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PREVFACE

O characters are more confpicuous in

N Hiftory, or excite greater admiration
in the generality of readers, than

thofe of celebrated Warriours and Conquerors :
we fuppofe them to partake of a nature more
than human; we deck their ftatues and pic-
tures with Laurel; and we dignify them with
the name of Grear; though, perhaps, if they
were ftripped of their bright arms, and de-
vefled of their pompous titles, we fhould find
moit of them to be the meaneft and bafeft of
mankind, This infatuation arifes, partly-from
the deplorable fervility of our minds, and our
eagernefs to kifs the foot which tramples on
us ; partly from our afcribing to the fuperiour
force and abilities of One Man that fuccefs,
in which chance or treachery have often a con-
fiderable thare, and which could never be ob-
tained without the united effort of 2 multitude ;
and partly from our miftaking the nature of
true Virtue, which confifts, not in deftroying
our fellow-creatures, but in prote@ing them,
not in feizing their property, but in defending
their rights and liberties even at the hazard of
[a] our
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eur own falety. Many Roman Generals, who
had neither valour nor prudence to recommepd
them, have procured the honour of a Triumph
for viGories gained by their officers ; and Cicero,
in his fpeech for Marcellus, ventured to depre-

" cigte the glory of Czfar himielf, by aflerting,
that a commander receives no fmall affiffance from
the courage of his men, the advantage of bis
fituation, the firength of bis allies, and the plenty
of bis provifions : but Fortune, he adds, clatms
the greateft praife in every prefperous achieve-
ment, as milstary aétions owe their chief fuccefs
2o ber favour *.

Power is always odious, always to be fuf~
pe&ted, when it refides in the bhands of an
mdividual ; and a free people will never fuffer
any fingle man to be more powerful than the
Laws, which themfelves have enafted or con-
firmed : but no kind of power is more licen-
tioufly infolent than that, which is fupported
by force of arms, It was this, which enabled
Marius and Sy/ia to drench the fireets of Rome
with the blood of her moft virtuouns citizens ;
a coniCioufnefs of fuperiour force gave Cafar
Ipirits to pals the Rubicon, and opprefs the

# Bellicas laudes folent quidam exteauare verbis, eafque
detrahere ducibus, communicare cum militibus, ae propriz
fint imperatoram ; et certé in armis militam virtas, loggrum
opportunitas, auxilia fociorum, claffes, commeatas, multum
juvent : maximam vuif{:am:m quafi fuo jure Fortuna fibi
vindicat, et ‘}. uid eft profperé geftum, id pone omne
dycit fowmn. Pro Marcdl, 2.

liberty
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liberty of his country, which the profligate
Tyrant OFavius finally extinguifhed with the
fame deteftable inftrument : and the infatiable
avarice of Princes, joined to the pride of con-
queft and the love of dominion, has filled the
world with terrour and mifery, from Sefefiris
who invaded Africk and Europe, to the three
mighty potentates, who are ravaging Poland.
How much more fplendid would their glory
have been, if, inftead of raifing their fame on
the {ubverfion of kingdoms, they had applied
their whole thoughts to the patronage of arts,
fcience, letters, agriculture, trade ; had made
their nations illufiriovs in wifdom, extenfive in
commerce, eminent in riches, irm in virtue,
happy in freedom ; and had chofen rather to
be the Benefaétors, than the Deftroyers, of the
human fpecies !

Thefe fentiments, which, as nothing can
prevent my entertaining them, fo nothing fha//
prevent my cxprefling as forcibly as I am able,
were {ufficient to have dcterred me from ever
attempting to write The Life cf a Conquercr;
unlefs it hid been for the fake of expofing a
charater of all others the moft infamoufly

" wicked, and of difplaying the charms of liberty
by {howing the odiouinefs of tyranny and op-
preflion : but a circumftance, which it will be
propgr (o relate from the beginning, induced
me to depart from my refolution, and hurried
me from the contemplation of civil and pacifick

a 2] virtues
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virtues to the more dazzling, but lefs pleafin
fcenes of victories and triumphs.

A great northern monarch, who vifited tl
country a few years ago, under the name .
the Prince of Travendsl, brought with him «
Eaflern manuferspt, containing the life of NA
DER SHAH, the late Sovereign of Perfic
which He was defirous of having tranflated i
England. The Secretary of State, with whon
the Dantfb Minifter had converfed upon the
fubjeét, fent the volume to me, requefting me
to give a literal tranflation of it in the French
language ; but 1 wholly declined the talk,
alledging, for my excufe, the length of the
book, the drynefi of the fubject, the difficulty of
the fiyle, and, chiefly, my want both of letfure
and ability to enter upon an undertaking o fruir-
lefs and fo laborious. 1 mentioned, however, a
gentleman, with whom I had not then the
pleafure of being acquainted, but who had
diftinguithed himfelf by his tranflation of a
Perfian Hiftory, and was far abler than myfelf
to fatisfy the King of Denmark’s gxpectations.
The learned writer, who had other works
upon his hands, excufed himfelf on the ac-,
count of his many engagements; and the
application to me was renewed : it was hinted,
that my compliance would be of no fmall ad-
vantage to me at my entrance into life, d¢hat it
would procure me fome mark of diftinétion,
which might be pleafing to me, and, above
all,
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all, zhat it would be a reflectiom upa;: this country,
if the King fbauld be obliged to carry the manu-
Jeript into France, Incited by thefc motives,
and principally by the laft of them, unwilling
to be thought churlith or morofe, and eager
for the bubble Reputation, I undertook the "
work, and fent a (peciten of it to his Danith
Majefty ; who retuined his approbation of the
ftyle and method, bo: defired, rhar the whole
tranflation Might be perfe&ly literal, and the
Oriental images accurately preferved. The tatk
would have been far eafier to me, had I been
dire@ed to finith it in Lazin; for the acqui-
fition of a French ftyle wag infinitely more
tedious; and it was neceffary to have every
charter corre@ed by a native of France, before
it could be offered to the difcerning eye of the
publick ; fince in every language there dre
certain peculiarities of idiom, and nice fhades
of meaning, which a foreigner can never learn
to perfection : but the woik, how arduous and
unplealing foever, was completed in a year;
not without repeated hints from the Secretary’s
office, that it was expected with great impatience
&y the Court of Denmark. The tranflation of
the Hiftory of NADER SHAH was pub-
lithed in the {ummer of the year feventeen
hundred and feventy *, at the expenfe of the
tranflator; and forty copies upon large paper
L

* Under the title of Hyfoirc de Nad r Shab, traduite £u
Perfan par ordre de /o Majefié le Ror dr Danmmark. 4t0. Chex

P. Elnfly dans le Sirand.
[a 3] were
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virtues to the more dazzling, but lefs pleafing,
fcenes of victories and triumphs.

A great northern monarch, who vifited this
country a few years ago, under the name of
the Prince of Trevendal, brought with him an
Eafiern manufirspt, containing the life of NA-
DER SHAH, the late Sovereign of Perfia,
which He was defirous of having tranflated in
England. The Secretary of State, with whom
the Danifb Minifter had converfed upon the
fubjedt, fent the volume to me, requefting me
to give a literal tranflation of it in the French
Ianguage ; but I wholly declined the talk,
alledging, for my excule, zhe length of the
book, the drynefi of the fubjecl, the difficulty of
the fiyle, and, chiefly, my want both of leifiure
and ability to enter upon an undertaking fo fruit-
lefs and fo laboricus. 1 mentioned, however, a
gentleman, with whom I had not then the
pleafure of being acquainted, but who had
diftinguifhed himfelf by his tranflation of a
Perfian Hiftory, and was far abler than myfelf
to fatisfy the King of Denmark’s gxpectations.
The learned writer, who had other works
upon his hands, excufed himfelf on the ac-,
count of his many engagements; and the
application to me was renewed : it was hinted,
that my compliance would be of no fmall ad-
- vantage to me at my entrance into life, ghat it
would procure me fome mark of diftinétion,
which might be pleafing to me, and, above

all,
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all, that 5t would be a refleion upon this country,
if the King fbould be obliged to carry the manu-
Jerspt into France. Incited by thefe motives,
and principally by the lait of them, unwilling
to be thought churlith or morofe, and eager
for the bubble Reputation, I undertook the *
work, and fent a fpecimen of it to his Danifh
Majefty ; .who returnced his approbation of the
ftyle and method, but defired, tbar the whole
tranflation Might be perfectly literal, and the
Oriental images accurately preferved.  The wafk
would have been far eafier to me, had I been
dire¢ted to finith it in Latin; for the acqui-
fition of a French ftyle wag infinitely more
tedious; and it was neceflfary to have every
chapter corre@ed by a native of France, before
it could be offered to the difcerning eye of the
pubiick ; fince in every language there are
certain peculiaritics of idiom, and nice thades
of meaning, which a foreigner can never learn
to perfection : but the work, how arduous and
unpleafing foever, was completed in a year;
not without repeated hints {rom the Secretary’s
office, that it was expeited with great tmpaticnce
&y the Court of Denmark. The tranflation of
the Hiftory of NADER SHAH was pub-
litbed in the fummer of the ycar feventeen
hundred and feventy *, at the expenfe of the
tranflator; and forty copics upon large paper
L]

* Under the title of Hiffoire de Nad.r Shab, traduite du
Perfan par evdre de fa Majefi Ie Roi de Dasmmark. 4to, Chez
P. Elnfly dass It Sirasd.

{2 3] were
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were fant to Copenbager, one ef them, bound
with uncommon elegance, for the King himfelt,
and the others, as preients to his Courtiers.

. What marks of diflin€tion I have fince re-
ceived, and what fruits I have rcaped for my
labonr, it would il} become me to mention #t
the bead of a work, in which T profefs to be
the Hiftorian of others, and ror of myfelf :
but fince an advertifement has appeared on this
fubject in the publick papers, which is noto-
rioufly falfe in every article, and cafts a moft
unjuft refleion upen an amiable monarch, it
feems a duty impcfed upon me by the laws of
juftice and gratitude, to print at the end of
‘this Volume the honourable teftimony of re-
gard, which his Majelty Chriffian VII. font

 publickly to London, a few months after He
had received my work, together with my letter
of thanks for fo fignal a token of His favour ;
and I cannot, certainly, be charged with want
of refpect to the great and illuftrious Peifonage,
to whom that royal Epiftle is addrefled, fince
it was not fent in a private manner, but openly
and in the eyes of the world; and a copy of
it was even delivered to me, after having paffed
through feveral hands. Nothing more remains
to be faid on this fubje, but that the worthy
and excellent man, who was my fole guide
and advifer in this affair, and to whom I ogened
my thoughts in my familiar letters with the
ptmoft franknefs, bhaving retired from the

pfficg
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office which he then held, Iam left at perfect

liberty to relate the whole tranfaétion, without

a pofiibility of giving offence to any one living ;

eipecially fince I have not fuffered 5/ name to

be made cheap, by mentioningdt in any part’
of the narrative.

This was the circumftance, which induced
me, againft my inclination, to defcribe the
Life of a Congueror, and to appear in publick
as an Author, before a maturity of judgement
had made me fee the dangers of the flep,
which I was inconfiderately taking ; for, 1 be-
lieve, if I had refleted on the litde folid glory
which a man reaps from acquiring a name in
literature, on the jealoufy and envy which
attend fuch an acquifition, on the diltant re-
ferve which a writer is {fure to meet with from
the generality of mankind, and on the ob-
firu&tion which a contemplative habit gives
to our hopes of being difinguithed in active
life ; if all, or any, of thefe refletions had
occurred to me, I fhould not have been tempted
by any confideration to enter upon fo invidious
and {o thanklefs a career : but, as Tully fays,
I fhould bave confidered, before I embarked, the
nature and extert of my voyage ; now, fince the

Jails are fpread, the velfel muft take its courfe *.

. :
* Sed Yagredientibus confiderandam fuit, gquid ageremus;
nunc quidem jam, yuocungue feremur, danda nimirum vela

funt, Cic, Orator ad Bras.
[2 4] It



Thae PREF ACE,

It may perhaps be expedted, that fome
account fhould here be given of the Perfian
Hiftory, which I was thus appointed to fend
abroad in an European drefs, with fome re-
marks on theyveracity and merit of its Eafter'n
Author ; but, before we defcend to thefe mi-
nute particulars, it will not be foreign from
the fubje¢t of the prefent publication, to en-
quire into the’ gencral nature of Hiftorical
compofition, and to offer the idea, rather of
what is required from g parfeét Hiflorian, than
of what hitherto feems to have been executed
in any age or nation,

CICERO, who was meditating an Hiffory
of Rome, had eftablithed a fet of rules for the
conduét of his work, which he puts into the
mouth of Antonius in his treatfe on the accom-
plifbed Orator ; where he declares ¢ the bafis
« and ground-work of all Hiftory to depend
upon thefe primary Laws, that the writer
¢« fhould not dare to iet down a Falthood, nor
« be deterred by fear from divulging an in-
“¢ terefting Truth; and that he fhouid avoid
« any juit fufpicion of partiality or refent-
¢ ment: the edifice, he adds, which muft be
¢ rai{>d on this foundation, confifts of wwo
“ parts, the relation of rhings, and the words
¢t in which they are related ; in the firft, the
¥ Hiftorian thould adhere to the order of €ime,
¢ and diverfify his narrative with the defcrip-
% tion of countries ; and fince, in all me-

< morable
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« morable tranfations, firlt the counfels are
% cxplained, then the alls, and, lfily, the
*¢ events, he fhould pronounce his own judge-
“ ment on the merit of the counfcls; thould
“ thow what af¥s enlved, and in wbhar manner
< they were performed; and unfold the caufes
*¢ of all great cvents, whether he imputes them
*t to chance, or wifdom, or rathnefs : he thould
* allo defcribe, not only the actions, but the
*¢ lives and chaiacters, of all the perfons, who

« are eminently diftinguithed in his piece; and,

“ as to the words, thould be mafter of 2 co-
¢ pious and expanded ftyle, flowing along
“ with eafe and delicacy, without the rough-
“ nefs of pleadings at the Bar, or the affedla-
 tation of pointea fentences *.”

* Quis nefcit primam efle Hiftoriz legem, ne quid falfi
dicere audeat ; deinde, ne quid veri non audeat ; ne qua fuf-
icio gratiz it in feribendo, ne qua fimultatic # Hec feilicet
undamenta notz funt omnijbus : ipfz autem exzdificatio po-
fitaeft in redus et werdis, Rersm ratio ordinem temporum de-
fiderat, rcgionum deferiptionem : wult etiam, quoniam in re-
bus magnis memoriique dignis confilia primim, deinde affa,
polted eventils expeftantur; et de conflue fignificari quid
fcriptor probet, et in réur g fis declarari non {oldm gwid
afttm agt di®um fit, fed etiam guo mrode; et, clm de evearu
dicatyr, ut canfx explicentur vinnes vel cafils, vel fapientiz,
vel temeritatis : hominumque ipforam non folim res gefte,
fed etiam, qui fami ac nomine excellant, de cujufgue vitd
atque naterd. Ferborwm amtem ratio, et genus orationis
fufum atqoe traftum, et cum lenitate quadam =quabili pro.
flu fine hac judiciali afperitate, et fine {ententiaram fo-
xc:!‘;.m acoleis, perfequendum eft.  De Orat. Lib, 1L 13,
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If we form our idea of a complete Hiftorian
from thefe rules, we fhall prefently percecive
the reafon, why no writer, ancient or modern,
has been able to fuftain the weight of fo im-

rtant a charater ; which includes in it the
‘perfe@ion of almoft every virtue and every
noble accomplithment, an unbiafied integrity,
a comprchenfive view of nature, an exal
knowledge of men and manners, a mind ftored
with free and generous principles, a penetrating
fagacity, a fine tafte and copious eloquence :
a perfect Hiftorian muft know many languages,
many arts, many f{ciences; and, that he may
not be reduaced to borrow his materials wholly
from other men, he muft have acquired the
height of political wifdom, by long expeiience
in the great affairs of his country, both in
peace and war. There never was, perhaps,
any fuch charadter ; and, perhape, there never
will be : but in every art and fcience there are
certain sdeas of perfeftion, to which the worksof
human genius are continually tending, though,
like the Logaritbmick Spiral, they will never meet
the point to which they are infinitely approach-
ing. Cicero himfelf, had he found leifure to
accomplith his defign, though he would have
anfwered his own idea in moft refpelts, would
have been juftly liable to the fufpicion of 2n
illiberal bias in relating the hiftery of his own
times, and drawing the feveral Chara@erss of

his age.
The
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The very foul and effence of Hiftory, is
Truth, without which it can preferve neither
its name nor its nature, and with which the
moflt indifferent circumftances in a barren chro-
nicle are more interefting to a fenfible reader, .
than the greateft events, how copioufly or
clegantly foever they may be deferibed, in 2
romance or a legend : yet it is ftrange, that,
of fo many Hiftories, ancient or modern, Euro-~
pean or Afiatick, there fhould be 1o few, which
we can read without afking in almoft every
page, Is this trued

Hiftory, in its original fiste, ‘'was, proba-
bly ncihing more than the bare relation of
publick events, which were digefled in the
form of Anna'z, like the life of Tully by Fa-
bricius : we are affared that this was the cafe
in old Rome * ; and it feems, indced, in all
ages, to be the wifeft, as well as the moft
nfeful, method of writing biftorv, unlefs the
faéts were more diligently examined and more
fairly reprefented, than they appear to be in
moft produtions of this nature. Among the
Grecks, Pherecydes, Heilanicus, Epimenides,
and among the Latins, Cato, Pictor, Pifo, are
faid to have writiea without affeting any orna-
ment, or aiming at any other merit than that of
a nervous brevity,. HERODOTUS fent abroad

*

* Omnia ea ex commentariis chis gontiﬁc:.m maximpm,
jn album rclate, proponere in publico jubet. Liw. I 32.

his
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his nine books with the advantage of a more
polithed drefs : there is a noble fimplicity in
his di¢tion, to which the open vowels of the
Ionick diale¢t greatly contribute, and many of
his narratives are extremely pleafing; but his
“accounts of the Perfian affairs are at leaft
doubtful, if not- fabulous ; and he followed
his Egyptian guides with.an implicit confi-
dence, not fcrupling to relate 2 number of
fa&s, which he could never have verified, if
he thought they would improve the manners,
or gratify the curiofity, of his own inquifitive
nation. THUCYDIDES added fironger nerves
to hiftorical compofition ; hisfa&ts are in general
aathentick, his obfervations deep and faga-
cious ; but his language is abrupt, obfcure, and
fententious, particularly in the {peeches, which,
though they abound with wife maxims and
exalted fentiments, bear all the marks of la-
bour and ftiffnefs, and have not even the air
of probability, fince it is impoffible, that many
of them could have been comprehended by 2
popular andience. What Thucydides wanted,
namely, a fimple and graceful ftyle, XENO-
PHON poffefled in an eminent degree: nothing
can equal the {weetnefs and delicacy of his lan-
goage ; but that {weetnefs itfelf is hardly con-
fiftent with the gravity of his fubje®, and all
his picces, if we except that on the Expedition of
Cyrus, in which he was perfonally engaged,shave
more livelinefs of imagination than depth of
judgement, and difplay more of the fcholar

and
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and moralift, than of the ftatefman and orator.
The fentiments of Thucydides, exprefled in
the ftyle of Xenophon, would have approached
very nearly to that idea of perfect Hiftory,
which we have joft delineated ; but it feems
to be wifely ordained by nature, that no fingle
man fhall excel all others in every great ac-
complifhment, left he fhould be tempted to
fancy himfelf a being of a fuperiour order,
and fhould exert his tzlents to the ruin of his
fellow-creatures. Of all the Greek Hiftorians,
POLYBIUS was, perhaps, the graveft, the
wifeft, and the moft faithful ; but his language
is even harfher than that of Thucydides ; and,
in the few books which remain of his excel-
lent work, we are at a lofs to difcern the tafte
and elegance of Scipio and Leelus, by whom
he was affifted. ~

That forced and fiff kind of writing, than
which nething can be tore odious in Hiftory,
was defignedly adopted by SALLUST, and
feems inexcufable in a man of his rank and
knowledge, who lived in the very age of
Cicero : the fame abruptnefs and obfcurity may
well be pardoned in TACITUS, who flon-
rithed when the purity of the Roman language
had declined with the Romap liberty ; but the
defect of his ftyle prevents us from confidering
himeas a confammate Hiftorian, though his
wifdom and penetration would otherwife give
him a juft claim 1o that title, It is not eafy

to
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to conceive what the Ancients mean by the
lattea ubertas of LIVY : in many parts of his
work he fhows great candour and judgement ;
but his language is not remarkable for eafe or
copioufnefs, and it was below a writer of his
nius to relate all the fuperttitious and incre-
dible fictions, which were invented only to
pieafe the people of Rome, by afcribing the
foundation and fuppost of their City to the
interpofition of the Gods. -

The writers of ZLives, as Plutarch and
Nepos, belong to_a different clafs: Diodorus
the Sicilian, and Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus,
were rather Icholars and antiquaries, than
mafters of political knowledge ; and the Jater
Greek Hiftorians, Appian, Dio, Herodian, and
the reft, can hardly be fuppofed to ftand the
teft of Cicero’s rules, by which even Thucy-
dides and Polybius have been declared imper-
fe&t. It would far exceed the limits of 2 pre-
fatory difcourfe, if we attempted to examine
by thefe laws the many Hiftorians, who have
related the affairs of their refpetive flates, in
the various dialeéts of modern Europe, frelian
or Spanifb, French or Englifb: fome of them
are grave and judicious, fome bold and im-
partial, others polithed and elegant ; but none -
of them feem to have pofleflfed &7 thofe qua-
lities, a perfedt union of which is requiged in
the chara&er of a finithed Hiftorian.

The
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The Hiftory of Florence by MACHIAVEL-
LI, how beautifully foever it may be written,
muft neceflarily be liable to fufpicion from the
known principles of its Author; and the work
of GUICCIARDINI, who bore an eminent
part in the aftions which he relates, is not,
I believe, confidered by the Irakians themfelves
as a model of fine writing.

M. DE VOLTAIRE fcems to bear away the
palm of Hiftory among the French : his flyle
1s lively and fpirited, his defcriptions, animated
and firiking, his remarks, always ingenious,
often deep; and, if fome trifling errours are
difcovered in his writings, we are willing to
exctfe them, when we refle@, that he is not
only the beft Hiftorian, bat the fineft Poet alfo,
and the greateft Wit, of his nation. He ap-
pears to be unjufily charged with embellithing
his pieces at the expenfe of Truth, and with
relating facts which he had not examined :
this may, perhaps, be the cafe in cone or two
inftances 3 but his Life of Charles the Tncclyth
gains freth credit every day, and his account
of Peter the Great was extracted from the moft
authentick materials : it was, indeed, the ne-
ceflary fate of any author, who fhould write
the lives and adventurcs of thofe two fingular
Princes, to pafs rather for the compiler of
fables, othan for the relater of real events, till
time fhould .confirm the truth of the actions

recorded by him. It may be thought airo-
gant
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gant in a foreigner, to criticife fo great a writer
sn the article of ftyle and language ;= but it
feems to me, that his periods are not fuffici-
ently expanded : he defcribes a battle, and dif-
courfes on the fate of kingdoms, in the diétion
of an Effay ; and frequently huddles the moft
important remarks into the compafs of a thort
fentence ; fo that the perpetual return of the
full paufe makes his language often dry, abrupt,
and difficult to be read aloud without a fatiguing
monotony. There are as many different kinds
of ftyle, as there are different fubjedis : that
“of an effay thould be light and elegant; of a
letter, lively and familiar ; of an oration, co-
pious and elate; of a moral difcourfe, grave
and foleron ; but that of an hiftory ought to
be fmooth, flowing, and natural, without an
graces but perfpicuity : yet moft authors form
a way of writing peculiar to their own tafte
and genius, which they uie indifferently on all
occafions ; thus Psitaire is equally gay, equally
polithed, whether he writes upon Hiftory, Cri-
ticifm, or Philofophy. His diftinguifhing ex-
cellence s Wit ; which, however, fometimes
gets the better of his judgement. Wit is never
difplayed to advantage, but in its proper place:
it has often a great effect in controverly; it
may even be admitted into an effay; it is the
charm of couverfation, when it rifes naturally
from the fubject, without feeming tosbe pre-
pared : bat it thould be wholly banithed from
hiftorical compofition, and folemn fpeeches;
fince
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fince nothing can be more abfurd, than to
diicufs the weighty points of legiflation and
politicks in a ftring of conceits and allufions. It
fuired the RomanOrator’s purpofe, in hisdefenfe
of Murana, to make the judges merry at the
expenfe of the accufer, Cato; whofe Stoical
principles he rallies with infinite humour ; but
we meet with no examples of this kind in the
Catilinarsan or Philippsck Orations, when no-
thing lefs was concerned, than the defiiny,
of the whole Empire : thus in the relation
tion of common occurrences, if they happen
to be of a ludicrous nature, there cannot he
too much brilliancy and livelinefs ; but humour
fhould no more find its way into an hiftorical
piece, than into an hercick poem ; and ail our
veneration for the genius of Miffon will not
make us excufe the impertinence of his jokes
in his battle of the angels. T dwell the longer
on the ablurdity of #ll-placed Wit, becaufe all
the works of Voltaire are tinétured with it ¥
and he cannot give ap abflract of the New-
tonian philofophy, without interfperfing it with
ftrokes of humour. On the whole, however,
Voltaire is one of the moft agreeable writers in

* ITis Hiffories abound with fuch turns as thefe: randi
giee les Mofeovites fe plaignaiont & St. Nicolas de lewr difates
Charles falfait rendre praces & Dicn, o je priparait & de woueller
wifoires. Mis Elements of Philefopby are introduced with 2
number of humorous differtations, the firft of which begins
with This fentence, Plator rtvait beaucoup, et on o’'a pris maint -
vévé depuis, &c. but Plato did not write upon ldeas 10 2 trip-
ping fiyle full of points and antithefes,

[b] the
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the world, and has brought his native lan~
guage to the greateft clegance, which it feems

capable of receiving.

The Englifb hiftorians are not to be read
without caution: CLARENDON himfelf is
often liable to exception both in fentiment and
ftyle; and our language, indeed, was never
entirely polithed till the prefent century. I
avoid touching upon the works of living au-
‘thors ; left, in my very preface, I thould vio-
late a fundamental Jaw of Hiftory, by incur-
ring the fufpicion of prejudice for a particular
nation, or affection for particular men ; but
another law obliges me to declare, that there
are hiftorians now in Britain, whofe writings
have fufficiently proved, that if their fubjects
were equal to their talents, they would be able
to conteft the merit of veracity, judgement,
and elegance with the Ancients themfelves.
That perfect liberty, which forms the very
eflence of our conftitution, makes it unnecef~
tary for an Eng/i/k hiftorian to flatter any po-
tentate or flatefman upon earth ; and our lan- -
guage, though inferiour to the Greek and Ro-
man, will not yicld the prize of energy, variety,
and copioufnefs, to any modern idiom what-
CVer,

_ If all the biffories of Europe are deficient
in one or other of the articles, to which we
may reduce the rules of Cicero, we cannot

hope
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hope to find this ideal perfe&tion in the nua
merous compilations, with which the world has
been peftered fince the revival of letters, and
for which we are chiefly indebted to our neigh-
bours, the Fremch. Thofe who judge ths
moft favourably of thefe works, muit allow
them at leaft to be u/fefefi ; for to what purpofe
are fo many of our years fpent in {tudying the
languages of old Greece and Rome, unlefs it
be to read the ancient compofitions in their
original beauty, and to draw our knowledge
from thofe fources, whence all modern learning
was derived ? It were happy, if nothing could
be objefted to thefe elaborate volumes, but
their sautility ; they deferve, I fear, an beavier
cenfure ; fince it is certain, that they help to
multiply errours, and abound in fables, which
the wifeft of the Ancients would have exploded,
and many of which they really did explode,
when they were poured into Greece through
the ftrainers of the Egyptrans. It is agreed by
all writers, that nothing can be fo raft, nothing
Jo far removed from the dignity of a wifé man,
as either to profefs wkat is falle, or to affert what
bas not been fufficiently examined by bim *® : yeu
one would think, that the very reverfe of this
‘Was eftabli{hed as a maxim by thofe, who fit

* Quid tam temetarium, tamque indignam fapientis gra-
vitate #que conftantii, qudm anc falfum fentire; aut quod
non fatis exploraté perceptum fit et cognitum fine ulla du-
bitatione de; enderc; Ci. de Nat. Deor,

[b 2] down
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down to compofe the hiftory of aneient Em-
pires. At firit one is apt to fufpeét, that thefe
conspilers are 2 fet of Wits, who agree among
themfelves to impofe upon the common fenfe
of mankind : fome of them tell us, that the
Ariflophili were a people of the higher Afa;
fome place Laoftbenes and Amyntas among the
Kings of Affria; and others affure us, with
a provoking folemnity, that Cyrus, befoie a
certain battle, ordered his foldiers to fing an
Hymn to Caffor and Pollux ; as if the 4ffyrsans
were acquainted with Greek names, or the
Perfians with Grecian deities 3 a multitude of
thete ridiculous blynders occur in almeoft every
page of our pretended ancient Hiflories ; but
on 2 more intimate acquaintance with thefe
writers, we difcover them to be any thing
rather tian Wits, and find that their ignorance
can be furpafled only by their dullnefs, The
truth is, to write an hiftory, and to repeat
what others have written, are taftks of a very
different pature : we might find many Rollins
in every hamlet ; but nature produces only a
fingle Tucitus in a courle of ages. We have
already thown what a number of rare talents
are required in an hiftorian ; but a compiler
may fucceed to his beft withes, if he have but’
tolerable eyes, and a great fhare of patience,
and, above all, if he be fortunate enough to
be endued with 2 total want of judgement and
fancy.

L

Whatever
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Whatever errours may have been multiplied
in ancient hiftory by the folly or credulity of
fome authors ; it is certain, that the malice or
flattery of others has introduced as many. into
the modern, A volume might be filled with
the contemptible miftakes or wilful mifre-

refentations of fa@s, which abound in zbe
iffory of Europe for the two laft centuries.
Let us turn our eyes to Af¢: what a multi-
tude of improbable flories have been {pread
over our part of the world, concerning the
manners, the laws, the religion of the Aabo-
medans ! Euthymius accufes them of adoring
the morning ffar under the name of Codar;
which is a palpable lie, arifing from the igno-
,rance of the writer, who heard the criers on
the mofques calling the people to morning
prayers by the words Alab Acbar, or GO D
s the moff High. Such a calumny may be
pardoned in fo obfcure an author, whofe credit
cannot miflead many readers ; but a fcholar,
and man of the world, like Grotsus, cught to
have blufhed, when he talked of @ flec! ccffin
at Medina, fufpended in the air between two
doadficnes of equal force.

An hitorian, who is obliged to rely upon
the veracity of other men, and cannot fay with
AineS, Byx ipfe vidi et quorum pars magna
fui, muft be very diligent and circumipe&t in
weighing and fifting his authorities, unlefs he
have a mind to propagate errour, inftcad of

b 2] eftablith-
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Whatever errours may have been multiplied
in ancient hiftory by the folly or cedulity of
fome authors ; 1t is certain, that the malice or
flattery of others has introduced as many _ into
the modern. A volume might be filled with
the contemptible miftakes or wilful mifre-

refentations of falls, which abound in rbe

iflory of Europe for the two laft centuries.
Let us turn our eyes to Afz: what a multi-
tude of improbable ftories have been fpread
over our part of the world, concerning the
manners, the laws, the religion of the Mazbo-
medans ! Euthymius accufes them of adoring
the morning flar under the name of Cobar;
which is a palpable lie, arifing from the igno-
,rance of the writer, who heard the criers on
the mofques calling the people to morning
prayers by the woids Allab Acbar, or GO D
is the moff High. Such a calumny may be
pardoned in {o obfcure an author, whofe credit
cannot miflead many readers ; but a fcholar,
and man of the world, like Grotius, cught to
have blufhed, when he talked of a flec! ccffin
at Medina, fufpended in the air between 1o
boadfienes of equal foree.

An hiftorian, who is obliged to rely upon
the veracity of other men, and cannot {ay with
Hncal, Dy ipfe vidi et quorum pars magna
fui, muft be very diligent and circum{pe&t in
weighing and fifting his authorities, unlefs he
have a mind to propagate errour, inftcad of

{b 3} eftablith-
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eftzblitbing truth, and.to obtrude upon his
reader a et of fables, which the fadtious or
envious invent in all ages, and which the ig-
norant or malevolent are always ready to cir~
culate. His caution mutft be fiill greater, when
he records the events of very diftant nations ;
fince we have no fmall difficulty to learn the
true ftate’ of thofe occurrences, which pafs
around us every day ; and it generally bappens,
that, the mote intimately we are concerned in
any tranfaftion, the more miftakes we find in
the publick accounts of it. Men are often at
a lofs to give a perfe relation of aclions,
over which they prefided in perfon ; as Pollio
detected feveral errours in a narrative, pub-
lithed by Cefar, of a battle, in which Cefar
bimfelf commanded ; or, to fpeak of our own’
times, as Adlerfeld, in his defeription of Scbul-
lembourg’s paflage over the Oder, difagrees in
many points from the defcription given by zbe
General bimfelf.

The Hiftory, thercfore, of thofe events,
which happen in remote countries, can hardly
fail of beng erroncous; for, in general, we
are forced to depend upon reports of reports,
echoed from the ignorant natives to inquifitive
travellers, and brought by them to Europe
decorated with a thoufand ornamentsc: and
even if we ftudy the languages of thofe na-
tions, and read their own Hiftories, we are
commonly deceived, either by the zeal or

malignity
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malignity of the authors. The following ex-
ample will confirm and illuftrate this obfer-

vatien.

There are two celebrated hiftories of the
Life of Tameriane, one in Perfian, the other
in Arabick, both of them written with all the
pomp and elegance of the Afarick fiyle: in
the firft, the Terrarian Conqueror is repre-
fented as a liberal, benevolent, and illnfirious
prince ; in the fecond, as deformed and im-
pious, of a low birth and deteftable principles.
It feems difficult at firft to reconcile this con-
tradiction ; but the difficulty vani{hes, when
we learn, that great part of the Perfian Hiftory
was compofed under the infpection of Tamer-
»Jane himfelf, and received only the polith of
language from the pen of Ali Yezd: ; and that
the Arabian author bore the¢ moft inveterate
hatred againit that monarch. The fiory of ke
#ron cage, in which Tamerlane confined Baja-
zed, is generally treated as a fable upon the
authority of the very learned M. &' Herdelot;
who affects, that it is not mentioned by the dra-
bian Hiffcrian, though be omits no opportunity of
Hebafing the moral chavaller of bis Hero: this
argument would, perhaps, be decifive, if it
were founded upon true premifes ; but unfor-
tunately, in the thirteenth line of the two
hundred-fixty-eighth page, the An.zbian ex-
prefsly affirms, * that Tamerlane dfid enclofe
“ his captive Ilderim Bajazed in a cage of iron,

[b 4] < n



The PREFACE

¢ in order to retaliate the infult offered to the
¢ Perfians by a fovereign of the lower Afa,
¢ who had treated Shapor, King of Perfa, in
¢ the fame manmner; that he intended to carry

him in this confinement into Tartary, but
¢ that the miferable prince died in Syria, at

a place calied A&bebr.,” ‘This fa& is not
‘be more true, for being afferted by Eén Arab-
%hab; but it feems firange, that the judicious
M. 4" Herbelot fhould have overlooked this paf-
fage, and fhould fpeak fo pofitively of a book,
which he had read with fo little attention : nor
is the point itfelf of any great confequence ;
but it may thow, how cautious we fhould be,
in relying upon the suthority of illuftrious
names.

In this obfcurity of human affairs, nothing
remains for a wife hiftorian, but to confine
himfelf to great and notorious events, in which
the true and inconteftzble part of all Hiftory
confifts ; for, whenever he defcends to parti-
cular charzfters, and minute defcriptions, or
attempts to relate the very words, and unfold
the, fentiments, of princes, he will run inte
wildnefs and uncertainty, and lead his readers
inte a kind of fairy land, while they expec to
he conduéted through the paths of real know-
ledge. Since in Hiflory, as in Philofophy, we
can only carch the general and friking res
of Truth, it is a folly to duck her picture with
ear own imperfe& colours, and to drefs up

. " 2 Phan-;
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2 phantom of our imagination inflcad of a
reality. .

There are 2 multitude of hiftorical pieces in
the Perfan, Arabian, and Turkifb languages ;
fome of which arc tolerably authentick, all
curious and entertaining, but very few written
with tafte Gr fimplicity, and none, which an~
{wer in any degree to the Ciceronian idea of
perfection : they contain, however, the beft
materials for an Hiftory of 4fs from the age
of Mabhomed to the prefent century, and the com-
pletion of (uch a work, if any man had leifure
or courage to undertake it, would greatly en-
rich our European literature, )

We come now, after a long intecval, to con-
fider the Perflan Hiftory of the Life of NA-
DER SHAH, which was tranflated by the au-
thor of the following work. It muft be allow-
ed, that his teftimony is not wholly free from
fufpicion ; but his narrative muft neceflarily be
more aathentick, than that of our traveliers,
who could not poffibly be acquainted with the
fa&s, which they relate fo confidently. The
Perfian hiftorian attended his Hero in many of
his expeditions, and was an eye-witnefs of the
aftions which he defcribes : it is probable, in-
deod, that his attachment to the Deliverer of
his country might induce himn to paint Nuder
Shab in br aod more pleaiing colours
than he 5 to caft a veil over the de-

4 formitics
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formities of his charalter, and to prefent us

only with the beauties of it; but, asthe work

was finithed after the -death of the Monarch,

and as it pafles a very free cenfure upon the

fatter part of his life, we may reafonably con-

* ¢lude, that the author delivers his real fent-

ments, though his veneration for the memory

of o extraordinary a man often betrays him

into ¢xprefijons, which border upon the mean-

cft flattery. The Perfian language has de-

clined fo much from its original purity, that

no great elegance could be expected from

Mirza Mabadi : the wotk is genuine, and may

be’ recommended as a curiofity ; but I will

fairly confels, that, had I been left to my own

choice, it would have been the laft manufcript

in the world, which I thould have thought of
tranflating : out of fo many Perfian books of
poetry, ethicks, criticifm, feience, hiftory, it -
would have been eafy to have feletted one

more worthy of the publick attention ; and

the works of Hafez or Sadi might have been

printed for half the cxpenfe, and in half the

time, -

T was willing, however, to try, whether this
Afatick hiftory might not appear to better
advantage without the fiffocs of a verbal |
tranflation ; with which intent I drew up,a
fhort abftraf of i# in my native language: I
ftripped the original of its affe@ed flowers and
ornaments, and here prefent the Englifh reader

with
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with all the interefting fa&s in a plain and
natural drefs ; but, in compliance with T«/ly’s
rules, I have in fome places- ventured to inter-
pole my own judgement upon counfels, afls,
and events ; have preferved the order of time
without anticipation or confufion; and have
occafionally interwoven the defcription of re-
markable plages ; taking care to affert nothing
of any moment without the authority of the
Perfian to fupport it, and not to run after the
falfe gleam of conje&tures and reports, by
which moft of the writers on the fame fubje@®
have been led. After all, I am far from ex-
peéting, that this little work will give me any
claim to the title of an Hiftorian : when I com-
pare my piece, not only with the sdea of Ci-
cero, but even with the produtions of others,
I am like the drop of water, in the fable of
Sadé, which fell from a cloud into the fea,
and was loft in the confcioufnefs of its own
infignificance. ‘The chief merit of the book,
if it hasany, confifts in exhibiting in onc view
the tranfaltions of fixty years in the fineft part
of Afiz, and in comprifing in a few (hort fec-~
tions the fubftance of a large volume. Life is
fo thort, and time fo valuable, that it were
happy for us, if all great works were reduced
to their quinteflence : a famous fcholar at Leip-
Jfick propofed to reprint the vaft compilation of
M. d’Herbelot enlarged to the double of its
prefent fize ; but he would deferve better of

the learned world, if he would diminith it to
a fourth

4
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a fourth part of its bulk, by rejecting all its
repetitions and fuperfluitics. -

Before I conclude this preface, it feems ne-
ceflary to give fome account of the two fhort
tracts, which were defigned as preparatory te
the principal work.

. It was thought wnfeful to prefix to the Life
of Nader Shah, g ficcini? defeription of Afa,
and particularly of the Perfan Empire, that the
readen upon opening the Hiftory, might not
find bimfelf in a country wholly unknown to
him ; and that he might be prepared for the
Oriental pames, which in fuch a work could
not poffibly be avoided, and are not cafily ac-
commodated to an Ewvpean ear. Many read-
ers are difgufted with the frequent return of
harfh and unpleafing names of rivers, cities,
and provinces, fhe wvery found of wbhich, they
{ay, comveys the idea of fomething favage ; but
they would be at a lofs to affign a reaion, why
the Aras and the Fordt are words lefs melo-
dious than the Drieper and the Bogh; why the
archbifhop of Gnefnr has a fofter title than the
Mulla of I; ; or why the cities of Samar-
cand and Botbara are lcgagr_ccable to the car
than Warfaw and Cracow ; yet the acconnts of
the northern kingdoms are read with pleafisre,
and are thought to abound with a variety of
interefting events, while the hiftories of the
Eaft arc negleted, and the 4farick fanguages

conlidered
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confidered as inharmonious and nelegant. It
mut}, neverthelefs, be remembered, that a
great part of Perfa, and all Sogdiama, lie in
the fame climate with Irely and dve South of
France ; and that the people of {52 had among
them a number of fine writers, Tublime poets,
eminent artifls, at a time, when our part of
the world had neither learning, poetry, nor
arts ; when the ineftimable remnains of N
nander, Alceus, Sagpbo, and the reft, were
publickly burned at Conflantinople by order of
a Greek Emperor ; and when the inbabitants of
all Europe befides had never heard-of Memander,
or Alaeus, or Sappho.

The differtation on Afiatick Geography muft,
from its very nature, be fiff and uniform.
Tully, whofe noble ftyle might have given 2
grace to any fubje@ whatever, had begun, at
the requeft of Aitticns, to compofe a Geogra-
phical Treatife ; but he never finithed it, becavfe
he found it @ berren forl, thit was not favour-

eble to the flowers of bis longuage *.

I was very foon aware of this objection ;
but, as fuch a work was neceflary to my plan,
it occurred to me, that the fobjedt would ap-

¢ Etenim yrypapud, qoe conflitneram, magaum opos
ell; €t hercule funt reg difficiles ad JAuen-
Niss wec tam poffant avhporpadiizdai, quim videbatur.
Ad At 3. 3.

paar
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pear lefs dry, if it were inter{perfed with anec
dotes of Eaftern literature, and with fummary
+accounts of the learned men, whom each city
of Afia has produced ; for a relation of all their
fieges and reyolutions would have been fiill
more unplca.fﬁnt, and, in general, the cities of
Perfia have had the fame fortune with the
Empire itfelf. It will be fair to acknowledge,
that, in both parts of the Introduion, many

ges are borrowed from the celebrated work
of M. d'Herbelot ; but nothing has been copied
from him, which has not alio beea found in
{everal manufcripts: our materials were taken
from the fame originals ; and it is natural for
two perfons, who fearch the fame mine, to
mect with the fame kind of ore. The prin-
cipal Geographers, whom I confulted, were
Abulfeda, and Ulugbeg ; the firft, a King of
Hama in Syrsa, and the fecond, a grandfon of
Tamerlane, who was alfo an excellent Aftro-
nomer, and built a fine Obfervatory in his im-
perial city of Semarcand. It is much to be
withed, that a correct Map of Afa were ena
graved, with all the names properly {pelled,
and the latitudes of the cities exactly marked,
upon the authority of thefe illuftrious writers;
but fuch 2 work would require infinite labour,
fince 2 number of manufcripts muft be col-
lated, left the miftakes of ignorant tranfcribers
fhould miflead the defigner of the Map, and
the fine art of engraving be applied to per-

petuate
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petuate their ridicnlous errours ®.  Until fome
Geographer, equally fkilled in the Eafern
languages, and in the fcience which he pro-
fcﬂ%s, will fupply an able artift with’ materials
to accomplifth this ufeful defign, the reader of
Afatick hiftory muit be fatisfied with the Maps
of M. de la Croix, which are inferted in his
Life of Tamerlane, and are far the moft accu-
rate ot any, that I have had occafion to confult;
efpecially in the defcription of Kborefan, where
notice is taken even of the caftle at Kelot, fo
frequently mentioned in the following Hiftory.
‘The reader will be candid enough to confider
this eflay on the Geography of Az as the
fketch only of a larger tra&t, which, from the
very nature of an introdutory piece, muft
needs be fuperficial and imperfed; for it
would be abiurd to make any introdu@ion fo
copious, as to divert the reader’s attention from
the work, which it was intended to illuftrate.

" In the fbort Hiflory of Perfia, which follows
the chapters on Geography, I purfued, asclofely
as I was able, the plan of a book compiled
by Articus, which was greatly admired by the
Romans, but is now unfortunately loft : it con-
‘tained an abfirait of general Hiffory, and exh:-

* A table of longitudes and latitudes is alread ‘f ared
by me@with a view to the work herc recommended : but I
defpair of cver finding leilure to execute a tak, which re-
quires fuch attention and accuracy.

bited
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bited in one view a relation of the moff interefling
events, that bappened in a period of fiven bun-
dred years *. ‘Thus the fecond part of my
Introduction comprifes all the great and me-
morable occurrences in the Perfian Empire,
from the doubtful and fabulous ages to the
decline of the S¢ff family in the prefent cen-
tury : it was extraGed from feveral Afarick
witers, Mirkbond, Kbandemir, Perdufi, &c.
and might have been confiderably enlarged,
if all the fables and dull events, which are
found, it muft be confefled, in great abun-
dance in the originals, had been tranfcribed at
full Iength; but it has long been a maxim
with me, that, as nothing fhould be admitted
into Hiftory, which is falfe, how agreeable fo
cver it may be, fo nothing thould be related,
merely becaufe it is true, if it be not either
inftructive or entertzining. ‘The dulleft re-

- fcat ctiam reram geftarum ot memoriz veteris

ordimem, maximé fcilicet noftrz civitatis, fed et J fafersms
populoram o regum illyfirium @ quem laborem uoEs Atzici
noftri Jovavit labor I qui confermvatis norarifgue temsporibas, wibil
ciim illufive prateymitieret, annorum feptizgentorum memariam uno
dibro colligawit.  Cic. Orat. .

Nempe enm dicis, inquit, quo ile owmwem rorum memoriam
Breviter, ct, ut mihi quidem vifum eff, perdiligenter com. .
Flexus et ? Iftum ipfem, inquam, Brute, dico librom mihi
aluti fuifle. Tum Atticxs: Optatifimum mihi quidem eft
quod dicis ; fed quid tandem habuit liber iftr, quod tibi aut
novom ant tanto ufui poflet ee ? Ille verd et nove, inquam,
mihi quidermn multz, et eam utilitatem, quam requircbam,
:.‘t. explicatis ordinibus temperam, uno in confpeiin emmin widerm,

C. °oT

Jd. De Clar. Qrat.
cords
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cords of ancient times fhould be prefcrv'ed‘,

that they may occafionally be confulted; but’
they thould be repofited in cabinets and ar-

chives : as the old arms and utenfils of the
Romans are kept in mufeums for the infpection

of the curious, while modern pieces of clegant

or ufeful workmanthip are the conftant fur-

niture of our apartments, either for our plea-

fure, our convenience, or our defence. The

poctical fables of the old Perfans, however

curious ot amufing, ought not to be mixed,

like glittering drofs, with the pure ore of true
Hiftory : but, if fome ftudent of Eaftern lite-

rature would amufe himfelf with colle@ing

thefe fables, and reducing them to @ Syfem of
Perfian Mythology, he would greatly affiit every
learner of the 4fatick languages ; who, with-
out fuch help, muft be flopped in every page
by allufions to adventures, of which he never
heard ; fince a man, who is unacquainted with
the fairies, dragons, and enchanters, fo fre-
quently introduced in the poems of Ferdufis

who knows nothing of the griffon Simerg, the
fpeaking horfe of Roffam, the dark fea which
furrounds the world, the mountain of Kaf, or
the battle of the twelve Heroes, can no more
pretend to read the fineft writings of Perfa,

than he could underftand the Odes of Pindar,
if he never heard of the Trgjan war, the groves

of Biyfium, the voyage of the Argonauts, or
the feveral attributes of the heathen Drities.

[€] The
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The Perfians would not readily forgive my.
prefumption, if they knew what a liberty I
have taken with their Chronology, and bow many
thoufand years 1 have retrenched from the pre-
tended Duration of their Empire. They reckon
but eleven Monarchs of the ficft race, and nine,
including Darsus, of the fecond; yet they
affign to the reigns of thefe zwenty princes a

riod of above tbree thoufand years, or an
ﬁndred and fifty to each prince one with an-
other’; but thefe are Perfian tfals: human
nature is nearly the fame in all ages; and it
has been proved by the ftrongeft inducion,
that Kings feldom reign, one with another,
longer than eigbteen or twenty years each * ; fo
that we muft afcribe thefe fitions of the Per-

Jian Chyonologers to the vain defire of aggran-
dizing their country, by raifing its Antiquity
fo far beyond the truth.

It is with the utmoft diffidence, that I ven-
ture to add an obfervation of my own upon
any work of NEWTON ; whofe admirable
traéls on the abfiraét fciences, and on the ap-
plication of thofe iciences to natural Philofophy,
exhibit the nobleft fpecimen of perfeltion, to
which the human intelle& can be exalted ; and
whofe treatifes on lighter fubjeéts, though in-

* See Newtow's Chrowolagy, p. §3.

”

capable,
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capable, from their very nature, of ftrict de-
monftration, are not without many firokes: of
that piercing genius, which raifed him above
all men who ever lived : but it appears to me,
that his medium of twenty years to a reign is
too general, and that, in fome ages and nations,
it muft be confiderably lefs, in others, far
greater, according to the neceffary difference
of government or manners, in the different
empires of the world. Thus, by comparing
the duration of the modern Afiatick dynatties,
fince the decline of the Califate, with the
reigns of the feveral princes, I have obferved,
that thofe Monarchs have feldom fitten on the
throne longer than ten or twelve years each,
at a medium; for, if one or two of them
have contrived to hold their feats forty years,
the greater part of them have reigned but fix
or feven, and many have been dethroned in a
few months, fome, even in a few days, after
their acceffion. This can be owing to nothing,
but the imperfection of thofe unhappy govern-
ments, where a Sultan no fooner has the dia-
dem on his head, than his minifters, fons, or
brothers, form a confederacy againft him, fo
that he cither perifhes in the field, or clofes
his days in prifon, to make room for one of
his relations, who frequently meets with the
fame fate : this is apparent from-almoft every
page in the Hiftories of modern Afia. The
cafe was very different in the infancy of the

[c 2] Perfian
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Perfion Empire : the fovereigns were almoft
deified by the people, whom they had civi-
lized ; tﬂc temperance of thofe early ages
might tend to lengthen their natural lives; and
few of them were difturbed by civil wars or
rebellions ; fo that we may fafely allow the
fpace of five bundred and fixty years to the two
15'11: families of Perfian Kings, or fwenty-eight
to a reign; which computation, if we count
backwards, from the death of Darius, in the
three-bundred-thirtieth vear before CHRIST,
will place the foandation of the Perfan Mo-
narchy in the eight-bundred-ninetiet) year be-
fore the fame Epoch, about fourteen years,
according to Newton, after the burning of
Troy, and juit a century before fome General
or fendatory of Tabmuras founded the dynafty
of the Affyrians®* : but here we muft obferve,
that it is not poflible for us, to fix the precife
years, in which each of thefe ancient Mo-
narchs his reign, or how long each of
them really fat on his throne; fo that thefe
calculations, when we defcend to minute par-
ticulars, muft peeds be very uncertain, and,

* If we retrench fo many ceaturies from the Antiquity
of the Perfian Empire, it is impofiible that Casumaras thould
be the Xi Elam mentioned in Scripture, as fome writers
have conjeftured«: and we have inadvertently cited thix
conjefiure without condemning it, in the rbirty-sinsb ga
of the m&ion ;hwheu the candid reader will alter lf:
words, ey vo be tie King of Elam, into thefe, avbom
Joams bave fuppefid 1o be, &c. A ’

A where
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where we cannot hope to find the perfel
truth, we muft, like the old Aeademsicks, be
content with a bare probability. To conclude;
if any effential meftakes be deteGed in this
whole performance, the reader will excufe
them, when he reflefts upon the great variety
of dark and intricate points, which are dif-
cofled in it; aund if the obfcurity of the fubject
be not a fufficient plea for the errours, which
may be difcovered in the work, le¢ i be con-
Jidered, to ufe the words of Pope in the preface
to his juvenile Poems, that there are very few
things in this collection, which were not written
under the age of five and twenty ; moft of them,
indeed, were compofed in the intervals of my
leifure in the South of France, before 1 had
+ applied my mind to 2 ftudy of a very different
nature, which it is now my refolution to make
the fole objet of my life. Whatever then
be the fate of this produ@ion, I fhali never be
tempted to vindicate any part.of it, which may
be thought exceptionable; but fhall gladly
refign my own opinions, for the fake of em-
bracing others, which may feem more pro-
bable ; being perfuaded, that nothing is more
~Jaudable than the love of Truoth, nothing more
odious than the obftinacy of perfifting in Er-
rour. Nor {hall I eafily be induced, when I
have difburdened myfelf of two more pieces,
which *are now in the prefs, to begin any
other work of the literary kind; but fhalt
" confine
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confine myfelf wholly to that branch of know-
Jedge, in which it is my chicf ambition to
cxcel. It is ‘a painful confideration, that the
profeflion of literature, by far the moft labo-
rious of any, leads to no real benefit or true -
glory whatfoever. Poetry, Science, Letters,
when they arc not made the fole bufinefs of life,
may become its ornaments in profperity, and
its moft pleafing confolation in a change of
fortune ; but, if a man addicts himfelf entirely
to learning, and hopes by zbat, either to raile
a family, or to acquire, what fo many with
for, and fo few ever attain, an bonourable re-
tirement in bis declining age, he will find,
when it is too late, that he has miftaken his
path ; that other labours, other fludies are
neceflary ; and that, unlefs he can affert his
own independence in active life, it will avail
him little, to be favoured by the learned,
cfteemed by the emingnt, or recommended
even by Kings. It is true, on the other hand,
that no external advantages can make any
amends for the lofs of virtue and integrity,
which alone give a perfe@ comfort to him
who poflefies them. Let a man, therefore,
who wifthes to enjoy, what no fortune or-
honour can beftow, 1be bleffing of j&lf-afpro—
bation, afpire to the glory given to Pericles by
a celebrated Hiftorian, of being acquainted
with all ufefil knowledge, of expreffiny wbhat
be knows avith copioufnefs and freedom, of Iwigg
s
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bis friends and country, and of difdaining the
mean purfuts of lucre and intereff * : this is
the only career, on which an honeft man
ought to enter, or from which he can hope
to gain any folid happinefs.

® Trivds 10 v dborray mal fppnvsioo Taitay Pavaod; T
nal XPNURTRV HpETTAY.
Thucyd. 2. 6o,
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The flow’s 2nd choice

Of many Provinces fiom boend to bound,
From Araclefa, from Candzer eaft,

And Margiaua, to th’ Hyreanian cliffs

Of Cazcafus, and dark Iberien dales,

From Atropasia, and the neighb'ring plains
Of ddiabene, Mediz, and the fouth

Of Sufana, to Balfara’s haven.

MILTON.
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DESCRIPTION

CHAP L
THE PERSIAN EMPIRE.

RAN*, or the vaft Empire, which we
commonly call PER 8§14, is a country
bounded on all fides by feas or rivers, It
Bhas the Jndian fea on the fouth, and the Cafpian
directly oppolite to it: the Perfan gulf, or, as
the Afaticks call it, the Green Sea, the Tigris and
Euphrates, the Cyrus and Araxes, the Oxus or
Baftrus, and the five branches of the Indus, di-
vide it on the other fides from Arabiz, from
Syria, from Georgia, from Turkefian, and from
, India. As all the provinces in this Empire muft
have changed theicr boundaries in a courfe of
ages, it will not be eafy to reconcile exaétly the
accounts of ancient and modern Geographers ;
but we fhall attempt to make them agree as
nearly® as poffible.

* ol
{A 2] PARS,
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PARS ¥, or Perfis, has on the fouth a gulf,
to which it gives its name, and along which it
extends near three hundred leagues: it has Kei mdn
on the eaft ; Kbuzifds on the wefl; and a valt
defert, named Nowubendigdn, which embraces it
on the north, divides it from Khorafin, or, The
Province of the S4n. On the boider of this de-
fert is the beautiful valley of Bavin ¢, often al-
Tuded to by the Arabign pocts, which is reckoned
one of the four Paradifes of Afa; the other thice
are the wvale of Damafcrs, the banks of the 1iver
Obolla, and the plain of Sogd, in the midit of
which ftands the Hourtthing city of Semarcand :
all thefe places are faid by travellers to be de-
lightfully pleafant; and the mildnefs of the air,
joined to the clearpels of the rivulets, which

eep a perpetual verduie on,the phino, give us
the ideca of the moft charnii.g feenes in nature.

The fineft cities in Perfis are, 1. SITRAZ,
farrounded +.ith pleafant gardens, and famous
. for having civen birth to the poets, flafez and
Sddi : its mhabitants are {air and well made, and
are remarkable for the livciinefs of their wit.
2. TEZ D, the butn-phce of Shafeddin Ali, an
elegant zuthor, who wrote the hifc of Tamerlane :
" and, 3. FIRUZ.IBAD, or, T"e Regios of Hap-
pinefs, where a very able grammarian was born,
who compiled an admirable dictionary of the
drabick lanwuage, which he joilly entitled | A/
cdutits, or, The Ocean; he lived in the fourteenth ’

* oty
t InPofar )ed 2L
t In sabet (raelifl

CCRLUTY,
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century, and Tamerla -~ is faid to Kave made him
a prefent of five thoufand ducate : he is ufually
called Firdzabdldi.

“When you have paffed the defert of Notvken-
digin, you enter the province of KHOR 4-
SAN, the Ba@rima of the Ancients : it is the
moft eaftern kinsdom of Iran, aad takes .its
name from Kh¢ *, an old word for the Suyn.
It is bounded on the north by the Oxns,
bn the weft by 4 defert, and on the eaflt by
the mountaing of Caeadabi,, which feparate 1t
from India. Its principal cities, all of which
have been at different times the feats of Kings,
are, 1. BALKH, where Lohers)p, fucceflor to
Cyrus, retired, having placed his fon upon the
tflroue of Perfia; it was the birth-place of Mirk.
hend, the kiftorian, and of the fublime poet
Gelaleddin, who wrote the Méfravi, a moral
work, highly cftecrmed in the Eaft. 2. HERAT,
the Aria of the Groeks, .whence the territory
depending on it was called Ariana; it was 2
magnificent City, till it was 1uined by the Tar-
tars: the learned Khrademir, who was bom in
it, gives us a full defeription of its palaces,
Jmoiques, and gudens, in the twelfth chapter of
his General Hiftory. 3 MERU SHAH7AN, or,
The Deliz "t of Kizgs; 1t was once a pleafant 2ity,
but had th: ame fate with Heraf. 4. NISHA-
POR, which was built or repaired by Shapor,

® W Pofian_y )i This word*is ufed by F s 2uff; botyin
the modern language of the poets, it is commonly jained
with Oads 3 word of the fame meguing.

[Aeg]) - fon
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fon of Ardefhir. Several excellent men were
born in this City, the chief of whom were
Aitér, who wrote a Pendndma, or book of In-

. frultions, and Citebi, who compofed a poem oz
the loves of Babarém, king of Perfia, and the

fair Gulendéim. The great fguare of this city was
called Meidin, in which was born 2 learned gram-
marian, thence named Meidéns, who publifhed 2
Large collection of Arabian proverbs, with elabo-
rate notes. The other populous city of Kborafan
is, 4. TUS, now called MESHERED, or, The
tomb of Martyrs 5 which was made ip this century
the Capital of Khorafan; it was the native city of
the aftronomer Nasireddin, and the poet Ferdiifs,
who, after a2 number of adventures, ended his
days in it. The little town of 74 M or ZA'M
deferves to be mentioned among thefe cities,
becaufe it was the birth-place of the illuftrious.
JFAMI, a moft animated and elegant poet, whofe
beantiful compofitions, on a great variety of

* fubjedts, are preferved at.Oxford in twenty-two.

volumes. He flourithed in the middie of the
fifteenth century, and dedicated one of his

to Mohammsd 1. The cities of Balbh,
E:m:, and Meru, or at leaft the names of them,
are very ancient : they are faid to be men-
tioned by Zerdufbt, in the firt feftion of his
Pazend, among the fixteen dclightful places,
which Ormufd raifed, and Aberman endeavoured
to defiroy.

SEGESTAN *, or SISTAN, the Drangiana-
of the Greeks, has part of the Defert, Ker-

O

£ Mﬂ,
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man, on the Weil; and on the Eaft the country
of Gour, famous for a rich mine of turkis-ftones,
betwesn ‘which and /ndia lies the territory of
Riwver ; it touches alfo, at its eaftern boundary,
the province of MULT AN, which makes a part of
Sind : it has another defert, and part of Mocran,
on the fouth, and joins on the north to Zablefiin.
The country of Segefian confiits chiefiy of plains,
and is very frnitful in palm-trees; it is alfo tich
in mines of gold, the ore of which is uncom-
monly puré. Its chief cities are, *1. BOST,
whence 2 wmoral poet of great reputation in
Ferfia was named BOSTT; and, 2. ZERENGE,
which was a populous and commercial town
during the reign of the Sofarian princes. This
province, and ZABLESTAN, the ancient Adra-
chefia, wete confidered as one principality by the
old Perfians ; and Rgflam, the commander undcr
Cyrus, held it as a fief from the Kings of Franm.
The cities of note in Zablefién ave, 1. CABUL,
which, indeed, is gegerally reckoned the capital
of another province, named CABULISTAN, and
no man, as the Indians fay, can be called the*
ruler of India, who has not taken poffeflion of
Cibul. 2. MEIMEND, an agreeable town, fur-
rounded with meadows watered by frefh {treams,
and with gardens, that produce excellent fruit.
2. GAZNA, or GAZNIN, from which the
family of Mahmdd, who conquered thefe pro-
vinces in the tenth cepgtury, were called Gaoz-
nevis; it is an unpleafant city, and its inha-
bitants are forced.to fend to Meimend for their
fruit and herbage : this city, as well as Cébu/, was
under the dominion of the Indisn Emperorin the
prefent century, but they were an eafy conqueft
to the Perfians. 4. BAMIAN, which Genghiz

took ftorm in the year 1221, and almoft
> (A% " ruined,
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tuined, in the violence of his grief for the loft
of his grandfon, who was killed during the

fiege. . .

We may place the large province of SIND®
next to Segefidn, becaufe, though it is generall
reckoped a part of India, yet it comprchcnd’;
both MOCRAN, the ancient Gedroffa, and
MULTAN, which have been confidered as pro-
vinces of Perfia; and here we may obferve,
that the Egflerns divide the /adian Empire into
two parts, which they call HIND, and SIND :
by Hizd, in its firiGteft fenfe, they mean the
diftricts on both fides of the Ganges, and by
Sind, the country that lies on each fide of the
Sinddb or Indus, elpecially wherc it difcharges
itfelf into the ocean, Sind, therefore, including
Mocrdn and Mudtdn, is bounded on the fouth by
'he Indian fea, which embraces it in the form
of a bow : it has Hind on the eaft, and on the
welt, Kermdn, with part of Segeffan, which alfo
,bounds it on the north ; but if, with fome Geo-

_graphers, we make it comprile even Zablyfin
and Cfbul, its northern limits will extend as far
a3 CASHMIR §, that delightful and extraor-
dinary valley, cclebrated over all Asia for the
.Ingular beauty of its inhabitants, the ferenity of
its air, and the abundance of its delicious fruits:
if, again, we include Ca/bmir alfo in this divifion
of Fedia, it will read® as far northward as
TIBIT or TOBAT, the country of the fineft
mufk, which has China on the caft, and Oriental

* Ol t laPerfian |
Tartary
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Tartary on the weft and north; bhut we are
}vandenng from our road : let ws return to
rdﬂ. .

The principal cities of Sindare, 1. DAIEUL,
where the Pertuguefz had a fettlement. 2. ALIN-
SURAT, which we by contraction call Swrdt,
fituated in the territory ot NAMBAI4, a city
well known to our merchants and travellers :
and 3. BIRU N, famous for being the birth-

lace of Aou Ribdn an cxcelient Aftronomer and

hilofopher, who travelled forty years in Indio
in fearch of knowledge ; thongh fome writers
. fuppofe him to be a native of another Birin in
Kbai éam.

Between AMocran, the mountains of which
are wathed by a branch of the Indus, and Perfic,
is the province of KERMAN*, or, as the Anci-
ents called it, Carmania; which is bounded by
the defert on the north, and on the fouth by
the Perfian gulf : the wil of Rurmdn is exticendy
dry, as it 1s watcred by no confiderable river.
The cities of this province are, 1. SIRF4N,
which the inhabitants have contrived to waler
with artificial capals. 2. ZEREND, and g.
HORMUZ, which was formerly on the con-
tinent, but was afterwaids transferred to an
ifland of the fame name in the gulf of Perfa.
The comnicree of this city was removed by the
Perfians to the port of A'bas, or Gomrén. Many
learned men were boir in Kerman, the moft
celebaa.tcd of whom weic the pocts Abdrab

¥ LS
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Rermini, and Omadeddin: the firlt of them was
remarkable for'the richnefs and fplendour of
his ftyle, the fecond for the correfinefs and
elegance of his verfes ; they both left colleftions
of their Odes and Elegies.

To the weft of Parr is the province of KHU-
ZISTAN *, which the Greeks called Sufiana; it
has no mountain in it, but confifts wholly of

plains. It has of Perfian Irdk on the
north, the Guif to the fouth; and it extends
weftward as far as the plains of Wifes, and the
port of Bgfra, whence Milton fays

‘The fouth
Of Sufiana, #o Balfira’s baven.

But he pronounces the word Bafra very im-
properly, and makes alfo a confiderable mif-
take, in putting into the mouth of the Temprer
the name of a city, which was not built till fiy
bundred years after the Temptation. ‘The princi-
pal cities of Kbuziffin are, 1. TOSTAR or
SHUSTER, the ancient Sxfz, famous for a
manufactory of rich velvets. 2. AHWAZ, which
has a large territory, or rather province around
it: the country of Abwaz contains the {maller
cities of Corksb, Dourék, Rambermoz, and Afcar
Mocram. ,

ARABIAN or Babylonian IRAR 4, the ancient
Babylonia or Chaldea, comprifes the diftricts,

e T g
which
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which lic on each fide of the Tig+s, and con-
fequently has Mefopstamia on the weit, and Cié-
bifidn or Paribhia on the eaft. This was the feat
of the Babylonian princes; and the ruins of
Babel or Babylen are fiill fhown at fome diftance
from BAGDAD, the capital of the province;
which was built in the middle of the eighth
century by the Calif d/manfér. This city was
raifed on the fpot, where 2 Perfian princefs
had formerly built a palace, which fhe called
the gift of Bag, the name of her idol; but
Almanfor named it £be Manfion of Peare, becaufe
he had juft put an end to a fortunate war, when
the city was finithed. Bagdid was alfo called
ZAURMA, by which name the illuftrious and
amizble Togr#i’ mentions it in his poem,
entitled Lamia. The Arabians, who inhabited
this City under the Califs, were remarkable for
the purity and elegance of their dialet; whence
Sadi boafts, that he knew the art of love, as
well as a native of Bagdu / {poke the language of
Arabia. The Tartars, Perfiars, and Turks have
been fucceflively in pofleflion of thiscity : it was
taken in the ycar 1638 by the Sultan sfrad IIE
and it has remaincd to this day in the hands of the
Turkifb princes, for Ahmed, who goveined it in
the prefent ceatury, had the addrets to defend it
againft the repeated aflanits of the Perfrans. The
other confidcrable citics of Irék are; 2. CUFA4,
from which the ancient drabick letters are called
Cifick, for the modern characers were not in-
vented till the beginning of the tenth century.
The neighbourhood of ng'a has been rendered
facretl to'the Perfians by the tombs of 4#, and
his fon Huffain, who was killed on the plain of

-
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Kerbeld *. 3. HEIF, remarkable for' a fountain
of naphtha or bitumen, with which, according
to the Onental tradition, the tower of Babel was
built on the plains of Senaar. 4. MADAIN, near
which the ancient Ctefipbon probably flood; it
was the metropolis of Ira# in the reign of Perviz,
whofe throne of mafly gold, covered with jewels,
together with other ineftimable treafures, was
found in it, after the battle of Cadz/fiz, and plun-
dered by the drabs. 5. HOLVAN, where the
Califs ufed to refide in fummer for the frethnefs
of its air; it ftands in the mountains between
the twe Iraks: and, laftly, BASRA a com-
mercial City well known to our merchants; it
is unpleafantly fituated, by rcafon, of the un-
common drynefs of the foil; but not far from
it the river Obolla flows through a dclightful
valley, and makes it one of the moft beautiful
fpots in Afa. In this city was born the cele-
brated Harir:, who compofed a moral work in
fifty differtations on the changes of fortune,
and the various conditions of 5ifuma.n life, in-
terfperfed with a number of agreeable adven-
tures, and feveral fine pioces of poetry: the

* Mr. Hawwway has metamorphofed this Balylonian plain
into a Perfian Prophet, whom he calls Gherdellai. {Vol. iv.
pagzju Such a miftake is very eacufable, as the name of
Krr i

F)

2 tings, fays M. &’H vbelot, in ali the clegies that have ’

been compofed on the death of Huffin ; but the worthy
writer h:nr too great a cpnfidence in his aothorities. The
twelve prophets, cr, more properly, high-priefts of the
Perfians, ave Ali, Hafon, Huyflin, Ali 1. Mobumwued, Yafar,
Mufa, Riza, Abu j’gw, i 1II. Haffan 11. and ddekads,
who is fuppofed by the zealots of the fe&k to be fill living,
zud doomed to appear om the laft day with the Mcffab.

« ftyle
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fiyle of thefe difcourfes * is (o rich, elcgdalnt,
and flowery, that a man, who underftands them
accurately, may juitly be called a perfet malter
of the Arabick language. ’

PERSIAN IRAK, named alfo CUUHIST AN or
the mountainous country, and GEBAL, which has
the fame fenfe in Arabick, feems to be the Parthia
of the Ancients: it is remarkable, that the words
Parthia and Perfia were both taken from one
word, that is, Pars, or Parth, for the Afaticks
had a letter, which they fometimes pronounced
th, and fometimes s; Pars 1 fignifies a Lesperd,
and the country might, perhaps, have taken its
name fram its being infefted with beafts of that
fpecics : but this is only offered as a conjeéture,
and the fact, on which it is grounded, may hap-
pen not to be true; it adds, however, fome
weight to this opinion, that the people pf Afz
frequently gave names to countries from the
animals which were found in them, or the plants
which they produced : thus Fart of Africa was,
very probably, named Libys from Lebia §, which
fignifics a Lionefs in the caftern dialetts. It may
be worth while to remark in this place, that the
Qld man of the mountarn, who is mentioned in
qur accounts of the Crufades, was no other
than a Prince of the Ifmaelian family, who
reigned in Gebal, or the mountainous province,
wig:l the title of Sheikh, an Arebick word, figni-
fying an Old man as well as a Prince.

"

o In Arabick ololig Micamit or Sitings,
4+ In Pafian letters O™ -Jl'"a"
3 In Arabut g .
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-The two Iraks are faid to be fine provinees;
and their beauties are particularly deferibed by

. the Perfian poet Kbacén: in his poem entitled Jra-

kein, the dual number of Irak.

The principal cities of Cubiffdn are, 1. IS-
PAHAN, which the Sgf family made the Me-
tropolis of their kingdom. The fplendour and
riches of this city under 4bbas, and his imme-
diate fucceflors, are well known in Eurspe by the
relations of Chardin, who hes deferibed them with
a minute exactnefs ; but for us, who prefer the
%:.nius of its inhabitants to the luxury of its

ings, it will be fuflicient to mention the learned
men, who were born in it: the chief of them
were Omdd Elciteb, who publithed the life of
Seldbeddin, whom we call Saladin, in feven
volumes, and an account of the Sizge of JFerufalem
in a feparate work, both written in a fowery and
elevated ftyle; and the poet Kemileddin, who
left a Divan, or colleftion of his elegant verfes.
2. HAMADAN, an agrecable city, fituated near
the mountain Avénd, and remarkable for a freth
and temperate air; it was the birth-place of an
eloquent writer, who produced fome rhetorical
difccurfes, in imitation of which, Hazriri com-
pofe-! lils admirable differtations. 3. KOM, where
the richeft Perfian filks were woven. 4. CASHAN,
famous likewife for its manufadory of filk, and
for the dangerous venom of its {corpions, which
has even pafled into a proverb. 5. CAZFVIN,

“called alfo Gemdlabid, or the Region of Beauty,

where many able fcholars, and learned hiftorians
were born. 6. REI, the moft northern &ty of
Parthia, in which were born the fublime philofo-
plier Fakbreddin, and the phyfician, commonly

2 - called
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ealled Rézi, whofe works begin to be known
in Europe, as thofe of Beerbave begin to be
fudied in Afia - and 7. NOHAVEND, celcbrated
for being the {cene of the laft battle, which the
Perfians were able to give to the Arabs, who
gained a compiete vittory under the command of ,
Ebn Yemen in the year of Chrift 641, on a day
which the Arabians call ¥ The victory of witlories.
Thefe cities, together with Abber, Sava, and
others, have been cxadlly defcribed by the
traveller Chardin.

The province of Cxbifién has on the Eaft the
vaft delert of Noubendigén, and, on the Weft,
Azarbigian, the ancient Media ; its fouthern limits
are the borders of Sufiana; its northern, part of
Dilem and Mazenderin.

AZARBIGIANt, or Media, ARRAN or Atre-
atia, and ARMENA, or Armenia, are confidered
fome Eaftern Geographers as One Province

or Kingdom, and we may, therefore, defcribe
them together. They are bounded on the caft
by part of Cubiftén, and the Cafpign provincces,
on the weft, by R, or the lower Afia; on the
north they have Georgia and Circaffia, on the
fouth, a canton of Mefopotamia, and Curdijtin,
part of the ancient 4ffyria. The moft remark-
able cities of Azarbigidin are; 1. ARDEBIL,
confidered as facred by the Perfians, for contain-
ing the tombs of S¢fiaddin and Heider, the vene-
rable anceftors of the Seff family. 2. T4BRIZ,

* I ik g AP 1 0
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commonly called Tauris, which, in the laft céns,
tury, was a large and beautiful city, but has
been much impaired during the late diforders
in Perfig - it ftands at the foot of a mountain,
which the Greeks called Oronfer, a word cor+
dupted, perhaps, from Orond ; and a {mall river
winds through its ftreets. The air of Zauris is
cool, dry, and fo healthy, that it is {atd to have
taken its name from its quality of refiting any
noxious infedtion ; for Tab fignifies ¢ fever, and
Riz 13 the participle of Rikhren, 1o difperfe *.
There was an ancient city, which ftood nearly
in the fame place, and is callcd Ta8pis by Profemy.
The mott illuftrions perfon born at Tabriz, was
the poet Hemdém, who flourifhed in the thirteenth
century, and was contemporary with Sad’. "There
is a ve'y agreeable flory told by M. & Herbelot
of thefe two poets, which, .though forcign from
the fubje& of geography, deferves to be inferted.
84idi, who fpent his youth in travelling, hap~
pened to meet Hemim 1n a certain city, either in
a bath or at a banquet: they converfed for a
long time without knowing one¢ another, and
difcovered the places of their birth ; fome time
after, Hemdm, obferving that Sadi was almoft
baild, a defet imputed to the air of Shiraz,
fhowed him the bottom of a eup, which he held
in his hand, and afked him /Aow it bappencd, that
the heads of the Shirazians were like that cup : Sadi,
without hefitating, took the cup, and, prefenting *
the hollow part of it to his companion, tell me
iz, faid be, bow it bappens that the beads of the
Tabrizians are like this, Hemdm, who was very
rich and well born, was {furprifed at fo fipart*a

*In P‘r_ﬁdu "__;:._‘)'
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reply from a dervife, for Sadi ufed to travel in
that drefs, and began to treat him with more
refpet: * You come, faid he, from Shirax ; do you
 know Sddi? has be compofed any new piece of
¢ poetry ° Sadi replied, that he knew him, and
repeated fome of his fineft verfes. The other
was highly pleafed with them, and atked him
if the people of Shiraz fet any value on the poems of
Hemdm ; he anfwered, that they were greatly ad-
mired, and repeated a couplet taken from them,
which intimated, « that there was a veil betueen
“ bis beloved and bim, but that it <was time to
 remove it, and bave o full view of ber pefe-
 trons.”” Upan this they made themielves known
to each other, and cultivated the firifteft friend-
thip till their death. .

The great cities of Arran and Armenia are,
GANGIA, and ERIVAN, its Capital, 2 laige but
unpleafant town, without any fine edifice in ic,
or any other ornament than a number of gardens,
and vineyards. Some Geographers, and among
them the prince of Hamah, place in Armenia
the cities which we confider as belonging to
Georgia or Gurgiftdn ; thefe are SHAMCU R, and
TEFLIS, a city not large but tolerably clegant ¢
it is wathed on the eaftern fide by the river
Eer or Cyrur, and defended on the other fides
by ftrong and beautiful walls.

SHIRVAN * and DAGHESTAN t or The coun-
try of rocks, are thofc provinces which Milton calls

+ olaslo
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The Hyrcanian cliffs
Of Caucafus, and dark fberian dales.

The firft of them feems to be derived from
Shir, a lien, and the fecond from Ddigh, a cliff-
Dagbefian, the ancicnt Albenia, which is inha-
bited by a bold and warlike race of banditti,
called Lek=ies, reaches along the Cafpian to the
borders of the Rujfian Empire: it has on the
north the vaft defert of Capchir, which has ever
been the nurfery of hardy and untamed war-
riours; and extends from the Wolga to the im-
menfe regions of north-eaftern Tartary or Siberia.
The cities of Shirvdn are, 1. BACU, a port on
the Cafpian lake, whence it is called zbe Sez of
Bicw: 2. SHAMAKHI, a city well known to
the Ruffians : and 3. DERBEND or the barrier,
which flands at the foot of Mount Cawncafus or
Feitif, and commands the Cafpian : this place
was called by the ancients Cofpie porte, by the
"FTurks, Demir Capi, or, the gate of iron, and by
the Arvabs, Bdbelabwib* or the important paj-
* fage. It was anciently confidered as the boun-
dary of the Perfian Empire, and an old king
of Perfia built to the north of it a vaft wall, like
that of Ghina, which has been repaired at differ-
ent times, in order to prevent the incurfions of
the Khozdrs, and other favage nations, who in-
fefted the rocks betwcen the Cafpran and
Euxine feas. Some ruins of this mound are fill
to be feen, and the cement of it is as hard as
marble. 'This city was once thought {o con-
fiderable, that the governor of it had the privi-
Yege of giving audience in ¢ golden chair,avhence

b Lit:ra.lly The gate of gaies.
the
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the territory around it was called Serireddhebab,
or, the throne of gold *.

DILEM and GHILAN, the country, perhaps,
of the ancient Cadufé and Gele, are defcribed
together by the illuftrions Geographer 45!
Fedd, prince of Himab, who reckons but feven
towns in them, neither of which are at all re-
markable: thefe provinces, according to him,
contain two degrees from fouth to north, and
about three from weft to ealt. Thefe two coun-
trics, joined to TABEREST/AN, and MAZEN-

LRAN t, feem to form the great kingdom,
called by the Ancients Hyrcania and Murgiana.
The capital of Mazenderin is, A4:TLRABAD,
which ftands in the territory of Faji'n; and the
chief city of Talerestan is, AMOL, the birth-
place of Ibn Joreir or Taberi, an exat and
agreeable Hiftorian, whefe work was pub-
lithed in Arabick at the beginning of the tenth
century, and has fince been trandlated by eminent
writers into Perfian and Tur kifh.

Khuarezm, or KHAREZAM Y, the country of
the ancient Chorafmis, lies on each fide of the
Oxus, as far as the place where it formely
difcharged itfelf into the Cafpian; fo that.it be-
lIongs partly to Irdn, partly to Zucdn: it has

at Tartary on the north and north-eaft,
%an{/}:’q on the fouth, and is boundcd on the

* In drabick LS A
+ In Perfian me_‘_}l-o_, ULJ;N)QJ.
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eaft by the Trenfoxan provinces. Thé word
Kbarezm fignifies 1 old Perfian an eafy conqueft,
and took its name, weare told, from an ex-
preffion of Cyrus, who, having in this country,
defeated a numerous ariny of Turanigns, with
little lofs on his fide, was heard to ﬁy
Kharezmi biid, or, it was an eafy viclory; a tradi-
tion, which feems to prove the antiquity of the
Perfion language, for Reazm, in the modern
diate@, fignifies o battle, and Bid, it was.
The Kbarezmians Rave always been efteemed
lovers of mufick and poetry; fome of their
verfes are preferved in drabick, which were very
fprightly and elegant. They have not a very
warm climate, for their rivers are generally
frozen in winter. The principal cities of Kbarezm
are, 1. CORCANGE, whofe inhabitants ufed to
traffick in raw filk and faffron ; it flands on the
weft of the Oxus, which in this place bends its
courfe to the north. 2. CATH, once the capital
of the province. 3. HEZARESB, famous for a
caftle almoft impregnable. 4. DARGAN, the
firft city which you enter, if you come from Meri
in Khorafdn. 5. ZAMAKHSHAR, renowned only
for being the birth-place of a great fcholar and
able grammarian, cammonly calied Zamakhbari ¥,
author of a2 moft learned and entertaining work
in ninety-nine chapters, which he chofe to en-
title 4/ Rati, ‘or The Vernal Recreation § : to thefe
gitics Abulfeds adds FARABR a fmall town clofe
to the Oxus, near which the river is fordable,

In Anbick (_‘gj.’;.i")-,l{
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BADAKHSHAN and” TOKHARESTAN *,
the countries of the ancient Mafagete, lic to-
wards the fource of the Gibén or Oxus, and are
feparated from Turdn by the diftrict of Kbotlin,
and the town of Vaéh/b, which ftands in a plea-
fant and fruitful territory. Thereis a city alfo
vamed Badakh/bin, near which are fome mines,
where the Jal/afi rubies are commonly found.
We have a colleétion of poems by a native of
this country, who is commonly called Badak/?: ;
one of his couplets is quoted® by M. d’Herbelot,
in which he compares the life of man to an boeur-
glafs, that is always alternately bigh and low {.
On the fouth of Badakfhén is the province and:
city of CANDAHAR {, fitnated in the moun-
tains, which the Greeks called Paropamzfus.

ALGEZIRAH, or the Peninfula, for fo the
Arabians call the province of Mefopotamia, lies,
*as its Greek name imports, between the two
rivers Tigris and Eupbrates, or, as_the Eafterns
call them, Degelab, and Fordt. This extenfive
country is divided into four Didr, or canfons,
which tock their names from as many drabian
tribes, who formerly fettled in them ; that of
Becr is beft known to our Geographers. The
principal cities of Mefopotamia are, 1. ROHA,
called by our writers Edeffa, which was taken

* ol 4 o lasay
%+ The Perfian couplet is, f
ondis L wﬁrg GYY L-).J.l /
gy (Fely g (Fe
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by the Crufaders, and afterwards recovered by
thke Perfians from Baldwin, King of Ferufalem.
2. HARRAN, which the Romans called Carrbe,
where Craffes and his army were defeated. 3.
RACCA, not Aracla, as it 15 written in the maps,
the birth-place of the afironomer Batini, 2
very accurate oblerver of the heavens. 4. NAS-
STBIN, the Nifibe of the Ancients, which has
been a fubjeét of perpetual contention between
the Perfian and Rgman Emperors : and, 5. MU-
SEL, near which it is fuppofed, that Niniveh
was ant:lently built ; it was the native city of
an excellent mufician, thence named Mife/, who,
‘by the power of his melody, is faid to have
reconciled the Calif A4/ Rajb:d to the fair Ma-
ridab, his mifirefs, at whofe behaviour he had
taken fome offence.

CHAP.
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CHAP IL
THE TARTARIAN KINGDOMS.

THE large and beautiful kingdom, which
lies between the Gibin and Sibin, or the
ancient Oxus and Jaxartes, is called by the Per-~
fians TURAN *, by the Arabians, Mewaran-
nahar +, or, The province beyond the river, and by
the Greeks Sogdiana, from the pleafant valley of
Sogd, which fhall prefently be defcribed : they
ml§ht have called it Mefopetamia, -if that name
had not been before applied to another country.
It has Tibet on the eaft, and on the north, the
vaft regions of Turkeffan or Scythia, which reach
to the confines of the Ryfian apd Chinefe Em-
pires. The valley or plain of SOGD | pafles
among the Afiaticks for one of the moft delight-
“ful fpots in the world ; it is an hundred and
twenty miles in length, and fixty in breadth,
and a large river, named Ca7, rolls through it,
which branches into a thoufand clear fircams,
that water the gardens and cultivated lands,
with which the whole plain is covered. In the
midft of this vale flands the city of SAAAR-
CAND, which was very rich and flourifhing in
the fourtcenth century : the territory is now
‘pofleffed by the Uzbeks, a warlike nation, who

8 4] took
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took it from the defcendants of Tamerlane, That
Conqueror was born at CAS H, a pleafant city,
about a day’s journey from Semarcand. In fhort,
Ssgdiana lics in the fame climate with Jtaly and
Piovence, and has the advantage of a fky per-
petually clear, the cooleft rivers, and the moft
excellent fruits. The other famous cities of
Tranfexiana are, 1. BOK1IARA, through which
the Ruffian merchants ufed to pafs in their jous-
neys to China ; it was in this century the feat of
a fovercign prince, whom Mirze Mabadi calls
king of Bokhdra, by which he means the whole
territory of Sopdiana. 2. NAKHS HEB, where
a celebrated author was born, who wrote In
Perfian a book called The Tales of a Parret, not
unlike the Decamerons of Boccace. 3. ZAMIN,
where the fineft manna of all 4fiz is gathered.
4. OSRUSNAH, furrounded by a diftrict, that
has four hundted ftrong caftles in it. 5. FAR-
GAN/, the birth-place of a great aftronomer,
ufually called Alfargéni, who flourithed in the
ninth century. ~The mountains near Fargéna
abound in tutkis-ftones, as well as in rich miucs
of gold and filver.

The vaft Empire, which lies beyond the 7ix-
arfes, between the dominions of the Czar and
the Emperor of China, 1s called by the Afaticks,
who {peak correly, TURKLSTAN*, or,
The country of the Oriental Turks, an ancient
and martial people, who, under the names of
Getes, Moguls, and Tariars, have, at different

* times, poured in great numbcrs into the more

weltern
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weftern and fouthern kingdoms. The principal
citics of Turkeflinare, 1. BALASAGU N, which
was once its Capital. 2. SHASH, which gives
its name .to a river that flows from the ‘Sibin,
and joins another called Fardb. 3. SHAHRO-
KHIA, built by Tameriane upon the birth of his
fon, whom he called Shabrok5, or, Check with
the rock, becaufe he was playing at chefs, and
had juft beaten his adverfary by that firoke,
when he received mews of the prince’s birth,
This city ftands on the banks of the Iixartes,
over which there is a large and clegant bridge
in this part. 4. FARAB, or FARIAB, other-
wife called Otrdr, the birth-place of two very
learned men, the great philofopher and mufician
Al Faridbi, and an able grammarian, known to
us by the same of 4/ Foiberr, ov, The Jeweller,
who compiled a voluminous dictionary of the
Arabick language, entitled Sebidb, in which the
Pprincipal words are illuftrated by chofen paflages
Egm the old Arabian pocts*, There is nothing
very.remarkable in the other cities-of Turks/én,
as [lak, Toncdt, and the reft ; they ftand between
the pincty-ninth, and hundred and firft degrees
of longitnde, and are between forty-one and’
forty- from the Equator. The province of

* This labarious fcholar loft his {enfes through an excefs of
learning, and was killed by 2 fall in 2 mad avtempr o fly
with a pair of waxen wings. The title of his work Seba’

,.(_L:;‘a fignifies purity, and alfo bealth; which gave occa-

fion to a ridiculons miftake of 2 Freweh Orienmalidt, who
teanflatel the life of Tamerlane from the drabick ; the hifto-
rian, {peaking of the death of a certain drab, fays, be dird
bike the awtbor of Schib, that is, By a fall from the sop of bis
boufe, which the Frenchman, not knowing the allufion,
tranflates, be died in perfelE bealth.g .
KHO-
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KHOTOLAN deferves, indeed, to be more par-
ticularly mentioned; it lies between Tartary,
Badakhfhun, and the territory of Balkh ; its chief
city, which has alfo a confiderable diftri¢k around
it, is named VAKHSH ; and the whole country
is reprefented as fruitful, pleafant, watcred by
feveral rivulcts, and even rich in golden ore,
which the ftrcams often bring down the moun-
tains mingled with their fand.

At the extremity of Turke/in, are the coun-
tries of XHAT A and KHOTEN, which border
on China, and, in this century, were governed
by an independent King, who fent an ambafla-
dor to Nader Shab. The city of Khoten has a
largc territory round it of the fame name, which
is famous for producing very fine mufk, equal
to that of Tibet. A Perftan poct, quoted by
Gelius in one of his manufcripts ¥, alludes
to the mufk of this country in the following
paffage: ¢ When thy charming lctter was
¢ bronght to me, I iaid; ¢ Is it the zephyr
< that breathes from the gardens, or is the fky
“ burning wood of alocs on the cenfer of the
“ fun? or i3 a caravan of mutk coming from
“ Khotent?” To underftand thefe verfes, we

* See the Biblisthigue Oricatalr, p. g9g. where, by {fome
accident, theoriginal of the third verfe 15 omitted.

+ In Prfian,
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muft know,, that the Afiaticks have a cuftom of
perfuming their letters, which they tie up in
little bags of fattin or damafk. The city of
CASHGAR allo, with its territory, belongs,
according to fome writers, to Kbaré ; as well as
KHANBALER, which the Eaftern Geographers
place actually in the Chinefe Empire; this i1s not
the Cambaly of our travellers, which is properly
called Cezbalig, and ftands forty-four degrees
from the Line, and an hundred and threc from
the Canaties. CARACUM is likewife a city of
Kbati, and is fituated in a large plamn covered
awith black fand, from which it derives its name.
All this extenfive Empire was conquered in the
thirteenth century by Tamugin or Gengbiz, who
penetrated even into China, which his fucceflor
0&:it almoft wholly fubdued, and took the city
of Niém Kim, or Nang King, where the Chinefe
prince Aftin burned himfelf and all his family,
that he might not fall into the hands of the
Moguls. .

CHAP.
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CHAD 1.
THE INDIAN EMPIRE.

by the Perfians Hind, or HINDUSTAN A

Country of the Fhindis : it is bounded on th
weft and %uth by the Ocean, on the north b
Candahir and Tumn, on the eaft by Chfn br China
for fo the Afaticks call the Peninfula beyond th
Ganges, which comprifes the kingdoms of 7;
pro, Afim, Aracan, and Siam. The country o
Hind is divided into three parts; 1. Guzerat, o
DECAN, including moft of the fouthern pro
vinces, and among them, the city and territor;
of SUMENAT %crc Sadi, as he tells us in hi
Boftin, had an adventure with the worthipper:
of an ivory image, whofe artful contrivance he
detedted at the hazard of his life. 2. MALABAR.
or, The country of the Malais, which includes what
the Arabians call Beladelfulful, or, The land ¢
pepper 1, and is terminated on the fouth by the
cape of Comron, famous for producing the beft
aloe-wood, a favorite .perfume of the Afaticks ;
to the fouth weft of ,this promontory are the
numerons ilands, which we call Maidives, and
the Arabs Rabibit, and a little to the fouth eaft,
the famed Serandib or Setldn, which pro-
duces {0 many precious perfumes, jewels, and
fpices. M. d’Herbelot remarks, that tlte Eaflern

;[‘HE clebrated Empire of India is calle
be

* pllugouis
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" Geographers fay nothing of the cinnamon, with

which Serandih abounds, and, as they call that
fpice the woed of China, he imagines, with fome
aip_:arance of probability, that it was tranf-
planted to Seilin by the. Chingfe, who, as it 1s
currently reported, had once & great congedtion

-with the natives of that illand. Farther eaft-

ward are the iflands ‘of Samaender, or Sumatra,
Rdmi, or Lameri, which may, perhaps, be
Fava, though, by the accounts of it, one would
take it for the fame with Samander, "and then
Albinoman will be Fava, Félts, the Moluccas, and
Mehrage, or Soborma, Bornes ; to which ifle the

,¥alterns feem te confine their knowledge of

Afitick Geography *; for what they call the
ille of 4nam, is no other than the fouthern part
of the peninfnla, which the ancients named T
Gelden Cherfonnsfe ; and as to Sinf, Sili, and Sin-
dafitlat, they are rather ports on the coaft of
China than illands. The city of Kbanesi, which
the learned Affican Princé Edrifi meniions,
feems to be the Cantdn of -our merchants.

“The third divifion of Hind is called MABER }
by the drabians, and extends from the gulf of
Bengal on both fides of the Ganges as far north-
watd as the firaits of Kupele; and here we may
obferve, that it is ufual with the Afizticks to give
the fame name to the couatries, which lie on
both fides of any confiderable river: thus the
province of Sind is divided by the Indus, RKha-
rezm by the:Oxus, Paleftine by the drden or jor-

* o .
* They pratend, that = city called Jéweir is fitoated &t
the extremity, of our Hemifphere. ]

-
§ In drabick j_u.Ll or, The peffegts

dan,

s,
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dan, Egypt. by the Nile, and this of India
by thcggﬁu e.r’: The ancient fyﬂell:xm:f ern-
ment; which prevailed in this country, feems to
have been perfedtly feudal; all the territories
were governed by Réi*s or Rdjas, who held
their Jands of a fupreme lord called Belbir, the
feat of whofe ence was the city of CAN-
NOUGE, now in ruins, There is a curious
book at Oxford, which was prefented to the
Univerfity by Mr. Pope, and contains the pic-
tures of all the Kings who reigned in Indis, from
the moft early times to the age of Timfir, whofe
defcendant Béber founded the monarchy of the
Moguls at the opening ofrthe fixteenth century. *

DEHLI, called alio Shabgehinabid, was the
Capital of a kingdom, which bore the fime
name, where a race of Mabemedan princes reigned
before Tamerlane, who were lavers of poetry
and eloquence, and liberal patrons of lcarned
men : Lhis City, as well as a great part of the
Irdian Empire, has been agrecably delcribed by
M. Bernier, who tells a pleafing flory of two
Raja’s, named Gemel and Polta, who were be-
fieged in a caftle by Sultan Acbar, where, fear-
ing to be led in chaips by an infuiting Conquerer,
they made a defperate fally, in which they loit
thar kives fighting boldly to the laft moment :
he adds, that 4cbar ordered the ftatucs of thefe
two illuftrious brothers to be cut in marble
upon two clephants, and placed over the gates
of Debli. 'To the north weft of this city flands
Lakawar or LAHOR, the capital of Pensib, or,
The five Rivers, a province fo called, decaufe
the fndus is in that part divided into five large
branches : it feems to have becn the ancient

king-
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kingdom of Pdr or Porus *, which is almoft the
only Afiatick word, that the Greeks have not
corrupted, Our travellers mention a fine road
of two hundred and fifty leagues, with rows of
beautiful “trees on each fide, that reachcd from
Agra to Labér; and it is obfervable that the
Perfians call that city alfo Rébeer 4, in allufion,
perhaps, to tois road. ‘We cannot forbear men-
tioning in this place the city of RENARES on
the Garges, famous for an academy or college
of Indios prielis, commoaly called Brarens, who
once potlefled all the learning of fndie, and
{poke the language, in which Bid:.+i wrote his
cxccilent fables: there are fome oy this frater-
nity remaining, but their learni-o, it js pro-
bable, has not been preferved among them in
any geeat degree, and their ancicat language
begins, like the Greet, to be refpected rather than
known. '

*In P:r_,éu_/w which fignifies alfo in Indian g manfion,

an absde, @ city ; hence Bijapér, J }JL'S.#' wiually called

Vifapor.
1 In Prrfian J _,9 ) literally, baving a road,

CHAPD,
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_ CHAP. IV.
THE TURKISH EMPIRE.

THE peninfula of ARABIA, for {o it is called b

the eaftern Geographers, has the gulf of Pe{/:'z
on the north-eaft, and the fea of Ommén on the
fouth, whence the province, that lies betwcen
them, took the name of Babrein, or, The Tww
Seas; it is bounded on the weft by the Babar
Al Yemen, or Red Seax, which has alfo the name
of Colzom, taken from a town of Egypt, now
entirely ruined; on the north it has Sbém or
Syria. The triple divifion of Arabiainto Yemen,
or the Happy, Hejéz, or the Dgfert, and Hajar,
or the Stony, is well known to every reader ; yet
it will not be ufelefs to add a fhort defeription of

thofe three provinces.

YEMEN*, a delightful country, which had its
Arabick name from the advantages of its fitaa-
tion, is divided from Hejéz by high mountains
and vaft deferts; it produces the fineft incenfe, -
and other valuable perfumes: the fweetnefs of
its frnits, the refrefhing thade of its woods, and
the coolnefs of its rivets, which flow perpetually
down the mountains, make ample amends to
its inhabitants for the heat of the climate, which
mufl needs be very intcnfe, as the city of ADEN
is but eleven degrees from the Line. Its other

rinci‘PaI cities are, 7. SANAA, which was the
eat of 'the Tobai’s, or ancient kings of 2emen,
2. ZEBID, nearly in the fame latitude, 3 com-
mercial city, known to the merchants, who fail
from Etbiopia or India. 3. Mireb, or Saba, the

city
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city of the Arabian Princefs who vifited Stlomon,
fituated in 2 fertile territory called HAD-
HRAMUI, the Hedramytene of Ptolemy. We
muft not omit, that the entrance into the Red
Sea 1s called by the Arabians the gate of tears ¥,
becaufc that part of the ocean is extremely dan-
gerous.

HEJAZ, or the Defert, is principally celebra-
ted for its two cities, MECCA, the birth. place of
Mabomed, renowned over all Afia for its Cdzba,
or Square Temple, which the old Arebians ufed'to
decorate with the moft beantiful compofitions of
their pocts, written in gokden charadters on the
filky paver of Egyne; and YATRER, or Teita,
called alfo, by excellence, ALMEDIN.1, or The
City, in which the Arabian lawgiver was buried.

The chicf city of [I47.4R is 1.1MAMLS, which
gives its name to the territery around it : this
was the country of the ancient peeple called
Thamid +3 who were extivpated, according to
the traditions of .Z-2*%, for refafing to break
their idols at the command ot the prophct
Salb.

SHIMY, or Syria, has Hejer on the fomth, and
part of the lower dfia on the north; its eaftern
and weftern limits are the Ewpbrafes and the
Moditerravcan. This country is fo well known
to our hiftorians, ancient and modern, and to
all our travellers and merchants, that very

In Amabick \sORL! U Bibelmandit,
. a + kX
fIn Arnbl::k QJ...J 4 r!.m
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little needs be-faid of it in this place; there is
{carce a city in it, which has not had its particular
hiftory, written in feveral volumes by authors,
who feemed to forget how fmall a part of the
globe they inhabited, compared with the vait
Empires defcribed in the pregceding pages. The.
two principal cities of Syris are, 1. DAMASHC,
or Damaftus, near which is a valley or plain
reprefented by the Arabians ag 4 moft charming
fpot, and one of the four paradifes of Afia.
2, HOLAB, or Aleppo, where the learned Pocock
acquired fo perfe®t a knowledge of the Arabick
language. 3. JERUSALEM, or Alcods, The Holy,
which 1s flill held facred by the Mahomedans,
who, whatever may be faid to the contrary, are
certainly & feét of Chriffians ; if, indeed, they
deferve the name, while they follow the impious
berefy of Arius.

RU M*, or the Reman provinces, which are alfo
called dnatoka, have the Empire of Irgn on the caft,
and are bounded on the other fides by the Black
Sea, the Arehipelago, and the Mediterrancen; thisis
the country {o juitly famed for producing many
of the great pocts and fine writers of the ancient
world, fo that, whatever may be faid of the
Perfian and drabian compofitions by thofe who
arc unable te read them, it cannog be denicd
even by them, that Afiz has given birth to men of
the brighteft parts, and the moft exalted genius.
The Thracian Bg/}abarw, fo frequently mentioncd
in the fictions of the old poets, fcparates this part
of A4fza from the city of CONSTANTINOPLE,

*

(At
which
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which was made the feat of the Turki/b Sultans
in that memorable period, when karning revived
in Mtaly, and the art of printing, which was then
invented, ferved to promote and to fix it ; when
our apartments were firlt adorned with ke vg/fes
of China and the filks of India ; when a new world
was diftovered and fubdued ; when the light of
reafon and liberty was fpread over part of
Chriftendsm, and gelivered it from the worlt of

preflion, the tyranny of fuperflition and impofinre.

[C2]
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=——s—Here thou beholdit

Affyria, and her Empire's ancient bounds,

Araxes, and the Cafpiaw lake; thence on

Aas far as Indes eafl, Erp}m:a weit,

And oft beyond For now the Parthias king
In Ceefiphin hath gathered all his hoft

Apainit the Seyrbizn, whoft incurfons wild

' Have wafted Sogdiana.
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CHAP I
THE PISHDADIAN FAMILY.

ATUMARAS ¥, who feems to be #he King Before
of Elam mentioned in the Scripture, C';;f,’_"

founded the Perfian Empire, and fixed the feat tem ~
of it in the province of Azarbigian. He was
oppofed in his noble enterprifes by the in-
habitants of the mountains and forefts, who,
like the wild Tarters and Arabs, dwelled in tents
orcaverns, and led a rambling life among rocks
and in deferts. The rude appcarance of thefe
Savages, compared with the more polithed
manners of thole, who firft began to be civilized,

ve rife to ¢he fiction of Damons axd Giarts among
ﬁe Perfians, who call them Dfves and repre- -
fent them as declared enemies to Man.

HU SHENG, Grandion of Caiumaras, was,
probaply, contemporary with Mines, and, like

' + 20 G ot
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him, was eminent for his Juftice and excellent
Laws, which gained hif the farname of Pifb-
did*, or The Legiflater, whence the firlt race of
Perfian Kings took the name of Pifbdadians.
He taught Agriculture to his fubjects, and made
great improvements in the art ; he advifed them
to water thar fclds with artificial canals, a
cuftom ftill frequent in Perfia, where the foil is
vncommonly dry. He alfo difcovered mincs of
iron in his kingdom, which metal he wrought
into weapons, and tools for hufbandry. He
was the firft, who bied dogs and leopards for
hanting, and introduced the fathion of wearing
the furs of wild beafts in winter, He is allo
faid to have built the city of Shufer or Sufa, to
have extended the bounds of ks Empire, and
to have penetrated as far as the coalt of the
Indian Sca.

TAHMU RAS} fucceeded his father Hufbeng; he '
built feveral cities in the two provinces of frak,
and among them Babel or Babylon, and Ninrveb,
near the ruins of which the cities of Bagdad and
Mufel are now fuppofed to fland. He afligned
the government of thefe cities, with lirge ter-
Titorirs annexed to them, to his moft illuftrious
Miniftcrs, who are knowa to us by the names of
Afyrian and Babylnian Monarchs, though, moft

probably, they payed homage to the fovercign
fords of fran.

This Rrince encouraged arts and manufaltures,
and particularly the planting of rice, and the breed-

* ooy T g
ing
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ing of filk-worms ; he firft ufed a complete fuit of ».c. 245.
armour, and civilized many barbarous nations, “—e=d
whence he was called Divdend *, or, The Tamer

of Gianis,

i
GEMSHID { finithed the City of [fakbar, or, B.C. ton

as the Greeks called it, Perfepuiis, which his uncle
Tabmuras had begun, and the ruins of which
are itill thown, by the name of Ghebiminir},
or, The Forty Pillars. He introduced the ufe of
the Solar Year among the Perfians, and ordered i
the firft day of it, called Nursiz |}, when the Sun
enters the Ran‘to be {folemnized by a {plendid
feftival.  This gave a beginning to Aftronomy
among his fubjefts, and at the fame time, per-
haps, to the idplatrous refpedt, which the com-
mon people afcerwards fhowed to the Sun.
Gemjnd, or Gem, for he is known by both
names, was a wife and magmficent prince:
he was the firft, who inftituted publick baths,
and encouraged his fubjeéts to dive for pearls
in the Green Sea, or Perfian Gulf; be invented
tents and pavilions, and difcovered the ufe of
lime in building: he built 2 firong bridge over
the Tigris, which, according to the Afarick *
writers, was demolifhed by the Greeks. Yet
this illufirions monarch was unfortunate in
war: he was driven from his throne by Zokic,
a native of Arabia, and fpent the remainder of
his life in tiavel. The erccn, his wite, faved
her fon Feridun from the ufurper, and educated
him in a diftant retreat. The Perfians fay, that

* O + oudoa
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B.C. so0. mufical infiruments were invented in the reign of
&t Gemjbid; and they add, that Pythagoras and
Tbales were his Contemporaries.

B.C.72. ZOHACS*, the Ulurper, was 2 deteftable
Tyrant: his cruelty forced the Perfians to re-
volt, and z General, named Géo, having de-
feated him, drew the young Feridin from his
retirement, and placed him upon the throne.

B.C.750 FERIDUNY 13 confidered by the Perfians as a
model of every virtue: he gave the province of
Irak or Parthia to his Deliverda Gds, as a prin-
cipality for kife ; and having fent for the ftandard,
which that officer ufed n his battle againft
Zohéc, he adorned it with precious ftoncs, and
preferved it in his treafury .

Feridun, withing to fpend the Iaft years of
his life in a ftodious retirement, divided his vaft
dominions between his three fons: he allotted
Syria and the weftern provinces to Sa/m, who
was, perhaps, the Salmanaffer of the Jews; he
gave the country beyond the Oxws to Tir,

* whence the Tranfoxan Regions were called
Thrin, and afligned the kingdom of Khorafan

" and all the heart of his Empire to Irage, his
youngeft fon, whole fhare took the name of

LU E= I LUTe.N 2:
1 This Stendard, which bore for many ages the pame of
Govini, (o1 sLSia faid tobhave beea brought inta she ield
the lait King of the Safiniax race, when his army engaged
Hedm&: atcsadgﬁn in the year 636 of our zra; butlgtawu
taken by Saad, Omer’s geaeral, who difiributed the jewels,

which ity among hia officers, , ,
- Irdn,
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Irdn, which it ftill retains. The two elder B.C-730.
brothers, thinking this divifion partial, made “=~v~4
war againft frage, and flew him in a cruel
manncr ; they would even have dethroned
Feridun, bad not Manucheber, fon of Irage, 2

youth of great hopes, led a powerful army
againft them, and avenged the death of his-
father. This divifion of the Perfian empire

into Iran and Turan has been a fource of per-

petual diflenfions between the Perfians and Tar-

tars, as the latter have taken every opportuni

of pafling the Oxus, and laying wafte the dif-

tricts of Kbar?fan wthey have even pufhed their
conquefts fo far, as to overturn the power of -

the Celifs, and afterwards to raife a mighty
Empire or the banks of the Ganges.

MANUCHEHER * made great improvements B, C. 720,
in the government of Perfis, and was the fiflk -
¥ho began to fortify his cities with ramparts and
ditches. He was fond of improving gardens,
and of cultivating curions plants. He was not
fortunate in war, though his General and Vizir,
the fon of Neriman, was the braveft hero of his
age. In his reign the celebrated Rofam is faid
to have been born of Rudébs, an Indidn prin-
cefs, by Zilzer or The golden-baired, a youth of
exquifite beauty and eminent virtues: but, as
Roftam was, certainly, 2 Commander under
Cyrus, he muft, if we place him under
Manucheber, have lived above an hundred and
fifty years; which is fcarce credible, though fucha
ficaon may be allowed in the poems of Ferduf..

NUZAR,
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. NUZAR¥*, fon of Manucheber, fucceeded to
the diadem, but not to the glory, of his father.
While his court was torn in pieces by a number
of factions, Afréfiéb, King of Tfran, a lineal
defcendant from Tsr, fon of Feridsin, pafled the
Oxus with a formidable army, and, having de-
feated the Perfian Monarch, lew him with his
own hand. ‘This Invader reigned twelve years
in Perfia, but was forced by Zalzer, or The
Prince with Golden Hair, to repafs the Oxus, and
return to his own dominions. It is more than
probable, that Afrafiéb was a common name for
the Kings of Afiatick Tartarg fince the grand-
father ot Cyrus, whom we commonly call 4/~
tyages, bore the fame name, and we cannot fup-
pole Him to have been the firft invader of
Peifiat.

It was not long before the Turanians invaded
Iran a fecond time, and, by forcing the great
commanders of Perfiz to defend their own
Principalities, reduced the power of the Perfian
Kings to a fhadow. Afrafidb, cither the monarch
above-mentioned, or another of his name, is
reckoned the ninth king of Pesfa.

ZAV} was a Prince of the royal linc, and was”
placed on the throne by Zalzer, but cnjoyed only

* N3

IOy
+ The family of Oskmar, who now reign at Conflaminsply,
mwlllm%to be repated defcendants from this Kity of Taran,
and are Hattered with the Epithet of Afrafiazé Fib, or

ob. H_y[.‘.“‘bsl Posperful as Afrafizh,

A the
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the title of King, as the Turanians had overrun B C. §35.
great part of his Empire, and kept him in con-

tinual alarm., Thefe arc the Seythians of our
Ancient Hiftories, who are faid about this time

to have invaded the kingdom of the AMeder;

but our beft hiftorians are apt to confound them

with the Seythians of the North.

GERSHASP*, fon of Zav, or KISHTASP, as B.C. 633
fome writers call him, reigned but a few years,
if it conld be called reigning, to have the name
of King, and to be more helplefs than his fub-
jeéts : he was the Jaft prince of the Pithdadions.
During the reign of theie monarchs in Perfa,
if we believe our Chronologers, Dido built
Cartbage, Homer wrote his Poems, which were
afterwards brought into Greece by Lycurgus 5 the
Pyramids of Egypt were raifed by Chegps, Csphren,
and Nitoeris ; the Affyrians founded a powerful
Dynafty ; Athens was firft governed by Aichons ;
and Sebare, whom the Perfans call Céas Pildend f,
or swith the Teeth of an Elephant, becanfe he Arit
made ufe of that beaft in his wars, became
famcus in Ethiepiz, and fpread his arms over ail
Africa. This warriour was contemporary with
Feridin, who reigned, as we have feen, feven
hundred and fifty years before Chrift, at which
timc, fays Newion, Sabacs the Ethiopian in-
vaded Egypt. Rome, the rival of Carthage and
Athens, was built in the reign of Ger/bifp.

CHAP
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THE CAIANIAN FAMILY.

HILE Zalzer, the moft powerful prince

of Perfiz, was encamped in his province

of Seifién, the Drangiana of the Greeks, Afra-
fiab, who had fubdned all Media, confidered
himfelf as Sovereign of the Empire. By this
time, another fon of Zav, named Cobdd, began
to diftinguifh himfelf in his engagements againft
the Turanians, and, being affifted by Zafzcr,
whofe fon Roffam was very young at this time,
he wag enabled to drive the invaders from Iran,
and to place himfelf upon the throne of his
anceftors.  &fthylus, who flourifned but zn
hundred years after this event, rightly attributes
the recovery of the Empire to this prince,
whom be calls a Mede, in bis Tragedy of the
Perfians : « The firlt Leader of the army, fays he,
“ was a M:de; the next, bis fon, completed
% (or rather promoted) this work, for wifdom
“ guided bis mind : the third was Cyrus, a fors
% tunate -Man *.”” It is evident, that thefe
three Kings are Cai Cobédt, Cai Cats, and Cai

® Mudog yag v 6 wpirro; Fynudy spats
*Aonop & dnsive awedz T fmtfm::rs:
Dobrs; yap ains Juudr dlanorpipur.
Tpivos & b’ abrk Xiigogy tidipumy dvng, o

Zfekyl, Perf.
+ IQLQ; Uf ) Cojm
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Cuftu or Kbefra ; whom the Greeks call Cyaxeres, B.C. 610
Darius the Mede, and Cyrus, The firft fyllable of \——yem=
Cyaxere; is apparently the Cai of the Perfans, -
which fignifics & Great King, and was prefixed

to the names of thofe three princes, whence the

whole race were named Cazignians. The Ancients

tell us, that Cyaxeres flew the Scyrhian Chiefs at

a feaft, to which-he had invited them ; but the
Eafierns are filent on this head, and it feems

more probable, that the Tartars were compelled

by force to repafs the Oxur; our authors make
themretire beyond Choleos and Iberia, confounding,

as ufual, the Oriental with the Northern Scythians.

Cai Cobéd made feveral wife regulations in his
kingdom, and ordered the publick roads to be
divided into parfangs or Ipaces of abeut four

ruiles.

CAI CAUS * is called by our writers Darius B.C, 6oay
the Mede, and it may here be obferved, that
Dira, or the Sovereign, was rather an Epithet than
a proper name of éxe Perfian Kings; fo that the
Daricks, or pieces of money, which were known
at Athens, might have been coined by any Per-
Jfian Monarch, and have born that name without
the lcaft impropriety. We muit alic remember,
that the 4fatick Princes had feveral different names
&r titles, which circumftance has been the fource
of great confufion in our hiftories of the Eaft.
The Perflan writers mention nothing of the
Lydiap war ; they only fay, that Csi Caiis corried
bus arms into the lower Afa, &nd was very fuccefs-
ful in bis enterprife. 'The Turanians, led by an-
other Afrafiab, invaded Perfia a third time, and

oY
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layed walte the province of Media. S'fa-va:/b,

v~ fon of Cai Cdiis, being unjuftly accufed by

8. C. 568.

Sudiba, his father’s concubine, of an attempt to
violate her, went over to Afrofiab, who received
him with open arms, and gave him his daughter
in marriage., This Princels was called Frrenkis
by the Perfians, and Mandane by the Greeks, who
had a fingular fondnefs for foft and melodious
names, and neglected truth itfelf for a plealing
found. A few months after her nuptials, Stavefd,
who deferved.a longer life, was killed by a
brother of 4frafab, and the Princefs, of whom
Kbofru was foon after born, was obliged to fly
with her idfant. The young Khefru was, fome
vears after, feen by a Perfian General, who

effed by his features that he was the fon of
Siquefb, and, his conjecture being confirmed by
the Princefs his mother, he bronght them both
into Perfis, where Cai Cdus embraced his Grand-
fon with the higheft joy imaginable, and, aftcr
a thort interval, refigned his throne to him.

CAI KHOSRU *, or CYRUS, whom the Per-
fians confider almoft as 3 Demi god, determined
to avenge the death of his father, and to dcliver
his kingdom from the tyranny of dfrafiab. He,
therefore, aflembled all his forces, and gave
battle to the Ufurper, who, on the other fide,
was fupported by the Kings of Kbatas and India
but the valour of Cyrus, and of his General
Roftam, prevailed againft the united powers of
fo many Sovereigns, and Afrafiab loft his life in
the mountains of Media. This War is celebrated
in a noble Poem by the illufirions Ferduf, who

CET s
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ﬁ well be called the Homer of Perfia. What-3 ¢, (61,
¢r our Chronologers fay, it is not eafy to con- vv~w
ceive, that the Jews were delivered by this Cyrusgs

the name Corefb, ufed by g‘cicb, has no aflinity.

with the Perfian word Khbofru, and we cannot
fu}{;pofe any corruption in the facred Text;
whereas all the Perfian writers agree that a

prince, named Corefb, who was fent by Babaman,

fon of Asfendiar, to govern Babylon in the room

of Baltazar, altually prote®ed the captive Ferss, |

and permitted them to rebuild their Temple.

Our hiftorians, perhaps, deceived by the name

Cyrus, which the Grecks gave both to Kbefru

and to Corefh, have fixed the return of the Fews

much earlier than the truth.

LOHORASP * was placed on the throne be- B.C. 530,
fore the death of Cyrus, who lived fome years
after his refignation. One would think at firft,
that he was the Cambyfes of the Greeks ; but no-
thing can be more different than the charatters
of Cambyfes and of Loborafp, the firlt being de-
{cribed as a cruel tyrant, the fecond as a virtnous
and amiable Prince. He had a General named
Guderz +, who, according to the Oriental writers,
puthed his conquefts very tar into the weft:
this conqueror s fuppofed by Mirkbond and
others to be Nebucha Inezzar, who, we know, in-
vaded Syria and Judea; but he feems to have been
the Prince, whom the Greeks called Xerxes, and
who might, perbaps, have had the title of Kiz
after his viftories; for it muft be remember
that a word, which fignified King, was applied

* ol g oS
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B.C. s30. by the Perfians to Governor of a provinc,
Cev=Jand the lofty title, King of Kings, which their

monarchs afterwards affumed, was no more than

Ruler of Rulers, or, Chief of feveral Chiefs. It

B.C. 500.

is certain, that the Perfians have no monarch
pnamed Xerxes, or even $hir/bih, from which the
Greek name is faid to be derived; and, though
we can hardly fuppofe the word to be cor
rupted from Guderz, yet, when we refle that
the more modern Greeks have made Varanes of
Bebaram, we cannot wonder at the corrupti-
ons of the Ancients. Our Chronologers place
the reign of Xerwes after Darius Hyftafpes, and
he might, perbaps, have outlived both Loborafp
and his fucceflor,

KISTITASP %, whom the Gieeks call Darius,
the Son of Hyflaftes, transferred the feat of Em-
pire from Balkh 1n Kborefan tolffakbar, for which
reafon he was better known to the Europeans
than Leborafp, who led a retired life in the moft
Faftern province of his kingdom. In his rei
Zerdufbk or Zeratifbt, whom we know by the
pame of Zeroafier, publithed his moral work
called Zend, or The bock of Life, which was fol-
lowed by his Pazend, or a further Confirmation o
bis Daflrine, as the + word fecms to imply : bot
thefe traéls were afterwards explained in a
commentary eatitled Vafla or Avafta; they in-
culcated the docuine of twe Principles, and ré-
commended the worthip of the princi
under the allegory of Light, which they o

» .
# 1n Perfian O ) Zead and O by Panand.
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the bad, whofe Emblem was Darkmgh. The B.C. yoo.
@g was much inclined ¢o fhis dodirine, and \=v=
railed 2 number of * temples to 2be Sum, the
Jountain of Light; which the people, as ufual,
conceiving in 2 grofs and literal fenfe, began to
adore the Effect inftead of the Caufe, and the
figure inftead of the archetype: the pricfts took
the higt, and tbe $un or Mibra, became really to
them, ‘as our Alchymifts abiurdly confider it,
& powerful Elistr, which Fransformed their bafe
metals into gold. 'The Chief of Zeratifht's
Scholars was Jamdifp +, who publifhed a firange
work upon Aftrology. Not many years before
this fingular man, Confucins, or Cumfugu, as the
Miflionaries write his truc name, reformed and
polithed the people of China ; and Solon, his con-
temporary, a fublime Poct, as well as 2 perfe&t
Statefman, madeadinirable laws for the Atbenians;
fo that this period was the age of Philafophers and
Law-givers.

ARDESHIRY, or BAHiMAN, furnamed B.C. 454
Dirazdeft |}, ory The Long-handed, is, no doubt,
the Artaserxes of the 5ree&:, who called him
Macrokbeir, 2 name literally tranflated from the
Perfian, and implying only a very extenfive
power. We may fafely place the buslding of the
Jecond temple under the reign of this prince ;
fince, for the reafons before alledged, which
appear very decifive, and are confirmed by the
tdﬁuny of the Perfian Hiftorians, we cannot

® In Perfian & nmple of fire Was called g5t or
soGasl  thPaioClda 1 ado)t
drdir goifies in Pectian o frrowp hen, | A% 150
(P2l . afcribs
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B.C.s64. afcribe tiie delivery o} the Fews to the firft Gyrus.,

e g

The Eafterns affure us, that Ardefbir fent 4
prince, pamed Corefb, defcended from Lobor-jp,
to punith Baltazar, fon of Bakbinaffar,® who
was grown very infolent in his government of
Babylon ; that Corefb conquered Baltazar, and
was raifed by the Kig to the fupreme command
of that City, where he proteted and enconwraged
the captive jews. The Perfians could have no
inducement to invent this tale, and 45 it was
recorded in the oldeft Annals of the kingdom,
we cannot help giving fome credit to it. They
tell us alfo, that Bakbtnaffar fignified, in old
Chaldean, Thz Servant ¢f Naffar, an idol of the
Babylonianss; but it feems a better opinion, that
the true word was Nebobadenaflar, derived from
Nebo, Hadon, and Affar, which, we know, were
names of three Affyrian deities *.

HOMA?! 4, a mame which figniftes The Bird
;f Paradifz, was the danghter of drdefbir, and
at on the throne during the infancy of her fon
Darab. She raifed a {umptuous palace in the
cty of I#zélir, fome pillars of which remain
to this day ; fhe built alfo a city called Semrem,
whence the learned M. @’ Herbelot foppofes her
to be Semiramii ; but our Chrenalo place
the reign ot that Princefs threc hundred years
carlier,

* Ryfaw, the fon of Zaleor, is faid to have been killed by
a firazagem of Ardefiir, and, by that acconnt, he muft have
lived at leaft an hundred years. Higpocrates and Demscritus,
both 2ccording to the Bailern eraditions and our own hifio.
‘ries, flourithed in the reign of this Mogarch.

+ (SLS
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ARAB, or DARA %, whom the Greeks gall B C. 424-
Th\Bapard, fucceeded to Homii. Here the ™™V
Perfiaf hiftories be%'m to be full of abfurd fables,
Tonwe may fuppofe that the Records of thefe
tings were loft or negletted during the Grecian
w The Eaftern writers tell a ftory of Dg-
rab, Wich has quite the air of a romance;
“ that De was expofed by his mother, like the
¢ Hebrew Lawgiver, on a river, which by its
“ rapid current carried him to the habitation of
“ a dyer, who knew him to be 2 child of high
‘ birth by the trinkets, which adorned his
¢ cradle; that hc was educated by this honeft
% man, who fent him to the wars, where he
“ dittinguifhed himtclf in fighting againft the
 Greeks ; that, being introduced to the queen
“ as a brave youth, fhe knew him by the
“ jewels which he wore, and which his reputed
» ¢ father bad reftored to him.” So far we may
indulge thefe writers in the liberty cf embellifh-
ing rieir Chronicles with lively tales; but we
cannot o eafily excufe them, when they make
Alexander the fon of Darab, and teil us of a
danghter of Philip, whom the king of Perfia
married, but fent back to Alacedon after his
nuptials, becanfe he found her lefs agreeable

than he Tﬂofed her to be. Thefe are ftones,
which would be unworthy of Tbe Thefand and

One Days.

There feems in this place to be a chafm of B. C.400.
many ycars in the annals of the Perfians ; for they

* olo or Lia
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B-C. 400. fay nothing of Ardefbir, fon of Dara, by * %r

e~ zddeh, ot Paryfatis, whofe brother Cyrus 1~ the
Grecks to Babylsn in that memorable expedition.
which Xeasphen fo elegantly relates ; nor of The
thivd Ardefbir, whom onr hiftorians ea'l Crbus,
nor of Arogus, whofe true name it has .+ been
in my power to difcover. Now if wéAuppofe,
as we reafonably may, that thefe three Kings
reigned about twenty-onc years each, we' thail
bring the reign of Dara the Younger to the year
337 before Chrift, which will agree tolerably
well with the Chronologers both of Afiz and
Europe. .

B.C.11nn  DARA the Younger is better known fo ws,
than o the natives of Perfia ; we may, however,
be deceived in his charadter, for we reprefent
him as a mild and benevolent prince, while they
affert that he was fevere, cruel, implacable..

. The Perfians cannot comprehend the motives
that induced A'exander to 1nvade the dominions
of Dara; and they aiﬁgn a nomber of ndicu-
lous reafons for it, which are too abfurd to be
related : in many points, however, they agree
with our hiftorians. The fuccels of dlexander,
and the battle of Arbel , or Arbela, are too
well known to need any farther defcription.’
Dara was aflaffinated about three bundred and
tbiri{"ymr.r before our Epoch, and the Mo-
narchy of the Caianians was transferred to the

Grecks. While this family were on the throne

of Perfia, the light of reafon, and that of liberty,

* In Pafies 001j(S 34 bam of m Augel, or Fay.
t In Pirfian JUJ! ¢Lat. 35° Long. 77° 20/,
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which ever attends it, were fpread over the other B.C. 337,
ﬁm-ts of the world. Harmedius and Ariflgiton’'
ew tui Tyrant of Athens, and the Lyrick Poets
i¢d with each other in finging their praifes;
w Id Brutus, nearly at the fame time, in-
citeYghe Romans to expel their Oppreffors,
whold Nices made the very name of King de-
teflabley and, during the twenty-feven years
of the Peloponnefian war, Atbens gave birth, as
Af-bam was fond of obferving, fo more able Com-
manders, Orators, Poets, Hifivrians, and Philofo-
%bm‘, than the whole earth befides could ever pro-
uce. .

How long the Greeks werc able to hold the
Perfian Empire in their own hands, or whether
they ever intended to exclude the princes of
Perfia from all thare in the government;~are
points not afy to be fettled with any ceitainty ;
but, if we fuppofe that the fifteen kings of the
Ajbcanians, who reigned re the birth of
Chrift, fat on the throne twenty years each, onc
with another, we fhall place the rife of that
family three hundred years before our epoch s
which calculation will not feem much amifs, if
we believe, what the Perfans affure us, that the
fucceflors of Alexander referved for themlelves
only frak or Parthia, and Perfia properly fo
called, but refigned the more Eaflern provinces ta
the princes of the royal family; while the defeen-
dants of Seleucus reigned in Syria. The founder
of this race was ¥ Afbac, or Ar/bac, whom the
Greeks call Arfaces 3 his fucceflors, who were

* oGl
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led Kings of Parthia by our Hiftorians, rei

till about two hundred years after Chbriff, And
are famous for nothing but therr Ware againfd
the Romans, in which they were alway{ valigis.,
and often fuccefsful. e laft, '.l’rimce|I cy the
Afbcamans, or Parthians was Ardavén *,° 'f.;bwn
to us by the name of Artebanys, again.y whom
Ardefbir revolted, and transferred tE:l pire to
the Szffaniaxs.

* U!)dJl
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, CHAP IL
THE SASSANIAN FAMILY.

A IR BABEGAN*, whom our writers 4.D. zos.

call Mrtaxares, was the fon of Saffan, a2 man s=v~s
originally in a low ftation of life, but defcended
from a fon of Ardefbir the Long-handed, who was
difinherited in favour of Homsi. ¥e was furnamed
Babegin from Babeg, his grandfather, who was
2 P.e(;/ian prince of eminent rank, and was fo
leafed with the amiable qualities of Szffan, his
epherd, that he gave him his daughter in mar-
riage. Ardefbir was bold and warlike, yet 2
wilgc and learned prince, and is faid to have
compofed two excellent books, the firft, a Géir
nima t, or a Commentary of bis life and aftions,
the fecond, a moral work, of which Nufbirvin
the Great, {fome ages after, publithed a fecond
edition. Thefe were employments truly worthy
of great Princes ; but the Kings of Eurape have
not written many Céraims's, por given many

Ieffons of morality.

SHAPOR {, fon of Ardefbir, whom we c:_all 4.D. 243,
Saperes, built many cities in Perfia, and rebuilt
that of Nifbapér ||, which the Macedsmians had

* ULGL’ ).’ﬁ*'.""‘).)t
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4. D.a4s. deftroyed. The name of this city is compoungied

v\ of Shapér added to Ni or Néi, 4 reed, byaufe
its ruins were ove_li_Eown with e, “when
Shapér firft faw it. This Prince was vefly fucgef.-
ful in his wars againit the Roman Empérogs: he
reduced all Syriz and Cilicia, and tool ¥erian
prifoner, but was checked in his carg.y* oy the
more fortunate arms of Odenatus. In/nis reign
Mini * a Painter, having learned by the con-
verfation of fome Chriftians, tbat the Redeemer
bad promifed to fend a CorE!bﬂer after him, formed
the wild defign of pafling for the Paraclete ;
and, as no opinions are fo abfurd, which many
will not embrace, he foon drew together 2 mul-
titude of profelytes. S§bhapér was enraged at
this impofture, and withed to punith the author
of it; but Mam found mcans to efcape, and
fled into Eaftern Tartary as far as the borders of
China, having firt told his followers, that he
was going to heaven, and promifed to meet
them in a certain grot, at the end of the year.
In his retreat he amufed himfelf with painting
a number of ftrange figures and views, which,
at the year’s end, he (howed to his difciples, as
a work given to him by angels: he was a very
ingenious artift, and had aﬁvely fancy, fo that
his pictures, which were finely coloured, eafily
perfuaded the credulous multitude, in the in-
fancy of the art in Afiz, that they were reall

- divine ; they were bound together in 2 bool

called Erteng +, which is often alluded to by the
Perfian poets, one of whom, addrefling himf{elf

¢ In Perfiem (Lo
+ In Perfian L’f\-})l or u.GJJﬂ

to



A sporr HISTORY or PERSIA. lix

to a t Painter, fays, The point of thy pencil 4. D.a4a.
drm'.rgt:a line over tbeyleaw.r ; Em{ . {h{;:uit;,
effaces them *. Mini, by a whimfical mixture,
bicnded in his doctrine the Metempfychofis of
of Jrahma and Vifeni +, and the tswe Principles
of s #4/bt, together with feveral tenets of the
Alcoran:, \nd even of the Gofpel ; yet this motley
relig '|:|r:§s ridiculous as it may feem, was followed
even by Bi cgps and Patriarchs. Our writers
call the profefiors of this fe&t Manicheans, but
they fhould, by analogy, be called Mamians.
'The Tmpoftor was put to death in the reign of
Babaram, grandfon of Skaper : had he been,
like Malomed, a fuccefsful Warrior, inftead of
an obfcure Artift, his rcligion would, perhaps,
have been fpread over all 4fa; for it was the
miraculous privilege of the true faith aloge, to
make its way, in deflance of perfecution, by
the force its indifputable Truth, and the
fan&ity of its precepts.

HORMOZD 1, or Hormizdas, as our hifto- 4.D.ays.
rians call him, had the advantage of a graceful-
perfon, and an agreeable air; but he was nerther
aftive nor warlike. He was much addiéted to
ftudy, and ftrongly inclined to favour Meni,
whom his fon, as it was faid above, afterwards
deftroyed.

* In Perfian
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4.D.vy. BAHARAM¥*, fon of Hormuz, after the death

Awmy=d of Mani, led a peaceful and findious life, He
was furnamed The Bereficent, and ufed fo fay,
that Goad-na!;cre ;ua' Ben;w!mce ta;:’d not berfie-

ned feparalely, becaufe they were the avprepiste o

{!! V?{?w.r. IJ-'lis adofptodqfon, who _ede({
him, paid little regard to this maxim# And his
violence procured him the name of K/iéicf, or,
The Unfuft +5 butit is faid that he changed his
temper and condudt upon the remonfirances of
his Nobles.

There was nothing memorable in the reign of
his fucceflor Narfi §, whom we call Narfes :
Hormozd I1. his fon, was a juft and magnificent
prince; he raifed @ Gourt of Fudicature in his
Metropolis, in which he {ometimes prefided in
perfon ; and he built, it is thought, the city of
Hormuz in Cermania, the name of which was |
afterwards given to the Ifland in the Perfian
Gulf, which our travellers call Ormus.

4.D.345.  SHAPOR, whom the Arabians name D HU
LACTAF |, or, The Reund-Shotldered, was taken
prifouer by the Greek Emperor, and, during his
caplivity, many of his fineft provinces were laid
wafte ; but having recovered his liberty by the
help of the Emperor’s Miftrefs, he returned to
Azarbigian, where he made himfelf known to

Pl
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his people, and foon after totally defeated the 4. D. 305
Greeks : in memory of this adtion he built the =v==’
city of Cazvin ¥, which, for its fin beauty,

was alfo named Gemalobéd 4. His grandfon -
Babaram had but a fhort reign, which was dif~ -
turbed by frequent rebellions. It was ufual for

the Perfiar Kings to give their fons fome cone
fiderable zegernment with the title of §4db;

that of Carmdgia was allotted to Babarém, who
affumed, in cowfequence of it, the furname of
Kermanfbih {, which our writers have corrupted

into Carmafat.

The reign of his fon T%zdegerd had nothing
in it, that deferves to be related.

BAHARAM the Fourth [, or the Sixth, as 4 p.45,
fome authors reckon him, was educated in Ara-
bia, and had fome difficulty to recover the throne
of Perfia, which the Nobles of his father’s court
had, in his abfence, given to a prince named
Kefri.  The adventures of this King are related
at large by the poet Citebi, fome of whofe fictions
have been tranfplanted into the Perfrar hiftories,
where we are told, with great folemnity, € that
% he challenged Kefri to inatch the diadem from
“ two hungry lions, between whom he had
« placed it ; that he flew the two lions, and
s took the diadem ; that he travelled into India

P -
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\n Perfian oLS:..iL,Jf

25 el



ixii A saort HISTORY or PERSIA,

4.D. 3351, ¢ in a private charaéter, and married the King’s

. " ¢ danghter, having gained his favour by killing
<« a furious elephant, and by defeating another
<« Indian Prince, who had invaded the country.”,
Thefe rclations have the air of Perfizn tales ; but
we may be affured, that he repulfed the Eafern
Fartars, who, as ufual, had paffed the Oxus in
his reign ; and that, having no ot"%r enemies,
he fpent the remainder of his lif. in hunting.
His favourite prey was a beaft calted Giir, whic
feemns to be the Onagrus, or Wild Afi ; and it is
faid that he was killed in a chace. The word
Giir, which fignifies ¢ tomb, as well as a wild afi,

"gave occafion to a pun of fome Perflan wit,
which was arculated after Babardém’s death ;
8ee, fays he, bow Baharim, whe cb?:d the Gir,
or wild afs, all bis life, was at length chafed and
taken by GGr, or the tomb *.

The fucceflor of Babaram was Yezdegerd W.'
a wife and refolute prince, whofe foldiers were
fo fond of him, that they gave him the furname
of Sipdbddft, or, Beloved by the army . He left
his throne to his younger {fon Hormuz, furnamed
Firzéing §, or, The Prudent ; but that prince was
dethroned, in lefs than a year, by his elder bro.
ther Firiz.

* In Perfian
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FIRU Z *, having depofed his brother by the 4. D. 459.
help of Khofbnavdz, a King of the Indefeythians, V™V~
foon forgot his obligation to him, and turned

his arms againft his protector; but he was con-

ftantly defcated by that prince, and was at lait
obliged to conclude a dithonourable peace. The

people, whom the Greeks call Indofeythians, and

the Perfiamflaiatelis, inhabited the mountains
between Ca¥gbar and India, and were, perhaps,

nearly the with the 4fgans, who ruined the

Perfian Monarchy in the prefent age.

Belafk and Cobad fucceeded Firfiz; the fecond
of them was the father of Nufbirvin the Great,
before whom Faméfp, or, as we call him, Zs-
mafpes, reigned one year.

NUSHIRVAN {, better known in Eurgpe by 4-D- 53%

the name of Cofreéy, reigned till near the clofe of
othe fixth century ; he was a Prince of eminent
virtues, fortunate in war, and illufirious in peace. *
MAHOMED, who was born in his reign, calls
him The Fuf King, a title more honourable than
that of Great, which we are apt to beflow fo
wantonly upon the oppreflors of mankind. All
the moral writers of Perfia, and principally Séds,
in his Beffdn, or Garden, and Fémi, in his Beha-
rifién, or, Manfien of the S rlr;zg, are fond of
reciting the maxims of this Monarch, and of
illuftrating their leflons of morality by his ex-
ample.

ﬁj})ﬁi
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4.D.g30. His fon Hormiz was far from imitating his
Semv=-t father’s virtue; he was at laft dethroned by his
General Babardm, whom fome authors reckon

among, the Kings of Perfa.

4.D.590. KHOSRU PARVIZ¥* was amagnificent and
amiable monarch : he fonght againtt the Greek
Emperors with great fuccefs, but v at length
defeated by Heraclius. He is faid/0 have mar-
ried 2 daughtcr of the Emperor Mawrice, named
Irene : the Perfians call this princels Shirin, or
Sweet, and the progrefs of her lave for Pamrz

Nezimi, and other poets, with the
fubjeit of an entertaining Romance ; they tell
us that a certzin Statuary, named Erwad was
in love with the fame lady, and pierced h
the heart of a large mountain, either to
his miftrefs, or to employ his melanchol ours
'There is an elegant coup{et of 7dmi on this cele-
brated Beauty and her lovers: When Shirin,.
fays he, ¢ md ber lips, that fhed fweetnefs around,

(Me bear: of Parviz, and the foul of Fer-

This prince is faid to have received a letter
from Mabomed, inviting him to embrace the new
felt of the Arabxam ; but, as he was extremely
addicted to the popular religion of his country,
he tore the letter with great difdain.

" At
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Parviz, if we believe the Eaflerns, was a lover 4. D. sop.
of Mufick, and a patron of thofe who profefied
that art: his chief Mufician was Barbid, who
compofed 2 favourite tune called Aurengi, or
Royal, and invented a fort of lute, known by his
name ; whence M. d’Herbelot fuppofes, a little
tco haftily, that the Greeks formed their word
Barbiten, nag reflefting, that Anacreon and Ho-
race vied tha\word many ages before the birth .
of Parviz. Perfigns, like the ancient Greeks,
call their mufical modes, or Perda’s, by the names
of different countries or cities, as the mode of
Ifpaban, the mode of Irak, the mode of Hejdz,
or the Arabisn mode. Whether thefe modes,
like ours, mean. & fucceffien of founds relating by
fupR proportions to one principal note, or only a par-
ticular fort of air, it has not been in my power
to learn. If we may argue from the foftnefs of
the Perfian language, the firong accentuation of
she words, and the tendernefs of the fongs
which are written in it, we may conclude that
the Perfians muft have a natural and affecting
melody, which is, certainly, frue myfick; but
they feem tobe very little acquainted with the
Theory of that fublime art: and, indeed, the
Europesns knew as little of it, till it was ex-
plained to thcrnbg kau of Geneva, who has
written upon the fubject like a Philofopher, an
Artift, and a Man of Tafte, '

After the death of Parviz, the Empire began 4. . 631
to decline ; the five Princes, and the two Queens,
who fucceeded to Shirfiieh, or Sirves, as they
were eminent neither in peace nor 1 war, are not

worthy of 2 place in Hiftory.
(E] The
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4,0.66.  'The Arabs, under the command of Omar, were
“perpetozlly making inroads upon the Perfian
Loppire, and ﬁnallg overthrew xl:'l(;)izy the defeat
of b‘fzmcmn X wh:n:u l;illed in thbe d::;;we
of the feventh ceatury; and-by. his-death the fa.

mily of Saffan became extind.

spor

CIIAP
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"CHAP. IV,
THE MAHOMEDAN DYNASTIES.

MAR fucceeded by a race of Califs, the

Popes ot{dfia, who aflumed at once 2 regal
and 2 priefily\charaller, the one as conquerors
of Perfis, and the other as fucceffors of Make
med. “The family of OMMIA preierved their
power and dignity ; but, under the houfc of
ABBAS, the Califate was reduced to a thadow
of fovercignty, and their Empire was divided
among a number of independent Princes.

The divifion of the Empire prepared it for
difficlution ; the fons of GENGHIZ, who led a
Jguumerons army of Tarters over the Oxiars, found
the conqueft Dg Perfiz an eafy tatk. Itis related,
that Holagie, a Mogul prince, who put an end to
the Califate in tfe irteenth century, was in-.
cited to befiege Bagdad by the great aftronomer

Naffireddin, who had taken offence at the Califs’

behaviour to-him; fo that the fabverfion of 2
fplendid Empire was owing Lo the refentment
of a private Philofopher ¥, The Genghizians
were followed by T7/MUR, improperly’ called
Tumerlane, whofe dominions extended from the
Ganges to the horders of Muﬁwt), and from the
Archipelaga to the fronticrs of China ; which
kingdom he was beginping to invade at the time
of Lis death, The metropolis of his Ewmpire

& M. 2'Bwbdst treats this angcdote aa a fable, |

(B2l v
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was Samarcand, 2 rich #nd flourithing city, the
ancien;f Maracanda, ﬁiéuaated in the beautifle
vall , about a day’s journey from Ca/b,
the pl aceso%glcllis birth. At tthopengg of the fif-
teenth century, mot many months before his
death, he celebrated the nuptials of his fons and
grandfons by a fumptuons feftival in a delightful
plain cglled Gdnigul *, or The Treafpry of Rofes.
Al the riches of Xerxes and D of which
our hiftoriins talk fo extravagantly, were triflin
in comparifon of the jewels and gold exhibit
on this occafion.

" His vaft pofleffions were inherited by the il-
Infinous SHAAROKH, who diftributed them-
among his children. In bis reign the princes
of the BLACK RAM grew very powerful and
infolent ; they were, however, reduced by
UZUN HASSAN, or Haffan the Tall, who was
the fixth king of the WHITE RAM, and fub-.

' dued many provinces of Perfia, but was defeated
by Sultan Mahomed II. who took Conftantinople
in the middle of the fifteenth century. Thefe
two families were diftinguifhed by the Rams of
different colours, which were painted on their
enfigns.

The fons of Haflan weakened their Empire by
their violent diffenfions ; and, in the beginning
of the fixteenth century, left it open to ISMAIL,
wht;_i;eagddfather Juneid had married a davghter
of n. This prince is confidered as the
founder of the Sefi family, but his anceftor
SHEIRH SEFI was the true canfe of its rife.

Hol”
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The fory of that fingnlar man, deferves to be
told at full length, When Timur returned to
Perfia, after his viffories in Syria, he paffed
through Ardebil, a large city of Media. There
lived at that time in this city a man named
Sefieddin, or the Purity of Religion, by contrattion
Sefi, who was much refpected by the Citizens,
as a Philu!,:opher of fingular virtue and piety,
and a repuced defcendant from the prophet X‘Yi.
The Tartarias Conqueror, who was not inferiour
to Alexander, wifited Sefi, who was far more be-
nevolent than Disgenes ; and at that time Tamer-
lane happened to have with him a great number
of captives in chains, for the moft part patives
vof Carmania, whom he had determined to put
to death upon fome publick occafion. He was
charmed with the converfation of the philofopher,
and, like the Macedonian Hero, offered to give
him any thing he could defire. The Sage pointed
to the Captives, and entreated him #o fave ihe
hves of thofe young Carmaniens who, were in his

frain. Timur confented ; and gave them all toSef
as his flaves ; but the virtuous old man fupplied
them with the neceflaries of life, and fent them
to their native city. The families of thofe prifon-
ers, who were the principal men of Carmana,
retained fo grateful a fenfe of this benefit, that
they exprefled it in the moft extravagant man-
ner: they made it the bufinels of 'their lives to
vifit their benefattor and to carry him prefents;
and even enjoiped their children to pay the fame
refpeft to tl‘:c pofterity of this excellent man.
But all his defcendants kad not his benevolence;
and Jfinail employed thofe very Carmanians in
raifing him to the throne of Perfia, and in fub-
flituting the fe& of Ali, his real or fuppofed
. ancettor,
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anoefor, to that of Omar, the acknowledged
fucceffor of Mahomed.

Himail had qany eminent qualities, but fullied
them atl by his deteftable cruelty. His ficceffors,
without excepting ABBAS, abfurdly called the
Great, were fach a difgrace to human nature,
that an account of their lives wouldybe more
like a defcription of the Tigers in fome publick
colleftion of wild beafts, than a piecé of hi 8
almoft every day of their lives was diftinguithed
by fomeelllycrm{ att of intemperance, luft, or
murder, aggravated with {fome new circom-
ftance of wickednefs: their very love was fierce
and inhuman, and they burned for the flighteft
offences the woft beautful women of 4fa,
cither becaufe they declined drinking a cip of
wine more than ufual, or intercedeﬁ for fome
conctier in difgrace. At length the vein of in-
humanity feemed exhaufied in the family, and
Il;l:lnothmg behind it but an inconceivable ftu-

idity.

HUSSEIN, who reigned at the opening of this
century, was 2 weak Zealot ; and, by committing
the management of his kingdom to Eunuchs
and pernicious Minifters, left it open to the
Savages who invaded it, and affanited him even
in Jus Metropolis. A barbatous nation, calied
Afgans, or Avgans*, who inhabited the moun-
tains between Candabar and the river Indus,
rufhed like a torrent into Perfia, and took If-
pahan after a violent fiege, under the command
of MAHMUD, fon of MIRVEIS, who, s all

* wl&i' or QL&)'
¢ Europe
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Europe knows, had fhaken off the Perfian
and governed Candahar for eight years .

The kin of Perfia was reduced to 32
deplorable fiate, when TAHMASP was raifed to
the throne, after the abdication of his father
Huflein; who was foon after murdered. Mabmud,
the Ufurpor reigned in Hpahan, and was fuc~
ceeded by “is confin A/braf, who added to his
dominions tne eities ot Kom, Yezd, and Kazvin,
The inhabitants of Cendakar, the ancient Pare-
pamzfus,and thofe of Herat or Arigna had thrown
off their allegiance to the Sultan, baving
eftablithed feparate and diftin® goveroments: in
the provinces of Ghildn, Kermin, and Pars,
feveral pretenders arofe at the head of con-
fiderable forces: the rebel Melek had made
bhimfelf mafter of Kborafan, ordered money
to be coined in his name, and wore the
diadem of Perfta; the Turks had fubdued great
part of Aza:bigien or Medis, and all the diftricts
near the fhore of the Cafpian were in the hands
of the Ruffians. This was not all; a number

* Thefe 4fgans were, probably, the Pargpamifader of the
Ancients, wl'{;:m QgintuPCurﬁns-dd‘cribu in the feventh
book of his Life of Alexander, *¢ Ipfe rex nationem, ne
st finitimis quidem fuis fatis notam, quippe nullo commercin
¢ colentem mutuos uflls, cum exercitu imtravit, Paropa-
* mifade appellantur, agrefie hominum genus, et inter
*¢ barbaros maxime inconditum.” Cartis is extremely cons
fufed in his Afiatick Gaograp:&y; bat Pralemy rightly places
this nation with Jndia on th=caft, vhr Commtyy of Arie of Herar
on the wet, part of Khorafin on the north, and in, OF
Mikrim on tge fouth, The .d-vg;{n are mentioned by 4%
Yeweds in his life of Tamerlaae, M. de ls Crax, in his maps,
cdlls them Ousganis.

t In drabick o3 53} or, Maf mik,
)‘N of
4
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of barbarons tribes, who inhabited the forefts
and mountains, joined in the general commotion,
and concurred to fill the whole Empire with
defolation and rapine; while the new Emperor,
who had fearce common fenfe, was driven like
2 fugitive ‘from city to city, attended only by
a few troops, fome Nobles a5 weak as
himfelf.

At this time 2 young man, mm:éNJDER-
KULI, or The Servant of the Wonderful, advanced
from the deferts bordering on the Cafpian Sea,
and attacked the enemies of his country, Itis
He, of whofe life #hd actions we propofc to give
3 fuccinét account in the following work.



THE

HISTORY

OF

THE LIFE OF

NADER SHAH,

KING or PERSITA.

SECTION 1
The war in Xhorafan.

ADER RULI was born en Sunday, the
eleventh day of November in the year

1688, in a caftle named Defegerd, about

fixty miles to the north of Mefbed, Capital of
Kbhorafan. His birth was neither eminently bigh,
nor contemptibly low 3 for his Anceftors feem to
have been the principal men of a Tarftarian tribe,
called Affbars, who had formerly removed from
the Tranfoxan provinces to avoid the oppreflion
of the Moguls : their life was divided between
war, and paftoral amufements, and, like the
Arabs,» they continued to change their quarters
according to the mildnefs or fweﬁtiqu the feafon.
‘We may fuppofe, ‘however, that his family was
not very confiderable, as the Perfian author
8 maakes
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4.D.1y05.makes 3 long apology for the obfcurity of his

b5 extra@ion, and, in the manner of the Oriental

&=~/ writers, throws out feveral poetical illuftrations
of what he had afferted, ¢ that the cimeter
“ acquires its merit from the natural excellence
“ of its temper, and not from the mine, where
« it was formed; ahd that the diamond owes
“ not its {fuperivrity over all other jewels to the
¢ rock where it grew, but to its native bright-
¢ nefs.”” Let that be as it may, it is certain
that he was born with admirable fpa.rtzl, and
foon d¥covered a peculiar genius for military
cxercifes : even at the early age of fiftcen years,
he gave many fignal proofs of his valour, in
every expedition that he was engaged in; but
the firft circumitance which promoted and dif-
tinguithed him, was bis alliance with the Chief
of a neighbouring tribe, a man of great power
and dignity, who had fignali himfelf in
feveral wars with the nations of the adjacent
diftricts; and who then poffefled a ftrong hold
near the city of Abtérd : this chief was fo pleafed
with the dawning merit of the young Nader-
kuli, that he gave him his daughter in marriage,
in preference to a croud of competitors.

4.Da712.  He was thirty-one years old, when his fon
Nad. 31-« Rizukuli was born, whofe mother died five years
after ; and Nader married the daughter of ano-

ther Chief, by whom ke had two {ens Imimbul:,

and Nafralls. We muft not omit, that he had a
brother named Zobeireddoila, who had alfo two

fons Ibrabim and dfi: as thefe are the princi-

pal actors in the following Hiftory, the reader

_muft keep them conflantly in his memory, for

if he once lofe the- chain of events in this nar-
rative, we are not anfwerable for any obfcurity

3¢ . or
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f:;‘ conﬁugon,fthzt ke may find .in it; nor is it 4D.733e
s necefiary for him, to hold perpetually in.hig ¥ 36
mind the ftuation of the provinces in Perfia, and ™ ¥ d
the flate g ;:kajé provinees, when Naderkuli began

Caregr .

It was in tbe thirty-fisth year of his age, that
he formed the defign of delivering bis Country
Jrom the tyrants, who infefled every part of it;
and, knowing that he muft proceed gradually
in the execution of this great projet, he began
it, by colefting under-lis banneis a number of
the tribes contiguous to his own, and perfecuted
or deftroyed all thofe, who refufed ta fupport
him in his enterprife. In a fhort time he had
affembled a body of refolute and warlike youths,
who were firongly attached to his interefts, and
attended him faithfully through all the charges
of his fortune: with their ziiftance he took

» pofleflion of Krlat, a Cafile ve.y advantageoulty
fituated, and magle yet fironger by the heip of art.

The firft dangerous enemy that he determined
to crufh, was Al/eé, who had ufurped the large
and beautiful province of Khoraian, or the Region
of the Sun: he was not yct firong enough to
repel this wfurper by foice of arms; and was
obliged to have recourfe, to 2 bafe diffimulation,
far below the natural greatncs of his mind. lle
accepted the terms o amig, which Meizk hed
propofed to him with a dofign cqually trcach-
erous ; and they pafled fome time together with
every outward mark of friendfhip, whilft cach
was Jeeking an opportunity to circumvent and

® See the Tutredudion. .
- g
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ruin the other: at length Naderkuli, perceivin
his danger in the court of the tyrant, determine
to ftrike the firlt blow, and formed a con-
{pi againt him, in which he failed by 2
51::: q};" afr?}% tbm:m incredible ; for he had
agreed with his iates, that, while he and
Melek were engaged in the Afiatick exercife of
throwing the Gerid, or javelin, they fhould
attack hus giards, and leave him to hazard a
fingle combat with the Ufurper, but that they
fhould not ftir, till they faw him feize the reins
of Melek’s horfe ; at a proper timé he was
going to give the fignal, but m the burry of the
exercifé, he miffed bis aim, and Melek rode by
without perceiving his attempt, fo that he re-
folved to defer his vengeance till another day:
but his great mind was not formed for the low
arts of deceit; and be was rF/.'fmed Jor a nobler
viclsry over #is tyrant. He {oon difcovered his
errour, and, having retired from the coutt of
Melek to his own caftle, began to take meafures
for an open and vigorous war.

Since his troops were as yet very little ufed
to fire-arms, and had only fought with Iances
or fabres, he was obliged to a& with great
caution againft the artillery of Melek : he con-
fantly avoided 2 decifive battle, but feized with
Incredible vigilanee every advantage that pre-
fcnted itlelf. He had, however, feverat engage-
ments with his enemies, in whick he was gene-
rally viGtorious ; and he foon received afg‘rcat
acceflion to his power, by the concurrent forces
of afl the neighbouring tribes, and by the aum-
ber of ftrong holds in the diftrict of Abiurd,
which he had taken rither by compofition, or
by ftorm, *

‘While
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While this young Adventurer was training his £.0.1734.
new army to a kind of war, of which they had N- 37
o idea before his time, the Sultan Tabmafp was
wng a little firength, and making a feeble

rt towardd the recovery of Khorafan; with
which view, he fent a de ent into that pro-
vince, under the command of Riza, a weak and
impradent officer. This General was extremely
furprifed to hear on every fide the fame of
Nader’s exploits, and to find that he had forced
Melek to remain inadtive within the walls of
Meihed, againft which he had aétually led his
forces: he confidered, that the fuccefs of this
youag man would entirely efface his own glory,
and render his expedition ineffedinal; accord-
ingly he fent him orders to defif from bis enters
{;‘5/}, ond to avoid an engagement with the rebels,
aderkuli obeyed ; and, retiring to Abiurd,
left the ficld open for the General, not doubting
but that his fervice would foon be neceffary,
and that Riza would repent of having refufed
it: he was not deceived; for Melek, being in-
formed of Nader’s retreat, aud knowing the
incapacity of Riza, fallied eagerly from bis in-
trenchments, defeated the Imperial army, and coms
pelled the Gene: al to fly with a few of bis guards.

Nader, upon this, prepared again for action,
and led his troops towards the cﬁ;u of Nifbapor,
which Melek had invefted ; but a mutiny, that
was raifed in his army, gave the rebels time to
puth the fiege with vigour, and the gauifon fur-
rendered the city to the tyrant. ‘When Nader
had calm®&d the diflenfion of his tribes, he re-
folved to hazard a battle, and met the enemy in
2 plain near Mcfhed ; but his foldiers were fo
hairafled by the mufketry of the rebels, that

B3 they
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they foon Bed in confufion, and Nader himfelf,
attended only by two of his officers, retired to
Kelit, with indignation in his heart. It was
not long, before he reinforced his army in the
diftrits of Abiurd, and, marching at their head
towards Methed, imcamped within a few miles
of the city, Melek, elated with his former fuc-
cefs, advanced boldly againft him; but Nader
was fo animated by the fenfe of his late difgrace,
and the ardent defire of revenge, that he re-
folved to exert his utmoft powers, and ruthed
with a wild fury upon the rebels. The engage-
ment was obftinate, and lafted with equal vio-
lence on both fides, from noon till funfet’; at
which time, Melek, finding the greater part of
his army flain, fled precipitately to an adjacent
fortrefs, leaving his ammunition and artillery
in the hands of the Conquerors. Nader was
prevented, by fome troubles in his little territory,
from purfuing his conqueft at that time, and
Melek returnéd to Methed, fnll of madnefs and

defpair.

A.D.1y2g.
Nad. 33,

In the mean while, the Emperor was wander-
ing like an exile in the province of Mazenderan,
the ancient Margiana : he heard every quarter
ving with the name of Nader, and, being affured
that this young warriour had no other intent
than to extirpate the oppreflors of his country,
he fent one of his mimfters named Haflan Ali,
to compliment him upon his late vittory, and
to defire the continuance of his help. Nader
received this minifter with great dignity, de-
clared that bis intention was, to omit no fizp tewards
refloring the Sulten to bis former power, and. ac-
companied Haffan Ali in his return through
part of Khorafany in order to defend him from

any
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any danger or infult, After”this he refumed £.0.1726.
his arms, and took feveral firong places by af- Nad: 1.
Yiult, among which was #be ancient zity of Meru : =Y
he enliftcd the young captives into his army,
ia}rl:::!lws diftributed the fpoils amomg his own Af-

The Sultan in the mean time was advancin
to Khorafan, with his {mell army commanded
by a General named Ferab Ali, and fent a fecond
meflage to Nader, intreating him to join him
with his forces : Nader fet out inftantly, and
met the Emperor, with whom he had a long
conference ; and on the feventh of September
1727, both armies marched towards Methed.

‘During thefe tranfactions Melek had not been 4.0.:909,
idle : he had taken all the forts in the adjacent Nad-¢e.
diftricts, and lud wafte the habitations of all

"the tribes that oppofed him; but, hearing that
Nader and the Spltan had jeined their forces,
he was feized with fuch fear, that he rcturned
in hafte to the Capital of his province, and made
preparations for fuRaining the tempeit, which
he faw impending over him.

Abont this time Fetah Ali, the ¢ommander
in chief, was aceufed of difafieétion, and put
to death by the Emperor’s order : though the
Perfian writer feems to acquit his Hero of any
concern in this accufation, yet we cannot help
fufpeing that He was the contriver of it ; it
is certain at leaft, that he was immediately
invefted with the fupreme command of the
imperial army, which he exercifed wpon
every occafion with great authority, dif-
pofing of places and goecrnments .accprdn':g

+
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4,D.v137, t0 his pleafure. He foon began to draw his

. Nad.40- lines round the city, while Melek, bein
almoft driven to defpair, made feveral bolE'
attempts to impede his progrefs, and often fallied
from the gates, jut was, as often, repulfed with
great lofs, and was it length obliged to aft
merely a defenfive part. When the fiege had
lafted near two months, the officers of Melek
deferted from him every day ; and one of them,
pamed Pir Mobammed, offered to deliver the
city to the befiegers, if the Sultan would grant
him a fidl pardon ; accordingly, he opened the
gates at midnight on the twenty-ninth of No-
wvember, and Nader entered them at the head
of twelve thoufand men : moft of the garrifon
laid down their arms ; the reft were put to the
{word, and Melek, with a few of his chiefs, fled
to the citadel, where they made a thort refiftance,
but at laft furrendered at diftretion. The rebels
were treated with lenity, and Melek, at his owne
requeft, was permitted to wear the Babit of 2
Dervife, and to retire into 3 cell belonging to
the mofque of RiZa, the fon of Mafa, a Mahoy
medan faint, who was buried in the city of
Mefhed.* The officer, who betrayed him, was
recompenfed for his fervice by a confiderable

.  government,

The Sultan entered his city in a kind of
triumph, and g fbort interval of reft fucceeded to all

bis mifery,

Nader had made a vow that, if he took Mefhed,
he would caufe the dome of the facred mofz;:;
to be fgﬂt 3 he, therefore, employed the
dlays of repofc after his {fuccefs, in giving orders
faxaddmgshaéommcnttethcdty,'mda};;c

[] o °
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fame time the ableft architefts were engiged, by £.0.172.
1}5 command, in raifing another dome equally Ned-4o.
endid. .

By thefe aéts of affefted piecty, but of trme
magnificence, hewon the hearts of the populace, |
and of his army ; but raifed in the courtiers and
minifters of the Sultan, that envy and malevo.
lence, which ever accompany a confcioufnefs of
inferiour merit: they were perpetually infinsa-
ting to the credulous prince, that his General was
daring and ambitious, that his power Was already
out of all reafon, and that no authority whatever
would be able to controll him, if he were ale
lowed to purfue his prefent courfe. Thefe fug-
geftions had fuch an effett on the Emperor, that,
when Nader had begun to march into an ads
jacent territory, in order to reinforce his troops,
the imperial mandate was iffied to recall him,
Upon his difobedience the Sultan left Methed,
and, retiring in difguife to a neighbouring caftle,
fent circular letters to all the northern provinces,
in which be accufed bis'General of hish ireafom,
and declared bim a rebel, Thefe letters were
brought to Nader together with the news of
the Sultan’s retreat : he was moved with a2 juit
indignation at this ingratitude, but knowing
that gentle meafures would be ineffectual, he
led his troops againft the caftle, where Tahmafp
and his courtiers were conceazled, and, upon
their difobeying his fummons, he laid fiege to
it in form. Soon after, a large fupply of
money and military flores, which a Perfian
offices was bringing to the Sultan, was inter-
cepted by ome of Nader’s commanders, and
brought to Lis camp: this los {o reduced
[3hmafp, that he was bliged to prapofe 311;11;

. €a
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APany. cable 8 to his General, and to promife that,

Nod-4ov if 1..,'32';;1& defift from hoﬂ:i]itics,Prh?mfelf and
his court would return to Mefhed, and rely
for the future on the prudence of his condudt.
¥e accepted thefe terms; and reconduéted the
Monasch to his capital, with every outward
wnark of relpedt, but, iz reality, with tle higheff
congempt both of bis power and underflanding.

It s probable, that Nader conceived at this
time a defign of taking the government into
his own Rands, and of extending his conquefts
even beyond the limits of the Perfian empire s
for on the morning after his 1etvrn to Methed,
he told his officers a dream, which he bad, no
doubt, invented, and which they did not fail
to interpret according to his withes: * he
< dreamed, as he faid, that he faw a lake, in
¢¢ which werc a large water-fowl, and 2 white
 fifh with four horns ; that his a.tendants®
¢ firove in vain to catch them, but that, when
¢ He firetched out his hand, he took them
“ with great eafe.” His adherents immediately
declared, according to an old proverb current in
Perfia, that, fo dreum of birds and fifb denoted a *
certainty of arriving at fovereign power; but the
circumftance of the four horns counld not then
be explained by them, though they were af-
terwards fuppoled to portend the four kingdoms
of Perfia, India, Tartary, and Kbharewm. No-
thing fhould be omitted in an Hiftory, which
may tend to place in a clear light, the cha-
raters of the principal perfons in it: we fee
by this fittle faft, that the fnallef arts oft aﬁaﬁcy
were united in this fingular man, with all the
ﬁa‘cenei_i: of heroifin ; and we fhall have oc-
galion, in the comﬁ.of our narrative, to men-
' ton
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tion the great influence, which he gaitied over 4.p.1ys;.
his army by the fame artifice qf Jorging a dream, bad. 4o,
‘This has becn a common deceit of officers; “==v—*
as, in the fieze of Tyre, we are told, that Alsx-

ander encouraged his foldiers, by affuring them

that Hercules bad appeared to bim in a dr

and, taking him by the hand, had led him.iato

the City *. . S '

Nider was-not fuffered to remain a long time £.0.1508
‘ilz_a&live: the inconftant and mutinons nation Nad. 4.
of the Curds, privately fupported by the minifters
of the Suftun,Pl:ad ta)}'{éﬂi':ms, aJI;d drivenﬂhis
brother Zobeireddoula into a cadtle, wherethey kept
kim under a clofe blockade.. He found no great
difficolty in reducing thefe rebels: he was able
to encounter any opcn force whatever; but he
wasg at the {ame time attacked by more fecret
and more dangerons enemies. Melek, who, as
it has been faid above, bad refired into the cell
of a dervife, was employing all his art to in-
cite the Tartars, that inhabited the city of
Mem, to rebel againft Nadery and the Court
affifted bim in thefe intrigues ; while the Emperor,
either through folly or malignity, but, certainly,
with an excefs of ingratitude, 1¢joiced at the
fiorm, which he thought ready to break over the
head of his Deliverer : but the defigns of
Melek were difcovered ; and Nader, finding him
no lefs dangerous in a cell than in the field, de-
termined to put him to death, and difpatched

? Q. Curt. lib. 4. cap. 7. At ille, handquaquam rudis
traftandi militares animos, fpeciem fibi Herculis in fomno
oblatam effe pronuntiat, deateram porrigentis: itlo duce,
illo aperiente, is wrbem intrare fe vifam.

. ong
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4.D.yps.0ne of his attendants for that purpofe, ‘who

Nad.4r. gladiyundertook the office, fince a brother, whom

" 77 e tendery loveds had been unjuftly flain by
Melek during his government of Khorafan.
This Ufurper was a bafe, perfidious, artful ty-
rant; he had been ernor of Segeftan, but
removed into Khorafan, when the Afgans in-
vaded Perfia, and was delighted with the ruin
of his country, as it gave ﬁim an opportunity
of raifing himfelf to abfolute power. .

Nader had now recovered a great part of the
finelt province ip the Perﬁan%:lpire; and he
refolved to bring the whole of it to fubjection,
before he carried his arms into the Weft, As to
the Sultan, he neither feared nor regarded him :
he thowed him, indeed, a t deal of out-
ward refpeét, but acted in all his affairs with
a fovereign authority; for he well knew that
nothing could injure him, while he was at the
head of thirty thovfand bardy foldiers, who
were firmly attached to his intereff, as well
from the veneration, which his amazing courage
extorted from them, as from the hope of tharing
the fruits of his victories.

On the twenty-feventh of July, he fet out
upon an expedition againft the Afgans, who had
by this time penectrated into the hcart of
Khorafan : thofe banditti fled precipitately from
bis army, which advanced, as the poet fays,
like o flame that confumes all before it. He came
in a few days to one of thofe vaft deferts of
fand, that are fo frequent in Afia; where,
mounted on a camel, with a lance in his hand,
he led his foldiers without intermiflion, and
beld in common with them the toil and danggrf



Lire or NADER SHAH. |, 13

of thefe fatigning marches. He arrived on the 4.0 1731,
ninth of September at a fortrefs called Bebadin, ¥od- 41-
which he took by florm, together with mnz"“
other firong holds: but the caftle of - Senc

gave him more trouble; the governor made an
obftinate refiftance, and would not forrender it

the twenty-fecond, after having foftained 2
vigorous fire from the Perfian artillery, Ome

day he was ftanding by a canon of 2n enormouns

Lize, and giving direftions to his engineerss

fome accident called him away, and he had

fcarce ftepped three paces from the canon, be-

fore it burft, and the fplinters of it killed fe.

veral foldiers, and one officer of diftin&tion,

who fiood nzar it in the place, which Nader had

juft left.

On the day after the taking of Sencin, he
had notice, that feven or eight thoufand Afgans
*were.narching from Herat to the relief of the
Governor : Nader immediately advanced to
meet them, and encamped towards evening
in a plain called dbadeif. It was not, how-
ever, his inteation, to come to a decifive battle
with thefe dauntlefs favages, who had been
trained to war by a long courfe of rapine and
havock ; he meaned only to harrafs them by
flight fkirmithes, and to enure the Perfians by
degrees to confront 2 mation, which they had
been ufed to confider as fomethinil more than
human. Agreeably to this defign, he placed his
forces behind ftrong intrenchments, and never
acted offenfively till he difcovered fome favorable
opening, but on the moment that he perceived
any weaknefs in the enemy, he fallied out at the
head of a light-armed troop, which conftandy

guined fome advautage, and returned lo sheir
G-
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A.D.1728. anions, wondering at their own fuccefs. In
Nad. g1, m manner he con,tgrived to exercife his whole
army by turns, and, having kept the Afgans

in play for four days, he made 2 general at-

tack : the fhock was viclent; and they, who

were too much exhanfted to refift it, fled in
confufion to Herat, whence they came. Nader
veferved the reduction of that City for fome

future occafion, and, thinking it imprudent to

the Afgans too far, rcturned to Methed,

where the battle of Abadiif greatly increafed bis

lory-

His domeftick foes were more obftinate, more
infidious, and more dangerons: in the field he
oppofed valour to valour; in the palace he was
obliged to contend with envy, folly, and ma-
levolence. The Sultan and his nenifters weie
perpetuclly foliciting him to undertake ihe se-
covery of Ifpahén, and to march directly againfd
that city: it was vain for him to alledge, that
there were flill many defperate enemics in thel
midft of Khorafan, that the inhabitants o
Herat were ftill very refratory, and that it was
too early for fo diftant an expedition. They
affelted to confider thefe pruodent remonftrances
as a refufal to comply with the Emperor’s re-
queft; they even intimated, that his unwilling-
nefs to inveft lpahan proceeded from fome difloyal
intenticn, and fpread a report through the pro-
vince, that Nader was fripped of all bis bonors,
and had no linger a fbare in the government. Thi
diflenfion went fo far, that z civil war feemed
ready to break out: the Sultan left Methed a
fecond time, together with his courtiers, and,
taking the road of Mazenderan, affaulted and
feized a caftle bclollging to a tribe of Nade’s
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firmeft adherents: The General was foon in- 4.5.1ya8,
formed of their motions 2nd advanced in hafte Nad-4s.
to the caftle, where he defired an explanation

of this proceeding ; but they ordered the gotes

to be fhut and refufed to zdmit him. FKie

made immediate preparations for 2 fiege, and

his artillery had aflvally begun to play, when

the Emperor came in perfon to Nader, snd, in

an abject manner, made en 1*chgy frr the bel avi-

our of bis miniflers ; Nader aficcrd to be con-
vinced of lis fincerity, and returned with him

to Mecfhed, but preveated his having any fur-

ther interconrfe with the confederates, who were
obliged # lic concealed, till the fform was in

fome meafure abated.

It may be thought firange, that Nader,. who
had a rowerful army at his difpofal, and had
becn {o ill rewarded for his fervice, did not at

»this time aflume the wame of Lmperor, or at
lealt of Pictedfer, to which laft he was juflly
entitled : he could not be weak enough to re-
fpet an obftinate idiot, becaurc the accident of
a royal birth had placed Iim upon a throne,
which he difgraced: but ke defpifed his weak-
nefs ; andhe knew how little 252 wain name of
King could add to his power, which was alread
as great as he could defire.  He ated, indeed,
as Sovereign upon every occafion, and about
this time {ent an ambafl:dor in his own name
to the court of Ruffia, demanding in high terms
the reftitution of Ghilzn, a province tamed for
its rich filk, which Peter I, who was dcfirous of
engrofing the domnion of the Calpian lake,
had wrci%ed from Tahmall}) in the year 1723;
when he penetrated into Perfia, on a pretence
of fupporting the Sultan Huflein againft Mah-

Ly

mid,
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mdd, who had juft made himfelf mafter of
Iipahan,

On the tenth of March was celebrated the
feftival called Nuriz, in which the ancient
Perfians ufed to folemnize the Sun’s entrance into
the Ram, and the return of the vernal feafon.
The General entertained the populace with
fumptuous thows, gave fplendid feafts to the
Nobles, and chief men of his army, and dif-
tributed among his foldiers the prizes, that he
had won in hus late expeditions: in thefe lar-
geffes he wifely proportioned the value of his
gifts to the degree of coura§e, whi¢h he had
obferved in his men; a noble example of at-
tention in 2 General, which thould be followed
by all great commanders, as, by exciting a
warm emulation in an army, it might raife
their troops fe the glory of the old Sparian and
Roman legions. .

Nader now prepared for bis expedition againt
Herat, and, leaving Mefhed on the twcnty-fgurth
of April, encamped in the plains of 74m, a fmall
town, famous for being the birth-place of Nour-
eddin, thence called 7émi, 2 molt fpirited and
lively poet, who flourithed, in the middle of
the Afteenth century, with a great reputation for
wit and genius,

Herat, the Aria of Ptolemy, is a city of
Khorafan, frequently mentioned in the hiftories
of the Eaft: 1t is pleafantly fituated, and was
remarkable for the delightfulnefs of the gar-
dens which furrounded it, before it was i::xd
wafte by the violence of war; it had been
plundered by the two- greatelt warriors of

2 ¢ Afia,
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Afia, Gensbiz and Timfir, and was now reférved 4.9
for the arms of as defperate a foldier: the hif- N#-#-
torians of Herd¢ mentibn this civcumftance, as
fome aileviation to the miferies which they have
fuffered, as if the {plendid name of an oppreffor
tould give any cale to the opprefled. In the
year 1722, fo fatal to the Sultan Huflein, there
was a violent infurreftion in this city; the in-
habitants perfifted for five years in oppofing the
power of the Emperor, and had eleted an Af-
gan governor named Alayar. In a few days
Nader reached the city, but had been forced to
open his way to it, by making a paffage throngh
the numerous forces of the rebels; he cone
ftantly defeated them in all his engagements, in
which he behaved with a pafona%ﬂwlour, that
ftruck an awe into his whole army, who began
to look upon him as fomething above a mortal ¢
he ufually charged at the head of his cavalry, and
sarried a general terrour wherever he moveds
yet in allﬁs battles, he received oply a flight
wound in his foot from the point of a javelin,

Allayér, who expefted a {peedy fupply from
the governor of, Ferab, contrived to gala time
by propofing termus of aﬁrccment on one day,
and retracting them on the next; in the mean
while Nader had invefted the City, and was
making preparations for a regular fiege: the
commander of Ferah had, indeed, fent a boﬁ{
of men with ammunition and artillery to Al-
layar; but they were intercepted by the Per-
fians, their military ftores taken, and themfelves
forced %i 8y with precipitation ; which when
Allayir Sifcovered, he came with his chiefs and
all the ma%-iﬁrates of the city, to the tent of

the General, making the moit folemn vows of
Co fub-
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E}I_Zli_l;ﬁon and obedience : Nader accepted his
, and fuffered him, rather imprudently,
to continue in his government; after which he
returned towards Mefhed, and entered it in
triumph on the twenty-fecond of june. On
his return he found the fame weaknefs in the
Snltan, and the famie malignity in his courtiers;
but he appeafed them in fome meafure by a
yrm?, which be made, of advancing in a few
months againft Ifpaban ; where Afbraf, a coufin
of the tyrant Mahmiid, then reigued with all
the infolence of an Ufurper.
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SECTION I

The war againft the Afgans.

NHDER was forming a plan of ope- 4.7z
rations againft the dfgams, and doubt- Nag. 42

ing what courfe to purfue, when the imprp-

dence of Afraf, who had fucceeded to Mah«

mud in the ablolute government of Ifpahan,

brought his defigns at once to maturity; for

the ufurper, hearing of Nader’s cxpedition

againft Herit, imagined that he had a fair ops

portunity in his abfence to plunder Khorafan §

on the borders of which he arrived on the thirticth

¢f July. The Perfian general, having notice of

,bis arrival, ordered all his forces to be in readis

nefs, and his beft artillery to be brought into

the field; but he was not able to leave Methed

till ¢he beginning of September, at which time he

advanced with great rapidity, and reached a

fortrefs, which an officer of Afhraf was beﬁz%«

ing. The Afgan raifed the fiege at his approach,

and retreated precipitately to a plain called

Mehmandoft ¥, whither he was followed

Afhraf, whe encamped on the banks of a fm

river.

On the twenticth, Nader appeared befors
them in order of battle; he drew the flower of

* In Perflan w40 (L g0 o8 mFrimJg"Glgﬁ.
Ca hig
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4 D.sy2q. his army into a2 compacét phalanx, ordering thestr

Nad.42. 4o keep their ground in a moft profound filence,
that they might hear his orders to a moment:
his voice, as & man, whe heard it at the fiege
of Bagdad, informed one of my friends, wis
uncommonly clear and firong. The Afgans
were marching towards him with great hafte,
but with more fpirit than regularity ; they then
unfolded their front to right and left, and formed
three divifions, in hopes of enclofing his troops,
and attacking them in flank. Nader perceived
their defign, and, in order to fruftrate it, covered
the fides of his phalanx with his artillery.
Afhcaf rathed onward, hoping to flrike a pas
mick into the Perfians, and milaking, perhaps,
their wonderful compofure and folemn filence
for a want of refolution to attack him; hig
army were juft within mufket-fhot of the enemy,
when Nader gave the word, and the Perfians
fired with great ficadinefs, marching at the famq
time with incredible order. Afhraf, little ex-
peding to mect with fuch a check, was alarmed
and certed ; his troops were thrown into
diforder ; his ftandard-bearer was killed by his
fide ; the Perfian phalanx fill advanced like a
columnr of fire, firiking down whole lines
at every difcharge; and at length the ufurper
fled with the fé‘; Afgans that remained, and
took the rvad of Hpahan., The General would
not fuffer his men to purfue the Afgans, bus
promifed to indulge their cagernefs on the firft oc-
cafion, and returned to his camp in the fame
order, without any unmeaning clamours or
marks of inconfiderate joy.

After this viGory, Nader fent an ambafiador
to the Twkith court, inGifing vpon the reftitu-
. tion
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tion of Azarbiﬁian or Media, and giving plain 4.0.172p,
hints, that he thould foon be able to feize it by Ned-43-
force, if they paid no attention to his juft de-

mand.

A violent enmity had ever fubfifted betwecn
the Perfians and Turks, which, indeed, could
Fardly be avoided between two nations, who
were always difputing, cither about their fron-
tiers, or on fome point of religion; and each
of whom, as it generally happens, was jealouy
of the other’s glory. Othman, fiom whom the
Turkith Emperors take their name, was v
formidable to the princes of Perfia at the clo
of the thirteenth century, and Alzeddin, fo-
vereign of Iycaomia, was forced to fecure his
aliiance, by giving him the rank of his comw
mander in chief, and inciting him againft the
Grecks ©  his defcendants ed their Em-
pire; and their hatred to the Perfians was in-
creafed, when a party, who aflerted the right
of Ali to the Califate, oppofed them in every
part of Afia, and thwarted all their de-
figns. When the fett of the Alides was intro-
duced among the Perfians by the family of
Sefi, the Turks affected to treat them as a de-
teftable fa@ion, which the name of Shiabs im-

lies, and the Mufti never failed, when the
lI:"corm was inclined to declare war againft
them, to affert, that :'twﬁ:;d gc c; fm;m ;n tb;
army of the Faithful, to the blood of fuc
im ?iu}f Hereticks : but they rejoiced at the fcﬁfm
which they pretended to deteft : while the Per-
fians cdntinued to acknowledge the fucceflion
of Omar), they had 2 right, and were bound,
indecd, by their religion, to make a yearly
vifit to Mecca 3 fo that,c upder the pretcn:e Paf
.v3 i
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a pilgrimage, they might lead a numerous
army through the heart of the Turkith em-
pire; but Ifinail imagined, that, by transferring
the {cene of this religions ceremony from Ara-
bia, o the terih of Ali in bis vwn domintens, he
fhould caufe a confiderable fum of money to
be circulated every year in his kingdom, inﬁmd
of being cairied to that of his natural enemy.

Selim I. an aftive and enterprifing monarch,
made this heredy of Hmail, 2 pretext for in-
vading Perfia, and pufhed his conqueft with
great rapidity : his fon, the warlike but unfor-
tunate Soliman I, was equally fuccefsful in his
expeditions againft the Svltan Tahmafp I who
had fuctt protected, and afterwards betrayed, the
Prince Bayazid, Son of Soliman by the Ruflian
captive, Roxolanz : His foceeffors engaged in
many bloody wars with the race of Scfi, and thg
city of Bagdad Lad beer a fubjedt of perpetual
contention between them, from the fixteenth
century to the middle of the prelent.

In the year 1yo3 Ahmed IIL. ¥, the twenty-
thitd Emperor ot the Turks, was placed on the
throne in the room of his brother Muftata, who
Iot his diadem by preferring the decifions of
the Mufti to the good will of his generals: he
was depofled with the Alcoran in his hand, and
confined till his dcath in the feraglio. His bro-
ther, fenfibly reflefting that the authors of onc

-ravolution would have the power to caufe ano-

ther, gave private orders for the chief oflicers
-

- 7
Tn Arabick Ot of 73 mof aworrly of praife

the letter @ marks the fuperlative degree in thz Ia{g'f:;c. ¢
0
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of the Janiffaries to be fcized one by one, and £.D.173
thrown by nx:iight into the fea; but he left his Nsd4s-
work unfinithed: if, like Peter I. he had en."™ "
tirely broken that formidable militia, he might
have avoided the terrible event which happened

twenty-feven afterwards, in confequence
of Nader's vidorics ’

‘When Perfia was torn in pieces by the ra-
vages of Mahmud, and the Czar was fecurin
to himfelf three of its fineft provinces, Ahmedg,
cager to thare the rmins of his rival’s empire,
{eized the rich province of Azarbigian; and, as
he had an immoderate love of riches, divided it
into diftritts, and fold them, as military fefs,
to his janiffaries, who were detarmined to k
them, and heard with difdain the demand of the
new Perfian General.

Nader in the mean time was purfiing
Athraf, and obferving all his motions: in one
of his excurfions he difcovered a body of
Afgans, who were encamped in a very ad-
vantageous fituation. It was a narrow pafs,
called Serdekbar, between two mountains, upon
which the Afgans had planted their artillery:
in a place like this, before the invention of fire-
arms, 2 fmall number of refolute men might
have ftopped an whole army: but the Perfians
attacked the enemy with fuch vigour, that they
left their poft, and fled to ; who, grown
more cautious fince his defeat, retreated with
all his forces to pahan, where be maffacred mofé
of the Wpabitants in cold blood, and, among them,
2 numba of learned men, who had retired from
the worlfj, and hoped to clofe their days in a
ftudious tranquillity, »

7 .Cs He
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4.D.1719.  He foon, however, recovered his {pirits, and,
Aed-43. having raifed a mumerous army, advanced to &
plain called Morche kbori*. 1t was late in the
evening, on the twelfth of November, when
Nader came in fight of the enemy, and, refolv-
ing to lofe no time, while the Afgans retained
an impreflion of his valonr, he ordered a body
of Curds to attack their advanced guard: they
fought with t refolution ; flew about four
hundred of the rebels, and returned at night
with feveral prifoners, who gave notice that 2
"Turkifp genem}:n overner of Hamadan, had joined
Mhraf with 3 idable army. This piece of
mtelligence was very unexpeéied, and the Turks
fcem to have violated the law of pations, ix
taking the field without & formal declaration of
war ; or without giving any anfwer to the Per-
fian ambaffador : E:c citcumftance was the more
alarming to Nader at this junéture, as he was by
no means prepared to engage with fo powerful
an enemy ; he retired, therefore, to his tent, and
pafled the night without fleep in a great agitation of
mind. At break of day he advanced towards the
Afgars, who, together with the Turks, were
encamped on an eminence: when he bad
almoft reached the foot of the hill, he turned
afide, and pretended to bend his courle tewards
Ifpaban, hoping by this motion to diaw Afhraf
from his intrenchments; but the ufuiper, hav-
ing acquired fome degree of prudence from the
battle of Mebmand(f, remained firm in bis fta-
tion. Nader continued his feigned march, and
retiring at a proper diftance, difcovered a part
aof theg encmy’s, camp which fcemed.to be
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very ill defended: he inftantly fent a refolute 40372y,
pflicer with the artillery to attack it, while him- 'N’d‘, _"‘"!
fclf, at the head ofrzis cavalry, prepared to :
regeive the Afgans, if they thould be forced, as
he expefted, to give him batde. His projedt
fucceeded ; his officer made a vigorous affault,
drove the enemy into the plain, and, having
feized their cannon, continued to harrafs them in
the rear, while Nader met them in front with
equal alacrity. A general altion enfued, which
lafted for feveral hours; and this, indeed, was
;hc firft dectfive lhlbatl;le, i{tix l:iirhit:h Nad;'r had

cen engaged : he was fighting againft two

cat arg:lies, and muft either, Ey gga.ining the
%It;ld, recover Ifpahan from the rebels, or, by
lofing it, muft abandon all his projefts, and be
veduced to nothing :

————no vulgar prize they play,

No vulgar vi&gu:a: muit reward the ﬁiaz,
Such as in races crown the fpeedy firite;
The prize contended was great Hedor’s life ¥,

At noon the Turks began to give way ; which
Nader, who loff no advantage that offered itfelf,
immediately obferved, sua.d‘g puthed his troops
ag:inft them fo vigoroufly, that they had re-
courfe to flight, and were foon followed by their
allics: a great number of 4fgans and Turks were
made prifoners ; the former of whom, as rebels,
were referved for a publick execution at pahan,
but the latter were treated with lenity, and fent
back to their quarters at Hamadan,

* Puypes Tliad. Book XXIL z07.

Apraf,
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#AD.xrvs.  Afbraf, breathing nothing but and re-
Xad. 4a. venﬁ:qrrctumcd t§ prahmg with Eggcmefs in
N b Beart : be there called together his few ad-
hereuts, and fled in the evening towards Shiraz.

‘The Perfians, who dwelled in the diftriéts near
Jpahan, crouded into the city, which was
firipped of inhabitants, but full of treafures,

the collefted plunder of many years, which the

rebets had not time to carry with them: thefe
opprefled natives had now a kind of new life

infnfrd into them, by the departure of their
oppretfors, and immediavely fent intelligence to

Wider of Afhraf’s flight ; upon which he ad-
vaiiced to Hpahan, and eatered it in triumph.

He foon after {fent the Sultan an account of his
sitory, and invited him to fit on the throne

of his anczftors in the metropolis of their Em-

Pt

Tahmalp came with all poflible hafte, and
vexched the city on the fwentieth of December.
Ypahan foon recovered its ancient fplendour: it
was decorated on all fides with a profufion of
ornaments, and forty days were {pent in plea-
fures and entertainments ; but the perfon, who
tecemed the fcaft pleafed in the whole metropolis,
and who had reafon tn be the moft fo, was
#he Sultan himfelf : he often heard Nader talking
of #is defegn to refurn into Khorafan, and, con-
icious of his own weaknefs, he forefaw that he
thoudd be expofed to his enemies without the
continned fupport of his deliverer. In a full
council, thercfore, of the Nobles and (Generals,
he renewed his inftances, and entreated Wader
to ftay at Ipahan till he was firmly fejted on
the throne.  All the officers declared, | hat bis
ALty aughi 10 be coniented wvith the yreat ads

vaniages,
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vantages, which Nader bad already procured bimy 2.Diyage
wilbout oppofing bis reafonable defigns ; they added, N2d- 4
that bis Majefly ought o raife an army of Perfians,

and dfu}'ﬁ' the Khoralanians, who bad ferved bim -

fo faitbfully ; for that, if bis minifters were refoved

to thwart their General Nader in all bis projects,

they could nat be refponfible for any calamty that

might exfue. The Sultan was {o provoked with

thefe remonfirances, that be tore from bis head

a little coronet, which he ufually wore, and threwm

it upon the ground. Nader, in order to

him, was oﬁlj ed to promife, that he would be

at hand to him at any warning, and that

< he would not return to Methed, till he had

“ wholly extirpated the race of the Afgans, and

* driven the Turks from the weftern éorders of

« Perfia.”

It would, indeed, have been dangerous for
the Sultan, to have been left at this junéture.
Athraf war colleling frength in Shirax, and had
aflembled a number of barﬁarous tribes, refolving
to make a lft and defperate attempt. Nader
was foon apprifed of his motions, and met him
at 2 place, called Zarcan, where he cat moft of
his troops to pieces, and forced him, with his
general Seidal, to fly towards Candabar. His
approach was foon learned by Haffein, Prince of
that courtry, whofe brother Masmud had been
murdercd by Afhraf: the Prince, therefore, put
him to death, juflifying bis aét by the law of
retaliation, but received Seidsl into his City,
and gave him the command of bis trogps, Afhraf
fecnig to have been a perfe@t barbarian, furious,
blood§, and implacable ; his life had been 2
a conilint feries of affaffinations and maflacres,
his laft TOmEDLS, he ordered his women

aud, i
? to
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ta'be firangled, left they thould fall into the
kands of his eaemics.

Afier the battle of Zercan, Nader gave 2 re-
markable proof of his penetration, and thowed
bis kill in fecing through ibe bearts ¢f m:n. Among
the Afgan rﬁnen, svhum Le intendeod - to put fa
death at Ifpaban, he obferved one Melazafrin,
on whois countenance he faw the marks of fary
and defpair fo firongly imprinted, that he pri-
vately told his officers to keep a watchful cye
upon him, if they hoped to carry him alive:
but they were negligent of this order; and, as
they were paffing over a bridge, their captive
Melazafran lkaped fuddenly into the river, and was
drowned.

As foon as Nader heard the fate of Afhraf,
ke advanced to Shirax, where he diftributed the
vaft riches of the Afgans among his officers and.*
fuldiers, proportioning his rewards to the dif-
ferent degrees of valonr, which he had obferved
in them.

SHIRAZ is a city of Perfia properly fo
called : it was the birth-place of nany illufirious
men, amorg whom were the poets Hafez and
Sadi, of whofe worles there are many fine copies
in our publick libraries. There is a beautiful ode
of Hafez in honour of his native city, which
begins with thefe lines : « Hail, Shiraz, delight-
% fully fitnated ! May heaven preferve her lgom
“ ruin! May the Almighty defend our fircam
¢ of ¥ Racnabdd! for its waters fupply ugpwith

“fiength

* Renabod was the pame of a very clear rive}t, which
fiowed by a chapel, called Mofilc, near Skirax, ‘'where the

pona



Lz or NADER SHAH. 2

t length of days . The gale, fented with 42750
* ambergris, breathes hetween: Fiferabid and Med s
“ Mofella. Come to Shiraz, and ik 2

¢ of the facred fpirit from its inhabitants, who

“ are perfefily virtuous. How fhould the fugar

< of Egypt be brought to Shiraz, without bemng

“ }'urp by the fweetnefs of our fair dame

L 13 cls?”

The Perfians have fo high 2 veneration for
the memory of this poet, that they give him
the title of Divine ; and have a cuflom of open-
ing his book of Odbs, upon every remarkable
occafion, as our old {cholars ufed to open Virgil,
in order to gather fome omen from the Erﬂ
lines, which prefent themfelves.

When Nader and his officers were pafling by
the tomb of Hafcz, near Shiraz, one of the
company opened a colletion of his poems, 2nd,
erther by accident or by defign, firll caft their
eyes upon the following Ode, which they applicd
with one voice to the Conqueror: “ It 1s but
¢« juft that thou fhouldft receive a tribute from
¢ all fair youths, fince thou art the Sove-
¢ jeign of all the Beauties in the univerfe:
« thy two piercing cyes have thrown Khala
« and Kbeter into confufion ; India and Ching
“ pay lLiomage to thy curled wugs. thy gracefull

poets and philcfophers of that city nfed w fit and_

their works, and which is no Tefs celebrated by their writers

than the fnghs and Ceptsfus of the Atbrmians, Lo
* Lirerally sé¢ ifs of Klexr; this Hero or Sage is faid, in

the Perfiugomances, to have gained immorrality by driak-

g (Abt blye) the fountain of fife, Sec MENINSKI in

the word | Qi

¢ mouch
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£D.1730.% mouth gave the fireams of life to Rbezr 5 thy
ey & fugared lip renders the fweet reeds of Egypt
% contemptible ¥.”

At the feftival of Nurdz, a nobleman of high
rank was fent by the Sultan to Nader, with a
congra letter upon his freth vitories, i
which he made him a grant of four provinces,
Rborafan, Mazenderan, Carman, and Seifian, re-
quefling him to accept the title of Sultan, and
to wear a diadem fet with jewels, which he re-
ceived at the fame time. The fame nobleman
brought a number of rich mantles, which
he ted, in the Afiatick manner, to Nader’s

; and he was attended by 4b«’/ Cafferm, a
man of the Law, who had orders o propofe a
marriage between Rizakuli, Nader's fon, and &
younger daughter of the late Shab Huflein, The
General accepted moft of thefe honours, but
declined bearing any title, which might only
rafe envy, without bringing any folid advan-

® In the fame manner, before his expedition againtt
Faaris, his friends confulted the poems of Hafix, aod, upon
opening the volume, found the following coupler: ¢ O
i Hafew, thou halt taken Jréé and Pars with thy fweez

* poetry ; come, for it is now the turn of Bagded and
“ Fauris” 'This is the 1at couplet of the Ode, which be-
gins,

Gt aly (il 5 0dly S
Wdf(;._})i“k‘.ﬁ?.‘w
S

Although sbe awins infpirss vt with joy, ond the -’fmﬂm rofet
ﬂ.ﬁﬁui'np:u'cmbugdgf:bc Jfre “for the Cenfor

# extremely fovere,
. ¢ tages
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tage: however, that he ogght his troops 4.D-1rem
mﬁ a princely liberality, 2 orvlened money to 2o
coined in his name in the province of Khorafza; e
by which a& he virtually affumed the govern-

ment of the whole Empire. It was at this time,

if ever, that he took the name Tabmafp Kuli, ot,
Servant of Tabmafp, together with Lfe title of
Ahan or lord ; though it is by no means certsin,

that he was at all known by that name, whick

is niot once given to him by his Perfiay hiftoriass

his favourite general, indeed, was named Tab-

mafp Kuli Kban, and our merchants in Afia, whe

were, perhaps, unacquainted with the trae fate

of affairs, might eafily confound the titles of

thefe illufirious friends.

‘When all thefe ceremonies were ended, Nader
fed his army to Shufer, the ancient Sufs, Capital
of a Province to which it gives its pame.
an oflicer, whom Afbraf had fent to Goxffani-
nople, and who was returning with an an{wer
from the Porte, threw himfelf before the fect
of Nader, and gave him the legter of Sultam
Ahmed to the nfurper, by which he clearly diico-
vered, that awar with the Turks could not poflibly
be avoided. His own ambafledor alfe fent word,
that he could not procure a direlt anfwer from ihe
FTurkith minifters, with regard to the refitution of’

Azarbigiag, and that the Turks bad commiited
many open“ails of beftility. He foon found this
account to be tr@e; and received intelligence,
that 2 pumerous army, under the commaad of
Qfmén Pafbs, was encamped near the city of °
Hamadan : upoa which he advanced, and ofiered
them Rattle; but, after 2 few difcharges of their
arti Ofman retreated towards .the city,
where Reing joined by Tumdr Pafba, Govunt:f
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L1750, of Van, he retm'ngl at t‘lznl}cad of their united
v '4"'forces, and met the Per irr a plain, called
: Mcléir, There is nothing fo tedious in general
as the defcriptions of battles, ualefs they difplay
Jeme firiking inflance of fagacity, er are iw{/ﬁfcd
. with fome inf;ne{?ing events ; but, where a vittory
is gatned m a]]y Izz faperiour force or courage,
which is ufvally the cafe in unpolifhed nations,
it is difficult to render fuch deferiptions cither
inftruétive or entertaining. In this place it will
be fufficient to fay, that Nader entirely defeated
the two Bafba's, feized their artillery, together
with an immenie booty, and entercd the aty of®
Hamadan without obftruction. The inhabitants
received him with a tumultnous joy, and fen
thoufand Perfian captives, whom the Turks hud
kept in chains, regarded him as a beneficent

power, fent for their delivery.

Hamadan 1s a city of Parthia, firft built, if
we believe the Eaftern writers, by Darius, who
made it the feat of his Empire. Its fituation is
greatltfv celebrated by the Perfians, who fre-
quently enlarge upon the beauty of its walks
and ens, and the clearnefs of the rivulets,
by which they are watered. There is a valley
near the city, called Mawa/bdr, which is do
fcﬁbedtfbug an Jrabian poet, as onc of the mo
delightful fpots in Afia.

In this agreeable place Nader fed for
feveral days; and a&elr)wardn marchelcﬁg Tabriz,
the capital of Azarbigiom, which he entered
without any confiderable oppofition, as the two
generals, Ofinan and Timur, had not yA reco-
vered the thock of their late defeat. 1} treated
the Turkift officers, who were taken 1ﬁfonc.:‘}.

with
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with great refpeét and politenefs 5 but employed £.D.1730.
the captives of a lower rank in repairing the walls Nad. 43,
of the city, and fent the largeft cannons and mor-

Jtars, which the Turks had left behind them, #o

bis fortrefs of Relat, the deftined place of his
retirement.

A number of fmaller cities were recovered by
this victory ; and the report of Nader’s fuccefs
fpread a general confternation in the very Capi-
tal of the Turkifb Empite. It muft feem firange
at the finft view, that, although the Turks brin
into the field more numerous armies, than mof
other nations, yet they feldom have gained any
confiderable advantage by the foperiority of
their numbers. The truth ¢f it is, an army,
like an human body, may be lefs aétive in pro-
portion to its bulk ; and there is no more reafon,
why the Turk fhould defeat the Ferfan moun-
faineer, becaufe he cutnumbers his cnemies ten
to one, than, why an elephant fhonld over-
power 2 tiger by its fuperiour firength and fize,
‘We may add to this, that the Zurki/s horfes are
in general too large and inaciive, and that their
cavalry bears no kind of proportion to their
infantry.

‘While Naoder was purfuing this noble courfe
in Afia, a dreadful revolution happened in the
metropolis of the Othman empire. When he
firft demanded the reftitution of Awarbigian or
Media to the Perfians, Admed and his Vizir were
very willing to reftore it; but were pre-
vented by an infurredtion of the Janifflaries, who
were j0gly enraged at lofing their eflates, and
infifted §pon defending them with the beft of
their blo&l. After the defeat of Afbraf, and the

D taking
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4.D.3750. taking of Hamadas, the Vizir was again on’

. 'N’d' 43 the point of concluding 2 peace with the Perfian
Grenemlh1 ; but the Turkifh eui;uf;tories, incenfed
at his proceeding, comp ¢ Sultan to give
kim up, and pugt him to a cruel death: fflter
which they depofed Abmed, who furvived his
difgrace but 2 thort time, and raifed bis nephewr
Mabméd to the throne of Conftantinople.

Nader was now meditating the fiege of Erivan,
capital of Armema, when he received a very
alarming piecce of mews from the province of
Khorafan.

Huffein, prince of Candahir, ufily fearing,
that fmufd be bis own furn tavg/ tbe':oa:gbt ‘ﬁ}
Nader's arm, had taken advantage of his diftant
expedition againft the Turks, and had fent an
army into Khorafan, under the command of his
new General Sefdal. ‘The whole province was
foon thrown into confufion : the inhabitants of
Herat and Ferab openly revolted ; and the Af
gens advanced even to the walls of Meed. On
receiving this intelligence, he left Armenia, and

. fent notice to his brother Zoleireddeula of his
intended return to Kborafan, firillly enjoining
Lim to avoid a battle with the Afgans : but thae
rafth and obftinate prince ucglcécd the order,
and, fallying from the city o the twenty-feventh
of Fuly, engaged the befiegers, who drove him
back after a tharp conflict. '

In the méan time Nader was marching to-
wards Khorafan, and reached Cazvia, on the
feventeenth of Auguft: bis wery {pmrd
ferrour before bim, and compenfated thefill fuccels
of his brother’s arms, by delivering jbeddﬁ;}m

. a defpe-
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2 defperate fiege. The Afgans, ever haughty 40,750,
and infolent, i%:iwd m#&e city with a Eng Nad 43
ture of fear and indighation ; whence they res

treated flowly to Herat, Fllagl.n ing all che diftri@ts,
“through which they p, ed. 8

Nader could not reach Methed il Oftober;
where he fpent the remainder-of the year in ”
regulating the affairs of his metropolis, and in
reviewing his troops. His army twas encamped
in a plain called Chebarbdg, or, the four gardens,
famous for containing the tomb of Ali, fon of
Mufa, the twelar jaint of the province: All the
foldiers panted with impatience for the opening
of the campaign; and his prefence gave a new
life to the citizens, who to refume in
geua:e their ufual eccupations, and looked up to
Ii. with veneration, as-their fovereign and de- -
VEreT. ’

At the beginning of the new year, were fo-4.Da7a

lemnized the nuptials of Fathima, fifter of the ¥¥-4
Shah, and the prince Rizakuli, a hopeful youth,
about fourteen years old. On this occafion, near
two months were fpent, either in rejoicing and
feafts, or in hunting in the forefts of Absurd.
There is fomething very martial in the 4fatick
manner of hunting : a large tract of woodland
is enclofed with toils; which are gradually con-
tratted, till 2 great number of wild b are
colleted in a fmall circle, where the hunters kill
them with fpears, to the found of trumpets and
other infiruments of warlike mufick.

8 e fourteeth of March, Nader left Mefhed,
and"encamped on the fecond of pril, upon
the *mh of 3 siver before the wall of et

. 2 . t
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4.D.xyyi. At midnight a body of Afgans, with Scidal at
,""“"“', their head, pafled the river, and, fecured from

' detedtion by the darknefs of the night, appeared
Tuddenly before a caftle, where Nader, attended
only by eight guards, was giving orders to
his engineers. As foon as he was apprifed of
his danger, he drew his fabre, and rufhed into
the midft of the ecnemics, where he fuftained a
ve.r{;lun ual fight, till his other guards came
to his relief, who compelled Seidal to retreat,
with the lofs of his beft men, and % fave bim-
Jelf by fuwimming over the river.

On the next morming Nader invefted the city :
bs was greatly impeded in his works by the
frequent fallies of the Afgans, but they were fo
often repulled, that they determined at laft to
remain within the walls, and to aft only npon
the defenfive. Nader howcver, finding the city
admirably fortified, and having intclligeace from
a prifoner, that the inhabitanis were diftieffed
for provifions, pseferred the flow, but certain,
cffect of a blockade to the danger of a fiege,
and enclofed the city on every fide. In the
mean while, Zobeireddoula made fome attone-
ment for his late difgrace, by the vigour with
which he puthed the ficge of Feréh: he foon
took it, and put the 4fpans, who had defended
it, to the fword, .

The blockade of Herat lafted till the clofe of
the year; at which time, Alayar, whofe pro-
vifions were exhauited, began to think of capi-
tulating ; though his principal officer, Z&/fcar,
a fierce and de fpmte barbarian, had madeghe
garrifon take a folemn oath on the Alcoran, ghat
they would rather die than open the gate hau

. . “hap-
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happened, that, Allayar, in the corfufion oc-4p.1751
cafioned by Nader's approach, had left his women Nad-44-_
and children in a neighbouring fortrefs, where'
they had been taken by the Perfians; and, as
an Afiatick cannst fupport the idea of a difbononr
offored to bis feraglio, he fent fome of his minifters,
to propofe terms of accommodation, and premifed
2o farrender the city, if bis women were reftored.
Nader accepted the propofal; and invited the
meffengers to a fealt in his teat, which they were
furprifed to fee adormed with the heads of three
hundred Afpan chiefs, fixed upon lances. In the
morning he fent the women to Allayar, who,
fhocked at the reception of his minifters, and
having obtained his principal end by the return
of his family, refolved to peitth by famine, ra-
ther than fubmit to the befiegers, and having
ordered his women to be ftrangled, that they
mjght not furvive their lond, he prepaied to
fofiain the fiege. The Perfian General, irritated
by the perfidy of the governor, began to bombard
the city, and, perceiving a practicable breach,
was on the point of giving orders for an affault,
when the garrifon opened the gates, and fur-
rendered at difcrction. Nader, who was no lefs
mild after a victory, than violent before ity
treated the perfidious Governor with great hu-
manity, and gave him a fettlement in the pro-
vince of Multén, whither he foon retired with
his dependents, and the mifcrable remains of
his family. The other 4fyans were tranfplanted
to thofe parts of Khorafan, which required moft
cultivation ; and the city of Herat was filled with

a Perfian g‘u'rifon.
The favage roce of Afgans, who had ruined

the kingdony of Perfia, wge now cither de-
D3 firoyed,



38
J.Dtﬂ:

l-u-—.l

Tue HISTORY or Tue
ftroyed, or difperfed in various parts of the Em.

M, pire, without a poflibility of regaining their
firength : thofe J renamed, whe had taken
refugc in the city of Candebar, and the northern

parts of Indoffan, which kingdom was then ruled
by Mokammed Shah, an indolent and luxumiions
prince, who was wlm]] immerfed in voluptuouf-
nef; and at that time htt.lc thought, how foon 2
vittorious invader would difpofe of his immense
lreqfure:, and fll the fireets of DenLy with the
blood of bis fubsedts,
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SECTION N

The "Turkith soar.

THE Minifters of the Sultan, who fought 4.5.:73s.
cvery occafion to humiliate Naderkuli, per- Nad-45-
fuaded the credulons prince to take advantage™"
of his abfence in Khorafan, and to affume the
command of the Perfian army : they extolled

the valour of the Monarch, extenvated the
merits of his General, and preffed him to bear_

a part at leaft in the glory of delivering Perfia ;

by which foggeftions he was at length induced to

take the field, and marched towards Erivan, the
Capital of Armenia, A body of Turks, who op-

poled his paflage, were put to flight; and this

firt fuccefs {o elated him, that he fat down be.

fore the City, thinking to firike a panick into

the inhabitants by the terrour of his name. His
method of attack was extremely new: he re-
mained near three months on the banks of the

Aras, in a conflant courfe of diverfions and feafis,

until, finding his provifions almoft {pent, he re-
treated to Tubriz ; where he took a City already
taken, depofed the governor, whom Nader had
appointed, and advanced in triumph to Swita-

nia, with a determined refolution to deftroy all

the Turkifb armies, who fhould darc to obftruct

Whillt he was amufing himfelf with thefe
fplendrd pr<3'_e&s, he was unfortunately met by
an army of Jurks undes the command of Abmed
Pafha, a confummate General, and an admarable

¢ Py Statef-
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4.D.1745. Statefman; who, for many years, had eluded the

Xad.43. intrigues of his rivals at the Porte, and, having

“7" =" preferved his government of Bagdsd with un-
common reputation, had outlived moft of the
Bafbas of the Turkifh empive. Tahmafp, oncé
in his life, acted wifcly ; and attempted to de-
cline a battle; but, finding him{cif under the
neceflity of engaging with Adhmed, he gave the
chief command of his army to one of his Gene-
rals, Mohammed Kban, and referved the left wing
to himfelf. Moebanmed began the fight with
great intrepidity ; but, after a fhoit engage-
ment, the left wing, which the Sultan com-
manded, was fren to give way; and the Turks,
animated by the example and exhortations of
Abmed, purfued their advantage {o vigoroully,
that the rout of the Perflans bccame general :
five thoufand of them were flain on the field,
angd thofe, who conld not fave themfelves by
flight, were made prifoncrs: the Pejfun camp
was feized, with the ammanition and artillery,
and Tabmaf{ returned to Ijpaban, attended only
by a few of his officers.

In a thort time after this, Abmed retook
Hamadan and Tabriz; {o that the glorious ac-
tions of Nader were reduced to nothing by the
vanity, obftinacy, and cowardice of a Prince,
whom he had reftored to the throne of his an-
cellors. Abmed, acquainted equally with the
{uperionr abilities of Nader, and with the weak-
nets of Tabmafp, made an offer of peace to the
Stab, and propofed, in the name of the Sultan
Mabinfid, that the Perfians fhould keep the cities
which Nader had iaken, together with alb the ter
vitories lying to the eaft of the Aras: the Perfian
minifters readily accepted the propofals, and

. ¢ figned
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figned the articles of peace, which were fent to £.0.17a.
Conftantinople to be ratified. A publick rejoicing Nad- 45
was ordered on this occafion in the Turk:ﬁ Capt- ==
tal ; and Abmed, whofe valour and addrefs were
univerfally applauded, was confirmed in his
government of Bagdad.

NADER RULI was rejoicing at the total re.
duction of the 4fgans, and preparing to renew
the war againft the Turks, when he received an
account of the 8has’s expedition, and, with it,
a copy of the articles which he had figned. His
indignation was exceflive : he difpatched an
officer to Conftantinople, with this thort meflage
to Mebmud, Either reflore the whole province
¢of Azarbigian, or expelt nothing but a defperate
war : another was fent to Ahmed Patha, bidding
bim prepare for a_fudden vifit from the Deliverer of
Perfia : and a third fet out for [fpaban with an

sexpoftulatory letter to the Emperor, reguefimyg
bim 1o difmifs bis pernicious counfellors, to cancel
therr difbononrable treaty, and to meet bim at Kom
soith all bis forces, that they might march together
info Armenia and Parthia. At the fame time
he publifhed a fpirited manifefto, in every pro-
vince and city of Perfia, protefling againft the
peace, and threatening with his dilpleafure all
thofe, who fhould refufe to concur with him s
recovering Media from the Turks: he declared,
“ that, after the feftival of the new year, he
« would leave Mefbed, and march againft the
< Turkifb hereticks ; that the fame providence,
 which had emabled him to expel the Barba-
* rians from his country, would now proted
* him againft the oppofers of the true feét;
% thas the very angels, who encircled the tomp
% of 4%, called aloud for the clt‘.li'hreﬂl.‘w‘;1 o?'cf
%
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A.Da73.% thofe brave Perfians, who had loft their li-
Jad-45- ¢ berty in defending the rights of their prophet,
“ and who were not fo much as named in the
« Emperor’s treaty ; that it was an ignoble bar-
< gain, to accept only the territories on the ont
¢ tide of the 4 as, when thofe on the other fide
“ of it alfo might have been wiefted from the
<« enemy by force; that it was the highelt dif-
Iionour to concludc a peace after a defeat,
¢ which the haughty foas of Othman would af-
« fect to confider as an at of lenity on their
¢ fide, and of fubjection on the fide of the
< Perfians * ke concluded by denouncing perpe-
tual infamy on all thofe, scho fbonld be remifs in
purfuing the Turkifh swar, and declaring, thuf fe
would punifp as rebels, thofe, who in any fenfe
Jrould oppefe bis defigns.

He fpent the next three months in recruitin
his army, and encouraging his officers and qu'
diers, by the moft firiking afls of liberality *.
In this interval alfo hc vifited Kelat and Abiurd,
the fcenes of his youthful exploits, for which Je
retained to bis Iaff bour a peculiar fondnefs ; and,
obferving the ruins of fome old ciftlgsin a phin
‘about thirty-fix miles from Mzfbed, which was

_* Among the many prefents, which Nader gave at this
time to his officers, were feveral of the fineft horfes of 4fa,
in the breeds of which he was particularly carious: the

Perfian hiflorian fays, in his figurative fiyle, thatebefe boryes wuere
f the race of Gulgin and fpaped Jike Rakhh. Gulgioe W
of, Refe-colowred, aod Rakbfh Uu& w3y Of Lightning, arc the

names of twohorfes h}hlycelebnted by the Eaftern poets : the
former belonged to Perwir, king of Perfia, and the frcond
tc Rofam, the Hero of Ferduf’s Epick poem.

¢ watered
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watered with beantiful rivulets, and had like- £.D.573s.
wife the advantage of an excellent air, be or- Ned: 45-
rdered thofe edifices to be rebuilt, and the whole
country around them to be cultivated, with a

defign, no doubt, of paffing the decline of his life

in thgt part of bis domintons.

On his_return to his Mecthed the twenty-
fixth of May, an Ambaflador arrived from the
Ruffian court, who declared that, in com-
phance with his requeft, the Emprels was
w:llm%l to refign the province of Glilan, and
the other conquefts of Peter I on the coafts of
‘the Cafpian fea. He difmiffed the Ambaflador;
and fent with him two approved officers, to fee
his orders punétually executed. At the begin-
ning of July, intelligence was brought, #hat tbe

ns had departed cﬁmcmb{y from the fromtiers
of Perfa; upon which Nader appointed 2 go-
vernor of Ghilan, who fet out immediately for
the place of his refidence.

While Naderkuli was thus employed in pre-

- paring a powerful army againft the Turks, the

Shah, direted by his minifters, was concerting

pacifick meafirres in Ifpaban, and confirming his
treaty with Abmed. .

On hearing this, the General left Kborafan,
and bent his courfe towards Ifpahar, marching”
all night with great expedition, and halting each
day at noon by reafon of the intenfe heat. On
the fixteenth of Augu# he encamped in a plais,
called The gardes of Hezargerib, clofe to the
walls of Ifpahan + his arrivafwas equally unex-

to the court, and to the populace, but it
a very different <ffe on them;ﬁnccﬁt}lﬁ
“ L]
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4.D.1731. firft confidered him as 2 powerful and incenfed
Nad. 45 enemy, the fecond, as the guardian of their

| WY

Iiberties : the conrtiers fhowed him thofe marks
of refped, which they could not fafely rcfufe,
but the inhabitants i general cclebrated i
prefence with the moft grateful and undiffcpbled

Joy.

After 1 day fpent in mirth and feftivity, the
emperor fupped with Nader in his tent, together
with the principal oflicers of his army. ff was
¢be defign of bis Highnefs, fays the Perfian author,
to drown all caufes of anrimofity between the Shab
and bimfelf, in the flowing cups of the banqust,
and to procure his approbation of the Turkifh war ;
at the conclufion of which, be meaned to leave the
reins of empire with Tahmalp, and to retire into
bis own territories : but, whether this were his
rcal intention or not, it is certain, that he could
not prevail with the Emperor to break tht peace,
which his minifters had concluded, b« was mor-
tified te fee bim fit wwith a fullen referve, during the
whole entertatnment.

The next day he called a Council of all
his officers, and, having related to them what
had pafled in the preceding night, infinuated,
that be could not be anfwerable for the dangers,
which might enfue, if the Sultan fbonld pe:jff} in
bis diflike to the wwar ; and that be feemed rather
an affociate of their enemies, than a father of his
people : upon which the whole affembly ex-
claimed with one voice, that the Sultan was
unworthy of a threne, which be could neither de-

Jend by bis walour, nor dignify by bis wifdom ; and

that the diadem juptly belmged to Him, whofe
courage
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courage and candui? bad reflored it ta its original 4.D.173s.
j}:fmfaur. . Nad. 45-

hIt 13 ot ealy to fay, whether Nader had
thoughts of affuming the regal dignity at this
time ;Phut,, whetherghc wait%:ll forgn:tlynore fa-
vourableYunéture, or was not fufficiently fecure
of his ftrength, he declined the flattering offer
of the Council, yet confented, that Tabma/p
thould be dethroned, and his place fapplied by
his fon Abbas, an infant only eight months old.
Upon this, 4bbas, the third of that name, was
crowned king of Perfia with great folemnity
and Nader was proclaimed Regent during bis tn=
Jancy : his unfortunate father was fent in a litter
to ébmgﬁm, where a magnificent prifon was
prepared for him and his leraglio, in which he
pafled the remainder of his life, and, no doubt,
found his retirement, however difgraceful, more
fuitible to the indolence of his temper, and the
weaknefs of his underflanding, than the per-
petual anxieties of a throne.

The firft a& of the Regent was, to fend Am-
baffudors to the Empreis of Ruffis, and the
Great Mogul, informing them of the acceffion
of Siab Abbas, and requelling the Indian mo-
narch, in the moft prefling terms, fo prevent the
Afgan fugitives from taking fhelter in bis territories.

He then prepared for his d proje&t of
drim:z{fl the Turks from the Pcrﬁmmien; and
accerdingly, having marched by Carmanfbab,
he encamped in 2 plain, called Mabide/lt, in-
tending to advance the next day againft the
firong "hold of Zoksb, where the enemy had

repolited 2 confiderable flore of ammunition&
an
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and the takmg of which would contribute
greatly to his fuccefs in the fiege of B;gdaa' :
but, ing that 2 large body of. Turks had
left the caftle, and were advancing to oppofe
him, Nader, whofe prudence was equal to 'his
valour, chofe to decline a battle, at a tinw, when
the lofs of his men would have a great
obftacle to his defigns, and determined to reach
Zobéb by another route, which lay over a vaft
mountain, called Carvar : he therefore fet out
at break of day, in oppofition to the remon-
ftrances of his Generals, who reprefented the
defiles as impaffable. He convinced them, hows
ever, that faw things were impoffible to perfeverance
and alflivty; and leading his army, fometimes
on foot, fometimes on horfeback, throngh narrow
paffes covered with fnow, and on the borders of
precipices, he brought them by funfet to a valley
on the other fide, where, after a fhort interval
of reft, he left his main body, and advanced in
perfon at the head of only fix hundred men:
he rode all night without intermiilion, and, in
the morning, gound himfelf clofe to the fortrcis,
which, although his army had not yet joined
him, he prepared to attack, as he knew it to be
almoft defencelefs. The Turks, awakened by
the trampling of the Perfian horfe, appeared on
the battlements, and, alarmed at their fudden

- Approach, dropped their, erms on the firft

fummons, and furrendered. Nader fonnd
a rich booty in the cafile, and treated the

- Turkith garrifon with great lenity : he had

ridden an hundred and three milcs without
fiopping, and, by this vigorous ftep, ftruck his
enemies with terrour whilft he fecured to him-
felf 2 moft advantageous fitvation. Some days
after this, the army arrived, aftonifhed at their

leader's
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leader’s intrepidity, and encouraged bi his ex- £.D.173a,
ample: he built feveral forts near Zobab, and Nod 45-
was Tbon joined by the forces of Azarbigian,
-commanded by the governor of Tauris.

The city of Bagdad had every poflible ad- 4.D.1131.
vantagh. It was fituated in a large plain on the Nad-4-
banks of the Tigris: its circuit was perfectly
round, and it was enclofed by a double wall,
flanked with firong baftions : its fuburbs, built
on the weftern fide of the river, refembled a
fnaller city, and were joined to the greater by
an clegant bridge ; but its fureft defence was in
the prudence and refolution of its governor,
Abmed, who determined to maintaim it to the
Iaft extremity.

The Regent withed to put the whole cam-
paign to the hazard of a decifive battle, and
shade a fhow of marching towards the city of
Kercitk, in hopes of drawing dbmed into the.
field, but, finding that he remained within the
walls, he returned by another route towards
Bugdad., Hc was met in his retorn by twelve
thoufand Turks, commanded by Fateh, governor
of Diurbecr, who was taken prifoner at the vt
onfet, and his misfortune was foon followed by
a total rout of his'army.

Nader was equally fuccefsful on the next
morning ; and defeated a Batha, named Mobam-
med, whom Abmed had fent to reconnoitre the
Perfians. In this laft ation, a Perfian foldier
purfued a Turk fo far, that, before he could kill
him, he was ovcrtaken by the night, and forced
to wander about the plains till break of day,
when he was greatly {urprifed to find hl;;nt:f}mf

. L] er



48 Trx HISTORY .or 7Taz

#.D.1733. under the walls of Bagdad : he no fooner pers
Mud.46. ceived his danger, than, by a fingular prefence
= of mind, he advanced boldly to the Turkifh
fentinels, and demanded an audience of the
VErnor, af & mejlenger from the Regent of Peyfia;
'Iglopon' which he {v'asg tr{ated withg ref] 4 ?fn:d
introduced to dbmed, to whom he faid, 45 from
Nader, « The Perfians have long defired to give
 you battle : if you have any fpirit, meet them
“ in the field; if not, open the gates of the
% city.”* Abmed replied, that if was not in bis
power to acl in oppofitton to the pofitive orders of bis
court, and fent back with an elcort of Ja-
niffaries. When the regent heard this adven-
tore, he fmiled at the addrefs of the man, but
ordered his prifoner Fateh, whom he generoufly
fet at liberty, to affure the governor, that ne fuch

meffage came from Him.

On the eighth %’ February, the Perfians pre-
pared to pafs the Tsgris on a raft or float, con-
trived by an Buropean engineer : it was foumed
of large beams of palm-tree wood, faftened to-
er with cables, and made lefs liable to fink.
having a nomber of camel’s fkins tied to if,
which were fewed up, and filled with air. Nader
firlt went over with two thoufand five hundred
men, and, having left orders for the reft of his
troops to follow him, marched on with great
rapidity. On the next morning fiftecn thoufand
men pafled on the float; after which it fell to
¢s, and much time was loft in repairing it.
n the mean while, the Regent was in 4 country
bistle known to bim, furrounded <with a multitude of
enemies, ab the bead of a fmall part only of bis
army, and feparated from bis comp by a broad
Fiven
L
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It was his intention, to fall fuddenly upon 4p.1y1s.
the Turks, who were ftationed op ﬁteytu pt‘l); Nd. 43.
Perfian camp ; but, a body of Ja.n.iﬂ'aari having'

covered him, they fled with precipitation, and
earried the alarm 1nto the city. Abmed, who
had diligently obferved his motions, and was
now apprifed of his fituation, fent againft him
thirty thoufand men, commanded by Mufafa
Pafbe, with a formidable train of artillery ;
upon wkich the Regent, perceiving an engage-
ment to be inevitable, detached a body of Curds
and dfpans againft the enemy ; the former of
whem retreated after a fhort fhirmifh, but the latter,
with a fiercenefs, that ever charafterized their
nation, fupported the fight vigoroully againft
a very {uperiour force. The Regent ftrove, as
far as he was able, to raife the fpirits of his
troops ; but, knowing the danger of engaging,
and fearing the infamy of appearing to retreat,
she was penétrated with the deepelt affliction :
all his glory, acquired by fo many defperate
enterprifes, was likely to be obfcured, and his
magnificent projects were on the point of bein
reduced to nothing, by his own impatience ang
rafhnefs. Whilit he was fighting more through
defpair, than with any well-grounded hope of
victory, he difcovered a cloud of duft, which
he. foon found to be raifed by the fifteen thou-
fand Perfians, who had pafled the river on the
float: as foon as they reached the plain, Nader
led them to the attack with a furious joy, and
foftained the battle with fuch advantage, that
the Turkis army was thrown into diforder
and each fguadron, confulting their gwn fafety,
fled at random' towards the city whence they
had fallied. In this adion five thoufand Furks
were flain ; afl their field-picces were feized,

& and
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4.D.1733- and the Perfians took pofleflion of a town, called
Nad.48. Ol4 Bagdad, with a ftrong bridge over the
Tigris : the night was fpent by the conquerors in
mirth and exultation, and on the next morning,
the Regent amI::Ig rewarded the 4fgans, to whoie
valour the fuccefs was chiefly owing, but fternly
reprimanded the Cardifb ofticers, whofe detach-
ment had fo thamefully left the field. This de-
feat of Muftafa Pafha was a {evere blow to the
Turks : in a fhort time after it they loft five ad-
%cent cities, Whli:clil were {;11 ﬁletﬁnded,f a}l;d th;
t swas enabled to puih the fiege of Bagda
m%mevery advantage imaginable. geHc inv‘gﬁ‘ed
the city on all fides, and enclofed it with round
towers, built at equal diftances from each other,
in which he flationed a company of men, who
prevented thmnifon from making a fally; he
repaired the raft, and ordered others to be
made, which were continually pafling and re-
pafling the river with ammunition and flores;
befides which, a number of barges were, by his
orders, launched in the Tigris, for the conve-
nience of tranfporting his men and artillery.
His want of Jarge cannon put it out of his
power to batter i breach; nor had he a fuf-
ficient ftore of fhells to fupport a regular bom-
bardment ; fo that he dropped all thoughts of
ftorming the city, and determined to reduce it
by a blockade. In abont two months the gar-
rifon began to be difivefled for want of provi-
fions ; and foon after, a famine enfued, which
drove the inhabitants to fuch an excefs of de-
{pair, that many of them threw themfelves over
the ramparts ; and they, who outlived the fall,
came in a fuppliant manner to the Perfian camp,
where _t.hey were received with great hiberlity.

From



Lire oFr NADER SHAH. 5t

From this time to the beginning of Fuly, the 4.D.171s.
governor of Bagdad amufed the Regent with Nad 45
pretended negotiations, fometires expreffing a
defire to furrender the city, and fometimes requefing
a mont!’s delay to confider of it ; till a {py, who,
under the difguife of a Pe, fran, had approached
near cnoug's to the walls to throw 2 letter over
them, gave notice, that Ofman Patha was making
Jorced marches to bis relief at the head of a nu-
merous areiy; on which Abpud broke all lis
engagements, and doclaied, that he would de-
fend the city to extiemity. Nader, having alfo
reccived intormation of Ofmen’s appioach, re-
fotied to give him Lattle, and maiched againft
hir o Jie feventeenth ot July, leaving twelve
thos. 7 inen av Bagdad to continue the block-
ag.. ' met the Turkith army in a plain, di-
vic. 1 the Tigris, and immediately attacked
th 1 van with undaunted covrage : in a fhort
tithe the action became general, and both fides
fought with intrepidity ; till the intenfe hem of
the {un took away their ftrength and fpitits.

In the midit of the combat, Nader, who fhared

the toil and danger of it with the meaneft of

his foldiers, had mortally wounded two T s,

who were fallen under him ; bat one of them,

in the agony of Jeuth, ftruck his hoife in the

belly, who fell down with gieat force, and ex-

pofed the Regent to extreme peiil: he foon

recovered the thock, and mounted another horfe,

wha was prefently fhot under him, as he was

galloping between the lines. He vaulted with

agility on a third horfe ; but the intolerable heat,

the vaft number of the enemies, who were faid

to fill little thort of an hundred thoufind men,

and the imminent danger to which the Regent

bad becn twice expofed, entircly diihcartenc.d
1 E 2» s
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4.D.1713. his troops ; and he, perceiving them inclined to

Nad.48. oive way, cominanded a retreat to be founded,
and fent orders for the twelve thoufand men,
whom he had left before Bagdad, fs raife the
Siege, and to follow him with all poffible expedition.
The Perfians, who were ftationed on the caftern
fide of the Tigris, joined the main body without
much difficulty ; but thofe on the oppofite fide,
feeing that Ahmed Jiad demolifbed the bridge, and
Jet fire to the boats, were obliged to take another
route, conducted throngh forefts and ~ver moun-
tains by fome wanderinidmb.r, who are always
glad to teftify their abhorrence of the Turkifb
nation. On this day two thoufand Pe/fians were
flain, and more than twice that number of
Turks : Ofman entered Bagdad in triumph, and
was confidered by the inhabitants as a guardiap
angel, .

The Regent, only more animated by this dif-
grace, was turning all his thoughts upon the
means of retrieving his honour ; with which
siew he fummoned the governors of all his
provinces, to meet him, at thc head of their
belt troops, in a plain near Hemadan, whither
be arrived on the fecond of Auguft : here he
reviewed his army, and, as if his late defeat had
been a fignal viftory, difiributed a large fum
among his foldiers, to each of whom he gave
double the value of the arms or horfes, which
they had Joft in the battle of Bagdad.

On the thirtieth of September he led his troops
into the field, which were now confiderably
reinforced by the arrival of the Perfian goves-
pours ; he took the road of Carmanfbah, wheic
hearing, that Mehgrmed Pajka and, other Turkifh

’ com-
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commanders were waiting to oppofe his paffage, 4.D.1713.
be advanced with incredible celerity, in hopes .N"d"'a',
of furprifing them by night ; but, having met
with unexpeted delays, he could not reach their
camp till daybreak. His f{udden appedrance,
at the head of a large army, fo confounded the
Turks, that they fled in diforder without fiviking
2 blow, and left their ammuniion to the Per<
Jeans, who, being wearied with their long march,
repofed for feveral days in the plain. On the
twenty-fecond of Oftober, the Regent advanced
towards Kerciik, and halted in a place, called
Elmidaran : here hc reviewed his army, and
exhibited 2 feigned battle with all the evolutions
and operations of a real engagement. '

Ofman, in the mean time, having left Bagdad,
was encamped near Kerefik - his tents werc en-
clofed with firong intrenchments; and he was
{o elevated with his late fuccefs, that, on hearing
of Nader’s approach, he difdained to meet him
in perfon, and fent a {mall detachment againit
him, commanded by one of his oflicers, Thele
were f{oou defeated, and fled promifenoutly to-
wards Erzerfim ; which difafter, joined to the
intelligence, continually brought, of Nader's
firength, alarmed the Turkifb general, and de-
termined him to a® with greater caution; fo
that the Regent, having in vain attempted to
draw him into the field, and having fent him
a moft reproachful challenge without receiving
an anfwer, returned to Bagdad; where having
eafily recovered his former ftations on the Tigris,
he renewed the fiege with nﬁeatcr vigour than

" before : his troops were confiderably reinforced,
and his camp abounded with proviifions ; Wlﬂﬁ
Abmed, who, relying upon O/man’s fupport, .

» who, relying %03,/’ PR fed
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4.0 negleded to prepare for a fecond fiege, was
Nad:46. again reduced to a diftrefsful fituation.

The Turkifh commander in chief, hearing of
Nader’s return to Bagdad, detached againft him
a body of twelve thoufand men, under a
Batha named Memefb ; who, after 2 rapid march,
pitched his tents i a valley, at 2 fmall diftance
from a very cxtenfive plain, Nader was ex-
tremely rejoiced at a profpet of regainin% his
honour, and, having feleted the flower of his
troops, advanced at their head by a road little
frequented, and was clofe to the Turkifh camp
carly, in the morning ; when, obferving the
enemy to be in great diforder, he attacked them
with uncommon violence, and drove them from
their flation. Mean while Ofinan, fearing left
Memefb thontd gain the credit of the fecond vic-
tory, led his whole army into the plain, juR as
the detachment of the Batha had broken their
ranks, and were flying with precipitate fpeed.
The Perfians purfued them with eagernefs, and
penetrated inte the heart of the Turkifh army,
who were thunderftruck with a blow fo little ex-
Ec&cd. Ofman was feated in z fplendid litter,

Is age and infirmities rendering him incapable
of much fatigue, and his principal officers were
receiving his orders, when the Hight of Meme/b
firuck terrour into his men: in a thort time
their confternation was fo t, that he was
perfuaded to mount his horfe, and fave himfelf
by a fwift retreat ; but, the Regent having fent
two bodies of Perfians round ti? mountains to
intercept him, he found himfelf fuddenly at-
tacked in front, while the impetuous Nader har-
rafled him in the rear. His anxiety was foon at
an end: a3 Perfim foldicr, whor diftinguithed

him
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him 11;5 the richnefs of his drefs, throft him 4.8.1733.
furioully from his horfe, and, having firft N 45
ftabbed him to the heart, carried his head to the
Regent on the point of a fpear. Ten thoufand

Turks were flain, before the Perfians were clearly
mafters of the field : the camp and military

ftores of the cnemy were feized, and a number

of Turkifb officers were made prifoners, moft of
whom-the Regent fet at liberty, and difmiffed

them with the head and corfe of Qfinan, that -
they might be honourably interred by his rela-

tions. After this victory, the Perfians returned

to Bagdad, with a full affurance of a fuccefsful

fiege,

On the fecond of December, Abmed fent 3 mef=
fenger to the Regent, with propofals of accom-
modation, for wﬁich his court had given him
full powers : the chief articles of the propofed
convention were, that a// the éﬂmfnrﬁ, which
bad been wrefled from the Perfians, during the
troubles in 1723, fhould be reflored to them; that
the limits of the two Empires fbould be fixed at the
ancient boundaries 5 and that all the Perfian pri-
foners fhould be releafed ; on condition that the Re-
gent would raife the fiege of Bagdad, and with-
draw bis army from the Turkith frontiers. Nader
accepted this offer ; the articles were figned;
and fent to Conflantinople to be ratified rlg the
"Sultan and his Vizir : Abmed, having reieafed
all the Perfians, who had been taken in the lafe
war, and having difiributed fome rich prefents
"ameng the Regent’s officers, difpatched 2 pe-
remptory order to the Baihas of Georgia, Ar-
menia, Shirvan, Azarbigi{qa, and I{Eﬁf}; to Aega—
cuate their provinces as foon as pofiibie. er
this importaat vi&ory, Nader fpent feveral weeks

¥ E ¢

in
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#.D.1733 in vifiting the tomb of A%, and other Mabomedan
Nad.4S. fyints, who were buried in the neighbourhood
of Bagdid.

407, At the beginning of the year the Regent

Mad.47. marched to Shiraz, where he paffed three months,
and in April advancéd to eg[paban; where he was
informed that the Princefs, martied to Rizakult
Mirza, had been delivered of a fon juft before
his arrival, whom they had named Shabrokh : on
this occafion, as well as on account of his late
victories, the inhabitants of Jfpahan were enter-
tained with a fumptuous jubilee, and many weeks
were fpent in pageants and rejoicings.

In the month of May, a Turkith meflenger ar-
rived with a letter from the Grand Vizir, inform-
ing the Regent, that Subtan Mabmud could not
cenfider bis convention with the governour of Bagdad
as definitive 5 but that bis Highnefs bad appeinied
Abdalla, the fon of Kiupruli, lss plenipotentiary
and commander in chigf 3 that Abdalla was in
Diarbecr with bis army, where be waited for a
Perfian minifier, that the articles of peace might be
ratificd in form. This proceeding of the Vizir
way in compliance with the ancient maxim of
the Turks, which enjoins them fo make peace at
the bead of an army on the frontiers, that a cef-
Jotion of boftilities may feem an all of condefienfion
enly on ¢heir fide; for that high-minded nation
cannot fupport the idea of leaving the feld
through neceflity. As the Othman court are
firangers to that delicacy of fentiment, which
Furcpeans call the point of bemsur, it is probable
that Ahmed’s treaty, how folemnly foever it
wak figned, was no more than a pretext to in-
duce the Regent to decamp; and that he had

‘ privately
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~ provately advifed the vizir to fend an army into 4.D.175¢
Mefepotomia : it is alfo very reafonable to con- Nl ad. A

jetture, that he had fecretly infiructed the gover-

nours of Shirvan, and other difmem pro-

vinces of Perfia, to delay the reflitution of their

povernments by all the arts they could devife.

We muft confefs, that Nader was highly blame-

able in raifing the fiege of Bagdad, and that,

in the whole negotiation he was fakly over-

reached by the abilities of Abmed : it is reported,

that he f{ﬁ;ucntly vfed to acknowledge his er-

rour, and always exprefled an high veneration for

the talents of that able governour, who, bafling

the intrigues of his own court, and refifting the

attacks of the Perfian, had kept himfelf in great

meafure independent of both.

Thou§h the Regent began to fufpelt the fin-

, cerity of the Porte, yet he was unwilling to drop
the negotiation; and fent a plenipotentiary to
Abdalla, giving him this alternative: eirder fo
ratify the comvention, made at Bagdad, or to meet
bim in the feld, and decide their difference by tie
lingeft fword. In the mean time he left Jjpaban,
and marched towards Hamadarn, which he
reached on the fourteenth of Yune; and, learn-
ing that the Bathas of Shirvan and Dagheflan
were greatly averfe to the convention, and had
refufed to evacuate their cities, he advanced by
forced marches to their provinces, and {pent the
four next months in reducing them to obedience,
which he effeted with no great lofs, and with
no variety of incidents: perceiving at length
that #bdslle detained his ambaflador, and meaned
to amufc him with fpecious offers, he deter-
mined to renew the war with greater {pirit than
CVeEr,

.dmgnfa
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4D 1734 Armenia was chofen to be t}l;fcene of his #x.
‘ 47+ ploits ; and, having caufed a bridge to be
Vv fq.ifod over the Arai a river, wh%gh has been re-
prefented by fomerwriters as too impetuous to
fupport fuch a work ®, he paffed it at the head
of his army, and encamped on the third of
November before the city of Gaunfs. A Batha,
named A7, who then erped this city, an-
fwered his fummons wi?h.o‘],laughtinds, and pre-
pared to make a refolute defence: he therefore
deferted the fuburbs, and retired to the Citadel,
which was very firongly fortified, and contained
a numerous garrifon. Nader on the other fide
refolved to make a regular fiege; and, having rid-
denaround the walls, and examined their firength,
gave orders for the works to be begun, which

were carried on with uncommon expedition.

Vhen the trenches were opened, the Perfans
battered the walls ; and the Regent, obfervinga*
very high mofque in the fuburbs, which com-
manded great part of the city, and which £
had negledted or forgotten to defiroy, placed
fome large cannon in it, which played for feveral
days with no fmall fuccefs, but it was at laft de-
molifhed by the fire from the ramparts. The
befiegers bombarded the city day and night, and
brought to the ground moft of its mofques and
other confpicuous buildinEs; but, not fatisfied
with this vehement attack, they had recourfe
alfo to the more fecret, but not lefs formidable,
expedient of fapping, and {prung feveral mines
with great effet, in one of which 2 fin of the

Pontspe indigustus Araxes, Vire.
Gover-
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Governour loft his life togetherwith feven bundred 4.D.1734.
Turks, IN“" “'I

The Rec;;ent vifited the trenches every day to

dire® and encourage his engineers ; and one
morning, as he was looking over a breaftwork,
without a fufficient regard to his fafety, a cannon
ball pafled by his face, and ftruck off the head of
a Perfian officer, who ftood fo near kim that his
robe was fprinkled with the blood : another day
a fhell, fired frorh a mortar in the city, fell into
a pavilion, where he was fitting, and burft clofe
by his fide, but killed only one of his attend-
ants,

During the fiege, Abdalla was advancing to- 4.D.ey1s.
wards Ganja ; and A/, having notjce of his ap- M-
Rrroach, reiplved to perfift to extremity ; which

ader alfo difcovering, fent a ftrong detach-
ment, under an able commander, with fome
battering cannon, and mortars, to inveft Tefis,
the Capital of Georgia, hoping to diftraét the mind
of the Turkifb General between the defence of fuo
important cities : in the mean while he confinued
the fiege of Ganja, but was greatly impeded by
the very heavy falls of fhow, which obitrufed
his engineers, and hindered the effet of his
bombardment by flifling the explofions of the
thells; the walls alfo were fo thick and ftrong,
that no pradticable breach had yet beea made 1n
them.

At this time intelligence was received, that
Iibars, prince of Kbarexm, having had the affu-
rance to make an incurfion mto Khorgfan,
had met with a very rough reception from the

Perfuan
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4.D.1735. Perfian governour, and been forced to repafs the
Nad.od- Quus with great lofs. :

Juft after the feftival of Nurfiz, the Regent be-
gan to be impatient at the dilatory motions of
Abdalla ; and, having left one of his Generals to
continue the fiege, he departed from Ganfa about
the middle of April. As he drew near 7efis, he
heard that Timur, the Governour of Van, was ho-
vering about the city with 2 numerons army :
he therefore marched with great fpeed in holln.‘cs
of intercepting him ; but could not prevent his
reinforcing the garrifon, and fupplying them with
plentiful flores. Upon this difappointment he
advanced towards the city of Cirs, where 4b-
dallz was encamped, and furrounded with firong
intrenchments : here he waited for fome time
in hopes of enticing the Turkifp general into
the field; but, finding him determined to avoid
a battle, and not thinking it prudent to attack '
his camp, he led his troops to Erivan, and pre-
pared to befiege it, not doubting but that the
danger of three principal cities would roufe Abdalla
Jrom his inaltivity. .

Abdalla, miftaking this motion for a retreat,
and imputing it to fear, led forth his army, which
confifted of feventy tholfand horfe, and fi
thoufand foot, including a large body of janil-~
faries : on the eighth of Fune he reached a fpacious
plain near Erivan, called Baghavend, where he
encamped. In the evening, Nader appeared on
the oppofite fide of the plain with no more than
fiftcen thoufand men : he was employed till mid-
aight in difpofing his forces to the beﬂ advantage,
and in procuring information of his ecnemies’®
firength, He fiationed his troops on a n;lﬁx?f

>

< Gro
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ground, and bade them prepare for an aftion 4.3.:73¢
at day break ; after which he retired to his tent, N4+
and {lept for a few hours. Early in the morning
he harangued the officers, reprefenting to them
the danger to which they would be expofed, if
they failed to exert their utmoft valour and faga-
city on this occafion; he told them, that the
Turks outnumbered them eight to one, and that no-
thing but the moft undaunted courage on their fide
could preferve themfelves from defiruétion, and their
country from ruin : yet he bade them be affured of
vitlory, if they would obey bis orders and follow ks
example ; for that be dreamed in the night, that a
Jurious beaft had rufbed into bis tent, where, after
a long firuggle, be brought it to the ground and flew
it. % With thefe omens, therefore, faid he, of
¢ fuccefs to your arms, and confufion to your
¢ enemies, advance intrepidly to the field; where
¢ you will fight under the proteftion of that
« Power, who raifes his weakeft {ervants to
¢ plory, and covers his proudeft oppofers with
¢« dithonour.” He had fcarce ended, when A8-
dalla marched againft him in foll array, witha
vaft train of artilery, and with a fhow of the
moft determined {pirit ; upon which he gave the
word, and, defeending from the eminence, poured
into the plain with great impetuofity : he at-
tacked in perfon the right wing of the Turks,
whilft one of his Generals firove to break their
centre, and another made a defperate attempt
againit their artillery-men, who foon abandoned
their charge, and lcft their field-pieces, which
were converted to their own deftrudton. The
aftion was general; the Perfians did inéredible
execution with their mufketry, whilft the Ture
kifh cavalry, galled with the fmartnefs of their
fire, bfgan to be thrgwn into diforder : the
e Regent
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. Repent fought in the thickelt ranks, animatn
27 egen omp :

| S,

y his example, and watching every
advantage that was offered : at laft a Perfian
foldier, named 'Reflam, having met Abdalla,
whom he knew by ﬁght, feized the reins of* his
horfe, and dragged him forcibly to the ground ;
where, having fevercd his head from his body,
he brought it to Nader, who ordered it to be
raifed on a fpear, and thown to the enemy. The
Turks, deftitute of a leader, and unable to re-
cover their ranks, fled confufedly to different
parts, leaving, fays the Perfan author, near
balf their army dead or wounded : the Governour
of Van, who gad retreated with his troops, was
intercepted by a body: of drmenians, who fkir-
mifhed with him, till 2 detachment of the Per-
fian army came to their affiftance, and attacked
him fo furioully, that near three thoufand of his
men were killed, and the Batha himfelf efcaped
with great difficulty. Among the Turki/? officers,’
who were flain in this engagement, was Mu/fafa,
Governour of Diarbecr, a relation b mam’aﬁe to
the Sultan Mahmud ; the Regent fent his head
together with that of Abdalla, to the cities of
Ertvan and Cars, with a view of intimidating
the garrifons with thofe bloody trophies of his
victory : he difpatched alfo a number of Turkifh
prifoners to Gunja and Teffis, in order to inform
the inhabitants of this event. Nader in the mean
time encamped in the plain of Baghavend, where
he diftributed the treafures of the enemy among
his foldiers, and fignally rewarded thofe, who
had diftingnithel themielves in the battle by
their valour or addrefs.

The Governours of Ganfa and Teflis, alarmed
at the death of #bdalla, and the dcfeat of his
] £ aj‘my’

&
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army, opened their gates to the Perfians at the 4.D.a73s
beginning of Fuly 3 but Hufein, the Bafha of Ned- ¢&
Erivan, defired a refpite-of forty days to confider
of the fubjet, and Timur, who had retrzated
to Cars, exhorted the commander of that city
to make an obftinate defence. The Turki/b court,
however, now thought feriouily of a peace, and
ve Abmed full powers to rencw the negotiations
with the Regent: his overtures were accepted ;
the citics of Cars and Erivan were furrendcred
on the twenty-fecond of September, and all for-
ther hoflilities ceafed on both fides 3 but, as Nader
had increafed his demands, a number,of delays
intervened, and gave him leifure to regulat= the
affairs of the province, which he had 1cconered
he fpent the three next months in reducing the
favage nation, called Lerxi’s, who infefted the
mountains of Caucafus : his fuccefs againft thefe
banditti was v rapid ; but, as his battles
with the mountaineers have nothing in them
either inftrutive or entertaining, it will be more
agreeable to the reader to omit them, and to
prepare him for other events of 2 more extraor-

dipary nature.
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SECTION 1V,

The fege of Candahar.

FRATIN HE following year prefents us with the
Nad. 49._ T moft remarkable fcenc in the life of Nader-
buis ; which was fucceeded by a feries of noble
aftions, that might have added lufire te the moft
thining chara&ters of antiquity. He had now
reftored the kingdom of Perfia to its former
iplendour, he had extended its limits, and ex-
pelled its invaders ; and was forming a defign of
retiring to his caftle of Kelat, and of pafling the
remainder of his days in a fplendid retreat, when
the death of the young king Abbas gave a new
turn to his thoughts, and awakened his natw.al
paflions, the love of dominion, and the defire of
conqueft. He fent immediate orders to the
governours and principal men of every province,
to attend a general diet, and to repair with
all poffible haite to the plains of Mogan, which
kic near the confluence of the rivers Cyrus and
Araxes, and which are equally famous for their
vaft extent, and their agreeable fituation. At
the fame time, he fent a great number of inge-
nious artifts and builders to the plains juft men-
tioned, in orderto raife feveral temporary palaces, '
for the reception of the noblemen and com-
manders, whom he had fummoned. Thefe edi-
fices were very flight, bot extremely el t,
and conﬁﬁedcrgf pfvilions, baths, ten):plcsgﬁd
apartments adorned in the richeft manner. Na-
derkuli marched at the head of his troops, who
. were
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;verc 1:10\1:;1 recovered frzlr:x the fatigne of their ak&mf.
ate expedition againft the rebels of Dagheffan: 43
and on the tweif%h of January he encal‘zg]pfd in Y
Mogan, where he was joined by a confiderable
numbgr of the Perfian Nobles, and found near
a hundred thoufand men affembled on the plains.
‘When the council was formed, he opened to
them the affair for which they were fummoned,
and bade them proceed to the election of 2 King,
advifing them at the fame time, fo chufe one
awhom they knew to be endowed with great and
noble qualities. Mohammed Maffdm, 2 man of
an illuftrious rank in Shiraz, replied, that tbe
Perfians would be ruled by no other fovereign
than their deliverer and proteitor, which afler-
tion was immediately confirmed by the concur-
rence of every voice in the aflembly. Nader-
kuli refufed the offer of the kingly name and
‘authority, protefting that ke bad never enter-
tdined the leaft bopes of the regal diadem, and
that he was amply r:cmpegef by the fatisfac-
tion he received from the bappy deliverance of
his country, and the redullion of its enemies.
Thefe affemblies continned a whole month, but
were always broken off, with the fame offer of
the crown on the one fide, and the fame refufal
of it on the other ; till, npon the prefling entrea-
ties of the noblcs and the populace, Naderkuli
confented to accept it, on condition that they
swould forfake the fel of AL, and embrace that
¢f Omar, which he affured them would be the
only method to reftore the Perfian empire to its
ancient tranqui]]ig. They agreed to this pro-
pofal, and an edict was immediately proclaimed
for a general conformity of religion. Upon
Nader’s acceptance of the diadgm,_the whole
‘moltitude fcemed to teflify their joy by the
‘ F loudeft
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Ara-36 londeft acclamations. The twenty-fisth of

&)1 Pebruary was fixed for the day of the corona-
tion, which was celebrated with all the mag-
nifcence, that the riches of the Eaft could fupply,
and that the fertile inventions of the belt ar-
tists could devife. That day, the prayers'in the
mofyuces were made in the name 0¥ the new
monaich; and coins of various forts were ftruck
with ull his titles on the onc fide, and, on the re-
\uite, with an Arabick infeription, implying that
oo had bappened, war the beft *. The letters
ot this fentence are numeral, and, when added
wether, make eleven bundred and forty-nine, the
vear of the Mahometan epoch in which Nader
was vaifed to the throne ot Perfia.

Na or Shah began his rcign by allotting the
cLicf provinces of his Empire to proper go-
virnors, He affigned the government of Kho-
refan to the prince Rizakunli, and that .of
Azarbigian to his brother Zoheireddoula: Herat
was intrufted to Babakhan 3 Fars to Mohammed
Taki of Shiraz, and Shirven to Mahadibeg,
who on this occafion was honoured with the
title of K9an. Thefe governors departed for
their refpeltive provinces, and all the Nobles,
who attended the dict, were difmiffed with the
lugheil marks of diftinction, and cach of them
was prefented, after the oriental manner, with a
fiikzin robe interwoven with gold. 1he Turkifh
minifter alfo received leave to dePart; and
Abdelbali, a nolleman of diftinguithed rank
sud eninent qualities, was fent to the Porte in
wonapany with Abulcaflem, the chicf man of the

See thefe coins in the Bodleian Hbrary.
law,
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gw, in order to inform the Great Turk of Nader’s ?Dd!."ﬁ-
evation to the Perfian throne; for which pur- N3¢ 4
pole an ambaflador was at the fame time Elf{-w
patched to the court of Ruffa. Nader Shah fent
the Turk a prefent of elephants and other cu-
riofities, with a letter containing the moft amica-
ble propofuls, and exprefling a defire to eftablith
2 firm and lafting peace between the two empires.
In the {fame letter, he gave an account of the refor-
mation, which he had madein the religion of his
{ubjects, and propofed the following terms to the
Turkith conrt ; ¢ that, as there were four ortho-
¢ dox fets in the religion of Mahomed, the Per-
¢ fians thould be confidercd as the fifth fe&,
< under the protection of Jafer fon of Mslammed
% Beer, who was related to the Prophet, and dif-
¢ tinguithed for his excellent qualities ; that a
& ﬁfr.% pillar thould be eretted in the mofque of
¢ Mecca in honour of the new feft : that the
¢ Perfian pilgrims thould be conduéted to Mecca
“« through part of Syria, and chat the Porte
¢ {hould fend 2 man of rank and power to defend
« them from any infult: that the prifoners of
¢ both nations thould be fet at liberty, and that
% there fhould be a free trade between the two
¢ kingdoms : that the fovercigns of both empires
« fhould appoint able and faithful minifters, to
s refide conftantly at their refpeétive courts, in.
<« order to determine every important aflair, and
s to fix the peace betwcen them upon the fureft
« hafis.”” It feems difficult at firfl, to afligna
feafonable motive for the propofal of the three
firft articles, but, on a nearer view, we difcover
the great fagacity and forefight of this extraor-
dinary man; he certainly had no intcntions of
maintaining a perpetual peace with the Turis,
but he was not difpofod to engage 1n 4 war ;mh

F z them,



&8 Tueg HIST.-ORY oF THr

4.D.a736. them, while the Afgans were gathering firength in
Nad- 43, Capdabar, and whﬁe feveral revolts were break-
"ing out in different parts of the Empire, to the
fuppreflion of which he forefaw a Turkifh war
would be a great obftacle. Ile determined, there-
forc, to amufe them and keep them in play, by
propofing terms of religion, towhich he knew thofe
iuperftitious zealots wounld never confent ; while
their refufal would at any time fupply him with
a planfible pretence for declaring war, though
Lis abolition of the fe&t of Ali had deprived them
nf their ufual pretext for being the aggreflors.
At this time, a complaint was brou$ht againft
Alimerdun governor of Endekhod, who had re-
fufed to fubmit to the royal mandate, and was
preparing for a revolt : Nader Shah immediately
fent a detachment to reduce him to obedience,
and they marched toward the juft mentioned

diftri¢t by the way of Badghis.

On the tenth of March, the feftival of Nurfiz
was celcbrated with all the {plendour imagina-
ble ; and feveral days were fpent in fhows, ban-
quets, and feftivity. This was the time that
Nader Shah had fixed for his memorable expe-
dition againft Candabar; accordingly he made
the fhiteft enquiries concerning the ftrength of
that City, and the nature of the country through
which he mufl pafs to it ; and, on the fourth of
April, he marched towards Cazvin at the head
of a numerous army. Near Carachemen he was
joined by Zoheireddoula with the troops of
Azarbigian, whom he difpatched, in conjun&ion
with the prince Nafralla, to defiroy a tribe of
wild barbarians, that inhabited the forefis and
mountains, and werc always ripe for revolt.
The two commanders were fo (gccefsful, that

. . they
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they flew two thoufand favages, with no very 4.0.1716.
confiderable Iofs on their fide, and fo expediti- %!+
ons, that they reached Cazvin as foon as the

royal army. The Prince remained with his
father, but Zoheireddoula rerurned +with his

troops to Tauris, the Capital of his province.

‘While Nader Shah was in Cazvin, he received
the agreeable news of the conqueft of Babrein,
which had long been governed by an Arabian
prince napred Gebira, but was then attacked
and taken by Mohammed Taki, govermor of
Farfiftan. About this time a meflenger anived
from Dilaver, chicf of the tribe of Taimni, a
bold and treacherous rebel, who had often revolt-
ed, and as often been received into favour; but
at laft, having committed feveral act» of violence,
and being overpowered by the roval treops, Le
fled to the habitation of €he Afguns, by whow
b was received with open arms; hescontraciel
an’ intimacy with ITuilein, prince of Candahar,
whp foon took oficnce at his arrogant beha-
viour, and drove him {rom the mantion, which
had been allotted him. This reduced him to
the neceffity of fending a fuppliant meflnge w
Nader 8hal, entreating forgivenels for his in-
folence and ingratitude, and promifing to atone
for his rafhucls by the mofl peifed {ubmiflion.
"Ihe prince Rizakwuli had already intciceded sa
favonr of all the revolted tribes; but the Rins,
divided between his juft rcfentment, and Ius
defire to gratify his fon, give no anfiver at that
time to ﬁfe petition, but puifued his march to-
wards Candahar. In his way he refolved to
chaftife a more formidable 1¢cbel, named .Ai.-'::r?-
rad, whom the fivage nation of the Bakhtiaris.
had chofcn as thcircicndcr. Thele were 2 wild

. Iy race
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A.D.pi6.Tace of mountaineers, that inhabited the rocks
Dad.qe. and caverns in the very heart of Peifia, and
" 'always refufed to fubmit to a faperiour power.

As they were very nunierous, enurved to war

from their carliel youth, 2nd naturally forri-

fied by cragzy mcuniaws, and thick woods,

they had often gained confide.abic advantages

over the troops that were fint againft them ;
efpccially, ot the time when Mader was engaged

in Irying fiege to Erivan. The total reduction

of them was referved for Nader in his regal
character, who fent feveral troops to attack

them on all fides, and, having left the care of

the military ftores to the prince Nafralla, fet out

on the fixth of Auguft, and arrived on the fame

day at the habitation of the rebels. He imme-

ciately fent a detachment to drive them from

their retreat 3 and the Bakhtiaris after a fi.ort
fkirmith werc put to Light,  The fugitives togk
advantage of the darknois of the night, and,
having paffed the river Leirdk, demolified the
biidge, and fled precipitately to the inmoft re-

cefles of the caverns and mountains. In the
morning Nader 8hah rcached the river, and
finding the bridge deftroyed, ordered it to be
rebuilt with all poffible cxpedition.  This was

fome obftruction to his progrefs; but at length

he pafled the Lerik, and encamped on the
fummit of a mountain; whence he defpatched

his troops on all fides, to difcover the places

where the favages had concealed themfelves. A
confiderable number of them were found in

the dens and caves, and about three thoufand
families were cither taken prifoners or flain.

It ha{)pcned in the mean time, that Alimorad,
who lay with a few companions in the cavity
pf a rock, was difirefled for want of watcs,
and,
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and, going in fearch of it, pafled by the foot 4.D 1-5s.
of the mountain, on which the forces of Nader N>+
Shah were encamped. He was difcovered and
brought before the king, who condemned him
to be blinded, and to %ofe his right 2 m and
kg: in this miferable fituation he languithed
tw « lays, at the end of which he expired. Dat
Nuurz Shah fhowed more lenity to the other
captives, whom he fet at liberty, and removed
tu a ditirnt ard more acceflible habitation :
at I+t e ing [pent a whole month in reducing
Uit baoarsu, 1eee, Be marched towards the
foarce n"tl e iy rh nderond. flore Lewas joina
by trerriacz Tl Lowand wnced with Lo to-
Wb puon, whicn Le enwenod om the Bty of
OQou. o Tl Tudd feme dae v
in ol toarc .o bisarny afior s

ana s

e

and to 1 ulte Lae allis of 15 kihgdota.
On the & 0B of ey naber, he imiched -

ward, Cataltbar v e woy of Koviwny - 2
. N PhL FT BN PR .
wien hooredcaud o %an, e domrane o0 -
gage to the cane of 1t anprovad ¢ Lot aad

fut out mpon an ¢ cion e dic " e Alg s
of the difindt boraciaz ca Lo

The King left Seifian on the twent~fourth of .
Junmay, and, in fisteen davs, raacdhaid a calile A2
belongmz to the Mfgams, vhiuh e ook hy
fiorm1, He thea fent two dulscaments, uader
the commmand of able officers, againdt twn ad-
jacent forts 3 and on the cwilith of February he
paffed the river 16 mend. ‘The plas o0 the
other fide of the 1iver were nahed aud bavien s
as the prince of Camizhar had fet fire to o]
the forage on the berders of his temvitory.  This
was a great diftrefs to the army, and oblized
them to change their route, till, in about twalve

. Iy flays,
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¥ D.173y. days, they pitched their tents on the banks of the
Jad. so. Arghendib, Huflein, having received notice of
" "their approach, refolved to make a defperate
attempt, and to attack the Perfian camp at mid-
night ; but he was unfuccefsful, and, having loft
a great number of his men, retired in confufion
to Candahar. The next day Nader Shah led his
army over the river Arghendab, which’ at that
time was very rapid; and marched with his
artillery to a village about two leagues from
the city, which he had marked for deftruc-
tion. Candahar was fortified on one fide by a
mountain, by the foot of which the Perfians
marched with incredible order and regularity,
though they were expofed to the fire from the
ramparts. When Nader Shah had reached the
eaftern fide of the city, he ordered the tents to
be pitched, and prepared to celebrate the annual
fefival of the tenth of March. When all the
ceremonies were ended, he defpatched a felat
body of men to attack a neighbouring fort,
from which he apprehended fome danger. Huf-
fein was {oon informed of this defign, and fent
his principal officer Seidal, to obftruét the pro-
grefs of the Perfians. Seidal foon difcovered
them upon an eminence, where they had halted,
and, believing themfelves in perfect fecurity, had
ilfﬁ;lc&ed to fet a guard on the brow of the
ill ; which the Afgans perceiving, lay in am-
wath on the plain below, and waited for a proFcr
»pportunity to attack them. By a very for-
unate circumftance, a Perfian prifoner had
dcaped from the city, and apprifed Nader Shah
f Huflein’s projett, and Scidal’s expedition ;
1pon which the King fet out in perfon, and over-
ook the Afgans, who flel at his approach;
nany of them were flain in their flight, ﬂ:n;l
’ . ' . oic
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thofe who efcaped, retired with Seidal tora very 4.0.1737.
firong caftle, where found Mohammed, fon Nad. so.
of Huflein, with feveral other chiefs. Nader Shah
returned to his camp, and gave a confiderable
prefent to the prifoner above-mentioned, who

had informed him of Seidal's excurfion.

On the thirticth of March, the royal tents
were removed to a place more convenient for 2
defign which Nader had conceived, of building
a large city adjacent to Candabar, and of reducing
Huflein to defpair by the length of the fiege.
Agreeably to this vaft project, a furprifing num-
ber of architetts and mafons.were fummoned
from all quarters of the empire, who made fuch
inconceivable expedition, that, in a few days,
they had laid the foundations of fumptuous
edifices, aqueduéts, baths, mofques, ftables, mar-
kets, and houfes for the common inhabitants:
shey contrived to turn a {mall, but very clear,
river, called Torpek, through the city 5 and fome
were employed in finithing the buildings in the
moft clegant manncr, whilft others were raifing
a noble Citadel, and the reft, either decorating
the royal palace, or building the walls of the
new city, which was named Naderabid, or The
manfuon ¢f Nader.

In the mean time Afhref, an Afgan chief of
high rank, deferted from the fervice of Muflein,
and was favourably received by the Perfian
monarch. A thort time after, 2 troop of Af-
gans made an excurfion towards the river Ar-
ghendab, but were repulfed with great lofs 1
after this defeat they adted entirely upon the
defenfive, and could not be induced to leave
their walls, thopgh Nader Shah had left it!}c
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lain open, in hopes of enticine them to wive

i bal?tﬁ This Ip::de Lim dletermine to er.:lofe
the city of Candahar on all fides with firong
towers, at a confiderable diftance from cach
other : between thefe towers he erefted a num-
ber of batteries, which he was obliged to mul-
tiply, on perceiving that fome Afgans had
fallied from their gates at midnight; but, by
raifing two more batteries between each of the
Iarge towers, he totally precluded them from
the leaft poffibility of pafing his Lncs. At
the beginning of May he received intelligence,
that his oficers had taken the town of Sefa, and
the caftle of Daff, the former by ftorm, and the
Tatter by capitulation ; upon which he fent other
commanders to gnard thofe places, and recalled
thofe who had taken them. At the cleic of the
month the King’s women and the baguge,
whichhad beenfeparated from the armyindeiian
arrived at Naderabad. The caiile, to vluch
Setdal had retired, was at this timc taken by a
Perfian commander named luentivdi, who
feized the juft mentioned Afgzn, with the other
chiefs, and the {on of ITuilcin, and feut them in
chains to the royal camp. It has alrcady been
related in the preceding {zitions, that Scici’al had
ever been a promoter of violence and fedition ;
for which Le was at this time punithed with the
lofs of his fight: but the fon of Huflvin was
treated with every marx of kindnefs and lenity.

While Nader Shah was cndcavouring to tire
out the Prince of Candahar by a tedious block-
ade, his fon Rizakuli was enlarging the limits
of his province, and purfuing a courfc no
lefs glorious than that of his father. Ile had
recovered Endekhod, and chaflifed its rebellions

N r BOVCIDorT
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governor Alimerdan ; he had defeated the nu-
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merous army of Abulhaffan, Prince of Balih, » ¢ 5o

whofe capital city he had taken, and whole ter-
nitorics he annexed to the kingdom of Fafs,
He afterwards paffed the river Osus with tweivc
thoufand men, and put to flight forry thoufand
Tartars, commanded by the finzs of Boklara
and Rbarezm ; the latter of whom fled befure
the attion, while the former, havingloft a great
number of his men, retired to a ftrong hold
called Kerfbi. While the Prince was preparing
to florm this caftle, he received from his father
a magnificent prefent of gold, beautiful hoifes,
and rich veits, together with a letter app/ nd s
his <alonr, but defirint bim to 357 pa b
prefeat fiom any fuwther holilities agor i te
Kng of Lebhara. itis not ey to avcovat for
this check to the career of jo brave « joung

an, ualefs we fuppole thit Nalter Siah was

efirous of moderating the power of his lom,
whofe actions might poflibly have eclipted his
own ; or that he wiflied (o referie for bnneif
the congueft of Tranfoxan Zintary, wlich the
ancicot kings of erfia were not zble to iubdue,
in the courfe of a long and memotable war,
The Prince, however, obeved his commanl, 2nd
repaffed the Oxus, which Lad been fixed, sgwe
the e of Upis, for the Loundary of ihe
Perfian empire.

The blockade of Candalar had now la%cd ten £.D.5-xt.
months ; but the Afgans, relying upon dhzploary He-se

of their provifions, which they had bren cotleft-
ing for leveral years, and, deccived by the 2p-
parent ftrength of their fituation, hal not co-
tertained the leaft thoughts or sunenderineg ther
City, Their obitinacy compelied the }{inf; to

e
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A.D.1738. have recourfe to more violent meafures; and he
Nad. 37 made preparations for 2 general affault upon the
citadel. In 2 fhort time the Perfians took fix-
teen towers, two of which were built of ftone,
and fitnated upon a_craggy mountain, which
commanded a view of the whole town. The af-
failants, by the King’s order, carried their mortars
and cannons of a vaft fize over this mountain,
and planted them upon the fummit of it. On the
next morning they began to bombard the citadel,
and filled the garrifon with the-utmoft confter-
nation ; but a body of Perfians, attempting too
haftily to mount a breach, were repulfed by the
Afgans, and two hundred of them were either
killed or wourded. The tenth of March was
celebrated with the ufuzl folemnities; and on
the twelfth, four thoufand Perfians were ordered
to lie cancezled in different parts of the moun-
tain, and to wait for a proper opportunity of
fcaling the walls. The next day a tower, caileil
Debdeb, was taken by a company.of Bakhtiari’s,
who were enlifted in the fervice of Nader Shah.,
Thefe intrepid barbarians paffed on, in defiance
*of the Afgans, and planted the Perfian enfigns
on four other forts; which opened a way for
the foldiers who lay hid on the mountain, and
who, by the help of fcaling-ladders, forced in 2
thort time the gates of the citadel ; whence they
ured kike a torrent through the city, and de-
oyed all that oppofed them. Huffein had
fcarce time to fly with a few Afgans, and fome
of his women, to a fortrels* fituated on an emi-
nence in the northern part of the city : Nader
Shah pointed his artillery againft this fortrefs,
and had adtvally begun to form it, when Huif-
fein, ﬁndiﬂii bimfelt reduced to the lafl extre-
mity, fent his fifter Zeincb, a princefs of ex-
. . sclient
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cellent virtue, to implore the clemency of the 4.5.1738.
conqueror. Nader received her with kindnefs, Nad. s1-
and promifed to accept the fubmiffion of her
brother. The next day, Huffein and his family,
together with the Afgan commanders who had
efcaped the violence of the florm, proftrated
themfelves before the throne of Nader Shah,
who gave them their lives, and fent Huflein
with his fon Mohammed, and all his relations,
to the province of Mazenderan, where he allotted
them a fettlement. He divided all the plunder
of the city among his foldiers, and having or-
dered the citadel of Candahar to- be demolifhed,
he appointed Naderabad the Capital of the pro-
vince, and gave the government of it to Abdal-
gani, a nobleman, who had once been fufpetted
of difaffection, but had fince been reftored to
favour. He rewarded Afhref, who had left
Hufein, during the fiege, with the government
of 2'caftle, and made him chief of a tribe named
Touki : he fele®ted a company of flout youn§
Afgans for the reinforcement of his army, an

gave the reft an habitation in the diftricts 2d-
jacent to Nifhapour. This colony paflfed the Ar-
ghendab on the third of April, and were con-
ducted to their new {cttlement in Khorafan.

On the twenty-feventh of the fame month, the
King’s ambaffladors to the Porte arrived at Na-
derabad.  They had been received with great
refpe by the Othman court, who had fent
with them an ambaffador, and two doftors of
the Turkifh law, with a congratulatory letter to
Nader Shah upon his elevation to the throne, in
which he.was defired to difpenfe with the two
articles propofed by him, coscerning the fifth

pillar in the temple of Mecca, and the march ;gf
the
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A Dayis ihe Perfian pilgrims through S{n’a. They affured

Nad- 51 him, « that the firt would be a dangerous
¢ inpovation, and that the fecond would be at-
¢ tended with infinite trouble; but that if he
 would fuffer the pilgrims to take the route of
<« Jrak, the inhabitants of Bagdad fhould make
¢ the roads commodious for their progrefs, and
¢ thould provide every thing neceflary for their
¢ fecurity and convenience.” The Great Turk’s
letter was accompanied with a prefent of va-
luable rarities, and, among the reft, of fome fine
Arabian horfes with trappings of gold. Nader
fhowed ail imapginable marks of diftinétion
to the Turkifth minifters, and prefented each of
them with an ermine robe, and a beantiful horfe
richly caparifoned. He difcourfed with them
publickly upon the two articles in queftion, and
told them fle Eoped fo prevail with their court
fo confent to the mtg'icatwn of them : in order to
prefs this point, he named an able minifter
his ambaflador to the Porte, who dcparted on
the ninth of May, in company with the three
Turks above-mentioned,

SECTION
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SECTION V.

The expedition into India.

S'foon as Nader had determined to extir- £.0.1738.
pate the whole race of the Afgans, he Nad-s1.

fent an ambaflador to the Indian court, with
an earneft requeft to the Great Mogul Mobam-
med, that be would prevent the fugitives of that
nation from finding a retreat in bis dominions.
The Mognl rccerved the Perfian ambaflador
with cvery mark of refped, and difmiffed him
with a promife, that be would not fail to in-
tercept the flight of the Afgan rebels, and that
be awsuld, for that purpofe, fend frefb fupplies to
the governors of the provinces berdering on Perfia.
Some time after, a Perfian nobleman was
fent upon an embafly to India, in order to re-
new the fame requeit ; and he rcturned with
a repetition of the fame promife : but, during
the fiege of Candahar, a great number of Afgans
fled towards Cabul and Cazna, without any
obftruétion from the Indians of thofe provinces.
A detachment of Perflans was ordercd to purfue
them, but they made no very confiderable
flaughter, as they had been firittly forbidden to
pals the frontiers of the Indian empire, and
enjoined to do no injury to the fubjeéts of the
Mogul. In the mean time the Atgans were
flying by troops to the provinces juft mentioned ;
and it was foon difcovered, that no fep bad been
taken by the Indian monarch towards intercepting
them in their progrefi. Nader Shah was highly
irritated, to find his great defigns baffled by

the
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4 =38, the indolence of a perfidions ally, who, with-
Mid 51 ont any regard to a rcpeated promife, had al-
lowed a fate harbour to the moft dangerous
encmies of the Perfian Empire. He had the
moderation, however, to fupprefs or diffemble
his refentment, and to fend a third ambaflador
to the Great Mogul, who arrived at Dehli oz
the fecond of May in the preceding year, where
he had ftrit orders to ftay only forty days: but
the Indian minifters made no reply to his re-
monfirances, and conftantly eluded his endea-
vours to be difimiffed with 2 fatis anfwer.
A whole year had now elapfed fince the depar-
ture of this ambaffador ; and Nader Shah, pro-
voked beyond expreflion at this delay, fent a
pofitive command to him fo refurn immediatcly,
either with the ulPs anfwer, or without it :
we can aflign no other reafon for Nader’s expe-
dition inte India, than the infult he had received
from the fovereign and minifters of that empire ;
and probably he had no intemtion at firft to
advance as far as Dehli. Flis great objett was
to reduce the Afgans to an entire fubjeétion,
which could never be cffefted, while they were
permitted to lie concealed in India, whence at
any time they might ruth in fwarms upon the
borders of his dominion. Accordingly, at the
beginning of May, he paffed 4 rivulet called
Mekbor, which was the common boundary of
the Perfian and Indian empires, and march-
cd towards Gazpa, the Capital of Zableflan.
The governor and chief men of the city,
finding themfelves unable to oppofe him, gave
bim an immediate admiifion within their walls,
and, after the Afiatick manner, accompanied
their offers of fervice with many valuable pre-
fents. A few days after this, Nader Shah ad-
3 vanced
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advanced towards Cabul, and, in the coucfe 4D.173.
of his march, deftroyed a confiderable number Nod- 51t
of Afgans, who lurked in the mountains ; but
feleted thofe, who had cither youth or vigour,
and enlifted them in his cavalry: in thefe vic-
tories he received no little affifiance from the
valour of his fon Nafralla, who made an excur-
fion it the difiris of Bamian and Gorbend,
and returned with a great increafe of glory.
Upon NaderShah’s approach, the principal inha-
bitants of Cabul came in a body, and offered to
give him a reception in their city fuitable to his
dignity ;: but they had made this offer withount
the confent of the governor and the commander
of the cjty, who refuted to admit the Perfian
army, and were preparing to fuftain a ficge.
‘When the Perfians, theref:)rc, begzn to pitch
their tents mear the walls, the garrifon fallied
out and attacked them with fury ; but they
were repulfed with great lofs, and faved them-
felves by a precipitate retreat.  Nader Shah was
foon informed of their infolence, and ordered
fome pieces of artillery to be planted againdt the
citadel ; the Indians made a bold refiftance
againft a centinued fire of feveral days, but were
forced at laft to furrender at difcretion.

The Perfian army lay encamped in the plainsof
Cabul till the middle of June ; in which interval
Nader Shah fent an expoftulatory letter to the
Mogul, containing 4 fuccinl narrative of the
affront be had receved, of kis refolutim fo
chaflife the infolence of the Afgans, and of the
objirution made to his progrefi. by the inkas
bitants of Cabul; he declared, that be bad
Arictly inhibited the leaft a@ of wiclence from
bis f?dd!rr:, and that ba dzfired nothing fo much

a3
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AD.x38. as the continuance of their mutual ﬁ:’mayb;}o,

f_ij:, This letter was intrufied to an envoy, who fet
out for Dehli attended by feveral chiefs of Ca-
bul, who were enjoined to confirm the truth of
his aflertions: but, when they reached Gela-
labad, the governor of that place put the Per-
Jan envoy to death, and ro::ﬁ:!!ed the chiefs of
Cabul to return. Nader Shah conld no longer
brook fuch a fucceflion of injuries, but marched
with great rapidity towards Gelalabad, and, on
the twenty-cighth of July, encam at Kende-
mac, a place remarkable for the ferenity of its
air, and the beauties of its fitvation. ¥From
this place he detached a body of Perfians againft
Gelalabad, who entered the city withont oppo-
fition on the tenth of Auguft : but the governor
Mir 4bbas, confcious of his crime, and fearing
the punithment due to it, retreated to a fortrefs
fituated on 2 mountain of very difficult accefs.
‘The Perfians attacked his intrenchments, and
took the fort by affault: Mir Abbas was killed,
together with the Indians that attended him,
and his family were {ent in chains to the royal
camp.

On the twenty-ninth of September, the
prince Rizakuli, who had been fummoned from
his province, arrived at Gelalabad, and was re-
ceived by his father with every mark of affeftion
and applaufe. Nader Shah fpent feveral days
in reviewing the prince’s army, and having
imparted to him his defign of penetrating into
the beart of the Indian empire, appointed him
Regent of Perfla, with the full er, during
his abfence, of raifing or depofing governors,
and of afting as he judged beft érr the fafety
and dignity of the kingdom. The prince.was

3 ) per-
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permitted to wear a diadem, with the plume 4.0y
of feathers on the right fide, after the regal man- N4 ",
ner, and on the (:igith of Oftober he returned
with great pomp to the feat of his regency.
A few days after, the Perfian army marched to
the eaft of Gelalabad, and halted in the fiation
of Rikab, where Nader Shah received intclli-
gence of a formidable army, that was pre-
paring to oppofe him. Nafferkban, governor of
Cabul, had affembled 2 confiderable body of
Afgans and Indians, and was refolved to dif-
pute with the Perfian invaders the paffage of
Peifbor, which was alfo defended by a ftrong
caftle. Upon this information, Nader left the
artillery with the prince Nafralla, and advanced
with great celerity towards Peifhor ; the next
day, after 2 rapid marck, he reached the army
of Nafler, who were fo amazed at the incredible
hafte of the Perfians, that their courage and
refolution wholly forfook them : their ranks
were broken in an inftant, and thofe only efcaped
the fword, who had recourfe to a2 precipitate
flight. Naffer, and feveral Indian chiefs, were
taken prifoners; and their camp was cntirel
pillaged : the captives were kept under a clofe
confinement, and the plunder was diftributed
to the Perftan foldiers. After this viftory the
fortrefs of Peithor was eafily taken, and the
King ftayed feveral days in the adjacent plains,
in order to refrefth his troops, and to wait for
the arrival of the prince Nafralla.

In this interval, Nader Shah reccived a picce
of news, which gave him the higheft afiliction.
His brother Zoheireddoula bad undertaken to
chaftife a tribe of Leczies, that warlike and
mutinous race of banditti, who inhabited the

’ G2 moun-»
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4.D.1v39. mountains and deferts, xnd lived in a perpetua.!
Jad. st defiance of any fuperiour power. He was at firft
extremely fuccefsful, and, having gained fome
fignal advantages over the Lcczes, and fet fire
to their teats, began to entertain hopes of ex-
tirpating the whole tribe: but thofe bold free-
booters, who had been taught, by a long’courfe
of rapine, to pratife every art of deccit, had
recourde to a fratagem, which proved the ruin
of the Perfian troops, and occafioned the death
of thair commander. They appeared in order
of battle, at fome diftance from the Perfians,
and, having enticed tliem.to advance very far
in the foreft, they pretended to fly with every
appcarance of difmay and cenfufion; but,
iﬁmd of flying onward, thcy returned on
each fide through narrow paffes of the
mountains, whence they poured down upon the
Perfians, who were eager in their purfuit. Ic
this encounter, Zoheireddoula was killed by a
mufket-fhot, and his troops werc entirely de-
fecated. There was nothing more remarkable in
the life of this prince, than thc continual feries
of misfortunes in which it was involved, He
fcems to have had no fharc of that enterprifing
genius, which fo highly diftinguifhed his bro-
ther, and to have been guided by a ftar directly
oppofite to that, which attended Nader in his
moft daringr attempts. He was rath and in-
confiderate in his projeéts, but wanted neither
vigour nor intrepidity in the execution of then.

Nader Shah had no time at prefent for fruit-
Jefs grief, and, having appointed a governor of
Azarbigian in the place of his brother, asd feat
troops to avenge his death, he led his army
towards the province of Lahor, and conduéted

ol ‘ them
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them fafely over the five branches of the river A.D.a738.
Indus, which at that {eafon were {woln with S*- 5™
the rains, and flowed with the moft rapid cur-
rent. A numerous army was affembled on the
oppofite banks, under the command of Zckaria,
governor of Lahor : but whether they were
alarmed zt the fwift progrefs and formidable
appearance of the Perfians, or confounded at
their furprifing paffage over the Indus, they
retreated with a mixture of terrour and afto-
nithment. As Nader Shah continued to advance
towards the city of Lahor, 7ckaria fent an
ofticer of rank, with a coniiderable prefent, to
implore his clemency, and to promife the ftrifteft
fubmiffion, This meflenger had a favourable
reception, 2nd 7ekaria, having received many
marks of diftinction, was confirmed in his go-
vernment of Lahor. At the fame time Nafler
was admitted into favour, and returned, by the
pérmiffion of his conqueror, to the capital of

his province.

In the mean while, the Great Mogul was pre- £..:739,
paring to obfiruct the progrefs of thefe vido- N 5o
rious invaders ; he had marched twenty-five
leagues fiom the metropolis of his empire, and
lay encamped on the plain of Karnal, with an
army of thirty thoufaind Indians, and two thou-
fand armed clephants: the reft of his very nu-
merous forces were making all poffible hafte to
join him, and were commanded by the moff
illufirious princes of India. It was not long
before Nader's emiffaries gave him a full account
of Mohammed’s fituation ; upon which he left
Lahor, and arrived at Serhind on the eighth of

anuary, whence he defpatched fix thoufand

erfians to examine the Indian camp, while he
. G, 3 marched
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4.D.y3. marched towands it with the reft of his army,
Nadis= On the tenth he reached Ambala, about thirty
" 7 "rmiles from Karnat; and, in the fame night, the
detachment fell upon the Mogul’s camp, and,
having {lain or taken prifoners 3 great number
of the guards, retrecated to Aximabad, where
they were joined on the fourteenth by the
royal forces. Nader was informed by the In.
dian prifoners, that the plain of Karnal was de-
fended on the eaftern and wefiern fides by a broad
vizery and a wvery thick forefl, that the intrench-
ments of Mohcmmed were guarded by three bundred
pieces of artillery, and that be was waiting for
the wvaff armies of the Vizir, bis commander in
chief, and bis other minifiers. The next morn-
ing the Perfians continued their march; and
pitehed their tents fix miles from the Mogul’s
camp ; towards which Nader made an excur-
fion, and retuned after an exadt furvey of it.
He then advanced to the eaft of Xarnal, and,
arriving at a large plain about a league from the
Indians, he encamped in a very advantageous
fituation. In the evening he had intelligence,
that Saidet, an Indizn prince of very high
rank, was haftening to join Mohammed with
thirty thoufand men. It was too late to inter-
cept this reinforcement, which reached Karnal
at midnight : but a troop of Perfians, who had
been fent for that purpofe, attacked the rear of
the Indians, and plundered the baggage of Saa-
det. This lofs exafperated that imprudent Ge-
ncral to the higheft degree, and drove him to
the fatal refolution of advancing the next day
againft Nader Shah, without confidering #5e
difadvantage of alting offenfively againfi an
invading enemy, whe might otherwife bave
been reduwed to great extremities in a coum?
« - F ¢
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Jo little known to bim, or compelled to fght 4.D.273.
upom wery unequal terms : I(;:'g‘ Moham'fr‘agcd Nad. ga.
and the Indian princes, who had been foftened ~—
by a life of luxury and indolence, deceived by

the vaft number of sheir forces, and wholly

void of experience in military affairs, deter-
mined, to venture on a battle, and hafiened to

the fupport of Saadet,'witk 2 vain confidence

of viftory. They were foon joined by Khan-
douren, commander in chief, Nezamelmolc, prince

of Decan, Kamreddin, the Grand Vizir, and
many othes able generals, at the head of very
numerous armies, divided into three bodies,
which cxtended to an amazing length on the field

of battle. Nader Shah was fo far fiom being
ditheartened at the fight of this formidable ar-
mament, that he is {)id to have been animated
beyond his nfual degree of courage: he kaew,

that an army of foft ard enervated Indians were
little“able to oppofe the hardy troops, whom

be had trained to arms by the moft excellent
difcipline, and allured to engage with more ar-

dour than ever, by the hopes of fharing the fpoils

of fo rich a kingdom ; le peiccived the folly of

his advetfaries, In bringiag to the field fuch en-
ormous picces of ordnance, which they were un-

able to coandudt with fkill, and in depending

upon the number of their cleplants, whicn
could not fail to difirefs and impede them in

a general action.

Thefe confiderations gave him fuch an affu-
rance of fuccefs, that he ordercd Nafialla to
ftay behind with the greatef part of the artii-
lery, and rufhed with a wild impetuofity npon
the Indians. The fhock was cqually viol:nt
on both fides, but- the two armivs were con-

a o G 3 . dufi.td
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4.D.a7yg. dufted with a very different fpirit ; for while the
Nad. 3. Perfians were able, with very kittle impediment,

to feize every advantage that prefented itfelf,
their enemies were quickly thrown into confu-
fion, and would have made but a thort refiftance,
if fo unwieldy a body could even have retreated
with fpeed. After a fcene of havock and diforder
for five hours, the prince Saidet, who had been
the firit to take the field, was the firft to lcave
it; and his troops by their fudden flight
imparted a general terrour to Mohammed, and
his minifters, who retired in hafte to their camp
at Karnal, and depended for their fafety on the
firength of their intrenchments. The 1ont of
the Indian army foon became univerfal ; the two
nephews of Saadet, who were mounted upon the
fame elephant, were taken prifoners ; Khandou-
ran received a2 wound, of which he died the
next day; and ten princes of eminent rank,
with an hundred nobles and officers of diftinétion,
and thirty thoufand of their foldiers were flain
in the action: a great number of Indians were
made captives, and all their elephants, horfcs,
and inftruments of war fell into the hands of
the conquerors.

After this vitory, Nader Shah advanced to
the camp of Mohammed, which he found
fo ftrongly fortified, that he could not at-
tack it with advantage, but thought it more
prudent to enclofe it on all fides, and to diftrefs
the Indians, who were almoft deftitute of pro-
vifions, by acontinual blockade: on the third day
after this, the mibifters of Mohammed, finding
it impofible either to exift in that confinement
or to efcape from it, prevailed with him to pre-
ferve his life at the expence of his kingdom, and,

1 ! b¥
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by refigning his diadem, to calm the refentment 4.D.173.
ot the conqueror. The great Mogul perceived 'Nad' 53
the neceffity of this expedient, and left his in-
trenchments, attended only by the prince of
Decan, the grand vizir, and his other nobles.
"‘When Nader Shah was informed of his approach
in this fubmiffive manner, he fent the prince
Nafralla to meet him, and himfelf recetved him
at the door of his tent, where be towk him by
the hond with great mildnafs, and placed him by
bis fide cn the throne. Mohammed refigned his
crown in form, and was treated, on that day and
the next, as 2 gueft in the Perfian camp, where
he received every demonfiration of refped. On
the firft of February, Nader Shah advanced to-
wards Dehli ; and on the feventh, he encamped
in the gardens of Shalehmah; where Mohammed
obtained leave to enter the city, in order to pre-
pare his palace for the reception of his van-
quither, Nader followed him on the ninth ; and
was condndted to a magnificent edifice, built by
the Mogul Shahgehan, which, npon this occa-
fion, was decorated with every ornament, that
the trcafury of Mohammed could fupply. That
unfortunate monarch, finding bhimielf reduced
to the condition of a private nobleman, pre-
pared to attend his conqueror with the loweft
marks of {ubmiflion : but Nader Shah foon raifed
him from the ftate of dcjection into which he
was funk, by declaring that he would reinflate
bim on the throne of his anceflors, and “that b
would repair the late breach in their friendfbip,
by maintaining 4 perpeinal alliance with the
édfan empire, and by giving bim a fare fupport
upon every exigence : but that bhe would fay
_/{r;: time at Debliy to refrefb bis army after
their lang expedition, The Mogul was fo pen;
3 . trat
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.w D73y trated with this unexpected aft of generofity,
*- that he exprefled his gratitude in the firongeft
manner, and havmi{tnpped his treafury of the
moft valuable jewels and curtofitics that were
repofited in it, he brought them as a prefent to
Nader Shah. Thefe treatures confifted of rich
vafes adorned with gems, vat heaps of gold and
filver in coin and ingots, with a great variety of
fumptuous furniture, thrones, and diadems :
among the reft was the famous throne in the
form of a peacock, in which the pearls and pre-
cious ftones were difpofed in fuch a manner as to
imitate the colours of that beautiful bird, and
which was faid to be worth two millions and a
half fterling, The princes anid minifters of the
Indian court followed the example of their king,
and vied with each other in making prefents to
Nader 8hah, who received in this manner about
stine million three bundred and Jeventy-five thoufand
{wnd:, exclufive of the jewcls, gold, and va-
uable pieces of furniture, whic mu{t have
amousnted to more than double that fum.

On the thirteenth of March, when all affairs
{eemed to be calm and peaceful, a very unfor-
tunate event had almoft caufed a fatal reverfe
in the fortunes of Nader, and compelled him
40 préferve the fruits of his vidtory, by an
action no lefs horrid than neceffary. I‘\m
Indian noblemen of confiderable rank raifed a
violent fedition in the night, and inflamed the
miltitude to fuch a degree, that they rufhed with
a mad ra‘%e vpon the Perfians, who were guar-
tered in the city, and, having {lzin a grcat num-
ber of them, ran to the ftable of the royal cle-
&l;dts, and prt their keeper to death, When

er Shah was appnfcd of this tumult, l:ie ard—
y ere
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dered his officers to aft wholly upon the defen- 4.0.173.
five during the remainder of the night; ard in N5
the morning, finding the riot rather increafed
than abated, and fenfible of his own danger, if the
Indian army fhould revolt and join the rioters,
he gave o:ders for a general maflacre in that
part of the city, where the fedition firft broke
out. Upon thefe orders the enraged Perfians
deftroyed all they met, and demolithed every
building by which they paffed : this dreadful
carnage lafted dfeveral kours, and when the
richelt edifices in Dehli were levelled with the
ground, and near thirty thoufind of the inha-
bitants flain, the Great Mogul and his miniflers
interceded with Nader for the pardon of the
other citizens ; they entreated him to moderate
bis refentment, which they allowed to be juft,
and to be fatisfied with the punifement he bad
iﬁﬂf&ed upon the guilty, without fhedding the

ood of the imnocent. WNader Shah comphed
with their requeft, and gave immediate orders
for 2 ceflation, of the maffacre ; but he was
determined to chaftife the authors of the fedition,
who had fled with about four hundred of their
affociates to a fortrefs not far from the city.
Two Indian minifters were charged with the
odious office’of putting their countrymen to
death: thefe vofortunate men, whofe precipi-
tate rafhnefs had biought fuch a number of
their fellow-citizens to deftruétion, were taken
after a thort refiftance, and fuffercd the punith-
ment which their folly deferved, though their
good defign, perhaps, might give them a claim
to better fuccefs.

After a fcene of fuch terrour and confternation ,
jt will jutly feem forprifing that there ihoullg
* . :
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1730. be any room in the breaits of the Indians for mirth
4

*d. 5*- and entertainment, yet fuch was their infatuation,

" that, in abont ten days after the maffacre, the nup-

tials of Prince Nafralla with a daughter of the
Mogul were celebrated with all the marks of
joy and feftivity. Mohammed prefented his fon-
in-law with g rich vcft almoft covered with pearls
and diamonds, with fix elephants, and as many
beautiful horfes with faddles and trappings of
gold, enriched with precious ftones: and a whole
week was fpent in banqucts, thows, pagcants,
and diverfions of every kind, among which were
the battles of wild beafts, which are trained by
the Indians for that purpofe. Nader Shah in the
mean time gave an ample recompenfe to his army
for their faithful fervices ; and, befides the valua-
ble prefents which he diftributed among his
officers, he afligned a largels of above Fwelve
pounds to every private foldier ¥ : and, that his
Tubjects in general might enjoy the fruits of his
conquctt, he ordercd it to be proclaimed through
all the provinces of Perfa, that they thould pay
no kind of tax for the fpace of three yeais, As
he was now preparing to leave India, he con-
vened an affembly of all the princes and minifters
of the Mogul’s court, and with his own hand
replaced the impenial dizdem on the head of Mo-
hammed, and helped him to afeend the throne,
which he had reccived from his progenitors:
after this he harangued the Indian Miniﬁers, and
gave them the moft falutaryadvice for the welfare

* An illoftrious Freach writer (Momie/y. Confidir, fur Ja
Grazgesr des Romaini) {uppofes, that Nader Shab gave no
more than fuclur powndr to cach of his foldiers, left, b
grow‘i;:‘g fich with the fpoils of Isdie, they fhould ﬁnz
into » and loxury,

2 t F] Of
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of their country, enjoining them fo obey in svery A.D.1739.
refpelt the commands of their prefent foversign, N 53-
Mohammed exprefled a moft grateful fenfe of
thefe favours, and entreated Nader to accept of
all the provinces fituated on the other fide of the
river Atok, together with thofe of Sind and
Tata, and their dependencies. The King of
Perfia was glad to annex thefe provinces to his
empire, as they were advantageoufly fituated,
and as fome of them had been formerly con-
fidered as part of Khorafan: he therefore rendily
accepted the prefent ; and the Mogul made a
ceflion in form of the territories jult mentioned.
On thke twenty-fifth of May Nader Shah led his
army irom Dehli, and repaffed the Indus; but a
brid;re, which he bad built over that river, was
bruken down by the rapidity of the current
before half his troops had pafled ; and the reft
wore obliged to crofs it in boats : this accident
dectained them in that fultry climate ll the
middle of lummer, and was the caufe of their
fuffering incredible pain in their marches, from
the very intenfe and oppreflive heat. At this tim®
Nader Shah formed a plan of renewing hoftilities
againft the kings of Bokhara, and Khbarezm,
whom his fon Rizakuli had defeated during the
fiege of Candahar, but whole entire reduction
he referved for himfelf. Agreeably to this defign,
he fent 2 number of approved artifts to Balkh,
with orders to build feveral barges, and to
launch them in the Oxus, that he miglht at any
time tranfport his men and ammunition inte
Turkeftan, or the Tranfoxan Tartary.

Abulfeiz, king of Turan, or of Bokhars, as
the oriental writers call him, had made feveral ir-
ruptions into Perfia in conjunction with H?m’

., OvE-
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A D.3713. fdvereig-n ince of Khargzm, and had com-
Nad.53. mitted mag? adts of violence, for which Nader
Shah now determined to make reprifals on them,
and to chaftife their infoience. They had been
already defeated by Rizakuli, as it has been re-
lated ; but, finding Nader Shah engaged in his
Indian expedition, Ilbars had the boldnefs to pafs
the Oxus a fecond time, with intent to lay wafte
the borders of Khorafan, The prince, then regent
of Perfia, was at Herat, when he received intelli-
e of this incurfion; and immediately led

is army againft the invader. Ilbars retired to a
caftle near Abiurd, where he imagined himfelf
in perfett fecurity; but while he was ing
to firengthen the place of his retreat, the gover-
nor of Abiurd advanced with a body of men to
examine the fituation of the enemy: a report was
inftantly fpread among the Kharezmians, that the
prince Rizakuli was clofe to the caftle with a
numerous army ; which falfe alarm threw ilbars
into fuch a panick, that he decamped in confufion
and returned to the feat of his dominion. Nader
Shah, in the mean time, was purfuing his march
towards Cabul, which he left on_tE: twenty-
feventh of November, and advanced towards
his new territories in the province of Sind: but
he had not negleted to fend ambaffadors to
the courts of Ruflia and Turky, in order to
inform them of his fuccefs in India, and to pre-
fent the fovereigns of thofe empircs with part of
his {poils. This emﬂ to Ruffiz feems to have
been merely ceremonial, unlefs we fuppofe it to
have a mixture of vanity and oftentation; but
he had other views in that to the Sultan, with
whom he was far from intending to preferve
a lafting amity : aud be wes willing upon this oc-
cafion
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cafion to fhow bim bow far the Perfian arms could AD.1739.
. . 58,

extend.
e
In Nader Shah’s march through Sind, he met
with fome obftruétions from the chiefs of feveral
caftles, who attempted to oppofe him, but were
all reduced to fubmiffion after a thort refiftarrce :
but the groundlefs fears, and avarice of Kébo-
daiar, governor of that province, delayed him -
longer than the fiercenefs and valour of the
other chiefs. This weak ‘man had been very
officious in paying his court to Nader Shah,
during his conqueits in Perfia, and in fending
him letters of congratulation upon the fuccels
of his arms: but, after the Indian expedition,
he was fo apprehenfive of lofing his treafures,
and fo afraid of falling into the hands of the
conqueror, that be payed no regard to his re-
exted invitations, peremptorily refufed to do
omage at the throne of the Perfian monarch,
and fled to 2 firong hold in the midft of
a barren defert, called Amercout, where he
concealed his money and jewels in a fubter-
raneous cavern. When Nader heard of his fight,
he refolved to purfue him, and to punith him
for difobeying his command : accordingly he £.D.r740.
paffed the river Sind over a bridge of boats, and, Na-s3-
having marched over a rough defert, which had
before been thought impaflable, he arrived on
the fifteenth of February, before the cafile of
Kbodaiar. As foon as the filly Indian faw the
vittorious army under his walls, he attempted
to make his efcape; but was taken by the Per-
fian foldiers, ancre brought with all his family
and attendants before Nader Shah ; to whom he
difcovered in what place he had repofited his
treafure, hoping by that difcavery to faveﬁl;is
» ’ =
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life, which Nader, however, had no thought of
taking : butin order to make him fenfible of his
errour, he kept him in chains feveral days; at
the end of which he gave him his liberty, re-
ftored him to his pofleflions, and appointed him
governor of Tata and part of Sind, the reft of
which province he divided among his. faithful

commmanders.

After having fettled the affairs of his new
dominion, thc%n’ng of Perfia returned, to Nader-
abad, the city which he had built during the fiege
of Candabhar, and from which he had been ab-
fent two years. He ftayed but five days in this
city ; and advanced towards Herat, which he
entered on the twenty-fixth of May: here he
was joined by his nephew Alikuli, together with
the young princes Imamkuli, and Shahrokh,
who were received by the King with every mark
of affeflion: they made at the fame time®*an
apology for the abfence of the prince Rizakuli,
who was detained by fome affairs of great im-
portance to the empire, and promifed to meet
the king bis father at Badghis, Shabrokb feemed
to be the favourite of the court, and it was re-
marked, that a prince of the fame name, the
fon of Timur, had fixed the feat of his empire in
the city of Herat: upon which the magiftrates
of that city ftruck a number of medals with the
name and title of the young prince. In this
place, Nader chofe to make his triumph for the
conqueft of India, and to fhow his {ubjeds the
riches he had gained by it: as he was highly

leafed with the peacock-throne, which he brought

om Debli, he had ordered his jewellers to
make another in the fame form, and with the
fame fplendour, together with 2 pavilion, cqua.llz

f s IC
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tich and magnificent. Thefe works weré now 4.D.1740.
finithed in the higheft perfeltion, and exhibited Nt $3-
at ome view the fineft pearls 2nd precious
ftoncs, that remained from the fpoils of Dehli:
they were difplayed in publick ¢n the fourth
of june, which day and feveral others were
fpent in pageants, fhows, and cntertainmencs.
On the tenth, Nader gave a confiderable prefent
to cach of the princes, and, leaving them in
Herat, aj:rnnced towands Badghis, where be
met Rizakuli at the hcad of his army. As
foon as the prince faw Lim, he ran to him and
kiffed his ftirrups, exprefling & the fime time
his fubjection Lo his father and to his king : and
Nader Shah, having raifed him with great ten-
dernefs, applauded in the ftrongelt terms his
prudence in the government of Perfia, and his
valour in the defence of it. After thisthey ad-
vanced to the royai tents, both of them egually
ignorant of theit unhappy deftiny, and very little
apprehenfive of the dreadfol events, which were
to fucceed to their long courfe of victory and
good fortune., Nader Shak {pent feveral days in
reviewing the troops of his fun, whom he amply
rewarded for their fervices, and, having prefented
the prince with a diadem ard braciii_ izt with
gems of confiderable value, kd 105 tarees to-
wards the city of Balkh, where he had ordered

arations to be made for his expedition intg
Tartary.
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SECTION VL

The war in Tartary.

4.D.az40, N the laft day of Fuly the army reached the

Nad. 53 banks of the Oxus, and found on the river
cleven hundred barges, which Nader 86ab had
ordered to be built, that he might convey his
artillery and prowifions inte the Trenfoxan pro-
winces : they continued their march with great
rapidity, and arrived in ten days at the pafles of
Bokhbara, where a number of chiefs and gover-
nors fubmitted to the Shak’s generals, and paid
homage to them as to his reprefentatives.

In the mean while, the princes Rizs and 477,
having paffed the Oxus, advanced along the op-
pofite bank, and fpread a general terrour before
them : but the Shab continued in Perfia till the
cighteenth of Auguf, when he crofled the river
in 2 fumptuous barge, which had been prepared
for his reception. Scon after this, a bridge, which
Nader had ordered to be built over the Oxws,
was completed ; 2 numerous army of Perfans
were in a fhort time affembled on the northern
fide of the river, and were marching in full
anay towards the metropolis.of Mawaranalr :
but the King of Turan had no inclination to give
them battle, and*fent his firft Vizir to the Pea_rﬁan
camp with the humbleft offers of fubjection.
Nader Shab received the Vizir with t affa.
bility, and, having prefented him with a rich
mantle, according to the cuftom of Afatick

' «  prioces,
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princes, difmiffed him with orders # condu? the 4.D.5y40.
King his mafter to the camp, and to affure him, N 53
that nothing but bis immediate compfamc could
preferve himfelf from defiruction, and bis kingdem

Jrom ruin, The Tartarian Monarch was under

a neceflity of obeying thefe haughty commands:

he had defcended too low already to think of
recovering his dignity, and he was too prudent

to irritate, by his dilobedicnce, a powerful ad-
verfary, whom he could not 1epcl by force of

arms,

The Perfian army ftill continued their courfe,
and encamped on the twenty-third of Auzift at the
diftance of twelve miles from the city of Bokbéra:
on the next day in the afternoon, Abulfeiz,
King of Turan, attended by his Vizirs and Cour-
tiers, arrived at the camp; and, being admitted
intq the prefence of Nader Shab, layed his diadem
and other enfigns of royalty at the feet of the
Conqueror. If this fortunate man fhowed a
fierce and violent temper on other occafions, he
certainly behaved at the prefent jun&ure with a
noble moderation: he affigned the captive mo-
narch a place-in the council, and declared, thaz
he meaned to reflore him, as be bad refidred the
Emperor of India, fo bis jformer dignity; but that
ke fbould fix the Oxus as the common boundary of
the Tartarian and Perfian empires, and annex to the
latter all the difiricls lying te the fouth and weft of
that river, together with Balkh ‘and its deﬁ»mdm-
cies 3 in confirmation of which alliance, he pro-
pofed to marry his nephew 4li to a daughter of
Abulfeis : the Turanian had too much fenfe to
objet to a fingle propofal of his Conqueror, who
could eafily have forced him to confent, and who,
with refpe& to him, had aéted mildly and bene-

Ha volently,
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401740, valently.  After feveral amicable conferences,

Nid. 53. the two fovereigns advanced to Bokbara; where
Nader reftored the crown of Tartary to his cap-
tive with great ceremony, and placed a diadem,
fet with pearls, upon his head, as a mark of his
particular favoor: he conferred upon him ano-
ther honour, which was meiely veibal; for, a3
the chief ruleis of the Tranfoxan provinces had
born only the fimple title of Xben ov Lard, he
gave that of Shah, or King, to Abulfeiz, and his
defcendants.  On the fame day, the nuptials of
Al and the princefs of Turan were celcbrated
with necommeon magnificence.

The next morning Nader Shab led his forces
towards Kharezm, which, we may remember, was
L:id in the Jutredudtion to be an extenfive king-
dom lying on cach fide of the Oxus, mear the
place where it emptied itlelf into the Cafpian,
and containing a number of large cities and
fortrefles, which, from the advantage of their
fituation, were accounted impregnable. IHs
view in vifiting this country, wis to make re-
prifals upon Zibars, who then governed it, and
who, during the Iudian expedition, had made fie-
quent incurfions into Kherafin. This { hief was
then in a caftle, named Hezarefd, before which
Nader appearcd on the eighteenth of O¢foder 5 but,
finding it very firongly fortified, and capable of
refifting the mott vigorons affaults, he thought it
advifeable to make a pretence of marching toe
ward Kbeiva, the Capital of the province, juft
concluding, that hars would hazard a battle
Sfave bis meiropolis. He was not difappointed ¢
for the Kharezmian no fooner heard of his mox
tions, than he left the fortrefs, and marched te
Kberva by another road, while Nader, expeﬂt:l'ﬁlg

t . at
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that event, returned through fome pafles in the 4.5.170.
mountains, and entirely prechided him from the Nad. 5,
hope of regaining Fezargfb. Ilbars, thus inter-
cepted, retired in hatte to a weaker caftle, where

. He foon found it impoflible to make any defence:
he therefore, in a fit of defpair, refolved to give
the Perfians battle, and advanced intrepidly to
the ficld; but, after 2 fhort fkirmifh, he was
driven back, and, Icaving moft of his men dead
on the plain, faved himfelf with a few attendants
in the fort: the conquerors began immediately
to batter the walls, and, after a britk fire for three
days, made a confiderable breach, and took the
caitle in a violent aflault; yet even then the prince
of Kharezm, deferted by his friends, and deflitute
of fuccour, had the madnefs to think of holding
out fingly againft fo formidable an encmy, and
would not furrender, till fome Perfisn foldiers
dragged him by force before the Sbab, who or-
dertd him to be put to death, in revenge for the
Perfian envoys, who had been fent to fummon
him ot Hezarelh, and whom he had inbwranly
murdered.

Ilbars feems to have been 2 mere favage, who,
without any talent ncceflary to form a General,
had affumed the chiracter of 2 warriour, and in-
vaded Perfia without any provocation, but was
put to flight in cvery cnfrl;-.xicment, and reccived
at laft the punithment, which his folly, arregance,

, Obftinacy, and cruclty certainly deferved.

After this victory, the princes A% and Rizs
‘obtained leave to retire to Mefbed, where they
intended to pafs fome time with Nafralla,
whom they had not feen fince his return {rom
Tndia; but Nader Shah flayed feveral days
Hj longer
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4.D.3740. longer in Kbarezm, in ordef to concert meafures

Nad. 53,

for the eable government of that principa-
Lity, whgceﬁche gav%;o to a near relationl::; Abul-
Jeiz, named Thaber, a nobleman of illuftrious
merit : after which arrangement he repafied the
O=xus, and arrived at Merz in the middle of
December. He made but a thort ftay in that
city, and advanced with great expedition to
his favourite caille of Kelat, which he had
Aixed npon as the place of his retreat, whencver
his advanced age, and the comgpletion of his
military projects, thould enable him to refi
the throne, and pafs the remainder of his life
in a glorious retirement, He determined to
provide this E‘lacc with every thing requifite to
make his folitude agrecable ; coafiftently with
which defign, he canfed a fumptuous palace to
be maifed in Kelat, together with elegant baths,
temples, aquedudls, and houfes for his oflicers
and minificrs : he ordered the treafures collefted
at Del2 to be tranfported into the caftle, which
was far the firongeft hold in the Perfian Em-
pire.  After thefe regulations he left Refat, and,
returning tbrough 2 very agrecable country,
reached Mefled at the clofe of the year,

4.Dx74v.  Nader Shab entered the metropolis of his

Nad. 34.

kingdom in triumph, and nothing was feen in
the city but diverfions and pageants, from the
opening of the new year to the tenth of Mareh,
which day was folemnized with more than
nfual magnificence, He had, in the courfle of
five years, fubdued or put to flight as many
Sovereign Princes ¥, conquered three flourithing

® ALraf; Bafiin, Mobammed Shab, Abuiftiz, and Ilbars.
king-
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kingdoms, and extended the boundaries of Per- {iﬁi'm'
Jia, s far as Oxus to the north, and Tndus to the 254,
eaft. His next obje&t was to drive the Turks
from the banks of the Tigris and Eupbrates, as
he had already driven both them and the Ruf
Jians from the Cyrus and Arases; but the death
of bis brother Zobeireddoula was yet unrevenged :
he, therefore, had no fooner recovered from
the fatigue of his laft campaign, than he led his
army towards the mountains of Shirvar. On
the third of May, as he was riding through a
a foreft in Mazenderan, a mulket-ball; fired from
a diftance, grazed his right arm, and firuck his
horfe on the head, who fcil immediately to the
ground : the ball was aimed at Nader Shab by
an aflaflin, who lay in ambufth behind a tree,
but, finding he had failed in his defign, had
fled with great hafte, and hid himfelf in the
thickeft part of the wildernefs. The prince Ri-
=&kuli was 1% bis father’s train, and appeared fo
be much furprifed at this accident : but many of
the cowtiers, who were prefent, fufpefted that
the plot had been concerted by him, and, though
* the Perfian author fuppofes him to be innecent,
yet the frequent examples of thefe horiid at-
tempts in the courts of Afia, and the confidence
with which our own writeis rclate the ftory,
may induce us to believe, that their fudpicions
of his guilt are not wholly groundles, It was
reported, however, that a.fon of Dilcver, one
of the barbarous chiefs mentioned in a former
part of this narrative, was the contriver of the
plot, and had fuborned a defperate villain to fire
at the Shah, when he fthounld pafs through that
foreft : the affaflin was purfued, and, being taken -
by the Perfian foldicrs, was put o immediate

death,
Hgq The
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Nad. 55+ ployed in receiving foreign embaflics, and in
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The conqueft of Daglefian was effefted with
little difficulty; as* moit of the favage chiefs,
alarmed.at Nader’s approach, came to him at the
head of their tribes, and made a promife of in-
violable fubmiffion to their Conqueror and his
defcendants,

The firft honths of the new year were em-

ncgotiating a treaty with the Sultan Mahmud,
by which Nader propofed to recover the whole
province of Mefopstamia; and. having fo confi-
derably enlarged the Perfion Empire, he intended
to refign the crown, and retire to Kelat, where
he had repofited all the treafures of India.
Ameng the ambaffadors, who arrived this year
at'the court of Mefled, was an Indian Emir, fent
by the Grest Mogid with a congratulatory letter
to the Shub on his victories in Tartary, and a
curious picce of furniture, made of red fandal-
wood, 2ud carved in 2 moft elegant manner :
Neder acecpted the prefent, and difmifled the
Emir, with one no lcfs valnable for the Mogul,

«confifting of feveral vafes adorned with gems ;

at the famc time he fent back 2 band of mulfi-
gians and dancers, whom he had brought with
him from D2blf, in order to infiuét his fobjefls
in the Indias mufick and mcthod of dancing,
which he greatly admired. What that kind of
mufick was, it 1s imgpoffible for us to determine ;
but we cannot help admiring the remarkable
difpofition of this fﬂngular man, who, with the
ficrcenefs of a2 waniour, had yet a tafte for the
polite and ornamental arts, and, while he was

. conquering an Empire, had the calmnefa to think

of improving the mufick of his nation.
The
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The reft of the year was fpent in reducing the 4D x74s.
northern provinces, and principally in fettlin - 55
the aﬂ‘m%rfo Georgia and Circaffia. y 8 LA

Nader Shak, perceiving that the Sultan mean- 4.D.1743.
ed only to trifle with him, and being now at Ned- s6-
leifure to renew hoftilities, marched at the open-
in§ of .the year towards Bagdad, and took feve-
ral conliderable places in his way. Abmed fent
him a fubmifflive meflage, and entreated him to
reflect on the ruin which be frould bring on bimfelf,
if be swere to abandon a City, which the Sultan
bad exprefsly ordered bim to defend.  The Turkith
court, on the other hand, were making pre-
parations for an obftinate war, and had fent a
decifion of the Mufti to all their Afatick gover-
nors, importing, that It war lawful to flay or
make prifoners the inbabitants of Perfia, as bere-
ticks and appt{eﬂ of the true faith, On hearing
this, the Shah, defpaiving at that time to reduce
the governor of Bagdad, advanced with alt
poflible fpeed to Mufe/, 2 large and opulent
City, then governed by Hufein, who had lately
been reinforced by the batha of Alsppo with all
his troops. He purfited his operations with great
rapidity, raifed a frong bridge over the river,
and, having compieted his lines, began to bom-
bard the citadel, The gareifon fupported a {harp
five for feveral days, but at length Huflein Pa/ba
exprefled an inclination to capitulate, and fent
two officers to the Perfiun camp with an offer
of amicable tcrms, but veprefented to him #he
dangers to which & Turkifh governor was expofed,
who fleuld furrender a City committed to bis care,
and defired a refpite for a few months so cbtain
the confent of bis court, and to perfuade them.to
make 2 peace with the Shal at any rate. *« Nader,
“ fays the Pefian hifforian, accepted thefe pro-

¢ pofals,



108 Thr HISTOR'Y OF THE

A.D.ans. % pofals, and confented to defift from any for-
Nad. 56. & pher hoftilities, till an anfwer could be re-
 ceived from Conflantingple.”” Accordingly he

raifed the fiege, and amufed himfelf, in this
interval, with vifiting the places near Bagdad,

which had been rendered facred by the n:ﬁ§ence

. of Ali, and the firft fucceffors of Mabomed. In the
mean time great civilities pafled between him

and the governor of Bagdad; and a variety of
prefents were interchanged, as tokens of their
mutnal regard. Abmed prepared a magnificent
barge, in which Nader Shab paffed the Tigris,

and, with an indolence unworthy of his active
nature, condefcended to difpute upon fubjefts

of religion with the Makbomedan priefts, who

took care to be always of his opinion. This
frrefolate and imprudent condud&, in a man fo

bold and impetuous, muft needs be 2 matter of
aftonithment to the reader: it will, thereforc,

be ncceflary to explain the caufes of it. .

I Nader Shab had perithed in the foreft of
Mazenderan on the third of May 1741, his courfe
would have been completely plorious; and he
would have left 2 moft ﬂouriiﬁing Empire to a
valiant and active Prince, who, in all probability,
would have followed the cxample of his father :
but his glory was now declining, and his life
feemed likely to be clofed in weakncfs and mi-
fery. It had been fuggeited to him by fome of
his courtiers, that the villain, who fired at him
in the foreft, had been fuborned by his eldeft
‘fon Riza ; and fome of our travellers relate this
flory as an indifputable fat ¥ : but whether the

* The fame writers affure us, that the unformnate Shab
Tabma/p was put to death by Risabuli, while Nader was in

2 fug«
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fuggeftion were juft or groundlefs, it is certain 4.0.174.
that Nader, in 2 fit of rage, ordered the Prince’s Nad. 56

eyes to be torn out ; the common, but Inhuman,
punithment for high crimes in 4flz. His orders
were no fooner executed, than he repented of

his hafty paffion ; remorfe, anguith, and defpair-

fucceeded to his wrath, and a diforder preyed
upon his {pirits, which gained new force every
day. Confcious of his growing malady, he was
deiirous to conclude a peace with the .TZrk.r, and
to feck fome comfort from the retirement which
he had fo long meditated : but a circumftance,
which happened the next year, roufed him from
his lethargy, and led him to make a laft effort,

which was not altogether unworthy of his for-
mer charaéter,

A Turkifb commander, named Gemé! Ogli, who A.D.1744
was then at Cars in Armenia, which he had re- Nad-s7-

covered, fent circular Jetters to the principal
officers of Perfia, inciting them fo revolt from the
Ulfirper Nader, and to join the banners of Prince
Sefi, the true beir to the crown. This Pretender,
whofe real name was Mobammed Ali, had for-
merly gotten his bread in the city of Shufer,
the ancient Su/fa, by begging in thc drefs of a
dervife: one day a man, who ‘gave him alms,
obferved that be refembled the Sel family in bis
complexion, and the colour of bis eyes ; from which
the beggar took the hint of a moft impudent
impofture, and told the people a piteous Jftory of
his misfortunes, affuring them, that be never
bad intended to reveal the fecret of his birth, but
that, fince be was betrayed by bis features, be found
bimfelf obliged to ranjgfj, that be was really the
Prince Sefi.  Upon this, fo great a croud affemn-
“bled round him every day, that the governor
of Shuffer was forced to drive him gom the

©city 3
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4.D.1744. city 5 whence he proceeded to Bagdad, and was
Nad- 57. introduced to Abmed as a prinee of the houfe of
Sefi : the governor, imagining that the heir to
the throne of Perfiz, whether real or pretended,
would be afeful to his court, fent him to Con-
JSiantinople, where he had apartments allotted to
him in the palace, and a confiderable revenue;
but after the depofition of Sultan Afbmed in 1730,
he was fent to Theffalonica, and afterwards to
Lemnos, where he had lived many years neg-
ledted and defpifed, bot was now f?lmmonc s
and carried into Perfis by the Turki/t General,
The letters of Gemal Qgli were brought to Nader,
who immediatcly led his army to Abber, intend-
ing to advance as far as Cars, whither, on ac-
count ot feveral delays, he did not arrive #i/f
the end of july. The governor refofed to fur-
render, and J\{Mer Shab, finding himfelf in no
condition te compel him, made a feeble atternpt
to bombard the citadel, but the next day ag-
. cepted the movernor’s ofier fo give the Turkifh
court notice of bis defperate fituatton, and prefs them
to conclude a peace ; upon which he left onc of
his generals to blockade. the city, and retired

into winter quarters at Berda.

A.'D.:;-i._-;. ,

Nad 55 At the beginning of AMareh he advanced to-
wards Erivan, but was attacked with fo violent
2 diforder, that he was forced to be catried ia
a hitter, and did not recover his firength till the
middlesof fummer; at which time he was in-
formed that Mobammed Pajba, the late Grand
Vizir, was marching by the way of Erzerum
with twelve other Bafhas, at the head of a vaft
army, and that two more Turkifh oflicers were
hafening through Diarbesr to join them with
all their forces, Nader feemed to be tranfposted’
. with
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with joy at this intelligence, hopt ONe 4.D.1745
decifive blow to tu:rmina%::3 his difpi:::leg wli)gh the Nad 53.
Turks, and cither to crown his labours with a
viGtory, or to end in the field of battle a life,
which was now become a burden to him : he
therefore fent his fon Nafralla to prevent the
junétion of the two Turkifh armies, and, baving
appointed the princes Imambuli and Tbrahim go-
vernors of Kborafan and Irdk in hiz abfence,
proceeded by forced marches, and on the twenty-
cighth of Fuly encamped in the fame plain, where
he had defeated Abdaila ten years before. The
next day Mobammed appeared with an hundred
thoufand horfe, and forty thoufand foot; but’
he marched very flowly, and pitched his tents
in the evening at the bettom of a mountain.
On the thirtieth, bath armies advanced into the
plin; but the whole day was fpent in flight
kirmithes, 1a which the Twrks generally retired
with lofs. Mobammed muft have been cither
ignorant of Nader’s infirmity, or timid to the
laft degree, for if he had made a bokl attack
on this day, it would probably have been fuc-
cefsful ; but, alarmed at the very name of Na-
der Shab, and thinking his troops unable to
oppofe the hardy veterans, who had learned the
force of difcipline in the battle of Kerral, he
thought it prudeut to found a retyeat, and re-
tired with fuch filence and cxpedition, that a
detachment of Perfians, who were font to exa-
mine the Twrbifh camp, were furprifed to find
it deferted : but the janiffaries, confcious of their
own valour, and cager to engage their cnemies,
began to murmur at the remiflnels of their
commander ; and his council were apprehenfive
of 2 gencral mutiny, if he fheuld delay to lead
them back into the field. o
o
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4D.ans.  On the ninth of Auguf a letter was bron
Nud-58. to Nader Shab from the prince Nafralls, in-

forming him of 2 complete viftory, which he
had gained over the Batha’s, who were march-
ing from Diarbecr, and whom he had intercepted
in a plain near Mufel. The King was highly
pleafed with this letter, and fent it to Mobammed
by one of the Turkifb prifoners, who had no
fooner reached the camp, than he heard a loud
noife,” and prefently difcovered, that the foldiers
had revolted, and put their General to death.
By this time the Perflans had advanced clofe to
the Turkifs camp, and, perceiving the diforder
of the enemy, attacked them on all fides : the
Jurks fled in confufion ; and, while fome of
Nader’s troops were engaged in purfuing them,
the reft feized their artillery, tents, and ammu-
nition : twelve thoufand janiffaries werce flain,
among whom were feveral officers of diftin&tion.
Nader Shab ftayed a few days in this place to
refrefh his army, and to divide the {poils among
them ; after which he led them to Hamadan,
and thence proceeded to Ifpaban, which he did
not reach till the clofe of the year, as he made
along fiay in fome of the principal towns, in
order to regulate the affairs of his Empire, In
his way he received an ambaflador from the
King of Khoten, who had fent a valuable prefent
to Nader Shab, with a letter of congratulation
upon all his vi®ories, in which he tock occafion
to requeft, tbat a proper officer might be fent to fix
the boundaries of their refpective domimons ; the
Shah readily complied with his requeft, and dif-
miffed the ambaflador with a prefent of nine
Arabian horfes, and a cimiter with jewels.
This prince was defcended from Genghizkbaon,
and had been yaifed by his merit to ethrom;

- . e . O
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of Kboten, while his brother reigned in the hﬁF A.Dars
dom of Kbata ; both which countries are ufually Nad- s¥-
mentioned together by the Afiatick writers, and ~ *
reach from the northern frontiers of China to

the territories of Baléh, which Nader Skab had

lately annexed to the empire of Perfia.

Nader had now baffled the laft effort of his 4.D.174k
moft dangerous enemics; and, as his diforder N4 55
grew daily upon him, he was very defirous of
making an honourable peace, and of haftenin
to that refirement, which had been his chi
objett for feveral years. 1In the middle of March,
therefore, he fent an offer of accommodation to
the Zurkifb court, who liftened eagerly to his pro-
pofals; but the whole year was fpent in nego-
tiations, and peace was not concluded &l Ia-‘w
nuary 1§47, in the fictieth year of Nader's life. 4-D.tre7.
As_he h:d no furt{er intgntion{ of renewi{'lrg Nad. éo.
the war, he dropped bis two articles relating to
the mofgue at Mecca, which, as we obferved be-
fore, were only intended to amufe the Turks
before the expedition againft Candabar; and the
Porte, on the other hand, confented to proteét
the Perfian pilgrims, to fet their prifoners at
liberty, and to relinquifh their claim to the
provinces of Jrak and Axarbigian, one diftrit
of which was ceded to the Sultan as a free gift,
and as 2 mark oaly of the §hab’s amicable in-
tentions.

While Nader was preparing to vifit the place
of his birth, and had thoughts of refigning the
diadem to his fon Nafralls, he received news,
that 2 noble Perfian, named Taki Kban, to whom
he had affigned the crdment of Fars, bad
declared bimfelf independent of bis bemfc&er;d mz§

- revsile
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AD.1y47. revolted openly ; in which he was foon imitated

Jed-6o. by the governors of fome other provinces. This
intelligence drove him to a degree of fury,
which can fearce be conceived : he put to death
a great number of his governors and minifters,
upon the llighteft fufpicion of their guilt;
and, not fatisfied with deftroying the- leaders
of the rebellion, he cut off whole cities, and
forced the greateft number «f his fubjeéts to
feek 2 refuge in the mountains and deferts.
After he had celebrated the Nuréiz in the city of
Kerman, he advanced to Mefivd, which he found
in a manner deferted, and the whole province
ripe for revolt: his madnes was now raifed to
the higheft pitch; he fent Nofralle, his grand-
fon Shakrokh, and the other princes, to the
caftle of Kelat, refolving in the mean time to
exterminate the rebels without mercy. °

It was not long before he heard that the pro-
vince of Segeffan had revolted ; upon which he
fent his nephew 4z to reduce it to fubmiflion,
under the guidance of an old and faithful ofs
ficer named Tabmafp. The young prince, eager
to poflefs the treafures of his uncle, and panting -
for the delights of a throne, propofed to his
ggidc to join the Sezefanians, and depofe the

lyrant, whofe age and infirmities rendered bim in-
capable of reigning : the old man was thocked at
the idea, and diffuaded the prince from fo bafe
an attempt. Ali diffemblel his difpleafure ; but
in 2 few days the perfon, who had occafioned
it, was no mort: he poifoned Tzbmafp, and
caufed himfelf in feveral provinces to be pro-
claimed King of Perfia s but as the life of Nader
Shab was a great obflacle to his defigns, be defe

patcted three of bis afficers in order to remove 116’ i
ader



Lirr or NADER SHAH.

113

Nader had notice in a fhort time of this un- 4.D.1747.

natural rebellion ; and, as bis piefence alone
could have any chance of fuppreffing it, he left
Mefoed at the end of May, to which he never
returned.

On Sunday, the eighth of June, he encamped
at 2 place called Fatehabad, or The monfion
o wiflory, where, fatigued with his long march,
opprefled with years, funk in defpuir, he
retired early to his tent, and flept till mid-
night ; at which time the three afflafling fent by
Az, who had alio bribed the officers upon guard,
entered the tent, and in a few minutes put an
end to a life, which had been devoted to deftroy
the lives of others *,

Thus fell, at the age of fixty years, NADER-
KULIL, the Deliverer of Pe fiz, and Conqueror
of India; who, from an bumble ftation, had
raifed himfelf to a degree of power, at which
few monarchs by birth have ever arrived. He
feems to have united the talents of 2 complete
General, and an able Politician ; and, though
Jbe had not the advantages of learning, yet

appears to have had a tafle for true ma ence,

* It wonld have been an ealy matter, to work vy a la-
bonred picture of this cataftrophe, if the writer were not
more defirous of being thought an hiftorian than a rheto-
rician : our travellers, in aflure us, that Nader Shab
made 1 brave refiltance, and thathe woulﬁ. p:;)bahl);, have
efca; sf b fut bad nat d ower the covds of the temt 5
but,p:g‘tlﬁ ten{mn& have {3:: exceedingly fpacious, it is
not eafy tn conceive what oceafion there could be for cords
near hizs bed ; neither is it ﬂ'obablc, that the circam-
flances of the murther thoald have d from thefe Perfan
aliaffins to the cars of Zxropras m te.

1 and

Nud. é0.
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and would probably, had he lived in happier
times, have encoura gfd the arts of peace, and
been ne ftranger charms of fociety ; but
the darling obge& of his Life, to wh:ch he fa-
crificed every other purfuit, and devoted all the
powers of his mind and body, was the Art of
War, in which he hccame egial to the greateft *
Commanders of 4fa, and may juftly ftand npon
a level with Cyrus or Tamerlane. They, who
form a nouon of his charadter from the various
narratives, which have been printed in Europe,
are apt to confider him in no other light, than

a8 a fearlefs Barbarian, who furmounted every

difficulty, and overthrew all his oppofers, by
the dint of mere valour and hardineis ; but, on
a nearer view of his exploits, they will feem to
contain {omething more than brutal heroifm,
and to have been no lefs wifely concerted than
vigoroufly performed. His great project of de-
livering bis country was executed with a regu-
lanx and prudence, that can be furpaffed only
e celerity of his motions, and the vigour
ot his adts. If we throw a veil over his latter
years, in which he was rather to be pitied than
condemned, we fhall fec nothing m his life,
but what was noble and laudable ; he had neither
the rathnefls of Alexander, the infatizble ambition
of Cefar, the inflexible obftinacy of Charles the
Fawelfth, nor the vices of his illuftrious rival
Peter the Great 3 he refembled rather that real
Hero, Gufiavus Faﬁ:, who, to ufe the words of
an excellent writer, ¢ left the foreft where he
¢ lay concealed, and came to deliver his.coun-
<« try ¥ likeVafa, he was raifed to the throne

* Voltaire Hiff. Char, X]1.
. of
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of the Fmpire, which he had freed from opprel-
fion ; like Vafa, he changed the religion of his
fubjelts ; bur be dil not, like Vafa, reign bappy
and beloved to an advanced old age.

Early in the morning the body of the king
wus expofed in the camp } upon which the leaders
of the aimy, after a long debate, thought it
advifeable to declare for 4/7, and invite him to
the feat of his empire: but Abmed, a valiant
officcr, who had always been attached to Nader,
made a bold effort to revenge his death, and
rufhed at the head of his troop againft the other

chiefs, but was foon repulfed, and retreated in
defpair to Candabar.

Ali, having reccived a full account of the

tranfaction, marched with great eagernefs into
Kborafan, and {ent 2 body of men under able
commanders to fcize the treafuves of Reldt, and
the perfons of the young princes his coufins.

As the caflle of KoMt was very flrong, it
would have been almoft impoflible to have taken
it ‘by ftorm; but an accident faved them the
trouble of a regular fiege: one of the {oldiers
in the fortrefs, wanting fome freih water, de-
feended by a ladder, which he imprudzntly left
on the wally and did not return, t.il he found
the caftle full of A/’s"men, and heard the cries
of the garrifon. The princes Nafralls, Fmam-
kuli, anﬁmeabrokb mounted their horfes, and
efcaped by another gate, intending to fly to-
wards Merz : they had fcarce ridden twenty-feven
miles, when they were overtaken by a troop of
their enemies, by whom Imaméuli and Shabrokh
were made prifoners ; bu; Ngfralla, having kﬂ};ii

al 2 a 10l
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a foldier who had feized his bridle, galloped to
Meru, where he hoped to find a fure refuge; but
the inhabitants of the city, amang whom Alf’s
gold had already fpread its infedtion, put bim in
chains, and fent him inftantly to Methed.

Ali made a folemn entry into the capital of
Khorafan, where his firlt act of benevolence was
to deprive the princes of their lives, which were
no longer dear to them : the unfortunate Rzq,
together with Nafiglla, Imamkuli, and fixteen
others of the imperial family, were maflacred ; but
Shabrokb, a beautiful boy about fourteen years
old, was kept privately in a tower, whence Afs
defigned to bring him tq the throne, and to
aflume the regency during his minority, if he

‘fhould find the Perfizns determined to oppofe

his own government.

On the twenty-ffth of Fune he was crownell
by the name of ALI SHAH, and began his
reign by difperfing the {poils of Indiz, which his
uncle had collefted in Keldt, He fent his brother
dbrabim to ifpaban, and appointed him governor
of Irak; after which he committed the care.of
his Empire to his minifters, and, fixing his abode
{fometimes in Mazenderan, fometimes in Kherafan,
led a life, the leaft worthy of a powerful King,
fenfual, voluptuous, effeminate.

In the mean while Ibrahim, whe had repined
in fecret at the fuccefs of his brother, was con-
certing mcafuires to undermine his power: his
liberality foon drew to Iljpahan a number of
chiefs and governors, who had taken a juft
offence at the condu@ of Ali; and, when he
kad colleéted a force fuflicient to try his i’r.rengt!;h;
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he marched againft the city of Carmanfbab,
which he tock by ftorm, and afterwards bent
his courfe towards Azarbigign: but in a plain
between Zenjon and Sultanta, he was met by
Ais 8bab, who, roufed from his indolence by
the news of this revolt, had advanced by forced
marches to intercept his progrefs. The two
armies foon came to zn aftion ; but in the heat
of it a great number of A/7’s men went over to
the enemy, and the reft were foon put to flight.
Al was made prifoner, and condemncd to lofe
his eyes b(y his brother, whom, contrary to the
cuftom of Perfian monarchs, he had permitted
to gnjoy his fight.

Ibrahim had in a fhort time fecured to his in-
tercfis moft of the provinces and chief cities,’
and found himfelf at the head of an hundred
and twenty thoufand men : but the young prince
Shabrokh, who was favoured by the Khorafunians,
ftood between him and the throne; and, as the
treafory was at Mefbed, he defpaired of being
fixed in his government, till he had in his power
the perfon and wealth of his rival: with this in-
tent he a&ted with a deep diffimulation, and fent
one of his minifters to Me/bed, with a declaration,
that Shahrokh sear now the undsubted beir ¢f fwo
royal families, of Sefi by bis mother, and of

ader Shah, by bis father; that ‘Ibrahim was
determined, therefore, to place Lim on the throne of
bis anceflors at Upahan, where the former Kings of
Perfia had refided. The Chiefs of Kborafan agreed,
that the young prince was heir to the crown,
but fent word to Iérabim, that it would be
neceflary to finifh the ceremonies of the corona-
tion without any further delay : they accordingly
went to the prince in the tower, where hcbhad

Ta ecn
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been imprifoned, and paid homage to him, as
their lawful fovereign; but the amiable youth,
juftly apprehenfive of the dangers which fur-
round a throne, and of which af his tender
age he had been a mournful witnefs, entreated
f.l%::m not o expo{é bim to a flate of fu) [plendid
mifery : they wonld not liften to his requeit, and,
after repeated oaths of fidelity, brought him to
the palace ; where on the twenticth of Septeiber
ge took the fcepter of Perfia with a trembling
and.

Ibrabim, finding that his proje& had failed,
had no refource left but open rebellion ; Ae
caufed bimfelf to be ﬁrodar'm’d King, and ordered
money to be ftruck in his pame: but his un-
difcerning prodigality brought him to defiruc-
tion ; he chofe his minifters among the meaneft
of his officers, and raifed the moft ignorant
foldiers to the higheft commands in his army :
his belt troops, juftly incenfed at this conduct,
cither deferted to Shabrokh, or returned to their
native countiies; fo that in a fhort time he was
almoft deferted, and had fcarcely ftrength enough
to take pofleflion of Kom, which it would have
been better for him never to have taken. He
was betrayed by his guards to the inhabitants of
this city, who dent hum in chains to Mefbed, slong
with his brother 4/, whom he had kept in his
palace : the officer, who conduéted the prifoners,
thinking to recommend himfclf to the new
king, {lew [érakim in the way, and carried his
head to Shabrokd, who turned afide from the
bloody fight; but, when he caft his eyes upon
Ali, his regard for the memory of the princes,
whom that monfter had murdered in cold blood,
overcame his natural fweetnefs of temper, a;d

€
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he gave orders for him to be immediately
firangled.

There was now a profpeét of tranguillity in
the Perfian cmpire; as the Shah had every qua-
lity, which promifed a happy reign: but there
was one more pretender to the crown, a grand-
fon of Scliman L. whom Shabrokh, perhaps im-
prudently, had fuffered to live uncoufined. This
barbarian concerted a plot againft the §644, and,
having by bribes and promifes gained accefs to
his apartment, tore out the eyes of the unfor-
tunate king, who in a lower ftation might have
prefesved both his fight and his happinefs. So
cruel an a& could not be long unpunifhed : the
ruffian was fcized. and put to death with every
aggravated circnmnitance of torture; but as the
blindnefs of S&al, skh made him incapable, by the
Yaws ot Perfia, of reigning, he rctained only the
ndme of Aing, whill all’ his affairs werc con-
ducted by his minifters : how long he lived, it
has not been in our power to learn ; but it is eafy
to conceive that his life could be meither long
nor happy, unlefs he frent it in retivement, where
a fenfe of religion might fupport him with hopes
of a better ftate,

Thus, i a period of fixty years, one of the moft
beautiful Empires in the world was fo drenched
in bluod, and fo torn with calamities that not
one heir to the diadem remiiined in a capacity
to wear it ; and a fingle man of no high birth,
in a life of the fame lennth, delivered his country,
raifed it Lo the highch; pitch of grandeur, and
left it at his death no lefs diftrefled than ever:
fuch arc the miferics which naturally flow from
an immoderate love of dominion; fuch are the

I4 huits
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froits of military glory, and firch the fate of
thofe kingdoms, whofe rulers prefer the pride of
conqueft to the calmer joys of peace and to the
welfare of their people.

Perfiz has fince been divided into a number of
independent governmcnts, and will probably
continue in that ftate, till Aerim, who reigns in
the midland provinces, or 4bdalla, whofe domi-
nions cxtend from the Cafpian to the borders of
India, or fome other of the 1ival powers, thall
have the good, or bad, fortune to reduce the
whole Empiie to fubjection.

The fate of Indiz has not been better; and
from Candabar to cape Comorin, from the firaights
of Kupele to the mouth of the Ganges, there has
been a continual {cene of havock and confufion
for a courfe of years : the vaft dominions of the
Mognl were difmembered ; the Rajas and other
Indran princes refufed to continue their alle-
giance to the Emperor, and a defcendant of Ta-
merlane, who {tili retains the title ot Shabh Alem,
or, King of ¢he IVor/d, was proteéted in the tents of
European officers, whote employers alfo had their
fhave in the 1uins of Indoftan. Wlo knows, but
that the time may come, when the rickeft king-
doms of Afia will be piovinces of Lirepean Em-
pires, and when the light of truth and rcafon will
befpread overthefineft part of the habitableglobe?

The adtions related in this volume have had

a greater influence over the affairs of Europe than

we may be apt to imagine; for if Nader Shab

had loft his life, which he fo wantonly expofed,

in his youth, the whole face of Afs, and of

thofe European kingdoms, which are conncé’geg
wit
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with it, would have been different : if Pegfis had
not been delivered by this daring genius; the
Ruffizns would ftill have poflefled the rich pro-
vinces, which border on the Cajﬁ:'an lake, and
would, no doubt, have attacked the Tzrés on the
fide of Georgia, which might have given them the
dominion of the Black Sea, and might have
opened a paflage to Conflantinaple itlelf ; or, on the
other hand, the Turks, being poflcfled of all
Media, the ancient kingdom OF Cyrus, might
have driven the Ryffians from Afiz, and com-

ed them to retire beyond the mountains of
Caucafus ; laftly, if India had not been drained
of its treafures in 1738, the Mogul Empire
would not have been weakened and divided,
the Newib or Viccroys would not have declared
themfelves independent of the Emperor, and
confequently oir fettlements on the Ganges would
ﬁ;{ll’ﬂfaw depended for proteltion on the court of
Dehli.

THE END
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Advertifement.,

T HE.following Effay bas already been printed,
way of Commentary on a Colleltion of
Ea&em Peems, fo which it is added ; but, as 1t
contains many remarks on the manners of the
Afiaticks, 7t feemed proper to be inferted in this
Volume, after the Lile of Nader Shah: & will
be found wery different, both in form and fiyke,
om the Treatife, which the Author wrote in
French on the fame fubjel?, and publifbed in x 779
with bis Tranflation of the King of Denmark’s
Perfian Manufcript,  Borh thefe Differtatsons
avere sntended only as introdutory to a much
larger work, on the Afiatick Poetry, written in
Latin for the convenience of learned foreigners,
and entitled, Poefeos Afiatice Commentarii,
which will be offered to the publick in the middle
of mext March,
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ON THE

POETRY of the EASTERN NATIONS.

we call the Happy, and which the 4fiaticks

know by the name of 2zmen, feems to be
the only country in the world, in which we can
properly lay the fcene of paftoral poetry ; becaufe
no nation at this day can viewith the drabians in
the delightfulnefs of their climate, and the fim-
plicity of their manners. There is 2 valley, in-
deed, to the north of Indsffan, called Cafbmir,
which, according to an account written by a
native of it, is a perfeét garden, exceedingly fruit-
ful, and watered by a thoufand rivulets: but
when its inhabitants were fubdued by the fira-
tagem of a Mogul prince, they loft their happi-
nefs with their liberty, and Aradia retained its
old title without any rival to difpute it. Thefe
are not the fancies of a poet: the beantics of
2emen are proved by the concurrent teftimony
of all travellers, ?f the deferiptions of it in all

;

ﬁ- RABIA, I mean that part of it, which

the writings of Afs, and by the nature and
firwation of the country itfelf, which lies be-
tween the cleventh and fifteenth degrees of
sorthern latitude, under a ferene fky, and ex-
poled to the moft favourable influence of the
fun; it is enclofed on one fide by valt rock;
an
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and deferts, and defended on the other by 2
tempeftuous fea, fo that it feems to have been
defigned by Providence for the moft fecure, 2s
well as the moft beautiful, region of the Eaft *.

Its principal cities are Sanas, nfually confidered
as its metropolis ; Zebfd, a commercial town,
that lies in a large plain near the fea of Omman
and Aden, farrcunded with pleafant gardens and
woods, which is fitnated eleven degrees from
the Equator, and feventy-fix from the Fortunate
Mamz, or Canaries, where the geographers of
dfia fix their firt meridian. It is obfervable

t Aden, in the Eaftern dialedts, is precifely the
fame word with Eden, which we apply to the
garden of paradife: it has two fenfes, accordin
to a flight difference in its pronunciation ; its ﬁ.rE
meaning i5 a fetiled abode, its fecond, delight,
Seftnefs, or tmngni!!i:{y : the word Eden kad,
probably, one of thele fenfes in the facred text,
though we pie it as a proper name. We may
alfo obferve in this place that Yemen itfelf takes
its name from a word, which fignifics verdure,
and felicity; for in thofe fultry climates, the
frethnefs of the fhade, and the coolnefs of water,

* T amatalols to conceive, what induced the lluftrious
Prince Canfemir to contend, that Yemes is properly a part of
B dia ; for, not to mention Prelmy, and the other ancients,
who confidered it as a province of Arake, nor to infift on the
lan of the conatry, which is pure Arabick, it s deferi-

the Afaricks themfelves as a large divifion of that
pcniﬂh, which they call Feeirotul Arab; 2nd there is no
more reafon for ennexing itw Indiz, becanie the fea, which
wathes one fide of it, 1 looked upon by fome writers as
belonging to the great Jadian ocean, than there would be for
annexing it to Perfie, becaufeit is bounded on another fide by
the Paygs guif,
F

are
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are ideas almoft infeparable from that of happi-
nefs ; and this may be a reafon why moft of the
Oriental nations agree in a tradition conccrnin%
a dclightful fpot, where the firft inhabitants o
the earth were placed before their fall. The
ancients, who gave the name of Eudaimen, or
Happy, to this country, either meaned to tranflate
the word Yemen, or, more probably, only alluded
to the valuable fjice-trees, and balfamick plants,
that grow in it, and, without fgeaking poctically,
give a real perfume to the air®: now it is certain
that all g)oetry reccives a very confide:able or-
nament from the beauty of natural images; as the
rofes of Sharon, the verdure of Carmel, the vines
of Enfgaddi, and the dew of Hermon, are the four-
ces of many pleafing metaphors and comparifons
in the facred poetry : thus the odoars of Yemen,
the mutk of Hodramut, and the pearls of Omman,
fupply the Arabian poets with a great variety of

ufions ; and, if the remark of Hermogenes be
juft, that whatcver is delighiful to the fenfes pro-
duces the Beautiful when it is defcribed, where
can we find fo much beauty as in the Eqpern
pocms, which turn chiefly upon the lovelicit ob-
Jedts in nature ?

To purfue this topick yet farther: it is an ob-
fervation of Demefrius of Phalera, in his elegant
treatife npon ftyle, that it is not cafy to write
on agreeable fubjeéts in a difagreeable marnur,
and that beautiful exprefions naturally rife with

* The writer of an old hiltory of the Turkf Empire fays,
« The air of Egypt jomttine.s 1a furuner is brke amy foveet poi-
< fume, and almoff fufficates the Pirits, caufid by the wind
* that briugs the odours of the Arabian [prces

i beautiful
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beautiful images ; for which reafon, fays he, nos
thing can be more pleafing than Sappho’s peetry,
which contains the defeription of gardens, and ban-
queis, flowers and fruits, fountains and meadows,
nightingales and turtle-devesr, lwves and graces :
thus, when the fpeaks of ¢ fream foftly murmwin‘i
among the branches, and the Zephyrs playing throug

the leaves, with a found, that brings on a qumet
Jlumber, herlines flow without labour 2s fmoothly
as the rivulet the defcribes. I may have altered
the words of Demetrius, as I quote them by
memory, but this is the general fenfe of his
vemark, which, if it be not rather fpecious than
juft, muft induce us to think, that the poets of
the Eaf may vie with thole of Eurgpe in the

,graces of their dittion, as well as in the livelinefs

of their images : but we muft not believe that the
Arabian poetry can pleafe only by its defcrip-
tions of beauty; fince the gloomy and terrible
objeéts, which produce the fiblime, when théy
are aptly defcribed, are no where more common
than in the Defert and Stony Arabis’s; and, indeed,
we fee nothing fo frequently painted by the
poets of thofe countries, as wolves and lions,
precipices and forefts, rocks and wildernefles.

If we allow the natural objefts, with which
the 4rabs are perpetually converfant, to be fub
lime, and beasutiful, our-next flep muft be, to
confefs that their comparifons, metaphors, and
allegories are fo likewile; for an allegory is a
firing of mctaphors, a metaphor is 2 fhort {imile,
and the fineit fimiles are drawn from natoral
objeéts. It is true that many of the E??em
figures are ¢common to other nations, but fome

them receive a Erogrieil:‘y from the manners

well in the plains and
woods,
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avoods, which would be loft, if ‘they came from
the inhabitants of cities: thus #be dew of libe-
r ei?’ and the adour of reputation, are metaphors
ufed by moft people; bnt they are wonderfull
proper in the mouths of thofe, who have
much need of being refrethed by ¢the dexws, and
who pgratify their fenfe of fmelling with the
Jweetet odours in the world. Again; it is very
ufual in all countries, to make frequent allufions
.to the brightnefs of the celeftial luminaries,
which E:r:]thcir light to all ; but the metaphors
taken them have an additional beauty, if
we confider them as made by a nation, who pafs
mott of their nights in the open air, or in tents,
and confequcnﬂ%r iec the moon and ftars in their
greateft fplendour. This way of confidering
their poetical figures will give many of them a
grace, which they would not have in our lan-
g%mges : fo, when they compare the forcheads of
their mifireffes to the morning, their locks to the night,
their faces to the fun, to the moon, or the bloffoms of
Jafmine, their cheeks to rofes or ripe fruit, tbeir teeth
to pearls, hail-flones, and frow-dreps, their eyes to
the flowers of the narciffus, their curled bair te
black feorpions, and to byacinths, their lips to rubics
or wine, the form of their breafts to pemegranates,
and the colour of them to fnow, their fhape to that
of a gnedree, and their fature to that qf{: cyprefs,
a palm-tree, or a javelin, &', * thefe companfons,

* Sec Neweiri, cited by theevery learncd Reiffr,
(Sl ly ually SWCIRPE
ojo&fl logntg jpilly (il axylly
Ol My el ey AU 00

&c. oy ﬁ-U']'é u»hf-“—' Uﬁ;inby
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many of which would fecm forced in our idioms,’
have undoubtedly a great delicacy in theirs, and
affect their mindsin a pcculfar manner ; yet upon
the whole their fithiles are very juft and ftriking,
as that of the blue eyes of a fine woman, bathed in
tears, 1o violets dropping with desw*, and that of
a warriour, advanigng at the head of bis army, to
an' eagle failing through the air, and piercing the
clouds with bis wings.

Thefe are not the only advantages, which the
natives of Arabic enjoy above the inhabitants of
moft other countrics : they preferve to this day
the manners and cuftoms of their anceftors, who,
b their own account, were fettled in the province
of Yemen above three thoufand years ago; they
have never been wholly {fubdued by any nation s
and thoiigh the admiral of Selim the Fir/? made a
dufcent on their coaft, and exafted a tmbutc
from the people of Aden, yet the Arabians only
keep up 2 thow of allegiance to the Sultan, and
act, on every important occafion, in open de-
fiance of his power, rclying on the fwiftnefs of
their horfes, and the vaft extent of their forefts,
in which an invading enemy muft foon perifh:

but here I muft be underftood to fpeak of thofe

* §eo the drabick Mifcellany, entitled Skecarddn, ch. 14.
(sl ol JB
« 5 2 o asloal,
ol Gy 2l e (S
* 5 G LGUL Lgilranl g
' .
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.efrabiam, who, like the old Nomades, dwell con-
ftantly in their tents, and removt from place to
place according to the feafons ; for the inhabi.
tants of the cities, who traflick withthe merchants
of Europe in {pices, perfumes, and coffee, mufl
have loft a great deal of their ancient fimplicity :
the others have, certainly, retained it; and, ex-
cept when their tribes are engaged in war, fpend
their days in watching their flocks and camels,
or in repeating their native fon{gs, which they
pour out almoft extempore, profefing a contempt
for the ftately pillars, and folcnun buildings of the
cities, compared with the natural charms of the
country, and the coolnefs «f their tents: thus
they pafs their lives in the higheft pleafure, of
which they have any conception, in the contem=
plation of the mott delightful objects, and in the
enjoyment of perpetnal fpring ; for we may ap-
ply to part of Arabia that elegant couplet of
Wller in bis poem of the Summer-iffand,

The gentle fpring, that but falutes us here,
Inhabits there, and courts them all the year.

Yet the heat of the fun, which muft be very
intenfe in a climate {o near the Line, is tempered
by the fhade of the trecs, that overhang the
valleys, and by a number of frefh fiveams, that
flow down the mountaips. Hence it is; that al-
moft all their notions of felicity are taken from
ﬂ'ejbr:i{.} and werdure: it is 2 maxim atnong them
that the three moft charming objedls in pature
are, * ¢ green meadow, & clear rivulet, ‘and o

* See the life of Tamerfane, publithed by Geliur, page 299.

. .IJ 1
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" beautiful woman, and that the view of thefe ob-
jecls at the fame time affords the greateft delight

maginable. Mabomed was fo well acquainted
with the maxim of his conntrymen, that he de-
faiibed the pleafures of heaven to them, under
the allegory of cool fountains, green bowers, an

black-cyed girls, as the word Houri literally ﬁE-
nifies in Arabick ; and in the cha of the
Morning, towards the end of his 4/oran, he men-
tions a en, called Irem, which is no lefs ce-
Iebrated by the Afatick poets than that of the
Hefperides by the Greeks : it was planted, as the
commentators fay, by a king, named Shedad,
and was once feen by an Arabian, who wandercd
very far into the deferts in fearch of aloft camel:
it was, probably, 2 name invented by the im-
poflor, as a type of a future flate of Kappinefs.
Now it is certain that the genius of cvery nation
is not a little affected by their climate; for,
whether it be that the immoderate heat difpofcs
the Enfeern people to a life of indolepce, which
gmves them full leifure to cultivate their talents,
or whether the fun has a real influence on the
imagination (as one would fuppofe that the An-
cicats believed, by their making dpolls the god
of poetr, ); whatever be the caufe, it has always
been remarked, that the Afizticks excel the inha-
bitants of our colder regions in the livelinefs of
their fancy, and the richaels of their invention.

To carry this fubje@l one ftep farther ; as the
Arabians are fuch admirers of beauty, and as they,
enjoy fuch eafe and leifure, they muft naturally
be {ufceptible of 1hat paffion, which is the true
fpring and fource of agrecable poetry; and we
find, indeed, that sve has a greater fhare in
their poemns than any other paflion ; it feems to

be
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be always uppermoft in their minds, and there
is hardly an elegy, a pabegyrick, or even a
fatire, in their language, which does not begin
with the complaints of an unfortunate, or the
exnltations of a fuccefsfnl, lover, It fometimes
happens, that the young men of one tribe are
in love with the damfels of another; and, as
the tents are frequently removed on a fudden,
the lovers arg often {eparated in the progrefs of
the courdhip : hence almoft a]l the Araéi:f poems
open in this mmanger; the author bewails the
fudden departure of his miftrefs, Hinda, Maia,
Zcineb, or Azza, and defcribes her beanty, com-
paring her to a wanton fawn, that plays among
the aromatick fhrubs; his friends endeavour to
comfort him, but he refufes confolation ; he
declares his refolution of vifiting his beloved,
though the way to her tribe lie through 2 dread-
ful wildernefs, or even through a den of lions;
here he commonly gives a defcription of the
horfe or camel, upon which he defigns to go,
and thence pafles, by an eafy tranfition, to the
principal fubjec of his poem, whether it be the
praife of his own tribe, or a fatire on the timi-
dity of his friends, who refufe to attend him in
his expedition ; though velg frequently the picce
turns wholly upon love. Bat it is not fufficient
that a nation have a genius for poetry, unlefs
they have the advantage of a rich and heautiful
langnage, that their expreflions may be worthy
of their fentiments ; the Arabians have this ad-
‘vantage alfo in a high degree: their language is

ye, firong, lonorqus, and the moft co-
pious, perhaps, in the world; for, as almoilt

tribe many words appropriated to
itfelz the poets, for the convenience of their
meafure. or fometimes for their fogylar bcauta',

3 made
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made ufe of them 3], and, as the poems be-
came popular, thefe words were by degrees
incorporated with the whole language, like a
number of little fireams, which meet together
in one channel, and, forming a moft plenfiful
river, flow rapidly into the fea.

If this way of arguing & priori be admitted in
the prefent cafe, (and no fingle man has a right
to infer the merit of the Egffern poetry from the

s themfelves, becaufe no fingle man has a
privilege of judging for all the rcﬁ) if the fore-
going irgument have any weight, we muft con-
cluc'c that the Arabians, belfr‘;% rpetually con-
verfant with the moft beanti og;?ec'ts, fpending
a calm and agreeable life in a fine climate, bein
extremely addicted to the fofter paflions, an
having the alvantage of a language fingalarly
adapted to poetiy, muft be naturally excelleht

cts, provided that their manmers and cuffoms
be favourable to the cultivation of that art;
afd that they are highly fo, it will not be dif-
ficult to piove.

The fondnefs of the Arabians for poetry, and
the refpect which they thow to poets, would be
fcarce believed, if we were not affured of it by
writers of great anthority: the principal occa-
fions of rejoicing among them were formerly,
and, very probably, arc to this day, the birth
of a boy, the foaling of 2 mare, the arrival of
a gueft, and the rife of a poet in their tribe:
when a young Arabian has compofed 2 good
pocm, all the neighbours pay their compliments
to bhis family, and congratulate them upon
having a relation capable of recording tre)ir
pétions, and of recommending their virtues to

‘ e ¢ ;)o{j.crit}'.
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pofterity. At the beginning of the feventh
century, the Arabick langnage was brought to
a high degree of perfe@ion by a fort of poetical
Academy, that ufed to affemble at ftated times,
in a place called Ocadh, where every poet pro-
duced his beft compofition, and was fure to
meet - with the applanfe that it deferved : the
moft "excellent of thefe poems were tranfcribed
in charaéters of gold upon Egyptian paper, and
hung upin the temple, whence they were named
Medhabebat, or Golden, and Moallakat, or Suf-
pended : the poems of this fort were called Caft
Jeidd’s or eclogues, * {even of which are preferved
in our libranes, and are confidered as the fineft
that were written before the time of Malomed.
The fourth of them, compofed by Lebid, is purely
paftoral, and extremely like the 4leais of I'irgil,
but far more beautiful, becaufe it 1s more agree-
able to nature: the poet begins with prmﬁnﬁ
the charms of the far Nowire (2 word, whic
in Arabick fignifies a timorbus fason) but inveighs
againft her unkindnefs ; he then interwcaves a
defcription of his young camel, which he com-
Earcs for its {wiftnefs to a ftag purfued by the
ounds ; and takes occafion afterwards to men-
tion his own riches, accomplithments, liberality,
and valour, his noble birth, and the glory of
his tribe : the diftion of this poem is eafy and

* Thefe feven poems, clearly tranfcribed with exp’za.namry
notes, are among Feracd’s manufcripts at Oxrordy, N° 164
the names of the feven poets are Amralbeis, Tarafa, Zekeir,
Lebid, Antara, Awru, aod Harcth,  In the fane eolledtion,
N® 144, thereis 2 manufcript, containing above forty other
poems, whichk had the honour of being fufpended in the
temple at Mecea = this volume is ap incRimable treafure of
ancignt Arabist Hierature,

K4 - fimpte,
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fimple, yet elegant, the numbers flowing and
m » and the fentiments wonderfully nato-
ral; as ‘the learned reader will fee by the folluw-
ing paﬂ'agc, which 1 fhall attempt to imitate in

" wverle, that the merit of the poet may not be

uholly loft in a verbal tranflation :

But ab! thou koot not in what youthful play
Our nights, beguil'd with pleafure, fwam away ;
Gay ﬁn £y mg chéerful tales, decews’d the time,
And ardmg goblets made a tuneful chime ;

Seweet was the draught, and fiveet the blooming maid,
Wba touch’d ber lyre beneath the fragrant foade ;

T3 dons funb . 5 4 i

The waking birds, that fung on ev’ry tree
Their mfj}g nakes, were mtﬁi blithe as we *.

The Mahomedan writers tell 2 flory of this
poet, which deferves to be mentioned here : tit
was a cuftom, it feengs, among the old Arabians,

hl&did,
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for the moft eminent verfifiers to hang up fome
chofen couplets on the gate of the temple, as a
publick challenge to their brethren, who firove
to anfwer them before the mext meeting at
Ocadb, at which time the whole affembly ufed
to determine the merit of them all, and gave
fome mark of diftin@ion to the author okg:hc

fineft verfes. Now Lzbid, who, we are told, .

had been a violent oppofer of Makomed, fixed a
poem on the gate, beginning with the followin
diftich, in which he apparently meaned to rcﬂcg
upon the new religion ; dre nof all things vain,
which come not from God? and will not all bonours
decay, but thofe, which He confers *? Thefe lines
appeared fo fublime, that none of the poets ven-
tured to anfwer them ; till Mshomed, who was
himfelf 2 poet, having compofed 2 new chapter
of his Alcoran (the fecond, I think) placed the
opening of it by the fide of Lebid’s poem, who
no fooner read it, than he declared it to be fome-
thing divine, confefled his own inferiority, tore
his verfes from the gate, and embraced the re-
ligion of his rival ; to whom he was afterwarids
extremely ufeful in replying to the fatires of
Amralkeir, who was continually attacking the
dottrine of Mabomed : the Affaticks add, that their
lawgver acknowledged fome time after, that no
beathen poet had ever produced a nobler diftich
than that of Lebid juft-quoted.

¢ In Arabick,
bl sl A Lo L8 JI7
Qe Al Jasd U

There
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There are a few other collections of - ancient
Arabick poetry; but the moft famous of them
13 called Hamdfa, and contains 2 number of
epigrams, odes, and clegies, compofed on varions
occafions : it was compiled by Abu Temam, who
was an excellent poet himfelf, and ufed to fay,
that fine fentiments delivered in profe were like gems
Jeattered at random, but that, when they were con-
Jined in a poetical meafure, they refembled bracelets
and firings of pearls ¥. When the religion and
language of Mazbomed were {fpread over the
greater part of 4fiz, and the maritime coyntries
of Africa, it became a fathion for the poets of
Perfia, Syria, Egypt, Mauritania, and even of
Tartary, to write in Arabick; and the moft beau-
tiful verfes in that idiom, compofed by the
brighteft genius’s of thofe nations, are to be
feen in 2 large mifeellany, entitled Zaterma s
though many of their works are tranferibed
feparately : it will be needlefs to fay much on
the poetry of the Syrians, Tartarians, and Afri-
cans, fince moft of the arguments, before ufed
in favour of the Arabs, have equal weight with
refped to the other Mehomedans, who have done
little more than imitate their ftyle, and adopt
their expreflions ; for which reafon alfo 1 fhall

* In Arabick,
I ¢ sty S
13 Sl 181 Uit Yo
. «fud[ L‘)BJ“.U}_}?' U&
185icy loydls Slo s
dwell.



or THE EASTERN NATIONS.

dwell the fhorter time on the genins and man-
ners of the Perfians, Turks, Indtans.

The great empire, which we call PERSIA,
is known to its natives by the name of Iran;
fince the word Perfia belongs only toa particular
province, the ancient Pﬂjﬁf and is very impro-
perly applied by us to the whole kingdom : but,
in compliance with the cuftom of our geogra-
phers, 1 fhall give the name of Perfiz to that
celebrated country, which lies on one fide be-
tween the Cafpian and Indian feas, and extends
on the other from the mountains of Candabar,
or Paropamifus, to the confluence of the rivers
Cyrus and draxes, containing abont twenty de-
grees from fouth to north, and rather more from
ealt to weft,

In fo vaft a traét of land there muft needs be
a great variety of climates: the foathern pro-
vinces are no lefs unhealthy and fultry, than
thofe of the north are rude and unpleafant ; but
in the interior parts of the empire the air is
mild and temperate, and, from the beqinning
of May to September, there is fcarce a cloud to
be fecn in the fky: the remarkable calmnefs of
the fummer nights, and the wonderful {plendonr
of thc moon aud ftars in that country, often
tempt the Perfians to {leep on the tops of their
honfes, which are generally flat, where they can-
not but obferve the figures of the conftellations,
and the various appearances of the heavens; and
thismayin fome meafure account for theperperual
allufions of their poets, and rhetoricians, to the
beauty of the heavenly bodies. 'We are apt to
cenfure the oricntal ftyle for being fo full of
metaphors taken from the fun and moon: tlus
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15 afcribed by fome to the bad tafte of the 4fas-
ticks 3 the works of the Perfians, {ays M. de Vol-
taire, are kike the titles of their kings, in which
the fun and moon are ofien imtroduced : but they do
not reflet, that every nation has a fet of images,
and expreffions, peculiar to itlelf, which arife
from the difference of its ¢limate, manners, and
hiftory. There feems to be another reafon for
the frequent allufions of the Perfians to the fun,
which may, perhaps, be traced from the old
language and popular religion of their cotintry :
thus M:bridid, or Mitbridates, fignifies the gift of
the fun, and anfwers to the Thesdorus and Diodats
of other nations. As to the titles of the Eafferr
monarchs, which feem, indeed, very extrava-
gant to our ecars, they ire merely formal, and
no lefs void of meaning than thofe of Eurgpean
princes, in which ferentty and highnefs are often
attributed to the moft ggmy, low-minded, of
men,

The midland proviaces of Perfia abound in
ﬁ-utiﬁs and ﬂgsers of almo%c ev tl:;nd, and,
wi per culture, might be made the en
of A4 El:-othey are not vghtered, indeed, g;r;iny
confiderable river, fince the 77 r:':and.E?i‘Jmte:,
the Cyrus and Araxes, the Oxus, and the five
branches of the Jndus, are at the farthelt limits
of the kingdom ; but the natives, who have 2
tarn for agriculture, fupply that defet by arti-
ficial canals, which fofficiently temper the dry-
nefs of the foil ; but in faying they fupply that
defe®, I am falling into a common error, and
reprefenting the country, not as it is at prefent,
but as it was 2 century aE; for a long feries of
civil wars and maflacres have now deftroyed the

chigt



or THxr EASTERN NATIONS.

chief beauties of Perfiz firipping it of its
moft induftrions inha{it;ng FEE

The fame difference of climate, that affefts
the air and {oil of this extenfive country, gives
a variety alfo to the perfons and temper of its
patives ; in fome provinces they have dark com-
plexions, and harfh features; in others they are
exquifitely fair, and well made ; in fome ozers,
nervous and robuft: but the general charafter
of the pation is that fof222f, and love of pleafure,
that indolence, and effeminacy, which have made
them an eafy prey to alt the weftern and northern
fwarms, that have from time to time invaded
them. Yer thz are not wholly void of martial
fpirit 3 and, if they are not naturally brave, ﬂm{
arc at lealt extremely docile, and might, wir
proper difcipline, be made excellent foldiers :
but the greater of them, in the thort inter-
valé of peace that they happen to emjoy, con-
ftantly fink into a ftate of ipactivity, and pafs
their [ives in a pleafurable, yet findious, retire-
ment ; and this may be one reafon, why Perfia
has produced more writers of every kind, and
chieEy #s, than all Eurepe together, fince their
way of life gives them leifure to purfue thofe
arts, which cannot be cultivated to advafltage,
without the greateft calmnefs and ferenity of
mind. There is 2 manvidcript at Oxford ¥, cons
taining the lives of an bundred and thirty-five of
the fineft Perfian poets, moft of whom left very
ample collettions of their poems behind them:
but the verfifiers, and moderate poets, if Horace

* In Hyperoo Bodl. 128, Thereis a prefatory difcourfe to
this corioss work, which comprifes the lives of ten

pocti will
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will allow any fuch men to exift, are without
number in Perfa,

This delicacy of their lives and fentiments has
infenfibly affected their language, and rendeied
it the fofteft, as it is one of tfz richeft, in the
world : it is not poflible to convince the reader
of this truth, by quoting a %: from' a Per-
_ffan poet in Eurgpean charatters § fince the fweets
nefs of found cannot be determined by the fight,
and many words, which are foft and mufical
in the mouth of a Perflan, may appear harfh to
our eyes, with a number ot confonants and
guttorals : it may not, howcver, be abfurd to
fet down in this place, an Ode of the poct Hufez,
]\lvhich, iff' liat bi:a not fuﬂicic;ﬁt to lp;?tvih the d;-s
icacy of his language, will at le ow the
li\;lcl}l'lefs of his p%gtary:

Ai bad nesimi yirdari, \
Zan nefbes mufbchir dari :

Zinbar mecun diraz-defti !

Ba turrei' o che cdr dari ?

Ai guly to cufd wa ruyi zeibafh?

O taza, wa to kbarbir dari.
Nerkes, to cujd wa chefbmi neflofs?
O Jjerkbofs, wa to kbhumir dar:.

As feruy to ba kaddi bulendefb,

Der bagh che tytebin dari?

Ai akl, to ba wufdds ifbkefb

Der deft che ikbtiydr dari ?

Riban, to cujd wa Rbatti febuefb?
O mufbe, wa to ghubir daris

Ruzi bures bewafli Haf'z,

Gber takati yntizér dari.

That
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That is, word for word, O fuweet gale, thou beareft
the fragrant fient of my beloved ; thence it is that
thou.baft this mufky odour. Beware! ds not fleal :
what haft thou to do with her trefles? O rofe, what
art thou, to be compared with ber bright face? She
i%rqﬂ;, and thou art rugh with thorns. O nar-
ciffus, what art thou in comparifon of her longuifb-
ing eye? Her eye is only flecpy, but thou ars ﬁciuand
Jaint, O pine, compared with ber graceful flature,
what honour baft thow in the garden? O wifdom,
what wouldft thou choofe, if o chosfe were 1n tl?
power, in preference to her lve? O fuveet bofil,
swhat art thou, to be compared with ber frefb chechs?
They. are pe}'ﬁc? mufk, but thou art foon withered.
Come, my beloved, and charm Hafex with thy pre-
Jence, if theu canft but flay swith bim for a _/ti‘g!e
day. This little fong is not unlikc a fonnet
afcribed to Shakefpcars, which deferves to be
cited here, as a proof that the Faftern imagery
is nof fo different from the Exrgpean as we are
apt to imagine.

The ferward violet thiis did I chide :

« Sweet thief ! whence didft thou fleal thy fuwret
« that fmells,

<« If not from ny love’s breath? The puirple pride,

s« Which an thy feft cheek for complexion ducells,

“ In my love’s veins thou baft too grofily dyed.”

The lily I condemned for thy hand, '

And buds of marjoram bad fiol’n thy bair;

The rofes fearfully on thorns did fland,

One blufbing foame, ancther white defpair ;

A third, ner red, ner white had fol’n of both,

And'to bis robb'ry bad annex’d thy breath ;

But for bis theft, in pride of all bis grow:b,

4 vengeful canker eat him up 1o death. e

13
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More fiew'rs I noted, yet I none could fee,
But feent or colour it bad flol'n from thee.
Shakefpeare’s Poems, p. 207.

The Perfian ftyle is faid to be ridiculoundl
bombaft, and this fault is imputed to the flavi
fpirit of the nation, which 1s ever apt to mag-
nify the objeéts that are placed above it : there
are bad wniters, to be fure, in every country,
and as many in 4fiz as elfewhere; but if we
take the pains to learn the Perfien language, we
fhall find that thofe authors, who are generally
efteemed in Perfia, are neither flavith in ther
fentiments, nor ridiculous in their expreffions :
of which the following paflage in a moral work
of Sadi, entitled Beftdn, or, The Garden, will be
a fufficient proof. [ bave beard that king Nufbir-
war, fuft before bis death, fpoke thus to bis fin
Hormuz : Be a guardian, ry ‘ffm, to the poor and
belplefs ; and be not confined 1n the chains of thy
own tndolence.  No one can be at eafe in thy dom-
nion, while thou fechsft only thy private reft, and
Jayeft, It is enough. A wife man will not approve
the fhepherd, who fleeps, while the wolf is in the
Jold. Go, my fon, grm& thy weak and indigent
prople ; fince through them is a king raifed to the
diadem. The people are the root, and the king is
the tree that grows from it 5 and the tree, O my fon,
derives its firength from the root *,
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Are thefe mean fentiments, delivered in -
pous language? Are they not rather worthy of
our moft fpirited writers? And do they not
convey 4 fine leffon for a young king ? Yet Sadi’s
poems are hiih]y cfteemed at Conflantinople, and
at [fpaban; t ough, a century or two ago, they
would have been fupprefled in Exrope, for fpread-
ing with too ftrong a glare the light of liberty
and reafon. '

As to the great Epick poem of Ferdufi, which
was compofed in the teath century, it would
require a very long treatife, to explaig all its
beauties with a minute exafinefs. The whole
colledijon of that poct’s works is called Soah-
nima,*and contains the hiftory of Perfiz, from
the earliet times to the invafion of the Arabs,
in a feries of very noble pocms ; the longeft and
moft regular of which is an beroick poem of
one great and intcreliing adtion, pamely, the
delivery of Pe.iiz by Cyrus from the oppreffions
of Afiafiab, kiay of the Tranfoxan Tartary, who
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being aflifted by the empcrours of Jndis and
China, together with all the deemons, giants, and
enchanters of 4ffs, had carricd his conquefts
very far, and become exceedingly formidable to
the Perfians. This poem is longer than the /liad;
the chara8lers in it are various and firiking ; the
figures beld and animated ; and the gidion

where fonorous, yet noble; polithed, yet
full of fire. A great profufion of learning has
been thrown away by fome crticks, in com-
paring Hemer with the heroick poets, who have
fucceeded him ; but it requires very little judg-
ment to fee, that no fuccceding poet whatever
can with any propriety be compared with Fo-
mer : that great father of the Greciun poetry and
literature, had a genius too fruitful an® com-
prehenfive to let any of the firiking parts of
natnre efcape his obfcrvation ; and the poets,
who have followed him, have done little more
than tranfcribe his images, and give 2 new diels
to his thoughts. Whatever clegance and re-
finements, therefore, may have been introduced
into the works of the moderns, the {pirit and
invention of Hemer have cver continued without
arival : for which reafons T am far from pre-
tending to affert that the poet of Perfiz is equal
to that of Greece; but there is certainly a very
great refemblance between the works of thofe
extraordinary men : both drew their images
from nature herfelf, without catching them only
by ‘refleftion, and painting, in the manner of
the modern poets, the lLkenefs of a likenefs; and
both poflcfled, in an emincnt degree, that rich
and creative invention, which is the very foul of
puctry.

As
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Ag the Perfrans borrowed their poetical mea-
fures, and the forms of their poems from the
Arabians, fo the TURR'S, when they had carried
their arms into M:fbpotamizc and Affyria, 100k
their numbers and tﬁeir tafte for poetry from
the Perfians ;

Gracia capta ferum viftorem cepit, et artes
Intulit agaefti Latro.

In the fame manner as the Grest compofitions
were the models of all the Roman writers, {o
were thofe of Perfia imitated by the Turks, who
confiderably polifhed and enriched their lan-
guage, naturally barren, by the number of fimple
and compound words, which they adopted from
the Perfian and Arabick. Lady Wortley Montague
very juftly obferves, that wwe want thofe compound
wortl, swhich are very frequent and ﬁron'% in the
Turkifh language; but her interpreters led her
into a miftake 1n explaining one of them, which
the tranflates fag-eyed, and thinks 4 very lively
image of the fire and indiffcrence in the eyes of the
royal bride : now it mever entered into the mind
of an dfiatick to compare his miftrefs’s eyes to
thofe ot a ftag, or to give an image of their fre
and indifference ; the Turks mean to exprels that
Fullnefi, and, at the fame time, that foft and lan-
guifbing lufire, which is peculiar to the eyes of
their beautiful women, and which by no means
refembles the unpleafing’ wildnefs in thofe of a
ftag. The origina) cpithet, I fuppofe, was * Ab4
chefbm, or, with the eyes of a young ﬂzwu.-l rtl:kw

e

® This cpithet feems to anfiver to the Greek Dadaip
which our giammarians prop::l-ly interpret Qua wigris m
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1 take the 454 to be the fame animal with the
Gazdl of the Arabians, and the Zab:i of the He-
brews, to which their poets allude in almoft
every page. 1 have feen one of thefe animals;
it is a kind of antelope, exquifitely beautiful,
with eyes uncommonly black and large. This
15 the {ame fort of roc, to which Selemon alludes

» in this delicate finile: Thy tave breafls are like two
_ young roes, that are twins, which play among the

lilies,

A very polite fcholar, who has lately tranflated
fixteen Odes of Hafz, with learned illuftrations,
blames the Turkifh poets for copying the Perfans
too fervilely : but, furely, they are not more
blameable than Herace, who not only imitated
the meafures and expreflions of the Greeks, but
even tranflated, almofl word for word, the
brighteft pafiages of /i zus, Anacreor, and otHers;
he took lefs from Pindar than from the reft, be-
caufe the wildnefs of his numbers, and the obfcu-
rity of his allufions, wete by no means fnitable to
the genius of the Latinlanguage : and this may,
perhaps, explain his ode to Julius Autonius, who
might have advifed him to vfe more of Pindar’s
manner in celcbratirtlﬁlthe vitories of Augufius.
Whatever we may think of this objection, it is
certain that the Turkih empirc has produced a

at number of poets; fome of whom had no
all merit in their way : the ingenious author

juft mentioned affured me, that the Turkifh fa-

tires of Rubi Bagdadi were very forcible and

decore off ot wenufla: if it were itted to make any inno-
vatiomﬁin a dead }anguage, wmght exprefs the y?"urbﬁ:
adjedtive by the word Jpwiimy;, which would, I dare fay,
have foroded agreanbly to the Graks thomftlves,

t

ftriking,
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firiking, and he mentioned the opening of one
of them, which feemed not unlike the manner
of Juvenal. At the beginning of the laft cen-
tury, 2 work was publithed at Conpantingple,
contuming the fineft verles of fve bundred and
Sorty-nine Turkifls peets, which proves at leaft that
they are fingularly {fond of this art, whatever
may be our opinion of their ficcefs in it.

The defcendants of Tamerlane carried into
India the language and postry of the Perfians ;
and the Judion pouts to this day compofe their
verfcs in imitation of them. The belt of their
works, that have pafled through my hands, are
thofe of Huzein, who lived fome years ago at
Bendres, with a great reputation tor his parts
and leatning, and was known to the Engiifh,
who refided there, by the name of #the Philsf:pber.
His poems are elegant and lLively, and one of
them, on the depariure of bis friends, would fuit
our language admirably well, but is too long to
be inferted in this cllay. The Indians are foft
and voluptuous, but artful and infincere, at leaft
to the Europeans, whom, to fay the truth, they
have had no great reafon of late years to admire
for the oppolite virtues: but they are ford of
poetry, which they learned from the Perfians,
and may, perhaps, before the clofe of the cen-
tury, be as fond of a more formidable art, which
they will learn from the Englifb.

I muft requeft, that, In beftowing thefe praifes
on the writings of Afir, | may not be thought
to derogate from the merit of the Greek and
Latin poems, which have juftly been admired
in every age; yet I cannot but think that our
European poetry has fubfifted too long on the

L3 perpetual
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ual repetition of the fame images, and
inceffant allufions to the fame fables: and it has
been my endeavour for feveral years to inculcate
this truth, that, if the principal writings of the
Afiaticks, which are repofited in our publick
hibraries, were printed with the ufual advantage
of notes and illuftrations, and if the languages
of the Eaflern nations were ftudicd in o great
*feminaries of learning, where every other branch
of ufefol knowled%e is taught to perfeftion, 2
new and ample field wonld be opencd for fpe-
culation ; we fhould have a more cxtenfive -
fight into the hiftory of the human mind; we
thould be furnithed with a new fet of images
and fimilitndes ; and a numbear of excellent com-
pofitions would be brought to light, which fu-
ture fcholars might explain, and futurc poets
might imitate,

Adver-



Advertifement,

HE greatefi part of the follosoing Piece was
defigned to be ad .ed o 2 Grammar of the
Perfian langu .ge, which was printed in 1771 ;
but, as it wes prevented from feeing the bt at
thit time, 3t s bere inferted, after the diféourfe
on Eaflern Pectry, lo cump’ete this Mifeellany of
Perfian Literature, Iz might eafil, bave been
Jwelled into a lurger treatsfe, by adding more
coprous extracls from the Perlian w iters, bolh ia
. profe and werfe s buty as the chonge of fiyle may
o be feen as well m ten drves as in a thoufund, it
Jeemed equally ufcful ond ] [t oflentations, to ex-
bibst only a few chofen [pecimens from the beft
aurbors, and cbicfly from th: Paets, who, in all
nations, bave taken the greatefl pains ta barmonize
and improve their language.



THE

HISTORY

OF THE

PERSIAN LANGUAGE.

OST of my readers will apprehend, that,
in attcmpting to trace the progrefs of
the Perfian languoge, through a period

of two thonfind years, Iam ente:ing inwo 2 {ab-
ject, which will aford them -~eirae. an .fement
nor inftruclion, and can be  -zeable coly to
thoft few men, who apply themiel. s riv 1 he ob-
fcérer branches of literature, and have veoy litte
intercomrfe with the refl of mankind. The title
of my piecc fecrns, indeed, to give a rcafonable
ground for their apprebenfions; and the tranfi-
tion appears rather abrupt, from the hiftory of
Monarchs to t’e bif»ry of mere words, and from
the revolutions ot the Perfian Empire to the
variations of the Perfan idicm : but it fhall be my
endeavour to remove, as far as poffible, the dry-
nefs of the fubjett, I:K interfperfing the narrative
with a variety of Ealtern anecdotes; and, as to
the fecond objeftion, it may be alledged, that
a confiderable change in®the language of any nation
15 ufually effelted by a change in the government;
fo that literary and civil bifiory are very nearly
allied, and may often be ufed with advantage to
prove and ill ¢ one another,

The
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The Hiftory of the Perfian tongue may be
divided into four perieds, like that of the Empire;
not that the language was immediately altered
upon every revolution of the fiate, but it is ob-
fervable, that, nader each Dynafty of which we
have any monoments remainirg, there was an
apparent change in the dialect of the kingdom,
cipecially nnder the two laft, namely, the Sqfu-
nian and Mobammedan dvnaftics : and thefe, in-
deed, are the only perods, of which we can
fpeak with any degree of certainty.

I¢ 35 natural to fuppofe, that, in the infancy
of the Perfian Epire, uader Crisimaras and his
defcendants, no great pains were takea to culi-
vate and polith the Ianguage, whichin that rude
age muft needs be thought fufliciently elegant,
if 1t were fufliciently clear and intclligible ; and
we are affured by Herodotus, that, cven after
the reign of CYRUS, the whole cducation of
the Perfian yeuth, from the aze of frve years fo
twenty, confified sn three peints only, riding,
threwing the ﬁaw]in, and the practice of moral
wirtue ; which account is alfo confirmed by
Xenophon. The ftory mentioned by Dicdorus of
the old volumes of parchment, cn which the FPerfians
were obliged by a certain law to write the annals of
their country, was probably invented by Creffas,
that he might give an air of authenticity to
his impertinent lgl:blcs; for fuch literary impof-
tures were as frequent among the Greeks, as
among us, who imitate the Ancicnts in nothing
but their failings. We arc far from contendinF,
however, that the ancient Perfians, efpecially
thofe of the fecond period, were entire firangers ta
the art of compofition either in verfe or profe 3
for there never was a nation fo rude and un-

polithed,
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polithed, who had not a cultom of cclebrating
the noble afls of their anceflors, and inciting one
another by fongs and pancgyricks to an imitation of
their virtue 3 and Strabe, a very different author
from Diedorus, aflerts, that the Perfians ufed
Jrequently to fing the praifes of their ancient Heroes
and Demigods, fometimes with a mufical infirument,
and fumetimes with the woice alone : but what their
lanﬁage rcally was, what were their rules of
verfification, or what was the courle of their
fludies, no mortal can pretend to know with
any thzadow of exadnefs.

‘The Greek 1aftorians can give us no light on
this fubjeét; for ncither Themiffceles, who fpoke
the dialect of Pe;fu bke a native, thongh he had
ipent only one year in learning it ¥, nor even
Aencplon, whole intimacy with the yousnger Cyrus
could not hive been contracted without a know-
ldge of his langnage, feem to have read the
works of the Perfigns, or even to have known
their characters; but were perhaps contented to
exprets their feniiments in Perfirz with eafe and
fluency. Nor are we much enlightencd by the
writers after dlexander ; not even by thoie, who
have ducribed the life of that Hero: for Cur-
tiws, who compiled his rhetorical Hiftory from
the Greek authos, feems to have known as little
of Perfiun as of Scvithjan, though he drefies u
2 number of fpeeches for the chiefs of tho
nations, which certaiply were never {poken by
them. A few wonds, indeed, are here and there

* Fhemifiacks ompe illud tempus {anui unius fpatiom)
literis fermonique Perfarwm dedit, quibus aded eruditus eft,
ut muktd commodids dicatur apud Regem verba feciffe, quim
ki poterant, qui in Perfide erant natis  Corw, Nep. in Themifh.

mer-
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inter{jn'crfed in thefe hiftorics, which are ftill
ufed in the modern idiom of Perfia ¥; but we
can no more form an idea of a2 whole langunage
from a lift of broken phrafes or detached epi-
thets, than we can judge of a pocm or picce of

oratory, from an unconneiled line or a fingle
member of a period.

Since the Greeks afford us 1o little information,
nothing remains but to confult the Perfians
themielves ; and the great Trayeller Chardia,
whom every Oricntalift muft always mention
with reverence, feems to have enquired soery
diligently into the ancient langnoge of the
people, among swhom he rcfided fo lung, and
wiofe manners he deferibes with fo mucn co-

* ‘Thus Roxana, Siatira, Parifatis, fcem to be eorrnpted
from Rofan k‘.)"";." 4 ) Sitéra ‘?JLL"‘ Parizada o2 T
wkich fignify, Spladid, a Star, Angel-born.  Pafar;adis, or,
@ Prince of the Blod, appears to be compounded of Pifir
oy 4 Child, and oS Gada, a How™ : i. e. a child of
the R.yal Family. To this we may add, 1. that dre or 4rd O}
which begins many Psfias names, fignifies Serong; as Ar-
defbir, Artaxerxe-, }Am O J| ot, Thbe firong Lion, Ardevin

or Ardebaw L.JL.JQ _}' Fhe flrong Guard, &c. z. that the
termination dates, us Mirbridaes, &c. is the Perfian dad OO

snd anfwers to the dwg® of thg Greeks, a8 “Egudluall-, and
the like. If it were poffible to recover 3 whole Gatalogne
of thefe old Perfur names, fuch an enquiry would be lirtle
more than learned trifling ; for to colleét a number of fulitary
words, withous any books which they might enable us to
read, would be like procuring at random a multitede of keys,
withour any cafket which they might help us to anlock,

piouinefs
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pioufnefs and learning : but he declares, after
all his refearches, « That the old Perfian is a
“ language entirely loft; in which no books are
¢ extant, and of which there are no rudiments
remaining : that the Guebres, who are the
remains of the Parfis, or Adorers of Fire, have
an idiom peculiar to themfelves; which is
fuppofed, by the Perfians in general, to be
rather a jargon of their own, than a part of
their atcient tongue : that, if you believe
their own account, the Magi, who refided at
Tezd in Carmania, have preferved this lan-
guage from father to fon, after the diffolution
of their Monarchy; but that, for his part,
he has found no reafon to give any credit to
their ftory : that they have, indeed, fome
books in ftrange charzflers, but he cannot
« perfuade himfelf that they are old Perfian
« letters ; cfpecizlly, fince they bear ro kind of
< refemblarce to thofe on the famous monu-
“ ments at Perfepolis” The authority of this
excellent writer is decifive, and puts an end at
once to the controverfy lately ftarted, concern-
ing the anthenticity of the bocks aferibed to
Zorsafler, which a French adventurer, who tranf
lated tlem from the tranflation of a certain Giply
at Suzrat, has had the boldnefs to fend abroad as
genuine : but, to aveid any fufpicion of mifre-
prefenting the paflage, it fcems neceflary to
tranferibe the very words of Sir Fobn Chardin,
which the reader may fec at the bottom of the
page *. From this we may reafonably concipﬁe,

that

[13
[13
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(13

* Quand 2 Vanciex Perfar, c'cft tne langue perdué; oa
a’en trouve ui livres ni rudimens. Les Gaébros, qui font Jes
refles des Perfér ot Iynicoler, qui fe perpetuent de pere cn fils

Acwnin
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that the gibberith of thofc fwarthy vagabonds,
whom we often fee brooding over a miferable
fire under the hedges, may as well be taken for
old Egyptian, and the be, s themfelves for the
priefts of Ifis, as the jugglers on the coaft of Indiz
for the dilciples of Zoroafler, and their bar-
barous dialeft for the ancient language of Perfa.
But let the rofy-cheeked Frenchman, to give him
his own Epithet, reft happy in the contempla-
tion of bis perfonal beauty, and the vaft extent of
bis learning : it is {ufhcient for us to have ex-
pofed his follies, dete@ted his impofture, and
retorted his inveétives, without infulting a fallen
adverfary, or attempting, like the Hero in Dry-
den’s Ode, to flay the flain.

We have no genuine accounts then of the
Perfian language till the time of the §ASS4-
NIAN kings, who flourithed from the gpening ef
the third century to the middle of the feventh; in
which period an Academy of Phyfick was
founded at Gandifapor, a City of Kborafan, and,
as it gradually declined from its original infii-

depuis 12 deftroftion de leur Monarchie, ont un Idiome par-
ticulier ; mais on le croit plGtét wm jargom gue lour ancienne
langne. Is difent que les Prétres, qui fe tiennent i Yexd,
ifle de la Caramaxie, qui et lpur Pirée et lear princiPalc
place, fe font tranfmis cette langue jufqu’ ici par tradition,
¢t de main en main ; mais gnelque recherche que j’en aie
fait, je n’ai rien trouvé, qui me pét perfuader cela, Ces
Guebres ont i la verite des livres en caralleres et en mots
inconnus, dont les figures tirent affez fur celles des langues,
qui nous font le plus conpuds ; mais je ne faurois croire que
ee foit 13 Pancien Perfan, d’autant plns que le caraltére,
dont j’ai.parlé, eft entiérement different de celui des in-
feriptions de Perfapelis.  Je donnerai des eZyper de I'on et de
Vautre caraélere, dans la defeription du fameux monament
qui refie en ce licn-Ji. Cmaxwiw, Tom. V. Chap. IIL
tution,

Rl
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tution, it became a fchool of poetry, rhetorick,
dialectick, and the sbftia@ fciences. In this
excellent feminary the Perfian tongue could not
fail of being greatly refined, and the rufticity
of the old idiom was fucceeded by a pure and
elegant dialett ; which, being conftantly fpoken
at the court of Bebardm Gir in the year 351,
acquired the name of Deri, or, Courtly, to dif-
tinguifh it from the Pebleri, or, Language of the
Ceuntry.

It muft not, however, be imagined, that the
ufe of the ancient dialedt was wholly fuperfeded
by this more polithed idiom ; for feveral com-
pofitions in Peblewi were extant cven after M-
bemed, which appcar to have been written by
order of the Sgffanian Princes. Anujfbirvan, for-
named The Fuff, who reigned at the clofe of the

. fixth century, having heard from fome travellers,
that the ndian Monarchs had a colleTion of moral
Jfables, which they preferved with great care
among their archives, fent his chief Phyfician
Barzueh into India, with orders to make him-
felf mafter of the Sanfirit langnage, and not to
return without a tranilation of thofe fables.
Thefz orders were pun&tually executed; Bar-
zuieh learned the Indian tongue, and, having at
2 great expence procured a copy of the book,
tranflated it into the Pebkvian diale’t: about an
hondred and forty years after, his work was
turned from 'Pehlevi into Arabick, by order of
Almanfur, fecond Calif of the Abbafides; and
this is the volume which we fee in every lan-
guage of Europe, under the name of Caltle wa
Demna, or, The [ab:’er of Pilpay. There isa fine
copy of the Arabick verfion in the publick library
at Oxford 3 and if the work of Barziich cou‘!,c:
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be found, we, fhould .be enabled to recover a
confiderable part of the old Perfian language;
the fame, perhaps, which was fpoken in 2be fecond

period by Themifiocles and Xenopbon.

In the reign of Anufbirvén, who protefted the
arts and fciences in his own dominions, MAHO-
MED was borny who, by the force of his Elo-
quence, and the fuccefs of his Arms, eftablithed
a mighty Empire, and fpread his new religion
from the wilds of Arabiz, to the mountains of
Tartary and the banks of the Ganges : but, what
belongs more particularly to the firthjeét of this
difcourle, be polifbed the langa?ge of bis country,
and brought it to 3 degree of purity and ele-

ce, which no Adrabian writer fince 'his time

as been able to furpafs. The battle of Cadeffia
in the year 656 gave the laft blow to the Perfian
Monarchy ; and the whole E.apire of Iranwas’
foon reduced under the power of the firk Me-
hemedan Dynafty, who fixed the feat of their
government in Bagdad, where the Arabick lan-
guage was {poken, for many ages, in its utmoft
perfection : but the ancient literature of Perfra,
which had been promoted by the family of Saffan,
was exprefsly difcouraged by the immediate fuc-
ceflors of Makomed, for a reafon, which it is

proper to explain.

At the time when the dlcoren was firft pub-
Iithed in Arabia, a mérchant, who had lately
returned from a long journey, brought with him
fome Perfian romances, which he interpreted to
his countrymen, who were extremely d:lighted
with them, and ufed to fay openly, that the
Sories of griffons and giants were more amufing fo
them than the moral leffons of Malomed : part of

4 0 .o & chapter
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a chapter in the Alcorep was immediately written,
to fiop the progrefs of thefe opinions ; the mer-
chant was feverely reprimanded ; his tales were
treated as pernicious fables, batefu! to God and
bis prophet ; and Omar, from the fame motive of
policy, dctermined to deftroy all the foreign
books which fhould fall into his hands. Thus
the idle loguacity of an Arabian traveller, by
fetting his legencﬁ: ig comPetition with the pre-
cepts of a powerful Lawgiver, was the canfe of
that enth in the Mabomedans, which in-
duced them to burn the famous library of Alex-
andria, and the records of the Perfian Empire.

One book, however, befides the fables of Pils
{My, ¢fcaped the fury of thefe unmerciful zea-
ots : it was an Hiflory of Perfia in the Pehlevian
diale&t, extraéted from the Saflanian annals, and
cpmpofed, it is belicved, by the command of
Anufbirvan. Seaad, one of Omar’s Generals, found
this volume, after the vidtory at Cadefia, and
preferved it for himfelf as a curiofity : it paffed
afterwards through feveral hands, and was at
length tranflated into fome other languages of
Afia *,

It was a Jong time before the native Perfans
could rccover from the fhock of this violent
revolution ; and their Junguage feems to have
been very little cultivated under the Califs, who

ve greater encouragement to the literature of
the Arabians : but, when the power of the 4b-
bafides began to declive, and a number of inde-

* This fory is mentioned in the life of the Poct Fordyf,
prefixed to an edition of his works.

M pendent
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pendent Princes arofe in the diflerent provinces
of their empire, the arts of tlegance, and chiefly
Poetry, revived in Perfia, and there was hardly
a Prince, or Governor of a city, who had not
feveral poets and men of letters in his traia.
The Perfian tongue was confequently reftored in
the tenth century ; but it was very different from
the Deri or Peblevi of the Ancients : it was
mixed with the words of the Aicoran, and with
expreflions from the Adrabian Poets, whom the
Perfians confidered as their mafters, and afeted
to imitate in their poetical meafures, and the
turn of their verfes.

That the learned reader may have 2 juft no-
tion of this mbw idiom, it feems neceflary, firft
to produce afpecimen of pure drabick, and, after-
wards, of the pure# Perfian that can be found;
by which means he will form a more accurate
judgement of the modern Perfick, in which botlr

guages are perfeétly incorporated.

The following Ode wds written by a native
of Damafcus : it contains a lively defcription of
an Eaflern Banguet ; and moft of the conplety
are highly elegant in the original. :

Jion Tl aw Lo ol W
LS e, Ul (ppads
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that is; ¢ We have a banquet, infe which
« {orrow cannot enter, and from which mu:th
« can never depart. It comprifes every fpecies
« of Beauty ; and he, who fecks .the joys of
% life, cannot 1ife beyond it. A fprightly Song

M 2 ©“ gives
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giv.cs morc pleafure to vouth than Riches ¥ :
here the ftream of life is unfvllied, and all
our carcs are difperfed. Here the mildnefs
of our gentle darling gives eafe to our love;
and herc the timid dervife becomes an Apof-
tate from his faith., We have a bower, on
which the dew-drops fparkle; and in which
the breeze becomes feented with the fragrance
of mulk. You fee the vartous blofloms, which
refemble ftars blazing and glittering in the
firmament. Here the wonderful beantics of
the flowers, among which are the narciffus
and the violet, bring the fair objefts of mly
love to my remembrance. You would think
you faw mv beloved looking mildly on you
vith herdt, tender, languithing eye: a
nymph, in whom cvery charm and every per-
fection 15 collected 5 whofe cusled locks han,
always dangling, black as the fcorpion, cv
the mace of ebony (woith which the Afiaticks
Serihe an ivory ball in cne of their faourite plays, )
the pomc%rranatc brings to my mind the blufhes
of my beloved, when her checks are coloured
with a modecft refentment.  Our cups are fuch
as our fouls defire ; they fecm, to be filled
with the fireams of friendthip and cheerful-
nefs. The goblets and vafes of Ching appear
to my fight, like the ftars of hcaven thining
in the Zediack”

I might here have feledted a more ancient

example of drabick, either from the poets before
Mabomed, or from the illuftrions .4bu Temdm,

® The fame word Ghana in Arabick fignifies both Singing

aud Wealth,

who
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who flourithed in the sinth century %5 but the
language has remained unaltered from the earlielt
antiquity to the prefent time, and it would not
have been ealy, without a number of notes, to
have madc an ancient QOde intelligible in a literal
tranflation.

The oldeft Perfian poems, which have come
to my knowledge, are thofe of FERDUSI, of
which it will not be impreper to give a fhort
account, as far as they relate to my prefent fub-
ject.

At the clofe of the tenth, and sbcginning of
the eleventh centuries, Tlahmud wéf¥ned in the
cigy of Gazna : he was fupreme ruler of Zable-
A3¥7, and part of Khorafan, and had penetrated
very far into Judia, where by this time the rcli-
glon and language of the drabs and Perfians had
begun to prevall.  Several poets were enter-
tained in the palace of this Monarch, among
whom was FERDUSI, a native of Tus or Mefbed.
"This mait lewrned man, happening to find a copy
of the old Pe fian Hiffory above-mentioned, read
it with cagernefs, and found it involved in fables,
but bearing the marks of high antiquity: the
moft ancient part of it, and principally the war
of dfrafiab and Kinfru, or Cyrus, feemed to afford
an cxccllent fubject for an Heroick Pocm, which

® Abu Timam publithed an excellent Arrholigia of Arabick
verfes, enutled Hamife, of which he gave a copy to an
A% arich Prince, who prefented him in rerorn with fv: thugfad
porcer of gold, and made him st she fume time this clegant

scmplimert, G_G.aﬂ, O )_)J L f’l My prefnt is bfe
walually thag thy poums.

[N ] ’Mg . he
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he accordin§ly began to compole. Some of his
.epifodes and defcriptions were thown to the Sul-
tan, who commended them exgeedin ly, and
ordered him to comprife the whole E;ﬂa of
Perfia in a feries of Epick poems. The poet vbey-
ed ; and, after the happieft exertion of his fancy
and art for near tharty years, he finifhed his
work, which contained fixty thoufand couplets
in rhyme, all highly polithed, with the {punit of
our Dryden and the fweetnefs of Pope. He
prefented an elegant tranfcript of his book to
Mabmud, who coldly applauded bis diligence, and
difmiffed Lim. Many months elapfed, and Fer-
dufi heard gg more of his work : he then took
occafion t jud the King of it by fome littlc
epigrams, which he contrived to let fall'in the
palace; bat, where an Epick poem had taili
what cffect could be expected from an Epigram?
Atlength the rewand came ; which confifted orly
of as many {fmall picces of moncy, as there were
couplets in the volume, The high-minded Poct
could not brook this infult: he retired to his
clufet with bitternefs in his heart: where lc
wrote a moft notle and animated inveétive
againft the Sultan, which he fealed up, and de-
Evered to a Courtier, wha, as he had reafon to
fufpett, was his greateft enemy, afuring him,
that it was a diverting tale, and requeiting him
to give it to Makmud, when any affair of jlate or
bad fuccefs in war fonuld make bim more uneafy and
JPlenetick than ufual *, Having thus piven vent
’ to

]
¥ See a wanilation of this Satire in 2 Trearif ox Oricaral
Poctry, addel to the Life of Nader Shab in Freweh, Vol II,
page 283, This poem is not unlike the Xdpree of The-
gritusy who, like the impetuous Ferdyf, had dared to expofe
) . 3 [ [ *?
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to his juft indignation, he left Gazna in the
night, and took refuge in Bagdad, where the
Calif protefted him from the Su(lgtan of Zablefian,
;vho demanded him in a furious and menacing
eiter. :

The work of Ferdufi remains entire, a glorious
monument of Eaftern genius and learning ;
wkhich, if ever it fhould be generally underftood
in_its original language, will contelt the merit
of invention with™ Homer himfelf, whatever be
thought of its fubje® or the arrangement of its
incidents. An ex...ct from this poem will ex-
hibit a fpecimen of the Pz ez tongue, very
little adulterated by a mixtuie wj e drebick,
and, in all prabability, approaching nearly to
-5? diale¢t ufed in Peifiz in the time of Alrhe-
, #8d, who almi-ed it for its evirene foftzefs, and
was heard to fay, #hct it would be fpoken on that
account in the gardens of Paradije.

Qujy ¢y & (e S (K
O 8L Jo de S ol yfys”

the vices of a low.minded Ring, The Perfian poet has this
coaplet in s Sutize,

o Sl 0w St S
o e op b o=

that is 3 Hud I writtes as many wertr és praift of Mahomed
and Al, a5 1 bove compofed for Kimg Mahmid, they nopald
bawe powered on hundred Hefings on ree. A thought like that
of Shakefpeare in Hulfey’s celebrated {peech :

Had I bat Jirard my God wwith balf the weal

1 forisd my King, be wosld not m nine age

Hawe lft e naked te mint enemics, Hew. VHI.

M4 &>
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' Ml i gps L0
that is; ¢ Sceft thou yonder plain of various
« colours E( Perf. red and grey); by which the
¢ heart of a valiant man may be,filled with
¢ delight ? It is entirely covered with groves
¢ and gardens and flowing rivulets ; it isa place
% belonging to the abode of Heroes. The
« ground is perfect filk, and the air is fcented
* with mutk : you would fay, Rt rofe-water
% cwbich glides between the banks ? The ftalk of
sthe lily bends under the weight of the flower;
i")and the whole grove is ed with the
%, fragrance of the rofe-bufh, The pheafant walks
¢« gracefully among the flowers ; the dove and
¢ nightingale warble from the branches of the
« cyprefs. From the prefent time to the lateft
“ age, may the edge of thofe banks refemble
« the bowers of Paradife! There you will fee,
¢ on the plains and hills, 2 company of damfels,
“ beautiful as fairies, fitting cheerfully on every
¢« fide, There Manmizha, daughter of Afrafiab,
« makes the whole garden blaze like the Sun,
« Sitara, his fecond daughter, fits exalted like
“ a Queen, encircled by her damiels, radiant
“ in glosy. The lovgly maid is an ornament to
« the >lains ; her beauty fullies the rofe and the
¢ jafmine. With themn are many Zurkifb girls,
s all with their faces veiled ; all with then bodies
« taper as a cyprefs, and locks black as mufk s
¢ all with cheeks full of rofes, with eyes full of
< fleep ; all with lips fweet as wine, and frag.ant
4 & as
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« as role-water. If we go near to that bower,
% and turn afide for a fingle day, we may take
“ feveral of thofe lovely nymphs, and bring
% them to the noble Cyrus.”

This is of a fpeech by a young amorons
Hero, the plg::i: of Ferdz;ﬁ',b\{rhoyggdgrcafon to
nt of his adventure with the daughter of
Afrafiab, for he, was made captive by the Turis,
and confined in 2 difinal prifon, till ke was de-
livered by the valour of Rofam.

Of thefe two languages was formed the mo-
dern diale® of Perfta, which, being fpoken in
its greateft Whrity by the natives of Pars or Far-
JSiffan, acquired the name of Parfi *; though it
is even called Deri by Hafex in the followl
couplet ; <
Ll ¢ <! MJ)s Cals cawlods e

that is; * While the nightingale, O Hafe,
¢ makes a boaft of his eloquence, do thou leflcn
* the value of his lays by finging thy Perfien
% (Derr) firains,”

Nearly in the fame sge with Ferdufi, the
great dbul Ofa, fornamed Aléme from his blind-
nefs, publithed his excellent Odes in Arabick, in
which he profefledly imitated the pocts be-
fore Mabamed, This writer had fo Bourifhing
a reputation, that {everal Perfians of uncommon

b ol
b oY gesing
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genius were ambitious of learning the Art of
Poetry from {o able an infbruétor : his moft
illoftrious fcholavs were Feledi and Kbakani *,
who were no lefs eminent for their Perfion com-
pofitions, than for their fkill in every branch of
pure and mixed Mathematicks, and particularly
mn Aftronomy ; a firiking proof, that a fublime
Poet may become a mafter of any kind of learn-
ing which he chufes to profefs ; fince 2 fine ima-
gination, a lively wit, an eafy and copious ftyle,
cannot pofiibly obftrué the acquifition of any
fcience whatever, but muft neceffarily affift him
in his ftudies, and fhorten his laboyr. Both
thefe poets were prote@ted by Manucheber, Prince
of Shirvan; but Khakini was alwéys averfe to
the pleafurable and difipated life of a Court, fo
%t the Prince was obliged to detzin khim by
dMce in his palace, and ad&tually confined him
for fome time in prifon, left he thould find {ome
opportunity of eicaping,

The works of thefe authors are not very
fcarce ; but it feems needlefs to give any ex-
tradts from them, which would fwcl this dif-
courfe to an immoderate length : it will be fuf-
ficient to fay, that, in this and the feliseving cen-
tury, the Perfian language became aitogether
mixed with drabick; not that the pure fiyle of
the ancients was wholly obfolete, bLut it was the
fathion among the Perfians to interweave Ara-
bian phrafes and verfes into their poems, not by
way of quotations, but as material parts of a
fentence. Thus in the following diftich,

[

S
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The phontom of ber, whofe beauty gives brightnefs
to the fhades, appeared to me af wight : 1 woendered
at the kindnefs of Fortune, and faid, Whence came
this profperity *~the firft line 1s pure Arabick in
the ftyle of the ancient poets.

This elegant tetraftich is of the fame kind :

Gagd 7l (50 Du Sl g0

("*ﬁ“*‘.’ .
2 ol Gl
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(SNU Lelys ‘)a.;)q ol rL_u_JH (s
e

In this manfor of darknefs, bow long mupt 1 fit
expelting my beloved s one while with my finger on
my teeth, one while with my bead bent on my knee?

me, O fortunate cup-bearer, bring we the tidings
of joy : who knows but my days may again be pro-
Jperous, as they were before? Where tic Iaft line
18 taken from an Ode in the Hamafa of Abu Te-
mdm, which begins,

! o1 Wiy JBS (i o6 Uik
We
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We pardemed the fons of Dhohal, and jaid, The.

iribe are our brothers, ,

At the opening of ' rewelfth century lived
Apvert, a native of Abiurd in Khorafan, whofe
adventures deferve to be elated, as they will
thow in what high efteem the polite arts were
held in -Afia, at the time when learning firft
began to dawn in Europe. dnveri, when he was
very young, was fitting at the gate of his col-
lege, when 2 man richly drefled rode by him on
a hne drabian horfe, with 2 numerous train of
attendants ; upon his afking whs it was, be was
told, that i was a Peet belonging to the Court.
When Anveri reflecied on the honours conferred
upon Poetry, for which art he had a very early
“ent, he applied himfelf to it more ardently

® & ‘ever, and, having finilhed a poem, pre-
1t ...kd it to the Sultan. This was a prince of
the Selfulian dynafty, named Sanar, a great
admirer of the fine arts: he approved the work
of Anveri, whom he invited to his palace, and
raifed him even to the firlt honours of the ftatc.
e found many other poets at court, among
whom were Sefman, Zebir, and Refbidi *, all
men of wit and genius, but each eminent in 2
different way ; the firft for the delicacy of his
Lyrick x'crfgs, the fecond, for the moral ten-
dency of his pocms, and the third, for the
chaftity of his compofitions; a virtue, which
his predeceflors and contemporaries were oo
apt to neglet.

But of all the cities in the Perfian Empirs,
nonc has given birth to more excellent poets

* waLeu )éWL" and C,S"\?%‘J chas
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than Shiraz ; which my noble and learned
friend Baron Rpvizés, juitly calls ¢ the Athens
“ of Perfia®*.” 8§A4DI, a native of this city,
flourithed in the thirteenth century, when the
Atabegs of Parfifan encouraged men of learning
in their principality : his lite was almoflt wholly
fpent in travel ; but no man, who enjoyed the
greatcft leifure, ever left behind him more
valuable fruits of his genius and indufiry.
A finc manufcript, about two hundred years
old, was latcly put into my hands, containing a
complete colleftion of his works ; among which
are feveral picces, both in verfe and profe,
which have never been mentioned by the
Scholars of Furope. The following extrat from
his Guliffan, or Bed of Rufes, will thow how the
Perfian” and Arabick langpages were mixed to-
gether in his age: %

X
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that is; ¢« My companion oft reproaches me
% for my love of Leila. Will he pever behold
¢ her
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% her charms, that my excufe may be accepted?
“ Would to heaven, that they, who blame me
¢ for my paffion, could fee thy face, O thou
¢ ravither of hearts! that, at the fight of thec,
“ they might be confounded, and inadvertently
% cut their heads inflead of the fruit, which
¢« they hold*. Thou haft no compaffion for
“ my diforder: my companion fhould be
« affficted with the fame malady, that I might

<« fit all day repeating my tale to him ; for two

% pieces of wood burn together with a brighter
« flame. The fong of the turtle dove pafles
“ not enobferved by my ear; and if the dove
¢ could hear my firain, fhe wounld join her
¢ complaints with mine. O my friends, fay to
% them, who are free from love, Ab, we wifk
 you knew, swhat paffes in the heart of a foyers
¢ The pain of illncfs affefts not them, who_are
* in health: I will not difclofe my grief butto
% thofe, who have tafted the fame afflicbon.
¢ It were fruitlels to talk of an hornet to them,
« who never felt its fting, While thy mind is
< not affeGted like mine, the relation of my
% forrow fcems only an idle tale, Compare not
“ my anguith to the cares of another man;
“ he only holds the falt in his hand, butitis],
“ who bear the wound ir my body.”

The fame city bad'the honour of producing,
in the fourteentls century, the moft elegant Lyric
Poet of 4fia, Shemfeddin, furnamed HAFEZ ; on
whofe life and productions it is the lefs neceffary
to expatiate, becanfe the Baron before-mentioned
has exhaufied the fubject in bis fpecimen of Perfian

* Alluding ta a ftory it the Lleran.
) Poetry,
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Poetry, and will, it is to be boped, be perfuaded
to complete that moft learned work, in the
fhort intervals of leifure, which his important
affairs will allow him. It will be fully fuflicient,
therefore, to tranfcribe two of his Gazals or
Anacreontick Odes ; the firflt of which was chofen,
on account of the Arabick verfes interwoven in
it, and thcfecond for its exquifite beauty, which
makes it 2 genuine example of the true birazian

dialect.
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A PXRSIAN SONG.

“ HE dawn advances veiled with rofes.
w“ Bring the morning d:aught, my friends,
¢ the morning draught! The dew-drops trickle
“ over the cheek of the tulip. Bring the wine,
“ my dear companions, bring the wine! A gale
“ of paradife breathes from the garden: drink
% then inceffantly the pure wine. 'l%ac rofe fpreads
% her emerald throne in the bower. Reach the
“ liquour, that fparkles like a Haming rnby.
¢ Are they fhll fhut up in the banquet-houle?
“ Open, O thou keeper of ‘the gate. It is
“ ftrance, at fuch a fealon, that the door of the
“ tavern thould be locked. Oh, haiften! O thou,
“ who art in love, drink wine with eagernefs ;
* and you, who are endued with wildom, offer
“ your vows to Heaven. Imitate Hafez, and
‘ drink kifles, fweet as wine, from the check of
* a damfel, fair as a2 nymph of paradife.”
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Another, by the fame.

ISE, boy; for the cup of the tulip is

full of wine. When will this ftriGtnefs
end? how long will thefe fcruples laft? No
more of this pride and difdain ; for time has
feen the crown of Cefar humbled, and the
diadem of Cyrus bent to the ground. Oh!
be wife ; for the bird of the morning is in-
toxicated with love. Oh, awake! for the
fleep of eternity is juft before you. How
gracefully thon moveft, O fweet branch of
a vernal plant! May the cold wind of December
never nip thy bnds! There is no reliance on
the favours of Fortune or her deceitful fmiles.
Oh! wo to him, who thinks himfelf fecure
from her treachery. To-morrow, perhaps,
the fitream of Cuther, and the girls of
paradife will be prepared for uss but to-
day alfo let us enjoy a damfel bright as the
moon, and quaff the wine from the full
cup. The Zephyr (Ssb2) reminds us of our
youth (Szbi;) bring us the wine, boy, which
may re our fouls, and difpel our forrow.
¢ Admire not the fplendour and dignity of
the rofe; for the wind will foon fcatter all
her leaves, and fpread them beneath our feet.
Bring a larger cup to the memory of Hatem
Tai ¥ ; that we may fold up (Ta7) the gloomy
volume of thofe, who want generofity. This

* An Lralian Prince, colebrated for hia extreme libera-

tisy.

& wine,
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wine, which gives a lively tint to the drgavan,
(s puzk Jower) communicates its fweet na-
ture from my beloved’s cheek to her heart.
Attend ; for the muficians of the hower have
begun their concert, joining the motes of
the lute and harp to tl'le melody of the dul-
cimer and flute. Bring thy Sofa into the
garden, for, like aftive attendants, the cyprefs
ftands before us, and the green reed has tucked
up his girdle. O Hafez, the fame of thy
fwect alluring forcery has reached from the
extremity of Ref and Rém, to the limits of
China and Egypt.”

h h RN

There is nothing, which affords a flronger
progf of the excellence of the Perfian tongue,
tlan, that it remained uncorrupted after the
irruption of the Tartars, who, at different times,
and under various leaders, made themfclves
mafters of Perfia; for the Tartarian princes, and
chielly Tamerlane, who was a patron of Hafez,
were fo far from difcouraging polite letters, like
the Goths and Huns, that they adopted even the
langnage and religion of the conquered country,
and promoted the fine arts with a boundlefs mu-
nificence : and one of them, who founded the
Mogul Empive in Hindgflan, introduced the
Perfian literature into his dominions, where it
fiourithes to this day; and all the letters from
the Indian governors are written in the lan-

age (I do not fay, in the fiyle) of Sadi. The
%rk: emfelves improved their harfh dialet
by mixing it with the Perfian; and Mabomed 11,
who took Confantinople in the middle of the fifteenth
Century, was a proteftor of the Perfian poets:
among thefe was Noureddin FAMI, whofe poem
on the loves of Jofeph end Zelikba is one of the

N 3 fineft
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fineft compofitions I ever read. The following
4{:11cfcnpnon will ferve asa fpecimen of his elegant
yle:
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¢ In the morning, when the raven of night
¢ had flown away, “the bird of dawn began to
 {ing: the nightingales warbled their enchant-
“ ing notes, and rent the thin veils of the rofe-
“ bud and the rofc: the jafmine ftood bathed ip

“ dew,
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* dew, and the violet alfo {prinkled his fraivmt
* locks. At this time Zefikba was funk in
¢ pleafing flumber ; her hearf was turned to-
“ wards the altar of her {acred vilion *. It was
“ not flecp; it'was rather a confufed idea: it
 was a kind of phrenzy caufed by her nightly
“ melancholy. Her damfels touched her feet
¢ with their faccs; her maidens approached,
“ and kiffed her hand. Then fhe removed the
¢ veil from her cheek, like a tulip befprinkled
“ with dew ; fhe opened her eyes, yet dim with
¢ fleep. From the border of her mantle the
¢ fun and moon ainfe ; fhe raifed her head from
¢ the couch, and looked around oun every

¢ fide.”?

This peem contains about four thoufand cou-
‘]‘;lcts, and dcferves to be tranflated into every
Lugopean languagc: though 1 thall have neither
time nor inclination to tranflate it myfelf, yet I
may perhaps be induced, fome years hence,
to prefent the Otiginal to the learmed world,
which any man, who has the advantage of
greater leifure, may take the pains to inter-
pret.

In the fame Century with Yami, flourithed a
poet named CATEBI, who was highly honoured
at the court of Mirza Jbrabim, one of Tamer-
lane’s defcendants. Mr. d° Herbelot tells a very
pleafing flory of this writer, which deferves
a place in this effay; though, in order to un-

* A metaphor taken from the cuftom, which prevails
ameng Mabomedans, of turning their faces, when they pray,
wwards the temple of Mecca.

Na derftand
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derfland it, we muft remember, that the Perfians

uently end their couplets with 2be fame word,
which is often coatinued through a long poem;
but in that cafe, the rhyme falls ugon the pre-
ceding fyllable. ¢ Catebi, fays he, having com-
<« poied anElegy, each verfe of which ended with
¢ the word, Gul, a rofe, or any flower, repeated
¢ it to the prince Jbrabim, his Patron; who,
¢ being extremely delighted with it, could not
¢ forbear interrupting him, by faying, From
« avhat borwer did this tuneful nightingale (neaning
“ the poet) take its flight ? that is, without a mc-
<« taphor, In what cfify were you born? to which
% Catebi, without hefitation, replied in a couplet
<« of the fame meafure with the poem, and with
« the fame rhyme, as if he had only continued
% to read his Elegy: *

L_ﬁ}) erJJLuJ Uh.».b’_jl JlLsﬁ#'.

s that is, Like Attar *, I came from the rofe-garden
¢ of Nifhapor; but I am only the thorn of that
“ garden, and Attir was its moff beautiful
& fower.”’

This diftich, though delivered extempore, is
at leaft equal to any of the reft in {pirit and cle-
gance. The poem confifts of about thirty-five
couplets, the firft of which is the following:

Attar a Perfian poet, author of the Pradeing,

b
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that is ; Again the rofe advances towards the
bower with an bundred leaves; like the narciffus,
it ir @ charming obfelt to every difterning eye.

In the fixteenth and feventeenth Centuries, under
the family of Seff, the Perfian langnage began to
lofe its ancient purity, and even to borrow fome
of its terms from the Turki/h, which was com-
monly fpoken at Court. As to the modem dia-
left, no fpecimen of it needs be produced, fince
thgAife of Nader Shab, which was written in

erfian about fourteen years ago, and tranflated
into French by the author of this Volume, may be
tonfulted in the original by the learned reader.
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FRENCH TRANSLATION.

EPITRE DEDICATOIRE
A SA MAJESTE

CHRETIEN VIIL

ROIpu DANNEMARK r1 02 LANORWEGUE,
&c. &c. &c.

SIRE,

NE Traduction, faite par les Ordres de
Votre Majefté, emprunte fon Iuftre des
auguftes aufpices {ous lefquels elle a été entreprife;
dagnez donc {oufitir,,que laiflant 3 mon auteur
Penthoufiafme de la flatterie oricntale, je ne fafle
mention de fon Héros que pour relever un con-
trafte qui m’a frappé."C'eft au fucceffeur 1égitime
d’une fuite de Rois, aufli anciens qu'ilinftres, que
je préfente ce NapEr Crau, ufurpateur, & d’une
origine obfcure. Le crime & la terreur con-
duifirent ¢e fameux guerrier i la fortune, par
une voie remplie d’allarmes & de dangers.
i I.’admi-
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Jadmiration & la confiance des peuples, déja
fix€es au pied du trone de Votre Majefié, lni
ouvrent une cavriere aufli brillante qu’heurenfe.

tader craignit Ia lumiere du favoir, & ticha de
détraire les fciences dans ics €fats; Votre Majefté,
véritable appréciatrice du génie, lui confiera fans

cine les annales de Son r%gnc. Il fuffira 3 Ses

iftoricns d’étre éclairés & fideles; ils ne feront
pas obligés, comme celui de Nader, de donner
z2u defirutenr le maique du conquérant; 2
V'oppreffcur ces magnifiques titres que Ia bouche
fervile accofiqe, & que lc cceur honnéte refufe a
Pinjuftice, & i'la tyranpie. Mais, Sirg, fi
d’autres ont Vhonneur d’achever le contrafte que
j’ébauche, & de faire fentir 3 la pofterité la
différence qu’il y a entre la baffeffe de 'adulation
& le pur cncens de la vérité, j’aurai du n.oins
P’avantage de les avoir dévancés dans une route,
guc Ia gloire de Votre Nom rendra fi facile,
ainfi que dans le zéle, & le trés profond refpe&t
avec lefquels je fuis,

De VoTrseE MajEsTE,

Le trés bumble &
tris obeiffant ferviteur,

WILLIAM JONES.
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Prerace a la tradu@ion Frangoife.

E T Ouvrage n’cft point entiérement in-

iy

comifi; un * Auteur Anglois, dans I’agré-* Han.

able récit de fes voiages, a fait mention d'une "%+

vie de Naper Cran, écrite en Perfan; mais, il
ajoute, qu'ileft peu probable qu’clle paroiffe jamais
en Europe. En effet, pour que J®.public fit
enrichi de ce rare préfent, il a Tallh que le deftin
lc fit tomber entre les mains d'un Roi diftingué
par fon amour pour les Belles Lettres, & par la
délicatefle de fon golit; ce qui n’étoit pas un
bonpdur facile d presoir, Chaigé par les ordres
™¢ ce Monarque de traduire & dec publier ce
manufait, je Aofirerois de mon <(té pouvoir
{ifisfaire lc '}eé".(.ur, en lui donnant une parfaite
connaiflance de Pauteur que je tradnis; mais,
mes recherchrs & cet égard aiant ¢t vaines, il
faut qu’il fe contente de mon opinion. Javoiie
&’zbord, que je ne fuis pas de P'avis de V'écri-
vain que je viens de citer, qui annonce mon
auteur comme un général on un commandant ;
il me paroit plutét un homme d’un favoir pro-
fond, d’une éloquence agrdable, & parfailement
verf¢ dany la litératnre orientale, ainfi que dans
1a pofie de fon pais. Ses notions for I'art militaire,
1a maniére dont il décrit les batailies ne convien-
nent nullement i unfguerrier; elles s’accordent
bien mieux avec le titre de Mirza, qui fignifie
homme d’¢étude, lorfqu’il precede le nom propre
cglui de Khan, qui s’y trouve joint, prouve feule-
ment que le favoir, en Afie, et le chemin dela
fortune, aufli bien que celui de la gloire. Com-
me il B’y a que douze ans que cette hiﬁoire‘:
a t
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été écrite, il eft probable que Mirza Mohammed
Mahadi Khan de Mazenderan vit encore, 4 moins
qu’il n*ait péri dans quelque danger femblable 3
ceux qu’il décrit, & qui ctoiént i frequens dans
fa patrie aux tems malheureux qu’il déplore:
cependant le récit de ces rebellions perpetuelles,
fouvent compliquées, & renouvellées auflitét
qu’appaifées, a quelque chofe de fec & de fati-
Fuant. L’auteur I’2 fenti lui-mérpie ; ainfi,
orfqu’il n’a pas eb des événemens grands &
frappantsi Econtcr, il a tiché de faire fupporter
12 minutie, &méme quelquefois I'obfeurite, de fa
narration par des morceaux de poéfie Perfanne
aufli bien choifis que placds. Ces effais de
Rhétorique orientale font fur tout admirables
dans les defcriptions variées du printems. qu’il
donne au commencement de chaque année, &
dans lefquelles, en géneral, il fait allufion 3 ce
qui s’y eft paffé de plus remarquable. Cet oxv-
rage doit naturellement intércfler le public, &
attacherle le@teur; les faits en font fi récens,
qu’ils ne fauroient étre effacés de notre mémoire,
8 m’aiant pas perdd leur degré de chaleur par
une froide recherche dans des fiécles reculés, ils
ne fe préfentent i nous qu’dvec ces charmes, &
cette importance que la verité & 'authepticité
donnent aux moindres événemens.

Aprés avoir ainfi readd juftice i mon auteur,
je ferai plus concis fur ce qui me regarde moi-
méme & ma traduftion. Je dois d’abord afluirer
lc le@teur, que j"ai tach€ de lvi donner une idée
exalte de I'original Perfan, en le traduifant auffi
literalement qu’il m’a &té poffible; en cela j’ai
fuivi & mes ordres & mon inclination. Nous
avons alléz d'hiftoires Afiatiques habillées 3 ’Eu-
ropéene, j'ai laiflé 3 celle-ci fes ornemens natu-

rels:
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rels: je n’ai orné aucun détail ; jai fuivi Pélé-
vation ou l'abaiffement du fiyle, comme je les
ai trouvés. Le peu de mots que je puis avoir
ajoutés n’ont €t€ que pour €carter des ambiguités
attachées” ¥ l» difiérence d’idiomes; je n’ai re-
tranch¥-que dans les endroits ol les allufions
€toient ou trop abfurdes pour nous ; que quand
les expreflions i force d’étre outrées devenoient
ridicules i Pimagination calme de nos climats.
5i j’ai hazardé de donner une traduftion rimée
des vers que j’ai trouvé dans le corps de cette
Hiftoire, j’en ai ajouté une litérale i la fin de
chaque partie.

On trouvera dans mes Notes un index Géo-
graphique des principales villes & provinces dont
et olivrage fait mention, mais j’ai été forcé de
palfer fous filence ce qui concerne plufieurs
tribus, villages, & forterefles, dont on ne voit
nulle trace dans les livres de gdographie orientale
que j’ai confulté.

uant au traité fur la poéfie Afiatique que j’ai
ajonté & cette hiftoire, comme une efpece de
commentaire fur le gofit podtique dans lequel
elle eft €écrite, s'il 8’y trouve quelques erreurs,
j’en appelle an jugement impartizl du leéteur
favant; il confiderera fans doute combien il €toit
difficile d’entendre parfaitement des Odes dont
le ton fublime & chargé d’ornemens embarrafie
méme ceux dans la lgngue defquels elles font
€crites, furtout étant privé du fecours d’un bon
commentaire, fi neceflaire dans ces occafions,
Au rcfte, comme il m’a été prefcrit d’écrire cet
ouvrage en Frangois, jelpére qu'on excufera la
témérité que j’ai ¢l en enircprenant unc tra-
duétion fi diflicile dans une langue qui n'eft pas
ma
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ma langue naturelle. Je ne dirai pounrtant point
avec le Romain, qui publia un ouvrage Grec, que
j’ai commis des fautes volontaires, afin quelles
fiflent connoitre quelle étoit ma patrie ; au con-
traire, yavoue que je n’ai ricn oublit pour me
mettre en état d’offrir un fiyle corredt 4 fue j’ai
regd avec empreffement tous les avis gmy m’ont
éte donnés i ce {ujet, & accepté avec reconnoifs
fance les fecours qui m’ont é¢ offerts.

A Londres
¥770.

CHRISTIANUS
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REX DANIZE,
'G-\E,ORGIO 1L

MAGNZE BRITANNIZE REG], S8.D,

CHRIS TIANUS Septimus, Dei gratid, rex
Danie, Norvegie, Vandalorum, Gothorumgue,
dux Slefovici, Ha?ﬁatix, Stormarie, atque Ditf-
marfiz, comes in Oldenburg ac Delmenborft, &c.
<sc. Sereniffimo ac potentiflimo principi domino
Grorgio Tertio, eidem gratia, Magne Britamniz,
Francie, et Hiberme regi, fidel ﬁefenfori, duci
Brunfvicenfs, et Luncburgenfi, Sacri Romani Impe- -
rii Archithefaurario, et Eleftori, &¢. & c. fratri,
aflini, et confanguineo, et amico noftro carif-
fitno, falutem ! Sereniflime et potentiflime prin-
ceps, frater, affinis, confanguinee, et amice carif-
fime! Annuentes precibus fubditi cnjufdam
Majeftatis Veftre, viri eruditi, et linguarum Ori-
entis peritiflimi, Collegii Academix Oxonienfis
Socil Gul. Jones, qui nobis defiderantibus, opus
bifloricum wite Naderi 8hab 2 Perfico in Gallicum
idioma & fe magnd cum diligentié tranflatum nuper
in lucem emifit, eoque Jabore feliciter esantlato,
expectation: noftrx ex afle fatisfaciens calculum
noftrum meruit, hoc e¢i noftre benevolentie
teftimonium, quod i nobis fibi decenter expetiit,
dencgare noluimus, fed amicitii Majeftatis Veftrz:
in nos finceri freti eundem clementiq et benevolentics
Yyw,
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efus regiz, pro co quo ipfa bonas literas, et earum
cultores profequi dignatur, fevere eximio, de meliori
cammmcﬁtum effe amicé et fraterné cupimus ; gra-
tiam eo nomine Majefiati Veftre infignem habituri,
et fi qua in re poffumus, referre paratiffimi ; cui,
quod reliquum eft, divim fufifinis tatelam ad
perenne fumme felicitatis incremenfum toto
animo apprecamur. Dabantur in regii nofiri
Chriftianburg die XV. menfis Februarit, atino 1771
regnique noftri fexto.

MAJESTATIS VESTR.AE
Bonus Frater, Affinis,

Confanguineus et Amicus, )

CIIRISTIAN.

Ad Regem Magnzz Britannize,
Dominum Georgium 111,

OSTEN.



A MONSJEUR

MORNSTEUR LE BARON OSTEN.
3

MONSIEUR,

OUFFREZ que je vous témoigne ma re-

connoiffance pour la flattenfe diftinction
dont Sa Majefté¢ a bien voulu m’honorer. Je
regarde comme un des plus grands bonheurs de
ma vie d’étre né dans le fiecle d’un Roi, qui fait
emploier et récompenfer les talens. De combien
ce bonheur n’augmenteroit-il pas, fi mes defleins
‘et mes occupations dans ma patrie, me permets
toient d’aller me jetter aux pieds de Sa Majefie,
et de contempler dans fa Capitale le fecond re-
nouvellement des Lettres ét des Beaux Arts.
Cependant, d’ici méme, je ne perdrai jamais de
vite les influences propices que fa proteftion ré-
pand fur le favoir, et fi je vis affez pour finir
L’Hiftoire générale de ce Siecle, ouvrage,quej’ai pro-
jette depuis long tems, ce fera au nom de CHRE-
TIEN VIL que je croirai devoir fon vrai lnftre.
Permettez-moi, Monfieur, d’ajouter en ce lieu
une reflexion qui m’a frappé en recevant le
diplome, par lequgl Sa Majefté m*® agrége a Sa
Société Roiale des Sciences. On ne'fauroit, en
voiant un tel afile des belles lettres s’éléver dans
un empire du nord, s’empécher d’admirer les
decrets de la providence dans Ia revolution des
evénemens. Ce fiit de la Gothie que fcl)}-tirgnt
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Peflaim de courageux guerriers, qui cteignirent
Ia lumiére du favoir dans PEurope en arrachant
aux Romains ’empire du monde ; c’eft dans ces
mémes régions que le favoir révit fous les aufpices
d’un Monarque qui I’apprécie, et le protége.

J’ai 'honnenr,

—

Monfieur, d’étre votre trés humble,

et tros obeiflant Serviteur,

12 Mai 1771,
W. JONES,

ERR AWA

Intr. vi. for Ab.rman read Shevman,
xx. lin. 13. for avrre read are.
xxiii. line 10. for Tiber read Badakbfban,
Page 41. lin. 7. dele bis before Mrfined.
138, Vine 21, for deferted tead avcui over,
160. lin. 17. for 656 read 636.
176. lin, 6. for beads xeads bands,



