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BY ‘WAY OF DEDICATION

NCE, Ieng age, we speke ef Samareand.
0Afinwards I began thinking what pleasure it
weuld give me te tell yen mere about my life in
Turkcstan.

The idea haunted me, se I jetted dewn seme ef
the pictures which arese hefere me whenever I
recalled that Paradise en Earth; and little by little
the fellewing pages were written. Elf ceurse, I
realize that I had ne business te mishehave i.n that
way. I knew that my English is far tee clumsy,
quite pewerless, in fact, te describe the subtle and
varied charm ef Central Asia; and that these
nnpretending sketches are therefere serely deficient
in these merits which they eught te have possessed
if they were te deal at all adequately with their
subject. Excuse a fereigner. In using fer my
medium a language I had hetter have left alene, I
merely theught ef yen and ef amusing yen. I
aimed at making a film pass hefere yeur eyes, and
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vi "rt-rs tarsn es rrstun
I heped that ven wenld net he chilled by mp
enthusiasm fer a cennu-T which pen, ei all humans,
wenld leve if ven ltnew it.

Ens is it still the same? It is many veers new
since I saw the places I describe, and in that time
the imrnntahle East has preved its mntahilitv. The
se-called Communists Erern lvleseew have created
in Earnareand an impertant prepaganda-seheel fer
spreading revelntien in .r"Lsia, and the hcantifnl eld
mesqnes are us-eel, I hear, fer eI|_JeLIn-Cling tn gaping
audiences the gespel ef lvlarx. In what menstrensly
mederniaed Persian er Tnrlrl dialect it is dene, I
shudder In thinls. rind what may he the appear-
ance ef Clgpn agents under the tiles and marbles
ef Tinnui-‘s archwavs, I cannet imagine; Previdence
has spared me these sighls. The Arneer eI Belthara
{the sen ef the ene l lenevv} is an exile, and I have
ne infermatien as te what has happcned and what
is happening in his eenntrv. Nevertheless, l have
preserved the present tense in rnesl. ef these sltetches.
I eeuld net help it, and I de net feel that I can
alter it. My hepe is that seme, at least, ei the heautv
and eriginalitv ef Russian Central Asia may, even
in the hands ef super-experts in desn-uctien, net vet
have heen destreped.

.d..P.
Faau, :93;
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NOTE

TIES is net a technical werlt. In transcribing
lhe names ef Asiatic peeple and planes l have

net censidered the must eerrect erthegraphj, but
have tried te render as elesclv as pessihle the leeal
prennncialien. I have, hewever, need 'Bel:l1ara ',
heeansc that is the Ierrn te which Western peeple
are aecnstemetl, thengh the real name is ' Beaharit '.
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Shiraeee (ah, the regnell talte my heart in
yenr hand l

Fer ene mele en yenr cheek I wenld gladly
give up

Beth Belthara and Samareantl.
—Fersias| rfirsieils
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TI-IE REGHISTAN MGSQUE5

after mile ef a dreary, dusty read.
 mmg but the steppe, pale grey and
less nndcr the hall meen. The hears slip by in
rtiertetenens snccessien, and the fresty hlevember
night ltceps me awake and shivering in my Int
ceat. Then semething ahead: clusters ef bare
willews and peplars, lew mud-walls, a hense er
nve. lire these the lirst entslrirts el the city that
Ibavernadenpmymind tereachatallcests
te—nighti' Ne; it is nnly anether pest-srstien,
where three fresh herses will be harnessed te my
primitive, springless carriage. There is a delay.
The statien»n1astcr tries te prevent my geing en and
insists up-on arguing; he wants me te wait here till
daylight, as there are snspiciens characters en tile
read, stray werltmen Irem the gangs which are
building the railway; besides, the river ahead is
swellen by the recent rains, andiimycartevertnrns,
whe will help me at such a late henri‘ Tireseme
elcl manl As if his grumbling ceuld step mel

a 1



2 SFLHARCAHD

Again the nnilca en threugh the barren waste.
DI cenrse the river was pretty bad, and unea-

plaincd shadews did hever in tee clese presisnity
at s place where the read was brelrcn, but they
vanished at ence when they saw my revelver gleam-
ing under the bright rays ef the tneen. Se when
these fereseen accidents had been left behind, and
sti.ll ne city rese lretn nut ei the night, lassitucle
everteels me, and like the driver, whesc bent and
silent lignre seemed mere asleep than awaits, I
became mere and mere drewsy till ehlivien engulfed
me.

Suddenly a wendcrfnl visien nearly made me
cry eut aleud. Was it a triclt ei my fancy? Was
it seiid and real, perhaps a fergonen tale eut ef the
‘Clue Theusand hlights and a 1*-light’? Us had
the very senl ef the heary East clad itself in dream-
like splendeur te came ent and greet me?

Three perfect Inesqncs standing at right angles
aleng three sides ei an admirably prcrpertiened
square painted their demcs and their minaret:
tewards the meen. The eeel, enamelled surfaces
ef their pertals and walls shimmcrcd in zliaint blues
and greens hire the shin ef a snalcc, and the silvery
light ran and played ever the intricate patterns ef
the mesaics, them in a diaphanens,
unearthly hate. Tewers boldly rese up In the sky;
but were they actually fanned ef stene er bricls and
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fastened with mertar? There they were, standing
aslant, like the tewers ef Pisa er ef Belegna, as
if deriding the pendereus laws ef terrestrial matter.
The haughty silence ef these lefty shrines created an
atmesphere ef nnreality, which deepened their
aleefness, made them nn lenger human, but nearly
divine. Cnuid they have been built by mertals in
erdcr te bring rnanltind tegtther fer prayer? Elf
ee1.1rse net. Clearly they had been piled up ent ef
ghestly gems by fairies er by genii, their wenderful
harmeny expressing in its mere lines a suengcr
yearning fer heaven than any human weriss eenld
preclaim.

There was ne living thing in sight, neither man
ner beast; that selitude seemed se natural te the
bewildered traveller, that he expected, even while
gazing at them, re feel his ewn cart, herses, driver
melt away inte nethingness; it weuld have seemed
a matter ef ceurse, since by an inexplicable strelte
ef fertnne clrcarrtland had rhrewn epen its gal.‘-us
btfere his spell=heund eycs. Hewcver, the treilta
still netted en, and the exquisite buildings, remete
and reticent, slowly receded inte the mist as the
sleepy streets ef Samarcsnd began unrelling their
walls and gardens in an endless panorama.

I-Iew many times since that magic henr have I
apprnached the three mesqnes ef the Iieghistanl
I have watched them slewly dawning en me



4 SAHARCAHD

through bunches of acacia blossoms on a bright
spring afternoon, looking pinlt and blue in the
sunshine, as I wall-ted nearer and nearer to them
along the broad alley crowded Willi btl-fllllt and
Pedlars. I have climbed all over dtem, studying
the secrets of their gaudy tiles and of their amaaing
architecture. I have admired them as they stood
in smiling protection otter the motley and multi-
coloured crowd which nestles at their feet, the life
of the people playing lilte ripplitlg‘ wares against
the beautiful old walls. Hut never again did they
bare before my eyes the very essence of their mystic
soul as in that first midnight vision. Then only
rlicl I soc in one short, unforgettable moment that I
had at least reached my goal, that nowhere else
would I find, as here, the very spirit of the East.

Enchanting, putszling, misleading Samarcand,
so gay and so elegant, so sensuous at times, so
ascetic at others, so delightful always and so hurnanl
In that cold, dreamy l‘~loycrnber night I caught a
glimpse of your rcal, of your innermost being, the
secrecy of your faith, the harmony of your proud
orthodoxy. I saw you impervious to earthly petti-
ness, hovering above human irnpurities,
shs-orhed in the beauty of things eternal. All your
artlcss creeds and your artful methods permeated
my mind in a brief, lightning-lit Hash. When
later I learnt to love your subtle charms, I always



THE B.‘EGHI$Ts'hl"i Hill-EQIJEE 5

felt towards you, through that love, a silent
gratitude; for when I first approached you, you were
not led astray by appearanora, and you refined to
treat rne according to rny deserts, as the coarse and
strange barbarian that I seemed amidst your refined
and ancient splendour. Notwithstanding my
ignorance, you deemed me worthy of being initiated
into the very heart of your adorable mysteries; with
superb tranrprillity you tore the veil ofl my eyes, and
in the solento calmness of that radiant hoin you
opened for me the path of understanding, which
led me up the steps of your learning and brought
rne to that ltnosvledge svltieh you alone can give.
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THREE liLli.hIII"JlStiIil'*lCii.‘i Elli '1'IMUIt

DOE-s'tt.{E-ER; the tomb of the .|"'t|neer. In
GCmud Asia everyone ltnows whom that name
implies, for there has been no hmeer equal to
rltmeer-Timur. He was hut half human, being
also half divine. A ray of sun made his mother
pregnant, and a planet was ftttltct‘ to the demi-
god. Lilte lvloses, lilte hlexantler, like Iesus, lilte
lvlahomet, he was branded with the seal of the
Almighty, elected for a divine mission, set apart
from htnnanity in all ages. Though a favourite
of heaven, and having the world at his feet, he
chose Samareand for his capital. and once he had
talten her to his heart, he adorned her with the
best that his age could yield. Iieautiful mosques,
built of the most precious materials; madrnsas, or
seats of learning, filled with ancient manuscripts;
palaces and gardens, running water and orchards--—
all things delightful united under his able guidance
to form a city of incredible charm.

In his lifetime he was nicl-teamed 'Timttr»
ii
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darkness. The tombstones are set apart behind a
lovely white marble railing. and correspond stattlr
to the graves which are in the crypt below.
Timuris is not the central tomb. in his lifetime
he buried in the place of honour -F-eyid-5hah-
13-arakit, a descendant of Ivlalttttnet, whtutt lte greatly
respected, and out of sheer hntnility reserved for
himself a recess near the teaehcr‘s feet. lint
whereas all the other monuments are carved ottt of
the local grey marble, Tintur‘s grave is marlterl by
a huge bloclt of darlt green jade, such as exists nu-
wherc else.‘

tlontroversics have raged around this stone, wild
guesses have been made about its origin, but till now
everything connected with it has remained shrouded
i.tt deep mystery. There is no green jade in the
country; nowhere in any direction for lntndretls of
ntiles. China, where jade was appreciated and
worlccd from prehistoric times, never ltncw a
regular jade mine from which large pieces could
be extracted; the Chinese merely importer] to Iieltin
boulders which were washed out of the mountains
beyond the great desert. If this monolith was
found in China, by what contrivances was it brought
to Samarcandi How could it have been carried
over die passes from Iilashgari’ Even now such a
feat would seem imp-ossiblc to accomplish. In the

1 It is about four feet long.
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nineteenth century a similar huge roclr of green
jade was found, and then lost again and the way
to it forgotten, somewhere in the marshes oi die
tant '.t’ai-tounls. in lhlorth-Eastern Siberia. Could
Timur's cenotaph have come item therei’ No
human being can tell. [tut from the very
beginning legends were woven around it, and the
whole n-E Asia icncw that a treasure adorned Timuris
burial-place. Eio that when, towards the middle
of the eighteenth century, l'-Iadir-Shah, the con-
queror of Persia and India, a capricious, grasping,
ignorant tyrant, entered Samarcand at the head of
his victorious army, he rushed to Timuris tomb,
and, seeing the plain bloclc of jade sparingly
decorated with carved inscriptions, he had it brotten
in two in order to snatch away the gold which he
estpected to find at the heart. But once more
was spirit triumphant over matter. There was
no hiding-place and no gold. The stone was but
a symbol of moral treasortn, of mental refinement,
no prey for gross appetites; and the puzzled
barbarian marched shamefacedly away without
realizing how the shadow of a great age had turned
his ignorant greed to derision. Pious hands
brought the two halves of the bloclt together again,
and only s slight craclt now recalls the profanation
perpetrated by I‘-ladir-Shah.

The walls all around are clothed with slabs of a
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semi-transparent alabaster, wnrlrcd in hestagons so
flygr they convey the impression of polished ii.sl't-
eralee; and above this panelling, a coating of white
gypsum, cur and carved in patterns which cor-
respond to the arehimtural profiles of tlte etliii-re.
rises up into the dome. The whole sthrtne of
dgggfgfjgn creates an attrtnspltcrt: of tttnl tttttl talttt
“pare, serene and peaceful. lJnve.s r.on1r- in
through the window palings, and their gentle
eooing and short flights to and fro over the pot-. of
il'it.gt'i.tIt basil which stand about tlecpcn the itnpt‘cs.-
sion of alivcness. Timur's resting-place is by on
meam a forgotten and dreary ash-heap. l‘-laturc
surrounds it with her most graceful manifestations
and seems to weave them into a networlt connecting
the past and the present.

All about the mosque and its garden, native
houses hum with the noise of everyday labour, anrl
if one taltcs the trouble to climb up on to one of
their flat roois, the pointed, turquoisedtltte rupola
of C‘-oor-Antcer rises solemnly before one's eyes, so
near, yet so remote, above the dense foliage of
enormous weeping willows. It is a magnificent
sight. Wltethet it is seen against a deep blttc
summer slry, when the willows are thiclt with pale
llootcs; or against a background of grey winter
clouds, when the bare branches are lilte delicate
"iii"i'Eltl.'.ll'WDl'lE; Eli‘ itfllglitt under 3 elf s|'g|_1,r.g|;y

'l'
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or at sunset ntnidst a gorgeous display of orange
1ight~—nt all times that enatnelled dome, so superbly
lsttllinittl, so heautilully poised, so Enli of grace and
dignity, set-Ins a mute and eternal guardian of
splenrlitl traditions.

llswing lenrnetl to love anti to atlmire the great
prince's tonsh, i ulttlertlmlt two Pilgrimages to more
distant spots eunneeted with hirn: to the place
where he was horn and to the 11-lsee where he died.

lle ssw the light oi slay in :1 part of Fish lenown
as lilsnhr-i-liolnt, the ‘Green City‘, now s. quiet
pnnritteial town in the Khanate of Bolthara. There
is tits t'.ti|rt.|:ttl anywhere rte-:11‘; n Primitive convey-
anee taltes one rwer the mountains to the prosperous-
lnnlting valley, where Shah r-i-Salsa is scattered about
in u llaphtward way. It was always a small place,
hut as it had heen his cradle. Timur out of gratitude
to-ole the trouble to adorn it with line buildings,
sumo retnnnnts oli which are still esttanr. He
ereetetl several ntosques, which sneeessise earth-
qtmltes twertlirew, and whieh lesser men than he
rehuilt in their own wswt In throe of them, which
are now modest, whitewashed, village prag,-‘er-houses,
charming wooden earved doors have is-ee:n hoolted
on to new hinges, and te.stiE'_|,r by their intricate
wotltrnanslsip 'Li‘1al_ tlsey belonged originally to eon»
struetions of a different strtistie type. However,
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Shah:-i-Saha's chief monument was Timur's palace.
commemorating his birthplace. It was a huge
brielt pile overlaid with enantelled tiles, parts of
which are still able to show what the original house
was lilte.

According to the innnutabie custom of Central
Asia, die local chieltain, whatever his title may be
—-Khan, rluneer, or what not——lives in a ‘lcalah '
or ‘fortress’; in other words, on tltc highest part
of the locality, where, behind walls and doors,
arms can he stored, soldiers housed, and from
whence an attaclc may be repnlscd with less rislc
than in the open. Tirnur's palace followed the
usual rule. It has remained till now the residence
of the Boltharan governor or beg, though, of course,
this ollicial no longer inhabits the lofty halls of
yore, for dtose halls are all crunthling to pieces;
less attractive, but perhaps more comfortable
houses have sprung up inside the ancient enclosure
to shelter the men of to-day.

The ruins of the palace rise up in unexpected
noolcs. ‘i.-last expanses of brickwork, all glittering
with coloured tiles, suddenly stand out, hall over-
grown with vegetation, amidst the orchards and the
ltitchen gardens of the garrison. Cine large roorrt
is nearly entire. It has no roof, of course, and no
oeiling, but the walls rise in some parts almost to
the cornice, and it requires little itnagirtation to
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complete the whole of the enameliecl decoration.
The tiles are mosdy blue, dark like sapphire or
light like turc;uoisc—hues which no modern
cerarnist is able to create. Ii-ier'y often patterns in
those two hlues are woven into the ordinary brick
of the country, which is s pinkish grey, and the
harmony produced hy the blending of the three
colours is enchartting.

The scanty remains of the proud palace, with
the life of the citadel drifting gaily over them, make
up an attractive and characteristic picture of the
East, where nobody troubles either to repair or to
pull down. if old things tumble to the ground-
poor old things ntade for the needs of former days-
there they may as well lie, until eventually destruc-
tion, fatal and inevitable, overtakes them. Why
thittl-1 about therei’ why spend time and labour
over themi‘ Life steps on, hardly noticing their
presence. ' So it is in Shahr-i—5aba, where the glory
of Timur's palace is slowly reverting to dust amidst
the picturesque and careless crowd which lives upon
its ruins.

If Timur’: cradle is yet fni_l of smiles, his death-
bed, Dnar, is one of the most tragic spots it has
hccn my fate to see.

At one time Cltrar was a prosperous town, and
when the aged monarch was suddenly seized hy
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illness during one of his numerous campaigns, he
had himself carried there and died. That happened
in 1405. Later on the "t'axartes, on whose lJ:trti-ts
the city Lay, capriciously altered its course over the
steppe, or was perhaps turned asnlc by a cunning
invader, and from that tnotnent Utrar was doomed.
Having no longer a water supply, the city perished
from thirst.

1*-low nothing remains. The mud or mud-hriclc
houses have become common earth again, and for
miles and miles one treads on a mixture which is
half soil and half potshcrds. Small hits of pottery
patntod in every possible colour lie everywhere.
They all spell destruction, ruin, waste; the debris
of successive centuries, conflicting civili:-cations, the
simple plate of the poor man and the refined
goblet of the gran-:lcc—all lie mixed together and
smashed to atoms. There is no water anywhere,
no vegetation of any sort, except perhaps some tufts
of pricicly thorn which only camels oondescead
to munch; the scorching sun and the desert wind
have it all to themselves. The brilliant specks of
former bowls and ilagons remind one incessantly
that here human effort was overcome by the
irresistible pressure of inanimate forces. It loolts
as though a curse had fallen on dtc spot where
Timur died. No life could sprout forth again
where that great life was extinguished, and only

T‘- |"'
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innumerable Er:-iginents of what men unee created
stare up at the pitiless slqr hum a wilderness threugh
which nu human being ever passes; where nu une
can even read the tragedy ui their eluulh dispersal.

Samareand sutured Eur herself the priceless relic
uf Ti.-|:nur‘s body, and here alone is his memery alive.
In Ln.11},r Oriental fiashiun, huth his hirthp-lace and
his tieathplaee have he-en Eergutlen; whereas near
the exquisite sanctuary of his rating-place the
faithful servant fur ever stands stud prays aver the
ashes uf the great Timun
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ZIKR

I-IEl"~i the fitrahs invaded Persia and
h Turltestan in the seventh eentury ef eur

era, they impesed the yelte ef Islam en the
cenqucred races. Their dry, ahstract, Semitic
mentality svas, hcnvcver, an different [tern that cf
the Iranian pceplc, that the latter develep-ed their
ewn ferm ef lvieslcm religinn, and at Present the
Persians are Shiahs. Hut nut se all l"ersian-s|:|eaic-
ing tribes. Turkish hit:-ed is always inclined tn
ieilevv the rigid erthe-deny ef the Arab. He
matter svhat political dtangcs and divisiuns suc-
ceeded each ether in the leng 1-vars that raged in
Ccnual Asia, Bel-thara and Samarcatttl remained
staunch adherents uf the Sunni faitl1. I*~ievcrthc-
less, the preatimity ef Persian mysticism had a
decisive influence ever the svhule nf that ceuntry,
and Sufism, with its allcgericai teachings, strengly
reacted en the dectrine uf the in-cal clivinee. The
result was that many sccts sprang up in Central
Asia, and they gr: en fleurishing, for religien irt

15
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this part ef the werld has lest Ilene ef its mcdiaeval
pnwer. But as thme sects are bern and bred in the
very besem ef erthecleay, ne taint ef heresy clings
te them, and their adapts cle net differ eutwardly
frees their purely Sunni cenntryrnen. Their
gatherings, er ‘ail-rrs‘, being a fetm ef warship,
find shelter in ene ef the mesqucs, net in a
special er separate building, and they hear ne
character ef secrecy. Anyene is wclcume tn thetn, if
he wishes er happens tn drep in. Whe lcnews but
that i|1 taking part in the cemmen prayer with the
initiated he may net be teuehed that very night
by the divine grace and immediately it.-in the
itaterriityi

Samatcand pessesses an admirable mesque called
Shah-i-Eindah, ‘The Living Shah ', with a legend
attached te it: the saint, iiussant-ibn-rlihbas, whesc
temh is the chief nrnament nf the place, is net
really dead, but enly cunnenled, and when the
divine bidding reaches him, be will cetue ferth
and againbeateachereirnen. Themesqueis
perched en a hill, and a lung path leads up te it.
Cine passes first under a majestic pertal, then up
flights ef steps, higher and higher, te the heuse ef
prayer. The way is between twe walls that are
net really walls, fer they are all cut up inte ahnrt
stretches which cennect a series ef small buildings
en beth sides ef the cerricier: irregularly placed and



ID EAHAHCAHD

gorgeously decorated monuments, tombs or shrines
erected by pious men of the fifteenth century as
memorial or votive offerings. Doc of tlacm is all
colours of the rainbow; another is s monochrome
of turquoise-blue tiles elaborately carved with floral
scrolls and signed by the artist, a native of Herat,
somewhere about 1415. The whole wallc up to the
principal mosque is lilte a dream; one feels caught
in the meshes of a spell, and each step brings one
te a new vista of the beauty which encompasses one
all around. Nothing grand nor solemn; just little
graceful domes and arches, displaying their
admirable hues and touched, alas, by the sorry
decay of age: a vision of elegant caducity full of
melancholy meaning.

The saint’: tomb is in a final mosque, quaintly
situated on the right of the passage where it runs
up against a high barrier, the limit of the enclosure.
This sanctuary is a perfect gem, small but charm-
ingly proportioned, and the monument which it
contains, hidden by layer upon layer of precious
brocades, is drowned in mysterious darkness as the
sunlight reaches it from on high, through stained
glass sparingly set in beautiful gratings.

At the entrance, under the grand portal, stands
a separate hall used as a rule for Friday-prayer, but
likewise doing duty for the meetings of a mystic
sect, the blalrsh-Bendi.
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Unlilte most other sects, whose siltts talce place

irt die day-time, the l'~laltsh-Bendi come together
each Thursday night, and one by one squat down
on the floor, where for a time they remain enrapt
in meditation. Their ishan, or spiritual chief, sits
facing the congregation with two or three aeolytes
at his side. A professional singer starts reading in
a high falsette voice, which seems perpetually on
the verge of brealsing down; his teat is usually a
version of some sacred legend which is intended to
turn the minds of the faithful towards contrition
or absorption in the Deity. Such men are engaged
just to create an amtosphete, and those dtin voiees
of theirs are much appreciated, especially when
they are very loud, very tren-minus, and shaken by
infleaiens which are almost sobs. I believe their
services are often secured at a high price. The
congregation is composed of all soru and conditions
of men, poor carriers from the has-raars as well as
rich and smartly dressed tradesmen; for lslam
recognises no fundamental differences in humanity;
before God all are equal. Their emotions manifest
themselves in precisely the same way, and the pathos
of the chanted recital draws sighs from the breasts
and tears from the eyes of rich and poor alilte.

‘When the ishan feels that the audience has
reached a certain pitch of ecstasy, he waves the
reader aside and shouts out a few of the names of
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God in a definite and swinging formula. it is
ltlce a wind in the rushes. All the assistants spring
up, as if moved by an electric shoclt, join hands,
and then, shouting the words which the ishan has
uttered, they go on repeating them in an endless
litany, and dance heavily to the measure of their
song. The mosque is of a sudden filled by a
chain of men in a tranec, howling and prancing,
praising the Almighty in wild yells. Some of them
go on, oblivious of earthly life; others, overcome by
repentance, tear their clothes from their bodies,
hammer on their hare chests with their fists, rcntl
the air with their cries, while tears tricltle down
their faces. Turbans roll eff on all sides; the
arnple robes of the East fly about in a mad
procession.

There is nothing thcatrical about it, nothing
prepared or pre-arranged as in the ballet of whirling
Detvishes at Constantinople, and, of course, no hint
of a performance, no eye to a possible spectator. It
is each time an improvisation, sincere and self-
oentred, entirely uneonneeted with the surrounding
world; the mystic explanation of the revolving
progress dtat it is an allusion to the planetary
system.

From time to time the ishan, who has never risen
from his seat on the floor, a new impulse to
the dance by shouting a new sentence of worship,
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set in other words and marked by a new scale of
notes. The audience, asnazinglf reoeplise to his
outcry notwithstanding the deafening din, at once
follows his lead and alters the swing of its motion.

I have solnetirnes stood against a pillar watching
tl1e mass of shrieking and leaping hunmnity for a
whole night, till my head swarn and I was no longer
quite sure whether I was merely a silent witness,
or whether, on the contrary, it was not I who was
howlirig, as l_hougl1 in a nigbtlnnrc, and blindly
struggling through a dense crowd of sweating
bodies. Hour after hour slips by with no other
differenoe than the periodical change of measure in
the heal. of the terrible stampede.

At the first brmlt of daylight the ishan, by -.1
sudden gesture, dispels the hallucination. All
stand up for a rnornent as dsough frozen, than
collapse widt hint in the performance of morning
prayer. It is all over; the breath of the spirit has
blown and gone; life, sirrrple, common, user}-'da]'
life, returns to its own.

Alter a general sbuflde of feet with soft leather
boots into corresponding rnud—sbocs, the ishan with
elaborate ezisilitsr ushers roe out into the rosy dawn
and asks me to share his breakfast in a garden close
by. We both squat on a rug near a clear rivulct
and breathe in the pure air over our pale green tra
and soones of unleasened bread.
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No more stamping of irensied feet around us;

only the [resh notes of the lar|t's song pouring down
from the shy. No more close heat from writhing
human bodies; only the fragrance of mint and basil
which my host politely crushes between his palms,
in order that the morning hreene shall bring their
scent over my lace. Wltile arountl shines the
radiant elearness oil a new d.ty of rest and leisure, for
it is Friday, the Eiahbrttlt oi Islattt.

I can hardly helietrc that this old tnatt opposite
me is the same one whom I have just watched
through a long night dirccting a crowd of shouting
maniacs by the inilesions of his yoice, [or now he
is urging me in gentle tones to another cup oli tea.
Has this night put no strain on his ntind, that he
can calmly admire the rising sun and remember to
quote appositcly some verses from Haliai Ctr
was the whnie pandcmonium of the ailtr merely
a delusion of my diseased brain?

lint. what is the use of bothering about questions
and replies in a country where powerful contrasts
ought not to be talten as puaales, but as, at the
utmost, an additional spice in the banquet of lifei’
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CHEEHEL-DDOHHTARUN, meaning
‘Forty Maidens‘, is one oi those ancient

names which crop up unexpectedly in various parts
of Central Asia. It is connected with a very old
and rather confused legend about forty beautiful
ladies. The legend seems to be ubiquitous, for
there a.rc many Che-ehel-Doolthtarons, and it is
really not possible to believe that the same maidens
experienced adventures in localities so wide ap-arr
without their ntttnber of forty having ever been
subjected to variations. However that may be, the
traveller who meets with the name may be sure
thathehascome too plane wherelincoan llfehas
been going on for many oentories, and that he may
hit upon vestiges of a distant age somewhere close
by.

As I was once loitering on the Reghistan, in the
very oentre of Samarcand, the familiar sound of
ilheehel-Doohhtarnn caught my attention, and
upon mal-ting inquiries, I learnt that the spot eon-

1?



ad ssnaaeatan
seerated to the forty ladies was round the corner.
This seemed rather uoeapceted, as the Reghistan
is one of the great arteries of popular life, not at
all the sort of hall‘-abandoned, out-of-the-way
locality that one would associate with legends.
Three sides of it are bounded by three mosques;
the history of each of them is well lenown, and is
entirely unconnected with the forty maiderts. The
fourth is bordered by a row of fruit booths.

If the first three sides of the square are splendid,
the fourth is delightful, and even to the superficial
glance of a passer-by its beauty is ever cltangiog with
the season of the year and rich with endless attrac-
tions. Du the first days of April it greets spring
with boslrets of the round early apricot, greenish,
with a rosy spot on one eheelt. In May it turns
crimson with strawberries and cherries. In lune
and Iuly come successively the nutncrous varieties
of the orange apricot; melons with green rind and
white flesh, or yellow inside and out; purple and
honey-eolettred figs; peaches of all shades from
greenish white to tlatlt red; raspberries, currants
and go-oseberries; pale goon water-melons f|.1ll of
a pinlc crisp substance which melts to nectar itt the
mouth; gtcengages and those odd lrinds of local
plums which are sl-tin to cherries; and grapes, the
different varieties of which are nearly endless.
Then, towards autuutn, come apples and pears,
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pomegranatm and quinces. tit last, when winter
is on and the orgy of bright colours has vanished
from the stalls, come the browns, darlt purples, dull
greens and greys of the huge jars and basltets of
dried fruit, of pistachies, of nuts and almonds, of
raisins, of all sorts of preservm and jams; while
overhead hang in their nets of reed-wisps those late
winter melons which hccotne really ripe and sweet
alter weelts and wee-its of dangling from the ceiling,
where they loole liite ostrich eggs in a shop of
douittlul Citicntal curios. lvleanwhiie, in front of
die booths there is a perpetual buau of customers,
never httrried nor sell-absorbed, but always leisurely
and genial, ever ready for a chat with the shopman
or widt each other; for though every one of them is
full of information about die latest topic of estim-
mcnt, he is perfectly content to hear more about it.

So on that particular afternoon, alter l had
repeatedly yielded to the many temptations of the
fruit-shops and had discussed for a long time the
eomparative merits of various itinds of tneions
{which are the fruit to any lover of Central fitsia-—»
beyond oomporison with mere peaches or grapes}, I
suddenly heard of the proacirnity of a Cheehcl-
Doolthtaron. I asked at onoe whether I might
be shown the way to it. But this was not so simple
as I had thought at first, for it involved slipping i_t|
between native houses, where the female part of the
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dwellers had to he warned that a stranger was about
tn pass, so that they could retire, or at least pull
down their veils; hesidct, the place itself helongecl
to an old lady, and she had to he asl-ted whether
she ohjeeted to my intrusion. After some voluhle
etcehtrtge of npininns over the matter, it was all
settled satisfactorily, and I wandered dawn :1 narrow
alley in the cool shade of the houses. The elderly
dame hrought me to a gate which she unlocked, and
then led me intn her ltitehert garden.

.t't graceful, half-ruined archway, still glittering
with ancient tiles, did duty for a portal to what
had proh-ahly been a small mosque, though now
hardly anything remained of its walls. The pave-
ment, however, was still there, and on it were
scattered heautiful tornhstones all carved with floral
patterns and Arab letters. The masonry had diss
eouragnd tttlj’ Pfltztihle :-ttlt'.1‘l‘Ipt at grfivving earrflta fit‘
heans in that corner, so that the stones were
practically untouched, and their inscriptions yielded
the itthormaleittttt tlt:-tt this was the h1J.ti3i.-plate fill st
number of 5heihani—FLhan's relations. Here it was
that they lay, those savage princes, the followers
and companions of the masterful chief, who for so
long was the foe of the great E-ahur. In a.:n. tjon
Sheihratti invaded Satnareand, and hefote the
pressure of his troops Bahur had to flee, never to
return again. He left his favourite sister in the
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hands of his enemy, and after that for many years
they never stopped waging war on each other dii
Shcibani returned to the mercy of God and Babes
bocacno Emperor of India.

All those brilliant young .ii'i.rnc-e.ts and Viazirs who
surrounded the Khan, and whose wild lives we can
only imagine, l-mowing so few details about them,
lay there around me under their delicately carved
monuments, while the old lady went on estplaining,
halt apologeticaliy and very profusely, that it was a
pity, of course, to lose that comer of good soil for
her vegetables, but that at her time of life it would
be too much trouble to cart away the stones. And
I stood half-dreaming, scarcely attending to the
old hag's words, as a vision of Sl1eihani's carnp
rose before my eyes. I was obslased with the
image of those elegant bandits in snow-white
t1.1.rh-arts, with hejeweilcd daggers sluclt in their
gorgeous belts and curved swords in their hands,
galloping among the terror-striclten population of
the town on that terrible September afternoon, when
ample bloodshed followed victory. Now they
were stretched under that pavement, their very‘
bones rotting baclc to elust; to-marrow, perhaps,
even their names would he wiped out beyond
recollection by the crazy whim of an obscure
peasant woman, As it was, all memory of the
manly virtues which they had embodied was gone,

G
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and by a mockery of fate their family vault, the
resting-place of warriors, had had the nsrne of the
forty legendary darnscls attached to it. ‘What a
miserable dovvnfalll Four centuries had passed
over them, and though probably rnauy of their
demndants were still swarming about, their
posterity retained no notion of such forefathers
hating ever etristcd.

How intense the irony of life and death can
sontetimes appear, and how strong is its hold on
a mind which has ltit upon it perativenitttel A
stray word or two, a short wall: away from the
turmoil of the baaaar, and I had suddenly enjoyed
one of the most poignant contrasts which history
oould oiicr. Seldom did I feel as at that moment
the mystery of Sarnarcand. The seemingly care-
less city holds jealously guarded secrets secluded in
every noolt. Who knows them? ‘Who cart guess
d:temi' She keeps them to herscli, and if you want
to be initiated into one of them you must first comt
the capricious magician. Perchance, owing to
some fancy of hers, a ray of favour may descend
upon you; then scales drop from your eyes, you
talte the right ntrrting and the commonest lane in
the rnasze brings you unexpectedly to a vision of
vanished ages; in s few strolces a picture of former
glorim dawns upon your startled senses and shows
you the hidden meaning of life. It is no use
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solving m create those unforgettable ehattoes. For
days attd days you may roam about with no
fairy to guide you. Suddenly, tired of teasing you,
Samarcand may choose to treat you lilte a spoilt
child: all at onoe she may draw aside for your
enjoyment one of her veils. But after each new
run of luclt you go on pining for more, love-striclten
and hungry; for those who have been admitted to
a taste of her cnchantmcnts are ll-Cl’ slaves for ever.
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HDDIA-AKHlMR is a rnost eelehratetl shrine,
but the way to it is very long-rniles and miles

of a dusty lane which winds in and out of imaginary
obstacles for no apparent reason. Who ltnows,
however, it the straight line is not, perhaps, the
wrong one for a road to follow? What elelighthll
places would rernain screened away and unknown
to the traveller who hurries on the way in which
the silly erow flieal Hodja-Althrar eatpoets rte
travellers, but only pious Pilgrims; and maybe the
winding lane is intended to purify their souls with
a display of beauty before letting them appreaeh
the holy spot; for what journey eould he more
soothing to the mind than that seemingly easual
stroll through the belt of gardens whidt eneireles
Sarnareandi‘ They are orchards really, but as
these to whom they belong stay in them as long as
possible eaeh time they eorne to gather the ripe fruit,
the orchards have slowly been turned into resorts
of pleasure. Lightly built summer-houses have

35
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spntng up in unexpected places, Howers have been
planted or sown, trees have been encouraged which,
though they hear no fruit, yield some i-rind of
comfort or enjoyment; and little by little the lane
has talrcn to meandering through a sort of poet‘:
bower, infinitely varied in its picturesque disorder,
in which one feels that at every turning a fantastic
prooession may appear from between the tree trunlrs
and seem perfectly in place-—the Queen of Sheba,
perhaps, with long strings of laden camels and
gorgeously attired slaves, or Ali-Baba, with the
complete set of oil-jars carried on stout poles.

As l followed the fairy lane for the first time,
under a grey autumn slcy, I felt the whole annea-
pherc pcrrncated by a mixture of reality and magical
possibilities. The orchards were empty; every one
of their fruits had long since been plucl-red and
carted away; the carved gateways were closed. No
sounds floated in the air, except the chirping of
birds; and it seemed so strange that there was no
living soul anywhere to take in all this beauty.
Shutters oovered the teashops which stood here and
there at the road-side; the gaily painted verandas
which peeped through the foliage were empty and
mute; no heads with exquisitely coloured turhans
popped out of the branches to gaze at the traveller
and give hint greeting. Could that charming
labyrinth be there for nohody's joy? As I passed
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the sleepy gardens I felt as if in each of them
happiness might be in hiding. Perchance it was
there, trcmulottsly expecting the bold man who
would scelr it out and snatch it to bimmlf; but a
pilgrim"s progress has to he steady and unflinching,
so I loolrod for no other happiness than that which
the venerable saint might grant me. And suddenly,
amidst the drealny, drowsy gardens, I hit upon the
right turning and came straight to the shrine.

I-Icre also the vegetation runs riot. The holy
man's tomb is overshadowed by lofty elms and
poplars, and die usual offerings of yalts’ tails and
ibex horns stand or lie between the fig tre-es and
pomegranate bushes, wbilc small votive rags flutter
in the breeze from many a branch around. To
whom were all these prayers addressed? As usual
in this country, the actual facts of the saint’s life
are dimmed by a haae of legend. The one thing
which the devout pilgrim knows is that the Hodja,
whose intercession he comes to se-cit, was a very
great saint who lived long ago, became famous for
his contempt of worldly pleasures, and is now in
the bosom of the Almighty: a most excellent
position from which to shower down benefits upon
applicants.

Themmhisnaturallytltetntegoalofthe
pilgrimage, and on that calm afternoon it loolted a
most appropriate ending to the journey; the garden
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around feltsoquietandrcstful,sofull ofpio-as
concentration. A solitary guardian was the only
human being in view, and after a that with rne he
led the way through an ancient arched doorway
into the ruined mosque close by. It is a madrasa
really, a seat of learning, three sides of the oblong
cotu'tbeingborderedbyatwo-storicdbuildingoorn-
posed of rooms for the sttttllettts, some of whom
were wallting about.

Unc man, more tallcative than the rest, after the
usual exchange of greetings, began spealring to me,
and asltcd me to come up and have a cup of tea.
I-lis room, one of several scores of siroilar cells
facing each other, was trery simple, not to say poor:
whitewashed walls, a straw mat on the mud floor,
a mattress and bedding in the corner, a small
wooden trunlr. for spare clothes, a shelf for the tea-
pot and cups, a few books and a three-stringed
guitar made up the entire list of its contents. My
host told me that his school had much degenerated
from its pristine glory and was no longer rich
enough to lteep up a large number of pupils. In
the Islamic East learning is not paid for; it is given
frocly to those who consecrate themselves to it.
Wealthy men erect and endow niadrasas, and on
the revenues of the college live the students, who
in that way can wholly devote themselves to the
sciences and never be troubled by the necessity oi
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earning tiscir bread.

Hedja-Ftlchrar is slewly sinlting te decay, for
pewerty and ruin are gnawing at the venerable
sehnel; its inmates are few, and their beautiful
abacle is falling tn pieces. The blue-tiled sentences
which run ever the walls lacle many a letter nf their
bald eulic script, and an the pzwcmcnl. rnnncl the
central fnunrain tiles bf all cnlunrs strew the grnund.

On the fourth side til? the cnttrtyard is a masque,
rather late in style and eleetn"atiun—-si:eteenti1 nr
perhaps even seventeenth nentury—httt lnsely
nevertheless. Many of its beauties have perished,
but the grand pnrtal is still extant anti cewerecl, as
nf yere, with vivid and tender hues such as the
mere saber taste nf the fifteenth century refrained
irern using; pinlt anti yellow, purple and green
blend ever its surface with the classic turqunise and
sapphire ei earlier clays. It sectns as if the great
Hat wall, proudly erect amidst its faded surreuntl-
ings, were leept up by same invisible hand as a relic
er a pertent. ‘What superb spirit inhabits iti‘--
G-.I1-l‘.'. ta whern time is naught? In the lnng, trans-
parent mnenlit nights, when the caal beauty all the
huge portal stares 1.u1iiinehingly at the sley, da net
all those charming painted fragments, lying i.n a
heap at its feet, appear tn be the cerpses c-E wild
prayers hurled through mid-air ta the ghe-st of a
farmer peried by senls yearning ta see his return,
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and then rejected by him iroplaeahly and tossed to
the ground? For if the spirit is there in seelu-sifltl-t
he ltnows for a oertainty that symbols may remain,
but that once an epoch has withered and died, no
powers can revive it; for in thingehutnan there is
no eataet repetition, hut always new combinations
of old elements, an endless variety of new
stings which pitilcssly sweep away the empty shells
of former lives when the time for their own soli-
expression is ripe. Hodja-Althrar in its wilderness
seems full of a sense of revolt agaillst sllelt a cruel
order of thing; discontent and disapproval of the
ways oi the world seem to pervade it. Diffidcnt of
the present and of its tnethods, the proud mosque
hides away in a comer and clings jealously to the
remnants oli a past which no hand will ever restore.



'v'l

S.Alvl.t"tl'-!.tIt"t.l-llIt t't'l‘ l'~llt'IlllT

THE gay and gaudily dressed crowd which
throngs the baaaars in the tlny-time vanishes

at night into privacy, a privacy more complete
than any the West has ever ltnown, The houses
have no windows, nothing but grey, hlanl-t muds
walls; and even when an entrance-door happens
to he open, the only dting a passer-by may see
beyond it is a blaelt holc, for this first pasatge is
invariably built at an angle, so that no glimpse
may be had of the interior. Wtttnanhind never
goes about unveiled, the veil being of horsehair,
dense and stifi liitc cardboard, nor without the
shroud of a grey cloak worn ever the head, the
sleeves dangling empty; so that in the street all
ladies loolc alilte, and go about as if clad in hoses.
ti. house door may he open or closed, that matters
little; it is only a door and nothing else, It never
becomes an opportunity for delightful develop
m-ents; it is never the place where exciting gossip
may be exchanged, or an interesting acquainmnoe-
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ship pielced up; never, oitl never the cradle oi
romance. 5treet—l.ife is wholly oenli"-ed in the
bazaars; all the other streets have none oi it. They
wind about between continuous walls, the monotony
of which is only hroltcn by wooden enuanoes
perpetually locltod. bio one lingers on a bench, for
there are no benches. No one dawdlcs near his or
her doorstep, for such a thing, even if it did eacist,
would never oonvcy to anyonc’s mind the possibility
of using it as a oonnecting linle with the rest of
humanity.

Every good rule is relieved by at least one encep-
tittlt, however, and in Sarnarcanel [the Fates have
an willed it} ettceptittrta are all grouped in it cosy
oorner. Herc the least observant of wayfarers is at
onoe strueit by the unusual loolt of things. At
night die doors are not closed, but stand ajar; from
behind them lights radiate into the darltness, and
stealthy figures, but half-shrouded and hardly veiled,
make it manifest that here not only is a rigid
husband's jealousy out of the question, but that even
propriety, as die lvloslem world understands it, is
scattered to the winds.

Taite your chanoe and follow a hecitoning finger.
‘foo step at onoe into a realm of graceful dolls,
where all values seem to he reversed and many
missing. Are they human beings, those who come
togroct the h:|-rcigrteri’ DE cotusenot. They are
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dear litde inrnates of an etttttic aviary, pataiteets
or humming-birds, earthly-paradise birds perhaps,
noisy, laughing, teasing, chatting, whimsical
creatures. They loolt lilte wonten with their faces
rouged, their eyebrows painted into a straight
blaelt lint, nails ltenna'd so as to itnitate carnelians,
long ear-rings of bolas rubies and scetl-pearls dang-
ling from under raven-blaelt lotlts. big silver rings
studded with turquoise and coral on all their lingers,
and an endless variety of the most tender, the most
striiting, the most vivid colours, not of the rainbow,
but of the dycr‘s art, tttittetl up in the siilten clothes
which rustle at each of their delicate gestures; but
never does a painful opposition of crimson and
scarlet offend the eye, never a harsh or vulgar
asso-ciation of tints mar the picture. This kingdom
of daintiness is ruled by the ancient harmonics of
Oriental colouring, which are innate in all living
creatures born on the soil of Asia.

The visitor is ofilered sweets in enrlless varieties,
and they seem the natural food of this land of
honeyed, almost cloying, prettiness. Of course
there is nothing human about it. Charming and
soulless, sometimes lovely, bot always uninteresting,
it is a made-up thing, a toy, the realities of which
are all on a different plane.

If the wayfarer thinlts one of the brilliant oom-
paay more attractive than the rest, the oompliolent
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will be received with greater appreciation than he
expects. Not only will an aged asamtna be called
in to bring fresh tea and to admire the guest, hut
even very tiny brothers and sisters will toddle in at
the |1ostoss‘s bidding, that she may show Itittt all
to them; and this mal-ting friends with the whale
{anally creates a ridiculous though easjt-going
eonviviality, perfectly tups}r—hu1r}', but quite homely.

Ho squalor, no perversiqri no suffering are
apparent-—d1ey would be out of place in this
universe of the unreal; nothing but a doll’s house,
lull oi elaborate platrtlaings, where an oversugarod
and superficial oblivion of everyday existence pet-
vades a special atmosphere devoid of any moraliqt,
any feeling, any deep human note.

It is delightful, hut, alter all. rather like the
parrot-house at the Zoo.

-I1-I-1|-I-I
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Bl1il~l=i.Iir't.l“~lUl~rl'.‘:i IvlnDB.A5.t‘L

Ilfil-iii-I.i"s.I*iUi‘-l was the name of one of
BTitnur's sisters, to whntn the great monarch
was deeply attaehed. She died before rcacliing an
advanced age, and Timur's grief at her loss was
boundless. He buried her in Sarnarc-and, and
beside her mausoleum (now, alasl shorn oi all its
beauty} he decided to build another monument to
her memory, which should he a thing of both
mural and physical beauty for ever. In the very
c-cntte of the bazaars he erected the rnadrasa which
hears her name. He assembled aii the most refined
productions which lhe art of his age eould create.
Tradition will have it that he engaged the best
worltmen from distant countries fur carrying our
his plans. Prioeless materials were lavishly use-dr
the massive entrance-doors were coated with silver
embossed and engraved; rare marbles enhanced
every eorner oli the precincts; admirable rugs covered
the pavements; gold lamps, enriched with precious
stonm, hung from the vaults; elaborately hound
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be-nits, eaquisireiy written by the best calligraphers
of the day and illustrated by the most renowned
rniniaturists, were kept in the library. Hundreds
oi students prospered in this seat of learning, and
its fame flew far and wide.

iielasl That very lustuty for which the rnadrasa
was celebrated has perhaps been the chief eause of
its undoing. The riches of Bibi-Ehanunfs school
and mosque tempted every conqueror through the
darlr ages of strife and war which dcsolated Central
haia for so many generations; and then earthquaises
completed the destruction which human hands had
begun. The huge pile is still erect in most of its
parts, towering high above the flaeroofed native
houses; but its portal is gone, its beautiful blue dome
is all cracked and sutdten, the stately courtyard is
surrounded by half-ruined walls, the pupils‘ cells
stand open to every storm; and large trees, spread-
ing their roots under the pavement, lift up the Flag~
stones and overntrn them, whereby an atrnoephere
of picturesque disorder is added to the empty hush
of Timur‘s great worlr of arr. It has new becotne a
siteleton, pathetic in its grim vacuity. Duly one
eloquent detail remains to proclaim the scale of
its former importance: in the central atria of the
yard an immense 1'-'i.oran-table is left untouched.

Itiscut out ufa bleelr of marble and eoveoed with
delicately carved Floral patterns, its form being that
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of the ordinary boolostand in Li-entrai Asia, shaped
to support a volume hall-open. ‘Whoever could
have written a Koran which required such a.
stand? What can have been the actual sire a.nd
weight of the manuscript when a grown-up man
can stretch out at full length in the hollow prepared
for the haclt of its binding? ftnd by what grace of
Providenee has this one lovely table been spared
to remind ignorant generations that Bibi-l{hanurn's
madrasa was a repository from which the Spirit of
God sent forth its rays? Greedy barbarians have
torn away all its treasures, have cut to pieces and
destroyed its perishable beauty; but the symbol of
learning, the pillar of abstract truth has survived
through all those terrible vicissitudes, to tell those
who are attentive and able to understand that
Timurls foundation was but s piously decorated
frame made for housing a radiance of mind—-
inlinitely more precious than all the biandishments
of matter.

The lonely splendour of Bibi-l'-'lhanum’s madrasa
is still far more striiting by night than by day.
Nights in Central Asia are, as a rule, different item
those elsewhere, owing to the eatteme dryness and
elearness of the air. There the slty seems nearer
to earth, a|1d the stars are much larger and brighter.
As there is very seldom any wind at Samarcand,
those warm summer nights convey an impression
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of something quite apart, of a divine harmony of
nature where all things celestial closely participate
in terrestrial matters. In that magical atmosphere
I never approached the gaunt outline of Bibi-
l'ihanum’s shrine without a definite feeling of awe
The grey walls. stand out against an in-
tensely darlt slty, the blue dome is as if cut out of an
enormous turquoise, the details of the architecture
merge in a general air of self-restrained and reticent
desolation. The light of the moon pours all
over the high bare walls and reveals in them
new values and new charms, undetected in the
glare of day. The belts of inscriptions running
through the brielcworlt, the sparsely used, datlt. blue
borders, the dots of enamel which cunningly
punctuate the masonry--all these -del:-tils acquire
another sense. By day they are little more than
spots of colour which the architect used in order
to thmw forward some of the reliefs, or else to
add depth and sofmrss to the evett paste of Hat
planes. By night they are alive with new mean-
ings. Jits the silvery moonlight slips over them at
certain angles they shine lilte sparlts of some
unearthly lire which breal-rs forth through the dim
rosy‘ surfaces and maltcs the immense edifice still
n'uet to itself. It is not merely the decayed remnant
of a great artist's conception, but truly a
dropped on to earth from above, whose very essence

lt
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is pcrmsatui with spiritual influtsncss, and whusg
frstgmmts, huwcwsr sp-uilt us smsslicti, go an
pruutlly pruclsiming tht: supremacy of th-: mind,
whatcvcr clay it may deem fit tu aniniatc.

liibi-I{hsnum‘s sciitml :=.|':pt-mrs tu many cycs as
but :1 pitiful wrcclt, anti nut cvcn :1 vcrfr impurtartt
wrctrls, perhaps, now that imtlginntinn and mcrnuqr
haw: tu tlu su much tu rcctmstruct the image nE tlis
past frum uut uf tilt: prrssrrnt tlilttpitiatiun. lint ili
it wars tu vanish entirely in ill: shucl-t of a new
sasrthqualts, Samarcand would nu mus»: l:|-2 til»: same,
for its grcatcst turcli uf spiritual light would 11:
crstinguishstl fur mrcr.

I-



VIII

EAEM

A HEATING of tamhnurines, with at regular
intervals the nuthretiit of a staccato esdertsos,

on a general hatiltgrnund of humming murmur;
then a high falsetto chant, eyer more and more
insistent; sometimes an aeeompaniment of suinged
instruments, weaving quite independently thei.r
tenuous cobweb of melody in quarter-tones so as to
nomplete and deepen hy eontmst the eestasy of
sound which pours forth from the tightly stretched
geatsirins. . . . When at the hour of sunset such
musie strikes your ears, you may he sure that some-
where elose hy there is a 'h1nm', the isyourite
holler performance of the East.

It is a hailet ul1li.itt‘: ours, for the women may only
datnoe in the aeelnsion of their heroes to amuse
themselves and their friends; in the hazre which
men may see, the performers are exclusively hoya.
The staging is hy no means elahorate. A spaee is
cleared, mayhe in a room, more commonly in
a garden or a yard, and covered with it rug or rugs,

55
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very often with felt mats, for on these monochrome
surfaces, white, grey or crimson, the hare feet of the
dancers are more apparent and the delicacies of
their motions can he more clearly perceived. The
spectators sit crouching on their haonehes all round
the harder, leaving only at one rntl an empty place
for the musicians antl for the heap of hot ernhcrs
on which tho tamhourincs are warmed every now
and then so as to tighten the sltins when they loosen.
A strong scent of aromatic plants floats in the air,
for it is supper-time, and most suppers are coolted
on lites made with a dry shruh which yields a
particular smell that is exquisitely characteristic of
the country.

The first dancer comes for-tvard on tipme and
hegirts by going round the stage provided for the
danoe. He advances in short, rhythmic, gliding
steps, his arms altimho; then stops in the middle,
and starts drooping, twisting, turning with jerlty
gestures at precisely those moments when a white
man’: eye least expects him to do so. He is followed
hy another and yet another, till sometimes half a
cloaen or more youngsters are showing off their
odd graces at once. It loo!-ts at first lilte an iro-
provisation, hut little hy little the rules of an ancient
and intricate art may he clearly detected; you feel
that there is nothing accidental in the performance,
that it is regulated by traditional laws, full of

 IL1I-In
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suhtlety and purpose.

The dance may have had a rintalistie origin at
a remote period; now it is undoubtedly voluptuous,
though it still follows feted principles, the meaning
of which has mic into ohlivion. The 'hatchas',
as the dancers are called, use as a medium their
slim young bodies, all totally devoid of that estuher-
ance of form which is necessary to the perfection
of feminine beauty, as it is understood in the East,
and neither in shape, garh nor manner do they
attempt to loolc lrlte women. Still, many details
of their malre-up, such as the straight line of their
painted eyehrows, the long hair made still longer
by artificial tresses with iewelled tassels tied to the
ends, the henna'd nails, palms and heels all point to
effeminacy. Their iaoes remain perfectly motion-
less right through the dance, and their eyes never rest
on the audience, hut are more and more drowned,
as the hours go hy, in a dream of imaginary delight.
From time to time they stop to rest and wipe the
moisture ofi their faces. Then on all sides tea—
howls are timidly prodered to quench their thirst,
if such be their desire. Sometimes one of the hays
will accept the offer and, heading humbly, with
his left hand on his chest, sip some green tea out
of the hig Chinese howl which he has taken with
his right. By accepting the drinlc it is not he
who is receiving a kindness; it is he who, on the
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contrary, is conferring a hoon. It is considered so
splendid to he a dancer that a marl: of friendship or
respect coming from one of them is an honour, and
I have more than once seen some aged whitcheard
actually weep with emotion at having a hatehil
accept his howl for a minute -so sweet is it to have
such a distinction thrust upon you in pulilic.

Sometimes, though very rarely, the tlancers rein-
force dteir action with their voices; they catch up
a few hats of the music and for a short time join
the singers, going on in the meanwhile with their
steps. its for the words sung, they are usually
some complimentary exclamation or epithet
repeated over and over again without any alteration.
I remember onoe hearing all through the night
the following two sentences: ‘fithl a hundred
blossoms of the apricot-tree’, and ‘ Cthl a hundred
hlo-ssorns of the peach-tree‘, sung out in endless
succession with merely a different inflexion for each
of the two and sometimes a new measure, as the
dance became more animated. To the uninitiated
foreigner it is not at First apparent why the dance
should cease at any particular moment. It stops
abruptly after a climax, though previously it had
gone smoothly on after seemingly similar climaxes;
however, there is no doubt shout die right time in
die minds of the performers, for they all relapse into
repose with astounding unanimity.



ls.-tater 5g

The technical side of the dance is a regular
science; there are passionate devotees of different
schools with refinements so minute as to remain
unnoticed by the casual observer: something like
the various theories professed by aficionados, the
lovers of hull-lights in Spain.

E a rule the ballet of hatchas is apt to appear
monotonous and rather insipid to a stranger. Only
onoe did I obtain a deeper insight into its
possibilities, on an occasion when fortuitous circum-
stances created a particular atmosphere. I was
passing dirough Sarnarcaad with a li‘tiet'1Ci who,
though he ltnew but little of native life, was very
much attracted by it, and insisted upon melting
the most of his short stay in the old city by gather-
ing as many impressions as ptlts-iible. We had
spent die whole day in loitering about mosques and
haaaars, and after a rather crowded afternoon and
a late dinner, I suggested going to see a haam.
However, all the companies of batehhs were already
engaged by other pleasure-seelters, and long drives
from the best dancing-places to less well-ltnown
ones yielded no rmult. It was getting late and we
were rather disappointed, when a man,
seeing us intent on witneing a performance,
offered to arrange something, even if it were not
with one of the fashionable ‘companies’. We
accepted, and he tool: us to a garden where we
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waited for a while, .till a solitary dancer arrived
with only two tambourine-players for orchestra.
A carpet was spread our, and two lanterns, stuclt
up on short p-olcs, shed an uncertain light on to
its faded pattern. A few rotlntl-capp-rd clms and
mulberry-trees scrcenctl us olT from tl1c outer world,
and narrow, pointed poplars rose high up ltr'l'|i|'ttl
them into the star-hcspanglctl slty.

The dancer tlitlnlt resemble the common type of
batchii, ruddy, bright-eyed, rogoish urchins as these
usually are. Almond-shaped eyes in a thin pale
face, an amazingly supple, spare ligure dressed in
greys and blues instead of the rather garish splashes
of vivid colours which his lilte are wont to wear, and
a morhid languishing grace, made up a silhouette
which reminded me more of Egypt or Syria than of
Turltestan. There was a strange fascination in his
queer motions, and the thin, cracltcd voice with
which he sometimes accompanied himself, gave the
whole performance a relish, not of ballet, but of a
mystic ceremony in which religion and sorcery had
blended their incantations. When, later on, he
rested, I questioned him as to the words of his
songs, for the swiftly eharigiog measure prevented
my catching their sense; but he was lazy and vague,
and ordy condescended to explain that they were
very old songs handed down from one generation
to another, and that he mold not possibly remember
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the werds unless he sang them; it was clear that I
we-.1id net be able te extract [rem him a plain
rendering e[ their meaning. And I didn't dare te
insist, lest I hrelre the spell; [er by degrees eur
shabby little perlerntaaee in the small garden was
assuming in my eyes a snysterietts depth and
significance which I hail been far frem cape-ctiltg.

It relic uf uni-tuewn ages had revised heiere rec.
It bclnnged Le slew precessiens winding daeir ways
threugh huge temples amidst cleuds ef incense; tn
ancient beliefs and eustetes new dead and Eer-
gettcn; tn rites and mics erelaincd by pewerhsl
sages cenyersant with the unseen and guided by
eeeelt ferees. I suddenly felt as if I were rte leeger
witnessing a rather cemmenplace entertainment in
the security nf a eiyiliaed cps-ch. All arettnd me
blew the breath eE distant years when the brutality
et lite was redeemed by an. intense and potent
spirituality, enly accessible te these initiated enes
whe lcnew hew tn guard its seerets Eretn the yulgar
crewd. The hedge ef sheltering trees receded and
melted away; the deep night, crammed clese with
stars, against which I ceuld just guess en ene side
the tall ruin eli Bibi-H.hanun1‘s mesque and eel the
ether the pale ridge crewned with the elem: ef
Shah-.i'Eintlah~—that was the real baeltgreuntl ef
the picture. These venerable monuments them-
selves, the euteeme ef elder and mere rnysterieus
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ciyiliaatiees, were net they the actual feuntain ef
grace frem which flewed that quaint inspiratien
which was emhetlied belere me in the weird art ef
a frail and arnbigueus dancing-it-eyi‘

But a eeelt crewetl, a pale strealt arese in the
East, and the wretched hatehii hegatt eemplaining
ef fatigue. All the glanteer with which my
imaginatien had ycsted him peeled u|'l' and emmhlcd
away. The visien was ne mere. Ilut had a part
been really played by my lmaginatien? There had
been lilee a windew threwn epen, a curtain slewly
drawn aside, till suddenly a thiele mist had swamped
the picture and the eeajurer's triclt was eser with
nething left behind it. Ne, surely it had again
been ene ef San1arcar1d’s admirable rttee-ds. After
a leng and diseppeinting play ef cat and rneusc, the
had deftly indulged in a hewitehing caress, quench-
ing fer s rnernent her leyer's thirst, in erder le melee
him yearn still mere insatiably fer ever new glimpses
ef her heauty.
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ISRAHDER-EULIQUIHAIN

A SINGLE glance at the valley in vvhieh Samar-
cand is built is suliicieat te see that human life

must have prespercd here since time immernerial.
It is the valley ef the River firafshan (which in
Persian means ‘the geldeu'ewer’}, but, speaking
mere accurately, it is an undulating plain with a
well ef high meuntains berdering it en the seuth,
while en the nerth a distant chain ef hills blets nut
part ef the herhtert witheut elesieg the city in.

The general aspect ef the landscape is enchant»
ing. There is a breaddt about it and an elegance
ef Ilewing lines which maites it attractive at lirst
sight; besides, it is clearly apparent that the eldest
caravan-reutes ef Asia were beund te pass here, as
this is the natural creasing ef the ways, the unsveid-
ahle meeting-place ef tradesmen ceming fresh
China, India, Kabul, Iran, Eel-thsra ancl the
Tttranian steppes. Whe were the first te settle
here? Seree day scientific esceavatiens may be able
te seive the questien; fer the present every Samar-

as
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candi ltnews fer a certainty that his tewn was built
by King Samar very leng age. 1!-at hew lung age?
And whe was Itiing -Samar and what else did
he dei‘ Ne ene has any iniertttatien. There
must have been a fiantar, fer the secend part ef the
city's name, ‘triad’, means tnwn, while the first
part, ‘Samar ‘, is net ltnewrt tn tneatt anything
by itself: it must, tlterefere, be the name ef the
man whe feunded the tewn, and after whnm it was
called. I have never been able tn elicit a mere
plausible estplanatien.

The first time that, te eur lcnewletlge, Eiatnarcand
played s pert in histery was during the lvlacedenian
eenquest. The incredible adventure ef the Greelt
.|'ll..t'm]t searching tltreugh Persia right dawn te
India has never been fergetten, and the wentierfttl
perseuality ef Alexander the Great has left a deep
imprint all ever Central Fssia. l‘-let enly was his
invasien the dawn ef a new era; net enly did the
Greelr settlements, which he se carefully festcted,
act as a ferment ef new life and new ideas; but the
peculiar characteristics ef the man whe had breught
all this Erem a fat-eff land were se pewerful and se
delightful that nearly every spet he visited has
gratefully preserved his memery. Rerniniseences
ef him crep up at the mest uneitpected places.
Speal-ting ence te Isltander»Khan, the lawful
severeign ef distant Badalehshan, new dethrened

L“.-l'c'.l.I'I"lI'|i.' 
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by the Afghans, l aslced ltim if he had net been se
called in henettr ef the great lylaeerlertian. ‘What
was my amaaement te learn that he censidered him+
self the direct effspring nf Alexander's steels,
threttgh seme fifty-five tn siaty generatiuns, the
gencalegy ef which he was ahle tn write eut at encel

The natne nf lsltantler-itiulltarnain, the ‘twe-
l'|t:t,t':net_l r'tle:-tender’, was se deeply rented irt the
peeple‘s ailcctinns, that even Islam was p-ewerless
against it and had te .'1tltt|tl the hem fer its ewn.
Ftccerding te the prevailing belief, r‘:.lcttande.r is ene
ef the very few men cheesen by Allah fer a divine
missien and bearing‘ the seal ef the Jidntighty—en e
par, that is te say, with lvlahemet. As fer the
urtcttpected surname ef ‘ ttve-herned’, it prehehly
cernes it-em the eeins ef the Diadeelts, which bear
en the ehverse .r’tltecander's idealised prefile with a
ram's sltin fer headgear, the herns ef the rarn
entwining the ears. {in the ether hand, aceerding
te the Ivieslem glessaries, the name reeans ‘master
ef beth halves ef the werld '.

After the tragic death ef Darius artd the pursuit
ef the murderer, Ftleasndefs reute tisrnugh what
is new lhlishap-ur, llvfeshed, hferv and Bekhara
hreught the army tt:t Samareand {er ltfaracattda, as
Plutareh and Clurtius called it}. The impertance ef
the place at that time is manifest when we
remember that Alescander tlteught it werth while

I
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fer twe years te tear himself away frem Samarcand.
Did he actually live en the spet which ewes its later
lJ-tattty tn Timur? f'rnl'tably the ' ltalah' er
tnediaeval fertrcss, built en the highest spet, net far
ftflltt the river, was his rt'sitlcsttr, in stccrtrtlance with
that ttnvaryittg rule which ntaltes the tttastcr nf an
ftsiatie land dwell en an t'tttittr'rtt:e frnnt which he
can watch in cnnt|atrative security what is geing en
areund. Thttt paint can nnly he detertnined by
systematic escavatien; in its present state the lfaiah
bears ne trace ef rltlestendcr.

Turned inte an arsenal, the Halah religieusly
preserves but ene magnificent relic, the ‘lcelt-mh '
er ' blue stene ', the tbrene nf Samarcartd in
li-tieslcm days. This is a ltttge bleclc ef grey marble,
carved in the Persian style, and en tn it traditien
says that every master nf Samarcand was lifted
when cenqucst er cleetien had given him the city.
He was first placed erect en a white felt mat, and
then heistcd up and ea pttsetl tn all eyes en the heir-
tash, amidst the aeclarnatiens ef his Iellewers.
This was the necessary censecratien ef his pewer.
A vaulted chamber has been built retmd tl'u'ee sides
nf the threne, and an iren grating mal.-res it access
ible te visiters frem the frent. liut this is the enly
vestige ef the past which the Itfalah has retained.

The plain beyend it, called Afresiab, new water-
less and desert, was die site ef the Greek tewn. It
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has never yet been esplnred, but every year after the
winter rains small uhjeets are washed nut there
which all tiennte a Greek nrigin : reins, petsherds,
stnnll gems; snmetimes Greel-t swnrels have emerged
Ere-m the rnttrl. Clnee, many years age, a mis-
guitlerl amateur arehrenlngist hlew up part el t:he
grnuncl with dynamite, hut this misepent energy
riatur-ally lncl tn nn rlisenueries. En that up tn new
.F'i.le1rantler‘s cnlnny has remained a barren waste
which may proh-ably h-eeeme su-me day a rieh field
fer exeavatiens. It stretches nit tn the nnrth-east
and merges inte a steppe, equally seereheri antl
grey, hut marked hf a rather elelinite limit, where
the site ni' the inrrner settlement en-rne-s tn an end.
At present ene mee here with |IIlEl'l1t'¢$ whieli are
net ennnneterl with r"ile.sander's epoch, thnugh the
hate fast nf i't.frnaiah's being their l;tttelr_g1'nu.nt'l gives
them a peeuliar Easeinatien,

The first time that I rnde alnng in that
tlireetien, I rnet twu ehiltlren with a goat. The
gnat was ehstinate an-t'l refused tn get where she was
let:l,snenenftheh-ujrstriedttatlragherhtr the
hnrns, while the nrher pushed her frem hehintl. lt
remineletl me of tlinse grnups, hnrrnwnti Ere-tn
antique life, which were sueh favourites in late
eighteenth eeutury art. Eveqrnrie eeneernesl was
enjoying himself; the yeungsters laughing anel the
gnat prancing ah-nut. It all lnnltntl an merry and
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graceful that it might have heen put there in the
midst ef this rninnns desniatinn inst fnr a ettntrast.
DE enttrsel at nnee fnined in the lttn, and the hays
began insisting that I shnttltl huy the gnat. ‘But
what shnuld I tin with it?’ saiti l. ‘Give it int
a game ni ltnl-t-huri,' said they. Hnw ‘heli-
huri', which means ‘grey well“, is the iatrnurite
natinnal farm nf spnrt. .t‘t gnat is ltilletl (ritualis-
tieally, sn as tn he lawlnl [net] 1.tter tin] and nne
mart gailnps nfi hnlding it under his ltnee. Other
horsemen, snmetimes a huge ernwtl ni them, try tn
talte it away, and the wretched rarrass is snatehed
and tern and twisted frem nne saddle tn annther.
The nae whe has heen nhle tn keep it lnngest, nr tn
get it haelt. several times, wins it in-r :1 prize. lt
retyttites a firm grip and mneh agility tn distinguish
nneself in sneh a game. The hnrses nften seem tn
eajny and understand it as mueh at the men; they
ltielt and rear, hite at their neighh-nttrs and push
thrnugh in erder tn get near the gent-heater, whn
is at last surraurided by :1 dense ring ni enmpetitnrs,
all shunting and yelling at the tap ef their vniees.
Either he nr his sneeesshrl rival has tn tear tltreugh
the ernrvd and gallnp nil‘ irt a new tlireetinn, while
all the rest are in hnt pursuit after him. As the
natitres are very gaod hnrsemen, l have seldnm seen
any ni them nnsaddled during a rnateh nf knit-huri,
theugh it is diffieult tn understand he-w they manage
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to lteep their seats. Saddle-girths, however, snap
sometimes in the turmoil and aeeidents are not
infrequent.

It was sueh a game that the goat-boys were
suggesting. ‘Hut '. said I, ‘supposing we ltill
the goat, where tire the ltrtrsemen vvhn are tn fight
for the |1-riv.ei"' ‘The prise‘, said they, 'is the
rare thing: ii only it is there, men will appear to
enntpete for it.’ I wealely yielded, and the little
villains at nnee performed the satrifiee There was
no altar, no ineense, no garlands; but in all other
respects the moelt antique ceremony was oelebrated
with perfeet decorum. We had duly bled the poor
beast, when, as ehonee would have it, two men
rode by. We told them that we were ready for a
game, and they galioped off to gather triends.
Twenty minutes later we had half a dotoen
candidates. So it was all settled: there was the
prise and there were the sportsmen; I was to he
umpire and the two boys would do duty for an
audienne.

At first all went quite smoothly. But soon the
man who had seeurnd the goat was seen no have a
much stronger horse than the others, who eantered
about vaguely after him, and thert tame haelt and
stared and grinned at me while their friend vanished
on the horisnn and was gone. Then we all burst
out laughing; for the whole thing had been a
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to cheat me out oi a few roubles, while supplying
the out oi the company with a good supper. They
were delighted to see me enjoy the fun as rnneh as
they did themselves, so we parted the hcst of friends.
Such was my first impression oi hirruiab.

l have olten returned there to ponder over its
pmibilities without being aide to start u systematic
exploration of the place, hut I have no doubt dtat a
most eloquent picture oi i"tle:ou1.tler"s epoch is
buried in that soil and might easily he hrnught to
light. The Greclt. settlement went on prospering
for a long tirne. After the -disrt.|’ptio|t oi t'ltle:t-
ander‘s empire it became the capital of iiogdiana, at
oertain tintes subject to liaetria and at others in
revolt against it, till little by little, under the
influence of the surrounding atmosphere, the ideals
which had been brought here from distant Europe
were gradually rno-diiied, and were eventually sub-
merged by the oeean oi Asiatic barharity. In the
course of those tour centuries, from the third to the
seventh of our era, when the Sassanian dynasty
was attempting to hind together the lands of the
ancient Persian Empire, Samarcand was a distant
outpost oi civilisation on the border oi dtc Central
Asiatic steppes from whence so many ditierent
invasions of nomads were still to pour down.
Then, after Islam had smashed and destroyed the
neo-Persian kingdom, hash centres of a new culture
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arose, and of their number fiamarcand little by little
became an important city, till Timur chose her for
his capital and made her what she is even now.
Her dry earth has surely lsept vestiges of all those
epochs of her past, and her store of Greek remains
cannot bttt be of considerable interest. Treasures
are continually found which are mostly lost to
science, dsnugh some of them have ended by reach‘
iug the local museums.

Dncc, as I was passing through, I heard that in
the ghetto a man had been digging a well in his
yard and had come across a pot full of gold eoins.
I rushed there at once. The fellow denied the
rumour, assuring me that the pot oontainnd but a
single noin, which he produced, but it was so rubioed
and worn that no trace of relief remained upon it.
The only thing that might be asserted about it was
that it belonged to prc»Islarr1ic times. I suspected
the man of having ltept this one ooin for show, in
order to avoid questions about the others; but what-
ever the truth may have been, I lcnew I would never
see the whole of the find. He was quite willing,
however, to show me the esraet spot where it had
come to light and to help mc with further
ettcavattons.

So I set to worl-t and in the oourae of a osuplc
of days catracted from under his house four terra-
etttta coflins of undoubted Grcelt They
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TIE immediate surroundings of an ancient
town are always attractive, especially if that

town has been more important fortuerly titan at
present. lfit has recently passed through a period
of shrinltage, then all the beautiful places in its
closest neighbourhood will notbavc been swallowed
up by ugly suburbs.

In Samarcand, as in most of the old cities of
Russian Turlrestari, part of the belt of gardens which
encircles the city has been talren for the site of a
new Iiussian settlement, where an entirely different
life is led, quite apart from that of the native
quarters. Otherwise the country near Samarcand
has preserved its original features and the natural
charm of the Zerafshan Valley has not been spoilt
by European-lool-ting buildings. The hills which
rise over the plain to die south are covered with
woods planted nnee the Russian oonquest, and
charming walks can be enjoyed under their dense
foliage. They grow mosdy on terraces, and by

5'5
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elimhing slnwly up, ene uhtains at each halt a inure
and mere extensive view ever the valley. Small
Earms, huddled in amung the Dutsitirts ef the
meuntains, peep thruugh the trees and shruh:
growing thickly arnund daern, er ever the invariable
pinleish-grey mud vvalls which secure their privacy
frem the ruad; they heeume rarer as the elistanee
from the tnwu inereases, till a spur uverleulsing the
river marl-cs the extreuie limit ei the suburb, On
this hill, ealled Chapau-Pita, a battle was fought
which gave Samareancl tn Russia in 1867; it is
erevvned by a rnunument eenarnemurating the event.
Nearly -app-usite, the Zeraishnn is spanned by an
elegant rluuhlt: arch which is said tn he the unly
remnant ei a bridge built hy Timur.

Lilee everywhere else in this part of the distriet,
many a earner is rieh with histerieal assueiatiuns.
Cine nE the must picturesque spets, nut far frem the
bridge, is the ternh ef Hedja-Daniar, a renuwned
place uf pilgrimage. The saint who is buried here
is helieve-d hy the natives tn he the prophet Daniel,
thuugh it would he diflieult tn explain haw, after
his experienees in the liens‘ den, Daniel wandered
inhisuldaygesufarafieldas tnhaveheenhuried in
Sarnareand. Then: is a sanctuary near the tenth,
hut the latter itself is in the up-en, no protective
masque having ever heen huilt ever it. It stands
an an even hit ei gruund hetsveen tvvu deep and
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narrow chasms which rivuiets, flowing down hum
the mountains, have litde by little cut in the soft
clay soil. Such eba.srns are one oi the features of
the landscape. _When in springtime the waters
rush down from the heights, they gradually sinl-:
deeper and deeper into the channels they iolhiw,
and huge cleits seem sonretimes to have been slashed
as though by a giant's itniie in the yellow calte oi
the hill-ridges, with a stream of water gurgling
somewhere far below. Hodja-]Janiar's tomb has
an imposing pedestal cut away on two sides by such
precipitous ravines.

The reputation oli holiness attached to the
spot is probably very ancient, though both chapel
and tomb are simple whitewashed constructions.
When the Russian Army first entered Samareand,
the sheiltbs oi this mat-sr tried to turn it into a
centre oi religious fanaticism and began by creating
a halo of miracle around it. Their propaganda
asserted that the saint would not submit to the
necesszity of having his bones lie in a land ruled by
the infidels, and that, to show his displeasure, he
was making his tomb eatpand. To the pious
amazement of the population, weelt by weelr. the
monument did in fact grow, every now and then

longer by a few feet. Last Friday's
pilgrims, when they came to pay their homage and
perform their devotions at the shrine, oould attest
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that most eertainly a weelt ago it had not reached
a certain stone or bush, whereas to-day it had
sutetched out much farther than those landmarks.
‘What was going to happen next, when already such
a palpable miracle was apparent to all eyes? Some
briclts antl paint, deftly added on at night, would
have been a sutiieient eatplanation oi the pone-nt,
but that was the only one which struclc no one’s
minrl. Crowds flocked to the holy place, while the
baaaars were full of the wildest rumours. Seeing
that the imagination of the people was ahlaae,
General Hauhnano, the first ‘Viceroy of Turltestan,
proclaimed diat the prophet Daniel was as much
a saint for Christians as for lvfoslems, and expressed
a wish to go and pray at his tomb. Having
reached it, he was sorely shoclted to see that the
burialsplace oi so great a man stood uncovered
and even unprotected :Eron1 wild beasts; nothing
prevented their jumping over it at night. liilho
ltnew hut what some impure jacltal might defile
it? So with the utruost reverence he ordered a
low wall to he erected all round and quite close to
it, and this simple act of respect was enough to
calm the saiut*s ruflled feelings, for the toroh at
onoe ceased its unnatural behaviour and, having
reached the wall, has remained unaltered ever since.
It is about thirty feet long, and unless you ltnow the
story you are rather p-|:1'plI.'.Itt~d to thiralt what an
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odd appearance the poor prophet must have had,
so long and so narrow, as ii he had used very high
stilts and been buried with them.

To the north of Samareand the plain rolls on
for about thirty miles towards the hloor-Ath bills.
The road cuts across a rich country covered with
liclds, vineyards rmd orchards. Prosperous-looking
villages brcalt up the monotony of the journey, and
their tea-houses and shops, grouped near the high-
way uncler trees-willows mostly and poplars and
mulberries—lorm a succession of pictures so
attractive and so characteristic that in each locality
it seems a pity to go on instead of stopping there
for lhavc ncvcr heard of any historical facts
or legends attached to tbnt wealthy and quiet
district. I believe, however, that such an absence
of interesting reminiscences is entirely due to the
carelessness of the oblivious East, for some traces
at least of a vanished epoch stare in the face of
every passer-by who, without even going out of his
way, takes the trouble to notice them. Most
undoubtedly a certain part at least of d1is high-
road was much better lcnown in other days than it
is at present. Where did it lead to and what was
the time of its glory? The enigma might be
guessed, but up to now nobody has given it a single
thought. The only outward sign oi its eat.istence—-
and what a sign l—is a double row of huge tumuli,
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forming a straight lint: for about a mils. Etrtstjr
om: of them is »:ttar:tl§' lilo: its ntighhotir in siar: and
shap-t-, and thsy stand at cqual intervals, so that the
tratslltr sots out at tham on his right, than anothtr
on his loft, and so on till the two amazing rows
stop ahruptly as they hogan. They hats: hacn
htapcd up on a flat plain, and than: is no doubt
that from the var]; first thty wars th: tsorlt of man
and not a fr-salt of naturt. Evtr sins: 1'.l'tt': far-off
ag: whtn irmurtttrahls spa-tits dug up ths tarth so as
to form thost: equal round hillotlts, that: thcy haw.
stood on both sidts of what is now a path leading
to small hatnltts hut which must fonntrly hats:
hotn a nctzcssary and important thoraughfans. fir:
that tombs, as tosrttdi itwariahhr art? Has: tlaqr
hots lootcd, as wart most tumuli of South-Eastarn
Russia in ll]-C Middlc Agra? ‘What tntsn wart
huritd urtdtr thsm? And of what rao: and
civilization? No rcply to that: qucstions has hccn
souglrt for.

Th: ttuttuli rrtust all hats: botrt mad: at th: tam:
tints, for ili thsy had h-ocn trocttd at dificrtnt titttss,
slircljr the latcr gnntratiarrs would ha-tr: ticd with
thtit predootssors and tritd to honour their own
hnrots by highar mounds of earth titan thus: of
forrlrasr, half-for_got'ttn htrots. But what htrocs
were thtyi How did it happtn that then: tscrt:
so marry of than at om:-:, and what road was this

F
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to he bordered by such impressive tnmhsi’ Was it
a preeessional road? ‘What proeesnons advanoed
along it, and to what temples?

It would require years of active labour to solve
the riddle, and up to now no Santareandl has eyer
guessed that a riddle exists. find if :1 to-ere ehanee
ones tools me that way and made me realitte that
this is a wondrous alley, perhaps pregnant with
nnettpeeted revelations, what unltnown treasures
may not still lie hidden around Satnarrandi‘ There
probably they are, coveted up lilte so rnony Sleeping
Beauties, waiting for the eentnries to elapse before
a Prince Charming tomes to arouse them with a
spade, perhaps, ii not with a ltiss, and ntalre the
world rieher and wiser by unveiling their longdest
E-Bill.‘-H3.
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UP to now Bol-thara has been ltnown allover
the East as B-oeltariei-Sharif, meaning ' Boo-

hara the holy '. For centuries its halo of saintliness
was enhanced by its immunity horn any sort of
foreign desecration. ‘When at last it was doomed;
when nothing more was -of any avail to secure
it from being deiiled by that invention of the
devil, the lire-spitting machine—even then the
mischief-nrtongers did not date to treat the holy city
as was their went. Its radiance cowed and sub-
dued them. Their saerilegious hands hesitated at
the eleventh hour and were compelled to halt at a
respectful distance from the venerable walls. he a
matter of fact the Russian Government was appre-
hensive of stirring up the religious fanaticism of the
crowd and therefore decided not to carry [ll-C
railway line tip to the actual precincts of the town.

The result was that a horrible rnodetu settle-
ment sprang up half a doaen miles from the
southern gate of Holtbara and crowded round a

Es
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station ltnown as New llol-thara. Thus the worlt-
shops, go-tlotvns, ollices, stores and hotels which
compose the suburb were ltept from too close a
proximity to the ancient mostptes. A special com-
mission was appointed to choose the site, ltut it is
difficult to guess by what consitlt-rations its tnernbcrs
were guitlc-tl, for of all the dreary, desolate, barren
holes, half clay, half mlt, where no trees will grow
. . . Anyhow, it is there that roost travellers talte
up their quarters.

True lovers of the East. however, find their way
to more picturesque if perhaps less oomiortable
shelter. They climb up the gigantic steps at one
of the old native caravanserais in the baa-aars and
enjoy a few days amidst surroundings so strongly
redolent of the Middle Ages that it all seeros exactly
lilte living in the Iiasra or the lvlosnl of the Arabian
talcs. The window, an open frame with no glass
nor substitute for glass in it, encloses a square of
deep blue slty with pale blue enamclled domes and
minarcts boldly towering in sharp outline against
the radiant background of acute. The top of each
eupola is crowned by a storlt's nest, and the cltunsy
birds stand flapping their blaelt and white wings
and clapping their coral—coloured bealts in deep
contempt of the busy city down below, as if'the
whole oi that limitless spaoc above was theirs and
theirs only. The window is placed so as not to
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overloolt the nearest roofs, lior as a role all roofs are
terraces on whida the people, and especially the
women, both old and young, spend most of their
lives. Of course the roofs are eut up and sheltered
by lightly built partitions; curtains sway in the
hrecae, daubing patches of vivid tints between
the rows of pots with flowers and soented shrubs
which do their best as roof-gardens. Although all
this manages to create a certain amount of privacy,
still a earavanserai window, on whose sill any
stranger might lean, ought not to intrude too closely
on the busy household ladies at their worlt. The
only creatures to own an absolute freedom of all
house-tops are the enormous native cats with bushy
side-whislters and fluffy tails, a species closely akin
to the Persian; they swarm all over the place and
travel about very cleverly h'om roof to root.

Eolthara is a crowded place: its massive crenel-
lated walls allow oi no expansion. The huge gates,
lacing each of the main roads, are close-d at sunset
and opened at sunrise. ll a belated waytarer
approaches one of them after the right time, no
entreaties ol his, no efiorts, no persuasion will
prevail upon the guards. Locl-ts and bolts will
remain unmoved, and he might just as well striltc
his tent at onoe and settle his ramp, however
tantaliaingly near to home he may have to spend
dtis last night oi his journey.
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Walls do not only encircle the city, they divide

it as well irtto separate parts or c|uarters, so that in
various places inside the town thcrc are gates with
soldiers on duty, who are expected to discriminate
and to prohibit or permit of thoroughfare after
darit. lieing a llussian in uniform, I could always
move ircely about, but it was not lltc same for every-
one. [had a friend in the ltattaars, one David, a
lew from Hcrat, who dealt mostly in antiques and
had collected a vast store of miscellaneous informa-
tion on various topics. He was an old man and
lived with his numerous descendants in the very
middle of the ghetto. The people of his race have
to follow certain Fixed roles in lloltlrara; they have
had a large settlement there for many centuries and
have preserved a very pure physical type. It has
been surmised that the ii-nlthara ]'ews are really the
lost tribes oi lsracl, and there is a tradition that they
were brought to Turitestan by Nebuchadneaaar.
Anyhow, they had lost all touch with their brethren
when, in modern times, the Russian conquest of
Central Asia threw down the barriers which itept
them apart from the rest of the world. Whatever
shadow of truth there may be in the story, those
long oenturies of unalloyed l‘vl'oslem rule, fanatical
and rigid, built up a special and not too favourable
ootle, to which the lewish population is obliged to
bend. To start with, no lew may ride a horse,
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however wealthy he happens to be; the utmost he
candoistoridean ass. As forclressorapparel,
dtat also is subservient to particular regulations.
In that country of gorgeously coloured robes a rich
[cw may weir a lthaiat of the roost delicately tinted
velvet or of the most vivid flowered sille, shot
perhaps with silver or gold; hut a robe is of no real
importance in an Eastern man's apparel: the belt,
or itamarband, is the dring dtat matters. Fine belts
are family heirlooms, and they are elmly connected
with the swords they are meant to support.
hiaturally, a Jew in liolthara is not allowed to carry
weapons, but he is not even entitled to wear a
Isamarband, however simple or unobtrusive. He
is obliged instead to use a common rope. When
I once asited what cotdd he the reason for this, I
was told it was in order to have the necessary
implement at hand in ease the wearer should be
hung; the rope is always there to remind him of
die probability of such proceedings. llnotlter resncio
tion is that ]ews are not allowed on the sneets after
curfew. it-ly friend David, however, had various
interests to attend to and his business sometimes
detained him away from home beyond legal hours.
fin such occasions he would corne and aslc me to
lead him baelttohishouse. tit Russian uniform
was a sufficient sesame for opening the gates, so
that with a jolte or a tip to the astonished soldiers
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1 we-ulel take Dayicl hack tu his antciaus family.
Whether it he ehte rte l'\ieht|chaelner.:sar ar net,

the Iews t:-E linhhara hare rentainerl a very pure race
and the gem] la-nhs nf the wtmtrn are prtwcrhiel.
They tltm“t wear veils like tilt" Mnslcm Italics; never-
thcless they leatl tt set1ti~se~ch|i_let| lilt" anti arr seleltttrt
tn he seen etttsidc the glictttr. {Ila festive days they
appear in amassing lieatl-tlrt-sses, estmyttgant tiaras
c-r mitrcs, h-ejewcllctl anti lwststnglcd; untler these
lflgh-crawned caps, set straight an the furehead with
rte hair showing in hctwcen, their pale tlelieate
cnmpleitlens ac-quire a quality rtf refinement which
recalls the velvety seitness hf a white hlnssem,
garclenia- er camelia-lilre.

The Iewish chilclren alsn are ltwely anti quite
different frem the efisprinp; nf the ether natives.
Their small and well-cut features are nf the type
peeple call ‘ Biblical’ {withtmt clearly lcnttwing, I
suspect, the exact meaning of that wrml}. They
are always dressed in hright ctilnurs, and if it wasn't
Eur mest ef the hays haying trtangy heads, they
wehlcl really he the prettiest little specimens ef clarit-
hairecl humanity ta he seen anywhesei

Curie-searching is a great excitement in Belthara,
aacl the immense bazaars are cine af the mast
clelightful hunting-grounds any-ene can imagine.
There are rnain lanes in them, -all ceurse, all sharly
and ca-til, aael ecwered cater with a raefiny; ei nssh-
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mats. They are so deusely thronged that when
you suddenly meet a splendid Holsharan oificial on
a fiery stallion surrounded by a relinue of scribes
and servants, or else a long string of camels with
bales on their backs and their silly pompous heads
adorned with networks of red and blue wool all
in tufts and balls with hells tiahlirtg and catnelmen
shouting, your first impression is that nobody will
ever get through either way, and that however
much may he mid, screamed, howled or yelled
about it, the thoroughfare is bloclted for good.
Eventually, however, wida much sitiling, apologie-
ing, pnshiog, pulling, pressing, elbowing, climbing,
squatting and so on, everyone manages to more
away. The turhans of the oflicials or the high-
poiscd heads of the camels slowly progress through
the semi-darltness, with just a flash of light touch-
ing upon them somewhere farther down as they
pass under a hole in the matting where a
ray of sunshine cuts through the gloom.

Right and left, at unexpected turnings, rotundas
or squares open on to the alley. These are special
haaaars for particular sorts of wares: rugs or velreu,
china or saddles, ehintaes or sillss, shoes or tea,
trunks or emhroiderics. It is all exactly like the
Baghdad of Harun-al~F.ashid, so that you expect to
hear someone among the passers-by shouting:
' New lamps for old.‘
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As for all those wares, notwithstanding their

Western app-cllations, they are totally unlilte the
things which such names usually convey to our
minds. Saddles, for instance, are made of wood,
with a high pummel ending in a lsiclncy-sha. peel top;
the scat is usually lacq ucred pea-green or scarlet with
a border oi stencillcd ivory; it is sunlt so as to allow
a soft cushion to be strapped on tn it. Trunits are
painted all colours oi the rainbow, with panels of
Flowers and fruit and birds, al'trl with bright metal
lirameworlc on all borders; they have loclts which
play little tunes of three or four notes, produced by
strips oi tin which the lcey catches when you turn
it. llelvets, when plain, are crimson or emerald;
when flowered, they show patterns in all sorts oi
tints and have a lovely softness due to slight
irregularities in the tettture of the material. They
are woven by hand and are not as a machine-made
velvet, which would be composed of threads each of
one colour; here the threads are dyed so as to form
a pattern. Gut on the street you may come acrom
a thick hunch oi sillc threads stretched out to the
full length of the future piece oi velvet. The
dycra are dipping it into, shall we say, yellow dye
(which, by the way, is rnadc of pomegranate rind},
and all the parts which are not meant to be yellow
are covered up so that they shall not he touched by
the yellow dye. ‘When this is dry, the yellow parts
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are wrapped up in their turn and those which are
meant to be purple or blue or any other hue are
unoovercd and dipped into the corresponding
cauldron; and so on till the whole warp is prepared
according to the pattern. Then die woof is brought
in, a pale greyish sills which gives a silvery peach»
bloom appearance to the velvet, and through it you
see where the colours of the pattern have slightly
run into each other during the tying and untyiug
process, rual-ting the whole surfaoe of the material
inc:redibly soft to the eye. In the hanaar for sillts
you meet with wonderful eolours: pale green shot
with orange, bright pinl-t with a sunset glow; I
once found a pale silvery yellow which the weaver
tolcl rue he had obtained by boiling the sill: in
chopped straw.

Cine of the attractive features oi the bazaars is
that everyone is so exquisitely polite. However
provol-ting it may be to have a clumsy person upset
one's elaborately conoocted shop-h'out, you never
witness a violent quarrel, never hear angry words.
If there is any shouting, any loud cries, it is only
in order to rnalce oneself heard above the general
din. The only unpleasaatly noisy haaaar is that of
the coppersmiths, who hammer mercilessly at their
pots and pails, engrave them, polish them, and sell
thcrn,alionrl'|esamespot. .tl.mancanspendhis
whole day in the bazaars : there are street-corner
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ltitehens (very much like those in Pompeii}, where
for a few coppers you can eat your luncheon over
the counter; there are bath-houses in various lanes;
barbers‘ booths are frequent. Everything a man
can require between sunrise and sunset is to be
found in the baaaars.

l3-olthara's chief discomfort is the iaclt. of water.
In all the e-ountry around, as well as higher up along
the eourse of the Zerafshan, the cultivation of the
soil has spread and intensified during the last fifty
years, and as the town only gets what the fields
don't require, it happens that the watcr—tan its inside
die walls get replenished after they have been sorely
in need of it for a long time. Right in the middle
of the city there is one great tarilt overshadowed by
huge trees. its old stene steps, as well as die cause-
ways above them, are crowded with tea-houses and
barhers' shops, so that the whole plane has more of
the atmosphere of a quiet little fair, or perhaps a
club, than of a street. This is the centre of social
life, where news is imparted and gossip exchanged.

Doe of die barber's specialities is the extracting
of ‘rishta', the abominable Bolthara worm, bred
from drinlcing foul water. The animal worlts its
way through the human body till it teaches the
slcin, where it forms a boil; this is cut open and the
head of the parasite is tied to a small stielt, which is
twisted round a little farther every day till the whole
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of the worm is drawn out. Hurry is eonaidered
fatal, as the beast might snap and die, which would
entail a ruore serious operation. In the normal
eourse of events patients go about with an open
wound and a small stielt aetess it, and the barber’:
business is to turn the stielt round about half an
inch every day. Most inhabitants of the tewn of
Bolthara bear at least one sear on some part of their
person as a reminiseenee of this awful malady.

Round various corners notr the big tanlt you
uome upon larger squares where at sunset. profes-
sional story-tellers earry on their trade. Good story-
tellers bring together very eensiderahle audiemtt.
and there would not he room enough to gatller a
erewd elese to the water. So everyone squats on
the pzwetuent-—both those who attend and the one
who relates. As Eur the tales, they fellow the eld
rules of Sheberaaade, going on day after day and
breaking off every night just at the most exciting
episode.

In the morning you hear at eertain plants other
voiees: the humming of shrill young throats,
occasionally interrupted by the gruff tones of an
old man's remark, or else by the smart smaele of
a stielt. This means that you are near a school,
The pupils squat on the flour, swaying to and Ere
and shouting their lessons at the pitch elf their
lungs. The ruain object is to learn by heart the

ll
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rarer of the Koran, even if their ettaet meaning in
sh-abie is not clearly understood. The swaying
motion is believed to develop the powers of memory.
As for tlte utaster's long flexible wand, it striltes the
boys only on their heads {if ever it strikes them at
all), for it is the head wltielt is the seat of under-
standing, and in ease of disobedience or inartetttion
it is the ltead which has to be reeelled to order.
Knowing the whole of the lioran by heart is
thought of very highly. There are ehsuitable
institutions for housing the blind, and the inmates
spend all their time ehanting the saered teats. By
so doing they acquire merit for the founders of the
asylum; another advantage is that they ereate an
atmosphere of piety in the whole neighbourhood,
where their loud veiees are heard from afar.

Education is mostly religious, and besides read-
ing the Home the seheolbuys are taught ltow to
assume in the right manner all the attitudes which
are due in the eourse of the live daily prayers.
Dwing to the importanee of rituaiistie motions.
much attention is lavished on this braneh of learn-
ing, and the aetual gytnnasties of worship are
therefore invariably performed with wonderful
simultaneousness, even by a numerous and erowded
eongregation. There is no doubt that the careful
and gestures, which are so eharaeter-
istie of l:he whole population in all eireumstanees of
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life, are the result of this method of
Personal cleanliness being part of the requirements
of religion, any I‘.t'lt'Ll'l who has been to school has
been taught in what particular fashion he must not
only wash, but even blow his nose or mop the sweat
off his brow. Thanks to religion, everyone has
good manners, even tnen who may perhaps be well-
nigh illiterate.

Schools are usually housed in the precincts of
a mosque. Unfortunately for white men, the
mosques in a town like Eekhara, which has ueser
been conquered by the infidel, are unoanditionally
closed to anyone who is not a lvieslern. The
oountry recognized the supremacy of Europeans
(when it was obliged to do so); but that is entirely
different, being a purely political step, carrying no
weight in religious matters. A few mosques have
preserved some vestiges of their original decoration :
blue cupolas and tiles in panels around their
entrance portioocs; but none of this work is of a
very good epoch and it is mostly in a rather
dilapidated condition.

The one striking architectural feature of Belchara
is the great minaret {Miner-i—I{alon], a tall, round
brick tower of the seventeenth century, covered by
a decoration of raised geometrical patterns formed
by the brickwork. Up to the era of the Russian
protectorate, this minaret was used for the execution
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of criminals: they were dashed from the top of it
on to the pavement below. The prison, which
houses criminals during trial, is a horrible place:
narrow, darle, crowded and liltity. Dangerous
subjects, besides heing attaelted to an iron ring listed
in the wall, are chained tn each other irt a row.
The heat, the stenclt, the horror of prevailing con—
ditions are appalling. The prisoners are allowed
just enough food to keep hotly and soul together,
but they are not forbidden to receive altos. Each
time I went to Ilolthara I used to take them bread
and money and listen to their complaints, the chief
of which was the uncertainty about how long they
would have to stay there before anyone troubled
to deal with their case. The pmctiec of casting
crirnirtals down from the great minaret had been
replaced by cutting their throats with a long pointed
knife, the blade of which grows broader towards
the handle; the point is inserted into the neck
behind the throat, then the knife is pushed forward,
swiftly, at one stroke, so that the throat is cut open,
not from the front, but from the inside.

A curious particularity of l':iol-thara is its
numerous cemeteries. The whole of the city is
holy ground, and it is therefore very desirable to
be buried there. .d.pp-arcntly an Eastern stm is a
powerful scavenger, for those burial-liclds have no
offensive odour. It is not very clear why dais
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should be the case, for l.sla.rn encourages the laying
away of corpses in badly closed coffins at no great
depth in the ground, in order to melee human
bodies revert to dust as quickly as possible. Still,
it is a fact; and those cemeteries, scatturotl about
all ever the place, go on being freely used.

I-lowcver insanitary it may hc, that particularity
harmoni:-tes wonderfully well with the whole of die
surroundings; just like the rest of the picture, it
makes one realise the immutability of the East. It
is the ‘Western onleoker who is out of place: what
he sees is all exactly as it was centuries ago;
the simple scale of human relationships, which is
dtc foundation-atone of the life he surreptitiously
portal-res of, has never been altered and is the same
as in the Arabian tales. By peering wary closely,
he may notice that many robes and turbans are no
longer hand-woven, and he may then remember
that there is actually a railway station some miles
away. However, them are details of no import-
anee which do not go deep below the surface of
i. For the true essence of twentieth century
Bolrhara is the same as dtat of Sihdbad the Sailor
and all the numerous Kaiendars.
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RESIDENCES til‘-‘ THE .t"iIviEEI-I. HF
BURIIARA

THE ftmeer elf Hekhara pessesses quite a
number nf residences. They serve variuus

Purpeses, but the primary ene ttf being used hv the
severeign ta live in is net always ameng them.

The eldest residence, a mecliaevel fertress with
turrets and buttresses, situated right in the middle
ef the city, hardly ever sees him. It is called the
' Arie‘ and is eunsidered the uffieiai seat rti govern-
ment. Its tenant is the chief magistrate, the
‘lteesh-heghi ef ah-eve ', whe is, se te say, head uf
the Heme Dfliee and represents his master in all
matters ef internal administratien. Besides this
eflieial there is aeether lceesh-heghi, ‘the ene at
h-claw’, when duties are ef quite another ltind:
he attends te fereign affairs and never leaves the
Anieer except when sent hv him en a missien.

The first l-ceesh-heghi aets the part ef supreme
ruler; the peace and safety ct-E the sacred eitv are in
his hands. As, therefere, all the responsibilities ef
heme government rest with him, he must, whatever

mt
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happens, always he available, and consequently, so
long as he is in office, may never leave the Arie at
all. I used sometimes to go and see the poor eld
gentleman. He had already heen sitting in his
glorious prison for twenty years, and the only thing
he complained of to me was that there was no
garden in the rirlc and no available space he-r malt-
ing one. He did his hest to remedy this deliciency
by growing flowers in pots on his root terrace, hut
he thought the compensation inadequate and cen-
sidered it :1 nuisance that his etcalted position had
for so many long years prevented his sitting in the
shade of a tree. There is no denying that the
glare, the dust and the smells of Bolrhara all through
the sweltering heat of summer {which lasts from
April to Uetoher} must have called forth hy contrast
enchanting visions of meadows, orchards, flower-
beds and hrool-ts-——a1l the delights so clear to an
Eastern mind and tantaliaingly never to he enjoyed
in the Ari-t.

His oompanion, the lower ltooslvheglti, leads an
entirely tlilllerent sort of life, having to he always
on the alert and ready to go off somewhere at short
notice. But if his existence is more interesting and
more human than the pompous immobility of his
friend in the Arie, it is also rnore full of dangers and
pit-falls, the nature of which it is ditiieult to
gauge according to the standards and knowledge
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of a white man. This second ltooshdaeghi was a
particular friend of mine. A Persian by birth, he
had started life as a slave, hut owing to his efl"icieney
and cleverness. had risen through many vieissimdes
to his eaalteti oflice. Ile was a scli+1natle man, and
the Jtmeer considered hint a gutltl servant and an
obedient tool. lint he had only his tnaster's favour
to rely upon, and in order ttnt tn lose that precious
favour and be ruinctl by the intrigues of his enemies,
he had to be always at tnnrl, tn ltnnw all ahout
whatever was going nn, and to ltcep an attentive
eye on those who might harm him. time day when
he had heen sent on a mission tn Tashkent [the
residence of [l'|.t‘t Russian Governor-General} he came
to dine with me. Dresserl in a purple velvet gnvvn
embroidered in gold, with a neatly folded turban
of raw sill-t setting ol'f his swarthy cnmplestion, he
was the perfect image of the imp-urtant and wcll-to-
do native. In the evening, after a great deal nf
beating about die bush, he aslced me to let him have
a photograph of myself. When that had heen
duly produeed, signed and dated, I still felt some
redeence in my guest's speech, till at last he made
up his mind and aslted for a second photograph.
1 understood at once and uttered no questions. He
really and sincerely wanted to have my lilteness in
his house. But upon returning home he would be
obliged to show the Amecr every single thing hehad
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brought haclt with him, in the numher of which
there would be my photo. The ftnteer always
professed to he very fond of me: when the photo-
graph camc to he produced, what would he do?
He might perhaps lteep it for himself and the poor
ltoosh-heghi would never dare to asl-t me later on
for another, asl might thinlt he had not talten due
eare of the lirst and had lost it. S-o it was safer
to aslt for two at once and to hide one safely away
for himself. He never gave me a stronger proof
of friendship and confidence than that evening.

The .|"tmeer's usual residence is I‘-'.'.ermineh. It
had he-come in the course of time the oil-ic-la] seat of
government, because the place, following the custom
of such ' palace towns ", grew up around the
palace. The building has no particular charm, it
even lacl-ts character: the architecture is of a
deplorable banality and the gardens hut recently
planted. The Hours are covered with indifferent
modern rugs, die electrical littings are hideous; the
house contains nothing of interest from an artistic
standpoint. It is lilte other houses of Etriental
potentates who attempt to live up to European
standards widtout really understanding them. Not
feeling the "W'esterner's requirements nor knowing
the customs which have established certain forms
and created particular surroundings, these gentle-
men ehoose European furniture with an Oriental
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absence of discrimination which fatally breeds the
roost unettpected assemblage of sundry articles,
mostly gaudy and unsatisfactory. It rather amus-
ing feature is the brass hand which plays European
tunes during meals; the performers learn their
music esclnsively hy ear, the result bring that they
give forth familiar tunes fantastically distorted.
However, if the silver is massive and well cleaned,
the dinner quite eatable, the service correctly
carried out and the band in the garden ‘just lilte
Europe ', the true atmosphere of the place, if only
it could be thoroughly studied, would form a
wonderful chapter of human comedy. its it is,
one feels it saturated with faintly outlined intrigue
in suppressed and subdued tones, occasionally
noticeable owing to furtive glances and gestures,
though ever present and all-pervading. That
impression, of eourse, is mere gucss—worlt, no actual
information being ever available.

The worltings of favour and disfavour at the
court of an Asiatic despot are a riddle to ‘Western
minds. I ltnow the story, for instance, of a dear
old gendeman who was head master of ceremonies
for many years. He used to step out demurely
widi a tall silver wand in his hand, a beautiful
snow-white beard spread out on his rose-coloured
robe. He had been appointed to this office a long
time ago. Thelimeerbad chosenbimwhilebe
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was away from dae court, on leave and, as it
happened, just getting married to a beautiful young
wife who pleased him immensely. The .n.rnecr’s
summons reached him on the very day of the wed-
ding, and he rushed to l§.ermineh the neat morning
with his mind still full of his lovely lady. Then
the ordeal began. To aslt for leave to go home
might mmn the ruin of a promising career. To
try and obtain permission for his harem to come
and join him might be explained as preposterous
presuntption—anyone who dared to show that
he considered himself firmly anchored at oourt
would very probably be turned out at onoe;
besides, the .th.1‘l1t.‘t.tI‘ does not feel in the least
to be encumbered by the harerns and households of
his retinuc. So the wretched man waited and
waited, till, after twelve years had elapsed, the
Arneer said one day with a smile: ‘You have not
seen your fa.tn.i.ly for a long while. Go and spend
a formight with them.‘ The master of ceremonies
felt he couldn't wait any longer, not even for the
neat train. lfermineh is about thirty miles distant
from Eel-thara, so he at once jumped into his saddle
and galloped over the steppe He was so impatient
that he couldnit bring himself to spare his steed,
but urged it on and on till the poor brute fell hum
exhaustion. He bought himself another horse in
the nearest village and rode on till at last he
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reached home. (Jo the appointed day he was back
in I'f.erminch. The story of his ride had already
got round and had reached the rlmeer, who was
delighted with it and nearly split his sides laughing
over the adventure. When the ohl gentleman
resumed his oilicc, the master. in order to enjoy the
jolte once ntorc, nttule hitn rt'l:tte it again himself.
That was all; but the r'tmcer':-. favour is capricious
and you can never tell beforehand with any degree
of certainty how things will turn tnlt.

l was once on a mission to the f'tntcer's. rltmong
the minor court officials there was one wlto had
been attached to me for duty and who happened to
be particularly useful and serviceable. It was in
lLl'tt': spring and the flsmecr was going to leave soon
for his yearly trip; at that season he always went
for a cure to one of the watering-places in the
Caucasus. The previous year my friend the minor
court official had accompanied him, and he expected
to be cotnmandccrcd again this year for the journey.
‘What troubled him was that no civilitccd-loolting
portmanteau oould he obtained in ll-ulthara, and he
thought that to travel in Russia merely with carpet
saddle-bags wouldn't loolt smart at all. So as soon
as I got baclt to Tashltent I sent him a present of a
portmanteau of unmistal-table ‘European’ brand.
He was overwhelmed wida gratitude; hut, alasl
during the .ftmoer’s neat trip he was left at home.
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Had my ill-timed efiering ruined his career? Ur
hacl he shown himself too eoclr-sure of being persona
grate? I don‘: believe my porttnanteau eyer saw
the inside of a luggage-van, unless the potcntate
sitnply lccpt it for ltimsclf and graciously oiicrcd the
owner an opportunity for pondering otter the
instability of hutnan fortun-:5. fin the whole this
seems to he the most prchahlc epilogue of the story.

Besides Iierminch, there is a glariagly modern
palace called Shir-lioodoon just outside Eolehara.
A numher of metnentoes which the Anieer collected
during various iourneys to Russia are housed there.
Cine of tl1e rather startling ones is an old railway
ear stucl-t in the middle of a vast hall. It is the
ear which was put at his disposal when he first
came to St. Pctcrshurg, and which he eitpressed a
desire to ltecp as a souvenir, the Emperor, of course.
laughingly asscnting. Later on, when the new
railway line which linlcecl his oountry through
Drenhurg to Russia was completed, he was given a
large saloon ear lacquered in cherry-red and
omarncnted with reproductions of his Drdet of the
‘Star of liolchara ', so that railway oi"'ficials should
l-tuow what an exalted passenger was inside. He
was irnmenscly proud of this irnperiai

The rnost characteristic of the .t'-iu1eer's dwellings
was, I thirds, a small shooting-lodge in the hills,
where I once visited him. It was so small that
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for a long time he wouldn't let me con:-e there,
saying he had no room to put rue up. However,
ashe was ill and I had to see him on urgent husiness,
I insisted, and eventually went there. I had
intended to arrive in the morning and to leave the
-same night, hut when 1 readied the place I found
out that he was unwilling to face such a hrcaelt of
etiquette and had made arrangements for tnc to
stay the usual three days of a formal visit. The
lodge was inst a stnall native house huilt of sun~
dried hrielc, and there were so few rooms in it that
the old gentleman actually gave up his hedroom for
my use, sleeping for three nights in one of his two
living-rooms. This hedroom was an ohlong rect-
angle with windows facing each other on hoda the
long walls; and as the short walls were all doors,
the only way of placing a hed was to put it right in
the middle of the room. In one corner there was
an iron shave, hut the heating was done from the
outside, so as not to hring messy fttel inside the
house; I arn afraid the greater part of the wartuth
that the stove was expected to yield got lost in the
courtyard. The place is rather high up in the
mountains, and though it was Ivlarch when I was
there, the snow was only just thawing oil; the fresh
grass was sprouting up on all sides, streams of
water flowed down from all the hill-tops and every-
where one had to wade through thick mud.
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Between the bedroom and the two small living-
roonss there was a dark, crooltcd passage where you
had to turn twice at right angles. From there it
was that several times a day a servant would
silently appear and sutruuon me to ' the pretence’.
This would occur at the most unexpected hours——
eleven at night or sis: in the morning sornetitncs.
Fe I sat in tuy roarn all day long unless it had heen
definitely prearmngcd that I shottld go out at a
certain hour. As I was living in such close
proximity to an apparently crowded household, I
never ventured to roam about without giving notice,
lest I ran across one of the harem ladies whose
presence I suspected all around.

The Ameer, an elderly man, very tall and
enormously stout, had heen laid up widt an attaclt
ofgutttwlteuhehad eoute up to l2hlasl1ot|tiI1g-
lodge late in the autumn, and he had remained there
sufieriag agonics all through the winter. ‘When I
arrived he told nae it was the eighty-sistth day of his
suflerings. A cold, damp house and a diet largely
composed of the greasiest rnatten-pilau were not
exactly my idea of the hcst treatment for the ease;
hut I was no doctor and my husiness lay in an
entirely dillerent direction, so l ordy synipathiaed,
but offered no advice. The Ameer lilccd die place;
he told rne that his fondness for it came from its
being the first land he had ever owned; it had been

H
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gieen tn him by his father anti was an erteeilent
gruuntl fur spurt. I wnntiereri what the spurt
really euulel he anti in what n.-as‘ it was practised,
hut feared I shnuhi |1-t't|l1e|l'rl}' never End ear,
5ut.ltie|'|lf, hnweeer, the ilttteer snggesteti that I
ilttttllti ltzwe a ti-1]|r'.'s sltnnling in his stetttl. was it
really shunting? nr ltawhing. perltams? lt e-t:ulr_|n't
he stalking {I realised that when 1 lnnlreel at his
figure}; antl this was nn enurttry fnr lnnttirtg. Arty-
huw, I aslteti nu questittns, hut accepted with
grateful enthusiasm, anti it was all iitteti fer twu
u'r.:leele p.nt. l"~Tatural]y l had nn guns with me,
as I hat! eume [rum Tashltent nn a shnrt missien
and was returning there at nnee; the fact was su
eheieus that l r|t:'tI't.1t' even menrinneti it. Was I
guing tu he uflereri a gun, anti what snrt uE an
implement wuttlei it he? At the :|ppnintetl hmtr I
waited to see what wuul-:1 happen. A retinue ef
brilliantly garb-ed euurtiers leel me nut through a
garden and an tn a terraee twerlnnhing a lalte.
This laiee was ueergruwn all ai-tang its hurriers lay
a dense fringe uf tall rushes. A numher elf men
helrlirtg poles waded inte the rushes anti hegan
striking right and left. Uutsitle, en firm suil,
steed hawhsters with their hirris, and, as the terrified
riueles tlarteel uut of the rushes, they flew their
hawks at them. Either men, in beats, eelleeretl the
game as well as these uf the hirels uf prey which

—i-ll-'_m'1""'is-
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had fallen inte the water. My erdy participetien
in the fun was te stand en my terrace and leek
dewn. When the perfermattce was ever, the birds
I had ' killed I were breught te me. They were ef
a species I had never ceme acnesa till then; they had
dark bltte feathers with a metallic sheen and bright
red spets ever the eyes; I believe it is a very rare
bird; and anyhew it makes an escecllenl: reast.
But if that enttltl be called a ' spert' I had never
seen a tamer ene, and it seemed hardly werth while
spending menths in pain and discernfert in erder
semetirnes tn witness ether peeplc catching birds.

New hawking is an entirely different business
when ene dues it eneself; it was a favearitc spert in
Turkcstan in the Middle Ages, and is su up te the
present day. I have ttrdy hawkcd quail pcraenally,
and I think it is greater fun daan sheeting. "When
the seasen fer quail begins, the natives ride eut
with their hawks er faleens inte die fields ef thick,
seft lueerne where the quails hide, the herses' heefs
feree them eut, artd then yen fly, er mere cerrectly
threw, yenr hawk at the quail, and yen have te de
it se that the bird ef prey shall he able te catch the
game. Yen held the hawk in yeur hand as if it
were a dart er an arrew, and yen have te cast it
with the right speed and in the right directien.
etherwise it misses its ge-al. It is all se jelly and
gay—the natives in their brightest rebes prancing
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areund en their best herses, the dense velvety gr-an
uuderfeet, the first tench ef auturrut in the air;
there is sttch a charming Ilavnur nf furmer ages in
the whnle secne.

Feazcs and even nntelupet and wulves may alsn
be hunted in the satne way: hut fur catching game
uf this erder une has tu inc f:urIy guud-siaed eagles.
These are nut cuintnuu; guutl specitncns are very
highly valued and cust sumetitncs as much as a
herse, if net tnure. (lace win-n I was geing en
a trip inte the rnuuntains, I asked a native whe
pessessetl such an eagle tn eume with tne and carry
dte bird aleng in case we fuund an nppnrtttnity fer
flying it. It was a heavy hirrl and its uwner had
a special saddle previdctl with a wnetlcn crutch
fur resting it en. Fer Lwu lung days we rrtet with
nething ef interest, but en the third day tewards
sunset snmething suddenly appeared tn mtwe far
away at the feet ef a hilluck. It was late summer;
the grass was all seertthetl inte a dull, greyish yellew
celeur, se dtat my Enrnpean eyes were hardly able
I'D detect the ntnving spnt ell it slightly different
hue. The man at ence teek ell the cap in which
the wretched eagle had been sitting blindfeld all
this time; it turned its head fer a fcacrien ef a
circle and catching sight at ence ef the rtmning
speck, it spread eur its wings and wida incredible
directness flew straight at its prey. We gallepcd
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aleng as fast as eur herses ce1.tld carry us, but the
whele thing was a failure. The eagle usually
alights en the fett's back, the fest nirrts rettnd te
bite it and the eagle peeks eur its eyes; the blind
feat then remains crushed under its enemy's weight
till the hunter rides up and kills it. But this time
the felt we ertpectetl re catch turned eut—-as we
diseevered by the tufts uf fur in the eagle's claws-—
te be a welf. It had managed te escape, having
shewn itself mere than a match fer the peer bird,
which we picked up with its legs all bitten. Ven-
tures Iike this are full ef excitement; bet as fer die
peer .|"t.n1eer's spert, I theught it distinctly dull, ne
spert at all in fact, eemparcd with that in which
his subjects indulge.

Such was I3-elchara, wida its quaint eld ideas and
its peculiar rnirtture ef refinement and puerility.
A vague hankering after ‘Western habits may
make it pretend that it deer the saute things as
a civilized eeuntry, but yen may be sure that the
intitatinn is always imperfect, the cenditiens being
entirely ditfercrtt. Sheeting, fer instance, irnplics
neither metien ner aiming ner even guns; a palace
b-edre-en1isn’t ene bit like any bcdreern a "We.-sterner
might care te use; a band peurs eut lend seunds
theugh it is unable te read any sert ef music; and
se ferth, up te the cardinal viruacs themselves and
te the way in which they sheuld be practised.
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E VERYUNE has heard ef the Pamirs, and mest
peeple believe that mystecieus ward te mean,

in seme unltnewn language, ' Reef ef the werld I.
When, as a child, such scanty infermatien was
imparted te me, I was at a less te imagine haw it
all leel-ted. Over what ceuntry er eeuntries did
that reef extend? By what was it prepped up?
Perhaps, en the centrary, it served the purpese ef
upholding semething—an imaginary paradise ef
seme cert? lint then it weuld be a pctliment, net
a reef. I felt puaalcd and left it at that, fer I was
secretly eenfident that the grewn-ups whe speke
abent the Pamirs being the reef ef the werld had
nu clearer idea abent the whelc business than die
boy they were instructing. At that time I never
theught I sheuld ge and see fer myself the reality
ef dte matter.

Hewever, eventually I did. blet many pceple
have been tempted te de se, and ef these but few
have succeeded; a permit fer climbing up was

rrfl
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hartily ever granted to anyone. Poiiticaliy, the
P:-tntirs were rieiicate ground, anti those who were
ruponsibie for preventing soacalic-ti unrest both
south anti north of the Afghan frontiers--1.ria., the
Ttritish and the Russian nailitary aut|1oritie:s—-were
never willing to grant to idle travellers iaciiities of
access to a country iu which they would only he an
encumbrance anti possibly a source of osrnpiieations
and liriction.

A ‘ pamir ' really means a high rocky table-ianti.
In Asia there are several large pamirs grouped
together, sornc oi them in China, the others mnitirtg
up a vast region stretching Erorn Fergana down to
the upper course oi the Citrus, which forms the
north-eastern frontier of fltfighanistatt. In the latter
part oi the nineteenth century an international
hounelary cornrnission granted this region to the
Flhanate of Eolshara and resertteri a narrow strip
oi territory on its southern side ior Mighanistan,
thus creating a riouhie huiier, partly Afghan and
partly Boltharan, laetn-een Russia and the British
Empire of intiiat The whole arrangement was
purely artificial. It was the outcome of that strange
reluctance which hoth British and Runian Governa
meat others tiisplajretl at the itiea of a common
frontier in Asia. Anti this in its turn was mixed
up with an esaggeratotl respect for formulas and
sentencm: a 'huEer state’ was considered the
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panacea for all trouble, whereas in point of fact it
was the very best way of producing it. tilts for the
River Pantlj (such is the natne of the upper eourse of
the Dans in those parts}, however hroarl a rihhon
it was rnacle to loolt on the tuaps, it was far from
being an etlicient frontier. antl is itnleetl hut a quiet.
easily [orclahle stream. Iieyotnl it rises a mountain
range, the slope of which is ftigitan. though British
military outposts peep over the crest of the chain,
On the other hand, the I’amirs are technically pert
of rt province ruled lay a lioltltaran beg or governor.
Uwing to the political ituportttnce of the place,
however, Russia had, in practice, lie-tn allowetl to
have military outposts along the liol-rltaran frontier;
Htitl-thn.rtt was insitlt: the Russian custnrns-limit, litttl“
the Boltharan soldiery were ahsolutely ineflicient,
even in the eyes oi boundary eornntissions. its a
result oi this arrangement, there were never any
Bolrharans of any lrinrl along the frontier, all
authority being merged in the hands of the Russian
etizioers. So ii, on the map, it all loolted right, anrl
there were as many as two bufier states between
India and Russia, in reality the British and the
Russian oflicers were divided merely by a rivulet
and a mountain slope which it would have talren
a couple of hours to climb and much less to roll
clown.

When I went there, Lord I'l'.itchener, who was
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then in charge oi the Indian Army, was inspecting
the frontier outposts. I had no idea that we
were so close to each other, and we both had a
hearty laugh over it a few years later when he told
Inc bow he had studied my earnp and followed nty
movements through his field-giasscs, being fully
convinced that I had come there to spy on him.

The Pandj in dtose remote regions was for many
generations something oi a mystery to geographers.
Only recent research has traced the whole course of
the Claus up to its sources, which were really Fcred
for the first time by the late Lord Cueeon of
Kedleston in his rernarlrable volutne on the subject.
The river's lower part, well lrnown through all ages,
has been the cradle of variotls civilizations; hut its
upper eourse, the Partdj, has been scantily explored
up to now.

Flowing out of Lalee Victoria, the Claus remains
a quiet narrow stream for many miles. Then it
enters a series of narrow passages between high
roelts, the valley widening out again in the
intervals. In this way a number of little oountries
are formed, each being separated from its neigh-
bours by difiicult paes along the torrent : Walthan
Ishltasbim and Shughnan are the first three‘
they lie there far away and secluded from all the
world.

Coming from the north, one has first to cross the

‘HI
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Pamirs in their greatest length; the swift-footed
mountaineers do the journey from their valleys down
to Fergana in twenty-four days, but it is no cam job.
The table~Iantl is so elevated and so incredibly
barren that it rctjuircs a strong heart and a stout
one to wantler wccit after wrt-it over its desolate
wilderness. The F.ussi:|o soldiers stay there for one
year. Each man is lirst stthjectrtl to a minute
medical examination, and only those with faultless
action of the heart are tletailr-rl for this tluty.
Twelve months later a new detachment comes to
talte the place of the previous one, hringing with it
all that it may require for the succeeding year, from
August to August. Them is no telegraph line to
the Pantirs; and as snow lies on the passes sometimes
as late as Iuly and renders them again impassable by
October, every precaution has to he talten that the
soldiers shall Iaclr nothing for the full year during
which they will be so thoroughly cut elf from their
oountry that they might as well be in the moon.
The usual means of communication during the
months when the passes are not entirely closed is the
native post—mcn carrying the mails from post-house
to post-house on foot. It is clone in that way
because fodder for horses is unobtainable all the
way, and no horse oould carry the amount of
barley and hay it would require for its own
sustenance during the journey; but a man's hood
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being much less bullty, caniers can come over
with greater ease. As they are mostly ignorant of
the Russian script, a feather is attached to urgent
messages, meaning ‘Let it fly ', or in other words,
‘ Use every opportunity for pushing it through as
quicltly as possible.’

The question of fodder is so diflicult that human
inventiveness has full. scope for finding substitutes.
I once came to a post-house ltept by a clever old
Kirghiz whose yard was a reg-ularstore of ibett
heads, some with splendid horns. I complimented
him on his marl-tsmanship, ltnowing as I did what
shy game ibett are. I-Ic acknowledged having
been fairly suoecssful, but added that he had to
worlc so hard under the pressure of necessity, for he
required quite that amount oi meat for keeping his
horses alive through the winter. ‘Horses? ' I
exclaimed. The eld man laughed. ‘They cannot
ettpeet me to grow barley her them here, so they
have had to I-ill-it‘! to the same diet as myself; it stairs
them to perfection.‘ The only vegetation one
meets with on die plateau are just a few miserable-
loolring alpine plants which are no good to anyone,
etteept that their roots are easily ignited and are
very useful for lighting a tire. The really good
fuel is the droppings of previous earavarts; dry horse-
dung—-and still more so that of camels-burns
slowly and yields much heat: the roots of the plants



I14 HDKHARA.

are useful for melting a blrute, but they burn down
very quicltly. What the first travellers did, with
no droppings of previous ones ahead of them, is an
enigma unsolved by science.

The altitude most of the way is so considerable
that owing to retlttccd atmospheric pressure the
temperature at which water boils is very low, and
though the l-tcttle be simmering, the tea tastes only
just tepid; however long you boil rice it never gets
really soft. This rarefuction of the air has other
unettpcetecl eonsctjuenccs. The only inhabitants of
the roclty plateamt are poor mountain Fiirghir.
Thaufit they have lived here for generations, the
women, when their time is near for confinement,
travel down to a lower altitude for fear the baby
should die. It is the satnc thing with their cattle;
uoius driven down to another level, mates and cows
seldom manage to lrecp their oiispring alive.

Though the altitude of the route is pretty constant
clay after day, mountain sicltness is mostly carpeti-
eneed at oertain places and not at others. It is
rather a puzzling question. Boolts on mountaineer
ing commonly attribute the oornplaint to altitude
and to rarity of the air; but that docs not solve the
problem entirely. The natives on and around the
Pamirs call the ailment ‘ toottlt ’, and it is a thing of
common knowledge that certain planes are toothle-
strielten while others, though at greater heights, are
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not. Aiter having crossed rnonntain—passt.s where
the path climbed up a good deal above the height
which corresponds to the sunamit of Mont Blane
{the highest nltintde in Europe], I fancied I was
innnune, and I never gave a dtonght to toe-title till
one wretched night which I spent in :1 eettain post-
house. ll. turned out to he well ltnown as a plaee
where most people fall 's"it:lin1s; it is situated lower
than many of the other post-houses, but I sat there
gasping for breath all through the darlt hours,
honestly believing I was going to die there and then.
Una has no option, of eourse; the horses have to
test at certain plaees where they can he watered and
the distance horn one spring or nrell to the odier
varies h-om twenty to thirty miles. The natives
htiiete to-ntelt to he caused by emanations of gas
which issue forth from craclts in die reek. It
would he an interesting question for a scientist to
solve

When coming from Tttrltestan, after having
sealed the mountains south of Fergana, one gees
on crossing ene range after another till at last the
great Tmnsnhlai chain is reached. It is an unfor-
gettable sight. You emerge suddenly on to alpine
rneadows which in August are one mass oi lovely
Little bright flowers packed elose together, and you
reach the edge of a slope gently eurving down tn
the Mai valley. Right and left as Ear as the eye
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can gaze the straight parallel lines of valley and
mountain-chain stretch on till they vanish in the
distance, and opposite you, twelve or fifteen miles
away, the huge white range towers up into the slty
glittering with snow and ice. ll rises so far up that
it loolts unreal: you feel you ought to ahalte your-
self and wnlte op, for it is all lanttttl to he a dream.
l‘~lt.|-t inst a few little peel-ts ltttthlled togetlter; but
front right to left, for miles and miles and miles, a
gigantic saw of daaaling diamonds and crystals
going up and up and on antl on, with nn sup-
plementary half-ranges or ridges in front, against a
had-aground of deep blue slty. it seems to he the end
of everything, a magic harrier raised up to prevent
any mortal from entering the forbidden land beyond.
Arid right down to its hase spreads a green carpet
of low tltiel-t grass, enamelled hy flowers in ail
colours of the rainbow, and cut across by a river,
the Sm-lrhah, whose waters, owing to the soil over
which they How, are rt vivid hrieiered. It is
absolutely the fairy-land of childhood, with every
detail pushed on to the extreme of its meaning; a
vision of a quaint paradise, fantastically unreal,
created, with a splendid disregard of detail, by an
artist who has used only what strolccs of the brush
he required. The forbidding glaciers and the
idyllic meadow at their feet-nothing else; but, to
be sure, every contrast is more powerful with two

iiiTi
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component parts only. There is no plaoe in this
landscape for trees; as a matter of fact, the lowest
part of it lies much higher than the topmost limit
of foresegrowth, so that there could he neither trees
nor shrubs in the Aiai valley.

Notwidrstanding the colossal scale on which it is
built, the place is so attractive that you feel inclined
to stay tltcre, to forget the re-st of the world and to
lead a pastoral life for ever after. I tried it once:
I returned for a few days to the enchanted valley
just on a holiday trip, merely in order to enjoy the
place itself, ttttcl I cs|.n.not anytl:|.i.og more
perfect than camping there. It was the same
divinely serene weather; the same myriads of tiny
flowers stared up at the frotecn fireworks of the
glaciers. Unly by that time I ltnew that if the
friendly masses of ice forbade me to venture farther
on, it was all for my goo-cl; it was in order to lceep
me baelt from the most desolate and dreary desert
that is to be found on the face of the oarth.

Dn my first trip, when I crossed the flowery
meadow and toiled up for several days by an endless
pass in order to climb at last on to the Parnirs,
I had to go through a certain amount of deep
personal experience before realizing how right was
the Genius who erected the stupendous barrier
(second only to dre great I-Ijrnalayan range in
height) when I-Ie spread all possible delights in
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front of it, so that no sensible person should be
tempted to trcspassl lt was lilte the sudden crossing
over from heaven to hell; good and evil were placed
cheelt by jowl, the depths of despair neat to tlte
plcnitude of joy. It-lo maliciotts sorcerer, however
greatly endowed with power atttl the tnost fantastic
imagination, eould have invented a general scbetne
better adapted to his incantations. It is the realm
of unutterable barrenncss and desolation. Ilay
after day you ride tltrouglt a rnudtlie of absurd
rocits all thrown about with seemingly no plan or
cause, with no beauty either of line or hue. And
when that is over come plains or broad valleys of
dull colouring bordered by what loolt. lil-re hillocl-ts;
nothing grows there, nothing manages to ltcep alive
for long; the whole place appears to be a sort of
lumber-room of the universe, from which every-
thing has been carried elf that was of any interest
and only the rubbish left behind. It has even no
redeeming touch of tragedy, no suggestion of
desperate upheaval _; it is just a country out of which
an incomprehensible curse has stamped all vestige
of charm. Peal-cs which are marked on the maps
as tops of very high mountains appear, owing to the
insignificant diilerenee of level, to be more mounds.
When at last one comes to a lalte, lfaralcul, it
is bitter to an incredible degree and frarned by a
broad stripe of salt crust. In this ltingdom of
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vacuity, water itself is unable to breed life.

Hour after hour and day after day, from early
in the morning till late at night, one has to trudge
on across this horrible waste, and never does one
tal-te in any impression of beauty. All the long
dreary way over the table-land is alil-re till one
reaches its southern slope along the Pandjt And
then at last the tiresome emptiness of Illt‘. Parznirs
recedes into l'l't-t: past and a new world, most extra-
ordinary and charming, unfolds its attractions.
For those odd little countries, Walthan, lshlsashitrt,
Shughnan, ‘lfaagooletn, Hnraerghin, Darwaa and so
forth, are a world in themselves, cousins of the
small ltbanates familiar to the Anglo-Indian officers
in the borderland region~—Swat, Dir, I-lunra,
l"iagar—--and neighbours of those other ones,
now incorporated in die nfghan kingdom, lilte
Iiadaltbshan.

The people in these small states are of the same
stoclr. as ourselves : they are lndo-Europeatts, of
Iranian origin. I-liuen-Tsang, the Chinese Budd-
hist piigrirn of the seventh century, who came down
from China to India over the Hindoo-Eloosh, was
struclt even then by the quantity of blue-eyed and
fair-haired children there,and his retnarl: holds good
to this day. The inhabitants of these countries are
lcnown as Parnir-Tadjilcs and they can all speak the
Tadjilt dialect, which is a sortof provincial Persian;



rye uoxuslta
but each valley has kept its own language. These
languages, now dying out, are closely akin to each
other, though each one has its peculiarities which
stamp it with a characteristic originality. The
people have apparently preserved no tradition not
recollection of a previous existence in a less for-
bidding ltome; still, it seems probable that they lirst
developed in more favourable surroundings and, as
the result of wars or invasions of which we ltnow
nothing, were driven up into these high valleys for
shelter and protection. Wltatever those vicissintdcs
may have been, they must have taken place a very,
very long time ago, for the idioms of the different
countries must first have worl-ted out their
peculiarities and then {perhaps in prehistoric
times) separated from the Persian stem by which,
since then, they have never been influenced. Like
most mountaineers, the people are poor, thrifty,
hard working, amaaingly agile and alert. They
are not lvioslerns, though outwardly they pretend to
profess Islam in order not to be mcddied widr; they
are what is improperly called ‘ Sbiahs ‘ in India, or
‘Ismarlis’ in ‘Western books, though both these
names mean nothing to them.

My business in crossing the Panm was with
some of those people, so once I was on the spot,
I tried to l-ind out as much as I oould about
them, the store of printed information on the
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suhjcct bring scanty. Thc political truuhlc which
brought Inc thctc had ariscn owing to thc intcr-
national delimitation having handccl thcnt nvcr tn
Bo]-xhara (or, as thcy oftcu put it in oonwzrsatiou
with mc, ‘Russia would not haw: thcm for hct
own '). Thcy utstincrivcly fccl that thcy arc of rhc
samc hlontl as Eutopcansl Bolthara to thcrn is
ahomination, an inferior, dohasccl class of hnntaniqr;
tltctt call Holtharans ‘hlanghitfl a wotd of thc
samc origin as our ‘Mongol ', which to thcn:
implies cvcry possihlc vicc. Dn thc nthcr hand,
thc Bokharans icnow that the Tadjiks arc nnt
Mnslcms, and thctchnrc thcy hate thcm; they arc
poor, thcrcforc they clcspisc thorn and think thcru
totally unintcrcsting; they list socludcd in far-away
vallcys among high and lothidding mountains, the
vary sight of which rnaitcs a Holcharan hcart faint.
Frnm whatcvcr standpoint Bnhhara consicicrs thcrn,
thcy arc horrihlc pcoplc. Such a tnutual mis»
nnclcrstanding was con Eirmcci by total ignorancc of
catch othct. No Bolcharan cant appcascci beyond
thc forttcss oli liala-i-Wamat, thc tcsidcncc of thc
Bog of Shughnan, so that whoic vsllcys had ncwtr
sccn a Boltharan at all; as for thc fcw nativcs who
cvcr cam: clown to thc plains, thcy all wcnt to
F-.nssi.an TtuIccstan—nonc cvcr scsatutcd tn Boh-
hars. Thc intcrnational dciirnitatinn had fiitcci thc
ta1:cs{in ltindjwhich thcsccounnics '|i|i'C1'¢IDPEljF
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to Bolthara, hut had dclavcd thc first irtstaitncnt for
a numbct of vcats during which, cztccpt for Ll]:
prcscncc of it hcg with a small rctinuc down in
Shughnan, thc alltgionto to ll-olthara had nova:
assumcd any tangihlc form. Sn whcn tait-gathcrcrs
suddcrilv appcarcd and hogan troatiog thc pcoplo as
conqucrcd slsvos, friction arosc, and it was to allav
this friction that I wont thcrc.

I found charming pooplc, intciligcnt and gcnial.
Thc climatc in thcir vailcvs sccms vcrv mild altcr
tho sovatity of dis Pamirs. Thcv liavc orchards
and gardcns, hot thcir poor littlc apricots wcro only
ripcning in Scptcrnhcr. Wltitc rnulhcrrics play
an important part in thcir dict; thcy dry thc barrios,
grind dtcm and, with a stnall addition of rvc-floor,
nialtc cioz-cllcnt Flat caitcs which arc thoit favooritt:
hrcad.

What is tho past of thosa highlands? I inquircd
cvctvwhcrc for routnants of it, hutl looltcd in vain
for anv monomcnts of Eormcr days. In various
plaocs thcrc arc charming lcgcnds, hot thcv arc all
oonncctcd with Islam; a uhitpiitous tradition
asscrts that All accomplishccl a scrics of fcats of
prowcas in dtosc mountains, his dccds rathor par-
talting of thc naturc of thc lahours of I-Icrculcs.
Edi, who-so lifc is wcll known, ncvcr catoo nc:-1r thc
uppcr Pandj rcgion, so that ohviouslv thc local
lcgcnds worc lortnod in conocition with a national
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horo of pro-Islamic davs and woro turnod ov-or to
All as hcing tho iavonrito charsctor in tho now
roligion. In ono plaoc thotc is a soriss of low roclrs
which ohstruct tho hottom of dao vallcv; tho nativos
holiovo thorn to ho tho hodv of a dragon which All
ohopp-cd up into scvoral hits with his sword. Thoro
arc also ruins of buildings on various mountain-
lodgt-s, all so romoto from tho road which is uscd
now that at losst a dsv would havo hoon toquirod
for a visit to any ono of thorn, and I had not
sufiioiont timo at my disposal for dtat; dto nativos
call thorn ' liafur-Kala ', i.o., fortrossos of tho
hoathous. All I could do was to loolt at thorn
through my liold-glass-cs, a totally unsatisfactosjt
mothod for gathcring anv sort of ltnowlodgo. At
prosont, having road Sir dturol Stoin's hools on his
navols in Swat and ltuowing moro than I did lhon
ahout tho itincrarios of tho Chinoso Buddhist
pilgrims, I thinlr that thmo ruins sro perhaps
romnants of Buddhist shrinos.

Duo spot lowor down tho rivor sootnod full of
archaological promiso—l§.ala-i-I-Iumh, tho ' fort:-ass
of thc jar '. Tho looal tradition savs dist Alosandor
stopped thotc on his way to India {which sooms
o::t11'omolv prohahlc}, and dist ho had a pair of
hugo jars cut out of stono, for what purposo I do
not ltnow. I had hoard that ono of tho vasos had
boon dostrovcd long ago, hut dsat tho othor ono was
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ostrant. So to I{ala+i-l-lumb I wont. it was tho
rosidcnco oi a hog--govornor of IJsrw'as., if I am
not mistalton. Ho mado olaboratc prcparations for
my rocoption, and l rodo up to his lovoly old castlc
with a wholo haltalion of liol-tharan soltliors lincd
up on hath sidos of thc road to groot mo. linmonso
mulhcrry-trcos stirrnttntlrd tho |1laro, and during
lurrchcon, which was t'ott:l1 as soon as I arrivcd,
mulbcrrir.-s worc sorvod tho lilto of which I havo novor
soon hoforo or sincc: darit, rod, juicy I1-nit tho sisc
of modotn strawhorrios. Towards tho ond of tho
moal I inquitod about tho jar. For a long timo
duo hog couldn't manage to undcrstand what I
moant, hut at last ho ostolaimcd: ' That old thing
that stood ncar tho hridgoi Wliy, I had it blown
up with gonpowdor lost ycar in ordor to ropavo thc
road.’ I felt mutdcrous. So much so that I
proforrcd to cloar out at onto, For I ltoow that if I
had to go on lco-oping up a convorsation with that
man, I should insult him. I don't bcliovc that my
host, who had ostpoctod mc to spond at itast a day
or two in his houso, ovor undorstood what had
happoncd. Tho minuto calico was ovor I sprang
into my saddlc, and Kala-i-I-Iumh novor saw nso
again. I havc novor boon ahlo sinco thou to soo
that namo on tho map widtout oitporioncing an
awful pang. To thinlt that had Icomo a yoar
oariior, or had that wrctrhod otfioial waitod a yoar
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longer hoforo repairing his road, I might have
prosorvod a roiio of somo romoto epoch, of sot-no
nnitnown artl-—~whcroas now it has disappoarod for
ovor, not only without having boon dosorihod or
photographod, but without having ovon hocn soon;
for who has talton tho trouhlo to go to Flala-i-Humb
sinoc .:'-'tic1tandor’s dayi‘

Travolling in tho Pamir valloys is giddy worir.
Tho path nfton soars up to inorodiblc heights,
following, as a rulc, tho rivor odgo and clinging on
to tho clifi somotitnos thousands of foot ahotro the
foaming wator. At oortain spots thc roclt is so
stoop that no path could scalo it, and in ordor to
got along, two horrihlo irtvontions are usod: ono is
oallod a cornioo and the other a balcony [or ‘ ovrlng '
in tho vornacuiar}. A cornico is a lodge hown out
of the stono whoro thoro is no ovorhanging rocit; it
is just hroad onough for a horso to put its foot on to.
Cine hardly darcs to winlt, much loss to snooze, for
ono roaliacs that tho loast intrusion of an unforcsocrt
olomont in tho quostion of haianrc may moan doath
hoth swift and suro. A cornice is cspecially nasty
whonitrisossoastoturnovoraprotrndirtgelifi; it
apparently loads to nowhorc, going oil straight into
tho blue of hcavon, and only whcn you aro at tho
turningrpoint, widt nothing to hold on to, do you
soc what .sti.l.l Iios ahcad of you; thc susponso just
hoforo tho turning is vory unpleasant. Tho Outings
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however, is worse. Where the cliff is absolutely lilte
a wall, so that the most attentive eye has failed to
detoet any aoiractuosity to which to cling, men have
managed to horo holes {in very slow progression, I
fanny) into which they have driven stieirs which pro-
trude over the abyss; on those sticlrs small boards or
braneltes are placed, and the whole contrivance does
duty for a road. It is ricltety, of eourse, and swings
under the horse's woigltt; besides, the poor horse,
accustomed as it is to carrying bulging loads, is
instinctively afraid that whatever is on its haelt may
catch against the wall oi stone, with fatal results,
so that it always goes along the very edge of the
balcony. I-lowever, these flimsy feats of engineer-
ing have been there sinee time immemorial and have
served their purpose for many generations. The
native guides try to prevent travellers from dis-
mounting in such dangerous spots, for fear they
may heeorne giddy and fall over; but I novor dared
to entrust the double weight of myself and the horse
to those shalry stielts, and always wont over them
on foot. The experience is not pleasant, though
one gets used to it.

Clvrings have to be repaired occasionally. I was
very much annoyed to hear, when I was bent on
going to Yasgoolom, that an ovring which I should
have had to cross had just fallen down and was in
eourse oi reeoretroctiom There was fortunately



l

ZI|—II\-I-El-I

l,-.I'|_,. -

ew-

srt ovnivo to tut rs-1-ttss



THE Pi'tHI]l.i [35]

another though much longer route, but that led
over the mountains and was not woli ltnown, sinco
it was hardly ever used. I was warned that the
Udoodi Pass, which was tlto only road into the
country, was very long and covered with snow-fields
over a glacier. It was therefore wise to eneamp for
the night as ltigb up as possible, so as to rise early
and to go over the snow before the sun had time
to soften it; in certain parts there might be erevioes
in the ioe tmderncath, and ii a man fell through the
soft snow into one of them it might he dttiioult m
pull him out. So I made my party got up before
tbo broslt of dawn, and we performed our several
hours’ march ovor the snow in good order. We
had a beautiful snow-storm while half-way through,
but otherwise no adventures befell us, and towards
theevening we reached Idotraun, the thief village of
‘ifaagoolem.

Getting out of the country, ovor the Gooshlthon
Pass, was an entirely different matter. The asoont
is mstocp that the horses can carry no loads; I lod
mine by die bridle, both of us panting hard, but I
never managed to talte more than four steps with-
out sitting down for a toot. Dace this hard climb
is aecomplished, you reach st platform just largo
enough for one horse to stand upon, and so narrow
that I mt down there with one foot over
one country and the other over the neighbouring
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one. Then begins the descent into the seooud
valley. I had been told to wait for the first hour
after noon, as one has to climb down a wail oi ice
by bacl-ting out steps and it is easier to do that wlt-on
die sun has softened the ice. As it was, one of the
pacle-horses tumhlerl down and was lrilled, and it
loolted anything but tempting to follow the poor
brute; down below, for away, stood rows of
roclty needles which seemed to have been put
there on purpose to impale whatever fell from
above.

In between these two very dissimilar passes,
Ctdoodi and Gooshlthon, both about s5,ooo feet
high, lies Yaagoolcm, lilte a quiet Arcadia. There
are nine little villages in the valley, each orte
surrounded by fields and orchards. It all loolss
rather lilte a prosperous corner of Switzerland.
ll-'Iotrattn is the residence of the chief mayor,
elected by all die nine villages as head of the
country.

The languages of the Famir-Tadjil-ts had always
interested me intensely, and while living in Tash-
lront I had at various times piolted up in the haaasrs
men from up there who had come down to duo
plains to mslto some money. I had engaged
several of them, under pretonoe of work in my
household, in order to learn from them what I eould
of their languages, customs and legends. There

1
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run ass-srns rqr
was hm: rrrnuitrjr, huwtscr, Yazgnnlttm, which had
ssradcd all my cfinrts. Apparcndy nu Yazgnolcmi
cvcr icft his valley. So whcn my niiicial dutics
tunic ms up tn tht. Pamits I ssizsd my nppnrhlniry
has gding tn that particular vslisjr, having a Inuit
around, and ssiccting my traaclrcr.

Ursfrsrnsnstcly to-u-it a slightly diiisrsnt
turn frtlm dsat which I had tztpcctcd.

Assn-an asi was tltcguutstnfthsrzhicf, aftcr
many mutual compliments and much dtsuituqr
conversation had |J¢¢.l1 tztnhangcd, I trsld him that I
would hc dcijghtttl if sum: an: hi his pcnpic would
dams ddwn with mtt tn thc Plains so that I could
lttcp in tnuth with his charming III-‘L1-I1|;1"]P. H:
thnught it szttrsmcly doubtful, but [J-rnmistd tn
gathtr all thc psapic mgtthcr thc nut day in nrrlcr
tn let tn: speak ta thnm rnystlf, I I-tntw this was
my only chants of stunting a man who kncw this
languagt, sh I was as psrsussiw: as I could ht. W:
spcnt a lung time discussing thc matter, hut with
no rtsult. Ont. ho]; stcmsd inclincd tn atscpt thc
proposal, but I didn't think hins suitahlt; he hxsitcd
s rascal and mu-ch tnr: sharp. For ltarning a
tntaiiy unknown languzgt what um: rc.sli}r rrrquiru
is a tnnscisntiuus ii.lIlPh=lfl1'l whusw: asstrtinns may
h: trustsd implicitly. Thurs is nu was of prnhing
whcthtzr thc rtply to ‘haw do yuu say this at that
in ynur nwn dis]:-st ' is thc candid truth nr a hasty
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invention put forward just to get rid of a tiresome
question. This rather simple wnrlt requires so
much attention on the part of an nnlraineel native
that during the lirst few lessens he invariably falls
asleep from etthanstinn after ten minutes. En I
didn't [eel eager to nnncs: the adventurous youth.
5-otnething, however, lllltl tn he thine, and as I
couldn't go on living in 't"aa.gonle|n for ever I
decided on the one course leit open to met I would
steal what I could not hoy.

I chose a sintple-minrlcti, open-heatteri youngster
and entnisted my camera to him. The natives
ltnow very well what photos are, and my victim
was very proud of carrying ahout such an intp-ortant
irnplernent. I made him promise he would deliver
it into no hands hut my own. The custom of all
those countries [as is eltplnincrl in any ho-olt ahont
the Indian borderland or the Gilgit rend} is that
all loads are divided inte parcels of oqoal weight
and are horn hy carriers, horses being no good at
that altitude. It is an ollieialiy established rule and
the men are paid according to a larili for taleing
the parcels to the next valley; no village may ever
rehtse to supply a traveller with carriers. When,
therefore, we had mastered the Gooshlthon Pass and
were nearing the first village of tl1e neat valley, I
rode on ahead as ii engrossed hy other rnarters,
having previously entrusted to my native servant



THE PAHIIIE I13

the fees due for transport. A couple of miles
farther down I let my followers catch me up. It
was as I had secretly ettpected: among a crowd
of new carriers the faithful Iviahmed-Rahee was
still marching nn and holding my ca.tnt:rsL I
apologised; hut he laughed, saying dtat he was
young and strung and would accompany me to the
neat halt, where we would spond the night. lvly
tricls had suoneoded and I had parted him from his
own people.

In our new surroundings nohody lcnew him,
nohody cared what might happen to him. Later
on he forgave rne, and eventually, after he had
stayed nearly a year widt me in Tashltent, we parted
the host of friends; hut that first night was very
painful. I was ohliged to tiehirn with ropes while
he cried and sohhcd; the nest day he rode a horse
with his arms still pininncd. For several days
more the situation was strained, till we got so far
away that Flight was useless. I wrote at onoe to
the old gentleman in lvlotraun and sent presents
to my victinfs family, so that in the end everyone
concerned was filled with contentment; and in the
long run Ivlahmed-ilahne himself told me I was his
hcnefactor and jeered athis owtt reluctance willingly
to accept an uffct‘ of gaining ltnowledge and seeing
the world. He returned to his valley nu
d1e whole rather pleased with himself, and qttite
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proud of all the smart clothes and beautiful presents
he was taking home.

The information he imparted about Yaxguolem
and its language was much more important titan
I had expected, and though up to the time of my
departure fmm lluuia l was unable to prepare it
for publication, I deposited it before leaving my
country in the library of a scientific institution,
where, I hope, a specialist in Iranian languages
may some day mal-te use of it.

I am confident that my act of violence led to no
undesirable developments, which shows how easily
human standards can be modified by circumstance,
and perhaps also how human beings may let tl1em-
selves be influenced by the moral atmosphere in
which they are temporarily placed, without, for that
reason, losing their main characteristics. Each
climate, each country puts forward its own claims.
ll-Ind that is perhaps one of the greatest charms of
innermost Asia: that not only does it uru'oll an
unexpected pageant before the eyes of a Western
man, it also adds to his nature; and if he is pliable
enough to discard for a while whatever elements
there are in him which are averse to his surround-
ings, he will indulge in new experiments that he
may feel startled to remember later on. For what
fun is there in remaining rigidly oneself aniil only

detached remarlts about an alien world?
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Is knowledge not more complete when a man par-
talces of it not only in theory, but in practice as
well?
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AZMQDERAN is one of the two Persian
which lie along the southern shore

of the Caspian Sea. In the time of Alexander the
Great it was part of Hyreania, one of the satrapies
of Dariusls i-tingtlutn. The whole of that sea coast
is unlilte the other borders of the Caspian, and it
is equally unlilre the rest of Persia. ltinst of the
Russian shore-line is flat, barren, dull, uninterests
lug, with the one exoeption of Derhent and of the
country around it, which forms the eastern end of
the Caucasian range. As for the greater part of
Persia proper, it is hut a desert over which are
sprinkled a number of oases. To dais lvisaanderan
is an exoeption: it is full of running water and
overgrown with dense vegetation. It is an excep-
tion, also, when loolted at from the sea, and comes
as a wonderful surprise to sailors cruising between
the dreary melts and sands of the Transeaspian
province on the one side and the grey and empty
Ivlooghan steppe, soudi of the Caucasus, on the
other.

149
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1'To the student of Alexanders route in Ada,

I-Iyrcania remains an enigma. The hero who had
never lrnown reverse was baffled by the dense
foliage of lvlaaantleran: he was obliged to retrace
his steps—with what reluctance we may imaginel
—-—tlt‘|.tl let clear tntl. of the country, fur the savage
native populatirm, ever present and ever elusive, shot
poisoned arrows at his men from under the thiclt
cover of the trees, so that he was never able to
lay hands on his enemies. This atmosphere of
seclusion and mystery which hovered over I-lyrcania
in .dlexander's time has survived in a certain degree
up to our own days. Hidden away between a high
mountain range and a treacherous and inltospilahle
sea, with desert both cast and west, it enjoys but
scanty itttercourse with the rest of the world. It
has practically no roads, and I do not remember
having ever seen a cart or any sort of conveys
anoe with wheels in the country. Transport is
hivarisbly performed by paelt or caravan.

The forests which cover the mountain slopes store
up moisture all through the year, and the innnmer+
able rivers, rivulets, streams, hroolcs, etc., which
ilow down into the sea are never dry, so that when
following the main path along the coast, travellers
are obliged continually to loolt out for a ford where
they can safely urge their mounts into the water.
The highest pealc in the mountains is snoweapped
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Dernavend; its lofty summit is ever present,
inthehaekgrouudofmostlandseapcsliltethe
Fujiyama of Iapan. Lower down, the hill-slopes
are clodied with forests, mostly composed of
beautiful old trees, some species of which are
unltnown to the Hora of Europe I saw them in
lviay, when many of them were still in bloom;
there was s particularly atn-active one, belonging
to the acacia tribe, covered with bunches of lilac
flowers, which I have never met with elsewhere.
This dense vegetation goes down to the very sea-
shore, so that even the sand dunes are overgrown
with wild pomegranate, its masses of coral—rod
blossoms turning the beach into a regular garden.

The villages have no streets, hut are form-ed of
farms loosely grouped together. Each house is
surrounded by an enclosure planted with clusters of
orange and lemon trees, and in lvlay the scent of
their flower-laden branches was nearly too strong to
he pleasant; wherever one wcnt the air was so full
of this insistent perfume that one always felt on the
verge of a headache. The peasants’ huts, under
high thatched roofs, are invariably perched on hriclc
platforms with a wooden staircase or ladder on one
side This is done to prevent snslres from getting
into the rooms, for not even in the tropics is there
such a snal-re-ridden land. ‘Elf all sixes and colours,
from little swift blaelt ones to huge fat laxy pinIty-
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beige ahorninations, there is no end to the varieties
swarming all over the plate. and proh-alaly dangerous
ones are in the numlter. r"tnother pest are the wild
l:|-oars whielt hreed in tlte forest and appear at night
to trample the rice-fields antl tlevaslate tlte ltltehen
gardens. The natives will neither eat their flesh
[as it is |1orl-tl nor even lottrh their eareasses when
ltilled; still, they ate grateful to foreigners if any
of thent ettrne over tlte ltills frotn Teheran to shoot
these enemies.

I went to lvlaaanderan hy steamer, landing in a
small seaport ealletl hdesltetlesser. the terminus of
the Russian heats plying From Trmseaspia. It was
lilte falling on to an unltnown planet; everything
was the reverse of whatl had leit behind me. l",-om-
ing from the Transeaspian province, that wretched
barren desert where life is only possible owing to
the energy of man, I hat] sudelettly drifted into a
lovely parlt, luxuriant anrl varied, where, on the
contrary, the one ohjeetionahle sight was man:
haeltward, wily, hostile, with none of the ehiltlislt
eharm of tropieal natives. A strilting illustration
of the people's slacleoess was afforded by the cargo
of the boat, which eonsisted largely of bottled
lemonade. It seemed so ridieulotts to bring all that
spurious beverage, toade in Astralthan of goodness
lrnows what reft1se—heap lemons {ill not solely of
elaemieals], to a oottotry where real lemons were as
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common as pehhlm; hut there it wast the Persians
wanted their lemonade to he fizzy, so that they
might dtinlt they were drlnlring something nearly
lilte champagne and feel. rather naughty in the
process.

lvieshedesser is the port of a fairly large town
called llallroosh, and to me llalfroosh was the
nearest oent-re of interest during my stay; hut to
reach it meant a good four mills ride, and that
ever a road which was a mere path through
orchards, riee—lields and woods.

Mezshedesser {I had loolted it up in a heels] was
the proud owner of a telegraph station, so I went
at once to investigate how it worltod. I Found a
niee little bungalow in the midst ell fields outside
the village, and a jolly, talkative young man in
charge of the place. I asl-ted him in what language
I could forward a message. ‘In any language,‘
he replied. '[".apita1l ‘ said I; ‘hut do you lenow
them all? ’ ‘ Why should Ii’ ' he retested. ‘ You
give mo your test in Persian and I wire it to
Teheran. There it is translatecl into the language
of tl1e oountry for which it is meant and then wired
over in the new version.‘ I felt douhthtl about the
sneoess of the proceedings. But, after all, you never
ltnew; so, in order to see what would happen, I
wrote out a telegram i.nPersian. Four or five days
lat-erI returned to the telegraph otlice and inquired
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whedacr there was any reply to my message. My
friend the elerit was dumbfounded. ‘A reply!‘
be exclaimed. ' Why, dte telegram you sent is only
jtrst reaching Teheran at present.‘ flow it ever
reached even dint place is a mystery to nte {unless
it was carried by hand—a two days‘ journey}; for
later on I saw the telegraph wire stretelting through
tilt forest and til-‘r'-l.‘.‘1' the hills, lied, willtrtttt insula+
tion, to the trees, and I wonrleretl what good it
eould he. Anyhow, I saw it was no use hissing, so
I made up my mind to wait. Sure enough, one
night a formight later, there was a telegram await»
ing me at my house. I hurriedly opened it. It
was totally impossible to decipher what was written
entire form. It was too late to go to the telegraph
olfiee, which was far away. so I went round to the
nearest mosque, where I had made friends with the
mullahs, learned and venerable old gentlemen, and
asked them to help me to rnalte our the teittt. .r'r.ftcr
long discussions about the right way of placing
cliacritical points, each one of them read a different
version; but none of their glossaries conveyed any
probable meaning. So I said: ‘It cannot be
helped. I'll go round in the morning to the
telegraph elerls and aslt him what he meant when
he wrote those hierogIypl1ies.' At that t.hc audi-
ence burst into laughter. ‘The clcrls.l ‘ they
shouted; ‘why, this is the first message he has
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rcgistercdsinoebehasheeninoflioe. I-Ic isin the
baaaar by now and dead dronlt; he won't he sober
for a weds.’ I left tlte place without seeing him
again; but many months later, when I was heels at
home, I inquired whether any wire from Persia had
ever been received, and I was shown the telegram
which had been carefully put aside for me to
explain: there was my Persian next written out in
Latin letters, a perfect puatdc to everybody eon-
cerned. Such are the mysterious and rather
unpraetieal worltings of a Persian telegraph.

ldeshodesser can boast of no hotel, so I loolsed
about for lodgirtgs and thought I would talce a
house for a few weelca. I found one which had
stood empty foralortg time. ltwasallhy itself
in a garden where the trees at that moment were
one mass of blossoms; there were two rooms in it
besides a ltiteheo. It belonged to an old man who
owned a shop irt the basaar, and I went to aslc hirn
whether he would lease it to me, and at what price.
He listened to my suggestion with a laclc of
enthusiasm which was barely polite and quoted a
monthly rent equal to an average yearly one—ftrlly
four pounds sterling. Iexpostulated and reminded
him of hospitality towards strangers, which is a
common law in dac East; but the horrid old thing
did not even mairttain the usual florid urhanity of
his race and calmly repliods staring toe itt the face.
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dtat if I lived in his house he would require a
compensation for the fact dtat my presence dtcrc
would render the place impure and therefore unin-
habitable. As I wanted the premises at once, I had
to yield: he got his exorbitant rent.

Having settled down I began ru.t|ning about tlte
place with a caruera and tal-ring snapshots of all I
saw amend me. I realitscd that the people resented
this practice, dtough they l-mew perfectly well what
I was doing. I thought, ltowever, dtat their objec-
tion to photography was based on the disapproval
every gee-cl lvloslent ought to feel towards any
image of a living creature; and, as I ltnew that the
whole of Persian art is a stubborn protest against
the stiff orthodoxy of the Iiloranic faith and that it
has managed through all the ages to portray under
various pretenses not only animals but even human
beings, I did not attach much importanee to the
disapproval I felt in dte air whenever I produced
my camera. Then one day a man told me he ltnew
why I was maltiog pictures of his country; it was
in order to cast a spell over it by way of magic
incantatious in which my photographs would play a
part. Ivfy innocent snapshots were looltod upon as
witchcraftl It is easy to imagine how unpopular
the wizard was malring himself in the eym of the
crowd. However, the quiet rural population never
rose in arms against the impure proceedings.

_|-rm_

P



5-]-li'|.]i.il-l£||t‘|'-"|||".I'|.]Ii.H5i'L‘!' I5?

Not so Ill: to‘!-Ttsliolie of Baifrmeh, who 0111::
made thernselyes quite unpleasant about ruy photo-
stepbr-

I had diseoyered a farm in the neighbourhood of
that eity where a Family of Polish Iews was settled.
They bought up eotton from the villagers and
exported it to Lode. They had told ene that the
great Shiah festival ealled Shaiehssy-Wslehsay was
going to take place in three weeks’ time, and that
we were just then going through the of
forty days‘ fasting whieh precedes the holiday.
This festivity is held i.n eonitnentoratinn of Hassan
and Hussein, suns of the iisurth Caliph, Ali, who
perished in their fight against the Sunni Caliphate;
it is reyereuee for the family of Ali and hatred
oi its perseeutors which is the main doctrinal
discrepancy hetweert Sunnis and Shiahs. Every
Friday during the period of fasting an episode
of fhe drama is acted, up to the last day, when
a procession is farmed to niouro for the extinc-
tioo of the house of All (who was husband to
Mahomefs daughter, Faunit}. The Friday per-
fnrtuanoes are produced hy those who are going to
impersonate. the historical ehsraeters in the preem-
sion; they are, in fast, regular dramas, and remind
one of mediaeesl mystery plays. The aetors are
dressed up as Arahs and read the parts they have
to utter, holding sheets of paper in their hands-
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The teat is composed beforehand and always
identical, so that there is no improvisation about the
words. in the ‘West, the performances at CIIh-erant-
mergau would he the nearest thing to the Shiah
production.

Having gathered all this information, I rode to
llallroosh on the appointed Friday in hop-es of
catching a glimpse of the play. 1 had only one man
with me, a groom to loole after the horses.

When l reachctl the nrteidan, an open square
surrounded hy thc has-zaars, I came up-on a wonderful
sight: in the middle, on a platform, the actors were
husy with their performance, and all round them
thousands of spectators on roofs and terraces were
intently following the drama. It was ahout four
o'clock and the rays of the sun were no longer
unh-carahly hot; the general aspect of the scene rnaclc
me thinle of one of those ancient theatres whose
beautiful ruins we admire in Greene or Sicily, where,
too, the show was produced in the late afternoon
with a blue sley for ceiling and the natural surround-
ings for haclegrotmd.

I rode up rather near to the crowd, handed over
my horse to the groom and unslung my camera.
I had not yet opened it when wild shouts from the
audience made me looie up: a troop of youngsters
armed with sticl-cs was rushing at me. To face
them alone and unarmed would have heen madness,

i -‘i1
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so I fled, seeing no other alternative. I ran like a
hare, turning and twisting in a mane of unlcnown
crool-ted little streets. I had no plan eaeept that of
gaining time, for only a miracle oould save me,
And the miracle happened : I met one of my Iewish
friends, who toolc in the situation at a glance. He
seiaed me hy the arm, opened a door into which I
sprang, and we at once used all the fastening non-
triva noes we found on the door panels in order to
lroep out the crowd. We were in an old ahsndoned
earavanserai; its strong mediaeval gate with huge
loeles and hsrs would have withstood a siege; the
smne walls were in good repair; the roof, as chance
would l1ave it, was detached from its neighbours,
die house heing surrounded hy narrow lanes which
turned it into a separate hloelc. Having closed and
incited the door we ran round to ascertain whether
there existed any other entrances; fortunately there
were none. Then we explored the roof. The
yelling fanatics were trying all the time to force our
gateway, hut nothing short of gunpowder would
have hreached it. They went on howling and
shrielting, hut that was all; their eiforts to hreslc the
solid panels widt sronm and even with heams were
of no avail. We hid in a corner near the top of
'1.‘he house. It had heen used as a place for rearing
coeoons and raw sills, so that the putrid
smell which these operations invariably entail per-
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vaded the whole place to an extent which may have
explained its abandonment till natural ventilation
had again made it apt to house some other sort of
goods. For a long time we sat huddled up near
the roof. liy degrees the noise of dte angry crowd
subsided, till the approach of dinner-time at last
drove the remnant of my aggressurs ltaclc to their
homes. After everything had tptictctl down we
still waited for the darlcness of night, and only then
crept cautiously out into the open. liventually, by
roundabout ways lertown to my saviour, we reached
dte farm in time for supper with his family. My
groom had been clever enough to go straight there
with the horses, so that I was able to ride hacle at
once to lvicshedesscr none the worse for my rather
narrow escape.

This first experience of the local fanaticism did
not, however, deter me from attempting to wimess
the Shaldtsay-"Walrltsay procession. I lenew it
might be dangerous, burl did nor feell could miss
this unique opportunity of seeing a ceremony the
description of which had haunted my early school-
days when I read about it in a ho-ole on dte religious
pageants of the world. Up to the particular year
in which I visited Balfroosh, there had always been
two processions, starting frotrt the two important
mosques; but the previous year this arrangement
had led to an encounter between the two crowds at
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a crossing of the ways, and as neither was willing to
wait for the other to pass, a regular battle had
ensued in which forty men had lost their lives.
The governor of the province was dismissed for not
having prevented the massacre, and his successor
managed to amalgamatc the two prooessions into
one, by providing that it should assemble by turns
in each of the two places of worship.

On the eve of the holiday I rode to the farm of
my friends and aslred them to put me up till the
morrow. incidentally I inquired at what time of
day the procession usually moved out. Una of the
brothers at nnee replied that it was at eight; httli l
saw a terrified loole in the eyes of my odter host,
who began contradicting the first and asserting that
he lenew it never started before noon. So at Eve
in the morning, before anyone had stirred, I pot on
my clothes and slipped out of the door. Cine of
the bmthers, seeing me crossing the iield in front of
the house, ran after me and implored nae to leeep
quiet; he thoughtl was sure to be murdered in that
hotbed of u|1h-rldled fanaticism. I mid him in
reply that anyhow no responsibility for what might
happen would he laid at his door and that nothing
could prevent me from doing as I pleased.

So I wallted into the haeaar and chose the spot
where two main streets cross each other st right
angles, surmising that the pageant was sure to
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advance along one of them. I posted myself,
unohtrtlsively, as ilat as l could possiltly manage,
against a wall.

I l-tnew that this function is renowned for the
number of men who honour Iiussein and liassan
by stril-ting themselves with swords in order to
resemble the martyrs :|t least in the tptatttity of blood
they shed. Tlu-y shave a hroad parting across their
heads, from forehead to nape, so as not to get dteir
weapons and dte wounds they inflict with them
entangled in hair. lvlost of the smart young rnen
are therefore the proud bearers of scars on their
foreheads rather similar to those which many
German students have on their chcclts. lt is
generally believed that if a man dies from these
self-inflicted wounds he may be sure of itnmediatc
hospitality in Paradise.

While I stood lirtnly adhering to my wall, the
people around me were attending to their hrealtfast
and to their festive toilet. All those who were
going to join dte mourners were slipping on white
ootton gowns and sharpening their broad cutlasses.
They insulted me in every possible way, but I never
moved in reply. They gathered round me and
whetted their lrnive's under my nose, screaming all
the while that their steel would first do away with
the infidel dog before it touched dtemsclvcs. I
tried to ttu'n my whole being into a statue which
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neither heard nor saw nor nnderstood. I kept
my eyes staring far away ahotre their heads, so as
not to meet their angry glances; I neyer let my face
twitch at their most scathing imnlts; I nerer uttered
a sound. And that turned out to he the right
policy, for no one touched me and I saw the whole
procession pass at a few yards’ distance.

There were all the historical characters dressed
up in dtrah clothes, mostly on horsehacit, though
there were also many on camels. Fatrnh was
inapersooatecl hy a little girl who, as she was not
yer of a marriageable age, eould appear with her
face uncovered. After the historical part of the
ceremony had gone hy, there came a double row of
fanatics in white calico turned crimson hy hlood;
their heads were unooyered and they ltept hammer-
ing on their foreheads with their blades, streams of
blood flowing down over their faces and clothes.
Fond fathers and hrothers ran neat to them, trying
at each hlow to insert sticks between lrnires and
sltins so as to saye their relations from what looked
lilte certain and speedy ends. The self-hutchering
crowd yelled: ' Ya Muhammad, ya Ali ’ at the tops
oftheirstoioes, al.li.nu.n.i.son and tothe rhythm of
their march. I conmied one hundred and ten of
thern. It was an unforgettable soenc of hmttd
sayagery, those endless rows of howling maniacs,
looking as if flayed alive and slowly progrtsting
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under Lbs; scorching lalatte til tilt Asiatic summey
shy. About noun it was all over and l at once ran
baclc to the farm of my Iewish friends, who were
greatly relieved at my reappearance.

Tlrottglt both the ancient llyrcania and the
tnodern i"d:.tJ-'.-1.1l‘|tlrr':||t are renttwnc-ti for their savage1-y
and ditlieulty of access, the country had its period of
glamour, when culture aml relinetuent suddenly
sprouted forth on ils fertile soil and covered it with
a network of beautiful buildings, route vestiges of
which are still esttant. That period was the reign
of Shah-Abbas the Great, late in the sixteenth and
early in the seventeenth century. This gifted and
enlightened monarch was thc son of a lady who,
born and reared in lviaaanderan, remained a staunch
admirer of her birthplace and induced her son to
visit it. She appears to have possessed a remarkable
personality, and was of an artistic temperament;
her influence over her son is well ltnown, and not-
withstanding the seclusion of the harem and the
prevailing laclc of information about the part
women played in the life of htloslem countries.
the mother of Shah-Abbas has leit her mark, in
art if not in politics. Ispahan was the capital of
Persia in her day, and the city owes most of its
beauty to her son; but there are monuments there
which are still shown as having been built by ‘thc
Shah's mother '.
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‘When she induced her son to go to lvfaaanderait,

whither she probably accompanied him, he was
entranced by its beauty and decided to come every
ycar and spend the hot season in dais land of gardens
and flowing water. In order to do so, he built him-
self a number of palaoes in various spots. But
after his death in 1625 his successors, who had not
the same reasons for raicing an interest in that
particular pmvince, probably found no time to go
there, and the princely residences remained un-
inhabited till about dairty years later, when the
oelehrated Cossack chieftaiu and brigand, Stenlra
Raain, who front an ordinary highwayman rose to
be a political power, twice came over the Caspian
Sea with his fleet and raided die cotmtry. Shah-
Abbas's palaces were plundered and wreclted. And
now they stand, lilte beautiful ghosts of the past, half
ruined and very much overgrown by creepers and
shrubs. In various noolrs amongst tilt‘: btioitworit.
there are still remnants of lovely tiles, and the
general plan of some of the houses is not difficulr to
reconstruct. Th'ey are hidden away in different
corners at present, not always easy of acocss, and
testify daat Shah-Abbas had a lceen eye for the
picturesque and followed a true artistic disposition
in blending landscape and water with his dwellings.

In one of the old palace gardens there is an
artificial lalre and a bridge on pointed arches leading
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to the ruins -of a small pleasure-house hidden away
under huge trees on an island in the middle. fin;
can hardly see the water around, so thirhly is it
covered by a growth of water-lilies, lttlrtclretls of
white flowers staring up through the sltect of flat
glossy leaves. There is sllll an old, old gardener
in that enchanting garden, and he pretends to be
loolting after tlte place and l-tcepiug it in a ltind of
relative order. Wlten l suddenly came upon him,
he was squatting on a path antitlst high heaps of
water-lilies, which lte was sorting and cutting inte
slices. He told me he did this in order to mai-tc a
medicine out of them, and I wondered what ail-
ments it would cure. was it, perhaps, going to be
an extract of the subtle magic I felt all round me,
a dmg which would unconsciously permeate the
minds of thoee who would stroll into that garden,
making them see, through the beautiful old arches
with their patches of blue enamel, that evanescent
charm of former clays which it is hard to fancy, so
scanty are the relics they have left, half-buried and
half-forgotten, in this remote wilderness among the
jungles of lvlaaanderani’



TRHKYELLING IN CENTRAL
ASIA



TIi.Jl'VIiLLll‘~li§ Ihl CEl"~lTlLd.L ABLE

TIdROUGH many ages Tttrlrestan has been
crossed from end to end by wayfare-rs of

varying degrees of distinction. lvfarco Polo is the
best hnown European to have ventured there, and
he did so as early as the thirteenth century; but
innumerable travellers, from both West and East,
have toiled over its mountains attd its plains, cover-
ing immense distances and spending years of their
lives on dte journeys, blowherc in the world has
the ‘traveller ’—and not merely the ‘invader ‘-
playcd such a part in local life as in Asia, and that
is perhaps why the rules of hospitality are more
elaborate and more precise on that continent than
anywhere else.

Up to dte gof the twentieth century the
influence oi modern methods of travel was on l:he
whole very slightly felt thereabouu; and this, for
anyone taking an interest in the past and fond
of how vanished epochs lnolted, was
perhaps one of the chief elements of its charm. I
left the country before it was invaded by the motor-as
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car. In the way of modern appliances, the rail-
way and the steamer were still considered more or
less of novelties; they had altered the everyday lite
merely along the n.trrow strips of land bordering
their routes. the rest of the provinces remaining
addicted to their anrirnt ways of travelling,

Steam locomotion resulted, of course, in a flrsurl
of cheap rnanulactured goods pouring all over the
bazaars, and also in a rabhle of adventurers who
came lilte swarrns of locttsts to settle on the old
patriarchal world. The railway opened up a
possibility of ettport, and this created new industries,
such as large-scale cotton-growing, which entirely
upset the former systems of cultivation and
husbandry.

But to the superficial observer at a day's distance
from the railway line or from the lfisrtts (the only
river on which t.hcre was a regular steamship
service}, those modern and hurried methods of
progression were in nobn-dy‘s mind and all the local
traffic followed the customs of bygone ages. I was
the first to bring a motor there. The railway train
was ltnown to the natives as otash-arba, ‘ the lire
cart *, but my motor was at once nicl-cnamcd slteitan-
arba, ‘the devil's cart‘: with no rcfleaion on my-
self, I trust—m-ertly on the inventor.

The arba {without a prefix} is a cart with two
wheels of incredible height supporting a wooden
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platform with rigid shafts all in one piece. Those
huge wheels are required for going across country
and for spanning the innumerable little irrigation
canals, over which they roll with scarcely a jerlr.
I never understood why the a:-des were not better
oiled than dtcy are, for the screeching of an arba
in motion is heard a long way off. The natives
never sit; dtey always crouch, being able to do so
as easily on a lield and even on a cart as on a floor,
and they travel crouching on the platforms of dteir
arbas. It requires a good deal of practice for a
white man to do the same without acute sutferiog.
Cln the whole the arba is a slow method of
progression. _ L

A faster one ts the usual sprmgless litussian
tarantass, the conveyance used on all the high-roads
of Rusda. lt is very swift, very supple, and in
case of accident very easy to repair. The hood
{usually without a seat inside it} is placed on long
poles which do duty for springs. In order to tnalre
dseir tarantasses as elastic as possible, people often
cut down young poplars and replace a brolten pole
in that way. There is a story according to which
a man upon getting home was so siclc of his riclrcty
old tarantass that he thrust it into a ditch, and there
it stayed; later on a number of young poplars
sprouted up out of it and became large trees. It
may be true; anyhow, it is a well-chosert illustra-
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tiun: yuu can citpcct anything tram poplars; l:lJ,|:]|r
arc plantccl simply by sticlring hits uf lsranchcs intu
thc sail; if you malt: a rnistal-cc and sticlc thc picuc
ui wuu-cl in thc wrung way—hcscl ciuwnwanls, sn
tn say-it will grnw ncvcrthclcss, but thc trunl-t will
ix unc1rcr|, all in humps aucl wrwcs. Insidc a
tarantass thc travclicr rcclincs un his luggage, which
is bcst paclccrl in bags ur suft wraps. rigitl putt-
msntcauit being I-rcpt bchintl unclcr cushiuns nr
pillnws tn prup up his la-aclr. It is a "|'t':I"_|f cum-
furtahlc way cf travclling ancl I haw: surnctirncs
cuvcrcci hunclrcds uf milcs at unc strctch in such a
vchiclc, driving nn day and night, rncrcly chang-
ing hnrscs at thc past-statiuns, and with just in
uccasinnsl stnp fur a hath ur a Inca].

Dncc, hnwcvcr, I travclicd in a tarantass in slill
murs Icisurcly tashiun. I was uuming tluwn tu
Turlccstsn Erntn "Wcstcru Sibcria and thc lucal
autliluritiss had assurc-ti ms thati uculcl shuttcu thc
way and saw: much tirnc by guing acrnss thc stcppc
and catching up thc pustai rnacl iuwcr cluwn—that
is tn say, by ccnrcring unc sidc uf a triauglc instcaci
nt thc nthcr twn. I shc-ulcl, thc]; said, mcct Kirghiz
trihcs, whu wuulci hr: in a ccrtain part uf thc srcppc
at that particular scasun, from whum I should hc
ahlc tn hirc hurscs; but as a matter uf fact I ncvcr
mct any Ifirghis camps at all, nr unlyr just small
gruups uf tcnts what: thc pcuplc irwariably said that
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their hnrses were grazing many miles away. Sn I
drnve nu slnwiy fur clay after day with the same
hnrses, stupping cnntinually in nrder nnt tn tire
them nut. It was great inn, and I saw a large
stretch ni steppe where I believe nu white man had
ever wandered hciurc. I had a certain amnunt uli
prnvisinns with rue, such as rice, hiseuits, dried
apricnts, lea and sugar; the rest we supplied by
shunting game, which was plentiful all the time.
Besides the tvvn nnachrnen, I had with rue a friend
and a Russian servant, and there was always enuugh
fur everyhndy. We shut the must wnnderful birds,
such asl had seen unly in hnnl-rs, and snrnetirucs we
came tn lakes swarrning with all lrinds at water
fnwl. There were days nf arid desert, and days of
thiclt grass nnvernd with ilnvvers; nu ruads uf any
deseriptinn; just a general nntinn nli going snuth
accnr-cling tu the cutnpass.

Clncasinnally we rnet Kirghiz trihes un the cuuve,
riding camels and hnrses with the felt tents tied up
in bundles and all the hnusehnld gnnds in large
carpet saddle—bags. Once, tuwards sunset, I met a
Kirghiz lady demurely riding a carnei all hy herself
nver the steppe. The camel in Central Asia is nf
the su--callccl Buctrian variety; it has twn humps and
the rider sits fairly uuminrtahly hetvveen them,
prnpped up fore and aft. The wnmen are
nf a ruddy cnrnplestinn, their faces hrnad and liar,
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their eyes narruw and slanting, their nuses ruund
and small; still, they are nut displeasirig, and with
their healtl1y lnnlt and merry humnur they are nn
the whnle a rather successful type nf wnmanltind,
Their clnthes are decidedly picturesque; they wear
immensely high head-dresses uf snnw-white linen
tied with culnured ribbons and decuratecl with
heads. The sulitary camel-riding lady was very
line tn lnnlt at. Her shaggy, well-fed camel stepped
majestically and supercilinusly nvcr the steppe; the
lady re-cltecl slnwly in unisnn with his mntiun, as
smart as any I'=T.i1-ghiz lady I ever saw. Frnm her red
leather tnp-hunts tn the imp-errant medals dangling
nn her rteclt and her cnii, she was the very en1bndi-
merit nf all the masterly Turaniari hurdes, a queen
nf the steppe at her best.

Tn ride a camel in the right way it is better tn
have been burn a native ui rltsia. White men never
lnnl-t quite at their best nn that abwd mnunt; there
is snruething in the methnd nf catching up its
swaggeriug mntinn which is always tusattainable
unlem yuu a.re burn tn it. A gnud deal of experi-
ence, slsn, is required tn feel at nnee what is serinus
in the bmte’s whims and what may be igunred.
Then there is the questinn nf their smell, tn which
wecannntger used: a earavannfcamels at rest isa
perfectly unbearable neighbnur during a night in the
upeu.
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A dnnlcey is a diiierent thing, and that is the
animal which must natives ride: patient and endur-
ing, it trnts about all day lung. In nn enuntry have
I seen such darling little asses as in Turlcestan.
Why they shnuld have a bad name inr nhstinaey,
I was always at a lnss lu guess. ‘fun see thern
staggering under lands larger than themselves,
under which an uhstinate animal wnuld simply
lie dawn and reiuse tn gn an, whereas I have
never seen a dunlcey act in that way. I have nften
seen, nn the cnntrary, twn stnut natives riding the
same little ass, with baskets nf prnvisinns tied nn
bnth sides as well. The snciety nf prnteetinn fnr
animals made up its mind tn dn away with such
ndinus ill-treatment ni the pnur beast. lint nnne
nf the natives ever jnined such an institutinn, and
it was invariably a Eurnpean whu wnuld step the
dnnltey and try tn malce nne ni the men get dawn.
F-uch prnceedings filled the natives with amazement.
' Why are ynu meddling? ’ they used tn say. ' The
ass is mine, nnt ynurs. This is nn business uli
ynurs.’ It was hupelcss tn males l:l1em understand.
The classic part played by Asiadc dnnlteys is that
uf leading caravans nf camels. The dnnltey steps
nut as number nne in the ' Ital-Ila ', the first sf the
camels being tied tn his tail. The admirable
behaviuur nf such caravan-leaders nnee mnre cun-
tradiets the reputatinn ni dunheys, which I ennsider
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tn be entirely wrung. There is, however, nne draw-
back tn the animal: its habit of hraying at night,
A Iriend of mine had to live at nne time in a small
tuwn where asses were plentiful, and he couldn't
sleep for the braying. till he funnel nut that the
beasts cannot bray unless lhey lilt up their tails.
Sn he went round in the evening and tier] briclcs tn
the tails of all the asses in the immediate neighbour-
hnnd, and in that way he managed tn have a few
quiet nights. lint the dnnlteys snnn found him nut
and would nnt let him come near them, and the
natives became suspicinus nf his nightly intmsinns.

The favourite animal in Central .|"1..sia is the horse.
Even for a white man, if he cares about nrher
people's opinion, it is safer tn ride than to wallc.
The smart thing is tn ride a stallion, but with the
great number nf mares all amund, that is nnt
practicable. There are very line horses in the
country, the must original breed being the Turen
man. The tribes which are called by that name
have been a terrnr tn the peaceful inhabitants
{chiefly of Persia} for many generations; in It-l.'nrier's
delightful Hefirl-Bass a raid of Turcnman brigands
is even made to come as far suuth as Ispahan. The
Turcnman horses little by little developed
qualifies of endurance and miftness, and rumour
asserted that when an the war-path the Turcnmans
fed thern with a mess nf barley and mutton-fat, the
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same as they ate themselves; they used to Fill their
saddle-bags with this stuff, dried and pressed into
lumps the size of tennis-balls, and the horses were
trained to have such food handed over tn them by
their masters in the saddle and tn munch it at full
gallop. Witls the Russian conquest and the
paeil-leation which, after the fall of the Tureoman
stronghold of Ghdok-Tepe, ensued in 1333, the
nomads could un longer use their horses for the
traditional purpose of raiding their neighbours, and
the famous Turcnman breed was threatened with
estinctinn. In order to save it, the Russian Govern-
ment crcated two studs in diderent spots on the
steppe, and magnificent specimens of the old breed
went on being produced; they were eagerly sought
for by the well-to-do natives and there were special
races and prizes for the preservation of their
distinctive qualifies.

Among the common horses of the country there
are two varieties of ' amblers ’. Due has the usual
swinging gait resulting from the front and bind leg
on the sa.me side moving in unison; the other a
very swift and even motion half-way between walk
and trot, the animal placing each of its four hoofs
separately in rapid succession. was both of these
kinds of amb-ling, large distances are easily covered
without ever brcstlting into a eanter or trot. I had
a very strong horse which could go irt that way for

HI
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hours, and I rode several times to a picturesque
village called Fioomsan at the foot of the hills lifty
miles away, covering the distance in a day.

I once had n rather striking proof of the endur-
ance uf these steppe horses. I was in Ilionshk,
south of lvlcrv. ncar the Itlgltan frontier, and it
bored me to go hack by rail; besides, it was in those
rernote times when passenger trains on the Trans-
caspian line ran only twice a week; so I thought I
would take a ride along the border nntl then go up
aeross the steppe to Tedjen, which is a railway
station. It was early spring. The steppe was
covered with fresh grass dottcd all over with
enormous tolips—and not only dotted, for in some
places the ntlips grew so densely that from afar you
saw what looked like huge scarlet ponds. I rode
from one Cossack outpost to the nest, changing
horses at each. The spring showers were rather
n nuisance, especially when they turned into steady
downpours which lasted for hours. Doe night,
when we were late and not yet within reasonable
distance of our prospective shelter, dsere was a tire-
some protruding bit of Afghan territory which had
to he circumvented by following all along the
frontier line so as not to trespass. We had no
dealings with the Afghan authorities, and a Russian
caught in Afghanistan would probably have been
sent over to the prison in Kabul. However, in that
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dark, rainy night I was tanfidssat that this Afghan
ssntriss would he snugiy asl-tsp in thsir barracks, so
Irisltaditalsdmd-smasragnodstrctchotthair
land. Fartunataly I mst ms ant, as that: wuuld
haw: b-s-an a fssrhli ruwi At my last Cossack out-
pa-st I wanted ta strike up dus north tawards the
railways Th: C-assaults said it muidtft ha dons, as
tht':r-t: was no mad; ths anly way was ta rid: aiang
thc bards: tili I gut ta the Psrsisn trantisr and
jainsd thc mad from hisshcd. In my saddls-bags
I had an c:tcs1is:|1t stafl'-map cm which a mad nvcr
thc stappc was marked. Th: Gas-wcks mad: hm
of ms and said that thsy had hs-sn living thsrs for
years and that if thtrc had hccn a raad, ti1:}t would
haw: itnawn ai it. Fading surs DI1'lIl]||' map, I said
I didn't rsquirs any sf thsm ta guids ms; I only
wanted thsir htarsas, fat which I wauld pay thsm;
I alas wished ta lrruaw whcthsr thc hsrsas would
sassy ms thc whais distana: in am: da].r—spparsntIy
twsr sixty miles. 'I'hs}I said they always did it in
two days by thc raundabnul: way, but that thsit
harass wsrs strung. St», map in hand, I led thc
aavalcadc, and surs an-sugh at thc right spat I iaund
a faint wsstiga of a Turcnman track which brought
us straight to Tsdjsn. It was a lung day; ws
startsd at dayhrtalt and srrivsd lats at night.

A curisus hsaturc at thc stcppc at that mamant
wars thc tnrtuisss, whuss branding ssasan it was.
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Little round yellow humped shells oovered whole
square miles oi ground, so that tlse horses couldn't
always find available space for putting down their
feet and slipped over the animals. The females,
much. larger than the males, sit quietly blinking
while the males fight each other. The lighting
consists in nne tortoise trying to slip its shell under
tl1e shell oi an adversary, ii possible on uneven
ground and [rum above, so as to turn the enemy
over by a sudden jerle: once on its bael-t a tortoise
is unable to torn over again and can do nothing but
die of hunger. Meanwhile, all concerned hiss
violently, so that the air is full oi this hum, which is
more subdued than that of the cicarlse. It is a
curious picture of spring-time animal lite.

This steppe, which goes down both to the Persian
and to the Afghan frontier, is Part of the Trans-
easpian province. it is a most desolate region:
nearly all of it waterless and barren. There are
about a doaen Russian villages in the hills, where
engineers have been able to find enough water for
irrigating a few fields; the rest oi the land is over-
rl1n'by Turcnman nomads or is empty waste where
no water has been iound, even by digging down to
great depths. The capital, Askhabad, a sandy,
dusty plaee, is much more lilte I'~iorthe:rn Persia or
the Eastern Caucasus than lilte Turltestan. It is
full oi Persians from hieshed and oli Armenians and
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Tartars from Balm. Iust as in the Caucasus, the
local cabs are ‘phaetons' and are drawn as a rule
by excellent horses in pairs; a cah in the local
vernacular is therefore called a ‘ phaeton'. They
are used to any sort of drive and are always willing
to start ofi anywhere without notice: over the Per-
sian border, into the heart of the desert sand~dunes,
or oH to the Caspian Sea. 1"-lo unestpected order
elicits the slightest astonishruent in the driver, who
is invariably a Persian. The horses are very often
grey or white and are always adorned with strings
oi blue beads against the evil eye; very often the
rnanes and tails are tinted with henna, so that the
horses loolt as if they had stepped out oi a Persian
miniature.

The horse bred on the plains is eacellent on even
ground, but not so good at climbing. The
mountain pony, on the other band, is a wonderful
climber; riding him on ditiicult roclty paths you have
a feeling that he has fingers to his hoeis and that he
clings to the cliiis lilte a monkey. It is, of course,
not easy to supply oneself with the right sort oi
mount for every ltiud of country, for Turieestsln is
so varied that one may sometimes be obliged to go,
on the same steed, over Pamir-ovrlngs and tiger-
ridden jungles. The horse which carried tne
over Otdoodi and which I dragged up over
Gooshlthon brought me down to the plains, where
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we suddenly had a whole day of travel along a
narrow path through thielt nrshes, in a tropical heat.
The rushes were so tall that the head of a man on
horschaclt only reached half-way up the stalirs; with
that, the wall of closely pacl-ted stems between
which the path wound its way was so dense that any
wild animal emerging from it would have been
upon you heiore you had time to be aware of its
presence, and the natives asserted that there was
a in the immediate neighbourhood. The only
thing was to put one's trust in Fate, and I ploddcrl
along all day—and on incredibly sultry‘ clay it was
—with this constant danger against which I could
talse no precaution, till at last the limit of the rushes
was reached and the village appeared where I was
to spend the night. It was very tiresome to feel
so powerless against a possible attaelr, but the con-
trast of those low, burning, marshy plains so soon
after the snows and glaciers on tbe mountains was
very strilting and most typical for Central Asia.

‘Wherever I travelled in Russian Turleestan the
atmosphere I met with was friendly and genial.
The'natives are always ready to offer the heartiest
hospitality; a European never feels any hostility
towards himself, not even any ill-hred curiosity.
Twice only Iretnemher having met with
The first time was in a place called Lsngar. Cne
often comes across thisnasne, which means 'anehor'



tsnesa 183
and is used either in the singular or in the plural;
a certain distortion of the latter form has produced
the name Lenltoran, which is that of the old port
on the Caspian half-way between Balm and
Enseli. It is a very ancient appellation and may
perhaps have meant ‘rest-house’, in the sense of
‘anchorage for travellers ". A friend of mine, a
Russian oflieer who had covered much ground with
regimental scouts, had told me there was a Langar
in a certain part of the lthanate of Bolchara, where
he had seen a mosque covered with the most
beautiful tiles and practically unspoilt. Clo my
way baelc from the Patnirs, returning up north from
the Cletus to Samarcancl, I was studying my map
on one occasion when suddenly I saw the name
of Langar attached to a village some fifteen miles
inland from one of the post-stations. The tempta-
tion was not to be resisted, though I had very little
timeatmydisposal,iortbefiovernor-Ceneral,lenow—
ing how difiieult it was to get me baelt once I had
gone away, had briefly mentioned that he eon-
sidered I could go to the Pamirs and haclt in fifty
days. There is no telegraph up there, so that I
had been unable to correspond with Tashlrent since
my departure; but, as chance would have it, I
expected to be haelt on the forty-eighth day: I
could therefore devote one day to Langar and still
be in Tashi-rent before the appointed time. And
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just then it happened that at the post-station there
were no fresh horses: I should have had to wait
anyhow for half a day. ht once l rushed to the
neighbouring village and hired a horse fmm one of
the natives. When travelling on It-orsebaclt it is
very important to have one's own saddle-, but my
things were well paclterl, and as I didn't want to
unpaclt and repaelr in this Cod-forsaltrn hole, I
rode on the saddle they gave me. Unfortunately it
was an instrument of torture which it tools me s
long time to forget. Anyhow, as night was falling
I reached Langar and managed tn find shelter till
morning with. deeply amazed natives who had never
seen a European before in their lives.

Early neat dayl wallted up to the mosque. There
it stootl, a simple whitewashed building, on tl1e top
of a hilloclt. But where were the tilesi I had
inquired before riding there whether it was a more
or less celebrated shrine m which pilgrims came in
numbers, and had been told that it was the burial-
place of a very great saint who had many devotees
all over the country. This had sounded rather
enoouraghsg; so perhaps the tiles were inside? As
Iwas wall-ring along the path towards the entrance,
one of the sheilths of the mosque, a forbidding-loollo
ing person, came forward and stopped me rather
rudely, saying that the mosque was closed and that
I could go no farther. His whole demeanour was
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pcrmeated with the {fortunately unspoken) convic-
tion thatl was a.t1 unclean dog whose rnere proximity
rneant defilernent. Ho argument was of any avail,
till I remarked that the mosque oould not always
be closed: when would it be open? ' Not to-day,’
he said; ' I only unlock it when I have had a vision
at night, a message in my sleep from the saint, tell-
ing me to do so.‘ ‘Then it’: all right,‘ said I.
‘Sueh a great saint must ltnow thatl am a fervent
pilgrim oome from afar and quite prepared to bring
an offering to his shrine. Go home and eon-
eentrate; you are sure to have a "vision telling you
to unloeltthedoorfor me. Iwilleotne baclrin
an hour‘s time.‘ An hour later all doors were
unlocked and I entered intn what turned out to he
an en1pt_-,r square hall, whitewashed lilte the outsidt,
with just the sai.1:|t'a tomb in a turner. 'il't:rji' much
puzzled I again hoisted I1'l]|‘E-L‘-if on to that beastly
saddle and rode haelt.

After new delays whida were beginning to
rnalee nte nervous about the day of my return,
I was driving along on the next evening when
I noticed a huiiding glittering in l:he diatanee
under the glow of somtt. I aslted the driver
what it was. ‘A mosque ', he replied, ' in
a village called Langar.‘ That was probably the
Langar my iriend had spoken of. But, alaal I
never sawit; forinorder togettoitl should haw:
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had to turn hacls, spend the night at the nearest
station, and devote most of the neat day to riding to
the plaee—ancl what if it had been rt wrong Langar
again?

The other time when I had difficulty with natives
was in the mountains on the Chinese border north-
east of Knoldin, the Tiun-Shun range. fipealting
snore correctly, the Tian-Shari is not a range but a
ntunber of parallel ranges; the central one, a huge
chain of snows and glaciers, with the pealt of Khan-
Tengri for chief summit, acts as Russia-Chinese
frontier. All the mountain-land up to this line,
across which there are few passes and those very
difficult ones, is in the Russian district of Prjevalsle.
I had some time at my disposal anel had discussed
with the district oflieer a plan for going up the Tian-
Shan in hopes of shooting ovis Poli, There was a
valley at the foot of the central range about which
two Hirghia tribes were at daggers drawn, both
claiming equal rights to pasturoland; and until
the quarrel should be settled, the authorities, in
order to prevent an open feud, had forbidden both
sides-to encarnp there. In consequence the wild
animals had it all to themselves. There I wcnt
with my brother, a number of natives, a Russian
st.'1l'tI't-Irtt of toy own, a Russian huntsman from one
of the villages, and, as interpreter, a semi-civilized
native, a petty official from Prjevalslr.
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Kara-Kirghiz, meaning ‘blaelt Kirghiz‘, a much
more troublesome and querulous race than the
Eirghia in the plains, who call themselves ' leaaale'
and are delightful people. A great fuss was made
of us, a local chief even offering rne his son for a
groom. After a three days‘ climb we reached the
valley, and I saw numbers of heads of dead
ovis Poli: the silly animals light each other
and get their horns so lirmly loclted that they
are unable to release them, and in this way condemn
themselves to die slowly of hunger. I saw a
number of these pairs of heads still closely united
in death. But as for the living ovis Poli, what
with the excitable natives who start shooting
hysterically the minute they see one, and what with
the wild turlcey which swarm in that region, no
sport was possible. The turkeys live just under the
snow-line:-uldaresosimilarincolour totheir sur-
roundings that it is most diflioult to detect them
before, with tremendous noise, they fly off and warn
the ovis Poli of approaching danger. I never even
shot at an ovis Poli, though I onoe eou.nted eighty»
two heads as a herd passed before my Field-glasses,
flying off in a panic produced by the beastly turlreys.
The natives are confident that the two species, the
hird and the q_uadruped, have a special arrangement
between them for ensuring their mumal safety.
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We managed, however, to hag some ibetr, which
was our only oomfort—-and eventually our only
foo-d, for the little we had brought with us had
been devoured and we had only our rifles to rely on
for the replenishment of our larder. Once, after
a succession of failures, we were compelled to
sacrifice a horse and to eat it. The valley lies high
up above the line of ferret-growth and therefore
there are no trees—not so much as a shruh. I was
obliged to send men down to a lower level in order
to bring up twigs and logs for fuel. I had also to
send a messenger to Prjevalslc to fetch bread for the
men and a pair of boots for myself, mine being
already in holes. I cttpectcd this messenger to
return in four or five days, but more than that
elapsed and the mest began to grow sullty at having
no bread. Then the other fellows, who had gone
down for fuel, returned with the news that they
had come across hrigands who had caught my
rumsenger on his return trip from Prjcvalslt and had
ltcpt him prisoner; they had also attempted to lay
hands on the fuel-hearers, but these had managed
to run away from them. I at once set off with all
my people to deliver my servant. The very ner-rt
day we found the brigands. We came upon them
unawares, attached and defeated them, and I held
the chief in bondage. He was a well-lrnown Kara-
I'~l'.irgh.ia headman. I tied him with ropes, carried
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him down to Ptjevalsl-t, and delivered him into the
hands of the authorities. rltt night, whenhe thought
we were all asleep, he tried to bribe my men with
promises to set him free.

That was not my only errperience of Kata-
liirghin manners. I had bought, somewhere in
the oountry, a very pretty nagailea with a silver
handle. The nagailra is a whip, very seldom used
actually for strilti ng, composed of a stielc for handle
and a leather thong the same length as the slielt.
You hold it so that it hangs behind your leg and
the leather just ticltles the horse's side, which
is sufficient for keeping up the animal’s energy; if
you sticlt the nagailta into your pocket, your horse
at onoe becomes laay and half-asleep. One day,
somewhere high up in the mountains, the natives of
a sudden whispered ettcitedly that there were iberr
close by. I jumped off my horse, seized my rifle,
and, not seeing my groom anywhere about, left my
horse for him to find; the nagailta I deposited across
my saddle. After that I spent a long day in stalk-
ing ovet precipitous cliffs {looking at them after-
wards in cold blood I could hardly realise I had
actually crawled up them}. In the evening, upon
rcnsrtting to camp, I claimed my silver
The groom denied ever having seen or found it.
As he was a chieftain's son I believed him,
him a gentleman. I returned neat morning to the
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spot whcrcl had left it; we loolred all over tlte place
but found nothing. Later on I saw the interpreter
holding an angry discussion with the groom, till
the latter eventually burst into teats and brought
baclc the missing object. He had hidden it in the
roelts in order to tcturn there-—-a three days‘ journey
—-and ltecp it for himself, after I should have left.
Such are Islam-Iiitgbia chiefs and their suns, cvcn
in their dealings with a guest.

The last animal to be mentioned in a description
of means of transport in Tutl-testan is the yalt. It
is only met with at great altitudes and is used fot
crossing the highest passes, as no amount of snow,
no winds, no storms seem to have the slightest
eliect on it. It is an oer or huge buffalo, but with
something of the elephant about it, and it has long
hair which hangs in fringes down both its sides
neatly to the ground. It is a kindly. placid, stolid
animal: a mere glance at it is enough for you to
see that it is thoroughly reliable. Baby-yalts are
charming; they are such clumsy, playful beasts,
rather lilte gigantic puppies when they romp. As
for curds made with the cream of yalrs' millr, they
are delicious to ear and have a taste all their own.
I have never ridden a yal-t because I have never had
to: this very slow method of pmgrcssion is only
used when it is necessary-——chieiiy for crossing
diflicult passes where no other anirnal is able to

I

I1
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eompete with it.

Central Asia is a dry country and tnost oi its rivers
never flow into anything, heing used up for irriga~
tion and ending in fan-shaped networks of eaoals;
nevertheless there are some poouliar modes of
travel hy water. Up in die mountains the Tadjiits
cross the torrents by means of inflated goatslsins on
vrhieh they sit artride. They sometimes build rafts
of sueh goatslsins with rt Era.1:|1etvorlt of poles upon
them. In the Pandj region this is a very qttiels way
of going downstream. I ortee tried it in Walshan
and resehod I{ala—i-Wamar in about two hours,
where-at my pads-horses t-ooit the vvholt: day to get
there by the riverside path. It is a giddy husiness.
The foaming, precipitous waves malte the raft spin
round and round like a top; you sit on your luggage,
with half a dozen swimmers all about you holding
ontotheraft;thcyoretl1eretoseetl1atthegoat-
skirts are tight, and as soon as one of them gets
limp one of the svvimmers unties the eorls and
inflate-s the skin again tvith his hreath. They have
to he at it eonsomtly, and it all goes on amidst the
noise and danee of the rapids. It is original, hut
not particularly safe.

Then, on the rivers down in the plains, eaiques
are used, or, as they are eslled there, esio-olts. These
areofvarious sizes. Ionee hired aeaiooltonthe
Syrslhria {Yaitartes} and floated down into un-
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inhabited lands on a little exploration trip. It was
a nioe, steady hoat, and it used to he tied to a pole
at night, while I slept on a felt mat under the stars.
There were no mosquitoes, no dangerous insects;
the whole of nature seemed there to have heen macie
in order to help, not to deter, and I hardly ever
eame across human life of any sort. There were
ruins of former lsuildings at certain plaees, hut all
of hfoslem times, and on some days iiirghia en-
campments appeared not far from the river; hut that
was all. 1 donlt rememher having met anyone on
the water for days and days. For the night one had
to settle earefully at some distance from the river,
which is ever washing down its hordes. Cine hanlc
is always like a low eliii, standing up some ten to
fifteen feet, and the stream is perpetually under-
mining it so that large lumps of the loose soil are
constantly falling into the water with a loud noise.
I remember one night when a regular eannonade
went on for hours. If one lay down too near the
ridge, one might rislc waiting up half-drowned.
Dwirtg to this softness of the earth the river has
ehanged its eourse over the steppa ever so many
times; it meanders about, forming islands and
peninsular, and though there are hardly any trees
anywhere, the landscape is charming.

Do the rltmo-o-Daria {Dans} the eaioolss are of a
mueh larger type. They ply up and down carry-

i
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ing goods to the various maricets along the rivet.
Theycanonlybesocuredasanrleatthetertninus
points and are not available at intermediate stations,
as I once learnt much to my annoyauoe. It
happened in the following way. The Governor-
General had promised me that if be ever went to
Kbiva he would talce me there; the place is far oif
and I was eager to see it. Some time later he
insisted on my joining the Foreign Dfiice, so as to
be appointed his diplomatic adviser, and I was
spending a dreary surrtmer of apprenticeship in St.
Petersburg when I suddenly got a wire: ‘Going to
hihiva; catch me up.’ I atonee aslted for three weeks’
leave and tools the train the next day to Gharcijui,
where the Transcaspian railway crosses the microo-
Daria. It was early in rltugust and the water was
at its highest, owing to the action oi’ the fuly stun
on the glaciers. The railway bridge over the river
isahoutami1eandahalflong,andinthesutnmer
the swollen river flows down with great swiftness,
its chocolate-coloured waters churning and toning.
At Elhardiui I learnt that the Governor-General's
steamer had passed down two days before. i My
only hope of eatehing it was in a eaiools; but there
wasnoeaiuolctobehad,owingtothefacttl"tat
Ghardiui was not a terminus. Everyone i.n the
place told me that the only thing to do was to wait
for the ordinary weelsly passenger-boat, due tltree
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days later, which might perhaps carry me down-
stream in time. This was of no use whatever; I
itnew it would be too late.

Then I suddenly remembered having had to deal
with Ural Cossacks settled close tn Chardiui. By
trade they were fishermen and tlierefore had boats.
I rushed to them at once. They go about the river
in long narrow Hat-bottomed canoes, rather lilte
those used hy natives in tropical stats: such canoes
hold two men who row by turns. I hired two of
these ‘boodar]si'. We tied them together and I
got in with three Cossacks, talting some provisions
-—mostly melons and biscuits. The distance from
Ghardjui down to the place from where you ride
or drive on to Isihiva is over three hundred miles.
The current was so strong that my men were afraid
of rowing in midstrcarn, especially when it was
windy and the waves threatened to swamp us. We
worlted by tums and stopped at night to sleep on
land. It is desert all the way. Every time we
saw a tent, which was very seldom, we
visited it in order to buy fresh food. For four clays
and 'nights we iioated down, a strong north wind
often detaining us. At last, when ordy fifteen or
twenty miles remained to be done, we saw the
steamer returning. "With a heavy heart I went
towards it, climbed on board, ioined my friends,
and spent the rest of my holiday with them. To
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go on down alone was out of the question. I had
missed all the pageant of the Governor-General‘s
reception, and anyhow it was impossible to im-
provise on the @t the necessary orders for my
journey, not to speal-r of die risk of my having to
wait very long for a more comfortable way of
getting back. So I had to make up my mind to
see Khiva anodser time.

The Turcnmans malcc very good sailors. I had
once to spend two days in Hrasnotvoclsk, the
terminus of the Transcaspian railway on the shore
of the Caspian. It is a miserable place, picturesque
enough when you approach it from the sea, with
huge red rocks overhanging the white houses, but
with no freshwater supply. A plant has been
erected for boiling sweet water out of salt water, and
there is even a square, planted with tanlarislss and
other wretched-loolring shrubs which are irrigated
with the surplus water from the plant. Having
spare time ahead, I looked for a sailing-boat, and
Turoonlans offered to take me about in one of their
galleys—for such, after all the small river craft, it
looked to me to be. It wm one of those large boats
with a high deck and tall masts in which they made
along the shores of tl1e Caspian. This is a
treacherous sea, often similar to the English Channel
at its worst, but at that particular moment in Ivlay
it was all azure and sunshine. Cncc, however.
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returning towards sunset over a perfectly calm sea,
a terrilic wind suddenly struck the sails; all the
small boats, oars, ropes, erc., that were on deck
were swept away into the waves in no time, and we
danced hopelessly about for two hours before we
were able to anchor in the port. I saw then what
steady atilors my Turcnmans were. They remained
orderly and efficient throughout; no one lost his
head, and, though things had looked rather dark
at first, all ended well. Afterwards a man was
tied to a mpe, thrown into the water, artd the
things which had been washed overboard were all
redeemed; nothing was missing.

Such are the various modes of locomotion I have
practised in Central Asia. I"~lew ones have surely
been introduced sincel left the country: motors, for
instance, which are so easy to use there in the plains.
But whatever may be their means of journeying, I
sincerely hope that future travellers will be able to
gather in that country the sarne impressions which
I enjoyed. However distant from Ttukestan my
life has been for the many years since I last saw it,
I have never been in any region whose charm is so
potent. Nowhere is life so enchantingly easy, no-
where is namre so friendly. There is no aortas-
phere of unknown dangers, as there is in the tropics,
no tiresome artificialiry, as on the Riviera. The
climate in winter is just oold enough to forbid the
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invasion of palm-trees {which invariably look so
wretchedly out of place in European gardens}, and
the general background formed by an ancient
lvloslem civilisation makes a wonderfully attractive
frame for the life of white men, if they take an
interest in it. liverything is permeated by an
ear-zjttisitc old culture which has built monuments of
refmcd beauty and has left its imprint of politeness
and good manners on all around. 'W'herever you
go you may hope tn find remnants of an elegant art
scattered among landscapes which blend the highest
of mountains with lusruriant and well-tilled plains.
Each season has its own charm: for who should
decide whether a hot sutnmer afternoon in a thick
cool shady garden full of the cooing of doves is
more enjoyable than a l"~iovember morning with the
apricot-trees one mass of pink and coral and a
minaret towering over them against a clear blue
sky? Ctr whether a mountain valley, secluded and
remote and full of flowers, is better than a limitless
emerald green steppe with myriads of bulbs pushing
their blossoms up ever the grass? The longer one
stays in Turkestan, the more delightful it is to_sl1Idt'
the country and its inhabitants, and if some day it
is reopened no civilization, it is sure no yield no end
of information and enjoyment to those who will
take the trouble to cstplore it.
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Irlinar-i,-Itialdn, pp-|-tl-o

THE L-tltislfl DP TIHUI

P
Patrdrs, srfl-ao, an, raq,

ray, rap, :3:, :35-.|o, rar,
tilt, :33

Pandj River {upper Cans},
ran-:, tsp, r3a, cps

Pekia. to
Persia. tr, til. 154.. ya, sap,l'r!io-nghln steppe, tqp j

Ivlorler, ]!an1t:|, rec He,rji|'- IE5‘ '5?‘ ml’ 13"’ '5"Persian dialects, tap. t3o
uiiius I P"."“""‘“* "55
h-lotraun, :3-p_. rqe, :43 Prlflalllft 155* ‘Ell

I"-I

I‘-ladir-Shah. ts
Islag-silica, IE9
Hagar. rap
Itlaksh-Iiendir mystic sect of

Islam. aa. as-5
Iilsbtsrsltadncwr. 33, yo
It-lew ll‘-nlrhera, E5-ti
It-lishapur. 65
hlnoroheh hills, En

C

Cldoodi Pass. 13p. :r|o, :8:
Dreaburg, st:
Cltra-.r, 15-ry-
Dvll Poll, :35-y
Daring, 135-5, 15:
Cetus River {resection},

Q
Queen of Sheba, 3y

R

Railways in Central rltsis,
3?“

lleghistan |[Samarcand), a-1,,
ay-31

Ehaga, -fry
Rlshth, pg, py-
Russia, I44, tqp, 15:, ryr
Russian protectorate of

Turkestan, yo-p, Br, 35,
pp, so-I5, Ito, rtr, tsp-no,
saa, :31, tyy, ryh, silo,
tits, :83, rflti

5
tsp-ao, sat, rye, :53, spa St. Plrtersburg, tsr, :5
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flansarcand
iiibi-I'l.hamtrn's madrasa,

also 151
Cour-fitmeer. ti-I3
Iialah, the, ft-B
Iieghistan, st-.1, ay-3:
fihnh-I-Zlntlah |'|'|nst|tse,

tp-ao, or
Sasnnian dynasty oi Persia,

F
Seyid-Shall-Iisrakil. so
Shah-.i'|.bh-as the Great, Id-1»-5
Shah-i-.-""5-inclah rnoscjue, Ig-

ao, 5:
Shohr-i-fl-abs’-r :3-:3
Shakhsay-Wnkhmy, Sbiab

festival, 15'?-3, ttio-J,
Eheihoni-iilhan, 3a-.1
fihiab, secret Islam, :3, 13o,

tyy-E
S-hir-Boo-tloon, rtl
S1-tughnnn, rat, tsp. :31,

‘P
Siberia, tr, tya
Eldon, I5-y
Slrtdbad cite Sailor, :o3
Sogdiena, ya
Star of B-ebhars, Urdet of.

sst
Sosin, so Aurel. Isa
St-enka Iiaain, :55
Sunni, or-thotlor Islam, tB-

Iib 15?
-5'rrre.r of l'.I'll: Koran. 93
Sutklsab Iiiver, tall

Susi, tiy
Syr-Daria iiiver

:9:-a
Swat, rap, :33

T
Ttlrdjll-ts, sap.-3,1, rrjn-1, rpr
Tanseriane, rer Timur
Terantass, ryr-a
Tattars, :3:
Tsshlcent, sod, rte, rrr, :r|o,

I-as sis
Tedjen, ryfl, ryp
Teherrln, :51-.1
Tian-Sivan Mountains, :55
Timur, vi, -I5-so, rs-ra, :3-:3,

rti-ty, eh, till, y-3, yy
Tootelr, tar,-_;
Trans-Alsl lvfountains, tag;
Transcasph, 15:, silo, tpy
Turanian stepper, I53, tyq
Turcnmans, tyti, spy, ryp,

son, 19y-E
Trts fir

1,r .
"il'ictnria, Lake, tat

W
Waklran, tar, rap, cps
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anti "rt-tn 1..-.:~:n or rtstna
'1!’ E

Yak, rpo Eerafshan River, 53, fly, ye,
‘falsoutsk, t1 yy, 3.;
Yascertes River, to, rpr Hikr, tp, a3-ti
Tfaagooletn, rap, 1315, 1351.
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