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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS

Throughout the book for " Abarkova" read " Abarquh."
" Abargoa " » Abarquh."
" Andekan" , " Andekan."
" Andakhoi" , " Andkhui."
"Arjis" " Arjish "
" Astardbad " ,, " Asterabad.”
" Amiranshah " ,, " Miranshah."
"Azarbaijan" , " Azerbajan."

" Bokhara "
" Diarbakr "

" Bukhara "
" Diarbekr"

" Feraghan" , " Ferghana”
" Hamas" .  Horns"

" Hamat" " Hama"

" Ispahan " " |sfahan."
" Isfandiar " ,, " Isfendiar."
"lssyk Kul" , "lIssq Kol"
"Jand" " Jend."

" Jaxartes " , | Sr Darya"
" Karj " "Gurj."

" Kazarun " . | Kazerun."
" Khagjand " .  Khojend."
" Khajend " ,  Khojend."
" Khorasan" , " Khurasan."
" Mantasha" , " Menteshe"
" Nisabur" " Nishapur."
" Sabzuar " " Sabzawar."
" Sram " " Sairam."

" Sarkhas" " Sarakhs."
"Tarmaz" "Tarmez."

" Tarmid" " Tarmez."

" Turabulus"
"Turabalas"
"Tasbkend"

" Tarabulus" or " Tripoli."
"Tarabulus" or "Tripoli."
"Tashkent."
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For " Amalak " read " Amalek."

., " Georgia (Karj) " read " Georgia (Gurj)."

, " Haeb" see " Aleppo."

" Hasar Shadman" read " Hissar Shadiman."

" Jakdalik, 268 " read " Jakdalik, 269."

" Kaiaus" read " Kaikaus."

.  Karshi" see " Qarshi."

" Koreisk " read " Koreish."

" Ravas, 136 " read " Rawas, 135."

" Shada" read " Shadad."

"Shadi Malik" read " Shadi Mulk."

» " Shaha Shujah " read " Shah Shujah."

" Shamsuddin  Mahommed Hanbai" read " Shamsuddin
Mahomed Hanbali."

Page 11, 1. 6. Delete " birds."
, 15 1 25. For " Khakhan" read " Khakan "
. 204, footnote. Delete " perhaps."
. 257. For " Nashkand " read " Tashkent."

“lran" may be substituted for " Persia."

Many of the names of places in Turkey need alteration if the
official spelling be adopted ; for example, " Ankara" for " Angora,"
" Trabzon " for " Trebizond." It is not easy to keep up to date
with spelling in Asia

| should add something about Ibn Arabshah, the author. When
Timur took Damascus in the year 1400 A D., Ibn Arabshah was
taken prisoner with his mother and brothers to Samarkand.
He was eight years of age. He was educated in Samarkand, but
retained a lively hatred of the conqueror. His book " The Wonders
of Deshny in the History of Timur " is written, like the Koran, in
rhymed prose. " He gives us," writes Sir Denison Ross, " a picture
of Tamerlane which is probably far nearer the truth than that
drawn by the other biographers.™'

Readers in search of a good map of the region covered by Timur's
conquests may turn to " The Heart of Asia " by Skrine and Ross.
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TAMERLANE is now scarcely more than a name. Though his
career inspired a play by Marlowe and occupied nearly a
chapter of Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,
most educated people to-day would be a alossto give him a
date or his place in history.

Yet he is one of the world's great conquerors, of the same
dass as Jenghizkhan, Alexander, Attila and Napoleon; in
short, asoourge of humanity. It would be difficult to maintain
that any benefits which he conferred on his subjects or their
posterity were equa to the evils which he inflicted. " The
ground," says Gibbon, " which had been occupied by flourish-
ing cities was often marked by his abominable trophies, by
columns, or pyramids of human heads Astracan, Carizme,
Delhi, Ispahan, Bagdad, Aleppo, Damascus, Boursa, Smyrna
and a thousand others, were sacked, or burnt, or utterly
destroyed, in his presence and by his troops: and perhaps his
constience would have been startled if a priest or philosopher
had dared to number the millions of victims whom he had
Sacrificed to the establishment of peace and order.”  Gibbon
flatters Timur's conscience.  There is nothing to suggest that
he had a consdence of that sort. He ssams to have put even
children to the sword without pity. Clemency to the con-
quered was with him the exception. A man of learning like
Ibn Khaldun might save his life with the help of flattery.
An opponent worthy of his sted, like Bayezid, wes treated
with ignominy and ingenious refinement of cruelty. Dangerous
rivals were liable to be entrapped by a show of friendship and
murdered under the guise of hospitality.

Though Tamerlane had no greatness except his military
genius and that is one of the lowest kinds of greatness, yet
his bigness is unquestionable* He ranged over the Middle
East like aroaring lion, seeking whom he might devour. He
conquered from the Levant and Hellespont to the borders of
China; inthenorth he dominated at least for atime Southern
Russa and parts of Shberia and southwards he carried his
bannersto victory over Northern India. Fromhisvictorieshe
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brought back to Samarkand the loot of many cities and not a
few men of learning, artists and craftsmen.

The life by Ahmed Ibn Arabshah, formerly secretary of
Sultan Ahmed of Bagdad, has never before been transated
into English. It te one of the chief authorities for the career
of Tamerlane or Timur and the period from his death to the
accesson of his youngest son Shah Rukh, written soon after
the events desxcribed. The author, who wrote as a good
Modgem, is sometimes charged with bias againg " the great
amir/' but | find no injustice in the account, except in the
first few pages where he vaguely depreciates Timur's origin.
The book is especially important for the later and principal
years of the reign and for the description of Timur's character
and appearance in Chapter XCV1| of Volume 2. The style
isflorid but often eloquent and adorned with beautiful passages
both in prose and verse; crammed too with phrasss from the
Koran and quotations from the poets, which retain their
charm even for a Western ear.

To clear up the facts of Timur's birth it should be said here
that hewasbornin A.D. 1336 at Kesh in Transoxiana (called
in Arabic Mawaralnahr), roughly fifty miles south of Samar-
kand and was the son of Teragai, the head of the Berlas tribe
of Turks and the great grandson of Karachar Nevian, who
was commander -in-chief under Jagatai, the son of Jenghizkhan.

On the death of Jenghizkhan his empire had been divided
among his sons and the middle portion had been allotted to
Jagatai. Hence the inhabitants of this area came to be
called Jagatais in addition to their own tribal names. This
area too was subdivided and at this time the western Jagatais
were ruled by Kazan, who was overthrown by Kurgan. The
latter deputed Timur to invade Khorasan and he succeaded
in this and other military operations. Kurgan was murdered
and the successon was disputed. Toghluk Timur of Kashgar
invaded the country and Timur was made governor of Mawar a-
Inahr, then displaced in favour of a son of Toghluk, whom
Timur however defeated. Toghluk died and Timur with
Hussein (Hosain), his brother-in-law, reconquered Mawar a-
Inahr and gained some additional territories. In 1369
Hussein was murdered and Timur became sole ruler and was
enthroned at Samarkand. Heruled until hisdeath in A.D. 1405
and the thirty-six years were spent chiefly in conquest: the
following is a brief summary of his chief expeditions:
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1370.
1371-2

1374.
1375.

1376.
1377.

1378-9
1380-1

1382.
1383.

1384-5.

1386.
1387.

1388.

1388-9.

1389.
1391.

1392-3.
1393-4.

1395.

1396.

1398-9.

INTRODUCTION

Invasions of Jat country.
Invasions of Khwarizm.
Invasion of Jat country.
Invasion of Khwarizm, Jat country and Kipchak.
Timur sets up Toktamish against Uruskhan.
Timur defeats the army of Uruskhan.
Toktamish enthroned at Saganak.
Birth of Shah Rukh, youngest son of Timur.
Toktamish defeats Timur Malik of Kipchak,
son of Uruskhan, and becomes Khan of Kipchak.
Conquest of Khwarizm.
Conquest of Khorasan.
Conquestsin Persia.
Invasion of Jat country and of Sistan.
Taking of Kandahar.
Conquest of Mazanderan and Sultania.
Conquest of Azarbaijan (incl. Tabriz) and Georgia.
Defeat of the army of Toktamish Khan of Kipchak,
who had revolted against Timur.
Defeat of the Black Sheep Turkomans.
Submission of Erzinjan.
Seizure of Ispahan and Shiraz.
Return to Samarkand to repulse Toktamish,
who had invaded Transoxiana.
Reconquest of Khwarizm.
Campaigns against Toktamish.
Invasion of the Jat country incl. part of Mongolia.
Invasion of Kipchak. Flight of Toktamish.
Invasion of Iran (Persia) to suppress revolts.
Invasion of Irag.
Capture of Bagdad, Avenik, Erzinjan, etc.
Invasion of Georgia
Defeat of Toktamish in Kipchak.
Invasion of parts of Russia: Sharifuddin says
that his troops reached the Dnieper and that he
himself went to Moscow, and plundered it.
Invasion of Kuban (Circassia).
Destruction of Astrakhan and Serai.
Conquests in South Persia.
Invasion of India. Occupation of Multan,
Delhi, Jammu, etc.
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AD
1399- 1400 Invasion of Georgia.
1400. Invasion of Rum (Anatolia) and Syria.
1401, Taking of Damascus, Bagdad and other cities.
1402. Battleof Angora. Defeat and capture of Bayezid,
Ottoman Sultan.
Capture of Smyrna.
1403, Death of Bayezid.
Expedition in Georgia.
1405. Expedition againg China s&s out.

Death of Timur at Otrar.

For this summary | have drawn on Sharifuddin's History
of Timur Bec " in the English version, a good though too
eulogigtic account: somewhat long however and not easly
obtained. Throughout | have used freely Manger's annotated
Latin version of 1bn Arabshah.

After Timur's death his issue strove for power and before
long Shah Rukh gained the empire. He ruled with succes
until A.D. 1447, when he died and was succeeded by his son,
Ulugh Beg, who was murdered two years later. However he
had already achieved fame as a patron of architecture and
astronomy. After his death the dynasty declined, though
another line descended from Timur gained power in India.

Samarkand is now the capital of the Uzbek Soviet Republic
and atown of some activity. TheMuslim city isstill beautified
by colleges and other buildings of the time of Timur and his
successors, but his own tomb is half in ruins.

.. . | have to acknowledge help received from and my debt
to the Encyclopaedia Britannica (14th edition), Rodwel's
Translation of theKoran in Everyman'sLibrary and Tamerlane,
the Earth Shaker by Harold Lamb (Thornton Butterworth),
which contains a good bibliography and a lively account
of Timur's life.
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1399-1400. Invasion of Georgia.
1400. Invasion of Rum (Anatolia) and Syria.
1401. Taking of Damascus, Bagdad and other cities.
1402. Battle of Angora. Defeat and capture of Bayezid,
Ottoman Sultan.
Capture of Smyrna.
1403. Death of Bayezid.
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Death of Timur at Otrar.

For this summary | have drawn on Sharifuddin's History
of Timur Bee" in the English version, a good though too
eulogistic account: somewhat long however and not easily
obtained. Throughout | have used freely Manger's annotated
Latin version of Ibn Arabshah.

After Timur's death his issue strove for power and before
long Shah Rukh gained the empire. He ruled with success
until A.D. 1447, when he died and was succeeded by his son,
Ulugh Beg, who was murdered two years later. However he
had already achieved fame as a patron of architecture and
astronomy. After his death the dynasty declined, though
another line descended from Timur gained power in India.

Samarkand is now the capital of the Uzbek Soviet Republic
andatown of someactivity. TheMuslim cityisstill beautified
by colleges and other buildings of the time of Timur and his
successors, but hisown tomb is half in ruins.

... | have to acknowledge help received from and my debt
to the Encyclopaedia Britannica (14th edition), Rodwell's
Translation of the Koran in Everyman's Library and Tamerlane,
the Earth Shaker by Harold Lamb (Thornton Butterworth),
which contains a good bibliography and a lively account
of Timur's life.
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VOLUME |
CHAPTER |

OF HIS ORIGIN AND THE WAY IN WHICH HE GRADUALLY
SUBDUED KINGDOMS TO HIMSELF

IS name was Timur; it is progpunced in this way and

50 dso the form of the name implies; but foreign words
aeturned in acirclelike aball by the sporting cudge of the
Arabic tongue and revolve at pleasure in the field of speech;
20 they sy sometimes Tamur, sometimes Tamarlang—which
is not wrong; and Tamar in Turkish means iron, but lang
means lame.

He was the son of Taragai, son of Abgai. The birthplace
of this decaiver was a village of a lord named Ilgar in the
territory of Kest—may Allah remove him from the garden
of Paradise!

And Kesh is one of the cities of Transoxiana, about two
days distant from Samarkand.

They say that on the night on which he was born something
like a helmet gppeared, seamed to flutter in the air, then fell
into the middle of the plain and finally was scattered over the
ground; thence d<o live cods flew about like glowing ashes
and collected so that they filled the plain and the city: they
ds sy that when that evil man saw the light, his pams
were full of freshly shed blood.

They consulted the augurs and diviners about these portents
and referred to seas and soothsayers about their meaning,
of whom some replied that he would be a guardsman; others
that he would grow up a brigand, while others said a blood-
thirsty butcher, othersfinally that he would be an executioner,
these opinions contending with each other, until events decided
the isue

He and his father were shepherds belonging to a mixed
horde, lacking either reason or religion ; others say that both
belonged to a tribe accustomed to travel hiitier and thither,

|



LIFE OF TIMUR

and courageous, who lived in Transoxiana and wintered within
its borders. Others again say that his father was a poor
smith, but that he himself from his youth excelled in keenness
of intellect and strength; but because of poverty began to
commit acts of brigandage and in the course of these exploits
was wounded and mutilated ; for when he wanted to carry off
a sheep, which he had stolen one night, the shepherd cleft his
shoulder with an arrow and maimed it, and shooting a second
arrow at his hip, damaged the hip. So mutilation was added
to his poverty and a blemish to his wickedness and fury,
with which he went about with his hand against every man.

Then he sought men like and equal to himself and neglected
God, and collected Satanic companions, such as Abbas,
Jahanshah, Qamari, Suliman Shah, Idaku Timur, Jaku and
Seifuddin, about forty men without resources or religion.

But however powerless he was and however meagre his
resources and equipment, and however weak his physique
and bodily condition, without property or troops, yet he
used to tell them that he aimed at royal rank and would attack
the kings of this world with fatal onset; and they jested
together about these professions, most counting him a lunatic
and imbecile ; and they went to him and met him to make him
the object of laughter and ridicule.

" Truly when fortune aids him and makes the weak strong,
he will forward his purpose, with fate directing and providence
guiding/'

"By no means despair of glory, from which you are far
removed : for the path to it is made by stages and degrees.

Truly the reed, which you see rising high, grows and
swells joint by joint."

Now there was in the city of Kesh an old man named
Shamsuddin Fakhri, of the greatest authority in those parts,
consulted by all in affairs of state and religion. They say
that Timur, when poor and weak and between his imagined
greatness and actual wretchedness, he had nothing but a
cotton garment, sold it and with the price of it got himself
a she-goat from the flock, with which he went to pay respect
to the Sheikh and entrusted his plan to the Sheikh's honour.
Now he had fastened one end of a rope to the goat's neck
and with the other bound his own neck and so, leaning on a
staff taken from a branch of a palm, he advanced with slow
step, until he'came to the worthy Sheikh, whom he found
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LIFE OF TIMUR

engaged with fakirs in remembrance of divine things and
plunged in the deegpest meditation. Accordingly he waited
until they had come back to themselves and rested from their
conversation. As soon as the Sheikh turned his eyes towards
him, he at once kissed his hands and threw himself at his feet.
Then the other, reflecting for alittle, raised his head to the
company and said : " This man spends his sdlf and pelf that
he may ask our aid in seeking that which Allah Almighty
reckons of less worth than the wing of a fly. Let us se there-
fore that we help him and do not curse or repel him/'

Accordingly they assisted him with prayers, by which they
aided his desire ; and so he acted the part of afox ; then he
came back from the Sheikh's presence and advancing climbed
gradually, lame though he was, to Ms desired eminence.

It is related, too, that when he was engaged upon a certain
robbery and appeared to be missing his way—in fact, he
wandered so much from the right path that he aimost died of
thirst and hunger—when he had spent a week in this plight,
he came on the Sultan's horses, whose keeper received him
with courtesy and kindness.

Now Timur was one of those who know the points of a
horse and can distinguish at a glance by the outward shape
between good and bad stock. Accordingly, when the keeper
of the horses had sounded him and learned this science
thoroughly from him, his affection for him grew and he sought
his constant society. He also took him before the Sultan with
horses which he had collected, showing the Sultan Timur's
skill and what he himself had seen of his capacities. The
Sultan therefore received him with favour, and dismissed
him after commending him to the keeper of the horse. When
the keeper died soon afterwards, Timur was appointed to his
place and did not cease to insinuate himself in a higher degree
into the Sultan's favour, until he married the Sultan's full
Sister.

This lady afterwards was annoyed by his conversation and
reproached him with his original condition and status ; where-
upon he drew his sword and threatened her so that she fled
from his hands. But when she paid no heed to him he dew
her with a blow and gave her'body to burial.

Then he had no course but sedition, rebellion, ferocity
and outrage until he achieved his destiny.

This Sultan was called Hussein, and was of royal blood,
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with power of life and death; his capital was Balkh, in the
country of Khorasan, but the sees of his commands flowed
through the territory of Transoxiana right up to the borders
of Turkistan.

Others say that his father was an Amir under the said
Sultan, renowned among his comrades for strength and courage.
But these differing traditions can be reconciled by a considera-
tion of different times and the change which alterations and
accidents of fortune bring.

The sounder opinion isthat hisfather, the above-mentioned
Taragai, was among the magnates of the Sultan's court. And
| have seen, in the appendix of the Persian Chronicle called
Muntakhab, which is brought down from the creation to the
times of Timur with truly admirable effort, the genealogy of
Timur traced without a break to Jenghizkhan through females,
snares of Satan.

But after conquering Transoxiana and rising above his
companions, he married princesses and therefore they gave him
the surname Kurkan, which in the Mogul language means
Son-in-law, since he had gained affinity with kings, and
enjoyed the highest authority in their courts.

He was one of four Viziers of the said Sultan, with whom
was the hinge of evil and good, since they were the eyes of the
kingdoms, and by their advice affairswere directed. The Turks
forsooth have tribes and a race, hke the Arab tribes, and each
of these Viziers was to his own tribe atall wick for the lamp
of its counsals in the houses of its habitation.

One of these tribes is called Arlat, the second Jalabar, the
third Qavjin, thefourth Barlas. Timur, however, sprang from
thefourth ; asayouth he grew up brave, great-hearted, active,
strong, urbane, and won the friendship of the Viziers' sons of
his own age and entered into company with his contemporaries
among theyoung Amirs to such a degree, that when one night
they had gathered in alonely place and were enjoying familiar-
i ty and hilarity among themselves, having removed the curtains
of secrecy and spread the carpet for cheerful intercourse, he
said to them, " My grandmother, who was skilled in augury
and divination, saw in deep a vision, which she expounded
as foreshadowing to her one ambng her sons and grandsons,
who would conguer territories and bring men into subjection
and be Lord of the Stars and master of the Kings of the age.
And | am that man and now the fit time is at hand and has
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come near. Pledge yourselves therefore to be my back, arms,
flank and hands and never to desert me."

They assented and promised to aid him whenever summoned
and swore that they would be with him in prosperity and
adversity and never against him.

Nor did they ceasse to carry these conversations everywhere
with them and stir hither and thither the flood of the pool of
this treachery without shame or secrecy, until every inhabitant
of Egypt and Syria saw hislightning and all who had long been
absent from their own country, from the least to the greatest,
had in talk followed his new enterprise.

The Sultan well knowing this, for his rebellion was open,
wished to outstrip his treachery in its beginning and to keep
the world quiet from his villainy and protect his subjects and
territories from Timur's wickedness and havoc, and did
according to the words of the poet:

" The apex of a height will not be safe from injury unless
its ddes are drenched in blood/'

But Timur, informed of this plan by an honest adviser,
revolted and fell safely to the abyss of rebellion, nay, in this
way climbed higher. It may be that at this time and while
affairs stood thus, he visited the Sheikh Shamsuddin, already
mentioned, and implored his help, as just now described, for
executing the object which he had revealed to him, for he was
wont to say: "Whatever empire | have gained and whatever
forts | have stormed, are due to the intercession of Sheikh
Shamsuddin Fakhri and the zeal of Sheikh Zeinuddin Khwafi,
and | have not won success except by the aid of Said Barka " ;
and the tale of Zeinuddin and Barka will be told hereafter.

Timur further said, " Not open to me were the gates of
happiness and fortune, nor did victories over the world smile
upon me like a bride until after the arrows of Seistan and
from that very time, when that damage befell me, right to this
day | have won continuous gains."

For it is agreed that the beginning of his exploits and
rebellion fell at that time, which is between the years 760 and
770.*  And my master, the teamed Imam, accomplished,
consununate and excellent, pearl of the age, phoenix of his
time, wisest of men, teacher of the world, glory of religion,
teacher of those who rightly and subtly study philosophy,
polestar of his times guide of the age, Abu Abdallah Mahomed,

* A.D. 1358 and A.D. 1368.
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son of Mahomed, son of Mahomed Bukhari, citizen of Damascus,
(May Allah Almighty make eternal the days of his life and
increase Islam and the Muslims through his fortunate bene-
dictions!), said during the year 836 that Timur killed the
said Sultan Hussein in the month of Shaban, in the year 771,*
and was raised to royal rank from that moment, and that his
death fell in the month of Shaban, in the year 8074 as will
be told later.

The period of hiscomplete dominion wasthereforethirty-six
years, and that without reckoning the time from his sedition
and brigandage up to his gaining the throne. For after he had
rebelled, he and his companions were ravaging the territories
of Transoxiana with hostile and violent assaults on the people.
Therefore all moved to drive them out and closed to them those
habitations and places.

Accordingly, they crossed the Oxus, and when that tract
was exhausted by brigandage, turned to the territory of
Khorasan and particularly the borders of Seistan, nor could
their raids in the huge deserts of Bavard and Makhan be
counted.

But setting out one night, when want pressed his men,
and the flame of hunger scorched them, he entered one of the
enclosures of Seistan, into which .a shepherd had taken his
sheep, and when he had carried off one sheep the shepherd
saw him making off, and following him out of the enclosure
pierced him with two arrows, one of which penetrated his
thigh, the other his shoulder, so that by the will of Allah he
was maimed in half his body through that justly weighed blow.

Then he seized and brought him and carried him before
the Sultan of Herat, by name Malik Hussein, who ordered him
to be whipped and then crucified.

Now the Sultan had an unwise son named Malik
Ghayatuddin, who interceded for him and sought to have him
from his father, and his father replied: " Nothing proceeds
from you to show that you are acting aright and to reflect a
fortunate disposition and destiny ; for if this Jagatai brigand,
cancer of corruption, isleft ali“e, he will be the bane of peoples
and lands."

But his son answered: " That half-man already over-
whelmed by dire calamity can achieve nothing. The end of
hislifeis already without doubt at hand. Bo not then be the

* A.D. 1369. T A.D. 1405,
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cause of his death." Accordingly the Sultan gave him up to
his son, who entrusted him to a doctor, that his wounds might
heal and his scars be cured. Afterwards he was among the
daves of the son of the Sultan of Herat, a most ssge and
valuable servant. In his household his dignity grew, and his
rank was advanced and all that he said was obeyed.

And when a Nawab of the Sultan's rebelled, the Governor
of Seistan, Timur sought the opportunity of opposing him,
and the Sultan trusted him and granted his wish and gave him
amilitary force. And when he reached Seistan, he seized the
Governor, who was continuing in rebellion, and after exhausting
the resources of that country and taking the troops which
followed him, he began an open revolt and crossed into
Transoxiana with his men.

Others, however, say that he remained in the service of
the son of the Sultan until his father had died and passed away
and the son had attained full power. Then, they say, Timur
fled into Transoxiana, and his forces were strengthened. For
already his companions were joining him and his fellow-
bandits and friends were again collecting round him.

Then, indeed, Ghayatuddin sent men to pursue them from
the rear, exerting himself to keep the Modems safe from their
assaults and attacks. But, das ! the sword had already eluded
his grasp and they came after the feast.

CHAPTER I
OF HIS TUMULTUOUS AND MARVELLOUS CROSSING OF THE OXUS

A N D Timur and his company reached the Oxus, which
then—Ilike them—was swelling beyond its bounds, and

they could not delay, because their pursuers, like themselves,
were ruthless. Timur therefore bade his men with all speed
hurl themselves into the water, each holding the bridle and
mane of his horse ; and they arranged a place among them-
sdlves. He added, " Cross without delay and everyone who
does not come to the appointed place will know that it is
finished with him." Then they threw themselves and their
horses into those rearing waters and swelling waves, like moths
flying towards a lamp. Nor did one care for another's plight

7



LIFE OF TIMUR

or the man in front watch the fate of the man behind, and they
endured the tortures of death and saw openly the terrors of
destruction.

They emerged however, and without even a man lost
collected at the place agreed ; but as soon as the country was
free of anxiety about them and each man was quietly attending
to all his business, they began to spy out everything and make
war upon Allah and His Prophet and harass His worshippers
and break His laws. Nor did he ceae to rage hither and
thither in that manner, until he came to the city of Qarshi.

CHAPTERI I

OF THE DANGER WHICH HE CONFRONTED IN THE ATTACK ON
THE CITY OF QARSHI AND HIS ESCAPE FROM THAT DIFFICULTY

IMUR said one day to his comrades, when fate was

already driving and spurring him to evil, and bringing
abundant booty in the place of their brigandage and blossoming
finely : " Near usisthecity of Nakhshab, thecity of Abi Tarab
the Nakhshabi (on whom be the mercy of Allah '), well fortified
and strong. |If we saize it, it will be a protection to us, a
fortress, refuge and place of escape, and its ruler is Musa
If we surprise him, take his wealth, and slay him, his horses
and means will be a strength to us and we shall win escape
after difficulty. And | know a narrow street into which one
can easily climb by means of water which runs through it."
Accordingly, they girded their loins and leaving their horses
in a certain place, gave the night to execution of their plans,
and entering the city canal, eagerly sought the house of the
Amir and they raised their hands and withdrew them. And
the Amir was in a suburban garden. Then they seized all that
they found of his arms and supplies, and mounting his horses,
slew by surprise the leading men that they encountered.

But the townsmen gathered against them and summoned
theAmir, whofollowingthemwithalargeforce, heaped damage
upon them there and from all sides, until they had no resource,
but to commend themselves to the help of Allah.*

And when Timur's friends said to him, " Now in truth we
have rashly hurfed ourselves to certain destruction,” hereplied,
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" This does not become you, for in such fields of battle a man
is tried and proved. Therefore summon your devices, then
attack in mass, and rush upon the gate of the city, breaking in
with united hand and breaking through the enemy without
sloth or delay. And | think nothing will resist you or stand
before you."

And hearing his words they raised a shout and made for
the gate, meeting the floods of death, and rushed on the enemy
with the charge of alion and poured out with far more force
than a bursting cloud. And they had the gate open by the
will of the supreme Arbiter. Nor did one man succour another
against them. Nor did the great strength of the enemy avail
him anything. Then they came back safe to their position,
and none the less in this condition of affairs they ceased not
to move from place to place carrying havoc.

And assembling their comrades and combining with those
who were equally committed to brigandage, they reached a
number of about three hundred, collecting a horde of scoundrels.

And the Sultan sent an army against them which they
overthrew, while it regarded them as of little account, and they
seized one of the forts, which they made a safe place for all
their booty.

| have said:

" Weigh not lightly any act and trick of a foe;
For sometimes the fox has overthrown lions."

Itissaid also that " the gnat wounds the eye of the lion " ;
or in other words, " The King sometimes is checkmated by a
wretched pawn."

CHAPTER IV

RELATES WHO WERE HELD BOUND BY THE ATTACK OF THAT
DESPOT AND WHAT NOBLE PRINCES HE WISHED TO BE ENSLAVED
TO HIM

IMUR sent to the prefecture of Balkhshan, governed
by two brothers holding absolute power received from
their father. But when the Sultan had torn it from their
grasp, presently he confirmed them in it on condition that they
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should be under his sway, wishing that their sons should be
hostages with him, whereby they became daves of his rule.

And Timur demanding their submission, they assented
and placed themselves under his dominion.

CHAPTER V

HOW WHEN THE MOGULS ROSE AGAINST THE SULTAN HIS POWER
WAS BROKEN

HEN the Moguls rose on the East against Sultan Hussein,

who equipped an army against them and crossed the Oxus
and battle was joined between the two sides. Then the Sultan
being put to flight, that demon (Timur) also sent an envoy to
them, and their leader was called Qamaruddin Khan. And they
assented to his petition and followed his wishes. And they
st him against the Sultan, that he might drag his territories
from his hand, promising him a matrimonial alliance and
supporting him by their help.

And they returned to their own country, leaving him the
control of his own affairs. His power, therefore, grew strong
by these means and fear of him filled men's hearts.

Therefore the Sultan could not but exert his zeal and power
to destroy him completely withall hisfollowers. Accordingly,
attacking him, he proceeded against him with an army which
gave forth a roar like a raging sea, until he came to a place
called Qaghalghar. Inthat placeisadoubletract of mountains,
between the jaws of which alarge road, by which it is crossed,
goes for an hour's distance, in the midst of which is a narrow
pass, and when this is closed and defended, nothing is so
inaccessible.

Mountains surround it, each of which risesto alofty ridge,
while the foot stands fixed and immersed in abysmal depths,
so much that it may truly be said of them " Nose in the sky
and rump in the water."

And the army occupied the entrance of that pass from the
direction of Samarkand, while Timur held the other side,
where he was, as it were, in a defile and besieged.

10
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CHAPTER VI

TIMUR'S CRAFTY DESIGNING AND THE DEVICE WHICH HE
PLANNED

HEN Timur said to his friends: "I know that some-

where here is a hidden way with most difficult paths,
which footsteps have never trodden and through which even
the sandgrouse birds would not offer themselves as guides. Come,
then, let us go by night and leading our horses let us come on
them from the rear while they suspect no harm ; for if we
come upon them by night we are safe" And when they had
approved this, they presently strove to climb these hilly and
difficult paths.

And all night they advanced, but when, the sun rising and
the dawn coming upon them, they had not yet reached the
enemy, the earth was narrowed for them for all its breadth
and they were thrown into the greatest anxiety. Nor could
they go back, since the sun was already rising, when they came
near the army, which, with baggage packed, was already
prepared for the march.

His comrades therefore said : " We have formed a ruinous
plan; we have come into the power of the enemy and now
we have fallen into atrap and have with our own hands hurled
ourselves to destruction." But Timur replied: " There is
no danger ; turntowards the enemy and in their sight dismount
from your horses and send them to graze, and complete the
span of deep and rest which you have lost during your night
march."

Then they dismounted from their horses and threw them-
selves down and loosened their horses to graze.

" When the eyes of safety guard thee, sleep; and every
kind of horror will be security itself; and chase the griffin
with security'said and it will be like anet : lead the sheep with
her favour and it will be in place of a halter."

The army passed them, thinking they were comrades in
arms, until having taken their rest they mounted their horses,
and with a shout drew their swords against the enemy and
riding on their, shoulders from behind dealt them swift
destruction and left them wounded and prosfcrate.
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And general was the awful slaughter and none knew the
disaster how it befell.

And when the Sultan heard the news and no chance of
recovery remained, he fled to Balkh and put on a foul hide
instead of the royal robe torn from him.

But Timur was active in plunder, pillage and spoliation, and
gathered supplies and collected resources and won to his side
the common people and the leaders alike, who obeyed him
whether they wished or not.

So he gained the realms of Transoxiana and subdued the
population by force and compulsion. And he began to
establish forces and armies and seize forts and castles.

The Governor of Samarkand in the name of the Sultan was
one of the magnates, called Ali Shir, to whom Timur wrote
that they should divide the power between them and that he
should stand on his side against Sultan Hussein. Then Ali
Shir agreed, and dividing with him the provinces and kingdoms
and coming to him, stood in his presence and was active in
showing him every kind of honour and omitted nothing by
which he might honour him.

CHAPTER V11

TIMUR PROCEEDS TO BALKHSHAN, RECEIVING AID AGAINST THE
SULTAN FROM THOSE WHO WERE HOLDING THAT CITY

HEN Timur, dismissing Ali Shir and confident of his

loyalty, proceeded to Balkhshan, whose two Princes
went to meet him, showing him reverence, and presented him
with gifts and helped him with soldiers and followers.

They themselves went with him and advanced from
Balkhshan, from which place they continued to Balkh to besiege
the Sultan, whom they surrounded on all sides, while he was
equipping himself against them. Accordingly, he produced
the sons of both of them, whom he held as hostages—and cut
off their heads in their fathers' sight, showing them no pity
or mercy. Then his condition weakened and his cavalry and
infantry were broken and fell away from him, and he sur-
rendered and gave himself up to destiny, and Providence,
resting in the decision. whether sweet or bitter, of the Divine
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decree.  Then, when he had been cast into bonds, Timur
seized power. Then, sending the Princes of Balkhshan to that
place with honour, he advanced to Samarkand, taking Sultan
Hussein with him; and this was irPthe month Shaban, of the
year of the Hegira 771.*

And when he reached Samarkand, he made it his capital
and, laying the foundations of empire, he placed the city in
the cord and bond of his rule.

Then, after slaying the Sultan, he appointed deputy in his
own name one Shiur Ghatmish of the seed of Jinkizkhan.
And only men of the tribe of Jinkizkhan claim the title Khan
and Sultan, since they are the Koreish of the Turks, of whom
no one can take precedence or pluck that nobility from their
hands ; for if anyone could have done it, it would certainly
have been Timur, who conquered kingdoms and dared
everything.

However, he set up Shiur Ghatmish to repel the calumnies
of detractors and cut off the piercing point of every tongue.

And hewas only entitled Timur, the Great Amir, although
under his sway were ruler and subject alike ; and the Khanwas
in his bondage, like a centipede in mud, and he was like the
Khalifs at thistime in the regard of the Sultans.

And he continued Ali Shir in the Governorship of Samark-
and, and honoured him, seeking advice from himin his business,
and kept him in the chief position

CHAPTER VIII

DESCRIBES THE EXPEDITION OF TOQTAMISH KHAN, SULTAN OF
DASHT AND TURKISTAN

HEN, when Togtamish Khan, Sultan of Dasht and of the

Tatars, saw what had occurred between Timur and Sultan
Hussein, his heart's blood boiled and raged—and that because
they were kinsmen and neighbours—and enrolling a numerous
army and plentiful forces, he advanced against Timur's camp
from the side of Saghnag and Atrar. Timur coming out against
him from Samarkand, they met in the parts of Turkistan, near
the river of Khajend, which is the Jaxartes (Sihun) ; and

* A.D. 1369.
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Samarkand is between the rivers Jaxartes (Sihun) and Oxus
(Jihun). Then, between the two armies seethed the traffic
of battle and nothing was sold there between them but the
trade of mutual blows and the millstone of war did not cease
to turn until Timur's army was being crushed to pieces ; and
when his army was already broken and the bond of his hosts
dissolved, lo, a man came, called Said Barka. To whom
Timur inthisutmost crisissaid : " My Lord Said! My troops
are being put to flight." To him the Said replied, " Fear
not! " Then the Said, dismounting from his horse and
halting, seized a handful of gravel, and mounting his ash-
coloured steed, hurled the gravel in the face of the enemy, who
were fighting with the utmost vigour, shouting at the top of
his voice, " The brigand isin flight." And Timur echoed the
cry in a terrific voice, following the valiant old man and
shouting like a mail calling a thirsty camel to the water.

Then the army turned like cattle around their young and
began to fight with the enemy and those like unto themselves
and there was none in the army but shouted in a great voice,
" That brigand is in flight." Then with united force they
again charged, with well-combined courage and zeal in mutual
aid. And the forces of Togtamish, driven toflight, turned and
retired with back turned. Then Timur's army, falling upon
them with the sword, through these openings poured out for
them goblets of death ; and they seized the supplies and beasts
of burden and took prisoners of every rank. Then Timur
returned to Samarkand, having aready subdued Turkistan
and the territories of the River Jaxartes.

And he conferred great authority at his court on Said
Barka and made him Governor throughout his dominions and
kingdom.

About this Said accounts differ.

Some say that he came from the West and had been a
surgeon in Egypt, then went to Samarkand, where raised to
the rank of Said, he obtained higher power and authority.

But others say that he came of the people of Medina Al
Sharifat, others, on the other hand, that he came of the people
of Mecca Al Munifat. Whatever the truth, he was certainly
among the great magnates of the provinces of Transoxiana
and Khorasan; especialy, after he aided Timur so actively
and snatched him from that danger, his punning coinciding
with destiny and Providence.
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And Timur said to him : " Ask of me and use your right
with me." And hereplied: " My Lord and Amir, there are
several fiefs in the provinces of Mecca and Medina, and par-
ticularly that of Andakhoi, in the territory of Khorasan, to
which benefit | and my sons among all are entitled. And let
the basis of this be openly fixed and the whole produce of it
be ascertained. And let the estates and properties and income
be assigned, lest my portion and my sons in this town be
slighter than areed in thisvalley ; therefore, allot that to me."

Timur therefore allotted it to him with its territories,
estates and villages, and his grandsons, descendants and kin
have held it right to this day.

CHAPTER IX

CONCERNING THE QUARREL AND EVIL THINGS WHICH AROSE
BETWEEN ALI SHIR AND TIMUR

HEN a quarrel arose between Timur and Ali Shir, and

both had their partisans, but Timur suddenly took him
by surprise.  Then, after he had been seized and put to death,
the kingdoms and territories were subdued to Timur with some
tranquillity, all the magnates hastening to do homage to him,
who had hitherto haughtily declined.

CHAPTER X

WHAT TIMUR DID WITH THE ROGUES AND VILLAINS OF
SAMARKAND AND HOW HE SENT THEM TO HELL

AT Samarkand there was a crowd of rogues of different
sorts, among them wrestlers, swordsmen, boxers and
mountebanks. And there were two factions among them like
Qais and Yemen, which constantly practised mutual enmity
and hostility and both sdes had their leaders, supporters,

helpers and partisans.
Timur feared them despite his power, when he saw their
obstinacy and hostilities. And when he wished to leave the
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place, he used to appoint a deputy at Samarkand. And as
soon as he had left the city, they used to break into revolt and
depose the deputy or form afaction with him and declare open
rebellion. And Timur did not return until the string of pearls
was broken and everything in confusion ; consequently he
was compelled to restore, make smooth, destroy and build,
putting some to death and removing some from office, wooing
others with presents and rewards. Then he betook himself
elsewhere to arrange and strengthen the affairs of his kingdom,
but they soon would return to their own filth and recur to
their deceit and craftiness. And this story was repeated about
nine times. Accordingly Timur, finding force in vain against
those rogues and villains, sought by cunning to destroy them
and to restrain the injuries they inflicted and root them up
completely. He therefore arranged a feast, to which he
invited men of every kind and divided them into sections
and placed each workman under his overseer together; but
he placed those rogues separately with their leaders, in the
manner in which Anushirvan, the son of Kaikobad, dealt with
the infidels.

And he placed on one side in ambush guards, with whom
he arranged that they should do away with anyone whom he
removed to them and this removal was a signal to kill.

Then calling the chief persons to him he extended a goblet
with his own hand and clothed them in splendid raiment and
when the turn of those vagabonds came, he gave each a cup
to drink and presented each with a mantle, at the same time
giving a signal that having put it on he should go towards
the men in ambush. A nd when he reached them, they stripped
off his mantle—nay, rather the garment of life—and tore it to
shreds, pouring the gold of its patterninto the bowl of destruc-
tion and melting it, until all were destroyed.

And when they were utterly destroyed and all trace of
them wiped out and when their fire was quenched, the springs
of water flowed for him and his kingdom was cleared of enemies
and rebels, for none was left in Transoxiana disobedient to him
or ready to resist him.
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CHAPTER X

THE TERRITORIES OF SAMARKAND ARE DESCRIBED AND ALSO
THOSE WHICH LIE BETWEEN THE RIVERS OF BALKHSHAN AND
KHAJEND*

MARKAND, with its provinces, has seven tumans, and

ndekan (or Feraghan) with its districts has nine tumans;
and tuman is the common name for a population that produces
ten thousand soldiers. Among the more notable cities and
famous places of Transoxianais Samarkand, the walls of which
formerly, according to popular account, were of twelve
parasangsin length and that from the time of Sultan Jalaluddin
before Jenghizkhan.

| saw at the end of the wall on the west a town built by
Timur, called Damashq, half aday'sjourney from Samarkand—
where to this day they dig up remains of old Samarkand and
discover drachmas and obols inscribed in the Cufic character,
by melting which they obtain fine silver.

There is dso a city of Transoxiana called Marghinan,
which was once a capital in which the Ilek Khan resided, and
from which came the famous and wise Sheikh, Burhanuddin of
Marghinan, author of the " Hidaya." May God Almighty
have mercy upon him !

Besides there is Khajend, which is on the Jaxartes; and
Tarmaz on the bank of the Oxus; Nakhshab, otherwise called
Qarshi, which | have already mentioned, Kesh, Bokhara and
Andekan, which are famous places. Further among the
provinces of Balkhshan are the territories of Khwarizm and
the regions of Saghainan and other spacious countries and
far-flung domains. And that part which lies beyond the Oxus
on the East is commonly called Turan and the part on this
side the Oxus on the west, Iran. For when Kaikaus and
Afrasiab were dividing provinces between themselves, Turan
went to Afrasiab and to Kaikaus, son of Kaikobad, Iran and
Irak on the West of Iran.

* j.e. the Oxus and Jaxartes.
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CHAPTER X 11

OF THE BEGINNING OF HIS TYRANNY AFTER HE HAD SUBDUED
THE PROVINCES OF TRANSOXIANA

FTER the provinces of Transoxiana were reduced to

absolute submission and those had accepted his sway, who
had long proudly resisted, Timur eager to win territory for
himself and to reduce men to servitude, began with fingers of
cunning to weave nets and snares, that with them he might
catch kings of countries and lords of lands.

Accordingly, he first made an alliance by marriage with
the Moguls, and gained their friendship and brought them to
peace and tranquillity, taking as wife the daughter of their
king, Qamaruddin, and became safe from their onslaughts
and attacks ; for they were his neighbours on the east. And
they were not torn or divided among themselves, since there
was a double reason, first race, affinity and neighbourhood, and
second, their religion, which is called the law of Jenghiz Khan
and was spread through the whole of both states; he was
therefore safe from their enmity and repelled their wiles and
power to injure.

CHAPTER X111

TIMUR PLANSTO INVADE COUNTRIES AND FIRST THE TERRITORIES
OF KHWARIZM

HEN Timur, secure from their arts and having blocked

their boundary by pacification, planned to invade the
territories of Khwarizm, which bordered his own on the west
on the left side, but differed from him in maintaining the
principles of Islam ; the capital of those territories is Jurjan,
avery large city. And thislyngdom contains large cities and
great provinces. The capital isaplace in which gather men of
distinction, a place of meeting for the learned, a home for men
of culture and poets, aresort of the refined and great, a centre
of the sect of Mutazalites and a fountain of a multitude
searching for truth following right and wrong paths. The city
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abounds in luxury and excellent plenty, and its beauties make
a fine show; the name of the Sultan was Hussein Sufi, who
followed untrue doctrines.

The cities of Transoxiana almost resemble each other, for
all are built of brick and tile on earth. And the people of
Khwarizm equal those of Samarkand in subtlety, but excel
them in magnificence and elegance, being devoted to poetry
and humane learning, admirable in various kinds of fine arts
and accomplishments, especially in the science of music and
tone, which is practised equally by the nobles and commons.
Intruth, itiscommonly said of them that their childrenin the
cradle when they cry or shout " Ah!" do it in harmony.

When Timur came to Khwarizm, Hussein Sufi was absent
and he laid waste the country round and all that his hand
obtained thence ; but he made little effort over the city which
he could not take and made little of it. Then collecting his
followers he went back to his own kingdom.

CHAPTER X1V
THE SECOND INVASION OF KHWARIZM

HEN tightening the belt of resolution, Timur invaded

Khwarizm a second time, equipped with every require-
ment and a large army, while the Sultan was still absent,
as before ; and to the beautiful virgin (city) he sent in a suitor
and besieged her and reduced her to the utmost distress,
tightening the garments of the throat at the neck of her
approaches, so that his nails were almost fixed in her lappets.

Therefore a man went out to him, one of the chief citizens,
a merchant, who had won much merit with the Sultan, and
who was named Hasan Surbaj, praying him to free them from
that confusion and offering him what he might demand in
place of the expected gain from captives and booty.

Then Timur demanded from him that a weight of silver
coin, such as two hundred mules could carry, should be
conveyed to his treasury. Nor did he cesse to persuade and
cgole him and steadfastly refuse, until he agreed with him
for a quarter of the sum demanded, and he performed that
undertaking, weighing out that sum immediately to him from
his own resources and private means.
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Timur accordingly betook himself on his way, prohibiting
the devils of his army from plunder, and sought to return to
Samarkand.

CHAPTER XV

TIMUR SENDS A LETTER TO MALIK GHAYATUDDIN, SULTAN OF
HERAT, WHO SNATCHED HIM FROM THE CROSS, AND ON HIS
ACCOUNT OPPOSED HIS OWN FATHER

IMUR then wrote a letter to the Sultan of Herat, Malik

Ghayatuddin, who was really his helper, beginning it with
a saying (of Mahomed), " God has written concerning every
wicked soul." and praying him to submit to his sway and
demanding a consignment of daves and a contribution in
proportion to his strength ; adding that if he refused, he would
attack his cities and destroy him.

But Malik Ghayatuddin replied: "I swear by the allies
of the Prophet! You were my slave and | did good to you,
and spread over you the mantle of my kindness and favour,
but you have deceived and slain, destroyed unawares and
given over to slaughter, acted guilefully and accomplished
the crime which you have accomplished, although | rescued
you from blows and the cross; but if you refuse to be a man
who recognizes kindnesses, be like a dog." Then he crossed
the Oxus and advanced against him, but when Ghayatuddin
had not strength to meet him in open battle, his followers and
townsmen at his command had assembled with their beasts
around Herat and he dug round the gardens a ditch, which
surrounded the wretched cowards and weaklings ; but he shut
himself in the fortress, thinking that in this way he would be
inaccessble—bhecause of the weakness of his counsel and the
stupidity and folly, by which his mind and the condition of
his state was overthrown and confounded.

| have said:

Him whose rule is not aided by fortune,
Ruin assdls, though he govern well.

Timur however did not think it worth while to fight with
him and make a siege, but the army surrounded him on every
20
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side, Timur holding a safe and secure position, while his enemy
had exchanged open spaces for confinement. For, meantime,
the nobles and commons were troubled and the cattle and
beasts moved this way and that, and the town was choked
with a dense mob, gentle and simple perished, disease consumed
them and hunger destroyed them and wailing and murmuring
arose.

Accordingly, the Sultan sent to him, seeking security,
and informing him that because of him he had been brought
into the greatest stress and that he had helped him previously
and cared for him, and reminded him of his former kindness
and the web of good service he had woven for him, and sought
from him security confirmed by oath.

And Timur swore to him that he would preserve for him his
ancient rights and would not shed his blood or break his skin.
So he went out to him, and approaching him submitted to him;
then Timur entered the city and climbed the fort and the Sultan
withhim, withthetroops and guards of Herat surrounding him;
then one of the brave men, the governor of Herat, gave a sign
to the Sultan that he would slay Timur and that he was ready
to sacrifice his life on his behalf and spoke to him in thiswise :
"1 will ransom the Muslims at the risk of my life and wealth,
and will kill this cripple, caring naught." But he did not
consent to hisintimation, and trusted to the decree of Almighty
God and His will, and said: " Almighty God has supreme
power over his servants and the arrow of His will cannot fail
to go through them, nor can be escaped or avoided the decree,
which God Almighty has made and decreed."

When any destined thing ought to befall you, while you
flee from it, you will approach the nearer to it.

Nor can this mystery of Providence fail of its issue;

Nor can man dispute the truth of its behests.

He who struggles with Fate, is conquered

And he that resists Fortune is dragged along.

Who opposes the floods of Destiny is drowned

And he that slothfully enjoys the resorts of pleasure is
choked.

Then he remembered whafhis father had said to him and
marked itstruth, but the arrow once shot could not be brought
back.
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CHAPTER X VI

HOW THAT TYRANT VISITED THE VENERABLE ZAINUDDIN
ABU BAKR OF KHAWAF

WH EN at length Timur came into Khorasan, he heard
that in a town caled Khawaf there was a man, to
whom God Almighty had granted excellent gifts, a man of
learning and action, born in noble station, endowed with
excellent understanding, remarkable for pure virtue and
wonderful holiness, ready and brilliant in daily conversation,
but his deliberate speech in the assemblies excelled much more ;
in doctrine he wasfaithful, in dealing with God alwaystrue, and
was called Sheikh Zainuddin Abu Bakr, who with the wings of
his zeal occupied a lofty nest in the chief place in Paradise.

Timur, therefore, anxious to see him, hastened to him and
his company. And when they said to the old man, " Timur
comes to you desiring to s you and hoping for your blessing."
the old man did not reply even a word or raise his eyes; and
when Timur came to him, he dismounted from his horse and
went in to him. But the old man sat occupied in his accus-
tomed posture me