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PREFACE 1

While I was specializing in Medieval Indian
history at the M.4s level at the Centre for Historical -
Studies at the Jawaharlasl Nehru University,l wrote one
seminar paper on the course offered,i.e.,,the composition
and organization of the llughal nobility.l chose the Hindu
element of the Marathas and composed my paper en the
basis of original and secondary sources.l must say that
the flughal nobility was composed of a medley of racial
and ethnic elsments,e.ge.,the iranis,the Turanis,the Afghans,
the Shaikhzadas,the Rajputs,the FMarathas and so on.

Since then my interest in the crganization and
composition of the Moghal nebility was born,For my M.Pail,
i gtudied the role and status of the Hindu elements of
the ligghal nobility as a vhole.¥or my Pﬁid. L have studied
the subject as a cohesive whole and have prefixed the
title of nmy thesis as follows,

" The Mughal nobility:4& political,administrative and
socio-ecenomic study:with special reference to the
Hindu noble elements ",

Yy acknowledgement is first due t¢ ay supervisor,
‘Dr,Jdayanta Bhushan Bhattacharjes,Professor,department of
History,NEHU,Shillong.lte guided me in my study from various
angles.le took out his valuable time and read out the
final draft,and made some invaluable suggestions,My
sincere thanks are due to him,

i would alse like to thank the authoritiss of
National Archives,Central Secretariat Library,and Nehru
Memorial Library,lew Lelni, &vety the authoritiss of Khuda
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Baksh Khan Oriental Library and K.P.Jaiswal Research
Institute, Patna.Also,the authorities of Jawaharlal
University Library,Mew Delhi,Patna University Library,
Patna and NEHU Library,Shillong.
Thanks are also due to my typist Mrs.Sicily
Khongji who typed out my thesis with considerable pains.

/f“ﬂw Konnse Aimt
Uudhir Kumar Singh
P.h,De Scholar
Department of History
R.E.H.U.

LS M .
Dated Nowbr 1957, Shillong - 793 014,

Shillong.
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ABSTRACT

ihe cubject of the nebility during the wedieval period\

of indian history is an interesting subjsct for study and
research.it i5 at the sametime a very neglected aspect of the
study of medieval indian history.The Harxist school of histo-
[rians have hitherto not atuaied this particular subject.A few
' non-farxist historians have dwelt upon this subject but have
kpot studied it systematically.This particular aspect of tae
study of medieval indiar history provides a greoat scope for
both political ané economic hiatorians,because the subjects
relevance is related to many aspects -~ guch az politieal,
adainistrative,military,aocial,econamiqigéé:ggzgg)Gne nay
agsert that the study of the nobiiity during the medieval
Eg@iggjﬁézzaﬁ involves only political and sdministrative
thenes as the nobkility wae primarily a pelitical and zdninist-
rative institution;but when one goes deeper into the study

one finds that ceconoaic and social $sglicationa ars also
concurrently involved with tne se called political asd sdminis-
trative institutionalization of the amedieval Isdian novility.
Leaving aside Whe early medieval Indien nobilitylas it is out
of tho coutext of the present atu&y,%égrlaier medieval indian |
or the 2ughal nopility which is the sudject of the present
research,can be staled o boe such an fastitution which proved[

3

to be the very blovd-iine of ihe Jlughal eapire and the empire
developed,consolidated,and ultizsately eclipsed along with the
instituticn of ihis nobility,which incidenially also underwvent
the sawe histocrical proceas,wnile DOthH the stale and the insti-
tution of tne netilily proved to be crucial and detriaental 3o
sach other's exisionce.
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Ine medieval Indien state,like all the state-systems

1j:ifferent ages and places,had distinct features of its
o«Une of these features was the sustainence of the

principle and practice of sharing the political power and\\'
authority.first and foremost,it has to be kept in mind that’
the medieval Indian state as a system or as an imstitution
was slien to the Indian conditions as well as to its people,
It was a system the genesis of which lay in the soil of
Central Asia and which had been implanted in India,a foreign
land,by a handful of Muslims,among the vast multitude of }
Bindus living in India sincs times immemorial, -

The medieval period of indiasn history has often been
called the Muslim period of Indian history by the tradltlonai)
historians only because the flugslims were the rulers,lhis
period has been very conveniently divided into two sub-
periodsithe period of the Dolhi Sultans—and the period of
the lMughal emperors.in the medievel period as a whole, there "
was(é:ggg;;;gzﬁéperation ef(gﬂg;ggé>political authority gdfﬁ%)
on,4lthough this sharing of power vested in the state -

systen was a distinctive feature of the medieval period as a
whols,during the zarlier period it was shared by the Delhi
Sultans and the nobles of Ceautral Asian extraction.lhey were
all fuslims.%the nobles came alongwith the Sultans from Central
Asia, so that the latier could utilige their help and services,
for governing an alien peeple.('n the other hand,the cupldity

of the receleigant nobles who %%&’glgL,@Qﬁ____~§,ilBs—ﬂi$h

the Sultans,had to be checked and satisfied by extending

to them gome sort of pcliticel authority.lhe situgtion 5335\
demanded an interactior between the two parties,i.e.,the
Sultans and the nobles.bach party was ueing and at the sanme-
time depending upen the other,fovever,it is significant to
note that the Velhi Sultens did not entertain the services
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of the Hindu chiefs as partners and co~sharers of autho-
rity even though the Hindus were the origiral inhabitants
of the land,and still exercised considerable influence
with the people at the grass-roots level.And this was sig-
nificant in the ultimate decline and final extinction

of the Delhi Sultunate.

Thereafter came the iMughals,and with them came the
very same ideology and practice,as also the compulsion of
/sharing the power in the state-system.lnce again the shared
:§§§§EEEEE§§§§E§1;5;~ESrn out of necessity as well as comp-
ulsion, the fughal rulers had to enlist the services of the
nobles of their own land to govern the psople of an alien

——r——l

Hindustan.dnd at the same time the Mughal emperors had to
~indus®

check and satisfy the fissiperous desires of the nobilaty
to keep it under effective contrcl and submission,but the
liyghal emperors were different,in so much as they realized
that witnout the help and co-operation of the Hindus,the
positionr of the empire would be insecurc in a land predom=
inantly inhabited by the Hindus,llence the ilughal sought

end enlisted the powey Hindu chiefs for the Mughel imperial
service,lhus the medieval Inéian state wac a unique political
organisatihon wherein the highest pover wvas not remaining
with the emperors but wzs being shared by others or the
nobles.ft was a unique situation tecause no parallel in
history can he traced.if we try to seck z similarity wi:;]
the western medieval pciitical institutions wherein the
institution of the nobility was existent,ene may maintain
that there was noe similzarity behtween the two becnmuse in the
west the nobility came up due to the weskness of the kings.

The feudal lerde end barons came to share political power
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due to the increasing weakness of the kings and ngt due
to the circumstances prevailing in the medieval Indian ]
state,

Thus the problem of the Mughal nobility is a multi-
faceted problem which is not shorn of allied problems such
as political,administrative,military,and social and economics
Hence a study of the Nughal nobility becomes all the more
imperative in the light of the above mentiened circumstances,

fne topic of the present research is " The Hughal
nobility: A political,administrative and socio-economic
study;with special reference to the indu noble elements ",
The study begins with the study of tho rise of the nobility
as a significant factor in the politicnl condition of
medieval India.The source of the nobility is traced to
Central dsian origin,and its instituiionalisation in India
under the NMuslim kings is determined by the contemperary
circumstances which wers peculiar as also due to the lslamic
character of the medieval lndian s?gﬁgﬂfhe nobility was not

only a political group but it vas a social facter as wvell,

in the medieval ludian,statec.ihese two Tacts were responsible
to give it the crucial place which i% received in the
medieval Indian state.lne study here-after deals with the
composition and organisation of the medieval Indian nobility,
The transmutory character of the composition of ths Mughal
nobility is underlined,whilec the orgevisetien of the Mughal
nobility is discussed.Couing to the Hindu constituent of the
HMyghal nobility, the present study has discussed in detail

the role and status of the RNajputs and the Marathas within
the confires of the Hughal nobvility,and concludes that these

Hindu noble elements played a crucial role in the consolidatic
and eclipse of the lMughal empire.the role of the nobility in
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the Mughal administiration has been studied and it has
bgon concluded that there was no branch or activily of
the aintnistration vhich was net out of the periphery
of the fughal nobility.The Mughal a0bility was a potent
force in the economy of the empire both as 2535255 and

paciiciponts,.

The activities of the Hughal nebility in the
contemporary Eﬁffiﬁf_fff_fffﬁfffiff;f°t1vgti&g of th?f
enpire have been analysed.The sctivities and rols exs-
cut@éd by the Hughel nobility in the imperial secial
structure have been discusssd snd %he secial efgnificance
of thie aristocratic cla2as in the bBuilding up of the
empire has been snzlysed.lns of ixe broad conclisions
arrived =t is that the Hughal nobility was next only to
the Sughal emperers in tho Mughal stete.thus the Fughal
nokility has been viewed upon as the woat »oweriul factor
in the empire's stremgth and powor and alse in its eve-
ntual disintegration in vhich the qf§if§§ff_ff§§i§~2%ayed

no mesn part.



CHAPTER 1

CONCEPTUAL ANALYSIS OF THE PHENOMENOR OF
FOBILITY

The phenomenon of nobility is 2 concept and reality
of the middle ages. The nobility in that age was a dominant
group in the Society, in the west a8 well as in the east. The
institution of nobility essentially possessed :t“‘é'
own which provided it with a superior status in the socio-
political situation. Thus, the nobility, though a social group,
was nevertheless interminably comected and based upon the
edifice of politics and the state, The legality of the position
of the nobility was essentially and basically hereditary. It was
also essential that the nobility should be a restricted and
constricted bpdy. In other words, the nobility denoted a
privileged section of the society which was naturally small
in circumference. 1t enjoyed social interests and privileges,
while the theory and practical ity of hereditary Succession was

provided to it by the state and through the State‘.

The period from the ninth upto the eleventh centuries
is generally identified as the first feudal age in Europe,
During this period, the term, 'noble', had rot acquired any
distinctive sense of legality.Ilt existed at the conceptual level

only. Ideologically, the nobility was characterized by the

1. Marc Bloch, Feudal Society, tr. L.A.Manyon, Iondon, 1965,
P.283%
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distinction of birth., It also implied that the nobility

possessed a certain amount of wealth and property. During this
period, the nobility signified groups of influential people who
had come to acquire a dominating position in the social hierarchy,
due to the fact that the governments had weakened up in Europe,
with the result that the protectaive ties had become extended,

The nobility was composed of the landed gentry, because the

[ et

nobles used to get land revenues by exercising their influence

over the land,

During the later feudal age in Europe, the distinctive
meaning of the term ‘nobility', -underwent significant modifica-
tions, The later feudal age in Europe commenced from the thirteent
century. During this period, the term, 'nobility', came to
8ignify a distinguished sense of a legal monopoly. The position

of the nobility during the early feudal age was de-facto, whereas

during the later feudal age this position changed into being
we' During the first feudal age in Europe, the nobility
vas based upon vassalage. But due to contradictory nature of
the terms of vassalage, while during the later feudal age,

the terms of vassalage were dore zway with from the institu-
tionalization of the nobility. Thus, theoretically, the nobles
ceased to be vassals, Now it was only on the basis of birth
that a noble could own up an independent fief. In spite ggﬂthe
f;;;—;;;;\§£Z;E“E§E§£Eiéd numerous com;ﬁn featurss such a8

military furctions, and the general mode of life, the de-facto

nobles of the first feudal age and the de-~jure nobles of the



later feudal age were very different when looked upon from

the point of view of an egaliterian society. The chief
differences prevailed in matters of wealth and property, and
power and privilege. Thus a hierarchical set-up of the
institution of the nobility was evident. These differences were
there, tacitly recognizable in the beginning but later on they

were confirmed through statutes and customsz.

The emergence and institutionalization of the
nobility in India, during the medieval period, was far different
from the European nobility. The nobility im Purope was not
‘created' in an artificial and‘deliberate manner. It emerged
out of thé exigencies of the times. The chief factor for the
emergenge 0f the nobility in Purope was the all pervading
weéknesses of the kingship therein. AS a result, the European '
kings began to share state-powers with the influential section
of the state, due to which the mobility was institutionalized
therein3. On the contrary, the institution of nobilityw was a
(gg}fserately created one in India so that it could be utiliged

P

as a potent factor in the work of the building up of the Indian
empire alongwith its consolidation, because, these were the
political processes in existence in India throughout the
medieval period. The basic cause behind this was that the
medieval Indian state was perpretrated by the Central Asian
Muslims who were in effect, foreigners in India, The Delhi

2. Ibid, P.332

3. S.B.P.Nigam, Nobility under the Sultans of Delhi,
Delhi, 19€8, P.185.
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Sultans during the early Muslim period and the Mughal kings
e——— .
during the later Muslim period, were all foreigners.

The Indian vobility during the Delhi Sultunate period
influenced the state affairs to a great extent. The nobility
Jduring {the Delhi Sultunate and the Sultans of Delhi were

always inter-locked in a grim tussle for the exact determina~
tion of their two-fold relationship. Islam has evolved 2
definite theory of state and politics. It provides a semi-

divine position to an elected Amir—ul—mominin.(’ ' -

Speaking of the character or the nobility during the
Sultunate period, an,authority Yrites as such. - ’

“Immediately below the Monarch came his

\
,

nobles, They usually supported him in power, but
at times-usurped his functions, and if a ruling
dynasty grew weak and effete they stepped intq
its shoes, and founded a2 new ruling dynasty of
their own. Even if a noble was deposed or
otherwise »obbed of his position and power, the
traditions of former dignity ard social honour
were unfailingly handed on to his descendants,
and with the apprcbation of the people, who
tenaciously adhered to the hereditary principle,
restoration to farmer power was only a question of

time_and 0pportunity”.4

4., K.M.Ashraf, Life and conditions of the people of Hindustan,
( Delni, 1979. P.84
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Thus we Ssee that the theory of the election of the

Amir-ul-mominin was a Misnomer., There was lacking any workable

democratic machinery for election. In actual practice,
military superiority was the chief arbiter which decided
the political complexion of all Muslim commupities. Thus a
poverful person who had established his superiority over

A%

others through the means Ef/grms, used to surround himself
with a halo of 'divinéQthificatib

S0 that he be taken to

be somewhat different anhd above his personal rivals, The

Delhi Sultans also tried to emnhance their position by allowing
N——

themselves divine sanctity. But the nobility under them did not

recognize this, The nobility on its own part declared that

the Sultans were only one among themSelves; members of the
i € 8he 20
noble class itself. As such, the nobility declared the Delhi
Sultans to be first among equals or as the saying goes, the
Sultans were just primus inter-paress. During the medieval

age in India/ the Islamic state)existed because it recognized

the nobility askf?-shareréjin the administration of political

pover alongside the emperors. Thus it may be stated that‘fﬂ

constitutional monarchy was prevailing in medieval India,

The privileges and power of the contemporary nobility got

recognition, as it was essential for the inner balancing and

cohesion of the Islamic medieval Indian state, more so fer tle

latter's consolidation and stabilization,

5. 8S.B.P. Nigam, op.cit, PP.182-83



As an @ﬁh&s so aptly stated,

"Islam, like Christianity, prescribes
no political system and the hadises of the
Prophet are remarkably silent on the question.
Nevertheless the Quran, which claims to be
" a guide and a cure for those who believe”,
had to lay down the basic principles of the
Muslim politico-social order. ThesSe principles
as we have already Seen, are - (a)government
must be based on common discussion)and the
Prophet is directed by the Quran to consult the

Mussalmans in their affairs;............."s.

Again, the same guthority states, '

"So monarchy and a governing class came
into existence and continued for centuries; only
in the present generation are the Muslim countries
learning how to do without them; Now the Prophet's

Shar iat does not know of either institution,

6. K.A,Nigami, ed, Politics_and Society during the early

Medieval period, Collected works o
Prof. Mohammed Habib, @1).9% Delhi, 1974 ’
P



though later legists recognize them as facts,
The Shari‘at, which does not recognize monarchy,
has no law for the succesSsion to the throne;
the matter had to be regulated by custom and

convention or decided by wars of succession“7.

IﬂH.Siddiqﬁi writes in this context,

"The early Sultans of Delhi always paid
cldse attention to the composition and organisation
of the robility, as the entire functioning of the
state machinery and the defence of the Empire
depended upon the co-operation of the nobles.

For this reason the Sultans had to take different
factors into cons ideration with rega$d to the
recruitment of the nobles. They also promoted
nobles belonging to different social groups to
high positions with 2 view t0 maintaining a
balance of power among them. The 1odi Sultans
vhose anceS8tors had been accustomed to the

Indian political system under the Tughlegs, also
followed the traditions of their predecessoré

& in this rggard".e

7. Ivid. P.99
8. Irfan Habi kea, Wedieval India. A Miscellany, Vol.IV.
I.H.Siddigui.”“The_composition of the Nobility

under the lodi Sult Sultans‘)P.10
A ez~ S
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The precise character of the Tugkish nobility in

'India was neither feudal nor bureaucratic, However, it can
e

be meintained that those territorial assignments assigned ’

po——

to it which were called 'fiefs', were comparable to the

feudal ass ignments extended to the Buropean feudal lords
nd barons. Still, the nobility under the Delhi Sultans
lwas not feudal. Because, the nobility was deliberately

—_—
created by the Delhi Sultans and they did not spring up

— &
from any of their weakneSses like its Ruropean counterpart.

—
Also, the powers and privileges enjoyed by the nobility
during the Delki Sultunate were granted to it through the
statgjﬁtSeif, unlike the European feudal powers and privileges
wvhich were gathered against the interests of the state.
Thirdly, the feudal lords in Burope were empowered with

landed privileges, whereas the Turkish nobility was handed
over with official powers and privileges. However, there was
one 8trikang sirmiliarity between the two in way of the fact

that in times of need, both extended military assistance

to the kings because both had access to military powersg,

During the later period of medieval Indian history,
i.e. the Mughal period, the institution of the nobility as
it was, was also not either comparable to the Roman nobility

or the medieval Buropean nobility of the feudal times. The

9. S.B.P.Nigam, OEoCit. rp, 185—86
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Mughal nobility comprised state-~officers who were in the
service of the)WonarchS. At the same level they also consti-
tued the superior class in the political order. The Mughal
nobility, unlike it® European counterparé, was not a landed
gentry. Because, the jagirs or the revenue assignments of
the Mughal nobility were transferable from place to place
all over India, As a particular social class, the Mughal
nobility could be very easily labelled as an aristocratic
socio=political class. But rather a more truthful statement
would be that it was a governing class. It exercised an
interacting relationship with the Mughal kingship, because
[the nobility exercised sutonomous suthority within its own

e et et e

jurisdiction, and also exercised its own restrictions on

the authority of the kingship because it acted as a powerful
force of decentralization of the governing authoritf. The
nobility helped the Mughal kings with its administrative
cooperation and efficiency, while the emperors had also the
sat isfaction of having submitted the ﬁobility fo their own
submission and authority. The Mughal state activity was, as
can be stated here, in just maintaining the status-quo, by
maintaining law and order through civil and military adminis-
trations. In this, the nobility participated and thus

justified ite own situations
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The extent of the Mughal nobility's administrative
role extended upgto the Mansabdari organization, appertaining

to jagirdari and zamindari orders. The military obligation

extended upto extra military duties of finance,(diwan) end
police,(kotwal), Zamindari, though basically denoted
administration‘of agrarian relations, nevertheless implied
military functions. Thus the judiciary, because it was
specialized and independent, remained out of the nobility's
administrative capacities, By turning ?he Mughal nobility

into en all-India service obligation, its coherence,governing
character, and administrative capacity, was kept in tact

for a considerable period., However, the policy of maintaining
the status-quo followed by the Mughal emperors, which influenced
the nobility's role and character, proved to be detrimental

in the end. This situation intensif ied unscrupuloisgfff L/
among the nobility's ranks, limiting in many ways /any steadfast
loyalty towards the crown, thus brewing up a political crisis

for the Mughal empire.

The study of the imstutution of nobility from the
Socio-political angle also makes it imperative for us to study
the institution of feudalism from an exacting viewpoint. It
may be stated that the mode of production has been different
in the different ages. In ancient times the production was

carried on by the institution of slavery as it was when the
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8laves did the production-work. In the modern times the
mode of production has been capitalistic., During the med ieval
times, the mode of production wes based upon the institut ion

and productive-systvem which is known as feudalism,

Under feudalism, the economic pattern 8f life vas

“baSed in the vi&}_ages. The society was compartmentally
‘comprising the p;asants and the feudal lords. Iocal consumptibn
of the produce was very much in use and trading facilities were
zless. Feudaglism waes characterised by its chief feature which
was the exploitation of the peasantrym. In Burope, this
rexploitation of the peasantry was so acute that it took on

the form of serfdom. Likewise in India, the nobility,
especially the zamindars, partook of a huge amount of the
&peasant's produce, although, the situation of the Indian

peasants was not that of serfs,

-

The term 'feudal’, is derived from the work 'feudum’,
which originally indicated a vfie2' ', In other words, the
Situation signified lands held on condition of Services.
Under the feudal system, land had become the real source of
pover., The crippled peasantry contributed their part of the

produce to the lords as tax or rent, or it also had to work

for the lords free although their labours were always there,

10. Arjun Dev, ed, The story of Civiligation, Vol.I,
N ——— Delhi, 1978’ P.126,

11, Satish Chandra, Med ieval India, Vol.I, Delhi, 1978,P.2
—
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The Buropean feudal system was based upon &
hierarchicsl socio=-political order. At the top of the order
stood the Monarch. He distributed the fiefs to the Earls and
Dukes, who handed them over to the Barons. The knights were
the lowest class of the feudal lords. All this portrayed &
system of vassalage which was gradual and hierarchical.
During the tire of any emergency, such as a war, the king
used to demand military help from the vassals depended upon
him. Because all feudal lords were powerful within their
fiefs, by virtue of having possessed soldiers, also by the
levying of taxe® wathin their own fiefs, and also by actang
as judges and executing punishments and fines aggainst ‘whom
complaints were in any case levelled, In Burope, Soon enough,
the feudal system became hereditary. It assumed a strict and
rigid social outlook which were based on the crystallization

" of the class-differences,

The peasantry under the feudal system signified the
lowest but on the other hand, the largest .class, numericallye
L aamaammdd
The peasantry was too divided into various categories. The
first category of the peasants may be stated that of the

12. The free-holders received land from the lords

\free-holders
and managed them on their own. They did not wozk for the lords

but instead paid them taxes. The second category of peasantry

12, Arjun Dev, ed, op.cit. P.129
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was called the villeins13

« The villeins gave a part of their
produce to the lords. They also worked on the fields of the
lords for a definite period, although most of the time they
worked on the land which they had received from the lords.
The category of peasants which came at the bottom but was
T - 14
strongest of all in number was known a8 the serfs ', The Serfs
worked wholly on the lords' lands, They performed several
services for the lords, for example, repairing a house or a
road. These Services were forced labour, because the lords
would ask for theSe Services at any time without even paying
back the labourers, The serfs suffered from and were handicapped
from many restrictions and impositions. They were forever tied
to the land which belonged to the lords. They could not either
change their masters, which was possible only if the lands

changed hands. The serfs could not leave the land and whenever

apprehended in this act, they &ere severely punished.

The European feudal system was based upon the‘hmnorial
pattern' 2. The Menor was the domain of the lords which contained
farms, pasture grounds and common woods. The manor uséd to
support all those who used to work on it. All the activities
of economic character, for example, agriculture and artisinal

activities were done within the manor itself,

13. 1Ibid, P,129
14, Ibid, P,130
15. 1Ibid, P.131
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It can be maintained that the feudal system was
successful in creating security and orderliness in the
medieval society. The system was instrumental in decentra-
lizing power in-between the kings and the lords..But along
with the few werits it had, the feudal system also presented
itself with Several demerits. It created a strict class system
in the medieval social structure. The nobles were Oppressive.
The system gave incentive to gconomic stagnation, because all
the personal initiative regarding the d ifferent economic
activities of the peasantry and the artisans: was checked in

the:very start.

dowever, from the eleventh century, towns and trade
once again began to thrive in Eurdpe. The lords now desired
for luxury goods which the village-based self-sufficient
village economy was unable to provide to them. Due to the
Holy wars the west came into contact with the east and this
created a situation for the demands of eastern luxury articles,
Due to the enlargemert in cultivation and agricultural
improvement8, the peasantry started to exchange their agri-
cultural products with non-agricultural goods., These activities
promoted trade and crafts which in turn led to urbamnization,
All these factors contributed to the decline of the feudal
System. The subsequent increase in trade and coumerce and

the specialization of industries encouraged the merchants to
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organize themselves in guilds. In PFurope, a2ll this made
the merchant elements very important in the society, while

at the same time modelled the feudal pattern of economic lifs,

Feudalism in India developed in & faz different mammer
as was the case with Burope. The two characteristic features
of the Manorial system and serfdom which had impregnated the

16

Buropean system were lacking in Indian feudalism . It has been

remarked very aptly that evident tremendous differences

prevailed between the different feudal systems the wordd over17.

Feudalism has been analysed as being,

"Virtually identical with what we generally
mean by force and independently of its own
volition to fulfill certain economic demands of
an ovar-lord, whether theSe demands take the
form of services to be performed or of dues to

be paid in money or in kind"‘s.

The classic form of feudalism was possessed of
these chief characteristics, First, a low level of technique
with simple instruments of production which are also

inexpensive, while the act of production itself is predomi-

16, Satish Chandra, op.cit. P.2

17. Paul A.Baran, The Political economy of growth,Ilondon,1957,
P.137

18, Maurice Dobb, Studies in the_development of Capitalism,
ndon, 1963, P.25 /p2055




nantly individual in character, the division of labour is
at a primitive level of development. Secondly, the production
work is done for the immediate requirement of a household or
a village community, and is not done for a wider market.
Thirdly, demesne-farming is executed with. The farming of the
lords' estate is done on a larger scale by compulsory labour-
services, Fourthly, there exists political decentralisation.
Fifthly, there is conditional holdihg of lands by the lords on
some kind of service-tenure. And s8ixthly, the lords possess
judicial or quasi=-judicial functions to the dependent
pOpulat10n19
It can be maintained that Indian feudalism too

possessed several of these characteristice. The Kushana period

in India heralded the feudal age., But from the Gupta period,

anma——

particular feudal practices became apparent. By Harsha's time

)they became very solidzo. From then, Indian feudalism came to

rest on the low level of technique, as was the case with classic
feudalism, Moreover, the production work in India was also

done for the immediate use of the village community and not for
the market, However, the system of demeSne-farming was not in

exercise in India21

« In fact, the absence of the system of
demesne~farming gave to Indian feudalism an important outlook,
The battles in Indian feudalism were waged not between the

claimants of any plough and any sword, but between the claimants

19. 1Ibid, PP.36-37

20, R.S.Sharma, Aspects of political ideas and institutions in
ancient India, Deihdi, 1959, PP.236=3

2 D.D.Kosambi,An_introduction to-the study of Indian history,
Bombay, 1956, PPe326=21
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of two swords alone. The village community, especially the
peasantry remained to be 2ll the way passive in the conflict
over the booties of such battles, This situation speaks of
the static and stable situation of the Indian village c&mmunity.
The process of political decentralization had been started by
the system of land-grante which were specially provided to the
Brahmins.,” These land-grants helped in the decentralizat ion of
the sources ©f revenue along with the police and administrative
functional duties. This wes made easy by the class of
intermediaries who had emerged in the shape of the brahmin
feudatories, The contemporary central control of the Mauryan
times had in this way given place to decentraligzation of
povwer durihg the post-Mauryan and Gupta pericds. An interme~
diary class of a warrior typse came into prevalence. The term,
*Samantat, signified independent neighbours during the Mauryan
period but later on during thé sixth century A.D., it signified
conquered feudatorieszz. Onwards the Gupta period, the titles
of bhogike, bhogipatika, and so on, refer to the emergence of
S ———

a new official class who lived on the action of the collection
23

of revenue“”, Political decentral ization was carried on by
this official class, From the above mentioned reference, it
may be said that the fourth, fifth, and the sixth characte-
ristics as mentioned by the sScientist Maurice Dobb, were
present in the Indian feudal)system. Hovever, in spite of

22, RoSoSharma' Op.cit. P.212
23, 1bid, PP.207-12
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such B8imiliarities, the chief difference between Indian and ,
EBuropean feudal systems lay in the village community 8ystem.
The Indian village community system in its particular
Socio-economic Set-up, was relatively impressionable so far
as the Indian f8udal system was concerned, It had an equitable
combination of agriculture and handicrafts for its economic
pattern which in turn provided an equilibrium to the socisty,.
The social sete.up which was formed of caste-s8tructure an@
caste~- ideologies, checked the d;ffereny pieces from joining
and thus collidﬂng against each other., The Indian village-
community, as compared to the Buropean village-community,

ﬁas very .conservative and change-resisting24. But it is also
correctly stated that the European village community was more
brittle than its Indian counterpart2’, The Indian village-
commun ity was self-sufficient and thus was not dependent on
anybody else, and Stuck to its own spite of intergg% and
external forces. It was like a republiic having imbibped =all
things within itself. It changed as late as the ninteentfy
century when the onslaught of Britﬁsh machine -~ made goods,

began.

24, Paul. ¥.Sweezy, "A Critique" in "The transition from

feudalism to capitelism: A Symposium"
Patna' 195 9 P03

25. 1Ibid, P.35
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Accarding to Karl Marx,

"Those Small and extremely ancient Indian
communities, some of which have continued down
to this day, are based op posgession in common
of the land, on the blending of agriculture and
handicrafts, and on an unalterable division of
labour, which Serves whenever a new community
is started, as a plan and schems ready cut

dried“zs,

Again,

"The simplicity of the organisation for
production in these self-sufficing communities
that constantly reproduce themselves in the‘
same form, and when accidentally destroyed
Spring up again on the spot and with the same
name - this simplicity supplies the key to the
Secret of the unchangeableness in such sS¢riking
contrast with the constant dissolution and
refound ing of Asiatic states, and the never-
ceasing changes of dynasty. The structure of
the economical elemerts of society remains

untouched by the storm clouds of the political

Skz" 27 .

19

26, Karl Marx, Capital,Vol.I, London, 1971, PP.392-94
Ibid, PP.392-94



Indian feudalism, due to its differences from
classic feudalism, has also been deScribed as quasie

feudal ism or feudalisticzs.

"The basic requisites of a feudal

system were present in India. The king granted
- the revenue from varyiﬁg proportions of land
to his officers or selected holders, who were
the equivalent of vassals elsevhere. The
tendency from the seventh century onwards of
granting land in lieu of cash salaries inten-
sified the feudal process....

The feudatories couléd hire out their assigned
land to cultivators, from whom they collected
the revenue agreed upon, Part of the revenue
from the land they sent to the kiyg. Out of
the revenue retained by the vassal he was
expected to maintain the feudal levies which,
underlying his oath of loyalty to his king,

he was in duty bound to furnish for the king's

. 29
service®“’,

28, Romila Thapar, A history of India, Harmondsworth,
1981, P.241

29. 1Ibid, P.242
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Land-grants and subinfeudation during early medieval
India, "led to unequal distribution of land and power on a
large scale and created new social groupe and ranks which
did not quite fit in with the existing fourfold varna
system"3o. Speaking of the periocd A.D.500-1200, the same

aduthority\writes of the feudal s ituation, as consisting
of eight categories of feudal vassals of a typical feudal

court., The samrat or the king had 4 Mandelesvaras;
12 Mandalikas, 16 Mahasamantas, 32 Samantas, 160 laghusa-
mantas, and 400 Caturasikas, below them coming the

rajaputra831.

Thus both India and Burope underwent periods of
feudal ism extending up much the same peri&ds. Ind ian
feudalism possessed both common and uncommon features with
Buropean feudalism, The basic difference between the two
was the fact that Indian feudalism was based upon the village
commun ity system. Land in Indian village economy had belonged
to the village and not to the private individuals. But from
the fourteenth century onwards, new elements came forward
in the Indian social set-up, This brought forth the feudal
integument. In the economic sphere constant interference

by the state, in the village economic structure, for the

30, R.S.Sharma, Social changeS -in early med ieval India,
33iﬁ§7‘7§3§%‘?7€:

31. Ibid, P.7
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'extraction of more surplus loosened up the autonomous walls
of the village republic. Iater on, during Sher Shah and
Akbar, direct contracts for revenue collection were made

. with the cultivators. The payment of revenue in cash instead
of kind, made easy commodity circulation in villages.
Moreover, the Bhakti movement which grew from the rising
classes of artisans and traders, gave deeth-blows to the
rigid class &nd caste structure w;thin the village. The
peasant uprisings during the later period of the Mughal
'empire further corroded the remaining feudal strength,

All these factors ultimately worked for the inevitable
Jdﬁcl§ne 2§/feudalism in India,

$
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CHAPTER 11

' COMPOSITION AND OKGANISATION OF THE
MEDIEVAL INDIAN NOBILITY

The composition and organization of the medieval
Indian nobility may be studied under two heads, the nobility

a8 it was during the early med deval period or as it was under

the Delhi Sultans; and secondly the institution as it was under

the Mughals, or as it was during fhe,later med ieval period,

The Delhi Sultunate was standing on the firm co-operation

of its, noblllty. The nobles were referred as "ghl - i - Shamshir

;pr ahl - i - saif", or "the men of the sword“’. The nobles

ishared .the sovereign power, commanded the mllltary and

Lo
!-qontributed towgrds the establishment and consolidation of the

jbe%hi Sult?nate.,gffzgzggg, governEEE, ingffrs and other~
iexecutive officers were recruited from among the nobility. Even
:the post of the Sultan was w1thin reach of an ambitious and
capable noblez. |

The nobility was stationed below the Delhi Sultans,
Generally, nobles began their carrers as retainers or slaves
of the Sultan or any big noble, and gradually éttained high
oftlces and became 'AmirS'B. During the Sultunate period there
was no fixed law of SuccessSion and thus the Sultans were ever

gyégicious of powerful nobles, The nobility was the most

/1. J.L.Mehtal %v i
odia s vanced study in the hzstor% of Medieval Indla,
Bns N VOl.‘I. De 19 197 s Po 283

2. Ibid, P.286

3. P N.OJha Aspects of Med ieval Indian Society and Culture,
" Delhi, 1978, P.122
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powerful supporting factor of the Sultunate. They exercised

a powerful influence over state-affairs during the reigmns of
weak Sultans., Sultan Balban made attempts to curtail the

power of the nobles4. The nobility under the Sultunate was
composed of Turkg, Arabs, Afghans, Persians, Egyptians and
Hindustanis, The nobility during this period was not a
hereditary, homogeneous, and well-organised body as wes the
medieval Buropean Nobility. It has been described as a gross
caricature of debased feudaliSé, which finally ceused the
Delhi Sultunat;~;;;_;;;;;;115. The Delhi Sultans always had to

promote different social groups in the_nobility so as to

madintain & balance of power among theme.

During the early period of the Delhi Sultunate, the
nobility was not consisting of slaves or employees of the /V

Sultan, but his co-heirs, As was the case with Shihabuddin, ?
the nobles were his slaves, and had helped him in building up
the empire by a unified enterprise while serving on various
posts. Also, the Sultan of Delhi, who was one among the
nobles, could attain the royal throne through the consent of
the nobility. "The imperial office was elective, at least

in form, In practice the leading chiefs, through force and

4, 1Ibid, P.122
5 1bid, P.123

6. Iqtidar Husain Siddiqui, "The composition of the nobility
under the Lodi Sultans", Irfan Habib, ed,
Medieval India. A Miscellany, Vol,IV, Bombay,
1977, P.10




25
intrigue, combined to instal or to dethrone the Monarch,
Very often their attempt was to put the crown into commission
to have a dummy king and to do-everything in his name"7.
However, the absence of the principle and practice of
hereditary succession within the confines of the nobility
during this period was upro a great ex?ent responsible for
the checkmating of its fissiperous tendencies,

The highest title among the Sultunate nobility was

that of the Khan88

o The Maliks followed them. Sipah-salar,
and Sar~khel were military ranks."The official status of a
noble was determined in relation to what were called the
Shughl, the khitab, and the Aqta or their sinecures, their
titles of honour, and the assignments of revenus reSpectively“g.
The nobles were given the Shughl or the offices at court, ‘
Besides this, the nobles were given offices at the royal
household, the karkhanas, a few ministries, secretarial
offices, governorships of certain districts, and civil and
military offices alongwith titles of honour. Some of these
titles were, Khvaja-dahan, Nizameul-mulk, Ulugh Khan, and
So on. Another significant title was known as Maratib. This
—
s ignified privileges given to the quality of their dress,
swords and daggers presented to them by the Sultan, and the
specific number of horses and elephants they were supposed

to possess1q.

T.' Moharmad Habib, Politics and society duriné the early
medieval period, Vol.1, New Delhi, 1t s Pe105
8. K.M.Ashraf, Life and conditions of the people of Hindustan,
Delhi, 1970, P.84

9. Ibid' P.8§
10, Ibid, P.86
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As regards the determination of the character of the
nobility under the Delhi Sultans, it has been stated that
the territorial assignments provided to the nobles were
similar to fiefs in Buropean feudalism". On the other hand,
the feudal character of the Delhi Sultunate has been critically
examined by W,H,Moreland and Prof. Abdur Rashid. According
to them, the Sultunate nobility was heterogeneous in chgracter.
The Ilbaris dominated the racial character of the nobility
during the thirteenth century. However, soon after under the
Khaljis and the Tughlags, the nobility assumed a hereditary

B SREY

character12. This was due to royal patronage and not due to
w

a matter of right, The nobility existed due to the strength

of the crovne

The 'iqta' and the ‘muqti' have been described as

Tmamentman i~

fiefs of Buropean feudalism. The igta during the Delhi
Sultunate meant assignments of re;;;;e conditional on military
Services., The iqtas were of vax:ying sizes and were given also
to the nobles for purposes other than military and administra~
tive. "Thus iqtas were granted for the maintenance of religious
houses, tombs of saints and Sultans, mosques and also to

persons for their livelihood who were devoted to religious or

literary pursuite“13. All the iqtadars were, however, not

11 S.B.P.Nigam, Nobility under the Sultans_of Delhi,
Delhi. 19680 P093

12, Ibid, P.97_
13. Ibid, PP,9697
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muqgtis as the Muqtis were those who held the administrative
charges of the territories. They had none territorial
position of their own and could not claim any particular
region. Their services remained so alongwith the discretion

of the Sultan,

Thus it can be maintained that the ambitious

military officers commanded Several men 80 as to carve out

’@ncipalit ies for themselves. They gave lands to their

junior officers for governing them, which however remained
not 8o perfect from the administrative point of viewM. The
actual cultivators resembled their counterpart in Ruropean

feudalism,

Being of a heterogenous body, the nobility under
the Delhi Sultans was in the beginning Tu{fkigk. The Afghans
came at a later date. Some Mongols who had taken to Islam
were also incorporated into the nobility. They were called
Nau - Musl:.ms15. But the/ﬁ_:?ég_ were in majority. "If the
personrel of the Turkish government in India is analysed as
a whole, it will be found that Ministers, high officers,
provincial governors, members of the judiciary and commanders

9“16

of the forces, were mostly Turk e Due to their political

domination, the Turkish nobility enjoyed 2all the revenues of

14. 1Ibid, PP.100-101
1:).0 K.M. AShraf, Op.cit, Pogs

16. K.A.Nizami Relg%’ ion and Politics in India duriné the
" Thireenth century, Delni, 1914, P.105
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Hindustan, It was only later on under the Khaljis that the
Delhi Sultunate underwent a major change and became what can be

described as a Indo-Muslim statel7.

At the"court the Sultan was always surrounded by his
Ministers who were able and experienced. He seped their advice

and counsel and kept in touch with public Opinio;?ﬁ. He bowed

before stronger elements of the nobility although' there were
no representative institutions. The Ministers were in fact
servants of the crown and responsible to it‘g. Their position

was well-defined by law and sanctified by customs,

Now we give a 1list of important nobles during the

period of Delhi Sultunatezo, - PEE

~.
)

Name Rank v
1. Khan-i-Jahan 12,000 Sawers N
2. Husain Khen 12,000 Sawars
3., Tatar Khan 15,000 Sawars
4, Isa Khan Kampil, Bhogaon
5. Qutb Khan Rapri, Chandwar
6. Iariya Khan Sambhal
7. Barbak Shah Jaunpur
8. Agzam Humayun Kalpi

17. Ibid, P.106

18, l1.H.Qureshi, The administration of the Sultunate of Delhi
ﬁelhig 1971' P. 18
19. Ibid, P.78

20, Iqtidar Husain Siddiqui, Op.cit. PP.46-66
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9.
0.
11.

12,

13.
14.
15.
16.
17,
18.
19,
20.
21,
22,
23,
24.
25.
26.
27,
28.
29,
30.
31.
32,
33,
34,
35.
36.
37,
38.
39.

40.

41,
42,

Name
Alam Khan
Nizam Khan
Jamal Khan
Mubarak Khan
Ibrzhir Khan
Sher Khan
Umnar Khan
Ahmad Khan
Himat Khan
Firoz
Miam G&Qai
Mian Mazruf
Husain Farmali
Patar Khan
Khwaja Said
Ahmad Khan
Ali Khan
Mubaniz Khan
Igbal Khan
Mubarak Khan
Rai Pratap
Rai Karan
Rai Tilok Chand
Rgi Duru
Shakti Singh
Daulat Khan
Mubarak Khan
Ahmad Khan
Husain Khan
Khusraen Khan
Bhikken Khan
Ali/Khan
Mahmud Khan
Jamal Khan

29

Rank
Chandwar
Delhi

Hisar Firugza
Jaunpur, Kara
Etawah

Kara
Shahabad
Bayana
Ingdhiana
Pail

Qunau j
Qunau j

Saran
Mahrera
Hariyaﬁa
Mewat

Koil

Baran

Bari

Saket
Bhogaon, Kampil
Shamsabad
Baksar
Etawah
Etawsh

" ¥asnadei-ali

"

"

Khane i=dahan
Azam Humayun
Mas nade jewali

"

"

Khan-i=Azam
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44.
45.
46 .
47.
48,
49.
50.
51.
52,
53,
54.
554
56.
57+
58,
59
60.
61.
62.
63,
64.
65.
66.
674
68,
69.
70.
1,
72.
73.
74.
15.

Name

Taj Khan

Umar Khan
Ibrahim Khan
Said Khan
Alaguddin

Mubarak Khan
Ibrahim Khan
Dariya Khan

Nas ir Khan

Sher Khan

Ismail Khan
Khan~i-Khanan Muhani
Nathu

Malik Iugman
Malik Bustan
Isa Khan

Daulat Khan
Muhammad Farmali
Tater Khan
Khwaja Said
Todar Mal

Shaikh Gadai
Mian Maruf

Mian Taha
Khap-khanan

Imad

Mian Sulaiman f
Husain Khan

Sha ikh Muhammad
Shaikh Jamal
¥ian Zain-al-Din
Mian Zabaral-Din
Tajudd in Khan

30
Rank

Masnadei~-all
Khanp-i-Azam
Maspnad-i-ali
Khan-i-Azam
Masnad-i-ali

"
"
"
n’
"

"

Khan-i-khanan
Malik

0

Mesnad-i-ali
Naib
Mesnade-i-ali
Khan
Masnad- i-ali

”
"
"

"

Khan-i~khanan

“n

"
Masnglei-ali

"

"

"

n

1]



76.
7.
8.
79.
80.
81,
82,
83.
84.
85.
86,
87.
88,
89,

90,

21.
92,
93.
94.
95.
96 .
97.
98.
99.
100.
101.
102,
103.
104,
105,
106.
107.
108,

Name

Unmar Khan

Japal Khan

Mian Juman
Shaikh Daud
Shaikh Habid
Jalal

Shaikh Ghuran
Muhammad Khan
Khwaja Bain
Muiz~aledin Khan
Safdar Khan
Haji Sarang Khan
Husain Khan
Firuz Aghwan
Ismail
Aadrudd in Khan
Masnad=-i~ali Bhua
Rai Ganesh
Bahid

Salbahan

Parem Deo

Malik Roop Chand
Hasan Khan

Ilyas Khan

Abul Fath

Ali Khan

Mian Mustafa
Samru

Bikramjit
Muhammad
Muhammad Khan
Qazi Siya

Mian Malih -

31

Ranit
Masnad- i=ali

"
1]
n
n
L
”
”
n

Malik

”n
Sarang Khan
"

n

Malik

Malik -
Mesnad-i-ali
Rai

n
L]

"

Malik
Masnad-i~ali
Khan

Malik
Khan-i~khanan
Oudh

Oudh
Shamsabad
Koil

Jehtra

Awadh

Arwal
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Name Rank
109. Husain Khan Rapri
110, Walik Usman Malik.
111, Malik Adam Malik, lLucknow
112, Umar Jetroli
113, Mian Zaitun Agra, Dholpur
114, Ahmad Khan Durweshpur
115, Jalal Khan Lodi Kalpi
116, Khizr Khan Itawah
117, Ahmad Khan Iy cknow

wThe origin of the Mughal nobility as an institution
may be traced back to the organization of the nobility as it
was accomplished by the renowned conqueror and administrator

ot Central Asia, Chingis Khan?!, Previous to him it were the

| %Eifferent tribes which had control over individual members or

./the nobles, But alongwith the rise to power of Chingiz Khan
and with the sanction of divinity attached to his personality._
the power of the tribes was also physicall& transferred to him,.
The.ziiizgg or the Decrees of Chingiz Khan were binding on
everybody. The decrees were the highest decrees in the land,
For the first time thus, the person and property of the nobles
belonged to the King, whose control over the nobles was

supreme. At this initial stage only Mongol elements were

121. U.N.Day, The Mughal Government, Delhi, 1970, P.181

s
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. recruited within the nobility. But along with the rise of

Amir Timur, other elements such as the Turks were also included
into the nobility's force. By the time Babur became the ruler
of Kabul, the nobility had come to be formed of elements such
28 Turanis, Mirgzas, Mongols, Uzbeks, Iranis and the Afghans,
Babur also exercised absolute control over the nobility. Vhen
he came to India he brought with himself the institution of
nobility as it had developed under the Chagtais., It was his
grard-son, Akbar who created a(pdﬁsggggﬁgzpobility from multi=-

racial and religiously hetrogenous elements, which came to be

recognized as the Mughal nobility of Hindustan.

Thus, the Mughal nobility was created by the emperor,
in theory.\ He was the sole authority who had the power to
confer, increase, decrease or resume the Mansab of the nobles,
The nobility was composed of the Khanazads, zamindars and
nobles cowing from Qﬁfﬁf_ﬁﬁéﬁﬁg? The most important factor of

consideration for appointment as nobles was the heredity

gfacto e The Khangazads who were the son8 of desScendants of the
“-:;'r CT s -
- already existing mansabdars, had the most significant and

22
advantageous position~ . Nobles were also recruited from such
classes who did not belong to the category of the nobles,

There were many such classes, Many held distinction and powér

22. Athar Ali, The Mughal nobility under Aurangzebz
Bombay, 1966, P, 11
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in the land.  This group belonged of the zamindars and the
chiefs, within the empire. Their already existing ancestral
properties were treated as watan - jagirs. But as they were
recruited in the Mughal nobility, ordinary jagirs were
assigned to them23. Apart from these, there were nobles coming
from other states. They were recruited within the Mughal
nobility on account of their experience, status, and influenceZ‘
For example, Husain Pasha, the ottomon Governor of Basra.was
such a Mughal noble, Pefsian, Chagtai, Uzbek and Deccani
elements came within this force. Sowe nobles within the Mughal
nobility could not claim hiigh birth. These were such pobles
who were Strictly administrators, such as accountants. The
Khatris, Kayasthas, etc. were such nobles., Some of them Such
as Raja fodar Mal under Akbar and Raja Raghunath under
Aurangzeb, rose to high positions of Diwen, etc. These were
the other Hindu nobles, other than the Rajputs and the Marathas,
During 1258—1707 there were twenty such "other Hindu" ndbles,
Iast of all, scholars, men of letters and religious divines
Were also made nobles or mansabdars. For example, Abul. Fazl
during Akbar and Saadullgh Khen and Danishmand Khan during
Shahjahan, Fazil Khan, Munshi ngil Ehan, Inaystullah Khan

Eashmiri, were such very nobles.

-

23, 1bid, P.13
" 24, Ibid
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Composition of the Mughal Nobility

The first phase of the transmutational development
of the Mughal nobility can be marked out as cqnsispipg of
the reigns of Babur, Humayun and Akbar. Thg[éobilityéﬂ \

ure was novw formed of certain well-defined and

recognizable racial and ethnic groups. These were the Turanis
(Central Asians), Iranis(Persians), Afghans, Shaikhzadas
(Indian Muslims) and the Rajputs. As the Mughal empire advanced
) Qanto the Deccan, the Deccan elements such as Bijapuris,
Haidrabadis, and the Marathas, entered the Mughal nobility.

But this was later on, under Shahjahan and Aurangzeb,

The Mughai nobility, therefore, was diversified in
Character. Rather, the situation was that of diversity in

unity,

4

The foreign nobles comprised of two chief classes -
the Turanis and the Iranis. The Turanis were persons coming
.from Central Asia, They came from the north of the Oxus, while
the Iranis came from the south of the Oxnszs. The Turanis
vere sunnis, and ‘they were well treated by the Mughal emperors,
Their numbers were high and this gave them an advantage over
other npbles. Coupled with their civil and military abilities,

they became an influential ‘class within the Mughal empiree.

25. R.P.Khosla, Mughal Kingship and Nobility, Allahabad, 1934,
P.227
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However, from Jahangir's time, the decline in the numbers and
position of the Turani nobles was eviden?. The Iranis who were
also called Khursgsanis and Iraqis, were Persian Speaking
people. They were fewer in numbef than the Turanis and were

Shias 26

. Humayun elevated many Iranis to high positions, They
were in too much love and longing for their own country and
s0 they did not merge with other classes of Hindustan27. The

weré
Iranis were regarded as very cultured and they|Specially

favoured under both Jahangir and Shahjahanae. The Iranis
maintained their positioﬁ throughout the Mughal rule because
of their influx from the Deccani states to the fore of the

Mughal nobility.

Another racial group of nobles was that of the Afghans,

They came from the region between the Indus on the east and
Kabul and Kandhar on the wegtzg.‘Their number was even more

than the Mughals themSelves, Some of them were on hjgg positions
but most of them were too_rough for civil servicesBO. Akbar and
Shahjehan mistrusted them, Even Aurangzeb in his early years
mistrusted them and did not allow them high positions. There
were three Afghans of the rank of 5000 and above, in 1;58-79

and there vwere ten in the same category during 1679-170731.

26. Ibid, P.228

27. * Ibid

28. * Athar Ali, op-cit., P.19
29. ° R.P. Khosla; op.cif., P.228
30, Jpid, P.228

31. Athar Ali; ope.cite., P.21
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The Afghans were essentially tribal and remained tribal
leaders appointing their own men even when in Mughal service,
They spread disturbances and their power increased after the

death of Aurangzeb,

’The Shaikhzadas or the Indian Muslims born in India
belonged to certain important clans, such as the Saiyads of
Barha and the Kambus. They were the descendants of foreign

immigrators in the second or the third genération32

. Tﬁey
regarded themselves as Indians =nd lived thp Indian way of
life. They did not cherish any foreign sympathies. These
Indian Muslims who had leading positions in the Mughal empire
from Akbar's time, were in decline during Aurangzeb. This was
because of the entry of foreign Muslim elements in the Mughal
nobility. Aurangzeb distrusted them because the Saiyads of

Barha had supported Dara Shikoh in the war of succession,

-Iater on, such elements as the Deccanis and the Kashmiris

Joined the Indian Muslims to the fore of the Mughal nobility33.

This was under Aurangzeb.

Yot another group of the Mughal nobles consisted of
the Taimurides or the Mirzas who had come to India with

Humayun. They also remained dominant under Akbar. They wanted

32. R.P. Khosla; op.cit., PP.228-229
33. Athar Ali; OpoCitog P.21=22



38

to be co=-sharers in the Mughal central authority. Thus they
wanted 10 equal the emperor in the task of sovereignty34.
Their lineage was important. Even as minors they sometimes
got mansabs, Muhammad Husain Mirgza, Ibrahim Mirgza, Husain
Mirza, and Akil Mirza were enrolled as Akbar's nobles though
they were still minors. They craved for & feudal system in
which they could receive the highest grades, and for th;s
reason they were always rebelling agaipSt the authority. They
did not favour a centralised authority. They aimed that ‘the
active rule of the Mughel emperor should be remained confined
to Delhi and its neighbourhood, while the rest of the country
should be.put under the control of local chiefs with absolute
power within their own jagirs, with nothing to do with the

35

central aurhority”’”,

There were the Deceanis‘too as a group of nobles,
The term *Deccani' denoted a person coming from the south,
The Mughals termed as Deccanis all those nobles who had
belonged to the Deccan kingdom and had taken up services with
them36. There were foreigners a8 well as Hindustanis, those
born and bred in India, among the Deccanis. These were
specialiy nobles belonging to the kingdoms of Bijapur and

Golcunda. There were the Turanis, Iranis, Afghans, and

34. R.P, Khosla; op.cit., P.230
35, Ibid, PP.230~231 _
36, Athar Ali; op.cite, Pe26
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Marathas are listed separately. Under Aurangzeb, Specially
during his early years, the Deccanis did not form a large
proportion of the Mughal nobility. They were also regarded as
a subordinate class of the nobles. The jagirs in the Deccan,

————

largely alloted to the Deccanis, were made on the lowest month-

EEEEE?’ Under Shahjahan hirmself, the practice of deducting a
fourth part of the Deccani's pay claim, had already attained
the position of an established rule. This was followed on by
Aurangzeb during his early period. All the Deccanis had to

live by this deduction. However, the situation changed after
1681. During this period of the annexation of the Deccan, large
numbers of Deccani nobles were enlisted in the Mughal nobility,
The Bijapuris, Haiderabadis, and the Marathas either surrendered
their strongholds or joined the Mughal service when Bijapur
and Golcunda were finally conquered by the Mughals, The policy
of bribing them, esSpecially the Marathas, was also in force

for sometime,

A very significant racial and ethnic group in the
Mughal nobility was that of the Rajputs. The Rajputana became
a strong focul point in the conquest policy of the Mughals
from Akbar's time onwards., Thus from this period we witness

lthe intrusion of \the defeated Rajputs in the Mughal nobility. )

The policy of conciliation was also taken up by Akbar. Those

Rajputs who accepted the Mughal Sovereignty without the use
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of force were homourably treated and given Mughal imperial
service. The situation remained more or same during Jahangir,
Under Shahjahan, because by this time nearly the entire
Rajputana wag8 under the Mughal control; the situation for the
Rajputs changed somewhat, and their numbers within the Mughal
nobility did not rise much., Under Aurangzeb the situation of
the Rajputs declinede.

Another significant Hindu ethnic group within the
Mughal nobility was that of the Marathas., The Marathas entered
the fore of the Mughal nobility during its later phase. This
was under Shahjahan, or more specifically under Aurangzeb. -
This vas when the empire expanded towards the Dsccan. The
establ ishment of an independent state of the Marathas by
Shivaji, necessitated the need for the services of the Marathas

as felt by the Mughsals, in the wars in the Deccan. However,
37

the policy of winning over the Marathas ended in failure
Some Maratha Chiefs were won over by the Mughals. But others
took to building strongholds, and ravaging and harming the

~—

Mughal territories, This was because the Marathas did not

possess the clan-system wherein the Chiefs' submission meant
the submission of the entire clan. They Specialiged in plunder
’

and loot, and were satisfied with these. Thus under Aurangzeb,

the Maratha nobility remained to be very unstable.

37 Athar Ali, op.cit., P.30
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The following is a chart of the Hindu Mansabdars

38

or nobles during the Mughal period” .

Akbar Shehjahan Aurangzebdb

1595 162858 1658=1707
5000 and above 1 12 32
3000 to 4500 1 . 22 54
1000 to 2700 6 64 197
500 to 900 14 - -

2 —%® - =

The following is a list of the Hindu Mansabdars or

nobles during the reign of Akba.r39.

7000
1. Mans ingh of Jaipur
5000
2e Bhagwan Das of Jaipur
Se Bhar Mall of Jaipur
4000
44 Todar Mall, Finance Minister .
Se i Rai Singh of Bikaner ;
6o Jagan Nath, son of Bhar Mall of Jaipur

38, Ibid, P.31

39. Sri Ram Sharma, The Religious policy of the Mughal
emperors, Bombay, 1972, PP.78-T79
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8.
9
10,
11,
12,
13.

14.

15,

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21,
22,
23.
24,

25.
26,
27.
28.
29,

2000

Birbar

Ram Chandrs Baghela
Kalyan Mall

Sur jan

Bhao Singh

Ram Das Kachhwaha
Maha Singh

1500
Durga Sassodia

1200
Rai Shal

1000

Rupsi
Udai Singh
Jagmal
Asgkarn
Ealyan Das

900

Pratap Singh
Jagar Singh
Raj Singh
Bho}j

700

Bihari

Rao Pitri Das
Medni Pat Chauhan
Babu ‘
Salahadi

42



500

30 Parmanand

31, Jagmall

32, Bhim

33 Arjun Singh

34. Sahal Singh

35. Ram Chandra Bundela

36. Ram Chandra

37. Dalpat
400

38, Shakti Singh

39, Manohar

40, Ram Chandra Kachhwaha

41, Balzka Kachhwaha
300

42, Bal Chandra Rathor

43, Keshaxr Das

44, Tulti Das Yadar

45, Krishna Dsas

46, Man Singh Kachhwaha

47, A Raja of Orissa
250

48. Jagar Singh

49 . Mathra Das Khatri

50. Sanwal Das Yadav

51. Mathra Das
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The following is a 1ist of the Hindu Mansabdars or

nobles during the reign of Shahjahan4o.

. 5000
1o Raja Jaswant Singh of Jodhpur
20 Raja Jagat Singh of Udaipur
3 Raja Jai Singh of Jaipur
4. Raja Bithal Das Gaur
- 4000
De Raja Rai Singh
_ 3000
6. Raja Pahar Singh Bundela
Ts Rao Satarsal Hada
8. Madho Singh Hada
9. Udaji Ram
10. Parsoji Bhonsla
1. Jadu Rai
124 Mankoji Nimbalkar
\13. Rawat Rai
14. Dattarji
2500
15. Raja Devi Singh Bundela
- 2000
16. Raja Rajpup
17, Rao Karn Bhurtiya
18. Raja Jairamdas Borgo jar
19. Prithvi Raj Rathor
20. Rup Singh Rathor

40, S.R.Sharra, op.cit., PP.108~109



21,
22.

23.
24.

25,
26.
27,
28.
29,

31
32
33

Ram Singh Rathor
Patoji
Arirai
Babaji

1500

Rawal Punja

Ratan Rathor

Rao Rup Singh Chandrawat
Chand Ratan Bundela
Sujan Singh Sissodia
Rai Todar Mall (Diwan)
Anrodh

Shivram

Raiba Dakhanni

1000

Rawal Samarsi

Raja Gursen

Raja Prithi Chand
Raja Badan Singh Bhadorya
Kanwar Ram Singh
Gopal Singh Kachhwaha
Pratap

Girdhar Das Gaur

Rai Singh

Ar jun

Rai Singh Jhala

Raja Amar Singh
Bhojrai Dakhanni

Rai Kashi Das

Rai Dayanat Rai

Rai Bhar Mal

Mahesh Das Rathor

Raja Tralok Chand Kachhwaha

45



nobles during the reign of Aurangzeb41.

2,
3e

2,
Se
4.
Se

6o
T

e

10.

10.

1,

12,
13.

46

The following is a list of the Hindu Mansabdars or

7000

Raja Jaswant Singh of Jodhpur
Sambhaji
Sahu

6000

Maharana Raj Singh of Udaipur
Rai Bhan

Rso Kanhoji

Achpat Nayar

Satvad Dafelya
Santaji Jadun

Kaj Nayak

Bijja Naik Nimbalkar
Man (Madan Singh)
Makoja Mane

5000

Raja Ram Oingh
Maharapa Jai Singh,
Maharana Amar Singh 11
Raja Bhim Singh

Raja Rai Singh Sassodia
Ram Nayak

Negoji Mane

Mal&ji

Akhaji

Parsoji Bhorsle

Blaji Nimbalkar
Santaji

Ranoji

41.

Ibid, PP,160-167
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15;
16.
17,
18,
193¢
20,
21.
224
23,
24,

250'

t P
20"
36
4 -

4

6,
T.
8.
9..
10.
11,

Te-
2e
3e
4.

6e
Te

Baharaji
Shankarji Malhar
Jankoji

Champat Bundela
Bhaku Banjara
Sume Shankar

Rao Jaswant Singh
Jagna Naik

Pidya (Piry) Naik
Sobhanji

Pratap Rao

Bamne Rao

4000

Rao Chattar Sal Bundela
Raja Indaraman

Raja Bishan Singh

Rao Bhao Singh Mada
Damoji

Jaswant Rao

Rambhaji

Mahadji Naik Nimbalkar
Rai Singh Rathor
Dattaji Jadav

Banji Dafale

3500

Raja Rajrup

Rao Karan

Raja Anup Singh

Raja Anurodh Hada

Raja Sujan Singh

Raja Udai Singh Bundela
Jakia (Jakoji)

a7



3000
1. Raja Man Singh
2. Rao Dalpat Bundela
3 Raja Raghunath
4, Vikram Dev Sassodia
S Raja Kirat Singh
6. Girdhari Das Gaur
T Raje Dalip Singh
8. Himmat Rao Koli
9 Durge Dss Rathor
10. Raja Sarup Singh
1. Rana Raghunath Chandrawat
12. Raja Ram Singh Hara
13. Man Singh Rathor
14. Indar Singh Rathor
15. Vasudev Singh
16, Udaji Rem
17. Jakoji
18, parsoji Bhonsle
19. Sundar ji
20. Baji Rao
21, Badarji
22, Dholuji
23, Anand Rao
24. Patang Rao
25. Dhanoji
26. Takoji
27, Sambheji
28. Netoji
29. Doshaji
30. Sujan Singh Sassodia
3. Bhan Purohit
32, Kishnaji
33, divaji
34, Anteji



12,
13.
14.
12,
16,
17.
18.
19.
20,

21,
22,.

23,
24.

25,

26.
27.
28,

1.
2.
3
4.
5e

6.
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2500

Rao Shukh Karan

Raja Devi Singh Bundela
Raja Bhagwant Singh
Rawat Amar Singh  Chandrawat
Kishan Singh Kachhwaha
Raja Ram Singh Hada
Rao Budh Singh

Sabal Singh Sassodia
Mayyaji

Sambhoji

Mahadji

Raghoji

Bankoji

Kanljoji

Baitoji

Rustom Rao

Babaji Bhonsle
Trinbakji Bhonsle
Mankoji

Bholerao

Naroji Raghao

Rustom Rao

Khandoji Ghorpare

Bartoji

Rao-Kanjo
Dadaji

" Sadhuji
WMahadji

+ 2000

Raja Jdai Singh Il
Rai Todar Mal
Raja Vikram Singh
Medni Singh

Ani Rai’

Raja Indar Singh



Te
8.
9.
10,

11. -

12,

13. -
140
150 o

16.
17.
18.
19.
20,
21,
22,
25.
24,
25.
26.
27,
28,
29.
30.
31,
32,

33. -

34.

1e
2,

3 -

4.

6.
7.

. Raja Pritam Singh
. Raja Jagat Singh Hada

Ram Chand Bundela
Bahadur Sirgh

Ram Singh Rathor
Puran Mal Bundela
Nimaji Shinde
Arjoji

Mankoji

- Aooji
, Dina ji

Shiv Singh
Lachhman Patel
Mahuran

Bhupat Singh
Madho Narain
Vyas Rao

Tama ji

Bhojraj

Jaoji

Baithuji

Isuji

Rao Devaji
Neveji Denami
Baliya

Thuiaji
Dhankoji
Bagoji

1500

Amar Sihgh Sassodia
Raja Man Singh

Amar Singh Kachhwaha
Bir Singh

Raja Ajit Singh
Chaturbhuj Chauhan
Raghunath Singh Rathor

50



8.

9,

10,
M.
12,
13,
14.
15,
16,
17.
18,
19,
20.
21.
22.
23,
24,
25.
26.
27.
28,
29.
30.
31.
32
33,
34,

1.
2.
3
4.

6.
7.
8.

Udai Singh Mertia
Mancha® Das Sassodia
Rai Mukand

Indar Man Bundela
Gopal Singh Kachhwaha
Jagat Singh
Kesari Singh
Mitra Sen Bundela
Raja Mokham Singh
Kishan Singh Tomar
Udai Bhan Rathor
Jagram Kachhwaha
Durga Singh

Pahar Singh

Bijai Singh
Harjas Gaur
Dakoji

Krishnaji

Rama ji

Sambha ji

Jadaunji

Akoji

Anchi Achal Rao
Shivaji Nelkar
Banbir Rao

Hanbir Rao

Kang Naik

1000
Guman Singh

Raja Maha Singh Bhadorya

Raja Sher Singh
Raja Kalyan Singh
Raja Udai Singh
Rawat Jaswant Singh
Sultan Singh

Kapur Singh Mada

51



9.

10.
11,
12,
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20,
21,
22,
23,
24,
25,
26,
27.
28,
29.
30,
31
32,
33.
34.
35.
36
37.
38.
39.
40,
41.
42,
43.
44,

Gopal Singh Chandrawat
Virbhap

Purahotam Singh
Padam Singh

Chet Singh
Bhagwant Das
Surajmal Gaur

Arjun Gaur

Dal Singh Sassodia
Raja Ram Das Kachhwaha
Badan Singh Bhadorya
Bahadur Singh

Suraj Mal
Raghunath Ghorpara
Ehandoji

Rao Man

Mahoji

Prabladji

Amba ji

Chatroji

Ratan Rao

Nars ingh Rao

Raja Bhagwant Singh
lang Nayak

Sujan Rao

Dayant Rai

Sahar Sal Rathor
Manaji

Gharkuji

Maluji

Baluji

Ambaji

Naboji

Rao Joghat

Birumji

Man Singh

52
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45, Jagdev Rao
46. Jagdar
47, Raghoji
- 48, Netaji
49. Bagaji
50, Baherji
51. Sambhaji
52. Sidhuji
55« Ram Rao

Organization of the Mughal Nobility

The Mughal nobility was organized on the Jagirdari

and the Mansagbdari scales,

The Jagirdari system was an administrative system
through wvhich the land revenue was gssigned in ljeu of a
salary which was called the jagir42. The jagirdary system
did not affect the hereditary rights of the intermediaries
who Wére collectively known as the zamindars, The income of
the jagir was theoretically equal to that of the salary of
the mansabdar. The assessment and determination of this
income was done by the s8tate. The Mansabdar made his own
arrangement for the revenue-collection. The higher wansabdars
kept their own staff consisting of the amils, § phashtes )

writers etc. The smaller mansabdars used to farm out the

revenue 0f their jagirs known as the ijara system. When a

P\

42. /(U.N. Day, op.cit, PP.186-187/, Lor
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jagir was transferred or éo long as it remained unassigned,
it was kept as pPaibaqi and remained in the charge of the
Central Diwan, quite same as was the case with the Khalsa
lands. A jagirdar was often granted a conditional (MaShrut)
sawvar rank when he was entrusted with some task and he

needed an additional force for its discharge,

Akbar had began the procesSs of enrolling the
hereditary chiefs in the state service by granting them
mansabs, Thus he also_came to know the income of the hereditary
estates of the nobles, This hereditary right was termed as
their 'watan'. Thus the total jagir-assignment included the
nobles' watan jagirs and their additional revenue assignments
granted by the state43. By thus bringing the hereditary
territories of the chiefs in the category of jagirs, the
state put them under the Ssame rules and regulations which

governed the imperial jagir lands.

The term 'Mansab' meant office, position or rank,
It indicated the position of its holder in the official
Mughal hierarchy. A mansab was in itself not an office.
Apart from determining the position of its holder, it figed
his salery and put him under an obligation to maintsain a
certain number of troopers with horses and other military

44

equipments ' ', The Mughal mansabdars owed a direct subordination

43, ibid, P.188
44 . Athar Ali, op.cit., P.38
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to the emperor. The Mughal mansabdari system was a dual
gystem, in fact. One was known as the\Z§§/Lpersonal) rank

and the other was known as the Sugg;,(cavalry) rank,

Now the main features of the Mansabdari system
will be discussed here. We will discuss the Zat and the

Suwar ranks here,
Zat rank

The ehiéf frame-work of the Zat rank developed
during the latter part of Akbar's reign. The Zat rank has
beenlclass;fied into three classes45. The monthly or the
Zat rank salary of the mansabdar varied according to his
Suwar rank. The first category of mansabdars belonged to that
class of officers who held equal Zat and Suwar ranks. The
Second category consisted of those who had the Suwar rank
just half the Zat rank, The third category consisted of those
who had even lower than the half Suwar rank in comparison
to the Zat rank46. Out of the total emoluments which the
mansabdars got, they were supposed to maintain horses,
elephants, other beasts of burden and carts etc. This was

known as Khurakei-dawadb., Out of the total balance he had to

maintain his household. For example, the monthly salary of

a mansabdar with 100/100 rank would have been 700 rupees,

45. Abaul Aziz, The Mapsabdari system & the Mughal army,/
/Tabhore, 1945, P.47

46, 1bid, P.47-48
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while that of a rank-holder of 100/0 would have been

500 rupees47. These salaries are given for the Zat ranks.
Early in Shahjahan's reign the scale of the Zat rank salaries
was materially revised. In comparison to Shahjahan's or
Anrangzéb's reign, Akbar's mansabdars got a comparetively
much higher pay. The mansabdars in Shahjahan and Aurangzeb's
reign pocketed the pay of the troopers out of every three

or three troopers out of every four. Thus mansabdari had
assumed a much profitable character in the later Mughal
period, It is also to be borne in mind that during the later

Mughal period, mansabdari was possessed of a heavier list,

Suwar rank :

It was by the latter period of Akbar's time that
the mansabdari system came to be consisted of two or dual
ranks, Thus the Zat and the Suwar ranks came into fbrmation48.
Thus 81l the mansabdars holding the Zat rank were classified
into three classes. First, those Suwar ranks which equalled
the Zat rank, secondly - Suwar rank almost the half of the
Zat rank, and thirdly - Suwar rank less than half of the

Zat rank49. This was done So a8 to induce the mansabdars to

maintain larger contingents, With a high Suwar rank the Zat

47. Ivid, PP.58-59
48, Ibid, P.T70
49. Ibid, P.72
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rank salary was also made 0 be higher, and thus the status
of the mansabdar also increased. The mansabdars who held
Suwar rank had to maintain the entire number of cavalry

denoted by that rank,

Another feature was added to the mansabdari system
during the reign of Jahangir. This feature was the introduc-
tion of the du - aspa sih-asSpa rankso. Some Suwars out of
the total contingent were thus made the du-aspa sih-aspa,
under Jahangir., Mahabat Khan was first of all granted this
rank, It was granted frequently under Shahjahan, Undera
Aurangzeb, the rumber of such mansabdars increased on.

The du-~aspa 8ih-zspa rank was theoretically regarded as a
part of the Suwar rank. It did not exceed the Suwar rank,
The portion apart from the du-aspa S ih-aspa of eny rapnk vas
called barawardi. For example, out of 4000 sawars, 1000 were

du-aspa sih-aspa and 3000 were barawardi. For du-aspa sih-aSpa

the pay and military obligations of the mansabdars were doubled.

Conditional or Mashrut rankis were of ten added to
the previous Zat and Suwar rank951. The unconditional Suwar
mansab was extended along with the Zat rank. The conditional
or mashrut mansab was handed over to the mansabdars in return

of services required at a particular post by them,

50. Athar Ali, op.cit., P.42
51. Ibid, P.41
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The Mughal nobles got their pay from the state,
in cash and in jagir form. The pay of the mansabdars were
determined by the mansabs or ranks held by them., Often, the

nobles were paid *inam' which was additional pay for them,

The feature of month-scales or ratios appeared in
the reign of Shahjahan but soon spread on. It arose out of
the differernce between official assessment of jagir (jama)

and the actual revemue collection (hasil).

v
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CHAPTER - III

THE HINDU ELEMENT OF THE MUGHAL NOBILITY
- THE RAJPUTS

The Rajputs dominated the Indian political.scene
from the middle of the seventh century to the close of the
twelfth century. Thus, on the eve of the Muslim invasion
of India, the Rajpgts held the political power in northern
and western Indial, The political instability after the
downfall of the Gupta empire, and thereafter following
Harsha's death, in northern India, was checked and stabilized

by the Rajputs, i.e. the Gurjara-pratiharas.

The discussion over the origin of the Rajputs has
now become more than five decades old. There is no equinamity

of arguments regarding the origin of the Rajputs,

The Gurjara-Pratiharas were chronologically the
earliest and historically the most prominent among the Rajputs
dynasties. Their origin lies unexplained and undecided due to
the conflict of arguments. The theory of their solar descent
clashes with the "Jackson-Bhandarkar theory" of their foreign

originz. Likewise, the story of the fire-pit on the summit

1. V.A.Smith, Oxford History of India, Calcutta, 1951, P.190

2e B.N. Puri, The History of the Gurjara-Pratiharas,
Bombay, 1957, P.29




60

of Mount Abu has various versions. Both Tod and Cunningham
have given seperate versions of this story. The sources
&iScussing the origin of the Rajputs have been found to be
conventional and uniform, being of lesser historical
significance due to the discussion of un-historical and
supernatural contents; giving way to the present unsatisfactory

conclusions,

In due course of time the Rajputs came to be
identified with the Kshatriya caste. Although, the term
*caste' was shorn of its significance by the increasing
significance of the term 'Kula', This trend later on developed
into the 'clan system' which came to influence the political
and social systems of the Rajputs during the later medieval
age. In quite similar way, the term 'Kayastha' mentioned in
the Gahadwala inscriptions are unclear, as to whether they
were official designations or the name of a caSte3. In a
Brahmin - dominated social system, the Rajputs served as the
defenders of religion. The Brahmins used to teach the Vedas
to the Kshatriyas who learnt it. But the latter were not
allowed to teach it4. Under the protection provided by the
ruling Rajput dynasties, the Hindu society had become
intolerant and had come to loose its former st;ength of

cohesive existence. The king's duty it was to see to it that

3 Roma Niyogi, History of the Gshadwala dynasty,
Calcutta, 1959, PF.224-225

4, Sachau, Alberuni's India, Vol,I., Jomndon, 1914, PP. 125—125




the people of various castes performed their individual
duties. The element of the divine in the monarchy also came
to be in existence as evidenced from the Chandella kings
linking themselves to Vishmu., The sacred laws interpreted

by the Brahmins put unclear but effective checks on the
autocracy of a king. For instance, it was an established
factor that a king was to consult his ministers on important

5

issues”. Some of the Rajput states had féudatory elements
under them. These subordinate rg}ers used the designations
of Ranaka, Mahanayaka, MaharajaG. The other Rajput dynasties
like the Chalukyas, too had the feudatory system of

administration existing in their states7. The feudatory system

of administration waes a legacy of the ancient timese

We may now look into the relationship of the Rajputs
with the Muslims from the earliest of times. It may be noted
that the‘Arab povwer was consolidated in the Sind region at
a time when the Gurjara~Pratiharas were emerging as a power,
For the Gur jara-Pratiharas it became politically essential
to defernd western India from the Arabs, It has been remarked
that Nagabhatta I1 captured the early Muslim strongholds in
the Western Indias. However, it is more likely that the

Argbs were checked in their advance, rather than their occupied

5. D.Sharma, Early Chauhan dynasties, Delhi, 1959, P.194

6.. Roma Niyogi, op.,cit., PP.161-165 _

7. A.K. Majumdar, Chalukyas of Gujarat, Bombay,1956, PP.254-255
8, R.S.Tripathi, History of Kanauij, Delhi, 1959, P.235
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territories being captured by the Rajputs. Mihira-Bhoja,

who has been described as a powerful genera19 carried on
with this policy of defence. By the tenth century the
relationship of the Gurjaras-Pratiharas and the Arabs had
come to acquire a very hostile and a noteworthy aspect of
the political condition of northern India, The barrier to
the Aradb advance erected by the Gurjara-Pratihara power
succumbed along with the collapse of the Gurjara-Pratiharas,
But the Arabs could ‘not further advance iﬁto India because
of their own decline., At this juncéure, the Yamini dynasty
came to power in Ghazni, The lesser Rajput dynasties now haé
to act to the defence of north-western India. Jaipal, aided
by the kings of Delhi, Ajmer, Kalanjar, and Kanauj, defended

Sabuktigin'®

o After Sabuktigin's death, Mahmud of Ghazni
amfhilitated the Muslim opposition of Multan and opened the
way Of north-western passage to India. He captured Bhatiya
(Bhatinda) in 1004 A.D, and Narayanpur(Alwar) in 1009 A.D.
Next followed the loot of ThaneSwar and Mathura. By this

time, he had emerged to be the chief foreign power in the
north-west, However, the Gurjara-Pratiharas having fallen

in povwer now, it were the Chandellas who offered stiff
resistance to Mahmud who could not penetrate into the central
India, in areas of Gwalior and Kalinjar, due t0o the opposition

offered by the Chandellas, It can be maintained that Mahmud's

only triumph in India was the permanent occupation of Punjab,

9. Elliot and Dowson,|Vol.I., Iondon,1867, Pu4 __§
10. Briggs, trans; Ferishta, Vc>1.1.[ca1csutta,1966\,i P.18
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which was largely due to the ineffectiveness of the Gurjara-
Pratiharas. In Gujarat, Mahmud's object was to loot the rich
gbmnatﬁ temple. He could be succesSsful here because of the
failure of the Chalukyas in blocking his path. When Mahmud,(a
son of Sultan Ibrahim was Puﬁjab's Governor (Punjab was under
the influence of Yamini sultans of Ghazni), he established
his power over Agra and Kanauj and also invaded the’ Gangetic
valley. He 2also invaded Malwa. TheSe intrusions laid the
Gahadwala kingdom in danger. However, by the first half of
the 12th century the power of the Yamini sultans declined,
After 1157 Ghazni was lost to them and lahore emerged a8 their
capital. In 118; A.,D, the Yamini dynasty was brought to an
end due to the onslaught of Muizuddin Muhammad Ghori. The
Chahamanas also came into conflict with the Yaminis, EE§§§E£>
was obstructed by them in Marwar11. The Chahamanas under
Vijraharaja IV took possession of Delhi from the TomarasS,
This increased their responsibility as protectors of the
crucial region of Delhi, This made the Chahamanas the virtual
guardians of the gates of the Ganges valley. 1t was at this
juncture that the Chahamanas had to bear the brunt of the

attack of the Ghoris'?

. Shihabuddin invaded the Chalukya
kingdom of Gujarat with plans to capture the fertile plains
of India but was defeated. His repeated attack was met with
the Chshamana hero, Prithviraj III. In the battle of Taraijiz

Shihabuddin was defeated. However, in the sSecond battle of

1t. ibid, P.69

12. H.C. Ray, Dynastic_history of Northern -India, Vol.II
Calcutta, 1936, P.1078
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N

Qarain)between the same powers, the Rajputs were defeated
which also signalled their kingdom's collapse. After the
collapse of the Chahamana and Gahadvala kingdoms, the Muslims
attacked the Chalukyas and the Chandellas. Subsequently,

‘Y(Alauddin Khalji conquered Gujarat. After this, the Paramara

kingdom also fell., Alauddin Khalji also brought Malwa under

his own political domination, All these Muslim conguests
meant the ann:lh:}lation of the different Rajput dynastigs

L and strongholds,

The Rajputs_and Mughals

On the eve of the Mughal invasion, Rana Sanga of
Mewar can be easily characterised as the leader among the
Rajputs. He had come to influence areas such as Rantanrmr.
Sarangpur, Bhilsa%', and Chand iri, which were dependencies of
the Mandu Sultans13. Besides these, he had come to exercise
his influence over Marwar, Amber, Gwalior, Ajmer, Sikri,
Raisin, Kalpq:i, Chandfri, Beondi, Gagrun, Rampura, and Abue
After the victory of Panipat, Babur met Rana Sanga who led
the Rajputs at Khanwa in 1527. The defeat in this war decided
Rana Sanga's fate., Mention may also be made of the leader
of Marwar, Rao Ganga, Though Rana Sanga of Mewar had been the

supreme among the Rajputs, nevertheless, Rao Ganga helped him

13, Beveridge, Trans, Babur-nama, Iondon, 1905, P.483
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importantly militarily. Though Babur defeated Rana BSanga,
he could not push into Rajasthan., Rao Ganga's influence

14

extended in areas such as Sojat and Dholhare ', His son,

Maldeo succeeded him and brought eminence to Marwar,

When Humayun succeeded Babur, Mewar faced a crisis
in Bahadur Shah ‘'of Gujarat's siege of the Chittor fort.
Rani Karnavati of Chittor solicitéd Humayun's help but he
did not respond due to his religious feelings'?, Humayun lost
the advantage of gaining the Rajput support by ignoring their
pleas for help. He did not possess Akbar's political insight
and thus could not utilize the Rajputs as instruments of
imperial policy as did his son, Akbar. We have the evidence
though of Humayun Seeking Maldeo's support, compelled by the
danger posed by Sher Shah, Humayun went to Jaisalmer, Dilawar,
Sitalmir and Pahludi to seek Maldeo's support'®. But Maldeo
was not willing to help Humayun for he recognigzed Sher Shah .
as the De Jure and de facto sovereign of Hindustan and thus
was unprepared to offend Sher Shah by helping Humayun17.
Disappointed thus, Humayun left Maldeo's territory and found
shelter at Amarkot, later on proceeding on to Persia to seek

the Shah's help there to get restored the Indian territories
which he had lost to Sher Shah.

14, V,.,S.Bhargava, Marwar and the Mughal emperors, Delhi,1966,
P.18
15. K.S.Gupta, Mewar and the Maratha relations, Delhi,1971,P.15

16, Beveridge. Trans., Gul-badan Begum; Humayun-nama,
London, 1902, P.153

17. V.S. Bhargava, op.cit., P.27
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It vas from Akbar's time that we find a far-sighted
deliberate attempt on the part of the Mughals to enlist the
support of the Rajputs for the Sake of imperial policy.

The beginning of Mughal imperialism in the Rajputana followed
with the voluntary submission of the Kachhwa family of Amber
in 15;2. Baharmall, was the first Rajput prince to pay homage
to the Muslims, Bihari Mal also became a Mughal vassal; and
offered his eldest daughter for marriage to Akbar who later
on became Jahangir's mother. Though Amber was a Marwar
dependency till the 1gth century it got powerful patronage
from the Mughals after Bihari Mal's daughter's marriage to
Akbar,

Akbar wanted to subjugate Mewar and so he marched
agains$ Chittor in 1527. Ultimately, Chittor fell, but Mewar
under the great Maharana Pratap continued to resist the
Mughals. He recaptured all the forts except Chittor and
Mandalgarh before his death in 1597 and retrieved his

position considerably’sa

Marwar; 1In 1562, Akbar proceeded %o Ajmer. He helped

daimal militarily against Maldeo. Thus, Mirga Sharfud-din

Hussain conquered the fort of Merta19, Subsequently, the fort

18, K:S. Gupta, Op.cit., P.16

19 Abul Fagl, Akbar-nama. Vol.II., Calcutta,1912,
PP.248-249




of Jodhpur was attacked by the Mughal®, which was under
Maldeo's son and successor, Reo Chandraﬁenzo. Jodhpur passed
into Akbar's hands., Chandrasen's clever brother Udai Singh
gained royal favour and became a noble at the Mughal court,.
He appointed among others, Kusu Dass, son of Jaimal of Merta
to reduce the fort of Siwana21. Sojat was also annexed by
the imperial forces. Meanwhile, Rai Singh had become a
faithful Mughal noble at the court of Akbarez. Chandrasen -
died in 1581, after being defeated by the Mughal forces in
1580, The three Rajput nobles of the Mughal court, Bhagwan Das,
Man Singh and Todarmal had been Sent repeatedly by Akbar to
Rana Pratap so that the latter could accept the Mughal
sovereignty. But Rana Pratap did not accept the. Mughal
emperor's sovereignty. If Chandrasen would have been in his
position (in Rana Pratap's position) there is no doubt that

he would have accepted the ofi"er23°

Rao Chandrasen's succdssor, Mota Raja Udai Singh
heralded a new period of alliance between Marwar and the
Mughalg. Udai Singh was disinherited by his father, Rao Maldeo,
So he had gone 10 the Mughal court and joined the service of
the Mughal emperor in 1570, There; he proved his worth as a

warrior and commander of forces in expeditions against, the

20, ibid, P.305

29. ibid, Vo.III., P.113

22, V.S. Bhargava, Opscit., P.51
23. 4ibid, P.54
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Gujarat of Samavalli and Raja Madhukar Bundela. He had joined
these expeditions as an auxiliary commander of the Mughal

forces,

Mota Raja Udai Singh's son, Sawai Raja Sur Singh alias
Raja Suraj Singh Rathor was also in the favour of the Mughals,
He was given the 'Tika' of Jodﬁpur by Akbar at Lahore in 1595.
Akbar himself went to Udai Singh's Haveli to pay condolence
visit, The emperor bestowed on Sur Singh nine paraganas of
Merwar, four paraganas of Gujarat, one paragana of Malwa, one
paragana of Deccan, and one paragana of Mewar, in all sixteen

paragana924, At the time of Sur Singh's succession, a suitable

mansab was also bestowed upon him, He was awarded a mansab of
2000 Zat and Sawar rank. Thus he got a good start of royal
favours., He, upon his own part, tried his best to justify the
choice of the Mughal emperor, Akbar, by bringing laurels to

the Mughal empire in the many wars he was asked to fight as

an auxiliary commander of the Mughal forces. It may be mentioned
here, that Akbar had 3aid the tradition of sending two important
commanders -~ usually one being & Hindu and the other being a
Muslim to distant military expeditions, This tradi%ion was

later on followed by Akbar's successors,

24, ibid, PP.62-63
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Jahangir, from the very beginning of his reign, weas
set upon to subjugate Mewar. The Mughal ambition of subjuga-
ting Mewar was ultimately realized when Mewar accepted defeat
in 1%14 when Amar Singh was leading it, and the power had
become completely depleted of resources due to prolonged
struggles with the Mughals, But according to the Treaty,
Mewar actually paid nominal allegiance to thg Mughalsés.‘

The Maharana was exempted from attending the Mughal court,
though, the crown prince had to accept the imperial service.
Chittor was conditionally restored to the Maharana, Amar Singh

was Succeeded by his own son, Karan Singh who was on friendly

terms with the Wughals, .

As regards Marwar, during Jahangir, it was under
Raja Gaj Singh's charge who was the son and successor of
Raja Sur Singh. Jahangir had sent Tika for Gaj Singh through
Darab Khan, At the time of the investiture ceremony, Seven
paraganas of Jodhpur, namely Jaitaran, Sojat,/Siwana, Satalmer,
Jodhpur, Terwada and (}orwadaz6 together with the marsab of
3000 Zat and 2000 Sawar rank besides the title of 'Rajal
were conferred upon Gaj Singh by Jahangir. Gaj Singh used to
attend the Mughal court, and received high honours from the
imperial thron627m He was in charge of several Mughal
exped itions into the Rajputana. Subsequently, due %0 the -

25, KoS.Gup‘ha, QnoCito, P.16
26. Jehangir, Tuzuk-i~Jahangiri, Vol.Il., Delhi,1914, P.99
27. V.S. Ghargava, OEOCitQQ PPI70—71
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extraordinary efficiency showed by Gaj Singh in the wars
against Deccan, Jahangir increased his mansab to 4000 Zat
and 3000 Sawar rank, and the Paraganas of Jalor and Sanchor
were also given to him in Jagir. In 1;22,_a kettledrum was
also awarded to Gaj Singh by Jahangir?s. During Prince
Khurram's rebellion, Gaj Singh played an important role in
meeting his danger, upon the imperial side. He continued to
serve as an imperial noble in the Deccan till Jahangir's
death in 1227. Shah Jahan, dJahangir's successor, reneved

Gaj Singh's mansab. He awarded him a special robe of homnour,

(Khasa Kﬁilat) a sword, a horse, elephant and a kettledrum,

He was asked to lead several imperial expeditions. In lieu
of these services, Shah Jahan conferred upon him the title
of Maharaja and conferred upon him the paragana of Mahrot

in jagir forng.

Aurangzeb's reimposition of the Jaziva evoked protest
from the Rajputs and Maharana Raj Singh of Mewar was not far
behind. Raj Singh also opposed Aurangzeb in his plans to
bring over the posthumous son of Jaswant Singh of Marwar to
the Mughal court as a Muslim. BEspousing the infant's cause
Raj Singh entered.upon a struggle with Aurangzedb which lasted
for several years, These factors caused a rift between Mewar

and the Mughals, which lasted till Bahadur Shah's reign.

28, Jahangir, op.cit., Vol.II, PR.232-233
29, Muhammad Sadiq, Shahjshap-nama, Vol.I, PP.514-515
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In the meanshile, the Mughal empird had become weak. The

last time the Mughals invaded Mewar was in 1711 during

Bahadur Shah's reign, led by Ran Baz Khan and Nahar Khan, .
Both Mughal generals were killed at the battle of Bandanwara-0,
After this, Mewar had to contend with the rising Maratha

pover from the south., Aurangzeb's Rajput policy has been
closely identified with his religious policy as a devout
Muslim, During his early period, he treated the Rajputs with

a certain degree of consideration., Their position improved
upon that of Shahjahan's time., In Shahjahan's time, there had
been no Rajput noble holding the ramk of 7,000. But during
Mrangzeb's early period, Mirza Raja Jai Singh and Jaswant
Singh were promoted to the ranks of 7000/700031. In 1%65,

Jai Singh had beeﬁ given the independent charge of the Deccan

which~was a crucial post from the Mughal point of view,.

Jaswant ~Singh was also twice appointed as Governor of

Gujarat. This was from 1;59 to 1661 and from 1;70 to 1;72.

It was only later on, after Jaswant Singh's death, that the
Mughal relations with Marwar entered a bad phase of conflicts,
chiefJ:y due to the question of bringing up Jaswant Singh's
posthumous son at the Mughal court. Aurangzeb now resStricted
the rank promotions which would entitle the Rajput chiefs to
32

)
L]

claim imperial jagirs in addition to their watan jesgirs

30. K.S.Gupta, op.cit., P.17

3f%e M. Athar Ali, The Mughal nobixity under Aurangzeb,
Bombay, 1966, P.23

32. 4dbid, PP.25-26
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Ram Singh Hara, Dalpat Rao Bundela and dJai Singh Sawai served
in the Deccan with their full contingents. Yet Dalpat Rao
Bundela held the rank of only 3000/3000, Ram Singh Hara of
only 3000/1500 and Raja Jai Singh of only 2000/2000. Aurangzeb
also made it clear that no Rajput was henceerth to be

appointed as a Governor or evem as a faujdar,

Weumay now look into:Bahadur Shah's relations with
Amber. Behadur Sheh ousted Jai Singh from Amber. Amber was
conferred on Bijai Singh as a reward for joining the Mughals
in 1708. To prevent any contention between the two brothers,
Bijai Singh's elder brother, Jai Singh was posted away to
Nagarkot, but this order was éubsequently withdrawn; simulta-
neously, Jai Singh was confirmed upon tbe jagirs of paraganas
Amber, Dausa, Chatau and Deoti Sanchari. Again, Amber was
put in the possession of the Subahdar and the diwan of Ajmer,
And Jéi Singh had to vacate the fort of Amber. It has been
stated tyat Bghadur Shah's policy towards Amber was a
calculated one33. He also conferred the zamindari of Amber on
Bijai Singh now. Bahadur Shah's policy of keeping a stronghold
over the paraganas of Jodhpur and Amber was reflective of the
fact that he wanted to continue Aurangzeb's policy.. His
intention, it has been said, was to win over the orthoddx

section, chiefly the Alamgiti nobles, by the pursuance of

3%3.  Satish Chendra, PartieS and politics &t the Mushal court,
P R e A e T T 30T
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this policy ?. After having lost Amber, Jai Singh was without
jagirs or watans. He failed in his attempts to secure the
jegirs of Chatsu, Muagzzabad, Malput, Malarna, etc. His
rebellidn wes thus natural., Amber was restored to Jai Singh.
Bijai Singh, who was Bahadur Sheh's ally, was conferred upon
the paraganas of Tonk and BhuSawar as jagir in 1710. He was
fimally executed i; 1729 in an unsuccessful bid to capture
Amber from Jai Singh. The Rana had his objections against the
Mughal poliey towards the paraganas of Pur, Mandal and Bidnur,
which were taken in 1;81 by the Mughals as a resultant of the
policy of Jdizyah. As a form now, theSe paraganas were restored
to him 6n condition that he would send 1000 sawars to serve’
the Mughal emperor and would also pay Oone lakh rupees annually
in lieu Sf Jizyah, The Rana's mansab was thus raised to 6000
while the paraganas were granted to him as jagirs. The
Qggggéggg were once again taken by the Mughals because of

the arrears which had accurulated out of the Rana's pronise
of paying the annual sum., Thus, differences between the

Rana and the Mughals persisted throughout Bahadur Shah's
reign. The Maharana interfered in the Rampura affairs,
Rampura had acéed as a buffer state between Malwa.. and Meware.
With the increase in power of Mewar, the Ranas renewed their

attempts to regain their control over it.  The claims of

34. ibid, P.292
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Gopal Singh over Rampura got support from the three Rajput
Rajas at Udaipur. Thus the Maharana attacked Rampura but was
unsuccessful. Thus it has been said that every.Rajput Raja

had his grievances against the MughalsBB.

We, thus, see that from Akbar's time up tild +the
time of Aurangzeb, the Rajputs played(fore or less a signifi~

e

cant role in the overall Mughal administration., Undoubtedly,

they were the most dominant Hindu element at .the Mughal court
during this long period. 1t was Akbar who first of all
recognized the position of the Rajputs as is evidenced in the
treaty which he undertook with the rulers of Bundi, We may

.

look into the special position accorded to the Rajputs throuw

L e O

the treaty36. /’ ‘ e S

- U

S

18t; The chiefs (Rajput) were exempted from the

degrading custom of sending a dola to the royal harem,

2nd; They were exempted from the Jaziya or the poll-tax,
3rd; The chiefs were not to be compelled to cross the

Attock,

4th; The vassals were to be exempted from the obligation
of sending their wives or female relations *to hold a stall in

the Meena Bagzaar' at the palace on the festival of Noroza,

35. ibid, P.294

36. James Tod, Anpals and Antiquity of Rajasthan, Vol.III,
Delhi, 1971, PP.4480-1482
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5th; They were to have the privilege of entering the

Dewan-aum, or 'hall of audience' completely armed.

O

th; Their sacred edifices were to be respected.

Jth; They were never to be placed under the command

of a Hindu leader.

s ¢]

th; Their horses were not to be branded with the

imperial dagh,

9th; They were 10 be allowed to bear their own Nakarras,
or 'kettle-drums' in the streets of the capital, as far as the
Lal Darwag2 or the 'red-gate'; and they were not to be commanded
to make the ‘prostration' on entering the Presence (of the

emperor)e.

Akbar pursued a planned policy of unifying the country
both politically and culpurally. The great Rana Pratap's
heroic struggle against the Mughals produced adverse effects
on the future of his land. He in a way acted as an impediment
to Akbar's noble task. If Rana Pratap would have joined the
Mughal order he could have saved his land from disaster.
Thus, even when during his son's reign Mewar became a Mughal
subordinate, the backwardness of Mewar could not be healed

up37. Ram Pratap'@® policy of resisting superior Mughal forces

37. G.N.Sharma, Mewar and the Mughal emperors, Agra,1951,
P.121
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was unrealistic. While Marwar and Amber became leading states
of Rajasthan under the Mughal patronage, the people of Mewar
suffered undue suffering and never could Mewar again recover
the same place in Rajputana which it held before the coming
of the Mughals. Even though, Rana Pratap Singh was the
embodiment of the traditional virtues and defects of the
typical Rajput, and his success and failure should be judged
from this point of view. Local patriotism and not national
horizon, has been the eSsence of medieval Rajput history, and

the Mewar rulers can be stated to be its best exponents,

We may algo look into the position of the subordinate
Rajput principalities within the Mughal imperial structure,
and the nature of the Mughal sovereignty. From the point of
view of revenue administration, the tributary Rajput states
were included within the Subah of Ajmer. Of the Seven Sarkars
of that Subah only two (Ajmer an@ Nagor) were administered
directly by imperial officers; the rest consisted of Rajput
principalities. Each of them contributed to the imperial
treasury a fixed round sum as tribute. The ruling princes of
Rajasthan had full internal powers and dealt directly with
the central government. In theory, the emperor had absolute
control over matters of succession, Before succession, the
Selected candidate had to pay his homage and offerings before
his formal installation on his ancestral gadi. BEvery Rajput

state was treated, for official purposes, as a jegir which

\
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the emperor conferred upon his nominee. The chief obligations
of the Rajput princes were the regular payment of the tribute
and the regular provision of contingents for the imperial army.
The chief external restriction on their authority was the
obligation to use the Mughal coins within their territories,
Till the 18th century, no Rajput prince was allowed to mint
coins in hds own name. Though the Rajput, princes were under
the subordination of the Mughals, but it is a fact that they
grew Stronger within their own territories, under the Mughal
Sovereignty, visS-a~vis the feudal nobility. The autocracy of
the Mughal emperor exercised am indirect infduence on the
political set-up of the Rajputs. It has been suggested that
the imperial autocracy gave incentive to the Rejput princes
to act as autocrats in their own limited spheres, Thus they
change& from clan leaders to the irresponsible autocrat. To
be more precise, it can be stated that the position of these
Rajput princes who were loyal to the Mughal empire had become
So secure due to the imperial patronage, that they could easily
defy their own noble elemente and could set aside the
traditional restraints over their authority. Because they
could depend on imperial assistance, they could easily suppress
internal rebell ions by easily assuming sutocratic powers. Ve
may illustrate an example from Tod who States that "During
these troubles (i.e. troubles which ensued on Aurangzeb's

death), Jai Singh's power as the King's lieutenant in Agra,
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which embraced his hereditary domains, gave him ample
opportunity to enlarge and consolidate his territory”Ba.

In this wvay, we may try to have an insight into the actual
character of those Rajput principalitiss which were protected
by the Mughal emperors. We may maintain that such Rajput
principalities were transformed into autocratically governed
states. However, we have to keep motice of the fact that the
condition of Mewar was quite different. In Mewar the crown
became gradually weaker and the nobility vis-a-vis became
stronger, We may also see how was the position of the rulers
of Mewar affected. Mewar 1lost her pre-dominant pos ition among
the Rajput states, during the Mughal rule, whereas Amber and
Jodhpur rose to occupy predominant position among the Rajput
states during the Mughal rule., This was the result of
significant services rendered to the Mughal empire by the
nobles of Amber and Jodhpur for nearly two centuries., Whereas
Mirza Raja Jai Singh of Amber and Jaswant Singh of Jodhpur
became Strong pillars of the Mughal empire, Mewar kept itself
aloof and thus naturally could not occupy the advantageous
position acquired by the houses of Amber and Jodhpur. Mewar,
even after the Treaty with Jahangir, continued to elude the
Mughal pre-dominance. The Maharana of Udaipur could not attain
an important place for himself arong the Hindu nobility at the

Mughal court. He never attended the Mughal court and kept

38, James Tod, Op.cit. P.1351
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himself confined to the mountain fortresses of Rajasthan39.

As such, during the sixteenth, seventeenth, and the eighteenth
centuries, the houses of Amber and Jodhpur rose to play leading
roles at the Imperial court at the expense of the house of
Mewar., Other reasons wefe also there for the increasing
weakness of the house of Mewar. Previous to the Mughals,

there was the custom to change the estates or fiefs of the
nobles after every few years, So as to nullify their local
influence. These nobles attended the court of the Rajput

ruler and tried to satisfy them that they owed their allegiance
to them alone, and to nobody else. But during the prolonged
struggle of the Rajputs with the Mughals, this system underwent
specific changes, which were to the benefit of the Rajput
nobles., The Rajput rulers were many times driven away from

the plains to the hills. During such periods, when confusion
prevailed, the Rajput rulers could not transfer the nobles

from one holding to amother, 88 most of the holdings had come
to be actually under the control of the Mughal government

and the Mughal garrisons controlled them. Thus, when permanent
peace was chalked out in 1%15 between the Rajputs and the
Mughals, most of the nobles found theﬁSelves in possession

of fixed estates, from which the Rajput rulers could no more
transfer or dislodge them. Furthermore, the loyalty and
gself-gsacrifica shown by many Rajput nobles to the Rajput

39. J.N. Sarkar, History of Aurangzeb, Calcutta,1912-30,
UoI.I11, P.324
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rulers in their struggle against the Mughal empire, impelled
the Rajput rulers to increase their possessions, Thus, it
can be maintained that during the seventeenth century, the
position of the Rajput nobles within Rajputana especially

in Mewar too, grew stronger than what it was before. But

it may not be misunderstood that the rulers of Mewar were
mere puppets in the hands of the nobility. In fact, the .
personal ability of the ruler was a check on them, besides
the factor that the nobles of Mewar were often quite poor,
Also, Mewaf had some special privileges which the other
Rajput states of Rajputana did not have. The treaty which
the Mughals entered upon with Maharana Pratap Singh, exempted
him from the humiliating practice of matrimonial alliances
with the imperial family. This was a proud privilege gained
by the.Rajputs of Mewar from the social point of view. It
enhanced the social prestige of the Mewar princes though it
did not contribute to their political significance. The
second privilege was that the Rana was exempted from the
usual psrsonal attendance at the imperial court, and he was
to be represented by his eldest son at the Mughal court.
This privilege was not granted to any tributary Rajput prince
before‘1;15. But these privileges granted to Mewar also

had another side of the picture. Due to these, the rulers of
Mewar went into political oblivion on basis of their proud

isolation from the triumphs of the sovereign Mughal power,
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While, the other Rajput states played an importent role in
the imperial history and augmented their prestige and
territory during the seventeenth and the eighteenth
centuries, such as Rathors under Jaswant Singh and Ajit Singh
and the Kachwahas under the two Jai Singhs. However, Mewar
once sgain rose to prominence for a short while under Raj
Singh who was hostile to the Mughal empire due to the
illiberal policy of Aurangzeb. ReSentment was already there
betwean Mewar and the Mughals due to the treaty of 1;15r
though the resemtment had remained to be silent but a constant
factor in the policy of Mewar. Thus Rana Karan Singh had
provided political refuge for Jahangir's rebel son, Khurram,
and Rana Jagat Singh had interferred in the affairs of small
principalities like Sirohi, Pratapgarh, Banswara etc. against
Shahjahan's wishes. And Raj Singh took up arms against
Aurangzed in 1679. in connection with the Mughal seizure
of Marwar after Jaswant Singh's death. It is wrong to say
that Raj Singh tpok up the arms as a champion of Hinduism,

40 and

because of the imperial orders_fbr temple destruction
the reimposition of the Jaziya., After his death, Raj'Singh's
weak Son and successor, Jal Singh concluded peace with the
Mughals; on humiliating terms and ceding three paraganas of
Mandal, Pur, and Badnor in lieu of the Jaziya. Henceforth,

Mewar remained on peaceful terms with the Mughals, as neither

40. G.N., Sharma, op.cit. PP.162-163
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Jai Singh nor his successor, Amar Singh defied the Mughal
authority. After Aurangzeb's death the advantage of a weak
Mughal empire was exploited by Rajputs such as Ajit Singh
and Sawai Jai Singh of Marwar and Amber, These Rajputs
took to self-aggrandizement and Mewar failed_to~utilize

the situation to restore their own pre-eminence,
Tod mentions thus in this regard,

" eesseses While Amber appropriated to herself
the royal domains almost to the Jumna; while
Marwar planted her banner on the battlements gf
Ajmer, dismembered Gujarat, and pushed her
clans far into the desert, even tq the world's
end; Mewar cpnfined her ambition to the control
of her ancient feudatories of Abu, Idar and the
petty states which grew out of her, Durgarpur

and Ban8wara"41.

Again he writes,

"Rajasthan benefitted by the demolition of the

empire; to all but Mewar it yielded an extension

of pOWér"42.

41. James Tod, Op.cit., Vol.I, PP.4T6~477T
42, ibid, P.473 -
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Another writer says that,

"The Maharana,ywho had ever since the
coming of the Mughals filled the highest place
in the public eye among the Hindu chiefs of
India, now fall back into complete isolation
and obscurity. His unrivalled social status
and the mythical glamour of his blood still
remained; but in the political field, from the
beginning of the 18th century onwards, the
primacy among the Rajputs was contested between

the Kachhwah and the Rathor"43.

The prolonged struggle of‘the Rathors and Aurangzeb,
ended with the latter's death. The period 1679-1708 was
a period of ceaseless conflict for Marwar, and this breach
with the Rajputs was a source of weaknegs for the Mughal
empire, By neglecting the Rajputs, Aurangzeb endangered tile
keystone of his power44. Amber, under Bhagwan Das, Man Singh,
Mirza Raja Jai Singh and Sawai Singh, as has been already
mentioned, rose to gain powerful patronage from the Mughals,
and remained so up till Aurangzeb's time and even during

the time of the later Mughals,

43, J.Ne.Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal empire, Calcutta, 1949,
Vol, I, P,130

44. James TOd, og.oit.’ VOl.Il’ P.462
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The prolonged period of Mughal sugerainty brought
the Rajputs in contact with the fa® flung regions of
Centrsl Asia and Assan, MéharaShtra, etc. The Rajputs became
familiar with the vast and complex military and administrative
organization of the WMughals., They gradually learnt to submerge
local patriotism by giving recognition to political unifica~-
tion. Though, the narrow-minded Rajputs, as a result of.the
Mughal influence became more and more used to isolation,
A5 a result of this two-fold ideals and practices, no
superior power was. left to enforce lawful riéhts and to
prevent ambitious conflicts between the different vassal
states in the Rajputana. The personailambitions and inter-
state rivalries thus took up a new turn of uqreStfained and
unchecked momentum which turned the Rajputana into "a zoolo-
gical garden with the barriers of the cages thrown down and
the keepers removed“45. Thus, in the 18th century, Rajputana

succumbed to a degeneration unknown to it previously.

From the political point of view, the Mughal empire
achieved a difficult task in the Rajputana. It brought the
Rajput states under its control for a long time. The empire
prevented the outbreak of mutual hostilities among the
various Rajput states, while it also prevented the big

powerful Rajput states from encroaching upon the liberties

45, J.N, Sarkar, OE.Cit. Vol.I. P.131
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of the smaller ones. By controlling the succession of the
Rajput states the empire also prevented the outbreak of
wars of succession or the civil wars., When the Mughal
sugerainty was nullified in the Rajputana, civil wars began
to occur therein. For example, the civil war in Jaipur
occurred after Sawai Jai Singh's death in 1743. In Marwar
it occurred in 1749 after Abhay Singh's death, Likewiss,
the Rathor-Kachhwah disputes resulted in the battle of

Gangwana in 1741.

Though the Mughal political system checked the
freedom of the Rajputana with offend ing ceremonials, but
it also, at the same time, provided opportunities to them
for unlimited political and military triumphs and exploits
outs ide the narrow confines of their ancesStral territories,
The notable carreers of Man Singh, Jaswant Singh, and the
two Jai Singhs reflect this feature. Initiated by the wise
policy of Akbar, the Mughals down to Shahjahan utilised the
Rajput princes for important imperial purposes, without
encroaching unnecessarily upon their political authority
over their own subjects. However, the poclicy of direct
annexation of Aurangzeb applied towards Marwar was a blunder,
as it nullified and altered the basis of the Rajput-FMughal
relations on which the Mughal empire's sSecurity and prestige

rested to a great extent. The Marathas, who succeeded ths
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Mughals in having suzerainty over Rajputana, went even ahead
by extracting Monetary concessions out of the barren desert
of Rajputang without paying any sort of compensation to

the Rajputs,

The effects of the long Rajput-Mughal contacts were

—

not only limited to political spheres. The Rajputs often

underwent social changes which were not traditional to them.
I e s eseme SO

Fof‘gkample, Mirza Raja‘?ai Singh was well versed in Turki,

Persian, besides Urdu, His foresight, political cunning, and
cool calculating policies were in contrast to the customary
Rajput impulsive generosity, reckless daring, and impoiitic
chivalry, He was ready to lay a fatal snare for Shivaji
after Shivaji's flight from Agra, and thus to prove his
loyalty to the Mughals4€. The political morals of these
times were moulded by an atmosphere of treachery and
intrigues and the Rajput princes too could not escape from
these vices. In the spheres of art and literature too the

Rajputs could not be left behind from Mughal influence.

46. J.N.Sarkar, ShiValli. Calcutta’ 1942, Po154
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We may now provide a 1list of the Rajput nobles

during the latter bart of the Mughal rule in India47;

Name - Rank

Updat-ul-Mulk, Mirza Raja Jai Singh 7000/7000
Kachwaha

Maharaja Jaswant Singh Rathor 7000/7000
Rana Raj Singh 6000/6000
Raja Ram Singh Kachwsaha 5000/5000
Raja Rai Singh Sisodia 5000/5000
Champat BPundela 5000/
Rai Singh Rathor 4000/ 4000
Inder Man Dhandera 4000/3000
Rao Bhao Singh Hara 4000/2500
Raja Raj Rup of Nurpur 3500/3500
Raja Anrudh Gaur 3500/3000
Raja Sujan Singh Bundela 3500/3000
Rao Karan Bharatiya 3500/2000
Girdhar Das Gaur 3000/2000
Bairam Deo Sisodia 3000/1000
Raja Debi Singh Bundela 2500/ 2500
Apup Singh 2500/2000
Subh Karan Bundela 2500/2000
Bhagwant Singh 2500/1500
Rao Amar Singh Chandrawat 2500/1500
Sabal Singh Sisodia 2500/1000
Raja Bikram Singh 2500/
Raja Nar Singh Gaur 2000/2000
Jagat Singh Hara 2000/1500
Pporan Mal Bundela 2000/1500
Medni Singh 2000/1000
Pahar Singh Gaur 1500/1000
‘Gopal Singh 1500/1500

47, WM.Athar Ali, op.cit. PP,175-270
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Kedri Singh Bhartiya
Jagat Singh

Bhoj Raj Kachwaha

Mitr Sen Bundela

Raja Man Singh of Guler
Harjis Gaur

Chatar Bhuj Chauhan

Raja Amar Singh Narori
Raja Kishan Singh Taunur
Udai Bhan Rathor

Man Singh, S/o. Rup Singh Rathor
Jay Ram Kachwaha

Raghu Nath Singh Bhartiya
Raghu Nath Singh Meerath
Mahesh Das Rathor

Raghu Nath Singh Rathor
Karan Kachi

Raja Prithi Chand

Sher Singh Rathor
Mahrawal Jaswant Singh of Durgapur
Inder Singh

Raja Maha Singh Bahdoriya
Ram Singh

Man Dhata

Raja Jai Singh

Raja Bahruj

Suraj Mal Gaur

Inderman Bundela

Tama Ji

Bhinu Singh

Saun Singh

Kalyan Singh

Prem Singh

Rank

1500/ 1400
1500/ 1400
1500/1200
1500/1200
1500/1000
1500/1000
1500/1000
1500/ 1000
1500/1000
1500/ 1000
1500/700
1500/1000
1500/900
1500/800
1500/€00
1500/600
1500/500
1500/500
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/800
1000/700
1000/700
1000/600
1000/500
1000/500
1000/500
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Manohar Das Sisodia

Raja Sher Singh

Banwali Das Bhartiya
Bhagwant

Raja Chator Singh

Rao ¥Muhkam Singh

Raja Jaswant Singh Bundels
Ranu Amar Singh II

Raja Bhim Singh

Raja Chhatar Sal Bundela
Anrudh Hara of Bundi

Indar Singh

Raja Udat Singh Bundela
Udai Singh Bundela

Ra ja Bharat Singh

Dalpat Rao Bundela

Indar Singh, S/0. Rapa Raj Singh
Raja Udat Singh Bhaduriya
Man Singh, S/o0. Rup Singh Rathor
Rao Ram Singh Hara

Raja Bishan Singh

Kishor Singh Hara of Kota
Subh Karan Bundela

Raja Ram Singh Sisodia

Rao Budh Singh of Bundi
Kishan Singh

Rao Ram Chand

Jai Singh Sawai

Ram Singh, S/o. Ratan Rathor
Jagat Singh Hara

Sujan Singh, S/o. Amup Singh
Raja Dureg Singh

Rank

1000/400
1000/400
1000/ 400
1000/~
1000/~
High Rank
1000/~
5000/5000
5000/2000
4000/~
3500/3000
3500/2000
3500/ 1600
3500/ 1500
3500/
3000/ 3000
3000/2000
3000/2000
3000/ 1800
3000/1500
3000/400
2500/3000
2500/2200
2500/2000
2500/1000
2500/=
2000/ 2000
2000/2000
2000/1400
2000/1000
2000/1000
1500/1500
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Manohar Das Qaladar of Sholapur
Raja Jaswant Singh Bundela

Nur Singh

Bijai Singh

Muhkam Singh

Behari Chand, S/o. Dalpat Bundela
Shiv Singh, S/o, Nur Singh
Hirday Singh Bundela

Param Deo

Satar Sal Rathor

Sarup Singh

Padam Singh Bundela

Jaswvant Singh Rawal of Durgapur
Khuman Singh or Guman Singh
Raja Sarup Singh, S/o. Anup Singh
Kapur Singh Hara

Gopal Singh

Sultan Singh

Raja Udai Singh

Raja Kalyan Singh

Raja Bhagwant Singh

Raja Suraj Mal

Bahadur Singh

Dil Singh

Raja Udai Singh of Chamba

Bhao Singh

Parshutam Singh

Padam Singh

Kishore Das

Ajit Singh Rathor |-

o -

Rank

1500/1500
1500/1000
1500/1400
1500/1200
1500/1000
1500/1000
1500/1000
1500/1000
1500/900
1500/850
1500/500
1500/500
1000/9C0
1000/900
1000/750
1000/1000
1000/900
1000/700
1000/600
1000/600
1000/500
1000/500
1000/500
1000/400
1000/600
1000/500
1000/-
1000/ -
High Rank
High Rarnk
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CHAPTER ~ 1V

THE HINDU ELEMENT OF THE MUGHAL NOBILITY
~ THE MARATHAS

Before explaining the Maratha nobility we will
explain the term 'Deccanis', The Mughals denoted all nobles
belonging to the Deccan kingdoms sas Deccanis1., either of
foreign or Indian extraction like the Bijapuris and
Hyderabadis, the Marathas were also treated as Deccanis
by the Mughals,

The Bahmani kingdom was founded a8 an independent
power in the southern India during the middle of the four-
teenth century. It continued to eXist from 1347 to 1526

and contributed to the development oftfyslim civilizatZEE:?n

the Deccan. But the Muslim population in the south was a
stark minority in face 0f the multitude of Hindu population.
Thus isolation could not be maintained for long between the
conquerors and the conquered, the Muslims and the Hinduez.
So the Hindus rose to high offices in war, diplomacy and
government, in the Bahmani empire3; With the murder of
Mahmud Gewan in 1481, the effective existence of the Bahmani
kingdom came to an end and the following dominions were
carved out : (1)1m§]ﬂshahi of Berar in 1484, (2) Adilshghi

of Bijapur in 1489, (3)Nizamshahi of Ahmadnegar in 1490,

te M.Athar Ali, The Mughal nobility under Aurangzeby Bombay,
- 1966, P.26
2, J.N.Sarkar, House of Shivaji, Calcutta, 1948, P.2
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(4) Qutbshahi of Golcunda in 1518, (5)Baridshahi of Bidar
in 152g4. The Marathas came to play a significant role in
these kingdoms, permeating their administration. This wes
because the fore;gn mercenaries such as Turks, Persians,
Abyss inians and the Mughals, employed by the Deccani Sultans,
proved troublesome and gradually dependence was put on the
native Bargis and Siledar troops. The Marathas thus rec;eived
training in arms, wealth, and power, So we See the Ghadges,
Ghorpades, Dafles, Manes, és'generals of ten or twenty
thousand hOr.SeS and enjoying proportionate jagigs during the
sixteenth century’. The considerable employment of the Hindus
(Marathas) in civil and military services of the Sultans
was not due to the latter's religious toleration, but‘ due to
other significant factors. These were/; Marathes could never
be fully subjugated as western Maharashtra and Konkan could
never be completely Subjugated by the Mughals till the
middle of. the fifteenth century. The Ghatmatha of Mavals
were never subdued g8 the Des was done. Moreover, the
Deccani Muslim conquerors were isolated and weak due to
not being in a position to ‘receive constant replenishment
like their counterparts in northern Ind ia. Furthermore,
they caused theip own weakening by perpetual quarrels with
the foreign parties, e.g. the murder of Mzhmud Gawan,

which provided the enter;;ris ing Marathas to push themselves

4. S.R.Sharma, Maratha history re-examined., 1235-1707,
” Bombay, 1944, P.2 .

5, ibid, P.28
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forwvard against the small numbered presence of the
disunited Musl elements in the Deccans. Under the Khaljis
and the Tughl 6,,\phere were frequent summogings of Muslim
officers from the Deccan towards the exigencies in the )
northern India., For instance, Malik Kafur recalled
Ain~ulemulk with all the Musdim inhabitants of Daulatabad,
Such recalls, caused rebegllions on the part of the Mﬁslim
officers, With the establishment of the‘thmani kingdom
the connection with the north was cut off, Moreover,
conversions were not large, so the rulers 1nv1tethhe
foreign immigrants to augment their forces and folds. But
the local Muslims did not like the newcomers, This led to
civil strife. The central aristocracy at Delhi and its ‘
representatives in the south comprised chiefly of central
As ians of Turkish and Afghan heritage, while the newcomers
in the south came from the coasts around the Persian Gulf,
they being Syeds from Najaf, Karbala, and Persians from
Sistan, Khurasan, etc. As such, the conflict between the
southerners with their Habshi (Abyssinians) subofdinates
who had Settled earlier in the Deccan and the newcomers

from Iraq and Iran, precipitated the downfall of the
Bahmani kingdom7. In such circumstances, the influence of

6. ibid, P.29 5
7. ibid, P.31
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the Marathes naturally increased. The Maratha chieftains
swore unflinching 1§yal support to the Ahmadnagar, Bijapur
and Golcunda kingdoms.

Inkhji Jadhavrao of Sindkhed, who was Shivaji's
grand—-father from his mother's side, was the chief Maratha
noble at the court of Nizamshah of Ahmadnagar, He was in
the command of ten thousand horses. He always acted like a
duty bound feudatory. The Bhonsles of Verul, who were also
Shivaji's own ancestors, were in the service of the Sultan
of 4dhmadnegar. Shivaji's grandfather Maloji and his brother,
Vithoji were able men who rose from humble beginnings to
powerful positions. Maloji began his career under Jadhavrao
and finally got married his son Sahji (Shivaji's father)
to Jadhavrao's daughter Jijabaie. Bijapur patronised several
Maratha families such as the prominent Mores, The Mores of
Javli, near Mahabaleshwar, increased their power by their
strong loyalty to their Muslim overlords and also due to
thelr persistent campaigns against their own kinsmen. The
Nimbalkears of Phaltan, originally known as the Pawa~rs, had
emerged to be the pillars of the Bijapur sultunate.
Japalrao Naik was a prominent Nimbalkar noble who had the
same dash and vigour as that of Maloji Rizonsle. Phaltan
survived as a foudatory of the British government for &

long time. Prominent among the Maratha nobles serving

-

-

8. V.B.Eulkarni, Shivaji - The Portrait of a Patriot,
' Delhi, 1963, P.27




95

under the Deccan Muslims, were also the Ghorpades. Originally
known as the Bhosles, they had come t0 acquire the title
Ghorpade under the patronage of the Bahmani rule. It so
happened that a Bhosle had Scaled an impregnably regarded

fort in Konkan with only the aid of a ghorpad. Santaji
Ghorpade's name 12 known for having defeated Aurangzeb's

armies after the death of Shivaji, But a few Ghorpades of
Mudh&l indulged in treachery and intrigue against their own
kinsmen, In wars against Vijainagar, Bijapur employed thse
Services of armed Mudhols, In 1520, Maloji, the ruler of
Mudhol even died in his attempt to gain victory for the
Bijapur Sultan. His son, Karan Singh played an active role

in the coalition of the Muslim powers of the Deccan, which
ultimately caused the disintegration of the Vijaynagar

empire by 15&5. Mnd the fissiperous activities of Baji Ghorpade
‘during Shivaji's time, are a reflection of the limit of the
degraded condi%ion of moral and justice of the Ghorpades.
The achievements of the career of the Maratha nobles duriﬁg?
this time, i.e. before Spivaji, was based on self-interest,

9

treachery and submission to the Muslim authority”: They

lacked in having broad and noble ambitions and ideals, They

used to fight among themselves which proved to be

advantageous for the Muslims. The hope of restoring back

the country's unity and respect was not there., Neither
e e

-:_—:"""'—’
national sentiment nor unity of religion and language could

/—'——-M‘
9. ibid, P.29
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prevent their infights, The Maratha nobles of Bijapur,
Ahmadnagar snd Golcunda kept themSelves opposed to each
other and rivalries followed regarding matters of individual
dispute or hereditary feuds., On the other hand, the Kings
of the Bahmani dynasty foldowed the policy of divide and
rule. This they applied to the Marathas and thus kept their
subjects in a helpless and weak state. They utilizdd the
Maratha disunity end discord in the later centuries. They
were Successful in getting the adherence of the powerful
though misguided Maratha nobles, and so played with their
1ife and honour in their own manner. This disunity is very
well reflected in the uncompromising hostility as existed
between the Jadhavs of Sindhkhed and Shivaji's father and
grandfather, even though both families were allied together
through matrimonial alliesnces. Talfdhg advantege of the
Maratha disunity and thus fearing no opposition from them,
NizameShah went so far g to cause the death of the powerful
Maratha leader, Iunkhji Jadhavrao in 1229. In quite the same
manner, Shivaji's father's imprisonment and humilistion was
carried on by the Bijapur Sultan though the State's
stability depended significaﬁ%ly on Shahji. Thus we See
that the unfailing loyalty of the Marathas was ill-requited

10

by their Muslim sovereign® . Still, some rulers such as

Ibrahim Adil Shah provided a really dominant position to

10. ibid, P.30
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the Hindus in the court due to harbouring a catholic and
broad altitude, He was regarded as & 'Jagadguru' by the
Hindus, He easily won the gratitude of the Hindus, because
the Hindus had become so much debased that they took to any
8imple concession as an act of high generosity. On the
convrary, there was Mahmud Adil Shsh, who during Shivaji's
rise to power, behaved intolerantly and oppressed the

Hindus as he had adopted a state policy of discrimination
against them and thus d}d not a}low them to attain high
offices in his government. The Hindus could not claim an equal
position with the Muslims. It was ironical that no prominent
Maratha family, such as the Bhosles, Nimbalkars, Mores,
Ghorpades, etc, who were Sserving under the Sultan, raised
voices of protest sgainst this affront to their honour and

11

religion '. They were fit only to fight as game cocks

amongselves, and to perish for their masters,

' The personality of the Maratha nobles, was not
very impressive. They often used to look unsophisticated
and undignified, unlike the Rajput nobles. Though they
were quite good—nature@, they were also hot-headed. They
lacked aptitude for business, but loved Sports. One thing
was remarkable in them that they were proud of their'low/
origins, even.after having attained power, wealth and ;//

distinction'?,

11. ibid, P.31

12. Sir Richard Temple, The Mahratta Nationality
Delhi, 1921}, P.5 /

J

1
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We may now try to conclude upon the sSpect of the
social relations as prevailing in Medleval Deccan, due to

the presence of the two diversified communities of the

Muslims and the Hindus therein. The rulers belonged to

one community, i.e. Muslim and so they resorted to the
adoption of variamt policies of tolerance and intolerance

as inépired and compelled by the exigencies of the times

to suit their political demands and gains.‘if may ﬂé

pointed out that the Indian society of contemporary Deccen
was conceived as a synthesis of the two dominant c0mmnnitie8 -
Muslims and Hindus, For instdnce, a sixteenth century
inscription from Kunkelli mentions that if a Maratha(Hindu)
breaks the installation of a phallus, he would be regarded

as .a 8inner, and if a Muslim bresgks it, he will be also
regarded as having broken his pledge with the God. A Maratha
would be credited with having to visit Varanasi and a Muslim
to Mecca upon restoring it13. In an Adil Shahi Shahi Farman,
the oath of Khuda Rasul and theéﬁoly Quran has been prescribed,
Several instructions have been provided that the Council's
decisions should be respected by both the Muslims and the
Hindus'4, It is concluded on these oathe that the Hindus

and the Muslims were accepted by the people a8 integral

constituents of the social fabriec. Harmony between thes

1

13¢- A.R. Kulkarni, "Social relation in the Maratha
country in the Medievalkpgriod ’
1.H.C, 1970, P.237

14. ibid, P.237
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two constituents was a necessary factor for the co-existence
of the society &nd the successful execution of the state
policies. In Maharashtira, the Muslim activity of idol-

breask ing, temple-destruction, and mosque-construction was
not so vigorous as it was in the northern India, It is to
the credit of the Deccan Muslims that they were more
céncerned with activitiés such a8 colonization and extension
of land cultivation, rather than to sScare the people away

from the lands,

The Muslim civilization developed in southern
India, though on different lines from the process in the
northern India, with regard to race, creed, and language.o
In the north, throughout the dominant ethnic element in
Muslim age were the Turks in administration and war a}ike,
with the agsistance of the Persiesns in civil business,
In the Deccan, the Muslim community formed of Turks, Persians,
Abysinians, Mughals and indigenous Muslims, remained to be
a giaring minority among the multitude of the Hindu
population. That is why the Deccan Sultans depended so much
on the Marathes for administrative purposes. It may be
maintained that the Hindu influence had. come to affeet the
Deccan Sultanates even before Akbar formulated and practised
his religions and communities'?. In northern India, this ‘7<l

p¥ocess of cultural synthesis came late and could get

15. J.N.Sarkar, House of Shivg.:i_ﬁ_., balcutta, 1948, P03
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sufficient roots and fruits only by the time of Shahjahan,
We can illustrate this point by pointing out that the
Hindu dialect came to permeate the spsech of the Deccani
royalty. This mixed product was called Rekhta or Deccani
Urdu. It virtually became the langusge of the kings and‘
nobles, ministers and poets in the Muslim states Sf the

Deccan during the sixteenth century.

From having studisd the situation in the Deccan
and the relationship of the Maratha nobles with the Desccani
states, we now move towards the north so as to study the

situation of the Maratha nobility at the Mughal court,

Prom the seventeenth century, alcng with the
expans ion of the Mughal empire towards the Deccan, we notice
the inclusion of Marathas into the royal Mughal services,
The situation wes & particularly delicate one. The Marathss
were to be provided positions according to their own
preferences and satisfaction, while at the same time the
internal cohesion and balance of the Mughal nobility was
not to be disturbéd. Neither were the imperial resources
to be strained much. As it happened, this process ult imately

A

developed info 8 movement aimed at regional independence

in Maharsshtra'®,

16. Satish Chandra, Parties and

Court, 1707
e 9 |

politics at the Mughal
A0 i

’ ntroduction”,
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It was Malik Ambar who had first of all utilized
the services of the Maratha chiefs and their followers

(the bargis) on a sufficiently large scala17

. Subgeqnently,
the Mughals began to realize the significance of the
Maratha elements in the wars in the Deccan. Thus the
Maratha turncoats played a significant role in the crucial
defeat of Malik Amber in 1;1; at the hands of Shahnawasz
Khan, ¥Walik Amber, by employing the Marathas, had indirectly
rendered them beneficial services by providing them thus
military and political training. The prominent Marathas who
had rendered their services to him were Shahji Bhosle,
Vithalraj, his son Khepoji Bhosle, Mudhoji Nimbalkar of
Phaltan, Hambir Raeo Chandan, and Nogoji Rao Ghatge. On the
opposSite side in tha Mughal camp were Ilukhoji Jadhav Reo,
Uda Ram, Vishwanath and in the Bijapuri camp were Dhundiraj

18. The light Maratha horse-

Brahman, Ghate, and several others
system provided valugble auxiliaries to the Deccan forces
and Malik Ambar realized their value against the Mughals.,
Thus the chief significance of the Mughal campaigns in the
Deccan was that it provided opportunities for military
training and experience and political power,to the Marathas,

Malik Ambar was like Shivaji, a master of guerilla tactics
X

B

17. Athar Ali, op.cit. P.29
18. S.R.Sharma, . The Founding of the Maratha Freedom,
Caombay, 19635 .83 ?

{
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of warfare. His chief objeet was to serve his own maeter,

but unconsciously he was thus nourishing a potential power

in the form of the Marathes in the Deccan'®, o
At the beginning of the seventeenth century,

the prominent Marathas from the political and social points ,

of view were known as the Watandars and the Sardars®C, The

bigger Watandars held their positions in the capacity of

deshrmukhs or desais, deshpandeS or deShkulkarnis, mugaddams

(oohmukhB or desals, [ehpance® deShiuixarnis

etc. The Sardars possessed military following. They were

mostly enlisted as loose auxiliaries or bargis in the Bahmani

kingdoms. They used to plunder the enemy territories. They

received as salaries land revenue assignments generally

known a8 ‘mugasa' (in Marathi: mokasa). The principal source

of income for livelihood for these elements thus depended

upon their power to share the land revenue which they

collected due to hereditary titles which they received on

behalf of the State. Along with the disintegration of the’

Bahmani kingdom and with the increasing pressure from the

side¢ of the Mughals upon the state of the Deccan, the

-Qeshmukhs and desais etc, were now to be ﬁnfblded within *

the political and military administrative capacities of

ths Deceani states. Malik Anbar, Birhen Nizam Shoh(1508-53)

and Ibrahim Adil Shah (1534-57) were followers of this’

19, 4bid, P.83 __ W
20, Satish Chandra, "Shivaji and—the-Maratha Tanded~elements™
-0 [C& Indian Society: Historical Probings.
In memory of D.D:—Kowambi. Ed.R.S.sSharma,

New Delhi, 1974, P.249
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policy21

. But it was undoubtedly Malik Ambar who had an
abiding interest in the affairs of the Maratha watandars,
Weny Meratha families rose to high positions of power under
the patronage of Malik Ambar. One was the family of Shahji
Bhosle, who had received a grant in iéé2 of the Mokgsg of

the parganas of Sholapur and Poona from Malik Ambar.

Jahangir, the Mughal emperor, died in 1;27. His
death was followed by a turbulent period during which the,
enenies of the empire began to create opportunities for
themselves. The imperial family itself was ridden with many
dissensions, Nur Jahan forwarded the cause of her son=in-law,
Shahryar as the emperor and her brogher Asaf Khan that oé ‘
Khurram (Shahjshan) who was his son-in-law, as the emﬁeror.
KhuSrast son Dawar Beksh was used as a Scape-goat to pave
the way for Shahjghan who ascended the throne through the
mass of bloo@shed. As the new reign began, 80 occurred the
revolt of Khan Jahan Iodi who subsequently took refuge by
going over to the Deccan, Simultaneously, & new phase began
in the process of the recruitment of Meratha nobles in the
Mughal service, as soon .g8 Shahjahan became the emperor,
This process was the outcome of the real objective of
eiiminat ing the Ahmadnagar kingdom in the Deccan, for ghich

Shahjahan personally proceeded on towards the Deccan22.

‘2%,  ibid, P,250
22, ' Athar ‘Ali, op.cit. P.29
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In these circumstances prevailing at the Mughal
court, Shahji returned to the Nizamshahi kingdom. Due to
the haughty behaviour of Malik Ambar towards him, who had
derecognized his valuable services below the mark, Shahji
had temporarily alienated himself by joining the Bijapur
ranks during 1624—23. Meanwhile the rebel Khan Jahan Lodi
asked for support from Murtaza Nizamshah (1&29-30), as he
was pursued by the Mughal forces. AS a result, a temporary
allience came to be patched up between- Bijapur and
Ahmadnagar in support of Khan Jahan Iodi who had promised
to restore @he Deccani territories having been captured by
the Mughals., Bijapur was well-fortified and the allies so
unified that the Mughal forces led by Asaf Khan had to
return while accepting the terms put up by the DeccaniBZB.
But the situstion changed due to the treachery of Hamid
Khan., The coming to power of Mustafa Khan and his pro-Mughal
party in Bijapur during 1627-48 waB also notacalculated to
help in the pursunance 0f the united front against the
Mughals, Shahjahan was displeased over his father-in-law,
Asaf EKhan's failure at Bijapur., Meanwhile, the shocking
killing of Imkhji Jashav Rao and his family in July 1%29 by
Hamid Khan in the Nizemshahi generated an atmosphere of
intrigue and suspicion. Even the recthly restored Shahji

Bhosle was alienated from Murtaza. He and some other under

23. S.R, Sharma, Maratha history re-examined. 1295-1707
’ T bey— 5~ = ’

moay,
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the Nizamshahi services now planned to enter the Mughal
service. According to Abdul Hamid Lahori, Shajuji Bhosle

the son~in-law of Jadu Rai the Hindu commander of Nizamshah's
army, entered the Mughal camp of Azam Khan, He received a
Khil'at, & mansab of 5000, and a gift of two lacs of rupees.
His brother Minaji received & mansab of 3000 personel and
1500 horses, Samaji, son of Shuhuji, also received 2 mansab

24 Thus,Shahji Bhosle

of 2000 personal and 1000 horses
was successful in carving out a semi-independent prinéipality
for himself, at Poona and Bangalore, already in the time of
Shahjahanzs. This was a time when the increasing importance

of the Marathas also had its impact on the Mughad policy.

The Mughals had to meet this new challenge from towards the
Marathas., They resorted to strategy thus, Apart from military
operations they started encouraging the Maratha nobles towards

26

the folds of the Mughal nobility , thus satisfying the

cupidity of the Maratha noble elements,

We now come to study the 1life and times and the'

e

circumstances prevailing during Shivaji, the Great., Shivaji

had come to attain prominence during the reign of Shahjahan
himself. He emerged and remained to be a\foffiiuifader of

24, ibid, P.62
25. Satish Chandra, Parties and politics at the Mughal Court.
1707-1740. "Introduction". Delhi, 1972,
: P.XXXIX.

26, Athar Ali, op.cit. P.29
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the Marathas as he was the son of the former regent of
Ahmadnagar, grandson of Iakhoji Jadhavreo, and & near kinsman

of the ancient house of Phaltan27

. He could have easily
adopted & 1ife of a baron on Shahaji's estates, or could
have joined the services of the Bijgpur kingdom and risen up
in due course. 43 it was, he had well understood the short
lifespan of the Bijapur kingdom due to its internal divisions
and the Mughal onslaughts and dangers looming up more threa-
“.%eningiy thanbever. He could have thus also Joined the Mughal
army thh a coveted post ensured for him. Instead of all this,
' Shivaji took up the mighty tesk of the liberstion of the

Maratha state and Society28

o Shivaji formulated and practicgd
a policy of union and mutual trust among the Maratha nobles,
The aim being to raise the Marathas above nerrow prejudices

{ like self-interests, undue selfishness regarding their jegirs
or watans, The chief aim was to thus prepare the Marathas to
be able to thwart away the Mughal dangers looming up menacingly.
Shivaji attempted to enjoin men's interests to feel general
pride and shame in success and failure. The Ghadges, Mores,
Ghorpades, followed separatist interests and so thay had to
be disregarded by the superior forces or skill so that the
leading Maratha families could accept and follow and justify

the higher trust reposed in them by Shiveji. Thus several

27, C.V.Kincaid and Rao Bahadur D.,B.Parasnis; A history of the
Maratha people, london, 1931, P.131

28, . ibid, P.132
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Maratha nobles, such as Tanaji Malusare, his brother Suryaji,
Baji Fasalkar, Netaai Palkar, Prabhu Ba,]i Deshpande, Bala;li
Aoje, Brahman MoroPant Abaji sondev, Raghunath Narayan,
,Annaji Datto, Janardanpant Hanmante. Maratha.Prataprao Gujar,
‘ Hambirao Mohite, Santagi Ghorpade, Dhanaji Jadhav, ancedtors
of Partoai Bhonsle, UdaJi Pawar, Khanderao Dhabade. all

.Served under Shivaji loyally in his armie929

The medieval Maratha socio-pOIitical structure was
'bullt around on the basis of the 'watan' system. which beSpOke
. ___......_——-v

~of a feudal content and organizatlon. The SOClO—pOlitlcal
“order of tﬁz*ﬁg;;;Z;; owed much 0 the caste stratificatlon
of the four varnas, bra.hmin, kshatriya, vaishya, and sudras

:.IBeneath the surface of caste stratlfication, an effective
.1socio-economic SyStem waa in 0peration thirough the system of
_Athe,'watan . The watan signified a stats ‘grant to & person

~-who held an office or rendered service to the state3o
liThus, the Watandars, the holde?s of the watan grant, were

" '-_a.kin to the zamindars in the northers India, The network of
:‘the watans ranged from the Chattrapati, Peshwa, Sardar,-'
!Saranaamdar, and MokaSadar to the DGShmukh, Patil, Deshpande,

. and Kulkarni. TheSe indicated the different tiers of ranks,

'power, and prestige. The watan was manifested of the essence

. of Maratha‘feudaliSm,-wherein the major source of'production

%

29. M G. Ranade, Rise of the Maratha power, Delhi. 1974. ‘P.25

{30 P.V. Ranade, " Feudal content of Maharashtra D Dharma“
I.H.R. 1974. Vol.I, No.l. P. <45
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was agriculture. The Maratha nobility also possessed the

same class structure a5 was indicative of the ms 1im
nobility*@{\during meddeval India. Like the nobility of

the Delhi sultans and the Mughals, the Maratha nobles too
survived upon the surplus(%éfigg)that waS extracted out of ngﬁ
the peasantry., It has been maintaingd:that this class was

'chéracteristicai;y possessed of greed, and bore an unsatiated
quest for aggréﬁdizement31. The rise to power of the Maratha
watandars meant the rise of Marathas, And the ideological
part of the Maharashtra dharma helped the dominant Meratha
‘'watandars to consolidate their position among their pe0ple,.
end thms pave way for the expansion of the Maratha hegemony.
This psychological ideal was used to arouse the cormmon masses,
eSpecially Marathe peasagts, 80 88 to meet the Mughal power.
It vas only later on that it transformed into a plea for the
Maratha exactions of Chauth and Sardeshmukhi which was
legaliged plunder in a way32. It finally alienated the

\5____—__—_)"‘—‘-——
Marathas from other communities in India,

Shivaji did not lead opposition to the institutions
of the zamindari and other sSuperior rights in the land, nor
to the jagirdari system. We have the evidences of the
Sebhasad, which states that regarding the landed elements,
Shivaji demolished the castles and similar strongholds of

31.  ibid, P.46
32, ibid, P.50
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the desais, and took power from the mirasdars. He had
/"” et —
prohibited the latter from accepting inams or gifts or

ijara or revenue-farming, and had fixed up the dues due
from the gzamindars from the villages in both-cash and
grains. FPurther on, he had also determined the rights and
perquisites of the deshmukhs, deshkulkarnis, patil, and
e

kulkarnis. No doubt, his policy towards the 1anded elements

Nt e 2ty
turned out to be a 1ong—drawn battles His chief attention

was directed towards the more influentisl deshmukhs,

deSh—kulkarniS etc. who had sufficient strength enough to
33

form armies of their own and to build strongholds
Inspite of these administrative measures, it did not mean that
the Maratha gzamindars played no par$ in the revenue-collection.
They maintained their position of be;ng_the most significant
social element in the countryside areas., Shivaji had to
undertake a two-phased contest with the Maratha gamindars.
The first phase lasted upto 1%30. During this period, he
remained busy in gaining the support of the Maval deshrmukhs
80 as to enlarge and consolidate his personal jaglr around
Poona, During the second phase, in-between 1663-1674. he
concentrated on meeting and repelling the Mughal invasions
within,his territories. Regarding the contention that Shivaji
was against the jagirdari system, it may be said that he
—

33, Satish Chandra; "Shivaji and the Maratha landed elements”-
Indian Societys: HlstoricaI Probings. In Memory
of D.D. Kosambi. Ed; R.S ‘Sharme, New Delhi, 1974

P.253
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objected to the mokesa tenures in which & large portion of
the land was used to be assigned to the chisf nobles with
influential administrative powers. As such, Shivaji opposed
the grant of the Mokssa mahals, i,e. entire parganas having
administrative powers, Shivaji also ruled that the Mokasadars

were to be subjected to detailed reverue assessments like the

rayats. He, thus, attempted to introduce the Mokesa system ‘

a2\ A

on the pattern of the Mughal system of jegir. 1t may be, |
' %

thus, . &accepted that Shivaji no doubt made rigorous efforts
to check the abuse of power. He made attempts to strengthen
the kingship by thus trying to check the encroachients of
the deShpandes, deshmukhs, etc. on the privileges of the
kingship. It may be also stated categorically that he had no
plans to do away with the hereditary landed rights and jagir
Sovereignty in the Maratha state-system was not

\______-—-———“-—-—‘——‘ .~
exercised entirely by the king and his ministers. Neither

was the Maratha state a police state. It was inherent of a \
distinct social aim and had a moral outlook., The head of the
state regulated the political and administrative affairs,
.g8ocial and religious affairs within the state, based upon
the customs and the laws of the state. The Maratha state=
system was not despotic or democratic. geither can we
adjudge its government as being feudal aristocratic or

absolute monarchical’”, Actually, the broad based democracy

34. ibid, P,262

35, R.V, Oturker, "Theory of Sovereignty in Maratha state”.
I.H.C. 1961. P.242
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4

of village panchayats and of functiornal and caste groups,
was headed by & monarchical head and was councelled by a
feudal aristocracy. Thus we s8ee that all three constituents!
monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy, were all combined in

one in medieval Maharashtra36o

We now come to examine the Mughal-Maratha
relationship during the time of Aurangzeb. The period from
1%58 upto 1680 when Shivaji died, can be regarded as that of
the first phase of it, The rise of the Marathas created a

new situatio n37

o« The rise of the Marathas under Shivaji had
affected the formation of an autonomous state of the Marathas,
which naturally disturbed the political situation in the

Deccan, especially from the Mughal view-point,

In-between January,1g58 and March, 1g82, just a
few successes and no permanent results could be achieved by
the Mughals in the Deccan. This was due %0 personal and
political reasons. The imperial officers had grown tired of
the prolonged war with Shivaji. The Hindu officers in the
imperial camp secretly sympathised with Shivaji due to

38

personal reasons” , Moreover, the men and money supplied to

the Mughal governors of the Deccan amounted not even to the

36. ibid, P.242
37. Athar Ali, 02.9_&3. P.29

38, J.N. Sarkar, A short history of Auranggzeb. 1618-1707
Calcutta, 1941 » P, 188
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half of the actually desired amount so as to face up to the
kingdoms of the strength of Bijapur, Maharashtra, etc. '
These were a few factors working behind the failure of the
Mughals in the Deccan. The few important victories of
Aurangzeb during this period were those of Jaoli, Janjira,
and Pratapgad. He recognized Shivaji as the lord of all the
territories which were in his possession and called upon him

39

as an ally”", In 1657, Aurangzedb wrote that "Day by day, we

are becoming more victorious, See! the impregnable Bedar
fort, never before taken, and Kalyani, never 8tormed even
in men's dreams, have fallen in a day., Others would have

tried for Qays together to take them, but would have tried

in vain"4o

o Still these happy victories for Aurangzeb, made
Shivaji's resolve and ambitions even more stronger to see

to the end of the Mughal influence over Maharashtra, Compelled
by the exigencies of the times, Aurangzedb had to invite .
heartily the Maratha nobles to enter the Mughal services,

He even tried to lure Shivaji into becoming a Mughal noble,
with a grant of .5,000/5,000%', Through Raja Jai Singh's
mediations, Shivaji was called to the imperial court at

Agra, There, he and his son were introduced to Aurangzed in
1282. The emperor had an offering of 500 ashrafis and

6000 rupees, altogether 30,000 rupees. By a royal command,

39. C.V.Kincaid and Rao Bahadur D,B,Parasnis, op.cit. P.154
.40, 1bid, P.154 :
41, Athar Ali, op.cit., P.29
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Shivaji was made & panj-hazari42

. His young son t00 had
been privately made a panj-hagzari., Nathuji, a relative of
Shivaji, was also raised to the same position. Thus Shivaji
could claim nothing less a dignity than a haft-hazar1(7000)43,
But Shivaji was sore over the lukewarm recegtion he had
received. Shivajl successfully flew away from Agra., After

his return from Agra, Shivaji remained unenthusiastic about
wars with the Muéhals. He quitely began preparations for
organizing his forces and goﬁernment, and set upon to get
back  his lost forts. He approached Ja;swant Singh, the Rajput
noble at the Mughal court, for peace-negotiations with the
Mughals and offered Shambhuji to be)é Maghal mansabdqg,

which Aﬁrangzeb“accepted44. Tyus in 1828, a treaty follBwed
between Shivaji and Aurangzeb, Shivaji was, éccor@ingly,
conferred upon the title of Béjah by Aurangzeb and the .
mansab rank of 5,000 horse was continued on with in the \

case of Shambhuji?’

+ The fort of Chakan wes restored to
Shivaji. Following the new agreement, Shivaji sent a Maratha
cont ingent to Anraﬁgabad'under'the stewardship of Pratap Rao
and Niraji Raoji. Jagi¥s were assigned to Shambhuji in the

Deccan. During the period 1667 to 1669 Shivaji remained %o be

Sgp—

42, Xhafi Khan, Muntakhabu-l-lubab, in 'The history of India

[o) d by itS own own historians'. ihe Muhammadan
eriod. p6riod. VO1l.¥i1 ; Sir-H,.M, EIiiot and J.bowson,

. Calcutta, 186 P 276
43 . _ib,_i_d L4 P L 27

44. 1J-No Sarkar' OE.Cito P.217
45, C.V.Kincaid and D.B. Parasnis, op,cit. P.224
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nearly a vassal of the Mughals and so kept quiet46. The

Mughal military operations were-actively pursued against

the Marathes under the command of Sh'gaSta Khan from 1660

to 1662, under Jai Singh from during 1665, under Mahabat Khan
from 1673 to 1675, und er Bahadur Khan from 1673 to 1675.

and under Dilr Khan from 1678 to 167947. Thus a state of war
between Shivaji and the Mughals lasted for a prolonged period.
During this period, most of the imperial generals were languid,
and they hoodwinked their distant masters by maintaining
secret understandigg with Shivaji, They even accepted bribes
from him48.

Shivaji carried on with the spoilation of his
neighbours, He justified himself on the grounds that he was
compelled to maintain an army for the defence of the Marathas,
due to the Mughal emperor's policies towards him. He maintained
that this army must be paid through the aids coming out of the
demands of Chsuth and Serdeshmukhi as paid by the subjects of
Anrangzeb49. We present herewith & statement of revenue
receipts obtained by Shivaji as regards the collection from

the Mughal empireso.

. 46. J.H Sarkar’ 0 oCi » P 218 <

47. JdiN.Sarkar, Histog% of Aurangzeb. Vol,IV. Calcutta,
1912-50, P.10

48, 4ibid, P.14 »

49, 3bid, P.264 .

50. P.M.Joshi, (ed), Selections from Peshua Daftgﬁ,New Series,
VoI.I, Paper No.33/31, P.32, Bombay,1957
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This paper, (illustrated overleaf), represents the
figures of the total revenues of India, as obtained by
Shivaji when he was crowned at Raigad., It is an apt
1llustrat10n of that ruler's enquiring turn of mind. The

figures represent rupeess‘

A sagnificant phase in the MarathapMughal
relationship ended with the death of Shivaji in 1680. The
resources and territories which Shivaji had amasseq during
his lifetime, were, not, by any chance, dangerous or
' formidable to the Mughal interests. What was crucial from
Athe Mughal interest was the example which Shivaji had set
by his actions and Systems adopted’?, The spirit infused
by him in the Marathas wes also of crucial importance for

the Mughal interests,

The second phase of the Mughal-Maratha relationship
can be marked out in the period between 1280 and 1707. .
This phase begins with the reign of Shivaji's son and
Successor Shambhuji, An important development of this pefiod
vas'the flight of furangzeb's son, Prince Akbar to the
Deccan, In 1381, Prince Akbar, while at Shambhuji's court,
was accorded a daily subsistence allowance of EO hurs,

i.e. 300 rupees, By Shambhuji. Akbar's plans were to get the

51'. . _I_m

52, J.G.Duff, A history of the Mahrattas. Vol.Il.
Calcutta, 1918, P,242
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monay loan from Shambhuji, then join the Rajputs in the
Rajputana, chiefly the Rathors and the Sisodias, then invade
upper India and capture the imperial forces of Aurangzeb,
and there-after to occupy the imperial throne so as to
become the Mughal Sovereign’>. But Shambhuji thought it
futile to leave the safe terrains of the Deccan to proceed
towards the northern Indian plains, In his absence, Akbar
might have made attempts to subjugate Msharashtra. AS such,
being now convinced of his host's insincerity to his plans,
Prince Akbar plamned to leave him in 1;82.

In these circumstances, Aurangzeb's career entered
the last phase. This period was significant as the number of
Maratha nobles increased within the folds of the Mughal
nobility. A4S his difficulties incressed in proportion, and
the Deccan problem persisted on, Aurangzedb planned to
negotiate a settlement with the Marathas using Shahu as an
intermidiary and pretext. Shahu, the eldest son of Shambhuji,
had been brought up at the Mughal court as a prisoner since
the age of seven, after the surrender of Raigarh in {889.

In 1765. furangzeb prevailed upon Shahu to convert himself
into a Muslim, Next he attempted to divide the Marathas by
releasing Shahu., The terms of his release were to be negotiated

and settled with the major Maratha gemerals through Prince

53. J.N.Sarkar, History of Auranggzeb. VolyIV. Calcutta,
1912-30, P.336

L3
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Kam Baksh's med iation, To approach the Maratha leaders,
Rai Bhan Maratha, son of Vyankoji Bhosle of Tanjore, was
given a Mughal service, and created a é-hazar154, and waes
sent to visit Shahu, but this move ended in failure. After
all, there was no reason as to why should the Marathss
patch-up peace when they were still in power in the Deccan.
Shahu was thus again imprisoned at the imperial court,
Murengzeb was helpless, During the last year of his 11f§!
in 1707, he once again attempted to build up peacs efforts
with the Marathas, Shahu was thus transferred to the care of
Nusrut Jang., Rai bhan was posted under him to ﬁersuade the
Maratha leaders to seek out terms with Aurangzeb, as the
price of the release of Shalm, but of mo avail, A civil war
had taken place now among the Marathas. Rajas Bai tried to
sgize Tara Bai and Auranggeb's plans of having infused
additional dissenssions by bringing Shahu into these affairs,
. also failed’’. It was only after Aurangzeb died that Shahu's

freedom was planned by Prince Azam.

54, J.N.Sarkar, Trans; Nuskha-i-Dilkasha, as Part II in the
English translation of Tarikhei-Dilkusha in

4 Sir Jadunath Sarkar Birth Centerary ——
) Commemoration Volume, . . V.G.,Khobrekar,
P. 239 ’
550 JeNe Sal'kar’ OE- cit. .P0359

o
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After Rajaram's death, Tara Bai became very
influential in Maharashtra. She managed the state affairs
in her son's name. Tara Bai was opposed to the veteren
Ram igpandra Pant who was negotiating for the recall of
Shahu to Maharashtra, Tara Bai, with the support of
Parashuram Trimbak, Dhanajl, and Shankaraji Narayan, pursued
the war ,w:}.th,the“Mughals relentleSSiyss. She deSerVg‘s
commendatioz; for Maharashtra's success against heavy odds
during the eighteenth century. She used to make her commands
communicated outside through Giroji Yadav, her trusted
guardian of the Panhala fort,

The rise of Shahu synchroniges with that of the

Peshwas. 1t symbolized the eclipse 0f Ram Chandra Pant

Amatya, the well-known regenerator of the Maratha nationalit{s 7:‘

T v /
It was tragic that he, as the connecting link between the
0ld and the new order, became extinct. Iet us now review
the administrative activities of Chatrapati Shahu during his
early years, The Maratha kingdom, which at the time of his
death extended from Cauvery to the Ganges and Jumna,
comprised at the start of bhis reign of a small tract
surrounding Satara., It was comstantly threatened by Tara Bai,
the dowager queen of Rajaram on the south, and by the Mughals
on the north and the east, Shahu took to his new responsibi-
lities whole heartedly. He made new appointments, rewarded

56. GoSoSardesaig New historl of the MarathaS. Vol, I,
] Bombay, 1948, %372

57. 4bid, P.373
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his adherénts and followers, sent out orders for recovery
of dues from the ryots, and cautiously directed the movement
of his tr00p858. He had to suffer from financial strains.
The land of the Marathas was in an unsettled stage, as raids
and disturbances were carried on by Damgji Thorat, Chandrasen
Jadhav and other several Muslim sardars, Balaji Vishwanath
who became the primier of the Peshwa, was in confidence 0f
Shahu, along with his brother Janoji’’. He made rigorous
efforts for peace in the Maratha state. Through his tireless
efforts, without rmch resources at his behest Shahu triumphed
over his overwhelming difficulties®®, -

Shahu encouraged the prominent Maratha families,
Under the Seranjami system, there was scope for lucrative
military service. Now, even the Deccani and other brahmins,
who formerly kept confined to priesthood, took up military
service61. Shahu's regime provided Swaraj to the Marathas. ‘y
In wake of military conquest, Maratha life expanded in other
directions. Costly clothes and articles of use, court
etlquette pomp and manners of the North Indian nobility,
now cameé to be imitated all over the Deccan, The Maratha - -

58. Peshwa Daftar. No-T7(1707-1720) Early activities of
Shohu and Balajd V1shwan§%EUMT767ii7§6‘ -

59. 1ibid

60. ibid

61. G,S.Sardesai, Main Currents-of Maratha history,
Talcutta, 1926, P,118
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exactions of Chauth and Sardeshmukhi now took the colour of
usual taxes, paid by people to the government everywhere

a8 was donesa. s

The disintegrating character of the Mughal empire
was evident in the fact that the Mughals had failed to exploi
to their benefit from the turbulent situation that had come
to engulf Meharashtra after Shahu's return from the Mighal
court in 1707. Though the decline of thé Mughal power was
quite clear in Aurangzeb's time itSelf,has the Marathas had
fully controlled all Mughal encroachments in their own region,
And no doubt Aurangzeb's successors proved to be incapicitated

of recovering their lost sugzerainty in the Deccan.

The Peshwas, Balaji Vishwanath and Baji Rao I,
through their genius, thoroughly overshadowed the legitimate
government of the Mughal provinces of Gujarat, Malwa and
Bundelkhand, uptilli 1740, while_the Deccan proper was nearly

almost as good as ceded to them63

o To provide easy access

to particular areas, for the objective of plundering taxe¢s,

the Peshwa had authorized to Dabhade, Bhonsle, and Pawar
families, the regions of Gujarat, Berar, and Ihar respectively.

Malwa and Bundelkhand remained in his charge.

D

62. 4bid, P.120

63 J.N.Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal empires Vol.I.
Lalcutta, 1949, P.38
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The Marathas stamped their viectory over Delhi in
1719. Next, PFarukhsiyar was deposed from the Mughal throne,
The new Sovereign, Rafiud Darajat, granted a Farman to the
Marathas, obliging them with the collection of Chauth of
the six subahs of the Deccan including ths tributary states
of Tanjore, Trichinopoly ard Maisur. Yet another farman
granted them with the sardeshmukhi right over Deccan. While
the third farman confirmed Shahu in the possession of the

Swarajya of Shivaji§4.

These developments made clear the chinks in the
halo of the Mughal empire's 'greatness', which had previously
awed the Marathas. Now the Marathas were treated at the
Mughal court not a8 mercenaries but a8 the allies of the
kingmakers: Balaji Vishwanath thus clearly saw the potential
grounds for the build-up of the Maratha power, through
enlisting the Rajput support. The build-up of the Maratha
power initially called for an adjustment of interests for
internal peace. Balaji Vishwanath aequired this through
the Maratha feudatory system which made the chiefs interf
dependent. Secondly, he worked to secure & sphere of
influence. This he achieved through the treaty of 1718-19
which granted to the Marathas Swarajya and other rights of
collection of Chauth and Sardeshmukhi in the six subahs of

64. H.N,Sinha, "The New Foundations of Maratha power"
1,H.C., 1961, P,236
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the Deccans By the grant of these rights, the emperor
virtually assigned to them & portion of the sovereign
rights, The preservation of peace and order was now for
and under and by the Marathas, Thus a sphere of influence
was created by the Marathas which went on increasing with
every peshwa, and with the decline of the Mughal empir965.
In a way, the extension of the collection rights of chauth
and sardeshmukhi to the Marathas in thevsix subahs of the
Deccan, was reflective of a dual Mughal-Hargtha land revénue
administration, in these Mughal territories®®. Besides the
bearing of political implications, these grants of the
chauth and sardeshmukhi collection, also bore far-reaching
economic consequence8 in the Mughal territories. These grants
had stipulated that the yield on this amount would be four
and a half crore of rupees out of the entire estimated
revenue of about eighteen crores of rupees. But the land was
so devastated by wars that after Aurangzeb's death the actudl
yield was only of about half the estimated revenue., However,
because of the depressed state of the land, the Maratha
portions took nearly the entire amount of receipts and
little could be received by the Mughal exchequer67. This
exhausted the gamindars' paying capability, while the Mughal
agents could not recover any amount, All this ruined the [)

— —_—

Mughal economy.

65. ibid, P,239

66. M.,A.Nayeem, "The working of the Chauth and Sardeshmukhi
System in the Mughal provinces of the Deccan.
1707—1803 A.’D.“’ MQS.HQRQQ 19770 VOIQXI‘V?;’&NOQZ
67. ibid, P.188
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In comparison to the other successor states in
Gujarat, Bengal, Oudh, Malwa, Hyderabad, Mysore, Punjab,
cf dvring early eighteenth century, the Marathas left.the
legacy of the most complete and organized administrative
record, The Marathas undertook four significantly distinct
stages of military expansion, which simultaneously worked up
the loosening of the Mughal administrative systeméa. The
earliest Maratha forays were based on camp-raidings. In the
second, stage, the new leadership of the Peshwas made it
possible to co~ordinate raids of perhaps 1000 to 5000 troops,
even larger. The third stage during 1730s saw regular attacks
on garrisons and towns, In the fourth stage, the Peshwa
assembled about 10,000 troops to defeat a Mughal main fofce

in 173857,

It is worth noting that the peasants in the Mughal
territories were driven under the influence of the Marathas
due to some reasons., The oppression of the peasantry was }

——— T ‘
carried on by the tyrannical pattis, faujdars, and zamindars,
who used to extract money from the peasants on every and any
pretext7o. The zamindars paid the dam or dirampnly after

having extracted it from the peasants. The Maratha forays

68. Stewart N.Gordon, "The Slow Conquest: Administrative
Integration of Malwa into the Maratha empire.
-4720-1760". Modern Asian Studies, Vol.II,1977

69. ibid ,

T0. Irfan Habib, The-Agrarian System of Muﬁhal indis.
1556=-1707. Zerox. Jawaharlal Nehru -

Univers ity Library. Delhi. P.347
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also aggravated the peasantry, through the extortion of
money e2nd plunderings. The peasants of the Deccan hed
suffered for a long time, even before Shivaji's rise, under
the pressure of the Mughals against the Deccan kingdoms7’.
large areas were ravaged, grain was seized, people were
enslaved by the invading armies. Thus the peasants were in
flight when Surangzeb came as the Viceroy of the Deccan /

for his second term there,

~
i

We will now provide & sketch of somé of the notablq
comtemporary Maratha nobles and noble houses. Not all
Maratha families were on the national side during their
struggle with Auranggzeb, For their own various reasSons, many

Maratha families served the Mughal government with distinction,

The noble house of Jadav Rao of Sindhkhed, Shivaji's
mither's family, had entered Shahjshan's service around
1630. This was after the murder of lakhji Jadav Rao. They
stayed on the imperial side for several generations. ;anyoji
shirke, and his sons, who were related to Rajaram's mother's
family after being persecuted by Shambhuji, had been appointed
to high posts within th§: Mughal government. They along with
Naegoji Mane who was the thanedar of Masnad and a Mughal

71 ibid, P.348



126

partisan from 1E94. remained loyal to the Mughals and rendered
valuable serviées to them. Three other important nobles at

the Mughal court were Avjl Adhal who was the thanedar of
Khanapur, Ramchandra who was the thanedar of Khatau and who
died fighting in 1700, and Baharji Pandhre who was the
thanedar of Kashigaon. Another significant Maratha noble at
the Mughal court was Satvaji Dafle who had a chequered

career72. His family also served under the Adil Shahi kiﬁgS.’

On the decline of that dynasty, they joined the Mughals.
Satvaji's son, Baji Chavan Daf}e died while lead ing the party
at the seige of Satara in 1700y Satvaji had left the Mughal
seryice before 1;95 but rejoined them in 1701 while he was
created a 5-hagzari and provided with a jagir due to his late

son's heroism.

Thousands of Mavles or the Maratha hill infantry
served under Aurangzeb, though they never added much to ths
imperial army73. Because their equipments were inferior
than the regular Mughal troops, their captains also changed
sides frequently and fought carelessly for their paymaster.

T2. JoN,. Sark_gr, 09.0117_’ Po359
T73. ibid, P.360
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Netaji Palkar, a prominent general of Shivaji,
disagreed with him and joined the Mughals and got himself
converted to Islam., Aurangzebd Sent him on an exped ition
to Afghanistan as the subordinate of Jai Singh, He was
granted a2 mansab by the Mughals and also a jagir in the
Deccan. He served under the Mughals for a decade74. Af ter

this, he returned to Shivaji's fold and reconverted himself

again to Hinduism,

Janoji Jaswant Nimbalkar was the son of Rao Rambha,
Rao Rambha (Ramphaji Deccani) was appointed to the Deccan
and was given a‘high office during Aurangzeb's time, Janoji
distinguished himself in the battles with Alam Ali Khan and
Mubriz Khan Imad-ul-Mulk, S0 he received the rank of 7000
with 7060 horses, After Asaf Jah's death he was given a
suitablé rank and held hereditary estates. His son Maha Rao
held government service. Janoji died in 1762—-8375.

Malujil and Parsuji vwere brothers of Kaneluji Bhonsle,
In Shahjahan's time, Kheluji joined the Mughal Service and
was attached to Khan Zaman who was the son of Mahabat Khan,
and was the governor of the Deccan including Berar and

Khandesh., His rank was raised to 5000 foot with 5000 horse.

74. V.K.Kanole, "Some light on the descendants of Netaji
: Palkar". I.H.CO 1961. P.138

75. Shah Nawaz Khan, Magthir-ul-Umara, Vol.I, PP.750-751
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A congratulatory order was sent to him along with a robe of
honour, a decorated dagger, a flag, a drum, a horse with
gilded saddle and an elephant, He was made a Deccan auxiliary
and proved to be a trusted royal servant., He distinguished
himself in the early part of the siege of Danlatabad in the
company of Khan Khanan. He later on joined Adil sheh and
confronted the iﬁperial armiés} Prince Aurangzeb captured-
giﬁ in the thirteenth year.of hisigovernorhhip aﬁd punished
him. Maluji and éérsuji, Eheluji's yomnger brothers
distinguished themselves with the Nizam _'_Shahs76.‘ Maluji

was Subsequently drawn to the Mughal s¢rvice. He was given
the rank of 5000 foot and 5000 horse and also a drum. Both

. brothers were faithful to the Deccani governors, When Brince
”Aurangzeb blanned ?6 conquer Baglana, Maluji vas given tha@
duty with.BOOQ‘men, Maluji suggessfullylperformed his duty,_‘
Daring the gdve:qgﬁce of Er;hcg Marad Baksh, Maluji was one
of the most iﬁ;;rtant Deccani officers. Maluji helped Prince
Aurangzeb in {:ﬁhe collgctidn of tribute from Deogarh. He
joiﬁed Auranggéb in the besieging.of Golcunda, The two

- brothers received the fief of Irij Bhandar end Some paraganas
in its neighbﬁurhbbd; They served as auxiliafies when Jaswant
Singh was_Sent to Malwa, and also participated in the battle
of Ujjain. Iater on in the battle of Samugarh, they were on

Dara shikoh's side._They joined Aurangzeb when he emerged

T6. * ibid, Vol.II. P.43
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victorjous in the war of succession, But as Auranggeb had
his resentment against them, they were removed from office.,
But Maluji was granted pension of 30,000 while Parsuai of
20,000 rupees77. .
Udaji Ram was a brahmin, He acquired the zamindari
of the territories extending from Mahog to Mahkar.‘In the
time of Jahangir he was enlisted &8s an imperial noble. He
was given the rank of 4000 Ihat and horse and was included
as an Deccani auxiliary., When the imperial‘?orces came to
Balaghat they relied on his local knowledge., Mahabat Khan
also honoured him and all the Deccani governors respected

. His son was given the rank of 3000 foot and 2000 horseS,
Shahuji Bhonsle joined the imperial service in

Shahjahan's time, Ho was made & Panj hagari and given

5000 horses,

Shal, the Son of Sambhaji, was brought to the
Mughal court after his father's death. The emperor granted
him the title of Raja and a mansab of 7000 with 7000 horses'>.
He was assigned a place inside royal enclosure and was brought
up under royal supervision., Later on he settled down at Sataras

77. ibid, P.44
78. 4ibid, P.968
79. 4bid, P.790
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On the basis of the Kaifiyats and Genealogies as
/

collected in the Peshwa Daftars, we give here a 1list of the

important Maratha historical families®C,

Kaifiyats

1, Anyaba Rahatekan
2, Anandrao Babur
3, Anandrac Malhar Tanjavarkar
4, Ehatik Kumaji Baloji
5. Krishnarao Narayan Joshi
" 6. Krishnasha of Jawhar
7. Krishnaji Dabhade
8. Khanderao Ganesh Odhekar
9. Khando Gomaji Purandare
10. Gangadhan Govind Bham
11. Ganesh Shammaj Subhedan
12. Chandrarao More
13. Anandrao Gopal Supekar
14, Trimbakrao Sonavani
15. Daulatrao led Watharkar
16. Naro Mareshwar Bhagwat
17. Ramaji Yadav Bhovalkar
18, Naro Ganesh Ok
19, Pandurang Abaji Kale
20. Parvgsikar Kolhatkar
21. Bacheji Vishwanath Khandekar
22, Lilaram Narasinha Deshpande
23. Bshiro Narayan Pingale of Pratapgad
24, Balaji Raghunath Patwardhan
25. Bajirao Subhanji Rananavare
26. Mir Sadatulla Khan, Kiledar of Trimbak

80. EGShWQ DaftarS. P.D. 440 PP01-2




27.
28,
29.
30,
31.
32,
33.
34.
35
56.
37.
38,
39.
40,

Genealogies

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10,
11,
12,
13,
14.
15.
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Mir Sahadat Tulakha
Morshet Karmji

Rangarao Vinayak Purandare
Ravirao Sindia N
Ramchandra Nilkanth Page
Yeshwantrao Bhonsle Sakhrikar
Ramchandra Vyankatesh Gune Kalekar
Iakshman Santajirao Ihaybhar
Vithal Chintaman Punekar
Khanderao Rasti

Vishwasreo Bhaskar Gokhals
Vyankatz:ao Shivaji Marathe
Sadashiv Shamrao Koregaonkar
Sadashiw{ Raghunath Gadre

81

Anandrao Gopal Supekar

Abaji Raghunath, Chitnis to Sindia of Gwalior
Avji Kavde

Ichharampant Dhere

Krishambhat Kashibhat Rajarshi
Konhdr Trimbak Ekbote

Ganesh Narayan Dhadphale
Chapaji Tilekar

Janes Bhintada

Janardan Appaji Brande

Chahuji Naik Chihul of Purandar
Tukeram of Dehu (saint)

Trimbak Hari, Subha of Supa
Dhondo Mahadeo, Senakarte

Naras ingrao Thaygude

81.

ibid



16,
17.
18.
19,
20.
21,
22,
23,
24.
25.
26.
27.
28,
29.
30.
31.
32.
330
34.
35.
36
37
38.
39.
40,
41.
42,

Naro Anant Parchure
Parashurampant Pratinidhi
Pilaji Jadhavrao

Prayag Anant Phanse
Prataprao Gujar

Baji Bhivrao Rethekar
Bahaji Vithal Karkhanis of Rurandar
Balaji Kate, Deshmukh ~
Manakeshwar Dhaygude
Mahada ji Krishna Joshi
Moropant Pingalse
Yeshwantrao Potris

Ragho Iakshman Purandare
Ramchandra Ganesh Kanede
Ramchandra Damodar Ambikar
Shankaraji Malhar

Shamji Govind Takle
Shamrao Ambgji Kirkole
Santaji Somvanshi
Gopalbhat Barve

Hari Ballal Phadke

Bapuji Bhimsen Parasnis
Mahadajdipant Rajmachikar
Naro Gangadher Mujumdar
Vishwanathpant Behere
Gadadhar Prahlad Pratinidhi
Hande, Deshmukh
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the Mughal empire:

We 'now provide a list of Maratha nobles during

82

Name

Shambhaji

Maluji Deccani
Ne%oji )

Jadaun Rai Deccani
Damaji

Parsoji Deccani
Dataji Deccani
Jagjiwan, Udaji Ram
Antaji Khandakala
Bgba Ji Bhonsla
Mana Ji Bhonsla
Rustom Rao

Trimbak Ji Bhonsla
Naruji Deccani
Vyas Rao or Biyas Rao
Dadaji

Tanuji

Baguji Deccani
Rambheji Deccani
Daku Ji

Raghu Ji

Shargza Ras Kawa
Chatru Ji Deccani
Mana Ji

Garkhu Ji

Raghu Ji Ghoparay
Pahla VWijai

Raja Shahu

Bank
6000/6000
5000/5000
5000/~
4000/ 2500
4000/1300
3000/2000
3000/2000
3000/2000
3000/ 2000
2500/1500
2500/1500
250071200
2500/1000
2000/1600
2000/1200
2000/1000
2000/1000
1500/1500
1500/1200
1500/1000
1500/1000
1500/900
1000/1000
1000/700
1000/600
1000/500
1000/300
7000/7000
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Kanjuji Shirke
Satwad Dafalya

Man Singh, S/o0. Sanbhaji
Rai Bhan

Achla Ji Nimbalkar Deccani
Malu Ji

Nagu Ji Mane
Bahraji Pandhre
Sume Shankar

Pars Ram

Khevji

Sujan Rao

Rana Ji Jdanardan
dJanku Ji

Nethu Ji Deccani
Yaswant Rao Deccani
Baji Chavan Dafle
Siya Ji

Jakia Deshmukh
Tarsu Ji or Parsu Ji
Taku Ji

Neta Ji

Dholu J4

Anand Rao

Bhan Purshit
Krishna Ji

Patang Rao

Jadrawat

Jewa Ji Pandit
Badar Ji or Pada Ji
Baji Rao

Jadaun Rai Deccani{

Rank

60005000
6000/5000
6000/1000
6000/~

5000/5000
5000/ 5000
5000/4000
5000/3000
5000/3000
5000/3000
5000/2500
5000/2000
5000/ 2000
5000/ 1200
5000/~ .
4000/ 4000
4000/

4000/~

3500/ 2000
3500/~

3000/3000
3000/3000
3000/3000
3000/3000
3000/2500
3000/2000
3000/2000
3000/2000
3000/ 2000
3000/1500
3000/1000
3000/=
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dagat Rai Deshmukh
Manku Ji Deccani
Mahan dJi
Sambhaji J1 Bandhara
Sadhu Ji

Bhali Rao

Nero Ji Raghav
Mahad Ji Mane
“Raghu dJ1

Kondaji

Ram Chand
Mahman Ji

Mana Ji

Rao Dena Ji
Teema dJi

I su Ji Deccani
Arju Ji

Maku Ji

Rao Ji

Dau Ji

dau Ji

Madho Ji Narayan
Shiv Ji

Daundi Rgo

Kan Rao

Rana Ji

Sadhu Ji

Tuku J4

Auchi Auhal Rao
Jalu Ji

Aku J4

Bhali Rao

Malu Ji

Rank
3000/~
2500/ 2000
2500/2000
2500/2000
2500/2000
2500/2000
2500/2000
2500/1500
2500/1500
2500/1000
2000/2000
2000/2000
2000/2000
2000/2000
2000/1000
2000/1000
2000/ 1000
2000/1000
2000/500
2000/500
2000/5007
2000/~
1500/1500
1500/1000
1500/1000
1500/ 1000
1500/1000
1%00/700
1500/700
1500/500
1500/500
1200/1200
1000/1000

135



Name
Bajey
Sivi Ji
dasa Ji
Dalu Ji
Anba Ji
Neba Ji
Mana Ji
Amba Ji
Ram Rao
Mana Ji
Khandu Ji
Deo Ji
Malu Ji
Siv Ji
Bahr Ji
Bir Bhan
Neta dJi
Baya' Ji
Chandhuji
Rao Joghat
Birmaji
Rao Man Singh
Vyankat
Jagdeo Rai
Dev ji
Madan Singh
Kheluji
hama ji
Tanujd
Malhar Rao

Rank
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/1000
1000/500
1000/400
1000/700
1000/700
1000/700
1000/700
1000/700
1000/500
1000/500
1000/450
1000/500
1000/1000
1000/500
1000/500
1000/900
1000/~
High Rank
High Rank
High Rank
High Rank
High Rank
High Rank
High Rank
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CHAPTER - 5

NOBILITY IN MUGHAL ADMINISTRATION

The Mughal political system was despotic. In such
a monarchical state System the fate and fortunes of all the
nobles, whether Hindus or Muslims, depended on the general
approval of the highest authority in the state, i.e. the
emperor, The institution of the court was therefore very
crucial, because the nobility looksd towards the court_for
its personal gratification, official and non-official‘.
The emperor, on the other hand, had to depend on the nobility
because he had to govern the empire through its help and
services. The emperor's interests were thus twofold., He had
t0 S8ee whether the nobles actually carried out his orders
or not e@d also whether they mis-appr0priaf3d their power

or notz. Thus a study of the exact relationship existing
between the Mughal nobility and the Mughal court becomes

imperative, in the process also analysing the fruitful
relationship gover®ning the Mughal nobility to the Mughal

emperor.

1. Abul Fazl, Ain-i-~-Akbari, Vol.II, tr, Jarrett,

Calcutta, 1949. P.93
20 Ibid, P.108
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An easy and comfortable division can be executed
so far as the Mughal nobility is concerned. This division
applies to the Mughal nobility all through its existence
from Babur down to Aurangzeb and Bahadur Shah, First, the
two Sections of the Mughal nobility done on this basis are
called Tainat-i-rakab, and Tainat—:{psubajatB. The Tainate i~

St—

raksb comprised those nobles‘who were posted at the court
—

itselt? . And the Tainat-i-subajat comprised thdse nobles

who were posted in the outlying units of the empire, ramely
the provincial unitas. It may be also. stated here that these
divisions were complimentary and flexible. These divisions
were executed chiefly and primar}ly on the postings of
di}fer;ht officials or nobles, But all these nobles could be
very comfortably changed and intermixed from group to group,
Thus, it can be re-stated that these two divisions of the
administra?ive Mughal nobility were flexibleuand inter=

changeable,

The Mughal nobility was attuned to fixed rules and
regulations. For example, all the different gradations of
the Mughal nobility required the practice of one fixed

tradition. This was, that before the actual transfer of the

3, Muhammad Salih Kambo, Amal.i-Salih, ed.—G.Yazdani,
Bib. Ind, Calcutta, 1923-46, P,.72

4. 1Ibid, P.81
5, Ibid, P.85
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H

noble, he was subjected to a strict disciplinarian presence

at the court level itSelfG. This was done before the concerned
noble proceeded to his new place of transfer and assignment,
where it may be7. But as it was, the noble was not required

to present himself at the court in one case. This was, that,
if his transfer was due to any fault committed by him, his
presence at the court was not required any mores. Any noble,
who used to come to the court without the imperial grant of
permission, was considered and subjected to be disﬁisséd

from his paternal postg.

The administrative divisions of the Mughal nobility

into the Tainat-i=-rakab and Tainat-i-subajat was done while
- = :

kKeeping note of the different essentia; elemsnts into view1o.
Such nobles who had organising and administrative talents,
were on the whole deputed to the out-dying districts of
the.empire“. Such nobles rarely did make their appearance at
the court and they were not even re@uired to éive the ir
presence a2t the level of the court. Such a condition changed
only then, when, the presence of thg,nobles was determinded}g

esgential at the court12. The nobles coming under the

6. Bayazid Biyat, Tagkara-i-Humayun wa_ Akbary; &d. M.Hidayat
'Hosain 15-.- Ind, 1 410 Po61o

7. Ibid, P.63

8., Muhammad Hashim Khafi' Khan, Mun b-al-Inbab, ed.
K,D.Ahmad and Haig, Bib.In n_g"ld, alcatta, It 860—‘-74) P.175

/
9. Niceolao Manucci, Storia Do Mogor. Vol.I, 1653-1708,
tr. W.Irvine,igandon, 1907-8) P.123 ,
10. Francois Bernier, Travels in-the Mogul empire, tr.A.Constable

ed . Smith;@QEiﬁi, 1968y P.218

11, Ibid, P,221
12, Ipid, P.230 ,
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periphery of QEEEEE:E:EEEab, were kept present at the

court in the capital to be serving and acting as a unit

in reserve. Such nobles were asked to deputise for the
state in all the different military and pplitical campaigns
of the state13. As such, such nobles who were of eminent
ranks and of high sbilities, were stationed under the .
watchfull eyes of the emperor himself. So that they may be
put to any urgent military duty as may be required from
time t? time14. The Mughal emperors algo kept maintaining
a comparatively large force ready at their urgent disposal

80 that no military general however, powerful he may be,

may not be able to exercise such a thing as a coup d:/jfggéée’//

There were certain systems prevailing at the
Mughal court as regards the court etiquette, customs,
rituals, common and uncommon practices, and so on. The
Mughal nobles, those who were stationed at the capital,
were required to present themselves two times in a day
before the emperor. They were to be presented before the
emperor every morning and evening all through the year16.
But this rule was also flexible under times of duration,

such as personal illness, private business and So on17.

13, Ibid, P.223. .
14, Viiliam Irvine, The army of the Indian Moghuls./ London,
P.51

190
15, Ibid, P.54, )
16. J.N,Sarkar, Mugha administration{%alcutta,192®. P.B2.
17. 1Ibid, P.84. -
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Before the emperor and esSpecially on ceremonial ogcassions,
definite rules and rituals were Strictly observed, Thus

the nobles were presented beforeé the emperor in their
proper order of r?nks, pésitiOn and precedence's. Proper
and distinctive rows of nobles signified there exact ranks
and p081t10n, each noble standing at his Very defznite and

19

”appomted situatlon . None of the nobles could sit down

20

N _while the ‘proceedings of the court were in progress o

~ After the ‘emperor had formally sat down.upon the throne,n
none of the nobles could leave his presence without obtaining
the formal permiSSan of-the”emper°r2’¢ Without*obtaining

+he emperor's permission, no noble could come to the court

22

with arms”". No noble could arrive in a palkd& within the //

confines of what;was*callgd the gulab-bar or the enclosure

23

ofryha'empérqr's.private place of residence ~. Those

colours which were ‘declared to be illegal by the shariat;

were prohibited to be used by the nobles, especially whilse

in and around the cou:r'tz4

. The nobles were also prohibited
to don the half sleeves and they could'not, according to

- _'the rules, wound Shawls around their shoulders while in the

18, M.H:Khafi Khan, . og.cit Vol.II, P.472
19.. Ibid, Vol,II, P.190 -
20. N:Manucei, 9pic it, Vol.I. P.147

2. Ihir bl4e ~ |
23. Aninuddin Khen, Malumat-ul-Afag, N.K, Biition,1870, P.52 .
240 Ibid P. 53
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mighty end honourable presence of the emperorzs. The Mughal
emperors had algso prohibited the eating and exchange of
betel-leaves or pan by the nobles in the court as it was
considered_to be & breach in the maintenance of court
etiquette®, The most significards task performed by the
nobles while at court was connected with the mounting of
guards at the royal palacez7. This practice remained as it

was from Akbar down to Bahadurshsh. The Ruropean traveller,
Jean'BaptiSte Tavernier has“offered a graphic picture of,

]

the same,

"The first court is, as I have elsewhere’
said, surrounded by porticoes with small rooms
connected with them, and here it is that the
Qnrahs stay while they are on guard for it
should be remarkgd that one of the Qmrahs mounts
guard every week., He disposes both in the court
as also about the Emperor's palaces or thah
vhen he is in the field, the cavalry under his
command, and many elephants. The best of these
Qmrahs command 2000 horses, but, when a prince
of the blood royal is on guard, he commands

upto 6000"

25. Anand Ram Mukhlis, Mirat-al-Istilah 7.5, K.B.K.0.
Z Librery, ’Pm,. ’ L

26. N.Mamucci, op.cit, Vol. I. P 202
27. Abul Fazl, op.cit, Vol.I. P.267

28. J.B.Tavernier, Travels in India 1640-67.(jf.v. Ball,
Vol.I. Tondon, 8895 PP.302-3.
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Again}. -

®The principal nobles mount guard every
VMonday, each in his turn and they_are not
relieved before the end of & week. Some of
these nobles‘command 5000 or EOOO horses and

encamp: under their tents around the town" 22

But absence from mounting guard in case of s8ickness,
marrisge and death was also to be Seen and there were rules

about it°°,

Whenever the emperor rode an elephant for the
occassijion of a procession, the nobles followed him riding

31

on their personal horses”’ , And when the emperor was himself

riding a horse, the nobles used to follow him on foot32.
Several ceremonial rules and regulations of the court were
chiefly the privilege of the emperor. The chisef reason as

. to why were these court rules and regulations so stringent
and so elaborate, was to keep the nobles in check, to check

their recalcitrance and to impress upon them the aura of

29. Ibid, Vol.I, P.126

30. dJean De Thevenot, The Indian travels of Thevenot and
Careri, ed. S.N.Sen, Delhi, 1949, P.248

31. J.B.Tavernier, op.cit, Vol.I. P.308
32. .Ibid, P.310. ’
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3. In those

the emperor's power, position, and prestige3
Mughal times all this was a part of the basically intimate
and essential instruments of the state government and

administration34

» The Mughal emperors maintained and
practised their pomp and splendour very essentially so as
to make the nobility aware that it was much below the
emperor's prestige and position and that its power and
position depended on the emperor's goodwill and 1iking35.
Moreover, the Mughal emperors were always in need to
emphasize to their subjects that all the nobles were their
paid servants, and they themSelves were_glone everything

and everybody, they being the supremos36,

The Mughal nobility was decorated with hondrary
titles and distinction837. The Mughal rulers followed the -..
policy of giving incentive t0 the people to pave the way
for a better state, society, and cultureBsé In this way
they succeeded in gaining the support and cooperation of
the Hindustani messes. Among the different distinctive

marks of honour presented by the Mughal emperors to people

33, V.A.Smith, Akbar the great Mogul, Oxford, 1919. P.89

34, . Ibid, P.93

35. Peter Mundy, Travels ip Asia, Vol.1I, London,1914. P.199
36. Ibid, Vol. II, P.202 o

37. Jahangir, Tusuk-i-Jahangiri, Aligarh, 1863-64. P.92.

38, Ibid, P.94
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were significantly known as titles, standaerds, kettle-drums
or nakarrahs, robes of horour, and various presents ranging
from belel-leaves t0 jewelled daggers and swords, etb;39

The Buropean ‘traveller, -Niccolao Mamucel has remerked that,

"The king confers these rames @ither as
a mark of distinction and of the esteem he holds
‘them 'in by reasons of their services, or else
from friendship and liking. These lords can .

‘agquire more wealth as well as more t1tles"4o
The same author also states that,

"At present thére is a very great number
of them; but in Shahjahan's days, it was not so,
and it wes very hafd t0~ac§uire~these titles,
for it was at once necessary to give a heavy
payment and produce enough to malntain a great

diaplay"'41 .

. A title which was once granted, used to serve as .
officially és_the name of the individual noble éoncérnéd.

Maﬁy‘titles were kept reserved for the Muslim nobles, and .

39. Ibid, PP.96-97
40, W,I anucci, op. ¢it; Vol.II, P. 359
41, Ibid, Vol,II, P.369
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42

other titles for the Hindus'S, Some titles were kept

in rederve for the common m2s8ses8 as pertaining to the

achievement of excellence in the different professions,

The title of *Khan' was of pre-eminent importance,

So the Mughal administration used to take great care so

that

had as yet mot achieved the required position

last

came

the title of 'Khan' may not be given to any mnoble who
42 During the
days of the Mughal empire, the element of heredity

to be witnessed, &8 a result of which if any son of

a'dead noble proved to be worthy then in such a case he was

44

provided with his dead father's title ', It was also seen

that

the same title was not given to more than one person,

because two persons could not hold this $itle at the

8 ame

time45. Titles were also given to those if they had

changed their titles or had received new ones in place of

the o0ld ones, Some titles, such as those of Mahabat Khan,

Amir

-~

\-_\—.——
Khan and so on, were held by other nobles even afteréyé ¢
R L

the actual holders werqﬂggad46. Those titles, which pertained

S~——

to important nobles before, attached an immense prestige and

value, The nobles often were bqsy in buying such titles by

offering gifts and bribes, et:c:.‘l'7 The titles to the Mughal '

42,
43.

44.

45.
46,
47.

Ibid, Vol,I1II, PP.366-69

Abdul Hamid Iahori, Badshah-Nama, ed. Mauloi Kabiruddia-
and Maulvi ! #bdur Rahim, Bib, Ind.Calcutta,1867-68.
P.22
Saqi Mustaid Khan,Maas ir-i-.Al iri,Bib. Ind,Calcutta,1871.
P.489

M,H.Khafi Khan, OEQCi:b_o VOIQII' P.627
Saqi Mustaid Khan, opscit, P.489
Ibid, P.489
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nobles were awarded at the emperor's accession, on the day
of the Naorogz or the Persian New Year day, as also on the
birthday of the emperor, and also on the victory day of any
Mughal imperial military campaign48. Khilats or'ques of
honour were given to the nobles to signify the emperor's
gratitude and favour. These robes of honour consﬁsted of
upto sSix or seven pieces of cloth and ornaments and were of

49

various shades and colours - . The robes of honour wvere

provided on the same days on which the title8 were conferred

upon the\noblesso

. Ti{e Hindu nobles were conferred upon the
robes of honour during the important Hindu festival of

Dushehra’ !,

Emperor Akbar conferred upon the nobles various

standards such as é&gg, Chatrtoq, -Tumantoq, Jhanda, etcsz.

During the later Mughal period, another new standard,

Mah i-Maratib, came into being, The standard of Mahi-Maratib
was8 in practice during the Sultunate period of Indian history,
and was also prevalent in the Muslim kingdoms of southern

India”’ . This standard became the highest honour of state
in the Mughal empire, and it was Ziven to only those nobles

48. AH, Lshori, op.cit, P.46 _

49. J.B.Tavernier, op.cit. Vol.I, P.163

50. 1Ibid, P.163 . -

51. Muhammad Kazim, Alemgir Nama, Calcutta,1865=73: P.57
52, Abul Fagzl, op.cit. Vol.I. PP,29-30

53. A.H. Lahori, op.cit. PP.398-99

¢
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who were in the rank of 7000 or above’?. Similarly, the
standard of Alam was conferred upon only those nobles who

55

were in the rank of 1000 or above””. Naubat was conferred

56. On the occassion

on a noble of the rank of 2000 or above
of the conferring of these standards, the nobles were gi\'ren
cash offerings by the emperors, besides several other
varleties of gifts such as jewels, swords and daggers,
elephants and horsess7. There were some standards which

were conferred on very rare occassions, such as Padm-i~murasa

and Sarpech-i-yamaniBs. There were several othsr ways

through which the Muéhal emperors showed their generosity
towards the nobles, for example they used to write formal
letters of good wishes and congratulations to the highest

of their noblessg. Whenever any particular relative of any
important noble died,_ﬂ}e emperors Sent their :condolences

to the bereaved nobleGo. The most important and influential
of the nobles were related quite often to the emperor himself,
because the emperor and his sons used to choose their
prospective brides from families of such nobles who had an

aristocratic background and rich financial and cultural

54. 1bid, P.400 _
55. Anand Ram Mukhlis, op.cit. f.16a
56. J1bid, f. 16a .

57. Chandra Bhan Barhaman, Guldasta, M.S. K,B.,K.0., Library,
Patl]a’ P053.

58, Jawahar Mal Bekas, Dastur-al-Amel, M.S.K.B.K.0O. Library,
Patna, PP.72-74.

_59. A.H’. Ia.h.ori' On.cit. P,'24
60. 1Ibid, P.349. ‘
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61. In this context, mention may be made of the

he;itages
great and powerful Rajput houses who provided well-born
brides to the Mughal imperial family for generations at
end62. When theﬂMughal emperors asked f£6T brides eijpher
for himself or for his soms, it was considered as a very
honourable jesture op his part, and though limited to only
a few S8elscted families, this accounted to the acquisition
of a lot of imperigl favour and pfestige for the concerned

families of nobles®>

. However, as the political exigencies
of the timeg demanded,ithe Mughal emperors, never themselves,
gave the women-folk of their imperial families to any noble
however p#estigious ﬂis family may be, the fate_of the

ladies of the imperial family thus being sealed64.

An overview of 'the role of the Mansabdars or
nobles in the public service of the Mughal empire;, is
necessary, The Mughal government did not believe in national/,
reconstruction, Its worsl respomnsibility lay in the !
ma intenance of lgw #nd justice, political and social order,
prevention of crimes, and prevention of violent conflicts

betwden the different sections of the Mughal society65d

61, J.B.Tavernier, op.cit. Vol.II, PP,96-98
62.. Abul Fazl, op.cit. Vol,1I, P.88

65. 1bid, P.64 :

64. .Ibid, P.E7 . -
’/;65.' Ibid, PP.201-~3 ‘
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The chief Mughal state activity revolved around the
organisation of the military, collection of revenue,
functioning of the judicial system, and so on. The
Judiciary was an independent unit in itself, but the
remaining functions of the government were assigned_to,

and worked out in practice by the Mughal?MbnSabdarS66.

The Jansabdari organization included into its
fold g1l the administrative services, this being not done
by any subdivisions into military, financial and executive
Systems. Military duties were nearly always superimpogeq
upon the Mansabdars according to their ranks of Suwar67.
Separate divisions had to be formed in the administrative
Set-up with the posts of the faujdar who was in charge of
the military and civil affairs, the diwan who was in charge
of finance, the kotwal who did police duties, and so on68.
Thus, the position held by the Mansabdars required them to
perform different types of duties. A4s such, though for just
name-Sake, there existed no difference between the civil and

military functions of the Mansabdars, yet a8 a matter of

fact, civilfRevenue) and military duties were very often

66. N.Manucci, op.cit. Vol,III. P,.89
67. Ibid, Vol,IV, P.108 o
68. Peter Mundy, op.cit, Vel.II. PP.62466
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given to different perwons who had an apt knowledge and
training and experience in that particular field69,

As such, nobles like Jai Singh, Dalpat_Bundela, etc. wWere
always given military duties to perform and were neyer
assigned financial or revenue duties7o. There were some
nobles who were always assigned financial and exscutive
duties such as Raja Raghunath, Fazil Khan, and 80 on71o
However, there are also examples of the Same mansabdars
Serving in different departments at alternative times,

For example, Amanant Khan, the diwan of Bijapur amd sServed

o Commandant of Aurangabad72.

The Mughal judiciary was on the whole a Separate
institution because the functions required a specific
academic training. Thus the judicial officers such as the
Qazis and the Sadrs could only expect and get suitable
careers in a-Single branch alone73. Several Mughal nobles
such as Syed Jalal Khan, Abdul Wahab, etc. Served as

74

gudicial in charaeter °. The. judicial nobility was never

69. J.B.Tavernier, op.cit. Vol.I, PP.97-98

70. Shah Nawaz Khan, Maasir-al-Umara. Patna, 1888,
ol.I1I, PP.447-51

71, Ibid, Vol.II, PP.49-52

72, 1Ibia, Vol.I, P.288

73. N.Mamuceci,.op.cit. Vol.I, P.119

74. Shah Nawaz Khan, 0p.cit. Vol,III. PP.447-51
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assigned any financial and executive duties because the
Mughal government thought it wisely to refrain their
administrative ambit;ons. The Mughal judiciary was not

ent irely an independint institution, but upto a great

extent it exercised its power as a restraint updn the
tyrannical attitudes and practices of the executiva75.

In the same spirit, the Mughal administrators and thg
nobility always cdnsiée?eq ﬁhe‘judiciary‘to be an
independent and separate institution, which had no{hing to
do with the country's administration in the normal‘tihes76.
If the judiciary ever interferfed in administrative affairs,
then the nobles let out their resentment, for example the
powerful Mughal noble Mahabat Khan had ssyeral times
protested against the increase in power of the Qrzis and
judges dn the Mughal empire77; Theoretically, a Mansabdar
after accepting Fhe charge of the manSab became a sort of

a 8lave of the emperor. His duties passed over from just
supplying the nécessary contingents or fulfilling other
obligational requirements from his personal rank and staﬁus78.
Practically, he could be assigned to any office, even withot

receiving the specific salary attached to the mode and

75. Syjan Rai Bhandari, Khulssat-ut Tawarikh, ed, Zafar Hasan,
z Delhi, 1918, P.72
76. Jlbid, P.73

77. 1bid, P.75

-

78. P. Mundy, op.cit. Vol.I. PP.86-87
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status of the post and work assigned to him., In fact, his
personal emolument covered everything, and if the said
Mansabdar failed to satisfy the emperor's wish by

neglecting his duty, then in such a case, his allowance _
wes not reduced but his ManSab rank and Status were reduced .
Definite rules, in course of time, were developed to form

a relationship between any post and rank held by the
mansabdar assigned to that particular post, There'existed
three important executive posts in the provinces. First,

the Nazim or Subedar or Governor, the Faujdar, and thirdly
the Thanedarsp. Nobles of the rank of 2500 to TOOC:. were made
governors generally81_ For the post of the faujdar, normally
mansabdars of the ranks of in-between 500 to 5000 were
appointed, and the charges or duties of the faujdar varied
considerablysz. Some faujdaris were assigned to the local
noble elements, such as the jagirdars., In Some faujdaris im
every prbvince, the charge of governing them was given to

a Subedar who governed it through a deputy and appointed

a mar; of his own choice for its administration and made him

responsible for governing it>>. In the matter of 2dministrative

79. Ibid, P.97

80, Yusuf Mirsk, Magiar~i-Shahjahani. Vol.II. Karachi,196t,
P.22-25
81, 1Ibid, P.32

82. ¢ Ibid,\ P037 - —-— -—
83, J.N,Sarkar,Mughal administrationg Calcutta,1920,PP.63-67
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charges, the post of the faujdar was §mmediate1y succeeded
by that of the thanedar., The exact character and functions
of the thanedar and the limits and boundaries of the

control exercised over the thanedars by the local faujdars,

- 84

during the Mughal empire is not clear °, Some thanedaris

during the Mughal empire were So important that nobles of

very high ranks alone were appointed for those pos:l;ses.

"Generally, those nobles who were in_the rank of 200 and

86. In the 9dministrative

above, were appointed as thanedars
and financial spheres, the post of Diwan, Mir Bakshi, Second
Bakshi, Third Bakshi, and so on we‘re important87. The post
of the Central Diwan was the most cru;::ial one and eminent

88. The post

nobles such as Wagir Khan were appointeq\to it
of Mir Bakshi was also very important and it was given to
first-ranking nobles such as Bahramend Khan®>. To the posts
of Second and Third Bakshi, only nobles of second strata

90

were appointed” . The Mughal nobles, thus were given

different offices in different departments, and they were

84. V.A. Smith, Opecit. P.91
85. P.Mundy, Op.cit, Vol.I. P.72
86. Ibid, P.T4

87. Munshi Nand Ram Kayasth Srivastava, Siyaq Namg,
Incknow, 1879, P.3£§7
88, Ibid, P.41

'89. M.H.Khafi Khan, op.cit, Vol.II, P.407
90. Shah Naway Khan, Op.cit, Vol.I, P.311
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Sentvto any province on any pretext or essignment which

the ﬁughal emperors thought as essential. Throughout the
liﬂe-s;an of the Mughal empire, numerous nobles were
transferred to all parts of the empire, with the result
that all the Mughal nobles had at one time or other, served

in almost all variant regions of the empir991.

Thus, a deep relationship exisSted between the
Mansabdari system and the administrative system of the .
Mughal empire, The}%ansabéari institution cdmpriﬂed the
civil,. fipancial and\military Services, leaving aside the
judiciary, because any Mansabdar had Some military obligation
though he could be assigned to do any gdministrative job. And
‘whereas the Mans#sb held by any noble and the actual pOSt-
aésigned to him were indirectly related; a general
reLationship’existed between the two 2. The MUghal‘ansabdars
were truly speaking the governing class of the empire, and
were different from the Buropean nobility of seventeenth
centyry which had been pushed out of the administrative

93

Services””, The Mughal nobility had an important role to

play in the Mughal administrative set-up and it maintained

91, J.N.Sarkar, Mughal administration, Calcutta,1920, P.106
92, Ibid, P.124
93. Ibid, P.131
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its inner cohesion by the sSystem of constant transfers,
ard it can be maintained that the Mughal nobility was a

truly national and an all India body.

The Mughal nobles' conduct in the administrative
Set-up of the Mughal empire may also be examined. The
Mughal nobility wes in itself always combining the roles
of an aristocrecy and that of a bureaucratic organizafion94.
Thus, the Mughal nobility's irole as a bureaucracy must be
examined., The Mughal nobles' conduct was always subjected
to the control and influence of the emperors, who used to
promote them, demote them, depose then, and reward and
punish them according to their own discfefioniand according
t0 the exigercies of thé timesgs. But in its own turn, the
imperial policy in governing this control and influernce was
largely influenced by the premises of the object of the

M""’
national construction was lacking, yet the maintainance of
- = = ’7""':":____‘_——»“""

o

governance oif the Mughal state. Though the objective-of 14/

N

K mom = =TT =

/-

lav ard order and the relief in times‘of general distress
was present at all times in the policies' vf the Mughal
gevernrent. Much emphasis was put on the mystic or religious

Sensibilities, in conjunction to the idea 5f sulh- i-kul
e re——————
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of during Akbar down %o the Shariat of kurangzebgG. Thus
et saly

the Mughal imperial government played the role of morality,

at least theoretically, if not practically, in all its

fields of activities. The wholesale attention of the state

was drawn towards increasing its income, augmenting its

military resources, and maintaining day-to-day. administration

on sn efficient basis '

« The Mughal nobles were demoted
because of disobedience to the emperor's orders, not
discharging functions upto the satisfaction of the empecor,
and not maintaining in full the required rank of contingent,
infringement upon the royal prerogative, maintaining
eonnections with the enemies, Sympathizing with the rebels,

and Showing cowardice in any military action98

« Another very
important set of .ules was as regards the immoral activities
indulged upon by the nobles, such as drinking etc., which
brought about reduction in their ranks. Tyrannical behaviour,
maladministration, marder, theft, etc., alsc brought about

Severe punishment899

. But during the later Mughal period,
leniency by the Mughal emperors, was to be Seen in Such
caseS. Thus followed the abolishion of many illegal taxes on

merchants and peasants, bringing up a situation wherein due

96, J.N.Sarkar, Studies in Aurangzeb's reign, Calcutta.19?zl

97. J.N,Sarkar, Mughal administration, Calcutta,19f§§ PP.32-33
98, 1lbid, PP.52-56 '
99. M.H.Khafi Khan, gg:cit., Vol,II, PP.275=-78
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to the lack of any stringent imperial control, the noble's

t100. But the nobles

personal conscience was alone importan
had no conscience, a8 18 evidenced by the fact that bribery
was widely prevalent throughout the Mughal empire, and ths
Mughal nobles Justifie@ themselves by taking and giving

bribes 0}

. The Mughal nobles used to aim for presents and
gifts for doing anything, even for acts done under imperial
orders or in accordance W;th the specified duties of their
posts1°2. The Ruropean traveller Niccolao Manucci writes that
the faujdars and governors turned out from houses, lands and
villages, the people to whom these had been given by the
imperial farmans unless and until they gave to them gifts

and presentsm3

+ Thus, in the Mughal empire, it was through
bribery that the masses could gain the attention of the
administrators either for their personal protection or for
someone's destruction. A more severe direct attention was

taken by the administration in cases and instances of

100. Charles Fawcett, ed, English fadtories -in India,
’ 16 = 4' Xfordy 1933, P0203—05
101. _I_l_)_igp P0204 '
102. Ibid, P.204 - ’ '

103, N.  Manucci, op.cit. Vol.III. P.232
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embezzlement, becau&e, here, the central treasury was
directly affected'®4. Thus the Mughal nobility wes -
extremely short-sighted, 28 they had persondal gains in
their minds and not national reconstruction or’the
interests of state in mind. 4s such, the éivil adminis-
tration, the military administration, and the diplomatic
administration all collapsed syStemetically, leading

t0 the dinevitable downfall of the Mugha¥3empire af?eg

1707,

104, Charles Fawcett, op.cit.. 1670-77, P.267
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CHAPTER VI

ECONOMIC ORGANISATION OF NOBILITY

The nobility during the Mughal period was in a
position of access where it‘could receive rich and heavy
income from various quarters. The life-s8tyle of the
nobility of this period was 1ndeed luxurious. The nobility ‘
of this period had accummulated rich dxvidends economically.
To gain respect from their contemporaries and their emperors,
the Mughal nobles indulged in heavy'moneﬁéry exbégsesf.
'The'Mughal emperors had a first hand kpowiedge,of the
individual wealth of their nobleé, And so}lthe-n0blés did _

not shy away from spending, not being able to savc anythihg2.
| During'the Mnghal times, thelhighcr ranks of the:jmpcrial
Services were highly'remuneratiV§,»when.compared to the
higher ranks ;3 state services in India during the British
period or(ggffpendent Ingggzeor any place in the world in

the same periods’, During t?e Mughal times, no other career

in India could carry with it such monetary attractions4.

This i1s why, a career in 7he higher imperial services,

1. 4. N, Sarker, Mughal adminiStratio_& Calcutta, 1920}, P.79
2, Ibid, P.80

3. W.H.Moreland, Indza at_the death of Akbar, Delhi.1974.P 70
4. Ibid, P.70 ( . ' '

N
N,

N
v
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attracted the most talented men from 811 over wesStern and
central Asia, and brought them to the fore of Mughal
nobilitys. It was a common activity amo ng the Mughal
nobility to indulge in trade gnd commerce. They traded
with merchants from as far_as Hormuz, Phillipines, Mocha,
Bantam, Achin, and Bassora6. A hugh quant ity of money passed
through the ﬂughal nobles' activities in trade and commerce
of that time,

Shah jahan's commander-in-chief, Asaf Khan, who
held the rank of 9000/9000, enjoyed a total salary of
18 crores and 20 lekhs fDams. After paying the salary of .
his téOOPB, he pocketed_;;f‘income of nearly 50 lakhs of
rupees. At Iahore he built a costly palace for himself
from a capital of 20 lakhs of rupees and lived there lavishly,
Upon his death, he left a treasure of more than 2 crores and
£ifty lakhs of rupees., This huge treasure consisted of
precious stones of 30 lakhs, gold mohurs of 42 lakhs, gold

and silver utensils of 30 lakhs, and one crore and 25 lakhs
of rupees in cas 7. Another Mughal noble, Muhammad Khan had

5. 1bid, P.T1

6. J.B.Tavernier, Travels in India, 1640-67, London, 1889,
V.1, .37

7. Abdul Hamid Iahori, Badshgh-Nama, Calcutta, 1867-68,
PP,68-69
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amassed & treasure over ten crores of rupeese‘ The personal
treasure 0f Shshjahan's noble, Ali VMardan Khan amounted to
30 lakhs of rupeesg. However, very fe® among the Mughal
nobles could save from their fortunes because of their
extravagant ways and means of living. The minimal cost
of the necessities of life as it was during,the Mughel times,’
encouraged and helped the Mughal nobles %o save and in turn
Spend on the various luxuries in which they indulged in,
Moreover, they always dreaded that after death, their
property would be confiscated by the state, and so they never
really opted to sagve their money. Thus, the Mughal nobles, -
besides spending, often landed themselves into heavy debts1o
Thus there were few Mughal nobles, who were actually ridh,
but a large number among them conSiStgd of those who were
living in debt dowm to their knees11. The rich presents
handed over by the Mughal nobles to the Mughal emperors all
through their carger, and the expensive households they
m2 intained proved to be suicidal for them dn the- end\2

The establishments of the Mughal nobility were “the miniatures 01

the royal household. Thus it was patural that the resources

L
8. Abdul Qadi Badayunl, Muntakhat-ut-tawarikh C'alcutta,

9.. Mahammad Salih Kambo, Amad;i-Saldh,<g?1cutta, 1923—46 P.124
10,‘Francois Bernier, Travels in the Mogul e_pire,(?elhi.196 ’

11. Ibid, P.214
12, 1bid, P.215




163
of the Mughal nobles often became exhausted, and the nobles
began to extract money from the general people in order to
maintain the extravagant ways of their living. The extrava-
gance of the Mughal nobility had a diffe?ent effect on the
general economic situation in the 1and13. The people
belonging to the weaker sections of the’state. espscially
those in ordinary state services, developed an inferiority
complex and started to ape the living style of the Mughal
nobility14. The Mughal nobles lived in pomp and Splendour,
Each noble had in his eﬁploy hundreds of attendants,
Whenever any Mughaltnoble came out into the streets of the
towns and cities they had a large following of servents and

15

slaves “. A noble never walked in the streets alone, without

anybody to attend_upon them. It became a sort of well-

practised custom16. A Mughal noble maintained a horde of

f/—_—““\ .
horses and\elephants according to the requirements of their /
dignity.1lll the large establishments of the Mughal nobles
must have meant 2 huge amount of money even though the wages

of the servants and slaves were low and the living very
18 ‘

§

cheap when compared to the modern times' . The Stables of’

13." Ibid, P.210 . L .
14,  Ibid, P.82 .

15. - J.N.Sarkar, op.cit, P.T1
16, Ibid, P.72 o
17. JIbid, P.99

18, 1Ibid, P.98
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a Mughal noble were an esSsential part of his establishment,
and the life ag a cawp was more expensive and extravagant
than the 1ife at the capital city'’. The Mughal emperors
alvays travelled in extreme luxury and comfort, This
precedence exemplified by the imperial camp was followed
upon by the Mughal nchleszo. The nobles competed each
other in matters of the Sizes of their tents and the overall
impact of their extravagance and splendour. The tents of the
nobles were designed by brocade and velveteen. They were
lined with tafetta and damask, and also gold linings2'. The
Mughal nobles spent a large part of their income in purchesing
Jewellery. They thus purchased gold, silver and precious
stones in huge quantityza. A large portion of the jewellery
a8 possessed by the Mughal nobles ultimately mingled up with
the imperial treasury because of the Mughal nobles' habit
0f handing over presents to the Mughal emperorsaB. The
Mughal nobles also gspent fortunes on palacial build ings.
Babur started to build a palace in Agra, he asked the
nobility to follow his example, @and they in return followed
nis wish?4, Following Akbar who built the palatial complex

19. 1Ibid, P.99
20. Ibid, P.72
21. Ibid, P.75
22, Idbid, P.77
23, 1bid, P.78
24. Z2hiruddin Babur, Babur Nama, Delhi, 1970, P.47
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at Fateh Pur Sikri, his nobles built meny costly palaces
and towers2, After Akbar laid the fourdation of the
fortress at Fateh Pur Sikri, he asked his nobles to build
lofty palaces in and around the holy city. He also asked

26, Tne

them to dig out a big tank in the neighbourhood
nobles of the Mughal times also spent enormously om their
dresses and ward-robes., The dresses were all of véry costly
materials and their types and fashions were many 7. But the
Mughal nobles, as soon as they reached a status, they were
provided with enougk means 0 lead the life-style according

28

to their ranks™ , The Mughal emperors did not toigrate v

nobles who were not properly dressed up before coming before
his august preSencezg. Besides his opportunate 8alary, the
Maughal noble also had several other means to increase his

30

income””, To win over the favours of the emperors, it was

necessary for the Mughal nobles to exibitd proper and
exuberant splendour. #s such, the Mughal court was unparellel

in splendour and magnificenee in all the countries31.

2_5. A, QoBadayuni, OEQCit, VOchI' P.112
26, 1bid, P.137

27. Muhd. Qasim Shah Firishta, Tar:lkh—i—Firishta, Bombay,

1832, PP.44~45
28. A,Q.Badayuni, op.cit, P.205

29, Ibid, P.155
30, W.H.Moreland, From Akbar to Aurangzeb, Delhi, 1972,P.293
%1, Ibid, P.132
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But it may also be stated that all this fortune

of the Mughal Anobility couJ.d be finally appropriated by

the state govei'nment. ‘Thée Mughal 'noble"s jagir was not his

landed eetate or his terrltorial heredltary possession

even durihg his 1ife-time, not to speak of the situation

after his dee.‘l;h3

2

. Those astates which were c}ompar,itlvely

bigger in si'ze"possessed both civil and crimina’l— Jurisdic-

. tmns but unhereditary%, The nobles exercised only those

' _r;ghts over the land. whlch were & pert of the government,

‘and which in turn had given him such powers,

'the government as the produce was

34

"For- examp le, -

. .'_the power of realls:mg that amunt wh;l.ch was the uhare of

e The nobles Who held

‘-je,gir and- were thus - termed a8 jag:.rdars, ware governmerﬁt

offxclals. As such, they could be removed from their jegirs

on the pleasure e,nd discretion of the emperor35 The Ffughal

-‘nobles' cou-ld not- ever act egainst the wish-es of the emperor

bec'a'.uée"reéalcitrant' tendencies were fo'rciblv cu'nbed down

by the emperors. And then they could only remann in’

" ‘obscurlty for the rest of their lives

36

3

. It were the Hindu R

.32,

33
- 344

35,
ey

A, Q.Badayuni, o) .ci ’ PP 106-08

Ibid P.107

N A. Sidd iqui, Iand-revenue adm:LniStratlon under the
. Jughals, Bombay, 19770, PP.130-40

Ibid P 142

seventeenth century", Abr-Na

'S, A.A. Rizvi, "The Mughal elite in the sixteenth and
‘ —_EaﬁF/T—n, 197 1,PP ;:82-85
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chieftains alone, who had the full possession of their lands

x

10
4
iy

foL a great limit, Because, even they had to submit

since ages, who were independent of the imperial control

ujwittingly upto a more formidable political for0637. The
e

ory and practice of the state control over land gave rise
many evils and proved to be disastrous for the society's
e10pment38. The unlimited nature of the emperor's demands

land, and its frequency were both to be criticized39.

The Buropean traveller, Francois Bernier, relates the

pdthetic condition of the land during the Wughal times to

the lack of proprietary rights among the Mughal nobles;

"From what d have said, a question will
naturaliy arise, whether it would nof be more
advantageous for the king as well as for the
people, if the former ceased to be sole
possessor of the land, and the right of
private property.were recognized in the Indies
as it 48 with us., I have carefully compared the
condition of 3hr6pean states, where that right
is ackn0wleéged, with the condition of those

. 37
?8
39

e« 1bid, PP.92-93
e N.er S’iddiqui, 0 QCit, Posg

.- Ibid, P.93
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countries where it is not known, and an-
persuaded that the absencsd of it among the

people is injurious to the best interesis
of the sovereign himSelf"40.

A8 regards the sxtreme high standard of life of the

Mughal nobles and its economic aspect, Francois Bernier

writes;

1
1

"They maintain the splendour of the court,
and are never Seen out-of-doors but in the
most Superbdb apparel; mounted sSometimes on an
elephant, sometimes on horse.-back, and not
infréquently in a Palkey attended by many of
their cavalry, and by a large body of servants
on foot, who take their station in front, and
at either side of their lord, not only to clear
the way, but to flap the flies and brush off
the dust with tails of peacocks; to carry the
picquedent or spittoon, water to allay the
Qmrah's thirst, and somet imes @&ccount-books,

and other papers” 4 .

40. F. Bernier, op,cit, P.226
41. ibid, PPe213-14
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On some occasions, the nobles obtained permission
from the emperor to carry along a part of their fortune

to his home in a foreign country, or to the Muslim holy

_?pﬁlaéces of pilgrimage such as Arabia425 But such occassions

were few and far-between. The emperor usually gave such

permission if he was eager t0 remove any noble out of the

country on political consideration?’ « It was a beneficial

measure, a8 all the wealth of the nobles remained :m Ind;a

and was ultimately dist:i'ibuted among the poorer sections .
44

of the society . Due to theSe wvery reasons the Mughal nobles

diq not strive to accummulate and save but on the contrary

45

{ .
believed in spending °, The nobles believed in,and practised

thé dictum that the greater pomp and splendour they would
ex‘-:ibitt, the greater would be their 1nf_1nence_gmong the
le%sser nobles as well as the emperor hinxSe1f46. Many nobles
1n:c}u1ged in gambling end other such side-9ports47.

Acq!:::ording to the Buropean traveller, John De Iaet, the
opulence of the Mughal nobles was very difficult to describe,

because their only concern in life and times was to Sacure

_gaéh kind of pleasﬁre that_was possible in human lifa48.

42. Ibid, P52

43, 1Ibid, P.54

44. Ibid, P.55

45. 1Ibid, P.62

- X
46. M.A.Ansari,"Some aspectS of the social life at the court
. of . the, great Mughs: mic Culture, 1962 July,P.187
g P BT LT —
Ibid, P18

—~
48, John De I=met, The empire of the great Mogol,Bombay,1928,P.90



170

' The Mughal nobility was not a landed class g8

1

was the European nobility during the med ieval times. The
revenue assignments or jagirs of the Mughal nobles were
a%ways transferable. Many of the Mughal noblesS were as
a matter of fact Nagdis which meant that they got their

salaries directly from the central tressury and that also

49

iﬁ the form of cash-Salary'”., Thus we ean maintain that

»

tﬁe Mughal nobles did not comprise a class of hereditary
landlords, But it can be also maintained that ﬁhey were
e%ther not a commercial ruling bOdyso. Theirvchief aim in
life was to receive salaries, and they did not depénd uposn
cémmercial gains, The British nobility contemporary to the
Mughal nobility, belonged to the middle class of merchants,
But this was not the case with the Mughal nobilit&s‘. There

are but a rare examples of Mughal nobles rising from the

class of mercantiles. Mir Jumla,for one, can be cited for

exampla, as.a merchent turning into a political figure

52

dquring the latter part of the Mughal rule” . The European

49. 1Ibid, P.92
50, JIbid, P.93

51. Niccolao Mamucci, Storia Do Mogor, Vol.I, london,
' 1707-8, P"““&". 5

52. Ibid, P.70
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traveller, Niccolao Manucci, speaking of the Pathans, says
that they indulged in war and commerce simultareously, ard
80'when they became courtiers, they considered it as an

53

in?estment of their business-mindedness””. Nurullah Khan

vas a prominent noble of the later Mughal period and he
wa? originally aAﬁerchant54. As belonging to the higher
ecpelons of the governing class, the Mughal nobility coﬁld
not bereave themselves from participating in commercial
trEnsactionsss. If they held revenue assignmenté or jagirs,
or. if they received pay in form of cash, they QGrived
their income only in the form of cash56. The revenue froﬁ
tﬂe jagirs wes also collected in the form of cash. This is
wﬂy the Mughal nobility amounted enormous treasures of
cash and asseta57. Because of easy flow of cash from their
hénds, the Mughal nobles desired to increase it more so0 by
indulging in trade directly or indirectly by allowing
capital as advances8 to the slready weii—established

o8

merchants””, It were the Mughal nobility which peovided the

biggest capital amounts for sea~trade during the Mughal

53. Ibid, Vol.II, P.453

54, Ghulam Husain, Riyagz-us—Salatin, Bib,Ind. 1890, P.224
55. W.A.Ansari, op.cit, P,189

56. N.A.Siddiqui, Obecit, P.52

57. Ibid, P.63

58. 1bid, P.68




172

pex"iodsg. The European traveller, Jean Baptiste Tavernier,

stgtes;

t

"On arrival for embarkation at
Surat, you find plenty of money. For it is
the principal trade of the nobles of India
to place their money on vessels on
speculation for Hormuz, Bassora, and Mocha, _

and even for Bantam, Achin, and Phillipengs"so.

T

Thé important Mughal noble, Mir Jumla, provides
the most apt example of the Mughal nobility's dealings
w%th the commerce of their times., Mir Jumla had regular
céntacts with the English merchants a5 is evident from

the following passage;

*The Nobob's money wee positively
enorder, without, disputing or pretences, to
be peid by Mr. Trevisa back, and that accompt
cleared; and that for the future none undertake
such én unthankful and trespassing part of
service. His ship wee shall endeavour to
recover, and hope in March next to give you

P certain advice of our proceedings therein"61

590 Ibig’ P.7o
60. J.B,Tavernier, op.cit, Vol.I, P.31

61. Sir Charles Fawcett, The English factories in India,
161-1 » ﬂordg ’ 36’ Po 80
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Mir Jumle, on several occasions, advanced money to the
English merchants as is clearly seen from this passage;
"In the meanwhile Charnock and

Sheldon were peremptorily ordered to give
re8pect and accompt of their actions unto
Mr. Trevisa. The latter was urged to repay
the money lent to him by Mir Jurla and was
again reminded of thg necessity of a large

supply of saltpetre" 6 2').

Mir Jumla's ships sailed as far as to Persia,
Arakkens and to the southern Indian peninSula63 . He was
very much interested in trading with Persia as is

evidenced from this passage;

“You (Chamber) will perceive by the
coppy of our generall consultation that we
have condescended and agreed, for the preser=
vation of the Nobob's amity, that now the junk
eannot be restored, he may teke his choice

¢ ither of the Anne, with all her ammunition

62, Ibid, P. 153
i

63. Yusuf Husain Khan, {ed), Selgcted Wagai of the Deccanm,
i 1660—"!1_-ﬁ~aide___rabad. 1953, To.2,
1702. A.H. )
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and stores or of your new built shipp.
But this year you must not seem that

we do any way condescend to, so that

it may come to his knowledge, for you
know the Nobod is five times more
indebted to us, by his accompt; besides
he doth yearely make us as this last
yeare with twenty five tomns of
gumlacke whereof he pays noe freight

nor costume in Persia“64.

Apart from the external trade, the Mughal nobles
were also interested in trade within the country itself,
and that also up to some greater extent65. They used their
position and influence in this refard, One Mughal emperor
had even to order the officials in Gujarat to look into
cémmercial exchanges which were concerning the Mughal nobles
who were making large profits due to them66. The important
Mughal nobleman, Shaista Khan, was thoroughly involved in

internal trade in Ind1367. This particular noble had

64. Sir Charles Fawcett, op.cit, PP.148-49

55_‘_0 WCH. Morela.nd, oQoCit’ P.87

66, Ali Muhammad Khan, Mirat-i-Ahmadi, V-1. Baroda,
1927-28, PP, 206-88

67. 1bid, P.109
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thoroughly monopolised Bengal's internal trade. We may

quote an important source in this regard;

"Shaista Khan used to import
by ship, salt, suparior betelputs and
other articles, and sold them in Bengal
on profitable terms. In addition, he
accummilated seventeen crores of rupees
by procuring two or three tolas of gold
for one gold mohur. He also sold salt
and supari to the merchants and traders in
the city of Dacca, The latter were thus
debarred from making purchases and 8ales
on their own account“68. Shaiste Khan had
formed huge "emporiums of salt worth

152,000 rupees at several placeB“Gg.

Again,
"The Nobob's (Shaista Khan)
officers oppress the people, monopoligze

most commodities, .even as low as grass for

€8.. S.K.Bhuyan, Annals of the-Delhi Badshahat, Gauhati,
4 _ 1947, PP.167-68"
69. lbid, PP.169 and 172
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beasts, caves, firewoed, thatch, etc, nor
‘do they want ways to oppress thoSe people

of all sorts who trade, whether natives or

strangers“7° .

It has dbeen stated that,

"Shaista Khan'e intentions were:
to Bet the whole trade of peeter (saltpetre)
into his own hands, and so to Sell it againe
Rto us and the Dutch at I}is own rates, he
well know;ng the Ships cannot goe from the
Bay empty. But he is not likely to get above
Maunds 4 or 5,000 this year, His darogha hath
S0 abused the merchants' that they are allmost
all runne away. He pretends tha'p all the
‘peeter he buyes is for the king. It was never
known he had occasion of more than Maunds {1000

or 1500 yearely for all his warrS“ﬂ.

Thus Bhaista Khan wanted to mske out commercial
profits by any means. During the last days of emperor
i

‘Aurangzeb, Prince Azimishshan wes found t0 be forcing tne

70. Streynsham Master, The disries of Streynsham Master,
Iondon, 1911, .Vol.I, P.80

71, Sir Charless Fawcett, 0p.cit, PP,395-96
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'purchase of goods for his individual trade purposes,

His father stringently crit icized all thiS72. The

Maghal nobles were very much interested in trading in

- luxurious items such as jewels, Shaista Khan entered

into transactions with the French traveller, Jean

Baptiste Tavernier, for jewels for which J.B.Tavernier

went to Burope in 165473. The French traveller writes

that the Indians were very particular in trade matters

and obeyed their debts without delay74. Shaista Khan

purchased from him items of 96000 rupees in 1652, in

1660 he once again purchased a few things from

J.B. Tavernier, and again in 166 he again purchased
75

some luxury items'“., Shaista Khan implored J,B.Tavernier
for getting costly jewels for which he would be liberal
in payment, as libéral as the emperor h:imSelf76. The
Mughal emperors theéselves purchased jewels through
employing the nobles for the work of purchase77.

Once Shaista Khan Sent nearly one hundred pearls to the

emperor but as their prices were very high they were

Ghulam Husain, Riyaz-us-S8alatin,.Bib.Ind, 1890, PP.243-44
J.B.Tavernier, op.cit, Vol,I, PP.320-22

Ibid, P.326 '

Jbid, PP.15~16

~ Ibid, P.245

Ibid, P.156
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returned back t0 him againvs. When Auranggzeb was a prince,
Shaista Khan had sent him some jewels which had interesfed

the prince very much79.

, The Mughal nobility's serious interest in
luxurious itewms, and for providing various articles and
things made according to their tastes, the Mughal nobles
e§tablished Karkhanas or worksh0p880. These Karkhanas were
established for manufacturing utensils, costly clothes,
furniture, armaments, etc, and they employed a big mumber

81

of artisans™ ', The Karkhanas were usually kept by the Mughal

emperor, princes, and the nobles, But during the seventeenth
c%ntury. karkhanas were also ma2intained by the foreign

trading companiesaa. Many traders also maintained individual
k;rkhanas. The nature of working of these karkhanas,
especially, the attitude of the Mughal nobility towards the
ordinary but skilled artisans employed in these karkhangs

is well illustrated by the Buropean traveller Francois Bernier

as follows:

78, Aurangzeb, Adab-i-Alamgiri, M.S8.,K.P.Jaiswal Institute,
’ ” Patpa, f.113a.
79. Ibid, £, 113 a-db

80, Sidharl Ial, Tuhfa-j-.Shah Jahani, M.S8. K.B.K.O,
Library, Patna, P.42

81, Ibid, P.44
820 FoBeI‘nier, OEQCit’ PP 254‘-56
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"Workshops, occupied by skilful
artisans, would be vainly sought for in
Delhi, which has very 1little to boast of
in that respect. This is not owing to any
inability in the people to cultivate the
arts, for there are ingenious men in every
part of the Indies. Numerous are the
instances of handsome pieces 0f workmanship
made by persons destitute of tools, and who
can B8carcely be said to have received
instructions from a Master. The rich will
have every article at cheap rate. ‘When an
Qurah or mansabdar requires the Services
of an artisan, he sends to the bazar for him,
employing force, if necessary, to make the
poor man work; and after the task is finished
the unfeeling lord pays, not accord ing to
the value of labour but agreably to his own
standard of fair rémunera@ion; the artisans
having reason to congratulate himSelf‘if
the Korah(whip) has not been given in part
payment. The artists, therefore, who arrive
at any eminence in their art are those only
who are in the service of the king or sSome
powerful Qmrah, and who work exclusively for

their pgtron"83.

83, F,Bernier, Op.cit, PP.254=56
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The Mughal noble Bakhtawar Khan was very proud
of the fact that he had establighed many karkhanas in
many towns of the Mughal empire., Alongwith his houses and
palaces, he had established these karkhanas in Delhi,
lahore, Burhanpur, and Agraa4. Another Mughal noble,

S jat Khan had also established several karkhgnas. The
articles produced in his karkhanas, such as ﬁlates, cups,
vessels, etc. were Vvery much appreciated by the Mughal
emperors to whom and to otye? nobles Shujat Khan sent

these articles as presentsss.

Besides the Mughal nobility, the emperors and
their offsprings also indulged in maintaining their
individual karkhana® so as to be able to cater for their
pérsonal need886
of many skilled artisans, the productés of the imperial
karkhanas eSpecially of his qaughter Jahan Ara's were
becoming lesser and lesser87. Emperor Aurangzed could not

appreciate the products of his personal karkhanass.

Princess Jahan Ara's karkhana's management was not altered
89

and it went on producing articles for her for a long time

. During Shahjehan's time, due t0 the lack

84, Shaikh Muhammad Baga, Mirat-al-Alam, K.B,K.0, Library

Patna, f. 253
85. 8Saqi Mustaid Khan, Maasir-i-Alemgiri, Calcutta, 1871,
- PP.205-06
86. Abdul Bagi Nihawandi, Maasirei-Rahimi, Bib. Ind.
1910~31, P.36
87. Aurangzeb, Adab-i-Alamgiri,M.S8.K.B.K.O0., Library,
Patna, f.31

88. Ibid, £.25 _
89. 1Ibid, £. 196
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The Mughal nobil ity's indulgence in trade and commerce was
not by all means an honest one., In fact, they usually
restricted the free trade so as to increase their own
monetary gains., They did this by using the abuse of their

influence and power90

. They took heavy bribes in order to
give out the trade privileges to the trader891. The French
traders, in order to obtain the royal order or farman for
the purpose of trade, had to give 30000 rupees to the
Mughal emperor592° Jafar Khan was given 10000 rupees and

a few other important nobles also received the Samq amount
of br;bqu. It was only after these payments upon the

French traders that they were able to receive the royal
insignia for traqe, to establish their headquarters at

Surat in Gujarat. But they had to pay a duty of two per cent

94

on all their goods in trade” '. During the seventeenth

century, Mir Jumla restricted the Bnglish trade at Kasimbagar
in Bengal, on the condition that presents be offered to h 95.
He -then asked the English to present him with 20000 pagodas

and to not consider anymore the 32000 pagodas he himself

90, A.B. Nihawandi, op,cit, P.54

91. Ibid, P.56 .

92, Sir Charless Fawcett, op.cit, 1665-67, P,281
93. ibid, P.281

94. d1bid, P.281_

95. J1bid, 1655-60, PP.292-93
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96

owed to the English’?, As the subedar of Bengal, he had

exempted the English from paying customs duty because he

97. The European

received from them 3000 rupees per year
traveller, dean Baptiste Tavernier states in this regard

as follows:

"So true it is that those who desire to
do business at the court of the princes, in
Turkey @s well as in Persia and Indié, should
not attempt to commence anything unless they
had considerable preéents ready prepared and
almost always an open purse for divefse officers‘

of trust whose sService they have need"gs.

When a Mughal emperor died or even when sSubedars
wera transferred or changed, the traders had always to

pay highly to the new incumbents in order to get the

22

farmans and parwanas renewed agai o For example, upon

Mir Jumla‘'s death, the English traders had to undergo many
hardships in order to get renewed their parwana from the

new incumbent Daud Khan'°C., Once Shaista Khan insisted

96, J1bid, PP.391-92

97. 1bid, PP.393-94

98, J.B. Tavernier, opscit, Vol.I, P.115

99, 8Sir Charles_Fawcett, op.cit, 165560, PP.197-98
100. Ibid, 1661-64, P.288
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Bnglish traders wére indulging in any trade transactions:

at the mOment or not,ﬁ S Lo

and development of trade and commerce by their adopted

measures of illegal.taxes and impositions of several

A.GHugli) being his jegeer

q“Though wee. have at prGSent little or
noe business of our masters to manage, yet

wee are not free from trouble under Nobob'e

v,gOVernment. 'Tis credlbly reported that
Ballassre and Piply by the King's order is.l

reduced and brought. under the province of ‘
Bengall, which wee cannot but lament,
esPecially at this time, it falling under

" the power of a pérson most unjust and sobly

addicted to covetieusness. We must fear the

yearely present of this place Bs.3,000 will
be axacted, though wee may hzve noe shipp

arrive, the rent and custome of this town
n101 ‘

The Mughal nobles terribly hampered the growth

"o’

101,

-

-Ibid, 166567, PP,258-59
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kinds102. For example the Mughal jagirdars were, under

imperial orders, not to realize taxes such as rahdari
(road taxes) mehi, ( taxes on fishermen on bringing
fishes for sale in market) Mallahi,(ta2xes on merchants
and traders at the ferries or boats) tarkari, (tax on
vegetables brought by farmers to markets) tahbazari
(ground rent imposed on shop-keepers); these taxes being

abolished so far as the merchants and traders were

103

concerned ~~. Furthermore, the jagirdars were not supposed

*

to buy grains at a low price and to sell it at & higher
price1°4. They were directed by the empire not to accept

any peshkash offered by the dealers in grains, &nd other

105

merchants and traders « It was an imperial order not

to direct illegal impositions on those people who indulged

in business, but the nobles did not refrain themselves

106

from acting as such ', Although land-revenue was the

major source of income of the Mughal nobility, nevertheless

it took advantage of its position and indulged in trade and

107

commerce for higher economic gains » Commercial profits

was a thing in which every member of the royal family and

102, Ibid, 1664-65, P.132 . —
103, Ali Muhammad Khan, op.cit, Vol.I, PP,286-88
104, Ibid, Vol,II, P.187

105, Ibid, Vol,II, P,.84

106, Ibid, Vol,I, P.288 _

t07. N.A. Siddiqui, op.cit, P.146

Jy
a—
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108

even wives of the Mugha; emperors indulged upon ~~, Though

the exploitation of their- influential position was to be
Seen throughout the Mughal period, by its nobility, but
it is also true that the Mughal state interfered

109

increasingly in economic affairs o« Though income from

land-revenue was not definite and certain, but the resources
and investments of the Mugpal nobility were imence and
this is why they invested money. in trade and commez"ce“o°
Individual consSumption and procurement of things bsing
high, the Mughal nobles proved to be & hindrance in trade
and commerce rather than a help for these”".“ Thus new
methods of production remained in vouge, because the
nobility could not think anything beyond the karkheana
establishments catering for their own individual

requirements‘ 12

The Mughal nobleS received revenue-assignments
or jagirs on a very large and distributive basis, 48 such,

they had to depend largely on the revenue only and if it

13

was collected or realized for their :'mcome1 « They often

108, Ibid, P.102
109. Sujan Rai Bhandari,Khulasat—ut—Tawarikh, Delhi, 1918,P.93
1’0‘ NoA.Siddiqui' OQ.cit P, 46

111, \Surendra Gopal, Commerce and ocrafts in Gujerat, Delhi,
' ,“""""”1%5—. 2_1‘3"1_’0
112, Ibid, P.111

113, N.A, Sidd iqui, op,cit, P.51
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lot out their jegirs on the system of ijara''¥, Thus
they were able to get an amount of their stipulated income

from the landprevenue beforehand115

« Another very general
‘practice of theirs was to get loans ‘against the standing
jagir116

gystem that they had to take and borrow money. Their

. But generally it was not because of the jagirdari

extravagant expenses were actually behind their practice

117

of borrowing loanms ', On a few OCCaSSlOnB,ISuCh as sudden

transfers, or suddenly Joining S0 me military expddition,

18 Inus the Mughal

they. had o suffer flnancmal hardshipe
nobles always practiced the policy of leaving a part of
‘their salar1es in the jagirs itself, because due to this
policy they always stood in way. of having loans against //
their jagirs119. The interests on loans at that time were
’extremely high, and those who lent money were very strict
about the interests on loans they extended120.’Around 1845.
as is evidenced from the English Factory records, the
shroffs or money lenders of Agra city ran a luerafive trade

of extending loans to the Mughal nobles on extra higher

114. Ibig, P. 69

115. Ibid, P.74

116.. Ibid, P.99 .
117. - Peter Mund:j, Travels in Asia, London, 1914 Vol. III,P.67
118, - Ibid, P.72 h : :

119.  W.A. Siddiqui, op,cit, P. 81

120, - Peter Mundij, gop,eit, Vol.IV, P.44
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rates of inter98t121. During the fortysixth regnal year
of Mrangzeb®s reign, Several money-lenders protested
to the emperor against the imperial demand of loan with
no interest, and said that such a loan would become news
in the outlying provinces of the empire so much so that
the provincial governors would also then demand for
interest free loans which would gltimately ruin the

sahukars or the money—-lendcars122

o During the Mughal times
money-lending had become such a profitable commereial
enterprise that the Mughal nobles also began indulging in
it, for we have the instance of the Mughel noble Shaista
Khan who lent out & loan of 300000 rupees at a yearly 25%
interest to his lesser officisl) the Faujdar of Hugli123
Though money-~lending is prohibitted by the Quramnmsharif,
yet the Mughal rulers and the Mughal government praecticed
it and lent out loans to the Mughal nobility on a well- )
practised scale for the benefit of gains through 1nterests'24a
In order to cooperate with the Mughal nobles who used teo
borrow loans at high interest rates, Emperor Akbar started

the institution of a state loan paid out of the imperial

121, Sir Charles Fawcett, opecit, 1642-1645, Pe302
122, ©Shah Nawaz Khan, Maasir-al.Umara, Vol.II, Pa%na,1888,

124, P, Saran, The provinczal government of the Mughels, y
L. habad, 1 s Pe9
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treasury called Musadat‘as. This institution was started
to help the nobility who ﬁe{e in straits financially &and
also to give a ggt-baok to the corrupt and high-handea
money—-lendarsws. The rates of interest of the Musadat

were that,

"for the first year, nothing is charged;
in the second, the loan increased by a sixteenth
part of it; in the third year, by one-eighth;
in fourth year, by one-fourth; from the fifth
to the seventh, by one-half;  from the eighth
to the tenth year by three-fourths; from the
tenth year and longer, double the original ' ‘
loan is charged, after which there is no

further increase® 1 27..

Though & large number of Mughal nobles used to
suffer from financial Straits due to their extravagance,
not all of them used to live in such a state’za. The

Mughal nobles were all bureaucrats and thus they

successfully exploited the merchants and traders’ by
129 . &

.

pressurizing them ~~., The Mughal emperors possessed the

125, Abul Fazl, Ain-i-Akbari, Vol.I,Calcutta,1939,P.273
126, Ibid, P.274

127. J1bid, P.275 _

128, M.H.Khafi Khan, Muntakhab-al-Iubab,Calcutta,1860-T74,
129, Ibid, P.68 ‘ Vol.II,P.63
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prime right of purchaée eand 80 the Mughal governors
brought anything in the king's name S0 as to please him

through presents‘BO

o It was this that prompted the provin-
cial governofs to indﬁlge actively in trade. The governors
were not authorized by the imperial government to do 80

but they did so on their own account and they escaped with

it unpunished and unnoticed131

« Emperor Akbég was indulging
in trade and commerce on an ind ividual basis, the result

of which was that he pad amaunted an inconsidereble amount
of personal wealth132. Speaking of Jahengir, an authority

'states that,

"Likewise he cannot abide that any man
should ﬁaﬂe any precious stone of value, for
it is death, if he knew it not at the present
time~~—-~. By the means the king hath engrossged
all fair stones that no man can buy from
5 carates upwards without his leave for he hath
the refusal of all and giveth not by the third

part, se much as their value"133v

130, PsSaran, op.cit, P.73

131, Ibid, P.76

132, JIbid, P.207 -

133, Sir Charless Fawcett, Op.cit, 1642-45, P.91
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Emperor Shahjahan, indulgedfin trade,'a fact

which we know about thnough-the lamenta 0f the English
that unfil'hie;cargo'was put on the ships for despatch,
little or rieéi;gibie freight could be received by them,
qround 1243‘3”1 Emperor Aurangzeb's cargoes went as far
as to Borneo. We know that in 1294, Aurangzed's bigges¥
ahip, QGanJ-i—sawai‘, while upon a'return journey from .
Mecca, was 1ooted of its 52 lakhs of rupees by pirates135
Shahjahan, even as a prince, before becomlng the emperor,
used to _trade chiefly in StoneS,~Salt-petre, indigo, and

136. In 1618 once, the EMglish helped caliooes

cloth
disappear from the marketS, with the result that Prince
Shehjehen's ship wes loaded with sobaceo? T, Jehangir's |
4w1fe,-Nurjahan's communications with the English ambassador,
'f81r Thomas Rod, for trading purposes are well- known138
Aurangzeb's sons,.Prince Dara and Prince Shuja, both, used
‘tfo-indﬁlge in personal trade. Princess Jahanara also

139. The important Mughal

carried on commercaai actzvzties
noble, Asaf Khan, Jahangir's father—in—law; dur ing the

reigns of Jahangir and Shah.]ahan, indu]ged in private

134. ~Ibid, P.92 | -

. 135. Aurangzeb, Rngqgt-i-Alamgiri, Azamgarh, 1930, P.61 _
136, ' Sir Charles Fawcett, O ecit, 1618-21, P.XV(Introduction)
137. . Ibid, P.XV

138.» Thomas Boe, The embassy of Sir _Thomas_ Roe, London,
o , ~ 1926, Po 144 :

139, Aurangzeb, op,cit PP.52-54
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140

private trade and amassed great wealth ", Sadulla Khan,

Shah;jahan 8 minister, also participated in personal

1:ra¢.ieM'1

. The nobles who were cmyparitively inferior in
ranks also participated in trade. Once the Hindu ;oble,
Mirza Raja Jai Singh took to manufacturing salt but as

this posed a challenge to the state salt industry he was

ordered to close down his endeavourmz.b

The Mughal jagirdars, a large part of whom formed
the Mughal nobility, 1n6ulged in extorting ‘the maximum
from the econOmically dilap:ltated farmers, without having

any conScienee for the economic upliftment of the areas
under their jagirdaris143. Revenuse farming or ijera became

widespread during the later period of the Mughal rule, along
with the bankers and shroffs investing their capital in it&“.

The Ruropean traveller Niccolao Mammucci has spoken of

this as follows;

"then any hungry wretch takes it into
his head to ruin the kingdom, he goes to the
king and says to him "Sire! If your mejesty

will give me permission to raise money end

140. Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir, Allahsbad, 1930,P.69

1419, B, P Saxena, History of Shahjahan of Delhi, Allahabad,

1958, P.87
142, K.R.Qanungo, Studies in Rajput histor » Calcutta, 1952,
’ 92

143, Saiyad Nurul Hasan, Thoughts on agrarian relations in
“En Mugha1‘TndgET‘TFTE%§T§§37'PT?
144, N.A. Siddiqui, op,cit, P.58




192

a certain number of armed men, I will pay
so many millions",..... The men armed with
the order, and impelled by their desire to
gain an overplus on the sum contracted for,
go about Seizing everybody and putting them

to torture” 1 45.

The high handedness exercised -by the jagirdars
in the way of coilecting land-reverme was largely due 'to
their temporary and momentary charges of jagirdari
administra‘aionMGa The Hindu chiefs also were no exception
in this regard1 47‘ The Mughal imperial government had to
depsnd largely on the gzamindars for the land-revenue
collection and provided them extra-government perqu;sites
for the implementation and exercise for the BameMB.
There were emerging during the Mughal period various kinds
of zamindars. Some zamindars paid their tribute to the
imperial government, Some zamindars held their right
over their areas of zamindaris, and some zamindars had

come to accumgulate hereditary rights over their landaMg.

145, N.Manucci, op.cit, Vol,III, PP,48-9
146, S.Burul Hasan, Op.cit, .P.24 _
147. N.Manucci, op.cit, Vol,III, P.46
148, S.Nurul Hasan, Op,cit, P.718

149. 1bid, P.34
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Dur ing the later part of the Mughal period, when
reveme-farming became extensive, so;he influentiai
zamindars came to get hold of big tallugadaris, which
signified the tenure through which its holders got éngaged
on behalf of other zamindarswo. By investing in revenue-
farming many speculating shroffs and Speculators became

151 Murshid Quli Khan, the

zamindars in their own way
influential Mughal noble, came to hold half a dogen big
zamindaris, Whicha provided him half of the land-reveme

of Bengal!?2, Thus in course of time, ambitious chieftains,
countrys ide bankers,‘ and reVenue-granWS, all became ‘
zamindars of different sorts in their own way and right153.
Thus, the institution of jagirdari, which was in the
beginning not hereditary, gradually came t0 acquire a

hered itary character by the close of the Mughal period!”%,

The Mughal nobles received the jagirdaris in the
capacity of being stete-servants, the jagirs providing them
with their salariesf Thus? in principle, the jagirs
reverted back to the charge of the state after the said

159;. N.A, Siddiqui, Oop.cit, P.26
151, S.Gopal, Op.cit, P.85 o
152, N.Mamucci, Oop.cit,.Vol.I1I, P.53
155. S. Gopal, op.cit, P.T3

154. N.A. Siddiqui, Op.cit, P.15
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nobleman's deafh155. The Buropean traveller, William

Hawykins speaks as suchj;

The custom of this Mughal emperor is to
take possesSsion of his nobleman's property
when they die, and to bestow on their childran
wvhat he pleaseth; bu? commonly he dealeth well
wth them...,. and unto the eldest son he hath
a very gre2t respsct who in time receiveth the

the full title of his father'2° ®

Francois Bernier remarks;

"the barbarous and ancient custom obtains
in this country, of the king's constituting
himself sole heir of the property of those Who

die in his service“157;

The same author remarks againj;

"The Umrah of Hindustan cannot be
proprietors of land or enjoy an independent

revenue like the nobility of France... Their

155. N.Mamucci, op.cit, Vol.I, P.79
156; W.Foster, Berly {ravels in India,1583-1619, P. 34
157. F. Bernier, Op.cit, P.169
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income consists exclusively of pensions which

the king grants or takes away according to his

pleasure“158p

The chief reasons why the property of the
deceased nobles were taken by the empire, were, that the
robles were in the control of high state funds, and

sacondly they were invariably in debts to the imperial
159

"¢ These accounts were cleared and the rest

of the money was given to the noble's childrenreo.»

.8overnment
Emperor Aurangzeb enforced this rule very stringent1y16’,
However, on One occassion, when his noble Shaikh Muhiyuddin
expired, the noble'!s son agreed to debit the credits of his

father to the state, and s0 the emperor did not confiscate

162

the dead noble's property . Niccolao Mamucci says that,

"He (i.e. Aurangzeb) seizes everything
left by his generals, officers, and other
officials at their death, inspite of having
declared that he mekes, no claims on the goods
of defunct persons. Nevertheless, under the

pretext that they are his officers and are in _
.debt to the Crowny, he lays hold of everything"‘63.
158, Ibid, PP.163=65 '

159. 3oEn.De.Laet,‘gge empire of the great Mogol ,Bombay, 1928

160, Ibid, P.57 N P.52
161. Ali Muhammad Khan, Op.cit, P.238

162. 1bid, P.284 \
163. N. Manucci, op.cit, Vol,II, P.392
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Sir J.N.Sarkar Speaks as such in this regard; '

“"the political effect of the escheat
system was most disastrous, It prevented
India from having one of the strongest
safeguards of public liberty and checks on
royal autocracy, ramely an independen?t
hereditary peerage, whose position and wealth
did not depend on the king's favour in every
generation and who could, therefore, afford
to be bolt in their criticism of the royal
caprice and their opposition to the royal

164, J.N. Sarkar, opscit, P.156
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CHAPTER - 7

NOBILITY AND MUGHAL SOCIETY

The Mughal nobility brought to its fold a huge
amount of the surplus production under the Mughal empire
and some of this amount they utilized for the activities
o public welfare and charities. The notable Mughal noble,
Bakhtawar Khan, erected several building structures of
public utility for the society. Hé built a traveller's
im or sarai near Shahjahanbad and named it after his own
name, Bakhtawar Nagar'. Constituted of independent quarters
for travellers with their families, it also had a mosque,
with wells and bathrooms, providing for the traVellersz.

A garden surrounded the inn, and 2 tank was also’ built
nearby. The same noble also built a bridge in-between

3

Faridabad and Bakhtawar Nagar~®, At Bakhtawarpura, the Same

noble buflt a mosque along with a tank and a residence for

4. Bakhtawar Khan also

the poorer sections of the society
erected two or more gardens for the people at Agharabad

and lahore, and also built a mosque at the tomb of Shaikh

1. OShaikh Muhammad Baga, Mirat-al-Alam, M,S, K.B.K.0,Library,
Patna, ff. 250a

2. Ibid, ff. 250a
3. Ibid, ff. 251a
4. Ibid, £f. 251a
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Nasiruddin Chiraghs. Thus Bakhtawar Khan built many rest
houses, inns, wells and tanks, bfidges, gardens and mosSques;
but he did not build any theological colleges or madrasas,
Ano ther notable Mughal noble, Shaista Khan, also contributed
immencely to building of bridges and inns all through the
width and breath of Hindustan on which he spent several
lakhs of rupeess. The prominent Mughal noble, Mir Jumla
built a big tank and a large garden at Hyderabad7. The
Mughal noble Mir Khalil also built a large tank 2t Khalil
sagar at Narnols. The Mughal noble Irij Khan congtructed a
sarai or traveller's inn near'flichpurg. Ghaziuddin Khan

built a Khangah at Delh110

« All these Mughal nobles construc-
ted a large number of mosques throughout Mughal India. On
special occasions the Maghal nobles‘used to open free feeding=-
places for the poor people, sometimes on their own and
sometimes under irperial orders. During the 1%20 famirs of
northern India, all Mughal nobles of 1000 rank or’above

"1 But the Mughal nobles did not strive

opened free kitchens
to work for such things as irrigation, hospitals, academic

institutions and likewiseas

5. 1bid, <f£f. 252a
6. Saqi Mustaid Khan, VMaasir-i-Alamgiri, Calcutta,1871, P.22%

7. Shah Nawaz Khan, Vaagir-~ul-Umara, Bib,Ind," Patna, ‘1888,
Vol. 111, PP.530-55
8. 1bid, Vol.I, PP.785, 92

9. Ibid, Vol.I, PP.268, 72
10. Ibid, Vol.II, P.878 .
11. Muhammad Kazim, Alamgir Namal Calcutta,1865-73, P. 611
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The Mughal vobles were highly interested in arts
and literature. Some nobleg were themselves scholars while
some patronised scholars, though they never did anything
in the way of opening up academic institutions for fostering
arts and literature, because the best they did was to f

pat®onize Scholars on individual basis12

. Many Mughal nobles
became famous as patrons of 'art and literature. The Mughal
noble Itigad Khan was very fond of learnéd people who were
poor13. Sidi Miftsh was too fond of échoiars and he spowed‘
it by helping them and Spending monéy for their upliftmept
and Betterment14. Anir Khan used to send large sums of money
to the Persian schglars15, Muhammad Saeed was-a famous ;

16

patron of authors' -, Zulfigar Khan used to patronize the

famous poet Nasir 411", Husain A11 Khan used to patronize

Abdul dJalil, a contemporary poet18

» Some Mughal nobles had an
interest in science and medicine, The Mughal noble,
Danishmand Khan had engaged the famous Buropean traveller
Francois Bernier in order to hold discussions regarding
medical subjects19. The famous monograph; 'Tuhfat-al-Hind',

was compiled under the direct Special orders of Khan-i-Jahan

12, Ibid, P.502

13. ©Shah Nawaz Khan, 9op.cit, Vol.I. PP,232-34
t4. Ibid, ¥P. 579-83

15. 1bid, Vol.I1ii, PP.579-83

16. Ibid, Vol.I, P.272

17. 1bid, P.130

18. 1bid, P.275§

19. Francois Bernier, Travels in the NMogul empire, Delhi,
T5€8, PP.324-25
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20

Bahadur Kokaltash™ . Some Mughal nobles themsSelves were

able scholars, and we may maintain thus that the intellectual

capacity of the Mughal nobility was not nil. The Mughal

noble Danishmand Khan was himself of a scholarly disPositionz’.

Izad Baksh, the governor of Agra was a famous poet and
prose—writer22. Shaikh Ghulam Mustafa héd a vast knowledge

of subjects ranging to medicine,astrology, poetry, and

23 24

calligraphy ., Zafar Khan wrote and compoSed a Diwan® .

Mirze Muhammad Tahir wrote a history of the reign of emperor

Shahjahan®?, Himmat Khan was a poet and profound scholar of

Hindizsf Islam Khan was a poe’c27

. Muhammad Ashraf was & mys tic

and did a collection of the work of Maulana Jalaluddinzsf

Hisamuddin was & Scientist and & poet as well®?, Multafat

Khan was a 8cholar of contemporary literature and was also

a poet30: Aqil Khan Razi was a poet and wrote 'Wagiat-i-

Alamgir'31. Dianat Khan was also a scholar of some reputeBZ.

20, 1Ibid, P.121%

21. Shaikh Muhammad Baga, 9p.cit, f£.222 b
22. Shah Nawaz Khan, op.cit, Vol.II, P:371
23. 1bid, PP.74~75

24, 1bid, PP.95-96 )

25. Ibid, Vol.Il, PP,96-97

26. Ibid, Vol.IIlI, PP.946-49

27. Ibid, Vol.I, PP.217-20

28, Ibid, Vol.,I, PP.272-74

29, Ibid, Vol.I, PP.584-87

30, Ibid, VollIIl, PP.500-03

31« 1Ibid, Vol.1I, PP.821-23

32, Ibid, Vol.,II, PP.59-63
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| Alahwardi Khan Alamgir Shahi was a poet and compOSGd a’
Divan33, musavi Khan was e scientist and rationalist34
Saif Khan was a poet, a mu81cian'and was tha author of
?Rag'Darpan’BS..Mir‘Kha}il-wasﬁa scholar of‘Science,“ S

calligraphy and music36{

The Mughal ‘nobles malntained a vell-organized
-harem. The harems included numerous ines ‘of the nnbles,

37. ‘The- harems comprlsed an’

%me,wdwmuamu%
1ntegral part of" the Mughal nobles* household, and its
establiShment and malntenance uSed to cost the nobles a

38

considerable amount of monetary expenses ,:Each~Mugha1;noble

had Beveral wives, not less than five or Six, all these women
| beihg daughters 6f aristocrats’>, They livéd'together'in?the
: noble s palace which was surroundad by high walls on all
Sldes Each wife lived 1n an independent enclosure or
apartment of her own,ywell attended by slaves who even

numbered up to one hundred4 TheSe aristocratlc women felt

happy to Spend the;r lives in seclusion’ .and so slave-men,

33, Ibid, Yol. 1, PE. 229-32_

34, Ibid, Vol,I11, PR.633=36

35.. Ibid, Vol. 11, PP.479-85

365 Ibid, Vol, 1, PP. 785-92

37; Franco is Bernier, og.cit, P.213

38, StreynSham MaSter, The diaries of Stre sham Master,
* ~ 7375-80. Tondon, 19 .

39¢ Ibid, P.8%
40+ 'Pelsaert,. Jaha_gir's Indza, Cambridge, 1925, PP, 64-65
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Slave-girls, and eunuchs were employed to look after them
and cater for their personal needs and‘services41. The

European author Joha Fryer has deScribed them as follows;

"eeeesss. toothless 0ld women and
beardless eunuchs, They also wait on ladies
to hand them necessaries as food, water, meat,
and they like taking them at the door, as to

prevent unlawful intruders"42.

The life of the Mughal nobility witﬂin the four-
wallg of the palaces was all luxury. Gardens, and tanks
beautified the pa;aces, and running waterr~feed1ng tanks
and artificial water~falls adorned the encloéure of these
palaces43. Phe life of the Mughal nobility inside the haréms
is well~-illustrated by the European traveller Niccolao
Manucci as follows}

"The ladies love to regale themselves wiﬁh#
iquantities of delicious shewsS ; to adorn themsSelves

magnificently, either with clothes or jewellery,

41, dJohn Fryer, A new account of East—India and Persis be
| nine years travels, 162/~81, London, 1900,
1912, 1915, Vol,I, PP.326-28

42. Ibid. Vol, I,. P$°328 _ ¥
43, Pelsaert; Op.cit,» P.64
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pearls, etcetera; to perfume theix bodies with
odours and essences of every kind., To this
must-be added that they have permission to
enjoy the pleasure of the comedy and the dancse,
to listen to tales and stories of love, to
recline upon beds of flowers, to walk about

in gardens, to listen to the murmur of the
ruming waters, to hear singing and other

similiar pastimes"44.

Again Niccolao Manucci states;

"In the cool of the evening they drink
a great deal of wine, for the women learn the

habit quickly from their husband8"45.

The noblemen Spent their evenings and nights in
tﬂe harems, while drinking, QQSic and dances went on up~-till
the late hours of the night46. The Buropean traveller,
Franco is Bernier has remarkgd that in Mughal India one
cannot Bee and enjoy the houses of the nobles as was the

case in France, because the houses of Mughal nobles were

44, N.,Manucci, Storia Do Mogor, Vol.,l1I, london, 1907-8,
45. Ibid, Vol.II, PP.353-54 PP.352-53
46, Pelsaert, opecit, P«65
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barricaded by high huge walls and the gardens and other
assets of a luxuriogs life were all hidden from the eyes of
the common peOple47. As a matter of fact, the Mughal nobles
Spent lavishly on their haftems and lived a highly luxzurious
life48. For example, the Mughal noble Amanat Khan, possessed
a palatial house at Burhanpur with gardens and tanks fed

by canals49. The Mughal nobles posSsessed a number of animals
and to give an example, the Mughal noble Aaud Khan Spent

Bse 250000 on his animals including tigers, per yearso. The
Mughal nobles, besides leading a highly luxurious life
within their palaces, always maintained pémp, gaity and
Splendour out of their houses too. $o quote the Buropean
traveller, Francois Bernier, the Mughal nobles

"are never seen out-of-doo2s but in the most
superb apparel; mounted sometimes on an elephant,
Sometimes on horse~back, and not infrequently on
a palkey attended by many of their cavalry, and
by a large body of servants on foot, who take
their station in front and at either side of
their lord, mot only to clear the way, but to
flap the flies and brush off the dust with tails

47, PF.Bernier, op.cit, P.233

48, BhimsSen, NuSkhe i~Dilkusha, M.S.K.B.K.0. Library,
Patna, f.268
49. Ibid, £.272

50. N. Manucci, Op.cit, Vol.IV, P.255
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of pea~cocks; to carry the pioquedant and
spittoon, water to allay the Qmrah's thirst,

and sometimes account book and other papers"51.

The Baropean traveller, John De Laet has stated
that the luxurious life-style of the Mughal nobility is
very difficult to describe because the One prime concern
0f their life was to eke out avery kind of pleasure' and

luxury out of their l:l:f’eng

. Because of their temporary and
precarious official situations, the Mughai nobles were as
a matter of fact narrow in their aims and a lot petty in
their attitudes and purposes; they also being proficient
in flattery and polite but insincere when they had to get

53

Some privilege out of any one””. The Mughal nobles were

i

the embodiment of wealth and voluptousness mingled together

in an unnatural way54

+ They practised oppression on the

cormon and poor massesS of Mughal India, although such ill-
character traits were kept in check by the Mughal emperors
although it is also true that the emperors were unable to
check and curb the widespread ill of disloyalty and recal-

citrance which cha:’ra.cterised the Mughal nobilityss. The

51, F. Bernier, op.cit, PP.213-14
52, John De Laet, The empire of the great Mogol, Bombay,
53. Ibid, P.97 1928, P.90

54. Thomas Roe, The Embassy of Sir Thomas Roe to the-court
of the great Mogol,Vol.l, london,1926, P.14

55. Fray Sebastian Manriquey ITravels of Fray Sebastian
Manrigue, 1628-4f, Hakluyt Society, London,
1927, Vol.I, P.53
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lack of loyalty among the Mughal nobles was to be witnessed
from the very outset, for example, emperor Babur had to
compel his nobles to take oaths from the Quran_sharif before
he undertook his expedition against Rana Sangass. The‘little
feeling among the Mughal nobility for the emperor who was
the one and only sign of national solidarity, was oversha-

. dowed by thei;’characteristic ills of treachery and |

ingratitude’ !

. Nobles who were in crucial positions in the
state administration never strained themselves from piotting
intrigues against the emper.or. When emperor Shahjahan- was
overthrown by his son Aurangzeb, none of his nobles came

" forward to help him in his time of distress, a thing which
could not have been tolerated by the mobles if there would
have been 2 semblance of constitutional monarchysa. But at
the same time there were a2 few minor exceptions among the
nobles who stood the test of time in their steadfast loyalty
to the thronesg. For example Asad Khan, the Mughal noble

has been landed in this way;

"He may be said to have been the Seal amnd
last member of that ancient nobility of Hindusten,

56, Zehiruddin Babur, Babur-Nama, Vol.II, New Delhi, 1970,P.T9
57. F.S. Manrique, op.cit,.Vol.II, P.73

58. N.Manucci, op.cit, Vol,IV, P.42

59. Ibid, Vol.III, P.98
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that had done so much honour to the Empire. He
had every qualification that can comstitute a
character equally eminent in public, and aimable
in private; of a placability of temper, and of a
benignity of disposition so endearing, that to
this very day, his name is affectionately
remembered by every one. Without having ever stooped
to any lords of' the recent courts, he lived with
dignity and splendour to thg very last, exerting
uninterruptedly his boﬁndless influence over every
part of the empire, where, to his immortal nonour,
as well as to the emolument of all contemporaries,
he never ceased to employ his credit, as well as
purse, in obliging any one that presented himself,

whether a friend or Stranger"60.

The Mughél nobles were very courageous for courage
was needed for the nobles to attain status and rank, and
their behaviour was very civilized. They used to hold darbars
where the inferiors obeyed them and listened to them, showing

61

their respect for them silently as statues ' . But these

facets of the Mughal nobility passed away into oblivion

60. 1bid, Vol.IV, PP.98-100
61, Ibid, Vol,III, P.6%
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efter Aurangzedb, when weak sovereigns came to sit upon N

the Mughal throne, a8 has been rightly said_ that weak
emperors werg responsible for weak nobilitysz. Thus the
Mughal noble Saadat Khan invited Nadir Shash to invade
Mughal India, and Saadat Khan's son Safdar Jang who commane
ded the artillery against the Mughal empire itself63.
During this time, the fapid chenges in the headship of the
government, made the mobles feel ingecure gpd theyhdoubted

64. Every Mughal roble, thus, during

about their allegiance
the later Mughal history, became a sort of law unto himself,
Aurangzedb's son, Bahadur Shah had promised to the nobility
even before becoming the emperor that he would not disobey
its wishes65. Thus,; after he became the emperor, he gave

out mensabs and ranks to the nobles on an uﬁprecedented
scale, with the result that the position apd dignity
associated with Mansabs fell down heavily66. Thus, "“the
grants of mansabs, naubat, and nakara, elephants, the jigha
. and sarpech were no longer regulated by the rank and dignity
of the recipient. This fact earned for the emperor the title

. 0f the Heedless King"67. Succeeding Mrangzeb, all Mughal

62. Ibid, P.341

63. James Tod, Annals and anti ultles of Rajasthan, Vol.I
BEd. Crooke, Delhi, 1 » P.330

§_4, Ibld, VOloI, P0330
65: Syed Ghulam Husain Khan, op.cit, P.54
66. Ibid, P.17

67. Muhammad Hashim Khafi Khan, Muntakhab-ul-lubzb, in
Henry Elliot and John Dowson's, The history of
India as told by its own histerians, The Muhammadan
period, Vol.VII, Calcutta, 1869, P+410
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emperors were all weak which led to the Mughal nobles
becoming all powerful to the extent that they evem went up
to the extent of quarelling in the presence of the emperor
himself as did Mugaffar Khan gnd Burhan-il-Mulk in front
of Muhammad éhahsa. The nobles acquired immence control
over government &nd non-government lands, organized their
personal contingépfs and used the emperor as a ploy in

their own handng.

The Mughal nobility's wealth originated from the
imperial tfeasury and it was the same place that a part of
the nobility's wealth ;eturned in form of presents on their
behalf to the Mughal emperors, which was an established

social custom during the Mughal empire;

"Whoever it may be who desires to 'have
audience of the king, they ask before everything
else, where the presSsent is that he has to offer
to him,'and they examine it to see if it is
worthy of being offered to his Majesty. No one
ever ventures to show himself with empty hands,

and it is. an honour obtained at no little 008t70".

68, 1bid, P,397
69' Ibidr Pq 209
S ——

70, Jean Baptiste Tavernier, Iravels .in India, 1640«67,
tr. VgBall, Iondon, 1889 ,Vol, I, PP.140-41
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This social custom of the Mughal nobility offering costly
presents to the Mu@al emperors had its origin in the
Persian Caliphate71. Whenever, the Mughal provincial
governors had to pay their share of annual land revenue
t0 the Mughal emperors, they had to follow Ehis practice

of presenting presents to the imperial headship72

« On
some Speciél occassions it was customary of the Mughal
nobility-to offer presents to the emperor, such as on the

birthday of the emperor -

. Those nobles who had done anything

- out of order, those who wanted some favour out of the
emperor, all used presents to bring the best of humour from
the emperors.- Thus the Mughal nobles indulgently presented
the emperors with diamonds and pearle74. These presents
were in fact presents and not bribes because they were
offered openly as a form of the social etiquette prevailing
in the Mughsl society 2. On the New Yesr Day the Mughal
emperors received presents from their nobility, it being &
~custom adoptéd by emperor Akbar and borrowed from Persia76.‘

On this occasion the emperors received gifts and presents

71. Khuda Baksh, The orient under the Caliphs. P.128
72,. J.B. Tavernier, op.cit, Vol.I, P.123

73. N. Manucci, Opecit, Vol.II, PP.347-48

T4. F. Bernier, op.cit, P.27%

75. N.Manucci, op.cit, Vol.II, P.344

76. F,.Bernier, Op.eit, P.263
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from the common people of the lané also77s On such special
occas jons, the wives of the Mughal nobles went to the
inner portals of théaémperor's p2lace to congratulate the
wivéé 0f the emperors and‘carried with themselves presents
for the emgeror's wive878. Upon the birth of the royal
prince, the nobles presented the emperor with precious ’
stones, money, and costly animals79. Whenever the.Mugbal
imperial forus chalked out a viétory the occasion was fit
enough for the nobles to_gongratulate the empéror by‘way
of offering him presents. For example when the Mnghal noble
Nizam-ul-Malk won a victory he congratulated the emperor
and sSent along a number of ashrafis or gold mohurs as a

form of nazar80

+ During Jahangir, Kunwg; Karan, after gaining
victories in the Deccan presented the emperor with one

hundred gold mohurs, rupees one thousand as nagar, and rupees ‘
twenty-one thousand in value, plus some animals as pesh—kash81.
The Mughal emperors also received presents from royal princes
because they were also subjects, as for example Prince

Khurram ( Shahjahan) offered Jahangir one thousand gold mohurs

77. John De laet, Description of Indis and Fragment of Ind ian
) STOT » m ay' 4 . A

78. N.Manucci, op.cit, Vol.II, P.345

79. Ibid, .Vol.II, P.343 ,

80. SOGQHO‘,Khan’ (&) QCit' voloI’ P0248 - -

81. Jahangir, Tuzuk-i-Jehangiri, Aligarh, 1863-64,Vol.II, P.54
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8?. The Hindu rajas

had to also pay presents to the emperors because the Mughal

emperor was their overlord, as for example the Raja of

‘Kumaun presented Akbar with & yak and a Musk-deer, oneeBB.

Sometimes the Mughal emperors visited the hous es

of their nobles and on such occasions the nobles used to

offer costly presents to the emperors~who-honouréd-them by

: vmiting their houses. When .‘Babur visited the hO‘uBe of his

paymaster, the latter preSented him wzth gifts worth two

lakhs of rupees

84, similarly Asaf Khan presented Jahangir .

- with gifts worth 1.14. OOO rupeeS when Jahanglr ‘'visited hié

~~housee5. Jahangir also visited Itimad-ud-daulah's houses,

‘the noble presented gifts upto rupees 4,50,000 to the .

86

emperor .. Wpen Aurangzeb visited the house of his nobiq'

" Jatar Khan, the latter presented the emperor with gold codns -

'-Worth~6ne-hundf@d‘thouSand crOth. some costly pearls; a rguby

costing forty thousand crowns

87

The custom of offering the emperors ‘with presents

by nobles was- prevalent throughout the Mughal period. Babur,

82.’

83.
84,
85,
86,
er.

M.H.Khafi Khan, op.cit P. 474

A, Q.Badayuni, Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh Calcutta.1865-68 P.377
Z.Babur,;dp.cit. P&89

Jahanglr, oE,clt, Vbl Iy P 69

Ibid, Vol, II, P. 71 -

73. Bernier. 02.01t, P. 274
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the first Mughal emperor writes that upon his son Humayun's

nativity he received such a mass of white tankas that he

88

had never set his eyes upon ever before ~. Akbar had even

issued a state-order that everyone, rich or poor should

bring presents for himsg. In his turn, the emperors also

ofifered presents by way of their favour for someone, thus,

giving away precious stones, costly robes and animals like

9Q. Jahangir used to send dresses of

honour to the mobles of Kabul®'. Onde the same emperor Sent

winter robes to honour the governor of Bengal s im Khangz.

horses and elephants

Dresses of honour were sent by Jahangir also to Khap=~i=-Khanan
Jan=-Sipar, and other nobles doing services in southern Indiea
or Deccan93} Upon the death of his noble Itimad-ud-daulah,
Jahang ir of fered honour-dresses to more than fifty offsprings
of the said noble94. Once in every year, the Mughal emperors
presented an outfit for the rainy Seasons known as "Batani"
to the noblesgs. Yhen any armed victory was attained by the
Mughal emperors, the nobles were presented with increase in

ranks and monetary presents on the behalf of the Mughal

88, Z,Babur, op.cit, P.83

89. A.Q.Badayuni, op.cit, Vol.II, P.332
90, N, Mamucci, op.cit, Vol,II, P,.349
91. Jahangir, op.cit, Vol.I, P.348

92, Ibid, Vol.II, P.303

93. Zbid, P.97

94, Ibid, P.223 _
95. N, Manucci, op.cit, Vol.II, P.4f4



214

emperors, For example, when Humayun achieved a victory -
over Sikandar lodi's son Sultan Muh2mmad, he honoured the
nobles by presenting them with Arabian horses and robes

of honour96

- Whenever eny nodble was awarded a new appoint-
ment he was presented with a Khilat, for example when
Emperor Shah Alam appointed Shujaeud-daulah as the Vazir,
the emperor presented him a khilat of precious stones, and

a casket made of gold and studded with precious St0n6897o

About emperor Akbar it has been stated that;

"His majesty, from his knowledge of men's
nature, gives donation in various ways, It looks
as if he lends8, but in his heart he makes a
present or he calls the donation a loan, but
never asks it back. The far and near, the rich
and poor, share His Majesty's liberality. He
gived away elephants, horses, and other valuable

art icles"98.

Again, about the same emperor it has been statedj;

960 SUGQHQKhan, OE.Cit' VOIQIH' Po189

97. 4bid, P.395 -
98. AoFaZl' Ain-i-Akbari, VOIOI, PP0265‘66
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"He bestows his fostering care upon men
of various classes, and Seeks forhoccasions to
make presents. Thus, when His Majesty wes
informed of the feasts of the Jamsheds, and the
festivals of the Parsi priests, he adopted them,
and used them as Opportunigies of conferring

benefits“gg.

The Mughal nobil ity spent the Most on arms, but
following it the Nobility's ch;ef expenditure was on leading
2 highly luxurious social life, A Mughal noble could buy only
the necessities upto the minimum in Delhi's bagzaar with an
amount of rupees 100000100. The Mughal nobles Spent & lot
of money on the imported items of luxury from Iran and

Central Asia'©!

« The Mughal npobility had a2 relish for
productive items of luxury which were of extremely high and
complicated skills, This encouraged the specialization of

102 mus the Mughsal

manufactured items in Mughal India
nobility's style of social life was responsible to a great
extent for the development of luxury manufactures. The

Karkhanas or worksh@ps were an integral part of the Mughal

99, 1bid, P.276

100.Irfan Habib, The agrarian System Oof Mughal India,
_ Bombay, 1963, P.121
101.N0ManuCCip OEoCit' VOlQIV’ PQBQ

102,1bid, Vol.I1II, P.105
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nobility's establishment1°3, These karkhanas produced all
sorts of luxury goods and were respomsible for giving

opportunity to skillful artisans during Mughal India. The
Buropean traveller Francois Bernier has written that

"The arts in the Indies would long ago
have ldast their beauty and delicacy, if the
Monarch and principél Qmrahs did not keep in
their pey a numbqr of artists who work in

their houses" 104.

The Mughal nobility also contributed towards

building the infrastructure of the empire, for example,

the nobles lent an important hand in the build ing up of

the Mughal cities, Ialore, Agra, Delhi, and Fateh-puz"-Sikri
were 21l built with the help of the Mughal nobles'©’, They
lavished their resources in building up Delhi, as also the
cities of Dacca and Aurangabad were also taken note of by
the Mughal nobles. Bernier has written that the nobles who
wanted to seek favour from the emperor Shahjahan embell ished

106

the city of Delhi at their own expense « The Mughel nobles

practised the policy of planting road-side trees along the

103, Ibid, Vol.IV,P.123

104, F.Bernier, op.cit, PP.228-29
105, Ibid, P.251

106. Ibid, PP,280-81
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major routes of the Mughal empire, also putting up roade
107. The Wughsal
nobility also invested in horticulture. All the nobles

signs for the convenience of the travellers
maintained orchards for catering to the markets'°P, Fruits
from Iran and central Asig were developed in India during
the Mughal period. One grevious ill in the society of the
Mughal nobles was the desire and practise of hoarding up‘
unlimited treasures in way of cash and assetsiog. They did
80 because there were lesSser investment opportup}tieﬂ. and
they wanted to buttress their political influence es well
as to maintain the sustainence of'a high cost and € tandard

110

of living o Several Mughal nobles left an amount of

in-between thres t0 ten millions after their deaths111.

L]

107. W.H. Moreland, Op.cit, P.134
108, 1Ibid, P.151

109. Irfan Habib, Op.cit, P.82
110, Ibid, P.133

111, 1Ibid, P.97
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CHAPTER VIII

SUMMARY AND CONCIUSION

A conceptual analysis of the phenomenon of nobility
leads us to affirm that the institution of nobility signified
a powerful and 1nfluential class in the socio-political
structure of the medieval times, It had a status'which was
legal, wvhich in turn ¥was hereditary in character. The nobility)/

comprised a few selected families, The medieval state provided
recognition o its hereditary sueccession, and its numerous

powers éhd privilegea1

. In the first feudal age in Europe,

the nobility comprised the powerful noble elements who had
acquired an influential position in the contemporary society
due to the ineffectiveness of the govermment., During the

later feudal age in Europe, the nobility's character underwent
changes. Now 1t was asaocip;ed with a legal mOpOpoly‘ Thus

the de-facto nobility changed to a de-jure one., The noble

was not a vassal. now, The{e were differences between the two

categories of nobles nowz.

1e Marc Bloch, Feudal Society, London,1965, P.283
2, Ibid, P.332 A



file:///diich

219

The Indian nobility of the medieval period was
different from its European counterpart. The nobility in
EBarope was not created deliberately, but it was formed due
to the exifencies of the times, chiefly due to the weakness
of the kingship and the state, But in Indis, the nobility
was deliberately created by the mediivfl Ind ian statel, It

was deliberately created So as to be used as a prop o*/r( '
support in the task of nation and e emx;ire-building, and
_________a-s—ﬂ_“‘/
M
consolidation of kingship, as it was, in medieval Ind ia,

The chief factor behind this was the alien and foreign

s S

ch sraeter of the medieval .Indian state, {;‘he Delhi Sultans (

and the Mughal emperors were of Central .Asian origin, andl|

hence they were foreigners in India,

Both Europe and India, wnderwent periods of feudalism/
covering quite the identical ages i.e. middle agesy Indian /
feudalism had both common and uncommon features as compared

to the western feudalism. The main contradiction between the

two was that the Indian feudalism was based upon the village
community system. But later on, state intervention in village
economy cracked the independent structure of the Indian

village replublicS‘. Moreover, the manorial system and serfdom,
two institutions prevailing 'r western feudalism, were

lacking in the Indian feudal system.
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The nobility during e2rly medieval India, (xﬁ; under
the Delhil Sultans, was below the Sultans, because the nobility's
pover and position were delegated by the state. The claims ,
of the nobility during this period were hereditary. The nob;)
were originally slaves, and the Sultand did not tolerate
their disobé@dience, The ethnic and racial composition of the
nobility of this period comprised the Turks, Afghans, converted
Mongols and so on, They played & significant role in the
consolidation of the Delhi Sultunate. Under the Khaljis,

Indian nobles joined the ranks of the ncbility. The nobles
did not have a private life ‘of their own, but the Sultans
8ided with them on normel occasions, During the later Sultans,

e s g it et )

the nobility became ecalcitra.nt. SMeritorious titlesrwere,
W

LS

provided to the nobles. e.g+ Khans, Maliks, Amirs, etcs
Military titles like Sipab-Salar, and( S@xere also there. )
Official titles, such as Shughl, Khitab, and@"‘i?é‘i-”é’“*‘?

also conferred upon them, Revenue asSsignments provided to

the nobles were called Aqtas, Thus the economic status

governed the political ar;d social status of the nobles. The
aqtas were official grants but later one due to the ]
Sultunate's decline “they assumed a hereditary character,

The standard of life of the nobility was extremely high as

they aped the life-:style of the Sultems. They maintained huge

establishments., They were very much involved in the court
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activities. The nobles occupied crucial and imporiant
positions at different levels of the court. They also indulged
in charity an}d they established quite a few such institutions
\of charity, Thig was done all through the life-8pan of the
Delhi Sultunate, ‘

Ihe nobility of the .'LateLr medieval period or during

the Mughal rule wes skin to the Sultunate nobility in many 7

A

respect 8o far as its organisation and compos ition are

¥

concerned., The nobility was created by the Mughal emperors.
Babur composed the nobility from various raciial and ethnic
elements, such as Timurids, Turanis, Mirzas, ¥Mongols, Iranis, ‘
- Uzbecks, Afghans etg. The Mughal emperors conferred, mc{'eased,
decreased, and resumed the Mansab or ranks of the nobles, The
nobility was composed of the jagirdars, khanazads, zemindars,
etc. Dur:l.ng Akbar, Rajputs came to the fore of the Mughal
nobility. As the Mughal empire advanced into the Deccan,
Deccani noble elements such as Bijapuris, Haiderabadis, and
the famous Marathas, entered the Mughal nobility, especially
during the later part of the Mughal empire's history. The
Mughal‘nobility was organised on the jagirdari and Mansabdari
scales, By the distribution of ;jagirs.the collection of land
revemie was assigned to the jagirdars, Mansab meant office,

rank, and position, The Mansabdars owed subordination to the
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emperors, This organisation was dual in character. First,
it wvas the Zat or personal rank and secondly, it was the
Suwar or cavalry rank, The Zat rank came into being during /
Akbar's reign and consisted of three gradeSB.«There vere
equal Zat and Suwar ranks. There were Suwar ranks just half .
the Zat rarks, Thqre were even lower than the half Suwar ranks4,f
Anothgr feature was added t0 the mansabdari during Jahangir's
reign., This was the introduction of what wes called the Du-AsSpa
and Sih-Aspa ranks. These additions were a part of the Suwar
ranks. The Mughal nobles received their salaries from the
state, in form of cash and jagirs. The salaries were determined

by their ranks. Month-Scale salaries were  introduced during

- e
R i

Shahjahan,
- A

The Hindu noble element of the Rajputs were first of
allh enlisted @8 Mughal nobles by Akbar, for the exigencies of
politics called for such an action, Following the submission
of the Kachwaha house of the Rajputana in 15;2, Bahar Mall
became the first Rajput noble to0 join the Mughal ranks, Bihari
Mal gave his daughter for marriage to Akbar., From Akbar to
Aurangzeb, the Rajput nobles played a leading role in the
Mugh,al administrat ion, They 8erved a8 the most domineering h
Hindu noble element at the Mughal court during this long period,

P

3. Abdul Azig, Thi Magsabdar%'SFtem and_the Wughsl Army,
e 9 ? .

4, 1bid, PP,47-48




223
iAkpar fifqtuef elljreeognised the value of the Rajputs who
;nere,vitallyhfmportant_from politicel-coneiderations as was
-evidenced from the treaty of Bundis. ;mmg the sixteenth,
 seyenteenth§vand.eighteenth’centuriesg theen0ble,h0u8es of_'
‘thesﬁajputana,“chiefiy, dodhpur'and Amber. executed domina-
ting roles at the Mughal imperial court. The long contaet
of the Rajputs_with the Mughals saw themISefving,in_remote
régions like Maharashtra and Assam, The Rajputs -also ca'me
. to know of the complex adminiStrative and military Systems _
Eof the Mughals ‘They also overcame their regional patriotism

.for the cause Of & national Sentiment. But on the contrary,

'»the narrow-mind@d Rajputs ecame more S0 isolated Wixh the

result that the two. conflicting 1deas put hindrance to :
“politlcal stability in the Rajputana. Thus Bajasthan came to‘
bear a picture of a 50010gical garden with tbe barrlers of |
:cages put down and the game keepers absent6. Although the
Mughals dominated the Rajputs by their offensive ceremonials
‘fbut they also gave them Opportunity to go for unlimited
nmilitary and political exploits outside the confines of the
Rajputana. Thus the noteworthy multi-sided achievements of
_ _~Man Singh, Jaswant Singh, and Jai Singh Frow Akbar to
(;Aurangzeb. the Mughals utiliSed the Rajput nobles for |

_5. James Togd, . Annals and_ Antiggitx of Raiesthan, VBl III,
' ~ -~ Delhi, 1971, PP.1480=82 '

7*6 JoNu§ arkar. Fall of the Mughal Enpire, Vol I, Caleutta,
' 19499 P 131




224

4
impof%ant imperial purposes and that also without encroaching
upon the Rajput authority unduly. However, the disastrous

policies of Aurangzeb marred the Mughal Rajput relations,

<

The other formidable Hindu noble element of the

Marathas was included into the Mughal nobility during the
later part of the empire's history. The Maratha nobles did

not possess an impresSsive personality like the Rajpute but
the& were sufficiently proud of their humb}e origins even
after the attainment of power and prestige. The Hindu influence,
chiefly due to the Marathas, had come to pervade the Deccani
Sultunates even prior to the policy of Sulh-i-kul, adopted

y Akbar, As the Mughal empire expanded towards the Deccan
durinz the seventeenth century, so tge Maratha noble elements
intruded into the fore of the Mughal nobility. The Marathas
were to be given positions of their choice, without ever
disturbing the immer cohesion of the Mughal nobility., It was
this process which gave rise to a movement in Maharashtra

for regional 1ndependence7. Malik Ambar, the prominent Mughal
general had initially utilised the Maratha chiefs on 2 large
basis, The Mughal®e now realigzed the Maratha significance in
the conquest og the Deccanes In this way, the Maratha chiefs
were provided with military training and political experiencee

7. Satish Chandra, Parties and politics at the Mughal court,
(<} i, 1 2, Introduction”. Pom:L\ .
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The class-structure of the Maratha nobles was akin to that
of the medieval Indian Muslim nobility. The Maratha nobility
also survived basicelly on the surplus labour extracted out
of the peaﬂaptry. Greed and self-aggrandizement were the

characteristicg of this claﬁas8

. Thus encouraged by political
exigencies, Aurangzeb Started to enlist the Marathas in the
Mughal nobility. He even tried to lure Shivaji with a Mansabdb

grant of 5000/5000. By a royal decree he was made & panj-hagari,

The Mughal nobility was integrally(binded’ with the
administration, for the entire Mughal bureaucracy comprised
the Mughal nobility and rested whole-scale on 113. The /
nobility comprised the court and it executed crucisally
important court activities. The nobility was divided into
tainat-i_-rakab and tainat-i-subajat. These were nobles posted
at the imperial court and in the provinces of the empire. The
nobles were required to obey to the court injunctions. and
etiquette. The emperors granted different grades of titles
and distinctions to the nobility. The most important of these
was the 'Khan'. The nobles wers inv?J.Ved in public, milit ary,
civil, executive and judicial services., In‘the provincial
units there were three vitally crucial executive posts of

the Nazim or governor, the faujdar, and the thanedar, Some

other important administrative posts were those of the Diwan,

8, P.V.Ranade, "Feudal content of Maharashtra Dharma"™, I.H.R. 74,
VOJ..I, N001’Po45



Mir Bakshi, second Bakshi, third Bakshi, and the like. The

post of the central Diwan was very importent. Thus through

the adm:mistration of these powerful posts which were transfe-
rable, the Muvhal nobles got the Opportunity of serving through
the entire length and breadth of the empire., Through constant
transfers the lnner balance of the nobility was maintained. The
Mughal nobility thus combined the two-fold status of aristocracy
and bureaucraoy. The emperors scrutiniSed e.nd acted accordingly.
.”ﬂso far as ‘the ‘conduct of the nob:.lity wasS concerned. The ‘nobles
of ten 1ndulged in unscrupulous actlvities such as taking bribes,.
letc. A1l this . -contributed to the ult imate weakening of the
administratlve mach inery leading to the downfall of the ,
Mughal empire,

| The economic organiSation of the Mughel nobility was
very strong. The nobleS participateu extraVagantly in the

- trading and commerc;ul _activities of the Mughal e.mpire. They
never saved an&thing es their pmperty was liable to‘ be confis<
cated by the state after their death. Thus they led a very
luxurious 1ife and often landed themselves in heavy debtg. | )
They waintained. large and ﬁxpensuva houséhold establishments,
They exteonded costly gifts to the emperors on 811 occasions for
personal gratification in the political, Spcial, and e conomic
fields. They aped the luxurious llfea-style of ‘the emperors

- themselves, The Mughal nobility was not a landed claSS l:l.ke
'9, Francois Bern ier. Trayvels in_the Mogg_l_,mgire,:aDelhi.WGB
S Pt213
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the Buropean nobility. The jagirs or revenue assignments
were tranSferable., Neither was the Mughal nobility a mgrcantile
community like the contemporary British nobility Mii Jumla was
perhaps a stark exception of a merchant becoming a political
figure1o. The nobles were very much interested in luxury items
like jewellery. So they esyablished individual workshops or
karkhanas, in which they employed several ertisans, who
prcduced luxury items for the daily use and comfort of the
nobles. The nobles used to gratify themselves with accepted
gifts 80 as to maintain the high Standard of their iife. As
Jagirdars, they had to depend on the land-revemue to .meet
- their expenses, They pressurised the peasantry. Thus their

conduct was not above ethical and moral codes,

The Mughal nobility was as an institution,
integrally comnected with the Mughal socinal set-up in many-
g8ided ways. Public life and charity were integral features of
their social life, The nobles built ims, mosques, gardens,
and other institutions of public utility. They were very much
interested in arts and 1eftersg They patronised scholars gnd
some of them were themselves resSpectable Scholars, They
maintained well-established harems for their women-folk and
chil@ren. The exchange of gifts was a common practice among

them. They were both loyal and disloyal to their rulers, Their

10 Niccolao Mamucci, Storia Do Mogor, V-1, Iondon, 1907-8,
P.70
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life could be easily described as eminent and in contrast

to the l1life ®f the general massas,

The Mughal nobility was different than the
European nobility in the Sense that after death, the property
of the noble was confiscated and escheated by the emperor,

Thus the Mughal peerage was not hereditary. Art, and morals,

and manners were generated by the nobility and passed over
to ther lower classes. A medieval Buropean authority spesaks

as such,

The Mughal noble's "position is unstable as the
wind, resting on no firm foundation, but rather
on pillers of glass, resplendent in the eyes

of “the world, but collapsing under the stress

of even a slight storm,

@

Their mahals are sdorned ‘internally with
lascivious sensuality, wanton and reckless festi=-
vity, superflous pomp, inflated pride, and
ornamental daintiness, while the servants of the
lord may justly be described as a generation of

anigquity, greed, and OppreSSiOn1’?

After the summary of our major findings, we now

proceed on.toczeonclude that before Akbar, the Mughal nobility

11, Pelsaert, Jahangir's India, Cambridge, 1925, P.64

t




229
was not an organised body as it came to be later on. Humayuin
clasgified the court into three sections and re-classified
them into twelve’grades, thus determining the order of
precedence: Thereafter, Akbar organised the mansabdari system
with 10 being the lowest rank and 5000 being the highest.
Iater on it was raised to 7000 and even 8000, Definite‘SaLary
for each mansab and for the number of suwars was fixsd. Thus
-the Mughal nobles became servants of the state. The emoluments
enjoyed by them were extrémely high and could not be compared
to their modern counterparts in civil service. Though the
Mughal nobility was not hereditary but it was to an extent
Self-perpetuating. Ethnic, national, az;d clan factors did not
have favour with the Mughal emperors and as such the Mughal
nobility was composed of a colourful heteregoneous multi-
racial elements, congisting of Hindustanis and foreigners of
chiefly Gentral Asian extractior. Thyxough the mansabdari
system this heterogenous and multi-racial character of the
Mughal nobility was to be simplified and organised. Thus
subsequently mixed contingents were into exercise which put
restraints on the regional and exclusive interests. The
Mughal emperors patronised learning, adminiétrative talent
and arts. This encoursged many men to arrive at the Mughal
court, Some of these peoOple became very prominemnt in the
Mughal empire. The Mughal emperors believed in the primciple
or aristocracy and preferred nobles of high birth,
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The Rajputs formed a tribal-clan group which was
regional in character. But a8 the champions of the Hindu
cause and society, they gained recognition first by Akbar,
They were entrusted with guarding the royal harem dur ing the] A
Mughal times, The number of the Rajputs was never verh high
in the Mughal nobility but some of them like Man Singh,
Jai Singh and Jaswant Singh rose to highest saituations in
the empire., With the progression of the Mughal empire towards
the Deccan, the Marathas joined the imperial service. The
position of aspiring VMarathas in the Mughal imperial service
without disturbing the inner cohesion of the Mughal nobility,
gave rise %0 a regional movememt in Maharashtra aiméd at

independence.

To quote an important sourcs,

"The nobility of the Mughals alghough it

suffered from a2 number of internal wezkness, was
on a broad view, a remarkable institution which
wéldedinto & homogenous and harmonious whole men
belonging to different regions and tribes,spdaking
different languages and professing different
religions, and with differing cultural traditionse.
The Mughals succeeded in imbuing the nobles with

a sensSe of common purposSe and loyalty to the

reigning dyrasty, and in imparting to them a
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distinctive cultural outlook, and in creating
traditions of high efficiency and endeavour in
administration. It was, thus, a definite factor in
serving for a century and g half a remarkable degree

of unity and g00d government in the countl'y"12.

The Mughal empire held strong for nearly two centuries.
At one hand was the gorgeous Splendour of the Mughal court and
empire and at the other hand was the situation of abject povert;
of the masses, The personality of the Mughal emperors was
responsible for the strength of the empire and the Mughal
nobles played no mean part in bringing this about, The central
bureaucracy was of courSe controlled by the emperors but it

spread its veing like blood-vessels all through the empire.
A modern scholar speaks as such of the Mughal nobles,

"They acted as, as it were, the emperor's eyes
and ears, the 0il which caused the bureaucratic
wheels to revolve. The emperor controlled them
in a number of ways. Akbar paid them their large
salaries in cash, so that they lacked a territo-
rial basis for revolt. His successor found this

system t00 arduous to rmaintain, and gave them

12. Satish @handra, Parties and politics at the Mughal court,
Delhi, 1972, iIntroduction, P.ﬁV.‘



232
assignments on the land revenue, in other words
tracts of land from which they collected the
revenue in lieu of a salary., The obvious danger
of this practice was countered in two_psys. The
first was rotation of office; Mughal officers
rarely held high appointments, such as governor-
ships, for more than three or four years at a
time., The second was the resumption of thin
property at death. The assignments of land were
for life only; the next generation had to start.
from the bottom with an official appointment”'>,

The Mughal nobles were nearly alway® in heavy debt
and this they tided over with through advances from the
treaspry. After death the property was confiscated and the
debts were settled. The death~-duties amounted to hundred pere
cent. Thus they Spent heavily all tr{rough while they were
alive, Thus the mghal nobility was an official aristocracy
which was hereditary as a class but not iledividu.alistic. The

class was land-holding but was not feudal,

While extending our last part of the conclusion, we

must conclude upon the lines of the jagirdari crisis which was .

one of the most important reasons for the empire's decline, !

i

13. P.Spear, A history of India, Harmonsworth, 198%, P.41
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By the end of the seventeenth century the jagirdari system
had started to show rampant signs of disintegration. There

was an unprecedented increase in the number of grants of
mansSabdari, at the time of which there were no available
jagirs for assignment. After Aurangzeb, the bulk of the
Khalisa lands were no¥ turned into jagirs, Emergency forces
were recrulted on cash payments at times which indicated

that the central govern'men@; had no control over the jagirdars,
The mansabdars had been reduced to such financial sStraits

that they could not maintain any more their full contingents,
Thus the military system had been corroded of its capacity
and integrity. Dissatisfied jagirdars couldrmot ensure
military and executive efficiency because of their lack of
organisational capacities. The jagirdari crisis resulted in
the exploitation of the peasantry. The intermediaries or the
zamindars rack-rented the peasantry so as to fulfill their
own desires. One of the chief defects of the jagirdari system
from the beginning was the constant transfer of jagirs as a
result of which the zamindars and peasantry were rack-rented,
the ruin of cultivation followed and indirectly resulted the
increase in the number of mansabdars, Thus the jagirdari crisis
accentuated the tottering Mughal empire towards virtual disaster
and collapse, as it meant the collapSe of the institution of
the nobility.
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GLOSSARY

Piwan - Financial official of ranking superiority.

Kotwal - Police official,

Zamindar -~ Holder of landed - property,

Turanis - Central Asians,

Iranis - Persians,

Shaikhzadas - Indian Huslims,

Doccanis - South Indians.,

Mansab ~ Hilitary rank,

Mansabdars - Holders of the lNansab ranks.

Jagir - Landed-property given to holders of military

ranke.

Jagirdar « Holders of jagir,

Zat rank - Personal rank of mansabdars.

Suvar rank - Additional rank of mansabdars.

Khasa Khilat - Special robe of honour,.

Jagiyah - Religious tax levied by Muslims on Hindus.

Paragsonas ~ Territorial demarcation.

Rakarras - Kettle-drums.

Subah - Territorial demarcation,

Rajputana ~ Area comprising and surrounding Kajasthan,

Bargis - Maratha chiefs and their followers.

Watandars - frominent Marathas from political and social

points of view.

Sardars - Prominent Harathas from political and social
points of view,

Deghmukhs - -Maratha government officials.

Desais -~ lgratha government officials,

3
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Deshpandes - Maratha government officials.
Deshkulkarnis - Maratha government officials.
Rekhta = Deccani Urdu,

Mugasa - lLand revenue - assignments.

Patil - Maratha government officials,
Kulkarni - Maratha government oificial.
Chauth - Maratha tax of political nature,
Sardeshmukhi - Maratha tax of political nature.
Farman - Order.

Pattis -~ Maratha Revenue officials.
Faujdars - Maratha Revenue officiala.
Mavles - Maratha Hill infantry.

Dhat - Yaratha military rank,

Sultan - King or Emperor.

Apir-ul-llomimin - Highest noble.

Sultunate - Kingdom with Sultan as emperor,
Iglam - Religion of luslins.

Quran - Religious book of Fuglims.

Prophet - God.

Mugalman - Huslims,
kals,Barons,lukes,Knights,lords - Nobles.
Ahl-i-ghamshir - Noble.

Ahl-i-Saif ~ Noble.

Amirs - Nobles.

Khans - Nobles,

Maliks - Nobles.

Sipah-Salar - Nobles.

Sar-Khel - Noble, ’
Shughl - Title of honour. *
Khitab - Title of honour,
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aqta - Fief during Delhi Sultunate.
Karkhanas - York-shops.
Khuaja~Jahan - Title of nobles.
Nigam-ul-mulk - Title of noble.
Ulugh Khan - Title of noble.
Maratib - Title of noble.

Ilbaris - Racial group of Central Agia.
Mugti - Fief.

Iqtadars - Holders of igta ranks.
Yasayas - Decrees.

Omrah - Noble.

Rghdari - Road-taXe

Mahi - Tax on Fish. ,

Mgllahi - Taxes on merchants.
Tarkari - fax on vegetables.
Tahbagari - Ground-rent,

Musadat - State-loan.

Shariat - Quranic doctrines.
Dushehra - Hindu festival.
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