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___NOFTo all who served III and with the Frontier Corps and

especially to the many thousands of frontier tI'lI)6SII16Il’Wl10
for modest pay and their own concept of honour, served the F0 Vd
British Crown with courage and fidehty, under ()ffi(jefS who

counted their friendship a high privilege PhZ] Ma

This book has two purposes. In the first place, it is meant to provide
some record of their life for those who took part in that strange series of
adventures —— that Homeric alternation of battles and feasts - service
with the Scouts on the North-West Frontier of India. But it has also a
much wider purpose —— to fill one of the gaps of history and let a larger
public know how this frontier was guarded, how these men lived — the
discomforts and dangers they faced, the compensations they enjoyed -
and how they looked on the strange task they had been allotted.

This dual purpose of course is a difficulty for the author. A man who
took part in the enterprise will search eagerly for an account of some
exploit which made a high point in his own life — but a succession of
such incidents would be wearisome to the general reader, who wants
only a few examples. The writer has to steer a difficult middle course
between too much detail and too little. This Charles Chenevix Trench
has skilfully done.

The Scouts were the solution to an insoluble problem. The Pathan
tribes of the North-West Frontier presented to the British in India in its
most extreme form a difficulty that occurs wherever a central power
that governs by law and values peaceful agriculture is confronted by
tribal peoples who rely on pillage for their luxuries. The country of the
Pathans is much of it craggy and inhospitable, freezing in winter and
scorching in summer. It has been called a gigantic slag-heap. It will
barely support human, life at the simplest level and the Pathan must get
the price of a wife or a rifle from somewhere else, whether by force or
fraud, by raiding or trading, or simply by blackmail - such as a subsidy

" 4

To all who served in and with the Frontier Corps and
especially to the many thousands of frontier tribesmeniwho,
gir modest pay and their own concept of honour, served the

ritish Crown with courage and fidelity, under gffi¢¢1-5 who
counted their friendship a high privilege.

Foreword
by P/zilzjb Mason

This book has two purposes. In the first place, it is meant to provide
some record of their life for those who took part in that strange series of
adventures ~ that Homeric alternation of battles and feasts — service
with the Scouts on the North-West Frontier of India. But it has also a
much wider purpose — to fill one of the gaps of history and let a larger
public know how this frontier was guarded, how these men lived — the
discomforts and dangers they faced, the compensations they enjoyed —
and how they looked on the strange task they had been allotted.

This dual purpose of course is a difficulty for the author. A man who
took part in the enterprise will search eagerly for an account of some
exploit which made a high point in his own life — but a succession of
such incidents would be wearisome to the general reader, who wants
only a few examples. The writer has to steer a difficult middle course
between too much detail and too little. This Charles Chenevix Trench
has skilfully done.

The Scouts were the solution to an insoluble problem. The Pathan
tribes of the North-West Frontier presented to the British in India in its
most extreme form a difficulty that occurs wherever a central power
that governs by law and values peaceful agriculture is confronted by
tribal peoples who rely on pillage for their luxuries. The country of the
Pathans is much of it craggy and inhospitable, freezing in winter and
scorching in summer. It has been called a gigantic slag-heap. It will
barely support human life at the simplest level and the Pathan must get
the price of a wife or a rifle from somewhere else, whether by force or
fraud, by raiding or trading, or simply by blackmail — such as a subsidy
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from the government in the plains. The people are as craggy as the
country, unswerving in the most fundamental forms of Islam, bitter in
the blood-feud, reckless of life. They have never called any man master
preserving an obdurate independence from the rulers of the Punjab and
of Afghanistan alike. How can such a people be (§()f1taingd?

Some such problem, I suspect, faced Julius Caesar, when he
governed_the Roman province that became Provence. He seized the
opportunity given him by the migration of a powerful and warlike
people who were moving into the territory of other tribes who, though
they lived beyond the Roman frontier, were comparatively peaceful and
outwardly friendly to Rome. The friendly tribes asked for help‘ Caesar
marched in and went on to conquer Gaul. But it was much easier
country than the North-West Frontier.

Caesar’s solution was called in India the Forward Policy. From the
time when the British first succeeded the Sikhs in control of the Punjab
there were advocates of a Forward Policy; some wanted to introduce the
rule of _law and .3(IIT11l'l1SlICI' the tribes right up to the frontier with
Afghanistan, while a few fire-eaters would have gone on to Kabul.
Others, of whom John Lawrence was the first, believed in a Close
Border; they wanted no interference with Afghanistan and as little as
possible with the mountain tribes on this side of the international
frontier. Noone knew exactly where this lay until it was demarcated in
1894, when It. became known as the Durand Line.

The Frontier Problem had two aspects. Beyond Afghanistan lay
Russia, and the Russian Empire had moved nearly a thousand miles
closer in the course of the last century. Russia was the enemy. Was it
from a purely military point of view, wise to let the Russians -— when
they launched their attack —— struggle through the mountains and the
tribes of Afghanistan and to fight them only when they emerged from
the passes? Or would it be better to meet them on a line from Kabul to
Kandahar?
_ That was one aspect of the Frontier question. But it was hardly less
important to stop the_tribes from coming down from their mountains
into administered territory, kidnapping Hindu money-lenders,-stealing
cattle, and abducting women. The British were sensitive about this
Both the Moguls and the Sikhs had provided an extremely loose
administration; so long as the taxes came in and there was no open
rebellion, they did not worry much about individual grievances. There
were severe penalties for murder and burglary but not much was done
to detect or to prevent them. But the British valued the tranquillity of
the countryside; they believed that a private person’s freedom to go

xii
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about his business without assault was the justification of their rule.
Here again there was controversy; Iohn Lawrence, the supreme advo-
cate of the Close Border, ordered his Deputy Commissioners to keep
out of tribal affairs and never to cross the administrative line except to
inflict punishment for a raid into administered territory. When punish-
ment had been inflicted, British forces would at once retire. This, said
his critics, meant that the tribesmen never saw the representative of the
British Government unless he came to burn and kill; it was a policy of
‘Butcher and Bolt’, and could not possibly lead to anything but growing
hostility. In Baluchistan, further south, Robert Sandeman had found it
possible to establish some degree of control through tribal leaders. But
the Mahsuds and Wazirs are quite different from Baluchi tribes, replied
those expert in the ways of the Pathans; they have no tribal leaders in
that sense and do no man’s bidding.

The controversy never.quite died. But eventually a compromise was
reached, and it will help to understand the life of the Scouts if this is set
out in its essentials, as it existed in the 1930s.

There was the North-West Frontier Province, separated from the
Punjab, with a Governor in Peshawar. This consisted of six districts, in
charge of six Deputy Commissioners, and was administered not very
differently from any other province of British India. Murder was a
crime, punishable under the Indian Penal Code; there were magistrates
and judges to enforce the Code and they tried criminals under the Code
of Criminal Procedure and the Indian Evidence Act. There was the
usual hierarchy of officials under the orders of the Deputy Commis-
sioner. Land Revenue was collected, and there was a normal civil police
force to prevent or punish crime, as well as the Frontier Constabulary -
who were armed police meant to deal with raiders from across the
administrative border. In the last resort, there was the regular army.

Beyond the six districts — on the other side of the administrative line
— lay tribal territory, a strip of roughly three hundred miles by one
hundred, with the Durand Line and Afghanistan to the North-West. In
this area there were no taxes and the Indian Penal Code did not apply as
between one tribesman and another. But there . were six Political
Agents, each responsible for keeping in touch with the tribes allotted to
him, for knowing something of their plans, reasoning with them when
they planned mischief and punishing them when they committed
crimes in the administered districts. If a tribesman crossed the line and
committed a crime, or if he murdered a British officer in tribal territory,
the Political Agent would arrange with his tribe or section that he
should be tried by a Jirga, a tribal gathering. If the Jirga found him
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those expert in the ways of the Pathans; they have no tribal leaders in
that sense arid do no man's bidding.

The controversy never quite died. But eventually a compromise was
reached, and it will help to understand the life of the Scouts if this is set
out in its essentials, as it existed in the 1930s.

There was the North-West Frontier Province, separated from the
l'unjab, with a Governor in Peshawar. This consisted of six districts, in
charge of six Deputy Commissioners, and was administered not very
differently from any other province of British India. Murder was a
i-rirne, punishable under the Indian Penal Code; there were magistrates
and judges to enforce the Code and they tried criminals under the Code
of Criminal Procedure and the Indian Evidence Act. There was the
usual hierarchy of officials under the orders of the Deputy Commis-
sioner. Land Revenue was collected, and there was a normal civil police
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who were armed police meant to deal with raiders from across the
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Beyond the six districts — on the other side of the administrative line
— lay tribal territory, a strip of roughly three hundred miles by one
hundred, with the Durand Line and Afghanistan to the North-West. In
this area there were no taxes and the Indian Penal Code did not apply as
between one tribesman and another. But there were six Political
Agents, each responsible for keeping in touch with the tribes allotted to
him, for knowing something of their plans, reasoning with them when
they planned mischief and punishing them when they committed
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guilty, the Political Agent would pronounce sentence and hold the
entire group responsible for its enforcement. It usually meant a fine of
so many rifles. At his back, in support when persuasion was not enough,
were the Scouts — under various names, the Tochi Scouts, the Kurram
Militia, and so on. They were the Political Agent’s striking force if
needed; their constant duty was also to show the flag, to proclaim the
presence of the Government and its right to go up to the Durand Line.

The Scouts were not regular soldiers, though they were organised
like the Indian Army in platoons, commanded by junior officers of their
own group. A battalion of the Indian Army had only half as many
British officers as a British battalion; the platoons were commanded by
Indian officers promoted from the ranks with a Viceroy’s Commission.
The proportion was about one British officer to fifty men. The Scouts
went further and there would as a rule be about one British Officer to
two hundred men — three only to a Wing, which was more than the
equivalent of an infantry battalion. Further, by the end, quite a few of
those who had once been British officers were actually Pathans, holding
the King’s Commission. The Scouts were lightly armed compared with
regular troops; they prided themselves intensely on speed and endur-
ance, on moving fast, sleeping rough and being unhampered by
baggage. And when they got to the battle, they were as good as any
tribesman at taking cover and marksmanship.

That brings us to the most remarkable aspect of the whole paradox-
ical situation. Except for the very small number of British officers, the
Scouts were all Pathans. They enlisted for a fixed period, which was
extended if they were promoted, but in any case they went back to live
among the tribes from whom they had come. They fought against
Pathans — yet they went back and lived among them in honoured
retirement.

The British presence in the Punjab deprived the tribesmen of a field
for raids and booty. For this the Government paid them compensation
in a number of ways, disguised by various pretences. The Scouts were
one form of compensation; their pay and pensions were an asset to the
tribes and I suspect that, if the question had been properly put to them
and if they had really understood it, most of the tribes would have
regarded the disappearance of the Scouts as a loss. Another form of
compensation consisted of payments to Khassadars, tribesmen who
were supposed to keep the roads open, an even more irregular force,
men who, as one new Viceroy remarked, guarded you by day and shot at
you by night. '

To read an account of the tribal areas when the Faqir of Ipi was at
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the height of his power might easily suggest that the whole British
presence was regarded with unquenchable hate as a foreign army of
occupation. This would be to suppose ‘the tribes had a unity and _a
nationalism which they had not, and also it makes no allowance for their
peculiar qualities. They relished danger and to them War W38 thif
.*;upI‘6l'I1€ sport; they had also a strong but distinctly brutal sense of
humour The Scouts provided them with constant opportunities for
vnjoyable battles and also often appealed to their sense of humour. Tale
after tale in Charles Chenevix Trench s book displays their ruthless-
ncss; they showed no mercy and. expected none. But when it was overci
when the Political Agent had imposed his fine and the kidnappe
hostages had gone safely home, they would happily disqiiiss wgltlh Scout
officers the mistakes either side had made, in the spirit 0 rien y teams
after a football match. They would torture and .l(lll the wounded and
mutilate the dead ~_— yet afterwards come to a tzkalré — a lfeast —- and
would tell the Political Agent he was their father an mot er._ _ 0

After the South African War, it became possible to buy Martini rifles
in the ports of the Persian Gulf. The Afridis round the Khyber Pass
invested some of their tribal money in an organisation to buy these rifles‘;
and move them secretly across Persia to th_e.Khyber. When the Royaf
Navy stopped the supply, the Afridis petitioned the Government kp
India to compensate them for their losses —- as though a burglar w 0
I ad dro ed his tools when surprised by the police should ask them to
Iiu hiirlilii new set. And after a Scouts battle, the enemy wounded
woliild be brought trustingly into the Civil hospital at Razmak to be
'~;titCl1C(l up -- or even into a Scouts’ fort to the Scouts’ own hospital.
i Among the Scouts themselves, an orderly was expected to stay by his
wounded officer and die with him if need be — and he almost always
l'd What could be more touching than Nat Cosby’s story in this book
hf the boy who would consent to an operation that would save his life
only if his Commanding Officer stayed with him? Again and againd
personal liking, trust, affection, ‘overcame differences of religion an

Culfillollfody could ever be sure what would happen. A sentry, inflamed
by religious zeal, suddenly shot a British officer as he lay sleeping in the

en because his feet were disrespectfully turned towards Mecca.
lip er one — British and Pathans alike —— agreed that the sentry must die.
Biit syo that it should not start a blood-feud, there was also agreement
that his brother should fire the shot. When lg Wale] put _t0dl11I1;15:§
murderer also agreed that this was fitting. o t e episo e
decently and in order.
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entire group responsible for its enforcement. It usually meant a fine of
so many rifles. At his back, in support when persuasion was not enough,
were the Scouts — under various names, the Tochi Scouts, the Kurram
Militia, and so on. They were the Political Agent's striking force if
needed; their constant duty was also to show the flag, to proclaim the
presence of the Government and its right to go up to the Durand Line.

The Scouts were not regular soldiers, though they were organised
like the Indian Army in platoons, commanded byjunior officers of their
own group. A battalion of the Indian Army had only half as many
British officers as a British battalion; the platoons were commanded by
Indian officers promoted from the ranks with a Viceroy's Commission.
The proportion was about one British officer to fifty men. The Scouts
went further and there would as a rule be about one British Officer to
two hundred men —— three only to a Wing, which was more than the
equivalent of an infantry battalion. Further, by the end, quite a few of
those who had once been British officers were actually Pathans, holding
the King's Commission. The Scouts were lightly armed compared with
regular troops; they prided themselves intensely on speed and endur-
ance, on moving fast, sleeping rough and being unhampered by
baggage. And when they got to the battle, they were as good as any
tribesman at taking cover and marksmanship.

That brings us to the most remarkable aspect of the whole paradox-
ical situation. Except for the very small number of British officers, the
Scouts were all Pathans. They enlisted for a fixed period, which was
extended if they were promoted, but in any case they went back to live
among the tribes from whom they had come. They fought against
Pathans — yet they went back and lived among them in honoured
retirement.

The British presence in the Punjab deprived the tribesmen of a field
for raids and booty. For this the Government paid them compensation
in a number of ways, disguised by various pretences. The Scouts were
one form of compensation; their pay and pensions were an asset to the
tribes and I suspect that, if the question had been properly put to them
and if they had really understood it, most of the tribes would have
regarded the disappearance of the Scouts as a loss. Another form of
compensation consisted of payments to Khassadars, tribesmen who
were supposed to keep the roads open, an even more irregular force,
men who, as one new Viceroy remarked, guarded you by day and shot at
you by night.

To read an account of the tribal areas when the Faqir of Ipi was at
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llic height of his power might easily Suggest that the whole British
|\l'CS€I'lCe was regarded with unquenchable hate as a foreign army of
occupation. This would be to suppose ‘the tribes had a unitfy anhd la
nationalism which they had not, and also it makes no allowance or t iii‘
|i,.Cu|§a1- qualities. They relished danger and to them war was t i;
~.npreme sport; they had also a strong ‘but distinctly brutal sense 0
lnirnour. The Scouts provided them with constant opportunities for
enjoyable battles and also often appealed to their sense of humour. Tale
after tale in Charles Chenevix Trench’s book displays their ruthless-
lmss. they showed n() mercy and expected none. But when it was over,
when the Political Agent had imposed his fine and the kidnapped
hostages had gone safely home, they would happily discqss w(i1t|h Scout
officers the mistakes either side had made, in the spirit of rien y teams
iifier a football match. They would torture and kill the wounded and
nnitilate the dead f yet afterwards come to a tikala — alfeast — and
would tell the Political Agent he was their father and mot er.‘ I _

After the South African War, it became possible to buy l\iI&l'UTlI rifles
in the ports of the Persian Gulf. The Afridisround the hhyber Pgss
invested some of their tribal money in an organisation to buy tl1€5e fl C5
-ind move them secretly across Persia to the Khyber. When the Royal
;\],,vy stopped the supply, the Afridis petitioned the Go\i;erni1'nent tpf
India to compensate them for their losses — as though a urg at W 0
had dropped his tools when surprised by the police should ask them to
hny him a new set. And after a Scouts battle, the enemy W0UI\ClBd
would be brought trustingly into the Civil hospital at Raznfiak to pe
stitched up — or even into a Scouts fort to the Scouts own ospita .

Among the Scouts themselves, an orderly was expected to stay by his
wounded officer and die with him if need be — and he almost always
did What could be more touching than Nat Cosby’s story in this_book
of the bov who would consent to an operation that would save his life
Only ;§ his Qommanding Officer stayed with him? Again and again,
persona] liking, trust, affection,‘overcame differences of religion and
culture. A , H ed

Nobody could ever be sure what would happen. I senitry, _in arqh
by religious zeal, suddenly shot a British offieer as he ay s eeping in C
open because his feet were disrespectfully turned towards Mecca.
[~‘v¢1-yone — British and Pathans alike — agreed that the sentry must die.
But so that it should not start a blood-feud, there was also agrleemeint
that his brother should fire the shot. When it was put_t0 hlmlg S
murderer also agreed that this was fitting. So the episode en e
decently and in order.

XV







“£5?2:flagPawn
Hg“

Ea:£95
E03=NEwe£58
U5

=065°:E2:
J08E_ww_“_buEM
NUUC’:N_N£2E98M132:

“New__%€_$gU_
U53_Uw_“_=>
N8U8?

“swam$5MN
U313“Ow

NHg:
E2“U5COdag
E$3E88EB$5__U>m__
NJami

@=OUU_m
gak680:EU___H

J00“__%s_
:2“Ow_=o:OU__mw
IU_____55
E

=8
3:

wisofiN
=5GE:

too“E
COEWOQ___gnE_~

:2:QQSONUH
~35

EME
“WEQ6so

__V___6&
2%Ho
WE;and
2:
E88CB

305
£W:£E_“

8E___mEs3_U_:3_N
8:6Q5:Q>NUN
Ewages
deb

wg%_>_
U5

*0w_'_g_H_£
*0mg“N
“:8£5=N
@2530EgggsCUUWGD

V__A_%
bU>UB:O__

UENMat
J08>2:

8__2s>_8Uan6%
82:;55%‘
%_=O

was‘A2:
___oEWOQ

ENEU5ED:
Bewgi_E:O__w_?gp“C
WE;
33G
H_w:E___

wma8
_QN___SEas
2:Eafia
we€_3__OH_K_w__o_[_H_<
60:6__C__

3_€g_
3togaOH“£322:3&8;

HA;5352
U2%EO=Uoz

JD:
“gag%_WWQ_U__NU

gag25:2N2:83
“HJUDUUE
2:w__%o_s>__

283%N8awU5H8
E332$Ea=3
EM:

Hw_='__“N
MEEOE
bU>m

J9?W8__u_5___

2:
E

Eweaamg
“=52

xagN£25wEm8>_§
N_QEw_____

atCOfig”wEE2_>2N
6&82:“co?
£088“O

“GEMN
“@005

“geeaswE__§_
_E__2§£

as“E562_E®€
323_w==UG_>>

gO__2:
Ea£5

V182at
HM85U_:W:_M_UN_
5;Unzsm_u:Nggg

HE:
“:38w_w:_>
:2“30%%E8_:w%
EEEO__uUNO_u_$EH
:2:Bag:

686°C55a
t

3%“go
___8WEN_w>>

£82E5___“>
EUOF2:

w__O_N
Egg£053E2
NwEv_oo_b>o

E:NcoJaw;gega
[*0H:____

:825256N_ug_vOa
ésegN

“EQSUUOmszga=N:U_:
55:

ON9__E$3_8§
E‘

_
>xx

@
_

_
_F_U_U

Xwg

_w_A_

8_H_=Wiwfl’HH%H_N
wU%_UU___wEN

_Wegflm
“EN8&6_~€___
2:

Wetam2:

Q_uNCHOG__O__U___H_U£3_w__OQ_U___
UH;m___OH=£:___OO
=NOF

__§_wm_h__a

U>§__
__Q>QC

_U_DO3
Hm

p_O>?U__OH~
UH:
GUS‘;
mg
0:3

QCN
“VUQO

H1WMaiOggE
2:

g2_U__
“ENgP_2?cog:
EEK
“EMO

2NsS_M‘_NN3Q§fi<

“£5?2:flagPawn
Hg“

Ea:£95
E03=NEwe£58
U5

=065°:E2:
J08E_ww_“_buEM
NUUC’:N_N£2E98M132:

“New__%€_$gU_
U53_Uw_“_=>
N8U8?

“swam$5MN
U313“Ow

NHg:
E2“U5COdag
E$3E88EB$5__U>m__
NJami

@=OUU_m
gak680:EU___H

J00“__%s_
:2“Ow_=o:OU__mw
IU_____55
E

=8
3:

wisofiN
=5GE:

too“E
COEWOQ___gnE_~

:2:QQSONUH
~35

EME
“WEQ6so

__V___6&
2%Ho
WE;and
2:
E88CB

305
£W:£E_“

8E___mEs3_U_:3_N
8:6Q5:Q>NUN
Ewages
deb

wg%_>_
U5

*0w_'_g_H_£
*0mg“N
“:8£5=N
@2530EgggsCUUWGD

V__A_%
bU>UB:O__

UENMat
J08>2:

8__2s>_8Uan6%
82:;55%‘
%_=O

was‘A2:
___oEWOQ

ENEU5ED:
Bewgi_E:O__w_?gp“C
WE;
33G
H_w:E___

wma8
_QN___SEas
2:Eafia
we€_3__OH_K_w__o_[_H_<
60:6__C__

3_€g_
3togaOH“£322:3&8;

HA;5352
U2%EO=Uoz

JD:
“gag%_WWQ_U__NU

gag25:2N2:83
“HJUDUUE
2:w__%o_s>__

283%N8awU5H8
E332$Ea=3
EM:

Hw_='__“N
MEEOE
bU>m

J9?W8__u_5___

2:
E

Eweaamg
“=52

xagN£25wEm8>_§
N_QEw_____

atCOfig”wEE2_>2N
6&82:“co?
£088“O

“GEMN
“@005

“geeaswE__§_
_E__2§£

as“E562_E®€
323_w==UG_>>

gO__2:
Ea£5

V182at
HM85U_:W:_M_UN_
5;Unzsm_u:Nggg

HE:
“:38w_w:_>
:2“30%%E8_:w%
EEEO__uUNO_u_$EH
:2:Bag:

686°C55a
t

3%“go
___8WEN_w>>

£82E5___“>
EUOF2:

w__O_N
Egg£053E2
NwEv_oo_b>o

E:NcoJaw;gega
[*0H:____

:825256N_ug_vOa
ésegN

“EQSUUOmszga=N:U_:
55:

ON9__E$3_8§
E‘

_
>xx

@
_

_
_F_U_U

Xwg

_w_A_

8_H_=Wiwfl’HH%H_N
wU%_UU___wEN

_Wegflm
“EN8&6_~€___
2:

Wetam2:

Q_uNCHOG__O__U___H_U£3_w__OQ_U___
UH;m___OH=£:___OO
=NOF

__§_wm_h__a

U>§__
__Q>QC

_U_DO3
Hm

p_O>?U__OH~
UH:
GUS‘;
mg
0:3

QCN
“VUQO

H1WMaiOggE
2:

g2_U__
“ENgP_2?cog:
EEK
“EMO

2NsS_M‘_NN3Q§fi<Acknowledgments
,

t.

ggggrazgiléphg/Ifison who reag and re-read the manuscript as it develi
as written t e Foreword, it would h -.

published. never ave been"
To all contributors and helpers, whether or not named above and t ii

the staff of the India Office and Records, I am sincerely grateful Oi

I984 C.C.T.l A

ll

f

l

t

I

t

t

XX

Prologue

An Irzciderzt, 19 20

\

Sixty Indian soldiers occupied a permanent picquet, a miniature fort
hnilt of drystone walls, on a hill overlooking a road which passed along
the Tochi Valley in North Waziristan. Day after day they cooked,
t-leaned their rifles, dozed, chatted desultorily about their villages and
their cattle and stared with lacklustre eyes at the bleak hills and the road
winding below them. Nothing ever happened, nothing ever moved
except a string of camels along the road, a boy herding goats on the
hillside, a scavenging raven, a hawk hovering stiff-winged in the
vloudless sky.

Every morning at first light ten men were sent for the day to a feature
overlooking the picquet. It became a routine move, carelessly carried
out. No enemy had been seen for weeks; there was no report of hostiles
for miles. Although to reach that feature the ten men had to pass
through a few yards of ‘dead’ ground invisible from the main position,
they had only eighty yards to go. For convenience they took the same
route every day. i

Unseen watchers observed all this, and a gang of Pathans of the
Mahsud tribe, camping in a cave nine miles away, determined to
ambush those ten men in the few yards of dead ground. On the first
night they reached their ambush position in good time, but a shooting
star fell in an unlucky direction, so their leader took them home. The
second night, a river they had to ford was in spate. On the third night a
dog barked as they passed close to a village, so the leader, thinking that
the bark might have alarmed a sentry, again took them home. On
the fourth night all went well, until just before dawn the youngest
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An Incident, 1920

fiixty Indian soldiers occupied a permanent picquet, a miniature fort
built of drystone walls, on a hill overlooking a road which passed along
ilic Tochi Valley in North Waziristan. Day after day they cooked,
i-leaned their rifles, dozed, chatted desultorily about their villages and
ilicir cattle and stared with lacklustre eyes at the bleak hills and the road
winding below them. Nothing ever happened, nothing ever moved
i-xcept a string of camels along the road, a boy herding goats on the
hillside, a scavenging raven, a hawk hovering stiff-winged in the
i-loudless sky.

Every morning at first light ten men were sent for the day to a feature
overlooking the picquet. It became a routine move, carelessly carried
out. No enemy had been seen for weeks; there was no report of hostiles
tor miles. Although to reach that feature the ten men had to pass
ilirough a few yards of 'dead' ground invisible from the main position,
they had only eighty yards to go. For convenience they took the same
route every day.

Unseen watchers observed all this, and a gang of Pathans of the
Mahsud tribe, camping in a cave nine miles away, determined to
ambush those ten men in the few yards of dead ground. On the first
night they reached their ambush position in good time, but a shooting
star fell in an unlucky direction, so their leader took them home. The
second night, a river they had to ford was in spate. On the third night a
dog barked as they passed close to a village, so the leader, thinking that
the bark might have alarmed a sentry, again took them home. On
the fourth night all went well, until just before dawn the youngest
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(I . A2122236d to gee Surely any Sentry W01'thy of the name, less than a
_ e yar s away, must have heard! Back they went to the cave I

again. The fifth ni ht ever m ' '
down which to dirgct, silenyily,ah1isNf:iltiii\)/iligfCfiiigtlfiltllitiilhlgzei pzlilil fl-(Ind
their comrades and strolled into the dead groufid A voll so lerS'eft
blank range, another blast of fire to keep heads down in thgy It point-
rush to knife the wounded and grab the rifles — and the an iiiiiiquetl aI _ _'_ A if _ g g ssafely.‘
aw3Y- Tull)’, as Pathans say, patience is bitter, but its fruit is sweet.

The small disaster passed unnoticed in the Press But some wh- oheard of it might have wondered why those soldiers were occupyin
g,clearly against the wish of its ' h b't ' f

in Asia; what they were suppbsefil foardfiieirreetgejgf glqgsivjllseless areas
which two years before had helped demolish the Geiman A y all army
Turkish EmPi1'@$,i Should suffer a defeat however sirialluslinag fnd
ragged bandits who owned nothing more valuable than their rifles ew

The an t ' - , . ' iswer o these questions can be found in fifty years history of
what w d ' .British ?r:1i;<;i:~l1_ig . ed as the most vital and most vulnerable frontier of the
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Ily their conquest of the Sikhs, completed in 1848, the British acquired
the Punjab, pride and backbone of British India. They acquired also its
insoluble problem, the North-West Frontier.

Seen from India, the Frontier consisted first of the river Indus which
seems to serve it in the office of a moat, but has never proved a very
t-ffective one. Beyond it was an irregular jumble of plains and foothills,
fertile where they could be watered, shaped by the spurs of the great
Huliman Range. Beyond these towered the mountains themselves,
from the eternal snows, alpine pastures and forests in the north,
through the lower, harsher mountains of Waziristan where rocky
outcrops a mere 10,000 feet high petered out in scrub-covered foothills
and ravines, to the desolation of Zhob and Mekran. The mountains
were an effective rampart against invasion, provided the passes were
held.

While the terrain made administration difficult, the characteristics of
the people made government by infidels and foreigners almost impos-
sible. In the extreme north the tribes of the Hindu Kush are hardy
mountaineers but not particularly truculent. In the extreme south the
Baluchis, Brahuis and Pathan tribes of Baluchistan gave little trouble
provided they were left, more or less, to run their own affairs through
their own tribal authorities, which were more or less obeyed. The
problem was how to deal with the Pathan tribes between Chitral and
Baluchistan. By tradition and inclination, in some cases through
economic necessity, they were predators; as Moslem fanatics they
fiercely resisted rule by Sikh or Christian; and as the ultimate demo-

. The Frontier Scouts
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The Problem

lly their conquest of the Sikhs, completed in 184.3, the British acquired
ilic Punjab, pride and backbone of British India. They acquired also its
insoluble problem, the North-West Frontier.

Seen from India, the Frontier consisted first of the river Indus which
-at-ems to serve it in the office of a moat, but has never proved a very
i-ffcctive one. Beyond it was an irregular jumble of plains and foothills,
lcrtile where they could be watered, shaped by the spurs of the great
Suliman Range. Beyond these towered the mountains themselves,
lrom the eternal snows, alpine pastures and forests in the north,
lhrough the lower, harsher mountains of Waziristan where rocky
outcrops a mere io,ooo feet high petered out in scrub-covered foothills
and ravines, to the desolation of Zhob and Mekran. The mountains
were an effective rampart against invasion, provided the passes were
held.

While the terrain made administration difficult, the characteristics of
the people made government by infidels and foreigners almost impos-
sible. In the extreme north the tribes of the Hindu Kush are hardy
mountaineers but not particularly truculent. In the extreme south the
llaluchis, Brahuis and Pathan tribes of Baluchistan gave little trouble
provided they were left, more or less, to run their own affairs through
their own tribal authorities, which were more or less obeyed. The
problem was how to deal with the Pathan tribes between Chitral and
Baluchistan. By tradition and inclination, in some cases through
economic necessity, they were predators; as Moslem fanatics they
fiercely resisted rule by Sikh or Christian; and as the ultimate demo-
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figThe Frontier Scouts

crats, with no man acknowled i h 'gng anot er as master, they wej
difficult to hold to any agreement. '

Neither the Amir of Af ha ' ig nistan, nor the Sikhs, nor the Briti’
w td ' 'an e more than spheres of influence in the mountain A

s. s a safguard against Russia the B 'ti h ' t, ri s gained control of the Khyber
Kurram and Bolan Passes, but this did not hel h

p t em control tiPathan tribes.
The best way of pacifying the Frontier as has al b, - ways een obvio *and has in fact been d b ' ' 'prove y the Government of Pakistan, is ti

provide the tribesmen with education and econo ' ' '
mic opportunitiesuperiorto those gainedb r 'd' .B ' ' ' Iy ai ing ut it is the problem of the Cl11Cl(6d .an the egg. Which comes first, economic devel
opment or soinfapproximation to law and order? To the guardians of the Victoria,E .

mpire the answer had to be law and order.
There were two obvious wa f d l’ys 0 ea ing with the tribesmen. ‘v

‘Cl ' ’ ' 'ose Border policy pursued until the end of th, e nineteenth century,’
aimed to overn th l ' 'g e p ains and leave the hills as a sort of human ‘nat

ure’reserve’. When the denizens of it became too troublesome — killing and;
kidnappin the dwell ' h ' ' ' ' ' ’g ers in t e plains, driving off their cattle and ra. . I Pmgtheir women -— they were subjected to punitive expeditions into ax’
hostile tribe’s ' 'country which killed a few of the men, blew up the
fortified towers, pulled down the terraces of the fields, extracted a fine
in cash and firearms, and then withdrew. This procedure was irrever-
ently known as ‘Butcher and Bolt’.

Alternatively there was the ‘Forward Policy’ of occu i di’
P)’ "8 anadministering the country right up to the Durand Line, the inter-

national boundary agreed and demarcated with Afghanistan ' 8
in 1 93.Only in Baluchistan was this successf ll 'u y carried out by a loose system

of indirect rule through the tribal Sardars
To the lucid mind of Lord Curzon, Viceroy of India from 1899 to

t 0 ,‘B t h d ’ ' ' '9 5 u c er an Bolt was undignified, unproductive and unaccept-
able; but half a century’s experience, including some thirty punitive
ex edit’ h dp ions, a proved to most people that the Forward Policy along
the whole Frontier was impossible with the resources at India’s dispo-
sal. B 'd ' ' ' 'esi es, if the tribes on the Indian side of the Dur d L'

an ine weredisarmed and tamed, a large army would have to be permanently
em I d’ ' 'p oye in protecting them from their unreconstructed ' hb

neig ours,heavily armed, on the Afghan side. Moreover there was among middle-k d . .ran an junior officers a feeling -— which did not m k 1'
a e po icy butcontributed to the climate of opinion in which policy was made — that if

the F ' 'rontier was always at peace, India would be a much duller place;

2 ’t

The Problem

' urabl from annual vV_flF‘g3meStnnl that the armY t_’eH€ifit<=:t(ille1IT‘:V1::lac? Whg nevef let a mistake go
tutlt the est llmplrfi ’
t|tt.ilIlIl!~§hCd. . . There was an Admin-

"” lhfire developeicl a I0[dl'pr(i:riii:Iiisi)nOg the fertile plains and lower
lnmml Bordelhof Brtmsfhwlfiiclfiwere all the blessings of civilisation,toothills, to t e eas o - 1C de and Criminal7 th Indian Pena 0 .i-it».-._t;tIIy law and order based on e to the Durand Line, was an area
"N" “lure Code’ whlle to the westirbliii tly Yaghistan the Land of the- ' o ' . . -
lmuwl’ as Tnba’ Ternwryli (l)(II?)12lCl{ lII)C3.nt0I"iII1€fltS in British Inqiait intI;tws.TTh)e ‘ArFT1Y_:(‘:; Pfflitical Agents would, without attempting
o»ht|t- in ri a erri them from their. . - h could to weanto .nhninister the tribes, do What t ey
H It l\t‘(l ways-

. - d. - - - ' l tions with others are govfiffle
I ht. Pathan is an lI1(llV1(5Lll§lllSII wrhlprslgfnaas Pukhmnwali which Confers
ll\' .t code of custom an onou _ . - d tieS_ The most_ . - of him certain u
on lnm CCTIIHIIEI rhghts andbggqpiijilgeance. he must exact vengeance,
tmjmrtallt of t e uties is i _ It or injury done to himself, his
HI .iny risk and at all _cost,bforI2}nhi‘1e1$d1-lies than theymust take up the
hnnily, his clan or his tri e. Old and land __ zan’ zar, zamin — are

”””’Tel’ Dlsputesfover ‘l1v0I?ll(:(I)1(lI ifeuds but the feud continues, with.tt the bottom o mos ' _ ’ . . . f “en The Pathan
- f ts ori in is 013° 'iiiillllefs and reP"’Sf’1S’hl0niabtL‘iftiike it fie must, sooner or later, or be

nt.iy wait yearsifor his c anc ,
ottt-rly shame . _ . the ri ht of Nanawati, which.|~he duty_ of badai is tI}I:;)1C1llfi:‘§IStI)gIXtend Egylum and protection to

on-ans ‘coming In ' a I e cases the marl
' enem . n extrem _anyone who asks for it, even ggfzjie his Ifoe bare-headed, with thfi

ii"-‘I‘i"8 N?“’“'at’ aptfearsit of rass in his mouth indicating that he ‘S
Koran on his head, anralgi maygbring a sheep as peace-offering, or
‘"5 Protector S amma 3 ' u ht with the Koran is never. his wife unveiled. Nanawati s0 _8 _ _
I" "duct: - indelible disgrace. _

“"“S°"’ ’"$’i’e’k§’i"13"tTti.’l.§.§’$iii’il’ndnntn. hospitality, whichT116 thir e emen 0 - - ' ' ited Pathan or
k it invited or uninv ,_

must be Offered to anyUWlb(<iliS;?er It includes food, lodging, enter-Ioreigner, Moslem or f n far be -Ond what the host can afford Thg
mlnmenfi protéctlon 0 ltfin uest’sysafetY so long as he remains ’n thell0$t is f¢$P°“S””e for ’sig roviding a badingga, <"=s¢<>1"=i WI“) $h°“1d
tribal area, to the extent oh P est of their Own liveS_ There is the Case of
protect the iuests eve: attthiscguest the Political Agent, shot his owna Pathan w 0, I0 Pm cc ’

’ 3

The Frontier Scam;

Cfflts, with no man acknowl 'edging another as magte thdifficult to hold to any agreement, Ti cl’
Neither th A ‘ f - _want d e mir 0 Afghanistan, nor the Sikhs, nor the

B IT10re than spheres of influe . ~-
guard against Russia, the British rg;eit:Qdtll((in:1£]OlilHtfi.II\€1. As a safrKurram and B l P - . ° 0 I 6 KhybPathan tribes. D3" “SW3, but this did not help them control t'

Th be f - - .e st way 0 pacifying the Frontier, as has alwa b
and has in fact b Y5 fifln obvio
mvide th .b can pmved by the Government of Pakistan, is tP _ e tri esmen with d t" .

superior to those gained by l_ai§in1;.:aBi3?ita£itih CCOHl:)l'I1lC Opportuy-ljti
and the egg. Which comes first economicegro llem of the Cl'1lCl{eI|
approximation to law and order? ‘T0 the ardfve Dpmem of 5°
EmP1re the answer had to be law and ordefgu “ms of the Victoria:

There were two obvious w " '
- . f dealin ' h 'Close Border P0liCY' ays ii) 8' W1! the tribesmen. Th, pursued until the end of the nineteenth centuaimed to govern the 1 ' - ry
r‘_i$crve'. When the dldnaih-gizrizif bhidldfelfillsas a sort of h“"“!" lmmr
kidnapping the dwellers in th ] ' O0 troublesome _ killing andtheir W e p ‘GU15, driving off their cattle and rapingi

omen ‘ they were sub ected t - -J 0 Punitive expeditions intohostile tribe's country which killed a few of the bl 8.,
mfortified towers "1 ew h_ , pulled down th ' "P I ¢m cash and firearms, and than “eiyfizirtaecels afélie fields, extracted a fine

end)’ kmlwfl R8 'Butcher and Bolt’ ' 15 Procedure was irrever-
Alternative] I _adminiSt€ring§;hghiéi;‘eInvyp)s rtihe“ lflorwarcgl P0llCy' of occuPYing and

national b°“"d‘"'Y agreed ancfdemp to tde Durand Lille’ the inter‘only in Baluchistan was this Succe aycfite with Afghanistan in 1893.

of irnditect rule through the tribal gifizlaiiscamcd out by 3 loose system
0 t e lucid mind of Lord Curzon Viceroy of Ind.

' ia fro 81905. ‘Butchera d B I’ - - _ m I 99 toable; but ha" 3 lgemo t ‘was undlgnified, unproductive and unaccept-
. . urys ¢ . .expfidmona had proved to I7:1[zJ¢;:l§;:f):),leII'E;J]lal:C::lIil1egF§;)Ifle ll11l'ty‘pUl']lIlV€

the whole Frontier was impossible with the 1-CS0 fwai-ii Policy along
say Besides, -f th . _ _ urces at ndia's dis -dl d i c tribes on the Indian side of the Durand Line wgi-,e

isarme and tamed, a la
. _ rge arm wouldemployed in protecting them from iheir unre}il:>i:itto bedper.manemlY

h¢3"ilYarmed onthe Af han ‘d M rum: “°1ghb°'~1tS, ,
rank and lunihr officcrsga feesline. - oregver there was among middle-
contributed to the climate of opinim jnwllllfighdigligot make (policy but
the Frontier was alwa t - P Y was ma e — that ifys a peace, India would be a much duller place;

2

The Problem

Illll that the army benefited immeasurably from annual war-games
mill llic best umpire in the world, who never let a mistake go
iiiipiiiiislied.

‘iii ilicre developed a compromise policy. There was an Admin-
llllIll‘ll llorder of British India, enclosing the fertile plains and lower
lm-iliills, to the east of which were all the blessings of civilisation,
»»|..~i hilly law and order based on the Indian Penal Code and Criminal
l'i Ill l‘lllll'€ Code, while to the west, up to the Durand Line, was an area
lIlIlI\\ I1 as Tribal Territory, or more aptly Yaghistan, the Land of the
l iii|l.iws. The Army was held back in cantonments in British India,
Wlllll‘ in Tribal Territory Political Agents would, without attempting
iii .iilininister the tribes, do what they could to wean them from their
n ti kctl ways.

I lir Pathan is an individualist whose relations with others are governed
I-\ .i rude of custom and honour known as Pukhtunwali which confers
an him certain rights and requires of him certain duties. The most
iiiqiiirtant of the duties is badal, vengeance; he must exact vengeance,
il-l .iiiy risk and at all cost, for an insult or injury done to himself, his
liiiiiily, his clan or his tribe. If he dies, then they must take up the
||ll.l1T€l. Disputes over women, gold, and land — zan, zar, zamin — are
ill ilie bottom of most blood-feuds, but the feud continues, with
mli|'LlE1'S and reprisals, long after its origin is forgotten. The Pathan
ni.iv wait years for his chance, but take it he must, sooner or later, or be
iiili-rly shamed.

'|'lie duty of badal is modified by the right of Nanawati, which
lHl‘1lflS ‘coming in’. A Pathan must extend asylum and protection to
.iiivone who asks for it, even to an enemy. In extreme cases the man
I\l'('klng Nanawati appears before his foe bare-headed, with the
l\Ul'llfl on his head, and a tuft of grass in his mouth indicating that he is
his protector's animal; he may bring a sheep as peace-offering, or
produce his wife unveiled. Nanawati sought with the Koran is never
Il‘ll.lS€d, but to seek it from an enemy is indelible disgrace.

The third element of Pukhtunwali is melmastia, hospitality, which
must be offered to any who seek it, invited or uninvited, Pathan or
loreigner, Moslem or Unbeliever. It includes food, lodging, enter-
iiiinment, protection often far beyond what the host can afford. The
host is responsible for his guest's safety so long as he remains in the
iribal area, to the extent of providing a badragga, escort, who should
protect the guests even at the cost of their own lives. There is the case of
ll Pathan who, to protect his guest, the Political Agent, shot his own
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The Frontier Scouts

This was not the case outside Baluchistan and the Northern States
Dir and Swat. To the tribes of the Mohmand border, the Tirah
Waziristan a Malik was merely a negotiator with Government and
agreement he made could be challenged and ignored by any ad
tribesman. His authority was no more than that conferred by
ity and wealth. True authority rested only with the Iirga, an assem
in which every man of the tribe might play an equal part, though
course some were more equal than others.

Pathan characteristics were naturally stronger in the trans-Fron
tribes, that is those resident in Tribal Territory, than in the cis-Fron
tribes who for fifty years had enjoyed or put up with Pax Britannica.
all Pathans the Mahsuds of central Waziristan were the most
followed closely by their neighbours and cousins the Wazirs, by
Afridis of the Tirah and the Mohmands north of Tirah. No
Frontier Pathan, except for the Turi tribe, and very few within Bi
India, felt any real loyaltyto a remote and infidel Government,
indeed to any Indian Government, for they never regarded themsel
as Indians or their country as part of India. However, there
innumerable individuals and families, especially among cis-Fron
tribesmen, in whom self-interest, some appreciation of the benefits
paternal government, recruitment in the army, esprit de corps
above all, devotion to individual officers, -produced attitudes
could easily be mistaken for loyalty to the Raj. This was j '
apparent among cis-Frontier Khattaks, Bangash, and Yusufzais,
the Army regarded as the most reliable Pathans and first-class sol

‘Unarmed’, says a Pathan proverb, ‘you are my enemy’. To carry
the duties enjoined on them by the Pukhtunwali code, to follow
calling as freebooters and to defend their precious independence,
trans-Frontier tribes were armed to the teeth. Up to the end of
nineteenth century their weapons were the curved sword, a
straight knife and the jezail,'a long-barrelled matchlock, better than
musket with which the Army was armed until mid-century, but not
good as the Snider, Martini-Henry or Lee Metford rifles. By the end
the century they had acquired by theft, capture or purchase
Afghan soldiers a fair number of modern rifles, and what they lacked
fire-power, they made up in fieldcraft, cunning and the guerilla
rior’s secret weapon, patience.

Such people were not markedly amenable to the Political Agen
admonitions, even when these were reinforced by financial
ments to good behaviour which exasperated soldiers compared
Danegeld. These included contracts for the supply of mutton
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liicwood, allowances to Maliks which could be stopped if not earned,
mid good silver rupees paid out for making and repairing roads wgigh
nj)CI1€d up Tribal Territory for trade and military expeditions. 3
Frontier Crime Regulations laid down procedures which could be use
in emphasise the Political Agent.’s wishes. Legal sanction was given to
lllill by Iirga, according to Shariat, the Islamic law code which lays as
much emphasis on compensation to the victim of a crirfie ai on
punishment of the criminal, and accepts the p1'1t1¢1[;l¢ t fit 1 an
individual cannot be brought to book, his family, section or tribe must
pay for his offence. When, therefore, a tribe s cup of iniquity was fullé
ilic Iirga would be required to handover the kidnapped Hindus an
|ll)dUCtCd women, and produce the miscreants responsible for murders,
mliberies and rapes, or pay compensation for these outrages. Pressure
rnllld be applied by the arrest of prominent tribesmen whose friends
mid relations would use their influence to expedite the Iirga s deliber-
iuions; by the seizure of the tribe’s livestock; or by a blockade cutting
ull the tribe from trade with British India and preventing its seasonal
migrations. _ _ h

For all these purposes, to discourage raids and escort caravans, t e
Political Agent needed an armed and disciplined force composed
wholly or partly of local tribesmen. Thus were raised corps collectively
known as Frontier Corps, Militias or Scouts. Only if these failed
did the Army sendin a punitive expedition.

" The clans and septs of which a tribe is composed are known as sections and
sub-sections.

7

The Fmntier Scouts

This was not the case outside Baluchistan and the Northern States
Dir and Swat. To the tribes of the Mohmand border, the Tirah
Waziristan a Malik was merely a negotiator with Government and a
agreement he made could be challenged and ignored by any ad '
tribesman. His authority was no more than that conferred by person
ity and wealth. True authority rested only with the Iirga, an assernb
in which every man of the tribe might play an equal part, though
course some were more equal than others.

Pathan characteristics were naturally stronger in the trans-Fronti
tribes, that is those resident in Tribal Territory, than in the cis-Fronti
tribes who for fifty years had enjoyed or put up with Pax Britannica. i_
all Pathans the Mahsuds of central Waziristan were the most difficul-'
followed closely by their neighbours and cousins the Wazirs, by t‘
Afridis of the Tirah and the Mohmands north of Tirah. No tran
Frontier Pathan, except for the Turi tribe, and very few within Briti '
India, felt any real loyalty to a remote and infidel Government,
indeed to any Indian Government, for they never regarded
as Indians or their country as part of India. However, there
innumerable individuals and families, especially among cis-F
tribesmen, in whom self-interest, some appreciation of the benefits
paternal government, recruitment in the army, esprit de corps
above all, devotion to individual officers, produced attitudes
could easily be mistaken for loyalty to the Raj. This was
apparent among cis-Frontier Khattaks, Bangash, and Y
the Army regarded as the most reliable Pathans and first-class

‘Unarmed’, says a Pathan proverb, ‘you are my enemy’. To carry
the duties enjoined on them by the Pukhtunwali code, to follow
calling as freebooters and to defend their precious independence,
trans-Frontier tribes were armed to the teeth. Up to the end of
nineteenth century their weapons were the curved sword, a
straight knife and the jezail,'a long-barrelled matchlock, better than --_
musket with which the Army was armed until mid-century, but not a
good as the Snider, Martini-Henry or Lee Metford rifles. By the end 0
the century they had acquired by theft, capture or purchase fro
Afghan soldiers a fair number of modern rifles, and what they lacked i
fire-power, they made up in fieldcraft, cunning and the guerilla war"
rior’s secret weapon, patience.

Such people were not markedly amenable to the Political Agent"
admonitions, even when these were reinforced by financial induc l
ments to good behaviour which exasperated soldiers compared t
Danegeld. These included contracts for the supply of mutton ari_

6 .

The Problem

hii-wood, allowances to ll/laliks which could bfl $t°PP°_d if “°‘ eangfidfi
illlll good silver rupees paid out for making and repairing roads w
II|)ITl'lCd up Tribal Territory for trade and military expeditions. Z
I, mm,“ Crime Rggul3ti0IlS laid down procedures which could use
iii emphasise the Political Agent's wishes. Legal sanction wfl_5 Ewe“ t°
ii ml by Jirga, according to Shariat, the Islamic law code which lays as
iiiiich emphasis on compensation to the victim of a crime as; on
piinishment of the criminal, and accepts the PI'1l_'\¢ll:l¢ lhf" 1 an
iiiilividual cannot be brought to book, his farnily. $¢¢t1f"'{ °_" tribe “flufil
pay for his offence. When, therefore, a tribe s cup of iniquity was u A
ilic jirga would be required to handover the kidnapped Hinduzan
i|lIduC[Cd women, and produce the miscreants responsible for mur firs.
,,,|,|,e,-i¢5 and rapes, or pay compensation for these outrages. Pressure
“mid be applied by the arrest of prominent tribesmen whose friends
iiiid relations would use their influence to expedite the Jirga s deliber-
.iiiims; by the seizure of the tribe's livest_00l<2 OT by 3 bl_°°k?d° Cumng
lllf the tribe from trade with British India and preventing its seasonal
migrations. _ _ th

|.~m- all these purposes, to discourage raids and escort caravans. S
Political Agent needed an armed and disciplined force compose
wholly or partly of local tribesmen. Thus were raised corps collectively
kiiiiwn as Frontier Corps, Militias or _Sc0ut5- only ‘f the“ faded
ilid the Army send in a punitive expedition.

. The clans and septa of which a tribe is composed are known as sections and
sub-sections.
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2*“The Frontier Scouts

_When they had pounded the small white stone ' »
alllglvlafid up the iron ladder into the blockhouse. The swi-:(i:tg::iietSf

od fire and hot chapattis greeted me from inside Th
low-raftered room with the smooth boards wooden i e I
ladder leading up by a trap-door to anotherifloor andsulfipomjli
smell of the flour, reminded me of an old water-iiiill a We a

‘.'_.A.’-4i‘
In 1908 this blockhouse was attacked b a h d

- . f Af h . 'niglht was black as ink, and the besiegers werz: undiir teiifiwallg aiildslayi

ii em over e ar t. h fl
shift dqlwn twenty Afghans. P ape nt e are ty
Khfl I e Zakka Khel campaign of 1908, all the Zakka Khel in

yber Rifles were paraded by the Political Agent and told that ti
would not be made to fight against their own people" every man ‘ii

' i 9tate§ixNmonths leave, and when he came back no questions wouldflj
HS £11. one took advantage of this offer. 1;;
trans %KhYP¢1'!1$f1fles were reckoned on all counts to be a success, an

' rontier ridis could be made into a useful local militia, surf
this could be done elsewhere. In Baluchistan Sir Robert Sandem t“an ‘
Agent to the Governor General, was, indeed, already doing it ll
lynch-pin of his system of indirect rule was at first a force similar to t
Khyber Jezailchis. _With the annexation of the Zhob in 1889 he form
a much more military force, the Zhob Levy Corps irre ular hi
uniformed, armed with Government Martinis trained ’ d g
disciplined. It was composed of local Pathaiis Pathafi: frrdrciiii or

h ' ' ’
_ _ I1 e y an Indian Army major seconded to

Political Department and under Sandeman’s orders L h
was renamed the Zhob Militia and in the somewh taler t e
conditions of Baluchistan where the tiibal authorities had (:88 ~
Over their Young men, it did very useful work a some Lon

I 8 - ' ' - -Tirghl a<:12ege11r1I(I3l3=:cKurtram \(galley, north of Waziristan and west of
n_ibeS1’n _ g _ °?P 31"» - 0- R008-Keppel, formed the local T

en into a similar force known as the Kurram Milit' B
there was a difference. The Turi tribe are Shiahs entirel ut
by Sunnis, and there is no feud more bitter thaii that bietween
Moslem sects. The Turis were the trusties of the Sarkar ' 1
the Campbells in seventeenth-century Scotland The iliuilmva em
the British Government to take over their countr and a
and as a result the Government had introduced a fhose 8IZlifI(il5e?t
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Poachers Turned Gamekeeper, 1878-1904

iiiiii the Kurram Valley, based on a Political Agent at Parochinar and
ilii- Kurram Militia. The Turis were no less tough than their neigh-
liiiiirs (another analogy with the Campbells), no less observant of
Piikhtunwali, but they were reliable; so much so that the government
lii-pi at ‘Parochinar a reserve of 3,ooo rifles for issue to the Turi tribal
liiiihkar, their armed force, in times of trouble.

'l‘he advance in 1891 from Gilgit to Hunza and Nagar against very
iiiiigh opposition, which planted the Union Iack on the Roof of the
World, had been a classic example of Victorian empire-building, with
ilir Political Agent shot by a garnet fired from a jezail and many deeds of
iliiring rewarded by three VCs and numerous other decorations. In
iHi;5 the Empire had watched with bated breath the desperate defence,
iiigiiinst overwhelming odds, of Chitral Fort and the painfully slow
jii iigress through snow-bound passes of the relief columns. Thereafter
llll‘ Hunza and Nagar tribesmen had reverted to peaceful peasants,
llN'lI' raiding parties no longer the scourge of Central Asia, and the
Mi-htar (prince) of Chitral had abandoned the amiable practice of
iii-i-uring each succession by the wholesale slaughter of sons, brothers
iIlI(l nephews. A

I.ord Curzon, something of an expert on the Pamirs and the Hindu
l\\lSl'1 (unique among Viceroys and policy-makers, he had actually
i idderi and walked over them) , took very seriously the danger of invasion
liiim R -JSSIHI1 Turkestan, through the narrow panhandle of the Afghan
Wiikhan and over the Hindu Kush. The history of Russian expansion
i-iiiphasised the danger. It is the task of general staffs to plan for the
wiirst possible eventuality, which here would be Russian and Afghan
iiivasion, assisted by the Pathans of Dir and Swat through which must
jiiiss any force moving up from India to Chitral. There were at least
iliree routes —- by the Killick pass into Gilgit and the Baroghil and
I l()l'3l'1 passes into Chitral - which could be easily defended, but if left
iiiidefended were perfectly practicable for trained mountain troops
with mule transport.

lt was against such a contingency that the local Political Agent
iiiiggested in 1900 the formation of a part-time militia of ‘trained
i-rzigsmen’ from the tough mountaineers of Chitral. It was a proposal
iilier Lord Curzon’s heart, a loyal militia defending their own country
iiiitil regular troops could arrive, and it was the genesis of the Chitral
Scouts, tribesmen armed with modern rifles, trained for one month a
year and providing at a very small cost a tripwire which could at least
ilcla an incursion. In 1913 the Gilgit Scouts were raised on similarY
liiies with a similar role.
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The Frontier Scout;

.Wh°" they Pad Pounded the small white stone toclimbed up the iron ladderinto the blocl-thouse The Swcgtgcg t
. ' I1the wood fire and hot chapattis greeted rne from inside. The i

low-raftered room with the smooth boards wooden su 0 t J
ladder leading up by a trap-door to anotherifloor a d [Sp r S .'
smell of the HOW’. reminded me of an old water-mill] a We all

In 1908 this blockhouse was attacked b h d f A
~ . f , .fllglht was black as ink, and the besiegers wer)e iintfigr tiigwallfigiildslay

:iz.:'s.‘:§ s:t::e.:;::::.:’:; aw“ so  1 @111 .

sh‘-iit dii,w"Ztw.-,nty Afghans. Over t e parapet. In the flare t '-
n t e akka Khel campaign of 1908 all th Z kk Kb ' ‘

Khylbier Rifles were paraded by the Political Age£iit ailndalold flialtnt

i:il.tlel Si)?$0tf1eti{l!;?‘iii£;t0 fighd aglimst their own People; ever)’ ma" 1"VB. an w en he came back no questions would
asked. None took advantage of this offer. '

The Khyber Rifles were reckoned on all counts to be a success an "
trans-Frontier Afridis could be made into a usefu ' ' ' i -
this could be done elsewhere. In Baluchistan Sir Rtl)li)(:!i‘:lS:.1I|ll(lna, Sur
Agent to the Governor General, was, indeed, already doinegmi?Il:F_
lYn°h‘Plfl Of hls system of indirect rule was at first a force similar to t
Khybel: Jezailchis. with the annexation of the Zhob in 1889 he fo V“
finIi1EQ1:n1el51QI'C military force, the Zhob ‘Levy Corps, irregular l1_

I armed with Government Martinis trained and more Qfl
d- - 1- . I _iscip med It was composed of local Pathans, Pathans from fun
north, and Wild Brahui nomads from the desert south west of Q t i

d ' - . ' “e *1an . it was commanded bY an Indian Army major seconded toPolitical Department and under Sandeman's orders L '"
was renamed the Zhob Militia and in the somewh taier the co")
conditions of Baluchistan where the ti'ibal authorities had ass aim“ ll
over their Young me", if did very useful work a some Lem I

I 8 ' , ' - - .Tirzhl a‘§:1?-;I_5l‘:1tl:::l§aUl'tfitm gals) ,Rnorth of Waziristan and west of I.
n_ibeSI'nen . ge _ _P amt ' - 00$-Kfippel. formed the local Tuinto a similar force known as the Kurram Milit' B 1-; l
there was a difference. The Turi tribe are Shiahs entirel lsiiir In 3-i
P)’ Sunnis, and there is no feud more bitter thaii that biiatweleijiuilh
Moslem sects. The Turis were the trusties of the Sarkar ' 1 -l
the Campbells in seventeenth-century Scotland The ’he(ii“§a em
the British Government to take over their count-ry and praioteciisflilg

d - . . e 'an as a result the Government had introduced a loose admmlsn-at;
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min the Kurram Valley, based on a Political Agent at Parochinar and
ilw liurram Militia. The Turis were no less tough than their neigh-
‘IIIIITS (another analogy with the Campbells), no less observant of
i'\iltllIL1flW£lI, but they were reliable; so much so that the government
ltrpl at Parochinar a reserve of 3,000 rifles for issue to the Turi tribal
limlikar, their armed force, in times of trouble.

‘l‘he advance in 1891 from Gilgit to Hunza and Nagar against very
mugli opposition, which planted the Union ]ack on the Roof of the
World, had been a classic example of Victorian empire-building, with
lilt‘ Political Agent shot by a garnet fired from a jezail and many deeds of
llill mg rewarded by three VCs and numerous other decorations. In
|H|;_q the Empire had watched with bated breath the desperate defence,
n|.{.\inSt overwhelming odds, of Chitral Fort and the painfully slow
pi I igress through snow-bound passes of the relief columns. Thereafter
ilir llunza and Nagar tribesmen had reverted to peaceful peasants,
llit‘ll' raiding parties no longer the scourge of Central Asia, and the
Mt‘ltl.HI' (prince) of Chitral had abandoned the amiable practice of
:il‘t‘|ll'il"lg each succession by the wholesale slaughter of sons, brothers
tmtl nephews.

liord Curzon, something of an expert on the Pamirs and the Hindu
luish (unique among Viceroys and policy-makers, he had actually
I ltltlfilfl and walked over them), took very seriously the danger of invasion
lium R issian Turkestan, through the narrow panhandle of the Afghan
it-flilthan and over the Hindu Kush. The history of Russian expansion
ru\pl'i3SlS8d the danger. It is the task of general staffs to plan for the
mirst possible eventuality, which here would be Russian and Afghan
invasion, assisted by the Pathans of Dir and Swat through which must
‘hiss any force moving up from India to Chitral. There were at least
lliree routes — by the Killick pass into Gilgit and the Baroghil and
I Iurah passes into Chitral — which could be easily defended, but if left
undefended were perfectly practicable for trained mountain troops
with mule transport.

lt was against such a contingency that the local Political Agent
utii_{gBSt8Cl in 1900 the formation of a part-time militia of ‘trained
iiagsmen’ from the tough mountaineers of Chitral. It was a proposal
alter Lord Curzon’s heart, a loyal militia defending their own country
until regular troops could arrive, and it was the genesis of the Chitral
Ht-outs, tribesmen armed with modern rifles, trained for one month a
V('£l1' and providing at a very small cost a tripwire which could at least
tlclay an incursion. In 1913 the Gilgit Scouts were raised on similar
IIIICS with a similar role.
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The Frontier Scouts

rent with blood-feuds as the Abdur Rahman Kh 1
geance on the executioner and his tribe took reprisealssepoys took

The Post Subadar, an Afridi wise in Pukhtunwali came u 'rh
only satisfactory answer. Kabul must die b the harid f h’ liw’
Naik in the garrison. Then there would be rilo feud noiiepiisalother
' - . i S.i:;::i:;t:.t;";2::.N.t: 5“ "1: of1 e 3 ' ' '

shréiting bisow-n brother. Su ’ an t e Militia’ to execute

to Si§’$’§iZ'§’§LZiiil".’§5”§ ‘he *”’“i’"if’“’ kiiip had """‘“‘° b°°“ccasiona r , '
the Post Subadar and the S6I1l0I‘Sl\/I)flf1SUd0:lfl?lCci3l:l0I%;lliLllllis:(l)1fn(id_ - . _ _ _ - sci
was clear' Bownngi hf? Sifldi Was sleeping with his feet towards M
and therefore I shot him . But Kabul’s exaltation had simmered d
Th . O
acce a man ‘cl to. be feuding with everyone e1Se_

pted the offer of death with dignity
Th ' - i .do time was fixed for five in the afternoon. The garrison was

para ei each mans eyes fixed on the keep. Half-hidden behind
1:: 6-ypeastered buttress stood a British officer, two Pathan office,-S

cutioner, all with rifles. A khaki-clad figure climb d
keep parapet, rifle in hand. He stretched himself ere t defl on to 1
his rifle among the soldiers gazing up at him ‘Allah hti’AllzIh filfig d9
‘God is Great.’ The executioner raised his rifle aimedazit the Cm
figure, and fired. Kabul Khan remained for a moirfent poised still i
spun ro nd, df ll ' h ‘‘Aahflhuh P (afnrelieaf yyvgmaucgash into the courtyard below. A pro]

Kabul’s relatives asked for his body to bu , d h
granted. It should not have been. They buiiihdallialiufiiiiiiilzilcclifional‘
style, with a recess in the grave for the questioning an el to sit Ab if
the grave they built a shrine to Mahsud patriotism litgevery Fr'd Ohml
fi' k - 1 . 7 I Hy
fgfl0‘::"I1<gabilI?§iX;‘II§;€lrethe Young men came t0 Pray» and resolved to

Had the Commandant, L' t -C l it
wekai, the murderer’s body l’:1Lllgf‘iIl?I’lr(1)tt hd)vi2)Ib::’c:Iiitlliiii1srllih2iiIh,u’i"i:(fln fit Sziii_ . _ _. or e
was an “(Peri On _Mah$Ud$, speaking fluently their difficult dialect of
Pushtu and knowing very well their courage and black t h
took on the duties of Political Agent as well as his ow riaac cry. He
under-estimated the persistence and loquacit of Mnh at Welt he<
most innocent amusement is to plague the Polilfical A a Stu Thvy ose’;
minable complaints and petitions with strident demgend “fit lnmrii
Subsidies, f0f f0fld-making and firewood contracts forailfitgrciii largiirI sion in;
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liliiiiil-feuds generations old, for honorary titles and distinctions, even
lHl tillllpfllgrl medals earned fighting against the Government forces.
I lH'H‘l()1'C a junior political officer, Evelyn Howell, was sent to take
iii i-i its Political Agent in order that Harman might concentrate on his
iiitlitiiry duties.

l'lii-. ascent of 3,000 feet from the Gomal River to Sarwakai by a
iiii ii-_li bridlepath was a taxing one for Howell, for his Militia escort and
llll the mules and camels carrying his luggage. At the top of the rise
\H'l(‘ the Mahsud Maliks assembled to meet him, ‘Hawk-faced, trim-
Iii .iidud, hard-bitten ruffians but well mannered and very pleasant-
..jiii|ii-ii’. One of them, with a charming smile, holding Howell’s hands
Iiiiitlly in his, said, ‘We are so glad a new Political Agent has come, for
'\\'lH'll there is no Political Agent, we are as orphans.’

'l‘licy rode on to Wana where Howell was to live with Harman, the
Militia second-in-command Captain Plant, a doctor and a Sapper
t\Hlii|llCI'n responsible for the roads. Wana was a fort, loop-holed and
i ii-iii-llated, constructed mainly of dried mud. It consisted of a
jii-i iiiieter-wall with corner-towers, lined with living-quarters, offices
illltl stores, enclosing a yard of about an acre in the centre of which
‘.\ .i-. ;l two-storeyed keep containing well, treasury, cells and armoury
\\.lllI spare rifles and ammunition. There were few amenities; there
\\‘il"i no ice (except that provided in winter by Nature), no electricity,
iiiiiiiing water, fresh fruit or vegetables. In summer mosquitoes and
-iiiiiil-flies proliferated, afflicting in turn everyone with malaria and
Hillltllly -fever; scorpions lurked in the most inconvenient places such
ilti whoes, or under the seat of the thunderbox; myriads of flies com-
ll\\llL‘(_l busily between latrines, kitchens and dining-rooms, jostled
i.ii-Ii other along the rim of the tea-cup as it was raised to drink, and
\\‘t‘lt' only kept out of the (tinned) milk and (tinned) butter by
I iivi~ring jugs and dishes with little beaded nets. Diarrhoea, dysentery
illltl jaundice were rife.

Four thousand feet above sea-level, Wana fort and its attendant
li.i-/.;iar squatted in the middle of a saucer-like plain surrounded by
iiiiiiiiitains. Scattered acacias, dwarf-palms, berberis and gurgura
ltll.‘%l\CS relieved the monotony of the grey and khaki landscape but
(l'li('Cpt during the rains) grass was as scanty as hairs in leprosy.
(Waziristan in spring could be delightful. As an English-speaking
Political Assistant enthused in later days, ‘These green, green grasses,
ilii-se white, white sheeps, these blue, blue skies .. . Sir, it is very
ili-i'ent.’) The climate varied from scorching heat to snow and blizzards,
illltl there was generally a wind bringing dust-devils and sand-storms in
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geance on the executioner and his tribe took reprisals P y 00

The Post Subadar, an Afridi wise in Pukhtunwali cam r h
only satisfactory answer. Kabul must die b ‘ the hatid f liuh mt u‘
Naik in the garrison. Then there would be iio feud n 0 Hi iiothirl
it was put to him the Naik consented for the honohrcbffhislfzriiilwii
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the Post Subadar and the senior Mahsud officer lgiili “Pas opemlid '
was Clcari B°“"'i"g- he said, was sleeping with his feet tu S Ctilmlii/lien
‘and therefore I shot him‘. But Kabul’s exaltation had siiiixerifd decc
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man he to_be_ feuding with everyone else. -'
accepted the offer of death with dignity,

The time was fixed for five in the afternoon. The an-ison w
parade, each man's eyes fixed on the keep. Half-higdden behiarido
mud-plastered buttress stood a British officer, two Pathan Qfficgfg an
the executioner, all with rifles. A khaki-clad fi ure climb d '
keep parapet, rifle in hand. He stretched himself erect dgfl on to th
his rifle among the soldiers gazing up at him ‘Allah ho Aikrliarlliflg
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Kabul's relatives asked for his body to bur ' cl h
granted. It should not have been. They l)U1’lZ2iIlal[23.l;:UlatlI]nlI(l:l{i11(§iiSl;tl\,lii1ai
style, with a recess in the grave for the questionin an el t ' Al? a‘
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liliiml lends generations old, for honorary titles and distinctions, even
llil lillllpfllgfl medals earned fighting against the Government forces.
llii-ivlore a junior political officer, Evelyn Howell, was sent to take
iii l'l iis Political Agent in order that Harman might concentrate on his
iiiilil.iry duties.

l‘|ii- ascent of 3,000 feet from the Gomal River to Sarwakai by a
uiiigli liridlepath was a taxing one for Howell, for his Militia escort and
llll |lii~ mules and camels carrying his luggage. At the top of the rise
\\l It’ the Mahsud Maliks assembled to meet him, ‘Hawk-faced, trim-
lii .iiiled, hard-bitten ruffians but well mannered and very pleasant-
..|i.i|u~ii'. One of them, with a charming smile, holding Howell's hands
liiii-llv in his, said, ‘We are so glad a new Political Agent has come, for
~i l!|'|l there is no Political Agent, we are as orphans.’

l'lii-y rode on to Wana where Howell was to live with Harman, the
Militia second-in-command Captain Plant, a doctor and a Sapper
i»iil-.ilicrn responsible for the roads. Wana was a fort, loop-holed and
. ll iivllated, constructed mainly of dried mud. It consisted of a
pi iiiiicter-wall with corner-towers, lined with living-quarters, offices
illlll -iiores, enclosing a yard of about an acre in the centre of which
.< il'- ii two-storeyed keep containing well, treasury, cells and armoury
'-\Illl spare rifles and ammunition. There were few amenities; there
\\ .i-. iio ice (except that provided in winter by Nature), no electricity,
iiiiiiiiiig water, fresh fruit or vegetables. In summer mosquitoes and
--.iii-l-flies proliferated, afflieting in turn everyone with malaria and
Hillllllly fever; scorpions lurked in the most inconvenient places such
ii" -lines, or under the seat of the thunderbox; myriads of flies com-
l|lI|ll‘Ll busily between latrines, kitchens and dining-rooms, jostled
lill ll other along the rim of the tea-cup as it was raised to drink, and
\\l'Il.‘ only kept out of the (tinned) milk and (tinned) butter by
- -ii i-ring jugs and dishes with little beaded nets. Diarrhoea, dysentery
illlll iiiundice were rife.

l~iiur thousand feet above sea-level, Wana fort and its attendant
I-.i/ii;ir squatted in the middle of a saucer-like plain surrounded by
iiiiiiiiitains. Scattered acacias, dwarf-palms, berberis and gurgura
Iiii-.lies relieved the monotony of the grey and khaki landscape but
ii-wept during the rains) grass was as scanty as hairs in leprosy.
iW;ir.iristan in spring could be delightful. As an English-speaking
lwiliiical Assistant enthused in later days, ‘These green, green grasses,
ilii-se white, white sheeps, these blue, blue skies . .. Sir, it is very
ili-i-i-nt.') The climate varied from scorching heat to snow and blizzards,
.iiiil there was generally a wind bringing dust-devils and sand-storms in

19









$2:Wm8_$_§£E_m
_2g_§n_‘_U_Eo__,_w|WgbU_:___t:m

__O%
U0:___

agvgm__£%M_£
2:

we$288800_EN_w_
*0E2!U5£3%8_______

*0ExamUsSH_$_;r_L
atwgdwfl
Emafie$£§__

UUCUWQU%_______
Sm3%:2“E_NQi_r
Eva;8E<“gm
E$5222n%c_NE______

Os;SUEO5;3>_§_
H2W_NUUE£0582“CO;
fig_w_hv_§____/_

at
b__N_:OEN&__:H__sOm_EwNE

Emgow8E<“gm
E8E2,“=__2m___$

EH1U£UNU__21530:?__E8&
£3ggasta
“ESP_%a%_>_
___

geaas
=8w__§_n_E__€___<

___£U£s_:mP_
Qt
Eggtflm_6:_____
_

‘WEN:OOO_m
30%P63P85__§>
@102’“EM1*2:
“OtamU5_<

_E£cm_Ug_
2:NNwNc_

“______

U5H23
Eebws29555=23_NH°H
Ea:gut
EEN2U2£:___
2

ErrJANU
W_GOH_:Jn__N2,
E8Wgig
E:83as3cg:WWU_________

gesmOM08
ageNWM;S_Ua8__QE

>_HmN>
32$l?3§_v____g

E
Us

3:8QHMRQENO
__U:cO__m

=Nl__§EU_23wO82:05:‘2:
_____m

EUBU2£385>?“
wegnawU5HE;

_uU__1cD:DE:
EN“:KSOZ:___

OHgsW35?“
U53°:UUUEZUE

OM93DEW
£08CO$5;

UU___U=_:_________
WWhaMNWEMMME
2:
E%U=N>
Nasrgflm£38226838
UCNm_________

6;WQOO:
W0C6200N£_U__O>_$
figmans“
figbaseEa:__‘____

U2WBEU555$$268“GUEU>OEIu:N|UHcQ>:UQ:U
_g&:__:___

GQOWgabgt
23_8w=_W_|w__O_
EaBEDUUN50mg;
U03_’_I

N2EEG;
2:cggom

W8_3_OEmPE“Oz80”
E;£?®EN_Ww_W__________

WM“M£wDo_t_<_WMUnE:=
Uw_Sw_
50>
E

:50
gmwtm

EuN;s_E;_______
=0wag‘:

Ea“gag2:w_£voOm
32$fis__w%Web“OH
Ea“m____
____2

UUUQUWQbus““O9_$
E5gtp_OtU_>H'UU1_2:
5;U2:_____

22$W285“
UcN_NQN>52
98___£flbm:<_%E£
at80%82‘_______

T39Q58(n$N
%IiE

.
WwflgWEUOQ

2“:U5
5;’83828
8__&U2__

___‘_5“EN
885°__2tO

HmUww_UflH%fi~U€vvW_*%_MWF_
\fiAV®E“H%E
:O:UE;___OU'EE

WCcocgebma
atCO

__EUQW:NUU£
UQN‘magS8
D820MMEVOQ:83

¢

 

ON

f

Chg

N“_w__O_
O8\€%__O
5nag
8HO

H_EbmfimWE%Q
£2;
E8ENmg’%_P%__O
E“£_&

gem?
‘_~__U_U_%_\%uH

238%§_NEQ\k
2:“

$2:Wm8_$_§£E_m
_2g_§n_‘_U_Eo__,_w|WgbU_:___t:m

__O%
U0:___

agvgm__£%M_£
2:

we$288800_EN_w_
*0E2!U5£3%8_______

*0ExamUsSH_$_;r_L
atwgdwfl
Emafie$£§__

UUCUWQU%_______
Sm3%:2“E_NQi_r
Eva;8E<“gm
E$5222n%c_NE______

Os;SUEO5;3>_§_
H2W_NUUE£0582“CO;
fig_w_hv_§____/_

at
b__N_:OEN&__:H__sOm_EwNE

Emgow8E<“gm
E8E2,“=__2m___$

EH1U£UNU__21530:?__E8&
£3ggasta
“ESP_%a%_>_
___

geaas
=8w__§_n_E__€___<

___£U£s_:mP_
Qt
Eggtflm_6:_____
_

‘WEN:OOO_m
30%P63P85__§>
@102’“EM1*2:
“OtamU5_<

_E£cm_Ug_
2:NNwNc_

“______

U5H23
Eebws29555=23_NH°H
Ea:gut
EEN2U2£:___
2

ErrJANU
W_GOH_:Jn__N2,
E8Wgig
E:83as3cg:WWU_________

gesmOM08
ageNWM;S_Ua8__QE

>_HmN>
32$l?3§_v____g

E
Us

3:8QHMRQENO
__U:cO__m

=Nl__§EU_23wO82:05:‘2:
_____m

EUBU2£385>?“
wegnawU5HE;

_uU__1cD:DE:
EN“:KSOZ:___

OHgsW35?“
U53°:UUUEZUE

OM93DEW
£08CO$5;

UU___U=_:_________
WWhaMNWEMMME
2:
E%U=N>
Nasrgflm£38226838
UCNm_________

6;WQOO:
W0C6200N£_U__O>_$
figmans“
figbaseEa:__‘____

U2WBEU555$$268“GUEU>OEIu:N|UHcQ>:UQ:U
_g&:__:___

GQOWgabgt
23_8w=_W_|w__O_
EaBEDUUN50mg;
U03_’_I

N2EEG;
2:cggom

W8_3_OEmPE“Oz80”
E;£?®EN_Ww_W__________

WM“M£wDo_t_<_WMUnE:=
Uw_Sw_
50>
E

:50
gmwtm

EuN;s_E;_______
=0wag‘:

Ea“gag2:w_£voOm
32$fis__w%Web“OH
Ea“m____
____2

UUUQUWQbus““O9_$
E5gtp_OtU_>H'UU1_2:
5;U2:_____

22$W285“
UcN_NQN>52
98___£flbm:<_%E£
at80%82‘_______

T39Q58(n$N
%IiE

.
WwflgWEUOQ

2“:U5
5;’83828
8__&U2__

___‘_5“EN
885°__2tO

HmUww_UflH%fi~U€vvW_*%_MWF_
\fiAV®E“H%E
:O:UE;___OU'EE

WCcocgebma
atCO

__EUQW:NUU£
UQN‘magS8
D820MMEVOQ:83

¢

 

ON

f

Chg

N“_w__O_
O8\€%__O
5nag
8HO

H_EbmfimWE%Q
£2;
E8ENmg’%_P%__O
E“£_&

gem?
‘_~__U_U_%_\%uH

238%§_NEQ\k
2:“The Frontier Scouts
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sound rule on the Frontier not ilo keeioan i)Sr((iil:’iIl1yviI<€iii lgfigofginf It
b D i ' . . I‘ a1'21Zeen oddss orderly four years, and because Dodds ignored his
on the distribution of road-construction money he shot D ddi 1 O S,
th ffi ' - .plimer 0 cers and three police constables with the rifle Dodds had gi
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Side-shows, 1914-18

Iii tlir late 1890s the British, Australian and New Zealand armies were
ii ill iiicd with the Lee-Metford rifle, and by 1907 their discarded
M ill t iiiis, sold to arms dealers, were flooding the market and arriving on
ilii I-‘rontier via the Persian Gulf in very large numbers. Although it is
iii ll .i magazine-rifle and does not fire smokeless powder, the Martini is a
H i it good weapon, accurate and long-ranged, and the tribes soon
tll'\'(‘l()pCCl effective fire-and-movement tactics. When the tribes had
liii-ii armed mainly with jezails and swords, a column of troops with
i iHll(‘lS and mules could march safely up a valley if the heights as far as
tlii i-i- hundred yards on each side were piqueted: now the piquets had to
hr "»(‘l out at least nine hundred yards, the speed of advance was reduced
illltl the difficulties of withdrawal — all Frontier campaigns must end in
ii it Iidrawal — were vastly increased. It was a much more serious
lHl‘tH\CSS than it had been in Kipling’s and Warburton’s day. The
Militias had Martini rifles until 191 2, when they were rearmed with the
liiiiig magazine Lee-Enfield.

/\t the start of the First World War there were about 5,000 trans-
It iiiiitier Pathans in the regular Indian Army, including ten companies
Hl Mahsuds. Their performance was patchy. Those who reached the
Wt-stern Front and East Africa fought magnificently, particularly the
Mahsuds, and won numerous medals for bravery; an officer who
I iiiiimanded Mahsuds in East Africa waxed lyrical in their praise. But
lllillly deserted rather than fight against the Turks, for the Sultan of
l'iirkey was the Khalif of Islam, Commander of the Faithful, Shadow

Hl God upon Earth. The trans-Frontier Pathans’ ambivalence is illus-

Tfie 1' rontier Scouts

Militia. A good Pathan 0 d l ' b . - - . .
deft, intelligent and oftefi viiitiywliiieigijdttliiisiiiaiiiixaiyhfiidsoifgiibIt

Cl l ~ ‘ -Egg: Drgidiggg ghsggopslegyicgtrgo kegpban ordegyéglo long. Sarfaraz
' an ecause o ' d h‘ 'on th d. t .b . f i _ signore iswi -In g H H ie is ri ution o road-construction money he shot Dqdd0 S,

other Olficfifs and three police constables with the rifle Dodds h cl ". 3 g.
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Iii llll‘ late 1890s the British, Australian and New Zealand armies were
ii .ii iiicd with the Lee-Metford rifle, and by i907 their discarded
M Ill I iiiis, sold to arms dealers, were flooding the market and arriving on
ilii l~ fllflllfif via the Persian Gulf in very large numbers. Although it is
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Iii -.i-i out at least nine hundred yards, the speed of advance was reduced
.iiiil ilie difficulties of withdrawal -— all Frontier campaigns must end in
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lHl‘illl£'.SS than it had been in Kipling's and Warburton’s day. The
Militias had Martini rifles until 1912, when they were rearmed with the
liiiig magazine Lee-Enfield.

»\i the start of the First World War there were about 5,000 trans-
I iiiiiiier Pathans in the regular Indian Army, including ten companies
Hl Nliihsuds. Their performance was patchy. Those who reached the
\\ i-.-iierri Front and East Africa fought magnificently, particularly the
M.ilisuds, and won numerous medals for bravery; an officer who
1 iiiiiiiianded Mahsuds in East Africa waxed lyrical in their praise. But
iii.iiiy deserted rather than fight against the Turks, for the Sultan of
liirkcy was the Khalif of Islam, Commander of the Faithful, Shadow

til tlod upon Earth. The trans-Frontier Pathans’ ambivalence is illus-
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Amir Thana'gKhgar’Zi?h’/" O .. ¢-.,. r a k z a 1

Mir Kalai sl“"8hal<

inn‘?-iZ The Kurram gp.,,g,,,,,,( J \\_"'_
P3§5FC'l13PPl’l ‘~.:

Pam,’ otoiiuiidi Khel "' '“v-—~--\
Koial s \ ‘~,\ ', \---

I Parachinar

' 0 Ghoz Garhi* /r'\01?

The Frontier Scouts

Tribes "1 oWala
-China

"" fghari frontier (Durand Line)

H — _* J miles

_l
I

‘T~\.
\.

\ntI

Shabak Pae,-

___r}(->3
U5

’<'>
V.‘ %"\ Badama

Khostwal Sadda
- LakkaTiga ,
L 0 Z a 1 m u k ht

order between the Kurram Allzal
and the total!y unadmiiiisterei '
Tirah tribal territory _

atai Pass

t k h d 6 g anistan. Majoroo one un red infantry and fifty Mounted Infantry of the
one company of the Guides, two troops of Lancers, and two
guns to attack the forward Afghan post at Amir Thana This
out f P - . ' Yd rom arachinar in the evening, and achieved complete

awn Under cove
Militia made a V3lIl2i)I'llZfi;:t£Ifl1I]:’t tfiie gclgliénffihnvghlllfsi jhe infantry 0
lr;‘I;]SuCC¥SSfulI but an hour later the garrison SU:I’€Ill(fl€tl’;’§ hlffily
on i’:?\/IfiftzzgjalgufgilaT1:i§l::§1Rie8nd1Mounted Infantry then
then proceeckd towafliis Mir Kalzl/il qg: and burnt it as well.

General in those parts, who hastily dcicamae¢(iui'l1£terSAi[?f the Af
Six “H3865 W¢1'¢ burnt, at a cost of two Miliiia kill vdo dfihan forts

The Kurram Militia s last action of the war was an ve Wow
eight weeks after the armistice. A combined lashka(i'n0fO()]r’;’1ZZ’aiS
Zaimukhts was a ain th 'g reatenmg Badflma post. Four planes wereto locate them, one of which flew too close to a steep, wooded mo
side and was shot d ' > - .Observer bemg wounflgzg bri:1:1; tgizhesmgn s rifle-fire, the Pilot -

s a ramatic race for the 1 'Pbetween the tribesmen and ' I '  the garrison which the ' 'garrison ust w
rescuing pilot and obser ' l ‘ver and returning next day tosalvage the eng
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On 3 IURB the Kurram Militia invad d Af h ' i

f

i

i
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The Third Afghan War, 1919

I Iii H ’\IIj_f\lSt peace was signed to end the war in which the Kurram
HIIH I§I Ii.iiI held its own valley, harried the enemy and behaved exactly
III Ilii iii.iiiiicr expected of it.

I Iii \\ ii/iiistan Militias had always been told that if they were attacked
In iijiii|.ir troops and artillery which could pound their mud forts to
|iiIiIiIi _ IlI(' Army would come to their help. But now there were no
"IIH‘lt\. to spare for Waziristan, so the North Waziristan Militia was
mili It Il to pull out of all its forward posts. The decision may have been
mtlitiiiilv correct, but politically it was disastrous, and most Militia
uIIIi i I'\ thought it was wrong. The sight of the Militia burning their
gtiiii -= iIII(l marching out of their posts seemed clear evidence that the
in Iiiii \\'iIS on the run, and that within a few weeks the.whole country of
IIii I'iit IIZIIIS down to the Indus would be governed from Kabul.

I Iii N1’ May 1919, at the news that Nadir Khan was advancing down
Ilir Ii. illl ii valley, the evacuation was ordered of the Militia posts in the
Itjijii I '|'ochi — Datta Khel, Tut Narai, Spina Khaisora and Boya -—- to
Iteiiliiiii. After a fight with Wazirs during the night of 25-6 May, the
irtii tIl iiig column reached Dardoni early in the morning of 26 May, less,
nliiiiii iiiic hundred and fifty Wazirs and Afridis of the Militia who had
Iiilii II advantage of the darkness to desert. Also on 2 5 May the garrisons
Hl 'tIii~w;i and Spinwam were withdrawn in a very difficult rearguard
gi IIIIII across open country. They had hardly left the burning fort of
Iiljiiiiwaiii when Afghans and Wazirs were in it, only three hundred
jet Illl Iii-hind them; and they were harried by Wazirs all the way back to
ilali

I lIl itisands of exultant Wazirs milled round Dardoni, Miranshah and
IiIiiIi without closely investing them. The situation was most serious in
Mii illlfillklll, crammed with dejected or subversive Militia including six
Iiiiiiili i-d Wazirs. At first their attitude had been satisfactory: they had
iii ll. iiiiicd the outbreak of war because they would then receive Army
tiitiiiiis, free, instead of rations on payment; and their Pathan officers
Iiiiiiiiglit to the Commandant letters that had been sent to them from
It lll I‘ll urging them to desert with their men and join the Holy War. But
IIii ti were shaken by the incidents of the last few days and the fact that
tiii ml of their tribe was now at war with the Sarkar. To support the loyal
9lrIH(‘IltS in the garrison, two companies of the I/41st Dogras, brave,
ilqii-iidable little hill Rajputs from the eastern Punjab, were sent to
Mii .iiishah on 26 May.

' t iii 2.7 May after a day of indecision, nearly all the Wazirs decided to
jiiiii the Iehad. Their ringleaders were the Jemadar Adjutant, Tarin, a

37
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2 The Kurram Spingawi{‘-_’-\\'\ '_
Regign Psgsf Cghapprj ~_‘j -- l__

' \ ' \-4 QPaw,‘ otoniiqiii Khcl v"---.,
Kolal -, ‘~. '. P —-

Paraclunar_I

Amii Thana'gKhgd rig‘-ihi /'1 O k -- ’_¢- ,.' r 0 : at I
Mir Kalai ' 5hl"Bl’"ll\"\-"'\‘ ‘

ik I Ghoz Garlii \
- 4'\_ _ _ Q V keg» / l

‘J ‘I w. Badama
Kiliottwa! gadda _

L Liiklta Tiga Z .Q .
Tribes '.']oWala imuihl

- China j

_ . _ l' " — -— Afghan frontier iburnnd Line; hj

———— -'-— Border Ijflwpfq ii" ;;,,,,am ' Aliza:
and the totally uniiidmiriistlrri i
Tirah mfml terriron '

 JlI\ll€1 _bhahalt Pass *5;
*1 Balai Pass

O“ 3 .lU1'1¢ the Kurram Militia invad d A ‘. I hanistan M 'took h d C S . ajor
one ciihiipafi; olfeffienéaniliy and fifty Moumcd Infantry of the
guns to attack th ul es' two troops of Lamffiffi, arid two° f°"""1 Afghan post at Amir Th Tout from Parachinar in the evening and achieved coiiimli hey
dawn. Under cover of fi f h l ' P-em S
Militia made a valiant iiiiteliiiitil ttoe rihliillidnffiirn gulljlsi the infantry
unsuccessful, but an hour later the garrisunwgugy Ircil this thgjy
Th f CD GT8 an

am oft W35 burnt The cavalr and Mounted Infant
on to Mir Zaman Kal-ai rushed the villagg and burnt _trY theljllllrg,’ i as we . ithen proceeded t d M‘ K '
General in those p:i~tiii,r viiho llZl;S[ll;lgl8IC8}I‘I“lail(‘}u?l:terS of the Afg
Six Villages were burnt at a cost of two Miliiia killeiio Ii-lfihan forts’ an ve wThe Kurram Militia's last action of the w Ound

- at was on 30 ]uly, neeight weeks after the armistice. A combined lashkar of Orakza'
Zaimul-thts was a ain th ' is ig reateriing Badama post. Four planes were s
to locate them one of which flewt. - lside and was shot down by theotcgicbg:_:ntjpngst€}gPi Evooded mount
observer being wounded There was a dra*;’nrit_¢- re, Ehe gjlot =a ic race or t e
between the tribesmen arid the garrison which tllg - , pl

- garrison just .rescuin 'li d b -gpio an o serverandreturningnextdaytosalvagetheengi
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The Third Afghan War, 1919

llii H ‘iiigust peace was signed to end the war in which the Kurram
ilitiii li.iil held its own valley, harried the enemy and behaved exactly
Ilia iii.itiiit'r expected Of it.

‘I lii \\ .i.-ii istan Militias had always been told that if they were attacked
hy iijiiil.ii troops and artillery which could pound their mud forts to
flililili _ ll|l' Army would come to their help. But now there were no
"|Il|'tli |H spare for Waziristan, so the North Waziristan Militia was
iiiili ll ll ltl pull out of all its forward posts. The decision may have been
Qiiliiiuilt t'tii'r€Ct, but politically it was disastrous, and most Militia
pillii i I'\ thought it was wrong. The sight of the Militia burning their

iiii ii illlll marching out of their posts seemed clear evidence that the
tlthill wits on the run, and that within a few weeks the whole country of
llii l‘-it llillll-i down to the Indus would be governed from Kabul.

t iii i -, T\-‘lay 1919, at the news that Nadir Khan was advancing down
in I‘. .iiiii valley, the evacuation was ordered of the Militia posts in the
jtjijii I ‘l'iichi — Datta Khel, Tut Narai, Spina Khaisora and Boya e to

|IHlt>llI. After a fight with Wazirs during the night of 25—6 May, the
mi I ill iiig column reached Dardoni early in the morning of 26 May, less
gliiiiii lllll.' hundred and fifty Wazirs and Afridis of the Militia who had
igli ll ilIlV2ll'lliagC of the darkness to desert. Also on 25 May the garrisons
til |llH'\\'i| and Spinwam were withdrawn iri a very difficult rearguard
.ll|4ill .l(‘I'()SS open country. They had hardly left the burning fort of
Ii-iii\~.iiii when Afghans arid Wazirs were in it, only three hundred
jiii il-- lit'l1lfl(l them; and they were harried by Wazirs all the way back to
lltt li

I lit iiisands of exultant Wazirs milled round Dardoni, Miranshah and
liliili without closely investing them. The situation was most serious in
Mii illl'illiIl'l, crammed with dejected or subversive Militia including six
limiilii-il Wazirs. At first their attitude had been satisfactory: they had
in Ii t||ll('d the outbreak of war because they would then receive Army
iiiiiiiii-+. free, instead of rations on payment; and their Pathan officers
.lllilI|,'_lIl to the Commandant letters that had been sent to them from
li In ml urging them to desert with their men and join the Holy War. But
tlii i were shaken by the incidents of the last few days and the fact that
llll Il\| ill their tribe was now at war with the Sarkar. To support the loyal
Ill'lllt‘l|tS in the garrison, two companies of the I/41st Dogras, brave,
ll|'|ii'!lil3blC little hill Rajputs from the eastern Punjab, were sent to
liIii.iiisliah on 26 May.

I iii 1-; May after a day of indecision, nearly all the Wazirs decided to
jiiiii the jehad. Their ringleaders were the Jemadar Adjutant, Tarin, a
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or iizéigghzoltlhgng elpe to do with their time, they would study for

range Part uriitil tsho a condoy escort’ a Standmg Plqueti 3 Waty ey Saw evelop some careless habit or tactical
- a patch of dead ground or thorn scrub left unchecked men
across the 0 en with t ’h P OH 8 Supporting section lying prone, a round
c amber fin er t
Ca tu d H Y ierus and away into the hills with

p re ri es and ammunition, leaving half adozen in
corpses, a hideous offence under the sk U

It is strange how little has been writien about the mihtar
sation and chain of command of the ytubes, Which must havesophisticated enough to control lashkars numbering thousand
mg out complicated tactical movements It was similar to the S
Highlanders system, each family, sept and clan following some
war-leader who was not f“many Elefled but was neverthelesstribe s choice There w I
several tribes, attracted iii; lTzI1:30f3lTflI:zilf(il(;1I§1 Olitlfiw gangs drawn
were generally Successful e 0 in Hood whose

The formidable character of Mahsuds and Wazirs a d th
T1 6awe — they inspired may be jud d f 1

pamphlet produced by HQ Wazirisfiin D’ii'>’fnncfDiiir€i(i)tZ4frOm an

Th he p ysique, powers of endurance and experience gained by
l\/I2ll'lSU.d and W321; 11] years of incessant raiding made himmidable enemy in his own hills and there are qott ai e 3,000 to 4them who have served in the Mlhtla or Regular Army and have
intimate knowledge of our habits and taoties

Owing to his activity on the hillside and general w hfalmost atc ulness itimpossible to outflank him or cut off hls I-en-eat
when the “OOPS Commence to retire it is astonishinnumbers of the enemy will appear in pjacesiwhlch had 5seeme to

deserted, and the rearguard will be harried in the t dmos etma Enner very opportunity which occurs of cutting off Smal]
will at once be seized

The Mahsud or Wazir is an expert at attacking convoys or
detachments and is tbem d assis ed by the nature of his country, the 1'3

g n31'I'0W an winding while the hillsides in the western
are often th kllth 11¢ y covered with bushes He attacks systematical
W specia parties told off for specific duties, such as the neu
in of d
Q g d a lacem puluets by fire» SuPP0rts to his advanced partiewor smen etc A7 mbushes may sometimes open by 3 few

The Third Afghan War, 1919

Iiiiiii HIM‘ side of the nullah. Untrained troops rush to cover on the
flltll Iioiii which fire comes. ’This is what is waited for. Heavy
iii I III .iti- tire from the other bank then finishes the party.

\iq.tiiist troops proceeding to take up position the usual plan is to
iiIIIltII'ilI the leading party of the advanced guard, firing a volley and
I Iiiiiigiiig immediately. Knives are used to cut free rifles and equip-
IIH iit , and the tribesmen make off in the inevitable confusion before a
I iiiiiiti~i'-attack can be organised . . .

I to not let a man approach you in enemy’s country scratching his
at I iiii.ii~h, he is looking for his knife. Hit him on the elbow with a stick
itiiil lit"ll ClI‘0p it . . .

i\ void shaking hands with strange Pathans. They will seize with
IlIl‘l| It-ft hand and stab with their right on occasions . . .

Mahsuds or Wazirs brought to bay always fight desperately.
’llltIIIlLl a party be surprised completely without hope of escape, an
iiiiiiit~diate and determined counter-attack must be expected.

l'lii- ticrcest fighting of 1919-20 took place after peace with Afghani-
iilflli was signed. There was a real war against the Mahsuds and, to a
lI=Ht\t'I extent, the Wazirs. Never had the tribes been so well-armed,
III '\t‘l had their morale been so high. And the Army was not at its best,
tIii w:ti'—time soldiers having been discharged, and the ranks filled with
iiiiiiig recruits, many battalions with little mountain warfare and no
I IHIII icr experience. An unusual feature of a very savage war was that
I I I IIII time to time it was halted, temporarily, by the arrival in the British
I iiiiip of parties of enemy with flags of truce, wearing their
will iiicdals, come to shake hands and chat with the officer who had
I iiiiiiiianded them in East Africa.

I II the South Waziristan Militia, one company, carefully selected,
itjwl atcd as an integral part of a regular battalion. They performed well
iIIItl went some way to restoring the Militia’s good name. Otherwise the
It iiiiiants of the corps remained at Tank, re-training and re-forming.
I‘lii- North Waziristan Militia, who remained in Dardoni, Miranshah
aiiil ldak posts, were involved in minor piqueting and patrol actions.

The Frontier Scouts

Having nothing else to do with their time the would d. Y stuor weeks th h _ ' - - Yra _ e abits of a convoy escort, a standing pique; a
"ge Part)’ '-"ml they saw develop some careless habit or tactica_ h lacjogflzfic of dead gjround or thorn-scrub left unchecked, men

OP"! W1‘ Olltasupportingsectionl inh . _ _ Y gprone, around
C amber’ finger °“ mggfl, ready to give instant 'th I k _ _ _ COV€I't1’tg-fi1'e_ey s ruc a volley and a knife-rush and away into the hills with
captured rifles and ‘ ' -
corpses, a hideous of€e::'emuuni:Sr03;e &l:]:‘z;ving half-a-dozen

It is strange how little has been written about the milita
sation and chain-of-command of the tribes which m t Ky Org

e - ussophisticated enough to control lashkars nurribering thousandwe
fig out complicated tactical movements It was similar to the gcct. , _ . oighlanders system, each family, sept and clan followin some
war-leader who was not formally elected but gi pr°..
tribels choicm Thflg were also mamudin . Out] was nevertheless
several tribes, attracted by thg fame of Smae R0?’ $1133 drgwn f,in oowere generally successful. W use r

The formidable h f M -
awe - they inspifecin-iiiiii:/T be 'uad1SeldiSfand Wazirs and the respec1 B
Pamphlet Prod‘-Wed by HQ Waziristan Dliginricfjiiinig,-i4ir0m an at

Th h ' . _e p ysique, powers of endurance and experience gained b
Mahsud and Wazir in years of incessa ' ' y i

- . . din made h' fmidable h ' m ml .g lm 3th henremy in is own hills, and there are quite 3,000 to 4,QQg
Em W 0 ave served in the Militia or Regular Arm a d 11 ii

' ' . , Y T1 aveintimate knowledge of our habits and tactics . . . i
Owin t h ' -g o is activity on the hillside and genera] watchfulne D .2

almost impossible to outfiank him or cut off h' SS It
W _ _ 1s_retreat . . .hen the troops commence to retire, it is astonishin h

numbers of the enemy will appear in lace h‘ h g
deserted, and the rearguard will be hgrried ihe had ieemed to
m _ E _ _ _ _ mosor

The Mahs d ' ‘ -u or Wazir is an expert at attackin convg
detachments d ' ‘ - g Y5 orbein an IS assisted by the nature of l'llS_C0U11t|-Y’ the

g narrow and w nd , ht hare often thickly Cogeréggwfihl EL:-S}:3elgltllIi§I1:(;Stt1n ltihe western
' h — . _ ' - ac Swit special parties told off for specific duties, such as the

ing of adjacent piquets b ti ~y re su rt -Swordsman, etc‘ _ I i Ambusheé maP&P;1or2ctt<i>n:i: gdvanged parties
Pen ya ew

The Third xlflghan War, 19:9

Ii-mi um‘ side of the nullah. Untrained troops rush to cover on the
null lltflll which fire comes. This is what is waited for. Heavy
at - ll| 4"‘. lirc from the other bank then finishes the party.

\,-_.uiist troops proceeding to take up position the usual plan is to
fl|llll|l'ill the leading party of the advanced guard, firing a volley and
iluutqiiig immediately. Knives are used to cut free rifles and equip-
lm Ill, and the tribesmen make off in the inevitable confusion before a
|||lII\lt'l'-1l([3.Cl( can be organised . . .

I lll nut let a man approach you in enemy's country scratching his
nlI~||l.ll‘ll, he is looking for his knife. Hit him on the elbow with a stick
niul l\l'lll d1‘Op it . ..

\mul shaking hands with strange Pathans. They will seize with
llu ll It-ft hand and stab with their right on occasions . . .

\l.ih.-uds or Wazirs brought to bay always fight desperately.
'-liuulil a party be surprised completely without hope of escape, an
muuvtliate and determined counter-attack must be expected.

I ll!‘ licrcest fighting of 1919-20 took place after peace with Afghani-
nlilll was signed. There was a real war against the Mahsuds and, to a
ilmill i-xtcnt, the Wazirs. Never had the tribes been so well-armed,
IN \I I had their morale been so high. And the Army was not at its best,
illl \\ .u'-time soldiers having been discharged, and the ranks filled with
i-iuiqg recruits, many battalions with little mountain warfare and no
I I<>tilll.'l' experience. An unusual feature of a very savage war was that
Ii ~ IIH lune to time it was halted, temporarily, by the arrival in the British
ntlnp of parties of enemy with flags of truce, wearing their
mu medals, come to shake hands and chat with the officer who had
i-miiiuiiided them in East Africa.

1 ll the South Waziristan Militia, one company, carefully selected,
u|u I ;|lL‘d as an integral part of a regular battalion. They performed well
"ml went some way to restoring the Militia’s good name. Otherwise the
it immiits of the corps remained at Tank, re-training and re-forming.

I hr North Waziristan Militia, who remained in Dardoni, Miranshah
.ui-I ltlak posts, were involved in minor piqueting and patrol actions.
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gr“The Frontier Scouts

enced officer» they Went Out on a patrol known in the Sco
‘gasht’. But these gashts were quite short generall u
foothills to protect a convoy’s flank. When Ainbrose by d h
Waziristan Scouts in 1923 the Iandola-Razmak roatf liiid nine
heyehd Sa1'a1'°8h3, and W01'l< on the Iandola-Wana road had not
None of the Scouts forts had been built so they lived uncomf
opplressive heat or snow in tents surrounded by dry-stone
wa s. The longest outing from Jandola was to escort the weekly
of camels through the dangerous Shahur Tangi to provision the
posts at Chagmalai at the bottom of the Tangi Spliroi at the
Sarwekai, where Bowring had been murdered’ It was three
$12161 three days back. Such was the sinister reputation of the S

ngi that Ambrose was not entrusted with this outing until
been some months with Scouts and could speak fairly good

Occasionally the patrol would come across a Mahsud gang on i
to or from a raid shots would be exchan ed ' Ai a m r
but, says Ambrose, g i an or W0 might

hand there were no serious losses of arms or of men from the
patrols, which, considering the state of trainin and
absence of high morale, was probably the best one coulg ex ec

[One night] there was a shout from the Medical Officer who
up to find a man in his tent. The rifle-thief and two of his com
got Out through 3 gel) ih the Wiffi, and a volley of shots from
covered their escape. Every piquet blazed away into the ni ht
apparently no one was hurt. All the raiders got was {hi
revolver._ But next morning Russell’s wrath fell heavily on the

T piquetsfi in the vicinity of the cut wire: chiga* party drill
g;lg(;I;.Sl ed and security tightened up. There were no more

I do not recall any brilliant captures in those early days On t1~e

ll

Early in I924 Russell was appointed Ins ectin O
gqgpz (IOFC) with a general. supervisionpover %butffiif§f <(:ii><-iia

and of) the South Waziristan Scouts Tochi Scouts K
Militia, Chitral Scouts and later the Zhob Militia. He was suc’

he had lan uished - a 6. “? ?“’1"d1<=t1v@ C0 by marrylngwog in a training depot for four long years and

it A _part of about l t t - - .Y p a oon s rength ready in every camp for immediate pursuit.

The New Model Scouts

y In go to the Zhob Militia. The young officers of the SWS, who
mfllll('(l themselves as the tough boys of the Frontier, viewed his

'NHl|lIl1€I1t with misgiving: they needed no paterfamilias from the
mini» In teach them their job.

Hi iw wrong they were. Williams —- ‘Stanley Pip’ as they named him -
Qmm-il out to be tall, sinewy, very tough, with a jaw like a battleship’s

NW, slightly stooping and rather deaf. His outlook differed from
wn»m~|l's. Not having been with the Militia in 1919, he had suffered no
iltaillmion, and he blamed the Governments policy rather than the
men llu-inselves for those unhappy events. He genuinely loved Pathans
gs if l.\i‘L‘., placed them far above any other martial race of India, had no
with In serve with any other, and had helped build up the morale and
Hlh wncy of the Zhob Militia. His wife was the niece of the famous
l-‘min l('I' officer, G. O. Roos-Keppel, from whom he learned a thing or
hi-ii

I I l"- Pushtu was excellent, but it was the classical Pushtu of Peshawar,
HHll|I;ll'3.bl€ to ‘the King’s English’. One day, inspecting a squad of
Hi nuts, he stopped to ask one a question. The youth, his ear attuned
malt to the broad dialect of his tribe, taken aback by the formidable
l'm.iiigl"ii addressing him incomprehensibly, turned helplessly to a
HHp_lll)()l.1l' and asked, ‘For God’s sake, what does he say?’ Stanley Pip
wqiloiled —- but was instantly penitent, and soon had all the recruits
limiiilig.

I lc retained the 2:1 proportion of cis- to trans~Frontier tribes and he
HliHlH.‘d the tribal platoons. But in order to make the company an
“.00 i.nional as well as an administrative unit, he grouped into one

toons of different tribes ofwhich never more than twoum\|i:my fiV€ pla .
Ht H‘ trans-Frontier. Thus a company might have one Afridi and one
Moliinand platoon from across the border, and Khattak, Bangash and
‘H’-Ill’/.8.l platoons from British India. Its commander and second-in-
minlnand would be from none of those tribes; they might perhaps be
lll.\lt'/ill, Bhitanni or Mullagori. The result was an increase in effici-
rm y, a rise in morale, and a strong, non-tribal, company esprit de
in!/H, a competitive spirit in sports and emulation in action. The
MnllIl[€d Infantry was composed of two troops of mixed tribes.
Ne wrtheless, although a complete company could thereafter be used in
H‘ H’| 2lllOI1S, the basic operational unit was the platoon. Scouts spoke and
ihoiiglit in terms of gashts or garrisons of nine platoons, not of two
HHll|)21fll€S. A Subadar commanding A Company would often find
lHllIt%L‘lf commanding a gasht which included platoons from B and C
t mnpanies. -

The Frontier Scouts

enced officeri the)’ Went out on a patrol known in the
;gas:t_'_ But these gashts were quite short, generally
‘got _ llls to PWTCCY _3 COIlv0y s flank. When Ambrose joined the

aziristan Scouts in i923 the jandola-Razmak road had not
beyond Sararogha, and work on the Jandola-Wana road had not
None of the Scouts forts had been built so they lived
oppressive heat or snow in tents surrounded by dry-stone
walls. The longest outing from Jandola was to escort the \
of camels through the dangerous Shahur Tangi to provision the
gusts at Chagmalai at the bottom of the Tangi, Splitoi at the

arwekfll, where Bowrmg had been murdered. It was three
and three days back. Such was the sinister reputation of the
gliltfzlggsil /\mbl1;ose_whas not entrusted with this outing until

. I mont s wit Scouts and could speak fairly good
Occasionally the patrol would come across a Mahsud gang on

to o f ‘cl, h _ .
l)UlI,rS;$;n.:I:\2l;t'O§€.0tS would be exchangcd' a man or two might

I do not recall any brilliant ca t ' th
hand there were no serious logssdfflgrmsbi i)afrfI{€ci1a¥:(iI§1)e
Patmlsi Which, considering the state of trainin and
absence of high morale, was probably the best one coulg

[One night] there was a shout from the Medical Office,-
up to find a man in his tent. The rifle-thief and two of his r.
got out fhmugh 3 gap in the WIFE, and a volley of shots from
C0veretIl their escape. Every piquet blazed away into the
apparently no one was hurt. All the raiders got wag the
revolver. But next morning Russell's wrath fell heavily on the
piquets in the vicinity of the cut wire: chiga‘ part ' drill
intensified and security tightened up, There WC,-E noimore
cases.

Early in 1924 Russell was appointed Inspecting Officer of
g)'5:_E;'(I(?FfCl fivlth a general‘ supervision over (but not
M_ y fm Q ) I <3 Sfluth Waziristan Scouts, Tochi Scouts,

llltlai Chitral SCouts and later the Zhob Militia. He was
command of the SWS by Major S. P. Williams. Williams had
the war; because he had defied a vindictive CO by marrying too
he had languished tn a training depot for four long years and

it A party of about platoon strength readv in every camp for immediate pursuit
' 0

The New Model Scouts

to jgo to the Zhob Militia. The young officers of the SWS, who
tlvtl themselves as the tough boys of the Frontier, viewed his

merit with misgiving: they needed no paterfamilias from the
In teach them their job.

|lu\\‘ wrong they were. Williams - ‘Stanley Pip‘ as they named him —
Itmu ll out to be tall, sinewy, very tough, with a jaw like a battleship’s

-slightly stooping and rather deaf. His outlook differed from
ll’ Not having been with the Militia in 1919, he had suffered no

and he blamed the Government’s policy rather than the
lit It tltt-msclves for those unhappy events. He genuinely loved Pathans
|n I I -I-l'l', placed them far above any other martial race of India, had no
Quilt In serve with any other, and had helped build up the morale and
"ll it-my of the Zhob Militia. His wife was the niece of the famous

lhuiuu-r officer, G. O. Roos-Keppel, from whom he learned a thing or
. ll\\

I law Pushtu was excellent, but it was the classical Pushtu of Peshawar,
|Hll||\.H'11l7lB to ‘the King's English’. One day, inspecting a squad of
In I nus, he stopped to ask one a question. The youth, his ear attuned
tml\ In the broad dialect of his tribe, taken aback by the formidable
l.tt.uugl1i addressing him incomprehensibly, turned helplessly to a
In it-_hlmur and asked, ‘For God’s sake, what does he say?’ Stanley Pip
|»~|-lulled — but was instantly" penitent, and soon had all the recruits
|l|tt||lHQ,‘.

I l-- retained the 2:1 proportion of cis- to trans-Frontier tribes and he
u|.mu»il the tribal platoons. But in order to make the company an
ii|-i |.uional as well as an administrative unit, he grouped into one
i--mj-iiiiy five platoons of different tribes of which never more than two
at I1‘ trans-Frontier. Thus a company might have one Afridi and one
Mnillrltilfld platoon from across the border, and Khattak, Bangash and
iii-.nlzai platoons from British India. Its commander and sec0nd-in-
Hlllllllillld would be from none of those tribes; they might perhaps be
lll.ll\/ill, Bhitanni or Mullagori. The result was an increase in effici-
t-In t, :1 rise in morale, and a strong, non-tribal, company esprit de
turf-\, H. competitive spirit in sports and emulation in action. The
I\l~»tmted Infantry was composed of two troops of mixed tribes.
Ni ti-rtheless, although a complete company could thereafter be used in
H|H |;itiUnS, the basic operational unit was the platoon. Scouts spoke and
lliuutglit in terms of gashts or garrisons of nine platoons, not of two
H|tl||\i1IIl€S. A Subadar commanding A Company would often find
ll||t\'%L'if commanding a gasht which included platoons from B and C
I uiiipanics.
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atThe Frontier Scouts

The Khattaks, living mainly in the blowshera Bannu and
districts of British India, were the most heavily recruited
both in the Army and the Scouts Afridis affected, not very
disparage them as not true Pathans Bharig largai na s/11 they
say scathingly Iflzattak serat no sin (The cannabis plant
wood, and a Khattak cannot be a man ) But they were valu

edbeing more reliable than other Pathans, having taken mt some
characteristics of their neighbours the Punjabi Mussulmang
of the Indian Army The Yusufzais had in the past provided inn
Pathan recruits for some famous regiments, but by the late
become somewhat infected by politics, rather comn
perhaps a little spoilt bv the easier life consequent upon
irrigation The third cis Frontier tribe were the Ban ash W
around and west of Kohat They were a smaller tribe thin the
but similar in character and reliability Adjacent to the Tun
Included some Shiah sections They were better educated than
Pathans, and their young men proiided the backbone of 3
football team Kohat Shining

Foremost of the trans-Frontier tribes were the Afridis,
an enigma In 1897 a large British force had invaded the Tn-3
villages, destroyed crops and felled walnut and chenar and
trees, but they had then withdrawn in mid-winter in some haste
confusion, leaving the Afridis with the impression that in the en
had won — the Sarkar would never again invade the Tn-ah N
SIT loll" M3ffEY Chief Commissioner of the North-West ‘lift-0
P1'O\Il'lC€, wrote in the aftermath of igrg of

the flash of Pathan ey es and the frenzy of the drums echoing fro
rocks when over the campfires the Afridis sing their ballad of 1
~11’ People of Islam, the Holy H air" Through it all, when

friendship come again for we do like one another
always the enemy the infidel power which tries to take from
their God-granted slagheap of mountain ti-ash Bu; wnhout
Allah the praisel

Yet after 1919 Afridis in Scouts behaved s lendidl d
P y, anmore than their share of outstandlng officers They made

fighting men, using their brain as well as their brawn, though
to be distracted from the Job in hand by private feuds and
differences Between 1919 and 1941 recruitment of Afridis in
almost ceased because they had proved so unreliable so the
the pick of the tribe i

The New Model Scouts

| lii- Miillagoris are a small, cheerful and well-behaved tribe living in
iiiii ili of the Khyber. The Oral-tzais, the second most heavily

iiiiti-il tribe, live in the south of the Tirah and are steadier in
niiii iri than the Afridis. They, like the Bangash, have some Shiah

flu in tH‘t They are great travellers, many going to sea as deck-hands and
Qnlii l=\ 'l'lic Mohmands, from the great mountains north of Peshawar,

vii .i|»ii> regarded as being too unreliable for army recruitment, and
{ml I| H‘1\lll3lIlOl'1 for cruelty and treachery, but in the Scouts they made

mil YlllilllCrS- The Bhitannis live in the hot, stony, arid hills east of
niili-|.i. '|'hey are neighbours and enemies of the Mahsuds, and pride
in lH‘\l'l\'(.‘S on being ‘the stone on which the Mahsud broke his teeth’. In
|ii, i|ii- Mahsud generally got the better of their raids and counter-

..h‘||

\ll this and much more about the tribes had to be known by a Scouts
llllti i I Nor was it enough to know that Naik Gui Sher Khan was an
Mi llll , um: had to know whether he was, for instance, a Malik Din Khel
limii Ilir proudly independent Tirah where no Faranghi had set foot
mi» I iHi;7, or an Adam Khel from Kohat pass — Tribal Territory, to be
lam, hiii so accessible to troops and police that he could almost be
|U||ill ili-d as a cis-Frontier man.‘ One had to know whether an Orakzai
in-i Wiiiiiii or Shiah. It was symptomatic of Scouts’ attitudes that a
l'»ili.iii was seldom mentioned in reports or orders without his tribe,
nml -ilu-ii his section being specified. Thus one reads that Subadar
M.i|iii Mehdi Khan, Saghri Khattak, was awarded the IOM; that
'|il\llll&\1'MaStan, Orakzai, Ali Khel, was promoted Iemadar; that Naik
l\lii.il lladshah, Afridi Sipah, was killed.

.‘\'-iiliing was more important than the choice of the right men for
'lHlIHlIli()I']. Theoretically this should be decided entirely on merit, but
"II ollicer who made merit the only criterion, ignoring seniority and a
iitiitqli tribal balance, would find himself commanding a resentful, even
iiiiiiiiiiius, rabble.

I l|l|lll(' Erskine, the first Commandant of the Tochi Scouts, with his
t-iiiiig face and grey hair, was a man similar in ideas and style to S. P.
\\ i||i.iiiis and his corps developed on similar lines. There was one
ii--|.i|i1c difference: under pressure from George Cunningham, the
ii '\l\l("l]t, Waziristan, the Tochi enlisted about a hundred Wazirs to
Mitt‘ advantage of their local knowledge and contacts. Half were
|lilll“i-FI'O[ltiCf, and half men of the Jani Khel who lived near Bannu,
° Ii» - iilculating the proportion of cis- and trans-Frontier men, the Adam Khel were

.iiiiiitcd as half-and-half.
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atThe Frontzer Scouts

Just inside British India They produced some ood Path. g ano
were always an anxiety. How should they be organised? At
were formed in two platoons, one ]ani Khel the other t -F, ransBut this was risky, and besides it was not making use of their l
ledge, which was the main reason for their enlistment It w

. assplit them up, a couple of Wazirs to each non-Wazir platoon.
affronted at the obvious slight and complained ( robabl

p y notreason) that they did not get a fair deal in promotions So th
re-formed in two platoons. Then it became hard toifill the
Frontier platoon. Tori Khel, Manzar Khel and Khaddar Khel
tried in turn, and none was satisfactory’ the youn men r fe. . g p e
less exacting service of a Khassadar. Eventually after the
Khel had notably misbehaved, the trans Frontier lat- p oonbanded, but the Jani Khel platoon remained and did good
Another difference between the Tochi and the SWS wa th

S atformer the Subadar commanding a company and his
command were generally of tribes represented in that com an

P Y-Among the officers of the Tochi Scouts in the early days wasC . . . .
osby, short, stocky, square-jawed with a shining morning face

generally a Burma cheroot sticking out of it. He had sailed roun
Horn before the mast in a square-rigged ship; he had planted
Ceylon; he was the only officer in the 5th Royal Gurkha Rifles who
present at the landing on V-Beach in Gallipoli and at its ev
having collected in the meanwhile three wounds and an MC.
became a stickler for turn-out, but there is an agreeable picture of
the early days of operations with the Razmak Brigade, clad in
catcher’ (a loud tweed coat and cap) bounding down an ad'oinin

i J 8'pice to the feet of the Brigade Commander, politely raising his h
and saying, ‘Your right flank is secure, Sir’.

He had in his Win a ver l' bl Sg y re ia e ubadar who was a Tori
Wazir; he taught Cosby a lot about the tribes and the first
taught was that when the garrison of a post changed, the locals wo

fionce nd out who were the new officers there, British and Pathan
this they based their behaviour. A good post-commander had very
trouble; a not so good one, the reverse.

With British officers coming and going, continuity and esprit de
depended mainly on the Centurions of the Corps, the Pathan
All were men of immense experience and awesome authority, parti
"‘ It is difficult to know what to c ll th . T ‘ 'a em hey used to be called Indian Officers’,

after partition that is inappropriate. They cannot be called Viceroy’s I

The New Model Scouts
. . 1. - the had almost a patfifflfiin their own lll“1lI)21lPl3eOOI(;llSt\;V1l€l1l\lV(:'lIi)1nI31isSig‘nS after not less than

lllllllillp. They had game k eThe knew insid€_Out th€ internal
lu vi-org» $eI‘VlC€ in thekran s.XaCtl Yhow to control agasht, place a

my of the corP§r_;flt1he}l't nenggriawaii They knew in dealing with
HI ('()IldUCt a i cu W1 ' . b gnial and' hen to be flexible, when to 6 gnllwll when t0 be tough» W . in so The

e 'lliterate and intended to rema -u in bluff. Many were i _ _ h arl an
d d eterans, as t ey I16 YSHE!" anomaly wpsuthet ktfiheiej521210$1 S‘/ubaltems younger and less

i 'ilmUl(lC eer L1 Y 3 , d ete¢h-' b tt educated an mor _pm ll'Il(~CCl than themsle:1lvg5,_tall}>]e(i)tfff_::1;irgazed be very unwise, both In
hluillv instructed. Butt 6 fl isand in the field’ if he did not ask the
afllllll-|llS Of Ilhan-Eiafliégjllitlfitact of Pathan officers. Socially Wefe

l\iii",gcn€1'21 yo ere ’ -. . h fficers Whoinvariably gave
_N=\lHl with the utmost respfifl by Buns O ’ saluted them_
li Hi ihe honorific of ‘Sahib , and by ether fangs who - ration“ - ' 1' a certain sepa, lt al differences imp 16 _

lhm i i Luhgiitiigh OfllTCff1h=,21‘I11I(il Pathan officers, but there was no feelmg ofWI \\ l'('ll 1'1 1S _ . . h ther atg nor-
y ' ' hand or inferiority on t e o -gm ml -.uperiority on one 1 lad to accept one
I ' Messes but were a ways 8 . -l""lh‘ '“ the“ Separate i‘ ' ' ll democratic and this- ' Pathan society is essentia y _ _ i

i“"'l“" 5 h°Sp‘tahty' ' B itish officers and' lose relations between ram. |i.Hected in the very c _ k Olmnd Henry
herin small posts forwee s -li"' """h Whm they were toget b h'ldless Subadar on. . i ' - ' h was even consulted y H 6.1 _

. lull ll(‘dd Cubltli Srnlt . - ‘The Wondefful thlflg abOUll

tlii ml imate sulbleeti :iJn:frf12;lrte\e:Sn€(q1Lc1ieE.y his mentor in the SWS’ (is
lhulllrili 3 new y"lO ‘ d ’’ ake such frzefl 8-
thm when they gethto l{I€;)f\gC)é(;U\,N;§l-ltlflt Subadar Major who had no

i ‘W Sjntioi P3; fhne Commandant’s confidential adviser on every-iuilllllklfl U W . ' ’S Cfgwn,. . bad e was the male‘
tlillnt Pertahhhg to ‘hi: Corps-n1I:f1S(Tl€(Il3.1’%ClW€l'€S€C0Hd-ln'C9mmand
""""“ars (.badgFel’1tW0 pips) clgpitiised to be and quite often were, above
Hi iompanies. ey were su_ _ ’ dare (One pip) commanded
illlll unswayed by tI‘1lt33_lbPT€y[L1ll(le1;2££F1.p_{§i'T(:£3;nwas a Havildar (sfirgeant),

ftheir own ri es. _ . d'ililli)()I'lSO _ d Sect10ns_ The Mountfi
~ Naiks comman 1118llllll Naiks and Lance _ 1 fs, badar was

- : the e uiva ent o L1
inmmy used the 'iii1Valri)riiiidiiitiii1 Naik (rind Lance Naik, Lance. a . . -
H mkiilri Ofd gaiilngalriance Daffailar A private soldier in the infantrylnilla ar an (V1 '

_ . ' ' ' hem from Indians
1 Hilicfirsi 3 term which Cania into use m the{lTCIiI:l2I,(;f(f1I(fi?SiSi10gYl;lsVi\i(:fC from the Chief
|,,,|dgng the King’s commission, bec;us<i>\IWFP so let them be termed ‘Pathan
(kiinmissioner, later Governor of t e -
( Hficers’.
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The Frontier Scouts

just inside British India. They produced some good Pathan
were al 'ways an anxiety. How should they be organised? At
were formed in two platoons, one Jani Khel the oth n, er tra s-But this was risky, and besides it was not making use of theirI . . .edge, which was the main reason for their enlistment It

. wassplit them up, a couple of Wazirs to each non-Wazir platoon
aff d ‘ ' 'ronte at the obvious slight and complained ( robabl o

p y n treason) that they did not get a fair deal in promotions. So
re-fo d ' 'rme in two platoons. Then it became hard to fill the
Frontier platoon. Tori Khel, Manzar Khel and Khaddar Khel
tried in t 'urn, and none was satisfactory‘ the young men
less exacting service of a Khassadar. Eventuall f

y, a ter theKhel had notably misbehaved, the trans-Frontier platoonb . .
anded, but the Jani Khel platoon remained a d d'd

ri i goodAnother difference between the Tochi and the SWS was thatf .
oriner the Subadar commanding a company and his

command were generally of tribes represented in that company.
Among the officers of the Tochi Scouts in the early days was

Cosby, short, stocky, square-jawed with a shi ' '

d

Hlflg Tl'lOl'1'lII'.|ggenerally a Burma cheroot sticking out of it He had sailed
Horn before the mast in a square-rigged ship; he had plante
Ceylon; he was the only officer in the 5th Royal Gurkha Rifles
present at the landing on V-Beach in Gallipoli and at it

s 1having collected in the meanwhile three wounds and an MCb . .
ecame a stickler for turn-out, but there is an agreeable picture of

the early days of operations with the Razmak Brigade, clad in
catcher’ (a loud tweed coat and cap), bounding down an
pice to the feet of the Brigade Commander, politely raising his
and saying, ‘Your right flank is secure, Sir’.

He had iri his Wing a verv reliable Subadar wh o '_ 0 was a T ri
Wazir; he taught Cosby a lot about the tribes, and the first
taught was that when the garrison ofa post changed the lo I

, ca sonce find out who were the new officers there, British and Pathan
this th b ' 'ey ased their behaviour. A good post-commander had very
trouble; a not so good one, the reverse

With British officers coming and going, continuity and esprit dc
depended mainly on the Centurions of the Corps, the Pathan
All were men of immense experience and awesome authority,
" It is difficult to know what to call them. Thev used to be called ‘Indian Officers’

ft ' ' , Ia cr partition that is inappropriate. They cannot be called \"iceroy's Commissio
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, - ' h d lmost a paternal
iii lllt'll' own tribal platoons with whom they 3 3 less than

' The had gained their commissions after not 1"l‘- Y _ ' ' - the interna_ ~ ' ‘. They knew inside outi \l';llS service in the ranks 1 ht lacea
of the corps; they knew exactly l1.%\]:;L\fr) ilzqféivzflifi filjaligg with

I, i-oiiduct a difficult withdrawgiehexibie when to be genialand
ll when to be tough. when to d intended to remain so‘ Tbs

lll liliiff. Many were lllltfifflllf 3:“ veterans as they nearly an
.iiiiimaly was that theS:15P finorln Subakenis younger and less

, ».liiiiild cheerfully take o1'"J61i: {gr better educated and more tech-
l|.|l(~1_'d than themselve$,_a hfilfficer would be very unwise, both in

iilli instructed. But the Britis 0d . the field if he did not ask the
iiis of man-mariagemfint an filpathan offiéersi Socially they were

lll ,),[t-Hfiféllly offered wit taigtig fish office“ whoinvariably gave
ll with the utmost respept yd gt that mnkis who saluted them-
|llt- hoiiorificdof Stahil; apflgeregcgs implied a ccnain separation

. ra -
I I Iillllgtififzh czillfictfrls filflid Pathan officers, but there was no feeling Of\\l'('ll T1 . - -. . ' th other. They ate nor

iii ml -Jipegiority on gigs l'\1;l;1s(:;)s1’lS{1t?.‘l’1\(;!élllg' :I\wa;S glad to accept one
“Hll\ Ill t cit‘ separ - ,‘ _ essential‘ d t.c and this_ _ . _ y emocra i ,
lt"'l|"'l 5 h0$P'lal‘lY- Pathan Society -is h t een British officers and

.. tilt-cted in the very close relations e w d H

t ' ' US Y‘I liillwflll Cublwsnmh “Ills even Ginsu - d f lthin about, - . | h ues. The won er u 8 ‘_
llii iiii imate sulbyeigthpidmifggirtevcasnsgilm by his mentor m th€ SW5, Is
|ll|>l|l’~ anew Y" ' ‘‘ . k fa rrends.
lliiit \\‘l\C‘fl they lgetfio kigpfygcyéguéuylglltlitasfiizaai Major who had no

I ‘W 55:0; “Z; flil: Commandant's confidential adviser on every-iiiiiiiiiiin _u‘ ' ~ d the major's crown.
Ilillljf pertainéflg to thfi C)i)(t;g;mI::deb:aE§ iiiieiii second-in-command
'|||l1.lllk1rS(ba gfii two plps ‘ f above. . d to be, and quite o ten were,
"l ' "'“P3me5' They were bullpo-Se C l commanded' . Jemadars (one pipiiiiil iiii5=M'8V@d by tubal Preludlces H -Id (Ser cant)

. ' ' r ‘bes. In each platoon wasa avi at 3 i|\lil| i ions of their own tri . mandin Seem),-,s_ The Mounted
-iwl milks and Lance Naiks com . h g ' lent of Subadar was
|"l-l"l"Y used the .L€1va1rll)raftf2lt‘d?fsiulirf1.l$ai3kciih1iivaLance Naiki Lance

Hi‘-ilmlfll Ofd Illizi/ilfigalriancg Daffadar. A Private soldier in the infantryI |,|l at ar an
. - ‘ ' ' them from IndiansI itiici-rs, a term which canic into use in the €irmyct;:i:?;11fn\:5:ere from the Chic‘

liiildiiig the Kingifi commission‘ becausilllk-‘.211; $0 let them be termed 'P3ll\3"
t iiinmissioner, later Governor of the -
I ilticers'
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recruit Scoutsh d_ d , v a_ a great deal of wastage from desertion. No
min ed a man taking himself off without his rifle' he was
a young fellow who did not know his own mind Sueh
departures numbered 136 from the two Waziristan corps (Q t
strength of about 5 ooo) in I 22 u. . — b 'motivation and coriditions Ol9SC1’\?i’CCLiiT1a}:1"i)he§1lu:]l~:ty of b
steadily to twent - ' . ve ' € num 61'_ y seven in 1 28 . ' -
56110118, a black disgrme on tie ggsefigifrtipn with a rifle was
deserter was later killed none of his f0:IIli)€at0On an; Com

. ! 1' C0 tanytlging but a good riddance. In the early Indgbseztizliuld
num ered four or five a ear b t, bbeen none for three years)’ L1 y the end of the decade

A more serious cause of w '- astage was sicknes . W ' ' 'in places, the Scouts were living in tents for yizars zifrliltiltanils
were completed there were no f h f ' i newConditions Wereinot an they Sho beI‘L1l\l/;aE;$(l vegetables, and
- . - _ . 1'1 ,]3U.l'1Cl1CC all took their toll. In 1924-5 the TochilSSCurvy’ d
men by fatal illnesses, the SWS not less than Coma li)fSth
had to be admitted t ' Seventy; a t airnext year mosquitoanipsmietliziiizif$516 3:-rgrlto (li10$P1liI.ll. But d
and vegetable gardens There W J an. was acquired

. . - as a determined eff tsanitation, reduce fly-breedin a d ' -or to

were far lower, and d ' ' a ‘C: (jlsplta
only eight and ni unng the ye.“ I925_6 thfi T°¢h1 and the SNOth_ h ne meg respectively.

in s ows - .di . I. g u_P_ etffil‘ the improvement during the I

thicsfealdei md)ral?' lwing condmons and the standard of recruY Ye 1l¢t10no wastage by desertion d '. . knes Bcould make Waziristan a health r a'n SIC S’ ut@5011; mosquito nets co ld
On gasht and on ni h ' . U not_ g t operations; the anti- l '
mePa¢Y_1n¢, had not yet been invented. And even rgiisarifit pmph
protection against the tiny sandfly and the debil't ' q 1 0 net's
So malaria, sandfly-fever and diarrhoea were h l 3(tl1n%]f€\;1€I'd1lZ
up with, helped by doses of . . . .3.Zar st at a to. . _ quinine as iri dapglications of citronella oil. , P n an chlomd

ach corps maintained a semi- ' -
Wazifistan Scouts as the ‘Corps l(n(l)?WI1dl,n

went profits from the sale of milk ve ar en un ’ mm_ getables and fruit a d fi t
on the men for m d‘ ‘ ' , ’ n “esinor isciplinary offences; out of the Fund
was made for seeds milch 'cow, s, garden implements and such,
Somehow the Fund escaped the attention of the Military

 _

The New Model Scouts

tllllll one paid an unexpected visit to Jandola and Nat Cosby
pi i HHN‘ clean. At first the visitor was horrified and asked, What. , . , . f d

tt 5 have ou for this? Cosby replied, Thirty years o usage anl Y
i ' l'iiiof that everything purchased had, indeed, been for the

' dt ilii cor s mollified the Accounts Officer, and he gave gooQ‘ \ \ p .

iitl the record on how to run this equivocal fund in future. It was
iiiiiiiist value to commandants to have money for immediate
Wllllflllt prolonged arguments with accounts babus, brown and

Wiiii; trained its own recruits before they passed into the ranks.
S k ' — Ca tain E.D. Moor-Hp.‘ there were three officers at arwe ai p

t A i itain Denis Ambrose, and Lieutenant G. H. Tapp. The last~i
iii i htirge of recruit training with the ]emadar Adjutant. There
it dt|llil(.l of forty recruits just due to complete ‘the Drill’ and pass
tlir Itll\l{S. To Tapp it seemed that a final polish could be given by

tl in u the Barwand Raghza where they were sure to experi-iii, It‘ t p
i little long-range sniping and have the opportunity to shoot

t

llii ltiirwand Raghza is an open plain, about four miles wide,
I close to Sarwekai and stretching north-eastward for sometiiiitig

Ht iiiiles. It is an old talus fan of gravel shot out from the hills to the
tli, 't(‘2lITlCd with gullies and dry nullahs and traces of old terraced

' ' ' t cou le of‘N lfiiich time a gasht went beyond a certain poin , a p
l l\/I h d villa ers would swarm out and open fire on them. All t‘t a su g

iit i tlllllds would be fired on both sides and occasionally a man or two
tltt' villagers never came very close, and their shooting was a mere’ ' N t da thetl0"tl, a ‘trespassers will be prosecuted warning. ex y

it It ill Agent would fine them a few country-made rifles, and a month' h ' nce
H the same thing would occur again. Iust the rig t experie ,
iii;-_lit Tapp, for the recruits. In this he was abetted by Moorhead

iliii I tlllld not abide a no-go area under his very nose, and enjoyed the
hi it i-iiient of a scrap, the pitting of wits and skill and courage against a
Qiiitliv enemy.

the forty recruits, under the Iemadar Adjutant with the drill
H ililar and a couple of Naik instructors, made an excellent ‘advanceiii
tii iiiiitact’ over the open plain, well spread out, two sections in turn

' ' ' ' ' fi . I theH iii r forward the other two in position to give covering re nii" is 9
gin .iiiee some grey-clad figures were seen running from a village on the. . . th
kit, and soon the drums started thudding first in one, then in o er
vtlliiiges. Tapp began to feel the exercise was getting out of his control

tm F
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The Frontier Scouts

recruit, Scouts had a great deal of wastage from desertion.
minded a man taking himself off without his rifle; he was
a young fellow who did not know his own mind Such
departures numbered I 36 from the two Waziristan corps
strength of about 5,000) in 1922-3, but as the quality of
motivation and conditions of service improved the b_ , num er
steadily to twenty-seven in 1928-9. Desertion with a rifle
serious, a black disgrace on the deserter's platoon and
deserter was later killed, none of his former comrades
anything but a good riddance In the earl I 20 h- y 9 s sue
numbered four or five a year, but by the end of the decade
been none for three years.

A more serious cause of wastage was sickness. Waziristan
in places, the Scouts were living in tents for years until new
were completed, there were no fresh fruit and vegetables, and
conditions were not all they should be Malaria scurv. , y
jaundice all took their toll. ln 1924.-5 the Tochi Scouts lost
men by fatal illnesses, the SWS not less than sevent halfY;
had to be admitted at some time of the year to hospital. But
next year mosquito nets were issued, and land was acquired
and vegetable gardens. There was a determined effort to
sanitation, reduce fly-breeding and eradicate the ano helesP
the vicinity of posts. The results were dramatic" hospital

fwere ar lower, and during the year 1925-6 the Tochi and the
only eight and nine men respectively.

Nothing shows up better the improvement during the
discipline, morale, living conditions and the standard of
h dt e stea y reduction of wastage by desertion and sickness. But

could make Waziristan a health resort; mosquito nets could not
hon gas t and on night operations; the anti-malaria

mepacrine, had not yet been invented. And even mosquito netst . .pro ection against the tiny sandflv and the debilitatin fever it. g
So malaria, sandfiy-fever and diarrhoea were hazards that had to

' hup wit , helped by doses of quinine, aspirin and
applications of citronclla oil.

Each corps maintained a semi-private fund known in the
Q

Waziristan Scouts as the ‘Corps Fund’ or ‘Garden Fund’, into
went rofit f ' ‘p s rom the sale of milk, vegetables and fruit and fines
on the men for minor disciplinary offences; out of the Fund
w d f ' 'as ma e or seeds, milch cows, garden implements and
Somehow the Fund escaped the attention of t

The New Model Scouts

lllllll one paid an unexpected visit to ]and0la and Nait
mu“. ,.|e3n_ At first the visitor was horrified and asiltfisé e mild

, |,_“.,. you for this?’ _Cosby replied, Thirtydyeairs Seen if the
. Pm“, that gvgrythlflg purchased hag, in eed,he ave good

Hl 'l"' "MP5 molhfied the Accllunts-O Cleft‘ adlin futgre ltwas
ull ilic record on how to run this equwoca U“ for imrhediate

""'“'5l Value to Commandams 'w haw: monlfybus brown and,,,,|,,,,,1 prolonged arguments with accounts a 0

. . ch ks-
“ mtg trained its own recruits before they Passedfnlo e Ffm _

W,‘ ;|,,-rt; were three officers at Sarwekai — élapltaipali. Dlhliqzgt
I illlllllfl Denis Ambrose‘, and _l€}:eplp;n]aéiItlad;" djutisi-WThere

HO iliiirge of recruit trairimg W‘ _ ‘ D ‘H. d ass

ll" "'“kS' To Tapp it Seemed that 3 fina hm is re sure to exPeri-
'l""" “P ‘he Barwanfl -Raghz: vlihemttl1i:yoweortunitY to shoot

ll Iiiilc long-range $mP"‘S an ave pp
- ' b t f r miles wide,

l" ll"“"a“d Raghza ls. an open plain’ a ol-l Oflward for some
nit close to Sarwekai and stretching nort geas h h.“ to the~ . t t e i s

iiiilcs. It is an old talus fan of gravel shot ou 1'0!“

I U h ' gasht went beyond a certain Point» a couple of',‘lC time Z' - n fire on them. A

M mm-ids would be fired on bot cliisecsaliid their shooting was a mere
""‘ "‘““‘g°“’ “em can-M my ' t ii‘ warning Next dav theAl. i, qrespassers Wllll‘ be tEro‘s<;:)\:";ry_made rifles! and a Ifiomh

" "I Agentwollld finet ema C i lust the right CXP3fl€I'lC€v
I llw same thing would occur again. h d

l f the recruits In this he was abetted by M001’ eall‘ ' \3PP» 0' ' ' and en'o ed the
. mild not abide a no-go area ufnder hisdvgglqirfg,c0uragcJa;’ainst a

ll-1 inciit of a scrap» the Plmng 0 wits an
.Nllll\‘ enemy. A Ad. “mt with the drill

l |"' l°"Y ‘Scrum’ undel Fhe Jemadar lu llent ‘advance
. d le of Naik instructors, made an exec _"iii \lil.\l' an 3 COUP I . S read out two secflgng in tuft’!

|.,, . |ilil1lC[’ over the OPen P fll!'liir‘;V€oSi£0n to giv; covering f-1,-e_ in the
mm mg forward. Ihelgghggfilz wage seen running from a village on the
|l|I|l.\|ic'L‘ $01119 gTey'C . fi t -n one then in other
M,‘ ind soon the drums started thudding rs 1 -. ‘ - - 1

he Mj[j;3ry Ace". “||_",,.__,_ Tapp began to feel the exercise was getting out of his contro
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The Mzlztza Corps after 19

Th K ' ' ' .tweeW;1%1;?;::1a:IL£;:.;§1SV\l;€:3Sc:l[:l2;Ié€:%1milDY10f tlge Problems which
e

the local lashkar regarded almost as (2i‘i'zi:sgrl\reef‘iii'atIhi:hl'I/liilitiiiiatllilsty. s
not to police the tribe, which hardly needed policing except hW 61'!
was a Su '-S ' ' - . .Af h SE‘ hlah Confllfiti but to stop raids and incursionsg aréltri es to the west and north, the Orakzais and Zaimukht
east an th W ' , _ . .of defen e azirs to the south west, also to be, as in 1919, the

ce against a serious invasion.
The strength of the Kurram Militia in the 19203 we fl

offic d - - S veers an 1,341 Pathans, organised into twenty-two p
I fn antry and two troops of Mounted Infantry. They had their
rt'll - -a 1 ery’ two 1° Pound“ Pa°k‘8un$, Carried by mules or camels,

While most of the corps were Turis of the Shiah sect there
could be dismantled and assembled in a couple of min t

- _ _ u es.
counterweight a small Sunni element of two platoons of Kh tt k3 3 S
One each of Mangals and Chamkannis handsome cheerful p 1’ a €Op C
the Sn°WY hills along the Afghan border.

_In 1927 the Khattaks were replaced by two platoons of
trium h of h 'P °P¢ WEI‘ experience. True to type, several deserted
rifleS- However» Harry Garland when he commanded th’ evalued the Mahsuds. Wh .
Inspecting Officer of FI'(:I?ti1ei',aéi1)li'l}§Z;)§l$'lilSr;(§dl1Ii)II i1(ii;I:M3.'€()tr!

- ive i . 0-$BI110r Subadar because he was a Mahsud ‘But’ wrote G 1 d- 7 ar an ,promote him, and he turned out absolutely first-class. Had I passedl
over, the Mahsuds in Parachinar would have created merr h lly e I

The Militia Corps after 1920

Qttiiiit ion would have been incredibly unpleasant The Mahsuds in
tiiir ilid extremely well, and I liked them very much

lxurram was a true Militia, in the sense that it was composed
ly Hi local men defending their own country against the enemies
iiiii I ounded it During the Igzos they were deployed in ten small

with garrisons varying from half a platoon to a platoon and a
liii less than any in the Tochi or SWS These posts were too

l tii send out long, strong gashts, their role was local policing and
MIN ring of intelligence - not difficult since the locals were their
lfl ind relations, and to act as staging posts for proper gashts sent

limit the Militia s main fort at Parachinar where there were twelve
"HIM, the Mounted Infantry and the guns
Ill! I uris are fine, big fellows — bigger than most Pathans -— and

li lirave soldiers, but the fact that they were an island of Shiahs
H iy devout, indeed fanatical Shiahs) surrounded by Sunnis, and

they would serve only near home, had an effect on their character.
y were rather introverted, much given to intrigue over, say,

iiiiiiiiions which were, of course, nearly all in one tribe. They were
ltrii-rs, which is not a Pathan characteristic. ‘The Sahib speaks
|l|ltl(‘l'l-Ill Pushtu,’ a Turi would say, knowing perfectly well that the
liili ilid nothin of the sort They even used to kiss the hand of theg .
iiii Subadar who was a direct descendant of the Prophet, a military

flliitiiiion which British officers deprecated.
'l'rii-nce Phillips was invited to the Turi Mohurram celebrations,

Ilwii they mourn the deaths at the Battle of Karbela (680), of the
fiiiiitvrs Hassan and Hussein, grandsons of the Prophet, who had
Qiiiiiiiied the Umaiyids’ claim to the Khalifat. It is from that date that

e Hiinni-Shiah feud began. Phillips was at the time in the Tochi
-iiiits which had two platoons of Turis. But similar Mohurram

iiiliilimtions took place in the Kurram Militia. He describes the scene:

The lower barrack was all hung with printed cotton cloths and
iiiipeted with rugs. Up at the end was the Mullah, with a solid mass
iit 'l‘uris nearest him. I could see nothing but bobbed heads sticking
iiiit of blankets. I thought I had better take a seat at the back, but was
tiikcn up to the front. The Mullah, a nice old man, was talking
iqiparently in Arabic, but later changed to Pushtu, and we had the
fllllfy of Hazrat Isa (Iesus Christ) from the conception by the Holy
tihost right through to the Crucifixion. Then he said something
iiliiiut Hassan and Hussein and the whole crowd hid their heads in
their blankets and started sobbing, their shoulders shaking with grief
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The Mzlztza Corps after 19

The Kurram Militia was d .
two Waziristan corps bec;i)1ii,i:eth?li)Ii:lalo1:f1'il:1ii ifvlailbtiltims which
the local lashkar regarded almost as a reserve for the ll:/liilifirla
not to police the tribe, which hardly needed policin ex t
wasaSunni-Shiah fl‘ b - Ce?_ 9°" 19¢» U! I0 stop raids and mcu
Afghan tribes to the west and north, the Orakzais and mans
east and th W ' . .e azirs to the south-west , also to be, as in 1919
of defence against a serious invasion l

The strength of the Kurram Militia in the rgzos was five
officers and 1,341 Pathans, organised int
Infantry and two troops of Mounted Infantry. They

'll - a::;,;a 3‘2;‘l.I.°..5‘Z3’;.‘i.2'by<»
o twenty-two

Wh. m e _l1'l 8 C0uple_of minutes.lle most of the corps were Turis of the Shiah sect th- . , ereggunterweight a small Sunni element of two platoons of
e each of Mangals and Chamkannis handsome cheerful

thgrsnlowy hfillslgiongaltghe Afghan border. 1

. 927 e an 5 Were replaced by two platoons of
ofh°P° Over experience. True to type, several

- °W¢V¢l', Harry Garland, when he commanded the
valued the Mahsuds. When a vacancy occurred for Sub- d
Inspecting Officer of Frontier Corps advised him not fog: .t

- ve Isenior Subadar because he was a Mahs d ‘B ’
promote him, and he turned out absolutlily fil-;it.é|;l;?t[?[:i'1ai-land’
over, the Mahsuds in Parachinar would haye created merry

The Militia Corps after 1920

Ohlmlmn would have been incredibly unpleasant. The Mahsuds in
lmr llld extremely well, and I liked them very much.’

Kurram was a true Militia, in the sense that it was composed
ol local men defending their own country against the enemies

um rounded it. During the tgzos they were deployed in ten small
with garrisons varying from half a platoon to a platoon-and-a

lm loss than any in the Tochi or SWS. These posts were too
to send out long, strong gashts; their role was local policing and

lllu-ring of intelligence - not difficult since the locals were their
and relations; and to act as staging posts for proper gashts sent

fltllll the Militia’s main fort at Parachinar where there were twelve
the Mounted Infantry and the guns.

‘I hr 'l'uris are fine, big fellows — bigger than most Pathans — and
brave soldiers, but the fact that they were an island of Shiahs

\'l'l'y devout, indeed fanatical Shiahs) surrounded by Sunnis, and
Hwy would serve only near home, had an effect on their character.

were rather introverted, much given to intrigue over, say,
inns which were, of course, nearly all in one tribe. They were

which is not a Pathan characteristic. ‘The Sahib speaks
Pushtu,' a Turi would say, knowing perfectly well that the

did nothing of the sort. They even used to kiss the hand of the
I Subadar who was a direct descendant of the Prophet, a military

ion which British officers deprecated.
’l ru-nce Phillips was invited to the Turi Mohurram celebrations,

they mourn the deaths at the Battle of Karbela (630), of the
ms Hassan and Hussein, grandsons of the Prophet, who had

o|imwtl the Umaiyids' claim to the Khalifat. It is from that date that
I fiunni-Shiah feud began. Phillips was at the time in the Tochi
mulls which had two platoons of Turis. But similar Mohurram

pl:-I-nations took place in the Kurram Militia. He describes the scene:

'l'ht- lower barrack was all hung with printed cotton cloths and
| lllpcted with rugs. Up at the end was the Mullah, with a solid mass
--I Turis nearest him. I could see nothing but bobbed heads sticking
n1.Il of blankets. I thought I had better take a seat at the back, but was
mkcn up to the front. The Mullah, a nice old man, was talking
|lm)z1.l'€1'llIly in Arabic, but later changed to Pushtu, and we had the
nlnfy of I-Iazrat Isa (Iesus Christ) from the conception by the Holy
lilmst right through to the Crucifixion. Then he said something
llllllllt Hassan and Hussein and the whole crowd hid their heads in
their blankets and started sobbing, their shoulders shaking with grief













The Frontier Scouts

Political and Militia Officers, though it is difficult to see
charm Geoffrey Hawkins said that his three years as a Wing
th Zh b Me , 0 ilitia there were the happiest in his whole service

I en]oyed the change from regular soldiermg s
manding 2,400 men, instead of fifteen officers I
according to the rule-books Then there was the land so
yet encouraging you to explore it. It was hot. It was cold. It
long scrawls of hills and then settled down. You had to
when you did, you appreciated each other. It held about two
to the square mile. Villages, far apart, hid themselves in
earth, valleys in which were small, mud-walled patches
where grapes and apricots grew. It was a country of silenc
sometimes for the sound of the wind. And you went
wished, except over the Border.

X

3,

There was polo on the gravelly maidan below the rocky hil
perched Sandeman’s Fort. There were wonderful chikor
lines of Militia beaters driving the birds fast as grouse over the
swinging round the spurs and over the gurgura bushes. There
mahseer fishing in the Zhob river; the gud, the wild sheep
Frontier, could be found on many mountains; and
abundant energy and a head for heights could stalk
markhor on the precipices of the Takht-i-Suliman, and
gingerly to the narrow ledge where Solomon had landed his
carpet to allow his Indian bride a last look at her home.

The tough boys of the South Waziristan Scouts and the Toch
used to say that the Kurram Militia was the life of a country
and the Zhob Militia the life of a retired country gentleman. To
the Kurram and the Zhob might have retorted, ‘In so far as

Y

lon

statement has any validity, it is because we, in the early 19205,
wars, making the Kurram and the Zhob too hot for hostiles
still fighting yours — not, if we may say so, with conspicuous.

TheSc0uts at Home

- h h d arters of the
In“ M Jandolaé completed l\ll/"I9g2:lrI:aJ(lJ<§fl[zirtte:s etahiiftleen Infantry.\\'-aziristan couts: one in i h *

Officers from the ot erIIIH and one troop of M°“""=d I““.‘""Y' ' Offi rs’ Messon“
-ii l'l aiizcabout once a m;rglfi_£:Il;g"§0€3er in a cbumry of arid hills.
lnii-liila is onthe l_\'1ahsu -bl 21 a mediaewifl castle with loophaled’

[he omsiide it reztfigencfeet high towers at each corner from
wa S some ' the massive

ll attackers could be enfilacled ?nd5i1:ptrl::'r£o€;'1i:10g;Tacre: inside,
The walls enclosed a space o rs _, 3:5

h lls were the British and Pathan Offiflflfb M35WIN 9“ tot ed“: Lick rooms and the armoury, quartermaster’s
i||1artei'S, an 3"
‘i "lld other office?‘ ]l- atered lawn.

I lit Messes ants gVlflgr;15lBI")I:I::)g?iI:s:l 0:1 t;oa’g\;:uSwpowder-blue
ll" "' was 3 re ' owe. ' ' i ’ M s, a miniature
t:0\\l'l('d jacaranlcla \;iutsiId(:SetslieOl:i';:;3»:1tlsffifliz werees the triangular‘

‘ll hlliiglisailnivltielilel llIli]t3gPBtl1flI1 Tahsildar held court. It was uspiillyI4 "‘ a ‘ . . ' d hostages he as
’ five-rupee informers, an I

|"""""ed with litigants’ ' 'd' in landola for a' d behaviour. (After resi mg9' "l “Y for somcone S goo ther member of the
II w weeks. a hostagti was usuzllyhiglzllzfig ?I§1i’fi(;1r?;rohOrse_lines and the
||mil.\'.) Outside too‘ weaevtofkshop protected by lower walls against
"\lI|lII' transport par an 1 d d I convertedinmacivil|mp,.,S_ Ngarby was the mud fort of Ol ]an o a,
Ilimpilal.
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EaThe Frontzer Scouts

Commandant, Frank Mardall, arrived with an unexpected
known by his pen-name, ‘Ian Hay’, as the writer of Great
For someone so familiar with the military scene, ‘Ian Hay
almost childish desire to fire the Vickers gun. Garland did
a good idea; he had not time to clear the area, and did not
to the local tribesmen or their livestock. However Mardall
h'm_haVe 3 80, Harry.’ So ‘Ian Hay‘ sat down behind the gu
as his target a harmless rock and pulverised it with a whole
rounds. gasht had to be sent to ensure that no one was
bogus claims for compensation would be lodged. That night
on the roof, owing to the heat, and were awakened by shot
over them; someone was expressing disapprobation of the
Sniping from the vegetable garden. ‘What should we do?‘
H*_1Y_- Sta)’ "1 bed.’ Garlandgreplied, ‘go back to sleep.’
Sniping stopped ._ Next morning the Man of Letters returned to
delighted with his exploits in the furthest outpost of Empire
praise for the young officer’s sang-froid. But it was not
Exercise in simple trigonometry Garland had ascertaingd that

red from the vegetable garden must either smack into the
pass at least four feet overhead. One was perfectly safe in
some danger out of it.

Talk at the Pathan officers’ tikalas ranged far and wide for
many interests and were well informed on world affairs. At
given by Terence Philips at Datta Khel

We covered the decline of the English birth-rate, the price
the number of beards in England, and matrimony. I
must be very hard on the married men seeing their wives
leave, and Zeri Gul, the ]ani Khel Wazir, said ‘Ah yes
goodness, we make the most of itl You can always tell a m
when he comes back from leave because he can scarcely put
in front of another.‘

The conversation then turned to the exorbitant cost of

Aman Gul said, ‘If I wanted to marry, I should have to
thousand rupees for a bride, and it is hard for a young man,
much money, so most of us have to wait until we are near
aged.’ Everyone condemned this selling of brides, and Zeri
‘Up in Swat a girl comes with a dowry.’ When I asked why
go to Swat for a bride, Lal Mohamad replied, ‘No, it

The Scouts at Home

A girl who has brought in so much money would think herself
mo grand to work as our wives must.’

Khel had a remarkable fruit and vegetable garden, producing
iiics of ve etables, caches, a ricots and rapes literally by the8 P _ P 8 _ _

for the garrison. It had an all-ranks swimming pool.
lot-hi valley was one of the main bird migration routes, and the

was full of them in spring and autumn. Philips noted harriers;
I lmffinches,

liiiir at the extreme eastern limit of their range for though I saw
|iiu-iiil in the Datta Khel garden, they had been reported only once
lwliii i- in India. Rosy Pastors, too, a sort of pink starling, besides four
nllu-i races of starling, the Himalayan, Central Asian, Finsch's and
lliimi-‘s, all with a different distribution on their feathers of brilliant

lllI\Pi\-' green, purple, copper-purple, purple-red, violet-purple,
rlllllikfit‘ copper and blue; and the hills round about in the hot weather
Mir lull of the sweet-singing Bay Backed Shrike.

M |i.n't of their general awareness of the world, many Scouts had a
knowledge of birds, naming not only the common varieties but,

IIINIJIHCC, the Bluethroat, and the White-capped Redstart, distin-
between the Scarlet and the Little Minivet, the pied and

wagtail and knowing the names of even such exotica as Stolieza's
Finch To Philips this was a revelationn . .

lliiwcver content he and others were with life in the ts, not ever

I

if

P03 Y
officer could put up with it, which was why the vetting of

he Scouts officers was so carefully done. Even so, there were
times. Two officers, together for weeks, never communicated

li written notes; two more actuall came to blows over theY Y
we question of whether an aircraft signalling panel be laid out on
|m-ce of fiat ground or on another or on another piece ten yards

Uutpost life would have been unbearable but for the remarkable
v between British officers and Pathans.

In ihc South Waziristan Scouts the last of the posts to be completed,
J l I ' ', was Ladha 7,000 feet above sea level, surrounded by well

hills, in summer cool and healthy, in winter often under snow.
iiiiinot be said that the Scouts were welcomed by the local Mahsuds.

one old man, ‘We’d rather have four brigades of infantry than a
Scouts. The Army will sit quietly within its wire and we can

ll eggs and chickens, and if they march out we will know exactly
_.|._.;“
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2:The Frontier Scouts

tection -_- the basis of it was piqueting, known to our gran
more picturesque term of ‘crowning the heights’ Any
a°°°Yf1P3Y11¢fi by an immensely long train of camels, horses
carrying artillery and machine-guns, rations and ammuni
ets, greatcoats and tents, barbed wire, picks and shovels,
ropes and stakes and telephone-wire, water-pumps and canvag
clerks and field post-offices and cooks -— all the clutter and
anfl non-conglbatants which seemed Just as necessary to an I
co umn in t e Igaos as television and press correspond
graphers and television cameras and sound-recorders,
teleprinters and Public Relations Officers are to a British T
sixty years later. They made a target which no sniper could
at a thousand or twelve hundred yards. Therefore no co
without first placing small bodies of troops — a couple of
platoon, or a cavalry troop in more open country — on any
range of the axis of advance. This made movement very
laborious, but the Government was concerned that the job
dog‘;with tllliedleafst possible casualties, and ‘sweat saves blood

t 6dITl6f1'0_ E posting and withdrawing a piquet was laid
exac etai _. it ad to be, since the piquet, perhaps fifteen
yards from its parent unit, had no communication save flag
andperhaps only a ]UI1l0I' N(_IO in command. t

Piquets were found by a unit reserved for that purpose, and
the advanced guard commander. As the column moved along
whicclli was nelarly always along a valley, they fanned out to
mafi} ing eig ts as indicated to each piquet commander with a
sta . The piquet moved up a ridge and over open country
ambushes were avoided and it was clearly visible to the su
aftlllery and mflfihlne-guns. It operated according to the
ciples of fire-and-movement, generally with a Lewis gun
advance of the rifle-sections. The piquet-commander
displayed a small canvas screen, khaki on the side facing
enemy, orange on the side facing down into the valley, so
position could.be clearly seen by his friends. Having
Ob-]€ClZlVC, he disposed his men for all-round defence, dug or
such cover as was practicable, ‘rocked’ any dead ground '
beneath him, and stayed there, keeping a very good looloout
recalled.

He had meanwhile left two ‘road sentries’ on the line of march
chit giving the piquet’s serial number, strength and position,
were handed to the rear-guard commander. He recalled the
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Gashts, Baramptas and such

mil‘ .-iignal with a huge red flag, and the piquet’s serial number
ell hy some method intelligible to the thickest Lance Naik even

l=ili|m~t signaller had been killed. This signal meant, ‘Pull out as
|| you like but as quickly as you can.’

I mile the most dangerous part of the operation, productive of
('ilSU3.ltleS. From the enemy’s point of view it was far more

lug, as it was likely to result in the capture of rifles, to attack a
iiwing piquet in the afternoon, than an advancing piquet in the
lg l"urthermore, as the tribesmen mutilated any prisoner who
H ihvir hands, it was unthinkable to leave wounded men behind.

hlv even the dead, and certainly their rifles, must be brought

ll I un into an ambush, the withdrawal should be by an unlikely

ihuimander. It‘ should not follow the route by which the piquet
up First, men named by the piquet commander crawled back
lhi- (‘l'CSt and ran down in pairs to a lay-back position; then the
gun section went down to that position; finally the piquet
lltl("l' and the remainder of his men came bounding down from

lilll, twice as fast as they ever thought they could move over such
l and waving the piquet-screen. They had to run like hell, first V I

liw the enemy, who might wellhave been lurking all day within a
ml yards of them, would be on the peak shooting the instant they

ll, mail secondly because the artillery and medium machine-guns
l u|i('Il up on the peak the instant the piquet was clear. If things
hmlly and the last man off the peak was wounded, the whole

iiil\Vill had to be halted, and a section — a platoon -— a whole
nv might have to be sent up again to rescue him.

mi-i were trained in piqueting; they were often employed, when
l iommand of a brigade column, in piqueting the more distant
hip_hcst peaks. But on their own gashts, although they moved in
til lormation, they seldom sent out piquets because they had no
mil to protect. While a regular Army column crawled through
llnl an at, with luck, ten miles a day, gashts raced along four and a

HI live miles an hour, faster in the case of the Mounted Infantry,
hilly keeping to high ground and ridges because it wanted to be

A gasht which saw no tribesmen for a whole day would still have
lltl job if tribesmen saw the gasht, or even if they saw only its

H llll.S. i
i giislit could be self-contained for two or three days, sleeping
h living on tea, onions, parched grain and caak, the travelling
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The Fronrier Scouts

more picturesque term of ‘crowning the heights‘. Any
a¢¢0fl_'1P3I'I1ed by an immensely long train of camels, hors
carrying artillery and machine-guns, rations and
ets, greatcoats and tents, barbed wire, picks and shovels
ropes and stakes and telephone-wire, water-pumps and 1
clerks and field post-offices and cooks — all the clutter and
and non-combatants which seemed just as necessary to an
column in the igzos as television and press
graphers and television cameras and sound-recorders
teleprinters and Public Relations Officers are to a ’
sixty years later. They made a target which no sniper could
ill}! li'10ll$arld or twelve hundred yards. Therefore no
without first placing small bodies of troops — a couple of
platoon, or a cavalry troop in more open country — on any
range of the axis of advance. This made movement very
labonous, but the Government was concerned that the
done with the least possible casualties, and ‘swear saveg

Thedmetlhod of posting and withdrawing a piquet was laid
exact etai _. it had to be, since the piquet, perhaps fifteen
yards from its parent unit, had no communication save flag
and perhaps only a ]U1'll0!' NCO in command.

Piquets were found by a unit reserved for that purpose, and
the advanced guard commander. As the column moved
Whicéi was nearly always along a valley, they fanned out to
man mg eights as indicated to each piquet commandgr with 3
staff. The piquet moved up a ridge and over open co
arribushes were avoided and it was clearly visible to the
artillery and machine-guns. It operated according to the
ciplcs of fire-and-movement, generally with a Lewis gun
advance of the rifle-sections. The piquet-commander
displayed a small canvasscreen, khaki on the side facing
enemy, orange on the side facing down into the valley, so
position could_ be clearly seen by his friends. Having
0lJ]ECIlVC, he disposed his men for all-round defence,
such cover as was practicable, ‘rocked’ any dead ground
lbégslagg. him, and stayed there, keeping a very good

He had meanwhile left two ‘road sentries’ on the lino of

tection _— the basis of it was piqueung, known to our

i es

chit giving the piquet's serial number, strength and position
were handed to the rear-guard commander. He recalled tho

Gaslits, Baramptas and such

In s0m€ method intelligible to the thickest Lance Naik even
ii|ui-i signaller had been killed. This signal meant, Pull out as
you like but as quickly as you can.’
I iiiiic the most dangerous part of the operation, productive of

i-iisualties. From the enemy’s point of view it was far more
as it was likely to result in the capture of rifles, to attack a

piquet in the afternoon, than an advancing piquet in the
Furthermore, as the tribesmen mutilated any prisoner who

ll('lT hands, it was unthinkable to leave wounded men behind.
vven the dead, and certainly their rifles, must be brought

' signal with a huge red flag, and the piquet s serial number

P . . . . ,

ii IHI1 into an ambush, the withdrawal should be by an unlikely
\\'lIlt‘ll the road-sentries must kiiow and point out to the rear-
iomiiiander. Itshould not follow the route by which the piquet
up First, men named by the piquet commander crawled back
ilir rrcst and ran down in pairs to a lay-back position; then the
will section went down to that position; finally the piquet

ii-r and the remainder of his men came bounding down from
, iwice as fast as they ever thought they could move over such

I .md waving the piquet-screen. They had to run like hell, first
llll.‘ enemy, who might well have been lurking all day within a
viirds of them, would be on the peak shooting the instant they

I, lllI(l secondly because the artillery and medium machine-guns
ii|Il‘Il up on the peak the instant the piquet was clear. If things

|i.|-lly and the last man off the peak was wounded, the whole
i\\-‘ill had to be halted, and a section — a platoon — a whole

might have to be sent up again to rescue him.
were trained in piqueting; they were often employed, when

lllllllnand of a brigade column, in piqueting the more distant
liiglii-st peaks. But on their own gashts, although they moved in
til liirmation, they seldom sent out piquets because they had no

I to protect. While a regular Army column crawled through
l"ll;‘lll at, with luck, ten miles a day, gashts raced along four and a

m live miles an hour, faster in the case of the Mounted Infantry,
l\li\' keeping to high ground and ridges because it wanted to be
.\ |.[1l5l\l which saw no tribesmen for a whole day would still have
|l‘\ job if tribesmen saw the gasht, or even if they saw only its
iiils.

HilHllt could be self-contained for two or three days, sleeping
living on tea, onions, parched grain and caak, the travelling
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His Pushtu was vigorous, ungrammatical and idiosyncratic, bu
dared misunderstand him.

A road was being built in 1932. between Ladha and Tiarza,
great deal of money in khassadari and road contracts to
through whose territory it passed. Mahsuds and Wazirs both
the land. Cosby wrote:

To settle this the Political Agent (Johnnie Johnson) d
demarcate the boundary. For this purpose I took two troops;
and three infantry platoons. We left Tiarza camp at about
and soon reached the edge of a broad nullah crossing the
plain. We halted there and could see a battle in progress
Mahsuds and Wazirs, the two sides in sangars facing one
across the plain for about I ,ooo yards. In the centre on a kno
key-sangar about which battle raged furiously. The W
occupied it in the morning, and the Mahsuds were now
retake it. A Mahsud came running up and said that a leading
had just been killed. The PA and I sat looking at the
couple of minutes, and then said simultaneously, ‘This
stopped.’

It was decided to get between them at this sangar, and to
certain number of each side as hostages. A covered line of
the flank was spotted, and along this the force moved.
infantry on the edge of the nullah to cover us if things went
the PA and I rode out of the nullah at the head of the two troops
and walked the whole procession slowly between the firing“
towards the sangar.

Approaching the Wazir position, I told the MI Risaldar, ‘W
with the rear troop to the Mahsud position, surround them,
and cover them; while I take the leading troop on to the sangar.
Mahsuds fired three shots close under the horses’ heads, and
said, ‘Shall we gallop?’ ‘Better keep a steady walking pace,’ I

A concealed nullah suddenly disclosed itself in which there
seventy or eighty ,Wazirs. The PA deliberately stopped to
them, while I got my troop round the key-sangar on the
sent word for the infantry to come up as fast as possible.

I cleared the Wazirs out of the sangar, and then rode back
PA. As soon as my back was turned, the Wazirs re-occu
sangar, and had to be turned out again and some MI put
Mahsuds had the sangar taped and kept dropping bullets very
me, but to warn‘, not to hit me.

. I16

Gashts, Baramptas and such

’l'lii- infantry seemed a longish time coming up, though actually
liter were moving fast, and were put in position round the edges of
he iiiillah in which the Wazirs were still being harangued by
tihiiiion. When they were in position, I said to him, ‘OK, ready’.
'hi- PA then told the Wazirs that we proposed to take twenty-five
itiiiiiiers and disarm them. After a certain amount of discussion,
Wrtil y-five representative prisoners were selected and disarmed and

Ihti ti~il back with the infantry. This all took time. Then came the job
til Ifl('IilIng the Mahsuds which, although there were now two troops
IHHl;ll)I€, was a much stickier job. It was only after considerable
Qtgiiiiient that fifteen prisoners were taken and disarmed. It was a
lhiw retirement, some of the men carrying three or four -rifles and
i=iii ti iilge belts, others looking after prisoners. We were very relieved
lii lt‘il(.‘.l'I the high ground from which we had started.

'l'hat afternoon the PA called a Iirga of Mahsuds and Wazirs and
WHIIHTI out terms for a settlement. After these sorts of shows we
tltiiiiiss the happenings rather like a football match, and one of the
Miihsiid Maliks said reproachfully to me, ‘Sahib, you should never
liiii-i- tried that with less than a thousand men.’

y iillicer of the South Waziristan Scouts or Zhob Militia, gashting
iii the Gumal valley during the seasons of Powindah migrations -
tli west to the uplands of Central Asia every spring, south-east to the
iiii plains every autumn, hundreds of camels swaying along with
IN piled high, thousands of sheep andgoats herded by long-haired
tills who at night would tear to pieces a stranger among the black

t llillf tents -— might expect to be greeted by a cheerful hail from an
woman on theback of a tall camel, ‘Wotcher, cockie!’ or ‘What’s

wing, mate?’
this was Mary, who forty years earlier in the Australian outback had

iii I ii-il a handsome young Afghan working camels for the goldmines.
iiwiiz Gul’s my name,’ he used to introduce himself, ‘but Nose Gul’s

Ihitt the camel-buggers used to call me.’ Mary was now the matriarch of
F kirii (a nomad encampment), held in awe by Scouts, Politicals and
iiiiit icr Constabulary alike. The Powindahs had to deposit their rifles

Qt thi- Frontier Constabulary post when they entered British India, but
wt yiine knew they kept a few hidden in Mary’s baggage or under her
il, where no one dared search. The Political Agents were supposed to

Qtiiiiiic that she was content in her life-style. She was, and had no
. givts. Nor was she the only Australian wife among the Powindah.
lttr tlied and her bereaved husband, on his way to Bombay, told a Zhob
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The Frontier Scouts

His Pushtu was vigorous, ungrammatical and idiosyncratic,
dared misunderstand him.

A road was being built in 1932 between Ladha and Tiarza,
great deal of money in khassadari and road contracts to
through whose territory it passed. Mahsuds and Wazirs both
the land. Cosby wrote:

To settle this the Political Agent (Johnnie Johnson)
demarcate the boundary. For this purpose I took two
and three infantry platoons. We left Tiarza camp at about
and soon reached the edge of a broad nullah crossing the
plain. We halted there and could see a battle in progress
Mahsuds and Wazirs, the two sides in sangars facing one
across the plain for about i,ooo yards. In the centre on a
key-sangar about which battle raged furiously. The
occupied it in the morning, and the Mahsuds were now
retake it. A Mahsud came running up and said that a '
had just been killed. The PA and I sat looking at the
couple of minutes, and then said simultaneously,
stopped.’

It was decided to get between them at this sangar, and to
certain number of each side as hostages. A covered line of
the flank was spotted, and along this the force moved.
infantry on the edge of the nullah to cover us if things wen
the PA and I rode out of the nullah at the head of the two
and walked the whole procession slowly between the
towards the sangar.

Approaching the Wazir position, I told the MI Risaldar,
with the rear troop to the Mahsud position, surround them,
and cover them; while I take the leading troop on to the sangar
Mahsuds fired three shots close under the horses‘ heads, and
said, ‘Shall we gallop?’ ‘Better keep a steady walking pace,‘ I

A concealed nullah suddenly disclosed itself in which ther
seventy or eighty Wazirs. The PA deliberately stopped to
them, while I got my troop round the key-sangar on the
sent word for the infantry to come up as fast as possible.

I cleared the Wazirs out of the sangar, and then rode back
PA. As soon as my back was turned, the Wazirs
sangar, and had to be turned out again and some MI put
Mahsuds had the sangar taped and kept dropping bullets very
me, but to warn, not to hit me.

ii6

Gashts, Barampras and such

'l'h<- infantry seemed a longish time coming up, though actually
were moving fast, and were put in position round the edges of
nullah in which the Wazirs were still being harangued by

n. When they were in position, I said to him, ‘OK, ready'.
PA then told the Wazirs that we proposed to take twenty-five

lmiicrs and disarm them. After a certain amount of discussion,
Iii-iii v-five representative prisoners were selected and disarmed and

llni ll‘ll back with the infantry. This all took time. Then came the job
lil inkling the Mahsuds which, although there were now two troops
|m|.ilile, was a much stickier job. It was only after considerable
nyiimi-.nt that fifteen prisoners were taken and disarmed. It was a
tliiw i‘ctirel'|”iCl‘llI, some of the men carrying three or four rifles and
I-ll ll iilge belts, others looking after prisoners. We were very relieved
Iii mich the high ground from which we had started.

I'li.ii afternoon the PA called a lirga of Mahsuds and Wazirs and
mliki-ii out terms for a settlement. After these sorts of shows we
Illll HHS the happenings rather like a football match, and one of the
Malmid Maliks said reproachfully to me, ‘Sahib, you should never
llilvr iried that with less than a thousand men.’

lillicer of the South Waziristan Scouts or Zhob Militia, gashting
ilie Gumal valley during the seasons of Powindah migrations —
west to the uplands of Central Asia every spring, south-east to the
plains every autumn, hundreds of camels swaying along with

piled high, thousands of sheep and goats herded by long-haired
ills who at night would tear to pieces a stranger among the black
hair tents -— might expect to be greeted by a cheerful hail from an

woman on the back of a tall camel, ‘Wotcher, cockiel’ or ‘What’s
mate ?'

lliis was Mary, who forty years earlier in the Australian outback had
Ilt'kl a handsome young Afghan working camels for the goldmines.

Gul’s my name,’ he used to introduce himself, ‘but Nose Gul's
I lic camel-buggers used to call me.’ Mary was now the matriarch of

lmri (a nomad encampment), held in awe by Scouts, Politicals and
Constabulary alike. The Powindahs had to deposit their rifles

llll‘ Frontier Constabulary post when they entered British India, but
\‘l)I‘lC knew they kept a few hidden in Mary's baggage or under her
where no one dared search. The Political Agents were supposed to

that she was content in her life-style. She was, and had no
t‘lS. Nor was she the only Australian wife among the Powindah.
died and her bereaved husband, on his way to Bombay, told a Zhob
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figThe Frontier Scoutg

t; k f 'fgagslrts O Peshawar, invade the Government Supply D

Although it was well t ‘d h '
The InSPe¢ting Officer0FrSdnfiireCoafI:§’ C1d:l§rii:)luSS tt
1 _ d_ _ _ 7 C03W an order quadrumvirate in Peshawar; he sent for Nat
as his staff officer, and f d h -
Kurram Militia Cosby Liiairoiiiigzic ments of the Toch’ Scoutat

When I arrived in P h ' - - D
der didn’t know how to cope At this confelienceeit ngade
IOFC - ' was my
lZl1II1g$,gE'10tlI)1ug(?I1Oi%§n’dhaIl‘d the InSpec"".G°“°"‘1 °f P0_ g rig t ines. One evening the IOFC
with ‘Pack your pyjamas We’v¢ .’ , _ ~ got to spend the night at
ment House On arrival we found a re ular 31-Sena] of
b'll' ' - . g .i iards table. However, the night passed quietly.

’ One lashkar settl d 't lf ' - . ,
h°neYc°mb6d with C(i1VClSS;?L1SlZlI1H;Cl(ie'_(f"if'iI:22il’I/’¥‘l€‘:1’1’ftl.(;€ Zifmda’l1dPll'.A - ’ . "Y°°S¢*°‘I’-i3ah_e if 1 Composite force of two hundred rifles of the S

“a“"*S» half Bangash and one hundred of the Kt - ’ _ ' urram
%(?l0I"i0Cle]£(c‘ii:)ttt’ien1 and to barampta Pan‘ "M386, all under

Benjie Bromhead ' d
Command to Felix V\I’iIIi(2i’ii1ii*.i.an’e the SWS detachment, 88

We moved into a separate bivouac tht b k
pleasant shady place. With us was ol)dnCofoni1:l1ScO(itih:t?)i’1vah
méglntodyvhom coimforlg mattered little. j ’ g

e secon ni t .
assisted by two suidis 1iZiiI$€nIg:i‘:st§oiii?’i'the mliihtfl k’ b I . ' ime w enfan a ug e, atrociously played, brayed its warning. We ’
hqliiahi:lqli2len\tVand Colonel Scott, who was deaf, asked loudly
loiter W e went on, and when the guides showed a

We’caii1 Iieviihwgdnustfbe nearmg Pam’e o e e _ ' -a Way down when b€%(fv(£ ui; jI§)€i£t:,l(g?(3rIi'€\élI1€ and were about

as a shoal of fish, grey shapes in the moonl§n}:"n($)c.udded past
to fire till we were in position. I hesitatifi tbutur Olgels
appeared again demanding loudly why we had haltail O On?’
the steep slope into the ravine We were climbing 1;}: ’fwe shd' e ar

I O .

A Sort ofPeace, 1930-6

was opened from ahead, and the men made haste to reach the top,
tit tll reaction, but old man Scott laid about him with a walking-
, tll.*i2lppl'OVIflg such undue haste.

hi iit riving at the top, Felix went ahead with his party, making for
litllii north of Palli, and my party swung right to make for the
ihii Khwar. Almost at once Felix was fired on from behind a

Willl, but he and his men charged and quickly routed their
iiii-iits. About the same time the detachment of the Kurram

il lire on another party of escaping tribesmen. We carried on to
/.hiiidai Khwar, which appeared a dark chasm at our feet.

Liiiviiig the Bhitannis to cover us, with a platoon of Bangash we
iiiiihlcd down a steep track into the chasm. It was almost dark and
WPH‘ glad to find a track which led us out on to the far side. We
llH‘(l out and made for a small ridge ahead, the highest ground
ili-. Beyond lay the village of Palli, a tumble of low houses, and to
iioi th the hill which Felix Williams and his party had occupied,
iiiiitting the area at long range.

l’hi- Bhitannis followed, and from the depths of the ravine came
Fttilllld of firing, echoing and reverberating within its cliffs. My
it -tank, but their leading files emerged looking well pleased with
ll\!l('lV€S, followed by the rest with a handful of prisoners.
l'lii~ prisoners were placed under the eye of a young Bhitanni
ti v in a hollow just below the skyline, and we lay waiting for the

yliiglit. The Bhitannis were in position facing Palli, while the
iiiqzish guarded our flanks. The ground was devoid of cover, and

ptioii lrom a row of caves in the cliff-side below the village fire was
jtptiii-il on us. It was difficult to see the offenders, so we held our fire.
llii-i t- was a noise from the prisoners behind and, turning, I saw the
young Bhitanni sentry with rifle raised, pointing at these unfortu-
tiiitvei. He was told to behave himself, and remarked innocently that
git wi- couldn’t see the enemy who were firing at us, he might as well
Iitiiliten those he could see. A Bhitanni nearby said, ‘There’s a
Miilisud!’ and fired. It was curious that to him Mahsud and enemy
twi t- synonymous: the only Mahsuds anywhere near were two
jiliitoons of Kurram Militia.

Nyaz Gul, the Bhitanni Iemadar, thenraced to an outcrop of rock
htiiiig the caves. It was a brave act, and he ran back unscathed to
point out which of the caves the firing was coming from. So we fired
oii its dark interior and the sniping ceased. There was a pause, and a
long silence. .

i 1 1

tiii, who had remained at the ravine which we had just crossed, l

The Frontier Scouts

k‘ ' .péggsirts of Peshawar, ll'l\8d6 the Government Supply

Although it w [I ‘d '
The 1"5P¢°ti"g agfiflierollitfidniiiegoarii? iiiilsiiglug tt
I _ d_ _ _ I C0

o cer, and for detachments of the Toch‘
Kurram Militia Cosby wrotc' I

ii:}§e?eliZl§"LZdul§ §§i'}§§l“L‘p"JZZ§§$l§ S““i‘~’i§‘“'BT“°d. , ' On. e riga Q

thingsigoing on the ri I egnSP€ctor_General of
with, ‘pack your pyjaias wars," ne evening the IQFCmam Housexon arrival w.e foe vs got to spend the night

billiards table H up a regular arsfmal of”. owever, the night passed quietly.

One lashkar settled itself in a dc ' 'h _ _ ‘ _ ep_ ravine, the Zhinclai,
°“eY‘3°m_bed Wlth ca"F$, just inside Tribal Territory Q1933

called Palli. A composite force of two hundred i-ifl f th
Bh~ - CS 0 6of
Colonel Scott. 0 arampta Paul village‘ an under

Benjie Bromhead ac ' d
command to Felix Wiliiziiigame the SW8 detachment! 113

We moved into a separate bivouac on the bank of the Swat
Pleasant shady place. With 1
man to whom comfort r1|iatltlesri:cElfii‘itile(.:olonel Scott’ a tough

Qn the second night we set out. I was to lead the night‘
assisted by two guides. We had been ‘ .fl k’ b _ goingsome timefan a ugle, atrociously played, brayed its warning. We
ht;rdahr:lc:::len‘§Van\dr Colonel Scott, who was deaf, asked loudly
1 _ . e ent on, and when the guides showed at
oiter, we knew we must be nearing Palli_

We came to the edge of a steep-sided ravine and were
a way down when below us a party Qf tribcsmen scudde

as a “Mal of fish, my shapes In the moonli ht 0 d
to fire till we were in position. I hesitategl butur oi era
alppeared again demanding loudly why we had haltfd we
t e steep slope into the ravine We were climbin i' g the far

I 0

A Sort of Peace, 1930-6

opened from ahead, and the men made haste to reach the top,
iil reaction, but old man Scott laid about him with a walking-

illwilpprflving such undue haste.
iii I wing at the top, Felix went ahead with his party, making for

lilll'\ iiorth of Palli, and my party swung right to make for the
i lihwar. Almost at once Felix was fired on from behind a

W ill but he and his men charged and quickly routed their
About the same time the detachment of the Kurrarn

who had remained at the ravine which we had just crossed,
I lire on another party of escaping tribesmen. We carried on to

/illlllklfll Khwar, which appeared a dark chasm at our feet.
'.I'il\‘ll\g the Bhitannis to cover us, with a platoon of Bangash we

tlt-d down a steep track into the chasm. It was almost dark and
glad to find a track which led us out on to the far side. We

I out and made for a small ridge ahead, the highest ground
Beyond lay the village of Palli, a tumble of low houses, and to

iiiiiili the hill which Felix Williams and his party had occupied,
the area at long range.

"I lir lihitannis followed, and from the depths of the ravine came
-iiiiiiid of firing, echoing and reverberating within its cliffs. My
i ‘iilllk, but their leading files emerged looking well pleased with

followed by tiie rest with a handful of prisoners.
lli<- prisoners were placed under the eye of a young Bhitanni

i' in a hollow just below the skyline, and we lay waiting for the
The Bhitannis were in position facing Palli, while the

guarded our flanks. The ground was devoid of cover, and
lrom a row of caves in the cliff-side below the village fire was

on us. It was difficult to see the offenders, so we held our fire.
l‘ was a noise from the prisoners behind and, turning, I saw the

yiiiiiig Bhitanni sentry with rifle raised, pointing at these unfortu-
He was told to behave himself, and remarked innocently thath ' ht s well|| \'i I‘ couldn't see the enemy who were firing at us, e mig a

'll|{l|lt'l'!l those he could see. A Bhitanni nearby said, ‘There's a
Miilisiidl’ and fired. It was curious that to him Mahsud and enemy
Wflt‘ synonymous: the only Mahsuds anywhere near were two
.lli|lUUIlS of Kurram Militia.

N vaz Gul, the Bhitanni Iemadar, then raced to an outcrop of rock
liii iiig the caves. It was a brave act, and he ran back unscathed to
|iiiiiii out which of the caves the firing was coming from. So we fired
iiu its dark interior and the sniping ceased. There was a pause, and a
limp, silence.

Wi‘lt'
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The Frontier Scouts

directed the SWS on to them. ‘Gashts seized 948 sheep 8. , ‘ . , ,rifles. Two days later, Put Skrine s gasht on to I 200 h
- . . I 9 S 66])ilggloif SpirolI(han hill. Gasht got them all.’ Without a plane,
. _ never ave seen them. Holding these sheep, they

Zilli Khel pay a fine. ‘Very good effect on Zilli Khel Th
Wana, severely criticised me for cruelty to the shee but lie
squash with me.’ P’

i

The Political Agent was said to be the man who stood
fl‘idIi:;1;ii}:ndl£1(§i;h¢€jaé. The Political Department (afterwards

ica ervice) was recruited two-thirds from
Army and one-third from the Indian Civil Service As D
missioners they ran the settled districts of the North WP - _ _ _ . - est
Ciggvllfiei thefy F311 Ballldllstflfl, they staffed the trans-Fron
d_ _ ost 0 them knew the ABC of soldiering, and

istinguished military records in the First World War But
naturally inclined to be biased in favour of th ' M i}

. . _ _ ezr a suds:V.Lizirs,f against the brutal and -licentious soldiery, if only n
n ry o t e Army on to the scene implied that the situatio

beyond the Political Agent’s control Scouts officers t
. . , , _ ' 0ZSSPIS-Q ivl‘i‘;hP°11*'°==1§ \j1@Wi><>mt= they, after ell, had to live

Th h Yestef ay S. enemy after the soldiers had d
e ead of the political hierarchy on the Frontier

Peshawar. He wore two hats: he was Chief Commis '
U ddtG -_ - - - 8'9"“?-‘@111Sib {IT overnor) of the cis Frontier districts, but in 1113

havin uniier mfliryllliewas Agent the Governor Generalg m e eeldemi W-'<lZ1l'lStan, established in Der. . 3Khan, and Political Agents for North Waziristan ' M '. . . _ in iranshahXQZIFISIBH in Tank, and the Kurram in Parachinar. Under the ’
gents were Assistant Political Agents, in Wana

Miranshah. Assistant Political Agents and upward were
ffi 'f?nd€§:l.S Eig1leYS¢ame from the Army, or covenanted members:

ervice. B l th '
Political Officers. Before teh(evi9r4(-3-Iii8 ‘\:i?reth:I’h:l’i’t(ii:lS ffmd
Assistant Political Agents had all been British' afte ' gems
number were Pathans and a few were Indians Threliljm
Assi t tP 1' ' ' 3ey serve ere was a similarBaluchistan. The Political Agents of the Ku N W

. . rram, orthSouth_lVl(;aziristan and the Zhob each had an irregular corps
genera 11'€ctl0n! but IIOI Under his operational command In
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, lii- told the Scouts or Militia what he wanted done but not how to
ll, though the precise relations between them depended, of course,

y on personalities. It was not uncommon for a Scouts officer to
ti- ZIS Assistant Political Agent.

ltii- of the most celebrated Frontier politicals was ‘Bunch’ Parsons,
iilti-r six years in the North Waziristan Militia became Political
t, South Waziristan. There he won a DSO and was badly

HIl('(l guiding RAF bombers to hostile villages which they could
t have identified without him.

TIN‘ job of a Political in Waziristan was as dangerous as that of a
ttii officer. Since he must not seem to fear or distance himself from

ti ilii-s, he seldom went about his work with Scout or military escort.
llltllly he was escorted only by Khassadars or tribal badraggas and

iiiiilil never be certain that they would provoke a blood-feud by
Hilllllg him against their fellow-tribesmen. The Pukhtunwali code
IHIIIC extent protected him, since he was usually surrounded by
iiiii H or Mahsuds in the role of his hosts. But Mahsuds in particular

I‘ iiotorious for flouting the code. In times of peace, an orderly and a
pli~ of badraggas in the car sufficed for escort, but when tensions
i- high, as they were in the late 1930s, a Political travelled about with

|whole lorry-load of Khassadars. With everyone armed to the teeth, a
M‘ hehind the ear, with music and song, the tour of an Assistant

Kilitii-al Agent could be quite a carnival progress.
‘Lotus’ Lowis, deciding one day that his escort needed exercise,

Qliippi-d the lorry on a level piece of ground and told them to pick sides
liii tlll improvised game of football, refereed by their Jemadar. The
wit-ice had not the haziest idea of the rules; when these were briefly
in |ll£llI1€d to him, he made a quick assessment, slipped the whistle into
lttii pocket and strapped on a heavy automatic pistol. Someone must
ititw told him about football ‘fans’.

A good Political Agent or Assistant Political Agent spent a great part
til his time just talking or listening to tribesmen. Twice a year he had to
pity Maliks their allowances at informal, often light and jocular,
Allowance Iirgas’. The Mahsuds alone had thirty Allowance Iirgas,
iitrli attended by up to two dozen Maliks, every one of whom felt he had
it light to a private talk with the Political Sahib after the Iirga. In
iililition there were mulaqatis (‘mole-cats’), tribesmen who waited on
liiiii with petitions or complaints, demands for road or firewood
ioiitracts, or just to pass the time of day and to receive a few rupees
ti-iliuneration on what was, the Political Agent hoped, a generally
ttiiilerstood and accepted scale, graded according to each man’s import-
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The Fmutter Scour;

d_lé'CCl,C%the SWS on to them. 'Gashts seized 94.8 sheep, 8
ri es. wo days later, ‘Put Sk ' ’ h
side of Spiro Khan hill. Gasht éiifitlieggsali ?I\lVti(r)hhit0§
would never have seen them Holding these shee th. . _ - p, ey$111 Khel Pay a fine Very good effect On Zilli Khel. The

ana, severely criticised me for cruelt to th h
squash with me.’ Y e S cap’ but he

The Political Agent was said to b th. _ _ _ B e man who stoodsgldier and his medal. The Political Department (afterwards
t e Indian Political Service) was recruited twwthirds fro
Army and one-third from the Indian Civil Service A m

. . . Smissioners they ran the settled dist ' ts f h _
Provin e' th ‘ . no 0 t C North west_ C I ey ran Baluchistan, they staffed the trans-F
$68: Most of them knew the ABC of soldiering, and

istinguished military records in the First World War B t
naturally inclined to be biased in favour of their Mah Id
Wazirs a'n t th b ~ ' ' ‘ - Bu S! fig i s e rutal and licentious soldiery, if only
En"? Of the Anny on to the scene implied that the situation

eyond the Political Agent's control. Scouts officers to
adopted the Politicals’ viewpoint’ they after all h d l

. . , - » , 3 to Ive3I1fIl‘llLlI'llX with yesterday s_ enemy after the soldiers had
e head of the political hierarchy on the Frontier

Peshawar. He wore two hats: he was Chief CO!‘m‘nissiQne|-
upgraded to Governor) of the cis Frontier district b. . . ' s, ut in his‘with Tribzl Territory he was Agent to the Governor Genera]
Kagmg und if h,"_n the Resident. Wflzlrlstan, established in

an, an olitical Agents for North Wazirjgtan in
Wazlrlsmn l" Tank, and the Kurram in Parachinar U d. _ _ _ - n er thettrrizhrziz in Warm._ ssistant Political Agents and upward were
officers if they came from the Army or govmamed
Indian Civil Service. Below them ‘were Tahsildars d
‘l;::li:t<;aIltOIf'filce‘rs.IBefore the 1914-18 war the Political Agents

o itica Agents had all been British' after it an
number were Pathans and a few were Indian; The 'i*
Assistant Political Officers were all Pathans but from a d'ff
the Frontier to that in which they served Th "I 'el-em
Baluchistan. The Political Agents of the Kuiizihvasiiishnhllar
S 4 . I 1

5

outh Waziristan and the Zhob each had an irregular cor
general direction, but not under his operational commang In
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llimigh the precise relations between them depended, of course,
mi personalities It was not uncommon for a Scouts officer to

ifi Assistant Political Agent
lli the most celebrated Frontier politicals was ‘Bunch’ Parsons,

iivr six years in the North Waziristan Militia became Political
South Waziristan. There he won a DSO and was badly

guiding RAF bombers to hostile villages which they could
liiive identified without him.

|nb of a Political in Waziristan was as dangerous as that of a
ti officer. Since he must not seem to fear or distance himself from

Ii il-vs, he seldom went about his work with Scout or military escort.
he was escorted only by Khassadars or tribal badraggas and

llllll(l never be certain that they would provoke a blood-feud by
him against their fellow-tribesmen. The Pukhtunwali code

limit‘ extent protected him, since he was usually surrounded by
‘i or Mahsuds in the role of his hosts. But Mahsuds in particular

notorious for flouting the code. In times of peace, an orderly and a
of badraggas in the car sufficed for escort, but when tensions

high, as they were in the late 1930s, a Political travelled about with
wlmlc lorry-load of Khassadars. With everyone armed to the teeth, a

In-hind the ear, with music and song, the tour of an Assistant
Agent could be quite a carnival progress.

'l.iilus' Lowis, deciding one day that his escort needed exercise,
the lorry on a level piece of ground and told them to pick sides

Ill improvised game of football, refereed by their Iemadar. The
(‘U had not the haziest idea of the n.iles; when these were briefly

to him, he made a quick assessment, slipped the whistle into
||ucl(et and strapped on a heavy automatic pistol. Someone must

iold him about football ‘fans’.
A good Political Agent or Assistant Political Agent spent a great part

Ill ill!-l time just talking or listening to tribesmen. Twice a year he had to
ray Maliks their allowances at informal, often light and jocular,
Allowance Jirgas’. The Mahsuds alone had thirty Allowance Jirgas,
nth attended by up to two dozen Maliks, every one of whom felt he had
u iight to a private talk with the Political Sahib after the Jirga. In
IilllIllOI1 there were mulaqatis (‘mole-cats‘), tribesmen who waited on
llllll with petitions or complaints, demands for road or firewood
iuiiiracts, or just to pass the time of day and to receive a few rupees
iriiiuneration on what was, the Political Agent hoped, a generally
imilerstood and accepted scale, graded according to each man's import-
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he iold the Scouts or Militia what he wanted done but not how to
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The Frontier Scouts

hundred yards from the fort and numerous tribal
0 th h'll ' ef-n e i sides, such as had not appeared for fifteen years.
perhaps, an indication that the Mahsuds regarded the siege
propaganda exercise than as a serious operation of w d

ar, anmainly on the ‘Militia’ changing sides. The enemy wash.anyt mg up to 20,000; Williams thought there were about
whom not more than half would be armed with modern
rest hoping to acquire them.

Captain Abdur Rahim, the Assistant Political Agent,
th d h ’ 'e ay t at Sadde Khan s gun had now arrived. He also
sketch-map of the fort, showing the sectors which would be
various Mahsud sections and the Wazirs - the si n l f

g a orbeing the first shot from the great gun. At last light several
seen approaching and it was surmised that they carried the
o’clock that evening Parang and a Malik who had been
reconnoitre reported that the gun had actually been mount

edCongress flag had been, and that a large crowd had collected
fun. Th ' 'ey were dispersed by Very lights and controlled
machine-gun fire. There was a lot of shouting from outside
and one loud-mouthed fellow kept calling ‘You’ve ut u

i P P 3Now come out!’ Subadar Umar Din directed a section’s fire at
voice of which no h ‘ ’more was eard. You have your answer, he

At eleven o'clock there was a reverberating boom and a
overhead: Sadde Khan’s gun was in action. Sniping redoubled,
garrison awaited the assault A second shot better ' d. , aime ,the wireless room. A third, and a fourth, followed. Disclosed by
th ' 'e gun was engaged by machine-guns and did not fire againthat
The assault, for which the garrison had been eagerly waiting,
take place.

Next morning, 9 July, the patrol moving out of the chiga
heavily sniped and had to return until the first planes
overhead and engrossed the tribesmen’s attention. The patrol
again, and succeeded in locating the gun in a new osit'

p ion, acave I ,600 yards north of the fort. The area was bombed and
d bgunne , ut Sadde Khan’s gun had fired its last shot; some

the breech-block mechanism, or an overcharge of powder had
ted it from locking, and the block had been blown back’
master gunner’s stomach.

That was really the end of the siege. The destruction of the
and the realisation that the ‘Militia’ had no intention of defecti g

nthe heart out of the lashkar, which had shown less than the

14.2

A Sort ofP6066, 193°‘6

' ' d._ _ . - h f Q ]uly it disappfiflfe
I ili-l6i‘ITlll'l3.E10I1. During tlhirulllég £150 ggdola and set up on the

llilll(l('3 Khzgifzgun;

”“"‘“|c the cers " 11 test loss was of fruit and
haul not been much of a S1€g€.S;I;n§vfi:fi:unripe, and of f1_uit_t1_eeS

'l“~‘* °°nSumed.by the enelcilcythat the South Waziristan Scouts of
I. But thiirgiint V;/ii1:)$: from the; Militia of I919. Their victory

wm'aV¢1'Y 1 eflin b ‘d d b the Resident, Waziristan.
l€'lII'2lt€d in a lavish feast PYPV1 e Y t at Datta Khel was also

H me Same time the Tclfhlaicgwilils iiihso had been H Young Naikml. Years later Subadar IT! i -
, mlil Terence PhiliP$ about it‘

_ _ _ . d, d Faujoon, Yusufzai,
hflililr Sayed, Afl'1Cll,dW21§ inc303131222 thiéflgarden talking to the

micond-m-cmlll/Imcald ‘Khalil informer came running in and Sald’ll(‘Il(ZI' when a 8 3 k ' n you.’ Sayed hurrieda“§itfi‘§§;iZ; i‘.:::*;.:;;z . A. SM;ck to t e ort an Seen running towards t e
some five hundred armed men we?-ztme to close the gaps in the

I lrom the rifle-range. There Wfl_$ no 1 I .uSt time to get in
f the garrison had on Y_]Mi,-, and the last man o 1 hk r ed In a Wave up to the

flimugli the chiga gage y)vh<:£c§3; tzsat tzgesglugrds hardly had time to
"Ila. It all haPPen¢ ,5 qlatoon WaS' Still falling in. There was a
;|u- post and the ch1g3'FWe,re an Pathans and MussulIT13I1$- Give
nlilile of yells, Let us in. beating with poles on the gate and all

W‘ ‘he fort! Tiiego ill??? started to bulge inwards. Subadar Sayefli
ll? wing agains h lane appfiafefie" ‘“2f..§‘§§.’;3L“.£§i3.?¥Z.“;§3.Z 3.3.1,""""h€a ' It er sum t fi d tthe lane. Instantlya ai 0
H||,.-hre swept the Pac 6 , The Space between the wire and the
um made ofithrcéiligsh E?le‘;vi]i"]€;ZirS left thirty dead, and carried off
Wiill W38 3 3 am '
lmlmdy knows how many wounded.
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The Frontier Scouts

hundred yards from the fort and numerous tribal
on the hillsid hes, suc as had not appeared for fifteen years.
perhaps, an indication that the Mahsuds regarded
propaganda exercise than as a serious operation of war,
mainly on the ‘Militia’ changing sides. The enemy was
anything up to 20,000; Williams thought there were
whom not more than half would be armed with modern
rest hoping to acquire them.

Captain Abdur Rahim, the Assistant Political Agent,
the da that S dd Kh ’ 'y a e an s gun had now arrived He also
sketch-map of the fort, showing the sectors which would be
various Mahsud sections and the Wazirs — the signal for
being the first shot from the great gun. At last light several
seen approaching and it was surmised that they carried the
o'clock that evening Parang and a Malik who had been
reconnoitre reported that the gun had actually been
Congress flag had been and that a l, arge crowd had collected
fun. They were dispersed by Very lights and controlled
machine-gun fire. There was a lot of shouting from outside
and one loud-mouthed fellow kept calling, ‘You've put up a
Now come out!’ Subadar Umar Din directed a section’ fi e

s rvoice of which no more was heard. ‘You have your answer,’
A ’ 't eleven o clock there was a reverberatmg boom and a

overhead: Sadde Khan's gun was in action. Sniping
garrison awaited the assault. A second shot, better aimed,
the wireless room. A third, and a fourth, followed
the gun was engaged by machine-guns and did not fire again
The assault, for which the garrison had been ea erl waiti

8 Y "8,take place.
Next morning, 9 July, the patrol moving out of the chigah . . .eavily sniped and had to return until the first planes

overhead and engrossed the tribesmen's attention. The patrol
again, and succeeded in locating the gun in a new position a
cave i ,6oo yards north of the fort. The area was bombed arid

ed b Sgunn , ut adde Khan’s gun had fired its last shot' some
the breech-block mechanism, or an overcharge of powder, had
ted it from locking, and the block had been blown back
master gunner's stomach.

That was really the end of the siege. The destruction of the
and the realisation that the ‘Militia’ had no intention of
the heart out of the lashkar, which had shown less than the
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d l and set up On ll"?"Mlltll. Khan‘;gun liélwas hauled into Jan o a
the O cars BS3 1 of fruit and

not been much of a siege 'Tl1E“€l1;t;?I‘-Trig-Igssazgsof frulmrees
,_~¢,n$umed_by the en€:'1Y3::?the South Waziristan Scouts of

. But thz g;)1l'llIn\:'?:Zr‘-5: Jam t]-,¢ Militia of 1919. Their victory
' " “ Very 1 arc ' b he Resident Waziristafl-

in 3 lavish feast prpvlded Y t D tt léhel was also

[he Same time the Tochi scgililils gifd liiid liieezh 8 Young NaikYea,-3 later Subadar Amap ,

iold Terence Philips about 1 -

l it disappearedIll lcfmlllfltlflfl During the mg!“ of 9'40 Ju y

W

_ _ . d F ‘gun, Yusufzai,
Sayed, All'1Cl1,dWfl§ lyf;5:0‘:,l';f;'12:2(l‘,h:l'1gar:33 talking to the

H1-Lfflfld-lfl-COHIHIZH . a _ e running in and Said,
when a Madda Khel informer cam , S d hurried

_ lashkar is up0" Y°“' ayelhc saws 3"“ s‘““d t°' A 1 cl with a bang. At the same
lo the fort and thfi gates were C ose en running towards the
"Mme five hundred armed men Wei? sh to close the gaps in the

ll'(Jm the rifle-range. There was I10 hi: on! _ . e to at in
y iust tim E|- Rlfld the last man of the garrison d g 8 wave up to the

thg ghiga gate when the lashkar surge "1 .. d [1 dl had time toIt an happenedso quickly that the giéafl-s ar ' yrhcre was a
and ti: chlgfi l>?Vt3‘::aH?a:[:£,s 2,13%/Iliilssulmans. Give

of yc1l$, i ct "5 m’ . - h 1 on the gate and all

[he fort!’ Tiieyo lligta sizsliihrdgttivbblggiiifzrards. Subadar Saliegagains i 8 h lane appeare

ll"'l“3a ' 1 er d th lane. Instantlya 31 0
mil tired or else one offihs lrijisagtgfigfdeattlle gig, and those who could
H||,._fire swept the Pac 8 , The space between the wire and the

Hm made 0fl1thr‘hllgh£l‘1hdvl:¢’£iizirs left thirty dead, and carried offmill was a s am @5-
imhody knows how many W01Ifld¢d-
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The Frontzer Scouts .

5 Khaisora Operations, ' Idak Ml”"“ P°5‘
25_-7 N-ovmrnbe Khajuri Post

r Musaki
Hassu Khel

0 n o o - ¢ - - Q - . n R T )' .1rgiiii 31:4 iiiiiiizAi°.~i§'I'¢b,§Z§§'d °f 0°’/' -'
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usaki ' ‘Sh kh :Z6 ei ,"Pezac ‘ Mohamad Khnisom
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of the advance guard, flushing out opposition before it could
column s advance With Tocol, four infant latoons wo

5

. ' 1'3’ P Idright flank guard and two Mounted Infantry troops"" as left flatiik
also outside and beyond the close piqueting,

Hopes of a peaceful promenade were soon proved
reaching Zaperzai, about one-third of the way to Biche Kashkai
Williams (formerly South Waziristan Scouts and now c
Tochi Scouts) with the platoons leading Razcol was warned b
dars that there were hostiles on the hills ahead. They soon caiii
fire and, as yet unsupported by the column’s advance guard
first of the high features. Subsequently, with the help of a
the Gllldesi they t00k, one by one, the ridges on both sides
Khaisora and held them while the column passed through Th
down the road in darkness, half-an-hour after the rear party hacly
through, and followed the column to camp after havin been
and fighting for thirteen and a half hours during the Rfmadan
was one of the rules of Frontier th t ‘d
be left to be collected and refillievdrby fhfiliiiiahiesfrlrlirciilil. Igterizsfifrgd

" Under Tim Taylor, the only Frontier Corps officer to become a Major General
Australian Army.
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A Sort of War, 1935-7

mtically to collect empty cases while under fire. These six
ms fired I ,8oo rounds and brought back 1,760 cases.

Hank piqueting was described by John Prendergast, a Wing
-vi, on a hilltop far to the left flank of the column:

l muld hear the deep note of the medium machine-guns and the
ipi-r one of the light automatics, with the occasional crump of our

Hr howitzers. Clearly there was quite a party going on. As the day
{war on, the noise grew fainter. It became hotter and hotter, until
you muld have fried an egg on the rocks and I was beginning to feel
llw l(‘lTlbl€ pangs of thirst. I eked out my water prudently, though it
Min by then as hot as tea and came straight out as sweat . . .

ln the late afternoon we were to withdraw to our fort at Dosalli.
fl 'hi- oppOSitC force had to cross over the valley towards us to get to the
pmul and we had to cover it with brisk fire as it was closely followed.
'l'lu-n we trudged up the steep road to Dosalli. It had been a blazing
lmi (lay during the month of Ramadan when the Scouts were
lm hidden to drink in the daylight hours. They were exhausted and
mu ccly able to carry our casualties, who must have suffered horribly
hm. Stretcher-bearers had to be changed every hundred yards, \
ullmrrs taking their turn.

I IN 1 ll had a rougher time, mainlybecause the brigade staff did not have
wr control, and one of its battalions, the 3/7th Rajputs, was a new

mil. Felix~Williams, anticipating difficulties in communicating with
mlc, attached a Scouts signals terminal to the main column. With it

| went the Scouts Medical Officer, George Graham, and a Mess
Villll with a camel laden with appropriate provender. The Scouts
n I I I ted Infantrywere to act as distant left flankguard, and four infantry

'/.<-r mountain -- quite unnecessarily, in his opinion, since it was at
1 two miles from the axis of advance. He viewed with apprehension

Cl nl ightly complicated operation with a scratch column. Zer is a pig of
ii lrziture, full of great outcrops of rock which make observation diffi-
I ult. Moreover my gasht was to be a mixture of Right and Left Wings
under Subadar Shawal Dad, a tall, scraggy Barak with a great beak of
H nose and both eyes peering out of the same hole. Miry and Kabul
in-koned that his mouth was the most efficient part of his head.

I Iowever, one of the platoon commanders was Lal Din, Mohmand, a
ulcst, self-effacing little man known as ‘Tank’ because of his habit of
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mms under Victor Wainright as right flank guard, initially piquet- ll M
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i - _columns advance. With Tocol, four infantry platoons
right flank guard and two Mounted Infantry troops‘ as left

Hopes of a peaceful promenade were soon proved
reaching Zaperzai, about one-third of the way to Biehe
Williams (formerly South Waziristan Scouts and now
Tochi Scouts) with the platoons leading Razcol was warned by
dars that there were hostiles on the hills ahead. They soon
fire 3"d- as Yfit unsupported by the column’s advance guard,
first of the high features. Subsequently, with the help of a

also outside and beyond the close piquerii-lg,

ii
c

2; Guide. they wok. one by one. the ridges On both side
aisora and held them while the column passed through.

down the road in darkness, half-an-hour after the rear part had
through, _and followed the column to camp after having lihen
and fighting for thirteen and a half hours during the Ramadan
was one of the rules of Frontier war that empty cartridge cases
be left to be collected and refilled by the tribesmen. It required

. Und" TIIYIOT. the only Frontier Corps officer to become
Australian Army.
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of the advance guard, flushing out opposition before it could

A Sort of War, i9_;5—7

ically to collect empty cases while under fire. These six
fired I ,8oo rounds and brought back I ,76o cases.

llank piqueting was described by John Prendergast, a Wing
, on a hilltop far to the left flank of the column:

llllIl(l hear the deep note of the medium machine-guns and the
pi-r one of the light automatics, with the occasional crump of our
huwitzers. Clearly there was quite a party going on. As the day

pow on, the noise grew fainter. It became hotter and hotter, until
mi miild have fried an egg on the rocks and I was beginning to feel

flir Ii-rrible pangs of thirst. I eked out my water prudently, though it
him by then as hot as tea and came straight out as sweat . . .

In the late afternoon we were to withdraw to our fort at Dosalli.
'1 ‘Iw n|_ip0Slt€ force had to cross over the valley towards us to get to the
pmul and we had to cover it with brisk fire as it was closely followed.
'l llt‘l! we trudged up the steep road to Dosalli. It had been a blazing
lim ilay during the month of Ramadan when the Scouts were
lm hidden to drink in the daylight hours. They were exhausted and
ll ill rely able to carry our casualties, who must have suffered horribly
lam Stretcher~bearers had to be changed every hundred yards,
tlllll‘t'l'S taking their turn.

'l '| ll '( ll had a rougher time, mainly because the brigade staff did not have
control, and one of its battalions, the 3/7th Rajputs, was a new
l"elix~Williams, anticipating difficulties in communicating with
, attached a Scouts signals terminal to the main column. With it

went the Scouts Medical Officer, George Graham, and a Mess
Vlllll with a camel laden with appropriate provender. The Scouts

Infantry were to act as distant left flank guard, and four infantry
under Victor Wainright as right flank guard, initially piquet-

/-< l mountain — quite unnecessarily, in his opinion, since it was at
two miles from the axis of advance. He viewed with apprehension

ll nl ightly complicated operation with a scratch column. Zcr is a pig of
n l(‘illUI'€, full of great outcrops of rock which make observation diffi-
O ult. Moreover my gasht was to be a mixture of Right and Left Wings
miilcr Subadar Shawal Dad, a tall, scraggy Barak with a great beak of
or nose and both eyes peering out of the same hole. Miry and Kabul
in-koned that his mouth was the most efficient part of his head.

I lowever, one of the platoon commanders was Lal Din, Mohmand, a
self-effacing little man known as ‘Tank’ because of his habit of
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The Frontier Scouts

bullets. Although the Tori Khel Maliks warned that
trouble, and Roy Beatty, acting Assistant Political
Brigadier that tribesmen were buildin san ars Bri ad

going bald-headed at any operation and his apparent in

. . . . g 3 ' 3 eexpect opposition. Wainright’s

orderly, Baz Gul, put a couple of tins of Gold
haversack. When I called him an idiot because I hadnt
months, he said I ’d be glad of them by the evening.

We set off very early to secure Zer before the column
it. The leading platoon as they cleared the crest saw
tribesmen making off in a hurry. They were almost
friendly shepherds would have stayed to chat and delay
were still observing the rule of not firing until fired upon, so
let them go. I reported to brigade, but throughout the
anything out of them was very difficult. In comparison
with whom we usually worked, Tocol seemed a very

Shooting started at about A~—-A [See Map 5], and
lot of automatic and machine-gun fire, and by B—--B the
progress was slowed right down. We were not fired on, and
tribesmen moving in from our side. We skirted to the
Rajput company which did not look too happy, officers
walking about a lot between sections instead of staying
moving fast. As we came down from Zer, the leading
two tribesmen who shot at them, one a huge fellow; they
Mahsuds. Twice I asked brigade for orders, but the only
was ‘get on’ —- nothing sensible like ‘Take over as
‘Continue as flank guard but a little closer in.’ ,

I noticed three or four sangars, C-—C, on the far side of
and roughly at right angles to the column’s axis of advance.
these was holding up the Rajputs who wereivery brave bu
clue and got shot down in clumps, losing all the British
their two forward companies. As we approached the
dropped Shawal Dad with two platoons on the near
covering fire and with the other two, Akoras and Lal
mands, fixed swords and went for the sangars, killing six 0
cannot honestly say I saw any bayonetted, they were
they tried to get away. We caught one Mahsud, took his
dagger and put a rope on him. We had one killed and two
and several near misses, bullet holes through our loose
partog. i

152 .

A Sort of War, 1935-7

Nomi after this the column halted and the Brigadier held what
lI(I now be called an ‘O Group’. It was well past the time for

Iliiig into a perimeter for the night, and I made myself unpopular
Mlylllg so with rather more vehemence than my age and rank
minted. The Brigadier, however, chose to ignore my advice and

I’-RH on to Biche Kashkai in the dark.

‘Iir Mounted Infantry were sent back to Khajuri (George Graham
two sowars leading horses with their dead friends’ bodies tied over
iiiiilille, arms and legs dangling) and the column moved on. at

-Iliiily, with Wainright’s gasht as Advanced Guard, accompanied
Buy Iieatty. (What business the Assistant Political Agent had up in

I IH not quite clear, but as an officer of Hodson’s Horse and the
Iii Scouts as well, he thought it was the right place.) ~

Wr moved in a rather tight diamond formation, Lal Din’s Mohmands
Iemliiig, slowly in the dark. The popular Khassadar, ‘George’, came
Iliiiiiigh from behind, and told us that Razcol had reached Biche
Iiiiiilikai but with many casualties. I believe he was carrying a
Iiim-iiige for Razcol. Personally I always thought him a very suspect
|*lliH ;l(.TlIC1', sucking up to the Razmak garrison and far too matey with
Wii/.irs for a so-called Mahsud.

Iii-tween nine-thirty and ten there was a sudden burst of fire, about
Iliii I v shots, from a bit to the right of our axis of advance close to the
In hank of the Ghuda Tiza Algad just as we were about to cross it.
'I'Ii<- muzzle~flashes were most unpleasant. Baz Gul and I hit the
ilrili, and the Mahsud prisoner broke away and dashed off to the left.
I was carrying an automatic pistol and was so slow in getting off the
iiiih-ly-catch that I missed him. I shouted to Shawal Dad to get the
IIHIII hand platoon on to where the fire came from. No Shawal Dad.
‘I‘|ii~re was some rustling in the thick grass and, thinking it might be
lliv prisoner, I went after it with my pistol, only to encounter Roy
WII Ii his hand full of iron stalking me. By this time the main body had
uiiicd in the shooting from behind us, and I shouted in English,

I II ilu and Pushtu to cease fire and give me a chance to sort things out;
lwlllg the meat in the sandwich wasn’t my idea of fun. Shawal Dad
liiiiied up and told me he had been taking the right hand platoon
liii ward. I didn’t believe him.

Home time after ten o’clock it was decided to camp in the Ghuda
'l'iza area, and I was told to build and occupy two platoon-strength
'ill|llCtS. I built one with the left hand platoon and told Shawal Dad to
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going bald-headed at any operation and his apparent
bullets. Although the Tori Khel Maliks warned that
trouble, and Roy Beatty, acting Assistant Political
Brigadier that tribesmen were building sangars, Brigade
expect opposition. Wainright’s

orderly, Baz Gul, put a couple of tins of Gold
haversack. When I called him an idiot because I hadn't
months, he said I’d be glad of them by the evening.

We set off very early to secure Zer before the column
it. The leading platoon as they cleared the crest saw
tribesmen making off in a hurry. They were almost
friendly shepherds would have stayed to chat and delay
were still observing the rule of not firing until fired upon,
let them go. I reported to brigade, but throughout the
anything out of them was very difficult. In comparison
with whom we usually worked, Tocol seemed a very

Shooting started at about A—-A [See Map 5], and
lot of automatic and machine-gun fire, and by B-B
progress was slowed right down. We were not fired on, and
tribesmen moving in from our side. We skirted to the
Rajput company which did not look too happy, officers
walking about a lot between sections instead of staying
moving fast. As we came down from Zer, the leading
two tribesmen who shot at them, one a huge fellow; they
Mahsuds. Twice I asked brigade for orders, but the only
was ‘get on’ — nothing sensible like ‘Take over as
‘Continue as flank guard but a little closer in.‘

I noticed three or four sangars, C—C, on the far side
and roughly at right angles to the column’s axis of advance
these was holding up the Rajputs who were very brave
clue and got shot down in clumps, losing all the British
their two forward companies. As we approached the
dropped Shawal Dad with two platoons on the near
covering fire and with the other two, Akoras and Lal
mands, fixed swords and went for the sangars, killing six or
cannot honestly say I saw any bayonetted, they were
they tried to get away. We caught one Mahsud, took his
dagger and put a rope on him. We had one killed and two
and several near misses, bullet holes through our loose
partog.

152.

A Sort of War, 1935-7

Hmm after this the column halted and the Brigadier held what
now be called an ‘O Group’. It was well past the time for
into a perimeter for the night, and I made myself unpopular

Imylllg so with rather more vehemence than my age and rank
lJlI1U;’Cl. The Brigadier, however, chose to ignore my advice and

cm to Biche Kashkai in the dark.

Mounted Infantry were sent back to Khajuri (George Graham
lvm suwars leading horses with their dead friends’ bodies tied over
mhlle, arms and legs dangling) and the column moved on at

|_v, with Wainright’s gasht as Advanced Guard, accompanied
{luv lleatty. (What business the Assistant Political Agent had up in

|-. not quite clear, but as an officer of Hodson's Horse and the
Hcouts as well, he thought it was the right place.)

|' moved in a rather tight diamond formation, Lal Din’s Mohmands
, slowly in the dark. The popular Khassadar, ‘George’, came

-ugh from behind, and told us that Razcol had reached Biche
u-dikai but with many casualties. I believe he was carrying a

IHI '|'-.l.gC for Razcol. Personally I always thought him a very suspect
tlminvter, sucking up to the Razmak garrison and far too matey with
Wii/.|rs for a so-called Mahsud.

lh-tween nine-thirty and ten there was a sudden burst of fire, about
Ilm Iv shots, from a bit to the right of our axis of advance close to the
In lmnk of the Ghuda Tiza Algad just as we were about to cross it.
'lln- muzzle-flashes were most unpleasant. Baz Gul and I hit the
0|: I lt, and the Mahsud prisoner broke away and dashed off to the left.
I w.|s carrying an automatic pistol and was so slow in getting off the
nah-Iv-catch that I missed him. I shouted to Shawal Dad to get the
uglil hand platoon on to where the fire came from. No Shawal Dad.
I hi-re was some rustling in the thick grass and, thinking it might be
llw prisoner, I went after it with my pistol, only to encounter Roy
wn ll his hand full of iron stalking me. By this time the main body had
mm-d in the shooting from behind us, and I shouted in English,
l 1| =lu and Pushtu to cease fire and give me a chance to sort things out;
I-mug the meat in the sandwich wasn’t my idea of fun. Shawal Dad
|\ll|lL‘Cl up and told me he had been taking the right hand platoon
Imward. I didn’t believe him.

Home time after ten o’clock it was decided to camp in the Ghuda
'l'u.a area, and I was told to build and occupy two platoon-strength
|||||\|ctS. I built one with the left hand platoon and told Shawal Dad to
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The Frontier Scouts

build the other with the rear platoon. It was slow work in
Lal Din had the forward platoon well sited for all-round def
I told him to wait half an hour and then withdraw with the
platoon to the camp. Some time after midnight I was
the piquets and went back to the camp myself, reporti
Brigade Major who was comfortably tucked into p
sleeping-bag, which I rectified. I then found the Mess
gave me a large slice of ‘plum-cake and a treble whisky-and
said the firing had stampeded a lot of animals into the
including the Brigadier’s own horse.

Light is thrown on the staff-work and signals of this o
fact that when the commander of Razcol wished to inform the
der of Tocol that he had reached Biche Kashkai, he was oblige
word by a Tori Khel Malik. And when the commander of Tocol
to inform the commander of Razcol that he was still well short
Kashkai, he was obliged to send word by the Khassadar,
was stopped by the enemy but talked his way through, ‘Come
chap earn an honest penny.’

Next day Tocol, with loads to collect that had been lost in the
stampede, could not move until mid-morning and reached
Kashkai in the afternoon. As the troops were rationed for onl
days, plans were changed and it was decided that both columns
march to Mir Ali on 27 November.
~ For that move ten platoons of Scouts under Felix-Williams
Advance Guard Mounted Troops, covering a front of 2,500
ahead of the Advanced Guard. He told Wainright, ‘Stay
rearguard until you have extricated the camp piquets and
running until you reach me in front.’

Wainright recalls: '

So we tightened our straps and jogged for about four miles i
Felix talking to Major Fisk of 7th Bengal Mountain Battery.
handed me an enormous flask and, when I spluttered, said,
God, boy, you didn’t think I’d dilute it for a job like this?’ F
me back with three platoons to do laybacks for the left flank
saw one interesting incident. The first wave of a piquet
amptons came off nice and steadily. When the second wave
there was a lot of shooting and one man rolled over and lay still
stretcher-bearers went back for him like rockets, but when
him, booted him to his feet and down the hill. He wasn’t
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A Sort of War, 1935-7

It tiilitened. A little later I was almost knocked over by a terrific kick in
tIii- scat of my partog by George Daman, ‘Stop walking about like a
ljttlltf f--g lamp-post,’ he said. ‘It s cost the taxpayer thousands to
Iimii you!’

I Iii the right flank Wainright’s friend ‘Miry’, the fierce little Iowaki
lltll Subadar Mir Hamza, won a remarkably good IOM by cornering
ii Iiirtified tower and capturing an entire gang of hostiles._ ‘At

Iiaiisliah,’ said Wainright, ‘after it was all over an ammunition
Ii produced more empty cases than rounds fired. Claude Erskine

Vt‘ iiie what I had felt like in the Ghuda Tiza Algad, and I replied,
IIIll("I' frightened and very angry.” He reCI<0Il6d that W35 about
Illllill.‘ d

en Scouts latoons and two troops of MounteIii three days t P_
Qiliiiitry had twenty-six casualties, and won an MC, an IOM and two
It! II\/Is. The two brigades of regular troops had one hundred and seven

Qgiiiiiiliies. It could not really be claimed that the Tori Khel had been
iji_Iit a lesson, but everyone agreed that the Scouts performance had

II lirilliaflt. _ _
I‘lii- enemy were mainly Tori Khel, with a few Madda Khel Wazirs

|iiiI .i stiffening of irreconcilable Mahsuds. The Faqirs propaganda
iihviously successful, and there was every chance of a major

iiiiitii-.r war. Therefore the General Officer Commanding Northern
’iiiiiiiiand assumed control of all military operations, and also political
iiit i ol of Waziristan, with the Resident, Waziristan, as his Chief
iilit Will Officer. Reinforcements were brought in, the Rawalpindi
iiiiiiilc, two light tank companies, and two extra batteries of mountain

Qitilli-ry. The Tori Khel must be punished._ _
Iiiiiiny Gimson was a Captain of the Guides Cayalry, now a Wing

[iiiiiiiiander of the Tochi Scouts, all steel wire and ginger with piercing
laliir i-yes, a bristling moustache and a dangerous temper combined
with rliarm and consideration for others. He returned from home leave
|iiiI iiiarriage just too late for the November fightlltg, and Wmtfi I50 I115
Iitv Hll 1 3 December that the war was_‘diminuendo . Work on the road
Ititii the Khaisora valley, from Khajuri to Biche Kashkai, was progress-
Iiiii iiiider Scouts protection. On 1 6 December he celebrated Id-ul-Fitr,
"IF i-iid of the fast, in an immense feast with the Pathan officers.

'l'ii punish the Tori Khel the troops were burning some villages and
HIIHHUII, watching from the hilltops,.was ‘very sick to see small villages
Mu-i i- I had been hospitably entertained going up in flames. Unfortu-
mtrly the Army do not have to gasht in this country as we have. It will
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build the other with the rear platoon It was slow work in
Lal Din had the forward platoon well sited for all round
I told him to wait half an hour and then withdraw with the
platoon to the camp Some time after midnight I was
the piquets and went back to the camp myself
Brigade Major who was comfortably tucked into
sleeping-bag, which I rectified I then found the Mes
gave me a large slice of plum cake and a treble
said the firing had stampeded a lot of animals into
including the Brigadier s own horse

s

Light is thrown on the staff-work and signals of this
fact that when the commander of Razcol wished to inform the
der of Tocol that he had reached Biche Kashkai, he was
word by a Tori Khel Malik. And when the commander of T
to inform the commander of Razcol that he was still well
Kashkai, he was obliged to send word by the Khassadar,
was stopped by the enemy but talked his way through ‘Come
chap earn an honest penny.’ ’

Next day Tocol, with loads to collect that had been lost in the
stampede, could not move until mid-morning and
Kashkai in the afternoon. As the troops were rationed for
days, plans were changed and it was decided that both
march to Mir Ali on 27 November.
\ For that move ten platoons of Scouts under Felix-Williams
Advance Guard Mounted Troops, covering a front of 2 500
ahead of the Advanced Guard. He told Wainright, ‘Stay
rearguard until you have extricated the camp piquets and
running until you reach me in front.’

Wainright recalls:

S0 we tightened ourstrapls and jogged for about four miles
Felix talking to Ma]or Fisk of 7th Bengal Mountain Battery
handed me an enormous flask and, when I spluttered, said
God, boy, you ait-iiri think rd dilute it for a job like this?‘ '
me back with three platoons to do laybacks for the left flank
saw one interesting incident. The first wave of a piquet
amptons came off nice and steadily. When the second wave
there was a lot of shooting and one man rolled over and lay
stretcher-bearers went back for him like rockets, but when
him, booted him to his feet and down the hill. He wasn't
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l I ipliicned A little later I was almost knocked over by a terrific kick in
thi K at of my partog by George Laman Stop walking about like a
I‘liHt f—g lamp post, he said It s cost the taxpayer thousands to
lluiii you‘

lin llit. right flank Wainright s friend Miry the fierce little jowaki
Hubadar Mir I-Iamza, won a remarkably good IOM by cornering

ll fortified tower and capturing an entire gang of hostiles At
iiiisliah, said Wainright after it was all over an ammunition

It produced more empty cases than rounds fired Claude Erskine
me what I had felt like in the Ghuda Tiza Algad and I replied

frightened and very angry He reckoned that was ab ut

Iii ihree days ten Scouts platoons and two troops of Mounted
iv had twenty-six casualties, and won an MC an IOM and two

I this The two brigades of regular troops had one hundred and seven
lt_b. It could not really be claimed that the Tori Khel had been
ll lesson, but everyone agreed that the Scouts’ performance had

lii‘illl3.t"iI.
l‘lii- enemy were mainly Tori Khel, with a few Madda Khel Wazirs

.i stiffening of irreconcilable Mahsuds. The Faqir’s propaganda
uhviously successful, and there was every chance of a major
lt'f war. Therefore the General Officer Commanding Northern

assumed control of all military operations, and also political
nl of Waziristan, with the Resident, Waziristan, as his Chief
|i'ill Officer. Reinforcements were brought in, the Rawalpindi

i|,i.ulc, two light tank companies, and two extra batteries of mountain
illvry. The Tori Khel must be punished.
Iinimy Gimson was a Captain of the Guides Cavalry, now a Wing

‘mun uinder of the Tochi Scouts, all steel wire and ginger with piercing
eyes, a bristling moustache and a dangerous temper combined
l'lH1l'I'l'1 and consideration for others. He returned from home leave
marriage just too late for the November fighting, and wrote to his

Mir Hll i 3 December that the war was ‘diminuendo'. Work on the road
llic Khaisora valley, from Khajuri to Biche Kashkai, was progress-

liiu under Scouts protection. On i 6 December he celebrated Id»ul-Fitr,
{In l'lI(I of the fast, in an immense feast with the Pathan officers.

I ll punish the Tori Khel the troops were burning some villages and
lluiwuii, watching from the hilltops, was ‘very sick to see small villages
Iliri <- I had been hospitably entertained going up in flames. Unfortu-

the Army do not have to gasht in this country as we have. It will
155



RH

E_E6Q00:
28U5=Omt2_____ wcm_:_%%

hmmpflmwwwmflw
MGNMMMM%M_H£____?

2235%is
2:_’__mg

__
O_w>_w<U5

EM:“WE
;_830:8Q68
*0SO10>OEE:

wH__@_%“"UVkfi%%
___y_w“<
2:“acéwm_____
_

HA__N_M9
%_aEfl_UmD
CO%2\_C_____=

gass
MOaw

;
wMw%_mHF_W_
O>%%_N_H_\_%HOfifi_#H_%Nfl_N

U5~£
_uQ__§EBU2__'_______
Ecm)h“_%WM%m

EWW;
_§2_v;E

EN_£v_
___NEm_:m%__;_"____‘m__
32*

NHm______'Q3HaEm_w_
figgg __N%___m)%nMWwMr_%d

%_%A_wVwv%__%
fi“vmU__W%__’W_M__u>H@O_%_H%W__OH

wigs
E52$5_______,
E

G
___

_______2 as_23

\M”_%%~%K%w%_%__N
%VWH%_%U__*“£'€w£

%_wEH_&
__s_t

“Owcgm2:cafiwnfia
_______

__
___:)_ figEB
2:5;£5“5:00E9%m_u:w£_w_>_mMH&M_fimM~MHwB
_

“QU33
mammug
ggw£U__'__ =Nfig

EEEEOU%Eh<
SHE:

E02
____ESmEN§>

HO_eE8_\_nNU£_On_
_"_%uA*kH%%_MW__w%_%_K

w%__wHmH_%_M%_Wv_¢%N
____

ms;:32:‘
__W£U_5EU:U5

___
_A_‘_gmWCWEED

EUEEMSOE
0%magmam__AN_u__8WU

$0
id

__
_8>OEgg“c%E_u
av“V32

__U%_5O3
EOE____£_%fi£

%___u___
“H

U_

bag
asUUN_%%__mJ_mA_wUVNAAH#

N;_%_O___w2M
c_OHSEEU

Bea___U8_$w_“____
_A_u

NNwwgvm“
$3:

_sg£EBWOE
w%W2ufi_V
HOWMd%MM0MMW_M__wMfiW§£M

__NCO?w_____Sggfi
_“_E2:_

_H“NQ5%§_Q2:“O8%62GOE5___ £OM_*O%\WHQfl'm
w

fi
m%V__w_EO__a

E2Uméawfi
Maggi
Emg,“mg;

_:___AE
‘__

8_;Om
hsiMaw

_2V_ __MfimMMMMMW£cWMm_N%M
EH8:800
EN__E__:V______N
_

infig_g=u_fi
‘=3:20“2:GO

3%8%P53%_HUU__O
m

i
figmH»_W__
____

SOUwOFEOOVN
___S__6_i§££

O=0BEw__
__ |m_‘w*A@__@_\Wv>:HWH“

M_%W£H%_'_?U_Um
29$fie";

_E2__wOm
2:8

Man_U£:_____
_

_
_

__
Q_1:‘

cswEN_w>>
W0_O_::QO__8E_Om

32Magma“Ow
“V3:

QM%mE__
gawk“$3
2“gt92¢:
_2_MEOEU5_£
_u%_5aQM

_
_

__
_D.Z

_ 2;JagEMcg
N__fi3__gN

UM“
__N_v_M_H%W>UH__W_MH_
QCM5_A_e50_a

E322“
up%___5__W__w%H_

UgmQ5
£25E

2
3__ :2:Ewgfi

U>g_2_vH
{OPgit
Q

5
___

gag
P;________aagm
Ea

5:3_N§gv_
Qfig32N

_> U5
“___2‘flag

gem1558Q5hegmvn
UOm§w_a

E;963ks
W

:
NMN;
9_gr___Om
Qgwim

UMGEMN
m“:OQ_£ __flMOm_nmHm_U%%%__V/_H__w

Eswi
5:_N_&
O550%
8SO3_____OP_
>____2__

Kin‘?{$5
\°tomQ

.

©E

ONGO
OHQOQCMU

UHOH3
____U>O

'%=NU__
80:
MN?

___€U
fig2:

98$

E5“N
Ea2%%EQcU
03%_3___EE

UEMWWOQ
as2:

EC:
Eng5%

USNE2:
SE3&5“

_UB__N3MGM“
2_rH__:_aoQ

3:8
:2NE5S8QOOEQ

Qé
figE52E?H5:

__up_B%O
295

“EmgagU25
_U=N_0_:N£
QSEEICB
N2;_gO8_w_m

955502:
W0fijnafi2:
BEaskg:

giacge

via
8cosgg

D>__UWU__
B:FEE

moEtgwH$82:

GMO__8g_a
Nfie

Ew__;__$Eg_
2:OMOH

H<__:_3oQ
“OH33oagz
NHg2_3_____m£

35“
HU:<__U_=N3Q__

WE
EB“ESm

_mv_8w
EaWMCEQOHW

95_msm__O:
MOflag
95_8__a

_H888__w
_wH3_NU3w

58203C0256
£50:
“Ow

Ea%8_
BfigasWM

gs;$3

_¢d::N_'
32:
=0E8

BF_bOOn_
gig%>8_’_
isfig

:2“=005SE
“QC_E
Q2

kg::0
EHQUUHBE
B2asW_N8HmO:¥
2:HHN__N_sAH

SENEE:
“mamlaw

mONmN£U
mam2:
8___~=_EW

_“H6350:
EOEQ5ham5%

3262503
B8Ea%2C_

2:mmeg
mag
gt

gig“W2:
*9£022:BEBQCJ

HVCNWCSEN
figmega‘
Jmgum

“O§_€a
_§_wW<

mU=HmOH_
“O5&5
EBQOUN_‘s>U30£
___€

£332C_
__WU_£
at

E5HO
_O_SCOU$5
weHEUEQHMDUUH

2“figBE

£253"258
Samm_HcUE=HU>Ow

2:
_uOHQUUQN
Nwa
2:
_HCOE8“E

_uU_UCN___
39$_=_Om>N£U£

“COMhebhvgwWW

UGN85“
BFJ:30%“Egg
O“gs:

JUNQE3
U5 figBE
2:w_%___QE

£53
83¢gag‘

8&__:'
=3NheP53\%UEF

A___w:OCU
figfig_mEU_82
30:3

:2:_Esaw
3\€U__a
U5HM

wggmgv
ismWEBgt:9”O5

W0“EU2:hm

_wE_‘__LEOm
EC:

_U:U__a
EMN%£
E3at

NE@2308
EaQEEEU

U5_E_W__
new“eta

£3823_§_&
EQSQmg“
3“tam
E“:N
*0_uBfiw__OUHQCQSV
“E_UCOHm

Nfig“cam_w2__U$v_E_2
NfigQMNE

£03

*0:82:CO
E05
*0Q2NU5;&amE__
NHas__ EaMEEOE

bflgas
3“OH
Hz?QEWSEE
E0:
281

NGS'NaNv
__Eem_8UO2:
HOWE85

Bgzme
<1&3
2:

EaBOmeg
gO£%_3

£30“
$538
2:

fig

£838::
deg

mszwfim

382:6
Erma:5%_2HO_
WE2:

EwcE§>
__8U_>

39*
___NmQQHNQC
Bogsag
N“USN88% DEMOCarr

______ww_w
22©6029;

U:P522$
Us:
M52
N3

3:OU%
g_N§E_m
2?

RH

E_E6Q00:
28U5=Omt2_____ wcm_:_%%

hmmpflmwwwmflw
MGNMMMM%M_H£____?

2235%is
2:_’__mg

__
O_w>_w<U5

EM:“WE
;_830:8Q68
*0SO10>OEE:

wH__@_%“"UVkfi%%
___y_w“<
2:“acéwm_____
_

HA__N_M9
%_aEfl_UmD
CO%2\_C_____=

gass
MOaw

;
wMw%_mHF_W_
O>%%_N_H_\_%HOfifi_#H_%Nfl_N

U5~£
_uQ__§EBU2__'_______
Ecm)h“_%WM%m

EWW;
_§2_v;E

EN_£v_
___NEm_:m%__;_"____‘m__
32*

NHm______'Q3HaEm_w_
figgg __N%___m)%nMWwMr_%d

%_%A_wVwv%__%
fi“vmU__W%__’W_M__u>H@O_%_H%W__OH

wigs
E52$5_______,
E

G
___

_______2 as_23

\M”_%%~%K%w%_%__N
%VWH%_%U__*“£'€w£

%_wEH_&
__s_t

“Owcgm2:cafiwnfia
_______

__
___:)_ figEB
2:5;£5“5:00E9%m_u:w£_w_>_mMH&M_fimM~MHwB
_

“QU33
mammug
ggw£U__'__ =Nfig

EEEEOU%Eh<
SHE:

E02
____ESmEN§>

HO_eE8_\_nNU£_On_
_"_%uA*kH%%_MW__w%_%_K

w%__wHmH_%_M%_Wv_¢%N
____

ms;:32:‘
__W£U_5EU:U5

___
_A_‘_gmWCWEED

EUEEMSOE
0%magmam__AN_u__8WU

$0
id

__
_8>OEgg“c%E_u
av“V32

__U%_5O3
EOE____£_%fi£

%___u___
“H

U_

bag
asUUN_%%__mJ_mA_wUVNAAH#

N;_%_O___w2M
c_OHSEEU

Bea___U8_$w_“____
_A_u

NNwwgvm“
$3:

_sg£EBWOE
w%W2ufi_V
HOWMd%MM0MMW_M__wMfiW§£M

__NCO?w_____Sggfi
_“_E2:_

_H“NQ5%§_Q2:“O8%62GOE5___ £OM_*O%\WHQfl'm
w

fi
m%V__w_EO__a

E2Uméawfi
Maggi
Emg,“mg;

_:___AE
‘__

8_;Om
hsiMaw

_2V_ __MfimMMMMMW£cWMm_N%M
EH8:800
EN__E__:V______N
_

infig_g=u_fi
‘=3:20“2:GO

3%8%P53%_HUU__O
m

i
figmH»_W__
____

SOUwOFEOOVN
___S__6_i§££

O=0BEw__
__ |m_‘w*A@__@_\Wv>:HWH“

M_%W£H%_'_?U_Um
29$fie";

_E2__wOm
2:8

Man_U£:_____
_

_
_

__
Q_1:‘

cswEN_w>>
W0_O_::QO__8E_Om

32Magma“Ow
“V3:

QM%mE__
gawk“$3
2“gt92¢:
_2_MEOEU5_£
_u%_5aQM

_
_

__
_D.Z

_ 2;JagEMcg
N__fi3__gN

UM“
__N_v_M_H%W>UH__W_MH_
QCM5_A_e50_a

E322“
up%___5__W__w%H_

UgmQ5
£25E

2
3__ :2:Ewgfi

U>g_2_vH
{OPgit
Q

5
___

gag
P;________aagm
Ea

5:3_N§gv_
Qfig32N

_> U5
“___2‘flag

gem1558Q5hegmvn
UOm§w_a

E;963ks
W

:
NMN;
9_gr___Om
Qgwim

UMGEMN
m“:OQ_£ __flMOm_nmHm_U%%%__V/_H__w

Eswi
5:_N_&
O550%
8SO3_____OP_
>____2__

Kin‘?{$5
\°tomQ

.

©E

ONGO
OHQOQCMU

UHOH3
____U>O

'%=NU__
80:
MN?

___€U
fig2:

98$

E5“N
Ea2%%EQcU
03%_3___EE

UEMWWOQ
as2:

EC:
Eng5%

USNE2:
SE3&5“

_UB__N3MGM“
2_rH__:_aoQ

3:8
:2NE5S8QOOEQ

Qé
figE52E?H5:

__up_B%O
295

“EmgagU25
_U=N_0_:N£
QSEEICB
N2;_gO8_w_m

955502:
W0fijnafi2:
BEaskg:

giacge

via
8cosgg

D>__UWU__
B:FEE

moEtgwH$82:

GMO__8g_a
Nfie

Ew__;__$Eg_
2:OMOH

H<__:_3oQ
“OH33oagz
NHg2_3_____m£

35“
HU:<__U_=N3Q__

WE
EB“ESm

_mv_8w
EaWMCEQOHW

95_msm__O:
MOflag
95_8__a

_H888__w
_wH3_NU3w

58203C0256
£50:
“Ow

Ea%8_
BfigasWM

gs;$3

_¢d::N_'
32:
=0E8

BF_bOOn_
gig%>8_’_
isfig

:2“=005SE
“QC_E
Q2

kg::0
EHQUUHBE
B2asW_N8HmO:¥
2:HHN__N_sAH

SENEE:
“mamlaw

mONmN£U
mam2:
8___~=_EW

_“H6350:
EOEQ5ham5%

3262503
B8Ea%2C_

2:mmeg
mag
gt

gig“W2:
*9£022:BEBQCJ

HVCNWCSEN
figmega‘
Jmgum

“O§_€a
_§_wW<

mU=HmOH_
“O5&5
EBQOUN_‘s>U30£
___€

£332C_
__WU_£
at

E5HO
_O_SCOU$5
weHEUEQHMDUUH

2“figBE

£253"258
Samm_HcUE=HU>Ow

2:
_uOHQUUQN
Nwa
2:
_HCOE8“E

_uU_UCN___
39$_=_Om>N£U£

“COMhebhvgwWW

UGN85“
BFJ:30%“Egg
O“gs:

JUNQE3
U5 figBE
2:w_%___QE

£53
83¢gag‘

8&__:'
=3NheP53\%UEF

A___w:OCU
figfig_mEU_82
30:3

:2:_Esaw
3\€U__a
U5HM

wggmgv
ismWEBgt:9”O5

W0“EU2:hm

_wE_‘__LEOm
EC:

_U:U__a
EMN%£
E3at

NE@2308
EaQEEEU

U5_E_W__
new“eta

£3823_§_&
EQSQmg“
3“tam
E“:N
*0_uBfiw__OUHQCQSV
“E_UCOHm

Nfig“cam_w2__U$v_E_2
NfigQMNE

£03

*0:82:CO
E05
*0Q2NU5;&amE__
NHas__ EaMEEOE

bflgas
3“OH
Hz?QEWSEE
E0:
281

NGS'NaNv
__Eem_8UO2:
HOWE85

Bgzme
<1&3
2:

EaBOmeg
gO£%_3

£30“
$538
2:

fig

£838::
deg

mszwfim

382:6
Erma:5%_2HO_
WE2:

EwcE§>
__8U_>

39*
___NmQQHNQC
Bogsag
N“USN88% DEMOCarr

______ww_w
22©6029;

U:P522$
Us:
M52
N3

3:OU%
g_N§E_m
2?

ii-

I

II
i

"M

I
I
I

I

I

I
I

iii.M.__>a=M_

 %

The Frontier Scouts 1

be a long time before we are welcome here again. ’ Then came
sports and a chikor shoot near Dosalli t.

posVictor Wainright spent a lonely but restful Christmas
Kashkai camp, three weeks

with the culverts down, telephone wires cut and the wire
bli k. A - 'n rest cure except for the occasional daz-maz [
plane from Miranshah used to fly over every morning a clj nmail, a newspaper, and a loaf of bread on the sort f

oboys make with a handkerchief, string and a stone. My
din ' ' "ner consisted of a light snack of paté de foie gras,
whitebait, turkey and ham, and Christmas pud dropped in a
tins sent by a girl friend from Fortnums.

By the end of the year the Tori Khel, disgusted at the paucit of
given by their fellow Moslems, had had enough. The w y

y eresfor a full Jirga to discuss peace terms includin th fi
, g e ne theyand sent back home to think about it. The rifles and hostages

fas surety or good behaviour were handed in, and on II Jan
the Jirga accepted the Government’s peace terms, which incl

ufine and the requirement that they control o l '
r expe the FaqirThere was still, however, a constant influx of hostiles f

Af h ' ‘g an province of Khost, Tannis and Zadrans and
knew like the backs of their hands the paths across th

e IThey had to be stopped, lest they stir up more trouble. It will
similar to the SWS chapaos for gangs raiding into Derajat, I
the Khostwals had to be intercepted on their way in, not like the
on their way out, heavy with booty The cold on these] u

- anwas arctic, as men had to keep still for hours. Gimson wore
four sweate '_ rs, greatcoat, pants, two pairs of trousers, two
stockings and socks.

But he had his reward. After three failures he set h
, a c apao tw0west of Dosalli. ‘At 1030 the lashkarwals lit fires a quarter of a

theeast.I trtd f 's a e of with the reserve platoon to stalk
meanwhile they ran into the ambush of the other two platoons.
was a ten-minute battle, and three Madda Khel w

ere captured}next night he tried with five platoons four and a half miles
Dosalli. Th ' 'e gang walked straight into them and they held
until the last possible minute. ‘Two enemy dead and a third
dead the next day.’

‘War now really over,’ wrote Gi

ary

mson to his wife on 20 Ian

I 56

A Sort of War, 1935-7

I tlt recruits out to scour the plain for bustard and played in a polo
ll, licouts against Brigade HQ. There was a N Péomotiqig

tar, and practice began for the annual‘Scouts splprftisf g lngsvgld
lllllltl and occupy a new fort at ‘Kh3lS0f3_, wit tyb app?“ their

oi to help with the skilled ]0bS. The ‘T01’! Khel hfiive £0111? be no
Illt‘H back,’ he wrote on 31 I311113135 §° them “II llzriilsl lyk The
01 trouble.’ He actually had a meal with a_Tori Khe ai . na
ll of I pi, persuaded by the Tori Khel Maliks that le E»/£1; Peritgan
gmia, departed for pastures new. Political contrq) ok t aziimal
Iiiiiided back to the Resident. Things were getténgi fgl t<;111v<:/aziri-_

in tl1lyS later, on 6 February, CKPWIB Kfiogh ° t 6 oi dh nd
iIt‘t)l.lIlS and his orderly were shot dead on the road near a 21,3

H". fullovvjng day occurred the murder of Captain Roy Beatty, y 11
Iilii Khel gang near Boya, to which reference has already been

, . - - - ' f support fromI lit‘ l‘aqlI‘ was in business again. He had promises o _ h
wiiil tribes on both sides of the Durand Line. Early in_MafrE:in@
H‘tl 11 decree calling upon all Khassadars to desert, on pillm gal ag
ii-il Moslem funerigl; rites. ‘I<h&S1i?Id3fhS1;lb€;)(i~:i1'Si:g:i fwe Ve 355
,.. d,’ 1; ' son0n3 fl1'0 7 3 _'

tliihibgfirlI\/"I3.I‘Cl"lvlII(l)1(: neliivxly-arrived (Abbottabad) brigade had hfiilvy
iiilt ies, two British officers, two Gurkha oflficegsand t1h‘ir?tghCt}:;'Ov::
“II ““‘ed’ fortylfour inorc wimnded. Next fly’ Hills: bgdies of five
'““'“e O‘ y"S“.‘r.dayS fightmg‘ We bmug tlindes The war was

Iiiilihas, ammunition, stores and four enemy 0 1 {W _riStan_
“tier all, over. The GOC resumed political contro 0 i:1Zl d ali

'|'ochi Scouts and SWS were placed under Army comman , an
i-i- was stopped. -

- ' ' from these unseemlyIiiiil withdrawn the skirts of their garments _ h 1
glint iirbances. A few hard men had gonenorth, but the tribe as a w o e

I I| I,ieoiaiiied neutral. Their Khassadars actually shot up fellow-Mahsuds (I I
whoiii they found cutting telephone wires, and put up fl g00d_ fight
QQHIIISI a Powindah lashkar which was up to no gogd. Tllqlfii Pqwgvlglfilgg
lflflltllill", half-Suliman Khel and half‘-I_(‘har0t, led Yg _ gm run for
Iiit Iivr had been killed by the Zhob Militia, gave Wat? "Sat Pfawana at
its money on 17 llielkrpalry i%37;iabout twenty-two mi es wes o
ttho Sar, near t e g an or er. ‘

/\l first light the Advanced Guard had moved out;;gLan’(IiP» flgggwgi
Iiy I he main body, while four infantry platoons of S Hr; gfv gm
Ilolicrtson and one troop Mounted Infantry Under Ra P mm 3
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The Frontier Scouts

be a long time before we are welcome here again Then
sports and a chikor shoot near Dosalli post came

Victor Wainright S [ | 1 b
Kashkai camp, three vlvlzgksa one Y ut restful Christmas

bl Ink A rest cure except for the occasional da
pl8!}8 from Miranshah used to fly over every mjrfiriifg
mai , a newspaper, and a loaf of bread on the sort of

°Ys make with a handkerchief, string and a stone M
dinner consisted of a light snack of t d
whitebait, turkey and ham and Cl’ll‘lSi‘.bl'l('zlafi, Pfififograx

‘Itins sent by a girl friend from F0l"[IILl[n5

with the culverts down telephone wires cut and the

Y

B)’ the end of the year the Tori Khel dis sted tthb h 8"" R e paucity ofgivenf lylrt eir fellow Moslems, had had enough They werg
of R I-I Jirga to discuss

and sent back home to Il1ll:I‘i§a;:Et‘ll:1Il'iiS"_ll‘Il]1(t:3]l'lll:llt:l§g tlitlc fine they
as 5'-mitl’ for 800d bCh3\"10LlI' were handed in ziiild on rthe i ’ Ifine] rg: agcepted the Government s peace terms, Whlch

an ITh e requirement that they control or expel the Faqir
ere was still however a constant influx of host]

' 1Afghan province of Khost, Tannis and Zadrans and es
k lTILE: £153 iheblgacks of their hands the paths across the

Y 0 sto d, l h
similar to the SWS Idhipaogsfhi ginzghiliiiglorc mglble It
the Khostwals had to be intercepted on lIl'1C1fg mm cralatl
on their way out, heavy with boot . Th Iwa)’ in, not like the
was arctic h y e C0 d on these Januaryf » 35 men ad to keep still for hours. Gimson wore
our sweaters greatcoat, ants two 'stockings andgocks‘ P , pairs of trousers, two

But he had his reward After three failure h
ID .. , ' _ _$, e set a chapaoi-Zest 0 osalli At 1030 the lashkarvvals lit fires a quarter of a

t e ea t. I ‘5 _ started off with the reserve platoon to stalk
meanwhlle they "1" Into the ambush of the othe t 1
was a ten-minute battle, and three Madda Khelrwvi:-) P at

r ' h h " ' ° .Bex qthe tried with five platoons four and a half miles
O?“ ' e gang walked straight into them and they held

l ' ' t22;; :2: .
War now really over,’ wrote Gimson to his wife Q1] 2Q

OOH!

I

A Sort of War, 1935-7

liltv recruits out to scour the plain for bustard and played in a polo
‘wt outs against Brigade HQ There was a NCOs Promotion
iiid practice began for the annual Scouts sports His Wing were

lmiltl and occupy a new fort at Khaisora, with fifty Sappers and
In help with the skilled gobs The Tori Khel have brought their
back he wrote on 31 Ianuary, so there will probably be no

imuble He actually had a meal with a Tori Khel Malik The
of Ipi, persuaded by the Tori Khel Maliks that he was persona

gram, departed for pastures new Political control of Waziristan
liiuided back to the Resident Things were getting back to normal

In ll iys later, on 6 February Captain Keogh of the South Waziri
‘It outs and l"llS orderly were shot dead on the road near Ladha, and

flu following day occurred the murder of Captain Roy Beatty by a
lxhel gang near Boya, to which reference has already been

I In I aqir was in business again He had promises of support from
ill tribes on both sides of the Durand Line Early in March he

i decree calling upon all Khassadars to desert, on pain of being
Moslem funeral rites Khassadar Subadar and twelve Khassa-

tit serted, wrote Gimson on 3 March, a bad sign
llii g March the newly arrived (Abbottabad) brigade had heavy

ILS, two British officers, two Gurkha officers and thirty Gurkhas
killed forty-four more wounded Next day Gimson gashted over

lit ine of yesterdays fighting We brought in the bodies of five
lihis, ammunition, stores and four enemy bodies The war was
iltcr all, over The GOC resumed political control of Waziristan ,

I nchi Scouts and SWS were placed under Army command, and all
was stopped.

Mi-iinwhile the Mahsuds, never on cordial terms with the Tori Khel,
withdrawn the skirts of their garments from these unseemly

s. A few hard men had gone north, but the tribe as a whole
neutral. Their Khassadars actually shot up fellow-Mahsuds

wlimii they found cutting telephone wires, and put up a good fight
qpuiist a Powindah lashkar which was up to no good. This Powindah
lg-lihiir, half-Suliman Khel and half-Kharot, led by a Kharot whose
In llt‘l' had been killed by the Zhob Militia, gave Wana brigade a run for
in money on 17 February I937, about twenty-two miles west of Wana at
lllm Sar, near the Afghan border.

M first light the Advanced Guard had moved out of camp, followed
In, ilie main body, while four infantry platoons of SWS under Douglas
ltiilii-rtson and one troop Mounted Infantry under Ralph Venning
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2:The Frontier Scouts

add‘? l‘ieat'g‘~131'd mounted troops. When hundreds of
an o owers were jammed tight trying to get out of the
follow the main body to the north east, the enemy suddenly
heavy fire on them from the high ground along the Afghan
whole lot stampeded, bolting not north-eastward alon the
route, but to the south east where IIl'1€\ would have rig g
Scouts infantry platoon manned the perimeter wall and
Enemy ,lRisa}qlar,Gulab of the Mounted Infantry said to V
now w at t ey ll do next, Sahib? They’ll get on to that hill to

and cut off the transport and followers.’ Venning gave the
mount and feeling painfully conspicuous on the only grey
the Mounted Infantry at a gallop for that hill dismounted at the
and faced UP to the Ii0Q,.arriving there just before the enemy
Lowis, the Assistant Political Agent, with the SWS infantry and
clglrs helped round up the ‘animals and sort out the confusion,
ri es and much ammunition were lost.

‘Two battalions up from India were awful,’ he wrote. ‘Four
Qt SWS, With MI, were superb and did most of the rearguard
guards, losing two killed, a horse and a sowar wounded.’
sniped all day, and Venning on his grey horse was glad to {egg

A grand ]irga of the Dre Mahsud was called at Sararogha on 8
under the walls of the fort, covered by machine-guns to
Governments decision on a fine on the whole tribe for the m
Captain Keogh in Mahsud tribal limits. The Political
‘Barnie’ Barnes, than whom there was no better man at
difficult Iirga. He understood well that it was no good issuing
a Jirga: they would just walk out on you; they had in bg
agreement. Barnes was convincing in English: ‘Well in
better still,’ wrote Lowis. ‘He puts the most difficult’thin 9,
such a way that the ]irga can do nothing but agree. I’m inigingd
angry, which gets one nowhere.’ Barnes, sitting at ease (one
address a Iirga standing), started off by warning the tribe
must control their troublemakers. This was ill-received. There

stayed to see the transport and followers safely on their way,
H11 I

(

h

°t I1¢¢kIII1g, ‘That’s not our job, it’s yours . . . That’s what you
Qfor. You’re the Political Agent aren’t you?’ A fellow with a voic

bull bawled out, ‘You’re the Political Agent. Haven’t you ot an
It was a bitterly cold day. Barnes thrust his hands intgo hisy
pockets, groped about and shouted back, ‘Well, I thought I had
so bloody cold that now I’m not so sure. ’ It brought the house ’
Mahsuds rocking with laughter, and the atmosphere at once
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the
It‘ RAF disclosed nothing suspicious; but the convoy commander, as
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lhr i-iid they agreed to pay 75,000 rupees for Keogh’s murder, to

I
I

I

I

I Illt? Faqir should he enter Mahsud territory, and to control their
hli-iiiakers assurances which they more or less honoured.
nihl it be that the Mahsud had changed his spots? No, it could not.

Int is the greatest advantage the Government forces now enjoyedl
B t I Government forces' aWazirlashkarniotor transport. ( ut no on y .

' ' corted bInoiight to the front in hired buses.) Motor convoys es y
tinted cars seemed so secure that the roads were not usually
It‘It‘(l for their passage, except by Khassadars.
I tlilyDI'€3.l( on 9 April 1937, a routine convoy of forty-nine lorries. . . . . d
two private cars left Manzai for Wana. It carried military an
Itlll loads, leave details rejoining their units, and some officers

I in r from a language examination. It was escorted by four arm-In l g
eil i-ars, distributed at equal lengths from front to rear of the convoy.
H‘ was also an infantry escort of fifty-one with two light machine-

iiiid most of the leave details were armed. The convoy- and the
b h e erienced and the convoy seemedtIIt‘.()ITlITl3.I1Cl€l'SVV€l'C ot very xp ,

I loiind and secure. There had been reports of a hostile named
int Khel in the vicinity and of tribesmen ‘apparently engaged in a
lt"ill exercise’ in the Shahur Tangi. Unfortunately no one put two
two together, except the Political Agent and the SWS Comman—

I Major Skrine, who drove seventy miles to Waziristan District
iiilijiiarters to advise against running the convoy that day.
l'l - Sh hur Tan ' on the Manzai-Wana road, was a notorious placeit I 3 gl,
IllIll)USh€S in the days of animal transport. It is a defile three miles

formed by the Shahur nullah, generally dry or a mere trickle,
nii between steep rocky hills. The road runs, with three sharpI-I

iilii, along the north side of the defile, above the nullah bed, and forb dItll two miles the defile is very narrow with steep slopes a ove an
ow the road, which is not wide enough to turn a vehicle except with

I forwarding and reversing. On either side of the nullah areit i
niiierable boulders, caves and catchment-drains from which it isT

v to enfilade, at point-blank range, stretches of road up which iorries
crawl in low gear. There were stone-built posts at Chagmalai and

itoi, bottom and top of the Tangi, but these had been evacuated in. g . . h b
i comfortable circumstances of the 1930s. An early morning flig t y

he defile from the Chagmalai end, noticed with surprise thatlie entered t
their were no Khassadars there either. (See Map 6, p. 160.). . _ h. d

/‘ti a quarter to eight, when the leading armoured car was two t ir s
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The Fmntier Scouts

stayed to see the transport and followers safely on their
acid? llietmguard mounted troops. When hundreds of
an o owers were jammed tight trying to get out of the
follow the main body to the north-east, the enemy suddenl
heavy fire on them from the high ground along the Afghan
whole lot stampeded, bolting not north-eastward alon the
route, but to the south-east where thB\ would have no g
Scouts infantry platoon manned the ‘perimeter wall and
enemy; Risadar Gulab of the Mounted Infantry said to V
know what they’ll do next, Sahib? They'll get on to that hi“
and cut off the transport and followers.’ Venning gave the
pant;/gt and (feeling painfully conspicuous on the only grey

:21 ouiglted Infantry at a gallop for that hill, dismounted at
in F366 “P t_° the t°Ri_arrivmg there ]USlI before the
d Owllj, the Assistant PoliticalAgent, with the SWS

_ars elped round up theanimals and sort out the confusion,
rifles and much ammunition were lost.

‘Two battalions up from I d' f l ’ h =
of SW5. with MI. were superfblailnldedizdailiiolitlof fl1:qi:::i:gifiii'Ldr
guards, losing two killed, a horse and a sowar wounded
$mP°d all diiyi and Vennmg on his grey horse was glad to

A grand jirga of the Dré M.ahsud was called at Sararogha on
under the walls of the fort, covered by machine-guns to
Government’s decision on a fine on the whole tribe for the
‘Ci-lptain Keogh in Mahsud tribal limits. The Political
dB?gI‘lli Barnes, than whom there was no better man at

i _ cu t Jirga. He understood well that it was no good issuing
a Jirga: they would yust walk out on you; they had to be
agreement. Barnes was convincing in English: ‘Well in
better still,’ wrote Lowis. ‘He puts the most difficult’
such a way that the Iirga can do nothing but agree. l’m
angfyi which gets one nowhere.’ Bames, sitting at ease (one
address a -llrga §tandlng)) Started off by warning the tribe
must control their troublemakers. This was ill-received. There
of hecklipg, ‘That’s not our job, it's yours . . . That’s what
for. You re the Political Agent aren’t you?’ A fellow with a voice
bull bawled out, ‘You’re the Political Agent. Haven't ou Qt
It was a bitterly cold day. Barnes thrust his hand: iritgo his
pockets, groped about and shouted back, ‘Well, I 1 I 113‘-1
Sh; blloogy coldthat now I'm not so sure.’ It brought the

a su s rocking with laughter, and the atmosphere at once
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llir i-nd they agreed to pay 75,000 rupees for Keogh's murder, to
llu Faqir should he enter Mahsud territory, and to control their

assurances which they more or less honoured.
‘milil it be that the Mahsud had changed his spots? No, it could not.

the greatest advantage the Government forces now enjoyed
motor transport. (But not only Government forces: a Wazir lashkar
lmiught to the front in hired buses.) Motor convoys escorted by

rd cars seemed so secure that the roads were not usually
for their passage, except by Khassadars.

ll ivbrealt on 9 April I937, a routine convoy of forty-nine lorries
um private cars left Manzai for Wana. It carried military and

loads, leave details rejoining their units, and some officers
mug from a language examination. It was escorted by four arm»

i .irs, distributed at equal lengths from front to rear of the convoy.
was also an infantry escort of fifty-one with two light machine-
ind most of the leave details were armed. The convoy» and the

t 1 omrnanclcrs were both very experienced, and the convoy seemed
lound and secure. There had been reports of a hostile named

libel in the vicinity and of tribesmen ‘apparently engaged in a
il exercise’ in the Shahur Tangi. Unfortunately no one put two

two together, except the Political Agent and the SWS Comman-
Major Skrine, who drove seventy miles to Waziristan District

to advise against running the convoy that days .
'l 'lu- Shahur Tangi, on the Manzai-Wana road, was a notorious place
amhushes in the days of animal transport. lt is a defile three miles

lormed by the Shahur nullah, generally dry or a mere trickle,
between steep rocky hills. The road runs, with three sharp

along the north side of the defile, above the nullah bed, and for
two miles the defile is very narrow with steep slopes above and
the road, which is not wide enough to turn a vehicle except with
forwarding and reversing. On either side of the nullah are

boulders, caves and catchment-drains from which it is
lo enfilade, at point-blank range, stretches of road up which lorries
t rawl in low gear. There were stone-built posts at Chagmalai and

bottom and top of the Tangi, but these had been evacuated in
I umfortable circumstances of the 1930s. An early morning flight by
RAF disclosed nothing suspicious; but the convoy commander, as

the defile from the Chagmalai end, noticed with surprise that
1- were no Khassadars there either. (See Map 6, p. 160.)

/\l a quarter to eight, when the leading armoured car was two-thirds
159
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6 Shahur Tangi Action
9-10 April 1936

"M vi I-‘flnvw Lending Armoured Car
:l"¢-i "WM by 2 lflrnn and Armoured ( ar High ground‘

C RUH) N! of om-oy ear of Armoured (ar
Fl F1 7'9""-'0<l'IIP|rd by xiiaai-am Mm‘ by SCGIMI

Pom! arraigned by (‘ilulnilnn I gum
G; Foini ncrupéed by Roberson‘; !¢|>M
Li-I-2 "PU 9}‘ =MflI_v lgdinsl Witruckk “.1141
H F"""'" P°f"' ""¢"INl fly Wi-‘reef: gush!

0 1 mile Pi
l—i-i--I G1 3040;,

f ,_ G,L_\__//l¥\\J
'. 7 .

SP1‘ , ~|;'.:i. l'era Shah— Piquetg

Sarwekai fljrn

F1 High ground’

gfiaivlinway thhrough, the rear well inside the Tangi and
1 8 "P 1 €_ steepest part, intense fire was Opened
ength and continued for about fifteen minutes Nearly all

sitting beside the drwers or in the two private Ca,-5
wounded in the first minutes. Many of the escort were shot
fplpcld illpw:from the lorries, and many driyei-5 killed

lorries, jammeizl to1g!:t)iidi' Qiiizi/iii noihreadlly be
The Mahsuds knew their job. Theirossositidggdwmaclea
maximum elevation of the armoured cars? machine- ere Just
were pinned down in the ditches beside the road guns.
cowering from the tribesmen’s soft-nosed bullets Thus in
iglflffi was a sort of stalemate and a Medical Officer,

urrani, himself a Pathan, heroically walked towards the
ll' ' - is
Lieutenant Hopkinson in the leadiny _ garmoured ear

out of the Tangi with the three leading lorries, one
wounded. He sent them on, and returned to 've wh t h I
The other three armoured cars, spaced at intglrvals da cg
were all immobilised by stranded lorries but able to ugem t 6

A Sort ofWa , 1935-7

In I (H er the road except at one point where it was defiladed and
ml» mien came in with knives, mutilating and finishing off the

officers and several others
iu irest Scouts were on a road protection gasht from Sarwekai

|IIllll|I Mounted Infantry and four platoons under Captain Cheese
M 7.55 they heard firing and marched to the sound of the guns.

l.nw|.~i, the Assistant Political Agent, was at Splitoi before them,
1 lorry-lOfl(l of Maliks and Khassadars from Wana, where he had
l|u' news by wireless. He put the Khassadars into two permanent

posts (Fr and F2, see Map 5) without opposition, climbed over
mill ul the fort, opened the gate and found the telephone working,
llllr miraculously uncut. He was thus able to establish communica-
wilh jandola. (Throughout, this was a soldiers’ battle, everyone

||u- hest he could with very little central direction since the Scouts
\\'i'sl and east were separated by the full length of the Tangi, and
llI|It'l\lIS of Scouts, armoured cars and Khassadars arrived

.il at the scene of action.) Cheeseman and his Sarwekai gasht
ihout mid-day taking over Splitoi post and the piquets from the

In the same day the Jandola and Sararogha garrisons were changing
, illlll when the news arrived, only three platoons were in Iandola.

they had just marched in from Sararogha, they piled into
with Major Skrine and Lieutenant Wilcock and drove at top

In (Thagmalai. They debussed and, following the first principle of
-l1ll warfare, made straight for the high ground north of the
with orders from Skrine to try to link up with the Scouts from

and to prevent tribesmen streaming down from the north to
Ill the battle. A plane arrived to support them but, with one bullet

|\t'll’()l tank and another in the pilot’s ankle, it had to force-land on
Hliltl, crumpling a wing against the only tree for miles. Other planes,

\'('1', gave some support during the day and at least encouraged the
H\'n|'s of the convoy.
Mi-.i|icing towards the highest peak (Li), about two miles west of

Wilcock's three platoons came under very heavy fire from
ll out and right flanks and were in danger of being cut off by

hastening towards the Tangi. Regulars from Manzai arrived
l'li.igmalai, including an officer senior to Skrine who assumed

, and decided that Wilcock’s platoon must be withdrawn. The
iiwal was closely followed up by overwhelming numbers of

and Wilcock was shot in the shoulder.
'l'||i- rear platoon was commanded by I-Iavildar Multan, Sipah Afridi.
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gr“The Frontier Scouts

which their fellow-M h d '
thirteen more lorries oiit lTliis“\:w2:ih€ewKl1Iiiswas flig“
unexpected end to the front of the co ’ Sa ars nest

As it rd k nvoy S long °'deal'bu go _ ar , the enemy made repeated efforts to rush
t except in two places were beaten off b fi f

and survivors of the escort who were coll y fie‘ mm the
each armoured car. At the same time Sgbiiir lfmo Sngalll.
take out the wounded and ext ' S I-Om p ithelped by the fact th t ricatemore lorries, an
ability, as indeed We; I:1}?;1)(’j:il7‘?;':SCl‘\;l[llll8H vehicles of

advanced along the ridges and into fh Ten it first light
had flitted. The last vehicles were rem e daggli they found
hours after the ambush. The convo 1 ove urmg. the .
seven officers. The SWS had seveii liiiilgtsi vzieIdetmnet¥{“imn'e'
The enemy, initial] 1 b ' - - n “lo 0 C?“
over three hundred? l(Z)l;ty32ll)0(lilLtltS§)l{%fl3](:I)i iiiieiimegstmg dunllg
It was evident th r an wemy'S'x
Problems. a motor t1'an$P01't had not solved all

After this episode Konia Khel became Public E Nnemy um
South Waziristan in disr 'e ute ' - - .to be drawn im0,the T01-Ii)I<h€é;:Efl‘;Igrh1i(;WI:lt?bCkWhlChhd1d

M l'k ' - - . ' WIS 0° "P t T98a 1 S in 3 Plane $0 try to identify l11S house.

OI

At first they were -glum and al
someone spotted it, and from Ifiiiesii ii:k{hThen there wag
Picture the cabin, not very large With threeitfifishwegt with I» a su s,and I boundin b t d - - ,photographs. 8 a ou an two British Other Ranks trying

B t h h . _
homtie. W ent 6 S°°“‘s “’°"‘ ‘° Call on him, Konia Khel

An attempt was made to take h' P -
with tw -lb b - 'm °“‘ by b°"‘b1"g~ A Pround o zfio ombs, crash landed on the steeply sloping
g at adha and ended up nose-down ' h ‘
bombs fortunately unexploded Because lIiJtdiP¢F1m¢tBr
blown- b ‘d ~ ' . 3 fl was cutup r1 ges and mined roads, the pilot and 811'-gunner
Venning’s involuntary guests for
a most effective trainer of 1st Wigiglfdioiivlfzillisti Corporal Power

- eam.Koma Khel was next °_ seen -
Pettigrew and the SWS Subadlzii Liilisgglzlficted circumjtancea,
tewparty in the Port. 1 A , _ were invite to a

’ I ‘ca gem sgarden "1 Tflflk, for Barnie
164

AS011 of War, 1935-7

|lP|u|I‘lU1'€. ‘Who’, wrote Olaf Caroe, ‘does not remember those
ll tea-parties when men who have made your life a burden for

lm and years all at once come round with fervent hand-clasps and,
lg you God-speed -- could it be with a tear in the eye? - make you

lwlivve that the burden was worth carrying?’ There were about
Maliks, senior Khassadars and Scouts present, including some
lmuwn hostiles who, as was customary, had come in under safe-
ml. Suddenly the Subadar Major leaned close to Pettigrew and
med, ‘Look, Sahib, at the next table, the tall man “with a black

ll I 1 ‘s Konia Khel!’ The worst cut-throat in Waziristan was placidly
mg sweet biscuits and sipping tea in the Political Agent’s garden,

at tly safe until he re-crossed the border into Tribal Territory.
hr Resident, Waziristan, at that time was Johnny Johnson, the
vnlry trooper and former Commandant of the SWS. He adopted a

|ummgly ‘Political’ bias: the tribesmen were never in the wrong,
llfl and Army always at fault. Lowis wrote that, ‘]ohnson’s con-
mon [sic] of responsibility and clearness of decision are really
mic. He does everything off his own bat and never consults

um‘. Johnson is the hell of a chap.’ But he was ‘not impressive in a
Pushtu fluent but not good, delivery rotten. Barnie much better

it pfsl .’ This did not, perhaps, make for easy relations between them.
u the Resident came on tour of South Waziristan, ‘on at least two
mus Barnie called Johnson “Sir”!’

llaiuic Barnes’s swan-song in Waziristan was areal tour de force.
gm General A. F. Hartley (in Lowis’s opinion ‘an ignorant little
e, lmth of mountain warfare and of tribal affairs, and anti-Barnes’)
ml that the tower of a notorious hostile in Makin be demolished.
l'oliticals argued that this would bring the Mahsuds into the war.

Nu llarnie and Aslam after a fearful argument got the Maliks to
um l(‘l'llZ1l{€ to demolish the kot and bring in the bad man. Armed with
lltm undertaking, he tackled Hartley who; after more argument,
ngu-ed. There was a full-scale Iirga near Makin, camp sniped at
mp_l\l, but Hartley took it well. The Iirga was an hour and a half late
in producing their man and there was more argument about burning
llw kot, an operation which had been stopped by rain. But at last they
hm ut it. This was a great achievement on Barnie’s part. A hostile
Makin on the L of C would have been serious.

lhu nes became Political Agent, Zhob, where he was murdered by a
ml It‘ across his office table.
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which their fellow-Mahsuds withdrew It was th
thirteen more lorries out This was the Rh <1 ,6;-1' finestunexpected endt th ilssa amA _ 0 e front of the convoy 5 long Ordeal

S it ot dark th '
but excegpt in two plgsgeélzgméde rcpaated efforts to rusha
and survivors of the escort who weerrii (<ioll:l:tfig!_from the
each armoured _ A - C mm smallwk h car t the same time Scouts from 5p1it 1

e t t °helpetziuby t;e\'vf<;:1<;l§:t and extricatemore lorries, an

ability. as indeed were lawere cmha“ "h'°1°“ °f
advanced along the rid dr-wers' when at first 1'81"h d H. dl ges an into the Tangi, they founda itte The last vehicles were removed during the
hours after the amb h. Th -
seven officers. Theu§WS ‘ESTES ‘Z§'.i°.’i.1'$°‘i'£i"‘"°'
Thecn ,' "11 - . , 0 cc"over th:€:3;1l::$:dY]‘LY;Ya1;)l30L:t eighty but increasing during
I _ , u sixteen killed and twenty-sixt was evident that motor t
Problems. Fflllfiport had not solved

After this episode Konia Khel becam p bl. E
South Waziristan i d‘ ' 6- U lc nemyt b d _ .n isreputeeven in his 0Wl'llIl'1bcwhi¢0 e rawn into the Tori Khel s war L h
M - - _ _ ‘ . OWIS took u th

ahks m 3 Plane *0 "Y to identify his house. P re.

At first they were glum and almost sick The th- n ere wassomeone s otted ‘t - _P_ P _ I , and from then on things went with
‘flute the cabin, not very large with three Mah di su
d I b ' . . SI

;rllot0g1':;E:mg about and {W0 British Other Ranks

But when the S t - .
home. con S went to can on hm) K0nia Khel

A .withn attempt was made to take him out by bombing. A
‘W9 250 lb bombs, cra h-l d d .

ground at Ladha and ended sup ills:-dgswiilfi ihigeP2;__S]°P'"S
bombs fortunately unexploded Because L dhp imeter
blow - b ‘d - ' . 3 if was CU!

a most effective tra' ry gufms OI-.many w°°ks= C°TP°l'¢\1
Konia Kh l mar O mt wing football team-e was next seen in unexpected 'pap d h _ circumstance;tea.1El‘:\V anh tPerS_WS Subadar Major were invited to a

P Y, int e 0 itical Agent sgarden in Tank for Ba;-Hie
I64

A Sort of War, 193-5—7

{'l'|I|l.I'llll'C. ‘Who’, wrote Olaf Caroe, ‘does not remember those
u-a-parties when men who have made your life a burden for

and years all at once come round with fervent hand-clasps and,
you God-speed — could it be with a tear in the eye? — make you

lil‘llt‘\-'6 that the burden was worth carrying?’ There were about
M iiliks, senior Khassadars and Scouts present, including some
Iiuuwn hostiles who, as was customary, had come in under safe-

\ ‘iuddenly the Subadar Major leaned close to Pettigrew and
‘Look, Sahib, at the next table, the tall man with a black

I I ‘s Konia Khel 1' The worst cut-throat in Waziristan was placidly
sweet biscuits and sipping tea in the Political Agent’s garden,

ilv safe until he re~crossed the border into Tribal Territory.
Resident, Waziristan, at that time was Johnny Iohnson, the

trooper and former Commandant of the SWS. He adopted a
mngly ‘Political’ bias: the tribesmen were never in the wrong,

and Army always at fault. Lowis wrote that, ‘]ohnson's con-
um [sic] of responsibility and clearness of decision are really

||llt'. He does everything off his own bat and never consults
. Johnson is the hell of a chap.’ But he was ‘not impressive in a

Pushtu fluent but not g00d, delivery rotten. Barnie much better
‘ This did not, perhaps, make for easy relations between them.

the Resident came on tour of South Waziristan, ‘on at least two
Barnie called Iohnson “Sir"!'

ltmiiie Barnes's swan-song in Waziristan was a real tour de force.
General A. F. Hartley (in Lowis’s opinion ‘an ignorant little

lmtll of mountain warfare and of tribal affairs, and anti-Barnes’)
that the tower of a notorious hostile in Makin be demolished.

Politicals argued that this would bring the Mahsuds into the war.

lln llarnie and Aslarn after a fearful argument got the Maliks to
lllll lei-take to demolish the kot and bring in the bad man. Armed with
lliw undertaking, he tackled Hartley who, after more argument,
lglrrll. There was a full-scale jirga near Makin, camp sniped at
mglit, but Hartley took it well. The jirga was an hour and a half late
In ||l'l)ClLlClIlg their man and there was more argument about burning
llir kot, an operation which had been stopped by rain. But at last they
hm in it. This was a great achievement on Barnie's part. A hostile
Multlll on the L of C would have been serious.

Ila! ncs became Political Agent, Zhob, where he was murdered by a
It‘ across his office table.
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War, 1937-8

Meanwhile the Toch' S h d 1-,
intercepting Afghan lIflb€SCI?1l;il:1SaHiil Maflcdaslcfiitf ' A
]0lI1 the Tori Khel lashkars. One under Felix-Williamsew
Perhipli, a Commandant’s job) brought in eleven Mangals
t .12561.1 ed and two wounded, others accounted for fourteen

on 3° APT“ I937 Iimmy Gimson was d d
post, which he had so recently built, as it(i>ir‘aseId(iffii:(i1li:tVfiiil;te
and no longer served a useful purpose ‘We had an e t lep
twenty-four hours. We had to pull the whole lace: mine y
orders to leave nothing whatever behind Hoiiveve 0 pieces an
time and sent back sixty-four lorries ofistores ’ liilriilftl-iiilg; th

d ' - ' . °Egaiisrgfi ::1(:ft“‘:(f£1c;$;o&;)flnflij)1é1nt;?(:1tgI1t:hzit the garanghis feared to

number of optimists actually arrivedginhii/I:na\2irZiili1ak ancll Wanathe loot. came s to carry
Victor Wainright was on an operation with the Mounted I

2.“;§13£§f‘;‘2.1’§Zilli 1732}.$i.§§‘i§~‘$uiilin‘§§§i‘Z§ii. $53‘
it might be interesting for me to be in on the questioning.
ygurltzgagette-case and lighter,’ he said, ‘and cadge Ma;-Quf’3

Y01i’d bgttiir riafi-ltci:)§oiii)e1sltiopaSS' as a'Patha-n’ but If Y9“. WantPolite chap’ our Gun. nes in a tin can in your Afl-1d,

I

War, 1937-8

'l'h<- prisoner turned out to be a Khostwal, a rather nice little old
» with a long heel-rope wound round his tum. He said that
tour in Khost was that the British were on their way out and loot
rtttty, so he was looking for a horse or mule to take back. We gave
mnnething to eat and a handful of chupattis to carry, and told

u to go home and say the British were so rich that even the poor
lmn Militia could afford to feed horse-thieves.

'l'h¢- problem remained of bringing the enemy to battle. The Faqir’s
|\mrt€1'S was believed to be at Arsal Kot, a complex of caves and
tml towers in the Shaktu valley, which runs parallel to the Khai-
aml five to ten miles south of it. They could hardly hope to catch
tht-re, but his prestige would take a knock if he were chased out of

l‘h<- Tori Khel might stand and fight to prevent this. For the
at ton a division was formed of the Bannu and Abbotabad Brigades

Major-General A. F. Hartley, and concentrated at Dosalli. His
ta were to defeat the enemy lashkars and occupy Arsal Kot.
hr first objective was the Sham plain, a high plateau five to six miles
It of Dosalli, which formed part of the watershed between the
taura and the Shaktu river systems and was an important summer
mg ground of the Tori Khel. From Dosalli there were two possible
tmuhes: the obvious one up the Sre Mela nullah and gorge, which
t the Sham plain runs down steeply in a northerly direction to the
mora near Dosalli; and another approach, far more difficult, along
lup of the three-mile long lblanke ridge, rising from north to south
to one and a half miles east of the Sre Mela.

l'ht~ lblanke ridge has been compared to a lean and mangy lion. Its
tn the Khaisora valley. Its spine, one and three-quarter miles long,
steeply to the high points corresponding to the lion’s right and left

mhler-blades; then down the neck (half a mile) between the ears, up
lwruff of the neck (quarter of a mile) to the skull, then down between
outstretched forelegs to the Sham plain. (See Map 7.) But little of
was apparent in Dosalli on 7 May, for the map bore no relation

n-ttlity, and air-photos were equally unhelpful.
llttrtley had taken over only two weeks previously. Stigmatised by

mwis as ‘an ignorant little tyke’, he was perhaps too ignorant of
mtain warfare to follow the customary procedure of a slow, slogging

ngrcss up the nearest valley, piqueting as he went. This the enemy
l anticipated, constructing many sangars artfully concealed from
tt-h he could make the forcing of the Sre Mela gorge a very expensive

ution.
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Meanwhile the "Foch" S t h d h
intercepting Afghan l1'lbC9l:l:l‘;I:al'l?l Maiiiiiasliglidlllvsaliififiisriul
]0ll'l the Tori Khel lashkars. One under Felix-Williams
P¢1'higfi, a Commandant's job) brought in eleven Mangalg
I .lapel. ed and two wounded, others accounted for fou,-mm

0" 3° APT“ 1937 Jimmy Gimson was d d 1;
post, which he had so recently built, as it liiiasfldfiffitiiiltviltfiligte
and no longer served a useful purpose. ‘We had an extremelep
twenty-four hours. \_lVe had to pull the whole place to piece:
orders to leave nothing whatever behind However w
time and sent back sixty-four lorries ofistores ’ Nari;-illlty {ha

cl ' - ' .ma e the most of this, announcing that the Faranghis feared to
Khaisora and would soon be bolting from Razmak and Wana
plinpggyof optimists actually arrived in Wana with camels to

Victor Wainright was on an operation with the Mounted

One afternoon Guli Lal th t h I‘ l -
Risaldar, told me that a patrollliadLl§'oughtinri)ail'hi:i?ii}ii Sign
it might be interesting for me to be in on the quegtirfnin
your cigarette-case and lighter,’ he said, ‘and cadge Maroulgs
tes.’In your partog you'll pass as a Pathan, but if an
}’°11_ d better rattle some stones in a tin can in your
Polite chap, our Guli.

War, 1937-8

l'lir prisoner turned out to be a Khostwal, a rather nice little old
with a long heel-rope wound round his tum. He said that

in Khost was that the British were on their way out and loot
rainy, so he was looking for a horse or mule to take back. We gave
something to eat and a handful of chupattis to carry, and told
lu go home and say the British were so rich that even the poor

Militia could afford to feed horse-thieves.

problem remained of bringing the enemy to battle. The Faqir’s
was believed to be at Arsal Kot, a complex of caves and

towers in the Shaktu valley, which runs parallel to the Khai-
nml live to ten miles south of it. They could hardly hope to catch
ihi-re, but his prestige would take a knock if he were chased out of
l’hr Tori Khel might stand and fight to prevent this. For the

a division was formed of the Banriu and Abbotabad Brigades
Major-General A. F. Hartley, and concentrated at Dosalli. His
were to defeat the enemy lashkars and occupy Arsal Kot.
lirst objective was the Sham plain, a high plateau five to six miles
of Dosalli, which formed part of the watershed between the

and the Shaktu river systems and was an important summer
of the Tori Khel. From Dosalli there were two possible

: the obvious one up the Sre Mela nullah and gorge, which
the Sham plain runs down steeply in a northerly direction to the

near Dosalli; and another approach, far more difficult, along
lop of the three-mile long Iblanke ridge, rising from north to south
In one and a half miles east of the Sre Mela.

l‘hi- lblanke ridge has been compared to a lean and mangy lion. Its
in the Khaisora valley. Its spine, one and three-quarter miles long,
nlceply to the high points corresponding to the lion’s right and left

-blades; then down the neck (half a mile) between the ears, up
ll ruff of the neck (quarter of a mile) to the skull, then down between
u\il.5tl'8l;Cl1Cd forelegs to the Sham plain. (See Map 7.) But little of
was apparent in Dosalli on 7 May, for the map bore no relation

irality, and air-photos were equally unhelpful.
Hartley had taken over only two weeks previously. Stigmatised by

as ‘an ignorant little tyke’, he was perhaps too ignorant of
warfare to follow the customary procedure of a slow, slogging

up the nearest valley, piqueting as he went. This the enemy
anticipated, constructing many sangars artfully concealed from

he could make the forcing of the Sre Mela gorge a very expensive
ation.

167



Q2

gsgemU5_~w:O__£
figguonto

HaHO258fie2“Md_§____
3:8WEB
£92Sm2:asMOE:_stN:_U-UU_:_:

fig26_n_ENO
MNEgg_fi_E8
N“OEOE_E38wUat8mafia3__§__3$2U_____

dfimaimQ8%___§8®___w>
Euan%&T5fiN£dHOA___<

U>OE8Egan_£w:O=O
“O:raga__8§?_E_NN_£
33%2n__§_____

89?Q5U82_kN~3___
U212:8
£02Sksg\__5______

GM5?:0Ow839%“gmENcgmag”39:8N>Q:_r_=
8EDOUWHOWEwaQ38%“8“SBHO“
_2:08MNEN€m£3H___;

£3E$530:582*HO“
EggU;ggfl:m£0n>5252:______

Emma2;81:032;?_fig
EESOQ
“OHE95NmmS_P_£

HEO:g_____
*8mmiE_~Ugeggw
NSMOB8BOH8802%Nfig8?_____

mg,H5%8532Mfig__U___OOwCcU5Qflta802N“OBOE8_____
H8ENFE0:
29%G£5as$3_MEEOE%Np$umU>

63Q32;
_%_:G:OO

E“30%205%?Hgag8H2E3wig%=N:g:____"_

£3aowamw
2:“_=°:E&O

:2:

dog“59:0OE;N
5;625$OM03egg53:;Beofia

____
figw:OEwUE:EEOQ_gO__

F_mM_fi_s8_p_
Scg:_h=_:<at‘____

“:32UHOEN
B2:822>?_m=_$OQ

FCC:8:6xi_m§N3_
E

wcaea
O5

wpwflgunfiw
Ea8&3DEE
EHM___B_O_£
2:bbgflp____

Jhfiafi3:8=32?_M__WiAN_£
8uWU3|fi:Ow

=8asN:_NmOQ
dagHM25£3Sgt

_3g5tQm_3808£3
w>56N_m___OHUNb=OU
figpagwmfiwgafiz__mN_N>>

gag:
wfl:
>?_NHU83

Egon
UCN_a1Q__a

W53=N_&
UH:
*0UUGUMMQUH:

“:5;

_____§z
22;?G82::

H

W0HEPfieas;H8HggfivN“OwQ&8__I.aeagSEm=O9§$
gm“EB8

M_3_NE_
Ea82$8::88%2“

Ea6&2“
Um_8|£__:__

U_M£OEam
fig8M_Ua_E_wM“figsat

E53asEMJE52%
EBggsw
U5gm_§wE

:58”Q5%0_“_8:
fig50:0

mi
gagQ0989_hE_E
Hweco_8___E

5g_*3Ewe3
_U__8E%

%_UEQHUxU
£w___Ofl:_Naw?O5wcgfl
fiaU5Ha:$3

“OQ$8m__8Err_%.:G___OU
DEC:H65E£2EflafimE;

_$U“NOMg5EEOU
3:8fldgfioatasB“2“F328_g_£2:

heJggw_a_:gOm
NWN3$5b3_E__tOH__p_8$O

fimimO:
UmU_;_diam“gm

EOHw8:2
U6gagO53£88m%€______

W¢OflO®=OUU__GO>16
jg2:8Uséz29%2:wig“308;

_mO&_E
0U_=_“WWmN=___OOQ__
fig£8“;“EBw80%__EN

Ea
203_CU>N$3U;___EA_

EdamU5OH$3“
SagaU5Q:
A

_fi_
s_%w___m_$
m_%___NEEOOv

%_Qw___msagaU6_£
_:

___
EmaN_£m:O_uE&O_a

wmhegaUsM_qN_t9O8
QUUMUOQ

Wk“?£55

_8__

ENEP
G

 i

a__°__:“_
WDQNO

N____s%<
‘E_*______<I'll‘

r8_§_£
“N__OE<
B

4/

/

Q

/
5

_Menu
/’_QUUZQ
X

/__R
\

@
flq

___\A_
D‘/__

E\

QEQU
__§_

__°___~_¢fi_'“_“W_%Q
\‘mm_km:
NH‘:

lWQ
v__E__N:_

Q2

gsgemU5_~w:O__£
figguonto

HaHO258fie2“Md_§____
3:8WEB
£92Sm2:asMOE:_stN:_U-UU_:_:

fig26_n_ENO
MNEgg_fi_E8
N“OEOE_E38wUat8mafia3__§__3$2U_____

dfimaimQ8%___§8®___w>
Euan%&T5fiN£dHOA___<

U>OE8Egan_£w:O=O
“O:raga__8§?_E_NN_£
33%2n__§_____

89?Q5U82_kN~3___
U212:8
£02Sksg\__5______

GM5?:0Ow839%“gmENcgmag”39:8N>Q:_r_=
8EDOUWHOWEwaQ38%“8“SBHO“
_2:08MNEN€m£3H___;

£3E$530:582*HO“
EggU;ggfl:m£0n>5252:______

Emma2;81:032;?_fig
EESOQ
“OHE95NmmS_P_£

HEO:g_____
*8mmiE_~Ugeggw
NSMOB8BOH8802%Nfig8?_____

mg,H5%8532Mfig__U___OOwCcU5Qflta802N“OBOE8_____
H8ENFE0:
29%G£5as$3_MEEOE%Np$umU>

63Q32;
_%_:G:OO

E“30%205%?Hgag8H2E3wig%=N:g:____"_

£3aowamw
2:“_=°:E&O

:2:

dog“59:0OE;N
5;625$OM03egg53:;Beofia

____
figw:OEwUE:EEOQ_gO__

F_mM_fi_s8_p_
Scg:_h=_:<at‘____

“:32UHOEN
B2:822>?_m=_$OQ

FCC:8:6xi_m§N3_
E

wcaea
O5

wpwflgunfiw
Ea8&3DEE
EHM___B_O_£
2:bbgflp____

Jhfiafi3:8=32?_M__WiAN_£
8uWU3|fi:Ow

=8asN:_NmOQ
dagHM25£3Sgt

_3g5tQm_3808£3
w>56N_m___OHUNb=OU
figpagwmfiwgafiz__mN_N>>

gag:
wfl:
>?_NHU83

Egon
UCN_a1Q__a

W53=N_&
UH:
*0UUGUMMQUH:

“:5;

_____§z
22;?G82::

H

W0HEPfieas;H8HggfivN“OwQ&8__I.aeagSEm=O9§$
gm“EB8

M_3_NE_
Ea82$8::88%2“

Ea6&2“
Um_8|£__:__

U_M£OEam
fig8M_Ua_E_wM“figsat

E53asEMJE52%
EBggsw
U5gm_§wE

:58”Q5%0_“_8:
fig50:0

mi
gagQ0989_hE_E
Hweco_8___E

5g_*3Ewe3
_U__8E%

%_UEQHUxU
£w___Ofl:_Naw?O5wcgfl
fiaU5Ha:$3

“OQ$8m__8Err_%.:G___OU
DEC:H65E£2EflafimE;

_$U“NOMg5EEOU
3:8fldgfioatasB“2“F328_g_£2:

heJggw_a_:gOm
NWN3$5b3_E__tOH__p_8$O

fimimO:
UmU_;_diam“gm

EOHw8:2
U6gagO53£88m%€______

W¢OflO®=OUU__GO>16
jg2:8Uséz29%2:wig“308;

_mO&_E
0U_=_“WWmN=___OOQ__
fig£8“;“EBw80%__EN

Ea
203_CU>N$3U;___EA_

EdamU5OH$3“
SagaU5Q:
A

_fi_
s_%w___m_$
m_%___NEEOOv

%_Qw___msagaU6_£
_:

___
EmaN_£m:O_uE&O_a

wmhegaUsM_qN_t9O8
QUUMUOQ

Wk“?£55

_8__

ENEP
G

 i

a__°__:“_
WDQNO

N____s%<
‘E_*______<I'll‘

r8_§_£
“N__OE<
B

4/

/

Q

/
5

_Menu
/’_QUUZQ
X

/__R
\

@
flq

___\A_
D‘/__

E\

QEQU
__§_

__°___~_¢fi_'“_“W_%Q
\‘mm_km:
NH‘:

lWQ
v__E__N:_

<--- ___ l Camp Dosalli
Razmak S U Scouts Post

0 l\”\‘\ ‘~‘<'_~<‘;'<;,,1- .. \ .. _

‘ \\v,\\\~’ ,__-/

a Ii I
7 ‘ bll 0

Skull

Kach
Camp

xx I\ Tl
I

:\ 4.- (5-\

 '~

I-

r

¢_\

/
 ruff

Right

\ Fore leg

l 7 Action at Iblanke, T I
l Ill--12 May 1937 ,f HCoronationCamp

. l q-—In_@na- Axis 0fAdvance

£131 river High ground p Sham Plain A
P

‘ _._,__ _%___ gm §Fur|o_n9s uW

1

(4-‘/Z-sr

QT-Q
i r 7

' 1 mile
l n7_ ____it , ..V-__.

Tfiisic *———" 7 i_ 
,- " _ _1-____ i i i__ _ 1“ fiiw

'\

I

War, 1937-8

rtley decided to outflank the enemy’s preparations by a night
we by the Bannu Brigade (commanded by Brigadier F. H.
mrd) up the lblanke ridge to the Sham plain. It was a very bold
pt. Maps and air-photos being useless, and reconnaissance impos-
without giving the game away, he could rely only on recollections

mndry Scouts, who knew the route from past gashts. These
ulcd no British officers. Fortunately this was a popular gasht, for
the lblanke Narai at the top the Orakzais could communicate by

o with Samana fort, in their home country. The consensus of
um was that the path along the ridge, although extremely difficult,
passable at night by laden mules. On this Iimmy Gimson staked his
my career and Hartley the Bannu brigade. Had the Scouts been

, dawn might have found the brigade jam-packed and immobile
1 knife-edge ridge, fired at from three sides and unable to bring its

weapons into action -— recipe for a disaster far worse than that of
Guides at Wucha Iawar.

“lure the essence of the plan was surprise, and Dosalli was crawling
Wazir Maliks, Khassadars and contractors, a convincing
ion-plan was necessary. Fortunately there was one at hand.

1 l)osalli a road ran south-west to Razmak, eighteen miles away.
the enemy had broken it in many places and sabotaged the pumping
um at Razani, six miles from Dosalli. What could be a more likely

for the Army than to re-establish road-communications with
mk? Elaborate written orders were issued, with a wide circulation,H I . . 1mt operation, and Gimson was

mmtinually being sent for to answer questions about the country,
water, etc. Yesterday morning I was out with a gasht from 7 am to 1
pm to protect a recce party, and no sooner had I returned than I was
liked to take a sapper officer out to look at a possible camp-site4
llHlCS from here. It is a bad bit of country and I was worried we might
fiml the enemy behind us as, We started for home, however all was
wrll. I was seized as soon as I got back to discuss a plan for Scouts to
nu-upy a camp at R_azani and am just about to go off with an
an moured car to look at the place . . . Later. Made two trips to
possible sites at Razani. Water supply not enough. Decided to move
Mvbotabad brigade up the valley towards the Sham plain.

’l'he last sentence refers to the establishment of a camp, known as
Inge Camp, one and three-quarter miles up the Sre Mela. This could
taken as the first move of an orthodox bash through the gorge, and
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by the Bannu Brigade (commanded by Brigadier F H
up the Iblanke ridge to the Sham plain It was a very bold

air photos being useless, and reconnaissance impos-
without giving the game away he could rely only on recollections

sundry Scouts, who knew the route from past gashts These
no British officers Fortunately this was a popular gasht, for

he lblanke Narai at the top the Orakzais could communicate by
with Samana fort, in their home country The consensus of

was that the path along the ridge, although extremely difficult,
|iil'l'-iablfi at night by laden mules On this Iirnmy Gimson staked hlS

career and Hartley the Bannu brigade Had the Scouts been
dawn might have found the brigade lam-packed and immobile

ridge fired at from three sides and unable to bring its
wt apons into action - recipe for a disaster far worse than that of

l|lll(lCS at Wucha ]awar
llll 1. the essence of the plan was surprise, and Dosalli was crawling

Wazir Maliks, Khassadars and contractors, a convincing
was necessary. Fortunately there was one at hand.

l)osalli a road ran south—west to Razmak, eighteen miles away.
the enemy had broken it in many places and sabotaged the pumping

at Razani, six miles from Dosalli. What could be a more likely
lor the Army than to re-establish road-communications with

Elaborate written orders were issued, with a wide circulation,
llmi operation, and Gimson was

decided to outflank the enemy s preparations by a night

I

mmunually being sent for to answer questions about the country,
wiiiur, etc. Yesterday morning I was out with a gasht from 7 am to I
pm to protect a recce party, and no sooner had I returned than I was
nked to take a sapper officer out to look at a possible camp-site 4.
lltIli‘S from here. It is a bad bit of country and I was worried we might
flml the enemy behind us as we started for home, however all was
wt-ll. I was seized as soon as l got back to discuss a plan for Scouts to
mi-upy a camp at Razani and am just about to go off with an
rumoured car to look at the place . . . Later. Made two trips to
pimsible sites at Razani. Water supply not enough. Decided to move
Ahhotabad brigade up the valley towards the Sham plain.

llu: last sentence refers to the establishment of a camp, known as
Camp, one and three-quarter miles up the Sre Mela. This could

as the first move of an orthodox bash through the gorge, and
I


