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-with. respect to firlances, police,‘ and justice-Famine and
mortalityall over Bengal—Mubarec-ed-dbwlah, thiritson to Mir-
djaafer, nominal Nozem of Bengal-Intrigue: at his Court-—
Oblique hints against 'Mahmed-rem-qhan—A strange way of
distributing jultice--Severe insinuatians against AIahmed-
reza-qhan—-Strange character _of Rah-eddin-hosséin-qhan,
Governor of P8raniah--Tlhe Council resolve to investigate
thefinances to the bottorn—Bengal divided in six Districts-—
Charges exhibited in England against Vansittart by Lord
Clive-—Vigorously repelled by I/ansittart—Who is sent bach
with honour to Bengal—Mester-hushtin-bahadyr arrives in
Calcutta, -where he spends ninety days and ninety nights in
perusing records-—/llahmed-reaa-qhan arrested-Shytab-ray
arrested—The Naeem of Bengal’: allowance reduced from
twenty;/‘our to sixteen lacs a year-—Shytab-rziy honourably
acquitted, and sent back to resume his ofiice—Dies of a broken
heart—-Brilliant character ofI his—H'orrible flzmine at Azim-
abad, andgenerosity of Shytab-rdy’s in that trying occasion-—
Curious anecdotes about Shitab-rziy——-Dies a Musulman in his
heart—-Mahmed-reaa-qhon released from his 'can/inement-
Arrival of General Clavering, and Colonel Manson, and
M. Francis.

THE diary of Mir-djaafer-qhan's government and life had
beet already closed by the hand of destiny, when intelligence
arrived in Bengal,“ that the renowned ‘ Lord Clive, that man so
much" tried in war, was comingyfrom the countryof England with
an absolute authority over the provinces of Bengal and Azim-abad.
‘As such an intelligence had nothing pleasing for Governor
Vanslttart, and he did not think his presence convenable in
Calcutta at such a time, he set out for Englandlsome time before
that nobleman could arrive, and left the remaining gentlemen of
the Council to regulate and settle, as Sovereigns,isuchabusiness as
concerned the Government. And theseidctermlined that'Nedjm-
ed-'d6wlah, heretofore known under the name of Mir"-pahlory(x),
eldest son to Mir-djaafér-qhan by Munny-begum, should succeed

, . . _ ,
(I) This nick-name was given him by his mother, who in all the stages of her

pregnancy, found herself longing after Pahlories',~cert:'url balls of pulse fried in
sesame-oil, and sold about the streets. H's title of Nedjvm-led-déwlah may signify
the Star of the Empire.
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to his father in the power of loosing and binding every business
of Government and sovereignty with the advice of the gentlemen
of the Council. When this matter car..e to be settled at Calcutta,
Mr. Middleton, Chief of Moorshood-abad, and Mr. Djonson
(johnstone), Chief at Bardevan, went to the palace, and ordered
Nedj-n-ed-dfiwlah to take his seat on the mesned of sovereignty;
a favouzi for which this Prince shewed his gratitude by respectfully
presenting them with such a sum of money as had been agreed
upon. And for some time he acted as absolute Governor, having
Nand-comar for his Divan, a Minister who became the centre of
all the private and public business of his master's in Bengal. Mir-
mahmed-cazem-qhan, brother to Mir-djaafer-qhan, was appointed
Governor of the province of Azim-abad on the part of his nephew,
and Radja Durdj-narain, brother to Ram-narain, was named
his Divan or Prime Minister. Shytab-ray seemed to have been
forgotten in this arrangement. He enjoyed already the oliice of
Divan of the Bahar, on the part of the Emperor; and he had such
connections with all the English, and specially with General
Carnac, the Commander-in-Chief, that Shudja-ed-dfiwlah thought
proper to take advice from the times, and to make him a present of
a District about Azim-gut and Djohonpoor, called Mahoo, which
produced more than one lac of rupees a year; and this he gave
him as a free-hold or Djaghir. Some little time passed in this
manner, when Nand-comar, with whom Henry Vansittart had
been much dissatisfied, was sent for to Calcutta by the gentlemen
of the Council, but not dismissed from his oflice, where his
dependants continued to exercise full authority in his name.
This Governor had set down in writing this man's misdemeanours
and bad qualities; and he had got those sheets bound in the
form of a book which he left in the hands of his brother, George
Vansittart Hooshiar-djung, with orders to produce it in Council,
and to read it completely, whenever Lord Clive should
come, and take his seat. The Council struck with the con-
tents of that memoir, forbade Nand-comar from stirring out
of the city of Calcutta, but did not choose to dismiss him
from his oflice; because that Minister some time after the
revolution that had overset Seradj-ed-dowlah to set Mir-djaafer-
qhan in his stead, had served Lord Clive as his Moonshy or
Secretary, and also as his Divan or Minister, at a time when that
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Lord was yet only Colonel Clive; and likewise because this
Divan had from thence conceived mighty hopes that his power
and influence would receive a great accession on that nobleman’s
arrival in Bengal. Matters remained on that footing until Lord
Clive arrived himself ; when George Vansittart producing in full
Council the book written by his brother, read it tr» that nobleman,
word_by word; and although the new Viceroy had intentions to
oblige Nand-comar, yet such was the impression made upon him
by the light thrown on that Minister’s misdemeanours and char-
acter, that he altered his opinion of him at once, and dismiss-
ed him from his office, with injunctions not to stir out of the city
and precincts of Calcutta.

Nand-comar’s downfall made room for Mahmed-reza-qhan,
son to the Physician Haddy-qhan-akuly, of Shiraz(2), a man who
upon Mir-djaafer-qhan’s second accession to the mesned, had
been made Deputy Governor of the province of Dacca. This
man came at once upon the stage of the world, in order to
become by the mere force of his destiny the favourite object of
boundless favours and endless graces from Lord Clive. He was
recommended to the Deputyship of Nedjm-ed-d6wlah’s by that
nobleman, who heaped honours and favours upon him, and gave
him an absolute authority over his master in whatever concern-
ed the Government; an oflice which made him the centre of-all
business, public and private. At the same time he procured for
him the titles of Mahmed-reza-qhan the Valiant, ever Victorious
in War(3); and little by little he obtained for him the further
titles of the Eminent of the State(4), the Foremost of the Kingdom,
and Lord of Lords. To these was added the privilege of riding
in a Naleky(5), which in Hindustan’ is a distinction reserved to

(2) Shiraz,a city in Persia, the fourth in rank in that Empire, and the capital
of Pars, the Persia of the Greeks. '

(3) Mahmed-reza-qhan,‘Baked;-r-Mulofn-djung. _ l
(4) Muailn-ed-d6-mlah, Mubaris-el-mule, Qhaii-qhanan.
(5) The Naleki is the shell of a Palenkin, without tent or covering. lt is

properly ‘speaking the sedan of the Palenkin; for this last is to all intents and
purposes a kind of bed hanging at the fore and after part from a bamboo that rises
archwise over it, and supports the tent or canopy. But the Nalelry has neither
the arching nor the tent; and instead of hanging from one bamboo, it is set upon
two straight ones, as an European chair, with two bamboo: that rat upon the
shoulders of eight men.
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Sovereigns. It must be observed that, when the intelligence
arrived in England of the revolution effected in favour of Mir-
cassem-qhan, and of the troubles that had been the consequences
of it, the people of that country conceived such fears for the
Company’s safety, and fancied their affairs to be so teeming
with mighty difficulties, that they thought no one equal to the
task of re-establishing the Company’s affairs, and quieting the
country, but Lord Clive himself. And as such a commission
was in their opinion an object of mighty importance and difli.
culty, they thought it incumbent upon themselves to make some
amends to that Commander, by promoting him at once from the
station of simple Colonel, to the dignity and title of Lord, which
in England and London answers to the dignity of Omrah, in
Hindostan. He was furnished at the same time with such ample
powers, and such an extensive authority, that no Governor to
this very dafhas ever been invested with so unbounded an in-
fluence, unless it be the valiant Navvab Mr. Hushtin, who is the
prop of the State, and the daring in war and in battles; and who
by surpassing even Lord Clive himselfin dignity and importance,
can have no equal or companion eitherin Hindostan or in Europe,
and really deserves all that elevation. Lord Clive in taking the
steps he had taken, or indeed in any business whatever, was not
bound to deliberate with a Council. Looking upon no man to
be his equal, he made no account of any one, whether Hindian
or English; and to give a specimen of his power, he first of all
informed Djanson and Middleton, that they had done properly
in placing Nedjm-ed-dowlah in his father's station ; but that they
had acted very improperly and very unjustly, in taking money
from him. He added, that such a sum must be accounted for by
charging it to the Company’s credit. To this requisition, the two
gentlemen answered, first of all, by sending in their resignation,
and then by declaring openly, “ That so long as they were in the
“ Company’s service, they were bound to obey his commands,
“ but now that they had resigned it, they had no further orders to
“ receive from him ; and that, if he had any thing to say to them,
“ he must say it in the Royal Court of Justice. That as to his in-
“ junctions for refunding the money they -had received, they would
“ be ready to submit to such a measure, and to refund the two
‘_‘ small sums they had received from Nedjm-ed-ddwlah, whenever
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“himself should think it proper to pay into the same treasury
“the enormous sums he had received from Nedjm-ed-d6wla.h’s
“father, at the time he had placed him on Seradj-ed-d6wlah’s
“mesned." Lord Clive on hearing so resolute and so undis-
guised an answer, and on finding that they had resigned the
service, did not dare to enter into any discussion with them,
and he remained silent. Djanson himself went home; but
Middleton who had been long in Hindia, addicted himself to a-
mercantile life; and after some time he found means to be re-
admitted in the service, where he became Chief of Moorshood-
abad; when his last moment arriving, he died at Painty, a spot
nearShah-abad, midway betwixt Azim-abad and Moorshood-abad.
He was entombed on that very hill of Painty, where his monument
is seen from afar. In his nation he bears a celebrity for good-
ness of heart and much benevolence. But supposing that he
was a man of ‘much goodness, nevertheless there was no com-
paring him in genius and many other good qualities to Doctor
William Fullerton; nor in bravery and military abilities, as well
as firmness in friendship and steadiness of temper to Colonel
Godard; nor in wisdom of conduct, or attention to the rights
of friendship and love, or in knowledge and keenness in the
intricacies of business and government, to George Vansittart;
nor in goodness and in civility and many other qualifications to
Mr. Aayoun-Law and Mr. Thomas-Law, who was younger brother
to Mr. Ayoun-Law, and equal to his elder brother, in merit(6).
Nor was Baaloo Sahab inferior to them. But Tamsan Sahab
was incomparable in many valuable qualifications ; and so were
Mr. Anderson and Mr. Elliott, two young men who had no equal
in the very perfection of wisdom, civility, and kindness, and in
the whole assemblage of whatever could conciliate respect or
love to a character. It is even reported of Mr. Anderson's
younger brother, that he is equal to his elder brother, andin
some sciences, such as the Mathematics, his superior. Few men
equal to these have been seen. in that nation; for although some
other English characters are spoken of with encomiums, yet as
I never had any business or connections with them, I have not
sufficient knowledge to write of them. '-

(6) All ‘these nlmes having been atfint heard wrong, andthenmispelt, and
¢hstfllwritteaudthutoowithoutvowch,thusbnonlHnguythin¢ni.thnI.
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' It wasabout this time that Mr. Billers succeeded in right of

seniority to the Chief-ship of Azim-abad. He was a man of little
understanding, and on that account, much inclined to submit to
the guidance of Mr. Middleton and Mr. Djonson. On his being
appointed, he went frqn the garden of Bauky-poor, the then
residence of every English ruler, and having traversed the city
in great pomp and state, he proceeded to the castle where he
ordered Mir-cazem-qhan to take his seat on the mesned of gov-
ernment, as Viceroy of the province of Bahar. This installation
produced him a sum of money ; but as at the same time he
listened implicitly to the dictates and instigations of some
Gentoos, as senseless as himself, he became himself guilty of
some improper actions, which rendered him distracted when he
came to hear of Lord Clive's arrival, and of his great power
and severity. He was seized with consternation on his past
conduct, and‘ killed himself with his own sword. He was buried
in that very garden of Bauky-poor where he has remained ever
since, a standing stock for the reflections of his own countrymen.

But it was General Carnac who enjoyed now the full spun-
shine of favour. * He had these many years enjoyed the friendship
and confidence of Lord Clive’s ; and he became now the principal
manager of his politics and government, as well as the centre
of all business, public and private. He had been heretofore a
warm friend of Doctor Fullerton’s; but having become his
sworn enemy, he had put some matters into Lord Clive’s mind,
that made him dismiss the Doctor from the service. This
gentleman after taking an affectionate leave of his friends, by
whom he was exceedingly regretted, set out for his country, from
which he promised to come back again, on his being able to
obtain certain conditions and stipulations for himself. It appears
that his intention did not tally with the decrees of Providence;
for he has not yet appeared, although there is intelligence of his
being alive and in health. Wherever he may be, God, Almighty,
preserve him in peace of mind.

Lord Clive’s first care, after his arrival in Calcutta, was to
take cognizance of some pressing business, and to settle some
important regulations. After those arrangements, he resolved to
repair to Ilah-abad, in order to carry certain points which he had
settled in his mind; and the ‘Vezir himself, on that nobleman's

Billers,
Chief ofAzim-
abad, kills
himself.

Doctor
Fullerton dis-
missed from
the servies.



Some ac-
count of
Mirza-cazem-
qhan.

s rm: si:~':1R
invitation, and that of General Carnac’s, quitted Faiz-abad, his
capital, and took the road to Ilah-abad, being much encouraged
thereto by the insinuations of Shytab-r!;y's, who was the harbinger
of peace between the different parties. There appeared at this
time a certain person called Mirzafazem-qhan, a Persian
born, who by marrying in the family of Hassen reza-qhan, grand-
son to Iladji-ahmed, had acquired many friends, and in time had
been promoted to the government of the District of Sarseram and
Ch:iin-poor, through the interest of Aaly-hibrahim-qhan. As
Lord Clive had once known him when in Decan, he now re-
menihereri his uquaintance, made him an object of boundless
favors and high preferment, presented him with one lac of rupees
contant, and admitted him so far amongst his favourites, that to
all appearance it is to his interest and management that Mahmed-
reza-qhan owes his elevation to the summit of power. The
latter wanted to return the obligation ; and as he could not bear
to see Shytab-ray’s extensive influence, and his participation in
every secret of State, he recommended the new favourite as an
able negotiator; his intention being to supplant Shytab-ray in the
future negotiation with the King and the Vezir. This matter
had even been settled with Lord Clive, without the General’si
knowledge ; and it was with this view that the Mirza had accom-
panied that Lord in his journey to Hindustan. But that nobleman,
who on his arrival at Azim-abad, had maturely examined Mir-
cazem-qhan,'the actual Governor, and Durdj-narain, his deputy, as
well as Shytab-ray; and had weighed their several degrees of merit
and capacity in the scales of discemment and penetration; soon
came to take his resolution in favour of the latter, whom he
desired to accompany him in his journey; his intention being
to make use of him as an agent and a go-between in the ensuing
negotiation. As to the actual Governor, Mir-cazem-qhan, he
found him to be a man simple and plain, but unfit for so weighty
an office as the government of Azim-abad. He even seemed to
listen to the proposals of Durdj-narain’s, who actuated by
avarice and covetousness, wanted to be the sole disposer of all
the affairs of Government to the exclusion of his benefactor.
This Gentoo, unmindful of all the obligations he owed both to
the above nobleman, and to his elder brother, Mir-djaafer-qhan,
thought only of advancing his own affairs under pretence of
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promoting his master’s interest; and he went so far as to lay
claim to the administration of the province in his own and
sole name. Lord Clive who did not think the hurry of a voyage
a fit time for dismissions and appointments, left the matter
undecided ; and taking Shytab-ray with him, he journeyed to§Ilah-
abad, where he had the honor to pay his respects to the Emperor.
After which he visited the Vezir ; and having exchanged with him
some sumptuous entertainments and several curious and magnifi-
cent presents, he explained the project he had in his mind, and
asked that the Company should be invested with the Divan-ship
of the three Provinces of Bengal, Bahari'and Ooressa, of which
ofiice he requested the proper Patents from the Vezir and the
Emperor. Asboth the Emperor andthe Vezir were already in their
minds subdued by the superior courage and prowess of the English,
as well as overawed by the strength of mind and penetration
of Lord Clive's (two articles in which they were greatly over-
matched), they were obliged to grant the request, although
reluctantly. Having therefore ordered the Seneds or Patents
to be drawn up in the manner that had been desired, they
delivered them in the hands of Lord Clive’s. By these Patents
twenty-four lacs a year were settled as the Imperial tribute, or
quit-rent over the three provinces, for the future ; and the
Company's acknowledgment and bond for the same, which are
the owner's voucher, were drawn up under their seal, and
entered in the Imperial registers. Thus a business of such a
magnitude, as left neither pretence nor subterfuge, and which at
any other time would have required the sending wise Ambassa-
dors and able negotiators, as well as a deal of parley and
conference with the Company and the King of England, and
much negotiation and contention with the Ministers, was done
and finished in less time than would have been taken up for the
sale of a jack-ass, or of a beast of burden, or of a head of cattle.
The Lord having accomplished his purpose, returned to the seat
of his command, which is called Calcutta; and left for his
Agent at the Emperor's Court, Colonel Usmutt (Smith), who after
the Lord's departure for England, received the title of General,
and became entrusted with the command of the English army.
His office was only that of an Agent near the Emperor’s person,
but in fact he was his master and Lord to all intents and purposes;
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and he was himself so sensible of his power, that he took his
abode within the castle, and in the lmperial Palace, whilst the
Emperor was obliged to remain without ; where to conceal his
shame, he amused himself in finishing with brick and stone, some
buildings which he had heretofore commenced. But even there
he was not free from insult. For the Colonel one day being
displeased at the noise which the imperial kettle-drums and
other warlike instruments made in the place appointed for them
over the gate of the castle(7), sent them order to cease, and
forbade their playing any more; with which order those poor
men thought proper to comply, and henceforward they remained
without performing their duty and without bread. Verse-—

" Have patience; every one shall have his turn for five days."

As to Mirza-cazem's views of supplanting Shytab-ray
in the business of speaker or Agent of Lord Clive’s, they
totally miscarried. Shytab-r!1y’s good manners, and flowing
language, together with his penetration, and keenness of
genius, had gained so much on the Lord’s heart; and he had
impressed his mind with so deep a sense of gratitude for the
services he had rendered the Company and the English Com-
manders, to whom he bore a sincere attachment, that Mirza-
cazem missed the office which he aimed at, and returned with his
protector without obtaining his ends. However, he became
instrumental in putting an end to Aaly-hibrahim-qhan’s exile.
For although this nobleman enjoyed much consideration with the
Vezir and his Minister, nevertheless he lived uneasy on account
of his being deprived of his friendsand country; and he became
now desirous of returning to Bengal, chiefly through the per-
suasion of the said Mirza. This gentleman, who remembered
how instrumental that refugee nobleman had once been in
screening him from the blaze of Mir-cassem's resentment; and
how much he was indebted to a patronage that had sheltered
him so effectually from the scorching rays of that burning sun,
so as to bear him harmless and in the very palm of his hand,
now thought it incumbent upon him to make a return for those
important benefits. He therefore presented him to Lord Clive

(7) This was a much graver affront than an European could apprehend; for
this music, which consisted of a variety of instruments, and played three or four
times a day, and once at night, is a matlr of§ovei-elgnty, and always of command.
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and the General, and obtained permission for his return to Moor-
shood-abad ;- to which city the Qhan was strongly inclined, on ac-
count of his long residence in it, and the number of friends and _
acquaintances he had theré. He set out then with Mirza-cazem, and
was received amongst the favourites and friends of Mahmed-rcza-
qhan’s. But although he was treated with much honour and re-
gard,he was not held in that high consideration which he deserved.

Lord Clive being returned to Azim-abad, dismissed Mir-
cazem-qhan from the government of that province, and appoint-
ed in his stead Rajah-Durdj-narfrin, as sole Governor, with full
power for loosing and binding every thing all over the country.
Nevertheless, he assigned to Mir-cazem-qhan a. yearly pension
of one lac; and this nobleman went and took up his residence at
Radj-mahal-ecber-nagar, where he had been born and bred,
and where the easiness of his temper made him keep clear of all
strife and contention, contenting himself with passing his days
in quiet and affluence, by which he acquired the name of a good-
natured man. But Durdj-narain, as if in retribution for the in-
gratitude and underhand dealing with which he had used the
ppor man, his master and benefactor, was in a few days put to
a deal of shame, and dismissed from his office with disgrace.
Insomuch that this man who had been endeavouring to raise
himself to the sole government of the province at the expense
of his master, lost both his character and life, as we shall shortly
mention in its proper place. Lord Clive after a few days’ stay
at Azim-abad, repaired to Calcutta, where he settled to his own
mind every part of the administration. He associated Mr. Sykes
to himself in the business of regulating matters of revenue, for Changesand
which purpose he appointed him Chief of Moorshood-abad, whilst promotions
the late Djessaret-qhan was appointed to the government of g‘;:;‘5l_'°“t
the province of Dacca-djehan-ghir-nagar. But the country of
Bardevan was taken out of the hands of the Hindians, and en-
trusted to the care of two or three trusty and approved English-
men. Roh-eddin-hosséin-qhan, son to Séif-qhan, and grandson
"to Umdet-el-mulk-emir-qhan, Governor of Cab8l, was continued
in his Government of P8raniah. He had chanced in a swift
Morpanky (8) toovertake Lord Clive about Shah-abad and Péinty,

(8) The Mor-panky, as its name implies, is~a swift elegant boat, the poop
whereof is fashioned and painted like a Peacock, whose tail, colored shd gilt,»
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whilst the latter was going up in the heighth of the rains ; an
he had rendered so satisfactory an account of his conduct, tha
he had been confirmed in his post, with orders to send tht
product of his government, which did not amount to more thar.
six or seven lacs a year, to the Cachery or Exchequer of Moor-
shood-abad, as it had been customary formerly. But such was
this man's ignorance of business, and his natural sloth ; and
such was his prepossession in favour of that ungrateful, faithless
favourite of his, called Asker-aaly-qhan, who was son of his
fathe1’s Pir-zada or director, and whom he had entrusted with
the management of all his concerns, small or great, public or
private, that in two or three years’ time, he lost his office and
appointment, as it shall be mentioned hereafter. As to the
Djaghirs, Altum-gahs, Free-holds, and private possessions of
several people, which had always been held free both by Aaly-
verdy-qhan, and by his successors, who never made any objec-
tions to their privileges, they were respected by the English,
who following that example of lenity, left them unmolested ; nor
was any injury or chicane offered to a single man amongst the
possessors. This proved to be one of the tokens of Divine good-
ness, and one mark of English munificence ; for had it not been
for that lenity, all was over vith the ancient nobility and gentry
of this land ; nor could any one of them pretend to live a
single day in it even under the bare. canopy of heaven. The
English did even more. For the revolutions and alterations which
resulted from the changes of the Emperors, and which the wont-
ed faithlessness of men in office had rendered almost certain
and unavoidable, were now put an end to by these strangers,
who established it as a standing rule, that whoever was actual
possessor of a. spot of land, should remain in possession of it
for ever; and that after him it should devolve to his posterity-
Thanks be to God Almighty, that matters have remained on that
footing; and that it is become customary and established, that
those who satisfied with little, have let themselves down the

extends from head to stern. , It is rowed with paddles managed by twenty, thirty, or
forty men that have their faces turned to the place they intend to fetch. Such a vessel,
of a hundred feet in length, was put on board an East-Jrédianan, by Governor
Vansittart, but divided in three parts, which were put together in London, and pre-
sented to King George I. Look at Nata 43, Section 8.
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scanty stream of resignation and contentment, should be suffer-
ed to glide safely in it with their children and families; and
may God grant out of His goodness that we may meet with no
worse times than thesel

It must be mentioned that Lord Clive, after a short stay at
Moorshood-abad, had landed in the garden of Saaduc-bagh on his
way to Ilah-abad, where he had been complimented by Nedjm-ed-
dowlah and Mahmed-reza-qhan, who had accompanied him so far.
On Lord Clive's departure, these noble persons were returning to
their palaces, when on a sudden, Nedjm-ed-dowlah was assaulted
by some sharp pains in his bowels, which finding no vent
at all, became so excruciating, that the young Navvab on his
alighting at his palace, departed this life. It was on the twenty-
fourth of Zilcaad, in the year of the I-ledjra one thousand one
hundred and_seventy-nine. He was succeeded in the government
of the country by Séif-ed-d6wlah(9), his second brother, a young
man of gentle manners, and who shewed himself inclined to do
good and to oblige; but he too in a few days hastily quitted his
life and government, leaving a good name behind. His power
did not extend far; but so far as it went, he never suffered it to
fail, whenever there was an act of benevolence and commiseration
to be performed.

(9) I was passing by the young Prince's gate at that very time. lwas stopped
by a crowd, when lol there came out,at one and the same time, that he was taken
ill, and that he was dead. Immense crowds thronged the whole length of the
street, where it would have been didicult to descry one single person that was not
actually beating its breast, or bathed in tears. The desolation and screams of the
women in particular, are not to be described; and the curses universally poured
against the supposed author of that unaccountable death, will never he forgotten.
People pointed to Mahmed-rssa-qhsn, whose sway and overbearing temper, neither
this Prince, nor his elder brother, could brook. lt is remarkable that people talked
freely, of the first sudden and amazing death ; but on this second death, people
became silent and sullen. l was then at Aga-aaly's house, who was my neighbour,
and an eminent merchant, attached to Mahmed-reza-qhan ; and there were present
than Hsdji-mahmed-beg, Fodjdar of Moorshood-abad, Hadjl-mshrnod-long, Aga-
resa, and some other Moghuls, all attached to that Minister. Th gums! report,
ssld_th¢ translator, charges Mabsnsd-nos-q/non strongly. Wild! is your opinion of
it! Hal Sir, said one of the company, the physicians an all ofllis Cabal-all
lloglaulsmbut hers he was Interrupted by these words: People do not loll if such
suitors st lloorsbood-sod, very gravely, Ags~asly; and this admonition was
followed by s low pause .
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Shytab-ray had attended Lord Clive to llah-abad by order;

but on that nobleman's departure from thence, he of his own
accord took his leave for a certain time, under promise of re-
turning soon, as he had some particular business of his own.
As to my forgiven father, he was so dissatisfied with the com-
plexion of the times, and the contempt in which the Majesty of
the Empire was held, that he had chosen to live retired, and
satisfied, upon-that small Djaghir or estate which he possessed in
this province from ancient times ; and from whence he used
now and then to repair to Azim-abad for the purpose of paying
one or two visits to whoever happened tb be seated on the
mesned of Government. For he thought it expedient to be upon
some terms with the men in office, lest he should be molested by
those men who lived by wickedness; and it was on that account,
that he had come to Azim-abad to wait on Lord Clive. But
that Viceroy, who always travelled in haste, having already
quitted that city, my forgiven father went no farther, but sent
Séyd-aaly-qhan, my brother, who was a great friend of Rabia-
begun's (mother-in-law to Mahmed_reza-qhan). I-Iis intention
was that he should accompany Shytab-ray, to which last he
wrote a letter, intimating the design he had in view in sending
his son; for he requested his assistance in such matters as de-
pended on the Nizamet, that is, on the interference of the Navvab
and of the English. He informed him at the same time that he
had sent his son for the purpose of procuring some Seneds or
Patents under the Navvab’s seal. The style of the letter was of
so conciliating a nature, that Shytab-ray, who possessed much
sense and good nature, and knew how to rate every one‘s worth
and station, answered it with particular marks of civility and good
will, promising his services and assistance with the best grace
imaginable. My forgiven father, on this promise, sent the
harcara or head-spy, Moorly-diuir, who was one of the Columns
of the Government of Azim-abad, a man of keenness and
abilities, who had orders to attend Shytab-ray; and Séyd-aaly-
qhan himself was ordered to attend them both ; for which pur-
pose he went with them as far asMoorshood-abad.

On Shytab-raysarrival at Calcutta, Lord Clive, by the General’s
advice, proposed to attach him to his person, by employing him
in whatever was relative to matters of finance and govemment.
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Shytab-ray, who was sensible how much exposed he was to the
shafts of envy and obloquy, and who wished to shew his
resignation and want of pretensions, brought many reasons
forward for excusingihis backwardness, but he was not heard;
and the Viceroy insisted so earnestly, that Shytab-ray was
obliged to acknowledge his being ill of a distemper, which was
looked upon to be a confirmed lues. On this intelligence, he
was made ovor to Lord Clive’s body Physician and Doctor, whr
was ordered and bound to attend Shytab-ray. The Doctor applied
himself to his task so earnestly, that his patient's distemper
which had risen to its heighth, and raged with so much violence
as to prevent all bodily motion, especially that of the joints in
the legs and arms, was totally expelled and put an end to, by
only rubbing the parts with a remedy composed of quick-silver
and hog’s fat. It disappeared so intircly as not to leave a trace
behind. Shytab-ray made the Doctor a present of ten thousand
rupees; but as soon as he was in full health, he was promoted
to the titles of Maha-radja and Bahadyr(1o), to the high rank
of Commander of five thousand horse, and to an allowance of
twenty-five thousand rupees per month for the expenses of his
Government, besides five thousand more for his own person.
Over and above that, he was complimented with an enlargement
ofhis Djaghir,and likewise with amore extensive share of influence
in the management of Government matters, in which he was
associated to Durdj-narain and to Mr. Middleton, which last was
Chief of the factory of Azim-abad. Moreover he was entrusted
with the use of Séif-ed-d6wlah’s Seal, who was reputed Nazem of
all the three Provinces ; after which he was ordered to return to
his office.

As to my forgiven father's business, it was performed to
his own wishes by the exertions of Séyd-aaly-qhan, my glorious
brother, and by the patronage of Rabiah-begum, his patroness,

(10) These two words in the Shanscrit, or sacred language of Hindia, signify
great King, or great Prince. But since the Mahometants have taken possession of
that region, they are become only an honorific title given to Hindoos of high dis-
tinction; just as the word Qhan, which in the Tartar, or Turkish language signified
a King, is now become an honorific title only, all over India, as well as in Persia,
and the beginning only of the titles of honour; that of Bahadyr, which signifies
valiant, is the next. Se: tlu not: 25th, Section nt.
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even some time before Shytab-ray had returned to the city of
Moorshood-abad.

During all this time I was by Doctor Fullerton's recommenda-
tion an attendant on Mr. Sage, one of the ablest and most
considerable Englishman of that time, who conducted all the
business of Banares. Moreover,I enjoyed inthat citythe honourof
paying a respectful attendance to the most perfect, and glorious,
Sheh-mahmed-aaly-hezin, (whom God may place amongst the
highest of his electl) My forgiven father was residing with
his whole family, relations, dependants, and retinue at Hosséin-
abad, a town which he had founded and huilt on his Djaghiri-
lands; when at once, and without any apparent cause, his holy
person resented a slight indisposition, which soon became a con-
tinuous fever. It is reported that it struck into his brain like a
fit of apoplexy. I-lis senses, however, and understanding were
little impaired. Nevertheless the twelfth day after his first in-
disposition, it being a Sunday, the third of the second Djemady,
in the year one thousand one hundred and seventy-nine of the
Prophet's retreat (on whom may be peace and blessing for ever l)
he was pleased to depart to the merciful mansions of the Omni-
potent King, and was inhumed in the town which he had found-
ed. May God's mercy be over him, and may he be admitted
into the mansions of the pious and virtuous I This doleful in-
telligence was brought to me at Banares by an express dispatch-
ed by my glorious mother (whose shadow may long continue
to stretch over me I ) I received likewise repeated and pressing
letters from my kind bother, Naky-aaly-qhan-fahr-ed-dowlah, and
from some other relations and kinsmen, who all requested my
presence instantly. This intelligence having overset my schemes,
I discontinued my attendance on Mr. Sage, and proceeded
to Hosséin-abad. The venerable just whom I have just been
mentioning, and upon whom I had hitherto waited so respectuous-
ly and so constantly, was dissuading me from that journey.
“A little time more," would he say, “ and I will quit this fragile
“ world. l wish that at that moment you may not be asunder
“ from me." These words melted my heart. But the impor-
tunities of my mother, and of those that survived my forgiven
father, together with the feebleness of my own destiny, did not
allow my obeying commands so worthy of obedience, or of
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reaping the advantages of my attendance on that venerable man.
Had I been able to stay, my attendance on him would have
proved the greatest happiness of my life ; but there is no help-
ing the failures of on’s destiny! Verses:

" To those born to ill luck, of what use can be a complete guide P " (ll)
“ See l an Elia is bringing an Alexander thirsty from the fountain of lifel
At last I arrived at Hosséin-abad; and on hearing of my

forgiven father's demise, I proceeded to Moorshood-abad, where
bygood luck Shytab-ray and Séyd-aaly-qhan had chanced to make
a stay, and had got the confirmation of my Djaghir's Patent,
which was drawn up in the name of the lowest of mcn(I2), who
was the oldest of the f0rgiven’s children ; and they brought it to
him on their return to Azim-abad.

We left Shytab-ray on his way to take possession of his new
office of Azim-abad. On his arrival in that city, he thought it
incumbent on his wisdom and uprightness to make it a rule, that
the conferences for business of Government and finances, should
be held, neither in his own house nor in that of Durdj-narain’s,
but wholly in the Imperial Castle, which place had been time out
of mind allotted for the assemblies of all such men aswere in oflice,
for all such as rented any land from Government, and for all such
as had business with them. it was likewise established that the
English Chief should repair thither at the appointed time, and be
seated in a chair of State ; and that over against him, on a long
mesned spread on the ground for the occasion, Durdj-narain
should be seated on one side, and Shytab-ray, on the other, with
each a. cushion of State on their back(r3). That on every Patent
drawn up, Durdj-narain should sign his 6ae'.s(14) at the bottom

(tr) Alexander (and there are several of them), on being conducted to the
fountain of life by the Prophet Eliah himself, met with so many cross accidents,
that he was obliged to return without having quenched his thirst.

(la) The words, the poor man, at the third person, always signify, ms; but
none but persons of the highest distinction have a right to call themselves, in their
letters or in their conversation, the least of men.

(:3) A cushion of State is called a G40-Takkia, an ox cushion, or a large
cushion. _It is‘cylindrical, three or four feet in length, and twenty inches in diameter.

(14) Letters are never signed in India, ( but the Gentoos sign). The writer
only, if he be a man of importance, writes the word Bah, or even cs, in large
characters. Now as the seal whereon the writer's name is engraven, is put on the
outside of the letter only, together with the place, name, and date, and all that is
only set down on the cover, one may judge from thence what degree of authenticity
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of it; and that Shytab-ray should just by it, or below Nedjm-ed-
d6wlah’s seal, write in his own hand, and with a. flourish, the words,
it has been seen. So much regularity could not please Durdj-
narain, a man who prided on his having held the Government in
his own single person, as well as on his relationship to Ram-
narain; and who used to apply his own private seal to matters
of business; and as he had no other overseer but his ownself,
and he was known to have acted all along faithlessly in imitation
of his deceased brother, and of all the other lessees, his prede-
cessors, he felt himself much hurt by the new regulations, but
however submitted to them. Hence his concurrence ceasing to
be cordial, it increased the breach and dissensions between him
and his colleague to such a degree, that the oflicers of Govern-
ment split in two parties, one of which sided with Radja Shy-
tab-ray, whilst the other continued as usual with Durdj-narain.
Matters turned out much worse, when the public accounts became
objects of attention. Shytab-ray being in duty bound to inspect
the papers of the Divanship, or the management of finances, soon
found that the estimates of the revenue had been very faithlessly
made ; and that in every transaction thousands and ten thousands
had been withheld as perquisites of otfice, and as Nezers to
Durdj-narain. On which liberties he adverted with much severity,
as highly improper. He therefore provided another set of
lessees and renters of the revenue, who undertook to preserve
the article of perquisites and Nezer-anas, over and above the
full finance due to Government. On which offer he sent a mes-
sage to Durdj-narain in these terms : “Either oblige the actual
“ incumbents to account fully for the late failures, or dismiss them,
“ and set up the new proposers in their stead." As in either case
the incapacity and faithlessness of that man's would have come
to light of themselves, to his great danger and shame ; and
there appeared likewise in the receipts of Government, and in
the public expenses, much collusion and infidelity, Shytab-ray
selected some trusty friends of Durdj-naré.in’s, by whose channel
he sent him notice that the public money must be replaced by
all means, but that he wished it might be done in such a manner
as should not tear the veil which hung over it. Meanwhile
such vouchers would be allowed to in a European Court of justice. Look at the
Note :83, Section 35.
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Moorly-dur, the harcara, who had joined Shytab-ray’s party,
being from longhand thoroughly acquainted with every minute
circumstance relatipg to former transactions, was daily ripping
open the lining from Durdj-narain’s secrets, and exposing to
view the inside of his cloth. But that infatuated man, trusting
to so much merit as accrued to him from his brother Ram-narain's
having {been thrown into the Ganga for his thoughtless attach-
ment to Mr. Amyatt and General Carnac, listened to no sober
advice, and was full of excuses and pretences. So far from
attending to Shytab-ray’s advice and reprimands, he would
not hear even the surmises of his best friends; nor could he
be made to understand, that the English, on that single merit
of his brother’s murder, would not carry their complaisance so
far, as to let him enjoy as a Djaghir the whole revenue of the
province; so that he should cut and carve for himself. The
matter little by little taking vent, came to the knowledge of the
Lord, of General Carnac's, and of the principal Englishmen, all
of whom by several friendly messages had endeavoured to with-
draw the cotton of sloth and neglect from out of Durdj-narain’s
ears, and all of whom had advised him to listen to Shytab-ray’s
proposals, to submit to his regulations, and to replace the
balances he had incurred. To all these he used at every time to
answer by a short letter of excuses. And matters remained on
the usual footing, until Lord Clive, for what reason God knows,
conceived in himself the design of returning home; but thought
it expedient previously to renew his treaty and conventions with
Shudjah-ed-dowlah, with whom he wished to finish some business,
especially that which concerned Radja Balvant-sing, a Prince
ill-affected in general, but who now was impressed with a
singular dread of Shudjah-ed-d6wlah’s power and discontent.
On the other hand, Shudjah-ed-dowlah himself wanted to meet
the English Viceroy on many accounts. All the parties then
wishing for a parley, they agreed to meet at a place called
Chaprah, and thither they directed their respective journeys;
Lord Clive from Calcutta, the Vezir from Faiz-abad, Munnir-ed-
dowlah from Ilah-abad, on the part of the Emperor, and the
Radjah Balvant-sing from Banares.

On Lord Clive’s arrival near Azim-abad, Radjah Shytab-ray
went out to meet him with such a state and such a retinue as he
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could afford. But Durdj-narain, who never thought but of his
dignity and grandeur, came out of the city also, without once
minding the balances he was adjudged to pay, or thinking how he
might appease the Lord and his people; instead of that, he went
to meet him with a deal of magnificence and pomp, and with a
vast number of retainers. As soon as the two retinues were
descried at a distance, such a sight could not fail to surprise
both Lord Clive, and the English rulers, as they had repeatedly
wrote to Durdj-narain, that unless he paid the balances due by
him, he must not think of coming in the Viceroy’s presence.
That nobleman hearing now that he was actually coming, sent
a messenger to forbid his advancing one step farther; and the
messenger having delivered the message just as hehad received
it, stopped him short, and made him return back. But as the
injunction had been pronounced aloud, and in the presence of
so many friends and foes, as well as of all those multitudes that
had come out to meet or to see the Viceroy, it did no fail to
cover that senseless and ill-fated man with confusion and shame.
Shytab-ray, on the contrary, was admitted to the honor q" the
Lord’s presence, and received with much regard and favour.
Whereas Durdj-naréin having drank from the hands of arrogance
and inattention several glasses of wholesome, but bitter beverage,
stopped short,-and returned back; and now grown wiser from
this rebuke, he in a short time provided for the payment of the
outstanding balances, and soon obtained leave to make his bow;
after which he mixed in the Viceroy’s cortége, and passed the
Ganga together with Shytab-ray.

This little affair being over, the travellers went on ; and in
the month of Moharrem, of the year n80 of the Hedjra, ameet-
ing took place at the appointed spot between Lord Clive, the
General, the Vezir, the Agent Munnir-ed-dowlah, and the Radja
Balvant sing; and the usual compliments and discourses having
been exchanged, it was settled, “That Radja Balvant hence-
"forward would paya yearly revenue of twenty lacs to Shudjah-
" ed-dowlah, his Lord, who would forgive him the errors of his
“ past conduct, and leave him for the future in peace and tran-
“ quillity, but with a most solemn promise never to use any fraud
“ or artifice whatever against him. Moreover it was stipulated
"that a breach of this article should be deemed a breach of the
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“ articles between Shudjah-ed-dtiwlah and the English.” As soon
as these articles and conventions between the Vezir, the Emperor,
and the English were signed, together with those between the
Emperor and the Vezir, as well as those between the Vezir and
the Radja, they were written fair, and at length witnessed by the
principal English, and registered in the usual forms. After which
those noble pesonages exchanged entertainments,and curious, and
costly presents amongst themselves; and the Vezir having been
entertained with a mock-battle amongst the European soldiers,
who managed their guns and musquets with an amazing quickness
and celerity, made them a present of some thousand rupees, and
returned to his capital. The Radja Balvant, after making such a
present as was worthy of him, was dismissed ; and he repaired to
Ram-nagur, his nest, which is on the shore of the Ganga, over
against Banares; and Munnir-ed-déiwlah himself after having
accomplished his purpose, returned to his master.

As soon as these matters were over, Shytab-ray mentioned
in general terms the incapacity, sloth, and faithlessneas of former
managers; and he added “ That the recovery of the balances
“due by Durdj-narain, and by his officers and dependants, was
“ far from being an easy task; nor could such a sum be ever
“ obtained without constraint and chastisement ; and that as
“ himself, Shytab-ray, was an improper man for such a business,
“ on account of the high regard he bore to the ancient acquaint-
“ance and friendship that had subsisted between him and the
" late Ram-narain ; and such sentiments would never permit him
“ to act against his surviving brother with the firmness and
“ severity requisite for recovering such large sums, it was
“ therefore proper that after His Lordship’s arrival at Moorshood-
“ abad, Mahmed-reza-qhan, who was the centre and corner-
“stone of all transactions, should vouchsafe to come over to
“ Azim-abad forla few days to perform that service on His Lord-
“ ship's instructions ; after which he might return to his palace.”
This request of Shytab-ray’s having met with the Lord's approba-
tion, was followed by many favours and kindnesses, and that
mobleman returned to Moorshood-abad, firmly resolved in his
heart to entrust him with the whole Government, and to dismiss
Durdj-narain, with whose incapacity and endless infidelities
he was tired.
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On his arrival at Moorshood-abad he dispatched Mahmed-

reza-qhan to perform the business he had so much at heart ; and
this Minister arrived in a little time at Azim-abad with all the
terrors of power and punishment marching before him. At first
he reprimandedandput under arrest the officers of Durdj-narain’s ;
and then he prevailed upon some of them to disclose the in-
fidelities that had been committed. On their discoveries he
confined some lessees, such as Sahomul, and Mohammed-
naky-qhan, and Mahmed-ashrufi-qhan the Cashmirian; and he
arrested some others, who at last acknowledged their guilt.
Sahomul was put to the cudjel, and thereby underwent a total
disgrace. He was then sent to prison, there to remain until he
had paid the balances due by him. The like fate hung over
the two others, who were rescued in time by Radja Shytab-
ray’s interpositon, although not but after they had bound
themselves solemnly to pay their balances, before the expiration
of their leases. But at this same time Durdj-narain having by
his infidelities and by his evident incapacity openly approved
himself unable to perform a small service incumbent on his
ofiice of Governor Lieutenant, was disgraced and dismissed;
and it was determined that his revenues and Djaghirs should
be sequestrated, until the full of the balances due by him were
liquidated; but that meanwhile a small pension should be
reserved for his support.

That envious man bore a grudge to my illustrious and ex-
cellent uncle, the valorous Séyd-abdol-aaly-qhan the Moosevian,
surnamed the impetuous in battles, as if he had proved a thorn
in his side, and an object of envy to him ; and that too, for no
other reason than the high regard constantly shewn him by Mir-
djaafer-qhan, and by his brother, Mir-cazem-qhan. Durdj-narain,
in the heighth of his power and authority, which after all lasted
but a while after Mir-cazem-qhan’s dismission, had out of mere
jealousy and envy, dismissed that illustrious man from the lease
of the District of Shah-abad; and although this Gentoo himself,
as well as his father, and his elder brother, had owed their
elevation to the favour, and their very sustenanceand livelihood,
to the crumbs that fell from Mir-djaafer-qhan’s table, and from
those of that Prince's family; yet he no sooner saw himself in
power, than he abandoned that venerable man to the rapacity
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of his officers, who under pretence of examining his accounts,
put him to a variety of trouble and anxiety; and this severe
usage lasted until the Gentoo himself being dismissed from his
borrowed authority, Mahmed-reza-qhan and Radjah Shytab-ray
took the whole different under their own inspection ; and finding
it destitute of any foundation, gave the venerable man a full
acquittal. He then received an invitation from Rabia-begum, a
Princess who knew the whole extent of his merit, and he went to
Moorshood-abad with Mahmed-reza-qhan. For this Minister
having performed with Shytab-ray’s advice the business for which
he had come over, returned to Bengal ; and Shytab-ray remaining
alone, was invested by the Council of Calcutta with the authority
of disposing and finishing every business and transaction relative
to the province of Azim-abad. As he was anxious forthe honour of
his character, he applied himself closely to the functions of his new
office in conjunction with Mr. Rumbold, who on Mr. Middleton's
unjust dismission from the Chiefship of that city, and the govern-
ment of the province, had been appointed to command in his stead.
It was at the time when Mr. Sykes was appointed to act in
conjunction with Mahmed-reza-qhan at Moorshood-abad. Lord
Clive satisfied with the state of affairs in these kingdoms, and with
those arrangements he had made, departed to his own country.

This nobleman in his short sojourn in Bengal had always
proved desirous of finding in Governor Vansittart’s conduct such
blemishes and misdemeanours, as might come out of themselves
before the Council in England, in consequence of certain lights
which he had taken care to provide, and to hold out for that
purpose. For ingratitude and oblivion of benefits have at all
times been, and still are, so far characteristic in the men of the
world, and especially within this short period; and time serving
and selfish behaviour, now deemed prudence and knowledge of
the world, are come so much in fashion, and are risen to such a
height, that no trust and no faith can be reposed in another
man's friendship or attachment. Luckily, however, and this is to
be admired, these very persons, who have chosen such practices,
and have abandoned every claim to credit~ and honour, find
themselves much disappointed in their reckoning -; for these after
having been much made of for a time by their employers, until
the intended purpose is secured, come at last to be despised and
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hated by them for their folly and wickedness, so as to become
in their company a standing stock for scorn and derision. In
consequence of such sentiments, those very persons upon whose
information Lord Clive had reckoned so much, and who in fact
had served him most sedulously in his views, proved to be those
very men that had been over and over loaded with favours and
benefits by Shems-ed-dowlah (Vansictart) ; and yet they joined
Nand-comar, his inveterate enemy; and having drawn up a long
list of his misdemeanours, they gave it to Lord Clive under their
hands and seals. A transaction of such a magnitude having
made an infinite noise, could not fail to come to my ears ; but
it was without any certitude of particulars, aslittle is to be got
from that nation, which never mixes with others, and is suspici-
ous and cautious to a high degree, being always so much upon
its guard, that strangers cannot come at any of their secrets;
nay it is quite impossible.

After this little digression, which the ingratitude, and wicked.
ness of the times had thrown in our way, we shall return to
our narrative. The Viceroy and the General after having appoint-
ed Mr. Veris (Verelst) Governor of Calcutta, and General Usmut
(Smith) Commander-in-Chief of all the forces, departed to their
country. It was about the time when Mahmed-reza-qhan receiv-
ed from the Emperor, who resided still at Ilah-abad, and was of
late become fond of the company and conversation of the English,
the titles of Lord of Lords, the Foremost of the State, and the
Conspicuous of the Empire(15), with the privilege of being
carried in a Naleky. Through the same recommendation Shytab-
ray obtained for himself the titles of the Perfect of the State,
and of the Valiant, and Victorious in War ; to which were added
the honours and insignia of the Mahi. He vys now cutting a
capital figure at Azim-abad, where he passed his days with
honour, ease, pleasure, and profit.

This Minister on the new Governor's installation made a.
voyage to Calcutta, whither I thought proper to accompany him,
his good manners and civilities having made a conquest of my
heart. Mr. Veris in several visits received Shytab-ray hand-
somely, and dismissed him with regard and honour. The
V C(15) Qhan-l-qhanan, Mubaryz-el-mule, Muaién-ed-dowla.

Mumtu-el-mule. Bahadyr, Mansor-djung.
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administration was settled in this manner, that Shytab-ray and
Mahmed-reza-qhan, and Djessaret-qhan, Bahadyr, should order
all matters relative to Government and Revenue in the best
manner they should devise for the Company’s benefit; but that
twice a week everything they should have settled, should be
imparted at full length to the respective Englishmen, their
associates, who should sign in those two days whatever should
have been latterly transacted; and that every receipt and ex-
penditure of each District, after having been so signed by the
Englishmen of those parts, should be transmitted by each Naib
or Deputy to the Company’s Registers of Calcutta at the end of
each year. The affairs of distributive justice were left to the
Daroga or Superintendent of that department, with power to
hear and determine in small matters, equitably and to the best
of his judgment; but affairs of importance were to be decided
in the NAib’s ‘presence, and in that of the Englishman, his col-
league, for two days in each week, which days should be different
from the usual justice days. In consequence of such an ar-
rangement, business went on; and the English commenced
acquiring a knowledge of the usages and customs of the country.
For it was a standing rule with them, that whatever remarkable
they heard from any man versed in business, or even from any
other individual, was immediately set in writing in a kind of
book composed of a few blank leaves, which most of them carry
about, and which they put together afterwards, and bind like a
book for their future use. Matters went on in that manner,
until Mr. Rumbold having in the year one thousand one hundred
and eighty-three quitted Bengal to repair to his country, was
succeeded by Mr. Alexander, as was Mr. Sykes at Moorshood-
abad by Mr. Beecher.

It was under the latter-‘s administration that a famine made
its appearance all over the country. It made its approaches
with all its terrors, added to_a severe mortality, and to a small-
pox, that spared no age and no sex. Séif-ed-d6wlah himself fell
sick of that distemper, and succumbed under its violence; as
did his kinsman, Ashref-aaly-qhan. Foteh-ollah-qhan, brother-
in-law to Mahmed-reza-qhan, underwent the same fate, which
also swept away his consort. This lady was sister to the consorts
of Mahmed-reza-qhan and of Hadji-iamail-qhan, (all three being

4
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daughters of Rabia-begum, who was herself daughter of I-ladji-
ahmed’s). The famine and small-pox having made their ap-
pearance at one and the same time in Muharrem, that is, at the
commencement of the year one thousand one hundred and eighty-
four, they both rose to such a height, and raged so violently for
full three months together, that vast multitudes were swept
away ; nor can their number be known but to Him that knows
everything that is hidden or invisible. Whole villages and
whole towns were swept away by these two scourges, and they
suddenly disappeared from the face of earth. It was in such
calamitous times, that is, in the month of Zilhidj, of the year I185,
that Mubarec-ed-dowlah, third son of Mir-djaafer-qhan's, was
designed Nazem of Bengal ; and on Mahmed-reza-qhan’s re-
commendation, Aaly~hibrahim-qhan was appointed Divan or
Superintendent of the new Prince’s household, which constitutes
the whole of what is called the Nizamet or Government of
Bengal, and had then a revenue of twenty-four lacs from the
Company’s treasury. The new Minister, who was a man of an.
approved character, did not fail to exhibit many talents joined
to a thorough inclination to do good and to oblige. Some
further changes likewise took place in the new Prince's house
and family. For Mahmed-reza-qhan, who is a man of strange
proceedings, and still strangerinclinations, after having been for
a course of years in close connection and in complete intimacy
with Meinny-begum, mother to Séif-ed-diiwlah, wanted now to
pull down that Princess, whose lofty spirit and extensive influence
had given him much umbrage ; and that too after having entered
with her into certain stipulations and treaties solemnly sworn to.
All this change of hands took place for the sake of similar in-
timacies and similar connections and treaties which had arisen
of late between him and Babboo-begum, Mubarec-ed-d6wla.’s
mother, another Princess whom he wanted to raise upon her
ruins. This new favourite having shewn at his instigation a mind
to quarrel with Menny-begum, the two Princesses became so
inimical to each other that they avoided each other’s sight. But
Menny-begum, whose extent of understanding nothing can be
compared to, but the immense stock which she‘ is known to be
possessed of in jewels and money, thought proper to take no
notice of such an alteration; and although deeply wounded
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by such underhand dealings, she thought it beneath her dignity
to descend to an explanation ; and she passed the whole over with
a disdainful silence. Nevertheless, Babboo-begum’s authoriy and
sway were but of short duration.

It was observed at this period that the English of some rank
spent their time merrily and in pleasures, and lived upom terms
of much friendship and intimacy with the noblemen and other
persons of distinction, natives of this country. Theywere endeav-
ouring to engage them in conversation, especially upon the politics
of the country; and so soon as an Englishman could pick up any
thing relative to the laws or business of this land, he would
immediately set it down in writing, and lay it up in store for
the use of another Englishman; nor had they any other view in
taking notice of a Moghul or a native, or in courting an acquaint-
ance with him.. No wonder then, if some persons, who in these
times of half knowledge, had come by mere chance to the helm
of affairs and Government, should prove fearful, lest others by
imparting more knowledge and affording more lights, might
bring them under the imputation of neglect or infidelity, and
therebylessen their importance in the estimation of the English.
N0 wonder, if they made haste to initiate them in those whatever
little arts of oppression and rapine, which they had themselves
employed through thick and thin, and through wet and dry; or
which had been devised by vile men, and set up as standing rules
and established customs. It was upon such customs that they gave
lessons to the English, doubtless to the end that not a jot of former
tyranny might be abated, or lost by disuse. An affair of Moorly-
dur’s decision came one day to be debated in an assembly,
where I remember to have been present. Two men disputed
against each other. When sentence came to be pronounced, the
one that had proved faithless and guilty, was fined into a sum
of money, by way of fine and amend; but the other man, who
had the right on his side, was likewise made to pay some money,
by way of thanksgiving. Mr. Rumbold, who did not want
sense, and was then like his other countrymen, who in those
beginnings of their dominion were more careful and more inclin-
ed to conciliate the hearts of the natives than they are at present;
Mr. Rumbold, I say, could not help expressing his surprise at
the decision, and said: “ That to take a fine from the man who
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“was in the wrong, and had behaved in a surly, impertinent
“ manner, is a proper way of punishing him ; it is punishing his
“infidelity in kind. But what I cannot understand,” added he,
“ is that a fine should be levied also on him who had the right
“ on his side, and was guiltless. This seems to be very strange.
“What can be the meaning of that?” This was answered by
Moorly-dur and the other vile flatterers, who having observed
the advantage arising from the thanksgiving, added, “ That
“ this business had been transacted according to the rules and
“customs of the land. That there was no innovation of theirs
“ in it; nor had they set up any new invention of their own."
The gentleman expressed his astonishment and detestation, but
remained silent; for the money arising from the practices of
that vile multitude of time-servers has always a sweet savour.
Can it be expected then that a nation that has been brought to
such a head by worldy-minded-men, and shcws no other view or
intent than that of adding to its acqui_rz'tion.r, will for any length
of time abstain from such practices with such tem;>tations and
such examples under its eyes? Even to this day, when the veil
has been withdrawn from the whole matter, and intirely set
aside, there never comes out of the hands of the English any
such transaction or matter, as may reflect an ill renown on their
own countrymen directly. It is the Indians that are made use
of for such purposes; and it is only in consequence of the
behaviour of their dependants in the management of revenue
matters and in the distribution of justice; and in consequence
of the incapacityland baseness of the Hindians themselves ;
that some corruption and some oppression has crept even
amongst the English in office. I am inclined to believe that, if
ever these foreigners come to conceive an inclination to alleviate
the sufferings of the people of this land, and to attend to their
supplications, probably the oppressed would find some release
from the tyranny and hardships under which they now labour.
For it is observed that not one of those that shewed so much
zeal for the Company’s benefit, but in fact had sought only their
own welfare, ever thought proper to bestow a. moment in inform-
ing the English of the reasons of some minute institutions; of
the necessity of munificence and good-will towards the natives;
of the foundation of ancient customs; and for what purpose
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such and such an institution was set up, or what benefit might
be derived from it. Matters have come to such a pass, that the
Books and Memorandums composed by the English upon such
interested reports as those of which we have given an example,
have come to be trusted as so many vouchers; whereas they are
only some faint idea of the exterior and bark, but not of the pith
or real reason, of those institutions. Meanwhile as these
strangers are men of penetration and extreme keeness of mind;
and they have been sent by God Almighty to chastise this guilty,
criminal race of Hindostanees, over some of whose deluded
Sovereigns they have been made to prevail by breaking this race
of proud Pharaohs and improvident short-sighted Princes by the
strong hand of those new comers; so they are come at last to
undervalue the Hindostanees, and to make no account of the
natives from the highest to the lowest ; and they carry their
contempt so fa'i', as to employ none but their ownselves in every
department and in every article of business, esteeming themselves
better than all others put together. It is true that they have
commenced disputes and altercations with the rulers of their
own appointing, and with their oflicers and dependants; but it
is no less true that in the moment of inquiring about the infidel-
lites, transactions and concussions of the latter, they have stopped
short, to pass over the whole, with dissimulation and connivance.
Nevertheless, this very inquiry is become one of the tokens of
the Supreme Disposer’s dispensations. For these men brought to
the helm of affairs, and to the summit of power, by the mere
partiality of the English, had in the little time which their bor-
rowed authority had lasted, assumed so much pride and state;
they were puffed with so much arrogance, and betrayed so much
contempt for the rules of benevolence, and meekness and decence,
that their behaviour is past belief. Neither the forgiven
Mehabet-djung(16), nor the illustrious Shudjah-ed-dowlah,
although both born in the heighth of power and exercising it in
the fullness of authority, ever came up to one-tenth of the
haughtiness of these envious men; nor did they ever use their
dependants with so much superciliousness and arrogance, as did

(16) Aaly-verdy-qhan, the last real King of Bengal. He is hardly known by
any other name than that title, which signifies the dignity of Iar, and possibly, the
terror qf Iar. . '
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these new men. It is observable of these envious men, that
whenever they come to spy any one enjoying some regard and
consideration amongst the English, they get up immediately,
and never give themselves any rest, until they have depreciated
and discredited his merit; having made it a point to break the
spirits, and to lower the characters of every one of, those who
can pretend to derive any native lustre from their noble descent,
or from their rational and virtuous lives ; and it is a fact, that
every one of those new men singling out for ruin and disgrace
some man of an ancient pedigree, allowed himself no rest, until
he had carried his point, and had hunted his game down. In
consequence of which envious persecution, it is come to pass, that
at last all Hindostanees whatever have gradually lost the consider-
ation and regard they enjoyed hitherto, and have fallen promis-
cuously in disgrace and contempt; but in such a manner,
however, as that the very perpetrators of these machinations
have met themselves with a reward adequate to their own wicked
intentions, and have fallen in a greater contempt and disgrace»
than those very men they had been pursuing with so much
eagerness. Nor has any thing befallen them, but what they richly
deserved, and was of their own seeking; nor are they indebted for
their own disgrace, to any but to their own hand and heart(17).
Such are Thy dispeusations, O Almighty God l

But let us leave these disagreeable matters._ We shall speak
of them more at large hereafter, so as to elucidate the above
sentence; for we must now return to the course of our narrative.
We may remember how Mir-roh-eddin-hosséin-qhan had by a
sudden stroke of his destiny jumped into the Government of
P8raniah, and had kept possession of it. This sudden Governor
proved to be a man thoughtless and indolent, opinionated, ex-
cessively prodigal and unprovident; ever immersed in a sea of
pleasures and sensualities; and never emerging from the gulf
of a variety of strange practices, but to plunge headlong into all
the excesses of drunkenness and forgetfulness of himself. He
had given the title of Qhan to a young man, called Asker-aaly,
who was grandson of Shah Mustepha-c8ly, one of his father's
Directors; and he had become so very fond of him, as to invest
him with full powers over his public and private concerns. This

(17) An Arabic sentence of the Conn.
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fondness for him growing every day stronger and stronger, this
young man, who was excessively intriguing and ill-natured, and
withal so impatient and passionate, as to forget himself every
moment, no sooner found out that his master was devoted to his
will, than he did whatever he pleased. He made it a system to
undermine all those that kept at a distance from him, whilst he
promoted and carried forward his own creatures. He spent
sums of money in the company of dancers of both sexes, singers,
fortune-tellers, farcers, and a variety of such sorts of people; but
as he took care also not to meddle with some relations of his
master's, who were always of his table and company, he kept
him in good humour, as well as fully satisfied with his own
conduct; and all this at the very time he was continually
oppressing both the farmer and the soldiery. N0 wonderif the
revenues of the province fell into so much languor, that the ofiicers
of Government'at Moorshood-abad lodged a variety of complaints
against his master on account of the scantiness of his remittances.
He was written to several times by some of his friends, who gave
him warning of his danger; and even some of his intimates,
fearless of his N:‘1ib's power, ventured upon giving good advice
to their slothful lord, but did no good ; and they soon were ex-
posed to the revengeful N£tib’s resentment. At last one Hussein-
cooly, who had been a favourite eunuch to Séif-qhan, uncle to
Roh-eddin-hosséin, prevailed upon him, after a deal of words
and intreaties, to dismiss his favourite; after which he was
himself made Naib in his stead ; and it must be acknowledged
that in the little time his administration lasted, he brought
public matters into some order, and regulated also his master's
household. But Roh-eddin-hosséin, who remained ignorant of
every thing, and minded nothing, but that young man, for
whom he had, I know not what for, all the sentiments of the
most impassionate lover, in a little time sent for him again, and
reinstated him in his former office. He devoted himself again to
his will, dispossessed thg poor Hosséin-cooly, and again left
every thing in that wretched youth’s power and disposal. No
wonder then if Mahmed-reza-qhan, who like all the other men in
authority of those days, could not bear to see an illustrious name
enjoy some regard or any consideration amongst the English,
took care to represent to the Council the arrears and balances
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due by the Revenue of P8raniah, and got Roh-eddin-hosséin-qhan
dismissed from his oflice. On his dismission it was bestowed
on Ray-s6uchut-ray, who took a lease of that revenue. The
Council at the same time settled a pension of five thousand rupees
per month, that is, sixty thousand a year, on Roh-eddin-hosséim
qhan. Things went on in that manner for one year, when
Séuchut-ray himself was recalled and cast in prison ; and Rely-
eddin-mahmed-qhan appointed Governor of the province.

On this occasion it was observed that money had com-
menced to become scarce in Bengal; whether this scarcity be
owing to the oppressions and exactions committed by the rulers,
or to the stinginess of the public expense, or lastly to the vast
exportation of coin which is carried every year to the country
of England; it being common to see every year five or six
Englishmen or even more, who repair to their homes, with large
fortunes. Lacs piled upon lacs have therefore been drained
from this country; nor is the cheapness of grain to impose on
the imagination. It arises from nothing else, but the scarcity
of coin, and the paucity of men and cattle. Nor are these
deficiencies any thing else, but the natural consequences of
the non-existence of that numerous Hindian cavalry, which
heretofore used to fill up the plains of Bengal and Bahar, and
which (reckoning those in the Government service, as well as
those in..the Zemindary pay, together with the expectants and
their servants) could not amount to less than seventy or
eighty thousand effective men ; whereas now a horseman is as
scarce in Bengal as a Phcenix in the world. The decrease of
products in each District, added to the innumerable multitudes
swept away by famine and mortality, still go on augmenting the
depollutation of the country; so that an immense quantity of
land remains untilled and fallow, whilst those that are tilled
cannot find a vent for their productions. And this_is so far
true, that were it not for the purchases of Saltpetre, Opium,
raw Silk, and white Piece-goods which the English make yearly
throughout Bengal and Bahar, probably a Rupee or an Eshreffi
would have become in most hands as scarce as the Philosopher-’s
Stone; and it would come to pass that most of the people newly-
born would be at a loss to determine what it was which people
called heretofore a Rupee, and what could be meant formerly by
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the word Eshrefi( 18). Matters continued in that languishing state
until the end of the year 1 I84, at which time Mr. Veris having
thought proper to go home, was succeeded by Mr. Cartier, the
next in rank and seniority. Under this new administration the
decrease of the rents struck the administration with amazement
and fear. They were confounded at the great diminution of the
revenue, and at the endless minutiae in which it was involved.
These men anxious to investigate the matter to the bottom, and
to obtain a thorough insight in the rules and usages according to
which the revenue was collected, came to the resolution of
sending throughout the country one of their own nation, who
should inquire what business the subject had with the Ruler; and
in what relation stand the farmers to the Radjahs and Zemindars
of the country(r9) ; and what these are to give to the rulers of
the land; and which and what perquisites and duties they draw;
and under what name do they receive tributes. The choice
fell on Hooshiar-djung-bahadyr, Mr‘-Z George Vansittart, who
was also my particular friend ; -and who in fact proved a man of
keen genius, much wisdom, and ‘one of those who to a very
valuable character of their own, joined a great acquaintance with
the minute parts of business. This worthy man set out on the
above business, first by going to Dinadj-poor; and there having
acquired as much knowledge as his time could afford, he was
welcomed with the applause of his friends and countrymen, as
well as with the approbation of the Council. But as his inquest
had brought to light many infidelities and disorders in which
the finances of Bengal were involved ; and the Council had
conceived some general suspicions even against Shytab-ray’s
administration, which they thought equally tainted; it was
resolved that the whole country should be divided into six
departments ; and that over and above the respective Councillors
associated hitherto to Mahmed-reza-qhan, to Shytab-ray, and to
Djessaret-qhan, there should be appointed in each of the six
districts, three or four gentlemen more, not Councillors, but yet
of a rank next to it, by whose concurrence business should be

(I8) A gold rupee is worth sixteen silver ones of Calcutta; but those struck
elsewhere are inferior in value.

(19) Radjahs and Zemindars imply nearly the same meaning, namely, that of
grat land-holders. _ ‘
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carried on. Amongst these Mr. Vansittart and Mr. Palk, together
with the Chief of Azim-abad, were appointed a Council for that
province ; and the whole country was divided into six collections,
to wit, Calcutta; Bardvan; Radj-shahy with Moorshood-abad;
Djehan-ghir-nagar-daca; Dinadj-poor; and Azimabad.

As soon as the appointment of Mr. Vansittart to Azim-
abad, as a member of that Council, became public, those that
were inimical to Shytab-ray, conceived mighty hopes from such
a change; although his able conduct and his obliging man-
agement were such, that few were the men, and but few,
throughout that whole province, that could find fault with his
administration. Nevertheless, as it is impossible that every one
of his dependants should have been like his master; or that a
single man's behaviour, however equitable and just, should be
of one tenor with all the world; those that were envious
of his greatness, got everything ready to light up a mighty
flame; in so much that he was intimidated. And although the
hem of his robe was pretty free from the dirt of infidelity; and
the few blemishes in it, if any at all, could not enter in com-
parison with his many services ; yet such was his diflidence at
the inconvenients that were likely to arise from a difference of
nation and language, as well as from his unacquaintance with the
man’s character and genius, that he became somewhat doubtful
of what might become of him. At last Vansittart himself arrived,
when Shytab-ray went out to meet him, as far as Fatwa; where
having taken him upon his own elephant, they returned to the
city together, to the no small regret of those envious of his, who
sought only to raise disturbances, and had hastened to wait on
Mr. Vansittart with no other view, but that of setting up a
shop of chicane and malice. They were struck dumb on seing
Shytab-ray’s artful behaviour. Indeed he was a man of great
sense, and great honor, and not only averse himself from all acts
of oppression and infidelity, but vigorously active in restraining
his dependants from any thing villainous. As a great statesman,
and a great accountant, he had ready every kind of paper that
could be called for. Firm and steady in his behaviour and
answers, he never boggled or tergiversed at all the numberless
questions put to him by Mr. Vansittart, and never shewed any
hesitation in affording whatever information was desired, or
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whatever lights were expected. He continued to answer with so
much firmness and propriety, that he never afforded him any
opening by which any imputation might be fastened upon his
character. No wonder if Mr. Vansittart surprised at his candour,
and convinced of his fidelity, wisdom, and knowledge, should have
set open for him the gates of friendship and union ; nor did the
Radja |prove wanting to himself on such an overture. After
having’ thoroughly cleared the path of justilication, he came
forth himself from the door of love and attachment; and by a
respectful behaviour, and a variety of curious presents, he gained
so much upon the man’s mind, that the latter was thoroughly
satisfied with him. After Vansittart’s arrival, Mr. Alexander,
who had been recalled, was succeeded by Mr. Djakul, who being
likewise recalled aftera. short time, Mr. Barwell came in his
stead. As this gentleman had a strong interest at home, and
was impressed with a high opinion of his own wisdom and
penetration, he did not live upon good terms with Mr. Vansittart;
and to shew his own power and sufficiency, he expressed a
wish that Shytab-ray should entirely close with his measures,
and give up his connections with the latter. To this Shytab-ray
answered, " That without solid grounds and strong reasons, he
“ could not estrange himself from his friends; and admitting,”
said he, “ that I should do it upon your commands, what de-
“pendence can you lodgein me yourself after sucha proceeding?”
This answer was full of tense; but Mr. Barwell, who was of a
haughty and violent temper, and likewise indisposed against him,
could not understand his meaning; and he not only became dis-
contented, but remained in that mind of his until some time after
the arrival of the valiant Mester I-lushtin, the prop of the State,
and the impetuous in war(2o). This man, who in strength of
genius, extent of knowledge, beauty of style, and propriety of
manners, has no equal in these times; and who by his winning
deportment, and the afiability of his temper, has gained so much
upon the inclinations of all the world, that there is no individual
but finds himself beholden to him for some favour or some
benefit, no sooner landed at Calcutta, by order from home, than
he invited Mr. Barwell to a seat in the Committee of Calcutta, an
assembly of five persons that manage and controul the affairs of

(20) Umad-el-mulll, Mester Hushtin-bahadyr, Djeladet-djung.



Charges ex-
hibited in
England, by
Lord Clive s
management,
against Gov-
ernor Van-
sittart.

The Govern-
or's rational
and vigorous
defence.

36 THESEIR
all Hindostan. An order to that purport having been dis-
patched to that gentleman, he repaired to Calcutta, and left
Mr. Vansittart sole Chief of Azim-abad, as well as President of
the Council which composed the government of that place, and
consisted of four men more, to wit, Mr. Astuvun (Stevenson),
Mr. Dooroz (Mr. Droze,) Mr. Ayoun-Law, and Maharadja Shytab-
ray.

l/Ve have left Governor Vansittart on his way to England.
After his arrival in that country, his administration had become
the objct of a severe inquiry. Lord Clive had taken care to make
it a general topic in the Council of that kingdom. But Vansittart,
(who was a man of such an extent of genius, and so much firm-
ness of mind, that his countrymen themselves acknowledge how
difficultit would be to find such another man throughout all Eng-
land), took care to give such rational answers to each charge, as
overthrew the accusations prepared against him, and set in an
advantageous light the valuable services he had rendered to the
State. Amongst all the articles of chicane exhibited against
him, a principal one was this, that they imputed to him the death
of the English prisoners slaughtered by Mir-cassem’s order_
But he soon confuted the imputation, by producing a paper
written at Calcutta at the time of Mr. Amyatt's death, where
the Councillors openly disclosed their minds, and importuned
their Governor for a declaration of war against that Prince.
He proved his having represented, “ That as there were so many
" English prisoners in that Prince's power, it would be proper
“to make some accommodation with him at present, until the
“ prisoners should be released ; after which it might be time to
“ go to war ;” but the Councillors, blinded by their passion, and
by the fury of_their resentment, unanimously clamoured for war,
and gave it under their hands, that whether the prisoners were
to he slaughtered to a man, or not, they wauldgo to war im-
mediately. Vansittart, on this declaration, had consented to an
immediate war; but he kept the paper carefully by him; and
now he presented it open to the Council of England, and asked»
whether they conceived now that the slaughter was imputable
to him, or to the Members of the Council; adding, that if they
had the least doubt about the matter, it would soon be cleared
up by inspecting the paper. This paper in reality turned
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the tide in his favour; and the members of the English
Council, on seeing the contents, applauded his penetration, and
conceived as much esteem for his keenness of mind, as contempt
for the precipitancy of his accusers. But there was another
misdemeanour which those accusers wanted to fasten upon him ;
and it was this : That he had forborne trading in salt on the Com-
pany’s account, although he knew that such an article of trade
would produce immense benefits, when exported duty-free to
distant places; instead of which, he he had left in entirely to
he Indians. “ To this new charge Shems-ed-dijwlah answered,
“ by acknowledging the immense benefits that might have accru-
"ed from trading in salt for the Company’s account; but he
“ added, that he had been overawed, by a variety of consider-
“ations arising on that subject; and had been deterred from
‘f the attempt, on reflecting on the various branches of trade
“ already enjoyed by the Company throughout the whole country.
“ That should it be admitted, that the inhabitants of Bengal
“consisted of five kinds of men, to wit, servants to Govern-
“ ment, handicraftmen, merchants, labourers, and necessitous
“ people, that is, old and poor men ; it would be found that the
“ servants of Government alone amounted to several hundred
“thousands, who had no other way of subsisting than by dealing
“ in salt, from which article, by-the-bye, they were wholly debar-
“red in the Company’s own dominions. That to those myriads
“ must be added another multitude that have subsisted entire-
“ly by trade, at a. time when the Company was enjoying but a
“ part of the trade of Bengal, whereas now it enjoys the whole ;
“ and another multitude of the better sort again, which being
“ accustomed to subsist by serving in the cavalry, had found
“ now that such a species of service was entirely disregarded,
“ and had betaken themselves to merchandising. It is then for
“ those multitudes ”, added he, “that I have left alone that branch
“ of trade which might afford them a livelihood ; multitudes that
“ amount to as much again as all the people in England and in
" the Company's service put together; my views having always
“ been, that there might remain some veil over our system, and
“ that every man in Bengal should not become our personal
“ enemy. In one word, I was fearful, lest the whole nation,
“ already oppressed by our traders, and by the Company's
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“ encroachments, might be driven to despair, on finding that our
“ knife has cut deep, and to the very bone. What if times are
“ not all of one tenor? What if a change of events should take
“place? Would you choose then to have every one of those
“people turn out upon you, as your sworn enemies?” This
speech of Vansittart’s was greatly applauded by the wise men
of those parts, and they expressed their contempt of his accusers
in strong terms. In fact these sentences were very pithy, and
those admonitions proved full of penetration and of good sense.
And w/zat lzisadversaries bad been told, that ruling and
government need the assent and satisfaction of the governed,
and t/zat it wasfarfromfinding its account in t/ze injury and
ruin of the suhject F

“ If thou hast comprehended this, let me kiss thy wisdom ;
“ But if thou art insensible, what a pity, and what a pityl "
Mr. Vansittart having come off victorious from those ac-

cusations, become henceforward so conspicuous, that those who
had the power of binding and loosing in that country, conceived
that there was no man fitter for the purpose of introducing order
and regularity in that distracted country, than himself. After
his departure, they sent some further orders for his perusal.
Misfortune would have it so, that the ship which carried him
was swallowed up by the sea, in such a manner, that no in-
telligence and no vestige could ever be discovered of her in any
part of the world. When this piece of news reached England,
the wise men of thatc ountry, after a thorough examination -of
the case, resolved, that in such aconjuncture they had one person
equal to Mr. Vansittart, and none fit to make amends for his
loss, but Mr. Hushtin, who was the very man fit to be sent, and
to be seated in his stead. The said Master was then Bari-
sahab or Governor of Arcat in Decan(2i). They therefore made
haste to send him an order to depart for Calcutta, where he
was to take charge of the affairs of that county ; to peruse the
Company's dispatches; and likewise to attend to the in-
structions destined for Mr. Vansittart, which he was to put in

(21) As Mahmed-aaly-qhan is only a nominal Sovereign of the province of
Arcat in Decan, the people of Hindostan make no account of him, but always
reclron that the Governor of Madrast or as they call it, Mendradj, or Chinnapatan,
is in fact Viceroy of Arcat.
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execution, in the manner which he might think convenable. At
the same time they dispatched another packet to Calcutta, with
injunctions to leave closed and sealed the instructions destined
for Mr. Vansittart, until Mr. Hushtin himself should open and
peruse them. These two orders having reached their two
destinations, Mr. Hushtin went from Mendradj to Calcutta,
where the packet, that is, the letter of the European Council,
containing the instructions and orders, had been kept under
seal; and during the three months which Mr. Cartier remained
in Calcutta, he contented himself with acting only as his second
in the Government; but he availed himself of those three months
to spend days and nights in perusing the papers relative to
past transactions. and also in meditating upon the orders and
instructions brought by the said packet. At the end of that
time, which pro.bably was the term fixed for Mr. Cartier’s admin-
istration, he took his post in the Governor's chair, and in a few
days after, he dispatched orders for putting Mahmed-reza-qhan
and Shytab-ray under arrest, and for bringing them to Calcutta.
The two orders were addressed to Mr. Gram, (John Graham),
Chief of Moorshood-abad, with so much secrecy that Mr. Vansit-
tart, Chief of Azim-abad, knew nothing of them. But it is
reported that Mr. Gram, who was a great friend of Mahmed-rcza-
qhan’s, had said, that since his endeavours had failed in saving
and sheltering that Minister, it was proper that Shytab-ray,
who was in a similar ofiice, and upon ill terms with Mahmed-
reza-qhan, (but for whose deposition and arrest there was no
order from Europe) should partake of the other’s disgrace.
Djon-gram, in consequence of such a management, wrote such
letters to the Governor, that he obtained an order for recalling
Shytab-ray also, and for putting him in confinement, as well as
Mahmed-reza-qhan. God preserve the innocent from such
artifices, and such partialitiesl

Mr. Djon-gram was at supper in the house of one of his
nation, when the Governor's orders directed to him, were suddenly
brought in. He quitted the company sooner than usual, and re-
paired to his house, from whence he wrote a. note to a Captain of
troops; and straight this piece of intelligence was carried, l know
not how, in the very words to Mahmed-reza-qhan. But he was so
full of the authority which he enjoyed, that he paid no regard to
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the intelligence, but recommenced another nap, with the utmost
neglect and security. There remained no more than one hour of
night, when the Captain with a battalion of Talingas arrived
close to Nyshat-bagh, accompanied by Mr. Anderson, and he stop-
ped at the gate. Mr. Anderson, with some servants, went into
the Navvab’s apartment, and after intimating the Governor's
order, upon which he condoled with him, he added, that there
was no intention to do him any harm, or to make him uneasy at
all on any account ; but that such an order had come, and must
be obeyed. _ As Mahmed-reza-qhan had neither the heart or the
power to make the least resistance, he inclined the head in token
of submission, and consented to whatever was required of him.
The Captain of troops, after dismissing Mahmed-reza-qhan’s
Talingas, placed his own in every place and every spot, as a
guard, with injunctions to offer no rudeness and no opposition
to any of that Minister's servants, or to any of his visitors ; but
only to send their Commander immediate notice, should any of
these offer any resistance. They had orders also to behave res-
pectfully to that Minister; but to hinder any thing from being
carried out of the palace, and even tp take care that himself
should not walk in the precincts of the garden, unaccompanied.
After such a regulation, a Lieutenant, (which is an officer next
in rank to a Captain), was dispatched with adetachment to that
Minister’s Palace in town, which Palaice goes by the name of
N68-saqht(22), and contains the apartments of his ladies. Such
Talingas of the Minister's as he had found on duty, were left as
they were ; but he stationed an equal number of his own men
at every door and every gate, without offering, however, any
injury to any one, or even putting any question to a single man.
This revolution affected differently the principal persons of
Moorshood-abad ; and it was expected that Menny-begum, who
had her mind so obscured by the dust of boldness and discontent
as to wish for Mahmed-reza-qhan’s disgrace, would now avail
herself of so fair an opportunity to complete his ruin. But that
Princess, on the contrary, had generosity enough to forbear

(22) No8-siaqht signifies new-built. It is a Palace, raised land fitted in the
Hindostany manner. But Nishat-bagh, or the garden of intoxicating pleasures, is
an elegant seat at five miles from thence, built, furnished, and fitted in the English
manner.
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her pursuit, and benevolence enough to seek that Minister's
release, by every means and every endeavour in her power; and
she performed some manoeuvres to that efl’ect, which would
have done much honor to an able man, versed in business. It
is with that same steadiness, and uniformity of conduct, that she
remained attached to Governor Hushtin in the sequel, when he
came tq be attacked by General Clavering, although it was a time
of doubt and speculation. But she remained steady, without ever
betraying the least weakness, or committing anything wrong.
After Mahmed-reza-qhan’s disgrace, she was appointed tutrix to
Mubarec-ed-dtiwlah, and invested with the inspection and absolute
direcion of whriterer concerned the Nizamct or Government of
Bengal; (words, which now signify no more than the household
of that young Prince). To execute the detail of that office,
she appointed for her Naib, or deputy, an eunuch, who was now
her servant, but who had once been a slave to the forgiven Navvab
Issac-qhan. “nfortunately Itbar-aaly-qhan ( for such was the
eunuch’s name) was a man of a slow comprehension, and a
distorted disposition, narrow-minded, and of an unequal temper,
who gave a deal of trouble and uneasiness to an infinity of
people (23) ; and this proved the only blemish in that Princess's
conduct. For although she is not of a virtuous family, nor of a
noble birth, yet she is a woman of infinite merit; and her good
sense, as well as her steadiness of temper, are never so remarka-
ble, as when she has any scheme to carry forward. For whatever
she has once undertaken, she never fails to perform ; as she al-
ways finds some expedient to bring it to perfection. And had she
brought herself to the practice of sitting behind a curtain, and of
hearing herself fron thence the representations of suitors, in order
to determine them afterwards with her deputy, there is no doubt
but the Government of Moorshood-abad, and the direction of the
affairs of the Nizamet, (at least such as it is at the present day),

(23) Numbers of people, who know ltbar-aaly-qhan personally, (and the
Translator is one of them), differ greatly from our Author in this portrait.

’ They say, that he is a man of much sense, and very extensive charity. But
he has been a man in oflice for a number of years, and in an office which chiefly
consisted in rejecting some people's requests, and in admitting others; and such a
state of things cannot fail of producing much odium, and still greater envy and
alousy. _

6
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would have never been taken out of her hands. Instead of that,
she gave herself up to the eunuch entirely, a man opinionated,
destitute of sense, and incapable of the art of ruling. By that
man’s counsels she reduced both Mubarec-ed-dowlah, and his
mother, Babboo-begum, to so low a condition, (although she
herself had been bred a slave girl in the house of Babboo-
bcgum's father), that both the mother and son came at last to be
bereft of all power, and to lose all credit and consideration.
But it must be confessed that Mubarec-ed-diiwlah deserved no
better usage, as we shall shortly mention, after relating some
other events of more importance.

We have left Mahmed-reza-qhan under arrest, and with an
English guard upon him. He was in suspense between fear and
supplication, when there camea second order from the Governor
to bring him down to Calcutta; and thither he was sent under
the same guard, which had been already charged with him; it
\vas in the year of the Hedjrah 1:86. A vast concourse of
people, whether from a principle of time-serving, or from a
regard to the known adage, t/ze might is pregnant ; w/rat shall
it bringforz‘/z to-marrow 7 attended him as far as Palassy, from
whence they returned ; but numbers, who wanted to be before-
hand with their rivals, went as far as Calcutta, from whence, on
finding his affairs desperate, they returned, after a short stay.
Insomuch that none remained with him, but a certain number of
persons_,attached to him personally. Here it must be observed,
that Calcutta is an immense city, not unlike the ocean; no one
cares for another in the English territory; and as Mahmed-rcza-
qhan was now within the Company's precincts, he experienced
daily a gradual diminution of that regard and those honors
which had been hitherto constantly paid him. The attention to
his concerns diminished every day ; his answers and demands
were postponed and set by; and other business taken in hand.
Meanwhile Djon-gram, who was a warm friend to him, and
a stranger to Shytab-ray, finding difficulties in supporting
the former, contrived to involve the latter in Mahmed-reza-qhan’s
misfortunes (although probably there was no such order from
Europe); and he managed so dexterously, as to have such an
order sent to Azim-abad. But such was the obliging behaviour
of the Radjah’s, and such his art of conciliating the minds of
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every one, and of giving satisfaction to _all, that Mr. George
Vansittart, to whom the order was addressed, contented himself
with advising him to repair to Calcutta before such a day; and
he carried his regard so far, that without informing him of the
purport of his orders, he only advised him, as a friend, to take
such a journey; nor did he disclose the matter to him until
about the end of the month of Sefer, in the year 1186. So that
there elapsed a whole month betwixt his arrest and that of
Mahmed-reza-qhan's. The Radja, on the appointed day, got
into his Badjara, and proceeded on his journey to Calcutta. Mr.
Vansittart having appointed a company of Talingas to do him
honor, gave secret orders to the Soobadar, that is, to the Com-
mander of it, to let him proceed as far as the confines of the
Government of Azim-abad, after which he was himself to embark
on the same Badjara, by way of attendance; but without depart-
ing from the usual custom of paying his bow in the morning,
or of shewing every mark of respect and regard, until he had
carried him to Calcutta. Shytab-rfty having been in this manner
conducted to that city, landed at the house which he had always
used. But the detail of the answers and questions relative to
these two prisoners, is not public; nor is it come to light how
that affair -ended. Whenever it comes out, properly attested,
mention shall be made of it in the continuation of these sheets,
if it pleases God.

After about two months more the Members of the Council
of Moorshood-abad, and of Azim-abad, received an order of the
Council of Calcutta, by which Radja Shytab-ray and Mahmefl
reza-qhan were declared dismissed from their respective offices
of inspection over the Imperial Qhalissah, (that is, over the
estimate and collection of the Imperial revenue), with injunction
to those two provincial Councils, to take that business into their
own hands. The next day, in the morning, Mr. Vansittart
having assembled in the Imperial castle the principal men of
the city, and the heads of oflices, repaired himself thither, with
his Council ; and having retired with them into a room apart, he
translated the supreme orders in Persian, and gave them to
the Moonshy or Secretary, Seradj-eddin-mobamed-qhan, with
orders to read them in a loud voice to the whole assembly; to
which he was to explain them distinctly, article by article. The
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purport was, “ That Maharadja Shytab-ray had been dismissed
“ from the office of Divan of the Imperial Revenue; and that
"the Council of Azim-abad had been appointed to rule in his
“stead; to whose orders, of course, the oflicers of that office
“ were to pay obedience; but that the said Maharadja having
“been confirmed in his office of the management of the Nizamet,
“ they were therefore to acknowledge his authority in that
“ branch.” From that period, the Members of the Council have
continued in the management of the Qhalissah, or office of
finances, singly, and in full authority, without the assistance of
any Hindostani Naib, or deputy; and although it is certain that,
long before this period, and so early as Mir-djaafer-qhan's
demise, the English had ever borne a sovereign sway in every
thing, and had enjoyed full power everywhere, yet upon the
whole the management of the finances was in the hands of
Mahmed-reza-qhan, and of Shytab-ray; nor was it but some
years after, that is, on the arrival of Governor Hushtin in the
year 1186 of the Hedjrah, that the English gentlemen have ac-
customed themselves to govern without the assistance of an
Hindostanee Naib, or of any other creditable man from the
natives ; excepting however some clerks, and some other depend-
ants of Mahmed-reza-qhan’: and of Shytab-ray’s, which were
kept as registers and detail-men, but still under the absolute
controul and the sole direction of the gentlemen of the Council.
It is true that the English retain at Calcutta a Gentoo, who is
son of D8l8b-ram, and grandson to Radja Djanki-ram, one of
Aaly~verdy-qban’s Ministers; but it is only for show; and
although he bears the name of Divan of the Imperial Qhalissah,
he is in fact no more than a clerk to Mr. Doocreel, (Ducarel),
and to every Englishman that shall be appointed real Divan or
Superintendent of that office. Who knows what shall happen
next? We have seen stranger things than that.

For on the beginning of the year r I95, Qhyaliram went to
Calcutta, where he took a lease of the revenues of Azim-abad,
partly on his own account, and the rest on account of Radja
Caalyan-sing, son to Shytab-ray; but he was hardly returned,
when there arose feuds and heart-burnings between them both.
In a little time Qhyaliram, and after him Sadooram, were sent
into confinement, and disgraced, so as to lose all credit; by
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which revolution Caalyan-sing was left in the vortex of necessity
and embarrassment, endeavouring in vain to collect the balances
due from the districts of those two Gentoos, and from his own.

" The world ls undone by the men of the world,
“ The pretence is Siavush and Afrasiab(24)."

When Mahmed-reza-qhan and Shytab-ray arrived, under a
guard of English soldiers, at Calcutta, the Governor was prepar-
ing to take a journey to Moorshood-abad, in order to acquire a
knowledge of the affairs of Bengal, and to put them under
proper management. But first of all, in compliance with the
instructions arrived from his country, he suppressed the Council of
twelve that had hitherto presided over the affairs of all Bengal ;
and in their stead he established a Committee of five, of which
himself was the head. Mr Barwell, who arrived at the end of
the year, was the fourth of that Council, but at the end of a
twelve month,‘he went home. The names_,of the three others I
do not know. The ten or twelve former Councillors were
ordered to oversee the Company's mercantile affairs, but under
the controul of the Committee. Committee signifies an as-
sembly that has full authority to bind and lose all matters, high
or low, relative to this country, whether for making conquests,
for waging war against obstinate Princes at the head of armies,
or for making peace with those who are abandoned by fortune,
and submit to their fate. All these matters, and many more of
that importance, are all determined in that assembly, in such a
manner as they think convenable. The Governor, after having
taken these arrangements, set out in the month of the first Rabi,
of the year 1186, and came by himself, or only with some
Members of the Committee, to Moorshood-abad, where he spent
about two months and-a-half in putting in order the affairs of
the country, and in dismissing or confirming some officers and
other persons who had been concerned in raising or depressing
Mahmed~reza-qhan’s power; after which he returned to Calcutta.
He reduced the Nazem’s, or Nominal Navvab’s allowance,
from twenty-four lacs a year to sixteen; and out of regard to
Mubarec-ed-d6wlah's tender age, he left the disposal of that sum
to Menny-begum’s discretion. It was destined to defray the

(24) Two ancient Kings of Persia; the first of whom in particular occasioned
very bloody wars.
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household expenses of the young Navvab’s, as well as some
articles of luxury and parade, customary with the Princes of
these countries; likewise to pay a number of pensions to Mir-
djaafer-qhan’s relations, and to the women with whom he had
cohabitcd, as well as to some of the descendants of Aaly-verdy-
qhan; lastly, to afford some resource to a number of deserving
persons, to whom much attention had always been paid by
former Nazems. In the like manner, a small sum was allowed
for the subsistence of some families allied to that of the young
Prince's. A like sum was made up for the decayed families of
Azim-abad, different from the salary allowed to the Nazem of
that place, who is now Shytab-r;iy's son. But as this sum is not
confounded in that allowed to the Nazem, it is regularly paid to
the proper persons, without any charges; whereas that of
Moorshood-abad being not kept distinct from the Nazcm’s
allowance, it falls within the disposal of his officers, and of his
Nftib, all m_cn, who being changed or dismissed every second or
third year, (whilst those actually in ollicc are perpetually busy in
undermining each other’s dependants and friends), unavoidably
become covetous, and think of nothing but of the various arts
of filling their own purses, without minding the pensioners, who
are always left in the lurch. For these poor people, who are
numerous, and the remaining stock of the ancient nobility, being
kept out of their pensions, some for sixteen and some for twenty-
five mohths together, lose very often the whole of their arrears;
it being customary to make them sign a receipt in full, under
solemn promises of their beinghenceforward paid regularly, and
afterwads to inform them that upon inquiry, it is found that
the treasury is unable to discharge the balances due; but most
assuredly would be put for the future upon a better footing; and
the officers and clerks, having thereby got a. release, fall anew
in the practices of their predecessors. So that those ill-fated
men, and especially the Moorshood-abad pensioners, who in
these hard times have not a single resource under the canopy of
the Hindostany heaven, are reduced to such miseries, as God
relieve mankind from ; nor do their circumstances, or the
sufferings of the wretched, affect in the least either the Nazem
or his Naib, or the Begums, or any of the men in power, or
any of the officers of justice; and yet, were even that sum which



MUTAQHERIN. 47
is fixed, to be distributed properly, and according to the rules of
of common sense and commiseration, numbers of people would
thereby get a sufiicient subsistence, and pass their lives in some
comfort. But such is their hard fate, that their rulers and ad-
ministrators, regardless of the tears of mankind, and unmindful of
the fear of God, remain entirely insensible ; being themselves in-
capable of any sense of honour, and fearless of any danger from
the publicity of the facts; whilst, in matters which cannot con-
duce to either their happiness in this world, or their safety in
the other, they spend thousands and thousands, nay lacs and lacs,
and never abate from their vanities and misdemeanours; as we
shall mention shortly, if it pleases God, when we shall l>y-and-
bye say something of their lives, although only as one would
mention an unity out of a thousand, or shew a sample out of a
heap. But this is enough at present upon so disagreeable a
subject; let us revert to politics.

The Governor, after having finished the business which he
had in mind, returned to Calcutta, and on a Tuesday, the sixth
or sixteenth of the month of the second Djemady, in the year
1186, he arrived in that city, where he ordered the Committee
to commence the trial of Mahmed-reza-qhan, and of Shytab-rfiy,
in such a manner, as each of them should be carried to make
his answers and questions separately, and upon alternate days.
They commenced with Shytab-ray; but as this man had with
him some decisive papers, and the hem of his garment was free
from any dirt; as there did not subsist against him any such
grave accusations, nor any such high discontents, as might spoil
his affairs, ( which, by-the-bye, was exactly the case of Mahmed-
reza-qhan’s) his trial was soon closed. His conduct 1‘ "ved
quite free from the blemishes and false steps of which nad
been suspected and accused ; insomuch that'after a year s con-
ferences and discussions, he was honorably acquitted. The
Governor, and all the Members of the Committee, after many
excuses and much apology, shewed him every kindness im-
aginable; and they sent him back to his office with a letter con-
ceived in these terms. “They confessed, that the suspicions
“on Shytab-ray’s fidelity, which for certain reasons had found
“their way into the minds of the Committee of Calcutta and
“ of the supreme rulers in Europe, had proved, after a very long,
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“ and a very exact examination, destitute of any foundation;
" and that nothing had appeared from that excellent man, but
“ proofs of fidelity, fair attachment, and zeal. That it followed
"therefore that the hard treatment he had experienced, had
“ been unmerited, and far from what his valuable services had
"deserved." To this they added a dress of honour suitable to
his rank and merits, with an elephant and a number of jewels?
and he was dismissed to his former station of associate in the
Council of Azim-abad. But the man had already broke his
heart ; accustomed these many years to the kindnesses and cares-
ses of the English Rulers, he could not brook the ill return he
had received for the many valuable services he had rendered
the State. He fell into a despondent state of mind, and took a
dislike against all the world, as well as against his own life.
The truth is, that his predestined time being likewise at hand,
a slight looseness, which chanced to come upon him on his arrival
at Azim-abad, turned into a violent flux, and made him covet
victuals and things he was not accustomed to. The steadiness
of his mind, and his usual temper forsook him; and he hence-
forward made no distinction between what was hurtful, and
what was beneficial to him. It is true that the learned Faiz-aaly,
(whom may this salute of mine reach at some lucky hour!) a
famous physician, who in these days has not his equal at Azim-
abad, had attended him some time ; and there appeared evident
signs of his good management having been beneficial ; but there
were about the sick man's person some sycophants, and illiberal
men, who made it a point to represent me (who was one of
Mr. Vansittart’s friends), as inimical to his welfare; and at last
found means to remove from his person the physician above,
who then lived with me, after having represented his just re-
primands, and his unfeigned zeal, together with his attachment
to me, as so many proofs of hatred and enmity ; insomuch that
when the sick man was forced by necessity to recall him again,
and he heard him strongly recommend his abstaining from the
many compound medicines which ignorant persons of all sorts
used to prepare in secret for him, this ill-fated man, already
prisoner to death, abstained altogether from all physic, and
left the whole to the course of nature. Nevertheless, in con-
sequence of the solicitations of the Gentlemen of the Council,
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who so far trom being inimical to him, were sincerely desirous
of his recovery, he applied to a doctor, which in English signifies
3 physician ; but this doctor having conjectured that it was
prope- to evacuate and remove out of his body the impure mixture
which had taken consistence in it, he gave him a purging dose,
by which the sick man's stomach, already reduced to extreme
debility, became weaker and weaker, and at last lost al‘ power
of digestion. i

Radja Shytab-ray, originally a Cahtri(25) by tribe, was a
Kahut-suka-sun by race, and born at Shah-djehan-abad. He was
bred in the family of Senisam-ed-dowlah, son to another Semsam-
ed-dfiwlah, better known underthc name of Qhand68ran, Lord of
Lords to Mahmed-shah; and he commenced by getting into the
service of one Aga-soléiman‘, a Georgian, who was slave and
steward to Semsam-ed-d6wlah,as well as every thing in his house.
He had at first buta small salary; but by his abilities in business,
and by his meritorious services, he soon became the centre of
all business in Aga-soléiman‘s house, and of course the absolute
ruler of Semsam-ed-d6wlah’s affairs. On that nobleman's
repairing to the mansions of God's mercy, and on that capital's
becominga continual scene of revolutions, he concluded that
there was no safety for him in those parts; and he obtained the
lmperial Divanship of Azim-abad, with the management of the
Djaghir: of his master's son, being the districts of Poluch and
Malda in Bengal. Thus provided, he came into these eastern
countries, and, as it has been already mentioned, soon raised
himself to the summit of power. He was a man of great sense,
a Minister knowing in business, and a clerk of a quick dispatch,
keen, and full of penetration iii every thing he took in hand;
and he had so many other valuable qualities besides, that l
always thought hini the mos't deserving, and the ablest man
amongst the most eminent men of Hindostan. Although
originally a clerk and a penman, he proved that he did not want
either courage or prowess upon an emergency; and although he
had seen himself courted by Vezirs and by Emperors, neverthe-
less he had so little pride" about him, that he behaved to men

(25) The Cnhtries are one of the four grand tribes or races, into which the
Hindoos are divided; it ls the second. The Suca-;mu,lrc 1- subdivision; and
lhere is an infinity of subdivisions.

Brilliant
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of virtue or of distinction with a modesty and an humility that
disarmed envy itself. He comprehended at once, and at the
very first outset, the intent of every one's supplication ; and he
used to grant it with a deal of condescension, if hehad itrill his
power, and the subject deserved it; or_else, he would olfe; a
handsome excuse, in a condoling language ; so that no petitioner
ever went away from his presence, dissatisfied or discontented.
Perpetually in the hurry of business, and in conference with a
variety of people, from day-break till noon-day, and from the
evening to three o'clock in the morning, he seemed neither fatigued
with the number, nor impatiented with the singularity and
extravagance of the demands endlessly crowding upon him ; but
would attend to every one with a regard always proportioned to
the petitioner's rank, never chiding oereprimanding any one, or
making use of a harsh or dishonest expression ; nor did everaword
of abuse or rudeness come out of his mouth. Keen and knowing
in every thing, and well apprised of the prices of all kinds of
wares, he never disputed with merchants, but would give them a
handsome price at once ; nor would he admit stinginess or
economy, whenever he wanted to make a present.’ Fond of living
high and with elegance, he used to procure from distant, cheap
places, such provisions as he wanted for his own use; endeavouring
to reconcile that taste of his with the dimensions of his purse.
Magnificent and generous in his household, he strove as much
as his finances could afford, to live up to the grandeur, and
hospitality of a middling Omrah of Hindostan. For on the very
arrival of some person of distinction in town, he would send him,
according to his rank and station, a number of tables covered
with a variety of sweetmeats, delicacies, and dressed victuals, of
which he had always quantities made with the utmost nicety and
attention. In the entertainments and feasts which he used often
to give, he always imitated the splendidness and the customs of
the Moghuls(26); and when at table, he used to invite his

(26) Although the Moghul, that is the Hindostany, way of living is so very
interior to an European table, both for the variety and costliness of the victuals,
and for the ezpensiveness of liquors and other articles, yetsueh as it is, it is in-
comparably superior to the Hindoo or Gentoo way of living; the very Radjahs
pm] Kings ti that persuasion living with such an absterniousnea as would ftigllfgn
but qf their holes, all the herrnits of Europe.
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guests with the utmost politeness and courtesy to taste of such and
such particular delicacies. But his modesty and sense of decorum
were such, that no man, not even his nearest relations, have ever
seen him repair to the apartments of a woman, called Ram-dji,
Of whom he was very fond, and to whom he shewed a constant
attachment; nor could any one say at what particular time he
repaired into the inner apartments of his women, nor when he
came out. His consort, a person of his own tribe, from whom
he had his two sons, Calyan-sing and Bagvaany-sing, he kept no
conections with this longwhile; but he entertained her at a
small distance from his o\vn palace, in a house expressly built
for her use; and thither he repaired two or three times in the
year, at those stated times prescribed by the Gentoo law, but in
such a secret manner, however, that his visits were very seldom
known to any one. His behaviour to some persons inimical to
his welfare, was no less singular. These having found access to
some Englishman in oflice, for instance, to the Chief of Azim-
abad, had grown so jealous of his greatness, that when they
came to be complimented with some concern in the Company's
affairs, or with some other advantage, they had in a course of
years so far estranged themselves from him, as to express their
enmity in every thing in their power; and with such a conduct
he used to put up. But the moment a change of times had taken
place, or any disgrace had happened to them, which might
endanger their honor or their fortune, he from that moment
forgot the past, and flew to their assistance with all his might and
influence; from that moment, he turned his own breast into a
shield and buckler for them, and would exert himself so strenuous-
ly, as often to rescue them from perdition. ‘Nhenever he heard
of any one come from Shah-djehan-ahad, he used to send for
him, and if he happened to be of his acquaintance, and in distress,
he never failed to relieve him in the best manner he could afford;
but as his own salary was small, and not exceeding what had
been appointed; and he did not choose to lay a finger upon any
thing belonging to the Government; he contrived to give him a
pension; and when he found it inadequate, and could not afford
to give a better one, he used to employ him abroad in the
collections of the revenue, in such a manner as he might benefit
by the employment. But when matters did not succeed to his
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mind, even in this manner, his method was then to send for the
person, and after_having excused himself in a rational manner,
he ended his apology by making him a handsome present, over and
above a sufiicient sum to carry him back ; and he always finished
his compliment by dismissing him with politeness and regret.
Sheh-sherif-eddin-mohammed, a descendant of the Protomartyr,
Sheh-said-mohammed, (whose station may God exalt to a. higher
one! ) was an aged, learned, pious man, and one of the principal
citizens of(27) Nedjef-eshreff ( the nobility and holiness of
which spot may God augment l) who, urged by necessity, and
by the distress into which he had fallen, through some accident,
had conceived a design of repairing to India, on hearing of the
opulence of the country, and of the rich presents made, and the
high regard paid by the Grandees of that land to the officers and
servants of the sublime places, and to those that had lived in, or
had visited, the holy cities; (and indeed such was the custom in
India when the Empire was yet in its lustre). In these hopes he
arrived in Hoogly, in his eightieth year, and for a full year made
a shift to live in that city and in Moorshood-abad; but although
both the Nazem of Bengal, as well as his Naib or lieutenant(28),
were men of much wealth and power, both Mussulmen, and both
served by dependants rich and opulent, yet no one took sufficient
notice of his circumstances; so that the venerable old man
resolved to try his fortune elsewere ; and he set out for A8d
and Lucnow, the capitals of Shudjah-ed-dfiwlah’-s dominions, as
well as for Ilah-abad, then the capital and residence of the
Emperor Shah-aalem. On his way thither he arrived at Azim-
abad, where having had myself the honor to pay him a visit, l
procured the same advantage to Radja Shytab-ray. This
Minister, on his first hearing of that venerable man's arrival, and
circumstances, got into his paleky, and altho’ a Gentoo, he left
at the door his retinue and insignia, and went in only with one

(27) Ncdjef-eshreff signifies the holy spot above the waters. In fact, it is a
spot always free from the inundation: of the Forat, or Euphrates, whereon Aaly, the
cousin and son-in-law of Mahomet, is entombed. Hence the city of C8fah itself
bears no other name than that of Nedjeff-eshretf. This spot ls well I-I Kctbelln,
near Bagdad, where Hosséin, son to Aaly, is entombed, is always designed by the
words, the sublime place: ,- for it is only Mecca, the glorious, and Medina, the illu-
minated, that are designed by the words, holy cities.

(28) Mubarec-ed-dcwlah, and his deputy, Mahmud-rua-qhan. -
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or two servants, and no other company than Mir-cavam-eddin-
qhan. He made his bow with the utmost modesty and respect, and
whatever instances were made by the holy man for his taking
his seat upon a mesned, which he had provided for the purpose,
he constantly declined sitting upon it, but took his place in a
corner of the carpet, whereon the old man was sitting; and
after having spent a full hour in his company, and obtained his
acceptance of an entertainment, he withdrew with a respectful
posture. In the evening, which was the time appointed, he ordered
to be spread for him a superb mesned, used by himfelf only on
festival days, and then took his seat upon a small white carpet,
forbidding all his people to intrude upon hin during the whole visit.
The holy man having set out with me after the evening prayers,
was met by the Radja, in the very middle of the yard, where
having paid him a profound bow, he took him by the hand, and
conducted him to the mesned spread for him, and there enter-
tained him in such an humble, pious manner, that the Sheh,
highly satisfied, could not help expressing himself in these words :
"I wish, sir, that God had given also to the Mussulmen of this
“ land, a part of those good qualities which He has bestowed
" upon you." As he spoke Arabick, the Radja did not understand
him, and I served as interpreter. The Radja returned thanks
for the compliment, and observed how little he deserved it; and
on his departure, he presented him with two tables covered with
fine stuffs, such as paired shawls(29), kimqhabs(3o), choiceclothes
and other rich gifts. Out of respect to him, he thought it improper
to bring any money in his presence ; but after his departure,
and when the Sheh was arrived with me in his company, to the
house of the forgiven Zehir-hosséin-qhan, he sent after him, by
the hands of a trusty servant, a bag of a thousand rupees, which
the bearer put secretly in my hand, and which I presented in a
respectful manner to the holy, hoary man.

Once there came at Azim-abad a person well known to
Shytab-ray, but also a friend and a favourite of the Prime

(:9) Shawls (a delicate, costly stuff, now well known in England) are sold as
well as presented in couples.

(30) Kimqhabs are silk stuffs, sprinkled over with gold and silver flowers.
The best come from G8dj|-at; for there ism manufacture of them It Banaress,
which although worked and inspected by caajmm. nevmhdm wfiords MEI
inferior in quality, as well as in llveliness and colour.
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Minister Nakur-mul, Divan of the Imperial Qhalissah of Hinde-
stan, who resided in Shah-djehan-abad, a man accustomed to go
upon a par with Vezirs and Omrahs. This person came from
Shah-djehan-abad, for the purpose of performing the ceremony
of the Gayah(3r), a rite which the Gentoos perform for their
departed parents, and which is for them a divine institution. so
obligatory, that without it, they do not believe that the departed
soul can be saved. On his asking, at his departure, a letter of
recommendation for Radja Shytab-ray, Nakur-mul answered:
“ Maharadja Shytab-ray is one of your acquaintances, as well as
“ myself, no: is he void of civility and good manners; and as we
" Gentoos have the performance of the above rite in high venera-
“ tion, and hold it highly meritorious, doubtless he will not fail
“ to oblige you. As for the letter you request of me, it may
“ perhaps be of disservice to you. What, if my self-love does
“ not bear to write to him in a style suitable to the station and
“ rank he n-ow enjoys there ? And what, if his self-love would
“ not bear a style answerable to the station and rank he once
“ held here P He now rubs his forehead against the third heaven ;
“and the perusal of my letter would spoil your business." It
must be observed, that Radja Shytab-ray, in imitation of the
most attentive and most sensible Grandees of Hindostan, used to
spend great sums of money in getting intelligence about every
Sovereign and every Governor of that region, allowing ‘those in
the secret of affairs, monthly, and yearly pensions ; and keeping
for that purpose in every Court an agent, who committed to
writing, without addition or retrenchment, every transaction,
and every speech, worthy of record ; regularly transmitting the
same to other agents, stationed for receiving such intelligence.
No wonder then, if Shytab-ray, being so well served, this speech
of Nakur-mul’s had been faithfully conveyed to him, in the very
words that had been used. On the first interview, therefore,
with the person in question, he contented himself with saying to
him : “ Sir, that a person like you should come from so far; and
“ that His Excellency the Prime Minister should have not wrote
“ me two lines on your behalf, looks very strange, and is of bad

(31) Géyah is a town at three or four days south of Azim-abad or Patna. It
is a place of great resort for the Hindoos, who go thither in pilgrimage from. all
parts of India. '
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“ omen for you." The person answered, that as himsellhad the
honour to be of Shytab-r:iy's acquaintance, there was no need of
a letter; for as the Prime Minister is a sensible man, he has
understood that the Maharadja (my Lord), that is Shytab-ray,
was already informed of the intention. Not so, sir, replied Shytab-
ray, not so. Then, rejoined the man, your Lordship is well
informed of the whole matter; and if that be the case, there is
no necessity for your putting any questions about it. Shytab-
ray's friends, such as Radja Qhy-aaly-ram, and Mir-cavam-eddim
hosséin-qhan, who were presentjunderstood not a word in the
above enigma, but thought it improper to put any questions in
the new guest's presence ; however, after he was departed, they
asked what was the meaning of all that mysterious dialogue?
Shytab-ray recited the intelligence he had received, and the very
words of the speech,and then expressed himself in this manner:
I /lope to be u_/2 wit/'1 lzim, {fit pleases God; words which had a
reference to what he knew himself, but which no one could com-
prehend; still lcss could any one guess what he meant by that
expression of his ; nor what he could do to one who would not
meddle with him. When the person in question came to be upon
his departure, Shytab-ray made him a suitable present, and put
in his hands a letter for Nakur-mul, couched in a very respect-
ful and very humble style; although he had no manner of expect-
ations from that quarter, and stood in no need of any service
from that Minister. lt was to this purport : “ The letter you have
“ honored me with has been an object of pride and consolation
“ for me. It is hoped, from the good nature of your Excellency’s
“ character, that you shall vouchsafe to gladden by a small token
" of your good will, the hearts of those your petitioners, that are
“ doomed to live at such a distance from you. ” And to this let-
ter he added a curious present, to the amount of ten or twelve
thousand rupees, or even more; consisting of Atur of Aagur(32),

(32) The Agalla-wood, called Aagurin India, and 8d by the Turks, Persiansl
and Arabs, yields, especially at the knotty parts, a rosin, from which they extract
an essence highly scented, and so dear as to sell even in Bengal for twenty-five times
its weight in silver. Some even prefer that essence to that of roses ; and in Hinde-
stan, whither it_ is imported from Bengal, it sells full as dear; that is, twice or thrice
its weight in gold. This tree, which is now found only in the Peninsula beyond
the Ganges, and in those parts of Bengal that border on it, is exceedingly scarce,
and is hardly found, but when the rains and floods have torne it from its place,
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or Agalla-wood ; delicate cotton-linen, manufactured only in
Bengal, and such as is hardly to be procured elsewhere ; bed-stead
feet, of Ivory ; watches and clocks, made in Europe ; lustres and
sconces, of a glass that emulated rock-crystal; looking-glasses,
of great dimensions ; and a variety of curiosities from Europe
and China, all which he entrusted to the above person. But the
latter sent them beforehand to ‘Shah-rijehan-abad, as he had come
to perform his pilgrimage at Gayah. Nakur-mul, on hearing
of the words uttered by Shytab-ray, and of the manner, equally
noble and delicate, in which he had acted, was lost in amazement ;
“and said : This gentleman has acted with so much sense and
“ nobility, that he has given me a lesson from afar, and has totally
“ covered me with shame and confusion."

But it was in the famine of 1183, that this singular man
had afull opportunity of exhibiting his character in the most
advantageous light. This famine desolated the whole country
of Bahar, as well as the whole kingdom of Bengal. Shytab-
ray, melted by the sufferings of the people, provided in a. hand-
some manner for the necessities of the poor, of the decrepit,
the old, and the distressed; and here is the method which he
contrived for that purpose. In that dreadful year, when famine
and mortality, going hand in hand, stalked everywhere, mowing
down mankind by thousands; Shytab-ray, who heard that the
grain was a little cheaper, and in greater plenty, at Banares,
set apart a sum of thirty thousand rupees, and directed that
the boats and rowers belonging to his household should bring
regularly to Azim-abad, three times a month, the grain provided
with that sum at Banares. This grain being landed at Azim-abad,
was sold at the Banares-price, whilst the boats were dispatched
for another trip ; by which management there were always boats
landing and boats loading. In this manner, during the whole
time which the famine lasted, his numerous boats, divided in three
squadrons, were constantly employed in bringing corn, which
his people sold at the original price, without loading it with the
charges, losses, and transport ; and it was purchased by the

and left it sticlrlng on the muddy shores. Those that havebeefl ln the case of mtk‘
ing use of Shishem or Seesoo-wood for common fuel, and have attended to the
sameness of smell, will be very much inclined to suspect that the Augur-tree must
be nothing else hut some See.soo~tree, grown veryolcl,
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necessitous, who flocked to his granaries from all parts. But
as there were still vast numbers that could not afford to purchase
grain so dcar(33), he ordered them to be divided into four
classes, which were lodged in three or four gardens, or seats,
surrounded by walls, where they were watched, as prisoners,
by guards, but daily attended as patients by :1 number of clerks,
who kept an account of them, and were assisted by a number
of servants, who at stated times used to come loaded with vict-
uals ready dressed for the Mussulmen, and with a variety of
grain and pulse and a suiliciency of earthen vessels, and of fire-
wood, for the Gentoos; at the same time, several ass-loads of
small money, besides a quantity of opium, bang, tobacco, and a
variety of other such articles, were distributed severally to each
person, according to the kind he was accustomed to use ; and
this happened eyery day, and without fail. On the report of
such generosity, the English and Dutch took the hint, and on his
example, lodged the poor in several enclosures, where they were
regularly fed, tended, and lodged. In this manner an immense
multitude came to be rescued from the jaws of imminent death.
But in Moorshood-abad, such a proceeding never came into any
one’s head; and it is reported, that although Mahmed-rcza-
qhan had been appointed Inspector of that branch of Police,
grain wasgften not to be had at any rate; for such men as

\\""— _

(33) Rice sells in general at Azim-abad at the rate of :20 pounds avoirdupois
for a rupee, that is, for twenty-two pence English ; wheat at 150; barley at 200;
and Djevar, or African millet, as well as some other grains, at 300. Hence, when
grain sells at thirty or forty pounds, as it did in 1769-70, it becomes so dear that
the generality of people cannot afford to pay for it. The carelessness and inatten-
tion of the Indians, (to say nothing of their ingratitude, that bane of the nation) are
such, that although in that famine thousands of necessitous people were daily fed at
Calcutta, by several charitable English, who had clubbed together for that purpose;
although in the year 1784, adaily distribution of wheat was ordered at Azim-abad
by Governor Hastings, at his private expense; although the same year Mr. ]0hn
Wombwell, and some other English of Lucknow, had rescued from the jaws of
imminent death, to my certain knowledge, more than two thousand people, whom
they used to feed every day for six months together; nevertheless, not one man
amongst the natives, at either Calcutta, Patna, or Lucknow, ever mentioned it in
conversation, although I put the question to several hundred of the better sort»
and have been endlessly inquiring from amongst the poor. So that to this day these
three events areas unknown amongst the natives of Bengal, and as little minded
or talked of, as the five or six scores of English smothered at Calcutta in I756, or
the three or four hundred massacred at Patna in I764.

8
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Mir-soléiman-qhan, and some others like him, who had been
appointed overseers of the poor, proved so intent on their own
interest, that so far from being able to procure plenty of grain, they
were the foremost to use violent methods to engross it(34).
Whenever any loaded boat chanced to come escorted to the
market by the Government people, the grain was dragged away
with force by some one of the favourites of Mahmed-reza.-qhan’s,
and carried to their own houses. Numbers of them were guilty
of such practices, especially Radja Amret-sing, who gave himself
all the airs of a sweetheart of his master’ s and made nothing of
wresting a boat-load of grain out of the hands of a number of
famishcd wretches who had thrown themselves upon it(35). Nor

(34) It is not improper to mention here Naamet-ollah-qhan, amongst the
servants of Mahmed-reza-qhan's who engrossed the sale of rice. This man, who
was a menial servant of Mir-djaafer-qhan’s, and is now steward to Mahmed-rcza-
qhan, is reputed worth eighteen lacs; but he was an acquaintance of the Author's.

(3S) There is no nation in the world so defective in common sense, as the
Indians, whenever they have a distribution tomake to the poor. Look at that man
who has to-day proclaimed a distribution of grain and cloth for Tuesday next.
This man, by his senseless distribution, will cause twenty murders, and rather
more than less; for] remember of a Gentoo, who about ten years ago, was the
innocent, but thoughtless, cause of seventy men being trampled to death, although
[informed him of a method! had myself practised to prevent disorders, and
offered to preside at the distribution. A couple of hundred stout fakirs, with
knotty bamboos in their hands, take possession of the house-yard, and murder
or maim, or trample to death, those famished children, those impotent old women,
those decrepit old men, those blind and lame, that cannot stand upon their legs,
in the famine of 1784 or 85, the Navvab of Lucknow distributed five thousand
rupees a day; that is, killed about fifty impotent people every morning, regularly
Eor three months together, and, in his own words, put an and to the famine-add,
by diminishing the number of mouths. A man of sense, who was very nearly
smothered by the crowd, and who would have never extricated himself had he not
been vigorously supported by the show of a brace of empty pistols, and by the
-exertions of a dozen of vigorous servants, presented a petition the next morning
to that Prince, on what he had been seeing these six days; and proposed to lessen
the price of grain by full fifty per cent. in five day‘, on condition only, that he
was preposed to the distribution, not of money, grain and dressed victuals ;
and on condition, that three preparatory steps were taken immediately; to -u|'t,—

"Sending forthwith fourteen hundred elephants, with five thousand of their
tattendants into the woods of Mahmedi, five days journey north of Luclrnow :
" Seventy elephants only to be kept near the Prince's person.

“ Dismissing immediately tmvards Banares, with each three months pay before-
“hand, the fifteen hundred men that attended three hundred thousand pigeons,
“ A ppointing___a__number of cooks to roast or boil every day five thousand of those
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_did anyone trouble himself about these practices, or about securing
the grain, or getting it sold at a reasonable price ; or about execut~
ing strict justice against those engrossers ; and matters rose at last
to such a height, that this neglect came in the end to cut a
considerable figure amongst the articles of accusation urged
against Mahmed-reza-qhan, by the Committee. But let us drop
those matters; doubtless they are better known to the Almighty
Scrutiniser of hearts ; for our part is now to continue our
account of Shytab-ray’s way of life.

He used every year to purchase large quantities of fresh
fruits of Iran(36) from the merchants, and to send them in
presents to the principal English, and to the Grandees of
Bengal. Besides that, he had it in custom, two or three times
ayear, to compliment with such delicacies, all the persons of
Azim-abad, th_at seemed of distinction, whether by their rank,
or by their merit or virtue; and as he found that still some
people were forgotten, and had no share in the distribution, he
betook himself to this expedient: Over and above the sum of
money yearly spent for his own use, he set apart another sum,
which he used to lend to the fruit-merchants, who were to
employ it in fruit, to be sold publicly in their shops. , So that any
one might become a purchaser; and whatever remained unsold,
he took it off their hands in part of payment ; by which manage-
ment neither the merchant became a sufferer, nor did the public
"pigeons, to be distributed to so many famished wretches, disposed properly by
“classes.”

On these conditions, the petitioner, without having recourse to any breaking
of shops, and magazines, or to any compulsion, offered to forfeit his head, if grain,
which was to be had nowhere, was not within five days sold in many shops; and
in a month, at full eight or ten seers, instead of three or four seers, (that is, eight
pounds avoirdupois) which small quantity nothing could fetch now but gold,
secrecy,‘ and interest. The petition was laughed at, as being that of a man that
had no common sense. And no wonder if it was. For meanwhile-His Highness
with his five thousand rupees a- day, had brought plenty in three months time ; and
this was,by killing, or which is the same, by sufiering to be trampled to death ten
or twelve thousand wrctches; and at the end of those three months, the rain fell
plentifully, and grain sold at six and seven seers in the markets.

The man had promised, and that too upon his head, that the first day of the
distribution of victuals, there would be no more than fifteen murders; the second,
six; the third, four; the fifth, one; the sixth, none; and so on to the end of the
famine.

(36) Persia.
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want for fruit. Not satislied with that, he, by dint of money,
engaged some fruit-gardeners, amongst those that either cultivat-
ed fruit-trees or dealt in fruit, to quit their abodes at Shah-djchan-
abad and at Lahor, and to settle at Azim-abad, where he lent
them capitals, suflieient to put it in their po\ver to cultivate such
fruit~trees as the climate would bear, and such as could afford
an object of trade. As a iurtlier 4.-m"oni'agcuiei1t, he used yearly
to make them presents olseeds, \\"hit"h he procured from Lucknow,
from Agrah, and from Cahul(37), especially of musk-melons,
Serdas(38), and other fruits ; and so soon as they had produced
a. crop, he purchased that product, and distributed it in presents.
At last grapes of a good size and complete maturity, as tigs,
and several other fruits, came to be in fashion at Azim-abad,
and to be sold from one seer and-a-half to two and three secrs(39)
to a rupee; insomuch that those rarities are now to be had, not
onlyin gardens of distinction, but even in the shops of the city.

After having spoke so much of Shytab-r;'1y’s generosity and
industry, it is proper we should say something of his religious
principles. He was fond of the notions and practices of a
Mussulman of scnse(4,o) ; for he went into deep and respectful

(37) Cab8! is a fortress and a province of lndiu, the last towards Persia; it is
renowned, even in that Empire, for thes Iperior flavour of its fruits. Pears, apples,
quinces, and admirable pomegranates, come from thence to the interior parts of
lndia, but especially grapes of two inches in length, and exceedingly luscious. All
that comes overland, over a tract of four or five hundred leagues, to Azim-abad;
but then it amounts to such a price, that a single grape sells at Lucknow fora
penny English; pears, apples, and pomegranates for halfa crown the couple.
From Lucknow they are sent to Calcutta, in presents, by the post.

(38) Serdas are a longish sort of musk-melons, that have the rind, yellow,
and the pulp green, on the contrary of the ordinary musk-melons, which have
the rind green or yellow, and the pulp of a saffron or golden hue. Some of both
species are admirable. But people must go to Persia, and to Constantinople, to
eat those fruits in the greatest perfection. As to grapes, properly speaking, besides
their being exdessively scarce in Bengal, as well as in Bahar, they very seldom
come to maturity in either of those countries; because in the months of May,
]une, and july, when the grain has acquired its full growth, and wants only the
benefit of much sunshine to mellow its juices, there fall such floods of rain, and
the weather is so constantly cloudy, that no ameliation can be expected. In
Lucknow, where rains fall only in july, the grapes grow to maturity.

(39) The seer weighs about thirty-two ounces avoirdupois.
(40) A Mussulman of sense, in our author’: opinion, is a Shyah, that is,I

man who gives to Aaly the titles of Sole Rightful Successor, and of King of
Brave.s—-The two Princes of Martyrs are, that same Aaly, called the Jl8rlua, or
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mourning for the Prince of Martyrs, (on whom be peace for
ever! ) and the twenty-first of the holy month, which is the day of
the martyrdom of the Prince of Martyrs and successors, Aaly the
M8rteza (whose eulogiums may for ever be upon the increase! )'
he used to order quantities of rice boiled in milk, and other
sweetmeats and victuals, to be prepared with the utmost nicety
and cleanliness; and these he distributed throughout the city,"
after having offered a prayer over them. In turning himself
from side to side, he had in general the invocation of Ya Aaly;
(O Aaly) (41) in his mouth; nor was he at any time heard to
pronounce the name of any of the Gentoo Saints. His usual
oath was Wallalz, and Billa/z(42). Once every year he used
to spread the table of the King of Braves (on whom be peace ! )'
and that too with the utmost cleanliness and elegance; and
after the prayer of the Fateha, pronounced according to custom
over it, the whole was distributed away. One day some one
said, that before the distribution should have taken place, it
would have been proper to wait for the appearance of t/ze szlgn
on some of the salt-cellars, or on some of the dishes upon
the tables. “ This, said he, is_ an essential condition, and does
“ the Maharadja. neglect the same ? " Shytab-ray answer-
“ ed, that such an appearance, being a deviation from the
“ natural order of things, is what cannot be asked from, nor
“ granted by, the King of I-Ioliness(43); nor does it become a.

agreeable, because he was the only man living whose name was mentioned in the
Coran, besides Mohammad, who is called Mustepha, or the select. The second
Protomartyr is Hosséin, the second son of Aaly, who is buried at Kerbela, near
Bagdad. Nor is it to be wondered at, that Gentoos or Hindoos should slide into
the practices and customs of Mussulmen, especially if they be showy or affecting,
asare the theatrical rites of the Muharrem. Man, when not persecuted, naturally
becomes imitative and apish ; and hence we see every day, in India, Mussulmen
insensibly sliding into the practices of Hindoo customs, rites, and festivals, as well
88 Gentoos turning Mussulmen, and especially Shyahs, by shoals.

(41) No Shyah, in making any effort to raise a weight. or otherwise, will ever
say Ya Qlwda I O Godl The invocation is always Ya Aaly I

(4.2) O, Godl By Godl This is the usual oath of a Mnssulman; but in judic-
iary matters it is amplified in this manner: Vallahil Aaziml 0 Billahil-kerimj
By the Most High God and by the Most Bountiful Godl The usual invocation of
Gentoos is, Ya Bag-wml Ya Permesserl two attributes of God, in the Shanscrit
language, which is the Latin of India.

(4,3) The King of Holiness is Aaly.
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“ poor Pagan like me,” added he, “ to request a miracle for such
“ a matter. As I have in His Majesty such a faith as I ought, why
“ should I wait for such an exhibition (44) ? On the other hand’
" no body has a right to lay his commands on His Majesty in
“ such matters; and supposing, that for want of precaution and
“ requisite cleanliness, or for some lack of sufficient respect, the
“ sign should not make its appearance, then a door would be
“ set open for pouring abuse and reproach upon poor me, who
“ am but a Gentoo, and would become exposed to the taunts of
" those who know not the interior of my t/mug/zts, and who in
" that case would not fail to say: Look at that presumptuous
" Pagan! He to expect a sign of approbation from the King
" of Braves ! as if he had had the honor to be one of the
“ Believers(45) ! ” '

Once he was going to receive General Asmeet (Smith) at
Bar; and it happened that his tents were pitched behind 3.
temple of Idols(46), in a spot of ground used by all comers. In
the morning, as he intended to go forward, his paleky was set
ready at the doorof his tent, close towhich his servants and retinue
having formed a long line that extended afar, waited for the
moment of making their bow. At that moment l walked in, and
a. little after came out again in his company ; when the Brahmans,
who served that temple of Idols, availing themselves of the
opportunity, advanced in abody(47), at the moment of his getting
into his paleky, and made their demand; " observing, that this
“ spot was consecrated to Malzadé8 ; and as to-day was full
“ moon, and a lucky day, they hoped he would pay some regard

(44) Loci: for these miraculous signs, at the Note 171, first Volume, Section Ill.
(45) The Shyahs know no Believers amongst Mussulmen, but their ownselves ;

and hence they call themselves Moomminin.
(46) This is one of those atrocious lies, begotten by ignorance and fanaticism,

against Gentoos or Hindoos, and like so many others propagated against Mahomet-
ism. If there be a people that have the sublimest notions of the Deity, it must
be the Gentoos. But these are not only permitted, but enjoined, to turn themselves
in their prayers towards the sun, towards the fire, towards the elements, and also
towards simulachres, as so many emblems of the Divinity, which serve the purpose
of fixing the mind, and of keeping the imagination from wandering. Thus a rick
of grain, or even a bushel of-meal, is a very good emblem of the Deity; and a
man to keep himself recollected may fix his eyes thereon during his prayer.

(47) The Brahmans, on the contrary of all Indians, never salute any one with
an inclination of the body or head, but God. All others are saluted only with the
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“ also to their circumstances.” Shytab-ray answered, that they
ought to make their request to whoever had come in pilgrimage
to this place, or tooffer his prayer at this altar. As for me,
added he, I have no business with eitlzeryour persons or temple.
This said, he got in his paleky, and pursued his journey, without
giving them any thing at all, although he was far from wanting
sentiments of generosity. For it was often observed, that when
Gentoo mendicants applied to him, he would not give them even
a farthing; whereas when any Mussulman asked him aims, in the
name of His Majesty, the Commander‘ of the Faithful, or of his
children, or of his descendants, straight he would give them one
rupee. It was reported by people of worth and credit, who
were always near his person, that in his many journeys to
Calcutta and to Bengal, where the sight is everywhere assaulted
by idol temples, some of his friends, who were zealous in their
worship, pr0p0SEd to him to visit those places ; but he constant-
ly excused himself, although he would give them one hundred
and two hundred rupees at a time to visit them themselves,
desiring them to do it also in his behalf, and to fulfil the usual
rites in his name. On his finishing a magnificent palace for his
residence, his Gentoo friends proposed that he should consecrate
it, by giving the Brahmans a repast in it. He answered, that
they would sully, and spoil his house, and fill it with dirt-; and
that if it were necessary to feed them, they were welcome to
take his money, and to entertain them upon the strand, on the
shores of the Ganga.

At the time of that famine, which did so much havoc, and
which was distinguished by so great a scarcity of rain, some of
his Gentoo friends, such as Moorly-dur and Ray-kituldas, and
Surd-sing, whom he consented to humour, prevailed upon him,
lips, the body remaining erect, and the palms of the hand being turned upwards
towards Heaven, as if to pray for him, or to give him theirblessings; this also
being the posture taken in praying to God. Mahade8, or the great Saint, is, accord-
ing to some Gentoos, the first man; but as these people never know but the bark
of their religion, and on the other hand, the sacerdotal tribe, who know better,
would rather suffer death than reveal their tenets, we had as well believe other
Gentoos, who report, that Mahade8 is a name given to the destructive power of
God; and possibly is iton that account that he is represented with a chaplet of
twenty or thirty human heads hanging from his neck; he has also a large vertical
eye in the middle oi his forehead; and the Ganges is seen to issue from his hair,
made up in a bundle on the top of his head.
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to go with them to a Brahman, who was highly respected by the
Gentoos, on account of his learning and the holiness of his life.
The Brahman, who thought himself much honoured by the Radja’s
visit, used often to repair to him, with a view to increase his
faith in his person, and also to conciliate his good will. One
day he \vas heard to say to Shytab-ray, “ My Lord, we have
“ made choice of a name for you, according to your horoscope ;
“ accept it, and use it in telling your beads over." I have,
answered Shytab-ray, made my choice already," and it is one
from the one thousand and one names of God(48) ; and that is
enough for me. Pray what is it, added the Brahman ? The
Radja would not disclose it; the Brahman became urgent; and
he was answered, that it was God’s holy name, it is Rahim
(merciful). On this the fBrahman, guessing at his meaning, and
desirous to soothe his mind, replied, “My Lord, Ram(49), as
well as Rahim, are equally the name of the same Eternal One."
I ash your pardon, replied the Radja, there is a dgferenee
betwixt them ; and on the Brahman’s enquiring, the Radja
answered, that the word Ram always reminded him of Dusrut,
/zisfather, whereas the name of Allah, implied neiher filiation
nor paternity. From such, and the like expressions mentioned
above, as well as from the whole tenor of his department, it
appears, that his belief was not consonant to the tenets of the
Gentoos, and that in his heart, he was a Mussulman ; but this is
known only to Him, who views intuitively the minds of men,
and sees the innermost secrets of their hearts(5o).
' He was not so cautious in ofter parts of his behaviour.
Fond of obliging and gratifying his friends and acquaintances,

(48) The names of the attributes of God, are to the number of a thousand and
one; but the Mussulman Rozaries being only of a hundred and one grains, people
content themselves with repeating only a hundred and one upon their beads ; for
instance, O Almighty! O lmmensel O Supreme! O Assisterl O Cherisherl 8:0,

(49) Ram is not only the name of a Legislator of India, (and observe that he
is always represented blue, or black, with an Egyptian flute in his hand, and an
Egyptian cap on his head), but it is also the name of one of the ten incarnations
of the Deity upon earth. I

(50) It is notorious that Shytab-ray, although a Gentoo, and of one of the
highest tribes, was in his heart a Mussulman, and moreover a fanatical Shyah; and
as notorious, that his two sons, although circumcised and bred in Mahometism,
have a strong bias towards Gentilism, and indeed live like superstitious Gentoos.
But Gentilism admits of no proselytes.
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he was so careful of his character, that he compasscd his end,
without committing any infidelities in the management of the
public money, from Kwhich, he abstained religiously; but as his
salary, and personal income, fell so very short of his cxpcnsus;
and he was often in the necessity of bestowing sums of money
on some Englishmen, recommended by the rulers of that nation,
and likewise of supplying the difference l)(‘i\ViXl. his income
and his expenses; he made use of two methods, equally improper,
and iniquitous, to fill the chasm. The first was, that in matters
of /1tlac,(which word signifies the sending one or two constables
for compelling payment of sums due to the treasury), he used
to send them by whole dozens at a time ; and as the debtors
are always obliged to find these people in dict-money, he used
to enter but a small part of it in the books of public receipt, and
to keep the renrainder, as a supply for his liberalities. His
second method was no less iniquitous. He used to bring under
contribution, the possessors of Djaghirs, Altumgas, and other
freeholds, by telling them, that such an Englishman wanted to
see their charters and vouchers; and when he had once got
them in his possession, (and this was always in that Englishman's
name) he used to put those vouchers in the hands of one of his
own dependants, or heads of office, who, without any possible
reason or justice, would exact from each incumbent or possessor,
a sum of money proportionablc to his income. After this he
got together all those contributions, which amounted to a large
sum, and bestowed them on the Englishman that had been
recommended to him. In this manner, he sccmcd wholly
occupied by the thoughts of keeping the individuals of that
nation in good humour; but without ever minding the Divine
resentment, in an affair of so much consequence. Doubtlcss, it is
on such sorts of men, that historians have made such severe
remarks; and it is such men as these which Sheh-saady, of
Shyraz, had in view, in his G8listan(51), when he says, “ That
“ whenever any one forgets himself so far as to postpone the
“Creator's service, to that of the creature's, it happens soor

(51) The Golistan is a book of Persian poetry, translated into Latin, by Angelus
Politianus. lt is made up of a number of sentences, stories, apologues, and
apophthegms; all enforcing, in beautiful verses, every moral duty. Even children
know it by heart.
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“ or late that God Almighty sets that very creature on him, so
“as to cut off the root of his well-being.” An observation
which has been but too visibly verified in Shytab-ray’s case,
who to oblige those that had hoodwinked their hearts, and shut
up their ears and eyes against God's eternal justice, made no
scruple of vexing and oppressing His creatures. It is from those
very persons, whom he wanted to keep in good humour, that his
ruin took its origin at last, and as it was under pretence of /ltlacs,
that is, of letting loose :1 number of exactors, that he ransacked,
tormented, and ruined such a number of innocent, deserving men,
so it was by falling himself in the miseries of such an Atlac or
looseness, that he lost the garment of his existence, and was forced
to set out for the other world, where no one, but the Searcher of
all Secrets, can know what may now be his fate ; although nothing
is more certain than what we read in the Holy \Vrit, where we
find t/mt Hisfor_gim'ncss is nlwaysgrcatcr tlzrm our demerits.

Radja Shitab-rziy was hardly arrived at Azim-abad, when
Governor llushtin resolved to go to Banaress, to meet Shudjah-
ed-dijwlah. The fifteenth of the second Rcby he was arrived
at Moorshood-abad; and at the end of that month, or at the
beginning of the first Djemady, in the year 1187 of the Hedjrah,
he was arrived at Azym-abad, where he proposed to Shytab-
rl-.y to accompany him in his journey. But this Minister, who
was now on the wing for the regions of eternity, excused
himself upon the ill state of health under which he really labour-
ed, ancl did not accept the proposal. The Governor, after a
stay of two days, pursued his journey to Banaress, where he
met Shudjah-ed-dtiwlah, who was come thither also to see him,
and where he finished the business for which he had come so
far; and it was there likewise that the new Zemindar, Radja
Chéyt-sing, son to Radja Bulvant-sing, which latter departed
this life a little time before, had his first interview with Shudjah-
ed-déwlah, by the Governor's mediation ; who having firmly
established him in his Zemindary of Banaress, took his leave,
and returned to Azym-abacl, a. little time after Radja Shytab-
ray had departed this world. It was about the middle of the
second Djemady, in the same year.

Although this man's principles, as well as those of his sons,
were much more consonant to the Mussulman religion, than to
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the Gentoo tenets, yet for fear of disobliging his relations and
kindred, and also out of regard to some other considerations,
his body was burnt to ashes, in compliance with the Gentoo
custom. The Governor, to shew that he entertained no dis-
inclination to the deceased, and to prove that he retained no
suspicion against his fidelity, took care, of his own motion, to
bestow the father's ofiice on his son, Radja Calyan-sing; although
the latter did not shew that capacity and fitness which might
have been expected from a man of his age and education. He
confirmed likewise to him his father's salary and his Djaghirs;
and he also increased the pension allowed to his mother, relict
of Radja Shytab-ray. But at the same time he suppressed the
twenty-five thousand rupees a month, hitherto allowed for the
charges of the Nizamet, and which were in his father's disposal.
Instead of that, he fixed such a sum of money as he th0ug'ht
proper, and directed, that it should be managed henceforward,
wholly by the Council. And having further made some additions
and some retrenchments in the several pensions paid by Govern-
ment, (which last he appointed to be disbursed by the Council
and by the Qhalissah office) he set out in all haste for Calcutta,
it being his custom to dispatch much business in the least time
possible.

Mahmed-reza-qhan meanwhile, under all the terrors of
arrest and confinement, was in continual alarms, and in great
distress of mind. He was friendless, and without an adviser;
deserted likewise by most of his men of business, to whose
treason indeed he had afforded some pretence by his former
carelessness, and his neglect of their welfare. The Divan or
Minister of his heart, Amret-sing, was a young man of unequal
temper, proud of his wealth, averse to men of honour or
penetration, hating cordially whoever pretended to any thing
like fidelity and scrupulousness, and withal destitute himself of
that capacity requisite in those matters properly of his resort;
such as examining papers, and auditing accounts. On the other
hand, every one, tired this long\vhile with Mahmed-reza-qhan's
haughtiness, as well as exasperated at the violence of his temper,
and at his abusive language, went his own way, glad to have
got so easy a riddanee. Nay Amret-sing himself, that darling
of his hea.rt,'under a feint of -disclosing some secret which he
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knew, obtained a full clearance and acquittal from his doating
mastcr(52); and he retired to enjoy his own ease in a house which
he took in Calcutta. Not one at that time thought of Aaly-hib-
rahim-qhan, who, however unacquainted with the records and
papers relative to past transactions; however uninformed in
matters concerning the revenue and collections ; however unap-
prised of the accusations brought against Mahmed-reza-qhan ;
however almost a stanger to him ; resolved to come to his
assistance; and without having ever benefited any thing by
Mahmed-reza-qhan’s full power and influence, he paid so much
regard to his misfortune and to the very name of friend, that
he tucked up the hem of exertion and zeal, into the zone of
activity and vigour; and having in a little time acquired a full
knowledge of all the papers, records, and transactions, relative
to his friend's affair, he undertook to answer all the accusations
stated against him, and to act as his advocate in the whole
circle of questions and answers. Resolved to make of his own
breast a buckler against all the shafts of those times, he took

(52) Mahmed-reza-qhan was confined in an elegant villa at Chitpoor, which
although :\ suburb of Calcutta, and full of seats and gardens, is four miles from
the Old Fort, the centre of that city; whereas Amret-sing took a house in town.
But as our author is hinting, in more than one place, at the nature of the intimacy
that subsisted between Amret-sing and his master, and this hinting has a reference
to the morals and customs of those times; nothing will give so thorough an insight
into the strange genius that reigned in those days, as a peep into a scene that
happened two years before that period, in the Palace. And here it must be ob-
served that Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, who by-the-bye was suspected of some heterodoxy
in lovo matters, was by tribe :1 Sheh, the feminine of which in the Hindostany
language, is S/it-izani, as the feminine of Aloha-radja (the honorific title of Amret-
sing) is Maha-rani. One day Aaly-hibrahim-qhan cominginto the hall with a.
large bundle of papers, which he wanted to get signed, found fault with Mahmed-
rcza-qhan‘s closet-door, which remained fast shut up; the Divan or Prime Minister
Amret-sing, who was a youth delicately beautiful, being within, with another
bundle of papers. At last the young Divan came out and took his seat close to
the Qhan, but without taking the least notice of him. The latter, who by this
time was fully dosed with impatience and peevishness, turned towards the Divan
with an officious air, and a soothing tone of voice, and come, said he, come Maha-
rani, come my Lady; your Ladyship seems to beflusbed, and much out of breatk.
Pray, my Lady, do take thispillow, and repaseyaursclf. Shall 1 svndfor an e-are and
some water to -washyaur Ladyshilfs face ? “ Mistress Shehanny," answered the
other, “you had better keep your ewer and water to yourself; nor do forget you
" may have occasion for both before it is midnight." To render this answer more
caustic, this was said in a fawning, feminine tone of voice. '
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upon himself to stand out in his name, and to refute and repell
all the accusations set up by the Committee, or proposed by the
Governor; which~last, however, has not his equal in the fairness
and equity of his questions, and in the uprightness of his manage-
ment. He answered every one of the accusations set up by
Nand-comar, who was a shrewd, powerful man, deeply versed
in business, informed of every secret, and a sworn enemy to
Mahmed-reza-qhan. He set at nought the whole of that man's
influence, and stood alone against all his machinations, artilices,
and revengeful temper. Itis reported to this day, that his answers,
as if by enchantment and by some hidden charm, had the power
of soothing his enemies, and of pleasing the by-standers, who
astonished at his solutions, and reasonings, were lost in amaze-
ment, and had no other faculty left, but that of applauding,
admiring, and ,assenting. It was that able man, who both
by his pen and tongue secured Mahmed-reza-qhan from the
hands of his accusers, and put it in his power to receive a full
clearance from the Council. This event happened the 25th of
the first Raby, in the year 1187; and in the next month, he
obtained a dismission of the guards that had been set upon him,
as well as of those that were upon his palaces at Moorshood-
abad. Nevertheless the latter, even after that release, thought
proper to tarry a longwhile at Calcutta, on the hopes, that like
Shytab-ray, he would be restored to his station, and again
appointed associate to the Council in the provincial department
of Moorshood-abad, nay of the whole kingdom ; an office which
in fact would have invested him with the chief direction of
afiairs, and rendered him the main hinge of all transactions in
revenue matters. Full of these notions, it is not surprising he
should be prone to lend a willing ear to the sycophants of Calcutta,
and to the dependantsof some Englishmen, who daily fed him with
crude reports, and idle expressions, with which they ever kept him
in spirits ; and from whence he always fancied, he foresaw a com-
pletion of his wishes. As for instance, “ such a Lord(53) to-day
“ said so, at his breakfast,-—and such another said so, yesterday,
“ at his dinner,—-and such an one has received such an intelligence

(53) The English, from the highest to the lowest, are not designed in Bengal
by any other word than that of Sahab, which signifies both Lord, Master, and
Gentleman. V

A. D. 1773.
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“ from home,—and such a Gentleman has heard such a Member
" say.”--It is upon such, and the like intelligences, that Mahmed-
reza-qhan was conceiving mighty hopes from the influence of his
friends; it is such bablers he took to be his well-wishers ; and it was
upon .their advice, he bestowed beforehand large sums of money
to several persons, for their future assistance in his designs.
Not contented with that, he promised vast sums more, on his
being restored to his former station and rank; and it was in
this manner he accumulated on his shoulders an immense load
of debts and charges, by borrowing on all hands at Calcutta.
I was then arrived in that city myself, where, under the impulse
of a pious desire, Iwas making preparations for my visiting
happily the forbidden House of God(54), and the Tomb of the
Prince of Men, (on which be peace !) and it was in such cir-
cumstances I happened to make a small request, which was re-
fused, although so small a service would not have cost Mahmed-
reza-qhan a single farthing; nor would it have caused the least
detriment to his affairs, or to those of any other. It was no more
than this :—To order the Overseer of his Djaghiry-lands to take
charge also of mine, and to discharge from the product, the
amount of the debt Ihad incurred by borrowing from a banker,
with injunctions not to leave during my absence, in the tenant's

(54) The forbidden House of God is that square house or room, built of large
blue stones, In the open air, and in the middle of the inner area or yard of the
great temple of Mecca, by which it is surrounded everywhere at about thirty
yards distance. It may be thirty feet high, upon a length and breadth of about
twenty or twenty-live. This square house or Caaba is the place to which the
Mahometans resort to make their pilgrimages, that is, to change their lives, and
to become better. It is called Harem or forbidden, because all men are forbidden
to approach it, and even to look at it, unless they have undergone certain condi-
tions and purifications ; the first of which is, to put on the Ehram or winding sheet,
to be dead for three days, and then to resuscite in order to recommenoe a new
life.—But even to enter the outer temple, all these conditions are rigorously ro-
quired.-It is for that same reason that Seraglios are called Harmns, and Harem-
seras all over the Mahometan world. Hence that word is often translated hero
by that of Sanctuary, a place which none can presume to--enter, without certain
conditions. Hence also the small house of Aislui (the Messenger’: favourite con-'
sort), which contains Mahomet's tomb, and is itself anrroundbd by the great
temple of Medina the illuminated, is also called Havana; and when joined in
speech with the temple of Mecca tkeglorsbiis, which last is ten days south of Medina,
they are both called by the Arabian Dual, famous all over the Mahometan world,
liarefliin-sktnflin, the two noble and holy places, (or things), ranted». Q
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hand, the overplus of my rents, or my growing revenues; but
to collect the whole regularly, and to keep it in store against
my return. He was also requested to interpose between my
banker and me, so'far as to afford me time to sell my furniture,
and to liquidate his debt before my departure, with the product
of the sale. All that would have cost him but one word, and
that one word was refused. I was then necessitated to tarry
fifteen or twenty days more at Calcutta, in which interval I had
frequentopportunities of being in Mahmed-reza¢qhan’s company,
indeed almost every day; and 1 always heard him mention Aaly-
hibrahim-qhau’s name with the highest encomiums, and the
warmest expressions of gratitude. He used often to say in my
hearing, “ That were he to spend his whole life in serving that
" beneficent man, he would still fall short of the return he
“ deserved for the animated zeal he had shewn in his disgrace,
“ and the infinitie services he had rendered him; but that with
“ God's blessing he would do so and so."-—Nor did he address
him, or mention his name, without the respectful word Kybla(55),
and my Kybla; and he often added in my presence and that
of many others, these very words :—Those that hadgained lacs
in my service, and owe me the very bread upon which they now
live, have abandoned, and deserted me in the day of need, and
have left me alone ; nor has any one been of any use to me in the
day of trial, nor am I under the least obligatian to a single one
of them, save to Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, my Kybla, that benefactor
qfmine, who has bought and acquired every once of me. No
father, and no brother, would have served me with so much
seal, nor done what this man has done. These were his
words; nor did he" speak in that strain once or twice, but in
every company, andat every turn, he would be rehearsing that
worthy friend's praises, and extolling his services. All this while
he was in expectation, that some better prospects would open to
his view; when there arrived three men at Calcutta, who had
authority to act both on the part of the King, and on the part
of the Company, as Directors of all the transactions of the Com-
mittee, and as enquirers into the !Governor’s conduct and that

(55) The Kyblaisthat part of the horizon towards which one prays by law.
Hence Mecca isthe Kybla of Mahometans, and Jerusalem, of Jews, as it has been
of the Christians for several hundred years together.
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of Mr. Barwell’s. These were General Clavering, Colonel Mon-
son, and Mr. Francis. They were to examine what those two
men had done, although those two men had -been at the same
time confirmed in their stations. This happened about the
middle of Shaaban, in the year 1 189.

jam



SEC TION XIII.
CONTENTS.

The three new comers seem to have broughtgreat prejudices
against flushtin and Barwell--A duel between the latter and
the General—-Governor Hushtin’: temperate cona'uct-—-lVand-
conzar, his principal accuser, is himself accused---fie is con-
demned and executed-—-flis immense property-ll/Iahmea'-ream
qhan, by the General’: influence, is appointed Fodjdar-general
all over Bengal, that is, Supreme Criminal lllagistrate-—
Edifying death of Rabiah-begum, the last descendant of Aaly-
verdy-qhan's family—-A violent earthquake in Bengal-—-Divzl
sions in the Courjfof llloorshaod-abad—Some strictures on Séyd-
mahmed-qhan, favourite-of Mahrned-reza-qharz’s——Disputes at
Calcutta-—The general attempts to seize the Government-—But
retires abashed and confoundc-d—.He dies of a broken heart—
Mahmed-reza-qhan is disgraccd——/in old decrepit man appointed
in his stead—The authorpasses to the afllzirs of Decan—Manner
by which the English havefound their way in most partsofIndia
—-Dark and severe hints against lllahmed-reza-qhan—-Some
account of Yengbi D8nia, Alias America, and of the new Eng-
landers—The French join the Americans-—Project of Governor
i{ushtin's--Colonel Godard appointed, much against his will, to
serve under Colonel Lesley-—.'ll. Elliot, a man ofmerit, appoint-
ed Ambassador at the Court of Nziigpoor-—-Dies in the way——
Death ofSadr-el-hac-qhan, Supreme Criminal Yudgeof Bengal,
and some accountofhim-—Aaly-hibrahim-qhan declines that ofice
-—His reasonsfor that re/'usal—Djan Bristow obtains for the
English the sovereignty theProvince ofBanaress—A coalition
between the Governor and M. Francis—-lllahmed-reza-qhan in
ofice again for the third time--Death of Mirza-iredj-qhan, and
also of Ahtiram-ed-dfiwlah-Flagitious conduct of the servants
of the English at Asim-abad—The Members of the Council of
Azim-abad, accused of enormous infidelities, are all dismissed
—Hyaliram appointed to the management of the finances of
Asim-abad—Hz's character, with an afecting little story, that
does him a dcal of honor--Lesley sufers a loss for having
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engaged his army in a tract that had no water-—He dies
suddenly, and is succeeded by Colonel Godard—-The latter cuts
his way through all Ifindostan, and isgoing to effect ajunction
with the armyfrom Bombay ,- but the latter is defeated-—11e
retires to Surat—The Council'of Bengal refuses to ratify the
treaty made by the vanquished army-—The English acquire in
G8d7'rat a potent ally-The Radja of Gohud becomes their ally
also—-The Marhattas join together to make an end of the Eng-
lish-—Some account of flziider-ndic--Iiefights the English with
advantage, after a variety of success--Sets up a cavalry of
Persians and otherfizreigners which he disciplines after a new
method--Provides a numerous artillery well served, and a
numerous infantry, well disciplined, after the European manner
--Gives the law to the Marhattas with whom he projects to
attach the English-fie invades the Carnatic, and bears down
every thing to the very gate of tllendradj (Madrast)-—He beats
the English—Andpushes them to the verygates ofMendraztj-
Colonel Godard takes Bessi ( Bassain )--Governor Hushtin
exerts himself in supporting Mendraifi which is going to fall-—
Opinion of the English on the interference of the Deity in the
afairs of this world—The English ofMendrad;' beaten again-—
General Monro beaten again-—Distracted state of the Council
of Bengal—-The important fortress of G8aliar taken by the
English—Che'yt-sing, Zemindar of Banaras, being expelled,
retires -to Scindiah’s camp—-Governor Hushtin sends by land
another army to succour Mendradj—Haughty answerqf the-
Court of Catec—The author quits his subject to give an account
of Mubarec-ed-d5wlah—-His thoughtless character--Some ac-
count qf Babb8-begum, his mother—-And of Menni-begum, his
step-mother—-And of Mahmed-resa-qhan's private life and
fam:ly—Some account of the English East India Company, and
of their servants, civil and military—The author commences a
critical examination of the English system of Government.

As the three new comers were linked and knit together,
they formed a compact body, which being -invested with both
the King's and the Company’s authority, carried _a. mighty weight,
especially when they set up an inquiry into the conduct and
principles of the Governor Hushtin, a. man against whom they
seemed to have formed a. confederacy. General Clavering was
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a man of distinction in that country, and-aKing’s servant;
Colonel Monson expected to have the command-in-chief of all
the troops, whenever the General should succeed to the chair
of Governor; and Mi’. Francis aimed at the next rank after the
General’s. As these three men acted in concert, they bore a
mighty sway, made an immense noise, and caused a great
disturbance. It was observed, that in receiving visits, they
constantly refused the nuzurs presented them in compliance
with a custom peculiar to India, and that they returned un-
touched, even presents of fruits. Their method in their inquiries
was to attach to their interests, people whom they found in
opposition to" the Governor, or who had some discontent against
his person. Amongst these Nand-comar cut a conspicuous
figure. He had been this longwhile out of oflice, and lived
neglected and fqrgotten, so early as the times of Governor
Vansittart and Lord Clive; nor had Governor Hushtin taken
greater notice of him. This man went to General Clavering,
and to the others of his party, by whom he was received with
honor and regard ; and it was by his management, that numbers
of covetous, ambitious men, fond of trouble and dissensions,
joined the three Members, on the prospect of being put in ofiice ;
and they commenced informers in the enquiry set up about the
Governor's administration and secrets. Such a conduct having
produced a rent and disunion amongst the five Members that
composed that Council, the mutual aversion was carried so far,
that the partisans of either side became as animated as their
principals, and soon extended their principles and animosity
throughout the whole kingdom. The fury of both parties rose to
such a pitch, that a duel ensued between the General and Mr.
Barwell, who fought together with pistols, as is the custom of that
nation. One of two parties consisted of Mr. Barwell, which
last continued to have but one mind and one heart with the Gov-
ernor; whilst, on the other hand, the General was colsely linked
with the two others. But as these last always agreed in opinion,
and stood as three to two, the General's party prevailed almost
every day, and almost every public business came to be trans-
acted by his dictate. it was in consequence of this prevalence
of the General’s that an Englishman, named Goran (Goring), was
made Chief of Moorshood-abad, as was Mr. Sage of Azim-abad‘

A duel be-
tween the
General and
Mr. Barwell.
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and Mr. Fouck of Banares, as well as Mr. Bristow of Aood and
Lucknow. These were promoted on the General's recommenda-
tion ; and it was by the same dictate that Mubarec-ed-dbwlah, who
with his mother, Babboo-begum, had fared so hard under Menny-
begum’s rod, was now emancipated on Mr. Goran's advice, who
acted totally under the General's nod. That Prince was left at
liberty to dispose oi the affairs of the Nizamet, that is, of his
own household. lt was in the year r 189. Thus these _two
persons got out of Menny-begum’s grasp, and out of the reach
of her eunuch, Aitbar-aaly-qhan. But what did they gain by the
eunuch's being turned out of his oflice ? Menny-begum continued
to sway every thing. For as she had a great deal of money, agreat
deal of authority, and a great deal of genius; and Mubarec-ed-
dowlah, who was used to her sway, expected one day to become
heir to her vast wealth, she would sometimes f"ighten him into
compliance, by threatening to sqander her riches amongst the
poor, or to leave them to strangers and Frenghees (Europeans).
In fact Mubarec-ed-d6wlah's turn of mind, and his particular
temper are such, that neither his resentment is an object_ of
fear, nor his good will an object worth seeking; nor does he
himself seem to have a turn for the affairs of this world, so as
that people should become anxious about his opinion. Every one,
therefore, in his household does as he likes; nor is he inclined to
meddle with any one's doings. Let him have his personal
pension(56), and he cares not for the rest. For these reasons
Menny-begum’s sway is not likely to be at an end yet; and
the affairs of the Nizamet, (and this word signifies now no
more than his private household) are in a state of perpetual
fluctuation. lt was in this same year 1:89 that Mir-mahmed-
hosséin-fazyl(57), a man of great subtility of mind and great
extent of knowledge, took a journey to the country of England
in company with Mr. Elliott, an Englishman of much goodness
of heart, much uprightness, and great liberality of principles.
His intention was to acquire knowledge, to see the world, and
to inquire into those discoveries which the learned of those parts

(56) The pension plid .hlm by the English emu.-5' ls of sixteen lacs, or =
hundred and seventy thousand pounds sterling. About eight thousand rupees per
month, out of that sum, may be reckoned his personal pension, or privy purse.

(57) This word signifies the learned. '
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had made in the science of astronomy, in the choice of simple
medicines, and the art of compound ones; in the qualities of
plants, and the functions of heavenly bodies. In these studies
he spent his time in‘ his sojourn, which was a short one; but
in which he found means to acquire a variety of knowledge in
some arts, especially in that of translating books relative to those
sciences, in dissecting bodies, and in such like_ acquisitions.
On his being returned to Moorshood-abad, in the year 1 192, he
gave the principal men of that city notice of the acquisitions he
had brought with him ; but found no favour with a set of Grandees
who did not value the opportunity. Nor did any one of them think
of setting apart a small sum for this business, which would have
published their generosity to the world, insured to his charaiter
a lasting life with posterity, and handed down their names to
the recording page of history. Instead of that, all that store of
knowledge has remained shut up from the world for ever. But
there is no assistance, and no success but from God Almighty(58).
It must be acknowledged, however, that men's minds were then
engrossed by the dissensions in the Council, and by the fate of
Governor Hushtin. This man, who has been endowed by nature
with a keen penetrating genius, and a superior intelligence; and
‘whose wisdom, in matters of State and in politics, has not been
equalled in this age by any one, did not think it consistent with
his dignity to dispute upon small matters; and having thought
it decent to adopt a system of difference, he resolved, first of
all, to clear himself of the accusations brought against him, and
of the infidelities and misdemeanours he was suspected of; and
then to expose to publicity the General's ignorance, together
with the grossness of his behaviour and the precipitancy and
violence of his temper. He intended afterwards to bring to
condign punishment those ‘short-sighted accusers, that had raised
such a disturbance in the country, and especially Nand-comar,
that man of a wicked disposition, and an infamous character,
who had made himself their leader and director. He expected
that after having provided for all these matters, and quelled the
commotion excited» by the General's party, the General himself
would become an_ easy object. With this view he spent a deal
of time in confuting the accusations brought against him by that

($8) A pungent the Conn. ' _ 7
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ofiicer on the instigation of Nand-comar and his" followers;
and he thoroughly justified his own conduct by exposing, the
falsehoods of his adversaries. But whilst he was exposing to
publicity Nand-c0m'ar's infamies, and giving proofs of most-them,
or indeed of all, it came out that this man used to forge bills of
exchange under the hands and seals of eminent men; and th'..t
after having imitated their seals exactly, he kept them at home,
ready at all times for manufacturing, as occasion required, bills
of exchange and bonds in any one's name and hand, to be
hereafter produced at his pleasure; by which iniquitous practice,
he used to keep every one in awe of his displeasure. Amongst
these pieces of his manufactury l.e had forged an obligation
bond in favour of Bolakidas, a banker, at all times of much credit,
but who had acquired a great name in i\lir-cassem-qhan's time.
He had presented it to the Company's cash-keeper, and had
received the full amount, which he had kept to himself. To
enquire into so heinous an offence, and to discern the punishment
due by law, it became necessary to have a. Grand-jury. ~A Grand-
jury signifies an assembly of twelve creditable Englishmen,
chosen by lot, which the culprit may recuse one after another,
so far_as to get them changed two different times, if he should
object to them all; but at _the third time he ceases to exercise
the right of recusing any of them; and they remain twelve in
‘number. Their duty is to examine what is to be his punish-
ment(5“9); but till they have found out this punishment, they
cannot be spoken to by any one, lest they might be influenced
to swerve from the dictates of justice and equity. This Grand-
jury was made up over and over, and twice changed (the Court
of Justice at that time being full of people), until it was proved
and determined that Nand-comar was guilty and deserved death ;
and that his kind of punition ought to be hanging. He was a
man of a wicked disposition and a haughty temper, envious to a
high degree, and upon bad terms with the greatest part of
mankind, although he had conferred favours on two or three men,
and was firm in his attachments. The moment he perceived that
any one had ceased to pay him his court fora few days, either out
of sickness, or because he wanted nothing fronf him, that instant

A_ll this translation ls :bIe"r_e 5 but so is the teat ; and I have made it I
point in this part especially to adhere dsictly to it. -
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he became his enmy; nor did he give himself any rest until he
had run him down, and demolished him totally. At last he
met with what he ._deserved; and his supplice took place. It
is observable that as the General had given him strong assur-
ances that none should ever hurt him, and that were he even to
be carried to the foot of the gallows, he never would have any
thing to fear, provided he exerted himself strenuously in bring-
ing to light the Governor's misdemeanours, that man predestinat-
ed to death, never ceased both out of firmness of temper, and out
of hatred to the__Governor, to accumulate accusations against
him, without ever minding how exposed he was himself to an
attack. That man, advised and instigated by the General, and
become bolder and bolder, had of late set up a number of new
accusations against the Governor; and in the violence of his
wickedness and malice he had never minded that he wasleft alone,
and had remained exposed to -an attack. The Governor having
refuted all his imputations, brought proofs of Nand-comar’s
great misdemeanours and crimes; and this affair made so much
noise, that questions and answers of these two men were
written down in the "English language and character; and the
whole being bound up together in the form of a book, was sent
to England, from which such vast number of copies were drawn
out, that this subject is become famous, and an object of much
curiosity in that nation. Nevertheless the General’s protection
having proved of no avail against a crime that had been fully
ascertained, Nand-comar underwent his sentence in the manner
statued; and on the seventeenth of Djemady, of the year one
thousand one hundred and eighty-nine, he was drawn up and
hanged by the neck. i His money and effects were registered,
and then delivered to his son, Radja Goordass. They say that
the whole amounted to fifty-two lacs in money, and full as
much more in effects and other property in his possession.
Amongst other strange things found in his house, there came out
a small casket containing the forged seals of a number persons
of distinction. In consequence of this discovery, his malicious
arts were dragged to open light, and they met with what they
well deserved. -

This mu which occupied the attention of the public, an
not divert it intirely from the manceuvres of Mahmed-res:-qhsn.

Nand-comar
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This man who has s. great deal of hastiness as well as incon-
stance in his composition, no sooner observed the prevalence of
General Clavering's, party, than he conceived a desire of joining
him. Such a step was vigorously opposed by Aaly-hibrahim-
qhan, in whose temper, prudence and foresight seem to PIC}
dominate. This nobleman used often to say: “ Let us go on as
“we have hitherto been going. The Governor has certainly
"saved your life and honor. Without forgetting such benefits,
“ and becoming ungrateful of such favours, let us wait and see
“what will become of the two parties. if the Governor holds
“ out, he shall think himself obliged by your firmness of temper,
“ and the steadiness of your friendship and attachment to him;
“ and he shall find means enough to promote your welfare in a
“ manner adequate to your rank ; and should the General become
“absolute, he will not for that bear you any grudge ; for you
" have not done him any wrong, nor have you misbehaved to
" him ; nor have you done any thing to render him your enemy.
“ It is even probable, that pleased with the steadiness of your
“ temper, he shall use you in a manner suitable to your rank
“ and station.” This discourse was unquestionably full of sense;
but it was more than could be digested by the proud mind of
Mahmed-reza-qhan, who is naturally opinionated in his temper;

- and who swelled with the remembrance of that degree of power
and authority, which accidents of chance had once thrown into
his hands, looks upon the predictions of provident men as so
many reflections upon his own prudence. Mahmed-reza-qhan
not choosing to pay a regard to the Qhan’s advice, opened a
correspondence with the General, and with his adherents, and
shewed a desire of attaching himself to his party. Such a step
could not but displease the Governor, who however said nothing,
and let him go his ways; meanwhile the General recommended
him to the office of Deputy of Mubarec-ed-d6wlah in the fiizamet,
that is, in the disposal of that Prince’: household ; and also to
the general Fodjdary, which in these days means the preservation
of the country from highway-men and house-breakers, and the
power of pronouncing final. judgment upon the crimes of "house-
breaking, thieving, murder, and fornication. He added to this
a" large ‘salary, and prevailed upon the Council to invest him in
those oflices by a splendid dress of honor, to which were added
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several others for his children and dependants. ‘ After so much
success, Mahmed-reza~qhan set out, on the 15th of Ramazan,
I189; and in a few days he arrived at Moorshood-abad, the
secortd of Shevvai, where he applied himself closely to the
business of his office. And as it appears that the inhabitants of
tn_at great city, accustomed to him long ago, shewed themselves
submissive to his authority, he on hislside pleased with a return
of good fortune, took care to display broad open the standard
of authority and command. On the tenth of Zjlhidj of that
same year, he married his eldest daughter__to Mahmcd-zcky-
qhan, "on to his elder brother, Mahmed-hosséin-qhan ; and his
eldest' son, Behram-djung, to the eldest daughter of Hadji
Ismail; the two spouses being both children of Rabia-begum’s
two daughters. But the satisfaction of the two families was
damped by the death of Rabia-begum herself, who was daughter
to Hadji Ahmed, and consort to Ata-ollah-qhan. She departed
this life the 23rd of Djemady, in the year 1189; and by her
death she deprived Mahmed-reza-qhan of the only remaining
stock by which he held to the 'family of Aaly-vcrdy-qhan, the
majestuous in war. This Princess. although famous for her
vices and debauchcs, had likewise many good qualities. Long
ago she had repented of her past life, and in her last sickness,
she had renewed her repentance, had taken witnesses of it, and
in her last moments, she had.not ceased, in the presence ofa
number of persons, to pronounce the fine words(6o), which
implied her firm Ibelief in the unity of God, and in the ministry
of the seal of Prophets, both tenets qualified by a real confession
ofihis successors. She departed her life in full repentance of
her past conduct. and in the full invocation of the Divine for-
viveness. O Lord I sbauldyou punislz lzerfar /for misdeeds, you

(60) The fine words are these: There is no God but God, and Mohammad ‘ts His
Mesunpr. These words which constitute the Mussulman profession of faith, are
revealed in the Conn. To these the Shyahs have added, some hundred years after,
Jud July 1': Ilia lloly of God and flu Iuir of the Mirssenger of God; and it is this
profusion of faith, which by engrossing the affections of those men‘, has introduced
that hluphemous saying,'so common in Persis,and that has found its way even into
India: Eghh only Qhodd n's':!, cl Qlwdl from djoda n’ist. if Aaly be not God, he is
not very diflerect from God neither. Nay, there is a particular sect amongst the
Shyahs that openly attribute Divinity to Aaly ; and these are called .'\'essen'c:, and
moreover take a pride it that appellation.
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have Mat fig’)! ; ~:/re is your 60nd-woman, and your culprit,
And slwuldyou fbrgiv: /zer, you would not be incon.ri.rtent ,--fbr
You are the Mast Mernful of the merci/'u1(6r).

'_ It was in the same year that we were frightened in Bengal
by an earthquake. it was so violent, that nothing equal _to it can
be remembered these forty or fifty years past. It happened 011
the 27th of Shevval, in the same year that Mahmed-reza-qhan
conferred the Divanship of the Nizamet to Aaly-hibrahim-qhan,
who had laid him under such a load of essential services and
obligations." -At the same time. he sent Lieutenants ’of his
Fodjdary ollice all over Bengal; for instance, Nezer-baki-beg,
of Balqh, was appointed to the Lieutenancy of Azim-abad; a
man who comported himself with so much moderation and
benignity, as to render his person equally agreeable to the
English gentlemen, and to the nobles and people of those parts.
He even acquired such a good character, that no complaint was
ever preferred against him. So careful was he that no injury
and no harm should be offered to the people entrusted to’ his care.
lt was remarked on this, occasion, that Mahmed-rcza-qhan, having
this year offered some rudeness to many of Mubarec-ed-d6wlah's
favourites, and disobliged that Prince greatly; the latter so far
from affording them assistance and protection, did not even
forbid such an incroachment upon his own independence. The
Deputy dismissed likewise Qhadum-aaly-qhan, a nobleman In
many respects resembling his father, Qhadum-hosséin-qhan, and
who after the eunuch Aitbar-aal;-qhan’s dismission,ihad for
somewhile acted as absolute Director of Mubarec-ed-d6wlah's
household. V Mahmed-reza-qhan, who had taken umbrage at his
influence, had cavalierly dismissed him from his ofiice, without
his master’s having even attempted to utter a single word
in his behalf ;_ although there wereipromises enough and con-
ventions, and much attachment between the master and the
Minister. Mahmed-reza-qhan was likewise guilty of some other
stresses of authority, which drew upon him a general blame.
It must be observed‘ that the times were now become so
corrupt, that every man in Mubaree-ed-dfivv-lah's household
was addicted to infidelity and malversation; and had it in
custom to reckon as fair booty every rupee which he could
‘ (6!) An Arabic! passage of the Corie, always used in the ofiee of thoideaid.
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embezzle out of his charge. So much liberty could not please
._Aaly-hibrahim-qhan’s reserve and strictness, who beinga stranger
to the family, would neither plunder himself, nor sufl'er"any
others to plunder. This gave a general offence; and people
turned Mahmed-reza-qhan's mind so effectually, that those
infiniteobligatioris which he had so often acknowledged, slipt
out of .his memory; and at last a breach took place between
them.‘ And as originally there was“ but little resemblance or
similarity between their respective. tempers, the instigations of
envy were sown ina favourable soil, and soon gew up to a
great head, so as soon to effect a lasting breach.

" The candle where the wick smokes yet will easily catch fire again. "
lt was at first a sort of vague insinuations against that

honoured Qhan, which being often mentioned amongst his depend-
ants, soon took an air of complaint, and at last degenerated
into formal reproaches. ' Mahmed-reza-qhan was often heard to
use these, and the like expressions: “ Gentlemen, Ihave no
" genius for making verses; nor do I roll my turbant, or wear my
“clothes as the Hindostanies, that I may pretend to enter into
" any comparison with them with regard to genius and taste."
All these expressions glanced at Aaly-hibrahim-qhan's way of
living. Indeed it must be acknowledged that this noble person
has received the gift of making his turbant, and of wearing his
clothes, with a taste and an elegance(62) peculiar to‘ himself;
and in that he has been endowed by_nature with a felicity of
genius, and an amenity of manners that render him the admira-
tion bf the high as well as the low. One of his many talents is
the faculty of uttering often extempore verses ; and as Mahmed-
reza-qhan acknowledges himself destitute of those talents, it

(62) Had the author seen his friend at Banares with bracelets at his wrists; his
feet, toes, and nails, dyedjn red, and his hands stained in saffron ; his eye-lashes
and brows, and his hair and whiskers, painted black; avery tight pay-djama or
long-drawers, as tight as any worn by women, with intent to express every part of
their bodies ; his hair cut in bobri, like a petit maitre ; in a word, affecting all the
little artificu which are objected to even a youth of twenty, and which surely
must look glaringly odd in a man of seventy; had our author seen all that scenery,
he would have not taken so many pains to tell us that Mahmed-reza-qhan, in order
to turn one of bis dependants out of office. bad betalren hirnself to the expedient of
engaging him, first of all, into an intrigue with a rich sister-in-law of his, and
thereby disbonouring the contriver’s family, ass steplunavuidably necessary, before
be could with safety proceed on tbeintended disagission. V
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follows of course that the equality of temper and the elegance
of action and speech, so conspicuous in the Qhan, were taken
up as a matter of indirect reproach upon himself. He broke
forth at last, and dismissed him from his office. It happened at
that time that Banny-begum, third daughter of Rabia-begum,
and a woman of a vicious life and shameful inclinations, having
in imitation of the great folks of Hindostan, formed into a band,
some of her slave girls, joined to a number of other loose women,
which she had taken in her pay, she got them instructed in the
arts of dancing and singing, and often amused herself with
their performances. This woman, who was of ashrewd and in-
triguing turn of mind, undertook to seduce Aaly-hibrahim-qhan;
so that she laid a snare to bring him into disrepute; Under
pretence of making him some return for the obligations under
which he had laid Mahmed-rezia-qhan, her brother-in-law, she
adopted him for her brother, and as she was not restrained by
those scruples which always have their weight with women ac-
customed to live veiled and immured ; and she had never made
any difficulty of showing herself to most people, unveiled(63) ;
she commenced giving entertainments to Aaly~hib'rahim-"qhan,
and appearing always in his presence, and that too unveiled.
As there were always in these entertainments some particular
favourites of Mahmed-reza-qhan’s, as fully envious of that noble-
man's reputation, as their master himself, every thing was
straight reported to him ; and matters went no further for a. time;

(63) These veils which have eight feet in length and four in breadth, are always
of the thinnest malmal, or of some gauze-like stuff, elegantly edged with a thin lace,
and lined at the edge with a piece of coloured taffety, four fingers broad. Some of
them, made of silk, do not weigh above two ounces. These veils are placed upon
the hr:.'.J by the middle of their length, so as that the taffety and gold edging
should fall on the forehead; and to prevent the flaps from hanging to the ground,
they are carelessly thrown over the ‘shoulder; by which management the whole
body as far as below the middle, is covered with that thin ornament, as well as part
of the face; and were the Ladies in EUIOPC to know what a bewitching effect that
covering is apt to have upon an elegant shape (and this kind of beauty with 3
gentle face, is quite common in lndia), they would never be without it.—l-{owever
the app-.-aring, whether veiled or not, before a man, is of more importance than
Europeans would be apt to believe. According the Hindostany notions, such
acondescencience implies or concedes every othercomplaisance. Hence the Indian
expression 00.12: Re-‘IE1-'-/'0, she stands to him, does not fly from him; that ii, she
is upon the most familiar term: with hilh.



MUTAQHERIN. 85

when the Princess observing that one of her girls had made an
impression on the Qhan's heart, offered her to him, adding that
she was a girl of\her’s, and that she made him a present of her
person. The other guests, as well as the favourites of that artful
woman, who were all of the complot against the Qhan, having
observed scruples in him, made it a point to encourage his
timidity. “ What harm is in that?” said they. “ Is not the
“ girl her property ? Her mistress transfers it to you. What can
“ be then the cause of so much precaution and so many denials? ”
It must be observed that in those days Moorshood-abad wore very
much the appearance of one of Loth’s towns(64); and it is still
pretty much the same to-day, few people caring to look at their
honour, orat that of others. Nay, the wealthy and powerful having
set apart sums of money for these sorts of amours, used to shew
the way, and to Qentrap and seduce the unwary, the poor, and the
feeble; and as the proverb says: So is the Kz'ng, so becomes his
people ,- these amours got into fashion. Doubtless some poor and
virtuous people must have preserved vestiges of modesty, and
must have resisted the general corruption of manners ; but most
of the Grandees and rich men, on whom you could cast your eyes,
were enslaved by this vice.

" Every hem on which I could thrust my hand, proved soiled with dirt.
“ D0 you see that lofty mountain yonder P Behind it is a desert plain."
Although the Qhan was a man of great sense, and naturally

averse to such kinds of intrigues, yet he lent a willing ear to
the devil's suggestions, that enemy of mankind; and on the

(64) This very severe observation of our author's against the city of Moorshnod.
abad, is the more extraordinary, as there is a man of- sense and observation who,
after having lived seventeen years consecutively in that city, avers, that although
the crime of non-conformism is neither punished by the Magistrate in that country,
nor pointed out with that detestation with which it is hooted in Europe ; and although
apparent Ran‘ Nantes ingurgite waste, nevertheless the Ran‘ Nantes are known and
pointed out ; which proves that the crime is not so common as some have been apt
to think, who have thoughtlessly compared that city to Naples. Indeed excepted
amongst foreigners, such as Persians and Tartars, it is hardly heard of amongst
Indians in general, and especially amongst Gentoos. But such an apology could
not be made for the city of Shah-djehan-abad where the author was born ; nor for
those of Azim-abad, Lucknow, and Patna, where he had spent so much of his time.
The former of those cities is notoriously known to have contained Seraglios in the
style of that which accompanied Trajan in his expedition in Persia; and the other
two cities are known to contain houses of prostitution of such a nature as would
make an Englislmian shudder. -
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intreaties of the Princess, he sent (at least so it is reported)
two or three times for the girl, on her -mistress's repeated
intreaties, or at least, they imputed that foible to him. This was
soon known, and soon was laid hold of, as a sufiicient cause for
a breach. The Navvab parted with him; and in public Derbar,
or in full Court, he drew up narratives of that proceeding, as hav-
ing dishonoured his house and family, and rent the veil that
covered their chastity; although in reality such a publication
tended only to dishonour it still further; but he had his motives
in that. For he was fearful, lest the English should find fault
with him for parting, on so easy terms, with a man to whom he
confesscdly owed the highest obligations. This at l6.'t5ll is what
occurs to feeble minds like mine ; for otherwise such a conduct
is incomprehensible. Be it as it will, the Navvab having intro-
duced the subject more than once at his levee. and always with
a deal of acrimony, he at last ( this was the 16th Sufur, in the
year 1191 ) dismissed Aaly-hibrahim-qhan from his office; and
the same day he carried his eldest son, Behram-djung. to the
palace, and got him installed in that office by Mubarec-ed-
dtiwlah, who honoured him with a rich dress of honour, called
Qhylaat. Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, on this intelligence, which he
received with a deal of ease and tranquillity, retired to a corner
ofhis house, and from that time intirely abstained from going to
Court or making visits. But notwithstanding that retreat, such
was the opinion entertained of his probity and disinterestedness,
that although his revenue was but small, and his usual temper
seemed altered by his disgrace, yet he lived in the utmost honor
and estimation; and the public opinion on his account ran so
strong, that his house became a rendezvous for the high and low.

lt was in those times of Mahmed-reza-qhan’s prevalence,
that his favourite, Séyd-mahmed.-qhan, a Persian by birth, but a
man shrewd and wary to a high degree, who had got such an
ascendant over his master, as to govern him intirely, married one
of the relicts of Rezy-eddin-mahmed-qhan, and got by that means
possession of his estate. The matter came to “pass in a pretty
strange manner. It appears that Rezy-eddinginahmed-qhan,
intending many years ago V to perform a pilgrimage to the
glorious Mecca, had given him a.paper by which he appointed
him his executor in his absence; and that although the testator
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had long ago altered his resolution, and many years had elapsed
since that transaction, he had departed this life without minding
the paper. He leftga great estate in money and jewels, with a very
noble palace, and a fine bath. After his decease Séyd-mahmed-
qhan, armed with that paper, which had been all this while for-
gotten in his hands, took possession of the deceased’s estate,
brought his wives and son under his controul, and some time
after, he managed so dexterously, and interposed the mediation
of so many proper persons, thathe espoused one of the deceased's
consorts, but a different one from the lady that had a son (altho’
still the person most beloved of the deceased’s three consorts,
and likewise the person which proved the richest in money and
precious effects). He bound her by the formality of a marriage,
and took possession of both her charms and wealth. But this
marriage became.so very odious to the public, and it excited such
a detestation in all ranks‘ against the word executor, that Sadr-el-
hac-qhan, the first Magistrate of the Province, being then upon
his death-bed ; and his physician, Ased-ollah-qhan, who had an
unlimited influence over his patient’s mind, having introduced a
certain pretended Arabian, one Séyd-mahmed (who by-the-bye
is indeed a strange fellow likewise) for a very proper man to be
made his executor ; this word was no sooner pronounced, than the
dying man's consort, who actually was at hand behind a veil, fell
a-crying; and she exclaimed as loud as she could, that she was an
old woman, that needed neither an “ executor nor a husband,"
and that she would suffer none at all. The sick man overcome by
her intreaties and tears, retracted his word, although accustomed
to obey implicitly his physician’s nod; and he died without ap-
pointing any executor at all; nor is there any thing so strange
in that. What is really very strange, is that the physician, rufiled
by this refusal" of appointing that man of an ambiguous character
for an executor, quitted the house exceeding discontented, and
never returned since.

Whilst this singular affair was a subject of general animad-
version, Mahmed-reza-qhan thought proper to marry Mahmed-
aaly-qhan, his brother's relict, a nobleman who had been suc-
cessively Governor of Islam-abad, I-l8gly, and Pooraniah, at which
mt place he had departed this life. This lady had two sons
from her late husband, who had left her a great -fortune in money
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and jewels; nor would she hear of a second marriage. But by a
proper mediation,’ and the use of proper means, she was after a
deal of trouble and intreaties, prevailed upon to yield her consent.
It is said that at the period when Mahmed-reza~qhan was a Naib or
Deputy-governorof all Bengal, he had already conceived an attach-
ment to this lady (which of course must have been of old stand-
ing ; for he had already had a glimpse of her charms some years be-
fore, when in the height of his power). His house was necessarily
resorted to by both the women, his relations, and those of many
other persons of distinction ; at which time he had often oppor-
tunities of taking a peep at them, and as often conceived the
desire of enjoying their company; for which purpose he used
to employ a variety of means to overcome the reluctance 'of
some fair ones that rejected his proposals. Although there was
then a great deal of talk about these matters (which somehow
never failed to become public), and a great deal of slander, about
the answers of some of those women, which were always given
at length, and in the very words(65), yet it would be improper
to mention them here; and it would be a pity to spend any
time in relating such subjects. It was in those times that
Mahmed-aaly-qhan’s consort, frequenting her brother-in-law’s
seraglio, on account of her near relation to the family, he found
means to see her once, and conceived for her person an inclina-
tidn which he could not satisfy, but some years after, when the
lady becdming a widow, was prevailed upon to consent to a
marriage, and was married in all the forms prescribed by law(66) ;

(65) This lady, which is a tall, fair woman of a noble, elegant figure, is extremely
respected for her modest chaste widowhood, and for her present very modest conduct.

(66) One of those refractory ladies, which by-the-bye was of a high pedigree,
being a grand-daughter of the Navvab Ser-efraa-qhan, and to which nature had
bestowed that pale gold hue so much esteemed in India, ( where it is much moro-
valued than the fair or white colour) was aetully going to a Rendezvous; but as
chairs used for women are so far close and veiled, that the person sitting, never sees
whither she is carried, nor how, nor by whom ; her chairmen, who had been bribed,
carried her, plump into the middle of Mal-nned-reza-qhan.'s apartment. This
nobleman, who had more than once asked alms of that fine lady and had as often been
refused, now made his appearance, intreated her charity, and made use as before,‘ of
many intreaties and supplications, to which he added two covered with fine
stuffs and some jewels. To all that the fair one did not pay the least attention; nor
oven did she vouchsafe somuch as tocaat a look at it. Instead of that, she constantly
kept her eyes aloof, where she was coldly busy in countingover the beams and joiattl
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and let the credit oi this story stand upon the faith of the
reporters and memorialists.

By this time_\the dispute between the Governor and the
General having risen to the utmost height, each of them used
to write his complaints to the King of England, and to the Com-
pany, and each of them received yearly answers. The third
year after the General’s arrival, by which time Colonel Monson
was already dead, there camea letter from home, mentioning
the Governor's intended departure, and that in that case, he
must place the General in his stead. The General was likewise
wrote to by his friends, that as the Governor was coming home,
he, the General, had been appointed to the Government of
Bengal. On this surmise the General, without waiting for the
opening of the dispatches to the Governor, concluded that he
had been in fact appointed to that high ofiice; and coming into
the Council-room, he took his seat where the Governor used to
sit, as President of the assembly. The latter reprimanded him
for such a precipitation and want of sense; but the General,
naturally violent, becoming still more violent on what was just
passing, uttered a number oi inconsiderate words, and a quantity
oi unworthy expressions. On which the Governor, according to
the custom of his nation, submitted the whole of the dispute,
with its questions and answers, to the decision of the Supreme
Royal Court of Justice; and those Magistrates on mature ex-
amination adjudged the cause to the Governor; moreover, they
reprimanded the General for his hastiness in such terms, as
affected the credit of his assertion. in this manncrthe Governor
kept his station and rank; but the General, unable to digest
the shame he had undergone, retired extremely rufiied to his
house; and a sense of his disgrace pressing incessantly upon
his lofty mind, he became so deeply affected, as to fall sick. He
was an old man; and his sorrow and resentment preyed so much
oi the root’; nor did she condeseend so much as once to cast a look upon her
disconsolate petitioner; instead of that she went on rallying him mercilessly and
with the most disdainiul look upon that insatiableness oi bis, which made him
covet every fine woman he earne to hear of, whilst at the same time his stoclr in
bank proved so ill furnished with ash, that his desk was full of bills unanswered,
and oi draughts unhonoured. The brow beaten lord, finding that nothing was to be
got from that haughty lair one, but merciless satire, was obliged to dismiss her ;
and she went away without so much as saluting.

' I 2
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upon his constitution, that he soon appeared to be quite dispirited
and sunk. lt happened that in those very letters from home,
that had caused so rnuch ill blood, the Governor had received a
‘icense to marry a Lady to which he was greatly attache<.l(67) I
and having on that account given a great entertainment, he, first
of all others, invited the General to honour it with his presence-
The latter excused himself on his sickness, and on the weakness
of his body; but the Governor himself having repaired to his
house, and by dint of entreaties prevailed upon him to come
with hirn_to_the assembly, the General made such along stay
there, that on his return home, he found himself much worse.
Unhappily the physician whom out of precaution, he had brought
from home, and who was particularly attached to him, having
mistaken his case, so as to order a clyster against the General's
intreaties and inclination, the remedy as soon as it was received,
brought on a Syncope; and the General surrendered his soul to
his Malter..

From this time Mr. Francis suffered a diminution in his in-
fluence, whilst there accrued to the Governor an accession of
power; and although Mr. Wheeler, who had. succeeded Colonel
Monson, sided with Mr. Francis, and became his friend, yet the
latter's party benefited nothing by it, being overborne by the
Governor’s high station, and overawed by his superior genius and
superior knowledge. The fact is, that the Governor's influence
had already taken the upper hand ; and soon after Colonel Mon-
son's death, the General's party had lost much of its energy, in-
somuch that those English rulers and others, who had been
appointed by his interest against the Governor's mind, now lost
their usual support; but after the demise of the General himself,

(67; The story reported of this Lady is singular enough. Born at Archangel,
in the very north of that very northern country, Russia, she married a German
officer, who was reformed, and who finding that matters went ill with him, repaired
to England to seek a livelihood. and from thence to lndia, where he lived by
pencilling miniatures, for which he had some small talent. But the Governor hav-
ing put it in his power to purchase an estate in Saxony, he divorced his wife, which
was espoused by the former; and indeed she must have been a woman of unearn-
mon merit, to have made so lasting an Impression on so -sublime a geniuses
Hastings. At the same time it must he acknowledged that-}she did him -some
little harm, by unseasonably parading in jewels, after landing in England, although
there are now Ladiesin England that must have imported from India a great deal
more of that glittering kind of property than herself.
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tl.-.ir fate could not long remain in suspense. Mr. Bristow was
recalled from Lucknow; Mr. Sage from Azim-abad; Mr. Fouk
from Banares, as well as Mr. Goran from Moorshood-abad ; and
others were appointed in their stead, that is, Mr. Middleton and
Mr. Law, and Mr. Gram ; but Mr. Baber was sent to Moorshood-
abad, to be the hinge and centre of all business there. As to
Radja Goordass, son of the deceased Nand-comar, the Governor
both to condole with him, and likewise to oblige the General,
promoted him to the Divanship of Mubarec-ed-d6wlah's house;
and after that, still out of regard to the General,_he appointed
him to the Divanship of the Khalissah of Bengal, although he
was little capable of such an ofiice. But he did not enjoy it long,
and on the General’s demise, or even after Colonel Monson’s
demise, he lost that appointment, and remained shut up in his
house for along time; when by Menny-begum’s interest, he
was appointed a second time to the superintendence of Mobarec-
ed-d6wlah’s house ; and he arrived at the city about the middle
of the secoind Djemady, of the year uga. As to Mahmed-rcza-
qhan, he lost by the General’s demise, much of his strength. His
influence grew daily feebler,_ and at last it was reduced to
nothing. They add that the Governor struck' with some
particulars of his conduct, did not trust him altogether; so that
he was dismissed from the oflice of General Fodjdar and principal
Magistrate of Bengal; and he lost also his appointment of
Deputy to Mubare-ed-dowalh. Sadr-el-hac-_qhan was appointed
to succeed him in those two oiiices, although’ the Governor him-
self must have been sensible, that so much business was by all
means above the old man's capacity and strength. Nevertheless,
as he had become one of the Governor's acquaintances, so early as
the latter's first appearance in Bengal ; and at his second coming
he had proved himself an assiduous worshipper at the altar of his
power, without ever relaxing in the revolutions that had follow-
ed; and as great men with much tenderness of heart, are apt to
prefer a personal attachment to any public qualification; the
Governor devised those two offices for him as a reward for his
attachment, although they seemed to be so much above his desert
The man was at once raised to the summit of honour and power.
Radja Goordass, who had preceded him by some time, brought
an order for Mahlmed-reza-qhan’s dismission, and i- lettef to

Mahmed-
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Mubarec-ed-ddwlah, resquesting that until Sadr-el-hac-qha_r’s
arrival, he should continue all the oflicers of the Fodjdairy as
they stood with Mahmed-reza-qhan, but under his own order.
Such a revolution could not but please Menny-begum, who had
been all this while putting up fervent prayers for such a return
of happy days as these. She assumed a new life, but became
desirous of keeping from the old man the ofiice of Mubarec-ed-
d6wlah’s Deputy; and she even carried her views so far as to
endeavour to wrest also the Fodjdary and the Divanship from
-his hands, if possible. Full of this scheme, she dispatched her
household Divan to Calcutta, to lay her requests before tihe Gov~
ernor, especially about wresting the Deputyship from the old
man's hands. The Governor, to humour her, promised wonders;
and some days were spent in conference with the two parties; but
at last the matter ended just as the Governor had determined at
first, with some slight alterations, however, to oblige Mubarec-ed-
dowlah and Menny-begum. At last, on the second of Djemady,
Sadr-el-hac-qhan arrived at Moorshood-abad. As i he was a
man of much simplicity of manners, and had become decrepit
with old age, it happened that in transacting business, and even
in going to or coming from Court, and in presenting himself be.
fore Mubarec-ed-dowlah, he was unadvertently guilty of some
actions that discovered the debility of his body, and not only
'detracted much from his weight, but also rendered his person
ridiculous. He had appointed (for a sum of money, they say)
one Aga-mahmed-aaly, a Persian born, to the Fodj daryof Azim-
abad, the magistratureniof which city, he gave at the same time
to Aga-abdol-raheem. But as this Mahmed-aaly, who was a
man of narrow principles, came soon to behave very ill, he soon
lost his command, which lasted but little, and he acquired the
aversion of all the inhabitants of that city, which he filled with
discontents and heart-burnings. But it is time for us now to
take our leave of these transactions of interior police all over
Bengal, in order to turn our eyes upon those events in which
that country has cut so great a figure in the Indian world, and
especially in those southern parts of it knowniunder the name
of Decan. i '

The Marhat-ta Empire. which has still its two seats or
Capitals in those southern regions, had been for a length of
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time governed 'by Baladji-rao, who on the demise of Sabo-
ra.dja(68), had assumed the administration, and become Sovereign
of the Marhatta dominions, where he cut so great a figure, that
we shall be obliged to make full mention of him in the sections
relative to Decan, as much at least, as his affairs are come to
our knowledge. On his demise, his son succeeded him of course.
But the deceased had also a brother, and it was Ragonat-rao ;
who thinking his pretensions much superior to those of the
young Prince, his nephew, undertook to support them. This
produced some civil dissensions, which ended by putting the
uncle under some confinement; and he was thought well secured,
when he found means to gain his guards, and by treason and
artifice, to kill his nephew, after which he took possession of
the administration, and sate in his stead. But as a great differ-
ence of sentiments prevailed amongst the Grandees of that
Empire, whilst several of them took party with Ragonat-rao,
the greatest number, however, sided with the relict of Baladji-
rao’s son, who was left pregnant. Her party raised the Princess
to the supreme command, displayed the standard of contention,
and having vanquished Ragonat-rao in battle, they confined
him again. Nevertheless, after some time, they concluded a
treaty of friendship and union between the Princess and the
uncle; but the latter dissatisfied with the terms imposed upon
him, found an opportunity of escaping again ; and he fled to the
English of the factory of'Bombay, where he entered into an
agreement with them, and was received under their protection.
Nor is this a novel event. it is in consequence of such and the
like divisions that most of the strongholds, nay, almost the
whole of Hindostan, have come into the possession of the
English; For instance, two Princes contend for the same
country, and one of them applies to the English, and informs
them of the way and method of becoming masters of it. By
his insinuations and by their assistance, he draws to himself

(68) The words, Saho redje, after having been e proper name of one of the
first llarhatta founders, are now become an appellative title of the Emperor of
that nation, e Prince of the Redjpoot or military race, who always resides at Setere;
whilst the acting and reel Emperor, who is of the Brahman or ucerdotel tribe,
and reeldee at Poona, two deye N.-N.,-East of Setara, is called his Nana, or mater.
nal nlclqend ll often the Hales or fie agent (or precursor.)

The author
takeshie leave
of theinterior
parts of
engal, In

order to speak
of th De ecap,
and es ial y
of the £firhat-
ta Empire.

Manner by
which the
English have
found their
way into molt
pertsoflndil.



Dark and
severe hints
against ;Mah-
med-rear
qhen.

94 russi-:'|R
some of the leading men of the country, who being his friends,
are already fast attached to his person ; and meanwhile the
English having concluded to their own mind some treaty and
agreement with him, they for some time abide by those terms,
until they have acquired a good insight into the government
and customs of the country, as well as a thorough acquaintance
with the several parties in it; and then they discipline an army,
and getting themselves supported by one party, they soon over-
come the other, and little by little introduce themselves into the
country, and make a conquest of it. And although their intro-
ductor should prove too shrewd for them, and should give them
the slip, still they never dispute with him; but beinga set of
men always wise and always in temper, they patiently wait
until by his death some unworthy son comes to succeed him;
at which time under his name and without opening any dispute
with him, or creating any ill renown to themselves, they complete
the conquest, and have the art to finish their business in such a
sly manner, that no reproach can be made to them. By which
means the downfall of the people of those parts, especially of
the great and powerful ones, is soon obtained by the hands of
one another; and all this is brought about so artfully, that the
idiots set up by them, unaware of the above management, do
of their own accord and motion work at the ruin of their equals ;
and meanwhile the English who seem quite passive, as if suffer-
ing themselves to be lead, are in fact giving motion to the
machine, and turning those sots into so many objects of endless
contempt and raillery, both in Hindostan and in Europe. Mean-
while those fools fancying themselves shrewd in business, plume
themselves and strut about, until the seeds of mischief planted
by them, coming to shoot up, the day of retribution and veng-
eance comes with them, and they pay and smart in their turn
for having squandered away the little money they had scraped
together in working themselves into those honours and those
stations they so little deserved. They seemto be the centre of
a mighty bustle, but in fact do nothing more than ruin still more,
a country already ruined;”fall at last under the lash of out-
standing ballances; and after paying into the treasury of the
English as an equivalent, the nioney they have before hoard-
ed, they are now obliged to sit down with the odious character
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of having been the carriers and porters of exaction and tyranny.-
So that those glorious rulers, after ruining all the world, and
burning their own feathers, now become sensible of their losses,
turn repentants; but it is only at a time when repentance
cannot mend their circumstances, and when they have become
already so infamous and so odious, that this distich becomes
quite applicable to their case:

" Have you seen what has done that jackass of a little man l’(69)
" He has borne all the odium of the exaction, and another has run

“ away with all the profit."
To return to our narrative, the Governor of Bombay gave

notice of all these troubles to Governor Hushtin ; and it was at
a time when the disputes between the French and English, dis-
putes which were of old standing, were revived again on account
of the assistance which the former had given to the men of
America. These'men, who are of the same race with the Eng-
lish, had these two or three hundred years past settled in Amercia,
which is a New-found-land called Yengbi-D8nia(7o), much re-
sembling England, and where those men lived, bred children,
spent their lives, and died. Only they were under the jurisdic-
tion of the King of England, and yielded obedience to his orders,
These men since some time, (which cannot be more than four
or five years ago ) had revolted from their King, on account of
his demanding more of them than was customary. They had
fought his troops ; and having killed the people that had exercised
in the King’s name the power of binding and loosing, that is,
the members of the Council of that land, they had set up of them-
selves a government like a Council. Not content with all that,
they had more than once given battle to the King’s troops, had
come off victorious, and had occasioned to the King and Company

(69) These verses . were made about the year I720, when Eshreff, the last of
the Afghan Princes, obliged to quit lsfnhan, on the approach of Nadyr-cooly-qhan.
alias Tahmasp-cooly-qhan, plundered and sacked the city as well as the royal
treasury, loaded his booty upon some hundred mules, and in his flight to Shcerll,
was beaten and obliged to run farther, after having lost his treasure. He was slain
at last in endeavouring to make his escape through the country of the Baltoochee,
where these ferocious people put an end to his life.

(70) These words, which in Turkish signify IIII world, have panned together
with the news of the discovery, from Turky to Persia, and then to ‘India; just an
the Laue called by the Turks Firm: Znhnnegy or the European tornnens now known
in Persia by that name, and in Hindustan by a translate of these words.
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losses to the amount of corors. The French, at all times sworn
enemies to the English, resolved to ingratiate themselves with
the Americans, and to turn their revolt to some account for
themselves; and with that view they furnished them with cannon,
muskets, powder and ball, and all the necessaries for warfare.
The King of England, incensed at such an assistance given at a
time, when the term of peace between two nations was not yet
expired, declared war against the King of the French also.

It was at a time when the English nation secure on every
side in l-lindostan, felt some inquietude on the side of the
Marhattas and from Haider-naik. This Haider-naik had, ten or
twelve years ago, waged war with the English in such a manner
as to come off victorious, and to make some advantage of it.
The Marhattas were full as dangerous; as they have a way of
fighting of their own, and will ten times a day attack, andnas
many times again retreat or take to flight; and they are‘ ac-
customed to reduce to great straits, for want of water and
necessaries, such troops as are less handy than themselves at
this work of plundering and running away. The English on those
accounts reckoned a war with them to be a difiicult piece of
work; and they knew very well that Haider-naic was in corres-
pondence with the French. On those two considerations Gov-
ernor Hushtin who is by excellence the man of genius of his
nation, and who displays everywhere a consummate skill and
wisd6‘i'n, thought it expedient to close with Ragonat-rao’s pro-
posals, an ally that put in his hands the great advantage of
fighting the Marhattas in their own country; so great was his
foresight. His project was to send an army into Decan, on pre-
tence of assisting Ragonat-rao whom the English were to bring
over to their camp ; and by his means to engage the Marhatta
nation to a peace and an alliancewith them; which alliance
would have put it in his power to grant Ragonat-rao the comple-
tion of his fondest wishes. After having brought the Marhatta
rulers to submit and agree, he intended to draw both Ragonat-
rho and his adversaries into such an alliance, as should bind
them to a pact of never joining the French;'__and such a treaty
he intended to strengthen by a paper signed and sealed by both
Ragonat-rao and the Marhatta rulers, who were to secure it
under their rnost solemn oaths. All that was intended to be
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done by art and persuasion. But in case the matter did not
succeed to his wishes, then he hoped that so soon as he should
have effected a junction with ragonat-rao, he might force the
Marhatta rulers to B. compliance with his views. For he knew
that this Prince being himself a man of importance, and the son
of a man of importance in that nation, there was -no doubt but
some great men would join him of themselves, and that some
others would easily be brought to do the same, whether by per-
suasion or by force; and as the English led by a destiny, (that
designed to make use of that nation for punishing a wicked,
thoughtless race of men, unmindful of their God) had so suc-
cessfully fought battles, made such amazing conquests, and with
a deal of ease pushed their victories as far as almost within sight
of Shah-djehan-abad, the Capital of Hindostan; softhe Governor
thought that the war in Decan would prove full as easy; and
that after beating and dispersing the Marhatta armies, it would
prove an easy task to reduce Haider-naic to straits. After
which operation he might without any anxiety from the French,
or other European Powers, and without much hindrance from
the Princes of India, bring in a certain number of years, and with
proper management, all Hindostan into submission; and then
sit down in ease and content to enjoy his prosperity. All this
scheme was founded upon much foresight and much knowledge
of India; for the enmity of the French is of old standing, and
that nation by joining the Americans had acquired so mighty
an accession of hatred and power, that were they now to listen
so far to their jealousy against the prosperity of the English in
these countries, as to land in India with some thousand Euro-
peans to the assistance of I-laider-naic and the Marhattas, they
would raise such commotions, as would be very difficult to quell;
and there is no'_ doubt but in such a case not a man from the
Marhattas, and not a man of consequence from Hindostan,
would side with the English. Whereas now Ragonat-rao himself,
the pretender to the Marhatta Empire, was ready to join them
of his own accord; and it was probable that those schemes of
the Governor’s would take place of themselves, and would be
followed by further victories and by the subjection of all Hindo-
stan, without much expense or trouble. In fact, the Governor's
piercing genius having beheld as present all "those contingencies,

33
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which were yet in the womb of time, had resolved to sow dis-
sensions, and to encourage and nurse them by sending succes-
sively numerous troops towards Decan. It was reported that
this scheme of the ‘Governor's not having met with Mr. Francis’s
and Mr. Wheeler’s approbation, two Members of the Committee,
they contended that they ought to remain satisfied with so much
dominion as they had already acquired, without stretching their
feet out of their frontiers; and it may be that such likewise
were the orders from the Council of Europe, and such the safest
party. But the Governor disapproving of such timid opinions,
took upon himself singly all the risks of this business, and set
out in earnest with this war.

It was at this time, that is, about the end of the year 1192,
of the Hedjrah, that Colonel Godard, who had always shewn
me a deal of friendship and attachment, having set out from
Lucknow for Calcutta, to put an end to some questions and
answers of his own, I availed myself of that opportunity and of
the Colonel's countenance, to repair from Azim-abad to Calcutta,
in order to push an affair that concerned me greatly; and great
were the hopes I had conceived; when the poor Colonel by a
sudden stroke of chance, was obliged to give up his own schemes
for returning towards Lucknow, and to prepare himself for an
expedition in Decan. For he was appointed to a command in
the army which was to march from Lucknow and Ilah-abad ; a dis-
appointment that affected already his affairs as well as his spirits.
This departure of the Colonel's having left me alone and without
support, I lost all hopes of succeeding in my own business,
especially as the English, immersed in disputes amongst them-
selves, and in preparatives of war, did not pay any attention to
the affairs of Hindostanies. To mention such matters in these
historical sheets, would be improper. What for to go on sing-
ing dirges upon my destiny, and uttering complaints against
the world? Whatever is predestinated to happen in a certain
time and in certain circumstances, will certainly come to pass.

" Let us will or not will, what ls in our destiny shall come to pass assuredly.”
The cause of Colonel Godard’s discontent the appoint-

ment of Colonel Lesley to the command of the above army, in
consequence of his superior rank in the service, to whom of
course _ he would be obliged to obey. Now Colonel Godard
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was upon very bad terms with him; nor had Lesley the least
capacity or fitness for such a command. But according to the
rules of senioritygcustomary amongst the military of that nation,
Colonel Godard had been obliged either to resign entirely the
service, or to submit to him. As I had long conceived an attach-
ment for that officer, I used to tell him, that the expedition in
which his was embarked, was an object of the utmost importance.
But he was so proud of the easy conquests and the repeated
victories of his nation, that he thought the whole an easy matter ;
and he would often answer that two regiments of their Talingas
were enough to beat all the I-Iindostanies put together. Such
high-flown notions of his, rendering it improper and useless in
me to insist upon my admonition, I chose to be silent.

As for Colonel Lesley, that officer, in consequence of his
appointment by the Council, set out from Ilah-abad to repair to
Calpy, from whence he was to begin his march through the
Bundul-cund, and the dependencies of Barar, quite to Aoreng-
abad, and so on to Decan. His orders were to take Ragonat-
rao with him, and to effect a junction with the army from
Bombay at the appointed place ; after which he was to proceed
jointly with him in the business of bringing the Marhatta rulers
to a submission in the manner projected by the Council of
Calcutta. The Governor had taken care to facilitate the success
of this expedition, by dispatching to Great-Naigpoor(71), Mr.
Elliot, a man who in sincerity of speech, and propriety of
conduct, has few equals amongst his own countrymen, as well
as amongst the Hindostanies. His orders were to renew the
treaties, and to pay slowly the balances of money due by the
Revenue of Bengal "to Moodda-dji and to the posterity of Rago-
dji-bhossla ; and he was to return after having put that court in
good humour. .Naigpoor is the capital of the country held by
Rago-bhossla, as Mucasdar(72) of the province of Barar. This
Rago is the same who after a twelve years’ bloody war with

(71) A city, thecapital of the Marhattas of Barar. It is called the great, to
distinguish it from another Naigpoor called the lesser, which is the capital of n
Zemindary or Pricipalfty in the western parts of Bengal, from which it depends.

By the treaties alluded to by the author, Bengal was indebted to the Court of
Ndigpoor into a yearly pension of twelve lacs.

(7a) Collector of the revenue in behalf of the Marhatta Government"; the
words is also meant for Fcudatory.
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Aaly-verdy-qhan, whom he had fought with a variety of successes,
had at last made an accommodation with him, by which the
English his successors have abided inviolably, avoiding all
disputes on that subject with the Marhatta’s posterity; trusting
nevertheless so far to their own power and prevalence as never
to pay regularly the pension stipulated by that Viceroy. They
act in that business in a languid, ambiguous manner, giving
little at a time, and withholding much. Not but that messages
and letters were going on constantly from Naigpoor to Calcutta,
demanding the outstanding balances; but yet it was in a soft
moderate style. In short, the intent of Mr. E_l_l_iot’s embassy
was to renew the treaty, and to manage so, as that Rago’s
sons and dependants should not offer any opposition to the
English army, then marching towards the Decan; nor mean-
while avail themselves of the opportunity to make an irruption
into Bengal and Bahar. Now it must be observed that as
Rago’s posterity on one hand were nephews to the Sahoo Radja,
and pretenders to his dignity and station; and on the other
Baladji-rao, after the said Radjah’s demise, had availed himself
of the power and authority of his office of Generalissimo of the
forces, to take possession of the dominions and treasures of
the deceased, and had set aside the right of Rago’s posterity-to
the throne ; the Court of Naigpoor therefore did not live upon
good ter_rns with the Court of Poona; and neither Moodda-dji, nor
his Ministers, made any difficulty to renew the pact and agree-
ment with the English. So that the Colonel's army marched on
without opposition, and the provinces of Bengal and Bahar
meanwhile remained free from their ravages. Unluckily as
Mr. Elliot was cutting his way thro' a mountainous tract in the
height of the rains, he was suddently overtaken by his last hour,
and having laid his foot in the valley of death, he departed for
eternity. His embassy was taken up, and its intent fulfilled,
by the younger Mr. Anderson, who returned to Calcutta by the
way of Azim-abad and Bahar. “

As for me who had conceived such mighty hopes on my
coming to that city in Colonel Godard’s company, with whose
assistance I was to carry a point in the Council, and who besides
had an old acquaintance with the Governor, I could obtain only
two or three interviews with him, in one of which, he asked
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me whether at any time I had been in Decan? I answer-
ed that I had never been there, but that I had some little
knowledge of the affairs of those parts; and I continued the dis-
course in these words: “ Colonel Godard, who wanted to carry
“ this poor man with him, as a friend and companion, proposed
“ two conditions to me: The first, that the office of Monshy
“should be under the sole direcion of this most inconsiderable
“ of men, without whose inspection and correction no letter
" should be dispatched. The second, that the poor man should
“ also undertake the voyage and embassy into Decan. The
“ second condition I declined, on account of old age, and the
“ fear of remaining a longwhile parted from my children and
“ family, but especially of being deprived of the happiness of
“ keeping prostrated at the feet of a mother, who had an
“ affection for me. In short, as my destiny had not set apart
" any grain or water or air for me in Decan, the voyage did not
“ take place." As to the affair for which I had come with
Colonel Godard, that gentleman on setting out for camp recom-
mended it to Mr. Elliot; and this best and most obliging of menv
obtained in fifteen days a letter from the Governor to the
Council of Azim-abad, which he backed by another, very strong
of his own, and also by another to Mr. Anderson, who was
then a Member of that Council and an intimate friend of his. My
business was in a fair way, when Mr. Anderson was recalled to
preside at the Board of Revenue in Calcutta, and Mr. Golding
set out for Europe. So that my affair which was already in a
fair way, remained spoiled, and is at a stand, until my destiny
shall produce some favourable event. But it is time for us now
to leave my private affairs, and even the English army with
what adventures it shall chance to have in Decan ; it being my
attention to postpone that narrative to a view of the state of
affairs in Calcutta and in Bengal.

We have sometime ago left Rabiah-begum, departing for
the other world with all the tokens of the sincerest repentance.
Her daughter, Bnanni-begum, followed her a few years after, and
departed this life in the year 1193, when Mahmed-reza-qhan
was already out of office. Her distemper was a loss of blood(73),

(73) That IQD of blood had boon brought bfan abortion forced some years
baton.
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for which some body having given her an astringent remedy to
repress the superabundance of blood, it stopped likewise all the
customary evacuations of every kind, until it struck into her
heart and brain. Mahmed-reza-qhan sent her a remedy intend-
ed to strengthen both. It availed nothing; and she departed for
her long prilgrimage. Her wealth, which was great, was taken
possession of by that Minister, in appearance to guard it against
accidents ; and it was reported that it had been received by her
heir. But no one has ever been able to say, that he had seen
that heir, or heard of the division of that money and of those
jewels which she was known to be possessed of. Doubtless that
piece of knowledge is reserved for the Glorious One, Who knows
all things.

It was about this time likewise that Sadr-el-hac-qhan, the
new Supreme Magistrate, a man well striken in years, always
sickly, and who most of his time was out of order, departed
toward the regions of eternity, after having answered his Creator's
call, with the words : lam ready, O Lard(74) '! It was the rgth
of Zilhidj, of the year I I94, after having lived for one year, four
months, and about twenty-five or twenty-six days, with the name
of Fodjdar-General. It is not improper to give some account of
him. He was born in Gudjrat; and upon some emergency, came
to.~Shah-djehan-abad with his father, where the old man died ; and
the son not finding any prospect of advancement in that capital,
repaired to Bengal and to Moorshood-abad, where he was
introduced into Aaly-verdy-qhan‘s service. This Prince gave
him a pension, and after the demise of Cazy-muzafl'er-aaly-qhan,

(74) Arabic words, which every man is obliged to pronounce with a loud voice,
or which are pronounced by him by the by-standers. This is the some Princess,
who frightened beyond her wits by one of the Moluvies or judges of the Fodjdary
or Criminal Court of those times, who made her believe that fornication was still
more punishable by the English than by the Mahometans, ransomed herself with
a sum of fifty thousand rupees, squeezed from her under the name of the English
Chief, (it was Mr. Samuel Middleton). The money -was paid down ; but two days
after some one having sent her word that she had better apply to the Englishman
himself, she went to him, was perfectly well received, and-obtained full redress.
The money, that ie, thegreatest part of it, was recovered out of flae hands of Moluvi
Hosseiny by the Englishman‘: Banyan, Santyram, who kept it to himself. Thia
Santyram is the same who made a fortune of fifty-nine lacs under his kind, but too
supine master in 1773, and I774, and 1775; and in 1776 suffered him to be carried
to a jail for a sum of forty thousand rupees.
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he appointed him Daroga, or Auditor of the Court of justice.
In the sequel, that is, at the time of the Marhatta irruption,
he was sent Ernbassador to their rulers in Decan, where he
acquired the esteem and good will of both sides, and was honour-
ed with presents by both. Being nowa man of some character,
as well as of some money, he came to have a regiment of his
own, and to be reputed a man of distinction. And this was his
rank under Aaly-verdy-qhan’s reign, and under that of his suc-
cessors and relations ; until Mahmed-reza-qhan came into power,
and then he was appointed to the Government of Baghalpoor,
where he remained but little, being turned out of his ofiice. On
Governor I-Iushtin’s arrived in Bengal, he attached himself to
him, and remained so steadfast in his attachment, that he was
rewarded for it by being appointed to the office of Fodjdar-Gen-
eral, as well as by being decorated with a title of honour. But
he enjoyed little so lucrative an office; and having said farewell
to this fragile world, he took his journey towards the regions of
eternity. This death occasioned a change in the affairs of
Moorshood-abad. I

As the Governor-General disapproved of Mahmed-reza-
qhan’s conduct, and Menny-begum was not pleased with that
Minister’s disposing of the Nizamet, and spending the young
Prince’s money as freely as he pleased; and on the other hand,
Mubarec-ed-diiwlah himself was sometimes on this side, and some-
times on the other; there arose differences about the appointment
and distribution of those offices, which Sadr-el-hac-qhan had left
vacant. The Governor, who is the first man in the world for
appreciating any_one’s merit and capacity, wanted to sound Aaly-
hibrahim-qhan, who is really capable of putting in order affairs
of the utmost importance, as well as of unravelling their utmost
intricacies and subtilities. The Governor esteemed the Qhan
a fit man for such an high office ; and with that view he wrote to
Mr. Baber, Chief of Moorshood-abad, and an intimate friend of
the Governor's, includinga letter to Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, in which
he requested to know whether he would accept of those offices.
The Qhan, apprised of the dissensions then existing in the Com-
mittee, and sensible how unlike he was in his own temper to the
great men then in oflice ; and how difficult it would prove to
keep in good humour such a set of discontented masters ; felt
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likewise a certain disinclination against the oflice of Fodjdary, as
it stood then, and which in fact consisted of little else than a dis.
charge of a Cutval’s offi_ce,that is,in fining and killing, and hanging
and maiming, and in imprisoning and confining people. I-Ie con-
cluded it highly improbable that such“ an oflice could be at all
times exercised without sometimes injuring and wronging man-
kind, and without rendering one’s self responsible in a high degree
both in this world and the other; and he excused himself from
accepting such a charge. He was likewise sensible that it
would be difficult in such an office, nay, out of his power intirely,
to keep fair, and to live upon good terms, with a number of
English gentlemen,who governed absolutely in every department.
He therefore excused himself in a handsome manner, that did
not disoblige either Mr. Baber or the Governor; and he disen-
gaged himself from the proposal. He knew that, in con-
sequence of the necessity of keeping fair with some persons
who did not agree amongst themselves, the exercise of his office
would have very little solidity; for that in every business and
in every transaction he must of all necessity manage so, as to
oblige five persons that have absolute power in the Committee,
and ten or twenty more that are attached to them, and expect
equal regard. And how long wouldia man be able to keep fair
with them all, and to pay some small regard to ‘his duty and
character-at the same time? ln reality these dissensions, that
have now spread in every branch of the administration, and the
spirit of party that has now taken possession of the principal
English, so as to become a second nature, are of such a species,
as will always afford a sensible man many valuable reasons for
declining any office at all under them ; nor can a man dependent
on them, but jealous of his own conscience and character, pretend
to keep himself harmless from the consequences of that spirit
of party and dissension which runs so high amongst his masters;
even waiving all regard for his honour and character, such a man
cannot avoid running a great risk. What, if when striving to
oblige one of those choleric men, his enemy atgsome unlucky
day finds it in his power to make me feel his resentment, and
out of a spirit of revenge, is soon up with me by susciting upon
me a variety of troubles and distresses ? One o'f the main
causes of the ruin of this country,"and one of the main, hinges
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upon which turn the distresses and miseries of its inhabitants,
is this very spirit of dissension, that has become customary and
current amongst the English, who are now the masters and
rulers of those kingdoms: a spirit that runs away with their
faculties to the utter neglect of many duties. There are some
other reasons likewise, which shall be explained in a short time
at the close of this book, when mention shall be made of the
conduct! of the English rulers, and of their principal men in these
regions.

Let us now return to the intrigues set up by Menny-begum-
It is very probable that this haughty ‘Princess, who does not love
to see Mahmed-reza-qhan in power, and could not bear his meddl-
ing with the affairs of the Nizamet, did write to the Governor to
insinuate, that if he intended to keep that department in his own
power, he must prevail on Aaly-hibrahim-qhan to accept the
above office, as the only method for keeping it under his own
controul. The Governor, for these reasons, engaged both Menny-
begum and Mubarec-ed-diiwlah to renew their solicitations to
that nobleman, and to say to him : “ If you be apt to mistrust our
“ sincerity, we shall give you an obligatory paper under our
“ hands, by which we shall bind ourselves to do nothing without
“ your consent and permission; nay, that we shall not meddle
" with any thing at all, if you will have it so. Or, if you fee_l any
" inquietude about the expenditure of the money which may
“come to take place upon some particular emergencies, for
“ which Mahmed-reza-qhan, in consequence of the power which
“ he enjoys, might bring you into trouble; and you should find
" yourself at a loss how either to account for it or to refund the
“ same; then we take that case upon ourselves, and will give
“ you a writing under our hands, by which we shall acknowledge,
" that whenever such a case shall happen, we shall account for
“ it ourselves, and shall bear you harmless." But all these soli-
citations av-ailed nothing, nor would the Qhan-lend an ear to-
them; 4

These" divisions in the Council, which had deterred Aly-
hibrahimaqhan, had not produced less considerable effects else-
where, and especially at Lucknow. Two or three years after
Shudjah-ed-d6wla.h's demise, that is, in the heighth of General
Clavering’s influence,. Mr. D'jan- Brishtoo, a very sensible young
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man, had been appointed to the residency at Lucknow: a modest
word which implies no less than the absolute disposal of every
thing in the provinces of Aood and Ilah-abad. That young man
availed himself so well of his own talents, as well of Assuf-ed.
d6wlah's ignorance, and of Moqhtar-ed-dowlah his Minister’s
supineness, that he transferred to the immediate dominion of
the Company, the country of Benares, which was part of the
lease of the son of Radja Balvent-sing's. But the General being
now dead, this service of his availed but little, and he was turned
out of his oflice. Brishtoo, who had made money, and likewise
done very well the Company’s business, set out for his country,
with intention to come back after having established his interest
in England. But as long before his departure, the General and
the others had wrote home to recommend him as a man of merit’
that had rendered eminent services, there came after his depar-
ture, an order from Europe to continue him in his oflice, with
many cornmendations and encomiums upon his conduct. Whilst
that order was coming, Brishtoo himself arrived in England; and"
he availed himself so well of the services he had rendered, and
of the General's recommendation, as well as of the joint efforts
of that ofl‘icer’s friends, that he obtained a new order for himself,
and another for reinstating Mahmed-reza-qhan in the Fodjdary;
which two orders he brought himself to Calcutta. It was at a
time when some appearance of a reconciliation was taking place
betwixt the two parties. The defeat of two English armies in
Decan had induced Mr. Doocreel, ( Mr. Ducarell ), heretofore
Governor of Pooraniah, and who now was at the head of the
Qhalissa or Finance oflice, to become mediator between the
Governor and Mr. Francis, to whom he was a common friend.
He made them understand, that this was not a time for them to
dispute and to wrangle between themselves; and that they had
better postpone their differents for such times as would follow
afterwards on a cessation of troubles And as on the other hand
Mr. Barwell, who had hitherto had but one heart and one mind
with the Governor, to whom he had shewed a constant attach.
ment, was now resolved, either out of some “discontent against
him, or for some purposes of his own, to repair to England; of
course some union and friendship between the Governor and
Mr. Francis had become the more necessary; and it took place
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accordingly,after some stipulationsin favourof the latter, amongst
which, the appointing of Mahmed-reza-qhan to the Fodjdary
was a principal one. The Governor, who wished to oblige him’
agreed to it; and on the twentieth of Sefer, of the year U94,
that Minister retook possession of that office ; so that the water
that had quitted his shore, commenced flowing again. They
report on that occassion a very strange ancedote : A man well
acquainted with Séyd-mahmed-qhan himself (who is the same
person to whom the Minister is so much attached, as to admit
him to every one of his secrets, and to undertake nothing without
his advice and approbation) averted, as holding it from his own
mouth, that Mahmed-reza-qhan had vowed and promised to the
Divine Author of all gifts, and had written with his own hand upon
a Coran of one of his friend's, “That if he ever recovered his
“offices and dignities, he would, as an oiiering to God, distribute
“twelve thousand rupees to the poor.” What is strange, is that
to this day, which is the end of the year 1195, and a full twelve
month after the completion of his wish, the promise has not been
fulfilled yet. Séyd-mahmed-qhan likewise had a positive order
to execute, as delivered in these words: “ And" if you observe
“any tergiversation or neglectiin me, after I shall have obtained
“ the full of my wishes, then be sure to seize me by the throat,
“and to hold it fast squeezed, until I have paid down the money
“ which you may then distribute yourself.” Accordingly at the
appointed time, the Qhan made serious instances, but to no pur-
pose. The Minister brought forth a variety of apologies, such
as “ that Mubarec-ed-dowlah had already distributed so much
“ money in alms, in his intention; the necessity of putting in
“ repair his palacesof Now-Saht and Nyshat-baqh; the urgency
“ of some expenditures, and such other matters; all which he
“ thought sufficient" excuses." What looks singular is, that in
order to tranquillise the Qhan's conscience, he added “ That he.
“ (Séyd-mahmed-qhan) had got out of his promise, but that him-
“ self was still entangled in it; and that he hoped to see the day
“ when the Divine Providence would put it in his power to dis-
“burse and distribute that money.” Wonderful Godl may I
admire that variety of traces, everywhere discernible, of your
Divine dispensations, by which you have spread amongst a single
species of your creatures so much difference of tempers, and

A. D. 1780-81
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such a diversity of dispositions, that one individual shall spend
so much of his consequence and time in covetously hunt-
ing after a dignity, which another individual, a thousand times
inferior to him in wealth, shall have spurned at and rejected,
although offered to him with solicitations and intreaties, by the
reigning powers, and by the Lords of the land! Aaly-hibrahim-
qhan struck the feet of contentment and resignation into the
head and breast of that office(75), and remained unmoved by all
its temptations, and all their prayers. “But you are so, O worthy
man, by a particular gift of the Author of all love!

About forty-two days before this event, Mahmed-ired-
qhan, son to Acbar-cooly-qhan, and father-in-law to Seradj-ed-
diiwlah, an illustrious nobleman of whom we have spoke in the
history of Aaly-verdy-qhan, departed towards the regions of
Divine mercy. It was the ninth of Muharrem, about the begin-
ning of the year ninety-fourth of the Hedjra; and the fourteenth
of second Reby of the same year, Ahtiram-ed-dowlah-mir-cazem-
qhan, brother to Mir-djaifer-qhan, and uncle to Mubarec-ed-
dowlah, set out likewise for the mansions of the Divine Forgiver.
He fell sick at Radj-mahal, where he lived, and finding himself
ill, he was repairing to Moorshood-abad, to get himself treated ;
but the Angel of death intercepted him on his way, and con-
ducted him towards the road that leads to eternity. He was
entombed in the monument of his family, with his father and
brothers. He bore the character of a good natured man, but
not without a mixture of indolence and supineness in his com-
position, as if toverify that sentence of the Coran. Tlmt most qf
the inhabitants qf the Paradise are simple of heart. May God’:
forgiveness and mercy rest upon him for everl The changes
happened at Moorshood-abad and Lucknow" were followed by
some further alterations at Azim-abad. ’

About the middle of theyear ninety-third of the Hedjra,
Mr. Ayoon-law, Chiefat that city, was_'for some particular reasons
dismissed from his .dignity and office; and he thought proper to
repair to Mendradj, from whence he went to England. He was
succeeded by Mr, Macsool (Maxwell), second to him in rank,
who in conjunction with the other ¢m¢i1!;'6n, conducted the
business of that province... p Mr. Neec, one of them, was a man

(15) Auras: translation. ‘ G 4 T ' _. V
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of a violent passionate temper, although full of sense; as well as
vigorous and stiff in his attachments. But his D.ivan, Ram-
lochun, a Bengaly of a _ strange savageness of temper, was
narrow-minded, and of a very ‘uncommon cast of mind ; yet
such as he was, he had gained a thorough ascendant over his
master's mind. This gentleman was much displeased with
Radja Hyaliram and some others, who being supported’ by,
and connected with, Mr. Law, thought proper to keep at some
distance from Mr. Neec, and his savage of a Divan. But as on
the other hand, the latter drew a mighty credit and much
countenance from his connections with Mr. Barwell,_a leading
Member of the Committee, to whom the Governor paid great
deference, he had on those two accounts risen to so much power
and influence in the Council of Azim-abad, that he did as he
pleased. Radja_Hyaliram, after Mr. Law’s departure, found it
necessary to join Mr. Neec ; and under a promise of presenting
him with a large sum of money, should he obtain the lease of
some of the public revenues, he made his peace with him, and
became the disposer of all matters and transactions in the
districts of Chayn-poor, Sarseram, and Seress-cotumbah, to
which places he repaired to hasten the collection with all his
might. But as the money did not come in as fast as promised,
Mr. Neec came forward, and let loose his Divan Ram-lochun, a
man who bearing already a cordial hatred to Hyaliram, plunged
him into so much chicanery and trouble, that the Radja fearful
for his honour as well as for his life, resolved to repair to Calcutta,
and to refer every thing to the Governor. But- the difliculty
was how to get out of Azim-abad, and how to elude Ram-lochun’s
clutches and watchfulness. . _He~ therefore applied by several
petitions to the Governor, and represented, that should he
(Hyaliram) be sent for to the presence, and rescued from the
danger that hung over his head, he would demonstrate his own
zeal and gratitude, by making many xizhportant discoveries.
Maha-radja Calyan-sing, son to the lateshitabria, was so slothful
and so supine a nobleman, as to have, lost. all power and in-
flueneelat the Council Board of Azim-abad,‘:whq_re he was looked
upon as a cipher. But as he was much discontented with all the
Members, he came to Hyaliranfs assistance,“aiid-‘wrote respect-
ful letters to the Governor, settingforth the ofliefs good conduct,
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and his punctuality in business. The Governor, who at once
comprehended that administration might draw some benefit
from these disputes, commanded Radja Hyaliram's attendance;
and the latter thinking it a piece of good fortune to escape from
the paws of Ram-lochun, repaired to Calcutta, where he soon
found admittance. For although he is not always well-intentioned,
yet being, as he is, full of sense and wit; and the times ad-
nlitting, and even requiring men of such active characters; he
wasvhandsomely received by the Governor, to whom he gave an
account of the real causes of the endless failures and outstanding
balances in the collections of the province of Azim-abad. He
informed him of the numberless infidelities of Ram-lochun’s,
and of the endless oppressions and exactions, which he had been
guilty of on the inhabitants of that unhappy country, and which
he was still committing by himself and his dependants, as well
as by the officers of the Fodjdary-office, at the head of which he
was in his master's right. The Governor, on hearing such a
dismal account of that country, could not be brought to believe
that men of his nation could he guilty of such excesses, nor would
he on Hyalirams’s suggestions dismiss the whole Council of Azim-
abad ; a necessary measure, however, and in consequence of which
the people of God might have been rescued from the miseries of
yeilding obedience to such a set of rulers, and the necessity of
depending on their nod and pleasure. Neverthelss impressed
by Hyaliram’s sense and wit, and by the flowing easiness of his
delivery, the Governor granted him most of his demands, and
left the disposal of the collections of those parts to his dis-
cretion and knowledge, although Hyaliram had no money of
his own, and he was supported by no one protector. Thus in
consequence of his representations and good management, all
the former collectors of revenue were dismisssed, and himself
was invested with full powers, and a decisive authority over the
affairs of that resort. I-lyaliram, out of attachment and gratitude
for former benefits received from Calyan-sing, set apart for his
account some districts of that province,_~and kept only some
others for himself/»; and thus after having performed a voyage
that did him a deal of honour and credit, he returned to Azim-
abad, about the beginningqof the year 95 of the Hedjra. A
little after, allfthe Members of the Council were dismissed from
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their shares in the Revenue-office; and the two Radjahs addicted
themselves jointly to the care of putting the finances in order-
On the other hand,‘ the people of the province, glad to return
to the sway of their own countrymen, trusted to the appearance
of unanimity and unity of command, which seemed to reign
between them; and they imagined that the oppressed public
would soon be released from the miseries of its former situation_
But such are the revolutions of heavenly bodies, and such the
instability which they impresss on human affairs and dispositions,
that hardly was Hyaliram arrived from Calcutta; hardly was he
recovered from the bodily labour he had undertaken, partly on
Radja Calyan-sing’s account, than the latter, notwithstanding
all the obligations he owed to his colleague, became altered at
once. At the instigation of some foolish proud young men, he
had the impudepce to write complaints against him to the
Governor, and to accuse him openly in Mr. Macsool’s presence,
who was Chief of Azim-abad. But the Governor, who is the first
man of his age for knowledge of the world, and who to form an
estimate of aman’s character and abilities, needs only to see
and to hear him once ; the Governor, I say, who in a few con-
ferences with Hyaliram had already with his eagle-like keen-
ness of sight, made himself master of the degree of that man's
abilities and genius, and was likewise thoroughly apprised of
the soft and ductile character of Calyan-sing’s, paid no attention
to the latter’s imputations; but sent to the other, the invcstiture
and honorary dress of Deputy to Calyan-sing, making him the
sole disposer of all revenue matters. May God Almighty turn
the dissensions and jealousies of the people of this country into
union and love, so that all its inhabitants may enjoy rest and
comfort, and may they exchange evil for good!

It is not improper to observe on l-lyaliram’s subject, that
although he is so determined a liar, that there is no trusting to
his word, yet such as he is, he must_b_e endowed, and he is really
endowed with so many laudable qualifications, that it would be
difiicult to find his equal in this present time, as characters go now;
nor would I be surprised at all to see him turn better than he is,
and improve his character essentially, on being favoured with an
accession of power, and a more extensive oflice; nor would it
be at all improbable, but that in such a case, the people of this
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province should come to better their unhappy condition, and to
enjoy a release from the pains and miseries they endure; for
there are some particulars in that man's odd character, that do"
him an infinite deal of honour.

A few days before our writing these lines, there came from
Bengal to Azim-abad a. venerable gentleman, with a flowing
white" beard. He was a Persian-born, and a stranger. The day
of his arrival, after having fatigued himself in setting his little
things in his new lodgings, he was suddenly taken ill, and died
about midnight. At day-break the officers of the Fodjdary-
office rushed headlong into his lodgings, with an intention to
take possession of his effects. He had four small children, all
motherless. The poor fellows waking suddenly at the noise,
and seeing their father motionless, and so many strange faces-
in the house, took fright, and clinging as close rs they could to
the dead body, as if for protection, they fell a-weeping and a-
trembling. The man's servant waking at last, and being at
once overwhelmed by a number of‘ questions and by the threats
of ‘ those oppressors, wanted to part the children from the‘
corpse; and .these_ auguring nothing but ill from that violence;
fell a-screaming all together with all their might, so as to fill
the whole quarter with an uproar, which people compared to
that of the Day of Judgment. Radja Hyaliarm came to hear
of this matter; but. his chairmen not being at hand, he ran on‘
foot 85¢ of hishouse; and going _into the lodging in question,
he exerted himself in soothing and pacifying the aflrighted
children. Sending at the same time-for a Minister of the
Mussulman religion, and for a winding sheet, with some other
necessaries," he: ordered the prayers directed by law to be pro-
nounced ovcr the deceased, his body to be washed according to
those rites, and then, to be buried in a particular spot, which
he had; bought a few days before for his own burial, and which
he from that moment -bequeathed» as a- burying ground for poor
faithful travell'er's(76). This done, he tookby the- hand those
children, who were now orphans indeed, and carried them to
his house, where he desired his consort to them‘ up» as his

1* , _ _

(16) ‘By faithful, the author rrnilentands no others than those of his ownlaoet
thatiqtha ‘Shyhh soet,towhich H'y‘aliram,aawall as his master, Shytab-ray-
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own, with no difference at all in the treatment; and that very
day, he settled a pension upon them, appointed a servant to
their service, and found out a tutor to teach them their letters, and
to bring them up in their father's religion. Lastly, he appointed
a retired part of his lodgings for their habitation ; and now they
are carefully educated, until some relation or other, comes over
to claim them; otherwise, he intends to adopt them himself,
and to marry them amongst the Mussulmen. ‘May the Most High
God, by His favour and grace, augment that man's inclination to
perform such meritorious actions, and may He turn other people's
hearts towards pactices of benevolence and charity! Amen.

It is to be wished we could speak with as much fulness of
the affairs and campaigns in Decan ; but the detail of the
battles and transactions in that country cannot be well known
to any, but to those Commanders, who having been in battle
against one another, have made trials of each other’s valour and
strength. As for me,l know only as much of them as has been
published by common report, or has been written by Indians
constituted in power and dignity; and it is these reports and
relations which I am putting in order throughout these sheets.
I was at Azim-abad, when I heard of the expedition and
achievements of Colonel Godard’s. That Commander being
arrived at Ilah-abad, heard that the army in which he had been ap-
pointed to serve, was gone to Calpy; on which he made haste, and
soon joined it at that spot, where he found that the English Com-
mander had opened a correspondence, and acommerce of friend-
ship with some Zemindars of those parts, and with some of the
enemies of the Princes and Radjahs of the Bundul-cund, with
whom he had concluded treaties, with a view to open a passage
through their countries, and to conciliate their good will to the
expedition. But on advancing a little beyond Calpy, Lesley
who commanded in chief, and to whom Godard obeyed against
his "inclination, had the imprudence and thoughtlessness to
engage himself in a parched country, where for some leagues
together in every direction, no water at all was to be found,
and no habitation to be seen; and this too at a season of the
year, when the heats are intolerable, as it is always the case in
India, just before the setting in of the rains ; "so that this
imprudence cost him in that single day, three or four English
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oflicers, ten or twelve or even more English soldiers, and above
a hundred of those native soldiers that go by the name of
Talingas; all which dropped dead for want of water to quench
their thirst. The remaining officers shocked at this enormous
thoughtlessness of Colonel Lesley’s, as well as at the covetous-
ness of his temper, and the supineness of his conduct, became
discontented against him, and wrote an infinity of complaints to
the Committee of Calcutta. Colonel Godard himself wrote in
the same style. He exposed his reasons of discontent; and
observed, that as no union and concert could take place between
Lesley and him, he requested either to be excused from so
disagreeable a ‘service, or that some other officer should be
appointed to the supreme command. The other oiiicers did not
fall short of such a style in their letters ; and even some of them
wrote in common, “ That if the Committee intended the safety
“ of this_ army, and to see it victorious, they must appoint
1‘ Colonel Godard to the command of it.” The Governor and
Council, on these universal complaints, thought proper to repri-
mand Lesley, and then to recall him from the army; and having
raised Colonel Godard’s station and rank, they appointed him
to the sole command of that army. A brevet, drawn up in very
honorable terms, was sent him at the same time. But by a
singular good luck it happened that, before the order could come
up, the ministers of destiny and fate had dismissed Lesley’s spirit
from the command and government of his body, and had forbidden
the latter to obey any more the directions of the other; so
that Godard was already in the full command of the army,
when the order arrived. This ofiicer, who in good manners
and in the art of commanding has not his equal in the world,
gained so much upon the hearts of his soldiers, and even of
those of the Zemindars on his passage ; and he kept so strict a
discipline over his people, that he made great progresses in his
journey. Having given two shameful defeats to the troops of
Bundul-cund, which attwo different times attempted to oppose
his passage, he marched on boldly through an enemy's country,
and over an unknown tract of land; and with no more than
five or six thousand men, and ten or eleven pieces of cannon
and mortars, he cut his way with great vigour and conduct for.
three months together, until be arrived very" near to the spot
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destined for the junction of his troops with the other English
army that had set out from Bombay; but here he found matters
very much altered. General Carnac, Commander of the army
from Bombay, proud of his command, and anxious to acquire a
great name before Godard’s arrival, had hastened forward; and
with an army under his command, which both in numbers and
in artillbry, was superior to Colonel Goclard's(77), he attacked
the Marhattas, and was completely vanquished. He was even
besieged and enclosed in such a manner, as to suffer a total
defeat, and to bring a complete disgrace upon the English arms.
Those that survived that defeat, joined General Carnac, and were
obliged to enter into some shameful articles with the victorious;
and after having exchanged some stipulations, they returned to
their fortress and homes at Bombay. Colonel Godard being
apprised of that event, concluded that as his army had greatly
suffered from the length of his march, and from the very numerous
engagements in which he had been victorious, his troops to all
appearance would prove unequal to the task of facing an enemy
flushed with victory. He therefore thought it expedient to strike
to the right, and to march on to Surat, which was a city and
port in the power of the English. As soon as he arrived, and he
had put his troops into quarters of refreshment, he wrote to the
Council of Calcutta, which of late had been invested with a Dicta-
torial power over all the English factories on the Indian coast, and
with the absolute direcion of all the English armies and olficers
in India. The Governor and Council, together with the Council
of Bombay, refused to ratify the treaty made by General Carnac,
and they commanded General Godard to fight the Marhattas.

Whilst that Commander was in cantonments, Umed-el-mulk
alias Mir-sheab-eddin, the same who had sown so many troubles
in Hindostan by his endless infidelitics, and eternal intrigues ;
and had brought on the ruin of the Empire and even of these
very kingdoms, by the revolutions he had caused ; at once made
his appearancein that city. That wretched, who had projected
to ruin the sons of his own uncle, that is, the posterity of Nizam-
el-mulk(13), and to complete the downfall of the remainder of

(71) This is a mistake of our author's. Carnac’: army did not amount to more
than four thousand men. Godard‘: troops exceeded six thousand.

(78) He was son to Ghazi-eddin-qhan, elder brother to Selabet-djung, to
flinm.nly, go Bgggglgt-djun‘, and to Mir-musherfl, all sons to Nizarn-el-mulk-.
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that family (which to this day enjoys great power and great
dominions in Decan), was gone into those -southern parts with
sinister intentions._ But the Grandees and Commanders of
those countries, who luckily had still in their hearts some respect
for their master’s welfare, as subjects, and some regard for
their own reputation and characters, as soldiers, refused to pay
any attention to his intrigues and suggestions; and the man
now reduced to straits, as well as unable to find throughout all
the cities of I-iindostan, or even in all those of Decan, a single
spot, whereon he might tread in safety, repaired to Surat, under
pretence of :1 pilgrinage to the glorious Mecca; and he kept
himself concealed for a length of time, nor was he discovered
but by some jewels of value which he got out for sale. Colonel
Godard was obliged to write to the Governor and Council to
know their pleasure with respect to this man; and he was at
first forbidden to have any connections with him; but in the
sequel, they conlcuded that an intriguing man is always a shrewd
man ; and that being acquainted with all the chief men of Decan,
as well as allied to the family of Nizam-el-mulk, he might be of
great use. Accordingly, they ordered the Colonel to have con-
nections with him, in hopes that at some future emergencies,
his abilities and knowledge might answer some purpose in their
cause. The General upon this letter, admitted him to his
friendship, and gave him a pension for his subsistence.

Whilst the Bengal army was yet in Surat, the English interest
had been recruited by a new ally. This was Rao Fateh-sing-
cfiicvar, one of the principal feudatories of the Marhatta Empire.
He had been invited over by Ragonat-rao, who had engaged him
to conclude a written engagement with that nation, in which he
was promised to have the whole Gudjrat(79) for himself, under

(79) The Marhatta Empire consists of ‘several feudatories, the principal of
which are the Bhosselahs, who possess a country almost as extensive as Bengal, to
the south-west of it, but more warlike; the Singhias, who possess the Malva; the
Cflcvars who possess about fifty lacs of revenue in G8djr_at; and the Helena, who’
are masters of the country round B8rha_np8r. They are. obliged to appear in the
field, whenever called upon ; and their quota is from twenty totlsirty thousand horse,
all paid and maintained by them. But whoever should that this Vassalage
amounts to little more than that of the Princes of Germany to the Emperor, would
be much mistaken; and here ls a proof-of it: So long as the Marhatta Irma were
kept at bay by the success of the Baglisb In Decan, the Courtof l_’oonah- put up
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condition of his joining the troops to his English, and of his being
assisting in their expedition. The Colonel, after that junction,
conceived the scheme of taking the city of Azim-abad-Gudjrat;
and about the end of the year 1190 of the Hedjra, he marched
out of Surat, and presenting himself before that city, he at first
offered the Marhatta Commanders terms of capitulation for sur-
rendering the place; but this being rejected, he in a little time
ruined the walls, and took the place by mere force and by assault;
and although it is not customary with the English troops to
plunder or to kill after a victory, nevertheless at the capture of
this place, there was some plunder made, and some blood shed,
whether because the Caicvar, with his Marhattas, was in their
company, or for some other reason that has not transpired. This
much is certain that some plunder was committed, and possibly
some blood was,shed. The Colonel having delivered the city
and fortress to Fateh-sing-caicvar, and established that Prince’s
government over it, came out and marched forward, resolved to
fight another Marhatta army that had come to the assistance of the
garrison. But such brilliant successes having spread the renown
of the English far and near, did not fail to suscite in their favour
a new ally; and this was a Prince called the Rana of Gohud. In
a few days his agents arrived at Calcutta, and offered to join the
English, but requested at present a small number of troops. The
reason of this negotiation was, that the Rana of Gohud, who had
this longwhile disputes with the Marhattas, and was always at
variance with them, hoped that as the English were now waging
war against that nation, he might avail himself of that new power
to snatch from his enemies some districts and fortresses of his
which they detained this longwhile ; after which, he would be
ready to shew his gratitude to his new allies, by proving his
zeal for their ‘cause. The Governor had too much wisdom and
knowledge, not to preceive the utility of an alliance with agreat
Prince who had money, troops, and dominions ; who could aliord
so much local knowledge of the countries and affairs of the

with Modadji-bhosselah's tergiversing conduct, and with his ambiguous connection
with that nation; but as soon‘ as peace had taken place, he was sent for at Poonah,
threatenedwith resumption, and obliged to redeem himself of the oorors by which
his dominions were in arrears to the treasury, by melting concessions, and paying
down one ooror of repose or a niilion ud-a-quarter sterling.

A. n. I780.
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Marhattas upon whom his dominions bordered ; and who offered
himself to the English as aguide; for his country became of
course a new conquest, that cost him nothing. So that the
Governor looking upon such an event as a favour from above,
sent to his assistance Captain Palmer, with three regiments of
Talingas. This officer was accompanied by Tefez-zul-hosséin-
qhan, who had once been tutor to Mirza-saadet-aaly, second son
to Shudjah-ed-d6wlah(8o), and was now sent in quality of an
agent from the Governor, to gain the Rana’s heart. (The two
envoys being arrived at Gohud, took possession of the castle,
under pretence of lodging themselves ; and under the mask of
friendship and a visit, they kept him prisoner and surrounded
by their forces.

But before we continue the history of that expedition, we
must take a view of some other parts of Decan. In conse-
quence of the necessity of some affairs of my own, and of the
tyranny exercised by destiny, I was obliged to make an appli-
cation to Calcutta, and of course to take a journey to Bengali
and it was in the year 1194. On my arrival at Moorshood-abad
and at Calcutta, I learned with a little more detail what concerned
the Decan, from the principal men of those cities; and as I was
actually writing the rough draft of this book in that journey,
It-used to insert occasionally in it, whatever I heard worth notice
and credit. It amounts to this : That the Grandees of the Court
of Poona and Satara, who now govern the dominions of the
Sahu Radja and of Ram Rajah(8!),’finding the English bent
on the destruction of their Empire, had united together, and had
invited over, on one hand, Fateh-sing-caicvar, who had already
joined the English; and on the other, the sons of Rago-bhossclah,
who from‘ Aaly-verdy-qhan’ s time, had ever been at peace with
the rulers of Bengal, and had now by the means of Mr. Elliot's
and Mr.’ Ande-son's embassy and negotiation, renewed that
peace and entered into a new treaty of friendship and amity
with Governor Hushtin. These were now called upon by

(80) This Saadet-aaly lives now at Banaress, where the-llnglish, after having
recommended him to si pension of four lacs s year, from Asset-ed-dbwlah, Navvab
or King of A8d, keep him there asl Bugbear to frighten occasionally his elder
brother into good manners. ' '

(81) These are two oi the first Emperors of the Marhatta Empire. .
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dint‘ of threats to unite with the others; and they agreed to an
union of concerns at last. It-was about the middle of the year
1:94, at which _time Colonel Godard had already discovered
Fateh-sing-caicvar's defecion; and as he found, on the other
hand, that the rainy season was coming, he became tired of a
kind of warfare that had no end, and served only to render the
difliculties and necessities of his army greater and greater.
With this view he returned to Surat. That city was only a few
days journey. But the enemy eternally hanging on his rear, it
cost him full forty or fifty days fighting, to cut his way through
an hostile country; and this he did with a deal of steadiness
and activity. At last he arrived in that city, where he put his
troops into quarters of refreshment. But whilst he was pre-
paring all the necessaries for commencing early another cam-
paign, Fateli-singcaicvar, who had got so easily and so cheaply
possession of the G8djrat, but had now become envious of
Colonel Godard’s prosperity, put himself at the head of his
own forces, and took his station in the districts which originally
had been in his possession. Whilst such a change was taking
place in G8djrat, Chimnadji, another Marhatta General, who
was nephewto Rago-dji-bhosselah, having listened to the instiga-
tions and menaces of the Ministers of Poona(82), set out with a
good army from the Great-Naigpoor, his capital, and marched

(82) To give some idea of those Ministers, which many might be apt to call
barbarians, it must be remembered that they consented to let go from Vargam an
army of English, which they had beaten and defeated, and which they might have
kept besieged until it should have perished to the last man. Instead of that, they
gave it a pass, and an escorte. We must like\vise read some of those letters written
by people which are called ldolators in Europe. Here is the beginning of a long
one written to Governor Hastings, the first April. 1776, by Sircaram-baboo, Prime
Minister of the Court of Poona. It is a Barahman that speaks :

" The all-wise Creator and Protector of the Universe, formed man superior to
¢‘ all other of his creatures, and endowing him with reason, made him lord over all;
“ and by the gift of speech, adorned by the gem of veracity, put into his hands the
authority over all the terrestrial world. It is consequently the duty of all Magistrates,
" and all those invested with authority, to provide for and protect the people of God
"entrusted to their care. As this is not to be affected without apparent means,
“ wise men have established the mode oi corresponding with each other by letters
“ and messengers. It was therefore my earnest desire to establish such a corres-
" pondenee with you ; and although certain weak and little minds considered this
" design as the efieet of timorousness, yet in the sight of wisdom it will be regarded
"as a proof of a greet soul."
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towards Djagennat and Cateclr. There he tool: up his winter
quarters, whilst his agents were now repairing to Calcutta, and
professing amity and friendship to the English cause. The
Governor, who did i not trust altogether to their professions,
opposed an army of English to the Marhatta army in Cateck;
and stationed troops besides at all the passes in the mountains,
where those enemies had used to pour into the provinces of
Bengal and Bahar. These troops had orders to oppose force by
force, should they make any motion that way(83).

_ But as Haider-naic is now going to cut so great a figure in
our history, it is proper to part with our subject for a while, in
order to give some account of that extraordinary man. Haider-
néic originally was a Commander in the service of the French
in Decan, in which he commenced by serving as a Naic, which
signifies a Commander of ten or fifteen men. Ry degrees he rose
to the oflices of Djemaat~dar, Soobadar Comidan (Commandant,)
which last "is the highest title of command to which one can
attain amongst the nations of hat-wearers. What appears very
singular, is that notwithstanding that superior station, the
surname of Naic stuck to him ever after. In the sequel he served
the Radjahs of Decan, made himself a character, and acquired
much power ; and becoming famous little by little, he was taken
into the service of the Radja of Malavar(84), where in a little time;
-r .

(83) Modsji-bhosselah, who would not fsll out with theCourt of Poona, whose
feudstory he wss. sent an army of twenty-five thousand horse upon the frontires of
Bengal. And as he would not fail out with the English, neither, from whom he
received s pension, he sent that army by so circuitous s road, that instead of two
months and-s-half, it did not arrive upon the frontiers of Bengal, but after s seven
months journey, that is, just st thevery beginning of the rains, which alwsys lat
with violence for six full months. On the other hand, ss he hsd s much greater
lilting to English rupees, than to English Csnnon-balls, he svsiled himself of their
fesrs and anxieties, to squeeze from them under two or three plausible pretences s
contribution of about two-and-thirty lses; s sum which the English hsd the wisdom
to think very inferior to two or three hundred lacs of which those msreilem
freebooters might have essily done. - '

(84) The author who had no better memoirs upon thoolglrg of Doe" than
hesrssys, has mistaken the cue. Hlider-nflc did not take service with the Radis-
of Mflsvsr, but with the mi. or Kn; of Msyssor, statute. country, exceed"-
ingly well peopled and cultivated, ll are n1 Hindoo oountrissjyields I0 less than 1
Coror of rupees s your, or s miiiionsnd-s-quart sterling. Thetrnth is that all
Hindostuhs hsvshstooofussd notions of iii; or-um t-twin the tnnm sod
the lflysoor. 1 ' -
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he fell out with that Prince's Divan, who according to the custom
of that country, disposed of the revenues and expenditures of
that Prince, and directed all his Councils absolutely. Haider-
naic, who despised that Minister’s pusillanimity, as much as he
confided on his own valour and talents, had the boldness to fall
upon him in broad day-light, and to kill his rival; after which
he took possession of his ofiice. From that day he acted with
an absolute sway in every thing, but still with the policy of
leaving the Radja alive, and in his usual employment. That
Prince is still alive; and whenever his keeper thinks is proper,
he is produced in public as an ancient relic; at which time
he never fails to pay him every mark of respect and veneration.
After his establishing in this manner his authority over the
Malavar, he thought proper to march to the assistance of Nizam-
aaly-qhan, son to‘ Nizam-el-mulk, Sovereign of the Decan-, who
having fallen out with the English, and with Mahmed-aaly-qhan,
Viceroy of Arcat, had marched at the head of an army, and given
them a great battle, in which he was assisted by Haider-naic,
with his person and a body of troops. But the English having
obtained the victory, Nizam-aaly-qhan in despair of his defeat,
obstinately remained on the field of battle, resolved rather to
perish in the field than to survive his defeat. It was at this
moment he was descried by Haider-naic from afar, who being
informed of his despair and resolution, galloped up to him, and
made use of force and violence to turn his elephant about, and
to make him quit the field of battle: Nizam-aaly-qhan consented
at last, but told him that it was under condition that he (Haider-
naic) would provide for his obtaining his revenge of that defeat.
The other promised it ; and really after having spent some time in
making his preparatives, he turned about, and fell on the English;
or else, he let~Nizam-aalyé-qhan depart, and then in a few days
he turned about, faced the English again ; but was defeated and
obliged to fly for life. Either from some particular emergency, or
from the concourse of destiny, he was obliged to turn his back, and
to return to his own country. But the English, bent on his pursuit,
arrived in his dominions, where they took, one after another,
whatever fortress opposed their passage; and. after having
established contributions in the country, they used to proceed
forward. _ These many siegcs havinggiven him time to collect his
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resources, he quickly repaired to a strong fortress of his, depos-
ed there most of his baggage, and having taken out of it as much
provisions and ammunition as would serve for some days all his
troops, he turned about, and by rapid marches, he fell suddenly
upon the English, and gave them a great defeat. But as the van-
quished army continued in a body, and after having been drawn
up in battle array, wanted to renew the combat, he at once dis-
appeared from before them, without their being able to know any
thing of his motions; and having marched by roads which nobody
suspected, he suddenly made his appearance before Mendradj
(Madras), which was empty of troops, and where there were no
preparatives madeagainst his coming; and he surrounded it on
all sides. The Governor and principal men seeing no resource at
hand, set open the gate of amity, went to meet him, and made a
treaty with him, by which the troubles ended by a peace. But this
peace having afforded some repose to I-laider-naic, he returned
to his own country, and diligently employed himself in disciplin-
ing his troops, and in providing every implement necessary for
war and conquest. After a length of time had elapsed, adispute
arose between the Marhattas and himself, in which he was shame-
fully beaten, and obliged to fly to his country, where he soon
repaired his losses. The Marhattas meanwhile overawed by his
superiority of genius, and intimidated by his art of finding re-
sources, united with Nizam-aaly-qhan, and undertookto demolish
his power, and to ruin him totally. For this purpose they joined
twenty-five thousand horse of their own, to some thousand more,
which Nizam-aaly-qhan had sent them under the command of
Cala-qhan-dhonsa; and they made an irruption into his dominions.
Haider-naic finding that he could not stand against such a force,
abstained for a whole year from encountering the enemy. But yet
he constantly kept at the distance of some miles, without losing
sight of him, unless he sometimes chose to make a stay ; and then
he was always provided with such a numerous body of pioneers,
and such an immense artillery, as enabled him at any time to
fortify a good post, and to tarry there; nordid his enemies dare
to attack him in such a fortified camp. Nevertheless with all this
good countenance, he wisely concluded thatin time, his country
would be ruined by such a warfare ; and he sought his safety in
a treaty of peace, by which he gave a deal of money to the
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Marhattas, to Nizam-aaly-qhan, and to the latter’s General, Cala-
qhan; and in this mannerhe extricated himself from hisdifiiculties,

After this peace, he passed ten or twelve years in rest and
tranquillity ; but spent this interval in making mighty preparatives,
He sent Embassadors with rich and curious presents to Kerim~
qhan-zendi(35), then master absolute of all Iran; and these in
their master's name requested leave to raise in his dominions some
thousand men of cavalry. The permission being soon granted»
the Envoys, who were furnished with large sums of money,
soon brought from thence some thousand Persian Moghuls,
all young vigorous men, commanded by proper officers of their
own. On the other hand, he opened a correspondence with
the French of Mauris, an island over against his country, and
by‘ their means he opened another correspondence with the
Ministers of the French kingdom. Thither also he sent curious
and rich presents. Meanwhile he imported into his countrya
number of excellent horses, which he got mounted by Bar-ghirs,
or men which he paid(86) apart, as it is customary in India.
These he disciplined in a manner particular to himself, teaching
some thousands of them to form their ranks, and without break-
ing them, to face about and attack on a full gallop some thousands
of others opposite them. He also obliged the Moghul and
Indian troopers that were in his service, to be exercised every day
for nine hours together, in the evolutions and rules of moving
and fighting in order; insomuch that he rendered them expert
in their business, and capable of any service. To this numerous
body of cavalry, he added seventy thousand musqueteers,

(85) Kerim-qhan was his name; Zendi, that of his tribe, which was a tribe
originally Iranian, living in the Lorestan, a mountainous tract, in the north of
Pars. There are other tribes of Iranian origin, settled in the middle and southern
parts of lrnn or Persia; wheieas ‘the Turkish tribes, that furnish almost all the
soldiers of that Empire, dwell in the northern parts of it, from west to east.
The Sefl family, that has just become extinct in our days, was of a Turkish tribe
settled in Aden‘-béy-djan or Media; and Nadyr-shah (alias Tahmasp-cooly-qhan)’
who put on end to it, was an Asshar, of that division of that tribe, which ls settled in
Qhoruun. It was remarked Karim-qhan, that although I Monarch absolute,
and eeonqueror, he never struck money in his own name, but only under that
general one, of Sahab-onion, the reigning Prince.

- (36) In India the trooper finds himself in horse, mnl, and aecoutrementl.
The Bu-ghlrs or burtheo-bearers, find themselves in arms, but are found in horse
and losoutrolnents by the State. "
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armed with flint locks, and which he disciplined in the European
manner. This mighty army was followed by a train of seven
hundred pieces of artillery, mounted and served exactly in
the English and French manner. After spending some years
in these preparations, he became so conscious of his own
strength, that he sallied forth, and conquered both from the
Malavar Princes, and from the Marhattas, an extent of ground
that yielded a revenue of about four Corors a year(87). His
army accoutred and furnished abundantly with every necessary,
exactly as in Europe, is kept under the strictest order and
discipline. They say that his eldest son, who is now his best
General, does not dare to deviate a hair's breadth from any of his
orders ; so far are any others from daring it themselves. One day
he commanded him to be on horseback seven hours after sun set,
and to go to such a spot. It happened that although he mounted
at the proper time, it was however after a short delay. But that
short delay was taken up; that very moment he sent for him back,
and made him undergo the punition of the whip. Nor was he
less exact in other respects. On observing that the Moghul and
Persian Ofliccrs in his army, were perpetually fighting amongst
themselves, he sent for them, and represented to them in a
moderate tone of voice, and in a friendly manner, “That as he
" had procured them from afar, and they had cost him already
“an__immense sum of money, they ought to reserve themselves
“ for his service, instead of killing and slaughtering each other
“ as they did every day; he added, that as they were strangers
“ in this country, they ought to live upon good terms with the
“ Indians, and by all means upon terms of tenderness and love
" with their own countrymen." But this friendly reprimand had
no effect; and they went on in their usual way, above all, making
no account of the Indians, and endlessly quarrelling and fighting
amongst themselves, and against the others. Two or three times
he repeated his reprimand, and two or three times he repeated
it in vain. At last he grew tired, and one day he ordered two
or three of those disobedient oflicers, to be seized and made
fast to an elephant's feet, where they were ‘trampled to death.
From that day they returned to order and obedience; and
having tucked up the hem of. obedience into the sashiof zeal

(87) Five millions sterling. K
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and submission, they are now brought under a strict discipline,
and are at all times ready for immediate action. To defray
such expenses, he has got possession of immense treasures,
amassed from ancient times by the Princes of Decan for several
ages past; nor is there in all I-lindostan a power comparable
to his in wealth, strength, splendour, discipline, and number of
good troops. However, all this I mention upon general report;
for after all, God only knows whether lam mistaken in that
assertion. I-Iaider-nfiic finding himself able to assert his rights,
conceived now the design of recovering several territories which
the Marhattas had wrested some years before from him; and
he sent them word, that if they returned quietly those countries,
and made a treaty with him, he would assist them with all his
forces in their quarrel with the English; else, they must prepare
for war. The Court of Poona which was now sensible of
the importance of such an ally at such a critical time, concluded
that it was as happy an offer as they might wish for; and
having soon agreed to his demands, they proposed a treaty
with him on these two conditions: The first, that he should
himself come over to their assistance, and fight by their side.
The second, that if his affairs did not permit him to come so
far, then that he should invade the province of Arcat, carry ruin
and devastation in every part of it, and keep in continual alarms,
the armies and power of the English. Haider-naic, finding it
impossible and inexpedient to join the Marhattas, accepted
the second condition.

As soon as this treatyshad been concluded and executed,
he prepared to fulfil it on his part. In the middle of the year
1194 of the Hedjra, he invaded the province of Arcat with an
army that covered the plains, like the waves of an angry sea,
and with a train of artillery that had no end. Being arrived
at about forty or fifty cosses from the territory of Mendradj, he
stopped there, and suddenly dispatched a strong body of troops
under his son, with orders to push hastily to the capital. This
General arriving unexpectedly, made himself master of that
city, as well as of the palace of Mabmed-aaly-qhan, the Viceroy
of the province, together with whatever they contained. They
say that he did not offer much injury or damage to the inhabitants
of thecity, but that he’ ruined the gardens and country-houses
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belonging to the English, and made prisoners those he found
there. Gen. Monro, the same who had heretofore beaten
the Vezir of Hindostan at Bacsar, when he was only a. Major,
was now General, and appointed to the defence of the factory
and fortress of Mendradj. He came out of the walls with ten
battalions of Talingas, and sixteen pieces of cannon, furnished
with every necessary, such as ball and powder; and he intend-
ed to fight. But Haider-naic hearing of this, wrote to his son
to retreat from thence, and to draw the English army into the
plain, and meanwhile to retrograde himself gradually towards
his father. The son having obeyed punctually, Gen. Monro
put his army in battle array, and having ordered a regiment
with some Captains, and Lieutenants, and Ensigns, and_ some
Sergeants, with two pieces of cannon, and necessaries to advance
forward as usual, at two or three cosses distance from the main
body, he followed himself with his whole army; and in this
manner. he advanced ten or twelve cosses farther from the
fortress. I-Iaider-naic hearing of this, sent a’body of troops
under the command of his son, with orders first Ito charge the
regiment in question, and then to send intelligence every moment,
and meanwhile to stand ready to execute further commands.
The son did as he was commanded; and he attacked the
regiment with so much vigour, that the Commander of it, after
having bravely stood his ground, and received the enemy with
a fire of musketry and cannon, sent word to the General, that
the combat was drawing to a length; that his numbers were
thinned; the enemy numerous; and that he wanted immediate
relief. As the distance was great, and one-quart of the day was
already spent, when the combat commenced, it was noon before
the trooper with the intelligence arrived; and some time more
being spent before the‘ General could fix his mind on a resolu-
tion, there remained only one-third of the day, when he sent
four regiments to the assistance of the first, two of which were
European white soldiers, new landed from Europe, the others
being Indian Talingas. But it was evening before they could
arrive. The five regiments being joined, {gassed the night on
the spot. On this intelligence, _I-Iaider-naic“ sent his son-in-law
with fresh troops to his’ son's assistance; and these recom-
menced the attack at day-break. The English were worsted;
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and finding that their General had erred, in not marching up
with his whole army, they thought it expedient to retreat to the
main body ; and they commenced a retreat, but always in good
order, and always turning about, and always facing their pursuers.
The enemy continued pressing on all sides, and perpetually
attacking with rockets, cannon-balls, muskets and bombs; and
they had already burned the plants of the lives of numbers of
English soldiers, when they were likewise favoured by fortune.
It happened that one of the English carts of powder and
ammunition took fire. In an instant the whole provision blew
up, and carried away such vast numbers of men, which happen-
ed to be near or at no great distance, that those that survived the
disaster, proved not numerous enough to continue the combat.
The enemy having surrounded them, sent them promises of
quarter. The English who. are a courageous nation,fullof military
pride and firmness of heart, refused to surrender; upon which an
order came to put them to the.s.word ; and the poor souls were all
backed to pieces(88). It happened that three orfour men escaped
from the slaughter, and reached General Monro's encampment ;
but their report struck such apanic in his mind, that this General,
whose courage had never been doubted to that day, no sooner
heard the detail of the slaughter, than he lost his wonted firmness,
and betrayed every mark on fear, trepidation and dismay. The
report goes that he passed the night without going to bed. And
that at day-break he mounted a. fleet horse, and without stopping
anywhere, or giving himselfa moment tobrea.the,he retired within
the fortress of Mendradj. The forlorn army following in much
distress and idsorder retired into the fortress likewise; and the
victorious in full pursuit of the runaways, entered the city of
Mendradj, which they mastered-; so that there remained to the
English nothing but the fortress of that name. They say that in a
few days after, the fortress of Arcat, the capital of Mahmed-aaly-
qhan’s dominions, who was the Viceroy of the Carnatec, was
taken by the enemy, as well as that of Pool-churry, which last

(88) The author is mistaken. All those troops surrendered, and were taken
prisoners; and even then Col. Bailie was st the head of seven hundred English, and
of three thousand Sipahls. Nor did the English want either courage or numbers;
they wanted powder, and were exhausted by three days’ continual fighting against
troops continually-renewed-,
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had been lately taken by the English from the French; and as in
times of calamity, a misfortune never comes alone, it happened
that a difference arising between the English and the Talingas of
the garrison of Is-hac-patan (Vizagapatam), these last who were
numerous, fell upon the small number of the English, and killing
some of them, imprisoned the others; and thus that place also
came cheaply in Haider-naic’s power.

General Monro having quitted the field in so disgraceful a
manner, did not fail to be accused both by friends and foes, who
covered him with shame. But this news had not yet reached
Calcutta, where, meanwhile the fire of dissension, which had been
raging with so much violence between the Governor-General and
Mr. Francis, had now risen to such a height, that from bad words,
and disputes, they had proceeded to fighting with guns ; and at the
end of Redjeb or the beginning of Shaaban, both parties according
to the established custom of the nation, went out by themselves,
and fought with pistols. The Governor, being befriended by
destiny, came off harmless ; but Mr. Francis was wounded. As he
was predestined to live a great deal more, the pistol ball, although
it entered at his right side, did neither break the bone, nor even
rend the curtain ; it stopped between bone and flesh ; and in a
few days he was cured. It was justly at this time that General
Coote, a King's servant, who had succeeded General Clavering,
as Commander-in-Chief of all the forces in India, arrived from
Lucknow, whilst Mr. Doocreel, (Mr. Ducarell ), arrived from
Bardvan. These two men, who had connections with both
parties, interposed their good offices, and became mediators of
forgiveness and peace between the Governor and Mr. Francis.
They brought them together, and made them take their seats at
the Council-board; and it was about this time that the intelli-
gence of Monro’s defeat arrived at Calcutta. The letters men-.
tioned that the enemy grew daily more powerful‘, and that
General Monro had fled from,the field of battle.

Newscame likewise of General Godard’s having come out
of Surat, and of his now besieging the townvof Bessi (Bassain),
which is one of the strongest fortresses in the Marhatta domi-
nions. It was likewise at this time that an Englishman of some
consequence arrived in a Packet-ship from Bombay, which
means in English a Courier-ship; and God knows what news he
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brought with him. He found the Governor-General with all the
principal English of Calcutta overwhelmed with sorrow, but busy
in contriving expedients to raise a great sum of money, and to
form an army. The Governor after borrowing upon interest,
from the wealthy Bengalies of Calcutta, so great a sum as one
coror of rupees, engaged General Coote to repair to Mendradj,
and to take the command of the army there.

It was in those times of calamity and distress, I arrived at
Calcutta, where I paid a visit to the Governor-General. That
Viceroy, who has a vast fund of innate goodness in his nature,
condoled much with me, and promised that I would one day see
the accomplishment of my wishes; but he was so overwhelmed
with public business, that he could not afiord to give me many
hearings, or to remember his promise. As to General Coote, he
both object 'l to_the scarcity of men and of money, until both
being remecwd, he consented to go to Mendradj with three or
four battalions that had been brought together; and these being
joined to the six or seven regiments now shut up in the fortress
of that name, the whole with some other troops then in those
parts, would form a body of ten or twelve regiments: a force
which was thought suflicient to fight Haider-niac in the field.
For the English trusted much to the goodness of their troops
and to the talents of their Commander; nor do they admit any
interference of the deity in the affairs of this world, but attribute
their repeated victories, and numerous conquests, to the good
conduct of their officers, and to the bravery of their troops;
nor do they ascribe the defeats given to General Carnac, and
to General Monro, to anything else but to the misconduct of
those two men, whom they loaded with imprecations and obloquy,
as the principal authors of those disasters that had disgraced
their nation. There is no doubt, indeed, but that wisdom and
prudence bear a great sway in the direction of the affairs of the
world ; but not so much neither, as that the Original Mover of
all events, He that has created and bestowed that wisdom and
prudence, should remain idle himself, and as it were out of
oflice; or that the affairs of the world, for want of apparent
solidity and permanency, should be wholly and entirely in the
power and disposal of human wisdom, and foresight. Be it as it
may, General Coote, who commanded in chief all the troops in

17
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the Company’s service in India, and had under his care all the
affairs of _war, as his particular province, consented to repair
to Mendradj. Urged by a thorough sense of the critical situation
of affairs both in Mendradj and in Decan, he embarked, in the
middle of the blessed month of Ramazan, of the year 1194, on
board of a ship(89), and repaired to that fortress. As to myself,
perceiving that the Governor could not pay any attention to
my affairs, and that I had no chance for any assistance at
Calcutta, I returned to Moorshood-abad, being very uneasy on
account of a threatened invasion from the Marhattas of Cateclr,
and on account of my having left my children and family like
so many forlorn souls, in a city that had no Governor and no
Ruler, that might partake of the distresses of families, and
watch over their safety. For both the Nazem(9o), and his
Lieutenant were perfectly free from such cares ; nv could much
be expected from the English themselves, who -nad in most
places bestowed the offices of Rulers and Lieutenants on some
principal Indians, who trusting to their interest with their
masters, paid little attention to the situation of the people of
this land. I arrived at Moorshood-abad the seventeenth of
Shawal, and remained there till the 25th Zilhidj, of that same
year; and all the while I was hearing accounts that differed
from each other. Nevertheless whatever was most confirmed,
has been inserted in these sheets ; and it amounts to this much:
that General Monro having, as has been already said, retired in
that shameful manner within the fortress of Mendradj, had
become a standing stock for the shafts of reproach from every
one of his countrymen, as well as from the enemy. Butas
Haider-naic’s troops had taken possession of everything without
the walls, and even of the city itself, as far as the precincts of
the fortress, the English shut up within the place, resolved to
fall by surprise upon those bodies of the enemy that were en-
camped close to their _walls, in hopes of. making an impression
upon them. For this purpose there came out of the fortress at

'_~!!' ~ _

(39) If Ill 5¢PWll59\‘. 8 time exceedingly unfit lad dangerous for goingolit
of the Ganges, and still more so for navigating to Mndrest by unless it
be n circuitous navigation of two or three months; and yet the General II so
miraculously lucky, as to fetch Madnst in e fortnight. ’ V

_Mublree-ed-dowluh, and Mahmud-rem-qhan, his Nlib or Deputy.



MUTAQHERIN. 13:

day-break, nay before day-break, two battalions, of Grandils
(Grenadiers), which word signifies in their language, picked
men, tall and stout, and of tried bravery. But as Haider-naic
is fully acquainted with the particular turn of genius of the
English in war matters, and is indefatigable, and always thorough-
ly informed of the motions of his enemies, he never suffers his
people to be supine, or off their guard, or negligent in their
duty. His troops therefore proved to be ready for the enemy's
reception. A furious combat commenced ; and troopsbeing con-
tinually sent to the assistance of those engaged, the two bat-
talions in question were surrounded, and finding no way open
for a retreat, they continued fighting heroically, until they all
rushed into eternity, leaving to Haider-naic's troops a full pos-
session of the victory. It was after this disgrace that the news
of General Coote’s coming became public. General Monro
seemed struck with the intelligence; and fearing for both his
life and character, should that Commander land unexpectedly at
Mendradj, he resolved to exert himself in recovering his honor.
With this view, he came out with all the troops he could muster,
leaving only such a small number as might guard the gates,
and the Company’: magazines. He had with him a great train
of cannon and mortars, with every necessary for some important
expedition. On the other side, Haider-naicf,_s_,_son, with an army
of disciplined troops, and a good train of artillery, advanced to
meet the enemy, and a mighty battle ensued. But again destiny
would have it so, that Haider-naic's son gained a complete
victory; and General Monro being vanquished again and defeat-
ed, was forced to retreat within the fortress with the shattered
remains of his army, where probably, he is safe from an attack.
For it is reported that Hfiider-naic does not care to fight against
walls and fortresses, and has been heard more than _once to
say,-that it would be a. folly to expose the lives of so many brave
men for the sake of acquiring the possession of three or four
thousand yards of ground; and that, provided God Almighty
would give him the open country, and victory against the English,
he did not care to dispute walls and brick-bats with them.
This inuch is certain, that he must have known how little they
couldhold in a place destitute of every thing. He knew that
as the fortress of Mendradj is seated by the sea-side, it has no
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sweet water at all; and although provisions of it are daily
imported from abroad, it was impossible that they should answer
the necessities of twenty or thirty thousand persons of all pro-
fessions and sexes, ‘which were shut up within its walls, and that
too for a space of three or four months. Add to this that
Mendradj is not really a fortress(gr); it is only a wall drawn
round the habitations of an infinity of merchants and other
numerous people residing there. These men daily import their
own water from without the walls, where there is a city apart.
But even supposing that in times of full peace, they should have
formed an aqueduct or a rill that should carry a supply of water
up to their habitations, still such a contrivance would prove of
little avail, as an approach to that rill is now opposed and full of
danger. Now as it is certain that they can no more import
provisions than their water, it becomes altogether incomprehensi-
ble, how that multitude can have subsisted all this while without
suffering every extremity(92). It is a pity that the English do
not mention such matters, and the like details publicly. They
never talk of them to such people as we ; and I cannot get any sure
intelligence from any one else. But for that reservedness of
theirs, we should have set down all those events with a full detail.

It has been already related that the Governor, from the
_very first arrival of General Clavering and his party, had found
it out of his power to come to an understanding with them. For
although now and then both sides listened to the persuasion of
common friends, who forcibly pointed out the inconveniencies of
dissension, and the advantages of concert, so as to seem inclined
to unite together ; yet such was the difference of tempers, and such
the diversity of interests, that no union and no concert could take
place. Even of late, that is some time after the duel had happen-
ed, some appearance of peace, and even some union, had been per-
ceived between the Governor and Mr. Francis,on the mediation of
General Coote and Mr. Doocreel ; but after the General’s

(gr) This is a mistake. Madrast, although very inferior to Bombay, and still
more so to Caleutts, is nevertheless s fortress betwixt the and third order.

(gs) They subsisted, however, by the endless Squldrolis perpetually forwarded
from Bengal--Squadrons that can-led live stock. as well as grain, Ind salt provi-
sions—the Governor, whogave himself no rest on that head, having exerted himself in
supporting Mndrsst and its territory, which he considered as the outwork of Ben gel
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departure for Mendradj, matters took to their former course.
For Mr. Francis wished that some arrangements might take
place, to not one of which the Governor would listen. The first
was, the sendingiback Mr. Brishtoo to his office of Lucknow,
with his former appointment and authority, for both which,
repeated orders had come from Europe. The second, that the
Divanship of the Calcutta department should be given to Ram-
chund-ray, instead of Ganga-govind, who now holds it. The third
was, that Nand-comar's son should be put at the head of the
Qhalissah or Revenue-office. There were some other demands,
to none of which the Governor would consent. He had of late
met with several new subjects of discontent; insomuch that his
enmity had risen to a height.

But whilst there was so much dissension and enmity at home,
great misfortunesv had befallen the English arms abroad. Two
or three veteran armies, -with a number of renowned Commanders,
had been destroyed; and an immense sum of money having been
spent in those expeditions, the Company’s treasury was become
so empty, that Government had been obliged to have recourse
to a loan, which was obtained from the Bengalies ; and all that,
at the very time that the Supreme Council were forbidden from
making any new conquests. It was from such events, and from
such formal disobediences of orders, that Mr. Francis who brought
them into one point of view, thought he couldprove a great body of
misdemeanours and mismanagement in the Governor's conduct.
He now re-digested the whole into a methodical writing, which he
got bound like a book; and after having obtained its being
registered, he thought himself strong enough with such a piece,
and he departed this country at the end of Zilcaad, of the year
1:94 of the l-ledjrah. He was attended by a number of gentlemen,
all dissatisfied with the Governor, who all repaired to London,
which is the Capital of the dominions of the Kings of England.
By this departure he freed the Governor from a troublesome
antagonist. For hitherto the latter had been at some trouble in
managing the Government in an absolute manner, although he
tool: all the risks upon himself; but now that the whole Council
is reduced to his own person, and to that of Mr. Wheeler’s, he is
become sole master of binding and unbinding, of appointing, and
dismissing in every department, without either controul or dispute.

A. D. I781
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Time only can show in what manner shall end these dissensions,
as well as these troubles which are inst commencing; and time
alone shall determine what completion his schemes are likely
to have. Then shall we know something of what is to become
of the poor injured people of this land, who now have no
other friend and no other comforter but God Almighty. As to
myself, having set out from Moorshood-abad the 26th Zilhidj ; and
in that same year having stopped some time at Radjemahal for
some particular business, and especially for performing the rites
of the ten days of Moharrem ; on the ninth of that same montli,
I heard from 1. person of consequence and credit, that General
Coote, having joined the troops he had brought with him,to
those he found at Mendradj, had set out from that fortress with
a great train of artillery; and having given battle to the troops
of Haider-naic, he had been beaten as had already been General
Monro, and forced to retire within the walls, without which
Haider-naic is now master of every thing, throughout the province
of Arcat, and up to the walls of Mendradj.

Nor did the affairs of the English wear a more favourable
aspect in Hindostan, where the troops, which had been carried by
Captain Palmer to the assistance of the Ranna of Gohud, having
lodged themselves for their own conveniency in_ the fortress of
that name, turned their thoughts towards recovering some other
strongholds, and places which had been in the possession of
the Rana's(g3) ancestors. That Commander put to the Radja
a number of questions about every spot and every place in that
region. The Ranna answered: "That one of the principal
“ possessions of his ancestors, was the fortress of Goaliar, a
“ place renowned for strength all over Hindustan, and which the
" Emperors of the family of Babr(g4) had seized by force, having
"maintained their conquest by a~ superiority of power. i-That
“ from that time it had belonged to them, being called by

(93) The word Ranna signifies more than Radja or King, although it comes
from the same root. It is an appellative, by which the Radja of Gohud dealgae
himself, as does the Radja of Chitor, his neighbour. ' i -

(94) The reader knows um although the reigning Mullah! I-llndestaa, de-
scend; in a direct line from Timur, or Timur-lang, the conquest: of that country,
yet it b better known under the name a Babs, great-grandson of that conqueror,
as it is he who first thought of leaving his dominions in Bnsbeg-tartary (elk!
Tootln) to mu. in the less dificult regions of Hladostan. ' -
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“ excellence the Imperial fortress. That in process of time as
“the Empire came to lose of its power, and the Marhattas to
“increase theirs, it happened that the Governor and Garrison
" finding themselves neglected by the Ministers and Grandees
“ ofthe Court, as well as reduced very low for want of pay and
" necessaries, thought it high time to listen to the offers of the
“ Marhattas, to whom they consented to surrender the fortress on
“condition of being paid the whole of their arrears; and thus
“ having received the money in exchange for the fortress, they
" had surrendered it to a body of Marhatta troops. That from
" that day it had remained in their possession ; a transaction
" which was fresh in every one’s mind, as it had happened in
“ the time of Ahmed-shah, son to the Emperor Mahmed-shah,
“ of the Babr family." This was the information given by
the Rana. Now as that place is only at about thirteen cosses
from Gohud, and, it had been constantly an eye-sore to the
Gentoo Prince, he was thoroughly informed of every corner of it,
and of every manner of approaching it, as well as completely
apprised of a particular path, hidden by the rock, and quite ,out
of sight, where the rampart was lower than any elsewhere. Of
all" this he gave information to the English, and added a number
of men who had a local knowledge of every part within and
without the walls. The English Commander formed his project
upon those lights; and having with great secrecy prepared a
number of ladders proportionate to the height of the wall, and
meanwhile spread a report of an attack being intended against
another fort, he set out from Gohud, the place of his residence,
stopped at about five or six cosses distance ; and from thence at
the beginning of the night, he posted his army, and with a
proper number of light troops which he furnished with ladders,
he marched forwards. At the end of the night, being arrived at
the spot he intended, he placed his ladders, and availing himself
of the neglect and supineness of the garrison," he got upon the
wall, and commenced firing at the garrison, which was thrown
into the greatest consternation. For one or two thousand of
such troops, being once got within the fortress, were by all means
'an"d've'rinatch for any ten thousand_of such slothful fellows as
composed the garrison. They say that the Marhatta Governor,
either out of despair and shame, or for fear of being called to
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an account, killed himself; and there is also another report,
that this surprise had been concerted with the ancient Imperial
Commander-, who dissatisfied with his not being paid his
arrears, had only dissembled his resentment, and had remained
within the fortress, until he could find some opportunity of
introducing an enemy. It was in this manner that so famous a
fortress fell in a‘ twinkle, in the hands of the English, who
took care to put a garrison in it(95). I was in Calcutta,
when news came of the capture of Goaliar; and I heard with
my own ears the discharges of cannon, by which that happy
event was announced to the public. It was there I learned also
that Maha-dji-sindia, one of the principal feudatory rulers
of the Marhatta Empire, who has the absolute government
of the provinces of Malva and Oodjéin, as well as of the castle
of Goaliar, hearing of General Godard’s being gone to Surat,

(95) That Prince, like all the Zemindars of India, whether greater or lesser, had
connections with a tribe of highway men, who having discovered a hidden path by
which they climbed every night up the roclr, and from thence up the wall, were
let in by some of their associates settled within the fortress. And it was over that
same path that the English, with such guides at their head, found means to scramble
over the rock and to surprise the place. And it is observable that the impregna-
ble Goliar has always been taken through treachery, or by surprise. The fortress
of Goaliar is seated on a rock, of seven or eight miles in extent, in which there are
woods arable, pasture, lakes and ponds, and everything requisite to furnish, for
years togeth_e_r, to the necessities of a garrison. All this is surrounded by a wall and
towers thirty feet high, that leave betwixt the foot of the fortification and the brink
of the rock, aberme of about ten or twenty feet in breadth, surrounded by a
parapet, over which the plain below is looked at the frightful depth of two or three
hundred feet. The rock, which stands single and insulated, raises abruptly from
the plain, and is everywhere cliffy, and were not naturally so, is cut perpendicular
with the chisel. Nor is there any way of approaching unseen, that strange forti-
fication, but by a path hidden by the rock, which by a very diflicult and very
laborious ascent rises obliquely, until it lands you at the foot of a berme of thirty
feet perpendicular; and it is over that berme that the wall itself rises at ten feet
distance. The whole is built of an excellent kind of pink stone, and with the
magnificent Palaces, and buildings within, it cuts a most superb appearance. Such
ltinds of fortresses, after all, are not uncommon in India; there may be seventy or
eighty of them. Rhotas in Bengal, Assir and Dowlet-absdin Decan, Gondavir and
Condspilly in the neighbourhood of Masulipatam, Gandicotte, and Gingi in the
Carnateck, are all of the same kind. However it must be here, that this
very dificult and very dangerous piece of service, was performed by Csptsln
Pophsm, an ofloer who acquired a great character in those wars, and not by Captain
Palmer, who although a man of vmerit himself, happened to be than upon adifierent
command. . _ i ' T
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to take his winter quarters there, had set out in the height of
the rains in the year 1 r94, and had passed that difficult season
in that country, witliout it being known whether he intended in
the sequel to fight General Godard, who was to besiege the
fortress of Bessi (Bassein), or whether he would turn his
thoughts towards recovering Goaliar, from the hands of the
English; or rather would think it better to make a diversion
against lthem, by invading the provinces of Atava and Corrah
and Ilah-abad. Some others, however, conjectured that he
would turn his arms against the English troops about Gohud, and
especially against that body commanded by Colonel Camac, who
having taken his route through the mountains in the height of
the rainy season, had invaded the provinces of Malva and
Oodgéin, and made great progresses. Notwithstanding all these,
the English came to be tired of this warfare, both on account of
the immensity of the charges, and of the difficulty of subsisting
armies in such countries, where a dearth and a scarcity of
provisions is always to be expected; for the Marhattas seldom
fight, but only endeavour to cut off an enemy from the necessa-
Ties of life, especially from grain and forage, burning and
destroying every village and every heap of grain, whether it be
their own or of the enemy's country, so as to surround him with
a desert, to all intents and purposes. The English, moreover,
were disgusted with this war, as there appeared at this very time
signs of defection in the Radja of Gohud, and this Gentoo
Prince seemed tired of his new allies. This discovery made
them take their resolution suddenly; and leaving that Prince
to himself, they abandoned the fortresses of Goaliar and Gohud,
and expressed a disposition of coming to an accommodation
with the Marhattas ; nor was Scindia himself averse to such a
measure. Reckoning such an event to be a favour of Providence,
which came unexpectedly, he slackened the preparations for
war, and abstained from committing hostilities: a conduct which
was imitated by the English Commanders themselves, who
returned towards Corrah and Canpore, and encamped within
the frontiers of the province of Ilah-abad, on the hopes of a treaty
of peace and amity, which is wished for by both parties. They
abstained therefore from hostilities on their side ; but peace
is not concluded yet, and we must see how matters shall end.

' _ 18
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Meanwhile this suspension was the cause of the Rana’s ruin.

Scindia incensed against him, for his having availed himself of the
assistance of the English to snatch out of his hands the fortress of
Goaliar, and for his having projected to recover all the countries
they detained from him, undertook to ruin and demolish him totally;
insomuch that at the time these lines were writing, he had so much
reduced the Rana, as to have recovered every spot and every
ortress out of his hands, save those of Gohud and Goaliar, which
his troops were actually blockading; so that the Prince was re-
duced to extremities. We must see how matters are likelyto end.
Scindia possibly had then anotherproject in his head. He had now
in his camp a Prince who, having given some trouble to the Gov-
ernor, had been entirely driven out of his hereditary dominions by
the English. This was Radja Chéyt-sing, Zemindar of Banaress,
who hoped by the Marhatta’s protection and (support, to be one
day reinstated in his dominions. We shall also see what is likely
to be theiresult of all his endeavours ; and as to General Godard,
nothing is heard of him, but news that clash with each other. If,
in process of time, some congruent intelligence should come to
hand, I hope, if I live, to write a full account of his expedition,
as well as of that of General Coote’s. As to the latter, it is cer-
tain that after his departure for Mendradj, the Governor proved
eozealous in his cause, that he resolved to send to his assistance
another well appointed army by land, through Catec, and ]ager-
naut and Gandjam and Sicacol. This army was put under the
command of Colonel Pearse, Governor of the Citadel of Calcutta,
a Commander, renowned, and a great Mathematician. He was
satisfied that the Marhattas of Catec would not form any opposi-
tion to such a passage, as there subsisted a peace of long stand-
ing between that Power and Bengal, which had been renewed of
late; and moreover their ambassador aflirrned that their master
had nothing but friendly intentions for the English. This much
is certain, that the rainy season being on the point of setting in,
and the troops who were all picked men, which the Governor
had assembled from various parts, showing. an eagerness for
their departure, he gave his last orders on subject(g6). For

(gfi) The Marhattas of Ceteahed tergiversed for eornetime in grentlngeper
lI¢e_ K9 11100610090 ; so that the Govc-nor, who joins In his person courage of mind
'°"""P| W880» ntth orders-Mizhatueellzoned $1.“. on to ‘om 'm'iM'j°w”y"h“h'u”
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further precaution, a gentleman fromi amongst the English
advanced forward with the sum of three lacs of rupees, and a
variety of rich presents, as curious and costly jewels and precious
stuffs. He had taken with him from Calcutta the Ambassador
of Chimnadji, nephew to Ragodji-bhossla, Prince of the Oressa,
which Chimnadji was now Commander-in-Chief of the Marhatta
forces actually in Catek ; and he set out for Naigpoor with him.
He had letters from the Governor, requesting that out of regard
to the amity subsisting between the two Powers no opposition
should be made to their passage. Chimnadji having in appear-
ance shewn a friendly disposition, took the presents, but left the
finishing of the negotiation to his father's pleasure, who resided
at the Great-Naigpoor, his Capital. They say that the Ambassador
went thither, exposed his errand, but received for answer, “ That it
“ appeared from the usage offered to the Sovereigns of Bengal, and
“ of late, to the siiccessors of Shudjah-ed-dbwlah, (usage became
" notorious) that there was no trust to be reposed in the treaties
" and promises of the English ; and he added, that the Court of
“ Naigpoorwas, in matters of war and peace, bound by thepleasure
-“ of the Ministry of Poonah ; and that whatever party those should
-“ take, would prove a rule by which the Court of Naigpoor would
“ be bound to abide. That as to affording passage to their people
“ through the Oressa, the matter did not depend upon us, added
“ he, but upon the Court of Poonah, who have ordered us to
“ oppose such a passage, and moreover, to put every thing to fire
“ and sword in the provinces of Bengal and Bahar; which in-
“ structions we have not yet complied with, on account of the
“ several pretences setup by ourselves, for instance, of the treaties
" subsisting of old between the Court of Naigpoor and the rulers
“ of Bengal. Let then the English remain satisfied that we have
" not yet put these i orders in execution." Such an answer had
nothing very encouraging ; but the Governor, who had his views,
and is not a man to be intimidated, took care to send word,
" That as the Princes of Naigpoor had treaties of old standing
“ with the rulers of Bengal, he did not see what could prevent
" their joining the English in the present case, after receiving,
“ as an earnest, the present sum of three lacs, nor what could
“ hinder their joining the English troops going to the south,
“ with a bodyof -their own cavalry, who should receive their pay
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" regularly every month; the more so, as this sum of three lacs
"would be over and above the pension due of old, on account of
“ the Ch68t.“ This representation had its effect on Chimnadji,
who with his father’s consent, accepted the proposal, and
answered that the case standing as stated, they had no objec-
tions, provided the English should discharge fully the sum of one
hundred and sixty lacs of arrears due on that Ch68t, together
with the interest due thereon, and should henceforward pay the
future Ch68t regularly every month; after which they would find
the Marhattas of Naigp8r disposed to join their cause. The
Governor finding that such expressions and such a tone of voice
savoured much of an inimical disposition, declined the tender,
and suspended the departure of Colonel‘ Pearce ; and the
English troops, as before, continued to watch every passage and
every inlet that would afiord the enemy an entrance into Bengal
and Bahar; whilst Chimnadji’s troops are spread all over the
Oressa, upon their own frontiers, each party seemingly in am-
buscade against the other, and waiting only for an opportunity
to fall upon him. We may possibly see what seeds of peace
and amity the Supreme Disposer of events may have concealed
under such appearances of opposition, and hostility, and at what
time it shall be His pleasure to bring forth the fruits of union and
concord. It has been since said, that the Court of Naigpoor hav-
ing tgrned these negotiations to its advantages, had been paid
the full arrears of the Ch68t, over and above the valuable pre-
sents which they had already received; and that their very
Agents and Vekeels at Calcutta had been honoured with pre-
sents and enriched with estates(97). It must be observed,

(97) The Governor, not content with paying down some money to the Court
of Naigpoor, on account of the two Corors and-a-half which were claimed upon the
Ch68t or pension due by Bengal to Oressa, (and this pension isjof twelve lace a
Iyear) and with assistingthe Marhatta Vekeel _or'agent in obtaining a loan of sixteen
lacs more in Calcutta, that is, with becoming answerable forthe payment, (which
‘in fact Wu never made by the Marhattas) ; the Governor not satisfied with all that
threw anotherbait in the Marhattas way. Ho tool: into his pay a body of two thousand
of their Cavalry, who were to escort Colonel Pearce through the Oressa, This Inst
article riveted the Marhatta Prince’: inclination; all, that Cavalry be-
haved in an orderly manner, and proved of some use to the Colonel’e detachment,
were it but by not molesting his-baggage and his convoys. As to the Vekeel or
‘Ami-aneeedor from Naigpoor, the Governor took with him the very earne method,
taken every dnyet Moorshood-abad and elsewhere by suitors; these bribe the
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however, that the Court of Naigpoor bore a cordial enmity to the
Ministers of Poonah, and to the Rulers of Decan, on account of
pretensions of old stapding(98) ; and the Governor having availed
himself of those discontents, Chimnadji had thought proper to
return to his father, and to leave Colonel Pearce at full liberty
to march at the head of a veteran army through the whole
Oressa, from whence he continued his journey thro’ Gandjam
and Sicacol, and Mendradj, where he effected a junction with
General Coote. After which both those Generals gave several
battles to Haider-naic, but reaped no_othe_r advantage from
them than that of clearing the environs of that fortress; for
Haider-naic has remained undoubtedly the master of the whole
province of Arcat. We have learned since, that Colonel Pearce
having got on board of a ship, was arrived at Calcutta, from
whence he had tak_en with him the great sums which the Governor
had obtained as a loan from the principal men of his nation,
and from the Bengalees. But he had hardly reached Mendradj,
when General Coote himself returned to Calcutta, on account
of sickness, leaving however the Colonel and the army in that
fortress, where it is universally reported that the dearness and
scarcity of grain, nay, of every necessary of life, has risen to
such a. heighth, as to be past suffering. But such is the strength
and firmness of mind, which the English are possessed of, and
such the wise dispositions made by the Governor in sending
endlessly supplies of provisions, that the garrison has kept a
'firm footing, notwithstanding the distress felt within ; nor has
the» fortress of Mendradj been conquered in these three years’
time. God only knows what is to happen after this; but as our
accounts do not reach farther, we intend to continue these.
sheets, whenever we shall have assembled materials. .

very Attorney employed by their adversary. This ambassador was Beniram-
pandet. TheGovernor enriched him, won him to his side, and madehim instrumental
in winning his master's heart.
- (98) These pretensions of old standing were as follows: Madadji-bhoesla, the
feudatory Prinee of the Oressa, being of the elder branch of the Radjpoot or Military
family, which reigned at Satara, could not see without a sore eye that Baladji-rio,
the founder of the Saeerdotal or Brahrnanieal family, which resided at Poonah, at
two days journey to it, should govern everything throughout the whole Empire,
under the modest title or Nenaof maternal uncle, and of Pislue, er preeureoir
and agent. - _ '
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Meanwhile we shall compliment our reader with some ac-

count of Mubarec-ed-dowlah, and of the _English Government
and policy in Bengal. This prince is the fourth son'of Mir-
djaafer.'qhan, and is now aged about twenty-two years. He is
a very civil young man, always speaking in a kind, friendly
manner to any that approaches him. He seems particularly dis-
posed to shew a regard to such persons, whether men or women,
as descend from illustrious families, and is always ready to
oblige them by word or by action, or at least to compassionate
their case. Naturally tender-hearted, he listens with patience
to those that are unfortunate or oppressed, and he is always
disposed to relieve them. But his time is not well distributed ;
and he is always dissolved in all kinds of efieminating delices,
and always immersed in the pleasures of the table, or in the
company of dance-women ; this is, his whole care, being perfect-
ly indifferent to everything else, either in this world or in the
other; his apathy being such, that no man is the gladder for
his friendship, nor the uneasier or worse for his aversion. The
very least of his slave-boys, or of those of his father’s, will
make no difiiculty to say or do in his presence, whatever comes
uppermost_in his mind; nor do they pay any regard to the rules
of serving modestly, or to those of a respectful behaviour. His
very liberality is of a kin to the thoughtlessness of his character ;
there~being nothing more common than to see him give away,
where it is improper to give anything at all, and to refuse
obstinately, where it is proper to give. And here is an instance
of this: The people of India have a singular custom in the rainy
season. They make boats of paper or straw, which being support-
edon bodies of plantain trees, and filled with lampions and lan-
thorns, are let loose upon the stream, where they make a pretty
effect in a still night. After this they boil wheat with a quantity
of milk and sugar, and make a composition which ‘they give
away to the water-bearers, that they may pronounce a prayer
over this fare, which they deem an offering to Qhadja-qhydyr or
(the Lord-green)' (99) upon whom bepeacel -Tfhis offeringwhich
if (99) Whd the English meet uneeeountsbly allie lilenteis (endthis
is but en herbire grass in Europe)is nothlngeleebut tialfese orflan Peredisieae
efthelleoht TheaetivIeellitl’eUe'ndlt'ell- ThlII§.0li9lI9sl)eIlefeol0ur-
ed paper, supported by s sllglitbssthoofrsme, just enough toshewthe appear-
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is of Hindoo origin, was heretofore introduced by that idiot of
Seradj-ed-dowlah, an ignorant Prince, who knew nothing of
either religion or rite, and who in the pride of youth and wealth,
celebratedthat festival with a deal of magnificence and ostenta-
tion. He assembled a great number of boats, some of them big
enough to carry a hundred men, and having filled them with Ian
infinity of lampions, and with gardens ‘and parterres of all sorts

aneeof a boat ; and this is supported by the body of some Krld tree, which
although so soft and juicy, as to be cut through with a small knife or even with
the nail, has the faculty of floating. The providing at least one such boat, and
the launching the same, is deemed so obligatory on all the Bengalees, especially
the Mahometans, that the very women, those beings immured the whole yearround,
are no more to be kept under controul, at that festival. They sally forth in droves,
preceded by their boats and by drums and hautboys, and carry their boats to the
water side, where they are filled with lampions and a variety of coloured fires.
There they launch them, leaving.on the shore some sliced ginger, some raw rice,
and some field fruits; and having cried two or three times Qhadja Qhydyr (Lord
verdant or green), the piece of devotion is performed, and they retire to their
homes. This festival happens about the middle of September; and this is the
way of celebrating the same amongst the Mnhometans (of Bengal), who cannot give
any account of either the origin or intent of such an institution. The Gentoos
of Bengal celebrate it likewise, but it is by a rigorous fast of three days, where
the most delicate take only some fruit and water. At the end of that fast they
come in crowds to the river side, bathe devoutly, shift their clothes, and leave on
the shore some sliced ginger, &.c., &c., being the fresh productions of the land
after the inundation of August, an inundation which would destroy the rice
(although the latter cannot grow but in water), were it to last more than a few
days. This in the Gentoos seems to be a religious ceremony, to thank the Author
of all plenty, for the fruitfuluess of the earth, for the critical disappearance of the
waters, and for the subsequent crop of rice, which they had left free, but which
however is mostly reaped in boats. It is observable that neither Gentoos nor
Mussulmen can give an account of this festival: but whoever reflects that it looks
exactly like the festival of lsuthorns in China (festival, of which the Chinese can
give no rational aecouutneither); whoever remembers that this festival, which the
author attributes to Seradj-ed-dowlah (who only adopted it) is very ancient in Ben-
gal (and only in Bengal, exclusively of all India) and recollect: also that inoculation
and silk-worms, which areso common allover China, are to be seen only in Bengal
(and nowhere all over India), a country once conquered by the Chinese about a
thousand years ago, who knew it under the name of Mandji, a name by which all
boatmen are known to this day all over Bengal ; whoever perpends all those
scattered branches of knowledge, will not be st a loss to guess whence came the
three institutions of inoculation, silk-worms, and the lsnthorn. Add to this a fourth :
the Chinese have also left in Bengal their very method of constructing boats. For
whereas the Europeans with all indie, set first the keel and timbers, and then cover
the whole with the skin, that ls, with the hoards; the Bligaled, first d all, make
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of transparent fires, he let them loose on the river, w_hilst_ the
the shores were, as well as the water, illuminated by an infinity
of fires of various colours : a sight at which he seemed exceedingly
delighted. Such a whim did not fail to be continued by his
successors, who took care to look upon it as an yearly institution,
and a law inviolable and sacred. And, of course, Mubarrec-ed-
déwlah himself could not fail to adopt so wise, so useful an
institution, although he is not possessed of the thousandth part of
Seradj-ed-d6wla.h’s wealth; and his servants and ofiicers, as well
as men of the highest rank, suffer and go to wreck for want of
their salaries, and sometimes for want of the very necessaries
of life. Nevertheless, money, and plenty too, is found and
squandered away for such idle, senseless expenses ; and so
addicted is he to that childish shew, that he oversees it himself,
and makes nothing of spending upon it ten or fifteen thousand
rupees a year. In this, as in every other matter, his ignorance
and neglect are so notoriously known, that one-half of that sum
is embezzled by the infidelity of his people, and only the other
half spent in that and the like childish pastimes; and although
religion invites to other expenses, andievery one of his depend-
ants sufier real distresses for want of being paid their salaries,
yet he sets apart another sum of five or six thousand rupees
for performing the rites of the Divaaly(ioo), which is a festival
of Gentoo institution ; the principal rite of which is this,
that people send to each other for their children, a number of
simulachres, made of clay or sugar, or of a composition of sugar
and meal, which is cast in imitation of men and beasts, so as to
represent a variety of actions and postures. They are to be
found ready made in the shops. As for the H8li(1ox) "itself, it
is again a festival of Hindoo institution,‘ but held so sacred

up __the frame and figure of the boat with boards and finish it totally, and then
only put in the ribs, beams, &c., 8:0. .

Qhadja qhydyr, (or the Lord Verdant) is the name under which the Prophet
Eliah, deemed alive by the Mahometans, is known all ever the East.

(loo) The Divalee, in which allkinds of games, suehes hazard, am, 8rc., &e.,
are permitted, seems to be n wise institution. The unable to restrain
altogether the propensity to gambling, has shut it up, within those three days of
the Dlvalee. ' _

(I01) The H81! has been described more than once. Loobettlunotn 69,
and s:7,4q’ tlufint Volume.
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amongst our delicate Grandees, and so very obligatory, that they
never fail to spend a deal of money in dancers, and such kind
of spectacles, and iespecially, in making presents to low people,
who, at such a particular time, are in possession of acknowledging
those favours by the liberty of giving to the donors, as well as
to each other, a great deal of abusive and shameful language, and
that too, not in obscure terms, but in‘ the broadest and coarsest
language, and by naming every thing by its proper term, without
any regard to rank, station, or dccency(io2). In one of these
H8lies I happened to be at Moorshoodsabad, wlic-n l\Tlll)3l\CC-€(l-
dowlah was circumcisiiig his children : a ceremony iii which he
spent thirty-seven thousand rupees in clothes and presents to

. . . . . _hhis slave-girls, to his favourite women, to his principal euiiuc s,
and to those of his mother, -Babboo-begum; and all this, whilst
the screams and complaints of his creditors were reiiding the
air. it was remarked that amongst all those he so compliment-

. . . . . » _ d_ed, he had been sedulous in distinguishing one Saader men
qhan, Overseer of the household of that Princess. He received
a rich paleky, an aigrctte, and 'a serpitch or circlct, all of ;ewel-
work, with a rich jewel called calghy, a chaplet of pearls, and
several other articles, to the great wonder of every one, who could
not understand what business an eunuch could possibly have in
such feasts as these about a circumcision; nor what such mighty
service_s(io3) he could have performed, that should intitlc him

(ioa) Should we observe that in the H8li people disguise themselves, throw
d st at each other, and that the politest people syringe’ coloured waters at eachu
other's faces and clothes; that servabts are then allowed to do or say what they
pf-ease - and that nothing is more common than to see thcin, and especially theI

chair-men carry upon their shoultierstin burlesque pomp, and much laughable
. e s I. _ - d dceremony, an old man with all the insignia of grandeur and soxereignty, ren ere

'd' ulous and extravagant ; we should be apt to think that this festival has passedri ic
from the Indians to the Persians and Lydians, (which two nations appear to have
had but one language and one religion,) and from the latter to the Tuscans, and
at last to the Romans, whose Salurnnlia need no description.

(:03) Had the authorbeen more prying andinquisitive, or possibly less impress-
ed with an idea of the gravity of his'history, he would have easily learned what mighty
services stout eunuchs can render to iinmured Ladies ; although indeed it was impro~
rto ublish them to the world by conferring so much extra distinction on the per-P° P

formers. It is certain that Indian euniiehs, alvhough totally and completely so, con
trive to aflord a variety of consolation: to sequqfrated Ladies; and as certain that
Indian Ladies come in time to acquire such a relish for such kinds of lntiinacies,

ha ethat they conceive a disrelish to all_otlier modes. This is so far true, that we v
" I 9 -
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to such high favours, and to so much distinction. But this is
not the only thoughtless expense of Mubarec-ed-dbwlah. There
are many more, and more indeed than can be numbered, should
we take into the account the high salaries paid to a number
of singers and dancers, to whose abilities as much respect and
regard is shewn to-day, as was ever paid in times of yore to
men of learning and of worth, by the former Sovereigns and
Emperors of Hindostan. But no wonderin that, since Mubarec-
ed-dowlah himself is become one of them, at least, he is a scholar
to some of those dancers and singers(ro4). justly at that time
there arrived at Moorshood-abad one of those dancers and
story-tellers. He was son of one Sheriff-qhan, a famous story-
teller and dancer, who had been superintendent of the people
of that profession, in the service of Ali-dja-mir-cassern-qhan;
such was the pedigree of that mighty personage. Immediately
a house was provided for him, as if he had been some man of
importance; a high salary was assigned for his expenses, and a
rich Persian sabre(ro5), which doubtless had cost no less than
a large sum of money, was presented to him, together with a
couple of shawls fit for a Prince, without reckoning some other
rich presents ; and he was held in as much honour and estimation,

seen Bhag-Bhai, the famous mistress of Nevazish-mahmed-qhan, continue to live
thirty years together with one eunuch, with whom she had contracted an intimacy
during her lord's life-time. And there are to this day at Lucknow two pretty sisters-
who have agreed to share amongst themselves the person of a young eunuch, on
whom they had cast their eyes, whilst they were yet in Shudjah—ed-dowlah's Seraglio.‘
Some young women, who saw them at a wedding, having rallied the sisters on the
oddity of their tastes, and even cracked a luscious double entender on their connec-
tion, were at once silenced by a forinidable answer, equally ingenious and free,
which made a great efiect on the company, but which English paper would not bear.

(_l04) Dancing and singing is an accomplishment all over Persia and Turkey
amogst i.adies, and in Turkey, performing upon some instrument. A woman who
should have no skill in at least one of them, would be deemed iii educated and
clownish. In lndia both dancing and singing are 'intirely confined to professional
women, which although not always prostitutes, are however reputed such, being
equally celled to perform-in companies of men, as well as in those of women. This
is the case,'both in India and Persia, with regard to women-dancers ; but in Turkey
they have the misfortune to admit amongst men none ‘but dancing-boys. it must
be observed here that, although singing and performing antfdencing are reputed-
accomplishments both in Persia and Turkey, it is only for women; for amongst
men, dancing would be deemed an infamy ;. and it is the same in India.

(105) There are plain Persian blades that will fetch 500 Rupees.
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as any of the nobility, and indeed in a great deal more, being
eiiceedingly caressed and courted.

So much badgexample has had no influence on his mother,
Babboo-begum; and that Princess, although originally a dancer
herself, and of a dancing family, is by no means intoxicated
with the fumes of elevation and wealth. On the contrary, it is
remarkable that she never speaks to women of distinction, but
with modesty and deference; and that sensible of the advantages,
whichinobility and high‘ descent are possessed of above the other
ranks in life, she makes it a point to shew to persons of that
description every mark of‘ distinction and honour in her power.
If to those valuable qualifications be added the high regard, and
tender gratitude, she constantly pays to those of her own family,
and the attention she constantly shews to all her relations what-
ever, and even to any person she remembers to have once known,
to all whom she is exceedingly complaisant and generous ; the
whole of such a character will form a vcry amiable person.

Much may be said likewise, in praise of Menny-begum,
step~mother to the young Navvab. it is observable, that although
she was once a dependant of Babboo-begum, and a slave-girl
to that Princess's mother, who introduced her to Mir-djafi'er-
qhan’s bed, yet she enjoys a pre-eminence, and a priority in
that office, over that Princess herself, who was known to that
General but afterwards. She is a woman of much sense and
spirit, but_haughty and over-bearing; although at the same
time, she proves so steady and stifl‘, in supporting and protect-
ing her officers and friends, that she cannot be brought to
dismiss any one she has taken into her service, unless indeed
he be guilty of some-enormous misdemeanour. Her conduct in
other respects is always regular, and her liberalities always
rational. l re-'member,_on that subject, an anecdote that does
her a great deal of honour. I was just landed at Moorshood-
abad, when it happened that one of the'women, attached to the
service of the Princesses, her daughters, stopped short in the
preparatives she was making to marry an only child. On
notice of this failure, Menny-begum sent her immediately seventy
or eighty Mohurs(1o6), with a quantity of necessaries; and it
is in the like manner she has raised Itbar-aaly-qhan, an eunuch,

(I06) A Mohur is more than a double Guinea.
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from the lowest distress to the height of aflluence and power,
and has likewise conferred riches and favours upon Hekim-
askery, her body-physician, without seemingly intending to lay
him under any obligation. Nor are these instances of generosity
few in number. Indeed there are so many of them, that it
is become a standing observation, that whoever has been so
lucky as to get into her service, is sure to have found a true
receipt for the philosophical stone. Such a man has from that
moment turned his back fo_r ever from the door of the avaricious,
and he is for ever secured against the unfeeling look of the hard
hearted. If to so many qualifications, she could add sonie
sweetness of temper, and some condescension in her behaviour;
and would she place at the head of her affairs a wise man, by
whose counsels she could consent to be advised, she would
indeed prove an incomparable woman. ,

As those two Princesses, of whom we have just spoke, have
had similar intimacies, and similar connections with Mahmed-
reza-qhan, his name comes naturally after theirs. This nobleman,
of whom mention has been made more than once in these sheets,
has a very singular character. Although well stricken in years,
and as such, supposed to have seen much of the world, never-
theless he is blunt and thoughtless; nor does he in his words
pay a sufiicient attention to what he is about, or to those that
overhear him And on the other hand, he does not seem to
have right notions about truth and falsehood; nor does he seem
very sensible of the different consequents which they never /fail
to produce. As to his morals, they say that some years ago,
when he. had the absolute direction of the Revenue-oflice, as
well as of everything else in Bengal, he shewed the utmost
disregard to every matter of chastity and decorum; still less
did he know the value of men of learning and merit. Un-
mindful of his own rank, although so full of himself, he passes
much of his time in playing at cards and dice, and makes
nothing, when in company, of talking much, and in relating
during whole hours together stories which helghas picked up in
ancient times and books, without once minding the ignorance
and unadequateness of his audience. It is singular, that whilst
he proposes his ownself for pattern to his children, he lives
meanwhile like a thorough spendthriit; and although he is
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provided with an ample estate(1o7), and many other emoluments,
he manages so well by being always busy in building, and per-
petually adding to his houses and places, (of which he has
already too many), that he contrives to be constantly in debt,
and eternally borrowing: a management that keeps him always
needy, and always embarrassed. Unable through whim and
thoughtlessness to set some bounds to his prodigalities, he
is ever ready to snap at whatever he can hook in, either by
borrowing or otherwise; and above all, careless and unmindful
of the necessity of payment. Hence we see him eternally
dunnedfby his creditors. It is in this manner he has provided
to himself a bad character, and he is become a standing-stock
forthe curses and imprecations of mankind. His children,
in imitation of their father's pride, think themselves equal
or even superior in rank, to every one, and also better. Nor
do they think it consonant to their exalted rank to speak to
men of distinction, and high pedigrees, with that modesty
and that deference which is agreed to in good companies; nor
do they seem to be scrupulous in matters of decorum. But
what is singular, these two hopeful sons of his, although actually
suffering from scarcity of money and straightncss of influence,
are no less proud apd haughty in their behaviour ; indeed they
are haughty to an excess. Their whole household does not
consist of more than a hundred people of all sorts : nor can they
afford to go abroad with more than thirty or forty; and even
these, for want of being paid their arrears, pass their time in
suffering famine and in sobbing. lt is in the middle of such a,
court of famishedwretches, that those hopeful noblemen firmly
believe themselves equal to Assef-dja(io8), and have such high
notions of themselves, that they think it a sin to bow the head
of modesty and civility to any man(io9),'or to go to visit any
one ; and although he should be of an illustrious family, they think

(I07) About eighty thousand pounds sterling a year.
(103) Assef-dja-, alias Nizamel-mulk, possessing all the rich countries that

extend from theriver Nerbeda to Cape Comorin, had an income of ten millions sta-
Iing; and this in a country where grain is five or six times cheaper than in England.

(I09) The Indian salute consists in putting the fingers and palm of the right
band, (and never that of the left which is reserved for uses of cleanliness) to the
forehead, aoas tocoss itvertieally, inclining the body at tile‘ same time; and there
are many uleeties in making such a salute, and many morein returning it, or, as is
the Indian phrase, in taking up.
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it§_a._v~iiection upon themselves, whilst at the same time, the small-
ness of their means and income is such, that they have not one
gentleman to attendlthein, and to keeptbem company. Hence
they are desirous of seeing their houses frequo.-nted( I 10) ; and
this is so far true, that whenever any one chances to fall in their
hands, they lay hold of him, and detain him so long by prolonging
the conversation, that he is ready to lose his temper. With
‘all this, they will not sufier any one _to smoke his l~locca(ttr)
in their presence, nor to easeghis legs by( r 12) altering his respect.
ful posture. On all these accounts the few that fr rquent their
-houses are dlSCul1tCl‘ltCd ; but no man of rank chooses to go there.

l_t is not so with Mahmed-hosséin-qhan, eluer brother to
Mahmed-reza-qhan. He is a benevolent, learned man, and an
able Physician ; and his son, Mahmed-zeky-qhan, who has es-
poused one of Mahmed-reza-qhan’s daughters, is a young man,
well~bred, and of a good disposition, as well as capable of holding
aconversation with men of sense and abilities. Bend-aaly-qhan,
son to the Physician Aaly-nacky-qhan, and of course cousin to
Mahmed-reza-qhan, to whom be has been further allied of late
by marrying his daughter, is a young man, who although very
much of the same temper and disposition with the young men
of Hindostan, is not void of some good qualities ; nor does he
assume such lofty airs, as do most persons of that family. He

(I IO) All these Strictures are much exaggerated. Mahmed-reza-qhan, when he
l is certainly a man of " great sense; hiselder son Behrlm-djung is nowpeases,
" dead(l781); but his younger son, Dilaver-djung, is alive, has two or three
" children, and governs his father’: household; nor does the latter eohsume now
“ ' ' t cards and at such pastimu. This second son is handsomely featur-his time a
“ed, arid so was his elder. As for the father, his chest is so broad, his body so

f" erect, his tone of voice so very loud, and his eya so very full or fire at the age o
" seventy, that he seems to have yet thirty years to live."

" (nu) The Hooca or, as the English call it, the Hoocaw, has been mentioned
more than once.

(I la) The respectful posture from Constantinople to Tebet, when sitting, is to
kneel down, and to bend both legs under one’s self, so as that they should touch
the ground, and then to lean the hams upon them, so as that the soles of the feet

'8 nshould be turned upwards. This posture, which is so very fltnful to an uropea ,
is b ome so very easy to the Orientals, that they will sit several hours withoutec
suffering any incomnsodity from it. The familiar posture is to sit so, as that the

' a I I hlegs should cross each other under the hams, ,Wl‘llClI behind are leaning on t e
ground. This latter posture is called cm.»-zua, or four corners: the_other is
called De-land, or two corners.
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is fond of the company of gentlemen, and lives upon good terms
with them. As to the other persons and dependants of that
-family, they all copy their master, and seem perfect ‘strangers to
the {ear of God, as well as quite indifferent to the acquisition of
a good character. And now after having misapplied some of
our time in giving an idea of the man set up’by the English at
the head of these countries, it becomes highly proper to atone
for that excursion, by saying something of the English them-
selves, as well as of their India Company.

The word Company signifies in English an assembly of
some men, and on that account, even amongst Military men, a
certain number of soldiers, is called a "Company. And formerly
a hundred Musqueteers constituted a Company; but now only
seventy-five form a Company, whose chief man is called a
Sobahdar. The Commander of twenty is a Djematdar, or a
Naic; of ten or twelve’, a Havaleh-dar; and of six, an Amaldar.
Ten Sobahdars with their men form a Paltan(| 13), and the (_Tom-
mander of these ten Sobahdars is called a Comidan (Commandant);
but every Paltan with its men and ofiicers "is under the orders of
an English Capitain, who has the power of confirming, dismiss-
ing, and appointing the officers, as well as of bringing others in
their stead; of disciplining the men, and of giving them their
pay, with a turbant, a coat, and a sash or girdle ; of repairing
their arms, of examining them ; and of giving them new. ones.
All that is in the Capitain's office, who, in the command of this
single Paltan, has many benefits, which amount to a good
Djaghir or landed estate(1 14) ; so that whenever a Commander
is inclined to oblige a Capitain, he gives him a Paltan, else, the
oflicer remains with his particiblar pay, as a simple Capitain(1 I 5),
and waits for the moment of being ‘appointed to such a command.
As to those European warriors that come from their country, if
they be vile and lo_w born, they are first turned into soldiers, to_he
afterwards advanced to the ofiice of Sergeants. Nowa Sergeant
has a command in disciplining the men, and in keeping them in
order. But amongst their gentlemen and men of the better

((1 r3 This word is a corruption of the English one Plattoon, which comes
from the French Palettes clusters, . .

(1 :4) To about two thousand Rupees per rnonthfand some say, to the double’
(I15) The pay of a Capitals at Infantry la the, field lsrhovethree hniadrell

half-ereyas; and sonaethatareln oflee, hueepeatdeal mere. -



I52 THE SEIR

sort, the first rank is ‘that of Ensign, which word is to be written
with the Aljf surmounted by a Kesrn, as is the sin by afetalt
quiet-rem‘. After that, they become Loftununs, and after that,
Capitains. The neztt rankis that of Major; the next after it,
is that of Cornal ; after which comes that of Gernal (General),
which is the highest rank to which Military men can pretend to.
The gentlemen likewise other than the Military, who are in high
olfices and employments, have amongst themselves degrees of
service and rank, which have not come minutely to my knowledge;
but the whole of them collectively are called Carram':(rr6).
The ranks and degrees of both corps are reckoned by seniority
of time, and by priority of rank ; so that whoever has got soon-
est into the service, has an advance upon the others; and who-
ever has got into it latest, is later in station and preferment
likewise. And thus they follow each other in order ; nor can a
junior servant pretend to the preferment of a senior, unless
some link should happen to getloose from the chain; and this
cannot be the case, but only by a. demise, by resignation of the
service, or by a dismission for some fault or misdemeanour. In
this manner, so soon as this one is got out of the chain, the
others follow of course, and advance by one degree in their
respective classes, without needing any intreaty or application
f_or that purpose; and if three or four happen to go out at a
time, by so many degrees do their juniors become at once ad-
vanced.’ So that it is possible that in the Military line, for in-
stance, a Loftonun (lieutenant) without becoming a Capitain,
may, as well as a Major, become at once a Colonel; and this
barely by the departure -of his senior. It is the same in the
corps,_called of writers. The Company itself, that body which
now under the name of Divan of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar,
and Oressa, possesses in fact the sovereignty and dominions of
those countries, as well as that of most of the coasts and port-
towns of India, is composed of a number of rich and creditable
Englishmen, of the country of England, inhabitants of the city
of London, which is the Capital of the English Kings. These

(U6) The author takes this word to be English for or Clerks. Carro-
m' is an Arabick word, but used only at the Malabar Coast; and it is singular that
our author should know anything of it. However, it is known in Calcutta under that
signification, although all over Hindostan they have no other word for that profession,
but that oi Nruisnudélz, which ls Persian, and that of Jfolcrir, which is Arabiek.
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in the beginning were a number of wealthy merchants, who
having got themselves authorized by the Council of their country,
and by the Ministers of their King, commenced trading and
merchandising in the kingdoms of Hindostan ; and as they soon
became knowing and intelligent in that branch of trade, they
kept it going on by admitting from year to year into their body
their own children and heirs, or any one else that would apply.
These lxast also became Company, which they are to this day.
And they went on trading and commercing, until the throne
of Bengal chanced to be occupied by Seradj-ed-dowlah ; and as
that Prince's able government, and military talents, and political
qualifications happened to be inherited to the full by his successor
and kinsman, Mir-djaaffer-qhan, and by his Minister, Radja
D8lSb-ram; there is nothing strange in those merchants having
found the means ofv becoming masters of this country, and nothing
so wonderful in their having in the sequel availed themselves of
the imbecility of some Hindostany Sovereigns, equally proud and
ignorant, to turn conquerors, and to rise to such a pitch of strength
and influence, as to become in that vast region a preponderant
power, that outweighs and overawes all the Sovereigns of India.
They are so powerful even in Europe, that the Sovereigns of that
nation, whom these people call Kz'1zg, although absolute in his
commands, cannot give them an order, without the advice and
consent of his Council, and that of the nation ; and ifihe should
venture so far, the order would not pass the seals, and would
remain unexecuted.

The Members of his Council are Omrahs, or great Lords of
that land ; but the Council of the nation is composed of a number
of persons, which the principal inhabitants of every city and
town of that land have chosen amongst" themselves, some one,
~and some two, and whose attachment and knowledge they have
approved. So_ that those chosen) men are entrusted with the
concerns of the whole, and become the Advocates and Attorneys
of those by whom they are sent. All these assemble in the
Capital, where they immediately turn their attention towards
the public accounts; and then occasionally examine whatever
business happens to offer, or whatever is proposed by the
Sovereign, and his Council, as objects likely in their opinion to
become beneficial to themselves, to the senders, and to the

. 20
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people in general. They weigh and examine it carefully
amongst themselves; and when it has been approved by them,
it is from that moment willingly admitted and obeyed, as law,
by all the inhabitants of the land ; and in such a manner,
that whatever those Attorneys have approved of as beneficial,
and intimated accordingly to the senders, is immediately put in
execution by them with all their might, and all their heart; nor
is there an instance of their having ever covered themselves
with any excuse or pretence whatever. An admirable institution
this, extremely useful and beneficial ; and an excellent rule
which these people have contrived for themselves! It is so
capable, so productive of order! Here in India, as well as in
England, these people are guided by those institutions, and keep
them amongst themselves, but only amongst themselves; for
as yet in what concerns the welfare of the pecple of these coun-
tries, and in all revenue matters, relative to these provinces,
they trust to what rules and constitutions they have heard of
here, and to whatever instructions they may have received from
Mootsuddies(n7), and oflicers of their own appointing. These
they have already committed to their books, and they have made
of them so many rules to distinguish right from wrong; but the
reason why such a custom has been instituted, and what might
be its cause and ground, these are matters which they never dis-
cover themselves, nor ever ask of others; or if they comprehend
anything in them, they willingly counterfeit ignorance, without
any one’s being able to guess what they mean by counterfeiting
that ignorance. In short, as the gates of communication and
intercourse are shut up betwixt the men of this land and those
strangers, who are become their masters ; and these latter con-
stantly express an aversion to the society qf Indians, and a
disdain against conversingwith them ; hence both parties remain
ignorant of each other’s state and circumstances. It is true that
a small number indeed of natives are in the service of the Mem-
bers of the Committee, and of the Collectors of the six Districts;
but these are not such a sort of men as can expose their own re-
quests, or represent what may conduce to the‘-V-“welfare and ease
of the subjects; still less are they capable to point out such re.
gulations as might conduce to the prosperity of the land, and of

(1:7) Pen-mss employed la revenue matter. - 7 i
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its inhabitants. And on the other hand, “ not one of the English
“ Gentlemen shews any inclination or any relishfor the company
"of the Gentlemen ofthis country, orfrom listening to the con-
" versation, or to the stories of the natives; although nothing
"hut conversation, is likely toput it in thepowerofsome virtuous,
"well disposed man, to learn what aches these poor natives,
" and what might give them relief ,-_ and nothing but inter-
“ course would enable him to transmit such useful hints to
" Government as might conduce to the welfare of the distressed
” inhabitants of this land.” It is therfore with a view to
promote so desirable an end, that we have attempted in the
following sheets to shew how managed the ancient Sovereigns
of this country, those Princes so renowned for the equity _of
their Government, and what object they had in view, whenever
they set up such and such practice, and such and such custom ;
what advantage they intended by each of them, and what benefit
they had in fact received. We shall point out likewise what their
late successors intend by certain institutions and rules of their
own, set up of late under pretence of putting the ancient ones
in force; and how these have disguised their own intentions in
the eyes of the public, by masking their intentions. All those
matters are exposed here to the best of our abilities and power;
so that with a little attention one might obtain, in these humble
leaves, a full knowledge on those unknown or misunderstood
subjects. This at least is our aim ‘and intention ; and we hope that
with the assistance of the Sovereign Bestower of Graces, good
shall at some future period succeed evil, and that the alflicted
people of God shall at last find pity in the heart of their Rulers,
and come to enjoy some relief from their sufferings. In com-
pliance, therefore, with the sentence of the Holy Writ, that who-
ever induces others to good, promotes his own welfare, we shall
endeavour to point out the right way ; and may God grant that
we may all see it! Amen.
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CONTENTS.

The Author accounts for the peculiar character of the
Indians, from the peculiarities of the soil-—-Indian Princes love
their subjects, as fond parents do their children——On the
contrary, the English hate the natives of India, and disdain
their c0mpany—Twelve causes assignedfor the diminution of
revenue and population all over Bengal--The first, that the
English are aliens—The second is their ignorance cf the
customs and usages of the country—-Account of those usages-—
A Daroga of Audaulet-o_fi'ce—-A Cazi—-This last ofice greatly
abused now-—-A Sadr-el-S8d8r——Go-vernor Hastings, informed
in time, rescues an infinity of families from the oppression: of
the actual Sadr—-Fervent prayer ofthe Author’s—-The Daroga
of the Audaulet, another Civil fudge, whose ofice is shockingly
abused at this day—-The Emperors and Rulers of flindostan
think it their duty to sit as Supreme Yudges—-Warning given
to the Princes of Hi/zdostvrz by the Author--Unsociableness
and inaccessibleness of the English, another great defect of
their Government-—-The lllohtesib, or Clerk of the lllarhet-—
The’ Vacaa-naviss, and Sevana-naviss—-The Emperor, by
the means of the post, minutely informed every day of what
happens in the remotest parts of the Empire—Two singular
notes in the handofthe Emperor Aoreng-zib’s-—The Fodjdars,
Milz'tary Commandant: in' some fortresses and some diflicult
countries—An infinity of persons in each province dependent
immediately on the Emperor, and not on the respective Vice-
.-oys—Extents of duties expectedfrom Fod;'dars——Happy con-
ditions of Indians under their native Princes, and latterly
under Aaly-verdy-qhan—Third reason or cause, the Zemindars
too loose, and too unrestrained, under the English Government
--The Fod_';'dar’s ofice, as it is excercised now, it become one of
the main grievances of the natives--Fourth cause, this country
having no apparent master, lies under all the disadvantages
of a house untenanted-Jllen of confessed superior abilities
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eternally thwarted by majorities sent from home--Fifth cause,
the subordinate rulers do not stay long enough in their employs
—-Benignity and, tenderness of the Indian Emperors to the
conguered—-The natural insociableness of the English, as well
as the inaccessibleness qf their rulers, produces the first cause
of the declension of these countries--The second is, the
diflkrence of language, manners, and way of life-—-The third
is, the endless variations and mutations in posts of trust and
iInportance——Slowness of proceedings in the Supreme Council,
is the _/ourth—-Difl'erences in giving audience between the
benignity and condescension of the ancient native rulers,
and the superciliousness, and roughness of the present ones,
is the fifth--The sixth is, the rapacity of the English, who
engross all the trade of the country; very difierenl in that
from theii nativg Princes, who left all those livelihoods to the
subjects-— ifty thousand Cavalry, andninety thousand Infantry
hept up in only these threeprovinces—The seventh cause is, in
theexurbitant powers left to Zemindars, a race deemed incorrigi-
ble in all ages—Eighth reason, the slowness ofproceedings in the
Council of Calcatta, and in the subordinate Councils——The
ninth is, that wrong custom of giving employments and ofices
by seniority of rank-'-Tenth, partiality of the English to their
Uwn countrymen——Eleventh, establishment of the Supreme
Court qfyudicature of Calcutta—Twelfth, the English decide
in their closets, what ought not to be decided only in public.

NOTHING is clearer in itself, or better understood by men
of intelligence and penetration, than that the gradation of
climates is such, that every tract of land has properties of its
own, which have been denied to others. In other words, that in
consequence of some hidden causes, in a certain tract of land,
the diversity of the soil produces immancably a diversity in the
genius cf the inhabitants, and that this diversity is so self-
evident, that the man of perspicuity needs no discourse or argu-
ment to be convinced of it; and indeed, were all soils and
lands of one and the same nature, that astonishing difference in
the colour of the inhabitants, and in the fruits, metals, waters,
plants, and animals, so conspicuous everywhere, would not be
constant and permanent in every tract of land. Amongst so
many climes and so many lands, India looks -the strangest
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country on the face of the earth. Whether we cast our eyes on
the actions and practices of the inhabitants, or consider the in-
stitutions and maxims by which they are restrained and ruled,
nothing in the world bears so evident marks of strangeness, and
nothing under Heaven is so completely dissimilar from what
we see in other countries. This is so far true, that unless the
Sovereign turn his inclinations towards a management adapted
to the climate and country, no steady Government can be
expected ; nor is it possible that the ease and prosperity of the
inhabitants, or the peace and tranquillity of the country should‘
take place. Now as this climate, in consequence of its being
under the influence of Saturn, is dominated by that planet,
hence most of its inhabitants are feeble in action, and slow in
comprehension ; and withal, prove so very feeble in the frame
of their bodies, that they have been constantly s bdued by
foreign conquerors, and vanquished by foreign an ies. But,
however, so tenacious were at all times the vanquished of their
own tenets and customs, that the victors soon found themselves.
undera necessity of assimilating with them; and so soon as
these mighty conquerors had acquired a firm footing in these
countries, and the violence and extortions inseparable from a
state of warfare, slaughter, and confusion, came to be over, their
__very first thought was always to quiet the minds of the inhabié
tants, and to afford them relief, by always becoming their pro-
tectors"in whatever concerned their lives, fortunes, honors, and
families. They usedto call up all the abilities of the land to their
sides, would give them weight and consequence, and prepose
Vezirs and Omrahs of the country to the management of their
own affairs. In consequence of such a conduct, each individual,
high or low, finding an easy access to the Princes, and to their
Ministers(i 18), used to meet with opportunities of shewing

(i :8) Should we listen to the hooks and relations found in Europe, we should.
he apt to think that the Princes of the East are a set of inaccessible men, eternally
shut up within the walls of their palaces. This accusation is brought by no others
than those who have never seen_hnt the stores of India, and nest had any opportu-
nity to approach either Prinee or Minister. The faet,.howeg'¢, ls, that there are
no Princes and no Ministers on the hoe dearth so nnoIdhle,andnonesoInellned
to put up with the murmurs, therepreechc, and even the tonl langnsgeiot thgr
dlalppdnted suitors. We have no nu of snehoondesoenslonia Europe. 0'-4
idlwvl-viw» (Iddsnao tot-In tuneu Ill:-oases-qhan) wisnls qpisus
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what business he was particularly fit for; so that those Princes,
who were naturally endowed with penetration, and had their
minds exercised\in the art of conjecure, soon found out the
capacity and fitness of every one, and soon preposed him to a
business adequate to his talents and|abilities; whilst themselves,
standing above them all as so many overseers, attended to the
regulation of affairs, to the tranquillity and ease of the country and
its inhabitants, and to the promoting of men of penetration and
knowledge; which last never iailed, after a proper trial of their
abilities and virtuous dispositions, to be advanced to oifices of trust
and dignity. Hence those Princes lived amongst their pcople,and
amongst their nobles, as kind and condescending parents amongst
their children ; nor did they suffer the_dust of sorrow to darken the
heart of any of the creatures of God, by a show of tenderness
to one part of the-people, and of rudeness to the other. For they
looked upon them all, whether conquerors or conquered, with
an equal eye ; so that for several ages together, down to the times
of Shah-djehan, every thing in Hindostan was quietness, love,
and: harmony. lt is only since the times of Aoreng-zib-Aalem-
ghir, his son, a Prince extremely warlike and ambitious, that
evils have crept upon the land. But yet these were light
matters; for such were the abilities, prowess, and strictness of
government under that reign, that the established rules and
institutions did not sufier any considerable injury from the
wickedness of the turbulent Grandees; nor did the people of
God meet with much oppression in the civil wars, during which
it never ceased to be protected and cherished. The main evil
resulting from his time was this, that to make a diversion in the
minds of the people, to the ill renown of ingratitude and hard.
ness of heart, which he had acquired by killing his brothers, and
keeping his father in prison, he had assembled the Ecclesiastics

sad as on asyoufor s Ruhr. The Navvab overheard him, and all his Court ea-
prused some indignation. “Why so P ( said the Prince) this man has lost his cause,
andisontof and you won't let hlln eshais himselfin abuse!" The
Emperors of liiadoian used to give public audissee twleesweek, and were imitat-
ed by all their Lieutenants and Governors. Whereas the charge of luacorssibleness
imqm against amp-m bytheir Indian subjeas, isfoundod on matteroffsd,
and on daily esperieeee, although, aftw all, the chsrgsls exaggerated; nor do
they oheerve that an ordinary Englishmen has more writing, and more huslnus of
llsowato[otl\ron'¢l|,thIaaytwoNavral|sdlndhpsttog¢hn'.
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about his person, and had given them such unbounded sway,
that the populace complimented him with the titles of the
Faithful Emperor, _e'uer victorious, and tlrfconstant Cherislrer
qf Religion. But those hypocrites no‘ sooner saw themselves at
the head of affairs, than their avarice and covetousness gave
rise to such a train of evils, as shed even now their baleful in-
fiuence on these countries, continuing to pour ruin and devasta-
tion on the posterity of the Faithful: a revolution which has
been succinctly mentioned at the end of our first volume, where
our narrative gives the history of the latter Emperors of Hindo-
stan. Matters grew worse in the reign of Fer6h-syiir, who was
a nothing without brains. ln his time Ratan-chund, Divan to
Séyd-abdollah-qhan, then omnipotent under the name of Vezir,
got so far possession of his master's mind, that he governed the
whole Empire, and drove from the helm, or disgusted entirely
those very Grandees and Ministers that had supported its honor
and glory,’ in the time of Aoreng-zib. Then commenced the
custom of leasing out all the branches of the Finance-oflice, Mid
all the districts and lands of the Imperial demesnes. Then
bribing men into compliance became of fashion, and of current
use; and sluggish people, addicted to their ease, thinking it a
good fortune to get at once so much assured money, made no
difficulty to sacrifice the sweat of the people of God, and the
toil of the helpless farmer, to the rapacity of lease-takers, tax-
gatherers, and conractors. It is from those times that must be
dated the sinking of rents, the decrease of husbandry, the distress
of the people, and their detestation of their Rulers. These evils
went on increasing from day to day, til! at last the office of
Cazy or judge, and than of Sadr or of Great Almoner, with many
other Magistratures, came to be put up publicly to sale; so that
the people skilled in law, and in matters of distributive justice,
entirely disappeared from the land ; nor was anything else thought
of, but how to bring money to hand by any means whatever.
This, and this alone, became the utmost ambition of all ranks,
and especially of the hypocrites amongst the rnen that meddled
with law. . It was in such an enfeebled state of the Empire, that
there arose a new sort of mien, worse than the former, who, so
far from setting up for patterns ofpiety and virtue, or pretending
to shew the right way to others, squandered away the. lives and
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properties of the poor with so much barefacedness, that other
men, on beholding their conduct, became bolder and bolder, and
practised the worst and ugliest actions, without fear or remorse ;
so far are they from thinking it a shame or an infamy to imitate
and follow such examples. From those men sprung an infinity
of evil-doers, who plague the Indian world, and grind the face of
the wretched inhabitants. Those men having in process of time
assembled in bodies, there arose an age of senseless, slothful
Princes, and of Grandees, ignorant and meddling. Then it was
that the Sm! of Justice and Equity, that had already been verging
from the meridian, inclined downwards, degree by degree, and
at last entirely set in the Occident of ignorance, imprudence,
violence, and civil wars. It is in consequence of these excesses,
that evils are arisen to such a height, as render a remedy
impossible. Itis inrzonsequenceof such wretched administrations,
that every part of Hindia has gone to ruin, and every one of its
discouraged inhabitants have broken their thearts. Life itself is
become disgustiual to most. So that, on comparing the present
times with the past, one is ‘apt to think that the world is
overspread with blindness, and that the earth is totally over-
whelmed with an everlasting darkness.

Amidst the strange events which these revolutions have
brought about, the introduction of European foreigners, in the
heart of the land, is an important one. The wise men of Europe
have been casting their eyes upon the conquest of India, and have
contrived to achieve great part of that conquest, having already
acquired an absolute dominion in several tracts. But such is
the complete difference, and the total dissimilarity betwixt the
manners of their own country, and the customs and usages of
Hindostan, that all the endeavours of their chief Rulers, and all
the resorts they have put in motion, have answered no purpose
at all; nor has the face of regulation in the country, and of ease
to the inhabitants, made its appearance as yet. But, over and
above those considerations, it may be said with great truth, that
such is the aversion which the English openly shew for the com-
pany of the natives, and such the disdain which they hetray for
them, that no love, and no coalition (two articles, which, by the
bye, are the principle of all union and attachment, and the source
of all regulation and settlement) can take root between the
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conquerors and the conquered; and as we see that the very
reverse is actually taking place, so we may rest assured, that the
distresses of the people, and the depopulation and desertion of
the land, will go hand in hand, until they are come to their height,
and the desolation is become complete‘ and general. Such a
state of things may be deduced from several causes, which I
hope to be able gradually to unfold. And the first is, that these
new Rulers are quite alien to this country, both in customs and
manners; and quite strangers to the methods of raising tribute,
as well as to the maxims of estimating the revenues, or of com-
prehending the ways oi tax-gathering; because in their country
a Landlord or Zemindar paying Royal rent from year to year to
the public treasury, is a being that has no existence. Taxes and
imposts upon husbandry and land, Soobadaries, Fodjdaries,
Qhalissas, and Djaghirs are not customary in that country. As
much as I can trust to the information I have obtained from in-
telligent persons amongst them, it appears that /they take some-
thing, by way of duty, from coaches, and from windows oi
houses, from plate and other vessels of gold and silver, and
from merchandise; and that they differ widely from the customs
of this country, in the mode of giving salaries to the servants
of Government, and to those that are at the head of affairs;
as well as in punishing misdemeanours and trespasses. In-
somuoh that there are some trespasses that are finable in this
country, and are not there; some more that are reputed slight
here, and are accounted very high there, and some that are the
very reverse. On the other hand, there are some other matters
that are unnoticed here, and passed by, and are not so there;
some practices, which are become there of custom and obligation,
and which here have never been heard of, or seen; as for in-
stance, counting the inhabitants of every town and city, and
examining how much they may have earned, and how much
spent; how many are dead, and how many are their children,
and how many their old men. In one word, it may be said in
general, and indeed in almost every institutionand custom, that
there is a wide difference betwixt the two nations and Govern-
ments; and that it is of such a nature as cannot be "remedied
at all. Nor does it seem possible to bring the people of this
country into such customs and‘ usages; whereas the English
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being accustomed to them in their own country, want to intro-
duce them here likewise, and think such an introduction easy,
and of small moment.

The second cause is, that what little these foreigners have
gleaned of the institutions of this country, and which they have
examined and committed to their registers, proves to be no
more tihan what they have learned from their own servants.
Hence they know nothing of either the reason or intent of them,
but by the absuzi report of their own servants, who being all
bcardless and unexperienccd, have no view but that of their own
benefit, and think. only of pleasing their English masters. Those
men never fail to shew a deal of revenue matter in every
institution and custom; and they are so firm in that opinion,
that one would be inclined to believe, that the setting up this
and that institution wasgfor no other view, but that of scraping
together afew pence; not that it could have any other intent, but
that of hooking in some more ; and in reality there is no other
for men of such sordid dispositions. Nor is this opinion a novel
one; it is of some standing, and has commenced so early as
the times of Fer6h-syur. No wonder then if these foreigners,
that are lately come into this country, and know nothing in any
such matters, should take for truth, and for useful advice, such
crude explanations as are afforded by those that approach their
persons, and should act according to what information they
receive. Nevertheless, such is their natural genius, and such
their innate penetration, that of their own accord they have set
aside and abolished some institutions, which they thought
oppressive ; and here in an instance of this : The first Mussulmen
Sovereigns disapproved of public women, and of their being of
general use, especially on the eve of a Friday, which is a day
particularly hoiy(1 19) ; nor would they suffer any one to defile
himself with the crime of fornication ; and therefore they
denounced punition, and even a capital one, against any such as
indulged in keeping in their houses slave-girls or concubines,
without having them consecrated by the forms of law, and the

(U9) The Friday is distinguished, not by n cessation of work, but by longer
noon-prayers, at which time likewise is pronounced the Qhotba or epprecation, by
the oificisnt, which being assented to, and partly repeated by the congregation,
amounts to an oath of allegiance for the Reigning Prince.
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rites of religion; and for these reasons they discerned a variety
of pains, which to sinners appeared .15 hard as death itself, or
any other extreme misfortune. It was on that account they had
appointed a Daroga, whose business was to be informed of any
such women as had rendered themselves public, and had made
profession of prostitution; and this officer’s businesss was to
take from thein a heavy fine every day, and, if found trespassing
against the eve of Friday, a heavier one. The drum and haut-
boy players were also put under this ofiicer’s inspection, that
they might not go to play anywhere without his knowledge and
leave. He had also the authority of determining finally such
differents as arose in that tribe amongst themselves, and a power
to repress their excesses, and punish their misdemeanours. In
this there was another intent and view; namely, that in feasts
and weddings, every one should send for as n.uch music only as
his means could afford, without casting, in his entertainment, an
eye of jealousy upon the Nobles and his betters ; and without
launching out into expenses of prodigality, or pretending to
equal, still less, to surpass his superiors. But, as we have already
remarked, people of sordid dispositions did not fail, this longwhile,
to pervert this institution into a catch-penny, and an item of tax-
gathering; and, shutting their eyes upon the original intent of
“it, they have observed no other end in it, than the wretched one
of scraping up a little money by such a pretence; so that even
this pitiful article has been converted into an item of the tax-
gathering business. This is so far true, that the English them-
selves conceiving it to be a shamefuifinesse, that drew after it the
worst consequences, have forbidden that tax in their dominions,
and totally abolished it. And so it is with every one institution
besides. And indeed, if those strangers, who have naturally
much penetration and much impartiality, were made acquainted
with the infamous practices now in vogue, but concealed under
the bark of institution and custom, it is highly probable that
they would endeavour to correct them, as so many defects in
administration. It is therefore to assist their efiorts in that
view, that I shall assume the task of explaining’ the reason and
intent of some of those institutions and customs of Hindustan ;
and I am in full hopes that mysnotions shall awaken the. minds
of men of sense upon subjects so'misunderstood.
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The Cazy‘s or Judge's oflice, for instance, was to put in

force the ordinances of the law, without partiality or pity, in
every matter, and against any person whose case should require
his animadversion; and as he had a salary from the treasury,
and such a Djaghir besides from the Emperor's liberaiity as,
afforded amply to all his wants, he did dot dare to take any fee
or any bribe from any one; and if peradventure any one was
found capable of any such infamy, he became from that moment,
an object of the Imperial resentment, was adjudged guilty of
having dishonoured the law and the Mussulman religion, and
became henceforward and object of taunt and reproach from
every rank of men. insomuch that finding himself pointed out
with the finger, he pined away with shame and remorse, was for
ever excluded from any office, and remained infamous and cursed
in this world and the other. But now since from a length of
time, it is become customary to put up everything to sale, the
oifice of Cazy is leased out, and under-leased; and a practice
which never was heard of in any nation, in any religion, or in
any sect whatever, is become a matter of course; so that we
see every day faithless Cazies, who, ignorant even of the princi-
ples of Musulmanism, and worse in their lives than so many
Renegadoes and so many Atheists, take leases of what they
call the Cazy's rights, and under-lease them openly to others,
although these rights are no more than so many new inventions
to torment the Mussulmen of this land, and to extort money
from them, under a variety of pretences. No wonder then, if
it is come to pass, that by the repeated efforts, and the serious
approbation of those faithless wretches, those new-tangled
practices have takensuch deep root, as to become the current
creed of those under-judges; insomuch, that to reclaim them
from those practices, is become an absolute impossibility. One
would say that the holy sentence, Skew me, O Lard! those
that have made me go astray, that I may trample them under
myfeet, has been revealed on purpose for them.

Here is, for instance, one of the inventions set up by those
calumniators of the law. Whenever any Mussulman of the poorer
sort comes to die, these poor people, who never had any other
instructors than those faithless tutors, enemies to all law, never
fail to think that until the Cazy’_s substitute is come, and has
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received the fee designed by his principal, the deceased’s spirit
does not quit the house; and as sometimes a poor fellow cannot
afford the fee, he from that moment is deemed so impure and
defiled, himself, his family and dependants, and all, that his very
neighbours and acquaintances shun his company, avoid drinking
and eating with him, and carry matters so far as to refuse him
both fire, and water; nor is such an interdict withdrawn until
the fee is discharged. So that the deluded man, in despair,
either betakes himself to the highway in order to raise the
necessary money (and thus acquires a relish for the trade of
highwayman), or sells away his ground and furniture, and
becomes a vagrant; or at least, he finds means to borrow, and
immediately runs in debt; in all which cases, he becomes either
useless or pernicious to society; and all that to get rid of the
entailed curse upon himself and family.

It is the same with respect to boys that need circumcision, and
to the girls that are marriageable, as being both come to the age
of puberty. If they chance to be unable to pay the Cazy’s fees, they
remain bound for years together, and are debarred, the former,
from the rites of circumcision, and the latter, from the comforts
of marriage. This superstition and abuse goes so far, that if
they continue unable to pay the fees, especially those due to the
Cazy, they are sure to consume their lives in privation and sorrow ;
forit is not possible for them to get rid of the interdict, other-
wise than by paying. Hence it is, that so many young persons,
of both sexes, being debarred the benefit of either of those rites,
turn loose and become dissolute. Those then who after ap-
proving of such interdicts and such vexations, still pretend to
be Mussulmen, will never make any difliculty, on receiving a sum
of money, as Cazy’s fees, to turn right into wrong, and injustice
into justice; and what is still more afflicting, they have such
a collection of oppressive practices, and they are put in force so
barefacedly, that it would be tedious and painful to mention
them at length. However, we shall touch upon some of them,
although even with so light a hand. V ‘

The Sadr-el-sood8r, or Sadr of Sadrs, and the other Sadrs'
of every Soobah(12o), and every Sercar, were established for

——r — ,
(no) A Sodbah 1» llarge provincema by 1 Soobah-daror Viceroy; 1 Choell

or Sernria a division of suchlprovlneo, ands Pagans isadiviaion of theSuear.
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trying the capacity of the Cazies, and for ascertaining the
circumstances of people possessed of Amide: and Aimas, and
other lands set apart for pious uses, but especially for watching
over the capacities and: morals of Cazies, lest by assuming the
appearance of learning and knowledge, men ignorant of the
principles and rites of Mussulmanism, should find ways to in-
troduce themselves into those oflices by dint of artifice and
finesse; and thus, from their ignorance of law, religion, faith,
and truth, prepare themselves a punition in the other world,
and in this. Their office was likewise to take back and to
resume such lands, which being originally consecrated to pious
uses, should come to fall into the hands of other than such needy
and worthy persons, for which they were originally set apart. He
was also to protect those persons to whom they had been given in
charity, and to pgevent or hinder their being dispossessed in their
own persons or that of their heirs, either by threats, or by artifice.
His business was also to prevent their usurping upon each other,
or their making encroachments upon the Crown-lands, or upon
such spots as belonged to the Qhalissas, or Exchequer oflice.
These were some of the duties expected from the Sadrs. But
now the business of the oflice of Sadr is become a scene of
oppression and violence; and in the hands of that Atheist,
Zehor-ollah-beg, it has devoured the substance of thousands of
necessitous, inoffensive people; and all this, without his ever
minding the consequences, without fear, and without remorse.
That man is now dead and gone, and he has carried away upon
his shoulders the whole load of the lamentations and groans of
an infinity of oppressed, undertrodden people. Thanks be to
Godl that the wordsof the Scripture, The Sun is in the middle
qf the day, have been verified literally in the Governor's person,
who no sooner heard of the complaints of the holders of charity-
lands, and of the oppressions committed under the veil and
pretence of Sadrship, than he shewed his detestation of those
shameful and sordid actions, and discarded those accursed ones
that took upon themselves such a sacred name, and dishonoured
the function. At the same time, he confirmed to that oflice such
small fees as were allowed to it, time out of mind, by Emperors,
lovers of equity and religion; but he entirely rejected, and utter-
ly abolished the augmentation which this stone-hearted wretch
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had set up in addition to the perquisites of that office, and
which he wanted to carry still higher, as if not yet satisfied with
all the havoc he had been doing by raising them from one
thousand eight hundred rupees to thirty-five thousand a year. May
the Almighty Bestowerof Graces and Favors reward the Governor
for his having hastened to the assistance of so many afflicted fam-
ilies, and may He put it in his heart, and that of the other heads
of administration, to set apart two hours, or even one hour, in
every week, for the purpose of taking notice of the many customs
and institutions perverted at present; and of listening to the
groans and sobs of so many thousands of oppressed ones, who
know how to suffer, but cannot speak(121)l Let them conse-
crate two hours, or even one hour in the week, to so meritorious
a purpose. Let them enjoy the luxury of becoming the reversers
of every violence and oppression; and let them regale on the
dainty of affording relief to those multitudes of the people of
God, who groan under a variety of oppressions and exactions,
and have no other advocate, and no other comforter, but God
Almighty. Let those unfortunate souls find at last in their
Rulers a relief from their numberless misfortunes. 1 have called
upon You, 0 Lord(1z2), that are the Most Merciful qf the
anerciful I May my request he granted I Amen.

The oflice of Daroga of the Adalet, that is, of Auditor of
the Court of Justice, was established for the purpose of affording
instaht relief to such poor, defenceless, weak people, as could
not at all times, and for evey subject, resort to the Ministers,
and to the Emperors. T He was provided with a salary, and a
Djaghir suitable to his station; and his business was to sit in
his tribunal from day-break(123) to three in the afternoon(124),

(121) It appears by the sequel, that his request was heard by Heaven, and that
the Governor, roused by so shocking a fact, not only set apart from his many evo-
cations a day in the week, when he heard these sorts of complaints, but referred
them in general to u Board, by a special command. .

(ma) Sentence of the Coran, often in the mouth of the oppressed.
(I23) it is day-break in India at four o'clock. i
(124) If the English knew how much business can betully comprehended, and

consequently dispatched, by rising at four o'clock In tho inorning, and working as
far eaten or eleven; did they know how the most intricate subject that has puzzled
during the heat of n day, becomes at once plain, by rising with a clear heed at that
early hour, they would not sip their tee at eight or nine, in order to work as fer as
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and to lend an attentive, patient ear to the voice of the oppress-
ed ones, be they whoever they might. If the defendant proved
to be a man of consequence, and one whose dignity did not
admit of his being sent for, his Attorney was ordered to stand
up in his stead, or even himself obliged to attend personally,
if the gravity of the case did require it; and the matter was
examined with patience, and with an equal look. If it proved
to be a slight one, it was made up with the consent of both
parties; else, if it proved of moment, then after having carefully
ascertained it by witnesses on oath, and by other lawful means,
the whole was made up into a Sooret-hal or judicial narrative,
and together with the witnesses, and with the plaintiff and
defendant, it was presented by the Daroga and his officers to
the Emperor and the Minister, who used to sit twice a week on
purpose to hear such matters; otherwise, it was presented to
the Lieutenant-Governor, or the Lieutenant of the Fodjdar of
the town and district, where the different had happened; and
the Emperor and the Minister having examined the case, ac-
cording to their wisdom, gave their decree as they saw fit and
equitable. But if the matter was not thoroughly investigated
and determined at that one sitting, they referred it to a second;
and after such examination as might stand the look of the
Imperial eye, they determined according to the rules of truth
and justice. Such was the method used in-former times. But
now the painful task of rendering justice being turned into a
powerful engine for making a fortune, the office of Daroga,
which so many persons used to decline, is become an object of
ambition and strife; and men give presents and make interest
to obtain it, whilst Government itself bestows it on them, as an
object of favour and predilection. Of late the salaries of the
Daroga, and of his officers and dependants, are paid out of the
fines and monies arising from it; so that the incumbent, with
his dependants, being in the centre of his wishes(l25), finds
means in a little time to amass immense sums ; nor is there any

three in the afternoon, that is, in the very hottest part of the day, and when the
natives themselves prove fainting, and incapable of any tension of mind. More
business may he dispatched from four in the morning to ten, than from nine in the
morning to nine at night.

(:25) The original has swimming infull water.
22
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one to enquire after the rate of the perquisites they ‘are ‘drawing
from that oflice. Heretofore few men of piety and knowledge
could be found that would dare to take upon themselves such
an oflice, which consisting in decisions about property, exposed
their consciences to be answerable to God for errors and
misconceptions; nor could the Prince and his Ministers, after
an exact inquiry about people of good morals, and sufficient
knowledge and fear of God, prevail upon them, but by dint of
intreaties, to accept such oflices. They bestowed more of their
attention upon this part of administration than upon any other;
nor did they suffer that injustice should become justice by pre-
scription, or that any one should oppress another, at his will.
They took care to appoint proper persons in every branch of such
an office, and had rendered,extortion and bribery so odious, that
to call one a bribe-taker was resented much more, than if it had
been the most opprobrious word. It was in consequence of such
regulations and attentions that such men of virtuous principles
were found out, as reckoned bribery amongst the highest re.-
proaches, and thought it little short of infidelity, and apostacy;
whereas venality and bribery, as well as the art of. bringing
money by any whatever means, are now reckoned amongst the
greatest and most laudable qualifications of the knowing ones
of these our times; there being rulers and under-rulers, who
seek out men of such stamps, and think them the only ones
capable of business. Hear, ye men of penetration I and
benefit by the example. It was so very easy for poor men to
arrive at the very feet of the Emperor’s, and to obtain redress,
that when, notwithstanding all these precautions, and all these
attentions, some oppression chanced to take place, we have
instances of oppressed ones, who would sometimes come from
two or threes months’ journey, and obtain audience, and expose
their complaint; and be they the poorest of men, they were
sure of being righted against the most powerful adversary. Now
that it is exceedingly difficult even to men of the most illustrious
descent to approach the Governor and the men in office ; now that
the English seldom visit or see anyof us, the distressed inhabitants
of this country; to obtain justice is become a very difficult busi-
ness, a very operose article ; or if any one us, by the strength
of his introductor, or the weight of some forcible reason, chances
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to be admitted for once or twice, it avails little, as the Gentlemen,
in consequence of their being engrossed by a variety of public
and private affairs of importance amongst themselves, have no
attention to spare for the concerns of the people of this land;
and as their Mootusuddies or ofiicers and dependants, are always
-men of such a stamp, that being at all times afraid of some
discovery about the lining of their coats, they cannot bear that
-any one of the oppressed ones should come near their masters.
From thence we can easily conclude what is likely to be the fate
of the unfortunate people of this land, and how their sufferings
are likely to end. Possibly is it, their peculiar fate, that after
having been subjected by Providence to the yoke of these
strangers, they are still destined to find them such inattentive
rulers, as do not think it worth their. while to mind the welfare
of those prostrate?! at their feet, and such supine masters, as do
make nothing of leaving them at the disposal of their own servants
and substitutes; although, however, nothing should be soimportant
to a Sovereign, as the care of the subject, and he ought never
to lose sight of the Indian adage,-— _

“ Do not refer his complaint to your Divan,
“ Since his complaint is probably against that very Divan."

Amidst such scenes of oppression on one side, and inatten-
tion on the other, we ought to praise God, that at the end of the
year I r95, the ofiice of Daroga of the Court of Justice, together
with the Fodjdary, was taken from the hands of the Indians, and
transferred to the English Gentlemen immediately; by which
revolution the oppressions and sufferings of the people of this
land have been upon the whole somewhat alleviated. But as their
oflicers and dependants are a set of people always prone to
offer injustice ; and these are entrusted with all the details, as
well as Deputyships, whilst they make it a point to uphold the
corruption and indolence of their masters ; it happens that they
become in fact the centre and hinge of all decisions; and all
matters come to pass through their hands unavoidably, as it
appears undeniably that such of their masters, as are preposed
to these offices, will not, or cannot, attend personally to their
duties. So that there is still left in the sneaker much of the late
broth. “ 0 Goa’, come to the asristqnce of your aflictedpeople,
" and set open some ‘ door through which they may escapefront
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"oppression !” But let us return to our narrative about the
several offices set up formerly by our Sovereigns.

Th‘ Mum“ The Muhtasib (or Clerk of the Market) was established for
,9,‘ 3,, om“, tthe purpose of inspecting weights and scales, exposing to view
ggagzfiiggn the false bottoms and artifices of Corn-meters and Scale-men,
:l=right:;urpea- and for fixing the price of grain and other similar commodities-
mu-k',¢,_ He had a great salary, and some fees; but the latter were rather

honorary; and the intent was to render him alert in putting a
stop to all altercations and disputes between buyer and seller,
by disabling the latter from over-reaching the other. The puni-
tion and coercion of the disorderly and insolent was also of his
resort. It was his business in particular to take care that no
drunken men, or any other people, out of their senses, should
walk loose throughout the markets ; that no injury or insolence
should be offered to any one, by threat, action, or infamous
words; and that modest women, obliged sometimes to cross a
street or- a market, should not be exposed to any insult or in-
decency, from the voice, hand, or sound of the profligate and
thoughtless. But now, every one does as he pleases. The
Muhtasibs take a great deal more perquisites than were hereto-
fore their due ; and in one and the same city the prices of grain
vary in the same market, at the distance of three or four shops,
nay of three or four yards; and the differences, varieties, and
rogueries in weights and scales are risen to such a height, as
not to‘. be conceivable. Moreover, not only all the markets and
thoroughfares are thronged with disorderly people, and disorderly
houses, but every street and every corner is infected with
drinking-shops and tippling-houses, with here and there groups of
drunken servants,butlers,harcarras, qhalassies( 126), and sipahis,
but especially of servants belonging to the English, a set of

v disorderly people, who, availing themselves of the respect paid
to the men in power to whom they belong, and of the influence
they acquire by their being linked together, make nothing of
lying in wait, sometimes half naked and half drunk, and quarrel-
ling without an antagonist; nor do they make any difficulty of
doing and saying whatever they please, and to whom they please ;

>.'"

(126) This word, which comes from Qkalass, free, signifies sailors and seamen ;
and this name was given to sea-faring people, because when ones on board, they
were freed from the searches and aninudversion of lond~justloe. V
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So that Gentlemen accustomed to decency and respect, are at a
loss how to go from their homes, upon urgent business, through
a market, or along a street, and how“ to come back again, without
being entangled within some mischance or other, in consequence
of the words or actions of those insolent people; nor is it un-
common to see them recommend themselves to God Almighty's
safeguard on their going out, and to wish they may come back
without being forced into some mischance.

The Vacaa-nuviss, or Remembrancer, or Gazetteer, and
the Sevana-nuviss, or Historiographer, and the I-larcara, or Spy,
were appointed for writing down the events that might happen in
the respective provinces, territories, and districts of their re-
sidence. Their duty was to inhabit such cities and towns as
were the seats of command and Government, to the end that
they might have it in their power to write down at day-break
such events as should have" happened the whole day and night
before, and to send the paper to the Emperor. There were
posts established, that carried the dispatches, with all speed,
and in all weathers, to Court, where a Daroga or Inspector
examined the same; after which he reduced to a concise
exposition the substance of such as deserved the Imperial notice,
presenting at the same time, the whole detail as forwarded by the
provincial intelligencers. Nevertheless whatever amongst those
papers was addressed personally to the Emperor, was sacred,
and could not be set open by any other hand than his own. It
was perused by the Monarch himself, who alone could break
the seal, and he alone ordered what he thought proper about
the contents. By these means the Emperor was informed of
every private man's affairs. He knew what one had done to his
neighbours at four hundred leagues from Court, and what the
latter had done to others; and what such an one wanted from
such another, and what this other pretended from his antagonist;
he knew all that, and gave directions accordingly. Nor was it
uncommon for him to be informed by such achannel of the
requests and wishes of the concerned ones; nor at all extra-
ordinary to see directions arrive at the cities of‘ their residence
long before their private petitions could have reached the Court.
So that the petitioners often had gained their cause in the middle
of la distant province, sometime _before they had agreed upon
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the wording of their petitions. But all this correspondence
was for the Emperor's personal inspection only; for if at any
time it came to appear, that the secret Gazetteer, or the Remem-
brancer, of any other public officer, had himself found means
to acquire the least interest with the imperial Princes, or with-
the Grandees of the Court, or with the men in eminent station, or
was in any connections with them ; such a man was forthwith
dismissed, and another appointed in his stead ; and to this purpose
there are yet extant notes written by the Emperor Aoreng-zib’s
hand, to his own Vezir, Assed-qhan ; and here is a copy of one:

Corr or A Non or Aozsuo-zrs~AA|.uu-gr-na -ro ms Vezla.

“ My grandson, Mahmed-muéz-eddin(Iz7), has been writing
“ to me to recommend N. N. Remembrancer, of such a province.
“ Of course something must be done for him; but yet, the marf
“is to be dismissed from that office directly, that the Gazetteer."
“ may remember to write Gazettes no more.

"'As interest has taken place, abilities have been obscured;
" And a hundred sorts of films have covered his eye-balls(l28)."

But the answer he sent to that grandson himself, is still
more curious. Here it is:

" Dutiful sons, that are acquainted with their father's temper,
“do not write recommendations in behalf of Gazetteers, and
" such sort of people. Your request is granted, and the man has
“been promoted accordingly; but yet, he has been dismissed
" froin that oflice. Do not commit the like offence again. "

In short, as amongst the arts of government, information,
and knowledge of the state of the land and of its inhabitants,

(127) He that reigned afterwards under the name of Djehandar-shah.
(I28) These are verses of the Emperor's composition, a Prince, who used to

write an infinity of notes and letters with his own hand, and always to add at the
end, or any elsewhere, some verses of his own. To s relation of his, Viceroy of
Bengal, who had slided into some Hindoo customs, &e., 61.0., he wrote a letter of
reprimand, which ended by these two elegant distichs:

Destar-i Zaafraani, ber fer,
O0 Djarné-i Erghavanl, der ber
Sen sherlf, _Chehel shesh: ’
Aafrin, ber in rish oo vesh. _ _,

thing but A yellowturbsnt upon the head,
And a crimson cost upon the shoulder;

Olli- Your Hlghnus B, I believe, full forty-six’:
Thisisnekiag lodesdsbhslpduss of yourbelsdandmisu.
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hold a ‘principal rank; and the interest of the 'Legislator's in
gathering knowledge, is always to tranquillise and quiet the
people of God, by whose providence the Princes and Rulers
have come to have the command and power over them ; and as
the happiness and ease of the subject is their main concern;
so, to obtain the above end, no less than four persons have
been appointed to discharge the duties of this one office of
intelligence, to wit, the Vacaéiy-nugar or Remembrancer, the
Sevanah-nugar or Gazetteer, the Qhofiah-neviss or Secret-
writer, and the I-iarcara or Spy, to the end, that should any
_one or any two of them attempt to send in writing an unfaithful
‘account, still the truth and real state of things might soon be in-
vcstigated, by comparing their information with the accounts
written by the two or three others; a discovery always followed
by -the disgrace o_f the faithless or uninformed writer, who never
failed to be dismissed from a post of honour and afiiucnce, and
to be consigned to shame and distress. Now all those offices
being suppressed it comes to pass that, not only in villages, but
-in towns and in renowned cities, the servants, the favourites,
the dependants, nay very often, the very spies and emissaries
.o_f a Zemindar, having wriggled themselves into the service of
Government, commit upon the inhabitants a variety of opressions
and exactions, and always with the utmost safety ; nor is there
found a single man to ask them what they are doing; so far from
there being any one to inflict a condign chastisement upon them.
It is then worth an observer's while to examine what kind of Gov.
ernment existed then,and how matters stand now; and what were
_the circumstances of the subject then, and what they are to-day.

The Fodjdars were next in rank to the Nazems, or Military
Governors of the,.provinces, and men of great distinction and
-note. Some of them exerted themselves so meritoriously as to
leave behind them the very Nazems themselves, in whatever
could promote the imperial service. Their exertions were so
_continual and so strenuous, that those officers were sometimes
more in favour with the Court than the latter, and often obtain-
_ed more credit, and became objects of graces without number.
-These officers were fixed in each Soobahdary or Viceroyalty, ac-
-cording to its extent, and the number of refractory Zemindars or
great, Landlords in it; and severalof these had under their
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commands bodies-of some hundreds of troopers,and were decorat-
ed with the military degrees-of athousand horse, some of a thous-
and five hundred, of two thousand, of two thousand five hundred,
and some few of three thousand, and as far as four thousand»
with a number of effective troopers, according to their stations,
or the necessities of their post. They marched in state, with
standards displayed, and kettle-drums beating, and lived with
splendour and dignity in those towns and fortresses, which were
fixed and reserved for their residences. All these, together with
the Mansoobdars, the Paymasters, the Remembrancers, the
Gazetteer, the Secret-writer, the Head Spy, the Cazy or Iudge,
the Mufty or Bishop, the Sadr or Grand Almoner, the Muhtasib
or Clerk of the Market, the lmperial Divan, and the Daroga or
Superintendent of the Justice-office, down to the very head mes-
senger or Mirdaha, and down to his peons or messengers, and
-to the very Book-binder of that spot; all these were immediate
servants of the Crown. Every one of these held their oflices
immediately under the Emperor, but were attached to some
particular part of the country, and fixed to some particular
duty; but in such a manner, however, as to be totally in-
dependent from the Nazem ; nor could any great man or Gov-
ernor-General divest the lowest of them, or turn him out of his
ofliqe. As to the officers of the Divany, they were dependants
of the lmperial Divan, or General-receiver, in whatever related
-to revenue and finances; but the Mansobdars or Military dig-
-nitaries with their paymasters and troops, were all dependent
on the Fodjdar, who gave orders about an-aying and marching
-their corps, chastising malefactors, or coercing turbulent people.
The Fodjdar’s special business was to take care that no over.
grown Zemindar should make provisions of war instruments,
such as musquets, or wall-pieces, in any great quantity, or
"should put in repair any old fort, or raise a new one on his own
account. But if notwithstanding all those precautions, the Zemin-
dar should avail himself so far of some neglect or connivance,
or chance, as to compass any such design, then the Fodjdar was
to ‘require him to surrender the above articles, and to dismiss
his troops. And in case of obedience, the Zemindar was to be
‘forthwith removed from that spot and Zemindary; but in case
‘he attempted to resist, then the Fordjdar was to ‘attack him
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immediately, to chastise him with severity, to demolish his
castle, and to act with so much expedition and vigour, as that
the refractory land-holder should be reduced to extremity, and
henceforward obliged to wear in his ear the ring of obedience,
as well as to carry on his shoulders the trappings of submission,
in such a manner, as to have it no more in his power to disobey
or to resist. The Fodjdar was to drive the delinquent from that
spot, and never to suffer his residing again in it, unless by a
special order from higher authority; still less was he to suffer
him to recover a footing in his former possessions. But in case
he had been able to lay hold of him, he was to send him to the
Governor-General, prisoner and chained, or to keep him confined
until he might receive orders respecting the disposal of him.
These he was to put in force, and to execute in a time of tranquil-
lity; and meanwhile his business was to be attentive lest other
Zemindars should turn‘ refractory likewise, and invade the little
Djaghirs and possessions of those promoted to the enjoyment
of Aimas, Amlacs, and other charity-lands.

Another business of the. Fodjdar was to give chase to
banditti and highwaymen, so as to prevent their finding a place
of retreat; he was to hunt them down wherever he could dis-
cover any of their footsteps, and to put them to the sword as
soon as he had seen them. In short, wherever he could perceive
a malefactor, he was to pursue him incessantly, until he had torne
up by the roots the hairs of his existence and power; and in
case any one of those banditti should assemble in troops, and dare
to appear in such bodies as might bafflle or elude the exertions
of one single Fodjdar, then the neighbouring Fodjdars were,
upon his requisition, to join him forthwith, and to fall together
upon the malefactors, driving them from post to post, and giving
them combat upon combat, and engagement after engagement,
until they had extirpated the whole of them. Nor did any
banditti in those times dare to shew their faces in any of the
lands belonging to the Revenue-oflice, or in the Amlacs, and
Altimghas given to necessitous people ; nor did they attempt
to oppress or plunder even the lowest of the tenants or farmers
resident on them.

With regard to the particular stations appointed to the
Fodjdars in other provinces, lhave not any information sufiicient
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on that head, nor would such a list answer any great purpose.
But as to the stations heretofore appointed to them in the prov-
inces of Bengal and Azim-abad, I know something of them, as
numbers of them have lived, for years together, with honour and
splendour in their offices, and they had formed friendships and
alliances with the Governors of these countries. Now as our
_family has enjoyed commands and offices in those two provinces,
I can afford a thorough notice of them ; and as a mention of
them would be proper here, and in its place, it is hereby offered
to the public, and is as follows : The eight Sercars, or grand
divisions of the province of Azim-abad were Shah-abad and
Rhotas, Mongher and Bahar, Champaran and Sarun, Tirhoot
and Hadjipoor. These had Fodjdars stationed, each of them
with a body of from five hundred to one thousand five hundred
cavalry, or more or less, with a proportional number of those
Imperial officers mentioned just above, every one of whom were
immediate ‘servants of the Emperor's. Those Fodjdars, upon
any sudden emergency of importance, used to leave deputies in
their stations, and to join together, in order to repair in a body
to the Nazem or Governor-General. Nay, when the matter
became past their united power, the Nazems of two or three con-
tiguous provinces joined together, without waiting for an express
order from Court, and they provided for such an emergency,as the
case required ; or if the matter chanced to be of such a magnitude
as exceeded their united efforts, it was provide for by the Emperor
himself, who receiving daily information from everypart of the
Empire, dispatched distinguished Generals from his Court, oreven,
if he saw fit, lmperial Princes, with considerable armies and large
trains of artillery, who had orders to exert themselves with
vigour in pursuing the expedition to a succesful issue, or as
long as any breath remained in theirbodies; and were exhorted to
exhibit their attachment to the State, as well- as their personal
valour, in bringing to an end an affair of that consequence.
Nevertheless, as some one happened sometirnesto shew a remiss-
ness in the discharge of such a duty, such alone was “forthwith ex-
posed to the E_mperor’s displeasure, tothe contenipt and derision
of his equals, and to a chastisement adequate to his demerits.

The province of - Bengal was also divided into
and,‘ by what l-can learn, ‘intojten districts__that had Fodjdars.
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lt was in the following order:_ Islam-abad-chatgam, Silhut,
Rangpoor, Rangamatty, the Castle of Djelal-gur-poorania, Radj-
mahal-acbar-nagar, Radj-shahy, Bardvan, Midnipoor, and Bacshy-
bender-hoogly. All those parts had Fodjdars ; but I)jehanghir-
nagar-daca had a Nazem of its own, with all the train of
Imperial oflicers, mentioned above. All these were attached
to their duties, and by their good government, the people
of God, as well as the nobles, enjoyed tranquillity and comfort;
all districts were well governed and quiet; and the people
of God, satisfied with the Emperor's.munificence and kindness,
were praying for stability to his reign, and length of days
to his life. They rehearsed the praises of his clemency and
benignity, knew no enemies but his, and no friends, but his
friends; nor did they see their own ease and happiness any-
where, but in the? ease and happiness of their Princes. With
their hearts and tongues, and hands and feet(129), they were
zealously attached to their Monarch, and to any thing that
appertained to him. In consequence of such administrations on
one side, and such sentiments on the other, the country was
populous and flourishing, beyond imagination; and the in-
habitants contented and happy, as well as sincere. They lived
with their doors open ; for the means of subsistence being easy,
and always at hand, the lowest, as well as the highest, contented
themselves with being busy only by day ; and at night they drank
long draughts from outof that cup~of ease and pleasure, which
was presented them by plenty and safety ; and they lived free from
cares and anxieties. The intent of command and sovereignty
was then no secret at all; it was abroad; and the truth and
sincerityof elevationand dignity were public, and exposed to every
one's sight. But the Empire having been declining these sixty
years past, the Emperors became negligent, and the Grandees
refractory and rebellious; so that every Nazem has set up for
independent and for a King. But yet, as none of these thought
of departing from those rules and maxims of government by
which the Empirehad hitherto flourished, their dominions con-
tinued to be in good condition, and their subjects lived easy and
contented ;so that few,» very few of them, knew anything of suffer-
ings and miseries; and matters remained in that condition, so
_.~-.+ , , _ . _ , ~ ,7 , ass ; < V

([89) "Literal translation. _
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late as the very time when Aaly-verdy-qhan possessed himself
of these three provinces, and chose his residence in the middle
of them. As he had a number of relations and friends, and most
of these were men of merit and abilities, he promoted them to
offices of importance and trust, in which they studied the welfare
of the people, entrusted to their care. For this Prince, although
naturally valorous, and of an ambitious, warlike turn of mind,
joined to his natural keenness and penetration, so much benignity
of temper towards his immediate subjects, and so much con-
descendence and lenity towards the Zemindars who behaved
dutifully, that he seemed like a father living in his family,
surrounded by his children and relations. He raised every one of
his friends to oflices, equal in dignity to that of Fodjdars, with-
out, however, suffering them to become negligent or oppressive.
Being studious of governing his subjects with every sentiment of
benignity, love, and tenderness, very different in that from his
predecessor, Ser-efraz-qhan, who suffered himself to be swayed
by partialities about religion and rites, he looked upon all his
subjects to be creatures of one and the same God, and brothers
of one and the same mother; and he used to promote Gentoos
and other dissenters, according to their merits, and just on a
footing with the Mussulmen themselves. In fact, these people
became his Ministers, and his men in office, were promoted to
dignities of five thousand horse, and to ofiices entrusted with affairs
of the utmost importance. No wonder then, if, having been made
partakers of his fortune and powers, they not only remained quiet
and happy, in the palm of that family's hand, but served it with
an exemplary zeal. And such a conduct was founded in reason,
as well as in policy; for an Emperor, or whoever may be in his
stead, being in fact the shadow of God, he must render himself
conformable to his prototype; and as the Almighty chooses to
suffer the diversity of clans and religions amongst his creatures
and He nourishes with an equal hand, those that obey and those,
that disobey or disregard His commands, so it becomes the
Princes and Rulers of this world to imitate, His goodness in
abstaining from such partialities, as would prove an inclination to
one side. _

In the reign of that family, the sums received from these-
countries were expended in these countries; SM! ¢0ndu<_;ed to
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their very flourishing circumstances. The inhabitants being
easy about their own livelihood, were attached to his Government,
lived quiet and happy during his long reign, nor did they ever
feel any inquietude about their subsistence ; no wonder after
that, if no disturbances whatever were ever so much as heard of
in his time, unless it was in a remote corner of these provinces,
Where resided some refractory Zemindars. At Azim-abad, for
instance, the Bodjpoorias used to commit now and then some
disorders; but the rest of these countries enjoyed abundance
with a profound tranquillity. Matters lasted on that footing,
until Aaly-verdy-qhan came to depart this life, after his three
nephews had already departed theirs; and then there came upon
the stage of the world such a man as Seradj-ed-dowla, a Prince
equally proud and ignorant, whose fate we have seen, and a Mir-
djaafer-qhan, a man destitute both of wisdom and common sense,
-as well as void of all religion, whose administration we have felt;
and it was these two men, with their successors, that gave a total
overthrow to all those institutes and maximsof justice and Govern-
ment, which had rendered these countries so very flourishing.

_ Under the English Government the principal Zemindars
being now their own masters, and the hinges of all business in
their own lands; and having been so lucky as to curry some
favour with their masters; and all this in contrariety to former
institutes, which held it as an invariable maxim, to keep them
low; these people do now just as they please, and in what man-
ner they please ; nor do they make any thing of fighting amongst
-themselves, and killing and slaughtering their subjects; whilst
the Fodjdar dares not to quarrel with them, and is even afraid
to give them an order, or to revenge the oppressed ones upon
those tyrants, or even. to reclaim from their hands the property
of those travellers whom they have despoiled. Or if at any time
the Fodjdar chances to receive any such thing from their hands,
he keeps it to himself, as if to verify those verses of Sheh-saady,
(upon whom be mercy for ever) :

“ Onoeasheep was by a stout man .
“ Rescued from thejaws andgrasp of n wolf;
“ But at night the man drew his knife and cut the sheep’: throat.
“ The lnimll, in expiring, did not fail to utter these words with I groan :
" To no purpose didat than motel: nufins tlu wolf’: gnu),
“ Siam at last thou you-rHa be o wolf thyself.
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it is from such men that the English have received these
countries ; and from them have they obtained all the instructions
they want. So that those strangers hearing, for instance, of the
Fodjdary office, and how useful and salutary it was in former
times, they have set up the like officers everywhere in their
dominions, and, in imitation of the ancient Princes of this
country, they bestow on them large sums of money, but yet to
very little purpose, and to no benefit at all. For the oflice
itself answers no other end in these days, than that of multiply-
ing oppression, and of tormenting in private and public the
inhabitants of those large towns and famous cities that had
served in times of yore for stations to the former Fodjdars;
insomuch that whilst the sobs and groans of the oppressed are
reaching the very canopy of heaven, those oiiicers go on approv-
ing themselves incapable of performing the brsiness expected
from them._ The Fodjdary of these new Fodjdars is entirely
pointed against the principal inhabitants of those large towns
and cities, as we have been mentioning; for now it consists
only in circumventing and involving unwary people, in every
artful accusation and chicanery which they can devise, that
they may squeeze fromuthem a few pence; and this they do,
without the least anxiety about their being called to an ac-
count, having already provided a strong interest with the head
of their'6rotherhood(13o), and knowing full well, how little
the English rare about what concern: ur, poor natives ; and how
little Hindortanies canfindaccess to the GovernonGeneral( 13 1),
or to the men in authority, so as to converse with them, and

(:30) Mahmed-reza-qhan.
(:3!) So the Author thought, at a particular calamitous crisis, when Governor

Hastings, groaning under the weight of an exterior multifarious war, that devour-
ed every resource of the Company, and harassed by intestine personal broils
that gave him no‘ rest, could afford very little of his time to private affairs; and
yet it was at that very time that any man who had business with him, might speak
to him from six in the morning to eight at night. But the Author did not mind
that the number of speakers amounted sometimes to thirty, and we have eountell
eighteen in a morning. There is anadage in India, which that nsverwlll
any man's worth be known, but when he is dead or gone. i-lifts gone afar now;
and if we may judge that extraordinary man by thestandartl of the public voice,
the tide of admiration and regret runs now very high in his fa'vour;,tho natives
are unanimous in his behalf, and even amongst the English, the dissenting voices,
if any at all, are but few. . - , -
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to make a representation of their grievances. Hence those
men go on in their iniquities with the greatest security, tor-
menting the people of God, by every artifice and oppression
they can contrive. So small a branch of business as this, which
in little cities was heretofore so easily performed by a Cutwal,
with honour to himself and advantage to the public, is found
to afford now employment for a. multitude of illustrious
Fodjdars, whose names and titles are such, that with the iproud
tip of their caps they seem to rub the canopy of heaven;
whilst by exercising every art of oppression and injustice,

As to the accusationsgbroughtlin general against the English by the natives,
they may amount to these: That of so many English that have carried away
spch Princely fortunes from this country, not one of them has ever thought
of showing his gratitude to it, by sinking a well, digging n pond, planting a public
grove, raising n caravansera, or building a bridge; and that even where there are
bridges already, they never fail to clog them with a toll, if they but make any
slight repairs to any of them. These accusations are true, but cannot, however,
much affect the national character of the English, who being to a man occasional
sojourners, have no time to conceive an affection for this country; and the proof
of this assertion may be found in the following particulars : Governor Hastings,
who lived long enough in this country to have conceived an affection for it, has
left ample proofs of his being a lover of it, as well as a keen-sighted Statesman. He
has built and endowed at Calcutta aSeminary of Mahometan law, n settlement
pointed out by policy itself, and useful to Government as well as to the natives.
He has established, in the uncultivated parts of Bengal, colonies of invalid Talin-
gas or Slpahees, to whom he has allotted waste lands, rent free; an establishment
so obvious, so common in the Roman and in the Gothic feudal Governments, so
like Colon1bus's egg, and which, however, never occurred to any one, but when it
was effected and done ; an establishment, which by conferring happiness on thousands
of natives, has riveted the English dominion in this country better than would a
hundred citadels. There is another important, very important, benefit conferred
by Governor Hastings on this country; a benefit so unknown in Europe, so much
unknown even to the English of Bengal, and nearly forgotten by the natives them-
selves, although they reap every day the advantages resulting from it. We mean
the suppression of those numerous cholreys and toll-houses, that infested all the
rivers, as well as every road in Bengal, twenty years ago. If then there remains
still some internal trade in Bengal; if some new branches of commerce have been
Introduced; if an Infinity of crimes, concussions, and oppressions of all sorts, have
been put an end to; if disparitions of boats and crews have become incomparably
I08 common, all that is owing to that suppression of those toll-houses, those sinks
of all alines; crimes and oppression: which all the world were exelaiming against,
but which none but himself hadelther the geniusor the courage to put an end to,
by n decisive strobe that has secured twenty-five lses of customs to the Company
with no less else to the governed, than to the Governors.
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they render themselves odious and contemptible in every blind
alley, as well as in every frequented market. Nor does it
appear that their office, as established by the Governor-General
and Committee throughout the Company’s dominions, consists
in any thing more than in suppressing the banditti, highwaymen,
and thieves; in punishing those that dare betake to that pro-
fession ; in hindering people from killing or plundering each other,
and in providing against theft, fornication, and murder. All this
business was easily done in the times of Aaly-verdy-qhan, as
well as long before him, by the Cutvals in great cities, and even
elsewhere by thousands of little Aamils and little Regissers who
performed it better than these pompous Fodjdars of our days
did at any time. The difference between those gentlemen, on
one hand, and the Cutvals and Rcgissers of former times, on the
other, consists in this, that these last, for fear of accusations and
after-reckonings, did not dare to commit any oppressions, or
insolences; whereas their successors, proud of their dignities and
conections, and sensible of the neglect of the English in these
matters, fear no man, and dread no consequence, but launch into
every oppression which they can think of, endeavouring espe-
cially to circumvent by every species of chicanery, and to render
contemptible and of small account, those men of ancient families"
and high descent, and especially such as have made it a point to‘
keep clear oi them; and ii at any time complaints find their way
to the Governor-General, they are hushed down by the authority
and mediation of their head protector; who, for fear of accusa.
tions against himself, and of consequent dismission to his people,
puts in motion so many resorts, and sacrifices so much money,-
that the poor injured one is kept asunder from inspection;
and redress.

And now that we have been exposing, in a succinct, cursory
manner, the institutes and maxims of this land, and have pointed
out what end was intended in each of them by our ancient Law-
givers, it becomes our duty as l-litorians, to relate what‘ is
become of the intent and aim of those institutes in these ourdays;
and to explain briefly, and with the candor of a faithful witness,
such parts of the English Government as difler totally from, or
even clash essentially with, the customs and usages by
which -these countries have once flourished; for it is to this
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diversity of customs and institutes, and to that contrariety alone,
that we must recur, whenever we attempt to account for that
constant failure which has attended every endeavour of theirs in
whatever tended to bring order into this country ; and it is to that
cause alone that we are to look up for the origin of those troubles
and those confusions that have been, and are, the bane and ruin
of the inhabitants of this country. Let this animadversion of ours
stand asa monument, that has found favour with the minds of the
enlightened ones. Let it be instrumental in giving aturn to con-
fusion, in transforming it into order, and in rendering it conducive
to the relief of the oppressed people of God, as well as to the
comfort of those that are suffering in their minds for the sakes
of the oppressed ones. O Gad, ! I ask Yourgrace. Vouclzsafe
me Your a:sz'stam'e(132).

It must be observed, first of all, that since the conquest
made by the English of these three provinces, this country seems
to have had no master at all, and this, because there is no
apparent owner whose children and offspring might be interested
in inheriting his estate. This is so far true, that even on the
supposition that the English nation at large are the owners of
this land, still shall it be acknowledged that the Company is not
one individual. lt is a numerous body ; nor are the Members
of it permanent. On the contrary, they are daily renewed ; so
that whoever chooses to employ his money that way, has only
to join his stock to theold fund, and from that moment he
becomes an associate, and is a Member of the Company ; and
therefore the constituent parts are never permanent; nor is any
supreme ruler appointed, to whom every one, from year to year,
may be obliged to render an account, and to shew his face. No
wonder then, if inso short a period as these twenty years past,
these countries have been blessed by no less than six or seven
persons preposed to the Government of Bengal. Hence it comes
to pass, that the man who is to be appointed, is not certain of
his stay, nor has he full power over his business; he must
consult and manage with four or five men that are called the
Committee; and these are perpetually at variance with each
other, and perpetually in suspense about their own staying, and
their being succeeded by another. If then a house that has

(132) A passage of the Coran.
. 24
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no owner is not likely to be tenanted, and such a house is likely
to totter for want of repairs, and at last will become ruinous in
a little time; so likewise a country of this immense extent,
having no apparent master, must in time cease to flourish, and
at last must fall to decay. And what shall we answer to a man
that will tell us that a stranger always wants to draw his own
profit, be it from a house or from a kingdom; that intent on his
own views, he little cares about what ruins shall remain after
him; and that it becomes highly improbable that for the benefit
of his successors, himself meanwhile should forego his personal
advantage by taking care that nothing be spoiled? Only if he
be inclined to mind future examinations and after-reckonings,
he will be cunning enough to manage so as that the ruin he is
likely to leave behind be not imputable to him. Nor are we to
expect that future Governors will be inclined to afford many
exceptions to such a rule ; for it is certain that all that has been
performed by Governor Hushtin, was on the mere strength of
his own genius, and by taking the events upon himself without
being moved by the perpetual opposition which he continually
received from the Members of the Committee, or being sensibly
discouraged by their rancorous dispositions. Such an exception
is too uncommon to be deemed a rule. It is what he alone had
the courage to undertake, and what no one but himself would
have dared to venture upon, and what no one, to this day,
has attempted. Such an instance proves nothing against our
assertion; for still will it be found, that in consequence of the
necessity of yielding a little, and of paying a regard to the
Members of the Committee, and in consequence of the dissentions
that arose amongst them, many a valuable occasion has been lost ;
and it will be confessed by both sides that many a good business
has been spoiled and undone for want of concert. Nor have we
done with these broils yet, for we have yet to see in what manner
all that great man's endeavours are likely to terminate.

Nor is this case singular ; it is that of all the persons under
his Government. For the six districts into which the English had
divided this country, are each of them governed by five or six
persons, all disagreeing amongst themselvesfand each of them a
prey to endless divisions and disputes; nor is there a head over
them all, with full power and authority. On the contrary, he that
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might be their head, has not himself any hopes of his remaining
long in his post; so that intent upon his own concerns, he keeps
his ears eternally pricked up against every report of change and
confirmation. Besides all that, there is another defect, and which
is this : That if these five or six happen to differ essentially about
any matter of importance, they are obliged to apply to the Gov-
ernor and Council, and to wait for orders from thence. And this
Governor and Council, obliged to partage their attention betwixt
that infinity of public transactions and businesses that concern
their dominions and conquests ; and that other infinity of matters
that concern their own state of personal warfare ; what betwixt
watching oyer their dominions in these provinces, and answer-
ing very long letters from Europe ; guarding against their
-national enemies abroad, both in Europe and Hindostan, and
providing against'personal enemies at home; betwixt examining
accounts of corors of rupees and providing for the Company’s
mercantile purchases ; betwixt receiving as Sovereigns the
revenues of so many dominions in their old and new conquests 3
what with these, and an infinity of other avocations, public or
private, these men, with such a load of business on their
shoulders,ehave no time to answer letters of Provincial Councils,
or to give the proper orders thereon. They dispatch what
business they think most urgent, and write answers to the
Provincial Councils, just as they find time and opportunity ; else
matters remain at a stand for years together, in those parts, or
are deteimined, at last, as the Provincial Councillors can agree
together, or as it appears expedient to the foremost of them, or
as it is most easy of execution, whether right or wrong.

Were any of those Gentlemen preposed to the direction of
affairs, with a responsibility attached to his office; and were
the regulation of those Provincial parts fixed on him, and himself
allowed to stay long enough in his office to acquire knowledge
and credit, so as to be convinced assuredly that the bad or good
state of such a city would be laid to his account, and imputed to
his management; there is no doubt but that such a man would
look upon such a city as his own freehold, and would exert
himself to the utmost of his power in promoting its welfare;
there is no doubt but that such a man, for fear of after-reckon-
ings about a diminution of inhabitants and revenues, would
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give himself no rest in quieting and cherishing the subject, and
in making that district flourishing and happy, whereby the
country would become more populous, and himself would be the
better for it in his private concerns. But as the Councils and
Committees are packed up now, every one of the Members is
intent only upon removing every suspicion of fault or mis-
behaviour from his own~person, and making it fast upon his
neighbour's shoulders; after which he thinks himself safe. No
wonder then, if they are eternally at variance with each other.

It appears by ancient records that go back as far as the
creation of the world, that whenever these countries have been
invaded by foreign armies, the conquerors always divided into
two distinct bodies, that had different views. Some of them,
who did not intend to stay, and thought only of slaughter and
plunder, made haste to display the standard of return, and to
begone, as soon as they had got plunder and booty enough to
gratify their avarice. Those men, wanting from this land jewels
only and money, by whatever means they might be obtained,
killed and plundered as fast as they could, and then went away.
But there were others that thought in a quite dilierent manner;
and these intending ,to settle for ever, and to fix the foot of
‘residence and permanency in these countries, had a mind of
turning their conquest into a patrimony for themselves, and of
making it their property and their inheritance. These never
failed*to assemble as many as had remained from the slaughter,
and to cherish them in the palm of the hand of benevolence.
These bent the whole strength of their genius in securing the
happiness ofntheir new subjects; nor did they ever abate any
thing from their efforts, until they had intermarried with the
natives, and got children and families from them, and had
become naturalized. Their immediate successors having learned
the language of the country, behaved to its inhabitants as
brothers of one mother and one language. And although the
Gentoos seem to be a generation apart and distinct from the
rest of mankind, and they are swayed by such differences in
religion, tenets, and rites, as will necessarily;-irender all Musul-
men aliens and profane, in their eyes; and although they
keep up a strangeness of ideas and practices, which beget
a wide difference in customs and actions ; yet in process of
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time, they drew nearer and nearer; and as soon as fear and
aversion had worn away, we sec that this dissimilarity and alien-
ation have terminated in friendship and union, and that the two
nations have come to coalesce together into one whole, like milk
and sugar that have received a simmering. In one word, we
have seen them promote heartily each other's welfare, have
common ideas, like brothers from one and the same mother, and
feel for each other, as children of the same family ; and this is
so far true, that from the moment the son of the new Prince had
acquired the name of presumptive heir, from that moment
submission and acquiescence became athing of course, and an
article of fashion, every one yielding to him a willing obedience,
and thinking that none was so worthy of dominion and govern-
ment as himself. And this sense of attachment became recipro-
cal; for the reigning Emperor and his Imperial Prince, looking
henceforward upon this land to be their patrimony and inheritance,
conceived as much affection for their new subjects, as if they
had been their children ; fully sensible that they would all join
together so heartily in repelling the common enemy, as to make
him lose every hope of any public or private assistance. For
such is Sheh-Saady's opinion and precept, in these two verses:

The subject is a tree, if you cherish it;
You will cat of its fruit, to your heart‘: desire. '

“Those Princes, therefore, thoroughly sensible that the
strength and firmness of their Government and power rested on
the number and case of their subjects, and the consequent cul_ti-
vation of the land, did" every thing in their power to keep them
quiet and happy; and this is that which rendered their dominions
flourishing, and the generality of their people contented and
wealthy, and also submissive.

vsnszs or snnov.
Be kind to the subject and fqlruothing from foreign wars;
For when‘: king. ts just, the love bf his subject 1." for him a mighty army.
I-have had myself opportunities of seeing with my own

eyes, and of hearing with my own ears, the consequences of
good and-bad ‘government ; and this happened at the time when
the Shah-zada-aaly-goher, who is now our Emperor, under the
name of Shah-aalem, was waging war against the English nation
in the plains of Azim-abad. As soon as itbecame certain that
the lmperial Prince intended an expedition into the province of
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Bahar, and that he was coming to Azim-abad, there was not an
inhabitant, or a citizen, who, on the strength of the -favours and
good government which they had formerly-experienced from the
Prince’: forefathers and ancestors, 'd‘id not pray for victory to
him, and for prosperity to his undertaking; they seemed to have
but one mouth and but one heart, om that subject, although not
one of them had yet received any favour-‘from him, or tasted of
the crumbs that might have fallen from the table of His Goodness.
But when he came himself, and they experienced from his unruly
troops, and from his disorderly Generals, every.act of Oppression
and extortion imaginable ; and, on the other hand, they sawcve'ry
day what a strict discipline the English. oflicers of those days did
observe, and how those amongst them that travelled, carried so
strict a hand upon their people, as to suffer not a blade of grass
to be touched or spoiled, and no kind of injury to be offered to
the feeblest man; then indeedthe scales were turned, and when
the same Prince m'ade his second and third expedition into those
parts, I ‘heard the people load him with imprecations, and pray
for victory and prosperity to the English army. But _ those
same people feel nothing for them now, fully sensible that these
new rulers pay no regard or attention to the concerns of Hindo-
stanies, and that they suffer them to be mercilessly plundered,
fleeccd, oppressed, and tormented by those officers of their
appointing, and by their other dependants; those same people, l
say, (‘reduced now to despair, have altered their language, and
totally changed in their hearts, on finding that their rulers had
so far altered from what they had seemed to be.

Amongst the various grievances complained of, this is one of
the most stinging kind. The head Harcara,or head Spy, in several
of the best English houses, never fails to become their Major
Domo, and the hinge upon which turn most transactions, although
he should be,as he isin general,a rnan of the lowest clan, andof the
vilest kin'd(t33). This man, for the sake of shewing his power, is
ever disposed to use Gentlemen of ancient or illustrious families
in an unworthy manner., Should anypnc of those unfortunate

U33)’ Thin are in I-Iindin clans, or doomed from all eternity toeon-
tcynpt. hdmillatlon Ind to the lowest and modt loath Inc olleen of society; nor
will an lndlsn, although ready enough to put up withiforofgner or any other mam
hesr to sosany of those vile-born fgllows in ofieo, a olieney which is interwoven
in the Hindinn religion 4..d temper, and which too little attended to.
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men, tired of eternal insults and stoppages, carry his humiliation
so faras to submit to such usage, and dishonor himself by making
a present, he is allowed to walk farther within the house, and to
appear in the master’s presence; else, if he pretend to intrench
himself within the prerogative of his rank and birth, he from
that moment becomes exposed to a variety of afironts and in-
dignities, and he is suffered to languish in the yard with the
crowd, without being ever permitted to go as far as the master's
hall of audience. This head Spy, already linked and in con.
federacy with the Moonshy, (or Persian Secretary),and the Divan,
(or confidant), as well as with every one of the dependants of
that house, gives what turn he pleases to any petitioner's business,
and meanwhile he enjoys the highest influence in the decision ;
whilst Gentlemen of high descent and great pretensions are left
in the anti-chamber, ranged against the wall like so many statues‘
and in fact they are deemed so many by-standers of no account.
This grievance is to be found, not in this or that house, it is found
in all. Every man in office has such a household, upon such a
pattern, and suchaset of people about him; and although he be not
the actual ruler of the country, yet wherever he goes, he is sure of
acting as Sovereign. Now every householdlbeing composed of
such a set of servants, as have been described, it follows that as
the people of this land stand, every one of them, in the relation of
subjects, with respect to the English, it may be easily conceived
what must be the case of the former, and how little probability
there is for theiryielding a blind obedience to sue}: a numerous set
ofmasters, and to such numerous set:ofservant: anddependants.

The second cause, which contributes to raise a wall between
the conquerors and the conquered, is their differing in language,
as well as in almost every action and every custom in life.

The tongue, which is the key of the treasures of the heart
and mind, and which serves as a medium to strengthen the bands
of society, as well as an organ to unlock the secrets of the heart,
happens to be deprived of its oifice between the Hindostanies
and the English. Most of the English Gentlemen do not under-
stand the language oi their subjects, and none of these last
understand a word of English. It follows, of course, that a
company of I-Iindians, having business with their English rulers,
looks very muchlilre a number of pictures set up against the
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wall; and this happens not only because the Gentlemen having
always a deal of business of their own to transact, cannot afford
much of their time to others, but chiefly because they’ cannot
understand each other, and are unable to have a communication
of ideas. Whence it follows that no benefit is reaped by either’
description of men from such an intercourse ; but as the Hindians
are always the petitioners, they always prove the greatest losers
from that inconvenience, being always at a loss what to do next.
And it the Moonshy or the Divan happen to be the interpreter
of communication, and the canal of comprehension and expla-
nation, it becomes necessary for the petitioner that, after having
said a few words to the master, he explains the rest entirely to
the Moonshy, on which occasion the latter asks the whole matter
over again; and it is seldom but the suitor is thereby put oft‘
his guard, and gives rise to much discontent and much dissatis-
faction on either side. Were these men now, who rule every-
where, to remain for a length of time in command, they would
become acquainted with the language, customs, and usages of
one district, and would acquire a full knowledge of the several
individuals that dwell in the same; nor is there any doubt, but
that they would rule much better, and become much likelier to
promote the welfare of the people, than would be a stranger,
who plways comes thoroughly unacquainted with either men,
language, or country.

On the other hand, as these rulers have all their necessaries
from their own country, it follows that the handycraftsmen and
artificers of this land suffer constantly, live in distress, and find
it difficult to procure alivelihood suflicient to support their lives.
For as the English are now the rulers and the masters of this
country, as well as the only rich men in it, to whom can those
poor people look up for ofiering the productions of their art,
so as to benefit by their expenses ? It is only some artificers
that can find a livelihood with the English, such as carpenters,
silver-smiths, iron-smiths, &c; nay, they subsist upon better
terms than they did under the Hindostany Government, and
possibly two or three trades more, the names whereof I cannot
now recollect, may fare the better for these strangers. But as
to those numerous artifieers of other denominations, they have no
other resource left than that of begging or thieving. Numbers,
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therefore have already quitted their homes and countries ; and
numbers unwilling to leave their abodes, have made a covenant
with hunger and distress, and ended their lives in a corner of
their cottages. To heighten this picture now, let us imagine
that at such a time of general distress and want of employment
as this, when to get a meal at night is become a matter of so
much difliculty, we are perpetually cursed with shoals of peons
or messengers, and constables of the Fodjdary office, all let
loose upon the necessitous people, whom they torment by every
invention which chicane and accusation can contrive. These
wretches, under pretence of diet-money to themselves, harass the
people with so much cruelty, that the shaft has sunk to the quick,
and the knife ‘has cut through to the bone ; and it is thus that
the Fodjdary oflice, originally set up for the ease of the subject,
has been perverted into a scene of extortion and tyranny. Nor
does such an evil come alone and by itself ; it comes along with
the want of employment, and the want of subsistence, and over
and above the vexation of being often impressed for public
service. Nor does that evil make any distinction betwixt the
high, the low, or the middling ;- nor is there any one to recur to
in so much distress, but God Almighty. As the English Gentle-
men, to rid themselves of the necessity of hearing these poor
people, have made them over to the Fodjdars ; and these Fodjdars,
with their substitutes, find their own welfare in undoing these
poor people; they go on without remorse in their iniquitous
proceedings, and make nothing of spreading every day upon
their table the carcass of some wretched, as an addition to their
dessert. .

The melting of the candle alfords a hold to the moth:
The oppressor finds his livelihood close to the oppressed.

Thanks be to God, that since the Fodjdar-y has been taken
from the Indians, and lodged in the hands of English Gentlemen,
these violences have ceased, and the weather has a little clear-
ed up for the poor. May God grant that, in other matters like-
wise, evil may be changed into good !

The third cause that hinders the tranquillity of the country,
and proves a bar to the happiness of the people, may be found
out in the endless variations in the persons appointed to posts
of trust and charges of importance. ,

. 25
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In this country the custom was, first of all, to enquire-

thoroughly into any one's faculties and abilities, to examine
into his fitness and into the goodness of his character, and
then to appoint him to an oflice, where, as soon as his talents,
his exactitude, and his good management had been put to the
test, he was confirmed, of course; and he acquired daily an
experience, which enabled him to dispatch business with so
much vivacity and steadiness, that life was like a parterre laid
out with odoriferous flowers of delightful hues. But these rules
and maxims are not adhered to by the English. They appoint
to ofiices, at their pleasure, or on powerful recommendation, or
on the seniority of rank, without minding whether the appoint-
ed is completely incapable of fulfilling his duty, or unlikely
ever after to acquire abilities. For it has been often experienced,
that one of them being appointed to an office, to which he was
a complete stranger, managed so well as to acquire a stock of
knowledge and abilities that would now entitle him to such an
appointment, of course, were he to be appointed hereafter to it;
when lol presently such a man was transferred elsewhere, and
another appointed in his stead, who was as complete a stranger
to the duties of that station as had been the former; and whera
as the English have besides a custom of coming for a number
of years, and then of going away to pay a visit to their native
country, without any one of them shewing an inclination to fix
himself in this land; hence ignorance and incapacity come to be
transmitted from hand to hand. And as they join to that custom
that other one of theirs, which every one of those emigrants holds
to be of Divine obligation, I mean, that of scraping together as
much moneyin this countryas they can, and carryingit inimmense
sums to the kingdom of England ; so it is not surprising at all if
these two customs, blended together, should be ever undermining
and mining this country, and should become an eternal bar to its
ever flourishing again. The case was different heretofore. It
was these Gentlemen that imported every year gold and silver
,into this land, where joining that which was already in the land,
it procured an abundant circulation, and promoted every-one's
good. Still notwithstanding all those discouragements, it hap-

sometimes that a man once promoted to an oflice, acquires
in a course of years such a stock of knowledge, and such abilities,
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as afford hopes of his continuing in it, and of his ruling accord-
ing to those abilities of his which he has been at so much pains
to hoard up; when straight there comes upon him a group of
two or three men from Europe, who know nothing of business,
but are superior to him in rank, or seniority, or influence; and
these take possession of his post, while the man of abilities and
merit, disgusted and discontented at his being deprived of what
he deserved, thinks of going home, and of leaving the field to
the disposal of the ignorant new-comers, who now. sit in his
stead, and in their ignorance of men and things, are immediately
surrounded and hooked in by a set of wary, artificious fellows,
who, by hanging out false lights, and shewing them pretended
flowery paths, and false gardens evergreen, find means to lead
them by the nose, and to become meanwhile the centre and
hinges of every matter of importance, to the utter ruin of all
the good which their predecessor had done, and to the disturbance
of all the regulations which he had been at so much pains to
establish; and years elapse and come to pass, before these new-
comers become qualified enough to hear of the practices of these
their dependants. But even supposing that the able and ex-
perienced man above, foregoing his journey home, should choose
to stay amongst the new-comers, nevertheless, as matters are to
be transacted in a Council, all his efforts and all his speechesprove
to be of no avail, unless the three uninformed new-comers choose
to listen to reason themselves, and to enforce his regulations on
their side. We have even seen that these men, being very
often misled by their informers and dependants, as well as
carried away by a desire of becoming themselves the centre of
all transactions, are very apt to pay no regard, and to afford
no confidence, to the representations of the able man above;
but on the contrary, sure of a preponderance enforced by a
majority of, for instance, three or four to one, they put shackles
to his feet, and hinder his proceeding in business ; all which we
have seen to pass, when the Governor-General was overpowered
by General Clavering and his party; nor do matters go much
otherwise in the six departments of Bengal.

The fourth cause is ‘what they call the Council. That
Council is an assembly similar to that brought together by the
second Qhalif, for the purpose of choosing a successor to himself,
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but in_ which his intention was to debar the females of the
Prince of the Faithful from those rights fixed on them by Divine
institution(r34). .It signifies an assembly of Gentlemen intent up-
on a particular business, where if there be a diversity of opinion,
that opinion gets the better, and is approved of, that has most
Members on its side; whereas if the votes be equal, then as the
Governor, in consequence of his superior station and dignity, is
counted for two men, his side prevails, just as it did happen in
Abdol-rahman’s Council. But that method, although extremely
advantageous, (since penetration and safety are always to be
found where there is consuitation,) has nevertheless its incon-
veniencies. Now it is a condition requisite in all consultations,
that the person who is to give his advice, should have deserved
to be trusted, and also that the foot of private views and par-
tialities should not find admittance in the assembly; conditions
that are _not to be found in the English Council, and which prob-
ably did not exist in the Arabian one neither. Such assemblies,
besides, are to be wished for only on such occasions of extraordinary
importance, as embarrass the minds of the uncertain, and stag-
ger the feet of the most discerning; and noways in the details
of execution, and still less in every small matter, and every
minutiae that may occur. Such a system gives rise to an infinity
of disturbances and confusions, and perpetually impedes the
wheels of Government; especially where the business requires
dispatch and vivacity, or where it is a question to determine
differents, or to send necessary orders. The rules of the Coun-
cil happen to be such, that whatever business has come to be

(134) The Prince, or First of Believers, is Aaly, cousin and son-in-law to
Mahornet ; for although Qhadidja, the Messenger’: first consort, and Zéid, his
servant, had already believed, Aaly made no account of them, as they were of the
house, and he continued to style himself the First of Believers. The second
Qhalif, or Successor to Mahomet, that is, the second Arabian Emperor, was Omar;
whose intention in assembling that Council was to fix the succession upon Osman,
or Othman, who in fact did succeed him in the Qhalifat, to the exclusion of Aaly,
who did not become the fourth successor till long after. This preference was
worth to Osman seventeen stabs, which were given him by the enraged partisans
of Anly ; n bloody transaction, of which the latter remained" much suspected, that
when Moavinh, cousin andSecretary to Mahomet, openly revolted against that fourth
successor, and rejected with indignation his first commands, he ordered Osman's
bloody shirt to be fixed to the top of a spear, and, in his first battle, rnsdeuse of it
u his principal standard.
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offered to the Governor of Calcutta, or to the ruler of some other
place, at the present moment, or has been prayed for by the
petitioners this long-while, all that is kept in store for the day
of assembling the Council, when the above affairs are proposed
in that assembly, the respective Agents and Advocates attend-
ing the same; at which time, if all that store of business is put
an end to, and is determined, the Council give their answer in
the form of..a decree ; else, the petitioners are to wait for another
Council ; and as over and above the multiplicity of public busi-
ness, there are at all times dissensions in that assembly, and a
diversity of opinions, whether out of friendship to any one, or
out of disgust to the petitioner, whilst there is often an opposi-
tion of votes, as for instance, when two of the Members side
with one person, and two or three more support another, or be-
cause some enmity has been conceived by one of their depend-
ants to the petitioner; hence a sensible man will easily conclude
that a determination becomes difficult and nearly impossible.
And thus, after numbers have been consumingtheirtime in attend-
ance, if any one should, by chance, come to gain his cause; it
proves that upon the whole he is no gainer at all. I-leretofore
there was in every district a Chief, a man of knowledge, abilities,
and experience, who determined with an absolute authority in
every matter, and every difference ; nor had he more than two or
three principal dependants. On a first representation from a
petitioner, the matter was immediately taken up and examined,
and a determination was instantly given, to the best of the Chief's
abilities. After a proper examination, an order, where necessary,
was issued, and the plaintiff went away, either the same day, or
a few days after, with his award in his pocket. So that matters
had an end, one after another ; nor was it necessary, as it is now
the case, that a man, after having spent years of his time in
expectation, and great part of his life in attendance, should, at
the end of that, find himself disappointed and undone. -In the
beginning of the dominion of the English, where there was but
one Chief to apply to, and but one able Deputy, as Radja Shytab-
rfiy, and others, to transact the minutiae of business, the afiairs of
the natives went on briskly, and were dispatched, in some man-
ner or other, but still were dispatched; no_r was the people of
God obliged to undergo such doubts and such losses of time, as
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we see to-day; and although those times were not free from
partialities and private views neither, yet upon the whole matters
flowed on swiftly, be it in what manner soever it seemed best
to their rulers. Nor did the miseries of endless delay and end-
less expectation melt mankind away; nor did the people of God
become the victims of endless altercation amongst their rulers.
For I remember that on the dismission of Radjah Shytab-ray, when
Mr. George Vansittartwas appointed Chief, andbecame the centre
of all business, I took the liberty to represent to him, " That Radja
" Shytab-ray used to spend his time from one-half of each day
" down to one-third of each night in hearing petitions, and in
“ giving decisions, by which assiduity he dispatched much busi-
“ ness, and gave a great deal of ease to every one. I added, that
“ the people of God, deprived of such a man, would very naturally
“ express their anxiety, about what might be his pleasure now
" on that head." He answered that, being not accustomed, like
Shytéb-rziy, to sit in public amongst hundreds ofpeople, nor to
listen to complaints, and to determine causes, he could not
believe that he would he ahle to comprehend one-half of them ,'
but that those that had any business with Government might
apply to himselfprivately, as he conceived that in the recess
and silence of a closet he would he more recollected and better
able to give a decision. Upon this I requested that orders
should be given to the sentries to admit all comers, and direc-
tions to the ushers or chopdars to introduce every one. Im-
mediately he gave the necessary orders, and they proved strict
orders ; and as he was a man of quick apprehension, and very
active in body and mind, and could not bear to have his
lesson taught him by a Moonshy or Secretary, or his task
dictated to by a Divan, or indeed by any man, he proved to be
as good as his word, and he constantly dispatched a great deal
of business. This state of things did not last, and the aflairs
and petitions growing numerous, people began to sufier from
delays; when after a little time Mr. Law arrived, and wiped
clean the eyes of the people of God with the sleeve of goodness
and affability. After this , God knows, what is likely to happen.
For it appears that to find out one single man's way, and be
upon good terms with him, is an easy matter; or if hebe dis-
contented, it is not diflicult to make up matters with him; but
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to find ' one’s'way to the favor of fifteen or twenty persons, or
even more, that compose a Council, (including their dependants
and officers), or to guard against their resentment, is a task very
difficult and complicated, and such as exceeds the power and
abilities of a poor suitor, and indeed such as would prove
above the patience of any one. Never was this so well brought
go the proof as after Radja Shytab-ray’s dismission, and the
establishment of a Council in his stead. It was at the festival
ending the Ramazan, or month of fast, when the Nobility, Gentry,
and principal men of the city, who used in that day to offer
their nezurs to Radja Shytab-ray, were necessitated to pay that
mark of respect to every one of the five Members of the Council.
Vansittart, on seeing this, could not help observing openly, that
whoever hitherto had been clear with presenting one mobur or
one rupee only, -would be now obliged to provide five, which
was what many could not afford; whereupon having conferred
upon the subject with the others, he published, that at the next
“festival of the Corban or Sacrifice, people should present one
nezur to the Chief only, and that would be enough, as no other
was wanted, or expected; and in fact, so it came to pass. But
some professed flatterers, who wished no good to any money
that might remain in an Hindostani’s pocket, went out, notwith-
standing the prohibition ; and, to shew their sentiments of
respect to greater advantage, they repaired to the houses of the
other Members, and presented a particular nezur to each of
them. Some that could ill afford the contribution, did the same,
lest the Gentlemen, thinking themselves slighted, should bear
them a grudge; and those that were utterly unable, submitted
to their fate, and remained moping in their corners.

- The fifth cause consists in the difference betwixt the manner
is which the English in oflice appear in public, and give audience
to suitors, and that in which it has been at all times customary
to hold a Durbar in this country.

Our illustrious Sovereigns of Hindostan, those Princes so
7 studious of justice and equity, had it in custom to divide their
time -for difierent purposes, and had made a rule of that dis-
tribution, on which they never encroached by any other occupa-
tion; but in that division,twokinds of businesses held always the
first rank. The first was theexamination and decision of affairs
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relative to revenue and Government; the second the rights of
individuals, and the rules of distributive justice to the people oi
God. For each of these purposes they had set apart two days
in the week, at which time they appeared publicly in all their
pomp, grandeur and glory. They were surrounded at some
distance by their Ministers and oflicers ; and they gave a
general audience, where any one might present his petition
himself, and speak to them face to face; by which means the
Sovereign being informed of -the state of the country, and of
the behaviour of its rulers, could provide such a remedy as the
matter required; and by such means he became acquainted
with the wants and complaints of his subjects and dependants.
But as those Princes did not live in one and the same place, but
made a travelling circuit almost every year, of course they had
opportunities of hearing with their own ears, and of seeing with
their own eyes, the circumstances of the subject and the neces-
sities ot the country. Inthe same manner they spent two days in
the week in rendering justice, and in hearing the cries of the
oppressed; nor did they shew any impatience at the screams
and reproaches of the crowds that pressed upon them. Matters
are far from being so now with the English Gentlemen, as
these (and this has been already hinted at in the foregoing
-sheets) hate appearing in public audiences, and whenever they
come to appear at all, it is to betray extreme uneasiness,
impatience, and anger, on seeing themselves surrounded by
crowds, and on hearing their complaints, and clamours. Hence
it follows naturally that they must be in the dark with respect
to the real state of the country, and the circumstances of the
subject; and hence multitudes of people remain deprived of the
sight of their rulers, and never see any thing of that benignity
and that munificence which might be expected from people that
now sit on the throne of Kings, and figure as the representatives
of Emperors. _

VERSES OF SAADY.
“ Here is the only condition on which a ruler can live;
" And this is, that he be master of the circumstances of inst of his iuhjects."
If the English, in imitation of those to whom they have

succeeded, vouchsafed to set apart some of their time for these
laudable purposes, and at certain stated times, gave admission
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indiscriminately to all people, and heard their prayers by them-
selves, with gentle manners, and personal enquiry into the
circumstances of their suitors; it is certain that even so small
a change would gain their hearts, and would render them fear-
less and intrepid in exhibiting complaints, and representing
matters against the very servants of their rulers; and although
all this might not be brought to bear without some expense, and
some trouble, on account of their being not accustomed to that
practice, yet the benefits resulting from such an intercourse,
would prove to be innumerable, and -would be felt by both sides.
May God grant that, as a favor to them and to us, there would
result from that mutual commerce a nearer and more beneficial
acquaintance with the inhabitants of this climate! For having
once got acquainted with one individual, and tried his degree
of ability, and his'particular talent in business, they could station
him accordingly, and oblige him as his rank or abilities might
point out; and as they should come to know to what particular
business he is fit, they might draw such services from him, as
they should wish, or think convenient. Now all this is not attain-
able, without personal intercourse, and without inquiring into
the characters and tempers of men ; still less without observing
every one's behaviour in a variety of circumstances, by changing
the discourse, and hearing him speak on a variety of subjects,
especially in this time and age, when there is so much envy and
obloquy, and _so much slander and‘ artifice in every transaction.

The sixth cause is that the English have deprived the in-
habitants of these countries of various branches of commerce
and benefit, which they had ever enjoyed heretofore.

Our ancient Princes, who after the tumult of conquest, had
conceived the project of making their homes of this country,
were generous enough, after appropriating to the Crown the
conquered provinces, and the principal revenues and tributes,
to establish a vast body of pensions, and Djaghirs( 135), for

(135) The Djegkir is a grant of land, severed either from the immediate
demesnee of the Crown, or from the usual revenues of a province. it differs from
eh; Aumgglia in this, thet the letter is irrevocable, although reversible, whereas the
former is both reversible and revocable. The Amlacs, Aimas, Mlded-mlaslus, &c.,
&e., are lends set lpert for charitable uses; for instance, to afford e subsistence to the
physician of the town or city, to decayed noble families, and also to some Ministers
of the Church, although these lest are provided forby Church-lends or Van.
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Altumghas and charity-lands, as well as to associate in the enjoy-
ment of their conquest, most of their principal relations and prin-
cipal followers, together with the most considerable men of the
land itself; and at the same time they had left open to the subject
various ways of revenues and livelihood, amounting to many
corors a year, as a provision for the bulk of the inhabitants.
Djaghirs, to the amount of lacs, and revenues, to the amount
of mighty sums, were bestowed on Noblemen, whether Musul-
men or Hindoos, and indeed upon any others indifferently,
according to their stations and merits, with the hope of further
preferment, in proportion to their abilities and exertions in the
service. And in fact, nothing was more common than to see
these Noblemen promoted to higher emoluments, after having
exhibited further proofs of their zeal and activity ; nor was this
munificence restricted to their own nation. O'ld friends or new
ones, old subjects or recent ones, all, of whatever religion,
nation, ‘or tribe and profession they might be, were made par-
takers of their bounty; but old, decayed people amongst them;
and the necessitous, together with the children of their old
servants and followers, as well as the poor and needy, from
whom prayers only and good wishes could be expected, were
relieved with gifts of Altumghas, Amlacs, and such other
lands, which were set apart for pious uses, and which they
quietly enjoyed. As to the other ways of deriving incomes,
for instance, from merchandising, and from the exercise of arts
and trade, all these were left open for all the world; and
although they were made to see various branches of revenue
in those articles, they never turned their eyes that way, but left
all that for the bulk of the people. Over and above that, thou-
sands and hundreds of thousands of men(r36), horse and foot;
were kept in constant pay, whether in the service of the Emperor,
or of the Governors of provinces, and they all enjoyed an easy
livelihood. Compare now those multitudes with even that small
number of men that still get. a livelihood by enjoying Djaghir:
and Altumghas in the English dominions. Even these,- in
(lfij The troops of the Empire, under Shah-diehaa. wisether near the Bsnplafl

person, or stationed in the flentiera or in garrison, amounted to above eight
hundred and fiftythousend men; and under his see, Aereng-lib, tend: a
one-half el them ‘cavalry. .
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rmuguenre qf the inattehtion qf lb: English to the concern: qf
us, par Hindortanies, and in consequence of the power left to
their dependants and to extortionary Zemindars; in conse-
quence, l say, of the cnaelty of their lease-takers, and of the
hardness of heart and faithlessness of the subordinate rulers,
even these poor people also are come to experience a variety
oflosses, injuries and damages. For it is notorious that abuses
have crept into that branch of the administration too, as. it has
been already mentioned in the article of charity and legacy
lands, and in that of that Atheist, Zehoor-ollah-beg ; and
thanks be to God that there happened to be over against that
flinty-hearted man such a person as Governor Hushtinin this
land, and that the sufferings endured by these poor people for
the space of a whole year's attendance, were rewarded at last
by the Governor-General’s having the goodness to remove that
load of evils which oppression strove to place upon their heads.
On the other hand, out of that vast multitude of people, called
musqueteers, whose numbers were heretofore counted by ten
thousands in these provinces, only a small number of them
have obtained a livelihood by inlisting as Talingas in the Eng-
lish service ‘; and yet it was these two provinces that fed and
paid regularly forty or fifty thousand horse, which were either
in the Viceroy's service immediately or mediately, in that of
his sons or relations and officcrs, or in that of the principal
Zemin'dars'of_ the province. Thousands and thousands of mer-
chants followed that numerous cavalry, and ‘according to their
respective means andlcallings, found a certain income in their
connections with them, and in their turn afforded a livelihood to
multitudes of others. Now matters go otherwise. Service for
troopers and cavalry, there is none at all; and of the various
branches of trade, lheretoforelopen to all, none is lcit free. They
are all engrossed by the Company themselves, or by the English
in general; as these, whether they enjoy the Company's service,
and of course have power and influ_ence,~or chance to be other-
wise circumstanced, very seldom are/without concerns in trade.
_Bu_t _if, with all that, it happens that most of the superior military
oflicers, whilst shewing a shyness ‘or trade,’are really merchants
invested with nigh powers‘ and authority, how can the poor
subject pretend to derive a subsistence from’ merchandising?
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Would they dare it ?~ On the other hand, thousands of artilicers
cannot earn enough to support their families, as has been
shewn a little above, because their arts and calling: are of no
use to the English; nor can it be expected that the Nobility of
this land, reduced as it is to that distress which we have already
pointed out, should afford to take the works of these people
oli their hands, and to give them" employment, as they used to
do in former times, by keeping them always busy, sometimes
in their own houses. it is even become a matter of wonder,
and 2 subject oi thanksgiving to the Divine Goodness, how these
poor people can make a shift to live now, and how to this day
most of them go on and endure, with their children and families.

Were the English to take into their service some thousands
of that cavalry, once commanded by such renowned Oflicers as
Sheh-muéz‘-eddin-qhan and Ahmed-qhan, and the like, there is
no doubt but these men would render them important services,
in their wars against the cavalry of either the Marhattas or the
Sykes, especially if care was taken to attach them to the service,
and to excite their zeal and emulation; nor _would these military
services be the only advantages to be reaped by entertaining
such acavalry. There are some others that would arise collateral-
ly to such an. establishment, as for instance, a further facility
oi livelihood to the people in general, an addition of numbers
tg the farming tribe, and an increase of revenueto Government.

The seventh cause ‘may be found in the overgrowing power
of the Zemindars, and in their _being trusted too much.

It is deemed an undeniable truth amongst the men of sense
of this land, and it_ was a standing rule amongst the Princes of
these kingdoms, that no_trnst is to be reposed the words of a
Zemindar, not even in his most solemn promises and treaties,
as they are, to a man, a refractory, short-sighted, faithless set of
people, that mind nothing but present interest, and require always
a strict hand. Our Government took care, therefore, that they
should not get an opportunity of resisting orgdisobeying, and
likewise that they should not acquire the means of resistance
and obstin_acy, as they_ar_e" evil-doers by profession, and'at all
tiines disposed to injury, and to distress the people of ;e'ver
ready to infest the highways, to plunder and kill the travellers
and the unwary; ever ready to torment the subjects, and even



MUTAQHERIN. ao5

the Nobles, to destroy the country, to ruin the revenue, and to
distress and injure Government. All these are the accustomed
performances of that malevolent race ; and it was to keep them
in awe, and occasionally to administer correction to them, that
so many illustrious Fodjdars were stationed with such a number
of officers and dependants. No trust was reposed in their
words, nor in their actions; for their character was thoroughly
understood. They were looked upon to be an incorrigible race.
Now, in contradiction to ancient maxims, and to rules of old
standing, and in contradiction to the most approved opinions,
held equally by eminent merchants, as well as by knowing
Princes, the English rulers have thought proper to compare the
Zemindars of this country to the Zemindars and land-holders
of their own ; men whose possessions amount to no more than
a few thousand yards of ground, or at most to an estate of two
or three cosses in circuit, and who being all men of education
and honor, pass their lives in enjoying their estates and beauti-
ful seats, and in keeping open tables. It is to such men that
the English Government has ventured to compare the Zemin-
dars of l-lindostan, and by comparision, to repute them men
of honor and sentiment, w‘orthy of being held in esteem and
consideration, and deserving to be entrusted with full powers
over their Zemindaries or estates; and yet it is these very men
of honour and sentiments that ruin the whole country, torment
the men of distinction settled of old in their lands, and are
waiting only that time and opportunity may put it in their
power by some extraordinary event, at once to display the
standard of rebellion and dispute, and to raise commotions of
consequence. They live quietly now, and astonished at the
-heavy blows -they have felt from the hand of the English, as
mu as overawed by the superiority acquired everywhere by
that nation, they wink at the state of things, and meanwhile,
sure of the interest they have obtained, they silently pillage
and oppress mankind; whilst the English rulers at the same
time seem not to believe their conspiracies, and their malevo-
"lence and oppressions, or to have within their breasts some
scheme, which to us, ignorant men, is yet a profound secret.

The eighth cause of the declining state of these countries
may -be ascribed, as it has been already observed, to the
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enormous delays experienced in obtaining decisions from the
Governor and Council, or in receiving the answerstrequeeted
by the Provincial Councils and others. Those delays arise
from their being, both the one and the other, extremely occupied
by their own concerns, and eternally busy in attacking or in
defending, as well as from their being overloaded with an imp
mensity of public business ; a deplorable situation, that necessarily
occasions those incredible delays which dishearten, which amaze,
which ruin and overwhelm every one that has the misfortune ho
have any business with them. Were a man of consequence
appointed to hear such petitions at stated times, for the purpose
of making his report to the Governor and Council; and were
the necessary answers to the Provincial Coucils liable to fewer
delays; such a change undoubtedly would conduce to the ease
and happiness of multitudes of people, and the Governor and
Council would hear their names proclaimed everywhere, as
being the cherishers of the inhabitants of this land, the true
lovers of justice, and the benefactors of mankind; nor could
such a change hurt the English interest in any manner. But
thanks are due to God Almighty, the Author of all good coun-
sels, that since these lines have been written, I have heard that
olesser Committee has been appointed on purpose for such
affairs, and that the standard of expectation and impatience
being let down, some relief has been administered to the poor,
despairing suitors of this country.

The ninth cause is, as it has been already observed, that
the English pay too much regard to seniority, whereas, it is
tale-nt and abilities that are the matter in question, and not
seniority of service or recommendation, whenever it is necessary
to fill up a post of consequence, and to provide for the happiness
of a whole people. If without deviating too much from the
rules of service, Englishmen of capacity, discernment, and
experience, were sent into the several districts, where their
character should have time to ripen, with a certitude of being
fixed in-that particular branch of business; if after having
deserved theconlidence of their owners and of the public, they
were left to enjoy their oliice, without fear of -being displaced;
and if to so salutary a measure, Government added, at the ‘same
time, that other d sending hsto each diatrictaaian of sense»
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Irowledge, and credit, for a Divan, who, in a capacity similar
to those Comm-goes, or Chancellors of old, appointed by Islam-
shah, should be made independent of any revolutions in the
Council, unless in’deed he should prove guilty of some mis-
demeanour; there is no doubt but mighty benefits might be
derived from such a regulation. But at the same time it would
he requisite that he should never lose sight of this, that as the
Members of the" Council are Englishmen, that is Lords and
masters of this land, it is incumbent upon him never to deviate,
either in his words or behaviour, from that respect which behoves
him, both as a subject and a servant. lt is requisite, likewise,
that the Gentlemen, once sensible of his being an useful, zeal-
ous man, and an old attendant on that board, should listen to
his advice in all matters, and not suffer theinparticular Divan:
and Moonshies (Secretaries) to engross all to themselves. This
was a precaution constantly attended to, under George Vansittart,
and also under Mr. Ayoun Law. Whenever such a trusty
servant at any time becomes guilty of any misdemeanour or
infidelity, he must be punished in proportion to his guilt, that
others of the same oflice and station, taking warning from his
disgrace, may not -deviate'from the path of integrity; and it
ever it shall be convenient to establish such a Council, it would
he proper to diminish the number of Members, so as that they
should not exceed the number of two or three; for the multitude
of rulers never fails to produce confusion in business, and difii-
dence in the minds of the subject; and to be upon good terms
with such a number of men, is impossible for poor people, as
we have already hinted. It is proper also that in appointing a
Fodjdar, with all his dependants and oflicers, the utmost pre-
cautions should be used, taking care to prefer not only none but
men of experience and capacity, but also none but men of a
humane disposition; and it may be even said that, as Fodjdars
go now in these days, there needs none at all. in the cities,
the Cutwal will do all that business, full as well, if he be equally
able and humane, and little inclined tomoppressiong and in the
country, -the man in ofice or ruler is enough for such a purpose.
For when those oflicers, so appointed, shall know that people
can approach their masters, and that there may be instituted
inquiries and after-reckoning: upon them, you/may rest assured
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that matters shall go on smoothly; that multitudes shall be
released from distress and miseries ; that the intent of dominion
and Government shall he fully answered ; and that the Grandees
of the land and the “people of God shall exert their tongues in
displaying the encomiums of such beneficent rulers. Let us then-
put up our prayers to God, that He may vouchsafe to grant such a
blessing! For He is the best succourer, and the best belper( :37)-

VERSES OI‘ SAZADY.
" Seel: out the man fearing God, and appoint him over the subject;
" For he knows his business, and will prove the architect of their happiness.
" lll means he to thee, that ruins thy people,
“ Or seeks thy profit in oppressing thy subject.
“To intrust such people with power is an enormous fault;
“ And an enormous fault to lodge a command in those hands, against which

all raise their hands to Heaven-
" Cherish the virtuous man, and leave the evil-doer;
“ For if thou do'st cherish the bad, thou art anenemy to thine ownself." '
Thanks be to God that the Fodjdary oflice having been

transferred to the English, one thorn has been thereby removed
from the sides of the people of God.

The tenth cause is, that the English are too partial to
their own countrymen, and even to their dependants.

As the people of this country have all of them become
subjects to the English, and they have no other protector, and
no other supporter or comforter besides, but God Almighty;
as theyhave no other masters, from whom they should expect
mercy and forgiveness; it is incumbent upon those new rulers
of theirs, that in whatever concerns distributive justice and the
welfare of the people of this land, they studiously emulate
the scrupulous equity and the innate impartiality of our ancient
Emperors, without betraying any partiality to their own
countrymen, or to their dependants, nor to those l-iindostanies
in high oiiices under them. On the contrary, they must at all
times steadily make justice their main object ; gas such a conduct
shall do honor to theirlnational character in this world ; shall
gladden the hearts of the highas well as the low; give satisfaction
to the Almighty Scrutator of Secrets ; prepare a sure con-
solation for their old age, and prove a resource in adversity;
strengthen their numerous conquests; procure them new ones;
Y (r37)Pure¢edtheConn. H ' '
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establish their dominion solidly; and extend their renown all
over the world. Saady says :

“ God Almighty is bountiful to him that renders justice.
" Bo benefieent, be forgiving, and never be uneasy about your reward."
The under-oflicers and dependants of this department ought

to be chosen amongst the very meekest, amongst the foremost
of those that seek the pleasure of their Maker, know the imports
ance of religion, have high notions of fidelity and integrity»
despise recommendations, and detest bribery and corruption.
They must perpetually tremble for their own honor and character,
keep them always in view, and pay no regard to any thing, but
God's pleasure, and the commands of their masters. Attention
must be had, whenever men of this sort shall be found out, that
they receive such a liberal salary from the generosity of Govern.
ment, as may free their minds from anxieties about their own
welfare, and that of their families and children ; such a liberal
provision as will leave their hearts free and at liberty to secure
the garment of their honesty and integrity from being sullied by
the dirt of bribery, and the mire of corruption. Thanks be to
Godl that this department also having been transferred to the
English Gentlemgp,,the_nail's of the Indian Darogahs of Justice
have been curtailed, and the people of God have gained some
release and some repose from their enormous sufferings.

The eleventh cause is the establishment of what is called
the Supreme Court of Judicature. i

_ It is hardly possible not to connive at misdemeanours, and
not to forgive trespasses ; for man by his nature is liable to
forgetfulness and neglect; and should punition and retribution
be always intended,» and always administered, few persons
would be free or exempted from the misery of punishment.

" Nothing but dustln to be seen over thisimmense plain ;
" Let us cover ourgeyes, and pass over it, as quickly as we can( 138)."
In inflicting punishment and retribution, it is important to

adhere to the modes in use in a country, and highly proper to
pay a regard to the honor of every one, be he the meanest
individual; for men easily submit, and willingly acquiesce, to
whatever they find ‘usual and established in their country; nor

(I38) This alludes to the custom of never travelling by day in some parts of
Asia, without carrying over the eyes a kind of muflier, of muslin, or of hone-hair.
ll till hot weather they travel by night.. 27
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do they ever conceive fears and apprehensions on that head; But
when they see any supplice unaccustomed, they think that every
thing is upside down, and that the world will soon be at an end.
This is the idea which people have conceived of the actions and
customs of the Supreme Royal Court. That tribunal has power
over all the English, from the highest to the lowest, but sits in
judgment by seasons and stated times. - A whole life is needful to
attend their long, very long proceedings; and till a decision is
given, there is no comprehending what is going on, and what is
likely to follow, nor what is the probable end of the business. On
the first complaint lodged by any one, be it ascertained or not, the
defendant is obliged to find security to double the amount of
the demand; and if he cannot afford such a security, the poor
man must go to prison; and if he cannot find bail, or the com--
plaint is not withdrawn or hushed down, he mus; remain in prison
ten or twelve years together, whether he be guilty or not guilty.
Add to these miseries, that to translate a petition in the English
language, the translator exacts as many eshrefiies (or double
guineas) as there are lines translated ; and over and above all
those evils and miseries, so unworthily heaped over the _heads of
the poor Hindostanies, it is to be iameneedathat, on the first
summons of that Court to answer to a complaint, whether
proved or not, whether real or frivolous, and even to give evi-
dence on so small a matter as his having once heard of the
affair in question, or his having been somehow acquainted with
it, (although in fact he should be no witness at all), a poor man
must directly forsake his family and children, leave them in
misery, want, and distress, and run down for a whole month's
journey to a spot where both air and water are bad(1'39) ; and
if before his arrival the term of the Court be over, or its Chief be
gone out to some other country for a change of air, then the

(139) There was a time when Calcutta was unhealthy. But since that time, so
many drains have been cut in its territory, so many ponds filled in its precincts,
and so many thousands of trees have been felled down, to the southwardoi it,
from whence blows the cool. wind in summer, that Calcutta ls becomeahealthy
place. Add-to this, those broad streets, bordered by lefty airy houses, looking
gike so many Palaces, and it shall be acknowledged that“ no city in India canbe
handsomer or healthier; for the houses, instead of forming, as in Europe, conti-
guous rows each side of the street, are every one of them insulted, so alto
receive air fa-om"‘every quarter. .
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poor man must, without reason, and without subsistence, endure
whole months at Calcutta. Nor is that all. There are other
trou'ble's and other miseries to be. undergone at that tribunal,
such as no one in Hindustan has even seen, or so much as heard
of ; the least of which is, that the English laws and statutes are
so enormously voluminous, that were a man to spend his whole
life on ‘them, still the attaining a full knowledge would be im-
possible. After all these miserics, how painful it must be to a
man, to be in the dark about the event, and all the while in a
cruel suspense about his fate; constantly bereft of his family
and beloved children ; and without being able to guess at what
is to become of himself at last?

‘Preserve us, O Gad Almighty! wilh the -whole multityde
qfyour servants from such evils and miseries, Thou really
art the granter of requests-( I40).

The twelfth cause is found in the English indulging too
much in certain abusive customs of theirs. For instance, they trust
too much, on one hand, to the representations of their depend-
ants, making nothing of appointing them enquirers, especially
whenever one has a complaint against any one of them, or
against anyof their associates; and, on the other hand, they
pronounce in private upon matters relative to punishments, to
murder, to the honour of families, to the pudicity of women, or
to much property. Now in such delicate cases it is next to im-
possible for the oppressed to have redress, or for the injured_to
recover their property. It becomes therefore proper that, in
cases of so much importarfce, the Governor-General and the Com-
mittee, as well as the Members of the Provincial Councils, should
miake themselves present to the oppressed, face to face. it is
even to be.wished"that such matters should be examined in
public audiences, and that after having patiently heard what
the suitor has to say, examined thoroughlyithe tales of the
plaintiff and defendant, compared the circumstances of the
oppressed with the commands of God, and with the rules of
distributive justice, and made the utmost efforts for discovering
the lining of coals, and for probing the depth of secrets, then
that they determine the matter in their own high wisdom,
without shewing favour to one side, and frowns to the other; then

(I40) An Arabic prayer out of the Coran. ' i '
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only ought they’ to pronounce over its merit, by giving right to
whom right is due. And may God Almighty, out of His Divine
goodness, grant such days both to them and to usl

VERSES OF SAADY—-SHIRAZ.
“And now, after having said so much, we recommend you to God, and are
gone.
“ But should there be no inclination in any ear to llsten to our message.

- “ Then the messengers have done their duty, and there lies no reproach against
them.
" Nor is any thing obligatory on us, but the task of pointing out the right

' " way with the finger."
Let us now return our acknowledgments to God Almighty

for all His numberless favours, and let us pay to His Divine
beneficence, in particular, some inadequate praises, for His having
vouchsafed to carry to an end this valuable book, by making use
of so inconsidcrable an instrument as the slit-tongued reed(r4x),
and the very humble ministry of this most inconsiderable of
mankind. that is, Gh8lam-hosséin, son of Hedaiet-aaly-qhan,
grandson of‘ Séyd-allim-oliah, and great-grandson of Séyd-
faiz-ollah-Tebateba, who descended in a direct line from the
branch of Hassen, (on all whom may God's forgiveness and
mercy rest for ever, through the intercession of His Messen-
ger, and that of His Messengefs venerable heir(z42), as well
as through the merits of their pure and innocent offspring, on
all. whom may peace and forgiveness rest for ever, to the
end of tirne!) if by the favour of the Omnipotent Lord of all
benefits,Athis fragile portion, allotted to my share of life, should
chance to‘ last some time longer, it is my intention to complete
my narrative by continuing the history of the several reigns of
Mahmed-shah, and Ahmed-shah, and Aalemghir the second, as
Well as by adding to the chain such events as are relative to
his son, by carrying the links from the twenty-third year of
Mahmed-shah’s, (which corresponds with the year one‘ thousand
one'hundred and fifty-three of the Prophet's retreat, on whom
be peace for everl) down to the present times.

(I41) From Gibralter, and from Belgrade, to the Ganges, the pens are me&
of reeds, called Celam in Phcnician and Arabic, whence we have the Greek and
Latin words of Cqlanws, Calanuu. At e couple of hundred leagues farther then
the Ganges, they use neither feathers, nor reeds, but only pencils‘. '

(:42) Aaly was that heir, and he-transmitted that right to his two I00-I.
I-iassen and Hussein. -



MUTAQHERIN. :13

From God is assistance to be hoped for, and favour; in truth,
He is most mercil'ul(i43).

This has been closed the twenty-first day of the month of
Moharrem, in the year one thousand one hundred and ninety-
fifth(|44) since the venerabe retreat of that Holy Being, on whom
may grace and mercy rest for everl -

(:43) An Arabic passage of the Coran.
(l44),.The present time of our Author answers to the Christian year, I781-8:.
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Several Viceroy: of high character are sent for to Court,
where Ab8l-rnans8r-qhan, one of these, I appears with o retinue
equal!ypompous andformidablc—-Curious anecdote of h'fahmi~d-
yar, an oficcr of great resolution-—Or::gin of Aaly-mahmed-
rohi./la, thcfounder qflhc Rohilla Colo ny—-Origin ofthe Abdali-'
Illonarch-—Emir-qhan killed by Illa/rrncd-shah’: order-—Origin
of/ihmed-shah-abdali, whafoundsa new monarchy-—He marches
into flindostan, tahespossession of two provinces, and is defeat-
ed in a bloody battlc—Heroz'cal character of C'8l8b-eddin-qhan
-Our Author’: father makes a friend of him—-Death of blah-
rncd-shah, who is succccdcd by his son, Ahmed-shah-—-Historical
account of the private life offour illustrious personages, who
died within a little distance from each other : Emir-qhan,
Nizam-el-mulh, Corner-cddin-qhan and Mohmcd-shah-yWeak
administration of his son, Ahmed-shah, who becomes crapulous,
whilst his mother, Udern-bby, gives up both ‘her heart andperson
to the Eunuch Djavid-ghan, whom the Peéir Ab8l-mans8r-qhan
cannot bear—Dissensions, and 4 civil war in the Rohzlcund,
fomentcd by the Vezir, who, jealous of the nighbourhood of so
warlike a tribe as the Rohillohs to his country of/18d, resolves to
subdue such restless neighbours-Sameof the Rohillahs submit ;
put u_nder the administration of Nevol-réy, a man whose
excesses and uiolcnccs causca rer/olt—-An Afghan," Iferoine rouses
the whole nation—-1Vc'ool-réy defeated and slain—The Vuir,
already much incensed, marches against the Afghans-—By' the
way his unrulyMoghultroopsplunder and sack the townofB¢rr,
wholly inhabited by Séyds-The Vezir, in despair at such cala-
mity, marches against the Afghans, against whom, his troops im-
pressed with superstitious notions at the sacrilcges committed
latcl in the sack andplunder, misbchavc andore totally defeat-J’
cd—Thc Vcoir, grievous-ly wounded, is obliged to follow the run-
aways--ThcAfghans, after this unexpected victory, attempt Bol-
gram and Lucknow, where they are roughly handled by the in-
habitants, a race renowcdfir bravery; but they plunder and
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sack Ilah-abd, without however being able to take the Castle of
that‘ City—Singu1'ar appearanee of a brave Fahyr, who daily
,xposee himself} daily attach: the enemy, and seems to be in-
vulne/able-—-Th r Vezir undismayed by his defeat, makes a spin’!-
ed and very sareastical answer to those that thought him undone
for ever--Even his Consort thinks of sustaining a siege in her
Palace—The Vezir raises another army, plunders Feral:-abad,
and beats the Afghans, who submit to their Conquerors.

THE lovers of History, and those fond of enquiring into
the diversity of events, will remember, doubtless, that in closing
the Second Volume of the Review ol Modern Times, which was
finished in- the year 1195 of the Hedjrah, by this humblest and
most inconsiderablelof the sons of rnen, Gholam-hosséin, son to
Hedaietsaaly-qhan, grandson to Séyd-aalim-ollah, and great-
grandson to Séyd-faiz-ollah, the Tebatebiiite of the race of
Hassen, (on all whom may the Divine mercy and forgiveness ex-
tend for ever l) I had carried that history as far down as the
twenty-second year of the Forgiven Emperor, Mahmed-shah,
answering to the year 1152 of the Hedjrah ; to which history, I
had thought it incumbent upon me to add a full narrative of the
aflairs of Bengal, being invited thereto by the novelty of the
matter, as well as borne away by the -number and variety of
events that crowded upon me in that particular part. They re-
niember doubtless, I say, that in closing that Volume, I had
promised, that if I lived, l would continue the History of that
Emperor as well as that of his successors. I do, therefore,
undertake to fulfil that promise of mine, in humble hopes that the
B_estower -of unasked benefits, and the Conferer of unexpected
favours, after having assisted me in my former Work, shall
vouchsafe to support me rnbringing my whole undertaking to a
completion; and. that by illuming with some of the rays of His
Goodness, the dark understanding of this vile instrument, He
shall vouchsafe to direct, with a faintemanation of His unerring
wisdom, the trembling pen, imd the defective style, of this in-
suflicient individual, so as to keep them unsullied by the ble-

- rnishes of error, and untainted with the vices of partiality. For
He is the Omnipotent One, and the worthy Bestower of Favours.

We have already observed, that Nizam-el-rnulk, under pre.
tenee of a huntingparty, ‘but really out -of discontent against
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the Court, had marched out of the capital, and had encamped in"
its neighbourhood, where he was loitering these many days
without any apparent purpose; nor was his intention guessed
at, but on the seventeenth of Moharrem, in the year tr 53 of the
Hedjrah, when that Viceroy hearing of ‘the resolution that had
lately taken place at Court, and of Emir-qhan’s departure for
Ilah-abad, returned to the city, and paid his respects to the
Emperor. Some months after he received repeated intelligence
that his son, Nizam-ed-d6wlah-nassyr-djung(I45), listening to
the suggestions of some impudent and thoughtless advisers,
acted in an independent‘ manner, and had intirely shaken off all
respect for his father’s authority. The old General, obliged to
bring his son to order, obtained the Emperor's consent foir his
departure, and as his intended expedition becam e_incomp_atible
with the exercise of his office of Prince of Princes, he first ob-
tained that his eldest son, Ghazi-eddin~qhan, should be invested
with that dignity, as Deputy to his father; and on the fourteenth
of the first Djemadi, he set out for the Decan. _But as he was
perpetually endeavouring to reclaim his rebellious son, and a
deal of time was spent in negotiations, and in sending and receiv-
ing messages, nine or ten months had already elapsed before he
could arrive in the territory of Aoreng-abad, where he encamped
on the western parts of that city; and it was the seventh'of the
first Djemady, in the year H54. when the father finding that
neither reasoning nor entreaties made any impression upon that
unnatural son, gave him battle, and took him prisoner, after
a sharp engagement, in which the rebellious son was wounded.
But this short Civil War in Decan did not interrupt the tranquillity
of the capital, "nor of the Empire. ',

After Emir-qhan’s departure for his Government, Issac-
qhan's favour reached to the cupola of Heaven. He became the
most beloved of the Emperor's favourites, and at the same time
the disintersted advice which he had secretly given in behalf of
the Vezir Cammer-eddin-qhan and Nizam-el-mull: having become
public, he ‘was likewise cherished by the two latter, as their best
friend. New honours and new emoluments were heaped upon

(:45) This Nassyr-djung ls thi . Prince assassinated by his own oficers, who
were In the confoderacy with Mons. Duplex, Governor of the French Fortress ' of
Pondieharry. i
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him, and besides the Qhalissah-ofiice, that is, the controul of
all the expenditure of the public money, _he had the command of
a Brigade of Cavalry. The latter was so much increased, that
several thousand horses were to be seen at one time, all marked
with a Kaf, which was the last letter of his name. He was
likewise the Lord on whom the Emperor reposed the greatest
confidence. But fate did not permit him long to enjoy so high
a degree of favour. His eyes swelled at once, and the swelling
gaining his nose, he sunk under his distemper, and in five or six
days’ illness, he departed this fragile world ; and having answered
his Lord's invitation, by the words,'l am ready, he repaired to
the mansions oi the Divine Mercy. It was in the month of Safer»
of the same year. A few days after his demise,the Qhalissa-office,
which he had left vacant, was conferred on Abdel-madjid-qhan,
a Cashmirian, and he was installed in it with a Qhylaat of
six pieces(l46.). Issac-qhan having departed his life, on the
second of Safer, his three sons, on the ninth, paid their respects
to the Emperor, who received them with the greatest kindness,
and distinction ; and each of them was honoured with a Qhylaat
of mourning. The eldest of them, Mirza-mahmed, had his name
changed into that of his father's, Issac-qhan, and in a little
time he got so deeply in the Emperor's good graces, that the
Monarch was often heard to say, that if lssac-qhan had not left
Mirza-mahmed behind, he did not know how he should have been
able to go through life. ' Hi_s_ tenderness for the new Issac-qhan
rose so high, that it was customary with him to take the latter's
son,_then a child, within his throne, and, contrary to the established
r'\,|les, to make him sit over against himself, like an lmperial

- (r46) The Qhylaat is always composed of rich stuffs; but a Qhylaat-rnatemi, or
of mourning, is always of Muslin, dyed black or green, and is put on immediately but
always setosido after one day. There are other tokens of mourning used in Hindo-
&n, as for instance, dirty clothes, a disordered turhant, a neglected beard and body.-

‘ The body is always carried to its grave within the day, and from that moment
Iletuals eeasetobe prepared in theihouse. Friends and relations take care for three
days to provide for the family. The third day they are all invited to a commemo-
ration, nay theyeorne without invitation, when a prayer is pronounced oven some
Hotel or Pun, andoomo lowers, the latter of which are sent tothe grave, whilst the
former is distributed to the invited, for whom vletuals have been dressed in the house-'
part at which go to the poor. The fortieth_day this eeremony is repeated, after which
the family bathe, purify themselves, and put on eloan clothes. This ceremony is also
performed the ninth oitenth day. _ It is oallod Pll--pan, and also Maatem-porsl.

4 28
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Prince. He was ‘no less profuse in his kindnesses to the two
younger sons of the late Issac-qhan, who were Mirza-aaly qhan,
and Mirza-mahmed-aaly. » ‘

lt was in this- same month of Safer, that Badji-ric, the
famous Marhatta General, departed his life, after feeling for
some days a pain in his bowels. By his death, the Viceroyalty
of Malva being deemed vacant, the same was conferred on
Zehir-ed-déwlah-Azim-ollah-qhan, who had espoused the Veiir
Camer-eddin-qhan’s sister. This nobleman, who was very in-
considerate, having had the imprudence to accept so dangerous
an oflice, was invested in his new Government with a {rich
Qhylaat. But it availed little; for he had never borne a
character for much prudence and great abilities. The Fodjdary
of Bessiiulah was at the same time conferred on Himmet-dilir-
qhan, who received the invcstiture of it in a Qhylaat of _four
pieces, to_which was added a Sabre; and he set out for‘ the
Capital in the month of the first Reby. A month after, a Qhylaat
of confirmation for the Fodjdary of the D6-ab, was bestowed on
Djani-qhan, a Tooranian, who had given his daughter in marriage
to Muaien-el-mulk, son to the Vezir Camer-eddimqhan. In the
month of the second Djemady, lntyzam-ed-diiwlah, second son
of that Minister, who on Qhand6uran’s being slain in the battle
"against Nadyr-shah, had been appointed Viceroy of Adjmir, was
dismissed to his_ Government; and a few days after, Semsam-
ed-diiwlah, who bore the same title as his father, Qhandiiuran,
received an additional grade of a. thousand horse, in con-
sequence of which his Military rank rose to the command of
seven thousand. About the endlof the year, and in the night
of the twenty-seventh of’ Redjeb, Mir Fahr-eddin-qhan, one of
the sons of the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan, married the daughter
of the late Muzaffer-qhan, brother to Qhandfiuran; and these
nuptials were celebrated with pomp, as were those of Intizam-
ed-dowlah, the Vezir’s eldest son, with the late Qhand6uran's
daughter, on the night of the first day of the Ramazan. A
strange event closed these rejoicings. The third of Moharrem,
of the year one thousand one hundred and; fifty-four of the
Hedjra, happened to be the New Year's Day(x§47). I

(147) This is very remarkable, as the Solar festival of the Ndu-r3: is a day of
rejoicing, and the first ten days of the Lunar month of Moharrem are deemed days
of mourning,



MUTAQHERIN. :19
On the twenty-fourth of Shaaban, of the same year, a

daughter was born to Mahmed-shah, from Sahabah-mahal(l4,8),
daughter to Sofian-sooltana-begum, which last was sister to
Malckah-zemani, daughter to a sister of Saadat-qhan. This
Princess had chanced to be seen by Mahmed-shah, who fell in
love with her charms, and having married her, brought her to the
Mahal-sera, or Seraglio. About this time, _Azim-ollah-qhan,
having proved by his ill conduct how little able he was to get
the province of Malva out of the hands of the Marhattahs, was
neglected by the Emperor, and fell into contempt; he was an
opinionated obstinate man, who gave so many proofs of ill
conduct, that even the Vezir himself, his kinsman, whose sister
he had married, conceived a disgust against his manners. The
man, incensed at these marks of general contempt, resolved to
shew his resentment in his turn, and had the imprudence to
quit all at once the palace of the late Aaly-merdan-qhan where
he resided, and to go and encamp without leave at the_Char-
bagh, a scat belonging to the Vezir, as if to change his ground,
exactly like one who intended to set out on an expedition. The
Emperor, shocked at his behaviour, vacated his office of Sadr-
el-soodoor, and bestowed it on Sheriat-ollah-qhan, who had
enjoyed it before. At the same time, the command of the
Goozcr-bans, or door and way-keepers, was conferred on Agher-
qhan, the Turk ; as was the Fodjdary of Soharen-poor on Hafiz-
eddin-qhan. . This Agher-qhan was, with some other Command-
ers, ordered to watch and attend Azim-ollah-qhan’s behaviour
and motions, .and they kept round his post for some days; when
th_e man, being sensible of the imprudence of his conduct,
thought proper to repent, and to return to his house, where,
having dismissed his troops,'he lived retfi-ed. This same year,
it being the Festival of the Sacrifice, a Comet, with a tail of a
full yard, in length, made its appearance in the sign of Caper,
inclining to the south. At last it turned to the north, and after
having shined for 'a full month, it disappeared. And on the
thirteenth of Moharrem, being the beginning of the year I :55,
the Nourooz, or New Year's Day, was celebrated with the usual
ceremonies. There were some more promotions this year.

(I48) Snlubal-nuke! signifies the Lady of the seraglio, and liable-upon I
signifies the Queen of the age. '
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Radj-mahmed-qhan, the Cazi of Cazies, that is, the Supreme
Judge of the Empire, having departed his life, his office was

' ' s in.conferred on Moqrad-eddin-qhan, and this nobleman wa
I I ‘ 0ll d in that high dignity with a Qhylaat of four pieces.sta c

the month of Redjeb, Sheriat-ollah~qlian, the Sadr-el-soodoor,
son to Mir Diumlah, that great favourite of Feroh-syur’s, de-
parted his life. ft was in this year that there happened a con-

L cordinjunction of two Planets, in the end of the sign ea, ac g
th A tronomical Tables, drawn up under the inspection ofto e s

the learned Radja Djehi-sing-ketchvaha, by the mathematicians,
M' za Qhiiir-ollah and Shelt.Mahmed-ayed, who comprised theirir
observations in abook, commenced and finished under Mahmed-
shah. But according to Ooloogh-beg’s Tables(i4g) this con-
junction happened‘ in the beginning of the sign of Virgo.

. . . . . toI n that same year, Azim-ollah-qhan, tired of living priva
' h' house eloped from it, and for the second time quitted thein is ,
city, with an intention to go to Labor. He was that same day

rsued b the sons of the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan and Haider-P“ Y .
cooly-qhan, at the head of the Regiment, called of Cabool, and of

th and‘some other troops, amongst which was the body of two ous
horse belonging to the Artillery. Azim-ollah-qhan, sensible
of his being pursued, made so much haste, that in eight days he
arrived at Lahor, where Zekeriah-qhan, who was allied to him,
(tho two Noblemen having married the two sisters,) received him
in his palace, and made him a present of elephants and‘ horses,

l isite to appear like a nobleman ofand of every thing e se requ
his high rank. Meanwhile, those that pursued him, coining to

t the Governor received them with respect, gave themthe ga es,
an entertainment, and, after having put to them many questions
about their ulterior orders, he delivered his brother-in-law ioh
their hands, and dismissed them, satisfied with" the reception

' h d ithoulthey had met with. The two ollicers having marc e w
stopping, carried their prisoner to Shah-djehan-abad, where he
was, by an lmperial order, confined in the Citadel. ln this same

(149) An European would be surprised to hear who this Astronomer Ia. He
was not only a Tartar, but also a Prince, Sovereign of Boqhara, In Euzbeg~'l'artary_,
an Historian, a Warrior, and a Geographer. As an Astronomer only, he is vastly

rior in abilities to Alphonso of Castillo, and he had measured a degrood thesupe _ p
earth, several centuries before Picard had thought at his lliia auoea all Frauen, in
Louis the Fourteenth‘: time.
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year, on the last day of the month of Shawal, there happened, in
thesign of Virgo, a conjunction of the Planets, of bad omen( I 50).
On the seventeenth of Zilcaadah, the Emperor ' set out of
the city on a hunting party, and encamped in a garden con-
tiguous to the town of Louly; but a few days after he was seized
by an Esquinancy and apalpitation of the heart, which was soon
followed bv a pain in the side, and by a swelling that disturbed
the animal excretions, and impeded the admission of liquids as
well as solids. He was immediately requested to lose some
blood, and to suffer an application of some leeches. But this not
affording the desired relief, he returned in a few days to the
Citadel, where, after some repose, he found himself better.
The Niiu-r8z, or New Year's Day, fell this year on the twenty-
fourth of Moharrem, of 1 :56. On a Tuesday, being the seventh
of the first Djemady, of the same year, Saad-eddin-qhan, Mir-
ateshy,as wellas Steward of the lmperial Household, after having
made his obeisance to the presence,~ went home, and, about
midnight, he found himself ill of a pain in the bowels, of which
he expired before day-break. His son, having, a few days after,
made his appearance before the Emperor, received a Qhylaat of
mourning, with the confirmation of his father's two offices ; to
which was added a fringed Paleky-, and an augmentation of his
Military grade; so that he was now Commander of five thousand
hotpe, ‘and Grandmaster of the Imperial Palace, . as well as
Steward of the Household. In this same year, an Imperial order,
backed by notes in the Emperor's hand, was severally dispatched
to Emir-qhan, Viceroy of Ilah-abad; to Abool-mansoor-qhan,
Governor of Aood ; to Zekeriah-qhan, Viceroy of Lahor, and‘Mol-
tani; to Radja Baht-sing, Rathor; and to Radja Dehiradj-djehi.
sing, as well as to several other persons of distinction, request-
ing their immediate atte' dance at Court. Nizam-el-mulk like-
wise received a similar oxler ; but that Viceroy excused himself
upon his great age, and the debility of body inseparable from it.
The truth is, that being at the head of six Soobahdaries, or
Viceroyalties,_he thought himself strong ecfough to decline going
to Court; he had besides resolved on conquering the kingdom
of Carnatic, had already besieged and taken the fortress of

(I50) juplter and Ian, or rlher Saturn and Man,—-as those of good omen,
are Jupiter and Venus.
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Tir-china-pally(r5I), and received Arcat at composition. As to
Radja Dehiradj-Idjehising-sevai, he died the seventh of Shaaban,
which was about the time of the Hindoo Festival of the Dessara,
when three Ranies or P_rincesses, his consorts, with three of his
concubines, and some of his dancing-women, thought proper to
follow him into the other world, and burned themselves together
with his body, on his funeral pile, which in the Indian language
is termed to become Sath'(r 5:). \Ve have said, that several
Viceroys had been ordered to Court. Abool-mansoor-qhan, on
receiving the lmperial command, referred himself for his com-
pliance to Emir-qhan, his neighbour, of Ilah-abad, with whom
he was closely connected, and to whom he acknowledged himself
beholden for his promotion. That keen-sighted nobleman, think-
ing that bringing a General of that character to Court would
redound to his own honor and advantage, exhorted him to comply
with the lmperial mandate, and, on the other hand, ’Abool-
mansoor-qhan having conceived’ that his affairs would i-eceive
some benefit by making a stay at Court, resolved to make the
voyage; and he tarried sometime to complete his preparations.
Radja Nevol-ray was ordered to act in his absence as his Deputy.
This was a man whom he had raised from a common trooper in
his service, to the highest dignities at his Court, and whose
abilities and zeal were so agreeable to him, that he had lately
made him his Paymaster-General. After making his mind easy
on that subject, and spending some more time with his several
Governors and Deputies, he fixed a day for his departure, as he
had given his word to Emir-qhan that he would be in the Capital.
a few days only after him. The latter put his affairs in order,
and left for hisDeputy, Syéd Mahmed-qhan, an Iranian, renown-
ed for an heroical bravery, which had greatly raised his character,
when he commanded at Corrah._ After that he set out on his
journey, and on the twenty-ninth of_ Ramazan, he arrived on
the strand of the Djumna, over against the venerable Citadel of
the lmperial‘ city. There he was met, two days after, by the
Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan, who'on that day, which happened to
be the festival ending the fast, came out the city, took" him
on his own elephant, and carried him to his palace. On that
W C (:51) Once a city,and fortress, in the Cu-natie; but now greatly fella:

. (ass) This wqrd lean adjective, Coming from S‘-at, which signifies together.
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same evening, Emir-qhan went to Court, and had the honor to
pay his obeisance, and to kiss the columns of the lmperial throne,

As to Abool-nlxansoor-qhan, on the day destined for his
departure, he heard that §éyd Hedaiet-aaly-qhan, my father, (in
whose company I had the honor to be, being then a very young
man) was coming to Feiz-abad-Aood ; upon which he sent Semi-
beg-qhan, his introductorflo receive him at some distance from
the city. My father having embraced Semi-beg-qhan, came with
him to Feiz-abad, where he paid his respects to Abool-mansoob
qhan ; but as that Viceroy was going to mount, and waited only
for the favourable moment, the visit was an abridged one ; and my
illustrious father landed at Semi-beg-qhan’s house. In about an
hour after, Abdol-rahim-qhan, Astrologer to the Viceroy, having
seen the sun in his astrolabe, sent word that this was the favourable
moment ; and the Governor mounting immediately, went and took
his quarters in his Pish-khana, or set of spare tents, that had
been pitched for him in a camp at a short distance from the City
of Feiz-abad. There he stopped a few days, and then set out
for the Capital, carrying with him, not only the best part of his
troops, but also his whole family. Being arrived at a particular
spot upon the Ganga, between Cannodje and Mekenpoor, famous
for the Monument of Sha-Medar, he stopped four days there,
both to pay his "respects to that vcnera.ble spot, and to throw a
;b'ridge over the river, with the boats which he always carried
with him over land. The bridge being ready, he first dismissed
his Deputy, Radja Nevol-ray, and then bestowed the Fodjdary

. of Qhalr-abad on my father, to which he added this compliment :
.-“ You are already fatigued by a long voyage, and I therefore
9" leave you to take some repose ; but should you not agree with
" Raja Nevol-ray, then you shall come to me again at the
“ Capital." This -attention was flattering; but my father',_<not
pleased with his being put under the orders of a Deputy, desired
to follow him to Court. Being in the territory of Djan-Siter, on
the day cmiing the fast of the Ramazan,‘ that General stopped
one day to fulfil the-rites of that festival, which consists in march-
ing -armed -infproccesion to some distance in the fields, and in
assisting at the Qhootbah(i 53), for which »pu:po';g he ordered a
l' K053) The Qhoothah ll a prayer pronounced standing by the ofhciant, but with
his face turned to the people.‘ It begins by the profession of faith, by e prayer not



224 THESEIR

number of tents to be pitched at some distance from his camp;
after this he marched on, and arrived in the territory of Shah-
rljehan-abad. There he was met by his own Agent at Court,
Radja Latchimi-narain, and by Séyd-nessar-mohammed-qhan,
the Shir-djung, a Lord 6f the Court, who was son to Syadet-
qhan, brother to the late Saadet-qhan. and of course nearly
related to Abool-mansoor-qhan. This spot was at three days’
journey from the capital ; and thither he proceeded in all haste.
But being arrived on the bank of the Djumnah, he thought it in-
cumbent upon him to make his appearance with some pomp and
magnificence. Leaving, therefore, his baggage behind, he march-
ed on in great order, being then within sight of the Citadel. He
had with him about ten thousand men of Cavalry, all well mount-
ed, and well armed; the Hindostanies upon horses of value of
their own country; the Moghuls, of whom his army mostly coo-
sisted, npon Persian horses; all stout and vigorous, all armed
to advantage, all dressed in scarlet, and cutting an appearance
equally pompous and formidable. This body was interspersed
with a number of elephants, carrying Ambaris covered with
beaten gold. The General was preceded by the elephants richly
caparisoned, which carried superb ensigns, and marched slowly,
surrounded by his troops. Luckily for him it had rained the
whole night, and the morning proved fair and cool, when he made
his appearance before the building, called the Octagonal Tower ;
which being richly gilt, shone in emulation of the then rising
sun. The Emperor was there, although not visible. The General,
on approaching the tower, alighted from his elephant, and, ac-
cording. to custom, made a profound bow, and stood awhile in a
respectful posture. The Monarch answered his borw by sending
himone of the roses then before him, with some fruit which was

to, but for, Mohammed, and his four first successors, and ends by a prayer for the
reigning Prince; after which the Priest as well as the whole assembly pronounce the
Fatehs in a low voice, and the assembly is dismissed.

This Fateha ls pronounced by way of spprecation. The ollicilnt has in his
hand a stall or a sabre, just as the place in which he now oficiates, has been taken
by capitulation or by storm. It is customary, on the day of the Sacrifice, and
whilst he ls praying for the reigning Prince, to throw,ov‘e'r his shoulders s Qhylast,
or dress of honour, and the san\o_person rolls a rich turbant round his head. This
commemoration of the Prince, ln' the Qbootbah, amounts to aa oath, or a_et of
alliglaoee.
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presented by an eunuch of the presence. The Viceroy mounted
‘again and retumed to his camp, leaving the Emperor much
pleased with the show and the warlike appearance of his troops.
All this was yet on the other side of the Djumna. The eleventh
of Shcvval having been pointed out to the General as the favour-
able moment, he early crossed the river, on a bridge which the
Emperor had ordered to be thrown over for him, and encamped
on a spot on the other side, where he had pitched his camp, and
where the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan had also ordereda number of
tents to be pitched for his own rctipue, and a magnificent one
Inr himself; that_Minister intending to meet the Viceroy, and to
bring him to Court. ‘Sometime after the Vezir made his appear-
ance, and having ordered a number of the Viceroy’s people who
had filled the tents, to withdraw, and to sit without on their
Zin-poshes(154), he filled the largest with his own people, and
took his place in it. After tarrying some moments, he came out,
with a small number of persons of distinction, and advanced to-
waiidsa large tent, with a very large enclosure, that embraced a
spacious yard. On the Vezir’s making his appearance at the
gate of the enclosure, the General, who was only attended by a
small number of men of distinction, amongst whom was my
father, got up from his Mesned, and advanced out to meet him ;
and the Minister being already in the middle of the yard, they
embraced each other, as is the custom in, India, and took
together their seats on one and the same Mesned. After halfan
hour's conversation, Paan and several kinds of Alurs(|55) were
brought in and accepted; and on the Vezir‘s getting up, he was
presented with a number of qhoans or trays(156), some covered
with curious and costly stuffs, and some with jewels set and
unset. After which he departed, and at that very moment he
A (154) Zia-posh,(Saddle-covei-)7; it is generalof broad =13». and lined, and
so ampleas to serve for a carpet to two or three men.

(155) _Atur is in general talren for the essential Oil of Roses, extracted from
Rose-water, by the heat of the sun. it is a precious drug, very scarce, and it has
sold at Calcutta, for a hundred times its weight in silver. There are other Aturs,
but ‘not quite so dear. '

(156) Those tabissare about two or three feet in length, and two In breadth,
elegantly painted, gilt, and varnished, and also railed in. They are brought covered
with rich brocade, fringed. The master of the ceremonies, or some other person of
consequence, dr_aws each table close to the Lord complimented, and uncovering
only part of them, gives him a glimpse oi’ the contents, one table after another.

. 29
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received another present of elephants and horses. And as it had
been agreed, that the Minister should precede him to Court, and
that the General should follow close, the Vezir was yet within
sight, when the General mounted, and, with a deal of pom’p and
magnifichnce, he arrived at the gate of the lmperial Palace,
where in the evening he had the honour-to be presented, and to
make his three bows. From thence he repaired to Dara-shecooh’s‘
Palace, which had been given by the Emperor to the General's
uncle and _fathe'r-in-law, the famous Saadet-qhan. His army,
which was considerable, ,continued pouring into the city the
whole night, and a mighty city it must have been, indeed, where
several such Princes, as Abool-mansoor-qhan, Emir-qh'an, Zeke-
riah-qhan, and Nizam-el-mulk, could enter with their numerous
armies, and as numerous attendants, without occasioning, in the
houses and streets, the least appearance of throng or confusion.
The citizens, who had business with those Princes, were obliged
to inquire where they had landed; but the common people knew
nothing of either their being come in, or of their being gone out.

I’ My forgiven father, also, having hired the seat of Radja
Baht-mul, who had been Divan of the Imperial Qhalissah, went
into the city. On the eighteenth of the same month, Shah-nevaz-
qhan, son to Zekeriah-qhan, but whh was commonly known by
the name of Mirza-pahlory, under which he had acquired some
character for bravery and military abilities, was in the evening
admifted to the honour of paying his bows to the Emperor. A
month after, but in the same year, Abed-aaly-qhan, second son to
Mir-djemlah, was promotedto the office of Supreme Sadr, and
honoured with a Qhylaat ;' and four days after Bend-aaly-qhan,
son to Ghafret-qhan the l-lusseinian, who bore the same title
as his maternal-grandfather, namely that of Shir-ef-ken(157),
having been introduced by Emir-qhan, with whom he had come
to _Court, was graciously received, and presented with a Qhylaat
of‘ five pieces. About this time, it being a cool, night of the
thirteenth Shevval, the nuptials of the Imperial'iPrince, Ahmed-
mirza, with a lady descended from Mehabet-qhan, were celebrat-
ed with a deal of . magnificence. This same year, 1 I 56, being a
Friday, the twenty-fourth of Zilcaadah,_a Comet, with _a tail- half a

(:57) Shir-cf-ken signifies the tesrer and ovcrthrower of Lion, and also the
tearing Lion, and overthrowing Lion, ‘
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yard in length, made its appearande, and shone for two-and-
twenty days together, beginning with the dusk of the evening,
and continuing as late as midnight; it remained motionless
betwixt the end of \.P|':¢¢.r and the beginning of Aries. ~ At the
end of that time, it seemed to move between the two signs
towards the south-west ; but then its tail assumed a pike’s length,
from the fifteenth of the next morith of Zilhidja, and the Comet
itself became of the bigness and brightness of Vesper, always in-
creasing in magnitude and brilliancy, and inclining towards the
east, when it disappeared on the last day of that same month.
On the fourth of that month Sheh-saad-ollah, Divan of the
musters, departed his life, as did, the next day, Mehr-perver,
consort to Bahadyr-shah, and grandmother to Mahmed-shah;
and they were both, according to their requests, buried close
to Choodja-Cootoob-eddin’s monument. This same day the
Viceroyalty of Gudjrat was conferred on Fahr-ed-dowlah, brother
to Roshen-ed-déwlah.

This was an indifferent choice, but it became necessary;
for that Kingdom having, as we have said in the former volumes.
been severed from the lmperial jurisdiction, and transferred to
the Marhattas, who held it these many years with a strong
grasp, no one chose to accept such a charge. But as the new
;Viceroy. bore a character for valour, Mahmed-yar-qhan, whom we
have mentioned to have quitted Abool-mansoor-qhan’s service,
attached himself to him, and engaged him tdturn his views
towards that dangerous country.‘ The story of that officer is
singular enough :—Tired with the laborious life he was obliged
to lead in -the camp of so active a man as Nadyr-shah, and
fearing likewise his animadversion upon some other subjects,
he had fled to Hindostan, wherei he had remained concealed,
-during that Monarclfs sojourn: After his departure, be attached
‘himself to.Saadet-qhan, his countryman, who knew him for a
man of great courage,';and carried him to Feizi-abad, wberehe
soon had an opportunity to signalise his abilities. A report
spread at that time at Benares, where that General was with his"
'army,,'that a great treasure of money was approaching -from
Bengal under a double escort of Marhattas, commanded by a
Marhatta General, and Iof l-lindostanies, commanded by an
oflicer sent-' by Zin-eddinéahmsd-qhan, Viceroy .of' Azim-abad.’
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This convoy was sent by Aaly-verdy-qhanof Bengal, to Baladji-
rao, the Marhatta Generalissimo, and was then on its way to the
Marhatta Camp. lt was this treasure which Mahmed-yar-qhan
undertook to carry off. Setting out with about two thousand
Moghul horse, he made so much haste to overtake it, that on
his arrival at Saherseram, he found himself with only seventy
horse. With this handful of men he fell upon the enemy,
killed some, threw the whole in disorder, and his troops follow-
ing apace, he had already beaten the enemy before the whole of
his force could arrive. He had killed numbers of them, madfii
some prisoners, dispersed the rest, and seized the treasure, with
which he returned to Benares(x 58). A service of that importance,
instead of promoting his interest, ruined him in Saadet-qhan’s
mind. The Viceroy took umbrage at so muchdaringness, and a
coolness took place between them ; and the Officer, having parted
from him in disgust, had now taken service with_Fahr'-ed-dowlah.
The man, 'full of resentment, expected to be able to debauch
the Moghul troops in Abool-mansoor-qhan’s service, and to bring
into his possession, by some means or other, his artillery also;
after which, he doubted not, but under Fahr-ed-d6wlah’s name,
he would drive the Marhattas from Gudjrat. - Full of this scheme,
he fell to work, and intrigued with the Moghulsi But those
eo le who had fled from the laborious life they had led in Nadyr-P P I , _

shah’s__ca.mp, and now enjoyed some rest in Abool-masoor-
qhan’s service, did _not choose to listen to a man» whom they
knew to be of a choleric restless temper, that would engage in
endless expeditions, and allow them not a moment of rest ; and
they refused his offers flatly, and none stayed with him but some
hundreds of men who had been his companions, and who having
personal obligations to him, went over to his camp ; and it was
r (:58) Mahrned-yar~qhan being sent for on the first intelligence of the treasure
being on the road, that oficer without waiting for the Vieeroy‘a speaking, broke
outi Iwill do it—I ans precisely, said he, Ills mars you nmntfnr suck an enterprise.
For what enterprise P replied the Viceroy. For falling, like lightning, upon than
Corona tlial an marching pl our elbows. Will you safer those iqfldsls to ssarrli
ofwith so smell money I Sinceyou have guessed, said the Vleeroy,fsr shat Iliad
It'll/or you, depart immediately, and sat out to-unorroi. i_ To-nigll, rspllod the
mill, dud if I some or all, it sill be with the money. The Marhatta Escort d four
thousand men was already defeated and flylng,beforo ha had‘-been joined by one-
thlrd-._ of his two thousand Moghula,- and he attaelrsd lt with only seventy man. It
is remarkable, that he measured eighty or. ninety Cosses of ground from ‘Fol:-abad
tn in thirty or forty hours’ tlrne,
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with these few men he undertook to carry Fahr-ed-dowlah to
Gudjrat. He departed accordingly; but his numbers were so
small, that all his eflorts proved abortive; nor did he gain Fahr-
ed-d6wlah’s heart, ‘who was a man of courage, but of little
understanding. The man, not pleased, retired to live in a corner,
but_ being sick of a still life that did not agree with his temper,
he returned to Nadyr-shah’s camp ; and although he had every
thing to fear from that Monarch’s resentment, he presented
‘himself before him with an undaunted countenance. That Prince,
on casting his eyes upon him, recollected him at once, and said,
" Since you fled from my resentment, why have you come back P"
—-"Because," answered the man, “ rather than to live amongst
“ cowards, it is better to be killed by a brave man, like you ;
" and now I bring you my head.” Nadyr-shah, pleased with his
answer, gave him his pardon, and sent him upon a command
in Pars(r5g), orin Herat. After Mahmed-yar-qhan’s departure,
‘Fahr-ed-dtlwlah was beaten by the Marhattas, and became their
prisoner; nor was it until after a deal of trouble and many sufl'er-
lngs, that he found his way again to Shah-djehan-abad, where
he retired to his house.

At the end of this year, on the seventh of Zilhidja, there fell
such violent rains, and these were mixed with so much hail, and
so much lightning and thunder, that people were confounded and
amazed. The lightning fell in the Citadel, did adeal of damage
in the public Audience Hall, killed two horses and two men, and
stunned several others. On the 25th of the same month the Em-
peror was pleased to honour Sheb-saad-ollah’s son with a Qhy-
laat of mourning; and as by that death the office of Divan ol
the musters became vacant, the Monarch bestowed it on Abdel
rnedjid-qhan, the Cashmirian, who on that very day took posses-
sion of his office, by sitting in the cacherry or tribunal, and
signing some papers. This year, being the one thousand one
hundred and fifty seventh of the l-ledjrah, the Nou-rooz, or New-
Year‘s Day fell on the sixth of Sefer(16o). This year also Nizam-
el-mull: having besieged the Fortress of Paleconda, in the territory

(I59) Parall the Perils of the Greeks. It is one of the slz grand divisions
rm -ma an ream or Iranians paroelout their Country.

(160) 'l‘heSolar ynr, lmongat the Mussulmen, begins on the aand or third of
March ; but the beginning of their Lunar year wander: throughout all the seasons.
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of Haiderabad, recovered that stronghold from the hands of
_Mucarbe-qhan, the Decanian. A great change happened’ this
same year at Court. As the Emperor was dissatisfied with the
Tooranian Lords, atthe head of whom were the Vezir Camer-
_ed'din-qhan, and Nizam-el-mulk; and Saad-eddin-qhan, as well as
his son, Hafiz-eddin-qhan, were known to be attached to them, the
latter was dismissed from the command of the Imperial Artillery,
an oflice oflthe utmost importance, and which gives adisposal of
the Emperor's person and family; and at the same time the office
of Mirateshy, or Grandmaster of the household, wa's, on Emir?"
qhan’s recommendation, bestowed on Abool-mansoor-qhan ; the
Emperor at the same time passing a compliment upon the many
services he had rendered the State, and expressing his. hopes of
his continuing to be equally vigilant and faithful. On this promo-
tion Abool-mansoonqhan order'ed the insignia of his oflice, such
as the axes and other articles, to be brought into his presence ;
and having issued some orders relative to his charge, he toolt from
that day his residence in the Citadel. The next day he obtained,
for my forgiven father, -the Fodjdary of Sekendera, at a small
distance from the Capital, and he introduced him to the Emperor.
On my father's paying his obeisance, he was honoured with a
Qhylaat which he put on immediately ; and it was at the same time
that myself, the poor man, was,‘ with my younger brother, Naky-
a'a'ly-qhan, honoured with Military grades and the title of Qhan,
We both remained some months at Court, in our father's service,
after which we applied to Abool-mansoor-qhan for leave to re-
turn to Azim-abad, a city where our family was established these
many years, and where I had-my glorious mother, my aunt, my
uncle, and my brothers; a city where we had contracted c'onnec.
tions and friendship, both with Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, Viceroy
of the province, and with his uncle, Aaly-verdy-qhan. That
General not_only obtained our demand, but he dismissed us with
every mark of honour and kindness, decorating both brothers with
a Qnylait and a Serpitch, and sending by our means his prayers
to the Nazem of Azim-abad( r61), and some curious presents to

(I61) The Nazem of Aslm-shed, although himself s Governor ot en Important
province, being so very Inferior to Ahool-msnsoor-qhan, the letter sent him only
his Duo, or prayers, It ls the ususl expression. Selena ls shove It, as It slgnlles
5°“ l'f"“"8‘- "4 I 6¢I- Bvldegbi signifies attachment and respect, and ls the
highs: expression, .
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the Viceroy of Bengal. We arrived at Azim-abad, the first of Zil~
caadahof that same year, with all our retinue without meeting any
accident by the way. At the end of this same year Aya-mull,
Prime Minister of thelate Maharadja(r6a) Asiri-sing-sev§.i,having
had the honour tobe presented to the Emperor, receiveda Qhylaat
of five pieces; and on the fifteenth of the same month of the
second Djemady, the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan, who had been
out of the city, and had got into a tent for the purpose of condoi-
ing with that Prince on his father "the late Maharadja's death,
and also for bringing him with more honour to Court, paid him a
short visit; and on the evening of that same day, he received a
respectful. one from the Gentoo Prince. lnthe month of Redjeb,
of that same year, .Homai8n-baqht, brother to the late Emperor
Feroh-syur, and son to Azim ush-shan, departed his life, and he
was buried close to Qhoodjah-Cootoob-eddin's monument. On
the twenty-seventh of Shaaban the Fodjdary of G8a1iar was taken
from Qhyzyr-qhan, and bestowed on Emir-qhan; as was the
Government of Cashmir, on Abool-mansoor-qhan, after -it was
taken from Assed-yar-qhan, a" simple'man, on whom it had been
bestowed by Emir-qhan’s recommendation. This Governor now
lost his appointment on some bad offices which were rendered
him by the same Emir-qhan, and he was‘ denied access to the
Empegofs presence. At the same time both Emir-qhan and
Aboolirnansoor-qhan were honoured by the Emperor with
each _a rich belt.- The latter, who was attached by his ofiice
to the Emperor’s person, sient Nessar-_ma'hmed-qhan, a rel_ation
of his, to take, possession of that Government; and he gave
him a_$§_t_g_ong body of both Hindostahy and Moghul troops, with
instructions to bring the refractory people of that country under
some order. Thisinobieman being arrived in his _Government,
found means, by dint of promises and by a faint agreement,
to engage one Baber-ollah, a man " of consequence in that
country, but equally powerful and refractory, to cg-ne to see
him ; but as eoon as h‘e'had him in his power, he got him seized
and confined. The new Governor after" this manoeuvre, spent

(:63) This word of Maharadja, which signifies great King in the aaeient Hindoo
language, signifies now nniya great Prince; and it is a title of honour which the
Iperor used to hestow as a favour on the principal Hiadom of his Empire, but
which is bestowed new even hvhis Viceroys.
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some time in enjoying‘ the pleasures aliorded by that terrestrial
Paradise, and then returned to Shah-djehan-abad, after having
placed, as Deputy-Governor, a relation of Abool-mansoor-qhan’s,
called Efrasiab-qhan. On the seventeenth of the Ramazan of
that same year, Azim-ollah-qhan, who had been this longwhile
kept confined in the Citadel of Shah-djehan-abad, was released
from his confinement by death ; and he went to join his relations
and those that resembled him in character; the next morning,
his body having been brought to his house in the city, where
the Vezir Cammer-eddin-qhan, who was his near relation, had
repaired, according‘ to custom; the throng that accompanied
that Minister .proved so very great, that the floor of the house,
which happened to have a Tali-qhana(i63), and possibly was
that moment under some secret influence, gave way, and the
body, the Vezir, and all his people fell into the apartment
underneath, but, however without receiving any great hurti. The
Vezir having escaped that danger, ordered the body to be buried
close to the monument of Shah-nizam-eddin. At the end of
this same year, about the last day of Zilcaadah, there happened
to be an unauspicious, conjunction in the sign of Libra. it made
its appearance again in the month of Sefer of the year n58,
and having appeared for the third time in Virgo, about the end
-of the second of Reby, it disappeared entirely. The last month
of this‘ same year, Sooltan Ea:-eddin, son to Mui§zz-edclin-
Djehandar-shah, departed his life.

V After having detained the reader’: attention with these un-
important events, it_ is time to introduce to his knowledgea
man who has’ founded a Sovereignty very near the Capital of the
Empire. This man is Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah. We have
already mentioned several times in the former volumes the name

(I63) Tahqhana signifies house of Incl. it is a subterraneous apartment
always under the ground-floor, and so contrived as to admit little light, and of
course little heat. People resort to_those places from noon, as far asthe evening in
the months of March, April, and May, at which time there blows a wind that seems
to ems outol an oven. Some people have jets d'Eau:'ia those apartments, but
all are besprinlrled with water. There are no Tah-qhenss ln.,Bengal, (excepted at
Patna), the country being too humid and too much infested with snakes; The
Author's superstition makes him mention the words of secret influence, as if the
deceased had become the object of the Divine maledictlon, for having by the Vezir‘:
attacked and slain S_eit-qhan, a Séyd.
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of that extraordinary man, especially as having been so instru-
mental in Séif-qhan’s ruin and death. This man, originally a
son of a Gentoo Ahir(r64), and adopted by an Afghan of no
higher pedigree than himself, had a fund of bravery and capacity,
which rendeged him worthy of command. He availed himself of
the _neglect and supineness so conspicuous in the Vezir Camer-
eddin-qhan's character, to carry his point, and to establish his
power firmly in his new dominions on the other side of the
Ganga, which he peopled with a multitude of Afghans that
flocked to him ' from all parts, and henceforward took his name.
The means by which he raised himself to the pinnacle of fortune,
are so extraordinary and so sudden, that it becomes necessary
to give here a succipct account of them. He was at first a
Commander of‘a small body of Afghan Cavalry, with which,
having -taken 'service with the two Qovernors of the province of
Moorad-abad, he, behaved on all occasions so well, and rendered
so many_ services, that he became a favourite with them both,
and acquired a character highly esteemed all over the country;
This country, _svhich'-was the Djaghir of the Vezir Camer-eddim
qhan, had been for -a length_of time governed by two Noblemen
muchin favour with that Minister, namely, Osmet-ollah-qhan, and
Ferid-eddin-qhan, who took a particular liking to Aaly-mahmed-
Rohillah. -The latter had already acquired a high character for
prdwess and military conduct, by assisting so timely Azim-ollah~
qhan, in his engagement against Séif-qhan; and as Azim-ollah-
qhan was so “nearly related to the Vezjr, that oflicer, by his means,
became known to that Minister, who gothim decorated with a
title,'andwith a‘ military grade. He procured him likewise the
grant of some lands from the Emperor, and gave him from him-
self the'command_ over some Districts of his Djaghir of Moorad-
abad. The man no sooner saw himself in some force and
power,7th_nn availing himself of the Vezir"s inattention, and of
the _efl'eminacy of the neighbouring Djaghir-holders, "he found
' (IQ) Th'e of Hindnstan, called Goalas in Bengal, are a particular class
that abstaioi rm animal food, and have for omupation every thing that rnay be
done in aslairy, cheese excepted. They are also shepherds, but only of cows,
'bulle,'aod buflaloes, but never of sheep, goats, or any other animal whatever.

tls_ey neither make nor eat any cheese; and by a Biaarery hardly to
hellevei, those men which put salt Into milk curds, turned sour, hold It i sin to put
any lot I sweet milk. -

as ‘
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means to seize their lands, by way of taking a lease of tl em ;
and meanwhile Death having snatched Osmet-ollah-_qhah_and
Ferid-eddin qhan, those two brave Governors; who had done
so much honour to their age, Aaly-mahined-(qhan, who how
passed for an Afghan to all intents and purposes; availed him-
self of that opportunity to engage in his service a number_ of
Afghan Officers and Commanders, who resolved to share his good
fortune. Those men whom the severities of Nadir-shah had
driven from their homes, and who were floating at random upon
the Ocean of incertitude and despair‘, were glad to hear of a place
of refuge and shelter, and they resorted in shoals to a man who
had already acquired so much renown under the nameof Rohillah,
which was that of one of their clans. The man no sooner saw
himself so strongly supported, than he cast a piercing eye upon
the state of things in Hindostan. The weakness of the Empire,
the effeminacy of its Generals and Grandees, who all aspired to
independence, and the inattention of the first Minister, who,
wholly engrossed by his pleasures as well as by Court intrigues,
spent his time in intemperance and in the company_ o_f the hand-'
somest youths he could procure from all parts of the Empire-—all
these vices of administraton—could not escape the sightof so keen
a man. He availed himself of so many favourable circumstances
tobuild his own grandeur; and after having remained along time
croughing, he raised his head at once, and setting up for himself,
he became refractory, and neglected sending the usual remittances
to the Treasury. The Vezir, roused from his lethargy by so
bold a step, sent“ for Radja Harnund, a Roudja by qlan, and hav-
ing furnished him from his own stores with a sum of money, a
train of artillery, and a quantity of rockets, he gave him the Gov-
ernment of Moorad-abad, and the neighbouring countries, with
orders to raise as many troops as he might think necessary,‘ for
subduing Rohillah, and with him all the refractory Zemindars of
those parts.- The Radja, having raised anarmy, marched _with
his troops and artillery to Moorad-abad; and, proud of his power
and forces, he commenced issuing orders‘, and exacting submis’-_
sion. Rohillah, like a shrewd Politician, an attentive eye
upon him, and meanwhile he was sending respectful messages,
by which he excused the imprudence of his conduct, and requested
fair the future some abatement‘ in the high rents which had been
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heretofore expected from him. The Radja, elated with his dig-
nity and the Vezir's support, would not hear of any abatement t
he required an unconditional submission, and was intent only on
picking up some quarrel with him, and tearing him by the roots.
The man, seeing himself thus pressed hard, turned-his eyes
towards his Afghans, and having assembled the principal men
amongst them, he made an exposition of the state of things,and
asked them, what was their opinion, and what they intended ti:
do._ The Afghans, a race naturally brave and determined, who
breathed nothing but conquests and new establislimepts, seeing
the Radja bent on their destruction, advised Rohillah to stand
upon his defence, and requested him to reckon upon their hearty
assistance, and support. The man, satisfied to see them so re-
solute and unanimous, assembled them secretly in several bodies,
and on an appointed day, he_joined them himself, and effected a
general junction; after which he marched against Harnund. The
latter sensible now, that matters had grown serious, was already
in readiness, and he advanced with intention to tight; nor were the
two armies at a great distance, when the Hindoos, who not only
are careful ‘observers of the meteors and phenomena of the air, as
well as of the motions of celestial bodies, but who trust so far to
the conclusions they draw from them,as to think that they concern
their happiness in this world as well as in the other; the "Brahmans,
l say, who abounded in the Radja's army, where they bore a sway,
opposed themselves to his moving farther, and requested his wait-
ing for the favourable moment. This request engaged him to raise
an intrenchment round his encampment, which he lined with his
artillery,in expectation that with soothing messages, and protract-
ed negotiations, he ‘would keep the Afghans at bay, until the
favourable day should come. 'Rohilla fully informed oflall this,
as the two armies» were so near, suffered himself to be apparently
amused, and havingipread areport that in the evening he would
pay hisrespects to the Radja, he fell that very night upon his
camp, and threw every thing in confusion. lt is observable, that
intelligence beingibrought the Radja that the "Afghans were ap-
proaching in an hostile manner, the man who wasthen consulting
his idols, answered, that this was not a fighting day for them, and
went on with his devotions. Meanwhile the Afghans entered the
intrenchrhent, and commenced killing and sacking and plundering
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every thing in their way. In this confusion Motiram, a Hindoo
Commander, mounted his horse with afew of his men,and opposed
the enemy; but he was cut down with his follow_ers, andhe hastened
‘with them into the regions of eternity. Hairnund, all this while.
was still in his oratory, and occupied at his devotions with which
he went on; and without attempting to get-up, orto interrupt his
prayers, he suffered himself to be cut down by the astonished
Afghans. Rohillah, having in this manner dispersed all that mul-
titude in a little time, found his power established by a victory
equally great and easy, and his force recruited by the addition of
a treasure in money, and a great train of Artillery. But the
Minister was not roused by such an important stroke. Like a
man lost to all sense of honour, he was not ashamed to commence
a negotiation with the rebels, and he chose for that purpose his
favourite wife, Sholah-poori(r65), and his youngest son, Muaien-
ed-dowlah, better known under the name of Mir-mannoo. Aaly-
mahmed-qhan, hearing of her errand, and knowing that she was
already crossing the Ganga in her boat, got himfelf into some
boats that were at hand, and with a few friends only he crossed
over, and paid the Begum and her son his respects and duty.
After the first compliments, the dispute about rents and tribute
was between them dispatched in a fe v moments. It is even said,
that they concluded a match between the young- Lord, and
Rol1illah's daughter, but we have never heard since that day, that
the ceremony ot marriage had been performed between the
young people. Be it as it will, from that period Aaly-mahmed-
qhan rose to figure amongst the Princes of Hindostan, and
having in a littletime assembled an army of forty thousand,
determined Afghans, he stretched his dominion from near to
near, and established his authority in Moorad-abad, Berheily,
Anoulah, Bed€ion,, Bun-gar, Sambal,.and Amrtiah, as well as in
some other places. Henceforward he became so proud, as to make
no accunt of the Court, and matters remained that state until
the time when Abool-mansoor-qhan, becoming Grandmasterof the
Emperor's household, incensed that Monarch against the insolence
of Rohillah, and engaged hini to exert the lmperial power in
chastising and crushing the Afghans. i
i ‘('|6$i) The title o£.Poori, attached to her name, renders it evident that she Inna!
tron been on'ginal|y__ 1 than-womu, and an actress.

A
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The Emperor, sensible of the goodndfsslof the advice, and
that it arose from zeal for his honor, resolved to march against
the rebels; and on the twenty-fourth of Moharrem, he at day-
break displayed the standard of departure, and went in the
suburbs to the seat of L68ni, as if to change his ground. Alter
a stay of twenty days he proceeded farther, and crossed the river
Henidun, from whence he encamped at Dasna. From thence he
dispatched Saadat-qhan, maternal-uncle to the Empress Maleka-
zemani, with a ‘commission that gave him the Viceroyalty of tilt:
province of Delhi, as well as the command of both the capital
and its citadel. The Emperor at the same time made him a
present of. a sabre, and invested him in that new charge, by
dressing him in a suit of new clothes, which had just served his
lmperial person(t66). The Qhan, having taken his leave, entered
the city on the 23rd of Sefer, and the next day he took possession
of the citadel, whilst the Emperor, who continued his march,
arrived at Sumbul onthe first of the Reby; and on the twentieth
he encamped at Bedéion. This march struck Aaly-mahmed-qhan
with dismay, who not thinking himself a match for an lmperial
army, quitted the field, and took shelterin the fortress of Bun-gur,
which was immediately besieged; and whilst the troops waited
only for the order to mount the breach, this lmperial army was
reinforced by a body of troops, brought by Kaim-qhan, son and
successor to Mahmcd-qhan-Bangash, who having set out from
Feroh-abad, his capital, was arrived in the lmperial camp, where
he had the honor to pay his obeisance by the Vezir's mediation.
About the same time Nevol~ray, Deputy to Abool-mansoor-qhan
in Aood, set out likewise for camp by his master's order, with a
body of veterans and a train of artillery. As this body of troops
was yet on its march on the other side of Bun-gur, which fortress
remained betwixt them and the lmperial camp, it was feared lest
the Afghan should avail himself of that opportunity to fall sudden-
ly upon thereinforcement, and thereby give a mortal blow.to
Abool-tnansoor-qhan, whom he considered as his personal enemy.
And as on the other hand, there subsisted a misunderstanding
between Rohillah on one side, and the Vezir on the other, which

(I66) This is a very uncommon honor. Its importance may be guessed Irons
this, that when two persons intend to be hencefonvard sworn brothers to each
other, they actually aaehaage the turbaats upon their heads.
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latter had taken umbrage utAbool-mansoor-qhan’s power, and
would have been glad to see him undergo bothaloss and an affront,
the Viceroy to parry such a disgrace, took the Emperor's leave;
and having put himself at the head of his own trcops, he inarched
out to meet his Deputy, who was now drawing near. Thejunction
being effected, that General returned with a deal of hohor, and
having marched throughout the whole length of the Vezir's
encampment, he returned to his own former post. The next day.
he presented Nevol-ray to the Emperor, and for his own honor
engaged that Monarch to make him several presents."_ The Vezir
meanwhile shocked at these distinctions, and intent on lessening
the influence of both Emir-qhan and of the Viceroy, was iinderhand
encouraging Rohillah, to stand his ground, although he ought to
have remembered that he was the very m_an from whom he had
received so many alfronts. This connection of interests could
not long remain concealed from the two Lords,.who finding the
the Vezir intent on assuming the honor of an accommodation, left
the negotiation entirely to him. And thus, on the 'third of the
first Djemady, of the year it 58, the Vezir, who had undertaken
to make Rohillah's peace, bound both his hands with a hand~
kerchief, and in that condition‘ brought him to the Emperor. The
Monarch on casting his eyes upon him, ordered his hands
to be set at liberty, and. turni_ng to the Vezir, he said, “ We
recommend this man to your guard.” \Peopl'e were dispatched
at the same time to take possession of the effects in the fortress,
where they found a great quantity of grain and some smallcannon,
but no ready money, and nothing pre_cious. Only a small sum,
which Rohillah had deposited in the hands of Kain]-qhan, was
declared by the latter, and sent to the Treasury. This afiair being
brought to an end, the Emperor's Pish-qhana was on the fourth
of that month, sent towards Shah-djehan-abad; and himself,-
after dismissing Kaim-qhan and Nevol-réy to their respective
oflices, returned victorious and satisfied. ' lt was on the first of
Djemady in the same year, at which time, the sun being then
at the end of the sign -of Leo, the Emperorimade his entry
in the citadel of his Capital, and took his seat the lmperial
Palace. _ ~ *
_M the end of Moharrem, Neviazish-saly-qhan depart-

ed his life_ and was entombed in the monument of -the
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l~lylostep( 167). A month after Eshrefi-qhan, eldest son of the late
Qhandburan, Lord of Lords, departed his life ‘likewise, and was
buried in his father's‘mausoleum. On the seventeenth of Sefer,
the New Year's Day was celebrated with the usual solcmnities,
and about the middle of the first Reby, Assed-yar-qhan,the famous
Poet, who bore the title of Assed-ed-dowlah, departed this life, and
his body was carried to Acbar-abad, the place of his- nativity
and residence, as well as that of his ancestors. He was a man
equally sensible and good-natured, of an equal temper, acquaint-
ed with the sciences, and inclined to utter extempore verses.
He had been presented by Emir-qhan to the Emperor in one and
the same day with Djaafer-aaly-qhan, (another famous Noble-
man of similar temper and talents, and a great friend of my
father's) and with lssac-qhan, (since Mutemen-ed-dowlah), as
well as a fourth person whose namel do not recollect at prese'nt.
The two former were that same day promoted to the grade of
five thousand horse, and the two latter, to that of four thou-
sand. Djaafer-aaly-qhan, having personally attached himself
to Emir-qhan, did not rise higher} but lssac-qhan’s fortune was
so rapid, that he rose to the third Heaven, and no favour ever
equalled that which he enjoyed, as we have already mentioned.
Assed-yir-qhan rose very high likewise. He was honoured with
the title of Assed-ed-diiwlah and the grade of six thousand

(r§1) There are in lndia numbers of monuments dedicated to the Holystep, they
being rhiaed by pious persons at the very spot where they have seen the Prophet in
their sleep, and where he has been pleased to leave an impression of his foot. As
man is naturally an imitator, where he is not persecuted, we have seen whole sets
of Gentoo Dance-women, who having found relief on invoking the Holy-step, went
in-proeeuion to that monument. and danced for I whole day before it; nor will
those romeo, though freelto all at other times, suffer themselves to be touched by
prophanea on such days, or oven to be gazed at; they disappear immediately to
come again when the crowd is past. However, there are other Cldem-Ressools, who
haves different origin, namely, a_n imitation in marble or other materials of the
improossion which the Prophet left of his foot in a very hard atone, now in tho‘
temple of Medina ;‘ which impression might have been really left of that Holy‘.
foot upon some soft clay, as he was standing upon it when intent upon some
building of his at Medina. it is true it has not one of the spiral lineamentl which
the‘ soft clay must have received in that ease; but it_ia no less true that the Pilgrims
by endlas lrissing _it, and passing the palms of their hands \l|)0It it, and then upon
tilhir flossfor a coune of time no Ida than twelve eenturies, may have ahead Q5;
delinsaments, and a great deal more; just as they have by the same prhctles bored
a hols at the top of the Granite Carers of Herra. of three inches deep. ,
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horse, and he enjoyed the command of five thousand effective
troopers in his ‘Brigade; moreover he was decorated with the
insignia of the Mahi, or fish. Emir-qhan, who had taken um-
brage at his behaviour on account of his not having attached
himself personally to him, as Djaafer-aaly-qhan, and many others
had done, was bent on ruining his credit; and finding at his
return from Ilah-abad, that he had recovered his former ascend-
ant ov'er_the Emperor's mind, he rendered him so many ill
oflices, that his Brigade of five thousand effective horse was
disbanded; an action that reflected a great odium upon Emir-
qhan's person. It is reported of Assed-yir-qhan, that he kept
no less than one hundred and forty chopdars, or mace-bearers,
divided in two companies, under two distinct ofiicers, that did
duty alternately at his gate, for the sole purpose of keeping it
free from the noise and tumult so customary at the gates of mien
of distinction, and of men of no distinction? which however
they could not compass; and he used to say that it was Mth a
a view to afford a livelihood to these people, and to avoid the
imputation of sordidness. Hie was so good-natured that on
being visited by people of rank, greatly inferior to his own, he
used to receive and treat them as his friends and equals. May
God assign him a place in the mansions of His mercy! A few days
after his death, intelligence came that Zekeriah-qhan, Viceroy
of Lahor and Mooltan, had departed this borrowed world, and
had taken his journey towards eternity; a piece of intelligence
which the Vezir, who was brother to the deceased’s consort, kept
secret, until he could dispatch Yahia-qhan, the deceased’s eldest
son, who was also his son-in-law, to _put in order his father's
household and efiects at Lahor, and also to sit in _his stead.
That Minister on hearing that he was arrived, published Zeke-
riah-qhan’s death, and took mourning for him. The custom-
ary days of that rite being over, he went to Court, and on that
very day obtained a Qhylaat of departure fvr Gholam-rnahi.
eddin-qhan, whom he invested with the commission of going to
Lahor, and taking possession for the Imperial Treasury of all
the deceased’: efiects. A few days after the Vezir himself, being
Installed in the charge of Viceroy of Lahor aud"'Mooltan, ap.
pointed Zckeriah-qhan’s twosons, to act in those two oflices as
his Deputies; but the two brothers disagreeing together, and
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their disagreement ending in an open rupture Shah-nevaz-qhan,
the youngest brother, seized and confined Yahia-qhan, his elder.
However, the latter,having found means by his mother's con-
trivance to get himself conveyed in a Qhoan(168), out of the
house, quite through his guards, reached the City-gate, where
mounting an excellent horse, kept ready for him, he set out on
a gallop, and was soon out of sight and out of his brother's
reach. ln a short time he arrived at Shah-djehan-abad, where
he had the meanness to put on brick-coloured clothes, to cover
his head with ashes, and, in a word, to turn Fakir. He built
himself a tenement upon the canal, which he called Pim-bari;
and as he was a Vezir's son~in-law, and was worth a great deal
of money, he soon found followers and disciples, who imitated
his garb, and lived in the same manner with him. After his
departure, the younger brother remained in full possession of
those two Governments. Sometime after, that is, on the sixteenth
of Shaaban, Ased-ollah-qhan, elder brother to Emir-qhan, winged
his flight towards the mansions of the Divine mercy; and on the
ninth of Shevval, a son was born to Ahmed Mirza, the presump-
tive heir of the Empire. . .

The N08-r82 fell this year on the twenty-seventh of Sefer.
A few days after arrived at Court, Ghoolam-mahi-eddin~qhan,
who had been dispatched to confiscate the estate of the late
Zekeriah-qhan, in compliance with an infamous custom which has
thken place in the Babrian branch of the family of Temoor(169).
The deceased Viceroy’s son put in his hands some of the most
apparent efiects, with a sum of money, as the whole of the estate;
nor was anything more brought to the presence. Nevertheless
‘ (168) Qhoans are tables of three feet in length, and two in breadth, railed in

lhd covered with a Cupola of lattice-work, over which they throw a piece of broad
cloth that shelters the whole. lt is in these Qhoans that victuals are carried from
the kitchen to the table, and also abroad, it being customary in Hindostsn to send
dressed vlctusls to friends and acquaintances. It is also in such machine: that
young imprudent men find means to get themselves conveyed into Scraglios, where
they are immediately taken possession of by a number of young women, who have
clubbed together for such operations, and who, after having thoroughly squeezed
the orange in a few days, are for their own sakes obliged to throw the rind into n
well ; or it is thrown by the master of the house himself, who chooses that expedient
to llvl his honor, whenever he comes to discover what has passed.

(169) Temoor, or more properly Timur, pronounced Tamer-lung or Tamer-
lan, In Europe, had several sons. His posterity, in the person of Soltan Babr, re
turned to Hindustan and firmly settled itself there.
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the Commissary was rewarded for this expedition with a fringed
paleky, and an augmentation of ‘a thousand horses to his grade.
A strange affair happened about this time. ' ‘-" i"

Behroz-qhan, one of the eunuchs of the presence, after per-
forming his Friday devotions in the mosque, repaired to the
house of a slave of his, who had been many days dead, with
intention to carry away the deceased’s wife, in order to. make a
present of her person to his own saint and director, who had
chanced. to see her and to fall in love with her charms. The
widow refused, and declared that she had no inclination to marry
a second time. This declaration having produced many intreaties
and much altercation, the pimping eunuch, who was resolved to
gratify that infamous director of his at any rate, attempted to
carry_the woman away by force. At this moment her father made
his appearance, and interposed, by intreaties and persuasions;
but the eunuch, proud of his station, and presuming on his
power and influence, commenced talking so high, that the father,
unable to bear his insolence and ill language, and thinking like-
wise that his honour was concerned in protecting his" daughter
from so vile an attempt, struck the invader with his poniard, and
laid him sprawling on the ground. He struck likewise the eunuch's
adopted son, who had followed his father within the inner apart-
ments; but he was himself instantly dispatched by the attendants
of that infamous wretch. The‘eunuch, being stretched at full
length in’his paleky, was carried to his lodgings, where in a little
time he expired. He was buried in the dormitory of Qhoadja
Cootoob-eddin- _ '

“ I should be glad to know whither those travellers intend to go,
"Who have for a guide a man, that has himself lost his way, and is goingastray."
This strange accident was followed by one full as strange.

Hafyz-vadjich-qhan,_an' eunuch, Superintendent of the Imperial
Kitchen, being at his prayers at day-break, fell suddenly into a
swoon, and expired within an hour. lt_ was on the second of
Djemady. His office was given to his -adopted son. At the end
of the month, the Emperor, having set out to take an airing in
the seats about the Capital, was pleased to entrust Mahmed-
issack-qhan with _the guard of the lmperial person, an oflice
become vacant by Behroz-qhan’s death ; and that nobleman after
making his bow in acknowledgment of the favour, was installed
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in his office by being presented with a belt. After which the
Emperor, on the fifth of Redjeb, returned to his blessed man-
sion, where an important event soon came to take place.

VVe have already mentioned, more than once, the high degree
of favour and authority to which Umdet-ul-mulk-Emir-qhan had
risen by degrees. He had indeed such talents for business, and
such fitpess for command, that he was reputed superior in those
respects to all the Lords of the Court, as well as to all his
cotemporaries. On his _own part, he had so high an opinion of
his influence, that he made but little account of all the other
Ministers. lt happened just at this time that the Vezir being
in liquor, and taking the fresh air upon the top of his Palace,
staggered and fell down upon the ground, where ‘he broke some
of his bones, and otherwise received so much hurt, that he kept
his bed for eight months together; and although he recovered
his health, he continued to be so much bruised and hurt, that
he seldom came to Court, being unable to stand before the Em-
peror. And, on the other hand, as he had but a slender opinion
of the capacity of his sons, and did not think any" of them
worthy of being entrusted with the management of affairs, he
requested Emir-qhan to transact business in hisstead with the
Emperor, and then retired to his house to enjoy some rest; for
he came to Court very seldom, and sometimes but once a month,
at which time, after having stood a few moments in the l~mp_erial
presence, he was always dismissed, or took his leave of himself.
As to Abool-mansour-qhan, he was personally attached to Emir-
qhan, to whom he thought himself indebted for his fortune; and
thus this Nobleman’s influence and authority, having no one to
contend with, became boundless and infinite. But he was
iiaturally gay and lively; and -being accustomed.'for some time
to talk familiarly‘-to the-Emperor, he began to lay aside that
tone of deference and air_ of respect, which ought never to be
departed from in the presence of- Kings and Sovereigns. For now
being sole master of the Court, with not one rival to envy, and
not. one .'c_ompetitor' to" contend, with, he forgot -himself so far,
as to take unusual liberties with the Emperor, thinking that his
"advice ought always to preponderate, and that his requests
ought always to‘ befcomplied with.» But the Emperor ;_bail
another favourite, Mahmed-iuac-qhan, whom" he raised so high,
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together with his brother, that they seemed so many Princes ;
although Emir-qhan would make no account of them, as it was to
him that their father owed their elevation. . The Emperor, sensible
of this, was desirous of strengthening Issac-qhan’s interest; and
it was with that view he concluded a match between Sudjah-ed-
dfiwlah-Djelaleddin-haider-qhan, son to Abocl-mansoor-qhan, on
one side, and Issac-qhan’s sister on the other; and to engage
Emir-qhan’s good will to the match, he declared himself the author
of it, and appointed that Nobleman to act as his Deputy, and as
Agent from the Lady, in making the necessary preparatives for
the niuptials. Abool-mansoor-qhan, extremely pleased with the
match, and desirous likewise. of complimenting the Imperial
pleasure, exerted himself in rendering the nuptials as pompous
and as magnificent as possible. Amongst other articles which
he sent, as usual, to the bride, as part ofeher future necessaries,
people took notice of no less than a thousand and some hundreds
_of Vessels,(17o) for water, all of silver, not one of which could
weigh less than a Hundred Rupees. After the celebration of
the nuptials, Emir-qhan thought proper to take his leave, and
to repair to the Castle of Selim-gur, where the Princes of the
Royal blood lived confined. To these he paid a visit; and by
such a conduct he rendered himself suspected, and became
obnoxious to many, especially to his jealous enemies. The
Emperor himself conceived a disgust at ‘such a step. His
heart insensibiy altered, and he came at last to hate the man
whom he had once loved so much; but thinking it improper to
shew his resentment, he went on with dissembling and with dis-
guising his sentiments, until a crisis was occasioned by Emir-
qhan himself. One day, as he was actually speaking to the
Emperor of some matters of State, he brought forward some re-
presentations likely to take up much time. The Emperor, tired,
told him these words: "‘ Umdet-ul-mulk-6a/zadyr(r71), leave
that for some of/fer day.” Emir-qhan answered, that "Ice /mdno

(170) These Vessels being mostly for female ablutions and bathings must
have contained, most of them, several gallons of water, and weighed a Thousand
Rupees each at least. _

(:7!) This expression would answer to the English expression, My Lord Duke,
as it is not customary amongst the Princes of Hindustan to design their servants
and Grandees by any other appellation, than that of their title.
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" more than a few words to' say, and requested to be heard, as
” the subject was urging.” The Emperor repeated what he had
said. The Minister insisted, and both the request and excuse
were repeated tthree several times, and three times did Emir-
qhan repeat his importunity, and beguilty of the same fault.—-
Unfortunately for him, there happened to be present an eunuch
of the presence, whose character was as impatient and peevish,
and as unaccountable and perverse, as any of that choleric tribe ;
and as-he was an old slave of the Emperofs father and grand-
father, and had now, as Superintendent of Imperial Seraglio, the
disposal of several gates of the Palace, (an oflice of high trust),
he was much in favour with that Monarch.’ Rooz-afzoon-qhan,
(for such was his name) impatient to see.the Minister’s impor-
tunity, chanced to say, (but not so low, however, as not to be
overheard by Emir-qhan) “I suppose thisto be such a highjiavored
"story as admits of no delay, and must at any rate be repeated
"to-night to all the old women of the neighbourhood.“ The
Minister, shocked, could not help saying, V" that it little berame
" slaves to tahe such liberties, whilst Grandees of the Empire,
"and Ministers of State, were talhingofmattersqf importance
"to their masters.“ - The eunuch, without being discomposed
by this reprimand, sharply replied, "that if they were slaves,
"they were so to none but the Emperor, and by no means to
',' any others.” On this, Emir-qhan, addressing the Emperor,
said, "if this man continues in the superintendence qf the
” Palace, your slave cannot some to Court any more.” The
Emperor, after having said some obliging things to the Minister,
to appease his rising resentrnents, added : "Do not be uneasy,
',' Umdet-ul-mulh-bahadyr ; your interest is greater than his ;
“and. it shall be done as you wish." The Minister, after a
pause, replied, "ifyour Majesty really wishes to oblige the
“ slave of your Imperial Throne, let the superintendent: be
" bestowed upon me ,- and I shall appoint a proper person to
."e:i'eeute that ofiee, on mypart.” The Emperor agreed. The
§Iinister_getting up immediately to acknowledge the favour,
made a profound bow, and departed. -Being arrived at his home,
he sent for Agah-qhan, an old eunuch oi his own, who was
Superintendent of his Hall of Audience, and he promised to pro-
mote him to-morrow morning, to a high slice in the linperial
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Palace. _ But matters,-meanwhile, were taking a different turn
in the Palace. On the Minister's departure, the Emperor com-
plained of his importunity, and added, "that he had been this
"longwhile tired of Emir-qhan, and “found it dijieult to live
"with him; but now that he wants to get the disposal of most
"of the gates of the Palace," addedhe, “'1 suppose I shall be no
” better than hisprisoner." The_ eunuch answered, that if such
was His Majesty’: pleasure, it was an easy matter to provide for
it. " Do then, " replied the Emperor, “ and make haste, for once
“ he shall have taken possession of the superintendence, it will
“ be then tab late.’ ’ The eunuch, having got his cue, uzent out
ruminating how he could find a man that would- dispatch the
Minister. He spoke of it to one of his confidents, who answered
that he knew a very fit man for the business, and that it was his
own" brother, who had been lately in Emir-qhan’s service, and
having parted with him on the very worse terms, had said more
than once in the agonies of his resentment, that he would some
day or other take his life. The desperado being asked whether
he would undertake to perform theworlt, answered in the aflirma.
tive, and was carried by his brother to the eunuch, who, on put-
ting the question to him, was earnestly requested not to provide
any other man for such a business, as he was determined to be re-
venged of the Minister. The eunuch seeing him resolute and
eager got him inlisted amongst the guards, and placed him in the
inner apartments, where he informed him-that, as soon as Emir-
qhan should get beyond the door of the private hall of audience, he
must fall upon him directly.‘ The wretch being shewn his post,
went in", and placed himself in his ambuscade. The next day,
being the twentieth of Zilhidje in the same year, Emir-qhan came
to Court at day-break, although it was no Court-day, and brought
with him the eunuch he wanted to entrust with the superinten.
dence. He alighted from the paleky, and as soon as he had dis-
engaged himself from the crowd of his numerous attendants, and
from the still more numerous throng of suitors, he advanced to-
wards the hall, when the abominable murderer, without giving
him time to advance above three steps withinitlie door, rushed
from behind, and gave him such a stroke in thebreast with his
poniard, that the unfortunate innocent Séyd fell sprawling on the
ground, and expired instantly. The guards took up his body,
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and stretching it in his paleky, sent it home, followed by acrowd
of men who were going by order to take an account of his effects
and to confiscate his property.

This was opposed by the military in the murdered Minister’s
pay, who refused both to giveithem admittance(x7z), or to suffer
the body to be buried, unless their arrears were first paid or
insured. Not content with that, they shut up the gates, and
would suffer no one to return home amongst those numerous
noblemen that had come to console the family, a_nd to purify
and take_up the body(173). In consequence of this, Haddy-
aaly-qhan, elder brother to the deceased, and Superintendent
of the Elephant ofiice, as well as Abdel-medjid-qhan, Divan of
the imperial Qhalissah, were shut up' within, together with a
multitude oi persons ‘of high distinction, amongst whom were
Naamet-ollah'-qhan, and Bairam-qhan, and many other noble-
men of high pedigree, and of great rank. The Emperor, in-
censed at the opposition made by the soldiery, ordered the
Minister's eflects to be taken possession oi, without minding
the pretensions of his troops or oi his guards ; and in case of
resistance, he commanded that they should be put to the swdrd.
But thelmperial soldiers themselves, sensible that it might be
some day or other their own turn, refused to fall upon people
that asked only for their due ; and both parties being now come

(172) All the troops ot Hindostan, the English excepted, are wretchedly paid.
Twenty or thirty months of arrears are no‘ rarity. The Ministers, Grandes and
Prinea, always keep twice or thrice as many men as they have occasion for, and
tancy to'oonoern them in the conservation of their Lord’: life by witholding their
pay. it must be observed that any impotent debtor, kept these many years out
oLbis money bye powerfulereditor, assumes sometimes a right of stopping his
corpse. This he does by putting his hand upon it, and pronouncing a sentence oi’
the Coran; and in general the relations and invited make up the matter by an
aeeomrnodernent. _ We have seen this done once at Lucknow by a merchant, who
stopped the eofin of Mia-amber, an eunuch of the Palace, and onee at Moosbood-
abad. But such an attempt requires ia resolute man, otherwise it will produce a
good drubbing.

( r 73) It is customary for the nearest relations, or the best friends, to take up
the Charpey or funeral bed upon their shoulders, and to eerry it alternately, to the
' buryingground, repeating. tiers is no God, but God, and llslusnsed is His Jlssssnger.
Some of the rnoet zealous put thelrhand to the spade, and all throw a handful of
earth upon the tomb; the body is previously shaved, washed, purified, perfumed,
and wrapped; and there are a hundred rites and nleetles in pesfoming all those
duties.
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to a pause, Ahool-mansoor-qhan, interposed. He sent two
persons of distinction to take in his name upon themselves
the arrears due to the troops, and to render the last duties to
the body of his murdered friend. ‘By this time four days had
been spent in messages and negotiations; the body was be-
come offensive; and the ungrateful servants, together with the
ungrateful Emperor, being obstinately bent in carrying their
point, matters came at last to this settlement, that the body
should be dismissed out of the house, and the deceased’s effects
sold publicly to as much amount as would discharge the sums
due to his troops. These having kept as hostages both.- Sidy-
Bilal(r74), and Mezid-qhan-Bahadyr, the two persons of distinc-
tion, that had been sent by Abool-mansoor-qhan, then only the
body of that unjustly murdered Minister was suffered to come
out. He was entombed in the Monument of Qhalil-ollah-qhan,
his grandfather, close to Rooh-ollah-qhan’s Sera,-may the
God of infinite mercy have bestowed upon him a place amongst
his pious ancestors l After the burial, the deceased’s effects were
put up to sale, and his troops and dependants received their
arrears from the amount; the Emperor having taken for himself
some of the deceased’s jewels and all his arms, the latter of
which he so greatly admired as to pay ten or twelve labs for
them, which was more than their value, these two articles
produced fifty or sixty lacs, and had cost a great deal more. lt
was only after the sale that the noblemen, who had come only to
condole with the family, and who had been involved in its
misfortunes s_o_ far as to remain besieged and confined for full
eight days, found means at last to escape to their homes.
Abdel-medjid-qhan, a Minister of State, was of that number;
but l-laddy-aaly-qhan, the deceased’s elder brother, with soase

(174) By his name he appears to be an Habissinlan, and all Habissinians are
in the highest esteem in India. The Europeans, accustomed to see in Amerim
the human’ nature degraded, and to pass an indiscriminate condemnation on all
Africans, as arace morally and physically inferior to themselva, would be surprised
to see what sort of men Africa can produce. No, Englishmen themselves are not
braver or more intrepid than the Nobis or Nubians; and no European can he
more faithful and grateful than an Habissinian slave. We have had slaves of
both races, and have been amazed to see their exertions all over Turkey, Arabia,
and Persia. ' In India, Negroes, I-iabfsslnians, Nobis, &e., &e., are promiscuously
called l-{abashies or Hahissians, although the two latter are no Negroes; and the
Nobis and l-labashes differ greatly from each other.
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other personsrelated to the family, could not obtain their re.
lease, even after the troops had been paid ofi, but by presenting
the servants and dependants of the deceased, with full two years’
pay as a gratuit'y. As to the house, and the patrimonial lands,
together with the appendages of the murdered Minister, they
were presented by the Qhalif of the age(r 75), that is, by the
Emperor himself, to his own daughter; and that Princess made
them over to Mahmed-issac-qhan’s care. Let us now pass to
some matters less melancholy.

This year the N68-r8z fell on the ninth of the,first Reby, in
1:60 of the Hedjrah ; and this same year Yahia-qhan, who on
Abdol-medjid-qhan’s dismission had been promoted to the Divan-
ship 0': the Qhalissah-office, departed his life. The third day after
his demise being elapsed, the Emperor sent for his six sons, and
one of hisgrandsons, and presented each of them with a Qhylaat of
mourning; after which, of his own motion, he promoted the eldest
son, who appeared the most capable, to the ofiice of Moonshy
or Secretary of State, held by his father. A few days after, the
office of the Qhalissah was bestowed on Mahmed-issac-qhan,
who was installed in it with a Serpah of six pieces, and that
Minister in a few days aftertook his seat in his cuchery or tribunal,
where he signed some papers as a mark of possession. On the
middle of Shaaban, Agher-qhan, the Turk, Commandant of the
Coirz-bearers, dying(176), his son, Chaghyr-qhan(177) received,
at one and the same time, a Qhylaat of mourning, and his father’s
office. This year likewise ushered in an event quite unexpected.
Nassyr-qhan, the famous Viceroy of Cabool, who had fled from
the grasp of Ahmed-shah-abdali, came suddenly to Shah-djeham
abhd, where he was honoured with a Qhylaat of six piecs, a sabre,
and an elephant. This was in hopes that, as Nadyr-shah

(175) The word Qhalif signifies successor. It|has been given to the first suc-
cessors of Mahomet, namely, to Aboobelrer, Omer, Osman, and Aaly; and likewise
to all the Emperors of the two Houses of Ommiah and Abbass. The Turkish Em-
peror styles himself a Qhalif, and so does the Emperor oi Hindustan ; and his two
Capitals of Delhi and Ag-rah are styled in his Coins andin his Ordinances, Qhalifal
Residences, and also gates of the Qhalifat. The author glances here at the here-
ditary aversion of all the Qhalifs against the Séyds, of which Emir-qhan was one.

(I76) The Cora, or War Club, is a Turkish or Tartarian arm; and he that
bears this arm in the Emperor's praenoe, commands a body of Cora-berdars, or
guards, with such a weapon.

(177) it is very strange that these words signify in Turkish the flying Lord.
32
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"was no more, he might, by his connections with the Afghans
of those parts, bring Cabool again under the dominions of
Hindostan. _ _

_ The year following, being the one thousahd one hundred
and sixty-first‘, was remarkable by two considerable events,
which changed intirely the face of the Empire. The one was the
the demise of Mahmed-shah, who may be considered as the last
Emperor of the House of Babr; the other, the irruption of Ahmed-
shah-abdali, the King of the Doorannies into Hindostan. As
that Prince's invasion took place in the beginning of this year,‘
and the battles which he gave, as well as the troubles and com-
motions which he caused, together with his 1 return hdme, and
the accession of Prince Ahmed to the throne of Hindostan, have
taken up so much space of time, as to extend down to thepfirst
Djemady, we have thought proper to bring all those events into
one point of view.

This Ahmed-shah-abdali was originally one of the principal
Chiefs “of that tribe of Afghans, settled in the province of Herat,
under the name .of -Abdalies(t78). His tribes having revolted
against that conqueror of his age, the formidable Nadyr-shah,
he fell prisoner‘ in his hands, a_nd was for some time one of the
slaves of the presence; when that Prince chancing to take notice
of him, promoted him to a post of Yesaol( 179), and in a little time
raised‘him to the command of a thousand men; and here it must
be observed that although Nadyr-shah was one of the principal
of those Turkish tribes settled in Iran, yet he had so effectually
incurred the hatred of his tribe, and of the whole Turkish
race( 180), that being thoroughly sensible of its consequences,
he had made it a point to attach to his person the several tribes
of Afghans and Tooranians, or Usbeghs, which he had vanquished,
conquered, and subdued. His army was mostly composed of

K (I78) I-ierat is a'Capital City of lran, or Persia, in the province of Qhorasan.
It has been said, that the Afghans established there, were called Abdalies or servants
of Aaly, because they had once embraced the Sect of the Shyias, although they
are now zealous Sunnis. -

(:79) The Yesaols answer to the Indian Chopdlrs, orihflaee-bearers, but with
this difierence, that the Yessols are armed. _

(I80) It ls those Turkish tribes who spread chiefly in the northern parts of
Iran, where they live underitents, and are in general either husbandmen or
shepherds, that furnish almost all the soldiers of Persia.
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those twonations. From them he drew most of his ofiicers and
Generals ; and he gave them so much influence and authority, that
they seemed intirely~to engross his attention and favour; the
Afghans especially, to whom he seemed to trust still more than to
the Turks of Tooran; and he raised them so high, that on his
being killed, most of the principal Afghan Commanders aspired to
a Sovereign power, and for a long term of years commanded as so
many Kings, in most of the provinces of lran. The most powerful
of_them was Azad-qhan, who was at the head of thirty thousand
horse"; a man who ‘had raised such a flame in Iran, as nothing
could extinguish but the waves that plentifully flowed from
Kerim-qhan-zendi’s sabre(i8i), another adventurer like himself,
who vanquished him in battle, took him prisoner, and then made
him one of his Generals.‘ Ahmed-abdali was such another Com-
mander; but he had the wisdom to avail himself of the counsels and
support of Taky-qhan, Governor of Cabool, a man whom Nadyr-
shah had castrated, and whom he nevertheless feared. This
Ahmed-abdali, in the confusion that ensued after Nadyr-shah's
death, fled from camp, and meeting in his flight a convoy of
treasure which was going to the army, under the charge of
Tahmasp-djelair, he fell upon the escort, seized the money, and
made’ use of it to attract so many Afghans to his service, that in
a shorttime he became a potent Prince, who struck money,. and
was prayed for publicly in the mosques. He made seven jour-
neys or expeditions in Hindostan, all which shall be successively
mentioned in these sheets. The’ first was at the end of the year

. , ~ . . V. I . h h
I 150, being then in Nadyr-shah s victorious army, \\lli‘| “hit e
Hcewise returned to Iran, the next year. As he had been bredi
by that Prince, much regard was always paid him; and the next
ear he obtained leave to go home, and see his friends. On hisJ‘ .-
return to theiarm‘y,‘he resolved to go in pilgrimage to the monu-
rnent guarded by hosts of Angels, the venerable Mausoleum of!

the Pontiff ‘of men and spirits, Sooltan-abool-hassen-aaly, son
to Moosa-reza, (on whom be grace and endless praise l)(i82).

A A (I8!) These excellent Sabres made In Persia, are
into waves. .

8 ) This tomb is in the city of Tones, which has from thence been called Mesh-( I a . .
hede. Those that arestieklers for miracles, ought to go to that spacious mosque,

veral miracles are performed, in so public, and notorious a mannerwhere every year se_ _
that there is no roorn left fora doubt. Blind, or lame men,_or maimed, known

of a steel that seems to run
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After having performed his devotions at that sacred shrine, he was
going away, when he observed a Religieuse, settingup close to the
head of the Miraculous tomb, a bit of cloth upon two sticks, as if it
were a tent for small children. Ahmed could not help pausing
awhile, to ask him what he was playing about P The man, looking
steadfastly in his face, answered : “Ar! thou Ahmed-a6daly?"
" Lam," said the other. “ This lent,” replied the Fakyr, “ is
Nadyr-shah’: lmperial tent ; whenever it come: tofall, than
shalt become a King." Ahmed, surprised at such a prediction,
Feft one of his attendants at the Fakyr's, with orders to attend
to the motion of the tent, and to take down the day and hour
whenever it should fall; and he continued his journey to camp.
He was hardly arrived, when Nadyr-shah was killed ; and -Ahmed,
assembling those of his o\vn Clan, fled with them, and arrived
at Mesh-hed, where his first care was to visit the holy monument,
and the man stationed at the tent. The latter, looking at his
paper, mentioned the clay and hour, when it had tumbled down
of itself. Ahmed, overjoyed at this intelligence, compared the
dates, acknowledged the veracity of the prediction, and from that
moment he commenced to aspire to a throne. He joined to his
own body of troops, as many Abdalis as he could persuade, and
being now at the head of aconsiderable force, he engaged Taky-
qhan to join his party. This Governor nick-named Capon, who
was a man oi consequence, that had rendered great services to
Na.dyr='shah, by whose order he had been castrated, was then
in that country, and by his counsels he proved of great senice
to Ahmed. The latter now put upon his turbant the Djica or
Aigrette of Sovereignty, and hearing that_ the tribute of Cabool
and Mooltan, was on its way to camp, under the guard of

for such amongst their own tribe, and throughout that populous city, recover their
sight, or the use of their limbs; and as soones the Saint has granted such e request,
the military music seated at the top of the maingate, plays the whole day to
give public notice; so that imposition seems to be out of question here, and not so
much as thought of; and yet imposition appears on the very face of every one of
those miracles, as well as on the face of this very credulous tale. \Ve have seen, at
Mecca, two men that recovered in Mesh-hed, the one the use of his eyes, shut
up by smallpox; and the other, the use of his leg. They had certificata better
attested than any of those miracles so renowned in Europe; ind for all that it was
evident on the face of the certificates that the writers knew nothingol physics,
nor of truth ; and that they were mere bnnglers at miraelemaking. ‘
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Mir-mahmed-sayd and No'or-mahmed-qhan-Leti, two officers of
character, he fell upon the escort, took the treasure, and engaged
the two officers to join__ his party. Being thus reinforced by a
good body of rtroops, and in possession of so much money, he
marched against an Afghan who commanded in Candahar, and
having killed him in battle, he took that fortress. From thence
he‘ engaged, by dint of intreaties, Shah-sabur, the Religious of
the tent, to come into his camp and to follow his fortunes. This
Saint-Patience (for such is the import of his name) was a grand-
son ofi the famous master Helal, the farrier of Cabool, who had
likewise turned Fakyr, and was greatly revered by the Toora»
nians(l83). Ahmed-abdaly, after seizing the above treasure,
offered the Government of Cabool to Nassyr-qhan, who had
commanded there ever since Nadyr-shah had confirmed him in
that post; but it was on condition that, on his arrival at that
fortress, he could send to camp immediately the sum of five lacs.
The condition being accepted, the Governor received his Qhy-
laat, and he repaired to his post, where he assembled the prin-
cipal inhabitants, to whom he exposed the Shah's demand. As
that city is mostly inhabited by Afghans, a nation whose
characteristic qualification is faithlessness and deceit, they all
declared that it was impossible to raise any money amongst
them. The Governor observed that, if they did not pay the
money, they would be called to an account, as well as himself,
and what then do you intend to do, added he ;—" VVe shall fight, "
answered the assembly. Nassyr-qhan having expressed many
doubts on this resolution of theirs, they all joined in confirming
their engagement by the most sacred oaths and the most solemn
execrations. On which the Governor sent back the Doorrani’s
guards, which had corned back with him from camp. "Ahmed
being informed of all this, ran to besiege the place, when the
inhabitants, forgetting their late engagements, retired every
one to their houses; and Nassyr-qhan, not thinking it safe to
tarry in the place, retired to Peshavor, after having fortified some
strong passes; whilst. the Caboolians, joining Ahmed, inform-
ed him of the manner of penetrating to that place. The Abdaly,
on this intelligence, hastened to Peshavor, and Nassyr-qhan,
it . (983) The Bus-beg ‘Iertan, eswell as all the Ta;-tern and Celmehs,
Teereaiee es Teoraahns In Hindustan.
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seeing his danger, said farewell to his family and prepared
himself for a vigorous defence.

\Vhilst Ahmed-abdaly was marching to besiege Peshavor,
fortune was planning a new set of ‘successes for that new
Monarch. We have mentioned that, on Zekaria-qhan’s demise,
his second son, Shah-nevaz-qhan, had seizedithe Government,
and driven away his elder brother; he was now governing the
two Provinces of Lahor and Mooltan, with nearly an absolute
authority. He had, for his Paymaster-General, one Adina-beg-
qhan, who was a very devil under the appearance of a man.
This man, who had resolved to overset his master’s power, and
to raise his own on its ruins, addressed him in these words:
” You are no more than a nephew to Vezir Camer-eddin-
"qhan, but your elder brother, Yahia-qhan, is his son-in-law
“besides; and he isgone to carry complaint: against you to
” Court. Rest assured, then, that neither Emperor nor Vezir
" shall let you alone in thefull enjoyment oftwo G‘overnn_rent.r."
” You have, however, one resource, and it 2': this : Yoin .d/zrned-
“a6daly'.rparty, apowerful and ruccesgful mun, who openly
“ aspire: to a Crown, and will look upon your joining hi: party
“ar the most unexpected favour which Heaven could confer
“ upon him.” This speech h;.d its full effect. Shah-nevaz-qhan
acknowledged the goodness of the advice, and openedia cor-
respondence with the Abdaly. These two men soon came
to an. agreement, and it was concluded in these terms: The
Crown to Ahmed; the Veeirslzip to Shah-ner/as. The Abdaly
had been so astonished at the proposal of making him a present
of two such Provinces, that he had prostrated himself on the
ground, and had acknowledged the Divine interposition on his
undertaking. He immediately ordefed the agreement to be
drawn up, got it witnessed and guaranteed by the principal Com-
manders of his army, and then sent it by a person of distinction.

This scheme hav_ing' taken place, the incarnate devil set up
another. He wrote to Camer-eddin-qhan,‘ the Vezir, “ That
"' his nephew had conceived chimerical schemes in his mind,
“ affected independence, and had opened a‘ channel of corres-
"‘ pondence with Ahmed’-abdaly. That he wasbecome so ' heal-
“ strong “as to make no -account of the rernonstrances of his
" best servants; but that theytwould not fail to ‘make another
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" effort upon him as soon as the-Minister should have endeav-
"oure'd to sooth his mind, and to gain his heart.” The Vezir,
astonished at the intelligence, took pen immediately, and with
hisiown hand wrote a very affecting letter to his nephew. The
purport was, “That their family, at all times attached to the
“ Emperors of Hindostan, had never been defiled by the crime
“ of ingratitude and treason. Beware of such a crime; beware
" of thinking that a traitor can thrive. lt is a pity that a man
“ like you should wish for the honour of obeying Ahmed-abdaly,
“ the Yesfiol, rather than that of dri\_-ing such a fellow from the
“ frontiers of Hindustan. Would not the five Provinces of Cabool,
"Cashmir, Tatta, Labor, and Mooltan, fall into your hands in
“such a case, and would not your good uncle exert himself in
“supporting you with all the power of the Empire(184) P" This
letter produced its efiect, and he was reclaimed from his folly;
but Adina.-beg-qhan, who had put together all the parts of his
scheme, resolved to avail himself of this rupture with Ahmed-
abdaly.

\Ne have left this Prince wondering at Nasser-qhan’s defec-
tion, an_d marching to besiege him in Peshavor. The latter,
after having defended himself as long as his provisions and
ammunition lasted, and his small numbers would admit, was
thinking of escaping out" of the town, and providing for his
safety; but this was far from being easy. His Deputy, who was
equally brave and zealous, seeing his distress, addressed him in
these words: " Get out q/‘tin’: place as rrcll as you can, and
fly towards Hindustan. 1 shall canfriz/e ta /told out one day
“ and tu;a_1n'glzts more, by whirl: time, you s/zall be too far oflo be
overtaken by any enemies.” Nassyr-qhan, having approved
the advice, escaped out of the town with a few friends, and fled
with all his might, but in distress of every thing. Meanwhile
the Deputy having held out as much as he promised, was slain
at the second assault; and Ahmed-abdaly got possession of the
town, in which Nassyr-qhan’s family and consort came into the

=0-
H(I84) it appears from this, that Ahmed-abdaly had already taken possession

etCuhmir, which is north of Cabool, as well as of Tatta. which is south of it; the
Pr I ea of Mooltan and Lahor being betwixt. All those countries now, astwo ov n

well an Candahar, Herat, and all Qhoruon, as far as Mash~hed, belong to the Abdaly
or Doorani Monarchy, u does part of Euzbeg-Tartary.
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Victofs power. Ahmed, out of regard to her merit, and to her
being daughter of Zir-dest-qhan, grandson to the famous Aaly-
merdan-qhan(t85), not only took care of supporting her with
decency and honour, but he in a little time set her at liberty.

Whilst that forlorn family was receiving so generous a
treatment, Nassyr-qhan arrived at Lahor, where he had taken his
residence in a Mosque(x86). But Shah-nevaz-qhan, no sooner
heard of the arrival of such an illustrious fugitive, than he went
to see him, and intreated him to join him in attacking the
Abdaly. The other declined the proposal several times, and
declared his resolution of going to Court. Shah-nev:-iz-qhan,
finding he could not prevail upon him, took his leave, carrying
with him that Governor's Steward. Being arrived at his palace,
he desired him to accept in his master's name an equipage. suit-
able to his rank and former station; and he immediately sent
him all the elephants, horses, camels, arms, and furniture,
necessary for a Nobleman of high pedigree, without forgetting a
kitchen, anda water equipage(r87), with a number of cooks and
a quantity of provisions. To this he added four lacs of rupees
in gold for his travelling charges. '

The Viceroy had hardly dismissed that illustrious fugitive,
when he received a letter from the Abdali-king, with an invitation
to come over to his camp. The other refused flatly. The Abdaly
reminded him of his engagement; and Shah-nevaz-qhan answer-
ed only by letters that shewed how much his mind was altered.
This being heard of by Shah-sabur, who was become Ahmed’s
director and tutelar saint, and who ‘now remembered of his being
born__at Lahor, and of his having lived a. long time there, he
took Ahmed's leave, and went alone to Lahor, where he landed
in the Mufty-Abdollah's house. Shah-nevaz-qhan, hearing oi
that extraordinary man's arrival, sent Adina-beg-qhan and his

(I85) Aaly-merdan-qhan, after revolting from the famous Shah-abbas of Persia,
than occupied against the Turks, made a present of his person, and of his fortress
Candahar, to Shah-djehan, whose favourite he became.
.0 It is he that made that Canal of seventy-eight miles, which bringssu much

water to Delhi. It is now choked up. :,_
(I86) Aa do all Falzyrs and all people in distress»
(101) as water, 1- cooled in than by Chi assistance of Saltpetra, and pcoplo

are so very nice la that element as to drink oulyol some Rivers, thaartlcloot
water becomes an oflice by itself. '
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Divan, Radja Kura-mull(|88), to know his purpose. The holy
man ahswered: “ 1 have no business -witlz any of you, nor do l
" intend you any lzarm. I name only because I rannol lzclp
“ rcnzernbcrirlgi Ilia! was born in llzis cify, lmd connections
" will: some of its citizens, and am under oblzlgrzlions Io some
"q/'|'1's former rulers. 1 mnnol In-l/: feeling for tlzcm all;
" tlicrforc I tellyou, fall/1l4’ssnc'.rs /mt u0z'rr,bra11edsurrrssfull ,-
“ m-'1'llzcr‘:'s it an object‘ of a/rfwroba/ion inf//1 ciflzcr God or man,‘
"‘ nor isyour saorc equal la Alnnrrl-ab1lal_y's .ml/re." He was
yet speaking, when a voice from hr-hind brol-ze out in this excla-
mation : “ ls /ifs sabre qf iron, and ours of 24-non’ .7 " “ lV0,"
replied the Fakir,_ “your salwrv, as 'h;'£’ll as llis, is of iron ;
” but yourfoftune is not equal to /zis. flis s/ar is now in its
” ascension, and I do no! sec I/ml yours 1-cops /ma’ zrfllz it."

Adina-beg-qhan, who carried this message to his master,
seemed to be afiected by it ; nor was Shah-ncvaz-qhan himself
without some emotion. But, however, no peace took place, and
he-ordered the Fakyr to be kept in custody in Adina-beg-qhan’s
palace. Ahmed, finding that nothing was to be gained by letters,
marched to Lahor, from whence Shah-nevaz-qhan came out with
a numerous army, well furnished with artillery and every other
necessary; and both sides seemed eager to engage, when the
Viceroy sent to ask from a Fakyr, who mecldled with Astrology,
what he thought would be the fate of the day. Shah-lcelb-aaly
(for such was the man's name) (189) answered. “ Tlxis day is
“ noffavourable loyou. /fyou can /iclp if, nos/a1'nfronzfiglz!z'n_g
" to-day. The day of to-nzorrorzg u-/tlz I/xcfollou-ing days, will
" be morefazmural/le toyourcausr. Beware oft-n_ga_g1'n_g to-a/a_y."
The Viceroy, on this answer, sent orders to his Commanders not
to fight to-day, but to keep themselves within their retrenchment,
elven should they be attacked ; in which case, they were only to
repel the enemy. This said, he went _to his tent, and took some
repose until supper time came ; and he was already seated with

(188) The importance of these two personage; shew: that ahigh degree of
respect is paid to Fakyrs, and especially to living Saints in Hindostan.

(I89) These words signify Saint Dogof Aaly. The Persian s, who think al
dogs impure, make however an exception in favour of Aaly's_ dog, and they arr
fond of hearing his name, which was Canon. Nay, they ass:gn him a placcm
Paradise. '
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Adina-beg-qhan and some other Commanders, when they heard
the report of a great gun, and then another. Upon enéuiry it
was found, that a body of the enemy's horse having made‘ its
appearance, two hundred Kuzzelbashes on horseback had quitted
the intrenchment to fight them, and that the enemy had retired;
but had come again to the number of abo'ut two thousand, which
large body had dispersed on some cannon being fired at them.
Some time after, a swift horseman came-to the Viceroy to desire
immediate assistance. He said, that Kuzzelbashes havinglsallied
forth a second time, had been worsted and obliged to retreat
within the enclosure; and as they came pellmell with the enemy,
the artillery had therefore forborn firing; in consequence of
which the Abdalies had penetrated within the camp, and were
filling it with slaughter and confusion. On hearing this Shah-
nevez-qhan was going to mount, and he immediately sent Adina-
beg-qh'an to the assistance of those attacked, with orders to
drive the Abdalies out of the intenchment only. This oflicer,
having put his hand upon his eyes in token of obedience, marched
with his troops, but he took to the left, and contented himself
with being a spectator of therengagement. By this time the
Viceroy was upon his elephant, and whilst he was encouraging
his men, Adina-beg-qhan advanced a little farther, but Stdbppédl
short again. Luckily it was already dark, and the Abdalies had
retired of their own accord. But Adina-beg-qhan having already
retired yyith his troops within the city, even so early as the even-
ing, a panic had seized most of those that remained,_ and every
one strove to save himself within the walls, without minding
their Officers. The Viceroy, confounded at this reverse,lreturned
to his quarters, where he wanted to alight in his tent. This was
strongly opposed by a relation of his who sat behind him, and
objected that there was no safety left in camp; and that it was
better to retire within the walls, and to fight the enemy from
behind that cover. This the Viceroy admitted, but he proposed
to take such a party only to-morrow, adding that this was an
unfavourable day for him, and that to-morrow all would be well
again. The other continuing to object, the Viceroy gave way I;
but as soon as he had turned the head of his eleéphiant towards‘
the city, such as had remained _vet_in camp, took example from
him-, and fled on all sides, making haste to get at the gate.‘ At
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this moment,- a body of faithless Tooranians in his service, who
had preserved their presence of mind, availing themselves of the
general panic, fell at once upon the nmaways, and commenced
killing and stripping” and plundering. Not content with that,
they advanced to the head quarters. where they plundered the
Governor's tents and equipage, whilst he was yet in sight. The
Viceroy amazed at this sudden revolution, alighted at his Palace,
where some of his Commanders arrived at the same time, propos.
ing terms of accommodement. The Paymaster-General, Adina-
beg-qhan, arrived also. The Viceroy bid him bring the Fakyr.
The Paymaster answered, that in the confusion they had killed
him. Killed him I said the Viceroy, incensed, and seizing one of
the marble knobs that kept the carpets fixed to the ground, he
struck the Paymaster in the breast, exclaiming at the same time,
that after such an action they could not even shew their faces.
Finding that matters were past all remedy, he distributed to a
number of trusty servants alquantity of bags of gold, and putting
some caskets full of jewels of high value in the hands of some
eunuchs attached to his person, he quitted the city and fled;
and thus the army without being beaten, left the victory to the
enemy._ The next morning, the Abdalies entered the citylwith-
out the least opposition, and fell aplundering so leisurely, that
nothing could escape their hands. Adina-beg-qhan had had the
precaution to get early out of the place with his troops, and all
his fortune, and to take to a precipitate flight. Meanwhile the
Viceroy, after being overtaken by his Tooranians, who offered
him all kinds of insults and ill usage, met the Vezir upon the
road, who dismissed him to the Capital. '
_, The Abdaly Prince, having in this easy manner gained a
great victory, and conquered two provinces, turned his views
upon the very Capital of Hindostan. He had, in his campaign
with Nadyr-shah, fully observed the weak ness of the Empire,
the imbecility of the Emperor, the inattention of his Ministers,
and that spirit of independence which had crept among the
Grandees. Being now unexpectedly so far advanced, he con-
cluded thatthe expedition he had determined on -within himself,
would knot prove _a very diflicult task. Full‘ of these hopes, he.
commenced his march from -Lahor, carrying with him Mahmed-
taky-qhan, the Capon, who served both as his chief Counsellor
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and as his Generalissimo. Mahmed-shah, informed of this,
resolved to oppose him ; and he sent his son, Ahmed-shah, at the

V ' d thehead of a numerous army, commanded by the ezir an
principal Grandees of the Empire, such as Abool-mansoor-qhan,
Radja Asiri-sing-sevai, son to Radja Djehi-sing, and some
other Radjas of the Province of Adjmir, whether of the Rhator
family or others; all of which commanded troops of their own
tribes. It was in the year 1161 of the Hedjrah. The principal
nobility of Hindostan were in that army, such as Zolficar-djung,
Shir-djung, and Muaien-el-mulk, all three sons to the Vezir.
The Vezir, in receiving his audience of leave from the Emperor,
was particularly distinguished by that Prince, who taking from
his own turbant a fateh-pitch(t9o), and a nosegay of beaten
gold, put them with his own hand on the Vezir's head, and dis-
missed him with exhortations to fight the enemies of his Crown
valiantly. A fateh-pitch was likewise presented to everyone
of the other Lords and Generals. Zolficar-djung, elder son to
the Vezir, was honoured with the office of third Paymaster-
General, an oflice vacant since Emir-qhan’s death; and he was
moreover entrusted with the care of the lmperial Prince's per-
son, over whom he was to watch as his tutor. By this promotion
the oflice of fourth Paymaster became vacant, which was bestow-
ed on Mahmed-issac-qhan. After these promotions the lmperial
Prince marched at the head of his numerous army to Ser-hend,

dand advdnced as far as the river Sutuludj, where he encampe
on the ford. The~Abdaly-monarch, without minding the ford,
marched above it by Lod-hiana, and arrived within Ser-bend;

hhis.army, by authentic accounts, not amounting to more t an
sixty-seven thousand horse. it was the thirteenth of the first
R b in the year 116:. The town of Ser-hend was plunderede y,
and sacked, and every one found in arms was put to the sword.
On this the Shah-zadah marched to the eneny ; but on approach-
ing a little nearer, that Prince, according to that riveted custom

(:90) Fateh-pitclTsig_hifies a ciielet of victory; it -o\igh_I:‘to“be_df-‘steel, or of
mails of iron, and common men wear it so of late, that is these fifty years, when
the dress has undergone considerable changes, and is become very military. lt is
now turned into an ornament, and is a quilted piece of jewels on embroidery, ten
fingers broad in the middle, and six or seven at the ends. '|tis fastened from
behind upon the turbant, and comes upon it as far as above the ears, where it is
made fut. ~
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of the Hindians, who never think themselves a match for an army
of foreigners, stopped short, and surrounded his army with
an intrenchment and a ditch, within which he kept, himself;
and from the ,fifteenth of the first Reby until the twenty-sixth,
nothing was to be seen but continual attacks and skirmishes,
with great slaughter on both sides. The Abdaly had no artillery,
but’ fortune brought him a convoy of provisions, cannon, rockets,
and ammunition, which fell into his hands. He availed himself
of this assistance to pour in a shower of balls within the in-
trenchment ; insomuch that the Hindostany army, although very
numerous, seemed to be besieged by the Abdalies and Kuzzel-
bashes. The seventh day of this singular siege, it happened
that the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan, being about noon-day at his
prayers(1g1), a cannon-ball came and killed him on the spot.
This ‘ accident discouraged the Hindoos who were in camp, to
the number of twenty or thirty thousand, under theicommand
of Asiri-sing, and some other Radjahs. With _one common
accord they despaired of the cause, and coming out of camp,
they stretched the feet of trepidation on the boundless plain
of despondency, and marched back to their homes. But this
desertion, considerable and discouraging as it was, did not
damp the courage of either the Shah-zadah’s, or of Abool-man-'
sooir-qhan’s, or of Miiaien-el-mulk's, or of the other sons of the
late Vezir's. They fought the enemy several times with an
undaunted courage, and always with much slaughter on both
sides, until the morning of the twenty-sixth, when the Abdaly-
king, putting himself at the head of his troops, gave an assault
to ithe Vezir's quarter, but was vigorously repulsed by Miia‘|'en-
el-mulk, alias Mir-mannoo, the Vezir's eldest son, who acquired
a great deal of honour in that trying occasion. A body of
Tooranians,cbn_1manded by Djanish-qhan, and some other officers,
mindful of the many obligations which their nation owed to that
family, fought with gfeat vigour, and cheerfully shed their blood
in their defence; and vast numbers of the Veziris troops became
that day so much food to the scimitar, that devouring crocodile of
the seas of slaughterand blood. The enemies pushing forwards,
penetrated to the very quarter of the Shah-zadah’s, and a mighty
loss, together with a great disgrace, was _going to befall the

(I91) The llusulmen pray five times a 4-). The noon-prayer is the longest.
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I-lindostanies, when they were timely assisted by a body of
troops in good order sent by Abool-mansoor-qhan. That General
ordered the remainder of his horse, mostly Moghuls, to alight;
and putting himself at their head, he marched fiercely to the
enemy, preceded by some small cannon, and a number of men,
armed with rockets aad wall-pieces. He came in a very critical-
moment, and putting himself between Mir-mannoo _and the
Abdalies, he brought the latter to a stand ; and here the-engage-
ment, taking a new vigour, became warm and bloody. The enemy
already fatigued by the resistance made by the Shah-zada and
Mir-mannoo_ found themselves at once assaulted by a body of
fresh troops, who marched in good order, and were pourirlg a
storm of musket-bullets, cannon-balls, and rockets upon them.
At this critical moment, some of the ammunition and rocket-
carts, seized at Ser-hend, by some accident took fire. in an
instant thousands and ten thousands of rockets and other arti-
fices were at once in a blaze ; and these flying in all directions
throughout the Abda.ly’s army, destroyed most of the enemy's
troops by heaps(192). The rest fell into disorder and confusion 3
and Ahmed, afier having made repeated efforts to remedy the
accident, and to rally his dismayed troops, reluctantly turned
his back to the field of battle, and fled where his bad fortune
pointed, leaving the victory to the Hindostany Prince, and the
greatest part of his army on that field of slaughter. He had
sent in the evening a message to Abool-mansoor-qhan, the
purport of which l could not learn: but the next morning he
beat the General at day-break, and marched back by the high-
road that leads to Cabool and Candahar.

Mahmed-shah, on being informed of so signal a victory, and
‘bow instrumental the Vezir's three sons had been in it, especially
the eldest, as well as how timely and vigorously they had been
succourod by Abool-mansoor-qhan’s critical interposition, could
not help giving way to his joy and satisfaction, although he was
then upon his death-bed. He himself read the relation, and
immediately bestowed the Governments of Lahor and Mooltan

i (192) It appears by the constant testimony of two offleers, Moorshoody
ahad, but who commanded amongst the .\Ioghuls'of Aboollmansdor-qhan’s, that
they took one part of the Abdaly artllleryvand that the fire took only in the other
Pill. _ -Y
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on Mir-mannoo, and at the same time he wrote pressing letters
to his son, to Abool-mansoor-qhan, and to the other Lords, with
orders to repair immediately to Court. With these letters came
a Qhylaat, witli which the lmperial Prince himself invested Mir-
mannoo in the name of the Emperor, his father, giving him order
at the same time to take possession of the two Governments con-
ferred upon him. The Prince, after this ceremony, set out for the
Capital without loss of time, as the Emperor was growing worse
and worse, and signs of an approaching gangrene were making
their appearance. The Monarch beheld death advancing step
after step, and letters after letters arrived '1ily demanding both
his son and Abool-mansoor-qhan. Nor did these two noble per-
sons give themselves any rest ; they were already arrived at Pani-
Poot(193), in the neighbourhood of the Capital, when intelligence
came that the Emperor was no more. He died the twenty-
seventhrof the second Reby, in the beginning of the thirty-first
year of his reigri, which answers to the year 1 161 of the I-ledjrah.
But in confequence of a consultation between Issac-qhan and
Djavid-qhan the eunuch, and some other Lords, to which the
Empress Maleka-zemani gave her consent, his death was kept
secret; so that his body, remaining some days above ground, be-
came offensive, as had already happened to Emir-qhan’s body, as
if to prove that holy sentence of the Coran, “ So /uzst thou done,
“so shalt tlrau find." Abool-mansoor-qhan, being repeatedly
informed of all this, passed secretly with the Shah-zadah three
days in mourning; and the fourth day he made choice of a
favourable moment to erect a canopy, -and to whirl several times
round and over the Prince's head a chatry or umbrella(r94), which
he had run up in haste for the occasion; after which he present-
ed his nuzur by way of making his homage, prayed for his pros-
perity, and wished him along reign. The new Emperor, after this

(I93) Pani-poot is s town three days‘ journey from the CapltaI,a.nd upon the
Canal that carries so much- water to that City. Nay, this very circumstance has
given name to the town, for Pam‘-pant signifies derivated water, or water’: offspring.

(I94) An instrument, to keep off the sun and rain, has been always held as one
ofthe principal insignia of Sovereignty in Hindostan. It is made likes French
Parasol, and a Chinese umbrella ;. and the Taht-taooss, or Peacock-throne, made
by Shahdjehan, had such an appendage, as have all thrones of an Emperor ; ‘but,
the whirling it round a few times over hlshead, in token of Sovereignty, is curious
ll\¢¢3°1¢- to he found nowhere else.
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ceremony, marched to the Capital with great pomp and magnifi-
cence. Being arrived at Shaleh-mar, an Imperial seat in the
neighbourhood of the Capital, he received the applause and
respects of all the Ministers of State and all the Grandees of the
Empire, who proclaimed him with a common voice. After this
ceremony, the body of Mahmcd-shah was brought out of the
Haram-sera, or sanctuary, and in the middle of a pompous
cortege, was carried upon the shoulders of all the Grandees, to
the Monument of Shah-nizam-eddin, where it was buried in a
mausoleum, close to that which the Prince's mother had erected
for herself in her life-time. The new Emperor, on the seventh of
Djemady,made his entry into the Capital, mounted upon a moving
throne; and from thence, he went to reside in the citadel. Five
days after, it being on a Friday, he repaired to the great Mosque,
where having heard the Qhootbah pronounced in his name with
other appreciations usual on such a sol iv‘-nit)‘, he returned to his
Palace. In this same month both Mon tCZ.L-qhan and .\loorid-
qhan departed their lives.

As to myself, I was about this time in great perturbation of
mind, having just lost Zin-eddin-ahmed- _han, my patron, who
had been murdered by the treachery of Shimshir-qhan; an
afiiicting event, which I learned at Gazipoor, and which made
meg retreat to Benares, from whence l went to Bcrhéily, which
was my forgiven father's residence. That city is the Capital of
the counfiries of Bedaiin and Shah-djehan-poor, &c., which con-
stituted.Nizam-el-mulk‘s Djaghir, and had been put by Ghazy-
ecidin-qhan, his son, under the command of my father. It was
at his feet l lived sometime, when a terrible event happened
there, from the consequence of which l escaped with difficulty,
as I shall mention in the subsequent pages.

A My forgiven father had been, as l have said, promoted by
Abool-mansoor-qhan’s influence to the Government of Seken-
derah, when,tal<ing my leave of that General, l repaired to Azim-
abad, where l paid my respects to my glorious mother, and visited
my uncles and my other relations, most of whom were allied
either to Aaly-verdy-qhan himself, or to his nephews. There also
I took a spouse in the family, which my mother had appointed.
From thence l followed my uncles to the wars, and in the engage.
ments against .\lustapha-qhan, l rendered such whatever services
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could be expected from me. Buta rupture soon took place
between Abool-mansoor-qhan and my father, after the latter
had remained one year in Sekenderah; and about the same
time the countries of Moorad-abad, Sambal, and Berhéily having
been recovered from the hands of the Rohillahs by Mahmed-
shah in person, who thought proper to return those lands, and
Districts to those to whom they had belonged before, either as
Altumghas or Djaghirs, my father was a second time sent to
command in those parts with full powers. The City of Berhéily,
with the circumjacent country was a paternal Djaghir of Nizam-
el-mulk's; and as in consequence of the power and usurpations
of Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah, those partshad become of small
revenue, no person caring to expose his purse and honor on
their product, the whole had been committed to the care of my
forgiven father, who found much difficulty in quieting his
Government. For although Rohillah himself had been driven
away, and was gone to Ser-hend, there were thousands and ten
thousands of Afghans spread all over the country, where they
had taken so deep root, that they had become the Zemindars of
that tract, and had to their own Afghan stubbornness added all
the perverseness and all the refractory behaviour inherent to
the charcter of a Zemindar. So that, none but my father was
thought equal to the task of bringing them to order and sub-
mission. Ghazy-eddin-qhan, therefore, having sent his own
Steward thither for a while, rc-called my father ; and after confer-
ring with him some time,and furnishing him wtih every necessary,
and with full powers, he sent him back with instructions. My
forgiven father, thus supported, raised a goood body of troops,
and marching throughout the country, he soon brought the city
of Berhéily and the seventeen other Districts under order and
controul. For a further security, he thought it a piece of policy
to admit the principal Afghans amongst his troops; and thus
Serdar-qhan, of Berhiiily, and Mangal-qhan, of Telhur, took
service with him, each at the head of about two thousand men ; as
did another Afghan", of illustrious race, with seventeen hundred
others. This last was called Pir-ahmed, and was a descendant of
Sheh-abdol-cadyr-Ghilani, the great Saint of the Afghan nation.

i _ But these were n'ot all the turbulent spirits of that country.
There lived then in those parts a man of great character and

i 34
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distinction} a descendant of Uzmet-ollah-qhan, one of the two
brothers who had so long commanded in Moorad-abad. it was
Cootoob-eddin-mohammed-qhan-Bahadyr, who was nephew to
Ferid-eddin-qhan, a nobleman in whose service Aaly-mahmed-
qhan, Rohillnh had been fora length of time. Helived in the Castle
of Cha-chutt, and seemed inclined to quarrel with my ‘father;
but he had but a small force, and still less money. My father
sent him several mild rebukes on his improper behaviour; but
all to so little purpose, that he was at last obliged to think of
correction and chastisenicnt. Cootoob-eddin’s troops seeing
that he had brought the Governor of the country upon himself,
deserted him immediately, and there remained to him only twenty
or thirty ancient friends and servants whc would not leave him,
but chose to shut themselves up with him in the above castle.
.\Iy father hearing of this, surrounded it immediately, and went
several times round the walls on his elephant, to find out a proper
place for an assault. . it must be observed, that Cootoob-eddin-
qhan greatly valued himself upon his skill in shooting with a
musket, and, in fact, he was renowned all over the country for
making use of balls and muskets of twice the size and length
of the ordinary ones ; and he fired with so much precision, that
he never missed his mark. Several of his followers were equal to
him in that art. Now as my father was going every day round the
walls, both himself and his best marks-men repeatedly took aim,
and repeatedly fired at him, without being able to hit any thing
but the boards of his hcmhary, or his cushions, or his clothes and
turbant. Cootoob-eddin-qhan incensed at his eternally missing his
enelmy, threw down his gun, swore he would never fire again, and
sent to my father to desire a conference and an accommodation.
This interview was requested with a design to kill my father in
the middle of the conference, the man being of such a determin-
ed daringness that he never stuck at any thing to. compass
his own ends. His few followers, being as daring as himself,
resolved to stand by him in that trying occasion. But as they
-pretended fears and suspicions, it was agreed t_hat they should
come armed, and the agreement was guaranteed by Séyd-aaly-
qhan, my father's fourth brother, and by Pir-ahmed, the Rohillah
Commander. On the appointedday, they came out of the castle,
and were received by my uncle in his t.ent.- in expectation of
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being sent for by my father. But that nobleman unwilling to
meet so hastily a party of desperadoes, whom he knew to be
highly incensed against him, returned for answer, that he hoped
they would repose themselves the remainder of the day in his
brother's tent, as his guests, and that the next morning he
would give them the meeting. The man hearing such an answer,
suspected some treachery ; and although he with his ten or
twelve men was sitting amongst a multitude of armed Afghans,
and close to my uncle and Pir-ahmecl, he expressed his resent-
ment without minding his situation, and said that they ought, with
their beards as men, to wear long hair u_pon their heads, as
women; openly rcproachiug them at the same time, with their
faithlessness in bringing him in such a deceitful manner out of the
castle. My uncle and Pir-ahmed, without minding his air and
tone of voice, represented mildly that no breach of faith would
happen, and that no harm was intended to him; but that the
Governor being eternally busy, might have particular reasons for
his putting off the interview till to-morrow, and that mean-
while there was no harm at all in his requesting him to be his
guest. That officer was yet speaking, when several sneakers
of a cool lemonade were brought in, and a moment after these
were followed by a. number of tables, covered with a variety of
costly and dainty victuals, to which was added a message from
my father, requesting his guest to partake of such an entertain-
ment as his camp afforded, and to take some repose until the
next morning. The man, who had been both hungry and angry
all this while, finding himself so gently used, dropped his resent-
ment, and fell a eating so heartily that at the end of his meal he
had commenced speaking‘ in a friendly manner. After his din-
ner, some presents were senthim, which he accepted. Cootoob-
eddin-qhan, seeing that no harm could be intended, altered
his resolution within his heart, and became reconciled to my father.
The next morning, the Derbar being full, the new guest was con-
ducted to the audience-tent between my uncle and Pir-ahmed,
followed by a numerous throng of Afghan oflicers. My father
on descrying him got up, and having embraced him, made him
sit with himself upon the same Mesned, and he received his
friends as they approached one by one, in the manner which his
guest seemed to wish. Cootoob-eddin overcome by so much
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kindness and so unexpected a condescension, could not help
exposing the intention with which he had originally come out of
the castle, and he added that the sudden change wrought in his
heart yesterday, together with his missing perpetually his aim,——
he who had never lost a bullet—-were events which he could
ascribe to nothing but to some sacredness inherent in his person,
and doubtless derived to him from his Séyd ancestors. My
father hearing this, could not help laughing, and he continued
speaking to the man with so much regard and favour, that he
madeia conquest of his heart; after which he proposed to him
to take service in his troops, and to attach himself to his person
as a friend and a companion. Cootoob-eddin, after stipulating
some conditions, accepted the proffer; and thus enmity and
diflidence ended in friendship and confidence.

So much sudden favour, and such marks of distinction,
excited sentiments of envy and discontent in Pir-ahmed, a.
principal Commander amongst the Afghans, who thought he had
more right to them himself. His mind was so ulcerated, that
every fresh kindness shewn to the new guest seemed to thrust
thorns and scorpion-stings in his heart, which otherwise was
disinclined on account of the difference of sect between himself
and his master, the latter being a zealous Shyah, and the other
a turbulent Sunni. Whereas Cootoob-eddinj as well as his friend,
Sheh-miiez-eddin-qhan, (an oliicer now living at Lucknow, and
who;-e feats of valour and generosity we shall have occasion to
mention) were of a race celebrated for their zealous attach-
ments to the tenets of the Shyahs, as well as for their illustrious
achievements, and for their being descended of persons attached
to the service of the Holy-house(195), (upon all whom be grace l)
He was himself respected by the countrymen as their Lord, and
their master's son ; and it was on that very account that my father
had introduced him in all the affairs of administration. This
alienated entirely Pir-ahmed’s heart. He quitted the service, and
sought a revenge in exciting troubles; and as the Afghans in
my father's service, as well as those all over the country, were all

(195) It appears that the Shyahs, by the word: Edy-house, understand the
Temple that contains the remains of Hosséin at Kerbeleh, near Begded, wherein;
with the generality of Mussulmen the words Holy-house, or those of houseof God,
signify always the Cube, or square house, within the Temple of Mecca.
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either his tenants, or men accustomed to serve under him, they
made ita point to join him, and to obey his summonses; and the
evil rose to such a height, that my father was obliged to march
against him, and to bring him to order-. Cootoob-eddin, who
was appointed his General, took the command of the Vanguard.
An engagement ensued, when Pir-ahmed dividing his troops
in two, opposed his bravest and best marksmen to Cootoob-
eddin, and with the rest he concealed himself in the ruined
houses of an abandoned village, and in some fields grown over
with tall sugar-canes, expecting to have my father at his dis-
cretion from such an ambuscade. The engagement being already
commenced, Cootoob~eddin, with his bravest men, taking his
musket, and quitting his horse, rushed through the thickest of
the enemy, bearing down every thing before him. They say,
that whilst heiwas taking aim with his gun, a trooper of the
enemy's sprung at his side, and crying “ C0oto06-eddin_ma/zmed-
qhan, have at you,” he advanced with his sabre up-lifted.
Cootoob-eddin altering only the direction of his piece, answered,
"have at you_y0urse1f,” and laid him sprawling on the ground.
That brave troop of his, animated by such exertions, continued
to advance‘*through the enemy's ranks, which at last they broke
entirely, and forced to an open flight; but by this time he had
already advanced so far from his main, as to be within reach of
that piece of sugar-cane where Pir-ahmed was waiting for my
father, and the latter approaching on the opposite side, he was
set upon with the utmost fury, by a body of horse that rushed
out suddenly, put to flight most of those that were with him,
and struck a panic in those that remained. In this state of
things, my father was putting his foot out of the amhary tojump
down from his elephant, and to fight on foot, when the son of
Cootoob-eddin, a "young man whom he had taken upon an
elephant, out of regard for his father, interposed, and he observed,
that so long as himself, his soldier, was alive, with so many
others, such exertions would be unbecoming a General. ' Mean-
while some of his relations and men, seeing their Commander's
danger, quitted their horses, and surrounding his elephant,
they mixed with the enemy, soon covered the ground with the
blood of many of them, and put the whole to a stand. Pir-
ahmed was advancing himself, and encouraging his people to
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push on; but Cootoob-cddin, who now was at hand, advanced
to charge him‘. Pir-ahmed, fatiguedialready by the resistance
he had met round my father's elephant, from that valiant troop
that fought like lions accustomed to tear their enemies, and think-
ing himself unequal to a fresh engagement, gave way, and he re-
treated full of shame and confusion; whilst a zephyr of victory
rising over the field of battle, unfurled the drooping standards
ol my father's troops, and cheered their hearts. Pir-ahmed,
however, was overcome, but not ruined ; and he soon came to
another engagcment,but was so severely beaten, that his Afghans,
humbled and dispirited, slipt away one by one, and dispersed
to their homes. And thus tranquillity being re-established, my
father with Cootoob-eddin-qhan, his friend, lived happy in the
middle of relations, acquaintances, and soldiers.

lt was about this time, that, inspired by a desire of kissing
the sacred paternal feet, I quitted Azim-abad a little before
Shimshir-qhan’s treason; and in the first days of Moharrem,
of the year 1161, l arrived at Berhéily, by the way of Ghazipoor
and Banares, where l was favoured with the blessing of seeing
the paternal face. It was about the time when the Imperial
Prince Ahmed-mirza had gained that great victory over the
Abdalies, which we have sometime ago mentioned. lt was at
this very time that Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah, who, from being
the \g/bezir Cammer-eddin-qhan’s prisoner, had been by his influ-
ence set at liberty, and Y moreover promoted to the command of
Ser-hend, thought proper to quit his post ; after which he soon
assembled an army of forty thousand Afghans, and marched by
Soharen-poor and Gundj-poor, across the Djumna, directly to
Moorad-abad and Berhéily, where he had once commanded with
so much power; and having possessed himself of that Capital,
where he established his Government and authority, he crossed
the Ganga to attack my father. As soon as this intelligence
was spread in the country, the Afghans that constituted the
greatest part of my father’s troops, being all either countrymen
or acquaintances of Aaly-mahmed-qhan’s, or attached to him
personally, were overjoyed to see him amongst them-
selves; and pretending that they were in arrears of pay by
some months, they assembled in bodies, and, probably with no
good intention, surrounded the house where my father lived,
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within the castle of Berhéiily. He had with him only about
three hundred Hindostanies, from about Shah-djehan-abad, and
a small number of friends, relations, and servants. By this
time Aaly-mahmed-qhan being arrived within ten cosses of
Berhéily, the situation of the besieged was become critical. In
this conjuncture Cootoob-eddin-qhan took my father aside, and
addressed him in these words, “ Rohillah is come upon us with
“ an army which we cannot pretend tofight, admitting even that
"he had not been joined by the Afghans of these countries,
"who haveflocked to his standard in as great numbers as
"they had been so many locusts or pismires. On the other
"hand, your very soldiers are now besieging you, and thirst-
” ing after your hlood. I see then no other party left but
“ this :—[ will go out to meet Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah, and
"examine his sentiments respecting you. If he is not ill in-
" clined towards you, I shall engage him to let you extricate
"yourself from your actual dificulties ,- I discover that he
"means you any ill, then I shall kill him instantly ; and, as
"1 shall he dispatched myself upon the spot, you may then
“ manage as your fortune shall point out." This proposal
my father accepted ; and the brave and faithful Cootoob-cddin,
having sallied out of the fort with a few of his most trusty men,
went to 'Aaly-mahmcd-qhan’s quarters. Being arrived at that
General’s tent, he left his men at the door of the first enclosure,
and went in with only two or three of them. Meanwhile those
who were left without, being all extremely attached to him, and at
all times ready to shed their blood for his sake, could not see him
going in so weakly accompanied without being somewhat alarm.
ed ; so that two or three of them wanting to get in, were stopped
by the Chopdars and-other people at the General’s door. Cootoob-
eddin hearing the noise returned back, and striking one of the
Chopdars slightly over the head, he asked him why he presumed
to stop his people. This action having increased the tumult,
some great mischief was likely to ensue, when Aaly-mahmed-
qhan, surprised at the cries and noise, ran bare-footed out of the
enclosure, and taking that illustrious hero by the hand, he drew
him to his breast, embraced him tenderly, and apologised for
what had come to pass. After which he carried him within the
tent, where he made him sit in the middle of his own Mesned,

Singular
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himself taking a seat at the corner of it ; and his behaviour in
every thing else was very respectful. After interchanging the
usual excuses and some customary compliments, Cootoob-eddin
addressed him in these words : ” You, doubtless, have heard that
“ I am become an intimatefriendof the valiant Se'yd-heda'iet-
"aaly-qhan, the Lion in Wars; an attachment which he has
" been pleased to repay with every mark of kindness and love.
" You know, likewise, that his very soldiers, enticed by the hopes
" ofyour coming, have ungrateful!y turned their arms against
“ their lord and master, and are now thinking of mischief/‘I If
“such is your intention also, dismiss me, that 1 may return
" and lay down my life in myfriend's cause, and by my zeal
“and fidelity prepare for myselfa durable monument in the
“ registers ofposterity--march on with your troops, join those
"‘ ungrateful wretches, and byfalling together upon that hand-
"ful qf_ besieged folks, acquire the glory of having killed 4
“ Seyd. Else, ifyou be an open heartedsoldier, andyou intend no
" mischief} then assist the man with some necessariesfor his voy-
" age to the capital, repress the seditions use your influence to
" make them accept as much as the ready money and ejects at the
” castle can aford ; and let him quit this country with safety
“to his person, and some honour to his character." This speech
had its full effect. Rohillah, with the most solemn oaths, protest-
ed that he intended no personal injury, and, sending for the
officers of his household, he directed them to prepare an equi-
page suitable to the Governor's rank and condition ; after which
he dismissed his guest with every demonstration of honour,
sending him back fully satisfied and contented. He only required
that Cootoob-eddin should not go to Shah-djehan-abad, where
he was apprehensive lest the forlorn state of so illustrious a
man might engage the Ministers to reinstate him at the head of
an army in his father's Government. My father, the next day
after this treaty, came out of the castle with all his people, and
took up his quarters at Pandi-mahla, a building at some distance
without the walls of Berhéily, where he ‘spent some days in
much altercation about settling the respective claims of the
seditious; and he was everyday in the hope of being soon able
to get out of their hands. At "last by the Divine assistance this
point was gained, and he arrived at the Capital. e
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About the middle way, as we had passed Feroh-abad, we
heard at once a multitude of news. That Mzfhmed-shah had
departed this life ; that his son, Ahmed-mirza, had returned, after
having gained an important victory; that the Vezir Camer-eddin-
qhan had been slain; that Mir-mannoo, his son, had been pro-
moted to the two Viceroyalties, Lahor and Mooltan ; and lastly,
that Abool-mansoor-qhan had installed Ahmed-mirza in the lm-
perial throne at the seat of Shahleh-mar. Nevertheless, the death
of Mahmed-shah had made such an impression in the country,
that the roads were swarming with robbers and banditties, that
did their business by troops; so that it became necessary to
march with great precaution, and to be continually upon the
watch. My father being arrived at Shah-djehan-abad, waited
upon Ghazi-eddin-qhan, son to Nizam -el-mulk, in whose Djaghir
was Berhéily and its districts ; but finding that he had but little
inclination to provide for such a loss, he turned his views to-
wards Abool-mansoor-qhan. That General, who heard of his
intention, sent him Radja Maha-narain, son of his Divan, and
did him the honour to invite him to his Palace, where he repaired
with the Radja, and where he paid his respects to that General,
now Vezir of -the Empire: an interview of which l availed my-
self to make my bow to that Prime Minister, and to exchange a
few words with him. In a few days he was pleased to bestow
on my father the command over Panipoot, Sonpoot, and the
thirteen Districts under the immediate management of the
Qhalissah-office; after which he got him decorated by the Em-
peror with the grade of five thousand horse, and with the
insignia of a kettle-drum and a fringed Paleky. This appoint-
ment, being so strictly connected with the Qhalissah-office, at
the head of which was Issac-qhan, afforded a fair opportunity of
making a connection with that great Lord himself, by whose
means he obtained for Cootoob-eddin-mahmed-qhan, his valuable
friend, the Fodjdaries of Hyssar and Djudjar; and he therefore
invited over that invaluable pearl of the seas of prowess,
generosity, and fidelity. But that hero, who had his heart full
against the Afghans and Rohillas, and who held them to be so
many usurpers that had deprived him of the post of Moorad-
abad, an oflice which was hereditary in his family from the (me
of Feroh-ayur, and which was thought in every sense equal to a

. 35



274 THE $EIR

Viceroyalty, declined the appointment, having then other designs
in his mind. Moorad-abad, the place of his birth, was what
he wanted, and all his thoughts were bent on driving the Rohil-
lahs from thence, and on regaining that hereditary Government.
This could not be attained in the Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan’s life-
time, who was evidently Aaly-mahmed-qhan’s protector. But now
circumstances had become more favourable; for Aaly-mahmed-
qhan, who had come back with an army in those countries, and
had conquered Moorad-abad and all the Districts that had once
been in his power, was sometime since dcad of a cancer. His
conquests had been divided and parcelled out by his relations,
for instance, by his father-in-law, Doondy-qhan, by Hafyz-
ahmed and one of his sons, and by several other Chieftains,
who under pretence of securing the estate for his sons-in-law,
had taken possession of it for themselves; insomuch that when
the real heirs came to ask their right, they were only allowed
some Districts sufficient for their maintenance, but were kept
out of the estate by a strong grasp. In process of time, the
usurpers liecame masters of extensive dominions, and saw them-
selves Lords of armies, as well as Sovereigns of a Court.

It was such dissensions that engaged Cootoob-€ddin's atten-
tions. He concluded that this was the time to fall upon the
_Rohillahs, and to drive them from Moorad-abad and their other
recent conquests; and he applied to Intyzam-ed-dfiwlah, son to
Camer-oeddin-qhan, for the patent of the Fodjdary of those parts,
a request which was complied with the more willingly, as those
countries had ceased to acknowledge any subordination to the
Capital. Cootoob-cddin, then having his hands full of this pro-
ject, had some reason to excuse himself from accepting my
father’s proffers, and he remained at the Capital to push his
point with the Minister. The latter _gave him, without delay,
the patents he requested, but went no further; and he had thn
stinginess to assist him but feebly towards putting himself in
equipage, and assembling an army with the necessaries for such
an expedition. But such was the high opinion entertained of
Cootoob-eddin's prowess and conduct, that he fbund private
purses that assisted him with the sums of money which his
expedition required. The same renown that procured him
money, procured him an army, still more than the Ministefis
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exhortations. Vast numbers of people, accustomed to a camp-life
flocked in shoals to his standard, desirous to serve uniler the Her-
cules of his age, and soon formed him something like a Court and
something like an army. Notwithstanding these reinforcements,
he tarried awhile fora body of three hundred men that had been
his war companions, and whose bravery and attachment he had
always iaxperienced ; and it was with such a small force, and such
a handful of bravoes, that he undertook to dispossess a nation of
fresh conquerors, that could muster more than fifty thousand men
in the field, and had plenty of money, cannon, rockets, and ammu-
nition. When he saw himself at the head of a force which he
thought sufficient for his purpose, he came out of the city, and
encamped in the environs, resolved to compass his purpose or
to perish in the‘attempt. The Afghans having got intelligence
of this, assembled from all parts, and joined together at Moorad-
abad. But on his drawing near, and even on his setting out
from the Capital, they sent him several messages, offering to
come to an accommodation, under condition that he would
give up all pretensions to .\’loor;id-abad. Their proposals were
to come in for a share of the country, on the same footing with
themselves, ‘in which case they would be glad to assign him a
portion suitable to his rank and pretensions, as they were desir-
ous to see him come and enjoy the products of that country,
and live happy and quiet as they did themselves. But Cootoob-
eddin was too high-spirited to stoop to such an agreement, and
resolved to have the whole or nothing. He advanced on them
at the head of his force. The Afghans intimidated by so much
obstinacy, commenced despairing of their cause, although they
were so far superior to him in numbers, and in every thing
necessary for war and battle; fcr they were impressed with
the highest opinion of the prowess and conduct of that Lion,
accustomed to tear his enemies. Cootoob-cddin, still advancing,
was soon in sight of his foes, and an engagement took place ;
when that hero alighting from his horse, put himself at the head
of his three hundred bravoes, and clid so much execution, that the
Afghans were pushed back as far as two or three cosses. But he
was now come into a spot full of broken ground, where their dis-
persed troops, observing how ill their enemy was accompanied,
and how he was far from his main, commenced firing under
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a variety of covers, and little by little they destroyed that formida-
ble troop, which was now reduced to twenty or thirty men,
mostly wounded, but-which stuck close to their heroic command-
er. This latter had already received several wounds ; and now
being aimed at on all sides like a mark, several bullets were
lodged in his breast, and he at last fell, after having performed
in that trying day a number of memorable actions. About one
hundred of his bravoes fell round his body, mixed their blood
with his own, and afforded an everlasting topic to the encomiums
and regrets of both their friends and enemies. Ten or twelve
men of that heroical troop having survived this scene of blood
and slaughter, were taken up from the field of battle, and cured
of their wounds ; but it was only to become so many objects of
envy and jealousy amongst military men, who all envied their
fate. O Godl vouchsafe to forgive their sins, and accept them
in the Day of Judgment amongst the martyrs and the just!

We have already mentioned that the Imperial Prince,
Ahmed-mirza, after his victory, had come to Shaleh-mar, where
he was saluted Emperor by Mahmed-issac-qhan, the Minister, and
by Djavid-qhan, the eunuch, as well as by all the Grandees of the
city, with whom he made his entry in the Capital, and at last in
the lmperial Palace. The new Emperor had offered the Vezir-
ship to Abool-mansoor-qhan, but that General, although so very
worthy of}hat high oflice, did not choose to meddle with it during
Nizam-el-mulk’s life, so high an opinion he had conceived of his
wisdom and power. Letters and messages went to him in Decan
both from the Emperor and from his Ministers. Nizam-el-mulk,
already on the wing for the regions of eternity, answered by
excusing himself on his old age, his inability to make voyages,
and his disinclination frorrr meddling with the affairs of the
Capital. He even wrote to Abool-mansoor-qhan to exhort him
to assume that high oflice, and he ended his letter with these
words: ” You are now the most promising of Me children of
" theseidays. Take that ofice upon _yourse{f, and exert your-
“ seff in recovering the afain qftlze Empire and 6_rz'ngz'n_g Mean
“ to some order. ” This letter had its effect on Abool-mansoor-
qhan; but such was the high respect he bore to the very name
of Nizam-el-mulk, that he declined assuming the office in that
Viceroy’s life-time, who, however, lived but a few days after the



MUTAQHERIN. 271
above letter. So that on hearing that he had set out for the
other world in the territory of B8rhanpoor, from whence his
body had been carried to Doulet-abad, in which city it had been
buried without the fortress in a garden, close to Shah-burhan-
eddin, he gave his consent, and conscious of adequate abilities,
he went to the Palace, where he was installed in that high office
by a Qhylaat of seven pieces, to which were added four plates,
full of gems and jewels. So soon as he had put it on, he was
saluted in full Derbar by the titles of “ Principal of the King-
“ dom,——Centre of all Business,—Hero of the Age,——Trustworthy
“ of all the Provinces of the Empire,—-The Father of Victory,—
“ The Hercules in Battles,—and the Generalissimo of the Im-
“ perial Forces.“

But, as w_e have just been mentioning Nizam-el-mulk's
demise, it is proper that we should leave for a while the thread
of our narrative in order to say something about the characters
and private life of that famous man, as well as of three more
illustrious personages, who seemed to have concerted together
their voyage for eternity, after having acted the most important
parts on the theatre of this world. These were Emir-qhan
Camer-eddin-qhan, and Mahmed-shah. After that, we shall, if it
pleases God, the Author of all favours, revert to our history, and
recount such remarkable events as have distinguished Ahmed-
shah’s reign, and Abool-mansoor-qhan’s Ministry.

Umdet-el-mulk-Emir-qhan-Bahadyr, Governor of Ilah-abad,
was son of another Umdet-el-mulk-Emir-qhamBahadyr, Governor
of Ca.b8l. His ancestor in remote times was an illustrious man,
an Husseinian-Séyd, of the branch of Naamet-ollah, whose family
in process of time came to be called the Mir-miranians, from a
descendant of his who received tl.at surname(r96). This family

(I96) The word Qhan is always the first title of honour conferred upon I man.
lt signifies n Prince, or a mighty Lord, and answers to the English word Esquire, a
word without consequence, doubtless; for the translator himself is s Qhsn in
Hindostsny, and an Esquire in English. Urndet-ei-mull: signifies both the greatest
of the Kingdom, and s column of the Kingdom. There are two branches of Séyds,
the one descended from I-lassen, and the other from i-iosséin, both sons of Aaly, cousin
to Mohsmmed, and of Fsternsh, his daughter. Hosséin is the idol of Persians, and
were his father to return into the world, he would be jealous of the figure his son
cuts; for as to be grandfather, he is nearly out of question, when compared to
those two. Mir-mirsni, the Lord of Lords; it signifies in Persia, I Governor-
Geoeral, or Supreme. '
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is so very illustrious, even in Iran, that it needs neither encomiums,
nor writing. One of these Mir-miranians, grandfather to our
Emir-qhan, on some misdemeanour or some other subject, quitted
the Court of Isfahan without taking leave from Shah-abbass, the
Hero of Iran, and fled to Hindostan, where he was so well re-
ceived by the Emperor Djehan-ghir, son to Soltan Acbar, that
he soon became a favourite with him, living in his Court in the
utmost splendour. His prosperity, however, was constantly
embittered by the thoughts of being parted from two beloved
sons, whom he had been obliged to leave in Iran, and he often
declared that he would revive and seem to commence a new life
as soon as he could behold them once more. His sorrow was so
continual and so affecting, that amongst the several articles of
instruction given to Qhan-aalem, whom thatlimperor sent in
Embassy to the Court of Iran, the requesting and obtaining
those two beloved children was a considerable one. The
ambassador rendered himself so agreeable to Shah-abbass, that
he obtained all his requests, and these two sons amongst the rest.
On their arrival at the Court of Hindostan, they were honoured
with the title of Qhan, and promoted to the highest offices. Qhalil-
ollah-qhan,the eldest, rose to considerable dignities,and from that
time the family never ceased to move in the highest sphere of
honours, employs and offices. Emir-qhan’s uncle was Paymaster-
General to Aoreng-zib, the Conqueror(i97), and a great favourite
of his. Hi'§ father died Viceroy of the important Government
of Cabool, and so satisfied was Aoreng-zib with that Governor's
abilities and talents for government and for war, that so long
as he knew him in that important post, he never expressed any
apprehensions from the enterprising genius of the Monarchs of
Iran. So that being thus left at liberty to pursue his designs in
Decan, he made it a point to ascribe publicly to him every one
of his conquests and victories, and he used to express himself
in that style in the many letters which he wrote to the Governor.
Our Emir-qhan, son of that Viceroy, arrived by his merits and
abilities at so much power and influence, and he seemed to
deserve them so well, that no one of the Grandees of___'the Empire
could be compared to him. He seemed a compendiumnof every
valuable qualification ; he was besides so learned that few men

~ (I97) Aalem-ghir.
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could ‘pretend to enter the lists with him. His prowess and
militaiy abilities could be compared to nothing but to the keenness
of his penetration, and to the clearness of his comprehension,
which gave him at once, as if by intuition, so comprehensive a
view of every affair, either public or private, which was brought
before him, that the very suitors thought themselves happy to
be eased of so great apart of their trouble. He delighted in the
company of all sorts of men of merit, whether they were soldiers
of a determined .valour, men of talents, or men venerable by
their learning. Every species of talents attracted his notice;
eminent singers, eminent dancers, and in general all kinds of
eminent men, especially in composition and poetry. Whoever
had been once in his company, could not part with him ; and I
have seen people fall so far in love with his conversation and
character, that iong after his death, no man of eminence ever
pronounced his name, or reported any thing of him, or made his
eulogium, without shedding a flood of tears. The numbers of men
of merit introduced by himinto the world is not small, and numbers
there are to-day whom he has raised from penury and distress
to afliuence, dignities, and ‘power—-numbers whom he inlisted
amongst thc.Lords of the Empire, and the Grandees of the State.
He composed with great elegance and much facility, both in
Persian and Hindostany poetry,of ten uttering extempore verses ;
but no man ever equalled him in the talent of saying bon mots,
and in rejoining by a repartee. He possessed the art of narration
in such a high degree, that people charmed with his story, kept
it hanging at their ears as a. fragrant flower, whose perfume
they wished to enjoy for ever. On the other hand, his generosity
was such that, when he had once allowed a pension to some
one, high or low, he never recalled it, but continued it to the
person, although the occasion and necessity should have ceased
long ago. Ingeniously delicate, everything about his person
or in his Palace, received from his directions such an elegance
of form, that from that moinent it was taken up as a pattern by
all men of taste, and thenceforward became the fashion at Court,
and the standard of elegance both for apparel and furniture(r98).

i (I98) There is e whole book of the remarkable sayings of Emir-qhan, and we
have already mentioned twoof these. There is another which shew: the readiness
0! his wit. Mehreban-qhan, a Lord, whose disgrace he Mi PYOCIIPQ13. ‘Willi ill
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Truth will not permit us to say much of Camer-eddin-qhan,
notwithstanding he was Prime Minister of State, and bore the
titles of “ The Trust-worthy of the Empire, and the Victorious in
"War.” He was son of Mahmed-amin-qhan, who had cut so
great a figure in the beginning of Mahmed-shah’s reign, and
drew his pedigree from Qhadja-Ehrar. Mahmed-amin early quit-
ted Tooran(199), his native country, and came into Hindostan
in Aoreng-zib the Conqueror’s time, where he rose by degrees
to the military grade of five thousand horse. in process of time
he rose to the grade of seven thousand, and this happened in
Feroh-syiir’s reign chiefly through the countenance he received
from the famous Abdollah-qhan, which, however, did not prevent
him from joining in the conspiracy for murdering Husséin-aaly-
qhan,brother to his benefactor. He was promoted to the Vezir-
ship in the beginning of Mahmed-shah’s reign, but enjoyed that
oflice but a few months, having been seized by the claws of
Death, that universal Tyrant who mows down indiscriminately the
Minister with‘ the beggar. Camer-eddin-qhan, his son, enjoyed
in his father's life-time the office of third Paymaster-Gener-
a_l(2oo), and of Superintendent of the bathing-place or private
appartments ; and he was promoted to the Vezirship '.il6I' Nizam-
el-mulk’s departure for Decan, in which high oiiice he exhibited
no great talents for government, being slothiul, inattentive,
indolent, and eternally immersed in all kinds of pleasures(2o1) ;
Mahmed-shaifscompany, complained bitterly of an affray in which the cart-men had
beaten his people. l know not how it happens, added he, but all those whose names
or ceilings end by a Ban prove all faithless, all ungrateful, all unruly and quarrel-
some; Gariban, Cart-man, Sar-ban, Camel-driver, Goose»--ban, Toll-man, 8:c., lac.
True, My Lord Mrhre-ban, interrupted Emir-qhan, whose Cart-men had headed
the afiray; what you say is nothing but true. l have experienced it INS longwhile,
and I am glad that you are become sensible of it at last.

(199) What they call Great-Tartuary and Siberia in Europe, is called Tooran
all over Asia; but Eusbeg Tartary or Turks.»-tan is more properly understood by
that name in Hindostan.

(zoo) We have already observed that the Paymaster-General is always a
military man, and something like a Major-General.

(act) He had a Seraglio of five thousand women, which being dressed by
rdglments in gold or silver tissues at such a particular day, were let loose in I
park or garden, where heiused to gallop up and down after them mounted upon
a nag. But he had besides another Sersgilo, in the style of that kept by Trajan ;
and this was of no less than fifteen hundred persons, as handsome as could be
lound throughout the Empire.
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but he was inoffensive, and such an enemy to oppression, that
the people of the Capital remember him with regret to this
very day. He was a magnificent friend, and a bountiful patron,
buta weak Vezir, wanting firmness and activity. He lived
in a style of the utmost grandeur and magnificence, denying
himself no kind of pleasure, and passing his time in tasting of
every one of them successively. He died, as we have said,
a month and some days before his master Mahmed-shah’s
demise.

This Prince, who was son to Djehan-shah-qhojista-ahter,
grandson to Bahadyr-shah, and great-grandson to Aoreng-zib-
Alemghir, wanted neither genius nor abilities; but he was so
very good-natured, that in that respect he exceeded the measure,
proper in the character of Kings and Princes. Naturally of a.
passive temper, imd wanting firmness of mind, he was apt to be
led by his servants, and he became dependent on his Ministers
in such a manner, as to become as indolent as themselves, and
as incapable to recover the Empire from that state of debility in
which it fell under Feroh-syiir. Young and handsome, and fond
of all kinds of pleasures, he addicted himself to an inactive life,
which intirdiy enervated the energy of the Empire. This in-
activity of temper became still more conspicuous after Nadyr-
shah had ruined his Capital, and restored him his crown. The
fire of his youth and the turbulence of his passions having then
subsided, his genius subsided likewise; he studied his repose
above all things, and so as to become averse to business. About
the end of his reign, he seemed to have taken a liking to the
conversation and company of Fakyrs and religious men ; and
he condescended so far as to listen to a representation from
them with the best grace in the world. Being naturally averse
from blood and violence, his subjects under his reign enjoyed
much rest and prosperity. it may be said with truth that, under
his reign, the Government was still respected, the honour of the
Empire supported, and the Majesty of the Throne kept alive and
standing; for, after his demise, every thing went to wreck, and
he may be considered as the seal and last of the Emperors of
the House of Babr. A little time after his demise the words,
Empire and Emperor, became only empty sounds and mere
names, that conveyed no distinct meaning.

7 35
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The principal of those that contributed to all that decay,

was Nizam-el-mulk, who was styled the wise Minister(2o2). He
was son to Ghazi-eddin-qhan-Bahadyr, and grandson to Abed-
qhan. His own name was Camer-eddin, and he descended
from Sheh-sheab-eddin. His maternal grandfather, Saad-ollah-
qhan, was supreme Vezir to the Emperor Shah-djehan, out his
paternal grandfather, Abed-qhan, was one of the most venerable
Magistrates of Sa.marcand(2o3), from whence he came into
Hindostan in that Emperor's life-time, and was taken into the
service of the lmperial Prince Aoreng-zib, who on his mounting
the throne, raised him to the grade of five thousand horse,
and twice promoted him to the office of Sadr-el-soodoor(2o4).
Being at the siege of Gol-conda(2o5), with that Prince, he was
struck by a musket-ball, and fell at once both from the palfrey
of fortune, and the horse of existence. His sori, Shehab-eddin,
came to be one of the Lords and Grandees of Aoreng-zib's
Court, and rose by degrees to the grade of seven thousand
horse, and to the title of “Victorious in War," serving as a
principal General in his armies. At the taking of Bidjapoor,
he was decorated with other titles of honor. After his master's
demise, we find him Governor of G8djrat, under Bahadyr-shah.
He died in the year 1152, and left a son called Camer-eddin-
qhan, alias Nizam-el-mulk, who in Aoreng-zib’s reign was
‘honoured with the surname of “ The Sabre-drawing L0rd(206),"
and the grade of five thousand horse. At the end of that
Prince's reign, he was Governor of Bidjapoor(2o7). In the
beginning of Bahadyr-shah’s reign, he was Governor of A8d,
with the title of “ Lord of the Age(2o8)." A little after, we find
him disgusted at the absolute authority assumed by the Vezir,

(202) Asel-djnh, he that sits in km’-‘s stead, which Asef was Solomon's Vezir.
(203) Samar-cand, the Maracanda of Qint-Curtius, is now a great city of

Euzbegh-Tartary.
(204) Sadr-el-soocloor, Bishop of Bishops, or great Almoner.
(205) Gol-conda was once the Gentoo name of Bagnagar, now I-laiderabad.

It is stillthe name ofa very large Fortress at four cosses from thence. Feral-
djung is translated in'English, Victorious in War.

(206) Chin-kylydj-qhan are the text of the words Sword~d_faun'ng Lard. _ They
Ire Turkish, the original language of all that family. '

(207) Bidja-poor is the same as the Vizflpoor, or, more properly, of the Vida-
poor of our charts.

(ao8) Qhan-d68ra_n.
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Assed-qhan, or his son, the Generalissimo Zullicar-qhan, and
resigning both his Government and title, to take up the garb of
a Fakyr, and to lead a retired life. At the beginning of the reign
of Muéz-eddin-djehandar-shah, he was requested to re-assume
his grade and title, and to appear again at Court. On the first
year of Feroh-syur’s reign, he was decorated with the titles of
“ Composer of the Kingdom(2o9),” and “ Victorious in VVars, "
promoted to the grade of five thousand horse, and appointed
to the Viceroyalty of Decan. But some time after, that important
ofiice having been bestowed on Hussein-aaly-qhan, the famous
brothcrof Abdollah-qhan, Nizam-el-mulk returned toCourt, where,
as an atonement for that recall, he received the great Fodjdary
of Moorad-abad, which was equal to a Viceroyalty. Under
the young Emperor, Refy-el-derjat, he was, by Abdollah-qhan’s
recommendation, promoted to the Government of Malva. Put
that did not prevent his falling out with him, as well as with
the Viceroy, his brother ; forin the beginning of Mahmed-shah’s
reign, he gave them the slip, and went into Decan, where he
at once possessed himself of some of the provinces that go
by that name, and in process_of time, of all the six and-a.-
half Governments that compose that part of the Empire. On
Mahmed-amin-qhan’s demise, he was promoted to the ollice of
Vezir, which he held but a short time. Being dissatisfied with
the Grandees of the Court, and likewise with the Emperor him-
self, whose sentiments seemed altered, he quittcd the Court,
and retired to his Government of Decan, with which he lived
satisfied. Still he was recalled to Court, and on Qhun-d68ran’s
death, was decorated with the title of “ Lord of Lord-.(2io),"
then vacant. But hearing at the same time that his second son,
Nassyr-djung, whom he had apptinted Deputy in Decan, had
become rebellious, he resigned his oflice of “ Lord of Lords,”
‘in behalf of his eldest son, Ghazi-eddin-qhan, and returned again
to Decan, as we have already mentioned in the First Volume,
and likewise in this Volume. Nor is that Decan to be thought
of slightly. It contains the aggregate dominions of several
ancient Kings, and it is in such an extensive tract that he
governed with an absolute authority for the space of seven and

(zoo) Nizam-el-mullbNassyr-djung.
(210) Emir-ul-umera.
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thirty years. His character was so highly respected amongst
all the Lords and Grandees of Mahmed-shah's Court, although
some of them were of equal dignity, that they never wrote or
spoke to him but as to their superior, and never demeaned
themselves in his presence but with deference and submission.

Covetousness and ambition seemed to be the basis of his
character; but if we can pass over that, we shall find him en-
dowed with a number of excellent qualities. He was a man of
eminent merit, who filled a very exalted station that equalled
him to the greatest Kings, with all the talents and all the sublime
qualifications which his situation required. His Palace was at
all times open to the poor, the needy, and the aged, as well as
to the learned and the deserving; in one word, to all that had
any suit to prefer. To all these he ever paid a strict attention,
being carefulto relieve their wants. His character for distinguish-
ing merit, and for rewarding it to its full extent, was so
universally spread, that men of parts, and also people of all
sorts, flocked to his Court from all the neighbouring countries,
from Arabia, and from Mavera-al-nahr(21 1), from Qhorasan,
from Harac, and from R8m ; and all were sure to aélvance their
fortunes in his service. Fond of public works, he finished the
walls of the city of Boorhanpoor, which he had commenced in
the year 1 14!, and he re-peopled the city of Feridapoor which
he fpund ruined, and to which he gave the name of Nizam-
abad, building in it Mosques and Caravanseras, as well as a
Palace and a bridge. He likewise raised walls round the city
of Haider-abad, and built a superb Mosque at Aoreng-abad.
The canal that runs through the middle of that city, is a work of
his. Afford repose O Lord of mercy and forgiveness, to such
servants of Yours! He was a man of great equality of temper,
and a learned one, fond of uttering extempore verses; and there
is a Poem and a volume of Poetry of his, actually extant. He
departed his life thirty-seven days after Mahmed-shah’s demise,
and it was the fourth of the second Djemady, in the year I 161
of the Hedjrah. Mir-gh8lam-aaly, the Poet of Belgram, has
comprehended in six words the chronogram of those three

(3! I) Mavera-al-nahr is Arabic, and signifies the country on the other side th e
water, the Trans-oxana of the ancients. Qhorasan is oneof the six grand division s
of lran and Persia, as is Han-ac, or Hircania, another division. Room is the Romall
country, or the Turkish Empire.
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illustrious men deceased at the same time. lt is in an enig-
matic style.

“ Past are they all three, whilst l am sobbing and saying, ahl for one.
“ Gone are the King, the Vezir, and Asset-djah."
But he has spoken in a more open manner in the following

verses :
" Fallen are, ahl the three columns of this Empire;
" Disappeared are they from this world, as three precious pearls from an un-

“ lucky hand.
“I have comprehended thr"-e three invaluable losses in this single verse :
"Gone is the King, the Vezir, and the Assef of this age."
After complimenting our readers with that digression on

those eminent personages, we shall return now to the thread of
our history. The Emperor and his Vezir being now satisfied as
to Nizam-el-mulk’s intentions, the dignity of Lord of Lords,
with the office of first Paymaster, was bestowed on Saadat-qhan,
son tohanother Saadat-qhan, who lived under Feroh-syur; and
in the fourteenth of Redjeb of the same year, the Vezir Ab8l-
mans8r-qhan went to Court, where he was received with the
utmost distinction, and complimented with a sabre and a poniard
of jewel-work, with a variety of other jewels, and with a
Qhylaat ot seven pieces. He was at the same time installed
with a rich belt in the Government of Acbar-abad-agrah. The
command of the Ahedian Guards was at the same time bestowed
on Ahmed-aaly-qhan, son to his sister; and as Issac-qhan’s
sister had of late been married to Shudjah-ed-dtiwlah, son to
the Vezir, this alliance raised that popular nobl:.-man's power to
the utmost pitch; and he soon succeeded his father, the late
lssac-qhan, in the Divanship of the Qhalissah. But a man who
suddenly came to cut a great figure at Court, was Djavid-qhan.
This eunuch, who had from a long time intimate connections
with Oodem-bay(2r2'), mother to the reigning Emperor, became
po great a favourite with that Prince also, that he fancied himself
a Minister of State, and indeed soon came to act as such, through
the insinuations of that Princess, on the mind of the weak Prince,
her son. As he was an ancient slave of the Imperial household,

(212) The words Bay, Poori, Cosr, &c., added to a woman's name, always
attest her to be or to have been a dance-woman, that Ia, not_a prostitute, but a
Courtezan; a sort of women admitted in all companies In Hindostan, and trflted
with demonstrations of regard and honour.
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in high favour with the late Emperor, and in consequence of his
connections with the Empress’s mother, possessed a perfect
knowledge of everything within both the sanctuary and the
palace, he was thought the fittest person for the office of Nazyr,
an important charge that gives an absolute controul within the
Seraglio, and was vacant since R81-afzoon-qhan’s dccease. In
this manner he came to be master of the Emperor's private
hours. That Prince, who in conformity to his maternal origin
was in fact full of levity, and carried a head without brains, soon
came to follow the example set him by that man. He fell into a
course of crapulcnce and debauch; and he abandoned the helm
entirely to him. So that the latter who was now decorated with
the title of Navab-Bahadyr, or the valiant Deputy, commenced
meddling in every matter of State, and at last came to have
his opinion abided by, as a matter of necessary form. Such an
authority in an eunuch was more than the high spirit of Ab8l-
mans8r-qhan could bear, and as the other made no secret of
his influence, every day furnished new matter of discontent, and
incessantly afforded fresh fuel to that fire, which in a little
time blazed out in a flame. About this time the ollice_of second
Paymaster, with the Fodjdary of Moorad-abad, was bestowed
on Intyzam-ed-dtiwlah, one of Camer-eddin-qhan’s sons, and a
few days after a Qhylaat of mourning was given to Ghazy-
eddin-qhan on the demise of his father, Nizam-el-mulk ; it was
Djaviid-qhan who put an end to his mouring, and brought him to
Court. On the seventeenth of Redjeb, the charge of Comptrol-
ler of- the Qhalissah-oflice, together with a military augmenta-
tion of a thousand horse to his grade, was bestowed on Asker-
aaly-qhan, and a few days after the Government of the Province
of Adjmir was presented to the Vezir. About this time, being
in Shaaban, Haddy-aaly-qhan, that illustrious proselyte of a new
sect, departed this life, and was entombed near Shah-nom8d,
his Director's monument. Terbiyet-qhan likewise died in this
month ; nor did this year produce any more important events.
But now the scene will become more interesting.

We have already mentioned that Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohil-
lah had returned with an army to the country of M8rad-abad, 8zc.,
and after having taken possession of it, had‘ expelled my father,
the lmperial Governor ; soon after which he died of acancer that
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had spread all over his back. This event was seized upon by
the Vezir Ab8l-mansSr-qhan, who had been taking this long-
while much umbrage at the establishment which those warlike
people had made on the frontiers of his Government of A8d. He
had already engaged Mahmed-shah on an expedition intended to
extirpate them, but which did not produce its full effect, his plan
having been counteracted by Camer-cddin-qhan’s management
and double-dealing. An opportunity offcrcd now to resume his
scheme. He was himself hccome Vezir, and Director of all the
affairs of the Empire. Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah had just
crossed over to the valley of Nothingness, and divisions had
arisen in the family of that new founder. With this view he
engaged Ciiim-qhan, son to Mahmed-qhan-Bangash, to recover
that whole country from the hands of Rohillah’s family, sensible
that the defeat and ruin of either party would prove of so much
gain to himself. Ciiim-qhan, who had already cast a wishful
eye on the private and public estate of Rohillah’s family, besieged
his children in the castle of Budiion, and straitcned them so
far as to prevent their having any communication with any one
without. These were Saad-ollah-qhan, eldest son of Rohillah,
a young ?rince, who had married Hafiz-rahmet’s daughter,
and being reputed his father's representative, actually sat on
his Mcsned; but the other was Dondi-qhan’s son-in-law, and
both these Chieftains having taken possession of the country
in right of their sons-in-law, had in fact kept it for themselves,
although the civil government was still in the hands of Saad-
ollah-qhan. The latter, who was shut up with his whole family,
and that of his father, finding himself reduced to the last
extremity, and straitened by an enemy that would not relent,
at once took his party. He came out of the castle, and having
assembled some troops, he resolved to risk everything in
defence of his life and fortune. This happened in the tenth of
Zilhidj, in the year 1161. Dividing, therefore, his troops into
two parts, he concealed one in the bed of a river which had
become dry, and advanced with the other against C5.im-qhan-
The battle having already commenced and become very warm,
Saad-ollah-qhan, unable to bear the attack of the whole Afghan
nation, which fought under Cairn-qhan’s orders, was obliged to
retreat, and at last he fled full speed; but still he turned about
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now and then, and charged his pursuers, till at last he came to
the ambuscade. Caim-qhan, in the full hope of victory, was
pursuing with ardour, followed by almost all the Commanders of
his army, when at once some thousands of Saad-ollah-qhan’s
people, who were concealed in the dry bed, got up,’ and let fly
such a shower of balls and rockets, that Caim-qhan himseif, with
all his Commanders, were killed on the spot, together with a vast
number of his soldiers ; thus leaving a complete victory to Saad-
ollah-qhan.

\Vhilst the Afghans were involved in civil wars, the Court
seemed busy in promotions and rejoicings. The N68-r82 was
celebrated on a Friday, the second of the second Reby, and a
few days after Mirza-muhsen, elder brother to the Vezir Ab8l-
mans8r-qhan, departed this life. About the end of the same
year, Aaly-amjed-qhan was honoured with a fringed Paleky;
but two months after, as he was at his day-break devotions, and
reciting prayer: upon his clay of mercy and /I812/l}l(2I3)_
he suddenly fell down and expired. This appearance of trans
quility at the Capital soon gave way to troubles of a most alarm-
ing nature.

We may remember that Mir-mannoo, the late Vezir’s eldest
son, had been appointed to the double Government of Lahor
and Mooltan by Mahmed-shah himself. To support so great a.
burtlfen, he had taken Begari-qhan as his Deputy, and had allow-
ed him an absolute authority. The new Viceroy had just taken
possession of that important post, and had found no time yet
to prepare either an army, or to take any measures, when at once

(313) Tho Persians and all the Shiyas, who pay an idolatrous worship to every
chln-g chat relates to Hosséin. never make use of any other beads but those made
of tho clay of Korbolsh, where he is interred. This clay is dyed of a yellow-green,
and baked; they suppose it to bo always of the soil taken from that Mosque. Was
this tho ease in fact, tho Mosque would have tumbled down long ago. Those beads
are made of tho soil of the territory of Kerbelah, where every thing is stiff clay.
Great miracles are sserlbod to tho holy clay, and no Shyo will pray unless he has
bdorie him o plooo of that eloy, twice bigger and thioltor than so English Crown, on
which ho never foils to lay his forehead in every one oi tho numerous protestation
which characterise tho Mlbornotln prayers. A littlo of that clay is likewise put in
I dead man's hands, nod ho is buried with it. It is givep to the sick, and vast
numbers of them daily recover; and as it is likewise greatly instrumental In pro-
curing tho remission of sins, it is hold by them as s mirlculoul Poisson. Hones-
tboroosoo olthotelsyhboing oallodtbooloyol bolltbaswollumcey,
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news came that Ahmed-shah, the Abdaly, was again march-
ing to Lahor. Unprepared as Mir-mannoo must have been, he
was obliged to present himself against that Monarch; but as
neither party had sufficiently prepared themselves for a decisive
engagement, the Viceroy thought it better to shake the chain of
friendship and accommodation, in the Abdaly’s ears, and to
smother a fire that had not yet broke out in a flame. The
Abdaly who was no better prepared, was glad to hear that the
affair took such a turn, and he agreed to retire, on the Viceroy's
promising to him the revenue of four Districts that had always
been appointed to defray the pay of the garrison of Cab8l, a
condition which Nadyr-shah had likewise stipulated. These were
Syal-cot, Aoreng-abad, G8djrat, and Pursurvur ; and this condi-
tion being accepted, he retired to his own dominions, and left
the Vezir at liberty to follow his scheme against the Rohillas.

This Minister no sooner heard of the state of affairs at
Moorad-abad, than sensible that he had benefited in every sense
by the defeat of one of the two parties, he resolved to avail him.
self of it so far as to recover those countries from the hands of
the survivors. With this viewihe came out of the city with the
Emperor, on the first day of Zilhidj, and took up his residence
in tents. ln a few days he arrived at Kevol, where leaving the
Emperor behind, he advanced himself to the river Gundj, which
is only at twenty cosses from Feroh-abad. This approach in-
timidated Ciiim-qhan’s mother, consort to Mahmed-qhan-Rohilla,
who finding herself shut up in the place without any resource,
submitted to necessity, and paid in money and effects a contribu-
tion to the amount of sixty lacs. After this the Vezir called
Saad-ollah-qhan to an account for the elephants, horses, equipage,
and artillery, which had bel<mge<' to the vanquished, and also
for the Nazuran-a due to the lmperial Treasury, and got from him
a large sum, but which did not become public. On hearing of
this success, the Emperor returned to his Palace, and a few days
after he celebrated the N68-rSz, which fell on the 12th of the
second Reby of the same year. Meanwhile the Vezir, who had
tarried some time about Feroh-abad, was busy in receiving the
promised sums, and in taking possession of the country of the
Bangash Afghans; but he thought proper to leave untouched
the city of Feroh-abad, and the twelve Districts round the same,
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which had been Bangash’s Altumghah or irrevocable fief ever
since Feroh-syur’s reign. He left the whole for the subsistence
of Ciiim-qhan’s mother and family. Having in this manner
recovered in a little time the stipulated sums and effects, he sent
for Nevol-ray, the Deputy he had left at A8d, and put under his
care and absolute authority the whole of the conquests he had
lately made, after which he returned to the Capital.

This Ncvol-ray, who was originally a Ciiet by tribe, and
of the lowest officers of /\b8l_mansoor-qhan’s household, had
rendered his master so many services, and he had become so very
agreeable to him, that he was promoted to high offices, made his
Deputy throughout the whole Government, and rose to so much
favour, as to be equalled by no one man in the service. This
Deputy took up his residence in the city of Cannodje(214), the
private appanage of his master's, and only at twenty cosses from
Feroh-abad; from whence he spread his oflicers and collectors
all over the country. He also seized most of the brothers of
Ciiim-qhan, I mean such as were from other mothers, together
with some trusty slaves of the family, and sent them all prisoners
to the castle of Ilah-abad; at the same time his violences and
extortions rose to such an excess, that they became the real cause
of the troubles and mighty events that followed. Ciiim-qhan's
mother sent word of all this to Ahmed-qhan, her half-brother, an
officer of consequence in the Vezir's service; and she informed
him tl1at‘”t/zc/wnour of I/zc /ifglzan nation was gone, as well as
" flxat of/zisfat/zcr’s,' but I/mt if I/zerc remained any sense of
"pride in him, now was tin: time to pror/uce it, and to approve
" lzimselfa true A_/ig/mu.” She likewise sent messages, full of
taunts and rcproaches, to all the Afghan Chiefs of the neighbour-
hood. The Afghans roused by these messages, assembled in
troops, and swore every one to each other that they would not
part society, until they had destroyed both Nevol-ray and his

(214) Cannodje, on the Ganges, has been the Capital of India fifteen hundred
years ago, as it has been likewise for thousand of years before that period. It was
surrounded by lofty walls of twenty leagues in circuit, which in a country so very
continent as India, contained no less than sixty thousand prostitutes, paying a tax»
and as many shops for Paan or Beetle. lf that be so, it mustihave been as bigls
Delhi has been under Mahmed-shah, and must have contained as well as this two
millions of souls. This immense city, although partly inhabited, is now in ruins’
as is Delhi itself, where grass grows abundantly in the streets.
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power, and recovered their own country. Nevol-ray, informed of
this general revolt, applied to the Vezir for assistance, and
meanwhile he came out of Cannodje with the troops he had
under his command, and he entrenched himself in expectation of
the succours which had been already dispatched. The Vezir
having taken his leave of the Emperor, came out of the city,
and encamped at the ford of Anbely, on the banks of the
Djumnah, where he took up his residence in a seat until he had
assembled all his troops. In a few days he dispatched Nassyr-
eddin-hai'der-qhan, his brother-in-law, together with Mahmed-
aaly-qhan, a Commander of character, to Nevol-r.’1y’s assistance,
and two days after, he dispatched likewise lsmiiil-beg-qhan,
called the slave-boy, avery trusty Commander of his, on the same
errand. This was followed by Radja Debi-Dutt, Fodjdar of
Kevol. But before these succours could come up, Ahmed-
qhan had already appeared with a large body of Afghans before
Nevol-r£1y's intrenchment, and that officer who had already
quitted the Vezir’s service, and wanted to put the Deputy off his
guard, had undertaken to amuse him with a variety of messages
about an accommodation. The negotiation was kept on foot,
until the‘tenth of Rumzizan, when there appeared at once a
great body of Afghan horse in the front of Nevol-r.'iy's in-
trenchment, where was all his artillery : and \vhilst his attention
was taken up with these, a large body of infantry turned his
camp, and falling on his rear, penetrated through his intrench-
ment, and marched straight to his quarters, where they cut him
down. This execution was done so rapidly that .~\ta-ollah-qhan,
one of the best officers of the camp, (whom we have mentioned
in Aaly-verdy-qhan’s history, as a n0l.)l(:m;1n, who had married
Rabiah-begum, and of course was sun-in-law to lladji-ahmed,)
found just time to fly to Nevoi-r.ty's assistance with his troops,
and to lay down his head at his feet. He was slain togetlier with
a number of brave soldiers and gentlemen, who distinguished
themselves on that occasion, and set out in company for the
kingdoms of Eternity. They were mostly of the environs of
A8d and Lucknow, and especially of Belgram, a town in the
neighbourhood of the latter city, and famous for the hereditary
bravery of its inhabitants. The artillery, as well as every thing
in camp,‘fell a prey to the Afghans. This intelligence being
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carried to the Vezir, seemed to affect him much more sensibly
than the troubles that were rising in Decan, a part of the Em-
pire which seemed now quite independent.

Nassyr-djung, second son and successor of Nizam-el-mulk,
having been sent for this year by the Emperor, had advanced
to the banks of the Nerbedda with about seventy or eighty
thousand horse, all old troops. But as the Emperor did not like
his coming so well accompanied, he wrote him a letter with his
own hand to inform him that he had altered his mind, and given
him liberty to return; an order which the other complied with
the more readily, as he had just been informed that his own
sister’s son, Hedaiet muhi-eddin-qhan, surnamed Muzafer-djung,
pretended to independence in Decan. He therefore returned,
and soon arrived at his Capital, where he gave rise to some
events which we reserve for the subsequent sheets, our intention
being now to go on with the Vezir's expedition.

The defeat of Nevol-ray having made a deep impression on
that Minister's mind, at the very time he was himself marching to
his assistance, he, on the month of Shaaban of the year II63,
returned to the Capital, and took a fresh leave of the Emperor; on
which occasion lssac-qhan, and Mir-baca, son to the late Camer-
eddin-qhan, were ordered to attend l'.i'n with the lmperial troops.
As.the Vezir was setting out, he was complimented by the Em-
peror witlla sabre, a buckler, and a coat of mail, together with a
variety of other curious things, the Emperor being desirous of
shewing him every kind of regard, and of raising his character
in the opinion of mankind. Issac-qhan received a fateh-pitch
and a. sabre, but Mir-baca, a fateh-pitch only; and both were
ordered to obey the Vezir's orders. The latter setting out at the
head of his troops, marched twenty cosses in three or four days,
at which time he received furtlier news about Nevol-ray and the
country underhis command. He was then at Barr, a large town
inhabited only by SC-yds. There he assembled his troops, and
he also sent for my father, a nobleman, of whom he had made a
friend, and whom he had appointed to the command of Pani-p8t
and Son-poot. Having spent about a month in the several seats
round Barr, he found himself at the head of seventy thousand
horse; but before his departure there happened a strange event,
of which the by-standers drew a bad omen for his expedition.
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On the eighteenth of Ramazan, a camel-driver belonging

to a Moghul, chanced to cut down a tree which grew at the door
of one Enaiet-qhan, a man in the Vezir's service. The latter
trusting to his master's high power, seized the driver and chas-
tised him as he deserved. On this the other camel-drivers
assembled in a body, and went to complain to the Moghul, who
was a Commander of a body of horse in the army. The Moghul
sent his people to fetch Eniiiet-qhan. On which a multitude of
horse and foot ran to Eniiiet-qhan’s house, and some one who
knew nothing of the quarrel, having chanced to say, on looking
at those armed men, that an order had come for sacking the
town, this word seemed to be taken up as a signal for a general
plunder. All the Moghul officers of the camp with their country-
men, got up in an instant, it being in the afternoon, and fell
like so many incarnated devils on the inhabitants of that unfor-
tunate town, which they ruined in a little time. They also kill-
ed Enéiiet-qhan and his son, a youth of eighteen. On the first
report of the tumult, the Vezir had dispatched liaider-qhan with
a number of Nissiqhchies to put a stop to the disorder, and to
drive away the plunderers. But until this officer could arrive,
and until the Nissiqhchies could make an impression upon them,
all was over. Vast numbers of people were slain; and the con-
sorts and children of so many Séyds, and of so many people of
the better sort, who inhabited that town, were carried in captiv-
ity, and experienced every usage which an unbridled soldiery
could inflict. \Vomen, children, furniture, everything was made
plunder of. I-laider-qhan, after having exerted himself the whole
night, was so lucky about the dawn of the day, as to assemble
a number of captives, which he drew one by one from the tents
of those accursed Moghuls, and he lodged them togetherin a set
of tents which the Vezir had ordered to be pitched on purpose
for them. This Minister himself had passed that whole night
without going to bed. He was often observed to shed a flood of
tears; nor couldhe be prevailed to eat anything the whole next
day, which he spent in inquiring after so many matrons that
had never set a. foot out of a house, and were now in the hands
of his soldiers. These he sent to their homes. Children of all
ages, which those accursed men had concealed in fosses of their
own digging, which they had covered with branches of tress and
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with turf, were found out, brought to the Vezir, and returned to
their disconsolate friends. On beholding that universal desola-
tion, one might have said that the last day of the world was
come for that unfortunate town, and that it had undergone the
Supreme Judge's sentence. Nothing was heard but sobs and
lamentations both there and all over the plain. The Vezir sent to
the wretched inhabitants the head of the Moghul Commander.—
But to what purpose? Past was what was past, and it was ir-
remediable. Two days after that dreadful event, that Minister
left Barr, and moved forwards; but people had already com-
menced to say, that his expedition would not be attended with
success, and they applied to him and to his men, these known
verses of Saady:

“ That smoke which you see does not rise from that Rue you are burning ;
" That smoke rises chiefly from the oppressed man's heart."
The two armies being in sight of each other, the Vezir sent

for my father, who was now a chief Commander in Issac-qhan’s
troops, and as he had long governed at Berhéily and Morad-
abad, and was acquainted with the Rohillas and with their
manner of waging war and of engaging an enemy, he requested
to hear his advice and opinion. My father answered, “ That
” these people dealt very much in ambuscades andjoints. That
"their custom was to appear in great numbers, and after a
"slight combat to draw the enemy into some snare, when they
"turned about again, andfaced him afresh. But that when-
" ever such a stratagom of theirs failed of success, it was their
"practice to turn their backs, and to fly in earnest, as soon as
"they were sensible of their being pursued slowly and with
if caution. His opinion was, therefore, that as the Moghul: were
“troops that could be relied upon, it would be proper that a
“ body of three orfour thous_and ofthem should be ordered to
"advance a little before the Vezir’: elephant, but on foot, and
“ with their muskets and wall-pieces ready, in order to have a
" body of Musketeers at hand, should the enemy make a shew
“ of some ambuscade.” My noble father was yet speaking,
when he was interrupted by Ismail-beg-qhan, whqtired of the
length of the advice, said that to-morrow he wouldséize Ahmed-
qhan’s wife’ and children, and bring them fast in a corner of his
bow. To this my father said not ‘a word. The next day, at
day-break, the Vezir after performing his prayers, ordered his
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cannon to march in front and upon the wings, and having ranged
his troops in the best order, he advanced with a slow pace.
At about nine o'clock, the engagement commenced, by a dis-
charge of cannon and muskets on both sides, and it continued
for sometime in the same manner. Afterwards, Radjah S8r8dy.
mull, the Djatt, who'commanded at the right wing, and Ismail-
beg-qhan, who commanded at the left, advanced on a gallop,
and charged so vigorously R8stem-qhan and some other Afghan
Commanders, that they dreweverywhere smoke from theirbreasts.
Pursuing their point, they covered the ground with six or seven
thousand of the beat men amongst the Afghan horse. The
rest retired reluctantly, but being vigorously pursued they fled
at last, and cli--persed. At this very time Radja Ber-chundeb
mehender, who had outmarched both the Djatt Prince and
Ismail-beg-qhan, proved to be separated from his main, and out
(Sf the Vezir's sight ; and that Minister being occupied in perpet-
..-ally sending to those two Generals, cannon, rockets and am-
munition,had so thinned his own front, that it remained unfurnish-
ed with those necessaries, and nearly empty of troops. The sun
was inclining to the west, and the army seemed parted asunder.
The Minister no sooner observed this disorder, and no sooner
saw that the Gentoo Prince was already out of sight, than he
recollected what my father had told him, and he was casting his
eyes about to discover something like an ambuscade, when at
once Ahmed-qhan, with a choice body of Afghan horse, sudden-
ly made his appearance, and the engagement, which seemed
at an end, re-commenced with fury. Unluckily it happened,
whether by a particular interposition of the Divine Providence
or otherwise, that _Camcar-qhan, the Fodjar of the suburbs of
the Capital, who was nearest to the Vezir‘s body of troops,
unable to stand the violent fire of musketry and rockets inces-
santly poured by a body of Afghan foot that now made their
appearance, had turned about and fled. It is even reported that
he was actually in concert with Ahmed-qhan-bangash, and that
his flight was premeditated. Be it as it will, the Moghuls of the
two wings finding themselves almost left alone, lost their wont-
ed firmness, and this being observed by the Vezir, he imme-
diately dispatched to their assistance both Mahmed-aaly-qhan,
the Colonel, and Noor-el-hassen-qhan the Belgramite, with their
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troops. But there was such a quantity of loose elephants, and
loose horses on the field of battle, that the passage seemed blocked
up everywhere. Noor-el-hassen-qhan, however, opened his way
through them, as did a little after, Abdol-neby, one of Mahmed-
aaly-qhan’s slaves. This last troop amounted to about four
hundred horse, and these two bodies cutting their way both
through the loose horses and through the enemy, reached the
Vezir's troops, which were divided from their main. But as
the Moghuls were already flying, the arrival of so brave a body
proved of no avail, and these two oflicers, obliged to turn about,
endeavoured to join the left wing. Asthey were advancing, they
discovered behind them a body of two or three thousand foot,
supported by a body of cavalry which were coming from the
left, but which by their long faces and long beards seemed
evidently to be enemies(2I5). By this time most of the artillery
had been sent to the support of the advanced troops, so that
no firing was heard there from any cannon that might support
those two brave bodies. For all that they cut their way back,
and joined their friends, when facing about, they made a general
discharge upon their pursuers, and stretched numbers of them
upon the ground ; but here too this succour proved of no avail.
The Moghuls were already flying, and although the oflicers made
a stand, their example was not followed by the others. The
flight had become general in both wings, and few people cared
to stand their ground. Amongst those that distinguished them-
selves eminently, few were regretted so much as Ha‘|'der-qhan,
brother-in-law to the Vezir. Like a famished lion, he with a small
body, threw himself amongst the Afghans, and was observed to
kill seven men with his own hand. He was slain at last, and he
hastened to enjoy the parterres of tulip in the gardens of Eter-
nity. N8r-el-hassen-qhan was wounded with a musket-ball, as
was Mahmed-aaly-qhan. Mir-gh8lam-nebi, the Poet of Belgram,
although much wounded, found means to escape; but Mir-azim-
eddin-qhan, one of the bravest Séyds of Belgram, followed
I-{alder-qhan, and hastened with him into the regions. of Eternity.
And now the danger came close to the Vezir's"p'g_;§rson. The
Afghans surrounded his elephant, without knowing 'who. it was.

(:15) The Moghul: have round faces, and short beards; the Hindostanleu,
oval. beautiful faces, and smooth chins.
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The driver fell down dead. Mirza-aaly-naky, tutor to Shudjah-
ed-dowlah, the Vezir's son, was struck by a musket-ball, as he was
sitting behind the Vezir, and fell. The Vezir himself received a
ball in his throat, and fell in a swoon \vithi_n the hiiodah. Luckily
for him, that it was a war-haodah, and barded in brass ; so that
the Vezir having fallen within, was secured from further wounds,
and nothing appeared of him but his head. Nor was his falling
into a swoon of small use to save his life. The Afghans seeing
the hiodah empty, with only one dead man in it, left it and
went forwards, where they met Issac-qhan. The latter cried
aloud that he was the Vezir. He was well mounted, and at the
head of abody that stuck close to him, charging his pursuers
sabre in hand, and he made them give way, after which he retired
slowly and with firmness. The whole army was retreating by
this time, and all the Moghuls had lost their honour and character,
when Noorel-hassen-qhan. and Mahmed-aaly-qhan seeing the
Vezir’s elephant unaccompanied, cuttheir way to it with a few
followers, and found that the Vezir had recovered from his
swoon. The Minister on recovering his senses, ordered the music
to play in token of victory, to try whether such a stratagem
would noT‘recall the troops ; but it answered no purpose. Find-
ing that a panic had seized them all, he turned his elephant
about, without having any one round his person save those two
officers, and two or three hundred Moghuls and Hindostanies.
After the Vezir's retreat, my father, who followed at a distance,
seeing the field of battle empty, stopped to bring up some cannon
that seemed in tolerable order; and having exerted himself in
calling together the dispersed people of the artillery, he arrived
at night near the Vez_ir’s quarters, none having remained in
that field of battle so long as himself; and it was midnight
before he reached the Vezir's tent. The latter having ordered
Noor-el-hassen-qhan to enquire after some medicines for his
wound, was in a little time served; but it became necessary to
make use of some lire. In the morning the Vezir quitted Marher,
where he had passed the night, and marched forwards without
hardly any baggage or any of the sutlers and other followers of
the army. The ungrateful Moghuls after having fled from the
enemy, had attacked their friends, and plundered most of those
useful people ; the rest had been set upon by the peasants, and
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made away with. Still on his departure from Marher, he found
himself at the head of something like an army, and he continued
his journey until he arrived upon the banks of the Djumnah,
over against old Delhi, which is commonly called Shah-djehan-
abad, and where we shall leave him to see "what use the Afghans
made of their victory.

Ahmed-qhan, after this victory over the Vezir, fancied
himself able to conquer the two Provinces of A8d and llah-bad,
which might have been said to be that Minister’s appanage.
He sent his son, Mahmood-qhan, with a body of troops to the

i conquest of A8d, whilst himself undertook to take the castle of
Ilah-abad from Baca-ollah-qhan, and Aaly-c8ly-qhan, the Daghis-
tany( 216 ). Baca-ollah-qhan is son of Merhamet-aaly-qhan,
brother to the late Emir-qhan, who had presented him with the
Fodjdary of Corrah in the Vict-royalty of Ilah-abad. After hisTh Af h ’ . . . .mi: .§,.§'“ uncle's death, he had accepted the Vezir’s invitation, and had

§L‘;'f°' nah‘ attachedhimself to his person. He was then at Ilah-abad with
Aaly-c8ly-'qhan, a dependant of Séyd-mahmed-qhan, the Deputy
Governor, and an ancient servant of Emir-qhan’s house. These
two oflicers thinking it dishonorable to submit to a Bangash,
quitted the city where they had too few men to be able to make
any defence, and shut themselves up in the castle, which they both
resolved to defendto the last extremity. They threw a bridge of
.boats over the Djumnah, under the walls of the fort, and thereby
prepared themselves for receiving succours and provisions.

There happened to be then on the shores of the Ganga,
and quite close to the castle of llah-abad(2i7), a certain
i (216) Daghistan is a little mountainous Province of Iran or Persia, inhabited
by Sunni-Turks or Tatars. lt is so called from Dagh, which signifies mountain, in
the Turkish language.

(217) Ilah-abad, called by the Gentoos Prag and Priag, is a famous place for
Gentoo worship. There is a subterraneous chapel, where they shew afallen tree
that is in vegetation ever since Malia-De8 or the Grand Saint, that is, the first man
who travelled thither from Cassi or the terrestrial Paradise, that is, Banares. We
have seen the stump of the tree, and at the first sight found it to be a Djigul, I
tree which never dries, and the trunk of which although cut into ever so many
chips, never fails to produce a tree, if planted. By counting our paces in and out
of the cavern, we found that the tree cannot be at forty paces distance from the
Ganges, with which probably it has a subterraneous conimiiniention. The visit-
ing that chapel, as well as the subsequent purification in the Ganges produce a
great revenue to Government. This-tree and chapel are in the castle, much nearer
the Glngesthsn to the Djumnah. ’
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Saniassi-fakir, very brave and well accompanied, who spent his
time in his devotions to Maha-de8. This man shocked to see the
ravages committed by the Afghans, he had, without any invitation,
resolved to join his cause to that of Baca-ollah-qhan, and of the
others, that were shut up in the castle; but although he was
requested to come within its walls, he constantly refused it, and
contented himself with encamping with his brave slave-boys and
his people at a small distance from it. Every day he used to
set out with the bravest of his people, all mounted on excellent
mares, and to gallop about the Afghan camp, from whence he
never returned without having killed several of the bravest of
the enemy, and brought away both their arms and horses with
him; so long as the siege lasted he did not miss a. single day,
and always did some execution. The siege drew to a great length,
but without the enemy being able to make any impression;
Baca-ollah-qhan with his garrison, and the brave Fakyr Radj
Ender-gur with his brave “troop, being resolved to make the
most obstinate defence. But meanwhile the enemy's troops, all
composed of unbridled savage Afghans, and of sanguinary
Rohillahs, fell upon the city of Ilah-abad, which was a large
wealthy place, and set it on fire, after having plundered and
sacked it leisurely. Four thousand matrons of the best Séyd
and Sheriff(218) houses of that unfortunate city, were led un-
veiled about the streets, and carried into captivity. But the
quarter round the Monument of Sheh-afzol was spread, together
with the suburb of Qhold-abad, which is wholly inhabited by
Afghans. This was all that was performed by the Rohillah army ;
and but few of the Bangash collectors had been admitted over
the flat country, when news came that the Vezir was coming.
Ahmed-qhan not pleased with this intelligence, quitted the siege,
and repaired to hisvown country about Feroh-abad.

We have already observed that on that General’s coming
to Ilah-abad he had dispatched his son, Mahmood-qhan, with a
body ottroops, to conquer the country about Aood and Lucknow.
The latter marched forwards, and on the nineteenth of the

(218) The Séyds are those that descend from Hassen and Hossein, the Prophet‘:
grandsons by Aaly ; but a Séyd is he that has a Séyd for a father, whatever be his
mother. A Sheriff is he that has a Séydany for his mother, whatever be his father;
at least it is so in India. "
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second Djemady in the year 1164, he encamped at a small
distance to the west of the town of Belgram. Some Afghan
troops immediately, according to the savage custom of that
race of men, advanced on the suburbs, plundered some houses,
and killed some people. But no sooner did such aviolence
become public, than the inhabitants of the town who are
mostly of Sheriff blood as well as soldiers of old standing,
shocked at this disorder, fell upon the Afghans, repulsed them
with slaughter, and brought home a couple of hundred heads
of cattle from the outskirts of the Afghan army. On seeing
this Mahmood-qhan, with a precipitation consonant to his age,
and an inconsiderateness worth",-" of his nation, put his army
under arms, and resolved to take the town. But this was not
so easy; the inhabitants had cut trenches across their streets,
fortified every quarter, and prepared themselves to give them
a warm reception. In this crisis the Magistrates, and the
principal men amongst them, some of whom had an acquaint-
ance with -the young General’s father, interposed their media-
tion, and procured an accommodation, after which the tumult
that had risen to a height, subsided at once. Mahmood-qhan
having raised his camp and advanced as far as Papzmow, sent
towards Lucknow one of his uncles with about twenty thousand
horse and foot; and this General advanced towards that city
with about five thousand cavalry. He encamped in the outskirts,
‘and sent a Cutwal to command in his name in the city. It must
be observed that this city had been evacuated by all the depend-
ants of the Vezir, on the first intelligence of their master's
defeat, and that they had carried away the Vezir's family, and
joined Baca-ollah-qhan upon the road, with whom they had
retired in the castle of Ilal~-abacl. As to the Moghuls, every
one of them, inhabitants of the city, had fled to some shelter,
_after having placed his property under the safeguard of Sheh-
miiez-eddin-qhan, a famous Commander, of whom we have said
something in speaking of his heroical friend, Kootoob-eddin-
mahmed-qhan. The Sheh's friends were not pleased with the
protectionhe afforded in his house and quarter to Moghul property,
and they warned him that it would bring doiim upon him an
inquiry from the Afghan Government. The Sheh would not
listen to such pusillanimous counsels, and continued to afford an
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asylum to the families and properties of as many as chose to
take shelter in his house and quarter. But as the new Cutwal
had already commenced to oppress people, the Sheh who was
sensible of this, thought it best to comply so far with the com-
plexion of the times, as to go out of the city and make a visit
to the Afghan Commander, in order to put a stop to the Cut-
wal’s vexatious government. The Afghan received him with
great regard and civility, and ordered that a general safety of
person and property should be proclaimed all over the city.
Whilst he was. yet speaking, one of the General’s friends, a man
who wished for some tumult and confusion, said to him, What
are you doing now ? The Lucnovians have beaten your Cutwal,
and driven him away. Sheh-miiez-eddin-qhan answered im-
mediately, that there was no man in the city mad enough to
commit such an outrage. [will go to town immediately, said
he, andiflfind that any one has committed an insolence, rest
assured, that 1 will chastise him as he deserves. On this, he
mounted and returned to the city; but he soon had several
reasons for altering his mind. He reflected that the Cutwal con-
tinued to oppress people, and that little trust was to be reposed
in the promises or proclamations of an Afghan. Seeing then
how matters went, he assembled the nobles and the principal
inhabitants, and represented to them, that the Afghans were
known for a faithless race, on whose promises no reliance could
be reposed with any safety; that to surrender to such savage
people would bring woeful consequences with it , and that for
his part he saw no other party, but that of joining together,
putting themselves upon their defence, and giving the Afghans
avigorous reception.- Most of those present expressed their
fears, and declined theiassociation; but the others, sensible of
the truth of what he had said, closed with his opinion, and arm-
ed themselves. Coorban-aaly, the Choudry(219), a man of conse-
quence amongst them, took care to gain to his party even those

(219) A Choudry is a small Zemindar or land-holder, and likewise the head of
a clan or quarter, or set of men.--There is a large quarter at Lucknow wholly in-
babited by Sheh-zadians, that ls, men of Arabian blood, or men of Gentoo origin,
but long ago turned Mussulmen. The Gentoos in general get themselves circum-
cised on a Friday, and from tbenceforward are called Shehs. The Sheh-zadians of
Lucknow are Mohametans these several hundreds of years, but still preserve that
spirit of clan so remarkable in Gentoos. They are brave and united, and all Sunnis.
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that seemed timorous, and he fortified several quarters. On
observing so much warmth, Sheh-mi.iez-eddin-qhan took a de-
cisive part. He sold the jewels and plate of his family, and
having made up a sum of money, he assembled the Sheh-zadians
of Lucknow, whom he now exhorted to chastise the Cutwal
vigorously, and to turn him out of the city. The order was im-
mediately executed. The Sheh, after this, dressed a sensible
Moghul in lranian apparel, made him land in his house, as if he
had come as Cutwal by the Vezir's appointment, and he pro-
claimed, at the tribunal of Police all over the town, that no
authority should be acknowledged in the city, but that of the
cutwal sent by the Vezir. He at the same time set up a green
standard in the name of “ The Lord of the Time”(22o), and
under it he took the oaths of the principal inhabitants, that they
would stand by each other in defence of their wives, children,
and properties, to the utmost of their power. The Afghan
General hearing of this change of affairs, and that a Cutwal had
come from ‘the Vezir, put his people under arms, prepared him-
self to sack the city, and he fell upon Ismail-gundj, the eastern
quarter of it. But about two hundred of the Sheh-zadians
having run to the assistance of the inhabitants, an engagement
ensued, in which the Afghars were driven away with great
slaughter; nay the inhabitants sallied out upon them, took their
cannon and tents, and drove away another Commander, who with
a thousand horse had come over to share the expected plunder‘
Mahmed-qhan, who was encamped on the ferry of Papa-mow,
hearing of this affair, wanted to march in person against Luck-
now. But Sheh-miiez-eddin-qhan having sent him a message,
that laid the whole blame of this affair upon the stupidity of his
Afghans, and promised to come in person to give an account of
it, and to address him upon other matters, he altered his resolu-
tion, and returned to his former encampment, where he was
pitching his tents, when the runaways came in shoals and gave

(zoo) According to_the Mussulmen Shyahs, the Lord of the Times is unai-
twelfth Imam or Pontifi, Mehdi, who is not come yet, but will surely conquer all
the world; which will then embrace the true religion, the Shyisme. He
lived about thirty years, but finding himself obnoxious to thathen reigning Qhalif,
he disappeared, but is still living. although invisible, and will appear again at the
endoftheworldtoeooquerall maniiiid, andto eoovertlttothstrne seet,thatis,
totbs lnialnlsromandgt eourie to theirown sect. ' _ ~-
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an exaggerated account of Miiez-eddin-qhan’s bravery and
conduct, as well as of the ferocity and courage of the inhabitants
of Lucknow, especially the Sheh-zadians. In a few days, Miiez-
eddin himself arrived near the Afghan camp, and with such a
multitude of horse and foot, as_ looked very much like an army.
Mahmed-qhan, intimidated by his character for prowess and
conduct, and not liking his appearance, thought proper to de-
camp, and retire. This retreat inspired the Sheh with so much
confidence, that he turned away all the collectors which the
Afghans had spread all over the country, and he published an
order to put to death immediately any armed Afghan that should
be discovered; and this revolution in the A8d naturally brings
us back to the Vezir, who had made an appanagc of that country.

We have left the Vezir at the ford of the Djumna. But
some time before his arrival at this passage, the report of his
defeat had spread everywhere, and had roused all those that
were jealous of his power, and fearful of his growing influence.
The imbecile Emperor was of this number, as \Vt:ll as his in-
triguing mother, and all the Grandees of the Court, and above
all, the Eunuch, now styled the valiant Navvab(22X), who
after taking possession of the Emperor's mind, had now come
forward with intention to govern the Empire, and acted already
asa Prime Minister. All these had given tokens of their ill will,
and they talked of seizing on the Vezir's Palace, and of confis-
cating the vast property supposed to be in it. Nevertheless,
such was the idea they had conceived of his power and resolu-
tion, that they durst, not put their design in execution, but
waited until they should receive certain intelligence about his
person. Hearing now? that he was alive, and at hand, they
waited his coming into the city, znxious to see what figure he
would cut after his defeat. That Minister came at last, and it
was soon seen by every one of them, that he would still prove a
tough piece of work, and much above their strength. For even
his consort(2z2), a daughter of Saadet-qhan, and a woman of
uncommon genius and courage, far from being dismayed by the

(sax) Navvab-Bahadyr was his title.
(222) This is Asuff-ed-dowlah's grand-mother, aged about one hundred years,

and living at Aood upon some greens and four ounees of rises day, in 1787; and
this has been her dist these thirty years past.
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reports of the Vezir's defeat and death, had exhorted her son,
Shudja-ed-diiwlah, and her dependants, and son-in-law, to act
with firmness, and to repel force by force ; and she had made a
provision of troops, and of every thing necessary for a vigorous
defence(223). The Vezir being arrived, soon heard of the in-
trigues and designs of his enemies, and he sent word not only
to the Eunuch, but also to the Empress-mother, that Ab8l-
mans8r’s dead body -was still better than anot/zer man’: living
one ,' and believe me, added he, I am a more tough pieceof-work
than you seem to apprehend. Both these two persons denied
their harbouring any unfavourable designs against him, and both
accompanied their answers with excuses and with complaints;
on which he seemed satisfied, being then engrossed by the
thoughts of retrieving his character, and of revenging himself of
the Afghans, he was consulting all those whom he thought to
have much experience. Ouc of these happened to be my uncle,
Séyd-abdool-aaly-qhan, an ofiicer of great character, who having
quitted Saadat-qhan’s service in Adjmir, was just come from that
province. This officer pleased with that firmness conspicuous in
the Vezir’s character, often frequented his house. The Vezir,
who in perusing the dispatches from Adjmir, had heard of his
merit, once turned towards him, and asked what he thought of his
expedition. Abdol-aaly-qhan answered, “ You had a good army,
“ my Lord, in the last campaign, and can have as numerous one
“ even now as you please}; but victory does not always depend
“ upon numbers and courage, and it would be proper that you
_“ should provide otficers and Commanders that have seen wars
“ and engagements.” W/to are t/zese, interrupted the Vezir, pray
fell me? At present, replied Abdol-aaly-qhan, I recollect" only
Radja-baht-sing and some Marhatta Generals. This advice he
seemed to relish, and sending for Radjah Djigul-kishvar, agent
from Aaly-verdy-qhan, Viceroy of Bengal, and for his own agent,

(233) The houses of great men at Shah-djehan-abad are all capable of de-
fence. They are all of stone, to the very roof, the beams which are of wood,
although these also are often of stone; and they are surrourirljed by a lofty wall
secured by strong gates, every one of which having its particular small yard, isa
stronghold oi itself. Moreover, the roofs are flat, capable of bearing cannon, and
the walls have battlements and barbatanes.‘ Each house stands by itself, and has
wells, ponds, a large garden, and always provisions for three months, and sometimes
for six.
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Radja Lachmi-narain, he directed them to bring Holkar-malhar.
Meanwhile, Djaba, with his son, Djingoo, two Marhatta Generals
of great renown, having made their appearance, he desired them
to enter into his service, and assigned to each a suitable pension.
Sending likewise for Radja S8r8dj-mull, the Djatt, who was
already in his service, he assigned him, for his person and troops,
fifteen thousand rupees a day, after having allowed both the
Marhatta Generals twenty-five or thirty-five thousand rupees for
the same space of time. This done, he turned his attention to-
wards providing a new stock of rockets and ammunition, as well
as every requisite for war ; insomuch that in a little time he found
himself stronger than he had been before. And, in fact, he
was so very extraordinary a man, that hardly any one would be-
lieve the many resources of his credit and his genius, unless he
had been of his confidence; nor has such another man appeared
to this day. Any other General, after such a total defeat, would
have lost his mind, or fallen into a. despondency, without ever
conceiving the thoughts of arising again, and presenting a
threatening front.

In short, this Minister having in a little time pitched upon
the beginning of the first Djemady for reviewing his stores,
quitted the Capital in the year 1 :64, and marched to Acbar-abad,
which is at seven journeys distant; from whence he detached
the Marhatta Generals with their twenty thousand horse, across
the Djumnah, against Shah-dil-qhan, who commanded for Ahmed-
qhan-bangash in Kevol and Djalisscr. The Marhattas having
crossed the Djumna with their customary rapidity, fell upon the
Afghans like a hurricane. The Governor surprised, fled with all
his might, and made his escape ; but an infinity of Afghans were
put to the sabre, and the Marhattas made agreat booty in horses,
elephants, camels, tents, and other articles. Ahmed-qhan, who
was these four months intent on taking the Castle of Ilah-abad,
no sooner heard of Shah-dil-qhan’s defeat, than he raised the
siege immediately-; and putting himself at the head of his best
troops, he with the. wings of anxiety and perturbation, hastened
to Feroh-abad, which was his Capital, and the residence of his
family. He was hardly arrived, when the Marhattas, which
composed the vanguard of the Vezir's army, followed, and finding
the gates shut up, they put every thing to fire and sword in the
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territory of that city. These ravages having given Ahmed-
qhan time to breathe, he came out and encamped at Hussein-
poor, a town at three cosses from Feroh-abad, and upon the
Ganga, where he entrenched himself, as in apost which had
such a river under its command. with the whole Rohillah country
beyond it, and put it in his power to receive victuals and every
kind of assistance from thence. The Marhattas meanwhile
finding Feroh-abad empty of military force, rushed into it, and
plundered it leisurely; and it was thus that Providence chas-
tised the Afghans in retaliation for the sack of llah-abad. The
plunder made in that rich mart is past all computation, and is
more than l dare say. But it may be easily conjectured from
this, that one single lump of precious stuffs was valued at sixteen
lacs of rupees. The Marhattas had hardly finished their work,
when the Vezir himself arrived with Radja S8r8dj-mull, the
Djatt, and surrounded Ahmed-qhan on all sides, the Ganga-side
excepted. A cannonade ensued, and an infinity of cannon-balls
and musket-bullets were exchanged between the two parties:
But as the intrenched Afghans received by boats every kind
of provision and assistance, the Vezir directed N8r-el-hassen-
qhan, the Belgramite, to assemble a number of boats, and to
throw a bridge over the Ganga, intending to send over a body
oivjtroops. This work of the bridge was opposed by Mahmood-
qhan, son to the Bangash, who was encamped on the other side
of the river. Nevertheless it was soon finished ; it was at
Rampoor, which is at twelve cosses from Cannodje ; and a
quantity of large cannon and a body of troops crossed over and
joined N8r-el-hassen-qhan. Mahmood-qhan, sensible of the con-
sequence of such a communication, made several efforts to ruin
the bridge, but to no purpose ; his own camp being so much
incommoded by continual showers of cannon-ball, that his post
was hardly tenable. Two days after the bridge had been finish-
ed, a large body of troops had come to the assistance of the
intrenched Afghans, under the command of Saad-ollah-qhan,
eldest son to the late Rohillah; and this happened at the very
time when the Vezir was sending some troops over the Ganga.
Ahmed-qhan’s courage and hopes having been greatly raised at
the sight of so powerful a succour, he quitted his entrenchment,
an untenable, and joined Saad-ollah-qhan, after which he gave
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battle to the Vezir; and a bloody one it proved to be. The
Marhattas attacked on one side, and on the other S8r8dj-mull,
with his Djatts, poured such an incessant fire on the enemy, as
drew smoke from their breasts. The Afghans unable to stand
so furious an attack, were thrown into disorder; and both
Ahmed-qhan and Saad-ollah-qhan, after losing vast numbers of
their men, turned about and quitted the field of battle, not
thinking themselves safe but at a distance; but it was not with-
out leaving ten or twelve thousand of their best men slain,
wounded, or prisoners. A vast booty of elephants, tents, horses,
cannon, and furniture fell into'the hands of the victors. The
Vezir pursuing with ardour, and the Afghans continuing their
flight, they both arrived at last at the foot of a chain of hills,
separated by a narrow valley from the mountains of Cama'i8, a
difficult country, covered with brushwood and brambles; where
the Afghans being hemmed in by their pursuers, necessarily
lost vast numbers of people from the badness of the water and
the inclemence of the air, but chiefly from the want of victuals
and the scarcity of every necessary for sustenance. Meanwhile
the enem_y overran the whole Rohillab country, and ruined it
for years to come. This battle cost i\iir-glib'l;t|n-ncbi, the
famous Belgramite Poet, his life, and he wt-nt to join the chorus-
es of the Angels in the boundless regions of eternity.

The rainy season being already set in, and tliu Marhattas
shewing a willingness to abirle that season in the Afghan
country, the Vezir, in reward fur the scrvi<'cs they had per-
formed, gave them the wholc country from Nevol and Djztlisscr
down to Feroh-abad and Cainnodjc. Such a donation finished
the Afghans. Finding that nothing less than their total ruin was
intended, they betook themselves tr. the humblest supplications;
and turning the Marhattas and some other Generals into media-
tors, they redeemed their lives from the Vczir’s resentment.
An accommodation took place, such as the Vezir was pleased to
dictate. The city of Feroh-abad, with its territory, a tract that
yielded a revenue of sixteen lacs a year, was left, out of com-
passion, to Ahmed-qhan and his family, as descendents of
Mahmed-qhan-Rohillah. Some other Districts which had been
held in sovereignty by Aaly-mahmed-Rohillah’s family, were like-
wise left them, but under the stipulated promise of a full rent ;
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and some others were confiscated. But the greatest part of
those countries was given up to the Marhattas. The Vezir after
this treaty, went to his Government of A8d, and continued
advancing as far as Banares, where he had much business to
transact; and there as Pertiput, the Zemindar of Partab-gur,
a Gentoo Prince of that neighbourhood, who had been in strict
connections with the Afghans, ventured to pay him his respects,
he was immediately put to death by Aaly-beg-qhan, the Vezir's
head Nissiqhchi, who had orders to cut ofi his head. It is now
time to return towards the interior parts of the Empire.
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Troubles in Adjmir—-Saadat-qhan, appointed to quell those
troubles, marches against the Radjpoots of that country, and is
worsted-—Saadat-qhan‘: troops perishing with thirst, a re gener-
ously relieved by the Radj/>oots—-Saadat-qhan returns to Court,
after so disgraceful a campaign, and is dismissed the service—-
Nasr-ed-diiwlah alias Nasr-djung, Viceroy of Decan, or/erawes
the Marhattas by the firmness of his administration--lie
marches against the French, at Poolchurry, and is slain by
a conspiracy——Is succeeded by his cousin, Hedai'et-muhi-eddz'n-
qhan--The French, who cut a great figure in the Decan, set
up Selabet-djung, and beat the 1llarhattas——-Ram-doss, Prime
Minister of Decan, murdered-Ahmed-shah, the Abdali-
monarch, marches into Hindostan for the fourth time--Jilin
munnoo alias Mua'1'n-el-rnulh, Viceroy of Punjab, betrayed
and defeated—ls well used by the victor—The Court eunuchs
submit to an humiliating treaty with the Abdalies--The Vezir,
incensed at so shameful a compromise, acts in defiance of his
master-—Ghazi-eddin-qhan, the Pretender to the Sovereignty of
Decan, dies suddenly—Ciz/il War in the middle of the Capital,
between the Emperor Ahmed-shah and his Veez'r—Mir-sheab-
eddin alias Urnad-el-mulh is entrusted with the business ofpush-
ing the war against the Vezir—-Old Delhi plundered by the
latter’: troops, who at last comes to a compromise with his master
—-Mir-sheabeddin upon ill terms with his nzaster-—He orders
the Monarch andhis mother to be confined, and afterwards to be
blinded—-The late Vezir Abool-mansoor-qhan dies-Character
and conductofhis son, Shud/ah-ed-db'wlah—-The bad administra-
tion ofthe Viceroy o/'Mooltan add numbers and unanimity to the
Sycs—Troubles in Mooltan and Punjab-The new Vezir Sheab-
eddin marches to recover Mooltan—Is insulted by his own troops,
so as hardly to escape with his life—-Surprises the Governess—-
Marries her daughter, and carries both the mother and
daughter to Delhi-—Strange predictions of his mother-in-law—
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The Abdali-hing, incensedat this insult, marches into Hindostan,
recovers Lahor, andplunder: Delhi——11orrid cruelties of the
Abdalies-—He returnsto his dominions—The French growpower-
ful in Decan—Nizam-aaly deposes his own brother, Selabut-
djung—Troubles in Decan-—Daring action of Nizam-aaly—
The Marhattas extort fortresses and territoriesfrom him--
Nizam-aaly, worsted in several engagements, ccdes to them a
large territory—The fortresses of Bidjapoor, Dowlet-abad,
and Assir, ceded to the Marhattas—An historical account of
them—-War between the English and French—-P6’lchurry tahen
by the latter—-—The Vezir Umad-el-mulh seizes on the Capital,
and on the Emperor’: person-—-Some account of Prince Aaly-
gohar, now reigning Emperor, under the title of Shah-aalem—
Itis heroical retreat through a whole army—Obl/ged to fly
from thepaternal house——-He is received everywhere with respect
--Umad-cl-mulh’s intrigues to embroil Shucfiah-ed-do'1z'lah and
the Rohillas, only serve to bring them to an understanding;
and they both join together and oppose the Magrhattas, who had
marched a mighty army to achieve the conquest of Hz'ndostan—
The Vezir murders both his uncle and the Emperor-Troubles
in Mooltan and Punjab, which enable the Marhattas tb extend
their conquests as far as Lahor—-They bring the ferocious
Abilalies with their victorious Ifing upon their backs-The
Marhattaffight, and are slaughtered everywhere—-Battle of
Badeli, where they lose seventy thousand men---Another bloody
action, in which the Marhattas are destroyed—Shudjah-ed-
diiwlah waits on the Abdali-monarch-—flis bold answer to that
'-Prince—-The Marhattas, little dismayed, send another mighty
army into h'indostan, commanded by one of their Imperial
Pri_nces—-They tahe Delhi—/lppoint a pageant of an Emperor
-—Propose an accommodation—-A re rejected by Shudjah-ed-
dbwlah, in an answerfull of reproaches——-Bloody actions between
the Marhattas and Abdalies-7he former blochaded in their
campo,cme to at Pitchedbattle at Panipoot, where they lose eighty
thousand men——The Abdali-monarch returns to hisfown domin-
ions-—Singular appearance of a slain young man—Shudjah-
ed-diwlah appointed Vezir to Aali-gohar, now Shah-aalem—
Orzgin of the broils that gave rise to a war between the
Marhattas and the English--1Vi.|am-aaly avails himself qf
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them to oeat the Marhattas into a very advantageous treaty-
Di.rsens:'on: and several engagement: between Maddo-rdo, the
Marhatta-ruler, and his uncle, Ragonat-rdo--The latter attempts
to take Aoreng-abad, and is vigorously re_oul.red—N:'sam-aaly
gives a finishing blow to the Marhatta power-S8r8d]'-mull, the
Prime Djaat, takes pos.re.m'on ofArbor-abad-agra, will: its castle
and Royal furniture.

WE have said that the Government of Adjmir had been
conferred on the Vezir, as well as that of Acbar-abad, that
Minister having expressed a predilection for that of Ilah-abad,
which bordered on his hereditary Government of A8d. The
Viceroyalties of Acbar-abad and Adjmir were bestowed on
Saadat-qhan. It was in the year 1161, answering to the first of
Ahmed-shah’s reign. This change occasioned some strange
events. Radja Baht-sing-Rhator, a Prince who to much merit
and great military character, joined so much learning, that he
had no equal amongst the Radjpoot Princes, availed himself
of that change, to revive his claim upon the Dj8déyp8r and other
territories, that constituted a principality which had been‘ in
his family from ancient times, and which was now withheld by
Radja Ram-sing, son to Abi-sing, his nephew. With this view
he came to Court, complained to the Emperor, and insinuated
himself so well in Saadat-qhan’s mind, as to render him desirous
of going into his Government of Adjmir, where the Gentoo
Prince offered an accession of revenue, on condition of his being
righted. At the same time he set out for Nagor, the capital of
his hereditary dominions, and was followed a few days after,
by Saadat-qhan himself, who reckoned on his assistance, and
brought with him about fifteen thousand horse, commanded by
men of great characters ; such as Aaly-rustem-qhan, nephew to
Mir-mushreff; Hekim-qhanycalled the Qhobushki ; Fateh-aaly-
qhan alias the Governor of Kevol, who received subsequently
the surname ofiSabut-djung ; Mahmed-shudjah-qhan, and Seyd-
abdol-aaly-qhan. This last was my uncle, who having been, as
we have said in the First Volume, banished from the dominions
of Bengal, had come to the capital, where Saadat-qhan had
desired him to be his friend, and to accept the command of a
body of four hundred horse; for he had brought with him his
own horses, elephants, and equipage. Sadat-qhan had with
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him also, Mir-aaly-asghar-C8bra, of whom we have spoken much
in Aaly-verdy-qhan’s history; lastly, Mubariz-qhan, with a
number of other persons of distinction. He passed the mourn-
ing days of the month of Moharrem at Pat8dy, and on the
beginning of the year I163, he arrived at a place called Nim-
rani, in the Djatt conntry, where Radja S8r8dj-mull had raised
a small mud fort, in which he kept a certain number of men.
Some of Saadat-qhan’s people having picked up a quarrel with
those of the fort, drove them away; and it was upon such a
mighty success that the new Viceroy ordered his music to play
in token of victory; after which getting into his tent, he resolved
tohalt there. In the morning, as every one expected that he
would pursue his intended journey to Narnoul, in Adjmir, where
he had ordered his equipage to proceed, the thoughtless
Viceroy, who carried a head without brains, countermanded it
at once, and abandoning the original scheme upon Adjmir, he
turned his views wholly upon settling the Government of Acbar-
abad, and quarrelling with S8r8dj-mull the Djatt; nor would
he hear of anything else. Aaly-R8stem-qhan, who had two
thousand horse of his own, together with Fateh-aaly-qhan, who
had seven hundred, were at the head of his vanguard, and had
already proceeded on their march, when they were counter-
manded, and sent for to a Council of War; to which were like-
wise summoned Hekim-qhan, who commanded the right wing,
at the head of two thousand horse; and Mubariz-qhan, who
with an equal number, commanded at the left; and also Séyd-
abdol-aaly-qhan, and Mir-aaly-Asghar-C8bra, now styled Mum-
taz-djung. All these, surprised at this sudden change, were
unanimous in their opinions. " They represented that to pick
“ up a quarrel with the Djatt was improper; but that it would
“ be very proper to go on with the original project of taking,
“first of all, possession of Adjmir, where Abi-sing had offered
“ his assistance and an addition of revenue, and where he was
“ already arrived, to make his preparatives. That by pursuing
"that scheme, they would put to a trial the quality of their
“ troops, and would also infuse confidence in them, by such a
“ successful expedition. That this project being once accomplish-
“ed, it would be then time"to think of bringing to order the
1‘ eountryoi _Acbar-abad; and likewise, that heretoo Baht-siugfs
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“ assistance and advice would prove useful; after which it
“would become an easy matter to bring S8r8dj-mull himself
“ to order." This advice was good, but the ignorant Governor
was inflexible, and he immediately sent dromedaries to bring
bacl: his baggage, a. counter-order which those ofiicers were
obliged to comply with, and also to forward to others; but it
was noon-day before they would come back. The army was
ordered to proceed to Soba-chund's Caravanserah, where the
Viceroy passed the night. The next morning, he commanded
the men of his cquipagc to set out with Fateh-aaly-qhan and
his corps, and to make a grand forage. The Djatts informed
of this, presented themselves in force, and the Radja. himself
followed with so much expedition that both armies were in sight
at noon. By this time Fateh-aaly-qhan had sent \vord that
both forage and grain had been laden in quantities, and were
ready; but that bodies of Djatts were making their appearance,
and rendering the march of the convoy impracticable, unless
some other Commanders were sent to his assistance. R8stcm-
aaly-qhan was immediately ordered on that service with his
corps. But before he could arrive, the greatest part of the day
was alrgady spent; so that Hckim-qhan-qhoshbuki, who had
been all this while desirous of a quarrel with the Djatts, thinking
his honour concerned in this delay, followed him immediately,
withoutbeing ordered. He had with him as many of his cavalry
as were at hand, about seven hundred in all; but by this time
there remained no more than two hours of day-light. Hekim-
qhan seeing this, sent word to Aaly~r8stem-qhan, that night was
coming, and that it would be better to return. The latter
answered that Fatch-aaly-qhan was more advanced than him,
and that if he could prevail upon him to come back, himself
(Aaly-r8stem-qhan) would follow. After having said so much,
he galloped up to him, and both joining together went to Fateh-
aaly-qhan, to whom they proposed a retreat. The other, becom-
ing prouder by the invitation, answered that they might retreat
first, and that he would follow. They represented ; they entrcated;
it did not avail. The two Commanders, seeing his obstinacy,
resolved to stay likewise, although the sun was setting, and
they sent word to the Viceroy, that the Djatt army was in sight,
and so near, as to render a retreat dangerous by night ; but that
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they proposed to pass it upon the spot, in expectation that he,
their General, would march immediately with the army to their
relief. Instead of that, the obstinate, ignorant Saadat-qhan sent
them word to retreat and come back. They obeyed. It soon
became dark ; and those men that had been exposed to the
heat of the whole day, without either victuals or drink, were
hastening to their camp, whilst those that were raw troops and
had not yet seen any firing, were endeavouring to distance the
others. The cannon, moreover, was ordered to march in front,
lest it should be set upon in the dark, and fall into the hands
of the enemies. The Djatts observing the confusion in which
they marched, followed them, and coming close in small distinct
bodies, they commenced an incessant fire upon them, without
quitting their horses. On this Aaly-rpostem-qhan’s elephant
growing unruly, Hekim-qhan approached him, and after many
efforts and repeated attempts, he at last found means to draw
him upon his own elephant. He was hardly seated, and the
elephant was rising, when Hekim-qhan received a musket-ball
in the throat, and fell dead instantly. Another bullet wounded
Aaly-roostem-qhan. The flight now became general. Numbers
were slain, and numbers being wounded; the survivors reach-
ed Saadat-qhan’s camp, which they filled with confusion and
fear. The General himself became fearful, and was confounded.
‘And now the advanced troops of the enemy appeared in
sight, And setting up a war-cry, they struck up such a panic
in Saadat-qhan’s breast, that he wanted to get away, and to
make his escape, had not Mir-aaly-asgar-c8bra and his other
Commanders stopped him with threats, and obliged him to stay
by main force, keeping so careful an eye upon him, that he
could not move. Luckily that the Diatt Prince, having risen
only in his own defence, did not choose to abide the consequence
of seizing or killing a Lord of Lords, and that he contented
himself whith besieging the camp for two or three days together;
at the end of which he sent proposals by the canal of Fateh-aaly-
qhan, an oflicer with whom he was acquainted. These having
been accepted with a great deal ot joy, S8r,8d.j'-mull sent his own
son, Radja Djevaher-mull, who paid a respe ctftil visit to Saadat-
qhan, and concluded an agreement on several conditions, two
of which were, that the dependants of the Lord of Lords should
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not cut any Pipol-tree(2a4), nor offer any insult or injury to the
temples of the country, or to any object of their worship and
veneration. These and some other conditions being agreed to,
Saadat-qhan signed the ignominious treaty. Radja S8r8dj-mull
added, that should the Viceroy promise upon oath not to advance
farther than Narnoul, he would himself follow the army and be
assisting in that expedition, with his person and advice ; in
which case, he would undertake to bring the Radjpoots of those
parts to an accommodation, by which they would oblige them-
selves to the payment of fifteen lacs, which he would take upon
himself.

It was after sucha ridiculous campaign, and such an infamous
accommodation, that Saadat-qhan quitted the Djatt country to
resume his expedition towards Narnoul. He was all the while
accompanied by the Radja at the head of his Djatts, who always
encamped at two or threecosses distance, in such a manner
that messages and agents were continually exchanging on both
sides; and in this manner they arrived in the neighbourhood
of Narnoul, where Baht-sing came to pay his respects to the
Viceroy. On hearing of the shameful treaty, lately concluded
with the Djatts, he expressed his surprise and detestation, and
proposed to him to recover his honour by marching against the
Radjp8ts of Adjmir, that is, by supporting bis own projects.
This advice having been approved by Saadat-qhan, it gave
ofience to the Djatt-Prince, who saw how matters went, and took
his leave and returned to his own country, leaving Saadat-qhan
at liberty to pursue his expedition. That Viceroy being now
arrived near Adjmir, marched on rapidly for twenty cosses, and by
Baht-singds advice he took. possession of the Gocul-gaut, a difiicult
passage, which is near the city of Adjmir. But Rad]a Ram-sing
was soon on the other side of the pass. This Prince, better
known under the name of Docul-sing, had with him the Radja

K (324) The Plpol-tree, .'is, well as the Berr, or Burr, the: Banlan tree, an
ark-object of veneratlon, and the,Da-in trrnuinius of lndia. Both trees nerve for in

In‘ boundaries ; both are milky, stem and leaves ; both drop from their branches
tendrlla that reach the ground, and become so many new trees supporting the widely
extended branches of their parent stock 3 and both in the original stem look rather

al le tree Bothlike a group of trees soldered together, than like one trunk of a ng .
produce a rod fruit exactly like a small European-fig, but nearly lnslpld, and which
serves only to fatten green Pigeons. Parrots, and Monkeys.
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Assiri-sing, son to Radja Dehiradj-djehi-sing-sevai, and both
were atlthe head of an army which could not be less than thirty
thousand horse, with a numerous artillery, and every necessary
requisite for war. S-0 great a superiority did not damp Saadat-
qhan’s eagerness. This Viceroy, after spending some days at
Adjmir in expectation of beingjoined by Radja Baht-sing, made
haste to come out. The first day's march was to Boorigur; the
second to the little mud-fort of Shir-sing ; the third to Mirta, and
the fourth to a place called Pi-bar, in which last march the two
armies had a sight of each other. They had set out on both sides
with intention to fight, and Baht-sing had informed Saadat-qhan,
that it was not proper to part with him or to march on as he did,
as the enemy had planted all his cannon on that side. Saa.dat-
qhan, who had never in his whole life listened to any sober
advice, was so senseless as to observe, " That men did not tum‘
"about afler having once marched in another direction,” and
he went on as he had commenced. Baht-sing, seeing his ob-
stinacy, left him, and marched on, but slanting from the front,
where he knew so much cannon to have been planted. The
Radjpoots, who had passed the night close to their cannon, see-
ing Saadat-qhan’s troops advance so inconsiderately, liept them-
selves quiet and in silence, .until the enemy had come within
reach; when they let fly such a shower of cannon and musket-
balls, as did a great deal of execution in the enemy's ranks,
where vast numbers were slain. This discharge was but faintly
returned by Saadat-qhan’s people, who were already in confusion.
It was already noon-day; the sun shone with intolerablelardour,
and the cannon and muskets became so hot that there was no
handling any of them. A cessation of arms, as if by common
consent, took place.—Saadat-qhan’s men, pressed by thirst, in
a country where water is scarce, dispersed everywhere, and
numbers approached inadvertently close to the Radjp8ts in search
of that refreshment. The Radjp8ts perceiving their distress, by
the parchedness of their faces, and the lolling of their tongues, had
the generosity to send people to shew them some springs hidden
in the sand ; and these men, after having refreshed plentifully,
both man and horse, would‘ carry them back to the spot where
they had taken them up, and would dismiss them with these
words: Began, and awnmt I Formm we an rnnsiu again.
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The sudden cessation on both sides, and the assistance given so
timely by the Radjpoots, hath something odd and incredible in
it, but they are, however, completely well attested. I put the
question to several oflicers and others that had been relieved in
that manner, and amongst others, to Séyd Ismail-aaly-qhan, son
to my uncle, Abd8l-aaly-qhan; and he, as well as the others,
always answered in the affirmative. Nor is it but upon such a
strong testimony, that I have thought this particular worthy of a
place in this history. This behaviour of the Radjpoots does them
a deal of honour; but such a generosity is in their character.
May God Almighty please to infuse such benevolent inclinations
in the hearts of all the nations of the World I For He is the
source of all power and all mercifulness.

This spot is not far from the mountains of Dj8déyp8r, not
above twenty or thirty cosses distance, or at most three days’
journey. Saadat-qhan, desirous to get out of such a critical spot,
and unable, moreover, to go on with the expenses of an ex-
pedition that produced no resource, at a time too when the rainy
season was at hand, resolved to make an accommodation, and
to return to Adjmir, and so on to the Capital. In vain did
Baht-‘sing represent, “ That this expedition was more important
“than anything to be compassed in the Capital. That the
“ Princ‘es of that country, being the noblest of all the Radjp8ts,
“ and such as were acknowledged for having reigned in time of
"yore all over Hindostan, the bringing them under subjection
“ would not only greatly redound to his honour, and engage the
“other Zemindars to submit of their own accord, but would in
“time produce such fruits as would surpass his utmost expect-
“ations. In vain did he add, that so soon as the country of
“ Adjmir should be subdued, his character, enhanced in the eyes
“of men by such ;an expedition, would be greatly conducive
" in bringing to terms the Djatt S8r8dj-mull, and in reduc-
“ing to controul the country about Acbar-abad." All those
reasons produced no change in his mind. And this is the more
-unaccountable, as Baht-sing had during this whole expedition
proved of great service, notwithstanding the junction efiected
between the Marhattas, commanded by Malhar'_s son, and the
enemy; for he had all along supplied the armywith necessaries,
and had exhibited much wisdom and a variety of talents, in



312 "run si-:'1a
occasionally extricating it from its difliculties. Finding that
Saadat-qhan was bent on an accommodation, he kept_ himself
at home, without interfering any more. The Marhatta General
likewise took his leave of Ram-sing, and of Assir-sing’s son, and
went home. Saadat-qhan having by treaty received three lacs
of rupees, suffered the rest to be put off in a variety of instal-
ments, consisting of money and effects, which were to be paid
so much at such a place, and so much at another. After this
treaty, he quitted Peipar, and arrived at Adjmir, at which place
my uncle, Séyd Abdool-aaly-qhan, being sensible of Saadat-qhan’s
levity and want of understanding, resigned his service, and took
his leave. But as he had run himself in debt in a service, which
yielded nothing that year but a prospect of preferment, he was
obliged to sell his elephants, and some of his furniture, in order
to pay his troops and his creditors ; after which he returned
immediately to Shah-djehan-abad, where hearing that the Vezir
was gone on an expedition against the Afghans, he only tarried
three days in that Capital, and marched out to join him; and he
was already advanced to Kevol, when he met some of the run-
aways of the Vezir's army. The Vezir himself arrived the next
day. Abdool-aaly-“qhan having found here an opportunity of
paying that Minister his re-spects, returned with his retinue to
the Capital; where on being asked his advice a few days after,
hie‘ proposed taking into his service Radja Baht-sing, as well as
the tWOMafh3Ct8 Generals.

As to Saadat-qhan, after spending one year and some months
in that fruitless expedition, he arrived at the Capital in the
beginning of the year r I64; and as he had lost his character in
that expedition, where he had carried little money and numerous
troops, he was, on his return, perpetually reproached and in-
sulted by those people, who insisted upon being paid theirarrears.
Becoming contemptible by so many repeated assaults and in-
sults, he had the folly to expect a supply of money from the
Emperor; and as he was not heard, he had the imprudence to
mention the Emperor's name, as well as that“ of Djavid-qhan,
his favourite, in terms of disrespect; making little secret of
his sentiments when at home, that they becaihe the constant
topic of his conversation. Not satisfied even with that, he in a
fit of passion, resolved to go to Court and to get himselfrighted,
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happen what it would. He mounted his horse, and taking his
spear in his hand, he got within the Palace, and attempted to
go as far as the Emperor, to whom he intended to represent his
grievances in an angry tone of voice. Djavid-qhan, the Super-
intendent of the Hall of Audience, seeing in what plight he was,
requested him not to appear in the Emperor's presence. The
other finding himself obstructed, vented his resentment both
against His Majesty and the eunuch, in such terms as came
uppermost, and after that, he returned home ; but he was hardly
landed, when a body of soldiers came to confiscate his property.
And thus from the summit of honour and afliucnce, he fell in a
little time into the greatest contempt and distress. His title of
“ Lord of Lords” was bestowed on Ghazi-eddin-qhan, eldest son
to the late Nizam-el-mulk, who received the Qhylaat of it the
next day; and Saadat-qhan, deprived of everything, went to
live in obscurity and oblivion. it is time for us now to resume
the narrative about the affairs of Decan.

Nassyr-djung-nasr-ed-diiwlah, second son and successor of
Nizam-el-mulk, was a young man of talents, of much natural
genius, and much bravery.’ To his capacity for government, he
joined a cultivated understanding, being fond of poetry, and
often composing himself; and although raised so young to the
pinnacle of power, he early exhibited a number of good qualities.
I-ie even commanded as his father's Deputy, when the latter
died of alooseness. As soon as he had assumed the admini-
stration in his own name, he marched against the Marhattas. and
beat them so often, that he taught them to fear his person and
to respect his dominions,_as we shall soon explain in the follow-
ing sheets. The dread of "his power and his valour had so far
taken possession of their hearts, that they did not dare to move
out of their own country, during his lifetime; nor have we any
instance of their having been kept in awe by any one so much
as by him. Having been commanded to the presence by the
Emperor Ahmed-shah,‘in the year 116:, he had advanced as far
as the Nerbedda at the head of a numerous cavalry, when a
counter-order came, with which he complied the more willingly,
as his cousin, Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan, was pretending to inde-
pendence. He therefore turned about, and marched against him
with seventy thousand gm horse, and one lac of infantry.
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Muhi-eddin-qhan, surnamed Muzafer-djung, orthe “Victorious

‘ ‘in War," descended from Saad-ollah-qhan, Vezir to Shah;djehan,
and was son of a daughter of Nizam-el-mulk, in whose lifetime
he had enjoyed the Viccroyalty of Bidjapoor for several years
together. But as soon as his uncle was dead, and he heard that
his successor, Nasr-djung, had advanced as far as the Nerbedda
with the flqwer of his troops, he availed himself of the opportunity
to assume independence. With this view, he attached to him-
self Hussein-dost-qhan alias Chenda-sahab, a man of importer
ance in the Carnatic, whose family cut a principal figure in the
city of Arcat, and the latter exhorted him to render himselfi
master of that province. This country was these many years-
governed by Anver-eddin-qhan, surnamed Shahamet-djung, or»
the “ Valiant in War," a native of Gopam!l8, who had been ap-
pointed to the oflice of Nazem, or Military Governor, by Nizam-
el-mulk himself. Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan having assembled s
mighty army from the French of P8lcherry(225), with whom
Chenda-sahab had made a treaty. attacked Anver-eddin-qhan,
and after a battle in which this Governor exerted himself like a
brave man, defeated him intirely. It was on the sixteenth of
Shaaban in the year I I62. Nasyr-djung, who was then at KBreng-
_abad, hearing of this event, resolved to chastise his cousin, and
although that Capital is at no less than five hundred measured
cosse§'(2a6) from the sea-coast, on which is seated the town of
P8lcherry, he hastened thither on the wings of expedition and
resentment; and so early as the sixth of the second Rebi, in the
year 1 :63, he engaged l-ledai'et~muhi-eddin-qhan, and totally
defeated him. The victory was at first disputed, but the zephyr
of Divine assistance was at last pleased to blow upon Nassyr.
djung’s drooping standards. I-ledalet-muhi-eddin-qhan was
taken prisoner, and the victorious Prince, finding that the rainy
season was at hand, took up his winter-quarters at Arcat. He
had in his army a body of Afghans settled in the Carnatic, and
commanded by Himmet-qhan, and some other oflicers of that

(aa5) This mighty army from P8lcherry consisted inseven hundred French,
aadabout two thousand Sepahis, which, compared to the English Sepslais of these
days, both ln stature, arms, and discipline, were but s rabble. There seems to be
some words wanting In the test; for the revolted had s numerous army of their
own, besides their French. V

(ssfi) Amllsrsdeessslsmosethaatwolligliah miles.
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nation. Those ungrateful wretches, forgetful of the favours
conferred upon them by both the father and son, and unmindful
of the gratitude and attachment they owed him in return, con-
ceived the design of stripping their Lord both of his treasures
and dominions ; and joining with the Prince's prisoner, and the
French of P8lcherry, they, on the seventeenth of Moharrem,
according to Astronomical computation, and the sixteenth, ac-
cording to the vulgar one, fell on that Prince's quarters at
midnight, and filled them with confusion and disorder. Himmet-
qhan, who had always professed himself his zealous servant,
having advanced to him with a musket in his hand, fired at his
breast, and laying him at his feet, he sent that mighty Prince
to the Regions of Nothingness. It was in the year n64 of the
Hedjrah. After this, the camp was nothing but a scene of con-
fusion and dismay and mistrust; but some of those personally
attached to that unfortunate Prince, took up his body, and
carried it to Aoreng-abad, where they buried it in the Garden of
Saint Burhan-eddin, the Arabian, close to the tomb of his father,
Nizam-el-mulk. The Poet Mir-ghoolam-aaly. the Belgramite,
who had lived upon terms of friendship and intimacy with him,
and had enjoyed great offices in his Court, had drawn his chrono-
gram in these verses :

" The illustrious Navvab, that great lover of justice, is gone.
" The sword of destiny did not give him time to display his great talents-—he
" went sway so soon;
" He was martyred the seventeenth of Moharrem,
“And the atflicted Poet has discovered his chronogi-am in these words :—-
“ The sun is gone, raise your lamentations and weep(227) I "
The Hand that wrote the events of Nassyr-djung’s life in

Heaven, having so suddenly closed its book, Heda'iet-muhi-eddin-
qhan, from being kept a close prisoner, assumed the ensigns of
Royalty, and displayed the standard of command and dominion.
Taking with him a body of French, and the ungrateful Afghans,
he set out from P8lcherry for Haider-abad. But the Supreme
Avenger had already .sown the seeds of retribution for the
murder of Nassyr-djung, and they had taken so deep a root,
that both the new Prince and the Afghans harboured already

(331) This is an allusion to the custom of India, where lamentations always
eels at sumset, tobegisagsin at day-break.
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the utmost distrust and resentment(z28) against each "other.
The former had even taken measures with the French for destroy-
ing the Afghans, and especially Himmet-qhan, the Carnatican ;
so that on the seventeenth of the first Rebi, exactly two months
after Nassyr-djung’s murder, at a time when the army was en-
camped at Lacra-pilly, and seemed to have hidden the whole
earth under the immense extent of its tents, the new Prince
suddenly mounted his elephant with an intention to attack the
Afghans, and to make an end of them. Himmet-qhan, who was
upon his guard, advanced to meet him at the head of a numer-
ous body of his own countrymen, and it happened that, by a
particular disposition of a watchful Providence which sought to
avenge Nassyr-djung’s murder, both the perpetrators, that is,
I-Iimmet-qhan and Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan, were slain in the
engagement. Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan is the first in India who
sought assistance from Nazareans(z29), and who by introducing
those strangers into his dominions ruined his own family. There
was then in the army a certain Ramdass, a black Brahman of
Sicacol, who had enjoyed a small pay in some of Nassyr-
djung’s offices, and this man, who had the merit of_having
successfully intrigued with the French, and procured the death
of Nassyr-djung, had been taken into favour by the new Prince,
and made a Prime Minister, and honoured with the surname of
Radja Ragonat-dass. This man came now to cut an important
figure. As to Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan, he was fond of study
and knowledge, and was versed in books ; but he made a parade
of his learning, and his friends have praised him too much.
During that two days’ reign of his, Baladji-rao, the Marhatta,
had marched from Poona to Aoreng-abad with a numerous army,
which Shah-nevaz-qhan, the Governor of that country, found
means to send back by a present of fifteen lacs of rupees. -

(:38) Part of that resentment was on account of their having plundered the
Treasury so efieetually, that there remained nothing for the payment of the troops.
Insornneh that the Prime Minister, Rarndass, to conceal that penury, Blledthq
ehdts with bags of copper money. '

(sag) Christiana: this is their name all over the Bast; nor had they any
other for a century and-o-half, although some Antioehians to distinguish them-
selves from the Hellenlst jews, assumed the name of chri¢n,s.,;.1 Bug this mm]
was taken up only by those that spoke Greek. Those that spokeSyriac and Hebrew,
or Arabic, continued to eall themselvesmiiaaareans; nor they in Arabia, six
hundred years after, any other name, nor have they any other to this day.
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Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan having lost his life in expiation
of Nassyr-djung’s murder, and I-Iimmet-qhan with his Afghans,
those sworn enemies of Nizam-el-mulk’s offspring, having been
sent to roam in the desert of Nothingness, Ramdass, who had
Nsumed the oflice of Deputy-General, and had the French in his
party, raised to the throne Séyd Mahmed-qhan, surnamed Selabet.
djung, or the " Steadfast in Battles," third son of Nizam-el-
mulk. lThe new Prince immediately, on his accession, attached to
his service both Ramdass and the French, with whom he march-
ed to Aoreng-abad, where he passed the rainy season ; and on
the return of the fair weather, he marched out with an intention
to chastise Baladji-rio for his late invasion. With that view he
assembled his troops at Ahmed-nagor, from whence he continued
his route directly to Poona. Baladji-rao, without suffering him
to come so far, met him half-way with an army of fifty thousand
horse, but was defeated; at which time the French with their
quick musketry and their expeditious artillery drew smoke from
the Marhatta breasts. Selabet-djung, after that victory, ruined
and devastated the whole country as far as Poona, where a greater
engagement took place on the beginning of the year 1765. it
was in.Moharrem, in which whole month the moon had remain-
ed. eclipsed ; and the Marhattas, together with their General,
haying been endlessly busy in performing the religious duties
enioined on such a particular phenomenon, they were set upon
in the night with so much success, that they lost a vast number
of men, which the French consumed in shoals at the ~ fire-altars
of their artillery. Baladji-rao, who was actually busy at his
devotions, and naked, had hardly time to throw himself upon
an unsaddled mare, on which he saved his life, by flying with all
his might. The implements of his worship(23o), which were all
of gold, fell in the hands of both the Mussulmen and the Nazar-
eans. But notwithstanding this mighty victory, such was the
spirit of division that had seized Nizam-el-mulk’s family and
army, that the victorious Selabet-djung, so far from reaping
any fruit from this victory, was himself in imminent danger, and
on the point of succumbing.

(ego) A msn who has seen in Europe s Cabinet of Roman Antiquities, is very
much surprised when he behold: the like psteres like cymbals, libstion-vessels, Ire-
plsces, and bells, used by the Gentoos in their devotions in indis, kc.
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As the army, on its return, was marching over the plain of
Paleki, on the tenth of the first Djamady of the year n65, the
Prime Minister Ramdass was set upon by some troops, and
killed outright(23r)§ Selabet-djung continued his journey to
I-iaider-abad, from whence he sent for Shah-nevaz-qhan whom he
invested with the office of Prime Minister, and of his Lieutenant-
General. The new Minister was going to apply to the duties of
that important station, when sudden intelligence came that the
Prince of Princes, Ghazi-eddin-qhan, having obtained the investi-
ture of all the" Soobahdaries of Decan, was coming at the head
of a mighty army. On this intelligence, Shah-nevaz-qhan left-a
Deputy to execute his oflice, and departed for Kermla, the re-
sidence of Djanodji-salhar, a Marhatta Prince of the Barar. The
intention of this sudden voyage was to engage that Prince, and
likewise Baladji-rao, who had been in connection with the Minister
so early as the times of Nizam-el-mulk, to mediate an accommo-
dation between Selabet-djung and his competitor, who had
amongst his troops a large body of Marhatta Cavalry command-
ed by Holkar-malhar. On Shah-nevaz-qhan’s departure from
Haider-abad, Semsam-ed-ddwlah was invested with the govern-
ment of that Capital ; but Ghazi-eddin-qhan(z3a) suddenly
dying at Aoreng-abad, Holkar-malhar, who had got from him the
gift of the whole country of Qhandess, Sunk"-mer, and Djalima,
obtained from Selabet-djung a confirmation of the grant, and
provedthe only man that had benefited by those mighty troubles.
Aftertliis, Shah-nevaz-qhan quitted Kermla, and joined his master
who had advanced near Aoreng-abad to fight his brother and
rival. There he re-assumed his office of Lieutenant-General, sent
back Semsam-ed-dowlah to Haider-abad, and as the rainy season
was approaching, both the'Prince and the Minister took up their
winter-quarters in that city.

(231) He was killed by an Afghan Officer, who had asked his lrrearsln a
haughty toneof voice, and on whose face he madeas if he spit. The other complain-
ed to his countrymen, and the neat day they broke upon the Minister in hispaleky,
where they hacked him to pieces for his having attempted, (being a Gentoo) to spit
In the face of a Mussulman. "7

(232) He was an old impotent man, and his youthful brother, Selabet-djung,
Intrigued so much with his elder brother's ladies, that they poisoned him, and
brought him to a sudden death.
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it was in this year 1 :64, that Radja Assiri-sing, son to Radja

Adjet-sing-sevai, departed this life, and a report spread that he
had been poisoned. The Rana of Oodeipur died at the same
time. It is also in this same year that Nassyr-djung, having
been attacked by the French in the night, was in the confusion
murdered by his ungrateful Afghan soldiers; and this intelli-
gence reaching the Court at the end of the year, his elder brother,
Ghazi-eddin-qhan, took mourning for him, and being sent for to
Court, was complimented with a Qhylaat to that effect. As he
was extremely displeased with the Court, he resolved to assume
the Government of the whole Decan, and to make his residence
there ; but the Ministers insisted upon a present. This affair took
up some days, when it was accomplished at last; and the Qhylaat
of that mighty Viceroyalty having been bestowed upon him, he
departed to take possession, as we have already said.

After having given in this manner some account of the
troubles in Decan, let us cast our eyes on those that arose on the
affairs of Hindostan. In the year 1 165 Ahmed-shah, the Abdaly,
came into that country for the fourth time, and marched towards
Lahor. But the Viceroy Mir-mann8, alias Mufiien-el-mulk, being
inforiried of his coming, was beforehand with him, and not only
resisted his attacks for four months together, but several times
came out and drove him to a distance ; insomuch that the Abdaly
Prince became sensible that there was no going farther. But
jealousy and inner divisions, that bane of all Hindostani affairs,
defeated so much resolution and so much good conduct. Adina-
beg-qhan, by his eternal treacheries, ruined this brave nobleman
also; and Radja - C8ramul, his Divan, a man really attached to
his master, having been slain, all went to wreck after his death,
and Mir-mann8, was overcome, as we are going to explain. The
repeated engagements between the two parties had already lasted
four months, when Adina-beg-qhan, who intended treason under
the mask of friendship, persuaded the Viceroy that it was now
time to quit his intrenchment, and to advance in the plain.
C8ramul opposed this advice, and was of opinion that they ought
to remain as they were three or four days more, after which the
A_bdali wanting provisions, and already tired of so bloody and
so fruitless an expedition, would retire of his own accord. This
was the wisest step ; but the Viceroy, prompted by his own ardour



Mir-msnn8
betrayed and
defeated.

is well used
by the victors.

3=e rm: si-in;
and courage, listened to the importunities of Adina-beg-qhan,
and coming out of his post he advanced towards the Abdali
camp, and in his way stopped at some lofty ground covered with
brick-kilns, where he had planted his cannon. But this cannon
after one discharge was found to want ammunition, whilst a large
number of camels, each loaded with a couple of Zemberecks or
Swivels, of one pound-ball, came from the Abdali's side, and by
Adina-beg-qhan’s advice, opened upon the l-lindostanies ; the
Abdalies at the same time made an attack upon the camp. in
this emergency Adina-beg-qhan proposed to call Radja C8ramul
with a body of troops from the intrenchment. The latter sent for
answer that yesterday he had opposed the Viceroy’s going out,
and now he was afraid that should he move from his post, the
soldiers, on seeing the back of his elephant, would think ita
flight, and would possibly follow; an error which would be
enough to bring on a defeat. As the Viceroy found himself
pressed, repeated orders were sent to C8ramul to come. C8ra-
mul surprised and afiiicted at the preciseness of the order,
assembled his Commanders, and having recommended to them
firmness and resolution, he mounted his elephant, and went to-
wards his master. He had hardly advanced one cosse from
camp, when he perceived that those very Commanders, whom he
had'r_just been haranguing, were in motion for a flight, with all
their troops in the greatest disorder. Straight he returned back,
and putting himself at the head of a few troops that made a
stand, he repulsed the Abdalies; and he was following them -out
of the intrenchment, when he was struck by a musket-ball that
obliged him to surrender his soul to his Maker. This man was
his master's universal agent, and the very soul of the army.
On seeing him fall, soldiers and oiiicers took to flight; and the
Viceroy having returned to the city, sent the Mufti Abdollah to
make an accommodation, in which it was agreed that Mir-mann8
should wait on Ahmed-shah-abdali. This being agreed to, the
latter sent Djehan-qhan, an officer of distinction, to bring him to
his camp, which commission this oiiicer executed with the utmost
deference and respect. The Shah received the Viceroy with the
utmost kindness, made use of mild expressions to console him,
and having appointed him his Deputy and Lieutenant both in
Labor and M8l_tan, he returned towards Cab8l and Candsbar,
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two places that had become the Capitals of his dominions, and
the places of his residence. From that day those two rich prov-
inces of Pendjab(233) and M8ltan were severed from the Empire
of Hindostan, and added to the new monarchy of the Abdalies.

Whilst the Abdaly King was stopped short by Mir-mann8,
he sent an Ambassador to the Court of Delhi. It was Calender-
qhan. This step having made impression on the Court of Delhi,
which became apprehensive that the Abdalies would soon come
upon the Capital, the Ministers wrote repeatedly to Ab8l-mans8r-
qhan, the Vezir, to take the Marhatta Malhar with him, and to
return to "Court with the utmost expedition. The Vezir having
sent for Malhar, engaged him, under promise of a mighty sum, to
make the campaign with him ; and he returned with his army,
and with that General to the Capital. But meanwhile Djavid-
qhan, the eunuch, who now acted as Prime Minister, finding him-
self supported by a party of treacherous Grandees, all jealous of
the fresh accession of glory which the Vezir might gain a second
time, made haste to clap up a peace with Calender-qhan ; and
having granted him all his demands, as well as the cession of
Pendj_al_J and M8ltan, he quickly dismissed him from the Capital.
The Vezir being arrived after this treaty, was shocked at so
shameful a compromise, and at so much precipitation. ln his
resentment and indignation, he refused to come into the city,
and encamped on the other side of the Djumna. He afterwards
sent word to the Ministers, that it was at their requests that he
had brought the Marhatta Malhar with his whole cavalry, under
promise of a mighty sum of money; and now that they had
rendered that assistance unnecessary, who was to satisfy the
Marhatta’s claims P Such a requisition could not but embarrass
them; but they were rescued out of their dilficulties by a lucky
event. Ghazi-eddin-qhan, who had puthon his Qhylaat for the
Viceroyalty of all the Decan, was stopped short by the Ministers,
who previously insisted on a Pishcush or present, which the
other wished to avoid. it was at this time that the Vezir sent
his message, and put it in the Viceroy's power to avail himself
now of the difliculties under which the Court laboured, in order
to carry his point.‘ ‘He sent them word that, if they would give
him his patents without delay, he would undertake to satisfy

(Q33) Pond]-ab, Pests-poternln. C
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Malhar's demands, and would also take that General with him.
The proposal being accepted, he appointed his own son as his
Deputy at Court, took Malhar with him, and departed for his
new Government. . E

After this departure, the Vezir entered the city, but took
up his abode in his own Palace(234). Here he was greatly dis-
contented, and shocked to see an eunuch, like Djavid-qhan,
dictate in all matters of State, and govern the Emperor's mind;
and could by no means agree that such a man should have made
a peace that dishonoured the Empire, by giving up two important
provinces, which had left open a large breach forthe enemy’s
incursions into the heart of Hindostan. He was likewise jealous
of the omnipotence of the Empress-mother and of her eunuch,
shocked at their meddling with every affair of State, and uneasy
at their being both leagued against him.
' Whilst the Vezir was brooding upon his discontent, an
event happened which gave offence to all the world. The Em-
peror prompted by these two persons, had raised one Mia-qhan",
a brother of his mother, but an actor'by profession, to the
military grade of seven thousand horse, and to the surname
of Miiatekud-edo8ulah, or “Trustworthy of the Empire, " and
to support the State, incumbent upon such high titles, this man
had been complimented with a complete household of» elephants,
horses, &.c., together with the late Emir-qhan’s Palace, ready
furnished, as it was. By this profusion, he brought this man
forwards, and made him figure amongst the mightiest Lords
of the Empire, although it must be acknowledged that the new
Lord was not destitute of good qualities, and did not avail
._himself of his favour but to oblige and to do good. This pro-
motion, however, was looked_ upon as an affront to themselves,
by all the Grandees of the Empire, and especially by the Vezir,
who resolved to rid himself of the umbrage which Djavid-qhan
gave him perpetually. This eunuch, who trusted so much to ‘his
influence, that he rubbed his foreheadagainst the third heaven,had
theimprudence to acceptof an entertainment at the-'Vezir’s palace,
where Aaly-beg-qhan, the head Nassiqh-chi, alias gfihitab-djung,

(=34) As or-indium‘ of the Artillery, he had the ofthe Citadel,-7
and es Superintendent of Ghflel-qhsue, or bathing-pleee, that ls, the
meats,hswesobllgedtorss1delntheCltadel,eadevenIlthInthe'Peleee.
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ripped open his belly with a stroke of a poniard, and killed him
instantly. This execution which had taken place by the Vezir's
order, exasperated the Emperor and his mother, and, in order
to ruin such an overbearing Minister, they resolved to join
Intyzam-ed-dbwlah and all his other enemies.

Whilst the Court seemed convulsed with dissensions and
jealousies, Ghazi-eddin-qhan was advancing by long stages to
Aorengi-abad, one of the Capitals of Decan, where he made his
entry, having with him the Marhatta Malhar, with his whole
cavalry. But this man, who knew the difiiculties under which
his new master laboured, availed himself of his situation to
request that the province of Qhandess should be made over to
him to insure the payment of his troops; and the Prince, not
thinking it proper in the beginning of his expedition to discon-
tent a man at the head of such a force, gave him the patent of
it under his hand and seal ;_ and thus that fine province, the
extent of which reaches to the very gates of Aoreng-abad,
passed at once under the Marhatta dominion on these easy
terms. Ghazi-eddin-qhan, soon after this, on the seventeenth
day gfter his arrival at that Capital, died suddenly ; so that his
army and friends which had followed him from so far, in hopes
of bettering their fortunes, having now lost their leader, dis-
persed of themselves, and none remained but his household
servants, who, unwillingly to leave their master's body in a
foreign land, took it by turns upon their shoulders, and carried
it to Shah-djehan-abad; and in this manner the dominion of
all the Decans remained to Selabet-djung.

The death of Ghazi-eddin-qhan set young Mir-sheab-eddin,
his son, to work. He had been left in the Capital as Deputy to
his father. in his oflice of “ Lord of Lords.” The Emperor
thought it enough _to continue the young man in the enjoyment of
certain surnames and titles that appeared to be hereditary in the
family, and accordingly he was called, as well as his father and
grandfather, “ The Champion of the Law,—The Prop of the
“Kingdom,-The Brave Commander, ever Victorious in War.”
But as all these honours did not imply anything of his having
been admitted as successor to his father, in his title and office of
Lord of Lords, ‘he went to the Vezir's house, and he so affected
both that Minister and his consort with compassion on his orphan
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condition, that the Vezir obtained his request from the Emperorl
But the ungrateful young Lord, forgetting the education he had
received in that Minister’s house where he had learned several
languages, acquired a taste for poetry, and had become a learned
man as well as a good soldier, henceforward turned his back on
his benefactor; and unmindful of the many obligations he owed
to that family, and the constant support he had received from it,
he joined lntyzam-ed-dtlwlah, and the Emperor with his mother,
in the conspiracy of oversetting the Vezir and demolishing his
power. Nor was it long before the Minister had information of
this conspiracy ; for in a few days the Emperor sent him word,
to desire his leaving to His Majesty the disposal of the‘ artillery
and of the bathing-place, that is, the private apartments, and he
recommended to him a better discharge of his duty as a Vezir.
For the latter, sensible that a breach had now taken place between
himself and his master, abstained henceforward from going to
Court; and the Emperor intimidated at this, commenced caress-
ing him anew, and he even went to see him; in which visit he
excused what had passed, and seemed to have regained his
heart. But as the reconciliation on either side went no f"rther
than the lips, and it was evidently defective in truth and sincerity,
months after months were spent in fruitless negotiations, to the
very beginning of the year 1166, and even the first six months
of that year were taken up in negotiations, and likewise in giving
birth to some events which we are to mention.

The Vezir was at a losshow to act. To levy war against
the Emperor seemed both improper and odious, and, on the other
hand, he apprehended that the conspiracy aimed at his life, as
well as at his power and influence. The truth is, that he had
neither that fund of policy, ndr that blaze of daringness, re.
quisite for an enterprise of such a high nature ; he had not that
disregard to scruples, necessary to a man that had conceived
such high-flown projects, nor that stiffness of mind that enables
him to overlook all obstacles, and to set at nought all consider-
ations; he wanted also a sufiicient extent of genius to take an
adequate view of the strength of his party, he had too high
an opinion of that of his enemies. In fact, such was the opinion
entertained of his power, in-the beginning of the troubles, and so
inconsiderable appeared in comparison both intysam-ed-ddwlah,
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and um child of Mir-sheab-eddin that, had he only opened
his mouth, there were many Commanders in his service-, who
on a single order of his would have gone, seized, and bound
those two Lords in their very lodgings ; nor had either of them
dared to offer the least resistance in such a. case. Destiny blind-
ed the Vezir's eyes, and shut up his ears effectually. And the
Emperor sensible of his irresolution, wrote him a note at mid-
night, the purport of which had been agreed to in a Council
between those two Lords andthe Court eunuchs. It was in the
Emperor's own hand. The Emperor having sent for the Deputy-
Grandmaster of the artillery,- who, as such, had the command
‘of the Citadel of Shah-djehan-abad on the Vezir's part, bid him
carry the note himself, and added to it a long message upon
several subjects. The foolish man excused himself on the'im-
propriety of quitting his post ; but the Emperor insisted, adding
that it was for a matter of importance which admitted of no
delay. The man had thesimpiicity to take up the note, and to
carry it directly. As soon as he was out of the gate, the Em-
peror ordered ail the gates to be shut up, and admittance to be
denied the man for the future. At the same time the garrison
placcd by the Vezir, and which was all composed of his own
troops, was driven out of the Citadel with much ill usage. All
the Vezir's friends and officers were likewise forbidden admit-
tance. Moreover, the cannon on one of the towers, which com-
manded the Vezir’s Palace, was turned against it, and every
preparative was made for contention and war. The Vezir who
conceived that contending with an armed hand against the
Emperor would redound to his dishonour, render his person
odious, and bring upon him the imputation both of rebellion
and ingratitude, submitted to his fate, and only asked leave to
repair to his Governments beyond the Djumnah(z35) ; and this
being denied, hetook his own party, came out of town without
leave, encamped at about two or three cosses distance, and
resolved to go to his Governments without leave indeed, but, if
possible, without battle or bloodshed. This resolution was no
sooner known, than his enemies resolved to attack and fight
him, and even ito have his life.

(539 11¢-she and Aood are, with respect to mun, both beyond the
Dionne. '



Mir-sheab-
eddin, alias
Umad-el-
mulk, is in-
truatsd with
the offiee of
pushing the
war against
the Vezir.

332 THE S'E'IR

The Vezir informed of that particular, pitched upon ‘an
idiot, whom no body knew, to personate one of the lmperial
Princes; and having sent his consort and family to a stronge
hold of S8r8dj-mul_l’s, he invited that Djatt Prince to coine again
into his service. The other consented, and taking a body of
troops, he came and joined the Vezir, his old friend and master.
So decisive a step having convinced the Emperor that there
were no measures to be kept with the Vezir, he discharged him
from that high ofiice, and conferred it on lntyzam-ed-dowlah,
son of the late Camer-eddin-qhan. And as Mir-sheab-eddin,
notwithstanding his youth, seemed to be endowed with courage
and much penetration, he entrusted him with the care of assem.
bling an army, and fighting the Vezir; he summoned at the
same time to his assistance all the Commanders and officers of
the environs of the Capital. One of these was Nedjib-qhan tho
Rohillah, a- Commander who already bore _a character for courage
and daringness, as well as for understanding and conduct. This
is the man whom we shall see rise gradually in the sequel,
and by dint of merit only, to the high dignity of Emir-ul-umra,
or Prince of Princes of Hindostan. All the Zemindars of the
neighbourhood, whether of illustrious descent or of new families,
like Chita-g8djer and Bel8-qhan; all the Séyds of Barr; all the
noblemen of ancient families who lived retired these many years,
for instance, Mahmed~:=adyc-qhan, son to Séif-ollah-qhan, Viceroy
of Tatta; all these came and offered their services, or were
invited over. Amongst these last was my forgiven father, who
afterahaving been preferred by the Vezir to the command of
Panip8t, and the other eighteen Districts of the dependence of
the Qhalissa-ofiice, had of late fallen under his displeasure, and
that of Abdol-medjid-qhan, the Cashmerian, and was kept in
confinement for some balances"set up against him. The Court
system being now so far changed, he_was forgiven the above
balances, sent for, and introduced to the Emperor, by l-lafyz-
mohtar-qhan, as a nobleman worthy of his favour. He on hil
side sent for some of his ancient troops and Commanders, and
having assisted them with some money to fi__t ‘ themselves up, he
engaged them all in the lmperial service» lkll these warlike
preparations in the middle of the city, and themany engagements
that followed, seemed to shake every house in its foundations.
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Fromethe beginning of Redjeb, in the year rr66,. for full six
months together, the streets of the city became the theatre of
war and bloodshed. The Vezir’s troops, which were commanded
mostly by able oflicers, all old soldiers, jealous of their honour,
distinguished themselves on all occasions, and above all others,
the famous Ghossain or Fakyr, Radj-ender-gur, who had of late
acquired so much honour at the siege of Ilah-abad, and now had
come of his own motion to join the Vezir's cause ; this man
made nothing of throwing himself amongst the very fire of the
Imperial Artillery, and of killingand wounding every day numbers
of people upon the very muzzles of their guns. He had but a
few bravoes with him, but all as determined and as invulnerable
as himself, and so often did he come off unhurt from desperate
engagements, that a notion prevailed that he had some piece of
witchcraft about his body, or some talisman about his person;
and this notion, which took root in people's mind, rendered him
still more formidable, when one day he was shot dead by a ran-
dom musket-ball ; and then the prepossession disappeared. It was
in such a scene of confusion and blood-shed that Saadat-qhan
emerged again from his corner. This man whom we have seen
dismissed from his office and dignity of Emir-ul-umrah, and who
on that account had conceived an implacable hatred against the
Emperor, availed himself of the opportunity to come out again,
and to figure upon the theatre of the world. He wrote to the
Vezir that he wished to join him, and requested only that a body
of troops. should march, towards the Monument of the Prince of
men; and this being complied with, he under pretence of going
thither in pilgrimage, joined the Vezir's troops, and went into
his camp. This could not bea mighty acquisition to the Vezir, who
underwent a loss on t-he other side ; for Mir-sheab-eddin having
publishedat the same time, that whatever trooper had the letter sin
stamped upon hishorse, might come over, and would be received
at fifty rupees per month, besides a hundred rupees for his
‘entrance, and this proclamation having been rumoured in the
Vezir’: camp, almost all those of that description (and they were
mostly T8ranians, as well as he that invited them,) deserted,_and
came over to~the imperialists, to the number of some thousands}
Sheab-eddin had even the art to bring religion into the party,
He assembled all the Cashmirians and all the Pendjabiels -who
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are all zealous Sunnies, and having set up a standard, as if their
religion had been in danger, he published that the Vezir wasa
Shyiah, and a Rafzy, or blasphemer(236), and he invited all the
Mussulmen to join against one that had blasphemed the suc-
cessors, and waged war against them. He added that this was a
sacred war, and that, as such, it conferred the merits of martyrdom
on whoever should perish in it. On this publication, thousands
and thousands of armed men flocked towards the standard, and
nothing was heard but cries of four successors, and four friends;
and whoever was met with in the streets, and suspected to be a
Shyiah, or even a well-wisher of the Vezir's, was sure of being
stripped and beaten; some even were killed. The house of the
late Mahmed-issac-qhan, inhabited byhis two brothers, Mirza-aaly_-'
qhan and Salar-djung, was plundered and sacked, as was that of
Ismael-beg-qhan, a principal Commander in the Vezir's army,
whose house was known to be replenished with precious arms,
money, jewels, and rich furniture, to the amount of several corors.
in short, no man of character, who was known to be either in the
Vezir’s army or in his interest, escaped unhurt. The houses of
every one of them were plundered and sacked, nor did any part
escape devastation but the women's apartment. To punish these
excesses, S8r8dj-mull, the Djatt, attacked, by the Vezir's order,
that part of the city, called old Delhi, and which is even richer and
-still more populous than Shah-djehan-abad itself; and he plunder-
ed and sacked it so thoroughly, that an infinity of people lost
' . . ‘consorts and children, and were totally ruined, besides
numbers that were massacred. ' A multitude of all sorts had taken
refuge in the house and quarter of Shah-bassutt, son and suc-
cessor to Shah-mahmed-djaafer, on the expectation that his holy
character being exceedingly respected, by every one, and by the
Vezir amongst others, who lived on terms of friendship and
intimacy withhim, would prove a safeguard to his house and

T l (236) The Shyiahs, not satisfied with rejecting the three Lords, whom we have
been mentioning some time ago, namely, Ab8-bekr, Omar, and Osrnan, (although
they did really succeed, and carried the Mussulman name from the Loin in France
to the Ganges in lr|dia,) load them with abuse and lnvectivee, although they have
been the Prophet's protectors, and had made hlm theirson-in-law. Hence, as
aggressors, they are called Blaspherners or Rafsdhles, by the Sunnis.-‘The
Emperor of Hindostan,‘ being reputed s successor to those succeloss, ls himself
-quest own. .-
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quarter in the general plunder and massacre; but they were
mistaken, and these deluded people underwent the same unhappy
fate as the others. No respect, no regard was paid to it,--but
let us pass in silence over all those horrors,-—for past is what is
past.—O God preserve us; preserve all the lmamites from such
days as these(z37). After six months’ slaughter and ruin, both
parties became tired of such a life, and both seemed desirous of
a peace. The Emperor and his Ministers sent the first message;
and the Vezir, who was tired of the immense expenses he daily
incurred, and who augured no good from all these troubles,
gave his consent. intyzam-ed-ddwlah served as mediator in the
terms of the agreement; and this was, that the two Govern-
ments of Ilah-abad and A8d should be left to the Vezir. These
terms having been agreed to, the latter in the beginning of the
year 1167, set out for those countries, and left the field to Mir-
sheab-eddin.

This daring young man had, during the war with the Vezir,
called to his assistance from Malva, the Marhatta General
Holcar-malhar, under promise oi a high pay; but he arrived
after the conclusion of the peace. Nevertheless, as the Minister
was highly exasperated against the Djatts for their connections
with the Vezir, and the assistance they had given him, and as
on the other hand, he was fond of remaining in power, he availed
himself of the arrival of'the Marhatta troops to fall upon the
Djatt S8r8dj-mull. The latter who thought himself over-matched
in the field, took shelter in certain strong fortresses of his,
known under the names of Dig, Comir, and Buhret-poor, where
he was immediately ‘beseiged ; and as it is impossible to take
such fortresses without, battering cannon, Mir-sheab-eddin who
feared lest matters should dnew to..a length, sentto the Emperor
to request some heavy artillery. The person he sent was
Altybet,-mahmood-qhan, a Cashmirian, who was everything in
that ‘Minister's house, but, however, a wicked dangerous man,

(£31) Had not the iuthor been s most higotted Shyiah, he would not hm
epoiiedthet flueexclamation by restricting thst benevolent wish of his to the imlmitfl
only, that is, to the Shyiehs. The text has the word lldesminin, which signifies the
faithful, sod which Shyiehs essume to themselves exclusively to ell other Mussulmen.
The exclamation, besidu its ‘inhuman partiality, is inoossequent 5 it being the
Susulss who setusily hsd lost their eonsorts and their lives by the violence of the
8hyleh,whu'ees thelettc-hsdiestonlysomepropertybythe Bunnies.
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seditious and factions toahigh degree. This request did not please
intyzam-ed-ddwlah, the Vezir, who was an honest well-meaning
man. He knew that as soon as those fortresses should have'been
taken, both the master and the envoy would not fail to return to
the city, and to avail themselves of their prevalence to torment
indiscriminately both friends and foes. He therefore advised the
Emperor to refuse the artillery. The Cashmirian apprised of
that, formed himself a party amongst the Mansoobdars or
Military officers of the Crown, and the people dependent on the
artillery; and partly by threats and by promises of plunder, as
well as by a variety of other means, he engaged them to join his
party in taking intyzam-ed-dtiwlah out of the way. Having
fixed a day for this purpose, he assembled a multitude of people,
and made an attack upon that Minister’s house ; but being
repulsed, he quitted the city, and putting himself at thehead of
several bodies of banditties that joined together, he fell a plunder-
ing all those Districts that depended on the Qhalissa-ofiice, at
the head of which presided that nobleman, as well as all those
in the environs oi the Capital which he knew to be held as
Djaghirs by the several Lords of the Court.

Whilst he was busied in that manner, S8r8dj-mull, besieged
in his fortress, sent up several requests both to the Emperor
and to intyzam-ed-ddwlah, his Minister, representing, “ That if
“ they suffered Mir-sheab-eddin and his Marhattas to go on with
“ his schemes, a time would come when he would turn his eyes
" upon the throne itself as well as upon the Vezirship, and
"would attempt to overturn the Government, so as to new model
" it to his own mind. That he therefore submitted it to the
“Imperial wisdom, whether in such a state of things, it would
“ not be proper for His Majesty to come out with his Minister
" and army, and under pretence oi bringing into order the
“Districts of the lmperial demesnes, and, hunting on the way,
“ to advance ad far 'as_ Selrenderah, where it would be easy to
“ send for Abool-mans8_r-qhan, a man who in such a case would
" not fail to join in crushing Mir-sheab-eddin-and the Marhattas."
This advice having been approved by both the Emperor and the
jllinister, the Monarch setout on a hunting party, and took with
him the ladies of his sanctuary; as well as his Ministers, all the
Lords of the Court, as well as his army and artillery; in the
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course of his bunting he, from plain to plain, advanced asfar as
three o'r four .cosses beyond Sekenderah. But he was averse
from the party of -applying to Ab8l-mans8r-qhan; nor was it
better relished by either his mother, or the Vezir, lntyzam-ed-
dowlah, who after Djavid-qhan’s death, had leagued with that
Empress. in complying with this part of S8r8dj-mull's advice,
they seemed to act with dilatoriness and reluctance. All these
counsels and this irresolution having been reported to Mir-
sheab-eddin, who was exceedingly alert and intent upon his
own schemes, he re-called Akybet-mahm8d, and sent him to
the Emperor's camp, as if to give him advice that some thousands
of disbanded Marhatta horse, having made their appearance in
his neighbourhood, had suddenly disappeared without it being
known where they would shew themselves again. The envoy
having said so much, returned to his master. The slothful
Emperor paid no great attention to the message, and the negli-
gent Vezir, whose particular business it was to watch over the
army, and to insure the honour of the Imperial household, as
well as the safety of the Imperial person, quietly went into his
tent, and fell to his afternoon's nap, after having heard the
message. But the Marhatta General, Holcar Malhar, was not so
sleepy. Highly incensed against the Emperor and his Minister
for their denial of some heavy cannon, he had left his son, Gha.ndi-
rfio, to keep the Djatts in awe, and had set out himself with a
view to distress the. Imperial camp with respect to water and
forage, and by that means to find some opportunity to lay hold
of the cannon, or at least to strike some good blow ; he also wished
to have no sharer in this expedition, and to be left to himself.
Without giving any" intimation of his design to any one, not
even to Mir-sheab-eddin, he set out in the beginning of the
night, passed the Djumna at the ford of Mahtra, and was close
to the Imperial army, before any one knew of his having so
much as left his camp; and, first of all, he fired some rockets
to feel the pulse of the enemy. At sight of these, it was conclud-
ed in the Imperial camp that Mahm8d was burning some village
in the environs, and the matter appearing of no consequence,
no one concerned himself in examining more narrowly into the
matter, when at the latter part of the night, it was found that
Holcar himself was at hand. On this intelligence the Emperor
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and his Ministers, both equally cowards and unexperienccd, lost
their presence of mind, and were equally incapable of flying
with recollection, or of making a stand. The Emperor with his
mother, and Semsam-ed-diiwlah with the Vezir, got upon their
elephants, wrapped and muffled up as if they hadibeen women,
and without so much as assembling their officers, or saying a word
to any one, they fled with all their might towards the Capital,
leaving their consorts, daughters, and families at the disposal of
the enemy. It being rumoured, half an hour after, that they
were gone, the whole army, oflicers, and soldiers disbanded,
and fled with arms and some baggage as far as Sekenderah.
At day-break the Marhattas pursued them thither, and plundered
and stripped every one of them, after having already plundered
the Imperial camp, with the lmperial tents, and furniture.
Maiecka-zemani, daughter to Feroh-seyur, and consort to
Mahmed-shah, with other Princesses of the Imperial family, as
well as a vast number of ladies of the highest distinction, fell
into I-Iolcar’s hands. That General treated them with the highest
respect, and even abstained from touching either their persons or
even those jewels with which they were covered, to an immense
-amount, and this abstinence of_his is an indubitable fact; but it is
no less certain, that an indelible disgrace befell the honour of the
l_mperial house of Timur that day; and that those sublime gates,
on the threshold of which Kings and Sovereigns, together with
all mankind, had been accustomed to rub their foreheads in
token of respect, became from henceforward an object of derision,
and a standing mark for the kicks of the vilest men-. But suds
are God's dispensations,~let us submit to them. A

Whilst this scene was acting at Sekendera, Mir~4shBab-
eddin was still occupied with the blockade; but he no isoonver
heard of this affair, than he quitted the field, and came -to-the
city, leaving S8r8dj-mull at full liberty to rid himself of the
miseries he had been undergoing; for the Marhatta Genesfl
was by this time gone home, and Djehi-apa,_the second General,
had set out for Nar-noi. A few days after this -Min
sheab-eddin had found means to gain over iaojéhis piety -both
Semsaijn-ed-dowlah andall the_,Commanders, andall the ungrateful‘
Colonels that were attached to the service of the imperial artil-
lery. He then put bisnselfat the head of a-body of
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and Marhattas, and going to the Vezir lntyzam-ed-d6wlah's
Palace, he of his own authority dismissed him from his oflice,
which he took for himself, procuring at the same time the ofiice
of " Lord of Lords” for his friend, Semsam-ed-dowlah. The
next morning he went to the Palace to put on his Qhylaat, and
at noon he seized both the Emperor Ahmed-shah and his mother,
Qodemibhai, whom he ordered to be kept in confinement. It was
the tenth Shaaban of the year I167. Immediately after this, he
sent for Aziz-eddin, son to the late Muéz-eddin-djehandar-shah,
and having proclaimed him Emperor, under the surname or title
of Aalem-ghir sani, or Aalem-ghir the second, he installed him on
the throne. Seven days after, he ordered Oodem-bhai to be
blinded, by having a red hot needle drawn across her eyes, and he
accused her of being the cause and contriver of all the troubles ; he
then served the Emperor, her son, in the same manner. Probably
none of these direful events had happened, had the Emperor
condescended to apply to Ab8l-ma.ns8r-qhan, who was then at
hand, although in his Government.

That Viceroy, on his arrival in what he called his own
ground, stopped at Mehdi-ghat, where he built himself a lodging,
reviewed and completed his army, and attached himself to its
discipline; preparing at the same time all kinds of stores, and
seeming to mind nothing but whatever could strengthen and
increase his power. He seemed intent on some project, when
at once, without any previous ailnient, a iuruncle was perceived
at his foot; and this having soon degenerated into a cancer,
which baflied all the art of the physicians and chirurgeons, the
evil in a little time rose to a heighth; and on the seventeenth
oi Zilhidj in the same" year, he departed this life, and winged
his flight towards the regions ofeternity. His body, according
to his own desire, -was carried to the Monument of the King of
Braves(238), and buried there. He was succeeded by his son,
Mirza-djelal-eddin-haidyr, surnamed theShudjah-ed-dowlah (339) .
The young Prince continued in the management of the helm that
same Ismail-beg-qhan, who had been his father's principal General
and trustiest Minister, and all the oflicers, Commanders,

Ally, called by the Shyahs, Slack-I-nurdnn, isthe King of Braves. His
\@§ilatC'oulll,betwlxt Blltlh and Bsgdad.

lag) The Valera»-at tho Empire. 4 .
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Governors, and Grandees or Nobles, promoted by his father,
remained in possession of the offices and pensions they enjoyed,
But in a little time,‘ Ismail-beg-qhan likewise departed his life,
and Temkin-qhan, an eunuch of his household, succeeded him
in his ofiice of Prime Minister. It was at this same time that
Saadat-qhan died at A8d-bangla. He is the same man who
bore the title of Zolficar-djung also, and had cut so strange a
figure in the expedition against Adjmir. But as Shudjah-ed-
dfiwlah cuts so capital afigure in our history, the reader probably
may be pleased with hearing some particulars of that Prince's
character.

Shudjah-ed-dowlah in his own temper was slothful, negligent
and careless, but so valorous that, with that single quality of
his, he found means to contain the Zemindars and the other
refractory people with which his dominions abounded ; so that
his Govern_ment was always respected. He was exceedingly
fond of the company of women, without being attached to any,
and addicted to every kind of pleasure, without exception, save,
however, that of drinking wine. Nevertheless there appeared
no impudence in his character, and no contempt of decoru_m in
his behaviour. He had such an abundent fund of goodness,
liberaiity, and benignity, as made him connive at trespasses
against his interest, and rendered him ever ready to forgive the
guilty. "' He governed quietly his dominions for three or four
years, when the Abdali-king, at the instigation of Mir-sheab-
eddin, now styled Umad-el-mulk, invaded Hindostan, and march.
ed directly to Shah-djehan--abad. This was in the year 1170.
That Minister’s intention was to join an army of Abdalies to an
army of Rohillahs and Bangash Afghans, who being inveterate
and 'sworn enemies of Shudj-ah-ed-dowlah’s father and family,
would be glad to embrace any scheme for entirely demolishing
and ruining that rising power. This league, however, did not
intimidate Shudjah-ed-dowlah. Without being dismayed by the
threatened storm, he stood his ground so well‘ that he was left
to himself, as we shall relate as soon as we shall, have dispatch-
ed some matters relative to the Western partsof Hindostan.

- We have left Mir-mann8 nearly absolute Viceroy of both
M8ltan and Pendjab. He resided at Lahor, where having
mounted his horse to take an airing, he went out of the city,
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and put his horse on a gallop, when he was suddenly seized by
a fit of apoplexy, which ended at once in a palsy that stopped
him short; so that all he could do was to continue his voyage
into eternity. This event is recounted in a different manner
by a person in his service, who was very familiar with him. He
says that Mir-mann8 was encamped, and that he took horse to
look at the troops of one of his Commanders, encamped within
a short distance, where he sat down to a dinner. The enter-
tainment proving sumptuous, and consisting of a great variety
of precious dishes, he tasted of every one. In the evening, he
got upon his horse to go home, and put it to a gallop; and he
was actually galloping when finding something that pained him
within, he alighted, stretched himself upon the ground, and in a
few moments expired. The Abdali-king hearing of this sudden
death, conferred the Government on Mir-m8men, son to the
deceased, and as he was yet a child, he recommended him to
his mother together with the whole country. It ust be observ-
ed that the deceased Governor, keeping always a great army
on foot, and being engaged besides in a variety of heavy ex-
penses, which the revenues of the couutry could not support,
he liad betaken himself to the expedient of oppressing and
squeezing the body of farmers, as well as the people in general.
But his credit was so strong at Court, that there was no carrying
any complaint against him; and on the other hand, it being a
standing rule amongst the Syks to support each other at all
events, numbers of people who could find no redress any where,
and were driven to so much despair as to cry famine, famine,
about the streets, very naturally recurred to that fraternity,
where they were sure of finding some resource. The whole
business of admission seemed to consist in putting on a blue
coat, letting the hair grow all over the body, and repairing in
shoals to G8r8-Govind. From that moment they became Syks,
and were entitled to the protection of the whole body, and looked
like men freed from all their miseries. in this manner this sect
or fraternity, which was already in vogue, having turned out to
be a sure resource against oppression, it grew to an immense
number; especially at this time, when the government of a
country involved in troubles was to be managed by a woman;
and-as that set is destitute of strength of mind, the disorders
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and troubles continued to increase. Her Ministers commonly
availed themselves of her retired life and immured circumstances,
to render such an account of their respective departments, each
in his own way, as served only to perplex and confound her
understanding. Hence the tenants and farmers became more
oppressed than ever, and shoals of people flocking to the ‘Syks,
these people grew exceedingly numerous, and commenced
talking high to the Officers of Government. The nobility and
principal men of the country, who looked at these desertioins
with both amazement and disdain, made it a point to stand aloof,
whilst the eunuchs, the freed men of the seraglio, and a variety
of homely born vile men, took possession of all the affairl.
Things were in such a state when the young Mir-m8men dei-
parted his life, and then the Government fell into the hands
of Qhoadja-m8sa-ohrari, his brother-in-law. But as Becari.-qhan;
who had acted as Prime Minister under the deceased Viceroy,
wanted to render himself master of the Government, and be. had
been intriguing with that view, the Governess, who was. informed
of his intentions, and was already incensed against him, cont.
manded his attendance within the seraglio or sanctuary ; and as
soon as he was within the_gate, she got him surrounded by a
number of stout women, who put him to the cudgel so severely
that he expired under the operation. A short time had elapsed
since this event, when Qhoadja-abdollah-qhan, son to Abdoh
semed-qhan, that ancient victorious Viceroy of Lahor, having found
means to seize and confine the Governess, contrived likewise to
obtain from the Abdali-king, the patents of the two Governments.
But Feraman-qhan, who had brought those patents to Labor,
having commenced acting with authority, and plundered and
ruined numbers of people, the new Viceroy who did not like his
presence, and was also teased by the troops, who became clamor-
ous for their arrears, found it was out of his power to satisfy
their demands; so that to save his life and honor he fled from
Lahor, to the disgrace of all Government. In such a confusion
of all order, the Governess found means to re-assume the com-
mand, and having been in a little time put under confinement
by Qhoadja-mirza-qhan, who" had been one of the principal Com-
manders in her husband's army, the troubles at last sflblidody
and a compromise took place between her and that ofiésr.
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All these troubles and commotions having been faithfully

reported to the new Vezir, Mir-Sheab-eddin, now styled Umad-el.
mullr, he conceived the design of recovering the provinces of
Pendjab and M8ltan from the dependance of the Abdali-king.
Without imparting his scheme to any one, he set out with
Alemghir,the Emperorof his appointing, and encampedat Badely,
at some distance from the city. He intended also to bring
to order and to reduce to submission the officers of the corps
marked with the letter sin, who, availing themselves of the need
the Vezir had stood of their service in his disputes with Ab8l.
rnans8r-qhan, had extorted from his hands all the Districts of
the Qhalissah-office, and all the best demesne lands about the
city, as a security for their pay and arrears; they had besides
assumed ¢u$.Of importance, and proved unruly and refractory.
With this view he sent for my father, and after appointing him
Fodjdar of Ser-hend, Taneser, and Pani-poot, with some other
districts of the Qhalissah, he advanced to the latter town. As
the negotiation for recovering these lands from the oflicers of
the Brigade Sin, had been carried on by Kishen-chund, a Gentoo;
Radja_Nagurmull, a Hindoo, who became exceedingly jealous
of him, sent for the principal otiicers, all men highly discontent-
ed, -and he informed them that Séyd Hedaiet-aaly-qhan, that is,
my honoured father, who commanded in the Districts snatched
from their hands, was a man of property, from whom, by a
proper application to the Vezir, they might easily get an advance
of two lacs of rupees upon the rents of those Districts, -a sum
(hit would go a great way in discharging their arrears; "and
that in case he should not consent to that advance, he undertook
to find a man that would pay it down, on condition of his being
put in possession of those Districts. The oflicers accustomed
this longwhile to spealr in an imperious style, and inconsolable
at their being deprived of such productive Districts, swore to
stand by each other, and the next day they sent their agents
to the Vezir with the proposals. Meanwhile, my father, who
had been informed of the turn which this affair had taken, and
was unwilling to accept the condition, sent his resignation by
the channel of the above Kishen-chund, whom he followed soon
after to the Vezifs quarters. That Minister, after having pass-
ed a couple oi hours in giving a public audience, in which he
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transacted business with my father, with Seif-eddin-mahmed-
qhan, with Nedjib-qhan, and with Nagur-mull, and some others,
was getting up to retire to his private appartments, when he
was stopped by the Brigade agents, who by Nagur-mull's
management had joined together in informing him that the
Brigade Sin wanted a large sum of money in part of their arrears.
The Vezir, without seeming embarrassed, answered that he had
no objections, but that the corps must be reviewed first. The
agents, sensible that no penmen would dare to form difliculties.
in a day of review, consented, and they only requested that
some M8tsuddies(24o) might be appointed to review their corps.
The Vezir, on hearing these words, turned towards Nedjib-qhan,
and directed him to review the Brigade; to which that officer
consenting, he immediately sent orders to his son, Zabeta-qhan,
to pitch up a tent in an open" spot, and to review the Brigade.
The agents, surprised, found that the time was come for some
great discovery, it being understood that these two oflicers were
not men tobe either tampered with or overawed,being themselves
officers of high character, and at the head of several thousand
horse. Straight they dispatched a messenger to their con-
stituents, for the pupose of advising them to be upon their guard.
The others finding that they would be ruined by such a review,
conceived that there was no other expedient for escaping a discov-
ery, than that of exciting a sedition and a mutiny; in conse-
quencerthey excited their most ferocious men to take the lead.
Meanwhile the Vezir was retired to his private apartments
having with him only three or four persons, as Nedjib-qhan,
Radja Nagur-mull, and Kishen-chund. A little after, Nedjib-qhan
went away. My father waited without, anxious to render his
resignation acceptable, and _,to get rid of so disagreeable an
aifair; when at once twenty or thirty troopers of the Brigade
Sin came to the curtain of the private apartment, and exclaimed
against their oflicers, complaining of their being reduced, for
want of both arrears and pay, to a starving condition. ° Soon
after, these men were joined by some more; the appearance of
which caused the harcaras or messengers at. the, gate to write a
note, and to send it in by an eunuch. The Veairfafter having read
it, got up in the undress in which he then stood, and was going

(240) M8tsuddlasarepen-menlnseveralolioes.
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out. My father stopped him short, and represented that it was not
proper for him to go out. I shall certainlygo, answered theVezir;
I want to speak to them and appease the tumult. My father
said nothing, but finding him resolved to go out, he joined him.
The Vezir raised the curtain, spoke to them, and informed them,
that they would be paid as soon as their corps should be review-
ed. By this time those troopers had gathered to the amount of
two huhdred men ; and trusting to their numbers, they had sur-
rounded the Vezir, and were speaking insolently to him. My
father mixed with the crowd, and represented to them that the
man they were insulting, was their-resource in a day of need,
and their Lord, the person that would hear their complaints if
they had but the patience to speak quietly. The remonstrance
did not avail. The men had come too well tutored to listen to
any reason. One of them having torn away a button of jewel
which the Vezir had at his lNima(24l) ; the others, as if by signal,
tore away his clothes to pieces ; and his turbant fell off at the
same time. Bare-headed as he was(z42), theydrew him on foot
along the streets and lanes, and carried him to their camp.
Meanwhile the Vezir's troops, amazed at what they saw, were at
a ldss what to do. As the Vezir's last hour was not come yet,
the ofiicers of the mutinous Brigade came into the tent, excused
what had past, and desired him to put on the clothes which his
servants had brought after him. The Vezir incensed, listened,
to no advice, and addressing them with all the foul language
he could muster, he cried out: "‘ You rascally pimps, (and this
was his expression) If you intend to kill me, kill then, and
" mahe haste ; for you will certainly be killed yourselves to a
“man ,- else, ffyou intend no killing, what do you mean by
." all this insolence? ”. Whilst he was speaking, a message
came from the Emperor to the seditious. It was delivered in

'(a4r) The Nima is in itself a Djama or Gown, to all intents and purposes;
but as it does not fold as the other, upon the breast, it serves as a waistcoat, and
.ls therefore reputed an undress. Both the Djama and Nlma consist only of
cotton linen.

(:49) An European‘ with his hat under his arm, would stare on beinginformed_
that to be bare-headed is a high disgrace, all over the East, as far as the Ganges.
The bankrupt, the day they stop payment, sit bare-headed in their counting houses,
with a lamp burning before them at noon-day. ' _
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Turkish(243), to this purport: " Instead qfeonfining the Vezir,
" you ought to bring him to me: '1 am the proper person ,-
“ and 1:/‘you want only your arrears, I take them upon n_zyse{f.”
The Vezir who, amongst several other languages, understood the
Turkish very well, becoming still more angry, broke out in fury,
“ No messages, no messagesto these rascals; do you, rascals,
" make haste; go on with what you intend?’ The oflicers,
without minding his language, supplicated him to accept their
submission, and to mount an elephant, which was brought for
that purpose. The Vezir mounted, when one of these oflicers,
whose name was Hassen-qhan, the Decanian, getting up behind
in the Qhavvass(244), took up the fly-driver with one hand, and.
the sun-screen with the other,“ and continued waiting on him
until the Vezir landed in his lodgings; and so soon as the Vezir
had alighted, he likewise alighted from behind, and went away.
The Vezir being landed, took his seat upon his Mesned, where
crowds car?‘ to make their bow. In a Moment, he asked where
was Hassen-qhan, and being told he was gone, he sent after him,
and got him brought back with his elephant. On his. being
come, the Vezir got upon the same elephant, and sent a general
order throughout the army to kill and plunder the men of the
Brigade Sin, wherever they might be found. In an instant, those
numerous hungry Rohillahs of Nedjib-qhan, who as well as the
other troops, waited only for the order, fell upon them, and made
them disappear from the camp,—men, horses, tents, and all. The
troops continued plundering and massacring the whole night.
Some few, who threw themselves instantly upon their naked
horses and fled, escaped alive ; the rest were all put to the sword.
Nor could a single man of them be heard of afterwards.

(243) The Turkish language, which is the language of Government all over
Persia, is only a curiosity in Hindostan, where the Persian is the language of Govern-
ment; nevertheless the Princes of the Timur family make it a point to speak it, as do
most of their Ministers. Here, the message being addressed to a Brigade, composed
almost intirely of Eusbeg Turks, or Tatars, was with great propriety delivered in
the Turkish language. .

(244) We have been obliged to coin a couple of words here, in order to translate,
withoutalong eireumlocution, two Hindoetani expressions‘ H The Hindustani ideas
difier so widely from the European nations, that these would not eante be
Areai-cup-bearers to the Emperoref Germany, orgivethe shift to the King d
Francs, and would think themselves polluted by giving him water to-wash hb
lllldifliilhptidfi in sittlnginthe Qbsvvass,thst|-I.inIno\latlng‘50lIllllll¢Ol¢i
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As soon as this execution was over, the Vezir who had

taken umbrage at the Emperor's supineness on this occasion,
returned to the city, where having recruited his troops and stores,
and left the Emperor in the hands of some trusty friends of his
own, he took with him the lmperial Prince Aaly-goher, (now
reigning under the name of Shah-Alem,) and marched towards
Labor, resolved to re-annex those countries to the Empire of
Hindostan. This Minister, who was naturally impetuous and
fond of dispatch, and had also a knack at sowing troubles and
raising disturbances, set out with a numerousarmy, in which he
had taken care to have all the Grandees of the Court, as well as
the Prince Aaly-goher, and he seemed to be only hunting by
the way, but yet was shortening his distance every day; and
meanwhile he had managed in such a manner, as to have gained
over to his party the famous Adina-beg-qhan. He was already
arrived at Lodiana, within, fifty cosses of Lahor, when being
thoroughly satisfied with that man’s fidelity, he by his advice
sent to Lahor a body of troops, under the command of Séyd
Djemil-eddin, who was likewise entrusted with a letter and a
message to the Begum, relict of Mir-mann8,his uncle. He request-
ed she might vouchsafe to send him her daughter, a Princess
betrothed to him long ago. The Begum, pleased with the re-
quest, sent her daughter with great pomp and magnificence,
gave hera suitable dowry in jewels and money, and got her
accompanied by a full household of eunuchs, tents, and every
requisite for a voyage. ' The Vezir on his side sent his own
uncle at the head of a large body of horse, and a cortege of

or nearly so, and in handling the fly-driver, due. For the person sitting in the Qhav-
val, is always second to him that sits in the fore part of the Haodah ; he is his
Divan, and the fly-driver, or'Moor-chull, is the characteristic insignia oi his office;
and were the Emperor to come in Bengal, and the English Company, as Divans of
that country, to be represented by one man, the Qhavvas and Moor-chul would
become the latter's right and duty. The Moor-chuli is made in the form of a long
broom, composed of Peacock’: feathers, artfully put up, and resting in a long
handle studded with jewels. The Qhavvass is the third or fourth part of the Haodah,
from which it is always parted by a board, and has just room enough to afford a
scanty space to one single man, so that the elephants mentioned in the jew books,
and in the Greek histories of the times of Cosro, must have been animals of another
breed. The biggest elephant, we have seen in lndia, (and we have seen some
thousands} could not afford room to more than four fighting men, and that too
very scantily. __
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principal oliicers to receive her at a distance : and they brought
her to camp, pwhere a full household and a proper set of tents
had been provided for her reception, and where she was visited
by her husband’s' aunt. The Princess's mother being by this
time perfectly well pleased with heir match, and quite easy in-
-hcr mind, the Vezir dispatched Ybad-ollah-qhan, the Cashmirian,
a trusty Commander of_his, witha number of good troops, together
with Séyd Djemil-eddin himself, who had orders to join by the way
some cavalry of gAdina-beg-qhan’s. The distance was of forty
or fifty cosses(245), (a hundred and twenty miles) ; and all this
being gone over in one day and night, without hardly stopping
to take breath, at day-break they got within Lahor; and-going
to the Palace where the old Princess was yet asleep, and un-
suspicious of what was managed, they sent eunuchs to wake her,
and putting her in a close chair, they carried her to their camp,
without Lahor; from whence, after taking one day to refresh,
they returned to the Vezir, encamped at Lodiana. This Minister
no sooner saw her alight, than he paid her a respectful visit and
asked her forgiveness ; and after giving the Government of
Lahor and M8ltan to Adina-beg-qhan, under a clear rent of
‘thirty lacs a year, he returned towards the Capital, seemingly
happy and satisfied with the success of his journey. But the old
Princess was extremely angry and uneasy all the way, giving
abusive language to her guards, and making nothing of crying
aloud, both to them and to their master, “ Thatithe indecent and
“unjust manner with which she had been used, would end in an
" infinity of troubles that would at last ruin his family, and the
“ Capital itself; that the families of the highest nobility, involved
“lin one comnfoh ruin with the poorest citizens, would experience
“ merciless pillaging, and rapes. and disgraccs innumerable ; that
“ the Empire, as well at Capital, would be overset and ruined»
‘F and know, (would she add crying with all her might,) that all
“this is not far oli. You shall see the Abdali-king in this Capital
?‘ within six or seven months. Look, he is coming! All the
"noble families, ancient or modern, will be involved in one
“ common massacre; no Sheh, no Séyd, be spared; all, hll
“ slaughtered l " And, in fact, matters came to pass just as the
old woman had_said. 7 ' ‘ _ _ . .. 1

(=45) The sums‘ eons uiim Geomatrl0al_lailal. """' h
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' ‘The Abdali-king, informed of the Vezir's insolence, and of
the liberties he had taken with Mir-mann8's relict, flew to Lahor
with -the wings of resentment and celerity; but Adina-beg-qhan,
who did not think himself a match for him, fled for shelter to the
desert tract of Hansi, where he took up his residence in a fortress
of diflicult access, especially for want of water. The Vezir, on the
other hand, conceiving fears for his own life, brought his new
consort to Mir-mann8’s widow, entrusted her person to her pro-
tection, and by dint of entreaties and submissions, made his
peace with her. For the Abdali-king, who was flying on the
wings of resentment and rapidity, was already at twenty cosses
from the Capital of the Empire; and the Vezir disconcerted by
so inuch expedition, saw no "other party left to him, but that of
submission, and going to the Abdali camp, he presented himself
before that Monarch. The latter at first reprimanded him severely;
but hisicause being pleaded both by Mir-mann8’s Begum, and by
Shah _Veli-qhan, the Abdali Vezir, who had been gained, the
Monarch readily forgave him, and afterwards continued him in his
oflice of Vezir. Nevertheless, on the seventh of the first Djemadi,
of the year 1170. being a Friday, he quitted his encampment
andentered the Citadel of Shah-djehan-abad, where he had an
interview with the Emperor Alemghir the Second. From that day
his people fell a plundering and sacking so mercilessly, and they
went on dragging away people's wives and daughters with so
much cruelty, that numbers overborne by the delicacy of their
feelings, rather than to fall in such abominable hands, made away
with themselves(246) ; and God only, knows the number and

I ,

(246) To men accustomed to the mildness of the European Governments,
the Turkish one appears It is nevertheless a mild one, when compared
to the Government experienced by the "er-sians these eighty years. Making a
garden oi men, as they term it, that ls, burying a couple of hundred of living men
lathe ground, some in an inverted position, with only their thighs and legs out, and
some with only their heads and arms, all the while exposed to a raging sun, is no
new, no uncommon practice. Shutting women in bags, and then beating them with
lhb, or pricking them with awls, at stated times, until their fathers or husbands,
led into Tarky or into‘ India, should send up such a sum of money, is a very
geranien expedient. But Persians themselves are a civilised people, when oom-
_p_spedte_the_Afgh_ans of Candahar. In no pm of the world is hnman nature so

ontnged;—'l‘heir method of carrying away alnaleprisoneristhis,
wonldnss-ittoarryanoaonanass. Theyborea

ssrnrkshle is it, and p-nfa
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quality of all the violences exercised for a month together in that
iii-fated city. The late Vezir Camer-eddin-qhan’s Palace and ser-
aglio were rifled of every thing; and few houses of the.nobility
and better sort escaped a complete ruin and pollution. It was in
the middle of so much violence and misery, that the Abdali-king
betook himself to an alliance of his family with that of Babr. He
married his son, Timur-Shah, to a daughter of Yz-eddin, brother
to the reigning Emperor. But after having leisurely plundered
that rich city for thirty days together, he sent Djehan-qhan, a
Commander of character, to chastise S8r8dj-mull, the Djatt, and
he followed himself the next day. This was the fifth time-the
Abdali-king had come into Hindostan. The Vezir Umad-el-mulk,
having of his own motion accompanied Djehan-qhan, and proved
of very great service to that General, received the Abdali-
king’s approbation and applause; but mention having been‘
made by his Ministers of a present which that Monarch ex-
pected, Umad-el-muik answered, that if they would give him
thong or rope through it, make the end of -it fast to their saddle, and than mount
and trot away. lf the prisoner cannot follow at the rate of 30 or 40, 50 or 60
miles a day, he is instantly killed. Antyphysicians of the first rate, no boy, no
young man, of even twenty, can escape them; and when disputes arise al!out_ a
prize, the whole is pacified, by cutting down the prize. The women, abused by
them in an abominable manner, fled from them, and always preferred a well, to an
Afghan. Girls of twelve and fourteen have become unmarriageable in their dia-
aholieal hands. And‘ we have seen a lady, who rather than submit to such an em-
brace, fought the Afghan rolutely, although unarmed. He lifted his sabre,and
was going to cut her down, when she presented her arm loaded with one of those
enormous bracelets, invented by necessity, of rem poundsweight afgold, and received
the stroke upon the gold, whilst she struelr the man with the other bracelet, and
made him bleed; another stroke, another parade, and another heavy blow; a third 3
and the poor woman fatigued, wounded, and spent, was going to fall. Nothing
but a miracle could save her, and a miracle was, in fact, wrought instantly. - At the
moment of the third stroke, a Persian, one of the Cuaaeibash guards, hastening
his pace, cried out: In the ssqwsc of God, wrest eserrifisl I and with one blow made
the ‘Afghan’s head fly off from his shoulders. The poor woman, who had. never
haan out of her house, and had never set a foot’ upon a street, marched on, 'wit_ho\st
knowing whither she went, and in the evening, she was luelry enough to difficu-
husband and family, at full twelve cosses from that fatal street. We have spoib
to the lady; she is at Lucknow, a Catrani by clan. leisure discs Au Af-
ghan's method. of clearing himself, is a very plain one, as the:-jsommon soldiers wear
nothing but f_eIta, and go on with them for five years togdher. He lights up a Ira,
seesaw overlt, and keepahia bodyanrl ahomlnableclofllfl in e sarni-eisealarmethia»
Irons right to left,andfromlefttorlght. Noraretheirofiears much eleanc. This
hsassisaadeye-hrowsswermwithvesasiqaswellas-thelrsoldiers. v
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one of the Tirnurian Princes, with an army of Abdalies, and full
power to carry it-wherever he should think proper, especially in
the country of Antebbid, (that is, the tract betwixt the two rivers
of Djumna and Ganga) he would undertake to bring an
immense sum into the Royal Treasury. The proposal being
agreed to, two Imperial Princes were sent for from the Capital,
and put into his hands. The one was Hedaiet-baqhsh, son to
Alemghir the second ; and the other, his son-in-law, Mirza-babr,
son to his brother, Yz-eddin ; and to these was joined a body of
Abdalies, under the command of Djan-baz-qhan. i

We have already observed that Umad,-el-mull: had conceiv-
ed a violent aversion against Ab8l-mans8r-qhan and his family,
which last he had resolved to tear:up by the root. Availing him-
self of the Abdali-king's covetousness, he, under pretence of
raising immense contributions in the country of Anter-bid, or
D6-ab(247), marched westward with an armyof D8rrani-Abdalies,
but with not one of the necessaries for making a campaign.
Being arrived in the neighbourhood of Feroh-abad, he was met
by Ahmed-qhan-bangash, who after paying his respects to both
the lmperial Princes and the Vezir, presented them all three
with'a complete equipage, consisting of tents, elephants, horses,
camels, and every other necessary, and moreover added a body
of Afghans to the Vezir's army. The latter being now at his ease,
and reinforced by a good body of troops, crossed the Ganga,
and took the road of A8d. This invasion, however, did not dis-
may or intimidate Shudjah-ed-dowlah, who came out of his
Capital with a well appointed army, and encamped at Sandi-
pai, the last place of his dominions ; where some skirmishes
took place betwixt the runners of the two vanguards. Saad-
ollah-qhan, who was son to.the late Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah,
having offered his mediation, an agreement took place, under
stipulation of a sum of five lacs of rupees, partly in hand, and
partly payable by instalments. This negotiation, in which Saad-
ollah-qhan exerted himself zealously for his friend, Shudjah-ed-
dowlah, and proved of great service to both parties, totally dis-
appointed Umad-el-mullr, who hoped for great broils and a
battle, and was obliged to re'pass the Ganga, and to encamp at
Fieroh-abad again, in expectation of -what the Abdali-king would
" (sq) Di-petunia wouldbsthstraaslatloaoltbdeompouadwenl. '
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do with the. Djatts. It was the seventh of Shev-‘val, in the
year n7o. .

The King had marched to Belem-gur, a fortress of his, at-
fifteen cosses from Shah-djehan-abad, and having taken it in
three days by dint of cannon-ball and bombs, he put to the
sword every man in the garrison. Proceeding from thence :to
Mahtra, which is a famous place of worship for the Hindoos,
he gave his Van to Djehan-qhan, recommending dispatch to
that General. The latter spurred his horse, and arriving un-
expectedly in a holiday, he ruined effectually that rich city; his
soldiers plundering, burning, and destroying everything they
met, and carrying into captivity vast numbers of the consorts
and children ofthe best families amongst the wretched citizens;
an execution that struck such a terror throughout the country,
that all the inhabitants quitted their habitations, and retired
within their fortresses and strongholds. Meanwhile the Abdali-
king advanced as far as Acbar-abad, but here he found some
resistance. Mirza-seif-ollah-beg, who commanded from a long
series of years in the citadel of that city, refused to submit, and
fired his cannon to so good a purpose, that no Abdali chose
to abide its reach. Djehan-qhan, meanwhile, was busy in
taking one after another the Djatt fortresses, when at once a
-mortality broke out amongst the Abdalies which swept their
people,in such vast numbers, as disabled their King from prose-
-cuting‘ his designs. Submitting therefore to his destiny, he recalled
his troops from the Djatt country, and" commenced his march to
his own dominions. Beingarrived at the Reservoir of Macsood-
abad, which is on the same line with Shah-djehan-abad, he‘ was
visited b/y Alemghir the Second, who wished him prosperous
-return, and much complained of Umad-el-mullr. The Risdali-king
‘paid a regard to his grievances by conferring the ossice f “ Prince
~of Princes " on Nedjib-qhan, now Nedjiked-dowlah; then,pre-
‘sent, and by recommendingto his care the Emperor and his family.
' And this naturally brings to our recollection that -afterfthe
‘confinement of Ahmed-shah, and the accession :_of Alemghir the
Second, dissensionshad arisen very high between’ Umad-el-lnullr,
the Vezir, on one hand, and.the two relicts of Mahmed-shah, on
the other. These were Maleca-z_einani, daughter to Feroh-synrand
Sahabsqnahal, bothrelsted to, and ma “mmof, llahnledlshsh.
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That Prince had from this second consort a daughter of great
beauty, who had been the darling of her father's heart. These
two Princesses, mindful of having seen the honour of the
Empire trodden under by the Marhattas, and fired with indig-
nation at finding themselves, in every matter, at the mercy of
Umad-el-mulk, resolved to quit a country where every thing went
to wreck: and they sent a message to the Abdali-king, claim-
ing his protection, as being both so nearly related to Mahmed-
shah and to him. The Abdali-king, who thought himself much
honoured by such a request, and hoped to be applauded by
posterity, sent for the daughter which he himself married, and
he gave the two other Empresses a separate encampment in
his camp; after which he marched to Lahor. His son, Tim8r-
shah, coming to join him in his way, he appointed the young
Prince Governor of Pendjab, M8ltan, and Tatta, gave him
Djehan-qhan for Commandant of the troops, and turning towards
his own dominions, he arrived by continued marches at Cab8l,
and then at Candahar, where we shall leave him for a while, in
order to take breath, and to afford ourselves time to cast a look
at the affairs of Decan. '

Moosber-Bussy commanded the body of French that had
ta-ken service with Hedaiet-muhi-eddin-qhan-Muzaafer-djung,
and had attached himself to Nizam-el-mulk’s family. This officer
availed himself so well of the credit which his post gave him,
that he became extremely powerful throughout the Decan. When
became tornbtain the countries of Sicacol and Radjgbenderi, &c.,
for his Djaghir, his‘ influence rose so high, that every affair
passed through his ‘hands, and he governed with an absolute
siway(248) ; he was decorated with the surname of Séif-el-mulk,

' (248) If any one ‘has seen M. de Hussy, and Colonel Clive, or Governor
lHsstings.,in the heighth of their power and influence, he may have taken from
those two or three individuals s pretty good ides of the different geniuses of the
French and English nations. M. dc Bussy always wore (in 1750 and 1755) em-
broidered clothes or brocade, with an embroidered hat, and, in days of ceremony,
-embroidered shoes of black velvet. He was seen in an immense tent, full suflicisnt
for six hundred men, of about thirty feet in elevation. At one end of this tent he
sat ouan arm-chair, embroidered with his King's arms, placed upon sn elevation,
which .lsst was covered by s crimson carpet of embroidered velvet. At his right
and left, but~upon bselr chairs only, sat a dozen of his oflicers; over against him,
‘his French guard, on horse-back, and behind thee, his Turkish guards. His table,
always in plate, was served with three, oftsuwithfour services. To this Frsseh

, 4s ' ‘
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or “ Sword of the State,“ and the, title‘ of Umdut-el-mullt, or the
“ Greatest of the Kingdom.” This General had given so great
a sway in all his affairs, public or private, to I-iaider-djung, a
nobleman of those countries, that the latter came in fact to
govern the six Soobahdaries of Decan. But the English struck
with this flow of prosperty amongst the French, resolved to come
in for a share of the good things and conquests of India; and
with that view they joined Mahmed-aaly-qhan, son to Anvar-
eddin-qhan of Gopa-ma8, under whose name they possessed
themselves of some Districts of the Province of Arcat. M8sher-
Bussy, meanwhile, taking umbrage at Roc8n-ed-d6wlah’s ad-
ministration, got him dismissed from his oflice of Prime Minister,
which he dbtained for Shah-nevaz-qhan, a nobleman with whom
he had connections. This Minister, in the four years which his
administration lasted, governed with so much vigour and pru-
dence, that the Marhattas never thought of quitting their frontiers.
It is he that drew from inaction and obscurity the two Princes,
Mir Nizam-aaly and Mir Maliammed-sherif, younger brothers to
Selabet-djung, two young men who hitherto had both lived in
their elder’s Palace. This was in the year I 169. Mir Nizam-
aaly (who now governs the Decan as Sovereign,) was decorated
with the surname of the second Asef-dja, and sent to govern the
Barar; and Mir Mushref, after having been successively decorat-
ed wii-‘1 the title sof Shudjah-el-mulk, and Burhan-el-mulk, or the

magnificence, he added all the parade and pageant of Hindoostany manners and
customs: a numerous set of tents; a pish-qhana ; always on elephant himself, as
were all his oflicers. He was preceded by chopdars on horse-back, and by a set of
musicians singing his feats of chivalry, with always two head-chopdars reciting his
eulogium. Colonel Clive always wore his regimentals in the field, was always on
horse-back, and never rode in a palanquin; he had a plentiful table, but noways
delicate, and never more than two services. He used to march mostly at the head
of the column, with his Aid-de-camps, or was hunting at the right and left. He
never were silks, but in town. Governor Hastings always wore a plain coat of
English broad-cloth, and never anything like lace or embroidery. His whole
retinue, a dozen of horse-guards ; he had two chopdars, always ready to pronounce
his eulogium, but, ho\vever,- without his ever so much as-suspecting their talent,
for full twelve years together; and he departed for Europe; without so much as
knowing thosemen as orators. His throne, a plain chair of mahogany, with plenty
at such thrones in the hall; his table, sometimes neglected; his diet sparing,“ and
always abstemious = his address and deportment, very distant from pride, and still
more so, from familiarity.
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“ Valorous and impetuous of the State,” was sent to govern the
Kingdom of Bidjapoor; and both brothers departed to their
respective stations‘; But in the very next year the oiiice of first
Minister was taken from Shah-nevaz-qhan, and bestowed on
Mir Mushref, who came from Bidjapoor to receive it. However
he did not enjoy it; for his brother, Nizam-aaly, having marched
to Aordng-abad with a good army, requested his younger brother
to take some repose, and assuming at the same time his ofiice
of Prime Minister, he became the centre of all affairs, and even
changed his younger brother's title‘ into that which had been
formerly the title of their common father.

It was in this same year that Baladji-riio, the Marhatta,
advanced upon the frontiers of Aoreng-abad, with intention to
avail himself of the rising broils, so as to have a pretence for
quarreling. But the conjunctures upon which he had reckoned
had already ceased; and Nizam-aaly, having left his apparent
Lord, Selabet-djung, to defend the city of Aoreng-abad, came
out himself with his brother, Mir-mushref, and advanced upon
Baladji-réio, whom he lead beating, as far as Sund-gur, which is
at thirty cosses from Aoreng-abad ; but there he thought proper
to come to an accommodation in which he consented to give
Baladji-rfio throughout all Decan, a Djaghir of thirty-seven lacs
of rupees. After this he returned to Aoreng-abad. But M8shur
Bussy, who commanded an independent body of troops, having
taken umbrage at this absolutelauthority assumed by Nizam-
aaly, conceived the design of breaking his rising power (although
in fact he only accelerated the ruin of Nizam-el-mulk’s family),
as he conceived that so long as Nizam-aaly should be at the head
of so great a force, the influence of the French would become
only a secondary object. “By the means of some underhand
management, conducted by Haider-djung, who, as we have said,
was everything in his alfairs, he debauched from Nizam-aaly’s
service his best oilicers, and amongst others Hibrahim-qhan,
the Gardi(z49), an officer of character, attached this longwhile

(249) Hibrahirn-qhan-gardi was a very thin blaclr man, much pitted with the
small-pox, who had in times of yore ran with a stick in his hand before Mr. de
Burfs paisahin, Major of the place at Pondieherry. As he spoke a little Portuguese,
the Major put him amongst the Sepahies whom he was raising, and whose language
he could not understand. Hibrahirn rose in time to be a Comrnedan, or Commandant,
that is, to have a couple of thousand Sepahies, and a couple of hundred horses
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to that young Prince, whom he served with a body of his own
troops. He debauched in the same manner some other Com-
manders and troops,~ which he took in his own service, making
good from his own treasury eight lacs of rupees, which were due
to them by Nizam-aaly upon their arrears. By such an artful
management he reduced the young Prince to the condition of a
‘bird which has lost its feathers. He at the same time laid hold
of Shah-nevaz-qhan, and got him confined. Being now satisfied
on those two important articles, he conceived a third scheme,
which was that of confining Nizam-aaiy in the fortress of Gol.
condah, under pretence of carrying him to Haider-abad, and
giving him the government of that Province ; which removal
once efiected, he conceived that he should remain master of the
Government to all intents and purposes. This scheme was laid
with great secrecy ; but Nizam-aaly having by dint of penetra-
tion guessed the whole of its drift, he resolved to be beforehand
with M8shur Bussy, by killing his Minister, Haider-djung. Hav-
ing imparted his design to a few trusty persons, he fixed on the
third of Ramazan, in the year 1:71, for its execution. That very
day Haider-djung was coming to Nizam-aaly’s quarters for some
business, and having observed some movements that did not
please him, he wanted to go back, when he was set uporrin-
stantiy and had his throat cut in a moment. Nizam-aaiy after
striking» such a blow, threw himself upon a horse, and fairly
'""-."-»‘--'- 1'31 ! =~;1»~; the whole French army with their artillery, in
....-.1... oi .»..LLn;, smmiing astonished and dismayed, as if they had
been an army of statues and pictures, set upright in a plain.
This was a daring intrepid action, that equalled any thing done
by Rustem or ispent-yar(25o), and where it seemed that
under his command. He soon became independent of his benefactors, as did in time
ail the cemmandants in the French service, who allowed them such a number of
horse and foot under their command as rendered them proud. The French are the
first who raised Sepahies in India, that is, who gave muskets and bayonets to the
country-niusketeers ; but whoever should conclude from the name that they were
anythingoomparable to the English Sepahia of our days, would commit an enormous
mistake. The French could neither change their dress, or cloth them uniformly, or
keep their arms in order. or punish them, or prevent their firing away their ammu-
nition at the new moon, or pay them themselves, orbring ‘lthein under the least
estraint or discipline. They were arabbie with immense tnrbants, and immense
trowsers, with muskets so ill used, thstnot one in twenty was in order. I .'

(ago) Two tarnous heroes of the ancient Persian I-iistory.—Su tlu Shnasusb,
an Heroic Persian Puss, of sixty tlmssersd dislicks. .
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Mooshur-Bussy, and all his officers were out of their senses. In
this confusion, some of Haider-djungfs people ran to Shah-nevaz-
qhan, andhis son, Mir Abdol-nebi-qhan, and put them both|to death,
together with another ‘nobleman of consequence, called Amin-
ed-dowlah. The tumult being over, Selabet-djung, Mir Mushref,
and Mooshur-Bussy, returned to Haider-abad. As to Nizam-aaly,
he took to the road of B8rhanp8r, found means to regain his-
old servant, Hibrahim-qhan-gardi; and after that action, he
marched with him in that city, where they put under contribution
the rich men of the country, and amongst others Mahmed-anvar-
qhan, the B8rhan-p8rian. This nobleman had acted asmediator
in the treaty which had once taken place between the Marhatta
General, Sancradji-malhar, and the Viceroy, I-lossein-aaly-qhan;
by which the latter had consented to pay the Marhattas, a Ch68t,
or a tribute. This nobleman incensed to find himself so torment-
ed for money, said farewell to his own existence, and was buried
in the Garden of Shah-yssa, alias Djund-allah. These contribu-
tions having put it in Nizam-aaly’s power to raise a good body
of troops, he marched from B8rhanp8r, and took up his quarters
at i_3assem, a principal town of the dependencies of Barar.
There he had-many disputes and several engagements with the
Mucasdar, or Marhatta Governor of that Province, who was
Djano-dji, son to Ragho-dji-bhosselah, with whom he at last con-
cluded an agreement. After this he marched to l-iaider-abad,
where great disputes and dissensions arose between the three
brothers._ At last it was agreed that Selabet-djung and Nizam-
aaly should remain and live together; but that Mir Mushref
should immediately proceed to his Government of Bidjapoor.

I Whilst the brothers were disputing amongst themselves,
Seda-shi8, a relation of the Marhatta Baladji-réio, intrigued so
well with the Governor of Ahmed-nagur, that this fortress, once
the Capital of the Kings of Nizam-shah‘s family,—that fortress
which had cost so much time and trouble to Abdol-rahim-qhan,
the General of the Imperial Prince Soltan-danial, and which
since Soltan-acbar-shah’s reign, had always been in the pos.
session of its particular Governors, was surrendered in a day,
and became annexed to the Marhatta Empire. This city and
fortress had been built in the year nine hundred by Ahmed.
aisam-shah, King of Bidjapoor, who gave it his own name. He

~
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built the city in two years, and it afforded a fine prospect. Two
years after, having found a proper opportunity, he built the
fortress, likewise, making up the walls with clay and stone, and
it continued in the hands of his successors, when in the year
rogo it fell in the hands of the Emperors of the House of Babr,
in whose power it remained, until it passed to the Marhatta
Empire, in the year r173.

it was about this time that broils having arisen between the
English and French, the latterabandoned Selabet-djung’s service,
and returned to the centre of their dominions, P8lcherry. From
that moment Selabet-djung’s preponderance seemed to verge to
its ruin; and his national enemies having conceived high-flown
designs, they aimed not only at reducing his person to nothing,
but likewise at snatching from Nizam-el-mulk’s family, all the
dominions of Decan. They even engaged Hibrahim-qhan-gardi
to take service with them ; a man from the dregs of the people,
who having served for a. length of time under the French, and
learned their way of managing their cannon and musketry, was
actually at the head of a body of such musketeers, and such an
artillery of his own, that made him courted by all parties. He
was now gone to P8nah, in company with Seda-sy8 ; but it
was not for any length of time. The twenty-second of the month
of Djemady in the same year, he came out of P8nah in con-
junctiori with the Marhatta army, which encountered the two
brothers, Selabet-djung and Nizam-aaly, in the territory of Bdghir.
Unfortunately for them they had but seven thousand horse with
them at that moment, having parted from their main some hours
ago. The Marhattas had sixty thousand cavalry. The two
brothers _wanted to march forwards in order to effect a junction
with those of their troops that. had remained at Dehaver; but
this was opposed by the Marhattas, who, although they have no
other way of fighting than that of repeated skirmishes, and no
other industry than that of distressing the enemy for wantof
forage, victuals, water, and other necessaries, nevertheless
availed themselves of so marked a superiorityogi their side, and
made nothing of engaging nearer, and of comiiig to hand-blows
with their long swords andiishort spears. So that the Hindoo-
stanies had no other resource, but that of marching slowly in a.
body surrounded by their cannon. But even this resource failed
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them. Their artillery was heavy and unmanageable, whereas the
Marhattas had now in the Sepahies of Hibrahim-qhan a body of
musketry always ready to oppose the enemy's march, and in
his cannon, which was much lighter and better mounted, an
expeditious artillery, which advanced and wheeled round just as
the managers pleased. The two brothers laboured likewise
under a further disadvantage. As their troops marched in a body
together, the enemy's cannon never failed to send amongst them
some balls that always did some havock ; whereas the Marhattas
marching in small dispersed troops, were seldom struck by any
cannon, or if struck, received but little damage; and when upon
a halt they were attacked by the Hindoostanies, they always
found in the quickness of Hibrahim-gardie’s fire, a sure resource
for repelling the enemy. In consequence of all these disadvan-
tages the two brothers lost in their retreat a number of men.
Nevertheless, the sixth day of march, they found an opportunity of
coming to hand-blows with the enemy, especially with Hibrahim-
qhan’s people; and falling amongst them, sword in hand, they
made a great slaughter, and took eleven colours from the
latter; and in this manner they continued their march, as far as
the Fortress of Héiosah, which is only at ten cosses from Dehaver.
The Marhattas conceiving that, if once a junction was effected
between the two brothers, they would prove an undermatch,
resolved to make a last effort to prevent it. With forty-thousand
horse they attacked Selabet-djung’s van, which consisted of no
more than three thousand, and aftera sharp action, they de-
stroyed it_ totally. This check, by humbling the family of Nizam-
el-mulk, prepared its ruin ; and the two- brothers, finding that a
iunction was impossible, thought only of an accommodation,
and it was concluded in such terms as proved only the seed of
future mi_schiefs'_ and disputes. The Marhattas by this peace
obtained, under the name of Djaghir, the cession of a country
of sixty lacs a year. It consisted of the territory of Aoreng-
abad, (that city excepted,)and the Districts of Houily, Hursool,
and Setrah. The remainder was made up with the Provinces
of Beder and Bidjapoor, as well as with the Fortresses of D68let-
abad, Assir, -and Bidjapoor, places of consequence, that had
been anciently thh Capitals of so many powerful Kingdoms, and
bad cost so much blood and treasure. These latter lands served
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for demesnes to the two brothers, and had hitherto afforded
appanages and a plentiful subsistence to a number of mansob-
dars, and oflicers, and _noblemen of high rank; who being now
deprived of such a certain livelihood, were reduced as low as their
Sovereigns and Lords, the Prince of Princes of the house of
Nizam-el-mulk. Nor did anything remain to this family, but the
Province of Haider-abad, with some Districts of that of Barar and
Bidjap8r, and a small portion of that of Beder ; and even this did
not remain to them without being saddled with a ch68t(251), a
slight tribute imposed by the victors, which did not amount to
a quarter oi the real revenue, but which they never fail to im.
prove and to nurse up, as soon as they have committed the
young plant to the ground. Nevertheles, in spite of so many
disgraces the project of the enemies of that illustrious family
did - not take place, and it continued to enjoy dominion and
sovereignty in Decan. But as we have just been mentioning the
name of the three fortresses, as having been the Capitals of so
many powerful Kingdoms, we imagine that some account of
them may prove acceptable to our readers.

Ram-de8, Radja of D68iet-abad, then called De8gar, having
been vanquished by Soltan-ala-eddin-qhlidji, redeemed his ‘life
by presenting that Prince with an immense sum of money(:5s),
andwith a variety of costly presents and curious stuffs. It was
in the yea; six hundred and ninty-five of the I-iedjrah. But in
the year seven hundred and seven, the Radja having been again
vanquished and subdued by Meleck Caf8r, an l-iabeshinian slave,
which the conqueror had left in those parts as his Naib, or
Deputy, the Gentoo Prince thought proper to follow him to Delhi,
where he was kindly received by Soltan-ala-eddin-qhlidji,"Who

(25!) One-quarter of the revenue ot'_the country.
(252) There isan lndien Proverb, that runs in these words .-—1‘ln'e he Redjnkfir

house ,- enybu qfieid gfuantingjbr Pearle I '
India, in fact is the sink of all the treasures the world, and so early lathe

times of the Romans, it received’ two millions sterling a year tron: them, and itrhel
continued ever since to swallow all the sliver and gold of theworld; hut all these
treasures are buried in the ground..- lteeeversl Prlnebsegndlneeat peace for
several generations together, and living meanwhile like lemony hennlts, had no
‘opportunities cl spending their and.they therefore kept them illwllfliil
and rich, ench as those found by tlIg_flr'l¢-
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honoured him with a sun-screen, or umbrella(253), and the title
of Ray-rfiyan, or Counsellor of Counsellors ; after which he
returned satisfied to D68let-abad, his Capital, and from that
moment he never thought of revolting against him, or of disput-
ing the orders sent him from Court. After his death, he was
succeeded by his son; but the Deputy Governor, Melee-caf8r, who
did not live upon such good terms with the son as he had done
with the iather, continued to make conquests on the young Prince,
and to deprive him of more territories, as far as the Carnatic.
He. even sent complaints against him to Court, and obtained
leave to strip him intirely of his dominions, and to annex them
to the Empire of the Qhlidji Emperors(254). The Deputy Gov-
ernor having obtained this consent, in the year seven hundred
and eleven, marched to De8gur, seized on the Gentoo Prince, put
him to death, and took possession of that fortress, which from
that day has remained in the hands of the Emperors of Hindo-
stan. But the Empire having passed, some centuries after, from
the Patans of the tribe of Qhlidji to_the Moghuls of the House of
Timur, the Emperor Shah-djehan, one of the most victorious of
Princes which this last family has ever produced, sent one of
his'Generals, who bore the title of “ Lord of Lords,” with orders
to recover the fortress from the Kings of Decan, who were then
the descendants of Nizam-shah ; and it remained from that time
under the power of the House of Timur, being governed by a
succession of Governors, independent of the Viceroys of the
province. Under the I-Iindoo Princes it had not that deep fossé
it has now; nor was it surrounded by a third enclosure, as it is
in our days; nor was it so strong as the Mussulman Princes have
since made it; and it'i_s Sultan-mahmed, son to Toghlyc-shah,
who changed its name into that of D68let-abad. He surrounded

, , , r ,

not the assertion corroborated by those immense riches found by Alexander in
several parts of the Persian dominions, and lately by Haider-aaly-qhan, in Syring_
patent, that Capital of onlya small Kingdom.

(253) We have observed, at the ceremony of Ahrned~ehah's inauguration, that
the umbrella is an insignia of Sovereignty.

(254) The Qhlldjlee as well as the Lofldies, were particular races of the Patans
that were settled in Hindostan long before Tirnur's arrival ; nor were those ‘Patans
any others than the Slab-pushes (the man in blue), that’ gave him so much trouble
in the mountains north of India; no: were Patans anything elaedblut the
Mtban.n.¢Iwr_¢¢.vI- - '
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it with a wall of squared stone, adorned it with noble buildings,
and he even had a mind to make it his residence and the Capital
of his dominions. For that purpose he unpeopled part of Delhi,
and transported its inhabitants to D68let-abad ; but his scheme,
did not prosper. It is~computed that this fortress fell into the
hands of the Marhattas, four hundred and sixty years after that
period.

As to the Fortress of Bidjapoor, it has been built by Y8s8f.
adel-shah, founder of a family of Kings who always bore the
same name. It was at first raised with mud ; but in the year 900,
he surrounded it with a wall of stone and mortar, and left it to
his descendants, in whose hands it continued until it was taken
from Sekander-adel-shah, the last of that family, by the victorious
arms of Aoreng-zib, in the year 1097. It fell in the hands of the
Marhattas about two hundred and sixty-seven years after its
building. The Governor surrendered it without saying a word;
but Séyd Nedjef-aaly-qhan, Governor of the Fortress of Assir,
who received a like order from Selabet-djung, refused to surrender
his fortress, and he supported a siege of a whole year, when
being reduced to extremity for want of victuals, he surrendered
it to the Marhattas upon terms. It was on the 12th of the second
Reby, in the year 1174.

, This Fortress of Assir is one of those built by Assa-ahir, who
gave it his own name, which word in process of time, has been
curtailed by the suppression of three letters, into that of Assir.
His name was really Assa, to which, in compliance with the
custom of India, they added that of his clan, which was that of
Ahir, a tribe that employ themselves solely on dairy business
and in attending black cattle. This Assa was a Zemindar of an
illustrious family of Qhandess, which had dwelt on that mountain
as well as commanded in that District, for seven hundred years
together, and they had raised a fort of rough stone and mud to
secure their herds and their riches. It came to Assa in that
condition. But as he was much richer and much more powerful
than his predecessors, he threw down the oldiwalls, and raised
a regular fortification of stone and lime, ujhiQ,l§,,,.became, very
strong, was conspicuousfrom afar, and came'l.l:"last to be called
by the name of Assa~ahir's ‘Fortress. It was snatched from his
hands by Nassur-qhan-faroolry. who in the year eight hundred
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and one assumed the crown, and set up a new Monarchy in the
Province of Qhandess, where he commanded as Governor. But
this fortress being nearly impregnable by open force, he made
use of the following stratagem : I-le sent word to Assa to
request his'giving an asylum to his children, consorts, and family,
as the Radja of Buglana, and the Radja of Antoor had joined
together, and were coming upon him (Nassyr-qhan) at the head
of a great army ; two Princes whom he would readily encounter,
as soon as his mind should be easy with respect to his family.
The Gentoo consented, and gave orders at the gate accordingly.
The day appointed, a number of covered chairs entered the fort.
They were full of Nassyr-qhan’s women, who had orders to treat
Assa’s women with the utmost civility, and with many presents,
whenever they should come to pay them a visit. They‘ came in
fact, and returned to their homes, perfectly satisfied with their
guests. The next day, an equal number of covered chairs came
in, and were admitted; but they contained two hundred of the
bravest men of Nassyr-qhan’s army. The Radja hearing that
these only were the Governor's consorts and daughters, where-
as the former were but his concubines, got up from his palace,
with his children, and went forward to welcome the new comers,
and to introduce them to their new lodgings; and he was re-
turning home, after having fulfilled that ofiice, when the men
in the mahafas, having assembled together, felt upon him, and
put him to the sword, with his children and retinue. The rest
of the garrison, frightened by this execution, asked for quarter,
and were permitted to retire out of the fortress. Nassyr-qhan,
informed of this, hastened thither with a body of troops with
which he put a garrison, into it; and it has remained since that
day in the possession of his descendants, until the reign of
Sultan-Acbar-shah,Emperor of Hindostan; when in the year
1009, it was taken from the last of them, Bahadyr, son to Radja-
aaly-qhan, and entrusted successively to a number of Governors,
independent of the Province. It was computed that about four
hundred and sixty years had elapsed betwixt Nassyr-qhan, and
the surrendering of this fortress to the Marhattas. It was in this
same year, 1174, that the English having taken from the French
the Fortress and Port of P8lcherry, after along siege, ruined
from the foundation both its fortifications and buildings. By a
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consequence of the same event the Provinces of Sicacol, Radj-
bcndery, and some others, that had been given in Djaghir to the
French, and which it was thought would never be recovered
from their hands," fell down of themselves at this time, and
returned to their former owners.

But this event, considerable as it was, proved of small con-
sequence, when compared to those that had at the same time
taken place in the Capital. We have already said something of
Nedjib-qhan, the Rohillah, who was a man of genius and valour,
and we have mentioned that having been, on account of the high
character he bore, invited over by the Vezir Umad-el-mulk,
whilst he was waging war with Ab8l-mans8r-qhan, he came soon
to be greatly esteemed, so as to rise to the highest influence
and dignities; and it was out of regard to that high character of
his, still more than for his being an Afghan and a countryman,
that the Abdaly Monarch had thought proper to recommend
him to the high dignity of “Prince of Princes.” Whilst this
high dignity was betowing at Delhi, the Vezir Umad-el-mulk
was waiting at Feroh-abad the issue of the Abdali-king's ex-
pedition; but he?-no sooner heard that he was returned to Can-
dahar, than thinking his honour concerned in not falling short
of that Monarch, he bestowed that high office on Ahmed-qhan-
bangash, just as the Monarch had bestowed it on Nedjib-qhan.
After that he returned to Shah-djehan-abad. In his way thither,
he efficted a junction with Ragonat-riio, a relation of Baladji-
r5.o's, as well as with the Marhatta General, Malhar-holcar, and
marched to that Capital, which he took; and having besieged
the citadel, nothing was seen for forty-five days together but
cannon-balls and rockets ; and both the Emperor Alemghir and
Nedjib-ed-dtiwlah, alias Nedjib-qhan, his Minister, were going
to fall in his hands, when the latter sent a mighty bribe to Malhar,
who from that moment assumed the character of mediator, and
proposed an accommodation. Meanwhile,having brought Nedj ib-
ed-dowlah from the citadel, with both his family, furniture, and
effects, he lodged him close to his own quarters. After which he
conveyed him to his own country, which is;oi_i;. the otherside of
th_eJ)jumna, and consists of the Districts of Soharenpoor, Chand-
poor, the whole territorybf Barr, and some other lands, like
Boodya, and Nedina. After this departure, Umad-el-mulls, who
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styled himself the Vezir, took possession of the administration of
what was still called the Empire, placed his own creatures in
it, and remained the sole disposer of affairs. But long before
the Vezir's arrival at the Capital, his intentions were so far mis-
trusted by the Emperor Alemghir and his Minister, Nedjib-ed-
ddwlah, that they had thought proper to send the lmperial Prince
out of town. This was Aaly-goher, who bore the same title
with his father. They gave him in appanage the Districts of
Hansi, Djudjar, Cher-radery, and some others that yet depended
on the Qhalissa, and they recommended to his care, to seem
busy only in settling the revenue of those Districts, and in bring-
ing them into order; but meanwhile to take possession of as
many more Districts as he could, in his right of presumptive
heir of the Empire, and virtual owner of that whole country.
They added, that he ought to employ those revenues in acquiring
friends, raising a good army, and keeping himself in readiness
to come to his father's assistance, whenever the Vezir Umad-
el-mulk should return to the Capital, and avail himself of the
two Imperial Princes in his power to excite troubles, and to give
vent to his own mischievous disposition. Whilst Aaly-goher
was preparing himself to go abroad, the Empress Zinet-mahal,
second consort to the reigning Emperor, who on the decease
of Aaly-goher's mother had conceived for him a motherly affec-
tion, willing to render him a farewell service, sent for my father,
at the gate of the seraglio, with the Emperor's consent, and
there she appeared veiled in his presence; and after having
strongly recommended Aaly-goher’s education as well as his
person to his paternal care, she took the young Prince's hands
and put them in my. father's right hand. The young Prince,
after this tender scene, went out, and took up his residence at
the seat and garden of Tal-cat8rah, where he commenced as-
sembling forces, most of the braves residing in the city making
it 'a point to enlist under him: One of these was Mir-djaafer,
the Hindostani, who had with him a number of men that bore a
character both for bravery and fidelity. Ozm-aaly-qhan was
another nobleman ‘of the same family, with the late Hussein.
aaly-qhan, and like him devoted to the service of an Imperial»
Prince,as we shall some day mention, if it pleases God. But
-as bythis time the Vezir Umad-el-mull: had with the assistance
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of his Marhattas, made himself master of the Emperor’s person,
he forced the latter to send an order of recall to the Shah-zadah,
or Imperial Prince, and not satisfied with that, he supported
the letter by a General of his own, Seif-eddin-aaly-qhan, the
Cashmirian, at the head of ten thousand horse, and by a precise
order to bring the Prince back by every means in his power—
by persuasion, promises, intreaties, threats, and open force.
The Prince, sensible of his helpless situation, turned towards
the Capital, and he was setting out for it, when he was dis-
suaded by one of the Commanders that had come over with
Holcar-malhar to. the Vezir’s assistance, and had enabled him to
drive away Nedjib-ed-dowlah and to make himself master of the
Emperor's person. This was Atel-rao, who although intending
to follow the others into Decan, was yet encamped in the ter-
ritory of the Capital. This Commander, meeting the Shah-zadah
in his return thither, dissuaded him from going to the city, where
he represented the many dangers to which he would infallibly
be exposed, from the Vezir's omnipotence, fears, and cruelty;
and he proposed his rather continuing abroad, and taking pos-
session of the territories round the Capital, in which case,he
would serve the Prince with his person and troops. The latter
who wanted no better, and who augured well of such a proffer,
‘tiuitted the road he held, and joining Atel-réio, he crossed the
Djumna, and took possession of some Districts in the neighbour-
hood. The Vezir hearing of such a change, sent a secret message
to Atel-rao, and under promise of a great present, he wrought
so great an alteration in his mind, that the Marhatta commenced
advising the Prince to return to the Capital, and at the same
time parted company with him. The Prince obliged "to submit
to circumstances, returned to the city, and took up his abode
in Aaly-merdan-qhan’s Palace, whatever instances the Vezir
made for his residing within the Citadel. He. had but a small
number of friends with him, and but a small number of troops, as
all those of the latter description, who had. dwellings in the city»
had retired to their homes. The Vezir sensible of this, sent
him a message, requesting his being pleased dismiss all his
troops, as the treasury couldnot afford to pay for them ; else, he
advised that they should be sent to the Districts of the Prince's
appanage, as the only means to keep those Districts under
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order, and as the only method to pay those people the arrears
which they claimed. The Prince who saw the drift of the
g-message, but had no choice left, picked up a small number,
whom he desired to reside with him, and he sent the rest to the
territories pointed out.

The Prince being disarmed by this manoeuvre, the Vezir re-
mained inactivé for a fortnight; when one day, on pretence of
going to visit Shah-nizarn-eddin’s Monument, he assembled vast
number of armed men at his Palace gate, and at once sent ten
or twelve thousand of them to Aaly-merdan-qhan’s Palace, with
orders to besiege it, and to confine the Shah-zadah’s person.
The troops having in a short time bored holes through the walls,
penetrated within the outer courts, whilst others were getting
upon the terraces, and began firing so briskly that they soon
killed the greatest part of those who had shewed themselves from
within. Mir-djaafer-aalyand Ozm-aaly-iqhan, who saw all this,
and were ready armed, as well as the Prince, observed to him,
“ That it was better to make a fortie upon the enemy, and to
“ fight them manfully, as the consequence would be either to
“ perish bravely like men of honour and character, or to effect
“ an escape. That in the first case, they would jump at once into
“eternity, with their heads encircled by the Tulip garlands of
“martyrdom; and in the second, they would get rid of their
“ pursuers, and recover their liberty.” The Prince consented-
He had only a few men, with him, but these were determined and
resolute. Mounting their horses, they advanced to the back part
of the house, where there was a certain breach in the wall which
looked on the river ;- and falling unexpectedly upon the enemies,
sabre in hand, they in‘ a moment cut their passage through them,
strewing the ground with their dead. The Prince slew two men
with -his own hands, and he behaved throughout the whole action
with so much personal prowess and heroical conduct, that the
Cahremans and Heroes of old times would have bit the finger
of astonishment, had they been witness of his valiance. The
enemies ashamed to see their prey ready to escape, crowded after
them, and pursued hotly. _ In this extremity that intrepid troop
used to turn about, rush upon their pursuers, put the foremost
to flight, ltillsome of them, and then continue their route as
before ; and it was by such continual exertions that they cut their
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way towards Atel-rao, the Marhatta, who was encamped at Tila-
mahnoo. That General informed of what passed within sight
of his encampment, came out with a body of cavalry, and having
received the Prince with every mark of respect, he brought him
within his camp ; and as that Commander had been some time
ago a strenuous adviser of the Prince's repairing to the Capital,
so as in fact to oblige him to return thither, and had moreover
parted company with him, he now exerted himself in making an
apology for being in some measure the cause of the Prince's
danger. After that, he did every thing in his power to sooth
his mind; he then pitched a number of tents for him, and several
more for his men, with others apart for his wounded, of whom
he took great care, assisting with necessaries both these and the
others. During that trying retreat, the enemy pressed so hard,
that every one saw that the Prince was going to fall in their
hands or to be slain. In that citical moment, that would have
appalled a Rustem and a Sam (255), the illustrious Séyd, Olm-
aaly-qhan, with that daring courage hereditary in his family,
and that heroical valour which came to him from the founder of
his race, Aaly, the King of braves, turned about to the Prince,
and said, “ Prince, thou art destined to be one day a resource to
“ an infinity of people, and thy life is, therefore, more precious
"to-day than ours. Run then forwards and gain some distance,
“ and [will undertake meanwhile to stop the enemy, until thou
“ shalt have distanced him.” He said, and with a daringness the
more admirable, because of his youth, he turned about and fell
amongst the purfuers with such fury, that the sphere of heaven
stopped short to look at so much prowess; and when that young
hero fell at last, spent with the fatigue of the slaughter, its eyes
were seen to drop tears in great abundance(2_56). Atel-rao
having seen his guests refreshed and recovered, made a return
upon himself, and reflected that his masters in Decan might find
fault with himafor so openly espousing the interests of Uinad-el-
mulk’s enemies. He therefore thought proper to afford no more
a handle against himself, and he escorted the1Prince as far as

1 a a 5: »
(955) Two famous Heroes of tlseaneiant Persian History.
(:56) It appears from a relation of that retreat, by a dllerent hand, that those

alt I-Irons, already spent with fatigue, and fainting with heat, were suddenly
sdrsdsllbyasllgitshowardrall. - ' V -
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Feroh-abad, a place different from Bangashe's Capital. There
he was received by M8ssa-qhan, the Ball8ch(257), Zemindar of
that country, and son to Cam-car-qhan, who expressed great
respect for the Prince's person, pitied his situation, and made
him a present of three lacs of rupees. Atel-riio having seen his
Royal guest in a place of safety, took his leave, and returned.
The Prince quitting M8ssa-qhan’s country, advanced by C8ndj-
p8ra to Soharenp8r where he found Nedjib-ed-dowlah. The
latter entertained the Prince for eight months together, and
neglected nothing of what could conduce to alleviate his sorrows;
but a great Revolution having at that time taken place in Bengal,
where Mir-djaafer-qhan had possessed himselfof that country by
the assistance of the English, he advised the Prince to avail him-
self of that opportunity to shew his person in those regions, and
to try whether he could not take possession of them. By these
insinuations he freed himself honorably from a guest that was
likely to attract upon his person and country the whole weight
of Umad-el-mullk’s resentment. Having, therefore, presented
the Prince with as large a sum of money as he could afford, he
took his leave. The Prince having listened to that advice, left
at Mehranp8r both my father and Munnir-ed-dtiwlah, with
orders to assemble troops, and to prepare some artillery and
ammunition; and taking his leave of them,’ he marched by
Moorad-abad and Beréily with intention to repair to the country
of A8d. In his way thither he was entertained by Saad-ollah-
qhan, son to Aaly-mahmed-qhan-Rohillah, who exerted in pleas-
ing and assisting him. It was the ninth of the first Djemady in
the year I I71, when he arrived at Mohan, a town at seven cosses
distance from Lucknow. Shudjah-ed-diiwlah informed of the
Prince's circumstances andarrival, advanced to that town, paid
him his obeisance, presented him with a Nuzur of one hundred
and one Eshrefyes(258), and behaved himself in everything with
the utmost obsequiousness and respect; the moment after he
supplicated the Prince to accept a small present from him. It

(257) The Ball8che's are a ferocious people, inhabiting the south-east parts of
Persia, with the contiguous frontier of India. They have spread in the latter
country since Nadyr-shah's reign, and there is aquarter at Lucknow that bears
their name.

(258) The value of two Guineas each.
Y 47
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consisted in one lac of rupees in ready money, a table or qhoan
covered with jewels, several such tables covered with precious
stuffs, a set of tents,_utensils for all kind of ofiices, and a quantity
of arms. To these, he added two elephants with their covered and
shaded Amharies, and a Taht-revan, or moving throne, with ten
baggage-carts. The Prince having cast a glance at that offering
of Shudjah-ed-d6wlah's, invited him to a closet(259), where he
remained two hours with him, after which he dismissed him,
making him a present of the Turbant he wore, with his own
Serpitch and his own Paleky. From thence the Prince marched
to Ilah-abad, where having attached Mahmed-c8ly-qhan to his
cause, they marched together to Azim-abad, as we have mentioned
at length in our account of the affairs of Bengal. Whether
Shudjah-ed-dowlah would have followed the Prince, is not clear;
but at any rate he had at that time much business of his own.

We have already mentioned that the Vezir Ab8l-mans8r-
qhan, having got himself joined by a body of Marhattas, had
ruined the power of the Afghan, Ahmed-bangash, and had given
the country of Antervid, alias the D6-abah, to those people, for
the purpose of insuring their pay and arrears. The Marhattas
having extended their ravages throughout that country, had cast
their eyes on the neighbouringiprovince of A8d, and were biting
the finger of regret for not having yet attacked and seized that
fine region, as well as the rest of the Rohillah country. And they
were yet brooding on their grief, when Umad-el-mulk, who was
personally incensed against Nedjib-ed-dowlah, conceived the
design of ruining him intirely; but as in spite of the Abdali-
king’s countenance, he had ‘found means to drive him from the
oflice of Prince of Princes, so he expected that without being
apparently concerned in the matter himself, he would as easily
‘drive him from his principality, by committing him with the
Marhattas; his intention being to serve Shudjah-ed-dowlah in
the same manner, as soon as he had finished Nedjib-ed-dtiwlah.
Such a scheme having been soon guessed at, brought about an
union of concerns between those two Princes, equally threatened ;

-ix __

(259) The expression he made use of at that moment,1aii’4i which has remained
as etiquette ever after, was that of Biiai-navvab;,brother-Navvab, brother Deputy or
Lieutenant ; for the word Navvab is only the-‘ plural of the Arabic word Naib,
although it is used in India as a singular. '
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and here we must admire that Providence‘ which overset that well
concerted scheme by bringing friendship and union out of the
chaos of aversion and mutual mistrust, and could render the
Afghans, those inveterate enemies of Ab8l-mans8r-qhan and his
family, so many faithful assisters, and so many zealous well-
wishers of Shudjah-ed-d6wlah’s prosperity. It is true the latter
had cultivated a friendship with Nedjib-ed-diiwlah, and with the
several Princes of Aaly-mahmcd-Rohillah's family; but now the
common hatred against the Vezir, Umad-el-mulk, and the common
dread of an addition of power to the Marhattas, had drawn closer
the bands of union between those Princes, so as to verify the
famous sentence:

" Even an enemy will promote thine welfare, lf it so pleases God."
But nowa general rumour had spread everywhere that Data-

sindia, nephew to Djingo-dji, bad in the first month of the year
1171 marched from Deca-n at the head of a powerful army, com-
manded by renowned Generals, and with a firm resolution to finish
the conquest of Hindostan, and after having spent that year in
strengthening his former conquests, he intended to invade the
country of the Rohillahs, as well as the dominions of Shudjah-ed-
dov'vlah. No wonder, therefore, if the latter joined their councils
together,and prepared in concert for their common defence. The
Marhatta General’s scheme was to cross the Ganga at a certain
ford in the winter season, and to fall at onceiupon the Rohilcund;
after which he intended to proceed to the conquest of the A8d ;
and it was with an intent to favour such an invasion, that Umacl-
el-mulk, who was at the bottom oflall this mighty scheme, and the
real inciter of the Marhatta motions, had set out from the Capital.
Meanwhile the Marhatta General crossed the Djumnah, and fell
at once upon Nedjib-ed-d6wlah's country. This Prince unable
to stand the "contest in the field, retired to Sukartal, a difficult
post on the Ganga, where the passage of that river may be easily
defended, and where he intrenched himself, resolved to stand
his ground to the last. The Marhatta General encamped close
to him; and for four months together, which the rainy season
lasted, no other thunder was heard but that of continual dis-
charges of cannon, rockets, and musketry, and no other lightning
seen, but that of famished flaming sabres, and blood-thirsty
spears; so that the earth seemed to hold a conversation with
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the heavens(26o). Meanwhile the Rohillah Princes, such as
Hafyz-rahmet-qhan, and D8ndy-qhan, and Saad-ollah-qhan, took
care to represent to‘ Shudjah-ed-dowlah, “ That the Marhattas
“waited only for the end of the rainy season, and the sub-
“siding of the Ganga, to cross that river at some ford, and fall
" upon the Rohilcund, which they would either subdue or ruin
“ intircly; in which case it was past doubt that they would turn
“ their steps towards the country of A8d. That such an event
“ must be prevented; for that to defend a country, when the
“enemy is already at your doors, is not the business in question ;
“remedy must be sent before the evil is arrived. March then,"
added they, " to our assistance, set out immediately, and make
“ haste to join us.” ‘

Those insinuations could not fail to make a deep impression
on the mind of Shudjah-ed-dowlah, who felt how critical his
situation was, and he resolved to be beforehand with the enemy.
It was then the height of the rainy season, and the roads, on
account of the incessant rain and the swelling of all the rivulets
and brooks, had become so miry as to be impassable. Neverthe-
less, he set out from Lucknow, and advanced as far as Shah-abrad,
where he was stopped by the swelling of the Ganga, and the
inundation of the country, which had rendered it impossible to
approach nearer to the camp at Sukartal, so as to effect a junc-
tion. The Marhatta General hearing of Shudjah-ed-d6wlah’s'
approach, ordered one of his principal Commanders,called Govind-
pandett, to cross the Ganga with twenty thousand horse and
foot, and to ruin the whole Rohilcund. This officer having ad-
vanced as high as T-hac8r-d8ara(z6r), a spot that touches the
foot of the northern mountains, forded the Ganga at that place,

(260) The rainy season in lndia 53 a season of a great deal of thunder and
lightning. It begins in May, and lasts four or five months, at which time the rain
pours sometimes very heavily. The quantity of rain that falls in Bengal may be
ninety-two inches, besides six inches dew, which is twice as much as in Italy, and
four times as much as in England. ' g

(261) T-hac8r-d8ara signifies the Lord's Palace gate, or temple, and the title
ls also given to the temple of Djag-ennat, or ]agrenat,.sll over Bengal and India.
Possibly it means here. and the author's words afford e geographical presumption
of the probability of this remark, that mountain said to be cut in the form of a
cow, under which the Ganga is said to pass in order to enter the plains of Hindo-
stan. Hudevsr is the town close to that passage, end the ford at that place is
called T-chandy-gatt. , . ‘
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and spread throughout the Rohilcund, where he burned thirteen
hundred villages from Chandpoor down to Amr8a; after that,
he fell upon Hafyz-rahmet, Doondy-qhan, and Saad-ollah-qhan,
the Rohillah Princes, who were preparing to march to Nedjib-ed-
.d6wlah's assistance, and put them to flight. The Afghans, sur-
prised at the suddenness of the irruption, and incapable to with-
stand so great a force,retreated as far as the foot of the mountains
of Ca.méi8, where they intrenched themselves in adifficult post; but
Shudjah-ed-dowlah no sooner heard of this disaster, than he
decamped from his post on the beginning of the first Reby, in
the year i173, and marching with the utmost rapidity, he arrived
at Chandpoor over against the place where Nedjib-ed-dowlah was
intrenched. lt was high time. The besieged Prince, finding
himself abandoned by his countrymen who were fled amongst the
fastnesses of the Cam58, had despaired of being freed from his
forlorn situation, and as‘ he had already despaired of his life, he
thought only how to sell it to the highest bidder, when his spirits
were recruited at once by Shudjah-ed-d6wlah's approach. The
latter had already discovered some of the runners of the Marhatta
army; but nothing more had happened, as he advanced to Holavah,
which is at five cosses farther than Chandpoor. There he heard
that some of his sutlers had been set upon and plundered by the
enemy. On the first intelligence of_ this, he detached the two
Commanders that were then at hand, with orders to chastise
the Marhattas. These were An8b-ghir-ghossain, and Amra8-ghir-
ghossain, two Fakirs in his service, both of great character.
After their departure, he got them followed by Mirza-nedjetl
qhan, at the head‘ of five thousand horse, and by Mir Bakyr-
qhan-temeni, with four thousand more, all Moghuls. All these
had orders to leave the plunderers to their own work, and to push
for Govind-pan'd’ett's head-quarters. These ofiicers, all eager
for action, commenced by skirmishing, and the engagement
growing warmer, they strewed the ground with Marhatta bodies-
An8b-ghir the Ghossain made a great massacre amongst them»
and took a hundred prisoners, and a vast booty in horses and
cattle. The Marhatta General finding himself so severely handed
fled from the field of battle, and with all the difficulties imagina-
ble he found his way again to the ford, where he had some-
time ago crossed the Ganga. ' But his confusion and that of his
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followers was so great, that he mistook the part, and lost vast
numbers of his people who were swallowed up by the Ganga,
that insatiable crocodile of the sweet flood. The next morning,
Shudjah-ed-dowlah, after having ordered his musicto playin token
of victory, marched forward ; and the report of it having spread
everywhere, reached also the Afghans, who had been hitherto
lurking in the brambles at the foot of the Camfi8. It made them
move from their holes, and join Shudjah-ed-dtiwla. The two
armies after this junction marched on to Sukar-tal, where
Nedjib-ed-dowlah was besieged, and they delivered him from
the miseries he was undergoing. Nevertheless, the Afghans in-
timidated by the power of the Marhattas, thought proper to send
proposals for san accommodation both to Data-sindia and to
Djingo. These two Generals, on the other hand, who had heard
of the Abdali-Monarch’s coming, and thought of providing for
their own safety by advancing as far as Lahor to stop the enemy
in Pendjab, were glad to hear the proposals. Data-sindia sign-
ed an agreement, which was sworn to on both sides, after which
he withdrew his troops, and advanced towards Lahor. Shudjah_
ed-dowlah, on his side, returned to Lucknow, where he made
his entry the twenty-ninth of the first Djemady, in the year r 173.

Whilst Sindiah was besieging Ncdjib-ed-dowlah at Shukar-
ta], by the Vezir Umad-el-mulk's instigation, he wrote to the
latter ta come to his assistance. That wicked man, encumbered
on one hand, by an Emperor whom he knew to be a well-wisher
to Nedjib-ed-dowlah, and to hold a correspondence with the
Abdali-king, and on the other, by an uncle whom he mistrusted
full as much, although he actually kept him in confinement, took
his party without any scruple. He resolved, first of all, to make
himself easy on those two accounts, and then only to depart ;
and first he ordered Intyzam-ed-dowlah, his uncle, to be put to
death, and three days after, he provided also for the Emperor.
Having properly tutored Mehdy-aaly-qhan, the Cashmirian, he
sent him to that Prince. That artful man _went, and turned so
well the Emperor’s mind, that he engaged him’; to go out and
pay a visit to a certain Fakyr of uncommon sanetity and charac-
ter, who performed miracles,,and was said to be lately landed at
Firoz-shah’s Mausoleum. That imbecile Prince, entrapped by
the diabolical suggestions and artifices of that infernal man,
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took it into his head to pay incognito a visit to so extraordi-nary
a personage. Being arrived at the spot, he was shewn a door
before which hung a curtain. But he had a sword in his hand(262).
The Cashmirian having taken it with one hand, lifted up the
curtain with the other, and the Emperor entered the room,
which the Cashmirian immediately shut up, by making the door
fast from without, and then dropped the curtain. Yzzeddin’s
son, Mirza-babr, who was also son-in-law to the Emperor, no
sooner saw these strange motions, than he drew his sabre, and
wounded one or two men. But he was instantly overpowered
and seized; and being put into a covered Paleky, he was sent
to the apartment where the Princes of the blood are usually
kept confined(263). Meanwhile the four men concealed within
the room, fell upon the defenceless Emperor with their poniards,
and having dispatched kim in an instant, they threw his body
out, and left it stretched upon the strand of the Djumna. There
he was soon stripped of his clothes, save only his drawers, in
which condition he remained eighteen hours. After which time
the Cashmirian above sent some people, who took up the body,
and carried it to the Empe_ror H8mayon’s Mausoleum, where
they committed it to the earth. '

Whilst that mournful tragedy was acting at one part of the
Palace, another very different scene was passing on the other.
That very nay Muhi-el-senna, son to Cam-bash, and grandson to
Aoreng-zib, was raised to the throne under the title of Shah-
djehan, or “ Emperor of the world ;” and the Vezir after these
executions left the Cashmirian to watch over the new Prince,
and marched against Nedjib-ed-dowlah, actually besieged at
Sukartal. On his way thither, he learned thata peace had been
concluded to the satisfaction of both parties, and being informed
at the same time that the Abdali-king was advancing by long
marches, he thought proper to secure his person by getting out
of his way ; and taking shelter in S8r8dj-mull’s county, he resolved

l .

($62) This sword, which is longer and twice as broad as the common small
swords of Europe, is always in a velvet scabbard, and held upright by the hilt, as a
walking cane. lt has been a mark of Sovereign power, and is still an insigne of
authority, always used by persons constituted in high oflices.

(263) Selimgur-Castle.-a fortification which communicates with the Citadel
of Delhi by a gate, so as to be a continuation of it.
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to wait there the event of the quarrel between the Abdalies and
the Marhattas, and to see what new revolution it might bring
about. . Anxious about the event, he retired within one of the
strongest of S8r8dj-‘mull’s fortresses.

We have heretofore mentioned that the Abdali-king, after
having plundered Delhi, and put every thing to the sword at
Mahtra, had marched back in the year I 170, and returned to
Cab8l and Candahar, his Capitals, leaving his son, Timur-shah, in
the Government of M8ltan and Labor, with the General Djehan-
qhan, for his adviser. The latter sensible of his own inexperience
in Government and revenue matters, and convinced how much
Adina-beg-qhan must be skilledin those subjects, and of how much
local knowledge he must be possessed, resolved to avail him-
self of that man’s abilities, and he wrote him several civil letters
endeavouring to sooth his mind ; at last he sent him the patent as
wellas the Qhylaat of the province of Do-abah. Adina-beg-qhan,
softened by this distinction, soon brought the province to a proper
order, and the Prince and General, convinced now of his abilities,
invited him over to Labor, where they intended to avail them-
selves of his experience. But this invitation was not relished
by the other. I-le mistrusted their proffers, and had objections
to their neighbourhood; so that he retired again towards the
mountains. And Djehan-qhan hearing of this desertion, appoint-
ed M8rad-qhan tocommand in the Do-abah, directing B8lend-qhan
and Sci-efraz-qhan, two general oflicers, to support him with a
body of troops. Adina-beg-qhan opposed the Syks to this new
power; a set of men that had already grown numerous and power-.
ful in the times of the late Mir-mann8, but who had since greatly
benefited by the lessons and the protection they had been for a
long time receiving from their tutor, Adina-beg-qhan. incited
by his exortations, those Fakirs or Mendicants become soldiers,
took up arms, and being joined by a body of Adina-beg-qhan’s
troops, they fell upon ,M8rad-qhan, and gave him a battle, in
which B8lend-qhan being slain, and M8rad-qhan, with Ser-
efraz-qhan defeated, these two Generals fled to Lahor, and
reported their case to Djehan-qhan. After flight the Syks
ruined and desolated the whole Province of the Do-abah, chiefly
at the instigation of Adina-beg-qhan. At this very time there
was encamped in the territory of Shah-djehan-abad a large
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army of Marhattas, under the command of Ragonat-rio, and
Shimshir-bahadyr, (two brothers of Baladji-rfio) as well as under
that of Holcar-malhar, and some other Commanders of character.
All these tired of a camp life, and panting for action, waited with
impatience for some occasion to signalize themselves ; when
they received several letters from Adina-beg-qhan, which re-
quested vtheir coming to his assistance. The Marhattas who
always lvish for action, and are always upon the watch for such
opportunities, and always upon the move, marched immediately
to Lahor. Meeting by the way Abd8l-semed-qhan, a General
appointed by the Abdalies to theicommand of Ser-hend, they
gave him a bloody defeat, and took him prisoner. From thence
they advanced so rapidly to Lahor, that in a few days their run-
ners met those of Djehan-qhan’s, and had some skirmishes to-
gether. lt was in Shaaban, 1 17! of the Hedjrah. Djehan-qhan
observing that the small» number of his troops would be over.
powered in a compaign by such skirmishers as the Marhattas,
thought proper to retreat and to evacuate the country. He took
the young Prince Timur-shah with him,and advancing by long and
continual marches, he arrived on the banks of the Atuc(264), which
he'immediately crossed, leaving behind those treasures, and that
furniture and artillery that had been amassing for ages together.
The Marhattas pursued him as far as the river Chulum, and then
returned, extending meanwhile their conquests and jurisdiction
all over M8ltan, as far as Ghazi-qhan’s valley, and as far as the
rivers Chennar and Pehln. But as the rainy season was approach-
ing, they appointed Adina-beg-qhan Governor-General of the
country, under a yearly tribute of seventy-five lacs, clear of all
charges, and then returned towards Shah-djehan-abad. From
thence, after a short stay, both Ragonat-riio and Shimshir-baha-
dyr marched on towards the Decan; but Djing8 was left in the
neighbourhood of ‘Delhi, with orders to subdue the several Radjas
of Adjmir. The whole scheme seemed well arranged; but by
one of those unexpected dispensations of Providence, Adina-beg-
qhan departed his life some months after, at the beginning of
the year 1172; when Djingo conferred the Government of Ser-
hend on Sadyc-beg-qhan, who had been one of the trustiest men
in the deceased Governor's service, and that of the Doabah on
P (104) mu. Laobidtilw ivm }:,s|m¢»1. if
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that Governor's widow, appointing at the same time a Marhatta,
called Saba, to the supreme Government of Lahor, which the
new Commandant took care to extend by fresh conquests as far
asthe shores of the great river Atuc. Meanwhile Nedjib-ed.
dowla, as well as all the Rohilla Princes, intimidated by these
continual progresses of the Marhattas, concluded that their own
persons and dominions must one day in the course of things be
necessarily swallowed up by that overbearing power, which was
constantly supported by the Vezir Umad-el-mulk’s influence and
intrigues. They therefore, renewed their supplications to the
King of the Durrannies, and besought him to march forth to their
assistance. That Prince already shocked to see how little cere-
mony the Marhattas had made with his son, Timur-shah, and
with his Governor, Djehan-qhan, and incensed, besides, at the
ingratitude of Umad-el-mulk, and at the prepetual cruelties
he exercised everywhere, resolved to comply with the request.
Convinced, therefore, that his arrival was ardentlyiexpected in
Hindostan, he displayed his victorious standards, and turned
them towards that country.

That Prince, setting out from Candahar, crossed the river
Atuc in the beginning of the year r 17$, and his vanguard meet-
ing with Saha’s vanguard, an engagement ensued, in which the
‘Marhattas being worsted, fled to Lahor. But that‘General hear-
ing that the Abdlies were advancing by long marches, and think-
ing his troops an undermatch to such men, he judged it expedient
to decamp with his whole force, and to retreat towards Delhi;
and his retreat was imitated by both Sadyc-beg-qhan himself,
and by Adina-beg-qhan’s widow, who both thought proper to
retire to the mountains. The Abdaly-king -meanwhile had
taken his route by the mount_ains of Djamb8, where having
received a noble present in money from the Radja of that
country, he advanced towards Delhi; and this was the sixth
expedition he had made in Hindostan. This happened at the
very time when Data-sindiah was treating, with Nedjib-ed-
dowlah and Shudjah-ed-dowlah about a peace; and this was
soon concluded. But the two parties could léhot yet trust each
other, and were upon the move on both sides, when news
reached the Marhatta camp" that the Abdalies, after having sub-
dued the country of M8ltan and Labor, W61? mIl'¢llil1g $0 Ddlll-'
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At this intelligence Data-sindiah abandoned the negotiation with
Shudja-ed-dowlah and that whole confideracy; and turning his
thoughts towards the Abdalies, he advanced against them at
the head of eighty thousand horse, all old troops. As to Umad-
el-mulk who had moved to Data-sindiah's assistance, he no
sooner was informed of the Abdalies coming, than fearful of his
being likely to be called to an account for his ingratitude and
cruelties, as well as trembling for his own safety, he parted com-
pany with Data-sindiah, and} took shelter in the hilly country of
the Djattas, resolved not to move until the horizon should appear
cleared. The Radja shewed him the utmost regard, and assigned
his residence in one of the best fortresses of his dominions.

Meanwhile the Abdali was advancing with ardour from
Lahor; but observing by the way that the country of Doabah
had been so eaten up by the Marhattas in their many ex-
peditions through it, that there remained neither grain nor
forage for himself, he altered his route, and crossing the Djum-
nah, he marched into the Anterbid country, which we have
already mentioned to be that tract of ground spreading betwixt
the great rivers of Ganga and Djumnah. And as these two
rivers take their sources in the mountains of Camii8, in the north
of India, and after having parted company, join again at Ilah-
abad ; the Anterbid country of course commences at the foot of
those mountains, and ends at the confluence of those two rivers.
On the King's crossing the Djumnah to march into the Anter-
bid, the Afghan Princes, Saad-olla-qhan, Ahmed-qhan-bangash,
Nedjib-ed-dowlah, Hafyz-rahmet, and Dondi-qhan, whose domi-
nions lie mostly betwixt those two rivers, joined together, and
went in a body to pay their respects to that Monarch. The
latter ordered his vanguard to march by another road, and to
fall upon Data-'sindiah's troops; who thinking he had to deal
only with the runners of that army, commenced skirmishing,
and went on in that manner, until he was pushed back by the
Abdalies as far as the territory of Shah-djehan-abad, where they
stopped at Badely, at which "place the King having again re-
crossed the Djumnah; joined his vanguard, and immediately
commanded a general attack. A furious battle commenced.
Nothing but slaughter was to be seen ; and Data-sindiah soon
became sensible that after having often fought for victory, he
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was now to fight for his life. He drew away his nephew, Djingo,
from that scenepof destruction, and gave him a small escort,
with orders to advance into Decan in all speed, and to inform
the Ministry of l Satara of the state of things. Meanwhile the
engagement becoming so close as to render horses of no use,
he alighted with the greatest part of his troops, and fought on
foot. The Abdalies continued pressing on all sides; and with
their rockets and heavy muskets soon came to pour an intolerable
fire upon those thronged multitudes ; and as they gave no
quarter, the whole of that mighty army of Marhattas, together
with their General, Data-sindiah, and every Commander, with-
out exception, perished in that bloody battle; and the whole was
devoured by the inflamed sabre. This battle was fought at
Badely, in the second month, Djemady, of the year 1173; a date
which the Poet Mir-gh8lam-aaly, the Belgramite, has ingenious-
ly conserved in these verses of his:

"‘ The Durrani-king having given the whole Marhatta host
" For food to his inflamed devouring sabre,
" The Poet has thus conserved the chronogram of this date :
" The victory became the lot of the illustrious King."

The whole Marhatta army having disappeared from -the
field of battle together with Data-sindiah, its General, the
Duranni-king sent people after Djingo, but the latter had, the
very day of the battle, marched fifteen cosses(255)» and was
arrived at Allah-verdy's Sera, quite spent; from whence he, the
next day, continued his route to Narnol. Meanwhile intelligence
came to the Abdali-camp that the Marhatta, Holcar-malhar, was
at Sekenderah with an army. This General hearing of the de-
struction of their grand army, marched with the utmost expedition
into the strong country of S8r8dj-mull, the Djatt, to whom he
proposed to join him, and to night together the Durrani-king_
The Gentoo Prince answered that he would not undertake to
oppose such troops as the Abdalies, in the field ; but that if he
was attacked, he would retire to a fortress, and there defend
himself in the best manner he could. It happened that the Af-
ghan Princes who had come to the Durrani camp, were then
busy in carrying a convoy of treasure and griin to that army; but
hearing of the Marhattas. _ being so near, they had the prudence

(265) Thirty-four miles. if if K - -
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to send back, and beyond the Ganga, as much of their con-
voy as they could with propriety. But the rest was overtaken
by Holcar's troops, who soon took possession of it and plundered
it thoroughly. The King surprised to hear of this boldness of
the Marhattas, sent Shah Pesend-qhan and Shah Calende-qhan,
two of his Generals, with a body of fifteen thousand horse to
chastise Holcar-malhar. These two Abdalies marched with so
much expedition, that in one day and night they measured
seventy cosses (one hundred and sixty miles), and arrived in the
evening at Delhi; where having refreshed themselves thewhole
next day, they crossed the Djumnah at the beginning of the night,
and having marched twenty cosses more that night, they at day-
break arrived at Sel<enderah,where they fell atonce upon l-lolkar-
malhar. The latter had just time to throw himself, naked as he
was, upon a mare, and to get away with about five hundred
more in the same condition as himself. The rest, officers and
soldiers, without excepting a man, were put to the sword, and
intirely exterminated, a few prisoners only excepted. Their
whole camp, together with their late booty, fell into the hands
of the victors.

Meanwhile the King, who had moved from his camp the
very day he had detached his two Generals after the Marhattas,
arrived at Shah-djehan-abad; and as the rainy season was at
hand, and the territory of that Capital had been eaten up by
the eternal inroads of those freebootcrs, he thought proper to
cross the Djumnah, and to take up his winter quarters at Seken-
derah, twenty cosses from Delhi, a position the more eligible,
as Sekenderah is in the country of Anterbid, where most of the
Afghan Princes had their dominions. From thence he detached
Nedjib-ed-dowlahtoiLucknow, with orders to persuade Shudjah-
ed-dowlah to join -the victorious army, and to pay him a visit, as
he wished to see him. Shudjah-ed-diiwlah, who had already that
intention, advanced to meet him as far as Mehdyp8r, whilst
Nedjib-ed-diiwlah on his side marched from Atava to Cannodj.
A treaty was concluded, proper assurances given, and Shudjah-
ed-diiwlah, havingappointed his son, Mirza-amani, (now Assef-
ed-dfiwlah) to act as his Deputy in his absence, put himself at
the head of ten thousand horse, and marched to the Abdalie’s
camp. in company with Nedjib-ed-dowlah. It was at the end of
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Zilcaadah, of the year 2173. As soon as he was near, Eshref-el-
anva-r, surnamed Shah-c8ly-qhan(266), Vezir to the Abdaly-king,
came out to meet _him, and after a small pause, he carried him
to visit the tent of audience. The King having commanded his
son, Tim8r-shah, to embrace the Indian Prince, received him with
the utmost favour and distinction(267). At the end of the visit
Shudjah-ed-d6wlah requested leave for his music and kettle-
drums to play in the Abdalie's camp. The King answered mild-
ly that it was unprecedented and contrary to rules. ” It may
" be sofor other music, replied Slmdjah-ea’-dfiwla/I, but mine
“is the gift of the Emperor of Hindostan, and not of your
" Ma]'esty’s; nor am {your subject, out only your hearty well-
“ wishu-."< This bold answer had its effect. The King consented,
and it became a custom for Shudjah-ed-d6wlah’s music to strike
up as soon as that of the King’s had done playing.

Whilst all this was happening in the Anterbid, the Court of
Satara had received intelligence of Data-sindiah's death, and of
the destruction of his whole army, as well as of that of Holcar.
Never did a Ministry shew more firmness. Without betraying
the least dismay, it was resolved to send another army, command-
ed by Sedan-sy8, alias Bah§.8, nephew to Baladji-riio, and by
Djing8 himself. This army was to be composed of picked men,
as was the former, and proved still more numerous ; and it was
likewise to be supported by a numerous artillery, mounted and
served in the European manner, under the command of Hibra-
him-qhan-gardi. The whole was to be under the orders of Vas-
vass-rtlo, Commander~in-Chief; the intention being to revenge
their former bloody defeat, to recover the honour of the national
character in the world, and to put an end to the Empire of the
family of Babr, by raising to the throne of Hindostan Vasvass-
rio himself, a Royal Prince, of the Marhatta blood. Seda-sy8
having put himself at the head of that mighty host, arrived, after
long marches and much vaunting, in the province of Acbar-abad,
where S8r8dj-mull thought proper to pay him a visit by Holcar-

(a66) The King's soldier or slave ;-for the word C8l in Turkish admits both
those signllleatfens, although it rather inclines to the _

(361) It is observable that Shudjah-ed-dowleh wss'not received as an equal,
for the Monarch would hive beer‘! obliged tostsnd up and teembraee him; neither
as s subject, for there is no mention of any Nssur being presented; but es afie-
dspendentfrlneeeftnferlertllkt lIltiereferels_e|nthtans1nl>fI.II4\I7hls_son
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malhar's mediation. The Marhatta General, to do him more
honour, marched out of his camp, and met him at one cosse dis-
tance; and the nextday Umad-el-mulk himself joined him at
Mahtra. In a consultation held at that spot, it was resolved to
render themselves masters of the Djumnah, by bringing Shah-
djehan-abad in their power. This article being settled, the Mar-
hatta General marched immediately, and entered Shah-djehan-
abad, at the end of the year 1173. Yac8b-aaly-qhan-behmenzi,
a brother of Shah Veli-qhan, commanded in the citadel with a
small garrison of Abdalies. The Marhattas informed of the
smallness of that force, gave an escalade at the Assed Tower
and the Qhyzri Gate, whilst they made a false attack on the
opposite side at the Delhi Gate. At both places a few Abdalies
and Moghuls made their appearance, and killed many people
with their large muskets. The Marhatta General, who had taken
his quarters in Saad-ollah qhan’s Palace, commenced another
attack from thence, under cover of the hall of audience, encourag-
ed thereto by the scanty defence he could perceive at the wall,
and the little artillery he observed at Selimgur Castle, from
whence they now and then fired a large cannon in the air. Ani-
mated by these appearances, the Marhattas advanced to the
Qhyzri Gate, and were endeavouring to break it open, but in vain.
The gate was covered with sheets of brass, and set thick with iron
nails that jutted out to the length of more than a foot(268) ; nor
could they make any impression therein four hours time. Mean-
while about five hundred men, finding not one man upon the Assed
Tower, got upon the top of it, and being in this manner within
the citadel, they advanced to the Imperial Hall of Audience, from
whence they carried whole bundles of booty which they threw
down the wall to their friendsbelow, without having once thought
of setting the gate open from within ; nor did the troops with-
out mind anything of the matter, being intent only on receiving
and securing the plunder. Whilst these people were occupied
in thismanner, a dozen of Abdalies and Moghuls, coming out of

(16!) lt must be observed that gates In India, being always covered by some
work, cannot be broke but by a petard, a machine which the natives know nothing
of; or by pushing against them elephants bsrded with iron; or by setting fire to
tbesn. Hence the propriety of those long nails, juttingout from s bottom et brass-
Tbe nails are one inch square at the bottom. _
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Selimghur, fired upon those men that were plundering the Hall
of Audience, many of whom they killed; and falling upon the
rest, sword in hand,.they drove them out of the palace. The
Marhattas having taken fright, got upon the top of the tower
again, and jumping down had a great number of men maimed
andgwounded; but meanwhile they gave up a fortress in which
they had fairly found entrance. The Marhatta Generals in-
formed of this whole affair, surrounded the citadel by an in-
trenchmcnt, from whence they commenced firing on all that
appeared upon the wall. As to Umad-el-mulk and S8r8dj-mull,
who both had only conformed to the times in coming so far with
the Marhattas, they thought proper to remain inactive specta-
tors of this siege. ln this state of things Seda-sy8 applied to
Hibrahim-qhan-gardi, who had a European artillery, mounted
and served in the European manner, and whom he had brought
from Decan for such sorts of services. Hibrahim-qhan placed
three pieces of cannon on the bank of the Djumnah, and made
such a brisk fire upon the buildings within the citadel, that in
a little time he was found to have done much havoc in the pavi-
lions on the Assed Tower, and the Octagon Tower, as well as
on those parts of the Imperial Palace called Divan-qhass, Reng-
mahal, Moti-mahal(269), and Royal Tower. But the wall itself
siiffercd no impression; and the musket-firing business went
on as usual on both sides. The Governor finding that his am-
munition was running short, proposed to surrender the citadel,
on condition of his having leave to march out with safety of
life, honour, and baggage; and this being accepted by the Mar-
hatta Generals who wished no better, the Governor came out
with his little garrison, and took up his quarters in Aaly-merdan-
qhan’s Palace, where having rested awhile, he crosséd the
Djumnah in boats, and went to join his master. And thus the
Imperial Citadel the residence of the Hindostanee Emperors, with
the Imperial apartments and the whole of the Imperial Seraglio,
fell into the bands of the Marhatta Seda-sy8. Such was the fate
allotted to it by the All-knowing Disposerot eventsl The
General appointed Tar8-shungur, a Brahman, to eommand in that
fortress, and the gave him a suflicient garrison. This Brahman

(Q69) Divan-qhass, Reng-mahsl. Moti-rnahal.--The privatelsallof audience,-
the painted apartment,-the pearl apartment.
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had been sent several times to Shudjah-ed-dowlah, on the part
of the Marhattas, with proposals of peace, and as often had
been refused. This particular I was told of by the Poet Mir-
gh8lam-aaly, the Belgramite, who assured me that Shudjah-ed-
ddwlah at last answered the envoy in these terms: " That the
"_ Marhattas, and especially their Brahmans(27o), having
“ acquired so much power in Decan, had become overbearing, and
” withal so covetous, that they could not hear that any one but
“ themselves should enjoy any character in the world, or a
“ corner of land that might aford him a subsistence; that
“their faithlessness and eternal disregard to treaties, had
" tired the patience ofmankind ; and that the time was now
"coming to punish them for their eternal injustices, and their
“daily violations of the most sacred tics amongst mankind-
" That it was to save their honour, their families, and their
"suhsistences, that the people of Hindostan had applied to the
“ Abdaly-hing for protection and assistance; and that the
” latter had comefor that sole purpose, and in thefull hope
" that to inflict a condign chastisement upon the Jllnrhattas
“ would prove but a small afair ,' to talh, thcrqforc, ofpeace
“now to him loo/zed quite preposterous." The Marhattas, re-
ceiving no better answer, prepared for battle. They were at this
time abandoned by their ally, S8r8dj-mull, the Djatt, who was
shocked to see their shameless capacity, andgremorseless im-
pudence. I-Ie quitted their camp without leave and retired to
his fortress of Belem-gur. What had so much shocked the
Djatt Prince was this.—'I‘hey had stripped the Imperial Hall of
Audience of its wainscoting, which was of silver, elegantly enam-
elled, and had sent it to the Mint ; and without any respect
for things, held sacred by allrmankind, they had laid their sacri-
legious bands upon the gold and silver vessels consecrated to
the use of the monument of the sacred foot, and of the mauso-
leum of ‘Saint Nizam-eddin ; nor did they spare Mahmed-shah's

(270) This distinction made by Shudjah-ed-diiwlah was grounded on this
particular: that the original, but yet only the nominal Sovereign, of the Marhatta
Empire is a Radjp8t that resides at Satara, and is styled the Sah8-radja; whereas
the real, or if you will, the a cting Emperor, who is of the Brahmanical or Sacredotal
tribe, redides at P8nah, at two short days north-west of Satara, and is often styled
bis nana, or rn aternal uncle, although he goes in general by the name of his Pish-va,
or Precursor, that is, his agent.
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mausoleum, which they stripped of its incensory(z71), candel-
abres, lamps, and other utensils, all of solid gold, and of ex_-
quisite workmanship; all of which were torn away and sent
to the Mint.

After having done all this havoc, the Marhatta General
resolved to decamp. The Doab occupied lby an army, did not
afford him any prospect of subsistence, and everything in the
territory of the Capital was eaten up and consumed. He was
urged doubtless by the necessity of assembling and enjoying
all the merits of those pious and meritorious actions which he-
had porformed in that unfortunate Capital, by stripping it of its
sacred ornaments, and by plundering the nobility and people of
what little they had saved from the hands of former ravagers.
Resolved to quit that neighbourhood, he deposed and confined
that pageant of an Emperor, Shah-djehan, and placed in his stead
Mirza-dju_van-baqht(272), son to Aaly-goher, the fugitive Prince,
who was then enduring distresses, and waging war in Bengal.
The Vezirship he conferred on Shudjah-ed-dowlah, pluming him-
self upon what he thought a piece of policy very likely to embroil
the latter with the Abdaly-king. This done, he -confirmed Tax£-
shungar in the government of the citadel, and marched with his
whole army to Cundj-p8ra, where the two Zemindars of that
tract, Abdol-semed-qhan, the Abdali, and Nedjabet-qhan, the
Rohilhh, were encamped with commission to provide convoys
for the Abdali-king's army. This Abdol-semed-qhan is the same
who fell in the hands of the Marhattas when commanding at
Ser-hend, and had found means to escape ; he commanded then in
the mud-fort. it was in the second Rebi of the year I 1 74. Seda-
sy8 being arrived before that fort, surrounded immediately.
As his European artillery enabled him to do a great deal of
execution in a little time, I-librahim-qhan-gardi soon made a
breach, and an assault being given, both Abdo'l-semed-qhan and
C8t8b-qhan were slain, and the place was thoroughly plundered

(27!) The text has the words Ood-dan, avessel for burning agalla wood, which
last is a resinous wood, that sells for twice its weight in-.dI__ver. It is observable
that in the tomb and vault,- opened about the year i1_6§,l.l:y Captain Adams, at
Gout, that. Immense Capital of Bengal, he found such another vessel at the foot of
-a Royal body, perfectly well preserved for four hundred years, with two vessels
for beetle or paun, and somearms and lamps, &c. -

(270) These twowords signify at a ,-routlyilfarhme. - '
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and sacked. The Abdali-king hearing of this piece of cruelty
done almost within his sight, was equally surprised and incensed ;
an alteration was observed in his colour. Resolved to chastise the
Marhattas, he decamped, and although the rainy season was not
at an end, and the Djumnah did not yet afford any ford, neverthe-
less he marched, and under Shudjah-ed-d6wlah’s guidance he
advanced to the passage of Baqhshaiet, which is close under the
walls of Shah-djehan-abad ; and advancing on horseback in the
water,4he was followed by his whole cavalry, some fording the
river, and others swimming over. His numerous army took the
hint, and found means to follow with all their baggage. Seda-sy8,
surprised at his daringness, and att he quickness of the Abdalies,
conceived that instead of fighting them at C8ndj-p8ra, as had
been his intention, it would be better to reconnoitre for two or.
three days together, in order to encamp at a commodious post
near to Panip8t. At this time he had no less than forty thousand
effective horse, all old soldiers and picked men ;but this was only
the army under his own particular command, for there were three
other armies, severally commanded by Holcar-malhar, Shimshir.
bahadyr, and the Prince of the blood, Vasvass-rao, which last
was also the Commander-in-Chief. All these were exceedingly
assuming, and so proud of their past victories, as to make no
account of any troops but those immediately under their own
command; and every one of them seemed to reach with his fore-
head to the cupola of the third heaven. We must also mention
Hibrahim-qhan-gardi, who commanded twelve thousand Sepahies,
armed with flint-muskets, besides some artillery mounted and
served in the European manner ; he belonged in particular to
Seda-sy8. A But what is singular, with all these numerous troops
and with all their boasting, as soon as Seda-sy8's troops began
to feel the pulse of the Abdalies, in a few skirmishes, they con-
ceived themselves to be an undermatch for them ; and, contrary
to the Marhatta custom, and to their usual method of warfare,
their Generalissirno retired beyond Panip8t, where he surrounded
his army with his baggage, round which he planted his cannon 3
and this was so very numerous that his intrenchment might have
borne the appellation of a wall that vomited fire and flames. Not
satisfied with that, he added another intrenchment, made up of
15¢ earth of a fossé which he ordered to be dug up immediately.
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And it was hardly finished, when the victorious army of the
Abdalies came up, and spread everywhere round the Marhatta
intrenchment; so that every day there was some engagement in
which cannon with muskets and rockets, and arrows with sabres
and spears, were continually brought to action, and continually
held conversation together; and every day produced a deal of
bloodshed. But the worst of it was, that the Abdalies, eternally
roaming round the Marhatta intrenchment, did not suffer a corn
of grain or a blade of grass to find its way thither; insomuch
that nothing being brought to the Marhatta camp, this nation
eXp<:riencc;l for the first time the horrors of want, and learned
from €Xp0t'ir:nCC what it was that the world called distress and
famine. For every part of their camp was blocked up and be-
sieged, save their rear, which was open towards Lahor, and
this too, the Abdalies found means to infest, having taken two
or three convoys that were coming from thence. The Abdali-
king seeing that the enemies chose rather to suffer the hard-
ships of distress than to quit their intrenchment, resolved to
give a general assault. It was the twenty-eighth of the second
Rebi, in the year 1174. Djehan-qhan and Shah-pesend-qhan,
with Nedjib-ed-ddwlah, were to lead the van; Shucljah-ed-
d§i.\\'lah and Alnned-qhan-bangnsh, with the other three Rohilla
Princes, were to head the main; and the King himself, with his
Vezir, Vzli-qhan, surnamed Eshref-el-anvar, brought up the corps
dc reserve. The Marhattas, on seeing this disposition, came out
of theit intrenchment and took their post a little farther, at full
one arrow’s throw in the plain. The combat became furious at
once, and a continual slaughter took place between the two
parties, from midday as far as the evening; so that there remain-
ed but one hour of sun~shine, when the Rohillahs, under Nedjib-
ed-dowlah broke through a furious storm of muskets and
rockets, and penetrated on foot within the intrenchment, where
they commenced fighting with hand-blows. in this action Bel-
vent-riio, nephew to Seda-sy8, and his right" arm in everything,
being struck by_a musket-ball, fell dead fromihis horse; and
the engagement would have been final, had not fhe night fallen
upon the combatants, and.by'thro,wing her sable veil between
them, put it out of their powerito distinguish the friend from
the foe. The Rohillahs after distinguishing themselves in so
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glorious a manner, came out of the intrenchment, and returned
to their camp. It was after this furious engagement that intel-
ligence came that-, Govind-pandett, a Marhatta General, at the
head of ten or twelve thousand horse, was coming from Atava,
with a large convoy of treasure and provisions; that he was
already at Shah-dera, in the highroad over against Shah-djehan-
abad; and that his intention was, first of all, to plunder Mahtra,
a'~,nd some other dependencies of Nedjib-ed-dtiwlah, and then to
Cross the Djumnah at C8ndj-p8ra, from whence he expected to
join Seda-sy8’s army. The King informed of all these parti-
culars, dispatched Atai-qhan, and the son of the late Abdel-
semved-qhan, with five thousand horse, in hopes of their inter-
cepting the convoy. The two Generals departed immediately,
and crossing the Djumnah at the ford of Agra and Bacshaiet
they advanced to Shah-dera, where having put to the sword
Tar8-shungur, the Governor, with his whole garrison, they pro-
ceeded to Ghazi-eddin-nagur, a town at six cosses only from
the Capital, and there also they put to the sword a body of Mar-
hattas stationed on purpose to meet the convoy. Continuing
their march with the utmost rapidity, they arrived at the very
spot where Govind-pandett was just arrived, and falling upon
him at once, they destroyed him and his whole army. After
this rapid execution they cut his head, and taking possession
of the convoy, they returned to the Abdaly camp. This Govind-
pandett is the sameman, who, having been detached from the
camp at Sukur-tal, had crossed the Ganga, and ruined so much
country, and had fled back again, after having received a severe
check from Shudjah-ed-dowlah. This massacre happened the
29th of the second Djemady, in the year 1:74.

Meanwh_ile- the blockade of the Marhatta camp continued,
and the besieged commenced to suffer from the immondices of
all sorts, in which it necessarily abounded. The smell became
insupportable ; famine was already felt; numbers of poor people
were daily swept away, totally famished ; and a mortality also,
the constant result of famine and uncleanness, was committing
its ravages. Hundreds of people dropped down every day. In
this extremity the besieged Generals consulted together, and it
was unanimously agreed to, “ That as the army was consuming
“ itself with famine and mortality, it was better, whilst their
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“ bodily strength was yet unimpaired, to march out and fight the
“ enemy, be the event what it would.” With this resolution
they marched out. Itiwas on aThursday, the sixth of the second
Djemady, in the year 1 174 of the Hedjrah. Hibrahim-qham
gardi marched at the head with his artillery; the rest of the army
followed in order, and advanced withia slow pace towards the
Abdali-camp, where the troops were mounted and ready, but
where they had orders to let the Marhattas advance farther within
the plain. They advanced in effect, filling the air with cries of
Hari-Har, and their Moghul cavalry advanced to a skirmish with
the enemy, but they were terribly handled by the Abdali van,
commanded by Shudjah-ed-dowlah, by Nedjib-ed-dowlah, and by
many otherillustrious Commanders, whose flaming sabres hadlong
thirsted after their prey. These having called to their assistance
the Divine Disposer of victories advanced upon the enemy, whose
Moghul skrimishers and Marhatta light cavalry, unable to bear
a well directed fire made by the Rohillahs armed with heavy
muskets, were thrown into confusion, and forced to retreat within
the intrenchment ; here the runaways mixing with the troops
stationed there, communicated their disorder, and carried them
away in their flight. Seda-sy8 and Vasvass-rfio, without taking
much notice of the disorder in camp, advanced to the charge, with
drawn sabres, and spears couched ;and falling upon Shudjah-ed-
dowlah and Nedjib-ed-dowlah, a warm engagement ensued, in
which the air was filled, and the Abdali army deafened, with
their war-cry of Harrz'-Har(273). The two Hindostany Princes
advanced to the encounter, supported by the Abdali-king in
person, who fought at the head of his troops, and exhibited
amazing proofs of personal prowess. Under the eyes of such a
General, every one exerted himself to the utmost. A furious en-
gagement took place, and for full two hours there arose such a
cloud of dust that none of the combatants could distinguish the
earth from the heavens. From mid-day to four o'clock nothing
could be heard, or seen, but a furious slaughter, which was going

rm) We are told um these words signify God, and Malia D000, the can Saint
or the first mun. Might not time" words amount to n general confession in the
mouth of soldiers going to the charge I "For it is observable that the Gentoos, who
always bathe or purify themselves in the morning, no_v_er foil oovorol limos to ropolt
tho word Ran, which signifies both] low I008 lad I MW sfvlmi. ' -
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on at an incredible rate. At that time only, the dust having
subsided a little, a whole field was discovered interspersed with
an infinite number of Marhattas, who had all set out in company
for the region of “Nothingness. They were led thither by Vas-
vass-rao, the heir of the Marhatta Empire, a Prince yet in the
bloom of youth and beauty, who fell by a. musket-ball, and Seda-
sy8, the principal General, with his bravest officers, closed the
rear of that departed army. The corps de reserve was brought up
by Djingo, the brave Djingo I who that day said farewell to his
existence. The rest of the Generals followed promiscuously,
with all their officers and soldiers ; and it was in that order
that this departed army at once presented itself on the frontiers
of eternity. . Hibrahim-qhan-gardi was taken prisoner, and
for a while suffered to enjoy the pleasure of having escaped
the general massacre, when an order came for his being behead-
ed, and that man who had made so much noise in the world,
plunged at once into the abyss of eternity(274). The field of
battle looked like a tract sowwwith tulips, and as far as the sight
could extend, nothing co/uid be discovered but bodies stretched
at the foot of bodies, as if they had been asleep, or marshalled
by art. After the battle, two and twenty thousand women,
girls, and children of both sexes, some of them persons of dis-
tinction and related to the most illustrious of the slain, were dis-
tributed amongst the victorious, who plundered an incredible
quantity of money, jewels, and fine stuffs, noris there coming at
any computation ofthe mighty sum. The whole of that numer-
ous artillery, with two hundred thousand oxen and cows, fifty
thousand horses, five hundred large elephants, and an infinity of
camels and mules, fell into the hands of the victorious. The
date of this mighty victory has been conserved in the chronogram
of the following quartrain, by the care of the illustrious Poet
Mir-g8lam-aaly, of Belgram, the same who composed the chro-
nogram on the victory over of Data-sindhia. it is as follows :—-

" The velilnt King has put to the sword Seda-sy8, as he has already done Date,
" He bu flnleliedhls compaign, as he has commenced it, by e memorable victory,
" And the qneruloul reed of the Poet has again sung:
" The Dlrrani-king bu again gained the victory I "

(:74) It was to punish hirn u en epostete, who although e Mussulman himself,
fought egelplt Mussulmen in III er-my of infidels.
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Some thousands of Marhattas, who had escaped the sword,
and were rambling about without any Commanders, were attack-
ed by the peasants, who, incited not only by that cowardly dis-
position which is innate with their vile nature, but also by the
remembrance of what they had suffered from those freebooters,
did not spare them, but began plundering, stripping, and killing
as many as they could come at. Shimshir-bahadyr, half-
brother to Baladji-r50, by a dance-woman, was by the assist-
ance of a body of plunderers, ferried over the stream that
parts this world from eternity; and this being the last of the
Commanders of character among the Marhattas, it may be said
that not one of them escaped with life. Amongst the inferior
ofiicers, only Petil-mahadji-sindiah and I-Iolcar-malhar found
means to get off; the latter, after an infinity of adventures,
contrived to reach Malva, from whence he proceeded to P8nah,
to be the harbinger of disastrous tidings. Baladji-riio, amazed
at so shameful and bloody a defeat, would not survive it. He
pined away with sorrow and discontent, and in five months and
a few days after, he went to join his son and brother. Some
days before this battle, a certain saint of theirs, called Sad-déplj,
but surnamed Dudjutt, who resided at Aoreng-abad, went in
haste to join his prototype, as if to shew his followers, then in
the field, the way to the regions of hell.

It ought to be remarked, that Baladji-rio, some days
before his death, had directed that the shares, usually allowed
to the washerman, the writer, the barber, the carpenter, the
plough-smith, and some others, upon the crop raised in each
village, should be seized for his use, which, in so extensive an
Empire, amounted to no inconsiderable sum. But Providence,
that watchful mother of the injured, did not suffer him to enjoy
the fruits of his covetousness ; for he died at a time when this
regulation had not extended to the distant parts of his dominions.

, O I ye powerful, that injure the innocent,
How long is your reign likely to last?

The Abdali-king, after so importantavictory, gave some
repose to his army, and then marched into the territory of
Delhi, where he spent a few days, and xvheredtei bestowed the
Empire of Hindostan on Shah-aalam, alias Alaly-goher; the
office of Vezir, on Shudjah-ed-ddwlah ; and the dignity of Prince
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of Princes on Nedjib-ed-dowlah. He recommended them to each
other, exhorted them to union and concord, and ordered that
Ncdjib-ed-dfiwlah should reside in Shah-djehan-abad to take
care of Mirza-djuvan-baqht’s person, with injunctions to send as
soon as possible for Shah-aalem, his father, who was then wag-
ing war in Bengal. He likewise sent for Shudjah-ed-dtiwlah,
and recommended him to be submissive to Shah-aalem, whom
he was to bring over and assist with all his might. After this
injunction, he made him a present of his own arms, with a horse
and a superb qhylaat, and dismissed him to his principality.
The Monarch, after having dispatched some other business.
which detained him as far as the sixteenth of Shaaban, quitted
the gardens of Shaleh-mar, in the environs of Delhi, and set
out for Candahar by continual marches, leaving by the way a
Deputy-Governor at Lahor. It was in the year 1174.

After his departure Shudjah-ed-diiwlah set out for A8d in
the blessed month of Ramazan, and he was advancing by con-
tinual marches, when there happened an event that deserves to
be mentioned. One of his friends, called Séid Saleh, surnamed
the Veridic, who was then with him, used to recount to me that,
as Shudjah-ed-d6wlah was advancing to join the Abdali-king, he
met, about the town of Secandarah, a detachment of a. kind of
men different from the Marhattas, (these last having made their
appearance only three or four months after) and had an engage-
ment with them; but my friend having occasion to pass that
way sometime after, he found the plain covered with bodies
half eaten or rotten,-amongst which he was surprisedito see a
body which seemed to be betwixt-twenty-five and thirty: It had
on a large pair of‘ whiskers, a. beard close shaved, with a clean
hangreca upon its back, and shewed a freshness of complexion
quite exempt from any putrefaction. My friend was then with
Mollah, or Doctor Abbass, the Mazenderanian, and three or
four others, who were as much amazed as himself. Nine
months after, when Shudjah-ed-ddwlah was returning to his do-
minions after having taken leave of the Abdali-king, the army
chanced to pass again over that same field, at which time my
friend had an opportunity of looking over that plain again, where
amongst a quantity of bones with which he was amazed to see
again that same young man, with his clothes on, and the body
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as entire as ever, without its havinglost either beard or whiskers.
Mollah Abbass, astonished at what he saw, exclaimed that this
young man surely must have been a Séyd(a75), and sending
for some pioneers, as the army was so near, he ordered a fosse
to be made for him. Some of the by-standers, who had wind-
ing sheets(276) in their bags, wanted to strip the young man,
and to put a winding sheet about him. But this was objected
to by the Mollah, who observed that the body must be left un-
stripped, as the clothes it had on were its proper winding sheet.
This being agreed to, they all joined in prayers, and then com-
mitted it to the earth.

“ Who could guess that in the depths of the sea,
" A cornelian should be found close to a heap of pebbles P "

To return to our narrative. Shudjah-ed-dowlah, without
tarrying at Lucknow, came out and marched down to Séyd-p8r,
close to Benares, as we have already mentioned in a former
volume, whilst Shah-aalem himself was quitting the neighbourhood

(275) The good Mollah was a partial observer, or no observer at all. There arc
thousands of such spots in India, which being impregnated strongly with salt-
petre and other salts, will preserve n body fresh, and we have seen a French
drunkard, dug up by chance, quite ruddy and blue, after being buried full ninety
days.

(276) There is so much difference betwixt the European and the Persian
notions, (which last in general give the ton to the Hindostanies), that those men
that are so provident with their winding sheets, as to carry them to camp, never
thlnkof makingawill, and by much the greatest part of them die intestate. How-
ever,evfl'y kind of cotton will not do for I Persian or an Indian, easy in his cir-
cumstances. It must be a piece of stuff that has been rubbed, not to the Prophet’!
tomb, or to that of Hassen. his grandson’: (which are both at Medina), but to
Hussein's tomb, which is at Kerbelai: near Bagdad ; he, and not his father, nor
brother, nor grandfather, being the'idol of the nation; for Ally is only their God-
Some of these lreifensor winding sheets are written all over with the whole Conn
In characters of sandal-dust mixed with wear, and cost from two or three hundred,
to a thousand, and two thousand rupees; and we protest, upon honor, that we know
many a man that has defrauded his creditors to procure such alreffon, and more
than one virtuous matron, who on getting up from a severe illness, has become
complaisent over and over in order to procure such o passport, and on finding it at
n higher price than she had thought, prostituted hos" virgin daughter into the bargain,
to make up the necessary sum for such an ornnipotent purchase. “ At last, Madame,"
said her astonished suitor, " my stars have worked your consent—aEter four years‘
“ solicitation Ihave the happiness to see you." " Do not__rc§o|oe so much, sir," ro-
plied the lady. " Accureed be she that would have llstenedto your messages; but
“ for the illness I have had, and tlfe absolute necessity of providing for my salve-
“ tlon—-I may die"--and hero her tetra interrupted her voice. V - ~
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of Azim-abad to come to the same town. There Shudjah-ed-
d6wlah' having .paid his respects to the Prince, took him to
Djo8sy, over against Ilah-abad, where he threw a bridge of
boats upon the Ganga, and crossed over with him on the fifth
Zilhidj of that same year; after which he encamped at Ilah-abad,
which he made the centre of his victorious standards. From
thence he advanced to Djadj8, where he took up his winter
quarters. In _a few days he turned away all the Marhatta col-
lectors, and established throughout the whole Anterbid Shah-
aalem’s' government; after which, as soon as the rainy season
was over, he decamped on the sixth of the second Rebi, in the
year 1:75, and marched to Calpy, after having appointed his
favourite Minister, Beni-bahadyr, for his Deputy all over his
dominions. From Calpy, which he took out of the hands of the
Marhattas, he carried the Emperor beyond the Djumnah, where
he tool: some rest at the fort of Djehansi, and as the Marhatta
Governor refused to surrender, he was forced to it, after his fort
had been battered for some time. Hitherto Shudjah-ed-d6wlah
had acted as a Vezir, but he had not yet received the investiture
of thathigh ofiice. This ceremony took place on the twenty-
tirst of that month,-'at which time he received from the Emperor
a qhylaat of seven pieces, with four plates of jewels and gems,
and these were followed by a chaplet of pearls which was thrown
over his neck, whilst he was. presented with the casket of Vezir,
which was of gold, studded with jewels. Three days after, his son,
Mirza-amani, was honoured with the superintendence of the
Gli8sl-qhana, or of the private apartments. Nor is it our intention
to say nothing more of this Prince; but-it becomes necessary at
present, that we should attend fora while to the affairs of Decan.

We have alreadyumentioned that Baladji-rao having pined
away. in despiar for the -desfruction of his armies, had gone
to join his brother and his eldest son. The Crown, therefore,
devolved to his youngest son, Mad8-rao, then a child, as did the
management of affairs, to his brother, Ragonat-rio. This happen-
ed at the end of the year 1:74. The next year his neighbour,
Nizam-aaly-qhan, jnow surnamed the second Nizam-el-mulk, ex-
pectingto make his profit of that minority, put himself with his
brother, Selabet-djung, at the head of a numerous army ; and for
some secretreasons which have not trsnspired,he set out from the
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- Fortress of Beder, where he had been for sometime encamped; and

_ marched directly to Aoreng-abad. But he was prevented by
Ragonat-rao, who taking the young Mad8-rao with him, quitted
P8nah at the head of a numerous army, and marched to Shah-
gur, where the two armies came in sight of each other; and
much skirmishing took place fo_r several days, when Nizams
aaly, leaving his heavy baggage and other impedements at
Aoreng-abad, set out with a firm intention to push for P8nah.
"It was the 23rd of that month, in the same year. The Mar-
hattas threw themselves in his way, but he led them, beating
over and over as far as within seven cosses distance from that
Capital. There was in his way a town called T8tca, upon the
shore of the Ganga of Decan(277), a place that contained a
Gentoo temple, extremely revered, and where the Marhattas
had raised many noble buildings. These he levelled with the

. ground, breaking the idol, itself to pieces, and he was going to
serve P8na in the same manner, when a defection appeared inhis
army. For Mir-moghol, surnamed Nassyr-el-mulk, sixth -son
of Nizamacl-mulk’s, having conceived some disgust against his
brothers, joined his concerns with Radjah Ram-chunder, a Com_-_
mander of importance in Nizam-aaly’s army, and both departed
and joined the Marhattas. This ofiicer was shocked at ‘the little
regard shewn to the Gentoo temple, and thought his conscience

“concerned. This defection happened the twenty-seventh of the
‘N - first Djemady, of the year I114. The Gentoo Commander carried

gm], hlmggé his whole brigade with him, and it was a numerous one. After
£22,; nail’ this junction, matters altered considerably; and the Marhattas,
:‘"":;*:":1 who had the worst all along this campaign, now spread them-

-selves round the Mussulman army on the very next d%, and
hm,‘ \ commenced a furious cannonade. This kind of warfare. not

pleasing the valorous and the zealous in Nizam-aaly's army, they
advanced beyond their own artillery, and proceeded to hand-
blows; when mixing with those men that fought at a distance,
‘they stretched vast numbers of them-~ in the field of battle,

W (:77) This Ganga (and that word signifies only in the dd Hill!
--language) lsslsoeslled Godaverl. It passes at-Radjmladsrjpnd elnptidiflb
thsBsyofBeIgllbysevsrnlmoutha,theprlncipsIoiw'_Il@‘:aretl\ntof Nsrslpof
Jndthatoflndjlrsm. Itmaybs ohsIred,thst" the omen-he 0-kn me‘
'whlehh|sbssn|ivsneGresktei-iuieatlonto6nn;\-0. The ' vdiIw'ill‘U
‘theKrlshuueunufinvusdlsDss’ss,ssthcGln|I|~lsin ~
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of Azim-abad to come to the same town. There Shudjah-ed-
d6wlah' having .paid his respects to the Prince, took him to
Djo8sy, over against Ilah-abad, where he threw a bridge of
boats upon the Ganga, and crossed over with him on the fifth
Zilhidj of that same year; after which he encamped at Ilah-abad,
which he made the-centre of his victorious standards. From
thence he advanced to Djadj8, where he took up his winter
quarters. In _a few days he turned away all the Marhatta col-
lectors, and established throughout the whole Anterbid Shah-
aalem's' government; after which, as soon as the rainy season
was over, he decamped on the sixth of the second Rebi, in the
year 1:75, and marched to Calpy, after having appointed his
favourite Minister, Beni-bahadyr, for his Deputy all over his
dominions. From Calpy, which he took out of the hands of the
Marhattas, he carried the Emperor beyond the Djumnah, where
he took some rest at the fort of Djehansi, and as the Marhatta
Governor refused to surrender, he was forced to it, after his fort
had been battered for some time. Hitherto Shudjah-ed-dowlah
had acted as a Vezir, but he had not yet received the invcstiture
of thathigh oflice. This ceremony took place on the twenty-
first of that monthrat which time he received from the Emperor
a qhylaat of seven pieces, with four plates of jewels and gems,
and these were followed by a chaplet of pearls which was thrown
over his neck, whilst he was. presented with the casket of Vezir,
which was of gold, studded with jewels. Three days after, his son,
Mirza-amani, was honoured with the superintendence of the
Gli8sl-qhana, or of the private apartments. Nor is it our intention
to say nothing more of this Prince; but-it becomes necessary at
present, that we should attend for a while to the affairs of Decan.

We have already mentioned that Baladji-rao having pined
away. in despiar for the desfruction of his armies, had gone
to join his brother and his eldest son. The Crown, therefore,
-devolved to his youngest son, Mad8-rao, then a child, as did the
management of affairs, to his brother, Ragonat-rao. This happen-
ed ‘at the end of the year n74. The next year his neighbour,
Nizam-aaly-qhan, fnow surnamed the second Nizam-el-mulk, ex-
pecting to make his profit of that minority, put himself with his
brother, Selabet~djung, at the head of a numerous arm-y ; and for
some secret reasons which have not transpired,he set out fromthe
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Fortress of Beder, where he had been for sometime encamped; and
marched directly to Aoreng-abad. But he was prevented by
Ragonat-rao, who taking the young Mad8-rao with him, quitted
P8nah at the head of a numerous army, and marched to Shah-
gur, where the two armies came in sight of each other; and
much skirmishing took place for several" days, when Nizams.
aaly, leaving his heavy baggage and other impedements at
Aoreng-abad, set out with a firm intention to push for P8nah.
It was the 23rd of that month, in ‘the same year. The Mar-
hattas threw themselves in his way, but he led them, beating
over and over as far as within seven cosses distance from that
Capital. There was in his way a town called T8tca, upon the
shore of the Ganga of Decan(a77), a place that contained a
Gentoo temple, extremely revered, and where the Marhattas
had raised many noble buildings. These he levelled with the
ground, breaking the idol. itself to pieces, and he was going to
serve P8na-in the same manner, when a defection appeared inhis
army. For Mir-moghol, surnamed Nassyr-el-mulk, sixth son
of Nizam-el-mulk’s, having conceived some disgust against his
brothers, joined his concerns with Radjah Ram-chunder, a Com-,
mander of importance in Nizam-aaly’s army, and both departed
and joined the Marhattas. This oflicer was shocked at the "little
regard shewn to the Gentoo temple, and thought his conscience
concerned. This defection happened the twenty-seventh of the
first Dje'mady, of the year I 174. The Gentoo Commander carried
his whole brigade with him, and it was a numerous one. After
this junction, matters altered considerably; and the Marhattas,
who had the worst all along this campaign, now spreadthem;
selves round the Mussulman army on the very next dax, and
commenced a furious cannonade. This kind of warfare not
pleasing the valorous and the zealous in Ni ram-aaly's army,
advanced beyond their own artillery, and proceeded to hand-
blows; when mixing with those men that fought at a distance,
they stretched vast numbers of them in the field of battle,

'(a71) This Gangs (and word slgnifls only‘ in the dd Hindi
language) lsslsoallsd Godsvsrl. resin.»-stain-assess: u-pa-ans‘!-
thsBsyofBsagslbynrsralmonthathsprlncipslolwhiQirsthtofNsrI§oF
sudthstdlndjirun. ltmsyhs ohfl'ved,thst the Gsnnlowhrd
whiehhsshesa[lvsnsGrssktermiutloato6ns(-0|. The 'odsvdlIw's'l!‘b
thsflrishsssnssnsohrsvsrsdlabsssmsstbs Gaps-lsls :-
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Qmungst which were" several relations of both Madh8-rao and
Ragonat-rao, which latter fought on foot that day. The Mar-
"hattas, sensible now that they were an undermatch for their
enemies, thought proper to retreat, and to encamp at adistance,
in order to consult together. They found that all their efforts
had hitherto availed nothing, and that the enemy was now at
seven cosses from P8nah, which he intended to set on fire ; and
if that comes to pass, said they, what are we fighting for?
They were also much affected by a deputation of the inhabi-
tants of P8nah, who asked them, whether they intended to see
their hahitation: on fire, and to deliver their children and
families to the Mussulmen T The Marhattas greatly affected by
this remonstrance, as well as by their own situation, sent Am.
bassadors to Nizam-aaly, to treat of an accommodation. Nizam-
aaly consented, and sold them a peace for several Districts, which
they ceded to him from the Provinces of Aoreng-abad and
Beder, to the amount of twenty-seven lacs a year. This treaty
took place the -sixth of the second Djemady, just one year after
the Abdalies had gained that memorable victory over the Mar-
hattas. A Nizam-aaly, after so advantageous a peace, marched
black to his Capital; and by the way he turned towards Ram-
chunder's country to punish him for his desertion. That whole
tract was given up for plunder to the army, and it was completely
ravaged and ruined. The rainy season setting in at this time,
(and this was about the fourteenth of Zilhidj, in the year 1 175)
he took up his winter quarters at Beder, and that same day he
confined in the citadel his brother, Selabet-djung: a confine-
ment in which he lived fifteen months ; after which death came
to his relief, and having delivered him from the confinement of
his prison, it _carried his soultp the spacious plains of eternity,
where it let it loose. His body was buried in a corner of the
-Mausoleum of.Shah-mahmed-m8ltani. Whilst Nizam-aaly was
at. Beder, he received from Aaly-goher, now styled Shah-aalem,
the Qhylaat of the Government of the whole Decan, vacant by
the demise of Selsbet-djung, the Lord of the Kingdoms. This
Qhylaat he put on with the usual ceremonies; after which he
appointed Radja Pertavent, a I-ledjur-bedi-hrahman, who. was
citizen of the town of Sangmir, to be his Prime Minister, and
bhsdirsctor oi every afiair of State in his dominions. ‘

' Selabet-
djung'l death.

'4



Dlsssnslons
and sevcal
engagunents
between
Madhfl-rlo,
the Marhatta
l'\llelr,.lnd his
anc e, Rago-
It-rao

-

39s ma st-ita
Whilst Nizam-aaly was putting on his Qhylaat, Ragonat

and Madh8-rao were going to pass the rainy season at P8nah,
where dissentions soon arose between them to such a high degree,
that Madh8-rao's Ministers determined to seize Ragonat’s person‘
on the first opportunity. it was in the year 1176. But the
latter receiving timely notice of this scheme, thought proper to
provide for his safety. He set out from P8nah with a. small
number of followers, and took" to the road of Nassuc. There
was at that time at Aoreng-abad, a noble personage, by name
Mahmed-m8rad-qhan-bahadyr, who had been sent thither by
Nizam-aaly, to negotiate with the two parties and to pacify that
nation. This nobleman hearing that Ragonat-rao had quitted
P8nah in distress, marched out of the city, and met him upon
the road, very near Nassuc. This was a lucky event for the
fugitive, whose mind was full of fears and anxiety; for having
advanced _before his people to meet M8rad-qhan, he saluted him
as a welcome friend; and the Marhatta Grandees concluding
from this step of M8rad-qhan’s that Ragonat-rao’s cause was
supported by Nizam-aaly, they flocked to him with their troops
in such numbers, as soon to give his retinue the appearance of
something like a military force. Ragonat-rfio being thus rein-
forced, advanced irom Aoreng-abad to Ahmed-nugur; whilst
:Ma.dh8-rao, on his side, was quitting P8nah with a body of troops,
and pushing for his enemy ; and having soon overtaken him, an
engagement took place, in which Madh8-rio, the nephew, was
worsted by Ragonat-rao, the uncle. The next day he came to
see him, and made use of many excuses. Whilst they were c_on-
ferring together, Nizam-aaly, who had marched with intention
to support Rag8nat-rfio, arrived, but he found the quarrel already
made up. It was at a place called Bedercan8r, whene_,_the
Marhatta Prince advanced to meet him, and where they embraced
each other; after which " they interchanged several entertains
ments. Rag8nat-1-5.0, to acknowledge the readiness with which
Nizam-aaly h‘ad marched to his assistance, made him a present
of several Districts to the amount of fifty ia’os;;a year, to wliigh
he added the Fortress of D68let-abad. The patents of these two
grants we're drawn up in due ‘form, and put in his handsr But
this whole afiair having been managed by M8rad-qhan alone, it
gave so much jealousy to Radja Pertavent, the Prilaeflinistee,
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amongst which were several relations of both Ma¢lh8-rio and
Ragonat-rao, which latter fought on foot that day. The Mar-
‘hattas, sensible now that they were an undermatch for their
enemies, thought proper to retreat, and to encamp at adistance,
in order to consult together. They found that all their efforts
had hitherto availed nothing, and that the enemy was now at
seven cosses from P8nah, which he intended to set on fire ; and
if that comes to pass, said they, what are we fighting for?
They were also much affected by a deputation of the inhabi-
tants of P8nah, who asked them, whether they intended to see
their habitation: an fire, and to deliver their children and
families to the Mussulmen 7 The Marhattas greatly affected by
this remonstrance, as well as by their own situation, sent Am-
bassadors to Nizam-aaly, to treat of an accommodation. Nizam-
aaly consented, and sold them a peace for several Districts, which
they ceded to him from the Provinces of Aoreng-abad and
Beder, to the amount of twenty-seven lacs a year. This treaty
took place the -sixth of the second Djemady, just one year after
the Abdalies had gained that memorable victory over the Mar-
hattas. _ Nizam-aaly, after so advantageous a peace, marched
back to his Capital? and by the way he turned towards Ram-
chunder's country to punish him for his desertion. That whole
tract was given up for plunder‘ to the army, and it was completely
ravaged and ruined. The rainy season setting in at this time,
(and this was about the fourteenth of Zilhidj, in the year I175)
he took up his winter quarters at Beder, and that same day he
confined in the citadel his brother, Selabet-djung: a confine-
ment in which he -lived fifteen months ; after which death came
to his relief, and having delivered him from the confinement of
his prison, it carried h-is_.soul'tp the spacious plains of eternity,
where it let it loose. His body was buried in a corner of the
Mausoleum of.Shah-mahmed-m8ltani. Whilst Nizam-aaly was
at Beder,he_received from Aaly-goher, now styled Shah-aalem,
the Qhylaat of the Government of the whole Decan, "vacant by
the demise of Selabet-djung, the Lord of the Kingdoms. This
Qbylaat he put on with the usual ceremonies ; after which he
appointed Radja Pertavent, a l-ledjur-bedi-brahman, who. was
ditiaen of the town ‘of Sangmir, to be his Prime Minister, and
fie director of every alfair of State in his dominions. '
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Whilst Nizam-aaly was putting on his Qhylaat, Ragonat

and Madh8-rio were going to pass the rainy season at P8nah,
where dissentionssoon arose between them to such a high degree,

_ that Madh8-rao's Ministers determined to seize Ragonat’s person
on the first opportunity. It was in the year 1176. But the
latter receiving timely notice of this scheme, thought proper to
provide for his safety. He set out from P8nah with a small
number of followers, and took’ to the road of Nassuc. There

.£|.':"'£|°“' was at that time at Aoreng-abad, a noble personage, by name
fig?" Mahmed-m8rad-qhan-bahadyr, who had been sent thither by
Madh8-rln, Nizam-aaly, to negotiate with the two parties and to pacify that
§f,ff‘_‘,{,',‘,“,§', nation. This nobleman hearing that Ragonat-rao had quitted
:f_1:iaR'l°' P8nah in distress, marched out of the city, and met him upon

the road, very near Nassuc. This was a lucky event for the
fugitive, whose mind was full of fears and anxiety; for having
advanced before his people to meet M8rad-qhan, he saluted him
as a welcome friend; and the Marhatta Grandees concluding
from this step of M8rad-qhan’s that Ragonat-r5.o's cause was
supported by Nizam-aaly, they flocked to him with their troops
in such numbers, as soon to give his retinue tbé appearance of
something like a military force. Ragonat-rao being thus rein:
forced, advanced from Aoreng-abad to Ahmed-nugur; whilst
.‘Madh8-ran, on his side, was quitting P8nah with a body of troops,
and pushing for his enemy ; and having soon overtaken him, an

' engagement took place, in which Madh8-rio, the nephew, was
worsted by Ragonat-rao, the uncle. The next day he came to
see him, and made use of many excuses. Whilst they were c_on-

‘ ferring together, Nizam-aaly, who had marched with intention
‘ to support Rag8nat-rio, arrived, but he found the quarrel already

,_ made up; It was at a place called Bedercan8r, where__;the
Marhatta Prince advanced to meet him, and where they embraced
each other; after which they interchanged several entertaih-,
ments. Rag8nat-rao, to acknowledge the readiness with which
Nizam-aaly hid marched to his assistance, made him a present
of several Districts to the amount of fifty ls_es__a year, to wll_i,:h

' he added the Fortress of D68let-abad. The patents of thesetwo
grants we're drawn up in due form, and put in his hands. But

' this whole afiair having been managed by M8md-qhan alone, it
gave so much jealousy to Radja Pertavent, the
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that he resolved to break a treaty which seemed to eclipse him.
Without waiting till Nizam-aaly’s people should have taken
possession of the fortress, or settled Collectors and Governors
all over the ceded Districts, he turned his master's mind in such
a manner, that he proposed to arrest Rag8nat-rfio, and to sub-
stitute in his stead another Marhatta Prince, called Djano-dji,
son to Rag8-dji-bosslah, who was then Mucasdar or hereditary
Collector of the Province of Barar, and whom he brought to camp
under promise of putting him at the head of the regency at
P8nah. But whilst Nizam-aaly was regulating another man's
house,he experienced dissensions in his own. His brother, Mirza-
mogul deserted from his family, in order to throw himself in
the arms of the Marhattas, but having soon discovered that his
new friends were much more inclined to quarrel amongst them-
selves than to pay any attention to either his person or interest,
he took a disgust at his'situation,:and came back to his brother,
who received him kindly.

Meanwhile the first treaty having been broke in so unexpect-
ed a manner, Nizam~aaly marched with a numerous army
against Rag8nat-rao, who being unwilling to try his forces in a
pitched battle, wheeled round, and commenced plundering and
ravaging.the country; a practice from which there is no wean-
ing a Marhatta. With thirty thousand horse, he advanced to
the very suburbs of Aoreng-abad, and asked of the inhabitants
of that city an immense contribution. But Mutemen-el-mulk,
_-Governor of the Province, availed himself so well of the small
force and small artillery, which he had at hand; he distributed
the burghers so well upon the towers and walls of the city,
and made so an use of the activity of the l-limmet-qhan-
-bahadyr, Cutval of the Police; that Rag8nat-rao was kept in
play with negotiations and messages, until Nizam-aaly might be
at hand. Nevertheless, the Marhatta, who was apprised of the
state of the place, resolved to storm it. On the twentieth of
Shaaban, in theyear 1171, his people advanced at day-break to
the foot of the wall, and applied to it a number of scaling lad-
ders, as well as some of the loftiest elephants, by which expe-
dient they got upon the wall ; and tearing some boards from about
fie gates, they wanted to make use of them as a bridge to get
- bwn from the towers. But "Himmet-qhan and Mirza-bakyr-qhan
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having run directly -to that part, and exhorted some of the-
bravest citizens that had followed them, to exert themselves
in defending their honor and their families, “this exhortation
had such a good effect, that those brave burghers, some of
whom were so ill armed, as to have no other arms than their
own slippers, fell vigorously upon those that had got upon the
wall, and overthrew them down on the other side, where they all
perished; nor did another attack on an opposite part of the city
succeed better. There were likewise numbers of Marhattas slain,
and here likewise the citizens bravely defended their walls
against the escalade. In the confusion the driver of the ele-
phant on " which Ragonat-rao rode, having been struck by a
musket-ball and an arrow, the animal turned its back; and
this arrow, like a line drawn across, parted the combatants.
The attack ceased at once; and Rag8nat-ri-io, having had full
time to bi_te the finger of shame and disappointment, returned to
his camp. The next day, on hearing that Nizam-aaly’s victori-
ous standards were hat hand, he decamped, and marched into
the Buglana. This was the sixth day after Aoreng-abad had
been invested; and Nizam-aaly arrived at the very time, when
the Marhattas had turned towards Barar, with intention to sac-
cage that province. But Nizam-aaly, advancing by long marches
to Balap8r, threw himself in their way, and stopped them
shortfas by a wall. Ragonat-rio, sensible of this, wheeled round
his rear, and giving him the slip, he marched close under the
walls of Aoreng-abad, on his w_ay to Haider-abad itself, a Capital
at fifteen days’ journey from the’ latter city. Nizam -aaly pursued,
and advanced on his pursuit as far as the shores of the Ganga of
Decan. There he altered his mind, and instead of scampering
after those freebooters, he thought it more advantageous to
turn about, and to march straight to P8nah. Being arrived
beyond Ahmed-nugur, he informed his Commanders as well as
his army of his intention, and he declared that he meant noless
than to pay those freebooters in kind, by» burning their habits.-
tions and sacking theircountry. He wss[t8;_g0'0d as his word,
and putting his design into execution everywliene, he advanced
within ten cosses of P8nah,‘ where he encamped; The inhabi-
tants of that Clpitll had fled‘ wi their families, either to the
strong-holds, or to some dificult morntainous tracts; aid
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that he resolved to break a treaty which seemed to eclipse him.
Without waiting till Nizam-aaly’s people should have taken
possession of the fortress, or settled Collectors and Governors
all over the ceded Districts, he turned his masters mind in such
a manner, that he proposed to arrest Rag8nat-r:‘io, and to sub-
stitute in his stead another Marhatta Prince, called Djano-dji,
son to Rag8-dji-bosslah, who was then Mucasdar or hereditary
Collector of the Province of Barar, and whom he brought to camp
under promise of putting him at the head of the regency at
P8nah. But whilst Nizam-aaly was regulating another man's
house,he experienced dissensions in his own. His brother, Mirza-
mogul deserted from his family, in order to throw himself in
the arms of the Marhattas, but having soon discovered that his
new friends were much more inclined to quarrel amongst them-
selves than to pay any attention to either his person or interest,
he took a disgust at his situation,:and came back to his brother,
who received him kindly.

Meanwhile the first treaty having been broke in so unexpect-
ed a manner, Nizam-aaly marched with a numerous army
against Rag8nat-rfio, who being unwilling to try his forces in a
pitched battle, wheeled round, and commenced plundering and
ravaging the country ; a practice from which there is no wean-
ing a Marhatta.’ With thirty thousand horse, he advanced to
the very suburbs of Aoreng-abad, and asked of the inhabitants
of that city an immense contribution. But Mutemen-el-mulk,
Governor of the Province, availed himself so well of the small
force and small artillery, which he had at hand ; he distributed
"the burghers so well upon the towers and walls of the city,
and made so goodian use of the activity of the Himmet-qhan-
bahadyr, Cutval of the Police; that Rag8nat-rao was kept in
play with negotiations and messages, until Nizam-aaly might be
at hand. Nevertheless, the Marhatta, who was apprised of the
state of the place, resolved to storm it. On the twentieth of
Shaabau, in the "year 1177, his people advanced at day-break to
the foot of the wall, and applied to it a number of scaling lad-
derl, as well as some of the loftiest elephants, by which expe-
dient they got upon the wall ;and tearing some boards from about
the gates, they wanted to make use of them as a bridge to get
five from the towers. But l-limmet-qhan and Mirza-bakyr-qhan

Rsgonlt-Ill!
attempts to

oren1'°'l'i$-I»-d.
bus‘ lsvlgs;
ou rta. ’ '9'



4» rna st-Em . .
having run directly -to that part, and exhorted some of the
bravest citizens that had followed them, to exert themselves
in defending their honor and their families, this exhortation
had such a good efl'ect,_ that those brave burghers, some of
whom were so ill armed, as to have no other arms than their
own slippers, fell vigorously upon those that had got upon the
wall, and overthrew them down on the other side, where they all
perished ; nor did another attack on an opposite part of the city
succeed better. There were likewise numbers of Marhattas slain,
and here likewise the citizens bravely defended their walls
against the escalade. In the confusion the driver of the ele-
phant on - which Ragonat-rao rode, having been struck by a
musket-ball and an arrow, the animal turned its back; and
this arrow, like a line drawn across, parted the combatants.
The attack ceased at once; and Rag8nat-rtio, having had full
time to bite the finger of shame and disappointment, returned to
his camp. The next day, on hearing that Nizam-aaly's victori-
ous standards were iat hand, he decamped, and marched into
the Buglana. This was the sixth day after Aoreng-abad had
been invested; and Nizam-aaly arrived at the very time, when
the Marhattas had turned towards Barar, with intention to sac-
cage that province. But Nizam-aaly, advancing by long marches
to Balap8r, threw himself in their way, and stopped them
short,-as by a wall. Ragonat-rao, sensible of this, wheeled round
his rear, and giving him the slip, he marched close under the
walls of Aoreng-abad, on his way to Haider-abad itself, a Capital
at fifteen days’ journey from thd latter city. Nizam -aaly pursued-,
and advanced on his pursuit as far as the shores of the Ganga of
Decan. There he altered his mind, and instead of scampering
after those freebooters, he thought it more advantageous to
turn about, and to march straight to P8nah. Being arrived
beyond Ahmed-nugur, he informed his Commanders as well as
his army of his intention, and he declared that he meant noless
than to pay those freebooters in kind, by burning their habita-
tions and sacking their country. He was asgood as his word,
and putting his design into execution everywhem, he advanced
within ten cosses of P8nah; where he encamped. The inhabi-
tants of that Capital had fled‘ wi h their families, either to the
strongholds, or to some dificult molntsiaous tracts; and the city
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remainirig empty, it was Iset on fire, and with all its buildings,
levelled with the ground; and. both that city and its territory
were plundered, sacked and ruined; nor was anything spared.
Let us admire that Providence, which by Divine ways of its own,
could bring -about such an unexpected change. Three years
before, whilst Baladji and his nephew, Sada-sy8, were alive, the
Marhatta name was so much respected from the bottom of
Decan up to the walls of Lahor, that no man could be found
daring enough to lay his hand upon a straw belonging to a man
of that nation ; and behold l a short time after, P8nah itself, the
Capital of that formidable Marhatta Empire, falls a prey to gangs
of plunderers, and those buildings, that had cost lacs upon lacs,
are plundered and sacked, and then given for food to a devour-
ing fire. Thedate of this expedition has been conserved in the
following verses of the composition of Mir-evlad-mahmed-zeca,
nephew to Mir-g8lam-aaly, the freed, that famous Poet of
Belgram, and here is the chronogram of that event, in the last
verse of thefollowing quartrain:

_ “ This second Asset-djs(a78), ss powerful as Solomon,
" Has burned and ruined the Capital of those Brahmans.
" Hes: the date from your keen-sighted Poet Zeea:
“ The Mussulmen army has set on fire P8nah."

Whilst Nizam-aaly was sacking P8nah, Ragonat-rao was
before the walls of Haider-abad, exerting every nerve to make
himself master of the city. But the Governor, Dilir-qhan, the
Aoreng-abadian, had so well encouraged the citizens, had raised
“such a body of troops, made such a provision of nec'essaries, and
disposed every thing so ably and with so much order, that all
Ragonat’s attacks and efforts proved abortive, and they ended
only in hislosing a great number of men. So that finding him-
self baflied here also, he fell hack and retreated. The remainder
of this singular campaign is not come to my knowledge, in

(278) A'sssf-djs is the inst surname bestowed by the Emperor on Nizam-el-
lhulk. His son,‘Nissm-ssiy, the only one of his numerous oifspring that resembled
his fltherin abilities, was himself surnamed Assef-djs-ssni,~er Asset-djs the second,
the name need all nlongby our author, but which we have been obliged to drop, es
our seeders (it eves we have any) msyhe all English, s ‘nation that knows that
Prince only by his nnine of Niznm-lniy. This expresslonof Assd-djs is that
which the French, in their relations of the incursion of the Marhattas in the
Csrnstieie |14s,hsvehseeendesvouringtespell bythe words Asssssnd Ase-
-.-s=.s=~<. -~ ~ 1 "- y
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such a‘ manner as to enable me to speak of it properly.
Nevertheless,,alth'ough little is to be expected from my slender,
abilities, I hope to be able to give ahproper account of it, as soon
as I acquire more particulars and more certain? information on
the subject. This much is only come to my knowledge, upon the
affairs of Decan, that at this time, that is in the year 1195 of the
Hedjira(219), Nizam-aaly-qhan, who richly deserves the title of
second Assef-dja, enjoys now the dominion of most of the
Provinces left him by his father, and governs with a firmness of
command that does him honor. Duly there is a report thatin
the war which rages now between the English and Haider-nalc,
in the Province of Arcat, and again between the English and
the Marhattas in the western parts of Decan, Nizam-aaly is not
s'o neutral as he looks, and that underhand he favorizes the
Indian cause. But this I offer only as a surmise, as the truth of
it is what God only may know. i

. My me_moirs are much more certain with respect to the
affairs of Hindostan, and the Capital of the Empire. 'S8r8dj-
fefilll the Prince, Djatt, was unwilling. to submit to Nedjib-'
ed-dowlah, whom the Abdali-king had appointed guardian of the
-young Prince Djuvan-baqht, as well as Regent of the Empire-,
until Shah-aalem himself should be arrived from Azim-abad.
Sensible of the weakness of the Empire, he resolved to benefit
byfit at any rate, notwithstanding the dreadful chastisement that
hlfl been inflicted under his very eyes upon the Marhattas,
and he opened a negotiation for that purpose with the Governor
of the castle of Acber-abad. -flllfithout reflecting on the conse-
quence of his action, he engaged him, under promise of a large
sum of money, to deliver that citadel to him. And. thus a
Hindoo and a Djatt became the maoster of one of the two Capitaia
of Hindostan, that is of a mighty city where the Babrian Erh-
perors had been these many ages hoarding up their treasures,
stores, and precious fortune. . =
7 (979)l780oftheChrintlanErn. ' ’ 7' *7 "1
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remaining empty, it was set on fire, and with all its buildings,
levelled with the ground; and both that city and its territory
were plundered, sacked and ruined; nor was anything spared.
Let us admire that Providence, which by Divine ways of its own,
could bring about such an unexpected change. Three years
before, whilst Baladji and his nephew, Sada-sy8, were alive, the
Marhatta name was so much respected from the bottom of
Decan up to the walls of Lahor, that no man could be found
daring enough to lay his hand upon a straw belonging to a man
of that nation; and behold l a short time after, P8nah itself, the
Capital of that formidable Marhatta Empire, falls a_ prey to gangs
of plunderers, and those buildings, that had cost lacs upon lacs,
are plundered and sacked, and then given for food to a devour-
ing fire. Thedate of this expedition has been conserved in the
following verses of the composition of Mir-evlad-mahmed-zeca,
nephew to Mir-g8lam-aaly, the freed, that famous Poet of
‘Belgram, and here is the chronogram of that event, in the last
verse of thefollowing quartrain:

, " Thissecond Asset-dja(s78), as powerful as Solomon,
“ Has burned and ruined the Capital of those Brahmsns.
“ l-leer the date from your keen-sighted Poet Zeca:
“ The Mussulman army has set on lire P8nah."

Whilst Nizam-aaly was sacking P8nah, Ragonat-rao was
before the walls of I-iaider-abad, exerting every nerve to make
himself master of the city. But the Governor, Dilir-qhan, the
Aoreng-abadian, had so well encouraged the citizens, had raised
“such a body of troops, made such a provision of nec'essaries, and
disposed every thing so ably and with so much order, that all
Ragonat’s attacks and efforts proved abortive, and they ended
only in hislosing a great number of men. So that finding him-
self bamed here also, he fell hack and retreated. The remainder
of this singular ‘campaign is not come to my knowledge, in

(378) Asset‘-dis is the last surname bestowed by the Emperor on Nizam4l-
sttnlk. His son,'Nisam-ealy, the only one of his numerous offspring that resembled
his father in abilities, was himself surnamed Assef-dja-sani, or Asset-dja the second.
the name used all along hyour author, but which we have obliged to drop, as,
our rmders (if ever we have any) may be all English, a nation that knows that
Prince only by his name of Nizam-aaly. This eapressionof Assd-dja is that
which the French, in their relations of the incursion of the Marhattas in the
Cersstieis|74s,havebesnendesvourlngtospsil bythe words Assssend Ase-
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such a.‘ manner as to enable me to speak of it properly.
Nevertheless,,although_iittle is to be expectedflrnin my slender-_
abilities, I hope to be able to give aproper accougiof it, as soon
as I acquire more particulars and more certainkin ormation on
the subject. This much is only come to my knowledge, upon the
affairs of Decan, that at this time, that is in the year rrg5 of the
I-ledjira(27'9), Nizam-'a_aly-qhan, who richly deserves the title of
second Assef-dja, enjoys now the dominion of most of the
Provinces left him by his father, and governs with a firmness of

9.

command that does him honor. Only there is a report tha,t.in
the war which rages now between the English and Haider-nalc,
in the Province of Arcat, and again between the English and
the Marhattas in the western parts of Decan, Nizam-aaly is not
s‘o neutral as he looks, and that underhand he favorizes the
Indian cause. But this I offer only as a surmise, as the truth of
it is what God only may know. '

My memoirs are much more certain with respect to the
affairs of Hindostan, and the Capital of the Empire. rsa=asj-
jsflill the Prince, Djatt, was unwilling to submit to Ncdjib-A
ed-ddwlah, whom the Abdali-king had appointed guardian of‘the
-young Prince Djuvan-baqht, as well as Regent of the Empire,
until Shah-aalem himself should be arrived from Azim-abad.
Sensible of the weakness of the Empire, he resolved to benefit
by it at any rate, notwithstanding the dreadful chastisement that
hlfl b’een inflicted under his very eyes upon the Marhattas,
and he opened a negotiation rs; that purpose with the Governor
of the castle of Acber-abad. ¥Without reflecting on the conse-
quence of his action, he engaged him, under promise of a large
sum -of money, to deliver that citadel to him. And. thus a
Hindoo and a. Djatt became the maoster of one of the two Capi_t’al___a
of Hindostan, that is of a. mighty city where the Babrian Erit-
perors had been these many ages hoarding up" their treasures,
atores,'and precious fortune. , ' .
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i Seir.Mutaqher1'n or the View of Modern Times actually taken
an overvieyv .-of the history of seven -last Moghul Emperors of
1'-lindusta_n.'_;"_1‘hrough its four-volume _;wide-angle, it focuses the
history oflhdia from 1118 to 1194 of the I-ledjrah. It also delves deep
into the underlying factors that caused the rise and fall of the last
sovereigns of Bengal and.Oudh, Besides giving an account of the
English Wars in Bengal. It would not be misnomer to call this work
‘the Chronicle f the_Downfall of Moghul Empire’.

Originalfigscribed‘ in Persian, by a close relation of Nawab Aly
Verdy Khan, monumental worlt has an aura of prsonal- touch
and authenticity. The whole hitory bears the charm of memoirs. The
author?s treatment of subjects is forceful, language impressive and
narrative vivacious. These volumes will innately evoke the attention
of researchers and deserve a place of pride in every library. .
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