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The provisional Government set up by the Revolutionaries at
Bareilly on may 3|, l35’l' was truly a people"s government. When the
Indians troops stationed in Bareilly eontonment broke out in open
rebellion. the British Uflieers, both civil and military, left Bareilly and
toolt refuge in Hainital. Thus a vacum was created in the administration
and Bareilly region was threatened with chaos and anarchy. In 135".-'
the population of Bareillv was approximately ll2,£llll] and the city was
full of criminals and had characters. The leading citizens feared that
the troops in conjunction with the had elements of the city would
plunder the city and- therefore, they tool-t immediate steps to restore
normalcy and establish a civil administration at Hareilly to carry on the
worlr of government in as elficient a manner as the conditions prevailing
at that time would allow. It is signifi ant that within a few hours of
the mutiny. a civil administration was set up in the city which shows
that the citizens of Bareilly were quite prepared for the eventuality and
had made adequate prcpartirrts to fill up the vacum caused by the mass
evacuation of the British Fltafli

The citizens of Bareilly chose Khan Bahadur Khan. retired Sadr
Amin under the British administration and a descendent of Hafiz
Rahmat Khan, the last independent ruler of Rohil Khand. to head the
Provisional government.

Khan Bahadnr Khan was among the most highly respected noble-
men ofthe city and enjoyed the confidence oi’ the populace lt is
significant that before the outbrealt on may 3 l. l35'l', Khan Hahadur
Khan also enjoyed the confidence of the British officers who regularly
received him and consulted him in all matters concerning the situation
it t"e town.‘ in a popular British account of the mu iny, Khan Hahadnr
Khan is described as “an old. venerable loolizing man, with a soft,
insinuating answer....t+......"‘ He was cul ured, courteous and polite
and was free from religious or sectarian prejudices. He had a large
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number of Hindus among his ft iends. He was a true patriot and loved
his country and want d to see it free and strong. He had no selfish
ends and personal ambitions and did not stand on false prestige when
national interests demanded a sacrifice on his part. No other head of
government would have agreed to relinquish his powers and hand them
over to another person as Khan Bahadur Khan did when Nana Baheb
came to Bareilly in the course of his compaigne against the British.‘ He
was, therefore, most eminently qualified to head the provisinal govern-
ment.

The democratic character cl‘ the ..=ttverttntent :
The Administrative mechinery set up at Bareilly in lvlay-Ittne I35‘? was
the regiou’s first attempt at Democratic Government in miniature. For
the first time, an attempt was made to include people's representatives
in the policy malting bodies of the Government, Khan Bahadur Khan
came from a Royal family no d ubt, and his family background had
been feudal rather than democratic, but he considered himself the
people"s represen tattve He had no intention ot‘ setting himself up as
an independent ruler. He lo ~lted at Rohillthand as a part of lndia
whose legitimate ruler in I35? was Bahadur Shah Zafar. He, therefore,
sent an application to the Emperor at Delhi, requesting him to appoint;
him the blazim {Governor} of Katehr -:_l5tohlllr and}, Bahadur Shah
granted his request and Khan Bahadur Khan was duly app simeu Gava-
rnor of Katehr through a royal fireman.’ Thus, legally speaking, Khan
Bahadur Khan was a subordinate oliicer of the lvlughal Emperor and his
representative in R.ohillthand,but fer all practical putpose he was quite
ittdepe dent, as Bahadur Shah, being embroiled in his own dillicultiea gt
Delhi, could not settd him d-rections regarding the affairs of Rohillthand.

The lkdministrative Ciotuteil.
Khan Bahadur Khan appointed an Administrative Council to

advise him in the affairs oi the 'Eicvetnn.tnt, making in as broad based
as possible. This administrative Council was a policy making body
confirmed appointment of Frey Uliioers and laid down the policies to he
followed by the tfjovernmeut. lt consisted of Shubha Ram fthe Diwan,
or chief Minister}, Ahmad Enah Khan and Mubarak Shah who were the
most influential men of Bareilly and had a great following and influence
among the people. This administrative council remained in oflice
throughout the period of the provisional government in Rohillrhand
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tjldfii-SE]. There were separate committees for assessment of tattes. trial
of cases etc. which included men from the class or community, which
was most likely to be affected by the decisions of the Committees.

Civil and Revenue tidministratiou.
Khan Bahadur Khan and his Supreme council had to work in

difficult times and they had to devote all their time and energy to the
campaign against the British. They, therefore, could not introduce
any innovations in the civil and revenue administration. All that they
could do was to restore the old administrative machinery of the East
India Company which had broken down after the Revolt on May El.
135?. The Revolutionary Government of Bareilly restored law and
order in the cities and rural areas. The Government servants who had
been working under the company's administration were asked to return
to their work. _ Most of them resumed their duties and afew who did
not were replaced by making new appointments. This goes to the credit
ofthe Revolutionary Government that it performed its duties so well
that even its worst enemies were compelled to praise it.

The Friend of indie, which was not at all friendly to the rebels. was
forced to admit that...‘-“ Khan Bahadur. almost the ottly mun irlro during
tire relteliioe rose from the people had established a tyaasi-regular gorertttnettt.
The revenue was regularly collected. the cities were protected. and but for
the incessant feuds between the Hindoos and Mussalmans the province
tvatdd have presented the appearance ofa Native State."

Khan Bahadur Khan protected the interests of the poor and small
farmers and tenants and enjoyed their support and loyalty The British
agents .tried their best to rouse the Hindu majority in the rural areas
against Khtn Bahadur Khan but they failed in their efforts miserab'y.
The sum of Rs. 5lIt.ill]'il allocated for creating dissentions between Hindus
and Muslims remained unspent and had to be returned to the sanction-
ing authorites l l

Financial Measures:
The lvlost Important problem before the new Government was that

of finances its the troops had plundered the treasury and dishonest"
Government officials had decamped with the cash, the new government
had to take immediate steps to raise funds to carry on the normal
ad_ministr.ttion. Moreover, money was _also needed for raising troops
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and manufacturing arms and ammunitions to fight the British who had
vast resources at their command. The new Government had no alterna-
tive but to tan the people, but it did not want to hurt them too much.
The Government consulted Muftis and Pundits who advised it to ask
people of means to pay a taz at the rate of ll lfl of their incomeiproperty
A Committee was appointed to assess the amounts of money that could
be talren in the form of tanes from various persons. These tastes were
imposed only on the rich and moneyed classes and the poor were not
touched. It is true that some measure of force and coersion had to be

I. .

adopted to etttort the ta:-tes from some persons but it was unavoidable.
The Government needed money to raise troops to light the British and
it had to be raised by all means, fair orfoul. It was done in the national
interest and hence the Provisional Government was justified in using
force to realize the taxes.

Th: Secular Hstnre of the Government .
The Provisional Government followed a secular policy and did nfll

discriminate between Hindus and Muslims. People were appointed to
various oflices on the basis of their qualifications and ettpeiience. _

A study of the oflicial appointments made by the provisional Gove-
rnment shows {Table lj that Hindu oliicials were in a majority {5l.55*}-3}
in the Civil Administration they were in a minority in the Armyffable It)

Table-. I
GITIL APPGIHTMEHTS UNDER THE PR-GKISIGHAL

GDVERHM El*~lT-5

S.l'~io. Department Total bio. of bio. of bio of Percentage
Appointments Muslim Hindu of Hindu

Gliicials Dfficials Dflicials
Iii I I Iii I-I H

1 a.otvnt-us"r-
aa'rtvetjan-
vrson.v;tco-
urtctt. 4 s 1 as

2 Committee for the
trial of cases. S Ei I 15

3 Committee for the
' assessment of -tastes. 5 ft 5 lflil
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S. bio. Department_ Total bio. of No. of hlo. of Percentage
Appointments Muslim Hindu of Hindu

Clflicials Gflicials Ctflicials

.l.'-titvan Kitana l5 I l-‘-I 93.33

5 floral-Iaaha
[Seen ta rlate) id I i 5 31.25
Pandit 5 ltltl
Hazint ti S51-'1
MUFTI 3 l I5
Court of Appeal l ll El
Sadr Ameen I ll B
Magisterates Court ll 21?
Sadtus-Sudar fl
Chief Tahsild ar St} '
il-futttifi ll

I5 Intelligence ll ltll]
I ti Belchsigiri 5 2 3 dill

Total -— so 4’? fill 51 .55

ilfiifiiljill -lit-I-ttrtlt-..‘ttt-I-'.‘=l-"~fl"lil'=I"-II-ltJ"i

t~..tt-1er~t---—-It-"'l*-"
Lt-J'l'_|.,lt—tt¢uId:

l'-IICl'l..t-'tC."I|_,,_t

Table--2

Number of Hindu and Muslim Ctiiicers in the Army.‘
 

Total No. of Ho. of Hindu l‘-lo. of Muslim Perce-
illtlicers Etfficers Dflicers ntage

of Hindu
Gflicers

 ii"

CA"v'ALRT S‘? I ST 2. .14
IHFAHTRY 55 ti 45" llll-9‘

Total [44 S iSt'i 5.55

Though Hindu Ctfficers were in minority in the army. it does not mean
that they lagged behind Muslims in the deferce of their country. "there
were many Hindu soldiers in the Army and even Shobha Ram. ills
Chief Minister, was said to have acted as Imilitarlt so-omseslsr in the
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battle field." Perhaps Muslim Dfiicers were in a majority in the Armed
forces owing to the ready availability of professional Pathan fighters, the
descendants of Rohilla and Afghan soldiers of the Mughal army, who had
settled in Katehr. The Hindu lighting men for the British Armyt mostly
Brahmins, came mainly from Avadh and Muslim soldiers were supplied
by Rohilkhand and other regions.

The Hindu elite of Bareilly consisted mainly of Kayasthas Khatris
and money-lending classes etc, which preferred to work in the civil
Administration. Thaiturs and Rajputs were large land-holders and were
perhaps ruluctant to leave their country seats. Khan Bahadur Khan and
his advisers had full support of all communities. Even British Dfficers
have referred to Khan Bahadur Khan‘s good treatment of Hindus and
the letter’s enthusiastic support to his -governmeat.11
Concltmion.

It was unfortunate that the .ndian patriots could not co-ordinate and
unite all their resources and devise well-prepared and fully co-ordinated
plans to fight the British on all fronts. The rebellions occurring at ditTe-
rent places could not get support from each other, and the rebels were
isolated and easily crttshed by the Superior forces of the British. It is
praiseworthyl that the patriots in Rohillthand held out against the British
for more than a year and were the last to he defeated in Horth India.
They would, undoubtedly. have succeeded if they had received support
from other parts of India.
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