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PREFACE

This study aims at enquiring into the structure
and working of the institution of aaxl&s in Mughal period.
Soms of the aspacts on which this is focused are’ geographical
distribution of garaig, factors promoting this institution, the
organizational set up of garais, categories of people using
aarais, and facllities provided in thems In addition to above,
the architectural fsatures, namely, the planning and lay-out of
the garais and the utilization of space in it have also been
studieds 1 have presented this study here in two parts; the
first part comprises of an analysis of the working of the
ingstitution of garals, while in the second part the planning
and lay-out of eight surviving structures of garhis belonging to
different pariods ranging from the second half of 16th century to
the first half of 18th century has been discuseed. At the end a
short summary of the conclusions is given which relates to both

parts of this study.

The description of structures in part II is
based on the information collected by a team of the members
of the Department of Hiastory, A.M.U. Aligarh, including myself
in course of a survey of medieval monuments undertaken during
PMay and September 1977. The report of this survey is nearing

completion and is expected to be published in one of the forth-~
coming lasues of Mgdigwal Indla-A Miacellany. Eight plans
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appended to part Il of this dissertation were prepared in the
Department of History with my assistance for inclusion in the
raport of the survey. The part 1 of this study is mainly based
on the travel accounts of European travellers visiting India
during tha Mughal period, and the Archaeological scurces. The
available English translations of Persian chronicles and en
interesting treatise from cur point of vieuw, written in Hindi
during the first quafter of 17th century, namely, Ardhakatha,
have also bsen useds Ucgasional references cited from the
original works in Persian have been very kindly furnished to me
by Mr Igtidar Alam Khan, my supervisor. In this light, it is
evident that this study is of a very limitsd nature. It nelther
takes into account vast amount of evidence that could be obtalned
from sourcee written in Persian and Indian languages other than
Hindi, nor it could be possible to survey sven all the knoun
structures of Mughal garals surviving in cifferent parts of the
countrye. Thus the conclusions arrived at on the basis of this

study should be treated as atrictly tentative.

The nature of the sources used hera, is discussed
briefly in ochapter I, which is conceived as an introduction
to this study. The bibliography given at the and is in the
form of a book-list under the headings ‘Sources’' and 'Modern
Works' and the titlea of the books in both these categories are

enterad in the alphabetical order of the namgs of the authors.
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The spellings of place names used in this dissertation
are in accordance with the spellings used by the Survey of India.
In the transliteration of the Persian words, I have followed the
principle adopted in Steingass's Persian-English Dictionary. But
in the case 0f titles of the books I have adhered to the spellings
as given in the published editions, and in the case of manuacripts

as glven in standard bibliographies and library catalogues.

I am deeply indobted to Mr Igtidar Alam Khan, my
supervisor, for the kindness and understanding he always showed
to me. I can never forget the keenness and care with which he
examinad my worke. Ha also gave me some very valuable refersnces

from the original works in Persian.

I am grateful to Prof. Irfan Habib for his advice
and suggestlions which enabled me to utilize the information

regarding place-names in a very useful waye.

It is my pleasant duty to thank Mr Nasir Hussain
Zaidi and Mr Zahoor AlL Khan for the preParastion of the plans of
garaig and a map included heras I am thankful to my young friend,
Faiz Hablib, for preparing graph and assisting me in finalizing the
plans of garais, for photocopyinge.

I am also beholden to my friends, Mr Mohd. Afzal Khan,
Mr Bhanwar Bhadani, and Mr Ahmad Raza Khan, who helped in different
ways in the preparation of thisg dissertation.

Lastly, I thank Mr M,A, Afridi for typing with great care

this dissertation, in s very short periaod.

Aligarh
March, 1978
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Sarais? Geographical Distribution

The institution of gapsia was an important

feature of the Indian soclety of medieval period. 3Sarajs
were generally large enclosurss providing board, stable, fodder,
sntertainment and similar other facilities to the travellers.
Thess were located in large touns and on important routes at
reasonable distances fn the country-side. All the available
evidence about the garajis in India pertalns to the pariod
folloying the Turkish conquest, which might Indicate that this
institution in its form that is familiar te us through historical
evidence was introduced in this country by the Turks. There is
definite evidence to shoy that the conﬂiuctiun of sarals as a
public welfare measure by state during the Mughal period was not
a new phsnomsnon. Sarajls are knoun to have existed in the
vicinity of Delhi as sarly as in Balban's toign.1 At least

from Firux Tughluqg's time onuward the rulers of Delhi Sultanate
are definitely knoun to have sstablished garajs for public us.-z

The moat significant contribution in this cirection was, however,

BMQ\A\:

1+ Baswamd, Jarikh-i Firuzshahi, ede. Sh. Abdur Rashid,
PPe 65=6.

2+ Shams-i Siraj AfPir, Iarikhel Firozahahi (tr. Elliot

& Dowson), Vole. 3, p» 354.

Cf. Abdulla, Yarikh-f Daydi (tr. €Elliot & Doyson),
Vol. 4’ Pe 447,

Y
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made by Sher Shahe According to the author of Tarikh-i
3her.hah1.1 Sher Shah established aarais for the convenience

of travellers on avery road, at a distance of two K9s. Sarais
were built at regular intervals of distance on the road running
from Panjab to Bengale Similarly aarajs were established on the
roads running between Agrs and Burhanpur, Agra and Jodhpur, and
Lahore and Multan. He is knowun to have built nearly 1700 garails
on various roads throughout his kingdom. This tradition was then
followed by the Mughals.

Travel in medieval India was undertaken largely
by traders, merchants, pllgrims, and state-officials and their
troopsrse. It may be presumed that with the intensification of
money economy and resulting expansion of commerce during the 16th

and 17Tth centuries, the movement of trade wiuld become mors briak.2

1+ Abbas Khan Sarwani, Tapikh-i Sharahahi (tr. Elliot &
Dowson), Vol. 4, p. 417.

Cf. Nigcolas Manucci, Storis go Magor {tr. William
Irvine), Vol. I, p. 11S.

2+ The introduction of assignment system by the Turkish
conquerors seems to have created conditions for the
establishment of rural market and promoting money economy
According to Irfan Habib, in Mughal India, with its
assignment aystem (J;gix) perfected under Ambar “most of
the surplus was put on the market, and therefore, a very
large portion of agricultuyral production would not have
been directly 'for use', but would have been commodity
production, properly speakings It not merely introducaed
mongy relations into a system of 'natural sconomy', but
also engenderad a shift to high-grade crops and cash
crops.® According to him "the rural monetization was

(0 . .cOntdo)
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The increasing fraguency of travel would naturally create
gfeater demand for a larger number of aarals as well as better
facilities in them. Ample evidence is avallable in the form of
gengral statements occuéing in the FPersian chronicles as well as
in the accounts of the European travellers to the effect that
Mughal Indila had a very large number of garsis well placed along

tha main rautca.1

Usually the gapig were built to provide accommodation
to the travellers on thelr way-side stops during night. In some

of these thers was provigion for food also in addition to other

(Footnote continued)

almost entirely the result of the need to transfer
surpius agricultural produce to the towns.® {(Cf. Irfan
Habib, 'Potentialities of Capitalistic Development in
the Economy of Mughal India', Enguiry, New Series,
Vol. III, No., 3, Winter, 1971, PP~ 12, 5S.)

For a detalled discuseion of the intensification of
long distance and local commerce in the Mughal Empire,

see, Irfan Habib, Muunn.pguumrat_umhl_}.nm.
Ch.il, 'Trade in Agricultural Produce’.

1. %lu.v_lf.mu_in_lndlm eds W. Foater, p. 325.
dward Terry observes “For their works of charitie

many richmen bulld garaig.”

Cf. Abdpl Fazl, Ajn-i Akbari (tr. H. Blochmann),
Vﬁlo I. P- 232.

Niccolas Manuccl, 0p. » PPe 115, 159. Ingiap
Travals of Thovenot & Careri. oed. Surendra Nath Sen,
Pe 48.

fFray Sebastian Manrique, Travels of Fray Sehastian
Panrique (tr. C.E. Luard), Vol. II, p. 152,

Y |
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facilitlea,1 vhereas in others food was cooked by the traveller

hl.s'lfcz

1«

Inayatulla, Jakmila~i Akbarnama {tr. Elliot &

Dowson), Vol. 4, p. 111, "At this period almshouses
vers directed to bas established throughout the Imperial
dominions; also garavan amsral for travellers at every
stage, where food vas to be prepared and held in readi~
ness at all times for the way-worn traveller, who ie
usually too fatigued to be squal to the sxertion of
cooking his own rgpast.”

Cte JeBe Tavernier, Igavels in India, Vol. I, p. S4.

* seesessss wherever the word ggra occurs, it means
that 1t is a great snclosure of walls or hedges within
vhich are arranged all round S50 or &0 huts covered with
thatehs There are somg ®msn and women, who sell flour,
rice, butter and vegetables, and who take cars to
prepare bread and cook rice. If by shance any
Muhammadan ahould come thers, he goes to the village to
sask for a pliece of mutton or a fowl, and those who
supply the food to the travellesr clean out for him the
house that he wishes to take and place in it a small
bad of girths, upon which he spreads the mattress that
he carries on the road."

2« Early Traveds ip Indla, ed. W. Faster, p. 311.

Edward Terry obssrves, "Onaly in great townes and
cities are faire houses built for their receit ?Uhich
they call sarray), not inhablted; where any pasasngers
may hava roome fresly, but must bring with him his
bedding, his cooke, and other nacessaries wherein to
draeses his meate; seeeesa®

see B
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A major part of the svidence relating to the
institution of garais is available in the accounts of European
travelleres There are repsated refsrences to the existence of a
large number of garajis in different parts of the Mughal empire
in these travel accounts. They make specific mention of a large
number of big garais in urbean centres like Agra, Delhi, Lahore,
Patna, etcsy, and aleo provide information about the gensral
pattern of the distribution of gargis on different routes in ths
country. The structures of some of these larger garals have

survived, though their number is coOmparatively small.

Apparently the surviving structures represent
only a small fraction of the total number of garajs of different
size and nature that actually existed during the Mughal period.
In the District GCazettsers of various provinces, sections dealing
with the description of ‘public buildings' mostly relate to
saraia+ OUcocasional mention of persons rasponsible for
sstablishing these garala is algo found. Many garais are
recorded as 'district beard garals'e It is possible that many
of these are the 0ld garals bullt under the Mughal and othar

pre~British regimes which came tc bs ouned by district boards.

1+ One such specific instance is that of a garal at
Shahjahanpur owned by the District Beard. According
to the Districgt Gazettess, it was built by Hakim Mehndi
Ali Khan who apparantly held the position of a pazim in
the kingdom of Awadh around 1804 A.D. A marble tablet

(ooco -thd.)
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Reports of the Archasological) Survey of Indig also provide
interesting information regarding garais. These reports as is

vell-known relate to the Survey, conservation and preservation
oparations pertaining mainly to the bulldings of the pre~Turkish
period. In thass reports, the monuments of the so-called Muslim
period have rarely been described. Few medieval monuments that
attracted the notfice of the Arghasological Survay of Indla are
well-known royal buildings. However, occasional and summary
mention of the surviving structures of garais, in these reports
are of immense help in o0 far as it makes thse task of logating

then gasier.

Some ldea of the geographical distributiong of
the large number of garalg that existed during the Mughal
pericd can be had from the location and nomenclature of a large

number of villages and other locallities that either have tha word

(Footnote continuad)

bearing an inscription in English is placed on the right
side of the main gate of the gagral. The taxt of the
inscription {s given below.

“Yhis garal and the nelghbouring masonry bridge built

50 years ago by Nawab Muntazzimul Doylah Bahagur Hakim
Mghd}y Ali Khan have been given by his heir in possession
Nawab Mirzal Bagum, together with the land opposite the
aaral by wvay of endoument for the meintenance and rspair

of the garal and bridge to the municipality of the c¢city of
Shahjahanpur as a frees gift on the 14th of Jan. 1877 A.D.
on the scle condition of the garal =nd bridge being kept as
such and in good repair in memory of the sald Nawab Hakim
Mehdf Ali, the gift and conditiona haeing made with the full
congcurrence of Mr Robert G. Currie, Magistrats and
Collector of Shahjahanpur.®

Similar inscription in Persian is avallable on the laft
side of the main gate.
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g8aral in their names or are assoclated with ggrais in ony other
fashion in popular tradition. In the Oistrigt Csnsus Handbooks of
1951, names of villages belonging to each pargang and the names of
Muhallas in every touwn are given. UWith the help of these
Handbooks, it ies possible to prepare a list of such villages and
localities which sarry the designation garal as part of thair nawmes.
It is, of course, possible that a number of garaisgs have dlaappeared
wvithout giving their names to any villages or mpuhallas. However,

it can be assumed that any area, where a large number of villaga-
names carry the suffix-gargi 1s likely to have had a coOrrespondingly
large number of lagglg-1 In this connection, it i3 also interestinc
to note that the largest number of garaj names are available from
the Gangetic plains, mainly the region covered by ths Mughal
provinces of Agra, Allahabad and Awadh which together comprise

the present state of Uttar Pradeshes The total number of such

names in this regidn approaches 1300, whereas the coOrraesponding
numbgrs for the FPanjab, Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat, and Rajasthan are 56, 17, 208, 21, 154, B8, and 15
raspectively.z

This rather sharp contrast between the total

number of garaf names ogceurring in Uttar Pradesh and those

1« Refar my paper 'The Distribution of garaig and Mughal
Trade-routes in Uttar Pradesh', Indian History Congraeess,
1976 (Calicut Session).

2+ Sge the graph appended here.
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in the remalning parts of the country is difficult to explain.
The factors that we have suggested as promoting the construction
of garais in Mughal India, viz. increasing trade and frequency of
travel with the grouth of money economy would apply sgually to
places like Bengal and Lujarate. As a matter of fact the trade

factor would comparatively be more pertinent to these two reglons.

One possible explanation for this disparity could
be that for the institution of garals outside Uttar Pradesh,
particularly in regions like Gujarat, Bengal, and Orissa, there
might have existed somg other terms. But this does not look
plausible as it has not besn possible to identify any place
namas in these reglons carrying any local variant as suffix for
the term garal. Moreovar, it is worth remembering that a
considerable number of place names carrying the term garal as
suffix exiat in thase regions as well. This goes to show that
the term garal was in use all over the Mughal Empire for inns.

Hence the causes for this disparity are to bDe searched elseswhere.

For the large number of -garati names in Uttar
Pradesh, it may tentatively be suggested that these are
sites of small garalg catering to cattle traders moving from
place to place ln small parties. ODuring a recent survey of
aarals slong the route taken by Pster Mundy in 1632 A.D. a large
number of sites of small garaias located at various places bestween

1. Cf Abul Fazl, A Mama (tr. H. Veveridge), Vol. I,
see FPe. 399-400: yherein an allusion is made to the
establishment of ‘garais on roads at the distance of
evary Kos'! by ths rulers of Baongal. This evidence
goes t0 suggest the existence of a large number of
aarala in Bengal from the pre-fughal perlod.

..lg
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1 Local traditions

PMathura and Ghatampur were ldentiried.
rslating to many of theee 2arai sites suggest that these ware
meant primarily for the parties of cattle-~traders travelling
with comparatively smaller number of cattles. 3Such small parties
would bg making frequent halts during their journey and unliks
theae bigger parties driving large herds would find it insecure
to camp in the open fields. It may be guessed that in the pre-
British psriod horses would probably be one of ths most common
categories of cattles taken along this route. Long distance

trade in horses imported from Central Asia across this mgion is

fully establiisheds?

Apart from cattle-tradera, some of these garajs
located at short distances on the maln routes would also be
catering to the ngeds of ordinary travellers moving in small
groups. Our gvidence tends to suggest that while in the Gangetic
plains and between Delhi and Lahore, it was possible for persons
moving in amaller pParties to0 travel safely, the mode of travel in
other regions e.ge, betwaen Gujarat and Agra, Burhanpur and Agra,

Multan and Lahore, Kabul and Lahore, and Multan and Qandahar

1+ Refer to the Report of a Survey of some of the
2arais and other Maedieval monuments in the districts
of Mathura, Agra, Etawva, Kanpur, and Farrukhabad
conducted by a team of the membens of the Department
of History, Aligarh Muslim Univeralty, consisting of
Iqgtidar Alam Khan, Jamal Mohd. Siddigl, Ravindra Kumar,
Nagir Zaidi, Taskeen Ahmad and Sharsef in May and
September 1977 (Typescript).

2. Simon Digby, Map Horsa and Elephant in the Delhi
ultanate, PP« 34-6.

ese10
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would be in the form of large garavans. ‘Thus', as Moreland
depicts, 'the roads did not carry a steady stream of traffic' in
these ragionao1 Manrique tells us that at one occasion having
missed a garavan at Multan, he was placed in a difficult
aituation, but fortunately for him came a noblg's camp with

2 S8imilar evidence for Gujarat

wvhom he resumed his journay.
can also be cited from Pater Mundy's travels. The 'caphila’
(karila) of Pater Mundy while travelling from Agra to Surat
Jjoined the 'laskarre' {lashkar) of 'Backur Ckaun' (Bakir Khan)
at Nibhara-3 Un the other hand from Axdha Katha we knoy that
as early as 1600 A.D. its author, Banarasi Das, who was
frequently travelling between Agra and Jaunpur, used to move
in smaller parties. On one occasion, when he was travelling from
Jaunpur to Agra with only 19 persons, the party was swindled by a
counterfeiter at Kora nsar Ghatampura; similarly Surat Singh, the

author of J -1 Pir H T 5 writing in 1652 depicts many

1. WeH, Noraland, Ingisz at the Dgath of Akbarx, p. 205.

2. Trave : &) 5 ] E (tr. CeEe Luard).

Vol. y PP 252-3- “oraland ndia g - g )
Akbar) quoting from Murray's Historigal Agcount of
Q1an_xﬂnlsa_and_%;nxala_én_ﬂala and Edward Maclagan's
Journal of the Panjab Historical Society, 1911', Vol.l,
pps B3, 151, specify the period for which Manrique had
to wait for the next garavan as aix months.

3» The Travela of Pgter Uundy, eds R.C. Templs, Vol. 1I,
Pe 231

4+ Banarasi Das, Apdha Kagha (Hindi, ed. Mata Prasad Gupta,
Ppe 38-9,

5« M5, Dgpartment of History, AMU,, Aligarh.

se0lt
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of his journsys to different places betwesn Lahore and Agra in
which he was usually moving with parties consistiﬁg of a few
friends and personal attendants. This kind of evidence clearly
pointe at a gituation of travel in the Gangatic plains and between
Oelhi and Lahore which would promote the establishment of a large
number of smaller garais at short distances in this region.
Apparently Akbar's order recorded in Jakmila-i Akbarnama for the
establishment of garais at every stage and to keep prepared foeod
in readinesss at these garaisg at all times for the way-worn
traveller’ refers to this kind of sarais.

Small as these sarais were, they opened into a
small courtyard which contained few mangars on one side and
three or four thatched rooms on the othgr, with somg open space
in ths centre where cattles could be tied. One garai of this kind
located by me at Shikohabad, known as 'Habbo ki garaj' covered
roughly an area of ons acres A large numbar of -garai names in
the rural areas of Uttar Pradesh probably refar to this category

of saraia.z

In this study an analysis of the distribution of
-garal names is attempted only for the region covered by Uttar
Pradesh on account of the availability of detailed information

about it. Any conclusions regarding the pattern of this

1+« Inayatulla, 0p. git.
2+ Rgport of Survey, Department of History, AMU. op. git.
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distribution should also hold good to one or the other degree
for the geograPhical distribution of garaja in other regions.

The geographical distribution of =-garal names in
this region as obtained from Digtrict Census Hangbooks is shoun
in the map appended here. In thie map, the czoncentration of
villages and localities with -garai names in the individual
Barganag is depicteds The method adopted for showing this
concentration is as follows?! The parganaa having five or more
such places are shown by circlea of diameteras varylng in length
according to the number of the places; parganas having less than
five such places are shoun by dots, the numbsr of dots correspondin:
with the number of places. For the purposes of comparison of
alignment, I have also shown in this map the trade-routes yorked

out by Irfan Habib for his Atlas as existing in 1595 A.D.’

A study of the pattern of the distribution of
-garal names as it emerges on the map brings out certain
remarkable features. A number of alignments of dots and circles
representing -garai names, in diverse dirsctions clearly suggest
the presence of trade~routes along them. These alignments show
a great measure Of coincldence with the routes worked out by
Irfan Habib.2 Some additional alighmentssuggesting the existence

of trade~routes along them which have not baen noticed by Irfan

1+ Irfan Habib, ;mmm_ﬂﬂmumﬂ. (in Press),
Maps No. 8B, 'Egonomic' Uttar Pradesh, 1595 A.D.

2. Irfan Habib. op. cit.

e+313
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Habib apparently on account of the absence of a diract

avidaence, are alao discernible from this map« The impressions

of trade-routeas conveyed by these various patterns may in turn be
supported by Irfan Habib's fdentification of different localitias
through which they pass as centres of wvarious agricultural and

industrial Praducts.1

Another remarkable feature of the pattsrn of
distribution of individual garals suggested by our map be
noted. On aither side of the two maln aligrnments running between
Agra and Banaras and between Delhi and Awvadh, thare are visible
at short distances several sites denoting one or two gaprajis which
together do not form any pattern. Thesg sites may be taken as
indicating short distance feeder channels connecting the neighbour-
ing localities with the main trunks. A more detaillsd enquiry to
ascertain the position of these isolated sites of garals as centres
of production or market might shed more light on this interesting

qt.Iestinn-

Surviving larger structures of garaig mostly built
by the state and the nobles when plotted on this map? do not
show any considerable variation. It is thus evident that larger
units also, to a great extent, conformed to the trade-routes in
Uttar Pradesh. It may be presumed that the pattern emerging on
this map of ~garal names in Uttar Pradesh would hold good for

1. Ibig.
2« Such garals are shown by triangles; each rapresenting
one sazale.

..'14
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-~garal names in other regions of India as well. Isolatad

cases Of larger garals that are not located on the sstablished
and fully identified trade-routes may be attributed to
administrative and other extra-economic factors. For fnstance,
state garals on the route to Kashmir wers built mainly to
provide accommodation for the Emperor and his retinug during

hia occasional visits to Kashmir for change of climate.
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Chapter - 2

Categoriss of Saraist Factors Promoting the Establishment

As the evidence stands, it is difficult to
generalize with any degree of certainty as to what ware
ths factors facilitating the establishment of such a large
number of garais of different categories all over the fMughal
empire. Whather the aarais were established largely from
philenthropic motives or administrative and economic
compulsions also played an important role, is a significant
question that can be anawered only after a careful analysis

of all the available svidence relating to the sstablishment of
aarals by wvarious agenclies.

The evidence relating to the establishment of
aarala is of varying nature. One may, howaver, divide the
available evidence into teo distinct categorigs - (a) historical
evidence derived mainly from literary and archasological
sources, and (b) the sociological information available in the
form of place-names and local traditions regarding the sarais.
Kesping in view the distinct nature of thess two types of
svidences, it is convenlent to discuss them separately.
Incidentally the evidence derived from these two sources
rolates to two different kind of garaia; while the specific
evidence coming from 'a' pertains mainly to garaig of some

significance, the information derived from 'b' enables one to

+se1b



{16)

have some idea about the agencies establishing the large
number of smaller gaaralas, now mostly extinct, that apparently

were scattesred ell over the Pughal empirs.

From historical sources, mainly travel accounts
and &nglish translations of some of the Parsian chronicles
used in this study, it could be pesaible to collect references
regarding nearly 1100 individual garalg. Out of thaese 1100
saralg, about 113, it le possible, on ths tasis of these sources,
to ascertain the person or agency responsible for establishing
theme A break-up of these 113 garals into those established
by different soclal categories like king and nobility, the
2amindars, Petty-officials, and merchante etc.would shed light
on the vafious circumstances and motives stimulating the
establiahment of garais during the Mughal period. But before
such a break-up is attempted two points need to be clarified.
Firstly, whether these 113 garals represent a randam sample
that could be used for drawing general conclusions about the
larger situation? Secondly, as to what would be the line of

distinction between different social categories?

Regarding the first point it may be assumed
that the information gleansed from archasological sources and
travellers' accounts would represent by and large a fair sample
of the different kind of garala of some significance established
by various categories of people. But in our sample, in
addition to the above sources, information derived from Parsian

histories including a book like Maagir-yl Umra is also included.
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About this latter information one cannot be sure of fts
random nature. PFarticularly, information furnished by a
source liks Mgasir-ul Umara would tend to disturb the sample
by adding disproportionately to the number of the garals
established by the nobles. Howavar, in ocur sample ths number
of garaia about which the information is derived exclusively
from such sources is only seven. To be on the safer side, in
our analysis, we have excluded these seven garals from the

total number, which reducss our sample to 106.

About differentiating between various social
categories, problem arises in those cases only where the
person or agency establishing the garail has not bgen mentionad
clearly. A general principle, thersfore, has been evolved thus:
In declding whether a person responsible for establishing a
garal vas a noble, 1 have been guided by the assumption that
any one having the title of Khan or Bgg held some position in
the hierarchy of the Mughal officers. Uf course, this
criterion cannot be regarded as foolproof. Firstly, there is
every possibility of individuals not in the sarvice of the
king, assuming such titles. Sgcondly, it is not very helpful
in distinguishing an ordinary mansabdar from an officer of the
rank that would justify his categorization as an amir {f.e.
noble)., But in this connection it may be pointed out that the
number of individuals not 4in the ssrvice of the king having
the titles of bag and Khap is unlikely to be large enough to
disturb our sample. Till tha end of 17th century such titlsas
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had not yet lost theilr hierarchical meanings and were

1

used only by those in the service of the king. Moreover,

the term noble is not used here in the limited connotation

of amira i.e« higher mansatdazs of 500 and abnve.2 Another
criterion used for c¢lassifying individuals into social catego-
rigs is that all those Hindu names which have neither been
specified as petty officlals nor as merchants have been
identified as zamindara, as it is knoun that apart from the
above two categories, zamindars wers the only appropriating
group who uwere Predominantly Hinduse. In this criterion there
is one serious drawbacks It would be cdifficult to distinguish
between an ordinary Hindu zamindgar anc the one alsc having some
pogsition in the nobility. But the characterization thus made
would not bg Par inaccurate as it is known that almost 99% of
the Hindu nobles wera thosae, who were originally zamindara or
chieftaing. Ffinally, the pstty~officials and merchants are
treated as forming a single category. This may be justified
with reference to the considerable eviderce that exists

suggesting soclal proximity and inter-professicnal mobility

1 M, Rtgar Rli, Ihs Muyghal Nobility undar Aurangzab,
Pe 144,

2+ For the categorization of the fansabdars into two

broad groups of ordinary mansabdara and amirs see
M. &thar Ali, 90 git, Che I, Compare W.H. Moreland,

India at the Daath of Akpap, P. 51
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between these two groupa.1

Out of the 106 parals that are being
congidered in this sample, 36 are known to have been
built by the Emperor and the members of the royal family,
and 23 by nchles. Of the remaining 47 garais, 9 have been
ascribed to the zamipdars, 24 to petty offigcials and merchants
ang B to categories like religlous dignitariss and instituions
etece Thers are 6 garaig which have been established by
particular castes or professional groups like Ahirs, Saivids
and Mahalang etce This break-up as it obtained during
differant phaaes from the becinning of the 16th century
onwards down to the end of the 18th century will becoma clear

from the Pollouing table.?

1¢ Cfe lqtidar Alam Khan, *The Fiddle Classes in the
Mughal Empire', Presidential Address, Medieval India Section,
Iondian History Congrmsas 1975, ppe 20-21. “A quite early example
of this kind of mobility can be cited from the family history ol
Banarsidas, the author of %;nnggﬂa;nggg&¢ His grandefathsr,
Fuldas, was the mogi of a Mughal noblesman of Humayun while his
father, Kharagsen, served till 1569 as a fotedar under Sirimal
Rai Dhanna, Pigan of Sulaiman Kararani. Similarly, the
prominent trading families of Rustam)i and Abdul Ghafur of Sural
ware founded in {7th century by persons of priestly background,
while the father of Seth Dayaram, the broker of the Dutch East
India Company in 1720%'s was gunghi (lettosruriter) at the Outch
warshousa at Surat.”

2+ The dates of sstablishment of sll these garais
could not be fully ascertainede The avidance in this respect
ig of two types, (a3 where the date is testifieg through
inscriptions or other authentic records, and {b) where the
information {a based on traditions and therefore the dates are
less reliable. In nearly 60% cases one has to rely mainly on
traditions.
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CLASSIFICATION OF SARAIS

PFetty Religious Caste
S.No. D gt e King Naobles Zamingar Offigcials Marchant Saintg Commercial Institution Groups Total
1 Pre-Sher Sah 1 - - - - 1 - - - 2
2 Sher Shah 1 1 - - - - - - - 2
3 Akbar 11 3 - - 1 - 1 - - 16
4 Jahangir 6 4 1 1 - - - - 3 15
5 Shahjahan 3 3 1 - - - - 1 - 8
6 Aurangzeb 12 ) 1 - 2 1 - - - 21
7 Later Feriod 2 7 2 10 3 1 - - 1 26
8  Pates not - - 4 5 2 1 - 2 2 16
9 Percentags 34 21 8 15 8 8 ~ 3 3

10 Total 36 23 9 16 8 4 1 3 6 106
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It is evident from the break-up given in the
above table that ths major contribution in the comatruction
of this kind of gazala is of the kings and the nobility. But
it comes up to only 558 of the total garais as compared to 45%
ascribed to other sections of soglety. In the remaining 45%,
the major share is claimed by petty-officials and merchants.
They together acecount for nearly 23% of the total as compared
to the 22% of the remaining groups other than royalty and
nobility. It is alsoc noteworthy that in this sample the share
of the zamindars is 8% only. This brings_forth a very
interssting situation if it is kept in mind that the share of
the king and the nobility in the total wealth of the society in
the Mughal empire is suggested as 87% while that of other

1 From this

appropriating groups put together as 13% only.
comparison it emerges that while the share of the royalty and
the noblas in the total wealth of the soclety was very large,

their participation in establishing the garals is comparatively

1+ On the testimony of an anonymous chronicle,
o L 5 N Shah, of the period

Delhi wes occupled by Nadir Shah it is known that
"out of the total amount of Rupees 17 crores and 12
lacs collected by Nadir Shah in cash from the nobles
and common paople of Delhi Rupeas 15 crores were
realized fzom the high nobles sesesesss ¥ CF. Igtidar
Alam Khan, gpsgite, pe 8¢ This may be taken as a
random estimate of ths share of cifferent appropriating
groups in the total wealth of the society.
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small. Un the other hand participation of the appropriating
aroups constituting middle stratum, especially the petty-
officials and merchants was much larger as compared to their

share in the total wealth of the socliety.

The above analysis, as already polnted out,
pertains to those garals about which spgcific information
is availableg from different sources. These saraig would
mostly be more signiflicant ones either on account of thelr
location or size to deserve notice in historical sources. But
the conclusions based on the analysis of this limited sample
may not fully apply to the large number of garais that are
referred to in the travellers' accounts as scattered all over
the Mughal empire. Nicholas Withington, a European travellsr
who came to Indias in the first quarter of the seventseenth
century writes, "Betuween Adgmere (ﬁjmere) and Agra, at every
ten coursss {which ia an ordinarye dayes journeye) there is a
serralia or place of lodging bocthe for man and horsa, L
Similarly, Manrique tells us that the clity of Agra hac as many
as ninety gsaraig which were always crowded by the travallars-2

At a later date Thevenot records, "But that which makes ths

1e ga:‘! T:a!ﬁlﬁ i.n Ii!dial Cpe Qj:_‘li_c‘., B 225.
2« Fray Sebastien Manrigue, QR. Gikes P+ 152.
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beauty of Agra besides Palaces I have mentioned, are the

Quervan seras which are above three score in number; ceveont
Peter Mundy, however, notes that the gatpis were scarse in
Rajasthan whereas the route batween Agra & Patna had ‘faire

2  for ascertaining the role of cifferont

saraes every foote.”
social groups in establishing these garala, a diffarent method

of analyais has to be adopted.

Some fdea of the nature of agencles establishing
these ostensibly smaller gaxals can be had from an analysis of
the village and locality nawes that carry the word ggrai as
part of their names. The namgs of such villages and localities
have been listed province-wise as described in the previous
chapter. The 1ist of such localities for Uttar Pradesh contains
1284 names which can serve a® a goOod sample for an analysis
based on the study of place-namass. It may be possible to have
somg idea of the social categories to which the persons founding
these 3araia belonged by making a linguistic scrutiny of the
names 0f tha localities identified with thenm.

It 1s known on the strength of Afin=~i Akbari'sg
information about the zamindar castes predominating in

individual parganaa in Uttar Pradesh that about B5R of them

1« Iﬂdiﬂﬂ Tragglg Qt Ti]ﬁ!ﬁnﬂh & M' e SN San’
e 48+
. TEa!ﬁLﬁ Dt Paﬁg: mnﬂd!, OPe cito, Pe 248,

sse24



(24)

wvere non-Muslime. OUng may, therefore, assume that in our
sample ratio of Muslim and non-Muslim place-names falling in
rural or semi-rural areas (i.e. outside garkar headquartars)
would roughly correspond to the ratio of the shares of the
Zamingdar end pon-zamindar elements in the establishment of
gomparatively smaller garaia in the countryaside. A similar
comparison for urban centres {.e. garkar headquarters, might
give a rough idea of the participation of traders {who may be
assumed to be mainly Hindus) on th-lona hand and nobles and
holders of revenue grants {who may ba assumed to be pre-
dominantly non-Muslims) on the other. In both these comparisons
some degree of inaccuracy is no doubt possible. For gxample,
the 1list of non~fMusliam names for the rural sector would exclude
about 18% names of those zamindars who wvere Muslims. But this
imbalancs would be off-gset by the inclusicn of an appreciable
number of non~Muslim names of persons belonging to categories
like mahajanss traders, and petty-officials. In the list of
aaral names for urban centres also certain degree of inaccuracy
is possible as we know that even In the Gangetic plain, Muslim
merchants or traders were not altogether absent. But we may
assums that unlike the cgoastal regions, in the Gangetic plains
the number of Muslim merohants and traders as compared to the
non-Muslim merchants was very small. Thua the poasibility of

inaccuracy in the analysis of garal names for urban centres, on
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the lines suggested above 1s rather negligible.

As already stated, the total number ef names
of villages and localities having the suffix garai located

in Uttar Pradesh, that are liasted in Oistrict Census Handbooks

of 1951 comes up to 1284.1

Out of these, 16 are named after
mythical figures @.g. Saral August, Saral Chandi etc; 350 may
apparsently be identified with original names of the places where
2arais were located, e.ge Sarai Rukaspur, Saral Piparia etc; 60
names relate to the features of the individual structure,; e.g.
Saral Kham, Sarai Pukhta, Saral Khurd, Sarei Kalan, Sarai
Chhatardhari, Saral Chats etcs Thaerse are 194 obscure names
which, it is difficult to classify as Muslim on non-Muslim .
These appear to be garals known after the names of bhativaras

who established theme2

These place-names are as follows:
Mehma Sarai, Sarail Ghariban, Sarail Dhadhumar etce Another
interesting feature of this list is the garal names indicating
assogiation with particular castes and communities, e.g. Sarai

Chamaran, Sarali Balharan, Sarai Ahiran, Saral Shaikh etc. The

1. See Chapter 1, Pp. 7-9,

2+ During a survey of medieval monuments, many small
named as Raja ki Saral, Mina ki Sarai, Munna

ki Saral were recordsd as owned by hnajixg;ai. Cf.
Report of Survey, A.M.U. Aligarh (Typescript »
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number of such garals is 109.1 All such names totalling 725
are eliminated from this list to workout our sample consisting
of garal names indicating association with individuals having
Muslim and non-Muslim namea. Thia sample consists 559 garai
namese A count of Muslim and non-Muslim gargl names in the
rural and urban arsas of each garkar of Akbar located in modern

Uttar Pradesh is given in the followlng chart:

URBAN RURAL
SARKAR HeQe Fuslie Non-Muslim Muslim Non-Muslim
1. Allahabad 1 1 39 44
2. Ghazipur - - ? 10
3. Banaras - 3 - 12
4. Jaunpur 4 - 7 21
5. Manikpur 1 - - -
6+ Chunar - - - 3
7+ Kora - 1 - -
8. Karah - - - -
9. Oudh {Ayodhya) =~ 1 - -
10. Gorakhpur - - - -
11. Bahraich - - 1 3

1. This tendency towards gafpalg named after castes and
communities is discernible In the first sample as well
Significance of this tendency is discussed in the
concluding remarks. See suprae.
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12+ Khairabad 4 1 3 5
13, Lucknow 4 1 2 1
14. Agra 1 - 1 -
15. Kalpi 1 - - -
16+ Kanauj 3 1 1 7
17. Kol (Aligarh) 14 15 - 4
18. Irij (Erachh) - - - -
19+ Sahar - - - -
20, Badaun 2 - 1 4
21+ Kumaon - - - -
22. Sambhal 11 3 - -
23+ Saharanpur 9 1 1 -

Total $ 55 28 164 287

From the above chart we can see that the
ratio betwsen the non~Muslim garal names and Muslim garai
nawes in the rural arecas 1s 3i2. Thus the share of the
zapindara in the sstablishment of garals In the rural areas
might be rated as about 60X, which goes to indicate that in
the rural areas as compared tu the non-zamindar groups like the
nobility and holders of revenue grants put togethsr, the
contribution of the zamindaras to the establishment of garajs is
distinctly greater. Again, a comparison between garal names in
the urban and Muslim garai names in the rural areas put together

and non=Muslim sarai names in the rural areas only would give
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en idea of the share of the zamindarg in the establishment
of the garals in the overall situation. This ratio atands at
131, which indicates that the share of the zamindagxs in the

total situation was nesarly S50%.

It is a very interesting aspect indicating
that the zamindars as a soclal category were not as great
an obstacle in the path of the floy of trade and commerce as
they would othartuise appear in the light of the avidence
indicating a tendency on their part to collect gahdari and
impose other kind of levies frowned upon by the central
authority on the travellers passing through thelr regions.
Un the other hand they seem to have a strong economic incentive
to facllitate trade passing through the territories controlled
by thems In fact zamindars appear to be more concerned with
the flow of trade and commerce as comparad to the nobility.1
Hope of a larger income through rahdari could have been one
factor inducing thew to invest money for providing facilities

to the travellers passing through their territories.

1+ As already discussed the nobility sharing 87% of
the total wealth, contributed to the establishment
of the sarajg to the extent of 55% only, while in
the case of the zamindars we find that although their
shate in the revanues was not more than 10%, their
contribution stands at S0%. For an estimate of
zZamingar's share in the total revenues af, Irfan Habib,
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On the basis of this analysis we may conclude
that the establishment of garaig on such a large scale was
mainly guided by administrative and economic requirements. The
garalas built by the kings and the high nobles were generally
large structures situated on main land-routes. It seems that
these parais vere uaed by the servants of the state as well as
troops quite frequently. These garajs were also converted into
fortresses when the neaad arose. The significance of the
economic factor in the establishment of the garalg is borne out
by the fact that the groups constituting the middle stratum
appear to0 have contributed to a much larger degree than their
share in the total wealth of the society. The larger participa-
tion of theas groups in the establishment of garais would go to
indicate that even {f many of the individuals contributing to
this process were motivated by philanthropic sentiments, the
overall factor inducing them to spend money on such projects
was economice There also exists esome evidence showing that
oftan garals were planned as profit earning enterprises. For
instance, Kishna, a Qrahmap woman and wife of Shaikh Abdur
Rahim of Lucknow was known to have built a garal after her
husband's death and entertained travellers there.'  Similarly
" Abdus Samad Khan, the amin and faujdar of Jahanabad had
established a Pyra (8mall township) in the name of his son which

1+ Shah Nawaz Khan, Maagiz-yl Umra (tr. Bapd Prasad),
Vol. I’ B 49-500
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brought considerable in come to his descendants down to
1717«18 A«.Ds This property included orchards, a garai, and

Turkish baths (hammam).'

It s also noteworthy that the contribution
of zamindars in the satablishment of gargils in general
was much larger than thelr share in the total revenues, though
their share in the establiashment of comparatively larger garajs
was very smalle Uhile it is true that the zamindars would tend
to impede trade by imposing rahdarl and wmaking other illegal
exactions there also appsars to have exlsted considerable
incentive for them to try and snaure tée pPagssage of trade under

their supervision which was apparently a substantial source of

income for them.

The tendency discernible in both the samples
analysed in this chapter, towards the sstabiishment of an
appraeciable number of garais by the entires communitigs or
castes is yet another interesting featurs that deserves notice.
The numbarg of the garals associated with the names of castes
and communities in the first sample comprising of more
significant garais mentioned in historical sources is 6 out of

106 f.5. 3%, while in the second sample their ratio goes up to

1+ Itimad Ali Khan, Bixatu-l Haqalq, as cited by
Igticar Alam Khan, 9ps gite, Be 7e
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9%. This clearly confirms the above tendency. It also
suggeats that this tendency becomes more marked in the case of
- smaller garajs mainly located in rural areas. The participa-
tion to an appreclable degree, of the sntire communities or
castes in theg establishment of an institution like sarais
requiring considerable investment as well as organizational
capacity goes to testify to the existence of well organized
vlllage, castes or gulld organizationa during the 16th and 17th

centuries.

Thus we can see that though the construction

7~ of garaig was primarily a welfare activity the determining
factors were administrative and economic. UWhersas the state
sarais were serving to the administrative requirements, the
large number of garaig scattsred all over the fughal empire
gprang up to meet the rising need of the growiny money economy
and long distancs trade during the sixteenth and seventeenth

centurics.



Chapter « 3

Administration of the Sarais

- As already noticed the institution of gargis
seems to have playé#d an important role in the economic life
of Mughal India. For properly assessing the slgnificance of
its role in this respect one should also have some idea of the
actual working of the institution. This calls for an enquiry
into the organizational set up of the garais. A study of the
organizational structure of the garajs would naturally be
focused on the management of the endouwments attached to them,
the establishment staff and rules governing their conduct, and
the degree of control exercised by the Mughal state over them.
This study together with that of the rates of charges realized
from the travellers and facllities offerec to them would go a
long way in highlighting the egonomic and administrative
gignificance of the inatitution of ggrais. In this chapter uwe
shall be mainly concerned with the nature of the organization.
The other aspects, namely, the facilities offered and the
catqgories of psople using the garals shall be discussed in the
ptﬂ::jchapters.

The bulk of the evidencs relating to the
administration of the garals pertains to the garajs mainly
established by the kings and the nobles. About the gatals
established by other groups, the evidence pertaining to thelr
organization and Pacilities is scanty. It is difficult to form
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an idea about the organizational set-up of these garais

which may be assumed as representing comparatively smaller
units. Here an attempt has been made to analyse the available
svidence relating to the working of the larger garals. Any
conclusions derived from the analysis should hold true to one

or the other degree about all categories of the garais including

smaller units.

The earliest evidence describing the establishment
staff of the garajs established by the state becomes avalilable
from Wagiat-} Mushtagl (compiled some time before 1581) and it
pertains to the large number of garajs that Sher Shah is
reported to have established in northern India. According to
Rizqullah Mushtaqi, "From Gaur to the confines of his (i.e.
Sher Shah's) dominions, in every direction, he had built garais
and halting places at every kpg; e+s+ee « At every garal, a
pasiid, a kitanah-{ badshaphi, and a well were constructed; and
to every mosque a muazzin, an ipam, and ghikkdar were appointed
and lands were allotted at the place for their support-"1 The
description of Sher Shah's garala given by Abbas Khan (1581 AD)
corroborates Rizgqullah Mushtagli's evidence. He rafaers to
Sher Shah's garais in the following words? "In the middle of
every garal was a well and s pasjid of burnt brick; and he
(.@. Sher Shah) placed an imgm and a Muazzin in every masjid,

1+ Rizqullah Mushtagi, I_J%m_!mq, Elliot &
S5U.

Dowson, Vol. 4, pe.
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together with a custodian (nnanna) and several watchmen; and

all these wsre uéintainld from the land near the sarai.“1

it 1s apparent from the above descriptions
that official administering the garajs was known as ghahna
or ghiadar,s The section of the bullding identified by
Rizqullah Mushtagl as Khanri badehahi may be assumed to have
served as the office of this official. The use of tuo different
designations for this official by Rizqullah Mushtaql and
Abbas Khan may be explained as resulting from the use of
different terms for the ofricials managing garaig at the
capital and other administrative head-quarters on the one hand
and thoss performing same kind of duties in the garkarg and
paxrganas on the othere In the Oelhi Sultanate the term ghahna
was generally used for ths officlals posted in the urban areas
to superviss markets etce while it is known that the official
administering a pargana under Sher Shah was designated as
Ahiqdaks ©But as this inference is not based on firm evidence
it ehould at beat be treated as tentative.

It also eppears from the passagas quotsd
above that ghahna or gahiadar of aaral did not enjoy the
position of an imperial assignment~holder. He was apparently

a petty~official who derived his sustenance from the land-grants

1» Abbas Khan Sarwani, larikhei Sher Shahi, op. cit.,
Pe 4180
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created for the maintenance of individual garajis. Tha high
designation of ghiqdar used by Rizqullah Mushtaql should not
minslead one Iinto imagining that this official was a military
commandant of appreciable rank. But ons would be quite
Justified in Purther conjecturing that the management of the
revenus grants attached to the garalg would be the responsibilit
of the shahnas or ghiqdars controlling them.

The chief official of a garal was apparently
assisted by a subordinate ataff comprising of two kinds of
personnel viz. {a) service staff congieting primarily of coocks,
and (b) the watch-men and gate~kesPers. #Abbas Khan mentions
only one category of non-service staff, namely, watchmen. But
from a 17th century account1 we find that for the persons
respansib}o for opening and closing the gates of the garals the
speclal designation of garbansg was useds In addition to the
watchmen and garbang Perhaps a few persons would also be serving

under this official, who would be needed for looking after twe

dak~ghauki horses that were maintained according to Abbas
1. Yazkira~-1i Pir Hassu Taldy } 1€l a 2 b

.0036
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in every garal. About the service #aff also we know

from the sams source that they were diviced into tyo

categoriess (i) general staff, and {1i) Lrahmans meant to

serve the non-fuslim travellers only.

lat

-
4 F vyom

1. Abbas Khan Sarwani, ops git., pe. 418.

An interesting account of gak-phaukiya and his
men has been given by Surat Singh. From his
account, it appesars that during Shahjahan's reign
the dak-chaukiya or the messanger carrying the
royal mail would be moving with a asmall part
{in the specific case there were 30 hnraemcn’ and
these people would often seize horses from the
parsons staying in thse for their use.
According to Surat Singh,/one vcpasion when he was
staying in Sarai Banwall near Thanesar, one of his
horses uas t%kan away by the retainers of the royal
messangar. L the manner in which he refers to this
ePisode it seams that this was considared as an
illegal act and there was less likelihood of such
forcible seizures inside a garaj. The gdarban of the
garal, whom he accuses of being in league with the
men of as expected to help in preventing
such forcible selzures. A summary translation of the
relevant versgs runs as follows: "At one occasion,
Surat Singh was travelling from Agra to Lahore in
the company of his brother and ong of his friends
Shaikh Hamide When they wers at Saral Sanwali near
Thanesar, "there arrived the nesus that a gdgk
carrylng the news of victory at Qandahar
was coming and was accompanied by thirty horaemen
and that in the places through yhich he was to pass,
the horsemen wete hiding away {to avoid confiscation
of thelir hursess-(ﬂn getting this news), Surat Singh
and his party declided to spend night inside the

aarai. The men of gakeghaukiva'’s team made an
attempt to seize Surat Slingh's horse. Pursuing the

man who had tried to take away his horse, Surat
Singh reached the gate of the gagai+ The gate-keeper
who was apparently in leagus with - !

men closed thg gate, but Surat Singh forced his exit
by threatening ths gate-keeper with his sword.”
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There is yat another category of staff
mentioned by Rizqullah Mushtaql and Abbas Khan, viz.
functionaries attached to the mosgue in the garai. But
about this category one cannot be very cure if they ware
placed under the over all supervision of the official incharge
of the garal or they were answerable to an agent of the
Department of 3adargt stationed in the respective towns and
paroanaas In any case, this much 1s clear that at least during
Sher Shah's reign the saleries of muyazzin and imam serving in
thes mosque of a garal vere pald from the revenus grant attached
to its Thie would imply that the official managing the grant,
even if he was a non-fluslim would exercise some degree of

control over these functionaries.

Manueci writing about the situation obtaining
in Mughal Indgia in the second half of 17th century also
refers to an official who would manage a gargl with the help
of several subordinates. Hae writes, "In avery f{garal) there is
an officlal whose duty ig¢r to cloae the gates at the going
down of the sune. Aftgr he has shut the gates, he calls out
that avery ona must look after his belongings, pdcket his
horses by their fore and hind legs; above all that he must
look out for dogs, for the dogs of Hingdustan are very cunning

and great thleves.
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"at gix o'clock in the morning, befors
opening the gates, the watchman gives three varnings
to the travellers, crying in a loud voice that every one
muyst look after his own things. After these warnings if
any one suapects that any of his property is missing, the
doors are not opened until the lost thing is found. By this
mgans they make sure of having the thief, and he is strung
up oppoaite the garage Thus the thisves, when they hgar a
complaint made, drop the goods somevhere, so0 as not to be
discovarad.“1 From this evidence 1t is clear that the
officlial managing & garal had the same pusition as the ahahpa
or ghiqdar of Sher Shah's period and was in fact the manager
of the garajs He not only regulated the entry and the exit
of the travellers but also loocked after their safety. It wae
obviously his responsibility to prevent thefts and other
crimes inside the zaraj. This officlal apparently also enjoyed
wide ranging powers including those of inflicting punishments
for crimes committed within the compound of the garal. He waa
also expected to collaborate with the state authoritlies in
tracking criminals and other undesirable elements staying
inside the gapais. It was his duty to promptly bring to the
notice of the relevant authority about the death of a traveller

1. Hanucc‘-, (=] 1Y sy UCI].. I’ Pe 67
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during his stay at the zarai =o that the goods or belongings
left behind by him could be taken into the custody of the state
for final diaPOaalo1 In the towns headsd by a kotual, the
latter authority had powers to vieit garais for investigations
and waking arr.ato.z The gara)l administration was alsoc
expected to furnish information to the kotwal about the
strangers arriving there. As is quite understandable, in

this kind of collaboration, the garal administration would not
prove to be as alert and efficlent as desired by the
authorities. It was apparently in order to meet this problem
that during Akbar's reign the kotwal was smpowered to sstablish
a separate garaj ln the town for accommodating the newly

arriving traveller till such time as was required to check the

1« At one occasion when Manucci carried the dead
?ody of a fellow European travaller at Hodal Saral
situated betwsen Agra and Delhi/ "the offfgial at
the sant notice to the local judiecial officer
(qazi? who hastened to the spot and putting his
s@al on all the baggage laid an embargo upon it."

Cf. Manuccl, op. git., P. 69.

2. Banarai Daa, the author of Ardha-K records
that while staying in a gapal at Korra, one of his
fellow traveller was accused by a garraf of possessing
counterfeit coins. The matter was reported to the
kotwyal by the garpaf and the latter came to the
aarai along with the gdiyan of the noble acting as the
commandant of the area and investigated into the
complaint. CP. Banarsi Das, Ardha-fatha (Hingli) ed.
Mata Prasad Gupta, p. 39.
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information about than.1

From references in the travellere® accounts
of 17th century it appears that the service staff in a
aaral comprised of one particular caste group known as
bhatiyaraass There is no evidence suggesting that like
Sher Shah's time Lhrahmans were aleo included in the service
staff. In this connection it is noteworthy that at present
the entire community of people asttled in the garais and
claiming descent from the families who served the travellers
in the garais in the earlier period are Muslims with caste
deslgnation ggggixgggjas This evidence can be reconciled
with that of Abbas Khan if one assumes that during the second
half of 16th century most of the People serving in the garais
got converted to Islam and came toc be recognized togethar as

a separate caste. This assumption is supported by a tradition

recorded in the Digtrict Gazpttear of Gujrat to the effect
1+ Cf+ Abul Fazl, Ajn-i Ak {tre HeS. Jarrett),
Vole 2, P+ 44. "Ho (i.e. KOtwal) should establish

a separate agrajl and cause unknoun arrivals to alight
therein, and by the aid of divers detectives take
account of them."

2+ Abbas Khan Sarwani, op. cit., 3. 418.

3. Cf. Report of the Survey, A.M.J., Aligarh
{typescript).
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that the service staff Iin some of the garais were converted to
Islam by Khuas Khan in A.D. 1545, who gave them the group
designation of §glig_§ngnlg.1 Apparently Ahmad Yadgar
(compiled around 1613) has applied the term nng;;xﬂ;ggz to the
sarvice personngl of garais of Sher Shah's time on the basis
of the caste ldentification which these pPeople had already
acquired by his time. HReproducing the tradition that existed
in Mughal India about Sher Shah's excellent arrangements in
the garala Manucel makes an interesting addition teo our
information. According to him, *he (Sher Shah) bought a
number of married slaves and appointed them and their wives

to look after travellers - to prePare their food, to provide
c00l water for them to drink, and warm water for washing their
bodies, a bed stead to rest upon furnished with mattresses and
sheeta; and they were to walt on travellers just as if they
were thelr own private servants, and provide food for way-fargs
on Poot at the cost of the kingl> It Ls very significant that
Manucei has avoided the use of the term hhativaras in this

context.

1. Diatrict Gazettesr, Gujrat (Punjab) 1921, p. 15.

Ze Ahnag Yadgar, Iarikh-1 Shahi (Bibliotheca Indical,
Pe 2 6.

3. Naﬂucci, ODe g&:., Pe 1150
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Ouring the 17th century, the care of the
travellers wae usually taken by bhafivaring and othaer
house-hold works in the garals were alsoc done by them; while
the male members did other jobs or worked in the fields.
According to Nicholas Withington, a European traveller who
came to India in 1615, “Between Adjmere {Ajmere) and Agra,
at every ten courses (which ls an ordinarye dayes journeye)
there 18 a serralia or place of lodging boothe for man and
horse, and hostasses to dresse our victuals if we please,
paying a matter of 3d. both for horse and meats draasinge-"1
Peter Mundy gives us an {nteresting account of thg mode of
working of the bhatiyarina in the garais. He writes,
*Metrannes or Betearees are certsen weomen in all saraes, that
looke to the little roomes there and dresss the servants meate,
accomodateinge them with cottes (khat) etts. needfull to bee
had; of thease soms have 2, some 3 Or 4 roomes a peece, fOr
which in the morninge wee Pay 1 pice or 2 pice eachs They
live likeuwiss in the sald Roomes with their husbands and
childrens These husbands most commonly are Cahares (kahars),

nl

Fowlers or Pishers. Por the most part abroad. Weiting as

1e Nicholas Withington, Eaply Travels in India,
°E= nlha. pt 2250

Ze Thg T:ﬁ!ﬁlﬂ gt pgtg: Muqﬁ!, Ope cito, Pe 121
According to the editor's note: *Mundy's observation
is not quite correct. It is the business of the
bhathiyari to prepare meaals, but no native traveller
would touch food prepared by a mihtaranl, who belongs
to the lowsst caste.” It seems that Mundy has confuse:
between the two words and has used them as synonyms.
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late as in the last quarter of 18th century, forster records,
"The stationary tenants of the serause {the serauce at this

day are usually given in rent), many of them women, and some

of them very pretty, approach the traveller on his entrance,
and in alluring language deacribe to him the various excellenciee
of their ssveral lodgings. Whan the choice is made a bed is
laid out for his repose -~ a smoaking pipe is brought, and the
utensils cleaned, for praparing his rapaat."1 Thus it is
clegar that from 17th century onwards the service to the
travellers in the parala was the responsibility of the

. Bhativarina. Apparently each family of the bhatiyarag had

in its possession few rooms in the garal, which were maintained
by them as they likede Thae travellers c¢ould possibly stay in
any of thase rooms according to their choice of facilities
provided there. Probably the distribution of the rooms among
different families and their behaviour towards the travellers
was governed by the conventlons and customs ewolved by this
group.

y The available svidence tends to sugaoest that

the larger garalsa sstablished by the state as wall as private

individuals were not run as paying concerns. In most of the

cases the bulk of the expenses for maintalning the gsarais were

1+ G+ Forster, Jo om Beng: o ’
pp. 86«7, 92.
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mot aither with the revenus grants made by the state or with
the endouwments creatad by the individuals. While the evidence
about the revenue grants made by Sher Shah for the running of
the official garais le quits unambiguous, we have only stray
rgferences to the existence of endowmente supporting garais
by private individualse. £&ne such indirect mention of an
endowment occurs in Heber's namative of his journey through
northern India. Uriting in 1824, he holds that the garals
were "generally noble monuments of individual ;;;ié‘ and soms
in the earlier period were "liberally endoued and furnished
suppliea of gram, milk ang grass gratis to the traveller, as

ol From the records of the clvll sult number

well as shelter.
47 of 1952 relating to Sarai Miran in Kannauj,? it bacomes
obvious that Saiyid Abdur Rahman Haji while establishing this
large garal during Aurangzeb's reign, had endowed the proper
building of the garal as well as some property adjoining it

as yaqf attached to the garal.

-+ from tha above discussion we may conclude

that the larger garals established by the state involved

1. R. Hebher, J o U
Provinces of India, Vol« I, po 201,

2+ Civil Suit No. 47 of 1952 1in the court of the
Civil Judge, Farrukhabade Sri Suraj Prasad s/o
Sri Shankar Ratan Misra plaintiff vs. Rahmat Bux
and other Bhatiyaras.
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an elaboratgs organizational set up. Each garai had one over
all incharge, who administered the garal and was responsible
for maintaining order in it. He also managed the grants
attachad to the. garaj. This official was assisted by a large
subordinate staff amongst whom the service staff as distinct
from wvatchmen and gate-kgepers tended to be represented by a
particular Muaslim caste, namely bhativaras. The work of
cooking and clsaning ths rooms etce was mainly performed by
the female membgrs of phakiyarag fPamilles settled in the garaia.
from all standards in the comparatively larger state owned
garais there existed good arrangements for the safety of the

travellers against we thefts and unlawful selzures.
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Chapier 4

Categories of Pgople Using Sarais

“UWe have seen that the garals were essentially
a public institution megant to provide rest and security to
the travellers on thelr journeys. The present chapter aims at
describing different kind of people staying in the garais and
the facilities provided to them. Un this aspect there is
avallable sufficient evidence enabling one to identify the social
catsgories using garais and also the kind of facilities that werse

provided to them.

The royalty and the nobility formed the richest
and the most influential category of people using garais. Our
evidence tends to suggest that bigger garailsg lying on important
land-routes were often used by the Emperar or nobles during
their journeys. Cunningham on the basis of the local tradition
notes that "A royal garai built at this place (L.e. Chaumuha,
10 miles north of Mathura on Delhi road) was used by Mughal
Empgrors for thelr personal accommodation when travelling betwsen

Agra and Delhi-"1 Similarly Archibald Conatable, translator of

1+ A Cunningham, Arghaeological Sur: 1 » Report
for the year 1882~83, Vol. XX, p. 52.

47
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Bernier's travels, records on the basis of a tradition

that "In the higher part of the toun of Bhimbar (situated

on the foothille of Kashmir) are the remains of the Sarai, a
building about 300 feet square, where the Emperor and his
Personal staff used to camp” and in the sands and boulders of
the Bhimbar river was the camping ground, "where the rest of

nl It 1s understandable that a member

the camp was pitched.
of the royal family or a high noble would aluays be shown
preference in the allotment of accommodation in a gagai. At
times when a high dignitary would be staying in a garai his
retinue would occupy the entire accomodation cauging in-
convenience to ordinary travellers like traders and petty-
officlals who obviously accounted for a great majority of the
persons using the naxainyz Banarsi Das says that while
passing through Etawa On way t0 Agra in 1610, he was denied

accommodation in the local garagi as two Umpa (f.e. noblea) wers

1« Archibald Constable, Iravels in the Mogul Empire
by F. Bernisr, p. 390, ne. 1.

2. Tha fact that the widespread establishment of
garals coincides with the growth of money economy
and expPansion of trade, tends to suggest that persons
engaged in trade and commerce w2re the largest and in
the economic sense most important category using

« The evidence suggesting an anxiety on the

part of Sher Shah to provide maximum facilities to the
Hindu travellers is a pointer touards the same
tendency. SupPra, Ps 36.
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staying therss! Tavernier writing in 1642 about Merta

(a large touwn in Rajasthan) saye® “When I arrived there during
one of my journeys in India all the garavan sarajig were full

of pecple, because the aunt of Shah Jahan, wife of Shaista Khan,
was then on her way, taking her daughter to marry her to0 &

»2  Ingidentally, these

Sultan Shuja, second son of Shah Jahan.
statements oOf Banarsidas and Tavernier also imply that garaia
used by the royalty and the nobles were not reserved exclusively
for them and ordinary travellers were allowed to use such
8arals provided accommodation was available there+ According

to the local tradition about the Nur Sarai (16 miles south of
Jalandhar) it was meant for the royalty only, but an inscription
on the western gateway of this garal tends to suggest that it

was Open to ordinary travellara.3

1+ Baparsi Das, ope. clt., p. 22.

2o Tanerniar, ]2 Qth' Vol. I' Pp. B8
3. A Cunningham. M’ (1378‘-?9)' Vol. XIU’ Pe 62.
Taxts

/ Athas rehdari abwab
yamueh bamjib amar Nawab
Zakariya Khan bahadur :azim
Sabah mudf harkas as Fojdaran
Doabah bagirad, bar Zanao,
talak, talak, talak,

Iranslation’

"Taking payment from travellers is forbidden, the

Nawab Zakariya Khan, Bahadur, Governor of the
district, having exempted them. Should any Fojdar of
the Doab collect these dues, may hlis wives be divorced.
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The mention by Rizqullah fushtaql of
khanah~i badshahl in the garajs establishad by Sher Shah
superficially suggests the existence, in cach state garai,
of a special apartment for the use of the kings Houwever, this
seaems unlikely because the space available in such portions
reserved In amall garais established by the state at a
distance of every kosg uouqu;ar toc small for the accommodation
of royal parties. As suggested in the previous ghapter the
khanah=-1 badshahi of Sher Shah's garais were actually meant
for housing establishment of the manager of the garal. It
may also be noted that the surviving structures of even
" comparatively larger garais were not blg enough to provide
comfortable lodging requied for the royal parties. uWe know
on the authority of Bernier that the total space needed for
putting up myal tents in a place would be "a sguare, each side
of which measzures morae than three hundred ordinary paces-“1
This space would be almost equal to 225 x 225 sq. meters,
which shous that the space nesded for the king's apartments

was larger than the areas of most of the surviving garaig.’

1+ Fe Bernier, 0pR. sy PPs 360=63]

2. Compare measurements of eight surviving structures
of parals surveyed by a team of the Department of
History, AMU., Aligarh, givan in the second part of
this dissertation. The total area of the largest of
these structures is 17738.74 sq. M.
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This would apply to the apartments in Nur Saral identified
by tradition as royal quarters. The total area of this garai
is only "551 feet square® which is mugh leas than the space

1 One may,

raquired for the pitehing of imperial camp.
therefore, pPresume that when there is 2 mention of a king
using a garal, it only means that his camd is pitched in its
vicinity and the covered sPace in the garal is also incorporated
in the camp. It is possible that during rainy season in
general or while travelling in hilly tracts the bullt in space
of garalsg would be preferred for the private use of the king

and the royal tents would be pitched in such a manner that a

part of the covered sPace of the garal may be made available

for the use of the king and his wives.

There is some evidence suggesting that the
ambassadors of different kings coming teo the courts of the
Indian rulers shall often be accommodated on their way as well
as after reaching the capital in the garajis. Ffrom Mirat-i
Sikandari we know that Shah Ismail's ambassador to the court
of Muzaffar Shah, the ruler of Gujarat {accession A.H. 916/A.D.
1515) was staying at Muhammadabad {Champaner) in a $§£E£02 The
dascription given by Sikandar bin Manjhu of an incident involving
this envoy, leading to an attack on his residence in the garai

1« A Cunningham, Ope ﬁita' Vol. XIV’ Pe 56.
2+ Sikandar bin Manjhu, Mirat-i Sikandari, PP.140-41.
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by the populace of Muhammadabad goea to show that the

lay out of thie garal was different from an ordinary kind

of garal surveyed by us in northern Indiae Apparently, it
consisted of an enclosure having a gQateway within which were
provided separate houses. These houses could be hired by
travellers on 1long term basis. Some idea of the total
accommodation provided in thls garal could be had from the
fact that along with the Parsian envoy and his relations, there
was also living in a sesparate houee an old servant of the
fugitive prince of Malway Sultan fluhammads According to
Maasir-1 Alamgiri, in 1664, Budaq Beg, envoy of Shah Abbas II
halted at Sarai Badli in the neighbourhood of Delhi before he
had an audience with the Emperor.’ Similarly when in 1704
William Norris, the ambassador of the King of England visited
Aurangzeb in Deccan, he encamped at "Seravy Cawzee” {Sarai

Kazi) located at a distance of one day's march from Navapur-2

Manugei writing in 1665 sayss "They (i.e.
‘Ethiopian Ambassadors) had no money t0 hire a house, but
put up in the public garae, and walked the streets having no

palanquim"3 This statement of Manucci incidentally also

1+ Sagi Mustad Khan, Magsir-i Alamgiri, P. 35.

2+« Norpig Embaggy, ede Harihar Das, p. 2363 Navapgr is
a district in Maharashtra situated 73%46°'N, 21°10°'E.

i I Nanucci, Ope EL:" Vole. II’ Pa 1130
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indicates that at Delhi unlike Muhammadabad, the gapaig did
not contaln houses fit for the use of ambassadors. An
ambassadOr would bs cbliged to opt for accommodation in a
2aral at Delhi only when he would be finangially hard~pressed
to the extent of Pinding 1t difficult to rent a suitable

housa.

It 18 understandable that one very large
category of people using garais would comprise of persons
in the employment of the king and the nobles in small positions
Amongst them the ordinary troopers would perhaps be the
largest group but for some curious reasorn according to Manucci
they vere averse to using the facility of garals. He
simultaneously mokes the statement that the garais were ™only
intended for travellers™, which goes tc suggest that the
soldiers moving from one pPlace to another were not included

1 Incidentally Mirza Kamran,

in ths category of travellers.
author of Mirza Nama, who was a gentleman troaoper, says that a
*Mirza® should never stay in a ag;aL.z Though the intention of
the author while advieing like this was to forbid one from

taking a permanent residence in the garaig, it alsc reflected

1« M. Vol. I, pe 67,

2¢ Mirza Kemran, Mirza Namg tre Maulvi Higdayat Hussain,

Journal of Asiatic Soclety of Bengals 1913, M=
Iqtidar Alam Khan has assessed the date of the
compllation of this book as A.H. 1014/4.0. 1605.
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the general tendency of troopers not staying in the garaig.
Apparently what Manueel mgans to convey i{s that when troops
moved in a body they weres not expected to go into the garais,

but would encamp in open fields often located in the vicinity
of garalg, identified as 933323-1

Another category of the people in the service
of the stats in minor positions, who would be travelling
on officlial as well as private buesinesa extensively was
that of the petty-officiala, particularly those connected
with revenue administration. On official business the revenus
officials would have to tour with a small party within a
pargana for measuring the lands and realizing revenue from
individual villagess There exists evidence indicating that the
ravenue offlcials used to face the problem of finding proper
board and lodge, while visiting villages within their
Jurisdiction, They had a general tendency to ahift the
responsibility of providing these facllities to tham ¢to
cultivatoras But still they would be using garals for
boarding wherever such facilities would be available as it
would be difficult to find proper reating place and bed cots

for them in smaller villages. It was apparently on account of

1+ In the Digtpict Gazatteegrs of U.F., many individual

garals are referred to as located near 'encamping
grounds's CP. Digtrict Gazetteer, Shahjahanpur,

pp. 182, 195; Digirdct Gazettaear, Bareilly, pp. 225,
240,
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thia difficulty that some timesrevenue nfficials visiting
places not having a sultable resting place would carry with

them their bed-cots resorting to taking hpgar from the paaaantaf
There is aleo discernible a tendency on the part of the petty-
officials to move from ong part of the country to another in
search of sultable employment. In fact there was a great

demand for the services of persons trained in some specified
pProfessions, se.ge accountancy, record-keepring etce., and also
these persons enjoyed a considerable degree of freedom in
salecting thelr joba. This made them travel over long

distances.? Quite understandably, they would generally be

1. Cf. Durral Ulum (A.D. 1688-8%), f. 53a and b cited
by Irfan Habib, Ihe Agrarian System of Muohal India,
Ps 247, ne 36. An officlal document recording a
complaint by the inhablbéants of Moradabad (then a
paroana in garkar Sambhal/ that the revenue officials
force them t0 carry their bed-cots.

2+ Cfo Iqtidar Alam Khan, OBeglte.,PR+23=4: "Heg {i.0.
Ganga Ram, brother of Surat Singh) was born and brough!
up at Natesari in the pag Patti Haibatpur (now
Patti in District Amritsar/. The first job taken up by
Ganga Ram was that of the yaqa-i niocar of Lahore.
Subsequently he became a Pargana officlal in Gujarat.
After his return from Gujarat he remainsd unemployed
for aome time but eventually bacame the gmil of
Pakgana Jahangirpur, in which position he served for a
long time. On leaving Jahangirpur, Ganga Ram accepted
a position in the Khaligsa establishment of pargana
Batalae Sometime later, he shifted from Batala to
Bhatinda to0 serve as the diyan of a certain noble, Ral
Todal Mal. At a still later astage, he went to Agra as
the uakll of another noble, Rai Behari Mal. Un his
return from Agra, he stayed at Lahore for someg time
and then went to Kabul yhere he took up service as
khan-3 aamgn in the garkar of Safshikan Khan. But withi
a few months of accepting employment under Safshikan
Khan, he became dissatisfled with him on account of
his relying too much on the advice of his K
and left hgs service. It would appear that towards the
end of hils caresr Ganga Ram was in the service of Agil
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travelling in small Partiaa.1 In this situation, they would
naturally be using aarals on a big scales In the sources
surveyed in connection with this study we have come across
occasional references to0 the use of garajs by petty officials

: Singh, a petty-official,
moving in small parties. For example, Surat/mentions his
frequent journeys between Agra and Lahore. DOuring one of these
journeys which he had undertaken in the company of his brother
and a friend Shaikh Hamid he stayed in Saral Banwali near

Thanesar.2

» Merchants and traders formed a numerous category
which used garaia while travelling. B8anarsi Das, who belonged
to the family of a trader in Jaunpur, mgntions many of his
travels during A.De 1598-1646 in northern India in which he
occasionally staysd in the gg!gig,a In most cases, the party
with which he travelled consisted wholly of persons belonging
to the trading or merchant communities. But on occasions he
would also move wlth a party comprising of traders as well as

3

Persons belonging to other professions.” William Fingh, while

1. See aupra, PP. 10-11.

2. Jazkira=i Pip Hagey Vgli, OP. cits, f.léioaib.
3+ Banarsi Das, 9p. git., PP. 10, 31, 32, 38.

4. lpid., P+ 38 Banarsi Das was accompanied by tuwo

brahmang of Mathura during hils travel from Jaunpur
to Rgra.
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on his way to Bayana to buy indigo in 16197, mentions a

garal at Mundiapura near Kiracli where he stayed in the night.1
3imilarly, Surat Singh also mentione a party of Afghans,
appatently horse dealers , staying in Saral Banwali at which
occaslon thelr horses were selzed by Dak Chaukiva's men .2

Haji Ali, a Persian trader i{s noted by Ali Mohammad Khan, as
staying in a garal at Rhmadabad.3

to show that certain garals wers reservecd exclusively for the

There also exists evidence

use of big merchants and traders. According to Pelsaert,

"Nur Jahan erected garals or halting places for travellers

and marchantSo'4 Peter Mundy {1632) describing Saif Khan's
garal in Patna, says: "This place is chiefly for Merchants of
straunge countries as Mogolls, Persians, Armenians, where they
may lodge and keepe their gOuds the tyme of their stay heere,
payelnge s0 mugch by the monath.'s Similarly Bernier
writing in 1663 about the saral of Jahanara Begum in Delhi

1. William Finch, farly Trawals ip India, op. git.,p-148.
2« I =§ Pip H Taell, ope cite, Puciarbgypra,
Pe 36’ I'Io‘lo

3. Ali Mohammad Khan,Mirat-i Anmgd1 Vol.I, p. 430.
4. Jahangir's India, op. cit., 5b.

8. Tha Travels of Petar Mupndy, ope cite., pPe 169,

...5?
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observeds "This place is ths rendezyous of the rich Persian,
Ushek and other foreign merchants, who in general may be
accomogdatad with empty chambers, in which they remain with

" Manuccl

perfect security, the gate being closed at night.
referring to the same garal says, "In this sarae there put up
none but great Mogul and Persian merchants:.”2 Agcording to
traditions about the caravan saral situated in Fathpur Sikri,
between Hiran Minar and Sangin Burj, 1t was used by rich
marchants and traders who yould come to offer their goods for
sale to the kingo3 This evidence incidentally, also reveals
“that such garals earmarked for the exclusive use of merchants
and traders were small in number and were mainly located in
important touns. While a vast majority of ordinary garais
located on different routes and also in the towns were open to
all categories of travellers, there did exist a amall number of
g8arals in small towns and in the countryside in general which
were apparently established by merchant communities for their
own use. The existence of such gaxrala in small places is

suggested by the follouwing place names! Sarai Mahajanan,

1e F. Bernier, OpPegi s P 281.
2. ﬁanucci, Qe sy Vol. I, Ps 213, Cf. Theuennt,

02.;;;, p. 48.
3. Cfe E-u‘- Smith. @Mﬁﬂiﬂ;hg:g Of FﬂtDEHR Sik:i,

P&rt III. P 34.
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“ Saral Teli, Saraiyan Seth, Sarai Jaina ets. About these
aarala, however, it is difficult to say whether they were
gxclusively for the use of the members of the community running
tham or they were opan to other communities alsoc. In any cass
this muoh gan be safely assumad that in most cases the persons

ubling these garaig would belong to the same communities.

There is no evidence suggesting the existence
of separate garals for different religious groups. The
Muslim and non-Muslim travellers invariatly stayed in the
game garais. Abbas Khan, howevar, mgntions that separate
lodgings for Hindus and Muslims were reserved in the garais
established by Sher Shah«? But this distinction does not
seem to have contlnued in the lster periode Agcording to
Pgter Mundy, "Thais (saraes) are usuallie in great Citties,
but the other sort of Saraes are in all places, servinge for
all sorts of Travellers that come att night and away in the
morninge."z Similarly Hgber, writing as late as in 1825 about
a gsaral situated at Kim Choukee (46 miles from river Narmada
on way to Surat), saya3 "Ue found here a considerable crowd of
Bora inhabitants of Surat, who had come out thus far to meget

the moullah of thelr secte e.¢s+ The Moullah did not arrive so

1. Abbas Khan Sarwani, op. gite, Ppe 417=-18.
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s0on as he was expected, otherwise the serai would have
offered the spectacle of a curious mixturs of creeds; as it
was, we had Mussulmans of three different sects {(Omar, Ali,
Hussun), Hindoos of almost esvery caste from Brahmins to
sweepPaers, divers worshipper of fire, sasveral Portuguese Roman
Catholica; an English Bishop and Archdeacon with one lay-member
of their sect, a Scottish Presbyterian, and twO poor Greeks
from Treblzond, who were on a begging journey to redeem thelr
families from slavarye. The whole number of lodgers in and
about the seral, probably did not fall short of five hundred
persons. What an admirable scene for Eastern romance would

such an inn as this afford.“1

One may thus see that the
. aarajis could be used by any traveller and no distinction was
maintained among various religious groups with regard to their

stay in the garaia.

From Mirza Nama by Mirza Kamran a gentleman
trooper of Jahangir's reign, was come to know about another
category of people coming to garals who ceserve notice at this
places It appears that in urban centres people living in the
- town would visit the gareig during the dazy time for recreation
and gossipe. They would apparently sit in the eating-shops

adjacent tc the gates of the garajis and exchance views on all

1. R. Heber, oDs glite, PPe 121-2¢
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gorta of problems. Occasionally such exchange of views
would degensrate intoc acrimonious discussions on religious
issues leading to ugly situations. Referring to one such
aarai In Agra, Mirza Kamran observes® ®If it be possible a
Mirza should not utter anything at the gate of Sarai Sambhal

Khan as many guarrelsome persons are always present there."!

1 Mirza Kamran, ope gite.,
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" The garajs in Mughal India catered to a
large number of travellers belonging to different
sections of aoclety. In addition to lodging, the parais
provided various other fPacilities to the travellers. The
extensive scale on which garais existed in Mughal India and
different kind of facilities provided there struck European
travellers as an enviable fgature. Berniar's remarks about
the garal of Jahanara Bagum brings out the fact that even
Parls, then one of the premier metropolises of Europs, did not
have lodging facilities for travellars on the scale thass were
available in Delhi. After having visited the garal of Jahanara
Begum at Delhi, Bernler recorded’ “If in Paris we had a score
of similar structurses distributed in different parts of the
city, strangers on thelr first arrival would be less embarrassed
than at present to find a safe and reasonable lodging. They
might remain in them a few days until they had seen their
acquaintance, and looked out at leisure for mose convenient

apartment.“1

“ Sher Shah is known to be the first king who

palid greater attention to the development of this institution

' Fe Berniar, 8p. Q‘,ho, ps 281.
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and provided a variety of facilities in the garals. According

to Abbas Khan, "in every sarai he {i.e. Sher Shah) built
separate lodgings both for Hindus and ﬂuaulmana“.zagettlad-
Brahmans for the entertalnment of Hindus, to proviﬁe hot and
cold water, and beds and food, and grain for their horses; and
it was a rule in these garajs that whoever entered them recsived
provision sultable to his rank, and food and litter for his

n1 Similarly Manucci raferring to

cattle, from Government.
Sher Shah's aaraig writes? "He (i.e. Sher Shah) bought a number
of married slaves, and appointed them and their wives to look
after travellers - to prepare thelr food, to provide cool water
for them to drink, and warm water for washing their bodies, a
bedstsad t0 reat upon furnished with mattresses and ahoeta;..."z
It appears from this description that in stats garais

by Sher Shah, meals and fodder etce were provided to the

travellers at the cost of the state.

The employment of prahmang to look after
non-Muslim travellers is very significant. It may safely
be assumed that merchants and traders in the Gangetlic plains
undertaking journeyes in connection with their business were

predominantly non~fMuslims« 8y providing special facility of

1+ Abbas Khan Sarvani, op. git., ps 418.
20 ”anucci, Gps QL;., Vol. I. Ps 115
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thelr food being cooked by brahmang Sher 3hah presumably
desired to give an impetus to the flow of trade and commerce.
Rizqullah Mushtagli's teatimony about Sher Shah waking separate
arrangements of drinking water for Hindus and Muslims at the

gates of the garals alsc polnt at the sama mntiva-1

There is some evidence to show that efforts
wore Made to revive Sher Shah's practice of providing
facility of meals and fodder to the traveilers during Akbar's
~reigne On the authority of Inayatulla we know that Akbar in
his later years had ordered for the establishment of garais
at every stage, "where food was t0 be prepared and held in
readiness at all times for the way-worn travellsr, who is
usually too fatigued to be equal to the exertion of cooking
his own repaat."z But it seems that this measure of Akbar
remained In operation only for a short time. By the time
Manucei came to India in 1655 according to him there were "no
longer dainty morsels for foot travellers to bs eaten at the
cost of the klng-'s Alresady by 1615 in many places the garais

were realizing from travellers amall payments for the services

1e R.lzqullah ﬂushtaqi. QEOQ“.. Pe 5500
2+ lnayatulla, op.git., P+ 111.

3 maﬂUDCj.’ ] J 29 Pe 115,
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Provided to them including the cooking of their meals by the
service staff of the sarmis. Nicholas Withington writing in
1615 observeds "..... there is a serralfa or place of lodging
boothe for men and horse and hostesses tC dresse our victuals
if we please, Paying a matter of 3 d. both for horss and meate
dreasingc."1 Similarly from Peter Mundy's description as well,
1t appears that during the time of his visit to India a
traveller staying in a garal had the cholce of having his meals
prepared by "Betearess® for which he had tc pay aomething.2
From these descriptions it is obvious that the practice of
supplying free meals Or providing facility of cooking with out
payment to the travellers introduced during the last few years
of Akbar's reign was discontinued soon after his death and was
already a thing of the past by 1615 when Nicholas Withington
came to Indias During the 17th and 1Bth centuries the traveller
putting up in the garals were provided the services of cooks,
mostly bhatiyarins, on payment, Forater writing in 1782 says:
*The necessary sum is delivered into the hands generally of a
girly who procures the materials and dresses his (i.e.

traveller's) meal in a moat expeditious mannero"3

1. Nicholas Uithingtm, Earlz T:ayglg in II!QLE. OE.G‘;.,
Pe 225,

3. George Forster, Joyrngy from Bengal to Epncland,
Vol. I, pp. 86-=7.
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But in some of the garais even the facility of persons
cooking the meals of a traveller may not be available. Thomas
Twining writing in 1794 about his stay in a garail situated at
a distance of 16 miles from Agra on Oelhi road records that
his men having procurad necessary material for cooking "began
preparing their supper, coot? Similarly Heber {1825) notes
that at a garal in fFatehpur "for a very few plce, grass and
water will be furnished to a traveller's beasts, and wood and

earthen pots {to gook meals) to hinaal?.”z

From a description of the planning and lay-out

of few surviving structure of gargis given in the second part

of this dissertation, it appears that considerable residential
space was provided to the travellers in big garaig. In addition
to a room, there was also g porech in front of the room that
could be utilized by the inmate during summers for sleeping
purposes. In some of the garaig the space provided in the porch
was nearly equal to0 the space of the room.3 There were several
niches in the walls of thg room as well as in the porch where

lamps and amaller articles could be placed. Ffor the heavy goods

t» Thomas Twining, © s Pe 208,

2+ Re H.bar, OE'E;I" Pe 201.
3. For example, Saral Nawalganj where the area of a

room is 13.69 sqem. and the area of porch is 12.95
qum.
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of the travellers there would be separats store~housss. The
corner rooms opening into large bastion like structures noticed
in Sarai Chhaparghat, Sarai £kdil, Sarai llavalganj and Sarai
Piran could have been used for this purpaae.1 While describing
- Saif Khan's Saral at Patna Pater Mundy pointedly refers to the
exlstence of warehouses. He remarks’ “Hecre is alsoc the Palrest
Aarag +e»+ » It hath two Faire Courts, sach haveinge wars-
howses round about bsnsath, and roomes wi:h gallerias to lodge

2 It may be assumed that the management of

in alofta. eeose ¥
the garal woulc bs responeible for the sarfsty of the goods

deposited in the wvarshouse.

In almost every garal there would also be a
mogque where Muslim travellers could offer prayers. The
mosque was considered an essential part of a gﬂ;ag.z It has
been noticed in the case of Sarai Chhaparphat that from its
original plan for gsome reason mOsque was excluded, but at a
later stage it was added on the southern flank of the sastern

gateway, its courtyard opening outside ths enclosure of the

2+ For a detalled description of these structures see,
Part 11 of this dissertation.

3. Sea, fOor exawple, the plans of Damdama, Saral Ekdil,
Sarai Miran & Sarai Khudaganﬂ given in the fart Il or
this dissertation. In Sarai Khudaganj mosque is an
integral part of the main structure.

vseB7
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33331.1 The remains of mosques could not be discovered in
Saral Nawalganj and Raja ki Saral also. But these ggrais were
situated ineide Agra of Mughal period. Fresumably, during 1%th
century there would be present a number of mosques within easy
reach of the persons staylng in these garazis. This might explain
why 1t was not considered essential to provide separate mosques
in Saral Nawalganj and Raja ki Saral. However, the absence of
mosque from the plan of a garal like Chhaparghat situated in an
isolated place ssems meaningful. It is possible that from the
plan of this gapai, built during the last few yesars of Akbar's
reign, mosgue was purposely excluded on account of Akbar's
policy of discouraging the identification of state run institu-

tions with one particular raligionoz

- Every garal necessarily contained a well; the
bigger garals had even tuwo ua113-3 But curiously enough it

1. Infra.
2« CP. M. Athar Ali, ‘'Akbar and lIelam', Ingdian Higtory
Congress, 1976 {Calicut Sassian). wherein he alludes

to the "reduction in the Pflow of financial patronage,
which used to sustain a large number of mosguse,
Radrasag, and the khanqahge" because Akbar "“apparently
saw NO reason why the resources of the state should
support a class of whom he regarded as narrow minded
and hostile to his larger vision."

3. Infra.
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could not be possible to lopcats any remainas suggesting the
avallability of tollet facilities within the courtyard of the
aarais surveyed by the Department of Histocy, nor is there any
description available of sugh facilities in the literary sources.
Une may, howsver, assume that the toilets were usually built at
the four cornera of the courtyard of a garale This is suggeseted
by the original plan of "Pakki Barrack®™ a residential aenclosure
built at Aligarh in the late 19th century, presumably after the
model of a garai. In this bullding, originally, toilets were
located on the corners of central courtyarde These were small
but separate atructures having a number of partitions containing
qadamchaa .

Manucel furnishes a G:SE::EA;eacriptian of various
facilities provided in the garalg during his time. He says:
“In these aaraas travellers are peatered by dealers, who offer
for sale different kinds of cgloth, not only white, but coloursd;
also by musicians, dancing boys, women dancers, barbers, tailors,
washermen, farriers with horse-shoes, endless cheating physicians,
and many sellers of grass and straw for the horses. All these
things are cheap; but there are no longsr dainty morsels for the
foot-travellars to be eaten at the cost of the king, or any
supply of bedsteads with mattresses and sheets. Still there is

wl

never any dearth of women Of pleasure. It appears from

1 Nanucci, 0P« sy vol. I’ Ps 115,
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Manucci's temark that during 17th century different kind of
facllities were made avallable to the travellers resting in
these aarals, chief among them being the facility of marketing.
- This is also borne out by Tavernier, who, while giving the
description of a garal at Benares, observes: "In the middle of
the court there are two galléries where thay sell cottons,
silken stuffs, and other kinds of merchandise. The majority
of thoase who vend the gtods are ths workers who have mads the
pisces, and in this manner foresigners obtain them at first
haﬂd." Similarly, Thomas Tuining writing as late as in 1794
mentions that *All (men) procured pots for cooking, earthen
platea, and wood, rice, herbs, spices etce all of which are
aluays for sale In or near a sg@ral - and bagan preparing thelr
supper ceesot? It is clear Prom these statements that the
provision of shops inside the garala to facilitate marketing
tended to become a prominent feature which might sxplain why

aome garal structures later came to be identified as gapjs or
kaixaa-3

4+ Tavernier, ope.git., Vol. I, p. 118,
2+ Thomas Tuining, 9p.git., p. 208.

3. For example Saral Nawalganj in Agra.
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The facility of a sort of health-service was
also wmade avallable to the travellers resting in the garaig.
Byt the physician's servige could only be procured Oon payment.
In the passage quoted above Manuccl refers to them as “endless
cheating physicians.® 1t appears that the garais were freely
visited by many persons claiming to possess medical knowledge,
of whom only fecwere genuine. Apparently in the gazals located
in touns persons offering various services and entertainments to
the travellers were allowed free entry during the day. They were
also free to solicit customers for their eservices. Amongst them,
as Manucci suggests, were als0 included "musicians, dancing-boys
and women dancers®. Fxom the manner 1n which Manucei refers to
the presence of “women 0f pleasure" Iin the garals goes to shoy
that although their entry into garals wae not encouraged

officially, but these wers alwayas present in large numbers.

- The situation of garal facilities in Gujarat was,
however, quite diffarent. According to Edward Terry (1618),
*In this kingdom (i.as Gujarat) there are no innes to entertalne
strangerss Unely in great townes and cities are faire houses
built fPor their recert (which they call Sarray), not inhabited;
whera any passangers may have roomes freely, but must bring with
him his bedding, his cooke, and other necessaries wherein to
dresse his meate; which are usually carried on camels, or else

in carts draune with oxen, wherein they have tents to pitch when

...?1
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they meate with no Sarras."’ A similar observation has been
made by Mandelslo regarding gsaraisg in Gujarat. He writes,
"These are the garavan seras which have onely the four walls,
and a covering overhead, 30 that to be accommodated therein,

a Man muast bring along with him what is not he had thora."2
Apparently the institution of garais did not flourish to the
same extent outside the heartland of the Mughal empire, Sarajs
located outside the Gangetie plains provided to the travellers
only shelter uhereas the remaining arrangements had to be made

by the travellers themselves.

In North India, the Pacilities of bads, mattresses,
meala, and fodder etce continued to be provided in the garais
down to the end of the 18th century, though unlike Sher Shah's
time these were not available to the travellers at the expense
of the state. But care was taken by the fhatiyaras that the
meals of their choice were served to the travellers and
comfortable lodgings were provided to them. At one ogcasion
when George Forster {1793) came to "Allum Chand ki Sarai® near
Allahabad, he found that the hQhativaras were busy celebrating a
marrlage, yYet he was given "good supper and a comfortable

1l udgin Qe “3

1. Eduvard Ferry, Early Travels in India, 0D. sy Pe311.

2+ Mandelslo, Tha Travels of Pater Mundy,0psgite,P.45,n02

3. George Forster, 9pegit., p. 90.
Also see Pp. 92-3.
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From the above desoription, we may conclude that
down to Akbar's reign on the whole garal was an institution
established and subsidised by the state. A variety of facllities
including that of free meals and fodder were provided in the
8arals during the early period at the cost of the state.
Apparently, the state incurred expenses o1 running or
subsidising garaie till Akbar's time with an aim to encourage
trade and commerce. The situation in this respect changed
considerably in the 17th century when the growing needs of the
sarals due to expanding trade and commerece, resulted into the
establishment of garais that were run by the agencies other than
the states. During the 17th and 18th centuries facilities
introduced by Sher Shah and Akbar gontinued to be provided to
the travellers using garals, but these could be procured only
- on payment. But even now garalg were not run as profit earning
units and the charges made from the travellers were barsly

enough t0 meet the expenses of the service staff stationed in

the garals.



PART I1I 13

PLANNING AND LAY-OUT OF SARAIS

In the firet section of this dissertation
an attempt has been made to analyse the avallable evidence
relating to the geographical dietribution, catsgories, and
organization of the garajs of Mughal period as well as the
kind of facilities that were Provided in them for the
travellers. In this second section it is proposed to atudy
the lay~out, construction plan, and architactural features of
eight surviving structures of sarais built during the Mughal
period. UWith the help of this kind of astudy it is proposed
to trace the changes taking place in the pattern of the
utilization of space in the garal structures which in turn
would have a besaring on the evolution of this institution
in termas of its economic or administrative relevance,
facilities, and clientele. Eight garals chosen for a survey
in this conngction are those located on the two main routes
connecting Mughal capitals of Agra and Delhi with the Eaat;
onae connecting Delhi and Agra with Jaunpur via Kannauj and
the other running along the Jamuna on the right aide up to
Agra and from Agra onwards up to Ghatampur along the left side.
From Ghatampur this route shifts towards hhanges which comes
very close to Jamuna at this point. On these routes, the
total number of surviving garal structuras is quite large but
eight of them chosen for survey are in a hbetter atats of

preservation and represent the structures built at different

.1
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polnts of time from the middle of 16th century down to the
first half of 18th century. In identifying a particular
medigval structure as garal, I have been guided, apart from
tha information furnished by historical sources and
traditions, by the assumption that all those structurss
which comprise of rectangular enclosures with one or two
gateways and a row of almost identical cells fronted by
porches running along the four sides in the interior, may
safely be identified a» garaia. This seems to be, with some
variations, the model of the general plan of well-known
aarais.’

In tbe ensuy pages 1 am giving & desgription of the
following aarais’

1. Damdama

2+ Saral Chhaparghata
3. Raja ki Sarai

4. Sarai Ekdil

5. Sarai Ajlitmal

6. Saral Nawalgan]

7. Sarai Miran

1. For example, Saral Nurmahal, 16 miles south
of Jalandhar, where an inscription over the
western gateway confirms its identification
as garal. Sarai Mran in Kannauj, where too
an inscription is available. Sarai Ajitmal
in Etawa.

TS
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B. Saral Khudaganj

The description of these sarals are
arranged in a chronological saquence. Here firat
the planning and lay-out of the garal structures is
described and then an attempt is made to trace the changes

occurring in this respect.

DAMDAMNA

The sarliest of ths eight surviving
structures is Damdama, at present known also as
Reserve Police Liness. Thie is either a Pre=Mughal
or possibly a Sur buildinq'1 It i1g situated at a distancs

1. I% appears from the general plan of the structure,
the massive battlemented walls and the shaPe of the
arches in the building that i is either an sarly
Mughal or a Sur building. In the general plan
(compare, Plate 1) two featuras uhic? jand to bring
it close to that of a fortress are’ la/ Single Gate
and (b) Solid bastions at the four corners. This {a
in sharp gontrast with the general plan of the
8arais built after the establishment of the Mughal
authority in northern India on a firm footing, and
suggests that this is a structure built at a time
when even in the wviclnity of an important palgana
head=quarter like Mathura a gagal would not be
considered sscure unless it is fortifisd. The garal
Chhaparghat which is described next, is a good model
of the later day sarais having two gates, from which
solid bastions are eliminated {(compare Plats 2).
The impression gathersd from the general plan that
Damdama is a pre=-Mughal structure is further
strengthened by the shape of Lhe arches in the
gateway which have a slight drop in the curve
towards the croun unlike the developsd Tudor arch
of the Mughals. Compare Percy Broun, Indian
Arghitgcture ?Ialamic Period), p. 87.
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of tuwokme.from the Mathura cantonment Railway Station on

the Agra roade According to Growse {1883) this is one of the
five garal buildings existing at Mathura, which 'are fine
fort like buildings, with massive battlemgntsed walls and
bastions and high arched gateways«' ®The Pirst which is
shaller than the others and has been much modernized has for
many years past been ocoupied by the police reserve, and 1s

ordinarily called the Damdama."1

Damdama 18 a square snclosure covering an
area of 142.50 X 412.50 aqm. with high battlemented walls
all around and four bastions of the shape of an irregular
pentagon on the corners. Thaere is ong gateway which
opens on the northern side. Inside the enclosure, row of

2 taking measure-

rooms runs along all the four sides.
ments of the rooms it was discovered thzt all the extant
rooms with the exception of one big room in the centrs of

the eaoterh wing are of equal size. It may suggest that
originally there might have existed big rooms of the same
size in the centre of the southern and western wings as well.

On ageount of the rooms in the eastern wing which is

completely intact, the total number of ordginary rooms yas

te F.3. Growse, Mathurai: A District Mamoir, pP. 29.
2. Sge Plate I.
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calculated to be 110. Including the three bigger rooms,

the total number of roome in the zaraj comes to 193, Inside
the enclosure are also located two wells and a small mosque
of which the well located next to ths mosque seems to belong

to a mueh earlier pesriocd than the other two atructuras.1

An ordinary room of the aazral is a square of
3.30 X 3.30 sgme and is fronted by an arched opening of
1.75 X 3.30 sgm. which is more or less liks a porch. A
smaller arch of width 1.00 m. provides entry to the main
chamber of the room. At present the rocme have one window
each in the rear walls, but these seem to be later additions
as no original arch is visible in the walls. The bigger
room surviving on the sastern side 4is a rsctangle of
6+90 X 3.30 agm. It is fronted with a verandah coverad

with stone slabs supported on iron rails.

The gateway of the garaj ae it stands tocday
covers a total plinth area of 13.70 X 16.05 agm. There

are five arches in the gaté as 1t stands at present. But

1. This well is at present covered with a roofed room
gontaining 2 tubewell. But thers are still clearly
visible four red sand-stone slabs of egual length
fixed in the wall of the well on different sides.
Each one of these slabs carry a circular hole.
Apparently this arrangement was meant to support
someg mechanical device for lifting water Ffrom the
well. Moreover the bricks used in this wsll are
smaller in size as compared to0 the modern larger
brieks used in the Oother well up to almost the
vater level. L )

DE 71 o
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one arch at the northern end is clsarly a later addition

as borne out by the joint gothic pillars sustaining the
arch, a typical feature of the Britiah architecture in
India. Morsover, it is an absolute arch which is nowhere
found in the early bulldings of that period. Raemaining
four arches are of the pointed horse-shoe shape and were
part of the original structure. The space on both the sides
of the main passage is occupied by a dcouble storey complex

conslsting of a number of rooms and OPen spacess

Bastions on the four corners are solid
structures. There is one set of stairs leading up to
the roof of the rooms and bastions in the south~western
corner. This kind of bastions would not possibly be of
any use for providing residentlial facility to the persons
staying in the garai. It is obviously o feature designed
to strengthen the fortification of this building.

SARAI CHHAPARGHAT

This garal, appParently, bullt during Akbar's
reign is located at Chhaparghat, 8 km. sast of Bhognipur
on way to Ghatalpur-1 William Finch, who visited India

1« William Finch (Early Travels in India, ed.
W. Foster p. 179) mentions that he staysd in this garai when
he Passed through this place in 1611. He nowhere indicates tha
it was e¢stablished only recently; this suggests that it wase
built several years befors he came to this place. from the
shape of the arches of tha gateways it is obvious that this
building was erscted somes time after the technique of making
Tudor arch was already parfected under Akbar.
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in 1608~11 has left the following description of this

aaral. "Here is one of the Palrest garaiesin India, like

a goodly castle then a inne to lodge strangers; ths lodgings
vary faire of stong, with lockes and ksyes, able to lodge a
thousand men. A man can scarse shoote Prom side to side with
an arrﬂu3'1 Peter Mundy also gives a detalled description
of this aaral. "Two course before wee name to this place
{Shankar=ki 23331), wea pPassed through Chuppergutta
{Chaparghata), where is the fairest and formalest saras that
I have yett seene, with 4 faire Towers att the 4 Corners, and
2 stately gates att cominge in and going out, with a verie
highe wall round about, full of Battlewents, as yett all
compleat. By it runs a little River with a Stone bridge over
it. It runs into Jemina, which was againe in sight not /2
a mile off. "2

It is a massive structure standing upon a
platform just beside the road on the socuth. In this
building bricks of unusually large size are used, which to
the best of my knowledge, are not found in other Mughal
buildings. From a visual inspection it appeared that the

1. karly Travels in India, ed. W. Foster, p. 179.
2. T [#) P M s OFe cito, Pea go.
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size of these bricks waes more or less thg same as those

of Kushanap period. OBut inside the garal as well in its
vicinity there were no signs of Kushana remains, from yhere
such a large number of bricks could be obtained for this
structure. Moreover the state of weathering of the bricks
does not permit their identification with Kushana bricks.
The only explanation that one may venture to suggest is that
these wvere especially made for the construction of this
building.

Sarai Chhaparghat is a rectangular anclosurei
covering an area of 16B8.86 X 105.U5 sqe me with high wall
all arounds Two meter high platform on which the entire
building stands, gives an added effsct of height to the
walls. There ars two gateways in the garal on the eastern
and western sides. There is an old waell in the south-gastern
corﬁqr of the snclosure, but no remains of a mosque are
visible anywhere inside. Rooms in the garai run along all
the four sides and are identical in design and dimensiona with
the exception of two bigger rooms in the centre of northern
and socuthern eidea. It appears that originally there were
four corner rooms which, opened into the octagonal astructures
that looked like bastions: These were the structure; that are
refercred to by Peter Mundy as 'Towers'. But all of them are
in a stete of ruin. According to local tradition the
'bastions' and a agction of the eastern wing of the garal were

demolished by the British forces in 1857.
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An ordinary room of the garal is an irregular
hexagon covering an area of 14.87 sq. m. It is fronted by
a half-domed opening of 2.30 X 3.20 sg. m. Maln chamber of
the room is gntered through an arch of width 1.20 m. Just
above this arch is a small opening in the wall apparently,
meant for ventilation and light. Every alternate room is
connected with the next adjacent room through an arched
opening of width 1.20 m« 4n the common wall. It is
interesting to note that even though altarnate rooms are
interconnectaed, the half-domed porches cutside them are not.
This arrangement of tuo-reom sultes ls unusual and is not
found in any other garsi. Llarger rooms in the centre of
southern and western sides are of {he shape of an irregular
polygon. A side room alac of the shape of an irregular

polygon is attachgd to them on one sids.

Both the gateways are similar in design and
siza. Thease are double storey structures covering a
plinth area of 19.18 X 28.10 agq. m« In each one of them
two lofty arches of horseshoe shape, extending up to the
total height of the gate stand on the esastern and western
ends of the structure. Maln entry is, however, formed by
a smaller arch of width 3.40 m. which leads us inside the
garal through the central octagonal chamber of the gaksway.

This chamber is covered with a vaulted dome.

.. 8%
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The sastern gate 1s flanked on ths south by
domed structures forming four rooms which are in a ruined
state. H#rched niches in the walls of the first room are
cléarly visible. As there arg no remains of a mosgue inside
the snclosure it may be presumed that this complex would
have served as a mosgue. #Possibly the moaque was nhot included

in the original plan of the garal, but was added afterwarcs.

flanking thas eastern gate on the north is
a double-storey structure with half-domad spacings in
each storey opening in its facade. This structure would
frobably have mested the residential requirements of the
service staff in the garal. A staircase onening in the
southern wall of the gate fom inside leads to the roof of

the rooms and the uppaeratorey of the gats.

It is evident from a comparison of the general
plan and structure of this aaral with that of Damdama that
certain new features in the garajl building are emerging.
Single gate of Damdama is replaced by two gates on both the
sldes. This was done probably to regulate and facilitate the
entry and exit of tha travellsrs. Such a change could be
pogsible, aPparently on account of growing political stability.
Thia kind of general plan having tuc gates 1s retained in the
aarais built subsequently. The above comparison also shous
that the ratlio between the space coOvered by a gate and the

total area of the saral diminishes considerably. While in

.-
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Damdama thie ratio is 1357, gsimilar figures for Sarai
Chhaparghat would be 1332. If both the gates of the latter
structure are taken into account, then this ratio would come
down to 1316. Thug it is obvious that area covered by the
gates of the aaral, where the rooms for the stationing of the
8aral-staff were ganerally located, 18 increasing drastically.
Perhaps to a certain extent this change could alsc have bsen
necessitated because of the tendency to provide larger space

for storage within the garai.

The bastions in this ggrajl were made hollow
unlike the asolid bastions of Damdamas These were probably
used as rooms though their purpose is not cleare This
change, apart from providing extra spacs fcr stores etcs is
also indicative of a change in the conception of the structure
of a garal. It ssems that a garai is no longer designed after
the model of a fortress, and therefore the bastions on the
corners that are found in Damdama are now besolnning to give
way to corner rooms, which tend to becoma almost an essential

feature in the later garala.

RAJA KI SARAl

This, a garal of Jahangir's reign, is located
near Aram Bagh in Agra. It is locally known aes 'Raja ki

Surai' and is situated to the east of Aram dagh on the river

.. .8%
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bank. At present there is an orchard flanking this building
on the sast which seems to be the site of yet another #Mughal
gardene This 1s indicated by a well located on its north=-
waestarn corner towards the Jamuna which from a distance looked
eimilar in desicon to the wells on the northe~yestern and

south-westorn corpers of Aram Bagh facing the river.

Peter Mundy describes a gagral located on the
left bank of the Jamuna in tha following words$ *I departed
from our howse in Agra, beinge in the streste called
Pyullhuttes (nhal:haiila fruit and vegetable markat), and
erossing over the river. { came to Noors mohol ca sara
{1 courao), which is a very falre one, Luilt by the old Gueens
Noors mohol {Nur Mahal) for the accommogation of Travellers,
in which wmay atand 500 horse, and there may convenlently lyes
2 or 3000 pecple; All of Stona, not one pelce of Timber in it,

1

the roomes all arched, each with a severall Copula. It stands

1. There ia probablz a mistake in Pater Mundy's
description. If 'Copula' {cupola) has been used
in its true architectural sense, it seems improbable
that a room of 3.25 X 3.15 sqe me would have
possssaad sevaral of these. My suapicion is that
the word 'Copula' has been used for niches in the
room, which are four in aach room.

. 8§
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betwene TwO gardens built also by har«®! This descriptian
almost exactly fits this building which, as we have noticed
above, was originally located between two gardens. NO other
struoture on the left bank of the river and flanked by two
gardens is traceable. In this identification there is only
one debatable point which nesds to be settled. Pster Mundy
states that both the gardens flanking Nur mahal's garal were
'built' by Nur Jahan herself. As noted above, thes garden
flanking Raja ki Sarai on the weast is Apam Bagh. It {is
possible that the garden on ths gastern side of the garal ef
was built by Nur Jahan, and this confused Peter Mundy into
imagining that the other garden was also established by her.
The aaraj is a rectangle of 185.60 X 37.20 sq.m.
with two gates on the eastern and western sides respectively-2
There are only two rows of identical rooms running along the
northern and southern sides. There ias no mosque inside the

aaral enclosure, nor is there any well inside.

1. Th. T:ﬂ!gl! of Pﬂtn: Hgnd!, Ops pite, PPe 78-9.
Cre 3 oiz's Indla, trs WeHe Morsland & P. Geyl,
pe 4. It seems that the ‘Noore mohol ca sara' of
Peter Mundy is the same building as the garal that
was established according to Pelsaret, by 'the
officers of Nur Jahan Begam', on the left bank of
Jamuna in a city named Sikandra, where custom duties
ware collected by har staff from the traders bringing
products of Bengal and other eastern provinces.

2+ See Plate 3.
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All the rooms in the garal are of equal
slze, and sach one is8 a rectangle covering an area of
3:25 X 3.15 aqe me, Pronted by a porch of 2.25 X 3.25 sge me
Entry to the main chamber of the room is through an arched
door. The porches are Interconnected through opgnings in the
side valls, thus forming a long colonnade. In the centre of
the northern side is a pavillion of 3.20 X 3.10 sq+ me Opening
towards the esast. It is pussible that this opening connected
the saral enclosure with the garden on the northern side. In
the south~uestaern corner a small sub-enclosure containing a
number of soattersd structures of varying sizes 1s noticeable,

but it does not appear to be a part of the original plan.

The eaatern gateway which is now much
dilapidated, probably formed the main entranca for
traveller coming from east. Only two arches of this
structure remain now. Marke of post holes are still visible
in this gatsway. It was flanked on both sides by smaller
entry points, but the structure does not exist now. The

western gatewvay is in still worse state of ruin.

This garaj provides an unusual plan. Unlike
the ractangular or squars garajs, the length of this the
2aral is much greater than its breadth and gives its plan
rather disproportionate appearance. The gates are much simpler
than the gates of Damdama and garaj at Chhaparghat. Probably,
the location of the saral being so close to capital, it did

not require strong gates for security. An additional featurs

...8%
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here is the inter-connected porches forming a colonnade
in front of the rooms which provides sheltered access to
each room. This arrangemant has not been noticed in any one

of the garals surveyed till nuu."

SARARI EKDIL

This garal built during Shahjahan's reign,
is located in EWdil, a small township situated 8 kms.
east of Etawa on national highway number 2, one km. north
of the main roads The presentday township of Ekdil is
situated inside the compound of the aarai. On the top of
the western-gate of the garai, there is a Persian inscription
in pastallq inscribed in red aand-atana2
certain noble Yakdil Khan of having established (karel abadan.
tan attractive locality' {(pauza-i dilkash) named yakdilabad

during the reign of Shahjahan.3 From this inscription it

which credits a

1« This arrangement is not seen in the following
aarals surveyed by usé Damdama; 3araji Chhaparghat;
Saral Ekdil, Saral Ajitmal; Szral Miran, Nawalganj;
Khudaganj _a..':aL

2+ Cfs YoK. Bukharl, 'Two Persian Inscriptions of the
reign of Shah Jahan from Sarai Ekdil, Oistrict
Etawahy Eplgrarhia Indica 1953 and 1554, Pp. 44-45.
The text of the insecription and its English
translation as read by Bukhari, ars given bslow?

Oi)L [I] Ob [("}J]/ IQL?‘O]L'“»_L”.‘ J))(J'L/m

[holivt 2 53,07 E 1N o chi?)’ﬂﬁdaguu
UL;JJIJJ|6 Uy Uyr,jl//ugﬁ/;,@ Yo
OL[JJC'LP[J’_]{D]L):—-“ M L/[L)))Jr.(,.lf o

(;)\5‘)): c//"’[!]u[»'l] U“JJ'J ((JL} T
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aPPears that the this place also contained a garden having

a number of trees and flower beds. The chronogram given in

the same inscription for the year of the construction (gal-i
tamixaah) of this building reads Sarai Yakdil Khap. It is
aPparently on the basia of this chronogram that this place
came t0 be popularly identified as 'Sarai Ekdil' instead of
'Yakdilabad' as identified in the second line of the inscription
But there 1s one serious problem sbout this chronogram. It
yilelds A.He. 986 and not 1039 as suggested by Y.K. Bukhari. But
at the same time there cannot be any doubt that this structure
was built either during Jahangir's reign or that of Shahjahan,
and that Yakdil Khan who built it was a servant of Shahjahan.’
This 1s partly borne out by the first line of the above
inscription itself as well as by another inscription on the
entrance of a mosque aituated inside the garal which gives A.H.
1042 as the date of the construction of the latter bullding.
This other inscription 1s also noted by Bukhari and his
reading of the date given in diglts agrees with our reading.

In this light the date of the construction of the main
structure and its gates given by Bukhari viz. A.H. 1039 yould
appear plausible. But Bukhari's contention that the words
preceding the expression Saral Yakdil Khan are amad awa and
not amad awaz and that these words are a part of the chronogram

i3 clearly unacceptablee Thus thg formula from which he works

e
4-2) During the reion of the Empgror of the world (Shah Jahan),
Yakdil) founded for the (Comfort) of the public a charming place

Yakdilabad, (which is the) envy (of Baghdad a3d the rival of
13afahan3-

(3) (On account of its flourishing gardens and blooming.cypress-
rees and orchards) it is proverbially the second paradice on earth.
%43 Whosoever rests (therein) for a while feels immune from the

terrors of the world.
5) I sought -~--——= (the year) of its construction; the voice

Ecame)S the inn of Yakdil Khan.
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out A.H. 1039 1s rather absurd and this date cannot be
accePted as authentice There is also an inscription on the
eastern gate which 1s at present in a mutiliated state. It
could not be possible to decipPher it and know the date given

in this inscription. Thue the problem as to why the

chronogram given in the inscription on the western gate ylelds
A.H. 986 remains unanswered unless uwe Presume that Bukhari's
reading as well as our reading of its wordings 1s entirely
wronge I am, however, not in a position to hazard any guess
about the alternate wordings of the chronogram as I do not have

at my disposal an gstampage of the original.

According to the local tradition reproduced in
Dfstrict Gazattaser, the place was first settled by Saksena
Kayasths and prior to the establishment of Saral E£kdil this
Place was known as Saral Rupa-1 Buring our survey of the
Place, we tried to ascertain the origln of this tradition but
Nno Ong seemed t0 have remsmbasred it. The local people did
ldentify a small cluster of houses in the north-eastern part
of the enclosure ;s mohalla Kayasthan where about fourteen
families of Saksena Kayasths live today. But even these

Kayasths did not show familiarity with the tradition agbout

%« A.E. Atkinson, Oistrict Gazetiger, Etawa,
Vol. 1V (1876 g PP 470=-T71.
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Sarai Rups.1

Saral E£kdil 1s a rectangular erclosure
covering an area of 133.60 x 146.50 sqe me with two
gateways in the eastern and western sides resDectiualyf
AR metalled road now runs across the enclosure through these
gatese. There were four circular bastions in the corners, but
they are demolished now. There is a domed mosque in the
northern half of the enclosure and two wells in the centre of
the courtyard, one wach on the northern and southern slides.
Many of the rooms of the garal have probably vanished. OUnly
a amall roy running along eastern and scuthern walls in the
aouth eastern corner, containing 2% rooms has survived. The
local populatlion fdentifies the south=-gastern part of the
enclosure as the garal, which implies that the remaining part
of the enclosure came to be rapresented as a township of which
garal was a part. It is interesting to note that all the
twenty one rooms running along the interior wall of the
enclosure that have survived are located in this part. The

inscription on the western gate also indicates that t#e saral

1 CP. Report of the Survey of Mgdieval Monuments
carrisd out by a team of the members of the Depart-
ment of History, Aligarh PMuslim University,
consisting of Igtidar Alam Khan, Jamal Mohd.3iddiqi,
Ravindra Kumar Srivastava, Nasir Ali Zaidi, Mohd.
Taskeen & Mohd. Shareef, in May and September '77.
The report is to be published shortlye.

2. See Prate 1]
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was a Part of the locality named Yakdilabad. One may
therefore assume that either only the suuthern half or even
south-eastern quarter of the sncleaurs was meant for use as a
aaral, whereas the rest of the place cunstituted the dwelling
houses and garden. Incidentally the area of this enclosure is
very large as compared to the area covered by the garaia
described so far. It, thersfore, seems improbable that the
entire enclosure would hava possessgd rooms for the purpose

of a garal. It is however difficult to guess the actual
extent of the part covered by the garal as the enclosure is

at present thickly populated oblitsrating the original

divisions.

Each room of the garal is a rectangle
covering an area of 3.10 X 3.20 sqe m. and is fronted
by an arched opening of 3.20 X 1.60 sge ms« Entry to the
main chamber of the room is provided through an arch of width
1400 me Roof of the rooms is vaulteds There are three
niches in the walls of each room and three niches in each
porche Nine rooms of this description are on the eastaern
side between ths gate and the structure at the corner. The
number of rooms on the southern side extending from the small
complex of rooms on the south-eastern corner is twelve. The
complex of rooms on tha south-gastern corner comprise of two
rooms and the circular structure that looks like a bastion
from outsides« The rooms of this complex are of the ordinary

size (i.e+ 3410 X 3.20 sqs me) and opsn through one meter



arches in the hollow 'bastion'. As the bastion was in a
completely ruined state, it could not bz measured, On the
basis of the measurements of the rooms in this garal, one wmay
point out that the total space provided to a travellar for

his use ia comparatively amallar.

The plinth area of the entire complex of
the western gate 1s 17 x 863 sge me which is larger than
the eastern gate covering an area of 5.95 x 3.95 sgqe me The
western=-gate congists of three pointed horse~shoe shaped
arches of width 3.25 m. gach, in a rowe. Large spaces of 4.24 x
3+75 8q+ me opgn on both the sides of the main passage. Stone
platforms supported on brackets are provided in these spaces
one each on both the sides. There are steps on both the
flanks of the gateway from inside, which take us to the
platforms and alaso to the roof of the gateway. Woodan doors
are Pixed in the gateway, which onen inside. Near tha parapet
of the gateway are drooping @aves supported on bracketa. HRed
sandstone facing relieved with nice geomatrical designas gives
an elegant look to the gatewaye. There is an insaription in

red sangstong over the entrance arch.

The eastern gate is a smaller structure
sovering a plinth area of 5.95 x 395 sqgs me It conslsts
of three pointed horse-shoe arches. The width of the inner-
most arch is 4.15 m. and of the other tuoc arches is 3.7% m.

eachs A yooden door, which opens inside is also fixed in this

...q%
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gateway. Red sandstone facing is provided to this gateway
and there is an Inscription also on the facade, but it has

Pesled off considerably.

This garaj is a typlcal example where the gaxal
structure becomes part of a larger locality. Apparently
the establishment of this kind of complexes becams common
during tha 17th & 48th centuries. Sarai Miran eastablished
at Kannauj by a certain ﬂézza&ufdAM*~£~*mmdnuing Aurangzeb's
reign was als0 a part of the same kind of complex though unlike
Sarai Ekgil the enclosure of the former garai was clearly
demarcated and the other compopnents of tihe cuLaplex wers
located outsice the enclosure. Itimad Ali Khan writing in
1717-27 mentions a pyge established by Abdus Sz=mad Khan which
included orcharde, a ggral and nammam-1 it is cbviously =
description of basically the safe kind of comslex as the

above tuyo.

K Itimad Rli Kh&ln’ Ops i L e Te
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SARAT AJITMAL

Sarai Ajitmal is situated 43 Kms. gast of
Etava on national highway number 2. According to Atkinson,
“Ajitmal wae one of the aarajs on the old imperial road betwesn
Agra and Kalpi.'1 There is an inscription on the western gate
of the garal which gives the date of its construction as A.H.
1049.2 The wordings of this inscription are, howsver, out-
landish and do not fully conform to the usual pattern. The
small size of the marble tablet on which the inscription is
engraved, and alsc the use 0f the word puaflqg in the last line
instead of wore correct usage pytabliq creates doubt about the
authenticity of the inscription. But it was certainly there in
A.Ds 1876 when Atkinson complled the Gazetteer of Etawah Oistrict.
He has pointedly referred to this inscription though he misreads

the date as 1059 in place of 1049, One may assume that this

1« A.E. “tkiﬂsm’ Op« QL;.. Pe 4060

2+« The text of the inscription and 1its &nglish
translation are given bheloy?

1oy . lm;dﬁ-juibl:‘)LuLgab
”Jé”fdjbu/yw/,)%gy,dj/,

Jranslatdiop?

Shahjahan Badshah Ghazi

Saral Ajit Mal Kayat in the Regnal year seees
corresponding to A.H. 1049. Samuat 1698.



inscription was put up by the kavagth zamingdars of this place
sOme time befoOrs 1368.1 Apparently the name of the garal and
the date of its construction were given in this inscription on

the strength of some surviving tradition or record.

Peter Mundy, writing in 4632, has mentionasd
"Jannke Sara" as located somewhere near the Present site of
Sarai AJitmal-2 This makes 1t plausible that the garai
mentioned by Peter Mundy is the same structure which later on

camg to be identified as Saral Ajitmal on agcount of the

inscription put up by Kayasth zamindars of the locality. Present
day tounship of Ajitmal is situated ilnside the compound of ths
saral.

The garal was probably a rectangular enclosure,
the length of which could be mgasured as 17530 m. The wall
of the enclosure is nearly destroyed. OUnly a small portion of

the wall survives in the south=-gastern corner, which is battle-

1. Cf. Report of the Survey, AMU., Aligarh.
Agcording to Mr 3ai Narain Agarwal ?75 years)
s/o Lala Ram Suaroop Agarwal, a local resident,
the place was once owned by Kayasth Zamindars. OBut
presently only few families of Kayasthas live here,
most of them having migrated to other places during
the last feu decades.

2o T T ) P i ’ OEzQiL"a Fe 88.



mented. Few surviving rooms of the garaj are also located
here. Each room {s a rectangle and has an arched portico in
front of it similar to Sarai Ekdil. It pould not be possible
to measure the rooms but from a visual Inspection it could be
guessed that these are of same aize as the rooms of Saral kkdgil.
The garaj has two lofty gateways on the eastern and westarn
sidess A mosque ls situated in the south-eastern guarter of
garai but it appears tc be a recent structure. Few remains of
an octagonal "bastion®™ on the south~uyestern side are still
visible. These remains are in an almast straight alignment
with the western gateway suggesting that 1t was one of the
corners of the garal enclosure. Probably similar structures
existed on the remaining three corners of the enclosre, but

at present these ars not traceable.

Western gateway covers a pPlinth area of
1150 x 41.70 8q. me It consigts of three arches of
width 375 me each in a rowe The outermost arch is multi-
foliated and the remaining two are of the pointed horse-shoe
shape. Rectangular sPaces of 2 x 4.10 sq. m. each open on both
sides of the main passages A wooden door which opens inside ls
fixed in this gateway. Two ogtagonal turrets (one side being
1.70 m.) surmounted with ghhatris flank the main entry on both
sidess The parapet of the gateway is battlemented. The fPacade
is treated with red sand stone facing relieved in crude

scul pturs of flower vases and geometrical designs. There is a



small marble tablet on top of the gateway, containing an

inscription in Peraian.

The eastern gatasway of the garal f3 slightly
smaller than the one on western side. It covers a total
plinth area of 14.80 x 7.90 sq. me and consists of three
arches of pointed horss-shore shape in a row. The width of
the outermost arch is 4.20 me and of the remaining two arches
is 3.80 ms each. This gateway i{a also flanked by two octagonal
turrets (one side belng 1.70 m.) surmounted with ghhatris. The
parapet of the gateway is battlementeds Jt was once plastered

but most of it has given way nou.

It appears from the above description that the
plan of this garal resembles closely that of sarai Ekdil. If
the length of this garal is any indication of its size, it was
probably bigger than all the other garals discussed till now.
The space provided in the main gate on the western side
diminishes slightly in this garal as compared to Saral Ekdil.
But the space in the rear gate increases considerably. It tends

to become as large as the main gatewaye.

SARAI NAWALGANJ

This garal is situated nearly 500 m. north
eagl of ltimad-ud Daula's tomb in Agra. At present this

building is in the possession of Kunuwar Raghunatnh Singh, a



resident of the village Nunihai, yho realizes rent from the
people 1living in the rooms in this building. There does not
exist any inseription or other kind of authentic evidence
establishing the identity of this buildings It seems that the
surviving traditions about this structure during the 19th century
were of oconflicting nature. While Raja Ram writing a few years
before mutiny identified this place as a Kgkra, built by Shaista
Khan during Shahjahan's reign for his oun rasidencs,1 Carllevle
o the other hand recorded in 1871-72 that this structure was
known to have been bullt by certain noble of Shahjahan, Salat
Khan, as a katga.> According to him the name of the place
Nawalgan] 1s a corruption of a longer designation "Katra Nawab
Ganje® It 15 apparently on the basls of the use of term ganj
in the name of this structure that Carlleyle hazards the
conjecture that 1t was meant for use as e market place. In
any case from the contradictory traditions mentionad by the above
two authorities it is obvious that the present ldentification
of the struoture is doubtful though from the architectural
motife used in the bullding such as multifoliated arches in the

1+ '"The Gardens of Agra', Journal of U.P. Historical
Soclgty, Vol. IV, 1928, Part I, op. 15-16.

2+ ARsCebe Carlleyls, Apghagological Survey of Ingdia.
Report for the year 1871-72, Vol. IV, pp. 159-62.
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Cupola on the western gateway, it seems probable that this

structure was built during Shahjahan's reign.

However, as the plan of this building conformes
to that of the usual plan of a garal, we Presume it as a garaji
building. OUne can be Pretty certain that this kind of
guadrangle containing rows of small rooms on all the four sides
having two gates opening directly into a courtyard could not
have baen originally built for the residence of a noble of
Shalsta Khan's standing and status. The greater likelihood
appears to be that originally this structure was planned as a
aaral but later on it came tC be gradually used entiraly as a
market place which caused it te bs known as a Katra or ganj-e

This bullding comprises a square enclosure
covering an area Of 11525 x 115+25 8qe m. with high battle-
mented walls all around and four octagonal “bastions®" at the
corners} There are tuo lofty gateways on the eastern and
western sides. Rooms run along all the four sides inside the
compound with two larger rooms on the northern and southern sides
respectivelys The corner rooms open into the "bastions™, which
are hollow structures. A well is situated to the south of the
vestern gate inside the compound. There is no surviving
structure of a mosque inside this building. The total number

of rooms is 86 including two larger rooms.

L See Pladc 5



Ordinary rooms of the building are identical
in size and shape. Eagh ordinary room is a square of
3.70 x 370 8q» me with an arched opening of 3.70 x 3.50 gqem.
forming the porche Larger rooms are located almost in the
centre Of nokthern and southern sldes respectively, and t0 make
them wider than the ordinary rooms, the rear walls are
projected outside. It gould not be possible to measure these
rooms because of the non-gooperative attitude of the present
oceupants. But Carlleylse has given the measurements of these
rooms as 38'3* x 30" gqeft (1.0. 1166 x 4414 sg. m.), which

may be safely treated as accurata.1

The gate on the western side is bigger than
the ong on the eastern aide. It covers a total plinth
area 0of 8,90 x 9.35 sq. m« This gate consists of thraee arches
in a row. Outermost arch is half-domed with a width 4.67 m.,
while the other two arches are of tha width 3.95 m. each. Un

both gides of the main passage are vaulted spaces of 2.20 x 4.80

4+ Carlieyle has als0 given othar mepasurements
of the bullding. His measurement of the total
area of the snclosure as well that of covered space
ocgupied by the rooms and porches nearly corresponds
with our measurements. But his measurements of the
gates differ with cur measursment substantiadly.
While our measurement shows that the eastern gateway
is slightly smaller than the western gateway,
aceording to Carlleyle, the plintiarea of both the
gateways 1s equal {(40G'10® x 35'8" aq. fit). For
our measurements of the gateways see infra.



sqe M. esachs Main passage is also covered with a2 vaulted

roof. Tuwo sets of steps opening on both the Planks of gatauay
from inslde lead up ¢t0 the roof of the rooms and the gataway.
The western gateway was originally surmounted with Pour cupolas

of which only one remain now.

Eastern gateway 1s 1in a ruined state. It
covers a pPlinth area of 3.95 x 2.32 sgqe m+s and consiste of
only two arches of width 3.95 me each: The roof of the
gateway has fallen. Two staircases open in the flanks of the

gateway from insids.

It is evident from the plan of this garai
that tohkal residential space provided in it is larger than
all other garalg describaed so Par. But the space provided in

the gateways is smaller than other structures.

SARAI MIRAN

Thia is a garaj located at Kannauj.1 The
locality in which this garal is situated is knoun after
its namee An inscription in Pyrsian engraved on a marble

tablet ia placed over the top of the northern gatsway of the

1e a gubdiuisiﬂnal headquarter in DOistrict Farrukhabad,
* e



the ﬂm.1 According to this inecription the bullding

housing the garal was built in A.H. 1094/A.D. 1682 and it was
named Muhammadabad Kabir. The last expression (Muhammadabad
Kabir) ylelds the dats of fts construction i.e. 1094. About
this inscription it is noteworthy that it nogyhere indicates thai
the building to whigh it is referring was meant for housing a
gaxai. On the other hand the use of expression abad ahuda {was
populated) and the nams of the place giving the date of
construction (Muhammadabad Kabir) go to show that it was
visualized as some kind of amall township or locality. It wmay
be suggested that the inscription is referring here to a whole
complex of which the present garaji was only the most important
parte This is borne out by the surviving evidence in the form of

original documente referred to in the Civil suit No. 47 of 1952

4. A aubdivisional headguarber in Bistried Farrukhabad,

1+ The text of the inspription and ite English translatior
are given below:
Toxt: (
Z 7

-ﬂijuﬁ;./\__}//)l\_:))))J)

U L

J{ﬁgﬁ))y’f@/yl

Tranalation? NP
Huua (Name of God)

During the reign of the King Alamgir /

vas B;tablishad a locality resembling paradise/"
in 1094

which is equal to pricelsss 'Muhammadabad Kabir /



the sarshe! Accerding t» Shie inscription the building

housing the uﬂllﬂwﬁ in AcMe 1094/A.B: 1682 and 1t was
ransd Muhasmadabad wh The last expression (Muhamsadebad
Kabir) yields the date of 1ts construstion f.e. 1094. Abowt
this insaription 14 is adteverthy that it nowhere indicates that
the building to whigh 1% 1is referrving uas seant for housing a
aarads On  tha ethe? hand the use of expression ahad ahida (vas
populated) and the mame of the place giving the date of
construetion (Ruhemsesiabad Kabir) go ¢o show that it vae
visualized as soms kind of emgll towmship or logality. It wmay
be suggested thet the m;pum is teferring hers to a vhels
complex of whioh the prasent gazal wvas only the most fmpsrtent
parte This is borne out by 'th- surviving -Icvtdmu in tha form of
original documents raferred to in the Civil suit No. 47 of 1982

4¢ A subdivisiongl heudquartsr in Bietviet Farpuithebed,

1 The text of the insoripkion and its English translatioen

ars given below?
s, e
| /ﬁ b s Fo s 1
PP OE A
dlp o sransy
Ieanalation? Aol Eeo,

Huua Oiame of God)

During the reign of the King Alugtt /

:n a;}ablishod 2 locality ressabling paradise /"
n 1 : i

which is squal to priceless 'Mihemmadabad Kebir /



whioh alludes t0 orchards snd other property attashed to the
aaxal.’

The sazal has s sgquare enolosure govering an
area of 128.20 x 126.20 agems with high -ujtﬁ‘mtu walle
all arounde There are four cetagonal h#tims an the cormners.
The aazal has Su0 gateyays on the nogth@rﬁn and southern sides.
There is a mosgue in the a&tn c_f- the oq;laluuro and one well
in the ouriyard of the mosgqua. faoems '1u§'tho AARa) run along
all the four sides: Thears ars four anrn-? rooms, but unlike
Damdama, Chhaparghat and Nawalgan] thers @tn no big rooms
located in the centre of each sidae Total numbsr of rocss in
the aazal inoluding oorner rooms L{e 98.

All the rooms of the aasal Inuh tl‘u sxosption -
of oGrher rOOms are .tnutinl_ in design c_hd dimensions. Laoh
TOOm fs a sguare, covaring m aresa of 3-'# X 3:75 sqems and
1s fzonted by an arched opening of 2.40 x 3.75 sq.ms The main
ghamber of the room is sntered through q ssaller areh of wldth
1+42 a--. YThers is a smpall arohed support | in the rear wall of
sach room probably providing for s ua.mld;, but ¢ 4is filled up

Ny

Corner rooms of the gaxal are puﬂ-gmu entared through
arched doors of width 1.20 me These recss further epen fnto the
hollow octagonal bastions through 1,00 a« arches in the

corresponding walls.

1+ Gf. Civil Suit No., 47 of 1952, pRe alde



bavay A8 » double at;ouy

strusture oovering an m o $9.08 x zz-ril sqeme It
sonsists of five avehes - fuse mumuwe helf-domed arches
at the snds of the gils aad thres Pointed horss=shos arshes
betwsen them. The wldth of the Mﬂfﬂl{ltu arghes is 4487 m
sach and  she wieth of the other arshes 13 4.07 me sach. Arshed
sPanss sovering en aves of 3.78 x 4.90 .q+s. edgh open on both
sides of the Nain passsges Parapet of tmi gatsvay is battle-
mented: On the pansls of the gatevay are oriel windous. The
gate ia plastersd snd Yed 3sndestons fn#.nq is provided.

The gatsusy o the seuthern side s mush aispler,
enaisting of tuo poindsd Nesas~shos arohas of width 3.27 m.
sash and Plaged at & distance of .18 m. ;frm sagh other
forming the main passages Thess are nm;lud on eaoh side by
an arch of mugh smaller width. The gate Lts in single asterey
and has Been Pilled up with bricks lately.

The most notigeabls changs c".ei}iul in the
plan of this sazal is the redustion in size of ene of the
gutes £o s smeiderables extent. lpumﬂy the ¢hun91n2 .
pelitical gonditions and grewing tmtahtlity dlctat-dk’ n T
the progess of eonversion of saolig hutﬂ;m inte hallew sastions
gtung way &9 cornaer roomsy that had h-go.:p in 3aral Chhaparghat,
ssens to have Tsashed its culmination 1in this aaRalk. The
hallew ogtagonal bastions in this papal sre converted into
beautiful corner rooms spparzently meant !rn: stores sto. Another
intaresting featurs is tha shasnce of mv bigger room in the

aakal, spart from corner rooms.



SARAL KIGIDAGAND

A 2azai dating bagk to the Pirst half of
“$he esightesnth oantury is legated at Xhudaganj, a township
situated 24 kns. southwgast of Farrukhebad: MNgar the western
sutskizts of the town, the main read passes through this gazal,
wish 1a epresc on both sides of the read. This sazal s
desetibed in the Riatxict Gazstiask of Ferrukhabad in the
fellsuing worda! "Khudagani owed lt.-fmr importance to its
pasition as a helting place at the erassing of the Xall Nadi.
its spasious gazal served the heavy tufric from Caunpors to
Farrukhabad, and through Fartukhabad to Rohilkhand.*! Funres
attributes this aazal to Yagoot Khan "as fs confirmed by an
hinﬂﬂim. o one of the demelished porhla-"’ Howsvar, an
Snsoription gut in the plaster over the facade of the mosque in
the aazal gives the date 1737 Aude? It eleo Ldentifies the

¥s EeRe Noavs, Wm Farrukhabad ‘1911).
" Pe 234s

2e Ay Fuhrer, oy

3. The text of the insoriptim ene=dto—Engiish
seennistion 4re given Daloyt

d)u.’)"d/JfJ/-.-_) ----als"),u/h/)//\.—{

Inatsadbhar’
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mosque as fMagjidel Yagoot indicating that it was built by
Yaqﬂﬂt Kharne

The garal is a squars enclosure covering an
arga of 413.60 x 113.60 gqems The wall of the enclosure
is battlemented and contains four octagonal “bastions" at the
corners} Probably gates wera located on the western and
eastern sides at the spots through which ths road passes, but
these do not exist now. An elaborately built mosque stands in
the south-wuestern corner of the garal attached to the western
walls It was apparently located adjacent t0 western gateway
now extinct. The entire complex of the musque is projected
outside and is not in a stredgki line with the wall. There is
a well in the north-eastern side of the compound, but it is
dried up now. Long zow of rooms runs along all the four sides
in the garal. Thers are twc bigger rooms in the centre of
northern and southern sides, and four corner rooms opening into
the bastions. All the ordinary rooms of the garai with the
exception of two bigger rooms and four corner rooms are

identical in design and size.

€ach ordinary room of the gaxal is a square
covering an area of 3.32 x 3.32 sqem. There are no porches or
open spaces in front of the rooms which is an unusual feature.
The sentry to the room ls provided through a multifoliated arch
of width 146 m« The bigger rcoms on the southern and northern

sides have a front of three multifoliated arches in a row

I See P}l 7




giving it the impression of a verandah. Thege are further
flanked on both sides by rooms which inatmad—ef haviae an
opening towards the courtyardﬁsén be entered into through the
bigger rooms. There are staircases on all the four corners
leading up to the roof of the corner rooms that look like a
bestionss The rooms also run along the depression caused by

the outward projection of the mosque.

The mosque of the garai i{s a three dome structure,
which are crounsd with inverted lotus motives and finials. It
is piastared and possesses an inscription cut in plaster on the
top of the facade. Unlike other garals, the mosque in this
baral has emerged as an integral part of the original structure
of the garal. The total arsa of the mosque could not be
measured. The courtyard of the mosgque is flanked on northern
and southern sides by two rows of rooms, the size of which is

the same as the size of an ordinary room in the garajf.

There are two new and significant features
in the plan of this gagrai built in 1737 (a) the absence
of porches in front of the rooms reducing the total residential
space provided in the gakral, {b) incorporation of mosqua as an
integral part of the garal structure.
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DAMDAMA

SARAI CHHAPARGHAT
RAJA KI SARAI
SARAI EKDIL

SARAL AJITMAL
SARAI NAWAL GANJ
SARAI MIRAN

SARAT KHUDAGANI

TOTAL
AREA

£QGeflle

12656.25
17738.74
6904,32
19572.40
13282.56
15926, 44
129V4.96

MEASUREMENTS UF SARAIS

AREA OF
ROOM PURCH
Sqeie f0:Me
10.89  5.77
14.87 7.36
onN& .No“wa

m!mw mOdN
.—Uomm .—Nowm
14.08 9,00

11.02

-

TUOTAL
SQes

16.66
22.23
17.55
15.04

26.64
23.306
11.02

ARER OF

GATE 1 GATE 2
£Qafie - XeT1): 18
221417 -
538.96 538.96
145.09 23.50
134.55 116.92

83.21 9.16
432.05 20119

TOTAL
NUMBER
DF ROOMS

112
86

86
98



Summary of Copcluatona

The institution of garalis in the form
in which it is knoun to us seems to have heen introduced
in India by the Turkss The construction of garajsg on a
large scale a8 a public institution only commenced roughly
from the middle of 96th csntury. Sher Shah is accredited
with having established a large number of garals Providing
various facilities to the travellers.

In architectural terms generally a garal
building used to comprise of a large rectangular enclosure
having ong or more gates and a long royw Of rooms along the
four sides in the enclosure. In different regions, this
plan would be present with local variations. For examples
aaraia in Gujarat were large enclosures (prasumably
rectangular) partitioned into many houses accessible from
the main gateway. These features of the faral structure
were evolved gradually. In the beginning it was a fortress
like structure with single gateway and solid bastions at the
corners. The bastions were gradually replaced by hollow
structures which though in shape still retained the form of
a bastion, actually were corner rooms thatt could be utilized
in many ways. Another change accompanying this was the
introduction of one more gateway opposite the maln gate

Pacilitating simultaneous entry and exit nof the travellers



and their goods without causing any bottlenecks. Tha total
residential space provided to a traveller in the garaig was
also increased gradually. By the middle of 17th century the
merchants putting up in a garal were furnished the facility

of storing their goods in the warehousess

In Mughal India, a very large number of garals

were distributed all over the empires Une important factor

.- promoting the construction of garais on a large scale from
the middle of 16th century was presumably the intensification
of money economy causing expansion of trade and commarce.
Haightened commervial activities during the 17th century
increased the fraguengy of travel consequently creating
greater demand for a larger number Of garals and better
facllities in theme The distribution pattern of these
8arals when Indicated on a map ahowa that the main alignments
of thair concentrations are in a great mesasure of coinclidence
with the trade~routes worked out on the basls of historical
evidence. This further confirma the view that the growth

- of garals was related to the expansion of trade.

- The establishment of gagpais on a large scale

in Mughal India, was guided in addition to economic factor
by administrative requirements as well. The garais were
frequently used by the nobles and other parsonnel in the
service of the states As has basn notiged above, the

structures of the early sarals were modelled after those of



fortresses having bastions and battlemented walls. In the
time of crigis these could also be converted into fortresses
and garrissoned. This was particularly true about the larger
aarajis established by the king and the nobility. Many of the
8arals of this type not located on the established and fully
identified trade-routes may be attributed to administrative

and other extra-geconomig fagtors.

The largest shars in the establishment of
garsia in fughal Indie was that of the royalty and nobility,
though in comparison to their shars in the total wealth of
the society thaeir contribution in this respect was rather
small. OUn the other hand pParticipation of appropriating
groups constituting middle stratum, especially that of petty-
- offieclals and merchants was much larger as compared to their
share in the total wealth, yhich bsars out the significance
of the economic factor in ths establishment of garajis. The
larger participation of middle groups in this respect goes
to Indicate that even 1f many of the individuals contributing
. t0 the establishment of parais wvere motivated by philanthropic
sentiments, the overall factor inducing them to spend money

on such projects was economic.

Tha share of the zamindara in the establishmaent
of comparatively smaller garais mainly located in the rural
areas was distinctly greater than that of the non-gzamindax

groups like the nobility and the holders of revenue grants



put togethere This indicates that while zamindars would
impede trade by imposing rahdari and making other illegal
gexactions, there aleC gppesar to have considerabls incentiva
for them to try to ensurs ths passage Of trade under their
supervision which was aleo a substantial source of income
for thewe There is discernible a tendency towards the
gstablishment of garais by certain communities or castes,
which is more marked in the case of smaller garals mainly
locatsd in the country~slde. This goes to testify to the
exlatence of well-organized village, castes or guild

organizations during the 16th and 17th centuries.

The larger garala established by the state are
known to have possessed an elaborate organization. There
was one overall Incharge in each garal aprointed by the
stats, who supervised the working of the garai as well as
maintained law and order theree This officlal was assisted
by a large subordinate staff consisting of two kinds of
personnel viz. {a) the watchmen and gate«~keepers, and
{b) the service staff mainly represented Py a particular
Muslim caste, namely, bhativarage The job of cooking the
meala and cleaning the roums etcs was mainly performed by
the Pemale members of hhatlvara families settled in ths
aarais. It appsars that there existed in the large state
8arais good arrangements for the safsty of the travellers

againat thefts etcs



In Mughal India the most inf?luential group
uaing garais were of course the royalty and nobility.
This catesgory of people would be mainly concerned with
larger garaise They would in any case ge praferential
treatment in the matter of finding accommodation in any
aaral. But, garajg would rarely be usad by the Emperors for
thelr personal accommodation; it ls only in the case of
8arals located on the way to Kashmir that the surviving
traditions go to testify that acgcommodation available in
these structure, were used for the atay of the king himself.
In this connection it is noteworthy that professional soldiers
while moving on a military mission werae expected not to use
Saral accommodation. They also appear to0 have considered
staying in a garal as something militating against their
dignity. This would mgan that when a king's camp would be
located near a garal, its accommodation would be utilized
only by the civil offlcials and the military personnel would

necessarily he staying in the camp.

The moat important and numsrous category of
People using the garaig was that of merchants, traders
and petty-officials. Herchants and tradsrs represented a
very large number Of persons using garalg on thelir journeys.
Some of the big sarals located in important towuns were

. reserved fOr the exclusive use of the merchants and traders.



existed
- There also/a numbar of amall paraig mainly located in the

country-side, which were established by merchant or trading

communitics for their own use.

- The garala were generally open to diverse
groups and no distinpotion, whataocever, was maintained
between the pecple balcnging to different religicus and
cultural communities. It scems that at scme stage during
the 16th century an attempt yas made t¢ provide special
arrangements for the cooking of msals of Hingu travellers
and also to demsrcate the residential acctmmodation to be
used by the Hindus and Muslims. Thesg special arrangements
in any case did not continue for long and during the 17th and
18th centuries garals grouingly became an institution open to
all groups, where people belonging to different nationalities
and cultures mixed with each other freely and shared together

the available facilities.

Various facilities were provided to the
travellers in the garaja. In the state garais there
was provision of free mad‘ for somg time guring the reigns
of Sher Shah and Akbar. But sven afterwards good arrangements
for the cooking of meals wers provided in the sarais. The

travellers were generally provided with considerable residsntial

Y apace and stores for keeping their goods in the garaigs At a



-

later period the garals were also provided with marketing
facilities from where the travellers residing in the garais
cOould make Purchases. There were also available opportunities
for different kind of entertainments including those provided
by musiclans and dancing girls. There are also references

to the availability of physiclians in ths garalg, though not

all of them possessed sufficient training in their profession.
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