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Foreword

The Nawabs of Oudh played a very important part in North
Indian history throughout the illth eeutury, when they were
often the pivot on which the aifaits of the eentral Government
of Delhi turned. Saadat Khan's bravery in defeating the
Maratha raiders of Bajirao's army whom no other imperial
general eould faee with sueeess, his unrivalled gallantry on the
field of Karnal, Safdar _Iang's eontrol of the empire as waair for
over five years, and finally Shuia-ud-daulaI:t’s intervention on
the aide of Ahmad Shah Dutrani (whieh eompletely turned the
seale against the Marathas in the Panipat Campaign) and his
ehallenge to the naseent British Indian empire-all make the
history of Outih under the Nawabi an unforgettable part of the
general history of India. Nor did its irnportanee eease with the
last-narned ruler. Even in the nineteenth century, during the
Gurkha ‘War of I314-15, Dudh formed the most useful base of
the British operations in respect of food-supplies, transport and
money {loan of two ltrores). During the Mlratha War of 1303-4,
it was the British grip over the sovereign and territory of Cludh
that enabled Wellesley to put an irresistible pressure upon the
Freneh-drilled Puthia infantry that formed the haekbone of
Sindhia's army.

Dr. Ashirbadi Lal"s work is the first attempt to write a
eritieal history of the rise of this dynasty and it has attained to
a high standard of esteellenee. All the available sourees have
been used, and he has gone to the fountain-head of original
Persian annals and letters. The result is a scientifie history to
which seholars will have to turn for a long time to eome as the
standard authority. This patient and minute researeh (a part of
whieh was done under my eyes) has enabled Dr. Ashirhadi Lal
to eorreet many errors of previous writers and to establish the
true faets on an unassailable basis. His intensive study of the
internal affairs of Oudh is a highly valuable feature of this book,
as it is a virgin field, very little known to students. The same
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praise is due to Chapter 1B on the eondition of the people.
Benares was under the house of Oudh, and when in 1749 the
Maratha Brahmans there were perseeuting and boycotting the
Prsbhus (Deecaui Kayasthas), the latter appealed for relief to
Nawal Rai,a fellow-caste-maul This story might well have
found a place here.

‘What I admire most in this young writer is his impartial
attitude : he is free from the biographets" common failing of
blind hero-worship, and has many hard things to say about the
Lucknow partisan writers who have attempted to falsify-history.
On the whole, this volume marks the high water-mark of scho-
larship in doetorate theses and reflects equal eredit on the author
who wrote it and the University of Lucknow which msde him
write it.

Danjtrnao t % jsnnraarst Ssaasa
r rib fans, ryyy.



Preface to the Second Edition

The first edition of this hook, though published in June
1933, was all written in 1930-31 and represented the first attempt,
-including even, it may he humbly added, the first edition of the
Master-Historian Sir jadunath Sarkar's Fall of the ll-lughal
Empire, ‘Jolume I (which was planned and written later than
this book but published silt months earlier, i. e, December 1932),

‘to explore the Indian history of the first half of the eighteenth
century on the basis of all available contemporary sources in
Persian, Marathi, Hindi, Urdu, Rajasthani and English. During
the last twenty three years a good deal oi historical literature
has become available to us. This consists of (i) a few docu-
ments (fsrsssns and sssadr) relating to the career of Nawal Rai

.and Yadgar-Bahaduti, a rare M3,, in Persian; (ii; the later fifteen
volumes (31-45) of the Selections from the Peshwas’ Daftar, the
Furandare Daftar (3 vols.) and the Holltar-Shahiehya Itihasanchi

.Sadhanen (2 Vols.) in Marathi, and (iii) Bhagwant Singh lca
Rasa by Sadanand, a contemporary work in Hindi. All these
have been utilised in preparing the second edition, and although
these have not yielded much fresh information, the material in

~-them has furnished substantial confirmatory evidence and streng-
thened quite a few of my conclusions of the first edition, which
-for want of absolutely contemporary evidence had to be based
-on secondary authorities. For example, my surmise that Saadat
Khan was over sixty years of age at his death, based though it
was on ‘William Hoey’s unavailable ‘Anonymous Contemputifils
which I had no means of checking, is now a settled fact in view

-of Sadanand's definite assertion on the point {Bhagwant Singh
ka Rasa, ‘llide Nagari Pracharini Patrilra, ‘ilol. V, 1981 V’. 5., p.
123). The sands authority confirms that Saadat Khan was a stout
and unscrupulous diplomat and anneaationslist. If he could for
-once establish his hold on a part or the whole of the territory
‘of a vassal or a semi-independent chief, he would not allow it to
=sl'ip out of his grip. 1 '
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The only important additions made in this edition are am
altercation between Safdar jang and Mahadeva Bhatt I-lingne,.
the Maraths agent at Delhi, which led to an aifray and to the
death of the latter, and a few fresh facts relating to the life and
work of Nawal Rai. The entire hook has been carefully revised..
Correct modern spellings of some of the proper names, such as,.
Awadh for Oudb, Ganga for Ganges, Yamuna for jatnuna, etc,
have been used, and the indes. has been amplified and made:
more helpful. The letters in Persian at the end of the volume:
in the first edition have been omitted here to save space.

Agra College Agra. A. L. Srivastava
May 13, 1954.



Preface to the First Edition

About five years back Dr. Ra-zlha Kumud Ivloolrcrii, M.‘ A.,.
P. R. 8., Ph. D., Head of the Department of Indian History,
University of Lucknow suggested that I should write a series»
of monographs on the Nawabs of Awadh from Saadat Khanl
the founder to Waiid Ali Shah, the last ruler of the dynasty.
The present volume is the first of the proposed series.

The History of Awadh of the 13th century is not merely of
local interest. It is equally important for the student of tne
general history of India, for the Nawabs of Awadh in that
century were amongst the makers of the history of Hindustan. This-
volume dealing with the First Two Nawabs is a critical study
based on all the available sources in Persian, Marathi, Urdu,
Hindi and English in search of which I had to visit almost all
the important Mas. libraries in Northern India. The work was
begun at Udaipur in July, 1929, and was ready faired out for
the press in November, 1931, when, in the first week of january,
1932, the Lucknow University permitted me to submit it, as my
thesis, for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy. This delayed
its publication for over a year and a half.

In conclusion, I wish to express my feelings of gratitude to-
Dr. Radha Kumud Mookerii for the ungrudging help he has-
always given me. My indebtedness to Dr. K. R. Qanungo, M. A.,
Ph. 13., of Dacca University is great. He inspired me with the
love of historical research, while I was yet an under-graduate at
the University of Lucknow, and has, ever since been guiding.
and helping me like a true gas-a of ancient India. My best
thanks are due to Sir Jadunath Sarlrar, the greatest authority on.
the history of India, who kindly accommodated me in his own
house like a member of his family during my stay at Dariiling
in April, 1930, placed the whole of his valuable library at my
disposal and freely lent me his race Persian hiss. He vet! klldllf
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-went through about 60 pages of my Safahr frag, which I had
-sent to him for his opinion in April 1931 and corrected a few
-dates on the chapter dealing with the Maratlss invasion of Bengal.
I am further thankful to him for his valuable suggestions and
-for going through the book and writing the fore word.

Udaipvr. Asnraa.tnt Lat. Sstvssr svs
June I7, 1933.
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Book I
Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk



CHAPTER I

BDYHDDD AND EARLY CAREER,

1631]-1720

1.---Sa.te.|.'r Kn.t;s’s Arroesvons

More than four hundred years ago there lived in the holy cit?‘
of Najaf, in Mesopotamia, a good old Sayyid of the name of
Mir Shams-ud~din, distinguished for his learning and piety alike.
and held in universal esteem by his townsmen. His royal
contemporary on the throne of Persia, Shah Ismail Safawi (1499-
1523 A.D.), celebrated for his valour and generosity, invited the
Sayyid from Najaf and appointed him qflgi (judge) of Nishapur
in the province of Khurasan. The qqgi settled down at Nishapur,
whc re his royal patron granted him a rich and handsome jagir.*

Mir Shams-nd-din came of a noble and illustrious Sayyid
family. He was, it is said, twenty-first in descent from Musa
Karim, the seventh Imam [spiritual preceptor) of the house of
Ali.-I-

DE the Mir's several sons the eldest was Sayyid Muham-
mad jafar. The latter had two sons, namely, Mir Muhammad
Amin and Sayyid Muhammad, to whom,respectively , were born
Mir Muhammad Nascer and Mir Muhammad Yusuf during
the reign of Shah Abbas II (1641-1666 A. 11). The tradition
runs that, one day, while the Shah was out a-hunting, the sudden
appearance of a lion caused some confusion amongst the
royal retinue and the king himself fell down the horse. just
then, Mir Muhammad Yusuf. who was standing by, boldly
stopped forward and despatched the frowning beast with a single:

iIIIhIIII—IIIhIIIII
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2 rrasr two aswsas or aware
elow of his sword. The shah, pleased at the yonngman's feat,
resolved to honour the sayyid family and asked his wgizir, Raza
Qnli Beg, a Qiailbash Turk, to give his daughter in marriage
to Mir Muhammad Naseer.* The nuptials of the young couple
were, shortly after, celebrated with befitting splendour. Out
of this wedlock were born two daughters and two sons—Mir
Muhammad Baqar and Mir Muhammad Amin. The latter was
the forum Nawab Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk, the founder of
the ruling house of Awadh.

2—Bornooo asro aneoartoa, 1680-1707
No historian, whether contemporary or of a later date, cared

to chronicle the eaact date of Mir Muhammad Amin's birth or
any incident of his early life. We, however, know that at his
death which tool: place on 9th Zil Hijjah, 1151 A.H.,-]- corre-
sponding to March 19, 1739, be was about siaty lunar years
of age.:|: Hence he must have been born in or about the year
1630 A,.D. It is also equally certain that he had spent the early
years of his life profitably in the study of letters. The Almighty
"had brought up that elect of the race of honour and dignity

"‘ lrnad. 5 says that Mir Muhammad Nasser and Mir Muhammad Yuauf
were horn of the same mother, but by different fathers, that is, by Mir
Muhammad Amin and Sayyid Muhammad.

1' ] auhar. 26 a.
I Towards the end of 1'23! A. D. Saatlat Khan was an old man with a

long white heard [Siyar ii..-‘I-B6 . An anonymous contemporary tr. in ‘Williatn
l-loey's Memoir of Delhi, Appendix, p. 2, says that “ even at siitty years of age,
when his tSaadat Khan's} beard had become quite grey there was not a wrinkle
on his forehead." This shows that Saadat Khan died at or above the age of
sixty. That he was not much above sixty is certain. Niram-ul-mulls, the
oldest noble at Muhammad E-hah's flours, was. in 1739, the year of Saadat
Khan's death, only 65‘ lunar years or 6? solar years of age, having been born in
H52 A. H. Iseel... M. I. 270 rt]. Khan Dauran, the nests: eldest noble wag
65 lunar years of age. Saadat Khan who was younger than both, and had his
eyetlpon the ofiee of Mir Balthshi in the ertent of Khan Dauran's death,
would not have been much older, if at all, than sixty. Hence the anonymous
contemporary‘! statement does not only emphasise the fact that Saadat Khan
rmiued unusually good isealthtiil theend, but it also appears tolivehis
apga:o:Isriat|e,ifnotouite eorrect,ageatlaiadearh.



aornoon sun asnrr oaaara 3-
(Mir Mohammad Amin)", writes the author of the lmtId-sts-
ygadqt, "in the cradle of good breeding and education from his
infancy to the time ofiis attaining the age of maiority.""‘
Several years before he became a noble, Mir Muhammad Amin
enjoyed the reputation of a well-bred and cultured gentleman of
military taIents'['—attainments which could not possibly have
been acquired within a brief period of a few years that had
elapsed since his arrival in India. As verse-malting under a nom-
d¢.pIgm,g was a fashion in those days, he also wrote verses under
the pen-name of ‘Aminfzl: Historians are unanimous in their
testimony to his great military talents and acquirementsc]. Nature
had endowed him with a robust constitution, great personal
prowess and reckless bravery. Long privation in India as well
as in his native land had called forth and developed in him the
qualities of courage, self-reliance and perseverance. These natural
gifts together with some sort of military training, about the
nature of which we are completely in the dark, had made him
an ercellent soldier and prepared him for the role which he was
destined to play in the history of India of the first half of the
eighteenth century.

3-MIGRATION ro Iuoia, 1708-9 A.D.
Towards the endofthe seventeenth century the Safawi dynasty

of Persia, which had, after nearly a century and a halfis
glorious rule (1499-1627 A.D.), begun to decline as the result
of a pmgressive deterioration in the character of the later Shahs,
was on the verge of its extinction. During the ei-I-"ere reign of the
last lring of this line, named Shah Husain (1694-1722 A.D.}, who
thoroughly alienated and disgraced the old nobility. 1'1‘ Sayyid
Shams-ud-din’s descendants, who had hitherto been basking in
the sun-shine of royal favour, were reduced to want and poverty.
Mir Muhammad Amin"s father, Mir Muhammad Nasser, therefore,

“' Iraad. 5.
1' Qasisss. I13; I-ladiq. 335. _
1 lmad 5.
4- -iirlr ll. 4-1'5: il‘lI|II1. H4-
11’ Ma.lcolrn‘s History of Persia ‘Biol. I. 400.
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resolved to try his luck in Hindustan. The time seemed. highly
favourable for his enterprise. The aged Emperor Aurangaih,
whose life was one constant attempgat the estermiaation.
of Shia heresy, no less than Hindu idolatry, had happily for a
Ilflge majority of his subjects gone to rest in his grave (March 3,
1707}. His son and successor, Bahadur Shah, mild and “gene-
rous to a fault" was known to possess strong leanings towards
Shiaism.* He even claimed to be a descendant of the Prophet
ifld Pillbllfily’ bfliiit the word “5,=_1:yj;d" along ‘With llld I.l'i;ll:fl.'l'

The knowledge of these facts was enough to encouragethe influa
into this country of Shia adventurers from Pcrsia.I]:

Accompanied by his eldest son, Mir Muhammad Baqar,
Mir Muhammad Naseer, then in the evening of his life, left his
ancestral home towards the end of the year 17fi?.[. A.D. and
set out for India in search of employment. A long and toilsome
journey overland brought them to the southern frontier
of their country. I-Iere, at one of the ports, probably Banclar
Abbas, the father and the son embatkgd in a vessel bound for
India and reached Bangal. From Bangal, they went to Bihar and
finally settled down in the town of Pat na.** Here the venerable
Sayyid was granted a subsistence allowance (mndnd-i-mrrnah)
by Mursh id Quli Khan, the able diwan of Bangal and Bihar on
the recommendation of his son-in—law, Shuja Khan cites Shuja
ud-daulahfi who was universally known as a friend of helpless

1' L. M. I. 13!]
1' L. M. 1. 13+:-36.
I lltlirlt ll. 36a-3Tb-
.|. lrnad, p. 5 rightly says that he came during the reign of Bahadur Shah;

butit gives 1113 1-L as the date of Muhammad l\laseer's arrival, which is impo-
ssible. The date of Eahadur S1-iah’s ofiicial coronation was indeed ldth Zill Hijjh
1116 H. [when he had received the news of his father*s death}, but he crowned
himself on Muhartam 3-ii, 1119 H. land May 1'i'ii'i A. D. and his public
coronation took place in Rabi I, 1119 H. after his victory over Aram Shah.
Muhammad Nasser must have started a few months later.

""" lmad. 5. i
H lmad. 5. wrongly says that Shula Khan, governor of Bangs], granted.

Mir Muhammad Haseet a suhsisteneeallowanee. Shuja Khan did not become
governor till l'i'l5 it. D., when Saadat Khan himself was ruling over Awadh.
and his father had dietllona before this date.
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foreigners, particularly those from Persia whence eame also
Shuia Khanls own aneestors."'

Mir Muhammad Amin, the seeond but more promising son
of Mir Muhammad Naseer, with whom mainly this history is
eoneerned, had been left in his native town of Nishapur. He had
been living with his uncle and father-in-law, Mir Muhammad
Yusuf. That was perhaps why he had not aeeompanied his
father and elder brother to India. Cine day, writes the historian
Kamal-ud-din Haider, Mir Muhammad Amin’s wife taunted
him for being a hanger-on in her father’s house. The Mir,
who was a self-respecting man (ghnyynr), took it to heart,
left his wife's home in anger and started for Hinclustanrl‘
Perhaps this stock-legend of a woman's taunt proving a turning
point in the Mir’s eareer was an invention of the author of the
Suwunihao|_Sulntin-i-Ateudlizli whieh was tompiled more than
one hundred and ten years after the death of Mir Muhammad
Amin. Ghulam Ali, a more well-informed and eritieal historian,
simply says that Mir Muhammad Amin same to Asimabad Patna
to see his father and elder brother in the year 1120 H..|. (1703-9
A.D.). But his aged father had passed away a few months
before his arrival and had been buried some distanee away from
his new home.** So both the brothers, Muhammad Baqar and

* Sivan 11. +33.
Irwin, Garden of India, 7?. sass that Mir Muhammad Naseet was in

Bshndur 5ha1'i’s servieer But this is not borne out hv any Persian authority.
1' Snwnnihat Is. '
1 in Indian folk-lose we find the same rornantie store ascribed to every

lmblqgug youth, in Ittlitoned leireumstanees, who leaves his homg [qr

employment abroad and ultimately rises to wealth, power and fame.
.|. Irnad. 5; Sawanl-hat. Sh. Elf K. K. 11,902; Arad ?Ba ; Hadiq 334 gm]

hi. ‘U. L 463 some say that he esme in Eahadur Shah‘: reign, while other-slay
that he was in India before the beiinfllnfl of Farrulthsirarls secession.
'51; Hm” Lnwflsrion, 1 Calf.‘-utta Review of 1331, pt 5315,) wrongly sass that
he eame in H05 H. D. He also erroneous]? calls Mir Muhammad A-min'a
lad‘, who was at that time about Z5 or 29 veers of age.

'"' Safdar jang went to say his preteen at the tomb, when in 1'14! A. D.
he wasss-it tn Patna to assist hlvardl Khan against the Months invades-I.
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Mir Muhammad Amin, started, after some clays’ stay at Patna,
towards Delhi in search of employment, probably in the
beginning of 112i .d..H. corresponding to 1709 .ii..D*.

4. Min Mcnauirso Aids IN Sassunairn I<Zn.i.ii’s
Sssvics, TF1 U-1712

i'it first for about a year Mir Muhammad hmin took service
with an obscure urnil and passed his time in hardship and
penury. Shortly after, he and his brother entered the service of
Sarhuland Khan, Fauidar of Kara Manilepur in the Allahabad
Sitliu, who was a Persian and a Sayyid like themselves, about
]uly-]- 1710. Mir Muhammad .Pimin’s new master, who appointed
him his Mir Ivlririgil (camp superintendent), was a protege of
Prince Asimushshan, the second son of Emperor Bahadur Shah,
(22nd march, l'l'i)'?— 27th Feb. 1'?-'12), and had been given
Faujdarship of Kara by him. After the defeat and death of

“ lmad. 5. Aleitander Dow describes Muhammad Amin as " tbs‘
infamous son of a yet more infamous Persian p-edler". No Persian authority
whatsoever anywhere maltes such a startling statement. There is, indeed, no
dlfiererice of opinion among the contemporary or later Persian historians
about the lviir'a ancestry. Khafi Khan and others say that he came of a
respectable Eayyid family of Hishapur “or Sudut-i-zitl ilitirurn Nisliopur", see
K. K. ll, 901}. None says that his father or he was a merchant, much less a
pedler. Sir Henry Lawrence in his scholarly essay on hwadh { Calcutta
Review, of I3-‘BI! sought to correct Dow and Elphinstone (History of India,
'ith edition, P. 695 1, Hut evidently little notice was taken of him, for the
historian H. Bevetidge repeated the mistake, though in a mild tone, and called.
hiir Muhammad Amin ‘a merchant"- [ iii. comprehensive History of India
vol. I. 391]. H. C. Irwin, [Garden of India, p. 7?... ] had therefore. to explain
the malicious motive of Dow‘s lying invention. But the eitpluded myth was
made current by fliieudh-Ito-Bayou which taught the school-going population I
of Awadh for about one generation after the Htitiny of IE5? that Saadat Khln
[Mir Muhammad isiniinl was a pecller's son. In spire of the Persian authorities
the present living older generation of Awadh still believes it to be an historical
fact. Students of history and gazetteer compilers also have not cared to revise
their ltnowlctlge in the light of Persian worlts. See Lucknow Ciaietteer, I 1904)
by Neville, p. H6.

1' Hflllii. 3-B3, ; lmad. 5.
iniad wrongly thinlts that Sarbuland Khan was at this time gnvernns
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Asini-ush-shan on ‘ilth March, lT12, Sarbuland Khan, like a
typical soldier of fortune, hurried towards the Panjab to loin
the victorious jahandar Shah (the eldest son of Bahadur Shah}
who was leisurely advancing for the capital of the Empire.
Sarbuland Khan paid his respects to jahandar Shah at Sarai
Dauraha, between Lahore and Sarhind (May, 1?l2) and was
rewarded with the deputy governorship-l of Gujarat for having
ihincd the new Emperor in preference to his cit-patron’s son,
Farrukh-siyar who was making preparations to risk his all in an
armed contest with his victorious uncle. Having accompanied
Jahandar Shah to Delhi and stayed there for a few months
Sarbuland Khan set out for Gujarat to take over the charge of
his new office and reached Ahmadabad in Novemberi: 1712.
Mir Muhammad Amin, travelling with his master from Kara
Maniltpur to Dauraha and from Dauraha to Ahmadabad watched
the vicissitudes of fortune and studied court politics and the
conduct of the degenerate nobility‘ at Delhi in order to chalk
out his own path of ambition.

For over two years, after he had entered Sarbuland Khan’s
service, everything went on well; there being all cordiniitv
between Mir Muhammad Amin and his master. Towards the end
of 1712, however, there was a sudden rupture between them and
Mir Muhammad Amin resigned his post in a huff. This rupture is
said to have been due to an insignificant incident. One day,

of Gujarat. He was appointed deputy governor of Gujarat in Mar 1711 ill-D.
Had Muhammad Amin talten service under him after his aPP0lfl1'II1I=tit to
Gujarat, the Mir must have remained in poverty for at least three years,
which is opposed to Irnad's own version. In ease the lriirllad remained in
srraitened circumstances till the middle of 1? 11, he would have entered
Parrukhsiyar’s service who had carried out his erithrortement at Patnaon
I51-.h March, l'l'lZ and had been eollecdng an army to ctimtcst forthe shone.

1' Irvine, I... M. I. I91, says on the authority (if K. K.I.fi'll'3 that
Sarbuland Kilian was appointed governor of Guiaraifby Iahnndlr 5hah. Bur
Mirati-Ahamadi, the mostimportant authority -on Gularat afiiirs says that
he was appointed ‘deputy-governor,’ thngoverrior being And Khan, farhnrof
Zuliiqar Khan {see lvlirat. II 55¢}. The Mirat ls Iappcrrted by hi. U. III. M1.

1 ii-iitat. II. 55a.
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while on tour in his province, Sarbuland Khan's tents were pitched
on uneven ground at some distance from a village. During the
night there came such a violent wind storm and a heavy down-
pour of rains that the tents were torn asunder, all the luggage
got totally wet and the Nawah himself had to spend the chilly
night undera bulloclt-cart. Neitt morning, Sarbuland summoned
Mir Muhammad Amin, his camp superintendent, and reproached
him harshly for his neglect of duty. The Mir tool: it ill and
resented his master's behaviour. whereupon the Nawab
angrily remarked, "You have the airs ofa heft liflruri {commander
of seven thousands). How can you condescend to look
after such a small thing?" This was too much for the proud
and sensitive child of Iran. Mir Muhammad Amin in spite of
his master’s anaicty to appease him, took leave of Sarbuland
Khan, retorting in anger, “I regard your Eitcel1ency’s rcmarie
as an auspicious prophecy of my future (literally, as a piece of
glad tidings from God). I am going (to Delhi) to obtain the
rank ofa linft-liurnri and after that I shall be at your service
again."* This incident toolt place between November, 1'll2 and
14-th March, 1713, the dates of Sarbuland I<Zhan’s arrival at and
departure from hhmadabad.-[-

Sarbuland K.han’s words proved, indeed, an unconscious
prophecy of the future career of Mir Muhammad Amin.

5.—M1R Mcnnnnso .fl.1i.Iill iii Fnunulrnsivsitla
siiavicit, H13-1719

"' lmad 5. lvlurtara Husain Khan describes it with some diierence
in details. He says that Sarbuland Khan, desirous of spending an evening
fin the hanlr of the rivhr Korerl {perhaps it is a mlsprint of Khan], then
beautiful flowers growing on its banlt, directed Mir Muhammad Amin ro
pitch his tents there. The Mir, being informed by a. ramindar of a
neighbouring village that the river was infested by snaltes and scorpions, set
upthe tents away. When 5arbuland carne in the evening and saw the
tents far away he was displeased with the Mir and rebulted him bysaying that
he eouldhe ournvitted by a villager, and yet he was vain enough to have the
amlitlon to mach a position of command. The Mir molt it ill and resigned
his post. ‘5eeH‘adiu. 333. Iptefer Imsd's version which is more likely.

1' Mirat. II _-rye and is,
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During tho poriod whioh followod Bahadur Shah's doath
gtoat politioal changos, amounting to a mighty rosolution, had
talton plaoo at Dolhi. Tho briof and inglorious roign of jahandar
Shah (29th March, 1712-10th January, 1713), "a profligato
fool,” had rot-oalod porsonaljnoapaoity of tho dosoondants of
Aurangaih to rulo an ompiro. Unablo to govorn himsolf, ho had
booomo a plaything ofhis swoor tonguod mistross, Lal Kunwari,
and hor low-born tolations. Within loss than a yoat of his
aooossion, ho was, thoroforo, dtfoatrd and strangiod to doath
by his own nophow, Fatrukh-siy at who now asaondod tho throno
( 12th January, 1713 ) with tho holp of tho Sayjrid btothors,
Abclulla Khan and Husain Ali Khan, known to historyas
“king-malcots." Hardly had a month passod sinoo his aocossion
when tho now Emporor formod a part]? of his own to supplant
tho Say;-'ids. Baso intriguo and inoanusahlo troachoty aunsoquontly
porvadod tho atmosphoto of tho imporial oourt.

At this timo Mir Muhammad Amin attisrod at Doihi and
sunooodod in obtaining a mmtstth of a ngmri (oommandot of
1,000 horso) with tho oommand of a sootion of tho Wgig-ghqhi
(Guards) Rogimont.* It was thtoughtho patronago of Muhammad
Jafar, siooo long a friond of Fartuithsiyar, that ho was
ablo to obtain a footing at Clourt.-1' This Muhammad Jafar,
ontitlod Taqarrub Khan Wala-shahi, was tho cunning Porsian
who had bsguilod Zulfiqar Khan and his old fathor to thoit
doom. Ho was nink-namod Gani Ali Khan probably from tho
fant that during tbo oariy part of Farrulrhsiyar"s roigo ho was a
Km-ori of Gun] or Suporintondont of tho markets of tho oapits1.:|:
Mir Muhammad Amin was thon known as ono of Gani Ali
Khan's rolations (oqraho) .1. Tho samo kind patron proourod for

a - 'K. K, II. 901; M. U. I. 453. 5i1rat'. II. ll-H3.
1' Hadlq 334, sass through Husain All Khan which rooms unlikely at

this oatls data. imad P. 6, sass through Ratsu Chand diwan of Ahdullg Khan,
I prefor M. U ‘s aorsion which saysthrouih Muhammad Iafar.

I M. U. 163. Dr. P. Saran {vido Pmvlnalai Govt. of tho Hughais p,
=93‘, oootoodt that Bani molnt rroasuro or rovonuo and not tnarltrt. In lith
and 1Bth oonturiss it did moan marltot.

1 Qssirn =13.
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bins, somotimo aftor, tho lucratiso post of Nqib K|1~|-91-i;|"]' ho
himsolf hoing tho hoad of that oificc. His doath on tho 1st April,
1716* A. D. dcprisrcd Mir Muhammad Amin of a poworfnl
supporter at Court and, thoroforo, ho got no furthor lift till
aftor throo scars and a half.
6.— Mia Mcnaustan Ania, Facsoait or Hmocaa sun

Batons, éra Ocroasa 1719--14TH Ocsoaaa. 1720

Moanwhilc tho qnatrcl brtwccn tho mighty Sayyids and thc
cowardly Emperor had rcachcd a climast. Farrulthsiyar was
dcpnscd, blindcd, and finally put to a brutal and ignominions
dcath [2?th April, 1719). Tho "King rnaltcrs," without a rival
in Hindustan, placcd on thc throoc, ono aftcr thc othcr, two
discascd youths, Rafi-ud-darjat and Rafi-ud-daula who cnjoyod
nominal BD"iF'¢IE'lgl1t]F of thrcc months and ninc days and four
months and siatocu days rcspccticoly. Tho thronc was, aftor
this, giaon by tho Sayyids to Princc Roshan Althtar, son of
jabandar Shah and grandson of Bahadur Shah L, whoso
onthroncmcnt, nndcr tho titlc of Muhammad Shah, took placc
ncar Agra on 23th Scptcmbor, 1719. Tho hayyids had now
rcachcd tho acnith of thcir powcr. Thcrc was no organiacd
opposition against thcm. Tho calmncss of thc timc may bc
liltr-nod to that in England on Richard Ctomwol1’s acccssion to
powcr, whcn an Englishman had writtcn, “'1 hrrc is not a dog
that wags his tongnc, so grcat a calm wc livo in."

Mir Muhammad Amin had not bccn idlc during tho timc.
Aftcr tho doath of Taqarrub Khan, ho (troublcd littlc by dolicato
qualms of conscicncc wnon hc had to got his pcrsonal intorost
sctaod) had gonc ovcr to tho party of his lato patron’s opponcnts
—tho Sayyids. Bcing a Sayyid and a Shia lilto thcmsclacs,
ho found littlc difficulty in gotting accoss to thcir prit-ato circlo.
Ho was in tho Sayyids’ rotinuo whon Abdulla Khan had marched
to Agra with Rah-ud-daula to tako tho fioid against Raja Sawai
jai Sin h chhwaha of Ambor His culturcd disposition,g Kn .

* Mirna Muhammad. 11.19“; L. M. I ag-‘on.
‘H M. U. I. Ibld.
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-ologanoo of rnannora {hora-i-okhlaq} and in-born military talents
aoon won for him tho patronago of Sayvid Husain Ali Khan.
Tho imporial Balthshi, always a friond of loyal and bravo soldiors.
proourod for Mir Muhammad ‘Amin tho post of Fnttjdclr of
I-Iinduan and Bavanaha district in tho provinco of Agra. Tho
formal appointmont was mado on 6th Octobor, 1719* A. D.,
ronly a fow days aftor tho acccssion of Emperor Muhammad
Shah.

Hardly had a fortnight olapsod sincc tho now appointmonr
whon tho Sayvids bostowod a furthor honour on Mir Muhammad
Amin. Husain Ali Khan nominatod him tho commando: of tho
imporial advanco guard that was road? for taking tho fiold against
Raja Girdhar Bahadur, tho robol govornor of Allahabad. But
Mir Muhammad Amin committod an indiscrction in complaining
to Sayyid Husain Ali Khan, against Ratan Chand,tho wngii-’5 diwan,
who was causing dclay in tho issuo of tho patont of appointmont
of Mir Jumla who had just bccn appfiifllflll Sador-h‘.s'Sndar
(Suporintondont of Roligious Endowmonts) on Octobor 21st,
1719. Boing disploasod Ratan Cnand so successfully workod on
tho mind of Ahdulla Khan that ho canccllod Mir Muhammad
Amin’s appointmont and confcrrod tho chargo of vanguard on
Haidcr Quli Khancl"

From tho imporial camp, thou ncar Agra, Mir Muhammad
Amin now ropairod to his now chargo in tho hcginning of
Novrmbcr, H19. Hinduan and Bayana, situatcd in tho Jaipur and
Bharatpnr divisions of Rajasthan and at a distanco of fifty to siaty
milos south-wost of Agra, thou formod ono of tho moat important
districts of tho stthn of Altbarabad {Agra).:[1 Lying as tho? did
in tho ciosc vicinity of tho torritotirs of tho rising jar powcr of
Bharatpur and tho ambitious and intriguing Raja of Jaipur,
rhosc mnhqig woro, by no moans, an oasy chargc. Tho prosonco
in thom of tho fiory Rajput and tnrhulont jat aamindars had
fnrthcr complicatod tho prohlom. To moot. tho situation Mir

"'I<amwat. 11.31::-. Imsd a-. also was also -1- ti =1-=8 H-
1’ Kamwar. II. 3:511.
I Both tho towns aro now railway stations onrho H. B. Ea. C. I. El?-

nsnning from Agra to Kora. _ .
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Muhammad Amin hogan augmonting his small forco by onlisting
frosh troops. Ho also appliod to tho wnzir for a loan of somo'
troops from tho imporial army. Tho appoal found a roady
rosponso. Holpod by tho impo rial auailiarios, Mir Muhammad
Amin supprosscd lawlossncss in tho district. Ho attacltod tho
robol aamindars ono by ono, roducod thom to submission and
rosrorcd ordor in Hinduan and Bayana within a hriof poriod of
sis: months.'1- This succoss ostablishod tho Mit‘s rcputation as a
capablo soldicr and a man of afi'airs, and ho was givon a lift to~
15 and-11,-,1; {rank of ono thousand and fivo hundrod):1: in tho
imporial scrvicc.

7.--ltlill HUHAHHAIJ AMIN AND THE BAYYID BROTHERS

Tho Sayyids had roachod tho apogoo of thoir fortnno in U19.
But within a yoar torminatod thcir motoor-hlro caroors across rho
political horiaon of Hindustan. Provoltod by thcir upon hostility
against him, Niaam-ul-mull: rotirod south of tho rivor Narmada.
to mako his hold socuro thoro. Ho bought ovor tho imprognablo
fortross of Asirgarh, dofoatod and ltillod Dilawar Ali Khan,
Sayyid Husain Ali Khan's Bnkhshi, noar Burhanpur on 19th
Juno, 1'?20 and uttorly crushcd Sayyid Alam Ali Khan, tho
“king-makor’s" nophow noar tho town of Balapur on 10th
August, 1720. Tho nows of thoso disastcrs, (ono following tho
othcr within a short poriod of two months) plungod tho Sayyida
into groat griof and constornation. Aftor much vacillation and
prolongcd discussion thcy docidod that Husain Ali Khan should‘-
procood against Niaam-ul-mull: in tho Doccan, whilo Abdulla
Khan should roturn to Dolhi to look aftor tho capital and tho
northrrn half of tho Empiro. Accordingly tho Sayyids and tho
Empcror left tho vicinity of Agra on tho 11th Soptombor and.
roachod Kiraoli (Kuraoli}, 14- milos S. W. of Agra, on tho 12th
whoro, on the noat day, Abdulla Khan was givon formal loavc.
to procood hack to Dolhi.
 -

'|‘ Karnwar. II. 315 1:.
1 K. K. II. or-a.Eiyat. IL 434.
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Aftor tho ioutnoy of sovoral stagcs Muhamm ad Shah roachod

tho town of Bahadurpur, about four milos north of Hinduan, on
tho 29th of Zi Qada 1132 H.* (lat Octobor, H20], It wig
only somo days bororo this dato that Mir Muhammad hmin-f
had como to tho camp and paid his rospocts to tho Emporor and
his patron Sayyid Husain Ali Khan. As tho Emporor was now
passing through his district of Hinduan and Bayana, rulrs or
otiqnctto roquirod his attondanco till ho had conductod tho royal
rotinuo a fow stagcs boyond his torritory. Unawaro of his noon-5|;
ambitions, Husain Ali Khan, who had much faith in his loyalty,
diroctod him to romaiu in tho camp and go along with him to
tho Docoan. Whothor on march or in onoampmont tho Mir, ovory
day, paradod his small but woll oquippod and woll disciplincd
(mttsulloh -too mukommol) furco at somo distanco from
Husain Ali Khan's rotinuo and so managod tho show as to attract
rho noticc of tho Mir Bolthahi. By such clovor tactics ho inspirod
confidonco in his patron about tho bravory and loyalty of his
troops and about his own aoal in tho Sayyids’ canso. Ploasod
with him, tho Mir Bokhshi roadily grautod all his rcqucsts for
moro monoy, oquipmont and jagirs for himsolf and his soldiors.:[:

Sinco tho dato of Muhammad Shah's start from tho vicinity
of Agra, an activo conspiracy aiming at tho lifo of Sayyid Husain
Ali Khan had boon going on in tho imporial camp. Tho chiof
oonspitator was tho Mughal loador Muhammad Amin Khan
Itimad-ud-daulah,1"|' an unclo of Niaam-ul-mulk, upon whoso lifo
tho Sayyids had rocontly mado moro attcmpts than ono. Ho

* Kamwar. II. 3a3h.
'1 Irvino, L. M. II 55, roforrina to this timc, says that Mir Muhammad

Arnin"had boon uppoitttotl, a {ow woolts boforo, to be Foujtior of Hinduan
and Bayana." I-lo was appointed to that post on dth Cltrobot, 1}’! n, (:31-d
Zi Qada, I131 I-I 1 about ono yoar, not a fr-w works‘ boioro this dato.

I Qaalin. :13.
11- Irvino,{L.M. I. a154, add, arr, and vol. II. rg, 3?], has confountlod

rho rolationship borwoon tho Nitato and Muharrunad Amin Khan. I01!!!-
timos calling thom nophow: and at othor titnos nophow and unclo. The
Nizim was a nophow oi Muhammad Amin Khan as tho followins table will
showa--
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suocoodod in socuring a fow faithful partnors lllto Haidor Quli
Khan, an ambitious and aotivo Porsian rocontly appointed
Superintondent of tho imporial artilloty (Mir Atisii)and Shah Abdul
Ghaflhr, a porfoct scoundrol in tho garb of a mondicant who
succossfully nogotiatocl tho quoon-rnothor"s sympathy and
countonanco to his hoinous plot. Forgotting all his obligations,
Mir Muhammad Amin, too, who owrd much to tho Sayyids, wont
ovor to tho sido of thcir onomios. Lulling Husain Ali Khan’s
suspicion to sloop by outward display of aoal, ho socrotly toolt a
loading part in tho plot against his patt'on’s lifo from start to
iinish.:|:

Somo historians, ostonsibly Mir Muhammad Amin's
apologists, havo mado an attompt to dofond his traitorousconduct
by invcnting a plausiblo oacuso for it, whilc a fow othors, lilto
faithful partisans that thcy woro, havo totally doniod his
participation in tho plot. Khafi Khan,tho author oftho Mtinmiai'u:tb-
Q1-Iqbal; says that tho Mir was incitod to tako part in tho
conspiracy, for ho had doop-rootod rosontmont againsttho disloyal
Sayyid brothors who had spillod tho blood of tho martyrod
Empcror, Farrulth siyar']‘ (Shqhid-i-Mgzium). Hari Charan Das,
tho author of tho Choiiar Guitar-i-Shayni, namod aftor his patron
Shuja-ud-daulah has found it convoniont to maintain porfoct
silonco on tho point. :1: Ghulam Ali of Lucknow goos ono stop
fnrthor. Ho would havo us boliovo that Mir Muhammad Amin
was not ovon prosont in tho camp at that timc and that ho joincd
Muhammad Shah a fow days aftor Husain Ali Khan’s

Alum Shailth
..___ _ _i_______.___._______.

I l
Rhwiifl fibid Mir Bha-ud-din

Cihati-udl-din Khan Muhanimad Amin Elrian
Firog long

Nisatn-ui-mull:
"'Qa|im. aI3; ‘World, rgju.

‘|'K- K. II ooa. Ho has boon copied by T, 11.1,. {p_ I;-,1}; “film
i‘\'a1-W- 2'-la) Ahwal. in Issal and onion.

1 I-lat Charon, 3_rtlr.35aa,
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assassination)‘ Evon a most olornontary knowledge of tho Muglsal
history and of Mir Muhammad Amin's charaotor is onotigh tn
domolish tho oobwobs at‘ the abovo thoorios spun out of
partisan joalousy and bias. Howovor cultnrod, tho Mir was s
rogulat turn-coat in politics. Ho had no roason to bc moro
loyal to Farrulthsiyar than to Sayyid Husain Ali Khan to whom
ho owod his advancomont in tho world. Muhammad Qasim,:|:
an honost historian, who givos tho dotails of Mir Muhammad
Amin's sctivo part in tho plot and is snpportod by nsm of til;
ggfl1¢mpgs'flrj u.r1-figs-5, was prosont in tho imperial camp at tho
timc. Ho is moro roliablo than Gbulam Ali, who wroto his
account throo gonorations lator in tho court of Mir Muhammad
Amin's groat-grandson, Saadat Ali Khan.

Wu aro not onlightoncd by any contomporary authority as to
tho roal motivo of Mir Muhammad Amin‘s troachorous conduct
towards his groat patron. Thoro is, howovor, littlo doubt that
his inordinato ambition for worldly richos and powor was
rosponsiblo for his participation in tho plot. Shrowd and outcr-
prising as ho was, ho must havo cloarly rcaliscd tho possibilitios
of porsonal gain in a chango of rogimo. Rustam Ali Khan of
Shahabad and author of tho Elhsikii-i.-Hinsii doscribos a small
incidont which must also havo provokod him to join Muhammad
Amin Khan and his partnors. Ono day, writos ho, whilc tho
imporial army was on tho march, a roport was brought to
Sayyid Husain All Khan that Mir Muhammad Amin had
forcibly taltcn a buffalo from an oittromoly poor poassnt. Tho
M" B.-11.55]-,i, who was sympathotic to cuitivators, diroctod tho
Mir‘s agont to produco an acquittanco from tho said cultivator,
othorwiso his mastor would bo caliod to account. Alsrtnod st
this Mir Muhammad Amin rostorod tho man's buffalo; but tho

I [mad T. Perhaps Ghnlatn Ali borrowed a part of his aoonunr
from tho Jauhas, p. 61. Tho author of tho Jntshar, a prrnosgonf 1,111,-
Muhammad Amin's rival, Khan Dauran,cortainiy dotiirod his infnn-nation
from moro barar gomip. This shows that long before Ghulam All, 111%“!
people bad invontod this lying nnnsonso to shioid tho Mir from
oondomnation by the public.

1 Qasini, 213.
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latter refused to sign any aequittanee until the Mir had paid
hint the prise of fifty hudaloes.

The eonlpirators often met together and discussed in perfect
secrecy the details of their plan and of how to carry them into
execution. In one of the stages after the imperialists had left

.Fatehpur Siltri Mir Muhammad Amin went, in a dark night, to
the tent of Muhammad Amin Khan Itrmad-ud-daulah. As the
1-eanlt of consultations between him, Itimad-ud-daulah and
Qamr-ud-din Khan it was decided that they should execute
their plot the nest morning when the army was on marth, by
suddenly surrounding the Mir Bnlthriu's horse by their contin-
gents and slaying him in the confusion. But, uniuckily for
them. Husain Ali Khan on that day took hi! sear on an elephnne
instead of a horse, making a sudden and successful Iattaelr on
him impossible, The esecution of the plot had therefore to be
postponed to another day.‘

In the night between the 7th and 8th of October, P20, the
conspirators met and finally decided that their plot should be
executed the nest day. Early in the morning of 3th October
( 6th Zil Hijjah ) the Emperor left the villages of Mahue end
Mahkampur, and, at about ll a. m., reached a place between
those of juind and Biund, { now in Jaipur State and situated
about four miles east of Toda Bhon 1' and about 75 miles south
west of Agra) where his advance tents had already bnen
pitched. As usual, Husain Ali Khan and other nobles conducted
the Emperor to the entrance of the royal tents and then tonk
leave to go to their respective tents. Muhammad Amin Khan
Itirnad-ud-daulah, Mir Muhammad Amin nnd mm; nth“.
conspirators { jnllndnn } were also present.1: Hating Hknn hi.
aeat in his palanquin, Husain Ali Khan was about to start when
Itinaad-ud-daulah, who had before-hand filled his mnnrh with
raw blood, simulated sronaitting and lay himself down on the
-mid-

‘ L-M II 5?
‘liiilrnllat. II, Iilih For Toda Biron and other places lee sheet 5-ad
lififilifill 115. He lflllliinlntlf calla Itlmad-ud-daulah and his pltmgfl

‘elreeutlooeta-‘ '
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ground. * After rose-water and hgdqnqghl; 1,1,1 new
administered to him, the patient was, in response to his own signs,
-carried to Haidcr Quli Khanis tents near the imperial camp by
a few of Husain Mi I-Chan"s men. This reduced the number of
the Mir Bakh shi"s attendants. -1-

!‘ iHusain Ali Khan s palanquin now emerged from the royal
entrance, attended by only two or three men. Just at this time,
Haider Beg Daughlat, who had volunteered himself to
assassinate the Mir Baithshi, appeared in the company of one
or two soldiers, with a petition in his hand, complaining against
Itimad—ud daulah. Allowed to come near, he handed over thi
petition to the Sayyid who hegan to read it. Seeing his atten-
tion absorhed in reading, Haidcr Beg inflicted a grievous wound
with his dagger, in Husain Ali Khan's side. Recovering him-
self, the wounded Sayyid gave a kick to the chest of his mur-
derer who dragged hiro down the palariqin and severed his head
from the body. A combat now took place between the assassin
and Husain Ali i€han‘s chief atiendent, Sayyid Nut-ul-lah Khan
in which both were killed. After a slight aifray with the rest of
the Sayyidis followers, the Mughals triumphantly carried Husain
Ali Khan's head to Muhammad Amin Khan Itimad-ud-dauiah
who was aniiiously awaiting the result of their ignohle and
risky venture in the tent of Haidcr Quli Khan.'l,:

Seeing the successful cireoution of their plot, Muhammad
Amin Khan Itimad-ud-daulah, Haidcr Quli Khan, Qamar-ud-din
Khan and Mir Muhammad Amin hurried to the imperial quarters
and sent urgent messages to the Emperor, informing him of
Husain Ali Khan’s death and requesting him to come out and
take command of the army. The queen-mother, afraid of the
Emperor’s safety, held him hack in the harem. Muhammad
Amin Khan and other conspirators were anxiously waiting out-
side. Every minute's delay was fraught with dangerous
coosequencess In his attempt to obtain possession of the

"' Shakir. I6.
1' Qailm, Zrti-tr.
1 L. til. II. 59-15o.



13 riser Two Hawaas or awann

Emperor's person, Sayyid Ghulam Ali Khan, a cousin of the late
Hie Bakhshi, accompanied by some of his men, had alrendy
entered into the private enclosure and cut his way through
some of the canvas walls. The Mughals, however, over-powered
them and Mir Muhammad Amin captured them and confined
them in one of the imperial tents.* And a tougher struggle was
yet at hand. The conspirators rightly believed that that party
was likely to win which could have the show of the Emperor's
person on its side. But there was no other way to bring him
out ceptby forcibly entering the Inn-rrn in defiance ofetiquette.
Throwing a shawl over his head, Mir Muhammad Amin, the
boldest of them all, therefore, forced his way into the ladies‘
apartment with Husain All Khan's head in his hand. With the
words of humbleat supplication and apology on his lips, he
snatched the Emperor away from the lap of the queen-mother,
took him in his arms and brought him forcibly out to the
imperial gate-way.'['

Itimad-ud-daulah seated the Emperor on an elephant, him-
self taking his seat behind him. In spite of pressingly urgent
appeals, no man of note or rank appeared to join the imperialists.
The conspirators, Muhammad Amin Khan Itimad-ud-
daulah, Qamar-ud-din Khan and Mir Muhammad Amin with
about two hundred men, all told, were presents]:

The Emperor was brought out none too soon. For, his
retinue was yet within the enclosure when Ghairat Khan, a
nephew of the murdered Sayyid was seen hurriedly advancing
Iilte a hungry lion, attended by a slender escort of forty to fifty
troopers, Unaware, like most men in the Sayyid camp of what
had happened outside, he had just sat down to break-fast when
the mournful news of his unclels assassination was brought to
him. Without eating the morsel he had just taken, or even
washing his hands, he mounted his elephant and hurried to-
wards Muhammad Shah's camp. The imperial aalliery, which
 |

* Q;_aalrn, 211; Wand. 195a.
t Quin. ibis. wnn. lbid: it. K. II. sec; Eiyar II. 43:. T. st. Fill.
1 Qllilfl. flat ‘Wand. 195. K. K. II. noti; Slyar ll. 435; T. M. t-“alt.
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had begun to play on the Sayyid's approach, thinned Gliairat
Khan's ranks as soon as he had reached within the gun-range.
Nevertheless the brave youth went on advancing and pressed
Haidcr Quli Khan hard by showering arrows on him. just at
this time, Mir Muhammad .fl»lIlifl, with his characteristic brayery
and disregard of personal danger, forced his way to
Haidcr Quli Khan and blocked the passage of the advamdng
enemy. He made a bold stantl and fought valiantly."' At
this stage of the battle Khan Dauran with his men came to the
support of the imperialists. Meanwhile, Haji Bashir, an
Abyssinian slave, who was seated behind Haidcr Quli Khan,
fired his match-lock with such deadly aim that Ghairat Khan
instantaneously dropped down lifeless on the ground.'l'

A few other desultory onsets headed by Husain Ali Khan's
faithful servants and relations were easily repelled. A note-
worthy feature of one of these attacks was the display of
ideal loyalty by a water-carrier and a sweeper of the late Mir
Balthshi, who cut their way to the Emperor's chaplet room
(ecshih-lthaiin ) and cheerfully gave up their lives to avenge the
murder of their deceased master :[:

The Emperor had already given orders for the plunder of
the tents and treasures of Husain All Khan and his followers.
So thoroughly was this work done that in a few hours no trace
of the huge Sayyid encampment could be seen. Poor men
suddenly became rich; menial servants (gndnynn) even obtained
two to three thousand gold coins each. .1.

3.--Mia Mcnauuao Anni ansostsn as Ssitosv Kass,
9-rn Ooroasii, 1720

The victorious Emperor held a grand dnrbar in the Privy
Audience Chamber on 9th October, H20 and proceeded with
the business of rewarding Muhammad Amin Khan and his com-

‘ llllllm. Ian 31- I5 II- 993: Blrst. II. ess-
1' ‘Wand. sash; Kainwar. II. scan; Quins, a-I-at K.l€- IL 963.
I Ibld.
l ‘Wuid isslv.
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panions. Itimad-ud-daulah was raised to the esalted ofl-ice of
waeir with the rank of 8,000 rnr and rnninr. Khan Dauran
Samsam-ud-daulah was promoted to the same rank and appointed
chiefBakhshi. Qamar-ud-din Khan, the new waeirls son, obtained
the phat of Second Bahhshi with the Iilflli of 1,000 zct lllcl
rnninr. Haidcr Quli Khan was promoted to 6,000 nnr and 3,000
seiner. Mir Muhammad Amin, in recognition of his seal and
grfwirrng, wig given the title Of Saadat K1131! Billldclt (LlJI£l. Oi:
Good Fortune), and was promoted to the rank of 5,000 gnr and
3.0013 sow-ni.*

‘Within a brief period of one year (since his appointment as
Faujdar of Hinduan and Bayana) Saadat Khan became a party'-
lurzrryi (commander of five thousands) by a hold stroke of
treachery. We are told by a Persian historian of standard
authority that he had also had his share of the plunder of the
Sayyids’ camp. He obtained possession of Sayyid Gbairat
Khanis tents, furniture and valuables which the Emperor
allowed him to re tain.1-

Further honours awaited Saadat Khan whose star was now
on the ascent.

'Ksmwar. II. sass; K. K. II. err. Khafi Khan Wlflflih’ Ill-"=I*
Saadat Khan's promotion as 5,ooo tat and 5,ooo seiner. He commits:
alrnllar riilsfalte about I-laldar Qull Khan‘!

1' Hadlq :34.



Cl-IAP"I'Ell II

SAADAT KHAN, GOYERNOR OF AGRA, 1720-1723

SALDAT Kis.ii~i's arsoisriissv -to Aiiaa,
15'i'ii Ooronan, 1720

After the murder of Sayyid Husain Ali Khan the Deccan
eirpedition being no longer necessary, Emperor Muhammad
Shah and his court began their return march towards the capital
on llth October, l'l'20. On the way, there were several
important aclhesions and many promotions; Saadat Khan,
particularly became rccipic nt of many an imperial favour. DI!
the 13th of Zil Hijjah, 1132 A. H { 15th October, 1720 ) after
the court had reached and encamped at the village of Gopalpur,
he was further promoted to the rank of 6,000 gar and 5,000
snicnr, and was appointed governor of the province of Altbata-
bad ( Agra ) with the Faujdar-ship of gird or pargaoas depen-
dant upon it.* A special robe of honour, a horse, an elephant,
a standard and a kettle-drum were also bestowed upon him.
The new governor nominated Nil-ltaoth Nagar as his deputy
and sent him to Agra to look attcr the administration of his
province, while he himself accompanied the Emperor to fight
Sayyid Ahdulla Khan,

1.-Tris Ba.'I"I'Ll or Hasaiti-us, 13'rn aiin 1-lrii
Novnsinari, 1720

Passing through Qasha Kama, Nandgaon and Barsana,
Muhammad Shah reached and encamped near the village of
Hasanpur, situated on the right bank of the Yamuna and at the
distance of 9-1)‘; miles north-west of Hodal, and began making
 

" Kamwar II. 3050; Qailm. aa;i.Salyar. II. agr wrongly thlnlti that
he was appomred on sand Rabi, ii. rr33H. ( Hth Febsuary fill}. On
that datehewas given leave to goto Apia. lmad. 7, ls also wrong. It
saystliat Saadat Khan was appointed toAgra aftertl-iedefeat of Ahdulla
Khan.

Kamwar. lbld.
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preparations for the coming contest with his ea-waair. Saflid
Ahdulla Khan, too, who had, on the receipt of the sorrowful
news of his younger brother's assassination at Sarai Chath in
the midnight of 9th October, hurriedly marched to Delhi,
returned at the head of a motley crowd estimated over one
lalrh of men, with a pretender Sultan Ihrahim, the eldest son
of Rafi-ush-shan (crowned at the Sayyid's order on 15th
November) and advanced as far as the village of Bilochpur,
sis miles north of Hasanpur and entrenched himself not very
far from the river.

The battle began in the morning of 13th November, 1720.
Haidcr Quli Khan, chief of artillery and leader ofthe imperial
advance guard, placing his guns in front, turned upon Najms
ud-din Ali Khan, the commander of the Savyid van and poured
continuous fire with such efl'eet that the: es-waair’s guns were
partially silenced. Haidcr Qnli Khan was powerfully supported
by Khan Daoran whose men were posted immediately
behind him. Saadat Khan and Muhammad Khan Bangash
moved from their places, created a diversion on the left and
made fierce charges on the enemy.* The Sayyid plan ofa
general onset having completely failed, his troops now stood on
the defensive behind their guns mounted on a high mound
sheltered by trees and ruined houses of a deserted village.
Towards the evening most of Ahdulla Khan’s raw mercenaries
deserted their master and at night-fall not more than two or
three thou sand men were left with him.

The fighting was resumed the neat morning. All night long
the imperial artillery had kept on doing its destructive wtsrk 5;.
well that most of the ea-wasir's men had melted away in dark-
ness; and when he tool: the field in the morning he had only
about one thousand troops round his person. With the heroic
courage that characterised his race, he made a fierce attempt to
reach the Emperor's person. But he had to pay dearly for his
raahnesa. The troops of Khan Dauran, Saadat Khan and
Muhammad Khan Bangash pressed closely on from all sides,

"‘ICarnwar II. 3:135.
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aurruunded him and made attempts to capture him alive. In
the crisis of the battle, Ahdulla Khan dismounted from his
elephant and began to fight on foot. At this, his men, who
had been only waiting for a decent pretert, left the field in the
utmost disorder. Ahdulla Khan stood almost alone in the
midst of a huge crowd of his enemies. Inspire of two wounds
that he had received, he went on fighting valiantly till Haidcr
Quli Khan advanced up to him and politely asked him to
surrender. Ahdulla Khan and Naim-ud-din All Khan, (who
had come to the help of his brother) were seated on an elephant
and brought before the Emperor. Muhammad Shah entrusted
them to the custody of their captor. Prince Muhammad Ibrahim,
who had enjoyed a few days‘ mock sovereignty, was also
captured and sent back a prisoner to Salimgarhl‘ in the Red fort
at Delhi.

The victorious Emperor now resumed his journey towards
Delhi on lfith November, 1720. A few days‘ leisurely march
brought the royal camp to the shrine of Nisam-ud-din Aulia,
where on the 20th Novemher (20th Muharram, 1133-H.), Saadat
Khan was honoured with the title of Bahadur Jang (brave in
battle) and was granted the highest insignia of honour, called
the Mold and Mm-etib. 1' On the 22nd, the Emperor, moun-
ring his favourite elephant, Ranieet, rnade his triumphal entry
in a grand procession into the city of Delhi through the Ajmeri
gate. Two months after, on the 14th Rabi. I. 1133 H. (12th
january, 1T2!) Muhammad Shah appointed Saadat Khan
Captain of the Imperial body guards qflhmgha-i-Khnwhsun), and
bestowed upon him a robe of honour and a jewelled rrrpeelt
(aigrette).¢ Towards the end of February, he was given leave
to depart to his province of Agra and take charge, in person, of
its administration. 'l"|- Leaving at court Ahmad Quli Khan to
act as his deputy in his new ofiiee (captain of the imperial body-
, 

t lCarnwar.II saflb-saw: ‘Wand. Iain-lore: L. 14.11. Bo-on
I filflll HI To Ha HI ha-

1 Kamwlr. IL 3334-
fifiiyar II- 4.11-
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guards) Saddat Khan left for Agra, probably in the beginning.
ofMarch, ITZI.

2.- Orsssrioiss aosmsr Tris jars or Anita.
Saadat Khan's first governorship proved a most strenuous

and diflicult charge. Besides most of the districts of the
modern division of that name, the province of Agra, in his
time, also comprised the districts of Farrulthabacl, Etawa and
]'alaun and the territories of the defunt States of Alwar,
Bharatpur, Dholpur and Karauli and a part of Gwalior and
jaipur * Although nominally within the Mughal Empire the
Emperor and his agent had ceased to eaercise any effective
control over the greater part of this province. The formidable
Jars of Bharatpur and Sinsani ( 16 miles north-west of
Bharatpur) had steadily eittendcd their power to the close vicinity
of Agra. The Jars of the districts of Agra and Mathura also,
in league with their powerful clansmen of Bharatpur, were
in open revolt against the government. The latter were the
first to feel the weight of Saadat Khan's arm. Soon after
his arrival at Agra, the new governor launched a vigorous
campaign against them. He succeeded in driving some of
the rebel chiefs and their tribal levies into their small mud-forts
situated in the vicinity of Mathura on the highway to Delhi.
After a short siege in which he lost four hundred of his men,
Ssadat Khan captured four of these forts. I-Ie wrote an
account of his success to the Emperor who replied by sending
him a congratulatory fqrmgn, a dress of honour, ..nd a jewelled
daggers]: Before Saadat Khan could follow up his success further,
he was recalled to court to conduct an eitpedition against
Maharaja Ajit Singh of Marwar, those days popularly nicknamed
at Delhi as “EI;11|1q.d,-*lq;3h".

3.-—S.s.s.n.s'r Kass svisuoissn To oo soarssr Arts" Stsott,
Ssrrrttssa, 1721

Besides being hereditary ruler of his paternal State of
hlarwsr, Kit Sin h had also, for some time, been governor ofl E

"' Chahst Gulshsn, 30
15lyar. ll. 453; L M.Bl|b
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the hlughal provinces of Ajmer (appointed on 5th November,
1719) and Gujarat. On the fall of the Sayyld brothers,
his court patrons, the Maharaja showed open hostility to the
Mughal government. In both the provinces, he ignored the
traditional Islamic ordinances and forbade the slaughter of
cows. Besides being' the most important centre of Muslim
pilgrimage in India, Ajmer lay in the centre of the powerful
states of Rajputana. The Mughal policy imitated by its
successor, the Anglo-Indian Government, was to concentrate
therein a sufiicient number of troops and materials of war
against an emergency. It was entrusted to loyal and powerful
hands, usually Muslim, with as much armed strength as
possible, to keep the Rajpuis in terror of the ltlughal might.
Gujarat was “the gate of India in hlughal times" both for
commerce and friendly relations with the outer Muslim world.
Hence none of the two provinces could be allowed to remain
in such hostile hands as those of Ajit Singh. But when the
‘question of his suppression was openly mooted in the
court, none of the three great nobles (Niasm-ul-mull: being
then in the Deccan) Khan Dauran, Qamt-ud-din Khan and
Haidcr Quli Khan, was found willing to risk his reputation
where the mighty Aurangeib had failed Khan Dauran
proposed to leave Gujarat in the hands of the Maharaja, if he
relincjishcd his claim to Ajrner. But Haidcr Quli Khan was
opposed to such a proposal. On his suggestion, Saadat Khan.
who had established his reputation as a brave and tactful
soldier, was summoned from Agra-

Immediately after receiving the imperial summons Saadat
Khan, anaious to earn a name for himself, set out for Delhi,
giving instructions to his officers and army to follow him with-
out delay. On the way, Churaman ]at niade an unsuccessful
attempt to hinder him from proceeding further. But Saadat
Khan, continuing his journey by forced marches, reached the
capital towards the end of Zi Qadn. 1133 H. (about the
middle of September, 1721 A. D.). But he discovered to his
great disappointment and chagrin that most of the jealous nobles»
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tstill looked upon him as an upstart. They were unwilling to
-enlist themselves and fight under his command. The vacillating
Emperor, too, did not furnish him with as much money and
materials of war as he had requested for. Hence in sheer
disgust Saadat Khan refused to undertake the e:tpedition.*

4.—-Dsssar aim Dsarn or Ninitasrn Naoait,
26TH Ssrrsstlssit, l'?2l

During Saadat Khan"s absence at Delhi the jars issued from
-their jungle fastnesses, again encroached upon the imperial
territory and undid the results of his previous campaigns against
them. At the time ofhis departure for the imperial capital,
he bad left positive instructions to his deputy, Nilltanth Nagar,
to follow up his victory against the jars and recover as much
of the country from their clutches as possible. Accordingly,
the deputy governor proceeded to Fatehpur Siltri with a view
to reduce that district to some sort of order. He succeeded in
wresting several villages in the neighbourhood from the hands
of the sons of Churaman ]at and seiaing many inhabitants and
cattle from them. ‘When he was returning to his head-quarters
on the 26th of September, 1721 ( 5th Zil Hiynh, 1133 H. )
Muhkam Singh, the eldest son of Churaman appeared suddenly
with 5.000 to 6,000 horse and foot, and launched a severe
attack on the deputy governor. Although the numerical strength
of Nilltanth Nagar's force was double that of his encmy—10,llll'U
horse and foot-his troops could not successfully withstand the
fierce onset of the valiant jars and sufiered defeat. The deputy
governor himself was struck by a bullet and fell lifeless on his
~clephant. His army, now without a master fled from the field
in the utmost disorder. The victorious jars made numerous
prisoners and, laden with a rich booty which consisted of all the
elephants, horses and other property of Nilltanth Nagar and
arms and horses of his men, went baclt in eaultation to their
-hflmflif probably the fort of Sinsani. ‘Within a few days of this

' 5- K- IL vsfi-srifilrst. IL 454-
? shits Pia: Slyar. ll. 156; L. st. ll. tar.
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notable success, Muhlratn Singh forcibly obtained possession of
many villages, both of Kitnl,-t.»;i (imperial domains) and Jagit
lands, and drove the imperial revenue ofiicers out of them. 1'

5.--Last castvaioti aoaitlsr THE Jars,
1721-22

Saadat Khan, on hearing the news of the disaster of Nilkanth
Nagar"s defeat and death returned immediately to Agra in
October,:j: 1721, and was joined by an uneiipected ally, Badan
Singh Jar, son of Churamanls brother and father of Surajmal
who was to become a most notable figure in Indian history in
the second and third quarters of the 1Bth century. On Chora-
man's death in Zil Hiijnh 1133 H.(22nd September-20th Oetoher
I721) a quarrel had sprung up between his sons and nephew,
Badan Singh, who now sought the assistance of the enemy of
his house. Anitious to use him as a pawn, Saadat Khan
patroniscd the Iat fugitive and promised him aid against his
cousins. Under Badan Singh's guidance he began his second
campaign against the Jars the details of which have not,
unfortunately, been noticed by any historian. Circumstances,
however, warrant the inference that the struggle was at once
tough and prolonged. Not—with- standing his clever diplomaicy
and aggressive warfare which lasted for about sis months, Saadat
Khan failed to achieve any success against the enemy. Unlike
the Rajputs who risk their all in open pitehvd bllllflsi lbs Illa
were found of irregular guerilla fighting. They would issue
from their places of refuge, fall upon the enemy and then
disappear in the woods. Being unaccustomed to this mode

‘I’ Shiva 950. '
IItvlne‘s paragtaph,tn the L. bl. ll. p. tat produces the impression

[ and it is so designed by him J that Saadat Khan had not taken the cltatafl
of the province in person before the death of Nilltanth Nagar. Hut this ta
erroneous.

Slyar II. 456, erroneously believes that Saauat Khan was at this time
flu governor of Awadh in addition to Agra. Its account of l~lilltanth'r-
death is also WI‘fl1'1E-
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of warfare. Saadat Khan‘ waa worn out‘ and found himself
powerleala to continue the.attuggle.*

Saadat Khan having failed to aubdue the jata, the command
of the expedition waa given to Raia _|ai Siqgh Kaehhwaha of
Amber on the 19th April. 1722 But he would not proceed
till he waa formally appointed governor of Agra. Saadat Khan
waa, therefore, deprived of the province which waa conferred
upon ]ai Singh on the lat September, IT22 A. D. (21at Zi Qada
.1134, H). 1‘

"' Shiva. 513?:-9_1o;l{. I-{.11. Q44-of M. U. 1454-55; L. M. II, tar.
fine of Saadat Khan‘: letrera written to the Emperor moat ptobablv

pi; the time when rumour: of hia removal from Jhgra were current throw!
aome lieht upon the nature of hla diifienltiea and the einent of auetesa he
had achieved againat the Iata. He aava that when the governor-ahip of
Agra wae ofiered to hirn, nobodv elae waa found willing to accept the ofliee.
Now, after his wotlt there,evetv noble ia willing to aeeeptitt Al fotthe
atrength of the Iata, it has inereaaed rnueh more than what it waa in the
pant. He haa been forced to ltetp Blhflflfl borae in hia pav which baa been
cauaing heavv ettpenditnre and he haa run into a huge debt of about ten
laltha of rupeea. Thia ralaerv has been eauaed bv faithful aetviee in the
Emperor‘: cauae. Other noblea having double and treble jaglra, don't
keep even half the number of tteopn aa he. See lvilanaut-ul-lvlalttubat, 35-9.

1' Kamwar. II 336:1 and ll. -
Sivan H.456, wrongly aava that Saadat Khan waa removed from Agra

owing to Khan Dautan'a intriguea
Agra Diitritt Gatettet p. H50. by H. R- Neville, ertonecruilv ‘Fifi-gin

-that ]ai Singh waa engaged bv Saadat Khan and that he failed ageitur
the Iata of Bharatput. The Raja waa appointed by Muhammad Shah and he
inflicted a cruahing blow to the jatl under Chutaman'a tona-



CHAPTER III

GOVERNDRSHIP OF AWADH, SEPTEMBER 1722-
MARCH, I739

1.-Sa.aoa'r Kata arrorirraa To Awana,
9TH Serrraraea, 1722

Saadat Khan now started for Delhi where he arrived on the
1st September, 172.2, the- date on which Raja _]ai Singh, his
eueeeeeot was formally installed in the ofiice of governor of
Agra. The Emperor being displeased with him for his failure
against the ]ats did not condescend to grant Saadat Khan an
audience, but directed him to proceed to Awadh immediately,
which province including the Faujdari of Goralthpur wee
bestowed upon him. A robe of honour as investiture for both
these ofl-ices was despatched to him by amcssenger,* Raja.
Girdhar Bahadur Nagar, the then governor of Awatlh being
transferred to Malwa on 9th September, 1722 (29th Zr Qttde.
1134 H). September 9, I722 A. D. should, therefore, he
regarded as the virtual date of Saaclat Khanls appointment to
Awadh. 1*

2.-—hw.ana Hi 1722 A. D.

The Province of Awatlh had formed an integral part of the
Mughal Empire since the days of Babar. Its geographical

‘Kn nwar II 336, lmad. p 7’, giver, among others,a very fantaatie
eease of Eaadat Khan‘: tran~fer from Agra to Awadh. He aaya that the
eevenuea of Agra being only 14 lalcha of Ra---a very lmall aum--the
hmperor, who was extremely kind to Saadat Khan. conferred on him the
richer province of Awadh There cannot be a more flat lie. The revenue.
ofhgra were more than double those of Awadh. Seefibahar-i-Gulehen.
3&3!

1' Difler-ant wrong dares of Saadat Khan‘: appointment to Awadh nee
given. I-latieharan’a memory hopeleilly felled him. He give: 1141 H,
an-* layl that the blawabll predeeeelor in hwadh war Harde Ram, lee F,
355-1; ‘J. A. smith. Oxford History or Incite. (1919) n 4:6 give: ma
A. 1-LP. Carnegl, Historical Sketch of Faiaabad Teblll, Rio ha: I133;



30 Fiii-HT two itiiwiias or tween

situation, equabie climate and fertility of soil gave it an
unique place among the provinces of Mughai India, ‘While its-
multifsrious products filled the coders of the Emperors, its
hardy and martial population swelled the rank; of the imp.“-ii]
forcea.* It continued virtually to be it province of the decaying
Empire till 1722 when Saadat Khan, the new governor, laid the
foundation, in fact, if not in name, of an independent Muefim
dynasty under whose rule Lucltnow,'|' its Capital, prospered H;
rival Delhi in wealth, magnificence and culture.

Awatlh of today, comprising as it does the twelve our of
forty-nine districts of the modern Uttar Pradesh, differs cosi-
derably from what it was in 1722, A.D. From the time of Akbar
to that of Muhammad Shah, however, there had been little
change in the boundaries and area of this province. Rai Cblaa.
tarman, a contemporary of both Saadat Khan anti Safdar jang
records the same boundaries, the same number and names of
rosin,-tr; (districts) of Awadh and even of its chief towns in his
Chahar Guishan, completed in W59, as were given about two
centuries before by Abulfaal in his monumental work, the
Ain-i-Altbari. Besides the present twelve districts, it then also
included in it the ;,;m‘<,,;1r of Goraitbpur which was roughly
equivalent to the modern districts of Goraitiipur and lililitll.
Some portion of modern Awadli, on the other hand, did not
form part of its medieval namesake. The eastern half of the
present district of Faiaabad, eastern and southern portions of
Sultanpur and southern part of the Rai Bareli district were then
included in the Allahabad Province.

Irvin, Garden of India pt I'll, gives rgrao, perhaps uncritical acceptance
of lmad, which has rr3a H. ||_r:-'.so i"'i.. LL]; i"""'E‘iFll.le, Distt Gasetteetof
Barri (too?) p tya and Ciotairhur Gazetteer {loop} p. 13:, gives .t,v.ar..
Either Liasetieets give similar wrong tiatea imp. uaa. vol. "'s"'111. _.oj,by
1'l.unter has i?3~1-

‘F epealting of the people of Awadh in 134; Sir Henry Lawrence says
that "They futmah the beat diaeipiined intantry in India. Three-fourths
qf the Bengal native infantry came from Awadh." if-'...alcutta tlteview,
f Edi .eie .

Q 11' illile orilginal capital Fairabad was forsaken by Sander Kl-ian's great
grandson, fisaf-ud-dauinh. In li5i.‘.i ilrbanuduiii harder, the Tth tuiet ct
Awsdh assumed the ntle of King at the instigation of Lord Hastings,
deelerieg hie independence of the Empire in name, too.
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During the ti me of Muhammad Shah as well as in that of
Akbar the province was bounded by the mountains ( the
Himalayas ) in the north, Bihar in the east, Maniltpnr sorlmr ill
the Allahabad snhg in the south and the Kauauj surltur ifl lihfi
west. The length from the eastern eittremity of Gorakhpur
sttrlttir to Kanauj was I35 kg; (about 270 miles) and the breadth
from the uortliern mountains to the northern end of the
Maniltpur surltiir was li5 has (about 230 miles). The province
was unevenly divided into five districts or surltur—-Havcli
Awadh (Faiaabad), Goralthpur, Bahtaich, Lucknow and
Khairabad, and comprised an area of l,[ll,'?l,ElB0 biglias.*

Saadat Khan found Awadh a land of semi-independent
feudal barons of varying degrees of strength and political
importance. The most notable among these chiefs were Ivlohan
Singh, Raja of Tiloi, in the present Rai Bareli district, Rojas of
Bausi and Rasulpur and Binayaltpur in Basti, Cbhatradhari Singh
Sombansi, Raja of Partapgarli, Chet Rai Bais of Baiswara, Raja
Dutta Singh of Gouda and Raja Nstaiu Siugh of Balrampur
in the Gouda district. Besides these, there were numerous
chieftaius of lesser importance and a considerable number of
petty aamindars who, too, like their more powerful brethren,
had acquired virtual independence during the weal: rule of
Piursugaibls successors. Each of these chiefs possessed s
strongly built briclt or mud fortress {g'u‘1'l1_i) usually in an almost
inaccessible village surrounded by a belt of thick forest.'j' Each
had his own army, limited only by his financial resources, and
his own civil establishment. The judicial and erecutive func-
tions were concentrated in the hands of the chief, though petty
disputes continued to be decided by caste or village pauchayats.
His despotic, though benevolent, authority over his subjects
was limited by the presence of many rivals around him (some-
times one chief ohtained a sanad from the provincial government
for villages belonging to another chief and so there were
inte rmiuable quarrels between them) and by the fact that owing
to his limited resources he had to seelt armed assistance of his

ummnhi-“Ii[1-i-xliltbari tr. by H. cl, Jarret and Sir] Sarltar Vol. II. {Ind ed.)

pp IBT-IE5.
1' i-‘iansur., Letters No. El and 24; Tahsirat-ul-Naririn, Zldb-1198.
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people, in times of emergency, against the encroachment of the
governtnent.*

3.--C.t.1="rctu=: or Lucttt~tow_ I722
The city of Lucknow, which then disputed the claims of

Faiaabad (at that time called the city of Awadh) for being the
capital of Awadh as it now does that of Allahabad for being
the capital of the modern state of Uttar Pradesh was in the
hands of the celebrated Shaikhaadas Their ancestors are said
to have been the earliest Muslim conquerorsf of the province.
But, after centuries of political importance, they had sunk into
poverty and insignificance. During the reign of Akbar, one
of them named Shaikh Abdul Rahim, a poor resident of Bijnor,
obtained Lucknow and the neighbouring villages in jag-it,
settled down at the town and built the re five palaces known as
Panch-mahala for his five wives and one for himself on the
banlr of the Gomti.f|: Sinee then, his descendants, the Shaikhaadas,
had remained in possession of Lucknow and the outlying
country till Saadaf Khan was appointed to the governorship of
the province. Important provincial ofl-icers used to he seleeted
from amongst their rank and they always defied the authority
ofa new governor, if he happened to be an outsider, obstructed
his administration, and made every attempt to ereate diificuities
around him.

A tradition, preserved in Kamai-ud-din Haider’s Sutunniitnt-
Saintiu-i-Awrtihs Whl‘-‘H purged of its absurdities, gives us a
fairly accurate idea of Saadat Khan"s movements for flgmgtimg
after.his appointment. I-Ie assembled his Mughal troops,
enlisted fresh ones and purchased oaen to draw his field artillery.
He then set out for fiwadh and, passing through Bareilly,
reached Farrukhahad where he became a vu- st of Muhammad
Khan Bangash. The Afghan chief, gave him an idea of the
strength, resources and pride of the Shailrhzadas of Lucknow,
 

"' l3u'IIeI"i Toputgaphy and Statistics of Fouthern Awadh, I339; fiwadh
Gpaerteera Vfliml ~nrl -I; {Ihrnnieleaofllonao

1' Imperial Garetteer by Hunter, ‘Vol. VIII P F-D5.
. I 5ltlrlttlhIl{ Urdu }. P. H-
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and advised him to befriend the Shaikhs of Kakori, their enemies,
before entering Lucknow. Saadat Khan left Farrukhabad
and crossed the Gangs in the rainy season. It is said that when
his boat reached the middle of the river, a fish leapt into the
Nawab’s lap, Considering it to be a good omen, be treasured
the fish carefully, its skeleton remaining with his descendants
.t-ill the fail of his dynasty. Marching to Kai-tori, a few miles
rwest of Lucknow, Saadat Khan entered into an alliance with
the Shaikhs of that town who offered him their co-operation
and acquainted him with the strength and weakness of Lucknow,
its defences and the nature of the country. He, now, resumed
his march towards Lucknow and encamped at a small distance
from it. Finding the Shaikhaadas off their guard, he crossed
the Gomti during the night at Gnu Ghst, half a mile north-west
of the town and silently marched into the city with a part of
his army and artillery, The Shaikhaadas had suspended a naked
sword from their main gate, the Shaikhan Darwaaa, to which
all new comers were required to bow in acknowledgement of
the proud supremacy of its owners. Saadat Khan pulled down
the sword and delivered a sudden attack upon the confounded
Shaikhaadas who put up a feeble resistance at the Akbari Gate.
But they were beaten and forced to submit and to vacate their
palace, Panehmahala, for the governor. The town and the
district of Lucknow were thus easily occupied without much
fighting. *

The news of this success rang through the length and
breadth of Awadh and brought. in numerous submissions of.
chieftains. With the wisdom and tact ofa statesman, Saadat
Khan accepted these submissions and confirmed even indiflerent
chiefs In their respective estates and entrusted to them the
collection of revenue, provided they paid their dues regularly.
Many rnore chiefs now tendered their allegiance and the new
_governor‘a authority was quietly recognised in most parts of
the province.

"' Sawanihar. ?a-Ha,
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4.--Darius-r sen Illt.s.'l‘H or Mensa Sisoti or Tiaoi

There were, however, many bold spirits who would not
easily stoop to submit. The most redoubtable among such
princes was Raja Mohan Singh Kanhpuria of Tiloi,* about 13
miles north-east of Rai Bareli. Unlilre most of the Raiput
clans in Awadh, the Kanbpurias do not claim descent from any
chief of Rajputana. Their principal ancestor was one Kaoh-
wlio is said to have been a petty aamindar of Kanhpur, situated
some miles south-‘east of Solon in the Rai Bareli district. Kanhis
sons, Sahas and Rahas attacked and drove away the Bhar leaders,
Tiloki and Biloki who held sway over the neighbouring country
and founded the ruling houses of Kaithaula in Pratapgarh
and Tiloi in Rai Bareli respectively. Mohan Singh was a direct
descendant of Rahas. A most energetic and talented prince, he
contrived the murder of his father, Gopal Singh, who favoured
the succession of his younger son Nihal ‘Singh, and forcibly
seized for himself the gqdi of Tiloi. To fire the imagination of
his troops and to win their support, he plundered the Sayyids
of Mustafabad, about 12 miles north-west of Manikpur. "He
( Rajs Mohan Singh ) then turned against the Bais under Rana
Amar Singh ( head of Saibasi Clan and ruler of Khajurgaon
estate ), but the two forces were so equally matched that a
compromise was effected and a boundary fitted between the two
clans. His nest performance was to establish his authority in
jsgdishpurf over the Bhale Sultans, and then he marched
through Inhauna and Subeha:l:...... A fresh espedition
led him against the Naihasta Bais of Bachhrawan,.]. bur, here, he
met his match in the person of Chet Rai, the famous bastard of

a T1151 is s village and seat of residence of the local Raja in lvlaharsj
Garij Tehsil tn the Rat Bareli district- lt is about IB mile: north-east of
Rat Bareli. Sheet. 63 F.

1- jagdlshput is 11 miles north-west of Tiloi. lt is in Sultanpur district.
5}-met 63 F.

ilnhauna is ‘El rullel north of Tiloi and Sub-eha is 9 miles notth.w-E5;
of lnhauna. Sheet till?-

.l. Hachharawan ll 19 miles north-west of Rai Bareli It ls arailway station
on E. I. Ry between Lucknow and Rat Bareli.
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Kurri Sidauli, and retuyiaing thence he made fresh conquests
in the south-west of the Faizabad district."*

Saadat Khan would not tolerate such private wars in the
immediate vicinity of his capital, Faizabad. On Mohan Singh‘s
refusal to surrender the parganas of the Faizabad satkar that
he had seized, Saa dat Khan, with his characteristic energy
proceeded to crush the power of the Kanhpuria clan. The
Raja also brought into the field a powerful army whose number
has been eitaggerated by the author of the Imndrug-Sflfldgt to the
incredible figure of “about fifty thousand Rajputs.“ In the
contest which proved to be as fierce as it was well-matched, the
brave chief of Tiloi died fighting to his last breath. His army
left without a leader, fled from the field in confusion and
panic. This took place probably in the beginningy of 1723
.i’i.. D.

Saadat Khan obtained possession of Inhauna and other
parganas which had been forcibly seized by Mohan Singh. But
as the largest part of the Tiloi estate then lay in the Allahabad
province, it could not be anneited and Mohan Singlfs immediate
successor quickly recovered his power and possessions. This
success over the most vaiient and resourceful chief in Awadh,
however, enhanced Saadat l-'Zhan"s prestige and struck terror
into the heart of rebellious zamindars, many of whom speedily
tendered their allegiance to the Nawab. The governor, now,
carried out a fresh revenue settlement which greatly increased
the resources of the province. For these services Emperor
Muhammad Shah rewarded him with the title of Burhan-ul-
mulk.i .

"‘ District Gazetteer of Rai Bareli by Neville, I 1905 :1 pp B2-Bl.
1' lmad B. lmad says that Eaadat Khan had 10,000 men, while ldohan Slush

l"l'U'l.1El1|I into the field 50,ii0r Rajputs. We know that, when in hare. 5Il=l=‘1I
Khan possessed 30,000 troops, { see lvlansur. Letter hlo. 35 I and he had enlisted
some more before entering Awadh. He could riot, tberfore, have less than
30,000 men in the field. The Ra]a’s numbersareeleatly eaaggsrared. for his
resources could not maintain such ahuge army.

I Imfld 3.
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5.—-Sa.~.n.rr Knas eensitssas wrrn Mcssrran Kass",
Ssrrsitssn-Ocronsn, 1723

Anxious to play a ieading part in court politics, Saadat Khan.
now returned to Delhi, leaving his deputy to administer the
province. At court, he soon picked a quarrel with lvlueafiar
Khan, the brother of Khan Dauran Samsam-ud-daula, the
imperial pavmaster general and a close associate of the Frivolous
and vouthful Emperor known, to this day, among the citiaens
of Delhi as Muhammad Shah “R.;-rngils". A Persian of the town
of Nishapur in the service of Muaafihr Khan, having been
charged with misappropriation of his master‘s money, was
convicted and thrown into prison. Being the criminal"s fellow
townsman, $aadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk requested Muzafiar
Khan to release the man, himself oH'ering to stand his surety.
Instead of acceding to the request, Iv1ueafl'ar gave him an insul-
ting rchuE'. To conceal his discomfiture, Saadat Khan repeated
the ofi'er. Muzaffar Khan grew still more violent and hot words
were exchanged between the two nobles. They were about to
come to blows when they were separated by the officials stan~
ding by. Both now prepared to fig ht out the quarrel in 111;;
open field. Muraffar Khan and his brother won the support of
Muhammad Khan Bangash of Farrukhahad, while Saadat Khan.
was furnished assistance by his friend, Roshan-ud-daulah.

Qamr-ud-din Khan, -however, intervened at this stage and
brought the dispute to an end. The Emperor was highly
displeased with both and ordered Saadat Khan back to Awadh
and sent Muzaiiar Khan away to his province of Ajmcr
(September-Octoher}.*

6.-Sarnan Jane API"D1N'l‘EI.'I DEi‘U1‘Y Govssnou or
Awann, 1724

Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mull: was yet at Delhi when there-
arrived at Faiaabad his young nephew, Mirna Muhammad
Muqim whom he had invited from his native town of Nishapur.
Mirna Mu im was the second son of jafar Beg Khan and was‘I

* L M. II. 13~‘I'135
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horn of the eldest sister of Saadat Khan. His mother having
died, while he was vet a hahv of sin months, he was brought up
by Saadat Khan"s second sister. Soon after his appointment to
Awadh, Burhan-ul-mull; sent a letter to Nishapur, inviting
his nephew to India. We have it on the unassailable testimony
of the author of the Mira;-i-Ahmqdi that Mirna Muqim, accom-
panied by Mir Muhammad Baqar, Saadat Khan’s elder brother,
landed at the port of Surat in the month of April, 1323 A. D.
The historian adds that it was Mirna Muqim’s first visit to
India. They stayed for a few days at Ahemadahad to make
preparations for the long journey overland they were about to
undertake.* Sometime after their arrival at Fainabad, Saadat
1-ihan gave his eldest daughter, Sadat-i-jahan gligj Sadrunrlisa
Begam in marriage to the young Mirna, celebrating the occasion
with usual festivities (sometime in 1724 A. 1).). The bride had
completed her twelfth yearf and the bride-groom was a little
over fifteen or sizrteen. Not long after the marriage, Saadat
I-ihan nominated his nephew and son-in-law as his deputy in
Awadh and sometime later procured for him the title of Abul-
mansur Khanj: from Emperor Muhammad Shah. Of this
wedlock. was born in 1144 H._|. (_] uly, 1'?31I-_Iune, 1732 A. D.)
the only child of his parents, Ialal-ud-din Haidcr, known to
history by his more famous title of Shuja-ud-daulah.

7.—ScP:sasss1on or rue Basoss or Awann
Persian histories write in general terms that Saadat Khan

thoroughly uprooted all the refractory chiefs of Awadh and

* Mirat. TI dd;
T 5-atvnnihnt gives IE1.-ears. Imad p. sf savs that she was five veareof

age or more at the time of Saadat Khan's appointment to Hinduan and Havana
The date of tllil appointment according to Imarl lJ¢1I‘lE 1113 H., it would make
her, in I135 H. ( H24 A. D. J, a little over twelve Hence lvlirsa Muqim
could not have been at that time more than 15 or 16.

jjlmnd pp. E and 9. It wrongly says that the title of Safciar jang
was procured at this time. it‘ was given after Saadat Khan's death.

1. The last line of the following verse gives the date :----

In th- house of Nawao ( Ahul) iviausut 1' iii-tau j, rose the sun from the
hotir-on of light-‘
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restored complete peace and order in the province. A elose
study of the history of the Saba, however, reveals a different
state nflthings. Some of the Rajput chiefs, specially the
head of the Kanhpuria clan of Tiloi and the Bais of Baiswara
inhabiting the Unao and the Rai Bareli districts could not
be properly subdued- They continued to give trouble to the
soldier-governor and even to his successor Abulmansur Khan
Safdar Jang. We are in possession of a large number of letters,
happily preserved in the Julsn-i-Tnhaih Library ( housed in the
R1fnh—i-Am Club ] at Lucknow written by Nawab-Wanir Safdar
jang to the Emperor, oflicials of the Empire, his own subor-
dinates and other notable personages of the time, which throw
considerable light on the history of Awadh. In most of these
letters, Safdar jang complains of the refractory nature of the
Awadh chiefs who were capable of creating disturbance in the
twinkling of an eye and were more dangerous than the Marathas
of the Deccan, the hereditary enemies of the Mughal Empire.*

., Saadat Khan’s credit lies in thoroughly keeping the big
landlords in checlr and in maintaining order in Awadh. I-low
diflicult this task gvas can be imagined from a perusal of the
letters of Rad-andan Khan, janjdar of Baiswara during the
later years of Aurangnib’s reign, collected together in book-
ferm and entitled ‘Iasha-i-Reshan Kaiam" by his Munshi,
named, Bhupat Rai. These letters give a graphic picture of
lawlessness in Awadh during the later years of Aurangnibls rule,
of the presence in all the districts of turbulent namindars,
who did not pay revenues eaeept at the point of sword, of
open robbery in the parganas of Lucknow, Bijnore, Kursi and
elsewhere, and of the unsafety of roads even in the close
pronimity of the city of Luci-:now.']' Instead of an appreciable
improvement, the condition must have been worsened during
the weak rule of Aurangnih‘s unworthy successors. Saadat
Khan was, therefore, required to be up in arms against the
Awadh chiefs to the end of his life.

"' lvlahialbat-l—Mansurla Letter Ho. T. p. 12.
1' lnshai. pp. 2'11



oovesttonstitr or atv.-tuu 39

Towards the beginning of W25, Saadat Khan was forced
to turn his attention to the northern parganas of the modern
districts of Basti and Goralrhpur where great ldwlessncss,
to the estent of anarchy, had been reigning for several
-years. With the help of Banjara mercenaries--a community
of merchant robbers——Tilalr Sen of Tilkapur, then in Goralthpur
but now in the Tarai belonging to Nepal, had been laying
waste the northern tracts of the districts by plunder and rapine.
“So thoroughly had the Banjaras done their work that much of
the country had become desolate. To chastise Tilak Sen and
his allies Saadat Khan sent a strong force to reinforce the
garrison at Gorakhpur. Several irregular engagements were
fought with the free~h-ooters; but little impression could he made
upon them. They would disappear in the woods and, on the
withdrawl of the Nawab"s army, issue out of their iungle
fastnesses and resume the work of destruction. This state of
affairs continued till the time of Safdar jang who. iftflrs
prolonged warfare, restored some sort of order in the distriets,*

The most important Rajput clan in Awadh during the 1'Fth
and 13th centuries was the great Bais clan of Baiswara. Bais-
wara, which ‘then comprised the seven parganas of Pauham
Patan, Bihar, Bhagwant-nagar, Magrayar, Ghatampur and
Daundiakhera, now included in the Purwa Tahsil of the Uflifi
district, was the cradle-land of the most famous branch of tltv»
Bais clan, known as Tilole-Chandi Bais from tllir Chief Bflflvflfif
the great Raja Tilolr Chand of Daundialcherai 5i"-“lid '5'" lb:
Gangs, about 25 miles south-east of Kanpur. Tiloi-1 Chifld
had two sons, namely Prathi Singh and Harihar Deo. From
the first descended the houses of Daundiakhera, Maurawani
and Purwa-Ranhhirpur, and from the second sprang the Saibasi
and Naibasti houses, all quarrelling 1111'-‘@113 '5hfm5"=1"":5 and
with their neighbours. Baiswara was not only famous for the
strength and prosperity of its chiefs, but was also regarded as
an important scat of Hindu orthodoxy and culture in Awadh.
To our own day, village folk in this province believe that to

' Gotalthpur and Blllfl Dlstt.Gaeetteetl ‘l 1913? Ipp. 131 antIl153 f!5P‘='=fi‘"=li'*
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bea resident ot'Baiswara means to be of good breeding. At
the head of a formidable force well-equipped with artillery,
Saadat started from Faiaabad to subdue the Bais chiefs, Almost
all tendered their allegiance and agreed to pay tribute to the
governor. But Chair Rai, a brother of Sadiq Singh of Kurri
Sttdauli, 6 miles north-west of Bachhrawan, scornfullli rejected
the proposal of an abject surrender and offereda stubborn
resistance in his stronghold of Pacchim-gaon,* situated about
15 miles north-west of Rai Bareli_ So successfully did he
carry on the defence_of his fort that the Ndwab was highly
impressed by his valour and tenacity and abated half his
demands. Chait Rai submitted and was treated by Saadat
Khan with great consideration. The Nawab agreed to accept
only half the revenue he had originally imposed on his gallant
ftie.1'

The Janwar State of Balrampur, in the modern district of
Gonda, was fast rising to importance during the first quarter
of the 13th century. The original ancestors of the janwar
chief belonged to Gujarat. Sometime in the 14th century A. D.,
they migrated to Awadh and founded the great Iltauna State.
One of their descendants, in the seventh generation from the
original immigrants, separated from the main branch and
occupied the country between the Rapti and the Kuwana rivers
after having ettpellerl a tribe of carpenters who held sway over
that tract. His sis Balram Das founded the town of Balrampur
and made it his residence. _From that time Balrampur began
gradually acquiring valuable accession of territory, chiefly by
conquest, and in the time of Saadat Khan it was a large and
powerful State. The Nawab’s contemporary on the grid; of the
State was Raia Narain Singh who came into - conflict with the
provincial government. The Raja submitted and agreed to
pay revenue only after he had been defeated in two pitched
battles. His successors chafed under the yolre and paid state
dues onl under the heels of the militaryi: force.Y

* For Kurrl ‘ludauli and Pnchhlm-gaon. See sheet tid F.
1' billet‘: Chronicles of Donao, 9-H.
I Gonda Distt. Gasetteer {IQfl'jj, pp. TE-T9.
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Dutta Singh, the Bisen ruler of Gouda whose territories lay
within the jurisdiction of Alwal Khan, the Naaim of Bahraich
on behalf of Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk. The town of Gouda
was founded by his chief ancestor, Man Singh Bisen, in the
time of Jahangir, [ 1605-1627 A. D. J, and since that time the
city and the estate of that name had continued to be the posse-
ssion of the Bisen family. Dutta Singh having refused to pay
the allotted tribute, Saadst Khan sent Alwal Khan with a
considerable force against the Raja. Alwal Khan crossed the
Ghaghra at Pasl-ta, 23 miles north-west of Faiaabad, and stormed
the local fort with the assistance of the Kalhan Rajputs who
were inimical to their neighbours, the Bisens. He then
advanced upon Goncla and Dutta Singh, whose troops were at
this time away, was compelled to sue for peace. But, in the
meanwhile, the Raja succeeded in collecting an army and a
fiercely contested battle was fought at Sarbangpur,* 9 miles
west of Gonda, in which Alwal Khan was slain by Bhairon Rai,
a vassal of the llaja. Saadat Khan now sent a bigger force to
avenge his Naaim and besiege Gonda. Meanwhile, news reached
of the near approach of re-inforcements to the Bisen lord front
his clansmen in the north of his state. Fearing to be caught bet-
ween the two lorces, the I‘-lawab’s army raised the siege. Both
the parties had, by now, grown tired of the prolonged warfare-
Dutta Singh agreed to pay a tribute, while Saadat Khan acceded
to his request of constituting his estate under an altogether
separate jurisdiction. But, “This arrangement does not seem
to have curtailed Dutta Singh’s power, but rather to have
increased it...............So great waa hiaiflfil-Ian’-‘I! (ii-Ill thia‘
peace] that all the chieftains north of the Ghaghra, Nanpara
alone escepted, acknowledged him as suaerain and brought
their ‘forces into the field at his command.']'

1.-j|—lI|iIlIIIIi'I"Z""'-

"' For Pasha see sheet I“-lo. 63 F. and for Sarbangpur Sheet No. 53-E
1'Distt. Garetteer of Gouda (1!-H.151, ti. 14?.



CHAPTER IV
EXPANSION OF THE VICEROYALTY OF AWADH

‘l.—Sa.tua'r Knee acquires Bananas, Gnaslrea,
]acrtr-on are Cncsaa

In the early years of Muhammad Shah"s reign a noble-man
named Murtara Khan, was given in jagir the four sarkars of
Banaras, jaunpur, Ghaaipur and Chunargarh which now roughly
represent the modern district of Banaras with the territory of
the Maharaia of Banaras and the districts of jaunpur, Ghanipur,
Aaamgarh and Ballia and the eastern portion of Miraapur. Nawab
Murtaaa Khan entrusted the management of these districts to a
relation of his, named, Rustam Ali Khan who bound himself to
pay him an annual sum of five lakhs of Rupees with the right to
retain the surplus for himself.* It seems that this sum was not
regularly remitted to the Jagitdar. Being a simple-minded and
indolent man, Rustam Ali Khan was little fitted to discharge the
difiicult duties of his oilice. I-Ie could neither keep the big
aamindars in his districts in checlr nor make them pay the
annual revenues in time. Accordingly when Saadat Khan
brought peace, order and security to the distracted country of
Awadh, Murtaea Khan was glad to lease his districts to him on
an annual sum of seven lakhs of rupees (about l"l23 A. DJ. As
these districts lay on the eastern boundary of Awadh, Saadat
Khan found his eastern frontier automatically pushed to the limit
offhe modern Uttar Pradesh in that direction. He allowed
Rustam All Khan to remainin charge of the districts on the
condition of his agreeing to pay him eight lal-ths of Rupeesf
annually instead of five lalrh that he used to remit to Murtaaa
Khan.

The reputation of Saadat Khan’s success in Awadh overawed
almost all the big aamindars in his newly acquired territories
into submission. But Mahabat Khan, a hereditary chief of

"' Balrvant 3e and it.
‘I’ Balwant 9e.
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Aaam garh, who had evaded pavment to Murtaaa Khan, on one
pretest or another tried to play the same trick with Burhan-ul.
mulk. Unwilling to put up with such recusancv, Saadat Khan
marched in person on it aamgarh. Afraid of the Nawah‘s for-
midablc force, the rebel chief nova sent messages of submission
with an oifer of suitable presents in addition. But the governor,
who was determined to make an example of Mahabat Khan,
refused to relent. The latter, therefore, left the town secretly,
crossed the Ghaghra and fled to the Goral-zhpur district. Even
there he felt himself unsafe and returning to Azamgarh threw
himself on the merev of Saadat Khan, who sent him into confine-
ment in the town of Gorakhpur, where he died sometime after.
His son Iradat-Khan was installed in the Taluqa, and so successful
was Saadat Khan’a rule there that Aaamgarh remained quiet till
1?5[}, when Safdar ]ang’s defeat at the hands of Ahmad Khan
Bangash of Farrulrhabad encouraged the local ruler to join_a
confederacv of the rcbcl chiefs of Awadh against the Nawah
‘l.‘-5’aeir.* '

2.--Tna: Caracas or vna aoier or Sacnarrnr, 1729
In the year H29, Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulls, accompanied

by Raja Gopal Singh Bhadwariya, led an eapeditlon against
Hindu Singh, a Chandel chief of considerable importance on the
western frontier of Awadh. This Hindu Singh, son of Hari-
Singh Deo and grandson of Kharagjit Deo, was originally a
vassal of Raja Inderjit Singh of Shivarajpur, 20 miles north-west
of Kanpur. Having quarrelled with his liege-lord, he left his
home, Bihari, on the Ganga near Kanpur, tool: service under
the ruler of Sapihi, a minor branch of the Shivarajpur house
and afterwards set himself up as an independent Rflja-1' Hi
built two strong forts, one at Chachendi (also called Sachendi*).
and the other at Bihnaur, ( the former 12 miles south-west of
Kanpur and the latter 3 miles south of the former ), recruited
a powerful armv and encroached upon a large territory on the
debatable frontier of the three provinces of Allahabad, Agra-
 

"" Dist. Gazetteer of Aaamgarh [191 1), p- -1? 1-
1' Jo Au 5. B, TFDL Pa
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and Awadh. ‘With a formidable army, siaty thousand strong,
Saadat Khan appeared near Chachendi. Unable to face the
Naw ah in the open field, Hindu Singh took shelter in the strong
fortress, and Saadat Khan proceeded to besiege him there, But
in spite of his best efforts he could make little progress in the
operations, and, had recourse to a stratagem to achieve his object.
He sent his friend Raja Gopal Singh to persuade the Chandel
Chief to vacate the fort promising to restore it to the latter in
a day or two. Being a man of sweet plausible tongue, Gopal
Eiingh found little diflicultv in impressing upon his host the
inadvisibility of incurring the imperial displeasure by fighting
with an important noble of the Empire, and gave him the
unsolicited advice Of vacating the fort for a few days only to
satisfy Saadat Khan's prestige and honour. He pledged his
word on a solemn oath that no treacherv was intended.
Persuaded by these arguments, the unsuspecting Hindu Singh
left the fort with his family and belongings and encamped at
some distance from it. He was lite rallv deceived. In violation
of his plighted word, the Raia of Bhadawar, at the instigation
of Saadat Khan, tool: possession of the Chanchendi fort on the
third day of the truce. Hindu Singh made a frantic but vain
attempt to recover it; his small army could not stand against
the hosts of his enemy. He, therefore, sought refuge with
Chhatrasal Bundela and his whole estate passed into the hands
of the governor of Awadh whose western frontier was thus
eatendcd to the close vicinity of the city of Kanaujxi"

3--Casiraiois aoaiisst Bsiaoivam‘ Siaoii Unaac,
Novsiaasa 1?.l5.

In the beginning of 1732 i"i.D. when Sarbuland Khan was
governor of allahabad, a self-respecting Khichi Rajput named
Bhagwant Singh (son of Udaru) who was the aamindar of
Ghaeipur and Asotharii in the sr.'ri<.or of Kora Jalianabad in the
 

1 Rusram All in Elliot, vol. VIII p. 46-4?.
"" Ghasipui ia B miles north of the Yamuria and 9 miles south-welt of

Faml-spur and Alothar ll 3 miles north of the river and 11 miles south-east of
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Allahabad tube, now in the modern district of Fatehpur in the
Uttar Pradesh was insulted by the local Faujdar, Jan-nisar
Khan and driven into rebellion. Confident of the support of
his brother-in-law, Waair Qamruddin Khan who had married
his sister, Jan-nisar Khanf neglected his duties and tyrannised
over the people. The cultivators and aamindars alike had
grown sick of his eatortions and tyranny. He picked a quarrel
with Bhagwant Sineh on some religious matter (mariiilnt-i-diniei)
probably making offensive - remarks about Hindusism. The
Khichi chief retaliated, broke out into an open rebellion and
gave rriuch trouble to the Faujdar. In the month of March,
1732, Jan-nisar Khan therefore, leaving Kora to chastise the
rebel, marched upon Ghaaipur. ‘When the Fauidar encamped
at a distance of four miles from him, Bhagwant Singh, who was
a man of considerble personal prowers and courage, suddenly
appeared before ]an-nisar Kbanis tents, with his troops and his
drums beating aloud, at the time of as.-H prayer (about 4 p. m.)
The Khan, then drunlr and asleep, was awakened by the noise of
Bhagwant Singlfs drums. He mounted his elephant and
directed, in vain, his ill-equipped and discontented troops to
get ready for battle. Bhagwant Siogh pounced upon _]i-sin-nisar
Khan and made short work of him and his few faithful followers
who had gathered round his person. The victor besides taking
possession of the Khan’s camp and baggage established his
authority over a considerable portion of the district of Kora

ahanabad *J .

fihaelpur sheet E3 c. Marathi letters some-limes call him liha fisvat Eingh
gg[|f1gfll11'25Bl'l.Efli1E Single and sometimes even Iaswan Singh.

1- Elliot Vol VIII p. 34! has that "lie-flies! Khan bad married the sister
of [lamrudclin Khan, the minister " It ii *3=li'i~'Il'-trill]? =1 wrong

translation of Ulia u,:1_:LllJ-\-id "J5 Jill}! E The translator
up the gipm-1 1,,-5,1, I :59, also gives wronp frflflslfltlflfl and calla jaq “imi-
Qemroddin Khan’s brother. Ncvillle, Dist. Gasetteer of Fatehpnr if ri_,-;.o5}_ P,
155, eopies ldustafa ii mistalte. Neville s view that Kora Iahariahad was then
in Awadh is also cfroneous. It was in the Allahabad subs: I

irwal-i§,111h.2IIa. Shakir p. Hand Eilrltl '16? give a brief
5,1,5“;-,1. Other historians llltefll-latiiq P~ 537' ll?‘ ill“ int" Bh9I“"ll1='I
hands fell the ladies of ]an-nlsar Khan’a harnii. -Uni: of rhena
became his son, Rep 5lngh'a iiialiitreis .MantItlia.'iiiil.-Taiaoriili. Elliot.
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‘When’ the news of this disaster reached Delhi, Waair
Qarnruddin Khan sent his nephew Aaimullah Khan withia
strong force to punish Bhagwant Singh and rescue ' janinisar
Kban’s family. On Aeim-uilah’s near approach, the clever
Rajput finding hiinslf greatly out-numbered took refuge in
the jungle. Aeim-ullah Khan obtained possession of Kora arid
returned to Delhi only after some days’ stay, leaving the district
in the charge of Khawaiim Beg Khan. But hardly had his baclr
been turned when Bhagwant Eingh issued out of his hiding place,
fell on Khawsjim Beg Khan and put him to death. He then turned
his men out of the district ']' and set himself up as its ruler.

Urged by his wife, Qamruddin Khan, wedded to wine and
women, at last crossed into the Doab at the head of 40,000 horse
and 30.050 ml-Wllfltflets in ]une, W33 and besieged Bhagwant
Singb in the fort of Ghaaipur. His troops being tired and
lethargic failed to surround the fort completely and postponed
attack to the neat day. But the bird flew away before day-break
by a clever ruse. To lull his enemy’s suspicion Bhagwant Singh
ltept on firing on the Mughals and when it was mid-night he
escaped, from the side of the fort that was left unguarded,
croscd the Yamuna B miles south of Ghaeipur, before day-brealr
and took refuge in the country of Chhatrasal Hundcla’s sons.
Qamruddin Khan occupied the fort and ordered the construction
ofa bridge to cross the river in pursuit of the rcbel.* But,
before he could do so, he had to hurry back to Delhi to thwart
a plot formed by Khan Dauran, Sarbuland Khan and Saadat
Khan to deprive him of his office. This was .Bhagwant Singhls
opportunity. He entered into an alliance with the Marathas at
Bands and, with their help, drove out the waairis men and
became bolder than ever. Though a petty acmindar, he could
not be reduced by all the armed strength of the Empire.'['

VIII Hiiri. says that she was the Faujdar’s daughter and that the
committed suicide to save her honour.

'l'5haltir iea. sit... itiss. '
-= wees me. Harlin. est; Elliot; viii 342; Seiectioris from the

I-erhevs Daftar vol. 1.. Litrters No. 9. .
1-i[ud_ , . *
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The aggression of Bhagwant Slngh remained isrtpaalslssd
tfll Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mull: was formally appointed
Fltlldar of Kora Jahanabad in addition to his former ofiee of
Governor of Awadh towards the end of 1735 A. D, Sadat
Khan received, on his way to Delhi, undergthe imperial cum-
rlrons, a letter from Qamr-ud-din Khan, requesting him to
chastise Bhagwant Singh and probably also a firriiinn from
Muhammad Shah appointing him to the government of Kora
Jahanahad. He immediately rerraeed his steps, turned to his
left, crossed the Ganga and by forced marches reached Kora on
the 6th of November, 1735. Bhagwant Singh, whose spies had
brought him the timely news of the Nawah's arrival, sallicd oat
of Ghaeipur with his force numbering ten to twelve thousand
men,* and suddenly came upon Burhan-ul-Mull: near Kora.
Saadat Khan, who had hardly recovered from the fatigue of the
day's march, hastily arrayed his huge army of 40,000 troops
besides a large park of artillery and directed his gunners to
open fire on the advancing enemy. Undeterred by the havoc
caused by the enemy's artillery, Bhagwant Singh wisely
avoided the deadly fire and delivered such a fierce charge on
.i'i.bu Turab Khan‘s‘]' division, who was leading the Nawab's
van, that his ranlts were throughly shattered. Immediately
galloping his horse to Abu Turab’s elephant, the brave Rajput
gave such a violent spear-thrust in the breast of his adversary
that it pierced through his back, and lodged itself into the board
of the l-iowdnlt. Abu Turab Khan fell instantly lifeless on the

d at Saadat Khanelephant, Bhagwant Singh now proceede again
himself, whereupon Mir Khudayar Khan, who was posted by
the aide of the Nawab with sia thousand horse and one thousand

* Selections from thelileshwa Daftar, "il'ol. I4, I-etteflliiai sa.s1 lllii
4a. Ruiram Ali, Elliot ‘viii, ease, gives the ac. as as.a-as. "blah ll
incorrect.

1' It lssald that when Saadat Khan entered histerit after his journey,
he had put on a green robe and had a long white beard. Hhagwantb spies
markedthlsaridsoattl-ierime ofthe battlehe attacked Abe ll-ilabfihln
wholaadpiitonagteenrobe andlaadalongwhltebeatdlllie Saarlat Khan.
The latter had, however, changed the green dress for a white one. Siyar. II.
syr.
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hntisltltwpfl, turned to fate the enemy. Pushing on with great
i1rigonr,*Bhag‘want attacked Khndayat Khan's division -and put
ihimlsolfight. Tihen he turned to Iiaatiat Khan. But, at this
sJ:‘ag:"’of "the battle, Shatlth Ruhul Amin Khan Bilatatni, the
ssmbeiofthe histomrian Murtaaa Husain Khan, Shaikh Ahdulla
‘Khan of Ghaaipur and Dorian Sinnh Chaudhart of Kora from
Sasdst Khan's right and hemat Ullah Khan from his left
surrounded him from all sides and eovered him with arrows.
Bhagwant Sintgh faeed the odds nnflinehinnlv and slew several
of his assailants; but while doing so he was shot dt ad by Dorian
Sirlgh who, aeeordinn to the author of the Siyar, was a relation
of his but had ioined his enemy.* The battle cost the parties
5,006 men. Besides hetng himself wounded, Saadat Khan lost
sixteen of his brave and trusted ofiieers and a host of his troops.
The victorious Khan sent Bhagwant Singhis head and his skin
s|:ni¥ed with straw to Delht, where Rustam Ali Khan, the author
of the Tarikh-i-Hindi, saw them hanging in the market near the
polite ofl-lee. Saadat Khan appointed Shaikh Ahdulla Ghaaipuri
his deputy in the sarkn: oi Kora jahanahad and left him and his
nephew and son-in-law, Aoulmansnr Khan there, while he
himself proceeded to Delhi and waited on the Emperor on
22nd November, 1735.1‘

Sometime after, Bhagwant F-ingh’s son, Rnp Singh, who
had taken refuge in Bundelkhand, made an attempt to enlist
the support of the Matatha agent, Gohirtd Ballal, and rneditated
the reeovery of his paternal estate with the heip of the Deeeanis.
The Bnndela Raias also seemed inelined to help Rup Singh in
his venture :]: Abulmansur Khan, therefore, wrote to Saadat
Khan Buthan-n1-Mullt, requesting his presence. Aeeordingly the
Khan started for Kora jahanab-ad on the 18th of February, H36.

" ‘liver. II, 463. Muatafa, the translator adds without the warrant?
in the teat that Durjan Singh had long been in haadat Khan‘! setvlee.
Eng. T. I. =?I.

1' Hadiq. 6351 Eaadat-i-Iawed in Elliot, VIII. 34:; Rust-gm ;\[i, in
Elliot, VIII; Elyse. II 4'53; bhilfilf ll; Mladao 1'5! one and Ir; Sglgfllflfll {mm
the»PelhIra Daftlt, Vol. I4, letters, No. 4o, at and 4a.

1 Seleetlons from the Peshwa Daftar, Vol :5, Letter Ho. to.
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But the Marathas and the Rajas of Bundelkhantl were not
earnest in their promise to the fugitive son of Bhagwant, for
we hear nothing more about Kora in the pages of the Muslim
historians, nor even in the Marathi letters. The distriet must
have quietly submitted to Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk's rule.:|:

1 Sitar. II. 463.



CHAPTER V

SLADILT KHAN AND THE MARATHAB, 1732-1738

1.---Saanaur Knati Panroaaa to assist tits Maitarna
anvaitca into Nolvritaau Iania

Emperor Aurangaib proved in fact a good friend of the
Hatathaa whom he expelled from their barren home in the south-
only to found a greater Maharashtra in the north on the ruine-
of his empire. Since his death, the Marstha sphere of loot
extended across the Vindhyas in ever-widening circle. threaten-
ing the esttinction of the Mughal authority in Malwa and‘
Guiarat. It was the glory of Peshwa Bajirao to materialise the
hlatatha dream of Hindupad Padshshi by turning their former
sphere of loot in Malwa into an cifective conquest and urging
his people to strike at the withering trunk of the Mughal
Empire without wasting time in lopping ofi' the branches. The
eliete rule of the later Mughals, the rivalry of the Hindustani
and Turani factions at court and the struggle of the Raiputs,
Jars and Bundelas to free themselves from the Muslim yoke
afiordcd golden opportunities for the Maratha intervention in-
north-lndian politics. By the end of the third decade of the
18th century, the Deccan invaders who were, only ten years
before this timc, despised by the northerners as rustics became
J; frsnro masters of Gujarat, Bundellrhand and Malwa. From
the year 1732 A. D. onwards their sphere of activity crossed
the line of the Chambal and eirtcndcd to the close vicinity of
the imperial city of Agra. The ease-loving nobles of the
imbecile Mughal court could do littlc beyond making a show
of marching against the swarms of free-hooters and in idling
away their time in frivolous pursuits. The leader of the court
party, the supple Samsam-ud-daulah, was in favour of pro-
pitiatlng the Pcsbwa, and advised the Emperor to concede the
invaderls demands. jai Singh, the friendly Raja of Jaipur.-
also advocated a policy of conciliation with the Msratbas who,
he thought, could not be resisted effectively by physical force.
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Ssadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk, however, consistently opposed

‘the policy of Khan Dauran and jsl Singh and advocated armed
reslstance to the intruders. Qamr-ud-din Khan, the wsair,
although immersed in pleasures, supported Ssadat Khan who
was joined by enthusiastic Muslim chiefs like Muhammad Khan
Bangash, Zafar Khan Turra-i-Baa Sarbuland Khartand others and
by Jibhsi Singh of Jodhpur, The energetic, governor of Awadh
entered into correspondence with the Nisam, probably urging him
to keep the enemy engaged in the Deccsn,* and proposed to the
Emperor that he would take upon himself the duty of checking
the Maratha advance into northern India, if he were given the
governorship of Agra and Malwa in addition to his old
province of Awadh. "jai Singh has ruined the entire Empire,"
‘he said to Muhammad Shah, "by his secret support of the
Marathas. If your Maiesty only confers on me the governor-
ship of Agra and Malwa, I will not ask for any money aid.
He (Isl Singh} has salted fora Kror of rupees, but I have
enough money in my own treasury. Momover, the Nisan:
who holds the Deccan, is my friend; he will hinder the Marathss
from crossing the Narmada." The Emperor was impressed and
took Khan Dauran and Jai Sleigh to task for the failure of the
imperial campaign of 1734-35 and their agreeing to pay {March
1735) twenty two lalths of rupees to Baiirao as the chauth of
Malwa. But the intrigues of Khan Dauran and jai Singh:
who frightened Muhammad Shah by magnifying the dangers
of an alliance between the Niaam and Saadat Khan, frustrated
his scheme. The Mir Bakhshi pacified the Emperor by saying
that he had promised Bajirao only those parganas in iaglt
which were in the possession of the refractory Ruhelss and
other rebellious tribes on the condition that he refrained from
encroaching upon the imperial territory. Moreover the
Mshrha chief was loyal to the imperial throne. "The Marathas"'
he added. "cannot be subdued by force, I will persuade
Bailrao, at least his brother Chlmnaii, to eome to wait on the
Emperor. If his desires are granted, the imperial

I Selectlousftom the Peshwa Dsfesr, vol. s.a;l.ettersNo. 43,,ynand
s-stand rel. is, LsstsrsNc- 3§Iand§|1l.
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will he freed from disturbance in future. If, on the other
hand, Sadat Khan and the Nieam unite, they will set up another
li'.mperor."'* Muhammad Shah was terrified. Saadat Khan's near
proposal that he should he appointed to Bihar, while Mai.-taa
should go to Muhammad Khan Bangash 1' met with the same
fare, It may be admitted that Saadat Khan and his friends did ant
realize the magnitude of the danger and dreamt the impossible
dream ofeflhctualiy stepping the Maratha expansion northwards.
Yet, there is little doubt that had Saadat Khan been given-
supremi: command and had he been fully‘ backed by Mohammad
Shah and all the resources of the Empire, Baiirao would have
been obliged to lower his ever-increasing demands. As this
was not done, the imperialists only frittered away their energy
in endless separate engagements with separate Maratha
contiogents.

2_—Sa.~.m.r Kass salts -to as-mroues tns Rasa or
Bnsoawsa, Fssaeaar, 1737

After three years of annual eapeditions, Baiirao succeeded in
wringing out Malwa from the Emperor [May 1736), when he was
appointed deputy governor of that province. But the Peshwa's
chief demands not being conceded in full, he returned to the
Deccan and after making grand preparations crossed the Narmada
after the Daschra of 1736, and sent Baji Bhivrao in advance "to
secure the co-operation of Hirde Shah and jagatraj, the two
sons of Chhatrasal. and to reduce to obedience the chiefs of
Bhadawar, Jatwada, Daria, Orchha and other Bundela chief»-
tains.” Most of these chiefs were successfully reduced. But,
at the instigation of Saadat Khan Burhan-ui-mulk who promised
him assistanee and advised him not to pay the enemy a single
tees. Mrudh 5iflsh. sen of Gopai Singh, Rafa of ss.s..e~.q;

1  '

"' lfhid, vol I4. Letter Ne. 4?.
‘I’ lhid 1-‘til. I4 Letter Ho. 3o.
it Bhldlfllll ill]? I few lI11i¢|, glfl; ind gflmh-tin nf Aim. In

boundaries are thus atren by Mortars Hutam Khat-....‘[11¢ Qhlmh] an .11:
HDTII1 lfld thfl WEII lfld Ihd ‘\i'l-ill-El Hf Lilihlflwill Ill [hi Iflflth. Hlhliwgn ii
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assumed a still‘ attitude towards Baji Bhivrto. Accordingly,
the Marathaa quickly penetrated into the Raia's territory and
began a campaign of systematic plunder and devastation of his
possessions Relying on the promised re-inforeement oi Burhan-
ul-mulk, Anrudh Singh Bhadwariya boldly issued out of his
residence, the town of Ater, about I1 is miles south of the
Chambal and 26 miles north-east of Gohad, at the head of T,QlJD
troops and 45 elephants and gave battle to the overwhelming
numbers of the enemy at the distance of two miles from there.
At the instigation of one of the Raja’s brothers who had thrown
in his lot with the enemies of his house, the Matathas left one
half their men to engage Anrudh Sinith and sent the other half
to capture his capital. Passing through the towns of Ge-had
and Barhad, the latter division made a wide detour round the
Raja's capital and leaving his army a long distance on their left,
appeared suddenly before the town of Ater which they began
to plunder and ravage. Anxious to save his capital, iinrudh
Singh retreated to Ater, fighting with the enemy all the way.
Though he got safely baclc into the fort, his army was shattered
and his resources exhausted. He begged for terms and was
allowed to remain in possession oi his state on payment of
20,0-0,1300 of Rupees in hard rash, besides ten elephants. This
happened on 28th Fehtuary,* 1i'3ir'. ,

Some days before the fall of Ater, Saadat Khan, who had
been directed by the Emperor to co-operate with the waair and
the Mir Balthshi then about to proceed against the Mara-tblii,
started from Faiaabad with iiibulmansur Khan, Safdar Jalig lull
Sherilang and a big army with the double purpose of cartgig
nut the imperial orders and reinforcing his deceased £1-iendia
son, An.-udh. Singh Bhadwariya. Reaching the neighbnutinootl
of the fitawa district, he received the informatioii of the defeat
of the Raja of Bhadawar and of the occupation, by the hiaratlqas.

which is ii lie! frbtn the tntvri of Gohad, divided the tetritomia til? Hhadawar
and Cit;-had See Hndici p. ind, lHlahagitiii'n is abddi I,-tithiles sbtlth til’
Mn and II miles eeeaaaeer Gohad. Shier sfi 1- - -'_ -4 t .
_ s shake 3?; Rustatn Alt in blltet. V.1lI- est bardesqt,,=¢t-_qi,._,§
fled ed. )n. are ; seleennni ftoin the Pgahii-'a.Dafnlr. rel lat 1-I@El=hi'liP'i'G'it
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of the fords and crossings on Ilia Yamiina- Ht. thflfiflfl.
stopped short, awaiting the course of further events."‘

3.--Dsssier or Marnaa Rae Hernia,
23nn Mason, 1737

After the fall of Ater, a detachment under Malbar Rao
Hollrar, Pilaji Iadon and 'ii'ithoii Bole crossed the Yamuna near
the town of Rapri in March, 1' 173? to plunder the Doab and
prevent Saadat Khan from effecting a junction with the waair
and Mir Balrhshi. Passing through the town of Shiltribabatl
which was spared for a ransom of i,50,0[lU Rupees, they
advanced to Firoaabad and Itimadpur, plundered and burnt the
towns and ravaged the country upto the Moti Bagh, near ngra.
Then, they proceeded to the town of ]alesar, some 26 miles
north-east of Agra, when early in the morning of 23rd March,
173'? hbulmansur Khan at the head of 12,900 horse, came in
sight. He was leading the advance-guard of Saadat Khan's
army, who, on the news of Maratha penetration into the Doab,
had made a forced march of eighty five miles to reach the
vicinity of jalesar. Considering Abulmansur Khan’s force to
be small, the Marathas, according to their traditional method
of warfare, made an attempt to surround him from all sides.
Without beig besieged, the Khan retreated slowly and drew
the enemy to near Saadat Khan’s main army, fifty thousand
strong. Burhan-ul-mullt's fierce charge scattered the Marathas
about who fled in the utmost confusion and panic. For many
miles the fugitives were pursued and about one thousand of
them were captured near the tank of ltimadpur, about 10 mile!
north east of Agra. The rest crossed the Yamuna and rejoined
Bajirao at Kotila near Gwalior on the 2nd April,:]: 1737.

"' Shaltlt. 3?; Slysr, II stir i Selections from the Peshwa Daftar, vol. 15
letter air. I

1 Irvine, 1.. M. ll =3? Ililfl Zil Huiiili taps! tits? ) which is wrong.
Iliuatarn All in Elliot, VIII. 53 eenimits the same error.

1 Eardesel, vol. I {and ed.)p. gfiotfihakir as-38; Rtistam All in
fles,\'1I1._s3-_ssr'1'atlkh-I-Ibrshiinlln Elliot vlll aea;SiyarlI,.rsrl-ladlq.
Jls anilfleslrn 38?. Persian hlnntlcs being baled on Ssstilt Khan's
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Flushed with this victory, Saadat Khan sent, on the 24th of
‘Hare-b, an exaggerated account of his success to the Emperor
and the nobles, writing to them that be bad slain 2,ll(IJ
hlarathas, while 2,000 were drowned in the Ysmuns including
Malhar Rao Holkar and Vithoji Bulc, and that he was going
to drive back the rest beyond the Cbambal. The Emperor was
highly pleased with the Khan, loaded him with rich gifts and
turned the Maratha Valril out of the Court 1- Saadat Khan new
marched to Agra and after staying there for a few days joinedi
Samsam-ud-daulah and Muhammad Khan Bangash near hlatlirira
on 22nd April, 173?. There, one day when they were feasting
together, they learnt that Bajirao had marched on Delhi.

ea:ag|e.r.-rated report give partly wrong account. The same is true of
1-. lid. ll. aB;.r.

1' Btahir-endra Swami Cihsritra, Letter No. av; Selections from the
Peshwa Daftar, vol. Ij. Letters No. —i?.ae,a7 and rs. There is some
diferencein figures as given in didetent letters. Iaccept those given by
‘Hsjlrao himself.

I Ehaltlr, p. 35, says that after his victory over hialhar Iiao, Sasdat
Khan rode out in pursuit of the lviarathas for two days in the direction of
Dholpur Bari, rd ites from Agra, but he found no trace of the enemy. Uri
the ssh day, he was about to start in the direction of the Charnbal to drive
the etseinv beyond it, when he received pressing letters from iamsam.-ud-
daulah, who was jealous of Saadat Khan, requesting him to stay tlllbe
should igin hirn.5amsam-ud-daulah arrived in three or fousfdays and wsled
as many days in entertainments. lvleanwhile, Bajirao had advanced up-on

iDelbi Saadat I(ban‘s scheme of the lviaratha pursuit was, therefore.
frustrated. 51-sairlr has been blindly copied by the Slvar, the Taiilth-L
Muscfiorl and others. Hut be is not supported by truly eonemparasv
Persian histories, like Tnriltii-I-Hindi or by Marathi letters anti do-euitieriis.
-which say dist Saarlst Khan did not proceed south of.i'i|:ra. In fser.
Bajii-an, who was greatly inscosetl against the Khan, waited snsiusirli for
his cotoine south of Agra and then settling his [cures with him. But
-instead of grin; south-ward, Saadat Khan marched towards lslarhura.
Khan Dauran did not advance south of .'i|;rato ieln Suds: Khan antac-
where these, as Slsaldr sass,but the latter Frnceeded_ northwards and ioirsrd
the former at lvlathura. Khan Dauran‘s name was conveniently connected
iwith the story, as he was known to be jealous of tiaadntlibarfa talents
andlcodforrunc. Forth: factasce Brabmeurlrs Swami @lslsil,

Letter No air; Rustarri All in Elliot, Vol. 'li'lll.s~si t‘.i-elections from the
Euhwa Daftsr, vol. rs.i.etrerNo. 34.
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-Izeariring Prom his agent Dhando Govind who was turns-£1; hut
of his camp by "the Mir Bakhshi, about-the lying inventionof
Eiadat Khan, -the Peshwa decided to make a sudden. raid on
Delhiand ma-king forced marches reached the imperial capital
on the 7th April, (?th Zil Hijjnh, 1149 H}, detaching Baji
Bhivrao into the Dosh to divert Saadat l<Ihan’s attention. The
Eraperor,'his court and the people of Delhi were terrified by
the sudden appearance of the Ivlarathas and made puerile
arrangements for the defence of the cit}=.* As soon as this
alarming news reached Saadat Khan and his brother nobles at
Mathura they broke camp and hurriedly started for Delhi,
reaching there on the llth. But the Peshwa had retreated
towards Rajputanaf two rlavs earlier. Saadat Khan now, once
again, proposed that if he were given supreme command and
the provinces of Agra, Gujarat, Malwa and Aime: were granted
to him, in addition to Awadh, he would undertake the respon-
sibility of driving out the Marathas from northern India. But
Khan Dauran and _]ai Singh, who were opposed to the policy
of armed resistance, advocated conciliation and accused Saadat
Khan of having provoked Bajirao"s raid on Delhi. Muhammad
Shah was also inclined to a policy of peace. Hence disgusted
with the pusillanimous conduct of the Emperor and the attitude
of his opponents Saadat Khan retired to Pitvadh.i
 \il ht‘ ,,

P ‘ii lfitahtnendra Swarnifiharitra, Letter 2; :5-elections from the Feshwir
Daftar. 15', Letters Nos, 4? and 3;»-, Irvine L. M. II] ado, gives oth Z51
Hijjnh (sis-as-iii} which is wrong » -

1' The height of ahsurdiw is reached in Irnad which savs that Bajirao
was totallv defeated hv Saadat Khan and forced In other the following.
tel.‘1'ns:-- _ ‘

1, He would never cast his eves on Awadh so ions as it remained in-
the possession of the Hawah's house 12$ "he would assist ieaaclar Khan
flfliipst ahv'enem'-5:, and [3] the lvlarathas would not come- to Northern‘
lndia without the Na wah‘s consent and permission. Ssadat Khan did not
onndesoend_to accept these terms. He wanted to capture Eajirao and to
lteeprhimin chains, hut owing to the pusillanirnoos conduct of the nobles of-
lhlfibelhi Gout: _and the jealousv of Khan Dauran he had to give upthe isles.
laud. er:-_: at t"e£i1’£ls the details about the expedition. lmads ‘version
is fulloi similar mists lees, tee, pp ii-I7 '" . -

‘I Ssieritioris from rne'PeshweDafrai', vol. 15, Letters -ho. ac; Ruarant
Ali in Elliot, VIII, 35. - - "1 ' - ' .



assure itasu n'I“i"D*‘!'H'E iitntrdss 5?

4.-—~THlIi ElIlPPRFBB1tIili 01" Ji. REBELLIQH IN SQUTHERH

Awsuu Julia. 1737

During Saadat Khan Buthan-ul-mullt"‘s absence from Awadh
twenty Riajput chiefs, most of whom were tributary to the
Nawab, Formed a confederacv and, headed bv their leader, ltaja
Nawal Qingh ot'Tiloi, committed certain eitcesses in the southern
districts of the province. Saadat Khan was at Delhi when he
received the news of this rebellion.i He immediately
despatehed his son»in law, Abulmansur Khan with twelve
thousand cavalry and a powerful artillery to quell the rebellion,
Abulmansur Khan penetrated into the heart of Nawal Singh's
territories and captured several redoubts in the vicinity of
Tiloi. He was vet busy against others, when he learnt that the
eonfederates of the rebellious Raja were concentrating their
forces in the Amethi fort, situatcd about 26 miles south-east of
Tiloi. Leaving, therefore, the work of the reduction of Naw_al
Sing]-i’s territotv half finished the Khan turned towards Amethi.

During the course of Abulmansur Khan's progress towards
Tiloi, Nawal Singh and the Raja of Amethi with their confede-
ratts were hanging in the rear of the I~».'.han"s armv. Suddenly
the enemv struck tents and marched towards Amathi with the
object of drawing away the hesiegers in pursuit and thus
relieving the pressure on the fort ofTiloi. But Abulmansur
Khan refused to be out manoeuvted, and reached Amethi on
12th June, 173?. Within twentv four hours he completed
arrangements for a regular investment of the fort. Amethi was
a large and strong fort which, it is said, could accommodate an
army of 20,000 horse within its wooded shelter. All round it
was a deep and wide ditch and near its base was a dense and
eiltensive iungle of thorny bushes and hdhiil trees (ncncio )-
For sirteen days, the besieged oiiered a stout resistance. Bi-it
Abulmansur Khan"s energy and dc termination surmounted every

b tacli: His artillery reduced the besieged to great straits soD 5 li

that during the night of Zilth of June, Nawai Singh and otherI'
 '

' .N.a1 Selections from the Peshwa Dafiar, vol. r5, Letter o 5.
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Ilajss fled from the fort which was occupied the nest day by
the deputy goveraor’s risen.

Both the sides suflhred considerable losses. But the actual
figures have unfortunately not been recorded by Ssyyid
Muhammad Bilgratni, the only contemporary who cared to
chronicle the details of this campaign. Mir Muhammad Muhsin,
glirlg Ssyyid Roshari Bilgrami, a brave ofl-leer in the Nswab"s
army, won high recognition for conspicuous bravery in this
expedition. Sayyid-Al-Rssul, another brave Bilgrami Sayyid,
eeeeived a bullet in the calf of his leg on the first dsy of the
siege and erpired three days after. He lies buried st the bank
of a tanlr near the Amethi fort.*

After this victory Abel-maasur Khan returned to meet his
uncle Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk. He miscalculstcd his
success, which was far from being decisive. Raja Nswsl
Singh's power was not broken; he had simply bent before the
-storm to raise his head again.

 '

" Talasirst. 21% an.:l1l9fl



CHAPTER VI

THE BATTLE OF Ki\.lN.i\.L AND THE LAST DAYS
OF SAADAT KHAN

1.--Tris Mtronst. oounr itsitcnss -to Ksniisr.
The robber was sometimes the preliminary role of a patriot

in medieval history. Nadir, too, who had originally been a
Turhoman robber, came forward a saviour of his country,
Persia, against the Afghan aggressors who had deposed Shah
Husain Safawi in 1722. He drove the enemy out of Persia and
crowned himself king in 1736. He then began a campaign
against the Afghans of Qandhar and sent repeated requests to
the Mughal Emperor to prevent the fleeing Afghans from
escaping into his territories. As Muhammad Shah ignored
these requests, the ambitious Persian monarch, after the Fall of
Qandhar in March, I733, stormed Kabul on 29th june and
Jalalabad on the 1'?th September, Crossing the Indus, Nadir
Shah then captured Lahore on the 21st January, 1739 and started
in the direction of Delhi.

Muhammad Shah was personally incapable of ruling the
Empire, and his court was a scene of party strife and vile
intrigue. The two chief parties,—the Turani and the Hindus-
tani-were headed by Niram-til-mulk Asaf Jab and Khan Dauran
Ssnasam-ttd-daulah respectively. When the news of Nadir
Shah‘s advance to the Punish was announced at Court, each
party accused the other of having invited the invader. The
intrigue and chicanery underlying the proceedings of the nobles
during this crisis is clearly unfolded in the two rival works, the
Hikggttr-i-Fntelt Nadir Shah and the Jotthdr-i-Snmsom wrlflififl bf
the proteges of the Nieam and Samsam-ud-daulah respectively
soon after the Persian invasion and meant to carol the virtues
of their patrons and to expose the intrigues of their rivals
throughout Nadir Shah's stay in India. The whole atmosphere
was so thick with pernicious lies that it was almost impossible
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for tho contotnporarios to know tho truth. Boon Rustam Ali
Khan, who was out of party strifo, was iod to boliovo that Nadir
Shah had inrradod tho oo;u_ntoy it-I thoinstigation of rho Niaam

.ancl Saadat Khan * _

For full sooon months aftor tho loss of Ghaani (10th Juno,
1738), tho Mughal court romainodabsolutoly inaotioo. ‘iihon
Nadir had atrioocl noar Lahoro, tho throo groat nohlos, Niaam-
ul-mullr tho wakil-i-Mutlaq, Qamruddin Khan tho wasir, and
Khan Dauran Samsam-udsdaul.-h tho Mir Bakhshi, loft Doihi
on 20th january, 173'? and rcachod Panipat on tho 23th Horo,
tho Emperor joinod thorn on 6th Fobruary and thon thcy all
rcsumcd thoir joornoy and arriroci and cncatnpcd at Karnal, 20

~milos north of Panipat Tho imporial camp stood immodiatoiy
north of tho town and along tho wostorn hank of Ali Martian
K.hau"s canal which ran ahout 6 or ".7 milos wost of tho Yan-tuna.
Round tho camp was croctod a mud wall many milos in circuit.
"On all sidos of this wall drop tronchos woto dug and military
outposts woto ostablishocl to guard against surpriso attack. -1-

Early in tho morning of 22nd Fohruary, Nadir Shahloft
Sarai Arimabad and, crossing tho canal of All Matdan Khan
with his wholo army, oncampod sir milos north-cast of
Muhammad Shah’s camp. Tho Porsian fighting forcc numbctod
about 65,000 horso, whilc tho combatants of thc Indian army
amountocl to about 75,000 mcn. :[:

2.—Sa.su.sT Kass aantrso ar Kansac,
22su Fssaoaltr. 1759

In rosponso to tho Imporial summons Saadat Khan
Burhan-ul—mulk, having loft Abuimansur Khan in chargo of
Awatlh, startod on a long and arduous journos of ooor 450 milos
in tho third woolr of january, 1739, with a woll-oquippod army
Of 30,000 hfllifit, 3 good park Of il'.II;iliEIY incl vast 515115 gf

matorials of war. Accompaniod by his nophcws, Miraa Muhsin
* Htkasat 2a-Ha ;]auhar- Ea ;Rustam All in Elliot. Vili oi].

- 1“ 1-hsayat. Uh-rsa 5 finand Bram, 24-.15 ; iauhsrt ha; Ehukir so;
Quin: Jar.

'_ i bitiiit LI M 11' 33?-J3-.
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-and Nisar Muhammad Khan Shot jang, ho, although .su.fioring
from a wound in his log, mado incossant marchcs of ntorothan
throo wooks and roachod Dolhi on tho 17th Fobruary. Horc,
lrio halto-|:l* on tho 13th to givo much noodod rost to his worn-out
mon and boasts of burtlout Ho was up again carly in tho
morning of tho 19th and covorod tho distanco of 55 milos
hotwocn Doihi and Panipat during tho no:-it throo days, roaching
tho lattor town in tho ovoningf of tho 21st. Having passod tho
night at Panipat, ho rosumod his iournoy oarly at dawn nortt
morning and a littlo hoforo mid-night of 22nd Fcbruary arriivcd
noar tho imporial camp at Karnal with tho main part of his
army, whilo his haggago loaclod on scvoral hundrcd camols was
loisuroly coming bohintl. i

Whilo yot a fow milos south of Karnai, tho Emporor rocoivod
tho roport of Saadat Khan’s noar approach. Accordingly, ho
tliroctod Khan Dauran to go out to wolcorno tho govornor of
Awadh. Khan Dauran rocoivod Saadat Khan a milo in advanco
and both ontorod tho camp on tho samc clophant at mid-night.
Tho Khan was assignod quartors noar tho imporial tonts and
hohincl thoso of Khan Dauran and tho Empcror scnt him fond
from his own kitchon..[.

Towards tho ovoning of tho 22nd, only somo hours hoforc
tho arrival of Saadat Khan at Karnal, tho Porsian scouts roportcd
to Nadir Shah that tho Khan had roachod Panipat in tho ovcning
of tho 21st. Tho Porsian monarch, thoroforo, immodiatoly
dcspatchccl a clotachmont of his army to intcrccpt tho Khan and
to provcnt him from oliocting junction with Muhammad Shah.
Though altogothor ignorant of tho whoroabouts of tho onomy,
.Saadat Khan luckily avoidod tho path of tho Porsian advanco
guard and joinocl tho Empcror at mid-night. Hut tho Porsians
intorcoptod and attackod his haggago train which was insuffi-

"' Delhi chtonicio, 3.
1' ]ahan-Kusha, Z00-
Ifissim 3'92; fihul Qasim, Hi: and 15a; Harcharan, 359b, Hilcayat,

Iilh; hnandram, I5; Ashoh. 163-5?; L. M. il- 345‘-
J. Iahan Kulha. aoo; and ihid.



62 stasr rwo aawass or awazoa

ciontly guarded and was loisuroly advancing from tho town of
Panipat. "‘

3.—Saaoa'r Kuatt ooas our ro I-tour,
23lto Fsaauaar. 1739

Non morning, Saadat Khan wont to pay his rospocts to tho
Bmporor. ht oourt ho rnot Niaam-ul-mull: and othor nobles
and a council of war was hold to discuss tho plan of oporatiotts
to he adoptod against tho onomy. Tho Niaam proposod that tho
battle should ho postponod to tho 25th of Fcbtuary. This had
not yot boon approvod of by tho Broporor, whon somo scouts
brought tho disturbing nows that Saadat Khan's baggago had
boon attacltod by tho Porsian van who had ltiliod somo of his
mon and woto carrying away 500 of his loadod camols.

‘With groat impationco (barabana), Saadat Khan (who was
proud of his porsonal bravory and poworfal army) toolt up his
sword ho had placod hoforo tho Emporor and roqucstod his
pormission to go to tho roscuo of his moo. Niaam-ul-mulk
irnprossod on him tho nood of caution and dolay, for his troops
woto Fatiguod on account of ono month's continuous journoy
and tho day also was far spout. Tho othor nohlos and ovon tho
Emporor urgod tho samc courso. But tho sonsitivo and quick-
tomporod Saadat Khan would not listcn to argumont. Issuing
out of tho imporial toots with ono thousand horso and a fow
hundrod foot that woto in attondancc upon him, ho mado a rash
advanco against tho onomy in comploto disrogard ( 11¢; 1;,-;m,;[
ho porwohi ) of artillory or any othor proparation. Ho sont out
a fow horalds to proclaim to his mon to ioin him immodiatoly.
But tho wo tn-out troops would not stir out of thoir tonts; thoy
would not ovon boliovo tho horalds, for thoy know that Saadat
Khan had gono to wait on tho Em poi-or. Aftor a groat doal of
romonstranco, howovor, about 4,000 horso and 1,000 foot joined
tho Nawab. 1'

" ]ahan Kusha, I00;
1' Ahdulkarim, 15a; Anand Ram, Ti’; Maadan, IV. 11Tb; L. M. II. 314.
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4.-—-Darsar asn Cartons or Sasnar Kttas,
23ttn Fsnanaav 1739

Nadir Shah, whose army consisted vvhollv of mobile cava-
lry and artillery, left a division in charge of his camp, three
miles east of the hlughal entrenchment and concealed three
thousands of his best troops, divided into three groups, in
ambush. In front of them were ranged numerous swivel-
guns, resting on their prongs and gnmbm-kg mounted on trained
camels which sat down at command and permitted the firing of
these long guns from their backs. Across every two camels
was erected a platform on which were placed naptha and some
other comhustibles to be set on lire at the tint-. of engagetttent
to frighten the Indian elephants. The centre was under tlte
Persian monarch's sort, Prince Nasr-uliah, while Nadir him-
self, in his fall ntil-itatj; dress, tool; the command of the van.
In front ofthe van were posted two divisions of 500 horse
each to he sent against the Indian army to skirmish with it at
the first instance and to draw it into the field.-f

Fts Saatlat lslh-an was seen advancing towards the field I
little after 1 p. m. on the 23rd of Februarr, Nadir Shah des-
patched one of the two bodies of sltitmishets against him.
The slrirtnishers received the Khan with a sudden discharge of
arrows. Saadat Khan gave the Persians a fitting reply and
charged them vigorously. They retreated towards their main
armv, discharging their arrows and musltcts all the was and
drawing Saadat Khan to the ambuscade prepared before-hand,
about three miles cast of Muhammad Shah"s camp. Thinking
that he had succeeded in driving hack the Persian advance-
gnard, Saadat Khan sent fast couriers to the F.mperor,_beg-
ging for immediate reinforcements to complete his work. Mean-
while, the Persian cavalry drawing aside, all of a sudden, man]:
hundreds of swivel guns, in ambush, poured in regular volleys
and shot a considerable number of Saadat I-Chan's troops dead,
Another good number grew confounded and iied from the

..-i-nn.|-|—I-III--Ii"-""""""'-"'

-t Sarltar, L--.l'-"1- 11- 345-45-
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fig. ‘Without being dismayed Saadat Khan bravely stood his
g nd for sometime more in the midst of the enemy‘: deadly
fire.""

While the battle was going against Saadst Khan, Khan
Dauran started with 3,000 soldiers to re-inforce him. But
the second division of the Persian skirmishers kept him busy
more than one mile west of Burhan-cl-mulls. For two hours
the Mir Bahhshi's men oifered a stout resistance to the enemy.
But when they saw no hope left, about 1,000 of them dismou-
nted and continued fighting desperately on foot till they were
all slain. The Khan himself received fatal wounds in the face
and fell unconscious in the hnwdn. About sunset hti was
carried hack to his tents by Majlis Rai and his other faithful
attendants.1'

Ssadat Khan Burhan~ul-mullt, who had received two
wounds and whose ranks were thoroughly shattered, was still
standing in the field with a few of his friends and relations,
exposed to the murderous fire of Nadir"s guns. Round his
elephant were his two nephews, Sher jang and Miraa Muhsin,
elder brother of Ahulmansur Khan (Safdar Iang), both mounted
on elephants and a few devoted followers ready to die with
their masteni But for an unfortunate accident he would most
probably have safely escaped from the field. His nephew Sher
]ang"s elephant suddenly grew furious and got out of control.
It mischievously charged Saadat Khan's elephant and drove it
into the enemy's ranks. Saadat Khan went on boldly shooting
arrows to resist capture. Just then a young Turltornnn soldier
Erom Nishapur, Saadat Khanis birth-place, who happened to
recognise the Khan quicltly rode up to him and climbing his
elephant by the rope hanging from it, asked him to surrender.
Saadat Khan signified his submission and was carried a prisoner
to Nadir Shah's camp. .|. .

I 1'\5d'-l1Kll’fl‘!h 15!; Hl1'l=i'1“'". 360bt Attend Rant. 11'; Hilts-sac, s-1
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Late in the afternoon, Muhammad Shah, accompanied by

the crafty Niaam and the voluptusry waair marched out of his
camp with all his army and artillery. But his huge hosts
remained standing along the canal, more than one mile west of
the scene of battle; and when Saadat Khan and Khan Dauran
were forced out of the field, the Emperor also retired to his
camp at sun-set. The battle which had begun at about 2 p. nt.
was over after 5 p. m.

5.--Stan.-ct Kean Nnoortarm Psaes
After the isito prayer (about B p. m.) Saadat Khan was

brought before Nadir Shah. The Persian monarch questioned
him in these words :-

"You are a Persian (lilte us), and yet without any regard for
our common faith (Shiaism), you were the first to come to fight
“Bill

Saadat Khan replied, "If I had not preceded and out-done
others, all the chiefs and nobles of Hindustan would havo
cha rged me with being in treacherous league with your Majesty;
and the very term ‘Persian’ would have become an objon of
scorn in this country. Thanlt God that I have fallen into the
generous and just hands of Your Majesty, and have not carried
with me the stigma of disloyalty and treachery (to my master)."

Nadir Shah was much pleased at this clever reply and re.
marked, "I shall raise you to a position of distinction in the
States of Persia and India. ""

The Shah then turned to the business and said, "Muhammad
Amin I What is the intention of your monarch? ‘What purport:
can he serve with such a beggarly force as that commanded by
Khan Ileana? ‘Why does he not come to me like a hrntherl-"'
But he tenets-st that the Indian soldiers had fought with reckless
bravery, icommenting, however, that they knew how to die and
not how to fight.1' Saadat Khan gave a diplomatic reply,
"The Qmperofs resources," he said, "ate vast. Only one of

"' Ithad a5.
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his nnbies eame tn fight tnday and has gene hack nn Being
accidentally wnunded by a shnt. But there are cc-any nther
5-min and brave Rajas with cnuntless hnsts still left. The
fnrtune hf the war dnes nnt depend nu any nne nnhle," Nadir
Shah was ennfnunded and determined tn make peace. Appealing
tn Saadat Khanis sense nf patrintism fnr his native land and
lnve fnr his religinn the Persian invader persuaded him tn reveal
tn him a plan whereby he might get snme mnney frnm
Muhammad Shah and gn back tn fight the Sultan nf Turkey.
Saariat Khan answered, "Asaf jah is the key nf the Empire nf
India. Ynur Majesty may call him and negntiate terms with
him."'l‘

Nest mnrning, 24th February, Nadir Shah sent an intritatinn
tn the Niaarn, assuring him and the Empernr against all
treachery. Saadat Khan aisn wrnte tn Muhammad Shah tn the
same "efiiect. The Niaam nbeyed the call and nn reaching the
Persian camp was received well by the Shah. After a lfing
discussinn the war indemnity was settled at fifty lalrhs nflilupees.
On the 25th, the Empernr, in tespnnse tn Nadir Shah's
invitatinn, paid him a eisit,' dined with the Persian mnnateh
and after hairing ratified the agreement made by the Niaam
returned tn his camp a little befnre sun-set. Much nf the
anrietjr nf the Indian army was nnw naer. :1: - - -

6.- Nanut nnsstrs THE rrrsarr at THE tssrrnaerns er
Saanar KPIAH

_ Samsam-ud-dauiah Khan Dauran, the Imperial Ealrhshi, died
fnur hnurs after night-fail nu the 25th February, 1'i'3'9. As
snnn as _the news reached him, the Niaam hastened tn the
Empernr and requested him tn cnnfer the vacant nfiiiee nn his
eldest snn, Ghaai-ud-din Khan Firna jang. Aaim~UI1ah Khan,
Qamr-ud-din Khan's nephew urged his nwn claim nn the
grnund nf his seninrity in age, and nu his failure tn get it,
angrily started tn jnin Nadir Shah. The Niaam and the waair,
hnwever, brnught him haclr frnm the way, and tn silence him

1' Harlin, 3154; Sitar. II. 153; M. U- L ‘iI515;5ntitar, L. M. II. 343.
; Sarkar, L. M H. 355-ii-55, - -
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the hnarv schemer nf the Deccan put upnn himself the rnbe nf
the nfiice. "‘

When the news nf the Niaamis appnintme nt as Mir Bairhshi
reached Saadat Khan in the Persian camp, he was beside him-
self with rage. Since the dawn nf his prnsperity he had enter-
tained the hnpes nf, nne day, becntning the head nf the
Imperial army and first Lntd nf the Empire {Amir-ul urnra},
and the Niaarn had premised tn help him in the realisatinn nf
his ambitinn. But when he heard that in vinlarinn nfhis
wnrd the Niaam had secured the pest fer himself, Saadat Khan,
nut nf a feeling nf jealnusy and vengeance, represented tn the
Persian cnnquernr, at the nest audience with him, that fifty
ial-rhs nf Rupees fined by him as the war indemnity werea
mnst mnderate surn and that if he went tn Delhi he cnulrl
easily nbtain twenty lrrnres nf Rupees in hard cash besides
cnuntless jewels and nther valuables. "ritt-present" he added,
"the imperial cnurt has nn nnhle nf greater eminence than the
Niaarn, whn is a cheat and a philnsnpher. If this deceiver is
entrapped, every-thing wnuld happen as ynur Majesty desires.
It" ynu nrder me, I shall call my trnnps and bavgage frnm the»
imperial camp and place them in vnur Majestfs camp.“ Nadir
Fihah was highly pleased and gave Saadat 1*~.han permissien tn
dn sn. Accerdingiv the latter called his trnnps with all their
helnngings and equipage and quartered them near the Persian
encampment.1- ' -

The nest few days passed in that treachernus lull whieh
ni'ten precedes a stnrm. The twn mnnarchs remained encamped
in their places, and nnthing ercepr the Niaanfs secnnd visit
tn Nadir Shah and the Shah’s waairis visit tn dine with the
Niaam, tnnlr place. But the Persians cnntinued tn invest the
Indian camp which caused a famine and distress in Muhammad
Shah's arrnjni

. *Haricharan,3tHl';L M 11,351-56.
1' Hatichatan 3154b; ]auhar. I4! ; Rustam fill in Elllnt,‘VIII IE3; Alhflb
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On the 4-th March, the ennqnernr’s plan was revealed tn

the wnrld. That clay the Niaam, in nbedience tn the Shah's
summnns, paid a third visit tn the Persian camp. He was
discnurtenusly received and asked tn furnish twenty Krnres
nf Rupees, besides 20,000 cavalry tn serve under the Shah.
The Niaam was cnnfnunded and "pleaded fnr abatement,"
saying that even fifty thnlasands were nnt available in the
imperial treasury. Nadir Shah angrily charged him with
talsehnnd, planed him in cnstndy and fnrced him tn write tn
the Empcrnr tn pay annther visit tn the cnnquernr.*
Muhammad Shah had nn chniee but tn nbey the Shahis call nn
the 6th. He was aecnrded nn welcnme, and shnwn nn cnurtesy;
but was left uncared fnr fnr snme time and kept under a
Persian guard. Neat day his ls,-,1;-em with all its equipage was
called and lndged near the Persian camp. Qamr-ud-din Khan
the waeir was alsn brnught tn jnin his master in eustndy.
Miner nil-icers and snldiers were allnwed tn disperse and gn
bade tn their hnmes. In their attempts tn escape I large
member perished at the hands nf the Qiailbash marauders and
the revnlted peasantry.'|"

7_....5aanse Kass arrntswrn Wei-ei-i-Matlaq ssh
ester Tn Denna

Saarlat Khan Burhan-nl-mulk"s treachery was new handset
mely rewarded. On behalf nf bntb the mnnarchs, Nadir Shah
and Muhammad Shah, he was elevated tn the exalted nflice ef
the 1;p;;,,;,;1.i..p,g,,;leqt (Regent plenipetentiary}, a dignity which
was, then, held by the Niaam nn behalf nf the Indian Empernr
nnly. The evil in Saadat Khan must nnw have been aatiefied
at his rivalis suppressinn and his ungrateful master, Muhammad
Shah's humiliatinn in the Persian camp.

On the ‘Zth March, Saadat Khan and Tehmasp Khan Jalair,
representing the Empernr and the Shah respectively, wee;
despatehed, at the head nf 4,000 horse, tn Delhi tn secure the
 '

"" Harlehann, 365a
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capital and in establish there the cnnquernr's rule. They were
alsn cnmmissiened tn make preparatinns against the arrival nf
the Shah and tn see that the imperial preperty was net secreted
er remnved during the change nf regime. Saadat I-Chan was
entrusted with twe letters addressed tn I.utfullah Khan Sadiq,
geverner ef Delhi, the nne frem Nadir Shah cenfirming the
gnverner in his nflice and the ether frnm Muhammad Shah
calling upnn him tn deliver the keys nf the imperial palaces and
establishments tn Tehmasp Khan Jalair.

Saadat Khan and his party reached near Delhi en the 9th nf
March. As the Khan had received the infermatien that Lutf-
ullah Khan was thinking nf defending the fnrt, he wrnte tn
him, fretn nne stage nnrth ef Delhi, asking him tn deliver it
peacefully. The subedar nf Delhi saw the wisdnm nf the advice
and made ever the keys nf the fert and these ef the imperial
stnres and establishments tn Nadir Sh ahis agent.*

Accempanied by Muhammad Shah, whn as an act ef cnurtesy,
rede a few yards behind him, the Persian cnnquernr left I-{arnal
en the Ilth March and reached the Shalimar garden, nnrth ef
Delhi, en the l7th. Here, beth the menarchs were welcnmed
by Saadat Khan whn had advanced frees the city nne day earlier.
At abnut nenn en the 1Bth, "the fallen descendant nf Babar and
Akbar rede inte his capital en a pertabie th rnne tteltlmt i-semen}
in silence; and humility; nn band played, and nn banners were
carried befnre him." Neat mnrning, nne heur after sun-rise,
the preud Persian ennquerer entered the Mughal palace in a
grand prncessinn, the Qiailbash hnrse standing arrayed en beth
aides ef the read frem the Shalimar garden te the entrance ef
the imperial fnr t. Muhammad Shah welcnmed him and
spread his mnst valuable carpets decersted with needle-werk et‘
silver and geld and ether rare stul':l's tn place his feet en. Nadir
Shah reek up his residence in Shah ]ahan's faveurite apartments
near the Diwan-i-Khas, while the Emperer was asked te live in
the chambers near the Asad Burial-

‘ Shaltir. 44.
1' ll-han Kusha, 304i hnand Rim: ‘Ht
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. B.--Desire er Sssnar Kass, 191'n Manes, 1739
After Nadir Shah’s arrival at Delhi, Saadat Khan Burhan-ui-

I-‘nulls Inst very high and heeame the recipient ef great faveurs
frem the Persian cenqucrnr. I-lc remained in attendance en him
threugheut the day, and all the nebles, great and small, seuglrt
audience with the Shah threugh his mediatien.* In the night
fellnwing the 19th ef March, H39, he retired tn his hnusc
(Dara Shuknh's mansien) in the city and died suddenly an hnut
er se befnre the day dawnedt en the 20th. Iie was buried eut-
side Shah jahanabad. 1:

I-Iisterians are sharply divided in their epinien abnut the
cause and manner ef Saadat Khan’s death. “Nawab Burhan-
ul-mulk," writes Abdul Karim, a centernperaty histerian,
"remained in the fert till sunset. But he was suffering frem
eacessive pain ( in his leg ) which he cnuld net bear. As he
had great regard fer his ewn hnneur, he kept up appearance.
when his cenditien became hnpelcss, he returned tn his hntlse
and died a little befnre nest mnrning.”'.|. Abel Qasim Laheri,
anether centcmpnraty, held that Saadat Khan died ef bedily
ailments (date-i-bedunr) .|..l. These have been cepied blindly by
later histnrians, like I"-Iurtazra Husain Khan,,,,, Ghulam Husain
Khan,i"[' hluhamtnad All Ansari ** and nthers. Hari Charan
Des, whn v.as a pensie net ef 5huia~ud-danish, the grandsnn ef
Saadat Khan liurhan-ul-ruulk, maintained that the Nawab
succumbed te a cancer in his leg, theugh re his credit it must
be said that he alsn mcntiened that accnrding tn anether
versien “tits Nadir Shah demanded the sum 11¢ had premised,

"'_it1t.lit3.t. Eli‘.
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Saadat Khan took diamond powder to save his name and
honour and died about neat morning."* Ghulsm All of
Lucknow who composed the Imqd-“5-Sandal under the patronage
of Saadat Ali Khan, the second son of Shuja-ud-daulah, pre-
ferred the former version and holdly denonuced the latter, in
along but unconvincing discourse, as the lying invention of
some malicious detractors.'}' He had been copied by court
flatterers like Hsrnam Siugh and Baiiadur Singh some years
later.I]I

Rustam Ali, the author of the Tarikh-i-Hindi, an eatreroely
reliable contemporary work, describes Saadat Khan's death in
the following words :--

"It is narrated that, one day, Nadir Shah, in his public
court, spoke some harsh and abusive words to Niaam-ul-muik
and Burhan-ul-mulk, and threatened them with (corporal)
punishment. When they left the court, Nisam- ul-rnulk, with all
the lying and fraud to which he was naturally habituated, spoke
to Burhan-ul-mulk, some very soft and heart-rending words,
and told him that it would now he dill-lcuit to escape the hands
or that tyrant; he advised that hoth should, at the same moment,
go home, and, taking a cup of deadly poison, pursue the path to
death, and sacrifice their lives to their honour. After this, that
chief of deceivers went to his house, and, having esptessed his
will to his relations, drank a cup of water mined with sugar,
covered himself with a sheet and went to sleep. Burhan-ul-rnulk,
who was a true soldier and was not aware of his perfidy, as
soon as he heard this, drank a cup of poison, and went to the
nest wot‘ld..|. Muhammad Muhsin, the author of the _]',mhm.i..
5am5,-rm, writes that when the sum of money and jewels pro-
mised hy Saadst Khan did not eome forth, Nadir Shah asked
him to produce them; he uttered a few abusive words and spat
on his face. He even threatened the Khan with corporal
punishment, if he did not bring the sum soon. Saadat Khan

"' I-larichatan, 366a
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felt greatly insulted and retired to his mansion. His self-respect
asserted itself again and again, and so he drank a cup of poison
and died during the night of 9th Zil Hiijah, 1151 H. (19th
March, 1739 A. D.).* Rustam Ali and Muhammad Muhsin are
supported by other writers, such as, Ashoh and Muhammad
Aslam. A Delhi diarist records in his diary, the Wnqn-i—Shnh
Alum Srrni in the entry, dated lllth ZilH1jjah, 1151 H. that
Saadat Khan took poison and died.1- This version of the story
reached the desert land of Raiputana and Surajmal, the famous
hard of Buudi, immortalised in his work, the Vansbhaslrar, put
it into the following verse :-

wt re era noes vital, hunt vrvttiirm-fit
flute ttrfi dltlh ante as, sefhvrrfi firsutvettii are n11

"Saadat Khan now realised that the Shah had known him
to he I traitor. He thought that so long as he was alive the
Shah would not give up his demands. So he tool: poison
and died.“

Little comment is needed to show that the latter version is
more reliable. Nothing can he more contemporary and impar-
tial than the entry in the Delhi chronicle i:q,t_t|;1q¢1) made by a
disinterested diarist only some hours after Saadat Khan‘: death.
Muhammad Muhsin and Ashoh who were, at the time, present
at Delhi, and Rustam Ali, who was free from court intrigues
and party strife and recorded the incident within a year of its
occurrence, support the chronicle and give minute details. A
perusal of Harleharau Das‘s narrative, written in the third ge ne-
ration after Saadat Khan, produces the impression that the
author himself believed the latter version, while the former was
only intended to please his patron. Ghulam Ali and other
Lucknow historians were neither contemporary nor disinterested
writers. Abdul Karim and Abdul Qasim, though contempo-
 

I jml-mi-, :r-Ea; hshoh sou; Muhammad Aslarn in Elliot, ‘fill. rye.
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raries, wrote many years after Burhan-u1--nmlk's death and were
hmisled by the fact that Saadat Khan had, for about four mont s,

been sudering from a wound in his leg which had deteriorated
‘ d' d fit.into a cancer and hence they believed that he had ie o



CHAPTER VII

CHARACTER OF SAADAT KHAN

1.--Saaoar I-inas as a start

If Saadat l{han"s portraits preserved at Lucknow bear any
fidelity to their living original, he must have been a tall and
handsome man of fair compleaton, broad forehead, bright eyes
and a long prominent nose. He kept long mustaches clipped
off in the middle after the orthodos: Muslim fashion and had a
short Persian beard. But, in his old age, he had grown a long.
flowing white beard* which made his person all the more
imposing. His lirnbs were symmetrical, his constitution was
robust and he maintained unusually good health till the day of
his death.

Saadat Khan was plain and unostentatious in his habits and
dress, franlt and free with his equals, and considerate and kind
to his friends and dependants. lie could not, however, get on
well with his superiors, and once he had risen to power and
aililuenee, he preferred the society of “the humble recluse" to
that of high nobles and emperorssf He was esrremely sensitive
and was sometimes subject to a sudden outburst of violence of
temperament. His conduct was overbearing, and he always
bore himself with the hautcur of a lmfr-l1qg¢1y£, as Sarbuland
Khan justly remarked.

Yet, Saadat Khan was neither harsh nor vulgar in his man»
nets. He was a man of graceful demeanour, of cultured disposition
and of rei-ined taste --qualities summed up by Qasim Lahori in
one appropriate Persian phrase, “lmran*i—ni<i‘.lnq." lie was also
courteous, social, generous and cheerful. "I-Ie was" says the
anonymous contemporary in William Hoey’s Memoirs of Delhi,
"so cheerful and pleasant, so free and easy, that even at siaty
years of age, when his beard has become quite grey, there was

‘ Si-Fl-‘I Ila

1' hppendt: to Iviernetrt of Delhi. P. 1.
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not a wrinkle on his foreheacl."* Like most of the children of
Iran he possessed a poetic turn of mind and sometimes composed
verses under his pen-name of Amin. Some of his verses are
found in the “Rrya;.nt-Sh“.-gm" compiled by Ali Quli Khan
lilaghastaoirl He bad a love for beautiful gardens, but had no
passion for fine architecture. fill his buildings were common-
place nercssary things which could not withstand the ravages
of time and vrcather and decayed quickly. Such was the fate
of his unpretentious palaces at Faiaabad.i

2,—-Saanav l~=1'.na:-t as a soI.utstt.
Saadar Khan was prc-eminently a warrior of ltnightly ac-

complishments. He possessed almost all the qualities of a great
soldier, uncommon personal prowess, an unflinching courage,
a bold and venturous temper, power of vigilance, tireless
energy and capacity for enduring fatigue. But his most promi-
nent qualities to which chiefly his success against his enemies
can be ascribed, were his personal intrepidity and his iron-will.
Although suffering for three months from a wound in his leg
which had degenerated into a cancer Saadat Khan made succrs~
sive marches for over one month to reach Karnal, a distance of
more than 450 miles from Faiaahad, and fought the Persians the
very neat day of his arrival, without a single day’s rest. In all
the battles that he fought, he played important pal-‘I5: tbrvvifla
himself head-long into the foremost rank. But he stems to
have lacked some of the qualities of a great general. We do not
find any regular plan or sltilful combination in any of his battles.
He could not always change his tactics to suit different situations
and therefore met with a miserable failure against the ]'ats of
Agra. A. spirit ofimpatience and rashness pervaded his whole
being before engagement with an enemy ; but, at the time of
actual fighting, he was calm and deliberate.

When governor of Awadh, Saadat Khan maintained a regular
arm about fif rh usand strong, which swelled to a muchYr ll? '3'

* App. to lvlemoirs of Delhi, p. 1.
1' Imad _lJ.

1 Memoirs of Faisabarl, p. 3.
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higher figure in times of emergency. Hit troops were well-fed,
well-clothed and well-armed, and were ever kept in readiness
for hattle.* Cavalry was the most numerous and the most im-
portant branch of Saadat Khan’s force, but he had infantry too
and his chief oflieers were mounted on elephants. He possessed
a large parlt of artillery also. There was, of course, little of
military parade and regimental discipline those days. But
constant service in the field and long marches through a dlihcult
eountry under the vigilant guidance of Saadat Khan himself
turned even raw recruits into experienced soldiers. 1"-Iuttaaa
llusain Khan, the historian who had, for some time, heen in
Borhnn-ul- muilfs service writes that Saadat Khan ltept his troops
employed in toil so that it had become easy for his army to
march at the speed of forty kg; a day. 1-

The usual rate of pay ofeach trooper in Saadat Khan's army
was thirty rupees a month. But he was ever a friend of his
soldiers and helped them with lo ans and free gifts, besides regu-
larly paving them their monthly salaries. On his death it
was found that his army owed him two htores and s few llllhs
of rnpees.:]:

3.—-Saana'r Kass as as anamttaraaron
Like Asaf Jab Niaam-ul~mullt in the Deccan, Saadat Khan

had made it the chief object of his life to male himself virtually
independent in Awadh and to turn it into a hereditary possession
of his family--an obiect he achieved without much difliculty or
eaertion. Without any ceremony he violated the imperial
orders calculated to deprive him of Awadh. In the 9th year of
Muhammad Shalfs reign (July, 172?--June F323) he was trans-
ferred to Agra. Pretending to march to his new charge, he left
Delhi where the new orders were served on him. Bur as soon
as he had reached Agra, he turned to his left, crossed the
Yamuna and hurried to Awadh.].

'$l1-er. II. 4T5.
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Once he had regarded himself as the sole master of Awsdh,
Saadat Khan identified himself with it and spent most of his
time within its limits.* He suppressed lawlessness and
established a stable government in the province. He could
not, of course, “root out“ all the big land-lords, but hfl
succeeded in keeping them thoroughly in checlr and reconciling
them to his rule by his wise and tolerant policy. The smaller
aamindars and the peasantry welcomed his rule, as it afforded
them protection from spoliation by powerful chiefs, and from
plunder and anarchy attendant on the frequent changes of
governors. And well did Saadat lihan repay the people. We
have no details to form a correct idea of his internal policy ;
but from the general statement of the Persian authorities it
seems pretty certain that his policy was to cherish the peasantry
and to protect it fr rm oppression and tyranny I:rfl:y|;1{-p,-;1r|,;,|1rf.)i

Saadat Khan was something more than a mere successtul
soldier, He had some notion of civil governrnent..[. Con-
temporary historians bear testimony to the fact that Awadh
was much better governed under him than under any governor
since the last quarter of the 17th century and the people were
contented and prosperous. Without rack-renting the peasantry
he greatly increased the revenue and put his finances in order.
If Ghulam Ali may be believed, Saadat Khan left behind nine
lrrores of Rupees in hard cash. -l--]- If two ltrores of Rupees"
that were paid by his successor Abulmansur Khan to Nadir
Shah as the ransom imposed on the subedar ot Awadh and
two ltrorcs and a few lakhs which his troops were found to
owe to him, were included in Ghulam Ali's estimate, there is
no reason why the figure should appear incredible. Consider-
ing the espenditure on his huge standing army and his
generosity to his relations and dependants and Persian adven-
 '

1' App. to lvlemoin of Delhi, P. 1.
1 st. 11.1. as l'1l=lia.Jsi| i Imei B-
,|,Irn1cl H9.
1+ Ihid
re ylhm Kusha, Per teat, p. If-‘I, has one ltrcre. but two Has older

than the teat preserved at the Viflfllis Librifi. UdllF'~"- ha?‘ “"9 ‘"91"
I-ee p. Hilb-
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turers and envoys* his immense savings do credit to Saadat
Khan's financial shill.

Like a wise ruler Saadat Khan was prompt in recognising
the merits and talents of his ofl-lcers and in rewarding them
for faithful service.'|' He picked Shaikh Ahdullah of Ghaaipur
up from the lot of a sufferer at the hands of Fakhrud-daulah,
governor of Bihar, and raised him to the rank of an oflicer in
his army.i This man faithfully served his new master in various
capacities and rose to be Saadat l~lhan’s deputy in his native
district of Ghs:-:ipur_.l.

ln spite of the positive assertion of Wiiliant Hoey’s
‘fltnonymous contemporary" that “about two hundred thousand
sons and daughters and wives of Hindu lmfirs were raised by
the might of his (Saadar Khan's) sword to enjoy the blessings
of Islam," 1-1' an impartial student of Saadat Khan’s adminis-
tration in Awaclh cannot but observe that he was not usually
dominated bya spirit of religious intolerance. The above
statement stands altogether alone in solitary seclusion.
The contemporary Muslim historians who indulged in super-
latives in praise of the bigotry of Muhammad Amin Khan and
the Niaam have not a word to say about Saadat l~Chan‘s
intolerance. Nor have the Hindu historians like Anand Ram,
Harichatan Das and others, recorded, anything about his
sup osed anti-Hindu activities. There is, on the other hand,P

"' Qasim. 350 and 354 says that during the 11th year of Muhammad
Shah's reign Saadat Khan gave to one Persian ambassador presents valued
as three lal-rhs of rupees,besicles a costly entertainment given in his honour.

1' Hadiq 336
1 Siyar. II. 459.
.I. Balwant lln.
1'1’ App. to Memoirs of Delhi p. a.
lviustafa the translator of the Slyar gives wrong translation of n

Persian phrase given in the text, vol. II p. 4B6,to express Enadat Khan's
character. The phrase is: ~=-5'-is '='-up-r s ._-,-syn ii‘-5 It has been tgnnslnggd
by lvlustafa as "he was arealous aseerter of his religion." Eng. Tr. vol.
j[.p.I'l'il- I have compared the Lucltnow and Calcutta texts and found
the _sb-ove phrase identical in both. Readers having no lrnowhrlge of
Persian are sure to be misled by such wrong translation. Can l-loey’s
tttlsllltlnn be di.s|-ilnllar to lv'lustafa's 1’



cnaaacrrsa ea saanat REAR 79

abundant evidence that Saadat Khan patrnnised the Hindus
and raised many cf them tn high and responsible pests. In fact,
a Shia as he was, he trusted Hindus mere than Sunni Muham-
mad ans. ‘When gnverner nf Agra, his deputy—the neat highest
nflicer in the prnvince-was Nilkanth Nagar, a Gujarati Brahmin.
Since the Nawah‘s appnintment tn Hinduan and Bayana, his
chief revenue nfiicer had been Atma Ratn,* a Khatri frnm
the Panjah, whn was prnmnted tn the nflice nf Diwan, that
is, head nf the departments nf tcvcnue and civil justice,
when Saadat Khan became gnverner nf Awadh. The Nawah
gave him his cnnfidence and suppnrt, and very seldem inter-
feted with his wnrlt. The Diwan‘s sens, grands-ans and
relatinns were pushed tn the frnnt and appnintetl tn impnrtant
pests in the prnvince. One nf his grantisnns, Raja Lachhmi
Narayan,became Saadat Khan's wal-zii at the imperial cnurt
and prncured the vies-rnyalty nf Awadh fnr his snn-in-law
Ahulmansur Khan Safdar jang. Many ether instances cf
Saadat Khan's patronage tn Hindus may be cited, but these
are ennugh tn shew that an intnlerant bignt wnuld net have
heen guilty nf such favcrurs tn ide-lat-nrs.

4-—Sssnsut I<Zuss's eases amuttn» THE Mcmtsn NDBLIB
‘With the estceptinn nf Asaf jah Niaam-ul-mullt, Saadat

Khan Burhan-ul-mull-: was undnuhtcdly the ablesr and me-s't
energetic c-F the Mughal nnbles nf the secnnd quarter nf the
13;}-1 ggntury, Qamr-ud-din Khan, the was-jir, was a vnlup-
tuary, caring little fnr anything er.-cept fer wine and wnmen. 1-
Khan Dauran Samsam-ud-dauiah was "a carpet-knight and
cnurt-flatterer withnut any administrative capacity nr experi-
ence." :[: All the three, chiefly the Niaam and Khan Dauran,
were jealnns ef Saadat I~ihan"s ability and gnnd fnrtune. They
thwafied his attempts tn get himself appninted Mir Bakhshi
(Head nf the Imperial army)—-an nflice he had cnvetcd fnr a
lnng time and fer which he was the mnst highly qualified

" Imad 515.
'|- Wand. 220a--Ellis
tfiarkar, L. M- II 313.
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noble except the Niaam. Had this ambition of his been
fulfilled, Nadir Shah would have returned from Karnal, and
Delhi would have escaped the horror of spoliatinn and massacre
at the hands of the Persian invader.

In normal circumstances, Saadat Khan was loyal and
grateful tn his patrons and employers. Murtaaa Husain Khan
bears testimony to his grateful conduct towards his etc-master
Sarbuland Khan on more occasions than one_ * He wastonc
of those few nobles who were jealous of the Emp-ire’s prestige.
He was the soul of the Mughal resistance to the Maratha
advance to Northern India in the fourth decade of the
13th century, and he was the first to encounter the Persian
invader on behalf of his master, Muhammad Shah. Yet all
this so long as it did not interfere with his cherised schemes
of self-elevation and self-aggrandiscment "in furtherance of
which he was regardless alike of gratitude, loyalty or
patriotism." He became an active party tn the assassination
of his great patron, Sayyid Husain All Khan, because he
knewi that he would gain more in the confusion attending a
change of regime. He betrayed his royal master, Muhammad
Shah, because he could make, he thought, better terms with
Nadir Shah. '

Saadat Khan had only one son who pre-deceased his father
before he had reached his youth. He left behind five daughters,
the eldest of whom was married to Abul Mansur Khan. The
latter succeeded his father-in-law as governor of Awadh.

III-—hn-nn||—;|--...-..,
" Hldiq. 135.
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APPENDIX I
Saadat Khan's Family

Saadat Khan married three wives in India, ofwhom the first
died soon after the marriage. She was a daughter of Kalb Ali
Khan, an imperial offieer at Delhi. Of the other two, one was
a daughter of Sayyid Talib Muhammad Khan, and the second
was a daughter of Nawab Muhammad Taqi Khan, sometime
governor of Agra. He had only one son who died of small-
poa while yet a boy. He left behind five daughters whose
names and those of their husbands are given below t-

1. Sadat-un-nisa or Sadat-i-Jahan Begam, entitled Begam
Sahiba was married to fibulmansut Khan Safdar Jana. It is
said that she was born of a slave girl (See History of Araf-
ud-daula by Abu Talib, tr. by ‘W. Hoey. p. 5). She was a
talented, wise and virtuous lady, and died in 1796.

2, Haoiga Begam niius Nut jahan was married to Nasser-
ud-din Haidcr, snn of Saadat Khan's youngest sister and her
husband Mir Muhammad Shah. He died fighting in the first
Bangash war.

3, Huma Begam aha; Bandi Begam was married to
Siyadat Khan, a son of the elder brother of Saadat Khan,
entitled Saiyadat Khan.

4. Muhammadi Begam was married to Muhammad Quli
Khan, son of Safdar ]aog'a elder brother, Miran Muhein.
Muhammad Quli Khan was slain at Shuja.ud-daulah's orders.

5. Amna Begam was married to Sayyid Muhammad Khan,
son of Miraa Yusuf.*

F lmgd, g..3o; Eawaruhat en,
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APPENDIX H

Diwan Mina Ram and his Family
Attna Ram was a Khatri from Bhilowal in the Punjab.

Saadat Khan had appointed him his revenue officer in Hinduan
Idd Bajfltla. Owing to ta nun as a financier and owing to his
faithful services to the Nawab, he was raised to the exalted
oilice of Diwan, when Saadat Khan became governor of Awadhs
He had three sons, Hat Naray an, Ram Naray an and Pratap
Narayan.

Hat Narayan was Saadat Khanis Wabil at the imperial
Court. '

Ram Narayan became Safdar ]ang's Diwali.
Paratap Narayan also held some important post,
Har Narayan had three sons--Lachhmi Narayan, Shiva

Narayan and jagat Naray an. Laehhmi Natayan was given the
title of Rafa and was appointed his Walril at the Delhi court
during the later days of Saadat Khan's life. He remained in
that ofliee all through the time of Safdar jang. Shiva Narayan
and jagat Narayan held important posts and were much in
favour with Safdar jang.

Ram Narayan had two sons—Maha Narayan and Hirde
Narayan. Of these the first was entitled Raia and became
Shuja-ud-daulah"s Diwan.

Pratap Narayan, popularly known as Ptatap Singh, had rm
son. He adopted a boy of the name nf 51-in chumps

P Inna sir Harlin. Isa
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CHAPTER VIII
Abul Mansur Khan Safdar Jung, 1703-1754

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

1.—Ss.aosn jsnois strossrons

As has been said in Chapter III the original name of .l'lbul
Mansur Khan Safdar ]ang was Mirna Muhammad Muqim and
he was the second son of jafaa Beg Khan and the eldest sister
of Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk. jafar Beg Khan was a
descendant of Qara Yusuf, a Tutlt of Qaraqonilu tribe and ruler
of Tabrin in the province of Azerbaijan in Persia. Qara Yusuf,
who traced his pedigree, on his motheris side, to Taaus,a
descendant of Hasan the sccondimnm, was driven out of his
country by Amie Timur, (1369-1405 A. D.), the illustrious an-
cestor of Babur and Akbar of India. During the reign of Shah
Rulrh Mirna, second son of Timur, Tabrin was, however, re-
covered by jahan Shah, son of Qara Yusuf, whose descendants
continued to rule over their paternal state till Mansur Mirna,
a contemporary of Shah Abbas I, (1532-1627 A. D.) was dep-
rived of it by that Persian monarch. Abbas, the Great, brought
the Mirna to his capital and directed him to settle in the town
of Nishapur and gave him a jngir for his maintenance. Jafar
Beg Khan, the father of Mirna Muhammad Muqim was, it is
said, siath in descent from Mansur Mirna.* '

2.--Bornnon snn Enucsrros. 1703-1722
Of his several wives, Jlfar Beg Khan was most passionately

attaehpd to the sister of Saadat Khan. By her he had two sons
Mirna Muhsin and Mirna Muhammad Muqim. Mirna Muqim
was only sin months and his elder brother only four years when
their mother died, leaving them to be taken care of by her
bereaved husband. Both the children were, therefore, brought
up by Saadat Kl-ran’s second sister who was married to Mir
Muhammad Shah, son of Burhan-ul-mullt"s uncle, Mir Mubam.

‘lmad. B and 9.
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toad Yosuffll‘ In her home, Mirna Muhammad Muqim grew
up a gallant and promising boy. Reason has been given in
section sixth of Chapter III for believing that the Mirna was
about sixteen years of age in 1724 A. D. I-Ie must, therefore,
have been horn in or about the year 1'?lJEl A. D.

lvfiraa biuqim was highly educated and cultured. I-lis letters,
written during and after the lifetime of Saadat Khan, with their
easy, flowing style, show the Miraa’s mastery of the Persian
language. They are also mostly free from useless rhetoric,
difficult figures of speech and round-about expression so corn+
mon in Persian composition of that age. -]* Contemporaries like
Murtaaa Husain Khan, who ltnew him intimately, hear testimony
to his pleasing and dignified manners, cultured disposition and
refined taste as early as the year 1731 A D., which:[: indicate
good breeding from an early age. It seems almost certain that,
if not a finished scholar, Miraa Muhammad Muqim had come to
India, having at least finished his schooling in the country ofhis
birth.

We have no materials to ascertain his acquirements as a
soldier during his boyhood in Persia. But eighteenth century,
like all others of the medieval age, was a time when military
qualifications were considered indispensable even for those em-
ployed in civil service or civic avocations-H of life. Miraa
Mnqim would not have been an exception to the rule, for his
boyhood passed during a ctitical period of Persia‘s history, when
she was being overrun by Afghan usurpers, and when there was
great confusion in his province of Khurasan. He must have
acquired at least the rudiments of military science of his time.
Though battlefield was not his special province, yet he remained
a fairly active soldier throughout his career in India.

. 5.—Tnt: Pstuoo or Avratrrrtcssnir, 1.724-1739
When Muhammad Muqim was about fifteen years of age he

was invited from Nishapnr by his maternal uncle Saadat Khan

"'Sawanihat. Ia-
.1'M.lns1.|t-oi-h'lalttubat. ' -

- 1:1-lsrliq. 335-J36. See also Itnacl 31.
I ,1j'€_'Jfieers of the Mughal Government, whether civil or mi.lltnty,.w¢1-Q

ensnlledas members of the army. Similar was the rule in other Islanfle
aanetnn. '
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Burhan-nl-malt, then governor of Awadh. The youngman
landed at Surat in April, 1723, and, after a laborious journey of
more than TDD miles arrived at Faiaabad in about two months‘
time, As he was gifted with the noble qualities of head and
heart, Saadat Khan gave his eldest daughter, Sadat-un-nisa glint
Nawab Begum, in marriage to him in preference to his brother's
son, Nisar Muhammad Khan Sher ]ang. The Nawab then
appointed him his Deputy in Awadh and obtained for him the
title of Abulmansur Khan from Emperor Muhammad Shah.

As deputy-governor of Awadh (1724-39} Abulmansur Khan
was required to familiarise himself with civil and military
affairs which enabled him to have much administrative cape-
rience that stood him in good stead when he succeeded his uncle
and father-in-law in the ofhce of governor. Saadat Khan, who
looked upon him as his son, nominated him his successor and
associated him in the administration of the province. Under
his fostering care and that of Diwan Atma Ram, a competent
financier, Ahulmansur Khan learnt the intricacies of a govern-
ment and acquired so much practical knowledge of civil and
military administration that, during the last few years of his rule,
Saadat Khan was pleased to leave to him the sole charge of
the government of .fi.wadh,* himself devoting a major part of
his time to the Delhi politics.

During the period of his apprenticeship Abul-mansur Khan
acquired no less training and experience in the conduct of war.
In all the important battles that Saadat Khan fought after 1724
we find his son-in law by his side. Abulmansur Khan fought
along with his father-in-law against Bhagwant Singh Kbiehi of
Kora jahanabad in November, 1735. When Sasdat Khan returned
to Delhi after the successful termination of the campaign, he
was left at Kora in command of the Awaclh army to help
Shaikh Ahdulla Ghaaipuai, the governor’s deputy in the
district, to reduce the new territory to order and to guard
against a possible invasion of the hlarathas who had been invited
by Rap Singh, a fugitive son of the deceased Bhagwant Singh.

‘Imad 9; lH'lalttubat,,59-63.
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In March, H37, he outwitted Malhar Rao Hollrar and his
troops near the town of jalesar, by drawing them slowly to
near Saadat Khan's main force whose one cavalry charge
scattered the Marathas about and drove them out of the field.
In June, 1737, he quelled an insurrection in southern Awadh
by defeating a combination of several Rajput chiefs led by their
leader Nawal Singh, Raja of Tiloi. The confederates, who had
taken shelter in the Amethi fort, were dislodged from it and
the stronghold was captured by the deputy governor's men. In
December, 173?, he was sent by Saadat Khan to the relief of
Nieam-ul-mull: who had been besieged by Baprso at Bhopflh
But he was intercepted by Malhar Rao Holkar and was forced
to retreat.* Early in ‘I733, Abulmansur Khan undertook an
cspedition to jaunpur to deprive Rustam All Khan of the four
districts of jaunpur, Mireapnr, Ghaeipur and Banaras.
Though no fighting was done, he was able to achieve his object
by diplomacy, backed by force, and Rustam Ali Khan had to
seek refuge by fiightf.

"' L. lil. II. 394.
1' Balerant gt-raa.
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1.-—t‘lsvLtrassvs. Kassie ctaist '1‘~U Aw.-ton usseeessssmmr
nrst-urltn, Artur. 1739

On Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mullt’s death on 15-'th March,
1739, there was some dispute about succession to the governor-
ship of Awadh. Two candidates contested for the ofiice-~
Sher ]ang and Abulmansur Khan, both being closely related
to the deceased. Nisar Muhammad Khan Sher jang, son of
Siyadat Khan* (Mir Muhammad Baqar), elder brother of
Saadat Khan, petitioned Nadir Shah through Tehnaasp Khan
_]alair, praying that the Shah be pleased to recommend him
to Emperor Muhammad Shah, and pleading that so long as
he, the son of the deceased governor’s brother and, therefore,
the rightful heir to his office and dignity, was available the
vacant post should not be conferred on Abulmansur Khan
who was merely a son of the late Burhan-ul-mullt's sister.
On behalf of Abulmansur Khan Lachhmi Narayan, a loyal and
hereditary wakil of Saadat Khan at the imperial court, submitted
an app-limtion to the Shah through Abdul Baqi Khan, the
Persian Waeir. He argued that neither Abulmansur Khan nor
Sher jang was an heir to Saadat Khan's ofiice and property
which belonged to the Emperor who might confer them on
any body he pleased. But if a choice were to be made between
the two candidates, it should not be forgotten that Saadat
Khan had not been well-disposed towards 5her _]ang, and had
given his eldest and most beloved daughter in marriage to
Abultnansur Khan in preference to Sher jang, though the
latter happened to have been more closely related to him,
Moreover, Abulmansur Khan was decidedly a better man,
He was honest, trustworthy and God-fearing. He possessed
natural talents and was popular with his late uncle's troops.

* Slyaadat Khan diedin Rajah tr.-[4 1-I. {agth December IJ'_1I--fifth
Iannary 1;.-gs ) See Tabsiral:-ul-Narltila. cs lam -~
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He had, above all, managed to collect two ltrores of Rupees
iflttadsd as a present (psrhkath) to the Shah in anticipation of
his appointment.*

Upon the financial resources of the respective candidates
depended their success or failure. Whiche ver of the two could
please the Persian conqueror by rich presents was sure to win
the coveted office, As Abulmansur Khan was in possession
of his uncleis hoards at Faiaabad, his prayer was accepted.
Two hundred -[- Qieilhash horse were sent to Awadh to bring
two ltrores of Rupees in which was included the ransom
imposed on Saadat Khan, and to invest Abulmansur Khan with
the robes of the governorship of the province. They brought
on 13th May, :11‘ 1739, one krore and eighty lalths of Rupees
with some precious articles, including a huge elephant, To
thcae was added a sum of twenty lalrhs of Rupees from Saadat
Khan's house at Delhi and the entire amount was deposited
in the Shah’s treasury. 1'1‘ Soon after Nadir Shah’s departure
from Delhi Emperor Muhammad Shah conferred on Abol-
mansur Khan the title of Safdar jang (Lion of Battle) and con-
firmed him in Awadh with all its strrlears. granting him the
Jagirs held by his uncle.**

, 2--Dsss.t'r or tns Rasa or T1t.ot, Novsstssa 1739
For some months after his appointment Abulmansur Khan

Safdar Iang must have had a very busy timc. Contemporary
historians, whose theme in almost all cases was Delhi history,
seldom bestowed a passing glance at the happenings in the
provinces. We know, however, from the Tm-ikh-i-Farah Belthrlr,
1 history of Faiaahad, that the news of Saadat Khan's 'a=..tt.

l lmad 3e and 31.
T lmad. 31 Siysr, ll. 485, says that one thousand troops weresent

to Awadh. _
I Delhi Chronicle, 6
fihbdulliaflm, cab; Hadiq, 13.5 i Ehalrit. 4? r Nlaadan IV. rage ; Slyar

11. .435 timed. 31. Duly flnand Ram, p. 5!, says one ltrote- llhlu-Klllhl,
Persian Tear, isoy, gives one ktore, huttwo ld|s.oldet than the tear, preserved
at the ‘Ftctotia Library Udalpur (p. ttitb} have two ltrores of Rupees.

'"' lHlektubet,'I.etters'hlo. ta, 16. and ll‘.
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had instigated hwadh to rebellion, fill classes of lawless men
who thrive in disorder, and many of the big chiefs who were
still amrious to regain their freedom, raised their heads in
various parts of the province. Shaikh Nasrat-ullah and Pathet-
ullah, landlords of Amethi Bandagi, 14 miles south-west of
Lucknow, joined hands with the Rajput rulers of Hasanpur,
Tiloi and Garh Amethi in the Sultanpur district and the newly
converted Pathans of jagdishpur, situated about ll miles
north-east of Tiloi, and created a wide-spread insurrection.
Safdar jang was dismayed for a time. But, after some hesita-
tion, the new governor, encouraged by his wife, the courageous
and talented Sadr-un-nisa, marched out of Lucknow with
his Mughals and artillery and defeated and dispersed the
rebels who had not yet been able to organise themselves and
gather sufiicient strength.* Similar other risings might have
taken place in other parts of the province. Safdar ]ang'5
letters addressed to the Emperor between 1739 and 1743
indicate his anaiety about the turbulence of big Awadh chiefs
who might commit mischief any moment. Two of his letters
reported actual outhrealts in the southern and the north-western
parts of his tuba and of his success over the rebel chiefs.

Taking advantage of the change of government, the Raja
ef Tiloi, a hereditary enemy of the house of Safdar Jang, made
a fresh attempt to regain his independence, of which his
warrior ancestor, Raja Ivlohan Singh, had been deprived as
early as l'l'23. He amassed suflicient materials of war and
concentrated his troops in the strong fort of Tiloi,the seat
of his residence, which was surrounded by an estensive belt
of dense and thorny jungle. In order to quell the rebellion
Safdar Iang set out from Lucknow with his army and a large
park of artillery and after a few days‘ successive marches
reached Tiloi on 10th November, 1739. The Nawabls men
quickly besieged the fort and delivered a vigorous assault on
it, The Rajputs ofihred a stubborn resistance, came out of
their stronghold and there was open fierce fighting for about
 

' "' llllllllam Huey’! lvletnolrs of Delhi and Falrabad, ‘Vol.1! pp, 1'16-4?.
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two hours. But they could not stand before the artillery and
superior discipline of the hlughala. A large number of the
Raja's men and a few of his chief oflicers were slain and the
rest lost hope and escaped from the field.* Safdar jang made
no further attempt to dislodge the rebel and returned to
Faicabad. Although the Raja failed to realise his dream of
independe-nce,.ypt he could not be ousted and remained in
possession of his estate.

3.--Dsrssr er Nswsr. SIHGH Grew or Ksrsssa,
Msacn 1'?4l

Early in 1741 Safdar jang was obliged to undertake a
punitive espedition against Nahinagar and Katesar,1' near the
ancient town of Laharpur in the modern district of Sitapur.
The ruler of these places, Raja Nawal Sigh Gaur, traced his
descent from one Raja Chandra Sen, a Rajput of the Brahma-
Gaur clan, who, according to the family tradition, had migrated
with Saadat Khan from Delhi to hwadh and settled at Katesar.
Proud of the strength of his forts, vastness of his army and
abundance of materials of war, Nawal Singh, who had added
considerably to his ancestral estate, meditated open indepen-
dencc and refused to pay the government revenue. Thinking
his immediate suppression necessary, Safdar Jang left Faieabad
towards the end of February, 1741 and after more than ten
days’ laborious journey reached Nabinagar on or about the
Bth Ivlarch. On the Slth, his forces invested the forts of
Nabinagar and Katesar which were situated in the centre of
the Ilaia's dominion and were surrounded each by a deep and
wide moat full of water. Safdar _Iang’s men erected batteries
all round the ditches from where his big field guns maintained
a hot and effective fire day and night. The besieged put up a
brave resistance and fought with heroic courage, but lost a
large number of their men. The Nawab ordered mines
to be dug under the towers of the forts and batteries to be
advanced to support his men. Nawal Singh and his followers

"' Mlflluf. I-*'="1=l‘I Nah I? (to the Emperor) and No. 3 to Ishaq Khan.
'|'Nlhl11ilat is I? miles H.E.. of Sitapnr and a tn. N. W. of Liharpnlf

ll:-P95" ll '15?"-It 3 mill! N- woof Nlbinagat.
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whn had fnught fnr eleven days and nights were nnw reduced
tn great straits and grnwing apprehensive nf the safety nf
themselves and their families, they left the inrt during the
night nf19th March, 1741.1‘ In the cnurse nf his flight, the
Gaur chief inst sntne mnre nf his men. His brnther was
captured alive. Bnth the fnrts were nnw nceupied by Safdar
jang whn thereafter returned tn Paizabad in triun'1ph.‘]' Nawsl
Singh Gaur seems tn have tendered his suhmissinn in tirne,
and anenrdiugly his territnry was restnred tn hint.
4_—Sasr.-as Jane nensasn Tn aria Arivsa D1 Knar: l7-12

Having defeated and slain his inaster, the vnluptunus and
fnnlish Sarafras Khan nn 20th April, 1'i'4il,:]: Alivardi Khan, whn
had been raised by the victim's father frnnr pnvert]; tn pnwer,
usurped his prnvinces nf Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, and set him-
self up as gnvernnr fnr which hc nbtaincd the fnrmalsanctinn nf
his Mughai surerain by a lavish present nf tnnnefr and jewels.
One nf the Khau’s disaficctecl nfficcrs, named Mir Habib, invited
Bhaskar Pant, cnntnaander-in-chief cf Raghuji Bhnnsle nf
Nagpur, tn invade Bangal. Early in H42, E-hasltar crnssed the
fnrcst nf Rantgarh and plundered and ravaged the Panchknt
( Penehct ) Pnrgtlnn in the nrnnth nf hpril. Alivardi Khan,
whn had, a few runnths befn re, rescued his nephew and snn-
in-law Sayyid Ahmad Khan, entitled Saulat jang frnm a.

e ' 'Safdar jange letter gives Shnmbn(5at11rda1r], end Huhatrarn. Satut.
dav, the and lviuharrarn fell nu 31st Match, W39 and nn 3rd Isnuary, 1? "i?.
U11 Hat Match 1739 (IDth April, W391 New St}-le} Safdar Ian: was It
F1115];-Md, |;1-ring tn gel: himself appninted Suh-edar, and On the latter
and subsequent dares he was at Delhi. In s letter tn hlivardi Khan in
which he refers tn this, his Khairahsd { Ksressr } expedltinn as having hcen
jun eqqeluded, he preys fnr fi.livardi’i success in Cuttnclt in whlchhewas
then hu|?(;=¢ Manage, p, B9 }. Alivardl was husv in tennvering Cuttnclt
tn-17 111 1154 1-L Therefnrre the date nf Safdar ]r.ng'l victnrv nver the
Kaeerar chief in L-inndar, the and Muhatram, 115-ll H., Sluunbn (5"""5lr)
kin‘ e elerical errnr fnr Dfl"$i1flml1n[HDrtclflf)- This is full? cnnfirrnedhy
annther letter nf Safdar Iang (see lvlanrur. 1:4-rrgjwhich sass that he
was in the vicinity nf Khnrabad en rsth Zil Hiiis Ilsa H- _

1'luhnsur.I.ctteIl'~ln.'1-pp-I5-7. -
¢ 1|, 431, Ind P. 5- Robe-rr|,~ Hiltnlicll Gen-grflphl Of Itltlil--u

xaaaa Perlnd, er: rm- ‘ ’
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revnlutinn at Cuttnck caused by the 1atter’s misrule* was leisurely
returning tn Murshidabad, when he heard, near Midnapur, the
news nf the Maratha invasinn nf Bangal. He hastened tnwards
Burdwan where twn skirmishes were fnught, in bnth nf which
Alivardi Khan receiving the wnrst nf it. The Khan nnw pushed
his way tn Kutwa, being cnnstantly harassed by the Marathas
all the way and his men reduced tn starvatinn.-|- Meanwhile,
leaving the nrajnr part nf the Maratha army at Kutwa, Mir
I-Iahih with seven rhnusand active hnrse quickly marched tn
Murshidabad, raided the hnuscs nf a few nf the rich inhabitants
en ‘15th May and hrnught tn Bhasltar Pant twn krnrcs and a
half nf Rupees.t|: infnrmed nF this, Alivardi Khan hurried tn
Murshidahad where he arrived in the evening nf the day the
Marathas had left it. The I-lngli being in flnnd, Bhaskar cnuld
net pursue hint immediately.

Alivardi Khan nnw hegan making grand preparatinns tn
drive nut the Marathas as snnn as the rainy seasnn was nver.
In respnnse tn his sutnmnns his ynnngest nephew and snn in-
law Zain-ud-sdin Ahmad Khan Haihat jang, gnvernnr nf
Bihar, jnined him with as many trnnps as his prnvince cnuld
spare, Alivatcli Khan alsn wrnte tn the Enrtpernr thrnugh
lviurid Khan, whnm the Delhi Cnurt had sent tn Bangal tn
demand the revenues nf the eastern prnvinces, pleading his
-inability tn pay the imperial dues till the Marathas were driven
nut, and appealing tn Muhammad Shah fnr immediate aid.
Anainus tn save the prnvinces nf Bangai, Bihar and Orissa frnm
the hands nf the Deccan freebnnters, the Empernr nrdered
Safdar jang tn gn tn the aid nf Alivardi Khan as speedily as
he cnuld. Atuir Khan Urndat-ul-mullr, gnvernnr nf Allahabad,
was directed tn erpedite Safdar jang's march tn Bengal!‘

,,, .Sivat. II 503-5. Sasdesai, 1 I 434-5, says that 51raj-ud-daula was -the gnvern-nr
effirissa and his raisrule had led tn the revnlutinn in Guttnck. This is opposed
tnthe vetalnn elven in Persian seutces. lvinrenver. Sltaj-ud-daula was net mnre
than 5' nr lflseltsofseeln 1?4I. .fi..D.

1' shits Ii. 509-$13; Sardssai. H 1'56.
$5I::de|alII 455; Siva: II 513 says that frntn Jagat Seth's house alone 3

lalslssefrupseutneash hssldesmany vsluahleuddes were plundssssis Hsdnes
miilfififlewlllvlluenfdteplundq. - .- . .
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Muhammad Shah alsn wrnte tn Peshwa Balaji Baiiran, whn was
inimical tn Raghuji Bhnnsle, tn drive Bhaskar Pant nut nf
Bengal, fnr which service he premised him the nhauth en the
revenues nf the three prnvinccs and the grant ef a sanad (letter
nf appnintment) fnr the gnvernnrship nf Malwa.'['

5.-—Aenu1sr'r1e1v es THE rears er Rnnras asrn Cnnnaa
Having received the imperial nrders, Safdar Jang, while

prnfessing his seal fnr Muhammad Shah's service, pleaded that
there being nn strnng fe rt in his prnvince where he might ledge
his family, it was net pnssible fnr him tn undertake a distant
espeditien, leaving his penple at the mercy nf the turbulent
Awadh chiefs whn were capable nf creating disturbance in the
twinkling nf an eye. Nnr was it safe tn take his family with
him, fer an eitpeditinn against the Marathas was sure tn be
attended with great dangers. He, therefnre, requested the
Empernr tn grant him the strnng fnrts nf Rnhms and Chunar
where he might place his ladies and dependants and ge tn fight
the l!v.[a.tatbas withnut being eppressed by the theught nf their
safety. Safdar jang directed Raja Lachhmi* Narayan, his agent
at the imperial cnurt, tn impress en Muhammad Shah that nne
indispensable cenditinn nf his undertaking the estpeditinn was
the grant tn him nf the fnrts and asked him tn de his best tn
secure their cessinn. He alsn urged dmir Khan Umdat-ul-mulls
tn represent his case tn the Empernr. Anzsinns as he was fnr
the safety nf Bangal, the Empernr cnmplied with Safdar ]ang"s
demands and issued twn fa rmnns, nrdering the cnmmandants
nf the said fnrts tn hand them ever tn the gnverner nf .Awadh.:|:
 i

1' Sardesal, H 440 Fnr the empernr's instructinns tn ihmlr Khan see
Siyar II. 515-5 Iy; M. U. I 365. lmad's versinn breathes nf a partisan spirit.
It says that the emperer being nflhnded with fltlivardl fnr his failure tn paythe
premised eevenue, wanted an nppnrtunity tn punish him. Amie Khan
knew Muhammad Shah's mind and wrnte tn him that as Mivardi was busy
againatthe Matathas and the territnry was denuded of trnnps, it was easy tn
get rid ef him, a slsier nf his master [Bill -huh} ‘mil slid" Ii"! W" all 5!
persnntn acenmplish this wnrk. Hence the ernpernt directed Safdar ling
tn proceed tn Bengal {see Imad p. 33 )- _

"‘ lvialttuhat, pp. 153-135-
1’ 5l‘fl.t- II. sac-Ii; lvl.U- I. 355.
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'I'he_abnve preliminaries settled, Safdar jang l_ef_t Faizahad
early in December, 1742, at the head nf abnut seventeen
rhnusand well-equipped hnrse, nf which 6,000 tn 7,000 were
Qisllbashi deserters frnm Nadir Shah's army, a gnnd park nf
artillery and nther materials nf war and started in the directinn
nf Patna. Having reached Banaras, he cressed the Gangs en a
bridge nf hnats prepared at his nrders and marched en tn
Chunar. He garrisnned the fnrt with snme nf his faithful
trnnps and in great military array resumed his march tn the
capital nf Bihat.:|‘.

6.-—Sasna1s ]s1~In’s unises as Paves
On his near appreach, the histnric city nf Patna was filled

with cnnsternatinn and dismay. The penple’s fears, shared
alsn by their deputy-gnvernnr, Sayyid Hidayat Ali Khan, father
nf the histnrian Ghulam Husain Khan, arese frnm their knnw-
ledge nf the cnnduct nf the Qiailhash trnnps whn had carried
nut a general massacre at Delhi mnre than three years and a
half befnre. Implnring the intercessien ef Ivierid Khan, the
imperial agent, Hidayat Ali Khan advanced as far as Miner,
snme miles west nf Patna tn welcnme Safdar Jang. The
gnvernnr nf Awadh received him well and bnth marched tn
Patna en the lTth December, U42.

Safdar Jang encamped at the village nf Banltipur, nutside
the nld Patna city, and directed Hidayat Ali Khan tn vacate
the fnrt fnr him and his trnnps. Befere these nrders cnuld be
carried nut, he pnsted snme nf his Mughal snldiers at the gates
nf the fnrt, stepping ingress tn and egress frnm it. With the
help nf a few servants Ghulam Husain Khan, then a hey nf
abnut fifteen years nfage, cautinusly remnved, during the night,
Haibat ]ang"s prnperty and servants and as much nf his
furniture as he cnuld tn a cnnvenicnt place near the fnrt. But
it prnved tn be unsafe, and, therefnre, Hidayat All Khan had

‘ifilyar II. aanhi. U I. 365, lvlaadsn. 1’v' 15s apelogetieally says that
Safdar lane advanced as far as Banaras, and enly his advance trnnps reached
Patna. Itnad p. 34 savs that ttaditinns difier. Due says that he entered Patna,
whilethe nther sass that be did net-
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tn remnve them tn a heuse near his nwn. Neat day, Safdar
jang made a prnmpnus entry inte the tnwn, tnnk a survey of
the fnrt and put it in the charge nf his nwn nflicers. He then
went nut tn visit the tnmb ‘nf his maternal grandfather (father
nf the late Saadat Khan Burhan-ul-mulk) situated nutside the
city, and tn say his prayers there after which he returned tn
his mmp at Bankipur,

The gentry nf the tnwn, the mansabdars, eamindars and
jagirdars nf the grnvinee repaired tn Banlripur tn wait nu
Safdar jang. But the prnud gnvernnr nf Awadh did nnt
receive even the highest amnng them with as much cnnsidera.
tinn as they deserved. In spite nf a pnlite pretest by Sayyid
Hidayat Ali Khan, he fnrcibly nbtained pessessinn nftwn nr
three elephants and three nr fnur big field-guns-—-the best nr
thnse that had been left at Patna by Haibat jang, gnvernnri‘ nf
Bihar.

‘T.-Sssesa Jane asrnaxts re Awann

‘While Safdar jang was npenly acting like an enemy at Patna,
.d1ivardi Khan was busy re-erganising the administratinn nf
Cuttnclr in Orissa. On the 6th Octnber, 1742, he had driven
nut Bhasltar Pant by crnssing the Gangs during the previnus
night and falling upnn the unsuspecting Marathas at Kutwa.'['
He had then returned tn Cuttnck, and as he feared that the
Marathas might appear again, he remained there fnr snmetime
tn guard his frnntier and tn reerganise his fnrces. Here it was
that he received repnrts nf Safdar _lang's arrival at Patna and
nf his having fnrcibly nccupied the fnrt in defiance nf the
friendly relatinns that existed between them. He immediately
started tnwards Murshidabad, his capital and wrnte tn Safdar
Iang requesting him tn gn back tn hwadh as the Marathas had
been driven away beynnd the lake Chillra. The Khan alsn

""Siyar- II. 521-22:1‘. hi. 13a. Paris his nf Akhbarat gives details; alsn
letters nf the English Factnry. Beth Imad and Hasdan are silent ill-‘°P'
Eafdar lang‘s cnnduct at Patna. a

1' Siyar II, 513-L9; Satdesai II, 455.
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appealed tn the Empernr tn nrder Safdar jang back frnm Patna;
fnr he did nnt atand in need nf help frnm an ally like him 2|:

Muhammad Shah, thetcupnn, wrnte a special nnte with hia
nwn hand cnmmanding Safdar ]ang"a immediate return tn
Awadh and entruatcd it tn Lachhmi Narayart, hia agent at
Delhi, with erdera tn tranamit it tn hia maater aa speedily aa
pnaaible. But befnre the imperial nnte cnuld reach him, Safdar
]ang'a apiea repnrted the nfl'ence Alivardi Khan had taken at
hia cnnduct and nf the mnvementa nf Balaji Bajiran frnm
Bnndelkhand tnwarda Banaraa.* Afraid nf the aafety nf hia
prnvince, Safdar jang, whn had hereditary enmity with the
Peahwa, left Patna, crnaaed the Ganga at Maner and act nut fnr
.l'l1II'adh,'|' He had nnt yet reached Faizahad befnre he received
the alarming newa that Balaji had reached Banaraa by way nf
Allahabad. withnut entering hia capital, Safdar jang haatened
tnwarda Banaraa and aent Raja Nawal Rai. ahead with a pnwer-
ful army tn encnunter the enemy. But Balaji had already left
Blnaraa befnre the Raja"a arrival. Safdar Jang, therefnre,
returned tn Faiaabad.:[:

1SlvatII, 521; M. U. I. 3155.
I Maneur 153; Sardeaai, II 46. The Peahwa ptnccededtn Banaras, then

tn Gaya and finallv tn lvlflrahldahad. He first naet Mivatdi Khan nn liJth
flptu, 1'H3...Ihid.

1' Sivar II 5:.-a, Imad, p. 34, la full ef mistaken and incnnllatenciel.
T. 1vl., rag, aavl that Safdar ]ang tnnk Ia lalcha nf Ra frnm Allvardi Khan
fnr the ewtpenlea incurred in htajnurncy befnre he left Patna. This It quite
ptohahle.

11 lu'lanlur., letter, bin. I, tn hlaharana Khadaula. pp. 15¢-I55.



CHAPTER. X _

SAFDAR JANG AS hill-I-ATISH--5UB]UG.ATlON

OP RUHELKHANID, 1744-1746

1.-Savuaa Jase amnanusn we Cnear, 1743
After Nadir Shah’s departure frnm Delhi Empernr Muham-

mad Shah, whn had fnr snmetime harbnured suspicinn against
the pnwerful nnbles nf the Turani party,* cnnceived the pnliey
cf patrnnising thnse nf the Irani party in nrder tn use them as
a cnuntcrpnise against the fnrmer. The mnst impnrtant amnng
his new favnurites, whn were set up against Nizam-ul-mtslh
and Qamae-ud—din Khan, were Amir Khan Umdat-ul-mull: and
Ishaq Khan Mutman-ud-daulah whn were raised tn the respnn-
sible pnsts nf the third Balthshi and Diwan nf Khalsa respec-
tively. The Ernpernr even theught nf replacing Qarnar-ud-din
Khan the waair, by Amir Khan, his cnnscicncc-keeper; httt he
was cnnfnunded when the Wasir threatened resignatinn and
left Delhi tn jnin his cnnsin, the Ninam, whn was encamped
nutside the city intending tn march away tn the Deccan. On
the advice nf Nisam-ul-mulls, Amir Khan was sent away tn
Allahabad early in April, 1740, tn snnthe the feelings nf the
aggrieved ‘Wasir_-[- But the intrigues against the Turanis did
nnt cnme tn an end during the tempnrary exile nf Amir Khan.
Ishaq Khan acquired an ascendancy at Cnurt, and after his
dgflh an Zflth hptil, l.?4U_, his tlfllil. Milli Muhammad, created

Ishaq Khan Najtn-ud-daulah, quickly acquired a greater hnld
nn Muhammad Shahis mind than his deceased father ever had,
The Nisam having departed fnr the Deccan nn August lith,
1740, and Qamar-ud-din Khan being addicted tn sensual plea-
sures, the Irani party became the centre nf inteiest at cnurt.
Amir Khan was alsn busy pushing his partymen"s interest frnm
Allahabad. He fnund a stalwart in the persnn nf Ahulmansnr

‘The Turanis were Central Allan Sunnis, while the banal were
Pelllln Shlas.

1- Siyar II 4ss.a?; Abeltn-us. em T. H. flab-lava
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Khan Safdar Jang whn, in s few years‘ time, became the mnst
impnrtant pillar nf the Irani party in India.*

Tnwards the end nf August, 1743, Muhammad Shah, desirnus
nf strengthening the Irani factinn, summnned Amir Khan and
Safdar Iang frnm their respective prnvinces nf Allahabad and
Awadh tn Cnurt.-1' On the advice nf Amir Khan, Safdar
]ang, whn had hithertn studinusly avnided leaving his prnvince,
eseept nnce, nn nne pretest nr annther,'l,: decided tn cnmply
with the imperial nrders. As it was agreed that Amir Khan
shnuld reach Delhi first, the Khan left his deputy Sayyid
Muhammad Khan at Allahabad and started fnr the imperial
capital where he arrived en 17th Nnvember, 1'?43,.|.

Having made elabnrate preparatinns fnr the inurney, Safdar
Jung nnminated Raja Nawal Rai (whn had risen frnm an nrdi-
nary pnst tn be the Balchshi nf the Nawab’s army by sheer
dint nf his merits) as his deputy and left Faisabad nn an aus-
picinus day in the first week nf Octnber, as suggested by his
astrnlngcr Abdul Rahim Khan, taking with him Hidayat Ali
Khan1'1' and his snn Ghulam Husain I-{ban whn had arrived
frnm Bihar nnly a few hnurs befnre. He remained encamped
nutside the city fnr snme days and started finally fnr Delhi in
the third week nf Octnber. A few days’ jnurney brnught the
party tn a apnt nn the Gangs between Kanauj and Maltanpur,
where the Nawab halted fnr three nr fnur days, waiting fnr
the cnnstructinn cf a bridge nn the river. When it was ready,
he sent Nawal Rai back tn Awadh and himself crnssed the
river with his family and trnnps. Sayyid Hidayat Ali Khan,
whn was appninted Faujdar nf Khairabad Sarkar (mndern Sitapur

1‘ Sayer II 31?.
1' Slysr III B19. Eafdar lang was invited nn the advice nf Amtr Khan

(See Ahulhrlm, 57:1 }.
I hlansut, letters tn the Emperer.
l. Delhi chronicle, at; $iyar III 35c.

it Bqpykl Hjdgiym; All [(1115, deputy-[nvetnflt Of Blllll Wll ll-IIPQCI-‘fill

by Hailsu 1.111; and Ahvatdl Khan nf havinl been tn treacherous nnlllllinn
wtth Safdar Jan; during the lattet's stay at Patna. Hence I-lirlavst All
Khan had left Brlhar en jnin Safdar Jsng.
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district} nnt chnnsing tn be placed under Nawal Rsi’a nrders
preferred tn remain in the camp. The party reached jalesar nn
the day cf Id which fell nn 17th Nnvemher, Here, Safdar jang
stepped fnr that day and perfnrmed the rites cf the festival in
a tent erected fnr the purpnse. March was resumed the nest
day and when Delhi remained twn nr three stages away Sher
_]sng and Raja Lachhmi Narain came frnm that city tn receive
the Nawab. In twn nr three days, Safdar jang reached within
sight nf the imperial Ifnrt and pcrfnrmed the ceremnny nf
saluting the Empernr frcm the banlt cf the Yamuna. This has
been described by Ghulam Husain Khan, whn saw the whnle
cercrnnny with his nwn eyes, in the fnllnwing wnrds :--

"Having arrived near the bank nf the Yamuna nn a date
which passes nut nf my tnecnnry at this time, Safdar Jang
theught it advisable tn make his appearance with snme
pnmp and magnificence. Leaving his heavy baggage in
his camp, he marched nn in military array nppnsite re
the imperial fnrt at Delhi. He had with him nver ten
rhnusand hnrse, all well-mnunted and well-armed, the
Hindusranis upnn hnrses nf value cf their nwn cnuntry,
while the Mughala dressed in scarlet unifcrms were ‘upon
Persian hnrses, adcrned with silver trappings. Besides,
there were snme elephants capsrisnned with clnrhes wnrked
in threads nf silver and gnld and having amarias cnvered
nver with silver and gnld platings. Of the elephants
three bnre the Nswab’s standards. Luckily it had rained
during the previnus night and the mnrning prnved fair
and pleasant. When Safdar jang reached nppnsite tn the
Octagnnal Tnwer [Musam-man Burj) of the Hall nf Private
Audience, which, being richly gilt, was shining like the
sun, he alighted frnm his elephant, hnwed lnw accnrding
tn -custnm and stnctd awhile in as respectful posture.
After having received‘ acme rcses sent by the Empernr
(in answer tn his bow) rhrnugh an“ eunuch cf his _ cnurt,
he mnunted again and returned tnr his camp, leaving
the 'E1:h'petcr, ' whn was sitting inside the Tnwer, inueh
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pleased with the shew and the warlike appearance ef his
trnnps_"* '

On 27th Nevember, 1743, the day fired fer his interview
with the Emperer, Safdar ]ang cressed the Yamuna with all
his treeps and baggage en a bridge nf bests and encamped at
the ether bank nf the river. Waeir Qamruddin Khan came nut
nf the city tn welcnme him. After an exchange nf usual
cnurtesies and presents, the Wasir returned tn cnurt. A little
while after, Safdar jang entered the city in great military array,
and paid his respects tn the Emperer rewards the evening. He
tnnlr up his residence in the mansien ef Data $hilwl1. Wlllflb
had been in the pnssessinn cf his family frnm the time cf
Saadat Khan.'|‘

Z.—-- Stress jaun arsnttrrsn M111 Asian arm Gnvstttielt
es" Kasnttm, 1744

Withinafew mnnths nf Safdar _Iang’s arrival, the Irani
patty led by Amir Khan, a highly cnnnected, clever and smenth
tengued cnurtier, successfully persuaded Muhammad Shah re
remeve Hafiz-ud-din Khan, a Turaci neble attached re his
leaders Qamr-ud-din Khan and the Nisam, frnm the eflice nf
Mir Adah (Superintendent cf Imperial Artillery) and appeint
Safdar jang in his place. The Empcrnr, impressed alsn with
his dignified cnnduct and the strength and warlike array nf his
trnnps; fermally installed Safdar jang in the nifice en 21st
March, 1T4-4, and expressed the hnpe that he wnuld prnve
leyal and successful in his new dignity. As usual with the
Mi; Ami, nne nf whnse duties was the pretectien nf the per-
sens cf the Emperer and liis family, Safdar ]ang reel: up
his residence in the imperial fert and erganised the artillery en
prnper lines..|.

' $1l1'- In 55°; EtlI- tranlletinll ls? lvlttstsfe, Vnh III 3:4-25, I have
eerrected Intel: mistakes in the rranslatien by censulting the Persian teat
and_have accepted the test of it.

'1 Styst. III B51.
1; Harleharau, 38:11,
4 as-=i11 85a: t'ih¢lItll=lfl1nt5?li meta W nne Imad 1..
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Safdar Jang new rnse fast in the imperial faveur. In
additien tn his fermer pests, he was appninted gnvernnr cf
Kashmir nn 4th Clctnber, 1T4-4. He despatched his cnusin Sher
jang tn rule his new prevince. Having reached Kashmir Sher
jang invited Babat-ulla, a brave rebel chief nf that regien, tn
a cenference and, breaking the pledge he had given fer his
safety, threw him inte a dungcnn. The ptnvince new quietly
submitted tn the Nawab’s rule. After snme days’ stay, Sher
Jang returned tn Delhi, leaving Afrasiab Khan, an able efiiccr
in Safdar _]ang‘s service, in Kashmir.*

3.—Oa1em asn mas er Am Meuastsrae Knas
RUHaLa

During the reign cf Babadur Shah (i'?i.l7-1'i'l2), an energetic
and ambitinus Afghan slave, named Daud, fleeing frnm
the hnuse nf his master, Shah Alam Khan, an Afghan
resident cf Teru Shahmatpur in Reh (meuntaineus tracts
cf Afghanistan), came tn Ruhclkhand, then ltnewn as Katehr,
and tnnlr up service under a lncal chief. While in the service
nf Mudar Shah cf Madhltar, 13 miles east cf Chandsusi, Dautl
tnnlr part in an eztpeditinn against the ruler nf Banltauli, 26
miles nnrth nf Bareilly, where fell intn his hands amnng ether
things a handsemc jar bcy ef seven er eight years cf age. He
cnnverted the bny inte Islam, named him Ali Muhammad Khan
and ad npted him as his sen.-1' Snme years after, Daud, relin-
quished service under lleludar Shah and entered -that nf Ilaja
Debi Chand nf Kumann. Neat he treachernusly deserted his

‘ll Siyat III B53; lvlasdan IV I54a_
1' Elulistan. tr. by Ellint, 5.1’. Cnnrempnrary Persian authetities say

qhgrflthhluhammad Khan was ef lat parents. See Gulistan. 7; Abdttllta»
rim, 33b, Jltshnb, ass; Eiyar. II sdn. A partisan attempt has, hnwever,
been made in rnnclern times tn preve that he was a Eayyid. Najmul
Cihanl nf Rampur hasinvented afalse pedigree nf the Khan, tracing it tn
Muhammad. The ls-laulvi‘s disculsinn is altngether uneenvincing and
ridiculeus. His nbjeet seems tn be re prnve that the present ruler cf Ramput
isaSsYYl¢

Alrhbrru]$enadid (Us-in),
(Isis) val. 1 pp. Se-ea.
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new master in a battle between the Raja and Asmat Ullab Khan,
deputy-Faujdar cf Muradabad, and was cnnsequentiy put tn
death at_ the Raia's nrders. Ali Muhammad Khan new suc-
ceeded in cemmand ef Daud’s army and entered service under
Aemat Ullah Khan in 1?22.*

Having nbtained pns sessinn nf Nihia Bewli and ether villages
in Daudis jagir, Ali Muhammad Khan, whn new passed fnr a
Ruhela, tnelt up his residence at Bis auli, I4 miles seuth-east nf
Cbandausi. augmented the number nf his trnnps and estended
his pessessinns all rnund, plundering and sac]-ting the villages cf
the neighbnurhnnd. In quick successinn he surprised and killed
Muhammad Saleh, an eunuch ef the Delhi cnurt in charge ef
pargana Mananna ( 172'? ) and secured the murder nf Duja
(Durjan Singh), aamindsr nf Annla1' and the neighbnuring
villages, by a hired assassin and nbtained~ pnssessinn ef their
territeries.:|: He thus became master cf a censiderable part nf
the mndern Bareilly district and began tn give himself airs as
if he were an independent ruler. I-Ie managed tn secure the
patrenage nf the ‘Waeir whn was en the leek-nut fer supperters
against the Irani party at the cnurt. In I150 H (173?-38 A. D.l
he rendered a signal service tn Wssir Qamruddin Khan by as-
sisting his army against Ssyyid Saifuddin Khan ef jansath and
killing the latter at a critical mnmenr ef the battle, fer which
be was rewarded with the title cf Nawab and a reductien in the
revenue payable by him..|. But during Nadir Shah’s invasinn
the Rnhela evaded payment ef gevernment dues and fnrcibly
nccupied the imperial territnry as far as Richha 18 miles N. W.
cf Pilibhit. On 5th April 1741 (19th Muharram, 1154 H)" he
surprised and slew Rsja Harnand and his sen Meti Ram whn
had been despatched by the waeir tn call him tn acceunt, and

,,, .Guhatan 9-In.
T Aenia ll l? miles N. ef Badaun and lvlanauna is about]. na. W. cf

Aenla. Sheet 53 P. .
1 Gulistan. ll-I1;Hadiq139.
.1. Ibid. Hadiq esaggerates and says that All Muhammad Khan was given

a menseb of 5,ilflUaar and 5,000 sswar.
'"' Althbsr-ti-Sansdid, (Urdu) eel. I p. £35.
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quickly nccupied Muradabad, Sambhal, Shahabad, Shahiahanpur
and several parganas cf Bareilly, but net the latterltewn yet.*
His pewer and prestige swelled beynnd all espectatiens.

The wasir, wedded tn a life cf pleasure, cenfirmed the Rebels
in his illegal pessessinns instead ef taking steps tn chastise him
fnr his aggressiens. The latter thereupen agreed re pay the
gevernment reve nue.1'

Free frnm the fear cf the Delhi Cnurt whnse suspicien he
had lulled by his recent eutward submissien, Ali Muhammad
Khan invaded the cnuntry nf Raja Kalyan Chand, successer ef
Debi Chand ef Kumann tn avenge Daudis death. After the
battle nf Rudrapur, 14 miles N. W. nf Baheti, the Raja fled tn
Almera and thence re Garhwsl. The Ruhelas nccupied his
dnminien, made numcrnus priseners, destreyed Hindu temples
and slew cnws in public streets. Ali Muhammad Khan annexed
Kashipur, Rudrapur and twn ether parganas snuth ef the hills
tn his territnry, and leased the rest te a relatien ef the er-ruler
ef Kumann.:|I

4.—Sare.ss jase marina-res -rns Ezsrrsaea aeaissr tar
Re1=.mt..s. C1-Jlrss, Fae. 1745

Between Abulmansur Khan Safdar Jang and Ali Muhammad
Khan Ruhela, there was an impertant cause cf enmity. The
Ruhela demininn lay nn the Nerth-west frnntier ef Awadh
with nn permanent barrier like a river er a mnnntain between
them. A man cf great energy and ambitinn, the unscrupulnus Ali
Muhammad Khan was steadily pushing en his cnnquesta in all
directinns. Delhi being very near in the west, he cnuld net
estend his frnntier much further in that directien; the presence
cf mnuntains barred his prngrcsa in the nnrth and the east, and
he weuld net advance tn the snuth where lay the territnry ef a
brnrher Afghan--Muhammad Khan Bangash. Safdar jang,

‘l’ Gulistan, IT; Ciel. liii Hatliq 139' : ‘Si-yar. III B54 i I-laricharan, 3-dlib
Anancl Ram makes a bate reference. 336.

1 Hadiq ran , Siyar 111. ass , tltnand Ram, ass.
ichlllstln IE; Ciul. I-El andibtlladiq tsethbdulhltimt 3% t fihsltir,

B6; ihnlnd Rate, 335.
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therefore, naturally feared that Ali Muhammad Khan, accustomed
to a life of incessant military activity, would sooner or later
turn his arms against Awadh. Nor was this fear altogether
groundless. Debi Das, Deputy Fauidar of Kanaui, reported to
Safdar Jang, probably soon after his appointment, that the
Ruheiaa were carrying on depredations on the north-west frontier
of his province.* The Ruhela character and the nature of
their raids clearly unfolded in the letters of the Gulshan-i-
Baharf leave little doubt in the mind of the student that Ali
Muhammad Khan's men must have repeated their raids on the
Awadh frontier. Hence Safdar jang regarded the Ruhela colony
as a perpetual source of menace to the safety of his hereditary
province.:.[:

Early in 1745, Safdar ]ang found a convenient pretext to
instigate Muhammad Shah to uproot ~ the Ruhela colony in
I-iatehr. Some of his rnen, who were cutting timber, under the
supervision of his |,1?rtrngi1t1*i'i'11It1Ft1t (51-Ipflrinlendvnt Hf P-W-D-),
in the forest at the foot of the Kumaon Hills, were attacked and
driven out by Ali Muhammad Khan's Ruhelas. Highly enraged,
Safdar jang represented the matter to the Emperor and propos-
ed a punitive expedition against the Khan..|. Muhammad 3hah,
who had been nursing a grievance against the Ruhela for his
open pretensions of independence, accepted the proposal..]..[.

5.-— Istrsltlat. orsttattoias aoslsrsr -rue Rtutsna
The Emperor left Delhi on 25th February, 1745, with the

Waair Qamruddin Khan, Safdar Jang, Amie Khan and other
nobles and a formidable army, and passing through Loni, Gath-

"" Mansur, Lctt_cr tn Raja hntutlhe Singh, p. I61.

1' Gulshan-i-Bahar. pp. B,I3,54 and 55.
I Abdul Karim, BB b; Shaltl r,dl5; hfiheb 416.
1. Hadiq Ho. It acids that Safdar jang promised Rs. 1,5o,ooo for the expen-

ses of the campaign.
-H Ali Muhammad H. began to act as a rebel and a king. He with held

"5"-"ml-I5 ififllnd Rim» 335) ind tnnde for himielf ted tents, the 1:-nsleasinn
sf vhiah we ass =1-f rte ta-val prerogatives in 1siu9;halIndia[Abulks:im,
3311; Hlrlcblrln, 383 at-I-IL U. 11.5-I3}.
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multtesar and Shahbaepur by leisurely marches, reached near
Sambhal on 30th April. Here, Qaim Khan Bangash of Farro-
lchabad joined him on the 2nd May, On the 24th, the imperial
army reached within B miles of the Ruhcla stronghold of
Bangarh, situated about 10 miles north of Badaun, in which
Ali Muhammad Khan had tal-zen shelter, after the latter's two
successive attempts to come to terms had faiIed.*

The military operations against Ali Muhammad Khan Ruhela
reveal total bankruptcy of soldierly talents of Muhammad Shah
and his nobles and eacite ridicule of the student familiar with
the exploits of Akbar and Aurangaeb. Their inefficiency in the
field was aggravated by disgraceful quarrels among them.
Safdar jang and Amit Khan strongly desired the tnral ruin qf
the Ruhela upstart, while the waeir and Qaim Khan Bangash
saw in Ali l"vIuhammad‘s fall the triumph of the Irani party and
secretly supported the enemy.'|' On the way from Delhi tn
Bangarh there were out-bursts of prejudice and bad blood
between Safdar Jang and the waeir, and hetween Qaim Khan
and Safdar Jang, and the Emperor himself had to reconcile the
disputants on the latter occasion.:|: The power and energy of
the court were thus frittercd away in selfish wranglings, and all
the armed strength of the Empire failed to capture the insigni-
ficant fort of Bangarh until after Ali Muhammad had
vacated it.

In the afternoon of the 24th of May, the Ruhelas left their
stronghold, which was surrounded by a two-mile wide forest,
and appeared near the imperial camp. Safdar ]ang and Amir
Khan, placing artillery in front, proceeded against them,
and were soon followed by the waeir. The enemy was defeated
and pushed back, and the nobles returned to camp without
pressing their advantage home. On the 25th, there was no

* Anend Ram, IIDLIEI . Siyar ill. B55, says that the Emperor reached
Hadsutt. which is unlikely, for it is I5 miles south of Banis1'11- Heriihfllflflt
335b, gives 115? I-1., which is wrong.

Loni is T m. N- E. of Delhi and Shahharpur is T tn. E. of Garhmultteslt
sheet 53L. +

1' Eiyar Hi. B55; Hadiq 14b; M. U. Vol.1 359 and vol, II E43-
Ihnlnd Ram 106 and 147.
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fighting, but about midnight the Ruhelas issuing out of their
ambush, opened fire on the imperialists and retired only three
hours before dawn. On the 26th, Qaim Khan was directed tn
deliver an assault on Bangarh, hut owing to etttreme heat there
was little fighting. The 2Tth was pasaed in rear, This day,
Rafa Nawal Rai, deputy-governor of Awadh arrived, in
obedience to his mastcr’s summons, neat to the east of Bangarh.
As the Ruhcla stronghold lay between the Raja and the imperial
camp, Safdar jang fearing lest the enemy should fall on his
troops who were worn out by many days‘ incessant marches
advanced with a part of his army sorne miles east of Bangs rh
and brought Nawal Rai to camp in the afternoon. With the
Raia was the future historian Murtaaa Husain Khan, then only a
risaldar in the Awadh army. Ne:-tr day, the nobles advanced
from their places, erected batteries and began firing field guns
to which the enemy replied from within the fort. On the 29th,
the Mughals took rest. On the 30th, Amit Khan, Safdar jang
and some other nobles advanced their batteries two miles further
in the direction of Bangarh and captured two of the four mud
forts around the principal Rubela stronghold. Towards sunset
the nobles returned to their tents behind the batteries. At the
dead of night Ali Muhammad Khan"s men made their appearance
to deliver a surprise attack, but owing to the vigilance of tbe
Mughal artillery, had to return without achieving their objeet.*
6-ALI Monasttaao Knits rattan to Danni, jtrtts, 1745

Anxious to save the Ruhela leader, Qamruddin Khan inter-
eeded for him with the Emperor. Accordingly, in the morning
of the 2nd June, the Ruhela sent a formal message of submis-
sion and shortly after himself, accompanied by his two sons,
chief oflicers and three to four thousand troops, repaired to the
imperial camp. First be called on Qaim Khan and then on the
‘iilaeir who brought him to the imperial presence with bis hands
tied by a handkerchief. Muhammad Shah pardoned him and

I Anand Ram, 250---25?; Siyar. III B55; Hadlq. tact Jlshob 41!;
Gulistan. ll Mortars H. Khan, t'tsbob and Ansnd Ram, all the three were
prelentinthe campaign. Hut Anand Reefs account written immediately
after, is the best and moat reliable.
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made him over to the custody of the waeir. Bangarh was
pulled down and the Rubcla property and dominion were eon-
fiscated. The Emperor left for Delhi on 4th June and reached
there on the 30th.*

The story of Ali Muhammad Khan's stormy life may, at
this place, be briefly carried to his death. Sometime after his
arrival at Delhi, the waeir set him free and appointed him
Foojdtrr of Cholda Sathind.-l‘ On Ahmad Shah Abdali’s enter-
ing Lahore on 21st January, 1743, the Ruhela, who appears to
have entered into correspondence with the invader, left Sarhind,
reached Saharanpur on 24th February, and crossed the Gangs
near Daranagar on the lst ll-Iarch.:[: Having reached Muradabad,
he drove out the waeir's deputy, forced Sayyid Hidayat Ali Khan,
Faujdar of Bareilly, to submit and once again became the master
of Ruhellthand. But he did not live long enough to enjoy the
fruits of his usurpation. He died on 25th September, 1748.}

7-—SnuJs—eo-oaensnis staaataort, 1745
Ofiiended with Amir Khan's unbecoming conduct towards

himself and sligbting behaviour towards Najmuddaolab the
Emperor desired to strengthen the latter‘s position and raise
the status of his family to one of equality with the former.
Accordingly, he negotiated a match between Jalaluddin Haidcr,
later on entitled Shuja-ud-daulah, the only son of Safdar Jang,
and the sister of Ishaq Khan Najmuddaulab who was the
Emperor’s greatest favourite. The bride, who subsequently
acquired fame as Bahu Begam, was declared by Muhammad
Shah to be ‘his daughter’. He deputed Amit Khan to make on
his behalf suitable preparations for her marriage", The wedding
rook place towards the end of 1745 A. D.$

"' Anand H'.am,-151"--26-ii; l-ladiq HI ; Siyar. III. B55.
1' Ansnd Ram, 334.
I Gulshan-i-Bahat, 54.
l. Gulistan. IE; Hadiq. HI.
,. Siyat III. B53.
1" Itnad, 3-5. The marriage tool: plate a month or two after Qlmftuddifl

Khan’e fall from the liens of his residence which occurred on Eeptembfli
.7-3. I145. lfinlfld Rim. I45}
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Safdar Jang presided the bride-greem"s gifts re the bride
(sqghaq) en a regal scale, and sent them te the heuse ef Naj-
rnud-daulah in a leng precessien, accempanied by his friends
and well-wishers. Frem the feet ef the imperial fert te Ketila
Firea Shah nething ceuid he seen estcept trays full nf sraridus
kinds ef sweets, fruits, wearing apparel, ernaments and berries
ef perfumed essence. There were large numbers ef vessels,
such as cups, dishes and ether creckery ef varieus shapes
and werittuauship. Censpicueus arueng these were mere than
a theusand silver vessels enamelled with geld, nene ef which
eest less than ene hundred rupees. Neat day, Najmud-daulah
sent Mahdi re the bride-greem’s heuse, which was e1reu.mere
cestly than the Sflgflaq. On bnth the eccasiens sumptueus feasts
and grand entertainments were held. After the wedding Nai-
mud-daulah gave a rich dewry tn his sister. Safdar jang
distributed large sums in charity and held grand illuminatiens
the like ef which had net been seen in any marriage except in
that ef jafar Khan, the waair ef Shah Jahan, er in that ef
Emperer Farrukhsiyar.*

On Amir Khan Umadar-ul-mulk's murder which eccured en
January 5, 1?4'?, Safdar jang became leader ef the Irani party.
The Waair Qamrud-din Khan being immersed in degrading
pleasures and the Niaam awaiting his fast appreaching end in
the Deccan, $afdar jang new leapt te the frent in the Mughal
peerage, and iu the midst ef yeuthful mediecritiea he began
tn be ceesidered as the eniy pewerful, experienced and seber-
minded neble at the imperial ceurt. He acquired an impertant
place in Muhammad Shah's estimatien and delicate state business,
like the diplematic relatiens with the Marathas, began tn he
transacted threugh hirn.'|'

,, . .Hancharan, 393-4; S1]!!! III, 353, Maadan gives the same accnunt as
the Siyar. Itesui p, 3i'i,sa5's that ferry six lalths ef rupees were spentiri this
marriage, while in Data's marriage, the mnst cnsthr amnng these ef the
ldughalpriuces, nnly thirty nne lalrifs ef rupees were spent

'l'.. Selectieus frnm Peshva Defies. eel II letter Ne. 2,



CHAPTER XI

THE FIRST INVASION eF AHMAD snn!-1 ABDALI
. IANUARY-MARCH 1748
1.-The Ann-.tL1 Cat--runes Ksner. snn PEsH.sw.s.tt

The ancestral heme ef Ahmad Shah Ahclali was in the Herat
district, but fer semetime the family seemed te have resided in
Multan frnm where his grandfather, Ahdulla I-ihan, accempanied
by Muhammad Zaman Khan, the Shah"s father, had returned
te Herat in er abeut TF1? A. D.* Ahmad Khan, as was his
eriginal name, was bern at Herat in 1724. Here Ahdulla Khan
and his famil? experienced many ups and dewns ef fertune in
the Afghan struggle with the Persian geuerner eftheir prnvince,
and, after the latter’s withdrawal, in the scramble fer supremacy
in Herat. But the tewn was recevered by Nadir Shah and
fihmad Khan and his brether Znlfiqar Khan fled te Qandhar,
where they were imprisened by Shah Husain Ghilaai. When
Nadir captured Qandhar in March, 1?3?, Ahmad Khan was
released and appninted an erdinary attendant by the Persian
menarch. Endewed as he was with the rare qualities efleader--
ship, the Khan seen rese te be a cemmander in Nadir’s army,
and when his master was assassinated in his camp at Fatehabad
near Kuchan in Khurasan, in the midnight -|' ef 19th June, 1.747,
he fled re Qandhar, seized a centre? ef treasures escerted by
Nasir Khan, gnvernnr ef Kabul, defeated and killed the
gnvernnr ef the tewn and carried nut his enthrenemerit under
the title ef Ahmad Shah Ahdali in july er August, 17-'-i?.i

"‘ Husain Shahi,3rI.

1' jahan Kusha 245; Husain Shahl, ‘lb. Beth have Sunday llth Iamadi
Il. I153 H. Sunday appears te be a mistake fer Tuesday.

I Husain Shahi, 55 ; Abdulkarim, ‘Mb t Anand Ram, I9? ; Si?“-
III. H61. Abdal was the title nf an ancestnr ef Ahmad Shah given bfa
saint. It means nne free from wntltlltr attachment. Ahmad hcinngeti te the
5a.ddu..Zn_i_ glen of iltfghana. He assumed the title ef Durr-i-Durrani {Pearl
lmeng pearlsi
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Ahmad Shah new released Nasir Khan, and appninting him
gnvernnr ef Kabul en his nwn. behalf, sent him re his prnvince
with definite instructiens tn send him five lakhs nf rupees with-
eut delay.* On his arrival a't Kabul, "Nash Khan, hewever,
repudiated the agreement en the advice nf the Afghan chiefs
ef the tewn, turned nut the Shahis men and represented the
matter te the Emperer ef India, He was seen punished fer
his breach ef faith by an invasinn ef his prevince in Octebcr,
174'? and was ferced tn take refuge at Peshawar. ‘When the
Abdali advance-guard under Iahan Khan appeared near
Peshawar, Nasir Khan fled in perturbatinn ef mind re Lahere,
reaching there en 25th Nevember. The Shah nccupied Kabul
and Peshawar, cressed the Indus at Atteck, and after |_:ilunder-
ing a few villages near Hasan Abdal, returned te Peshawar te
rnalte preparatinns fer an invasinn ef India. 1‘

2.—Ditiusa1*eF Snan Nawaa sun Less es Tait Pattsau
jseuauv 1748.

The Panjab then the Nnrth-West Frentier prevince ef the
lvlnghal Empire and tern assunder in a fratrieidal vi-at between
the sens ef the deceased gnvernnr Zaltaria Khan, was,since
1745 inviting a fereign invasinn. On the death ef Zaltaria
Khan, the last netable gnvernnr, his eldest sen Yahia Khan was
appninted deputy gnvernnr ef Lahere and Multan in Septem-
ber, 1'?45, en behalf ef his uncle and father-in-law, Qamr-ud-din
Khan. But Zal-:aria's secnnd sen Hayat-ullah entitled Shah
Nawaa Khan. defeated his elder brnrher, threw him inte prisen
and fnrcibly nbtained pnssessinn nf the previnces. Yahia Khan
escaped frnm the prisen in the midnight ef 25th. December,
_1747, and fled tn the waair. At the instigatien ef Adina Beg
Khan ene ef his eflicers, "whn was a devil in human ferm,"
Shah Nawaa implnred the assistance ef the Abdali against his
brnrher and the waeir.-1: _

- It Husain 5hahi Eat. ; rlubdul Karim 94 b,.t'tnand Ram 29?, Sivat -III 51-

1 asses Ram, set... ate, ans Ind sea "
1 sun» 111. set thshnh 453 t finantl Ram, see-1'. ’
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Glad tn get an early eppnrtunity nf recnvering Nadir Shah’s
‘full heritage in India, Ahmad Shah crnssed the Indus with
abnut 13,000 trnnps in the first week nf january, 1743 and pm-
ceeded tnwards Lahnre, plundering and burning the villages
nn the way. He sent Shah Sahir, his spiritual preceptnr, ahead
tn negntiate and win ever Shah Nawaa Khan and effer him
prime-ministership nf the Indian Empire, shnuid the Abdali
-succeed in stepping intn the shees nf Muhammad Shah_* But
Shah Nawaa, listening tn the advice nf the waair nnt tn mar the
gnnd name nf their family, and learning that the abate had
nn field artillery, had Shah Sabir arrested and ltilletl, and made
preparatinns tn intercept the march nf the invader. Infnrmed
nf this, Ahmad Shah fntded the liavi cm 20th January, encam-
ped at the Shalimar Garden, 5 miles east nf the present tewn
nf Lahnre and ne:-tt day feught with the lncal gnvernnr whn
had cnme tn give battle at the head nf 25,000 trnnps. The
cnntest was indecisive, but when the Indian army was returning
frnm the Held in the evening, the mnunted Afghan muslteteers
delivered a charge, fired a rnund nf vnlleys and fnrced then:
nut nf the field. The darltness nf the night and the presence nf
snme Indian snldiers nutside the tnwn, hnwever, prevented the
ftfglians frnm entering inte Lahnre.

During the night, Shah Nawaa Khan feeling panicky aban-
ainned Lahnre, and fled triwards Dellii with his family, valuable
jewels and nrnaments. I..eft tn their fate, the chief men ef the
tewn like Mir Mnmin, Lalthpat Thai, Surat Singh and nthets
went nut tn wait nn the invader whn granted quarter tn the
penple fer a rausnm nf Rupees 30,00,000. The Shah then
nccupied _the tnwn, apprnpriated all the artillery, military stnres
and hnrses and camels in Lahnre, and in spite cf the agreement,
his trnnps plundered mnst parts nf the city. Here he stayed fnr
nne mnnth and ten days, appninted his nwn gnvernnr and
increased the number ef his trnnps.'|'

"‘ finand Ram, 325, Siyar. 11123151-
'I' Attend Ram, 3:t5..33n; Abdul Karim 9.‘Il1'--95'-i 5 Eiyar. III, B-ea-tin. The

Siyar sass that Adina Beg was the-first tn flee and his elarnple was fnllewed»
by nene“, In the battle, tee, he remained standing like a wnnden figure.
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3 -"PRINCE AHMAD BEHT AGAIHBT THE AHDALI.

One might have suppnsed that after the humiliatinn andi
speliatien nf I~ladir’s invasinn, Muhammad Shah and his ceurr
wnuld have grnwn wiser and shalten eff their lethargy en the
first news nf the Ahdali’s march rewards Kabul. Bur, in spite
ef the lessens ef 1739, the preceedings ef the Delhi ceurr were"
marked by as much carelessness, ignerance and inefficiency in-
‘l?4B as in the year ef the Persian inv asien. The Emperer
received the definite news nf the i’ihdali’s arrival at Kabul and
nf his sending his advance-guard rewards Attnek en the 12th
Nnvember, 174?. Thnugh he sent his advance-tents nut nf
Delhi en 3rd December, he pestpnned his departure first tn the
13th and then tn the 24th. Meanwhile, learning that the
invader had returned frnm Hasan ribtial, he gave up the idea
nf the eapeditinn. Then came the news, en the lst January,
nnly three days after the arrival at Delhief Nasir Khan, that
the Ahdali had left Peshawar and was marching tn Lahnre.
Muhammad Shah then being ill, he sent, nn the 1Sth, his
nnbles,Qamruddin Khan the waair, Safdar ]ang Mir Arish,
Nasir Khan ea-gnvernnr ef Kabul, and nthers with a huge army
and a large park nf artillery against the invader, disbursing
Rs. 60,00,000 fer their expenditure. Safdar ]ang's share was
eight lalths and fifty thnusand Rupees. He was, in additinn
given Ambala and snme nther parganas in jagir. Althnugh the
request ef Ishwari Singh nf Jaipur fer grant re him ef the fert
ef Rartthambhnr was disregarded nu the advice nf the waair and-
Safdar Jang, he left Delhi en the 23rd tn iniia the party,*

The nnhles had net yet reached Narela, 16 miles N. W. nf
Delhi, when they heard nf the fall nf Lahnre. They were filled-
with anxiety and sent a representarien tn the Empernr tn cnme
in persen er send the crewn prince instead. Aceerdingly,
Muhammad Shah despatched Prince Ahmad under the guardian-
ship nf Sadat Khan Zulfiqar jang en Bth February. The prince
ieined the army at Bstauna, 4 miles seuth ef Narela, en the

I flfllfld R-Elli. 3'95--315 ; Abdullrarim, eya. Delhi Chrnnicle, p. 33, has-
Wednuday aand as the date nf Ishwari Slngh's departure. lr is ebvinusly at
clerical errer fer a3rd.
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10th and reached Panipat nn the 20th. Here the Waair was
appninted tn lead the van, Safdar jang right wing and
“Ishwari Singh left wing, while the prince with Sadat Khan and
the hulk nf his army remained in the centre Nasir Khan, the
eat-gnvernnr nf Kabul was directed tn prntect the near-guard.
‘In this nrder the prince prnceeded further, reached Karnal nn
the 29th and Sarhind nn March 6th. He halted fnr nne day at
'Sarhind, where in the fnrt he lndged a part nf his treasure and
heavy baggage under a strnng guard, and then resumed his march
»nn the Bth tn fnrd the Satlaj at the ferrjr nf Machhiwara instead nf
crnasing it at Ludhiana which lav nn the direct rnute tn Lahnre.
'I-Ie had vet cnvered nnly fnurteen miles and was encamped near
the village nf Bharanli, abnut 11 miles snuth nf Machhiwara
when he received the alarming repnrts that Sarhind had fallen
-intn the hands nf the enem3=.*

This happened in the fnllnwing manner. I-leaving received
the definite news that the Mughal Prince was marching alnng
the rnad tn the Panjah, Ahmad Shah Ahdali left Lahnre nn
29th February and started tnwards Delhi. He maintained strict
secrecy abnut his mnvements and nrtlercd his men tn slay every
Indian they cnuld find near their camp. Cln the wav, his scnuts
infnrmed him that the prince had left a part nf his treasure in
the fnrt nf Sarhind and was advancing tnwards the Satlaj tn
~crnss it at Machhiwara. The Ahdali, therefnre, avniding the
-path nf the Indian army, fnrded the Satlaj twenty twn miles
~wcst nf Machhiwara nn 11th March, cnvered 40 miles during

*Anand Ram. 3a3, 314. 333, 336 and 33?; 1'1l1=lll1 Karim, !-II?lI';
Sitar. III B53; Guiistane. tnr.

T. Ahmad Ehahi is the nnlv authnritv which aavs that the Prince
received regular news ahnut the tnnvements nf the Ah:lali. It sav! that
at Sarhind he heard that the enetnv had left Lahnre. Cln apptnaching
iviachhiwara he first learnt that the invader was cnrning tnwards the Sutlaj
and then that he had crnssed the river neat Ludhiana. The Prince, there-
fnre, began his march tnwards Ludhiana and a nr 3 hnurs after his start
newa came that the enemv had reached and plundered 5flI1'1lIId- 5=¢ PP~ 51-

-I5a- This is nppnsed tn the vetainn given in all nther cnntempntatv wnt its
including Ananel Ram's Tarltira which was written immediately after the
ti-“attic and is the tuna! detailed and accurate vvntlt nn the auhiect.
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the night and reaching Sarhind by way nf Ludhiana plundered
the treasure and the tn-wn and slew the garrisnn the neat day.
He ‘then pitched _ his camp in the imperial garden nutside
Sarhindfil‘ =

The Intelligence Department nf the Indian army was sn-
ineffieient that thnugh the Abdali had passed snme miles west
nf the prince's fnrces, nn infnrmatinn nf his mnvement had
been prncured till he had cnmmitted frightful atrncities at
Sarhind. When Nawab Safdar jang repnrted this sad news,
brnught by his ten Irani trnnpers, the Waair dishelieved it. It
was, hnwever, snnn after cnnfirmed by the Waair’s nwn cnuriers
whn were nnw sent tn Sarhind tn ascertain the truth.1' The
Prince,'therefnre, began his return march nn the 13th nf March.
and arrived at the village nf Manupur, abnut 10 miles nnrth-
west nf Sathind. Here an entrenchment was erected with big
field-guns mnunted nn mnunds nf earth, arranged and tied'
tngether after the Rumi fasliinn, and with a deep ditch all
rnund it. One great deficiency was the scarcity nf water.
Many wells were sunl-:, but they cnuld nnt adequately satisfy the
need nf such a huge cnncnurae nf men and animals 1}:

The news ef the plunder nf Sarhind reached Delhi within a
few days nf the nceurrenee and filled the imperial city with.
cnnsternatinn. The Empernr and his cnurt made elahnrate
preparatinns fnr defence, and awaited news nf the further
mnvements nf the enemjhl.

The Durrani Shah nnw advanced fnur miles frnm Sarhind,.
and there remained nnly abnut sis: miles’ distance between the
nppnsing fnrces. The Afghan army was cempnsed nf 12,001}
light cavalry nf whnm abnut 6,000 were mnunted musketeers.
It had nn big cannnn, except a few that the invader had seiaed
at Lahnre and Sarhind_ The Indian army was vastly auperinr
 i

"‘Anand Ram, 33?; Ahdul Karim, 51;-"h; Sivan Ill. $153; TIA. in.
Ellinh III. re? ; Tahsir :5: h. -

1' Gulistane. In:-reg,

$ Aland RITE 3351 I Eiver III. H64.
J-Ts Ahmad 5-hahi, Eh ; Anand Ram, 34:-any
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in number, it being varinusljt estimated at 2,50,000,* nee;
239.0901’ and i,1fl,O00.$ trnnps and abnut twn thnusand guns.
But ennsidering the eacessive number nf nnn-cnmbatants that
fnllnwcd cnmbatants in that age, the tntal Indian fighting fnree
cnuld nnt have eaceeded 7{l,OllU** men.

1

4.-Barres ns Maiverns Zlsr Marten, 1743
Frnm the 1-'-lth nf March, the day the twn armies came clnse

in each nther, there were daily skirmishes between the scnuts
nf bnth the sides. Ishwari Singh was in favnur nf a pitched
battle and suggested an immediate attack. But the waair was
in favnur nf a cnncentratinn nf their effnrts nn cutting nlf the
enemy's supplies, which wnuld fnrce him tn retire, and hence
he rejected the Rajais prnpnsal.

The Abdali tnn being cnnscinus nf his inferinrity in numbers
fnlln-wed the pnlicy nf nbstructing the supplies nf the Indian
army and harassing it by sudden irregular attacks.

After full si:-t days’ indecisive skirmish es and fruitless negn-
tiatinns the fihdali gnt ready fnr a final struggle. On the 19th
nf March, he captured a mnund nf earth, situated nn the plain
between the twn fnrces and nppnsite tn Qarnr-ud-din’s camp,
statinned a big gun nn it and began firing at the Mughala.
The waair cnuld nn lnnger pnstpnne the final actinnt and
appninted 21st March fnr a pitched battle and made due prepa-
ratinns fnr it. Unluclcily, hnwever, nnly a few minutes befnre
Prince Ahmad"s start, Qamr—ud-din Khan was struck by a
cannnn ball in an inner rnnm nf his tent, where he was reciting
religinus verses (tang.-gqrgf) after his mnrning prayer, and eaipifled
a little while after, ‘Withnut being dismayed, his eldest snn, Mir

"' Husain Shahi. db.
1' Gu1Lttane,IIIll.
1 Guliec|ne,a_s.
re T. rlthmad saa-.1, tie. .
it Anand a-aa.sss But Gulistane, pp. lil4-lll5,savsthat sttdsrises

madeuhia Pfflflfilal and the waeir rejected it. ,
T. hhmad Ehahi,p- ta iivea rarh March (13th Rabi. 1) as the dew at

the heginnins; nfsltittni.lhes,wl1ich is wrung-
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Mannu; in nbedience tn Qamr-ud-din's dying advice and in gun.
sultatinn with the prince and Safdar jang, cnncealed his
father's demise and had it prnclaimed in the camp that the waair
being ill was nnt gning tn lead the army in persnn, but ‘nag;
sending his snn instead, ‘With as little delay as pnssible the
prince's army was marshalled in battle array with - the imperial
artillery in frnnt, Mir Mannu [Muin-ul-mulk) in charge nf the
advance-guard, Safdar Jang in cnmm and nf the right wing and
Ishwari Singh in charge nf the left, while the Prince stnnd in
the centre with the bulk nf his army. Nasir Khan was directed
tn enmmand the rear guard, Ahmad Shah Abdali whn was the
first tn reach the field, divided his mnbile army intn three
divisinns, tnld nff twn nf them against the Mughal right and
left wings, while the third cnnsisting nf sis: thnusand mnunted
musl:eteers* and aamburks nn trained camels under his persnnal
enmmand faced Mir lviannu and his Mughals. The battle began
at nnnn with the discharge nf artillery frnm bnth the sides.
The Afghan right wing divided itself intn twn parts, each nf
which nne after annther quickly charged the Rajputs and gal-
lnped back tn its pnsitinn. The Rajputs whn were preparing
fnr a hand-tn-hand tight were taken by surprise and Inst many
nf their men. ‘withnut striking a hlnw Ishwari Singh tn whnm
the news nf the waair’s death had leaked nut suddenly aban-
dnned the field with his whnle fnrce nf 20,000 Rajputs and fled
tnwards jaipur, leaving a part nf his artillery and baggage in
the Mughal camp.']- Thrnugh the gap thus created nn the
'Prince’s left, the Afghan right wing prnceeded tn attack the
Indian rear and baggage. Thnugh it inflicted a great lnss nn
the_Mughal rear, 1*-lasir Khan was able tn repel the enemy. The
Afghans nnw reached near the Prince’s centre, but Mir Mannu,

"‘ .dtl.‘tnnd Ram, 355, gives the nn. as l1,ll0=0,
1' All the authnrities say that Ishwari Singh fled at the very bflflllitiing

nf the battle withnut striking a blew. But Ciulistane, a secnndary snurce,
states that the Rajputs fnught well and nnly tnwards the end nf the battle,
the remnant nf their fnrce left the field. Gulistane. n. | |0- Aeterdies In
flnand Ram the Rajput fnrce numbered 10.000 ITUDP1 B‘-It 55515! Fill’! 1“ 110 35
thnusand, Ciulistane 30,000 and Im ad and lvlaadan further exaggerate it tn
31,4110 and -10.000 hnrse respectively.
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IN“ IF1 aair Khan and Sadat Khan Zulfiqar Jang bnldly charged
them and repulsed them with snme lnss. The Abdali Shah at this
time delivered an attac-lt nn the Indian van which had by nnw
hecnme nne with the centric. Suppnrted by his brnthers.
"Falthr-ud-din, Sadr-ud-din, and Najm-ud-din, Mir Mannu fnught
with super-human valnur, emptying twn quiver-fuls nf arrnws,
and slaying many Afghans. But he lnst snme nf his chief
nflicers, lilte Jan-nisar Khan, Shihab-ud-din Khan and the
latter's snn, and Bahrne Khan, and himself and his brnrher
lialthr-ud-din receivetl slight wnunds. The Abdali pressed nn
.and it appeared that a great disaster was gning tn befall the
Mughal army.

When the prnspects appeared glnnmy in this part nf the field,
the right wing under Safdar ]ang was winning a cnmplete
victnry nver the enemy. The r’l.bdali’s divisinn facing Safdar
jang had captured a hillncit nppnsite tn the Indian right wing
and was firing lnng swivels frnm the hack nf his camels whn
were seated nn this raised mnund nverlnnking the Mir Atish"s
trenches. Safdar jang nrdered l,?{l0 nf his muslteteers tn

adismnunt and attack the Afghans. These men rushed at the
enemy, fired their lnng guns, slew mnst nf the Afghans and
captured the hillnclt with all the enemy camels and guns, The
remnant nf the enemy fled and were charged by Safdar _]ang"s
Qiailbashes whn captured all their swivels and camels. The
Abdali’s trnnps made a fresh attempt tn retrieve their pnsitinn
and tn recapture the hillnclr, but they were beaten baclr by

'the gnvernnr nf Awadh. At this time, Safdar jang received
news nf the sad plight nf the imperial van and centre. Sn he
quickly despatched sufiicient re-iufnrceme nts in men and arti-
llery tn the Prince, and at the same time attacked the Shah’s
.;rnen frnm his side, Thrnwing himself, his trnnps and artillery
-between Mir Mannu and the Afghan fnrce, he brnught the
tlatter tn a stand. Already fatigued, the enemy fnund themselves
suddenly assaulted by a hndy nf fresh Irlini trnnps whn pnured
murdetnus fire nn them. At this time, snme cart-lnada nf
rneltets, which the Shah had seiaed and brnught frnm Sarhind,

tcaught fire,and thnusands nf them were in a sudden blaae.
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Flying in all directions, these took a heavy toll on the Lives of
the hard-pressed Afghans and scattered them in the field. Baffled
in his attempts to rally them, Ahmad Shah Ahdaii prudently
left the field after his army was broken and his men had fled
to their encampment. At night-fall the Mughal Prince returned
victorious tn his camp.*

5--F1.1nH'r or was ABDAL1 Snatt, 25TH Marten
For fear of a surprise attack, the Indian arrnv passed the

night on horse-back, while the chiefs and nobles remained
seated on their elephants. As the Ahdali did not move out of
his camp, there was no fighting on the 22nd or on any suh-
sequent dav. In order to loll the suspicion of the Mtrghal
prince and to conceal his own discomfiture, Ahmad Shah
Ahdali opened negotiations for peace through Safdarjang, agr-
eeing to retire, if the Trans-Indus provinces, including Afgha-
nistan, were formally ceded to him and 25,00,000 rupees from,
the revenues of the Panjab were annually remitted to his trea-
snrv. These demands were, of course, rejected, and in the
morning of the 26th, the Indian armv mounted for battle, when,
to their surprise and joy, they found that the enemy had fled
the previous night, leaving a part of his artillery and heavy
haggage in the garden outside Sarhind. No pursuit worth the
name was made. The Indian army, ignorant of the Abdali’s
whereabouts and afraid of a surprise attack siowlv and haltinglv
moved behind the enemy and fought light skirmishes with his
rear on the 26th and 2?th of March. But the Ahdali had a
few days’ ciear start, and so the Prince gave up the idea of an:

' - hnand Rsttn, 351-Iiti-1, Ahdulkurirn, ass; Sivar 11:, sea T, Ahmad Shahh
Th-Bis, T. M. I34: and Ii; Shakir, E2; M- Ll. L 366, Gulistane, a Persian-born
author, aseri hes the victorv entirely to the valour of Eafdar Iang and his-
Pgflign emopa and alleges that the Hindustani and Turani troops did,
nothing. See Ciuiistane pp, II I-I I1. Anand Ram, Mir Munshi to the wldt,
onrhe other hand,e:ttols the valour of Mir hiannu and alleges that the
eietetq was chiefly due to hI.':n. He, however, adds that Safdar Inrtg attaclte-:l.~
the enemv from his side and fought htavelv.

T, Ahmgfl $1-“hi, PP, ‘in and ii; gives vrrong dates of the skirmishes and
of the death ofqamr-ud—din Khan. According toit Safdar Inns wasin
ch srle of the left and Ishwari Singh in charge of the tiiht wing.
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encounter with him.-f He remained two days more in the camp
and recovered Sarhind on the 28th.

The neirt day, Prince Ahmad resumed his march towards
Lahore and reached the hank of the Satlsi near Ludhiana on
the 31st. Here, he halted for many a dav owing to the illness
of Nawab Safdar ]ang who had become the Princels chief
adviser and virtual head of the army after the death of Qamrud-
din Khan. No further advance was made even after the reco-
very of Safdar Jattg who did not favour the idea of an espedi-
tion against the Abdali at this timc.

The news of the Prince’s victory and the encmv’s flight
reached Delhi on the 23th of March. Highly pleased with the
valour of Mir Manon and Safdar Jang, Muhammad Shah con-
ferred the governorship of Lahore and Multan on the forllllfl-'
and summoned the Prince and Safdar Jang hack to Delhi, An
imperial fnrmen reached the Prince on the 19th April, and so he
sent Mir Manon to his new charge on the 21st and Nasir Khan-
to Kabul on 22nd, and himself hegan his return match to the
capital the nest dav.*

1‘ Attend Ram, 363,3-id andlilo; T, Ahmed Shahi, Ills-I lu.
t Slver, III.Fo it Ahclnl Karim, 1o3er T. Ahmad Bhshi. 11:‘-



CHAPTER XII _

'$AFDAR ]!tNG, ‘WAZIR OF THE EMPIRE, 1748-1753

1.-—Aeosss1os or Austen Sean, 28TH, Artur. 1748

Emperor Muhammad Shah, whose illness had taken a serious
lturn some days after the departure of his son against the Abdali
iflwdfifs div‘-1 lflillfl Moti Mnhnl (Pearl Palace) of the Delhi
Fort at about two during the night of 25th April, 1'?43.*
hialka-i-aamani (eldest queen of the deceased) wisely concealed

‘her husband's demise and sent erpress letters to her step-son
~to hurry baclr to Delhi. Prince Ahmad received these letters on
'2Sth April in his camp near the historic town of Panipat. On
-the advice of Safdar ]ang-|- he carried out his enthronement the
-same day and assumed the title of Mujahid-ud-din Ahmad Shah
‘Bahadur Ghaai. Safdar fang held, with his own hands, over
the Prince’s head the royal umbrella he had prepared out of an

-ordinary basket by covering it with a piece of embroidered
~cloth, presented his I-,I,1;_-,1.-5, {offerings by way of homage) and
-congratulated him on his accession. Other nobles in the camp
followed suit. The new Emperor promised wig,-]1'¢;1[ (Prime
Minister's post) to Nawab Safdarjang ; saying, "I congratulate
you on your waairship.":|:

Ahmad Shah now resumed his journey and reached within a
‘few miles of Delhi on the 1st May. Muhammad Shah‘s death
was,_therefore, made public and his dead body was taken out of

~the fort in procession and buried near the tomb of Niaam-ud-din
-.dulia. On the 2nd, the new Emperor arrived at the Shalimar

s - - ~ .Delhi chronicle, 34, Ahdullcartm, 103b, Siyar. III. S64 . T- fihmld
Shahl. llb.

1' The Prince desired to postpone his enthronement till he had
-reached Delhi. But Safdar lang wisely insisted on an immediate proclama-
~tlon of his accession and not allowing a rnornent’s interregnum which was
~liltely to he fraught with dangers (T. Ahmad Shahi, raa).

Ifielhi Chronicle, 35 ; Siyat III. E64 t T. Ahmad Shahi, Isa. The
--chronicles date is goth Rabi, II. It ought to have been tst lamadi. I of
:sIor H. .
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garden and, here, his coronation again took place with befitting"
splendour and festivities. At about ll in the morning of 4th‘
May, he entered the city, mounted on a huge elephant, in a’
grand procession and on the 9th, he paid his first royal visit to
the ]ama Mosque where he beard the Khugbg (pmyfl f,_-_,r the
sovereign) recited in his name.*

?.—S.truaa ]iii~io arroiiireo Wants, 29ri=i jess, 1748
Although Safdar ]ang had been nominated to the wfggygt on

the very day of Ahmad Shah’s accession at Panipat, the post
had not yet been formally filled. Both the new Empergr and
Safdar Jang had some ansiety about the intention of Niaamr|]_
mullc, the hoary able sebemer of the Deccan, whose love for
power and office bad not abated with age. To ascertain his
views, they wrote to the Niaam to come to Delhi and guide the
Empire as its chief minister. The Niaam begged to be eitcused
on account of old age and iil-health and advised Safdar Jang re
accept the oFFice, concluding his letter with these words; "Ym,
are_ the most promising of the children of the time. Do what-
ever you thinlt good for the interest of the State and bring, in
what ever way you can, the Empire to order." Though he
continued to discharge the duties of wasir, Safdar Jang dared
not openly assume the rohe of the oi-Hce even after the receipt
of the letter. On the Niaam"s death, which tool: place at about
,,, p. m. on 31st May 1743, the Emperor formally appointed
Safdar jang to the vacant post on 29th ]une, 1?-18, loaded him
with rich gifts, promoted him to be a mgngghdgy of 0,000 3,1; and
3,000 sewer and conferred on him the titles of Jamar-ul-mull:
Abul-ul-mansur Khan Bahadur Safdar jang Sipab—salar.1' The

"‘ Delhi Chronicle, 35-35 ;T. Ahmad Shahi 13b ;Siyar III. -Sf:-5.
I-Iere one day’s discrepancy occurs between the dates given by the

Chronicle and T. Ahmed Elie!‘-ii and other authorities. This was due to the
fact that according to the first two wotlcs Rabi II. of riot A. H. had 3o
days, while according to others it had only ac. I follow the latter as given
in Kant! Swami Pillai.’I Irtdlari Ephemeris.

1' Siyar. III,Bfi0-360; Shaltit. tilt head. 075 and Eda; T. M. ldllu-l.3Sb;
Delhi Chronicle, 35-3?; Tablir. 151*; T. Ahmad Shahi, H3‘-

Ghulatn All and Sultan fill Safavi wrltlngin the prejudiced atmosphere
of the Lucknow cnurt early in the ti-‘th century maintained that Safdar ling,
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-same dav, he was appninted superintendent nf the private
ehamber (tjhnml lthnmr). On the 16th Julv, the gnvernnrship
nf hjmer and Paujdarship nf Narnaul were ennferred nn him in
additinn tn his hereditary prnvince nf hwadh, and his snn
Jalaltlddin Haider was given the title nf Shuja-ud-dattlah Bahadur
and was prnmnted tn his father’s fnrmer nfilee nf Superintendent
nf Imperial hrtiller-y.1' Safdar jang exchanged his new tuba nf
Ajnter with that nf Allahahadil: which was cnntig unus tn Awadh
and had been cnnferred nn Sadat Khan Zulfiqar Jang, the new
Amie-ul-Umra and Mir Balthshi. These twn nnhles and javed
Khan divided amnng them the jngirr nf the late Niaam and
Qamrud-din Khan, leaving tn the lattet’s snns thnse pttrgtintis
nnly which had been held by them during the life time nf their
fathers..{.

3.—Tns Waflihls vast: attn DIFFIGULTIIH
The new wasir succeeded tn a taslt that was mnre ardnn us

than that any Mughal chief minister had had tn faee since the
days nf Bairam Khan, the celebrated vnung Altbar's guardian
in 1556.. The Empire which had nnee embraced practically the
whnle nf the enntinent nf India had dwindled intn insignificance
and mnst nf the prnvinces had shaken nff its 1;-'n]te. Bangal,
hihar and Orissa under hlivardi Khan and Awadh and Allaha-
had under the waait himself were independent in all but name.
Ruhelkhand was usurped by Ali Muhammad Khan Ruhela.
The ruajnr part nf Agra and snme pnrtinn nf the Delhi prnvince
as far nnrth as Fatidabad were under Surajmaljat and his

was appninted Watlt nrt the very dav nf Ahmad 5hah’s ttceessinn, and
alleged that the view that he did nnt put nn the rnbe nf the nfliee till the
death ni the Hiram was wrnna. They are nnt suppnrten lav anv enntempnrarv
histnrian. 1ntat:i3'.:Il; lvlaadan, IV 115511. Gulistane, pp ad 2?, says that
Intiram-ud-dauiah, snn ni Qarrrruddtn, was ‘alsn a candidate fnr wteueut, Sn
Safdar Jangwtetetn Phi Muhammad Khan Rnhela int help. 'l he Khan
sent Hafis Htahmat atth a t athatr tnntingent which blocked
Innram-ud-daula’s passagetn cnurt. nafttar llng, meanwhile, went ts the
palace and was invested with the rnhe nf the niiice. This is later gossips

1‘ Delhi Chtnnida, 39; 5ivar,11l 3?-l t T- Ahmad Shahi, 15b. -
1 Siva: III, B33. -
""" T. fihmad $hahi, 15b--lfia.
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elansmen,"‘ while Rajputana, including Aimee, enjhyed the
Rajput rule withnut being under even the thin veil nf the
Mughal supremacy. In spite nf the Mughal gnvernnr, Guitar
had, fnr several years, passed under the sphere nf iniiuence nF
the Marathas whn had permanently established themselves in
Bundellthand and Malwa alsn, The whnle nf the Deccan was
indifferent tn the titular Empernr and the ttans+Indus ptnvineea
had fallen intn the hands nf Ahmad Shah Abdali in Nnvember,
1747. The Mughal territnry being thus ennfi ued frnm Agra tn
Attnclt, the term empire had beet:-me a misnnmer.

The lnss. sufiered by the metal prestige nf the empire was
even greater. The Mntathas, taking nn accnunt nf the fast
decaying lvlughal pnwet, which nn lnnger cntnmanrled the awe
and respect nf its subjects, had been dictating terms at Delhi
fnr several years past. By their systematic annual eitpcditinns
Hnlltar and Sindhia were making Nnrthern India prnsttate
befnre their might. Raghuji Bhnnsle’s repeated incutsinns in
the eastern prnvinees had stepped the Hnw nf yearly revenue
frnm Bangal. The Abdali invader had begun te play the rnle
cf Nadir Shah. In treaehernus alliance with him were the
liuhelas nf Ruhellthand whnse nhieet was the establishment nf
.*"ifghan supremacy in Hindustan. Even the slightest mnvement
cf the Afghan invader, therefnre, sent a thrill nf fear thrnugh
the Delhi cnurt. The tntal erttinctinn nf the Mughal Empire
appeared tn be nnly a questinn nf time.

Safdar jang was nnt insensihle tn these dangers. He was
anrrinus tn save the Empire.1' But his enemies gave him nn
chance. The Turani party headed by Intizamuddaulah, the
secnnd snn nf the late wnrir Qflmfflflfilifl Khan. 1“~'-‘iliifdfid wire?-at
tn be his by hereditary right, and supperted by his twn pnwer-
ful relatinns--Mir lvlannu, gnvernnr nf Lahnre and Multan and
Nasir jang, gnvernnr nf the Deccan--was plntting the waait’s
nverthrnw. In alliance with the queen-mnther Udham Bai, a
wnman nf lnw nrigin and taste, the eunuch Iaved Khan, entitled

"' T. hhmld shahl, 13"-is

1' Elllilfill-I,1h;D'Ia Ba
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Nhwab Bahadur, was usutping the functinn nf the chief minister,
artfully alienating the Empernr frnm Safdar jang and ifltfqduc-
ing his ynung master tn all snrts nf sensual pleasures. A,light-
headed (sulntlt-mughr) Yfllllllls -Ahmad 5hal:l gave nn suppnrt nr
cnnfidenee tn the waair* and thrnughnut his inglnrinus reign
fnllnwed the suicidal pnlicy nf playing nne patty against the
nther, which is sn clearly unfnlded in the letters nf the Maratha
vulcils, the Hingne brnthers and in thnse nf Antaji Iviankeshwar.

4.-—Tns ‘~li?aata’a PULIGY
After his nnminatinn tn the nfiiee nf Waair, Safdar Jang

placed befnre him a bnld and ambitinus prngtamme which
appears tn us tn have been incapable nf realisatinn in its entirety,
even if he had been lucky ennugh tn have nbtained the full
suppnrt nf the Etnpetnt and his cnurt. During the first three
years nf his ministry he,dreamt the dream nf extending the
bnundaries nf the dwindled empire tn‘ the snuth-eastern
frnntier nf the Persian kingdnm in the nnrth-west, and tn the

T The authnr nf the T. Ahmad Shahi, whn was a enurtier nf
Etanetnr Ahmad Eihah, tecnrda a typical er-tample nf the Empernr's
thnughtless and irrespnnsihle cnnduct which shnws hnw nntnplctely he had
fallen under the evil influence nf ]aved Khan frnm the very beginning
nf his reign and hnw he himself threw nhstacles in the wnrlt nf the ‘Watir.
He writes: Ahmad Shah busied himself in pleasures and left all the wnrlt tn
Iaved Khan whn became master nf aiiairs bnth inside and nutside the
imperial lstirem. Safdar lane, realising hnw artful and ambitinus Iaved
KhsniiFhs,reptesented tn the Empetnr nne evening, “Unless ‘fnur Majesty
persnnally lnnks after the administratinn, the adaits nf the Empire will nnt
impruve." Ahmad Shah replied, ""'i'»'l'hatever you wanttn represent, ynu
may ssy tn Nawab Bahadut and he will cnmmunicate it tn rne," With these
wnrds nn his lips he went intn the harem. Eafder ]nng said tn Iaved Khan
that if the empetnr wnuld nnt innit after the afiairs nf the cnuntry the armi.
the servants and the finances, he (Safdar) wnuld nnt be able tn tiisehargethe
duties nf Wirerut. If the Empernr ga ve him en hnur nr twn nf his time, he
wnuld represent things tn him in derail and then act aeentding tn his nrders.
The eunuch replied that the waait might as well ssv the same things tn the
Ernpernr, adding‘ that he (Safdar) was watit and had the whnle administra-
tinn in his charge. he might dn ls he liked. Safdar Iartg was niientled ands
went back tn his hnuse thinking that the Empernr himself was respnnsible
fnr Iaved Khan's Isstirpltlotl nf edmilslstrltinn. (see T. Ahmad Shahi .175)»
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river Narmada in the Snuth.* ‘Within the em pire he was snsinus
tn uprnnt the cnlnnies nf the jars and nf the Bangash and Ruhela
Afghans. After Ahmad Shah"s secnnd enthrnnement at the
Shalamat garden, he urged the new Empernr nnt tn enter the
I-‘=ePiffl-ls but fnllnw up his recent success against the Ahdali,
march beynnd the Indus and tecnver .il.fghanistan.1' But insti-
gated by Javed Khan, Ahmad Shah preferred the life nf slnthful
ease tn nne nf pcrilnus enterprise. ‘When the waair returned tn
Delhi after the successful terminatinn nf his campaign against
the Ruhela and Bangash Pathans early in 1752 he re-npened the
qucstinn nf the recnvery nf the Paniab and Afghanistan with the
help nf the Marathas.:|: But this time, tnn, it met the same fate
as befnre. As time went nu, Safdar jang realised the unfeasi-
bility nf his scheme, which he was nbliged tn give up item by
item. At the end his desire tn maintain his pnsitinn at B01111
against a hnst nf his enemies absnrbed all his attentinn. The
fnllnwing pages will deal with his unsuccessful eifnrts tn translate
a part nf his scheme tn reality, and tn battle against the
reactinnary fnrces at cnurt tn whnse intrigues he finally fell
a victim.

5--Are srrersrr srsnn nts rate ‘lll?.s.atv.'s Ltae
3l]'trt Nnvustaeh, 1'l'i|-El

Dcsirnus of supplanting the Warir, Intieam-ud-Dauia. whn
was far inicrinr tn his rival in ability, cnurage and militarv
strength, hatched a pint against his life tnwards the end nf
Nnvember, H43. He cnncealed snme light guns, muskets, rncltcts,
swivels and nther cnmbustihics nn the invisible rnnf nf a hnuse
situated inside a cnvered passage, knnwn as Ci-dare-i-Iviguwliadh,
and had them trained and levelled at a rider passing in the street
belnw, by eszpert gunners. This passage lay near the canal in
the Nigambndh mnhalla nf Delhi nnrth nf the Calcutta gate nf
the Red fert, and Safdar jang usually passed thrnugh it nn his
way tn and back frnm the cnurt. 011 lilili-5 dill’ ‘Elf H: whl‘-ih flu
 '

1' Shalrir, 55.

1' Shaltit. -153 ; Hariehatan, 399!’-

I T. .i"i.hmad Shahi, 3..-ill.
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nn 30th Nnvcmbct, H43, the ‘Wacir was returning tn his hnuse
after the cnngregatinnal prayer with the Empernt at the Idgaili
and after having cnndueted the latter back intn the rnyal fnrt,
and as snnn as he reached the dark, cnvered passage, the plntter's
agents set fire tn the carefully arranged artillery. There was a
sudden eaplnsinn, filling the passage with smnkc and setting fire
tn the thatches nf a few nf the shnps near by. Guns, muslrets
and rnckcts were discharged, killing a few nf the Waeifs atten-
dants, riding in ftnnt nf him. Safdar _]ang’s nwn hnrse was struck
by a bullet and fell dnwn nn the grnund with its master, but the
‘Waair was lucky ennugh tn escape injury. The party was alarmed
and in spite nf an immediate search, nn culprit cnuld be disen-
vered. The back dnnr nf the shnp frnm which artillery lire
came was fnund lncked frnm nutside nn the nutet side nf the
sheltered passage It was generally believed that Intieam-ud-Dania
was the authnr nf the nutrage. Safdar Iang nrdercd the
demnlitinn nf the cnvered passage and the hnuscs that
stnnd nn bnth sides nf it. All the hnuscs and shnps between the
mansinn nf Dara Shiknh, the Waair’s residence, and the canal
running near the Nigamhndh quarter were levelled tn the grnund.
Frnm very ancient times Hindu mendicants and beggars had been
living in this part nf the city ; these were nnw turned nut and the
site nf their hnuscs became the residence nf Safdar _]ang"s
trnnps.* This nutrage, cnmmitted within a few mnnths nf his
installatinn, htnught abnut . a misunderstanding between the
‘illiaair and the Empernr, as he suspected the latter’s ennnivance at
the Turanihnstility. Safdar jang, getting scent nf the dangers
ahead, ceased tn appear at the cnurt, and nn the 5th nf Decem-
ber,-l' 1743, sent nut his advance-tents tn the river bank in readi-
ness fnr his departure fnr Awadh. Events in the immediate
future were tn prnve that he had cntrectly divincd the mntives
and nbject nf his enemies their cnmmnn and master.

"" Delhi Chrnnicle, as ;. T. Ahmad Ehahi, 1Tb-ldh ;Shakir ya;
Abdul Karim, 104.: ;T. hi. 193:1 and b ;Tarilth-i-Ali, 193a and it ; lvlirai:-i-
hftab-Huma, aete. Tatikh-i-All gives the best accnunt. bhakir mis-
taitingly thinlts that this nuttigc was +enmmitted after the murder nf
lavetl Khan.

T Delhi Chtnniclc '16-
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6.—A Cotvsvraacr To Soar-Later '1-as Wars,
_I.-eveaar-Mar, 1749

The ‘i?il'aair's withdrawal from the city was javcd Khan and
Intiaarn-ud-Dauia’s opportunity. The greedy eunuch lool-zed
upon Safdar Jung as an ohstacle in the path of his ambitious and
malignant scheme of acquiring the supreme influence with the
Emperor and power in the country. Intiaam-ud-Daula regarded
him as the usurper of chief ministership which, but for Safdar
Jang, mttst have been conferred upon him after the death of his
father. These intriguing personages impressed upon the foolish
emperor that it was a most convenient and suitahie opportunity
-to strike a blow at Safdar jung. Urunindful that Ahmed Shah
Abdali was casting his longing eves on the Panjab, the Emperor
in alliance with the nohles of the Turani faction, began plotting
the overthrow of his Waair. He laboured under a misapprehen-
sion that Safdar _Iang’s territorial, financial and militarv strength
was a menace to his safety, and wrote a letter to Nasir jang,
the second son of Niaarn-ul-Mull: and his successor in the
viceroyaltv of the Deccan, urging his immediate presence at
court with as many troops as his provinces could spare.* Javed
Khan also wrote to him in the same strain. The object of the
conspirators—the Emperor, javed Khan, Intiaam-ud-Daula,
Nasir ]ang and Ghaai-ud-Din Khan Firoz ]ang—-was to procure
by military pressure the dismissal of the Waair and the Mir
Bakhshi (Sadat Khan Zulfiqar jartg who was the Wa.t.ir’s friend)
and to get Intiaam-ud-Daula and Nasir Jang appointed in their
respective places as soon as the latter had arrived with his for-
midable hosts.

1,53-sing hi, deputy Sevyid Lashlrar Khan at Aurangahad,
-then the capital of the Ni.-tam‘s dominion, Nasir Iang started
qgqwgrde Delhi with an unwieldy army, Efiliflltlttlil it ?'lJ,'El'Ei0

troops, and a large park of artillery, in March 1749, giving out
that he was going merely to pay his respects to the Emperor.
In eedee re keep the wazir ofi' his guard, he wrote to him a
diplomatic letter which ran as follows t—

“The sole ohject of my intended visit is to chastise the
Marathas here. Your Eacellencv should kindly do me the

It swat, [11 E56 ;Mastr-i-Atari. Ii?“ : 54- U- 111. 555-
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favour of getting me cofirmed in the governorship of the Deccan:
and of appointing rue Mir Bakhshi in place of Sadat Khan
Zulfiqar-Jang who has snatched it from me. Being then of one
mind with you, both of us would put the Empire in order.
Halajirao has seized the Empire even upto Hindustan, He is at
dishonest cheat. If you rely upon his friendship, you will cer-
tainly he deceived. His profession is cheating, and he looks to-
money and to nothing else. Give me a safe—conduct and let us
enter into an agreement for the chastisement of Balaiirao.
(Believe me) I am at your orders."

To ascertain the attitude of the Marathas with whom he had
been friendly since 174?, Safdar Jang called Bapttji Mahadeva
Hinganc, the Maratha wakil at Delhi, and showed him Nasir
]ang‘s letter in the original, adding. “If Balajirao’s faith he as
is described herein, I should form an alliance with Nasir jang.
You need not blame me then." Already aware of Nasir _]ang’s
plan and of the contents of the letters he had written to the
Emperor, Firoz jang and Intizatn-ud-daula, Mahadeva exposed
the former"s double-dealing and told the waair that the Turani
lmder of the Deccan desired to sow the seed of enmity between
him and the Peshwa, and that if he succeeded in this, he could
achieve his main object, via., supplanting the waair, without
much difiiculty. filready suspicious of Nasir ]ang's move,
Safdar Jang now rmlised the danger he was in and requested
Mahadeva to write to Malhar Rao Holltar and Jayappa Sindhia
to obstruct the enen1y’s further advance to Northern India, and
ofiered to pay them handsomely for this service. The waair-asked
the Maratha wakil to write to Peshwa that the occasion was the
test of the Maratha professions of friendship ; but if they failed.
him in his need he knew how to overcome the enemy. He was the
master of 5U,DOU troops and was prepared for any emergency.
The Holkat and the Sindhia, who were returning to the Deccan
in view of Shahu's failing health, were not anxious to provoke
the powerful Turani chiefs. Nor would they like to break with
the Nawab—'illlsair. So they proposed extravagant terms which,
they knew, could not be accepted by Safdar jang. .
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Disappointed by his Maratha friends, the waair watched the
situation with care and anaiety and at the same time made pre-
parations to meet it. He instigated Sad-ullah, deputy-governor
-of Bijapur and Adoni, to rebel, against Nasir ]ang, summoned
R9-la Nawal Rai from Awadh with as many of his troops as the
province could safely spare, and invited his other friends and
followers from all quarters. Meanwhile, Nasir ]ang had reached
Burhanpur (about the middle of April 1749], and proceeded
towards the Narmada. Maharaja Ishwari Singh ofJaipur and the
Raja of Kora prepared to join him as soon as he were to advance
north of the river. But, on behalf of the waair, _]ayappa Sindhia,
who appears to have been again written to by Safdar ]ang, toolr
up his post in the vicinity of Kora to oppose Nasir ]ang's pro-
gress and to embroil him with the local Raia or with the
Maharana of Udaipur. The storm, however, subsided as quickly
as it had risen. Becoming uncomfortable at the waair’s military
preparations, the Emperor directed Nasir jang to go back to the
Dcccan. The imperial letter reached the latter on the 4th May,
when he was about to cross the Narmada. ‘With great reluctance,
he returned to Aura ngabad,* and the waair was thus saved from
an inevitable ruin. _

Even after this Safdar ]ang was not pacified and he did
not return to his residence in the city. The craven Emperor
and the cowardly eunuch had, therefore, to climb still further
down. Accompanied by his mother, Udham Bai and by Nawab
Bahadur ]aved Khan, Ahmad Shah paid a visit to the waair in
his tents at the river bank on 17th April, 1749, tried to convince
him of his innocence about the plots, and pacified him by open
signs of humility and friendliness. The Emperor promised ttt
give the waair his support and confidence and brought him hack
to the Court.'|'

"' Selections from the Pethwa Dafrar, ‘Vol II. Letters No. tie and
13.;T.. Ahmad Shahi, 3-db: M. U. III 3?-I ; Mailtl-Alafi, tflht Nlllt
ling’: letter to hhmad Shah translated in Najmul-Ghani's Tarlkh-Haldrh
had -Deccan ( Urdu 1| pp. the-r_Br.

1 hbdullratim, re-ta ; T. Ahmad Shahi, ass, lisb; I"l=¢liaaI—\fl-
elam,lI. 191.
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‘J’--Wm-.ra's cootaraa-snors aoattvsv TI-IE Toaat-tr Nonrsss
These conspiracies, the object of which was nothing short of

the total destruction of the ‘Waair, did not fail to produce their
worst effect on Safdar ]ang's sensitive mind. Not the least
behind any body in the arts of intrigue and self-aggrandisement,
he had already been using his oflicial position to undermine the
power and prestige of the Turani nobles, Intixam-ud-daula and
Firoa jang, by depriving them of the iagirs held by their fathers
and at their expense enriching himself and his followers.* To
counteract the malicious designs of Nasir jang, he had written~
seducive letters to Sadulla Khan (better known by his title of
Muaaffar jang), deputy governor of Bijaput and Adoni, insti-
gating him to rebel against his master {Nasir Jang, who was at
that time advancing to Delhi to procure the dismissal of Safdar
jang}, and to seize his saber which the waair promised to con-
fer upon the Khan by a patent of appointment to be secured
through his influenced‘ Now the Turani attempts on his
oflice and life made him strengthen his own party and followers,
vow vengeance against his enemies, and try to cripple them
permanently so as to make them for ever impotent for evil.

Realising that the chief sources of strength of the Turani
chiefs at Court were the Panjab and the Deccan, Safdar ]ang
first selected Muin-ul-Mullr, Viceroy of the former province,
to be the object of his malignant design. For this purpose he
used Nasir Khan, ex-governor of Kabul and Ghaani, to be his
tool. After the Mughal victory at Manupur, this Nasir Khan
had again been appointed governor of Kabul ;_but he had no
troops nor money to recover his new charge from the hands Of
Ahmad Shah Abdali. For some time he lived at Lahore in-
povcrty and unemployment. Mule-ul-mull: took pity on him
and appointed him feajder of the four weeeir of Sialkot, Guiarat,
Aurangabad and Pasrur, and promised him his full assistance in
the recovery of Afghanistan. Safdar Jang induced him to aug-
ment his troops, fight Mir Iviannu and drive him out of the
Panjab, promising that the patent of appointment for that pro-

"' T. Ahmed Shahi, ldd.
1 '1'. Ahmad Shahi, ass
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vince would be sent to him immediately after his success in the
enterprise. A weak-rninded simpleton of ungrateful nature,
Nasir Khan easily fell into the trap. He now turned against his
master, successfully seduced one thousand of his troops to desert
to his own service, and secretly waited for a suitable opportunity
to attack Mnin-nl-Mulk. But the plot leaked out and Muin~ul-
Mullr marched to Sialkot sometime about Iuly, 1749. Nasir
Khan was utterly defeated after four bout"s contest and fled from
the field, leaving the victor in possession of all his four medals.
The Khan reached Delhi in shame and disgrace and became an
object of public ridicule and scorn.*

The first plot (Nasir Khan's) had not yet materialised before
Safdar _]ang came out with a fresh one, ostensibly to plan to
strike simultaneously two sudden and vigorous blows at Moln-
ul-Ivlullt in two different places in the latrer's own seller. This
time, his instrument was Shah Nawax Khan, the second son of
Zakariya Khan and a near relation of Muin-ul-Mull: himself. He
had, for sometime, held the viceroyalty of Lahore and, after his
defeat at the hands of the Abdali in January, 1743, was living in
unemployment at Delhi. Though descended from the staunch
Sacral‘ stocl-: of Central Asian Turl-rs, he had sometime before
turned a rs-sl. Hence Safdar jang, himself a .'_fliie, took a fancy
for this man and got him appointed Sairsder of Multan, which
was included in Muin-ul-mullc’s viceroyalty. He then furnished
him with some troops and money, and despatched him to Multan,
probably in May, 1'?’-1-‘El, advising him to increase his military
establishment and seixe Lahore from lyfuin-ul-mulk, as it was
his by personal right as well as by inheritance. The Khan
reached Multan and began to collect troops from all directions.
He even induced some of Iviuin-ul-mullr’s soldiers to take service
under him. In a few months‘ time he gathered round him
15,000 horse and foot, and made secret preparations to march
over to Lahore and surprise the viceroy. But Muin-ul-mullt soon
discovered the plot and quickly sent a well-equipped force under
Kuramal and Asmat Khan to Multan to crush Shah Nawax Khan
before he could gather more strength. A brave and enterprising

I T. Ahmad Shahl,aj rt; T.h'i. 14511-
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soldier Shah Nawax boldly attacked the Paejab army and fougth
most bravely ; but he was struck by a cannon-ball and fell dead
in the field. Thus Safdar ]ang's second attempt to ruin Mttin-_
ul-mull: was also foiled (Sept.-Oct. 1749) and the latter now
conferred Multan on his diwan, Kttramal.*

Safdar ]ang’s position was, now, gradually becoming
unenviable. Partly by circumstances over which he had no con-
trol, but mainly by his selfishness, self aggrandisement, tactless-
ness and hatred of the Turani nobles and Pathan adventurers, he
had made numerous enemies around him. A man of Javed
Khan’s vulgar and inordinate ambition was not likely to play a
second fiddle to anybody, whether at court or in administration,
when he could easily keep the puppet Emperor in his tight grips.
Intixam-ud-daula would not forgive Safdar _]ang for having
robbed him of his inheritance, the wixarat. The governors of
the Deccan and the Panjab--Nasir jang and lvluin-ul-mullt---who
were connected with Intiaam-ud-daula by family and marriage
ties, would support their own leader. Yet, instead of pacifying
them and keeping them contented by justice, fair-play and occa-
sional acts of favour, Safdar Jang would play the Lord and
intrigue to bring about the downfall of each and all. He would
raise the Persians, other .fl!=:'er and his Hindu friends to positions
of trust and importance and gather hosts of favourites round
him as a counterpoise against his enemies, who had formed
aristocratic connections and established hereditary influence and
prestige from several generations in the past-respected even by
the greatest of Kajas and Maharajas in the land. He even alien-
ated the sympathies of the Emperor and his household by assig-
ning for himself most fertile tracts of the country and by misap-
propriating revenues from the cro wn-lands (Kdefire) and starving
the imperial troops and servants. No wonder, then, that the
new Waair realised very soon that his position was one of bed
of thorns.

8-—Tt-tn Sncotvo Itvvastost or Antwan Sr-ran Aanatr, 1749
H caring that the Paniab was distracted by a civil-war and the

Delhi court was divided against itself, Ahmad Shah Abdali
 'p'| 1- r. arm-as sl'lI.lI1i,Iji?;T¢ s. use 1-tales, 7-3.



savnaa stun, waattt or -rns cur-ran 135

thought it to be a good opportunity to wipe off the disgrace of
his previous defeat. He, therefore, crossed the Indus at Attoch
-towards the end of 1749 and after successive marches reached
-near Lahore. The local governor, Moin-ul-mulk, who had not
yet been able to consolidate his position fully, proceeded north-
ward with as many troops as he could hastily collect. He cros-
sed the Ravi and entrenched himself three miles east of ‘lll?"aaira-
‘had. The parties were well-matched and hence neither the
Abdali nor Mir Mannu was prepared for a pitched battle. The
scouts of the rwo armies fought only light skirmishes with no
decisive results. The Afghans spread themselves in all direc-
tions and began the merciless task of plundering and homing
the villages in the neigh bourbood of Lahore. After months’
desultory but well-matched fighting the two antagonists, none
of whom was predominantly superior to the other in military
strength, came to terms. There was no immediate prospect of re-
inforcement from the imbecile court of Delhi and instead of doing
anything for the safety of the Empire’s North-Western frontier
the Waair was jubilant over the misfortune of this Turani rival’s
brother. Muin-ul-mullt, therefore, agreed to pay to the Shah an
annual sum of Rs. 14,000 as the surplus revenue of the four
districts of Sialltot, Aurangabad, Gujarat and Pastor assigned to
Nadir Shah by the late Emperor Muhammad Shah in 17.59 for
.rhe pay of the garrison at Kabul. After this settlement the
King of Afghans returned to his countr1Pl* and Th“ lmP=l-iii
nobles went on quarrel liog as hard as ever.

9-Frasr Eavnnrrrost scariest rue Jars c-F Bel-I-a~htGeF~Hl
Ducts-tans, 1749

Some time in December, 1749, Safdar jangl W119 hid 99“
"obtained a breathing time from court intrigues to think of state
-affairs, started against the jar colony of Ballamgarh which lies
about 24 miles south of Delhi. Here, I15"-'= 19511 ll! lfifldflfl Bllfim
{cities Ballu whose name is associated with the town} was openly
defying the authority of the Lord of Hindustan. Formerly an
obscure rent-collector (laelgager) of the tewn vi Falidablih 11¢
had risen to prominence on account of the support he ‘I'll

I., . .Abduliranm, real! t Id. U. 1. 35¢ ; Styar. III. B75 , hiaslctn, -ll.
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receiving from the head of his tribe, Suraimal of Bharatpur. He
acquired fame by defeating the troops of Mir Yahia Khan, a son.
of the late Zalrariya Khan, and driving them out of the Mir’!
Jagir in pergeae Faridabad. As this aggression remained unponi-
shed, he was encouraged to bring gradually the neighbouring
villages under his possession. To crown his achievements he
built a strong mud-fort in his native village and named it
Ballamgarh (after his own name}, and during the latter days of
Qamrud-din Khanis weak administration extended his sway over
the whole of the ybergener of Faridahacl and Palwal which he
began to rule as a Rail“ ‘(noble}. The new waair, who was given
Faridabad in jagir, called upon Balram and Suraimal to surrender
the district ; but they refused to do so. Hence Safdar Jang
matched out of Delhi to reduce the Jars to submission. Simul-
taneously with the wacir, Sadat Khan Zulfiqar _]ang the Mir
Balrhshi, who had left Delhi early, on November _26, I749, and
had spent the first ten days of Muharram, 9--‘l3 December,
1749, at Pataodi, 40 miles s. w. of the capital, prepared himself
to take the field against Suraimal on the northern frontier of
the Bharatpur territory. It seems that there was a secret under-
standing between the waeir and the Mir Balrhshi that they should
begin their campaigns against the jars from two different direc-
tions at the same time and catch Sorajmal between two fires.
Accordingly, Safdar jang captured Faridabad, put it in the charge
of his men and asked Surajmal to evacuate all the imperial terri-
tory in his possession. But Suraimal was not the man to be
cowed down into a peaceful surrender of the places demanded
by the waair. The parties, therefore, made preparations to
decide the quarrel by an open contest in the field. But fortune
favoured the brave ]at ; Safdar jang, who had received the reports-
of the defeat and death of Qaim Khan Bangash of Farrukhabad,
left the subiugation of the jars to a future date and returned to
Delhi to induce the Emperor to undertake an expedition against
the Bangash Pathans of Farrulthahad.f

-= r. Ahmad sane, ns.
1 r. same ssu-mash.



CHAPTER XIII

SAFDAR JANG AND THE BANGASH NAWAB5
OF FARRUKHABAD, 1749-:|:75n

I--E.aaLr HISTORY n1= THE Brnanastt Nawatts
Muhammad Khan Bangash, the fnunder nf the ruling hnuse

nf Farrukhabad, was a Pathan nf Karlai Kaghaai elan. The
term Bangash, nriginally meaning the mnuntainnus enuntry,
presumably nf snuth-eastern Afghanistan, hut, later nn, applied
tn the inhabitants nf that reginn, was the appellatinn nf his
aneestnrs.* His father, Malik Ain Khan, leaving his native
land, eame tn Hindustan during the reign nf Aurangaeh and
settled at Man Rashidahad, 2 miles nnrth nf the mndern tnwn
nf Qaim Ganj, where Muhammad Khan was bnrn in nr abnut
1665 A. D. At an early age Muhammad jnined the band nf
Pathan free-bnnters nf his neighbnuthnnd whn used tn hire
themselves tn the mutually quarrelling Raias nf‘Bunclell-;hand.
Snnn his enurage and ability htnught him tn the frnnt and
setting himself up as a leader nn his nwn aeenunt, he aequired
great reputatinn in the .iDI.'..'Hi.ilf]". But it was nnt till H12 that he
enuld have an nppnrtunity nfdisplaying his talents in the wider
arena nf Hindustan. In Nntrember nf that year, he inined Farm-
lthsiyar with 4,000 tn 5,UU'|.'] men and shnwed great zeal in his
cause in the battle nf Agra nn 10th januatjt, 1'?l3, fnr which he
was rewarded with a grant nf land in Bundellthand and in the
present district ef Farrukhabad. Here, he Feflflded the tewn!
nf Qaim Gan], Muhammadahad and Farrukhabad, naming the
latter after the name nf the Empetnr and making it his residenee-
As a reward fnr his defeetinn nf Sayjrid Ahdulla Khan and ten:
his seraiees in the battle nf Hasanpur, Muhammad Shail 5PP“:"mt"'
ed him gnvernnr nf Allahabad whieh ineluded the Whfiie I‘-‘-‘F
Bundelkhand eiteept the Inrihtlr nf 1<aIPi- an 25th D==='="'-'-"=‘-
17201‘. Twice, he penetrated intn the heart nf Chhataraatta dnmi-
ninn and eaptured the strnng fert Bf .i=1i"-'P"T in Dflembfit H23’
 

" wnlltflliah, "i54'~'ifii3-

‘I’ Kamwar, 331 bl
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But Baiiran came tn the Bundela chief‘s assistance, besieged the
Khan at jaitpur and fnreed him tn withdraw frnm Bundellthand
in the summer nf 17293“ Hence, he was deprived nf Allahabad
and appninted tn Malwa in September, H30. Here, tnn, he
spent his time in fighting desperately with the Marathas. but
with little success. At the end nf 173?, he was, therefnre,
remnved frnm Malwa which was cnnferred nn Sawai jai Singh
nf ]aipur.']* Tnwards the clnse nf 1735, he was, nnce again,
given Allahabad, but Sarbuland Khan, the previnus gnvernnr,
was restnred tn it in May, 1736. Since that year, he seems tn
have lived retired in his estate, cnming tn public nntice nnly
nnw and then against the Marathas nr nther rebels. He died
nn 17th December, IT43 :1: and his dnminien, which cnmprised
the whnle nf Fatrulthabad district, western half nf Kanpur,
almnst the whnle nf Mainpuri, mnre than half nf Etah, twn
parganas nf Badaun acrnss the Ganges, and a part nf Aligarh
and Etawah passed tn his eldest snn Qaim Khan..[.

2.--Der-tsasr awn DEATH n1= Qarst Kt-tats, 221~an
Nnvastaaa, 1'i"49

There had been a feeling nf rivalry, bnrtlering nn pnsitive
enmity, between Muhammad Khan Bangash and Saadat Khan
Burhan-ul-mullt. In 1728, the latter is said tn have encnuraged
Chhatrasal Bundela in his resistance against the Bangash chief
and, in the fnllnwing year, he had unsuccessfully plntted tn
seiae the petsnn nf Qaim Khan, when the latter had gene tn
Faiaabad tn request a lean nf a part nf the Awadh army tn relieve
his beleaguered father. 1'1‘ Safdar Jang inherited his father-in-
law’s pnlicy tnwards the Nawab nf Farrukhabad. He wnuld nnt
tnlerate the existence nf an equally able chief whnse estate lay
nn the western bnundary nf Awadh and whn was in clesc alliance
with the Nawab-wasir’s enemy, Ali Muhammad Khan Ruhcla.
Being nf the same race and religinn, Muhammad Khan Bangash

"‘ Fieiectinns frnm the Peehwa Daftar, Vnl. XIII.
1' Ibld ; I... M, II :49-aij,
1 ‘Walt-tiilah, i3:=.
-I-1. A. S. B. [ lE?H ) p. 346.
11' L. hl.11. ai? and aqe ;] A35. B. {1B?B}p. 3a.
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had mere than nnce saved the Rnhela frnm the wrath nf the
imperial cnurt. In ‘I745, Qaim Khan had given shelter in 11,:
Ruhela family and treasures and saved him frnm an inevitable
ruin by siding with Qamr-ud-din Khan, Safdar ]ang’s rival,
Fearing an alliance between the Bangash and the Ruhela chiefs...
a mnst natural thing in the wnrld— Safdar was awaiting an
nppnrtunity tn encnmpass the ruin nf bnth.

His nppnrtunity came after July, ‘U49 when he had nbtained"
a tempnrary respite frnm the Turani intrigues. He, then, per-
suaded Empernr Ahmad Shah tn appnint Qaim Khan tn the
gnvernment nf Ruhellthand and call upnn him tn tecnver it frnm
Sadulla Khan, snn nf All Muhammad Khan Ruhela, lately
deceased. The rnyal fer.-awe tngether with a flattering letter
written by the waair was sent tn Qaim Khan by the hand nf Sher
]ang.* Unable tn resist the temptatinn nf the weighty bait, the
Khan fell intn the trap sn cleverly laid by safdar jang. His
demand nf the surrender nf Ruhellthand having been left unheed-
ed by Sadulla Khan, Qaim Khan crnssed the Ganges with 50,000
trnnps and a gnnd part nf artillery, supplemented by cnntingents
nf friendly Rajas nf Sachen-tli, Ruru and Shivataipur and encamp-
ed a few miles snuth nf the village nf Dauri Rasulpur, 5 miles
snuth east nf Badaun where the Ruhelas had assembled 2_5,000
men. The battle began in the mnrning nf 22nd Nnvember,
1'i'49,'[' After a preliminary engagement, Qaim Khan charged
the enemy and was drawn intn an catensive ravine en bnth sides
ef which grew tall Ersyire (millet) crnps in which the Ruhelas had
cnncealed 3,000 nf their espetienced match-ln|:lr—men. There,
he was suddenly assailed by the Ruhelas whn fired their firelnclta
 '

" Abdulltatim, reth ;Siyar. HI 5:14.

Lucknnflt histnrian! like Imli P- "iiHi"'¢'1'""lI\l 4°“? Mfldint
IV. 10'Ih and nthers deny Safdar ]al'li'I iaaislrlaa "-I"-' Pill 'i""=T ll withnut
talting any nntice nf it.

1-It,,1n¢';,;13;;¢, ], 5,, 5, B, {ldih} p. 331:, falls shert by nne year.
First rate authetitiea, lite Delhi Chrentcle, 5a and febstr, ajib, have tath
3,1 Hm, 115; H.311: Siyar and T. M. Maatlan erteneeully glve1l5lH-
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ifrem the edge nf the ravine. The Khan perished with mnst nf
his chiefs, and his army fled away in great panic and disnrder.*

3.--Sasnaa jaten cnsrstscarss rrrs Basrnasn nnrrnarnia,
jatausar, 1750

The news nf Qaim Khan’s defeat and death which reached
Delhi within a few days nf its nccurrence was highly gratifying
tn the waair. He instigated the Errtpernr tn flflflfigcntg the
deeeaseci’s dnminine and prnperty in accnrdance with a well-
ltnnwn Mughal custnm that the snvereign was the heir tn the
land and persnnal effects nf all his nnhles, suggesting that the
imperial presence in the vicinity nf Farrul-thabacl wnuld nverawe
Qaim’s mnther intn a speedy surrender nf his belnngings.
Ahmad Shah apprnved nf the scheme and gave Safdar ]ang leave
tn start fnr Farrulthabad nn 2nd December, 1749, himself leaving
Delhi nn the 9th tn inin the waair and party.1' When they reach-
ed Aligarh, Safdar _]ang left the Empernr there and himself, with
40,000 Mughals, advanced tn Thana Daryan-ganj, 35 miles nnrth-
west nf Farrukhabad. Almnst simultanenusly with him Raja
Nawal Rai, in nbedience tn his master's summnns, arrived at the
head nf a big army within three miles nf Khudagani, 15 miles
5. E. nf Farrulthabad, nn 2!-lth Decemher.:|: The waair's strategy
evidently was tn intercept the Pathans between the twn fntces
frnm izhe nnrth and the snuth, shnuld they manifest signs nf
resistance. But he was clever ennugh tn try art first. In reply
tn the pctitinn nf Qaim Khan’s mnther requesting him tn cnnfirm
Imam Khan, her snn, in his hereditary estate, Safdar jang wrnte
that he had already nbtained the Empernr’s permissinn fnr it,
hut, as usual, nn such nccasinns, she, as well as Imam Khan,
must appear in petsnn in his camp and nifer custnmary presents
, 

=" Ciulisran a9-in ; Eiyat III. Bi'4;Tabsit' ageb ;Hadiq tel; Imacl

4+-45 ;T. Ahmad Shahi, 21b-23. rt.
1-Delhi Cihrntncle, 53; T. Ahmad Shahi, 2-in Abdulkarim says that

nne teasnn why Safdar marched against Bibi Sal-ribs, mnther nf Qsirn
Khan, was that she had invited the It-‘lsrathas against the Ruhelas. Safdar,
therefnre, feared that, if successful, the hlarathar wnuld create tteublein
Awadh. tee, [ Eee Slrhar MS. P. 149 l-

1 ].i'l-5 B.[IB'i'9lPw$"- i
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{psrhhe re) tn the Empetnr. He cunning ly added that Qaim Khan
had been like a brnrher tn him and hence he wnuld dn hi; bat
tn avenge his death .* Deceived by these flattering wnrds, Bibi
Sahiba (Qaim’s mnther) recalled the trnnps she had pnsted et
Khedsgani tn bar Nawal Rai’s passage, and repaired under a
strnng escnrt nf 30,000 Pathans tn the waair’s camp at Dntyee.
gani nn 3rd January, 1750.? Nawal Rai alsn arrived a few days
later. After snme days’ negntiarinns, it was settled that nn pay-
ment nf si:-try la]-thsi nf Rs. the Bangash estate wnuld he cnnfirnt.
ed by grant tn Imam Khan. Bibi Sahiba was then sent back tn
Farrulthabad tn malte arrangements fnr theipaymcnt nf the pen-
mised sum, and the Empernr nnw left Aligarh nn liith January
and returned tn Delhi nn the 26-th.** But the cash and gnnd;
fnund at Farrulthabad were estimated at fntty five lal-:hs nnly.
Hence Bibi Sahiba was again invited and detained in the wsair’s
-camp as hnstage till the balance were paid up. Snme nf Muham-
mad Khan"s snns and slaves {titties} were alsn kept under
surveillance.

Free frnm the anaiety nf a Pathan revnlt, Safdar Jang nnw
marched nn Farrukhabad and encamped at Yaqutganj, 5 miles
snuth-west nf it. Nawal Hal separated frnm his master and
passing thrnugh Shamsabad and Fartultbabad reached Yaqutganj
the nest day, Several days passed away, but Imam Khan was
nnt invested with the grant nf his paternal estate. In flagrant
vinlatinn nf his wnrd, the waair cenflscated the Bangash
dnmininn eacept twelve villages including the tewn nf Fatrulcha-
bad which had been granted tn Muhammad Khan Bangash in
perpetuity iflirssrgee) by the late Empernr Farrukhsiyat.1'i‘ He
 

"' lmad. 45.
1' Delhi Ch rnnicle, 54
1 ;\b,1u]itetim_ 151 , he; fifty laiths, while nther authnrlties have

li:tty,ltvine I, A. S. B. (lBl"'i'i}, p, 53, says that nn Bibi Hljianh (anether
widgw qf Muhemmed Ki-inn} ilflfhililrsg tn fifty laiths, Eafdar salted fer a
];,]a,-,1, paper with net seal aiiliaecl tn it This was dune and the wsrir wrnte
mm, 1,,kh_., infield Di fifty-_ I have net fnund this verslen in any nen-Pathan

ntern rs wnrlct
in '"' Iilaelbtiichtnnicle, 54 and 55 tT. Ahmad bhahi 14b.

H, Sign HI E75: Eekcllfln‘ fmm the Peshws Daftar, Vnl II, Letter
Ni Ha ;T* Ahmad ghlhi ,4], , M. U, I11 '1'? a. Irvine ls silent en the pnlnt,
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posted his own men as revenue and pnlice ofiicers in the annea-
ed country and remained at Yaqutganj for a sufficiently longi
time tn help them in the consolidation of their charge. He
then left his new acquisition in charge of Nawal Rai who was-
also his deputy in Awadh and Allahabad, and returned tn Delhi,
with the five reefer of the Bangash family, reaching there on Bthi
June, 1'i'50.*

4.-—S:ecorvn E:-ts-snirtota sesnvsr rnn ]s':rs or Bsttssosan,
just U50

Within two months of his return from Farmkhabad Safdar
Jang was forced tn undertake a second expedition against the
jars of Ballabgarh whose subjugation he had left incomplete in
January, 1749. On the 28th ]uly, 1750, some of Balram’s men
attacked the warir"s outpost at Shamspur, some miles south of
Delhi, plundered and destroyed it. On receipt ofthe news of
this outrage, Safdar Jang sent an army tn punish the wrong
doers. But instead of delivering the men concerned Balram
made ready for a contest. On the 30th Iuly, in the midst of
rains, the waair, therefore, started from Delhi and arriving at
Shamspur spent the night near the tease. I-lere, he received
Nawal Rai"s letter reporting a formidable Pathan rising at Man
and Farrulshabad, Realising the gravity of the danger, Safdar
Jang decided tn make peace with the Jars and wrote tn Nawal
Rai not to precipitate action, hut wait till his arrival with re-
inforcements. Nest morning, he advanced tn Khirrabad, T miles-
south of the capital, and opened negotiations with Balram
through the mediatinn of the Iiilaratba waltil in his camp.
Balram was conducted by the wakil, both his hands tied together
with a hand-lterchief, and was pardonedf by the waair who thus
"gave an implicit sanction tn his illegal acquisition." The same
day, the waair despatched a part of his army under Naseer-ud-

"' Delhi Chronicle, 51: Abdul Karim, air ; Tabsit. aslib ; T. Ahmad
Shahi, ailb.

The five chclaa were :-
Sharnshet Khan, jafar Khan, lvluqim Khan, Ismail Khan and Sardar

Khan.
1‘ Delhi Chronicle, 57 t T. Ahmad Shahi, 13.: and b.
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dill Haidvfi his cnusin and the contingents of Muhammad Ali
Khan and some other commanders to reinforce Nawal Rai and
himself returned to Delhi to seek the Emperor’s permission to
go to Farrukhabad,.* Meanwhile in response to the waair’s
invitation Surajmal, who had been backing up his clansmen of
Ballabgarh, arrived nmr Delhi. Safdar ]ang met him near the
tank of Kishan Das, not far from Khirrahad, and both entered
into a friendly alliance. Surajmal then returned to his country
and the waeit went back to Delhi. 1"

5.—Tna Part-riua Rtsnte at Mae st-in F.-taaustrsssn,
jutr, 1750

To understand how the Pathan rising occurred it is neces-
sary for us to have an idea of the fast-moving events in the
Bangash territory since the waair’s return to Delhi. Duly a few
days after Safdar ]ang had left Yaqutganj, Nawal Rai put
Muhammad Khan Bangashls five sons named Imam Khan,
Husain Khan, Fakhr-ud-din Khan, Ismail Khan and Karimdad
Khan in chains and sent them prisoners to the fort of Allahabad.i
He, then, made the historic town of Kanauj his head-quarters, it
being almost midway between Awadh, Allahabad and the
Bangash estate, all in his charge. Believing that the Pathaos had
quietly submitted to his rule, he gave leave to most of his tronps
in the beginning of the rainy seasnn (]uly} so that out of 40,000
troops that composed his army only seven to eight thousand'H'
were left with him. Bibi Sahiba was still kept under surveillance.
One night, Sahib Rai Kayasth, a faithful servant of the Bangash
house, who had managed tn be admitted into Nawal Rai’s service,
cleverly nbtained his old mistress’s release when the Raia was
under the eifect of wine. Immediately seating her in a cart
drawn by sturdy fleet bollocks, he sent her to Man. Neat morn-
ing, hlawal Rai regretted his folly and told off some swift horse

"' 5lyar_ Ill. Eli

1' Selections from Peshwa Daftsr- Vol. II. Letter No. I5.

tr. s. s. s. (1B?9l P. 55; ‘Weill-ullah, ass. , Abdulltatitn, tn,
Tabsir,154b.

115.1.=e.,... rte“. the 1=..t... Dlftar, Vol. 11, Letter No, in
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in pursuit of the fugitive. But it was too late ; she had reached
Man in the morning.*

At the town of Man, then, as now, predominantly populated
by Pathans, the much aiilicred Bibi Sahiba uncovered her head,
related to the chief men of her race the story of her suiferings
and humiliation, and re bultcd them for their cowardly inactivity.
Estceediugly ashamed, these men placed the veil baclt over her
head, and vowed vengeance on Nawal Rai.1- One of the most
turbulent and freedom-loving peoples in the world, the Pathans
had already begun to grow restless at the Raja's attempt to rule
with a strong hand. 2|: Some of them secretly rode to Farrukha-
bad where Ahmad Khan Bangash, one of the numerous sons of

""Abtluikarim, I_5'5;G|.1llIlIiIIl, 35¢. 5ivsr III. BT5-iii slso agrees. Gulisran
qrgqngliy thinks that biawal Rat was at Lucknow.

1' Abdulltarirn, 253- Irvine is silent about this. His account is based
mainly on Pathan sources whose authors did not like to record anything
that appeared re them to be insulting to themselves or to their chiefs.

1 Slyan III. BT15 tlmad 40-
Irnad gives =~ story of the rapaeity and high-haridcdness of Nawnl

Rai's subofdinstes which has been readily accreted by Irvine, It
tuna as follows:--A Hindu soldier in Nawsl Rsi‘s service purchased
some eottnn thread from an ftfridi woman at Man, who lived by
spinning from a charltha. Cine month after, he brou gl-st the thread
and demanded his money back. The woman rernonstrated, where-
upnn the man called her names. She also retortcd and the soldier
grew angry and gave a few shoe-blows upon her head. The won-tan
went to Ahmad Khan Bangash and retaoached him thus:-“Ir had
been better, if God had given thy fathers daughter than such a
son as thou. Cursed be thy turban that thou causcsr an Afridi
wnrnan to be thus nested by a police footman no better thana
Hindu. . .."Abrnad Khan spent two days without food and kept
on weeping for two nights. He went to Rustam Khan and with his
advice decided to attack Navval Rai. {See Imad p. 45].

I dtsbelieve the story on the following grounds =-
.i'i-. According to Irnad the scene of the story was lvlau while

Ahmad Khan lived at Farrukhabad [See Tr Ahmad Ehahi,aoa)
and came to Man after war had been decided upon.

B. Asimilar rebuke was administered by Bibi eiahiba to Pathan
leaders at lviau. {Abdullcarim, s53}..-

C. The story is not given io any non-Pathan worlt befnre itnad
which is not a contemporary work.
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Muhammad Khan, was living in neglect and poverty, and
“brought hirn to Man, and here he was formally installed as leader
lby Bibi Sshiba in July, 1750.

The Pathans were now ready to strike a swift and vigorous
rhlow at Nawal Rai at the earliest opportunity. But their one
-difliculty was want of funds. This was partly obviated by the
-offer of a few thousands of rupees by Rnstam Khan Afridi, a
Pathan chief of note at Man, on the condition of the ccssion to
him of half of the Bangash territory after it had been recovered
from the enemy. Some thousands were borrowed from a rich
Kurmi of Chiloli near Qaimganj* and 70,000 of Rupees and
1,000 gold coins were plundered from the house of a rich mer-

~chant in a small town, 32 miles from Man. Some ofthis money
was distributed an-song the Pathan chieftains, and 6,000 men
assembled within a day or so. flhmad Khan was now invested
with the robes of Nawab by his step-mother, Bibi Sahiba. He
appointed Rustarn Khan Afridi his Balchshi and sent his troops
in all directions to drive out Safdar ]ang’s police and revenue
-oflicers. This work was done in the characteristic Pathan
fashion. Sorne of the wasir"s kotwals were slain, while others
were seated on asses, paraded through the streets of their towns,
and turned out with great indignitv.'|' Within eight days,
Ahmad Khan’s arm? swelled to 12,000 horse and 12,000 foot,
and he now began his 'rnarch towards Far rukhab-ad. 11

6--B.crrr.s or KHUDAGAH] ; nnssar snn nnsrn or
N.sw.st. Rat, 13TH AUGUST, 1'?'50

On the first news of the Pathan rising, Nawal Rai wrote to
-the wasir informing him of the state of afl'airs and urged Baqa-
ullah Khan, his chief assistant in the Allahabad province, to
corne immediately to his aid. He, then, started towards Farra-
lthabad, crossed the Kalinadi and encamped at its bank near
Khudaganj, 16 miles south-east of Farrnkhabad. I-Iere he recei-
ved definite orders from the waair to wait till his arrival with

" ]. 15- 5. 13- {I379} t1‘-'- 59-
1' lmad. 40-‘W,
I Ibid.
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reinforcements. Accordingly, the Raia entrenched himself where
he was, enclosing his camp with a ditch along which he ranged
his guns, secured together by iron chains.* His troops num-
bered B,00U, all rold.1'

Meanwhile, Ahmad Khan Bangash arrived with his 24,000
troops and encamped south of the village of Raiepur, 4 miles
N. W. of Khudaganj, at a spot from where Nawal Rai’s camp
was a little over two miles away. The opposing forces lay
facing each other for about a week. $ The Raja had issued strict
orders to his troops not to mount for battle, but remain vigilant
in their places. In order to lull his suspicion and keep him off
his guard, Ahmad Khan made overtures for peace, asking only
for the release of his hrothers.']"}‘ The Bangash chief now learnt
from Raia _laswant Singh of Mainputi that the re-inforcements
sent out by the wazir had arrived at Sakit, 20 miles north-west
of Ivlainpnri, and so he decided to attaclc the Raia nest morning.
To study the enemy’s position, a clever spy, named Gul ivlian,
was sent, disguised in a beggar‘s attire, to Nawal Rai's entrench-
rncnt. This man reported that the only vulnerable point in the
Raja's entrenchment was a portion of his rear which rested on
the bank of the Kalinadi and had been left unprotected by guns.
On this the Pathans decided to make a surprise attack before it
was morning.

During the night of 12th August, 1750, Ahmad Khan Ban-
gash mounted his paifz:'{ he was lame }, left his camp with his
troops and, avoiding Nawal Rai’s front by making a wide detour
round the west of the enemy's entrenchment, got to his rear on
the Kalinadi one hour and a half before dawn. The Pathans
immediately gave reins to their horses and made an assault on
the position held by Barah Sayyids. The Sayyids, who were
vigilant, fought bravely and drove their assailants back. But,
by threatening to kill himself, hhmad Khan succeeded in ral-
lyin his men and leading them on to a second attack. TheE

i "‘ Siyar. Ill, E75.
1' Imad p. 47. The Pathan sources give a higher number.

' I Tahsir a565-
11' Slvar. III- B75 ; Wallt-ulIah,ti6u.
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Pathans dismounted from their horses, tied the skirts of their
long coats round their waists and fell fiercely on the Sayyids,
This time, they defeated the enemy some of whom were slain
and the rest fled in disorder, leaving the way open for the Pa-
thans. Ahmad Khan and his men now penetrated into the en-
trenchment. It being the Ilth of the bright half of the Hindu
month of .l'.£-raises, the last quarter of the night was very dark
and confusion was aggravated by rain. Nothing could be seen
and to the good fortune of Ahmad I‘-Ihan the Rajais guns were
fired at random without doing any etsecution. By the time the
sun rose on the horizon on the fatal 13th of l"lngust,* 1750,
the Pathans had reached close to the Raia‘s own tent. The main
body of his troops being distributed to the batteries, the number
of men posted round his tent was extremely small. The Raja
was informed of the near approach of the Pathans. But, as usual
with him, he would not stir our without saying his morning
prayers. A second messenger appeared and reported that all
was going to be lost, Now Nawal Rai armed himself, mounted
his elephant? and with three to four hundred men and sir or
seven officers got ready to proceed against Ahmad Khan. Mean-
while, Rustam Khan nfridi and Muhammad Khan Afridi with
5,000 troops appeared at a small distance and passed by the
Ra]a"s retinue without knowing who he was. Seeing this, a
Pathan in Nawal Rai's escort, choosing to be traitor to his salt,
invited them in sweet Pushtu tunes played on his aigsqa (flute)
to where the Raja was standing. The hint was taken. Rusram
Khan and his men turned back and attacked Nawal’s retinue.
The Afridi muslteteers shot many of the enemy dead and most
of the rest turned their hacks and fled. But the Raja, with the
words of abuse on his lips, went on shooting arrows at the
Pathans. One of these hit Muhammad Khan Afridi in the chest

"‘ Sardesai, Selections from Peshwa Daftar, ‘Vol II II p. .14, gives
gjrh july rl'49. Irvine, ]. A, S. B. ( 13??) p. I53, gives sod 1"‘!-1-lgust W50
( old style fuwhlch according to the N. 5.would be rath August. The actual
date was Friday, rrrh Ramsan I153 Ht l5== Tlblif 1515 )+ Dih“ hinnflfl
have Friday ioth Ramsan. Friday lltb II it wsl not 19$ l Rim!“ kn
on 3rd Augu|r[ 03.5. } and on r3th[ 14.5. )-

1~].ase. ( IBT9]pp.0I-fi3i1"1Ild.90iI and b-
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without doing much iniury. Another pierced the neck of a
Pathan soldier near Muhammad Khan and killed him instantly.
In this way, a few of the Pathans fell victims to the Raja’s deadly
arrows. At this time, Mir Muhammad Saleh, a faithful Sayyid-
of Barah in Nawal Rai’s service, advanced to his support i 5'-1'1
he was immediately shot dead by a slave of Muhammad Khan-
Afridi's father. Nawal Rai was now completely surrounded by
his assailants. In the thick of fight he was struck hy a bullet
and fell lifeless on the ii-uaefttai of his elephant, His leaderless
army fled in etttreme panic and disorder, The Pathans pursued.
the fugitives and put many to the sword.* The rest succeeded
in crossing the Kalinadi, and not before it had taken the toll of
numerous lives. The Raiais elephant-driver swam the animal-
with his master’s dead body on it and fled to Kanauj. The whole
of Nawal Rai's camp with its rich treasure, baggage and artillery
fell into the hands of the victors."[' The total loss of lives on the
Raia"s side was 500 ti and, besides himself, the men of note that
perished in the fight were Mir Muhammad Saleh and Ara-ullah
Khan, son-in-law of Haji Ahmad, the elder brother of Alivardi.
Khan of Bangal.

The very nest day of this unexpected victory Ahmad Khan's
army swelled to 00,000, a part of which he detached under
Bhure Khan, one of his father’s slaves, to wrest Kanauj from the
hands of Nawal R.ai's men. He then returned to Farrul-tbabad
and the whole of his paternal state reverted to him without
delay. On the day of the battle, Baqa-ullah Khan of Allahabad
had reached within eight miles of the field to reinforce the Raja
when he learnt the woeful news from the fugitives who were.
swarming from Khudaganj_ Accordingly he hurried back to
Kanani, and sent the Raja"s family and dependants under a safe
escort to Lucknow, while he himself retreated to Kora ]ahana-

'4

bad. Bhure Khan, therefore, found Kanani denuded of troops-
and captured it without the least resistance. He acquired
immense riches, furniture and materials of war. 1'1‘

"lmad. 4?-43; Tsblit- sjtih. T. Ahmad Ehshi, sfi a and it, glen |,
brief and at places, wrong account.

1' Siyar. III. STE ; Tabsir. Ibid.
:|: Selections from the Peshwa Daftar, ‘Vol. II. Letter No. rtls
1'|' J. 15.5. B.{ 10?? J 119- 65-as



CHAPTER XIV’
FIRST PATHAN WAR AND AFTER, 17§o-I751

1.-~Tr-re waara Msacnes To Banrrsar
Ezractly ten days before the disaster of Khudaganj the

Emperor was prevailed upon to grant Safdar Jang permission to
proceed to the aid of the hard pressed Nawal Rai. The audience
of leave—taking was held on 3rd August, 1750, when Ahmad
Shah bestowed on the waair a dagger, a sword, a shield and a
wreath of flowers, and appointed jalal-ud-din Haidcr deputy
waair to officiate for his father during the latter’s absence from
Delhi.* Ishaq Khan Najmud-daulah, Mir Baqa a son of the late
Qamrud-din Khan, Sher jang and some other nobles were
directed to march with the waeir. Safdar jang left Delhi with
30,000 troops and a good park of artillery and had traversed
only 40 miles1' when he received the overwhelming news of
Nawal Rai"s defeat and death. In a fit of rage mised with feel-
ings of revenge be issued orders to the commandant of the
Allahabad fort and to his son at Delhi to put the five slaves and
five sons of Muhammad Khan Bangash to death.:|I Bur, in his
cool moments, he realised that it was not easy to humble the
victorious enemy’s hosts by his 30,000 dispirited troops.
Accordingly, he decided to collect a big force before a trial of
strength with the Pathans, and wrote to the Maratha chiefs,
Sindhia and I-loll-tar, Raja Suraimal jar and some other friends
to come speedily to his assistance. Surajmal with his Jars join-
ecl him at Aligarh,‘["[' after which the waeir marched to the town
of Marhara, 7 miles south-west of Kasganj in the Etah district.
Here, he remained encamped for over a month to enable hi-I
friends to effect iunetion with his troops. Ismail Beg Khan,
Naseer-ud-din Haidcr, Raia Debi Dutta and Muhammad All
Khan who had been despatched ahead to re-inforce Nawal Rai

" Delhi. Chronicle, 5?.
1'5electlon| from Peshwa Daftar, Vol- I1 Letter Ho. 14- ll isifll‘

III. BT15.
11, gr. s,n.t 1s?s1aa-68-es; lmad. 45;1-ladiq, -73.
11 Enjan Charis, st-st. ‘
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but had not been able to advance beyond Mainpuri before the
disaster of Khudaganj, rejoined Safdar lang at this place. Maha-
raja Ishwari Singhof _]aipur sent 5,000 troops under his Bakhshi
Hemraj* and Raja Himmat Singh of Bhadawar, Rao Bahadur
Singh of Ghasre,"[- Kamgar Khan Baluch and some others, escept
the Marathas who were in the Deccan, arrived with their confin-
gents. The waair now resumed his iourney, forded the Kalinadi
and encamped a few miles south-east of the village of Badhari,i
situated 5 miles east of Kasganj.

2.—T1-re lttvar. Foacns notes THE FIELD
The total strength of Safdar _]ang’s army including 15,000

troops of Surajmal is put by Sudan, the author of .i's_r;'ae Clrarir,
at 95,000 horse, innumerable foot, 300 elephants and 1,000
guns--L Murtaea Husain Khan makes it to be one lakh and
thirty thousand strong,‘*“* while Ghulam Ali further eszaggerates
it to the incredible figure of two lakhs and a half."[-1' Shakir
Khan, who was at Delhi, estimated it at 60,000 horse and
rnusketeers,:l::|: while Ghulam Husain Khan whose father was pre-
sent in the field gives Safdar ]ang's fighting strength as 70,000
hflI$=.-|..]. The last number is nearest theitruth.

But this huge force was composed of discordant units among
whom there was no other bond of union ercept the person of
the waair. It lacked cohesion and discipline and hence it was
no better than an armed mob. An incident that took place at
Marhara revealed its inherent weakness as an instrument of war.
On the 20th August, a camel driver of a Mughal trooper cut a
tr!-"B in front of the house of one Inayat Khan, a resident of
Marhara and a soldier in the waair’s army. Inayat Khan punish-
ed the offendet. This provoked the Mughals who plundered

"‘ Selections from Peshwa Daftar, "Vol, II Letter No, a3.
‘l'51.Ijm:r Charir Tr ;Seleerlons,etc-,"v'ol. II. L. No. 23.
If Delhi Chronicle, 33; Hari Charon, an-an
.1. Sujan Gharir. pip. 60 and yr.
""" Hadiq, 174.
‘H’ Imacl, 40-
1:1 Ehaldr, 64.
4-|.5iyar,IIl. Ell.
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iii‘: ‘Owns killed lnayat Khan and his snn and carried many niefls
wnmen and children nf Marhara intn captivity. hr the waair's
nrders, his brnrher-in-law Naseer-ud-din Haider had tn wnrh the
whnle night in restnring nrder befnre the prisnners cnuld he set
at liberty and their prnperty restnred tn them.*

By this time, Ahmad Khan Bangash had arrived with 20,000
Pathans and encamped snuth nf the Gangs and 10 miles east nF
the waeir’s entrenehment. It seems that his raw levies had
melted away nn the news nf the waair’s arrival in petsnn, and
that the Pathans nf Shahiahanpur, Tilhar, Bareilly and Jaunpur
had made pnnr respnnse tn his appeal fnr aid. But Sadulla
Khan Ruhela, snn nf Ali Muhammad Khan nf Ruhellthand, fnr-
getting Qaim Kharfs invasinn nf his enuntry, despatched 10,000
hrave trnnps under Parmul Khan and Daur Khan in the niek ni
timerf Crnssing the Gangs they inined Ahmed Khan and
swelled his tiny fnrce tn 30,000.

3.—Ba"r"rLn nts Rest Cttarautvt atvn nE:1-'1s.=.‘t" nF TIIF.
Waste, 231=tn SETEMIIER, 1750

In the night previnus tn the battle the waeir ealled a enu neil
nf war and sutnmnned Hidayat Ali Khan, father nf the histnrian
Ghulam Husain Khan, whn had snme experience nf warfare
with Pathans, tn give his npininn as tn the prnper methnd tn he
fnllnwed in the impending battle. The Khan said, “They
(Pathans) usually enneeal themselves in ambush and when they
find the nther side nfl‘ its guard, they appear suddenly frnm snme
direetinn and attack it simnltanenusly with great nnise. If, at
this eritieal time, suiifieient perseverenee is shnwn, the Pathans

* Siyar III. BTT. lvlustafa, the translntnt nf the Sister, etrnnenusly reads
Marhara as"Barr" (Eng. Tr. Vnl. III. I93}-Th“ hid Emi" I51-IPTF-L Ciivnaw
t-.110) and Elphinltnne (H. at India, fith ed-. p.?3fiJ ta rams-tI= this
Safdar Jang plundered the tewn nf "Harsh."

1' Slljlll Chatit, T3 tfiiuliatnn 3? ;T. Ahmad Shahi. :51’ i Slkciinm
frnm the Peahwe Defeat, Vnl II. Letter ne- 10- As fnr the number, Euli"
Charit has ttteue, while the Marathi letter has 15,nen. It vine errnnenurltr
believed that the Ruhelu did nnt jnin Ahmad Khan this time. He thinks
that they jeined the Hflnlllh fer the first time in the Ieeencl war with
fiafder Iang. 5-ee ]. A. 5. B.(13?9‘}p. 91. This le undoubtedly hated nn lured‘!
wrnng 'iI'\:I.'IIDIh
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eanuut stand any lnnger and are defeated. Sn Y;-nut Excellency
shnuld pest three nr fnur thnusand trusted Mughal infantry,_
armed with muslrets and jaaails, in frnnt nf ynur nwn elephant"
an that, in ease nf an emergency, they may lay the enemy under"
the fire nf their guns.“ Hidayat Ali Khan had nnt yet finished,
befnre Ismail Beg Khan, the waair's chief cnmmander, interrupt-
ing said that next day he wnuld bring Ahmad and his dependents
prisnners by nne cnrner nf his hnw. Hidayat Ali was silenced.
and his saner advice was left unheeded, *

The fatal 23rd nf September, l'?'50 dawned. After his usual
mnrning prayers the waair mnunted his elephant and marshalled
his huge hnsts in battle array, pnsting Surajmal with his Jars nu
his right, and Ismail Beg Khan and Raja Hirntnat Singh Bhad-
wariya with their trnnps nn his left, while he himself, surrnund-
ed by the bulk nf his rnen, stnnd in the centre with Naseerud-
din Haider and Ishaq Khan Naiumud-daula by his side and 5,000
picked Qieilhash trnnps in his immediate frnnt. The advance
guard was enmpnsed nf Kamgar Khan Baluch, Mir Baqa, 5lJ=I
jang, Bahadur Khan and Ramean Khan and their centingents.
The artillery—ahnut 1,000 guns nf all calihres-—-was drawn up
in nne lnng rnw alnng the entire frnnt under the shelter nf which
the army set in mntinn and reached the eatensrve plain nf
Ram Chatauni,'[‘ abnut ti miles west nf the tnwn nf Patiali, at 5‘
n'elnclt in the mnrning.

On his side, Ahmad Khan Bangash divided his trnnps intn twn
main bndies -nne cnnsisting nf 10,000 Pathans, chiefly Afridifls
under Rustam Khan Afridi, he sent against the enemy, while the
nther, under his persnnal enmmand, be placed in ambush behind
a iungle that grew in nne cnrner nf the field. As the Pathans
were seen mnving at a distance, Safdar _]ang’s men tnnle up the
nfiensive, and the actinn began with artillery fire and the dis-
charge nf rncltets frnm bnth sides. when the guns had slacltened

" Siyar III B713
1' Sujan Charlt, F9‘-Ba tfliifif. III. 373 t Efllflfllflfll fl-‘Um Pllhwl DIE?!’-'1

Vel.II. Letternn... 2e. Rarn Chateuni, a Hindu shrine and place ef lncal
pilgrimage, it quite near Dandwar Gang Railway Etatzlnn and the trlllige nf
‘Mlohanpur. Sheet nu. 54. I.,
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their fire, the waair’s tight and left wings under Surajmal and
Ismail Beg Khan respectivly advanced against Rustam Khan.
The Jats under Balram, whn were in the frnnt line, nccupied an
iminence, the site nf a deserted village that stnnd between them
and the enemy, planted their guns nn its tnp and pressed the
Pathans hard by their murdetnus fire- Fnllnwed by sia: tn seven
thnusand trnnps, Rustam Khan new hurried tn his men’s sup-
pntt. He carried the height, captured the guns nf the Jars, and
began a hand-tn-band encnunter with the enemy. Thnugh hepa-
lessly nut-numbered, the jars, fnr snrnctirne, maintained their
grnund firmly. But they lest heavily, and snme nf their gallant
nflicers like Chain Singh, Sahib Ram and Tilnk Singh Tnmar
were slain, fighting bravely tn the end. Seeing this, Surajmal
detached his maternal uncle, Sulth Ram, tn reinfnrce Balram. ,,,
Surajmal, Ismail Beg Khan and Himmat Singh alsn advanced in
a semi-circle and tnelr the Pathans by a discharge nf their artnws
and musltets. Rustam Khan nnw jumped nut nf bispaiki and
surrnunded by his brave clansmen, all nn fnnt, fnught mnst
gallantly. But heavy were the ndds that he had tn face. He
was struck by a bullet and killed as alsn his shr tn seven thnu-
sand men, but nnt befnre they had slain three tn fnur thnusand
jats. The rest nf the Khan's men fled in extreme panic in the
direetinn nf Aliganj, and were pursued by the victnrs whn were
thus drawn mnre than fnur miles away frnm the waairis centre.1'

Meanwhile, wnrd was htnught tn Ahmad Khan Bangash
that Rustarn Khan Afridi had been defeated and slain and that
the Jars were in hnt pursuit nf the remnant nf his army.
Withnut being disturbed, the Khan summened his tribesmen and
tnld them that Rustam Khan had defeated the jats and mlten
Suraimal, Ismail Beg and Himmat Singh prisnners, and that if
they {Bangashes) alsn made a like attempt tn defeat the waair,
there wnuld he nn nccasien fer the Afridis tn taunt them. All
agreed. Ahmad Khan first sent 10,000 Ruhelas under Parmul
Khan ahead. They made a rush at the waeir‘s advance-guard.
' 

I Sui!" Chifit, 53-dd and Ell-5‘? ; Eiyar. IlI- 5:-‘B ; Guliltan. 35;!-iadtq
Iii tfieleetiens frnm Peahwa Daftar. ‘Vel. II. Letter ne. Ia.

'l' Hllilhlllfl, ‘lei a t$electiens frnm Peshwa Daftar, ‘Vnl. Lpt 35.
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“withnut nffering the least resistance Kamgar Khan Baluch, Mir
Baqa, Ramaan Khan and Bahadur Singh, whn were in treache-
rnus cnllusien with the enemy, turned and fled, Sher jang fe1lew-
ed suit. Safdar jang nnw ntdercd Muhammad Ali Khan and
Nurul Hasan Khan Bilgrami tn advnce tn the aid nf the remnant
nf his van. Cutting their way with great diliicnlty thrnugh the
-crnwds nfrncn and elephants Nurul Hasan, his brnthers and
Abdun-nabi Khan, a chefs nf Muhammad All Khan with 300
trnnps succeeded in reaching the frnnt. But the panic nf the
Mughals was sn great that Nurul I-lasanis eifnrts at rallying them
prnved fruitless. Sn the Khan and his fnllnwers turned tn the
left sn as tn rejnin the waair’s centre frnm that side. But they
were suddenly attacked by 300 ltuhelas, whn were detatehcd frnm
this main bndy, in their rear. itlurul Hasan encnuntered the
enemy and nverthrew their ranks. But the Rubelas quickly
recnvcred themselves and cut their way tn Muhammad Ali Khan’s
divisnn where in a severe fight the latter- was wnunded by a
bullet, Nurul Hasan Khan’s elephant was incapacitated nwing tn
seyeral swnrd cuts, and Mir Ghulam Nabi and Mir helm-ud-din,
bnth Sayyids nf liilgram, lnst their lives. *

While things were gning en thus en the left hand side nf the
waair’s centre, the main fnrce nf the Ruhelas was fast appren-
ching his frnnt. its the enemy drew near, the fiyc thnusand
Mughals, whn were pnsted in the waeir’s immediate frnnt, dis-
charged their guns leaded with spiltes instead nf balls.1' These
prnduced a great deal nf nnise and smnkc, but did nn esecntinn.
When the smnkc had subsided, Ahmad Khan Bangash suddenly
appeared frnm behind a grnve nf Peilarli trees after 2 p. m. and
led his men nn tn the attack. The Pathan archers and muslteteefs
threw the Mu bal lrs intn cnnfusinn and put them tn flight.g tan

' * Elyse III, RTE ; lmad 49 ; I-laricharan, 4e5 +1 ; H133-5| 174 i T- 33- 1533'?
5-elecrlens frnm Peshwa Daftar, Vnl II. Letter 130- I3 $5-Ill"-‘I Chifih 3'3"33'-
Letter Ne. 23 nf the Selectlens, em, is based en hearsay. Ir was natural fut
Mir Baqa, a brnrher nf Intiramuddaulah tn have bad an understandifli with
the Pathans. But letter He. Zn nf the Eelectinns etc, ll?“ ‘hit 3l'l=T lflnii 333':
Wu in ,:gmp“.,,q,__ Ahmad 11¢]-,"-, had alsn unsuccessfully tried re win nyer

5:1: ajmal [tee Sujan Cl-ratit, pn. F6-?B).
1' Selectiena etc, p.35 ; I-ladiq- 174 ;l- 0- 3-B- (1379) II'-'- 74*
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Ullfiwid bv a hand of devoted followers Naseeruddin Haidcr
.hen holdlv stepped forward and charged Ahmad Khan’s front
rank vigorouslv. Having slain seven Pathans with his own.
sword, he met Mustafa Khan Matania in a personal combat. Both
fought valiantly and fell clown their horses, and succumbed to
the wounds they had received. Ahmad Khan immediately push.-1-1
on to the space vacated by Naseeruddin’s fall and attaekad the
waair’s centre, which the latter had unwiselv wealteocd by seg-
ding away re-inforcements to the support of his wings and
advance-guard. By this time, about 300 Pathans had reaehgd
Safdar ]ang’s rear and ernptietl their muskcts on his rnen. He
was, thus, at one and the same time, attacl-red from two direc.
tions. His elephant driver and attendant, Mirna Ali Naqi, were
shot dead. The wanir himself was struck in the jaw by a bullet and
fell unconscious on the J.'1aa'ds. Fortunately, the evaeri being made
of high bars of metal, he was protected from further injury. Think-
ing the beards empty the Pathans passed on, not. knowing where
the waair was. At this critical moment Jagat Narayan, a grandson
of Diwan Atma Ham, lcapt down his horse, climbed Safdar _lang’s
elephant and taking his seat as driver hrought it out of danger,
The victorious Bangashes, actively searching for the waair, now
arrived where Ishaq Khan Najm-ud-daulah was standing with a
group of his faithful men, and cried out, ‘Wfilhere is Abulmansur
Khan E‘ ‘Where is Ahulntansur Khan P“ Preparing to resist the
enemy, Ishaq Khan replied in an equally loud voice, "I am
Ahulmansur Khan.” At these words, the Pathan hosts fell on
him from all sides, and although he continued shooting arrows,
they cut ofi' his head and toolr it awav to Ahmad Khan Bangash.
It was there recognized to be the head or Ishaq Khan. The
waair had, by now, recovered from his fiWflfiH- HE fifdlfid hi5
dfumg to be beaten aloud so as to rally his men. But with the
erreeption of 200 men none rallied to lilifi BHPPBIL It W15 ibfifli
3 u'elo~t:l-t in the afternoon. With great reluctance Satdar Jang
withdrew himself from the field and marched to Marhara, reach-
ing there after nightfall. Much of his treasure and baggage was
dlundered hv his own ungrateful Mughal troops, and what
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tremained fell a prey to the victorious Pathans.*
Meanwhile Suralmal, Ismail Beg Khan and Raja Himmat

.Singh were returning from the pursuit of the Afridis. On the
way, they heard of the wsair’s defeat and withdrawal from the
-field. So they halted near a tope of psi-s.r.lI trees to await the
further movement of the Pathans. But Ahmad Khan Bangash
too, though master of the waeir’s camp with its rich treasure and
equipsge, was also in suspense and am-tiety about Surajn:ta1's
intentions. He discreetly forbade his troops to move in the
direction of the ]ats. Accordingly, Surajmal and his friends,
equally apprehensive of the victorious Pathans, retired to the
bank of the Kalinadi, spent the night there and early neat morn-
sing returned to their respective homes.

4.—THe. w.satn’s nnrutua at-in THE 1-uttnunn on n vLo"r
nontstsr nne

Safdar jang got his wound dressed at Marhara and spent the
night there. At midnight, he was rejoined by Hidayat Ali Khan
who brought with him a few pieces of cannon and some strag-
glers from his army. Neat morning, the 24th September, he
-resumed his journey, followed only by a fragment of his once
mighty army. Hardly had he covered sis miles when a camel-
driver handed over to him a letter from Raja Lachhimi Narayan
announcing the happy news of the birth of the waair's first
grandson, the future Nawab Asaf-ud-daulah of Awadh. His
grief was temporarily changed into joy ; but the disaster and
humiliation of his defeat had so overwhelmingly depressed his
spirits that he observed no rejoicings usual on such an occasion.1:

-On the 30th September, he reached near the Yamuua and en-
camped at Barapula.

The news of the waair’s defeat had spread like wild fire
throughout the country. It was everywhere earniestly believed
that he had met his death at the hands of turbulent Pathans.:[:

‘ -llSlyar. ill. “FE ;lmael 49 ;Hadlq- 1?4;l-latlcharan. 4o_to;Su_1an Chant,
89-9o t Fieleerions from the Peshwa Daftat, Vol II. Letter 2; T. Ahmed
S-hahi.2;'n. The last named work gives a brief and partly in-eorreet account.

1' Eujan Chat-it, 91-99-
1 Imad.5o. '
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At Delhi, the wildest of rumours were afloat. The Emperor, javed
Khan, and the Turani nobles began to concert measures to con-
fiscate Safdar _]ang"s property and raise lntisam—ud-daulah to
.n-i{.o".s.r. But the waair"s wife, Sad-run-nisa, collected 10,000
troops and exhorted her son Jalalnddin Haidcr to stand on
defence.* This disconeerted the plan of the plotters who now
discreetly decided to wait for the confirmation of the news of
the waair"s death before coming to extremities with his wife.
A few days later, Safdar Iang arrived at Barapula. He appears
to have determined to collect another army and defeat the
Pathans before entering Delhi. But, owing to the Emperor's
insistence, he went to his house in the city.T Informed of the
conduct of his court enemies during his absence from Delhi, he
sent threatening messages to Udham Bai {the queen-mother} and
Javed Khan that he was still a match for them. Both declined
having harboured evil intentions against him and readily offered
apology.:|:

Yet the waair's enemies were not discouraged, They set to
worlt to malte whatever capital they could out of Safdar ]ang's
reverse. For the first time in the Mughal history, the imperial

-s Ma]!-.5; Rao 1-lollrar wrote to the Pcshwa in two of his letters this
g,f,;1,u.],“-,5 “.3; |,;i11¢d, See Eelections from Peshwa Dafter, "Jol.1I. L.
:13 and rte-

Siynr. Ill. ‘EH1 i Ifl'1i1'5l- 5°
-|- sglcflljiflfli from Peshwa Dnftar. ‘Vol ll Letter No it‘-I ;Eiya1'. 111.331.

1 ,.,,j,_.,,;|; 1;]-,= 1;||-gjuelteetl Pathan version which has been untttticnlly accepted
by Ind“: {]_,.,_ g_ g_ 1579 pp, 7.5, 33-3: } that on reaching Delhi
Safdar went secretly to his house. I prefer the Eiyarls version, for iris
mg", cgntcmpmaq and Hidayat All Khan, the historian‘: father, was

present at Delhi at the time.
T. Ahmad Shahi written by a contemporary courtier is silent on the

pgi,.,,._[,; ,;,,.,|,.' fly; that 5-atdar Jang arrived wounded. and did not goto
eonrr for about two months. Doe day during his visit to the Qudsia garden
,h,., Empflur Pas-.5¢el by the vvaslr's house and then hafdar Jangeameont
and interviewed him. Ahmad Shah asked about his health,saw his wound
-and consoled him. The watir went to court, like one in hnmiliation,sfter
his wound was healed. See T. Ahmad Shahi, afilr-27 11- The Ellie Hf Elfder
lanfs arrival baclr -given by this worlt is wronE-

1 Elyar. Ill. Edi.
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waair had been decisively beaten by an obscure and negligible
enemy. Intiaam-udrdaulah, the Turani leader, was not the man
to let such an uneapected occurrence be forgotten, without
turning it to his advantage. He instigated the Emperor to for-
bid Safdar jang the Court on the plea that an ancient rule of the
Mughal house required that a defeated waair must lose his post
and go into retirement. Safdar Jang was now at his wit"s end.
He could see no better expedient to get out of his difficulties
than to propitiate his cunning rival, Javed Khan. He offered
the Khan a huge bribe of seventy lalrhs of Rupees and the art-
ful greedy eunuch managed to get Safdar ]ang pardoned and
re-installed in the a-v'{.rrar.* L

5.-A1-nann Kt-1at~:|’s wont-t avrna Hrs vreronr

,Flushed with his unexpected victory over the waair of the
Empire, Ahmad Khan Bangash made speedy arrangement for
the occupation of the imperial territory round Farrul-rhabad and
of Safdar jangis provinces of Awadh and Allahabad. He des-
patched some of his numerous half brothers and theirs with their
contingents to various directions and they obtained possession
of all the country from Aligarh to Alrbarpur, 26 miles east of
Kanpur,'l' He sent Shadi Khan, another of his step brothers,
with 20,000 troops to occupy Allahabad; Muhammad Amin
Khan to subdue the Ghaeipur district and Mahmud Khan, his
own son, with 10,000 horse, numerous foot and a good deal of
artillery and ]ahan Khan as his chief adviser to bring Awadh
under his control. Munawar Khan was appointed far_.tfdss' of
Sandi and Pali'l"[' and Khucladad’s Khan that of Bilgram** (both
formed the western frontier of Awadh and were included in it).

"' T. ld. 151 -s ;Siyar. Ill. BB1; Imsd.sv ; Abdullratirn. 2&1.

‘lw'llll-\1llll1- '53liil.2't. 5-IE {I579} F- '35 t Selections etc Vol. II.
letter nts. 10

1 Harlin. I'M.

1'1'Sandi is 1t'i miles North of Kanauj, and Pall is 15 milesN.‘W. of
Sandi, Sheet 51 M.

'" Bilgram is 16 miles S. W. of I-Iartloi. Sheet 63 A.
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In response to Ahmad Khan's appeal to co-operate in the reduc-
tion of the waair's dominion Hafiz Rahmat Khan despatched
Parmul Khan with a strong body of Ruhela troops who tool:
possession of the pargasa of Shahabad and the ....-re-. of Khaira-
lJ.fl¢l.* roughly equivalent to the modern district of Hardoi,
western half of Kheri-Lakhimpur and Sitapur, without any
serious opposition from the peoples!‘

6.--Tnn Part-rate Oocusnrrost on Awanu
A few days after the battle of Ram Chatauni, Mahmud Khan

Bangash began his march towards Lucknow. On his arrival
near the western border of Bilgram, 16 miles south-west of
Hardoi, his men picked a quarrel with the residents of the town,
and inflicted some iniury on them. The Bilgramis, then as
efficient in the use of sword as of pen, retaliated and wounded
some of the Pathans, and carried away about 200 beasts of
burden from their camp. Highly indignant, Mahmud Khan
now determined to saclr the town. The people, also, made
elaborate preparations to stand at defence. But the calamity was
averted by the timely intervention of some respectable Shailths
of the place who had been old acquaintances of Ahmad Khan
Bangash ; and after a peaceful compromise. Mahmud Khan
resumed his march towards Allahabad, sending one of his uncles
with 20,000 Pathans to Lucknow to bring that part of Awadh
under his father's nrle.

On his arrival in the vicinity of Lucknow, this Bangash chief
took upon himself the worlr of the reduction of important
places in the suburbs, and detached a contingent of 5,000 troops
under an able commander to occupy the city. As Lucknow had
been vacated by Safdar _]ang’s oflicers who had retreated to the
shelter of the Allahabad fort on the first news of their master's
defeat, the Pathans met with no resistaucr.i An Afghan Kotwal

" Khairabad, originally the headquarter! Of 31¢ ill!-I-'ll¢l. li ibfll! 4
Miles S. E. of Eitapnr. Sheet 53 A.

1 Gulistan, as. _
I 5lysrIII.B?9-30.51?!" '='*'='=- l5“l‘lsmsdiI.11I54 1-1. ....-_...rr...| ma.

mud Khan's strlvel and conduct at Hilgrsm ts erroneous. It should be either
Zittada or Zil Hilllll. 1153 Ht
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and a strong garrison woro ostablishod in tho city. With tho
capturo of Lucknow, tho roduction of a maior part of Awadh
was comploto. Somo of tho big landlords had boon totally
indifforont, for tho chango affordod thom a good opportunity of
rogaining thcir lost powor and possossionl. A Ifow, liko Sumor
Singh, son of Raia Hindu Singh Chandol of Sachondi, Rup
Singb son of Bhagwant Singh Khichar of Asothar, Akbar Shah
of Azamgath, Balwant Singh of Banaras and Ptathipati of Pratah-
garb, who had boon inimical to Safdar jang, oponly wont oyor
to tho sido of tho onomy. That was why tho Pathans mot with
littlo opposition throughout Awadh.

7.-Tun Pan-tatas Dttlytua our or Awsot-1

But tho city of Lucknow and, with it, tho wholo of Awadh
passod as oasily out of tho Pathan hands as it had fallon into
thoirs a month or two bcforo, Tho now Kotwal’s tyranny soon
alionatod tho sympathy of tho pooplo from thcir Pathan mastors.
Shaikh Muia-ud-din Khan, a rospoctablo citiaon and loador of
tho Shaikh-aadas of tho town triocl to bring homo to tho Bangash
chiof, who was cncampod outsido Lucknow, tho cyil consoquon-
cos of tho rapacity and opprossion of his suhordinatos and to
porsuado him to mako tho administration moro humano ; but it
foil on flat oars. Tho firo of discontont thus wont on smoul-
doring till a ohanoo spark, ono day, sot it yioiontly ahlaoo. In a
quartor of tho city throo Pathans, boastful of tho sworclsmanship
of thcir raco, woro arrogantly taunting tho cowardico of Safdar
Jang and his Mughals. A Shaikhaada, who happcncd to ho
prosont thoro challongod thoir statomont and tho altorcation ondcd
in a froo fight in which tho Shaikh aada was killod. Towards tho
oyoning, thirty Shail-zhaadas assomblod at a placo and gays tho
throo Pathans a most soyoro boating. Tho lattor also mado
prcparations to rotaliato. Roalising that thoro would ho no and
of tho Pathan tyranny without a fight, tho Shaikhaadas organisod
thomsolyos undcr Muia-ud-din Khan and rnrnnd sh: Pathan
hotwal and his garrison out of tho city, substituting a Mnghal
in his piaco, and doclaring that ho had boon sont by tho waair
for tho purposo. Tho Bangash chiof bocamo highly indignant
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and marchod on tho city in ordor to sack it. A hotly contostod
‘battlo was fought noar tho bank of tho Gomti on tho sido of
Ismail Ganj, situatcd to tho oast of tho fort but domolishod long
sincc, in which a handful of Shaikhaadas dofoatod and put to
flight 5,000 troops of tho onomy. This battlo finally docidod tho
fato of tho Pathan rulc in Awadh. Encouragod by tho Shaikh-
aadas' cxploit tho rosidonts of othor towns in tho saira also droyo
out thcir now rulors, and Mahmud Khan who had boon rocallod
to Allahabad by his fathor could not mako a frcsh attompt to
rogain tho proyinco. But nino thousand Pathans oioctod from
Sandila, Bilgram, Kakori and othor towns assomhlod somowhoro
noar Lucknow to try thcir luck onco moro with tho Shaikhaadas.
Muia-ud-din Khan inyitod tho rosidonts of othor towns and
with thcir holp fought tho Pathans and ropulsod thom with
hoayy lossos. Tho timc happily coinciding with tho waair’s
start on his socond oapodition against Ahmad Khan Bangash,
tho Pathans to a man rotroatod to Farrukhabad, and Awadh
royortod to its logititnato rulor, Nawab Safdar _Iang.*

B,--Stat‘;-E oF Annsnasao

Simultanoously with Mahmud Khan's start towards Awadh
aftor tho yictory at Ram Chatauni, Shadi Khan, a stop-brothor of
Ahmad Khan Bangash, hogan his march, at tho hoad of 20,000
horso and foot, in tho diroction of Allahabad. As soon as this
nows roachod Lucknow Baqa-ullah Khan, a nophow of tho lato
Antit Khan, and Pratap Narayan tho youogost son of Diwan
Atma Ram, {caring to ho intcrcoptod botwoon two firos, boat a
rapid rotroat to Allahabad and took sholtor within its strong fort.
Loarning from tho fugitiyos that Shadi Khan was on his way to
his city, All Quli Khan, doputy goyornor of Allahabad, procoo-
dod, with his own army and a part of that of Pratap Narayan, to
fight tho onomy. Tho opposing forcos mot noar Kora jahanahad,
24 milos south of Kanpur, whoro a woll-contostod battlo was
fought in which Shadi Khan was dofoatcd and put to flight. Ali
Quli Khan than roturnod to Allahabad.‘I' _

"' Elfin HL FED t Irnstl 50-51.
1‘ Hadiq, Ili-
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Hearing of Shadi Khan’s repulse Ahmad Khan Bangash set
out in person against Allahabad. At this nows, Pratap Narayan,
Baqa-ullah Khan and Ali Quli Khan, fooling themselves unable
to face tho superior numbers of tho enemy, shut themselves up
in tho fort and mado elaboratc arrangements to stand tho siogo.
Thoy throw a bridge of boats over the Yamuna from tho Tribeni
Gate of tho fort to tho small town of Arail, situated on tho right
bank of tho Yamuna and about l,l2 mile S. E. of tho fort and
posted a strong division of thcir troops under Haqa-ullah Khan
at tho southern cnd ofit to strengthen tho dofonco and to onsuro
tho safe passago of men and provisions from tho neighbouring
country into tho fort.*

Moanwhilo, Ahmad Khan Bangash arrived at Kora, whoro ho
roceivcd friendly letters from Raja Prathipati of Pratapgarh and
Raja Balwant Singh of Banares, promising to help him to
capturo tho fort of Allahabad after which tho whole of that rails
and the oastcrn Awadh would easily fall into his hands. ‘En-
couraged by thoso invitations, tho Khan resumed his march and
roachod Allahabad somotitno in February, 1751. Prathipati had
alroady arrivod noar tho loft bank of tho Ganga, and both now
crossod over to jhusi, about ono mile cast of tho fort. Hero, on
a mound known as Raja Harbong's fort, Ahmad Khan oroctod
his guns and hogan discharging thom at tho fort. Tho besiogod
too kopt up an artillery fire all day long, To oncourago his
fellowsbosiegod Baqa-ullab Khan, a man of great military talonts,
marched from his encampment near Arail to tho fort and back
in military array ovory morning and evening. Luckily for thom,
.a Naga Sannyasi of roaltloss bravery, namod Rajendra Giri
Gosain,'|' who had come ona pilgrimage to tho holy Prqyog

* Hadiq, I'M.
1' Rajondra Giri was s Nags Gosain and Sartnyali from tho villlgo of

Moth, 31 miles N. E. of lhansi and included in that district. The hhtathas
153:1 givon him Moth in ]agir- Hero, ho built a fort for himself and mad:
tr I11! restdoncol Gradually, he acquired potsesslon of a lat|o number of
villains in the vicinity and wal. thotofnso, driven out in or about 1'i'5-U by
Naroihsnhar, the Marathi Clflicer in that rogion,who had tinn: ban hi;
patron. Rajendra Girl, then wont to Allahabad and tonderod 1.-alngbln
sorvico to Safdar ]ang"s tnon, beliegod there. Ho was introduced tn tho want
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took the side of tho besieged. In spite of the repeated requests
of Ali Quli Khan and his friends, he would not consent to go
within the shelter of the fort. Followed by some of his valiant
disciples, who were stark-naked men with aah- smeared bodies
and long looks, he would fall upon the Pathans twice or thrice a
day, kill some of them and then return to his tents between the
old city and the fort. ' In this way, fighting went on for many
a day, but the Pathans could not malre any impression on the
enemy. Their wrath, therefore, fell on the innocent and defence-
less residents of the town. From Khuldabad to the foot of the
fort the extensive city of Allahabad was plundered and burnt by
the Pathan hooligans who carried away 4,000 women and child-
ren of respectable families as prisoners. The abode of Shaikh
Afaal Allahabadi and the quarter of Daryabad, which was
eselusively populated by Pathans, were the only parts that were
spared from their greed of plunder and the vindictive ferocity
of fire and sword.*

When every attempt to carry the fort had failed, Ahmad
Khan docidod to capture the town of Arail and cut off supplies
of men and provisions to the besieged. Accordingly, he
directed Raja Balwant Singh of Banares, who had shortly before
arrived at ]husi in compliance with the Khan’s summons. to
cross over to Arail, drive Baqa-ullah and his men into the fort
and then to obtain possession of the bridge and deli vet all fllllik
from the south. Ahmad Khan also made preparations to attaflh
the fort from the east simultaneously with the Raja"s attack from
the side of Arail. In order to prevent this strategy of the
Pathans, Ali Quli Khan, who had received the timely news of
m@;u 

under whom he accepted service on two conditions {a}-he should not l‘-‘ll
required to salute him and (b) he should have the permission to host his
drums in his master's retinue. He fought bravely for the waair in the
second Pathan war and in the civil war with the Emperor, losing his life in
the latter. His oheif disciples were Llmrao Giri and Anup Girl of whom tho
latter bore the title of Himmat Bahadur. Shuia-ud»daulah became a great
patron of these two young men who remained in his service for I long time.
See Hadiq, ass-es ; Imad. 154:}: A. S. B. {IBTQ} P. 791.

1' 51-,rt|t,III, B79 ; Kharana-l-Amirah, 33 : Selection from Poehwa Dafrar,
‘fol II. Lotterilli and 30.
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the enemyis designs decided to come out and fight in the open.
Neat morning, Ali Quli Khan, Pratap Narayan, Baqa-ullah Khan
and Raiendra Giri assembled their men outside the fort and near
the old city and marshalled them in battle array. On his side,
Ahmad Khan sent the bullr of his troops under Mansut Ali Khan
and Shadi Khan to encounter the onomy and himself followed"
thom a little later. After three hours of cannonading. the armies
came to close quarters, and Raja Prathipati, the leader of the
Pathan advance» guard, delivered an attack on Baqa-ullah Khan's
division. Mansur Ali Khan, advancing to support the Raja, got
ahead of him. A fierce hand-to-hand fighting took place. l3ac_|a-
ullah Khan lost a considerable number of his men and withdrew
across the bridge. The gunners within the fort, frightened.at
this reverse, abandoned their places, and fled to join the fugi-
tives. Rajendra Giri and his friends also went back to their
camp . The victorious Pathans occupied _the field, but as
the enemy had broken the southern cnd of the bridge, they
could not pursue the fugitives.*

The siege had now lasted for full fifty-four 1- days and there
appeared to be no prospect of its successful termination. The
enemy being in possession of the bridge commanded supplies
from outside, and the strategic situation of the fort baffled every
Pathan attempt to capture it. Meanwhile, news arrived with
startling suddenness that Safdar _[ang had left Delhi with a
formidable Maratha army and had defeated and put to flight
Sbadil Khan Pathan fagfder of Kol ( Aiigarh ) and Jalesar.
Filled with anxiety about the safety of his paternal dominion,
Ahmad Khan Bangash raised the siege, contrary to the advice of
Prathipati, and beat a rapid retreat to Farrukhabad early in
April, 1'l'51.

B.—-Pa'r1-tan Dtsruaaancn in jaunaua asm Bastaaas
Before his march against Allahabad, Ahmad Khan had

appointed Muhammad Amin Khan, one of his step-brothers,
""1. A. 5. B. (1379) pp.3i.l-B l.
‘l Hadi-q, H53 and 1?4.5iyar. Ill. BB1 says, it lasted for four months.

But I prefer I-aiurrata Husain’: version, for he was then present in the fort
with his master, Pratap Narsvan.
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fetgidar of Ghaaipur and Sahib Zaman Khan jaunpuri, a tousin
to one of his wives, to ]aunpur, Banaras and Chunargarh with
orders to eiect Safdar ]ang’s ofiicers from the districts and
occupy them without delay. Ghaaipur submitted to the Pathans
without the least resistance, its faujdar, Faal Ali Khan having
fled away on the first news of the enemy"s approach. Bur
Balwant Singh, the ruler of the latter three districts, refused to
give them up to Sahib Zaman. Therefore, Ahmad Khan
despatched re-inforcements to jaunpur and directed Akbar
51135. thief of Aaamgarh, and Sbatnshacl Khan Zamindat of
Mahaul, 23 miles N. W. of Aaamgarh, to co-operate with Sahib
Zaman in expelling Balwant Singh from his territory, The
allies assembled their troops—-1,700 horse and 10,000 foot--at
Alrbarput, 32 miles south-east of Faisabad, and captured the
fort of Surharpur, near their camp, after a siege of fifteen days.
jaunpur also fell after a feeble resistance of six hours. In spite
of these successes, Sahib Zaman thought himself to be no match
for the Raja and, therefore, instead of marching direct to
Banaras, he retired to Niaamabad, 32 miles north-east of_laun-
put. Balwant Singh, equally apprehensive of his Pathan rival,
thus got some respite to chalk out a plan of action for the futuro.*

Not long after, Balwant _Singh received the reports of Ahmad
Khan Bangash"s advance towards Allahabad. Resistance being
useless under the altered circumstances, the Raja sent Lal Khan
Risaldar and Rasul Khan Bakhshi with presents for Ahmad
Khan. The Khan received the agents well, and issued orders
demanding the Rajais presence in his camp.

- Accordingly, Balwant Singh went to Allahabad, made a pre-
sent of one lakh of rupees to Ahmad Khan, and was confirmed
in one half of his territory, the other half, via, north of the Ganga
remaining with Sahib Zaman Khan. But, when he had return-
ed to Banaras he learnt that the Bangash chief had his eye upon
the whole of his estate and had promised Sahib Zaman assistance
in driving him out of Banaras. He, therefore, bided his time in
anger. Meanwhile, he heard that Ahmad Khan had raised the

I Balwant, 2'?-a Ind ll’.
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siege of Allahabad and was retreating to Farrulthabad. Without
delay, tho Raia left Gangapur, near Banaras and reaching Mari-
llllll 12 miles south-west of jaunpur, demanded the evacuation
of his territory by Sahib Zaman Khan. The weak-minded Khan
was confounded, loft Jaunpur and fled to the Champaran dis-
trier beyond the Gandak. Balwant Singh thus recovered the
whole of his dominions without a fight. *

The Pathan disturbance in Awadh and Allahabad was like
a huge storm that had swept the country from one corner to the
other, but subsided as quickly as it had risen. Only a few towns,
like Faiaabad and Banaras, were lucky enough to escape the
misery that belell Allahabad and Lucknow. Yet, the rosidonts of
ovon these towns lived in a state of consternation during this
temporary period of Pathan ascendancy. A Marathi letter of the
beginning of lvlarch, 1751, describes the condition of one of
them in these words r "In the midst of a banquet given to the
Brahmins arrived a letter from Bapuii Pant Hingno (Maratha
waltil at Delhi) reporting that the Pathans had arrived at Allaha-
bad, plundered the new town and carried away women into sla-
very. In Banaras, too, there is a great commotion. For two
days the holy city went without light. It has been in fear for ten
days. The bullock-cart hire from Kashi to Patna has risen to
eighty rupees. Load carriers are not available. The residents
are leaving the town and fleeing to wherever they can. At this,
the Pathan chief ISahib Zaman) has sent _para-soar to seven prin-
cipal bankers, promising safety of life and property to the people
and adding that ‘I am the Emperor's servant. I have not come
to plunder the town or to molest the ryot.' Thus he persuaded
the people to remain in the city. Yet they are panic-striken. Lot
us see what God has in store for -|. us." The fate of the places
that had sulfered from ravages at the hands of the Pathans could
well he imagined. In two of his letters, Govind Pant Bundele,
the Maratha agent in the Doab, reported to the Bhau Sahib to-

‘ Balwant, 2'?-5-25.! t Sardesai, Panipat Pralzarna, p. 13.
'l' Rajwade III. 376 t also qoutod in Sardesai, Panipat Prakarana, p. 11;

Imad, 50. The principal bankers of Banaras interviewed the Pathan
pattern] Sahil:-roman on the way and averted his visit to the holy city by
orornisinc m pay him seven lakhs of rupees.
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wards the end of February, 1'?51, that confusion to the extent of
anarchy reigned supreme throughout the Doab and the pmvinco
of Allahabad. Everywhere in that region merchants had closed
their shops, traffic was obstructed, and business had come to a
stand-still. The people were fleeing into the jungle and even
one-fourth of the revenue could not be realised. *

Even in those parts of the two provinces which had not been
visited by the enemy big landlords had risen against Safdar
]ang’s rule. The Bisen ruler of Gouda, janwar chief of Balram-
pur and some other Raj put lords formed a confederacy under the
leadership of the Raikwar chief of Ramnagar in Harabanlti, and
drove the Nawab-"lll'aair’s officers from the northern districts of
Awadh. Then, they marched towards Lucknow recently reco-
vered from the Pathans, but still denuded of troops. But, they
were opposed by the redoubtable Shailthaadas and the Muslim
Khanaadas of lvlahmudabad and Bilehra. 1' In a fiercely contested
battle fought somewhere north-west of Barabanki the Raj puts
were defeated and repulsed with great slaughter. The Raja of
Balrampur was killed, the Railtwar power was broken and
Ivlahmudahad began to come into prominence from this dato. i

"' Selections from Peshvva Elaftat, Vol. II. Letters an and 30.
1' lvlahmudabad is in the Sitapur district and is situated l 1 miles H. ‘W.

of Farehpur Tahsil. Btlehra is in Barabanlri and is B miles S. E. of
lvlahmudabad.

I Dist. Gasetteer of Barabanki {Idea}, p. 115:.
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1--SAFDAII; JAHG IHTITHS THE MARATHA5 TD HIS AID.

From the moment of his return, Safdar ]ang’s mind was
totally engrossed by the thought how to wipe off the disgrace
of his defeat. So sorely did he feel humiliated that he passed
most of his time in his private chamber with his head down-cast.
But Sadrunnisa cheered him up and with a true wifely devotion
placed all her hoards at his disposal.* The waair then summoned
his chief oflicers and friends like Ismail Beg Khan, Raja Lachhimi
Narayan, Raja Nagar Mal, Suraimal, Abdul Ali Khan, uncle of
the author of the .'i'.5')'nr, and others and with their advice decided-
to call in the Marathas to his aid. The Emperor and the Turani.
nobles in secret sympathy with the Pathans, however, tried to
create difiiculties for him ; and Ahmad Khan Bangash, with per-
fect hypocrisy that characterised the rulers of the 13th century
India, submitted a petition to Ahmad Shah, begging his royal-
pardon for his acts. The fickle-minded monarch held out hopes
of pardon to the Khan -and summoned Mir Mannu from Lahore
and Nasir Jaug from the Deccan so as to thwart with their help
the wa.t'.ir’s attempt to recover his power. 1' But they had their
own troubles in their respective provinces and hence Ahmad
Shah’s plan came to naught. The waair now made grand pre-
parations for a fresh campaign against Ahmad Khan Bangash, and
‘wrote repeatedly to the Maratha chiefs, Malhar Rao Holitar and
Jayappa Sindhia to come speadily to his assistance. When they
had reached Rajputana on their way from the Deccan, Safdar

"' lmad. 53- She oflieretl Ra. I ,ro,ooo ind 4.999 ""l"1‘\‘fii [EH15 mimi-
‘I' Selections from Peshwa Daftar, Vol. I I. Letter Nth 30- But Irvine’!

Pathan authorities say that Ahmad Khan did not lend any petition . The
Emperor himself terrified at the Khan’: ptogteaa towards Delhi, aent him a
robe of honour, a sword, an elephant, a horse and other gifts and an apolo-
getic furrrurn relating what had been done, had been clone by the warir and
not by him. On the receipt of theae thing: the Khan returned to Fart'ultha-
had. See 1. fit s. B. usts) vv. ts-ts.
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Jana am Rte Ram Narayan, he diwan and Raia _Iugul Kishore,
.Alt*vard1 Khan‘s Wakil at Court, to bring them re Delhi, The
Rajas met the Maratha chiefs near l{ota* and they all started foe
I-hi’ 1mP‘=I11l *'-'-it? 11¢‘-‘Wards the end of February. On their near
approach the waair took formal leave of the~ Emperor on the
2-‘lat of February and entered his advance tents whieh bed been
pitched at the river hank outside Delhi. On the 23th, he moved
forward and encamped near Kishan Das tank. Here, Malhar Rao
I-Iolltar joined him on the 2nd of March, 1' and the two entered
into a formal agreement. In accordance with this agreement,
the Holltar and Sindhia promised to help the waair in his Far-
rulthabad campaign for a daily allowance of 25,000 Rs.

All the historians of this period of Indian history from
Elphinstone down to Irvine have strongly condemned Safdar
_la1'1g's “recourse to the humiliating expedient ofealling in the
Marathas“ and with their aid crushing the Pathans of Farrulrhahad
and Ruihelkhand.i But, to a modern student, in possession of
the contemporary sources, Marathi as well as Persian, this view
appears to have been taken in utter disregard of the circum-
stances of the case. It may be explained here at the risk of
repetition that the Ruhela and Bangash Pathans were in trea-
cherous alliance with the Abdali invader of Afghanistan. The
history of the nest ten years clearly demonstrates that Ahmad
Shah Abdali swooped down the plains of Northern India every
time that his Pathan-brethren in Hindustan were hard pressed
by their enemies, not only to rescue them but also to help them
in the realisation of their tlream—the Pathan supremacy in
India. 1'1" The Turani nobles, the only powerful Muslim chiefs,
(AlivardiKhat1 not being concemed with court polities), were

"' Selections etc. ‘Vol II. Letter No- 23 t T» Ahmad 5hahi. =31! t Imlllls
5?. Siyar wrongly has Lachhmi Narayan instead of Ram Hararlfls

1' Sardelal. Panipat Ptalcaran, p. 9. EWEI WI-‘Unit dim. IP59» Th‘?
Sindhia and Holkar had not arrived at Delhi till the beginning of March,
1?} r, having been absent in the Deccan for more than a year owing to
Shahtfa illness and death.

IElphinstone'| History of India [oth Ed-1 P. I35; B=‘|"¢T1dE"- A
Comprehensive H. of India, ‘Vol. I. P. 4o3 ; Irvine ; ]. A. 5» B- (I3?-‘cl 9- 55-i

1'1‘ Patten Yatli, etc. Letter No- B3 and p. B9; Rajwatle. III. too,
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the sworn enemies of the waair and were in secret sympathy
with the Pathan rebels. Hence Safdar Jang could either allow
the Pathans to usurp the Mughal sovereignty and his own pro-
vinces of Awadh and Allahabad together with his office, or
crush them with the help of the hiarathas, the only people equal
to the task. He had, in fact, to make choice between two
evils--a foreign invader assisted by enemies at home and selfish
hereditary rebels whose attitude for some years past had been
distinctly loyal and who had been his own friends since 1'?4'i".*

The charge that he was the first Muslim nobleman to invite
active Maratha intervention for the solution of a domestic dis-
pute does not stand any test of truth. It is a matter of common
knowledge that Sayyid Husain Ali Khan had brought the
Marathas to Delhi in 1?l9 to assist him in deposing Farrukhsiyar,
and in December H32 Nieam-ul-mullt. had entered into a secret
pact with -Bajirao and encouraged him to attack the Mugbal
territory in northern India. Nevertheless, the step taken by
Safdar Jang was a highly courageous one. The Marathas were
his hereditary enemies, and were stoutly opposed by his father-
in-law Saadt Khan for nearly a decade, and in his company
liafdar Jang too had fought more than one battle against them.
An unfortunate incident in February ‘H44 bad almost brought
him on the verge of a war with the Peshwa. The hiaratha wakil
Mahadeva Bhat Hingane had accepted the agency of Jaipur
State at Delhi in addition to his main duty as the Peshwa‘s
representative at the imperial court, and in his new capacity he
called on Safdar Iang to adjust certain matters relating to the
Kachhwaha ruling family. During the altercation Mahadeva
‘Bhat used foul language in regard to Safdar ]ang and directed
his followers to apprehend him. This led to a conflict between
the parties, in which hlahadeva Bhat received fatal wounds.
His son too was wounded, and both had to be carried baclt
to their residence. Mahadeva died at mid-night; but his son
was lucky enough to recover.1' Safdar jang had statesmanship to

‘Selections from Peshwa Daftar, "'v'ol- II. Letters 1,4. 9. B‘-‘Id 13$
Patten Yadi etc- I-ettet No. til.

‘I Putartdare Daftar, ‘Vol. L Letter, I54-
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forget the age-long enmity and to recognise the role that the
Marathas were likely to play in north-Indian politics.

2.—DEFEs.‘r snn setorrr oa Sr-rants. Kt-rest, Mxaen, 1751
When all necessary arrangements had been completed and

Safdar _]ang had obtained a renewal of the services of Reje
Suraimal and his Jars, on an allowance of Rs. 15,000 per day, he
set out from Delhi about the second week of March, H51,
leaving his son jalaluddin Haidcr as deputy waeir to represent
him at court Reaching Agra, he despatched £0,000 light
Maratha cavalry against Shadil Khan, fetgider of the country
extending from Aligarh to Patiali and brought under the
Pathan control after the waeir’s defeat at Ram Cl-tetettt-ti,
These troops crossed the Yamuna and surprised Shadil Khan,
whose force did not exceed 4,000 horse and 4,000 foot, some-
where near Qadir Gan], 30 miles north-east of Etawa, in the
last week of March. The Khan was defeated and repulsed with
great slaughter. The victors pursued the fugitives and made
a large number of them prisoners. But most of them including
Shadil Khan successfully eluded their pursuers and fled across
the Gangs to the Badaun district. The Marathas acquired
an immense plunder, numerous horses and many elephants.*

3.—5:tene. os Farenoaxn, Aratt. 1751
On the receipt of the news of Shadil I-=1han“s defeat and flight.

Ahmad Khan Bangash raised the siege of Allahabad and hurried
quickly back to Farrulthabad, reaching it in six days. Most of
the mercenaries that had swarmed under his victorious banners
some months before now melted away in all directions. He
sent his family and dependants to the Ruhela country and feeling
his capital indefensible, he retreated with the remnant of his
army to Husainpur, a place of great strategic importance with a
emell but strong fort known as Fatehgarh, on the right banlt of
the Ge;-lge, ebent 3 miles south-east of Farrnlthabsd. Here
he entrenced himself in the ravines round the fort. He set up
13],. ewe head-quarter! on the bank of the Gangs, threw a

I-I-l fieleetions from Peshws Dafrar,‘Vol. II, Letter No. Jltlhfol. XXVI-
II15; Patten Yadi, ere. Letter No- T9 i Eiflfl HI‘ 531-
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bridge of boats over the river to command supplies from the
neighbouring country and planted his guns at the head of the
ravines, tying them together with strong chains. Mahmud
Khan from Awadh and Shadil Khan from his refuge at Qadir
Chault, 5 miles from Qadir Gan], arrived shortly after and
encamped on the left banlt of the river.

A little before Ahamad Khans’s arrival at Farrul-thabad the
waair had detached a Maratha contingent under Gangadhar
Tantia to intercept the Khan on the way and to cut off his
supplies of provisions and water. As usual with them, the
Ivfarathas fell to the merciless tasl-: of plundering and burning
the countryside, and reached Farrulthabad only to find the town
deserted. So they advanced to Fatehgrah and encamped a few
-miles north-west of it. Informed that the Pathans had left some
of their big guns at Yaqut Gani, 3 miles south of Fatehgarh,
Gangadhar sent off some of his men to drag them over to his
camp. As soon as the hfarathas appeared with the guns near
Qaimbagh, halfa mile south-west of Ahmad Khan’s entrench-
ment, the Pathans fell on them, seized the guns and drove them
baclt to their camp. At this, Gangadhar himself arrived with
the bulk of his army, but he, too, met with the same fate.*

Meanwhile, accompanied by the Maratha and jar auxiliaries,
the Nawab-waeir arrived near Fatehgarh. He posted Malhar
Rae Holkar and jayappa 'Sindhia at Qaimbagh and himself
moved further south and encamped at the ferry of Singhirampur,
on the right bank of the Ganga, about 10 miles south of the
Pathan entrenchment. Ahmad Khan Bangash was thus sur-
rounded on north, west and south. Every day an artillery duel was
fought from morning to evening. Sometimes the Marathas would
engage the enemy single-handed, at othem the waeir would
detach some of his Mughals to reinforce them. In these skir-
mishes, many days were passed and yet as Ahmad Khan was
continually in receipt of supplies from the other side of the river,
little impression could be made on him. Safdar Jang realised
this and decided to cut off the enemy's access to the conntty

'1-h-5-B-trrrahsv.
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north of the Gangs. Accordingly, he directed Sayyid Nurul
Hasan Khan Bilgrami to collect boats and throw a bridge over
the Gangs near Singhirampur. Fearing atmck from all sides,
Ahmad Khan Bangash deputed his son, Mahmud Khan, te
prevent the throwing of a bridge. The latter tool: up hie atged
on the left bank of the river opposite to Singhirampur and made
every edort to obstruct the progress of Nurul I-Iasans’s worlt.
But it continued steadily under the cover of artillery fire and the
bridge was ready on the 2'?th April. The siege had now lasted
for full twenty five days. *

4.-Desessr snn FLIGHT or -rne Parnans
28'rn aratt, H51

In response to Ahmad Khan Bangash’s appeal for aid, Sadulla
Khan Ruhela, the chief of liuhellihsnd, arrived at the head of
12,000 brave troops on the very day the bridge had been comp-
leted, and encamped on the left bank of the river opposite to
Fatehgarh. 1' On the advice of Bahadur Khan, an impetuous
Ruhela commnander, who had been instrumental in bringing him
to Patehgard, Sadulla Khan sent a boastful message to Ahmad
Khan that nest day he would cross the river and would bring
with him the heads of the waair. Surajmal ]at and the Maratha
chiefs as an offering to the chief of the Indian Pathans. As the
-day dawned on the 23th of April,:|: 1?5l,the Ruhelas got ready
for the battle and were joined by Mahmud Khan and Munawwar
Khan. They all numbered 30,000 cornbatants.']'1-

"' Patten Yadi, ere , Letter No. Bi ; Sitar. III ' BB2.
Tlrvine, ]. A 5 P-. (rflre) P. pf. Imad, p. id. says that the Ruhela had

first rejected the Bangash invitation to eome to his aid on the groundof
blood feud between them, caused by Claim Khan’s death. Hut, when
Ahmad Khan made him a gift of Quint’: blood he agreed to join.

I The correct date was 3rd Jamadi II of 1 164 H. (alith April, ti-1'51. I‘~l- 5-)
See Patren Yadi, etc. Letter No. T9 and p. E? ; Siyar III 33:. In Letter No 03
ef Patten Yadi, ere. Ist lamadi II given by the Peshwa as the date of the
clespatch of ]ayanpa’s Letter to him is erroneous. The mlstalte being either
.a misprint or due to clerical error.

11' Patten Ysdi ere. Letter Ne. Bi. Iread's numbers are one lalth and a
1-,e1f{p, 53}, clearly an exaggeration .
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Tn prevent the junctinn nf the Ruhelas with the main budy

nf Ahmad Khan's trnnps, still lying at Fatehgarh, Safdar Jang
quickly despatched a part uf the Maratha fnrce under Gaugadhar
Yaswanr, the jars under jawahar Singh, snn nf Suraimal, and
sume nf his Mnghals acrnss the bridge at Singhirampur tn attack
Sadulla Khan, while the hull: uf his army remained in its place
tn keep a vigilant eye nn the Bangash trnnps. The battle began
with the discharge hf ruckets and musketry frnm bnth sides.
‘When the artillery lire had slaclrened a hit, the Pathans attacked
the enemy swurd in hand. As usual with them, the Marathas
retreated slowly and lured Bahadur Khan whn was in charge nf
the Ruhela advance-guard, snme distance away frnm the field.
The reckless Khan enthusiastically gave the retreating enemy a
chase and was thus separated frnm the main hndy nf his trnnps
under Sadulla Khan. fit this critical mnmenr, the Marathaa

attacked him frnm nne side and the jars pnured incessant fire
frnm the nther. Bahadur Khan was enmplerely nvertvhelrned
and inst a majurity uf his hrave fulluwers. He fuught mnst
desperately, hut reckless bravery and cnul, ehstinate cnurage
cnuld hardly make up the deficiency in numbers. He fell alnng
with ten tn twelve thnusand Pathans. Seeing this, Sadulla Khan
Inst heart and fled tnwards Ac-nla, reaching there the neat day
withnut a single attendant. Mahmud Khan and Munawwar
Khan were alsn filled with cnnsternatinn. They hastily crnssed
the Ganga and juined Ahmad Khan at Fatehgarh an hnur ur su
befnre sunset. The victnrs made numcrnus prisuners, acquired
an immensely rich bnuty and captured many elephants and
several thnusand hnrses. ,,

The news nf this disaster struck despundency and terrnr intn
the heart uf the Bangash trnnps. Tn reassure and hearten them
Ahmad Khan went personally tn all his batteries and asked his
men rn he vigilant, prumisingu that he wnuld surprise the enemy
befnre it was mnrning. But this pruved tn he er‘ nu avail. Three
huurs after nightfall, the Marathas, whn had nccupied the nurthern
hank hf the Ganga, set fire tn Sadulla Khan's baggage and the
huge cunflagratien sent ferth its light tn Fatehgarh. Filled with
aensternatinn at the sight, the Pathans urged their chief tu take
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refuge by flight. Seeing nn nther enurse e-pen eaeept death nr
flight, Ahmad Khan began his retreat up stream alnng the right
bank OF the Gangs during the night ni 25th April. Befure dawn,
the vigilant Marathas were upnn his reatguard Snmc nf the
Pathans were set upnn and slain and snme were drnwned in the
hurry emf their attempt tn er-nss the river. But the majnrity,
ineluding Ahmad Khan, his sun and brnthers get aernssin safety.
They fled tn Shahjahanput and frnm there retreated tn At:-nla tn
take shelter with Sadulla Khan.

A few hnurs after Ahmad Khan’s flight, his Pathan trnnps
pnsted at the batteries heard this paralysing news. withnut
eating fnr his friends, each man fled tn wherever he enuld. Snme
made an attempt tn eress the Gangs, while nthers cnncealed
themselves in the hrushwnnd in the bed nf the river. The
Marathas fell nn them, plundered all their cflects, slew heaps nf
them and made enuntless prisnners. A majntity e.-F these whn
had desperately thr-nwn themselves intn the river was dtnwned.
Innumerable hnrses and camels, many elephants and valuable
baggage and furniture passed intn the hands nf the Deeeanis.*

The impurtanee nf this vietnry has been thus sueeintly des-
etibed by Gnvind Pant : “The Pathans have been deleated.
New the cenditinn uf the cnuntry will be gnnd. Had they net
been crushed, nut enntrnl frnm that part elf the cnuntry wnuld
have been withdrawn, and the aamindars wnuld have jnined
hands with the Pathans. The Pathan amhitinn was tn seiae the
Empire. If they failed in this, they wanted tn e-brain pnssessinn
uf the En1pernr’s petsnn, kill the wazir and usurp the pests Hf
‘Wazir, Diwan and Balthshi. This was their mnst eherishecl
ambitinn.“ 1-

" Patten Yadi etc. Letter Nu 79. 52 a1'1=Il33; T- hhm"-d Ehahi *5“
Slyar III Eds: Ciullstan. an-41 ;I-iacliq H5 i l-*l.U. III TT3-T4
] A_g_H_(13']g} pp 9‘[f.g3. Style, T. l‘-"L and LLU. wrnngly thlnlt that

Ahmad Khan was alsn present in the battle.
1- Raf va:le Ill. lfiu. Similar feeling is vntced in the Peshwa'a letter

tn jay-app; Sindhia, dated 31st May 1751. He writes :-Praised he ‘fnur
cqm-agglheatrnry and Rustam-like vslnut,and praised be the valuut uf ‘FBI-If
mm, 1; ta nu; an nrdinury thing that nut Deecan fnrce! cressed the Yalnuns
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Burning with the thirst ef revenge fer the Pathan wrengs in
Awadh and Allahabad, the victers devastated the Bangash terri-
tnry with fire and swerd. When revenge had been satisfied, the
Nawab-‘Wasir made arrangements fer the nccupatien ef the
eenquered cnuntry, garrisened Farrulrhabad, hiau, Qaimgani and
Kanuj and appninted peliee and re venue eflicers in all the parganas
ef the land. This reek mere than a mnnth and the rainy seasnn
ef 1'i'5l drew quite neat. Warfare being impessible during the
neat feur menths, Safdar jang left fer Lucknew tn bring his
prevtnees, then in the threes ef a revelutien, tn erder, while
the Marathas remained encamped in their places.

5--nntaan Itnasfs arrmrsr re aaeana nts eeusrrar
While the waair and his allies were busy in the werk ef des-

truetien, Ahmad Khan and Sadulla Khan, fearing immediate
pursuit, were flying te the hills ef Kamaun. They had net yet
advanced heyeud Muradahad when they heard the welcerue
news ef the waair's departure fer Lueknew. Aeeerdingly, they
returned re Aenla and spent the feur menths ef the rainy seasnn
there withnut being disturbed by the enemy.*

When the rains were nearly ever and the Pathans saw their
enemies still scattered and unprepared, they reselved te make an
attempt te recever their paternal lands. With the assistance ef
the Ruhelas, Ahmad Khan's men threw a bridge ever the Ram
Gangs and made preparatinns tn etess ever re their fermer
territnry. Infermed ef the Pathan mnvement, the Marathas

I
whn had sent away their guns te Kalpit and dispersed mnst ef
their rte eps, despatched Khande Rae, sen ef lvlalhar Rae I-lellta

rs
tn drive away the enemy. Khande Rae was badly caught by
the Pathan advance-guard under Dund Kbe an at a place en the
' 

Ind the Gauaa leught with the Pathans and Ruhelas s d b1'1 e rained victery
nver them. Yeu areleysl servants and pillars ef the State and readily dn

hW atever yeu want tn dn. . .l*-lews had spread as fat as Iran (Persia) clan
Tursn [Central Asia] that the wsrir had fallen. Yen have restered him [re
his la . Wh 'p ee} at ether thing can he greater than this?" Patten Yadi ete.,
Letter Ne. 75‘.

"' Gulistan 41.
‘I Rsiwade, III, 354.
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river where it described a semi-circle. But he was allewed tn
retreat prebably because Ahmad Khan was anaieus te secure the
geed will ef the lvlarathas. The Pathans new pursued him with
the ebject ef cressing the Gangs at Singhirampur and attacking
Malhar Rae whe was lying en the ether side ef the river with a
handful ef Maratha treeps. But they fnund the bridge hrnken,
A distant artillery fire, therefnre, ensued frnm beth sides and
cnntinued fer a week. Meanwhile, Ahmad Khan’s supplies run-
ning shert, he marched aleng the left haul: ef the river in nrder
re inin Naieeb Khan Ruhela, whn was ceming tn re-infnree him
with fresh men and previsiens, re etess the Gangs at the ferry ef
Surajpur, abnut 30 miles aheve Farrulthabad, and suddenly
attack the Maratbas.

Infermed ef the Bangash’s activity, Safdar Jang cressed the
Gangs at Mahdi Ghat, 40 miles belnw liarrulrhabad and rejnined
Malhar Rae at Singhirampur en 25th Neveniher, 1'i5l, befnre
the Pathans cnuld carry eut their plan nf a sudden attaclt en the
Islarathas. The waair’s ariival infused fresh vigeur inte the
heart ef his enemies. The allies quicltly threw a bridge ef
heats ever the Gangs at Kamranl, 28 miles abevc Singhiranipur
and despatched 25,000 active Maratha hnrse acress the river.
The Ruhela’-21 were filled with panic and beat a hasty retreat in
the direetinn ef Aenla. They were seen jeined by Ahmad Khan
and his clansmen. The Mararbas and the Mughals everteek
them en the way and a severe aetien reek place in which bnth
sides lest heavily. The Pathans received the werst ef it, but
they succeeded in making geed their escape tn Aenla.*

6.—Tr-rs. PATHAHS nasreean IN THE r-rir.i.s

‘Within twelve henrs ef their arrival at Aenla. 1?l1= R‘-1113135
set their hnuscs in flames and in cempany with Ahmad Khan
Bangash starred rewards the Kamaun hills, keeping their falfllllfifl
and treasures in the centre ef their ferces. After several dalit-'
successive marches sic B-HHIP1-mi Mumdabad and Kafihipuh they
 *i'i

"1. a. s. s. (1579) an 1=*-we T--‘~1v-“=1 51“‘“- *3“-
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reached a hilly place knewn as Chilkiya,* 22 miles nnrth-east tif
Kashipur. Finding it a place ef great strategic-impnrtance with
H. ill Iihfl fllid-IEHE, 5I.1I1'GIJl]ClflCi Ciflflfi ifllpgnglfgblg fr}-|_'¢5|;

en three sides, the Pathans encamped in the centre and ledged
their families under a streng guard, in the fnrtified village, nerth
ef it. They dug a deep and esttensive ditch en the fenrth side
which had ne natural barrier like a river er hill re bar the
enemy’s passage. At the edge ef this ditch they erected an
earthen wall and many tewers aleng which they ranged their
guns in rews and secured them tegether with strnng iren chains.
But their nne difl-iculty was want ef previsiens which was sub-
jecting tliem tn starvatien. Hence after subsisting fer a few
days en sugarcane, Ahmad Khan appealed te the genernsity ef
the Rafa ef Almera. In nrder tn starve the enemy inte sub-
missien the l“-Jawab-was-:.ir had already written te the Raja nnt
te help the Pathans. But the lerd inf Almera, true re the tradi-
tienal Hindu hespitality re the fallen, riebly respnnded tn the
refugees’ appeal and previded them witti abundantf grain.

On his side Safdar Jang, immediately after driving away the
Pathans, cressed the Gangs and detached snme thnusand swift
Mararha cavalry under Gangatlhar Yaswant tn pursue the enemy.

* Gulistan. 43. Hadiq, fi?‘i, says that the Pathans reek refuge at Lal Dang.
Hamilteri, p. 110, fellews him. 5iyar.I1I. E51 and lvi. L‘. I. 3b? give the feet
nf the lvladaria hills, an nfi-sheet ef the Katnann hills near Chillriya. -

Accerdinct re T. Ahmad Shahi, p. 2-E!-b, this place was abnut a hundred
K.-is lgng and 3e te an Kris bread. 'I he same autherity says that the Pathans
wanted re etess ever tn Sarhind, plunder it and then re march tn Lahnre
{evidently te seek help frem Ahmad Shah Abdall)

1- ]_ A 5, B. (rflyp) p. IE1-B ; T. Ahmad Shahi, a51n.

Cnmpare : —During -the summer ef I;-5n A. D. Sadat Khan Zttlfiqar
]ari g. lvlit Bakhshi ef the Empire, undertnnlc a campaign against Maharaja
Ram Eingh elf lndhpur. with the scntching Inn nverhead and the burning
land nf Matw at summer uriderfent. Sadat Kb an 's men began. nne riueri, tn
languish fer want nf water. Sn the thirsty Mnsalmans quieted the field, and
starting in search nf water, aceidetitly reached near Ram Singl-i's treeps. The
genereus Rsjputs guided their enemies tn a well, had water drawn by their
nwn men tn quench the lviuslmans’ thirst and cnndueted them back tn
Balrhshi’s army. A ceusin ef the anther ef the Siyar was an eye-witness ef
this geneteus treatment Eiyar. III. BB5.
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Nfits 11¢ urged Malhar Ran I-Inlltar and Jayappa Sindhia tn
nvertalte Ahmad Khan Bangash. But the Maratha chief’s pnlicy
was tn run with the hare and hunt with the hnunds. Nnw that
the Pathans had been fully defeated, they had grnwn averse tn
their tntal esterminatinn. Hence they htnught fnrfl-| nnt; gggflgg
nr annther, engaged themselves in plundering the ptnspernus
tnwn: Inf Ruhellthand, and warned Ahmad Khan 11;; 13,»; ,3,“ hi;
guard, fnr they wnuld _snnn he upnn him. Meanwhile, news
arrived that the Pathans had taken shelter at the fnnt nf the
Kamaun hills. The ws sir and his allies, therefnre, advanced by
fnrced marches and encamped at a little distance snuth nf the
Pathan entrenchment. Every day the Marathas wnuld issue nut
nf their camp and irregular fighting wnuld take place between
the sltirmishers uf the nppnsite sides. But, nwing tn the presence
nfa dense fnrest and a stream nf water that ilnwed frnm the
hills and ran all rnund the Pathan entrenchment in an artificial
channel, the hesiegers tniled in vain tn get an entry intn the
enemy’s pnsitinn. Hence Safdar jang erected batteries and
began discharging big guns every day. These tactics were put-
sued fnr abnut twn mnnths, but withnut deciding the cnntest nne
way nr the nther.*

?.—-—DEFE.|ItT nr= RAJEHDEA Gtrtr Gnssua
Meanwhile, news came that Ahmad Shah Ahdali was cnming

tn invade the Paniah sn as tn divert the waair’s attentinn tn-
wards the Mughal nnrth-western trnntier and therehy save his
hrnther Pathans frnm an inevitable ruin.-]' Raja Laehhimi Nara-
yan wrnte tn the Nawah-waair that thfl Empernt wnuld snnn
direct him tn make peace with the enemy and he hack tn Delhi.
This made Safdar jang extremely amtinus tn strike a swift and
successful hlnw at the enemy, and fnr this purpnse he called =1
cnuncil nf war nf his friends and nflicers. The Maratha chit‘-E5
in sympathy with the Pathans, pleaded their inexperience in
fighting against entrenchrnents. But Raiendra Giri vnlunteered

e ]_ h_ 5, B_ (13751), 109; T. Ahmad Shahi, I911.
1- Rumqur; qf th; _,l,bd;1i‘5 approach were current since Z111-lljilh 1151

H. [Nnve,n1.b¢r, r;-.'5r ). See Patten Yatli, etc, Letter nn. I11; Eaiiielai.
misinterpret: the dire as Ill Hijjah, 1165 H.
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himself tn fight the enemy. Next mnrning he sent snme Mughai
trnnps tn attack the batteries nf Najeeb Khan and Sayyid Ahmad
nn the eastern wing nf the Pathan entrenchment sn as tn draw
the majnrity nf Ahmad Khan Bangash's men tn that pnint and
then malte a sudden charge nn the latter with the bull: nf his
brave Naga snldiers. . But his plan was rreachernusly betrayed
tn Ahmad Khan by Iayappa Sindhia. Hence the Khan cnncen-
trated the Pathans rnund his battery and did nnt send any nf
them tn the supp-nrt nf his left wing. Infnrmed nf this Rajendra
Girl sent nne nf his chief disciples with his cnntingent againt
Ahmad Khan, while he himself remained standing with the
bulk nf his army in the plain belnw. The Pathans alsn descended
frnm their pnsitinn and an artillery duel began which lasted fnr
nne hnur. Then the armies came tn clnse quarters. In the
grim hand tn hand fighting the Nagas began tn gave way.
Seeing this, their ynung cnmmander advanced tn the frnnt and
dismnunting frnm his hnrse, attacl-ted the enemy and put up a
mnst gallant fight. His example was ungrudgingly fnllnwed
by his persnnal fnllnwers. But they were hnpelessly nut»-
numbered and slain. At this, the Nags army fled in disnrder.
It was already evening and, therefnre, Rajenclra Giti, whn was
far behind in the plain, retired tn his camp. The Pathans pursued
the fugitive and came baclr after plundering snme baggage and
burning snme gun carriages nf the waxirls establishment.

Raiendra Giri’s defeat greatly discnuraged the waxir. He
mnunted his elephant and march ed tnwards Kashipur in excessive
haste and perturbatinn nf mind. But Malhar Ran Hnlltar and
jayappa Sindhia "prevented the waxir frnm carrying nut his
fnnlish intentinns, which were quite centrary tn the dignity nf
his statinn" and htnught him back tn his encampment.

8. Peace atvn rrs stnntvtcancx
A few days after the Gnaainls defeat, the Empernr sent an

urgent fartttan rhreugh Ali Quli Khan nrdering Safdar Iang tn
cnme tn terms with the Pathans, and recalling him tn Delhi in
view nf the Abdali’s rapid advance tnwards Lahnre.* The
Marathas alsn strnngly desired an early terminatinn nf the

"' T. Ahmad Shahi, 30 h-31 a.
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I19-fllpaign, chiefly because the unhealthy climate nf the hills was
telling heavily upnn the health nf the Deccan trnnps. Tn the
Pathans, reduced tn the state nf hnmeless wanderer; and euflering
frnm the inclemency nf weather and ravages nf sickness nnthing
cnuld he better than the end nf their miseryfil‘ They had begged
the Maratha intercessinn seyeral titnea after their defeat at
Fatehgarh. The waair, rnn, had nnw nn nptinn but peace.
fiflflflrdiflgly, Ali Quli Khan was sent tn snund Ahmad Khan
Bangash. But as the waair’s cnnduct inspired little cnnl-idence,
the Pathans desired the Maratha chiefs’ mediatinn, fnr they
alnne cnuld enfnrce the terms nf the prnpnsed peace. The
Sindhia and Hnll-tar agreed and sent Khande Ran tn invite
Mahmud Khan 1- and Hafiz Rahmat Khan tn a cnnference. The
latter respnnded tn the call and repaired tn the waait's camp
with 200 trusty Pathan hnrse. During the night, 1,000 Mughal
trnnps surrnunded the Pathan tents at the nrders nf Ali Quli
Khan, whn ltnnwing the hnstility the waair’s men bnre tn the
Pathans, had deputed his nwn fnllnwers tn prntect the persnns
nf the guests. But the latter suspecting treachery, immediately
mnunted and rnde away tn their entrenchment, faithfully assisted
by the Marathas whn had pledged wnrd fnr their safety. The
negntiatinns thus fell thrnugh.

At this time, alarming repnrrs were received that the Ahdali
had crnssed the Indus and was cnming tn rescue Ahmad Khan
Bangash and Sadulla Khan Ruhela. The Marathas, serinusly
alarmed at the prnspect nf a war with the rednuhtable invader,
urged the waair tn cnme tn a speedy settlement with the enemy.
After snme diseussinn, Safdar Jang agreed tn pardnn Ahmad
Khan Bangash in cnnsideratinn nf a fine nf thirty lalths nf rupees
(accnrding tn annther authnrity eight lakhs), if, as security fer
payment nf it, he surrendered half nf his territnry till such time

i.-|,11|n-1-|—i'I—'-"_"'_-'
:-Imafl 9,59, ggpn that the Pathans were rut-liering frnm an acute

famine and sn they tuhmttted. Bl-ll‘ lhli ll "D! burn“ 5"‘ bl’ fnnmmpuun
atrthnrltler.

‘I’ Aeeerdinntn Imad f1J- 5'50 hmhad Rh“ Bingmh uteedmnnd
he snn tn the want, it Khande Ran. H=lh=='= lav was "at ’='=‘ 1"‘ =“‘“P "
hi, ‘mu-; ; and this was dnne by Malhar Ran l-lulltar.
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as the whnle sum was paid nut. Accnrdingly, Ali Quli Khan
and Gangadhar were despatched tn negntiate with Ahmad Khan
Bangash. As previnusly ad vised by the Marathas, the Khan
accepted the terms -in tntn -and sent Mahmud Khan and Hafiz
Rahmat Khan tn wait nn the waair. Safdar _]ang granted them
audience the next day and nn the 3rd day he setinut fnr Luck-
nnw, taking Mahmud Khan, Hafia Rahmat and Gangadhar with
him, while the Marathas retired tn quarter themselves at Kanauj.
When he reached the tnwn nf Mnhan, 15 miles snuth-west nf
Lucknnw, the waxir gave Hafiz Rahman Khan leave tn return tn
his cnuntry and permitted the Ruhelas tn return tn their pnsses-
sinns nn their binding themselves tn pay the revenues in future.
He signed the treaty at Lucltnnw, cnnfirming nne half nf the
Bangash State—Farrulrhabad and snme nther parganas wnrth 15
lakhs rupees a year—-in the name nf Ahmad Khan and cnnfer-
ring the nther half (i. e. 16113 parganas) nn his Ivlaratha allies in
lieu nf Rs. 30,00,000 that he nwed tn them fnr their assist-
ance in the campaign. The cnuntry surrendered tn the Marathas
extended frnm Knl (Aligarh) in the nnrth tn Knra Jahanabad in
the snuth-cast. It was made nver tn them fnr such time as
Ahmad Khan cnuld nnt pay eff the fine. But in practice there
was nnthing tn prevent them frnm hnldirig it indefinitely and
they actually held it till Iiltrl when, as the result nf their reyerse
at Panipat, they were temporarily driven nut nf Nntthern India.
The Ruhelas were allnwed tn retain their lands, besides Mirabad,
and snme nther parganas they had seiaed frnm the Bangashes
after Qaim Khan’s death. But they were tn pay revenue fnr
these latter parganas. Safdar Jang kept snme pargdnas fnr him-
self. This peace was made early in February 1751*

 I

1' Frnm the siege in the hills tn the peace I have fnllnwed chiefly
Irvine‘: “Hangesh Hawahe nf Fertulthlltvud" in]. Jlk. 5'. B. [lEi’5l') pp 105-
raa, which ls based nn 1-Iilant-ud-din Gwallnri’a bnnlt. Other authnrlties
thatl have nnnsulted are:-T. Ahmad Shahi, aflb-31b ; Gullstan, 41-‘Ht
Blyar III. BB1-I ; Hari Charan, ll-0?a and ls ; T. M. r5 a t lvlaadan. IV’.
rB0h ; I-ladle] I?5 and EH; Abdul-ltarlm, ans-:65; T. A. in Elltet, ‘VIII.
rrp-ran ;Irt1atl 59. All these, except Ciulistan, give a mere summery, md
lenre, like lmad. are full cf mistakes.
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Inspire nf its success the campaign prnved disastrnus tn the
interest nf the Waair. It was subversive nf the cnrdiality that
‘had existed fnr snme titne between him and the Maratha chiefs.
After the victnry at Fatehgarh, Malhar Ran I-Inlltar had request-
ed him tn tnalte nver tn the Peshwa the Hindu places nti pilgrim-
age-—Faiaahad [Ayndhya), Allahabad {Frayag) and Banaras
{Kashi).*—a request which cnuld nnt safely he granted in its
entirety. Then the disappninted Marathas, discnvering the
Waair’s vindictive determinatinn tn exterminate the Pathans and
his dependence nn them, began playing the dnuble game nf
keeping bnth the parties pleased—-a cnnduct that frustrated
Safdar ]ang’s designs and saved the Pathans frnm inevitable ruin.
The I-Inlltar and Sindhia sn managed the things as tn cnme nut
nf the campaign the snle gainers. In additinn tn acquiring
1-tarnrs-wnrth bnnty and half the Bangash territnry and their
daily expenses frnm Safdar jang, they exacted fifty lal-tbs nf
Rupeesf frnm Ahmad Khan Bangash and Sadulla Khan Ruhela,
nnt as war indemnity as the histnrian Sardesai suggests, but as
price fnr having secured fnr them such favnurable terms, while
the Nawab ‘Waair "had nn mnre than the empty gratificatinn nf
having humbled the enemy.“ Abnve all Safdar ]ang’s lnng
absence nf mnre than a yeargave a splendid nppnrtunity tn his
enemies tn acquire great pnwer and prestige at cnurt and tn turn
the Empernr"s heart frnm him. javed Khan became wasit in
all but name, and Safdar _Iang’s attempt tn regain his pnwer,
after the terminatinn nf this campaign, led tn his dismissal and
dnwnfall,

9,— Muanaa nv Rays Pasrtrtvsrr ns Pasravnear-r
Safdar jang nnw appninted Muhammad Quli Khan, snn nf

an elder brnrher tan-eat hluhsitl. his desert is Awadh and
s- pat;-en Yadi etc, Letter Nu. B}. lvislhar Ran‘: desire was tn level tn

:1“, “mung ,|a,m-;nge=b'a mnsque at Banaras, built nn the lite and nut nf the
mntetinlg nf the ancient temple nf Uisheshwar and re-cnnatruet it intn a
temple, Bue the B-rahrnins nf Kashi, afraid nf their nwn lives, sppe sled tn
-the Hnlitar tn refrain frnm this. See Rsjwsde, III. 397- .

filsn given in Slrd-esai, Plflllilli Pmliififlr 11'" l3-
t Irnud, sa ; Sardesai, Pauivlt Praises. P- 13-
: lvlirsa lduhstn had been rained tn the ranlt ct” a',ncn tat andT.cv
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started on a tour of his subas to re-organise the administration
thrown into disorder on Nawal Rai"s death, and to chastise
Raja Prathipati of Pratapgarh and Raja Balwant Singh of
Banaras for the help they had given to the Pathans mrly in
1751. From Faiaabad the waeit turned southward and des-
patched a friendly letter to the lord of Pratapgarh requesting
him to come in person to his camp, and promising him his-
parclon for the Raja’s~ conduct during his temporary eclipse at
the hand of the Pathans. Prathipati obeyed the call and
appeared in the Nawab-wasir"s camp at Sultanpur, 36 miles
south of Faisabad. During the interview Safdar jang treache-
rously kept the Raja oil his guard by a sweet and friendly edu-
versation and made a sign to Ali Beg Khan Khatji, one of his
favourite bodyguards, to despatch off the visitor. A soldier
without a conscience the Khan quickly plunged his dagger in
the left side of the Rajniaabdomen. The unsuspecting victim,
who was totally unarmed, sprang upon his murderer, bita
piece out of his cheek and then fell down dead on the ground.
For this black deed, the Nawab-waeir rewarded the assassin
with the title of Ihifah ]eng* {Firm in War).

Prathipati was a grandson of Rafa Pratap Singh, a Sombansi
chief of considerable importance, who had founded the town
of Pratapgarh, 32 miles north of Allahabad, in the heart of hie
dominion. On Pratap Sioglfs death his sons began to quarrel
among themselves and one of them, named ]ai Singh, defeated
his brothers with the help of Huh-ul-Amin Khan Bilgrami, a
Fauidar in the Allahabad suba and becatne Raja. Jai Sirlgh was
a capable and strong ruler. He was also cultured. He was
Familiar with the ceremonious etiquette of the Musalmans, put
on Muslim dress and observed Muharrant. In or about 1719 he
was succeded by his son Chhatarclhari Singh who appears to
have been a rriler of little or no mark. During his rule, more
than half of Pratapgarh estate was annexed by Saadat Khan.
He bad five sons by his two wives. Of the first were born-
setunr by Emperor Ahmad Shah_ on tfith March, 1749. He died of eholeflr
In the nighrof Ifith December, H4-9. 5-ee Delhi Chronicle, pp. 4B and 53.

" Balwant. yea ; Harlin. E4? ;Siyar, III. BB2; lvlndan. IV. tflra.
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Medni Singh, Budh Singh, and Dalthambhan Singh, and by
th: “theft niimiid 5'-Ii?-I1 Kunwari, a lady of exceptional physical
charms. be had Prathipati Singh and Hindupati Singh. Utterly

infatuated with suiatt Kutiwati, the Rafa nominated her eldest
5911. Prathipati his heir, unjustly depriving Medni Singh, his
eldest son, of his birth right. The latter resented his fathet’s
infustioe and fought several pitched battles with him, but with-
out sttccess. Chhatardhari Singh died of paralysis, and
Prathipati succeeded him as Raia. The new Raja possessed
very handsome features, a polite disposition and a refined taste.
I-Ie was an able soldier, and a capable man of affairs. He was
master of Arabic, Turki, Persian and the language of the
Afghans, besides knowing his own mother tongue, Hindi. In
daily conversation he spoke flawless Persian which it was
difficult to distinguish from that of a fresh arrival from Persia.
Like his grandfather, he was an adept in the courtesy and
etiquette of the Muslims. In dress and food, too, he was
inspired by Muslim tastes. Prathipati was eapert in horse-riding,
polo, archery and swordsmanship. He was a friend of the
historian Murtaaa Husain Khan of Bilgratn and was about thirty
two years of age at the time of his assassination* (early, H52).

1U.--Saeoaa _Iatvo’s oansvatntt ananesr Raja Bat.wat~:"r1' Snvost
on Batvaaas, H52

From Sultanpur the Nawah~wasir moved towards jaunpur
‘F Hadiq. pp. 672- GT4.
After Hindu|:|ati’s murder, his son Dnniapati then aged only ta,

became the ruler of Ptatap rath. He was even more hlfldeflfflfl Elli"! hi!
father. Borne years after he met the same fare at the hands of Shujua-ud-
daula as his father had rner at the hands of Safdar lflfll and Pl-"“Pi*-Th
was annexed to the Nawatfs provinces. Sornetime later it was, however.
mad: gun ta I-Ilndupati, Prarhipati‘s brother. Hut the latter was unable to
pay eh; gsrggiiitrg ...-..ia...= and so he was deprived of the Taluql. Upon
this Hihdflpflfi went to Ehuja-ud-daula and in Bf"-5 fill 111! Pill"-‘Fill ""13:
became a lviutalrnan and was, therefore, restored to Pratapgarh. But he wea-
mutdemd fut hi, apguaq by his pres ;l cla nsmen. Du his acccssion, Aaaf-ud-
daula 1::-innolted Prarapgarh, but Pratl1ipati"s deicendants succeeded tn.
firgtini it fmm the hands of that Nawab-Waflt. Hsdiq 'l5T't.

1 His correct narne was Baliwand.
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to settle his score with Raja Balwantfiingh of Banaras. We
may here briefly trace the early history of the present ruling
house of Banaras. During the early years of Muhammad Shah’s
feign, one Mansa Ram, a Bhuinhar Brahmin of Gautam subcaste
and resident of the village of Titharia, now known as Gangapur,
went to Banaras and took service under Rustam Ali Khan.
Naaim of the rather: of Banaras, Jaunpur, Ghaaipur and Chunar-
E9-Ih. Within a few years, Mensa Ram's ability and business
talents won complete control over his indolent n:|aster’s mind
and made him the defeats ruler of the districts. This arrange-
ment continued till 1733 when Saadat Khan, to whom these
disctricts had been leased a few years earlier, directed Safdar
jang to call Rustam Ali Khan to account for his delinquency.
Unable to answer the charges against him, Rustatn Ali sent
Mansa Ram to Safdar ]ang’s camp at ]aunpur to make his peace
with the Nawab. The negotiations ended in the dismissal of
Rustam Ali Khan and the appointment_ of Mensa Ranfs son
Balwant Singh to the three rarest: of Banaras, Jaunpur and
Chunargarh for an annual revenue of thirteen iakhs of rupees,
To the remaining rarest of Ghaaipur, Shaikh Ahdulla was
appointed for three lakhs. Manse Ram returned to Banaras as
its ruler on Sith lune, W33, while Rustam Ali Khan retired to
Allahabad. Within a year of this transaction Mansa Ram breath-
-ed his last and his son Balwant Singb obtained the confirmation
of the districts and the title of Raia from Emperor Muhammad
Shah. He made Gangapur* his residence and built a mud fort
there. Gifted with the virtues of wisdom and foresight, he
strenghthened his position slowly but steadily by weeding out
old aamindar families in his territory and nbtained a state of
almost entire independence of the Nawab of Awadh. But he
paid the revenue punctually so as to disarm the suspicion of his
overlord. During Safdar ]ang’s absence at Delhi, Balwant Singh
turned out the Nawab’s agent (reqewel), obtained possession of
some parganas of the Allahabad Province and defeated Ali Quii
Khan, Deputy Governor of that raise, who had advanced to
Chunar to punish the Raja"s aggressions. This victory turned
'Balwant"s head, and, early in 1751, he threw in his lot with

"' Clangapur is ‘I miles E. ‘W. of Hanlrlls 51'1=t=I 53 K.
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Ssfdsr _lsng's enemy, the victorious Ahmad Khan of Fartulrha-
bad. On the Nawab- Waair’s successful march against the Pathan;
in March, 1'?5i, Balwant Singh, however, drove the Bangash
agent, hahih Zarnan Khan, out of his territory. Early in March,
1752. U11 the receipt of the news of the mu tder of Prathipati of
Pratapgarh and of the Waaifs advance to Iaunpur to chastise
him. Bfllwflfll Singh, apprehensive of his safety, left Gangapur,
crossed the Ganga and took refuge in his stronghold in the bills
of Miraapur. Meanwhile, Safdar jang reached Banaras, plunder.
ed the fortress and town of Gangapur and detached a part of
his army to pursue the Raja. Informed of the Nawab-'Waair’s
designs, Balwant Singh sent Lal Khan, a trusted oflicer of his,
with a present of two lalrhs of rupees, to Safdar Jang, begging
pardon for his conduct in the past and promising an additirmel
revenue of two lakhs per year. Lal Khan was introduced to the
Waair by the latter’s favourite, Sayyid Nurul-Hasan Khan
Bilgrami who also pleaded the Raja"s cause. Safdar Jang agreed
to pardon Balwant Singh, on the eondition that he came to wait
on him in person. But the Raia was too clever to be beguiled
into the fate of Prathipati. Inspire of Safdar _Iang’s insistence
and Nut-ul-I-]asan's assurance about the safety of his life,
Balwant Singh could not be prevailed upon to pay the Nawab
Waair a visit. Foiled in his attempts to entrap the liaja, Safdar
Jang restored him to his possessions and made preparations to
hurry back to Delhi where the imperial messages were urgently
demanding his presence to settle the affair of Ahmad Shah
Abdalifi“ This took place towards the end of March or in the
first week of April,f and the Nawab-Waair began his return
march to the imperial capital on 3rd April, 11352.

1

It Balwanmamar 15,311,,‘ Tm-il;h,.1.Banaras, Ta ssh ; l-ladle 675- The
Tarllth-i-Banaras is full of errors and is Pl"-‘IE1 if-" ‘ha R“-la‘

After the ‘Watir’s departure, Balwant Siflflh Tgiun-“id in‘ h1‘F'="‘*"l'°“"
As his recent experience had showed hirn that GP-flIIP11T ‘F’-‘ll llfliilit hi:
"anlfflmd hi. cipim| tn Remnngatl on the left ltlllflk Of the Gangs. Ind

1 mile; eeeth of Banana, -and built a fort there. He increased his wealth
and pewer and died in August, ITTU 15. D

1‘ T. Ahmad Shahi, 33 B.
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1.—Tr-tn Tr-nan nzsoata Isivastotr, jatvoaar-Mar, 1752

During the W'aeir’s absence from Delhi, Ahmad Shah
Ahdali invaded the Paniab for the third timc. Owing to inter-

~nal disturbances in his robe Muin-ul-mull-r had not been able to
pay the Shah the promised revenue of the four erebeir for any
of the three years past. Regarding this as a breach of the treaty
and as a positive proof of the governor’s unfriendly attitude,
the ltirig of Afghans started in December, 1751 to punish the
ofl'ender.* When his vanguard appeared near the Indus, Muin-
ul-mulk sent him nine lalrhs of Rupees in cash as a part of the.
-tribute and promised to pay the rest in the near future.1‘ Yet
the Shah advanced on, crossed the Indus and the Jhelam and
finally the Chinab near Waairabad, and encamped at a few miles’
distance from the Bridge of Shah Daula, 22 miles north of
Lahore.

On the news of the enemy's near approach, Muin-ul-mulk
tool: prompt measures of defence and sent his family and
dependants away to the jammu hills for safety. This proved to
he a signal of alarm, and rich inhabitants of Lahore began to
"flee to such places of safety as they could find. Muin-ul-mulls
now quickly crossed the Ravi and formed an entrenchment near
.the Bridge of Shah Daula. For many a day the opposing forces
lay facing each other, the patrols of both sides engaging in
irregular and light sltirmishes_ only. Getting tired of this un-
profitable warfare, the Shah left his main army in his camp north
of the Indian enternchment and himself with a strong contingent
of horse marched rapidly to Muin-ul-mullt's right, and making
a wide detour round it, appeared suddenly near Lahore. Thus

"' Another important cause of this invasion was to relieve the Hindus-
rant Pathans from the grip of Safdar ‘lang.

1' T. Ahmad Shahi, Zila.



ens mar nave es snnss use l89

-eut-maneeuvred, Main-ul-mullt was filled with amtiety aheut
117": 5“f=t? ‘Elf hie Elpifal, and hastened hack witheut delay rewards
-Lahere, sending a detachment ef 900 Mughal herse ahead te
drive away the invader frem hefere the city. This succeeded in
-disledging the Afghans frem their pesitien, whe retreated te the
Shalamar garden and encamped there. Muin-ul-mulk new
cressed the Ravi and entrenched himself eutside the city, Fer
ene mnnth and a half irregular fighting teek place every day
between the scents ef beth sides ; but nene ef the twe dared
-cnme eut fer a decisive fight in the epen. Fer want ef big
pieces ef cannen the Afghans teund themselves unable te capture
Lahere. Their wrath fell upen the defenceless peeple ef the
neighbeuring villages which they systematically plundered and
ravaged threugheitt the duratien ef the siege. The Abdali
empleyed these tactics te draw the Mughals eut el their streng
entrenchment, but witheut any success.

All this while neither the Emperer ner the waair raised his
finger te help the hard-pressed geverner ef the frentier prevince.
Inspite ef the repeated erders ef recall Safdar jang, whe was an
a‘vewed enemy ef Muin-ul-mullt, uncencernedly went en with
the werlt ef punishing the refractery eamindars in Awadh and
Allahabad and re-establishing his rule in the previnces. Disap-
peinted frem Delhi and realising that the pelicy ef standing the
siege weuld inevitably end in starvatien and surrender, Karamal,
the gevernet’s Diwan advecated a pitched battle in the epen.
But Bhikhari Khan, Memin Khan and Adina Beg were eppesed
te it. At last the inevitable happened. Cern grew scarce, wells
were exhausted and gtass cnuld net he had, se thereughly had
the Afghans ravaged the vicinity. Werst ef all, the place ef
encampment ef the Indian army became very unhealthy ewing
te.leng cenfinement ef the men and animals within it. Henee
anether place ef encampment was ehesen and the march began
early in the merning ef 15th ef March, 1752 with the advance-
guard under Adina Beg, the rear under Kat-amal and the centre
in charge ef Muin-nl-rnullt himself. The vigilant Shah was
highly elated at the news and instantly attacked the meving
celumns ef the Mughals in {rent and rear. The three divieiefle
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ef the Lahere army were seen separated frem ene anether, ands
it appeared that all was geing te be lest. At this crisis, Kararnal
hastened re his rnaster’s assistance. In the way his elephant
received a fatal weund frem a cannen hall, and while the hrave
diwan was changing it fer anether, he himself was struck by a
bullet and fell dewn dead en the greund. At this, the Indian
rear fled in panic, and the Afghans quickly pressed en Muir:-uh
mul]t’s ewn divisien. Despite the edds against him, the valiant
ruirrdnr ef Lahere steed the greund unflichingly, and left the
field enly after the darkness ef the night had fallen en the scene.
With his treeps, whe had survived the terrible Afghan
enslaught, he repaired re the Idgah te jein Adina Beg. But
the latter, whe had remained threughly inert threugeeut the
day, had already abandened his pesitien and fled te a place ef
safety. were-eut and dejected, Ivluin new reluctantly entered
the city. _

During the dark dismal night ef the ldth Match the city ef
Lahere was filled with great_ censternatien and tumult. Aleng
with the Indian fugitives seme Afghan seldiers had stcalthily
entered inte the city and had begun plundering whatever they
ceuld lay their hands en. Nething ceuld be seen, se cempletely
dark was that night. All were terter-striclten.

Nest merning, Muin-ul-mull: made arrangements fer defence,
and pested his 10,000 treeps, all that were left with him after
the previeus day's catastrephe, re man the city walls en all sides.
But the Abdali being equally anxieus fer the cessatien ef warfare,
invited him te a cenference re settle terms ef a peace. Accempa-
nied enly hy three ef his trusted eflieers Muin-ul-mull; heldly
went te the enemy’s camp and was well received by the Shah.
I-Ie then surrendered himself re the king ef Afghans, and the
latter pleased with Muin’s dignified cenduet and franlt rallt,
appninted him Geverner ef Lahere and Multan en his ewn
behalf and issued erders re his men net re plunder er melest
any he-tly.*
 

" T. Ahmed Ehahi, 30a 33 ; Delhi Chrenicle, E‘:-ll? ; T. lei. 153i? ;Sivar
111. EH9 ; Husain Shahi, Ea.9a; Father-un-naririn in Eiliet. VIII. Id?-6-B‘
Sstdesai Panipat, 1e-11. The last three have Ietae esters
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2.—Snss".tnrsrtr' Ar.r.rst-sen wrrn ‘run Maasrnaa
All this while, the Emperer, alarmed at the p1-agree; .;_-.f ,1-,,,

invader, was sending urgent messages re Safdar Iang re ceme
with all haste and make arrangements fer checking the further
advance ef the Afghans. Bur the Wasir, desireus ef seeing
Muin-ul-mulk permanently crippled and making the Emperqr
feel his Ceurt’s helplessness, did net hestir himself in time.
Meantime, the news ef the fall ef Lahere reached Delhi en the
23rd ef March, the eighth day ef the eccurrence, and filled
the imperial city with the greatest alarm and cnnsternatinn.
Rich citizens began re flee in panic re places ef safety, and meat
men sent their families away re Mathura er ether tewns in the
pnssessinn ef the pewerful ]at ruler ef Bharatpur. Business
came re a stand-still, and grain supply re Delhi was stepped fer
semerime.‘]' Empcrer Ahmad Shah new wrete by his ewn
band a mest urgent and angry letter ef recall re the Waair en
the 23rd ef March, summening him back re Delhi withnut delay
and urging him re bring with him a pewerful Maratha ferce at
any price. On receipt ef this nete (en the 2'?th Match), Safdar
Jang put eff the settlement ef his scere with Raja Balwant Singh
ef Banaras, parched up a hurried truce with him and despatched
ed fast ceuriers re request the Maratha army then en its way re
the Deccan re stay en in Hindustan. On the 3rd ef April, 1?52,
the Waair himself began his march rewards Delhi and seme-
where near Kanauj met Malhar Rae Helkat and ]ayappa Sindhia-
Here, the Emperer and the Peshwa, represented by Waair 3afelar
]ang and the Helkat and the Sindhia Chiefs respectively, entered
inte a defensive agreement whereby the Marathas underteelt
re prerect the Empire frem the clutches ef the Ahdali invader
and the internal fees. The fellewing were the terms cf this
treaty‘:-

+ 1. The Peshwa agreed te prerect the dwindling Emgire
frnm all its cnernies, whether the? “=1: fumgn

ftilyar erreneeusly rhlnitl that the fitlhtlni ‘wnilnufid fur fnur mnnth‘
Farhat un-narlrin charges Aelifll Bei with Ehiflni ‘hm gamma} from
behind. '

1' T . Ahmad Shahi 31a and 3311-
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invaders like the Abdali er demestic rebels like the
Indian Pathans and Rajput Raias, recever the impe-
rial lands frem them and rsstere the same re the
Emperer.

In return fer the abeve mentienecl suppert the
Emperer was re pay re the Peshwa fifty lalths ef
Rupees, eut cf which thirty lakhs were fer driving
eut the Abdali and the rest fer suppressing the
internal rebels.

The Empeer censenred re grant re the Peshwa the
rams, via. ene feurth ef the imperial revenue, in
the previnces ef the Panjab and Sindh ( including
the feur etude}: ef Sialket, Pasrur, Gujarat and
Aurangabad ceded re the Abdali) and in the
districts ef Hisar, Sambhal, Muradabad and Badaun.

The Emperer was further re appeiut the Peshwa
Geverner ef Ajmer ( including the fergideri ef
Narnel ) and Agra ( including the furylfari ef
Ivlathura), and the latter was re eniey all the privi-
leges and remuneratien pertaining re the said
efiices.

The Peshwa was re bind himself re administer these
previnces in accerdance with the age-leng regu-
latiens and cenventiens ef the hlughal Empire. He
was re recever lands frem the rebels and
revenue-defaulters in these wires, keep fer himsef
enly ene half ef the lands recevered, and respect
the rights cf the imperial eflicers and jagirdars. He
was ner re meddle with the adminisrratien ef the
ceurts and the ferts in his sneer which were under
the direct centrel ef Delhi Ceurr. Net was he re
ebtain pessessien ef any piece ef land er meney net
granted re him by imperial erders.

6 On behalf ef the Peshwa, the Maratha generals had,
like ether imperial mansabdars, re attend the hlughal
Court and jein the imperial army en march er in an
eapeditien at the erders ef the Empeter.
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Emperer’s prestige and heneur. On behalf ef the Peshwa, this
treaty was first drawn up in the ferrn cf a petirien by his lieute-
nants, Malhar Rae Helkat and jayappa Sindhia, and submitted
re the Emperer, praying him te grant the pctitiener's requests.
The Peshwa premised te abide censcienrieusly by the ab-nee
terms and called upen Ged and the lesser Hindu deities, like the
-Feel fee Beale [ Veda! I Br! Bender, Tans; and the Gauge re attest
the fidelity cf his werd. Emperer Ahmad Shah then issued a
reyal fersree, granting all the requests ef Halaji Rae.* This
trmty remained a dead letter. It was net ratified er enferced by
the Emperer.

3.-S.t1=n.ra ].stre’s Scnnstn es rue ttneevrutr err rt-tn
Pstajsn seen Aeer-tsratsrsta eansrasrnn

While the Waair, in the cempany ef his Maratha allies, was
making a shew-and pendereus march rewards Delhi, the Abdali's
agent, Qalandar Khan, arrived at the Indian capital en the 11th
April, re demand a fermal cessien ef the Afghan eenquesr, t'.i{.,
the teller ef the Paniab and Multan. Thnugh the pessibility ef
the enemy's marching against Delhi had definitely disappeared,
it seems that the Emperer and his faveurites were new haunted
by anether night-mare cf an entirely different nature. They
feared that if the Waair arrived in time and were successful
against the invader, he weuld have an enermeus accessien ef
pewer which weuld endanger their safety.'[" Hence, en the
23rd ef April, befere Safdar jang ceuld appreach Delhi, Javed
Khan intreduced Qalandar Khan re the Emperer in the Private
Audience Chamber and recemmended the cenclusien ‘ef a treaty
satisfacrery re the Shah. The craven Empeter fermally ceded
the Panjab and Multan re the Abdali and gave the envey his
 '

"' Rajwade. Vel. I. I. and ‘Val ‘VI. HE-l. Sardesal. Peelleeli P"'l"1'"l-
11, given 1T5[l A. D. as the date cf-this treaty, which ls wrnn g.

1' T. Ahmad Ehahi. re; Sarclesai. Panlpat Praltran, 13-lil. I-lcyrever
y,,,,.,.,, ,,,-,,-_l able, the Abdali was ner yet a rnstch fer the Etnperflr. He
ls imlelf was utterly diflident, and did net dream ef marchlnl Ole Delhi-
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parting message in these weeds : "I am faithful re my premise;
but, if yeur master gees back upen the agreement, I am prepared
re fight alsn." Te assure the Indian menarch ef the friendly
intenrien ef the Shah, Qalandar Khan placed the reyal letter en
his head and said that wbeever weuld break the treaty weuld
draw dewn upen himself Getl's vengeance. Emperer Ahmad
Shah then gave the envey leave ef return re his eeuntry, bestew-
ing en him 5,0-U0 Rupees, besides cestly rebes ef heneur en him
and his three cempaniens. *

Accempanied by a hfararha ferce, 50,000 streng, Safdar jang
arrived at Delhi en the 5th May, exactly twelve days after the
igneminieus treaty had been signed by the Emperer. The
Wanifs cherished scheme was re drive the Afghans eut ef the
Paniab and Multan with Maratha assistance and place the latter,
as imperial geverner, in charge ef the nertb-western frnntier
prevince. This policy weuld be, he believed, preductive ef twe
impertant results. The Msrathas weuld naturally resist the
Abdali advance re their new rafter, and the Emperer weuld be
relieved ef the treuble and expense ef defending his frentier in
that directien. As seen as this plan had materialised Safdar
jang wanted re push en re Kabul and bring back Afghanistan
alse under the lviughal sway. But if the Marathas, disregarding
the treaty ebligatiens, were re preve selfish he weuld use the
Raiputs as a ceunrerpeise against them and dcspatch Bakbt
Sing]: and ether Rajas re held the line ef the Narmada se as re
keep the Iriararha predatery activities cenfined re the snuth ef
that river.1' Te his great surprise, hewever, he learnt frem
javed Khan the very next merning ef his arrival that the pre-
vinces in qucstien had been ceded re the enemy less than a ferr-
night befere. Se greatly was the Waair incensed against the
imbecile cenduet ef the Ceurt that he remained encamped eut-
side the city and pretested against the disgraceful treaty made
in his absence, urging the Mugbal severeign re recever the

"' Delhi Chrentcle, T0---‘I1 ; T. Ahmad Ehahi,33l-3!-ll ;Siyar.
In. sat.

1 smart. st,
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territnry frnm Lahnre tn Kabul with Maratha help.* But Javed
Khan vignrnusly nppnsed the Waair’s scheme and caused the
Ynuthful Ahmad Shah tn be absnrbed in mnre agreeable pastimes-
Safdar jang represented that, in enmpliance with the repeated
imperial nrders, he had brnught Malhar Ran Hnlkar nn the
prnmise nf fifty lahhs nf Rupees, and his demands wnuld have
tn be fulfilled, whether a campaign against the Abdali were tn be
undertaken nr nnt. Yet the Empernr was nnt disturbed, and
the Waeir, finding the treaty with the Marathas turned intn 1
scrap nf paper and the whnle nf his scheme utterly frustrated,
sat sullen and exasperated in his tents nn the bank nf the
Yamuna.

As snnn as the news had leaked nut that the engagement
with them was nnt likely tn he fulfilled, the lviarathas began tn
plunder the villages arnunti Delhi. Everv mnrning they wnuld issue
nut nf their camp in small fnraging parties, ravage the cnuntry
as far as they cnuld reaeh and return laden with plunder in the
evening. Mnst nf the villages tn a distance nf fnrty miles all
rnund Delhi were plundered, and the capital itself lay at their
mercy. Terrified at the pnssible fate nf the imperial city, ]aved
Khan was nbliged tn have reenurse tn an eapetiient nf satisfying
the Maratha claims and getting the Cnurt nut nf the impasse.
He get Ghaei-ud~din Khan Firna jang, the eldest sell Of 111":
late Niaam-ul-mull: appninted tn the si: rrrlsrr nf the Deccan ell
the latter’s prnmising tn fulfil the financial nbligatinns tn the
Marathas, nnw reduced by mutual agreement frnm fifty tn thirty
lakhs nf rupees, in lieu nf fee fnr his appnintrnent. Halhar
Ran, aneinus tn relieve the Peshwa (whn was,at this time,del'eat-
ed by Salabat jang near Pnnna} nf his diflicnlties in the Deceafl,
prnmptly agreed tn assist Firna Jang against his vnunger brnrher
iSaIabat Jang whn was ruling at Haidrabad with Fteneb help-
Tn get rid nf the presence nf the rnving bands nf the Deceanis,
javed Khan paid Malhar Ran an additinnal sum nf a few lskhs
nf rupees frnm the imperial treasury, and speedily gnt the patent
nf appninrment nf Fire: Jang issued en 14th nf May, 175.3-
Thereu nn, the Marathas left the vicinity nf Delhi the same day,P

-T..sss==sssna,‘s-tbssssss. " .
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and Firne Jang alsn began his march tn the Deccan a few days
later.‘

New that the Maratha qucstinn had been snlved and the
Abdali had retired tn Afghanistan, the refugee citiaens nf Delhi
came baelt tn their hnmes. The Empernr sent wnrd tn Safdar
Jang alsn, whn had all this while remained encamped nn the
river bank, tn return tn the city and enter his mansinn. Taking
advantage nf his master‘s aneiety tn appease him, the Waair
requested fnr the remissinn nf the revenue nf the preceding twn
years due frnm Awadh and Allahabad, his plea being that he
had nnt been able tn realise anything nwing tn the Pathan distur-
bance in the previnces. He further begged the Empernr tn
transfer tn him all the iagir lands in his sneer and appoint
Raiendra Girl Gnsain, fargfalsr nf Saharanpur and twn nf his nther
favnurite nffieers tn Etawa and Knra respectively, bnth the dis-
tricts heing crnwn lands till that time. Empernr Ahnriad Shah
reluctantly granted all the ahnve requests and Safdar jang enter-
ed Delhi with an air nf satisfaetinn en 12th July, 1752.1"

4--Mnanea es jsven Kflste, first Set-rrureea, 1752
Safdar Jang nnw fnund that he_was left Waair in name nnly.

hll the authnrity and prestige nf his nfiicc had passed intn the
hands of Javed Khan whn, in alliance with the queen-mnther,
was keeping the senseless Etnpernr under his tutelage and
was transacting all impertant business nf the state. Frnm the
very day nf the Waair's appnintment, the cunning greedy eunuch
hid been thwarting Safdar ]ang"s schemes tn re-establish the

H- Delhi Chrnnicle. ‘H ;T- Ahmad Shahi, 35 ;Siyar HI BE‘! ;T.M-
If-3b s Hadiqat-ul-slam, II. ;235-36 t Patten Yadi etc. letter Ne. 102 s
Purandar Daftsr Vnl.I 223.

Nasir Iang was murdered nu 15th December.1'i'5Ul "id Hf": -lull
nnrninatedtn the Deccan nn 31st January, H51. Cln Ist Febr1.1aI'i"- 17511 1'"-i
was given leave tn depart fer his IHIHH. but II he WEI I-"sable ID Pi? Ill‘-
‘eleelive psshlmsh nf I ltatnres and 30 lalthl Bf HIPE-ell hfi did nu‘ 1”“:
Delhi. ‘Meanwhile Zuifiqar lung was dismissed frnm the WI‘ ‘Ff M“
-Bakhshi which was cnnferred en Fires Ian; en llth lune. In May, I753. he
.I"asse-qppniutetltn thefieecan en hisnrnmisete ear h+islhsr1i-is 301131‘
ef rupees ( Ts Ahmad filuhi ,35 and 3?fl tfielhl clpflfliillt 51» 5331)-

1‘Tt.Ahmsd Eihaht,3-Ba sndh. - i '
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imperial authnrity in the previnces, and cnncerting measures tn
bring abnut his dismissal and dnwn-fall. During the lll?axir's
absence in the Ruhelkhand campaign, he had usurped pnwer tn
appnint and dismiss a chief cnmmander nf the imperial fnrces,
make war nr peace with a fnreign cnuntry and raise an humble
individual nf lnw nrigin tn the Mughal peerage. At his instiga-
tiflfls the 'Wazir’s friend and partisan, Zulfiqar jang [whn was a
Shia like himself) was dismissed frnm the pnst nf Mir Balthshi
and Ghaai-ud-din Khan Firna ]ang, a pillar nf the Turani party,
was nnminated tn fill the vacancy; nn his advice, the Panjab and
Multan were ceded tn the Abdali, and nn his recnmmendatinn
Udham Bai’s uncle, Aman Khan, a lnw musician by birth and
prnfcssinn, was cnnnhled with the title nf Muatqad-ud-daula and
the ranlt nf 7,000 hnrse and raised tn a status cf equality with
the biggest nnhles nf the Cnurt. All this was highly ntfensive
tn the Waair whn wnuld nnt tnlerate the idea nf a partner in the
direetinn nf Gnvernment. Nay, he was cnmpelled tn feel that
he cnuld nnt functinn as ‘Waair sn lnng as this pnwerful eunuch
was allnwed tn remain at the cnurt. Nnr was Javed Khan will-
ing tn part with pnwer and his held nn the ynuthful Empernr-.
Thus, these twn persnnages became deadly enemies, each waiting
fnr a suitable nppnrtunity tn nust the nther frnm the cnurt.

Frnm the day nf Safdar ]ang's return tn Delhi the relatinns
between him and javed Khan were cnmpletely embittered. On
12th July, 1752, when the Waair was returning frnm his camp
nn the nppnsite side nf the Yamuna tn his residence in the city,
Iaved Khan wishing tn extract a respectful visit frnm him went
and sat in the Anguri garden which lay nn the way tn the fnr-
mer's hnuse. Unwilling tn pay cnurt tn the eunuch, Safdar
Iang marched straight nn tn the city, withnut minding Javed
Khaifs presence. This was ten much fnr the prnud and all-
pnwcrful eunuch. Immediately inviting Ballu ]at, whn happened
tn'bc in Delhi at the time, he artfully seduced him frnm Safdar
]ang's friendship and appninted him fegidar nf Silrandrabad,
Empernr"s privy purse estate (jail-i-fiber), with instructiens tn
seize it frnm its ‘rightful faqjder withnut delay. Only a few days
after his investiture, the jat crnssed nver tn Sihaadra, defeated
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Qamar Ali, the oflicer in charge, slew his son and forcibly wrest-
ed the district from his hands. He then began a reign of terror
plundering whatever he could, digging up the floors of the
houses of rich men and torturing merchants tn extort money
from them. Sikandrabad being only 32 miles [snuth-cast) from
Delhi, the news of these oppressions reached the imperial court
the very same night. Safdar _]ang who was present at the audi-
ence asked javed Khan “What is this aifair P If you have con-
ferred the fcryfderi on Ballu, why is he causing the slaughter of so
many men, and plundering their property P If, however, he has
dnne all this without your permission, I am marching tn the
place and will bring him a prisoner.“ The Khan evading a reply
tn this straight question, said that he himself would go tn punish
the man. But, next day, he only despatched a small force under
his jeernder Nar Singh Ran with pnsitive orders not tn fight
except in case of extreme necessity. Nar Singh alln wed Balln tn
escape with all his booty tn the iort of Dankaur,* situated about
15 miles cast of Ballamgarh, in Javed Khan's personal iagir.
The Waair's force under Raiendra Giri arriving meanwhile op-
ened an oifensive against Ballu. But the clever jar, without
risking a battle in the open, cnllected a few boats, crossed the
Yamuna and marched safely back tn Ballamgarb. Raiendra Giri
remrned tn his master with out having been able tn chastise Ballu
for ravaging the Empcror’s privy-purse dnmain which lay very
clnse tn Delhi. The Waair was helpless. He charged Javed Khan,
in open court, with having instigated the miscrcant tn perpetrate
the crimes. The eunuch became silent and hung his head down
in shame.'l'

The Ballu-]at episode proved to be the last straw on the
camel's hack, Safdar ]ang felt that either he must retire intn
private life or contrive the eunuch"s tntal destruction. Expe-
rienced in the art of treacherous assassination, he resolved in a
fit of extreme exasperation tn get rid of javed Khan's interfe-
rence nnce fnr all by securing his murder, justifying his cnnduct

"" For Siltandrabad and Danhaur sec sheet 1"'lo- 53 H.
1' T. Ahmad Shahlt deb-4nb ; Shakit. 1'1. The last named work

saistaltingly gives Surajmal instead of Ballia
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on the plea that an open battle would cause much loss of life
and money. To avoid the possibility of a rising which might
-follow the murder of the Emperor"s great favourite, he secretly
made military preparations and invited his stead-fast ally,
E-uraimai of Bhatatpur. Accompanied by Ballu and an agent of
Maharaja Iviadho Singh of jaiput and their forces, Sutaimal
arrived and encamped near the temple of Kallta-Devi, close to
the modern Clltolah Railway Station, sis miles south of Delhi.
Both ]aved Khan and Safdar jang wanted that these notables
-should see him first and make their representations to the Empe-
ror through him alone. At last, it was decided with the Empe-
ror's permission that both the ‘Waair and ]avcd Khan should
together grant interviews to the ]at chief and his companions
at Safdar ]ang"s residence and 6th September, H52, was fixed
-for it. This day, the Waair sent a polite invitation to ]aved
-Khan to breakfast with him and, at the same time posted some
~of his faithful troops in his house with the utmost secrecy and
precaution. On ]aved Khan’s arrival, the Waair received him
with much apparent cordialtty, and both dined at the same table.
Suraimal arrived in the afternoon, and then they held consulta-
tions for some time. Sometime after the Waair gave his hand
tn the guest and conducted him to a private room in a hation
of his mansion which was known as MflChhi'Bhiw3flr fin Th‘-i
pretext of taking his counsel about Surajmal in private. AI
soon as they had lifted up the curtain and entered into the room,
Safdar jang uttered one or two ironical expressions, and assum-
ing a tone of aspersity, referred to javed Khan’s meddling in the
state affairs. But, before the conversation could become very
unpleasant the ‘iiiaair got up to go to his earns. just then Ali
Egg Khan jarji (according to another Muhammad Mi ]atji),
the murderer of Raja Prathipat, in company with a few iron-clad
Mughali, suddenly appeared from behind. In the twinkling of
an we he plunged his dagger into ]aved_ K.han’s stomach and
his companions despatched the eunuch in an instant with their
daggers and swords. _ Cutting off his heads ‘hi? thin‘ it down
the gate of the house, where were crowding the "I'ie-tirn.'|I un.
suspecting retainers, and his trunlt on the haul: of Yamaha-
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At this tragic occurrence Javed Khan's men were alarmed and
fled away in the utmost confusion. But many of them were
overtaken and plundered by the Wsair"s Mughals and had cha-
racters of the city*.

Iaved Khan, who thus met with a tragic end, was originally
a low horn slave, but had, by reason of his smooth tongue,
pushing habits and intimacy with Queen Udham Bai, risen to be
assistant superintendent of the imperial dnrew and diwan of
Begam's jagirs during the reign of Muhammad Shah. On the
accession of Ahmad Shah, the only son of his beloved. he was
first raised to the menses of 6,000, neat appointed superinten-
dent of the Privy Audience Chamber, and then in addition to
his previous oflices, was at once put in charge of several depart-
ments, namely, the Intelligence Department, the Imperial
elephants, the confirmation of grants and appointments, estates
of Begams and the Emperor’s private purse." Finally he became
a def:-daqeri, and was cnnohled with the title of Nawab
Bahadur-— never before given to any noble at the imperial court.

Though totally unlettered and utterly ignorant of war or
civil administration, the Nawab Bahadnr had acquired such
boundless influence over Ahmad Shah’s dull mind that, in actual
wielding of power and prestige, all other ministers including
the Grand Waair became distinctly his subordinates. in fact,
he became the Emperor’s sole adviser and deputy in all matters
of private or public importance. He maintained his hold over
his royal master by keeping him immersed in pleasures and by
pondering to his vices. Hereditary nobles felt insulted at being
placed under the orders of this slave upstart who, in his Iilfflr

t '1'. items sane. -lion-41h t Abdulkarim, te-eh-1=v== :1‘. Mi. Hie 111'-=1
h t Siyar. III Bro ; Delhi Chronicle, ‘is ; Tahslr. 1?!-lb t Shaltir. ‘H :HI-Ii
Ciharan , 'loEin ; hi. U. I. 36? ; Ahwel, ii-15:1. Imad. no, flihdulkarlm, 1v9v r
Ind Aaad, E5, lay that the Emperor directed the ‘Waeit to have lived Khlfl
killed, which aeernl to he unlikely.

When they heard of the murder, the men outside the Want‘! house
created n greet commotion. Thinking that Surajmaflwas alto murdered the
llt troenlaurroururled Safdar lnng‘: house. The? 15ilP'="¢d villi? Wb-Q“
5llIIjIltllhld eome out and showed his face 'ro‘them.( Eve T. 5-1'I-Illllil
slant, 411->1
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oflended at their aristocratic aloofness, contrived to bring thern
mm mllil Iliiflvollr, and surrounded himself by smaller nobles
for whom he obtained promotions and jagira. But the gufluflh
was hated most for his inordinate greed for money, and his very
intimate relations with the queen mother, Udham Bai, over
whom he had acquired perfect control. In defiance of all
etiquette and rules of the Mughal seraglio, he spent his nights
in the company of Ahmad Shah’s mother in the imperial sersm.
The scandal at last became public, and was freely talked about
in the lanes and begets of Delhi.*

5-Savnaa Jane ovennns rt-ta tssvcatat vsstttv
.ll..1"ilD CDUIIT I FAILURE IDF I-I15 ADMINISTRATION

The rnurder of Javed Khan was productive of results the
contrary of which had been eapected by. Safdar ]ang. The Waair
had hoped that, after the all powerful eunuch's removal, he
would acquire an ascendancy at court and complete hold over
the Emperor’s mind, and with no intriguing rival to thwart his
schemes, he would have a clear field for his activities for self-
aggrandisement. But that was not to be. "‘iiThen the news
reached the Emperor," writes author of the Tarilth-i-Ahmad
Shahi, "he was much perplexed. Meanwhile, Khwaia Tamhifl
the ‘Waair"s agent, came to the palace-fort at the head of a big
army, had an audience with the Emperor through the eegir
Ron-i-afeun Khan and oifered the Waeir’s etteuses and apologies
for the audacious act. He reassured the Emperor, in every way
possible, of the Waeir’s readiness to loyally carry out EV"?
order of his, and returned with a reply.......The EmP"'-7“
and his mother were filled with grief. It is said that Udhlflil
Bai observed rites of mourning, put on white roll-‘vi ind ifiilk
off iewels and ornaments from her hands and neck [as if she hid
really became a widow only now]. But the F-fl5_'Pfl"-7‘: “id
nothing to anybody about this matter.”'[' The rmpertpue queen-
mother the tron of the deceased. "‘=11 ‘°P'°"ll' '~5h-lblmd ha:I P“

epm. ]“.,,;|1{hen’s '-life lee. T. Ahmad Shahi, Hli-I155. “abs 5551
iss, ‘lee . Delhi Chronicle. 39. 44. B1. 1'3 51-nklr. 34-H. fi3.'i1i5""+
HI. EH, Boa. . .
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highest displeasure at the crime and Ahmad Shah turned his
heart away from the ‘Waair in disgust and alarm. Inspire of
Safdar _]ang's excuses, the imperial family was completely alienated
from him, and the Emperor, always accustomed to lean on
others, now began extending his favours to the Waair"s enemies
and finally fell completely into the hands of Intiaam-ud-daula
and his companions. This was brought about only gradually,
Safdar ]ang’s co ndulct during the next seven months being no
-less responsible for the result than his original crime itself.

Safdar _]ang’s grasping conduct after the murder of javed
Khan became like that of a selfish dictator, caring for nothing
else but personal domination at the Court and in the realm. On
the very day of the heinous crime, he made arrangements for
escheating the deceased’s property and estate and appointed his
own men to see that nothing was displaced or secreted during
the change of masters. He placed the imperial work-shops,
which had been in charge of Javed Khan, under the control of
his own nominees. Not content with these measures, the Waair
arrested Lutf All Khan the eunuch's eiiwee, and Ismail his perso-
nal valet, to make them disgorge their master's buried treasures.*
This done, he proceeded to secure his hold over the imperial
fort and surround Ahmad Shah’s person by his own creatures.
First, he appointed one of his trusted captains, Abu Turab Khan,
commandant (gifadm‘) of the fort in place of Haji Muhammad, a
loyal hereditary servant of the Emperor, with positive instruc-
tions not to admit anybody armed or on horseback eacept his own
partisans. Theo, he posted Kishan Narayan, son of his loyal
agent Raia Lachhimi Narayan, at the gate of the Privy Council
{Dimes Kent) to restict admission to the presence of the Empe-
rnr.'|' While these two agents and their assistants were so
strictly and literally carrying out the W-'aair‘s orders that no
noble or ofiicial who was not his partisan could have access to
the Emperor or even eome inside the fort, Safdar jang remained
in his own mansion, summoning the imperial clerks and officers
and transacting state business there.:i:
 I

"' .T. Ahmad Shahi, aan. , . t _
I T. flhmnd Shahi, aab.
1 T. Ahmad Shahi, aan,
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Ahmad Shah now realised that he had been reduced to the
status of a captive, immured within the four walls of the palace
and cut ofl' from the society outside. On Friday, the 15th
3eptember, U52 he rode out to say his prayers in the wooden
mosque inside the fort, but no noble except a few favourite
ofilcers of the Waair like Khwaja Tamkin Khan, Kishan Narayan,
and one or two others and the pegs‘ attended the royal retinue.
At the time of entering back into the palace, the Emperor asked
Kishan Narayan, "None of the courtiers who present themselves
at the time of Jerfrer or royal rsrrsgs has turned up today. The
imperial nfllcers appointed for mounting guard also do not come
into the fort. Does the gifader not admit them or has the Wealt-
ul-mumalik forbidden them entree?" Abu Turab Khan sent the
reply, “I admit every body who comes. If none comes, what
can I do P" On Sunday, 17th September, the Emperor held
court, but, inspire of the previous notice, no noble except Shula-
ud-daula attended it. All applied for leave on the plea of illness.
Next day, too, eiarher was held, but again with out any noble
attending it. This day Ahmad Shah conferred on the eegir
Roa-i-afaun Khan some oiiices like the Superintendence of drink-
ing water for Emperor, betel leaves and perfumery-—a1l hold ll?‘
Iaved Khan till his death and must always be enttutted to 1111*
most loyal hands. Some other important departments in charge
of ]aved Khan were given by the Waair to his own men ; and
yet his mind was not composed. Ho tutpvotvd that Udham Bai.
his avowed enemy, was secretly corresponding with the Turani
and Afghan nobles. So, besides keeping a strict watch at the
gates of the imperial berets and restricting idmliilfln if‘ lb‘
queen-motheris presltllt-‘tit. Safdar ling "int Eight “amen 55"“ m
reside in the royal seraglio as domestic servants and find out
the contents of all letters sent out of it, Udham Bil W35 hlhllli
enraged at this audacious act and dismissed the women with
rewards. Growing H101"! 5l15F'l‘-ilm-is than being‘ Said“ ‘lnng sat
sullen in his house and sent word that he would not go to the
oourt unless the fullest assurances, were given about his safer?-
g_,g.;_,,,¢,;¢1¢aa as Ahmad Shah was, he had to bend before the
determination of the Waair. Taking hi‘ mmhfi with him ht
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paid a visit to the latrer’s house on Saturday, 23rd September,
assured him of his confidence and support and brought him to
the fort, giving him lmve to return from the gate of the Diwan
Khas. Yet, the iliaair does not appear to have been fully satis-
fied. The Emperor had, therefore, to yield further, and promise
not to make any appointments without his consent. Accordingly,
the Waair nominated several of his favourites to minor yet impor-
tant posts in the fort and outside, and old imperial servants were
obliged to make room for them. On the 29th of September,
the Emperor conferred on Shula-ud-daula, the ‘Waeir’s son, four
important ofiices held by Javed Khan, namely, Belhtlrllirlrtjb sf
Andie, superintendentship of confirmation of appointments and
grants, command of macebeares and the charge of personal rid-
ing establishment ( jifee Kile: ). Now, for the first time after
the murder of javed Khan, Safdar Jang repaired to the Court on
Sunday, the lst October. Imad-ul-mulk and Samsam-ud-daula,
( son of Khan Dauran Samsam-ud-daula, Muhammad Shah's Mir
Balthshi ) who outwardly professed to be the ‘Wazir's partisans,
also attended the Court this day, lntiaam-ud-daula still absenting
himself on the plea of illness. The Waeir, now enjoying full
powers for the first time since his elevation to chancellorship,
filled during the next few months whatever offices he thought
necessary by his own nominees. On the death of Firoa Jang,
he got the former's son Shihab-ud-din appointed Mir Bakhshi
with the title of Amir-ul-umra Imad-ul-mulk Ghasi-ud-din
Khan Bahadur on 12th December, 1752. On 1st January, 1153,
his own son Shuja-ul-d aula was appointed Superintendent of the
Privy Audience Chamber ( Gberellrhese ) in addition to the
pluralities already conferred on him. On the 14th, he raised
Saad-ullah to the post of fourth Bakhshi, and only three days
later he pushed Miraa Ali Khan, Shula-ud-daul.a"s brother-in-law,
to the office of third Bakhshi. The Emperor’s person was thus
surrounded by the Waeir"s creatures and the court filled with
his relations, favourites, and minions. Ahmad Shah was alarmed,
but durst not do anything * for sometime.

" T. Ahmad Shahi, .-rah.-.t3 b; Delhi Chronicle, '33-'75.
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Safdar']ang had already antagonised most of the hereditary
and powerful nobles at the Court and in the provinces. Instead
of keeping his colleagues contented, he followed from the
beginning of his administration the policy of not allowing any
body to be rich and powerful [ se Alla»-e.tr ls‘ dare rwrabg
showed]. 1- Months had not elapsed since his installation as
waair, and he had deprived Intiaam-ud-tlaula of the district of
Sarhind the revenues of which had been assigned to him in lieu
of pay of 5,000 Turani Mughal troops. He had secured to him-
self the transfer of rich hereditary iagirs held by Fires jang,
Intisam-ud-daula and a few other Turani nobles, setting the
whole race of the Central Asian Sunni Mughals against him. 1:
Similarly, he had driven the Ruhela and Bangash Pathans and
their kins-meu—who formed the most important element of the
Muslim population of India, next only to the Turanis—to be his
implacable enemies. No doubt, Safdar jang still enioyed the
services of some Jessi oflicers, but they were only a few self-
seeking individuals. The only class of Indian Muslims on whom
he could rely for support was the sniall minority ofhis co-reli-
gionists, the Shier. Among this class there was, at this critical
time, only one great noble, namely Sadat Khan Zulfiqar Jang,
who was dismissed sometime back from Mir Bakhshi's post and
as-aa Being in forced retirement and poverty since June, H51.
The ‘Waair was thus left without a powerful friend at the Court.
In the provinces, too, he had but a few allies; he had foolishly
offended such a neighbour as his co-religionist Alivardi Khan of
Bangal as early as 1742 A. D.

The general public was equally dissatisfied. During the long
but imbecile rule of Muhammad Shah the Delhi Government
had gradually run bankrupt and the Emperor had ceased to be
tha manta; of all provincial governors. Now, the policy of self-
iggfandiflflfljflflt followed consistently by Safdar Jang and Javed
Khan and the former’s placing the interest of his own provinces
aboye those of the Empire, had ltd to the break-down of the
 '

1 T. Ahamad s1..1e,1ee.
3 lhid.
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administration-. The ‘Waair, the all-powerful eunuch and their
favourites had set apart for themselves rich estates, their greedy
agents proving more oppressive to the people than hereditary
imperial revenue collectors. Safdar Jang had deprived the petty
-jagirdsrs in Awadh and Allahabad of their estates---their only
means of livelihootl—-by securing their transfer for himself, and-
had usurped all the crown lands in the districts of Etawa and
-Kora jahanabad. He had conferred rich districts upon his
favourites like Rajendta Giri Gosain whose strict impartiality in
revenue collection gave otfence to Muslim aamindars and pious-
Sayyids enjoying preferential treatment for centuries in the past.*
Using his ofiicial position as Chancellor of Exchequer, Safdar
jang was misappropriating revenues of the Empire and spending
them on his personal military establishment, while the imperial
clerks, household servants and troops starved and their salaries
fell two years in arrears. Legitimate demands of the royal forces
remaining nnheeded, the soldiers would often raise a commotion,
stop entrance into and eait from the palace-fort and cut ofi' water
supply to it, and yet their accounts could not he cleared. The
Court historian laments in the agony of his heart : "The Empire
was utterly ruined... ...The ‘Waair took away what he liked from
the revenue of crownlands, and nothing would go to the imperial
treasury. He was an impoverisher of his master... ...The Wazir
was husy setting his own house in order and bent upon hringing
the Empire to ruin."'[‘

The greatest cause of the dis-satisfaction of the people was
the Waair's indifference and inability to protect the country from
internal and external invaders. The Marathas had been threaten-
ing the imperial capital and Ahmad Shah Abdali was medita-
ting a renewal of his invasion of the Panjah. A Maratha army,
3,500 strong, arrived and encamped at Tallratora on 22nd-Octo-
ber,* 1152. The imperial scouts reported in November that the
Abdali monarch had arrived_ at jalalabacl on his way to Lahore
and his general jahan Khan had advanced to the bank of the:

" T. Ahmad Shahi, 4'ib- 451:.
1- T. Tfthnaad Ehahi. 44b t Shaltir, 34-35.
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Indus. Citieens of Lahore were terrified and the richer of th
fled to Delhi with their families and valuables. The Indian
capital, too, was filled with alarm. Safdar jang, the only power-
ful noble at the court, now requested the Emperor to march in
person to oppose the advance of the invader. The resoureelera
Mughal King replied, "I have neither war equipment nor an
army under me to rely upon. If my marching in person can be
of any good I alas: am ready. At present you are the sole centre
of administration. All the country and its income and expendi-
ture are in your hands. Try to collect money to pay the troops
and get ready a war-equipment (for my ruarch)."* The Wait
rained silent at the time; but some days after, when the tum-
ours of the enemy's advance again became current, he proposed
on 13th December that the Emperor should start against him on
the 16th, that day being fixed by astrologers. After consulting
the queen-mother the Emperor sent the reply : "Neither I nor
the Waair possess as a treasure, The condition of the country,
the troops and treasury is evident to him. If it is possible by
exertion to make preparations for the march, I should he inform-
ed so that I may be satisfied and begin the start."1' The Wseir
again could give no reply. In this way more than two months
were wasted. Meanwhile, the King of Afghans arrived at ftttoclt
and sent an agent to demand fifty lakhs of rupees—the tribute
the Delhi Court had agreed to pay by the treaty of April, 1752.
This man reached Delhi on 13th February,1: 1753 and was grant-
ed an audience by the Emperor on the 15th. On 10th February,
another Maratha force, 4,000 in number had come to Delhi and
encamped near the Kalka Dev1"s hilloclr, and Safdar jang, ever
ready to face the Pathan invader from the north west, urged the
Emperor once again to lead an expedition against the Abdali,
lgfggiqg an place his 30,000 troops at the disposal of the Court
and promising to secure the services of 30,000 Marathas within
a fortnight. But the Emperor and Intissm-ud-daula were
P ‘n the overthrow of the ‘Wasir, and, therefore, his schemelottt g

"' T. Ahmad Shahi, ‘ls ll-
'l' Ts Ellll-1'1-ls '16 is

1 Delhi Chronicle. T6.
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was left uuheeded. Now Safdar jang dismissed the Pathan
envoy on 22nd of March and began making preparations for a
civil war against his master.‘

6.--Cot-ssrtascr aostsrsr Saunas. jann : 1-ta rs rtoacnn -ro
Leave Dem-II, Manon, 1753

The popular indignation at Delhi against Safdar ]ar|g's
dictatorship had, by this time, reached its climax, and the inexo-
rable Nemesis was to overtake him now. During the preceding
few moths, s party antagonistic to him had been slowly but
steadily gaining ground and a conspiracy being secretly matured
tn bring about his fall. Compelled by his natural aversion to
business as well as by the Waair's galling bondage, Ahmad Shah
had, after the murder of _]aved Khan, left all the work of admi-
nistration to his mother and was seeking consolation in the
pleasures of the harem. Udham Bai had thus become their
farts head of the Government, transacting all important state
business and granting audience to high ofiicials from behind the
psrJsll.'|' An avowed enemy of Safdar ]ang, she used her posi-
tinn of supreme authority and power to form under her own
leadership a coalition against the Waair, Intiaam-ud-daula
through his clever mother, Shnlapuri Bai instigatiug her to
strike a swift and vigorous blow at their eommon foe 1: [medul-
rnulk, Hisam Khan Satnsatn-utl-daula, (son of Khan Dauran
Samsam-ud-daula of Muhammad Shah's time), hqibat Mahmud
Khan and some other nobles were gmdually won over, and
although outwardly professing to be the Waair's partisans, they
secretly joined the conspiracy against their benefactor. It was
decided that first they should liberate the Emperor by depriving
Safdar ]ang’s son and his creature Abu Turab Khan of the
ofl-ices or Mir Arias and _Qi£sdar of the fort and ending the Wazir‘s
influence in the imperial citadel, and after this they should
concert measures to procure the latter"s dismissal and downfall.

"' T. Ahmad Shahi, -1Tb. 49b ; Selections f tom Peshwa Daftar, Vol. at,
FF‘ 531 5-is 5}-

1' T. Ahmad Shahi, 16 I.
I lm-ad.aa.
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Assured of the full support of the Emperor and the Queen-

mother, Intieam-ud-daula, who had hitherto been only secretly
intriguing and plotting against the fllaair, now thought it- no
longer necessary to conceal his enmity. Even when all other
nobles had been induced to attend at the court, he persistently
refused to enter the fort on the plea that its internal and external
rnanagement was entirely in the hands of Safdar _[ang's men,
and began to enlist troops in anticipation of the coming struggle.
The Waair also became alert and cautious and gave up passing
by Intiaam-ud-daula"s house, lest he should be attacked by the
latter or fired at from within. Delhi was, therefore, filled with
wild rumours and the people apprehended a clash every day.
Clutwardly pretending to he a firm supporter of the Waair,
Ahmad Shah was in secret sympathy with Intisam-ud-daula and
promised him his assistance. Without seriously meaning it, he
was apparently acting as a peace-maker between the rivals. Cine
day, Safdar jang decided to have a joy ride to the Char Bagh.
Informed of tb is, Intiaam-ud-daula also equipped his troops and
prepared to ride to the place. But the waxir discreetly gave up
the idea of the march and the clash was thus avoided that day.
‘On another day, when Shula-ud-daula went on a hunting eli-
cursion towards Wasirabad, the leader of the Turanis mounted
and went to the house of a Mughal captain. The people felrfiil
an immediate out-break of hostilities and so the city was filled
with confusion and tumult, which ceased only after Intixam-ud-
-daula had returned to his mansion. At the midnight of 13th
March, Safdar Jang sent Khwaia Tamkin to warn the Emperor
that ,,,, I|1|;iggm.ud-dnula was making preparations for a night
attack on him, he had also got his troops ready. Upon the
;|3,mPe;n;"e questioning him, Intixam-ud-daula sent a written
-reply that, far from making all!’ P"¢P““n'3'n5 fur in ‘Hick’ hi
hid nut “cu dmm, up such E thing, He possessed no troops,

he added, except a handful of watch-l£==P'=fi" ("'b“”’H"€"'r'“)' Thu
answer did not satisfy Safdar J=I=s- “=1 '=l1= “"'° ““""1' """’5‘“
concentrating their troops in the cit! in mdinfifi fl“ ‘ huh‘
This threw the whole of Delhi is panic; It-=1. asst massive-
rnerchants began transferring tlliil SEEM frnm mm ‘how in
their houses. Richer ciiisens hired Build‘ {'3' lb‘ dim“ of
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their home and hearth. The Msrathas took their stand before
Intizam-ud-daula's house, and the imperial mansabdars and
troops of all descriptions assembled in the fort to defend it,
should the_riot spread there. The emperor sent repeated orders
to the antagonists to disperse their forces. Intiaam-ud-daula
was the first to obey and withdraw his troops on the 14th. The
waxir followed suit on the 16th, and then the commotion in the
city disappeared."‘

Intieam-ud-daula‘s openly declaring himself against the
powerful waair and his determination to fight the matter out
to the end, strengthened the side of the imperialists. Seeing the
centre of opposition opened bya big noble, the discontented
manaabdars and oflieers, who had been quietly waiting for a
convenient opportunity now secretly joined Intiaam-ud-daula.
These enemies of Safdar jang magnified Tamkin Khan's enter-
ing into the fort with his troops at such a late hour as mid-
night of 13th March into a reap dais: designed to arrest the
Emperor and his mother.1' This was enough to enrage the
craven and slothful Ahmad Shah and make him determined to
end the wasir’s control over the palace-fort once and for all by
dismissing Shuja-ud-daula from the post of Chief of Imperial
Artillery and to confer it upon his loyal partisan, Hisam Khan
Samsam-ud-daula. But, afraid of incurring Safdar ]ang's im-
placable enmity, the Khan refused to accept the ofi-ice. Similarly
two other nobles, Saad-ullah Khan and Sayyid All Khan dared
not agree to bell the car. Accordingly, the policy of openly
dismissing Shula-ud-daula. was discarded in favour of one of se-
cretly achieving the same object by a clever and tactful device.
On the 17th of March, on which the Hindu festival of Holi fell
this year, the Emperor summoned Shuja-ud-daula's deputy,
Musawi Khan, Naib-Mir Atish and rebuked him in these
words i--"The commandant of the fort prohibits the entree of
imperial servants into the fort. It has been represented to me
that the wa.'tir's men come into the fort, sit down in your ante-
room (behind the oflice of deputy-hfir Atish) and admit whom-

"' T. fihlflad shithi, 454 Ind ll.
_ 'l'T. hi. 15$h'I_sfin ; Shailr, ‘II-
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aoever they like. What do you call all this P" Musawi Khan
was filled with fear and could say nothing except utter a few
words of excuses. The imperial censure was enough to under-
mine his authority ; the officers of the imperial tspkbane ceased
going to him for their orders.*

But this was only a prelude to the carefully planned reap
e”si‘sr which the imperialists had decided to engineer in the
course of the same evening (l'l'th March). Hardly had one-
fourth of the night passed, when they raised a false alarm that
the waair was coming to attack the imperial fort and enter it
with a big force. This caused a great commotion in the city as
well as in the fort. The imperial mansabdars, ofiiccrs and troops
armed themselves for its defence, and the Emperor ordered all
the oficers and troops of the artillery department to array them-
selves in battle order outside the fort. The qiladar Abu Turab
Khan who, too, had taken his post outside fled to the waait’s
house to inform him of the state of afl'airs. Hardly was his
back turned when those of Safdar ]ang"s men who were still
inside were turned out of the fort and its gates closed at fihmld
Shah's orders. The waair was, thus, deprived of the vfllltflllfld
of the palace-fort by a bold stroke of policy. The big pieces
of cannon arranged on the battlemcnts of the fort Will! fill‘!
loaded and turned towards Safdar ]ang’s house.'j'

When the day dawned on the 18th of March, the people
learnt the truth and so the tumult in the city subsided immedi-
ately. As for Safdar jang, finding himself outm anoeuvrediand
his mansion within range of gun-fire from the fort. hi ‘l.‘-‘mild
it for another house he had built at some distance away, With
the object of consoling him, the Emperor, this days Ptfifinttd
him, with . nos... worn bi’ timid?» “""=*' SM“' ' th
jang accepted respectfully. But he sent a petition toll I-‘
Emperor, requesting permission to go to his PI¢'""¢¢'-
 '

s T. Ahmad Ehahl. 4%. 5, _
11". Ahmad sane, on , Delhi Chronicle, ‘ts .'r. st. nib-I5 .

Si-p-if Thd ll.“ Illflllii walk ii“ thlt ‘ht I I .11* ' met rt
lslusawt Khan to catty 1 hm‘ ‘ll lb‘ w"d" ma whn ht Ht U '
htsinenweretumedout ofir. ,
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He wrote, “As Your Maiesty's heart bu, there dag,
him tum“! aw‘? {mm 51¢» it is better that you should
Md“ m'=t° 8" in any place you.piease. Our of my eaah
“'5 ‘HEW W11 may pay my troops and the remaining you may
attach to the imperial treasury. You may confer the wflzijghip
Zed other offices on whomsoever you please. The Waair was

cludgd bl’ th‘= thflugt that this would frighten the craven
Emperor and make him change his attitude towards him. But

Ahmad Shah 1"3"3'k“d "PUB 5flf11at _Isng’s petition as a piece of
““'=‘P=¢i=dlF good fortune, took him at his word and forthwith
Bfim:'=d_hi5 request. Pvfifuitting him to go to his saber. but
m=“'i1'3'n1'1E not a word about his oflices and property. The
Waarr was not prepared for such an order ; but he had now no
lliflflltive between obedience and open hostility. So, on 22nd
Bf Mirth. he gave eeege to the Abdaliis agent and, on the 23rd,,
sent out his own advance tents to Waeirabad, on the Yumuna,
3 miles north of Delhi. But he did not begin his march that
day on the pretext of wantiof means of transport and porters.*

On the day of the reap d'r1'e1' of the 17th March and, even
once before it, Safdar Jang bad made _two successive attempts
to arrive at a reconciliation with Intiaam-ud-Daula and failing
that to get rid of him like Javed Khan. On both these ocea-
sions he sent Imad-ud-Mullt, whom be bad raised to the second
rnost important and responsible office in the Empire, as his
envoy to Intieam-ud-Daula’s_lhouse to negotiate terms with him.
But this ungrateful young man secretly came to an understand-
ing with his maternal unele (Intieam-ud-Daula] and although
UPHIIF Plfifviiiflg to be the ‘Wazir’s follower, be really joined
the deadliest enemy of his benefactor. Getting scent of the
danger, Intiaam-ud-Dania refused to accept the Waeir"s
invitation to o to his housei‘, and he, Imad-nil-Mulk andE

" T- hhmld iihahi. 49-a-49b; Abdul Karim, re9b ; Shaking: tHarl-
ehatan. 4 Bb ; T.hi, use ;Siyar, 111 s91,

1 1*. Ame! Shahi, -Ha and Bab ;T M. 155:1 and l55b.
‘While departing for the Deccan in May, 1?5a, Piror Iaog, had

entrusted his young eon, Shihab-ud-Din, to the care of Eifdar lang. The
Warir get the ‘boy appointed Naib Mir-Bakhabl. Fitot llul died ll
fturangabad and when tha newa reached Delhi on lflth October, 175$»
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ftzrnflludgfiiaula with ghpd Empero:'a~ iennsent, hegan hatching
invite th: lilattflraiagnzfjnfa ar yang s life. -Thtlll Plan was to

‘ i erence tn the Imperial fort, make away
with him and get Intieam-ud-Daula appointed llliaair. They
requested Hapuji Mahacleva, the Marathi Valtil, to send 5,000
troops to the fort to be kept in readiness against an emergency.
This request was complied with. But, luckily for the Warir,
Halilka-uh-Zamani, the Emperor’s step-mother, to whom had
leaked out the news of the plot, flggfgljlp 5;,-,t Safdar ‘hug 1
letter informing him of the treachery and warning him against
paying any visits to the fort.*

Realizing that the situation had passed beyond the stage of
negotiations, Safdar _]ang now decided to quit Delhi, fig the
25th of March, Ahmad Shah and his mother, ansious to expedite
the ‘ii’-"'aair‘s match, sent him the customary robes of honour and
presents ofthe formal ceremony of leave-giving. So he reluc-
tantly left the imperial city in the midst of rains on 26th of iviareh,
‘I753, with his family and baggage and proceeded by the road
along the bank of the Yamuna. Cln reaching opposite to the
imperial citadel, he got down from his elephant and made a
customary bow towards it. The light drops of rain mingled
with the teats in his eyes, and the astrologers rightly predicted
that he would never return to Delhi.‘l* First he set up his tents
at Takia Majnun and then moved on to Ismail Khan's Garden,

Ehihab-ud-Din, tutored by his steward fiqibat Mahmud, went at once to the
W'arir'e houae,spent there the whole night and half of the neat da'f ll!
weeping. Safclarlang toolt pity on him, made him exchange turban: with
Shujasuci-Daula and agreed to treat him as a son. Even the Watir’a wife
remained unveiled before Shihab like a mother before her Ion. Safdar
]ang prevented Firor ]ang‘a property from being confiacated by the
Emperor and got Shihab appointed hilt-Balththi with the title of Irnarl-uh
Hulk r'i.mir-ul-Umta. Bur this ungrateful youth, forgetting all the favoula
hgflphd upon him hy the ‘Warir, joined Intiram-of-l-Danie to encompatr bll
benefactor‘: ruin. See, ‘iiyar, III, E‘-Bo ; T. hi. i5Ea ; M. U- II, B3?
Shaitlr, Ed t Abdul Karim, tron timed, oa-63.

"A,ntajl hlanlterhwarb. letter, dated Idth Hatch, H53 in Patten
Yqdi,lJ'ni. 11. B5; also quoted in Sarderai, Panipat , p. I9.

' 7 T. at lice ,1 Delhi Chean1cle.l'5; Harleharau. evil-
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about Gmiles north-west of Delhi, still fondly hoping that the
Emperor would recall him to court. In this hope, he lingered
for weeks in the vicinity of Delhi, moving sometimes from
right to left and sometimes'from left to right, and postponing
his departure to his radar on the plea of lack of porters and
means of transport. But when he found no change in the
Empcror’s attitude, he felt compelled to prepare for battle, and
summon Rajendra Girl Gosain and Surajmal Jar to his
assistance!

'i'—Pa1ct-aaarteras trans son .s Cora-res':r

After the ‘Waeir"s withdrawal from Delhi, the Emperor every
day sent messages to expedite his march to Awadh. Growing
gradually hopeless ofbeing recalled, Safdar Jang refused to march
and replied, "Where does the Emperor send me to P Has he appoi-
nted to me some expedition F Have I seized. anything from the
Emperor and have eome here P I have left the city and am enca-
mped here. Where should I go to now P" Being powerless to
force the ‘Waxir to retire and his troops clamouring for their pay
which had fallen into arrears for months together, Ahmad Shah
-was inclined towards peace and sent two or three men to Safdar
]ang's camp to negotiate terms with him. But the Waxir"s condition
precedent to peace was nothing short of the utter destruction of
Intixam-ud-Daula a.nd Imad-ul-lviulk, and so, on 29th of April,
he sent back Aqibat Mahmud Khan with a challenge to them
"to come out to fight, if they were men." Yet the Emperor
despatched I-iafix Balrbtawar Khan and Hoshmand Khan on the
mission of peace. But the sensitive Waair made complaints
egainst the two Turani nobles and said bluntly, "I will slay
them any way I can." Next day, the 30th of April, he actually
sent two troopers to shoot his enemies. They fired their mus-
kets at Intiaam-ud-Daula and Imad-ud-Mullt, when the latter,
who were going to Court, had reached the gate of the fort at
9, a. m. But they missed their aim and lied towards the Wazir"s
pump. One of them was captured and beheaded. Imad-ui-

"T. Ahmad Shahi, -Eh-sill: lbid. and .l'tntsji’s letter mentioned
ahova. *,lt
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Mull: was now determined to fight and said, "Now there is open
enmity between me and the Waair, and I must i-lght."*

Even during the course of negotiations both the parties
were raising fresh troops and summoning allies from far and
near. New the preparations began apaee. Inside the city
Intixam-ud-Daula and Imad-ui-Mulk devoted themselves to the
taslr of strengthening the fortification and collecting troops and
materials of war. The former toolr upon himself the work of per-
suading the nobles, their sons and high officials who were living
in voluntary or forced retirement to serve undcr the imperial
banners, while the latter threw himself with his characteristic
vigour and zeal into the task of malting other preparations for
the contest. Udham Bai placed two crores of Rupees at Imad's
disposal and to this he added 70 lakhs from his own pocltet.
He sent letters to the Maratha and Afghan chie'fs tn cnme and
join the Emperor. On the very day of the 'Waxir‘s withdrawal
from Delhi, the imperialists had come out of the city, and
encamped on the sands of the Yamuna below the fort. There
they threw up entrenchments and manned them with their
troops and the _Iat contingent in the imperial service.1‘ Both
the sides made frantic eflorts to obtain the active support of
the Maratha army at Delhi. Hapuji Mahadeva had already had
secret understanding with the Emperor and had agreed to place
5,000 Maratha troops at his disposal in return for which Ahmad
Shah promised to confer on the Peshwa Safdar ]ang"s provinces
of Awadh and Allahabad. But Antaji Mankeshwar, the hiaratha
commander, intrigued both with the Waair and the Emperor.
In the end Mahadeva’s iron-will prevailed and the Deceas-
nis definitely joined the imperialists, rejecting Safdar
_]ang's oifer ofa rich jagir yielding sixteen lakhs annually. Yet
in the beginning the Emperor had no men of npte on his side
except Iniixam-ud-daula, Imad-ul-mulk and the Maratha
commander. Most of the nobles, big and small, had thrown
in their lot with the W'aair1' who bad at the time of his ensuing
from Delhi 25,000 troops under his command.

" T Ahmad Shahi, 501:. 515-
1» T. st. issa.
1 iltnraji hianlteshwafs letter already mentioned.
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B-Savnsa j.iiao's1sts'r.ss.a also nrarucur.-rtas

But Safdar jang rook no ad vantage of his enemy’s weakness
by opening his oifensive with determination and
vigour and forcing him to abandon his plans. Had he done
it, storm would easily have subsided. "I-lad the Waxir sent one
of his able commanders in the beginning of the trouble,"
tightly observes G-hulam Husain Khan, “to bring the two
(Inti.-'tam—ud-daula and Imad-til-mull-:) loaded in chains, the
worlt could easily have been done, for they had then no power
to oflbr any resistance.“ But he bad been labouring uder the
delusion that a mere demonstration of force was enough to
frighten his resourceless rivals into submission and oblige the
weal:-minded Emperor to recall him to Court. For, would he
lilte, the Wazir thought, the useless destruction of the lives and
property of the innocent residents of Delhi ii He discovered,
when it was too late, that his enemies were in dead earnest and
resolved to fight to the bitter end. He was then at his wit's
end and did not know what to do. To fight with the Emperor
was highly improper and damaging to his reputation and was
sure to bring to him the stigma of disloyalty and rank ingra-
titude."" Moreover, most of his own partisans and relations and
almost all his Mughal troops had their permanent homes in
Delhi. These had left their families and property in the city
and in npen war would inevitably leave them at the mercy of
his enemies. Yet Safdar jang was not willing to submit tamely
and suifer dismissal from his provinces as well as from waairship.
In this dilemma he wasted one month and a half. The Turani
nobles, taking full advantage of his vaccilation and inactivity,
gathered a strong force and inspired the imperialists with
cotyrage and hope, A large number of Pathan and Barha Sayyid
solders of fortune, Gujar and Baluchi leaders of mercenaries, and
Rajput soldiers and chic fs,ambitious of a career ofprosperity and
desirous of securing grants of land, joined the Emperor in
preference to Safdar _]ang who had now become a rebel in the
eyes of a vast majority of the people,-f The ‘ii-?aair's huge hosts

"' Abdulkarim, rreh ; Eiyar. Ill. Bilr.
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exhausted his treasures during the period of his inactivity end-
idleness, and it became increasingly diflicult every day to feed
lillcm when the war had protracted on for months together»
Safdar jang had never distinguished himself as a soldier orn
gencral. His weakness and incapacity as a leader of men
hecame apparent when he was pitted against Imad-ul-mullr, an
impetuous unscrupulous youth of extra-ordinary talents, energy
and organising skill, burning to distinguish himself in war Ii
well as in diplomacy.

9.—EaaL1' sraoit o1= THE watt

After about one month's aimless roaming from the west to
eouth, Safdar Jang set up his camp on the 22nd of April neat‘
the gardens of Khirrahad, about sir: miles south of the capital.*
In response to his invitation, Surajmal, who had successfully
completed his expedition to Ghasra, joined him here with
15,000 jat horse on the 1st of Ivlay.-1' From the numerical
superiority of his troops and the vastness of his treasures the
general public and even experienced and soher men believed
that the Wazir would he victorious. Hence Sadat Khan Zulfiqar
jaug, ea:-Mir Balrhshi, who had again been persuaded to talre
service undcr the Emperor at .this critical juncture, went-out of
the city on pretence of a visit to the tomb of Shah-i-Mardatt
and iotned Safdar Jang with his whole family and 5,000 men
on 4th May.:|: Stung with the ingratitude of his royal master,
who had ordered his summary dismissal in june, ITS! and sub-
fectcd him to two years’ forced retirement and poverty, Zulfiqar
jang strongly disapproved of Safdar _Iang"s conduct in having
allowed himself to he turned out of Delhi and urged him strong-
ly to malre a hold attempt to set aside the ignorant and foolish
Emperor and recover control of the Government. The Waeir
replied that he was a loyal and obedient servant and did not haye"
the intention oi turning against his master. Zulfiqar jang new
said that loyalty and obedience had no meaning when the Em-
, 
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peror was not his own master. He was immersed in degrading
vices and had fallen into the hands of youthful upstarts. This speech
produced on the Waeir the effect that it intended to convey,
and he now asked what he should do under the circumsmncea.
The er-Mir Bakhshi advised him to set up somebody on the
throne, fight with Ahmad Shah, and when victorious crown a
prince of the imperial family—an act which was not without a
precedent in the past. Surajmal seconded the proposal.*

Safdar jang had already sent Raiendra Girl on 22nd of April,
to plunder the Jagirs of the Turani nobles, situated near Delhi,
and this had led to a sudden rise in prices in the capital. Now,
Zulfiqar ]ang's taunts stirred him to action and the very neitt
day (5th May) he ordered the Gosain commander to go towards
Batapula and Ismail Khan to go to the village of Nagli near the
Yamuna to attack the houses of the Turani chiefs. This produc-
ed consternation in the city and alarmed the Emperor who wrote
a note with his own hand to Mites Ali Khan, Shula-ud-daula's
brother-in-law, to persuade the ‘Waair to give up his intention,
deputing the venerable Nanir Roaafaun Khan also on the same
mission. But Safdar Jang did not desist and gave no reply.
Neat day (6th May) the Emperor sent Khwaja Bhakhtawat
Khan and Wajih Khan, and then the Warir replied in clear
terms : "Peace is possible only if the posts of Mir Balrhshi and
second Bakhshi and the goveruorship of the Panjab and Multan
are talten away from the Turanis, and given to my own nomi-
nees, and five robes of honour are sent to me so that I may
grant these (as investiture for those posts) to any body I like.
Further, _Itimad-ud-daula (Intir.am- ud-daula) and Irnadul-mull:
must be banished from the Emperor"s presence. Otherwise, to
be sure, to-morrow I shall attack their houses. My force
awaits my orders, and the imperial fort is near and in fact in my
view... ... ...""|'

Ofl-‘ended at this ellrontery, Ahmad Shah formally dismissed
Shuja-ud-daula from all his oflices, including the command of
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the imperial artillery on flth May and appointed Samsam-ud-daula
diff Aiirll, and Khwaja Ahmad He directed Imad-uh
Mulk and Samsam-ud-daula to complete the entrenchments and.
move the batteries on the sand of the river forward, himself
Bltfiflg ready to mount, if Safdar lang were to launch an ol¥en-
sive.* But as the llllaair still believed that in view of the welfagg
Elf the residents of the city the Emperor would not push matrgg;
to extremity, he did not assume a vigorous olfensive. Nor did
he give orders for an open attack on the imperialista.-|- He
directed Suraimal and Raicndra Girl Gosain to attack and plunder
Clld Delhi which had no city wall round it. On the 9th of M;
these leaders and their followers plundered the eastern quarter elf‘
the city near Lal Darwaea (Red Gate), whiqh 1,“, llmufl “Elm
aively populated by poor and middle class persona. [}¢P;iq-,,,;
of all their earthly belongings and rendered utterly homeless, the
poor sulferers fled to the shelter of the walled town of New
Delhi (Shahjahanahad). In the morning of the 10th the plug-
dering hordes of Suraimal were again active and ravaged Sayyid.
wara, Panchkoi, Tarlraganj and Jlhdullanagar near Jaisingbpnra,
In this part of the city there were houses of some rich citizens.
who took up arms in defence of their families and property,
At about half-past three in the evening hntaji blankeshwar and
Shadil Khan with the Maratha and Badakhshi contingents made
a sortie from the imperial entrenchments and attcked Rajendra
Girl who was in charge of the Waeir‘s van. This was the lirat
battle of the civil war. The imperial artillery forced the
Gosain leader to retreat with the loss of many of his followers.
The ]ats would everyday make their appearance in some qnartera
of Old Delhi, and the imperialists would hasten to oppose them,
But as the imperial troops could not reach every place, and
reached only a few quarters in time, the redoubtable jars
within a week sacked and devastated almost the whole of the
Old City. Lakhs of victims of their vulgar greed and fero-
cious tyranny swarmed everywhere in the New City. The
Em etor made temporary arrangements for their accommoda-P
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tinn by vacating several garden houses, such as Sahibahad
garden in Chandni Chowk, "Garden of Thirty Thousand".
(laagb-i- ri-began’) and others.* Thesehorrors of Jar loot popular-
ly called ]at gardi, remained green in the memory of the
inhabitants of Delhi as late as the early years of the lilth century,
when Sayyid Ghulam All was compiling his Imad-us-5aadat.'|'

. 10.--SECOND STAGE DP’ THE WAR

The loot and devastation of Old Delhi led to a final rupture
between lihmad Shah and his Wanir. The infuriated Emperor
banished the idea of a compromise from his mind, formally
dismissed Safdar jang from the office of the First hlinistcr and
appointed Intizam-ul-daula in his place on the 13th of May.
As a reply to this the er-warir, that very day placed an eunuch
of handsome features, sometime before purchased by Shuja-ud-
-daula, on the throne, entitled him “Akbar _Shab, the Just" and
gave him out to be the grand-son of Kam Bakhsh, the youngest
son of Aurangzib.$ He constituted himself waeir, appointed
Sadat Khan Mir Bakhshi and distributed other offices amongst
his favourites. Safdar jang then invested the capital and began
fighting light combats in the streets of Delhi. At his instigation
the jars continued their work of destruction and in a few days
so thoroughly plundered Old Delhi by piece-meal that nothing
was spared, not even the house of Shah Basit, the spiritual
preceptor of Safdar jang, from their merciless hands. The
whole ot the Old City, whose population was a little larger
than that of Shah ]ahan"s town was utterly ruined and was
left without a lamp..]. The er-wazir thus allowed all his
attention to be absorbed by this sort of political brigandage,
and did not think of launching a vigorous oifcnsivc and
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-concentrating his attack at one vulnerable point. In lees than
three weeks, therefore, he found the tables turned against him.

The very day the er-warir enthroned the young pretender,
ill: Emperor sent off letters= to every quarrel; gummgnjflg

a.amindars,era'i!r, rajas and masters of bands of mercenaries to hia
assistance against the disloyal heretic (Safdar Jangj. In a E short
time crowds of eamindars and ambitious soldiers of fortune,
chicily Pathans, Baluchis, hlewatis, Gujars and Batha Sayyida
arrived in large numbers and swelled the ranks of the imperia-
lists. Among the fresh arrivals the most important were
'Chinta~]~ Gujar, Ballu Khan, Bahadur Khan Baluch, Muhammad
Sadiq Khan, son of Saif-ullah Khan, and Najeeh Khan Pathan,
the future rival of Imad-ul-lvlulk. Chinta Gujar at the head of
2,000 troops and 'Najeeh Khan at the head of 15,000
Ruhelas, the natural enemies of Safdar ]ang, joined the
Emperor on 3rd ]une,:|: and turned the tide of the contest in
‘favour of the imperialists.

A lad of only 1'? or I0, lmad-ul-mulk became the supreme
leader of the imperial forces within one month of Safdar ]ang’a
with-drawal from Delhi. With his characteristc energy and
"zeal, be threw himself into the task of increasing the Emperor’a
army by seducing the es-waair"s men with offers of higher pay
and rewards. He issued a proclamation that each one of
Safdar ]ang"s troops belonging to the Sic Registrar would be
given a reward of fifty Rupees besides one month's salary (Rs.
‘S01 in advance, if he left his master to join the imperial service.
Tempted by these offers and afraid of the molestation of their
families left behind in Delhi, the Mughals in the ea:-wasir‘a
service, most of whom were Central iisian Saasir like their
brethren, the Turani nobles, deserted him almost to a man and
enlisted themselves under Imad-ul-mulk who constituted them-
23.,000 in number--into a separate regiment‘, populary known

fLlke the Ruhclas Chlnta was rt predatory rebel. Safdar had more
than nnce aent an army a-raiinat him, but each time he had ltlcoelalilllv
eluded it. [Gulaban-i-Bshar,*fl?'-30 l. H ' ~ '
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as s..s-.-tear Paltan with hiesteward Aqihat Mahmud Khan at
their head. The Mir Bakhshi thought of another clever device:
to undermine the prestige of the er-warir and to win for his
own cause the sympathy and support of the Muslim public of
the country. He declared that war with Safdar jang, a disloyal
heretic (afassmb-harass rafigi} who was fighting against the Khalifa
of the age (Emperor) was a holy war (jihad ) and hence be
called upon all true believers to assemble under the Muhammadi
standard be had set up and assist the imperialists in this meritori-
ous work. At this, thousands of Musalmans of lower orders,
especially the Panjabis and Kashmiris, flocked to the standard,
vowed to fight the er-waeir to the hitter end and created great
enthusiasm in the city.

Imad-ul-mulk further weakened the er-warir by getting the
property and houses of his partisans confiscated and bringing
ruin upon all those citieens of Delhi who were even secretly
' s m thy with Safdar jang. The Mir Bakhshi reported to"1 I P“
the emperor that during the night which followed the 16th of
May cannon-halla and rockets were thrown from the mansion of
Mirna All Khan and Salar jang, brothers-in-law of Shuja-ud-
danla, upon tha imperial trenches which lay near it. This was-
enough for the Emperor to order the arrest of these two nobles,
who, though near relations of the ea:-wasir, were fighting on
behalf of their royal master, and the confiscation of their houses
with all the wealth and valuable furniture that they contained.
The erecution of the orders led to the ruin of a large number
of people who, knowing how closely the two grandees were
connected with the warring parties, had taken refuge in their
houses as the safest places of shelter in Delhi. It also proved
to he a signal for the indescriminate plunder of the houses of
all those’ who were either partisans or servants of Safdar Jang
and even of those who were suspected to have been in any way
connected with the er-warir. Many rich people who had noth-
ingto do with him also fell victim to the vulgar greed of the
imperial ofieers and their over-zealous subordinates. ,
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Seeing that the imperialists were garb; [1-,,,], lflgnuh

"jflffllf. Safdar Jang shook oil his lethargy, and lighting be
with intensity and vigour from both sides. His men ,m,,:::
attacked the city from one side and sometimes from another.
By these tactics he succeeded in wresting Kotila (Kei1n'£e) Fire;
fitbah from the hands of the imperialists during the night of 17th
B May. ‘Entering Old Delhi by the Kabuli Datwaaa, he
succeeded in forcing his way inside the Kotila. Meanwhile
Sadil Khan and Debi Dutta, arriving there through a d1fl'erent
route, attacked Safdar ]ang's men, and fighting lasted till
evening when both sides retired to their trenches. During the
night the es:-waair again attacked and captured the Kotila. Here
Ismail Khan, his chief commander, erected batteries at the top
ofFiror Shah's fort and began discharging his guns at the impe-
rialists encamped at the foot of the fort, their shots falling inside
the palace fort even. The ]ats in the imperial service, whose
entrenchment was near, sufiered heavily; but with the con]
obstinate courage that has ever characterised their race, they
remained firm in their places. Their trample was felldwed
by the imperial Khanaradas who fired big guns arrayed on the
Delhi Darwaaa, the southern gate of the city, and demolished
some of the bations and ramparts of the Kotila, After some days
of distant attillary duel Ismail Khan advanced his batteries and
dug a mine upto the nndemeath of a bastion of the New City
called the Blue Tower, with the object of capturing Intiram-ud-
daula's mansion, situated adjacent to the tower and bordering
on the rampart of New Delhi. He set fire to it in the morning
of the 5th June. Although the whole of the tower did not
blow up, yet more than 200 imperial troops and stone-
cutters were killed from the efl'ect of the erplosiou
and from the fall of the stones of the tower and of a house
near the mansion of lntizam-ud-daula. At this critical time
Safdar ]ang's men made sudden attack from the edge of the
river. These were opposed dy 4,000 troops from the new
Waeifs house. A fierce battle was fought and inapite of
deadly fire frorp the imperial trenches, victory appeared to he
eyithjn the 31,-esp of Safdar ]ang's army. But Imad-ul-mulk,
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Hafiz Balrhtawar Khan, Naleeb Khan Ruhela and other imperi-
alists rushed to the front, put up a most stout resistance and
both sides suiiered heavy losses. Najeeb Khan and his brother
were wounded by bullets, and about four hundred Ruheias lay
dead on the field. Safdar ]ang's assault thus did not succeed,
and the parties remained where they were. Guns went on
doing their work throughout the night, and about two hours
he-fore the day dawned on the 6th June, Ismail Khan left the
Kotils and withdrew to the er-waair's entrenchmentsfli

The imperialists now advanced their batteries and obtained
possession of Kotila Firoz Shah and the Old Fort which is said
to represent the lite of the residence of the Pandavas, the famed
heroes of the Mahabharat. Having mounted big guns on the
top of these two forts which commanded Safdar ]ang's entrench-
ments, they hegan to bombard his trenches. The er-warts
was therefore forced to remove further south and after a few
days‘ fighting he had to abandon his position by the river-side
and retreat to Tailtatora, about 4 miles south of the city. But
he would every day attaelr some part of Delhi or its suburbs
and the imperial troops would hasten to the threatened area and
drive him out. In this irregular fighting the e1-wanir everyday
lost some of his brave troops and in the battle of Idgah which
took place towards the evening of the 12th June a large number
of jar soldiers and some of their chief oflicers lay dead on the
fie1d.*

lmad-ul-mulk went on moving behind Safdar jang, and
almost daily engagements tool: place in which Jars and Nagas
played important parts. Accompanied by his death-defying
followers, the Naga leader, Rajendra Giri would at a convenient
opportunity fall upon the fire-vomitting imperial artillery. slay
some of the enemy gunners and return unhurt to his position.
The credulous public believed that he was expert in with-craft

"' T. Ahmad Shahi, $1'h _5Bn.
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“<1 1===="== W trawl’ Ifllicst bullets. In the evening of the 14:1.
of June this recklessly brave chief met his end at the battle of
Talkatora. At about 9 in the imorning of this day the contend-
5113 fflllf-it appeared. drawn up in hattle array. Safdar Jnng him.
self guiding his men from a distance. In the afternoon hit
Qiailbashes and jars attacked the imperialists. slew a large
number of Maratha and Badakhshi troops. and it seemed that
the ea-warir would inflict a crushing defeat upon them. But
when the battle was raging fiercely. Imad-ul-mull: appeared with
re-inforcements and heartened the dispirited imperialiarg, After I,
hrave struggle the latter succeeded in repelling the enemy. In thin
Rajendra Girl received a wound from s bullet which proved to
he fatal and he died of it the ne:tt day. The bravear and mo";
fearless commander of Safdar ]ang’s army thus sacrificed his
life in the cause of his master.*

Raiendra Girl's death cast a gloom over the er-wa:it's forcea
and none felt the loss more sorely than Safdar jang. For full
ten days he remained utterly inert, and suspended all fighting.
The imperialists also did not move out of their camp. The
Nawab appointed Umrao Giri. chief disciple of the deceased. as
commander of the Naga troops. But he himself did not
personally ride forth in any battle after Rajendts Girl's deathrf

11.--Last rnasa or rue wee

By this time Safdar ]ang's mnks had grown considerably
thinner by reason of numerous desertions from his army. UH
the other hand there was daily aeoession in the number and
strength of the imperial troops. Ruhelss. Guiats. Balurhia,
Sayyids. Hindu zamindars, hiatathas and ts. troops sent hr flsdvlh
Khan of Ruhelkhand. Ahmad Khan Bangash of Fatrakhabad,
the an. of Bikanet. Main-ul-mulk of the Paoiib and “silks
chiefs of various places swelling them to an enormous 55"" ‘if
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about one lalrh of fighting soldiers. To everybody. therefore.
the result of the civil war was a foregone conclusion and Safdar
_'[a:ng's cause utterly hopeless. Hence his important oiiicers and
nets relations also began leaving the cs:-waeir and joining the
Emperor. Even Sher Iang. son of Saadat Khan's elder brother
deserted his cousin and presented himself before the Emperor
on 27th of June. He informed the imperialists that Safdar
Jarlfs army was paralysed. and there was left no powerful chief
in his army eacept Snraimal. and that he too was at heart eager
for peace. if he were pardoned and allowed to remain in posse-
ssion of all his territories. The ]at Raia now made overtures
fnr peace. but owing to the insistence of Imad-ul-mull: to fight"
to the end. these were rejected in toto. All this time desultory
warfare went on and Safdar ]ang was obliged to retreat further
south. sometimes abandoning his baggage into the hands of the
Mm,-athn plunderers.*

On the 1st of July there was a severe action in which artillery
played the chief part. Then Safdar Jang sent his ]at and Naga
troops to fight the Delhi army. In the engagement the imperi-
alists were defeated. The jats pursued the flying enemy. and a
rnrtnitg fight was kept up. By an uoluclty chance. however. a
ball struck Goltul Ram Gaur. chief Bakhshi of Surajmal. and his-
lifeless body fell down the horse. The ea-waair"s victory was
thus turned ‘into a defeat and his army gloomily returned from.
the fielrl.1

Safdar Jang now realised that so long as the enemy had the
shelter of the fort and the city. it was impossible to heat him.
Bo. on the suggestion of Sttrajmal. he left his encampment and
passing via Chiragh-i-Delhi. marched on the 19th July to the
village of Tilpat. 12 miles south-east of the Indian capital. so as
to draw the imperialists to the open plains and engage them
there.$ Imad-ul-mnllr also advanced his trenehea and wen; on
gradually occupying the ground vacated by the es.-waair till he
reached the temple of Katha Devi (near Clkola Railway Station}

' T. Ahmad Shah! 595-511;,
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-and the plain of Khiatabad, some sis miles south of the city.
For some days marching. counter-marching and daily skirmishes
took place. At last on the 25th of July the ]ats attacked the
Rubelas who were besieging the village of Garhi Maidan. A
well-matched encounter lasted for several hours without any
side showing signs of exhaustion or defeat. Eventually the
jats succeeded in beating their equally brave opponents. driving
them from the field with heavy losses and capturing all their
arms and gnns.*

This period of strenuous activity was followed by a few day's
lull during which the rival forces did not move from their places.
fingry at the pusillanimous conduct of the Emperor and the new
‘Wasir to which he ascribed the defeat of 25th jnly. Imad-ul-
mullt nest day returned to Delhi and requested Ahmad Shah in
vain to mount personally for the battle and decide the contest
in one pitched battle, The imperial troops also raised I‘ clamour
for their salaries which had long fallen into arrears. On the
30th ]uly Safdar jang’s army appeared near the canal of Badm-
pur and returned after alight skirmish. Then activities were
again suspended for many a day. after which the es-wanir"a
Qiailbashes. ]sts and Nagas started in readiness for a battle on
19th of August. The imperialists faced the enemy keeping their
artillery in front, and a fiercely well-contested battle was fought
at several places along a line. over three miles in length. from
Tughlaqahad to the hank of the Yamuna. At some places artillery
duels were fought and at others hand to hand fighting tool:
place. in the latter Pathans of Najeeh Khan and jars of Surel-
mal distinguishing themselves most. A. personal encounter took
place between the _]ats and the Harathas at one point in Wllllllll
both sides displayed great valour. But eventually the ]ata were
defeated and one of their chiefs received a spear-thrust. In the
evening the combatants returned to their camps. Nest morning
sgfdgr jang left Faridabad and a few days after retreated beyond
Ballamgath. He dug trenches andlctected batteries at Bellam-
garh. while his camp lay at Siltri. 5 miles further south. lmad-
ol-mulk steadily advanced behind him by slow and gradual__,.__.......................-.-
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.tnarehes. He left Khiarabad on the 26th and passing by Kishan
Dar‘ tank and Badrapur. 16 miles south of Delhi. reached north
of Faridabad on the lst of September. his troops plundering the
town the very day in defiance’ of his orders.*

Imad-ul-ltiulk now began making preparations to capture
Ballamgarh. a very strong outpost between him and the ea-
wasir’s camp at Silrri. But. at this time Najeeb Khan Ruhela.
Bahadur Khan Baluch and Chinta Gujar and their clansmen.
whose pay had for sometime been in arrears. left their trenches
in the front line of the imperial army. went to and took up their
stand at Barapula and began to plunder the Emperofs partisans
and foes alike. Nest day troops of the imperial artillery depart-
ment also left their batteries for Delhi to demand their salaries.
Taking advantage of the absence of so large a number of the
imperialists. Safdar jang collected as many troops as he could
and made a bold and powerful attack on the enemyis entrench-
ments on the 6th of September. But Imad-ul-Mull: with 20.000
horse hurried to re-inforce his men at the batteries. and after the
whole day's fighting defeated the es-waair. On the ’i'th and 3th
Sutajmal's jars. numbering from five to sir thousands. spread
themselves as far north as Kishan Das’ tank. plundering grain
merchants. killing soldiers. capturing their weapons and beasts
of burden and thus cutting oif supplies and re-inforcements to
the imperial army. Seized with despair at the lack of provisions.
absence of the Ruhelas and the Emperor's apathetic conduct.
Imad-ul-mulk quitted his entrenchment on llth September. saw
Ahmad Shah on the neat day and made strong representations
for money and re-inforcement ; but these were left unheaded.
Imad-ul.mullt. therefore. refused to move out of Delhi till
Najeeh Khan and his clansmen had been paid their arrears of
pay and induced to return to the field 1-

Rvallllng that it was impossible to crush the ea-waair
thoroughly single handed. Imad-ul-mull: despatched urgent
 .

‘T. flhmad Shahl. file-flat Delhi Chronicle. ‘Id-T9: .t\utaji's letter.
Iournalnf Bharat Itihas Sanshodhal: lvlandal. ‘llol. Ill. Nos. 2-it Sulan
Chant. mo-ans. .

1' T. Ahmad 511051. 71c-ills .1 Dells! Chronicle. 79. so.
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letters of invitation to Malbar Rao and Jayappa, who were then
in the Deccan, to come speedily to his assistance, for which the
Emperor agreed to pay to the Peshwa one krore of Rupees,
besides the goyernorship of Awadh and Allahabad already pro-
mised to him. But Abroad Shah and his new waair, Inti.r:am-ud-
daula, jealous of Irnad-ul-ls![ull:'s ability and afraid of his being
transformed into another Safdar ]ang, were at heart desirous of
an early peace. Hence they wrote to Madho Sing]: Kachhwaha,
Raja of Jaipur, to come to Delhi and bring about peace, and
not-withstanding the Mir Ba]rhshi'a entreaties to pay ofi‘ the
arrears of salaries of the starving troops and to come to the field
in person, the Emperor did not moye out ofhis capital. Intizam-
ud-daula even readily entertained peace overtures of the enemy
and on the 14th of September scut his agent Lutf-ullah Beg to
the latter's camp to negotiate terms with him. Hence Imad-ul-
ruulk, who had returned to Delhi on the 11th sat angrily in his
housc.*

Seizing this opportunity Safdar Iang and Suraimal boldly
advanced to the north of Faridabad, attaclred the imperial
trenches on the 14th, left by the Mir Balrhsbi at Sarai Khwaja
Balthtawar Khan, Badrapur and other places, defeated the Delhi
army cycry where and carried away corn, oxen and other
equipment. This drew down a yolley of curses upon Safdar Jang
and showers of taunts and of abuse upon Intiaam-ud-daula,
who was an intermediary of peace with the former, from the
angry populace as well as nobles of Delht. Neat, during the
night following the 20th of September the es:-waair's men attack-I
ed from the south of Faridahad the imperial trenches in charge
of Balrhtawar Khan, and at the samc time his Jats, who were
returning after haying escorted Lutf-ullah Beg and Safdar ]ang‘a
own cnyoys to Delhi, charged the imperialists from the north,
and slew a large number of Balrhtawar Khan's troops. Attacked
at once in front and rear the Khan's men were about to give in,
when the were timely re-inforced by the Lahore and BikanctY

" 5hakir.?5 ;J'Lhdul_Kar1m, aflo ;Delhl Chronicle, B3 E T. Ahmld
Elllhl, fin-13!. i
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contingents and Ansell’: Haeetha horse. The tide of battle now
turned against the ea-warir who was forced to accept defeat and
return from the field. This treacherous policy of Safdar jang
caused great indignation at Delhi and led to the break-down of
peace negotiations on 22nd September. 1'

Mean-while news came that Madho Singh and the Marstha
chiefs had started from their respective countries. The
er-waeir also learnt that the Ruhelas had been paid a partnf
their arrears on the 24th, and that the Mir Bakhshi was on his
return march to his entrenchments and was spending the night
following the 23th of September in Naieeb Khan's camp at
Barapula. In order to strike a swift blow before fresh troops
under Imad-ul-mull: could reach the imperialists, Surajmal and
other commanders of Safdar jang with their troops and big and
small pieces of artillery appeared before the entrenchment of the
Delhi army in the morning of the 29th. They launched a vigo-
rous attaclr on the right wing of the imperial trenches, which
were in charge of the Marathas and were not protected by arti-
llery. The hiarathas were defeated with great slaughter. A-bu
Turab Khan, Hamid-ud-daula, Hatie Bakhtawar Khan and jarnil
ud-din Khan advanced to assist them, and the fight was still
going on, when Imad-ul-mull: and Najeeh Khan appeared on the
scene of action. The Mir Balrhshi infused fresh vigour into the
imperialists and hunched a bold ofl'ensive. A hotly contested
battle was fought near the tank of Faridabad. Imad-ul-mull: led
his own elephant into the thick of the ea-waeir"s army. One
of his elephants, carrying his banner, was struck by a cannon-hall
in the forehead and expired instantly. Another hall broke the
tnsks ofthe elephant ridden by the Mir Bakhshi himself. The
latter then took his seat on a horse and led his men on to the
attack. The Jars were defeated and put to flight, both sides
losing a large number of their men. Safdar ]ang"s chief com-
mmdn, lllllii Khan received a spear-thrust. The victors now
pursued the enemy for four miles and resumed to the camp in
15 ' Nest day ( 39th September ) Imad-uivmulir advanc-e evening.

1 r. alums as-he ‘lie-He, k
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~ed his trenches to the village of Msiesar, ‘Illa miles north if
Ballamgarh, set up his batteries these and began to bombard the
_]at stronghold. Najeeb Khan attacked and captured Sihi, nearly
one mile east of Majesar, and the Rnhelas and the Msrstlls
began to plunder the flourishing jat territory in the neighbour-
'hood. ""

12.--Peace. : Savors Jsstc snrraas to hwson
'l"r1-I Novnsrsns, 1753

The war lasted for sis months and cshausted the patience and
resources of both the parties. The imperial troops and the
Ruhela, Haluch and Gujar mercenaries were clamouring for their
salaries which had for a long time fallen into arrears, and even
the proceeds of the sale of ornaments, plates and furniture from
the imperial establishments had not sufficed to clear ofl‘ the dues
of the soldiers,-I Safdar ]ang, equally bard pressed by heavy
expenditure, was tired of the fruitless warfare in which he was
the principal loser.i Hence both desired peace before the
lslarathas could arrive from the Deccan---the Emperor, hecause
their alliance with the ambitious Imad-ul-mull: would make the
latter more formidable than the er-wazir was a few months
earlier, and Safdar jang, because their arrival would forehode
his utter ruin. Imad-ul-mull: alone was all for war, and was
bent upon bringing about the total destruction of the es-waair
with the object of taking the latter"s salve: of Awadh and Allaha-
bad and acquiring for himself a dictatorial position at the Court
and in the Empire. He urged the Emperor strongly times out
of number to give up the weak policy of remaining on the
defence, march in person to the scene of action and order the
whole ' army to launch an all out olfensive so as to finish the
contest in one pitched battle. But the Mir Balthshi"s very eager-

1*. Ahmad ssstanasys} Delhi Chronicle, Bo; Shalt1r.?s tau:-an
Charlr, are-ass. The last named maltes Eurajrsal victorious which ls
opposedtotruth.

T Delhi Ehwsisls. Ba t T. Ahmad sane n full of aaccuflll of tumult-
eteated by starving troops. ~

1 Slyar. III. B513. *
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hers to ' crush $afdar Iang, which created strong suspicions in
"the mind of the new Waair and the Emperor, and Ahmad Shah's
natural cowardice came to the rescue of the er-warir. Deter-
mined to nip his nephew's schemes in the bud and save Safdar
Jang to keep him a check on Imad-ul-mull: or even to utilise his
services as an ally against the Mir Bakhshi, Intieam-ud-daula
advised the Emperor and the Queen-mother to malte peace, and
Ahmad Shah who had cowardly been hiding himself in his
palace accepted the proposal. Accordingly, when Surajmal
made peace overtures towards 'the end of ]une, 1753, Intiram-
ud-daula, entertaining them with alacrity, began to negotiate
with him. But as Imad-ul-mulls would not agree to it, the
negotiations had to he given up. Neat, when the proposals
again came in from the es:-waair's side, lntiram-ud-daula sent
his trusted agent, Lutf-ullah Beg on the 14th of September to
negotiate terms .with Safdar ]ang who was encamped at Bad-
shahpur, B miles west of Ballamgarh. The latter gave megs to
the envoy on the 20th, sending his own agents, Raja Lachhimi
Narayan, jugal Kishore, Malrrand Kishore and Bhim Nath to
Delhi on the same mission. But, as has already been related
these negotiations came to an abrupt end owing to a treacherous
night attack by Safdar _]'ang's army, and the hostilities were
resumed immediately after.*

Meanwhile Raja Madho Singh arrived at the head of a big
force at the village of Muh_ram Nagar on 9th October to use his
good oil-ices to bring the civil war to an end. Intiram-ud-daula
welcomed him there and the two rode together to Nagla, on the
Yamuna, 6 miles 'south of Delhi, where the Raja set up his camp.
In order not to allow Madho Singh to see the Emperor through
Imad-ul-mullr, the Waeir took out Ahmad Shah on a pleasure
trip and introduced the Raja during the march on the 15th. On
the lflth he was granted a formal interview in the private
audience chamber and on the 23rd he held consultations with
the Emperor in private. Ahmad Shah complained bitterly about

Jllfl Iflllillfll-lltl-(llflll and Itlifldsul-;m111k whn ‘Weld’Er
‘T. hbmad Shahi, Elms, 634-lidb, 73n.;r_yn ‘B31111 Ch;-qn{¢1g| 35;

Bhahtr, 75,
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ruining the Empire, and hesought the Kachhwaha Chief to save
it from utter destruction which was threatening it at that critical
time. A loyal vassal and a man of erperieuee, Madho Singh
consoled the Emperor, saying that no evil would be allowed to
come near the State. The Mughal Lord was pleased and taking
ofl' his turban rwith its iewelled aigrette placed it on the head of
the Raja and honoured him and his chief followers with rich
robes and giftsfl‘

The Emperor ordered his men not to relazr the military
watchfulness and wrote to Imad-ul-Mull: to continue the war and
not negotiate peace with the enemy. This was intended to
ward off the suspicion of the Mir Baltbshi regarding secret nego-
tiations through the Waair and the Jaipur Raia. The Emperor
also feared lest Imacl-ul-Mulls should become an intermediary for
peace snd come to terms with Surai Mal and Safdar _]'ang on hia
own account. The ]at chief had in fact opened negotiations
with Imad-ul-Mulk about the middle of October and a peace
would have been made through him, had not the Mir Bakhshi
insisted on depriving Suraj Mal of all his territories except thoso
originally possessed by his father, Badan Singh. Iuspite of
these tactics, the Emperor's object could not remain concealed
from the Mir Bakhshi. Safdar Iang handed over to Aqibat
Mahmud Khan the copies of the letters from Ahmad Shah and
his mother asking the ea:-waair to make peace through Iutiaam-
ud-daula. The Emperor was therefore obliged to repudiate the
charge and to write to Imad-ul-Mull: that he had no intention of
peace and that all the letters had been forged by Safdar Jang-—,
of course a lie, pure and simple. But the Mir Balrhshi could not
he deceived by such a denial, and in order to forestall his rival’s
designs himself now opened negotiations with the enemy. But
Intiuam-ud-Daula could not be beaten in the game of diploma-
cy and induced the Emperor to go on the preteat of a pleasure
trip to Madho Singh"s camp and make peace with Suralmal.
Accordingly, on the 25th October, the Emperor marched for
Khizrabad Garden, the ‘Waair loined him on the way and both
rode to the Ra]a's camp. Madho Singh introduced Sura|msl"s-

- "r. Ahmad Shahi, 1se.s1:-.-.
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=agent,whn oflbrsd presents to the Emperor and secured the
pardon: of the Iat chief. Ahmad Shah returned to Delhi, and
near day Surajmni, coming with a slender escort from his camp
south of Ballamgarh, saw the Waair and the Raia and entered
into a formal pmce with the Mughal sovereign."‘

The pardon of Suraimal was the preliminary to the formal
-end of the civil war and the conclusion of a peace between the
Emperor and the es:-waair. On the 1st November Intisam-ud-
Dania returned to the Court from his camp in Raia Inga!
-Kishore's garden, and on the 5th hiadho Singhls agent, Fatah
Singh, carried to Safdar ]ang a royal fences, a K.6fl'a"u.f of sir
pieces, a iewelled crest, an aigrette, a necklace of pearls and a
horse from Ahmad Shah, which Safdar jang accepted with due
respect and ceremony like a loyal subject. Imad-ul-Mulk
protested against this secret peace, whereupon the Emperor and
the Warir feigned complete ignorance. Yet the civil war came to
an end, and Safdar Jang was confirmed in the governorship of the
provinces of Awadh and Allahabad. He struck his camp at the
village of Siltri, 5 miles south-east of Ballamgarh and began his
march towards Awadh on Tth November 1'15 3. In recognition
of his services Madho Singh was granted the impregnable fort
of Rautbambhor, which had been refused to his predecessor by
Muhammad Shah, and satisfied with the success of his mission
he left for ]aipur_-[-

13.-Sasnaa Jane acres. ms an-roan saou Dsttu

Continuing his march in the direction of Agra, Safdar Jaug
‘trashed hllathura on the 13th, and halted there till the 17th. He
retained with him the handsome eunuch, whom he had raised to
rthe throne some months baclr, lodged in red tents and surround-
-ed by red screens (possessing red tents being one of the royal
prerogatives in Mughal India), and hence the Emperor and his
court entertained apprehensions lest the er-waair should create
' 

"' ‘!'.Ahmad Shahljlh-B35.
"I'T. Ahmad Sltahi. 844-Baa rflelhl Chtonlfllfi, II-Ba 1; Hlrlah-ltltl

-1"" t 5l‘I'It.III. 393 tT. H. sari t Sujan Charlt,1I.'l-‘I-13.
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lame trouble once again. On the flth Safdar jang crossed the
Yamnna at Mathusa and turned towards Awadh. On reaching
the neighbourhood of the towns of Shiltohabad and Firoaahad
on the 22nd, he despatched the bogus prince to Agra in the
custody of Amar Singh, and himself marched on to Lucknow,
Here he stayed for sometime to re-organise the administration
which had fallen into confusion on account of the civil war, and
then set out for Faisabad on 22nd December, leaving Muhammad
Quli Khan alias Younger Mirsa, son of his elder brother Mirsa.
Muhsin, and Shuja-ud-Daula to complete his ‘W011! tilt-Iv-*

The most important problem that was at that time facing the-
Nawab was to increase his resources and re-organise his army
in order to defend his territory from the Marathas and
Imad-ul-mulls. The Peshwa had been granted Awadh and
Allahabad in the beginning of the Civil War and his lieu-tenants
naturally desired to wrest these promises from the hands or‘
Safdar jang. Imad-ul-mulk was no less hungrily awaiting an.
opportunity to undo his old patron and usurp his whet for him-
self. As early as 16th November, 1753 his steward Aqibat
Mahmud Khan, had forged an imperial fences. purporting to
grant Awadh to the Mir Bakhshi, and the latter bad put on a
£ei!e'cr (sent to him by the Emperor as a matter of courtesy)
and had declared it out to be an investiture for the .rara:shri of
Awadh.1' On the 19th of November when the news reached
Delhi that Safdar jang had left Mathura for Lucknow, Imad-ul-
mulh openly declared that Awadh and Allahabad had been
granted to him (Mir Halthshi) and that he was going to obtain
possession of them.:[: On 22nd December Ahmad Shah was
really forced to appoint the Mir Balthshi raiwfer of Allahabad.'["['
To counteract these machinations of Imad-ul-mull: and his
Maratha allies, Safdar Jang cultivated friendly relations with the
l:‘ormer’s rival, Wasir Intiram-ud-daula, and. tried to win the
favour of the Emperor by occasionally sending him presents.-

" T. Ahmad Shahi, B55, Bills, B36, 5'-'11.. tl-16¢.
1' T. Ahmad Shahi, d?b.
1: T. Ahmad Shahl. H311.
1; 1'. Ahrnadfihahi sea. ‘
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He sent forty falcons and some other hunting birds and eight
-cart loads of good sweetmeat of Lucknow which were presented
to the Emperor by the Wasir on 9th january, 17543‘ A clever,
though weak, politician, Intisam-ud-daula, inspire of his impla-
cable enmity, had from the very beginning tried his best to save
the er-waair from utter ruin. Now, he befriended him and his
allies the fats, to use them as a checlt on the ambitions schemes
of his nephew, and got Safdar ]ang’s trusted oflicers, like Raja
Lachhmi Narayan and Iugal Kishore, pardoned by the Emperor
and their houses, confiscated during the Civil War, restored to
them.'l'

Safdar Iang had already begun the work of re-organising his
administration and reducing rebel aamindars to submission.
Seeing Imad-ul-mulk's attention diverted towards the Jars, he
marched to Iaunpur and from there to Banaras, reaching the
latter place on 17th February 1754. Here the local Raia Balwant
Singh, whose subjugation had been postponed in April 1752,
had again shown open contumacy during the Civil War and had
fought with the said-rsdsdsrr of Awadh and Allahabad. Now,
on the near approach of Safdar jang, he was filled with appre-
hension, crossed the Gangs and took shelter in Chandauli, 14
miles S. E. of Banaras. 1: But he appears to have offered,
his submission in time and saved himself from the Nawab’!
wrath.

I4.-Sasnaa Jane Jonas rrra Esrsaaoa aoarnsr Maaarnas
ano Istan-ur.-sauna, Manon-Mar H54

Within four months of Safdar ]ang's retirement, Emperor
Ahmad Shah grew tired of Imad-ul-mulk's dictatorship and invi-
ted the er-waair to loin an eapedition against the Mir Bakhshi
and his Maratha allies. This happened in the following manner.
In response to lmad-ul-mulk's appeal for aid against Safdar jang,
Raghunatlf Rao with a large army consisting of the contingents
of Malhar Rao Holitar, jayappa Sindhia and other powerful

"' T. Ahmad Shahi, rocb.
1 T. Ahmad Shahi, Wu.
1 T. Ahmad Shahi, llih.
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chiefs arrived near jaipur in N ovember, H53. But by this time
the civil war had come to an end. So at the instigation of lmad..
nl-mulk, who was burning with the thirst of revenge against
Surajmal, a steadfast ally of Safdar jang, the Maratbas invaded
the ]at territory and besieged Surajmal in the fort of Kuhmir in
january 1754. Ghaai-ud-din Khan Imad-ud-mull: also joined
the besiegers in March with a part of the imperial army and
artillery. The siege protracted on for two months ; and although,
Surajmal was reduced to great straits, yet the fort could not be
captured. Hence, with a view to bombard the jar stronghold
Imad-ul-mulk despatched Aqibat Mahmud Khan to Delhi sq
bring some heavy cannon from the imperial arsenal. This was
Surajmal‘s opportunity. He wrote diplomatic letters to the
Emperor and Intiaam-ud-daula that unless Imad-ul-mulk-."a
ambitious projects were nipped in the bud, his success would
turn bis‘ head, and with the Maratha assistance he would replace
the waair and bring ruin to the Empire. He suggested to them
to refuse the Mir Bakhshi the loan of field guns and to invite
Safdar Jang and the Rajas of Rajputana and with their help drive
the hated Matathas, the common foe of them all, out of nor-
thern India. The plan was approved of by the Emperor and
the wasir who evaded the loan of the tsp-lhitaae and wrote
confidential letters to Safdar jang to march to the frontier of hia
province and join the Emperor as soon as the latter had reached
Aligarh. Letters were also despatched to the rulers of jaipur
and Jodhpur to proceed with their armies and eflect junction
with the imperialists at Agra. Meanwhile Aqibat Mahmud
engineered a riot which led to street fighting in Delhi. But
Aqihat was defeated and forced out of the capital and the
Emperor remained firm in his determination.

When encouraging replies had been received from all, the
Emperor, with the paraphernalia of his court and harass and
starving troops and beasts of burden left Delhi on 27th April
1754, giving out that he was going on a pleasure trip to
the Doab. Safdar Jang also arrived at Mahdi Ghat on the
Gangs below Qanani and encamped there awaiting Ahmad
Sah'a arrival at Aiigath. Hut instead of marching to the sheltpr
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elf the last-named fort as had been decided, the Emperor unwiselr
remained loitering in the neighbourhood of Sikauderabai
Informed of his movement, Malbar Rao who had made peace
with Surajmal about the middle of May and had retired from
before Kuhmir secretly left his camp, fell upon the unsuspecting
Mughals during the night of 25th May, and plundered away
everything eacept the jewelled treasure of Malina-i-aamani.
Leaving all the ladies of his dense eacept his intriguing mother
behind, the cowardly Emperor fled in panic towards Delhi evert
before the Marathas had made their appearance, The llliasir
followed suit while the rest of the imperialists were scattered in
utter confusion and panic and even the imperial ladies were
taken prisoners. Meanwhile Imad-ul-mulk; in company with
Malhar Rao, marched to Delhi, got his uncle Intiaam-ud dsnls
dismissed and himself appointed wasir in his place on Sunday,
2nd ]une, 1754. The same day he deposed Ahmad Shah, threw
him and his mother into a dungeon and placed Asia ud-din,
son of Iahandar Shah, then aged 55 lunar years, on the throne,
with the title of Alamgir II. Seeing that their plan had been
totally miscarried, Safdar jang returned to Awadh. The Mara-
thas had already made peace with Surajmal, and now they retired
to the Deccan.*

I5:-Dsarn or Ssvnau ].nao, 5'rt-1 Ocroscs. 1754

Back from Mehdi Ghat, Safdar jang threw himself into the
mslt of strengthening his army and re-organising his resources
so as to oppose successfully the ungrateful Imad-ul-mulk and
the selfish Marathas who were casting longing eyes upon Awadh
and Allahabad. At this time a boil appeared on one of his
legs and soon degenerated into a cancer. Experienced and
skilled physicians were baflled in their ellorts to cure him, and
he died at Paparghat on the Gomti, on 17th Zil Hljjah, 116'? H.

s .T Ahmadfihabl, illdb; Iosb, Iron, 115a, Iltia-12'ib, 116a-131a ,
T. lvl. 195:!-1634 t Abdul Karim, ado-31 rhiirat III. Iidb-11'?-lb ; Siyar.
111- 39i'9’l t dhlhlr, '36-Tl’: Hadlq, I35:Pref. Qanunaois H. of lets,
‘\i’elI.pp.li'*§'l-.
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(or according to European calculation, 5th October, 1754 A.D.)"'
His remains were sent to Delhi and interned near the shrine of
.fda.ir f Murder. His son Shuja-ud-daula who succeeded him
in the governorship of his radar, built a magnificent mausoleum
over his grave, which cost three lakhs of rupees and is one of
the finest works of its kind in India. On the gate oi the maus-
oleum is inscribcd the following verse, which gives the date of
Safdar ]ang’s demise :—

Uguig \.n.-l-‘-'-\-J lldjidj -g:."lJ.- c-IJG Jlldlrl mi Hie.

-r,_,;__,., ,.,L1el,..$ -Q, a..-c,'ifi.;_,l$,_;1.. mg, .
When that Safdar (lion of the battle-field] departed from the

abode of mortality ( this world ), the year of his death is thus
recorded : "May he be at ahisffsr in the highest paradise."

"‘ T. M. ryaa ; Abdul Karim, a-B3 ;5lyar. III. B91-95 ; M. U. I. 363 ;
GullItan.$n;TabtIr.adra ;lvlaadan. IV. 1B‘i'a. lmad. p. E-5,glves IIISEH,
which ls wrong. Delhi Chronicle, p. too, has 1?th hluhsrram Instead of
12th Zll Hijjsh, which may be a clerical error.+.a,-1 -=+= as we =.=aH~1 '



CHAPTER XVII

PERSONALITY 8: CHARACTER OF SAFDAR IANG

1.--S.s.Fnaa jano as a stars

Lilte his predecessor, Saadat Khan and all his descendants on
the assures‘ of Awadh,* Nawab Waair Abultnansur Khan Safdar
Jang possessed a handsome and imposing appearance—broad
forehead, long nose, bright eyes, white complexion and a thick
beard. To his natural gifts of intelligence and ready wit he
combined a cultural disposition, charming manners and a refined
taste. He was polite and attentitre in conyersation, but grave
and dignified on occasions of public functions and festiyities
and stern at the time of awarding punishment to the guilty and
the unruly.'[' He was not ahoye the popular superstitions of his
age which belieyed in omens and astrology, and had his own
astrologers and star gaaers. Highly educated as he was, he
wrote Persian with flestihility and ease and his composition,
crcept the conventional efgeb and odes in his letters and petitions,
used to be mostly free from the artificialities of difficult figures
of speech and flowery expression. Himself a loyer of literature,
he patroniscd scholars, procured titles for them and granted
them suitable allowances and rewards. Besides his own spiritual
preceptor, Shah Basit, Safdar ]ang patroniscd Shaikh Muhammad
Hasan of Persia, Sayyid Zain-ul-ah-i-din Taba Tabai of holy
Mashhad, Sayyid Muhammad Ali Aurangahacli, Mir Ghulam
Nahi Hilgrami, Malik-ul-Ulema Maulyi Fazl-ullah Khan, Maulyi
Hamd-ullah Khan, Mirna Ali Naqi, Shula-ud-daula's tutor, and
seyeral others,:|: The author of the Tarikh-i-Muzafiari records
an incident which throws light on Safdar ]ang's munificence to

“ The portraits of the Nawahs and Kings of Awadh are preserved and
exhibited at the Picture Gallery, Lucknow. I also saw Prince Habur, an
illegitimate I-on of Wajld All Shah, est-King of Awadh and his son and
grandsons at No. Jo, Parlt Lane, Calcutta, in lsiarch 1930. They possess
handsome features of I prince, Aslastlc or Europeans 1

1' Hadlq, 355 ; Siyars Ill. lmad 31.
fsim H. 615-613 mt 111, an , as-=1. 5:.
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poets as well as his own loye for poetry. One day, writes he,
the Nawab .Waair, while going to pay his respects to the Empe-
ror, stopped inside the fort to enjoy the sight of the Nader-L
Faig, a narrow canal cunning from the Yamuna into the impe-
rial citadel. The sight was pleasing and induced reflection in
the Waair, and Safdar ]ang asked his companion, Mirna Aamai
Asfabani, who composed yerses under his sen-ds-plans qf Altrir,
to give a verse suited to the occasion. The Mirna, guessing the
Wsair"s innermost feelings, composed the following yerse :—

=l-\.fi'+l-l pll='l_)g'lI'Js1au‘l'|.1:h,§»¥

=.e..*=.t§,_1,_srgt;3..'i.i_,..'»'.i_,-.,-1,,,;_|
Safdar jang was highly pleased, and rewarded the poet with

a Turlti horse adorned with gilded trappings, besides Rs. 5,000
in cash.*

Safdar ]ang's generosity to the poor and the needy was also
great. Whenever a poor person begged for help, writes the
author of the Imad-us-Saadat, the Nawab gave him fifty erbaqir
(gold coins). This was his practice throughout his lit'c.'I' We
are in possession of numerous letters written by Safdar Jang to
his Naibs and assifr ordering them to return the jagirs or restore
subsistance allowances to pious Sayyids and other ancient
families of Awadh who bad been unjustly dcpriyed of them by
local ofl-'icers.$ He was essentially a man of kind heart who
would be moyed with pity at the sight of an enemy in distress.
His patronage of Imad-ul-mullt, a here ditary enemy of his house,
when he was left an orphan oi 15 or 16 is an instance in point.

Safdar _Iang's priyate life was marked by a high standard of
morality, extremely rare in the class to which he belonged and
in the age in which he liyed. He married only one wife to
whom "he was ardently attached, and he had no mistress
courtesan or eoneubioe. "His natural modesty and sense of
good conduct (literally gentle-manlincss) did not make him
. 

"‘ T. ML. ryan-l;'r.=b.
1- land 3r.l-latltq, 336 corroborates the tact that he was a ggnflqu]

snan. '
I Malttubst. pp. IFII-I35, :33. 1
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desire the company of any woman crcept that of that illustrious-
and chaste lady (Sadrun-nisa)", writes Ghulam Ali of Lucknow.*
He was also a loving father, a kind relation and a faithful friend.
On his accession to power, he invited many of his friends and
relations from Persia and procured for them decent posts in the
imperial service. He pushed his elder brother, Mirna Muhsin,
to the rank of a turf!-bagari, and obtained suitable sscnrebr for
his brother-in-law Nasepr-ud-din Haidcr, for the brothers-in-law
of Shuja-ud-daula and for his other relations. To his lvlaratha
allies he remained ever faithful, and although they were some-
times guilty of double dealing, he held firmly to their alliance
till they openly made a hid for his rnlwr of Awadh and Allaha-
bad and threw in their lot with his implacable enemy, Ghani-ud-
din Khan lmad-ul-mulk. He repaid Suralmal’s friendly devotion
by confirming him in the vast territory from Matbura to
Faridabad which the jats, in defiance of imperial authority, had
forcibly brought under their 1' partial control. He was not free
from faults. He was fond of pomp and display and spent 46
lakhs on the marriage of his son. Sometimes he was vain, and
haughtily disregarded the advice of wiser men. .His chief defect,
however, was his familiarity with perfidy and treacherous assas-
sination which were his political instruments—--things not alto-
gether uncommon in the 13th-century India.

2.--Savnaa Jane no sor.nraa, aur tsasraa on rtrn
:tros'r ssaarrat. ootcrrnoanrs on raoor-s

Although his life was full of strenuous military activity, yet
Safdar -Jang could hardly be called a successful soldier. In fact,
he lacked the courage and neal of a soldier and the capacity and
tact of a general, and hence throughout his ofirlcial career he
could not achieve unaided a single victory to his credit over an.
enemy possessing even half his financial resources and military
strength. And yet strang cly enough all his contemporaries-W
the Maratha chiefs, Rajput Raias, Sutajmal ]at and the Muslim

‘F lmad. 36,
1' Imad 56; Elliot. VII. 36:.
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-nobles and historians—regarded him as the most powerful
Muslim chief and noble of India of their age. His strength lay
in his territorial possessions, financial resources and willing
-srralwlfrlanssr. He maintained the most martial contingent of
troops in the country and kept them satisfied by giving them
liberal salaries and rewards and by his personal care for their
welfare. Besides the contingents posted in his provinces under
his Naibs, Safdar ]ang kept a standing army of 20,000 'Mughal'
'horse* of whom sir to seven thousands were Qinilhashes, the
Iranian Turks, then regarded as the best soldiers in Asia. They
-.had originally belonged to Nadir Shah's army, but had chosen
-to stay on in India. The rest were Tnranian Turks and Kasbmiris,
chiefly of the jedrh cl district near Srinagar, who pretended to be
“llrlughals”, put on the Mughal dress and spoke the Persian
tongue. 1- The Mnghal cavalry formed the famous ‘Sin’ regi-
-ment, named after the first letter of the name of Saadat Khan.
Besides, there was a good number of Hindustani troops of whom
the most important element was that of the Naga Sanyasis,
popularly known as ‘Gosains'. The troopers rode on sturdy,
fleet horses, Persian or indigenous, and the Nawab supplied
them with complete equipment, ‘including uniforms and good
arms, The lvlnghal horse-men, who were the wanir's favourites,
were paid at the rate of Rupees fifty per month, while a Hindus-
tani rrooper"s salary for the same period was thirtyfive Rupees
only.:]: Foot soldiers were paid at a lesser rate. There were no
fined rules for their increment or promotion, but whenever
Safdar jang reviewed his forces, he would give an increment
of rupees ten to a trooper and rupees two to a foot-soldier, if
he was pleased with his smartness or eflleiency. The Nawab-
‘Wanir was ezrtravagantly liberal to his army and spent huge sums
on it. ' He was always annious to secure the services of an able
commander, captain or soldier, by liberal gifts which he never
deducted from their pay. He possessed a large park of artillery,
the best in the country, neat to the Emperor's, and many war-

"' T. hi. flan; lmad. 3r. '
1 lmad 31
I Ibid; see also Siyar. II. 510,
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elephants with huge use-stir having gold and silver plating on
them. His chief commanders were Ismail Beg Khan and Rajendra
Giri Gosain. His war-camp comprised of everything that could
be desired; he even carried boats in order to be able to throw
a bridge swiftly over a river, should he have an occasion to-
cross it.'['

3-Sannaa ]a1so"s Rrurctous ‘llraws snn Potter

Safdar jang was a pious ta. and went through the obser-
vances of his faith with scrupulous care and regularity. But
he was not a bigot; his religious policy, unlike that of filh=I
medieval Muslim rulers was one of toleration. Indeed, he treated
his Hindu and Muslim subjects alike, and his highest and most
trusted ofliccrs were Hindus. Maharaja Nawal Rai,* who died
fighting for his master at Khudaganj, was his first assistant and
head of the military and civil administration‘ of the whole of
his dnminion—the highest post in Safdar _]ang’s gift. Hit
Diwan in his reset and sells‘! at the imperial court were Raja-
Ram Narayan and Raja Lachhimi Narayan respectively. At
Delhi the Nawah- ll.l'anir’s chief favourites were Raja Nagar Mal,
Divan rgf Khefre and Jugul Kishore, valtil of Alivardi Khan.
One of his two chief commanders was a Hindu. His chief
allies were the Marathas and the Jars. It is no wonder then that
Safdar Iang was accused of being pro-Hindu by the orthodozr
Muslim party (Turani) at the Delhi court.

4-Sasnaa Jane as an annnetsraaroa

Both as a statesman and asjan administrator Safdar Jang did
not rise above mediocrity. He lacked the prophetic foresight
of a statesman and of a political genius and the reforming neal
of an administrator and was averse to taking risk which bnth
can seldom avoid. He did nothing to arrest the fast down-ward
march ct‘ the already much dwindled Empire or to improve the
lot of the people in his charge. He earried out no reform in
the much-abused revenue administration and took no measure

1'SlyarIII.E5ll. _

Ilior Nawal R.at’s full account gee Appendin A.
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to purify the corrupt services and to protect the down-trodden
peasantry from illegal eaaetions, internal disturbances and eater-
nal raids. It is true that circumstances were not favourable for
such a work and that none but a genius could have saved the
Empire. But Safdar Jang had no idea or aptitude for any of
these reforms. In his own provinces the pernicious system of
grant of jagirs to soldiers and pious men of Islam continued
as before.

As a wanir Safdar ang was an utter failure. Partly by
circumsmnces over which he had no control and partly by his
own limitations and policy of self aggrandisetnent he had made
numerous enemies around him. He followed the selfish policy
of keeping his colleagues at the court, cncept those of his own
party, in neglect and poverty, not allowing them to become rich
and influential. He got their hereditary estates transferred to
himself and kept them at an arm's length from the responsible
work of administration. The result was that his chief opponents,
the Turanis, whose ancestors had held ministersbips for three
successive generations in the past, and were respected for their
positions and hereditary connections by the biggest Rajas and
nobles of the land, grew rnore‘ inimical than before, looked
upon Safdar jang as an usurping upstart, allied with the foolish
Emperor and his intriguing mother, and instigated them to spoil
all the schemes that Safdar jang sponsored for the good of the
‘state. The wanir was not gifted with that magnetic personality
and that power and tact which disarna opposition and turn
enemies into friends. Nor did be possess that magnanimiry of
soul and loftiness of character which raise a man above petty
jealousies, make him forgive his enemies, and allow thern to live
and let live. He was equally devoid of the ability of building
up coalitions against his adversaries and of the reckless daring
which might have made him hit them hard at a suitable oppor-
tunity. Furtber, by reason of his limitations Safdar jang did
not even think of reforming the irnpetlll dim? bf mlklnfl 111311‘
gements for the regular payment of the salary of the semi-starv-
ing troops, supplying them with good equipment, oficering
thern by good and capable commanders and infusing a healthy
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and vigorous discipline in them. He failed to make arrange-
ments for the defence of the imperial capital against the
roving bands of the Marathas even. His misappropriation of
the revenues of the crown-lands as well as of the provinces
reduced the Emperor and his household to want and poverty,
and finally his open rebellion alienated the sympathy of the
nobles and the public alike and earned for him the everlasting
stigma of being a disioyal heretic (sssnse harass we regs rsfigi)
at Delhi. '

His greatest achievement was a lasting peace that he gave to
Awadh and Allahabad, broken only by a temporary Bangash
occupation of a part of the seller and a few local spasmodic out-
breaks in the beginning of his rule. In an age when all parts
of India were bowing low before the relentless might of Maha-
rashtra Awadh and Allahabad were the only provinces which
were still unvisited by their plundering hordes.* Safdar _Iang"s
formidable army and great financial resources were objects of
terror to them as well as to the rebellious chiefs in his saber.
His second gift was an uniform justice to all classes of his people.
The author of the Imad-us- Saadat writes that "he (Safdar Jang)
made his subjects happy by his justice." Mustafa, the French
renegade and translator of the Siyar-ul-Mutakhirin, who resided
for several years at Lucknow, gives the following story which
he heard from Safdar jangis contemporaries t Bhuja-ud-Daula,
enamoured of the physical charms of a Hindu lady of Banaras,
who made no response to his amorous advances, escaladed her
hnuse one night. But he was immediately captured by her rela-
tions who reported the matter to the Kotwal of the town. The
Kotwal went to the Nawab-Wanir for orders and awakened him
in the midnight. "Had you been equal to your ofilce,“ angrily
remarked Safdar Jang, "you would not have awakened me at
mid-night to ask me what is to be done with rascals that are
escalading a citinen's house." The Kntwal took the hint, and

‘The only exception was the Panjab. But it had passed under the
Abdali and only within two years of Safdar ]anr'| death the Marathas
brought it under the sphere of their infiuence_
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wreturning to his place, gave Shuia-ud-Daula a most severe beat-
ing, and dragged him to the prison, where he was confined for
seven days without food. At the end of the period, he was

-conducted in the samc condition to make his vow to his father-
‘Safclar jang looked slightiugly at him and ironically remarked,
"So, Sir, it is you.“ And although Shuja-ud-Daula would come
to pay his respects twice a week, the Nawab-Waair did not
speak a second word to him for sir; months, and was reconciled
to him only after a year.* This story may not be literally true;
hut it must have some foundation, for Musmfa heard it only 20
or 25 years after the Nawab-‘Waaifs death. It undoubtedly
shows the popular estimate of Safdar _]'ang's administration of
iustioe by the posterity.

The lasting peace and uniform justice, which kept the strong
and the unruly in check and created a feeling of security of life
and property, gave an impetus for the development of liberal
arts and profitable industries, and made Awadh evolve a distinct
type of culture, known throughout India as the Luoéesw Crn'nw'r['
When all other provinces were sinking into a state of degenera-
tion and anarchy, Awadh progressed to rival Delhi in wealth,
magnificence and culture in the time of Safdar _Iang‘s son and

- grandsons.

Though not a successful waair, Safdar jang filled the office
with dignity and firmness, and proved more consistent and
hardworking than his predecessor, the slothful Qamar-ud-Din
Khan. And he was undoubtedly more loyal and successful than
any of his numerous successors from Intiaam-ud-Daula down-
ward, who disgraced the eaalted office of wanir from tha lflfll

-days of Ahmad Shah's reign to the time of Bahadur Shah IL Illa
‘last prince of the house of Babur who sat on the throne of Delhi.

l Siyar, English Translation, ‘Vol. IV. 65--ti?u.
1' It became dehase in the time of Anti-ud-deulah and his successors-



CHAPTER "XVIII

ADMINISTRATION AND CONDITION OF THE
PEOPLE

1 .—Ansrrtvrsraanon

The Mughal province of Awadh extended from the river
Gandak in the north-east to the Gauga in the south-west, and’
from the Tarai of Nepal in the north to the river Sai in the south.
Bast of it across the Gand alt lay the province of Bihar, south of
it Allahabad and west of it the rebes of Muraclabad (created in"~
the time of Farrulrh-siyar] and Agra. Saa-dat Khan Burhan-ul-
ruullr added to it the renlzer of Kora jahanabad (in Allahabad),
roughly equivalent to the modern district of Fatehpur, the estate
of Sachendi in Agra and the modern districts of Banaras,
Jaunpur, Ghaaipur, Aeamgarh, Balia and the eastern portion of
Mireapur, all these then forming a part of the Allahabad Suba.
In addition to Awadh Safdar jang acquired in l'?4B the province
of Allahabad which lay on the southern frontier of Awadh and
was bounded by the modern Bihar in the east, the present
Madhya Pradesh in the south and the Mughal Suba of Agra in
the west. But the southern half of Allahabad, which comprised
the whole of Bundellrhand eircept the reivlsar of Kalpi, could not
be recovered from the hands of the descendants of Chhatrasal
Bundela. Awadh was then divided into five rrrlearr, namely
Faiaabad, Gorakhpur, Lucknow, Khairahad and Bahraich, while
Allahabad was composed of seventeen* reréarr {according to~
Murtaaa Husain sixteen) of which the most important were
Allahabad, Arail, Ghazipur, Chunar, Mireapur, Banaras, Jaunpur,
Karra Manilrpur, Shahaarlpur, Zamania, Kora-Iabanabad and~
Kalinjar.

Both Saadat Khan and Safdar jang were absolute masters of
their territory-—-independent in practice, though not in name,
of their nominal sovereign at Delhi. They did not take their
orders from the wanir or any other dignitary of the Mughalv
i' 

"' In the time of Akbar there were ten Earl-tars.
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Court, furnished no account of their revenues to any higher
authority, and behaved like independent rulers, appointing all»
their subordinate officers and granting them titles and ranks as
they liked. But according to the political fashion of India of?
the time, they pretented to be mere governors, and made the
show of obeying such of the imperial ordefs as did not interfere
with the free exercise of their power, but enhanced their prestige
or material resources.

Each had, in his tirnc, a Naib or Deputy-governor who was
the virtual head of both civil and military administration of the-
province, the Sahsdsr being more interested in the Delhi politics
than in the details of his provincial government. The Diwan,.
the next officer, was in—charge of revenue and civil justice, but
unlike the practice during the early Mnghal rule he was practi-
cally subordinate to the Deputy-Governor. Even when the
Awadh dominion grew very vast by the addition to it of Allaha-
bad and the Bangash estate in the time of Safdar jang, Raja-
Nawal Rai was retained the Deputy-Governor of the whole-
country. But on the Raja’s death in 1751 a separate Naib was"
appointed to each province--Mnhamnsad Quli Khan to Awadh
and Ali Quli Khan to Allahabad. Besides the Naih and the
Diwan there were in each suba a Bakhshi (pay-master), a Qaei.
(Muslim iudge), a Sadat (head of religions endowments and
charity) and a Buyutat (registrar of deceased persons’ property).
For purposes of revenue collection and police administration-
Safdar Jang divided Awadh and Allahabad into large districts,
more extensive than the jurisdictions bf Fauidars, and appointed
Naaitns at their heads.* In each district a few of the parganas.
were grouped together and placed under an ersi! (revenue col-
lector)-|~ who was assisted by Tsbrifders, posted in each purges:
or sandal. Fngidsrr and Krerir: were abolished, The Nanims~
and amils possessed contingent of troops whose number varied.
according to the geographical situation of each district and the '0'.-

eharacter of the people inhabiting it. We have no precise data=

* C‘.hronicles,p. l1'i'fl~
-|-ls'lansur,pp. l76— H5.
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-.-to form a correct idea of the nature and procedure of the assess-
ment of revenue. It appears that in certain parts of the provinces
the government dealt directly with the cultivator (arrest), while
in others contract system (fibre) was the rule. Zamindars, big
and small, were allowed to remain in possession of their lands.
They realised the taxes from the ryot in their estates, exercised
full judicial and executive authority over them, and paid govern-
ment revenue in the form of tributes, without submitting any ac-

-count of their collections to the Nawab. As a rule they did not
pay the tributes without force being applied to them or at least
-military pressure exerted upon them. The government employ-
-ed many segue-stir who were sent to demand revenues from the
[landed chiefs. Numerous jagirdars (rent-free land holders)
especially Muslim Shaikhs and Sayyids and soldiers of fortune,
existed in the provinces. But the revenue regulations appear to
have been mild and the government demand equitable, and
-henoe the people were prosperous and contented.- Mr, C. A,
Ellio_t’s personal quest in the district of Unao brought him to
the conclusion that Safdar _Iang’s administration “secured as
much prosperity to the country as any native Government ever
has done..”*

Like all Muslim governments of the country the Nawabi
administration of Awadh and Allahabad under Saadat Khan and
Safdar jang was a military occupation of the land. Besides a
huge and well-equipped force always kept at Faiaahad in readi-
ness for service, a strong garrison was posted at the head-
quarter of each district to keep the big turbulent chiefs in check.
In the work of revenue collection amils and tahsildars also were
helped by troops. The administration of each of the important
cities like Faieahad, Lucknow, Gorakhpur, Banaras, Allahabad
and others was in the hands of a Kotwal, a military officer,
who was assisted by a hand of troops, berthzra: and menial
servants.'[' All the oflicers in the provinces except the Diwan
and the Qaai were 'expected to be commanders and were
 

"' Chronicles, P. I27.
1* Itnad, 50 ; Siyar, English Transl stlon, ‘Jul. IV. 5511.
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enrolled as members of the army, and the government did
nothing beyond the collection of revenue and the protection
of the people from iiiternal disturbances and external raids.

2.--Trix Posurartors

Awadh and Allahabad were preponderately Hindu provinces
in the eighteenth century with only a sprinkling of Muhamma-
dan population in them. Even after well-nigh two hundred
years that have elapsed sincc the death of Safdar jang Muscl-
mans in these provinces are still in a small minority.* The most
notable element of population then were Raiputs, spread over
the whole territory and divided into numerous clans and scpts
and branches of these scpts. Prominent among them were the
Baisas and Kanhpurias in the modern districts of Unao and Rae
Bareli, the Biscns and the janwars in Gouda, the Raikwars in
Bars-Banlti, the Somhansis in Pratabgarh, the Khichers in Kora
Jahanabad and the Bundelas in Bundelkhand. Each of the big
or small Rajput chief possessed a strongly built brick or mud
fort {Gerda ) in an almost inaccessible village, surrounded by a
belt of thick forest, and exercised dsfrrrs sovereignty within
his estate. He granted jagirs to the younger branches of his
family and to pious Brahmins and village artisans, levied tribute
from petty aamindats under him and summoned the levies of
his clansmen to service in times of war. So closely was he con-
nected with his land and people that practically he could not be
deprived of his estate by the provincial authorities. '|' The next
important class was that of Brahmins, chiefly of Kanya-Kuhia
sub-division, some of whom were priests, astronomers, astro-
logers and teachers, while others chose the career of a soldier.
They formed the best fighting element in Awadh, nex_t only to
the Rajputs. The Pasis were soldiers as well as watchmen, while
the Ahirs and Kurmis were the principal agriculturists. The
Musalmans were then an essentially urban people and had not-

"‘ This applied to the best days of the Muslims before the partition of‘:
the country. After the partition the Muslim population has fallen low.

‘l Chronicles, p. I19.
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fliten to any other profession except that of a soldier or of a
-civil oil"-icer. The most numerous among them were two classes
-—Afghans and Shaikhs. The Afghan families had their colonies
at jaunpur, Allahabad and Malihabad, while the Shaikhs had
settled in large numbers in Lucknow, Kakori, Khairabad, Gopa-
~mau, Pihani and Bilgram. A large number of Saadat Khan and
‘Safdar _lang"s friends, ofiicers and troops, several thousands of
whom were Iranian Turks, settled at Lucknow and Faieabad.
‘In the former city some of the muhallas ( quarters) like I-{atra
Abu Turab Khan, Katra Kbudayar Khan, Katra Biean Beg Khan,
'K.atra Muhammad Ali Khan, I-{atra Husain Khan, Sarai Maaii
Khan and Ismail Gan] ( all of them still in existence except the
last } were named after some of the Nawab’s officers and com-
manders. At a distance of four or five miles west of the ancient
town of Ayodhya, Saadat Khan founded, on the bank of the
‘Ghagra ( also called Satin ), a new town and named it Faixabad,
adorning it with stately buildings and pleasant gardens, and
asking his troops and officers to build houses for themselves
and settle there. Safdar jang added to its edifices and increased
-its pdpuiation. Faiaabad thus became a Muslim colony of first
importance in Awadh in the first half of the 18th century.

3.—I1vnus-rains at-an Tarps

The province of Awadh has ever been rich in agricultural
wealth. With its temperate climate, copious rainfall and fertility
of soil, it yields abundant crops of wheat, rice, barley, gram,
oats, oil seeds and other corn. More valuable crops like cotton,
opium, sugar-cane, musk-melons, water-melons and betel-leaf
are also produced in most parts, while fruits like mangoes,-
guavas, black and yellow berries, and vegetable of numerous
variety are grown in every village, earning for the province the
fitting name of the "Garden of India". Allahabad is no less
fertile and rich than Awadh. In industries too the provinces
were not‘ backward during the period under review. As early
.as the first half of the 17th century Awadh's calico commanded
.a ready market in London and in 1640 the English East India
-Company had established a factory at Lucknow for the supply
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of calico pieces woven at Daryabad ( near Bara Banki ), I-Chaim.
-‘bad and some other places. The English merchants styled them
“"dn'n'ei=endr" { cloth of Daryabad ), ".i'.rrriaiveadr" { cloth nf
Khairahad ), and “rs.lir.rijrs.r” ( some cloth favoured by Akbar }.
In western Awadh a cloth known ss srarrsciir was manufactured

»on a large scale and was purchased by the company.* The
-cotton industry continued to flourish in the first half of the iiith
~century, and Kha irabad and Daryabad remained centres of calico,
-chintc and gegi 1' ( white coarse cloth like khaddar) manufacture.
’Shaheadpur in Allahabad was famous for its chinta and coarse
cotton cloth and some time before our period it supplied tents,
-canopies and screens to the Mughal Emperors. But the latter
-industry had declined during the 18th century. Mireapur was
a big commercial mart of the woollen and silk cloths and other

—commodities from Kashmir, Naini Ta], Kamaun, Bangal, Lhasa
-and other places. The town was full of rich merchants who
-sent out local productions and manufactured goods to various
-provinces and imported from outside such articles of trade as
were not produced in the locality. Scents, perfumed essence
and fragrant oii were special favourites with the upper classes,
and hence these were prepared at many places. Ghaaiput was

-the centre of the manufacture of rose scent and rose water. At
‘jaunpur too perfumed essence and fragrant oil, chiefly brie oil,
-‘were prepared. Besides, there were numerous local industries
-at different places. Lucknow, now famous for its embroidered
-cloth and pottery, was then renowned for its excellent bows and
good sweet-meets ; but the former industry had begun to
-decline in the beginning of the second-half of the 13th century.
‘The town of Gorakhpur abounded in rice, girl {clarified butter),
fowl for meat, glass vessels and other things of every day use.
Living was so cheap there that it was proverbiaily believed that
"whoever comes to Gorakhpur seldom goes out of it." Miraapur
was a first rate vegetable market and did also a roaring trade in
fruits. Bah_raich was a famous mart for the products of the
hilly region of Nepal. The people of the hills brought there for

I hioreland, From Akbar to Aursngreb, I2?-I23.
1' Harlin, I54.
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sale gold, glass ornaments, honey, wax, mushpod, pomegranates,
grapes, chillies, turmeric, wet and dry ginger, tasteful sauces,
hunting birds like falcon and hawks and numerous ether things.*"

The upper class, forming only a fringe of the population,.
was wealthy and estravagant. Big landlords and high oflicials
lived in comfort and enjoyed most luturies of the time, spend-
ing huge sums on them. There was a small middle class com-
prising merchants, small zamindars, clerks and well-paid troops.
Merchants and petty landlords were frugal and thrifty, but
clerks and troops, escept those who came from villages, led
eltravagantlives. The usual rate of monthly pay per trooper
was Rs. 30 and probably Rs. 8 or Rs. 10 per foot soldier in the
time of Saadat Khan. But Safdar jang raised it to Rs. 35 for a
Hindusmni horseman, Rs. 50 for a Mughal trooper and Rs. 10 for
a foot soldier. Troops in the service of Rajput chiefs and Muslim
landlords and ofl-icials must have had lower ‘salaries. Lack of"
contemporary material does not enable the student to form an.
accurate idea of the economic condition of the masses. There
is, however, reason to believe that then as now they dwelt in.
low, insanitary mud-huts, roofed with thatches of straw, and
contented themselves with coarse bread and minimum clothing.
Writing of them in 1625 Francisco Pclsart, the chief of the
Dutch Factory at Agra says :—"Their houses are built of mud,.
with thatched roof. Furniture there is little or none, some
earthen-ware pots to hold water and for cooking, and two beds,
for here man and wife do not sleep together. Their bed clothes.
are scanty, merely a sheet, or perhaps two, serving both as under
and over-sheet ; this suffices in the hot weather, but the bitter
cold nights are miserable indeed, and they try to keep warm-
over a little cow-dung fire, which is lit out-side the door,.
heltuse the houses have no fire-place or chimneys ,1 the-
smoke from these fires all over the city is so great that the eyes
run, and the throat seems to he choked."*f The above descrip-
tion and those left by Bernier who spent in this country the
years from 1656 to 1653 and Tavernier who remained here from
' - Hediii. PP. lszssa and ass-firs.

1 Qttoeed in lsilotelaud, From Frkhar to Pturannaeh, p. 15!.
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1640 to 1660 are in all essential points applicable to the northern
Indian peasant and labourer of the 20th century. Hence it may
be accepted that the economic life of the mass of the penpla af
Awadh and Allahabad of the first half of the lfith century did um
materially tlifi'er from that of their ancestors of the llth century,
But corn was then extremely cheap and hence the tradition that
the people did not suffer for want of food in the early daya af
the Nawabi rule.

4.-Rcerorors awn Socrnrr '

Since the permanent settlement ofthe Indo-Aryans in them
Awadh and Allahabad have been principal centres of Hindu
culture and orthodoxy, During the 13th century, as through.
out the Mughal period, streams of pilgrims from all parts of the
country flowed to this land to pay homage to Prayag {Allahabad},
the King of the Holy Places, and to Ayodhya {Faiaahadj and
Kashi {Banaras}. the two of the seven holy cities of Hindu-India,
Naimisar and Misrilth in the Sitapur district were also irnpna-..
tant places of pilgrimage and were visited by thousands of pa;-..
sons every year.* Kashi was still the most important sear of
Sanskrit learning and culture and was thronged by eager pupil;
and pious hermits from all over theland. But as these prnvia...
ces naturally sufiered most from the degeneration of Hinduism,
caste and guru-worship became the religion of the people and
their holy places became also the resorts of parasite class of
beggars, ignorant priests and licentions by pocrites.-I‘ Rai Chira-
tarman, author of the Chahar Gulshan, completed in 1759 A.D.,,
gives a graphic account of the numerous Hindu sects, their queer
beliefs and showy practices and of the ignoble life of the I-lindu
beggars of his time.:|: The Musalmans were no better. Inspire
of their simple and definite creed, they worshipped relics, revered
tombs, and adored saints and illiterate religious medicants.
Thousands of Muhammadans flocked every year to the town of
Babraich, their most important place of pilgrimage in Awadh,

I Chahsr Gulabsn, ~13; Hadlq, 153--151..
1’ Hicliq, 5T5.
I Chahar Gulthan; Ella-35h.
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to make their ofierings to the tomb of of Salar Masud* and tu-
invoke the deceased soldier's aid in the fulfilment of their worrlly
objects.

The first half of the lfitb century was a period of grmt dege-
neration for Awadh and Allahabad and more so for the rest of
India. No genius in any branch of human activity was born.
Nor was any lasting contribution made to literature or art. The
people were sunk in ignorance and superstition. High and low,
Hindus and Mubammadans, all believed in omens, palmistry and
astrology. Safdar Jang, wko set the tone to the society, would
wait for days for an auspicious hour to start on a journey or
begin a campaign 1' Besides the common vices of drinlr, de-
bauchery, plurality of wives and the keeping of concubines
among the upper and middle classes, the society was further
tainted by the evil of slavery. Ivlale and female slaves were
purchased like ordinary commodities, and they were very cheap
at Gorakhpur.:|I Political morality was at its lowest. lslean
intrigues and treacherous conspiracies were the very breath of the
life of the nobles and oflicers, and violation of plighted word,
perfidy and assassination were common occurrences with our
rulers of the first half of the llith century. in flag rant violation
of his word,Saadat Khan could dis-possess a Hindu Singh Chandel,
take an active part in the conspiracy to assassinate a great patron
like Husain Ali Khan and instigate a foreign invader to carry
on the work of spoliation at Delhi, while his successor Safdar
jang would never shrink from getting his invited guest like a
Prathipati or a Javed Khan murdered in his own camp. The
Raiput chiefs would fight with the lord of Faixabad and submit
and enter intn an agreement to pay a tribute. when defeated, but
would rebel again at a suitable opportunity and cause much dis-
turbance in the province. At the time of a political crisis. a
change ofgovernment at Faiaabad or an invasion of the subas by
a neighbouring ruler some of them would be quick in turning the

- rt-eta. 1:-s.
1' Elyar, III, B50.
I I-lsdto, l-51.



annttnsraarron arm rnx t-sorta 257

occasion to their advantage, and would go over to the aide of
the Nawab's enemy. Such a conduct could be justified on one
ground only, namely, that the Nawabs were of foreign extraction
and birth and it was legitimate for the children of the toil an
aspire for freedom. A vast majority of the Hindu officers in tha
services of the Nawabs were, however, faithful to their salt.

The common people, however, were free from moat nf tha
above vices. They were frank, honest, trustworthy and cone-
cientious. The village was still one self-sufficient social unit,
and all classes of people inhabiting it lived like the members of
one great family or brotherhood. All high or low stood toge-
fher in the face of a common danger and each shared the otheris
joy or sorrow. Here there were no caste barriers, except for
dict, marriage or ceremonial purity. High caste Brahmins and
Rajnuts addressed the Chamars or Pasis and their wives ‘Hake’
or ‘Dada’, ‘Kaki' or ‘Dadi', not by their names, and their sons
and daughters played together on equal terms. Women folk
even of the house of the aamindar observed no perch except as a
mark of respect before the older men of their village. The dis-
putes of the people were decided by caste or village panchayats
-or by the xamindar who was the centre of the village-life. The
village-brotherhood in Awadh began to break towards the end of
the 19th century, when the xamindars were reduced to the status
of mere rent-collectors and when the absence of a common dan-
ger from outside, and the introduction of British courts made the
inter-dependence of the people a thing of the past. The break-
down waa complete in the early years of the filth century and
today village life in Awadh has lost much of its cha_rm and is the
life of mutual jealousy, misunderstanding, dispute, litigation and
pnverty.*

l

‘The author is the resident of a village {Andhana, Dist. Eltaptrt} in
rihwadh and has carefully studied the village llfe in the province for years
together.



APPENDIX

Maharaja Nana} Rai
‘I

A Kayastha of the Saxerta sub-caste, Nawal Rai belonged,
according to the local tradition, to a hereditary _Qarrr.r;vgs family of
village Chalrwa Parasana of pargana Etawa. He was, is it said,
first brought to notice by Ratan Chanel, diwan of Sayyid Abdul-
lhh Khan. On entering Nawab Safdar ]ang's service he was-
given an ordinary post, probably of a clerk, but as he possessed
uncommon business capacity, military talents, honesty and win-
ning manners, he rose gradually from office to office till he was
appointed Balthshi [manager-cum-commander) of the Awadh
army. He rendered valuable services to his master _in recog-
nition of which Safdar ]ang elevated him to the post of
Deputy Governor of his suba in filctober 1743 [Siyar III, S50-
and 375}, and obtained for him a grant of some villages in
pargana Firoxabad of Babraich district from Emperor Muham-
mad Shah.* So successful was his administration that when,
towards the end of 1743, his master got Allahabad in addition
to Awadh he placed that province too under Nawal Rai's con-
trol. In 1749 Safdar jang secured for him another grant of
Sarai Daulat and a few other villages in pargana Mohan in-
Lucknow district of the value of Rs. E036 from Emperor
Ahmad Shahf. In january l?5l] the dominion of the Bangash.
Nawab of Farrukhabad, which ‘comprised thirty three parganas,
was added to his charge (Imad, 45}. First be received the
title of ‘Raja', but afterwards he was ennobled as ‘Maharaja.
Bahadur’ (Maktubat, 133). He died fighting in the cause of
his master on 13th August, 1750.

Highly educated and cultured, the Maharaja possessed some
hnowledge of Hindu Shastras also. He was so religious that he
would not o out without saying his morning prayers. His-S

'1' The grant was given by a pnrttrnnn of wsrir Qamtnddln Khan, dated.
11th Muharram of Iillllth regnal year of Muhammad Shah.

1' Ahmad Shah's fnrnten, dated 1? SI-taban 1161 H.
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-dcvotion to Hinduism found expression in the construction by
him oftwo famous temples at Ayodhya-the Nagaahwa; Nat};
and Lakshmiji‘s temples. Both as H-alrhshi and Deputy-ggnerngg
he had fierce unmanageable Pathans and proud Barha Sayyids
as well as Hindu snldiers under his command and kept them
contented by his solicitude for their welfare and tact in manag-...
ing with them. He was an able and just revenue officer, and
in administering even-handed justice he had no regard for per.
sons or rank. He made an example of one Chaudhari Salam-
Ullah of Sandi in Hatdoi district for tyrannising over the people
{U.P. Historical Society Journal, 1934}. he an administrator he
was skilful and independent-minded; he would not allow
Safdar ]ang‘s son or relations to interfere “with the administra-
tion and would not carry out any-body’s nrders except those of
the Nawab-waxir, incurring thereby Shuja-ud-daula’s implacable
displeasure {l"Iacliq, 156). All the officers in Awadh and Alla-
habad were definitely subordinate to him. When in October,
1743 Sayyid Hidayat Ali Khan, father of the historian Ghulam
Husain Khan, whn was appointed Faujdar of the Khaitabad
sarltar, did not choose to be placed under the Ivlaharajais orders,
Safdar jang, anxious to maintain his Naib‘s prestige, discreetly
took the Sayyid with him to Delhi. ln fact the Nawab held
Nawal Rai in high regard, and gave him his full confidence and
support. On the news of the lattcris deathg he was plunged
into great grief and felt his loss as that of a dear friend -or
relation.

Nawal Raiis chief fault appears to hav'e been his addictipri
to wine, which was responsible for the Bangash lady, Bibl-
Sabiha's escape from his camp. But it sceems that he usually
drank during the night only.

Nawal Rai was fond of buildings and other works of Pubiiii
utility. He built for himself two houses—-one at fiifldhfa ‘ad
another at Khush-halganj {now Dara Ganj) in Allahabad and ex-
cavated a tank at the latter place. He founded the town of
Nawalganj, situated 13 miles south-west of Lucknow, and ador-
ned it with stately buildings and pleasant gardens, protecting it
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by a strong brick wall with four gates in the four directionsr
and by a deep ditch round it. He connected it with Lucknow
and Mohan (2 miles west of Nawalganj) by roads on both sides
of which he planted shady trees. He made this town the prin-
cipal residence of his family and populated it by rieh merchants
and artisans. He built another town, four miles east of Nawal-
ganj and named it Khush-halganj after the name of his son,
Khush-hal Rai, filling it with lofty buildings and beautiful
gardens. Nawalganj has experienced many ups and downs of
fortune. On the founderis death it was plundered by the
neighbouring aamindars, but it soon regained its prosperity
when order was restored after the Pathan disturbances. After
his accession in 1754 Shuja-ud-daula, who bore a grudge against
the Maharaja, demolished Nawalganj and out of its material built
‘Waairganj, between that town and Lucknow. But Nawab Asafud-
daula, realising Nawal Rai’s loyal services to his house, taxed
Waairganj to the ground and re-built and re-populated Nawab
ganj. It was a prosperous town during I730-1731 A. D. when
Mutrara Husain was writing his Hadigar-cf-egefiin. It stands
even now as one of the many memorials of Maharaja Nawal Rai.

Nawal Rai's son Kbush-bal Rai had no male issue. He had
only one daughter who was married to Rai Ishwari Prasad. The
latter"s descendants reside in Nawal Rai's Allahabad residence,
situated in Dara Ganj mohalla of that city.
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1. Tbs Wage-i-Sbab Allan: Saei-(Sarkar MS) The work is
a diary of events and news of Delhi and the Empire between
1739 and 1799 A.D., kept by a resident of the imperial city.
The only copy of this diary known to exist belongs to Sir jade-
nath Sarkar who procured it from a Kayastha family of Patna.
Although in its present form it has many gaps, yet it may he
regarded as the chief source of history of this period. Sir
Jadunath gives it the appropriate name of the "Delhi Chronicle
during the Anarchy" and describes it in these words :--"It is of
priceless importance and constitutes a record of supreme value
to the critical historian of this period. Here we have an abso-
lutely contemporary chronicle of the events and rumours of
Delhi, written down immediately afterwards by an inhabitant of
the city, without any embellishment, garhliug or artificial arran-
gement of a later date... ..." The Delhi Chronicle has enabled
me to fit correct dates of many of the events. e.g., the Id-day
plot, the first and second Jar expeditions and many ineidents
during the Civil War, and so on.

2. Mserar-#3-Maktuinar sr MaEta6ar-i-Masraria—{]alsa-i-Tah-
aib Library, Lucknow, MS.) It consists of letters of Saadat
Khan and Safdar Jang to Emperor Muhd. Shah, Niaam-ul-Mulk,
Qamrud-din-Khan, Khan-i-Dauran and to other nobles and
notables of the time, and Parwanqfar (orders) to the Nawab's
agents and oflicers in Awadh, These number several hundreds
and were collected and arranged in hook form in 1201 H. by
Munshl Awadhi Lal, son of Santukh Rai, Secretary to Safdar
Jang. Santukh Rai was also responsible for drafting many of
the letters. They are the very raw materials of history and henoe
the most valuable souroe of information for our period. A few
of the important sections of my book, e.g., Safdar jang"s pe-
dition against Tiloi in 1739 and the defeat oi the chief of
Katesar are entirely based on them. These are altogether un-



262 rmsr two trawaas or awann

known to scholars and it was only by a lucky chance that 1
discovered them in an unimportant library. Their destruction
would have meant an irreparable loss to the historian of this
period.

3. Ierire-i-Rerfiee Ke!e.w—(Sarlrar MS.) This is a collection
of letters written bypflhupat Rai, Munshi to Nawab Rad-ands:
Khan, Faujdar oi Baiswara in Awadh during the early years of
the lBth century. The letters give a graphic account of the condi-
tlou of Awadh before Saadat Khan, of lawlessness and dacoities
in Baiswara and other parganas of the province. The work is
extremely valuable and was used by Charles Alfred Elliot in his
"Chronicles of Clonao,“ published in 1362 A.D,

4. Gufriree-i-Bu!3er—[5arkar M5.) This is also a collection
of letters by Hat Sewalr Das, a writer in the service of Nawab
Hakeem Khan who was a contemporary of Safdar Jang. They
were collected and arranged in book form in 1199 I-I. by Ganga
Bishan Bhatnagar. Among other things they describe the
marauding activity of Ali Muhammad Khan Ruhela, his escape
from Sar-bind and his plunder of Deohand, Saharanpur, Bareilly
and other places. They also give an account of Jera Gujar’s
rebellious acts and the measures which Safdar Jang adopted to
suppress both.

5. Tag-Kirer-or-Eeierie Cfiegbrei or Teriabb-r’-Cilughtei :-(V. L.
Udaiput MS.) of Muhammad Hadi alias Kamwar Khan. The
author held various ofiices under Farrulrh-siyar, Rafi ud-darjat,
Rafi-ud-daula and Muhammad Shah and was thus an eye witness
of many of the things described in this history. The work is a~
history of the Mughal dynasty in two bulky volumes. The-
Second volume begins with Shah jahan and ends with the orb
year of the reign of Muhammad Shah. Although towards the
end it assumes the character of a brief diary of events, chiefly
appointment and dismissal of oflicers, it is eeact in dares and
occurrences, and is extremely valuable for --Saadat =Khan's early
career at the Mughal court. But for it we would not have been
able to Ea the correct dates of Saadat K.han"s appointment to
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Hindaun and Bayana, his ioining the imperial army bound for the
Deccan, his appointment to Agra, transfer to Awadh and similar
-other incidents of his early life.

I5. Maareiaeeh-oi-irrheb— (Per Tear published by A. S. B_,
-Calcutta) of Khafi Khan. The work consists of two big volumes,
-of which the second deals with our period. It is second in
importance to Kamwar l<.'.han"s Tarilrh i-Chaghtai Khaii Khan
was a contemporary of Saadat Khan. I-Ie gives a correct but
summary account of Saadat Khan’s early career at court upto the
"time of his appointment to Atvadh.

T. Tageire-i-Asses’ Raw-( Sarkar Ii-IS. ) of Anand Ram
Mukhlis. A highly learned man, the author was secretary to
waair Qamr-ud-din Khan and bad unique opportunities of get-
ting first-hand information about things and important persona-
lities of the time. He was an eye witness of most of the events
described by him. Anand Ram writes in a simple, easy and yet
graceful style. The Taakira is divided into three parts--Nadir
Shah’s invasion, expedition to . Bangarh and the invasion of
Ahmad Shah Abdali, each written immediately after the occur-
rence of the events described, anti is easily the best authority on
the subject. It is quite accurate in tiates and is rich in graphic
details.

B. .Mirn.f-of-tvarider, also .i=.ssaw or Tnrfitfi--i-Cdngdrni er Tsrfrhib
.i-Meireerared ..lliIcEti—(V.L.U. MS.) of Muhammad Sbafi Tehrani
whose pen-name was Warid. The author was born on 26th
Zil Hijiah 1037 I-I. near Sambhal Moratlahad. From his boyf
hood he had interest in literature and from the age of nine began
eomposing verses, On his father’s death in 111'? H. he tools
-service under Prince Aaim-us~shan. A few years after he quitted
service and turned a darvesh_ He began this worlr in 1142 H.
and completed it in 1147 H. He says that from the time‘ of
Bahadur Shah to that of Muhammad Shah he saw every thing
with his own eyes. The authot"s treatment is original, but he
has ignored the chronological order and has introduced anec-
dotes in the middle. He has given some very important ddtails



264 near two tuwaea or awanfi

about Bh_agwant"s rebellion which are not found in any other
work. He mentions Saadat Khan’! name only- twice-once in the
preface and the second time in connection with Husain Ali!
Kl‘-NIH‘! murder.

,9. Jiirebnassa-i-zlfaeeaorer Kufeae-—(A.5.B. M5.) of Shiva Das
Luclrnawi. It is a history of the reigns of Farrukh-siyar, Rafi-
ud-darjat and Rati-ud-daula and ends with the fourth regnal year
of Muhammad Shah. It is a reliable and accurate worlr and is
chiefly useful for a detailed account of Nil Kanth"s defeat and
dmth and Saadat Khan's fruitless struggle against the ]ats. The
date of the composition is not given, but as the author belonged
to Lucknow I presume that he must have completed the work
before September 1722, the date of Saadat Khan's appointment
to Awadh, or else he must have given some account of the Khan.

re. jeeeen r'-.$'a.ev.tasr—(r't.S.B. MS.) of Muhammad Muhsin
Bijnori. The author was a protege of Khan Dauran Samsam-
ud-daula. He composed this worlt in 1153 H. and named it
after his deceased patron. It is primarily a history of Nadir
Shah’s invasion, but it also gives a brief account of the Mughal
Empire from Bahadur Shah to Muhammad Shah. It gives a
summary account, though partly incorrect, of Saadat Khan's
life to his death. It is written in a difl-icult and flowery language
and is highly eulogistic to Khan Dauran, while it vehemently
criticises the conduct of the Niaatn, Qamr-ud-din Khan and
Saadat Khan during the Persian invasion.

Hikger-Farah Nadir Shah-(A.S.B. MS.) This anonymous
"work is a criticism of the conduct of Muhammad Shah and his-
rtobles during the time of Nadir Shah's invasion, the chief object
of attack being Khan Dauran and Saadat Khan. Though ins-
pired by a spirit of vindictive fault- finding and though full of
errors, the book amply repays perusal. The date of its compo-

not given, but it seems to have been written soon after
Ithl:'Persian invasion. It is highly probable that it may be a.
-trtfutadon of the jauhar-i-Samsam, for it praises the Nieam who-
il the chief -object of attack in the latter work.
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rr. ]a.i1aeKar.ire-f-Nudirr'—»{V.L.U. M5. and Per, Test litho.
at Bombay) of Mirna Muhammad Mahdi Khan, Mir Munshi to-
Nadir Shah. The MS. in the V. L. Udaipur was transcribed
on 15th Rabi. I. 1240 H., while the test was lithogtaphed on.-
Bth iamada I. 1245 H. The test has some misprints and has»
omitteda word here and there, The work is a biography of
Nadir Shah. Though written in a difiicult style, it is the most
important source of our information on Nadir's invasion of Indiae

ry. Tarvihi: Alsace’ re-=sr_(sr1¢isa Museum Persian MS. Or
2005) rotographed for Sit Jadunath Sarlrar who kindly lent his
copy to me. It is an anonymous history of the reign of Empe-
ror Ahmad Shah, written by a courtier of his, who was present"
at Delhi altuost throughout-the reign. It is the best and most
detailed contemporary worlr on the period, chiefly on the war
between Safdar jang and his master. Barring some minor errors-
in some of the dates of the early years of r'thmad’s life, no other
worlt can be compared to it in point of accuracy of facts, ands
the wealth ofdetails of the information supplied by it. The
leaves of the British Museum M5. are wrongly arranged.

re. Heafqer-cf-A»hsr—{Pcr. tert lithograpbcd at Haidtabad,
Deccan) of Mir Mam. It was composed in 1?9H A.D., and is
very valuable for an account of the Niaarns of Haidtabad, their-
relations with Delhi and of the activities of_ Firoa Jang and:
Imad-ul-mullt.

ry. i'hranrrtsvc—(Sarlrar MS.) of Muhammad Qasim Lahori.
It is an important and accurate work and commences from the
death of Autangeeb and comes down to 1157 H. (I743 A.D.}~
The author was a contemporary of both Saadat Khan and Safdar
]ang and was an eye-witness of many of the occurrences descri-
bed by him. His account of Saadat Khan's active part in the
conspiracy against Husain Ali Khan's life, his fight with Ghairat
Khan, his entertainment of Persian envoys, struggle with the-
Marathas, and diplomatic conversation with Nadir Shah are-
particularly important._

16, Cllaiar Geiger-i-£e.g,fei—(Sarkar MS.) of Harleharau Du.-
"This rare work was completed on 1st Ramaau 1198 H.
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-(H34 A. D.) The author belonged to a Qanungo family of
1-pargana Meerut and was in the employment of Nawab Qasim Ali
Khan of Delhi, a relation of lshaq Khan Najmud-daula, In 1511,;

1" TERI Bf filamgir 2nd's reign he migrated to Awadh with his
master's family and remained in the service of Khanam Sahiba,

sclaughter of N. Qasim Khan, who lived at Faiaabad. The author
was granted a evaded-i-rnnvrit by Shuja~ud-daula. He began his

'l1l5l*?-'1]? Whffl he was BU years of age and named it after his dece-
ased patron. As the work was compiled at the Lucknow court,
I-lati Charan adopted a partisan attitude on some topics connected
with the life of Saadat Khan and Safdar Jang. Sometimes he
has confused dates e, g , he gives 1141 I-I, as the date of Saadat
Khan's appointment to Awadh, while the correct one is 1134 H,
Most of his dates connected with our period are wrong.

17. l'l»rat'aanre—f .A.S B,MS. ) of Khair-ud-din Muhd. Alla-
habadi, who is also the author of Balwant-nama and Tarikh-i-
Jaunpur. The Ibratnama {or the book of warning) was composed
during the first decade of the l'5lth century. It begins from
Shah Alam I and gives a mere summary accounts of the reigns
of Muhammad Shah and Ahmad Shah and hence is of little value
for our period. But as the author was anirnportant oliicer in
the service of jahandar Shah, son of Shah Alam Ii, the work is
useful for the reign of the latter monarch, and the activities of
Shuja-ud daula.

13. Tarr'»én-i-ilielhir K»iIarrr' alias Tagtiaira-r'-.5'.l=alér'r i(i=sn—{Sarltar
M5,). The author, Shakir Khan, belonged to a distinguished
Shaikh family of Panipat, which migrated to Patna during the
anarchy of Shah Alam Il’s reign. His father, Lutf-ullah Khan
=hcld a mansab of '?,U{l[l and was governor of Delhi at the time
-of Nadir's invasion. Shaltir Khan at that time was a Bakh shi in
the Risala-i-Sultani. He rose to be a diwan in the time of
Alamgir II. He says that from the accession of Muhammad Shah
to that of Shah Alam ll he observed things with his own eyes
-and recorded them in his bodk. Although not a regular history
‘of day monarch or time, it is a very valuable work and throwe
a flood of light on our period. Its main defect is tliat the atithor
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has ignorcd chronological nrdcr of crcnts, r. g.,hc maltcs thc
Id-clay plot to hasrc talrcn placc aftcr thc mnrdcr of Javcd Khan.

19. .Ea_;arn-i-atagia, also lrnown as Tcrilair-i-Nasir .1'.£ra.£=i—-(Imp.
L. C. MS) of Abdul Karim Kashmiri. Thc author was a 1carncd*
man of widc capcricncc and accuratc obscrvation, and had trav-
cllcd abroad in Arab‘ Pit-1, crsia and Afghanistan. Thc first part“
of his work dcals with thc biography of Nadir Shah and his
invasion of India wh'l h, 1c r c scconcl girrcs thc history of thc-
Indian Timuridcs down to 1191 H. ( 1?El3 A. D. J. It is a vcry
rraluablc and accuratc work and is
ihvasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah Abdali and thc rcign»
of Ahmad Shah Timuri, His clctails about Prwadh, Ruhcllthand
and thc Panjah arc valuahlc and corrcct. Thc last fcw pagcs of
thc Imp. L. MS. arc missing, for thcsc Ihavc consultcd, andi
gitrcu rcfcrcncc to Sir ]adunath’s MS. _

20.—Tcim'rcr ai-Nagirin (A. S. B. MS.) of Sajryid Muhammad.
Thc author, horn in 1101 H., bclongccl to a clistinguishcd Shaikh.
family of Bilgram, thc homc of Islamic lcarning in Awadh during
mcdictral timcs. Thc Tahsir, complctccl in 1182 H. (1768 A D.},.
givcs biographical accounts of thc Muslim gcntlcmcn of Bilgram»
from 1101 I-I. to 1132 H. with thc prccisc datc for cach important
cvcnt conncctcd with thcir lirtcs. It incidcntly rcfcrs to mattcrs‘-
conncctcd with Dclhi and Awadh and is srcry accuratc and uscful.
It is our solc authority for thc Rajput rchcilion hcadccl by Nawab
Singh of Tiloi in 1'?3'? A.D. It also girrcs' uscful dctails about
thc dcfcar and dcath of Qaim Khan, dcfcat and dcath of Nawab
Rai and Safdar ]ang"s war with thc Empcror.

.rr. Hadigcr-a!-ugalisr -(Pcr. Tcst, litho. N.K. Prcss, Luck-~
now) by Murtaca Husain of Bilgram. Hc was a Munshi (sccrc-
rary) to Captain jonathan Scott, (Pcrsian Sccrctary to ‘Warrcn
Hastings} and composcd thc work at his rcqncst bctwccn 1'lfl0—---
1731 A.D. Born in 1133 H., thc author had for somctimc hccn-.»
m thc scrvicc of Sarbulancl Khan, Saadat Khan Nawal Rai
Safdar Jang, Ahmad Khan Bangash, :tc., and finally rrrrcrccl
that of jonathan Scott on Jamada. I. 1190 H. Although tlll-1'
work is primarily a topographical account of thc world as ‘lb:

particularly uscful For thc~
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=author understood it to he, it gives an eztrcmely valuable
account of thc carccrssof Saadat Khan, Safdar ]ang, Nawll Rll
-and Ahmad Khan Bangash all of whom Murtaza Husain lrnew
"well. The author has unticccl small but important incidents and
that recorded useful anecdotes about the persnnages which we
miss in other works.

zz. Gafirruc-i-Rnbrnar of Nawab Mustajab Khan, son of
vHafiz Rahmat Khan, tr. by Sir Charles Elliot. The work is a
biography of Hafiz Rahmat Khan and is thc most important
snurcc of our imformation on thc affairs of Ruhelkhand from
'Daud to the cnd of the time of Hafiz Rahmat Khan. Although,
like all otbcr Pathan works, it is partial to thc author's racc, it

~is useful for the history of Bangash Nawabs, Ahmad Shah
Abdali and Awadh Nawabs. Somc crrors have crcpt into this
work. The following will scrvc as a typical ezamplc: Musrjab
‘Khan says that Bibi Sahiha was rescued by Sahib Rai at Lars»-Essa’.
Whcn this ncws rcachcd Delhi, Safdar jang ordcrcd Raja Nawal
Rai to go to Farrukhabad and re-arrest her. So he set out for
"that town. Whcn Ahmad Khan heard this, he decided to way-
lay him. Ahmad Khan and Rustam Khan attacked Nawal Rai
-at tbrcc »i:s.r from Man, drove his mcn away and cut him to
picccs. For corrcct dctails scc thc tczt.

.13. .$'r';|rar-af-.ssrrra1E£=rHs—(Pcr. Tczt, litho. N.K. Prcss_ Luck-
snow) of Sayyid Ghulam Husain Khan Taba-Tabai. It is a com-
prchensive history of India from thc carlicst timcs to 1195 H.
(ITS!) A_D J. thc ycar of its complction. The 2nd volumc bcgina
from the death of Aurangzeb and thc narration is carricd on in
thc III Vol. down to ‘Warren Hastings. Born in 1140 H. the
author was a contemporary of Safdar jang. He and his fathcr,
Hidayat Ali Khan, accompanied the Nawab to Delhi. Hidayat
Ali Khan entered Safdar _]ang’s service and was present with him
in the 1st Pathan War. The historian’s uncle, Abdul Ali Khan,
fought in Safdar ]ang's army in the 2nd Pathan War, whil:
Hidayat All took an active part in the Civil War against his cz-
-enaster, The authnr himself was intimately acquainted with
£afdar.]ang and other nobles and had thus unique opportunities
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to obtain first-hand information about men and things of 11;:
time. Hence the Siyar is a primary authority on Ahmad Shh’;
reign. The English translation by Mustafa is not everywhere
-quite accurate. For etrample, he wrongly renders the pharsn
...;-..-sin -e-.1-_,_,-3 any ¢..’;.5 as he was "zealous assertnr of hia
-.-religion." The translator very often omits days and dates givgq
tin the Persian Tezt.

.r4_ Tarikb-i-Ms-g;c_fi'cri—[V.L.U. MS.) of Muhammad Ali
Khan Ansari, san of Hidayat Ullah Khan, son of Lutf Uliah
Khan. The author left Panipat, his ancestral home, in search of
employment arid became darsghc of the Faujdari Adalat of Tir-
~hut and Hajipur through the patronage of Muhammad Raza
Khan Muzallar jang, the Naib-Nazim of Bangal. The Tarilth-i-
Muzafiari was composed about 1300 ILD. and named gftgr sh;
tpatron of the author. It is a general history of the Mughal
Empire and comes down to 1212 H. {l'?'?9 A. D.) Upto the
end of Muhammad Shah's reign the author appears to hay:
borrowed his material from the Siyar. His chapters on Bangal
and Bihar are a mere summary of Ghulam Husain's hook. Bur
-it is important and original on Ahmad Shah's reign.

.2}. Mire!-i-Abrsoo'r'-(V. L. U. MS.) of Ali Muhammad
Khan. The author was a diwan of the province of Gujarat and

-completed the work in 1175 H. {l'l'6l A.D.) It is a general
thistory of Guiarat from the beginning of the Muslim rule to
1761 A.D., and is divided into three volumes. Incidently is
gives an account of Delhi affairs also. In it we come across
some important facts which are not found in other works, e.g.,
~the duration of Sarhuland Khan's first governorship of Gujarat
.-and the e:tact date of Safdar ]ang"s landing at Surat.

as’. Maris-or-Usrra Vol’. I-Hi'—(Per. Tear, published by
A.S.B.) of Shah Nawaz Khan Samsam-ud-Dania. The author
was an important ofi-lccr of the Nizam of Haidrabad. His father
:Samsam-ud-Daula was appointed Vakil-i-Mutlaq in 1167 H. and
-murdered in 1171 H. The author began this work on the basis
-of the contemporary Persian.lviSS. in 1132 H, (1763 A. D.) and
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completed it in 1780 a..:o. It is a biographical dictionary of the
Mughal peerage and is useful.

:7. Maris-f-Arefi—{A.S.B. MS.) of Lachhimi Narayan. The
author was a poet and historian and was in the service of the
Nizam. His pen name was "Shafiq.’ He composed this work
in 1793 AD. It isa general history of the ruling house of'
Haidrabad from the first Nizam to 1793. It is a valuable work
and gives much reliable information about the Nizamis relations-
with Awadh.

.13, Ta-ifs:-i-Tags alias Balwant-scorn (a..S.B. MS.) of Khair.
ud-din Muhammad. Khair-ud-din is also the author of a few
other historical works. The present work is a detailed and.
accurate history oi the ruling house of Banaras from Mansa Ram
to 1195 H. (17513 A D.) It gives an eztremely valuable account
of the relations between Saatlat Khan and Safdar jang on the one
hand and Mansa Ram and Balwant Siugh of Banaras on the other.
The author originally planned to write five Etah: (chapters), that
is, to the end of the time of Udit Natayan, the fifth ruler of the
dynasty. But either he could not carry out his plans or the latter
pages of the MS. are missing. The British Museum and the-
India ofl-lce copies also have three chapters as the A.S.B. copy.

zy_ Masdce-a'r~JhcJar—(A.S.B. MS.) of Sayyid Sultan All
Khan Safawi. The author composed the worlt between 1793?
and 1802 .A.D. at the Lucknow court and dedicated it to his
patron, Saatlat All Khan, the fifth ruler of Awadh. It is a gene-
ral history of the Mughal dynasty in four bulky vols. The
fourth volume commences with the reign of Bahadur Shah I and
ends with 1217 H. (I302 A.D.), the seventh year of Saadat All
Khan's rule. The Maadan is a mere para-phrase of the Siyar
and in many places the author has copied verbatim from the latter
work, its only special feature being a detailed account of Saadat.
Ali's rule at the end. Like a court-writer Sultan All has adopted:
a partisan view on many topics, such as, Saadat Khan’s death,
Safdar ]ang's expedition to Patna, his appointment to wizarat and-
I-D DD.
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3c. Imed-as-Fonda!-(Per-teat, Litho., N.K. Press, Lucknow}

-of Mir Ghnlam Ali of Lucknow. The work is a regular history
of the Nawabs of Awadh from Saadat Khan Bnrhan-ul-mull: to
Saadat Ali Khan, the fifth ruler of the dynasty. The author,
who belonged to Delhi, bad migrated to Lucknow towards the
end of 1202 H. He composed the present work at the request
of Colonel Baillie, Resident at Lucknow, in 1303 A.D. and named
it after his patron, Saadat All Khan. Although Ghulam All
was a court-writer and tried to shield the Awadh Nawab;
from as much blame as he could, his book is a very valuable
source for our period. Besides much new information on many
topics, it gives the ancestry and early careers of Saatlat Khan
and Safdar ]ang—things not found in any other history of that
time.

yr. Tersil-:.b-1'-Ki1crgv' Nadir Shah he-Hindustan alias Tori.in!i-i-
Mryfigfimfld Ibohf, Var’. .l'I.—(Sarkar M5,) of Muhammad Bakhsh
Ashob. This is the most elaborate work on Nadir Shah’s
invasion and was composed in 1735 A. D. It also gives a brief
account of Muhammad Shah's campaign against Ali Muhammad
Khan Ruhela and of the first Abdali invasion. Ashob s style is
verbose and pedantic, and it socms that his book is based on
hnand Ram's Tazltira, although he assures us that he was
present at Karnal, Bangash and Sarhind. '

5.2, Unto-i-Heidrairsd an Aasasllv-(O. P. L.-Patna-MS.) of
Ghnlam Ali Aaad. The above work gives a connected account
of the careers of Saadat Khan and Safdar Jang and is made up
of eztracts from the author’: voluminous work, the K.fIo{o.rra-.li-
Aaeirn. Ghulam Ali Azad was a poet and scholar and seems to
biog med the same sources as his contemporary Ghulam Husain
Khan Taba-Tabai. His work is accurate and useful,

33. Tsrilbh-f-Banaras-(0.P.L.-Patna-MS.) of Ghulam Husain
Khan, son of Himmat Khan. Like Khair-ucl-din, the author
traces the history of Mansa Ram's family ltom Ghitu Misra of
,,i||1g¢ Damcia and brings it down to near the end of the 12th
century A.H. It is written in a florid and laudatory style and is
highly eulogistic to ldansa Ram and Balwant Singh.
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_-3;. Hedi-yer-at .i'q"e-(.d..S.B. MS.) of Yusuf Ali. It is a
general history of Islamic lands down to 1173 H. (U59 A.D.).
The second and third ‘Vols. deal with the Indian Timurides. It
is useful for the period, but the author does not give any thing
more than what we find in other works.

5,1‘. Tsrirbo-1'-Asfi-—(D. P. L. Patna MS.) of Shaikh Muham-
mad Saleh, entitled Qudrat. The author was in the service of
an English oflicer, named Iames Brown. He composed the work
at l3rown’s request in the time of Shah diam II. It begins from
Bahadur Shall I and comes down to Shah Alam II. It gives
useful details about the Id-day Plot and the Civil War.

5s. Choker-i-Gnfrhcn—(lf. L. U. MS} of Rai Chhatraman
Raizada. It was composed in IIT3 H. (FY59 .z'l.D.}. Tl-in wgrk

is extremely useful for topographical details of the Mughal
provinces and the history of religious sects in the first half of
the 1Sth century. -

5; Hrt.rrr'o Fouls’, also known as Tcrikh-i-Ahmcdfhod Darrrcrri
-(A.S.B. MS ) of Imam-ud-din Husaini. In 1796 A. D. the
author, an Indian Muhammadan, had the opportunity of making
a journey to .-"lfghan1stan, where he learnt the history of the
Dnrrani family. He returned to Lucknow and composed the
work in W93, P dedicating it to his spiritual preccptor Abu
hluhsin Husaini. As the title indicates, it is a biography of
Ahmad Shah Abdali The early career is fair and accurate, but
the later portions are defective and full of half truths and mis-
statements. The whole work is a panegy ric, and yet it does not
give as many tletails as a general history like the Siyar.

.53-I Mliiiiffiftif fofftéd Bad is; Ncdirr'o—(Per. rest in Sir Sar-
ltar"s Library] by Muhammad Amin Abdul Hasan Gulistane.
The author was a Persian who had migrated to Murshidabad ten
years after the death of Nadir Shah. The work is a biography
of Ahmad Shah Abdali and deals with his invasions of India in
detail. As Gulistane was a Shia and a warm admirer of Safdar
jang, he ascribes the Indian victory over the Abdali near Sarhind
solely to that New-ab"s Persian troops, and makes the false stare-
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meot that the Turanis and Hindusranis did nothing. It is merely
a secondary source for our period.

39. Teriblt-f-I.vred-a!-eva!.i:—-(D. P. L. Patna MS.) of Abdul
Qadir alias Ghulam Qadir Khan Jaisi. The author's father was
the chief Qazi at Banaras. The work was composed in 1250 H,
at the request of Thersi, an English nfl-icer in Banaras. It is a
biography of Imad-ul-mulk, and though not a contemporary
work, it repays perusal.

4e. Tafgifa-nf—G.l1ofiIen— (Tr, by W. I-Ioey and published in
1335) of Abu Teffh Lsarisnf. The work was composed in 1211 H,
(179? A. D.) at the request of Captain Richardson of Calcutta,
The author was a revenue ofi-icer in Asaf-ud-daula's service. It
is a history ofthe time of that Nawab-Wazir, but it also gives
some important facts about Saadat Khan and Safdar jar-lg,

41. Gel-i-Refract-(O. P. L. Patna MS.) of Saadat Yar
Khan, a grandson of Hafiz Rahmat Khan. The work, compos-
ed in 1249 H. is divided into ~four chapters and is based on
Gulistan-i-Rahmat. It covers the same ground as the former
work and gives nothing new. At some places the author sup-
presses inconvenient truth, e. g., he does not give the original
caste and parentage of All Muhammad Khan Ruhela. See page 6b.

42. Terfisft-f-Ferrn.fedahad—-{A. S. B. MS.) of Muhammad-
Wali~U]lah. The work was composed at the request of Col.
Baillie of Lucknow. It is primarilya history of the Bangash
Nawabs of Farrukhabad, but it also gives an account of the
history of Delhi and Awadh. On Awadh alfairs it is based
entirely on [mad-us-Saadat, and the author has successfully
imitated the latter's method of treatment.

4-3. Terfrkb f-.$'eateer]hsr'-f-J‘e:'err'n-f-Astodb—(A. S. B. MS.) of
Kamal-ud-din Haidcr of Lucknow. The work was composed
at the request of Sir Henry Elliot in 1263 H. (184? A. 1].). Its
importance lies in the geneological details about Saadat Khan
and Safdar ]ang's ancestors, their families and their descendants
and in the preservation of traditions. For political history it is
entirely based on lmad.
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‘H. Terirblr-i-.iklabrnrfsr—{D, P. L. Patna MS.) of Muhammad
Muhtashim, a grandson of Hafiz Rahmat Khan. The author-
was a pensioner of the Awadh court and composed this work
in 1253 H. (1337 A. D.) with the obiect of writing an account
of the reign of king Nasir-ud-din Haidcr of Awadh. As for
the careers of Sradat Khan and Safdar jang. it is nothing but a
paraphrase of lmad. Ar some places the author has copied it
verbatim.

45. Mfrs!-f-.AfIai1-.Nasve—[v. L. U. MS.) of fibdnr-Rahman
entitled Shah Nawaz Khan. The work was completed in the
45th year of Shah Alam Il’s reign and is divided into two
volumes. The second deals with the history of the Mughal
Empire. Upto hhmad Shah’s reign it is very sketchy. It is
useful only for the reign of Shah Alam II.

46. Alla-'e!3i-Sciatic-i-Marekltiris-—{V. L. U. MS.}. It is an
anonymous work and begins abruptly with Aurangzeb on
g=ath.bed and comes down to the 3Crh year of Shah Alam l1’s
reign. It has been copied through-our from other works.
From Nadir Shah"s invasion to the Bilth year of Shah Alam II it
has been copied verbatim without the change of a comma from
the Mirat-i-nftab Numa of Shah Nawaz Khan. Another copy
of the same work written in the same hand, on e::-tactly similar
Paper and in the same ink is preserved in the O. P. L. Patna.

47, Terilltb-r‘-Feral? llmhivrh-(Tr. by W. Hoey under the title
GE Mernoris of Delhi and Faizabad) of Muhammad Faiz Bakhah,
The work is not useful about Saadat Khan and Safdar ]ang"s
times.

43. jets-i-_iefau—nnsre——(M. B. L. MS.) of Muzaffar Husain.
Though almost contemporary, it is not useful for our subject.

49, Suites-of-Hnbp'er—{M.B.L. MS.) of Lalji, son of Shital
Prasad. It was composed in Ramzan, 1269 H. (June, 1853
A.D.). It gives a mere summary of the history of Awadh from
Saadat Khan to Wajid Ali Shah and is only useful for the con.
temporary chronograms that it has given. Recently I came
across another and a fuller edition of this work in the Rampur
Library. It too does not throw a fresh light on the subjeetr“
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50. Barren-i-Awedlv--(Per. tear printed at Lucknow) of Raja
Shiva Prasad of Sandila. It is a history of Awadh from Saadat
Khan to ‘illlaiid Ali Shah and is based on Imad.

51. l’ee'ger- r-Bmlredari-(Persian MS., Central Records office,
Allahabad ) of Bahadur Singh Bhatnagar, composed in 1833-34
A. D. (1249 A. H.). The author had in 131'? A. D. migrated
to Lucknow from his original home in Delhi, and there under-
-taken to compile a voluminous work which he named after himself.
The work is very rare and gives the reminiscenes of the author.
It is not a chronicle, but a memoir-cum-gazetteer. The historical
narrative is based on Imad and Maadan; but the topographical
account of the country, its products, industries and commerce
and the description of Hindu religious sects and the lives of
Persian and Hindi poets, etc are useful,

B. Marathi
1. Jrfrrrfsnr jirartt to Peshwa Defies, rtsfr. r-4; {published by

the Government of Bombay and printed at the Government
Central Press, Bombay}. Hitherto scholars had no access to the
above papers. The Government of Bombay has done a great
service to the cause of scholarship by publishing them and
making them available at a cheap price to the students of Indian
history. The papers are valuable supplements to the contemp-
nrary Persian histories and much of our information about Saadat
Khan and Safdar_]ang’s policy towards the Marathas and their
doings at Delhi and Safdar ]ang"s wars with his enemies is
derived from them. Without them our knowledge of this
obscure period would not have been complete.

2. .l'nhr.r."»l2 Porrrs Ycrlf Wegare Ldalidl, (Second Edition)
edited by G. S. Satdesai, assisted by Y. M. Kale and V. S.
"v'akaskar, with a foreword by Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Chitrasala
Press, Poona. These letters and despatches cover the period from
1659 to 1851] A.D. and are very valuable for Safdar ]ang"s
Second Pathan War and his relation with the Marathas.

3. 11-lsrariaasrigye Iriliare-this Sari.-mem—Vols. 1-21, edited
by Rajwade and others The letters and documents collected
in these volumes are eatremely valuable except for hearsay news.
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4. Parssnlzrs Dqftsr,_; Vsfr. Very useful. Letter No. I54 of
Volume I records an altercation between Safdar jang and the
Maratha Wakil Mahadeva Bhatt, and an open conflict which
led to the death of the latter.

5. Dsbfi-}’s!d:'! Msrs~Rt=_-j-éarnswl, edited by D.B. Parasnis.
2 Vols.

6. Hinges D.sf¢‘sr,2 "ifols. These and the two volumes
of No. Scontain despatches of the Maratha walcils at Delhi
and are valuable.

7. I-.i'sJ'.ésr Sfisili Irincsnrliiyn Sndbseee, 2 Vols, Edited by
B.B. Thakur. Useful.

B. Stindss .Y.is.r.=E:i Iriérnrnoiye Sednssen, 2 Vols. Edited by
11.13. Phalke. Useful.

9. ftlernrbi Hosts: by (3.5. 5ardesai, Vol’. Il'(1?UT-l?4U);.
Vol. HI {l?4U—-17("|'U) and Vol. IV, [Pnr:.fpcr Prnknrnn). The
above works give a connected history of the Marathss from the
death of Autangaeb to the 3rd battle of Panipat and are useful.
But as the author has not used Persian sources in the original
certain mistakes have crept into his work. These I have pointed
out, wherever possible, in the foot notes of this book.

C. Hindi
1. A Passe an N.-.m‘3"r Snob urn! tltimisrrirnstf .5-dn.?!-—in the

];A,5,B,,1S97. This Poem was composed by Tilok Das, It
gives some interesting information about the subject it deals
with.

2. Srgfan C£Iarirrn—of Sudan, (Second edition, 1981!}
Vikrami) published by Kashibiagri Pracharini Sahha, Banaras.
Sudan was a contemporary of Safdar Jang; He was a resident
of Mathura and his present work is a long poem composed in
praise of hia patron, Suraimal of Bharatpur, well-known among
his clansmen as Sujan Singh. Although a great admirer of his
hero, Sudan has given the virtues of his patron's enemies side
by side with the virtues of Surajmal. The work describes the
battles that Suraimal fought either on his own account or on.
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behalf of his friends. It is written in a difficult and highly
figurative style andthe whnle work is a panegyric; yet most
of the occurrences described by the author are accurate (as I
found them by subjecting them to a comparison with the
contemporary Persian and Marathi works}. He has given month
and year of each battle, which too are correct. it seems that
Sudan was an eye witness of most of these battles and described
each one of them soon after its conclusion.

3. Rare liiragnwar Sirtgb, by E":-adanantl poet, edited by
Brij Ratan Das in the Kashi Nagri Pracharini Pattika, Vol. V
(1981 V:$.}. Though a panegyric in verse on Bhsgwaut's Wat
with Saadat Khan and describes the trains cttttra eaploitsin
poetic language, it is accurate in the narration of events and
dates. Sadanand seems to have been an eye-witness of the
battle and his description tallies with that given in Persian
chronicles. He incidently, confirms the guess of ~|v:=.vr..-,-.-. Itlarfr
enargyrnnttr raarrrnpnrnij’ that Saadat Khan was silty years of
age at this time. It also gives some of the earlier achievements
of Saadat Khan, which are not found in any other work.

4. l/’rvrrrli»€.vfra.r;i:.rr-(printed by Ram Shyam Press, Jotlbpur)
by Surajmalfilharan of Bundi. Itis a modern work and was
composed about 1540 A.D. The author (born in IBTZ and
died in l92U S, litktami) gives the history of the Rajput ruling
houses of Rajputana, chiefly Buudi, and that of the Mughal
Emperors also. The work is based primarily on tradition or
semi-historical poems of court-bards of Rajputana. It is full
oferrots. The following will serve as a typical e:tample:—-
The author says the wasit Qam t-ud-din Khan was treacherously
shot dead neat Sathind by Safdar jang. This is not a historical
fact.

D. Urdu

1. Eawaeivaf-i-Safaris Awadh-—{N. K. Press Lucknow, I579
A. 1),} of Kamal-ud-din Haidcr. It is an Urdu edtion of the
author‘s work of the same name in Persian, and is useful for
Waiid Ali Shah"s reign.
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a. Galdarra-i~Awaa'tl-(Muir Press, Delhi) by Bulaqi Das. A
worthless little booklet,

3. Tar-fin-r-Aatadb—[ I1 Edition, N. K. Press, Lucknow)
by Najmul Ghani of Rampur. The work consists of five volumes
and gives a connected account of the house of Saadat Khan upto
the end of llliajid Ali Shah. The authnr does not possess any
virtue or training of a historian except industry, He does not
even know which is a first rate authority and which is a secon-
dary or third-rate source for his period,

4. A:ls£r£rar'-rrI- .Yaaen’:'d in tars I/'a!.t.--(N. K. Press, Lucknow,
1913) by the sarne author. It is a history of the Nawabs of
Harnpur from Daud to the present day. It is written in the spirit
of a court fiatterer and is full of errors.

5. Tarirkd-i-Haidrreéad Dsraaa—{ N. K. Press, Lucknow ) by
the sarne author. A history of the Nieams of Haiderabad. Of
little value eacept for the translation ofa few Persian letters
preserved at Rampur.

6. Tnriihb-i-Baeerar—( Sulemani Press, Banaras 1916 } by
Sayyid Maahar Husain. Like Naimul Ghani the author is not a
serious student of history. His work is of little value.

E. English
1. Tar Hirraaj of Irtalia er rain’ J5;-' r'r'.r saw Hr'rrarrianr.—Vol.

‘VIII, Sir I-I. M. Elliot and Prof. Dowson. There are some errors
of translation. Somewhere proper names have been mis-read,
e. g,, Ram Narayan read as Ram Husain and Raja ]ugul Kishore-
as Rajafllagat Kisbore ), (see Vol. VIII. p. 113).

2. Tar Cdraairfrr sf Oaaaa gr Charis: A.fi"rra' Et'iiar,—puhlished
at Allahabad in 1362 A. D. Based on Persian sources and is
useful.

3. A. Casvpres-easier Hirtary gf India Val. I. ( 136'? ), by H.
Beveridge, Makes a bare mention of Saadat Khan ; half a page
on Safdar Jang.

4. Efpbiarfnne, Hiring qf Ind'fn,- -titb. ed. ( l3?3 ) Require!
revision.
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5. A Report an Ibafasrify Hirrarfy tgf Ids Cilia)’ Cfaar sf Ina Rs)‘
Barsifljv D.t'.r.!rfrt‘—-by W. C. Benett, C. S-, printed at the Awadh
Government Press, Lucknow in l3'?O A. D. Useful.

6. The Garden t:_'f.l'rrdia-by H. C. Irwin, B. A. O:ton., (1330).
"Gives only a summary account of Saaclat Khan and Safdar _]ang
and has many mistakes.

7. Tie Later :llrrgba!r—by ‘William Irvine and edited by Sir
Jadunatb E-arltar. Valuable secondary authority eacept for
Maratha affairs,

F. Tits Bangash Nawab: sf Frrrrrtizlittr.-lrezi-by ‘William Irvine in
_]. A. 5.13. of IBTB and 1379. The fullest and the best on the
subject. But at certain places based entirely on Pathan sources
and hence one-sided.

9. Arrirfsr as Orrali-~by Sir llenty Lawrence in the Calcutta
Review of 1381-useful.

l[l. Fair’ cf Idle tlrlagnaf Lirnpirs, Vol. I by Sir jadunath
Sari-tar. It was first published when my hook was still in the
Press—-be st work on the subject,

In addition to the above works I have consulted Imperial and
district gazetteers and Old Awadh gaaetteers and have used the
detailed E:rr_p:'rr .l'rrrr.J gfladrb zltfaynr, scale 4 miles to an inch. All
the dates in my worlt are in the New Style and T have followed
the conversion-tables in h"-wami Kannu Pillai"s Indian
Ephemeries.
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A. S. B....... ...e"tsiatic Society of Bangal.
M. B. L... -... ._.Library of Maharaia of Banaras.
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Abbas I, Shah of Persia, 5.
Abbas II, Shah of Persia, r, 35.
Abdul Ali Khan, friend of Safdar

Jang, r68.
Abdul Baqi Khan, Waair of

Nadir Shah, Sp.
Abdullah Khan, Sayyid : helps

Farrukhsiyar, 9 5 quarrels
with him, to 5 leaves for
Delhi, I2 5 fights the battle
of Hasanpur, as 5 defeated
and captured, 23.

Abdullah Khan, Ghaaipnri :
fights Bhagwant Singh, 43 5
petronised by Saadat Khan,
ya.

Abhai Singh, Nlaharajah of
lfifllhpur : supports Saadat
Khan’s proposal, 51.

Abu Turab Khan, death of, 47.
.t'5LlJl.l Turab Khan, Qiladgr 5

appointed to Delhi Fort, ans;
taken to task, :to3 5 consp-
iracy tn remove him from
oflice, ooh, arr 5 in the civil
war, ago.

Adina Beg Khan, instigates Shah
Nawaa Khan, I Ia 5 opposed
to open fighting against
Abdali, 139;. important post
held by, rgo.

Ahmad Khan Bangash: nomi-
nated Nawab, 145 5 fightg
battle of Khudaganj, I46,
Lay 5 in the first Pathan war,
1524555 activities after

victory, I58-165 5 in the
second Pathan war, ryt-ry8,
IE1-133 5 joined by Balwant
Singh, I87.

Ahmad Quli Khan, 23.
Ahmad Shah Abdali, King of

Afghanistan : enthronement,
rrr 5 invades Panjab, Ira,
r135 Prince Ahmad desp-
atched against, I14 5 starts
towards Delhi, 115, I16 5
fights at Manupur, r ry-ran;
flight of, rao-5 Safdar Iang
urges further action against,
ray, 129 5 question of reco-
very of Kabul from, 1325
his second invasion of the
Punjab. I 34-I 35 5 his alliance
with Ruhelas and Bangashes,
is-5. 5 his progress towards
Panjab, ryp-rilr 5his third
invasion of Panjab, I33-
roo 5 Maratha subsidiary
alliance against, rot-rpa,
tog 5 Panjab and lvlultan
ceded to, I931 I94, r975
retires to Kabul, I915 5 med-
itates renewal of invasion,
aoti.

Ahmad Shah, Mughal Emperor:
as prince sent against Abdali,
I I4 l fights battle of Manu-
pur, r18-rat 5 accession of,
111413 s policy of, ran,
11?, I39. I31 ; Safdar Jang
alienates the sympathy of,
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134 l approves eapedition
against Bangash, 14o-141 5
not inclined to assist Muin
against Abdali, 139 5 pro-
posed Maratha subsidiary
alliance with, 191-193 5
treaty with Abdali, 193-194 5
refuses to ratify Maratho-
alliance treaty, 1955 appeases
Safdar Jang, 196 5 ]ave¢-1
Khan’s hold on, 19y, 2oo 5
olfended by Safdar Iang,
2o1-2o4 5 joins intrigues
against Safdar Jang, 2o6-
2o9, 211-213 5 in the civil
war, 217-221, 229-231 5
against the Maratbas and
Imad, 236-237, deposed and
imprisoned, 23 B.

Ajit Singh, Maharajah of
Iodhpur : eapedition against,
24.

Akbar Shah, an impostor set up
by Safdar Iang, 22o.

Akbar Shah, a notable of Aram-
garh : co-operates against
Balwant Singh, 165.

Alam Ali Khan, Sayyid : defe-
ated by Niaam-ul-mulk, 12.

Alamgir II (Asia-ud-din) : enth-
roned as emperor, 238.

Ali Beg Khan ( Iarji ) : murders
Javed Khan, 184 5 murders
Prathipat Singh, 199.

Ali Mtthanrmad Khan (Ruhela) :
origin and rise of, tn;-1o5 5
imperial operations against,
to-5-roa 5 submits to emp-
er-or‘, res 5 death of, 1095

his usurpation of Ruhelkh—
and, 124, 139.

Ali Quli Khan : resists siege of
Allahabad, 161-164 5 on the
mission of peace, 131-132 5.
defeated by Balwant Singh,
136.

Alivardi Khan : usurps Bangal,
93 5 clashes with l'vlaratl1as,
94- 93 5 acts like an indepe-
ndent ruler, 124 5 Safdar
Iang‘s relations with, 2o5.

Alwal Khan, 41.
Aman Khan, uncle of Udham

Bai : raised to haft-haratt,
197.

Amar Singh, 235.
Ami: Khan, Umdat-ul-mull: :

patronises Safdar Iang, 95 5
raised to be third Bakhshi,
99 5 summoned to Court,
roo 5 recommends Safdar
Jang fer post of Mir Atish,
1o2 5 against the Ruhelas,
1o3 5 arranges Shuja’s marr-
iage, ro9 5 death of; 11¢,

Anrudb Singh, Raja of Bhada-
war 5 resists Marathas, 52, 53.

Antaji Msnkeshwar : letters of,
126 5 intrigues of, 215 5 in
the civil war, 219 ; help;
Bakhtawar Khan, 23o.

Aqibat Mahmud Khan: joins
conspiracy against Safdar,
2o8 , sent to challenge Tur-
anis, 214 5 appointed head
of Sin-dagh regiment, 222 5
forges a farman for Imad,
235 5 engineers a riot at
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Delhi, and defeated and
eapelled, 237.

Asaf-ud-daulah (Nawab), 156.
Amta Ram, 79, B2.
-AI-rlvnsvvb. 4. Sv-
Asitnullah Khan : occupies

Kora, 46.
Aaim-ush-shan, second son of

Bahadur Shah : reign of,
6 5 defeat and death of, y.

Badan Singh, Jar chief : guides
Saadat Khan against Jars, 2y.

.Bahadur Khan, Balueh : helps
the empemr in the Civil
War, 221 5 plunders parti-
sans and foes alike, 223.

Bahadur Khan Ruhela : part of
in the second Pathan War,
I?3'174~

Bahadur Shah, Emperor, 4.
Bahadur Singh of Ghasra : joins

Safdar Iang, 15o 5 flees from
Ram Chatauni, 154.

.Baji Ran, Peshwa : dreams of
Hindu Pad Padshahi, 5o 5
negotiations with Emperor,
51 5 sends Baji Bhiva Ran
against Anrucllr Singh, 52,
54 5 his army defeated by
Saadat Khan, 55-56.

Balaji Baji Ran, Peshwa : appr-
oached by Muhammad Shah,

95 : movement of, 98 5 Safdar
Iang seeks aid of, 13o5
terms of his alliance with
emperor, 192-193.

Ballu Khan, 221.
.Balram (Balh1Iat): rise oi,

13,5-1365 submits to Wasir,

142 5 ally of Safdar Iang at
Ram Chatanni, 153 5 as
faujdar of Siltandrabad,
197-198.

Balwant Singh, Raia ofBanaras :
joins the Pathans against
Safdar Iang, 16o, 163 5dec-
lines to deliver his country
to Sahib Zaman, 165 5 treaty
with Ahmad Khan, 165 5
recovers his state, 1665 early
history of the house of, 136 5
settlement with Safdar Iang,
ray, 191.

Bapuji Mahadcva Maratha Waltil
at Delhi : approached by
Sddar Jang, 13o 5imperia-
lists seek the hplp of, 213 5
joins emperor secretly, 215.

Baqr-ullah Khan, deputy gov-
ernor of Allahabad : summ-
oned by Nawal Rai, 145 5
fights at Khudaganj, 143 5
besieged in Allahabad fort,
161, 162, 163 5 attacked by
Pathans, 164.

Bhsgwant Singh : rebellion of,
4.5, 45 5 resists waair and
fights Saadat Khan, 146-148.

Bhasltar Pant : invades Bangal,
93, 94 5driven out by Aliv-
ardi. 9?.

Bhikari Khan, 139.
Bhim Nath, 232.
Bhure Khan, 143.
Bibi Sabiba (Qaim Khan’s mot-

her) : negotiates peace with
Safdar Idle» Ito. 141;
escapes from custody, 143 l
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instigates Pathans, 144 5
nominates Ahmad Khan
Nawab, 145.

Chet ( Chair) Rai t Rais of
Baiswara, 31 5 Mohan Sing-
h's expedition against, 345
fights and then submits to
Saadat Khan. 4o.

Chhatra-dhari Singh 1 Sombansi
Raja of Pratapgarh, 31 5
weal: ruler, 134 5 death
of, 135.

Chinta Gujar, 221, 223.
Churaman Iat, 25, 27
Daud, a Ruhela slave : early

career of, 1o3 5 put to death,
1o4

Daur Khan, 223.
Debi Dntt, 149, 223.
Dilawar Khan, Sayyid, 12.
Dnnde Khan, Ruhela : encircles

Khandc Rae, 176.
Dttrjen Singh, Chaudhari of

Kora: helps Saadat Khan
against Bhagwant Singh, 43.

Ilutt Singh of Gouda, 31, 41.
Iiarrukhsiyar : contests the

throne, 7 5 deposed and
beheaded, ro, 14 5 marries,
11o 5 reign of, 137.

Fateh Singh, 234.
Faal All Khan, I65.
Firoa jang ( Ghazi-ud-din Kh-

an) 5 recommended for Bak-
hshiship, 66 5 conspires
against Safdar Iang, 1a95
‘Waair’s cotmter-plot against,
13.2 5 posts held by, 195,
1975 death of, 2o4.

Gangadhar Yaswant (Tantia) :
part in second Pathan war,
I72, 174, 175,173 5 with
Warir, 132.

Ghairat Khan, Sayyid, 19.
Ghulam Ali Khan, Sayyid, 13.
Girdhar Bahadur (Nagar) :

governor of Allahabad, 11 5
of Awadh, 29.

Gokul Ram C‘-taut : death of,
226.

Gopal Singh Bhadwariya : helps
Saadat Khan against Hindu
Sinsh. 43- 44-

Govind Pant Bundcle : letters
ofto Bhau Sahib, 1665on
victory over Pathans, 175.

Hafiz Bakhtawar Khan : on
mission of peace, 214 5 in
the civil war, 224, 229, 23o.

Hafiz Raltmat Khan, Ruhela
chief: occupies Shahabad,
ctc., 159 5 invited to peace
conference, 131 5 makes
peace with Waair, 132.

Haidcr Beg Daughlat, 17.
Haidcr Quli Khan : leads

imperial van, 11 5 joins
conspiracy against Husain
-Elli Khflfl. 14: 1?; in contest
against Sayyids, I9 5 promo-
tion of. 19 5 in battle of
H353?-'lPl-ll‘; 11, 2.3; favours
Alli 3iugh's suppression, 25.

Hamid-ud-daula, 23o.
Hemraj, Balthshi of Ishwari

Singb of Iaipur, 1551,
Hidayat Ali Khan, faghq ,;,f

historian Ghulam Husain;



135 INDEX

gets Patna fert vacated fiat Intiaam-ud-daulah ( sen nf
53513-1'IiI1£= 961 9? 1 assem-
panies Safdar tn Delhi, tee,
rel, submits tn Ali Muha-
mmad Khan, re-9 5 at Ram
Chatauni, 151, 1525 reinins
Safdar Jang, 156.

Hrmmat Singh nf Bhadawar:
jnins Safdar Iang, 150 5 rnle
nf, at Ram Chatauni, 15:-
153,154,155-

Htndu Singh Chandel : epposes
Saadat Khan, 43, 44.

Hnshmand Khan, 214.
Husain All Khan, Say}=id5

relatinns nf with Farrukhsi-
yar, g 5 with Saadat Khan,
11, 13, 14, 15 5 eenspiraey
against, 16 5 assassinatinn
nf, 17, 18, 19.

Imad-ul-n1ull< (Shihab-ud-din
entitled Gliaai-ud-din), a
grandsnn nf first Niaam :
appointed Mir Balchshi
21:14 5 in-ins ennspiraey agai-
nst Safdar Iang, 2:18 5 negn-
tiates with Intiaam, are 5
failure nf an attempt en the
life nf, 214 5 prepares for
war, s15 5 ¢11ar111=1s1 11-E 11?,
113-; part nf in eisil war,
219, .121, nan, 214-23121 5
apposed tn peace, 1311 I31 I
enntinues wars 233 5 Pmlfim
agaiilst seeret peaee, 134 5
appuinted gnvernnr uf Alla-
habm1_ 1355 relatinns with
Emperor, I351 137 l d¢P'°5¢5
Ahmad Shah, 238.

Imam Khan, B=11s=1=1h= 1411» 141-

Qamruddin Khan): leader
nf Turani parry, 115 5 hate-
hes a plat against Safdar-
Jang, 127-123, tag 5 ‘We:-:ir’s
enunter plets against, 132,
134 5 a eandidate fnr wanir-
shlp, 157, 153 5 instigates
Udham Bai against Safdar,
2-:13 : prepares fnr war, ae-9,
are 5 Safdar inelined tn
reeuneiliatinu with, 211. 5
plan tn raise him tn wasirs—
hip, :11 3 5 failure nf an atte-
mpt nn life nf, 214 5 prepares
Ear enntest. 1115, 216, 218 5
appninted Wazir, san 5
attempt made tn eapture
the mansien nf, :23 5 en
questinn nf peaee, 229, 232-
234 5 Safdar’s relatinns with
235, 236 5 written tn by
Safdar, 2351 5 dismissal frnm
nfliee, 133.

Iradat Khan, 43.
Ishaq Khan ( Mutman-ud-

daulah), 15:151.
Ishwari Singh, ef Iaipur : jeins

Prinee Ahmad against Abdali,
1 14 5 rnle in the Abdali war,
115, 11? 1 flees tn ]aipur,.
1135 friendly tn Nasir Jang,
131 5 sends aid tn Safdar
Iang, 150.

Ismail Beg Khan (Ismail Khan):
reinfnrees Nawal Rai, 49 : i11
battle of Ram Chatauni,
152, 153-. I56 5 Wazir seeks
the advise er, 163 5 in the
eiril war, 223, 224, age.
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Ismail Safawi (Shah). 1. '
Iflfil‘ Beg Khan (father of Safdar

Imesfis 1
Iagat Narajvan, 155.
Iahandar Shah, 7, 9.
Jahan Khan, 2o6.
Iai Singh Sawai( of Jaipur) :

entrusted with Jar expedi-
tion, 28 5 appointed gover-
nor of Agra, 29 5 for conci-
liatiog Marathas, go, 51,
56 5 appointed to Malwa, 138.

Iai Singh, Somhansi Raja of
Pratapgarh, 184.

Jamil-ud-din Khan, 23o.
Jan-nisar Khan: quarrels with

Bhagwant Singh and is
slain, 45. .

Iaved Khan (Nawab Bahadur) :
appropriates Turani Iagirs,
114 5 his rivalry with Safdar
Jang, 125, 127, 129, 131 ,
134 5 conspires against Saf-
dar, 157, 153 5 his ascen-
111111111’, 133, 193-193 1 his
murder, I99 1 career of,
2oo-2o1 5 oflices held by,
2o2-2o4.

Jayappa Sindhia : Safdar urges
him to obstruct Nasir ]ang’s
progress, 1315 his help
against Bangash Pathans
sought, 168, 169 5 role of in
second Pathan war, 172,
179, 18o, 1835 negotiates
subsidiary alliance with
Safdar Iang, 191, I93 5in
the civil war, 229, 23 6. _

II-Igal Kishore, 169, 232, 236,
244.

Kamgar Khan Baluch, 15o, 152
154.

Kararnsl, 189, 19o.
Khan Dauran {3arnsam-ud-

daula) : supports imperialists
against the Sayjrids, r9 5
appointed chief Bakhshi, 2o 5
in the battle of Hasanpur,
22 5 recommends peace with
Ajit Singh, 25 5 sides with
his brother, 36 5 in the plot
against Qamruddin Khan,
46 5 opposes Maratha aggre-
ssion, 51, 5 5, 565 Hindustani
party headed by, 59 5 mar-
ches to Karnal, 605 fights
Nadir Shah, 645 death of,
66 : character ct, 79.

Khande Rao: despatched to
drive away Pathans, 176.

Khwaja Ahmad, 219.
Khwaja Bakhtawar Khan, 213.
Khwaja Tamkin, 2e1, 2e3.
Khwaia Beg, 46.
Kishan Narayan 1 restricts

admission into Diwan Khas,
2o2 zatteuds royal retinue,
2o3.

Lachhmi Narayan : ‘Wakil of
Saadat Khan, 79 5 pleads
Safdar ]ang‘s cause, E9,
Safdar's agent at court, 95,
98, 1e1 5 letter from referred
to, 156: advises Safdar to
seek Maratha aid, 163, 179,
on mission of peace, 232;
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pardoned by emperor, 236 5
friend of Safdar, 244.

Lal Khan : negotiates peace on
behalf of Balwant Singh,
165, 137.

Lal Kunwar, 9.
Luft All Khan. 2o2.
Lutf-ullah Beg, 229, 232.
Lutf-ullah Khan Sadiq, 69.
Madho Singh of Iaipur, 199 5

on mission of peace, 229,
232-234.

Mahabat Khan, 43.
Mahmud Khan Bangash: sent

to subdue Awadh, I53, I59,
I61 : role of in second
Pathan war, 171-1745 invited
to peace conference, 181,
182.

Makrand Kishore, 232.
Malhar Rao lloll-tar : defeat of,

54, 55 5 aid sought of by
-‘$ai'd1'11', 13o, 168, 169; in
the second Pathan war, 1519,
1 So ; makes peace with Pa-
1113115: 131-I33 ; negotiates,
subsidiary alliance, 191,193,
195 5 Imad seeks help of,
229 5 236 5 plundcrs empe-
ror’s camp, 238.

Malka-e-Zamani (Muhammad
Shahls queen), 122, 213,
238.

Mansa Ram, 186.
Munawar Ali Khan, 164.
Maulvi Fai2-ullah Khan, 240.
Maulvi Hamd-ullah Khan, 24o.
lldir Aaim-ud-din : death, 154.

Mirflaqa : in the first Pathan
W3-1'1 I491 I51» I54-

Mir Ghulam Nabi : death oi‘,
1 54.

Mir Khudayar Khan: against
Bhagwant Singh, 47, 43.

Mir Muhammad Amin—See
Saadat Khan.

Mir Muhammad Amin, grand
father of Saadat Khan, 1.

Mir Muhanunad Baqar, 2, 4,
3?-

Mir Muhammad Naseer (father
of Saadat Khan), I, 3-5.

Mir Mohammad Saleh, 148.
Mir Muhammad Yusuf, 2-6.
Mir Shams-ud-din, 1, 3.
Mirna Ali Khan 1 appointed

third Balchshi, 2o4 5 in the
civil war, 218, 222.

Mirsa Ali Naqi, 24o.
Mirna Asmai Asfahani, 241-
Miraa Muhsin (elder brother of

Safdar Jang) : accompanies
Sssdat Khan to Karnal, 6o 5
in the battle of Karnal, 64 5
early life of, 35 5 Md. Qtllis
son of, 31, 133 5 mansabdar
of seven thousand, 242.

Mirza Yahia Khan, 136.
Mohan Singh {of Tiloi], 31 5

defeat and death of, 34, 35.
Muhammad Ali Khan 1 reinfor-

ces Nawal Rai, 143 5 in the
first Pathan war, 149, r 56.

Muhammad Amin Khan. Inti-
mad-ud-daulah : conspires aga-
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.-inst Sayyids, 13, 155 eaecutes
plot, 16, 17 5 fights Sayyids,
18, 19 5 appointed waeir, 2o 5

-compared with Saadat Khan,
‘I9-

Muhammad Amin Khan
( Pathan ), 164.

Muhammad Ibrahim (Prince) 1
crowned by Sayyids, 22, 23.

Muhammad Iafar (Taqarruh
Khan), 9 5 death of, Io.

Muhammad Khan Afridi, 148.
Muhammad Khan Bangash :

in the battle of Hasanpur, 22 5
supports Muaaffar Khan, 36 5
backs proposal of resistance
to Marathas, 51 5 joined by
Saadat Khan, 55 5 early
career of, 137, 138 5 grant
of land referred to, I41 5
sons of, put to death, 149.

Muhammad Quli Khan : marries
Saadat Kl:1a11’s youngest
daughter, 81 5 in the second
Pathan war, I83 5 responsi-
bility entrusted to, 235, 249.

Muhammad Sadiq Khan, 221.
Muhammad Shah (Emperor):

accession of, 1o 5 leaves for
Deccan, 12, 13, 16 5 after
Husain Ali Khan’s murder,
18-22 5 at Delhi, 23 = policy
towards Marathas, 5o, 51,
565 against Nadir Shah, 59-
68 5 sends Satidar jang to
assist Alivardi Khan, 94-95 5
relations with nobles, 99-

1o2 5 deals with Ruhelas,
1o7-1o9 ; deals with Abdali,
114 5 death of, 122, 137.

Muhkam Singh, son of Chora-
man Iat. 26, 27.

Muin-ul-mull: ( Mir Mannu } :
in the battle of Manupur,
1 17, I I 8 5 governor ofLal1ore
and Multan, 121 5 joins plot
against Safdar Iang, 125 5
rebellions suppressed by.
132-134 5 opposses Abdali,
135 5 summoned by Em-
peror, 168 5 resists Abdali"s
third invasion, 188-19o 5 in
the civil war. 225.

Muir-ud-din, Shaikh = revolts
against Pathan misrule, 16o-
161.

Munawwar Khan : appointed
faujdar, 158 5 in the second

' Pathan war, 173. 174.
Murshid Quli Khan, diwan of

Bangal, 4.
Murtasa Husain Khan, 42.
Musa Kasim [Seventh Imam}, 1.
Musawi Khan, Naib Mir Pttislr,

21o, 21 1.
Mueafifar Khan, 36.
Nadir Shah : captures Lahore,

59, 6o5 in the battle of
Karnal, 63, 64 5 negotiates
peace, 65, 665 breaks the
treaty, 67, 685 enters Delhi,
695 rebukes Saadat Khan,
7o, 72 5 petition sent to him,
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89, 9o 5 invasion referred,
113, 1 14.

Nagar Mal, 168, 224.
Naieeh Khan Ruhela : supports

Ahmad Khan Bangash, 177,
18o 5 joins emperor in civil
war, 221, 224, 227, 228, 231.

Naim-ud-daulah (Ishaq Khan) =
a pillar of Irani party, 99,
roo 5 Shuja-ud-daulahis bro-
ther-in-law, 1o9, 11o 5 in
the battle of Ram chatauni,
149, 152, 155.

Najmuddin Ali Khan, 22, 23.
Narain Singl-1 (of Balrampur},

315 submits to Saadat
Khan, 4o.

Nat Singh Rao, I98.
Naseer-ud-din Haidcr: in the

expedition against Jats, 141 5

the imperial war against
Ruhelas, 1o8 5 summoned
by Safdar ]ang, 131 5 in the
second enpedition against the
Iats, 142, 143 5 reduces
Bangash Pathans, 143-145 5
fights and killed at Knuds-
ganj, 145-148 5 relations
with Safdar Jang, 244, 249 5
career and family of, 258-
26o.

Nawal Singh Gaur (of Katesar)=
defies Safdar Jang, 925
defeat of, 92-93.

Nawal Singh of Tiloi : suppres-
sion of the rebellion of,
s2—sB- ~

Nilkanth Nagar, 21 5death of,
265 deputy governor of
P1211. rs-

in the battle ofRam Chatauni, Niram-ul-mull: ( Asaf Iah ) :
151, 152-55 i brother-in-
law of Safdar Jang, 242.

Nasir Iang {son of Nieamulmulkj
relations with Mir Mannu,
125 5 conspires against Saf-
1-iflr J81-'18: I19'13I- I34 5
summoned by the emperor,

against the Sayyids, 12-14 5
in the battle of Karnal, 59-
62 5 meets Nadir Shah, 66 5
as Mir Bakhshi, 67, 68 5 his
responsibility for Saadat
Khan’s death, 71 5 character
of, 79, 99, 11o 5 death of, 123

163- Nurul Hasan Bilgrami 1 in the
Nasir Khan (governor of

Kabul), 1 1 15 flees to Lahore,
112 5 sent against Abdali,

battle ofRam Chatauni, 1545.
in the second Pathan war,
173 5 against Balwant Singh,

114, 115,‘. in the battle of 137,
Manupur, 117-1185 rebels N,“--u1]a}3 (333,953), I-3-_
against Muin. I32: 133- Parmul Khan: in the first

Nawal Rai 5 deputy governor of _ Pathan war, 151, 153, 159.
Awadh, 98, too, 1o1 5assists Pilaji Iadon, 54.

‘I1
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Pratap Narayan, 82.
Pratap Singh (Sombansi), 184.
Prathipati Singh 1 joins the

Pathans, 16o, 162, 164 5
murder of, 184 5 history of
his dynasty, 184, 185 5 death
of referred to, 187.

Qaim Khan Bangash 1 helps
imperialists against the
Ruhelas, 1o7-1o8 5 defeat
and death of, 138, 139 5
referred to, 14o, 141.

Qalandar Khan (Abdali agent),
I931 I94-

Qamar Ali Khan, 197.
Qatnar-ud-din Khan { waeir ) :

against tl1e Sayyids, 16, 17,
18 5 reluctant to fight Ajit
Singh, 25 5 interyenes in a
quarrel between Muzaffar
Khan and Saadat Khan, 36 5
campaign of against Bhag-
want Singh, 41-475 supports
armed resistance to Marathas.
51 5 in Nadiris custody, 68 5
compared with Saadat Khan,
79 5 position at court, 99 5
despatched against the
Abdali, 114-115 5 death of,
1 1 75 administration referred,
136.

Baghunath Rae, 236.
Rajendra Girl Gosain: assists

Safdar‘s men against the
Pathans, 162, 163, 164 5 de-
fmt of, 179, 18o 5 opens of-
fensive against Ballu Iat,

198 5relations with Safdar
Iang, 2o6 5 summoned by
Safdar Iang. 2145 role in
the civil war, 218, 219, 2245
death of, 225.

Ram Narayan,son of Atma Ram,
82 5 deputed to seek Mara-
tha aid, 169 5 relations with
Safdar Iang, 224.

Ramean Khan, 152, 154.
Rasul Khan, 165.
Rana Quli Beg, 2.
Roi:-afrun Khan: naair at court.

2o1 5 otlices conferred on,
2o3 5 dcputed to pacify Saf-
dar Iang, 218.

Ruhul-Amin Khan Bilgrami 1
in the campaign against
Bhagwant Singh, 48 5 helps
Raja Jai Singh, 184.

Rup Singh (son of Bhagwant
Singh) attempts to recover
Kora, 485 helps the Pathans,
16o.

Rustam Ali Khan Afridi, 145 5
in the battle of Khudaganj,
147 5 at Ram Chatauni, 153-
1 54..

Rustam Ali Khan, Sayyid 1 Ba-
naras. etc. leased to, 42, 83 5
dismissal of, 186.

Saadat Ali Khan (great grand
son of Saadat Khan), 15, 71.

Saadat Khan Burhanul-mullt,
(originally Mir Md. Amin) 1
early career of, 2-2o5 as gov-
ernor of Agra, 21-28 5 gov-
ernor of Awadh, 29-41 5 en-



191 INDEX

pands his viceroyalty, 42-495
against the Marathas aggres-
sion, 51-56 5 in the battle of
Karnal, 6o-69 5 death of,
7o-73 5 character of, 74-8o 5
administration of, 248-25o 5
foundation of Fairabad by,
252 5 referred to, 256.

Sand-ullah Khan, 21o.
Sadrun-nisa Begam (Sadr-i-]'a-

han), wife of Safdar Jang, 37,
81, 91, 157, 168, 242.

Saadat Khan Znlfiqar Jang 1 des-
patched against Abdali, 1 145 .
Allahabad suba conferred
on, 124 5 conspiracy against,
129, 13o 5 marches against
the Iats, 136 5 dismissed
from oflice, 197, 2o5 5 in the
civil war, 217, 218, 22o.

Sad-ullah Khan. (Mucaifar Iang):
instigated by Safdar Iang to
rebel against Nasir Jang,
131, 135.

Sad-ullah Khan (Ruhela), 139 5
in the battle of Ram Chat-
auni, 151 5 in the second
Pathan war, 173-175, 181,
183 5. in the civil war, 225.

Safdar 12113 (Mirna Muhammad
Muqim-Abul Mansur Khan)5
marriage cf. 37 1 Azamgarh
revolts against, 43 5 accom-
panies Saadat Khan on expe-
ditivflai 53- 54. 531 vlailns
viceroyalty of Awadh, 795
early career of, 85-88 5 as
governor, 9o-98 5 as Mir

Aria}-1, 1oo-1o3 5 suppresses-
the Ruhelas, 1o5-1 1o5 against
Abdali invader, 114-12155.-
as wanir of the empire, 123-
134 1 leads first expedition-
against the Jars, 1351 I36 5
deals with Bangash Nawab,
138-142 5 in the second e11-
pedition against the Jars,
142-143 5 in the first Pathan
war, 15o-158 5 after the war,
156-157, in the second Pa-
than war, 168-175. 177-1831
had Prathipati murdered,
184-185 1 his campaign aga-
inst Balwant Singh, 18 5-1871
enters into a subsidiary alli-
ance with Marathas,191-1931'
proposed to recover Paniab
and Afghanistan frustrated,
193-196 5 had Iaved Khan
murdered, 196-2oo, his rel-
ations with the Emperor and
his mother. 1*3'1"1I4 i fi8l1t5
a civil war with the Empe-
mr, 114-238 5 death of, 238-
139 5 character of, 240-14?.
256.

gghib Zaman Khan (Pathan),
165,16fi.187.

Salabat Jang, I95-
Salar Jang, 222.
Samsam-ud-daula (Hisam Khan),

2o4 5 joins anti-Safdar party,.
2o8, 21o, 213 5 appointed
Mir Bakhshi, 219.

Sarbuland Khan, 6, 7 5 role of
in the plot against Qamrud-
din, 46. '



Sayyid Ali Khan, 21o.
Sons Muhammad, 1, 2.
Sflliyid Muhammad Ali, 24o.
shadiKhill'1 (Phillie). 158, 161,

I54. Sn
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all oflices, 218 5 responsibi-
lity entrusted to, 235 5 suc-
ceeds Safdar Jang, 239 5 evil
character of, 246-247.

mer Singn, 166.
Shad“ Khan (Pathan)1 I545 Ll1Z‘- Surajmal, Raja of Bharatpur 1

defeat and flight of, 171 5 in
the civil war, 219, 223.

Shah Abdul Ghalfar, 14.
Shah Basit, plunder of the house

ef, 22o, 24o.
Shah Husain Safawi, 3, 5._;_

shill Nevis K1112; fights his
brother Yahia Khan, 1125
resists the Abdali, 1135
rebels against Muin, 133-134_

Shaikh Abdul Rahirn, 31,
Shaikh Muhammad Hasan, 249,
Shamshad Khan, 165.
Sher Jang (son of Siyadat Khan),

53 5 In the battle of Karnal,
151-64 5 claim to Awadh, 89 5
despatched to govern Kasl-1-

his territory defined, 1245
opposes Safdar jang, 1365
makes peace with Safdar
Jang, 143 5 joins Safdar Iang
with an army, 15o, 1515 in
the battle of Ram Chatauni,
152-156 5 invited by Safdar
Jang, 1685 in the second
Pathan war, 171, 172 5 helps
Safdar ]ang in the civil war,
217, 219, 226, 23o 5 makes
peace overtures, 232, 233 5
pardoned by the emperor,
234 5 besieged in Kumbher
fort, 237 5 Marathas make
peace with, 238 5 friend of
Safdar Jang, 242.

"lira 1°35 in the battle of Tilak Sen (of Tilakpur), 39.
Ram Chatauni, 154 5 in 555,, Tilok Chand (eflllaundia-Khera}
civil war, 226. 39'-

Shuja Khan [governor of Ban- Udham Bai {Queen mother),
s1-1). 4. in alliance with Javed Khan.

Shula"!-Kl-1leu1a(Jalal-ud-din Hai- 125 5 visits the warir, 131 5
d‘-*1") illflfvfltage and birth of, message sent to, 157 5 rela-
3?5 m'81'1'lil8c of, 1o9-11o 5 tions with Iaved Khan, 2on-
hvnvuts conferred on, 124, 11115 dismisses wa2ir‘s nomi-
149 5 1'1“-‘slats a plot against his nees from Palace, 2o3 5 tran-
filth“iT= 15? 5 appointed depn- sacts business of state, 2o8.
11' tveair, 171, 2o3 5 high Umrao Girl (Gosain)5 appoin-
olliccs conferred on, 2o45 ted commander of Naga
against Intisam-ud-daulah, troops, 225.
299-21o 5 dismissal of from Vithoha Bnle, 54.
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‘Wajih Khan, 218. Zafar Khan (Turra-a-baa), 51:
Yam“ Khan 7 aPP°i11T¢d E'1*‘P'¢1" Zakariya Khan, 1:2.

nnr nfLahn1-a and Multan,
11:. -—-n----



‘Sense Opinions en

THE FIRST TWO NAWABS OF AWADH

(Saadat Khan and Safdar jang) 1;-nfl-1754

1. "Dr. Ashirbadi Lal’s worl-:_is the first attetnpt to write
a critical history of the rise of this dynasty, and it has attained
to a high standard of excellence. All the available sources have
-been used, and he has gone to the fountain-head of original
Persian annals and letters. The result is a scientific history to
which scholars will have to turn for a long time to come as the
standard authority.

"What I admire most in this young v.-riter is his impartial
attitude: he is free from the biographer’s common failing of
blind hero-worship........ On the whole, this volume marks the
high water-marl: of scholarship in doctorate theses... ......“

(Foreword) -+-.$‘I'r jadtinafiit Jarkar

2. “The thesis forms a valuable contribution to the history
of the period.“ (September, 1932].

"I am sure this very careful piece of work will be much
appreciated by students of Indian History ; it supplies a much-
felt want, and I shall have great pleasure in recommending it to
the B. A. Honours students at this School." (School of Oriental
Studies, London University).

29th August, I933. —-.i'ir E. Dnrirae Ron‘

3. "I have read it with interest and consider it a very
creditable piece of worlt and a valuable contribution to Indian
‘History. I am particularly pleased with the bibliography, which
shows how completely you have mastered the contemporary
authorities, while the worlt itself demonstrates hnw skilfully and
imp artially you have used them." ---fit" Wiififlfl F"???
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4- "'"'“"'tl1e work has been carefully and conscientiously
performed." —..l".t'r .Et.-an Car.-‘en in Bengal Parr and Pre.nn.r

5- "It seems to me a work of great promise, You have
mastered the main canons of historical evidence, and your use
of appernrnr rrrlnlnn reveals care and judgment."

--Pref‘. Rnrlni-reek: Wfffinnrr

6. "I am sure it will be of great use to all students of Indian
history. A careful revision of the history of Oudh from primary
and hitherto unknown materials is bound to be of value,"

-—Pref. .P. E. Raisers:

7. "It is a very able, well-written work and fills agap in-
our knowledge of the history of the period."

—-Pref. H. G. Hen-.-linren

5. “It embodies original research of a high order, and
arrangement of the subject as well as the judgments on indivi-
duals and events are sound and sensible."

—.$'t'r Snefnnr Alnwnd Kenn

5|. "Professor Srivastava has rendered a great service to
Indian history by publishing a full and authenticated account
of the careers of the first two Nawabs of Oudb.............he has
been able to clear accurately and impartially many doubtful
points and incidents..........the labours of Prof. Srivastava are
sure to prove invaluable.“

...]3__ B, G ,5‘. Sarlierai in Modern Resiew

10, “It may be added that even a casual perusal of the
volutne...revcals deep learning and patient industry of the
author. In fact he has shown such remarkable grasp of the
subject, such sense of proportion and critical powers and true
historical spirit that this his very first work has leapt into the
position of the standard authority on the Subject."

—The Hindnrlnn Tinsel‘, and Onelnr, Ijljj

11. "Dr. Stivastava seemi diligently to have studied the
Persian chronicles of the time. His account of the province of
Oudh, and of the endeavours oi the Nawabs to reduce the power
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of the great nobles of the province is full of interest. His con-
cluding chapter on the administration and eondition of the
people is the most interesting of all."

Tee Titner Lireragy Srippfewenl, Landon, Mare-6 .i', ryyy

12. “T"bis is an excellent account of Saadat Khan Burhan-
ul-mulk, and his nephew, Safdar jang. The author has not only
worked over the well known material, but has also discovered
new sources, such as the lviansur-ul-lvlalttubat, a letter-book o£
the two Nawabs, and has been pertnitted to use unpublishedt
works belonging to Sir Jadunath Sarkar. l-Ie has thus been able
to correct many details in the accounts by earlier writers, and
to eaplain more fully the motives of the principal actors in the
tangled struggles for supremacy in India from 1720 to 1'i54. His
analysis of Safdar _]ang’s action in calling the Matathas to aid bim-
agaiost the Bangash Pathans in l?5l is particularly acute. To
the account of political movements is added a description of
administrative measures and the condition of the people. A
critical bibliography adds to the value of the book.”

—-Iir Rinltarti Barn in rite fenrna! sf lite Reva? Asiatic .i'ceie.f_y,
London, Ocreaer, ryye-'



.'Some Opinions on

SHUJA-UD-DAULAH, Vol. I ( 1754-1765 )

Reaired and Strand Edition in rile Pres:

Approx. 52)‘ Pager Delano Hr. refill’-

1. “I have read it carefully and I congratulate you ona
very valuable and thorough-going piece of research. Ithink
~you ‘maintain throughout a very impartial and unprejudiced
attitude." -—Prsf. P. E. Rolnrrr, Oafara’

2. “Professor Srivastava’s Hillary affbnja-an’-Daniel: is, in
my opinion a well-informed and scholarly contribution to
the history of Cludh, based onacritical examination of the
original manuscript sources in Persian, Marathi, French and
English. It should prove of great value to students in Indian
Universities." —-Dr. C. Csiiin Dania, Usrfsrti

3. "Most striking is the at1thor’s grasp of the enormously
varied material. which has eaisted in Persian, Marathi, Hindi,
English and French. To tackle all the available sourees and
from them to extract the explanation of shifting political
developments was a stupendous task. The author has done
more; be has transformed into a fascinating narrative what
were long considered as dull and dry details of battles and
sieges." _ -—R. B. G, 5. Jarderai in The Tiave: cfindin, 16th

April, 1940

4. “These interesting facts of Shuja'e career have been
explored with a multitude of details, from published and unpub-
lished materials preserved in various languages-Persian, Marathi,
French, English and Urdu. The author deserves special com-
mendation for tracing with remarkable clarity the twists and
-turns of Sbuia‘s policy amidst the ever shifting scenes of political
-combination and conflict.
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“The author's narration of events has been singularly candid;
he has neither tried to white-wash uh: guy the hero of his theme.
All the deeds of the Nawab, fair and fowl, have been narratedt
without bias or prejudice...........The volume is really the result
of indefatigable research, and all students, particularly nf Elm-lh
history, owe Dr. Srivastava a debt of gratitude."

-Tile llladern Review, August, 19-it}

5. "It is a work of solid merit and is a dispassionate analy-
sis of a large amount of material which varies greatly in»
quality.

"You have uuravelled the tangled skein ofa very difficult
period with great skill and judgment, and I congratulate you-
heartily on a piece of enduring research."

—_l'ir If-'afaai Abarari if-it.tn

6. “I think your investigation into the history of Oudh is
most valuable and important, and am glad to see that this inter-
esting period is at last being properly dealt with."

—Prqf. 1. c. Psatsii-Pr*ire
‘i. "Years of strenuous labour has been rewarded with

eminent success. The book has lighted up one of the obscure
nnnka of Indian history. It may he supplemented here and
there, but it will not be soon superseded, the ground having been
forced to yield its best crop."

—-.Dl". K. R. Qngnngn

3, "The hook is well-written with an elaborate basis of'
documentation, comprehending Marathi, Persian and French
materials, besides the usual records and other works in English
and other languages. A vein of justifiable vindication of Slilujg-
ad-Daulah"s character and activity from undue condemnation marks
the general treatment followed in this book, to which the most
important lesson for the careful student is a remarkably clear and
instructive explanation of the Nawab"a part in the fatal Panipat
campaign."

—B.ae Seiliit Pref. C. 5'. .$'r'iaisarari1at_'ya in the janraai sf Iaa‘iea-
Hir.l's:§y, December, 1939*
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9. “Prof. Srivastava has done well to carry on the history
of Cludh which he began ‘with a volume on !‘Tbe Fifi-I TTD
‘Nawabs of Oudh." In this new book he deals with the first
eleven years of governorship by Shuja-ud-Daulah. As in his
previous work, he has made excellent use of new material, parti-
cularly that now available in publications of Marathi records
which supplement and correct the Persian authorities. News
letters from Maratha correspondents at the Cludh court narrate
events as they happened and are often better evidence than
recollections. The English and French authorities have also
been ertamined.

“Shuja-ud-Daulalfs character in early life was far from admi-
rable. The author deals with it frankly and seems fully justified
in arguing ( p. I29) that the apprehensions of the English in
Bengal that the Nawab intended in 1T6-l to invade Bihar were
groundless. Two years later when the Emperor had joined him
and Mir Qasim was a fugitive alter the massacre of Patna his
am hition was increased by the chance of gaining arrears of the
tribute from Bengal, nominally to be paid to the Emperor, but
really to be appropriated by the Nawab himself. The narrative
of his invasion and its failure is full of interesting detatil, and the
story ends for the present with the defeat of his Maratha ally
hlalhar lltao in the early summer of W65 and Shuja-ud-lllaulah
deciding to yield to the English."

-—.$'ir lliriwrd Barn in rile jatnaai try" Rgyai Ariarie Satisfy,
Laaaba, Iyar-Parr If



Some opinions on

SHUJA-UD-DAULAH, Vol. II ( I765-1775 )

Pp. 424 xvi Q,-nwn

I. The author of this thesis has left no available source un-
utilised, and he has shown phenomenal industry and passion
for accuracy, in working through a mass of unpublished records
of the Government of India and thus fortified himself with
chapter and verse on every point, bovvevcr minute, when he has
contradicted or confirmed notable earlier writers on the subject
like Strachey, Forrest, and Davies. The meticulous care with
which he has oieced together minute details from unpublished
English records and Persian M35 ( often so Cllfl'lt;1.llt to read )
attests to his extra-ordinary power of painstaking research and
honesty in the quest of truth.

Even more valuable than this quality is the author’s judicial
impartiality. He has successfully resisted the temptation to
which the author of many a historical biography succumbs, when
lie, in Macatrl.1y's caustic phrase. considers himself as “a feudal
vassal bound to render every aid to his liege-lord {his Hero } in
his distress". Dr. Srivastava has been quite frank in dealing
with Shuja’s vices and faults, while defending him, on other
counts, against the unjust censures of British writers. The ll1di"
cia] severity and the austere language of the concluding part of
his estimate of Shuja’a character, should serve as a model to
-other writers on Indian History.

This thesis makes a valuable addition to our knowledge-
especially in the fields of the tortuous diplomacy of the period
and the condition of society, and the administrative machinery
in all its branches. The last item covers almost one-fourth
-of the book, chapters XXI-XXIV pp. 3l2-401, and proves
that Dr. Srivastava is endowed with richer and more varied
gifts than those of a mere weaver of historical narrative.
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Certain parts crf the book are heavy reading, but the author's.

style was evidently determind by the fact that in a subject
bristling with controversy, since the days of Burke and Sheridan,
he was bound to produce an argumentative and closely documen-
ted judicial decision, even at the sacrifice of literary grace.

——.l'ir faeinnarb farther

2. "As a biography Dr. Srivastava's .l'.lng'a-nti-iianlaia‘ is per-
haps the nearest approach to Sir jadunath Sarkar's .5'lriva,r'i' in
accuracy and thoroughness, wealth of details and art of presenta-
tion rninnr Sir ]adunath’s command of English. Nevertheless,
Dr. Asbirbadi Lal’s racy historical prose has a charm and sweep.
of its own.

“The author deserves our congratulations on the publicatiom
of the present volume, which has brought him to the front rank
of researchers in the field of Indian history leaving behind many
a grey-beard though shaven clean now-a-days."

--Dr, K. R. _Qannngo

3. "By publishing his third part of the three Nawabs of
Oudh Dr. Srivastsva has completed an enormous undertaking
of great significance to Indian history. This volume covers the
latter half of Shuja-ud-Daulah's reign (lit? 5-1?'i"5} and presents
the enlivening story of how India’s eastern provinces passcclt
under the British domination. The steadfast grasp of British-
policy guided by selfish ambition is here minutely traced with
fresh evidence unearthed after a patient labour of years. The
volume opens with the celebrated grant of the Dewani of Bengab
which Clive dexterously secured from the Emperor thereby
changing the fate of entire India. "Oudh was destined to be a
main training ground of the Co.'s Agents in India who gradu-
ally evolved more or less a permanent policy towards the Indian
powers after coming into contact with Shuja-ud-daulah." The
direct result of this change was that the emperor Shah Alam-
deserted the British cause and sought the protection of the
Marathas. This thrilling chapter is for the first time here tin-
folded on the basis of the original and revealing correspondence.
Shuja’s capacity and character are justly appraised,
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"While going through this narrative of Awadh, the ieadcr
cannot help thinking of the fate of the other three Nawabs, vix.,
those of Bengal, Arcot and Haiderabad, and entertaining the
painful reflection of Nawabs. Instead of remaining loyal to the
emperor, they chose to break away from their allegiance and
seek foreign support for self-protection, thereby completing the
political degradation of the Indian continent."

G. 5. ..i'arrir.rai
is rile Mcdern Rrrieat, Marsh rye;

4. "I have been deeply impreseed by the thoroughness of
your study and the way in which you have marshalled the facts
and arrived at your conclusions. I regard it as a very scholarly
work and you have thrown a great deal of light on an obscure
subject. The period dealt with by you is a momentous one for
the history of India, and your book will be a great contribution
to I proper understanding of the beginning of Modern History
of India."

_ --Dr. R. C. Mqfanahr, ill’ A., Pa.D.

5. “I have nothing but admiration for your amaaing and
scrupulously accurate scholarship displayed in these works.

“Single handed, you have done -more for the history of the
Nawabs of Oudh than we have been able to do here for the
Nawabs of the Carnatic."

Rae Beilarittr, Praferrer
C. 5'. tfrininaraolari

6. “Prof. Srivastava's book covering the period 1765-l7i5,
is important from the factual, critical and methodological points
of view.

“The historical narrative is followed by an elaborate account
of the character of Shuja-ud-daulah, of his administration, civil
and military, and of the society and culture of the period. Cludb
was independent under that ruler, but not under his successor.

"The bibliography is exhaustive and up-to-date : the index is
analytical and adequate t and the map is accurate and attractive."

—Tiw Hinds, Madras, Deresseer ye, :94;



Some Opinions on

THE SULTANATE OF DELHI*
(Including the Arab Invasion of Slndh}

yrs-15:6 A. D.
Second Edition

Fur.r.r Rnvrsnn as-tn Coanncran

Price Rs. 101- Demy Bvo

I. "Your History of the Sultanate of Delhi is quite useful
and far more readable than text-books as a class are. Nowhere
it is superficial, and, in addition, it attends to many aspects
[other than war and annexation) which are usually neglected.“

Sir jarinnaier .$‘arirar, KT. C.'..l'.E., D. Lin.
1

2. "Dr. Asbirbadi Lal's latest production The Sultanate of
Delhi forms a welcome addition to his earlier scholarly works
dealing with the history of the Nawabs of .t'l.wadh..........gives
a masterly summary in a short compass of all the salient features
and up-to-date life-stories of the many eminent personalities
who materially changed the traditional tenor of India's past. It
passes in review all the various dynasties beginning with the
sultans of Ghaani and ending with the Lodis, all bristling with
eminent figures of valour, sagacity and statesmanship in varied
degrees.

"... ...The Sultanate of Delhi is indeed a valuable reference
hook both for specialists and general readers and a decided
advance on Stanley Lane-Poole’s Medieval India, which appeared
nearly half a century ago, a period during which historical
research has made enormous progress in all its branches. Ano-
ther splscisl feature of the Sultanate is the dozen illustrative maps
laboriously worked out, the absence of which bad so long been
a great impediment to proper study on the part of students, who
had to grope in the dark in this darkest of all periods. A critical
bibliography is given at the end t and each chapter mentions
books and authorities for special reading. Thus the history of
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these” five centuries has been practically reconstructed in this
handy volume. The mnst admirable part of the whole perfor-
mance, which has immediate reference to present needs, is doubt-
less the autboris lucid discussion of the nature of the Islamic
State contained in the concluding chapters XVI to }l.‘lilII."

—Hi.risrinn Ci. .f. Sarderai
in rile Mtnirrn Res-tirat []anna.r_‘y ryjr)

3. “It can be confidently said that Dr. Ashirbadi I..al’s
book marks a definite advance in the conception and treatment
of the history of this period."

"This book undoubtedly deserves a wide recognition in our
universities and colleges as a very useful and authoritative text-
book on the subject.

-—Dr. K. R. Qannage, M.A. Pii.D.
Head eff Iii Hiring! Department, Lnritneat Unisrrnljl

4. "I have read your work with great pleasure and profit.
It gives within a moderate compass an excellent survey of the
medieval period of Indian History. I have particularly liked your
lucid style and critical presentation of the available data. The
value of the hook is further enhanced by the illustrative maps
and the bibliography. I have no doubt that it will prove useful
to students, scholars and general readers alike."

--Dr. R. .5‘. Triparivi, M.A., Pa.l)., {Landon}
Head gf file Hiriaijt Depariinenr, Banaras Hilnin Unirnrriijl

5. "Your book is an excellent introduction to India's annals
in the second phase of her medieval history. It is compact, lucid
and balanced in its views. It is very interestingly written and is
bound to be very useful for our degree and post-graduate stu-
dents. The maps given are very well-drawn and are an unique
feature of the publication."

--Pref. Kali Jennifer Blvarnagar
Ha.-a qf its Hirregy Dsprr., V. S. .1‘. D. Ceaigt, Kasper

6. "The Sultanate of Delhi" by Dr. A. L. Srivastava is a
refreshing contribution to the medieval period of Indian History
It is an excellent survey of the period 711-1.526 A. D., which
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the expert and the general reader will alike enjoy. It will he
very useful to college students." _

—-Lear Pref. I. C. Tainydar
Head’ tif tin Hirregt Dani. Si‘. fel1n’.rCeiiegs, Agra

7. I have read Dr. Srivastava's ‘The Sultanate of Delhi’
with much pleasure......His book should prove valuable
not only to the students of Colleges and Universities but also
to the general reading public......... ...It is the result of inde-
pendent study of original sources. The twelve maps illustra-
ting tbe different reigns form a novel feature of the book and
enhance its value. There is a select bibliography at the cnd
of each chapter which will be highly useful.

—Pref. 5. R. Ra),
Leernrer in lrianrir Hirleijy, University ef Cairnrra

SECOND EDITION

B. "........ The main contribution of Prof. Srivastava is to
be found in the stress he lays rightly on those forces, trends and
factors which modified Indian Political and Cultural Institutions.
He treats the various events as integral factors in the general
trends and movements. This book marks a decided advance on
Stanley-Lane Poole's ‘Medieval India’ which appeared nearly
halfa century ago, and takes full account of the historical
research that has made great progress in all its branches.
The author’s lucid discussionof the nature of the Islamic state
in the concluding chapters XVI to XVIII is of great value... ..."

._K. A. Neeiihanrita ..l'arr‘ri
I in tin jenrnai ef Indian Hitter)‘. (April .ry1'4)

9. "The first edition of this very useful and scholarly book
was favourably reviewed in our january 1951 number. In three
years a new and greatly improved edition has been called for
proving the value and readability of the book. In many respects
it marks a much needed improvement on our current college
text books on pre-lldughal history. Dr. Ashirbadi Lal’s scho-
larship has mised him to a place of honour among out research
workers, and he now proves himself also a master of popular



nsnvrnns jet?
but true histnry writing. His independence nf view brings him
intn cnnflict with the uphnlders nf pnpular thenries, but his
reasnns are all here. The printing is neat and clear."

—5r'r jadasars Ierksr
in rive Msrfrm Rrrrirw, fuss I914

10- “This bflflli. written by a cnmpetent schnlar familiar
with the nriginal snurces in Persian etc., deals with the histnry nf
India frnm 711 A.D. tn 1526 A.D. i.e. uptn the advent nf the
Mughals. Althnugb meant fnr students principally, the bnnlr is
nf cnnsiderahie interest tn all histnrians inasmuch as it seeks tn
shnw clearly that the Muslim rulers nf India nf the period were
nut-and-nutfnrsigners whn held the cnuntry in subjectinn by sheer
military might and whn had nn tnuch nf sympathy with the life,
culture, sncial and religinus traditinns nf her penple whn tnn,
in cnnsequence, were anything but friendly tnwards the rulers...
............Many have wnndered hnw and why it was that India
failed tn absnrb the Muslims intn its bndy-pnlitic as it had ab-
snrbed nther immigrants many a time befnre in its histnry. The
authnr’s arguments therefnre, deserve careful thnught as they
supply a plausible answer tn the riddle."

Ts: Isris-Arias Guitars, {.-diprif :9)-.;]
11. "............One merit nf the bnnlr is that thnugh in

the hrnad nutlinea nf the recnrd nf events the authnr adheres tn
the traditinnal accnunt and has nnt much that is new tn say, he
refers tn events abnut which there has been cnntrnverly amnng
sehnlars and cnmes tn definite cnnelusinns nf his nwn... ......

It is nn the interpretative side that the bnnk shnws its great
excellence... ... .... .. .

One nf the mnst pre pnsternus claims put fnrward by Muslim
sehnlars has been nnt nnly that the cnnditinn nf Hindus during
Turkish rule was gnnd but that the Hindus were happier under
Turkish than they had been a lnng time under their nwn indi-
gennus rulers. Mr. Srivastava has dnne well tn examine this
claini and tn prnve nn the evidence nf the Muslim histnrians
themselves that it has nn basis. There are many nther cnntrn-
versial issues nn which his cnnelusinns are mnre cnnvineing
than thnse nf his nppnnents and critics............."

Tb: Hrilflwrrsn Tires: (fasnmfj 24', :914)


