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THlil 

PREFACE, 

N 0 charaB:ers are more confpicuous in 
Hiftory, or excite greater admiration 
in the generality of readers, than 

thofe of celebrated Warriours and Conquerors: 
we fuppofe them to partake of a nature more 
than human ; we deck their ftatues and pic­
tures with Laurel; and we dignify them with 
the name of Great; though, perhaps, if they 
were ftripped of their bright arms, and de­
veiled of their pompous titles, we lhould find 
moil: of them to be the meaneft and bafeft of 
mankind. This infatuation arifes, partly·from 
the deplorable fervility of our minds, and our 
eagernefs to kitS the foot which tramples on 
us ; partly from our a1Cribing to the fuperiour 
force and abilities of One Man that fuccefs, 
in which chance or treachery ha\'C often a con­
fiderable £hare, and which could never be ob­
tained without the united effort of a .g:mltitudc ; 
and partly from our mifiaking the nature of 
true Virtue, which confifts, not in deftroying 
our. fellow-creatures, but in protetl:ing them, 
not in feizing their property, but in defending 
their rights and libuties even at the hazard of 

fa] our 
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eur own fafcty. Many Roman Generals, "bo 
had neither valour nor prudence to recommelfJd 
them, have procured the honour of a Triumph 
for viB:ories gained by their officers ; and Cicero, 
in bis fpeech for Marcellus, ventured to depre .. 

'c"'te the glory of C<efor himli:lf, by a1ferting, 
that a a1mna11der receives no Jma/1 '!/Jijlance jrfJ1N 
the courage of his men, the advantage of his 

fituation, the jJrength of his allies, and the plenty 
of his pro-d/fons : hut Fortune, he adds, claims 
the greatefl praife in ewry prifperous acbieve­
meJJt, as military aelions owe their chiif foccefi 
to her favour •. 

Power is always odious, always to be fuf­
peB:ed, when it refides in the hands of an 
individual ; and a free people will never fuffer 
any fingle man to be more powerful than the 
Laws, which themfelves have enaB:ed or con­
finned : but no kind of power is more licen­
tioufly infolent than that, which is fupported 
by force of arms. It was this~ which enabled 
Marius and Sylla to drench the fl:reets of Rome 
with the blood of her moft virtuou~ citizens; 
a confcioufnefs of fuperiour force gave Ceefor 
fpirits to pafs th~ RM!Jicon, and opprefs the 

• Bellicas laudes folent quidam exteauare verbis, eafque 
detrahere dacibus, communicare cum militibus, JI.C propria: 
Jint im~am; et certe in armis militom virtus, fowrum 
~portunitas, auxilia fociorum., c:lalfes, commeatus, miiltam 
jllnDt: maximam vd partem qua.fi fao jure Fortuna fibi 
vin~icat, et q!Udqllid eft profpeiC gdl:um, id pal'lle omnc 
4u,c,n fiHim. Pzv M~~Ful • .z. 

liberty 
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liberty of his country, which the profligate 
Tyrant 05/avius finally extinguifhed with the 
fame dc:teftable inftrument : and the infatiablc 
avarice of Princes, joined to the pride of con ... 
qlJeft and the love of dominion, has filled the 
world with terrour and mifery, from Sefojlril • 
who invaded Africk :~rnd Europe, to the three 
mighty potentates, who are ravaging Poland~ 
How much more ·fplendid would their glory 
have been, if, inftead of raifmg their fame on 
the fubverfion of kingdoms, they had applied 
their whole thoughts to the patronage of arts, 
fcience. letters, agriculture, trade ; had made 
their nations illuftrious in wifdom, extenfive in 
commerce, eminent in riches, firm in virtue, 
happy in freedom ; and had chofen rather to 
be the Benefafrors, than the Deftroyers, of the 
human fpecies! · 

Thefe fcntiments, which, as nothing can 
prevent my entertaining them, fo nothing jlxz/l 
prevent my expre:ffi.ng as forcibly as I am able~ 
were fufficient to have deterred me from ever 
attempting to write T!Je Life cf a Conquerar i 
unlefs it had been for the fake of expofing a 
charaCter of all others the mofl: infamoufly 

• wicked, and of difplaying the charms of liberty 
by 1howing the odioufnds of tyranny and op­
prefiion: but a circumftance, which it will be 
prow to relate from the beginning, induced 
me to depart from my refolution, and hurried 
me from the contemplation of civil ind pacifi.ck 

La 2 ] virtues 
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virtues to the more dazzling, but lefs plcafin 
{cenes of viCtories and triumphs. 

A great northern monarch, who vifited tl 
country a few years ago, under the name 1 

• the Prince of 'l'rii'Umdal, brought with him • 
Eajlern m1111ujcript, containing the life of NA 
DER SHAH, the late Sovereign of Perfi• 
which He was defirous of having tranOatcd i 
England. The Secretary of State, with whon 
the Danifo Minilkr had convened upon th• 
fubjeet, fent the volume to me, requefting mt 
to give a literal tranflation of it in the French 
language ; but I wholly declined the talk, 
alledging, for my excofe, the kngth rif th. 
lmok, th. drynifi if the fu(jeB, the difficulty oj 
the JIJie, a11d, chi'ifly, my want hoth of /eijilre 
and ability to enter uptm mz undtrtaking Jo fruit­
left and fo laborious. I mentioned, however, a 
gentleman, with whom 1 had not then the 
pleafure of being acquainted, but who had 
diffinguiihed himfeJf by his tranflation of a 
Per/ian Hiftory. and was far abler than myfelf 
to fatisfy the King of Denmark's ,fXpetl:ations. 
The learned writer, who had other works 
upon his hands, excufed himfelf on the ac-. 
count of his many engagements ; and the 
application to me was renewed : it was hinted, 
that my compliance "Yould be of no {mall ad­
vantage to me at my entrance into life, ~that it 
would procure me fome mark of diftinaion, 
which might be pleafing to me, and, above 

all, 
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~II, that it would be a r~/kflian upo;, thir CfJflntry, 
if !he ~ng foould he obl!'ged to carry the manu­
ftrzpt !nt? France. lnctted by thefe motives, 
and prmctpally by the Jail: of them, unwiJJing 
to be thought churlilh or moroie, and eager 
for the bu!JbJe Reputation, I undertook the • 
work, and fept a ffK!cimen of it to his Danilh 
Majefty ; who rctUI ned his approbation of the 
ftyle and method, bm defired, that the whole 
tranj/atton lri'gbt be peifell(y litn-ol, and tiM 
Oriental images accu,·ately preftr.Jed. The taik. 
would have been far eafier to me, had I been 
direded to finilh it in Latin.; for the acqui­
fition of a Frmch llyle wa!i infinitely more 
tedious ; and it w&s neceffary to have every 
charter correCl:ed by a native of F ranee, be(ore 
it could be offered to the difcerning eye of the 
publick; fince in C\'ery language there 3.re 
certain peculiarities of idiom, and nice 1hades 
of meaning, which a foreigner can never Jearn 
to perfedion: but the wotk, how .arduous and 
unpleafing foever, was completed in a year; 
not without repeated hints from the Sec:retary"s 
office, that it was expe .. 7ed with grrat impatience 
6y the Court if Denmark. The tranflation of 
the Hiftory of NADER SHAH was pub­
liihed in the fummer of the yc:tr fevemeen 
hundred and feventy •, at the expenfe of the 
tran~tor; and forty copies upon large paper 

• 
• Under the title of Hifh_irc it N•tf r Shllb, traiMi/6 A 

Ptrf._ Jar .rtlrt i•fo Majtjli lr Rn '' D~i. 4!0· Ckz 
P. ElmJIJ itU~r k Str.U. 

[q] were 
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virtues to the more dazzling. but lefs pleafing. 
fcencs of vitl:orics and triumphs. 

A great northern monarch, who vifited this 
country a few years ago, under the name of 

' the Prince of 'IriJW'fldal, brought with him an 
Eajlern manufcript, containing the llfe of N A­
DER SHAH, the late Sovereign of Pet:Jia, 
which He was defirous of having tranfiated in 
England. The Secretary of State, with whom 
the Danijh Minifier had converfi:d upon the 
fubjeCl; fent the volume to me, requefting me 
to give a literal tranJlation of it in the French 
language ; but I wholly declined the taik., 
alledging, for my excufe, the length y the 
6ook, the dry'ntfi if the foljell, the d!/foulty if 
the {lyle, and, chidfy, my want hoth if ltijure 
amf tibility to enter upm an undertaking fo fruit­
left and fo lahorious. I mentioned, however, a 
gentleman, with whom I had not then the 
pleafure of being acquainted, but who had 
diftinguiihed himfelf by his tranflation of a 
Perjian Hiftory, and was far abler than myfelf 
to fati>fy the King of Denmark's Gxpefutions. 
The learned ~riter, who had other works 
upon his hands, excufed himfelf on the ac •• 
count of his many engagements ; and the 
application to me was renewed : it was hinted, 
that my compliance .yould be of no fmall ad-

. vantage to me at my entrance into life, •hat it 
would procure me fome mark of diftindion, 
which might be pleafing to me, and, above 

aU, 
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all, that it would be a r~foCJion upo'iz this country. 
if the K;ng foould he ohliged to carry the manu­
ftript into Fra11ce. Incited by thefe motives, 
and principally by the Iaft of them, unwilling 
to be thought churlilh or moro:le, and eager 
for the bubble Reputation, I undertook the • 
work, and fct'lt a fpecimen of it to his Danilh 
Majefl:y ; _who returned his approbation of the 
ftyle and method, but defired, that the whole 
tranjlation Alight be perfitily littra!, and the 
Oriental images accurately prefe,...ved. The talk 
would have heen far eafier to me, had I been 
dired:ed to finilh it in Latin; for the acqui­
fition of a Frmch fiyle wa!i_ infinitc:ly more 
tedious; and it wzs neceffary to have every 
charter corrected by a nati,•e of France, be(ore 
it could be offered to the difcerning eye pf the 
publick ; fince in every language there lire 
certain peculiarities of idiom, and nice thades 
of meaning, which a foreigner can never learn 
to perfection: but the work, how arduous and 
unpleafing foever, was completed io a year; 
not without repeated hints ifom the Secretary's 
office, that it was txpe .. 7td with great impatience 
hy the Court if Denmark. The tranfiation of 
the Hiftory of NADER SHAH was pub­
lifhed in the fummer of the year fcvemeen 
hundred and feventy •, at the expenfe of the 
tra~ator; and forty copies upon large paper 

• 
• Under the title of Hifl~if'6 till Nati.r Sb.b, trlllilliu ti• 

Pwfa. J1tr wdrt d1t fo Mt~jtjil l' R~i till Dat~~Wt~arl. 4to. Cbn= 
P. EhiJIJ ti11111 h 81r.U. 

[a 3] were 
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1'Vere fent to Copenbagm, one ef them, bm:md 
with uncommon elegance, for the King himit:lt~ 
and the others, as preients to his Courtier~ . 

. 
co What marlts of diflinct:on I hn.v~ fince re­

ceived, and what fruits I have tcapcd for my 
JabO!.lr, it would ill ~ecome me to trof'ntion :;t 

the bead of a work, in. wl.id1 J profds to h(!' 
the Hifiorian of others, and r.ot of ru''lfelf: 
but fince an a,h·ertifement has app(ared ~n this 
ful~ett in the publick papers, which is noto­
rioufly falfc: in every article, and cafts a motl: 
:unjuft refle3"icn upon an amiable monarch, it 
feems a dutj impofed upon me by the Jaws of 
juftice and gratitude, to print at the end of 
'this Volume the honourahle tefi:imony of n:­
gard, which his Maje!ly Chrijfia11 V!l. {cot 

. priblick6• to London, a few months after He 
'had received my work, together with my lertet 
of thanks for fo fignal a token of His favour; 
:and 1 cannot, certainly, be charged with want 
of refpect to the great and illullrious 1'e1 fonag:e, 
to wqom that royal Epift!e is addrelfed, fince 
it was not fent in a private manner, but openly 
and in the eyes of the world; and a copy of 
it was even delivered to me, after having paf'fed 
t.hrough feveral hands. Nothing more remains 
to be faid on this fobjelt, but that the worthy 
and e~cellent man, who was my fole guide 
and advifer in this affair, and to whom I o~ned 
my thoughts in my familiar letters with the 
ptmoft. iranknefs, having retired from t~e 

pffiq; 
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office which he then held, I am left at perfect 
liberty to relate the whole tranfaCHon. without 
a poffibility of giving offence to any one Jiving; 
etpecially fince I have not fuffered his name to 
be made cheap, by mentioningJt in any part 
of the narrative. • 

This was the circumftance, which induced 
me, againft my inclination, to defcribe th~ 
Life of a Conqueror, and to appear in publick 
as an Author, before a maturity of judgement 
had made me fee the dangers of the fiep, 
which I was inconfiderately taking; for, I be­
lieve, if I had refleded on the little foEd glory 
which a man reaps from acquiring a name in 
literature, on the jealoufy and envy \>~.'hick 
attend fuch an acquifition, on the dillant fe­
ferve which a writer is fure to meet witll from 
the generality of mankind, and on rhe ob­
:fi:rufrion which a contemplarive habit' gives 
to our hopes of being diftmguilhed in attive 
life; if aU, or any, of thefe refleChons had 
occurred to me, I fllould not have been tempted 
by any confideration to enter upon {o invidious 
and fo thanklefs a career : but, as 'Tully fay!'=, 
I jl;ou/d /Jove co'!ftdered, bqore I embarked, tb. 
nature and exter.t of' my VO)'Oge; naw, Ji.nce tbe 
foils are jjoread, the v1Jel muft take its couife • • 

• • Sed !.tgredientibu.s confiderandum fuit, quid a;eremus; 
nunc: quidem jam, tJUOCUn:J.UC feremur, danda ni.ml.l'lliD veljl 
(unt. Cic, Orl#w ad Bna. 

[a 4) It 
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It may perhaps be expeCted, tbat {orne 

account fhould here be given of the Perjian 
Hiftory, which I was thus appointed tb tC:nd 
abroad in an European dretS, with fame re­
marks on the. veracity and merit of its Eafte~.u 
Author ; but, before w~ defcend to thefe mi­
nute particulars, it will not he foreign from 
the (ubjeCt of the .prefent publication, to en­
quire into the· general nature of Hiftorical 
compofition, and to t.1ffer the idt"a, rather of 
what is required from a ptJrftEI Htjtorian, than 
of what hitherto teems to have been executed 
in any age or nation. 

CICERO, who was meditating an Hi/lory 
D{ Rome, had eftablifhed a fet of rules for the 
conduct of his work, which he puts into the 
mouth of Antonius in his treatife on the accom­
plijhed Orator; where he declflres " the bafis 
" and ground-work of all Hiftory to depend 
cc upon thefe primary Laws, that the writer 
" thould not dare to tC:t down a Fallhood, nor 
"' be deterred by fear from divulging an in­
u terelling Truth; and that he thould avoid 
cc any juft fufpicion of partiality or refent ... 
" mcnt: the edifice, he adds, which muft be 
"' raif;:d O[J this foundation, confifts of ·.wo 
"' parts, the relation of things, and the words 
•' in which they are related; in the firft, the 
n Hiftorian lhould adhere to th'e order of cime, 
u and diveriify his narrative with the defcrip­
'' ~oq of countries .1 and fince, in aU me-

. " morablc 
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" mor:::ble tranfa.Ctions, firil the counfcls are 
u explained, then the aCts, and, h:.Hly, the 
cc events, be ihould pronounce his own judge­
u ment o;:,n the merit of the counjcls ; thould 
" !how what a8s enfued, and in what mamur 
" they were performed; and unfold the caujts' 
u of all great events, whether he imputes them 
" to chance, or wifdom, Dr rail:mefs: he ihould 
" al!O defcribe, not only the adions, but the 
" lives and chaia.Cters, of all the perfons. who 
" are emfnently diftinguifhed in his piece; and~ 
u as to the wgrds, fl1ould be mafter of a co­
u pious and expanded ftyle, flowing along 
'' with eafe and delicacy, without the rough­
u nefs of pleadings at the Bar, or the affecta­
" tation of pointed fentences * .'' 

• Q!!i~ nefcit primam elfe Hiftoriz legem, ne quid falli 
dicf're audeat; dtindc, ne quid veri non a'Udeat; ne qua fuf­
picio gratia: fit in fcribendo, ne <J,t•a ftn1ultati~ 1 H:ec fciJ.icet 
funJamenta note. funt omnibus : 1pfa ante..,_ ex::~:dificatio po­
Jitaelt: in r.!n11 at 'llrr/.is. R•r1P11 ratio ordinem temporum de­
hdcrat, rcp;ionum defcriptionem : vult etiam, quonirun in re­
bu~ m..::tgnu merr.ori:lquc dignis w{ilia r·rimUm, deinde a!1a, 
poftel t'Vtn!UJ expeftantur ; ct de mt./i/,,s ii.gnilicari quid 
f.::riptor pro bet, et in r1 /.rn ,r; jlis decla."':lri lK'D folUm fllid 
aflum aut ditlum fit, fed etiam f'14 moi~J; et, cUm de #'Wtdll 

dicatur, uc caaf::l:: e...:plicest~.tromnes ,.e} cafils, vel faricntiz, 
vel temeritatis : ho:ninumque ipfor11m DOll folUm rt's geft:e, 
fed etiam, qui fami ac no:nine cxcell:un, de cujufquc l>iti 
atque naturA. Ftrbor11111 anrem. ratio., et genus orationis 
fufum atque traft:um, et cum lenitate quadam zquabili pro.. 
8u~ fine hac judiciali afperitate, et fine fententiarnm fo­
red!JDI aculeis, perfequendum eft. Dt OrtJt. Lib. II. 1 S· 
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If we form our idea of a complete Hijlorz'an 
from thefe rules, we fuall prefently perceive 
the reafon, why no writer~ ancient or modern, 
has been able to fuftain the weight ck fo im­
portant a charalter ; which .includes in it the 

·perfeCtion of almoft every virtue and every 
noble accompliChment, ao unbiaifed integrity~ 
a comprchenfive view of nature, an exact 
knowledge of men and manners, a_mind ftored 
with free and generous principles, a penetrating 
fagacity, a fine tafte and copious eloquenc.e: 
a perfea. Hiftorian muft know many languages, 
many arts, many fciences; and, that he may 
not be reduced to borrow his materials whoJJy 
from other men, he muft have acquired the 
height of political wifdom, by long expetience 
in the great affairs of his country, both in 
peace and war. There never waE, perhaps, 
any fuch charaCl:er; and, perhapF, there hever 
will he : but in every art and fcience there are 
certain ideas of perfeCl:ion, to which the works of 
human genius are continually tending, though, 
like the LogarithmkkSpiral, they will never meet 
the point to which they are infinitely approach­
ing. Cicero himfelf, had he found ldfure to 
accomplith his defign, though he would have 
anfwered his own idea in moft refpeCl:s, would 
have been juftly liable to the ft:.ij::icion of :m 
illiberal bias in relating the hiftory of hi:.. own 
times, and drawing the fCverai charaCterr. cf 
pis age. · 
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The very foul and eff<nce of Hiftory, is 
?:nttb, without which it can preferve neither 
its name nor its nature, ·and with which the . 
moft indifferent circumftances in a barren chro-­
nicle are more interefting to a fenfible reader,. 
than the greateft events, how copioufly or 
elegantly foever they may be defcribed, in a 
romance or a legend : yet it is ftrange, that, 
of fo mhny Hifiories, ancient or modern, Euro­
pean or Afiatick, thc;re fhould be fo few, which 
we can read without aflc.ing in almoft every 
p:tge, ls this true 1 

Hillery, in its original fu:te, ·was, proba ... 
bly nothing more than the bare relation of 
publick events, which were digefied in the 
form of An>Ial:, like th~ life of Tully by Fa­
bricius~ we are affured that this w~s the cafe 
in old Rome * ; and it feems, inJ~?ed, in all 
nges, to be the wifeft. as well ab the moll: 
uteful, method of writin"{ hiftorv, unlefs the 
facts were more diligently" examin.ed and more 
fairly reprefented, than they appear to be in 
mofi produttions of this nature. Among the 
GrrrksJ Pherecydes, Helbnicus, Epimenides, 
and among the Latins, Cato, PiClor, Pifo, are 
faid to have writte•:i without affecting any orna­
ment, or aiming at any other merit than that of 
a nervous brevity. HERODOTUS fcnt abroad 

• 
• Omnia ea ex commentariis Re~i.s J;'~ntificcm ma:.:iuu;;n. 

in albJJm relata, proponere in pubhco Jube-r. 'Li'll. I. 3:1. 
r his 
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his nine books with the advantage of a more 
polilhed drefs : there is a noble fimplicity in 
his diction, to which the open vowels of the 
Jrmick. dial-eel greatly contribute, and many of 
his narratives arc extremely pleafing; but his 

·accounts of the Perjian affairs are at leaft 
doubtful, if not· fabulous ; and he· followed 
his Egyptian guides with. an implicit confi~ 
dence, not fcrupling to relate a number of 
fatl:s, which be could never have verified, if 
he thought they would improve the tnan_ners, 
or gratify the curiolity, of his own inquifitive 
nation. THUCYDIDES addedfrronger nerves 
to hiftorical compofition; hisfalb are in gene,ral 
aurhentick, his obfervations deep and faga ... 
cious; but his language is abrupt, obfcure, and 
ti:ntentious, particularly in the fjJeeches, which, 
though they abound with wife maxims and 
exalted fentiments, bear all the marks of la­
bour and ftiffnefs, and have not even the air 
of pi"obability, .fince it is impoffible, that many 
of them could have been· comprehended by a 
popular audience. What Thucydides wanted, 
namely, a fimple and graceful fryle, XEI'!O­
J>HQN potfeSfed in an eminent degree: nothing 
~ail equal the fweetnefs and delicacy of 4is lan­
guage; but that fweetnefs itfelf is hardly con­
liftent with the gravity of his fubjett, and all 
his pieces, if we except that on the Expeditio• '![ 
Cyrus, in which he was perfonally engaged,obave 
more livelinefs of imagination than depth of 
judgement, and difplay more of the fcholar 

and 
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and moralift, than of the ftatefma~ and oratOr. 
The fentiments of Thucydides, cxpreffed in 
the ftyle of Xenophon, would have ~pproached 
very nearly to that idea of perfeCt Hiftory, 
which we have juft delinea.ted; but it fecms 
to be wifely ordained by nature, that no fingle 
man fball excel &II others in every great ac­
complifhment, left he fho'!ld be tempte<l to 
fancy himfelf a being of a fuperiour order, 
and lhould exert his talents to the ruin of his 
fellow-creatures. Of aU the Greek Hiftorians, 
POLYBIUS was, perhaps, the graveft, the 
wifeft, and the moft faithful ; but his language 
is even harlber than that of Thucydidcs; and, 
in the few books which remain of his excel­
lent work, we are at a lofs to difcern the tafte 
and elegance of Scipio and Ltilius, by whom 
he wa& affifted. 

That forced and iliff kind of writing, than 
which nothing can be more odious in Hiftory, 
was defignedl' adopted by SALLUS'I, and 
feems ine.x.cuJilble in a man of his rank and 
knowledge. who Jived in the very age of 
Cicero: the fame abroptnefs and obfcurity may 
well be pardoned in 'I ACl'IUS, who B.ou­
rifhed when the purity of the Roman language 
had declined with the Romap liberty; but the 
defect of his ftyle prevents us from confidering 
him.as a confummate Hiftorian, though his 
wifdom and penetration would otherwifc give 
him a juft claim to that title. It io not eafy 

to 
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to conceive what the Ancients mean by tbe 
/a8ea u6ertas of LIVY: in many parts of his 
work he ihows great candour and judgement; 
but his language is not remarkable for cafe or 
copioufneii, and it was below; a writer of his 
genius to relate aU the fuperftitious and incre­
dible fictions, which were inventeP. only to 
plea!e the people of Rome, by a(cribing the 
foundation and fupport of their City to the 
interpofition of the Gods. 

The writers of Li'Uts, as Plutarch and 
Nepos, belong to.. a different clafs : Diodorus 
the Sicilian, and Dio1ZJ!ius of Halicarna.Jfos, 
were rather fcholars and antiquaries, than 
mafters of political knowledge ; and the later 
Greek Hiftorians, .Appian, Dio, Herodian, and 
the reft, can hardly be fuppofed to ftand the 
tell: o~ Cicero's rules, by which even Thucy­
dides and Polybius have been declared imper­
fea:. It would far exceed the limits of a pre­
fatory difcourfe, if we attempted to examine 
by thefe laws the many Hiftorians, who have 
related the affairs of their refpective fiates, in 
the various dialed& of modern Europe, Italian 
or Spani/b, French or Englijh : fome of them 
are grave and judicious, fome bold and im­
partial, others polithed and elegant ; but none 
of them feem to have poffe1fed a// thofe qua­
iitics, a perfed: union of which is requh;,ed in 
the charaaer of a finithed Hiftorian. 

The 



THE PREFACE. 
' 

The Hifto.j of Florence by Mi\.CHIA VEL­
LI, how beautifully foever it may be written, 
mull neceffiorily be liable to fufpicion from the 
known principles of its Author ; and the work 
of GUICCIARDINI, who bore an eminent 
part in the actions which he relates, is not, 
I believe, confidered by the Italians themfelvea: 
as a model of fine writing. 

M. DE VOLTAIRE feems to bear away the 
palm of Hillary among the French : his ftyle 
is lively and fpirited, his defcriptions, animated 
and ftriking, his remarks, always ingenious, 
often deep; and, if fome trifling errours are 
difcovered in his writings, we are willing to 
excufe them, when we reiect, that he is not 
only the heft Hiftorian, but the findl: Poet alfo, 
and the grea.teft \Vit, of his nation. He ap­
pears to be unjufily chargeO. with embei!i1hing 
his pieces at the expenfe of Truth, and wi:h 
reladng fads which he had not ex:1mined : 
this may, perh:1ps, be the cafe in c.ne or two 
jnftances f but his Life of Char!t:J the ~·u:dfth 
gains frelh credit every d.ty, and his ac..:ount 
of Peter the Gl"eat was extracted from the moft 
authentick materials: it was, indeed, the ne­
cetliry fate of any author, who fhould write 
the lives and adventures of thofe two 1ingular 
Princes, to pafs rather for the compiler of 
fables, .than for the relater of real events, till 
time ihould .confirm the truth of the actions 
recorded by him. It may be thought a•ro-

gant 
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ga.nt in a foreigner, to criticifc fo great a writer 
in the article of ftyle ana language ;' but it 
fecms to me, that his periods are not f'lffici­
ently expanded : he de1Cribcs a battle, and dif­
courfes on the fate of kingdoms, in the diCtion 
of an Eifay; and frequently huddles the moll: 
important remarks into the compafs of a 1hort 
fentencc ; fo that the perpetual retUrn of the 
full paufe makes his lilDgllage often dry, abrupt, 
and difficult to be read aloud without a fatiguing 
monotony. There are as many different kinds 
of ftyle, as there are different fubjeds : that 
of an eifay fuould be light ~nd elegant; of a 
letter, lively and familiar; of lln oration, co­
pious and elate ; of a moral difcourfe, grave 
and folemn ; but that of an hiftory ought tp 
be fmooth, flowing, and natural, without any 
graces but perfpicuity : yet moft authors form 
a way of writing peculiar to their own tafte 
and genius, which they ufc indifti:rently on all 
occafions j thus YQ/taire is equally gay, equally 
polifhed, whether he vrrites upon Hiftory, Cri­
ticifm, or Philofophy. His d!llinguilhing ex .. 
cellence is Wit; which, however, fomctimcs 
gets the better of his judgement. Wit is never 
difplayed to advantage, but in its proper place.: 
it has often a great effect in controverfy ; it 
may even be admitted into an effay ; it is the 
charm of cotlVerf'ation, when it rites naturally 
from the fubjed, without fecming to.be pre­
pared: but it fuould be wholly hanifued from 
hiftorical compolition, and folemn fpeeches ; 

Iince 



THE PREFACE:. 
fince nothing can be more abfurd, than to 
difcufs the weighty pojnts of legifiation and 
politicks in a firing of conceits abd alluiions. It 
fuited the Roman Orator's purpofe, in his defenCe 
of Murttna, to make the judges merry at the 
expenfe of the accufer, Cato; whofe Stoical 
principles he rallies with infinite humour; but 
we meet with no examples of this kind in the 
Catilinarion or Philippick Orations, when no­
thing IefS was concerned, than the defiiny, 
of the whole Empire : thus in the relation 
tion of common occurrences, if they happen 
to be of a ludicrous nature, there cannot be 
too much brilliancy and livc:linefs; but humour 
lhould no more find irs way into an hifloriC"p.l 
piece, th:m into an heroick poem ; and ail our 
vencratiori for the genius of A1i!ton will not 
make us excufe the impertinence of his jokes 
in his battle of the angels. I dwell the longer 
on the abfurdity of ill-placed Wit, becaufe all 
the works of Voltaire are tinCtured with it •1 

and he cannot give an abfiraCl: of the New­
tonian philofophy, without interiperfing it with 
ilrokes of humour. On the who!~, how~ver, 
Yoltairt is one of the moft agreea~le writers in 

• • His HijfDrits abound with fuch· turns as dlefe: t111uiiJ 
, .... lu .\!Df~itts fi jlaignlli~Ht a St. Nirolu tit kttr J.fam. 
C:bttrlts fuf.foit rt,tfr, gra~tu.i Di•71, tt fi prf;a:rau .i tit n1111<:~~tDt~ 
.,.,illlirts. His El1mmt1 if Pbilifojh; are ia.troduced with a 
numbp of llumoro11s diJTertations, the firll of wpich begit:ls 
with !his fentence, PlatQ11 rklait lll:llllffJII/o d "" rln flU -n;,s. 
rlv~ fk;u.is, &c. but. Plat11 did not write upon IMa, m a trip­
ping ftyle fu.ll of poiuts a.nd antithefes. 

[b) 1he 
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the world, and has brought his native Ian .. 
guage to the greatcfi elegance, which it feema 
L:apable of receiving. 

The Eng/ifh hitlorians are not to be read 
without caution: CLARENDON himfelf i• 
often liable to exception both in fcntiment and 
ftyle; and our language, indeed, was never 
entirely polilhed till the prefent century. I 
avoid touching 1.1.pon the works of living au­
'thors ; [eft, in my very preface, I lhould vio­
late a fundamental Jaw of Hillary, by incur­
ring the fufpicion of prejudice for a particular 
nation, or affection for particular men ; but 
another law obliges me to declare, that there 
are hiftorians now in Britain, whoiC: writings 
have fufficiently proved, th:lt if their fubjeCl:s 
were equal to their talents, they would be able 
to conteft the merit of veracity,. judgement, 
and elegance with the Ancients themietves. 
That perfeCt liberty, which forms the very 
effence of our conftitution, makes it unnecef­
t"it.ry for an Englijh hifiori:m to fhttter any po­
tentate or ftateiinan upon earth ; and our Ian- · 
guage, though inferiour to the Greek and Ro­
tnatJ, will not yield the prize of energy, variety, 
and copioufntfs, to any modern .idiom what­
<Yet. 

If all the hij/ories of Europe are deficient 
in one or other ol' ihe articles, to wbicfi we 
may reduce the rules of Cicero, we cannot 

hope 
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hope to find this ideal perfetl:ion in the nu ... 
merous compilations, with which the world has 
been peftered fince the revival of letters, and 
for which we are chiefly indebted to our neigh­
bours, the French. Thofe who judge th= 
moft favourably of thefe works, mufi: allow 
them at leaft to be ufelifs; for to what purpofc: 
are fa many of our years fpent in ftudying the 
languages of old Greece and Rome, unlefs it 
be to read the ancient compofitions in their 
original beauty, and to draw our knowledge 
from thofe fOtirces, whence all modern learning 
was derived ? It were happy, if nothing could 
be objected to thefe elaborate volumes, but 
their inutility; they deferve, I fear, an heavier 
cenfure ; fince it is certain, that they help to 
multiply errours, and abound in fables, which 

• the wifeft of the Ancients would have exploded, 
and many of which they really did explode, 
when they were poured into Greece thrcugh 
the fl:rainers of the Egyptians. It is agreed by 
all writers, that nothilzg Call be fo raj!:, nDthing 

Jo far rem()'f}('d jl·om the dignity of a wifo m.·m, 
as either to prqttfi what is JO!ft, or to a.lfert •u,obat 
haJ 1iot 6em J~!ficiently exami!Zld hy him *: yet 
one would think, that [he v:ery reverfe of [his 
\vas eltablifi1ed as a maxim by thofe, who fit 

• ~id tam temerarium, tamque indignam fapientis gra­
vitate ~ue eonftanti:l, q~ulm aut falfum [entire; aut quod. 
non fati• exploratC rerceptum fit et cognitum fine una du. 
bitatione defeodere Cu. d.: Nat. Dcor. 

[b 2] down 
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down to compofe the hiftory of aneient Em­
pires. At firil: one _is apt to fufpea~ that thefc 
c.:on.pilers are a fet of Wits, who agree among 
themfdves to impofe upon the cominon fenfc 
of mankind : fome of them tell us, that the 
.Arijlcphili were a people of the higher .Ajia; 
fame place Laojlkne~ and .Amyntas among the 
Kings of .A.ff)'ria; and others affure us, with 
a provoking folemnity, that Cyrus, befo1 e a 
certain bJ.ttle, ordered his f(lldiers to fing an 
Hymn to Caftor and Pollux; as if the .A.fljrians 
were acquainted with Greek names, or the 
Petjians with Grecian deities ; a multitude of 
thetC ridiculous bll)nden occur in almoft every 
page of our pretended ancient Hfflories ; but 
on a more intimate acquaintance with thefe 
writers, \VC difcover them to be any thing 
rather than \Vits, and find that their ignorance 
can be furpa!fed only by their dullnefs. The 
truth is, to write an hiftory, and to repeat 
what others have written, are talks of a v:ery 
differ-ent nature : we might find many Rollins 
in every hamlet ; but nature produces only a 
fingle 'I acitus in a courfe of ages. We have 
already ihown what a number of rare talents 
are required in ati hiftorian ; but a compiler 
may fucceed to his heft wifhes, if he have but' 
tolerable eyes, and a great fhare of patience, 
and, above all, if he be fortunate enough to 
be endued with a total wan1 of judgemen~ and 
fancy. 

0 

Whatever 
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Whatever errours may have been multiplied 

in ancimt hiftory by the foJiy or c:-edulity of 
fame authors; it is certain. that the malice or 
flattery of others has introduced as many. into 
the modern. A volume might be filled with 
the contemptible miftakes or wilful mifre­
prefentations of facts, which abou,nd in tht 
bijloty of Europe for the two fall: centuries. 
Let us turn our eyes to Afia: what a multi­
tude uf improbable ftories have been fpread 
over our pan of the world, ~oncerning the 
manners, the laws, the religion of the Maho­
medans! Euthymius accufes them of adoring 
tht nwrning .flar under the naine of Cobar; 
which is a palpable lie, arifing from the igno­

,rance of the writer, who heard the criers on 
the mofques calling the people to morning 
prayers by the words AUab Acbar, or G 0 lJ 
is the mojl High. Such a calumny may he 
pardoned in tO obfcure an author, whofe credit 
cannot mifiead many readers ; but a fcholar, 
and man of the world, like Grotius, cught to 
have bluG1ed, when he talked ,,f a fled c:ffin 
at l\fcdina, Jujj)(nt/rd i!' the air hetween t·wo 
hadflcnes of equal farce. 

An hHl:oriao, who is obliged to rely upon 
the vcratity of other men, and cannot fay with 
;Rneat, 1!1.!Jte ipfe 'Uidi et quorum pars magna 
fui, muft be very diligent and circumfpeEt in 
weighing and fifting his authorities, unlefs he 
have a mind to propagate errourJ inftcad of 

Jb ~ 1 efiabliih-
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down to compofe the hiftory of aneient ·Em­
pires. At firll one is apt to fufpea, that thefc 
l'OD•pilers are a fet of Wits, who agree among 
themfelves to impofe upon the cominon fenlC 
of mankind : fu1DC of them tell us, that the 
Ar!Jicphi/i were a people of the higher Ajia ; 
fame place Ltlojlknn and Amyntas among the 
Kings of /1./Jj•ria; and others affure us, with 
a provoking folemnity, that Cyrus, befo1e a 
certain battle, ordered his f(J1diers to fing an 
Hymn to Caflor and Pollux ; as if the A.!Jj1 ians 
were acquainted with Greek names, or the 
Perjians with Grecian deities ; a multitude of 
thcii: ridiculous blqndera occur in almcft every 
page of our pretended ancient Hijiories ; but 
on a more intimate acquaintance with thefe 
writers, we difcover them to be any thing 
rather lhan \Vits, and find that their ignorance: • 
can be furpatfed only by their dullnefs. The 
truth is, to write an hiftory, and to repeat 
what others have written, are ta:fks of a V!!ry 
differ-ent nature : we might find many Rollins 
in every hamlet ; but nature produces only a 
Jingle :tacitus in a courfe of ages. We have 
already ihown what a number of rare talents 
are required in ari hiftorian ; but a compiler 
may fucceed to his heft willies, if he have but' 
tolerable eyes, and a great ihare of patience, 
and, above all. if he be fortunate enough to 
be endued with a total want of judgemen((t and 
fancy. 

Whatever 
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Whatever errours may have been multiplied 
in ancirnt hiftory by the folly or c:-edulity of 
fame authors; ft is certain, that the malice or 
flattery of others has introduced as many. into 
the modern. A volume might be filled with 
the contemptible miftakes or wilful mifre­
prefentations of fads, which a:bou.nd in the 
hijlory of E:urofr for the two Jaft centuries. 
Let us tum our eyes to .Aj]a: what a multi­
tude uf improbable ftories have been fpread 
O\'er our part of the world, poncerning the 
mJnners, the laws, the religion of the Maho­
medans! Euthymius accufes them of adoring 
the morning jlor under the naine of Cobar; 
which is a palpable lie, arifing from the igno­

.rance of the writer, who heard the criers on 
the mofques calling the people to morning 
prayers by the wo1ds AUah Acbar1 or G 01J 
is the mojl High. Such a calumny may be 
pardoned in '0 obfcure an author, whofe credit 
cannot mifiead many readers; but a fcholar, 
and man of the world, Uke Grotius, cught to 
have bluthed, when he talked ,,f a flee/ ciftil 
at ~1edina, fofPmdrd irz th~ air between r.-z,•o 
loadjknes if eyual force. 

An hitlorian, who is obliged to rely upon 
the veratity of other men, and cannot fay with 
5-neat, ~~ ipft vidi et 'JUOTW/1 pars magna 
fui, muft: be very dili_gent and circumfpea in 
weighing and 1ifting his authorities, unletS he 
have a mind to propagate errour, in.fi:cad of 
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efiablithing truth, and~ to obtrude upon his 
reader a 1et of fables, which the faCtious or 
envious invent in all ages, anl:l which the ig­
norant or malevolent are always ready to cir­
culate. His caution mull: be ftill greater, when 
he records the events of very diA:ant nations; 
iince we have no fmall difficulty to learn the 
true fiare· of thofe occurrences, which pafs 
around us every da.y ; and it generally happens, 
that, the mo1e intimately we are concerned in 
any tranfaB:ion, the more miftakes we find in 
the publick accounts of it. Men are often at 
a lofs to give a perfect relation of aBions, 
over which they prefided in perfon ; as Pollio 
deted:~rl fcvcral errours in a narrative, pub­
lifhed by Cafor, of a battle, in which Ceefar 
himfi!f commanded ; or, to fpeak of our own· 
times~ as Ad!eifeld, in his defcription of Scbul­
iembourg's paffage over the Oder, difagrees in 
many points from the defcription given by the 
General himfllf. 

The Hiftory, therefore, of thofe events, 
which happen in remote countries, can hardly 
fail of being erroneous; for, in general, we 
are for.ced to depend upon reports of reports, 
echoed from the ignorant n~tives to inquifitive 
travellers, and brought by them to Europe 
decorated with a thoufand ornaments": and 
even if we fi:udy the languages of thofe na­
fions, and read their own Hlitories, we are 
~ommonly deceived, either by the zeal or 

malignity 
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malignity of the authors. The folloWing ex­
ample will confirm and illuftrate this obfer­
vatien. 

There are two celebrated hifiories of the 
Life of 'Iamtr!ane, one in Petjian, the other 
in Ara!Ji'ck, both of them written with all the 
pomp and elegance of the L!fiatick fiyle : in 
the fir:fi:, the 'Iartarian Conqueror is repre­
fented as a liberal, benevolent, and illuftrious 
prince; in the fecond 3 as deformed and im­
pious, of a low birth and deteftablc principles. 
It feems diflicult at firft to reconc:ile this con­
tradiction ; but the difficulty vanilhes, when 
we learn, that great part of the Petjian Hiftory 
was compofed under the infpeCtio .. n of 'Iamer­

•lane b!mfelf, and received only the polilh of 
language from the pen of .Ali nzdi; and that 
the .Arabian author bore the! moft inveterate 
hatred againft that monarch. .The ftory of thr 
iron coge, in which Tamerlane confined Raja­
zed, is generally treated as a fable upon the 
authority of the very learned M. d'Fler.belot; . 
who aff.:rts, that it is not mentioned hy the Ara-
6ian Hijlcrian, though he omits no opptJrtu.nity cf 
8eba.fing the moral charaE!cr of his Hero: this 
argument would, perhaps, be decitive. if it 
were founded upon true premifes; but unfor­
tunateLr, in the thirteenth line of the two 
hundred-fixty-eighth page, the .Arahian ex­
prefsly affirms, " that Tamcrlane JiJ enclofc 
'' his captive 1/dtrim Baja~td in a cage of iro?, 

[b 4] .. 10 
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' in order to retaliate the infult offered to the 
' Pufians by "' fovetcign of the lower Afia, 
' who had treated Shapor, King of Perfia, in 
c the fame maJlller ; that he intended to carry 

him in this confinement into. Tartary, but 
:c that the miferable prince died in Syria, at 

a place called .AJjhtbr.'' This &a: is not 
:he more true, for being aJTerted by y,. Ar~ 
fhah ; but it feems ftrange, that the judicious 
M. J' Herhelot lhould have overlooked this paf­
&ge, and lhould fpcak fo pofitively of A book, 
which he had read with tO litde atteotion : nor 
iJ the point itfelf of any great coufequence i 
but it may fiww, how caubous we thould be11 

in relying upon the authority .of illuftrioos 
names. 

• 

In this obfcurity of human aftilirs, nothing 
remains for a wife hiftorian, but to confine 
himfdf ,to great ~nd notorious even~, in which 
the true and iocontellable part of all Hiftory 
confifi:&. ; for, wheneVer he defcends to parti­
cular cbaraft:ers, and minute defcriptions, or 
attemptS to relate the very words, and unfold 
th~ fentiments, of princes, be will run into 
wildn.U and uncertainty, and lead his readers 
iniG a kiod. qf fairy land, while they apea: CQ 

he conducted through the paths of real know­
ledge. Since in Hil\t>ry, 88 in Philofop~ we 
caa only catrh the general and ftriking ret 
of 'I-h, it ia a folly to lieilk her pil!ture with 
D\lf owft iiD~ toloars, aod. to dr.U up 

· 'l'hao-
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a phantom of our imagination inftead of 11 
Ra!ity. 

There are a multitude of hitlorical pieces in 
the Ptr.fom, Arahitm, and 'Iurkijh languages 1 
fume of which are toleral?ly authentick, all 
curious and entertaining, but very few written 
with tafte <ir fimplicity, and none, whieh an~ 
fwer in any 'llegree to the Oi:mmitm itka of 
perfeaion : they contain, howevei, the beft 
materials for an Hitlory of A/ia from the age 
of Mahtttttrd to the prefent century, and the com­
pletion of fuch a work, if any man had leifure 
or courage to undertake it, would greatly en-
Pd> our ~"" literature. -

We come now, afi:cra long interval, to con .. 
fuler the P<r.fom Hiftory of the Life of NA· 
DER SHAH, whieh was tranOated by the au­
thor of the following, work. It muft be allow­
ed, that his teftimony is not wholly free from 
fufpicion ; but his narrative muft neceffiarily be 
more authentick, than that of our travellers, 
who could not poffibly be acquainted with the 
fa8:s, which they relate Co confidently. The 
P<r.fom hitlorian attended hi& Hero in IIWI}' of 
h1a expeditions, and was an ejc-witoefs of the 
aaions which he defcribes : it is probable, in­
deed, that his attachment to the Deli•- nf 
hi: country might induce him to paint Ntllln 
8bab in brigbtier and more plealing c:oloun 
than he clelCrYed , to caft a veil ewer the de-

4 formiliea 
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• tOrmities of his charatler. and to prefent us 

only with the beauties of it; but, as the work 
was finilhed after the ·death of the Monarch, 
aD4 as it palfes a verY free cenfure upon 'the 
latter part of his life, we may reo~fonably con­
clude, that the author delivers his reat ienti­
ments, though his veneration for the memory 
of fo extraordinary a man often betrays hirn 
into Cxprefflons, which border upon the mean­
eft flattery. The Petfon language bas de­
clined fo much from its original purity, that 
no great elegance could be expefud from 
Mirza Mahtldi: the woi'k is genuine, and may 
he' recommended as a curiofity; but I will 
fairly confefs, that. had I been left to my own 
choice, it would have been the laft manufcript 
in the world, which I lhould have thought of 
rranfiating: out of fp many Perjian books of 
poetry, ethicks, criticifm, fcience, hiftory, it· 
would have been eafy to have {eleCted one 
more worthy of the publick attentiOn ; and 
the works of Hafiz or Sadi might have been 
printed for half the expenfe, and in half the 
time. 

f was willing, however, to try, whether this 
Afiatick hiftory might not appear to better 
11dvanrage without the llif!Dcfs of a verbal 
tranfialion 1 with w~icb intent I drew up

0
a 

lbort abllraa of it in my naive language : I 
tlripped the original of its all'eaed Bowers and 
ornamcnu, and bcrc proiCat the Englijh reader 

with 
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with all the ioterelling faas in a plaia and 
natural drefs; but, in compliance with ':fully's 
rules, I have in fome places- ventured to inter­
pofc my own judgement upon counfels, aar, 
and events ; have prcferved the order of time 
without anticipation or confufion ; and havc;t 
occafionally interwoven the defcription of rc. 
markable plapes ; taking care to afi"ert nothing 
of any moment without the authority of the 
:t'erfom to (upport it, and not to run after the 
falfe gleam of conje19:ures and reports, by 
which moll: of the writers on the fame fubjea 
hue been led. After aU, I am Dr from ex­
peCting. that this little work will give me any 
claim to the title of an Hiftorian : when I com­
pare my piece, not only with the iba of Ci­
cero, bUt even with the produtl:ions of others, 
I arn like the drop of water, in the fable of 
Sadi, which fell from a cloud into the tea, 
anrt was loft in the confcioufne{s of its own 
infignificance. The chief merit of the book, 
if it has any, confifts in exhibiting in one ~iew 
the tranfact:ions of fixty years in the fineft part 
of .A/fa, and in comprifing in a few iliort fec­
tions the fubftance of a large volume. Life is 
fO lbot t, and time fo valuable, that it were 
happy for us, if all great works were reduced 
to their quintetrence: a famous fcholar at LnP­
ficlt propofed to reprint the vall compilation of 
M. d'Herbelot enlarged to the double of ita 
prefent fize; but he would de(erve better of 
~he learned world, if he would dimini!h it to 

· a fourth 
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a fourth part of irs bulk; by rejeCting all its 
repCtirions and fuperfluitic:s. -

Beton: I conclude this preface, it feem• nc:­
cdfary to give fome account of the two lhort 
traCts, which were de6gned as preparatory te 
the principal work • 

. It was thought ufeful to prefi>; to the Life 
of Nader Shah, a .fuccinffl difr:ription of Afia, 
and particularly of the Perjian E"!f'ire, that the 
teadel\ upon opening the Hiftory, might not 
lind hlmfelf in a country wholly unknown to 
him ; and that he might' he prepared for the 
Oriental names, which in fuch a work c.:ould 
Jlot pollibly he avoided, and are not eafily ac. 
commodated to an Eun/"an ear. Many read. 
ers are difgufted with the frequent return of 
barth and unpleafing names of rivers, cities, 
and provinces, the -wry .found if which, they 
lily, ,,..'Y' the idea if jomething Jtroage; but 
diey would be at a lofs to affign a reafon, why 
tbe Aras and the ForJt are' words lefs melo-. 
dious than tho Dnitp.r and the Bogh; why the 
arcbbilhop of Gnyra bas a fofter title than the 
J';ful/a of 1/IJa/;on; or why the cities of Samar. 
rtRHI and }jo/tbara are IdS agtecable to the ear 
thll1 IJ"Ilt'faw and O'RCD<D; yet the acconors of 
the IIOI'tltern kingdoms are read with pleafllte, 
••d are thought to abound with a variety of 
interrfting events, white the hillories of tba 
f;aft are negleded, and the 4/iiltick languages 

_ ~on6dered 
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confidered as inharmonious and inelegant. It 
mui\:, nevertheleii, be remembered, that a 
great part of Pn"jia, and all 81JKJi1111a, lie in 
the fame c!i~DMc with lhl~ and 1he South of 
Franct ; and that the renple of A.fo had amcmg 
them i. number of fine writer&, foblime poeh, 
eminent artifts, at a time, when our part of 
the world had neitlH:r learning, poetry, nor 
arts ; when the ineftimable remains of ltft­
tzandtr, Aledllll, S6J1bo, and the reft, were 
publickly bumc4 at Ctmjlttnti1Mple by order of 
a Greek Empm>r ; aad when the inhabibnts of 
all Europe be6des had never heard-of MelltttUkr, 
or Ak'a!us) 0< Stlpplm. 

The dilfcrtation on A.ftatidGeography-muil', 
from its very nature, be ftifF and uniform. 
Tully, wholi: noble ftyle might have given a 
grace to any fubjeB: whatoYer, had begun, at. 
the r<;queft of Altiau, to COIDJ'Dk a Gtogrtt­
phkai 'Ireatift ; but he never finifued it, becaufo 
hC found it a Hr~n foil, thJt '111M not J-1rrxnw­
llil/hJJ tht .Jiwllrs w bis !attguze • • . 

I was very foon aware tJf this objeaion ; 
bur, as fucb a work wao n~ to,my plan, 
it occurred to me, that the fa~ would a~ 

• Etanim ~-, q• coofi:il1MI'8Jilo. aaagi.ua upGI 
eR:; lt bcrCillc fuot rc& diilicllct ad ~ ........ 
a\~ ; oec tam poffilot ....,"',_,wsa., ']_Uim videbacur . 
.Ad Alt. ~. 3• 

pol~ 
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pear leis dry, if it wdre interfperfed with anec" 
dotes of Eaftern literature, and with fummary 

· accounts of the learned men, whom each city 
of .dfo has produced ; for a relation of all their 
fi~ges and revolutions would have been frill 
more unpleafant, and, in general,. the cities of 
Perfia have had the fame fortune with the 
Empire ilfelf. It will be fair to acknowledge, 
that, io both ports of the IntroduCtion, many 
paffilges are borrowed from the celebrated work 
of M. d' Herht!.t ; but nothing has been copied 
from him, which has not allo beeR found in 
{everal manufcripts : our materials were taken 
from the fame originals; and it is natural for 
two perfons, who fearch the fame mine, to 
meet with the f.!me kind of ore. The prin­
cipal Geographers, whom I confulted, were 
.dDu/feda, and Ulugbeg; the firft, a King of 
Hilma in Syria, and the fecnnd, a grandfon of 
7'amtrlan~, who was alfo an excellent Aftro .. 
nomer, and built a fine Obfcrvatory in his im­

,perial city of Samarcand. It is much to be 
wifhed, that a correCt Map of Ajia were en­
graved, with all the names properly fpelled, 
and the latitudes of the cities exactly marked, 
upon the authority of thefe illu:A::rious writers ; 
but fucb a work would require infinite labour, 
fince a number of manufcripts mufi: be col­
lated, left the miftakes of ignorant tranfcribers 
fhould miflead the defigner of the Map, o~~nd 
the line an of engraving be applied to per-

petuate 
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petuate their ridiculous errours •. Until fame 
Geographer, equally fkilled in the Eojlern 
languages, and in the fcience which he pro­
fdfes, will fupply an able artift with' materials 
to accomplifu. this ufeful defign, the reader of 
Ajiatick hiftory muft be fatisied with the Maps 
of M. dt Ia Croix, which are inferted in hia 
Liji! of 'Tamer/ane, and are far the mofi: accu­
rate of any, that I have had occafion to confult; 
efpecially in the defcription of Khor~n, where 
notice is taken even of the caftle at &!at, fo 
frequently mentioned in the following Hifiory. 
The reader will be candid enough to confider 
this elfay on the Geography of Ajia as the 
1k.etch only of a larger traCt, which, from the 
very nature of an introduCtory piece, mull 
needs be fuperficial and imparfeCl ; for it 
would be abfurd to make any introduCtion fo 
copious, as to divert the reader's attention from 
the work, which it was intended to illufirate_ 

In the jhort Hij/ory if Perjia, which follow• 
the chapters on Geogrdphy, I purfued, as clofely 
as I was ::tble, the plan of a book compiled 
by .Atticus, which was greatly admired by the 
Romans, but is now unfortunately loft : it con­
tained a1z abjlraCI of g_eneral Hiftor;•, and exh:_~ 

"' A table of longitudes and latitudes is already prepared 
by me.wwith a rlew to the work here recommended : but I 
de!Pair of ever finding leifure to execute a taflr.1 which te· 
IJ.Illi'CI fuch attcntiqa. and accuracy. 

~ited 
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!Jitetl in .,, 'View a relation o/ the mojl interejHng 
~11, that hofJP'ned in a period o/ {even hun­
-dred years •. Thus the ICcond part of my 
IBtroducnon comprifcs all the great and me­
morable occurrences in the Ptrjian Empire, 
from the doubtful and fabulous ages to the 
decline of the Sdi family in the prefent cen­
tury : it was extraB:ed from feveral .Afiatick 
writers, Mirkhontl, KbanJnnir, Perduji, &c. 
and mighl have been confiderably enlarged, 
lf all the &bles and dull events, which are 
found, it mufi: be confefi"ed, in great abun­
dance in the origin~ls, had been tranfcribed at 
full length ; but it bas long been a maxim 
with me, that, as nothing thould be admitted 
into Hiftory, whieh is falfe, how agreeable 1o 
ever it may Be, fo nothing 1hould be related, 
merely becaufe it is true, jf it be not either 
infir!lcnve or entertaining. The dullcft re-

• Cognofcat etiam reram geibrum et memoriz w:teris 
ordiacm, maxime fdlicet noJlrz ciritatis, &d et illljnitiforrun 
j~plrmnrr d "Z""' ilhlflri- : quem laborem nobis .Attki 
nofbi levavit labor f qui Ullj"tMIIIli~ n«ddiftlll t,.,prwilnu, 11ibil 
Om i/L.jl.-t jri#IH'fllitt"''• IMrtlllriVIJ f?tingntmm~ mm.ri- #lUI 

li61'11 e~lligiV{Iit. Cic. Orat. . 
Nempe ~um dic:i1, ~nit, '1,110 i!le !WIIIllll r,,.,. _;.,. 

lnwhtr, c::t, ut lllihi qmdcm vifum eft. pcrdiligentct COill· • 
plexus ell: l Ifl:um ipfum, inqu~, BNIIt, dico Iibrum. mihi 
faluti fuiJre. Tum .Attinu: Optatiffimum mihi quidCJn eft 
quod dicis; t"ed quid tandem habuit liber iftr, quOd ribi aut 
DOVup. aut tanto ufui pull'et elfe P Jlle veftl et ~. inquam. 
mihi quidem multa. et eam urilitatem, quam requjrebam, 
-, 1;tj/irt11is wt611il111 1,.1.,.11111• 11M i• c•flr8• .,;. "'liiirrtt.0 Icc. ~ -

Id. De Clar. Orat. 
cords 
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cords of ancient times lhould be prefcrved', 
that they may occalionally be confulted ; but· 
they thould be repofited in cabinets and ar­
chives : as the old arms and utenfils of the 
Romnns arc kept in mufeums for the infpedion 
of the curious, while modern pieces of elegant 
or ufeful workmanlhip are the confiant fur­
niture of our apartments, either for our plea­
fine, our convenience, or our defence. The 
poerical fables of the old Perjians, however 
curious or amufing, ought not to be mixed, 
like .gJittering drofs, with the pure ore of true 
Hillary : but, if fome ftudent of Eaftern lite .. 
rature would amufe himfelf with collecting 
thefe fables, and r<ducing them to a Syj/em if 
Ptr:ftan Mythology, he would greatly affitl: every 
learner of rhe .djiatick languages; who, with­
out fuc:h help, muft be ftopped in every page 
by allufions to adventures, of which he never 
heard i fince a man, who is unacquainted with 
the fairies, dragons, and enchanters, fo fre­
quently introduced in the poems of Fert!Mji J 

who knows nothing of the griffon Siflll)rg, the 
fpeaking horfc of Rojlam, the dark fea which 
furrounds the world, the mountain of KAf, or 
the battle of the twelve Heroes, can no more 
pretend to read the 6neft writings of Perjia, 
than he could underftand the Odes of Pinddr, 
if he never heard of the Trojan war, the groves 
11f. Hl;:ftum, the voyage of the ArgonOII!s, or 
the feveral attributes of the heathen Deities~ 

[cJ Th• 
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The Perfians would not readily furgive my. 

prefumption, if they knew :what a liberty I 
have taken with their Chronohgy, and how many 
thoufand years I have retrenched from tbe pre­
tended Duration of their Empire. They reckon 
but eleven Monarchs of the firfr race, and nineJJ 
including Darius, of the fecond ; yet they 
affign to the reigns of thefe twenty princes a 
period of above three tboufond years, or mJ 
btpzdred and fifty to each prince one with an­
other·; but thefe are Petjitm tales : human 
nature is nearly the fame in all ages; and it 
has been proved by the ftrongetl indutlion, 
that Kings feldom reign, one with another, 
longer than eighteen or t'UJenty years each • : fo 
that we muft afcribe thefe fiC!ions of the Per­
jian Chrono/oge'rs to the vain defire of aggran­
dizing their country, by railing its Antiquity 
fo far beyond the truth. 

It is with the utmotl diffidence, that I ven­
ture to add an ohfervation of my own upon 
any work of NEWTON'; whofc admirable 
tratls on the abftratl {ciences, and on the ap­
plication of thofe fi:iences to natural Philofophy, 
exhibit the nobletl fpecimen of perfeaion, to 
which the human inteUetl can be exalted ; and 
whofe qeatifes on lighter fubjetls, though in-

• 
capable, 
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capable, from their very nature, of ll:ria de­
monftration, are not without many firokes· of 
that piercing genius, which raifed him above 
all men who ever lived : but it appears to me, 
that his mediUfll of twenty years to a reign is 
too general, and that, in fame ages and nations, 
it muft be confiderably leU, in others, far 
greater, according to the nece.ffary difFerence 
of government or manners, in the difFerent 
empires of the world. Thus, by comparing 
the duration of the modern .djiatic!t dynafl:ies, 
fince the decline of the Califate, with the 
reigns of the feveral princes, I have obfe"ed, 
that thofe Monarchs have feldom Iitten on the 
throne longer than ten or twelve years each, 
at a medium; for, if one or two of them 
have contrived to hold their feats forty years, 
the greater pai't of them have reigned but .fix 
or Jeven, and many have been dethroned in a 
few months, feme, even in a few days, after 
their acceffion. This can be owing to nothing, 
but the imperfeCtion of thofe unhappy govern­
ments, where a Sultan no fooner has the dia­
dem on his head, than his minifiers, fons, or 
brothers, form a confederacy againft him, fo 
that he either peri1hes in the field, or clofes 
his days in prifon, to make room for one of 
his relationsJ who frequently meets with the 
fame fate: this is apparent from·almoft every 
page in the Hill:orics of motkrn .dfo. The 
<;afe was very diiferent in the infancy of the 

[c 2] P"fo• 
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Ptr~n Empire : the fovercigns were almoft 
deilicd by the people, wbom they had civi­
lized ; the temperance of thofe early ages 
might tend to lengthen their natural lives; and 
few of them were difturbed by civil wars or 
rebellions ; fo that we nuty fafely allow the 
fpace of foe hundred andfixty years to the two 
firft familie& of Perfian Kings~ or I'Wtnt)'-tight 
to a reign; which computation~ if we count 
backwards, from the death of Darius, in the 
three-hundred-thirtieth vear before CHRIST, 
will place the foandatio~ of the Perfian Mo­
narchy in the eight-bundred-ninetittb year be­
fore the fame Epoch, about fourteen years, 
according to Newton, after the burning of 
2"roy, aDd juil: a centrtry before fame General 
or feudatory of 'fahmuras founded the dynafty 
of the 4/Jjrians*: but here we muft obferve, 
that it is not poffible for us, to fix the precife 
years, in which each of thefe ancient Mo-­
narchs be1tan his reign, or how long each of 
them reany fat on his throne; fo that thefe 
calculations, when we dcfccnd to minute par ... 
ticulars, mull: needs be- v~ uncertain, and, 

• IE we retrera~ fo _m~y centuries fram the Antiquity 
of the PerJiaD Empue. lt u lDl'POfiible that C11i__.1U fhou.ld 
be dae /G"$ ~ Et.. mention~ in Scripture. u fame writen 
Jaave CODJC4umh 2Jid we have inadvenently cited thi& 
conje&.DIC without condemning it, ia the tlHrt.!•llilllh ~~~~ 
o( the Introdatlion; where the candid reader will alter the 
wonb, owhtJ f~ 111 /H till Ki•t if EJ.., into thefe, -­
/111M~~~~~~'' h. lc:c. 

where 
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where we cannot hope to find the perfett 
truth, we muft, like the old .A,cadtmicki, be 
content with a bare probabiJity. To conclude; 
if any efl'cntial m:ftakes be deteCted in this 
whole performance, the reader will excufe 
~em, when he refleCts upon the great variety 
of dark and intricate pcints, which are dil ... 
cufl'ed in it; and if the obfcurity of the fubjetl: 
be not a fufficient plea for the errours, which 
may be difcovered in the work, let it be con­

Jidered, to ufe the words of Pop. in the preface 
to his juvenile Poems, that there are 11ery jew 
things in thi$ colleCiion, w!Kch were not written 
under the age 'If Jiw tmd twrnty; moll of them, 
indeed, were compofed in the intervals of my 
leifure in the So•th 'If Frani:e, before I had 

, applied my mind to a lludy of a very different 
nature, which it is now my' refolution to make 
the !ole object of my life. Whatever then 
be the fate of this production, I thall never be 
tempted to vindicate any part.of it, which may 
be thought exceptionable ; but thall gladly 
refign my own opinions, for the fake of em­
bracing others, which may feem more pro ... 
bablc ; oeing perfuadedJ that nothing ;s more 

.,audable than the love of TrothJ nothing more 
odious than the obftinacy of perfifting in Er­
rour. Nor thall I eafily be induced, when I 
have difburdened myfelf of two more pieces, 
which • are now in the pref~, to begin any 
other work of the literary kind ; but thall 

confine 
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.;.;,fine myfelf wholly to that branch of know­
ledge, in which it is my chief ambition to 
excel. It is ·a painful confideration, that the 
profeffion of literature, by filr the moll: labo­
rious of any~ leads to no real benefit or true -
glory whatfoevcr. Poetry, Science, Letters, 
when they are not made the fole bufinefs of life; 
ID:lf become its ornaments in profperity, and 
its moft pleafing confolation in a change of 
fortune ; but, if a man addias himfelf entirely 
to learning, and hopes by that, either to raife 
a family, or to acquire, what fo many wi1h 
for, and fo few ever attain,. an lumourahlt re­
tirti!Jent in his declining age, he will find, 
when it is too late, that he has miftaken his 
path ; that other labours, other fiudies arc 
nccdfary ; and -rhat, unlefs he can affert his 
own independence in affive life, it will avail 
him little, to be favoured by the learned, 
cftccmcd by the emin~nt, or recommended 
even by Kings. It is true, on the other haod, 
that no external advantages can make any 
amends for the loiS of virtue and integrity, 
which alone give a perfea: comfort to him 
who poaefies them. Let a man, therefore, 
who wilhes to enjoy, what no fortune or~ 
honour can beftow, tin 6kjjing if ftlj~appro­
hatioll, afpire to the glory given to Ptriclcs by 
a celebrated Hiftorian, if lning acguainttd 
vitb aD ufifiil l<nD'IDitdge, if exprdftn'k what 
In hwws 'IIIith copioufn<ji and fmdom, •f ill'IJing 

his 
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his friends and country, and of di{daining tht 
mean puifuits #' lucre and intertjl* : this is 
the only career, on which an hood\: man 
ought tO enter, or from which he can hope 
to gain any folid happine!S. 

• r,.;,a. ,., ,.~ ~'"'"' .ul i~'lfVIWI1''" .,.ai-fa, tptd.'lfo"IJ, "' 

-' >::~~ ""'""'' Thucyd. z. 6o. 
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-The flow'r :;ond choice 
Of ~aany Provinc::r-1 f1om boond to bound, 
From .4rad.ofiu, froQ;~ Coml-r eafl:, 

And Margit~ua, to th' H.J.rtttlri- cliff~ 

Of Caucllj;,r, and dark Ihff'h~• dale•, 

From Atrcpati•, and the neighb'ring pl:riqs 
Of .tldiu6Cill!, MdiJr, :md lhe fouth 

N 

Pf s.,p-a, to llal/ara·~ h:1ven. 
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CHAP. I. 

THE PERSIAN EMPIRE. 

I RAN*, or the vall: Empire, which we 
commonly call P E R S I A, is a country 
bounded on all fides by feas or riyers. It 

~as the Indian fea on the fouth, and the Cafpian 
directly oppofite to it: the Perjian gulf, or, as 
the A.fiaticlu call it, the Gr~en Sea, the 'Iif,ris and 
Euphrates, the Cyrus and Araxes, the Oxus or 
BaE!ru.r, and the five branches of the Indus, di· 
vide it on the other fides from .Arabia, from 
Syria, from Georgia, from 'I'urkytan, and from 

• India. As all the provinces in this Empire muft 
have changed their boundaries in a courfe of 
ages, it will not be eafy to reconcile exaltly the 
accounts of ancient and modern Geographers ; 
but we fhall attempt to make them agree aa 
nearlf as poffible. 

• \:) lt-' 
(A 2] I'JRS, 



A DESCRIPTION ov ASIA, 

PAR 8 *, or Pelfo, has on the fouth a ~If, 
to which it gives its name, and along whiCh it 
extends near three hundred leagues: it hasKe1 nuin 
on the eaft ; ~h117.:f•4·J on thf: wcfl: ; and a, yafr 
defert, named Noubmdi!"tin, which embrc~.ces It 
on the north, divides it' from Khfiroj'Un, or, 'ihc 
PrtJVinu if the S.m. On the botder of this dc 4 

~ is the beautiful 7.'BIIey of BotLvin t, often al­
luded to by the Ar~~bifln poets, ,Nhich i:; reckoned 
one of theftur Paradifo: of Aja; the other tluc.: 
tre the vale of Dam.ifct'j• He ba,tkJ of the tin:r 
Obo!ltJ, and the plain uj Sogd, in !:.he ruidfl:: of 
which ftands the :Bomifhing city of Snmammd: 
all thefe places are faid by traveller~ to be de· 
liJ$htfully pleafant; and the mi.ldn.;:fs of the Jir, 
jomcd to the clcarnels of the rivulet~, which 
keep a perp.;:tu.ll verdmc on.the plain.,, gin us 
t!1c idea of the moft charn.i..3 fccne.s in nature. 

The :6ncfl: cities in Petju arc, 1. SII!RAZ, 
{urroundcd '· 1th pk.1f.1Dt g1rdcns, and famous 

, for ha,·ir.g ,sil·cn birth to th..: poet~, llaf.:z. auJ 
Stldi: its inhabitants :~,re iJ.ir .md well made, Utd 
are remarkable for the liYclinef.o; of their wit. 
~- TEZD, the bi1 th-pl1cc uf S{lmfiddin Ali, om 
eleg.mt ~uthor, who wrote the life of Tamer/am: 
and, 3· FIRUZ.JBAD, or, 'II·, &gi•o if Hap­
pint:fi, wherC :1, very able graq1macian was born, 
v.·}lO compiled an admirable dictionary of the 
.d.rabhk lan~agc, \yhich he juftly entitled ! .AJ. 
cti"liu, or, '1 "he Ocean; he;. lived in the fourteenth, ' 

• U".J4 
t lnP,./• !.:,.)~ Y~ 

t ln4•.6·" U".rliJI 
c:catury1 
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century, and Tn.merln .. io; faid to liave made him 
a prefent of Eve thoufd.nd ducatE : he is ufually 
c.tlled Fin1:-.aMJi. 

When you h:n·e paEed the defert of Nou!:en .. 
dizfln, you enter the province of KHORIL-.. 
SAN, the BaC!ri:•>1a of the Ancients: it is the 
moft eaftem kin~dom of Iran, :t"ld take'l •its 
name from lLM1 *, an oJd word for the Sun. 
It is bounded on the north by the Oxtts, 
t>n the weft by a dcfert, and on the eaft by 
the mountain!i of Candahti,·, which fcparate i~ 
from IJJdia. lts principal cities, all of which 
have been at different times the feats of Kings, 
are, 1. BALliH, where Lol.Jorofp, fucceffor to 
C;•ru.r, retired, having placed his fon tJpon the 
throne of Perfia; it wa<; the birth·place of Mirk .. 
bond, the hiftorian, and of the fub1ime poet 
Ge!a/cddfn, who wrote the Mifna<Ji, a moral 
work, highly eftecnied in the Eaft. 1. HER.d'T, 
the Aria of the Gr.:ds, .whence the territory 
depending on it wa<; called A1ia11a; it was a 
magnificent City, till it w:l<; 1 uined by the Tar­
t.trs: the learned Kbc.,&wir, who was born in 
it. gives us a full defcription of its palaces,. 
.mofques, and gu den!), in the twelfth cha.pter of 
hi" Gcner.1l Hitlory. $· .MERU SHAH} AN, or, 
Th~Ddh 1•t r;f !Limn; 1t was once a ple:J.f.'tnt tity, 

., .... "'H'' but h.l.d th.: f.1me fate with Hrrat. 4• N I<> o..· 
POR, which wJ.s built or repaired by Sbapur, 

• ~ P1rji411 _)~ Thh word-Is ufed by F 1.Juji; but; in 

the modern language of the poets, it is CODUDonly jainccl 
with ~ a word of lhc fame mcauin&:• .. 

fon 
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{on of .tlrtkjhir. Several excclleat men were 
born in this City, the chief of whom were 
.4ttM, who wrote a Pendntima, or book of In-­
jlruOiont, and Gatebi, who compofed a. poem Qll 

the lrJWJ of B11hartim, king of P~fia, and the 
fair Gukndtim. The great fquarc of this city was 
called M£idtin, in which wa.c; born a lecU'Ded gram· 
marian, thence named !1Icidei1li, who publlihcd a. 
large collettion of .J.rtlbian proVerb!!, with elabo· 
rate notes. The other populous city of Khora{an­
is, 4· 'JUS, now called .MESHEHED, or, '?:he 
lomb of ~Iartyr.r; which was made ip. this century 
the Capital of Khorafan; it was the native city of 
the aftrooomer NaJireddln, and the poet FerdUji, 
who, after a. number of adventures, ended his 
days in it. The little town of ]A~! or Z.d'~f 
deferves tet be mentioned among thefc cities, 
becaufe it was the birth-place of the illuftrious. 
JAM/, a moft animated and elegant poet, whofe 
beautiful compofit:Wn.s, on a great va~iety of 

· {ubjeds, ace preferved aJ:..Oxford in twentyatwo. 
volumes. He Bouri1hed in the middle of the 
ffteenth century, and dedicated one of his. 
poeaM to MDhammsd II. The cities of Ba/kh, 
Herat, and Meru, or at leaft the names of them, 
are very ancient : they are faid to be men~ 
tioned by Zerdujht, in the firft fe8:ion of his 
Pound, among the fixteen delightful places, 
which Ormufd raifed, and .dberman endeavoured­
to ddlroy. 

SEGES'l'.tiN ~. or SIS'l'.tiN, the D::i•••· 
ef the Greeks, has,part of the Difert, Ktr-

1114•, 
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man, on the W efl:1 and on the Eaft the country 
of Gour, famous for a rich mine of turkis-ftone~ 
betwe~n ·which and India lies the territory of 
.&iver ; it touches :dfo, ~t its eaftem boundary, 
the province of A!ULT".J.N, which makes a part of 
Sind: it has another defert, and part of A!Jurarz, 
on the fouth, and joins on the north to Zablefi_iin. 
The country of Seg_e.ft:zn confu'i:s chiefly of plains, 
and is very fruitful in palm-trees ; it is alfo tlch 
in mines of gold, the ore of ""·bich is. uncom­
monly purt. Its chief cities are, •1. B 0 S r, 
whence a moral poet of great reputation in 
}?eifta was named BOSTI; and, 2. ZERENGE, 
which was a populous and comme!"Cial town 
during the reign of the Sojforian princes. This 
province, and ZABLEST.AN, the ancient .Ara .. 
chifia, wete confidered as one principality by the 
old Perjians ; and Roj!am, the commander under 
Cyrur, held it as a fief from the Kings of Iran. 
Tht> cities of note in Zablefltin arc; 1. CABUL 
which~ indeed~ is gqera.lly reckoned the capital 
of another province, named CABULI~AN, and 
no man, as the Indians fay, can be called the• 
ruler of India, who has not taken poffeffi.on of 
Cribul. 2.. ftfEIMi!.ND, an :tgreeable town, fur­
rounded with meadows ·watered by frelli fuea.ms, 
and with gardens, that produce excellent fruit. 
;. G.dZNA, m· GAZNIN, from which the 
family of MahmUd, who conquered thefe pro­
vinces in the tenth c~ry, were called Goz... 
nn1is • it is an unpleafant city, and its inha­
bitants arc forced. to fend to Mffimmd for theit· 
fruit and herbage: : this city, as well as C4bul, was 
un'*r the dommion of the Indian Emperor in the 
prcfent century, but they were an eafy conqueft 
to the Perjians. -1• BAMI~N, which Gmghi:c 
~ by ftorm iu the :ear uu, and al;noft 

[A 4] rwncd, · 
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• 
toincd, in the violence of his grief for the lcrlk 
of his grandfon, who was killed during the 
liege. . . 

We may place the lqe province of SIND • 
next to ~egefi4n, becaufc, though it is generally 
teckoQed a part of India, yet it comprehends 
both M 0 C RAN, the ancient Gedr~a, and 
JIULTAN, which have been confidered as pro~ 
vinces of PerJia; and here we may obferve, 
that the Eajlerns divide the Indian Empire into 
two parts, which they call HIND, and SIND : 
bY. Hi!Jd, in its ftrid:eft fenfe, they mean the 
ddlrias on both fides of the Ganges, and by 
Siud, the country that lit's on each fide of the 
SindJb or hzdut, efpecially where it difchargcs 
itfelf into the ocean. Sind, therefore, including 
J.1lomln and Multtf.n, is bounded on the fouth by 
the indian fea, which embraces it in the fonu 
of a bow : it has Hind on the eaft, and C\D the 
weft, K.?rmtln, with part ctf S~ejltm, which aHO 

• bounfis it gn the north ; but if; with fomc f'..eo• 
grarhcrs, we make it compritC e\·en Zabli!./Mn 

'and C.f!Jul, its northern limits will e'-.tcnd aq fur 
:.~ C.1SHMIR t, that delightful and cxtraor• 
din:n-y valley, o..lebrated over a1l Atia for the 
.ingular beauty of its inhabitants, the Jet-enity of 
its air, and the abundance ofit'i delicious fruits: 
if, again~ we include Cajhmir alfo in this divifion 
,)f India, it will react as far northward a'll 
'II B 1'1 or '10 BA'I', the country of the 6octl 
muJk, which has China on the c:rlt, and Oriental 

t In Ptrfia.n 
.J"• 

'lartary 
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~ar1ary on the weft and north ; but we are 
wandering from our road : let u~ · n .. turn to 
lrttn. 

The principal cities of Sind are, x. DJIEUL, 
where the Por_tugtteji: had a fdt1CIJ!cnt. 2. 11!.1.i'f-
8UR,IJT, wh1ch .we by contraihon call Surill, 
fituatcd in .the territory at A'1'L11B~IA, a city 
well known to our merchants and traveller:. : 
and 3· B I RUN, famous for being the bitth­
place of A!Ju RiMn an excellent Aftronomcr and 
Philofopher. who travelled forty j ears in lnllio 
in fearcl]. of knowledge ; though fame 'QTi.tcl:, 

. 1Uppofe him tQ be a nati~:e of another Bitfm in 
Khml~m. 

Between l!Iocrao:, ' the mountains of which 
are wa1hed by a branc-h of the lud:u, and Pe•:fir, 
is the province of Kl!RtliAN*, 'or, as the AnU­
ents called it, Carmr.nia; which is bount.lL·d b} 
the defert on the norah, and on t11e fouch bv 
thcPeljian ~u1f: the wil of K1111d11 i& cxtiCnHI}· 
dry, cu. it IS watered .by no confid~rJ.ble riy._•r. 
The citie:; of this prodqce ate, 1. SiRJA.S, 
which the inhabit:mts haYe contrh·ed to wJ.~cr 
with artificial canals. 2 ... ZEREND, and S• 
HORMUZ, which was fOrmerly on the con­
tinent, but wo~s afterwa1ds transfe1nxl to an 

• ifla.nd of the fJ.me name in the gulf of PerfUJ. 
The commtrcc of thi~ city wo~s removed by the 
Pcrjian.r to the port of A~bas, or Gomr6n. Many 
learned men were bm1! i:t K!•,,a,, the moft 
celebrat:ed of whom wc1 t: the ructs KMjab 

• 

. Kerlll4ni. 
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Kermani, and Omadeddin •· the fi.rft of them was 
remarkable for' the richnefs and fplendour ¢ 
his ftyle:, the fecond for the corred.nefs and 
elegance of his verfes ; they both left coll.edions 
of their Odes and Elegies. 

To the weft of Parr is the province of KlfU. 
ZIS'TAN*, which the Greeks called Sufiana; it 
has no mountain in it, but confifls wholly of 
large plains. It has part of Perfian lr4k on the 
north, the Gulf to tbe fouth ; and it extends 
wdtward as far as the plains of WOJ!et, and the 
port of Bafra, whence Milton fays 

-----·'l'h• fouth 
Of Sufiana, to Balfa.ra's havena 

But he pronounces the word Btifra very im­
properly, and makes alfo a confiderable mif­
take, in putting into the mouth of the Tempter 
the name of a .city, which was not built till fiJt 
hundred years after the Temptation. The prind­
pal cities of Khuzijltfn are, 1. t£ 0 8 '7 A. R or 
SHUSTER, the ancient Sufa, famous for a. 
manu.faa~Jry of rich velvets. 2 • .J.HW.A.Z, which 
.has a large tenitory, or rather province around 
it: the counti-y of .Ahwaz contains the fmaller 
cities of Corkdb, Dour6k, Ramhormoz, and Aflar 
Mocram • 

..tiR.ABI.AN or Babylonian IRAK f, the ancient 
B4bJirmia. or Cha/dea, comprifes the diftrid:s, 
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which lie on each fide of the 'Tigris, and con­
fequently has Mefoputamia on the •·dl, and Cft .. 
hfjiJn or Parthia on the eaft. This Was the feat 
of the Bahyltmian princes; and the ruins of 
Babel or Babylon are fiill :fhown at fomc diftance 
from BAGDAD, the cap:tal of the province; 
which was built in the middle of the eighth 
century by the Calif ..A!manjrfr. This city wa& 
raifed on the fpot, where a Perfi.an ptincefS 
had formerly built a p.lla.ce, which :the called 
tbe gift of Bng, the name of het· idol; but 
Almanfor named it the Marifion of Pe~ZCe, becauU: 
lte had juft put an end to a fortunate wa'[', when 
the city was finilhed. BagdJd was alfo called 
Z AU Ri1, ~y which name the illuftrious and 
amiable ~grtli· mentions it in his poem~ 
entitled Lamia. The Arabians, '"t\"l1o inhabited 
this City under the Califs, were remarkable for 
the purity and elegance of th'."ir dialed; whence 
Sadi boafrs, that he kne~v the art of love, as 
well as a native of Bngd~J I fpoke the language of 
Arabia. The "iortan, Per:Jiar:s, and 'r'!I.rks have 
been fucceffively in pofi'efli.on of thi.i city: it was 
taken in the year 1638 hy the 8:1lt.m i1l:rad HI. 
a.nd it has rcmainc • .l to this day in the han do of the 
'Turkijb ptinces, for .dhmed, who govetncd it in 
the prefent century, had the addret~ to defend it 
againft the repeated affaults of the Per:fans. The 
other con1idcrab1c citic.> of Irf.k are; 2. CUFA, 
from which the ancient .drabick letters are called 
CU.Jick, for the modern charaders were not in­
vented till the beginning of the tenth century. 
The neighbourhood of Cufa has been rendered 
facrctl to'the Perjia111 by the tombs of Afi, and 
IIU Coo. Hu.fftin, who was killed on the plain of 

&r· 
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KerhelJ.*. 3· HETF, remarkable for· a fountain 
of naphtha or bitumen, with which, according 
to the Oriental tradition, the tower of Babel wa:s 
built on the plains of Senaar, 4· Jd..A.D.AIN, near 
which the ancient Ctiflphon probably ftood ; it 
was the metropolis of lral: in the reign of Peruiz, 
whofe throne of maify gold, covered with jewels, 
together with other ineftimable treafures, was 
found in it, after the battle of Cadif/lia, and plun­
dered by the Arabs. 5· ilOLVAN, where the ... 
Califs ufed to refide in fummer for the freihnefs 
of its air ; it ftands in the mountains between 
the two lraks: and, laftly, BASRA a com­
niercial City well known to our merchants ; it 
is nnpleafantly :fituated, by rcafon. of the" un­
common drynefs of the foil ; but not far from 
it the river Oho/la :O.ows through a delightful 
valley, and makes it one of the moft beautiful 
fpots in Afia. In this city was born the cele­
brated Hm-iri, who compofed a moral work in 
fifty dijfi:rtation.r on the changes of fortune, 
and the various conditions of human life, in~ 
terfperfed with a number .of agreeable adven~ 
tu.res, and feveral fine pieces of poetry : the 

• Mr. Hafii<WRJ has metamorphokd this Bt.~/Jy!DIIi~L" plain 
into a P"fi•• Prophet, whom he calls GbwluUm", (Vol. iv. 
F•~ 74) Sud1. a mill:ake is very e).cufable, •~ the name of 
KrriHia rings. fays M. ti"HTiniM, in ah the elegic:os that have' 
been compofed on the dea~ of h'l!!foin ; but the worthy 
writer had too gre:t a cpn6dence in hh authorities. The 
twelve prophe6. cr. m!)re properly. high-pri.eih of the 
Pwfo'"• are Ali, H'!/fo>~, ii:#f-in, Ali II. Abhmnwd, J•f~~r, 
jll .. fo, Ri-• .4lt. "Jtif• • .til; lH. H~, If. and lhhdi, 
who il fap~fed by me ~ea1ots of the rea to be: nm living, 
z.ud c!oome8. !-0 appear oa the taft day with chF MJ:J!iaf. ' 

• !lyle 
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fiyle of thefe difcourfes * is fo Tich, elegant, 
and flowery, that a man, who underftands them 
accurately, may juftly be called a perfeCt :p~afi:cr 
of the Arabick language. ' 

PERSIAN IRAK, named alfo CUHllffAN or 
the nUJuntainou.r country, and GEBAL, which has 
the fame f'eufe in Arabidc, feems to be tlie P~rthia 
of the Ancients : it is remarkable, that the words 
Parthia and Ptr/ia were both taken from one 
word, that is, Pars, or Parth, for the Ajiaticks 
had a letter, which they fometimes pronounced 
th, and fometimes s; Pars t fignifies a Leopard,~ 
and the country might, perhaps, have taken its 
name from its being infefted with beafts of that 
fpecies : but this is only offered as a conjeCture~ 
and the faCt, on which it is grounded, may hap· 
pen not to be true ; it adds, however, fome 
weight to this opinion, that the people pf 4fia 
ti-cqucntly ~ve names to countries from the 
:mimals which were found in them, or the plants. 
which they produced: thus part of Afrita wasl 
very probably, named LibJa from Lebio t, which 
fignifics a Lioneft in the caftem diale8:s. It may 
be worth while' to remark in this place, that the 
Old ma1t of the mountain, who is mentioned in 
our J.Ccounts of the Crufades, was no other 
than a Prince of the Jffllllt!ian f.unily, who 
reigned in Grbal, or tbtt tnountaintJru pro'Vinc~, 
wlih tl1e title of Sb~ikh, an .tlrabick word, :figni .. 
fying an Old 1114n :u well as a Prince. 

• l11 1.4ridl~l t..::.JL.l.i... }.f.r811141 or $111i•tT• 

t Ia Pufi4• lettcn (./"'./~ 
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·The two lrt~!u are faid to he fine provincet; 

and their beauties are patticularly defcribtd by 
the Ptr}h•n poet Khac4ni in his poem entitled lra­
iein, the dual number of Irak. 

0 0 

The principal citie!l of Cuhijidn are, I. /S­
P .AH.AN, which the Seji family made. the Me­
tropolis of their kingdom. The fplendour ~nd 
riches of this city under Abbas, and his imme­
diate fuccefi"ors, are weii known in Europe by the 
relations of Chtfrdin, who has defcribed them with 
a minute exad:nefs; but for us, who prefer the 
pius of its inhabitants to the luxury of its 
Xin~ it will be fullicient to mention the learned 
men, who were born in it : the chief of them 
were Onuid ElcOteh, who publHhed the life of 
SeMbeddin, whom \\"e call Saladin, in feven 
''olum~ and an account of the Siege D{ Jerufa/em 
in a feparate work, both 'i-Titten in a flowery and 
elevated ftyle i and the poet &m&leddf..,, who 
kft a Di'f:dr., or colletl:ion of his elcti'lfit verl"cs. 
2. HAMADAN, an agreeable city, fituated ne.ll' 
the mountain Al•vind, and remarkable for a freih 
and temperate air; it ·was thf: birth-place of an 
eloquent writer~ w~o produced fornc rhct01ical 
difccurfes, in imitation of which, Hariri com ... 
pofe.l hi& admirable differlations. 3· KO.M, where 
the rich eft Perfian filks were woven. 4• CASHAN, 
famous likewife for its m.mufa&ory of filk, and 
for the dangerous venom of its fcorpions, which 
has even pafied into a proverb. S· CAZVJN, 

· called alfo Gemalabad, or the Regio11 1{ Beauty, 
where many able fcholars, and learned 'hiftorians 
were born. 6. REI, the molt northern c!lty of 
l'arthia, in which were born the fublime phjlofo­
pher Fakhreddfn, arid the phyfi.cian, commonly 

• - call~ 
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called Ra:i, whofe works begin to be known 
jn Europe, as thofe of Boerhaw begin to be 
ll:udicd in Af.a ' and 7. NOHAVEND, celebrated 
for being the fcene of the laft battle, which the 
Perjians were able to give to the Arab.r, who 
gained a complete viaory under the command of 
Ebn remen in the year of Chrifi: 641, on a day • 
which the Arabians call * 'The vilfory· rtf '1Ji8ories. 
Thefe cities, togethc;r with .Abher, Sav~ an4 
others, hive been cx.altly defcribed by the 
traveller Chardin. 

The province of C:ehifl4n has on the Eaft the 
vaft deit!rt of NoubendigtJn, and, on the Weft, 
.Aurbigian, the ancient Media ; its fouthern limits 
are the borders of Szifiana ; its northern, part of 
Dilem and Mazendmin. 

AZARBIGIAN!, or M.dia, .AR.RAN or Atro­
patia, and ARMENA, or Armenia, are confidered 
by fome Eaftem Geographers as One Province 
or Kingdom, and we may, therefore, defcribe 
them together. They are bounded on the eaft 
by part of Cuhifoin, and the Cajpian provinces, 
on the weft, by Rfim, or the lower Afia ; on the 
north they have Geor(ia and Circ.qjf~a, on the 
fouth, a canton of M.ejopotamia, and CurdiJi4n1 

part of the ancient 4JliriiJ. The moil remark .. 
a.ble cities of .iharbiguin are; I. ARDEBIL1 

confidered as facred 6y the Peifums., for contain .. 
ing the tombs of Seji_addin and Heider, the vene­
rable ancell:ors ~f the Sefi family. •· 'IAJJRIZ, 

COlD• 
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eon:tmonly called '.fo.u.ris, which, in the laft ci:n•. 
tury, was a large and beautiful city, but has 
been much impaired during the late diforders 
in Petjia : it ftands at the foot of a· mountain, 
whic~ the Greeks called Orontu~ a word. cor .. 

• rupted~ perhaps, from Orond; and a finall river 
winds throqgh its ltreets. The air of "Fouris is 
cool, dry, and fo healthy, that it is faid to have 
taken its name from its qtJality of refilling any 
noxious infection ; for Cfab lignifies a JM.Jer, and 
Rf~ is the participle of Rikhten, to difpeife *. 
There was an ancient city, "hid1 ftood nearly 
in the fame place, and is callc~fTaCpli" by Ptolemy. 
rf he moft illuftrious petfon born at '1 •bri~, was­
the poet Hemtim, who 1lowiihcd in the thirteenth 
century, and was contemporary with Sadi. There 
is a ve 7 agreeable ftoiY toJd by M. tf Herbelot 
of thefe two poets, which, ,though foreign from 
the fubjefi of geography, UefervCii to be iiDerted. 
Stidi, who fpent his youth in travelling, hap-. 
pened to meet Hem.tim 1D a certain city, CJther in 
a bath or at a banquet : they converfed for a 
lons- time without knowing one another, and 
difcovcred the pLlccs of their birth • fome time 
after, Hem4m, obferving that Sadi was almoft 
bald, a defect imputed to the air of Shira:; 
fhowed him the bottom of a cup, which he held 
in his hand, and afked him how it happmcd, thaJ 
the heads of the Sl•iTOdizns were Jille th•t cup: Sadi, 
without he.fitating, took the cup, and, prefenting · 
the hollow part of it to his companion, tell me 
firjl, faid be, h()W' it btippens that the he•ds of the 
'1abrizians are like this. Hemtlm, who was very 
rich and well born, ~ furprifcd at fo Uilart" a 

reply 
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reply from a dervife, for Sadi ufed to travel in 
that drefs, and began to treat him with more 
refped:: " Tou comr, faid he, from Shiraz.; do you 
" /mow Stidi ~ har he compojed any new piece of 
" poetry fO' Sadi replied, that he knew him, and 
repeated fome of his Jineft veifes. The other 
was highly pleafed with them, and afked him 
if the people of Shiraz fit any 'Value on the poems of 
Hemfim; li.e anfwered, that they were gteatly ad .. 
mired, and repeated a couplet taken fi-om them, 
which intimated, " that there was a 'l:eil hetueen 
" his belowd and him, but that it •was time tu 
" remtJve it, and have a full view of her peife'­
" tions ." Upon this they made themfelves known 
to each other, and cultivated the ftritteft friend .. 
fhip till their death. • 

The great cities of Arran and Armmia arc, 
GANG/4, and ERIV .AN, it:~ Capital, a la1 gc but 
unpleafant town, without any fine edifice in it, 
or any other ornament than a number of g.1rdens, 
and vineyards. ~me Geographers, and among 
them the prince of Hamab, place in Armcni.1 
the cities which we confider as belonging to 
Geor_$_ia or Gurgijlan; thefe are SHA.tUCUR, and 
TE/<US, a city not large but tolerably elegant : 
it is wafhed on the eaftern fide by the river 
Ker or Cyrur, and defended on the other fides 
by firong and beautiful walls. 

SHTRVAN• and DAGHEST.dNt or 'J'l_,uoun­
try of rocks, are thofc provinces which Milton calls 
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-The Hyrcanian cliffs 
Of Caucafus, and dark Iberian d.lles. 

The firft of them feems to be derived from 
SVr, a lit;n, :lnd the fecond from Dtf,th, a cliff. 
Daghyian, the ancient .Albania, whidi is inha­
bited by a bold and warlike race of banditti, 
cc1lled Lekzies, reaches along the Cafpilm to the 
borders of the ~fJian Empire: it bas on the 
north the vaft defcrt of Catxhtic, which has ever 
been the nurfery of hard)r and untamed war­
riours ; and extends from the Wolga to the im­
menfe regions of north-eaftern 'Tartary or Siberia. 
The cities of Shir'Vtin are, I. BACCI, a port on 
the CafPian lake, whence it is called the Sea of 
Bticu : !! • Sl;IAMAKHI, a city well known to 
the Rr!ffi.ans: and 3· DERBEND or the barrier, 
'"hich ftands at the foot of Mount Caruafus or 
Keit.if, and commands the Cajpiun : this place 
was called by the ancients Cufpi01 port.z, by the , 
Turks, Demir Capi, or, the gate of iron, and by 
the Arabs, B4belabw4b * or the importa1tt pa.f 

• fnge. It was anciently confidered as the boun"' 
dary of the Perjian Empire, and an old king 
of Petjia built to the north of it a vaft wall, like 
that of Chiira, which has been repaired at differ~ 
ent times, in order to prevent the incurfions of 
the ~hoz.Ors, and other favage nations, who in· 
fefted the rocks between the Cafpian and 
Etntine feas. Some ruins of this mound are :frill 
to be feen, and the cement of it is as hard as 
marble. This city was once thought fo con .. 
fiderable, that the governor of it had the privi­
Jege of giving audience in tJ golden chair,Phence 

tho 



/l DESCRIPTION oF ASIA. 
the territory around it was called SerlreddheW, 
or, the thnme of gold*. 

D/LE},f and GHTLAN, the country, perhaps, 
of the ancient Cadrifti and GeltZ, are defcribed 
together by the illuftrious Geographer Abu' I 
Fedi, prince of Htimab, who reckons but feven 
towns in them, neither of which are at all re­
markable : thefe provinces, according to him, 
contain two degrees from fouth to north, and 
about three froni weft to eaft. Thefe two col,ln­
trics, joined to TABERESTAN, and MAZEN­
D_jRAN t, fecm to form the great kingdom, 
C<tlled by the Ancients HJ·rcania and 1\fargiana. 
The ca.pit.tl of !>.lJ.zendeni.n is, A~~ER.1BAD, 
which fiand~ in the tcnitory of Jo. j,:n; and the 
chief city of Tal ere..tlan is, AMOL, the birth­
place of lim Jo,-eir or '1nberi, an exaCt and 
agreeable Hiftorian, whofe work was pub-

• lithed in Ara!Jick at the beginning of the t.::nth 
century, and has fince been tt anilated by eminent 
writers into Perfuzn and '.Tutkijh. 

lihuare=m, or KHAREZlllt, the countl)• of 
the ancient Cbofnjmil, lies on each fide of the 
Oxus, as far as the place where it formerly 
difcharged itfelf in~o the Cafpian ;_ fu ,that.it be­
longs partly to lnm, partly to 1!dan: 1t has 
great 'Tartary on the north and north-eaft, 
Kboraftitf on the fouth, and is bounded on the 
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eaft by the Cf"ranj'o:tatJ provinces. Tbi: word 
Kharezm fipillies m old Perfian .. eafy conquejl, 
a.a.d took 1ts name, we are told, frOm an ex .. 
prdlion of Cyrus, who, having in this .country, 
defeated a numerous army of '1uranit~ns, with 
little lofs on his fide, was heard to fay 
KhareznU bUd, or, it was an eafy 'IJiCiory ; a tradi­
tion, which feems to prove the antiquity of the 
Perfian language, for Rezm, in tho modern 
dialeB:, :fignifies a battle, and Bzid, it was. 
The Khartzmians have always been efteerned 
lovers of mufick and . poetry ; fame of their 
verfes are preferved in Arabick, which were very 
fprightly and elegant. They have not a very 
warm climate, for their rivt:rs arc generally 
frozen in winter. The principal cities of Khrm:=m 
are, I. CORCANGE, whofe inhabitants ufcd to 
traffick in raw filk and faffron ; it ftands on the 
weft of the Oxus, which in this place bends its 
courfe to the north. 2. Cd"TH, once the capital 
of the. province. 3• HEZARESB, famous for a 
caftle almoft impregnable. 4· DARGAN, the 
firft city which you enter, if you c:ome from MerU 
in Khorafon. 5· ZAMAKIISHIIR, renowned only 
fer being the birth·place of a great fcholar and 
ilhle ~marian, commonlycailedZama.M}hMi*', 
author of a moft learned and entertaining work. 
jn ninety-nine cha.pters, which he chafe to en• 
#tle AI Raht, 'or The Vernal R,e,reafj,m t : to tbefc: 
pties Abulftda adds F AR;1BR a fin all town clofe 
l:o the Oxus1 near which tbe river ill fordable. . . . . 

1!l Amdck cJ _r:r-j I 

t !» Anbick .,;.!I,:Y I (;P'.,l 
IJ4DAKJI, 
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BdDdKHSHAN and· 'IOKHdRES'IAN*, 

the countries of the ancient M.a.ffizget,z, lie to­
wards the fource of the GihUn or O~us, and are 
fcparated from 'Furtin by the diftriCt of Khotl4n, 
and the town of Vakhfo, which ftand.s in a plea­
Cant and fruitful territory. There is a city alfo 
p.amed Badakh}Mn, near which are fome mines, 
wbere the balaft rubies are commonly fouqd. 
We have a colled:ion of poems by a native of 
this country, who is commonly called Badakjhi; 
one of his couplets is quoted- by M. d'Herbelot, 
in which he compares the life of man to an hour­
glafi, that is alwayJ alternately high and low t• 
On the fouth of Badakjhtin is the province and• 
city of CAND.AHAR t, fituated in the moun­
tains, which the Greeks called Paropamifo.r • 

A.LGEZIRAH, or the Peninfula, for fo the 
.Arahia,u call the province of Akjopotamia, lies, 

•a.s its Greek name imports, between the two 
rivers 'Tigris and Euphrates, or, as the Eafterns 
call them, Degelab, and Fortlt. This extenfive 
country is divided into four Dit1r, or cantons, 
which took their names from as many Arabian 
tribes, who formerly :lettled in them ; that of 
Beer is heft known to our Geographers. The 
principal cities of Me.fopotamia are, I. ROHA, 
called by our writers Edejfo, which was taken 

" ol.O:.......J~-' o~ 
t The Pwfi- couplet is. 

~~ ~1····!. a:s::.-w~ !,!.(1; .. ~1 .. ..,;r\· u•· 
._;;...p ~~-_, _jJ ~ ..... 

I In P"fin jJ><JJ;> o 
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by the Crnfaders, and afterwards recovered by 
the Perjians from Baldwin, King of Jerufalem. 
2,. HARRAN, which the Romans called Carrhte, 
where Cra./fiu and his army \\'ere defeated. 3· 
RACCA, not Aralia, as it is written in the maps, 
the birth-place of the aftronomer Battini, a 
very accurate obfenrer of the heavens. 4• NAS­
S I BIN, the Nifibe of the Ancients, which has 
been a fubjed: of perpetual contention between 
the Perfian and Rf111an Emperors: and, 5· MU­
SEL, near which it is fuppofed, that Nini'Veh 
was anciently built ; it was the native city of 
an excellentmufician, thence named M!tfeli, who, 

'by the power of his melody, is faid to have 
reconciled the Calif AI Rt1jhfd to the fair Ma­
ridah, his miftrefs, at whofe behaviour he had 
taken fame oJFence. 

C.HAP, 
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C H A P. II. 

THE TARTARIAN KINGDOMS. 

T HE large and beautiful kinJtdom, which 
lies between the GihUn and "Sihfm, or the 

ancient Oxus and laxartes, is caHed by the Per· 
:fians WRAN*, by the ~rabians, Mawaran­
nahar t, or, 'The province !Jeyrmd the river, and by 
the Greeks So~diano, from the pleafant-valley of 
So{d, which :fhall prcfently be defcribed : they 
might have called it Mefopatamia, .if that name 
had not been before applied to another country. 
It has Tibet on the eaft, and on the north, the 
vaft regions of 'Turkejlan or Scythia, which reach 
to the confines of the RNJ!ian apd Chineft Em­
pires. The valley or plam of SOGD t p:tffes 
among the Afiatidu for one of the moft delight­

. ful fpots in the world ; it is an l!Undred and 
twenty miles in length, and fixty in breadth, 
and a large river, named Cai, rolls through it, 
whicli. branches into a thoufand dear ftream-;, 
that water the gardens and cultiv.:.tcd lands, 
with which the whole plain is covered. In the 
midft of this vale ftands the city of SAl!I.AR­
CAJt{D, which w.1s very rich and ~ouri~llng in 
the fourteenth century : the tcrntory ts now 

'poffefi"ed by the Uz.bekl, a warlike nation, who 

• • l:J '-' .fi . 
tIn Ar•lli(l~l 

J InPrrfi.m ~ 
took 
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took it from the defcendants of 'I'amerlane. That 
Cmqueror was born at C.J.SH, a pleafant city, 
about a ~y's journey from Samarcand. In fhort. 
Sotdialla hcs in the fame climate with Italy and 
P1 o'l.'ence, and ha~ the advantage of a fk.y per· 
petu.illy clear, the cooleft rivers, and the moft 
extellent fruits. The other famous cities of 
'Ir:mftxianaarc, I. BOKJIAR.A, through which 
the Ruffian merchants ufi:d to pafs in tlieir jonr.· 
neys to China; it was in thii century the feat of 
a iOvereign prince, whom Mirz.tJ Mahadi calls 
kin9 of Bokhtira, by which he means the whole 
terntory of Sogdiana. ::!. NdKHSHEB, where 
a celebrated author was born, who wrote in 
Perfian a book calied fhe 'Ialu of a Parrot, not 
unlike the Decomerone of Boccace. 3• Z.AMIN, 
where the fincft manna of :Jl i!fia is. gathered. 
4· OSRUSNAH, furrounded by adillrict, that 
has four hundted ftrong cailles in it. S· FAR­
GdNA, the birth-place of a great aftronomer, 
ufually called .Alfar~a~:i, who Hourifhcd in the 
ninth century. T~e mountains ne•r Farg&na 
abound in tuJlcis .. froDes, as well as in rich mines 
of gold and filvcr. 

The vaft Empire, which lies .beyond the Iii~~ 
aries, between the dominions uf the Czar and 
th~ E.-nperor of China, is called by the Afiaticks, 
who fpeak ccrrcaiy, 'IURKL'S'T.AN*,' or, 
The £(junJry of the Oritnta/ 'Turks, an ancient 
and martial people, who, under the names of 
Getu, AJ.oguls, and 'Tartar.r, have, at different 
times, poured in great numbers into the more 

wcllcm 
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weftern and fouthern kingdoms. The prinCipal 
cities of 'IurkrflJn are, I. B.ALASAGU.N, which 
was once its Capital. 2. SHASH, which W.ves 
its name .to a river that floWs from tb.e ·SrhUn, 
and joins another called Fardb. g. SHAHRO­
KHI.A, built by 'Iamer/ane upon the birth of his 
fon, whom he called Shabrokb, or, Ched with 
the mk, becaufe he was playing at chefs, and 
had jufi: beat~n his adverfary by that ftrokc, 
when he received aews of the prince's birth. 
This city fiands on the banks of the Iiixartes, 
over which there is a large and elegant bridge 
in this part. 4· FARAB, or F.ARIAB, other­
wife called OtrJr, the birth-place of two very 
]earned men, the great philofopher and mufician 
AI Faridbi, and an able grammarian, known to 
us by the name of AI Jfd4heri, or, 'l'be ]roJeller, 
who compiled a voluminous dictionary of the: 
Arabick language, entitled Sebah, in which the 

• ,principal words are il1uftrated by chofen pa:II'a~es 
from the old Arabian poets*· There is nothiDg 
very.rem1rkable in the other cities·of 'iwkej14n,• 
as /Mk, 'lOne tV, and the refi: ; they £land between 
the ,ninety-ninth, and hundred and firft degrees 
of longitude, and are between forty-one and· 
~orty-three from the Equator. The province of 

• Thislaboriou ftholar loft hi' fenfes through an excdi of 
lraming, and was killed by a fall in a mad attempt ID fly 
with a pair of waxen wings. 1 he title of his work S1W 

L~ lignifies Jlll'it], and alfo bto~~hll; whicll gave acca­

fion ID a ridic:ulold miilake of a FnPKh Orientali.ll:, who 
tranaa~ the life of 'I' .,N"lmu from the .Jr.l,icl.· the hiito­
rian, (peaking of the death of a certain..frJ, fq•, Ill tliltl 
lrl:t tiv lllllhor ~1 Sew.h, that is, .IJ 11 f•ll }"rnl tiH ttl if hit 
~ufi, which the Frenchman, not knowing the alluiion, 
tranfl:!.ks, lu tlid in ptrfcll bttdlb.1 

KHO, 
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KHOIOL.AN deferves, indeed, to be more paL· .. 
ticularly mentioned ; it lies between 'Tartary, 
B•doki~PJim, and the territory of Balkb ; its chief 
city, which has alfo a confiderable diftric1:: around 
i~ is named VAKHSH; and the whole country 
is rcprefented as fruitful, pleafant, watered by 
fcveral rivulets, and even rich in golden ore, 
which the fucams oflcn bring down the moun­
tains mingled with their fand.. 

At the e.~tremity of 'Furkf}Un, are the coun­
trie.'l of KHAL:I. and liH01EN, which border 
on Cbina, and, in this century, were governed 
by an independent King, who fent an ambaira­
dor to Nader Shah • . The city of KbGten has a 
large territory round it of the fame name, which 
is f.unous for producing very fine muik., equal 
to that of 'libel. A Per.fian poet, quoted by 
Gl./iru in one of his manufcripts *, alludes 
to the mutk of this country in the folloVI-ing 
paifage : ' 'Vhen thy charminf;' letter was 
' brought to me, I iaid ; " Is tt the zq>hyr 
" that breathes from the gardens, or is die fky 
" burning wood of aloes on the ccnier of the 
" fun?. or is a caravan of mulk coming from 
"Khotent!" To underftand thcfc verfes, we 

• See the BibliQthlrpu OricMnlt, p. 999· where, by fomc 
accident, the original of th~ third verfe u wnitted. 

t la Ptrji~n~, 
. d v..;r .. l£1·. "(,. .._, .. / 

I:)"< ..., .>-! >' .. J"' . . . ~ 
v..... . ., L...., .?:. ,., (" .. ~ ~.) . J-r-

....,._.J"' uy: ~.J~ ft'! ol.-IY. 
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muft know,, that the Ajiaticks have a cuftom of 
perfuming their letters, which they tie up in 
little bags of fattin or damafk.. The city of 
CASHG./IR alfo, with its territory, belongs, 
accordin&" to fame writers, to Kbati. ; as well as 
KHANBALEK, which the Eafiern Geographers 
place ac.1u:illy in the Chine(e Empire ; this is not 
the Camha!tt of our trave1fers, which is properly 
called Cahalig, and ftands forty-four degrees 
from the Line, and an hundred and three from 
the Cana"riu. CA RAG U .M is likewife · a city of 
Khuta, and is fituatcd in a large plain tf)'f)ered 
with black Jand, from which it derives its name • 
.All this extenfive Empire was conquered in the 
thirteenth century by 'T11mugin or Gen;:hiz, who 
penetrated even into China, which hts fuccdfor 
Ol/rii"almoft wholly fubdued, and took the city 
of N4m Kim, or NanJ!. King, where the Chinife 
prince A/tUn burned himfelf and all his family, 
that he might not fall into the hands of the 
ltfoguft. 

CHAP. 
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c H A 1>. m. 
THE INDIAJ:il EMPlRE. 

r HE celebrated Enipire of India· is calle 
bythePediano mnd, or HINDUS'IAN' 

Country tif the HindUs : it is bounded on th 
weft and fouth by the Ocean, on the north b: 
Candahar and 'turin, on the eaft by Chin 6r China 
for fo the A.fitJticks call the Peninfula beyond th 
Ganges, which comprife& the kingdoms of 'li 
pr11, Ajam, Aracan, and SiQlll. The country o 
Hind is divided into three parts ; I. Guzertll, 0: 
DEGAN, including moft of the fouthern pro 
vinces, and, among them, the city and tenitoro 
of SU MEN.Af', where Sadi, as he tells us in ~ 
Boftan, had an adventure with the worlhippen 
of an ivory image, whofe artful.contrivance ht 
detc=Cl:ed at.the hazard of his life. 2. MALABAR 
or, The country of the Malais, which includes wha.l 
the Arabiam call Beladelfolfui, or, The land OJ 
pepper t, and is terminated on the fouth by the 
cape of Comron, famous for producing the befl 
aloe-wood, a favorite.perfume -Qf the 4fiatidu; 
to the fouth weft of .this promontory are the 
numerous iflands, which we call MaldiwJ, and 
the Arabs Rahihtit, and a little to the fouth eaft, 
the funed Strandfb or Seilin, which pro· 
duces fo many precious perfumes, jewels, and 
fpices. M. d' Herbe/DI remarks, that tltc: Eafiern 
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· Geographen .fay nothing of the cinnamon~ with 

which Serandib abounds, and, as they call that 
fpice the 'WfJOd of China, he imagines, with.fome 
apeearance of probability, that it was tranf­
plaD.ted tO Sei/Jn by the. Chin4fe, who, as it is 
currently reporte(i, had once a. great conQeClion 

·with the natives of that iil.and. Farther eaft­
ward are the ifla.nds 'of Samtmder, or Sumatra, 
&imi, or Lameri, which may, perhaps, be 
].a'Ua, thou,gh, by the accounts of it, one would 
take it for the lame with Samander, 'and then 
.A/hinDman will be ]IJ'Va, ]4/Us, the .Moluccas, and 
lt<hhrage, or Soborma, Bornn; to which ille the 

. Eafterns feem te confille their knowledge Of 
.Afittt-ick Geography '!f' ; for what they call the 
ille of Anam, is no other than the fouthern part 
of the peninfub, which the ancients named The 
Widen Cherfon1Ufl; and as to Sinf, Sili, and Sin­
dnfU/at, they are rather ports· on the coaft of 

• China than iOands.. The city of KbantU, which 
the ]earned .Aflican Prince ]/.dri/li mentions, 
feems to be t11e CantOn of -our merChants. • 

·The third diviJion of Hind is called .MJBER t 
by the Arabi.zns, and extends from the gulf of 
.Bengal On both fides of the Ga1tges as far north­
watd as the ftraits of !UtJ!el;; and here we may 
obferve, that it is ufu:d wtth the Lfiaticlu to give 
the fame name to the countries, which lie on 
both fides of any confider:~blc river: thus the 
province of Sind is divided by the Indus, Kha­
rezm by the·O~w; Palejllne by the Ardm or ]or-

• Thty J.Dd. that a _city called JiM&~ b fituated It 
the extremity,_ of 0\11' Hemifphere. , . 

t 1n ..tr.Uid· r I or, 'I1H J'ilfl'· 
dan, 
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dan, Egypt. by the Nilt, and this part of India 
by the Ganges. The ancient fyftem of govern­
ment; whicll prevailed in this country, teems to 
hav~ been perfealy feudal ; all the territofies 
were governed by RaT's or R4jas, Who held 
their lands of a fupremc lord called Belhtir, the 
feat of whofe rdidence was the city of CAN­
NOUGE, now in ruins. There is a curious 
book at Oxford, which was prefented to the 
Univerfity by Mr. Pope, and contains the pic­
tures of all the Kings who reigned in India, from 
the mofi: early times to the age of crimftr, whofe 
defcendant BOber founded the monarchy of the 
Moguls at the opening of-the fixteenth century. • 

DEHLI, called alfo ShahgeMnabad, was the 
Capital of a kingdom, which bore the fJme 
name, where a race of Mahomedan princ.cs reigned 
before 'lamerlane, who were }ayers of poetry 
and eloquence, and liberal patrons of learned 
men : t.his City# as well as a grc.tt part of the 
Indian Empire, has been agreeably dcfcribed by 
1\ol. Bernier, who tells a pleafmg fi:ory of two 
Raja's, named Geme/ and Po/ta,. who were be­
:fieged in a caftle by Sultan Achar, where, fear~ 
ing to be Jed in chaips by an infultins Conqueror, 
they made a defperate fally, in whoch they loft 
thor lives fighting boldly to the lafi moment : 
he adds, that Acbar ordered the ftatucs of tbefc 
two illuftrious brothers to be cut in marble 
upon two elephants, and pl~cd over the gates 
of Dehli. To the north weft of this city fi:ands 
Labawar or LABOR, the capital of Penjrib, or, 
Y'be jive Ri'Vers, a province fo called, -betaufe 
the Indus is in that part divided into five large 
branches : it fec:ms to have been the ancient 

kipg-
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kingdom of P6r or Ponu *, which is almoft the 
only 4fiatick word, that the Greeks have not 
'corrupted, Our travellers mention a iine road 
of two hundred and fifty leagues, with mws of 
beautiful ·trees on each fide, that reached from 
.Arm~ to Lah6r ; and it is obfervable that the 
P~rfians call that city alfo Rab'Ver t' in aJlu:fion, 
perhaps, to ti1is road. We cannot forbea::- men­
tioning in this place the city of BENARES on 
t~e Ga1:ger, fum om for an academy or college 
of Jndion pricfl:s, comrno:1l'y called Bnmem, who 
once potlC~ed all the lcarnins of Indict, and 
fpoke the language, in which IJidj .• ; "rote his 
excellent fables : there. are fame (ll this frater-
nity remaining, but their 1ca."1lh·~, it i~t pro­
bable, bas not been preft.-rvcd among them in 
any gr~at degree, and their ancient language 
begins, like the Greek, to be refpeded rather than 
known. · 

• In Ptrjian 1 a.J which lignifies alfo in Indian a 1Rfl11fi-, · 
_,~-~ 

tnJ abot!~, a city; hence Bij4fo, ..JY-:1#:! ufually called 

rifapw. 
t In Prrfia•..)~..) literally, ha<ui"la rwd. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 

THE TURKISH EMPIRE. 

T I/IE pm}nfula Df .ARABIA, for fo it is ca11ed b_y 
the ea.trern. Geographers, has the gulf of Peryia 

on the north-eaft, .and the fea of Omnz4n on the 
fouth, whence the province, that lies between 
them, took the name of Bahrein, or, The 2""wo 
Stas ; it is bounded on the weft by the Bahar 
AI Temen, or Red Sea, which has alfo the name 
of Co/zqlll, taken from a town of Egypt, now 
entirely ruined ; on the north. it has ShQm or 
Syria. .The triple divifion of Arabia into Temm, 
or the Happy, Hej4z, or the Defirt, and Hajar, 
or the Stony, is well known to every reader ; yet 
it will not be ufdelS to add a fhort defcripti.on of 
tbofe three provinces. 

rEMEN*, a delightful country, which had its 
Arabitk na.me from the advantages of its fitua­
tion, is divided from Hej4z. by high mountains 
and vaft deCeits ; it produces the fineft inceofe, · 
and other valuable perfumes : the fweetncfs of 
its fruits, the refrdhing fuade of its woods, and 
the coolnefs of its rivets. which Bow perpetually 
down the mountains, make ample amends tgo 
its inhabitants for the heat of the climate, which 
muft needs beveryintcnfe, as the city of .ADEN 
is but eleven degrees from die Line. Its other 
principal cities are, r. SANAA, which was the 
feat of"the Y'ohai"'s, or ancient kings of Tt>men. 
2. ZEBID, nearly in the £une latitude, 'I com­
mercial city, known to the merchants, who fail 
from Ethiopia or India. 3• M4reh, or Saha, the 

• 
• c:ity 
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city of the .llrabitm Princcfs who vifited 8~/omon, 
fituated in a feJ tile territory called HAD­
IIRAAIUT, the Hadramyteue of Ptolemy. We 
muft not omit, that the entrance into the Red 
~a is called by the Arabians the .r:at~ if tears*, 
bccaufc that part of the ocean is extremely dan­
gerous. 

HE}.AZ, or the Defcrt, is principally celebra­
ted for its two cities, ii'IECC.d, the birth· place of 
Mabomtd, renowned over all Afta for its C4aha, 
or Srptare T't:mple, which the old Arabian.r ufcd.to 
decorate with the rnoft bc~mtiful compofitions of 
their p..•ct~, writtca in golden chara~tcrs on the 
1ilk.y p.~pcr of J.~'!J'r"t; and 1":1TREll, or 1/:i!:a, 
called aliO, bv c:>.cdlcnc;:, /JLUEDJN,f, or T/:,• 
Cily, in which the Arabian lawginr was buried. 

11tc chief city of IIA}3R i"i 1'.-1MAJ.1LJ, ·w!1ich 
gives its n::nnc to the tcrritury around it: thi:s 
was tl1c ·country of tl1c :mckr.t pccplc caUd. 
Cfbam•;d t; who were cxti,·patccl, acc01·ding to 
the traditions of .irs.I•!.J, fer rcf~!ing tn brc.lk 
thi.'ir idllls at the command ot the prophet 
Sd/,b. 

SH.:!JE!, or SJ•ri,l, has !!ajar on the fimlh, and 
part of the lo'~;cr . .dfia. on the ~or1th ; its eaftern 
and wdlcrn limits arc the l:ttjwrafes and the 
AL.•.iih·rraJ:,·an. Tl1is country is fo well known 
to our hifi:orians, ancient and modern, and to 
all our tra\'clll!l'S and merchauts, that vt.-ry 

In Arabic;k wv.;.,ll ui.J B,;fufmrm/d,, 

f ln :\nbifk ~),J • • . l \1..1 
'[c:J littl<t 
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little needs be ·faid of it in this place ; there is 
fcarce a city in it, which has not bad its particular 

~ hiftory, written in feveral volumes by authors, 
who kemed to forget how fmall a part of the 
globe they inhabited, compared with the vaft 
Empires dd'c!ibed in the pret:eding pages. The. 
two principal cities of Syria arc. •· DAMASHC, 
or Dam4flus, ncar which is a valley or plain 
reprefeuted by the Arabians as a moft channing 
fpot, and Dill of the .four paradifu of Afia. 
2. HOUB,. or Aleppo, where the learned Pocock 
'acquired fo perfect a knowledge of the Arabick 
langt!a~. 3•7ER1ISALEM, or A/cod!, Cfhe Holy, 
which 1s ftill held facrcd by the Mahomedans, 
who, whatever may be faid to the contrarj, are 
cerbinly • fill of C~riftitmS ; if, indeed, they 
deferve the name, while they follow tlle ilnpiauli 
hcrefy of Arius. 

RUM*, or the &man provinces, which are aifo 
called.Anatolia, have the Empire oflran on the eaft, 
and are bounded on the otht:r ftdes by the Bl11ck 
Sta, the drthipelago, and the.~..1L:dit:rrancan; this is 
the country fo jnfdy famed for producing many 
of the great poets and line writcr:i of the ancient 
"A"orld, fo that. whatever may be faid of the 
Perjian and Arabian compofitions by thofe who 
are unable to read them, it canna' be denied 
even by tbflr., that Afia has given birth to men of 
the brighteft parts, and tbe moft exalted genius. 
The '1hratian Bol)horu.r, {o frequently mentioned 
in the fiCtions ol"the old poeti, fcparatcs this p:ut 
of dfo from the city of CONS'I'ANTINOPLE, 

• r..v 
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-..blch was made the feat of the 'Turkifo Sultana 
in that memorable period, when karni"g re-r.·i-ved 
in Italy, and the art of printing, which was then 
invented, ferved to promote and to fix. it; when 
our apartments were firfr adorned with the wfu 
of ChintJ and the fi/ks r{ India; ~hen a new world 
was difcovtred and fubdued ; when the light of 
reafon and liberty was fprea.d over part of 
ChrifiendtJm, and felivered it from the worfi: of Of'" 
preflion, the tyranny '.{ fuperjlitim and impojhtit. 

[C •] 
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-Here thou beholl!,il 

.A.Ifjria, and her Empire'! ancient boumda. 
Arturts. and the Ct~/pi~m l:r.ke; thence on 

As far as ],.QJ eafr, E:uphratts weft, 

A. 

And oft beyond-FOl' now the Ptt.rthiu king 
]n Cttjiphim hath gathered all his hoft 
Againll the ~tbiall!, whofc i.ucurJions wild 

·Have waflcd. f."zdimra. 
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C H A P. I. 

THE PISHDADIAN FAMILY • 

• 

CAIUMARAS *, w.ho {eems to be the King :Before 
of Elam mentioned in the Scripture, c~:::.T 

founded the Perfian Empire, and fixed the feat "-­
of it in the province of .dzarbigian. He was 
oppofed in his noble enterprifes by the in~ 
habitants of the mountains and forefh, who, 
1ike the wild lf'art11r1 and Ara/Js, dwelled in tents 
oravems, and led a rambling life among rocks 
and in deferts. The rude appearance of thefe 
Savages, compared with the more polifhed 
manners of thofe, who "firft began to be civilized, 
gave rife to the fillion D{!Mmons a~Gia,qs among 
the Per.fians, who call them Divest and repre- · 
Cent them as declared enemies to Man. 

HUSHENGt, Grandfon of Caimnaras, wa&", 

probaPly, contemporary with .Mi~W, and, like 
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B.c. B6S.him, was eminent for his Juftice and excellent 
~ Laws, which gafned hi!6 the furnamc of Pijb­

d.ld*, or 'Ihe Leg:jl.lfcr, whence the li,rft race of 
Petjian Kings took the name of Pifodadians. 
He taught Agriculture to his iilbjecl:s, and made 
great improYements in the art ; he advifed them 
to water their fields with artificial canals, a 
cufiom frill frequent in Pel:fio, where the foil is 
uncommonly dry. He alfo difcovercd mines of 
iron in his kingdom, which metal he wrought 
into weapons, and tools for hufbandry. He 
was the firft, who b! ed dogs qnd leopards for 
hunting, and introduced the faihion of wearing 
the furs of wild beafts in winter. He is aUO 
{J.id to have built the city of Sbujler or Sufa, to 
have extended the bounds of b.is Empire, and 
to haYe penetrated as far as the coafi: of the 
lndia,J Sea. 

l!.c. s;s. 2"AH.MURASt fuccecdcd his father Htifhenrr; !te ' 
built feveral cities in the two provincfb of

6
lruk, 

and among them Babel or Babylon, and Ninioveb. 
ncar the ruins of which the cities of Bagdad and 
AL!fll arc now fuppofcd to fiand. He affigncd 
the governmer.t of thefc. <.ities~ with l.u·gc ter­
ritories ann·:xed to them, to hi~ mofi: illufttious 
1\Iinifl:.::rs, who arc kno\Wl to us by the m.mcs of 
AJjrian and Ba!>)'knian ?\lonarch!-<, though, moft 
pwbably, they payed homage to the fO\·crdgn 
lords of Iran. 

This prince encouraged arts and manufaCtures, 
and particularly the planting if rice, and the lwtd-

•ul~ ..... 
inz 
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ing of fdk""'WWrnu ; he firft ufed a complete fuit of B. c. a 3 ~. 
annour, and civilized many barbarous nations,~ 
whence he was called Dtvknd *, or, 'Ihe cramer 
Dj GiontJ •• 

' GEJISHIDt :finifhed the City of lfiakhar, or, B.C.aoo. 
as the Greeks called it, PerfepuliJ, which his uncle 
'Ta!Jmuras had begun, and the ruins of which 
are frill fhown, by the name of Chehlmin4r t, 
or, Cf'be FfJt'ty PillnrJ. Fe introduced the ufe of 
the Solar Year among the Per.fians, and ordered 
the lirft day of it, called Nurin.JI, when the Sun 
enters the Ramfto be folemnized by a fplendid 
feftival. This gave a beginning to Mhonomy 
among his fubjctls, and at tl1e fame time, per-
haps, to the idolatrous refped:, wl1ich the com-
mon people :tfcc:rv,rards fitoVI'ed to the Sun. 
Ge!I!J1.1id, 11r Ge111, for he i3 known by both 
names, was a wife and magnificent prince : 
he was the firft, who infrituted publick: baths, 
2nd encouraged his fubjcct.s to diYe for pearls 
in the Gn:m Sea, or Pt!l}iall Gulf; he im·entcd 
tents and pa\-ilions, and difcovered the uie of 
lime in huildin~: he built a ftrong bridge over 
the i"i!;:-iJ, wh1ch, according to th>! .J.jiathk 
writerS, was dcmolill1ed by the Grcel·s. Yet 
this illufl:rious monarch was unfortunate in 
war : he was driven from llis throne by Zoh/ic, 
a native of Arabia, and fpcnt the remainder of 
his lifi: in t1 avd. The Queen. his wife. r..~."·ed 
her iOn l!'triJw~ from the llfurper, and educated 
him in a difi:ant retreat. The Perfians fay, that 
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J, c. loo. tJWjiuzl infirummls were invented in the reign of 
~ Gtmjbid; and they add, that Pythagwas and 

'Thales were his Contemporaries. 

J.c.,~o. ZOHAC•, the Uf~, was a. deteftahle 
Tyrant: his cruelty forced the Perfians to re­
volt, and a General, named G4o, having de­
feated him, drew the young Feridfm from his 
retirement, and placed him upon the throne. 

I. c. 750. FER!Dl!Nt is confidered by the Perfians as a 
model of every virtue: he gave the province of 
lralt or Parlhia to his Delivert G4o, as a prin .. 
cipality for life; and havin~fent for the frandatd, 
which that officer ufed m his battJe againfr 
Zohtk, he adorned it with precious ftoncs, and 
preferved it in his treafury i· 

Feridun, wHhing to fpend the laft years of 
his life in a ftadious retirement, divided his vaft • 
dominions between his three fans: he allotted 
Syria and the weftem provinces to Salm, who 
was, perhaps, the Sa/numaifer of the Jews; he 
gave the country' beyond the Oxw to 'f'Ur, 
whence the 'frllllfoxan Regions were called 
Y't1r4n, and affigned the kingdom of Khorafon 
and all the heart of his Empire to !rag~, his 
youngeft foo, wbofe fhare took the name of 

• 0"'~ . t <:.>)Uo!.t 
l Thi1 Standard, which bore for many agc51hc name of 

GtWfti, L_s-i Glf if; (aid to have beea brought iDto lhe field 

by the laO: ling of the s~ .. race, when his army enrgcd 
the ..lrdJ at C~ in the year 636 of hi' ma; but It lVII 

takeo bv 8..6, O_.s general, who difl::ri.batcd. dae jewels, 
whith ailomccl it, among hU oBiccn. 

' ' l , . - ~rtl71, 
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lr4n, which it run retains. The two elderB.C .. 130o 
brothers, thinking this divifion partial, made ~ 
war againfi: /rage, and flew him in a cruel 
manner ~ they would even have dethroned 
Feridun, had not M.%nucbeher, {on of /rage, a 
youth of great hopes, led a powerful army 
againft them, and avenged the death of hts· 
father. Thls divilion of the Perfian empire 
~to Iran and 2"'uran has been a fource of per .. 
petual diifemions between the Perfians and Tar-
tan, as the latter have taken every opportunity 
of paEmg the Oxus, and laying wafte the dit-
triCb of Khorafan ,.they have even pufhed their 
conquefts fo tar, as to overturn the power of 
the Califs, and afterwards to raife a mighty 
Empire on the banks of the Ganges. 

l.IANU Cl-IEHER * made great improvements B. c. 7so. 

in tht: government of Perjia, and was the :&.rfi: · 
{rho began to furtify his cities v.rith ramp.&Its and 
flitches. He was fond of improving gardens, 
and of cultivating curious plants. He was not 
fortunate in war, though his General and Vizir, 
the fon of Neriman, was the braveft hero of his 
age. In his reign the celebrated Rojlam. is faid 
to have been born of RudQba, an Iodi<ln prin-
cefs, by Z:ilzer or "The golden-haired, a youth of 
cxquifite beauty and eminent virtues: but, as 
Rnjlom was, certainly, a Commander under 
Cyrus, he muft, if we place him under 
ltfanucheher, have lived above an hundred and 
.fif!y years ; which is fcarce credible, tbou gh fucb a. 
~ilion may be allowed in the poems of Ferd'!fi •. 

. NUZAR, 
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:s.c.695, .NUZAR*-, fon of Manucheher, fucceedcd to 
~the diadem, but not to the glory, of his fAther. 

· While his court was torn in pieces by a number 
of factions, Afrajuib. King of 'fUr.in, a lineal 
defcendant from 'Tftr, fon of FeridUw, paffed the 
Oxus with a formidable army, and, having de­
feated the Perjian Monarch, fiew him with his 
own hand. This Invader reigned twelve years 
in Perfw, but was forced by Zalzer, or 'Ihe 
Rrince with Golden Hair, to repafs the Oxut, and 
return to his own dominions. It is more than 
probablt; that .Afraji!Jb was a coinmon name for 
the Kings of Afiatick '.farfa'J' fince the grand­
father of Cyrus, whom we commonly call Af 
l)'flf!,tS, bore the fame name, and we cannot fup-­
pofe Him to have been the firft invader of 
p,j,. t· 

)I.e. 66~. It wa'J not long before the 'Tura1zians invld~ 
Iron a fecond time, and, by forcing the great 
commanders of Peif:a to defend their own 
Principalities, reduced the power of the Petjian 
Kings to a fhadow • .Afrafitib, either the monarch 
above-mentioned, or another of his name, is 
reckon~d the ninth king of Pe1jia. 

B. c. 639· Z.Afrt was a Prince of the royal line, and was· 
placed on the throne by Zalur, but enjoyed only 

• .)()y 
t !1!-e family of Otbmtlfl, who now reign at C,,jattt,.,~u, 

Are Wlllm\1 to be reputed defccndo~nta from this Ki.dt of 7" 1111111, 

and are attcred with the :Epithet of .Afr~ 1fJJ, or 

·~ y~;; I '-t" u Af,afol, • 

• z ).i 
fbi 
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the title if Kiny, as the f"uraniam hW. overrun B c. 6 19• 

~at part of his Empire, and kept him in cone (.r.r..J 
tmual alarm. The(e arc the Scythians of our 
Ancient Hiftories, who are hid about this time · 
to have invaded the kingdom of the .Medu ; 
but our heft hiftorians are apt to confound them 
with the Srythians of the N~i·tb. 

GERSH ASP•, fon of Za'l:, or KISHi' ASP, as B. c. 6s1• 
fame writers call him, reigned but a few y~. 
if it could be called reigning, to have the name 
of King, and to be more helplcfs than his fub-
jcCts: he was the]aft prince of the PijlJd,ulionr. 
During the reign of thete monarchs in Perjia, 
if we belie\'C our ( 'hronologers, Dido built 
Carthage, Homer wrote hi~ Poems, which were 
afterwards brought into Grme by Lycw-gus; the 
P)rmnids of Egypt were raifed by O!'Ops, Cfphren, 
and Kitocris; the Ajjjri,zm founded a powcrftJl 
IJynafty; Athens was tirft governed by Arch:m.r ,· 
and Sabaco, whom the PeTjian.r call CU.s Pildcndt~ 
or with tbe r~th of an Eltphant, becaufe he .firi1: 
made ufe of that bea.£1: in his wars, became 
fJ.mc-us in Etbiopiu, and fpread his amts over all 
Africa. This w.trriour was contemporarr with 
l'eridim, who reigned, as we have feen, !even 
hundred and fifty years before Chrifr, at which 
time, fays Nt:'Wt&r., Sabato the E!thiopian in~ 
vaded Egypt. Rrm~, the rival of Carthat.e and 
.Atbm.r, w.ts built in the reign of Gerjluifp. 

C H A 1'. 
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CHAP. ll. 

THE CAIANIAN FAMILY • 

._c. 61o. WHILE Zalzer, the moft powerful prince! 
~ of Perfia, was encamped in his province 

of Seifiin, the Drangiana of the Greeks, Afra-­
jiab, who had fubducd all Media, confidi:rcd 
himfelf as Sovereign of the Empire. By this 
time, another fon of Zav, named CrJhJd, be~ 
to diftinguiih himfelf in his engagements ~ft 
the 7uranlans, and, being :Uftftcd by Zalur, 
whofe fon &.flam was very young at this time, 
he was mabled to drive the invaders from Iran, 
and to place himfelf upon the throne of his 
ancc:ftors. .Aiflh,lur, who flourifhed but an 
hundred years after this event, rightly attributes 
the recovery of the Empire to this princet 
whom he calls IJ Mede, in his crrogdy of the 
Perfiam:" The 6rl1: Leader of the aTJI'.y, fays he. 
" was a Merle; the next, bis fon, completed 
" (or rather promoted) this v:ork, for wifdom 
" guided his mind: the third was C.yrus, a for.o 
" tunate -MI\0. *·" It is evident, that tbefe 
three Kings are Cai Cob4df, ·cai CiiUs, and C4i 

Ojr11 
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Gfiu or Kbofra; whom the Greeks call Cyaxeres, B.C. br •• 
Darius the M.ede, and Cyrus. The firft fyllable of· w:-
Cjaxeres is apparently the Cai of the Perji.a!U, -
which lignifies a Great King, and was prefixed 
to the names of thofe three princes, whence the 
whole race were named Caianian.r. The Ancients 
tell us, that Cyaxeres flew the Scythian Chiefs at 
a feaft, to which ·he had invited them ; but the 
Eajhrnr are filent on this head, and it feems 
more probable, that the crartars were compelkd 
by force to repafs the Oxu.r ; our authors make 
them retire beyond Cho/cos andlberitZ,confounding, 
as ufual. the Oriental with the Northmz Scylhians. 
Cai Cohtid made feveral wife regulations in his 
king-dom, and ordered the publick roods to be 
UiVJded into paift.mgs or fpaces of abaut four 
miles. 

CAJCAUS* is caUed by our writers Dariu.rB.C.6M1 
the Mede, and it may here be obferved, that 
Dtira, or the So1;ereig~ was rather an Enithet than 
a proper name of the P~fian King;; ~fo that the 
DllFirks, or pieces of money, which were knf'wn 
at .tlthen.r, might haYe been Coined by any P.·r· 
fian Monarch, and have born that name without 
the lcaft impropriety. VVe muft alfo remember, 
that the 4fiatick Princes had ftvera/ different namt-s 
v tillu, which circumftance ha& been the fource 
of great confufion in our hi:Hories of· the E'afr. 
1 he Petjian writers mention nothing of the 
Ltd ian W'J.r ; they only fay, that Cai Ct11i.r carried 
hu arms into the lfi'UJI1' 4f.ll, lmd was <uery fuuifs-
ful in his enttrprifi. The 'iuranitms, led by an-
other A/((1/iu, invaded P~rfi• a third time, and 

laycd 
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B. c. 6oo. layed waftc t11e province of Media. Sia't•l'jh, 
'-'v"'-' fon of Cai C!l.Us, being unjufily accufed by 

SudtiJJa, his father's concubine, of :m attempt to 
violate her, went over to .Afr".fiab, who received 
him with open arms, and gave him his daughter 
in marriage.. This Princefs was called Firt11~is 
by the Per:fians, and Mandane by the Greeks, who 
had a fingular fondnefs for foft and melodious 
names, and negleCted truth itfelf for a plcafing 
found. A few months after her nuptials, Siat·ejh, 
who deferved. a longer life, was killed by a 
brother of Afi"f!/iab, and the Princefs, of whom 
K~(ru was foon after born, \l"J.S obliged to fty 
with her infant. The young Khofru was, fome 
Years after, feen by a Perfian General, who 
iwdfed by his features that he was the fon of 
s:a'IJCjh, and, his conjcc1urc being confirmed by 
the Princefs his mother, he brought them both 
into Per}ia, where Gai Gaus embraced his Grand­
fan with the higheft joy imaginable, and, after 
a :lhort interval, rcligned his throne to him. 

a. c. 5n. CAl KHOSRU *, or CrRUS, whom the Per­
Dans confider almoft as a. Demi god, determined 
to avenge the death of his father, and to deliver 
his kingdom from the tyranny of Afraf~ab. He, 
therefore, aifembled all his forces, a'nd g_aYc 
battle to the Ufurper, who, on the other ftd~ 
was fupported by the Kings of Khatt~f and India: 
but the valour of Cyru.r, and of his GcnerJ.l 
Rojiam, prevailed againft the united powers of 
fo many Sovereigns, and Afrafiab loft his life in 
the mountainS of Mdia. This War is celebrated 
in a noble Poem by the illuftrious Fer4Jtfi, who 

may 
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tqay well be called the Homer of Perfoa. What· B. c. 5n. 
~ our Chronologr;rs fay, it is not cafy to con· V"V""J 
ceive, that the Jews were delivered by this ey-ru, 1 

the name Cortjh, ufed by I{ai11h, has no affinity. 
with the Perfian word K'bofru, and we cannot 
fuppofe any cormption in the facred Text ; 
whereas all the Perfian writers agree that a 
prince, named Corejh, who was fent by Bahaman, 
fon of .Asftndiar, to govern Babylon in the room 
ot Balta~ar, aCtually proted:ea tht: captive 'jn:J.r, 
and pennitted them to rebuild their Temple. 
Our hiftorians, perhaps, deceived by the name 
Cyrur, which the Gret:ks gave both to Khofru 
and to ~rejh, have .fixed the rttrlrn o/ tiM Jru.•s 
much earlier than the truth. 

LOHORASP * was placed on the throne be- B. c. s~~:. 
fore the death of Cyru.r, who lived feme years 
after his refignation. One would think at firft, 
that he was the Cambyfos of the Greelu ; but no--
thing can be more different than the charafrers 
of Cambyfo.~ and of Uhornfp, t}le" firft being de-
fcribed as a cruel tyranr, the fecond as a virtuous 
and amiable Prince. He bad a General named 
Gudtnr. t' who~ according to the Oriental writers, 
pulhed his conquefts very tar into the weft : 
this conquerOI" is fuppokd by Mirlthond and 
others to be Nebucluz fneZ2tlr, who, we know, in· 
vadedSyria and Judea; but he feems to have been 
the Prince, whom the Greeks called Xerxes, and 
who might, perhaps, have had the title of King 
after his viB:ories ; for it muft be remembered 
that a word, which figni6ed King, was applied 

[D], 
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B. c. 5311. by the PetJians to every Governor of a ~c;e, 
"-"'v"-' and the lofty title, King of Kings, which tb..:ir 

monuchs afterwards atrutD.ed, waa. no more than 
.Ruler of RM/ers, or, Chief of frtJmJ Chiefs. It 
is certain, that the Pedians have no monarch 
named Lr~ts, or even Shir}Mh, from which the 
Greek name is faid to be de1ived; aud, though 
we can hardly fuppofe the word to be cor­
rupted from Guderz, yet, when we reBea: that 
the more modern C:reelts have made Varants of 
Beharam, we cannot wonder at the corrupti­
ons of the Ancients. Our Chronologers place 
the reign of Lntes after Darius Hyflafpes, and 
he miB'ht, perhaps, have outlived bot6:uhoraJP 
and hiS fucce1for. 

B.c. sco. KIS!li'ASP*, whom the G1eeks call Dm·ir.u, 
the Son of Hyflo/Pts, transferred the feat of :Em· 
pire from Balkh m KhorPfon tolflakhar, for which 
reafon he was better known to the Europeans 
than Uhorafp, who led a retired life in the moft 
F.aftern province of his kingdom. In his reign 
Zerdlljbt or ZeratU}ht, whom we know by the 
name of Ztiroafier, publifhLxl his moral work 
cAlled Zend, or Tht bod of life, which was fol­
lowed by his Pauml, or a further Confirmatirm Df 
his D«lrine, as the t word fecms to imply: both 
thefe trafu were afterwards explained in a 
commentary entitled 'Valla or ..A'Vajla; they in­
cukated the docUinc ol fwD J>rinciplts, and re­
commended the woriliip of the good principle 
under the allegory of light, whic:li they oppofed 

......... 
t ~a r ..... .,.; j """' .. d wJL: P.-J. 

• to 
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~
he bad, whofe Emblem was Dar~. The B. c. s­
g was much inclined to ibis Uofuine, and~ 
ed a number of • tetnples to the Szm, the 

Jountain Dj Light; which the people, as ufual, 
conceiving in a grofs and literal fenfe, began to 
adore the Effec1 inftead of the Caufe,. and the 
ligure inftead of the archetype: the pciefts took 
the hiQt, and tbe Sun or J.llihra, became really to 
them, 'as our Alchymifts abfurdly confider it, 
s pawnfu/ Eli>.ir, wl,ich transformed thnr baft 
metals into gMd. The Chit:f of Zera/Ujht's 
Scholars was ']amtlfp t, who publlihed a tlrange 
work upon Aftrology. Not many years before 
this fingu.Llr man, Ca!ifuciu.r, or Cmfufu, as the 
Miffionaries write his true name, reformed and 
polifhed the people of Cbina ; and Solon, his con• 
temporary, a fublimc Poet, as well as a perfeCt 
Statefman, made admirable laws for the At heniansJ 
fo that this period was the age rf Pbilt;fiphm and 
Law~gi'{•trs • 

.ARDESHIR t, or B.AH.I.MAN, furnamed.B.C.+'to 
Dirazdefll!, or, 'fhe U11g-hatzdeJ, is, no doubt, 
the .Ariaxerxu of the Greeks, who called him 
Macro/their, a name literally tranflated from the 
Peifum, and implying only a very extenfive 
power. We may fufdy place the building of the 
ficond temple under the reign of this prince ; 
fince, for the reafons befOre alledged, which 
appear very decifivc, and are confirmed by the 
tdlimony of the Per.fian Hiftorians, .we cannot 
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•· c.+'<· afcribe *delivery ol the Jews tb the firll Cyrus. 
'- " 

4 The Eafrerns affure w, that .drdejbir fent .i 
prince,. named Corejh, defcended. from Lohorr.'JP, 
to punifh Baltaz.ar, fon of Bakhtnaffar,• w1io 
was grown very infulent in his goverllll\eot oi 
Babylon; that Corefo conquered Baltazar, and 
was raifed by the King to the fupreme ~ommand 
«>f that City, where he protefled and encCit;W'aged 
the captive Jews. The Per.fia.ns could ho~.ve no 
jnducement to invent this tale, and as it was 
recorded in the oldeft Annals of the kingdom,. 
we cannot help giving fame credit to it. They 
tell us alfo, that Ba"khtna.ffizr fignified, in o1d 
Chaldean, 'f'he Servant I}' NaJJar, an idol of the 
Bahylonianr.; but it feems a better opiD.ion, that 
the true word was Nebohadrma.ffar, derived from 
Nebo, Radon, and .Ajar, which., we know, were 
aames of thru A.Jhrian deities*· 

I. C. W· H01l!A I h a name which lignifies 'ihe Bird 
fi( ParaJ~&. W.t':l the daughter of .A.rdejhir, and 
l.1t on the thr~nc during the infancy of her fon 
Dara!J. She r.1.ifcd a fumptucus palace in the 
city of lfl:;kbtlr, iOme pillars of which remain 
to this day ; fhc hllilt alfo a city called Semrrm, 
whence the lc.trncd M. d'Hcrbe!ot fuppofes her 
to be &miramis ; but our Chnmologers place 
the reign ot that Princefs three hundred yens. 
earlier. 

• Rlljllllll, the (on of Z•ffi'A, is faid to ha.ve bcc:n killed by 
a ftr~ of ArUfoir, and, by that actollnt, he maft haVe 
li~red at leal an hundn:d )ean. Hifpnl'tJit• and Dnr~Mritru, 
both u~ to the Eafleru uadit1o1u and our owa }Wlo... 

'ric., ~~our· in the re.igu of tlW Moauch.. 

t~V> 
• DARAB, 
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'/)ARAB, or DARA *, whom the Gralr.s .;all B.c.-42+ 

4f'h~Jlafiard, fucceeded to Hrmuii~ Here the '-v"'-f 
Peifza.lhillories begin to be full of abfurd fables, · 
'Jar\ we may fuppofe that the Records of thefc 
tim~c loft or negle~1ed during the Grecian 
W The Esftern writers tell a ftory of Da-
rab, '\: ch has quite the air of a romance ; 
" that e was expofed by his mother, like the 
" l:kbrew Lawgiyer, on a river, which by its 
" rapid current carried him to the habitation of 
'' a dyer, who knew him to be a child of high 
" birth b:: the tJ inkets, which adorned his 
" cradle·; tlut he wa::~ educated by this honefi: 
'' man, who t(·nl him to the '\\':lrs, where he 
" diftinguiihcd himti:lf in fighting againft the 
" Greeks ; thlt, being introduced to the queen 
'' as a brave youth, fhe knew him by the 
'' jewels which he wore, and whi.ch his reputed 

• " father had reftored to him." So far we may 
indulge thefe wliters in the liberty cf embellifu­
ing their Chronicles with lhrcly tales ; but we 
cannot fi1 ea6ly excufe them, when they make 
Jllexandcr the fim of D,rrob, and tell us of a 
daughter of Pbilip, wl10m the king of Pcrfin 
married, but fcnt back to A!accdon after his 
nuptials, becaufe he fOund her lefs agreeable 

•than he fuppo{cd her to be. Thefe are fl:ories, 
which woukf be unworthy of 'fbe 'IhGttjand and 
One Days. 

There fecms in thi~ place to be a chafm of B. C. ·+OO· 

many years in the ~nals of thePtifums; for they 

• y!Jiu or !Jiu 
[D 3]• 
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B~c. ~-fay nothing ·of .drdrjhir, ion of Dar a, by* ~/,; . 
.__.,_... Zlideh, or Pary{alis, whofe brother Cynu.l"~he 

Grulu to Babjlan in that memorable expedition. 
which Lnoplxn fo elegantly rtlates; nOr of.'fhe 
third Ardtjhir, whom our hiftmians ca'l ff:bus, 
nor of .Arogus, whofe true name it has "".·"!'been 
in my power to clifco'\"cr. Now if w~;fnppnfe, 
as "e reafonably may, that thefe three King-; 
reigned about twenty-one years each, we· fh,1ll 
bring the reign of Dara the Younger to the year 
337 b~fore Chrift, which will agree tolerably 
well with the Chronologers both of A.fia JJld 
Europe. 

•· c. 317• DA R.A the Younger is brttcr kn~wn to u.r, 
than to the nati1.·es Dj Pr:tfia; we may, however, 
be deceived in his charalt:a, for we reprefent 
him as a mild and benevolent prince, while they 
afi'crt that he was fevere, cruel, implacable. • 

. The Pufiaru cannot comprehend the motives 
that induced ,A!ex.znder to invade the dominions 
of Daro i and they affi~ a nurilbcr of ridicu­
}(}uS reafons for it, which are too abfurd to be 
related : in many points, however, they agree 
with our hiftorians. The fuccef.-; of Alexander, 
and the battle of .tlrhe/ f1 or .Arbela, are too 
well known to need any farther defcription: 
Dara was affall'mated about thrre !Jun.dred a1UI 
thirty years before our Epoch, and the Mo­
narcb)r of the Caianians was traoaferrcd to the 
Greeks. While this family were on the throne 
of Perji4, the light of reafon, and that of liberty, 

• In P~r.fo- oUt;($ _fl born of •n Augel, or FtUo:J. 

t In Pll'fl- J._,JI tWt, JS 0 Long. 77° 2r:l. 

• which 
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' 
~ich ever attends it, were f~ over the other B. c. ,1. 
pat.·t$ of the world. Harmodiu.r and Ariftogiton • 
:Dew WI\ Tyrant of A! hens, and the'Lyrick Poets 

3w\th each other in finging their praifes ; 

~
d Brutus, nearly at the fame time, in~ 

'- e Romans to expel their Opprefi"ot'S, 
(\'\ ces made the v~ name of IVn~ de~ 

teftable\ and, during the twenty-feven ~Years 
of 1ihe Peloponnifum war, Athtnr ga'lle hirth, as 
Afham was fond of obferving, to nlf)re a6le Com­
manders, OrtJforJ, Poet.r, Hifit;riam, and Philofo­
pher.r, than the wbole earth bljjdu tou/J roer prfl· 
duct. 

How Ions- the Greeks \Terc able to hold the 
Petjian F.mp1rc in their own hands, or whether 
they ever intended to exclude the princes of 
Per:fia from all lliare in the govemment;"are 
points not eafy to be fettled with any ca tainty ; 
but, if we fuppofe that tbe fiftten kings of thr 
AJhtmtian.r, who reigned bifOre the birth of 
Chrifl, fat on the throne twenty years each, one 
with anolher, we 1hall place the rife of tlut 
family three hundred years before our epoch ; 
which calcubtion \\i.ll not feem much amifs, if 
we believe, what the P~rfums affure us, that the 
fuccdfofll of .Alexander referved for thcmfelves 
only Trait or Parthia, and Pr:'fia properly fo 
calltd, but rt}ij,ned the more Ea.ftern pf'fJ'Vinces 14 
the prinres if the ro1al family; while the defcen­
dants of Seleutus reigned in Syria. The· founder 
of this race was * Ajhnt, or Ar./hat, whom the 
Gree!s tall 4rfotes ; his fuccdfon, who were 

llyled 
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B. c. 317. ftvled Kings of Parthia by our Hi:R:orian~ reiRObl 
· ' till about two hundred years after Chrift,.!'n.d 

are famous for nothing but their Warr againft 
the &mans, in which tbey were always, vali~., 
sod often fuccefsful. The laG:. Princcf

1 
c ... the 

.(jhcom'ans, or Parthians was ArdaWn. *}'f./own 
to us by the name of Artaban11.r, agailJ4Whom 
.tlrdejhlr revo1ted1 and transferred tlie otflpire to 
the SaffanitnU. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. m. ,. 
T!iE SASSANIAN FAMILY • 

• :.l 
./JJi!t~ ... "IHJR B.ABEGAN*, whomourwriters.t.D.tos. 

-~;i.i')i,/~..\"aru, was the fon of Sa./Jan, a man~ 
originally in a low fi:ation of life, but defcended 
from a fon of Ardejhir the Long-handed, who was 
difinherited in favour of Hom4i. He was furnamed 
Baheg4n from Babeg, his grandfather, who was 
a. Per/ian prince of eminent rank, and was fo 
pleated with the amiable qualities of Sa.Jfan, his. 
1hepherd, that he gave him his daughter in mar--
riage. Ardejhir was bold and warlik~ yet a 
wife and learned prinre, and is faid to have 
compofed two excellent books, the firft, a C4r-
n4ma f, or a Comrnmtary of his life llntl aflionr, 
the fecond, a moral work, of which Nujhif'IJ4n 
the Great, fame ages after, publlihed a fecond 
edition. Thefe were employments truly worthy 
of great Princes ; but the Kings of EurfJpe have 
not written many GarnJma' s, 11or given many 
lr.Jfons of IIJfJrality. 

SlU.POR f, fon of .A.rdejh:r, whom we caD A.D.s.p, 
Sap6rcs, built many cities in Perf:a, and rebuilt 
that of Nijhapdr 11, which the Macethnians had 

• t>~~ _ru..11 
t Ill P"fia• ;...U).f'" 
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~.D. 114,. deftroyed. The name of' this city is compounfted 
":'V" of Sha_Pdr added to Ni or Nli~ a reed, ~ufe 

ita rums were overgrown with ~. when 
Shaplrfirft faw it. This Prince was v~y~uc (.{ ... 
ful in his wars againft the &man Em~o : he 
reduced all Syria and Ci/i(ia, and too~ 'erian 
prifoner, but was checked in his cart..)'; oy the 
more fortunate arms of Odenatus. ln,4Us reign 
ltLini * a Painter, havin~ learned by the con­
verfation of fame Chriihans, that the Redeemer 
had promiftd to fond a Comforter after him, formed 
the wild defi~n of paffing for the Partulete; 
and, as no opmions are Co abfurd, which many 
will not embrace, he foon drew together a mul­
titude of profelytes. Shap6r was enraged at 
this impofture, and wifhed to punilh the author 
of it; but Mani found means to efcape1 and 
:Bed into Eafiern 'lllrtary as far as the borde" of 
China, having firft told his followers, that he 
was ~ing to heaven, and promifed to meet • 
them m a certain grot, at the end of the year. 
In his retreat he amufed himfelf with painting 
a number of ftrange figures and vicw11, which, 
at the year's end, he {howed to his difciples, as 
a work given to him br anrrtls : he was a very 
ingenious artift, and had a fively fancy, fo that 
his pid.ures, which were. finely coloured, eafily 
perfuaded the credulous multitude, 'in tbe in· 
fancy of the art in Afia, that they were really 

· divine ; they were bound together in a book 
called Erteng f, which is often alluded to by the 
Perfian poets, one of whom, addreffing himfelf 

• Jn Pufin ~L. 

t lo '"""" 0;.;..!1 or I.!.G)JI 
to 
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to a great_ Painter, fays, The point of thy ptiuil ~-D-s.t-s.o 
drfl'U.•.r a ltne vuer the lea'Ves if Ertmg, tliat is,._ • .,_., 
tt/faces tlmn *· .Mini, by a whimficaf mix~ 
bk.:ded in his doc1rine the Metempfychofis of 
of Jfral:ma and VijhnU t, and the two Principle~ 
of Z...;t JfUjht, together with feveral tenets of the 
Altorar,~ Vtd even of the Gofpel i yet this motley 
religion} ridiculous as it may feeui, was foUowed 
even by Bifltops and Patriarchs. Our writers 
call the prot"dfors of this feEt Manicheon.r, but 
they fhould, by analogy, be called Manianr. 
The Irnpoftor was put to death in the reign of 
Bobaram, grandfon of Shapor : had he been, 
like MahDmed, a fuccefsful Warrior, inftead of 
an obfcure Artift, his religion wou1d, perhaps, 
have been fpread over all .Afia; for it WdS the 
miraculous pl'ivilege of the trl# faith alol}e, to 
make its way, in defiance of perfecution, by 
the force of its indifputable Truth, and the 
fanffity of itS precepts. 

HORMOZD !, or llormizdns, as our hift()o.f.D.sJI• 
riano; call him, had the advantage of a graceful· 
perf on, and an agreeable air; but he was neither 
aCtive nor warlike. He wa'S much addia::ed to 
fiudy, and ftrongly inclined to favour Mani, 
whom his fan, as it was faid above, afterwards 
dellroyed. 

• In Pwjin 

0J j jl ~ b,;_ .;u _:J 01f' 0YJ 
.,- K~ lifalHuU. 

t ~_;!and fo. 
t<>.r.r 
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A.D.s.,..,. 'B.AHARAM*, fon of Hormuz, after ~edeath 
.._r=J of Marti, Jed a peaceful and ftudious life. He 

was fumamed tf7N Be,eficent, and ufed' fo ~ 
that CoM-nature and Beneulence cwld mf D?.:?":~ 
fitud feparately, /ttcauft they were the ~ure te if 
all Vtrtun. His adopted fon, who TU .eded 
him, paid little regard to tbis maxi , wd his 
violence procured him thr name of IG >Uif, or, 
fie U njrifl t ; but it is faid that hr changed his 
temper and condua upon the remonfir.mccs of 
his .Nobles. 

There was nothing memorable in the reign of 
his fuccdfor Nar)i !, whom we call Natfis : 
lfortiJO'Ni II. his fon, was a juft and magnificent 
prince; he raifed a Court of Ju.diclllure in his 
Metropolis, in which he fometimes prefided in 
perfon ; and he built, it is thought, the city of 
Hormuz in Carmania, the name of which was 
afterwards given to the Ifiand in the Petjian 
Gulf, "'hich our travellers call Ormw. 

'I·D·349· S HAPO R, whom the .Arabians name DJJll 
LAC1AF I!• or, 'Fhe Rrmnd-S!JGttldertd, wilt taken 
prifo1.1et by the Greek Emperor, and, duriug his 
captivity~ many of his fineft province'i were laid 
wiie ; but having recm·ered his liberty by the 
help of the .Emperor's Mifrref'i, he returned to 
.J.zarhigian, where he made himfdf known to 

• r~-61 
t .....i.ll:>. 
t . 
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his people, and fooo after totally defeated th<: •· D. ,.,. 
Gruks : in memory of this aCtion he built the ......., -' 
city of Caz-uin *, which, for its finaular beauty, 
~ alfo named Gemalab4d t· His grandfon 
Ba6Mam bad but a :lhort reign, which was dif-
turbed by frequent rebellions. It was ufual for 
the Peijiln' Kings to give their fons fame co~r 
fiderable 2:~mment with the title of SluSh ; 
that of CarmtJiria was allotted to Bahardm., who 
affumed, in cdltfequence of it, the furname o( 
Kerman.fh4h tr which our writers have corrupted 
;nto Carmafat. 

The rcign of his fon Tizdegerd bad nothlng 
in it, that deferves to be related. , 

BJH.ARA.M the Fourth H, or the Sixth, as .I. D. 351• 
fame authors reckon him, was educated in Jra-
hia, and bad fome di..-IJiculty to recover the throne 
of Perjia, which the Nobles of his father's court 
had, in his abfence, given to a prince named 
Kefti. The adventures of this King are related 
at large by the poet Ci:tebi, fame of whofe fiCtions 
have been tranfplanted into the Perfr.an hiftories, 
where we are told, with g1 eat folemnity, " that 
" be challenged Nfri to tnatch the diadem from 
" two hungry lions, between whom h~t: had 
" plac-ed it ; that he .£lew the two l_ions, an~ 
" took the diadem; that he tra\·clled mto lndta 
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LD. H•·" in a private character, and manied the King'; 
-.-.... ·"daughter, having gained his favour by killing 

" a fuiious elephant, and by defeating another 
" Indian Prince, who had invaded the coon~.". 
Thefe relations have the air of Ptiftpn tales ; 'but 
we may be afi'ured, that he repulfed the Ea/lern 
'lartars, who, 'U ufual, had paffed the 0JtUS in 
his reign ; and that, having no ot'::~ enemies, 
he fpent the remainder of his lif. in hunting. 
His favourite prey was a bcaft called Gfq-, which 
feems to be the Onagrus, or Wild .A fs ; and it is 
faid that he was killed in a chace. The word 
CUr; which fignifies. tomb, as well as a wild afi, 

· gave occafion to a pun of fome Perfozn wit, 
which was circula~ after Bahardnis death : 
Bee, fays he, how Baharim, who chafed the GU.r, 
or wild afs, all his life, was at length chafed and 
taken by GUr, or the tomb*· 

The ruccefi'or of Babaram was re~de,gerd u :. 
a wife and refolute prince, whofe foldiers were 
fo folld of him, that they gave him the furnamc 
of Sip4hdtjl, or, ·BelfJ'Ved hy the army t· He left 
his throne to his younger fun Hormuz, fumamed 
Firz4bw f, or, 'The Prudent; but that prince was 
dethroned, in lcfs than a yea1·, by his elder bro­
ther Firfa. 

• In Prr.fi-

yi ~c.,?/(,>"'-'/ ..Jr~ 
...:;.;_!' r~ -'/ ..;_,r' ~ ..J _;:;., 

t ]0 Pwfta ._:;.. ..lu •4-- • 
P• Pwfta .ti!) i 

F/RU~ 
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FI RU Z *, having depofed bis brother by th~ 4. D. +19• 
help of KhD}bna'fiAz, a King of the lndofcytbiaJJs, ~ 
foon forgot his obligation to him, and turned 
his arms againft his protedor; but he was con· 
ftantly defeated by that prince, and was at laft 
obliged to conclude a difhoDourable peace. The 
people, whom the Greeks call lndo(cythians, and 
the Peljia~i'atelis, inhabited the mountains 
between Ca har and india, and were, perhaps, 
nearly the with the.Afgan.r, who rumed the 
Perfian Monarchy in tbe pri:fent age • 

• 
Btlajb aod C.bad fucceeded Firrlz; tbe fecond 

of them was the father of Nufhi('Hl• the Great, · 
before whom Jamtlfp, or, as we call him, Za· 
majpu, reigned one year. 

NUSHIRV.4N f, better known in Europe by A.D."" 
the name of Cofi'Dii, reigned till near the clofe of 

.the ftxth century ; he was a Prince of eminent 
virtues, fortunate in war, and illuftrious in peace. · 
MA.HOAfED, who was born in his reign, calls 
him 'The ']ufl King, a title more honourable than 
that of Great, Which we are apt to beftow fo 
wantonly upon the oppreffors of mankind. All 
the moral writen of Perji11, and principally SQdi, 
in his Bojldn~ or Garden, and Jtimi, in his Beha· 
rijl4n, or, Marrfon q the Spring, are fond Qf 
reciting the maxims of this Monarch, and of 
illuftradng their ldfons of morality by his c;x ... 
ample. 
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~. D. no. His Con HDrmilz was fir from imitatiog his 
......__., fat:hc:r's virtue; he was at laft. dethroned by hil 

General Bahar4nr, whom fume autkon reCkon 
amons.the Kings of Ptrfio. 

~.D. 50o. KHOSRU P.4RI'/Zlfwaaamagnificentaod 
amiable monarch : he fought. againft the Greek 
Emperors with great fuccefa, but ~ at length 
defeated by lhraclius. He is Wd/.o have mar .. 
ried a daughter of the Emperor liaur:ice, named 
lrtne: the Perfoms call this princef8 Shirin, or 
Sweet, and the; progrefs of her lo.ve for Parolz 
funillhed Ntz4mi, and other poets, with the 
fubjefr of an entertaining Romance ; they tell 
us that a certain Statuary, named FmJad, was 
in lo11e with the fame lady, and pierced through 
the heart of a large mountain, either to gratJ.'fy 
his miftrefs, or to employ his melancholy hours. 
There is an elegant couplet of j4mi on this celc· 
brated Beauty and her lovers : When Shlrin,.. 
fays he, openrd her lip1, that jhed fwutnefs around, 
Jbtfok the heart '.f Parviz, and the foul '.f Fer­
bad t· 

This prince is f.Ud to have received a letter 
from MahD!Md, inviting him to embrace the new 
fcil: of the ArabiaTZJ ; but, as he was extremely 
addicted to the popular religion of his coulitry, 
he tore the letter with great difdain. 
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PtJNJ;z, if we believe the EaB:ems, was a lover A. D. Sff• 

of Muiick, and a patron of thofe who profc:S'ed 
thst art: his chief Muncian was Barbid, w1oo 
compofed a favourite tune called ..t~Jum.~·, or 
Royal, aad invented a fort of lute, known hia 
name; whence M. d'Htrbekt fuppofes, a "ttle 
too hallily, thst the Grttk' formed their word 
Barbiton, n~rdlelling, that .Jmm-,on and H .. 
'"" ufed tha word many asa before the birth 
of PtU"fJiz. Ptr/llltU, like the ancient Greelu, 
call their mqfiul mDdes, or Ptrdiis. by the names 
of different countries or cities, aa t"he mode of 
lfpahtm, the mode of lr.k., the mode of Hejlz, 
or the .Arabian mode. Whether thefe modes, 
like ours, mean. • fwc!ifi;n if fotmds rtlah"ng !Jy 
ju.ft pr~portirms to rme pnnri!"lnote, or only a par-
ticular fort of air, it has not been in my power 
to learn. If we may ~ from the foftncfs of 
the Per/ian language, the .ftrong accentuation of 
the words, and the tenderoefs of the fongs 
which are written in it, we may: conclude that 
the Per.fi= muft have a natur.il and aJI'eding 
melody, which is, certainly, frill mttfok; but 
they feem to1>e very little acquainted with the 
Theory of that fubHme art : and, indeed, the 
Eruope..u knew as little ol it, till it was ez:. 
plained to them by 11Pu1fuu of Gnuw, who has 
written upon the rubjc:lt like a Phllofuphe!', an 
A<till, and a Man of T~e. • . 

After the death of p.,.,;., the Empire began A.D.<••· 
to decline : the five Princes,. and the two Q!_zeens, 
who fucceedcd to 8birWith, or Sir1ts1 4l they 
wert minmt ntithlr, in ~;•ce ,. in .,,., are not 
worthy of a place m Hillary. 
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A,.JJ. oSJoS. The .Arabs, under the command of Omar; were 

popctually making inroads ul"'n tbe Perfian 
l::J:ID.re, and finally overthrew 1t by the defeat 
of':fZZDEGIRD *, w&o was killed in tiM middl~ 
".[ tht .fownth c.•hlrJ 1 ancl ·by. hit-death the fa· 
mily ol S'ilf .. heeame atina. 

• '"'"o'"' / .-/" ./" ' 

C II A P. 
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·CHAP. IV, 

THE MAHOMEDAN DYNASTIES. 

QMAR ~oc:ceeded by a race of C.iift, "tile 
Popes o lf14, who affwned at once a regal 

and a prieftly harader, the one as cenquerora 
of Petji.J, and the other as fucc;eff'ors of Ma!JD... 
med. The nmHy of OMMI.J. preferved thcir 
power and d1gmty ; but, under the houfe of 
ABBAS, the <..:alifate was reduced to a ilia.dow 
Of foverci&nty, &net their Em'pire w,u divided. 
among a 1lWIIher of indepmdnd Prinus. . 

The divifion of the Empire prepared it for 
diJrolution; the fons of GENGHIZ, who led a 

,.p.umerous army of i'artars over the 0Jrii1', found 
the conqueft of Perjia :in. eafy taJk. It is related, 
that Ho/agU, a Mogul prince, who put an end to 
the Califate in tlie thirt~th century, was in-. 
cirei to befiege Bagdad by the ~t aftro.not?er. 
NaOireddfJJ, who had takeD offence .at the Calif~ 
behaviour to-him; fo that the fubverfion of a 
fpleodid Empire .was owing to the refent?D.ent 
of a printe Philofopher *· The GtnghJZ16ns 
were followed by '£IMUR, improperly· called 
'famrrlane, whofe. dominions extc;nded from the 
Gangu to thC borders of MuflrJ'Vy, and from the 
.bchiptla!f! to the frontiers of China ; which 
kinJtd,om he was beginning to invade at the time 
of tis. death. The metropolis of his Empire 

• M. J'Bwh/11 tteiUI thb anJC.iote u a fable. 
t»•l . .... 
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was Samarcand, a rich :rnd ftouriihing city, the 
ancient Maracanda, fituated in the beautiful 
valley of SoJ<d, about a day's journey from Cajh, 
the place olhis birth. At the opening of the fif­
teenth century, Dot many months before his 
death, be celebrated the nuptials of his fons and 
grandfuus by a fumptaous fellival in a ddightfcl 
plain c:¥led G.lo(,-1*, or 'The 'rn~o/j '!{ Rofu. 
All the riChes of Xerxes and D of. which 
our hiftoriins t.dk fo ex~tl were trifling 
in comparifun of the jewelS and gold exhibited 
on this occation. 

· His vall: poifeflions were inherited by the il· 
lul!rious SHAHROKH, who diftn'hnted them· 
among his .Children. In his reign the princes 
of the BLACK RAM grew very powerful and 
infolent ; they were, however, reduttd by 
UZUN HASSAN, or Ha/lim the f"all, who was 
the fixth king of the WHI'IE RAM, and fub- • 

· ducd· many provinces of Peru., hut was defeated 
by Scltan Mahomed ll. who took Con!lantinoplc 
m the middle of the fifteenth century. Thefe 
two f.unilits were dillioguilhed by the Rams '!{ 
diffirent e~!Oflf's, which were paintea on their 
cnfigns. 

The fons of Ha.ffan weakened their Empire by 
their violent diil'enftons; and, in the beginning 
of liN fl~temth tmtury, left it open .to 18 MAIL, 
whole gnridfather Jtmeidhad married a daughter 
of HaEan. This prince is confidered as the 
founder of the Se& family, but his anceftor 
8HEIKH SEF! was the true eaofe of i~ rife. 
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The jlory of that lingular man def<rva tu bo 
told at fUll len~h. When 'I'HDur retumed tu 
Perfia, after hlB vi&ories in Syria, he poll'cd 
through Ardebil, a large city of Media. There 
lived at that time in this city a man aamed 
Stfoddln, or tht Purity of Rzligi•n, b)t !=traCUon 
Seji, who was much refpeCled by the Citizeas, 
as a. Phila!'.opber of iin~ar virtue and piety, 
and a rcpu:ed defcendant from the !'J'OI'h<t Ali. 
The q'artari/, Conqueror, who was not mferiour 
to .Ale:.andtr, vW.tcd Sefi, who was far more be· 
nevolent than Diogenes ; and at that time Ta.mel"o 
lane happened to have with him a great number 
of captives in chains, for the moil part natives 

1 of Carmani~ whom he had determined to put 
to death upon fome publick occafion. He was 
charmed with the convcrfation of the philofopher, 
and, 1ike the MamUnian Hero, offered to give 
him any thing he could defire. The Sage pointed 
to the Captives, and entreated him to ftl'Vt the 
li'fll.t ':[. thoft yotmg Camuzni.ns who, wert U. his 
train. rii:Dur confeD.ted; and gave them all toSe& 
as his flaves ; but the virtuous old man fupplied 
them with the nece11'aries of life, and fent them 
to their native city. The families of thofe prifon· 
e~ who were the principal men of Carmania, 
retained fa grateful a fentC of this benefit, that 
they exprelfed it in the moft extfava~t man· 
ner: they made it the bufinefs of 'thell' lives to 
vifit their benefaftor and to carry him prefents ; 
and even enjoined their children to pay the fame 
refped to the poftoity of this excellent mao. 
But all his defcC"ndants had not his bellevolence; 
and lfmai/ employed thife '~~~'Y Carmft111U in. 
raifin~ him to the throne of Pirfia, :md in fub­
llitutmg the Cell of All, w real or fuppofed 

, anceftor, 
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anoeior, to that 1¥ Omar, the acknowlo:dg.:d 
fua:diOl' of Mahomc:d. 

lfiBail had y eminent qualities, but fullio:d 
them all by JJ:'-ble cruelty. His fuccdfors, 
without c;<cypting ABBAS, abfunlly tailed the 
Great, were fucli a ~e to human nature, 
tlaat aa account of tbci1r lives would:;rbe more 
like a defcription of the Tigers in foJLte ~blick 
colleaion of wild btafts, than a pieo~ .of .hiitory :-' 
abuolleoery day of thor lives W>S dillinguillu:d 
by Come honid aB: of intemperance, lOft, or 
murder, a~vated with fome new circum­
:O:ance of wickednef•: their very love was fierce 
and inhuman, and they burned for the llighte!l: 
offences the woft beiatiful women of Ajia, 
either be<auk they declined '!::':5 a c:Up of 
wine more than u{~ or in for fame 
oonrtier in difgrace. At lenp the vdo of in· 
humani!'Tll:emed eshauftcd m the family, and 
left nothing behind it but an inoon<ei'vabl< ftu. 
pidity. 

. 
HUSSETN, who re!gned at tL.e opening of this 

century, was a weak zealot; and, by committing' 
the management of his kingdom to EW!u<hs 
and pernkious Minifters, left it open to the 
Sava~ who invaded it, and affaulted him even 
in his Metropolis. A b:arbatous nation, called 
.4J$alls, or Augtms *, who inhabited the moun· 
tatns between Candahar and the river Indus, 
rufhed like a torrent into Perfia, and took If­
~ after a violent fiege, under the command 
iB IUHMUD, foo of MIRVE/1, who, "' all 

Europe 
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Europe lmOWJ, had lhakm off the Perfian yoke, 
~d governed Candabar for eight yean*· 

The 'kin,..!om of Pedia .,.., reduced to a 
deplorable ilotc, when 'IAHIUSP waa railed to 
the throne, after the abditation of his father 
Huffiin; wbn waa fonn after murdered. M.hlmlll, 
the Ufurp~ reigned in IfPahan, and was fuc­
ceeded by 'Us coufin A/broff, who added to his 
dominions toe cities o{ Kom, r ezd, and Kamn. 
The inhabitants of C4ndahar, the ancient P.,-o.. 
J'III!Ufru,and thofe of Herat or AriiiM. had thrown 
off their allegiance to the Sultan, having 
eftablifhed feparate and diftio& governments: in 
the provinces of GhiMn, K.mnan, and Pars, 
feveral pretenders arofe at the head of con­
fiderable forces : the rebel Melelt bad made 
himfelf mall:er of Khorafan, ordered money 
to be coined in his name, and woie the 
diadem of Perlia; the Turks had fubdued great 
part of AZillbigi.tn or Media, and :ill the diftrid:s 
near the fhore of the Cofpian were in the hands 
of the Ruffi•m. This was not all ; a number 

• Thek .4/iD."I werE", probably, the ~'""'1-vu- of the 
Ancientt, whom ~intu.s Curtius·defcribe~ iD. the fcvetltk 
book of his Lift of .Ale~tmdrr, •• lpfe rex nationem, ue 
" finitimis quidem fuis {atil notam. quippc nullo o:mnnercie 
u colcntcm mutllO$ n:llls, cum ~xcrcito iotravit. Puopa­
" mifa.da! appellantur, agrcfte hominom genu•, et inter 
" barbaros muimC incooditum." CJtrhlll is extremely C:O.D .. 

fuf~-d in his Aliatick Geography ; but Ptlh.J rightly plac:a 
this nation with l•il•a on thll eaft, th C.-try -f .4ric or ~lend 
on the wdi:, paft of ~raf'an on the aonh,. aai::l z.Jkj_M. or 
M,/ttu. on the footh. The 4-ogas are mea~~ .4/i 
y,u, in his life of Tamerluc. -M. tk Ia c,.,., in hit caP'• 
4:dlls them o.,..;,. 

t lJ:J. 4rditl 1.-i _;.t or, Mtji..Ne. 

4 • or 
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of barbvoaa tribes, who inhabited the foreft$ 
and mountains, joined in the ~neral commotion,. 
and concurred to fill the whole Empire with 
defoJatiou. and npiue; while the new Emperor, 
who had fcarce common fc:nfe, was driven like 
a. fugitivc'from city to city, attended onJy }Jy 
a few troops, and f08le Nobles as weak as 
himfclf, 

At this time a youns man, n.amJ,NADER· 
X.UU, or fit S(I"'Jdnt of tht Wondnfol, advanced 
from the de!erts bordering on the Cafplan Sea, 
and attacked the enemies of his country. It is 
He, of whofe life *I aCtions we pro~ to give 
a !uccind account in the following work. 



THE 

HISTORY 
OF 

T.fiE LIFE OF 

NADER •• SHAH, 
KING OF PERSIA. 

SECTION I. 

fie war in Khorafa.n. 

N :ADER KULI was born an Sunday, the 
eleventh day of November in the year 
1688, in a caftle named Dejlegml, about 

fixty miles to the north of Mtjhed, Capital of 
Khorafan. His birth was neither mzi111nt/y high, 
nar contemptibly low ; for his Anceftors !Cem to 
have been the principal men of a Taltarian tribe. 
called Afjharr, who had formerly removed from 
the Tranfuxan provinces to avoid the oppreffion 
of the Moguls : their life was divided between 
war, and paftoral amufements, and, like the. 
Arabs,:. they continued ttl change their qu.arterl 
according to the mildntjs or jMJerity of tDi {rajm. 
We may fuppofe, •however, that his f.unilywas 
not very confiderable, as the Pnjiflll author » • maket 
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J.r:i.tros- makes a long apology for the obfcurity of his 
h.<'. '5· extraCtion and in the manner of the Oriental 
~ .,-....J writers, throws' out feveral poetical illuftrations 

of what he had afferted, " that the cimeter 
" acquires its merit from the natural excellence 
" of its temper, and not from the mine, where 
" it was formed; abd that the diamond owes 
" not its fuperit>rity over all other jewels to the 
" rock where it grew, but to ibi native bright· 
" nefs.'' Let that be as it may, it is certain 
that he was born with admirable parts, and 
foon dft"covered a peculiar genius for military 
aercifes: e1:en at the early age •f fiftem yearJ, 
he gave many fignal proofs of his valour, in 
every expedition that he was engaged in ; but 
the :6rft circumftance whkh promoted and dif­
tin~ him, was his alliance with the Chief 
if a nt;ghbuurin'- tribe, a man of grCat power 
and dignity, ;ho had fi~nalized himfe1f in 
feveral wal's with the nations of the adjacent 
<liftri&:; and who then poffeffed a fl:rong hold 
near the city of AhiUrd: thi!> chief was fo pleafed 
·with the dawning merit of the young Nader­
kuli, that he gave him his daughter in maniage, 
in preference to a croud oi competitors. 

A~D.171!. He was thirty·one years old, when his foo 
!liad. 3'· · Ri:akuli was born, whofe mother died five years 

after ; and -Nader married the daughter of ano­
ther Chief, by whom he had two ions lmdmkuli, 
and NafraOa. We muft not omit, that be had a 
brother named Zoheireddtnila, ~ho had alfo two 
fons Ibrahim and Jli: as thefe are the princi­
pal ailors in the following Hiftorto tho reader 

. mu:O: keep them conftantly in his memory, for 
if he once lofe the· chain of events in this nar­
rative, we are not anfwerablc for any obfcurity 

a• or 
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or confu:fion, that he may find .in it ; nor is it .I.D.,7s 1• 
lefs neteifar)· for him, to hold perpetually in. hi! ~"~· .!_6• 

mind the fituaJion of the provinces in Pcrjia, and...,_..,. 
the ftate of thoft prO'Vinces, when N aderkuli began 
his career*,. 

It was in the thirt.y-:futh JtOr of his age, that 
he formed the defign of delivering his Country 
from the tyrants, who infefted roery part of it; 
and, knowin~ that he muft proceed gradually 
in the execution of this ~r.eat projell:, he began 
it, by colleaing under-Jus banneJS a number of 
the tribes contiguous to his ovm, and perl'ccutcd 
or deftroyed all thofe, who rcfufed to fupport 
him in his enterprife. In a fhort time he had 
aJfembled a body of refolute and \varlike routb .. , 
who were frrongly attached to his intcrdJs, :!.nd 
attended him faithfuiiy (hrougb all the char.g("; 
of his fortune : with their tfdfumce he took 

• polfeffion of !Uiat, a CafU.e T"C· y advantagcoufly 
:fituatcd, and mad-e yet ftronger by the heip of art. 

The &rft dangerous enemy that he determined 
to crufh, was A!.:lek7 who had ufurped the Jar~ 
and beautiful province of Khora£m, or the RP.~ton 
of the Sutl: he was not yet firong enougli to 
repel this ·ufurper by fmce of a.nns; and \'\J.S 

obliged to have recourfe.. to a bafe diffimulalion, 
far below the natural greatnc.fs of his mind. lle 
accepted the terms of amity, which l!Ic! . .ft h.!d 
propofcd to him with a dcfign equally treach­
erous; and they paffed fame 'time together with 
every outward mark of friendiliip, whilfi C!lch 
was {eeking an opportunity to cia·cumvent and 

• See the [,d,lldll8i~~t. 
I 2 Suiil 



'ruE HISTORY cr Tni 

A D.1711. ruin the other: at length Naderkuli, perceiving 
~ his danger in the court Of the tyrant, detefminea 

to ftrike the firft blow, and formed a con .. 
fpiracy againft him, in whU:h he failed by a 
want of atility thai _fmn.r incr~dihle ;Jor he had 
agreed w1th his a.fibciate&, tha.t, While he and 
Melek were engaged In the Afiatick exercife of 
throwin~ the Gerid, or javelin, they :fhould 
attack his gilardi, and leave him to hazard a. 
1ingle combat with the Ufurper, but that they 
fhould not ftir., till they faw him feize the reins 
of Melek's horfe ; at a proper time he was 
goin~ to give the fiF, but m the hurry of thl 
exercift, lie mijfo.d hu aim, and Melck rode by 
without perceivin$' his attempt, fa that he rc­
folved to defer his vengeance till another day : 
but his great mind was not formed foe the low 
arts of deceit; and ht 'U1tU re/'e-roed for 11 nobler 
'fliflt~ry rn:er this tyrant. He (oon difCovercd hi1 
eJTOUr, and, having retir<:d from the coutt of 

, .MJeR to his own caftle, began to take mca.fures 
.fur an open and vigorous war. 

Since his troops were as ytt very little ufed 
to fire-arms, and had only fought with Jance11 
or fabres, he was obliged to ad: with great 
caution againtl: the artilfery of Melek. : he con· 
ftantly avoided a ded:five battle, bull feized witll 
incredible vigilante every advantage that pre­
fented id"elf. He had, however, feveral engage· 
ments with his enemies. in which be was gene­
rally viaorious ; and he foon nc;eived a great 
acceffion to his power, by the concurrent fOrces 
of aD the neighbouring tribes, and by the JlUn>o 
ber of ftrong holds in the diftritt of Abiurd, 
which he had tak•n .;tiler by compofition, or 
by ftorm •• 

While 
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While this young Adventurer was training his 4.D.t7f4.. 

new army to a kina of war, of which they had .N.!-2_7·, 
no idea before his time, the Sultan 'iahmaJP. was 
regaining a little tlrength, and making a feeble 
eB'ort toWardl the recovery of Khorafan ; with 
\Vhich view, he fent a detachment into that p10-
vince, under the command of RiM, a weak and 
impruaent ofli.cer. This General wu extremely 
furprifed to hear on every fide the fame of 
Nader's exploits, and to find that he had forced 
Melek to remain inaCtive within t'he walls of 
Mdhed, againft which he had a<tually led his 
forces : he confidered, that the fuccefs of this 
yoWlg man would entirely efface his own glory; 
and render his expedition ineffefrual ; accord.-
ins;ly he Cent him orders to defifl from his ent~ 
prift, and to awid an engagme11t with the rebels. 
Naderkuli obeyed ; an~, retiring to Abiurd, 
left the :field open for the General, not doubting 
bUt that his fervice would foon be neceff'ary, 
and that Riza would repent of having refukd 
it : he was not deceived ; for Melek, being in· 
formed of Nader's retreat, and knowing the 
incapacity of Riza, fallze:i eagerly from hts in-­
trencbments, defellled t/le bnpenal army, and com .. 
pelted the Gme1a/ to fly with a few if bb guards. 

Nader, upon this, prep:u-ed apin for aCI:ion, 
and led his troops towards the c1ty of Nijhapor, 
which Me!,k had invefted ; but a mutiny, that 
was raifed in his army, gave the rebels time to 
pulh the fiege with vigour, and the gauifon fur .. 
rendered the city to the tyrant. When Nader 
had calmM the difi"enfion of his tribes, he re­
folved to hazard a battle, and met the enemy in 
a plain near Mdhed ; but his foldiers we~ f'! 
lwralfed by the mulkctry of the rebels, that 

~ 3 tl>ey 
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~.D.,,.._ they fQon Bed in ooafufion, and Nader hi~elf, 
:_~·~ attended only by two of his officers, retired tg 

'" Kehlt, with indignation in his heart. It was 
not long, before be reinforced his army in the 
diftrifu of A,biurd, and, marchitl.lf' at their head 
towards Mclhcd, imamped within a few miles 
of the city. Melck,. elated with his former fuc· 
a:fs, advanced boldly ~nft him ; but Nader 
was fo animited by the fenfe of his late difgrace, 
and the arQent defire of revenge, that he re­
folyed to exert his utmoft powers, and nrlhed 
with a wlld fury upon the rebels. The engage· 
ment was obftinate, and lafl:ed with equal via .. 
lence on both fides, from noon till funfet"; at 
which time, Melek:, finding the greater part of 
his army flain, fled precipitately to an adjacent 
fortrefs, leaving his ammunition and artillery 
in the hands of the Conquerors. Nader was 
prevented, by fome troubles in his little territo~ 
frori:a purfuing his conqueft at that time, and 
Melek returned to Mefhed, full of madne!S and 
. defpair. 

;J.D.t1t.5, In the mean while, the Emperor was wand~· 
Nad.JS. ing like an exile in the province of Mazenderan, 

I he ancient Margiana : he heard every quarter 
ring with the name of Nadir, and, being aifured 
that this young warriour had no other intent 
than to extirpate the opprdfors of his country, 
he fcnt one of his minifters named Halfan Ali, 
to compliment him upon his late vitl:ory, and 
to defire the continuance of his help. Nader 
received this minifter 1rith great dipty, de. 
dared that biJ intentirm was, to omit nD jtep tvwards 
rt}loring the Sulun to hU former power, and. ac .. 
companied Halfan Ali in his retnrn through 
fliT! of !OloraW>, in order to dc:fencl bini from 

llllf 
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auy danger or infult. .After" this he refmned .l.D •• 1s'­
his arms, and took fe"!eral ftrong places by af ... NrltL; 39· 

f:iult, among which was tht anritnt city rf Meru ! • :-I 
he enlill:cd the young captives into his army, 
and diftributo:l the fpoils amoog hio qwn Af.-
lhars. • 

The Sultan in tke mean time was advancing 
to Khorafan, with his fmall army commandecl 
by a General named Fetah .Ali, and fent a fccond 
me1fage to Nader, in treating him to join him 
with his forces : Nader fet out inftantly, and 
met the Emperor, with whom he bad a long. 
conference ; and on the fcventh of September 
1727, both armies m:u-ched towards Mefhed. 

'During thefe tranfadions Melek had not been A.D.t7•7t 
idle : he bad taken all the forts in the adjacent Nad. ~· 
diib:ia::s, and laid wafle the habitations of aU 

• the tribe~ that oppofed him ; but, hearing th.tt' 
Nader and the Sult:m had jcined their forces, 
he was feized with fuch fcai-, that he returned 
in h:~.fi:e to the Capital of his province, and made 
p1 eparations for fuftaining the tempefr, which 
he_ faw impending over lrim. 

About this time Fetah Ali. the Commander 
in chief, was accufcd of difafi~"'tion, and put 
to death by the Emperor's order : though the 
l'erlian wnter feems to acquit his Hero of any 
concern 'in tJU,s accufation, yet we cannot help 
fufpefling that He was the contriver of it ; it 
is certain at leaft, that he was immediately 
inveikd with the fuprcme command of the 
imperial army, which he exercifed upon 
every occafion with great authority, ?if~ 
poling of plac01 Olld go•ernn1elllo .a«,ording 

Jl'f to 



Tn HIS TOllY or TH& 

.t,D..,.,; to his pl<af~. H; fuon began to dnw his 
!'::!",lines 1'01Uld the ~ty, while Melck, being 
""' • - almoft driven to detpair, made feveral bold • 

,11ttempta to impede JUs progreiS, and often flollied 
from tht: gates, ~t was, as Often, .repulfed with 
great lofs, and was it length obliged to ad 
merely a defenJive part. When the liege had 
Jafted near two months, the officers of Melek 
deferw! from him every day; and one of them, 
named Pir Mohammed, offered to deliver the 
city to the bcfiegers, if the Sultan would grant 
him a full pardon; accordio.gly, he opened the 
gates at midnight on the twenty-ninth of No­
vember, and Nader entered them at the head 
of twelve thoufand men : moft of the ganifon 
laid down their arms ; the reft were put to the 
{word, and Melek, with a few of his chiefs, fled 
to the citadel, where they made a fhort reiiil:ance, 
but at laft furrc:ndered at difcretion. The rebels 
'9.'"CI'e treated with lenity, and Mclek, at his own • 
rCR_ueft, was permitted to wear the !Jabit of a 
Deroift, apd to retire into a cell belonging to 
the mofque of Riia, the Jon of MfiJa, a Maho .. 
medan faint, who wu buried in the city of 
:Mefhed.' The officer, who betrayed him, was 
ucompenfed for his fervice by a confiderable 

• sovernment. 

The Snltan entered his city in a kind of 
~um).!h, •ntl a Jhort interoal './ re.ft fu"eeded to all 
bil ""1"7· ' 

Nader had made a vow that, if he took Mdbed, 
,Jte wquld caufc the dome of the facred mofque 
to be oilt ; he, therefore, employed the few 
daya 9£' rep<!fc: after his fuccefs, in giving orden 
M P.Jing \!U'! Ofl!l\IBCBt !I! the cl<f, 'and at the 

' •· famO 
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6111~ time the ableli architelb were mg(god. by"A.D .• ,.7• 
1Ps command, in raifing another dome equally 1faL.fO. 
fplendid. 

. 
By thefe ails of alfelled piety, lntt of true 

ma~cence, be won the hearts of the populace, . 
and of his anny; but raifed in the courtiers and 
minifters of the Sultan, that envy and malevo-. 
lence, which ever accompany a confcioufnefs of 
inferiour merit : they were perpetually jnfinua­
ting to the credulous prince, that his General war 
daring and ambitiour, that his power Was already 
Dut of all rea{on, and that no authority whatever 
would be able to controll him, if he were al• 
lowed to purfue his prefent courfe. Thefe fug• 
geftions had fuch an effeCt on the Emperor, that, 
w)len Nader bad begun to march into an ad. 
jacent territory, in order to reinforce his troops, 
the in;tperial mandate was iffued to recall him. 

• Upon his difobedience the Su1tan left Mc:fhed, 
and, retiring in difguife to a neighbouring caftle, 
fent circular letters to all the northern provinces, 
in which be accufed hir'Generol of h~!!,h treaf~ 
and declared hzm a rebel. Thcfe letters were 
brought to Nader together with the news of 
the Sultan's retreat: he was moved with a juft 
indignation at this ingratitude, but knowing 
that gentle meafures would be ineffeaual, he 
led hiS troops againft the caftle, where Tahmafp 
and his courtiers \1rere concealed,. and, upon 
their difobeying his fummons, he laid fiege to 
it in form. Soon after, a large fuppfy of 
money and military ftores, which a Perfian 
oBice&" was bringing to the Sultan, waa inter­
cepted by one of Nader"s commanders, and 
brought to his camp : this lolS fo reduced 
':r~p; that he WliS Qbliged to 1"""1"'"' ami-

• cabLe 
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.A.P.•1'1· WJe ft!;Ds to his General, aod to J'i'>mife that, 
,Na4 . ..., if b would defifl: from hoftilitic-s, himfelf and 

...,.., his court would return to Mefhed, and rely 
fOr the futuu on the prudence of hio; conduCl:. 
He accepted thefe terms; and reconduB.ed the 
:Monach to his capital, with every outward 
mark of refpe8:, but, in reality, with tl•e higl•e.ft 
"mtmpt h•th of bis ptJWtr and under.ftanding. 

It is prob.tble, that N:1der conceived at this 
time a defign of taking the government into 
his own llands, and of utending hia conquefts 
even beyond the limits of the Perfian empire; 
for on the morning after his Jett,rn to Mdhed, 
he told his officers a dream, which he had, no 
doubt, iavented, and which they did not fail 
to interpret acrording to his wifhes : " he 
" dreamed, as he faid, that he faw a lake, in 
" which were a I~ wat•r-fowl, and a white 
" fiJh with four horns ; that his aLtendants • 
" ftrove in vain to catch them, but that, when 
" He ftretched out his hand, he took them 
" with great eafe!' His adherents immediately 
declared, according to an old proverb current in 
Perfia, that, to dre.Jtn of birds and fifo denottd a 
ctrtainty of arri"'iing at flvertign prr.ver i but the 
circumftance of the four horns could not then 
be explained by them, though they were af. 
terwards fuppofed to portend tbt four kingdoms 
of Ptrfia, India, 'Tartary, and Kharezm. No­
thing 1hould be omitted in an Hiftory, which 
may tend to place in a clear light, the cha .. 
raCters of the principal perfons in it : we fee 
by this little &l!, that the fmai/ifl arts of' policy 
were united in this fingular man, with all the 
fiercenefs of heroifm ; and we fhall have oc .. 
~. ia the <Olril of our namtive, to men-

• tWD 
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tion the great influeoce, which he ~ over .IJ>.r'#7• 
his anny by the fame artifi« sf ~l>g .. t/nom, ...... .._ 
This bas been a common deceit Of Rreat odken; ....,._, 
as, in the fiege if 'Tpe, we are told, that .Ak:t-
ander encouraged liis foldiers, by aifuring them 
that Hercule~ had ajfrared to him ia a drlfiiR, 
and, taking him hy the hand, had led !Wn.into 
the City*· ' ' 

N:ider was-not fuffered to remain a long time A.D •• 7st 
·inaffin: the inconftant and mutinous nation Nad. 4-1• 

of the Curds, privaMy Jupportetl /Jy iht mini.ft"s 
()f the Sultt~n, had taktn arms, and driven his 
brother Zoheireddoula into a c.illle,. wbere they kept 
him under a clofe blockade.~ He found no great 
difficulty in reducing thefe rebels : he was able 
to encounter any open force whatever i but he 
was at the fame time attacked by more fecret 
and more dangerous enemies. Melek, who, as 
it has been faia above, had retired into the cell 
o/_ a dervifi, was employing aU his art to in~ 
cite the Tartars, that inhabited the city of 
Meru, to rebel againft Nader, ani the Court 
'!I,Ji.jled him in theft i11triguu; while the EmperoJ.", 
Cither through folly or mali3nity, but, certainly, 
with an excefs of ingratitude, 1ejoiced at the 
florm, which he thought ready to break over the 
head of his DelivcreL' : but the defigns of 
Me1ek were difcoveral; and Nader, finding him 
no /efl da,Jgerous in a cell than in the field, de. 
termined to put him to death, and difpatched 

I <t. Curt. lib. 4· cr.p. 7· At ille, haudqll&qUUD radii 
trallandi militFe• animot, fpeciem 6.bi .Her~u.lia, iu fonn~ 
oblatam eft"e ~ronuatiat, de).teralft_ _pomgen~ : 1Uo duce, 
iUo apai.cu.W.J.J urbua intr;u'f (e rifqiJl, 

• o .. 
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.l.o .• ,st. bne of his attendants for that purpofe, •who 
Mad.+'· gladly undertook:~ oflice, Unce a brother, whom 

• · - " >c t<Ddcdy loved, had been unjuftly fhin by 
Mclek during his government of Khorafan. 
'I'lds Ufutper was a bafe, perfidious, artful ty· 
raqt; he bad been governor of Segeftan, but 
removed into Khorafan, when the Afgans in­
vaded Pedia, and. was delighted with the ruin 
of his country, as it gave him an oppo1tunity 
of railing bjmfhlf to abfolute power. · 

Nader had now recovered a great part of the 
iinefi: province ip, the Perfian Empire ; and he 
refolved to bring the whole of it to fubjeaion, 
before he carried his arms into the W efl:. As to 
the Sultan, he neither feared nor regarded him : 
he :Omwed him, indeed, a great deal of out· 
ward refpelt, but ati:ed in :ill his affairs with 
a favercign authority; for he well knew that 
nothing could injure him, while he was at the 
head Of thirty thoufimd hardy fuldiers, who 
were firmly attacbed to his intereft, as well 
from the veneration, which his amazing courage 
extorted from them, as from the hope of fharing 
the fruits of his viCtories. 

On the twenty-feventh of Ju1y, he fet out 
apon an ex;eJition •gain.ft the Afgans, who had 
by this time penetrated into the heart of 
Khorafim: thofe banditti fled precipitately from 
his army, which advanced, as the poet fays, 
lih a flame that ermfumes all before it. He came 
in a few da)'ll to one of thofe vaft ddem of 
fand, that are Co frequent in. Afia. ; whe..oe, 
mounted on a. camel, with a lance in his hand, 
he led his fo1dicrs without intermifiion, and 
bdd in COIIIJUOD with them the toil and danger 

• of 



LIFE OF NADER SHAlt. '3 
of theie fatiguing marches. He arrived. oa the ~.D r71lt~ 
ninth of September at a fortrefi: called Bthadin, .»ad·+'· 
which he took: by ftorm, together with many -~ 
other firong holds : but the: caftle of · &Mh 
gave him more trouble ; the governor made an. 
obfiinate refiftance, aud would not funender tiD 
the twenty·f«ond, after having fuftained a 
vigorous lire from the Perllan artillery. One 
day he was ftanding by a canon of an enormous 
:fize, and giving direCtion• to m. engineers ; 
{Qme accident called him away, and he had 
fcarce ftepped three paces from: the canon, be-
fore jt burft, and the fplinters of it killed fe-o 
veral foJdiers, and one officer of difiinffion, 
who flood ncar it in the place, whichNader had 
jut! left. 

On the day after the taking of ikncao. he 
bad notice, that feven or eight thoufand Af_gans 

IIIWcre.marching from Herat to the relief of the 
Governor: Nader immediately advanced to 
meet them, and encamped towards evening 
in a plain called .A.badtiif. It was not, how~ 
ever, his intention, to come to a d«illve battle 
with thefe dauntleJS. favages, who- had been 
trained to war by a long courfe of rapine and 
havoek; he meaned only to harrafs them by 
llight Jkirmilbes, and to ennre the Perfians by 
degrees to confront a nation, whit:\ they had 
been ufed to confider as fomething more than 
human. Agreeably to this de:lign, he placed his 
forces behind ftrong intrenchments, and never 
atted otfenfively till-he difcovcred fame favorable 
openin~ but on the moment that be perceived 
anywedknefs in the enemy, .he falliea out at the 
head of a light-armed troop, which coutlantly 
;aiued lome advautage, 4llld rehl=d to tb"r . ",... 
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A.D.,1t.t. rt~~f!Panians, 'WDnliering at their fiWn ft«cifJ. In. 
Nad. +1 • £his manner he contrived to exercife his whole 

-
1 
army by turns, and, having kept the Afgans 
in play for four days, he made a general at .. 
tack: the fhock was yiolent ; and they, who 
were too much exhaufted to refifl it, fled in 
.::onfufion to Herat, whence they came. Nader 
referved the reduaion of that City for fome 
future occa6.on, and, thinking it imprudent to 
~ the Afgans too far, returned to Mefhed, 
where the baitk of J.hadufj gteatly increafod his 
glory.jl 

His domefrick foes were more obftinate, more 
infidious, and more dangerous : in the field he 
oppofed '\o-alonr to valour; in the palace he was 
obliged to contend with envy, folly, and ma­
levolence. The Sultan and his rui.I'.ifters wet c 
perpetu:tl!y foliciting him to uildcrtak<! tbe le­
tG'L'try of lJ.faMn, and to march directly agaiuft 
that city: 1t was vain for him to alled6C, that 
there were fl:ill many defperate enemies in the\ 
midft of Khorafan, that the inhabitanls o\ 
Herat were flill very refraa:ory, and thJ.t it ·was 
too early for fo diftant an expedition. They 
affeCl:ed to confider tbefe prudent Telllonftranccs 
as a refufal to comply with the Emreror's re­
queft ; they even intimated, that his unwilling~ 
nefs to inveft lfpahan pnceeded fiom fome dijloyal 
intenticn, :lnd fpread a report through the pro· 
vince, that Nader was jlri'pped of all hiJ honors, 
and had TJI) lrmger a jhare in the governnJent. Thi 
dill~·nfion went fo far, that a civil war feemed 
ready to break out: the Sultan left :t#dhed a 
fecond titne, together with his courtiers, allll, 
taking the road of Mazenderan, afl3.ulted aad 
feized a callle belonging to a tribe of Nadcl-'s 

' lirnidl 
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finned adherents: The General '%--as foon in- JII.D.t7d, 
formed of their motions :md adv:mced in hafre Nad.+r· 
to the caftle, where be defired n explanation r 
of this proceeding ; but they ordered the g::.tt:s 
to be fhut and refufed to ~dmit him. He 
made immediate rrcpa:·.ttions for a fiege, and 
his artillery had atl. uaily begun to 1--I~y, when 
the Emperor came in ptrfim to Nader, ~md, in 
an abjeCI: manner, made an "T .. &hry jrr the bela'lJi-
DUT of his mi1t{!lers; 1\adtr ·.,£:~cn.d to be con-
·dnced of his fu.cerity, and returned with him 
to Mcihed, but prevented his having any f,u-
ther intercomfe with the confederates, who were 
obliged f!b lie concealed, till the fto:m was in 
fume meafure abated. 

It m:ty be thought ftra.nge, th::t N:!der,. '\":ho 
had a r.Jwerful army at llis difpofal, and had 
been fo ill rewarded for his fen·ice. diJ not at 

•this time a.lfume the name of LTilpuer, or at 
leaft of P;&tefhr, to which ]aft be wr.~ juftly 
entitled : he could not be weak cno~1gh to re· 
fpeEt an obftinate iri.iot, becau1C the accident of 
& royal birth had place~l him upon a throne, 
which he difgraced: but he defpifcd his weak­
nefs ; and .he knew lmw little t:~e vain name if 
King could add to his power, which was already 
,as great as he could defire. He aCI:ed, indeed, 
as Sm·ereign upon ev~.-ry occafion, and about 
this time fcnt an amb"aii'.!dor in his own name 
to the court of R•1fia, demanding in high terms 
the reftitution of Gbilf.n. a province tamed for 
its rich filk, which Peter I, who was dcfirous Of 
engroQing the dominion of the Cafpian lake, 
had wrclted fi'Om Tab.mafp in the year 172 J; 
when he penetrated into Perfia, on a pretence 
<If fupporting the Sult:u1 Hulfein againtl M~•-

"' mud, 
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.tf,D.t 7sr.mUd, who had juft made himfel£ mafi:er of 
Nad.+'· Ifipahan .._,_.. . 

A./J.172.9. On the tenth IJf Man:h was celebrated the 
);ld. 42• feftival called NurUz, in which the ancient 

Perfians ufed to folemnize the Sun's entrance into 
tl•e Ram, and the return of the vernal feafon. 
The General entertained the populace with 
fumptuous :£bows, gave fplendid feafts to the 
Nobles, and chief men of his army, and dif­
tributed among his foldiers the prizes, that he 
had won in his late exJ,editions : in thefe lar­
gdfes he wifely proportioned the value of his 
gifts to the degree of courage, whi& he had 
obferved in his men ; a noble example of at­
tention in a General, which :fhould be followed 
by all great commanders, as, by exciting a 
wann emulation in an army, it might raife 
their troops to the glory of the old Spartan and 
Roman /~ions. • 

Nader now prepared for his expedition again.fl 
Herat, and, leaving Mefhed on the twenty-fourth 
of April, encamped in the plains of Jtim, a fmall 
town, famous for being the birth-place of Nour­
tddin, thence called 7ami, a moft fpirited and 
lively poet, who fiourifhed, in the middle of 
the fifteenth century, with a great reputation for 
wit and genius. 

Herat, the .Aria of Ptolemy, is a city of 
K.horafan, ~uently mentioned in the hiftories 
Of the Eaft : 1t is pleafantly fituated, and was 
remarkab1e for thC deli~Atfulnefs of the ga~~ 
dens which furrounded 1t, before it was laid 
wafte by the violence of war ; it bad been 
plundered by the two· greateft warriors of 
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Afia, Gennh;,; and Ttm!tr, and was Dow referted A.IJ.rr•'• 
for the a:ms of as defperate a foldier: the hif~ N~. 
~orians of Hcr.it mentibn this cirrumflance, as ~ 
fame alleviation to the miferie& which they have 
fuffered, as if the fplendid niune of" an oppreffor 
tould give any eafe to the opprdfed. In the 
year 1722, fo fatal to the Sult.an Htrltein, tb.ere 
was a violent infurredion in this city ; the in· 
habitants pcrfifted for five years in oppofing tlic 
power of the Emperor, and had elcded an Af· 
gao governor named .Allnyar. In a few days 
Nader reached the city, but had been forced to 
open hi!. way to it, by making a paH'age through 
the numerous forces of tht rebels ; he con" 
ftantly defeated them in all his engagements, in 
which he behaved with a perfonal v.Uour, that 
ftruck an av:e into his whole army, who began 
to look upon him as fomething above a mortal ~ 
he ufually charged at the head of his cavalry, and 
-iarried a general tcrrour wherever he moved 1 
yet in all his battles, he received only a :flight 
wound in his foot from the point of a javelin. 

Allayar, who expe8ed a fpeedy fupplr from 
the governor of. Ferab, contrived to gat.J. time 
by propofmg terms of agreement on one day, 
and retraCting them on the next ; in the mean 
while Nader had invefted the City, ana was 
making preparations for a regular fiege : the 
commander of Ferah had, indeed, fent a body 
of men with ammunition and artillery to AJ .. 
layar; but th~ were intercepted by the Per­
:fuins, their military ftores taken, and tb.emfelves 
forced to By with precipitation; which when 
Allay.ir Clifcovered, he came with his chiefs and 
all the magiftrates of the city, to the tent of 
the General, making the moft folemn vows of 

C , ful>, 
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.... .D.t~,. ~eaion and obedience : Nader accepted hiJ. 
Nad • .,s. and fuffered him rather imprudently """"""' ' , , to continue in his government ; after which he 

returned towards Mdhed, and entered it in 
triumph on the twenty-fecond of June. On 
his return he found the fame weaknefs in the 
Sultan, and the fame malignity in his courtiers ; 
but he appeafed them in fome meafure hy a 
prtJt~~i(e, wbich h4 made, of ad'Vtnuing in a Jew 
IMnilu agaittjl Jfpahan; where .Ajhraf, a coufin 
of the tyrant Mahmud, then reigned with all 
the infolenoe of an Ufurper. 
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f'hr: war ogninfi the Afgans. 

N Jl DE R was forming a plan of ope.o..I.D.m.,: 
rations againfl the .djgo11s, and doubt· .N~.'!.."'' 

ing what courfe to purfue, when the impru· ~.-f 
dence of Ajhraf, who had fucceeded to Mah• 
mud in the abfolute government of lfp.ilian, 
brought his defigns at once to maturity; for 
the ufurper, hearing of Nader's c"pedition 
againft Her.it, imagined that he had a fair op .. 
portunity in his abfence to plunder Khorafan ~ 
on the borders of which he arrived on th: thirtidb 
of July. The Perlian general, having notice of 
his arrival, ordered all his forces to be in readi• 

• ncfs, and his heft artillery to be brought into 
the :Geld ; but he was not able to leave Melb.ed 
till the heginning of September, at which time he 
advanced with great rapidity, and reached a 
fortrtfs, which an officer of Afhraf was befieg ... 
ing. The Afgan raifed the fiege at hi'> approachf 
and retreated precipitately to a plain called 
Mehmandoft *, whither he was folhwe<l by 
Ailiraf, who encamped on the banks of a finall 
river. 

On the twentieth, Nader appeared before 
them in order of battle ; he drew the fiower of 

• X.Pul!m ...;;...Jul:ll...f., or 'l'kF'*"'ofG..p,. 
c ~ ;., .,_ JU4 
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.l D.s7•9. his army into a compaCt phalanx, ordering thettt­
_Nm.~ to keep thei~ ground in. a moft profound filence, 

that they nugllt hear his orders to a moment 1 

his voice, 111 4 man, wbo heard it at the foge 
rf' B11gdad, informed one of m1 friends, w1S 
UDcommonly clear and ittong. The Afgant 
were marching towards him with great hafte, 
but with more fpirit than regulaaity ; they then 
unfolded their front to right and left, and formed 
three divifions, in hopes of enclofing his troops, 
and attacking them in flank. Nader perceived 
theirdcfign, and, in order to fruftrate it, covered 
the fides of his phalanx with his artillery, 
.A1hnf nrlhed onward, hopin~ to llrike a pa• 
ilkk into the Perlians, and mifiaking, perhaps, 
their wonderful compofurc and folemn filenca 
for a want of refolution to attack him ; hi1 
army were juft withinmutket..fhotof the enemy, 
when Nader gave the word, and the Perfians 
Jlred with groat tloadindS, marching at the fumG 
time with incredible order. Afhraf, little a .. 
peffing to meet with fuch a che<k, was alanned 
aad difconcerted; his troops were thrown into 
difuroer; his llandard-bearer was killed by his 
lide; the Perfiao phalanx ftill advancro like a 
coluuur of lire, llrikinr down whole li.oea 
at every difchargc ; aod at length the ufurpet 
lied with the few Alp that temai.oed, and 
took the road of lfpalian. The General would 
not fu1Fer his men to purfile the Afsan:s, bul 
P"_!Jifid tD indzdt• their eagernefi on the firfl ot• 
cajiml, aod returned to his camp in the famo 
order, 1rithout any unmeaning clamours o~ 
\'W"ks of inconJiderate joy, . 

! 
After this ~. Nader fent an ambaaadol­

"' ~ TwloUh court, ildil&g upoa the rellitu· 
llOD 
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rion of Azarbigian or Media, and giving plaiD. A.D.J7sJ, 
hints, that he fhould foon be able to feize 1t by~~~~·..:.:. 
force, if they paid no attention to bill juft de--
mand. 

A violent enmity had ever fnbfifted ~., 
the Perfians and Turks, which, indeed, could 
1-ltd.ly be avoided between two nations, who 
were always difputina-, either about their fron~ 
tiers, or on fome pomt of religion ; and each 
of whom, as it generally happens, was jealollf 
of the other's glory. Othman, f1om whom the 
Turkifh Emperors take their name, was very 
formidable to the princes of Petfia at the cloD: 
of the thirteenth century, and Alaeddfn, fo­
vereign of ~tQQ11ia, was forced to fecure hia 
aliiance, by giving him the rank of his com~ 
mander in chief, and inciting him againft tho 
Yreeks : his defcendants enlarged their Em· 
pire ; and their hatred to the Pedians W2S in· 
creafed, when a party, who 2fferted the rlght: 
of Ali to the Califate, oppofed them in every 
part of Afia, and thwarted all their de .. 
:figns. When the fed of the Alides ·was iot:J'o.o 
duced among the Perlians by the family o.f 
Stfi, the Turks affec1ed to treat them as a de­
teftable faa:ion, which the name of Shiahs im~ 
plies, and the Mufti never &.iled, when the 
Porte was inclined to declare war a~lt 
them, to affcrt, that it would bt a mrrit rn tht 
llrml rf thr Faithful, tD .f/Md tht hl~t~d ilf! 
it~~ptDIIs Hrrttidu : but they rejoiced at the 
which they pretended to dcteft: while the Per­
nan• cc!Dbnued to acknowledge the fuccdliOD 
of Omar\ they bad a right, and were boulid, 
indeed, 6y their rcligicm, to make a ycarfy 
viJit tO 1\lccca 1 fo that, updcr the pretence of 

. c 3 ·~· 



Txtt-HISTORY OF THE 

~ D:w9 a pilgrimage, they might load a numerous: 
-~·+-· army through the heart of the Turki:lh em· 
.. __ -· pire; but Ifmail imagined, Lhat, by transferring 

the fcene of this reli~ous ceremony from Ara· 
bia, to the toni[, of Alt in hi1 D'll'IZ domiJUoJZJ, he 
fuou!d caufe a con6derable fwn of money to 
be circulated every year in his kingdom, inftead 
of being catried to that of his natural enemy. 

Selim I. an aCtin and enterprifing monarch, 
made thii hcrcfy of Ifmai1, a pretext for in· 
vading Pedia, and pufhed bio;. conqucft ·w:itl.L 
great rapidity : his fon, the warlike but unfor· 
1:unate Soliman TI. was equally fucccfsful in lw 
expeditions ag.1inft the Sult.m Talunafp I. who 
h.ad fu-it prolt'Lted, and afterw·J.nis betrayed, the 
Prince Baya.::.id, Son of Soliman by the Unffian 
l·aptiYe, Roxoiana : His fuccdTors engaged iu 
JDany bloody wars 'trith the race of Scfi, a.nd th; 
t.ity oi Bagd::tci had been a fubj.::Ct of perpetual 
wntention OCtween them, fmm the :lixteenth 
t.cntury to the middle of the p1eii:nt. 

In the year 17o~ Ahmed III.*, the twenty~ 
thitd Emperor of the Turks, \\::ts p1accr.l on the 
throne in the room of his brother 1\iuftafa, who 
lo l his diadem by prefeuing the deciftons of 
the Mufti to the good \\'ill of l1is general:.: he 
"-as d:pofed \\<ith the Akor~n in his hand, and 
confined till his death in the fcraglio. His bro­
ther, feofi.bly refled:ing that the authors of one 
·r~olution would have the power to caufe ana. 
tber, gave private orders ior the chief o.lliccrs 

I" 

In .Arabick ~f 01' !llt tt~t~) <wQI'ti, if trnife: 
~letter 11 ~.ll'ks the fu)ICTl.ttivc deg~ in that lang>Jagc. 

cf 
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of the JaniH'aries to be fcized one by one, :md .f.D.t'st­
thrown by n~Jf.ht into the fea; but he left his Nad ...... 
work unfi · cd: if, like Peter I. he had en .. L--.1 

tirdy broken that formidable militia, he might 
have avoided the terrible event which happened 
twenty .. feven years afterwards, in confequencc 
of Nader's vi&ries. 

\Vhen Pedia was tom in pieces by the ra­
vages of Mahmud, and the Czar was fecuring 
to himfelf three of its fineft provinces, .A.bmeQ, 
eager to lhare the rnins of his rival's empire, 
feized the rich province of Azarbigian ; and, as 
he had an immoderate love of riclies, divided it 
into diftrids, and fold them, as military fi~ 
to his janifi'aries, who were detamined to keep 
them, and heard with difda.io. the demand of the 
new Per.Gan General • 
• 

Nader in the mean time was purfuing 
Afhraf, and obferving all his motions : in one 
of his excurfions he difcovered a bOOy of 
Afgans, who were encamped in a very ad· 
vanta~us fituation. It was a narrow paiS, 
called Smkkhar, between t\\'0 mountains, upon 
which the Afgans had planted their artilleJy : 
in a place like this, before the invention of fire.. 
anns, a finall number of refolute meo might 
have flopped an whole army: but the Perfians 
attacked the enemr with fuch vigour, that they 
left their poft, and fled to A1hraf; who, grown 
more cautious fioce his defeat, retreated with 
all his forces to lfpahan, where he maffat:rtd 1111Jft 
'.{ Jbe r~6iJants m cold bltJfJti, and, among them, 
a num of learned men, who had retired from. 
the wor1 , and hoped to clofe their days in a 
ftudiouo anquillity. • 

_ C-4 Uo 
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I_.D.r,s,. He foon, however, recovered his fpirits, and, 
~·~·.having fa.ifed a mrmerous army, advanced to ' 

*-..or plain called MArche khort*". lt was late in the 
a-ening, on the twdfth of November, when 
Nader came in fight of the enemy, an~, rcfolv-:: 
ing to lofe no time, while the Afgans retained 
J.n impreffi.on of his valour, he ordered a body 
of Curds to attack their advanced guard : they 
fought with great refolution ; ilew about four 
hundred of the rebels, and returned at night 
with feveral prifoners, who gave notice that a 
'&f'urkijh geneta!,~O:,:tncr of Ramadan, had joined 
.Mhraf '\lith a idable army. This piece of 
intelligence was very unexpetl.ed, and the Turks 
feem to ha'-e violated the law of nations, in. 
toki11g the .fleld without a formal declaration of 
tu.•or ; or wtthout giving aay anfwer to the Per­
Jim ambafi"arlor : the ci1 cumfbmce was the more 
alanning to Nader at this }unfrure, ao; he was by 
ilo means prepared to engage with fo powerful' 
an enemy; he retired, theret01e, to hio; tent, and 
po_p;d the night vmhout fleep ill a grta/ atrilatian. of 
mind. At break of day he advanced to;ards the 
.Afg;u:.s, who, together with the Turks, were 
enc;:mped on an eminence : when he had 
almofi: reached the foot of the hill, he turned 
~de, and pretended to bend his comfe towards 
Ifpahan, hoping by this motion to d1 aw Afhra.f 
from hili intrenchments; but the ufu1per, hav· 
lng ~uired fume degree of prudence f~am the 
b•ttk o/ Mebmandiji, remained firm in his fta­
tion. Nader continued his feigned march, and 
retiring at a proper diftance, difcovered a part 
~ lhe enemy's. camp which feemed, to be 
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Tcry ill defended : he inftantly Cent a rcfolute .I.D.17•'11 
p:flicer with Ute artillery to attack it, while him- .N~ ::· 
fclf, at the head of his cavalry, prepared to• sf , 
re~eive the Mgans, if they fhould be fon:ed, as 
he ex~, to give him battle. His projeCt: 
fucceeded; his officer made a vigorous :dfa.ult, 

• 

drove the enemy into the plain, and, having 
feizcd their cannon, continued to bam.fs them in 
the rear, while Nader met them in front with 
equal alacrity. A general aCtion enfued, which 
laftcd for feveral hours; and this, indeed, was 
the firft decifive battle, in which Nader had 
been engaged : he was :figbtin~ againft two 
grc.~t armies, and muft either, by gaiaing the 
field, recover Ifpaha.q from the rebels, or, by 
lofing it, muft abandon all his projeCts, and be 
reduced to nothing : 

--no vull?'" pe they play, 
No vulgar vidim mufi: reward the day, 
Such as in race$ crown the fpeedy fi:rife ; 
The prize contended was grut He{/ar's life*. 

At noon the 'Turks began to give way ; which 
Nader, wh() loft no ad'Vantage thai offered it.folf, 
immediately obferved, and pufhed his troops 
agllnft them fa Vigoroufly, that they had re­
conrfe tQ flight, and were foon followed. by their 
allies: a great number of .Afgans and f'IU'k.rwerc 
made prifoners ; the former Of whom, as rebels, 
'\\'ere referved for a publick execution at Ifpahan, 
but the latter were treated with lenity, and fcn.t 
b.u:k to their quarters at Hamatllm. 
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u...,..,. .Ajlm:f, breathi11g nothing but fury and ~ 
~ nnge, returned to IfpahJ.a with bittcrnefs io 

. his heart: he there called tos-ether his few ad· 
)utrents, and :lled in the evenmg towards Sbiraz .. 
"fhe Perfians, who dweltcd in the di:ttrias near 
Jfpallan,. crouded into the city, which was 
ti:ripped of inhabitants, but full of treafures,. 
the cotleded plunder of many ye:ll's, which the 
ttbeob had not time to carry with them: thefe 
opnreffed natives had now a kind of new life 
~frd into them, by d1e departure of their 
oppreffors, and immediately fent intelligence to 
Nlfder of Afhraf•s flight ; upon which he ad­
Yail.ced to lfp.than, and entered it in triumph. 
He foon aftet fent the Sultan an account of his. 
ri:fflry, and invited him to fit on the throne 
of hi~ anceftors in the metropolis. of their Em­
pire. 

Tahmafp came with all poffible hafrc, and 
rexhed the city on the twmtieth of December. 
Ifp.iliao: foon recovered its ancient fplendour : it 
·wnr, decorated on all fides with a profufi.on of 
~nam6Dt&, and forty days were fpent in plea­
fares and entcrtainm"llh; but the perfon, who 
:teemed the lc=aft pleafed in the whole metropolis, 
:mJ wl10 had reafon to be the moft fo, was 
'''£ S•Jtan hinifelf: he often heard Nader talking 
ui l•;.r dekn to return i11to Khor.ofan, and, con­
:lcion~ of ii'is own wcaknefs, he forefaw that he 
ihould be expoled to his enemies without the 
continued jiJpport of his delhrercr. In a full 
couacil, therefOre, of the Nobles and (;enerals, 
he renewed his il!fhnces, and entrcatet\ :.Jader 
to ftay at Ifpahan till he was 1irmly iii' ted oD. 
t!JC thrt}!le. All the offic-ers declared, hat hi.r 
.IJ4¢y ~ughl /() /le ml!tnted with the 0reat atJ .. 

t·a,ztoze.r, 
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'Mntages, which Nader had already prottued him, A.D~•1Sfoo 
without op~Jing his reafonabk dtfignt; they added, ~ 
that his Majejly Dught to raife an army of Perfians, 
tmd difi11i{s the Kliorafanians, who had jtr'Ued him ' 
fo faithfully; fur that, if his minijlers wne rtjoJ.ved 
to thwart their General ;Nader in all his trD.iells, 
the] could mt be rtjponfible for any calamzty thd 
might eJJjite. The Sultan was fo provoked with 
tbefe remonftrances, that he tore from his head 
a little coro~t, which he ufually wore, and thretD 
it u~n the ground. Nader, in order to pacify 
him, was obliged to promifi:, that he would be 
at h3J!d to afiffi him at any warning, and that 
u he would not return to Me1hed, till he had 
" wholly extirpated the race of the .Afgans, and 
~' driven the 1'urks from the weftem 6orders of 
" Perfia.'" 

It would, indeed, have been dangerous for 
the Sultan, to have been left at this jundure. 
Athraf wm colltlfing flrength in Shira=, and had 
alfembled a number of barbarous tribes, refolving 
to make a lafl and defperate attempt. Nader 
was foon apprifed of his motions, and met him 
at a pbce, called Zercan, where he cut mofr of 
his troops to pieces~ and forced him, with his 
gencr.tl s(;dal, to fly towards Candabar. His 
approach was foon learned by Hit/{ein, Prince oE 
that cour.tl'y, whof..: brother Mahmud had been 
murdered by Afhraf: the Prince, therefore, put 
him to doth, juftifying his aa by the law of 
retaliation, but received Seidtd into his City, 
R>zd (!•l'llt' him the tommand of his troops. Mhraf 
fecn~' to have been a perfetl: barbarian, furious, 
bloo and imp.laable ; his life had been a. 
a con1 nt feries of affa.ffinations and maffacres,. 
and, · his laft moments, he ordered his women 

• to 



•! THE IriS TORY OF TR! 

,r,D.Y72J.to'bc fl:rang1ed, left they ihould f.lll into the 
~; •::, hands oti hls enemies. 

After the battle of Zman, Na.tler gave a re­
markable proof of his penetration, and fuowed 
his !kill il1 Jtti'!g throagh the he4rts ,;f mm. Among 
the .AJ!.an prifontn, wlwn he intend.· I· f• put ta 
tkMh at (fPabtJn, he obferved one M4/4Z11frUn, 
oo whofo. countenance he faw the matks of fury 
aad defpair fo ftrongly imprinted. that be pri­
vately told his officer:> to keep a watchful eye 
upOA him, if they hoped to carry him alive : 
but they were negligent of this order ; and, a.i 
they were paffing ove1· a bridge, their captive 
Md.IZafran kape.Jfuidcnly into the r:ver, and u.·as 
dtowned. 

~~~~to. As foon as ~~cr l1card the f~te ?f A!hraf, 
~~· he advanced to Sh,.-a~ where he ddtnbutcd the 

'\'aft riches of the Aft:{an'i among his officers and. • 
foldie1s, proportioning hi& 1cwards to the clif. 
fcrent degrees of '~our, which he had obfctved 
ia them • 

• 
SHIRA Z is a city of Ptrj'UJ properly fo 

c:illed : it Wj1S the birth-place of .many illufuiouR 
men, among whom were the poets Hnfez and 
&.di, of wbofe worle. there are many fine copies 
in our publick libr.llics. There is a beautiful ode 
of Hafez in honour of his native city, which 
begins with tltefe lines: " lhil, Shiraz, d&lightM 
u fully fitu.ned l May heaven preferve her from 
" ruin ! May dte Almighty defend. our :tlrcam 
" of * &cnab4d! for its .,.atcrs fQpply , "th 

"aength 
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u length of days *. The gale, fceoted wid! ~.D.t1,.. 
" ambergris, breathes between· JiferaW and.~~-.. 
" Mofo/Ja. Come to Shirar., and a1k. a profu1ion V = 
u of the fa.cred fpirit from its inhabitants, who 
·" are perfeffiy virtuous. How fhould the fu~ar-
" uf Egypt be brou~t to Shiraz, without being 
" furpaffi:d by the fweetnefs of our fair dam .. 
" fels ?" 

The Perfians hilvc: fo high a veneration fur 
the memory of this poet, that they give him 
the title of Di,•it~e; and have a cuil.om of Opefl· 
ing hi~o book of Odts, upon every remarkable 
occafion, as our old fcholars ufed to open Virgil, 
in order to gather fame omen from the firft 
lines, which preknt themfelves. 

When Nader :1nd his officers were pafiing by 
the tomb of Hafcz, near Sbiraz, one of the 
company opened a colletl:ion of his poem~ and, 
~ther by accident or by defign, firft caft their 
eyeo; upon the following Ode, which they applied 
with one voice to the Conqueror : " It' is but 
" juft that thou fhouldft receive a tribute from 
" all fair youths, fince thou art the Sm·e­
" teign of all the Be:mties in the nniverk: 
"~thy two piercing eyes have ~·n Kha!a 
" and Khr;ttn into confufion; lndza and Cl1zna 
'' pay homage to thy curled """". thy gracefUl 

poets and philofophers Of that city Jlfed to lit and C0!DJ10fi 
their works, :u~d which U DO refs celebrated ~ tluoir wnten 
than the /illfiu and Ctf'ifv o.t the.Atbr.iaal.' • • . 

• Liter.&IIy 1h lifi If Xttw: thia Hero or Sage u faid, 1n 

the P~rfo~mance•, to have ~ed immort.ility by driak· 
mg (A~, t) the fountain of rUe. See MENINW in 
the word ! · 
' ' " mou~h 



THE HISTORY o• TR> 

.6.D.mo.~ mouth gave the ftreams of life to lthex.r; tltt =" fugared ~p renders the fweet reeds of Egypt 
" contempbble * !' 

At the fellival of Nur4., a noblemao of high 
rank was fent by the Sultan to Nader, with a 
tongratulatory letter upon his fire1h viCtories, in 
which he made him a grant of four provinces, 
Kl»ra[an, MtlZtnderiJn, Carman, and Seifian, re­
quefling him to accept the title of Sultan, and 
to wear a diadem fet with jewe1s, which he re­
ceived at the fame time. The fame nobleman 
brought a number of rich mantles, which 
he prefented, in the A/VJtitk manner, to Nader's 
offiCers ; and he was attended by .Abu'/ Cajfom, a 
man of the Law, who had orders to prDpofe a 
llflln'iag~ behmm Rizakuli, NtU!er' s Jon, and a 
J0111'ltt' daughter of the late Shah Hu1fein. The 
General accepted moft of thefe honours, but 
dec'tiued bearing any title, which might only 
nile envy, without bringing any folid advan· 

• In the fame IIWUieJ', before his expedition againft: 
V'Miris, his f'riatdl confultcd the poems of H•firr., and, upon 
openiag the vol11me, finlud the following couplet : " 0 
•• Hllftc, thou haA taken lr&l and Plll'l with thy (wee: 
•• poctty J come, fOr it is now the tum of B•gtiui and 
.. 'l'.,J,.'' This is the lal couplet of the Ode, which bt.o ..... 
....:;,..~ .:.(,..) ~r:J ouy ~/I 

..,......._ Af' ~ .JF ~ 0:f41 
...;..y;; 
• 'Ait"""-/, tit rwill ;lfi'JW'IIII <Wiib j'!lo. ftel tbt g~/Nflllt'l nfu 

...J'ru, }It.._ .. ,.,., t.tk.{tluul if tbt WeJ,'fwtkCnfor 

"~'"""'· u tag<: 
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ta~: however, that he OJight pay his troc:JpJA.Jt...,., 
Wlth a princely liberality, he ordrzed mooey to llJ::ML& 
coined in his name in the province of Khorii,{IZil; ~.w;=J<~ :c4 
by which ad he virtually aJfumed the l!"vem-
ment of the whole Empire. It was .at thu tianc. 
if ever, that he took the name 'IJJhmafp KuT~, w., 
Stroant bf TahnzaJi, together with ilie title of · 
Khan or }Qrd; though it is by no means cdta.iA, 
that he was at all known by that name, whiq 
is not once given to him by his PerjiaJJ h:ifl:oriaa: 
his fuvourite general, indeed, was named 'i.r.;.. 
nJafp Kuli 1\ha.n, and our merchants in .AJia, wOO 
were, perhaps, unacquainted with the true ft:ate 
of affairs, might eafily confound the tilla df 
thefe illuftrious friends. 

"When all thefe ceremonies were endetl, Nader 
led hio; army to Shtf/ltr, the ancient Sufo, Capital 
of a Province to which itgi~es its name. Hm: 
an officer, whom Aforaf had fent to C..flanh-­

•nopk, and who was returning '\1titb aJl a&U'wtr 
from the Porte, threw himfelf before the f«t: 
of Nader, and gave kim the letter of Sulta 
.4hnzed to the ufurper, by wlUch he clearlydifuo.. 
vered, that a war~-ith the 'Turks could not.pmliblt 
be avoided. His own amb:dMulor alto fent wool. 
that lu crmld 1lQ/ procurt a diretl on~r [ro•ll:N! 

"'Turkilh minijkrs, with reg~~rd ts the r-tjiitutilm rf 
Azarbigia~ and that tiN Tmks had ammiJtrl 
m411J open r~fls of JJqfiility. He foon found this 
.account to be ti1!lt; .and received intelligence. 
that a numerous army, under the commaad d 
Ofm4n Pajh&, was encamped nea.r the city d • 
Hat1Uidao , upou which he advanced, and <J.Geml 
th~ttle; but, after 2 few difdwges of tJwir' 
a · Ofman retreated towards ,the -city. 
where "ug joined by '!"muir Pafoa, eo..._ 

oE 
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.. .V.1no. of Y an, he returned at the head of their united 
:..111·!_1·.forces, and met the Per.fians itt a plain, called 
· r=: M#Mir. Then: is nothing fo tedious in general 

as the defaiptions of battles, unltjs th~ difplay 
.fome firiking injlance if fagacity, Dr are di't!erf!fied 
with~ interd/ing ewnts ; but, where a vi&ry 
is F.ed merely by fnperiour force or courage, 
wliich is ufually die cafe in unpollihed nations, 
it is diflicult to render fuch defcriptions either 
inftruB:ive or entertaining. In this place it will 
be fW&cient to fay, tha~ Nader entirely defeated 
tbt twD Bajha's, feited their artillery, together 
with an immenfe booty, and entered the citr o~ 
Hamadan without obllrudion. The inhabitants 
:received him with a tumultuous joy, and ten 
thoufand Periiao cnptiws, whom the 1urlu had 
kept in chains, regarded him as a beneficent 
power, fcnt for their dcJivery. 

Homadtm Is a city of Parthia, firll built, i£ 
we believe the Eaiefn writers, by Daritu, who 
made it the feat of his Empire. Its fituation i-J 
greatly celebrated by the Petjiatu, who frc­
quendy enlarge upon the beauty of its walks 
and g;ardens, and the clearnefs of the rivulet,, 
by w"bich they are watered. There is a v.allcy 
near the city, called Mawajh4,., which is dct. 
fcribed by an .Jr•billtl poet, as one of the molf 
delightful fpots in Ajia. 

In this agreeable place Nader tepofed for 
Ceveral days; andafteiwarda marched to'iabri:.t 
the capital of .Azarbigian, which he enh.."red 
without any confid.eratile oppofition, as the two 
generals, Ofnum and 'limur, had not~ t-eco­
vered the ihock. of their late defeat. 1 trealcd 
the 'Iurlijb o&en, who were tilken ,rifonc-,.,, 

with 
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'With gs:eat refpetl: and polirenefS; but nnp/6ytd A.D. mo. 
the C4Pf!'Ve.r of a luu:er rank in repairing the walls ~·~ 
of tht at~, and fent the Iargeft cannons and mor~• 

.. tars, wliich the i'urks had left behind them, to 
h'is.fortrefi of Kelat~ the dcfiined place of his 
retirement. 

A number of fmaller cities were recovered by 
this victory; and tl1e report of Nader•s fuccefs 
fpread a general confternation in the very Capi­
tal of the Turkijh Em ph e. It muft feem. ftran!!'C 
at the fitft view, that, although the 'l'urlu b~g 
into the field more numerous armies, than moit 
other= nations, yet thl!f ieldom have gained any 
confiderable advantage by the fuperiority of 
their nl.imlm's. The truth t>f it is, an army, 
like an huntan body, may be lefs at1ive in pro­
portion to its bulk; and there is no more rcafo14 
why the Turk fhould ddeat the Perfian moun­
taineer, becaufe he outnumbers his enemies ten 
to one, than, why an elephant fhould over .. 
power a tiger by its fuperiour ftrcngth and :fize. 
We may add to thi'l, that the Y"urkijh horfes are 
in general too large and inailive, and that their 
cavalry bears no kind of proportion to their 
infantry • 
• 

While Nader was putfuing this noble courfe 
in .Afio, a dreadful revolution happened in the 
metropolis of the Othman empire. When he 
firft demanded the reftitution of 1_ur~~ian or 
Media to the Perfians, .J.bmed and his Vnurwere 
very willing to reftore it ; but were pre· 
vented~ infUITCdion of the Janiffaries, who 
were j y enraged at lofing their ef:l:ates, and 
infilled n defending them with the beft of 
lheir bl • After the ilcfcat of 4/h"f, and the 

l> takias 
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.I.D.mo.takin.g of Hmtuulan. the Vizir was again on· 
. N~. 4-!· the point of concluding a peace with the Perfian 
........,. General; but the tfur#jh feudatories, incenfed 

at his proceeding, compelled the Sultan to g;ve 
him up, and put him to a croci death: after 
which they depofed .Ah~d, who fUIVived his 
difgrace but a :fhort time, and raifed his whew 
Mahm#d to the throne of Conllantinople. • 

Nader was now meditating the fie~ of Erivan, 
capital of Armtnia, when he rece1ved a very 
alarming piece of news from the province Of 
Khorafan. 

Hufein, prince of Candabar, wry jufily fiar;ng, 
that 11 'WOuld be his fi'Wn turn to feel the weixht if' 
Nader's arm, had taken advantage of his diftant 
expedition againft: the Turks, and had fent an 
anny into Khorafan, under the command of his. 
Dew General Seidsl. The whole province wet, 
foon thrown into confufion : the inhabitJnU of 
Herat and Ferah openly revolted ; and the Af· 
gans advancrd even to the walls of Jr!rjhed. On 
receiving thi:J intelligenc:c, be left Armmia, and 

, fent notice to his brother Zobtircddeula of his 
intended return to Khorafon, fhiCI.ly enjoining 
him to avoid a battle with the /Jfgans : but that 
rafh and obftiilate p1ince ueglefled the order, 
and, fallyjng from the city en the twenty-fe'Utnl h 
Dj July, engaged the bcfiegers, who drove him 
back :oftet a lliarp cODfliit. 

In the mean time Nader was marching to­
wards Khorafan, and reached Caz'IJin on the 
feventeenth of Auguft : his very ~ fprear.l 
terrfJUI' hifon him, and compenfated th U fUcccfs 
of his brother's arDIB, by delivering 'fo<d from 

• a defp<> 
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a def~ &ege; The J{gf!1U•. c=; haughty •.D . .,,.. 
aDd mfolent, retiml from ilie City wtth a mix, .. Nad.tS· 
ture of fear aad indigO.;ttion; whence they re. ~woo..,.....( 
treated Oowly to HmJt, pillajring all trhe diffriCb 

'through which tliey p>lrod.- ' 

Nader could not reach Mefhed till OOober, 
where he fpent the remainder· of the year iu' 
regulating the affairs of his metropolis, and in 
reviewing his troops. His army Was encamped 
in a plain called Chehub4g, or, the f1Ur Jllt'dms, 
famous for containing tlie tomb of Ali, fon of 
Mufa, the tutelar faint ~ the prtJ'lJince: All the 
foldiers panted with impatience for the opening 
of the camp~; and his yrefence gave a new 
life to the cio.zens, who began to refume in 
peace their ufual «eupations, and looked up to 
him with veneration, as. their fovereign and de. 
liverer. · 

At the beginning of the new year, were fo-A.DA131 
lcmnizcd the nRptials of Fathima, :fifter of the Nad.*' 
Shah, and the prince Ri:duli, a hopeful youth, 
about fourteen years old. On this occ.afion, near 
two months were fpent, either in rejoicing and 
fcafts, or in hunting .in the forefts of AJ,iurd. 
There is fomething very martial in the .Afotici 
manner of l1Untin~: a Jarge tratl: of woodland 
is enclofcd with toils; which are ~ually con­
tracted, till a great number of wild beafrs are 
collected in a finall circle, where the huntexs kill 
them with fpcars, to the found of trumpet. and. 
other intlrumcnts of warlike mulick • . 

Ilia th• fourttn~th of Marth, Nader left Mdhcd, 
ao~pod on the fecond of 4pril, upon 
the of a river, before the walls of &rat • 

• D a . AI 
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.I.D.ITJI·At midni§ht a body of ..4/{anr, with &ida/ at 
.NaL* .• their head, paB'ed the river, and, lecu.red from 
~ detcaio.n by the darkndS of the rught, appeared 

fuddenly before a cafile, where Nader, attended 
only by eight guardst was giving orders to 
his engineers. As foon as he was apprifed of 
his danger, ll.e drew his fabre, and ruihed into 
the mid1l: of the enemies, where he fuftained a 

• 

''"CIJ' unequal fight, till his other guards came 
to his relief, who compelled S~ida] to retreat, 
with the lofs of his heft men, and to Jaw him .. 
ft!f !Jy fwimming tXJer the river. 

On the next morning Nader invefted the city: 
J.e was greatly impeded in his works by the 
frequent fallies of the Afganr, but they were fo 
often repulfed., that theY determined at laft to 
rt>main within the walls, and to ;ill: only upon 
the defenfive. Nader howtver, finding the city 
admirably fortified, and ha,·ing int..:.IliA"cncc from 
a prifoncr, that the inhabitant!. were difh e1Ted 
for provifions, pseferred the flow, but certain, 
cife(1 of a blockade to tl!c danger of a fiege,. 
..1nd enclofed the city on every fide. In the 
mean while, Zobeire,doula made fome attonc• 
ment for hi!l late difgrace, by the vigoul' with 
which he pufhed the ficge of FerSh : he foon 
took it, and put the .Afi..am, who had defended 
it, to the fword. · 

The blockade of Hnatlafled till the dote of 
the year; at which time, .AIIayar, whofe pro .. 
"llions were exhaufied, began to think of capi· 
tul.lting; thoudl his plincipal officer, ZUijictir, 
a fierce and del"perate bJrhari.m, had madce 
gairifon take a folemn oath on tl).e .dlcwan, at 
they would rather die than open the gate It 

. ·u~ 
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happened, that, .Allayar, in the confufio,n oc~.t D.t13,, 
caliOned by Nader's approach, had left his women Nad. .w­
and children iu a nezghbouring fortrcf~ where' · 
i.iley had been taken by the Pn-fians; and, as 
an A:!iatick tamwt fupport the idea of a dijhonour 
ojfM"ed to bit foraglio, he fent fome of hi c.; minifters, 
to propofe terms of accommodation, and promiflt/ 
to f:~rrendv the city, if his women •were rd/ored. 
Nader accepted the propofal; and invited the 
meifengers to a fcaft in his tent, which they were 
furprifcd to fee adorned with the heads if three 
hundred .Afgan chiefs, fixed upon /anus. In the 
morning he fent the women to Allayar, w!to, 
fhockcd at the reception of his minifters, and 
having obtained his principal end by the return 
of his family, refolved to peli.lh by famine, n~ 
ther than fubmit to the befiegers, and having 
ordered his women to be ftrangled, that they 
JJVght not furvivc their l01d, he prcpated to 
fnftain the fiege. 'l11e PeifJ:Jn Ge:1cral, irritated 
by the perfidy Ot· the s-overnor, began to bombard 
the city, and, percoving a pr.atlicable breach, 
was on the point of giving orders for an affault, 
when the ~rifon opened the gates, and fur· 
rendered at difcrction. Nader, who was no lefs. 
mild after a vic1ory, than violent before it, 
treated the perfidious Governor with great hu· 
manity, and gave him a fettlemcnt in the pl'"lr 
vince of Multtin, whither he foon retired with 
his dependent-;, and the mifcrable remains of 
his family. The other A.fgons were tranfp]anted 
to thofe parts of K/Jorafan, which required m?fi: 
cultivation ; and the city of Hrrat was filled Wlth 
a Ptrjian ~{on. 

'the fovnAI race of AfgaTis, who had ruined 
the kingdcq of Perfia, wqe now either de-

D 3 ftroyed, 
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J D.11t•·fttoytd, or difperfed in various parts of the Em• 
.:!: ~ pire~ without a JJO.ffi.bility of ~g their 

ftrength : tholl: only remained, who h:od taken 
refuge in the city of Candahar 7 and the northern 
parts of lndojitm, which kinJ«iom was then ruled 
by MDh11111111ed Shah, an inJolent and luxmious 
prince, Who was wholly immerfed in voluptuouf­
Dai', ...nd at that time little thought, how foon a 
viaorious invader would difpofe of his immmft 
trelljruer, anti fiO the .flreetJ Dj DE.Hu with the 
b/1114 of hi1 Juh;tlls. 
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SECTION III. 

'£he Turkiili 'llW'. 

T 1-I E Minifters of the Sultan, who fought A.D.m•· 
-every occafion to humiliate Naderkuli, per- Nad.+s· 

fuaded the credulous prince to take advantage....-­
of his abfence in Khorafan, and to affume the 
command of the Perfian army : they extolled 
the valour of the Monarch, extenuated the 
merits of hi!! General, and prdfed him to bear_ 
a part at Jeaft in the glory of delivering Perfta ; 
by which fuggeftions he was at length induced to 
take the field, and marched towards Eri'Van, the 
Capit:ll of .Armrnia. A body of 'iurk1, who op· 
pofed his palfage, were put to Hight ; and this 
'firft fuccefs fo elated him, that he fat down be· 
fflre the City, thinking to firike a panick into 
the inhabitants by the terrour of his name. His 
method of attack was extremely new : he re-
mained near three months on the banks of the 
Aras, in a conjfant courfo of diwrfons and feajls, 
until, finding his provifions almoft fpent, he re-
treated to 'i.zbriz. ; where he took a City already 
taken, depofed the governor, whom Nader had 
appointed, and advanced in triumph to Sulta-
nia, with a determined refolution to deltroy all 
the Z'urRijh armies, who :fhould dare to obftrucl: 
him. 

Whilfl he was amufiog himfelf with thefe 
fplendrd projeCb., he wu unfortunately met by 
an anny of tiurks under the command Of .A.hwd 
fajha, a conflUDIDatc General, and an admirable 

6 il t Statef· 
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~.D .• 7,t. Statefinan; who, for m:my years, had eluded the 
to=ad.,..,. intrigues of his rival'i at the Porte, and, having 

....__ __ J preferved his government of Bagdad with un-
common reputation, had outlived moft of the 
Bajhat of the Z'urkijb cmpin:. 'l'ahmofp, once 
in bis life, ad:cd wifcly • and attempted to de­
cline a battle ; but, finding himfclf under the 
neceffity of cngaginq with .Ahmrd, he gave the 
chief command of hts army to one of his Gcne­
ra1s, N.ohanmttd Khan, and referred the left win~ 
to himfelf. Moban;n;cd hcgan the fight with 
great intrepidity ; but, after a fh01 t engage­
ment, the left wing, which the Sultan com­
manded, was fcen to give way ; and the 'Turkt, 
animated by the example and exhortations of 
.Ahmed,. purfued their advantage fo vigorou:Uy, 
that the rout of the Perfians became general : 
five thoufand of them were :fiain on the field, 
and thofe, who could not faye themfelYes by 
Bight, were made prifoncrR: the Pe1}ian camp 
was feized, with the ammunition and artillery, 
and 'l'ahmofp returned to l.fpahan, attended only 
by a few of his officers. 

In a :fhort time aftt'r this, Ahmed retook 
Ramadan and CJ'abriz ; fo that the glorious ac­
tions of Nader were reduced to nothing by the 
vanity, obftinacy, and cowardice of a Prince, 
whom he had reftorcd to tbe'thronc of his an­
cefum. Ahmed, acquainted ef!ually with the 
fuperionr abilities of Nader, and with the weak­
neiS of 'rahmofp, made an offer of peace to the 
Shab, and propofed, in the n:une of the Sultan 
i'l.ah,:Wd, that the Perfians jhDu/d Imp the dHeJ 
wh;ch Nader had taken, together with all the te,... 
ritories lying to the ea.ft of the .Aras: the Perfian 
soWillers i<adily ac<epte<l the propolhls, and 

• I fil!"ed 
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figncd the articles of J!taCe, which were fent to A'.D.171~ 
CrmfianiiTWple to be rattfied. A publick ~oicing NaiL H• 
was ordt;red on this occafion in the 'Turkijb Capi~ ~~~ 
tal ; and Abmed, whofe valour and ~drefs ~ere 
univerfally applauded~ was confimied in hiJ 
government of Bagdad. 

NADER KUU was rejoicing at the total re­
duction of the Afgans, and preparing to renew 
the war againft the 2 urks, when he received an 
account of the Shah's expedition, and, with it, 
a copy of the articles which he had figned. Hts 
indignation was exceffive : he difpatched an 
officer to Conftantinople, with this 1hort mefi"age 
to Mahmud, Either r!ftore the whole pr(J'f)inu 
of Azarbigian, or e:~tpeEt mthing but a de/Perate 
war: another was fent to Ahmed Pafua., ~idding_ 
him prtpare_for a fudden 'Vfjit fram the Deli'f.ler~ if' 
Peljia: and a third fct out for lfpahan with an 

•e.."-::poftulatory letter to the Emperor, reque)ting 
him Jo difmifs his pernicious coU11fellon, to cancel 
their dijhrmourable treaty, and to meet him at Kom. 
•with all his forces, that they might march together 
into Armenia and Parthia.· .At the Came time 
he publifhed a fpiritcd manifefto, in every pro­
vince and city of Pe!fia, protefl:ing agaiuft the 
peace, and threatening with his dilpleafure all 
thofe, who fbould rcfufe to concur with him in 
rm'l:ering Media from the Turks: he declared, 
" that, after the fefri.val of the new year • he 
" would leave Mejhed, and march agiaiuft the 
" 'Iurkijh hereticks ; that the fame yrovidcnce, 
" which had enabled him to expel the Barba­
cc rians from his country, would now prated: 
cc him againfi: the oppofers of the true fed ; 
~' tha& the ve:ry angels, who encircled the tomb 
n of .Ali, c;alled aloud for the delivera.1ce of 
. ,, thofc 
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..t.D.l13~·" thofe brave Ptrfiam, who had loft their Ji .. 
Mad. ~5· " betty in defendin.,. the rights of their prophet t.--. ~ , 

__," and who were not fo much as named in the 
c' Emperor's treaty ; that it was an ignoble bar~ 
" sa}n, to accept only the territories on the orre 
"fide of the Alas,_ when thofe on the other Ude 
" of it alfo might have been WI eil:ed from the 
" enemy by force; that it Yias the highefr dif· 
" i1onnur to concl•Jdc a peace after a defeat~ 
" which the haughty fo:ts of Othman would at­
" feet to confider as an aCt of lenity on tlteir 
" fide, and of fnl~crtion on the fide of the 
" Pet}ians :" he concluded by denouncing tupe· 
tual i'ifamy on all I hofe, .... :ho jbordd {le muifs in 
purjuin.v; the i"':U'kijh war, and c.lecl.ll'ing, tl•"f /1e 
"lJ/fJIIId punifh as rebel!, tb~, whD in any fm.fo 
jl:ould 'PP'Ji hi' dejign<. 

He fpent the next three months in recruiting 
his army, and encouriging his officers and fol.:.O 
dieN, by the moft {hiking aas of liberality*. 
In this interval alfo he vifited Nlat and Abiurd, 
the fcenes of his youthful explojts, for which lu: 
tetained to his !aft hour a peculiar jrmdnefl; and, 
obfervin~ the ruins of fomc old c111:l~s in a plain 
-about thirty-fix mileo from Akjhed, which wa; 

• Among the many prefents, which N4if7' gave at this 
time to his oflicen, wel'C feveral of the ftnell: horfes of Afo, 
in tbe breech of which he w.u partict~larly co~rious: the 
Ptrjianhiflorian fays, inh.U figurative !lyle, thatth1'Hrfis:wn'! 

iftht r~ut 'f'Gulgfm t~trdfotpti h.itRakhlh. GJg{at !.;)# 
or, Rfji..m-d, and ll4lhfo lfA .J or Ltghtmfll• are the 
names of twohorfcs hirhlya!leDi'ated ~the Baiem poets : the 
former belonged to PIT'Vitt&t king of Per.fo, and the fccorul 
to R~~~~~a the Hero of Ftriufi's Epick poem. 

t watered 
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watered with beaut:ifui rivulets, and had like· .I.D.,n .. 
wife the advantage of an a.cellent air, he or- Nad. +S· 
dered thofe edifices to be rebuilt, and the whole '--_.. 
country around them to be cultivated, with t1 

mjgn, no doubt, of pa}fing the thcline of his life 
in "'ft..part of hiJ dominions. 

On his. retwn to his Meihed the twenty~ 
ftxth of May, an Ambaffador arrived from the 
Rrif!ian court, who declared that, in com~ 
pliance with his requeft, the Emprefs was 
willing to refign the province of Gbilan. and 
the other conquefts of Peter I. on the coafts of 
'the Cafpian fea. He difmiffed the Ambaffador ; 
ed fent with him two approved officers, to fee 
his orders punllually executed. At the begin· 
~ng_ of July, intelligence was brought, that the 
.Hujftans had departed peauahly from the frontiers 
if Ptrfia; upon whiCh Nader appointed a g~ 
"'itrntlr of Chi/an, who fet out immediately for 
the place of his rdidencc. 

While Natkrkuli was thus employed in pre­
. paring a powerful army againft the fur/u, the 
bhah, dired:ed by his minifters, was concertin~ 
pacifick meafures in ljpahan, and confirming his 
treaty with.~hmed. 

On bearing this, the General left KMra.fon, 
and bent his courfe towards Hpahatt, marching· 
all night with great expedition, and halting each 
~y at noon by reafon of the intenfe heat. On 
the fixteenth of Auguft he encamped in a plain, 
called 'fhe garthn of I/n.Jugnib, dore to the 
walls of Ifia.han • his anivaf was equally unex­
pe&:d to the court, and to the populace, but it 
bad a very diJ!'ereut elfed on them; finc:e the 

l • lirtl 
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..I.D.171,. firli confidercd him as a powerful and incenfed 
Nad. H• enemy, the fecond, as the guardian of their 
~__. liberties : the courtiers fhowed him thofe marks 

of refped, which they could not fafcly rcfufe, 
but the inhabitants in general celebrated ,Jrlj 
prcfence with the moft grateful and undiffPJd>lcd 
joy. 

After l day fpmt in mirth and feftivity, the 
emperor fupped with Nader in his tent, together 
with the principal officers of his army. It was 
the dejign of his Highmft, fays the Perjian author, 
to drDWn all caufes of animojity between the Shah 
and himfiif, in the Jlcwing cttp_J rif the banqurt~ 
mui to procure his approbntJOn of the '1 urkijh war ; 
at the rondvjion of which, he meaned ID lea'IJe the 
reins of empire with Tahmafp, and to retire iniD 
his r;wn lt>rritories : but, whether this were hi• 
real intention or not, it is certain, thafhe could 
not prevail with the Emperor to break tht peace, 
which his minifters had concluded, Out was mOf'-o 
lifted to fie him fit with afullm rtforve, during the 
whole e:ntertainment. 

The nat day he called a Council of all 
his officers, and, having related to them what 
l1ad paffed in the preceding· night,. infmuated, 
that he could not be on.fwerable for tht dan_gcrs, 
which might et'fue, if the Sultan jhould perjfll in 
hit dijlike to the war; and that he feemed rather 
an ajfociate of their ffltmia, than a father of his 
ptople : upon which the whole afi'embly ex­
claimed with one voice, that the Sultan war 
WfWIJrthy Dj a thr1ne, which he cDUld ntither de­
fend by his 'fJa!our, twr dig!fif1 hy his wijdMn; and 
thai tht di•dtm j'!flf] bet .. ged to Him, 'lJJbDje 

'~ll&e 
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tDUI'age and condql/ had refiortd it /() its origi11111 t1.D.•1sa. 
Jplendour. • Nad. .!'!.. 

It is not eafy to fay, whether Natkr had 
th<>llg~ts of affuming the regal diguity at this 
time ; ®t., whether he waited for a more fa­
\'ourable~un&u-e, or was not fufficiently fecure 
of his fuength, he declined the Battering offer 
of the Council, yet confented, that 'I4hmafp 
1hould be dethrone61, and his place fupplied by 
his fon .dbbas, an infant only eight months old. 
Upon this, Abbas, the third of that name, was 
crowned king of p,ry;. with great folemnity 1 
and Nader was proclaimed &gent durin$ his t~ 
fancy : his unfortunate father was fent m a litter 
to Khorafan, where a magnificent prifon was 
prepared for him and his Ieraglio, in which he 
paaed the remainder of his life, and, no doubt, 
found his retirement, however difgraceful, more 
fuitlble to the indolence of his temper, and the 
weakncft; of his underftanding, than the per­
petual anxieties of a throne. 

The :6rft atl: of the Regent was, to fend :Am­
batfadors to the EmpreiS of Rtiffia, and the 
Great .ltlogul, infcrming them of the acceffion 
of Shah A.bbar, and requefting the Indian mo­
narch, in the moft preiling terms, to prevent th4 
Afgan fugitivu from taking }helttr in his tcrritM'iu. 

He then prepared for his gr.md projetl '!! 
driving the Turks front the Perfianfrtmliers; and 
accerilingly, having marched by CartMnjbah, 
he encamped in a plain, called Mohidlj}Jt, in .. 
tending to advance the next day aga.inft the 
1h'Ong hold of Zohab, where the enemy had 
repofited a c:onfiderablo ftore of ammwU.tioo, 

and 
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.I.D.•n•· and the taking of which would contnDute 
~ :,s·. greatly to his fuccefs in the liege of Bagdad: 

.-but, .bearing that_a large body of. 'ruru had 
left the caftle, and were advancing to oppofe 
him, Nader, whofe prudence was equal to 'his 
valour, chofe to decline a battle, at a timlr,'when 
the lofs of his men would have been" a ~t 
obthcle to his defigns, and determined to reach 
Zohtib by another route, which lay over a vaft 
moontain, called Caroan : he therefore fet out 
at break, of ~ay, in oppolition to the reman~ 
ftrances of bts Generals, who. reprefented the 
defiles as impaffable. He convinced them, how• 
ever, that few things ~re impo./fibleto perjnoerance 
ond alfimty; and leading his army, fometimes 
On foot, fometimes on hoffeback, through narrO'lJJ 
pa./fos cowred with {TJWJ, and on the borders of 
precipicet, he brought them by funfet to a valley 
on the .ather fide, where, after a ihort interval 
of refi:, he left his main body, and advancetl in 
perfon at the head of on1y fix hundred men : 
he rode all night without intenniffion, and, in 
the morning, found himfelf clofe to the fortrciS, 
which, although his army had not yet joined 
him, he prepared to attack, as he knew it to be 
almofl: defenc;:elefs. The 2"urk.r, awakened by 
the trampling of the Per/ian horfe, appeared on 
the battlements, and, afanned at their fudden 

· ~pproach, dropped their_ anns on the firft 
fummons, and furrendered, Nader found 
a rich booty in the cafl:le, and treated the 

· T urkilh ganifon u-ith great lenitr. : he had 
ridden an hundred and tHree mi cs without 
ftopping, and, by this vigorous ftep, ftruck. his 
enemies with terrour whilil he fecured to him~ 
felf a mpil advantageous fituatioa. Some days 
after this, the army arrived, aftonilhed at their 

" 
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LIFE OF NADER SHAH. 47 
leader's intrepidity, and encouraged by his ex .. .1-D.tnst 
ample: he bllilt kveral forts near Zohab, and .~!.!:, 
was lbon joined by the forces of .Azarbigian, ~ 

·commanded by the governor of Tauris • .. 
1\.~ city of Bagdad had every poffible ad- .4.D.I131• 

vantagb. It was fituated in a large plain on the Nad.4-6. 
banks of the 'Tif':iis : its circuit was periedly 
round, and it wits cnclofl"d by a double wall, 
:Banked with firong bailions : its fuburbs, built 
on the weftem fide of the river, rcfembled a 
fmaller city, and were joined to the greater by 
an elegant bridge ; but its fureil: defence was in 
the prudence and refolution of its governor, 
AbmeH. who detennined to maintain 1t to the 
laft extremity. 

The Regent wifhed to put the whole cam­
paign to the hazard of a decili't'e battle, and 
Jbade a Jhow of marching to\\'ards the city of 
Kerdtk, in hopei of dra•vin3 ilbmei into the· 
field, hut, finding that he remained "-ithin the 
walls, he returned by another route towards 
B1rgdad. He was met in his return by twelve 
thOufand 'Turks, commanded by }'ateh, governor 
of Di,trberr, who was taken prifoner at the firft 
onfct, and his mi~fortune was :!'oon followed by 
a totalmut of ~is· anny. 

' 
Nader was equally fuccefsful on the next 

morning; and defe~tcd a Bafha, named Mobam· 
med, whom .A.bmed had fent to reconnoitre the 
Per:Jians. In this laft ailion, a Perjian foldier 
pul'fued a 'Turk fo fur, that, before he could kill 
him, he was overtaken by the night, aud fQtCed 
to wander about the plains till break of day, 
when he was greatly furprifed to find himit1f 

· • • ubder 
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&D.tm. under the walls of Bagdad: he no fooner per­
II.:Lof6, cei.ved his danger, thaD, by a fin gular prd"ence 
..____, of mind, he advanced boldly to the Turkijb 

fentinels, and demanc:fed an audience of the 
governor, as a me.f!mgu from the Regent t(P~; 
upon- which he was treated witli refpeG}:, and 
introduced to .Ahmed, to whom he faid~ is from 
Natkr, " The Perfirm~ have long defired to give 
" you battle : if 7.ou have any fpirit, meet them 
" m the .Geld ; if not, open the gates of the 
" city." .J.hmed replied, that it was not in hit 
puwer to aB in ar£!f:.ion lo fbe p_ojiti'fJe orders of his 
C/Jtltl, and fent back with an efcort of Ja­
niffiuiea. When the regent heard this adven .. 
ture, he fmiled at the addrefs of the man, but 
ordered his prifoner Fateh, whom he generoufiy 
fet at liberty, to affure the governor, that no fucb 
mej[age came fr~m Him. 

On \he eighth of February, the Perfians prc!­
pared to pafs the Y'igris on a raft or float, con­
triwd by an European engineer: it was f01med 
of ~e beams of palm-tree wood, faftened to• 
getl)er with cables, and made lefs liable to fink. 
l)y having a number of camel's fkins tied to it, 
which were fewed up, .and filled with air. Nader 
firft went over with two thoufand :five hundred 
men, and, having left arden. for the reft of his 
troops to follow him, marched on with great 
rapidity. On the next morning fifteen thoufand 
men pa«ed oo. the float; after which it fell to 
pieces, and much time was loft in repairing it. 
In the mean while, the Regent was in a country 
little i'fliJ'Um to him, furrountkd with a multitude of 
enemies, at the head of a fma/1 part rmly of hit 
4 ?'!f> •n4 ftporll«i from bis camp bJ a broad 
nwr, 
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the 'Turks, who were ftationed oppofite to the Nad • .f-6. 
Per/ian camp; but, a body of JaniB"aries having' --· 
difcovered him, they fled with precipitation, and 
c::lfried the alarm mto the city. .Ahmed, 'Who 
had diligently obferved his motions, and was 
no.w apPrifed of his fituation, fent againfl: him 
thirty thoufand men, commanded by Mufiafa 
Pafoa, with a formidable train of artillery; 
upon which the Regent, perceiving an engage-
ment to be inevitable, detached a body of Curds 
and Afgans againft th.e enemy ; the :forma- of 
wbcm retreated after a jhort ftirmijh, but the latter, 
with a fiercenefs, that ever charaderized their 
nation, fupported the fight vigoroufly againft 
a very fuperiour force. The Regent ftrove, as 
far as he was able, to raife the fpirits of his 
troops ; but, knowing the danger of engaging, 
and fearing the infamy of appearing to retreat, 
~e was penetrated with the deepeft: affiiaion : 
all hi~t glory, acquired by fo many defperate 
enterpriles, was likely to be obfc:ured, and his 
magnificent projects were on the point of being 
reduced to nothing, by hi:i own impatience and 
rafhnefs. \Vhilfl: he was fighting more through 
defpair, than with any well-grounded hope of 
viaory, he difcovered a cloud of clufl:, which 
he· foon found to be raifcd by the fifteen thou-
fand Perfians, who had pafi't:d the river on the 
float: as foon as they reached the plaio, Nader 
led them to the attack with a furious joy, and 
fufiained the battle with fuch advantage, that 
the 'lurldjh army was thrown into di!Order 5 
and cadi fquadron, confulting their qwn fafety, 
fled at random· towards the city wheQce they 
had filllied. In this adion five thoufand 'I'urks 
\Vert fiain ; all their field-pice~ w~r~ feized, 

of; !1'!4 
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.A!.D.I713· and the Perfians took poffefiion of a town, called 
Nad. +'· Old Bagdad, with a ftrong bridge over the 
~ Tigris : the night was fpent by the conquerors in 

mirth and exultation, and on the next morning, 
the Regent amply rewarded the Jfgan.r, to w~ofe 
valour the fuccefS was chiefly owing, but fteinly 
reprimanded the Curdijh officers, whofC.detach~ 
ment had fo lhamefully left the field, This de­
feat of Mu.flafa Pojha was a fevere blow to the 
..rurks: in a fhort time after it they loft five ad~ 
jacent cities, which were ill defended, and the 
"Regent was enabled to pufh the fiege of Bagdad 
with CVeJY advantage imaginable. He invCfted 
the city on all fides, and enclofed it with round 
towers, built at equal diftances from each other, 
in which he ftationcd a company of men, who 
prevented the ganifon from making a fally ; he 
repaired the firft raft, and ordered others to be 
made, which were continually paffing and re~ 
paffing the river ·with ammunition and ftores•; 
belides which, a number of bar~s were, by his 
orders, launched in the 'Iigris, for the conve~ 
nience of tranfporting his men and artillery. 
His w·ant of large cannon put it out of his 
power to batter m breach ; nor had he a fuf­
:ficient ftore of fhells to fupport a regular bom­
bardment ; fo that he dropped all thoughts of 
fiorming the city, and determined to reduce it 
by a blodtade. In about two months the ~· 
rifon beg:ln to be diftrdfed for want of provi­
:fions; and foon after, a f.Lmine enfued, which 
drove the inhabitants to fuch an excefs of de­
fpair, that ruany of them threw themfelves over 
the ramparts ; and they, who outlived the fall, ' 
~ame in a fuppliaot manner to the Perfian camp, 
"'l!er~ ~er w~ re~ved with great libeqlity. 

from 



LIFE OF NADER SHAH. sr 
From this time to the beginning of July, the .l.D.•7H· 

governor of Bagdad amufed t,he Regent with Nad. •'· 
pretended negoti<~tions, fanutir>te.t e:prdfing a L-­

d.:,lire to Jurrendn the city, and fimdimn requt>fiing 
o mrmt!' .t delay to co'!fider rf it; till a fpy, who, 
uncler tbe difguife of a Pt',.fian, had approached 
near cno:1g1

t to the walls to throw a letter over 
them, gaye notice, that Ofinan Pallia was mak;nrr 
jfJr'ud ma,.cf•es to hh relief at tbe l•ead if a n•~ 
mtrouJ ari":J; on whirh Allfl•td broke all l.ii 
engagement~, and dc.:~.ucd, that he would de-
fend tl1c city to e~tu:..mi~y. Nader, having alfo 
rccci••o:J inturn.ation of Ojillc11's ~pptoach~ re-
fm, e<'l to give him Lattle •• md maH.htd againft 
hill" n.\ J1e ievemcenth ot July, leaving hvclve 
th~"•'• ..:~ .mn at BJgd.ul to continue the block-
aa, . 1 met the 1'urlcifh army in a plain, di-
vir ' , \ the Tigris, and immediately attacked 
tJ,, •I hn with undaunted courage : in a fhort 
tulle the aftion became general, and both fides 
fou~!tt wit.b intreyidit"y ; till the intenfe heat of 
the ti..n took away their ftrength and fpitits. 
In the midlt of the combat, Nader, who ih.u-cd 
the toil and d·mger of it wit.h the me.mcft of 
hi~ folcliers: hdd mortally wounded two 'li1•/a, 
who were faU..:!l under him ; but one of them, 
in the agony of de.1th, ftn,ck his hmfc in the 
bellv, who fell down with g1eat force, and cx­
pofCd the Regent to extreme petil : be foon 
recovered the fhock. and mounted another horfe, 
who was prefently :lhot under him, as he was 
galloping between the lines. He vaulted with 
agility on a third horfe ; but the intolerable heat, 
tlie vaft number of the enemies, who were f.Ud 
to fJ.lllittle :lhort of an hundred thoufJnd men, 
:md the imminent danger to which the Regent 
ll.ad been. twice e.xpofed, entirely dilhe.u·tened 

' E ~· his 
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.I.D.Im· his troops; and he, perceiving them inclined to 

.N:-~· ,give way, cominanded a retreat to be founded, 
= and fent orders for the twelve thoufand men, 

whom he had left before Bagdad, to raife the 
jiere, and to jfJIIow him with all J>Dflible e~pedition. 
Tlie Perfian<J, who were ftationed on the caftem 
fide of the Tigris, joined the main bod)r without 
much difficulty ; but thofe on the oppofite fide, 
feeing that Ahmed had drno(i}h!d the brid,?,t, and 
fot fire to th~> boats, were obbged to take another 
route, condutl:cd through fordh :md ,..ver moun­
tains by fame wandering Arabs, who are always 
glad to teftify their abhorrence of the ~urkijb 
nation. On this day two thoufand Petjiam were 
:J.lain, and more than twice that number of 
Cf' urks : O{t11an entered BagJad in triumph, and 
was confidered by the inhabitants as a guardiap. 
angel. . 

The Regent, onJy more animated by this dif­
grace, was turning all hi!> thoughts upon the 
means of retrieving hi" honour ; with which 
'iew he fummoned the governors of all his 
pwvinces, to meet him, at the head of their 
bcft troops, in a plain near Hamadan, whither 
be arrived on the feco.Qd of Auguft : here he 
reviewed his army, and, as if hb late defeat haJ 
been a ti~al vi8.ory, diftributed a large fum 
among hts foldiers, to each of whom he gave 
double the value of the .anns or horfes, whicl1 
they had loft in the battle of Bagdad. 

On the thirtieth of September he led his troops 
into the field, which were now confiderably 
Teinforced by the arrival of the Perfian govCJ.­
J}ours ; )le took the road of Carma11jhah, wbc1 c 
~g. that M.h(t;m~(d Pajha an<l other '!'~rkijh 

· c:om .. 
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commanders were waiting to oppofe his pa.ffage, A.D.•:-33• 
he advanced with incredible celerity, in hopes~ 
of fniJ~rifing them by night ; but, having met 
with unexpe8:ed delay~, he could not reach their 
camp till darbreak. His fudden appearance, 
at the head of a Jarg;e army, fo confounded the 
9:urh, that they Hed m diforder without ftriking 
a blow, and left their ammunition to the Per• 
fiaru, who, being wearied with their long march, 
repofed for feveral days in the plain. On the 
twenty-fecond of OCtober, the Regent advanced 
towards KercUk, and halted in a place, called 
Elmidaran : here he reviewed his anny, and 
exhibited a feigned battle with all the evolutions 
and operations of a real engagement. 

Ofman, in the mean time, having left Bagdad, 
\Vas encamped near Kerrftk : his tents were en­
dqfed w!th ftron~ intrenchments ; and he was 
fo elevated with his late fuccefs, that, on he<~.ring 
of Nader's approach, he di.fi::l.ained to meet him 
in per{on, and fent a fmall detachment againft 
him, commanded by one of hill officers. Thci~ 
were foon defeated, and fled promifcuoufly to· 
wards Erur(mz; which difafter, joined to the 
intelligence, continually brought, of Nader's. 
ftrcn~h, alanned the T"urkijb general, and Oc· 
termmed him to aft with greater caution ; fo 
that the Regent, having in vain attempted to 
draw him into the field, and having fent him 
a moil reproachful challenge without receidng 
an anfwer, returned to Bagdad ; where having 
eafily recovered his former ftations on the Tigris, 
he renewed the ftege with greater vigour tban 

· before : his troops were confiderably reinforced, 
and his camp abounded with provillons ; whilH: 
.dhmtd, whq) relying upon fJfozmls fupport, had· 

E 3 negle<ted 



5t THE HISTORY OF THE 

.I.D.•m· negleCted to prepare for a fecond liege, was 
Nad.+6· again reduced to a diftrefsful fituation. 
~~ 

The 'lurkijh commander in chief, hearing of 
Nader's return to Bagdad, detached againft him 
a body of twelve thoufand men, .under a 
Bafl1a named MqneJ!?; who, after a rapid march, 
pitched his tents ifi a valley, at a fmall diftance 
from a very cxten.five plain. Nader was ex .. 
tremely rejoiced at a profpeCl: of regaining his 
honour, and, having feleaed the Hower of his 
troops, advanced at their head by a road little 
frequented, and was clofe to the 7"urkijh camp 
early: in the morninff ; when, obferving the 
eneoiy to be in great diforder, he attacked them 
\\•ith uncommon violence, and drove them from 
their fiation. Mean while Ofman, fearing left 
M.tmejh :lhould gain the credit of the fecona vic· 
torv, led his whole army into the plain, jui as 
the" detachment of the Baiha had broken their 
r.w.ks, and were flying with precipitate fpeed. 
'J11e }Jerfi.ms purfued them with eagernefs, and 
penetrated into the heart of the Turkifh army, 
\\ bo were thunderftruck with a blow fo little ex~ 
pctl:ed. Ofman was featcd in a fplendid litter, 
hts age and infirmities rendering him incapable 
of much fatigue, and his principal officetS were 
receiving his orders, when the :Bight of Memejh 
ftruck terrour into his men : in a fhort time 
their conftemation was fo great, that he was 
perfuaded to mount his horle, and fave himfelf 
by a fwift retreat; bu4 the Regent having fcnt 
two bodies of Petjians round the mountains to 
intercept him, he found him.felf fuddenly at­
tacko.l in front, while the impetuous Nader har­
raH'ed him in the rear. His anxiety was foon at 
a11 end : a l:'c:riiao foldkr, who. diilinguill>ed 

him 
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him by the richnefs of his drcfs, thruft him A.D.•m· 
furiouD.y from his horfe, and, having iirft Nad. • 6

• 

fiabbed him to the heart, carried his head to the V'V""J., 
Regent on the point of a fpear. Ten thoufand 
Turks were flain, before the Perfians were dearly 
mafters of the .field : the camp and military 
ftores of the enemy were feized, and a number 
of 7"' urkijh officers were made prifoners, moft of 
whom· the Regent fet at liberty, and ditiniffed 
them with the head and corfe of Ofman, that 
they might be honourably interred by his rela-
tions. After this victory, the Perfians returned 
to Bagdad, with a full aifurance of a fuccefSful 
liege. 

On the fecond of Decem!Jer, .Ahmed fent a mef­
fenger to the Regent, with propofala of accom­
modation, for which his court had given him 
full powers : the chief articles of the propofed 
cOnvention were, that all the provincu, wbirb 
bad betn 'Wt'e.fied from the Perllans, during the 
troubles in 1723, jhould be rljlored to them; tb;d 
the limits -.f the two Empiru jhould be /i:red at tiM 
ancient boundaries ; and that all the Perlian pri· 
foners .fhr;uld he releafid; on condition that the &.. 
gent 'UKIUid raifi the .fiege of Bagdad, and with· 
draw his army from the '1'urki£b.frontiers. NtJd" 
accepted this offer ; the articles were ftgned ; 
and fent to Confiantinople to be ratified by the 

· Su1tan and his Vizir : .Ahmed, hayjn,s releafed. 
all the Per.fians, who had been taken m the bft: 
war, and having diftributed fome rich prefents 

·among the Regent's officers, difpatched a pe· 
rem,Ptory order to the Ballias of Georgia, .b­
mnua, ShiT'Vtzn, .&zarbigian, and lrak, to eva· 
cuate their prOvinces as foon as poffi.ble. After 
this important victory, Nader fpent fever;al w~s 

• E " JR 
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A".D.Im in vifi.ting the tomb of .Ali, and other Mahomedati 
Nad.46· faints, who were buried in the nei;hbourhood 
'-v"- of BagdOd • 

.f.D.17~4· At the ~nning of the zear the Regent 
!..ad. 47· marched to Shtraz, Where he patted three months, 

! 

and in April advanc&l to Ifpahan; where he was 
informed that the Princefs: married to .Rizakuli 
.Mirza, had been delivered of a fon juft: before 
]Jis arrival, whom they had named Shahrokh : on 
this occafion, as well as on account of his late 
vid.ories, the inlaabitants of lfpahan were enter­
tained with a fumptuous jubilee, and many weeks 
wen: fpent in pageants and rejoicings. 

In the month of :May, a Turkifh mefl'enger ar­
rived with a letter from the Grand Vizir, inform­
ing the Regent, that Sultan Mahmud could nat 
C&f!/id~r his cowt'ention with the gowrnour of Ba~~d 
ar d~finiti ... ·e; but that his Higbneft had ap}fmted 
Abdalla, tbe Jon of Kiupruli, llis plenipotentia? 
and commandrr in chief; that Abdalfa was rn 
Diarbecr with his army, where he waited for a 
Perfian minifter, that the article.r of peace might be 
ratified in form. This proceeding of the ViF 
v..a~ in compliance with the ancient maxim of 
the i"urks, which enjoins them to m4ke peace at 
tl•c head rif an army on the frontiers, that a cef­
fi't;on if hoflilities may feem 11n all of amdefienfion 
only on their fide; for that high-minded nation 
cannot furport the idea of leaving the field 
through necdlity. As the Othman court are 
ftrangero~~ to that delicacy of fentiment, which 
T:uropeans call the point of honwr, it is probable 
that Ahmed's treaty, how folemnly foever it 
wali figned, was no more than a pretext to in­
duce the Regent to decantp ; and that he had 

• ' privatelf 
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~ prifttely advifed the vizir to fend an ~y into A.D.m+o 
J&jopofamia: it is alfo very reafonable to con-~ 
jetture, that he had fecretly inftrutted the gover--
nours of Shiroan, and other difmembered pro-
vinces of Prr.fia, to delay the reftitution of their 
governments by all the arts they could devife. 
We muft confefs, that Nader was highly blame-
able in railing the fiege of BagdtJd, ana that, 
in the whole nes.otiatton be was fairly over­
reached bJ the abilities of Ahmed: it is reported, 
that he frequently ufed to acknowledge his er-
rour, and always e.xpreff'ed an high veneration for 
the talents of that able governour, who, bafBing 
the intrigues of his own court, and refifting the 
attacks of the Perfian, had kept himfclf in great 
me;afure independent of both. 

Though the Regent began to fufpetl: the fin­
cerity of the Porte, yet he was unwilling to drop 

' the negotiation ; and fent a plenipotentiary to 
Abdalla, giving him this alternative: eirher /fl 

ratify the com.'ention, made at Bagdad, or to mret 
him in the field~ and decide tbeir dijfirence by tJe 
kngtfi f'W()rd. In the mean time he left l;};.zhtm, 
and marched towards Ramadan, wbich he 
reached on the fourteenth of June; and, learn· 
ing that the Bafhas of Shiroan and Dorrhefl,.m 
were greatly anrfe to the convention. a;id had 
refufed to evacuate their cities, he advanced by 
forced marches to their provinces, and fpent the 
four next months in reducing tla.em to obedience, 
which he effell:ed with no great lofs, and with 
no variety of incidents : perceiving at length 
that.;lbdolla detained his ambalfador, and mea ned 
to amufe him with fpecious offers, he deter­
mined to renew the war with greater fpilit than 
ever. 
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.LV.m+o .Armenia was choien to be the fcene of lUs a. 
~ plaits ; and, having caufed a lar~ bridge to be 

r.p.fed over the .btU, a river, which has been reo 
' prefented by fomcrwrlters as too impetuous to 

fupport fuch a wDI'k •, he paJWi it at the head 
of his army, and eDCfUDped on the third of 
N01Jro1ber before the city of Ganja. A Balha, 
Ramcd Ali, who then goveJp.ed this city, an~ 
fwered his fummons with haughtinefs, and pro­
pared to make a refolute defence; he therefore 
defcrted the fuburbs, and retired to the Citadel, 
which was '\'"ery ftrongly fortified, and contained 
a numerous ganifon. Nader on the other fide 
refolvcd to make a regular fiege; and, having rid~ 
den around the walls, and examined their ftrength, 
gave orders for the works to be begun, w@.ch 
were carried on with uncommon expedition • 

• 

'\'hen the trenches were opened, the Peifiant 
battered the walls ; and the Regent, obferving a • 
vc:ry high mofque in the fubiJI'bs, which com~ 
manded great part of the city, and which .tiJi 
had negled:ed or forgotten to deftroy, placed 
fame L.rge cannon in it, which played for kveral 
days with no fmall fuccefs, but it was at lafi: de~ 
mol.iihed by the fire from the ramparts. The 
befiegers born barded the. city day and night, and 
brought to the ground moft of its mofques and 
other confpicuous buildings ; but, not fatiafied 
with this vehement attack, they had recourfe 
alfo to the more fecret, but not lefs formidable, 
expedient of fappin.:, and fpruag feveral mines 
"ith great effeCt, in one of which a fin Df the 

VII.O. 
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ew,,..., loll: his life togetherwith feven hundred J.D .• ,,.. 
Y'urks. Nacl•+7· ............ 

The Regent vifited the trenches every day to 
"'direa: and encourage his engineers ; and one 
morning, as he was looking over a breafrwork, 
without a fufficient regard to his fafe~, a cannon 
ball palfed by his face, and !lrnck olf the head of 
a. Petjian officer, who ftood fo near him that his 
robe was fprinkled with the blood: another day 
a fhell, fired frorD. a mortar in the city, fell into 
a pavilion, where he was fitti.a.g, and burfr clofe 
by his fide, but killed only one of his attend­
ants. 

During the liege, J.bdalla was advancing to- A.D.lns. 
wards Ganja ; and Ali. having not;ice of his ap- Nad. +1• 

proach, reiiJlved to perfift to (fXtremity ; which 
Nader alfo difcovering, fi:nt a ftrong detach-
ment, under an able commander, with fame 
battering cannon, and mortars, to inveft Ttjlis, 
the Capital of Gtorgia, hoping to atjlr.tl the ,,;nd 
of the 'Turkijh General hetwem tbe defenee of two 
import1111t cities : in the mean while he continued 
the fieg~ of Ganja, but was .grea~y impeded by 
the very heal'Y falls of fnow, which obftrua:ed 
his engineers, and hindered the effed. of his 
bombardment by ftifliog the e..~lofions of the 
fllells ; the walls alfo were fo thick and ftron~, 
that no praaicable breach had yet been made m 
them. 

At this time intelligence was received, that 
[/bats, prince of Khuezm, havin~ had the afi'u~ 
ranee to make an iacurfi.on mto Khorafan, 
had met with a very roug!l reception from the 

Petfllin 
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..I.D.tm· Perfian F.emour, and been forced to repafs the 
~ad·4'4·. Oxus With great lofs. 

Juft after the fellival of NuNn:, the Regent be­
gan to be impatient at the dilatory motions of 
.Abdalla ; and, haviag left one of his Generals to 
continue the liege, he depaned fromGanja about 
the middle of April. As he drew near tf !fiis, he 
heard that 'Iimur, the Governour of ran, was ho­
vering about the city \\tjth a numerous army : 
he therefore marched with great fpeed in hopes 
of intercepting him ; but could not prevent hill 
reiuforcing the gurrifon, and fupplyin~ them with 
plentiful fl:ores. Upon this difappomtment he 
advanced towards the city of Ctirs, where J.b. 
dal!a was encamped, and fUITOunded with ftrong 
intrenchments : here he }Vaited for fome time 
in hopes of enticing the 'furkijh ~neral into 
the field; but, finding him determined to avoid 
a battle, and not thinking it prudent to attack ' 
his camp, he led his troops to Erivan, and pre­
pared to befiege it, not doubting but that the 
da11ger o/ three principal cities would roufo Abdalla 
jrcnz fJis inafli'Vity. . 

Abdulla, miftaking this motion for a retreat, 
and imputing it to fear, ledfor.th his army, which 
confifted of feventy thodfand horfe, and fifty 
thoufand foot, indu,ding a large body of janil'~ 
faries: on the eighth of June he reached a fpacio'us 
plain near Erivan, called Bagha'IJlnd, where he 
encamped. In the eveoin~, "Nader appeared on 
the oppofite fide' of the plato with no more than 
fifteen thoufand men: he was employed till mid~ 
<flight in difpofing his forces to the heft advanta~, 
and in procuring information of his enennes' 
llrength. He llationed his troops on a ri!:!. 

~ c;ro ' 
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ground, and bade them prep!-fe for an aClioo A.<J.17H 

at ddc break • after which he retired to his tent Nad. +8· ' '...,_._ 
and ept for a few hours. Early in the morning 
he harangued th~ officers, reprefenting to them 
the danger to which they would be a.pofed, if 
they failed to exert their utmoft valour and Uga· 
city dn this occafiou ; he told them, that the 
Turks outnumb~red them eight to one, and that m­
thing but the moflundaunted cowage on their Juie 
could preflrve then!ftl't•ts from de/lruflion, and thtir 
country from ruin : yet he bade 'them be ajfured of 
'Viflory, if they would obey his orders andfo/Ww his 
example; for that he dreamed in the night, that 11 

furirms bea.ft hall rufoed into his tent, wbere, after 
a longflru.~le, he brought it to the ground andjltw 
it. " W1th thefe omens, therefore, faid he, of 
" fuccefs to your arms, and confufion to your 
~' enemies, advance intrepidly to the field; where 

, " you will fight under the prote&on df that 
" Power, who raifes his weak.eft fervants to 
" glory, and covers his proudcft oppofers with 
" difhonour ." He had fcarce ended, when .Ab­
dalla marched a~ainft him in full array, with a 
vati: train of artillery, and with a fuow of the 
moft determined fpirit; upon which he gave the 
word, and, defcendingfrom the eminenc-e, poured 
into the plain ·with great impetuofity : he at­
tacked in perfon the right wing of the 'Iurks, 
whilft one of his Generals ftrove to break their 
centre, and another made a defperate attempt 
againft their artillery-men, who foon abandoned 
their charge, and left their field-pieces, which 
Were converted to their own deftruttion. The 
altion was F-eral 9 the Pel}iam did inCredible 
.execution wtth their mufketry, whilft the 'Iur­
ki/h cavalry, galled with the fmartnefs of their 
~re, began to be thrown into diforder : the 
.. ' • • Regent 
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.1 »-ms· Regent fought in the thickdl ranks, animating 
Nad. of.l. his troops by h~ example, and watching every 
&..-~-'advantage that was offered : at lafi: a Per.fmn 

foldier, named· Rojlam, having met Jbdalla, 
whom he knew by fi&:~t, feized the reins of· his 
horfe, and dragged him forcibly to the ~und; 
where, having fevered his head from his .body, 
he brought it to Nader, who ordered it to be 
raifed on a fpear, and fhown to the enemy. The 
Turl:s, deftitute of a leader, and unable tore­
cover their ranks, fled confufedly to different 
parts, lea'lli.ng, fays the Perfian author, near 
half their army dead or wounded: the Governour 
of Van, who had retreated with his troops, was 
intercepted by a body- of .bmenian.r, who ikir~ 
mifhed with him, till a detachment of the Per~ 
fian anny came to their affiftance, and attacked 
him fo furioufiy, that near three thoufand of his 
men were killed, and the Balha himfelf efcapcd 
with great difficulty. Among the 'Turkijh officers,· 
who were flain in this engagement, was Mu.ftafa, 
Govern our of Diarhecr, a relation by marriage to 
the Sultan Mahmud ; the Regent fent his 6ead, 
together with that of Abdalla, to the cities of 
Eri'IJan and Cars, with a view of intimidating 
the ganifons with thofe bloody trophies of his 
'Pid:ory: he difpatched alfo a number of 'Furkijh 
prifoners to Ganja and Tejlis, in order to inform 
the inhabitants of this event: Nader in the mean 
time encamped in the plain of Bagbavend, where 
he diftributed the treafures of the enemy among 
his foldiers, and fhtnally rewarded thofe, who 
had dillinguiJhcll ihemfelves in the battle by 
their valour or addrefs. 

The Govemours of Ganja and 'i!flis, alanned 
~ the death of Abdalla, and the defeat of his 

c army, 
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anny, opened their gates to the Pe:fians it the..f.LJ.m.s· 
bc~inning of July ; but l:fuj/ein, the Balha of .N:!' ~s .• 
Erzvan, defired a refpit&of forty days to CGnfidcr -
of the fubje8:, and 'rimur, who had retrCated 
to Cars, uhOrted the cbmmander of tl1at city 
to make ao. obftinate defence. The 'Turkijh court, 
howev~, now thought ferioufiy of a peace, and 
gave .Ahmed full powers to renew the negotiations 
with the Regent : his overtures were accepted ; 
the cities of Car.t and Erivan wo-e furrendcred 
on the twenty~fecond of Sep_tmber • nnd all j.--
dur hDfiilities ceajed on botb fides ; but, as Nader 
had increafed his demands, a numbcr,of delays 
intezvened, and gave him leifure to regul~t~ the 
affairs of the prmince, which he :b. ad 1 ceo-. ercd : 
he fpent the three next months in reducing the 
favage nation, called Leczi's, who infefted the 
mountains of CaucajtlS: his fuccefs againft thefe 
bandilti was very rapid; but, as his battles 
u\th the mountameers have nothing in them 
either inftruftive or entertainin&', it will be more 
.agreeable to the reader to om1t them, and to 
Erepare him for other events of .a more ex:traor-
dioa.-y nature. 
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SECTION IV, 

'ihe fog• if Candahar. 

A.D.1 73,. THE following year prefents us with the 
Nad. +?· moft remarkable fcenc in the life of Nader· 
- , iu/i ; which was fucceeded by a feries of noble 

ad:ions, that might have added luftre to the moft 
fhining characters of antiquity. He had now 
reftored the kinw:Jom of Perfia to its former 
fplendour, he had extended its limits, and ex· 
pelled its invaders ; and was forming a defign of 
retiring to his caftle t~f Kelat, and of palling the 
remainder of his days in a fplendid retreat, when 
the dtath of the young k;ng Abbas gave a new 
tum to his thoughts, and awakened his natu. "3.1 
pa.ffions, the love of dominion, and the defire of 
conqueft. He fent immediate orders to the 
governours and principal men of every province, 
to attend a general diet, and to repair with 
all poffible hafte to the plains of Mo(an, which 
lie near the confluence of the riverS Cyrus and 
.Araxes, and which are equally famous for their 
vaft extent, and their agreeable fituation. At 
the fame time, he fent a great number of inge­
nious artifts and builders to the plains juft men­
tioned, in ordeM:o raife feveral tern porary palaces, · 
for the reception of the noblemen and com­
manders, whom he had fummoned. Thefe edi­
fices were very flight, but extremely elegant, 
and conftfted of pavilions, baths, temples, and 
apartments adorned in the richeft manner. Na­
<krkuli marched at tho ~ of his troops, who 

were 
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were now recovered from the fatigue of their J.D.''n'· 
late expedition againft the rebels of Daghejlan: ~!,!;, 
and on the twelfth of January he encamped m• 
Mogan, w.here he was joined by a confiderable 
numbs:r of the Perfian Nobles, and found near 
a hundred thoufand men affembled on the plains. 
When ~e council was formed, he opened to 
them the affair for which they were fununoned, 
and bade them proceed to the e1eilion of a King, 
advifing them at the fame ti.me, to chufe one 
whom they knew to he endowed with great and 
noble qualities. Mohammed M<lffilm, a man of 
an illuftrious rank in Shiraz, replied, that the 
P"jians would he ruled by no other fl'Vereign 
than their deli'Verer and proteflor, which afi"et--
tion was immediately confirmed by the concur-
rence of every voice in the aifembly. Nader-
kuli refufed the oJfer of the kingly name and 
'authority, protefting that he bad ne'Ver enter-
tlined the leafi hape.t of the regal diadem, and 
that he wa1 amply recompenfe,£ by the fatisfac· 
tio1z he recei"Ved from the happy deli"Verance of 
hi! country, and the reduflton of its enemies. 
Thefe aH'emblies continued a whole month, but 
were always broken off, with the fame offer of 
the crown on the one fide, and the fame refufal 
of it on the othet ; till, upon the preffi.ng entrea· 
ties of the nobles and the populace, Nadcrl.-uli 
confented to accept it, on condition that tl'q 
wrmld fotfake tbe fiB of Ali, and embrace that 
of Omar which he a.ff'ured them would be the 
only method to reftore the Perfi:m emp~ to its 
ancient tranqui11ity. They agreed to thts pro .. 
pofal and an edi8: was immediately proclaimed 
for ; general confonnity of religion. Upon 
.Nader's acceptance of th~ diad~,_ the whole 
;multitude feemed to teilify theu joy by the 

F. loudeft 
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A.,n ••• ,6, londdl: acclamations. The twenty-fixth of 
~., 1· ~ 9 • l<'cbruary was fixed for the day of the corona· 

tion, which was celebrated with all the mag­
nif..ccnce, that the riches of the Eafr could fupply, 
nnd th.1t the ferlilc in"t"cntions of the heft ar­
ti:"i·., could devife. 11tat day, the prayer/in the 
mol<.rucs were made in the name of the new 
IHl1DJJch; and coins of various forts we're ftruck 
'' ith :Jl his titles on the one ftde, and, on there· 
' t.-ie, with an Arabick infcription, implying that 
•;,.,),,• h.1.i &appmed, wa.r the be.ft *· The letters 
of: thi~ fl·t1tence are numeral, and, when added 
together, 111akc ele·ven hundred and forty-nille, the 
yt.ar of the M:thometan epoch in which Nader 
".ts rail.Cd to the throne of Perfi.a. 

A',, .':r Sbub bc(J"an his rei~ by allotting the 
cl.icf pr.1vinccs of' his Ernprre to proper go­
' ~ruors. He affigned the government of Kba­
r.:J.m to the prince Rizakuli, and that -of 
A:::.!rbi~iail to his brother Zoheireddoula: Herat 
WAs. io'trufted to Babakhan; Fars to Mohammed 
T.1ki of Shiraz, and Sbir11an to Mahadibeg, 
who on this occafion was honoured with the 
title of .a:1an. Tbcfe governors departed for 
tht.ir n:fpc..:1ive provinces, and all the Nobles, 
\\ ho attended the diet, were difmill'ed with the 
!1ighct1 marks d diftinction, and each of them 
"a~ p!'dCntcd, after the oriental manner, with ,\ 
Jiihn robe int~:rwoven with gold. 1he Turki1h 
J11inifier alJO received leave to d«:eart ; and 
.\b,!db:tl:.i, a noLlcman of diftingwfhcd rank 
.•uJ e!llinent qualities, was fent to the Porte in 
... omp,my with Abulca1fcm, the chief man of the 

St.e thefc coins in the Bodleian library. 
law, 



LIFE OF NADER SHAH. 

law, in order to infonn the Great Turk of Nader's A.D.1~~6'. 
elevation to the Perfian' throne; for which pur- .Nad. 49·, 
pofe an ambalfador was at the fame time def- _....... 
patched to the court of Rujfia. Nader Shah fent 
the Turk a. prefent of elephants and other cu­
riofities, with a letter containing the moft amica-
ble propofJls, and expreffing a defire to eftabli.ili. 
a. firm: and lafting peace between the two empires. 
In the fame letter,he gave an account oftne refor­
mation, which he had made in the religion of his 
fubjcc1:s, and propofcd the fo1lowiog terms to the 
TurkHh court; " that, as there were foW' ortho-
" do:x; fed:s in the religion of 1\Iahomed, the Per-
" fians fhould be confidercd as the fifth rea, 
" under the prote8:ion of Jaffer fan of M.otammed 
" Beer, who was related to the Prophet, and dif-
u tinguifued for his excellent qualities : that a. 
" fifth pillar fhould be ereB:ed in the mofque of 
" Mecca in honour of the new feB: : that the 

, " Pcrfian pilgrims fhould be conduCted to Mecca. 
" through part of Syria, and that the Porte 
" fuould fend a man of rank and power to defend 
" them from any infult : that the prifoners of 
" both nations fhould be fet at liberty, and that 
" there fhould be a free trade between the two 
" kingdoms: that the fovereigns of both empires 
" :lliould appoint able and faithful minifters, to 
" refide conftantly at their refpeaivc courts, in. 
"order to determine every important affair, and 
" to fix the peace between them upon the fureft 
" bafis.'' It fc.=ems difficult at firfl, to affign a 
:i-eafonable motive for the prop<!fal of the tlJree 
firll articles, but, on a nearer dew, we difcoyer 
the great fagacity and. forefight of .this e~traor~ 
clinary man ; he certamly had no mtcnttons of 
maintaining a Jlerpctual peace wi~h the TUI·:;;s, 
but he was not difpof.;J to engage m a war With 

F :z th.:m, 
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A.D.m6. them, while the ..A.Jgam were gatheringfirength in 
Nad. 4!1• Candahar, and while feveral revolts were break­
• -- 'ing out in different patts of the Empire, to the 

fuppreffion of which he furefaw a Turkilli war 
would be a gn~at obfi:acle. Be detennined, there­
fore, to amufc tl1cm and keep them in play, by 
propoling terms of rl'li'girm, to which he knew thofe 
iuperfiitinus zealots would never confent; while 
their refufal would at any time fupply him with 
a }ll.mfible pretence for declaring war, though 
his abolition of the fec1 of Ali had deprived them 
nf their ufual pretext for being the aggreifors. 
At this time, a complaint was brought againft 
Alimerdun governor of Endekhod, who had re~ 
fufed to fubmit to the royal mandate, and was 
preparing for a re\·olt: Nader Shah immediately 
fent a detachment to reduce him to obedience, 
and they marched toward the juft mentioned 
<liftria by the way of Badghis. , 

On the tenth of March, the fe:(lival of NurUz 
was celebrated "i.th all the fplendour imagina­
ble ; and feveral days were fpent in fhows, ban­
quets, and fcftivity. This was the time that 
N.ulcr Shah had fixed for his memorable expe­
dition againft Candahar; accordingly he made 
the fhit1cft enquiries concerning the ftrength of 
that City, and the nature of the country th1·ough 
which he mufl. pafs to it ; and, on the fourth of 
April, he J»arched towards Cazvin at the head 
of a numerous anny. Near Carachemen he was 
joined by Zobeireddoula with the troops of 
Azarbigian, whom he difpatched, in conjundion 
with tlie prince Nafralla, to deftroy a tribe (If 

y;•iJd barbarians, that inhabited the forefts and 
mountains, and were always 1'ipe for revolt. 
1'he two (.ommaaden were fo fuccefsful, that 

• they 
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they flew two thoufand favages, with no veryA;lJ.m6. 
confuierable lot8 on their fide, and fo expediti-, N"'1·""· 
ous, that they reached Cazvin as foon as the 
royal army. The Prince remained with his 
father, but Zoheireddou1a rerumed with hi,;; 
troops to Tauris, the Capital of his province,. 

While Nader Shah ~'as in CaZ\·in, he received 
the agreeable news of the conqueft of Bahr.:in, 
which had long been governed by an Arabian 
prince DiV~ed Gcblra, but was then attacked 
and taken by Mohammed Taki, governor of 
Farfifian. About thi& time a meJfenger anh-eJ 
from D;taver, chief of the tribe of T.:.imni, :::1. 

bold and treacherousrebtJ, who h.td oftt.n rcv.)lt­
cd, and as often been received into favour; bL1t 
at lafl:, having committed feveral aCb of violcnc..:. 
and bdng OYcrrowered by the ropl tn·~p~. J,c 
fled to the h.1bitation of fhe .t~ig:.m., by "hom 
h'e was receired with open am1s; he ocor!t:·:~.c-:d 
an' intimacy \\·ith ITtttli:in, prince of CmdJ.lw·, 
whp foon took oifcncr at Iti.., ar~og.mt beha­
viour, and drm·e him from the manl!on, whit h. 
had been allotted him. Thi~ reduced him to 
the ncceftitv ,,f ICndinr;- a fuppli.mt mciTtgt• w 
Nader Sbali, cntrc.ttitig foq;:ivtnd~ for his in­
faience and ingratitude, and promifing t\l .ltOne 
for Iris rafl111d~ ln·. the mofi pe1fect fubmi!lion. 
The prince Hizakit!i l1.1d a1rc.tdy intc1ct:dnl i!t 
fJ.\•our of all the rc\·olted tribes; hut tht' i-.in.;-, 
divided between his jufl: refentment, a;:~d hi~ 
de1ire to gratify his fou, g-tYe no anfwer at that 
time to the petition, but purfi.tcd l1is march tc­
wards Cw.dah.tr. In his w.1y he refoh·cd ln 
cha.ftife a more form.idJ.ble 1 cbd, n:tmcd .Aiimo­
rad whom the fuvaqe nation of the BJ.khtiaris. 
~ chofcn as their leader. Thcfc were a wild 

• }'•; f.tCf 
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.6.D.m6.race of mount*eers, that inhabited the rocks 
l\.aJ..~Q. and caverns in the very heart of Pedia, and 

• -
1 
always rcfufed to fubmit. to a fuperiour power. 
As they were very nun.erons, enured to war 
from their carlieft youth, ;md natura~ly forri­
fied by crarigY !Ilcun~::.·~ls, :'11J thick woods, 
they had often 3.1incd confiJe.1Li.! a.dv:mt::.gcs 
over the troops that wtrc i; nt :1~:1inft them ;, 
cfpccially, at the time wheu )':ar1er WJ.S engaged 
in l:'ying :fiege to Erivan. The total n:dut1ion 
of tht:m wa~ refervcd for N J.dcr in bi& regal 
charaCter, who fent fcveral troops to attack 
them on all fides, and, having left the care of 
the militaryftores to the prince NafrJ.lla, fct out 
on the fixth cf Auguft, and arrived on the f.'lme 
day at the habitation of the rebch. He imme­
diately fcnt a detachment to drive them from 
their retreat ; and Ll1c Bak.\ti:!ri~ after a :ff.ort 
fk.irmh'h. were put t0 ilight. The fugith-es toQk 
advantagC of the darkn.:tS of thr ni~ht, a:1d, 
ha,·ing pJ.ii'cd the river Lcirtik, dcm0hfucd th..,: 
li1idgc, and fled precipitately to the hmwft re~ 
ceffes of the caverns and mountains. In the 
morning Nader Shah reached the 1ivcr, and 
.finding the bridge deftroycd, orJercd it to be 
rebuilt with all po:ffible expedition. This wJs 
fame obftruc1ion to his rrogrcf~ j bnt at length 
he pafied the Leirrik, and encJmped on the 
fummit of a mountain; whence he defpatchcd 
his troops on all fides, to difcovcr the places 
where the favagcs had concealed thcmfclves. A 
confiderable number of them "'ere found in 
the dens and c:aves, and about three tl1oufand 
families were either taken prifoners or flain. 
It happened in the mean time, that Alimorac.l, 
who lay with a few companions in the cavity 
pi a rock1 was diftreifed. for want of water, 

and, 
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and, going in fearch of it, pafi'cd by the foot A.D •;;G. 
of the mounhin, on which the forces of Nadcr N~d . .;."­
Shah were encamped. He was difcovercd and ~ 
brought before the king, who condemned him 
to bt: b1inU..xl, and to lofc his right a m and 
llJ: in this mifcrable fituation he Ian.~ifhcd 
tw • hys. 2.t the end of which he expired. :G.1L 
N.1u:·1 S.ha~ f.towed morf' lenity to the other 
CJ1>tivocs, w!tom he fet.at liberty, and removed 
h.! a d.i~::!!.t ar..d more accdiiblc habitJ.tion : 
at 1 •il- !1.<.· i..,~ fp!:nt a whole rnontl1 in reducin,.,. 
•• 1... - • h 1 ° t,1· :JJ..,)r::;u.., I<'Cr', •e marc.H'<l ttlwarrl, t1:t• 

fiY.lrCG 'l "l ~ t 1 ;,, ·r:' ~r.,•.::rm~.i. fi>rc i.e w.:.., i•>ln. · l 
b 1 - ' ' • I '1 ~·· ) t.·:~·r ... ::::i'.-' .•. t.alU. !t<•'llCl.'u\o'J: .. ,t.lto-

W'l; 111• ••1, vl io1 :.c cr.tc·~J r•'1 t!1~ i.J!t!1 o! 
O<.""!.,•J •• ::c '!Jl.j [-;::n..; dt.L ;-l . 
in o• !~r t,J 1..., •y • .; hi~ ::.:--ny .1:~~-; :. .,,. 
. d t 1 J ••• : 1 • ~..,... ;. ,. • • 1 : ,..,. ) • an o <._,t.. .•.. t: , '·" ........ ~ ll• ! _, ""' .t~~.ot .. . 
( '" t' t ""·' c 1 - • • "J'' 11e \ ~ .t !l O. ;_~ :"; ~>.::>{';-, llC :.1~1 Cilt: •• [, ~ 

·warJ, l .. : .• ::!·~.:- ·1· (:<. \t,ly uf Jl·,;u''li · .! 
' I ' . . " I ' ' ' ' \\'1lUl ~~ <'r.:,lC•h .. ..t. ~ c -:..1~, ,..; t!":i'tlJC:! • ~ ;;_~ 

ga;e to t!!e c.:.·.: o:" P ::;"p:-m·.;,~ < .;. • .::d 
J...t out n:~on an • .- ." 1 · i:::1 ,\.,.lit " •• e .L'..fg ·<h 
of the tliliri..:1:~ b, r.: •• ·i11.~ c:1 C.o.. -

The Kin!! lefl Seifem on the tw~nt-·-fo-:.nth of.: 11 
}.muJ.I v, J.Ud, in fi:~teen JJY~, r~..at' ... ~i .1 cali.i.: ·'"·~- ;. 
ilclong;UJ to the .'.f:;1r:~, ~- h:• .. h b~ t.ou~: hy 
ftorm. He then fr.:nt t"0 dll ~cilnKn~ .. , 1::~d..:!." 
the command of able oficcrs. ~;ainft t ,\'() .,,1-
jJ.ccnt forts; :mJ on the cwdfth. of Fcbru.:.ry he 

fii d II . JJ, I ... , ' . " t' fJ C lC 11\ol'l' , lhC•I,. 1-•::' pt.Ul ~ (J • !IC 

other fide of the 1 i\·cr were n:lli.c~l J., • ..! b.m .. n ; 
as the prince of Can~bh.1r h:d fe~ tin~ it.l •• •Jl 
the forage on the herders of Jus tc;:rl~ory. ~Jus 
was a o-tc.lt Jii!rcfs to t'JC J.r:ny, ~nd oblJ~c .. l 
them trJt-ch.1.ngc t11dr route, till, in .1b0ut tw.:h·c 

• l•' !(. days, 
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• D. 1717, days, they pitched their tents on the banks of the 
Nad. so . .A.rghenddh. Hulfein, having received notice of 

.___- ~ their approach, refolved to make a defperate 
attempt, and to attack the Perfian camp at mid· 
night ; but he was unfuccefsful, and, having loft 
a great number of his men, retired in confufion 
to Candahar: The next day Nader Shah led his 
army over the rivtr Arghendab, which' at that 
time was vei"y rapid ; and marched with his 
artillery to a village about two leagues from 
the city, which he had marked for deftruc­
tion. Candahar :was fOrtified on one fide by a 
mountain, by the foot of which the Perfians 
marched with incredible order and re~arity, 
though they were expofed to the fire !Tom the 
ramparts. When Nader Shah had reached the 
eafterp. fide ot the city, he ordered the tents to 
be ~tched, and prepared to celebrate the annual 
fefti\'al of the tenth of March. When all the 
ceremonies were .ended, be defpatched a fela.-1. 
body of men to attack a neighbouring fort, 
from which he apprehended fome danger. Huf~ 
fein was foon informed of this defign, and fent 
hi.s principal officer Seidal, to obftrUtl: the pro~ 
grcfs of the Perfians. Seidal foon difcovered 
them upon an eminence, where they had ha1ted, 
and, believing themfdves in perfed fecurity, had 
pegletl:ed to fet a guard on the brow of the 
hill ; which the .Afgans perceiving, lay in am~ 
m1h on the plain below, and waited for a proper 
)pportunity to attack them. By a very for­
:unate circumfi:ance, a Perfian Jrifoner had 
ocaped from the city, and apprili NaJcr Shah 
lf Hulfein's projeCt, and Seidal's expedition; 
1pon which 'the King fet out in perfon, and over~ 
:oak the Mgans, who fled at his approach ; 
nany of them were !lain in their Bight, and 
· " ' tho(e 
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thofe who efcaped, retired with Seidal ta a very .J.o .• 131• 

fl:rong caftle, where thev found Mohammed, fon Nad. 5°· 
of Hu.ffein, with feveral other chiefs. Nader Shah 1.../"V"V 
returned to his camp, and gave a confiderable 
prefent to the prifoner above-mentioned, \vho 
had informed him of Seidal's excurfion. 

On the thirtieth of Marth, the royal tents 
were removed to a place more convenient for a 
defign which Nader had conceived, of building 
a large city adjacent to Candahar, and of reducing 
Hulfein to defpair by the length of the fiegc. 
Agreeably to this vaft project, a furprifing num· 
her of architeCts and mafons. were fummoncd 
from all quarters of the empire, who made fucU 
inconceivable expedition, that, in a few days, 
they had laid the foundations of fumptuous 
edifices, aqucduB:s, baths, mofques, fb.bles, mar­
kets, and houfes for the common inhabitants : 
~ey contrived to turn a fmall, but very deJ.r, 
river, called 'Torpuk, through the city; anJ fame 
were employed in .6nifhing the buildings in the 
moft elegant manner, whilft others were railing 
a noble Citadel, and the reft, eithct decorating 
the royal palace, or building the walls of the 
new city, which was named .. \raderabdd, or 'The 
manfion if Rader. 

In the mean time Afhrcf, an Mg:m chief of 
high rank, dcfcrtcd from the fen·ice of lluffein, 
and u-as favourJ.bly receh·ed by the Pcrfian 
monarch. A fhort time aftl':r, a troop of Af~ 
gans made an excurfion towards the rh·er AF~ 
ghendab, but were repulfcd with great lofs 1 

after this defeat they aCl:cd entirely upon the 
defenfive, and could not be induced to lcavl! 
their w:Uls, tho~gh Nader Shah had left the . . rt.m 
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..f.D.1m. plain open, in hopes of enticing them to o:1j've 
Nad. 5°· him battle. This made him clctermine to er..:. ofe 

. 'the city of Candahar on .1.ll fides \',ilh ftrong 
towers, at a confiderable diftance from each 
other: between thefe towers he ere&ed a num· 
her of batteries, which he was obliged to mul· 
tiply, on perceiving that fome Afgans had 
fallied from their gates at midnight ; but, by 
railing two more batteries between each of the 
large towers, he totally precluded them fl'Om 
the lea.fi: poffibility of paffing his lines. At 
the beginning of May he received intelligence, 
that his o£icers had taken the town of Scfa, and 
the caftle of Eajt, the former by fi:orm, and the 
latter by c.1pitulation; upon which he fcnt otlu..r 
co!!lmander!:l to guard thole place~, and reol!d 
thofe who had taken them. At the ciC~:c d' t~.e 
month tht:: King's women and the b:t;"L:' !2,\.!, 
whichhaJ bccnfcp.tratcdfrom the armyinbl.ft,\0/ 
arrived at NaderJ.bad. 'l11e <..~ale, to '·I~m 
Seidal had retired, W:lS at this ti~.c taJ.;;cn by a 
Perfian commander n1med hw:ll"lirdi, who 
feizcd the juft mentioned ~-\fg:m, with the otl:cr 
chiefs, and the fon of HuilCin, :mel fc11t them in 
chains to the royal camp. It h1s already been 
related in the prcccdir.g f.::Ctiom, that Scidal had 
tver been a promoter of violence and fedition; 
for which hi! was at tJ.i~ time puni!hcd with thi.! 
lof~o of his fic;ht : but the fon of H .. dlCin " .. s 
treated with every mark of kin.dncfs and lenity. 

While Nader Shah wac; endcavourino- to tire 
out the Prince of Candahar bv a tedio~s block~ 
ade, his fon Riza.L.W was eniarging the limits 
of his province, and purfuing a conde no 
lefs glorious than that of his father. lie had 
recovered Endekhod, and cha.ll.ifed its rebellious 

r governor 
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governor Alimerdan; he had defeated the nu- ~ -:: .• -n. 

merous armr of Abulhaffan, Pri11te of Bnlk", [\ a. 5"· 

whofe capita city he bad taken, and "hor<' trr- !--v--' 
ritorics he annexeq to the kingd::nn of 1\.t~i 1. 

He afterwards patfed the river O'l, u~ with t\\ ei\;: 
tboufand men, and put to flight fon y thoufand 
Tartars~ commanded by the Kin:;s of Bokf,ara 
nnd Khare:m; the latter of whnm fled bcfote 
the adion, while the former, having loft a great 
number of his men, rl!tired to a :llrong hold 
c,aled Kerjhi. While the Prince was preparing 
to ftorm this caftle, he received from his f\l.ther 
a magnificent prefent of gold, beautiful hOt fe'l, 
and rich veli:s, together with a letter rrpr' md:,,~ 
biJ 'L'JI~ur, but d.firin; binz t:J !._F,i .1:1 t c 
p;1'C,It fiom any finther i•~i.'ili!ies t/'!,,~1, f.' tie 
Ii nt of E~Ha1a. it is not e.,f;: to 3~,.cm··1t lor 
this check to the C.tleer of fo b:,nt' .. 5l•~,;,g 
J!l<m, unlefs we fuppofe th 1t 1:\.t,lr.:r >::~,Jh W..J.'> 

defirous of moderating tl1e povo·c·· c£ hi3 ion, 
whofe adior::.s might paffiblr l1av<! edip'-=tl t1i.; 
own ; or that l1e wi{hed lo r.:otcn e to~· J::n: .;.jf 
ff,f! conq'trfi of "fran(ox.l'! 'l.r•tary. wl~!ch the 
ancient kmgs of .f'er1ia were not ::.ble to mhJ:1e; 
in the courfe of a long aml metllOla!Jll! w~r. 
The Ptince, however, ob,.:ye.! hi'> con~.n.:rd, n1d 
rcp.dfed t!l..! Oxus, whjch LH.l hc ... n fi;.-c..:, .'?./~, ~ 
tiH: ,,,:.?: rf Lj,::J, for t!l~ Loul.Jdary of Lhe 
Pcriian empire. 

The block.alle of Cl11•1J.t.a .. had new l.li:J ten .4.X'.l~~•· 
months; but the A'fg::m'i, rc-l)in,; uron th: ph .11 y .,...,. •. s•· 
of their provifions, which they had. b.·cn ccllC\.C't· 
inO" for ievcral years, and, dccl'iyctl by the "P" 
p.l~ent :Ctrengtb of tht:ir fituation, h.1<l r.ut m­
tcrtaincd the Jc:::dt thougl1ts ot ;unfnJ.:rin·~ th :r 
City. Their obtlinacy compelled the Kit:g ta 

h.r; e 
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.A.D.173t. have recourfe to more ,·iolent mcafures; and he 
Nad. ~'· made preparations for a general a.fi3.ult upon the 

...__ __, citadel. In a 1hort time the Perfians took fix-
teen towers, two ot which were built of :li:onc, 
and fituated UJ.X>D a cragm' mountain, which 
commanded a vtew of the whole town. The af­
fa.ilants, by the King's order, carried their mortars 
and cannons of a vaft fize over this mOuntain, 
and planted them upon thefummit of it. On the 
next morning they began to bombard the citadel, 
and filled the garrifon with the-utmoil confter­
nation; but a body of Per.fians, attempting too 
ba:li:ily to mount a breach, were repulfed by the 
Afgans, and two hundred of them were either 
kilfed or wounded. The tenth of March was 
celebrated \\ ith the ufual folemnities ; and on 
the twelfth, four thoufand Perllans were ordered 
to lie concealed in diflt:rent pa.1:ts of the moun­
tain, and to wait for a proper opportunity of 
fcaling the wa11!.. The next day a tower, calldl 
Dehdeh, was taken by a company ..of Bakhtiari's, 
who were enlifted in the fcrvicc of N adcr Shah. 
Thefe intrepid barbarians pafi"ed on, in defiance 

•of the Afgans, and planted the Perfian enfigns 
on fom other forts ; which opened a way for 
the foldiers who Jay hid on the mountain, and 
who, by the help of fcaling-ladders, forced in a 
1hort time the gates of the citadel ; whence they 
poured like a torrent through the city, and de­
llroyed all that oppofed them. Huffein had 
fcarce time to fly with 3. few Mgans, and fome 
of his women, to a fortrefs· fituatcd on an emi .. 
nence in the northern part of the ~: Nader 
Shah p<Hnted his artillery againft this forll-e!S, 
and had actually begun to ftorm it, when Huf.. 
fdn, finding. himfelf reduced to the laft extie­
mity, feut bis 1itler Zeineb, a princefs of ex• 

• , ,eUcnt 
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ceDent virtue, to inlplore the clemency of the A.D.mt. 
conqueror. Nader received her with kinduefs, N:zd. 51· 
and promifed to accept the fubmiffion of her L-­
brother. The next day, Huffein and his family, 
together with the Afgan commanders. who had 
efcaped tlie violence of the ftorm, proilrated 
themfelves before the throne of Nader Shah, 
who gave them their lives, and fent Huffein 
with his fon Mohammed, and all his rdations, 
to the provin~e of Mazenderan, where he allotted 
them a fettlemenf. He divided all the plunder 
of the city among his foldiers, and havin~ or-
dered the citadel of Candahar to· be demolithed, 
he appointed Nadcrabad the Capital of the pro-
vince, and gave the government of it td .Abdal-
gnni, a nobleman, who had once been fufpetl"ed 
of difaffettion, but had fince been refiored to 
favour. He rewarded Afhref, who had left 
Hufi'ein, during the fiege, with the government 
of a'caftle, and made him chief of a tribe named 
'.fou!ti : he feletl:ed a company of frout young ' 
Afgans for the reinforcement of his army, and 
~,·c the reR: an habitation in the diftric1s ad-
Jacent to Nilhapour. This colony paff'cd the Ar­
ghcndab nn the third of April, and were con-
duCted to their new fcttlemcnt in K.hora.Un. 

On the twenty-fe\·cnth of the f.une month, the 
King's amhaiflllors to the Porte arrived at Na­
t!crabad. They had been received with great 
refped: by the Othman court, who had fent 
with them an ambatfador, and two doll:ors of 
the Turkifu law, with a congratulatory letter to 
Nader Shah upon his elevation to the throne, in 
wllich he. wis defired to difpenfe with the two 
articles propofcd by him, COHCtrring the fifth 
fillar ill the tm!Jlc of llfccca, and tlie 1114rch of 

tbr 
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Ap.171& ih~ Prr.fian pilgriw through Syria. They affured 
~ad. <:•· him, " that the firft would be a dangerous 

" innovation, and that the fecond would be at· 
" tended with infinite trouble ; but that if he 
" would fuffer the pilgrims to take the route of 
~' /rtJk, the inhabitants of Bagdad fhould make 
" the roads commodious for their progrefs, and 
" ihould provide every thing neceffa.rY for their 
" fecuritv and convenience." The Great Turk's 
Jetter was accompanied with a prefent of va· 
luable rarities, and, among the reft, of fame :line 
Arabian horles with trappings of gold. Nader 
fhowed aU ima~able marks of diftinaion 
to the Turkifh mmifte.rs, and prefented each of 
them with an ermine robe, and a beautiful horfc 
richly caparifoned. He di1Courfed '"ith them 
publicldy upon the two articles in quefiion, and 
told them he hoped to Jre-t.·ail •uJith their court 
to ctmjent to the rati/icatum of them: in order to 
p:rcfs this point, he named an able mi&ifter 
his ambaifador to the Porte, who departed on 
tbe 11intb of 11f•y, in company with the three 
Turks above-n1entioned. 

SECTION 
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SECT I 0 N V. 

7"he expedition into India. 

A S'foon as Nader had determined to extir-A.D.tnf. 
pate the whole race of the Mgans, be Nad. 51· 

fent an ambaffador to the Indian court, with '-"Y--1 
an earneft requeft to the Great Mo~l Moham-
med, that he wr;u/d pre-vent tbe fugitives of that 
nation from finding a retreat in his dominion!. 
The Mogul rccCJv.ed the Perfian ambaffador 
with every mark of refped, and difmilfed him 
with a promife, tbat he would tlOt fail to in· 
tercept the jligl·t of the .Afgan rebels, and that 
be w1uld, fo,. tbat pzupcfl, ft1ld frejh fupj>l;t:s to 
the g(j<IJe~nors of tbe prO'Vinces bordr:ring rm Pc:rjia. 
Some orne after, a Pcrfian nobleman was 
fent upon an embalfy to Inclia, in order to re-
new the fame requei~ ; and he returned "ith 
a repetition of the fame llromife : but, during 
the liege of Candahar, a great number of Afgans 
ilcd towards Cabul and C01zna, without any 
obfrruaion from the InUi.L."ls <lf thofe provinces. 
A detachment of Pcrfians was order.:d to purfue 
them, but they m:u:l.e no very confiderable 
fl:mgbter, as they had been ftria:ly forbidden to 
pafs the frontiers of the Indian empire, and 
enjoined to do no injury to the fubjed:s of the 
Mogul. In the mean time the .Afgans were 
flying by troops to the provinces juft mentioned ; 
and it was foon difcovered, that no fie; had bem 
ta1·e" by tbe Indian monarch tO'irHzrds tnlurepting 
them;, their progrr:fi. Nader Shah was highly 
irritated, to find his great defigns baffled by 

the 
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..r D., 7;s. the indolence of a perfidious ally, who, with~ 
l><Jd. S1• out any regard to a repeated promife, had al­
"---v-..1 lowed a fate harbour to the mofl danga-ous 

enemies of the Perfian Empire. He had the 
moderation, however, to fupprefs or di:lfemble 
Ills rcfentment, and to fend a third ambairador 
to the Great Mogul, who arrived at Dehli on 
tbe Jecond of May in the preceding year, where 
he had ftrid orders to fray only fOrty days : but 
the Indian minifters made no reply to his re­
monftrances, and conftantly duded his endea~ 
vours to be difmiffed with a fa.tisfaaory anfwer. 
A whole year had now elapfed fince the depar­
ture of this ambafiador; aild Nader Shah, pro­
voked beyond expreffion at this dday, fent a 
po.fitive command to him to return immediate!;•, 
either with the MD£ufs anfwer, or without it: 
we can a.ffign no other reafon for Nader's expe­
dition into India, than the infult he had received 
from the fovereign and mioiil:crs af that empirC ; 
and probably he had no intention at :lirft to 
advance as far as Dehli. His great objeCt was 
to reduce the Mgans to an entire fubjeffion, 
which could never be cffetl.ed, while they were 
permitted to lie concealed in India, whence at 
any time they might ru1h in fwarms upon the 
borders of his dominion. Accordingly, at the 
beginning of May, he pafi"~.--d a ri'IJU!et called 
Mekbor, which was the common boundary of 
the Perfian and Indian empires, and ma.rch­
cd towards Gazna, the Capital of Zab/efian. 
The governor and chief men of the city, 
finding themfelves unab1e to oppofe him, gave 
him an immediate admiffion within their walls, 
and, aftet' the Afiatick manner, accompanied 
their offers of fervice with many valuable pre­
fent'i. A few days after this, Nader Shah ad-

3 vanc:ed 
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advanced towards Cabu}t and, in the ~out'f'e .d'.D.173I• 

of his march, deftroyed a confiderabie numbet :~· !:;. 
of Afgans, who lurked in the mountains ; but 41 

feled:ed thofe, who had either youth or vigour, 
and enlifted them in his ca va1ry : in thefe vic-
tories he received no little affiftance from the 
valout· of his fun Nafralla, who made an excur-
:fion iri the diftrifu of Bamian and Gorbend, 
and returned with a great increafe of glory. 
Upon NaderShah"s approach, the principal inha-
bital).ts of Cabul came in a body, and offered to 
give him a reception in their city fuitable to his 
dignity : but they had made this offer without 
the content of the governor and the commander 
of the cjty, wbo refwed. to admit the Perfi:m 
army, and were preparinp.- to fufl:ain a 1icge. 
When the Pcrfians, therefore, beg.:n to pitch 
their tents near the wJ.lls, t!le g::.rri.fun fallied 
out and attacked them with fufy ; but they 
Yfere repulfed with great lofs, and Caved them~ 
felvcs by a precipitate retreat. Nader Shah vo-as 
foon informed of their infolence, and ordered 
fome pieces of artillery to be planted againft the 
citadel : the Indians made a bold refiftance 
againft a centinued fire of fevcral days, but were 
forced at laft to furrender at difcretion. 

The Perftan army lay encamped in the plains of 
Cabul till the middle of June ; in which interval 
Nader Shah fcnt an e:s:poftulatory letter to the 
Mogul, containing a fuuinfl narratiw of the 
alfnnt he had rcw''IJed, of his refolution to 
'hajli.ft the infolmce of the .Afgans, and of tbe 
ob.jlruflion mtzde to his progrifi. hy the inha .. 
bttants of Cahul ; he declared, tbat he bad 
jlrifl7 inhibited the leajl act of 'IJiolmce frnn 
his jo/4/trs, and tb~Jt be d!fired n#bing fo mtl&h 

G iU 
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J . .V.ml. as the continuance P/_ their t1Ultllal fritndjhlf', 
N d. 51· This letter was intmfted to an envov who fet 
a.-..-.J ~' out for Dehli attended by feveral chiefs of Ca-

bul, who were enjoined to confinn the truth of 
his aJI'ertions : but, when they reached Gela· 
lahad, the governor of that place put the Ptr· 
fian enwy to death, and compelled the cbiifs of 
Cabul to return. Nader Shah could no Ion~ 
brook fuch a fucceflion of injuries, but marched 
with great rapidity towards Gelalabad, and, on 
the twenty--eighth of July, encamped at Kendt­
mac, a place remarkable for the ierenity of its 
air, and the beauties of its fituation. From 
this place he detached a body of Pcrfians againft 
(',elalabad, who entered the city without oppo­
lition· on the tenth of Aug:u.ft : but the governor 
ltlir Abbas, confcious of "his crime, and fearing 
the punillunent due to it, retreated to a fortrefs 
fituated on a mountain of very difficult accefs. 
The Pcrfi:ws attacked his intrenchments, and 
took the fort by affault: Mir ADbas was killed, 
together with the Indians that attended him, 
2nd his family were fent in chains to the royal 
c:.a.mp. 

On tbe twenty-ninth of September, the 
ptince Hizakuli, who had been fummoned from 
his province, arrived at Gelalabad, and was re­
ceived by his father with every mark of atreaion 
and aP.Piaufe. Nader Shah fpent feveral days 
in revtcwin"' the prince's army, and having 
imparted to him his delign of penetrating into 
the lreart of the Indian empire, appointed him 
P..egent of Per.fto, with the fnlt power, during 
his abfence, of raifinS or depofing governors, 
and of ailing as he tudged heft for the fafet)"· 
and ~ignity of tiH: kingdom. The prince. was 

'3 . per-
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permitted to wear a diadem, with the plume .l.D·173S. 

of feathers on the right fide, after the regal man- .N~. !':.., 
ner, and on the eighth of OOober he returned ~ 
with great pomp to the feat of his regency. 
A few days after~ the Perlian anny marched to 
the eafi: of GeWabad, and halted in the ftation 
of Rikilb, where Nader Shah received intclti-
gence of a formidable army, that was pre-
paring to oppofe him. Naffirkhan, governor of 
Cabul, had affembled a confiderable body of 
Mgans and Indians, antl was refolved to dif-
pute with the Perfian invaders the paffage of 
Peijhor, which was alfo defended by a firong 
cafi:le. Upon this information, Nader left the 
artillery with the prince Nafi·alla, and advanced 
with great celerity towards Pei!bor ; the next 
day, after a rapid march, he reached the army 
of Nalfer, who were fo amazed at the incredible 
Cafre of the Perfians,. that their courage and 
rcfolution wholly forfook them : their r.mks 
were broken in an inftant, and thofe only efcaped 
the fwotd, who had recourfe to a precipitate 
flight. Naffer, and fevcral Indian chiefs, were 
taken prifoners ; and their camp was entirely 
pillaged : the captives were kept under a clofe 
confinement, and the plunder was diftributcd 
to the Pcrfian foldicrs. After this viCtory the 
fortrefg of Peifhor was eafily taken, and the 
King frayed feveral days in the adjacent plain'!, 
in order to refre{h his troops, and to wait for 
the anival of the prince Nafralla. 

In this interval, Nader Shah received a piece 
of news, which gave him the higheft affi.ic1i'1n. 
His brother Zoheireddoula bad undertaken to 
cbaftife a tribe of Leczies, that warlike and 
mutinous race of banditti, who inhabited the 

' (; :1: moun~ 
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A.D.rnt. mountains and deferts, 'and lived in a perpetua.l 
.Na_::!'', defiance of any fuperiour power. He was at fir£\ 

extremely fuccdSful, and, havin~ gained fame 
fignal advantages over the Lcczres, and fct fire 
to their tents, began to entertain hope,; of ex~ 
tirpating the whole tribe: but thofe bold free~ 
boaters, who had been taught, by a long' courfc 
of rapine, to pra&ife every art of deceit, had 
recourfe to a ftratagero, which proved the n1in. 
of the Perfian troops, and occ:t.fioned the death 
of their commander. They appeared in ord.:r 
of battle, at fame diftance from the Perfians, 
:and, having enticed them. to advance very far 
in the forett, th~ pretended to fly with every 
appearance of difmay and ceufufion ; but, 
in:flcad of flying onward, they returned on 
each fide through na1TOW paffes of tha: 
mountains, whence they poured down upon the 
Perfians, who were eagsr in their pm{uit. II:. 
this encounter, Zohcircddoula was killed by a 
mufket.fhot, and his troops were entirely de­
feated. There was nothing more t·cmarkable i11 
the life of this prince, than the continual feries 
of misfortunes in which it was involved. He 
feems to have had no iliarc of that ent?Yrifing 
genius, whicll fo highly diftiuguiJhcd hiS bro­
ther, and to have been guided by a ibr direCtly 
oppotite to that, which attended Nader in his 
moft daring attempts. He was rafh and in· 
confiderate in hi:. projefis, but WJ.nted neither 
vigour nor intrepidity m the execution of them. 

Nader Shah had no time at prefent for fruit .. 
Iefs grief, and, havin.; appointed a governor of 
Azarbigian in the place of his brother, a:ad fent 
troops to avenge his death, he led his mny 
towanla the province of Lahor, aild condull:ed 

• ' them 
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them fafely fXJtr the fi'1Je branches of the ri'Ver A.D.tnl. 
Indus, which at that feafon were I'woln with~ 
the rains, and flowed with the moil: rapid cur .. 
rent. A numerous army was a1fembled. on the 
oppofite banks, under the command of Zekaria, 
governor of Labor : but whether they were 
alarmed ;.t the fwift progrefs and formidable 
appearance of the Perftans, or confounded at 
their furprifing paffage over the Indu<J, they 
retreated with a mixture of terronr and afto­
ni1hment. As Nader Shah continued to advance 
towards the city of Labor, 'I ckaria fcnt an 
oflicer of rank, with a conflderable prefent, to 
implore his clemency, and to promife the fi:riB:eft 
fubmiffion. This meffenger had a favourable 
reception, and 7.ekari~ having received many 
marks of difl:inc1ion, was confirmed in his go­
\lernment of Lahar. At the fame time Naffer 
was admitted into favour, and returned, by the 
pbmiffion of his conqueror, to the capital of 
his province. 

In the mean while, the Gl'e4t 1\logul was pre· A.LI.rm. 
paring to obftruc1: the progrcfs of thefc vitro- N.ul. s•· 
rious invaders ; h:! h:td marched twenty·five 
leagues fi om the metropolis of his empire, and 
lay encamped on the plain of Karnal, with an 
army of thirty thouiJ.nd Indians, and two thou· 
fand anned elephants : the rcft of his very nu-
meroas forces were mdking all poffible hafte to 
join him, and were conunJ.nded by the mo~ 
dluftrious princes of India. It was not long 
before Nader'~ cmiff.uies g.n·e him a full account 
of Mohammed's fituation; upon which he left 
Lahar, and arrived at Serhind on the eighth of 
January, whence he defpatched fix thoufand 
Per14ns to examine the Indian camp, wl:Ule he 

• G. 3 marches! 



'fnx HISTORY OF TH.! . 
.f.D.1139• marched towa,rds it with the refi: of his anny, 
Iliad.. s•· On the tenth he reached Amhala~ about thirty 
· - 'miles from Karnal ; and, in the fame night, the 

detachment fell upon_ the Mogul's camp, and, 
having fbin or taken prifoners a great number 
of the guards, retreated to ~zimabad, where 
they were joined 011 the fourteenth .by the 
royal forces. Nader was informed by the In" 
dian prifoners, that the plain of KarntJ was d~ 
fended on the eaftern and w:ejlcrn fides by a broad 
ri'l.·er, and a 'Very tbick forejl, that the intrench~ 
mcnts of ll!obammcd "U'ere guarded /Jy three htmdred 
pieces of artU/ery, and that he was waiting for 
tbe 'lJafi armiu of the Vizir, his commander in 
chief. and his other minifiers. The next morn­
ing the Perfians continued their march; and 
pitched their tents fix miles from the Mogul's 
camp; towards which Nader made an e.xcur­
fion, and returned after an exaa furvey of jt. 
He then advanced to the eaft of Kamal, and, 
arriving at a large plain about a league from the 
Indians, he encamped in a very advantageous 
:fituation. In the evening he had intdli~ce, 
that S.1idet, an Indian prince of vr:ry high 
rank, was haftening to join Mohammed with 
thirty thoufand men. It was too late to inter­
cept this reinforcement, which re-Jched Karnal 
at midnight : but a troop of Perfla.Ds, who had 
been fent for that purpofe, attacked the rear of 
the Indians, and plun•lered the baggage of Saa. 
det. This lofs exafperated that imprudent Ge­
neral to the higheft degree, and drove him to 
the fatal refolution of advancing the next day 
a§:-infl Nader Shah, without confidering thr 
tfifad•r.-antagr of atling o.lfenfively againft an 
11J'l'l:tding enemy, wb. might otherwife have 
!.'If rt41f"4 ttl gr;eat tJ!IfflT!ities in a count" 
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fo little hwwn ta him, or comptUed 11 fig!Jt A.D.zm. 
~n wry unequal termJ : but Mohammed Nad. P· 
and the Indian princes, who had been foftened ' - -
by a life of luxury and indolence, deceived by 
the vafi: number of their forces, and wholly 
void of ca::perience in military affairs, deter· 
mined. to venture on a battle, and haftened to 
the fupport of Saadet, 'with a vain confidence 
of vidory. They were foon jojned by lt'lvm-
douran, commander in chief, Nezamtlmrilc, plince 
of Decan, Kamreddin, the Grand Yizir, and 
many otha able generalJI., at the head of very· 
numerous arrnie~. divided into three bodi~, 
which extended to an amazing length on the field 
of battle. Nader Shah was fo f.ir ftom bein,g 
di!heutened at the fight of thi~ formidable ar­
mament, that be is f.iid to have been animated 
beyond his ufual degree of courage : ~c knew,. 
that an army of foft ar:.d enervated lnd1ans were 
1ittle''able to oppofe the hardy troops, whom 
.be had trained to arms by the ruoft excellent 
c.l.ifcipline, and allured to entiage \\ith more ar-
dour than ever~ by the hope, of Iharing the fpoi1s 
of fo rich a kiagdom ; l1e pet cch•ed the folly of 
his advetfaries, in bringing to the field fuch en­
ormous pil'Ces of ordnance, which they were un-
able to conduct with Jkill, and in depending 
upon the number of their clepL.mts, whicn 
could not fail to dill.n:iS and im11cde them in 
a general aCtion. 

Thefe confidcrations g:lVe ,him fuch an afi"u­
rance of fucccf~, _that he oHkrcd Nafralla to 
fray behind with the grc.1tcfr p.rrt of the artil­
lery, and nllhcd with a ·wild impctuo!ity upon 
the lndiw~. The fhock w.ts cqll.tlly vioh·nt 
on both fiJ.cs, but· the two armic9 were wn-

• • C -t puaed 
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4.D.t739.duaed with a very difft.rent fpirit; for while the 
N~. s:a. Per.fians were able, with very little impediment, 

•· -__,to feize ~ery advantage that rrefented itfelf, 
their enemies were quickly thrown into confu .. 
lion, and woulJ have made but a fhort refilbnce,' 
if fo unwieldy a body could even have retreated 
with fpeed. After a fcene of havock and diforder 
for .five hours, the prince Saidet, who had been 
the firfl to take the field, was the :firft to leave 
it ; and his troops by their fudden :flight 
imparted a general te1 rour to Mohammed, and 
his miniilers, who retired in hafte to their camp 
at Kamal, and depended for their fafety on the 
ftrength of their intrenchments. The 1 out of 
the Indian anny foon became univerfJl ; the two 
nephews of Saa.det, who were mounted upon the 
fame elephant, were taken prifoners ; Khandou· 
r.m received a wound, of which he died the 
next day ; and ten princes of eminent rank. 
with an hundred nobles anr.l officers of diftinCl:ion, 
and thirty thouf.md of their foldiers were fbi.n 
in the aaion: a great number of Indians were 
made captives, and all their elephants, horfcs, 
and inftruments of war fell into the hands of 
the conquerors. 

After this viCtory, Nader Shah advanced ta 
the camp of Mohammed, which he found 
fo ftrongly fortified, that he could not at· 
tack it with advantage, but thought it more 
prudent to enclofe it on all fides, and to diftrefs 
the Indians, who were almoft deftitute of pro· 
vifions, by a continual blockade: on the third day 
aftcr this, the minifters of Mohammcrl, finding 
it impoffible eithtr to exift in that confinement 
or to efcape fro:n it, prevailed with him to pre­
-'"'~ his Pfe 1\t the e.xpence of his kingdom, and, 
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by refigning his diadem, to calm the refentment .I.D.r13,. 
of the conqueror. The great Mogul perceived :;:-.;·. 
the neceffity of this expedientJ and left his in· 
trcnchments, attended only by the prince of 
Decan, the grand vizir, and his other nobles. 
Whtn N.:der Shah was informed of his approach 
in this- fubmiffive manner, he fent the prince 
Nafralla to meet him, and himfelf received him 
at the door of his tent, where he tfiOk him by 
the htmd with great mildnafs, and placed him hy 
his Juie en tbe throne. Mohammed refigned his 
crown in form, and was treated, on that day and 
the next, as a gueft in the Perftan camp, where 
he received ~-cry demonfiration of refped. On 
the firft of February, Nader Shah advan(ed to-
wards Dehli ; and on the feventh, he encamped 
in the gardens of Shalehmah; where Mohammed 
obtained leave to enter the city, in order to pre-
Ptre his palace for the reception of his van-
quiiher. Nader followed him on the ninth l and 
was condutl:ed to a magnificent edifice, built by 
the Mogul Sbahgehan, which, upon this occa-
fion, was decorated with every ornament, that 
the trcafury of Mohammed could fupply. That 
unfortunate monarch, finding himfelf reduced 
to the condition of a priv•te nobleman, pre-
rarcd to attend his conqueror with the lowell 
marks of fubmiffion: hut Nader Shah iOon raifed 
him from the ftate of dcjC<"1ion into which he 
was funk, by dedarin~ tbat he u•ould reinflate 
him on the throne fJj hu ancejlcrs, and ·that b 
would repair the late breach in t!,eir friend}hifJ~ 
hy 11tllintai11inu a perprtua/ alliance ou;ith the 
Indian empire,o3 m;d Py gi'Ving him a jure jupport 
upn t'VtTJ e.o:igence : but tbat he would flay 
fome time at Dehli, to r~frejh bis army after 
their /qng e:~pd#i~n, The ldogul was fo pene-

• • trated 



Tn< HISTORY ov THE 

.i.D.rm. trated with this unexpefled aCt of generofity, 
.Na.d.::.·, that he expretfed his sratitude in the ftrongeil 

manner, and having ftripped his treafury of the 
moft valuable jewels and curio.fities that were 
repofited in it, he brought them as a prefent to 
Nader Shah. Thefe treatures confifted of rich 
vafcs adorned with gems, vaft heaps of gold and 
filver in coin and ingots, with a great variety of 
fumptuous furniture, thrones, and diadems : 
among the reft was the famous throne in the 
form of a peacock, in which the pearls and pre~ 
cious ftoncs were difpofed in fuch a manner as to 
imitate the colours of that beautiful bird, and 
which was faid to be worth two millions and a 
half fterling. The princes and minifters of the 
Indian court followed the example of their king, 
and vied with each other in making prefents to 
Nader Shah, who received in this manner about 
nine millim three hundred and feventy-ji'Ve thoufand 
pounds, exclufive of the jewels, gold, and Va­
luable pieces of furniture, which muft have 
amounted to more than double that fum. 

On the thirteenth of March, when all affairs 
feemed to be calm and peaceful, a very unfor~ 
tunate event had almoft caufcd a fatal reverie 
in the fortunes of Nader, and compelled. him 
'to ~erve the fruits of his vk1ory, by an 
ailion no lefs horrid than neceffary. Two 
Indian noblemen of confiderable rank raifcd a 
violent fedition in the night, and infLuned the: 
mUltitude to fuch a degree, that tJley ruOied with 
a mad rage uyon the Perfians, who were quar~ 
tered in the Clty, and, having fiain a great num~ 
ber of them, ran to the flable of the royal clc­
P~~ts, and pt•t their keeper to death. w·hen 
~cr Shah was apprili:d of this twnult, he or· 

dercd 
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dered his officers to a8: wholly upon the defen· .I.D.•n9• 
five during the remainder of the llight; aRd in _Nad.~.:., 
the morning, fi'ndin~ the riot rather increafed =- ,. 
than abated, and fen1ib1e of his own danger, if the 
Indian army fhould revolt and join the rioters, 
he gave O!der'!l for a general maffacre in that 
part of the city, where the ftdition firft broke 
out. Upon thefe ordos the enra~ Perfians 
defl:royed all they me~ and demolifhed every 
building by which they paffed. : this dreadful 
carnage lafted feveral hours, and when the 
richeft edifices in Dehli \\'ere leYc:llcd with the 
ground, and near thirty thoufund of the inha-
bitants flain, the Gr.!at Mogul and his minlfters 
interceded with Nader for the pardon of the 
other citizens ; they entreated him to mtJderate 
his rtftntment, which they allowed to be juft, 
and to be Jatisfied with tbe punijhment be had 
ipfli8ed upon the guilty, without jhedding the 
lft()()d of the imwcent. N aJer Shah com plied 
with their requeft, and gave immediJ.te orders 
for a ceifation. of the maifacre ; but he was 
determined to chafl:ife the authors of the fedition, 
who had Bed with about four hundred of their 
affociates to a fortrefs not far from the city. 
Two Indian minifters were charged with th_e 
odious office· of putting their countrymen to 
death : thefe unfortunate men, whofe precipi~ 
tate rafimefs had b1 ought fuch a number of 
their fellow-citizens to deftruaion, were taken 
after a :iliort refiftance, and fuffercd the punifu-
ment which their folly deferved, though their 
good defign, perhaps, might give them a clai.."n 
tQ better fuccefs • . 

After a fcene of fuch terrour and confternation, 
il will ju!Uy Ji:em furprifin0 th.lt thero iliould . . ~ 
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~.D.1 73 ~. be any room in the brea.fts of the Indians for mirth 
Nad. S"· and entertainment, yet fuch was their infatuation • 
._- 'that, in about tm days after the mafi'acre, the nup· 

rials of Prince Nafl-a.Ua with a daughter of the 
Mogul were celebrated with all the m:u-ks of 
~oy and feftivity. Mohammed prefented hi'l fan .. 
Jn-b.w with a rich vcft almofl: covered with pearls 
and diimond'>, with fi..<t: elephants, and as many 
beautiful horfes with faddles and trappings of 
gold, enriched with precious fiones: and a whole 
week was fpent in banqnct'5, :£bows, pageants, 
and diverfions of every kind, among which were 
the battles of wild beafts, which are trained by 
the Indians for that purpofe. Nader Shah in the 
mean time f5:VC an ample recompenfe to his army 
for their fatthful fervices ; and, befides the valua.~ 
ble prefcnts which he diftributcd among his 
officers, he afiigned a IargefS of ab(/'/)e twei'IJe 
pounds to every private foldier * : and, that his 
fubjed:s in general might enjoy the fruit~ of his 
conqucft, he ordered it to be proclaimed through 
all the prm.·incc~ of Pcr.fi.t, that they 1hould pay 
no kind of tax for the fpace of three ye:us. As 
be was now preparing to leave India, he con­
vened an affembly of all the princes and miniftcrs 
of the Mogul's court, and with his own hand 
replaced the imperial diadem on the head of Mo­
hammed,. and helped him to afccnd the throne, 
which he had received from his pro.,.enitors: 
;;~fter this he harangued the Indian Minifters, and 
gave them the moft falutaryadvice for the welfare 

• An ilhdbiollS F~h writer (Monttjf. CMfoJtr. /Ill' 41 
Grll.bll¥' in !Um.i11s) fu.ppofu, that Ntultr Sht.b gave no 
more thm rw..J.ut j0111ltl1 to each of his foldiers, left, by 
t:rowing rich with the fpoila of l•li1t1t they lhould iilll$: 
UlfO iOf'Utd'• aad lo~xury, 
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of their country, enjoining them to CJbey in I'Utry A.D.r1n• 
r~fpelt the commands of their preftnt fo'Uereign. =~· s::, 
Mohammed expretred a moft grateful fenfe of 1 

thefe favours, and entreated Nader to accept of 
all the provinces :fituated on the other fide of the 
river Atok, together with thofe of Sind and 
Tata, a'nd their dependencies. The King of 
Perfia was glad to annex. thefe provinces to his 
empire, as they were advantagcoufiy fituated, 
and as fame of them had bc.:n formerly con· 
fidered as part of Khorafan: he therefore re:tdily 
accepted the prefcnt ; and the Mogul made a 
ceffion in form of the territories juft mentioned. 
On the twenty· fifth of May Nader Shah led his 
atJ!lJ' !;urn Dehli, and repatred the Indus; but a 
brid;~e, which he had built over that river, was 
broken down by the rapidity of the current 
bdore half his troops had pllfed ; and the reft 
ware obliged to crofs it in boats: this accident 
detained thc;n in thJ.t fultry climate till the 
middle of iummcr, and W.lS the caufc of their 
fufferin.g incredible pain in their marches, from 
the very intenfe anrl opprcffi.ve heat . .At this ti~ 
Nader Shah formed a plan of renewing hoftilities 
againft the kings of Bokh:1ra, and K.harezm,. 
whom his fon Hizakuli had defeated during the 
ficge of Candahar, but whofe entire reduction 
he refcrved for himfelf. Agreeably to this defi~ 
he fent a number of approved artifts to Balkh, 
with orders to build feveral barges, and to 
launch them in the Oxus, that he migHt at any 
time tranfport his men and ammunition into 
'.rurkejlan, or the 'lranfoxan Cf'artary. 

Abulfeiz, king of Turan, or of Bokhara, as 
the oriental writers call him, had made fevcral ir-­
ruptions into Perfia in co~unCi:ion with llbars, 

•. fovc-



94 'rHI HIST,ORY ., Tlll 

A D.mg. f~vereign prince of Kharpm, and had com­
~-~ mitted many ad:s of violence, for which Nader 

r Shah now determined to make reprifals on them, 
and to chaftife their infolence. They had been 
already defeated by ~nli, as it has been re· 
Ll.ted; but, finding Nader Shah engaged in his 
Indian expedition, llbars had the boldnefs to pafs 
the Oxus a fecond time, with intent to lay wafte 
the borders ofKhorafan. The prince, then regent 
of Perfia, was at Herat, when he received intelli· 
gence of this incurfion ; and immediately led 
Lis army againft the invader. Ilbars retired to a 
caftle near Abiurd, where he imagined himfelf 
in pafttl fecuritj; bot while he was preparing 
to ftrengthen the place of his retreat, the gover­
nor of Abiurd advanced with a body of men to 
examine the fituation of the enemy: a report was 
inftantly fpread among the Kharezmians, that the 
prince Rizakuli was clofe to the caftle with a 
numerous army; which falfc alarm threw Ilbars 
into fuch a panick, that he decamped in confufion 
and returned to the feat of his dominion. Nader 
~' in the mean time, was purfuing his march 
towards Cabul, which he left on_ the twenty· 
fe'\'"enth of November, and advanced towards 
his new territories in the province of Sind : but 
he had not nesdelt:ed to fend amba.lfadors to 
the courts of ituffi.a and Turky, in order to 
infonn them of his fuccefs in India, and to pre~ 
lent the: fo\'ereigns of thofe empires with part of 
his fpoils. This emhaJfy to Ruflia kerns to have 
been merely ceremonial; unlefs we fupr>fc it to 
have a mixture of vanity and oftentauon; but 
he had other views in that to the Sultan, with 
whom he was far from intending to prefeJVe 
a laftirJg UJicy": and be "WIIS wiUin.g "}On this oe-

cajiDn 
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taf101J U jhqw bim hfJ'UJ far the Petfian llNIJI eou/J A.D.1139• 
e~tend. · Nad. s•· ._ ,..~ 

In Nader Shah's- march through Sin~ he met 
with fume obftruc9ioi:J.s from the chiefs of feveral 
cafrles, who attempted to oppofc him, but were 
all redm:ed to fubmiffion after a ihort rdiftall'Ce: 
but the groundlefs fears; and avarice of Kbo­
daiar, governor of that provinc~ delayed him -
longer than the fiercenefs and valour of the 
other chiefs. This weak ·man had been very 
officious in paying his court to Nader Shah, 
during his conqueRs in Perfia, and in fending 
him fetters of congratulation upon the fuccei! 
of his arms : but, after the Indian expedition, 
he was fo appreh(.'nfi:ve of lofm,; his treafnrcs, 
and fo afraid of falling into the hands of the 
C\mqueror, that he payed no regard to lili re· 
pe~ted invitations, peremptorily rcfufCd to do 
homa~e at the throne of the Perfi:m monarch, 
and :lied to a ftrong hold in the rnidft of 
a batTen dcfcrt, called .tl:mercout, wl1cre he 
concealed his money and jewels in a fubter­
raneous cavern. 'When Nader heard of his Hight, 
he refolved to purfue him, and to punifh him 
for difobeying his command : accordingly he ~-D·•7¥Jo 
pa1fed the river Sind over a bridge of boats, and, Nad. SJ• 
having marched over a rough defcrt, which had 
before been thought impatTable, he arrived on 
the fifteenth of February, before the caH:le of 
Khodaiar. As foon as the filly Indian !J.w the 
victorious army under his walls, he attempted 
to make his efcapc ; but was taken by the Per-
fian fohliers, and brought with all his family 
and attendants before Nader Shah; to whom he 
di&:overed in what place he had repofitf:d his' 
treafure, hoping by tlut difcovery 'to f.ve his 

, • life, 
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,J.D,17~ life, which Nader, however, had no thought ot 
Nad. 53· taking : but in order to make him fenfible of hi! 

.. -- • errour, he kept him in chains feveral days; at 
the end of wliich he gave him his liberty, re­
ilored him to his po:lfeffions. and appointed him 
governor of Tata and part of Sind, the reft of 
which province he divided among his. faithful 
comm.mders. 

After having f~ttled the affairs of his new 
dominion, the king of Perfia returned. to Nader­
abad, the city which he had built during the fiege 
of Candabar, and from which he had been ab­
fent two years. He frayed but five days in this 
city; and advanced towards Herat, which he 
entered on the twenty-ftxth of May: here he 
was joined by his nephew Alilruli, together with 
the young prince:; lmamkuli, and Shahrokh, 
who were receired by the King with cver..r mark 
of affcdion : they made at the fame time •an 
apology for the abfence of the prince Rizak.uli, 
who was detained by fome affairs of great im­
portance to the empire, and promifed to meet 
the king his father at Badghis. ShahroM feemcd 
to be the favourite of the court, and it was re­
marked, that a prince of the fame name, the 
fon of Timur, had fixed the feat of his empire in 
the city of Herat : upon which the magiftratcs 
of that city flruck a number of medals with the 
name and title of the youn~ prince. In this 
place, Nader chafe to make hts triumph for the 
conqueft of India, and to 1how his fubjeB:s the 
riches he had gained by it: as he was highly 
pleafed with the peacocR.throne, which he brought 
from Dehli, pe had ordered his jewellers to 
make another in the fame form, and with the 
Ume fplendour, together with a pavilion, equ~Uy 

· , nch 
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rich and magnificent. Thefe works were noW A.h.t7+"· 
finifhed in the higheft pe1fdtion, and exhibited ~ 
at one view the :Iindt ?O"ls :md precious 
ftoncs, that remained from the fpoils of Dehli : 
they were U.ifplayed in publick <·n the fourth 
of June, which day and feveral others were 
fpcnt iri p<~gt:ants, fhows, and ~'ltertainmencs. 
On the tenth, Nader gave :1. confrdc:'able prefent 
to each of the J•rinccs, and, leaving them in 
Hcrat, ac.Jyanccd towruJs Badghis, where he 
met Rizakuli at the hca<i of his army. As 
foon as the prince fuw Lim, he ran tv him and 
kiffed his ftirrups, exprcfling !: the fame time 
his fubjeffion to his father and to his king: and 
Nader Shah, having raift:d him with grtat ten· 
dcrnefs, appl.luded _in the ftrong~!{ terms his 
prudence in the governruc.nt of Pcr.fi~ and his 
valour in the deknce of it. After this they ad~ 
v;mced to the royal tents, both of them equally 
ignorant of t1tcit unhappy dcftiny, and very little 
apprehcnfi,•c of the dreadful events, which were 
to fucceed to their lllng co11rfe of viCtOry and 
good fOrtune. N adcr Shah fpent feveral days in 
revievi'ing the troops d his iOn, whom he amply 
rewarded for their iCrl"ices, and, having ,rerenred 
the prince with a diadem and brae, !, . i:·~t w~t'Q, 
gems of confidcrable value, l ... d 1 :~ : •r.;;es to-
wards the city of Balkh, where he hJ.d ordered 
~arations to be made for his expedition iota 
fartary. 
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SECTION VI. 

f'ht war z'n Tartary • 

.A.D.t740. ON the laft day of July the anny reached the 
Nld. n· bo.nks of the Ot~~us, and found on the river 
\.rv"V dcven hundred barges, which Nader Shah had 

ordered to be built, that he might convey his 
artillery and prtnlifions into the 'Ir•nfoxan pro· 
-vi1ues : they continued their march with great 
rapidity, and arrived in ten days at the paffes of 
Bokhara, where a number of chiefs and gover­
nors fubmitted to the Shah's generals, and paid 
hom.lge to them as to his reJirefentatives. 

In tbe mc:an while, the princes RiZ~Z and )N, 
having paired the O:xus, advanced along t'he op­
pofite bank, and fpread a genera] terrour before 
them: but the Shah continued in Perjia till the 
eighteenth of Augrifl, when he croifed the river 
in a fumptuous barge, which had been prepared 
for his reception. Soon after this, a bridge, which 
Nader h~ ordered to be built over the Oxus, 
was completed; a numerous army of Ptr}i{znr 
were in a ihort time affembled on the northern 
:fide of the river, and were marching in full 
anay towards the metropolis. of Mawaranabr: 
but the King of 'Turan had no inclination to give 
them battle, and"fent his firft Vizir to the Perjian 
camp with the humbleft offers of fubjec1ion~ 
Nader Shah received the Vizir with F.t affa· 
bility, and. having prefcnted him With a rich 
mantle, according tQ the Cllilom of Ajiatitk 

prin<ea, 
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princes, difmifi'ed him with orders to condufl the- A.D.nt4• 
King his mafier ttJ the camp, and to aifure him,~ 
that 111Jthing but biJ immediate t()mpFana could 
prefirve hiti:ftlf from dd/ruflirm, and biJ N.i11gdflm 
from ruin, The ~ artarian Monarch was under 
a neceffity of obeying thefe haughty commands : 
he had defcended too low 1lready to think of 
recovering hi.s dignity, and he was too prudent 
to 1rrltat~ by his difobedi~nce, a powerful ad~ 
verf.uy, whom he could not 1 epcl by force of 
arms. 

The Per:fian army frill continued their courfe, 
and encamped on the f'IJ:enty-third of .Au~1!fl at the 
difiance of twelve miles frOm the city ot' Bokhara: 
on the next day in the afternoon, .Abulftiz, 
.King of Cf"uran, attended by his Vizirs and Cour­
tiers, arrived at the camp ; and, being admitted 
intq the prefcnce of Nader Shah, layed his diadem 
and other enfigns of royalty at the feet of the 
Conqueror. If this fortunate man lhowed a 
fierce and viol"ent temper on other occafions, he 
certainly behaved at the prefent juncture with a 
noble moderation : he a.ffigned the c.tptive mo~ 
narch a place·in the council, and declared, that 
he muned to njlore him, as he had refllred the 
Emperor of India, to his former dignity; but that 
IH jhou/J .fiz the O:~tus as the cfJ11l11wn boundary of 
the 'IartllTian and Per}ian empires, and anne:» to tbe 
latter all the diftritts ly_imr to the fouth and •;.;.:dJ of 
that riwr, together witbBalkb and its deper.den· 
cies ; in confirmation of which alliance, he pro~ 
pofed to marry his nephew Ali to a daughter of 
.Abulfeiz : the tfuranian had too much fenfe to 
objetl: to a .lingle propofal of his Conqueror, who 
could eafily have forced him to confent, and who, 
wilh rd'ped to him, had aCted mildly and beoe-

H t volcntly. 



·~ 
THB HISTORY OF THE 

AJJ.r7~· volently. After feveral amicable conferences, 
~ the two fovereigns advanced to Bokhara; where. 

Nader reftored the crown of 'iartary to his cap-­
tive with grec1t ceremony, and placed a diadem,. 
fet \\'ith pe;uls, upon his head, as a mark of his 
particular favour: he conferred upon him ano­
ther honour, which was me1cly ve1bal; for, a'\1 
the chief ru!e1s of the 'l'rt:ufoxan provinces had 
born only the fimple title of Kh"n OF 1A1 J, he 
gave that of Sbah, or King, to Almlfiiz, and his 
defcend.mts. On the fame day, the nuptials of 
Ali and the princefs of 'Turon ·were celebrated 
v.ith uccommon magnificence. 

The next mornin~ Nad~ Shah led his forces 
towards Khrtuz.m, wh1ch, we may remember, was 
f.:i.:i in the l11troduc?ion to be an extenfive king­
dom lying on each fide of the Oxut, ncar the 
place where it emptied itfdf into the Cof}ian, 
and containing a number of large cities and 
fortrdfes, which, from the advantage 'Of their 
t'ituation, were account(d impregnable. IIi'> 
view in vifiting thi'> country, \.\~ 1!:1 to make re· 
ptifals upon 11/Jor.r, who then governed it, and 
~ho, during, the Indian e;~:pedition., had made fte· 
quent incurfions into Khorajrn. This ( hief W.t'> 
then in a c:rftle, named H.e-..are/b, bcfu!·c which 
l\~ader aJ?peared on the eighteenth of Ollolm ; but. 
finding 1t very ftrongly fortified, and capable of 
refifting the moil: vigotou'> afJ'Jults, he thought it 
advifeahle to make a pretence of marching tOol 
"-ard Khei'IJa, the Capital of the province, jufilrll' 
toncluding, that llbars 'WOUld hazard a battle i 
fa'IJe /1is mefropoH.r. He was not difappointed f 
for the K!Jarez.mian no fooncr heard t:~f his 1110! 
tions, than he left the fortrcU, and marched tA 
Kbeirva by another road, while Nader, ex~g 

I ' that 
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mountains, and entirely precluded him from the Nail. n• 
hope of regaining &arejb. Ilbars, thus inter-
cepted, retired in llafte to a weaker cafi:le, where 
lie foon found it impoilible to make any defence: 
he therefore, in a Jit of defpair, refolved to give 
the Perfians battle, and advanced intrepidly to 
the field; but, after a :lh.ort :lkirmifu, he was 
driven back, and, leaving moft of his men dead 
on the plain, faved himfelf with a few attendants 
in the fort : the conquerors began immediately 
to batter the walls, and, after a briik. fire for three 
<lays, made a confiderable breach, and took the 
caftle in a violent afi'.r.ult; yet even then the prince 
of Kbart%111, dcferted by his fiicnds, and dellitute 
of fuccour, had the madnefs to think of holding 
out tingly againfl: fo fofmidable an enemy, and 
would not furrcnder, till fome Peifz.m foldiers 
dragged him by force before the Shah, who or .. 
dertd him to be put to death, in revenge for the 
Perfian envoys, who had been fcnt to fummon 
him .:.t Hez<~.t-clh, afld whDm hf bad inh'UI'(In/y 
murde,·~d. 

l/bn,.~ fccms to have been a mere f.tvage, who, 
without any talent ncce1fary to form a General, 
had alfumcd the chlr.lc"ter of a w.trriour, ami inw 
v:.tded Perfia without any provocation, but w.l'i 

put to flight in cvt:ry eng-.tgcment, and received 
:lt !aft the punifhment, which his fOlly, arrogance, 

, obftioacy, and cruelty c:ert.tinly Ueferved. 

: After this vid:ory, the princes .Ali and Ri.:tJ 
\:,btained leave to retire to M.tfo..d, where they 
intended to pafs fome time with Nafrolla, 
whom they had not fecn fioce his return from 
·India ; but Nader Shah fta}'t,:J. ii:vcra.l da;s 

H i loo0or 
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A.D.J74o.longer in Khartzm~ fn order to concert trteafures 
Nad. H· for the peaceable government of that principa· 
~ lity, which he gave to a ne:a relation of A.buJ. 

fti=-. named Thaher, a nobleman of illuftrious 
merit: after which arrangem~t he repa.ffed thC 
O:xus, and anived at Mm-l in the middle of 
Decemhrr. He made but a iliort fray in that 
city, and advanced with great expedition to 
his f.lVourite caftle of Nlnt, which he had 
.fixed upon as the place of his retreat, whenever 
his advanced age, and the completion of his 
military pr~eEts, fhould enable him to refi~ 
the throne, and pafs the remainder of his life 
in a glorious retirement. He determined to 
provide this place with eVery thing requifite to 
make his folitude agreeable ; confitl:ently with 
which defign, he caufe"d a fumptuous palace to 
be :raifcd in Kef at, . together with elegant baths, 
temples, aqucdufts, and houfes for his officers 
and miilif.crs : he ordered the treafures colletted 
at D~f.:•i to be tranfported into t11e caftle, which 
was f.l.r the ftrongeft hold in the Peiftan Em­
pire. After thcfe regulations he left Kefat, and, 
returning through a very agreeable country~ 
reached .Afrjl:ed at the dofe of the year • 

.l.n .• ,,.,. Natkr Shah e"ntered the metropolis of his 
Nad. 5+- kingdom in ·triumph, and nothing was feen in 

the city but diverfions and pageants, from the 
opening of the new year to the tenth of March, 
which day was folemnizcd with mure than 
ufual nlagnificence. He had, in the courfe of 
Jive years, fubdued or put to Hight as many 
Sovereign Princes*, conquered three :B.ourifhing 

• .,1/Nf, lbJPi•, ~ ~~. AJfliz. ad !INN. 
king. 
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kingdoms, and extended the boundaries of Pe~ A.D.•7+1 • 

fo, as far as 0JtUs to the north, and Indus to the~ 
eaft. His next objefl. was to drive the 'l"urk.r 
from the banks of the f'igris and Euphrates, as 
he had alre~dy driven both them and the Ruf-
fians from the Cyru.r and .Artuu; but the death 
of his brother Zohtireddoula was Jd unrrotnged: 
he, therefore, had no fooner recovered from 
the fatigue of his laft campaign, than he led his. 
army towards the mountains of Shirmn. On 
the third of May, as be was riding through a 
a foreft in Mazendera11, a mufkct-bali, fired !rom 
a diftance, grazed his right arm, and ftruck his 
hurfe on the head, who feU immediately to the 
ground: the baU was aimed at Nader Sbah by 
an affaffin, ,,.·ho lay in ambufh behind a tree, 
but, finding be had failed in his defign, had 
fled with great h:rlle,• and hid himfelf in the 
thickcft part of the wilderndS. 'II~ prince Ri-
~lkuli w11s i1i his father'! train, and appf:ared to 
be much Ju.-priftd at this accident: but many of 
the C01.trticrs, who were prefent, fufpe8:ed that 
the plot had been concerted by him, and, though 

· the Pe1jian author fllppofes him to be innocent, 
yet the frequent examples of thcfe bon id at· 
tempts in thf: rourtJ of Afi.a, and the confidence 
with which our own wtiteu relate the ftory, 
may induce m to believe, that their fufpicions 
of his guiJt are not wholly groundlefs. It was 
,reported, however, that a .fon cf Dil.z~r, one 
of the barbarous chiefs mentioned in a fonna 
part of this oatT::Ltivc, was the contriver of the 
plot, and had fuborned a defperate villain to fire 
at the Shah, when be :lhould pafs through that 
foreft:: the a.fi'a.fiin WclS purfued, and, being taken · 
by tbe Pcrtian foldicrs, wat put tD immtdial• 
tkath. 

The 
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.t.D.r74r. The conquelt: of Daghrflan was effeCted with 
Nad. 54· little difficulty; !18' moft of the fava&'e chiefs, 
~ alanned.at Nader's approach, came to him at the 

head of their tribes, and made a promife of in· 
violable fubmiliian to their Conqueror and his 
defccndanls. 

~.D.J74'-· The firl1: rhonths of the new year were em .. 
~· SS• played in roceiving foreign ernbaffics, and in 

negotiating a treaty with the Sultan Mahmud, 
by whkh Nader propofcd to l"OCO\'Cf the whole 
Erovince of Mefo~tamia; and. having fo confi· 
de! ably enJa1ged the Pcr.fian Empire, he intended 
to rdi:gn the crown, and retire to &!at, where 
he had repofited aU the treafures of India. 
Among the ambaffadors, who arrived tills year 
at' the court of Ah/l:et!, was an Indian Emir, fent 
by th::: Great Afo._'!,od with a congratulatory letter 
to the S{,,rh on his vid:ories in Tartary, and a 
curious piece of furniture, made of red fanqal­
wood, <!r.d rarverl in a moil: elegant manner : 
Nader aC~C'fted the prcfrnt, and difmiffcd the 
Emir, wi~b one- no h.fs valuable fur the Mogul, 
.confifiillg of [c,·eral ,.afcs adomcd with gems ; 
at the fame time he fent back a band of m1.1fi· 
dans and dancers, whom he l1ad brought with 
him from D!!bli, in ortler to in!h ua: his fubjcds 
in the ln..1ia;l muf:.cl:: and method of dantin1", 
''·hich he greatly admired. '\Yhat that kind ~f 
mufick was, it is impoffible fon1s to determine; 
but We cannot help admiring the remarkable 
difpo.!ition of this fingular man, who, with the 
ficrccnefs of a waniour, had yet a tafte for the 
polite and ornamental' arts, and, while be was 
t:onquerin~ an Empire, bad the calmnefs to think 
Qf 41>1"""¥'~ ~ mufick oli his natio~. 

The 
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The reft of the year was fpent in reducing the 4.D.r7+L 

northern pl'pvinces, a.qd principally in fettling Mad. 55· 

the aff:Urs of Georgia and Circojpa. ~ 

Nad~r Shah, perceiving that the Sultan mean- .A.D.I74l· 
ed only to trifle with him, and being now at Nad. s6. 
leifure to renew hofi:ilitics, marched at the open-
ing of .the year towards Bo~dad, and took it:ve-
l'::tl confiderablc plac.:s in h1s way. Ahmed fent 
him a fubmiffive meffage, and entreated him to 
~efica on the ruilz wbid} he f!:ould b,·in,'! on himftlf, 
if he were to abandon a Clfy, •tvbiW tbe Sulian 
had exprefily ordered him to defend. The TurkHh 
court. on the other hand, were making pre­
parations for an obftinate war, and had fent a 
decifion of the l'rlufti to all their .Afiatide gover-
nors, importing, that It 'll:as lawful to jlay cr 
make prifoners the ilrhnbita1zts of Piifta, as here. 
ticks and oppofm of the true faith. On hearing 
VUs, the Sha'h, defpairing at that time to reduce 
the governor of Bagdad~ advanced "ith all 
pQffible fpeed to ],1ufil, a large and opulenr 
City~ then governed by Huf(tin, who had btdy 
been reinforced by tl1e b:UI'u of Alcppo with .all 
his troops. He pw-fued his operations with great 
rapidity, raifed a ftrong bridge ove-r the river, 
and, having completed his lines, began to hom~ 
b.trd the cit.u:tcl. The g:mifon fupported a fharp 
fire for fevcr.ll days, but at length Hu.f[cin PoJha 
cxprcfi'cd au iodination to capitulate, aml fent 
lwo officers to the Pctji11n camp with an oiler 
of amicable terms, but reprefcntLxi to him the 
d!mgrrs to w&ir:h a Tu1·ki!h gtJ'i.'e~r u·as c_.<rpofcd, 
who jl;w.ld furrender a Crty cammrtted to hzs care, 
and defired a refpite for a few months ttJ o/:!.:;.in 
the t(mfcnt of his l'OJI1't, and to perj11ade 1/•em. to 
make a ptau with the Shah at any rote. " N.uler, 
" fays the fr.firm hiJlorian, accepted thcfc pro-

" pofal:s, 

• 
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.I.D.t14S·" pofals, and confented to df'fift from any for­
Mad. 56• " tber hofiilities, till an anf wer c6u.Id be ro­
._._.,. " ceived from Confiantinople!' AccordingJy he 

raifed the fiege, and amufed himfelf, in this 
internl, with vifiting the places near Bagdad, 
which had been rendered facred by the reiiaence 
of .Ali, and the firjl jucceffirs of Ma~d. In the 
mean time great Civilities paB'ed. betwetn hlm 
and the governor of Bagdad; and a variety of 
prefents were interchanged, as tokens of their 
mutual regard. .Ahmed prepared a· magnificent 
barge, in which Nader Shah paffed the Ttgri.t, 
ancf, with an indolence unworthy of his aCtive 
nature, condefcended to difpute upon fubjefls 
of re1igion with the Mabtmzedan priefts, who 
took care to be always of his opinion. This 
irrefolute and imprudent conduB:, in a man fo 
bold and impetuous, muft needs be a matter of 
aftonillunent to the reader : it will, therefore, 
be ncceifary to explain the caufes of it. 

If Nader Shah had perifhcd in the forefi: of 
Maunderalt on the third of May 17 41, his courfe 
would have been completely glorious ; and he 
would have left a moft fiourilliing Empire to a 
, . .iliant and ac1iYe Prince, who, in aU probability, 
would have followed the example of his father : 
but his glory was now declining, and his life 
feemed Jikely to be dofed in weakncfs and mi­
fery. It had been fugget'led to him by foine of 
his courtiers, that the villain, who fired at him 
in the forell, had been fuborned by his eldeft 
'fon RiUJ ; and fome of our travellers relate this. 
ftory as an indifputable fad * : but whether the 

.• The tam. wrlten do1re u'• that the anfonunate SW 
9'"U..A wa.s put to death by R.a.!tJi, while N~ w:LS in 
lUi., 

:a fug~ 
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fuggeftion were juft or groundlefs, it is certain .f.D.17+1• 
that Nlllkr, in a fit of rage, Ordered the Prinet's .Nm. ,!'­
'J'I to he t0111 out ; the common, but inhuman, = r:J 
ponllhment for high crimes in .tl.fsa. , His orders 
were no fooner executed, than he repented of 
his hafty paffion ; remorfe, anguifh, and defpair · 
fucceeded to his wrath, and a diforder preyed 
upon his fpirits, which gained new force every 
day. Confcious of his growing malady, he was 
defirous to conclude a peace with the.'fllf'k.r, and 
to feck fome· comfort from the retirement which 
he had fo long meditated : but a circumftance, 
which happened the next year, roufed him from 
his lethargy, and led him to make a laft effort, 
which was not altogether unworthy of his for-
mer cbaralter. 

A Turkijh commander, named GemJI Og_li, who .f.D.m,.. 
was then at Cars in Armmia, which he had reo Nad. S7· 

&Overed, fent circular ]etters to the principal 
officers of Pe;fta, inciting them to rt'VOit from Jhe 
U furper Nader, and to join the banners of Prince 
Sefi, the true heir to the crtJWn. This Pretender, 
whofe real name was Mohammed Ali, had for~ 
merly gotten his bread in the city of Shujler, 
the ancient Sufa, by begging in the drefs of a 
den•ife : one Ua.y a man, who ·gave him alms, 
obfervcrl that he rifemblcd the Sefi. familj in his 
annplcxion, and the colour of his eyes; from which 
the beggar took the hint of a moft impudent 
impoilure, and told the people a piteous.fl:ory of 
his misfortunes, a1furing them, that he 7U'Ver 
had i1Jtendeti to re<Utal the fecret of his birth, but 
that,Jmce he 'lL'OI betrll)t__d by his features, be found 
himjelj obliged to conje_[s, that he was really_ the 
Prmce Stji. Upon this, fo ~ a croud :lffem~ 

· bled round him every day, that the governor 
Qf Sbufitr was forced to drive him from. the 

· Clty I 
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..r.D.r744. city; whence he proceeded to Bagdad, and~ 

.Nad.!_7· introduced to Ahmed as a prince Of the houfe of 
rJ sp: the governor, imagining that the heir to 

the throne of Per{ta, whether real or pretended, 
would be ufeful "to his court, fent him to Cmt~ 
fianlinopl,, where he had apartments allotted to 
him in the pahcc, and a confiderable revenue; 
but after- the depofttion of Sultan Ahmed in 173o, 
he was fent to 'lbdfolonica, and afterwards to 
!nnn~M, where he had lived many yeal'!l neg­
leCted and defpifed, but was now fummoncd, 
and canied into Per.fia by the Y"ur!:~!h General, 
The letters of Gtmal O{li were brought to Nader, 
who immediately led Jlis anny to Abhcr, intend .. 
ing to advance as f.rr as Cars, whither, on ac­
count ot fevcral delays, he did not arrive till 
the md of J u!y. The governor refufed to fur­
render, and NaJa Shab, finding himfelf in no 
condition to compel him, made a feeble attempt 
to bombard the citadel, but the next day a.G<­

cepted the governor's offer to gi'Vt the Turkifh 
(r;urt notice of his diflerate}itttation, and prefi them 
fr; conclude a peace ; upon which he ]eft one of 
his generals to blockade. the city, and retired 
into winter l}Uarters at Berda. 

A.D.t~-4-;. 

Nad. 5•· At the beginD.ing of March he advanced to .. 
wards Eri•r:an, but was attacked ·with fo violent 
a diforder, that he was forced to be ca! ried in 
a litter, and did not recover his fircngt.h ti11 the 
middle-of fummer; at which time lie was in­
tOmled that ldohammcd Pajba, the late Grand 
Yizir, was marching by the way of Erxerum 
,nth twelve othCr Bafhas, at the head of a vaft 
a!'Dly, and that two more ~urki.fh officers were 
hafrening through Diarhecr to join them with 
all their forces. Nader feem.ed to be tranfpo11of 

with 
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with joy at this intelligence, hoping by one .,,D.1 7.u. 
decifive blow to terminate his difpute with the Nad s•· 
2"'ur~1, and either to crown his labours with a'--­
vic1ory, or to end in the field of battle a life~ 
which was now become a burden to him : he 
therefore fent his fan Nafralla to prevent the 
jnnaion of the two 'f urkijh armies, and, having 
appointed the princes lmamkuli and Ibrahim go-
vernors of Khorafan and lrtik in his. abfence, 
proceeded by forced marches, and on the t\teDty .. 
cighth of July encampt--d in the fame plain, whero 
he had dcfeattd Abdalla ten years before. The 
next day Mr;hammed appeared with an hundred 
thoufand horfe, and forty thoufand footr but' 
he marched very fiowly, and pitched his tents 
in the evening at the bottom of a mountain. 
On the thirtieth, both armies advanced into the 
plain ; but the whole day was fpent in flight 
Otirmifues, in which the 7'urlu generally retired 
with lofs. .AfDhammed muft have been either 
ignorant C'f Nader's infirmity, or timid to the 
laft degree, for if he had made a bo1d attack 
on this day, it would probably have been fuc-
cefsful ; but, alarmed at the Yer-y name of Na-
der Shah, and thinking his troops unable to 
oppofc the hardy veterans, who had learned the 
force of difciplmc in the battle of Karnal, he 
thought it prudcut to found a retreat, and re-
tired with fuch filence and apedition, that a 
detachment of Pcrfians, who were ft.•nt,to exa· 
mine the i'Nrkijh camp, were furprifed to find 
it dt.1ertcd : but the janifl"aries, confcious of their 
own valour. and eager to engage their enemies, 
began to murmur at the renilifnefs of their 
.commander ; and his council were apprehenfive 
of a gcncralll)utiny, if he iliould delay to lead 
tbem back intO the field. 

o .. 
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A".D •• 14s· On the ninth of J.ugufl a letter was brou~ 
Nad. s•· to Nader Shah from the ~ce Nafrallt~, m-
• ----' formins him of a complete vitlory, which he 

had gamed over the Ba!ha's, who were march~ 
ing from Diarbecr, and whom he had intercepted 
in a plain near Mufel. The King was highly 
pleafed with this letter, and ftnt it to Mohammed 
by one of the 'rurlijh ptifoners, who had no 
fooner reached the camp, than he heard a loud 
noife; and prefendy difcovered, that the foldiers 
had revolted, and put their General to death. 
By this time the 'Petjians had advanced clofe to 
the 'T urkijh camp, and, perceiving the diforder 
of the enemy, attacked them on all fides : the 
f"ur.ks fled in confufion ; and, while fome of 
Nader"s troops were engaged in purfuing them, 
the reft feized their artillery, tents, and ammu­
nition: twelve thoufand janiff'ari.es were fiain, 
among whom were feveral officers of diftinetioq,. 
Nader Shah flayed a few days in this place to 
refrefb. his army, and to divide the fpoils among 
them ; after which he led them to Ramadan, 
and thence proceeded to lfpa?an, which he did 
not reach till the clofe of the year, as he made 
a long fray in feme of the principal towns, in 
order to regulate the affairs of his Empire. In 
his way he received an ambafi'.ador from the: 
King of K&otm, who had fent a valuaWe prefent 
to Nader Shah, with a letter of congratulation 
upon all his vidories, in which he took occ.afion 
to requeft, that a proper o.flicer mi'gbt be .(ent to fi~ 
the boundaries of their rejfelti'l.·e domimons ; the: 
Shah readily complied w1th his requeft, and dif­
mitrcd the ambaifador with a prefent of nine 
.Arabian horfes, and a cimitcr fet with jewels. 
This PJ:ince was defcended from Gmgb,dhan, 
anli had bo:en .-aifed by his merit to the throne 

· ol 
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cf Khotnl, while his brother reigned in the Jd.n.x-.1.IJ.t7+S• 
dom of Kbata; both which countries are ufualfy .N~ ~ 
mentioned together by the .djiaticll writers, and ~ 
reach from the northern frontiers of Chi11a to 
the tenitoriea: of Ball:b, which Nader Shah had 
htely annexed to the empire of Perfia. 

Nader had now baflled the laft effort of his A.D.17..._ 
moft dangerous enemies ; and, as his diforder Nad. s,. 
grew daily upon him, he was very defirous of 
makin&' an honow-able peace, and of haftening 
to that retirement, which had been his chief 
objeCt for feveral years. In the middle of March, 
therefore, he fent an offer of accommodation to 
the ~urRijh court, who liftened eagerly to his proo 
pofals; but the whole year was fpent in nego­
tiations, and peace was not concluded till :Ja-
"";'1 If.47, in the J:xtieth year rif Nader's lift. A.D.r7+'1· 
A had further . . f . . Nad. Oo. s e no mtentions o renewmg 
the' war, he dropped his tu•o llTiicles relating tfl 
th( 1111Jflue at Mec;ca, which, as we obferveG be-
fore, were only intended to amufe the 'Iurks 
before the expedition agt.inft Canduhi2T; and the 
Porte, on the other hand, confented to protec1: 
the Perfian pilgrims, to fet their prifoners at 
liberty, aqd to relinqullh their claim to the 
provinces of lrak and Azarbigil:m, one diihill. 
of which was ceded to the Sultan as a free gift, 
and as a mark only of the Shah's amicable in­
tentions. 

While Nader was preparing to yifit tLe place 
of his birth, and had thoughts of reftgning the 
diadem to his fon Nafralla, he received n~ 
that a noble Petjian, named Taki Khan, to whom 
he had affigued th~ govcnlment of Fan, h.d 
dtcltlred himftlf indtpetulent o/ bis bentfR&r, flll4 

- rewltetl 
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.I.D.t747• rewlted openly; in which he was foon imitated 
Jtad •. 60• by the governors of fome other provinces. This 
...__,intelligence drove him to a degree of fury, 

which can fcarce be conceived : he put to death 
a great number of his go'\"crnors and minifters, 
upon the fliyhteft fufpicion of their guilt ; 
and, not fati~fied with deftroying the· leaders 
of the rebellion. he cut off whole cities, and 
forced the g~atefl: nurober d his fubjelt-s to 
feek a refuge in the mountains and dcferts. 
After he had celebratrd the 1-.'ura.z in the city of 
Kerman, he advanced to l.Iejbrd, whicl1 he found 
in a manner deferted, and the whole province 
ripe for revolt : his madnefs was now raifed to 
the bigheft pitch; he fent Nofrolla, his gr.md­
fon Sliahrokh, and the other prince~, to the 
caftle of 1\r/at, refoh·ing in the mean time to 
exterminate the rebels wtthout mercy. • 

• 
It was not long before he heard that the pro­

vince of Se._v,eflan had revolted ; upon which he 
fent his nephew .Ali to reduce it to fubmiffion, 
under the ~dance of an old and faithful of .. 
ficer named &f'abmafp. The young prince, eager 
to po1fefs the treafllres of his uncle, and pantmg • 
for the deli6'hts of a throne, propofed to his 
guide to jom the Stgejlanians, and depoft the 
fjrant, wh~f! fl$e tmd infirmities rendered him in~ 
c~able of mpmng: the old man was :lhocked at 
die idea, and diffuaded the prince from fo bafe 
an attempt. .Ali di.fi"embleJ his difpleafure; but 
in a few days the perfon, who had occafioncd 
it, was no mort : he poifoned f'ahmafp, and 
caufcd bimfelf in feveral prov.i:aces to be pro~ 
claimed !Gng of Pec/ia ; but as the life of Nader 
Shah was a great Dblla.cle to his defigns, IH def­
patcttd thrtt of 6is.,jicers in ,.der to remove it. 

Nader 
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Nader had notice in a fhort time of this un- A.D.1 747• 
natural rebellion· and as his Jllefence alone NJd,6o. . , ..___. 
could have any chance of fuppreffing it, he left 
M.ejbd at the end of liiay, to which he never 
returned. 

On Sunday, the eighth Of June, he encamped 
at a place called Fute~ahad, or The mrnifion 
'![ 'Uiflory, where, fatigued with his long march, 
oppre1fed with yeclrs, funk in defpai.r, he 
1·etired early to his tent, and llept till mid· 
nif?ht ; at which time the three a.lf.dlins fent by 
.A.Iz, who had alfo bribed the officers upon guard, 
entered the tent, and in a few minutes put an 
end to a life, which had been devoted to deftroy 
the lives of others *. 

Thus fell, at the age of fi::ty years, NADER­
KULI, the Deliverer of Pe.jla, and Conqueror 
of 1ndia; who, from an humble ftation, had 
ra.ifed himfelf to a degree of power, at which 
few monarchs by birth have ever arri\·ed. He 
feems to have united the talents of a complete 
General, and an able Politician ; and, though 

, he h.u:l not the advantages of leJrn~_g, yet 
appears to have had a tafte for true magnificence, 

• It would hoi.vc been an cafy matter, to work ur a Jc.. 
bo11rcd piaure of thU eatailrophc, if the \o\oritcr were 11ot 
DlOl'f dclirous of being thought an hiftorian than a rhcto­
ridu : DIU' uavrllcn, indeed., aft"ure us, that Ntui~r SW 
made a briM! rc.fiftapce, and that he would, probably, have 
efcapcd., if int f~tt hU Nt }kpp6d tf'WF' tiN mdr ¢ tbe te•t; 
but, u tM tent mllil: have been e:rccccdingty fpacicus, it il 
not eafy to conceive what occalion there could be for conb. 
near hi• bed ; Deither is it probable, that the circum­
Aaocel of the m.urther 1hould have pa('ed from thefc p,.p. 
lll'aSia1 to the ~In of ~ merdwatt, 

I and 
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and would probably, had he lived in happier 
times, have encoural{Cd the arts of peace, and 
been oo ftranger to the clm-ms of fociety; but 
the darling obje& of his life, to which he fa. 
crificed every Other purfuit, and devoted all the 
powers of his mind. and borly, was the Art of 
War, in which he became eq•tal to the greateft ' 
Commanders of Ajia, and may jufl:ly ftand upon 
a level w.ith Cyrus or T amerlane. They, who 
form a nolion of his charaB:er from the variou& 
narratives, which have been printed in Europe, 
are apt to confider him in no other light, than 
.as a fearlefs Barbarian, who furmounted every 
difficulty, and overt:hrew all his oppofers, by 
the dint of mere valour and hardineiS ; but, on 
a nearer view of his exploits, they will feem to 
contain fomething more than brutal hcroifm, 
and to have been no lefs wifely concerted than 
vigoroufly performed. Hi..- great p~eft of de­
livering his country was executed with a regu .. 
larity and prudence, that can be furpaffed only 
by the celerity of his motions, and the vigour 
of his ads. If we throw a veil over his latter 
years, in which he was rather to be pitied than 
condemned, we 1hall fee Dothing m his life, . 
but what was noble and laudable : he had neither 
the rafhnef~:; of .Alr~OJuier, the infatiable ambition 
of Ctejo.r, the inflexible obftinacr. of Charles the 
'f'welfth, nor the vices of his tlluftrious rival 
Peter the Great ; he ref'embled rather that real 
Hero, Gufi{l'l)ur Vafo, who, to ufe the words of 
an excellent writer, cc left the foreft. where he 
" lay concealed, and came to deliver his. coon~ 
" try * :" like Vafa, he was raifed to the throne 

• Voltaire ltii. Char. XU. 
of 
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of the Empire, which he had freed from optref~ 
fion; Eke Vafa, he changed the religion o his 
fubjc& ; bttt he dil 11ol, like Vafa, reign happy 
and belo't·r:d to an advanced old age. 

Early in the morning the body of the king 
was expofed in the camp; upon which the leaders 
of the a1 my, aft~ a long debate, thought it 
advifr~able to declare for Ali, and invite him to 
the fbt of his empire : but .dbmed, a valiant 
officer, who had always been attached to Nader~ 
made a bold effort to revenge his death, and 
ruilied at the head of his troop againft the other 
chiefs, but was foon repulfed, and retreated in 
defpair to Candahar. 

Ali, having received a fuU account of the 
tranfa8:ion, marched with grc:~t ea.gernd"s into 
Khorafan, and fent a body of men under able 
commanders to fcize the treafures of IV:Mt, and 
the perfons of the young princes his coufins. • 

As the caftle of }(,.JOt was very flrong, it 
would haYe been almoft impo:ffibie to have taken 
it •by frorm ; but an accident f,n.·ed them the 
trouble of a regular fiege : one of the foldiers 
in the fortrefs, wanting fame freill water, de­
fcen.ded by a ladder, wliich he impnh!::ntly left 
on the wall; and did.. not return, t.ll be found 
the cafile full of .Ali's "men, and heard the cries 
of the ga.nifon. The princes Nafral!&, lma111~ 
kuli, and Shahrdh mounted their horfes, and 
efcaped by another gate, intending to :By to~ 
wards Meru: they had fcarce ridden twenty-feyen 
miles, when they were overtaken by a troop of 
their enemies, by whom lmamJuli and Sbahrokh 
were made prifoners; but Nafrt~lla, having killed 

.-12 afol .. 
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a. foldier who had feized h!s bridle, gaHoped to 
Meru, where he hoped to find a fure rC:fuge; but 
the inhabitants of the city, among whom Ali's 
gold had already fpread its illfeBion, put him in 
chains, and fcnt 6.im inftantly to Mefhed • 

.Ali made a folemn entry into the caWtai of 
Khorafon, where his 6.rft ad of benevolence was 
to deprive the princes of their lives, which were 
no longer cleat to them : the unfortun:~te Riz.a, 
together with Nafi'alla, lmamkuli, and fi;:tmz 
~tbers of tbe imperial family, w...:rc maffa.cred ; but 
ShahrDRh, a beautiful boy about fourteen years 
old, was kept privately in a tov. er,. whence Ali 
defigned to bring him tQ the throne, and to 
affm;ne the regency during his minority, if he 

' ihould find the P 'Y"'"' determined to oppofi: 
his own government. 

On the twenty~fifth of June he was crowneH 
by the name of ALI SHAH, and began his 
reign by difperfing the fpoils of India, which his 
uncle had colletl:ed in K&!tit. He fent his brother 
Ibrahim to ijpahan, and appointed him governor 
of /rak ; after which he committed the care .of 
his Empire to his mlnifters, and, .fixing his abode 
foroetimes in Mazenderan, fometimes io Khorafon, 
led a life, the leafi: worthy of a powerful King, 
fenfual, voluptuou~ effeminate. 

In the mean while Ibrahim, who had repined 
in fecret at the fuccefs of his brother, was con­
certing mcafures to undermine his power: his 
liberality foon drew to lfpahatt a number of 
chiefs and governors, who had taken a juft 
offence at the conduct of Ali ; and, when he 
had collcltcd a force f•fiicient to try his llrength. 

"" 
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he marched again!\ the city of Cmman}hab, 
which he took by ftorm, and afterwards bent 
his courfe towards A:z.arhigiqn: but in a plain 
between Znejan antl Sultania, he was met by 
.Ali Shah, who, roufed: from his indolence by 
the ·news of this revolt, had advanced by forced 
marchea to intercept his progrefs. The two 
annies foon came to an a8.ion ; but in the heat 
of it a great number of .Ali's men went over to 
the enemy, and the reft were foon put to flight • 
.Ali was made prifoner, and conaemncd to lofe 
his eyes by his brother, whom, contrary to the 
cullom of Pel}ian monarchs, he had permitted 
to enjoy his fight. 

I 
Ibrahim had in a !hart time fecured to hi<; in~ 

tercfts moft of the provinces and chief cities,· 
and found himfelf at the head of an hundred 
anq twenty thouf.md men: but the young prince 
Sbahrokh, who was favoured by the Khwofanian.r, 
fiood between him and the throne ; and, as the 
treafury was at Afrfl'ed, he defpaired of being 
fixed in his government, till he had in his power 
the peifon and wealth of his rival: with this in­
tent he aCted with a deep diffimulation, :md fent 
one of his minifters to Mejbed, with a declaration, 
that Shahrok.h was now the undoubted heir if fwrJ 
rrJya/ families, of Sefi. by hi.1 mother, and of 
Nader Shah, Ly his father; that ·Ibrahim wt1s 
determined, tberefore, to place b;m rm the throne of 
his ancf'jlors at Ifpaban, where the formlr Kings of 
Perfia had r!fided. The Chiefs of Khorafon agreed, 
that the young prince was heir to the crown, 
but fent word to Ibrahim, that it would be 
necc:fi'ary to fi.nith the ceremonies of the corona .. 
tion without any further dc:lay: they accordingly 
wcot to the prince in the tower, where he had 

T ., been 
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been imprlfoned, and p:Ud homage to him, as 
their lawful fovereign; but the amiable youth, 
juil:ly apprehenfive of the dangers which fur~ 
round a throne, and of which at his tender 
age he had been a mournful witnefs, entreated 
them not to expofo him to a fiatt tJ /Itt.~ Jplendid 
mifory: they would not liften to his requdl:, and, 
after repoated oaths of lid('lity, brought him to 
the palace; where on the twentieth of September 
he took the fcepter of ferfo with a trembling 
hand. 

Ibrahim, finding that his projeCt had failed, 
had no refource left but open rebellion ; lit 
cau.fod himftlf to be proclaimed King, and ordered 
money to be ftruck in his name : but his un­
difcerning prodi!;ility brought him to dellruc­
tion ; he chafe his minifters among the meaneft 
of his officers, and raifed the moft ignorant 
foldiers to the higheft commands in his anDy : 
his beil: troops, juftly inccnfed at this condud:, 
either deferted to Shahrokh, or returned to their 
native countties i fo that in a ihort time he was 
almofi deferted, and had fcarcely ftreng:th enough 
to take po1feffi.an of li.om, which it would have 
been better for him never to have taken. He 
wa<; betrayed by his F.ds to the inhabitaats of 
this city, who lent him in chains to ,Mcjhed, along 
with hiS brother .Ali, whom he had kept in his 
palace : the officer, who conduB:ed the prifoners, 
thinking to recommend himtclf to J;be new 
king, 1lew Ibrahim in the way, and carried his 
head to Shahrokh, who turned afide from the 
bloody fight; but, when he caft his eyes upon 
.Ali, his regard for the memory of the princes, 
whom that monfter had murdered in cold blood, 
overcatQe bis ~tural fweetnef& of tenlper, anc\ 

lle 
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he gave orders for him to be immediately 
ftrangled. 

There was now a profptCt of tranquillity in 
the Pe!}ia1z empire 1 as the Shah had every qua­
lity, which promifed a happy reign : but there 
was one more pretender to the crown, a grand­
fan of Scliman Ill. whom Shahrokh, .perl1:1ps im­
prudently, had fuffered to live unConfined. This 
b,1rbarian concerted a plot a~inft the Shah, and, 
having by bribes and prmmfcs gained accds to 
his apartment, tore out the eyes of tl1e unfor­
tunate king, who in a lower ftation might haye 
prcfe:-vcd both his .fight and his happinefs. So 
cmel an act could not be long unpu:1ifl.u·d: the 
ruffian was fcizcd. and put to death with every 
aggravated circnmftanCI• of torture; but as the 
bJindncfs of S.~·ttlh f)kb l!lade him inc.1pable, by the 
laws ot Pt!!fin, of reignil!S'• he n::tained only the 
n!me of fUn~, whii!t all his affairs were con­
ducted by !1i:. minifl:crs: how long he lived, it 
has not been in our power to learn ; but it is e:Uy 
to conceive that his life could be neither long 
nor happy, unlcf~ he f~ent it in retirement, wh\.Te 
a fenfe of relig-ion might fupport him with hopes 
of a better ftatc, 

Thus, ill a p~riod if fi:..·ty J•'.7r.r. one of the moft 
beautiful Empires in the world was fo drenched 
in bhJOd, anll fo torn with c:tlamitic:; that not 
one heir to the di.tdcm r~maincd in a c.tpacity 
to wear it ; and a frnglc man of no high birth, 
in a life of the fume /muth, tieli\'crcd his country, 
1·aifcd it to the highc'i\ pitch of grandeur, and 
left it at his dratb no lcfs dit1rcffed than ever: 
fuch arc the mifc:ries which n.tturally flow from 
an immoderate love of dominion ; fuch :tre the 

I 4 ti 1,1iti 
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fruits of military glory, and fuch the fate of 
thofe kingdoms, whofe rulers prefer the pride of 
conqueft to the calmer joys of peace and to the 
welfare of their peoPle. 

Perjia has fince been divided into a number of 
independent gm•ernmcnts, and will probably 
continue in ,that ftate, till h"erim, who reigns in 
the midland prodnces, or .Abdalla, whofe domi­
nion~> extend from the Cafpian to the borders of 
India, or feme other of tile 1ival powers, fhall 
have the good, or bad, fortune to reduce the 
whole Empi1 e to fubjecl:ion. 

The fate of India has not been better; and 
from CanJahar to cape CcmiJrin, from the firaights 
of Kupele to the mouth ~f the Ganges, there has 
been a continual fcene of havock and confufion 
for a courfe of ye:m;: the vaft dominions of t,b.e 
Mo8lll we-re difmembered ; the Rajat and other 
/ndran plinces refufed to continue their alle­
giance to the Emperor, ar:d a dcfcendant of 'fa­
llle;/a,Je, who ftili retaim the title r)f Sbah Alem, 
or, King eft be World, was proteCh:d in the tents of 
European officers, whoft: emrloyct"!> ::tlfo had their 
1hare in the !Uin~ oflndoft.m. WJ,o knows) but 
that the time may come, '"hen the tichdl king­
doms of A.fia will be p1 ovince& of f!.;,ropean Em­
pires, and when the light of truth and rcafon will 
befpread oyertbefineftpart of the hJ.bita.bleglobe? 

. 
The aaions related in this volume have had 

a greater influence over the aff.tirs of Europe than 
we may be apt to imagine; for if Nader $ha!J 
had loft his life, which he fo wantonly expofed, 
in, his youth, the whole face of Ajia, and of 
thofe European kingdoms, which are conno9:ed 

with 
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with it, would have been different: if PecfUJ had 
not been delivered by this d:iring genius; the 
Ruffians would frill have po1feffed the rich pro­
vinces, which border on the Cafpian lake, and 
wou1d; no doubt, have attacked the 'Turks on the 
fide of Gmgia, which might have given them the 
dominion of the Black Sea, and might have 
opened a paffage to Confiantirlf)p/e itfelf; or, on the 
other hand, the 'TurRs, being rotrclfed of all 
lthdia, the ancient kingdom o Cyrus, might 
have driven the Rujjia!l.l from Ajia, and com~ 
pelled them to retire beyond the mountains of 
Caurafus ; lafily, if India bad not been drained 
of its treafures in I 7 3 B, the Mogul Empire 
would not have been weakened and divided, 
the Nawifb or Viceroys would not have declared 
themfelves independent of the Emperor, and 
confequently otir fottlements o1: tbe Ganges 'lWU!d 

JHJI htWe depended for proteflion on the court of 
Dehli. 

THE END. 

'" 



Advertifement. 

trHE.following Ejfay has already 6em printed, 
.L ~ way of Commentary on a CalleCli~n tff 
Eaftem Poems, to which it i's added; /Jut, as it 
contains many remarks on the manners of the 
Afiaticks, it flemed proper to /Je injerted in this 
Yolume, tifter the Life .of Nader Shah: it will 
k found- wry dilfirent, 6Dth in form and Jlyle, 
from the Treatip, which the .Author wrote in 
French on thefallt(fubje61, and pu/Jitjhed in 17.70, 
with his 'Iranf/ation of the King of Denmark~s 
Perfian Manufcript. Both thtfe Dijfertations 
were intendtd only as introduSor; to a much 
lm-ger @Ork, on.the Afiatick ~oetry, written in 
Latin for the crmwnienu if letu ned jorei'gners, 
and entitled, Poefeos Afiaticz Commentarii, 
which will be offered to the puhlick in the middle 
if next March. 
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POETRY of the EASTERN NATIONS. 

ARAB I A, I mean that part of it, whlcl> 
we call the Happy, and which the .Ajiaticls 
know by the name of r emm, feems to be 

the only country in the world, in which we can 
properly lay the fcene of paftoral poetry ; becanfe 
no nation at this dar can vie ·with the Arabians in 
the delightfulnefs o their climate, md the fim­
plic~ty of their manners. There is a valley, in· 
deed, to the north of Indr;Jlan, called Cajhmfr, 
which, accordi.Jig to an account written by a. 
native of it, is a perfeCt garden, exceedingly fruit· 
ful, and watered by a thoufand rivulets : but 
when its inhabitants were fubdued by the ftra­
tagem of a Mogul prince, they loft tl\eir happi­
nefs with their liberty, and .Arabia retained its 
old title without any rival to difpute it. Thefe 
are not the fancies of a poet ~ the beauties of 
Temen are proved by the concurrent teftimony 
of all travdlers, by the defcriptions of it in all 
the writinf of .ijio, and by the nature and 
1ituation o the country itfdf, which Jies be­
tween the eleventh and :fifteenth degrees Qf 
northern latitude, under a ferene fk.y, and ex· 
pofed to the moft favourable influence of the 
fun ; it is enclofed on one Jide by vaft rocks 

and 
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and deferts, and defended on the other by a 
te:mpeftuous fea, fo that it feems to have been 
defigned by Providence for the moil fecu~ :}.S 

well as the moil beautiful, region of the Eaft *. 
Its principal cities are Sanaa, nfuaJiy con:fidercd 

as its metropoli'! ; Zeb(d, a commercial town, 
that lies in a large plain near the fea of Omman ; 
and Adm, fUITCunded with pleafant gardens and 
wood~ which is :fituated dcven degrc;::s from 
the Equator, and feventy-fix from the Fortunate 
Qlantfs, or Canaries, where the geographers of 
Alia fix their firll meridian. It is obfervable 
tLat Mm, in the Eallern dialells, is precifely the 
fame word with Eden, which we apply to the 
garden of paradife : it has two fenfes, according 
to a flight difference in its pronunciation; its firll: 
meaning is a fettled abode, its fecond, delight, 
foftnefs, or tranquilliJy: the woni Eden [ad, 
probably, one of thefe fenCes in the facred text, 
though we ufe it as a proper name. We may 
alfo obferve in this place that Temm itfe]f takes 
its name from a word, which :ligt#.es wrdure, 
and filicity; for in thofe fultry climates, the 
freihnefs of the fhade, and the coolnefs of water, 

• I am at a 1of• to conceive, what induced the iUu&riou1 
Priace Wtmlir to tolltend, that r- a properly a put of 
Ioil.a; tor, not to mentiOD Ptlkt.J, and the other ancients, 
who c:onmlered: it as a proviDc:c of ArW, nor to iniift OD tla 
Ian mage of the COIUltry, which is pure ArJn,i, it i5 d.eftri~ 
beef bY the A.fot!ids thc:mfelves as a large diviion of that 
peninfuhl, which they caU Jtuirllhd bJ, ; .aod there is no 
more reafon for U!DexiDJ it to lwiia, becaafe the fea, which 
wa&es oae fide of it, 11 looked upon by lOme writcn as 
belon~g to the great Jtlil.mr ocean, than there would be fer 
annexauc. lt tD Per.fi#, bccaufe it U bolllU!cQ on aaolher .lide bt 
dllf Ptrji411 gut£ 
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are ideas almoft infeparable from that of :happi~ 
nf'fs ; and this may be a reafon why moft of the 
Orimtal nations agree in a tradition concerning 
a dclightfnl fpot, where the firft inhabitants of 
the earth were placed before their fall. The 
ancients, who gave the mime of Eudaimon, or 
llnppy, to this country, either meaned to tranflate 
the Ymrd re111en, or, more probably, only alluded 
to the valuable fr-ice.trees, and balfunick pl.tnts, 
that grow in it, and, without f~elking poeticallr, 
give a rtdl perfume to the air : now it is ccrt:un 
that all poetry receives a very confuleJ able m·· 
nament from the beauty of natural images; a.s the 
rofes of Sht~ron, the verdure of Cannel, the \iPes 
of Engaddi, and the dew of lbrmtm, are the fonr­
ces of many pleafing metaphors and comparifuns 
in the U.crcd poetry: thus the odours of Temcn, 
the mulk of H"dramut, and tbe pearls of Omman, 
fupply the .Arabian poets with a great variety of 
allufion<J ; and, if the remark of Hmnogmes be 
juft, that whatever is dcli'{l•tf<tl to the fenfts pro· 
duces the Beautiful when' it is defcribed, where 
can V{e find fo much beauty as in the Ea_Jirrn 
poems, which turn cbielly upon the lo ... ·elieft ob· 
je&s jn nature ? 

To purfuc thi!! topick yet farther: it is an oh· 
feLvation of D11nzetnur of Phalera, in his elegant 
treatifc upon ftyle, that it is not cafy to \\'Ti.te 
on agreeable fubjeCl:s in a difagreeable manni.X, 
and that beautiful ejtpreJ!ions naturally rife with 

• The writer of 2D old hiftory of the 7' ~~rlrfh Em;:" fays, 
« i'he tUr if Et]jl j-n-.s,. j..~&TUr is b/11 llJSY }Wut ;.1· 
,. f11111t, "~• ubaojl jMjfocates tin ./)irits, cmtfiJ b.J the "W.J 
fl tb41 DriugstW lihllt'> if tbt Arlillmnl Jisw," 

l><•utiful. 
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beautlful images ; for which nafon, fays he, t»o 
thing can be tRIH"e pleajjng than Sappho's poetry, 
whuh contains the deflriptt~m of gardem, and han· 
quet.r, jlowert and fruits, fountains and meadrws, 
nightingales and turtle--drnm, Woes a11d grace.r : 
tllus, when 1he fpeaks of a fiream Joftly murmuring 
among the brtm.ches, and the Zephyrs ;taying,throu/{h 
the !ea'IJf!l, wzth a found, that hrmgs tJn a quu:t 
flumber, her lines :Bow without labour as fmoothly 
as the rivulet fhe defcribcs. I may have altered 
the words of Dtmetrius, as I quote them by 
memory, but this is the general fenfe of his 
l'elllark, which, if it be not rather fpecious than 
juft, muft induce us to think, that the poets of 
the Ea.ft may vie with thofe of Eur()pe in the 

,graces of thetr Jillion, as well as in the livclinefs 
of their images : but we muft not believe that the 
Arabian poetry can pleafe only by its defcrip­
tions of beauty ; fince the gloomy and tenible 
objeCts, which produce the {ublimc, when th'ey 
are aptly defcribed, are no where more common 
than in the Difcrt and Sto1zy.Arabjrl"s; and, indeed, 
we fee nothing fo frequently painted by the 
poets of thofe countrie:i, as wolves and lions, 
precipices and forefts, rocks and wildernelfcs .. 

If we allow the natural objefu, with which 
the Arabs are perpetually converfant, to be fu!J. 
limr, arid beautiful, our. next ftep muft be, to 
confcfs that their comparifons, metaphors, and 
allegories are fo likewife ; for an allegory is a 
firing of mct:tpb.ors, a metaphor is a fhott fimile, 
and the :fineft: fimjles are drawn from natural 
objeds. It is true that many of the Etl!krn 
figures at'(' C"lmmon to other nations, but l'ome 
of them receive a _propriety from the manners 

, of the 4rabjtl1!11 who dwell in the plains and 
woods, 
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woods, which would be loft, if·they came from 
the inhabitants of cities : thus the Jew of li~ 
rality, and the IKiaur aJ rtputati~ are metaphora 
ufed by moft people ; but they are wonderfully 
proper in the mouths of thofe, who have fo 
much need of being refrdhed by the dews, and 
who gratify their feme of Urielling with the 
p_mrjl od1urs in the world. Again ; it is very 
ufual in all countries, to make frequent allufions 

. to the brlghtnefs of the celeftial luminaries, 
which give their light to all; but the metaphors. 
taken from them have an additional beauty, if 
we con1idcr them as made by a nation, who paf£ 
moft of their· nights in the open air, or in tents,. 
and confequently fee the moon and ftars in their 
greateft fplendour. This way of confidering 
their poetical figures will give many of them a 
grace, which they would not have in our lan-
guages : fo, when they compare the foreheads of 
{heir mifirejfos to the 11Wr1Jing, t!Jeir locks to the night, 
their faces to the fun, to the moon, or the hloj[oms of 
jafmzne, their cheeks to ro.fos or ripe fruit, their teeth 
to ptarls, hail:flones, and fnow-drrps, their tyts ta 
the flowers of the tuJrtij[tu, their trlrled hair t• 
b/aciflorpirms, and to hyacinths, their lips to rubies 
or wim, the frJrm of tbeir hreafis trJ ~,granates, 
and the colour of them to jnfJ'W, their jhapt to that 
of a pine~tree, and theirjlature to thtn of .a cyprtfs, 
11 palm~tree, or a javeli'ff, &c.* thefe compalifons, 
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many of which would feem forced in our idioms,' 
IJ.tVC undoubtedly a great delicacy in theirs, and 
affea thcir minds in a pcculPar manner ; yet upon 
the whole their :firiill.es are very juft and ftriking, 
as that of tbe blue eyes of a fine woman, bathed in 
tears, to 'Uio!tts dropping •u:ith dew*, and that of 
a warriaur, od't•am:Jng at the head of his army, to 
on' eagle Jai/i,Ig through the air, and pierdng the 
doud.r with his wings. 

Thefe are not the only advantages, which the 
natiYc9 of Ar.rbin enjoy abO\'C the inhabitants of 
lll•lft other countries: they prcfervc to this day 
th.: m.l.nDCl'S and cuftoms of their anceftors, who, 
IH their own account, were fettled in the province 
(If Dm:n .above three thoufand years ago ; they 
h,tYe never been wholly fubdued by any nation, 
an~t thoUgh the admir.U of Se!ii'n the Fir.ft made a 
t.k:fcent on their coafr, and exaded a tribute 
from the people of .AJen, yet the Arabians only; 
keep up a !how of allegiance to the Sultan, and 
ac1, on every important occafion, in open de­
fiance of his power,. relying on the fwiftnefs of 
their horfcs, and the vajl: extent of their forefts, 
in which an invc~.ding enemy muft foon per.ifu: 
but here I muft be undcrftood to fpeak of thofe 
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.lrabian.r, who, like the old Nomades, dwell con-
fiantly in their tents, and remo,•t from place to 
place acconling to the· feafons; for the inhabi-
tants of the cities, who traffick with the merchants 
of Europe in fpices, perfumes, and coffee, muft. 
have loft a great deal of their ancient fimplicity: 
the others liave, certainly, retained it; and, ex-
cept when their tribes are engaged in war, fpend 
their dJ.ys in watching their flocks and camels, 
or in repeating their native fangs, which they 
pour out alrnoft extempore, profeffing a contempt 
for the fi:.ltely pillar'l, and f<>kn1n buildings of the 
cities, compared with the nJtt.:ral charms of the 
country, and the coolncf)> d their tents: thus 
they pafs their livo. in the higheft pleafure, of 
which they have any conception, in the contem .. 
plation of the moft delightful objects, and in the 
enjoyment of perpetual fpring; for we may ap· 
ply to part of ~rabia that eleg::ant couplet of 
U'Plller in his poem of the Summer·ij/and, 

The gentle fpring, that but falutes us here, 
lnh::ahits there, and courts theru all the year. 

Yet the beat of the fun, which muft be very 
intenfe in a climate fo ncar the Line, is tempered 
by the fha.de of the trees, that overhang the 
va1leys, and by a number of frdh ftreams, that 
flow down the mountaips. Hence it is; that a} .. 

moft all their notions of fi·/i, ity are taken from 
frefbn~(s and 'lltrdu.re: it is a p-taxim among them 
that the three moft ch.trming objects in nature 
ire, * a green meadO'".o, a dear rh·ukt, "(md t1 

• See the life of Taftffl'ltlllf0 publi.fhed by Ofli~tr, page 2.99· 

~I ...,__y~ ;..a;J~ ,;.(1 
K 2 ..) beautiful 
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/J~autiful WIJman, and that the view of thcfe ob­
jet\s at the liune time 'alfords the greate!l delight 
unag.inable. Mtzlmme£-was fo well acquainted 
with the maxim of his countrymen, that he de­
fc1ibed the plcafures of heaven .to them, under 
the allrgmy of t«JI _fountailu, green bowers, anJ 
h/ack-c)'td girls, 3S the word Houri literally fig­
nifie& 1n ~rabi(k ; and in the chapter Of tlie 
Marning, towards the end of his .Aicortm, he men· 
tions a gahien, called /rem, which is no lefs ce­
lebrated" by the .Afiatirk poets than that of the 
Hefperides by the Greeks : it was planted, as the 
commentaton fay, by a king, named Shtdtul, 
and was once feen by an .Arabian; who wandered 
verv far into the deferts in fearch of a loft camel : 
it Was, probably, a name invented by the im­
ponor, as a type of a future ftate of happiuefs. 
Now it is certain that the genius of every nation 
i., not a little affeCted by their climate ; for, 
whether it be that the immoderate heat difpofcs 
the Enfl~rn people to a life of indoletlce, whitb 
gn•es them fullleifure to cultivate their talents, 
or whether the fun has a real iD.ftuence on the 
imagination (as one would fuppofe that the An­
citm& believed, by their making Apollo the god 
ot poeh 1 ); whatever be the caufe, it has always 
been renwked, that the.Afotid.r excel the inha­
bitants of our colder rL•gions in the live1inefs of 
their f.mcy, and the richot:is of their invention. 

To carry this fubje8. one fi:ep farther: as the 
Arabians are fuch admirers of beauty, and as thf'i 
enjoy fuch eafe and leifure, they muft natur.Uly 
be fufceptible of that pojfion, which is the true 
fpring and fource of a~eeable poetry; and we 
find, indeed, that /r.w has a greater fhare in 
cheir poems than any other pafiion : it feems to 

bt 



OF THE EASTERN NATIONS. 

be always uppermoft in their minds, and there 
is hardly an elegy, a pafle~ck, or even a 
fatire, in their language, which does not begin 
with the complaints of an unfortunate, or the 
exultations of a fuccefsful, lover. It fometimes 
happens, that the young men of one tribe are 
in love with the damfels of another ; and, as 
the tepts are ~uently removed on a fudden, 
the lovers ar,~: often feparatcd in the prugrefs of 
the courtfhi_P : hence almoft: all the .Arabick poems 
open in this manQ.er; the aulhor bewails the 
fudden departure of his miftrefs, Hinda, 1\laia., 
Zeineb, or Azza, and defcribes her beauty, corn­
paring her to a wanton fawn, that plays among 
the aromatick :fhrubs; his frirnQs endctavour to 
comfort him. but he refufes confulation ; he 
declares his refolution of vifiting hi£ beloved, 
thou~h the way to her tribe lie through a dread­
£.1 wild.ernefs, or even through a den of lions ; 
here he commonly gives a defcription of the 
horfe or camel, upon which he defisns to go, 
and thence pafi"es, by an eafy tranfition, to the 
principal fubjed: of his poem, whether it be the 
praife of his own tribe, or a fatire on the timi­
dity of his friends, who refufe to attend bim in 
his expedition ; though very frequently the piece 
turns wholly upon love. But it is not fufficicm 
that a nation have a &enius for ~try, uulc& 
they have the advantage of a ricl1 a.qd. beautiful 
language, that their ~prefiions may be worthy 
of their fentiments; the babiaw have this ad­
'Vanta~ alfo in a high degree : their language is 
~ve, ftron~, ionorqus, and the moft: co­
pwus, perhap1, m the world ; Ear, as ahqoft 
every tribe had many wordl appropria~ t~ 
i.tfel~ the poets, for the convenience qf their 
mrafure. or fomctlmes for their 4•1ll!lar beauty, 

· l l!l•4e 
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made ufe of them ~' and, as the poems be­
came popular, thcfe words were by degrees 
incorporated with the whole language, like a 
number of little frreams, which meet togetlter 
in one channel, and, forming a moll plenfiful 
river, :B.ow rapidly into the fea. 

If this way of arguing a priori be admitted in 
the prefent cafe, (and no fingle man has a right 
to infer the merit of the Eqftern poetry from the 
~s themfelve'S, becaufe no fi.Dgle man has ~ 
privilege of judging for all the reft) if the fore­
going ~rg:ument have any weight, we muft con­
chlr!e that the Arah;an1, being ~rpetually con­
vc.:rfant wit'l the moft bnutifuf objecb., fpending 
a cahn ant'~ a:greeable life in a fine climate, being 
extremely ad:iicl:eJ to the fofter pa:ffions, and 
hning the aJvantage of a language fingnhrly 
adapted to poet1 y, mufl: be natUrally excellcht 
pods, provided that thcir manmrs and u!ftoms 
).>e fa\•ourable to the cultivation of that art; 
aJ\d that they are highly fa, it will not be dif­
Jicult to p1ove. 

The fondnefs of the Arabians for poetry, and 
the refpe...1: which they fhow to poets, would be 
fcarce believ~ if we were not affured of it by 
writers of great author.i.ty: the principal occa· 
1i.ons of n:joicing among them wei-e formerly, 
and, very probably, arc to this day, the birth 
pf a boy, the foaling of a mare, the arrival of 
a gueil, and the rife of a poet in their tribe : 
~·hen a young Arabian has compofed a good 
poem, a11 the neighb.ours pay thPir complimebts 
to his family, and congratulate them upon 
having a relAtion capable of recording their 
i"Cli!Jlli, and of recommending their virtue.:; tQ 

' .. ' • • rofl.crit~·. 
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pofterity. At the beginning of the feventh 
century, the Arabic It langnage was brought to 
a high degree of perfeaion by a fort of poetical 
Academy, that ufed to a1femble at ftated times, 
in a place called Ocadh, where every poet pro· 
duced his heft compofition, and was fure to 
meet· with the applaufe that it deferved : the 
mofi ·excellent of thefe pQems were tranfcribed 
in charad:ers of gold upon Egyptian paper, and 
hung up in the temple, whence they were named 
ltfodbahehat, or Golfkn, and Moallakat, or Suf­
pended: the poems of this fort were called Caf-
ji-id.t' s or erlatues, * feven of which are preferved 
in our libranes, and a1-e confidered as the fineft 
that were written before the time of Mohomed. 
The fourth of them, comJ_??fed by Lebfd, is purely 
paftoral, and extremely hke the 4/c:..iJ of l'irKi!, 
but far more beautiful, becaufe it is more aQI·ce-
able to nature : the poet begins with pra.tfing 
the charms of the f.ur Nov.ira (a word, which 
in .drabick fignifies a timo~u fawn) but invcighs 
againft her unkindnefs ; he then interwcav¥ a 
defcription of his young camel, which he com-
pares for its fwiftnefs to a ftag purfued by the 
hounds ; and takes occafion afteNranis to men-
tion his own riches, accomplill:unents, liberalitr, 
and valour, his noble birth, and the glory of 
J;lis tribe : the diction pf this poem is eafy and 

• Thef~ feven poems, dearlytran[CTibed with explanatory 
notn, are among /'or~dt's manufcript~ at O.'f•ord, N'0 16+: 
the names of the teVCln poeb are .41111"aiftis, ~ arafa, Zebdr, 
LthiJ, Alflnr11, Awm,, and Hnr.th. In the fanoe ec>lleilion, 
N" 174, there :s a manufcript, containing above forty othe~ 
poems, which had the honour of being fufpended in the 
tcm.Ple at Metr4: this volume ia lUI. inelUmablc: treafure of 
iiJlCI~t bdir# litel'ature. 
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iimple, yet elegant, the numbers :lowing and 
muiical, and the fentiments wonderfully natu­
ral ; as the learned reader will fee by the follow· 
iag paB'age, which I fhall attempt to imitate in 
verfe, that the merit of the _POet may not be 
wholly loft in a verbal tranfiation : 

But ah! th'" knuul jl "'' in what youthful pray 
Our night.r, beguif d 'flJith pleafure, fwom tJWilJ; 

Gay fongs, and chterfid tides, deceJ'IJ'd the time, 
.And circling goblets made a tuneful chime ; 
Sweet wtU the draught, and fweet the blt'XJ111i'!l maid, 
Who touch' d her lyre beneath the fragrant jbade; 
Wefifd till 1Mrningjurpled nlry j7ain; 
'The dam{ilr flumhei', , but we }if iJ agai"' 
fie walti'!t birds, that fung 1111 t'V'ry tree 
'I!Jtir early noles, were rwt Jo blithe as WM*· 

The MahOIIUidtm writers ~ • !lory of thio 
poet, which defcrvcs to be mentioned here:' it 
wall a cuftom, it feeJW~, among the old .ArabitJIZI, 
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for the moft eminent vedifiers to himg up fomc 
chofen couplets on the gate of the temple, as a 
publick challenge to their brethren, who ftrove 
to anfwer them before the next meeting at 
Ocadh, at which time the whole affembly ufed 
to determine the merit of them all, and gave 
fame mark of diftinaion to the author of tht: 
fineft Verfes. Now Lebid, who, we are told, 
had been a violent oppofer of ltfahomed, fixed a 
poem on the ~te, beginning with the foUo:ftJ 
dillich, in which he apparently meaned to r 
upon the new religion ; .be not all things win, 
whicb come 1WI from God r and will not all ~noun 
decay, but thoft, which lk confers* r Thefe lines 
appeared fo fublime, that none of the poets ven .. 
tured to anfwer them ; till Mahomed, who wu 
bimfelf a poet, having compofed a new chapter 
of his J.lcoran (the fecond, I think) placed the 
DP,tning of it by the fide of Ubid's poem, who 
nJ fooner read it, than he declared it to be fume--
thing divin~ confdredhis.own inferiority, tore 
his vetfes from the gate, and embraced the re-
ligion of his rival,; to whom he was afterwartls 
extremely ufeful in replying to the fatires of 
.Amralkeir, who was continually attacking the 
_dofuine of MJJ&.ned: tllefijiaticks add, tllat tlleir 
lawgiver acknowledged fome time after, that no 
;heathen poet had ever produced a nobler diftich 
tllan that of Lebid jut> quoted. 

• ID Ar~tlitl~ 
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There ~ a few other colledioos of. ancient 
Ardiel. poetry; but the moLl famous of them 
is called Ham4fa, and contains a number of 
epigrams, odes, and elegies, compofed on various 
ocCafions : it was compiled by .JJJU 'T mzam, who 
was an excellent poet himfelf, and ufed to fay, 
that fine fontimen.ts delivered in proft were like gems 
ft_attered at random, but that, when they were con­
fined in a pottica/ meafure, they re{emblcd hracelets 
and firings of pearls*· When t"he religion and 
language of Mahomed were fpread over the 
gr:eater part of .Ajia, and the maritime countries 
of Africa, it became a falhion for the pOets of 
Petjia, Syria, EMpt, Mauritania, and even of 
Y'artary, to write m Arabick; and the mofl: beau~ 
tiful verfes in that idiom, compofed by the 
brighteft geniu.s's of thofe nations, are to be 
fet"n in a large mifcellany, entitled rateima ; 
tho-11gb many of their works are tJ:.anfcdbed 
feparately : it wiU be needlefs to fay much on 
the poetry of the Syrian!, 'rartariatu, and .Afri­
caru, fince moft of the arguments, before ufed 
in favour of th~ Arabt, have equal weight with 
refped. to the other Mahomedaru, who have done 
little more than imitate their ftyle, and adopt 
their expreffions ; for whic:h reafon alfo I fhall 

• In .Jralmi, 
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dwell the fh.orter time on the genius and man .. 
ners of the Ptr}ians, Turks, and lndC!ns. 

The areat empire, which we call P ERSI.A, 
is known to its natives by the name of Iran; 
fince the word Perfia belongs only to a particular 
province, the ancient Perjis, and is very impro­
perly applied by us to the whole kingdom : but, 
in compliance with the cuftom of our geogra~ 
phers,, I fhall give the name of Perfia to that 
celebrated country, which lies on one :fide be-­
tween the Cajpian and Indian leas, and extends 
on the other from the mountains of Candahar, 
or Paropamifus, to the confluence of the rivers 
Cyrus and Araxu, containing about twenty de­
grees from foutb to north, and rather more from 
eaft to weft. 

In fo vaft a tn.Ct of land there mull needs be 
a great variety of climates: the fouthern pfOoo 
vinccs are no lefs unhealthy and fultry, than 
thofe of the north are rude aitd unpleafil.nt ; but 
in the interior parts of the empire the air is 
mild and temperate, and, from the beginning 
of May to September, there is fcarce a cloud to 
be fecn in the iky: the remarkable calmnefs of 
the lumruer nights, and the wonderful fplendour 
of the moon and ftars in that country, often 
tempt tbc Pn:fimu to neep on the tops of their 
honfcs, which are generally :llat, where they can­
not but obfervc the figures of the conftcllatiol}s, 
and the variOus appearances of the heavens; and 
tills may in fome mcafure account for theperpetllll 
allufions of their poet,, and rhetoricians, to the 
beauty of the heavenly bodies. \Ve are apt to 
,ccnfure the oriental ftyle for being fo full of 
p:lCtarhors taken from the fun and moon : t~ 
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is afcn'bcd by fome to the bad iafte of the A.fia· 
tida; th~ 'Wf1ris of Jht Ptr}ill1U, fays M. de v,/. 
taire, are like the titles of thtir kings, in which 
the frm and lllfJfJII art often introduud: but they do 
not re8eB:, that every nation has a fet of ima~s, 
and exprefiions, peculiar to itfelf, which arife 
&om the difFerence of its climate, manners, and 
hiftory. There feems to be another reafon for 
the frequent allufions of the Perfians to the fun, 
which may, perhaps, be traced from the old 
langua!l'? and popular religion of their country: 
thus Mibriddd, or ~Iithridatu, figni6.es the gift if 
the fon, and anfwers to the Theodorus and Diodati ' 
of 9ther nations. As to the titles of the Eafiern 
monuchs, which feem, indeed, very extrava­
gant to our ears, they ire merely 'fOrmal, and 
no lefs void of meanin~ than thofe of Eunptan 
princes, in which firnuiJ and !{hnefi are often 
attributed to the moft g"""J, /..,.mi.n;kd, of 
men. 

The midland provinces of Ptr.fia abound in 
fiuits and :Rowers of almoft every kind, and. 
with proper culture, might be made the gardCll 
of .Afta : they are not watered, indeed, by any 
con&derable river, :Iince the 'ligris and E.phrates, 
the Cyrus and .Araxes, the Oxur, and the five 
branches of the Indus, are at the fartheillimits 
of the kingdom ; but the natives, Who have a. 
tum for agriculture, fuJ>Fy that defed: by arti· 
ficial canals, wbicb fufficiently temper the dry· 
ndil of the foil ; but in faying they fopply that 
defeCt, I am falling into a common error, and 
reprefenting the country, not as it is at prefent, 
but as it 'WfJI a century ago ; for a long feries of 
civil wars aDd matfacres have DOW •'"""--' the 

-"·'~hi~ 
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chief beauties of Perfra, by ftripping it o£ its 
moil indufirious inhabitants. 

The fame difference of climate, that afFeCts 
the air and foil of this extenfive country, ~ves 
a variety alfo to the perfons and temper Of its 
natives : in fome province~ they have dark com· 
plexionS, and harlh feature.;; m others they are 
cxquilltely fair, and well made ; in fome others, 
nervous and robuft: but the general chan&er 
of the nation is that foftnefi, and /ow of pleafure, 
that indr;/ence, and effeminacy, which 1iave made 
them an eafy prey to all the weftem and northern 
{warms, that have from time to time invaded 
them. Yet they are not wholly void of martial 
fpirit ' and, if they are not naturally brave, they 
arc at leafi: extremely docii~ and might, with 
proper difcipline, be made excellent foldiers : 
but the greater part of ihem, in the iliort inter­
vall of peace that they happen to enjoy, con· 
ftantly :fink into a ftate of inaffivity, and pafs 
their lives in a pleafurable, yet frudious, retire· 
ment; and this may be one reafon, why Perjia 
has produced more writers of every kind, and 
chiefly pt;elt, than all Europe together, fince their 
way of life gives them feifure to purfue thofe 
arts, which cannot be cultivated to advantage, 
without the greateft calmnefs and ferenity_ of 
mind. There is a manufcript at O:tford *, con­
taining ti.Jt li'Vts of an hundred and thirty-fiw of 
the fi_nejl Pn:fian poet!, moft of whom left very 
ample collections of their poems behind them: 
but the verfJJiers, and 1Mdtrate poets, if HDriUt 

• In Hyperoo Bodl. uS. There is a p:ef"atory difcourCe to 
this cwi.oa• work, whi.dl c:omprifes the lives or tc:n 4rdia 

I"'"· 
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will allow any fuch men to exift, are without 
number in Perfia. 

This delicacy of their lives and fentiments has 
iofenfi.bly affeaed their lang'!lage, and rende1 ed 
it the fofteft, as it is one of the richeft, in the 
world : it is not po1Jible to convince the reader 
of this truth, by quoting a pafi"age from· a Per· 

}ian poet in EW'Opean charaCters~ lince the fweet• 
nefs of found cannot be detennined by the fight, 
mel many words, which are foft and mufical 
in the mouth of a Per.fian, may appear harflt to 
our eyes, with a number ot confonants and 
guttnra1s: it may not, however, be abfurd to 
fet down in this place. an Ode of the poet Hafez, 
which, if' it be not fufficient to prove the de .. 
lie~ of his language, will at leaft fuow the 
livelinefs of his poetry : 

• 
.Ai had nedmi yD.rdari, 
Zan nifhei' mtijhchar dari : 
Zinhar mecr.m diraz.-defii! 
Ba turrei' D cbt cb dari ? 
.Ai gul, to llljti wa ruyi zeibajh f 
0 ta:IU~, wa to kharbdr dari. 
Nerkes, to cujti wa chejhmi mr:jli!J'h! 
0 [erkhojh, wa to lthumdr dori. 
At Jeru, to ba ltaddi bulendejb, 
Der hagh che iJtebaro dari f 
.Ai aid, to ba wujUdi ijhkejh 
Der deft che ikhtiy4r dari! 
Rihan, to cujt1 wa llhatti fobufo r 
0 mujbc, wa to ghubt1r dari. 
Ru:Q hurts bewtijli Hafiz, 
Gber talati ynti..U dari. 

That 
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That is, word for word, 0 fw«t gJJ!e., thuu hear(/1 
the fragrant fient of my befovt,d ,· thence it is that 
thou.hofl this muflJ odo,U!'• Beware I (/Q not flea/: 
whtJt haft thou to do Wl/h her tre}fos? 0 rofe, what 
tzrt t!Mu, to he compared with her brigbt facer She 
i.r frejh, and thou art rcugh with thorn.r. 0 nar-
cij[us, what art thou in crnnparifon of her languifo. 
ing eye f Jk~ eye i.r only Jleep:b but tbrJU art fiik and 
Jamt. 0 pme, compared With her graufulflaJure, 
v.:hat honour hafl thau in the garden f 0 wi[dom, 
what 'WOuld.ft thou ch6(}fi, ·if to dXNJe were zn th, 
puwer, in preference to her lfl'l.'t f 0 Jweet bofil, 
u•hut art thfJu, to he compa,·ed 'l.i:it h her [rejh che~.~.d 
'They. are perfec1 mufo, but thou art}'~" u:ithered-
C.ame, ~~ hefh .. ed, and chtmn Hnfiz with thy pre--
fiitce, if thcu canfl but flay 'iL'ith him for a jingle 
day. This little fang is not unlike a fonnet 
afcribed to Sba.~efpcare., which deferves to be 
G,ited here, as a proof that the Eaftern imagery 
i:i not fJ different from the Europetm as we are 
apt to imagine. 

'The jGrward 'l.'iolet thUs did I chide: 
" Su·eet tbiif! whmce tfidjl tbou flea/IIIJ Jweet 

" thai fl1U:IIs, 
" lf not from m_v love's breath r tfhe fdrP.Ie pride, 
" 11·bicb (In thyfift cheek for compkxron dwells, 
i' In my ltn•c's veins thou baj} too grrfjly dyed!" 
'1he HI;• lto11denmedjar thy b.and, 
.And buds if mmjoram had fiol"n thy hair; 
'Ihe rofts fearfully on thorns did.fland, , 
One hlujhi11g }ham, ancthrr wh1te difpatr; 
A tb;rd, nr;r red, nor white hadjlo/'n uf hrdh, 
.A11ito his robb'ry had annelid fhJ. breath; 
But for his theft, in pride of all IJU growth, 
.4 'IJtngeful canJ.:er elll him up to dt4th. 

Moro 
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.Mare jlwlrs /Sed, ytf I ntm4 cotUd fie, 
But ftent or tolfiUT it hadfiJ'n/t'fJIII thee. 

Shai-JP<tm's Poems, p. 207. 

The Perf= !lyle u faid to be ridiculoully 
bombaft, and this fault is imputed to the fia:vi1h 
fpirlt of the nation, which is ever apt to mag­
nify the objefu that are plaeed above it : theie 
are bad wnten, to be fore, in every country, 
and as many in .A.fia as clfewhere ; but if Voe 
take the pains to learn the Perfian language, we 
thall find that thofe authors, who are perally 
cfteemed in Peifia, are neither fiavifh in their 
fentiments, nor ridiculous in their a.preflions : 
of which the following patfage in a moral work 
of Sadi, entitled Bcjldn, or, The Garden, will be 
a futlicient proof. I ha'IJe beard that fli1lg Nujhir­
Wl1l, jufl before his death, jpoke thUJ to his Jon 
HontJUZ : Be lJ guardian, my [on, to tl,e pt;gr and 
klpl¢; and be not confined tn the chain.r if thl 
rwn jndl;lenet. No one can he at eafo in thy dol/U­
nion, while tbr.u flehfi onll. thy priwte rrfi, •ml 
foyeft, It is enough. .4 wift man will ~~ apprO'IJe 
the jhepherd, who Jkeps, while tbt 'WfJ/f ism the 
fold. Go, my (on, protell thy weall and indigtnt 
jnple; fince througD them iJ ~ king raifid to the 
diadem. 'The peop1~ art the rw~; fmd the !ting iJ 
the tne that grDfiJJ frwn it; and thetrte, 0 myfon, 
tkriws its jl""gtb frolnthe I'Dill *· 
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Are thefc mean fentiments, delivered in poD)~ 
pous language? Are they not rather worthy of 
our moft fpnited writers ? And do tl!ey not 
convey a fine leffon for a young king? Yet Sadi's 
poems are highly efteemed at Confla/Jtinople, and 
at !JPaban; though, a century or two ago, they 
would have been fupprefi'ed in Europe, for ~J?.read~ 
ing with too ftrong a glare the light of liberty 
and reafon. ' 

As to the great Epick poem of Ferduji, which 
was compofed in the tenth century, it would 
require a very long treatife, to explaiJL all its 
beauties with a minute exatl:nefs. The whole 
coll«Vpn of that poet's works is called SOah~ 
11/Jma, ·and contains the hiftory of Perjia, from 
the earlieft times W the invafion of the .Ar.Jbs. 
in a feries of Yel y noble pvcms ; the longeft and 
moft regul.lr of which is an heroick; poem of 
one great anCI ifltctrf~ing ac1:ion, namely, t/1e 
deli7Jery of Pe, ,;,,., bj Cyrus from the opprdli.ons 
of Afi a.fiab, .k.iu.o of the 1"ranfo:tan 'Tartary, who 
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being ailifted by the empcrours of India and 
China, together with all the dremons, giants, and 
enchanters of A.fia, had c<trricd his conquefts 
very far, and become exceedingly fonnidable to 
the Per.Jians. This poem is longer than the Iliad; 
the charaaers in it arc various and frriking; the 
figures bold and animated ; and the diclion 
every where fonorous, yet noble; poli:lhOO, yet 
full of fire. A great profufion of learning bas 
been thrown away by fame criticks, in com­
paring H(j11/tr with the heroick poets, who have 
fucceeded him :; but it requires yery little judg­
ment to fee, that no fuccceding poet whatever 
can wiftt any propriety be compJicd with Ho­
mer : that great father of the Greci,m poetry and 
literature, had a genius too fnritful ant com­
prehenfive to let any of the fhiling parts of 
nature efcape his obfcn'ation ; and the poets, 
who have followed him, have done little more 
than tranfcrihe his imag,s, and give J. new dt efs 
to his thoughts. Whatever elegance and re­
finement~ tlierefore, may have been introduced 
into the works of the moderns, the fpirit and 
invention of £1-ftmer have ever continued without 
a rival : for which rcafons I am tdr from pre­
tending to affert that the poet of Petjia is C<JUal 
to that of Greeu; but there is certainly a very 
great refernblancc between the works of thofc 
extraordinary men : both drew their images 
from nature heifelf, without catching them only 
by "rcfleffion, and painting, in the manner of 
the modern poets, tbe likentfi Dj a likenifs; and 
both pofi'dfcd, in an eminent degree, that rith 
and cr«Uiw immztiun, •u:hich iJ tl•e t·try foul of 
p.etry. 

•• 
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As the P erfians borrowed their poetical mea­
lures, and the forms of their poems from the 
.Arabians, fo the •ru RRS, when they had canied 
their arms into lr!.fopoto.mia and .A./Jyria, took 
their numbers and their tafte for poetry from 
the Perjian.t; 

Grteria capta fcrum vid:orcm cepit, et artes 
Intulit .tgtclli Latio. 

In the fame manner as the Greek compolitions 
were the models of all the Roman writers, fo 
were thofe of Perlia imitated by the Turks, who 
confiderably polilhed and enriched their lan­
guage, naturally barren, by the number of fimplc 
and com'pountl word'l, which they adopted from 
the Pe~/inn and Arabick. Lady Wortley Montague 
very jufily obfen•cs, that we want thaft campmmd 
wor!iJ, •wMrh me 'l.'f"Y frerjlu7JI and firong in the 
'1urkijh /angunge; but her interpreters led her 
into a mifi:ake in expbininrr one of them, which 
the tranflate!o flmr-e)'ed, and thinks a 'Very Ji'l.•ely 
inzat.r of the fire ;;nd ilzdi/forencr in the eyes if the 
royal bride: now it never entered into the mind 
of an Ajiatick to complre his miftrefs's eyes to 
thofe ot a ftag, or to give an image of thrir fire 
and i11Jiffirmce ; the Turks mean to exprefs that 
fulhzljj, J.nd, at the fJ.me time, that /o/t and /an-­
guijhillg h!flre, which is "peculiar to the eyes of 
their bc.mtiful women, and which by no means 
refcmblcs the unpleafin!( wildnefs in thofe of a 
fbg. The oriW,nal epithet, I fuppofe, was *Aha 
ebejhm, or, w1th the eyrs of a young fawll: now 

I take 

• This epithet feenu to anfwer to the Grui ~,, 
wbi\':h o11r g1amm:uians properly interpret ft.- •1zri1 u.b1 ,. ~ -~ 
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I take the AM to be the fame animal with thl." 
Gazdl of the .Arabians, and the Zabi of the He~ 
brtWs, to which their p_oeLs allude in almoft 
every page. I have feen one of thefe animals ; 
it is a kind of antelope, exquifitely beautiful, 
with eyes uncommonly black and large. This 
is the fame fort of roc, to which Sr;/omor! alludes 

• in this delicate fimile: Thy two hreafls are like two 
young roes, tbat are twins, which play amcmg the 
lilies. 

A very polite fcholar, who has lately tranib.ted 
Uxteen Odes of Hafiz, with learned illuftrations, 
blames the '{itrkijh poets for copying the Perjians 
too fervilC"ly : but, furely, they are not more 
blameable than 11flrau, who not only imitated 
the meafures and exprcffious of the Greeks, but 
even tranfiated, almoil \'. ord for word, the 
brighteft p.W:ages of Aluzus,Ailflcreon, and otlters; 
he took lefs from Pindar than from the reft, be­
caufe the wildnefs of his numbers, and the obfcu­
tity of his alhdioas, wet e by no means fuitable to 
the genius of the Latin language : and this. may, 
perhaps, explain his ode to Julius .A.nto11ius~ who 
might have advifed him to ufe more of Pindm ':> 
manner in celebrating the vidories of Augu.ftus. 
Whatever we may tfiink of thU. objedion, it is 
certain that the 9:ur/.>ifo. empire b:u. produced a. 
great number of poets ; feme of whom had no 
fmall merit in their way: the ingenious author 
juft mentioned afi"ured' me, that Lhe 'iurk{/h fa­
tires of Ruhi Bagdadi were very forcible and 

Mm• r)_ It lfHf!"fl•: if it were permitted to make any inno­
.. ati.oa• in a dead lmpage, we might apre!s the 'l"url'.fh 
adjeain by the word ... ,~. which would, I dare fay, 
lme fonlQi agreeably tv* Grnh dlemfclvu. 

' ' llriking, 
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firiking, and he mentioned the opening -of one 
of the:n, which feemed not unlike the manner 
of Ju"f..•enal. At tbe beginning of the laft cen~ 
tury,. ~ work was P}lblilb.ed at Conflantinople, 
conta.mmg the fineft vetfes of ji'Ve hundred and 
for(v-nine 7"urkijb poets, which proves at leaft that 
they are fingularly fond of this art, whatever 
may be our opinion of their fuccefs in it. 

The defcendants of 'l'amerlane carried into 
India the lang:na~c and po~try of the Perfians; 
and the lwlitm pods to thls day compofe their 
verfcs in imitation of them. The heft of their 
works, that have p:1ffeJ through my hands, are 
thofe of lf.::::.ein, who Ii·ocd fome years ago at 
JJemires, with a great reputation for his parts 
and leatning, and wa'i known to the Eny,lijh, 
who rcfided there, by the name of ti-t• Ph:J~fpher. 
His poems are elegant and lively, and or:e of 
tht.'m, Oil tbe deparlure of lir fiimdJ, would fuit 
our language admirably well, but is too long to 
be infcrtcd in this cifJ.v, 'l11e bzdia!'ls ~re foft 
and voluptuouc;, but :uiftU and inlinccrc, at leaft 
to the Europemu, whom, to fity the truth, they 
have had no great re:llon of bte years to admire 
for the oppoJitc virtues : but they arc for:d of 
poetry, which they lc:1rned from the Perjians, 
and may, pcrh:tp~, before the clofc of the cen­
tury, be as fond of a more formidable art, which 
they will learn from thC Englijh. 

I muft requeO:, that, tn befto\\ing thefe praifes 
on the ·writings of .A/i1r, I may not be thought 
to derogate from the merit of the Greek and 
Latin poems, which have juftly been admired 
in every age ; yet I cannot but think that our 
Europea11 poetry has fubfifted too long on the 

L ~ pc:rpet•ol 
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~ual repetition of the fame images, and 
mcdfant allufions to the fame fables : and it has 
been my endeavour for feveral years to inculcate 
this truth, that, if the principal writings of the 
.Aftaticlu, which are repofited in our publick 
libraries, were printed ·with the ufual advantage 
of notes and illufrrations, and if the languages 
ef the Eafirrn nations were fiudicd in oUr great 

•feminaries of learning, where e,·cry other branch 
of ufefol knowledge is taught to perfeCtion, a 
new and ample field would be opened for fpc~ 
culation ; we ihould have a more cxtcnfive in~ 
fight into the hifiory of the human mind; \\C 

fhould be furniihcd with a new fet of imlgcs 
and :fimilitudcs; and a numbrt of excellent com~ 
pofitions would be brought to light, w~1ich fu­
tli.re fcholars might explain, and future poets 
might imitJ.tc. 

Adver• 



Advertifement. 

THE grtatefi part of the fo!IO<ioing Piece war 
dejzgned to be ad .ed to a Grammar of the 

Perfian l.mgu ·bre, which was printed in 1771; 
but, as jt 'liW prroe11td from j(emg the light ot 
tb t/ timr, t/ is bcre ilJt::rt, d, ajttr the dlflourfo 
011 Eaf.eru Pcrtr)', to c~mp 1ete this ltfifteilany r;f 
Perlian Lit..:rature. It nr";bt euJi~ have btm 
fz;;dli!d'hJtO a /,1rger trea!ijc, by ad.ling more 
cr;prous ex!t af!J .fHi11l tl:.! Pcrfian 'W' iters, bo:b in 

• proje m:d 'i.'r'rj,•; but, tlf tl·e chcnge of f~v!e may 
• be fern as •u:dlm tr:n lt•u•s as in a th&uj.'md, it 

jel'med equal(!• u{tjid f1!!d I fi ojie'ltatious, to ex­
hilut 01/ly a .ft!W cbJj<'n /pr>cim"ns franz tlot br)J 
aurllOn, and chi~j!y jlom tb.• Poets, who, in all 
nations, bave ta~en tl.e grea:ejl failzs f:; l·armoniu 
and imprvue their lang/1t1gr. 
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PERSIAN LANGUAGE. 

M oST of IDj" readers will apprehend, that, 
in attempting to trace the progrei's of 
the Perjitm lalljjuf1ge, tlJroup-h a period 

of two thou£:md years, 1 am en~~·: i••,:, inca ,:. fub­
jetl:, "'h.ich will afford thc~1 ~r~r.J.t ~ ai. J:.."ffient 
nor inftrutlion, and can be --:eabh' r- 'I" to 
thofc few men, who apply themfCI. :::.& r,• 1!•~ ob­
fcdrcr branches of literature, and have vr.::.-y little 
intercourfe with the rctl of mankind. The title 
of my piece fecms, indeed, to give a rcafonable 
~und for their apprehenfions; and the tranU­
tiOo appears rather abrupt, from tl:te hifiory of 
Monarchs to t 1 e bf,t!ory of mere u·ords, and from 
the revolutions ot t l•e Pel}irm Empire to the 
variat~ons of the Petjian idifim: but it fhall be my 
endeavour to remove, as far as poffible, the dry­
nefs of the fubjett, by intcrfperfing the natTative 
with a variety of Eafiirn anecdotes ; and, as to 
the fecond objcaion, it may be alledged, that 
a conftderable change ;,ltbe ltznguagt of any nation 
is ufoally effilled Dy a change in the g(X)ertunent; 
fo that literary and civil 5ij/t;ry are very nearly 
allied, and may often be ufed with advantage to 
prove 111d ill.u.firate one another. 

The 



Ta:~t HISTORY OF 

The Hiftory of the P.:ljiaJl tongue may be 
divided into four periods, like that of the Empire; 
not that the language was immedi.ltely altered 
upon every revolution of the :lbtc, but it is ob­
fervable, that, under each Dynafty of which we 
have any mono.mcnts rernainir..g, there wai an 
apparent change in the dialect of the kinW_Iom, 
cfpccially under the two lafr, namely, the Saj[.l­
nian and lUohammedtul dynaftics : and thcfc, in­
deed, are the only penods, of which we can 
freak with any dcg• cc of certainty. 

It is natural to fuppofe, that, in the inf.mcy 
of the Perfintz Empire, under C1itimar.u and },is 
d::fcendams, no great pain-; were t::tkcn to culti­
vate ar.d polifh the l:mguag.::, which in tha.t rud!! 
a~e muft needs be thought fuflicicntly elegant, 
if 1t were fu.fficiently clear and intelligible ; and 
·we are a.1fured by Herodr.flu, that, c\·cn aftr1· 
the reign of CYRUS, tbe u:htJ!e cdu.-athm if 
the Pnfian )''uth, fmn the a~e of ji'I.Jt ;wm to 
twenty, co'!(zfied ill three p'i11ts ~n!y, riJiJTf!, 
thr~wing the ja'i.:elin, and the pra8ice of mor~;/ 
'VirtJte ; which account is alfo confirmed by 
Xenophon. The ftory mentioned by Diodorus rf 
the old 'l.·olumes of parchment, en which tbe Peiftam 
were ohliged by a certain /au• to write the annals of 
their country, was probably im·ented. by CtejiaJ~ 
that he might give an ..Ur of authenticity to 
his impertinent fables; for fuch literary impof­
tures were as frequent among the Greek!, as 
among us, who imitate the Ancients in nothing 
but their failings. \Ve arc far from contending, 
however, that the ancient Perfians, efpecialfy 
thofe of the ftamd jMriod, were entire ftrangers tq 
the art of compofition either in verfe or prate J 
for there never was a nation fo rude and un· 
• j><>li!hed, 
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poliilied, who had not a cuflom of cekbr11tin~ 
tbe rwble afls of their ancejiorr, and illcitin~ one 
another by fong .1 and panegyricR r to an imitat1on of 
their 'Virtue ; and Straho, a very different author 
frvm Diodorus, afferts, that the Perfians ufld 
frequmtly to fing the praifos of their ancimt lkr«s 
IJIJd I}emigods, fomt:times with a mujical infoument, 
and frimettmes with the wice alone: but what their 
language rc.Uly was, what were their rules of 
verfification, or what was the courfe of their 
ftudies, no mortal can pretend to know with 
any fhadow of exadncfs. 

~,he G~et·!.: liifcorhns can give llll no light on 
this fubicft; for nci[hcr -Tbemiftr;c/n, ·who fpoke 
the di:-Ied: of p,.,;:,t like a native, though he had 
fpcnt only one yc.1r in learning it*, nor even 
~\n1cpl o11, YohoJC intimacy with tbe yormger Cyrus 
coahl D(•t h.~\·c heen contracted without a know­
ltdgc of his language, fccm to have re'ld the 
works of the Ptt')ians, or en:n to have known 
their char:.c1ers; but were p-a:hapfl contemed to 
cxprc1~ their fi:mimcnts in P~di11n with e.Ue and 
fluency. Nor are we much ;;:nlightencd by the 
writer:-. after Al~.xmtd..:r; not even by thoie, who 
l1ave dclcribcd the life of that Hero : for Cur­
til•s, who compiled his rhetorical Hiftory from 
the GruR anthms, fcems to have known as little 
of p~,:fi~m as of Scvthia11, though he drefi'es up 
a number of fpeeihes for the chiefs of tl10fe 
nations, which certai~Iy were never fpokcn by 
them. A few wonls, wdeed, are h~re and tht:re 

• '1'&-iftDelll Olt1lle iliad tempus (anni unilis fpatiatn) 
Jiteris fermoniqoe Ptr/ariDII dedit, quilnu adeC ~ditu.s eft, 
11t moltO commudiUs Uia.tor apud Regem \'Uba feeii"e, quim 
IIi pOCcrtD~ i,lli ill. J'fl-ji4crP~ nati. c,... N&~. in '1'/waift. 

inter-

" 
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interijicrfed in thefe hiftorics, which ar~ fiill 
ufed 1ll the modern idiom of Perfia *; but we 
can no more form an idea of a. whole l:mguage 
from a lift of broken phrafes or det.1.chcd epi­
thets, than we can judge of a poem or pit."cc of 
oratory, from an unconm:ded line O!" a fin,glc 
member of a period. 

Since the Grceli.s afford us fo little informatinn, 
nothing remains but to confult the Pt!tji{~·u 
themfelves ; and the gre:tt Trayeller C1•.Jr.1i,I, 
whom every Oricntalift nmfi: always mention 
with reverence, fecmo; to have cnqnired "..:ry 
diligently into the ancient Iangu.•ge of the 
people, among whom he rcf:.ded fo lung, and 
'91.•b.ofe manners he dcfcrilJes with fo much co-

• Thus Rus.,s, Ststir4, Psri.fstil, fcem to be eo•rupted 

from RDfosa ~-'-' Sit(,ra ~LN...a PPri:r..ada oU )~~ 
which lignify, SJ'[,,.!.J, a Star, .dnz~l-6Dm. Pafor,&.:uia, or, 
• Prine~ if tin Bl ~d, appcar1 to be compounded of P.fir 

f~ a Ch:/.1, and o~ G.J.z, a Hrm_- : i. e. • ~bild if 
t!JtR,Jal F11mily. To thi1 we may add, I- that Art or Ard U..Jt 
which begins ma..,y Ptrfi411 names, lignifies Stn11g; as .Ar­

tltjbir, Artaxerxe·, _r. U...Jl or. t{"JnjinngLi~n, .Artli'U!m 

or Ar.J~611, <..:J yo_, I fl"IH jlrtmg G.-tl, &c. z. that the 

termination datu, :u MitbriJ,t;:u•, &c. is the Perji1111 dU U I U 

and anfwers to the !"'ri@- of thf Gruls, lUI 'Et>~,o-. and 
the like. If it were poffible to recover a whole GataloP.e 
of thefe old Pvjiun names, fuch an enquiry would be lude 
more than learned trifling; for to collea a number of folitary 
word'!, without any bucks which they m.ight enable u1 to 
.read, would be liU procuring at random a multitude of keys. 
witlao11t any ca!ket which they might help w to Wllock. 

pioufuefs 
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pioufnefs and learning : but he declares, after 
all his refearchcs, " That the old PeTjian is a 
" language entirely loft; in which no books are 
" extant, and of which there are no rudiments 
" remaining : that the Gwbres, who are the 
" rc~1ains of the Pm:fis, or Adarert of Fire, have 
'" an idiom peculiar to thcmfelves ; which is 
'' fuppofed, by the Perfians in general, to be 
" rather a jargon of their own, than a part of 
" their a.J.:dent tongue : th:1.t, if you believe 
" their own account, the Magi, who rdided at 
" Tez.d in Carmania, have prcferved this Ian­
'' guage from father to fon, after the diifolution 
" of their Monarchy ; but that, for his part, 
" he .has found no reafon to give any credit to 
" their fl:ory : th:tt they have, indeed, fame 
" books in ftrange char:::Cl.ers, but he cannot 
'~ pctfw.de himfelf that they are old Petjian 
" letters; cfpeci:!lly, :Iince they bear no kind of 
" refemblar.ce to thofe on the famous manu­
" mcnts at Petji.polis.'' The authority of this 
excellent writer is dccifive .. and puts an end at 
once to the controverfy lately ftarted, concern­
ing the atltltenticity of the books afcribed to 
'Xr-rMfler, which d. French ad,-~nturer, who tranf 
latd tlem jrflmlbe tranjlatirm of a certain Gipfy 
at S.mzt, has had cl!c boldnefs to fend abroad as 
genuine : but, to an,id any fnfpicion of mifre­
prefenting the paffilge, it fcems necdi'ary to 
tranfcribe the \'cry .,..ords of Sir John. C!Jtzrdin, 
which the reader may fee at the bottom of the 
page *. From this we may rea.fonably conclp.de, 

that 

• Q_aand .ill'•trcil• Ptrfow, c'c:ft unc: langue: perdue; OD. 
n'en rrouve ni livres ni rudimens. Les G.Ur", qui font lt!i 
ntln des Ptrj(1 o\1 lt,lli"lu, qui fc pcrpctuent de pere en 6!s 

0 0 • ..~ ........ 
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that the gibberilh of thofe fwarthy vagabondR, 
whom we often fee brooding over a miferable 
fire under the hedges, may as well be taken for 
old Egyptian, and the beggars themfelvc~ for the 
p_riefis of !fit, as the jugglers on the coaft of India 
for the difciples of Zoroafler~ and their bar­
barous dialeCt for the ancient language of l'er}ia. 
But let the ro(y.cheeked Frenchman, to give him 
his own Epitlid:, reft happy in the contempla­
tion of his perfonal beau~J, and the vafl extent of 
his learning ! it is fuffictent for us to have ex­
pofed his follies, deted:ed his impofture, and 
retorted his inveCtives, without infult;ing a fallen 
adverfary, or attemptin~, like the Hero in Dry­
dm's Ode, to flay the flam. 

We have no genuine accounts then of the 
Perfian language till the time of the SA.S SA­
N I-AN kings, who fiourHhed from the opnJ.in{ if 
the third century to the middle of the {roenth; in 
which period an Academy of Phyfick was 
founded at Gandijapor, a City of Kborafan, and, 
as it gradually declined from its origmal infti~ 

dcpuis la deftruflion de leur Monarchic, oat un Idiome par­
ticnliu; mais on le croit plUtOt 1m jarJ!O'II que l~ur ancienne 
langae. 1h difent qu les Pretres, qui fe tiennent i Yt~, 
rille de la ~rllliJmzit, qui eft lFur Pirit et le11r princifale 
place, fe funt tranfm.is cette langue jufqu' ici par tradition, 
et de main en main; mais 9uelque recherche que j'en ale 
fait, je n'ai rien trouvC, qut me. pdt perfuader ccla, Ces 
Gw!.ru out a Ia verite des livres en caraB:eres et en mots 
inconnu, dont lea figures tirent alfez fur celles des langues. 
qui nou font le plus conn!~Cs; mais je ne faurois croire 9ue 
ee foit lA !'ancien Perfan, d'autant plus que le caraaere. 
dont J'ai, parlC. eft enti&ement difFerent de celui des in­
faipuons de Ptr/,.lil. Je donnerai des r!!Jpu de l'on et de 
l'aDtre carafiere, dans Ia d.efcription du fameux monwnent 
l!uirdlenteU.a-la. Cau.a1w, Tom. V. Chap. III. 

tutiona •• 
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tution, it became a fchool of poetry, rhetorick, 
dialeftick, and the abfhafr fciences. In this 
excellent feminary the PerfimJ tongue could not 
fail of being greatly refined, and the rufl:icity 
of the old idiom was fucceeded by a pure and 
elegant dialeCt ; which, being conftantly fpoken 
at the ~ourt of Bebar4m Gitr in the year 3 5 r, 
acquired the name of Deri, or, Courtly, to dif­
tinguifh it from the Peb!e't·i, or, Language of th~ 
C&untry. 

It mufl: not, howC\·cr, be imagined, that the 
ufe of the ancient dialet..~ was wholly fuperfcded 
by this more poliihed idiom ; for fevcral com­
pofitions in Pe!J/e';Ji were extant even after M·t­
hamed, .,.·hich appear to have been written by 
order of the Saffanian Princes. Anujhir'lfan, fur­
named 'The Jttjl, who reigned at the clofe of the 

.fi.,·tll century, having heard from fame tr.tvellers~ 
that the lndia1z Monarchs hall a colleaion of moral 
fabl~s, which they preferved with great care 
among their archives, fent his chief Phyfician 
Bar::.ui~h into India, with orders to make him­
fclf mafter of the Satifi:rit language, and not to 
return without a tr::milation of thofe fable'>. 
Thef.:: orders were ptm&ually executeJ ; B.!r­
zuieh learned the Indian tonguC', and, having at 
a great expencc rr0cured a cOp)· of the book, 
tr:i"nOatcd it into the Pehkvia."J diale-9:: about ail 

hundred and forty }·cars after, his Wl.'rk \\<lS 

turned from 'PehlC\'1 into .A.rabick, by order of 
Almanfur, fecond Calif of the Abbafides ; and 
this is the volume which we fee in every Ian~ 
guage of Europe', under the name of Calila 'Wtl 

Demna, or, Cfbe fablu of Pi!Jay. There is a fine 
copy of the Arabitk ver:fion m the publick library 
,u Qxjqrd ; and if the work of Barutich cou!d 

be 
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be found, we. iliould be eqabled to recover a 
con.fiderable part of the old PerftaJZ lango.age ; 
the fame, perhaps, which was fpoken in the je&ond 
period by CJbemi.flodes and Xnwphon. 

In the reign of Anufoi1"1J0n, who protetled the 
arts and fciences in his own dominions, AUHO­
MED was born 1 who, by the force of his Elo­
quence, and the fuccefs of his Arms, eftabtiilied 
a mighty Empire, and fpread his new religion 
from the wilds of .Arabia, tq, the mountains of 
Tartary and the banks of the Ganges: but, what 
belongs more particularly to the fubjed:: of this 
difcourfe, he polijhed the language of his tountry, 
and brought it tn a degree of purity and ele­
gance, which no Arabian writer fince 'his time 
has been able tO furpafs. The battle of Cadtffia 
in the year 656 gave the laft blow to the Pujian 
Monarchy i and the whole E.upire of lrattwas' 
foon reduced under the power of the firft :Ma­
homedan Dynafty, who fixed the feat of their 
government in Bagdad, where the Arahick lan­
guage was fpoken, for many ages, in its utmoft 
perfea:ion : but the ancient liJmlfure if Peljia, 
which had been promoted, by the f.unily of Sa.flan, 
was exprefi.ly dill::ouraged by the immediate fuc­
cdfors of Mahomtd, for a reafon, which it is 
proper to explain. . 

At the time when the .Aicoran was :lirft pub­
llihed in Arabia, a mC:rchant, who bad lately 
retwned from a long journey, brought with him 
fame Per:fian romances, which he interpreted to 
his countrymen, who were extremely d.!lightcd 
with them, aDd ufed to fay openly, that the 
fioriu if griffons and giants were more amujing to 
thnn than tbe moral iej'rmJ of Mabomed : part of 

4 • , , a chapter 
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a chapter in the .AifDrQJ! was immediately written, 
to ftop the prop of thefe opinions ; the mer-
chant was feverely reprimanded ; his tales were 
treated as pernicious fables, hatiful to God and 
his pophet; and Omar, from the fame motive of 
pohcy, determined to deftroy an the foreign 
books. which fhould fall into his hands. Thus 
the idle loquacity of an Arabian traveller, bv 
fetting his legends iQ competition with the pre'-
cepts af a powerful Lawgtver, was the caufe of 
that enthu:fiafm in the Mahomedans., which in-
duced them to bum the famous libtary of Alex.-
anrJria, and the records of the Perfiau Empire. 

One book, however, befides the fables of Pi/. 
pay, efcaped the fury of thefe unmerciful zea­
lots : it W.iS an Hifiory cf Perjia in the Pehlevian 
dialett, extraa:ed from the St1fonian annals, and 
Q)mpofed, it is believed, by the command of 
.Anujbiroan. Scad, one of Omar's Generals, found 
tbi-, volume, after the vid:ory at CadrJlio, and 
p-eferved it for himfclf as a curiofity : it paff'ed 
afterwards throu~h feveral hands, and was at 
length tr.urllated mto fume other langu.tges of 
Ajia *· 

It was a long time before the native Per/iar.s 
could recover from the :(hock of this violent 
revolution ; and their /unguaue feems to haye 
been very little cultivated ~er the Califs, who 
gave greater encouragement to the literature of 
tOe Arabians: but, when the power of the .A.b-­
blljidts began to decline, and a number of inde .. 

• "J'hia Jtoty is me~:~tioned in the life of t~e Poet Fmllfli• 
prebed. to u. editiota of hi1 worlu. 

M pendc:ut 
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• pendent Princes arofe in the different provinces 

of their empire, the arts of lelcgance, and chiefly 
Poetry, revived in PeJjia, and there was hardly 
a Prince, or Governor of a city, who had not 
feveral poets and J8,cn of letters in his train. 
The Pedian tongue was confequently reftored in 
the tn:th centur) ; but it was very different from 
the Deri or Pehlevi of the Ancients : it was 
mixed with the words of the .Aicoran, and with 
expreffions from the Arabian Poets, whom the 
Per}ians confidered as their ma.A:ers, and affected 
to imitate in their poetical meafurcs, and the 
turn of their verfes. 

That the learned reader may have a juft no­
tion of this Rw idiom, it feems neceffary, firft 
to produce a fpecimen of pure A.rabicll, and, after~ 
wards, of the purefl Pt!Tjian that can be found ; 
by which means he will form a more accurate 
judgement of the modern Perfick, in which hotlr 
languages are perfed:.ly incorporated. 

The following Ode '"~s written by a native 
of Damafiu.r ; it contains a lively defc::ription of 
an Ea.ftern Banquet; and moft of the couplet, 
are highly elegant in the original. " 



that is ; " We ha.ve a. banquet, into which 
" farrow cannot enter, and from which mirth 
" can never depart. It comprifes every fpecies 
" of Beauty ; and be, who feeks the joys of 
" life, cannot tife beyond it. A fprightly Song 

l\1 2 " givc1 
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" gives more plcafnrc 'to youth than Riches * : 
" here the ilream of life is unfUlliecl, and all 
" our cares are difpcrfcd. Here the mildnefs 
" of our gentle darling gi'•es cafe to our love ; 
'' and here the timid dcrvife becomes an Apof· 
" tate from his f.:1ith. We have a bower, on 
'· which the dew-drops fparkle ; and in ·which 
" the breeze becomes fcented with the fragrance 
" of mtrlk. You fee the various bloifoms, which 
£c refemble ftars blazing and glittering in the 
4

' firmament. Here the wonderful beauties of 
" the flo\\-'el"S, amons which are the narci1fus 
" and the violet, bnng the fair objeds of my 
" love to my remembrance. You would think 
" you faw mw beloved looking mildly on you 
" with ht:r·• tender, huguilhing eye : a 
'' nymph, in wh:om every charm and every pcr:­
c' fecl:ion is cnllet1ecl; whofe e1ded locks ba."l~ 
u alw•ys W.n.,.ling, bbck as the fcorpion, Cl· 

~' the mace of ebony (u·itb ':1-·birb tbe Afiatick~ 
•• jiri!.:e an i1•or_y ball in t1!e of their Jtnourite plll)'.i,) 
~· the pomegranate brings to my mind the blufues 
" of my bdov~o.'ll, when her cheeks are coloured 
" ·with a modcft rcfentment. Our cups arc fuch 
u as our fouls defi.re ; they fecm, to be filled 
" with the ftreams of friend1hip and cheerful­
" ncfs. The goblets and va.fcs of Cbina appear 
" to my fight, like the Hars uf heaven 1hining 
" in the z,./iad!" 

I might here have felcacd a more ancient 
example: of Arabick, either ofrorn the poets before 
Mahomed, or from the illufirious .4./Ju ~mtim, 

• The fame word Gl>••• in Ara!iti firnili.es bol:h Sitrgi"t 
and. Wttdlh. 

who 
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whry Hourifhed in the ni11th rentury *; bt;t the 
language has remained unaltered frOm the earlieil: 
antiquity to the prefent time, and it would not 
have been eafy, without a number of notes, to 
have made an .1ncicnt Ode intr:lligible in a literal 
tranflation. 

The oldeft Petjian poems, which have come 
to my knowledge, are thofc of FERDUSJ, of 
which it will not be imprnper to give a fhort 
account, as far as they relate to my prefent fob­
jed. 

At the dofc of the tenth, and~~nning of 
tl•e ele"L·enth renturie.t, :,lahmud oi~ed in the 
ci,Y o'f Gazna: he w::.s fupreme rulcr of Zable· 
j1~' and part of !lhorofan, and had penetrated 
'ery f.u into India, where by this time the rcli­
~on and language of the Arabs and Perjians had 
begun to prevatl. Sever,1l poets were enter­
tained in the p.tlace of this Monarch, among 
whom was f'ER.DUS!, a native uf 'lits or 11L:jhed. 
This moil: lc \rncd man, happening to find a. copy 
of the uhl Pe.fian Hij!wy aboYe·mcnlioned, re.td 
it with cagernciS, and found it involved in fables, 
but bearing the m.trks of high antiquity: the 
mofi: anciciit part of it, and principally the war 
of .dfrnfiab and Kl•rf u, pr Cyrus, fecmed to afford 
an excellent fubjed for an fleroick Poem, which 

• AI>. T.llliUII publilbed an excellent .f~Jtlmlcgill of Aral>icl 
verfe1, ~nutlcd HIW/Jfn, of ":hie~ he gave, a copy to an 
A'i•ticl Prince, 1.•ho prefentl.'d h1m m return Wlthfiv:tb:n.Jau' 
p:«tr or gold, and m.uJe him at the f.une time this ekgant 

.cmpliment, 0/ ~. U,);JJ l ~ \ MJ P"fmt is lifs 

1Jil!o~4!.4 ll·fl~ tf?J JD1.11#. 

•• .M l 
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he accordingly beF, to compofe. Some of his 

.epifodes and defcriptions were fhown to the Sul­
tan, who commended them exceedinglr, and 
ordered him to compri{e the whole Hfflo? of 
Perjia i!l a feries of Epick potms. The poet obey­
ed ; and, after the happieR: exertion of his fancy 
and art for near thirty years, he finifhed his 
work, which contained Uxty thoufand couplet:; 
in rhyme, all highly poli!hed, with the fpitit of 
our Dryden and ~he fweetnefs of Pope. He 
prefented all elegant tranfcript of his book to 
!flahmud, who coldly applauded his diligence, and 
difmiffed Lim. lvbny months elap!ed, and Fer· 
duji heard lJa..~ore of his work : he then took 
occafion t~nd the King of it by fame little 
epigrams, which he contrived to let fall'in t]le 
palace; hut, "'here an Epick poem had taiK 
what cffcc1 could be expec1ed from an Epigram? 
At length the rewa11!.1 came ; which confiftcd olf'ly 
of as inan!' final! pieces of moner, as there were 
couplets in the volume. The high-minded Poet 
cnultl not brook this ipfult : he retired to his 
duiet with bitternefs in his heart; where he 
wrote a mofi: noble and animated inveCtive 
againft the Sultan, which he fealed up, and de­
b·ered to a Courtier, who, as he had reafon to 
fufpctl:, WlS his greateft enemy, alluring him, 
tbat it 'l::as a di'l:erting tale, and requcfting him 
to give it to Mahmud, when any affair of jlate or 
hadfurufs in 'l£•ar fo.~uld muke him more UJ/tafy and 
fplenetick than ujuaJ *· Having thus given vent 

' 

· to 

• Sec a tniii.Aation of this Satire in a 'l"r~atif. h Or:nztal 
'PidrJ. addeJ to the Lift if Nab ShU ;. Frnub. Vol. Jl. r,gc Z8 3 .' ~his JKM:ID is DOt unJiltc the Li("'tl; of f"htD­
fTitllf~ whO! ~e ~ unpetuoaa Fud'ffi, had dared to exf!'[:: 

3 .... rn. 
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to his juft indignation, he left Gazna in the 
night, and took: refuge in Bagdad, where the 
Calif proteaed him from the Sultan of Zahlejlan, 
who demanded him in a furious and menacing 
letter. -

Tho work of Ferduji remains entire, a glorious 
monument of Eaftern genius and learning ; 
which, if ever it !hould be generally underfi:ood 
in its original la!lgltat,e, will contei~ the merit 
of invention with Hrnner himfelf, whatever be 
thought of its fubjet'l: or the arrangement of its 
incidents. An cx~.-..... 1 from this poem will ex­
hibit a fpecimen of the P .f,}llr. lflgue, very 
little adulterated by a mi:xtme '-j1 e .~1rebid:, 
and, in all prt1l-,ability' arr··o~.clling nearly to 
t~ dialelt ufed in P.t!1ji.z in tLe time of lllnAc­
' Uld, who aJmi ·c,/ it jrJr its e~·lre-ne fift::ifs, 41-Dd 
was heard to fay, f/yc;f it waul·! be jpok~·n on fl.,,: 
account in tbe gardms if Para.lij(. 

u_u_, tf y. ~ -.;;.:.u ~ 
·u ... u!,.J Ju uu.f <>Ll. -:;t-r 

-" -" T 
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0~ l:li ~<lji 1.. 

o!J ~» ~ r..ilY.J r'Y" 
..M,.. o-.=! L;..,l 'I ; .<.·· • :JV"Ji (;) .. ..!' fiT-"' 

<>J.,:;-..)1 r'-7 .J.r'- ~<}.)""' 
that iS ; " Seefi: thou yonder plain of various 
" colours [Puf. red and grey); by which the 
" heart o a valiant man may be,:611ed ·with 
" delight ? It is entirely covered with groves 
" and gardens and flowing rivulets ; it is a place 
" belonging to the abode of Heroes. The 
" ground is perfec1 filk, and the air is fccnted 
" with mutk.: ~ou would fay, ... t rofe-water 
" which glides hetwren the batiks? The ftalk of 

lv;.,the lily bends under the weight of the flower; 
';/ and the whole grove is cliarmed with the 

'• fragrance of the rofe-bufh. The pbeafant walks 
" gracefully among the flowers ; the dove and 
" nightingale warble from the branches of the 
" cyprefs. From the prefent time to the lateft 
" age, may the edge of tbofe banks refemhle 
" the bowers of Paradife! There you wt11 fee, 
' 0 on the plains and hills, a company of damfels, 
'' beautiful as fairies, fitting cheerfully on every 
" fide. There Manizha, daughter of .Afraji!lb, 
'- makes the whole garden bLlze like the Sun. 
" Sitara, his f~X"ond .laughter, :fits aalted like 
" a Q!.teen, encircled by her damfels, radiant 
" in gloty. The lovtly maid is an ornament to 
" tht" .-bins ; her beauty follies the rofe and the 
" jafinine. With them are many ~J:urkijh girls, 
" all with their faces veiled ; all witb their bodies 
" taper as a cyprefs, and Jock:; !J!ac.1t as ~ufk.; 
" all with ch:=eks full of rofes, w1t!l eye., roll of 
" fleep; all with lips fweet as wine, and frag. ant 

'- "as 
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u as role-water. H we go near to that bower, 
" and tum afide for a fingle day, we may take 
"teveral of thole lovely nymphs, and bring 
• them to the noble Cyrus." 

This ia part of a fpeech by a young amorous 
Hero, the Pa,-is of Ftrdufi~ who bad .reafon to 
repent of his advenfure with the daughter of 
.Afra.fiah, for he, was made captive by the 'Turf.;, 
wd confined in a difinal prifon, till he was de­
livered by the valour of Roflam. 

Of thefe two languages was fanned the mo­
dern dialed of Pn-Jia, which, being fpoken in 
its greateft~lity by the nath·es of Pars or Far­
fijian, acquired tbe name of Parfi *; thoug~ it 
is even called Deri by Hafiz in the foliO\\~. 
couPlet; \, 

that is ; u \Vhile the nightingale, 0 Ilafn., 
" makes a boaft of his eloquence, do thou lelfcn 
cc the value of his la.ys by :tinging thy Pcrjian 
" ( Deri) fi:rains.'" 

Nearly in the fame ~ge with Fcrdufi, the 
great Abu/ Of a, furnamed Altimi from his blind­
nefs, publifhed his excellent Odes in Arabitk, in 
which he profeff"edly imitated the poets be· 
fore Mlzhfmed. This writer had fo ftouriflting 
a reputation, that f~eral Per.fian; of uncommon 
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genius were ambitious of learning th~ .Art of 
Poetry from fo able an inftrua:or : his moil 
illuftrious fcholars were Feleki and Kbakam *, 
who were no lefs eminent for their Perjian com~ 
pofitions, than for their fk.ill in every l:Jranch of 
pure and mixed Mathcmaticks, and particularly 
in Afh:onomy ; a ftriking proof, that a fublime 
Poet may become a maftcr of any kind of learn~ 
ing which he chufes to profefs ; fince a fine ima­
gination, a lively wit, an eafy and copious ftyle, 
cannot pofiibly obftrud: the acquifition of any 
fcience whatever, but muft neceffarily afiift him 
in his ftudies, and :lh01ten his labovr. Both 
thefe poets were proteCted by J.Ianuclu:her, Prince 
of Sbirvnn.; but Kh:lk.ini was alwa"ys averfe to 
the pleafurable and diffipated life of a Court, fo 
""t'ft the Prince was ob!igcJ to detain J-.im by 
Jijtce in his palace, and afrually confined him 
fot fome time in prifon, lcfr he !hould fnd feme 
oppoiitUnity of e1Caping. 

The worko; of thefe authors are not '\'"ery 
fcarce ; but it feems needlefs to give any ex­
traCts from them, which would fw~l this dif­
courfe to an immoderate length : it will be fuf­
ficient to f.1.y7 that7 in tbis a11d tbe jr1/i;,•u:ing cen­
tury, the Perfion language bt.c.une ai.~ogether 
mixed with Arabick ; not that the pure ftyle of 
the ancients was whollY obfolete, Lot it was the 
fafhion among the Perjia;u to interweave Ara­
bian phrafes and Ycrfe:t into their poems, not by 
way of quotations, but as material parts of a. 
fcntencc. Thus in the following diftich, 
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The phtJ1t1(1f1Z of her, who.fo beauty gi'l.u br,ightntft 
IQ t/Je }hades, apptared /()me at 1ti:;bt: I 'fl)(,ndered 
Ill the kindnifs of Fortune, and [ard, Whmrc cm1:e 
thiJ pro[pmty~-the firllline 1s pure .drabick in 
the ftyfC of the ancient poets. 

This elegant tetrafrich is of the fame kind : 

'""'-.J<> _j/JI t,/IJ ~- ~-I?'.J<> 
i 

...... w , 
,. . ' 

_j f' u/ c.> IUJ<> _j ....:;.i..(j I <..,;;;~ 
.);~ f' 

._;;).).:, :.:.j' .)~ t} (.,:fl.. ($.1 ~ 

($..>.1Lf L.!:> ~>~ c.> I il,YI l.5....:: 
, ~1.5 

In this manfon of darlmefi, bO'W long tnt!/} I fo 
expelling my be/O'Ved; one tt:hilc wit/J my }ir~'(.er &II 

my teetli, one while with my head bmt Oil my'Jmee~ 
CtJme, 0 fortunate cup-bearer, hri11g 1Jilf the tidings 
~joy : who lmowJ but my days 1flflJ again be pro­
fptrous, as they were before~ Where the Jaft line 
is taken from an Ode in the Hamofa of .4bu 'Ie­
mdm, which begins, 

c.>!J:i.l i~' Li..l>.J ~~<..,II~~ 
We 

' ' 
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Wt' parchnei the ftm of Dhohal, and faid, '1'k. 
tribe are {jU/' brothe1 s, • 

At the opening of t'•e hwlfth century lived 
.A!n•eri, a native of Abiurd in KhQrajan, whofe 
adventures deferve to be 1ebted, as they will 
1how in what high efteem the polite arts were 
held in ·.A(w, at the time when learning firll 
began to aawn in Europe. .J.mJeri, when lie was 
very young, was fitting at the gate of his col. 
lr&_e, when a man Iichly dre1fed rode by him on 
a fine Arabian boric, with a numerous train of 
attendants ; upon his afking who it was, he was 
told, th.at it 'Was a P&et be/()nging to the Court. 
\Vhen Anwri refleaed on the honours conferred 
upon Poetry, for which art he had a very early 
· ent, he applied himfelf to it more ardently 

P: r ·ever, and, havin~ finifiJcd a poem, pre­
it ..;,~d it to the Sultan. Thi:l was a prince of 
the f:MJulian clynafry, named Slftl}ar, a great 
admirer of the tine arts : he apprO\-cd the work 
of An•:.:eri, whom he invited to his palace, and 
raifed him e\"Cn to the firll honours of the ftatc. 
lie found many other poets at court, among 
whom were Selman, Zehir, and Rejhidi *, all 
men of wit and genius, but each e~inent in _a 
Uiiferent way; the firft for the delicacy of hiS 
I.yrick vcrfcs, the fecond, for the moral ten­
dency of hb pocmSt aq,d the third, for th~ 
chaftity of his compofitions; a yirtue, which 
his predeceflors and con~poranes were tou 
apt to ncgled:. 

But of all the cities in the Perfian Empir.:, 
none bas given bi.r.h to more excellent poets 
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than Shira~ ; which my noble and learned 
friend Baron ~izki.juilly calls " the Athens 
" of Perfia *·" SAD!, a native of this city, 
flourifhcd in the thirteenth century, when the 
.Atabegs of Parfiflan encouraged men of learning 
in their principality : his Iite was almoft wholly 
fpent in travel; but no man, who enjoyed the 
greatcft leifure, ever left behind him more 
valuable fruits of his genius and indnflry. 
A fine manufcript, about two hundred years 
old, was lately put into my hands, containin~ a 
complete colle8:ion of his works ; among wh1ch 
are feveral pieces, both in verfe and profe, 
which have never been mentioned by the 
Scholars of Europe. The following extraCt from 
his Gu!ifian, or Bed of Rofes, will fhow how the 
Per}ian and Arabick languages were mixe4 to--
gether in his age : ).; 
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C$.?-o 
• 

<.JY.\;,l '-"r>-...J \:)"0 0_)0 J IJ 
wl.. u ·' "' <. --w -.. • '.).......- <...s"' \:)"0 •• ~ 

)~ ~ r-/~ ~_,, ~ J 
j_,... <>y. J.:;..;.y. tyl !.>r:T-""- )"' 

~ 
~ ~! /.::, \:)"0 r t.. 

I./"''""""'""' ~I V_.J.J ~ Y.J 
. ~~ 'f,.ly o.ii.:'r r Y. 
~_,.1.1 ..,..._u, 1.. c.[,.;w ~ Y. 

.u.b; 

'· o u u.;.W I ·c.,.u..;,; 0"--J '.) . 'J' 
'· . u u . ,., '~0 <.).__J • U""Y"" '.) r-'""'"' '-,? '.)-~ y 

oy. ~b# ...Jft) Jl ~ 
~ oU_.Jy.t.; uy. r _)0 t..s<! ~ 

..,.. # u.;.4J ~b. .. IJ lJ 

'· ..;t-;1 I ·· <>t.t.. t.. Jb. lH!, ~ . 

~ ~ C$._};i<> ~ "-""' )_,­
~..J ~ J ..,.._, ....:;...:, J ~ _,, 

that is ; " My companion oft reproaches me 
" fOr my love of J.eila. Will he never behold 

" her . . 
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'- her charms, that my excufe may be accepted? 
" Would to hta.ven, that they, who blame me 
4

' for my paffi.on, could fee thy face1 0 thou 
cc ravifher of beam ! that, at the fight of thee, 
" they might be confoUD.ded, and inadvertendy 
" cut theu- heads inftead of the fruit, which 
" they hold*· Thou haft no compamon for 
" my difurder : my companion :(hou1d be 
" aiHiaed with the fame malady, that I might 
·" fit all day repeating my tale to him ; for two 
" pieces of wood burn together with a brighter 
" flame. The fong of the turtle dove pa1fes 
" not unobfcrved by my ear; and if the dove 
" could hear my ftrain, ihc wou1d join her 
" complaints with mine. 0 my fdends, fay to 
'' them, who are free from love, .Ah,, we wijh 
" you knew, what pajfu in the heart r{ a lo,pE • .' 
" The pain of illncfs affeCts not them, who. are 
" in health: I will not difclofe my grief hutto 
" thofe, who have tafi:ed the fame afiliilion. 
" It were frnit]efs to talk of an hornet to them, 
" who never felt its fling. While thy mind is 
" not affeCted like mine, the relation of my 
" forrow fcems only an idle tale. Compare not 
" my ao~i1h to the cares of . another man j, 
" he only holds the fait in his hind, but it is I, 
" who bear the wound in my body." 

The fame city h:ui'the honour of producing, 
in the fourteenth untury, the moft elegant Lyrick 
Poet Of 4f.a. Shemftddfn, fumamcd HdFEZ ; on 
whofe life and produd:ions it is the lefs nccefi"ary 
to expatiate, bec:anfe the Baron befo-re-mentioned 
has exhaulled the fubjeCt in hit Jpecimm if Peifia• 

• •• 
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Poetry, and will, it is to be hoped, be pcrfuaded 
to complete that mofi: learnQl work, in the 
1hort intervals of leifure, which his im~rtant 
aJFairs will allow him. It will be fully fullicient, 
therefore, to traofcribe two of his Ga=ls or 
.Anacrantick Otks ; the firlt of which was chofen, 
on account of the .Arabick verfes interwoven in 
it, and the fecond, for its exquifite beauty, which 
makes it a genuine example of the true Sbirt~zian 
dialea. 

Jj: 
yl.i.i ~ ,Jf e"' ~~ 

yl=-'"1 Y. ~I ~I 
..J) b .:1 A!!J ~ 

.,.,4:--1 Y. rl<>.!l rl<>.l.l 
_, . 'I u' 

'-"""y! ~ . ~ .) !..1ft" 
yl.l LSO Y,lu ~fi U"! 

~ j{ '""""'<V u_r) ...;;;.;d 
YY.Ju u.:;;;;j ~ u~ ~:!J 

./~ wl ~ ... "'t:r.-o :!..~ 
y!_,o~l C" Y. (""I 

~Lo '--=" .. ......._ .;u . . .... ' r' .r .:,-·· 
Y~ ...u;;.. v.,;~ "! ..5 

..; lu J" lf"fi !.,?" U.:.t.: 
y4J)I t.)_,l Y. ..JJI !,_,.Lili 

N 
• 
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wU .JL.. '· • !.;.;1.::.. _ ___§> . . U"'fi r.;· 

A PJ:llSIAN SONG. 

" T H E dawn advances veiled with· rofes. 
" Bring the morning d1 aught, my friends, 
" the morning drat1ght! The dew..cfrops trickle 
" over the cheek of the tulip. Bring the wine, 
" my dear companions, bling the wine ! A gale 
.,, of pa.radife breathes from the garden : drink 
" theu.incefi'antJythe purewine. Therofefpreads 
" her emerald throne in the bower. Reach the 
" liquour, that fparkles like a flaming .ruby. 
" Are they ftill :fhut up in the banquet-hou!C ~ 
1' Open, 0 thou keeper of 'the gate. It is 
;c fir.m3e, at fuch a feaiOn, that the door of t.'l).e 
;c tavern £hould be locked. Oh, ha:tlcn! 0 thou, 
;c who art in Jove, drink wine with eagernefs; 
:c and you, who are endued with wifdom, ofii:r 
:c your vows to Heaven. hnitate Hajez, and 
:c drink: ki1fes, fweet as wine, from the check of 
:c a damfd, fair as a nymph of paradife."' 
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Another, by the fame. 

" RISE, boy ; for the cup of the tulip is 
" full of wine. When will this ftrianetS 
" end? how long will thefe fcruples laiH No 
•' more of this pride and djfdajn ; for time has 
" feen the crown of Ctefor humbled, and the 
" diadem of Cyrus bent to the ground. Oh ! 
" be wife ; for the bird of the morning is in· 
u toxicated with love. Oh, awake ! for the 
&c fieep of eternity is jufr before you. How 
"' gracefully thou movefi:, 0 fweet branch of 
" a vernal plant! May the cold wind of December 
'' never nip thy buds ! There is no reliance on 
"' the favours of Fortune or her deceitful fmiles. 
u Oh ! wo to him, who thinks himfelf fecure 
'~ from her treachery. To-motTOw, perhapo;. 
41

' the frream of Cut her, and the girls of 
" para.dife will be prepared for us 1 but to· 
" day alfo let us enjoy a damfel bright as the 
" moon, and quaff the wine from the full 
u cup. The Zephyr (Saba) reminds us of our 
'' youth (Sahi ;) bring us the wine, boy, which 
'' may refreih our fouls, and difpel our farrow. 

" Admire not the fplendour and dignity of 
" the rofe ; for the wmd will foon fc'atter all 
" her leaves, and fpread ·them beneath our feet. 
" Bring a larger cup to the memory of Hatem 
" r:fai * ; that we may fold up (T'ai) the gloomy 
" volume of tho'; who want gcaeroiity. This 
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' wine, which gives a lively tint to the .zfrgavll1ft 
' (• purp/~ flower) communi9tes its fweet na .. 
' ture :&om my beloved's clieek: to her heart. 
' Attend; for the muficians of the bower have 

begun their concert, joining the notes of 
' the lute and harp to the melOdy of the dul· 
' citp.er and :8.ute. Bring thy Sofa iD.to the 
' garden, for, like a8:ive attendants, the cypref& 
·' ftands before us, and the green reed has tucked 

up his Jtirdle. 0 Hafiz, the fame of thy 
fwect alruring forcery has reached from the 
extremity of Ref and RUm, to the limits of 
China and Egypt." 

There is nothing, which afFords a ftronger 
pro,Pf of the excelfence of the Petjian tongue, 
titan, that it remained uncorrupted aher the 
iiTUption of the Tartars, who, at different times, 
1.nd under various leaders, made thernfelves 
mailers of Per:fia; for the 'iartarian princes, and 
chiefly Tamerlane, who was a patron of li4fez, 
were fa far from difcouraging polite letters, like 
the Goths and Huns, that they adopted even the 
langn:1ge and religion of the conquered country, 
and promoted the fine arts with a boundlefs mu~ 
nificcnce : and one of them, who founded the 
Mogul Empi1-e in Hbzdofian, introduced the 
Petjian literature into his dominions, where it 
flouriihes to this dory ; and all the letters from 
the Indian governors are written in the Iail­
Wlage (I do not far, in the ftyle) of Sadi. The 
7'urks themfe\ves Improved their harfh dialed 
by mixing it with the Perfian; and Maho~d IT.. 
who took Conjlant;nople in the middle of the fifteenth 
Cmtury, was a prote8:or of the Perfian poets: 
among thefe was Noureddin ]AMI, whofe poem 
., the lfi'Ves of Jofeph and Zelikha is one of the 

N 3 tincft 
• • 
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fineD: eompofitions I ever read. The following 
defcription will fqve ;p; a fpecimen of his elegant 
!lyle: 

....;;!.! o "I · I ' • .!:s!" · ~ -' '-'.fl C !J ""'"' ~ I 
....;;!.lo.i jt_,r .~ O".)_r 

~~ v.-Oo ~ JoW: 
w~o J> jl .s:? wt:..:l 

'-"-"' oy>. <.?» r yl jl ~ 
~~~y._r~A.~ 
~_,.; y~ ..)0 \:)~~ l:Sdj 
~.)o Y'r ..;o <$.)J !; c.}Ju• 
oy. u''!:'i.ft! J,. y~ l.:lr oy.J • 

u... '· ·'..<!>~ '· • • rfo · ~· ~..T ~ o.,? '.)"'..) 

wo4J J:.!.l~ ;! <$.)..) o~~ 
wolo ""'Y. r..r:.:-~ ~.:>!JL;;.._;? 

ot..w:! Y'.r-' ADI jl yW 

ot.U;· y~ jl r=:- •o}f _,y._ 
u/ ...._, ~..;__,.;.. ~ o4>/ 
u./ ~ .r ~ ~oj f' ~j 

u In the morning, when the raven of night 
" had fiown away, the bird of dawn began to 
"' fiog: the nightingales warbled their enchant· 
" ing notes, and rent the thin veils of the rofe­
" bpd and the rofc: the jafmine flood bathed in 

" dew, 
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" dew, and the violet alfo fprinkled his fragrant 
u locks. .At this time Zelikha was funlt in 
u pleafing llumber ; her heart was turned to­
" 'vards the altar of her facred vifion *· It was 
c' not -t!ecp ; it 'Wa,s rather a confufed idea: it 
" Wa<! 3_ kind of phrenzy caufed by her nightJy 
" mel=!-ncholy. Her damfels touched her feet 
" with tlieir f.1ccs ; her maidens approached, 
" and kifi"ed her hand. Then fhe removed the 
.:, veil from her cheek, like a tulip befprinkled 
" with dew; fhe opened her eyes, yet dim with 
'' fieep. From the border of her mantle the 
" fun and moon at nfe ; fhc raifed her head from 
" the couch, and looked around on every 
'' fide ... 

, T.M'S' poem contains about four tboufand cou­
plets, and dcferves to be tranflated into every 
E~qopean language : though 1 fhall have neither 
time nor inchnatinn to tranflate it myfelf, yet I 
may pe1haps be induced, feme years hence, 
to prcfent the Otigin.al to the learned world,. 
wl:.ich any man, who has the advantage of 
b'Te:ttcr leifurc, may take the pains to inter~ 
prct. 

In the fame Century with Jami, :H.ouri:fhed :1 

poet named CDEBT, ""'ho was highly honoured 
at the court of ~Iir=o Jbrahim, one of Tamer~ 
lane's defcendants. Mr. d' H:rhelot tells a very 
p1eafing fl:oxy of this_ writer, ,.,.·bich deferves 
a place in thlS e1f.1y ; though, in order to un~ 

• A mt-taphor taken from tht- c:ull:om, which p~aile 
1Unt1ng Mrz~tl~ms, of turning their faces, whea they pray. 
10wa,ds the temple of Mecc:a.. 

N.< derlhnd 
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derfland it, we muft remember, that the Per.fianl 
~uently end their couplets with the fame word, 
wh1c.h is often cdatinued through a long poem ; 
but in that cafe, the rhyme falls upon the pr~ 
ceding fyllable. " Ctztebi, far.s he, haviqg corn­
u pofed an Elegy, each verfe Of which enc:fed with 
" the word, Gul, a rDfi, or any jluwer, repeated 
" it to the prince Ibrahim, his Patron ; who, 
~c being extremely delighted with it, could not 
'' forbear interrupting him, by faying, From 
" what bO'U·er did this tuneful nightingale (meaning 
cc tb( pDet) tal:e its flight! that is, without a me­
" taplior, In what ttty were you horn r to which 
" Catebi, without hefitation, replied in a couplet 
" of the fame meafure with the poem, and with 
"' the Wne rhyme, as if he had only continued 
" to read his Elegy: .. 

V-' r..J.xvw l.:.>t.:.:....J) _;1 jk ~· 
..){ ..)~J l:)"" ('..J.Xv..; <.$1_T ..;8.. 

'' that is, Like Attar*, I came (rom the roft·garden 
u of Niihapor; but 1 am onfj the thorn of that 
"' garden. and Attir was its mqji beautiful 
".fJfX.Uer.'' 

This difi:ich, though delivered ex~empore, is 
at leaft equal to any of the reft in fpirit and ele .. 
gance. '.rhe poem con:fifts of about thirty~five 
couplets, the firfi: of whia:h is the following: 

.il11u a Pw.fi- poet, author of the Pnul•4ln•· 

·u. ..). 
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js' ...>!}>' ...,..;\,;. u..,f 0_1 u., "' jt, 
J.,.,)l ~_,I__,_,J;.;.. ~( u-9 # 

js' 

that is ; A?;ain the roft advaneu toward1 tht 
hD'Wer 'fl1itb an hundred fea'IJU; /ike the nartiJTus, 
it i.r a charming DhjeB to e'IJ"J difcerning eye. 

In the /ixteenth and feventeenth Centuries, under 
the f.unify of Stfi, the PerfJan language began to 
lofe its ancient purity, and even to borrow fome 
of its terms from the 'Iurkijh, which was com­
monly fpoken at Court. As to the modem dia­
leCt, no fpecimen of it needs be produced, :Iince 
t~fe of Nader Shah, which was written in 
P'erjitin about fourteen years a~, and tranOated 
into French by the author of this Volume; may be 
tonfulted in the original by the learned reaqer. 



PIECES 

B.ELATIVE TO THE 

. . . 
. FRENCH TRANSLATION. 

EPITRE DEDICATOI RE 

' A SA MAJESTE 

"c H R E T I E N VII. 
ROI nu DANNEMARK u DE uNORWEGUE, 

&c. &c. &c. 

SIRE, 

UN E Traduction, faite par les Ordres de 
Votre Majeftt!, emprnnte fon luftre des 

auguftes aufpices fous lefquels elle a C:tt! entrepzife; 
d.Ugnez done fouffrir,.que laHT.mt a mon auteur 
I'enthoufiafme de Ia Hatterie orientale, je ne fa1fe 
mention de fon HCros que pour relC\·er un con­
trafte qui m'a frappe. 'C'eft au fucceffeur lCgitime 
d~une fuite de Rois, aufii anciens qu'illuftres, que 
je pr6fente ce NADEll CHAn, ufurpateur, &: d'une 
origine obfcure. Le crime & Ia terreur con­
duiftrent ce fameux guerrier 3. Ia fortune, par 
une vole remplie d'allannes & de dangers. 

· L'admi· 
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l.' J.dmir:Ltion & Ia confiance des peuples, dCjz 
fixies au pied du trone de Votre Majefie_, lui 
om•rent une carriere auffi brillante qu~heureufe. 
Nader craignit Ia lumiere du favoir, & ta.cha de 
dritruire les fciences dans fcs €tats; Votre MajeftC, 
vCritable apprCciatrice du gt:nie, lui confiera fans 
pcine les annates de Son regne. ll fuflira a Ses 
hiftod~ns d'Ctre eclaires & fiOeles ; ils ne' feront 
pas oblit;t!~, cornme celui cle Nader, de donn~ 
au dcftrutl:eur le mafque du ronquerant ; a 
l'oppre!feur ces magnifiques tltres que la bouche 
k!n·ile accoF~, & que lc coeur honnete refufe a 
l'injuftice, & a: 1a tyranpie. Mais, S!B.E, 1i 
d'autreor; ont L'honncur J' achcver le contrafte que 
j'ebauchc, & de faire fentir a Ia poll:erite 1a 
t1iff€rence qu'il y a entre la baffeffe de !'adulation 
& le pur encens cl~ b. verite, j'aurai du r~a:>in<~ 
l'avantage de les avoir dCvanc€s dans une route, 
Que Ia gloire de v· otre Nom rendra. fi facile, 
ah1fi que dans Je zae. & le tres profond refpea 
a\·ec lcf'l-uels je fui3, 

D& YoTllE MAJESTJ:, 

Le trh humble & 

trCJ obei]Jiznt ftrviteul', 

WILLIAM JONES. 
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• 
PREFACE a Ia traduction Fran9oife. 

C E T Ouvrage n'efi: point entierement in­
collih\; un *Auteur An.glois, dans l'agrC- • Hu. 

able ric.it de fes voiages, a fait mention d'une W&f• 
vie de N o\DEA CHAH, ecrite en Perfan; mais, il 
ajoute,qu'ileft peu probable qu'ellcparoifi'e jamais 
t'n Europe. En eft'et, pour que.J! .public f6t 
enrit.hi de ce :rare prefent, il a f.UlA que le deftin 
lc fit tomber entre Ies mains d\m.Roi difi:i.nguC 
par fon amour pour les Belles I.ettres, & par la 
dClicateiTe de fon goUt; ce qui n'etoit pas un 
bo~r f.a<.ilc J. pre\ oir. Cha1gf par les ordres 

"'ie ce Mon.uque de traduire 8: de publier ce 
manufc1it, j'e hfircroi,. de man cbtC pouvoir 
falit.faiJ e II! eitr..ur, en lui donnant une parfaite 
connoiff.mcc Cc l'auteur que je traduis ; mais, 
mes recherdv•s d. cet Cgard aiant Ct£ vaines, il 
laut qu'il .fe contente de man opinion. favoiie 
d'abord, '!ue je ne fuis pas de ra.vis de l'&:ri~ 
.,. ain que Je viens de citer, qui ann once moo 
auteur comme un genern.l ou un commandant ; 
il me paroit plut6t un homme d'un favoir pro-
fond, d'une Cloquence agrlable, & p1rfuilement 
,.erft daP..~ la lit&atTtr«j, orientale, ai."lfi que dan'l 
Ia pattie de fou pa1s. ~es notions fur l'art militaire, 
Ia maniet e dont il decrit les bataill.es ne convien-
nent null.:ment a un~enier; ellcs s'accordent 
bien mieux avec le titre de Mirza, qui 1igni6..: 
hom me d'ftude, lorfqu'il pr~cede le nom propre; 
q:lui de Khan, qui s'y trouve joint, prouve feule-
ment que le fa voir, en Atie, ell Ie chemin de Ia. 
f01 tune, aUili bien que celui de Ia g1oire. Com .. 
me U n"y a que douze ans que cette hiiloire a 
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ete ecrite, ii eft probable que Mirza Mohammed 
1\hbadi Khan de Mazende1-an vit encore, 3. mains 
qu'il n"ait peri dans quelque danger femblable: a 
ceu.X qu'il dCcrit, & qui t..toient fi frequens dana 
fa patrie aux tems malheureux qu'il dc!piOre : 
cependant le r&it de ces rebellions perpJtuelles, 
fouvent compliquees, & renouvellees jluffit& 
qu'appallees, a qnelque chofe de fee & de fati­
guant. L'auteur ra fenti lui-m€nte ; ainfi, 
lorfqu'il n'a pas e6 des even,emens grafids & 
frappants i YiCOnter, il a tilchC de faire fupporter 
la minutie, &.'"1llecne quelquefois l'bbfcuritC, de fa 
nanation par des morceaux de poefie Perfanne 
au:Ri bien choifis que places. Ces effais de 
Rbetorique orientale font fur tout admirables 
dans Jes defcriptions varic!es du printems~ qu'il 
donne au commencement de chaque annt:e:, &­
dans lefquelles, en gCneral, il fait allufion a ce 
qui s'y eft pa«e de pfus remarquable. Cet o.:v­
rage doit naturellement intt!rctfer le public, & 
attacher le leB:eur; les faits en font .6. rCcens, 
qu'ils ne fauroient ~tre effaces de ntltre memoire, 
& B'aiant pas perdll leur degr€ de chaleur par 
une froide recherche dans des .fi&:les recules, ils 
ne fe prefeutent a nons qu'avec ces charmes, &: 
cette importance que Ia verite & l'a~thenticite 
donnent aux moindres evenemens. 

Apr& avoir ainfi rend'& juftice a mon auteur, 
je ferai plus concis fur ce qui me regarde moi­
mCme & ma traduaion. Je dois d'abord affurer 
le Ie8:eur, que j'ai tichC de lui donner une iJC:e 
exatte de Porigmal Pcrfan, en le traduifant auffi 
literalement qu'il m'a ece poffible; en ccla j'ai 
fuivi & mes ordres & mon inclination, Nons 
avons afi"Cz d"hiftoircs Afiatiques habillCes a l'Eu .. 
ropCene, j'ai laiffC a ceJle-ci fes ornemeo.s Datu .. 
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rels: je n"ai orne aucun detail; j'ai fuivi ra.e­
vation ou l'abaiffement du fixle, comme je les 
ai trouvCs. Le peu de mots que je puis avoir 
ajoutes n'ont Cte que pour Ccarter des ambiguitC~ 
attachees· tr·I:t dttlercnce d~idiomes ; je n'ai re-­
tranchl!'-...que dans les endroits oii les allufions 
Ctoient Q.U. trop abfurdes pour nous ; que quand 
les expreflions a force d'c!tre outrees de\·enoient 
ridicules a !'imagination calme de nos climats. 
Si j'ai hazard€ d~ donner une tradutl:ion rimC:e 
des vcrs que j'ai trouvC dans le corps de cette 
Hifl:oire, j'en ai ajoutC une litt!rale ii la fin de 
chaque partie. 

On trouvera dans mes Notes un index GCo· 
graphique des principales villes & provinces dont 
,et oUvrage fait mention, mais j'ai etC force de 
paffer fous filence ce qui concerne plufieurs 
triltus, villages, & fortereffes, dont on ne voit 
nolle trace dans les livres de gCogr·aphie orientale 
que j'ai confultC. 

Q?ant au traitC fur la po€fie Afiatique que j'ai 
ajoutC a cette hi.fl:oire, cornme une efpece de 
cvmmentaire fur le goftt poCtique dans lequcl 
elle eft ecrite, s'il s'y trouve queJque:o erreurs, 
j'en appelle au jugement impartial du lcd:eur 
favant; il confiderera fans doute com bien il Ctoit 
diflicile d'entendre parfaifement des Odes dont 
Jc ton fublirne &:: charge d'ornemens embarraffe 
roC:me ceux dans Ia lVJgue defquels elles font 
Ccritcs, fut'tout Ctant prive du fecours d'un bon 
commentaire, :fi nC:ceffaire dans ces occafions. 
Au rcfte, comme il m'a ete prefcrit d'ecrire cet 
ouvra~ en Fransois, j'efpCre qu'on excufera Ia 
tCmCnte que j'ai eft en entrcprenant unc tra­
dud:ioo fi cWticile dans uDe langue qui n'eft pas 
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ma langae naturelle. Je ne dirai pourtant point 
avec lc "Romain, 9.ui publia un ouvrage Grec, que 
j'ai commis des fautes volontaires, aJin quelles 
iffent connoitrc quelle etoit rna patrie ; au con• 
traire, }'avoue que je n"ai ricn:OliLllt Pf?ur Dl.C 
mcttre en Ctat d"offiir un ftyle correit.g· que j'ai 
~ avec empreffement tous les avis. qui m'ont 
etC donnCs a ce fujet, & accept.C avec rec::onnoif .. 
lance les fccolli'S qui m'ont etC otrerts. 

CHRISTIANUS 
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.Jl..U. D A N I lil, 
' 
e·\:oRGIO III. 

M.AGNlE BRITANNilil REG!, S.D. 

CHRJS'l'IANUS Septimus, Dei gratia, rex 
Daniee, Norve~i~~:, Vandalorum, Gotborumque, 

dux. Slefvici, Ho'ijatitZ, Stormarite, atque Ditt­
ma~, comes in Oldenburg ac Delmmbor:ft, &c. 
~te. Serenifiimo ac potentiffimo principi domino 
Georgio Tt:rtio, eidem gratia, Magna" Britannite, 
Fratuia, et Hibemia regi, fidei aefenfori, duci 
Brzmfvicmji, et Luneburgen.Ji, Sacri Romani Impe- . 
rii .Archithefanrario, et EleCI:ori, &c. &c. fratri, 
affini, et conf.mguineo, et arnica noftro carif:. 
fimo, falutem! Sereniffime et potentiilime prin­
ceps, frater, affinis, con!J.nguinee, et amice carif­
fimc ! Annuentes precibus fubditi cujufdam 
1\ 1ajeftatis Veftr;;e, viri eruditi, et linguarum Ori­
cnt1S pcritiffimi, Collegii Academia: Oxonienfis 
Socii Gul. Jones, qui nohil dift,derantihus, opus 
hffloricll'lJ 'Vita ltt""aderi Shah t Perfico in Ga//icu111 
idioma 4 fe m~~~na cum diligentiO tranjlatum nuper 
in lucem emifit: eoque lahore feliciter esantlato, 
cxpcCtationi noftrn: ex affe fatisfa.ciens calculum 
nollrum meruit, hoc ei noftrre benevolenti: 
tcftimonium, quod a nobis fibi decenter expetiit. 
Uencgare noluimus, fed amicitil Majeftatis V eftra; 
in nos fin~erl freti tund&m &lem1nti4 et bnuwlenti• 
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6jru regite, fJrD to fJUD ipfa lnma.r literar, et ear11111 
t:ultores proftqui dignatur, ftWtJre ekimio, de meliori 
eommendatum ejJi amic~ et fratern~ cupimru; _gra­
tiam to nomine Maieflati JTejlriZ i'!fignem ha!Jituri, 
d fi qua in re po}fwnus, referre paratjffimi ,; cui, 
quod reliquum eft, dh·ini ifri.itfin.ls tutelam ad 
perenne fumm:c felicitatis increm,m"fum toto 
animo apprecamur. Dabantur in i-esii noftcl 
Chri.ftianbttrg die XV. menfis Februarii, atino 1711 
rcgnique noftri fe:xto. 

MAJESTATIS YESTRM 

Bonus Frater, Affinis, 

Confanguineus et Amicus, 

CIIRISTIAN . 

.Ad Regem Magnre Britannire, 
Dominum Georgium Ill. 
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A MONS}EUR 

MON'~!EUR LE BARON OSTEN. 
) 

MONSIEUR, 

SOUFFREZ que je vous temoigne rna re­
connoilfance pour Ia llatteufe diftinaion 

dont Sa Majefte a bien voulu m" honorer. Je 
regarde comme un des plus grands bonheurs de 
ma vie d'Ctre ne dans le fiecle d'un Roi~ qui fait 
emploler et rCcompenfer Ies talens. De com bien 
ce bonheur n'augmenteroit-il pas, fi mes ddfeins 
'et mes occupations dans ma patrie, me permet• 
toient d'aller me jetter aux pieds de Sa MajeftC, 
et de contempler dans fa Capitale le fecond rc­
nouvellement des Lettres et des Beaux AIU. 
Cependant, d'ici mCme, je ne perdrai jamais de 
vfte les influences propices que fa protetti.OJJ, re .. 
pand fur le fa voir, et .6. je vis alfez pour finir 
L' Hifioire glnirale de ceSieclf, ouvrage,quej'ai pro­
jctte depuis long terns, ce fera. au nom de CHRE­
TIEN VII. que je croirai devoir fon vrai luftre. 
Pennettez-moi, Monfteur, d'ajouter en ce lieu 
une reflexion qui m'a frappe en recevant .Ie 
diplome, par lequt:l Sa MajeftC: m" agrege a Sa 
Societe Roiale des Sciences. On ne·fauroit, en 
volant un tel afile des belles lettres s'CI.Cver dans 
un empire du nord, s' empecher d'admirer les 
decrets de Ia providence dans Ia revolution des 
evenemens. Ce ftlt de Ia Gothic que fortirent 
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PeJJ"aim de courageux goerriers, qui Cteignirent 
Ia Iumifr:e du favoir dans l'Europe en arra.chant 
auk Romains I' empire do monde; c'eft dans cea 
mbnes n'igiOns que le faToir Iivit fous les aufpices 
d"un Monarque qui l'appticie, e~ le ~tege. 

fai l'honneur, 

Monfieur, d'€tre votre tres humble, 

et trCs obeifl'ant Serviteur, 

u Mai t77I· 
W. J 0 N E S. 

lntr. vi. for .Alu111a11 read .tfl:rl"'tf44l. 
xx. lin. 13· fur 'I.!)Wt read 11re. 
xxiii. line 1 o. for iiht read B.uiat.bjhstf, 
Page 43· lin. 7· dele hi$ before ]1/~J'. 

118. line ZI. for iifuttd re-ad <:M&Ut lliN!r, 

16o.Jin. 17. for6s6 read 636. 
176.lin. 6. for bMJsrcmh~til. 


