
Three Letters of Maharani Jind Kaur 

BY 

SARDAR GANDA SINGH, M.A., Ph.D. 

The story of the incarceration of Maharan~ Jind .K;aur 
'!p~pularly known as Mai Jindan), the mother 'of ·Maharaja Duleep 
Singh, in the fort of Lahore, her removal from there to the fort 
ff ;Shcikhupura as a State prisoner and her ultimate banishment 
~!ll the Panj,ab is very tragic. But it has become all the more 
~~gic and painful by the discovery of three of her letters, which 
IJim the subject of this paper. These letters were purchased by ".'1, .. 
;PIe in October 1940 from Pt. Kirpa Ram, a grandson of the late 
'lW Sahib Pandit Wazir Chand Trikha of Jhang, for the Khalsa 
f.o»ege, Amritsar, and are now preserved there in the collection 
"anhe Sikh History Research Department. One of these letters 
Uim the Maharani's own handwriting while the other two are 
~~ns. literation of the originals, rendered into Persian characters 
~YilHerbert B. Edwardes, whose initials (H.B.E.) are inscribed 
tB.erE!On, One d them bears the initials (.J.L.) of John Lawrence. 

I The first letter was written on, or a day or two after, the 
~~!~! of August, 1847, when it was decided by the British Resident. 
~hLahore, Colonel Henry Lawrence, that "the Maharani is to 
~bhfine herself to the Summan [Burj]" in the fort of Lahore and 
lhat. some of her old servants were to be dismissed and replacf;' -l 
~~. those chosen by the Government. 

Ever since the arrival of the British in the PHnjab after the 
Anglo-Sikh war of 1845-46, there had been a clash of interests. 
f~'-

I
:q~ the one side there : were the politicals of the East India Com-
~y who wished to ·, establish themselves permanently in the 
~~jab , They had got a foothold in the country and they did 
JJ!5.t .. ~ 'want to 'go back. In fact they had their eyes far beyond the 
i~ u'ontiers to the north west. On the . other side was the 
i~~~~Il-mother, Maharani Jind Kaur, who had been in favour of 
It/Ie' retention 'of the British troops, to begin with, as long as, under 
~h 'iterms of the treaties of the 9th and 11th March, 1346 "the 
r~,~jtish ' Government will not exercist;! any interference in the 
,i l .. f! 

ni·:~~ 
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internal administration of the : ·.,ahor~ State-but in all cases or' 
ques tions which may be ~eferf( d to the British Government, th~ 
Governor-General ' ~ill give the aid of his advise for the furthel~ 
nllt:e of the interests of the Laho: 'e Government,"l But she had bee~ 
c1i s iJIusioJ1Cd to find that in the course of their nine months' sta~, 
in the cOllnLrv the British had won over, by liberal grants and 
pr ,mises of .J~,.giTS, high ollices: titles and other favours, most ~n 
the leading chiefs of the State a :td had so lubricated thp.m in the~' 
ow n fCl VOlll' as Lo make them t1lrn their backs upon the interesl$:, 
o r Lite Lahore State and to peti lion to the British Governmedt' ti 
ti .L; h (en the British hold upon t.he Panjab, 'Maharani Jind Ka~ 
stllull .v opposed the treaty of Bh ll'owal (December 16, 1846) whic~1 

, ,·· ~I 

phl CP c1 th e administ.ration of tl e Panjab entirely into the han,. 
or the Br itish Resic1c i1t with "£ III authority to direct and control 
nil ma Llers ill ever y clepal'tmen of the State,"2 

M'lharani Jinc1 Kaur wished to save the Panjab from the clu\ 
ches of fhe Bl'itish Government In the words of Henry Lawr~ui 
j f) fh e Government, December 17, 1846-a day after the Irb3 " 
of Bhal'o wal-"During the last day or two, her whole eneJgi ' ~ , !l~p have been de\'ot~c1 to an ende.lvour to win over the Sardarr- ,!i' 
hi gh al1d. low order and to uniio! them all together in a schenlef~ 
independent government of whi·!h she herself was to be the head.I 
BilL I.hi :; was successfully foill d by Frederick Currie with l .~~ 
h ,.. lp nf Cf)1I11 CiJl01'S like Tej Sinl h-a non-Panjabi3 Commander-:~ 
Cil icf of 1.111:' Sikh [ol'Ces-w]-H ' had played to the tune of I ~t 
B riti :;h in 18,15-46 W<Il' and brou ~ ht about the defeat of the L~Qiiv 
[11' /11 ~'. 

l 'he tJ'erllv of Bharowal, De ·;emher 16, 1846, made the BritisH 
. I ~ 

n f'~ id e l1t a l: Lahore an absolute and sole dictator in the Pan~~~~ 
Th e' G C' ve 1'l101' General, Sir Hcr ·J'Y Hardinge, was very particular) 
;1hnlll. "crlllciw.! IVl:lharani Jinc! Kaur to a nonentity, He had;, 
fi1(' l'! ·fll l'e, W] 'jf:le l1 to Currie 011 December 7, 1846, that "in ~~~ 
n[! l'e'c l11 ent made [or cf)ntinuin: ~ the occupation of Lahore, Ih~~ 

1. Aif(~h i son , TTeati cs . 1892 VeL I X. No. XVI, P, 42, 
2. G~l1d<1 Singh, S om e New Ugh , on the Treaty af Bharowr.l, Proceed­

i ll/!, LHJ1 .C .. xvrr (1940) , p. SG; Arti :Ie 2 of the Treaty. 
~ . 'r,' ; Sin"]. w ,,< '" "r>Dh!!"! 0.£ .JP.1 nat;l"r Khushal Singh. a Gaur Bl'~hmjn 

or lkri in S" rdhnl111 par!!~l1llilh of Me ~l'llt District iI~ the U.P,-The Pallj3b 
Chir·/s. 18G5, p . 2[1 . 
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deprivatiolJ. of power is a.n· indispensable condition."4 And it was 
,y.rith this object in view that he had further suggested in the 
s~e letter, "If the. Sardars and influential chiefs, and especially 
.the Att;ueewala family, urge the British Government to be guar­
lian. of the Maha-Raja during his minority, the Ranee's power 
\Vill cease silently and' quietly, the admission being recorded that 
the Briti?h Govern~e,nt~ as guardi~n of the Boy and administ~ring 
lJle.affairs of the Sta.je( is· to exerd~e aU the functions and possess 
all the powers of the . Regent on behalf of the Prince."5 

~ . . 

. This' was accomplished by the Treaty of Bharowal. ·The·Mah:a. 
ranee was pensioned . 6ff with an annu~l allowance of one lakh 
and fifty thousand rupees. 

But the British ijoliticals at Lahore were not fully satisfied, 
The Ranee", accordi~g to Herbert Edwardes, " .... had more wit 

Ililld daring than any man of her nation."6 And according to the 
IHistory of the Panjab, 1846, Vol. II, she was possessed of a wonder-
1f1 'ability "to act with · energy and spirit" and was well known 
~(i!peing skilful in the use of her pen, whereby, it is supposed, 
ilie :~as 'able to arrange and combine means of Hira Singh's over­
~t!ifQ~." (p. ii, 311) As long as she was iD Lahore, the British 
),~~~l not f.eel secure in thelr sa~dle in t ~~e Pahjab, thought the 

l tish ReSIdent. He, therefore, ti-Ied to ' glve the dog a bad name 
. :: ~l~ang it." She was advertised as implicated in everything allti­

. . ntish ·in the country. She was said to be at the bottom of the 
~ema cOnS'piracy for the murder of Sardar Tej Singh and of the <:: • ' 

I~rection at Multan. But there was no proof, nor could any 
~d~nce be got against her. As such, no legal action could i~ any 
icase be taken against her. ., . . 
". . 

A strong pretence, however, came handy to the British Resi-
.- I • 
luent;Col. ' Henry Lawrence, on the 7th of August, 1847, when in 
~~ Darba.1· held for the purpo.se of conferring titles and honours 
~~" those' ~eJected by tl1e Resi~e~t, ' the 'young Maharaja Duleep 
,$.ingh refused.10 anoint Sardar Tej Singh with the til.aJc of the 
(~t1e·' :ofRaja. The Maharaja could not have done this on' his own 

'14/ Ganda Singh, Some New Ligltt on. the TTea.ty at BltYl·owa.l, Pl:O. 

tlUtC., XVII (1940) , pp. 92-93 . 
. . \ i b d' 5. Ii., p. 93. r 

~J Bell, An.nexation. of the Punjab, 13. 
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illitiaLivl' , argued the ;B.esident. He construed it as an affront to 
the DriLish Govcrnwent who had, lecided to create Tej Singh a 
[ttljrr, ev idcn lly, in recognition of I'is services to them. But.his 
loyal l:,: lu and cumpli ci Ly wiLh the 6 ritish in the Anglo-Sikh war 
of li.H;)··· I{j, when h e was himself t ile Commander-in-chief of the 
Sikh [urces anayed against Lhe BriLsh, was, according to all inter­
prctalioll:; of political morality, not iling short of treachery to the 
C U\'Cl"lllllellt of lhe Pallj ab whose trusted servant he was. And 
the Maharani could not have willin! :ly allowed a traitor to be ano­
iulecl L,y her own SOil whose caUSE he had so basely betrayed. 

Tltc n ,esidcHl cOllsidel'ed such an influence of the Maharani 
Ull be r SOil as nul conducive to the l"p-bringing of the young Maha­
r~tja allLl the lIlouldillg of hi!; mind and character according to the 
future plalls am1 designs of the British Government who had 
decided lIj,)Oll th,~ annexation of hi~ country sooner or later. The 
Govern' )l'-Gencral, therefore, read ly agreed to the proposal of 
sqJal'aLillg the 1I10ther from her s m prior to her removal from 
Lahore ancl ultimate banishment [1" 1m the country. To begin with, 
she was ordered to conline hersel : to the Samman Burj in the 
furl or Lahore, £rom wliere she wrote as follows to Henry 
LnlVrem:e: 

Li lchtClilL BioL S,iihio, AMra 'L Srihib jog. Robloiil'L 

ASCI n O,PlhCL sir tul~iide hawiili leitii sI, tustin ni1?tak har.imiill 
el,j )J" iril n J; ich de cl iU;r/, suo Tustin sadi mallshl nri piii. Tulldnti. 
jo chtl.hic.lcl. si jo clCL'ryaja,tt leal' leo sade jU'Inme lagcLci so liionde, 
N illw.lc ha1'(lmrin de ICC/he nahin si lagnii.. Tusiin vaclde Malviiriij 
ell. (/osll val bhi nahin clitth'ii. Tusiia nuh'i abl-u lokan ton luhiti e. 
TuslIn /c1'I1.1'1uiimvan te ahdnii:mi,iin 1/'1= pel' bhi lcujh amal nalvin kitii.. 

RCljii Ui,l Singh m enL mohtbal' Ie klviii1'khxih te nintiikhaliil si. 
Su LII.,s-lin Wk$i"L her hi bhej d i ttli. ' {'(i n asiin kujh nah'in tus.la n.1l 
rt":it i fl. . Sadri clil liich eh gal si jD ~11) Siihib slide piis ne, siinn'u dar 
lcisdii. e. ScI'Il U ·i.s gal di Ichiiuar 1 n.h'fn si jhuthViin galliin sade 
jWII,'/n, : Iii. ke te l;:ocli,cl chaluii Icitii. 

K o! sacli Wcit at dass,] va ku.jh sac ~e jumme Liio .a. p1ter 3D tuhddi 
I" "'I'jl: 111Il!di. sci /cCl'rcie. IIc 'In'iiin Le Mah[i"iij tc bii,! tehlnan, asZ1l 
Sfl.f)(.Il!ctn bich /eri i.d V{Ln, Hi5,' ,Vat llee:)' sabh lcaah clitte n6. Asin 
/'a/tll(; Lfich-ii.l' Iwe lin. p ani trE l'ofi b '1.t niilt'i.n -ii.tm dende. Is tar4l~ 
j,:; sii1/.1L (tl "'!) /\.Crt/li 6: is gaLllco/.Dn 1: lLiins~ lag(L cleo . 

.fa (. I t..~,[l n s(/di rl;U1l.clf; kit! tan a :hht gaLL, nahtn t,an Nanda?! 
Sell L~I , r u i(' h lJlw ru,id'"7w riiJlgr:? Hal' jdwoi.i. dudh lakh liiy,ii, si, oh bhi 



THREE LE'I':TERS OF 'MAHARANI JIND KAUR 26H 

:ilahin kise ditlJiL~ .) .Hor jehrii c1W.r mahin~ de bich khar ch kiM. Sl 
ik~anjd haziil', s{j;JHi~ 9ahn~bech 1ce. Missar Megh,,aj"n11n de ditbii. 
~. ,Ki~t lcolon lcu:jj~.: ,mangde nah'tn san." Apne gahne Meh; ke gUJ1-an 
[carde san .. Ben~lia~lc sadi iib,'il' k,tun rahi . . ·.Mangtlin ki . taksir kit!. 
un1l' ·.bhi kaddh ditVii:. 
i' ' "::A:f M,a,h.a,-aj. S¥ii-: pas a ke bahttt ~onde rahe ne; iikhan 'T.agge 
l~f.11-l1 ' Bi~_~an .Singh' te Guvab Singh aa"aunde ne. Je Wn' Mahardj 
~· nt~. d~T i@;l"i'tu.jh ho .gW, van phir main ki Icariingi. Unman' n11 ,iikhia 
~~. t1J.h4:~ti'· S,ahib . a.a hulcam hai jo Sh·a..l,a biig joii ke utro. Oh. sun 
~kf te Iii/vut l'Oll,de- l·aM .. 
. .A :j'ehriiCln gaLLii.li>~ade ' ,;al' kal'de hO Icise mjwiire bid!; .nl\,h'in 
:~oi!/iin. ' Tusin gujjTie" raj kion S1iimbhde M? Ziihl1ii. ho ke . ki61t 
j.lllhin kal·de. Niile bic.h dost?: d.a., harf m-khde .0, naLe bi~h dosii."'wa 
.harf rakhde 0, 1.ale kaid Icarde o!! Mel''i .ad4lat, icarD, naMn viin 
'N,qndan faryad ka1,an~ Tinrvli.n chailh nimak.-ha.-ama11:ura.kh 
':liIo; hol' 'sar/: Pajab 11.ut,katCll1<:ra dio inhan de ankhe lag: ke' teo 

(Mohar) 
Akdl Sahae 

Bib! Jind Kaur7 

Translated into Eng~ish, it reads as under: 

fR'Obkar . \ 

:from Bibi [~ind Ka,ur] Sahib to, [Colonel] Lawrence. I had 
mtrusted my 'head to, yomi"' care. You have thrust it under the feet 
2£ traitors. You have not done justice to me. Yo.u ought to have 
ilJstituted an enquiry, and- then charged me with what you found 
~gainSt me. You ought not to have acted upon what the traitors 
wId you. 

"You Have kept no regard of the friendship of the great Maha­
raja. You' have caused me to be disgraced by other people. You 
have not even remained true to treaties and agreements. Raja 
Lal Singh was true and ' faithful to me. He was loyal. . Having 
Ieyelled charges against him, you sent him away_ Then we~ never 
laid anything to you. We thought that as the Sahib himself was 
with US" we had no fear from any oneo We could never imagine 
that we will be put in prison ,with baseless charges concocted 
?gainst us. Produce .any . :wi-itings of ours. Prove any charges 
aga~t me. I Then 'you could do anything you liked. 

7. Tloansliterated into ROlilan script from the original ' Panjab~ 

autograph. 
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"NlyseH, (.bi! Maharajah and t1 lenty-two maid-servants are 
illlprisoned JlI lhe Sallllnan [Emj]. 1\.11 other servants have been 
dis lni s:::<:d . We arc 111 a very helples; cOllllition. Even water and 
j'lJud 'In.! IlUl allowed to come in. I'i ow that you persecute us ' in 
this \\, "y, il i:; bct LeI' Lhal you hang 1105 instead of it. 

c'.!!' Y() U atlllliJlislcr j lIstic.:e to us well and good; otherwise I 
sha ll <.1 JltJl'al to . Londun h eadquarters Even the allowance of one 
lnkh ; lIld filty .· llllllls illld thaI. had 1J, !en fixed has not been paid 
by any bl,dy . . 'I'll<! Cl lllUUlll of fifty-olle thousand that I had spent 
ill JOlll' Ill unLhs, I h a ve paid to Miss'l l' lVIeghraj after having sold 
Ill y Ol'll aillen ts. I ne ver begged for " nything from anyone. Hav­
illg su ld Illy OI'll<1lll enls, I was manal ing to live on. Why should 
YOll ha ve c.:<llIsed llle Lo be disgrace 1 without any fault? What 
wa:; !I)(~ [;llIll oj' l'vI<lnglfl11 that she to) has been turned out? , 

"The IVl;, lw rajd til me 1.0 me loda) and Vlept bitterly for a long. 
lilli e. H e siJid lhal Bishan Singh .md Gulab Singh had been 
Jl'i giJlellilig him. H sOlll el.hing happered to the MCl.harajah through 
frigbl, Lil e ll what sba ll 1 do? He was Lold that orders of the Sahib 
fIll' hilll wcre lo reside in lhe ShaJiJnar. He wept very bitterly, 
w hcn be heard this . The treatment that is thus meted out to us 
h as nul been given tu allY ruling h( use. 

"Why do yo u take possession uf the kingdom by underhand 
meaus ':' Why don 'L you do it openly'! On the one hand you make, 
a shuw ur f riendship and on the othe l' you ha ve put us in prisO,n. 
Du j lI sLice lo 1l1e or I shall appeal 1 () the London headquarters~i 
Preserve I.hl ee or four traiLors, and )Ut the whole of the Panjab 
to the sword at their bidding. . ,. 

(SEAL) 
Akal Sahai 

Blbi Jind Kaur" 

In th E' above leUer M aharani Jind Kaur challenges the bona­
fieks of the Hl'itish Resiclent and acc lses him of maleficence in 

I 

condeIJ~\lilJg her (0 public clisgrace and imprisonment without any 
jucli<.:ial UI' olher enquiry, and withou 1: producing any documen­
tary or ol.hel' eviclen te 01' proving any ~ llegations against her. She 
says i.Iw I. s lll~ had lrus(ed the Sahib aJ ,d that her trust had been 
betray(~d . S he ca lls for an enquiry and appeals for justice, but 
both were denied to her. She complains of the non-payment 
of hC'l' cd], )\van c.:c of 150 Lhollsand rupee! as laid down in the treaty 
of l:hal'l) \VaJ amI l.elJ s him that she h ad Ibeen reduced to the pain-
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fur necessity of-sel;l-ing her -or,n'amerits to meet het. ~xpel)~es. "Even 
food apd ~ater" ;~~ - - riot :allowed to_ come in", she say'~. : She -'pro­
tes~ , against the' !.i..~d~pess . and misbehaviour of Bishan ·Singh . and 
Gul~' Singh, tlli,r:D.-en appo~ted by the Resident to ' accompany 
~e.~ajah 't~· ~»'~li~ar Gar.~en, and feels very .nervous ' ~b~\:lt 
his \¥~li~ in C(:ms~'quence of their frightening attitude. towards 
jlin< _ ,Thi;~lWords 'What shall I do -if something happened ·to him 
througj:l.jh-ight?' ar~ : .indicative of the feelings of the mothe~ for 
~el' ,-ycl\i~gJ'ion. She' clearly ~qr~_sees . ~ _t~ :_ I~aj.rf~~~ · riiti!?'ate . 
. intentioIl$_ of the British Governme~t when she' says" ,"Why do y01,l 
'~e , p6ssession of -the kingdom _ by - unde~hand - means? Why 
'd~n't you d~ it openly?" There was not the least ,doubt in h~~ 
lI1ind that three or :', four traitors were dancing to the tun~ 
:of, !he Resident and \.y4>J;'king the ruin of the independe~t RaLqf 
,tile 'Panjab. That is ~hy she says at the end, "Preserve. three or 
riour traitors and put\.the whole of the Panjab to the s~ord at 
! ,~~ir bidding." 

1'- The Resident, Heru,w' Lawrence, ultimately prevailed uppn the 
~pupci1lOl's .of the State' to agree to the -removal o~ the Maharani 
t9,: the fort of Sheikhupura for close imprisonment. In his letter 
1'-of August 9, 1847, Sir Henry Lawrence had suggested to the Gov-
r,!'P.or ,General "t.hat ·Her Highness ought to be banished from the 
f.~~jab".B The Governor-General suggested three places-Nur­
'p4r, Chamba and Kangra-in the British territories as ' the most 
$Uitable for the Maharariiis ,residence. 

'; , On the morning of - th~ ' : 19th of August, 184:7,. the young Maha­
raja was sent away to the Shalimar Garden at a distance of about 
two mnes from the palace in the fort and arrangements, for the 
\'emoval of the Maharani were taken into hand. The . Resident 
~xpressed his decided opinion that the fot't of Kangra (annexed 
to the Brit.ish territori~s ?fter the Anglo-Sikh war oE A84~;46) 
'w~s a better 8.bode for the Maharani than the fort of Sheikhu­
pW'a, "but. finding; the chi~fs decidedly averse to i~cur what th~v 
consider the odium of oarticipating in effecting t.he banishment of 
the Maharani ,"9 he yie]ded · the point and agreed to her imprison-

8. PaTl.jab Papers, 1847-49, p . 47 ; Secy. to G. G. to Resident at Lahor2, 
August 16, 1847. _ 
. . 9. Pan;ab Papers, 1847-49. p , 51. inclosure 8 in ' No. fl: Re~ident at Lahore 
10 the Secretary to G.G" August 20, 1847. 
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J1l('nl. ill fort of Sheikhupura "as tb ·~ first step to the final ban~ 

h;Jl!1lC'1l1. (,f Ranee .Jhuncia [sic. Jind 111] {rom the country."10, 

'rili<; dcci rlpd, the Maharani wa:: removed from Lahore bet~ 
,'!c(:'n H ;111<1 !) P .M. tindel' a strong m lital'Y e~cort. accompanied by 
S:ll'cb]'s Ar,ian Singh Rangharnangli I and Gurmukh Singh Lam­
J1I a , ,111(1 \I'~l~ Ind.!'.ccl ill Sheikhupurl fort in "the early hoW's of 
Fl'id<l.\·, (liP 20lh i\llgllst . 1.847, unclEI' the charge of Sardar Boor 
Sillgh. 

In "r]r1iliOll I" Ihis. tJle Mahanlli's annual allowance of ' one 
he <InrI rirl ~' (hflll S(l ild l'tlpees. stipulated in Article 10 of the Treaty 
(,f Bham· ... ,,,l . ""<IS l'cr1ur;cd. hy (m pecent. to fOLlr thousand rupee~ ' 
pPj' 111"11:"~111 . 11 

N,JI 111111~ ;lf1.(' 1' her <lITi.val at Sheikbupura. she wrote , the 
f,,11(' w in !! J(' II.01' In th", R.e,c:ident Hi Lahore giving vent to her: 
\\1 \'('711 ,11 :1 11,1 il1di ,!:!ll;Jlion al being so l'Uthlessly separated fl'om ' he~· 

~ ' () l1nl! S<lll who \vii ;' yel, in his njnth : 'ear of age. 

Srrt Gmo Pl'IS·ad 
L'ild lln III BILL Sff.llib jl . ;iim;t Siihib :iog, 

, 1 

/hlll l·r/ :i i. 1"l:i; S11 CUI.1J,jll1.1'e un 1l ,]w.nche, Tusiin siiddti. asM~ 
!ir/ III 1,11 h; h" h(:·j ,1''1 . rr nr 'iiiid' Sri ))1111(1 'I, bich bnithe se tiiise Shzkhll­
llll.!',; III,il1, : hr~lI. D01'r>;1 I T! 7n 'ile!:') jelu! siin'lL 7W.lt . Tu.,~iin mer&. 
"i;/. /"IIII' ! )"/-""' /:-if '-I~ . Mhii 1)1/(-1:(11' hlt8h liii.Das mahine lllJiiin ~h!d 
l, k h r"I:· l,i;i ('('.,. " "(("11. W01l11. )lol/.r; i, Binii qall mera 1Jttttar mer~ 

"111"11 'l'i,·l,l' fl ri;; . M;;i1l.11 f'(! l-'(lic1,'II}chilf m.e,.ca.dmilmdh aindemerill'1 
t(lllhlii'l I: "rlll 'Ij"rl.,', :ii.~ /(/hn1 l''i tni,iidi mm'ji c1tiihmtdf US tflr'ih' 
1I/.,'r,' 11'i/ 1:fl.r,I,.'. 1,(11' il-: mbre 1mf:f T1'-vichTto1'a nil. learde, V~sf4 
" (IIlII'; I'Idl/, (/1'1, )Vrsl"1 ,; (I.J'lIC b<ldshil ,I di.i, jis iL'i namak kh'ande hg;, 
?II,;nr 11"(((11' jll"i'Ill. wi/p, ElL duTch 11 hon sa1t.ili nah'in ;'iindci, 11!Ihi~ 
1rl'" ,,, :;i,'" 'lIun·,';; c1hul(;. 

P,'lfo 'l' '11.1"11(1 hi;l,nl, (lynn;; Q, lwjl1 lc(1,mn juga nahin, 1Hailt~ad1 
:: 1, ,;1,; dil,,,, Ii. nrc/ i nn ,,'le/shah). eli J. 07 Ii.51' nahin, V<tste rabb de 
11,(1'7 (lr :' I"01l1l;; . l;'s 1),:1.(; 'I11f~1,a ko'i ?1'lhtn, Main ogge bTl!. koi l~jja:i 
l1n./IT. .T,I iifd, oor;, r.i'i ll1nin mn'll,ml~fi 11'IE?1'~ puttar kol koi lla1ilnr 
nl'fl ill m 'II; 11(11617 : h .ll. c11){i ('/ta t'iiUfi. lJahin. M.p is cLii nahi.1i, Is 1111 
hl,rl.' ,,(,,·';Ir; 1 .. 7f." j.o? . 

10. P'Il' :ill;, P"Jlrl',' , ]~4i-49 . p. 143-44 Governor-General to the Seere! 

CU11~.Itdlll ' f.'. 
1.1 . (~ "\'!"' n(1!,-r;o:''' '>I' ~l in Council t'1 !:' '~"et C(llTlmit,t~e (No. 50), Jure 3i 

J i1. jH 1' ,Ii,,, ,I, r'''' }JOT;i. 1f),17-1!J, No. Z'I, p, )1\3, 
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Mere rI,iil. aicli,j~'ltni: aiwen je, Hor, main ,Shekhiipm'e mll{l-ng~, 
!Min. La.ham· 11,ah'!,;R' j'iivliingi:. Mere put tar nii meT~ kql bhej devo. 
Main lmh'in dint tus'tf1~ p'iis ,iiviingi jis d~n darbar Liiurvii host. Us din us 
~ii main bhij, dViiil'iii , Hor, ~JHh'e rvlll bhi bahut si hot lwi, te , 
~ere p'ut,t~?· niil 'blli,bcLhut Si_l~Oi hai. Te lokun dO. Icih(i mann lia. 
Hun bas, }~a.l·O, bah ,t hot hatg~. '. 

With the Gmce of the Great Gu.rul ;! 

'From' :~ibi ' Sahib to Lawrence Sahib. ' 
. ~ "" ' . ,: I 

W,e 4~v~ ar,:ivecl safe ly at Sheikh,upura. ' Y,Oll shou.1d send 
ou~ lugg~1ie with care , As I was sitting in the Samm11Il, in the 
~e waiT am ,in Sheikhpura. Both the places are same to me. 
You,have l 

been very cruel to me. You have "snatched my son 
frum me, For ten n10J:?,ths I kept him in my ,>,.'omb. Then I brought 
~ up with great di'fficulty. Wit.hout any fault you have se'!>a­
~atea my so'n from me., ' You could have kept me in prison. You 
¥uld have . dismissed(my men. You could have turned out niy 
maid-servants, You Gould have treated me in any other way you 
IikecL' But you should: not have sepGrated my son from me, 

#J'i . ~ . 1 • • ' 

','In the 11 ~1~TIe of God you worship. and in the name of the 
'kmg: whose salt. you eat, restore my son to me. I cannot bear 
dhe 'pain of this separation. Instead of this you put me to death. 

~'My son is very young. He is incilpable of doing anything. 
You want his kingdom. I have no need of kingdom. For God's 
~e, pay at.tellEoll to my appeals. At this time I have TIO one 
~· look to. I rai se no ob.iections, I will accept what you say. 
There is no one with my son. He has no sister. 110 brother. He· 
:has no uncle. senior or Junior. His father he has lost. To whose 
Care has he been entrusted ? Without any fault why is so much ' 
:~rilelt~: being' done to 111 ('? ' 

','I shGill reside in Sbeikhupura, I shall not go to Lahore. Send 
'Pl' son t') me, 1 will come to you at Lahore only during the clays 
when you bold dUl'buT. ' On that day I will send him. A great cleal. 
tdf injustice] h:lS been done to J1lp.. A great deal fof injustice]' 
has been dOl';e to my son also . You have accepted what other 
'~ple have said, Put an end to it nO'N T oo much has been done." 

:n spi ~e of all the o[(o1'ts and camouf1sge of the British politi­
,~ ,and their native associates, the 'sadness of tly~ Mahara.is on 
.cconnt of his sep::lra tion from his mother could not be completely 

i IJ,2-; Trenslit0!'3tPQ int" n.(1Jll~J1 s~,-ipl' "r()i;) Hp.rhert F,c1V1~rr:le$ ' tr<1l1slit('~ 
~Uun, 

J 35 
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hidden. And the Officiating Resident, Mr. John L awrence,13 had 
to admiL in his letter d, Led August 23, 1847, to the Secretary with 
the Governor-General 1 hat even on the evening of the third day 
(August 21, 1847) of h s mother's removal from Lahore, a 'slight 
shade of sad ness' was v ,sible on the face of the Maharaja. On his 
re Lurn to the palace it: the fort, he gave up the old apartments 
where he had lived wit 1 his mother and shif-ted to the Takht-gah. 

In justilicatioll of ! lis action, the British Resident isslled on 
August 20, 1847, a Ge .. temL PmcLama.tion fOl' the I '~f01'mation of 
the Chiefs of the Let/tOre D CL1·ba.l·, Priests, Elders and the People 
of the COnll t'ries b elO1 ~g 'ng to Ma.ha.mja Duleep S ing'h . 

With the 9 race of the great Aki il Purkh 

PROCLAMATION 

Lahore, August 20, IM7 

"The Right HonoUl able [Sir Henry HardingeJ the Governor 
General of Inrlia, takin ':; into consideration the fripudly relatiol1.\ 
suhsis ting between the E.,ahore and British Governments, and the 
tender age of Maharaja Duleep Singh. feels the interest of a father 
ill the education and g' lardianship of the young Prince. 

"With this end in "iew, it appeared to the Governor General 
to have become absoh tely necessary to separate the Maharaja 
from the Maharanee , hi 5 mother; an opinion in which the Darbar 
perfectly coincided : ace ordingly, on the 19th day oI August (5th 
Bhadon. H104 Bk.). 184 i, Her Highness left the palace of Lahore, 
and was taken to Sheik hoopoora. 

"The r easons 1'01' tb IS step are shortly these : F'i.rst , that, at the 
time (If making the Tn aty of Bhyrowal, it was considered neces· 
;,a J'~' 10 exclude Her Highness the Maharanee from all share in 
Ihe administration of .!= ubl ic afIairs; and that she should have a 
separate maintenance : ppointed her, to enable h p l" to pass the 
rest of her life in h OT orable retirement. Notwithstanding this, 
Her Highness has, evel since, been intriguing to dist.urb the Gov-
8I'J1m ent. ,mel ca rried J ler op1;losition to the Mirlisl'ers so far as 
qu ite 1:0 embarrass and impede the public business, 

"Secondl y. The M ,haraja is 110W a child , and h I? will grow 1!Il 
in tlt e W:1y he is tr:1ir eel , It was only too probable, therefore, 

1~. H enry LOlwl'cnCe le I LahDre fDr England on August 2l, 1847, and 
/J1~']e ove r the chal'ge Df tllf British Residency to his brDther , J'l1hn Lawrence, 
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that his mother would instil into him her own bitter feelings of 
hostility to the chiefs, and that he would have grown up at vari­
ance with the Sirdars and Ministers, of his kingdom. This could 
not be allowed. The young prince should be reared up in the 
cultivation of every natural and acquired excellence of mind and 
disposition, so that, at the expiration of the present treaty, peace 
should be preserved, by the kindly understanding existing between 
the Maharaja and all classes of his subjects, a blessing which could 
not be hoped for, if the yo ung Prince remained with his mother. 

"Thirdly. So long as Her Highm'!ss the Maharanee occupied 
the Lahore Palace, strangers visited her without restriction, and 
eNery seditious intriguer who was displeased with the present 
order of things, looked up to the Queen-Mother as the Head of 
the State; some of them even went so far as to plan the subversion 
of the restored Khalsa Government. 

"Let all. ranks, therefore rejoice [be thankful] throughout the 
kingdom that the Right Honorable the Governor General of India 
has so much at heart the peace and security of .:this country, the 
firm establishment of the State, and the honour of the Maharaja 
and his Ministers."14 -

The third letter of the Maharani was written on the 16th of 
Bhadon, 1904 Bk. (August 30, 1847), evidently in reply to a com­
munication from Mr. John Lawrence. It is not in the original 
language of the Maharani but is translated into Urdu (Persian 
script) and it bears the initials (J.L.) of John Lawrence at the 
left-hand bottom corner of the first page. At the end of the letter 
there is a foot-note in Persian saying, 'this is the translation 
of a Hindvi [Panjabi] letter that the Maharani had written in 
Gurmukhi script.'15 

Sat Gur P"asad 

Likhtam. MalWr1ft11:l. Smtibii 

Mur<1sLa tdp kii pahunc1vii. Bahu.t khushi /tu'i ki main tum ko 
j.d h:iin. Tum ne jo likhii hai Mahtiiriij khushi hai, sun km' bahut 
tUl khush hUli hai. Jis din ce ham Ldham- se chale ae 1win u.s din 
sd'aj ham ne Ma1tkltJ..aj kIi khush7, let khaba,' sunt hai. Jo t;,-7l'I' ne 

,,14. The copy of the Proclamation sent to Mehta Gurbakhsh Rai, from 
whlcll the above tr.anslation into English has been made, was written on 
BB~don 11, 1904 Bk. (August 25, 1847) . 

15 .. In ta·rjuma chitthi Hindwi ba-Ichat GurmukTti nawishtii Ma.Ttdhii.ni 
sihtba budd ast. 
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li/ ; JI (i, lwi su sau S(Lch hovegii. AU1' 1nC11ll. dil gaviihi naltin detii' /d 
1I1(1/ l li)'ilj l,ii.ji hoven. Jin ki mun bichhal' gai hove voh kion/j:ILr rliji 
/WI: , lIge. lHa/v(l,'l'iij ualbri to l'elL phal dete ho. Ek to nac/;iin aUT 

d e kauhi lJichh'l'c ·lLCLhi./l th,). Ap si'ant; /to, budhviin ho, apne diC 
·wlill. sCLlILjho lei 111(t/vul'iij le is [ctTilh l·aji honge. 

YCLl!. jo tlLm 'lLe liklvii ha . lLaZal' lLppaT dost-i dono Sal'1ca.r !or 
IJllit l.l t IdlUshi hh:lltaT Mnil:ii.'l'i j ka lULi. Jo tum, nc MahilTfij ki khw-­
~: It f. kiL(/.LcLl' ndch7, iwi voh sii.re j ct1l1tl.ne 1ltctin mashul' hUi lw.i ki rotBc 
11 1/ ,' iw c:hhln ka)' ShiiW-bcl.g i:o le gae, aul' llvUn ko !yill jJeLknr kar 
L I'I h<ll' nibil (ny-ii. 1'ttmlw.l·E elil main itna 7llti. ,(j,ya ki ll1'ahiiraj 
1 il l d ri I/. lwi lciunlw l' nl.h eg(l.. 

Tumll l!ll'e L(lin isi i~'zaL !l )1'11. Ice tCLin I'CI./chlchil tlvii, so ni'llia/c.· 
/J " nIIIlO lt 11.e v ult. i .::.! ttt abnl. b'.i lUthin mhne di . lle ctphsos hai ki 
I ili/i. III ' hCtll'Lcl.re j1LIIL1Ile SCtlltc jh kal' talcsi1' nahin lctg.:ii. Nam{}./¢.. 
/", I U IiWIL ke Icalme pal' amnl i:ar IcCtT des-nikaLa de dki.. Jo 1clya' so 
:;u Ii ii.p lei nelc-llami hlH lwi. Mth'i izzat-abnl aur tuhndrd zabdn 
/' ii. snldw,n gaY'ii. AlLT jo tum ne menz sath kW, hai cLiS{t kisi khum 
/;(: .~ ti I. It viti 'JLu/tin gU.Z£I1'tcl. /teei. Main sabh ku.jh chhol', kCtT fakir hili 
til i. so Lum ne fuk?:]' bhi nn/"in mime diu, AlLT Ichm'ch Sf! ham' 
UI/ 11/1 L 1.£wy lwi11.. 

Ji.IlT Bcmdhiij'it leo tumlviin piis bhejlii, lwi. , Is leo apne pas ra.khll~. 
i\ /I. /' (t(J.!tii asv,ab /WIlVii.T(E pus pahunch gaylu hai, adhQ. nahiJ1. deu. 
HI/./il. lw di.lv,ado, ctur lchctTCh ~e leal' bhejo, 

(LCLtCI r e pal') 

.John Lawrence Scthib ju~ mw·ilsbii pahunche, Malvine Blvadl'on 
kl Su L/win 71L1L1'·[i.suii. likha.. 

Wi.r.h the Grw 'e of the Great Guru 

l"rUIlJ the (<iueen-mother to folm Lawrence, dated 16th Bhadon 

[August 30, 1847] 

"Yom' lel.ter has been l'E ceived, It is a matter of great plea­
;.:;tll'I~ t.hat you remember me. I aln very glad to learn from yoWl 
]cli p,' (lial Mahanlja is hapPj . Since the day I left Lahme, it iJ 
l,),b.v that I have heard of tbe Maharaja being happy. \Vhatevex: 
you write may be true. But my mind does not believe that the 
lV[:Ih;\J 'aja is happy. How can he, whose mother has been separat­
I'd I'rolll him, be happy ? Yo J call him Maharaja and then L1'eat 
hill1 lik e this. On the one he Ill.1 he is very young; on the other 
11 " 11:] (\ llel'er separated [CrOl l his mother]. You are an intelll· 
: '."<1 1 ;llJ(1 a ~I'.ise man . Think )ver it in your mind how the Maha. 
1·; I.j;1 ('an he h<.tppy . You writ. to me that on account of friendship 
IJclwcell the two Government. : ~.'ou are very particular of the weI ... 
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fare of the Maharaja. How far you look to the welfare of the 
M.aharaja is now well known all over the world. Weeping, he was 
torn ~way from his mother and taken to Shalimar Garden, while 
the mother was dragged out by her hair. Well has the friendship 
bet:n repaid. You never thought in your mind how the Maharaja 
who waS very young, could live [happily without his mother]. 

"You had been kept for the protection of our honour and 
·!jignity. But the traitors have robbed us of these also. It ·is a 
matter 'of sorrow that you did not weigh things before accusing 
me. You have exiled me 011 the instigation of traitors. Whatever 
you have done has earned a good name for you! I have los.t my 
dignity and you have lost regard for your word (Mel';: izzat abrii 
au,r tumhiil',(i Z(Lbiin 100 sukahn gayii). The treatment that you have 
siven to me is not given even to murderers. Having renounced 
everything, I had become a faquir, but you have not allowed me 
to live even like a faquir. 1 am very much hard up for money. 

"1 have sent Bandujit to you. Keep him with you. Half of 
my luggage has been received by me. The other half, they do 
not give. Get that sent to me, and also get the allowance and have 
it sent to me." 

In tbis letter again she expresses her grief and indignation at 
being separated from her son and tells the British Resident, 
Mr. John Lawrence, "It is a matter of sorrow that you did not 
weigh things before accusing m,e. You have exiled me on the 
instigation of traitors." She strongly resents the treatment given 
to her in Sheikhupura and says that such treatment "is not given 
even to murderers." 

Finding herself helpless and seeing no prospect of either an 
enquiry of the allegations agai~st her or of justice at the hands 
of the politicals in the Panjab, she sent an agent, Sardar Jiwar;t 
Singh, to represent her case to the Governor-General at Calcutta. 
He seems to have arrived there in December, 1847, and submitted 
a rePt"esentation to the Secretary to the Government of India on 
January 2, 1848, complaining of "the cruel and tmworthy treat­
ment under which she now suffers; to demand of British justice 
a full and impartial investigation of the charges (but imperfectly 
known even to herself) under which she has, by British authority, 
been condemned to incarceration; and to request that the restraint 
io which she may be subjected pending that investigation, may 
be such as becomes · the widow of one Sovereign Prince and the 
mother of another; such as is compatible with the safety of her 
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persoll ami sLlch as wilL llOt depdve her of , that intercourse with 
her fr il:mls and advise;s which is net essary for bringing the truth 
o[ her ca use to light."16 

Bu L the Governor-General dedi led to recognise him as her 
V oice d Clml directed "that all her cClI1munications must be made 
through I.ile R esidenL" This amOl nted to complete denial of 
jus tice to Lhe Maharanee, contended Sardar Jiwan Singh, and he 
<l Pllea led Lo the Secretary to the Government of India on 
F ehn l<lrv 2::, 1848, for modification of the Governor-General's 
l'(!soi I,j Lioll 

"The cULl fin ement in which the : ~anee is now kept, is of the 
mus L d,>s(! ,mel rigid desc ription . Sb " is shut up in the fort of 
S he ik l1 u()jluura, formerl y used as a g,ol for common felons, under 
Lhe cus lu(ly uf those Sirdars from w lOse dangerous machinations 
aga il ls t he r uwn life, and that of hEl' son, she first solicited the 
pl'uLed ioll of a British force statione :l at Lahore-all intercourse 
w iLh Iw r j' r iends and adviser::;, or ev,:n with the ministers of her 
n ·ii gi ll ll , is sLrictl y prohihi ted, ancl ':he only attendants allowed 
he r arc ;.1 few female servants, nol of her own selection, but 
appoin ted by he r keepers. So penal i j the nature of the treatment 
she und e rgoes, that she is nol aIle ·wed even the privilege of 
cllOosin g her own diet. 

* 
" '1'111.' fr iends of the Ranee now in Lahore are so much inti­

m ida ted lh a l. they dare not call the 3ttention of the Resident t(\ 
the ha rdshi ps which she suffers. 

* :jt * 
"And , Oil the same behalf, I further request that the Resident 

at Lahore be di rected to institute an i lVestigation into the charges 
under '\.\' h ich the Ranee has been im: lrisoned, and to take down, 
and t rans lI \iL Lo his Lordship in CaUl ,eil, the evidence of all wit­
nesses whi ch may be produced, in su pport, or in rebuttal, of t.he 
acc llsati on , His Lordship, in directinl : such investigation, will, no 
douh l., orde r tha t, under all precautiOJ IS which may appear to him 
pruden t, 0 1' necessar y to prevent an abuse of the privileges, the 
Ha nee shall be allowed such interc( urse with her friends and 
ac1v,is0.)'s ,IS will enable her to plead Iler cause effectually." 

Hi. l" /I ' j"b P''1 )C!'s, 1.847-49, Inclosure Nc. 2 in 22, 
n , J l' c hcll' Sillgh 10 the Secretary to th,! Govel'nmenl of India, Calcut:ii, 

Fehruary 23, 1948, Punjab Papel's, 1847- 49, 11closure No. 5 in No. 22, p. 108. 
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But ~ this was: of no avail. The Government dicl notl7 find 
it 'safe, f~r political teasons, to institute an enquiry, because" in the 
absence of any pr.oof of her delinquency, she might have been 
acquitted. And this would have exposed the intentions " of the 
Bl,'itish and upset their plans about the Panjab. " As early as the 
9th of August, 1847, the Resident at Lahore, when recommending 
f'.her expulsion from the Panjab for ever", had written to the 
Secretary with the "" Governor-General, "I do not disguise from 
myself, hor do I wtsh the Governor-General to be ignorant of the 
fact, that the Maharanee is the only effective ene111'!1 to our policy 
that I know of in the country."18 

To add to her misfortunes came the Multan rebellion which 
began with an attack on Mr. P. A. Vans Agnew and Lieut. William 
And<)rsoli at Multan on April 19, 1848. There again the "hidden ' 
hand of the Maharani, closely imprisoned in the fort of Sheikhu­
pura, was said to have been working, although there was nothing 
tq prove it. "There is no proof", wrote the Resident to the Secre­
tary to the Government of India on May 16, 1848, "though there is 
some g1'ound for suspicion that the Maharanee was the instigator 
01 the late violence in Mooltan; but it is certain that, at this 
moment, the eyes of Diwan Moolraj , of the whole Sikh army and 
military population are directed to the Maharanee as the rallying 
point of their rebellion or disaffection. Her removal from the 
Panjab is called for by justice, and policy, and there ' is no time 
for us to hesitate about doing what may appear ne~essary to punisp 
State offenders, whatever may be their rank and station, and to 
vindicate the honour and position of the British Government.".1!! 

I 

It. is difficult for a student of history to accept things done 
on mere sus.picion as "called for by justice" and to call a person 
.a I'State offender" when "there is no proof" of his or her offence. 
However, the Maharani was removed fro111 the fort or Sheikhu­
pura on the afternoon of Mav 15, 1848. to spend the remainder 
.of her life in exile far aw:av from the land of her birth and the 
kingdom of her son-the Paniab-which was taken possession of 
by: the Brit.ish within ten months. 

18. Panjab Pa,pe1"S, 1847-49. p. 39. Inclosure 2 in No. 9. 
19, Pal1jlllJ Paper9, 1847·49, p. 1G8. 'Inclosure No. 24 In No. 37. 
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The TYlaharani's banishment frO! l the Panjab created a stir 
all1ong~, t the Sikhs and a general cler land for her restoration Wal. 
made everywhere . But the Governo r-General had already l1lad~ 
up his plans and was determined on 1!-te annexation of the Panjab, 
I-Ie, ·therefore. refused to enlertain ; ny suggestion that stuod in 
his WelY of rC'l11oving the last indepenc cnt kingdom from the north. 
west fr() llti r' r of India which h~ wisl:ec1 to extend to the borders 
or J\r~h ani " t <l l1 . The restoration of th ~ Maharani was, for political 
l'E' n:<Olls. th erefore, out of quest.ion . And. Lord Dalhousie wrote 
the ['lllnwi ng letter 1:0 Brigadier MC 'llntain. The letter is self~ 
c:-: pl[lI1<lloJ·Y. 

PRIVATE 

My dear Mountain, 

* 

Camp Fer02epOl'e, 
January 31, 1849 

The pretences 0.£ the Sikhs of th ~ ir anxiety to get back the 
R<lJ1c (' ' " [I I'/? preposterous. And the more sincere they arc, the 
sirnngc r rl1'f~ the grounds for not accc ·ding to them. She has the 
onl y m :1 nl ~' l1nr1crslanding in the P mjab; and her restoration 
\\'01l1d flll ·ni ;. 11 f.h r. 0I1.1y thing which is wanting to render the pre­
sen t IlVJ\'Clllr' nt rthE' so-called Second ~ :il~h War] tr1.lly formidable, 
nalll e1 ~: [I ll ohjec t and a head. 

Tnls!. IlW this i~ no time fol' goi 19 back or giving back or 
willkin g an 0,Ve-lid . 

Brig!'. Mnllnl<lin, 

C.B .. ,"' C' . 
Em Yrs. most sincerely, 

D1\T,HOUSIF. 

2n. The nrigil ;a l of lhis Iet.ler is in the 1= Js:;ession of the writer of thb 
[lapel:. 
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