dismiss a Mohema-

an-:' .— -...=;___, '~ —~ -4--¢-____-_ -... :~ W :- 2' — ~ __—_- : 1' ____ :_---. _.-i---.- ..... - _... --m .- -.--.. __ _.-,-......--- -I-4-—--— —-—--qs*,.---.’

I. Muhrimuiad Beg Khan of Ahmedabad, ii general of Aurung1ebe.- He
led the royal army at Alimedabad against the Mahrattas near the Narbada.
1703. The Kolis of Gujarat assisted him in this enterprise. The Mahrattas
\\ ere defeated and fled an ay. Afterwards the imperial arniy was surprised
by the hlaliraftas and many were killed. In 1085 he was superintendent of
Surat. In 1698 he was governor of Sorath.

3, In 1670 he was appointed fortress-keeper of Akabarabad. In 1681
he died at Gwalior. There was another man, called Deev Afghan, son of
Dianat Khan, who was also honoured with this title of Mu'atemad Khan in
168i and was made in the same year superintendent of the branding
department. lie died in I691.

r. Cf. Let. CXVII.
.7. Cf. I.et. XXXVI" and CKXVIII,
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dan for the sake of a Hindu is an unreasonable acts‘

LETTER XXXIV.
Exalted son, Mandeswar, the greatest district oi the

province of M:i.lv:i., has been granted to you as a ‘ jaghirf 1
In former times Sar Buland Khiin,‘-i Hasan Ali Khan,“ and a
great officer like Naviizesh Khiin-i-Rfinii, had been appointed
police officers of this district. This light of my eyes (i.e.,
my dear son) should send there an intelligent, honest, and
brave officer. One day it was said in the presence of His
Majesty (Shah Jehzin) that the splendour of the house, the
increase of property, and the prosperity of the ‘ jiighir '
districts, of Sa'ad Allah Khiin ‘* depended upon (the
management of)Abd1"1l Nabi,liis secretary, and that thc
Khan himself spent his time zealously in the (discharge oi)
state affairs. Once, His Majesty, by way of suggestion,
told him, “ I have heard that you possess the philosopher's

3. This shews Aurung/ebe’s partiiility for his co-religionists and
antipathy to the Hindus, and further proves that he was not of a catholit.
mind. z\LII'lll1gL€bC removed capable lliiidu oflicials, unlike Akbar,
from the state sersice and replaced interior Muslims in their places.
Khah Khan states in his history that Aurungsebe, in 167:, issued orders to
varioiis governors of the empire to the effect that the Hindus should be
dismissed from goternment service and be replaced by the Moliemadans; but
the order was not properly carried into effect.

1. “ The king, as proprietor of the land, rnalies over a certain quantity
to military men, as an equivalent for llltll' pay; and this grant is called
‘jaqliir’, or, as in Tiirlzey, ‘tiin.ir' ; the \sord ‘jagliir’, signiiying the sfiot from
which to draw, or the place of salary. hnnilar grants are made to governors,
in lieu of their salary, and also for the support oi their troops, on condition
that they pay a certain sum anrinallv tn the l-ring out oi any surplus revenue
that the land may yield". liernier.

2. He was appointed governor of Akbarabad in 167 5. Altcrwards he
was made Mir Bakhaslii. In 1678 he xx as entitled Sail Khan. He died in
1680. .'\I.ll'llflg£Ci7Lt \\ as very sorry to lose the services of such an honest and
sincere ollicer.

3. Saiyad Hasan Ali K.li.'m, son of Saiyad AhdCill.'i Khan Bareh. He
was ‘ faujdir ’ of Hoshaiig.'ib.id and of .\’adarb:'ir. In 1681 he was honoured
with the title of Il.ili.idi3r Alamgir Sh.i.hi for displaying bravery during the
war with the Rani of Udeptir. Then he was sent to Mandeswar. He died
in 1687. lie was very brave, honest and sincere.

4. Cl. Let. XV.
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stone. (l hope) you will present it to me.” He replied,
“I possess one (i.e., Abdul Nabi) in the form of a ’man and
whicluhas the quality of ' producing gold." His‘ Majesty
thapl:ed;,God and spoke sweetly, “I praise yo'u for this
quality of yours (and) give away his services to you.' ' An
intelligent, honest, God-fearing, and. well-behaving man is
rare. (Couplet) ‘ Human beings are found everywhere in
this world, but, their essence (i.e., honesty) is found
rarely." "5 The above-mentioned Khan bowed down to His
Majesty.

LETTER XXXV.
n

_ Exalted son, I have come to know about the occupation
and action of the manager of the district of your ‘ jzighir ’
from the letter sent by the reporter. Why are you careless
about the day of judgment?‘ 1(Verse) _“ Alas ! alas ! justice
from the hand of negligence."

~ 1704. LETTER XXXVI.
Exalted son, I knew you to be (a man) of great sense

and of good disposition in everything. (Verse) “ May God
protect your handsome face from an evil eye.” it is strange
that ‘you have dismissed Muhammad Beg Khan 1 and given
the ‘ faujdeirship "-’ of Sorath 3 to Sheer Andziz Khan. The
results of personal and able affairs oi mankind are clear.
(Verse) “ The outward appearance of a man is a mirror for
his heart (i.e., the character of a man can be judged from
his outward appearance)? Here in Sorath Kutbudimt the
 . LI - _ __*. "'1' "VJ _ I'll? IIIIL _—— — —_— _ V» _— 7 ~——————

. Cf. Let. XV.
Cf. Let. XXI".

. Cf. Let. XXX".
Cf. Let. XIX.

. Cf. Let. XIX.
. Kfilhficlin Kheshqi was appointed governor of Sorath in 1659. In-lwgsl-If-Ln
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noble ‘ Pauj-Haztiri,’ had been appointed. _I won’t take
any objection if you appoint Saiyad Kamail 5 andvSaiy'ad
Muraid, who are honoured and respected, in this jprovince,
to some extent. Under any circumstance, the ‘ faujdairshipi’
of the above province, together with districts connected
with this province, are given to "you in ‘ jzighir.’ You
should appoint over them a faithful servant whom' you
consider worthy (Of the post). If Amain Anus Beg 6 and
Bahadur Beg Sherviini can induce themselves to be away
from you, apparently you will entrust them with this
‘ faujdtiri ’. Honesty and ability play the greatest part in
the management of political and financial affairs. The unfit
and selfish are many; while the worthy and true are very
few. His Majesty, having his abode in heaven (i.c., Akbar,
Aurungzebe’s great grandfather), had ( many ) faithful
servants. He entrusted them with (the work of _ gaining)
successive victories and (of performing) many affairs. And
in the time of His Majesty (Shah lehti-n) there came for-
ward many brave and faithful se"rvants, well-behaving
officers, and able secretaries. Notwithstanding so many
faithful servants, His Majesty, with his holy personality,
looked after the transaction of (state) affairs very carefully.
I remember that when His Majesty sent Murrid’ Bakhsha 7
to Balkh in order to conquer the provinces of our ancestors,
an army registrar was wanted. Twenty persons. muployed
or unemployed (in the state), applied for this post. Now

100:: he “as temporarily appointed ncc1oy_oI bujaxat. In 100; he annexed
Nawlmagar to Gujarat and named it Islixntnagar. j . _ j J

' 5. The son of Saiyad Kamil; he mas made the fort-rlwepcr of bidli. (in.
Gujarat) in 1674.

6. Cf. Let. XXIII and XXXVIL
7. CI. Let. r. ,

8. It is strange that Aururigacbc cannot hut! .1 single true, honest or
able man in his service. Perhaps it is owing to his suspicious and distrustful
nature. i Cf. Let. XV and XXVIII. Though .':.aruag::gbi:comp1aincd of the
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I want a true and able man for the ministership of Bengal ;
but I find none.“ Alas! alas ! for the rarity of useful men.

Zfiltilnli

.704. LETTER xxxvn.
Exalted son, notwithstanding your good intention,

why are you indifferent to the actions (i c., tyranny) of
oppressors and to the infliction of punishment on those
misled people (tyrants)? Everyday in the districts of
Hiijip1"ir,1 Miyzinpur,” and other police stations, strife and
quarrel, oppression and tyranny, take place. The Kolis“
plunder (the town of) Mairganjfi situated close to the
(quarters of the royal) army. They bind the inhabitants of
the town and the poor travellers and carry them away.
You have appointed Aimin Allzih Beg“, the superintendent
of the artillery and of the palace, the police officer of
Navtihfi. He gave ‘ patelships ’7 to his dishonest and cor-
rupt relatives. The oppressed cannot complain to you
against his power. Alaslalasl Time passes away like a
sword (i.c., swiftly); and the reproach of the people of
the world and the fear of the Glorious and High God are
removed from the heart. The ‘faujdiirship’ should be
‘ "; ' " ' ' . ' ."1:;@-r' zrir ' , i ; s 5* __ e ,_ » W H, ,_____:_-,,: .... __ W ,_;,__,,_,.___.__ ___,........._.t.-

scarcity of honest men in his court there were many honest men already
serving under him, such as, Fiizel Kh.in, Ain.inat Kh.in, Mimi Yzir Ali,
Muhammad Yar Khan, Shfija’.it Khan, and others.

1. A district in Gujarat.
2. Another district in Gujarat.
3. A low class aboriginal tribe of Gujarat. The Coolis or Kgilts are

‘ the greatest iobbers and altogether the most unprinciplcd people in Hin-
lostan.” (liernier). But they are not so now. It was to a man belonging
o this tribe, h.tIllCtl l\'.inji Koli of I-(udi, that Dara fled and from whom he
.0Ltgl1l1})I'O1t2CliOI1. 1659.

4. A town in Gujarat.
5. Cf. Let. XXIII and }{X,‘{\. 1.
ti. Cf. Let. XXIII. ,
;-1. Cf. Let XXIII.
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given to one of the Gujarzitis, either to Saldar Khan-i-Sé.ni5
tr to the sons of Bahlol Shervri.ni9, who, in the time of
ihujéfat Khan, had acquired a good name and who quin-
nunicate with the inhabitants of the town (of Navtih). I
say plainly that on the day of judgment we shall have to
give an account of our actions before God for shewing
avour to and connivance at (the actions of corrupt ofii-
:ers).1° You should send to the province reliable and
:a.utious reporters, and send me daily reports of the results
>f the orders (issued by you), and should engage yourself in
'epairing the time. (Verse) “ When on the day of judg-
nent there will be an inquiry about my crimes, the records
af the crimes of all the people of the world will be torn to
pieces (i.e., the crimes of all people are insignificant in
zomparison to mine and therefore they will be forgiven by
God on the day of judgment, but I will not be forgiven)."11

1696. LETTER XXXVIII.
Exalted son, Krizi Abdiillrtl joined God's mercy (i.c.,

died). He used to please me and (my) subjects during his
V V W _ __;_Vfl _ _,_ '__ ,_ I .:_ .__:__ - .__.,:-;-__~ , _. - —,..._...-._.=*\... -. - —._—-_ _ sf _. r H _ _ ,,,_r_i__i_.___ _ __‘ _ _nnc."_;,n|\IIII\nnuun

8. Or Safdar Khan—i-Bili, was appointed governor of Pitan (in
Gujarat) in 1697. ll-Ie was displeased with Shuja’at Khan, governor of
Ahmedabad, and returned to Malua. He olfcred Prince A'.uam to slay or
capture alive Dfirgadiis the Rajput ; but he failed in this attempt. 1703. In
I704 he was made governor of Bijapur. lle was defeated and made prisoner
by the Mahrattas near the Nerbadda (in the battle of Ratanpfir, 1705).
Again he offered to kill or capture Durgadas. This time most probably he
killed the Rajput. 1700. He was very brave.

9. Muhammad Ilahlol Khan Shervam. lle \vus sent against the
Rajput chief of Idar, who had revolted against Auruug/.ebe. He defeated
the chief who fled to a cave where he died from want of his usual dose of
opium. 1679. Bahlol Khan was much praised and was appointed to the
charge of Idar. Afterwards he was made governor of Baroda where he died
in 1696 and was succeeded by Muhammad Beg Khan. ~

IO. Cf. Let. XXIII and XXXV.
1;. Of. Let. VII and XLIV.
1. Sheikh-ul-Islam, the eldest son of Kauai Abdul \Vahab who was the

author of a ‘ Dastiir-ul-Ainal ’ which he dedicated to Aurungtebe. lie was
6
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tenure of ‘ kiiziship '. I do not know about the condition
of his sons. Abdel Majeed Khan, his eldest son, was, for a
time, ‘your ‘ kiizi rikiib ’.‘~’ Write to me if he possesses the
qualifications of learning, iinselfishness, and goodness.
There is no more important work than ‘ kaziship ’, because
the people of God (whose dignity is great) are imprisoned
or sentenced to death by the decision of a ‘ kzizi ’. Kiizi
Sheikh-i"il-Islii.m was helped, as it was necessary, by the
divine grace in doing good, to inquire into and distinguish
between right and wrong. A good man is very rare ; and a
rare thing is non-existent; (therefore, logically, a good man
is non-existent; i.e., there is no good man in the world).

--_¢

LETTER XXXIX.
Exalted son, I have heard (that) the superintendent,

appointed by you before my final decision, is cautious.
(But) here (in the court), Siiivash Khan Shiih Mir is partial
notwithstanding his high post and an adequate ‘ jiighir ’.
Honesty is an essential qualification in a servant. Write
to me whether Asad-(id-Din, the son of Dihiver Khan, who
is near you, possesses this quality (of honesty), in addition
to intelligence ; if so, I will summon him into my presence,

a native of Alimedibad. After the death of his father (1674) he was appoint-
ed by Aui-uni;/i.-be blieiltli-ul-lslaiii (the chief t.idi). llc gave away all the
property of his deceased father to lllS three younger brothers and to the needy
and the pooi. In 108'; lie went on a pilgriniage to Mecca and returned from
there iii 160; \\hcii he \\'.i'~. \\ ell received by the emperor in the Deccan.
After .t short time he utnt lo .\limt'd.tb.id to pax at \l2>lt to the tombs of the
holy saints there and to see his faiiiily. Then he started for the Deccan to
see the emperor again, but died on his waj. 1696. Aurungzebe was very
sorry to hear of his death. Kh.ifi Khan says that in the whole Mogul Em-
pire tliere uas not it single cadi so dei oted, pious and honest as this man.
He did not receite any bribe when he held the post of ‘ kiiziship.’

2. A judge \\ ho in the time of the Moguls followed a king or a prince
when he \\ent on an expedition or on hunting. It literally means ‘ the kazi
who f0ll0\\s the stiii-up of it king or of a prince.’

Note Aiirting1ebe’s ansictv for the interests of the sons of his deceased
oliiccrs. Cf. Let. XXXIII and CXXVIII.

I
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and appoint him to the post. I, with a wounded heart,
insensible, and needy, always seek for honest human beings.
These honest people fall under the category of the phoenixl
(i.e., like the phoenix, they are known by their names only,
but never seen in the world ; i.c., honest people are not to
be found in this world)? A philosopher was asked “What's
the medicine for the disease of selfishness? " He replied,
“ Selfishness is an innate quality ; which gives a polish to
the deep and careful attention of the master, so that the
servant may not remain needy in any way and his essence
(i.e., honesty) may be bright and shining under any cir-
cumstance and its purity may not be destroyed by the rust
of need."

LETTER XL.
Exalted son, robbers are practising their profession

often from Chamiirknndeh to Kzidir:’tbi’ul.‘ Very few travel-
lers traverse the road in safety. Most probably there
must be some cause for this. A word to the wise is suffi-
cient. You receive news soon whether from a distance or
from near. For the bad plight, why don't you think of the
day of judgment? Attention with regard to the end of our
life must he paid just now. It is just to favour a good ser-
vant for his distinction (in service) and to punish a bad one
for his bad action. As you sow, so shall you reap. I am
anxiously waiting for your reply. A tya ant asked for
blessings for himself from a holy man. He replied, “ Re-
garding the oppressors themselves they have no effect of
blessings but giving justice to the oppressed (i.e., the only
“way for tyrants to enjoy the effect of blessings is to cease
oppressing the people)."

I. A fabulous bird, known by this name but never found in the world.
The Persian word for it, ‘ finlszi ’, is derived from Ar. ‘ fink ’, the neck, be.
cause it is supposed to have a tall neck. Cf. Shakespeare's ' Arabian bird.’

2. Cf. Let. XV, XXVHI and XXXVI.
g. Two towns in the Deccan, near Ahmzulnagar.
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LETTER XLI.
Exalted and dear son, I was pleased with some pass-

ages in the diary of His Majesty (i.e., Shah Jehzin). For my
love to you, I have written them involuntarily to my dear
son, so that I myself do not enjoy their benefit alone. (The
passages are as follow). ‘ Some actions are the best : not
to countenance a bad man ; not to disappoint a man by the
non-fulfilment of his desire ; not to afflict a man of a good
temperament ; not to beg notwithstanding extreme need ;
to keep company with the pious ; to search for the worthy
and the able; to avoid the company of fools; to give the
deserving, as much as you can, before they ask for it; to
honour the learned; to spend one's time in justice (or in
work) ; not to pay attention to the doctrines of the sacri-
legions ; not to be unconscious of the condition of the
faithful agents ; to derive benefit from the company of the
holy who are strangers in this world; to encourage those
who do good for the affairs of this and the next world '.

In this age also there are many good men ; but where
are those who search for such good men and encourage them
by their favour P] Evidently, the succeeding generation will
be worse. (Verse) “ I am anxious about the condition of
the times; because, may God forbid, there will be worse
times than this ”. You, who have an intention of (succeed-
ing to) sovereignty (after me),2 should desire, search for,
employ, and favour (such good men).

LETTER XLII.
Exalted son, I liked very much ‘ Gfilshan-rawén ’, the

fat horse you have sent me for riding. He has a graceful
gait, a mane, a fine form and all the equestrian qualities.
You are much pleased with often riding on ‘ Nilfifar ' and
, -'1-nun” 1. ‘--1'? ' - ‘=1: -— - --~~~~ r .. *2 ' ' ~ -, ,, ~ _,__ H,-; - . "' s‘-"~’*'*'" “res-

” 1. Cf. Let. XXXlX where Aurungzebe complains about the scarcity of
good and honest men.
,.. =-. cr. 1.a.xxvn.
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‘Chawti.-chandan ’ (two horses). I send you a Turkey
horse, called ‘ Khnsh-kharsim ’ and ‘Sabri-raftii.‘ (another
horse), presented to me by Amtinat Khan‘, and trained
under the supervision of Allah Ytir Khan. But the miser
head groom sheds tears (and says) “ Why does Your Majes-
ty give away (such) fine horses"? Notwithstanding, I
will send them to you.

1700. LETTER xtm.
Exalted son, you must have learnt, from the letter of

the agent and the reports of the spies, the details of hard-
ships in the invasion of the Ghauts.1 The Mohemadans
and the army had to undergo worse conditions and unbear-
able toils. God be thanked that the calamities of this
invasion came entirely to an end and were compensated
for by victory and success. Though such hardships are
said to be caused by the sins of mankind, yet the action of
the governor has a great effect upon the good and evil of
people. The action of the governor suggests misery or
misfortune on this poor and useless person (i.e., Aurungzebe
himself). The fortress of Satt:i.rzi.'3 _is now called (by me)
A’azam-ttira (and given to you). You should issue an order
that the drum of victory will be beaten in your own name.
_-1.-. —_ ~ ~~—_~_ em e W -. . —~—~<_:..: W . e e —~ T: ;..—.=~- .. ~-.~: .:<-n».—'--

I. Alias Saiyad Ahamad, was honoured with the title of ‘ Khan ’ in
1670 and appointed minister of Bengal. In 1676 he was made fort-keeper of
Lahore. Afterwards he became superintendent of Surat. He died in 1698.
Cf. Let. XXV.

1. An Indian word for mountains. Cf. the Eastern Ghauts and the
Western Ghauts of the Deccan. “ The vast range of hills which accompanies
the sea coast, and always in fight of it from Cape Comorin to Damau, is
called the Ghauts, an Indian word which signifies ‘ passages ’ ”. ‘ Ghant '
lit. means ‘ a break ’. It is sometimes applied to ‘ a ford ’. Here in the text
the Western Ghauts or the Syhtidree Mountains are meant.

2. A town and fort in the Konkan, taken by Aurungzebe in I700 and
named A'azam-tara (lit. the greatest star) after his son A’azatu. It was
Aurungzehe's whim to change the Hindu names of towns and cities into
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You may remember the words‘ uttered by you in your
childhood, “Bil.baji, dhfin, dhfin”-3 The fortress of
Barntl-la‘ is now called (by me) Naval-taré. Ask for the
details of my expedition from your slave-girls.

jg¢_ 

1704. LETTER XLIV.1
Exalted son, you have seen the dervish, Mir Arab, in

Ahmedabtid. Of course, you should again go to him and
present him compliments from me who am ashamed of
departing for the next world and who desire the pleasures
oithis world. You should request him to pray for our
happiness and for the safety of our religion. Tell him that
I am approaching death and have been far from good ac-
tions. (Tell him further that) the life of this negligent

..||- V. 1'” _ _e ~ — s '_ ,___r ' _ '" ,:— ;,f , i_ H "

Moheinadan ones through his fanaticism. Cf. Let. XI. Sattara literally
means a good or bright star. At first, Sattara belonged to Bijapur ; but was
fltterwards taken by Shivaji. 1673. It was the capital of the Mahratti
Empire for a long time before Poona. Sattara was besieged in 1699 by
Tarbiat Khan, Ruh Allah Khan the Second and Fateh Allah Khan. It was
defended by Pryagji Purvoe. After a long and continued siege it {ell before
the imperial army. 1700. Khafi Khan gives a long and detailed account of
the siege. A poet speaks of Sattara as “ Bzilri-i-sarash zeh amnandi, Tabern-
deb sitzireh bfilandi " (1.0. the height of its top, through exquisiteness,-—
reseinbles-—-the exalted bright star). It was a strong and important fortress.
“It was the depository and refuge of much opulence and treasure.’ It was a
state prison of the Adil Shahi dynasty. Afterwards it became the state
prison of the Mahrattas.

3. A Hindustani phrase for ‘ Papa, (the drum produces the sound) dhun,
dhun '. ‘ Dhun ’ is an onomatopoetic word repeated twice. It is the sound
produced by a drum while being beaten.

4. Parnala, a town and fort in the Deccan, near Kolapur. Formerly it
belonged to Bijapur; but was afterwards taken by Shivaji by a stratagem.
1659. Here Rustam Khan, a Bijapuri general, was defeated by Shivaji in
i660. It was taken by A'azam ; but was again captured by the Mahrattas.
I693. Afterwards it was retaken by the Moguls in 1699. Cf. Let. CXI. Khafi
Khan says that it was named by Aurungzebe ‘ Bani (or Nabi) Shah Darag.’

1. Here Aurungzebe repents of the sins and crimes perpetrated by him
during his youth. Cf. Let. Vll.
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person (i.c., Aurungzebe) has been passed in vain and the
remaining portion of it will also be passed without any
fruit; (anclthat) death approaches while salvation recedes,
(Verse) “ Whatever I have done, even a blind man cannot
do; I have lost God in this world (i.c., I did not remember
God in this world)."

...-.------.>-¢ -Q.-nan» \--p -

LETTER XLV.

Exalted son, the misbehaviour and impudent conduct
of Mir Badhfifl (your) foster brother (towards you), have
been fully laid bare to me by the reports of your expedition.
The (following) couplet of ‘ the Spiritual Leader ’ ” applies
to his case. (Couplot) “ The favours of God treat you
mildly ; but if you go beyond (the mild treatment) you are
disgraced (or punished by Him) ”.“ You thought it neces-
sary to reproach and to disgrace him, because he boasts of
the claims of his old mother.‘ (But) he does not know the
(following) words of Sa'adi.~" (Couplet) “ Don’t put the
king, whom you serve, under any obligation ; know that it
is you who are obliged by the king by his giving service to
you.” Any how the Obliging King (i.c., God) has endowed
men with wisdom and (other) good qualities. It is better
if you follow my advice and forgive him this fault ; because,
(verse) ‘ Criminals are worthy of favour.’
___ __ ____ __ ___ _ ,_,., __,.,,..,.. _, ._...,,_. -...-.» ...- -._-.. N... _..--a-I-¢:' ‘:1 '1_, _::IpIIt _, 1-q:__"'* uqwrc-Jn$lo€l:_;;T

1. Cf. Let. XXIV.
2. An epithet of Maul.in.i J al.il-utl-Din Roumi, a great Sufi poet of

Persia, chiefly known for ‘ Masnavi ’ writing. He was born at Balkh in
1207 and died in I273. lie was also a metaph} sxcian. Cf. Let. LIV.

Cf. Let. XCII.
Le. Zdhedeh Bzinu. Cf. Let. XXIV.

5. Another great Persian poet, chiefly known for ‘ Ghazal ’ writing.
He is considered to be the great moral teacher of Persia. He was born at
Shiraz about 1175 and died in 1292. At first he served as a soldier. lle
was a great traseller unlike 11.257. and visited India. Jzimi, a Persian poet,
sails him ‘ the nightingale of the groves of Shiraa.’

-BD8°0
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LETTER XLVI.

Exalted son, His Majesty (Shah jehan) askid Sa'ad
Allah Khé.n',1 “ What are the means of satisfying t e Crea-
tor and what are the good fruits of our life ? ” He replied,
“ Iustice and charity with which God has endowed your
most holy person-” A person said to the qualified Khan in
a sarcastic tone, “ Honest and faithful men are very rare in
this world;possibly you know this." He replied, “The
world is not, in any way, devoid of honest people. A wise
man must take good men into his service, look after their
welfare, realise his desires through them, and not listen to
the words of the selfish against them.” His Majesty ob-
served, “ Honest and respectable men and good officers are
rare. He who is favoured by God with the highest posi-
tion must inquire into the condition of honest and good
people. He must not regard an able person worthless
though he may be a stranger. He must avoid the company
of foolish and worthless people though they may be equal
to him in position. He must favour and patronise a good
and friendly officer.”

u--p----0-.-» -<.-_,--»_--_-.-..~--

LETTER XLVII. _

Exalted son, one day His Majesty (Shah Jehan) said
privately to Dani. Sheknh,1 “ You should not be ill-disposed
to and suspicious of the royal grandees.” You should treat
all of them with favour and kindness and not listen to the
words of the selfish and the liars against them. Because
this advice will be one day useful to you." As my heart
warms towards you, I write to you what I ought not to
write. To shew hypocrisy to worthy people is to spoil the
business.
———~'J"*' ‘ ~’#>“- ‘ 1. .*> . ..*. - =__-_=__._:___.-_- --_- .- --- ----—----Q - --. _,, .1: .....,--,_ e ; _¢¢_ ._.. _..__-_.__ Hf; ,1 , , 1, -an-— ——__1r_ __,,

1. Cf. Let. XV.
1. Cf. Let. V.
2. But Aurungzebe was some“ hat suspicious.
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LETTER XLVIII.

Exalted son, one day His Majesty (sun. Iehtiu) enter-
ed the ‘ Ghosal Khiineh ’ 1 in a sad mood. Sa'ad Allah
Khan? and Ali Mardzin Khan“ asked for the cause of dis-
traction of his noble mind. His Majesty observed, “ Some
of the civil and financial officers have died. Other digni-
fied persons are not found immediately to undertake such
important affairs. My mind is not at peace for the thought
lest order will be destroyed.” Kilich Khzin* said, “ The
 ‘1.1n_1_ ' _i:*__*1__ _ "'1-—_—‘ '1 1.-11- ~—~ —~* __ _ — ' __ ——— ;§ xg ——— r———;—~ 1 ~ > Q1: _; _.' _q* ___ _ ‘ ':_'.Icu¢‘_'_ ."_;tr\~

1. A place in the palace where Shah Johan used to go in the afternoon
after being disengaged from state affairs.

“ The grand hall of the.Aam-0-Khtis (Cf. Let. XII) opens into a more
retired chamber called the ‘ Ghosal Khaneh,' or the place to wash in. Few
persons are permitted to enter this room, the court of which is not so large
as that of the Aam-o-Khas. The hall is, however, very handsome, spacious,
gilt and painted and raised four or five French feet from the pavement,
like a large estrade. It is in this place that the king, seated in a chair, his
Umartihs standing around him, grants more private audiences to his officers,
receives their reports, and deliberates on important affairs of state. Every
Umarah incurs the same pecuniary penalty for omitting to attend this as-
sembly in the evening, as for failing to be present at the Aam-o-Khas in the
morning.” Bernier. Cf. Let. LXX.

2. Cf. Let. XV.

3. The Persian governor of Kandahar which city he surrendered to
Shah Jehan (1637) and entered his service. Sh.ih Jelnin made him governor
of Cashmere and of the Punjab successively. In 1645 he was sent with
Mfiréd to take Balkh and Badakhshan which he took (Cf. Let. I). He was
made by Shah Iehdn Amir-Eil-Umara. He died in 1658. He constructed
a canal at Lahore which still exists. ‘ Ali Mardin, who in his taste and
disposition would not have disgraced the Roman Lucullus, bestowed on the
public numerous edifices and gardens.’

4. Title of Abid Khan who came from Persia to India in the reign of
Shah Jehan who raised him to the rank of 4000 horse. l-le died by a cannon
ball at the siege of Golconda in 1686. He was the father of (.il\.i¢i-i'|<.l-Din
Khan Firuz jang (Cf. Let. CLVII) and the grandfather of the celebrated
Nizam-til-Milk Asaf jab of Haiderabad. ln 1080 he was given the title of
Kilich Khan by Aurungzebc (privately). He had another ison, called Mu-
hammad Aaref,

7
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well-being of the important affairs of the permanent sove-
reignty depends upon the auspices of your holy person.
Your slave has, in a short time, trained five of his servants
in such_a way that they are fit for high posts in the king-
dom, for services in provinces and for the management of
affairs." On hearing these words joy shone on the noble
iace of His Majesty who ordered Kilich Khan to bring the
five servants into his presence in the evening in order to be
inspected for appearance and character. (His Majesty
further remarked), “ How pleasant it is if affairs are trans-
acted according to (one’:;) desires! " Kilich Khan entered
His Majesty’s presence (with his five servants) exactly at
the appointed time. Having attained to the fortune of
(being present into) His Majesty's most holy service he
spoke (to the emperor) about the good character and abili-
ty (of the five servants). Each of them was honoured with
the favour and appreciation of the master of the world (Le.
Shah _[ehzi.n), and was given a worthy and personal (not
hereditary) post and assistants to serve under. His Majes-
ty shewed special favours to the above-mentioned Khan
also. He was given a personal title of ‘ Yak-Hazari ',5 and,
in addition, two hundred cavaliers. His Majesty observed,
(verse) “ May you (the Khan) he happy because you have
made me happy.” Out oi thankfulness for the acceptance
of his request (by Shzih Jeluin) and for the favours of the
bountiful master (i.c. Sluih .leh:i.n), the qualified Khan gave
away in charity one thousand ‘ Mohurs ’ 6 to the deserving.

Q4-_ 

LETTER XLIX.

Exalted son, Kzimyab Khan, the clerk oi the assistant
of your secretary, has written me a letter. (Couplet) “ He

5. Cl. Lct. XVI.

6. A round gold com ol Akbar’: tune, worth about fifteen rupees.

‘I
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who draws the sword of oppression is killed by Providence
with the same sword (i.e., he who practises oppression is
oppressed in return)." What is done (by you) for order
and discipline is done. It would have been better had yotu
not made unallowable haste (in inflicting a capital punish-
ment upon the oppressive officer--mentioned in the clerk's
letter). Nevertheless, though retaliation‘ is a just law,
the affliction of (one’s) heart is the cause of displeasure to
God. For this reason it is said (verse), “ There is pleasure
in pardoning a person, but there is no pleasure in retaliat-
ing on him.”

LETTER L.

Exalted and blessed son, Muhammad Aflazam, may
God save and protect you. You have known the condition
of my riding horses. The Emperor jelui/ngir (Aurungzebe's
grandfather) punished‘ so severely his head groom that it
proved absurd to give him the title of ‘ Sal Shekan Kluin '
(lit. the master of the breaker of the files of an army).
(Verse) “It is quite contrary to the nature of a negro to
call him a ‘kziffir ’ (camphor)."1 His Majesty (Shah Jelnin)
used to say, “ A senseless man spoils the business. We are
helpless in making suitable appointments in times of diffi-
culties and hardships of journey and of arrangement in
an emergency." You should select one irom your grooms
and (then) write to me. (Verse) “ We must put up with
1-‘er ~ - 7 . , __,, ,_ ,, ,, ,- . .—~-fir —_. -~ ' W :~;*-_.. s -.--T--; a-;;__ 1»;-;____¢-_= --- -- -----4- -.---‘~

;. A kindjof punishment (‘l:assas’ )---lile for life, hand’ for hand, foot for
590*, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, wound for wound--mentioned in the Koran
as being just. -

1. The Persian poets call a negro who is black by the name of ‘ kzifiir ’
(camphor) which is white. As it is absurd to call a negro by the name of
‘kafur ’, it was also absurd t0 Call the head groom Ol Jehangir by the name
of ‘ Sat Shekan Khan.’
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every class of people ; what is to be done with them F they
are also people."

LETTER LI.

Exalted son, a reporter writes to his own brother from
the district of Lauli (that) " The tolls on merchants and
travellers bring forth every year from Rs. 15000 to 16000 ;
but the district treasurer and the police officer do no-t send
to the royal treasury more than Rs. 1000 or 2000." Truly,
this is not ‘ rzih-dtiri ’1 (collecting tolls) but ‘rzih-zani ’ (rob-
bing the king of his property). The (use of the) property
of the people (by the king for his private expenses) is un-
lawfulii. If these officers take five percent out of hundred
and one percent out of forty (of the tolls) I will not grudge
it. Suppose that the dishonest practice of the treasurer is
disclosed, the first thing for enquiring into this is that an
order should be issued in the names of the commissioner
and the secretary. Then I know what to do about his
dishonesty. The half of the produce of the land is allow-
able to the landlord and the remaining (half) is the proper-
ty of the king.

In the reign of His Majesty (Shaib Jehan), a person,
at the time oi the passing of the royal procession, cried
out ina loud voice, “This auspicious time is an aggre-
gate of good actions. Just ruler and the greatest mini-
/’" , , ,:_' ,_ --any-min ~ in-r Q3‘ mu-1'_,,,,,L|1— , w-in-nu. ,:_ "1-I-III II-1."-.1.-JI-P

1. Transit duty, a tax levied upon travellers during the time of the
Moguls. It was remitted, along with seventy-nine other taxes, by Aurung-
zebe, when he came to the throne. 165,9. Still it was exacted with greater
rigour by the distant government officials, who took an undue advantage ol
the emperor's leniency. '

2. This is a peculiar characteristic oi Aurungzebe which he followed
according to the dictates of his religion. Before his death he made a will
that his funeral expenses might be defrayed from the proceeds of the sale oi
the caps which he himself had knitted. ~

0
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ster, (Your Majesty) is anxious to have honest secretaries.
Your subjects are in a good and secure condition. It
is a duty incumbent upon me to thank (God) for the
divine favours upon (your) most holy personage." On
hearing these words, H. M. ordered the procession to halt
for a time, called the special olficers from a distance and
raised up his hands for blessing the man; and then present-
ed him a robe oi honour. At that time Sa’ad Allaih Khan
told H. M., “ The necessaries of the life of a man are in
proportion to his desires, and his desires are in proportion
to his good nature."

¢@»a_u|@- 

' LETTER LII.
Exalted son, Sa'aeed Khan Bahztdur Zafer jangl

brought a person into the presence of His Majesty (Shah
Iehan); and out of good grace praised him. Sa'ad Allah
Khan allowed nothing to pass from truth (i.e., gave justice
to the man) and said, “ May Sa’aeed Khan be happy who
presents such a man (before Your Majesty) and speaks to
Your Majesty about his good manners.” Words passed
from the auspicious tongue of H. M. (to the effect that),
“ It is your (Le. officers’) business to bring servants into my
presence, while my work is to patronise them in order to
give lustre to affairs. The oliicers should oblige me by
finding out and then presenting before me erudite and well-
versed secretaries, honest officers and many respectable
soldiers whom I want.” The prime rninister2 said, “ The
man of every class, who does every useful work in your
holy reign, is, in the end, honoured with a worthy post and
presented a costly robe of honour." His Majesty ordered
the prime minister to examine the ability of the man and
F1’ ____ —_ ___ i ~~-\-gr; _ ;— ;_;__ _, ._ H -I - _» 77 ;,_~- — __;._: _

1. An afficer serving under Shah Jehan. He was governor of Cabal
before 1637.

=. 1.». Sa'ad Allah Khan. ct Let. xv. __
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then to give him a fine service. Sa'aeed Khzin Bahiidfir,
out of thankfulness for the good favours of the appreciating
potentate (i e. Shah jehan), distributed Rs. 10000 among
pious, virtuous and poor people.

LETTER LIII.

Exalted son, one day Pahiir Amal, the secretary of the
unfriendly brother,‘ produced a balance sheet before His
Majesty (Shah Jehzin), and said, “ Ten lacs of rupees, for
the payment of the balance of the days in] which we (i.e.
Dziré. and Pahrir Amal) had accounts with each other, are
to be paid from the royal treasury. Your Majesty should
order the payment.” His Majesty handed over the balance
sheet to Sa’ad Allah Khan and said, “ With a view to look-
ing into details, examine the sheet and then speak to me."
The above-mentioned Khan said immediately, “ Such a
large sum of money should not be paid from the royal
treasury. Next time the cash account will be settled for
the payment of each other." After the dispersal of the
court, Dara the Pompous uttered angry words to the prime
minister (i.e. Sa’ad Allah Khan). When the note sent by
the officer of the ‘ Ghosal Khrineh’ 2 reached H. M., at
once H. M. wrote a letter to the unfriendly brother and
inserted the following couplet in it : (Couplet) “ To quarrel
with the good and the virtuous is to shew enmity to one-
self; he who draws a dagger on a mirror draws it on him-
self." (H.M. further wrote in the letter) “It is a special
qualification of princes to distinguish between right and
wrong. Pahdr Amal wants to economise for you while
Sa'ad Allah Khan does to preserve my property. If the
balance sheet was verified from your account book, it was

I. I.e. Dara. Cf. Let. V.

20 Cf. LCM
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vour duty to inquire whether it was possible or impossible
for Sa'ad Allzili Kliiin to pay the sum. Qtherwise it is very
bad to alfiict (the hearts of) the royal servants. especially
Sa'ad Allah Kliiin. It is good to win the hearts of these
men.3 Able and intelligent servants are the source of iii-
crease of property and of a good name to their masters."
In the evening His Majesty presented Sa’ad Alliih Kliiiii
some bundles of Mahmudif cloth enibroideicd in one colour
and three thousand ‘ diniirs ’ 7' in cash.

LETTER LIV.‘ _
Exalted son, this verbal story has reached my ears

from a reliable source. I write it to you in details so that
you may also know it. One day His Majesty (Sliiih leliiiii)
honoured Ali Mardi'in Kliiin” and Sa’ad Alliili Kliiini‘ with
the distinction of special audience before H. M.’s presence ;
and said eloquently, “ The order and management of the
kingdom and property simply depend upon wisdom and
justice. May God forbid, if an unworthy king attains to
the dignity of sovereignty and appoints ministers and nobles
having no sound judgment to posts (in the kingdom), abso-
lute disorder will prevail in the management of the country.
Then follow the ruin and poverty of the subjects, and the
country yields a reduced revenue and (thus) is ruined. For
pleasing God’ you should associate with the pious and the
""7" e ' - _ ’ " ' x "cur -c , _; 1:;_ ~ 1' ; ' _-" —:_ ' 1-~-re->13--=:' >- ,4 1_r—;—:,:;' '1'; _1‘1T_'_'_""*

3. Cf. Let. V.

4. C_f. Lct. XXVI.

5. An ancient gold i..Olfl, wcigliing one ‘misqual,’ i.r. 96 barley grains.

1. This lcttcr gives us .iii iiisiglit into tlic eliaractcrs of Aurungzcbo
and of his three brotlicrs, D31-.1, Sliuj.i. and .\lur.id.

2. Cf. Let. XLVIII.

3" CL XV!
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religious. After the five prayers you should pray for me
‘that the splendour of the kingdom may not diminish and
that no one may use abusive language. After. my death
the son who succeeds me‘ will be helped with good graces.
Many times I have been thinking that though the eldest
son of sovereigntyii possesses dignity and pomp and grand-
eur and glory, he is an enemy of the good and a friend to
the bad.“ (Verse) ‘He is good towards the vicious and
unfriendly towards the virtuous.’ Shfljzil possesses no
quality except generosity. Mfirzid Bakhshaa has no virtue
at all. He is engaged in eating and drinking and is con-
stantly indulging in wine. But such and such a person, i.e.
this humble mortal (i.e. Aurungzebe), seems to me to possess
determination and foresight.9. Most probably he will be
king alter me.” $a’ad Allah Khan recited the (following)
‘I-r _ __ _ W N ____",f ___ ___ ‘I'll |____ _‘-t__.m_. _. V; a ._~___._. e__..,-._._A_.___;_;s_ ._ —; e J... _ -s-n1_' *

4. Shah Jehan was deceived by destiny. Aurungzebe, his third son,
came to the throne before his death. He was imprisoned by his ungrateful
son and died eight years after Aurungzebe’s accession to the throne.

5. I.c. Dara. Cf. Let. V.

6. In all probability this is historically incorrect. No doubt he insti-
gated the murder of Sa'ad Allah Khan, an honest and good man with whom
he seems to have been not on good terms.

7. Cf. Let. XCI.

8. Cf. Let. I. g

9. Here again Aurungzebe speaks humbly and politely about himself.
Though he boasts of his foresight, history proves that he greatly lacked this
faculty. He committed a grave political blunder in conquering Golconda and
Bijapur which, left to themselves, would have served to keep the rising
Mahrzittzi power in check. He would have most probably succeeded in
crippling down this power in its infancy with the help of these two Mohe-
madan kingdoms in the South. Aurungzebe could not foresee that this
rising power would overthrow his mighty empire within a short time after
his death. Again he made a great mistake in alienating the Rajputs from the
Moguls and thus departing from Akbar’s wise and foresighted policy. lie
could not foresee that the English would take the place of the Moguls in
India within a century. Aurungzebe’s life was a failure on account of his
shortsighted policy. But, no doubt, he was a man of great resolution as has
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hemistich of ‘the Spiritual Leader’1": “A foresighted man
is auspicious." His Majesty observed, (verse) “\Vho
will be selected by God and towards whom will His
inclination be? "

@¢@¢——m 

LETTER LV.

My dear son, it is said that on the day of ‘Chaiikil,’ Ali
Mardan Khz5.ii'3, Abu Sa'aeed Marz, and Kilich Khiiii‘ used
to first offer the soldiers coffee ; then at the time of break-
fast, they used to serve them breakfast; at the time of
dinner, dinner; and at the time of departure, perfumes
and ‘pans*.’ They used to send various dishes to the family
members of the soldiers and to say ‘Their wives and child-
-’€_‘ I " f . ,4:__{_a_-t_, 1.Q.'q____:_1‘__**x4__;_; ‘\__‘ —-91.4-—f_ ' -_~_ A ~ _~ 1* ' —e_-.——»~ ———4-e:=!__:* *_-1 _—— 4 ~ ~ - ~‘—Q4:_-.Jb-_~.—_—A_ .. A~—_-*_-_--Q-1--an-4-gs

bggn proved by history. He possessed a resolute anti calm mind of which he
gave numerous proofs during his lifetime. As .1 prince, when he xv.“
surrounded by enemies on all sides at llallih and wa-.in grout danger 11¢
dismounted at sunset and knelt down to pray to (iod. In his fight with
Dziré, at Sainiigarh he was on the point of losing the battle; but he did not
lose heart but remained calm and ordered his ¢l€pl'i;tnl;"; logs to he clinined
together. Again he exl . ited the same spirit when his son Akbar _|OlI‘I¢cl
the Raijputs and rebelled against him.

Bemier says, “ He (Aurungzehe) was reserved, subtle, and .1 completq
master of the art of dissimulation." Agiiiii he says that he p()‘¥§U'»'sC(.l a.
sounder judgment (than Dani) and that “ The high opinion expressed by
Shah Jehan of his son Aurungzebe provoked the envy of lJ.ii.i.”

go. Cf. Let. XLV.

1. Watcli, an Indian word.

“ Mounting guard is called in llindi ‘ Chauki.’ There are three kinds of
guards. The four divisions of the army have been divided into seven parts,
each of which is appointed for one day, under the superintendeiice of a
trustworthy ‘ mansabdair’."

Ain-i-Akbari.
2. Cf Let. XLVIII.

3. Cf. Let. XLVIII.

4. Bctels, an Indian word. Cf. Let. CXLVIH.

8
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ren do not taunt us for feeding the soldiers alone and for
went of magnanimity (towards them) and are not grieved’.

In former times a person began to complain of the
times before a great man. The great man said, “We shou-
ld thank (God) for and praise the present time much; be-
cause man has no fear about his livelihood and no anxiety
about his person and property (in Shah ]ehiin’s time).
There is no fear of relaxation in (one‘s) religion and faith.
In future, the intentions of mankind will be changed and
severe oppression will take place. Justice and gratitude
will totally disappear. Administrators and protectors of
cities will be publicly engaged in plundering (people). The
ruling king of the (future) time will not give justice to the
oppressed. The nobles will try to support the tyrants for
the (mutual) benefit of one another. The rights (of people)
will be disregarded and be trampled under foot. Wives
will display bravery while daughters will be honoured with
ministerships. Men of merit, on account of discouragement
and want of appreciation, will purposely abstain from help-
ing in the improvement of affairs. Worthy oficers,
nothwithstanding their retirement from office, will not be
safe (from oppression). The foolish and the inexperienced
will manage the state affairs. The sons will afflict (their)
fathers and the fathers will have no paternal love for (their)
sons. Virtuous wives will weep for the debauchery and
disaffection of (their) profiigate husbands. There will not
be timely rain. The governors, through their selfish
ominous nature, will cause corn to be sold dearer. The
countries will be ruined owing to the oppression of the
rulers. Public women will live openly in the houses of
nobles and great men. Men will like to be clad in the
dress of women (i. e., will prove cowards)/1

 I€1%
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1690 or 1701. LETTER LVI.

Exalted son, Fézil Khan‘, your spiritual leader, died.
I am sorry (for his death). He was confidential (or
learned), careful about his business, and of a good disposi~
tion. He kept finance ollicers under his charge carefully
and cautiously. He illumined the house of this humble
creature (5. e., Aurungzehe himself) with his stewardship.
You should not also doubt the good nature of Vazier Khan
Haji Muhammad’. Though Saiyad Muhammad Khan and
Mir Nayaz are not bad, yet they are strict oliicers. \Vhen
most of the officers under you are my servants, just now I
want Kéhil Khan and I require him from you. You should
appoint Muhammad Muhasan to the office held by Kiibil"
Khan. In my court there is dearth of good men (z'.e., are
very few)“. Till his arrival here Inziyat Allzih Khan‘ will
*—v M _ " 71:" H ' '~ ----=¢- , ——,—:__A_,__ _'- I -— .A_-._' _;,,._ -_____;_.___ ~ H 1 I A-,-_v__'__.. _, __ 1 _—: 4- ' -:_ ‘_:.:'"':_'. "1

I. Deputy minister of Aurungrebe alter the death oi Ragunaith (1063).
He died in the same vear. His original name was Ahul Mull: Tuni,and
he revised the ‘Bzidshzih N.imch' oi Muhammad Wziris. At first he was
chief steward of Aurungzehe. lle was a nobleman of Khoraszin and was
very honest and well versed in astrology. His counsels were essentially
useful to Aurungzebe. Bernier mentions him in his hook and calls him
“ The illustrious Fizil Khan, a minister charged with the weightiest concerns
of the empire, on whose decision depended the amount of my salary as
Physician."

There was another man bearing the same title, whose original name
was A’atim:id Khan. He was honoured with the title of Flzil Khin in
;689. He also was chief steward. He died of plague in 1690;

There was a third man holding the same title, who was also chief
steward. In 1697 he was appointed governor ol Cislnnere in place of Abu
Nasr Khan. He left Cashmere for the Deccan, but died on the way. 170K.
It is not clear which of the last two is mentioned here.

2. Governor of Burhénpur. In r664 he was made governor of Ujjain.

3. Cf. Let. XXXVI.

4. Aurungzebe’s chief secretory who collected the emperor’s letters
lrno-wn as ‘Rub.’ at-i~Alamgiri ’ which are here translated into English-. CL
Prelace 8: Let. CXVI.
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act for him, though he has much work. Hiifizeh Mariam-1
claims a better right. Her son (i. e., Iniiyat Allah Khan)
is known to me by his ability ; but he is harsh towards his
relatives. Directly and indirectly I often tell you by way
of advice, “ Ragumith Sa’ad Allah Khan“ did not assign
financial posts to his own brothers and used to say, ‘ Those
very brothers are (like) officers who bring ruin to the houses
(ol their masters). May God guide or kill them’."

LETTER LVIL1

Exalted son, the delicious mangoes (sent by you)
sweetened the palate of the old father. May the happiness
and fortune of the young son ((i.e., A’azam) be augmented.
(Verse) “ Whatever proceeds from a friend is good.”

gpI—-Q-—-0-—----_---___¢---_

1704. LETTER LVIII.
Exalted son, life of the father, produce of the life of the

lather (i.e., dear son), the province of Gujaratl is not like
of ' ' . x ..-~—~_— . . H H __ . _.__~--— —— : . __ 7 '7 — ——~o

5. A nurse of A'azam and mother of Inziyat Allah Khan and tutoress
ol the princess Zib-in-Niszi Begum, Auruugzebe's daughter. By her
influence her son was raised by degrees to the rank of 2500.

6. A Hindu chief who was brought up, patronised and introduced
into the royal presence of Sh.ih Jehin by Sa’ ad Allah Khan. Shzih Jehén
made him his minister. He was called Rai R.ii.in, the King of Kings. In
1059 Aurung/,ebe conferred on him the title of Rzij.i Ragunzith. He was a
deputv minister to Aurungzebe and died in 1663. Bernier mentions him as
the Rajzi Ragnzit, who acts as vizier’ when he accompanied Aurungzebe in

his journery to Cashmere.

IO Cfo IXQ

1. Gujarat is said to be a contracted form of ‘Gurjar Rashti-a’, the
country of the ‘Gurjars’, who are supposed to have come from Gurjaria or
Georgia, a province of the North of Persia, now in the possession of Russia,
known for her beauties. Cf. Gujarat, a town in the Punjab, where ' a
battle was lou;_-_lit between the Sikhs and the Englisli.
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Bengal, the Deccan and Czibnl (i.e., Gujarat is in the
middle of the empire and not on the borders, like Bengrll,
the Deccan and Czibfil) that owing to a great distance and
a frontier of the kingdom, the appointment of commissioners
(for Gujarat) should be accepted volens nolens (by you)
(i.e., the commissioners for Qfijardt must not be appointed
by others but by ourselves, because it is situated in the
middle of the empire). Henceforth you should act according
to my system till the work is executed with promise and
threat (to commissioners). The police officer of the dis-
trict of Dohudi-’, who is old and siclcly, did not come into
your presence on account of (his) physical infirmities. He
should not be dismissed (from his post) by you and should
be left to follow his own way.

0---_----_.._....._._._........._..-_

LETTER LIX.

Exalted son, a saint wrote a tradition and brought it
to me (and said), “ His Holiness the Prophet (i.e., Maho-
met)—-may the benediction and peace of God be upon him
and upon his family—-—asked the great (angel), Gabriel,
‘Which service is the best P ' The angel replied, ‘ The
service of kings which brings benefit and pleasure to the
needy.’ I also wish to enter the service of kings and to
fulfil the desires of the Mohemadans.” I said, “ There is no
objection against this (your serving me)".

“II Ir; _ ' 1 __ ~ _ '7 ’ I-Ii” ‘\"T>’ 

2. Le. Pit Manlclvl. Ci. Let. XXXL

Dohud is said to be derived, by some, from Pets. ‘din’, two and ‘had’,
boundaries, because it is situated on the two borders of Gujarat and Malvas

Some say it is a corr. ol Gujarati ‘Dahi-vad’, a place oi curd or of dairy men-
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LETTER LX.1
a

Exalted son, to refuse the presents brought by the
nobles before you is a loss to the royal treasury. Though
this time I forgive you for goodness’ sake, you should not
do so in future.

LETTER. LXI.
' Exalted son, the Turkey horsel you sent this time has

a good appearance and nature. He is again better than the
first one. I h-ave named‘ him ‘Sabflk-sair’ (lit. of a light:
walk, i.e., swift), because this name harmonises with the
thing named (ii.e., the horse). '

LETTER LXII.
Exalted son, at your suggestion I made Mflswi Khtinl

the chief paymaster. If is sufficient if the servant dis-
I e--I-nunfiaanu '_ ,4;--;r;~~ — — s '*_, ,, J‘ _; , , s _, s , _—,-1 __ _ H

1. This letter is a testimony to Aurungzebe’s love of’ money. I-1°
reproaches his son for not accepting presents from his nobles.

I. “ Merchants bring to court good horses from Irali-i-Arab and
Iralr-i-Ajam, from Turkey, Turkestan, Badalrhshan, Tibet, Kashmere, and
other countries.... ..There are fine horses bred in every part of the country,
but those of Cutch excel, being equal to Arabs. There are two classes of
horses: I. Khas (special); z. those that are not Khas. Grandees and other
'Mansabdars," and senior ‘Ahadis’ are in charge of the stables. The ‘Atbegi'
is in charge of all horses belonging to the government. He‘ directs all
officers charged with the management of the horses. This office is one of
the highest of the state.

“ The Darogah. There is one appointed for each stable. This pest may
be held by officers of the rank of commanders of five thousand down to-
senior ‘Ahadis.’ In this country, horses commonly live to the -age-of thirty
years. Their price varies from goo mohurs to 2 rupees.” Ain-i-Akbari.

“Horses have been divided into seven classes. These seven classes are
Ara-hs, Persian horses, Mnjaanas, Tnrkiihorses, Yabus, Tasis, and janglalr
horses." Ain-i-Akbari.

I. An Ami: of high rank in Aurungzebe's court, his proper name
being Mira’ azz-dd-Din Muhammad. He was a. good poet, and had at first
assumed Fitrat as his poetical name, but afterwards-changed it into Muswi»
to which the title of Khan was added by Aurungsebe. He- died, aged 5;:
years, in the Deccan in 1690.



'-as
charges ‘his duty satisfactorily. His appearance is not bad.
I'don't know his character. (Verse) “ The wickedness of
the soul (i!e., the character of a man) is not known for
many years.” It is a general rule to inquire privately
into the character of a man who is to be appointed to
a post. Because in the ,beginning (of the service of
servants) people are deceived by the performance of
good service; but afterwards they find themselves to be
served by selfish servants. Here after Eltikhér Khan”
and Muhammad Ali Khan“, Fazil Khan‘ and Fazslyal
Khan“ managed the ‘Khamani’ post well, from whose
foreheads good signs were seen (to proceed). Physical
diseases can be cured by doctors; but mental diseases, like
selfishness, can be remedied only by the Changer of Hearts
(i.s., God).

 i

LETTER LXIII.

Exalted son, may the Great God protect thee. I
wanted to make Didnat Khan Abdul Kridir the secretary to
(my) grandson Bahédflrl; but his name does not agree with
his nature (i.e., he is dishonest--Dié.nat Khan means ‘the
honest Khan’ ). Honesty is not to be expected from him.

 **;,t1'__~, "'11.. ". .___1_W '1 _ _ ' 1 ' '57 —T\_l5"—' s "'5 Q: " 

2. His original name was Sultan Husain. In the first year of Aurungzebe
he was given the title of Eftilrhar Khan. He was appointed ‘!aujdar' of
Iannpfir, where he died in 168:.

3. durungzebek chief steward. He was very honest, pious and wise.
He was the patron of Muhammad Mfihasan, the merchant prince of Surat.
He died in r688.

4. Cf. Let. LVI.
5. He was serving in a publishing house (dsr-id-ansha).
;. Of. Let. XL
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-t7o4. LETTER LXIV.

lixalted son, you possess a sound judgment in executing
(my) orders. 'G1'ijariit is the ornament and jewel of Indiai.
Here are found men belonging to every kind of industry,
art and profession. The sample (of an article) sent to me
recently from the royal factory in Gujarat is rough and
costly. You should, of course, make an inquiry into this
matter.
_ - ___;_ _________ ~__.-_____ _¢__ _..., __._,___, . _ ~aA;, , --_ _-_-— 4.>__ —,_¢...¢_~ ~~_—_ A; ,'1,~__:;__, ea-_ ,—, _ —~ '— _.|r,—,_~~ *' *1-1, . T . " _ A

1. But, alas! Now she does ‘not deserve this proud title. Were
Aurungzebe to come to life again he would witness this country in quite a
different state from what it once was. To-day her industries, arts, and
professions are ruined and lost to her and now she is in a degraded
condition.

Bernier mentions the manufactures of Mogul India as ‘ carpets, brocades,
embroideries, gold and silver cloths, and the various sorts of silk and
cotton goods, which are used in the conntry, or exported abroad.’
He further says, “ There are ingenious men in every part of India.
Numerous are the instances of handsome pieces of workmanship made by
persons destitute of tools, and who can scarcely be said to have received
instructions from a niaster.“ Again he says, “I have often admired the
beauty, softness, and delicacy of their paintings and miniatures, and was
particularly struck with the exploits of Akbar, painted on a shield by a.
celebrated artist, who is said to have been seven years in completing the
picture. I thought ita. wonderful performance.“

“The imperial workshops, the towns of Lahor, Agra, Fatelipfir
Ahinedabad, Gujarat, turn out many master-pieces of workmanship; and
the figures and patterns, knots, and variety of fashions which now prevail
astonish experienced travellers." Ain-i-Akbari,

“ Painters, seal-eiigravers and other handicraftsmen are countless.
They inlay mother-0'-pearl with great skill and make beautiful boxes and
iinkstands. Stuffs worked with gold thread and of the kinds Chirah,
Fotah, ]amaliwar, Khara, and velvets and brocades are here skilfully
manufactured. Irnitations of stuffs from Turkey, Europe, and Persia are
also produced. They make likewise excellent swords and daggers of the
kinds Jamdhar and Khapwah, and bows and arrows. There is a brisk trade
an Jewelry and silver is imported from Turkey and Irak.” Ain-i-Akbari.

“Through the favour of H. M. (Akbar), all products of art, and the
mamlliwtme of woolen and silken carpets and of brocadcs were extensively
¢"¥°'-"'*g¢\l~” Ain-iullibari.
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LETTER LXV.

Exalted son, from the detailed reports sent to me from
the Niirbadzil (I came to know) that Amiin Allah Beg”,
the superintendent of the artillery of (my) dear son ((5. 0.,
A'azam), totally defeated the Satan-like, wicked and shame-
less Santa“ and brought safe the provisions of Biik Khan
and his own followers. Indeed, his endeavours and ex-
ploits, together with those ol his followers, are worthy of
praise and laudation. You should show him proper favours
and recommend him to me also.

LETTER LXVI.

Exalted son, Mir .lahi.l-t'1d-Diiil, who has resigned your
service, is evidently the nephew of the late Hiinmat Kllthflz

10 CI: Let. XL

2. Of. Let. XXXVH.
3. Santaji Gorepuray, a brave general and one of the best officers of

Ram Rajah, who attacked Aurung/.ebe’s forces bravely. He defeated and
imprisoned many of Aurungaehds generals near Ginji. lle defeated Ktisim
Khan. Again he defeated llimmat Khan and killed him. lle compelled
the Moguls under Ziil 1"ik.'ir Khan to raise the siege of Ginji. lle qutirrelled
with Dinniiji J.'idow, his L.0l1lp2tnlt)Il, was deserted by his adherents and
murdered by I\’.'igo3i Manai, whoin he had offended, in 1698. ln I690 he
was made ‘Sen.ipati' or general'by Raga Ram and was styled Rio Manilfikut
Madir. He first came into notice in the time of Sliivaji. He was an officer
of greater ability and enterprise. lie was ‘the terror of the Mogul
detachments for sewn years.’

Aurung/.ebe was impolite iii writing Hindu nziiiies. Ho omitted the
suffix ‘ji’ denoting respect, alter the llindu, esp., the Mahratlzi, names.
Similarly he wrote Shir/.'i instead of Shivaji.

This is a further evidence of Aurung/.ebe’s fanatic spirit towards the
llindus. Cf. Let. I1 and CVlll.

1. lie was at first in the service of Abdul ALIL Khan, governor of
Bokhara. Cf. Let. CLXXII.

2. Son of Khan Jehin Bahtl.iur and general of Aurungzebe who was
sent agairist Santaji, by whom he was defeated and slain, I696, agar
Dodairee. llis original name this .Saiyad l\liIi:.alfar. The title of Himmat
Khan was conferred on him by Shah Jeliaii. 1\l.tl‘llfl_t§6fJlJ(2l\VlL€: appointed
him governor of Allahabad.

9
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who was my chiel paymaster. He is a true Saiyad“, oi
noble birth, and of a good character. Why have you dis-
missed him P '

LETTER LXVII.

Exalted son, why did the sons of Shamshir Khanl
resign? There must be some cause for their resignation.
To dismiss old servants for a slight offence and to appoint
new ones (in their places) is totally useless. I am like the
sun approaching the vault (of the sky--i. e., I am nearing
death)2. What do you think? Any how, ii you come be-
fore my holy presence and become a king, I won’t mind it“.

 %

LETTER LXVIII.

Exalted son, (couplet) “ Your companion must be bet-
ter than yourself, so that your wisdom and faith may in-
crease." For a long time I have heard that in your ‘ Jaighir '
districts oppression is practised openly. justice does not
remove the oppressors for the sake of the poor oppressed
who have no access to the ruler. In the court of God the
angels write dow_n the acts of oppression in the account of
the governor appointed (by you or by me)1. What does it
mean to give so much power to the second paymaster and
:1 .r I 7 - _———p-av, E. 1" ' 1- —— 1 — V ' " " ' ‘Y— —"— 5 '~——‘l"“- ——"='— ~ Y'—"~"*Y'— — 1-— ' Y-~ ' ' - -1' .i:;>~*r~: ;=;_i:..._:; ,_ —_-_»_»-lg

3. A desccndent of the prophet Mahomct.

1. Ile was present with Mir Khan at Cabal to punish the UM!‘/,i
Afghans. 1667. He was sent to Cabul in 1600 as a fort-keeper. Before
17¢; hg was governor of Bihzir. In 1704 he was appointed governor of
Mfiazzamaibzid Udch. Cf. Let. LXXXII.

2. Cf. Let. 1.
3. Cf. Let. XXVII.
1. Ct. Let. XIV, CXXXII and CLXX.
Aurnngzebe was just, clement and benevolent.
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to put great confidence in him so that no one has power Ot
speak against his action ? Though it is right to increase
the independent power of a man of business in any way, it
is simply foolish to give an absolute authority to a servant
and not to pay any attention to the important affairs exe-
cuted by him. (Quatrain) “ Do not associate with an evil
person ; be a stranger to him (i.e., be far from him). If
you eat his grain, you will fall into his snare (like a bird).
The arrow, on account of its straightness, saw the bow
crooked; behold, how it left its hollow! (i.e., as the arrow
does not like the crookedness of the bow and consequently
leaves it, similarly a good person should not desire the
company of a bad one and consequently should abandon
his company)”. (Verse) “ Fear the sighs of the oppressed ;
because at the time of their prayer, acceptance comes to
receive it from the court of God (i. e., the prayer of the
oppressed is heard and accepted by God)"-

<gi1 

LETTER LXIX.

Exalted son, Eftikhzir Khan‘, at the time of the service
of (his) stewardship, owing to (his) good nature, experience,
and careful attention, made me the (following) fine state-
ment, “ Dishonesty does not consist only in “taking and
dragging property, but in representing truth as untruth and
untruth as truth." I was much pleased (at these words) ;
and I issued forth a strict order to all officers and royal ser-
vants (to the effect) that they should represent to me the
facts about each person without any exaggeration and
should not care for the dignities of relatives, acquaintances,
and strangers.

qr, _" I ——1 _ ' ' '_ 1 "if" . ._.___ * ~—p __f _1 IIIuui' JT_"m 

I. Cf. Let. LXII.
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. LETTER LXX.

Exalted son, when His Majesty (Shah Jehan) conferred
the title of ‘ Ran" upon Jasvant Khatriz and made him a
private secretary, he told him, “ You should be honest in
relation to myself and those who want ‘ jzighirs’. When a
list of the newly appointed persons and of additional titles
or ‘ j6.ghirs' is brought to me (for reference), you should
bring before my presence four or five offieers in the evening
when I am looking at the maps of provinces and the designs
of buildings in the courtyard of the ‘ Ghosal Khaneh,’3 so
that after examining the character and lineage of every one
I will issue an order for ‘ jrighirs'.” In the same way he
issued an order to the superintendent of the ‘dzigh--tasihah’4=
(to the effect) that he must receive any orders for branding

1. Cf. Let. XVIII.
2. Or Kshatri, (Iit.) a warrior, the second of the four Original castes

among the Hindus, and next to a Brahmin (a I-Iindu priest).
3. Cf. Let. XLVIII. All its walls were painted with the maps of India.
4. (Lit.) ‘the brand of correction,’ 1'.e., a place where horses were

branded, i.c., a stable.
Regulations for branding horses:
“ In order to prevent fraudulent exchanges, and to remove the stamp

of doubtful ownership, horses were for some time marked with the word
‘nazar’ (sight), sometimes with the word ‘dagh’ (mark), and sometimes with
the numeral v (seven). Every horse that was received by government had the
mark burnt on the right cheek; and those that were returned, on the left side.
......Now-a-days the horses of every stable are distinguished by their price
in numerals .... ..When horses, at the time of the mustcrs, are put into a
higher or a lower grade, the old brand is removed.” Ain-i-Akbari.

“ In the 18th year of his reign, Ilis Majesty (Akbar) introduced the
branding system." “When the brand first introduced, it was made in the
shape of the head of the letter ‘sip,’ and was put on the right side of the
neck of the horse. For some time, it was made in shape of two ‘alifs'
intersecting at right angles, the heads of the ‘alif’ being made heavy, and
put on the right thigh. For some time again, it was like a bow with the
string taken off. At last, numerals were introduced, which plan best
frustrates fraudulent practices. They make iron _numerals......These new
signs are likewise put on the right thigh.” Ain-i-Akbari.

“The servants (mansabdzirs) of II. M. (Akbar) have their horses every
year newly marked.” Aifl-i-Alibitli
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(horses) with the seals of paymasters and then presenting
them to His Majesty he must brand the horses ; and that
he. must give an account of the expenses (of branding) to
the secretary. g

On account of the hardships of the difficult expedition
I could not pay any attention to state affairs; consequently
there was total disorder in the management of orders. His
Majesty (Shah Jehzin) often used to say, “ ‘ Sar-kfib'“ offi-
cers, treasurers, police officers, prefects giving final orders,
1‘ karori’° paymasters, and (other) officers should acquire
honesty and keenness which are the best of all (qualities)".

 @@

LETTER LXXIJ
Exalted son, from the reports sent to the royal court

by reporters I came to know the details of the story of the

5. Apost in the military department. It has other meanings: (0)3
heavy mace; (b) an out work.

6. Indian financial officers during the Moguls. Lit. ‘having ten
millions.’ ‘

r. This letter shews Aurungzebe's great respect and reverence for the
holy saints.

Aurungzebc was of an ascetic turn of mind. \Vhen he was governor of-
the Deccah for the first time during Shah ]ehzin’s reign he retired from the
world to the Ghauts for nearly one year like a ‘fakir', a Mohemadan
devotee. 1643. Dara used to call him (ironically) ‘That saint’. When
he rebelled against his father (1657) he sent a message to the “foolish Murad,
his brother, to join him, to this effect: “ I want to see you on the throne.
I don't like the crown. After your accession to the throne I will turn men-
dicant and go to Mecca for pilgrimage.” From these words we find him a
hypocrite and double minded, because it was he who came to the throne
after imprisoning his father and his brother, Murad. The Mohemadans
praise him as a saint while the Christians denounce him as a hypocrite.
Cf. Let. XCIII.

Khafi Khan praises Aurungzebe's devotion, austerity, justice, courage,
long suffering and judgment. Bernier calls Aurungzebe ‘ reserved, subtle,
and a complete master of the art of dissimulation.’

Many saints flourished in Aurungzebe’s time. The names of some of
them are as follow:

Sheikh Muhammad Vziris, Sheikh Bayazeed. Sheikh Burhain, Sheikh
Abdel Latif, Mir Nzisriidin I-Iarvi, and Saiyad Sa'ad Allah.

' ' "1

v
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impudence and misbehaviour of I-Iidtiyat Keesh--i-Punj6.bi
who, having drunk wine, walked on the enlightened tomb
of Shah Bandeh Navaz Gisu Dania” and (thus) displayed
his low spirit. When that wicked man had gone to that
(holy) place in a drunken state, you ought to have sent
your servants with an order to bind him hand and foot and
to bring him (before you); and then having placed him in
front, you ought to have sent him to me along with mace-
bearers3. Evidently partiality should not be allowed to
the reporter; for this, I have sent (to you) strict mace-
bearers in order to bind the accursed (Punjabi) and to
bring him (before me).

When unworthy persons, appointed to service, do such
acts, in such cases I do not shew partiality to any of my
sons - so what can I do for Inziyat Allah Kh:in4 and others?

---¢----Q--_-.--_--_-__.__._..

1707. LETTER LXXIL1
(This letter was written in the enlightened writing in

the state of death).
_. __ _ _ V )_ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ .. V _ __ _ __ __ ._. _ i — 1” ._ 1

2. Agreat Mohemadan saint, born at Delhi in 1321. I-Iis original
name was Sadr-{id-Din Muhammad Ilusaini; but he was commonly called
‘Gist’: Darziz,’ because he had ‘ long rmglcfs.' He was a disciple
of Sheikh Nzisir-fad-Din Chirzigh of Delhi. I-Ie lived at Gulburga at
the time of the Bahamini kings oi the Deccan and made Prince Ahamad
Shah his disciple. His death took place in the Deccan in the beginning
of the reign of Ahamad Shah in I422. His tomb at Gulburga (or
Hasanzibzid) was visited by pilgrims of all sects. He was also an author and
wrote thc following books: ‘Adzib-al-Murid,' ‘ Wajud-al-Ashikin,’ and
‘ Asmzir-al-Asrar.’ His tomb at Gulburga was visited by Aurungzebe after
his conquest of Bijapur. I686.

3. “ Among the ‘kours’ and the ‘mansabdars,’ are mixed many
‘gurz-bardzirs,’ or macebearers, chosen for their tall and handsome persons,
and whose business it is to preserve order in assemblies, and to carry the
king's orders, and execute his commands with the utmost speed." Bernier.

4. Cf. Let. LVI.
I. Cf. Let. VII and LXXIII.
This letter, together with the next letter, is pathetic and touching.

Here Aurungzebe repents but too late of his past sins and crimes. Again
in these letters we find Aurungzebe’s anxiety and care for the safety oi
his subjects, esp., of the Mohemadans, after his death.
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May peace be upon you and upon those who are near

you. Old age arrived and weakness became strong (£.s.,
increased). Strength departed from the limbs. I came
alone (in this world) and I go as a' stranger (to the next
world). Iam unconscious about myself as to who I am
and of what use I am. Time passed away without any
devotion (to God). (Now) I have (only) to lament this
passing away of time without any devotion. I was devoid
of administrative (tact) and care for the welfare of the
people. (My) dear life has been spent in vain. God is
present in this world butl do not see Him. Life is not
constant, and there is no sign visible of the past life ; and
there is no hope of a future life. Fever has left me (on
account of being ashamed of me). Only the skin is left
(i.e., there is no flesh upon my body, i.e., I am very weak).
Though (my) son Kam Bakhsha” is gone to Bijzipfir,” he is
near me. And, you, my exalted son (i. 0., A’azam), are
still nearer (to me-being in Malwti). The most favourite
(son) Shah Alam4 is at a greater distance than all (sons--
i. e., at Ctibfil). (My) grandson Muhammad A'azim‘3 is
gone, through the will of God, to the frontier of India (i. e.,
near Czibfil). The whole (royal) army (in the Deccan) is
confused and confounded. The army is restless like me,
who have selected loneliness from God (Z. c., who will not
be accepted by God in paradise), and who am in, perturba-
tion, and who am restless like mercury. (But) the army
does not understand that there is a greater master (i. e.,
God). Idid not bring anything with me (in this world, i.e.,
IL "me-"' ' ' ' . 11- ;:z—-\nn.uc:—-_-:_‘:‘;1s4nuu4I¢\|flQwi\nsr:___-4.-ar~ A 1am-——~-—~_ > _ ~ — — —_ ~ 1, > '_-an-.~-,-.—_ __- ~—~_ ... »~___ -_:»;_, ;_ A-__ '= ---- --Q»-u -u

2. Cf. Let. LXXIII.
3. Hindustani form of Sanskrit Vijaypur, ‘the Victorious City.‘ For-

merly it was a wealthy city in the Deccan and famous for its architec-
ture. It is now however in ruins. It was the capital of the Bahamini
Adil Shahi kings and was taken by Aurungzebe in 1686. It is called ‘the
Palmyra of the Deccan.’

4. I .c., Muazzam, Aurungzcbe’s second son, the crown prince. Cf. Let. I.

5. Muauam's second son. Cf. Let. LXXXVIL
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I came here naked) ; (but now) I carry (with me) tlfe fruits
of sins (in the next world). I do not know in what punish-
ment I shall be involved (there). Though I have strong
hope in the favours and mercy (of God), my actions do not
allow me to think over (i.e., I am afraid on account of my
actions). I am unconscious of myself. (Verse) “ What is
done is done. I have steered the boat (of my life) in the
sea (of nonentity—-i.e., now I am dying)”. Though (my)
subjects will be protected by God, it is necessary for (my)
sons to cast their look on outward circumstances that the
people of God (i.e., subjects) and (especially) the Mohema-
dans may not be killed unjustly. Present my last good
wishes to the grandson Bahadfirfi whom I did not see at
the time of his departure. I have (still) another desire (to
make to you). Though outwardly the Begum7 is grieved,
God is her protector. The short-sightedness of women has
no fruit except disappointment. Good bye ; good bye;
good bye.
4""-Y “ _ ,4, , , , —~~ —___ -___ ..-..-.-..- -.-- ~ _ 11;‘ —— ——-1; _ 'fi _ _ _ ' ‘T ~ ~

6. The eldest son of A’aaam. Cf. Let. XI and LXXVI.

7. I. e., Zinat-an~Nis.i, the only surviving daughter of Aurungzebe,
who died in I708.

.--an-\-¢¢—----..s-—---_ .--c ‘--
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Letter addressed to
Krlm Bakhshal.

1707. LETTER LXXIII’.

(This letter was written by Aurungzebe to the prince
Sultan Muhammad Ktim Bakhsha at the time of his dgath).

My charming son, though in (this) world of free 1 will
(where men act according to their own will), I advised you
about the divine will, and more than this, abotit the divine
power, it was destined that you would not listen“ to and
accept this advice. Now I go away (to the next world) as
a stranger from all; and I pity you for your want of in-
telligence and ability; but now of what use ? I carry with
me (to the next world) the fruits of sins and crimes which
I had perpetrated (in this world). Nature is wonderful
that I came alone (i.e., naked—in this world) and go (to the
next world) with this burden (of sins). Though fever
attacked me for twelve days, (now) it could not bear (my
leanness) and left me. \Vherever I cast my glances I find
nothing but God. The anxiety about my officers and army
and for their future responsibility became the cause of the
grief of my heart (i.e., I am in grief that my officers and
army will not be tiieated and guided well by my successors
who are weak). Iam unconscious about myself. I com-
mitted many sins. I do not know how I shall be punished
(by God). Though the subjects will be protected by the

g _ ,, g_V:_: :2; r. _. ._,_, _—, » ,’ ~__~~_=._. _— — — 2 .. A ---- ---» _-----—----- --r---_'_ —~,<-. —_ ~ , . ,

I. The youngest and favourite son of Aurungzebe, born in 1667 of
Udepiiri. He was sent to (iingi, along with Asad Khan to the help of Zfil
Fikar Khan in I694. But he quarrelled with the father and the son and was
on the point of joining the enemy when he was imprisoned by them. (Cf.
Let. CLXXIV). Afterwards he was released by Aurungzebe's order. 1695.
In 1697 he was appointed governor of Ber.ir. Before 17o4 he was governor
of Haiderabad. In 1707 Aurungiebe made him governor of Bijapur. He
died in 1709 on account of wounds received in battle near Haiderabaid
(Deccan) against his eldest brother Mfiaszam. lie was a poet and a learned
man. Cf. Let. GXXVI.

3. ct. Let. v1i=....11.xx1t. .
10
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Master of both the worlds (i. e., God), it is a bounden duty
of the Mohemadans and of (my) sons also to protect and
save them according to outward circumstances. A'azam
is also near me ; and I have spoken to him what was ne-
cessary about you. You should also accept my last wills.
It should not be that the Mohemadans be killed (in war);
and the blame (of their being killed) will remain upon the
neck of this useless (creature---i.e., Aurungzebe). I entrust
you and your sons to (the care of) God and I myself ask
your leave for departure (from this world). (My) condition
is distracted (i. e., I am restless). Bahadfir Shah is in the
same place in which he was. (My) grandson, the glorious
A'azim, is gone to the frontier of India. (My) grandson
Bahadfir is in the neighbourhood of Gujarat. Hiyat-1'1n-
Nisa (or Zinat-t'1n—Nisa E’), who has not enjoyed the plea-
sures of the world, is in grief. The Begum knows her own
condition (i.e., her condition is so bad that it cannot be
described). Udepfiri,* your mother, was with me in (my)
sickness. She intends to accompany me (after my death-—
i. e., she will soon die after me like a Hindu ‘ Sati ’ ).
Though my relatives and servants shew wheat and sell
barley (i.e., are hypocrites), you should give them employ-
ment through kindness, mildness, and carelessness (towards
their hypocrisy). You should cut the coat according to
the cloth. May the peace of God be upon you.
J "IIl_ W ' 'l*‘I' I. ' — ' 7 ' ' __ __ ~- — vg _ __ _ rm? .__,

3. According to this will Aurungzebe divided his kingdom among his
three surviving sons and appointed Muaz/.am his successor. But this will
was not carried out either by A’asan1 or by Kim Bakhsha, because they
successively declared war against their eldest brother Muazaam for the
throne and in turn lost their lives in the field.

4. The mother of Kim Bakhsha and the favourite wife of Aurungzebe.
Some say she was a Christian from Georgia, and was purchased by Dara,
on whose execution she passed into the hands of Aurung/.ebe. According to
others she was a Szsodia Rajput woman of Jodhpur. Once she fell into the
hands of the Rajputs of the Rana of Chitor; but the Rana sent her back to
Aurungzebe with honour. (1679).

Major Tod and Grant Duff call her Jodhpiiri.



75

Letters addressed to

Prince Muhammad Ma’az-ud-Din Bahadur‘-,
the eldest son of Sultan Muhammad Muazzam,

Shah Alana Bahadur (the crown prince).

1706. LETTER LXXIV.

Grandson Bahadur, (your) victory over Malek Ghazi
and his defeat gave me much pleasure and I praise you for
that. As a reward for (this) great service you are given
the ‘ faujdarship’ of Lakhi Jungle”, a military title of
‘ Dah-Hazari,3 and an additional title. Along with a:man-
date conferring these posts, a robe of honour, a sword, a
horse, an elephant and jewels will be sent to you. You
should pay greater and greater attention to conquering
kingdoms and extirpating the rebels from the district (i.e.,
Lakhi Jungle), which should be the duties of princes. You
should not wait for (my) order to punish the rebels, and
you should not expect an additional title like (the govern-
ment) servants, because the kingdom belongs to you (i. e.,
you are a prince). I am like the sun on the border of the
horizon (i. e., I am old and nearing death).

wq----%.».-_--._-----__, __

LETTER LXXV.

Brave grandson, the sagacious sons should not write
(to me) asking for additional titles to reporters. Why do

_ -__---_-_--~._ — ~_ ——______ ' ' ~_'; W ' __»-___ __ _ _ -~_-_-_-W ~-—-.- T ———-——: _ _—— __ __——-—__ '__-_~ 1* 4 —__ > —_—- __ —- —_;-< ——__. '-.-s---m _--nap’-_--~

1. The eldest son of Mfiazzam, born in the Deccan in I662. In 1694
he was sent against Parnala. Aurungzebe appointed him governor of
Multan. He came to the throne after his father as Iehandar Shah. 1712.
But in one year he was defeated near Agra, then imprisoned, and at last
put to death by Farukh Shiar. ;7I3. He used to pass most of his time
with his mistress Lal Kunwar.

2. A district near Delhi, in the Punjab. It was devastated by Fateh
Khan Jat in Sher Shah's time.

3. Cf. Let, _.\'VI. (209942 2-2099/.3=;oooo).
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you make me this unreasonable request? But if you think
it proper, the service of reportership will be given to ano-
ther, because the present reporter does not perform his duty
well (he is not a true reporter). (Couplet) “ When selfish-
ness eame, merit was concealed ; a hundred curtains of
hearts (i. e., men) fell on eyes (i. e., merit is not appreciated
and rewarded by selfish people ; they are blind to merit)."
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Letters addressed to
Prince Muhammad Biddr Bakhtal,

the eldest son of Sultan Muhammad A'azam Shah Bahédur.

LETTER LXXVI.

My grandson Bahadur, from outside reports I came to
know that during the time of your stay ,at Fatehpur’,
wicked persons attacked the place of Doharah which was
attached (given) to Jehzin Ara Begum“ for the expenses of
her garden. The Begum wrote this to you ; and you ten-
dered her a letter of apology. Why did you not communi-
cate this circumstance to me ? Why did you conceal the
correspondence that passed between you and the Begum?

--¢_- ----_-_-----.1---._.-..

LETTER LXXVII.

Brave grandson, as you have before sent me a present
for conquering the fortress of Bareetee Shah, this (second)
present for the same purpose is a repetition (only). As

I. A'azam’s eldest son, born in 1670. He took part with his father in
the Deccan War. In 1691 he was given the title of ‘ Bahaidur.’ In 1703 he
was appointed governor of Khandesh, and in 1704 governor of Malwa.
From 1705 to 1706 he was viceroy of Gujarat. He was slain in the battle
between his father and Muazzam at Agra. 1708. Of. Let. XI.

2. Lit. ‘the City of Victory’; a town near Agra.

3. The daughter of Shah Jehan by Mfimtiz Hahal, born in 1614.
She was accomplished, beautiful and heroic. Once she was dangerously
burnt and restored to health by Dr. Boughton, an English physician. She
died in 168:. She was strongly attached to her iather and brother Dara.
whom she supported; and thus she formed a contrast to her younger sister
Roshan Ara who helped Aurungzebe in his ambitious designs and enabled
him to dethrone Shah Jehan. Jehan Ara was never married and was
generally known by the name of Begum Sahib. She lived with her father
in the fort of Agra where he was imprisoned. After Shah Jehan’s death
(1666) Aurungzebe forgave her former conduct and treated her with kindness
and liberality.

In this letter there seems to be some discrepancy which is not clear.
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you are going on an expedition I do not accept the second
present (because you will require more money for the ex-
pedition) ; but forgetfulness on your part cannot be
justified.

* 

LETTER LXXVIII.

Grandson Bahadur, for removing physical diseases and
avoiding dangers you should continue the morning prayer
which is accepted by God. All erudite and learned per-
sons unanimously agree that to blow on water by reciting
‘ Surat--i-Ikhalé.s’ and ' Surat-i-Shafa’a’1 and then to drink
that water is the great and immediate cure (of diseases).
Though to weigh the entire body of a person against gold,
silver, copper, corn, oil and other commodities is not the
practice of the country of our ancestors and of the Mohe-
rnadans of this country (i. 0., India), many needy and poor
persons are benefited by this practice (therefore we must
also observe this practice)?. His Majesty (Shah Jehan)
L_;~ ____ _ , I _ _ _ _____ __,—__ , _ , --_~' ~ _ 1;; A, 1;, ' '-

1. Lit. ‘ the Chapter on Sincerity ' and ‘ the Chapter on Cure ’--two
chapters in the Koran. This idea seems to be somewhat Zoroastrian.

2. This practice of ‘tola daina’ (weighing charity) was common among
the former Hindu Rajahs. Shivaji also practised this. Here Aurungzebe
approves of a Hindu custom, though elsewhere (Cf. Let II) he condemns
Hindu customs and rites. Aurungzebe also weighed himself against gold on
his birthdays and distributed it amongst the poor. About Aurung1.ebe’s
charity, besides the ‘tola dzina’ (charity), it is mentioned in ‘Mir-At-i-Alam’
that ‘the annual sum exfnded in charity amounted to one lac and forty-
nine thousand rupees.’ Cf. Let. GLXXVI.

“ From reasons of auspiciousness, and as an opportunity of bestowing
presents upon the poor, His Majesty (Akbar) is weighed twice a year.
Various articles are put into the scales. On the first day of the month of
Aban (15th October), which is the solar anniversary of the emperor, H. M.
is weighed twelve times against the following articles: gold, quicksilver,
silk, perfumes, copper, rfih-i-tiitiya, drugs, ghee, iron, rice-milk, seven
kinds of grain, salt. H. M. is weighed a second time on the 5th of Rajab
(the lunar birthday of the emperor), against eight articles, viz. silver, tin,
cloth, lead, fruits, mustard oil, and vegetables.
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also used to weigh (against gold, silver dtc.) his auspicious
body twice a year and (then ) to distribute the gold and
silver equal to the weight of his own body among the poor.
If this light of my eyes (i. ¢., grandson Bahadfir) will weigh
his body against various commodities, which are mentioned
in the letter, fourteen times a year, it will be efficacious for
removing mental and physical calamities. (Couplet) “ You
(i. e., God) know our (man's) weakness, anxiety, and inva-
lidity ; and You also know the remedy and cure of our dis-
eases.” God is the curer and healer of diseases ; God is
perfect ; and God is holy.

-‘Q-_...._>__...-.__ _. __

LETTER LXXIX.

Dear grandson, why is your officer absent from perform-
ing state affairs? He should not be given a post in the
state, because he does not serve the state and the army.
You should not act like your officer. Send him to me or
keep him as your servant. This (not performing the state
affairs though being state servants) is the habit of Firfiz
Iang and Nasrat ]ang1. This light of my sight (i. e., grand-
son Bahadfir) should not follow such men. (Quatrain)
“ The time of permanency (i. e., of the world) passes away
like the wind in the desert. Misery and happiness, beauty
and ugliness, pass away (i. c., time does not stop for any
one). Everything in the world perishes. The oppressor

_ ,, ___ _.._ __ _ . ,,_, __ - — — '7 s ; ~ ~_ '" -:1—'---*" '*- "1—-—*"""=-*- '1. 1 . "'"- s Im-

“ On both occasions the festival of Salgirih (birthday) is celebrated, when
donations, or grants of pardon, are bestowed upon people of all ranks.

“ The imperial princes, sons, and grandsons of ll. M., are weighed once
in every solar year." Al"-i-Akbarh

According to the Tuzuk-i-Jehangiri and P.idish.ih Nameh, this practice
of weighing Of the royal person was introduced by Akbar. lt is an old
Hindu custom. Even the solar ‘want’ (15th October) was retained by
Aurungzebc.

1. This is a bad remark against Aurungaebe’s two generals. Cf. Let.
XVI and LXXXIV.
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thought that he oppressed us (i. e., others) ; but the burden
of oppression remained on his own neck and passed away
from ours (i. s., the oppressor thinks that the oppressed are
suffering under his oppression; but really the oppressed are
free from the burden of oppression after a time, while the
oppressor is never free from it in his life, because he will be
punished for oppression in the next world) ”.

 s

LETTER LXXX.
My brave grandson, at this time there is a dearth of

good men and women (i. e., are very rare).1 Work must
be done according to the dictates of the heart and not
according to the sayings of bad people. More than this
cannot be written; because it causes slander and sin.
(Verse) “The wall has got ears; move your lips after
thinking (i. e., think before you speak)”.

a1x} 

LETTER LXXXI.

My brave grandson, there is an enmity between the
physically and mentally weak Khan Alam] and Nasrat
Iang. You should make Rao Dfilipz a mediator between
them and reconcile them to each other. Having tried to
win the heart of Nasrat Jang, appoint his secretary to the
governorship of Mzilwa. Fidé. Khan“ should be sent for
stewardship. ' _
- '”._ _ , ' — 1,,’ _ W, .__ _ , J i I Vi _ __ i

1. Cf. Let. LVI.
1. Title of Ikhalais Khan who served under Aurungzebe. He was

raised to the rank of 5000 in 1689, with the title of Khan Alam. ‘In 1696
the rank of 6000 was conferred on him. I-Ie took an active part in
mpturing Sambhaji. 1689. After Aurungzebe's death he took up the cause
of A’azam against Muazzam and fell in battle in 1707.

2. Cf. Let. CLXII,
3. Fida Khan Kukeh was made governor of Kabul in r668.
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LETTER LXXXII.

My dear grandson, may you be benefited and prosper-
ous in religious and worldly matters. You conquered the
fortresses of Tarl-zandl and Navalkand‘-" from wicked and
misguided people. May God be praised. The achieve-
ment of this dear son deserves much praise and laudation.
Your Shamsheer Khzinii is also a good counsellor. A good
work proceeds from a good man. I changed the name of
Tarkand into Shamsheer Gadha (lit. the fortress of Sham-
sheer Khan). The conquest of the fortresses by one (i. c.,
by you) and the claim of the conquest by the other (1'.c., by
me) excite the special greed of the world conquering (i. e.,
my) treasury. (Couplet) “ The sockets of the eyes of the
greedy are never filled (i. e., the greedy are never satisfied).
Till the shell was not contented it was not filled (with
pearls-i. e., even the shell is not satisfied though it gets
many pearls in it)”.

@@~@~_- - _

LETTER LXXXIII.

Grandson Bahadur, to win the hearts of soldiers is the
greatest part of successl. He of a happy disposition and
of a high birth (i. e., you) should try his best to execute
this affair according to the entire sound advice of his fore-
fathers. Because on the continent of India, this piece of
bread (i.e., the Mogul Empire) is a generous gift (to us)
from Their Majesties, the Lord of the Happy Conjunction
(i.'e., Tamerlane) and the Resident of Heaven (i.e , Al<bar)2.
If, through the blessings of the bounties of the Transcendent

_ __. _ _ .._ __._.________ .____:____-~--—_—-—__ ..-..., ...- — 1--1--1 _ -_-_; ,__;___ ___ >__ ,__ _ _1_ :__‘

1. A town and fort near Shahpfar, in the Deccan.

2. A town and fort in the Deccan.

3. Cf. Let. LXVII.

1. Cf. Let. V.

2. Another instance of .\urungzebc’s humility.

ll
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God, you can do (something) for the stability and extent
(of the empire), the eloquent historians will write down
the details of it which will remain memorable upon the
book of the pages of everlasting time. (Couplet) “ If you
an going to enjoy the garden, be quick; because the spring
will pass away like the colour of lawsonia inermis (a
colouring shrub-——i.e., don't delay in taking advantage of the
opportunity offered to you ; otherwise you will lose it and
there will be no chance of your having it again)”.

1703. LETTER LXXXIV.‘

Grandson Bahadfir, the expenses incurred by Khan
Firuz Jang for his followers (in receiving me when I was
passing from Bahadfirgadh) appeared to me more than
proportionate to his rank and salary. (During my reception
by him)I observed guns, ‘rekhlri.s"’, ‘bé.ns’3, ‘ram-jangis’*,
‘jiizé.yars’5, ‘god-nti.ls’6, ‘shfitur-né.ls’7, ‘gaj-né.ls’5, riding

- _ '—-1';-:_~__ , _.. ---—- -- --- -_. _ ' N __ —::'~~ — ' I , -_ _ Iv __ W __ ,,,_,:.,_

1. In this letter we find that Aurungzebc could not bear to see his
generals displaying greater pomp and dignity than himself ; and confiscated
much of their property. A part of this letter is quoted by the author of
‘Ma'asir-i-Alamgiri.’ Cf. Let. CLVII. '

2. Wheels or carriages on which guns_ are carried. An Indian word,
also used for carriages drawn by bullocks, seen often in Bombay.

3. Contraction of ‘agni-bin’ -—=-fire~arrows. (Sans.).
4. Harps im ented by Rim, the lover of Vees. (Pers. .langis==ch.tngis-==-

harps). Hence, military horns-
Large muskets (an Indian term).

0

9‘'-:" Guns carried on horses (an Indian word).

Guns carried on camels (a Persian word).7.

8. Guns carried on elephants (an Indian word). Sans. ‘gaj’ or ‘gar-i’==.
an dephant. Cf. ‘Gaj Pati’ or ‘Gan Pati ’ (the Lord of Elephants), a
Hindu god, son of Shiva and Piirvati.

H Again, he (Akbar) made another kind of gun, which can easily be
ea,-tied by 9, single elephant; such guns have the name of gaj-nails.”

Ain-i-Akbari.
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horses with necessary equipments, horses and elephants
equipped with armours stuffed with silk, other necessary
things of pomp and dignity, and many other things which
were either necessary or unnecessary. Therefore I con-
fiscated many of the belongings of the Khzin. Why do you,
who have got things double those of the Khan, waste
money and spend it without any cause? To spend money
after useful things is necessary ; but to spend it after other
things (1'.e., useless things) is for self-adornment.

--—-—-v---w---..-_ -.--~.

1692. Letter LXXXV.
Grandson Bahridur, I read (your) petition word by

word. It enjoins two alternatives (i. e., you should choose
one of the alternatives). Imust go to Mzilvzi. and Akbar-
tassel, and you, to the Deccan, or vice versa. Write to me
which of the two alternatives you find suitable.

 ¢»"~av-1 I-.

LETTER LXXXVI.

Brave grandson, this light of sight (i. e., dear grandson
Bahédfir) writes in (the beginning of) many letters (to me)
‘ May eternity join with fortune (i.e., may your-Aurung-
zebe's-fortune be eternal)’. It is impossible that (one’s)
fortune should last from generation to generation. (Then)
how will it reach eternity ? (i. e., fortune is not eternal).
(Henceforth) you should begin every letter (thus): ‘ By
the blessings of the bounties of the Unrivalled Exalted
God’. Because God says truly ‘ Man is created helpless“.
(Couplet) “ Know that the opposition of an enemy and a
friend is from God ; because the hearts of both of them are
in His possession (i. e., the source of enmity as well as
friendship is God and not man; because man's actions are
subject to God's will).”
-i l"""-1 I 7"‘-"W " —~—" . " fI‘_ ..  i

r. Cf. Let. XI.
§- A phrase from the Koran.
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Letters addressed to

Muhammad Azim-fad-Din Bah6.df|r,1

second son of Muazzam Shah Jilam Bahadur.

1704. LETTER LXXXVII.
(My) grandson, well versed in repeating the great and

ancient Koran by heart, some political affairs are taken
into consideration. I am excessively desirous of seeing this
light of the eye (i. e., my dear grandson). Having looked
after the exalted government affairs and being desirous to
see me, you should, in obedience to my order, appoint
Murshid Kfilli Khan” to the governorship of your place
(i. e., Bengal) and (then) should come into my humble pre-
sence with elephants and the royal treasury. Nay, if you
march (to see me) before receiving (my) order, it will be
considered obedience on your part.

,~__ -_ — .— '_.~ _ '_ - - - _~-—-- -~_ --,-—-,__ _ __ ~_ ; ~ ~ -~_ — —— . —4 —__ —— ~ —_ _ 1

1. Azim-fish-Shzin, second son of Muazzam, born in 1664 of a Hindu
princess. Aurungzebe appointed him in 1697 viceroy of Bengal and
‘faujdar’ of Cinch Bahair. I Ie made Patna the seat of his government and
named it Azimabad. In I698 he sold to the English the ‘zamindarship'
of Chuttanutty, Calcutta, and Govindpur. After Aurungzebe’s death he
joined his father (1707) and took part in the battle between Muazzam and
A’azam. Second time he was appointed governor of Bengal (1707-1712) by
his father. After the death of his father, he fought for the throne with
Jehaindar Shah and his other brothers. In the end he was drowned in the
Révee, a river in the Punjab, while fighting (1712). I-Ie was the father of
Farfikh Shiar who came to the throne after Jehandar Shah in 1713.

2. Jzifar Khan Murshid Kulli Khan, was appointed governor of
Bihar in 1703. Previous to that he was minister to Muhammad Azim-ud-
Din. In I704 he was appointed viceroy of Bengal. He founded the capital
of Miirsliidibad and named it after his original title. Ife was the son of a
Brahman converted to Islam. He died in the reign of Muhammad Shah
about 1726 and was succeeded by his son-in-law Slmj:i-i'|d-I)aul.'t, ancestor
pf Sir;'ij-Tad-Daulj, connected with the Black llole of Calcutta.
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LETTER LXXXVIII.

Grandson Azim, it is not good to be careless, like my-
self, of the Generous God and of oppression upon people
who are the deposits‘ of the Creator. Especially it is very
bad for princes to practise oppressionii. You should always
accept as right, heartily and secretly, the true (religious)
doctrines of death, resurrection, ‘ Siré.t',3 and divine punish-
ment (after death). Every moment you should know that
you are to depart from this world so that the new branch
of hope will rise from the dust- of expectance and the
flowers of blessings will not be removed by the wind of the
sigh of the oppressed (i. e., you will not be disappointed by
the curses of the oppressed). Whence did you learn this
peculiar habit (of oppression) which was neither practised
by your grandfather nor by your father? It is better to
eradicate this foolish habit (i. e., oppression) from your
mind. I considered you better than other princes (i. e., my
sons and grandsons) and I thought you to be a future king.
(Verse) “ What we think proves to be false (or contrary-
i.e., man proposes, God disposes)".

\__;'-1__ 1""-_ .4-1-4" .._~. >' . _~_-A-=2 W . 1 1 — " c ':—' —~__—~_ ——: ~ -—-__ _ ;—__ -7 ; '-'~¢--‘¢*1~'_' 1*

1. Men are considered to be the deposits of God in this world.
Cf. Let. VII.

2. Aurungzebe used to give advice to princes how to manage state
affairs. He wanted to impress upon their minds his standard of kingly duty
for the responsibilities of government.

3. The bridge on the border of hell, crossed by the dead-mentioned in
the Avesta and in the Koran. It is named ‘Chinvud Pfil’ by the Parsis.
Here we find Aurungzebe’s sense of justice and faith in religious matters.
Cf. Let. CXXXII.

The author of ‘Mir-At-i-Alana’ calls Aurungzebe “ This most virtuous
monarch,” and says, “ He is remarkable for his rigid attachment to religion.”
Again the author says, “ He never puts on the clothes prohibited by
religion, nor does he ever use vessels of silver or gold.” There it is said
that Aurungzebe as a strict Sunni, followed the doctrines of Abu I-Ianifa
and was perfectly acquainted with the commentaries, traditions and law.



86

LETTER LXXXIX. _

Grandson of high dignity, you have requested me re-
garding the assignment of the district of Shanlrarpur as a
‘.ié.ghir' to Shéh Llijéh (.16., your father). I did not know
whence you acquired such well wishing. It is no matter
had Jilijéh himself requested me about what you requested.
Otherwise remove such foolish ideas from (your) head; be-
cause they do not increase love and friendship (between us).
Nay such foolish ideas are proper to be a cause of affliction
to self conceit and pride.‘

- 

LETTER XC.

Grandson Azim, though the produce of the ‘ toddy’1
of Mahalg is meant for acquiring wealth, it cannot be
understood which dishonest ‘ Kdzi' gave you a decision (in
favour of selling and drinking ‘ toddy’). You should regard
such counsellors, who are the cause of ruin to families, as
the enemies of your person and property and as the evil
wishers of your present and future lives. You should
thank the Holy and High God for His bounty that He has
bestowed upon you fertile and productive districts and
everything cheap and abundant. You should consider the
protection of the subjects as the source of happiness in this
world and in the next world.

 i'"Incl-vi  ' ' "Liv‘ 

1. An innocent drink of the people of Gujarat, Bet-(gal, and other
parts of India, obtained from date-trees and palm-trees. The Mohentadans
are strictly prohibited in the Koran from ‘drinking any intoxicating
spirits.

,3.‘ 1.:-, Raj it/Iahail, a district of "Bengal. There are‘ many Mahals
(lit. districts) in different parts of India. Cf. Punch Mahal, in‘Guja1'at;
Bar Mahai, in the Madras Presidency. j
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Letter addressed to

Amir-ul-Umarzi Shtiyasta Khan‘,

Governor of Akabarzibadfi

1659. LETTER XCI.
Faithful friend of auspicious nature, may you live

under the protection of the Exalted God. I am anxious
for you. On Tuesday, the zoth inst. of Rabi--ul-Awal8--

~ -‘;._~_.e __,__, -» V — ___,__ _ —_ _ V-,7’: _ _ ——_ ~—»—:.~-- _ ——— —-_~...------ --am .—;__<_- — _ — _—— __, _ _ __~_ _ _ ___ __ _ _

I. A general of Shah Jehan and (maternal) uncle of Aurungzebe of
whom he was a great supporter in Shah Jehan’s court. He was the son of
Asaf Khan, Nur Jehan’s brother, after whose death Shah Jehan appointed
him his minister. 1641. Shah Jehan appointed him governor of Berar in
1638 and governor of Gujarat in 1652. During Shah 1ehan’s reign he took
part in the Deccan \Var with Aurungzebe who gave him the title of Khan
Jehan in I656. In 1658 his nephew conferred on him the title of Amir-ul-
Umara when he came to his side by deserting Shah Jehan and Dara. (Cf.
Introd.). He was appointed governor of Agra in the same year. At the time
of the victory gained over Shuja at Cujwi he was governor of Akbarabad
(Agra) acting for Aurung1.ebe. Afterwards Aurungzebe made him viceroy
of the Deccan (1659) and ordered him to punish Shivaji. At Poona he
was surprised, when sleeping at night, by a party of Mahrattas under
Shivaji in a marriage procession; and he narrowly escaped death with the
loss of some of his fingers. 1663. Then he was recalled from the Deccan
by the emperor and made governor of Bengal in place of the late Mir
Jfinila. 1666. Here he subdued the pirates of Arakan in the Bay of Bengal
who used to disturb Bengal. Here he proved himself to be a great tyrant.
llis name is proverbial in Bengal as a despotic and tyrannous ruler. In
1679 he returned from Bengal to Delhi and was appointed‘ governor of
Akbarabad (second time). He died in 1694- (Cf. Let. CXXVIII). His
original name was Mirna Mfinid. “ He was, without doubt, by his birth
and connections, the first subject of the empire, not of the royal blod; and
Aurungeebe treated him as such to the end of his life.” He was an
invaluable coadjutor of Aurungzebe. “ He had the reputation of writing
the most insinuating letter, and using the most persuasive eloquence, of
any man in Hindustan.” (Bernier).

Q
2. The favourite and frequent abode of the Mogul emperors, esp., of

Akbar who rebuilt the city (Agra) and named it after himself. It stands
on the Jamna and contains the famous Taij Mahal. Cf. Let. XI.

3. The third Mohemadan month. Lit. ‘ the first time of spring or
hlrvfih.
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the day of writing this letter to you—-Shujaf, whose lot was
defeat, encountered the victorious army which was under
the victorious stirrup of this most needy person (i.e., Au-
rungzebe himself) to God Whose name is glorious, and
found the return of evil actions in (his) lap, full of his own
misfortunes (i.e., he was defeated by me). (Couplet) “From
whose hand and tongue can come out the responsibility of
thanksgiving to God fully (i.e., no one in this world thanks
God fully for His bounties) ? ” The details of this great
victory“ (of Cujwii over Shfija) will be written to you
afterwards. I pursued the cowardly Jasvant Singhfi who

______ _ ____,_ I I _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ V V —»-e_ _*—..__

4. Shah ]ehan’s second son. He was governor of Bengal in his
father's time. When Shah Jehan fell ill in 1657 he marched upon Delhi
with a large army; but was defeated at Bahaidurpur, near Benares, by Raja
Jai Singh and Suliinan Shekuh, Dara’s son. Afterwards he led an army
against Aurungzebe when the latter became emperor; but was defeated at
Cujwa, near Allahabad. I659. This is the victory (of Cujwa) mentioned in
the letter. Then Shuja fled away to Assam and was pursued there by
Muhammad, Aurungzebe’s eldest son, .ind by Mir jumla, Aurungzebe’s
general. At last he died miserably at Arakan, in Burma. I660. Shuja
was a Sliiah, a drunkard, and a sensual Mohemadan. “ He was too much
aslave to his pleasures.” (Bernier). “He was more discreet, firmer of
purpose, and excelled him (Dara) in conduct and address.” (Bernier).

5. Aurungzebe was on the point of defeat; but the tables were shortly
turned against Shuja through the bravery and presence of mind of Mir
junila. The battle was lost to Shuja through his mistake of dismounting
his elephant earlier like Dara at Sainugarh. The date of the battle (1659)
may be found from the following Persian verse: ‘ Shavad fateh mubarak
bida ’ (may the victory be happy).

6. Raja Jasvant Singh (lit. the glorious or victorious hon), Mali.iraj.'ili
of Marwzir, in Rajputana, was a Rajput general of Shah Jehan with whom
he was related. Along with K.'isim Khan he was sent by Dara against
Murad and Aurungzebe. I-lad he attacked them soon as they appeared on
the opposite bank of the Nurbada, at Dharmatpur, they would have been
easily defeated and the course of Indian history would have been quite
different. He delayed and attacked them after two days; but was defeated
and fled away to Marwar chiefly through the baseness and treachery of
Klisim Khan and his Moliemadan followers. 1657. For this disgraceful
flight the Raja was severely taken to task by his wife. After Dara’s defeat
At Samugarh (I659) he deserted him and joined Aurungzebe. Before the
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had joined the enemy (i.c., Shujé.) last night before the battle;
but he fled away and went to Akbariibzid. Evidently he
has gone to his own native place (i.e., Riijputiiné). He has
suffered a great loss in this world (by being a coward) and
will suffer it in the next world (by being an infidel; for he will
not enter paradise). On hearing the purport of this royal
order, this arm of sovereignty (i.c., Shiiyasta Khan) should
perform the necessary things for joy and pleasure (i.e.,
should observe the day of victory as a public festival) ; and
should give thanks to the True Giver of Bounty (i.a., God);
and should entirely engage in preserving this province
belonging to you (i.e., Akbariibiid). Immediately I sent
my dear son, Muhammad Sultan Baliiidur"', in pursuit of
this ungrateful ‘man (i.c., Shfijii). I will soon come to
Akbarabad.
Pihllnli .f'" " i 1 ; '2; :---:-_:::-:11‘ *' "w " " r" ; ,  _~ —' — _¢——_ ——— F 3-,, ~13.‘ ;;

fight at Cujwa, near Allahabad, with Shuja, he deserted Aurungzcbe and
made an attack upon his rear at night; but before Shuja was defeated, he
fled away to Marwar through Akbarabad (1659). Shayasta Khan, governor
of Akbarabad, was going to poison himself through fear when the Raja
came to Agra. Afterwards he was pardoned by Aurungzebe and was again
taken into his service. Ile was made governor of Alimedabad. Then he
was sent into the Deccan against Shivaji. Afterwards he was made govern-
or of Cabul where he died in 1676. Maharajah Jasvant Singh, ‘one of the
greatest Rajahs of Hindustan,’ was not of a firm and constant mind and
was a traitor. He did not help the fallen Dara owing to the advice and
threats of Raja Jai Siiigh. A letter written to Aurungzebe, concerning the
‘.lizee.'i’ or poll-tax, on the non-Moliemadans, is generally ascribed to
Jasvant Singh.

7. Aurungzebe's eldest son, born in 1639. He took part in the battles
of Samfigarh (r659) and of Cujwzi (1659). lt was he who first entered“the
capital and took possession of it for his father. He, along with Mir Jiimlii,
was sent to Assam in pursuit of Shuja. But after a time he dgggflgd him
and went over to his uncle who gave him his daughter in marriage
Nevertheless Shuja was totally defeated by Mir Jumla alone and fled away
to Arakan. New the prince saw his mistake and came over to his father’;
army; but was imprisoned by his father. He died in prison at the castle of
Gwalior in r676. Ile was married to a daughter of the king of Golconda.

12
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Letters addressed to

Umadat~fil-Mull: (the Best of the Kingdom),

l\/Iadzir--i'1l-Maliziiii (the Pivot of State Affairs),

(i. e.,) Asad Khia'in.1

1704. LETTER XCII‘-3.

According to the request of that sacrifice (for me--i.e.,
Asad Khan), the post of second secretaryship has been
given to Sadr-(id-Din Muhammad Khan Safavi.3 Now he
should be summoned and be informed of this favour. Till
his arrival that good natured man (i.e., you) should also
examine the ledgers so that the clerks ‘may not have a
mischievous power by wickedness, and the business men
may not stiffer for the closing of the affairs. (Quatrain)
“ Every one must purify his mind, every one must polish his
mirror (i.e., heart). Help those who are distressed; hear
that this goblet (i.c., this world or life) will give its voice
(i e., you will have the reward of your actions in this life)”.

M

I. Son of Zfil Fik.ir Khin. At first he served Shah Jehaa. He was
second paymaster of Shah Jehan and of Aurungzebe. Aurungzebe appointed
him his minister in 1670 after the death of Ja’alar Khan. In 1674 he
resigned the ministership, but in I677 was made prime minister. He was

' all d‘I150 a gum;-;11_ 11¢ was sent against Ginji; but failed to take it. He was c e
‘ Uniadat-fil-Mfilk ’ (the Best of the Kingdom). After Aurungzebe’s death he
served Baliadur Shah and Jehandar Shah. He died brolren-hearted in the
1-gign of Farukh Shiar, by whom he was arrested, at the age of ninety-four.
1716. He had two sons, one of whom was called Zfil Fil<.ir Khan, alias
Nasrat Jang, and was treacherously put to death by Farukh Shiar. Aurungzebe
says in his last will to his sons, “ There cannot be a better \iLl¢I' than Amit-
fil-Uinaini ” (i.c., Asad Khan, who had receiied this title from Aurungzebe
in 1702). The ‘ Seir-iil-l\Ii'it:'ikerin ’ calls him “The last member of that
ancient nobility \\l11Cl1 had conferred so much honour on the empire.”
Irzidat Khan say s, “ For I:lbO\¢ 200 years their family had filled the highest
offices in the state.”

2. In the latter portion of this letter we find Auriingzebe expressing
disgust for false saints. Cf. Let. CVII and CLXIX.

3. Cf. Let. C‘-XV and CLXVI.
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That sacrifice (i.e., you) should write to Khiin jehiin

Balii£cli‘ir4 (to the effect), “ The horse merchants and others
are complaining. This is a true tradition that ‘ Oppression
will cause darkness on the day'of judgment.’ \Vhy did you
not remember this tradition? Why did you forget death
which is near your artery (£.e., which is approaching you) ?
Fear the wrath of God and the punishment of the emperor
(i.e., Auruiigzebe)”. (Couplet) ‘ The niildness of God deals
leiiiently with you; but if you go beyond (the mild treat-
ment) you are disgraced (or punished by Him).' "“

That sacrifice (i.e., you) should tell Nasrat Jang (your
own son) and inform him that I will send him (as a present)
an emerald ring which will not contain (on its collet) all
his titles. If he agrees, only the name ‘ Nasrat _[ang' will
be engraved on it and then it will be sent to him as a
present. (Verse) “ Do you know what was engraved on
Solomon's ring?’ There was written in gold on the collet,
‘ This world passes away.’ "

I saw the saint brought"" into my presence by Ruh
Allah Khtills (the Second). He was like a dandy and not
like a former true saint. On seeing the saint I remembered
the advice of Miyiiii Abdul Latif"--may his holy tomb be

1 ~ s __ _ _ 7, _ _ ~__. »- _— :71...’ -_____ _._.._-..----._ —_ _-- ’~~ —_.* 1.. ' H" ' . . if . u__ 1 :<— ___—__,, ___ _—;'____~ _ ._ *1.’ .__

4. Cf. Let. XXVIII.
5. Further evidence of Aurungzebe’s sense of justice. Cf. Let. XIV.
The second portion of the letter seems to have been written not in

I704; because Khan Jehan Bahadur had died in 1697.

6. Cf. Let. XLV.

7. Solomon the Wise, son of Daxid, a king and prophet of the Jews.
Solomon's ring is well known in Persian literature. It was through this
ring that he is said to have exercised his power and authority over all men
and genii. Once he lost it and consequently lost his kingdom and throne.
But afterwards it was found and then he recovered his lost kingdom
and throne.

s. ct. Let. cxx.
9. c;.i,... xxii.



* 1. This letter is in continuation of the latter part of the above letter
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sanctified---who, one day, spoke to this sinner (i.e., Aiirung-
zebe), “ You should not visit. saints."1° I said, “If we
worldly men engrossed in sins do not perform God's duties
by paying the perfect saints a short visit, what will be our
case and condition? ” He replied, “ The prohibition is
meant for the saints of the present time who do not follow
the ways of the great saints of the past. If you pay them
a visit, you will be more blind (than before). And this is
not good. May God protect you”. That sacrifice (i.e.',
you) should write the saint, “It is ordered by the emperor
(t'.e., Aurungzebe) that you should obey the order of God
and give I-Iim satisfaction. You are free to go wherever
you like. Henceforth you should not disturb the emperor
and me by your visits. You will be given a fixed allowance."

 i

I704. LETTER XCIII‘.

That sacrifice, let it be known to you that this sinner
(i.c., Aurungzebe), who had refiised to visit the above-men-
tioned saint (of Let. XCII), has pardoned him by reading true
traditions of the doctors of the Mohemadan law. When I
thought well (upon this), I found my refusal to visit the
saint due to the deceit and deception of the worst passiong.
Otherwise how could I keep my desire (of visiting the saint)
under control? (Verse) “ Passion is a dragon (i.c., it iii-
jures others) ; how can it die P It lies congealed on
account of the want of means (i.e., passion never dies in a
man ; whether it remains active or inactive in him) ".
May God be praised that I have not yielded to passion and
Unit 7 .21 _ 1*" ' *‘*;ff‘ N ..*;:_i_'1-_'.v_i_ 7"? 1'1"" ';. _ "'___ ~:—; ' _ ' ' 7 __ — ,_ __— _ __ __ I ___

I

IO Cf. Let. LXXI. Aurungzebe’s contempt for the assumed sanctity
of dervises shews that he was not superstitious.

Ilere Aurungzebe changes his mind.

2. Cf Let. CXXXIV.
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its deception. Especially, to rejoice at the loss of others is
an act of passion. That sincere sacrifice (i.¢., you) should
request the holy saints to pray for (my) good, happiness,
and escape from the fetters of passion. The (above-men-
tioned) saint himself is a virtuous and noble minded Saiyad
(a true descendent oi the prophet Mahomet). If he prays
sincerely (for us) it is good. O God ! let me live as a
saint, make me die as a saint, and revive me on the day
of judgment among the saints“. Amen: ! amen ! amen !

57; -@¢<n—— 

LETTER XCIV.

According to the request of that sacrifice (i.e., Asad
Khan), Ateek Allah Khan has been made permanent in his
post. For this he must observe many conditions. Firstly.
he must every year increase the revenue of (his) district 5
secondly, he must not practise oppression upon the 'Ahadis’1
and must not ruin any village ; thirdly, he must make free of
robbers the boundaries of his own ‘ faujdari’ and make them
full of safety, so that travellers, way farers, merchants and
‘ bipziris"-3 may travel without any anxiety. If he accepts
~~ s ,,___.,,;_,,__;-. , -r 1... . _-~ * r * ivw-\-Iv-—

3. cr. Let. LXXI.
I. An Indian military corps of the time of the Moguls. They were

warranted officers.

‘Most clerks of the imperial offices, the painters of the court, the
forcmen in Akbar’s workshops, &c., belonged to this corps. They
were called ‘Ahadis,’ or single men, because they stood under
Akbar's immediate orders. The word ‘Ahadi,' thehof which is the
Arabic 7, was spelt in official returns with the Persian Y: so deep rooted,
says Badaoni, was Akbar’s hatred for everything which was Arabic.’

“For the sake of the convenience of the Ahadis, a separate divain
(secretary) and a paymster were appointed, and one of the great Amirs is
their chief. Many Ahadis have indeed more than Rs. 500 per mensem."

Ain-i-Akbari.

2. An Indian word for ‘merchants.’ Cl. Let. XX.
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these conditions and acts according to them, he will be
given a written document for the post ; otherwise, not.
When the second Khalif Umar,3 the Lord of the Believers-—
may God be pleased with him-appointed, in his ‘ khilé.fat',
one the governor of a province, he made some conditions
with him. (I) He must not allow the door keeper to have
a watch near the door of the court so that people might
represent their needs before him without any difficulty.
(2) He must spend his time in rendering services to the peo-
ple of God. (3) He must not ride (but walk on foot, so that
people might represent their needs to him). (4) He mustinot
take anything from the royal treasury for himself or for
his family‘. He must follow a profession and (thus) earn
his livelihood by lawful means. If he cannot earn it on
account of old age or sickness, he might, by the advice of
the true believers, take (from the royal treasury) occasion-
ally one or three ‘dirams' ;5 more than this must not be
allowed. (5) He must show (his) courage by dealing out
justice to people ; and in deciding cases he must not be
partial to relatives and friends. Many other conditions are
also written in chronicles and histories. We, who are the
followers of the Khalifs, should try our best according to
our ability. O God ! guide us to the right path ; and con-
fer peace upon good and virtuous people.
 ? >1 3- Iv 1 *'"1 —~~»>- *é‘--'-'—— ~— "‘ ' i 7 ~ " ' ' —'I ' ' _*

3. Umar bin Khattab, one of the four Khalifs after the Prophet~—-
known for his justice and bravery. He was one of the favourite companions
and father-in-law of Mahomet. He ruled for nine years (634-643) as second
Khalif after the Prophet. He was murdered by a Persian slave named
Firfiz. 64;. It was he who destroyed the old Persian empire. The city
of Bussora was founded by him.

Khalif means literally ‘a follower ' or ‘ successor ’ (Ar.) of Mahomct;
then the term came to be applied to the acknowledged head of the
Mohemadans, both in political and religious matters. Here Aurnngzebe
claims to be a great advocate of justice.

4. Cf. Let. Ll.

5. A small coin, worth about two pence.
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170;. LETTER xcv.1
That sacrifice, you should bring to-day Mu'na’am Khan”,

the deputy of Shah Alam, who has been also made his
minister, into my presence for giving him permission to
depart, so that I should acquaint him with particulars
about the evil intention of the wicked Akbar“ who, with
the hope of (receiving) help from the Persian Demon of the
Forest*, has stayed in Hirat-'5, near Kandahar“, and through
the suggestion of the governor of that province, does not
move further ; and who is waiting for my death. (Verse)
“ I did not forget the words of the musician who, at the
time of applying his bow to the cups (or pots) which cause
danger7, used to say ‘I do not know whether the stone of

. Lean _ nezeznn |_ ' ':;_ r " _, , , <I ,,,,,;__ *

1. The purport of this letter is mentioned by the author of ‘ Ma’asir-i-
Alamgiri’.

2. Cf. Let. VII.

3. Aurungzebe’s fourth son, born of the daughter of Navi/. Kh.in of
Ahmc-d.ib:id, in 1676. In 1677 he was appointed governor of Malwi ; and
in 1679, governor of Multan. He joined the Rajputs and rebelled against
his father. 1680. lie marched against his lather with a Rajput force under
Ditrgi Dzis ; but failed in his attempt through Aurung/.ebe’s presence of
mind and cunning. Then he went to the Deccan and joined the Mahrattas
under Sambhaji, Shivaji’s son, at Rahiri (Cf. Let. CXI). After a time he
started for Persia. I682. There he lived at Garmsir in I_{horasan under the
protection of Shah lfusain Safavi of Persia as his guest and died there in
1706. Thus he died one year earlier than his father as was expected 111.: this
letter. The very words ‘the wicked Akbar ’ ( ‘ Akbar—i-Abtar’) are also
applied by Khafi Khan to this rebel prince. Ilernier says that Aurung/ebe
nominated Akbar for his successor. ‘ Ile was restless, turbulent, arrogant,
and mischievous.’

4. A contemptuous term for the Persian king Shah Ilusain of the
Safavian dynasty.

5. Cf. Let. I.

6. Cf. Let. I. Cf. Sanskrit ‘Gh.indharva.'

7. This refers toakind of Indian music in which several cups full
of water are placed one upon another and then a bow is applied to these
pots for producing music. There is most probability and thus danger of
these pots being tumbled down.
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the sky of destiny (i.e., destiny itself) will break you (i.e.,
the pots) or'me (i.e., the musician) sooner’ ".8 Mfina’am
Khan's plan must be nothing but this that he should leave
his own son at Cébul9 with a large army, that he should keep
Muhammad Ma’az--fid-Din Bahadurl" at Multan“ with
great preparations, and that till the decision of this case,
i.c., till the death of this mortal (i.e., Aurungzebe), there
should be contentment in peace and in the division of the
kingdom.

I tell you as a last advice from me that there have
been many ambitious men, who by kindling the fire of
warfare, haveinvolved the kingdom into misery, passed
their lives in bitterness and died with repentance. Que of
these men was Dara the Pompous. Had he listened to the
advice of His Majesty (Shah Jehzin) he would not have met
with misery and misfortune. It was proper that he should
suffer misery (because he did not pay attention to Shah
]ehé.n’s advice). Though ambition gives man rest for a
time, it makes him restless (for ever).12 O God ! better
the condition of the followers of Mahomet ; and have
mercy upon them in this world and in the next world.

 ii-33;

1706. LETTER xcvr.
I have communicated my devoted servant (i.c., you)

the report, sent to me by Amjad Khan, containing the mis-

8. Aurungzebe says he does ‘not know whether Akbar or he himself
would die earlier. He thinks that most probably Akbar will die before him.
Here Aurungzebe is compared to the musician and Akbar to the cup.

9. During the time of the Moguls it formed a part of the Indian
Empire. Now itibelongs to Afghanistan and forms the capital of that country,
the Amir of Afghanistan residing there.

' 10. Cf. Let. LXXIV.
II. A town in the Punjab.
1:. Herc Aurungzebe seems to forget his own ambition for securing

the throne by foul means.
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management of the grandsons of the grandees and of the
son of Muhammad Mfizaffar Bakhsha. You should write
to Muhammad Iaar Khan‘, who is negligent of Godlike
myself, according to my order, for imprisoning the rebels
of the capital (i.e., Delhi or Agra) and for not neglecting,
in future, such worldly necessary affairs which are truly
religious. Though it is not necessary I will also send
you the order. (Verse) “ You have got eyes; and the
world is before you. There is no need of the teacher and
of the teaching (i.e., man must get his experience from the
world and not from books)."

I came to know from the letter of a friend that
Muhammad A'azam (Aurungzebe’s third son) appointed
his own servants, on the royal road, to the post of
‘dzik chauki” '. Does he mean to receive the reports of
the events (happening in his district)? It is strange
that you have not represented to me this case. Possibly
the prince is not in his mood (£40., is canelne and in-
different to his work). If he is not particular in his work,
how will managseslie state affairs which are a sample
of the afiairs of the court of God (i.e., which are religious
and divine)3 ? You should write to him to do away with
that private (and not of state) invention (bf ‘ dtik chauki ’ )
which he has introduced ; otherwise it will be abolished by
force. I ask forgiveness from God for my every crime and
turn to Him (for repentance). (Couplet) “We cease speak-
ing. This is sufficient for the wise. We cried out whether
___ g i.” . .__t; g "am. __,,_, ;;. ,,,'__=;;:~:»—1=a=-~-~;—<:::e~- --- _—' :~- »~ ;:~~' —~ ' , :1.-I as 1:2, . ,:,~ _, _

1. Son of Iatimaid Khtin, grandson of Asaf Khzin, a nobleman of the
time of Aurungzebe. He was appointed governor of Shah jehan Abaid and
died in 1696. He was known for his honesty. There was another man of
the same name, who was also governor of Shah Jehain Abzid. In 1703 he
was made ‘faujd:ir' of Muradabaid.

2. Post; police stations from which reports can be carried to him
immediately (an Indian term).

3. Cf. Let. XII where the prince is represented as idle and passing
away his time in hunting. Cf. Let. XXVIII.

13
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there was any one in the village. (I.c., a word to the wise
is sufficient. I have given the prince sufficient advice; now
it is fpr him to act according to it) ”. '

» The ring, with an emerald collet, which last night I
selected for Kfilli Khan, is simple (i.e., not engraved).
Now I remember that his title is Chin Kilich Khan‘. You
should write to the head of the jewelry department“ to
call an engraver, to get the ring engraved with all his
(Kfilli Khan's) titles and then to send it to the above-
mentioned Khan.

—_ _ I Jrfw ~57 _ L_ — — _ ¢=_;~ _-:-.-- -0 -Q-_(,+ - a ;_ _ e ;-_~ —~——-~;-.- ;_ I ‘_ _W_~~ * —_ _ ,7 ~~,, *1’ "r *1: :;' * '" _ 3

4. Nizam-fil-Mulk, Asaf Jah, his original name being Mir Kamr-i1d-
Din. He took part in the Deccan War. In 1699 he was honoured with the
title of Chin Kilich Khan. In 1702 he was appointed governor of Bijitpur.
in distinguished himself in the siege of V.ikingarh.17o6. Bates... Shah
made him viceroy of Oude. 1707. In 1713 Farukh Shiar conferred on him
the title of Nizam-ul-Mulk and appointed him viceroy of the Deccan. After
the overthrow of the Saiyad brothers he was made vizier to Muhammad
Shah. After a time he established himself as an independent ruler at
Haiderabad in the Deccan. He was sent by Muhammad Shah against the
Mahrattas who compelled him to sign a convention at Sironji. 1733. He
died in 1748. He was the son of Firuz Jang and the founder of the present
Nizaim dynasty of Haiderabad. He was a great soldier and diplomatist
and was respected by every one.

5. Javzihir Khaneh, treasury for precious stones.

“His Majesty (i.c., Akbar) appointed for this office an intelligent,
trustworthy, clever treasurer, and as his assistants, an experienced clerk,
a zealous d.irog.ih (superintendent), and also skilful jewellers. The found-
ation therefore of this important department rests upon those four pillars.
They classified the jewels, and thus removed the rust of confusion.”

Ain-i-Akbari.
Then the author (Abfii Fazl) mentions the different kinds of jewels

collected in the treasury, namely, rubies, diamonds, emeralds, red and
blue ‘yzikuts,’ and pearls.
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LETTER XCVII.
Iread the letter sent to you by Rfih Allah Khdnl,

together with the report. But the letter did not please me.
You will send Rub Allah Khan the map according to (the
request in) his letter. Why should I accept your request
for keeping Abdulldh Khan? in his post when he has done
nothing? But when the above-mentioned Khan (i.e., Rub
Allah Khan) is his superior, I accede to your request;
(because R1'1hAllti.h Khtin will improve Abdulltth Khan).
God gives supplies andprovisions to whom I-Ie wishes
without any calculation. Now you should employ him
(i.e.,Abdfillti.h Khzin) in some difficult work so that this
favour (of keeping him in his post) will not prove costly to
us (by his doing something).

r

You have requested me to favour Rzio Dfilip3 with a
‘ jald17t'*. Had he taken the fortress before your arrival
there, it would have been allowable to favour him with a
‘ jaldu’. When you arrived there, what importance should
be attached to Rtio Dfilip? (And consequently he should
not be rewarded with a ‘ jaldfi’ But after all _he should
be rewarded with a ‘ jaldu ’ for pleasing you or through
mere kindness from me.
_—_~ " __ _ __ _ _ We — ,_ ;~_ ,.,..~_~_ __ ——- -..._._ W ~11-l"qIIII-<r"":**1iu—~rb|n¢ W

0

1;. er. Let. cxx.
2. Along with Muhammad Ameen Khan he was sent in 1659 against

Jasvant Singh in order to punish him for his treachery. In r669 he was
made superintendent of the ‘ Ghosal Khzineh.’

There was another man, bearing the same name, entitled Punni,
who served under Abul Hasan of Golconda. In r687 he deserted his
master and went over to Aurungzebe.

3, Cf. Let. CLXII and LXXXI.

4. A prize given to a military officer for his exploits (a Turkish word).
O

r

I
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LETTER ‘ XCVIII.

This year Ameer Khénl sent (me) so late a basket (of
mangoes) as a present that many of ‘them were spoiled.
You should write him to send me mangoes as soon as possi-
ble though I do not want them. (Verse) “ O Bedil l2 avar-
ice is never contented; otherwise most of the things of
our livelihood which we use would be useless (i.e., an avari-
cious man is never contented ; because he covets more
things than what are really useful to him) ".

I

 _

1698. LETTER XCIX‘.
I condole that devoted servant for the death of Ameer

Khan?‘ though we must also die. (Verse) “ Though the
 »—' /V. “ if’ 7.. V ~7—' ' '1; ——~—— - ——~—T ' 7 ' W I17.’ '___ _ ___;.___ 7, _

In Ci. Let.

2. Abdul Kzidir Bedil, a celebrated Persian poet of India. He.was a
Tartar and in his youth served under prince A’azam, Aurungzebe's third
son, who one day ordered him to write a panegyric in his praise; but he
declined to do so and resigned his service and never afterwards served
any one. His chief works are: ‘Muhit-i-A'azam' and ‘Rul:a'at-i-Bedil.'
He died in the beginning of the reign of Muhammad Shah. ‘Bedil' was the
noun-de-plume of this poet. The line in the letter is addressed to himself.
Cf. Let. CLXXVIII.

1. Here we find Aurungzebe giving an order for conliscating the
property of an officer who was just dead on the plea that the property was
public. (Cf. Let. CXXVIII and CXLVI). It was not good on his part
to do so. He cannot be justified in this.

“ The barbarous and ancient custom obtains in this country (i.e., India),
of the king‘: constituting himself sole heir of the property of those who
die in his service.” Bernier.

Bernier calls it an odious and tyrannical custom which brought the
widows and sons of the deceased nobles to misery and wretchedness. He
mentions two instances of this nature which happened in the time of Shah
Jehan. In one of these the emperor was deceived and disappointed by the
trick of his deceased noble, Neeknim Khan.

a. Surnamed Mir Miran, son of Khalil Allah Khan Yazdi, his
original name being Meer Khan. He was honoured with the title of Ameer
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soul remains (in the body) the path‘ of life is not endless
(i.e., man is mortal)". That sacrifice (i.e., you) should
write to the minister of the capital of Lahore”, who is‘ his
(i.e., your) brother, “ You should confiscate the property
of the deceased (i.e.,Ameer Khan) with the utmost en-
deavour so that not only ‘nakeer',4 ‘ l:atmeer',5 ‘d6.mi',‘*
and ‘dirami'7, but even a piece of straw is not left. ‘And
having also enquired (about his property) cautiously and
fully from outsiders, and from his followers and servants‘ by
giving them hopes and threats, you should take into your
possession whatever you find". Because the property (of
Ameer Khan) belongs to the subjects. When the king of
the time shews, rightly or wrongly, a person more favour
p , '?T '; ' * *_ __:: —;':'—~—— '*_.__.' -;;__ :' — ~-_;.~— ,6" " 4- _, ,_ i-alum. ' 1. ‘I-1

Khan in 1675. Cf. Let. XVII. In 1669 he was made governor of Allahabad.
He was governor of Cabul in 1687 where he died in 1698. Aurungzebe was
sorry to hear of his death. He was a nobleman of high rank in the time
of Shah Jehan and Aurungzebe, and agreat favourite of the latter. He
was honest, sincere and loyal. Aurungzebe conferred the title of Ameer
Khan on his sou after his death.

There was another man bearing the same name, Saiyad Ameer Khan,
who was governor of Cabul in 1662. and died in I670.

3. The chief town of the Punjab. It was the capital of Ranjit Singh,
the Lion of the Punjab.

4. The small white covering over a date stone.

5. The split of adate stone. It also means the dog that followed
the seven sleepers in the cave in the time of the Roman Emperor Decius.
These two words (4 and 5 ) are always used together and mean ‘the smallest
quantity’ (of the property).

6. A small coin, I/40th of a rupee, used in the time.of the Moguls,
esp., in the time of Akbar. The ‘dam’ weighs 5 ‘tanks’; it is the fortieth
part of the rupee. At first this coin was called ‘ Paisah,’ and also
‘ Bahloli;' now it is known under this name (darn). On one side the place
is given where it was struck, and on the other the date.

“ For the purpose of calculation, the ‘dam’ is divided into twenty-five
parts, each of which is called a ‘jetal’.” Ain-i-Akbari.

It was a copper coin.
7. Another small coin, equal to nearly three annas, an ancient silver

coin, the shape of which resembled that of a date stone.
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than what is mentioned necessary in the Koran, the rights
of the true believers (i.e., Mohemadans) are done away
with. During his (z'.e., Ameer Khan's) life time, I allowed
him this crimes (i.e.., to enjoy his property) in order to win
his heart ; (but) now (after his death) why should I not
talre possession of his ‘property? (Couplet) “I talked
much ; now I remain silent. I told you many problems;
now I am quiet (i.e., I have said enough. Now I do not
want to say further)".

p 

LETTER C.
Muhammad Khan‘ has been given an additional title

of ‘ Sadi'.2 That sacrifice (i.e., you) should order the
paymaster of the kingdom to register this title in the office
records. Mukhalis Khan“ will write the superintendent to
assist the record keeper. Mukaram Khan‘ will 'do what
he has to do.

.706. LETTER CI.
I gave a turban made of the Yamanl cloth to the son?

of Muhammad Ameen Khé.n3., You should order the super-
 Vl,_r__ ilk _n_j-Q11 __‘_ 'm£"'_ 

8. Here Aurungzebe's notion is peculiar.
I. Son of Saiyad Mfirtezzi Khan. He was appointed ‘ faujdar ’ of

Mewat in r693.
a. A title or post given toa military officer, who had a hundred

horsemen under him. Cf. Let. XVIII.
3. Cf. Let. CXIV.
4. A Nawab, governor of Multan in the time of Aurungzebe. Cf. Let

CXXX. '
r. A town in Arabia, so called because situated on the right side

of Arabia.
2. I.¢., Kamr-{id-Din Khan.
3. He was prime minister of Aurungzebe before 1703. In the same

year he was given the title of ‘Bahzidur' for his display of bravery during the
siege of Khelna. In I705 he tool: part in the siege of Vaikingarh. In I706
he was honoured with the title of ‘ Chin Bsh;idfu'.'
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intendent of the jewellery department‘ to send me in the
evening two or three turbans with their exact prices.
Though it is not a rule to present a turban to a person
whose post is lower than that of ‘ Chehér-Haz$ri’,5 as he is
a boy it matters not to give him such a present for pleasing
him. His Majesty (Shéh Jehdn) also had presented (a tur-
ban) to the son“ of Sadik Khan Bakhashi. (But) H. M.
prohibited him from putting on such a. turban (given as a
present) when he arrived at the age of discretion and grew
up to be a man.

I

% 

LETTER CII.

Devoted servant of (my) court, I-lfissain Ali Khainl
quarrelled ‘with (my) grandson Ma'az-fid-Din Bahridflfl,
and without his permission left him and came here. The
prince complains against him. He must be degraded from
his post and his ‘ jéghir’ must be confiscated in order
to set an example to others. (Couplet) “ Much endurance
will make people lose their dignity. When a bow is bent
(often) it becomes soft and delicate (i.e., as the bow be-
comes useless when it is bent often,'similarly a man loses
his dignity when he is insulted often)”. I take refuge in
God from the viles and temptations of passions and evil
deeds.
-;;,q_;,_,~__ ___-.._.,_ _1 _-1...-,'__,,, H: ~____~< ¢_';:, é ' ' "“ 1 v\¢-II~¢-nann--u-h¢p;_-‘I

4. Cf. Let. XCVI.

5. Cf. Let. XVIII.

6. I.e., Ja’afar Khan. Cf. Let. CXLI.

1., Second son of Allah Wardi Khan, a nobleman of high rank who
served under Aurungzebe, and died 1686, a day after the fort of Bijaipfir
was taken. In the same year (1686) he had been appointed governor of
Berair. In r632 he was sent against Sarnbhaiji.

2. The eldest son of the crown prince (Miazzam). Cf. Let. LXXIV
n
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LETTER CIII.

I read the letter written to that sincere devoted ser-
vant (i.e., you) by (my) dear son. The prince has request-
ed (you) to add some portion to his fertile ‘ jaghir’ of which
he is very fond. A portion should be annexed to his
‘ jaghir’. You should write something (more) to my son for
pleasing him.

 -

1703. LETTER CIV.

That sacrifice, you should think well that the depart-
ure of Fateh Allah Khanl to Cabfil is most probably not
advisable (for the following reasons): (1) he is the master
of a large tribe; (2) he is also powerful; (3) he is irri-
table and talkative. He had been sent along with Rfih
Allah Khang (the Second-as a subordinate at the siege of
Paurnala). He treated the above-mentioned Khan (i.e., Rflh
Allah Khan) as if the Khan was his subordinate. Notwith-
standing the gentility and mild treatment of the Khan and
his own inferior post and a few men under him and my
emphatic order to obey the above-mentioned Khan, he
uttered such harsh and rude words to the Khan that he
(i.e., the Khan) was ashamed and disgraced before people.
You should watch the movements of such a man (like Fateh
Allah Khan) who is a ‘ Sch-I-Iazari' (i.e., has 3000 men un-
der him), has got a title of ‘ Bahadfir'3, goes to such a dis-
tant place (i.e., Cabfil), and is cautious and watchful like
Shah Bahadfir4=. It won’t matter if that sincere servant
(i.e., you) will think calmly on this movement (of Fateh
alllllfilil-L.,_I' ' 1-11" Ill"! _ W ' 1" V V ' '-1*: _ -7 ' __:.---nu _ , ___-_-_~— ——¢—__— —_.q- 'e

1. Cf. Let. V and CVIII.

a. Son of Ruh Allah Khan the First. After the death of Multhalie
Khan he was made Bakhashi.,1697. He took part in the siege of Sattara and
of Parnala. 1699. He died in 1704. Cf. Let. CXX.

3. Lit. ‘Brave.’ In 170:: he was given this title. Cf. Let. V.

4. I.e., Muazzam. Cf, Let. I.
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Allah Khan); otherwise it is better to keep him here
near u~s5.

- 

LETTER CV.

Sincere and devoted servant, Muhammad Ikhalas Ina-
yat Allah Khanl said (to me) verbally, “ The eldest son
of sovereignty (i.c., Mfiazzam, the crown prince) has in-
curred debts, and the pay of the soldiers is in arrears".
When he (Mfiazzam), without considering the ability of
men, gives them posts and salaries without any reason,
and when he gives them presents and shews them favours
unreasonably, why should he not incur debts ? He knows
the Koran by heart, and is an unrivalled learned man.
Neither does he remember (the Koranic verse) ‘ Don’t be
extravagant in spending money’, nor does he read some-
times, through mistake, the commentary on this (verse).
(Couplet) “ Men have got their eyes, ears, and intellect
open. Iam confused of their deceit to God (i.e., though
men have their eyes, &c., open, I do not see why they are
blind to serve God and why they deceive Him)". His
secretary is also unknown to me, his native place being
Cashmerei’. An arrangement should be made. The secre-
taryship should be changed (and given to Islam Khan).
Islam Khan is not (so) bad (as the present secretary).
'"~Qnc-1_ 7' e: __;1‘._ V **I"*"_ —— 1" " 1- ~'—=“-‘ "I ------’ --~ "--~-f V ~ 5- T/""” I -‘H, nun-an __ _

5. But after all he went to Cabul. 1704. Cf. Let. V.

1. Cf. Let. CLXIX.

2. A province in the North of India, ‘the Garden of India.’ It was
the summer residence of the Mogul emperors. At present it is under
native rule.

14
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LETTER CV11 .

Sincere servant, this night Abnl Vafaz said,‘ “ The
materials (i.e., carpet and other necessary things) of the
worshipping place (of the palace) are worn out and out of
use". Other departments are well furnished; and the fur-
niture of this prayer house is worn out. It is far from
Mohemadanship (i.e., it should not be allowed according to
the Mohemadan religion). You should soon order the
steward to bring to the knowledge of the superintendent of
the prayer house what things are necessary for it. (Verse)
“ Alas ! alas! _we came to know about this very late".

 .

LETTER CVIL1

The dervish, who was brought before me last night, is
illiterate. He seems to be an orthodox devotee. It is
possible that he is practising hypocrisy. ' Many of his words
and actions, one of which was the refutation of (the doc-
trine of) charity, were contrary to religion. The king of
the time is the trustee of the royal treasury. What he
gives to others (in charity, from the treasury) is legal. It
is also lawful on his part, if he gives away in charity the
revenue obtained from villages which have been selected
by him for his private expenses after the decision of the
religious men and the consultation of the nobles of the
kingdom. Especially when some portion is given in cha-

I
pi V _ _ -__ i _ _ ' *~. 7 "_:1‘“" e I 7 - -—~ 7' ' "- ' »#-‘ _ -W - '" _ _ -avg __ e _ _‘_ _ la" _____

1. Herc we find Aurungzebc as a devout and religious Mohemadan. Cf.
Let. CLXXIV and LXXXVIII.

2. Mecr Abul Vafa, grandson of Zciri-i'1d-Din Khan, was appointed
superintendent of the worshipping place in I703. He was a very clever and
witty man. Once he deciphered the enigmatical writing in _a letter of prince
Muazzam to Aurungzebe which no one could explain. For this he was
rewarded and honoured by the emperor.

1;. Ct. Let. xcn, CLXIX and LXX vm.



107

rity, from this income, to the helpless dervishes, how can it
be said to be unlawful? _You should ask him the reason
his speaking against charity. If he gives a reasonable ans-
wer, you should say to him ‘ This sinner (i.c., Aurungzebe)
has also a reason for practising charity’. Otherwise (i.e.,
if he does not give a sound reason), you should punish him
like heretics, who fabricate something and attribute it to
religion. Sfiltan Mahnuid‘~’--may God forgive his crimes-
did not allow half-hearted religious men and heretics to
enter his court, nay not even his kingdom, so that other
people might not be misled by seeing such persons in the
form of the (above-mentioned) dervish, and they themselves
might have no power to mislead others. O God ! guide us
to the right path; and may peace be upon those who resign
themselves to Thee and submit to Thee.

r 

1704 . LETTER CVIII.

Sincere and devoted servant, (my eldest son) has com-
plained against Fateh Allah Khanl. At the time of the
departure of the above-mentioned Khan (to Cabfil) I knew
that the company of this presumptuous Khan would not
suit the prince (i.e, Muazzam). But what can I do? I
was-forced by my son to send the Khan to him. He insist-
ed upon my satisfying his wish (to send the Khan to him).
Fateh Allah Khan should be deprived of his personal title
of ‘ Pan-Sadi' and of three hundred of his followers; and a
,_' 1-—q_-1 L __ ;; _ ,4 ', W 1 ;_ 1 r____' _ '10:; _ W ;* rm. ' "w '.:Ju',_"_ 1:-'~: ' ,,,_;~__1 "~-nun’ 1 '_;rI' Anna:-nun

2- The greatest king of the Ghaznavi dynasty of Afghanistan, son
of Sabfiktgin, born in 967 and died in 1030. He invaded India twelve
times; and during his last expedition destroyed the famous temple of
Somnzith in Gujarat. He is known as ‘Bfit-Shekan’ (iconoclast) and was a
great patron of Persian literature. The great epic poet of Persia, Firdfisi,
who wrote the immortal ‘Shah Nameh,’ flourished in his time. The great
Persian historian, Al Birfini, was also his contemporary. Mahmud ruled for
33 years (997-1030). I Ie was a fanatical ruler like Aurungzebe.

g. Cl. Let. CIV and V-
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notification of this deprivation together with the depriva-
tion of his title of ‘ Bahadfir’-'5 should be sent to the second
record keeper. According to my order, you should write
to that most talkative person (i.e., the Khan) : “ Does
Iaithfulness mean injuring the feelings of the prince and dis-
pleasing the heir-apparent by boasting that he is under
your obligation by your service P This is the way of mean
persons and not of those who sacrifice their lives for the
sake of honour. You should please me by your service to
the prince ; and (thus) through his request you will get an
additional title”. Now it is proper if he repents of his
former deeds. You should communicate to him this order
and request the prince to shew him favour.

This fortress3, if God wishes, will be shortly taken.
But (now) it is necessary to think about the devilish Santa.4
You should write importunately to Khan Firfiz Jang to
punish that man, worthy of being kicked (i.e., Santa), and
to stop his hand of boldness before his attack. (Verse)
“ A foresighted man is auspicious".5

,..__ _ --.._ _..._-_-<-.4-_.._.-.-. ...v

LETTER CIX.

Mfina’am Khanl did not perform this work well. He
did not discharge his duty as he ought to have done. He
is inexperienced and talks nonsense. He should be in-
structed (in working and talking) and should be punished
by degrading him his post. But I myself (i.e., Aurung-
' ———’ 1 " ’ V 7 _ '1._ _1_ * _J.’L ' ’_;,~, ‘I ;-:.:s:nnL _‘n-Ivwl r r ti ==_= re

2. Cf. Let. CIV.

3. I.c. Jinji. This last portion forms quite a separate letter; because
Santaji died in 1698.

4. Cf. Let. XVIII and LXV.

5. Cf. Let. LIV.

In Cfo
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zebe) want to be instructed. (Verse) “ I have become old,
confused, and misled."

Abn Nasir Khan2 has revolted in Lahore?’ and has
harassed the people there. Either his head of safety might
be itching (i.e., he might be endangering his life) or he
might have found the kingdom without the king. You
should write to the paymaster and inquire of him about his
post and title ; and in the evening or to-morrow you should
inform me of this so that he may be brought to his senses
by degrading him his post. (Couplet) “ When asses go
astray, they should be beaten with sticks in the hand (in
order to bring them to the right path)”.

Zabar Dast Khanf is a soldier and better than his
father in state affairs. Having exercised his own authority
in the capital of Lahore, he punished most of the rebels of
the city and of its surroundings, and destroyed their houses.
According to (my) order, you should write him a letter of
congratulation and commendation, and get prepared a robe
of honour for (giving) him. (Verse) “The pleasing good
news makes work done soon".

 " if " ' "1 T; _1__;J“; f ** f"- '_i'*_ 

2.. Cf. Let. IV.
3. “ In ancient astronomical tables it is recorded as Lohawar......... ...

as it was on several occasions the seat of government, many splendid build-
ings have been erected and delightful gardens have lent it additional beauty.
It is the resort of people of all countries whose manufactures present an
astonishing display and it is beyond measure remarkable in populousness
and extent.

“ Whether Lahore be the ancient Bucephala, I do not pretend to deter-
mine.” Ain-i-Akbari.

Cf. Let. XCIX.

4. He was sent along with Raja Iai Singh and Dilir Khan to the Dec-
can to punish Shivaji (1664). Before 1699 he was appointed governor of
Udeh, and before 1704, governor of the Punjab. Cf. Let. CXXXVIII.
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LETTER CX.

Sincere and devoted servant, you should take the
foolish Kam Bakhshal to the house of Muhammad A'azam
Shahl, and reconcile each to the other with an apology.
(Verse) “The world is not a property worth a quarrel
(i.e., one should not quarrel with another for the pos-
session of the world, because he has to go to the next
world empty handed, without having any thing of the
world with him)”.2

 @

1689. LETTER CXI.
You should write Mukarab Khanl, who has been ap-

pointed to take Barnalag, according to (my) order, to
arrest the ‘Zamindar’“ of that place. You should write
him earnestly to go immediately to attack the Landlord at
the time when the proud Landlord has gone alone from

 

I. Two sons of Aurungzebe who quarrelled with each other. Cf. Let.
LXXIII and VIII.

2. Here Aurungzebe seems to forget his own quarrel with his father and
brothers for the sake of the throne.

I. Otherwise called Sheikh Nizam Haiderabadi, who deserted his
master Abfil Hasan at the siege of Golconda and entered Aurungzebe’s
service. 1687. In r688 he laid siege to the fort of Barnala and in 1689
captured Sambhaji and his son Sahu. For this service he was rewarded with
the title of Khan Zeman Fateh Jang. He had a son called Ikhalas Khan.
Elphinstone and Duff call him ‘Tokarrab Khan, the Mogul officer at Colapfir.’

2. Cf. Let. XLIII.

3. Lit. Landlord ( Pers.), its Indian equivalent being ‘Desai.' Here
the word is used for the licentious Sambhaji, a son of Shivaji. Sambhaji
ruled for nine years from 1630 to 1689. In 1689 Aurungzebe put him to a
cruel death. He was an unworthy son and successor to his father.
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Rahbarif to the fortress of Khalneh-"3 in order to quarrel
with the tribe of Bargi. Most probably the Khan will be
able to arrest the ‘ Zamindars’ and will take revenge upon
the misleader and oppressor of the Mohemadans (i.c.,
the Landlord). May God forgive us. What can the Khan
do? God does what he does; and it is God Who punishes
men for their deeds.

LETTER CXII.
That devoted servant, to-morrow you should go :0

(my special) garden and enjoy the pleasure of the ‘gul-
dasteh'. 1 The guards of the garden, consisting of thg
followers and other persons who will accompany you to-
day (for shewing you the garden), will try their best to
please and satisfy you to the utmost. (Couplet) “ When
you become his (i.c., when you be a faithful servant of your
master), all the property (of your master) becomes goers
(i.e., belongs to you, is at your disposal). When you turn
away from him (i.e., when you prove faithless to your mas.
ter), all the property (of your master) turns away from you
(i.e., does not belong to you and you are deprived of
its use)”.2
,¢—; - — ~, ~ 1 r -fi~ .-__=t-,,,, »- : -—._>_=~ ’——=1.. .>.-r r W >> .— 1-“. I---;—.~~ __

4. Rahiri or Rairee, a fort in the Konlran, where Akbar, Aurungzebe’s
son, lived for a time, as a guest of Sambhaji. Cf. Let. XCV. It was built
by Shivaji in r662. Afterwards he changed it into Raigarh and made it his
capital.

5. A fort of Sambhaji about 69 miles N. W. of Kolapur, now ¢,,11¢d
Vishailgadh, taken by Aurungzebe in 1703. It was taken by Shivaji in I659
and was changed by him into Vishalgadh. '

6. The Khan succeeded in capturing Sarnbhaji, Kalisa, his favourite,
and Sahu, his son, near Khalneh when they were bathing in a rivet‘.

r. A beautiful structure, in the middle of the garden, in the form of a
bouquet (Fers.).

1. Here the line is repeated twice. In the first hemistich the Persian
Word ‘gashtan’ means ‘to become,’ while in the second it means ‘to tum
away from.’ These beautiful lines were composed by Jalsil-ind-Din Rumi,
the great Sufi poet of Persia.
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LETTER cxm.
Devoted servant of the court, prince A’azam has arriv-

ed (here). Muhammad Kaim Bakhsha should go to receive
him. You should write to the nobles (to receive him)
whose names had been verbally mentioned to you.

. 1695. LETTER CXIV.
Devoted servant of the court, Mukhalis Khanl is ill.

You should go to the Khan and pay him a visit and inquire
alter his health on my behalf. Such persons (like Mfikhalis
Khan) are worthy of being remembered. His Majesty
(Shah Jehan) liked much his manner of addressing him. It
is right that he possesses the necessary qualities of honesty
and faithfulness. May God cure him. To-day his son is
not come. Where is he and what is he doing P He should
not be allowed to act according to his own way. You
should take care after him. He has learnt by heart some
chapters of the Koran. It should not be that he should
forget them.

I have sent to (my) devoted servant (i.e., you) the ori-
ginal account of the undertaking of Kzisim Khzing, with
J-III-ti ’ Winn. "Mt" ’ . _- __ . W r_-rrr_’*~ . :esri ___._. _‘f' ’ :.;‘@. t "Inn-incur _,__, W’, ,_,, ,;,, _,, ~* "1-,__L _ _ s ~;;'< -

1. At first he served Shah Jehan. During Aurungzebe’s time he was
appointed governor of the Deccan. Then he was made joint administrator
of Bengal. Cf. Let. CLVI.

2. Muhammad Kasim Khan-i-Kirm.ini, a very brave general of
Aurungzebe. He was successively made ‘laujdzir’ of Haiderabad and of
Bijapur Karnatic. He was sent to punish Santaji who was plundering the
province of Aduni in the Karnatic; but was defeated at Danderi and his
men were deprived of their arms and clothes. After this, he committed
guicide in order to escape from disgrace. 169;. In 1678 he was Mutsaddi of

urat.

There was another man bearing the same name, called Muhammad
Kisim Khan, who was governor of Mur.id.ib.id and who was killed in a
fight with Shuja. 1659. It was through his treachery and baseness that the
battle at Dharmatpur ( 3657) was lost to Jasvant Singh.
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regard to the conquest-ofthe rfootressrof Chanchi3. sent to
me by Muhammad Kant Bakhsha*. You should inquire
nrh'ell!er=this account of Kaisim Khan's -undertaking is cor-
reobor is meant to be the cause of the breaking sof -your
heart. How many things are there which -the -people of
the world, for selfishness, will not do; and how many~~'rifts
-are there which they will not make -right forfear lest ‘ithey
do not have their own work done P (I.e., the peoplmof the
world, owing to_ their selfish desires, say anything ithey
like ; and for serving their own purpose, do anything they
like). What is better than this, i.e., Késim Khan's cap-
turing the shameless Rams-5 and taking his fortress
Qfihanehi) ?

“Sirdeir Khan isialso an old servant. He is nofrbad.
He-should be made permanent in his post.
 . --v" 1" "1 .»~—==—.=__. »~ ' " 1- ' rii- 

* 3.‘ Gingi or Jinji, a celebrated strong fortress in the Karnaitie, eighty
miles S. We of Madras. I-t was taken by Shivaji in» 1677. from the -Bijapur
government. It mas besieged by Zil Fikar Khan (@691 ) who .twas:after-
wards joined by Asad Khan and Kim Bakhsha ( I594 l- Santaiji Gorepary
defended thedortress bro.vely.. Kain Bakhsha was on.the~point of joining the
em.-,my when he wasimprisoned by Asad Khin and Zul Filrair Khain. Of. Lot
CLXXIV. Zul Filrar Khan was recalled and Asad Khan and Kim Bakhsha.
were left there. 1694. Meanwhile Kim Bakhsha had been released at
.Mmsngsobe's order. Asad Khan and Ksirn Bakhsha failed to take the
fortress. Therefore they were recalled and Zul Fikar Khan .was again .sent
there in 1696 who at last took the fortress in r698. Cf. Let. CXVI. After
this it was named Nasratgadha.

4. cf. Let. LXXIII.
5. Raija Ram, second son of Shivaiji by Soyera Bzii, who'came to

the throne in 1680 after Shivaji’s death; but was deposed and confined by
Sambhaji, his half-brother. After Sambhaji’s death he became king (1689)
and established his court at Iinji in which he fortified himself against the
Moguls and waged war against Aurungzebe. Before Jinji fell to Zul\Filrar
Khan ( 1698 ) he escaped from the fortress through the connivance» of also
Khan. Cf. Let. CXVI. Then he was pursued by the Moguls to ~Singsrh
where he died of exhaustion in 1700, one month before the fall oflfiqttarg,
The celebrated The as; was his eldest wife. The ruin of Santaji Gom-
pnray was a stain on his character. He was of a mild disposition. He had
two sons: Shivaji and Sambhaji. Shivaji, Tara Bai’s son, came to the
throne after the death of his father. r799.

15
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LETTER CXV.

Devoted servant of the court, to-morrow the arrival of
the prince Shah Alam Bahédfirl has been fixed. The chiel
of the kingdom and other people, with an army, should go
to receive him and they should please me with great cere-
mony. (Couplet) “ Happy is the time ; because a friend
(i.e., Aurungzebe) enjoys the company of the other friend
(i.e., Shah Alsm Bahé.dur)”.2

1698. LETTER CXVI. ,
Sincere and devoted servant, there is no need for the

secretary to write the letter ‘ ain’,1 on his application.
This ‘ ain’ of disease? should not be used in a petition.
The letter ‘ rnim’ representing ‘mfiatebar' (i.e., confidential)
used by Inéyat Allah Khan“ will be sufiicient (on the appli-
cation). According to my opinion, the words ‘ according
to my order’ are also superfluous in royal mandates.

It is well known that the first origin of tyranny in the
world was small ; (but) as each man came into the world
one after another, he added to it, so that (in the end) it reach-
ed such an extremity. You should inform Abréhim Khan‘,
L__I_'1I‘ 2 I ~' "W" ’ ~ ’ "~~'1 ”' e ‘I"i '*— ‘ *4 ~' J11, 1 .,__Jr" "II, , _'_- W’ —_ _ 1-;;~ _, g pl s s ,__

1. I.e. Muazzam. Of. Let. I.
2. Cf. Let. X.
1. A letter of the Persian alphabet, beginning the word ‘arizeh,’ a

petition.
3. Or, ‘this essence of disease’; a pun upon the word ‘ain’.
3. Cf. Let. LVI, LXXI and CLXIX.
4. Son of Amir-fil-Umari Ali Mardin Khan. He was gradually

raised to the governorship of Cashmere, Lahore, Bengal, Gujarat and Cabul.
He was honoured with the rank of 5000 in 1659 and died in the reign
of Bahadur Shah. Cf. Let. CXIX and CXVIII.

There was another man of the same name who was a general in the
army of Abul Hasan, last king of Golconda. During the siege of Golconda
he deserted his master and went over to the side of Aurungzebe (r686)
who made him governor of Lahore in r688.
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who does not decide the cases of the ‘ Cézis’ and of
other people of Cashmere, that he has been degraded
from his post. (Verse) “ A stone is (a sort of) retaliation
on an aperture in a fortified wall (i.c., when a stone is
thrown from outside at an aperture, there is no wrong in a
stone being thrown outside from within the aperture, i.e.,
tit for tat) ".

God be praised that Chanchi has been taken and that
the accursed Rama has fled away“. It was not very diffi-
cult to capture him; but on account of the negligence of
(my) old officers (like Zfil Fikar Khan) he has fled away.
For a time the shop (or market) of my officers, fit for dul-
ness, became active (i.e., my officers who were generally
dull became active for a time with a view to catch hold of
Rama). These officers should be told to eat the world
before they are eaten up by the world (i.e., to enjoy the
world before they die--said irpnically).

Qi& 

1698. LETTER CXVII.

Devoted servant of the court, why does Iaar Ali Beg
consider it right to live in such miserable and straightened
circumstances ? He has not come across the prohibition of
such a way of living (in the Koran), and he himself has got
the post of ‘ vakilship’. Why does he not act according to
(the Koranic verse) ‘ Eat and drink’ P1 Why does he
bring me and himself under the taunt of the people? Man
must be agreeable to every tribe. But what can he do ?
because this does not suit his nature (i.e., he is not agree-
able to every tribe). (Verse) “ Fortune is not acquired by
the strength of one's arm till it is given to one by
the Generous God".
j udiuuilr ' if _" ' 4'" '" -— ’ iw ~ -“"-'——-‘_' ”~ ‘liili '1'-J’ - -—IIIIIr‘*1uI§

5. Cf. Let. GXIV.
Q» Here Aurungzebe seems to be a great epicurean. Cf. Let. X.

I
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' Flu Mhiuty (i;e;, %itlu~]ieltsn)~waswery fond of‘ ‘giving
fltidhlliutcilvhe garden Hayat Ba'l<l'lsha*("lift. 'life-t-giving) and
wmirfl=ttees'aituated‘ in*the'pzrlace of dveeapital, ‘by adbrns
ingthifl with trees, and by rearing up fruit-trees; and by
cleaning‘-pnn¢ts~and'reservoirs, ~and'by loblcing after plants
attdtrten-._ This traveller (in this world-i-i.e., Aurungzebdt
himself) used to enjoy them till his stay in the capital (i.e.,
Shah Iehén Abéd) ended. It is better. if Multammadt Iaar
Kinda” goes to the gardens daily and triesshis. best toskeep.
them clean and fresh. Henceforth it is neowsary thatt yon.
shouldigo to the gardens once a day and‘ engage. yoursezlhi
with greabcare, in repairing the buildings of the. fort. and:
of-the gardens. You should: write. to me about.~~the-tcoadi-
tioivof all the gardens and buildings of the.fot\ts.of M.ib£rak;..
Sdhib-zibéd, Aazé.-abdd, Niir-bari, and-Saharand-bdri snhielt
belong to (my) dear and dignified sister, and ofothenplaeue
with the details of plants and trees, from the .ti:ne. whens
this traveller (i.e., Aurungzebe himself) went out of the
capital till now, along with the‘ condition of houses, (and
in such a manner) as if I saw them with my own eyes (i.e.,
so vividly) ; nay, you should send me a map thereof. You
should write to me about the conditions of the vine...yards,
of other gardens below the fortress, and of the. ga|=den.of-
Multain Khan which is much praised, and aboutwthoeu
things about which you may have heard from reliable emu-~
ees; smthat I may come to knovwthe most.eom=ect<faots~ands
spend money: in repairing those ruined places; Alas L. I
have not repaired my broken heart (i.e.,=I have: not. repent»-=
ed of my sins) ;. and wasted my life, like children, in play.
and game (i.e.., in pleasure). (Verse) “I spent my lifminl
play» and game ; alas ! alas ! alas! ” (Couplet) “ Alana!»
life has passed away; and I have no consciousnesssabouts
myself. Alas l I have no hope of salvation. I (tor
myself) that when I was awake it was daytime ; (but)
alas l the day has passed away and there is no conscious-
k, __ "'__wunQ‘ L"_ J11 _ ' ")IIIII 11".: V 41' ' _; IT"-  

OX1::1 v n



H7
mum.fill!--whowday has passed‘ away, but 1‘ have not:
replntodtdf my sins)""’l J

It is irreligious to imprison, tho plaintiff... Bath; 8110
plhlntifi and the defendant must be made: fregmfrmt slum
power of this suit. You should refer this case to. th_e..clu'nft
judge‘? so that he may decide it accordingrto, the. brilliant.
Mhhemadan law and there may be no oppression psaetisndt
o'n and partiality shewn to. either of them. God-be
that our ‘Cddi’ is honest, good, and pi0tlS.;. heidoes. not lode.
oh this and that man (i.e., he is impartial); and in deciding
eases he considers the true facts. Let them (i.e..,.t.he plaiatm
iff‘ and the defendant) be pleased with the decision. of .tlIIi<
chief judge.

Shujd'at Khan‘, the governor of the province of Ahmed-
aibad, has been exalted with. amadditional title of ‘ I-Iazari'
"*1:-Q-nu", "Hi"

3. Cf; Let. VII and LXXII.
4. “Altliough the supreme authority. and the redress of grievances-nulls.

with sovereign monarchs, yet the capacity of a single person is inadsqtnm
to rthelsuporintendenee of the'ontire administration. It is therefore necessary
that.-he' should appoint: one of dais discreet andnunbidued serven1llr.al»lflir.
judiciary delegate. ................ .. If capacity and. vigour an noottbtbt hands
united, he should appoint two persons, one to iniestignte when thqhvlllfll
can, the other Mir Adil to carry out his finding". Bernier.

5. Shuja/at Khan, Kzirtalab, a nobleman. in .A.urungzebo'l amine:
Fitstr he was a ‘Mat-tsabdar' of qooo in Shah Johan's time. Anrungzehe.
appifledhisgovernor offlhmedabad. 1684. In';689*he quelletl a mtttlflfr.
at Ashmedabach. Fonthis his-firmness Aurungzebe hemmed
title of Shuja" at Khan. Hewas, before this, governor of Aintlne mi Iodllflflu
After his death in 1703 Prince A'azam was made governor of Ahmednblda.
Tli'e’Klran was one of the ablest of Gujarat viceroys and was very honest;
He Macho longwand ablyfilled the office of viceroy in a most critical 1i\!Ut"" "
He was a man of great merit and high character and very. .foetuIll8.
throughout his life. Aurungzebe had great trust in him and throughout
his services he was never found guilty by him. Front avlower poeitiofl he
raised himself. to a very high rank. Hebeautified Ahlnodabair by building
the college and mosque still known by his name near the. Lil, Gata,-j_lli
was the husband of Fakhr-in-Nisa Begum. Cf. Let. XXXIII.

There were many nobles in Auruugzebe's court bearing the title of
Shuja'at Khan.

I
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and with a thousand horsemen. You should communicate
this to him. (Verse) “ These favours (shewn to the Khan),
which you have seen, form only a part of all my favours!
The important work (done by him) demands favours from
me”. ‘ If he displays loyalty and self-sacrifice in (perform-
ing) the royal affairs and tries his best to punish the rebels
-and to win over the hearts of the landlords, he will be
favoured more and raised to a higher position than this.
(Verse) “ The ladder of this world is egotism ; at length
we have to fall down from this ladder (i.e., man is sure to
fall down on account of his egotism). He who goes higher
is more foolish ; his bones will be broken to pieces (i.e.,
pride goeth before destruction)".

 i

I703. LETTER CXVIII.
Shujéfat Khzinl is dead. ‘We have come from God and

to Him we shall return'2. He was an experienced man and
preserved good order in Gujarat. A governor must be
appointed for this province. You should select three per-
sons yourseli (for this) and then write to me. Prince
A'azam also desires (to be the governor of Ahmedé.bé.d)3.
This post should be given to the prince if he does not
attach importance to the royalty and executes his work
better than others. We expect grace from God and guid-
ance from Him. In this case (of the governorship of
Ahmeddbad) there is none more fit for it than Khair Andish
Khain. But they say he is almost blind, and consequently
useless. Either he or another should be appointed. Ateek
Allah Khan‘ is not (so) bad. You have stated well the
ii 7 tiuwm" '1 ' ;—:q 1 _ . ' ' ___ ' ;1—___ ;_1;_ f _ __ ll" ; 1 -_ '_ . ' mpg-— 

I. Ct. the last portion of the above letter. -
2. A verse in the Koran uttered by Mohemadaus at the time of hearing

oi some one's death.
3. Cf. Let. VIII.

4| Ci. L@t|
I
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cases of Abrdhim Khdn5 and of the Késhmeris of Hafz
Allah Khan ; but you have not written in your letter about
the consequences (of their governorships). (Couplet) “Pity
on his (i.e., Asad Khé.n's) knowledge and manners ; his
truth-seeing eyes have become blind (for not representing
the cases of Abréhim Khan and of Hafz Alléh Khan in a
proper way to Aurungzebe)". What do you mean by not
caring for investigating the truth regarding (one’s) honesty?
Therefore it is said that one who administers justice and is
entrusted with the investigation of truth must possess up-
rightness so that he may not decide the case either from a
confession or from a denial, and may not be negligent in
any way in administering justice, and may not be partial
to the powerful party. Such honest and impartial men
were rare in former times also. Where are those persons
(i.e., none) in the present time when faith is weak and the
devil is strong P6

82n¢ZQ~i 

LETTER CXIX.

Abrzihim Khénl makes great delay in executing orders;
(therefore) a thousand horse should be deducted from the
number of his followers. You should threaten his agent
also. My mildness confounds the state affairs (i.e., makes
my officers and servants disobedient). It is true that
(verse) ‘ Mastership and service do not go together’.
‘--,V_____,,_¢__ .7,‘ _ ,_.,~ ,_ ~__ ,_ ' ' 1' _ _;x ""_'» 'r' 1:. ._ 1—_- .;', _ —— _—_,—, -__—___-__',,_ ,

5. Cf. Let. CXVI.

6. Here Aurungzcbe deprccatcs his own times.

so Cfe Lets
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' LETTER. CX.X..

“Rah anus Khanl has requested me to issue orders in
fiemames of the ‘ div:i.n’2 of the Deccan“ and oflthe com-
srnmlersof the garrisons thereof, so that by managing the
“airs of the districts of that province he may take into his
possession the fiscal properties, ‘ jaghirs’, and other efiects
iihiclsihave been recently confiscated from the evil-minded

' 1

an-I-Initlc-IX3¢i

11..»nSm\ >0! Khalil. Allah. Khan. -He was appointed dfaujdairl’6f*Dahsi-'-
tnlini 311.1693. In 168o»he svas made head groom; ,and inithe sameyear-he
was made £IMQCl' Atesh’. After the death of Sar Bfiland Khan he was made
tIleet~BhHhshi'. (I680). In 1681 he was made second Bakhshi; and in 1687,
-first ~Bhlrhshi. He was present at the siege of Danderi and was sent
against rfllmnla ~.and Sattara. In 169: he tool: Raichore. He played an
antiace .,part in wthe siege of Golconda which.city fell ~into the..hll'td8nof
Mnungsebe chiefly through the treachery of the Khan. He was the. =first.to
enter the fortress by means of ladders at night The date .of his death (@692)
may be found from the following Persian verse: i

' " Fateh-i-killeh-i-Golcondeh mfibairak bad,
Rah dar ten-i-mulk namand”.

I.c., may the (day of the) conquest of the fortress of Golconda be
auspicious; the soul fled away -from the body of the kingdom.

He was a very favourite officer of Aurungzebe whom he served till the
\im&Oi!hc.Deecan“War. He was the son-in-law of Shéyista Khan and was
pay cunning andagreatflatterer; but at the same timeintelligent and sagaci-
fill-5» Aftcnhis death his son Mir Hasan, entitled Khénzzid Khan ( 1687 ), who
was grand-steward. ofithe emperor-’s household (1696) and keeper of the
privy purse, was also honoured with the title of Ruh Allah Khan (the
Second)-1696, and died about 1705. In 1695 he was made ‘Meer Atesh;’
in I696, .he ewas appointed governor of Zafarabéd; and in 1699 he was
made second Bakhshi. After his death his son was also given the title of
Ruh Allah Khan ( the Third). Cf. Let. XCII, XCVII, CIV, CXLI and CL.

3. ‘This term was especially applied to the head financial minister
whether of the state or of a province, being charged in the latter with the
collection of the revenue, its remittance to the imperial treasury and in-
vested with extensive judicial powers in all civil and financial causes’.

3. Deccan literally means ‘the South,’ being a corrupted form of
Sanskrit ‘Dalthashin’. It is so called because it is situated in the South of
India. It is to be distinguished from Hindostan or Northern India which is
separated from it by the rivers Narbndda and Tapti.

I
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Masfid Khan, and then he may write to me. Those arti-
cles which will be fixed, will be assigned to that officer-and
treasurer (i.e., Rah Allah Khan). You should give him a
document for the ‘jaghir' assigned to him. And you should
send him, at the time of necessity, the artillery and neces-
sary things required by him for the entrenchment. You
should write to him about these things. A collector should
be appointed so that our ‘beel-daran’* may send the trea-
sury to him. The letter of the Prince Bahadurff, which
has been addressed to the above-named Khan, should be
handed over to (his) agent ; or it should be enclosed with
your own letter and (then) be sent to him ; but it is better
that you write him another letter. This man (i.e., Ruh
Allah Khan) is not an officer who has always treated me
in one and the same way. - All his flattery was for the
object of gaining his own ends. It is possible that inter-
nally he is not sincere. You should think about him and
then write to me. (Verse) “ How can you make yourself
a different person by applying paints (and cosmetics to your
body) ? Though the garment fits the body, it does not
form a part of it (i.e., good wine needs no bush)”.

Q1-umninuvnuuun-I—IlIIi

LETTER CXXI.

Evidently Zul Fikar Khanl has appointed’ persons to
carry the artillery; (but) it makes Rfih Allah Khan hesitate
in the midst of affairs, though it is also a state affair. But

I i i _- W __ r_. Vf___-[_ _"—;—a_— -I---,—;;; ~~;*~|_:_’ "'~ T _.. ' ' ' ' '1" '—"—' —'— .1’ —“;#Y I 1"— 1' ¢'f>~*__i‘ 1* ,:::1 _~':_ _——' — — _~_

4. Persons appointed to collect money and to carry it to the royal
treasury. Lit. Pets. ‘heel,’ a shovel; and ‘daran,’ keepers; hence, diggers;
pioneers in an army. -

Sq Cf. Lets

g. Cf. Let. CLX.
16 __
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you should write to the above Khdn (i.e., Rfih Allah Khan)
that he should use the guns for taking the fortress and
should not place any confidence in those persons (appointed
by Zul Fikér Khan) till the conquest of the fortress (is
completed). Isaw the plan, sent by him (i.e., Rflh Alléh
Khan), of the intrenchment of the fortress. The side for
the entrenchment is good ; and in many ways, it is better
than other sides. But from the absence of a ditch (in the
plan) it appears that outwardly the ground must be strong.
It will be difficult to undermine (this stony ground). Two
or three bastions and ramparts must be raised, so that the
heavy blows of the firing of the guns will shake the firmness
of the besieged and of the walls of the fortress. This diffi-
culty must soon be solved. I also issued an order in this
matter. I write what is required for this with my own
hand and with a great urgency. (Couplet) “With various
and different hopes we expect great success and victory
May God forgive.

_i_— 

LETTER CXXII.

From the letters sent by the reporters of the army of
(my) grandson, I came to know that the army of Allah
Khzin, notwithstanding the approach of the enemy, were
engaged in drinking, and he himself did not go to the enemy
personally but sent others to punish them ; and having gone
to the house of Navézesh Khdnl passed his time, from even-
ing till morn, in drinking and in enjoying the dance. He
did not restrain himself from drinking wine notwithstand-
ing the prohibition (enjoined in the Koran). He still per-

res

1. Navazesh Khan-i-Rfimi, son of Islam Khan-i-Rfimi, his original
name being Mfikhtzir Beg. He was honoured with the title of Navzizesh
Khan in 1681. In 1687 he was appointed ‘faujdzir’ and fort-keeper of
Mandeswar. In 1705 he was made governor of Cashmere. Cf. Let» XXX!“

I)
o
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sists in (disobeying) this prohibition (of taking wine).
Therefore the reporters for selfish desires attribute many
things (i.e., bring charges) to the servants patronised by
me. That devoted servant (i.e., you) should write to the
secretary to inquire fully after all the posts (of the Khan)
and then to write to me.

 

LETTER cxxm. _
You should write to Fateh Allah Khan‘ that his best

services have been represented to me in details and they
have been appreciated by me ; but he should not boast of
serving me” ; and he should not displease me by annoying
the generals.

Z$ 

LETTER CXXIV.

I read the letter, sent by Mustmand Khan and written
by himself with his own seal, containing (the account of)
the spoliation of his ‘ jéghir’ on account of the localityl of
the robbers. I have been requested by the Khan to get
his buildings repaired and the wicked robbers punished.
According to (my) order you should write to Khan Firfiz
Jang, “ As the enemies are many, you should send there
(i.e., to Mustmand Khan's ‘ jaghir’) your own son with a
large army”.
’¢____1l  

!. cf; Lets V.

2. Cf. Let. XI-V.

r. The word for it in the text is ‘chhzivani’, an Indian word, meaning
also a ‘camp’. ,
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1693; LETTER CXXY.

Saiyad Sa'ad Allah‘ often writes me letters and re-
quests of me the following things: “ The reporter” of the
Harbour of Surata should not be transferred; the son of the
deceased Hakim Asharaf should be given some service in
the hospital and should be encouraged by increasing his
salary". You should write to the Saiyad, “ Henceforth
you should not interfere in the affairs of the (government)
servants, who are really oppressors, according to the deci-
sion of the auspicious verse of the Koran, ‘ Don't associate
with those who oppress lest the fire of hell might catch
you’ (and so on upto the end of the verse). Though these
officials are not tyrants to others, they are oppressors in
their own nature”. In every letter he expresses his desire,
 Ii—K ",:1|___--*’;~* — ~'__-L ~; _~’¢— ~—~ - _ , _ , ' .... 7 ' ' __ r *' 

r. Saiyad Sa'ad Allah Derwish, a Mohemadan saint of Aurungzebe's
time, maternal grandson of Sheikh Pir Muhammad Saluni. For thirty-five
years he acquired knowledge of every kind from his grandfather. Then he
went on pilgrimage to Mecca where he lived for twelve years prosecuting
his religious studies. Once the ‘Sharif’ of Mecca disagreed from him on
some point; in consequence the Saiyad left Mecca for Surat where he passed
his remaining days as a hermit. He was maintained and honoured by
Aurungzebe. He was very kind to men of every creed. He was learned
and had great influence over Aurungzebe. The emperor used to correspond
with him and had great faith in him. Once he wrote to Aurungzebe
by way of recommendation not to transfer the reporter of Surat (Bakar
Khan) and the doctor of the hospital of Surat. 1693. Though Aurung-
zebe complied with his request he wrote the saint not to further inter-
fere in worldly matters. From that day Aurungzebe discontinued his
correspondence with the saint. This event is mentioned twice in his
history by Khafi Khan who gives the purport of the letter addressed to
the Saiyad.

2. I.e. Muhammad Bakar.

3. A city in Gujarat, standing on the Tapti, once one of the
richest cities in India, plundered twice by Shivaji. Formerly it was a
great seaport; but has now been‘ superseded by Bombay. In the archi-
ves of the Mogul Empire it was called ‘the Port’ or ‘the Harbour’. Shi-
vaji used to call it ‘the key of his treasury’.
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withn prayer, ... die in God‘. insist}. .1... use an t.-...,
This humble servant of the court of God (i.e., Aurungzebe
himself) always recites in his daily prayer this auspicious
verse of the Koran, ‘ O God! Creator of heaven and
earth! Thou art my master in this life as well as in the.
next; let me die a Moslem (or a true believer in Thee)

:-

andenable me to join the virtuous and the piousl’. l.tl\inli.
carefully over the meaning of ‘ The man who dies thil.
death (i.e., death in God) will meet, before meeting God,.,
the prophets and the saints.‘ 5 Though the learned men of.
my court have given nice interpretations (of these Koranio
and traditional verses and sentences). I have not been per-
fectly satisfied with them. That learned man” should
write to me about these phrases of the Koran and the
tradition after an inquiry. May peace be upon you.

 iii£

I697. LETTER cxxvn.
You must have known that an arrow was darted to-

wards vats: (Khan) and that it was found out that it was
ant .-1' , — _, __~ ~ _' ' T T_ _ ' ' _' ' ' " **“?' " >1. W‘ T ___:n|_1g1:_ I '._;§f J‘|n

4. Le. to die in devotion to God and then. to be united with
Hirn--a Sufistic technical term.

5. From a tradition.
6. Le. Asad Khan who was a very learned man.
1. This fact is mentioned by Khzifi Khan in his history. Yakut

F

Khan, entitled Mfiharam Khan, who was in the service of prince Kant.
Bakhsha as his chamberlain and whom the prince did not like as being
of an evil temper, was wounded by an arrow by a companion Of. the
prince when he was leaving the royal court after the prince. For this
five of the companions of the prince were imprisoned. One of them,
named Hadu, foster brother of the prince, was convicted and ordered to
be separated from the prince. But the prince did not like separation
from his foster brother and surrendering him to the ‘kotwal’. Hamid-
fid-Din Khan Bahzidfir (cf. Let. CLXVIII) was ordered to separate
Hadu from the prince. The Khan (Hamid) was wounded by the prince,
but at length was successful in imprisoning his foster brother. 1697.
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that unfortunate foster brother (i. e., l-ladu) oi Kim
Bakhsha” who had darted the arrow. I punished the man
who had darted the arrow and separated him from the
foolish prince. I ordered what was to be done with that
wicked person (i.e., I-lads) who was the worst companion?’
of the prince. He who has Satan as his companion has
truly selected a bad companion. (Verse) “ The company
of the wicked is dangerous like fire. When the fire is hot
it burns the body ; but when it is extinguished it makes the
coat black (similarly an evil companion first annoys his
friend and then blackens his character) ".* By the bad
omen oi Hadfi's company the prince has been misled. Some
‘chil6.s'5 should be appointed to keep a watch over him
round his tent. And you should inform me about him.

s
,,.——u~*;:1,, ~ "~1-1., s ,."'1 ,,:, _nI-1' ' 

2. Muhammad Kam Bakhsha. Cl. Let. LXXIII.
3. The words ‘ the wost companion’-‘bais-al-kareen’-occur in the

Koran and mean Satan. This phrase, either accidentally or intentionally,
occurs also in ‘Ma’asiri Alamgiri’.

4. From a strange coincidence Khéii Khan uses the same verse in
o naection with this event and says the prince was spoiled by had
company. This event is also relerred to by the author oi 'Ma'asiri
Alamgiri'.

5. Persons appointed to keep watch over those with whom the
king was angry; an Indian word.

"His Majesty (i.e., Akbar), from religious motives, dislikes the
name ‘bandeh' or slave. He therelore calls this class of men ‘chilas',
which Hindi term signifies a faithful disciple (cl. Ar. ‘mix-id’ ). The
pay oi chilas varies from one rupee to one pence per diem. H.M. has
divided them into several sections, and has handed them over to active
and experienced people, who give them instruction in several things,
Thus they acquire knowledge, elevate their position, and learn to per-
iorm their duties with propriety".

AiIl'i'Akb9.l'ls

I

/
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LETTER CXXVII.

Khan Jehan Bahadurl, notwithstanding his previous
activity, displayed inactivity in this affair like old officers.
When I reprehended about this his negligence he requested
me to forgive him. But he has not improved. All this ruin
(of our affairs) is to be attributed to his insincerity. l-low
should it not be that there is no act worse than insincerity
(i.e., insincerity is the worst act) P Truly, ‘The hypocrites
are in the lowest pit of hell’2. You should write him some-
thing for his forgiveness and should suggest to him this
(Koranic) verse so that his eyes may be opened and he be
warned against insincerity. Though it is impossible that
the inward enemy (i.e., passion) should_ be strong, your
greatest enemy is passion between your two sides (i.e., in
your heart). Why do you allow this passion to really over-
come you ? O God ! release us from the fetters of
passion and let us not die in its bondage. (Couplet) “Man
received favour from God which was His first favour.”
Whatever is shewn by God seeks after the misguided (i.e.,
God shews mercy and favour to the misguided). Blessing
and its acceptance are from Thee; security and iear are
(also) from Thee”.

Z_fi 

1694. LETTER cxxvm.
Amir-fil-Umarzil is dead. He was one oi the old ser-

vants. ‘We have come from God and to I-lim we shall
 ‘" J—' ' __f___.' '1ni& _ -Z "j jii 

I. Cf. Let. XXVIIL

2. A Koranic verse.

3. Of being endowed with the soul before his existence.
t. Le. Shziyasta Khan. Cf. Let. XCI. Aurungzebe was greatly

obliged to him for the possession of the throne. Alter the Kh:in’s death
Asad Khzin was honoured with the title of Amir-Ed-Umarzi. Cf. Introduction.
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return"*. He also possessed property. You should write
to the finance minister of his province to confiscate his
property'with great caution and to take into possession as
royal property every kind of thing obtainable from his ser-
vants with force and strictness3. You should make the
secretary of the deceased (i.e., Murlidhar) understand that
he will he favoured for his good service. You should in-
form me of the condition of the sons of the deceased! I
have also spoken to another person about this matter ; but
with the thought of looking after his relatives I have
appointed, a second time, that devoted servant (i.e., you)
to this affair. Certainly you will display your worthy
quality with truth and sincerity. Aman Allah Khé.n5 is
not unsuitable for this work (i.e., for governing the province
of the deceased). (Therefore) he should be appointed to
(this .post). You should inform me about his titles so that
they may be increased. I intend shewing him another

-favour ~ shortly.
~ ,*1ir51r* '" i, I_'

'3. ‘cs. Let. cxvm.
3. 'Cf. Let. XCIX and CXLVI.

4. Cf. Let. XXXVIII.

The Khzin’s eldest son, Abfil Fateh Khan, was killed at Poona during
Shivaiji’s attack on that city. 1663.

Another elder son, Umeed Khan, who was governor of Bihzir, died
soon after his father. 1695.

His three sons, Aitekaid Khan, Abul Ma'ali, and Khodai Bandeh Khan,
survived him.

5. There were many men bearing this name. One of them was
present at the sieges of Tornai, Rzijgarh, Purandhar, Singarh, Patnsillzi
and Vishalgarh. 170;-1704. Another man, called Hafiz Aman Allah
Khan of Benares, was an author and ‘ cadi’ of Lucknow and died in 1721.
There was a third man of the same name who was ‘faujdzir’ of Gwalior and
was killed at the siege of Bijapur. r686.
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LETTER CXXIX.

This office has been fixed on Usaf Khzinl. The person
selected by you (for this office) is also good; but he is a
soldier. His business is not known. You should inform
me of what you know about him. Iam in need of an
honest person for the ministership of Burh>i.npur'4. ‘The
most important work should be taken first“.

0

~_nu1v- 

LETTER CXX.

What is Mukaram Klninl doing? Notwithstanding
his desire of (going to) a pilgrimage to the two sacred
citiesz, why is he delaying? What is better than this (i.e.,
pilgrimage) 2'3 (Couplet) “ Pilgrimage to the Lord of the
House (i.e., the temple of Mecca) is good ; but pilgrimage
is to visit the temple of Mecca (i.c., pilgrims visiting Mecca
search after the temple; but really they should search
after God)”.

* r '* ;"'" ;;__ :_______:_—;— —:~_ _ ' _ _"_'.__:*_.__—_—__ 7 — ;:': : _,, >__—_—__;_~___. *4 .__:>~—<=_—._—:—- '—' _ '_ _;_—~_:*_1nJ .::;f" "-__  m

1. Before I705 he was fort-keeper of Knmrnagar. In 1705 he took
part in the sigge of V.il.ingadh. In I706 he was appointed ‘faujdir’ of
Imtiyizgadh.

2. A city in Central India. It was founded and named after Biirhain-
fad-Din, acelebrated Mohemadan saint of the Deccan in the fourteenth
century. It became the l\'Iol1exu.1dan capital of Khsindesh. It stands on
the Bhemi. It formed the head quarters of Aurungsebe during the
Deccan \Var.

3. An Arabic proverb.

E5 CL Lflli. Cs l

3. I.e., Mecca and Medina, in Arabia.
3. The author of ‘Mir-At-i-.~\l.rm’ says: “ Although on account of

several obstacles, he (2.0 , Aurung/.ebc) is unable to proceed on a pilgrimage
to Mecca, yet the care which he takes to promote facilities for pilgrims to
that holy place may be considered equivalent to the pilgrimage."

11 _
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LETTER CXXXI.
The presents sent by (my) grandson Bahadurl should

be accepted (by you). But before doing this you should
tell his agent not to send presents without (previous) infor-
mation. May peace be upon you.

LETTER CXXXII.

Murshid Ali Khan is a revenue collector ;1 and he is
also not devoid of honesty. If this work is offered to him,
possibly he will perform it better than others. You should
ask him (about this work) on your own behalf. That old
servant (i.e., you) must have heard the case of Fazl Ali
Khan’. An army should be sent to punish the turbulent
‘ Kazal-ba.shan'."‘ What is Khan Baheidur Hamid‘ doing?
This sinner (i.e., Aurungzebe) wishes that no crime, espe-
cially oppression5, should be perpetrated ; the result will be

 

I. Cf. Let. XI and LXXVI.

1. “ The collector of the revenue should be a friend of the agriculturist.
Zeal and truthfulness should be his rule of conduct. He should consider
himself the representative of the lord paramount and establish himself
where one may have easy access to him without the iniervention of a
mediator. He should not cease from punishing highway robbers, murderers,
and evil-doers. He should assist the needy husbandman with advances of
money and recover them gradually. He should strive to bring waste lands
into cultivation and take heed that what is in cultivation fall not waste.
He should stimulate the increase of valuable produce and remit somewhat
of the assessment with a view to its augmentation. I-fe shall not make the
occasions of journeying, feasting or mourning an opportunity for exactions,
and refrain from accepting presents.” Ain-i-Akbari.

2. in 1699 he was appointed minister of Multan.
3. The flower of the Persian army, raised by s1..;1. Abbie. Turkish

‘ kazal,' red and ‘ bash,’ the head or a cap, so called because they used to
put on red caps. ‘An’ is a Persian plural termination.

4. cs. Let.'§ ctxvm.
5. llere Aurungzebe strongly condemns oppression for the advocacy of

justice. Cf. Let. XIV and LXXXVIII.
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that there will be order and peace in the kingdom. King-
ship is not maintained without discipline. Sometimes orders
appropriate to the occasion are issued through the force of
passion and without volition. You should ask the opinion
of the learned about this. May God be praised that your
intention is good. You will not be punished by God.
Truly, ‘ Man’s action will depend upon his _intention’.“
This tradition is correct, convincing and authoritative.

- .- __.-.-us.---__..¢._-. -..----_ -

1692. LETTER CXXXIII.
Khzijeh Abdur Rahiml died. He was religious and

pious and was very brave. Qne day he was standing in
my presence with a country-made dagger hanging from his
waist. I liked the dagger and said, “ Its make is very
fine". He replied “Its name is better than its make."
I asked, “ What's that " P He replied, “ Riifiz-i-K1‘lsh"”.
I observed, “I also want to get three or four daggers pre-
pared of the same make and name for the state”. He took
out the dagger from his waist, presented it to me, and said,
“ Till they are prepared, this humble present will be exalted
in the state”. Then he took leave and departed. You
should write to me about the condition of his sons“ or tell
Inayat Allah Khan to‘ write to me so that each may be
favoured according to his merit.

:1 _;. s .:*_-___--~— »* '*"~* vvciv-1--:»"~. -< __ :;__-_ 1 __ _ ¢;;;;; s; ;;..— _,,~

6. From a tradition.

t. Son of Abdul Kaisim. He was a native of Farghaina, in Afghanistan,
came to India in the reign of Shah Jehan, and served under Aurungzebe
for several years. He died in 1692.

2. Lit. ‘ the Killer oi the Shi.ihs.' ‘Raifiz’ means in Arabic ‘ a deserter.'
The Shiahs are the Persian Mohemadans who follow Ali, the son-in-law of
Mahomet. Aurungzebe was a Sunni. ~

3. Cf. Let. CXXVUI.
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1697. LETTER CXXXIV.
' Khan Jehrin Bahddfirl died. ‘ We have come from God
and to Him we shall return.’ God is holy. How very neg-
ligent is man? How long will he be overpowered by
passion P2 At this time the Khan was desiring (to get) the
governorship of the Deccan. How intensely was he anxi-
ous about it? Yes, the work of passion is worse than
this. (Verses) “ To destroy passion is not the business
of wisdom (i.e., wisdom is overpowered by passion). The
internal lion (i.e., passion) is not a plaything for the hare
(i.e., wisdom). Passion devoured the whole world and
swallowed it. Its belly was crying, ‘Is there any more
(infidel) ' P3 This passion is hell and hell is a dragon, be-
fore which (the wide expanse of) the ocean is nothing.
Passion swallows up the seven seas and yet this world-
burning passion cannot quench its thirst. (Men useless
like) stones (i.e., sinners) and stony-hearted infidels enter
hell with shame and disgrace. Yet hell is not satisfied
with so much food (i.e., sinners and infidels) till this voice
comes from God in response to its desire (of devouring
more victims), ‘ Are you satisfied’? Hell replies, ‘Am I
satisfied P No, I am not yet. Look at my fire, heat, and
sensation (i.e., I am still burning with the desire of having
more victims)’. God stretches forth His leg to hell from
‘Lil. Makti.n’.‘* At this time hell is satisfied with ‘k\in-fi-
§ .::-1' Z1"-III_ " ;- ~ I ——~'f1'——-—='—--' =>"1— ———— —"”" II I ~ — ' ‘ W" "' -'—"I— ~— ’ "W " W; 7 '_..

1. Cf. Let. XXVIII and CXXVII.

2. Cf. Let. XCIII.

3. A passage from the Koran--words supposed to be uttered by hell
which is here personified, on the day of resurrection. As hell is never
satisfied with its victims (1.e., sinners and infidels) and cries for more,
similarly passion is never satisfied with its victims (i.e., the weak-willed)
and cries for more. Here passion is compared to hell.

4. Lit. ‘VVorld of mm-sj~a<.e,’ the highest mansion of God which
even the angels cannot reach. This word occurs in the Koran in reference to
Mah0met's nightly journey to heaven.
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k6n’.5 As this our passion forms a part of hell, (and) parts
always possess the effect of the whole (consequently passion
has the effect of hell). None but God can imagine the in-
satiable appetite of hell. I pray for strength to the Ocean-
splitting (i.e., Powerful and Great) God in order to remove
(or dig out) the Mount Caucasus with a needle“.“ May
the High God favour us with (His) grace and relieve us from
this dark day (i.e., passion). I conjure Him by the name of
Mahomet the Prophet and of his family. May the bless-
ings and peace of God be upon Mahomet.

1706. LETTER cxxxv.
I read the letter sent by Nasrat Jangl to you. In this

letter he has recommended Daud Khan” and mentioned his
.... __-_---- -~-v~ . q_ _ _r;n _____ nut ',__1_ ___. __ '_ "W I_¢ -- _ __:'w._ . -?__-=-_._--- :-: *_-' ' ' ~*:—_* __::;:__ __; ____ ;_'___¢ T ___ anus

5. I.e., the whole world; lit. ‘ be, and it was.’ These words occur
in the Koran in reference to the world’s creation. It is said God created the
whole world by uttering the word ‘ kiln,’ ‘ be.’ Cf. the very first chapter of
the Genesis in the Old Testament of the Bible.

This is a question of Mohemadan theology. It is said in the Koran
that when hell will cry for more and more victims on the day of resurrection,
God will put His foot on the border of hell. Then hell will be satiated
and will not require more victims thenceforth.

6. A Sufistic belief. A somewhat similar idea is expressed in the New
Testament of the Bible by Matthew where Christ says if we have faith as
slight as a mustard seed we can remove a mountain from its place.

1. Cf. Let. XVI.

2. A general of Aurungzebe. There were many generals bearing this
name. One of them was called Daud Khan Kfireshi who was appointed
governor of Allahabad by Aurungzebe in 15670.

There was another more celebrated general, bearing the same name,
called Daud Khan Panni, mentioned here. This Panni was a. Pathan
general of Aurung1.ebe, renowned throughout India for his extraordinary
courage, and his memory still survives in Deccan tales and proverbs. He
served for many years under Aurungzebe. He was present at the siege of
Vzikingarh. 1706. In place of Zal Fikzir Khan he was made viceroy of the
Deccan by Bahadur Shah. 1708. He was slain in the battle against Saiyad
Ilfisain Ali in the time of Farukh Siar. r7t5. Of. Let. CLXVIII.
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own services. Something should be written in reply. (But)
we should wait for the conquest of the fortress (i.e., Vakin-
garh). After the conquest some of his requests should be
granted ; but before that, the granting of his requests is
impossible. Henceforth for capturing the fortress you
should order Tarbiat Khan“ to send all the necessary things.
And you should also write to the garrison of the fortress of
that side to send the artillery consisting of ‘ jazé.yars’,*
‘ ram-jangis’*, bullets, and gunpowder to the army of Nasrat
jang. Authority lies in the hands of the Powerful and
Unique God ; He does what He wills.

1
 »1@ii_-is

1704. LETTER CXXXVI.
It was clear from the letter of Sipahddr Khanl that he

had punished Mahdbat Khan.” Thanks to the Almighty
for this. He should be given, in addition, a personal title
of ‘ Hazari’ and a thousand followers. A robe of honour,
a sword, a horse and an elephant should be sent to him.
It should also be arranged to bestow additional titles on his
followers. He should be gladdened with this good news.
His agent should also be favoured if it is necessary. God is
the best master and best agent for us.

3. ct. Let. CXLIII.
4. cs. Let. LXXXIV.
1. Second son of Khan Jehrin Bahadur, the foster brother of

Aurungzebe. (Cf. Let. XXVIII). In 1687 he was appointed governor of
Lahore. He was raised to the rank of 3ooo in 1691. In 1695 he was made
governor of Allahabad. In T704 he punished Mahabat Khan.

2. Cf. Let. CXLVI.
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LETTER CXXXVII.

I have selected five elephants for (my) grandson Baha-
dur. You should choose two elephants out of these five
and send them to his agent who should also be presented
with a horse, a special robe of honour, and a dagger deco-
rated with a tassel. You should inquire about these things
from Javdhir Khan.

.__.._---._. -s ---.-.--...-_ - -__..._._. -

I

1694. LETTER CXXXVIII.

The reporters and Zabar Dast Kheinl have written
something regarding Saiyad l\/I1‘ibrirak.2 Are these reports
about the Saiyad right or not ? The Khan considers him-
self as an honest man. You should ask Inayat Allah Khan
(about the facts of these reports). Saleh Khan?’ has mana-
ged well the governorship of Akbariibad. You should write
to Gopal Singh for helping the Khan (in the government of
the province of Akbarzibad). You should write the above
Khan (i.e., Szileh Khan) a letter of condolence. (Verse)
“ How long will the palm tree conceal the defect of its
poverty” P 4=

; ~' M _\ *i,n_-i_,_'|r—, , 1* aw A1-1 ____ 3-"

i. Cf. Let. CIX.

2. He was fort-keeper of Daulatiladd before 1683. In 1687 he was
honoured with the title of Miirtizzi Khan.

3'. Son of A’azam Khan Kfikeh, was made superintendent of the
‘Ghosal Khrineh’ in 1680. In 1683 he was made Meer Bakhashi of the
‘ Ahadis’; and in 1685, ‘faujdar’ and minister of Bareli. After the death of
Shayasta Khan he was honoured with the title of Fidli Khan and appointed
governor of Akbarabad. 1694. In 1695 he was made governor of Bihar after
the death of Umeed Khan, son of Shayasta Khan.

4. A reference to the bareness of the branches of the palm tree
which have no leaves on them.
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LETTER CXXXIX.

i The accident met by the deceased Ihtamdm Khdnl is
through the negligence of (his) followers. We should not
give countenance to them ; nay we should break their backs
with the stick of inattention (i.e., we should shew indiffer-
ence to them). Whence shall we get an honest and in-
telligent man like the late Khan? He had fattened the
(royal) horses so much and kept such fine order in the
stable that I cannot describe it. O God! forgive him
(i.e., the Khé-n) and have mercy upon him; because You are
the most merciful. You should write strongly to Saif
Khzi.n2 to punish the rebels. He should be given his pay in
advance so that he will not delay (in punishing the rebels).
The work is difficult.

 -_

LETTER_ CXL.
The eldest son of sovereignty (i.e., Mfiazzam) has

written (requesting me) to confer additional titles on (his)
fourth son. Evidently the cavnliers of Rafi-1'11-Kadrl are
more numerous (than necessary). The number should be
reduced in consonance with his post. It is not advisable to
give more personal titles to the younger son than to the
eldest. In order to please my son I shall have to shew
favour in another way.

Razavi Khén and the Hindu are not on good terms.
fly-1 *1 ' 7 I ""7 " ' we -’ W"-'------'~ > - - — —-- ~- 171.". :.__1 r ,; . r. _’; ,__, __¢_ ,_ ;__- ._..,_ ,1

i. At first he was a "kotw.il’ in 1682. In 1688 he was given the title
of Sirdzir Khan. In @697 he was made head groom.

2. He was governor of Cashmere before 1664. In 1665 he was ordered
to invade Tibet which he made tributary to Delhi. In 1679 he was
appointed governor of Bihar. He died in 1709. He was employed as
tutor to Prince Kiim Bakhsha to train him up in the art of archery.
He was a son of Tarbiat Khan.

go Lgta
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These are two enemies; they are quarrelling for their
law.” You should write a threatening letter to the Hindu.

-—i---\~-.--a.-_-...—_-—<-—n-u-

LETTER CXLI.

Rfih Alltih Khzinl discharged his debts with difficulty.
This extravagant and rich Khan desires to squander away
lavishly the money equivalent to the fine imposed upon him
(i.e., not to pay the fine). He garbles the money accounts.
When landlords are unable to pay money to the royal
treasury, the debt is discharged from their estates by reve-
nue collectors. You should appoint an agent to get from
the Khan immediately the fine imposed upon him by the
state. Not a single ‘ asharafi“-’ should be left to the Khtin
but all the whole amount of fine should be recovered from
him. His Majesty (Shah Jehzin);--may his tomb be sancti-
fied,-was very particular in recovering fines. Immediately
he appointed mischievous and strict ‘ chilt'ts'-‘ and thus re-
ceived fines. I remember that one day His Majesty made
Ja’afar Khein,* who was at the time a vizier, sit in the
‘ Ghosal Khti.neh', and received from him the fine imposed
upon him. The above Khan was offended with the super-
intendent of the ‘ Ghosal Khaneh, who had in his charge

2. It is in reference to a story 11'] the Koran where two persons are
represented as disputing xnth each other about the existence of God.

1. Cf. Let. CXX.

2. A gold coin, so called from Asharaf who first coined it. In
Aurungzebehn time one ‘asharafi’ was worth seventeen rupees.

3. er. Let. cxxvx.
4. Entitled Umdat-Cd-Mfillc, son of Sadil: Khan Mir Balchashi. He

held the rank of 5000 under Shah Jehan and served him asa minister for
sometime. Aurungzebe appointed him prune minister about 1662. Before
1660 he was governor of Malwa. lie died at Delhi in I670. After his
death the office of prime minister was conferred upon Asad Khan with
the title of Asad~fid-Dauld. Cf. Let. CI.

18
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the amount of his fine, and was prepared to do him ham;
and injury. H. M. told the unkindly brother (i.e., Dara) to
reconcile both of them after the dismissal of the court and
to make the above-mentioned Khan give the superinten-
dent a ‘ dushzl.leh'.~"

 ___au@

LETTER CXLII.

You should often bring the poor assistant of the prime
minister into my presence. Meanwhile if he is selfish, you
should prohibit him from this so that he may not do
so again.

 @i—i§——s

LETTER CXLIII.

To-day Tarbiat Khanl requested me to present two or
three turbans adorned with jewels to two or three ‘ Mang-
btishis/2 who had rendered good services during this expedi-
tion. You should say to the above Khan, “ Though you
have passed your life in government service and have been
favoured (for this) by the emperor, you do not know that
these ‘ Mang--btishis’ do not deserve to be favoured in such
a way". For pleasing him and encouraging him for the
service he rendered to the state, a turban adorned with a

"A" _ .¢ - --- -— - —-—,.=;%—_—_ _.:.._ _ ___.__- _ ' I _ 1 1,, 7 ~ '7 — — _ --- -__...__ _l W ....

5. A double sided turban, an Indian word.

I. A nobleman of 4000 who served under Aurungzebe as comniander
of artillery. In 1659 he was made governor of Ajmere. He was sent against
Prithivi Singh, Zamindar of Srinagar, who had given refuge to Suleman
Shel-rfih, Dara’s son. 1660. In the same year he was made governor of
Multan. In 1663 he was sent as ambassador to Shah Abbas of Persia.
Ile took part in the sieges of Barnaleh, Bijapur, an.d Sattara. In 1700
he was appointed to lay siege to Basantgadh. In 1705 he was appointed
Meer-e-Atesh. After Aurungzebe’s death he took up the cause of Alazam
and was killed at the battle near Agra between A’azam and Muazzam. 1707.
Cf. Let. CXLIV and CXXXV.

2. Chic/s having ten or hundred men under their command. Turkish
‘ mang,’ ten or hundred, and ‘ bashi,’ a head or a chief.
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gold medal will be sent to him. Javahir Khan will send it
to him. Help and grace we receive from God. But in
future the Khan will not make such a request regarding the
‘ Mang--btishis’. If any one will execute an important royal
work and will render the state a service with great caution,
he will be rewarded and pleased with a robe of honour and
money in cash, and with a horse in case he has lost his
own horse.

I

 

LETTER CXLIV.

Tarbiat Khzinl is yet in need of money. He has got
money (from the royal treasury) for (distributing it) among
the soldiers of the fortresses. From outside I came to hear
that he has kept this money for his own private purpose.
What can the wicked reporters do? The Khan has been
appointed over them. These reporters upset important
royal arrangements by selfishness; and being ashamed (of
their conduct), they pretend ignorance in communicating
the news. What is the cause of the fortification of the
fortresses by the great rebels and of the watch of Esavi
Khan over these fortresses? Had we been informed from
the beginning these things would not have happened. The
‘ jsighir’ should be taken away from Tarbiat Khan and given
to Bfirhan Allah Khan who complains of having no ‘ j6.ghir'.
Evidently Biirhtin Allah Khan is in army. You should write
and threaten the above Khan (i.e., Tarbiat Khan), “ How
has this case resulted in this manner P Why did you pay
no attention to the results of the affair as far as your eye
could reach? At the time when money was not distributed
among the soldiers, when there was no provision in the
fortress, and when the soldiers were weakened by want of
food and money, where were you ? It is enough if the
soldiers receive their pay and are faithful in doing their
':_— _i;j,__ Z’. "_ "T 7' - _'—‘—~T' -I V '-- ~ 7-' T.’ _ l_T.__ ~i""'»—— W—— — "'45 T ii" 4.7- ' —~I—"-5 'P"l>- A ‘-1-"'7 LII‘ ‘bf

r. Cf. The above letter. ‘
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work. We know that the soldiers can do nothing without
money and food. Are these the ways of true and faithful
Mohemadans to ruin the state affairs, which are truly
divine, for the sake of selfishness, and to disregard, for the
sake of this perishable life, the right of soldiers (of getting
money), which strengthens the infidels to injure them?
Immediately you should get the receipts of pay from all
soldiers and send them (to me). Otherwise you will cer-
tainly be punished like those who are dishonest and help
the infidels. Because, truly, God will not allow the tricks
of the treacherous to prosper”.

LETTER CXLV.
The trustee, newly appointed by Imiyat Allah Khzinl

and confirmed by me, ran away. What has he done P
(Verse) “Everything which enters the salt mine becomes
salt.” The Khan had no power of resistance. What can
he do? He is helpless. If such was the case, why did he
not come to me P Though he was not given money by my
servants, he was not prohibited by them from coming to
me. You should also yourself write strongly to him.

U

‘ _-.-- ---. --.-._-—

LETTER CXLVI.

Evidently Mahzibat Khan of Haiderzibaidl died at
Lahore. He has no other heir except his grandson whose
father is dead. You should write .to the administrator of

' ' V. Z —. are _______.—:*—~ __ _ >7 _;__:-A 1 1»' ‘;_s__ ?4_ _._____J __ 

i. or. Let. CLXIX.
1. His original name was Muhammad Ebrahim Khalil Allah. At

first he was in the service of Abul Hasan, king oi Golconda and
Haidcrabad, as his general. During the siege oi Haiderzibéd by Aurungzebe
(1685) he deserted his master and went over to Aurungzebe. Afterwards
he was honoured by the emperor with the title oi Mahzibat Khan in 1686. In
the same year he was made governor of Berzir. Afleruards he was
appointed governor of Lahore. Cf. Let. CXXXVI.
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the district thereof to confiscate the Khan's property’ with
caution and honesty. Because the royal treasury belongs
to the public.’ The king is the trustee (of people) and the
officers are appointed by the king. None but the needy
and the weak can claim a share of the property.

LETTER CXLVII.

To-day Marhamat Khan came into my presence, hav-
ing put on a rich dress. The skirt of his rohe was so long
that his feet were not visible. I ordered Mfiharam Khan
to curtail two inches of the skirt of that foolish Khan. You
should say to him, “ The skirt must be of the same length
that has been fixed by the court custom ; otherwise you
should not enter the ‘ Ghosal Khaineh.’ A man should put
on a simple and durable dress.1 Ornament and fashion are
the peculiar characteristic of women. These things are pro-
per for women " By way of advice you should speak to
him some words ( of the same nature ) appropriate to
the occasion.

1660. LETTER CXVIII.

I do not chew a‘ ptin’.1 This betel shop is out of order.
The department under the steward is also not in order. Is
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2. Cf. Let. XCIX and CXXVIII.
1. Here we find Aurungzebe preaching simplicity in dress though

he himself was very fond of pomp and grandeur.

I. A betel, an Indian word. The Hindus and the Mohemadans are
generally very fond of chewing bctels with nuts and other stimulant
substances. Generally a Hindu offers a betel to one who goes to his place
to see him. The betel is of various kinds.

“ The betel leaf is probably speaking a vegetable, but connoisseurs
call it an excellent fruit. Amir Khfisro of Delhi in one of his verses says,
‘ft is an excellent fruit like the flower of a garden, the finest fruit of
Hindost:in.' The eating of the leaf renders the breath agreeable, and
re-pasts odorous. It strengthens the gums, and makes the hungry satisfied,
and the satisfied hungry.” Ain-i-Akbari.
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this the ability and sagacity of superintendents that they
keep, at every time and at every place, the departments
under their charge in a proper orderzi’ Till the superin-
tendents display their ability and nice and good nature
and all lookers-on-glory know order, given to us by God,
and display their order and discipline, envious persons will
be degraded. Alas! alas! we claim for piety ; but all this
is boasting. Truly, I swear by God, this claim is great and
unreasonable.

According to my order, the reply, sent by A'akel
Khan“ to Mahtibat Khzint regarding the erection of the
fortress of the capital (i.e., shah Jehan Kbad), is an excellent
one. A servant must be of this type. Thanks to God
for His grace.

_ 

LETTER CXLIX.
Devoted servant of (my ) court, Vuzarzit Khan Abdfir

Rahminl is dead. You should suggest me the names of
some persons for the governorship of Malxva. These persons
;— e ,,, ,, ~, ,, ,,_, ,, ,,,__-A ~-- »_~— — . .. -_., . .._W__;. ;_> , _, — e e _, re. madam -~ e -- -_-— _ , ~— W r ~_

Betel is taken after meals, it is offered when you meet and when you
separate. “The betel is the leaf which, after it has undergone a certain
preparation, is given as a mark of royal favour, and which, when
masticated, sweetens the breath and renders the lips ruddy.” Bernier.

2. Sarcastic. Aurungzebe liked order and discipline.

3. Cf. Let. CLXVII.

4. The second son of the celebrated Mahzibat Khan of the reign of
Jehaingir after whose death in 1634 he received this title. His original name
was Lohrisp. lie was twice made governor of Cabal and had the command
of the army in the Deccan. He died in I674 on his way from Ctibul to
the royal presence.

There was another man of the same name who was imprisoned by
Jchzindzir Shah.

I. Second son of Amzinat Khan Mirak. Aurungzebe appointed him
governor of Bijapur and Malwa. He was an excellent poet and left a.
‘Divan’ (collection of poems) composed in a most beautiful style. His
poetical name was Bikrami.
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must be experienced. Raghunaith Sa'ad Allah Khzinil, at
the time of his governorship, used to say, “ The govern-
ment affair should be given to such a person as possesses
the quality of experience and a mind of entering carefully
into the affair, and not to one who is affected with
selfishness ”.

i LETTER CL.
That devoted servant (and) pivot of state affairs,

according to (my) order, as powerful as destiny, you should
write to Prince A’azam, “ From the letter of Neek Nitm
Khan‘ it was known that you had dismissed the three sons of
your own old secretary. You seem to be wise and sagaci-
ous. Do as you like. Now you do not like Fazdil Khan Mir
I-Ié.di2. I appointed Inziyat Allah Khan to report ( to me )
your desires. You must be knowing that Kfikaltdsh Khan”
during his governorship of the Deccan, and Riih Allah
Khé.n"= during his governorship of I-Iaiderabzidfi (Deccan),
had become sources of abominable actions. For the sake
of policy I took them to task for a time; but in the end
Iretained them in their posts by remembering their past
services ”.

— '— 7 7 I — 1"Ii F"-*1’ "“i"“=r‘*w 1-' *1 x‘ _,,~ <_‘__;—,—_-r '—_,__<_q—'—¢,—  i

Aurungzebe appears to receive the news of the death of his oldest and
most intimate friends with a cold heart.

2. Cf. Let. LVI.
1. Son of Hunmat Khan, grandson of Isl.lm Khan, was appointed

‘Bakhashi’ and reporter in the army of Prince Bidir Bakhta in 1699. He
took part in the Deccan War. In 1684 he was fort-keeper of Molhear.

2. Cf. Let. LXII. He was a ‘Meer Mfinshi' (chief writer).
3. Cf. Let. XXVIII.
4. Cf. Let. CXX.
5. A city in the Deccan. Its former name was Blnignagar. It was

founded by Muhammad Kfilly Kfitfib Shah of Golconda and named after
Bhagmatty, his beautiful Hindu wife. 1589. After his death his son
Haider changed it into I-Iaiderabad. It was the new capital of the
Golconda kings after Golconda, the old capital. At present it is the
capital of the present Niaam. It is to be distinguished from the
llaiderabad of Sind.
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LETTER CLI.
Khan Firnz fang left his work unfinished. He did not

go to receive my grandson who had come from Bfirlttinipfir,
but went away to the Berarsl. Why does not the Khan
write a letter to me about him P Was the Khzin informed
to go to the Bertirs through a letter from the agent or
through divine news ? Neither an order was issued nor
was he told by me to go to the Beriirs. Let him know
from whom he received the post of generalship.

I‘

LETTER CLII.

Muhammad Baikarl, the superintendent of the divine
court, died. People talk something about Shikair Khan.
One day, when riding, I heard people speaking more ill of
him than of Muhammad Biikar. I often said that Muham-
mad Bakar was notorious for a mischievous habit, while
Shikar Khan, for pride. But it was no effect. It is right
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Faizl stands unrivalled.” His poetical name was .\ll.'uni (the Learned).
lfe wrote letters known as ‘Maktubat-i-All.uni' uhich are the models of
public correspondence. His style cannot be imitated; but Abul Ilamid
Lihori, author of the ‘B.idsh.ih N.imeh,’ who was patromsed by Sa’ad
Allah Khan Allami (cf. Let. XV), imitated his style. Abul Fazl was a
well read man. He was tolerant on religious views. Akbar was greatly
influenced by and indebted to hun for his religious tolc-ration. Abul Fa'1.l’s
influence on his age was immense. Ile was at comniandcr of two
thousand and five hundred.

1. A small province U1 Central India; Hindustani corruption of
Sanskrit Vrirad. Hindustani has a tendency to change ‘v’ into ‘b’ and
‘d’ into ‘r’ (if Sanskrit or Ilindi names of persons and places and things
or any words; e.g, ‘Vikram’ into ‘liikram,’ ‘Vasai’ into ‘Basai’ (Bassin,
a town near Bombay), ‘vad’ into ‘bar’ (an Indian tree), ‘vadé’ into ‘bara’

( large or old), and so on.
r

1. lle wasareportcr of Sfirat. Aurungzebe wanted to transfer him;
but at the request of Saiyad Sa’ad Allih Derwish of Surat he was retained
in his own place. 1693. Cf. Let. OXXV.

19
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that men get rewards for their actions. The Khan knows
better what happened to the deceased (i.e., Muhammad
Bzikar), and what will happen to himself. The evil passion
does not allow man to do good acts and to store up provi-
sion for the next life. Otherwise people would know that
it is bad to practise oppression, but it is worse to encourage
it”. To render services to the avaricious is to kill the poor.
To be thoroughly conscious of the responsibility of the judg-
ment of the next life which is doubted is a difficult task.
What if a man is certain of the judgment of the next life ?
The Khan must be given his ‘ jtighir’, but not a post in the
state. (Verse) “ Alas ! alas ! the indifference towards
justice.”

Gfilziin Muhi-fid-Din opened a shop in the army of
A'azam. He claims himself to be a ‘ dervish’. It is neces-
sary to dismiss him. (Couplet) “ Such people (like Gulzim)
are not men but only figure-heads. They fill their bellies
and are men of passion”. They are ignorant and abject
persons, of a defective temper and utter false words.
Where is faith, and where is (true) Islam ?

-1-. --u~¢--..,---»- -_¢-“-1-.

1694 . LETTER CLIII.

Prince A'azam, for his arrears due to the government,
has requested that the district of Ludhi should be assigned
to him (so that he may be able to pay off his arrears from
the revenue of the district). You should write to him or tell
his agent, “ There is no harm if his arrears remain unpaid.
They will be considered to be paid off from the assets,
cash money, the price of the jewels, &c. This is not the
business of merchants ". His Majesty (Shah Jehan) used
to keep in arrears more than one-fourth part of (the pro-
('7 _,;< '— I — ——---,_;_,_ ~ Ivv _~_;— V ,_ ~ , ~ —- ;__~;~=._—_ev ~~ —. --—-::._ __:_.-" '= x '"~=--—?-_ 1'. " r :'~ ; _____;

2. These letters often repeat that Aurungzebe was a great supporter
oi justice and great opponent of tyranny and oppression. Ct. Let. XIV.



147

duee of) the ‘ jtighirs ' of the princes and the nobles. In
my time all rules are without force.

Many times the pivot of the kingdom (i.c., Asad
Khtin) used to say on his own behalf, “ I have never been
appointed to manage the state affairs outside the capital.
If I am sent abroad people will see my way of workingl".
Ihad heard these words reported by the spies word for
word. At this time I came to know from the reports of
reporters that an accursed enemy had attacked Zsl Fikrlr
Khan? (at Gingi) and had not allowed provision to be in
the Kh:in’s reach and that the Khzin is in difficulty and
requires help. A royal mandate was issued to you for
going soon to the help of your son. When you made delay
in joining him,I wrote the letter with my bright hand.
Because you confessed your love for your son; but now
when he is in difficulty, why do you hesitate to go there ?
To set forth a claim is one thing, and to fulfil the claim is
another. (Verse) “ Don't boast more; because your
pride is over-3".

@-._.---Q-->-\_._-n--pgyr

LETTER CLIV.

Old devoted servant, notwithstanding that you have
been favoured by me for a long time and have served me
and that I have a great opinion of your knowledge about
rules and about human virtues, you pocket the insults
of the government officials and do not remember the
(following) words of Sa'adi1: (couplet) “ Both you and
~_; _ — —— __—_—_'_~ —_ ___—___- __ _——_ __ — ; _ :__—_ __;-;_—:_g1--——-~--rw ~ --—-> -1-_-_, -~--=:_' --_'—"— " ‘~ I —"I~' "*1 >7" "~1A— “"'

I. This latter portion of the letter is quoted by the author of
‘Ma’asiri Alamgiri,’ in which the author quotes the whole letter, esp.,
the last part, word for word.

2. Asad Khan's son.

3. This verse also is quoted by the author of ‘ Ma/asiri Alamgiri.’

Q; Cf; I43“
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I are servants of the same master; both of us are servants
in the court of the king (consequently one officer should
not pocket another's insult) ". It is very strange. Sa'ad
Allah Khdni used to say, “ The (Persian) letters ‘ alif '
and ‘ nun ’ in the word ‘ divan ’ (secretary or minister)
resemble the pen and the inkstand (respectively) (i.e., the
last letters ‘ alif ’ | and ‘ nun ’ w of the word ‘ diwtn ’
shew that the ‘ divzin ’has got a pen and an inkstand
before him as the signs of his post)”. (But) the ‘ divtin’
who has not got angelic qualities is either a demon with
pen and inkstand before him or a~ brute or a picture devoid
of intelligence." Henceforth you should be careful. And
with your confidence you should regard the servants of
the royal court your equals; and you should not leave
observance unobserved (i.c., you should possess the
discriminative power).

-_---—----_.__.— ...

LETTER CLV.

To-day (my) grandson Muhammad Azim] requested
(me) to annex the district of Lashakarpurg to the ‘jzighir '
of Prince A’azam. You should ask him, “ With what hope
have you cherished this well-wishing in mind? Had this

--~——_,_:_- ._ I1" . ~ . -— ' ~ ~————' ~ . W?” __ "rrrr-r _ x W 'TT'1'__IL_-3-_li_ ' ' ' " W ~ ' ,

2. Cf. Let. XXVI and XXXIV.
3. These are the words of Aurungrebe. He says if a ‘divzin' is not

good and honest, he is either a demon or a brute or a lifeless picture.
According‘ to him the word ‘divan’ is made up of two words—-‘ div’
(n demon) and ‘ an‘ (symbolical for the pen and the inkstand). Thus the
‘ divan‘, if not good and honest, has got two qualities--the quality of a
demon and of a writer. \Vhile according to Sa’ad Allah Khan, the ‘ divan’
has got only one quality, namely, that of a writer. Here is an indirect
remark against Asad Khan.

1. Cf. Let. LXXXVII.

2. A town and district in Bengal. There is another town and district
bearing the same name in Oude near Lucknow. In the ‘ Ain-i-Akbari’ this
Oude Lashakarpur is given only as Lashakar.
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request been suggested to you by A'a.-ram, there would
have been no harm. Otherwise you should not make such
requests; because they do not augment sincerity of heart
but increase pride and self-conceit." The Almighty God is
an agent for us; and I call upon Him. He should have
mercy upon us and He may make us enter His shadow.

i_rIwi? 

1699. LETTER CLVI.
You must have heard the news of the‘ death of

Mfikhalis Khrinl. I was pleased with his noble and virtu-
ous qualities and his versatile genius. May God be pleased
with him. This world where death is rampant has many
calamities and its toys are perishable. Where are the wise
heart and the seeing eyes ? (i.e., wise men are to die in this
world). A person indirectly complained before me, “This
man (i.e., Mfikhalis Khtin) does not consider any other man
better than himself.” I replied, “ He does not find any
other man better than himself ".
_ pa c ~ __-_ __ I ; _ _;' — - ~~ , ,,~- W - 4.;-_~,, :_. —- e, _~— ' :,.;~:;,_,,,f,; 1'; q 'ur:.:r:,ra":, '1,-*~,—’--n

1. Son of Sat Shikan Khan and grandson of Kaw.im-fad-Din Khan.
After the death of his father he was made superintendent of the artillery. In
1693 he was made ‘ Tan Bakhashi' (personal paymaster). lie died in 1699.
After his death Ruh Allah Khan the Second became ‘ Bakhashi'. Cf. Let.
CXIV. Mukhalis Khan was well versed in the art of prose and poetry-
Ilis poetry is full of advice. He is known for his ‘Ghazals,' one of which
is quoted in ‘ Ma'asiri Alamgiri’.
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Letters Addressed to

Ghtizi-lid-Din Khan Bahtldfir Firfiz Jaugl.

LETTER CLVII2.

( My) sincere Khan Firfiz Jang, I desired to come
myself to see this loyal friend (i.e., Firuz Jang who was
ill at the time) ; but with what face and how can I see
you ? Consequently I have sent Sa’adat Khzini‘ on my own
behalf to see my eye (i.e., my dear Khan ) and to represent
to you what is concealed in my heart. Grapes are the only
new fruits obtainable here. But the Greek physicians con-
.-.--._-.. ____ . -__. .-.-

1. Son of Kilich Khan Sadr-its-Sadur (cf. Let. XLVIII) and father
of the famous Nizzim-ul-Mulk Asaf ]:'th, the founder of the present Nizam
royal family of the Deccan. IIis original name was Shahab-Cid-Din. He
came from Samarcand to Delhi in 1668. lie was honoured by Aurungzebe
with the title of ‘Ghazi-ud-Din’ (the Champion of the Faith) for his
military exploits against the Rzinee of Udepur. 1684. For his services in
the Konkan and for capturing the fort of Rzihiri he was given the title of
'Firuz .Iang' (Victorious in Battle). He took part in the siege of Golconda
and Of Bijapur. After the conquest of Bijapur he was given the title of
‘Farzand-i-Arjamund' (Dear Son). In 1688 he was made governor of the
Deccan. He took part in the Deccan War. He was sent against Santziji
Gorpary, whose head he presented to the emperor. He suffered severely
from the effects of the climate, and eventually lost the use of both his eyes.
1698. In 1705 he defeated Temeah Sindhia into Malwa, and for this
service he received the title of ‘Sipzih Szilzir’ (Commander of the Army)
and was appointed governor of Berar. In 1710 he was appointed governor
of Ahmedabad by Bahadur Shah; and died in 171: at Ahmedabad. ‘He
died as he had lived respected and esteemed by all who knew his
conciliating disposition.’ Khali Khan says about him ‘a man born to
victory, and a disciplinarian who always prevailed over his enemy.’

2. Perhaps this letter might refer to an accident that occurred to the
eye of the Khan in I698. Cf. note I, supra.

3. Alias Muhammad Murid Khzinezzid Khan, a reporter of the
Deccan and ‘divzin’ of the army of Khan Jehan Bahadur in the Deccan.
He was Aurungzebe's agent at the court of Abul Hasan of Golconda.
Aurungzebe was offended with him for his dishonesty and deprived him of
his title after the conquest of Golconda. r688. But afterwards he was
pardoned. Ile died in r698, He was the son of Murshid Kulli Khan.
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sider them injurious for the health of the noble, sincere, and
learned Khain. Therefore I myself do not take grapes. If
the Holy God wishes we will eat grapes together after the
immediate recovery of your health. (Verse) “ O God!
how pleasant is this my desire (of getting recovery) ! May
Thou fulfil this desire ”.

----....-...- _»-_. -

1702. LETTER CLVIII.

Sincere Khan Firnz Jang, the separation of your army
cannot be helped. Send your sonl into my august presence
to be favoured with gifts and allowances. Then he will
return to my loyal friend ( i.c., you ). (Verse ) “ Beware !
when you do not know the divine secrets, do not be dis-
appointed. Plays and tricks (of fortune ) are concealed
behind the curtain. Do not be grieved.” (I.e., a person like
the Khan should not be disappointed at his misfortune ;
because after a time good luck will succeed misfortune).
( Verse) “ What burnt the heart with anxiety was the fear
of separation. Any how we must put up with this separa-
tion on account of the faithlessness of the sky ”. ( Similarly
the Khan should put up with the separation of his army for
which he was in great anxiety ).

 -iii

LETTER CLIX.

Sincere Khan Firuz Jang, may God be praised. There
is no difference of heart between us ( i.c., we love one an-
other even from a great distance). ( Couplet) “ If you are
in Yamanl and at the same time with me (i.e., with my
heart), you are near me. But if you are near me and at

—,_;,~— —"-1_;_'; —._.r_>>W fir- 2.; __.:1;__—._¢,,,;-,, ~,,<’,,,,,;-, ~ , ,_.....:_.,,_,;,.,._ __ ,,______,,., __.._.,,___=._.___,._,,__~. ~_;,_ ~, <7 .-:--- . <":~<';1.___

1. Chin Kilich Khan, alias Nisan:-ul-Mulk Asaf Iah. Cf. Let. XCVL
1. Cf. Let. CI.
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the same time without me ( i.e., without my heart), you
are in Yaman.” (I.e., if you are at a distant place like Yaman
from me. arid yet if you love me at that place, you seem to
be near me ; but if you are near me and yet do not love me,
you seem to be far away from me at Yaman ). (Simi-
larly though Aurungzebe was far away from the Khan, on
account of his love for him he imagined himself to be near
him). You must have been probably informed of the
affairs of the whole day so that the physical union might be
kept up. I have not seen Inéyat Allah Khan. His place
is vacant. _( Verse) “ The rose is rose wherever it grows ".
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Letters addressed to

Zfil Fikifr Kliiiii Bahiidfir Nasrat Jangl.‘

LETTER CLX.

Sincere Nasrat Jang, first this country (i.e., the Deccan)
was governed by the Delhi kings. The powerful Baliiiiiianii
kings usurped it from the possession of the Afghiin kings of
Delhi. Having found them addicted to sensual pleasures and-
engaged in low worldly affairs, we (i.e., the Mogiil emperors)
took advantage of it and acquired the throne and the

~_-V _ ~ *_ -1--— _ s. , ~—~-..- — _¢_-_,_ ‘__-_:_____. _-_.__._ -.. ,. _ ....,_ ..., ... _ _ Q. .,' ,..,.,__, _,_,,,_ __ '_ ,,

1. Son of Asad Khan, son-in-law of Sliziyasta Khan and of Abul
lfasari of tiolcondzi, the liest of all 1\uruiiqrebe’-. generals, born in 1657,
his original name being Miiliriiiiniad lsiiiiil. In 1078 he was lionouied
with the title of Aitelilid Khan and married the daughter of Sli.iy.ist.1.
Khan. In I090 the title of Zui Fikar Khan B.iliadni' was conferied oi:
liini by Auruiigzebe for captiiiiiig Raigfarli and iniprisoiiing Yasoo l{.ii,
$ambhaji's widow, and her son Slii\.i]i, .ifter\\':i.ids known by the ii.une
of Slhillll. in 1()()I lie was sent Ct.Q'Jll'l‘ili (iingi; but f.iilei.l to 1_.i.l.e it tlllflflv
‘through the resistance of Saniayi (i'orp:ir\': and was iecalled by the empi-ror
in 1694. fie iias sent there rigain for :1 second time iii ifii)‘; .indw.is
successful in taking the fortress. 1698. ffc took V.iliing.idli by titnrflh
In iyo3 he was made Mir ltakliawlii. After /\iiruiiga,cbe’s death (I707) he
took the side of A’a1.am and helped him against his lirotlier Mira//..iiii.
But he was pardoned and favoured by l\lii:i'/zain when he becanie emperor
after defeating and slaying A'.i/,ani at Agra. lfe was iiiiide viceroy of the
Deccan by the new emperor Baliadiir Shah and was honoured by him with
the title of Amir-fil-Umara. I708. lle was also given the title of i"13fIl's..l.lll'-
iid-Diiiilih. In Jehaiidar Shah's time lie was made iiiinister. After‘
Jehandar Sh.ih’s murder lie was treacherously put to death by Farukh
Shiar. I713. Cl. Let. XVI. Zul Fikar Khan was a king maker. Iradat
Khan calls him “Seatcr, nay creator of emperors.” Grant Duff calls him
‘a corrupt ambitious man’; but ‘an active coniniander.’

2. The Baliainani kingdom was founded in the Deccan by Al.ii"idin
Husain Bahamani Gaiigu in the reign of Miihammad Taglakli in 1347-
It was named so by Alaudiii iii gratitude to the Brahman master whom l1-B
had served before he became king. Afteracentury and a half, i.c., in.
152$, this kingdom was split up into five different independent states,
Alianiadiiagar, Bedar, Berar, Golconda, and Bijapurl which were afterwards
conquered by tilt; Mogul: one aftfii another.

39
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canopy for us (i.c., we founded our Delhi Empire). They
received the reward of their actions from the revengeful
leaders,” i.e., the Bahrimani kings treated their masters
(the Afghan kings of Delhi) badly and unfaithfully; they
themselves, in return, were treated so by their servants.
Sl1ivzi.(ji)* and others also treated them badly. (Couplet)
“ Take advantage when the kingdom is in your hands;
because the kingdom passes from one hand to another
(i.c., take possession of the Deccan; because it has passed
from one ruler to another) ”.

n__,-_--Q-Q4--Q-—----n--unan-

LETTER CLXI.

Why Should a fertile land be given to an ungrateful
‘kti.fir-i--harabi’ P1 Why should we be negligent in
. 5' I ~: — , ' '-' :.;,._. A--W__.__~~-'7 " .' ' e e — a _

3. This refers to the internecine war amongst the different Bahamani
kings of the Deccan and the cause of their own ruin at the hands of
the Moguls.

4. The great founder of the Mahratta Empire, second son of Shihji
by ]iji Bai, born in 1627 and died in 1680. He was descended from the
Rzinzis of Chttor and belonged to the Bhonsle family. At first he entered
the service of the Bijapur kingdom. He began life as a plundereri like
Ilaider of Mysore. The most important of Shivaji’s life was the expedition
into -the Karnitic. Ile successfully resisted the Moguls by his guerilla
tactics and baffled them. The murder of Afzul Khan, the Bijapur general,
is a stain on his character. The reference in the book is to his
eonstant wars with Bijapur and Golconda and his wresting many of the
fortresses from the hands of the Bijapur king. He was well versed in the
art of taking fortresses. Khafi Khan calls him ‘ a sharp son of the devil,
the father of fraud.‘ Again he calls him ‘the most notorious of all the
rebels.’ The Khan often calls Shivaji by bad names and epithets, such
as, ‘of an evil origin,’ ‘a vagabond,’ and so on. But he says that
Shivaji protected women and children and had a great respect for the
Koran. Bernier calls him ‘ the Holy Shivaji ’ because he respected the
habitation of the Reverend Father Ambrose during his pillage of Surat.
Aurungzebe called him ‘a great captain’ and ‘ a mountain rat.’

1. An mfidvl who is deserved by the Mohemadans to be fought with
and ruined. (Opposite) ‘kafir-i-aummeli’, an infidel who pays a tax to
the Mohemadani for livillg undo: their protection. fliéfir’ lit. meow
‘ignorant.’ i
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carrying out works which it is impossible to accomplish
without any evident objection? Have we not read about
the reward of the crusade (against the infidels) in the
‘Sahihain’2? l-lave we not got power of conquering
kingdoms and of iinprisoiiirig rebels?

I

 mnm-

LETTER CLXII.

Kliiin Nasrat Jang, Rilo Dfilip‘ sent his other subordi-
nates except Mnltifat Klltlllz to prince A’azam in order to
request him that as the work was heavy, there would be no
harm if it was reduced. All right. Many of the subordi-
nates of the Riio are in common cause with the shameless
Riiniii3. They do not understand that they make them-
---__- _.___ -_-_ r —--~-.;; — -- u — _ '-_;;-_--_:_*_ _ r —__—'-_:._ _ _ _~ ~- ..iu:__¢-.-_- e; _-.-..-»c-,.- ___-->¢_-_-.g.,.....;==_——— -_~_=: »»__ __ __-_:.-~--_-_—,-1~__' V-i~r;:_;:'.;_;>_:—~ ~#.n-0--1-___ _ :_._-

2. Two books out of six J.l70l.lf. the Moheinadaii traditions. They are
authoritative and written by Muslem and liOl'tl1.l.I'l in the second cuitury of
the Molieiiiadan era. The word lit. ineaiis ‘ two true’ (books). It is ti gene-
ral belief aiiiong the Moliemadaiis that those who fight agaiiist infidels and
are killed in battle are rewarded with ‘ hurts’ (fairies) in pziiadise.

llere is a further instance of Aurangzcbe-’~. fanaticism. Cf. Let. CXIV.

Auiunq/ebe waged his wars in the l)c<.can for religion’s sake. llc
persecuted the llindus for religion and not tlirougli cruelty. \Vith the
exception of the executions of D.it.i and of Saiiibluiji he was generally kind.

I. Alias Ilalprtt l{.'io liundehi, son of Sublikaran llundt.l.i who was a.
great lliiidu chief and general of Auiiiiit;/t-be. l{.io lliilip was at Hindu
iliitl who sen ed under Auruntfi/ehe as general like his father. lle was pre-
sent at the siege of Gingi (i(ir)4~t(ii;b’) and helped i\'.isrzit ].iiig. lfe was
also present at the siege of V.il.ing.idli. 1700. lle took part in the l)ei.i.in
W.ir. lle was killed by .1 caiinoii shot in the battle between A’ai:.iiii and
Muazzain. I707. Cf. Let. XCVII.

2, Multifat Khin Khawafi. lle took an active part in the siege of
Golconda xihert. for the display of great bravery he was honoured with the
title of l\Iultif.it Khtin. 1088. lle found out the date of the conquest of
Golcundi which is as follows ' ‘ l‘atcli-i-killeh-i-Gulcondii iiiubirak bid’
(may the conquest of (iolcoiida be aiispicious). Afterwards lie was given.
the title of Aniir I‘;.l1.:l.I|.. llis original iintni. was Mir Abdul Kariiii. Cf. Let.
CLXXIX.

3* Cf! CXl\7l
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selves the butts for the arrow of destruction in the next
life. (Couplet) “ Wheat grows from wheat ; and barley,
from barley (i.e., as you sow so shall you reap). Don’t be
unmindful of the reward of (your) action ”. (Verse) “ Oh !
Morning breeze, Lindly tell this beautiful deer that it has
caused us to wander on mountains and in jungles ". May
the end be safety.

u-__........-.- ...>._... -_.---~u-¢--...---—-

I702. LETTER CLXIII.
My sincere Nasrat jang, (our) whole energy was

devoted to the conquest of the Deccan which was the most
important work. Thank God that we have accomplished
the work (oi conquering the Deccan)1. But the expenses
incurred in this meritorious journey (of the Deccan) are
defrayed from the treasury of the Northern India. We are
still in debt. I have heard that in the Karniiiticz large and

w. ~..v‘:'*:* ~ ————— :1-— __._.-x _W~—’_r__; _ L - ~__,-,--=|.~ a~- ,_ _, ,--r, ,, ~ ; -1’ W,» --4_ W; __.¢_______ ,_:_-¢, —-

1. It was A'urung1.cbe’s early and favourite scheme of annexing the
whole Deccan to the empire.

Really speaking this conquest of the Deccan was only partial and
temporary, became though S.inibh.iii, Slll\'_]l,‘i son, was captured and
put to a horrible death, and hhaliu, Shiv.-i;i’s <;r.indson, was imprison-
ed by the Moguls at Delhi, the l\l.ihi:ittas were not subdued. They continued
to liarasq the Mogul army and made them eiiliaust their strength and iigour.
Poor Auriiiign.-be, who had come to the Deccan with a great army to
fiubdl-10 the Mtlhruttas, never returned to his capital but died at Ahmad-
nagar without acconiplishing his work. No doubt he conquered the Baha-
inarii liingdoins of Golcoiida and lhiapur. But lie committed a great
political blunder in conquering these two Moheni:id.i.n kingdoms which
would have been a great check to the rising Maharatta power.

2. A province in the Madras pf€Hld€fiC\'- First most of it belonged
to the Bijapur GO\'€fI1m€Ilt. .Sh.ihii, $hi\'aii's father, had his ‘jaghirs’
there. Sliivaji had occupied most of the K3fH.1tlC. Before Sl‘l1V3._]1 it was
divided between Bijapur and Golconda governments and was called
Bljilptll‘ Karnatic and llaiderabad Karnatic. TEIDJOI was its capital.
TM‘ Mflguls firSt entered the Karnatic in I638 under Muhaiiimad S3.ddlCk-
After the {all of Bijapur and Golconda most oi the Karriatic was taken
by Aurungzebe.
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old treasures are hidden and buried under the ground.
The ‘ Zamindiir "5 of Bijiiipfir of an unknown origin has
usurped the kingdom of the Karniitic by force. The gr;ind-
son of Shivriji is the father of the hellish Sliivii-ji (i.c., the
grandson is worse than even the grandfather). lividently
his kingdom (i.c., the Kariiatic) is not strong. Its revenue
is said to have been estimated by the late Masfid Kliiiii
at seventy or eighty lacs of ‘ huns ’*. Why don’t you take
possession of this kingdom (oi the Karmitic) ? You should
inquire from your own deputy, who must he Dziud Kli2i.ii~",
about the condition of this kingdom and about the plan of
taking it. \Vhy are you careless and negligent about this“?

__.-... -._Qunn&-7 -.4.-. ---- ....-. ......

LETTER CLXIV.

My Khan Nasrat jang, government servants do not
pay any attention to honest people; because from begin.
ning to end these honest nien have no regard and respect:
for the government olticials. The oppressors are not afraid

_._.. V-7. __ A” __ ___._A,___, A_»,—:._...__ —- 1:... _ - -—- ---— - -—_~--- --- -. - -, ,,,,._ .. r.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _

3. “7.ziinindrir, derived from ‘ izaiiim’, the word sigiiifving lands, is the
propiietor of a tract of laud given in inlieritanue by the king or the iiabnh,
and who stipulates the revenue whicli he is to pay for the pg-.1u;_ih1¢
possessioii of it. Such 7.ainind.irs are not now to be lreqiicritly met with ;
but the title eyerywlicre: it is transferred to all the little siiperiiiteiidents
or 0ll1C.€l"> under the f.iu]d.ir".

The Zainindar was the same as the Pollvgar of the Coroniandal C0391,

4. A gold coin current in the Deccan at that time.

5. Daud Khin l’.inrii; in 1702 was appointed deputv to Nasrat Jang
and‘f.iuid.ir’0t Karnzitic Bljapllf. In I704 he was appointed deputy to
Kam Bakhsha ii ho was goierrior of Ilidtrabad. In I700 hi. took part in
the siege of V.il~.ingadha. Cf. Let. CXXXV.

“The second in command to Zul Fikar Khan in this army was (ioqr)
Daud Khan Panni, .1 Deccan officer of some repute, but notoriously addicted
to drinking".

6- This letter reveals -*\l11'l111g?ebe's pecuniary cmbarrasamerits during
the latter part oi his Deccan War,
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of giving (money) to and taking (it) from honest men (i.e.,
the oppressive government servants bribe and fleece the
honest); i.e., it will require no miserliness to give water
to others from the ocean. Their wicked actions are
contrary to my order. I do not know what punishment
will be inflicted upon me on the day of judgment and what
hardships will befall the subjectsl. (Verse) “ The thought
of Saturday embitters the Friday of the boysi’. The
pleasure of to-day without the anxiety of to-morrow is
enjoyable (i.e., sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof)”.
Any how the men of power should always fear honest men
and should every moment say, ‘O God! save me and
protect me (from sins) '.
-:"*' s _ __ 1 , e, 7 "4 rrlfl-III':__"__nnllnn '_'::.‘:ilhln' Jun-lilnnnnr "' UH2&mu 

I0 Cf» LET. and XLO

2. In Persia the school boys get their holiday on Friday instead of
on Sunday as here. On this day they think about the following Saturday
on which they are to go to school again. Consequently they cannot enjoy
their Friday happily on account of their anxiety about the succeeding
Saturday-
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Letters addressed to

Mii-zit Sadr.-fid-Din Nluhammad Klttiifl siinvii,
Second Paymaster.

LETTER CLXV.

. Mirzii. Paymaster, Ikhaliis Keesli-i-Punjabi” has been
raised to the post of ‘ Difi-Sad-o-l’unjii.hi" ’. You should
make an entry of this into the record of titles.

@—i@ 

LETTER CLXVI.

Mirzii Paymaster, Muhammad Ebriihim, the bashful
courtier, has been raised to a high honour, i'.c., to the
post of ‘Sch-Haziiri ', two hundred and five hundred

M‘ "V 7 inf’ *7”? N ‘1_M"* V r * r 3 ‘ "'~———-- ' M "7""""' — — ' 'A—==—;-—'-~ - " "‘\Il'_ I__" 12' _"f*_=~_: i:_:--V-<1."-.. ~-iv: ' *..-ni_'_er~~—::=-_—_——-'0

Q
1. He was honoured with the title of ‘Kli.'in' and appointed ‘faujd;ir'

of Rzimkar in 1683. In 1701 he was appointed governor of Khindesh. In
I702 he was honoured with the title of ‘Mirz.'i.’ After the death of Ruh
Allah Khan II he was appointed second paymaster (bakhashi). g7o4. Cf.
Let. XCII.

“ IIe.(Div:in) therefore comprehends in his person the offices of prime
minister, lord chancellor, and secretary of state, without presuming to
advise, judge, or issue orders, but according to the will of his master, or
to the influence, which he has over it. Under the ‘Divan’ is an officer
called the ‘ Bakhashi,’ who is the paymaster of the troops, and the disburser
of all the public expenses of the government. This must be a post of
great advantage. The ‘Bakhashi' has under him an ‘Amaldér,’ who is
the overseer and manager of all the occcasions of expense.”

2. A Hindu of the tribe of Khatri of Lahore. He served uiid
Aurungzebe who conferred on him the title of Ikhalas Khan. lle wa.
well versed in Persian. In the time of Farukh Shiar he was raised to
the rank of 7000. He wrote the history of that emperor (Farukh Shiar)
and called it ‘Bidshah Nzimeh.’

3. A commander having two hundred and fifty soldiers under him.
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followers, a title of ‘Mirzé Khaini’, and a present of two
thousand rupees, at the request of the Begum‘. According
to (my) order, you should write him a letter communicating
these favours. He who acts virtuously and piously is
rewarded by God.
'---Q-¢--..,_ ----» ¢ ----i...“-..,..____'_—_——;A ~ '—~ ——._ J»-->A_ , _,_ _ — -~____ ___ I __ _V __ _ _ I _ __i____'_

I. Zaib-un-Niszi, the favourite daughter of Aurungzebe. Cf. Let.
LXXII and LXXIIL
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Letter addressed to

A'akel Khtinl,
Fort-keeper and Governor

of the Capital of Shaih jehzin Abaid‘-i.

1662. LETTER CLXVII.

I read the petition of that old servant (i.e., the
Khén). You have expressed the desire of retiring from the
service and oi tendering resignation of your post. When I
have protected you under my service. which is the object
of divine glory and favour, do you think that you will get
a better post anywhere else than here? In case of you
insist, your petition will be certainly accepted and your
request (for resignation) will be complied with; and a sum
of one thousand rupees per month, amounting to twelve
thousand per year, will be assigned to you.

—~ _ — ~ ~ 7 ~_,-___ _ _1I:—_—_ r" __, W ' ____ :_--_~:_ ' r_ ___.;~_.~.-.-_.—:——— ¢»—:——:-.- .._.._--ap» no-¢---1.-our-4..-....-ca-1----.-.~ -~no.--.1.-nun-vnd-anlnniviiounv-rue‘-.-=1

g. A’ahel Khan-i-Khafi, author of ‘V.ike.it-i-Alamgiri’. In 1659 he
was governor of Shah Jehan Abad. In 1662 he resigned his governorship.
The author of ‘Ma'asiri Alamgiri’ says that thereafter he was granted Rs. xooo
per year and not per month. In 1663 he was made superintendent of the
‘Ghosal Khzineh’. Afterwards he was sent to Lahore. In 1079 he joined
the service of Prince Muazzam. In 1680 he was made second ‘bakhashi.' He
died in r696. He was a good-natured man. Cf. Let. CXLVIII.

2. The new city erected by Shah Jehan near the old Delhi where he
removed his court from Agra on account of excessive heat. Thus it was the
new capital of Shah Jehan and Aurungzebe.
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Letter addressed to

Hamid-i'1d—Din Khan Bahadurl.

LETTER CLXVIII.

Hamid should know that a few days ago prince A’aZam
uttered these words before me: “ There are my three
bitter enemies--Hamid-fid-Din Khan, Amir Khiing, and
Mfina'am KhZin3". I replied, “ Amir Khan is a good-
natured man; he is the enemy of none. It is proper that
Hamid is also not an enemy. The nature of Muna’ am
Khiin is unknown to this oppressive and ignorant man (i.e.,
Aurungzebe himself)”. Did you ever consider why you are
indifferent to your own condition and to death which is
nearer to man than the strip of his shoe and the pulse of his
neck (i.c., death comes unexpectedly ) ? Woe l woe !
Alas! alas! (Couplet) “Sometimes I am left behind my
hand, heart, and foot (i.e., sometimes I become helpless). O
life! you are passing away soon; I fear that I will be
left behind you (i.e., I will die soon)". If you think it
right I will recommend you to prince A'azani. If you
iluarrel with each other I will reconcile you both; so that
you may not be dishonest in serving this mortal creature
(i.c., Aurungzebe). \Vhatever you think write it to me or
inform me of it.

il

1. Ile tool. part in the various sieges of Sattara (I699), Parnaleh (1700),
Khulna (I703), and Torna (I704). Once Aurungzebe ordered him to separate
Hadfi, an evil companion of Kim Bakhslia, from the prince. The Khan
was wounded by the prince, but in the end he succeeded in imprisoning
Ifadu and thus separating .hiiii from the prince. 1697. Cf. Let. CXXVI.
Aurungzebe entrustcd'hiin with his last will for dividing his kiiigdoni
amongst his sons. 1707. In this will Aurungaebe said, “Let Ilamid-
ud-Din Khan, who is faithful and trusty, convey my corpse to the place
of Shah Zen-{id-llin and erect a tomb over it in the same manner as is
done for dervises". Cf. Let. CXXXII.

2. Cf. Let. XVII.

3. Cf. Let. VII.
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Letters addressed to

Iniiyat Alliih Khiinl.

LETTER CLXIX‘-’ .

Yesterday when Abul Viiffi“ was present a simple
dervish came there and asked for something for his family.
I said, “What has the dervish to do with (worldly)
desires? He should be free from the desires of this world
and should have nothing with him (i.e., be poor in worldly
things)”. People cry, ‘ A dervish, a dervish4=’; but they do
not know who is a dervish and what is his business.
(Verse) “ The world is a mirror of imagination and the
people thereof are the worshippers of this mirror. People
imitate passions and say, ‘It is for God ’." O God!
awaken us from the sleep of negligence. Amen I
amen l amen !

I. Son of I-Iifireli l\'l:iri.iin, il1IO1'C§‘\ to princess '/.aih-Ein~Nis.'i Begum,
.\uriingvebe’s daughter. lly his inotlitr". influence he was raised by degrees
to the rank of 2500. Cf. Let. LVI. lle was made ‘ faujihir’ of Bareily and
then collector of Aimere. Afterwaids lie was made finance minister. In
I70! he was appointed niinistcr to prince l$id.ir Bakhta. In 1702 he was
made Aurungzebe's private secretary. Khafi Khan cills him ‘the best of
ministers’. The author of ‘ l\Ia‘asiri Alamgiri‘ was his secretary. lie calls
his master ‘ dastfir’ (minister) and ‘ special disciple of Aurung.<:ebe'. Inayat
Allah Khan was the author of ‘ Aliakiiii-i-Alaiiigiri’, and compiler of the
‘Kaliniit-i-Taiyalnit’, Aurung/.ebe’s Leiters (‘Rfikahit-i-Al.iingiri,) which
are translated here. Cf. Introd. He died in 17:6. Cf. Let. CXVI, LXXI
and CLXXXI.

2. Cl. Let. XCII and CVII.

3. Cf. Let. CVI.

4. Bernier gives a very fine and iiiteresling description of tlic ‘l*'al<irs",
especially the Hindu ones, Ldlltftl the ‘Jogis.’ llc: describes their various
frantic pi-zicticcs.
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1699. LETTER GLXX.

Hidalyat Keeshl and Ikhalés Andeesh boast much of
their being converted into Islam. (But) their boasting is
unnecessary. The former boasts in my presence while
the latter displays a bad disposition before prince A'azam.
You should make them understand (not to behave in this
way). (Verse) “O Nakhashaby2! get up and put up
with time; otherwise you will be a butt for the world
(i.e., you will be ruined in the world). The wise men of
the world say, ‘Wisdom consists in putting up with
time’ ". May God make you listen with your ears and
see with your eyes. May peace be upon men of discretion
and of virtue. You may have heard the details of the
conduct of these two ungrateful wretches towards the
prince. What can be done? There is no remedy for one’s
affairs. I gave orders according to the requests of these
ungrateful wretches. (But now) I issued an order to
imprison them. It was not known that these irreligious
persons would become so very impudent as to represent
untruth to the prince and to attribute untrue things to this
auspicious person (i.e., Aurungzebe himself). Very well.
A friend and friendship must be constant. If the High God
wishes I will look to their cases.

According to (my) order you should write a letter to
prince A’azam and send it soon to him with Iaar Ali Beg:*
“In order to shew partiality to the most stupid Afazal,
 _ V ' H . ill xiii ' ' ‘T r F __,_ ' _ ' _1~~T_e f~'- 1" ~_' —

1. Sheikh Hidayat Keesh, a reporter. Every political and financial
matter of India was reported to him. He found out the verse oflthe conquest
of Bijapur: “ Sadd-i-Sikandar geraft" (the wall of Alexander was
conquered). 1686. After the conquest of Vakingadh he was entitled Haidi
Khan. 1706. His Hindu name was Bholzinéth and he was the son of
Chhatarmal. He was converted to Islam in ;698.

2. The nom-de-plume of a Persian poet.

3. Cf. Let. CXVII.
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you have not dismissed the tyrant, Hasan Beg of Chakleh
Kurd. _The inhabitants of this place lament constantly,
strike their heads against the ground (i.e., bewail) and say,
(verse) ‘If you will not give us justice, there is the day of
judgment for our justice’. The last remedy is of branding,
i.e., this Chakleh will be deprived of your ‘j1ighir' and you
will have no recompense for that‘. The earth is firm and
the sky is far away. The trustworthy agent (or the trustee)
said to the secretary (or the minister) before the land-
lord and the subjects, ‘ It is easy to be a secretary but it is
difficult to be a trustee’. In some of the districts your
army get money by oppressing the people. You should
select God-fearing and virtuous men, look carefully into
their character, and appoint them ( in the places at present
filled by the tyrants), so that both you and I will be free
from responsibility on the day of judgment. Officers should
not be the relatives and brothers of a minister and reporters
should not be the sons of a_ ‘ faujdar ' and of a' trustee ".

p 

LETTER CLXXI.

You should say to I-Iidayat Allah], Zarrin Raquamz,
to write in good hand the (following) quatrain in the
letter to be sent to prince Muhammad Kzim Bakhsha“.
(Quatrain) “ With my own two hands have I set fire to my
own harvest. Why should I complain of my enemy? No
one~is my enemy. I myself am my own enemy. Woe to
myself, to my hand, and to my skirt l ”

—7 W V_;__'7_:7 V _; . 5 __ __ _. .»A~~ . _—_; , — V — <5 __ I ,-;—_—~,-'|-—|_1_——_~_ ——_,,-q__,_—I';——'_; —— —;:_;~_—;_;_J j_';' 

4. Cf. Let. XIV.

1. Bakhashi of a disciple of Shi'ija’at Khan of Ahmedabad.

2. Lit. ‘a man of golden handwriting.’ It was the title of Hidayat
Allillle

3. cs. Let. LXXIII.
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LETTER CLXXII.

Mir]al:i.l-fid-Dinl, who has resigned the service of
prince A'azam, is evidently the nephew of Himmat Khain
who was my paymaster. The Mir is a born Saiyad of a
noble parentage and of a good disposition. You should
enquire into the cause of his resignation.

LETTER CLXXIII.

The letter of M11’atemad Khiinl is not a revelation
that it should be acted according to per force and that
order should be disturbed. Any how, when he is tired of
himself and has resigned, you should write him to come to
Akbarsibzid and to take charge of the ‘ div:'mi ’ thereof.

-—> 

1694. LETTER CLXXIV.
AsadKl1:i.n and his son have written to me, “The

prince(i.c., Kiim Bakhsha) is ready to fight against us
with the support of the infidel Rzinui. and desires to enter
the fortress ( i.c., ]inji )1. But on account of the caution
of the royal army, the accursed Rziimi. could not come out
of the fortress and receive the prince in. This is the reason
of the delay in taking the fortress." i According to (my)
order you should write them to keep a watch over the
prince and to take the fortress. You should write a strong
letter and entrust it to Iaar Ali Beg” who will send it to
them by rapid stages. It_ should not be that the prince
 *»....-. ~---Q ._----»...~..-...~ ~~_—~ _ ... '— __—_., ... ..___ .._ ...... ___. -_-.-.-- _ q»@wu~ 

i. Cf. Let. LXVI.

1. Cf. Let. XXXII.

¥| Cf. CXIV.

3. CI. LCl¢
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joins the enemy ( i.c., Riiimi) and foils our efforts like the
late prince“. ( Verse ) “ In ii country where boys are
rulers, the claims of a hundred years’ services become as
playthings to them ( i.c., when boys become rulers, they do
not pay any regard to long services and thus upset the
plans of the king) ”.

Having heard about the great wealth of India Sharif-i-
Mecca*, for taking an advantage for himself, sends inc
every year an envoy (for receiiing money from me This
sum of money which I sent ( with the envoy to the Sharif )
is for the needy. \Ve should take care whether the money
is distributed among the poor or is wasted by the Sharif.
On your own behalf you should write to the great and rich
merchants of the auspicious harbour of Surat" that this sum
of money will be sent through them to the needy of the two
holy and auspicious cities ( i.c., Mecca and Medina) if they
guarantee its safety. Any how religious charity practised
by government should not be known to the public. My
object is to please the holy souls of the prophets, the Glo-
rious and Sublime God and His companion ( i.c., Mahomet ).
May the good will and peace of God he upon him (i.c.,
Mahomet) and upon his family. If this is also impossible,
why should it ( i.c., money ) not be distributed among the
--_. ----~>-an-n...».-as-Q--.¢-.-.-.-~» -._ -_ _--.-..- <. .' -

3. Miiliuiiinnd Sultan ll.ih.idui'. (ll Let. \(‘l. (Jr possibly Jliirtiiig-
/cbc was thinking of his Olilt.l lL.l1Ll son i'\l..li.ii, “ho was rit; that time
linng in l’ersi.i, and \\llt)lll he thoiizght to bi. dc.id .llillt.Il_lll1(. Cl. Let. _\'(]\'q

4. .\ thiel ol the i0\’.l'l of l\le..c..i-— the liiithplziu. of the prophet
l\l.ihoirict—-appointed to \\ilI(.I1 0l.(.l' the pilqiiiiis for their safety. During
tilt, palniy days of the Mogul I'.inpii'c India nus "ttiy l'lLl!; but now it is
H. poor country.

. .\ \\t:ll-hl1L)\’\Il cit and ioit in tin .ir.it from which I\Iolit.inad.ii15 Y l
pilgrims cnibaikcd for Mecca (us they now do from l2uiiil"~.i;~), during the
time iii the Mwulz. Cl. Let. (l.\X\'. '1 licrt. .iri.: iii.iii* intt.rirct.itiuii*.D I
about the origin iol the name burnt. home say that it has IJULII iniiiicd
alter .1 l'lLll lady, called ‘tiuruj’ or ‘burtfi.’ It nus kiionii as ‘ tlic Gate U1
tlii. Pilgriiuzigt.’ Dr ‘I}.ilJ-ul-Mi.et.i..’
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poor of this country (i.c., India )? Because the manifesta-

I I Ition of the Holy God is reflected in every place (z.e.,
is omnipresent). We are nearer to God than even to the
pulse of our neck.“

-I

-._ ... _-...,..._... _~_.. ~ —~~~— > ; _' .c.~~~ —— — _.—_=—_ __.__ ,_ 1_____

h A zebe was a very6. The latter portion of the letter shews t at . urung
religious man. Cf. Let. CV1 and CXXX.
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Letters addressed to

Asad Khan‘.

LETTER CLXXV.
You should write, nay address in a respectable way as

in a petition, to the heir-apparent, Muhammad Muazzain
Shah Bahzidur, that the post of the faujdzirship of Jalailabadii
had been managed well by Sheikh Karim Ulliih. His father
was a soldier and also a civil servant. I am not fully
informed of his condition. You should write what his
post is.

I have heard from outside that the agent of the ‘Sabi-
dzir ‘ who is a landlord in the province of Kashmerei‘ comes
{or a long time into the ‘ diviini ’ court about the case of
the revenue of a ‘ jzighir ’ which the ‘ Sobidiir ’ wants to

0
r' _ *' —~__ ————~—__ -___ 7..., .._ ___:. _ _ __ __ . __?_ _‘, _ _ 7 _, __,,.,._ ___,,,.._,,_,___ .... ,.. .._...¢. 4... .,.-Q - . : _: _ :'rv— %—4—1‘#'—' ——'—“"T —’-T1" "“" -'—1— ~I~-__

I 0 cf. Lfite L

2. A town in the North of India; to be distinguished from another
town of the same name, in Afghanistan.

3. ‘The Terrestrial Paradise ol the Indies.’

“The histories of the ancient kings of Kashmere maintain that the
whole of this country was in former times one vast lake, and that an outlet
for the waters was opened by a certain ‘pir,' or aged saint, named Kacheb,
who miraculously cut the mountain of Barehmooleh.... ..Kashmere, however,
is no longer a lake, but a beautiful country, diversified with a great many
hilloeks.......The whole kingdom wears the appearance of a fertile and
highly cultivated garden... The people of Kashmere are proverbial for
their clear complexions and fine forms. ....The women especially are very
handsome.... ..But it left no doubt on my mind that there are as handsome
faces in Kashmere as in any part of Europe." Bernier.

Bernier was greatly charmed with this country which he called ‘the
mistress of the kingdoms of the earth.’ The rose and its essential oil or
‘attar' of Kashmere are well known m the East. Kashmere is known for
its shawls. It is celebrated for ‘its romantic beauties, for the fertility of
the soil and for the temperature of its atmosphere.’ Kashmere was
conquered by Akbar and was made by Jehangir his residence during the
summer months. At present Kuluncre is under a native ruler.

22
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receive from a Késhmiri oflicer. The judge of the court,
through partiality to the irreligious Kiishmiri officer, does
not compel him to give the rightful revenue to the ‘Subi-
dar ’. In this case it is allowable if the ignorant bring an
excuse for their ignorance and foolishness. May God
forgive them. Yet why should the wise bring forth an
excuse ? Often have I said with a loud voice and again I
say, “In giving the rightful man his due and in crushing
the oppression of the tyrants, I do not shew partiality even
to any of my sons ; then how can I be partial to others*?”

The Amir should be satisfied with putting on the gold
turban presented to him only on the auspicious Sunday“.
He should not make another turban.

 n@»iin@i I

LETTER CLXXVI.

You should write to my dear son Baluitlfir, “ This
world passed away, and the next one came near (i.e., the
world will be destroyed and the day of judgment is near).
The things which will be left behind us (after our death) as
a memory and which will be useful to us (in the next
world) are good and charitable deedsl. You should know
that you have to depart from this world and therefore do
charitable deeds (by taking advantage of your present life).
That man is wise who takes advantage of the present time
which is between the past and the future, practises as soon
cu -.......--t_. ,1» _'__"': -:; ee... ...-,;— ~.-..-_,,-%_._..-.- _..~,..~__W:_: -_ .. _. .~_ ...- ... .. e -...... _ ._I__ __... .4 e ...,’ ,,__ _

4. Throughout these letters we hate olten seen that Aurungzebe u as
sery particular in rendering due justice to his subjects and in removing
tyrants from their places. Cf. Let. CXXXII.

5. Here Aurungaebe seems to have followed .\kbar's religious s) stem
of observing Sunday as a holiday which system he borrowed from the
Christians.

¥n Clo LCI.¢
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as he can good and virtuous acts; and considers the present
and the future as the past (i.e., takes advantage of the
present time and does not lose any opportunity). (Verse)
‘OSa’adi=’! you give daily advice to every one, but you
yourself do not act upto it (i.e., nor is it Homer nods, but
we that dream).‘ ”

..- - ...»..- -. --¢<-_.. -_....

LETTER CLXXVII‘ .

I sent my sincere and devoted servant (i.e., Asad Khan)
to the house‘-' of prince Bahzidfir. By giving a warning to
the father (1 .e., Asad Khan) and the son (i.c., Zfil Fikzir
Khzin), I augmented the honour of the prince. Evidently
he became proud and self-conceited and lost his (royal)
dignity. May God forgive him. It is proper on his part
that he should tender a personal apology, go to the house
of Nasrat Jang", beg the Khiin’s pardon‘, and consider him-
self a subordinate of his father. The taste of ‘kzineh kitch-
cha“ should not be forgotten. (Verses) “Do you know what
is manliness? Do you know who is a brave man? A brave
man is he who puts up with his enemies and associates with
his friends".

- - —. ~ 7 ———-—~. ~— -'~~ 1W _._ :~:pc___ ,_,,' 1v._ _ _

2. A great Persian poet, author of the ‘Gnl-i-Stan’ and the ‘Bu-Stain.’
Cf. Let. XLV. Here Aurung/.ebe appears to be a great moralist as in
many other letters.

I. This letter is in continuation of the previous one. It is not quite
clear, the ideas being rather confused.

2. The word in the text for ‘house’ is ‘daireh' or ‘daherun,’ an
Indian word, which also means a ‘tent’ or an ‘idol temple.’

3. I.e., Zul Fikzir Khan, Asad Khan’: son. Cf. Let‘. QLX.

4. It is strange why the prince should tender an apology to an officer.
Perhaps he had done the officer some wrong for which Aurungzebe asked
him to beg his pardon.

5. A kind of raw or unripe lood. Hindustani ‘khaneh’ or ‘ltzineh,’
food and ‘ltuchchzi,’ unripe (oppo. of ‘pucc:i’). It also means 9, kind qf ;;
vegetable in the Cashmiri dialect.

‘I
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tartan. cLxxtnn.

-You should make aw petition to prince A’azam. The
prince has interceded for the fault of A’atibdr Khénl. Sai-
yad _Sa’ad Allah Dervish” has written to the prince to
practise great patience. You should write to the. prince
the two (following) fine and charming hemistichs sung
by Abdul Kédir Bedils which are applicable to this case 8
( verse ) “Fear the sighs of the oppressed; because at the
time of their prayer acceptance comes to receive them from
the court of God (i.e., the sighs of the oppressed are heard
and responded to by God)".

1. He was fort-keeper of Akbarabad in r665.
2. Of. Let. CXXV.
3. Df. Let. XCVIII.
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Letters addressed to

Abdul Kdsim Khdn.

The Khan was distinguished with the title of Multifat
Khan. (Cf. Let. CLXII). After the death of Amir Khan,
he received the title of Amir Khan. He was the head of
the body guards of His Majesty (i.e., Aurungzebe)“. He
knew the most holy‘nature of Aurungzebe and made fine
remarks appropriate to the time and occasion before the
emperor.

LETTER CLXXIX.

You should write to Muhammad A'azam Shah, “I
(i.e., Aurungzebe) am pleased with your honesty and intelli-
gence. l-low long will the poor Zahedeh Bzinu remain in
misery and affliction? She has a claim on you and me.
To deprive her of this right becomes the cause of displeasure
to God. Don't you know to what an extent the overflow-
ing bounty of the forgiving Creator forgives the crimes of
many sinners and of men of bad actions? For God's sake
and my sake remove from the bosom the old (feeling of)
revenge and the remembrance of the former quarrel. You
should shew favour to this old lady who has no other rela-
tive except you. Her grandsons (esp. Badhfi) saw an evil
day as a punishment of their actions. We have to leave
the world; consequently we must put up with every man.
(Verse) ‘Tell who is the man in the world who has not
committed sins (i.e., every man in the world commits sins)’.
I remember the rare words uttered by Miyan AbdulLatii1--
may his holy tomb be sanctified-, ‘To give countenance
to an ungodly person and to deprive a rightful man of his
right are the worst crimes’. The Creator of real effects

D
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4. ct. Let. xxn.
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(i.e., God) produced an effect upon the tongue of this sinner,
full of sins (i.e., Aurungzebe). What more can be written
than this” 3'”

 i

0

LETTER CLXXX.

According to (my) order, whenever Sar Fara: Khan
Abdul Latif Khdnl comes to salute ‘the best of the king-
dom’ and ‘pivot of state affairs”, having raised his hand
after the salutation he should follow the Khan, when he
rides on a horse. If .the Khan rides in a ‘p:'ilkee’3, Sar
Farziz is free from other ceremonials after saluting the Khdn.
If the Khan rides on an elephant, he should go after him.
If the Khdn speaks, he should reply; otherwise, not. Rakdn-
bu and other ‘Panj Hazdris' should dismount and salute the
Khan. Asad Khan should give a betel to Rrikdnlui and say
good bye to other ‘Panj I-Iazdris’. -
,_,__ _~,_ __ 1-1;" '— 5': V r—' 1 ' ' 7 '7 """"‘ ' “ ""‘ """""-"" "”' “"“" " '“‘-"'_“"""' ' '"'*-""-~'II'II4Invu-nun»--‘Q-...-.--.-4

2. Cf. Let-. XXI)/'

;. He took part in the Deccan War. ‘In r681 he was made head
groom. He was called Dakhani.

:0 I.fia" Aiad Khan. Cf: L€ta

3. Palanquin or letter, an Indian word. ' The English word ‘palanquin'
or ‘palankeen’ comes from this Indian word ‘palakee’ which is further
derived from _the Hindustani word ‘palan,-4',‘ a bed, or Sanskrit ‘paryanka,’
3 bflde ‘

_ “ They (kuhairs or palakee bearers) form n class of foot servants
peculiar to India. They carry heavy loads on their shoulders and
travel through nfountains and valleys. \Vith their ‘palakees,’ ‘singhzisansn
‘chaudols,’ and ‘dolis,' they walk so evenly, that the man inside is not
inconvenienced by any jolting. There are many in this country»; but the
hest came from the Deccan and Bengal. At court, several thousands of
them. are kept. The pay of a head bearer varies from g9z“to 384 d.. Common
»==»===s=H->-=1 z=<>*<> 26° ‘ Ain-i-Akbari.
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The copy of a mandate issued by

Prince A‘azam to Afazal Khan.

LETTER CLXXXI-1

oaiyad Kamal Khan” died. You should write to
the agent (asking him) to inform the emperor of this. The
condition of the followers of the (late) officer is clear to His
Majesty (i.e., Aurungzebe). Inayat Allah Khan“ is acquaint-
ed with the good services of every officer. His Enlighten-
ed Majesty will appoint him whom he considers tit to
this post. There is no Cé-shmiri in this province whom I
can appoint and with whom Iniiyat Allah Khan is pleased.
The balance due to this Afghan (i.e., the late Saiyad) will
remain of course on paper and will not be received. The
province will produce a less revenue and the people will
be ruined. I have heard the awe of Inéyat Allah Khan to
such amextent that I won’t accept even a lac of rupees in
place of one rupee. Change! change! change! (i.e., there
is a constant change in everything). The (government)
affairs require the conditions of the fear of God and the fear
of being punished by the king. A minister should not en-
trust such affairs to his relatives and friends. Mir Tami.
must be in Launi*. I have not appointed those, as govern-
ment servants, who have faith in the Mir's action, and who
possess ‘jé.ghirs' for oppressing the people and exacting
moriey from them.

I. This last letter was not written by Aurungzebc; but was written or
rather issued by prince A’azam to Alazal Khan.

1- $011 0lDiliI'Kl1tin. He was honoured with the title of Khan in
1677. His original name was Kamil-ud-Din. He was wounded at the siege
of Bijépur. x686.

3. ct Let. CLXIX .-ms cxvr.
4. A town and distritt near Delhi, situated in the oats, between thl

Janina and the Halin.
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Yak-Hazari, xlviii.
v Yakut Khan, Cxxvi.

i Yaman, ci, clxx.

;
1 /.abar Dast Khan. cix, cxirxviii.
* Zahedeh Banu, xxiv, xlv, clxxix,

Vazzer Khan, Haji Muhammad, 1 /,am1ndar, cxi.
lvi

Vxkramajit, ii.
Vurarat Khan, Abdur Rahmin,

(xhx.

; Zarnn Raquam, clxxi.
l Zul Fikar Khan, Nasrat jang.

Introd., cxxi. cliii, cl‘: to clxiv,
clxxvxi.
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THF END








