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PREFACE

Our work deals with Ahom=Mughal diplomatic relations
from 1600 to 1663 A D. Although studies on the
general history of the period are there in a number
of works, the subject of our investigation do not
appear to have been the subject of detailed investi-
gation at the hands of scholars so far. Ours is a
modest attempt at £1illing a gap in the study of
diplomatic history.

This thesis deals with the armed conflict betweer
the Ahomns and the Mughals and their diplomatic rela-
tions at different stages of the Seventeenth century
till 1663, After the annexation of Koch ¥ingdors

to the Mughal emplre, Assanm bore the brunt of vughal
imperialism whicl. eventually led to serious hLostili-
ties, In the course of the description of these
hostilities some references have been made ir regarc
to the Koch-Mughal wars and their impact on assam.

I have endeavoured to focus the details of the ‘vars
and also the nature and working of ahom diplomacy

in relation to their Mughal counterpart. The prolon-
ged hostilities produced great impact on the people
of Assam in their political, social, religious and
economic life. In view of this reason, emphasis has
been laid on the history of the Ahom Kingdom of ..ssan
its social and political system including the dirlo-

matic ties that the Ahoms maintained with the Muchals.

This contains eleven chapters. The first chapter
deals with introduction giving historical backgrcuni
and also the brief history of the Ahoms.

The second chapter deals with the consolidatior of
Mughal power in Bengal , Koch-Mughal relations and
annexation of Koch Kingdoms of Koch Behar and ¥arrup
to the Mughal empire,

The third chapter deals with the clircumstances lead-
ing to the Ahom-Mughal rivalry followed by arned
conflict.

The fourth chapter contains a brief description of
the stouggle in Kamrup.
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The fifth chapter deals with the rebellion of the
Koch Chiefs and the hill Rajas in south Kamrup
(Dakhinkol) and the Ahom intervention in favour of
the native rulers.

Chapter six deals with fresh rebellion in different
parts of Koch territory -~ the Ahom intervention in
Dakhinkol, consolidation of Mughal authority in
Kamrup and diplomatic efforts for restoration of
peace,

The seventh chapter deals with the renewal of Anhom-
Mughal hostilities leading to the Mughal victory
and the conclusion of the treaty of 1639,

The eighth chapter deals with the naintenance of
diplomatic rebpations and the Ahom conquest of ¥ arrup.

Chapter nine deals with Mir Jumla'’s invasion cof *e=an
and the defeat of the Ahoms.

The tenth clapter deals with the Ahom systen of
diplomacy and its application in the shom=r ughal
conflict. It is followed by a concluding chapter,

The study is bagsed on an analytical study of botr
published and unpublished sources.

while preparing this work, use was made of thLe
materials as available in the office of the nirector,
Historical and Antiquarian stuaies, Assam. I also
collected materials from the National Library,
Célcutta, the Gauhati University Library, Assam

State Ccentral Library, Assam Legislative assembly
Library, and the Meghalaya State central Library.
Besides these, some published books of eminent
authors and unpublished documents collected from indi-
vidual sources helped me to a great extent ir. writing
my thesis,

4/ + N
mILIDNG P Mda f:\/111~' '/‘W/l'& ’
the 24 Novenber 19&2 ( GOVINDA RALI - "CS9AMT
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INTRODUCTION

At the close of the Sixteenth century A.D.,
the Ahom Kingdom of Assam lying at the extreme north-
eastern frontier of Mughal India streched from Sadiya
in the east up to the river Barnadi in the north-west
and the river Kalong in the south-west. It was closely
bordered on the north by a range of mountains inhabiteu
by the Bhutanese, the aikas, the Daflas and the .bors;
on the east by another line of hills inhabited by the
Mismis and the Singphos; on the south by the patkai,
Naga, Khasi and the Garo Hill..1 Due to these natural
barrierg, Assam was practically impervious to foreign
invasions from these directions. In the west it merged
in the plains of the Koch Kingdom across the Barnadi
and the Kalong rivers. Thus the Kingdom of Asgsam
roughly corresponded to the modern districts of "irbugarh,
Sibsgagar, Nowgong, Darrang and Lakhimpur comprising
the entire Brahmaputra valley from Sadiya to the neigh-
bourhood of Guwahati. The successive advances of the

Assam Kingdom had been westward and the rivers tarnadi,

1Bhuyan. S.K., Anglo=-Assamege Relations, r.l.



Manas (Manaha), and Sankosh had been the boundar:
between Assam and its Koch Behar or Mughal India in
different ages. Inspite of geographical barriers,
successive streams of migration took place into this
land through the mountain passes and ‘'duar's (passes)
in the north and the north-east, The river RBranmaputra
which was navigable throughout the year served as a
means of communication between Assam and the regt of
India. Since the age of the Epics, Assam was known by
different names such as Pragjyotisha or Kamrupa and it
had been maintaining political, cultural and commercial
contacts with the rest of India as well as other lands
in the east and the west.2 The present Assanese
soclety 1s the synthesis of diverse racial cultures
and forms basically a part of Indian cultures and

traditions.3

The Ahoms are members of the *shan’' branch of
‘Tral' or ‘'Thai' family of the Mongoloid race. Legend
had it that, Khunlung and Khunlai, the two brothers

were asked by their grand father, lLengdan (Indra) to

ZBasu, N.K., Assam in the Ahom Age, p.2. (Reproduced
from Dr. V.S. Agarwalla - All India Oriental conference,
22nd session, Gauhati, 1963, pp.l f£f).

3Choudhury, P.C., The History of civilization of
the pPeople of Assam to the Twelfth century A.D., p.1l8.



come to earth from heaven to establish a Kingdom.
They were pregented with an idol called ‘somdeo’ or
magic sword or Hengdan., The Ahoms, however, did not
originally claim heavenly origins. Padmeswar Gogoi
says, "In the Brahmaputra valley alone they were
looked upon as 'born of the gods' (deo-hans) by the
local people, either from their superior physigue or
from their superior might. The Ahom dynasty is called

"Indravamsi" by the Brahmins and hence heavenly."4

Prince sukapha, a descendant of Khunlung and
Khunlai left his native state of Manlung in upper Burma
with his followers about the year 1215 A.D. after
some quarrels with his Kinsmen. For thirteen years
Sukapha wandered about the hilly country of Patkal.

It divides Assam from upper Burma. He crosged over to
this territory which came to be known as Assam. The
date of his conquest has been widely accepted to be

1228 A.D.>

Gradually they extended their territory
after subjugating the local chiefs, the Baranis anc
the Morang who were in possesgion of the neighbouring

territories. After wondering from place to place in

4Goqoi, P., The Tai and the Tai Kingdoms, 1 .542.

SBhuyan' S,‘.K.' 02.01“‘.-, p.20



search @f a suitable habitat to settle down, Sukapha
srrived at Ccharaideo in 1253 and built a city there ,©
He wisely adopted a conciliatory policy towards the
conquered triﬁes by treating them as equals and by
encouraging intermarriage he welded them all into one

nation.

Sukapha and his followers left their womenfolk
in their shan homeland since they were regarded as unfit
to undertake the rigours of long journey. Thus, “ukarha
and his followers took to marrying girls fron among

the congquered tribes.7

These tribes used to suprly
various forest products, such as elephants, dye,

g
honey and mats in lieu of revenue to the ahom ¥ing.

S.K. Bhdyan, on the authority of Harakanta
Barua, says that the vanquilshed Morans and the FRaranhis
also accepted both Sukapha and his followers as men of
divine origin. Hence nobody was 'sama'’ or equal to
them and they could be designated as ‘'a-Sama' or

'1;;)';.para.'Lleled.'9 It is generally believed that the word

GGait' E.A.' A History of Assa‘ﬂ’ po"go
Baru&l Harakanta, The Assam Buranji, p.l1l2.

7Bhuyan, S.K., Deodhai Asom Buragji, p.99.
Gait E.A., Op.cit., p.79.

8cait, ®.A., Op.cit., p,79.
9

Bhuyan, S.K., Anglo-Assamese Pelations, r.3.



'‘Assam’, the name of the State is derived from this
circumstance and that Ahom is a corruption of the
word - 'A-Sam' as in the Assamesge language, the
sibilant 'S' in many cases becomes an aspirate 'm°',
Others hold the view that Assam is so called because

of the uneven character of the State, composed s it

is of hills and plains.lo The latest view as offered
by pPadmeswar Gogol is that ‘Assam'’, the name of the
country is from ‘A-sam', the country of the 'Sams' which
was later sanskritised into ‘A-Sama'’ from which the
forms ‘'asom' and ‘'Ahom' gradually arose .} The uhoms
called Assam 'Mungdunsukham' the country full of golden
gardens becausge of abundance.of natural wealth and

beauty.12

The period from the Thirteenth to the *ifteent:
century is marked by consolidation of Ahom rower over
the neighbduring tribes. Besides the Borahis and the
Morans some Naga tribesmen and Kacharis were brought
under their domination. The real expansion of the Ahon
Kingdom began from the sSixteenth Century. Suhungrung

Diningia Raja (1497 - 1539 A.D.) annexed the ¥ ingdon

loBhuyan, SK., OE.ci I o G I
11

1

Gogol, P., Op.cit., p.19.
%Gait, E.A., Op.cit., p.80.



of the Chutias centering round their capital Sauiya
after a fierce fighting. A new officer of the ftate,
known as the ‘'sadiya Khowa Gohain' was appointed ~o
adninister this new conquered territory.l3 The Bhuyar
Chieftains who had been ruling in the north bank of

the Brahmaputra were brought under Ahom control and
made to settle in Bardowa in Nowgong; though their
complete subjugation was effected a hundred years 1aterJZ4
In 1526, suhungmung marched against the Kacharis in the
Dhansiri valley. The Kachari resistance was crippled
and they were driven out from their stronghold at
Dimapur. A new official, called the ‘Marangikhowa
Gohain' was appointed for the newly acguired territory

in the Dhansiri valley, north of the river Valanq.ls

The reign of Suhungmung witnessed the emergence
of the new Kingdom of Koch Behar on the ruins of Kanat.
Kingdom on the western frontier of Assam, Biswa Singha,
the founder of this new Kingdom visited the Ahom Paja
in 1537  as a friendly mission and offered presents.16

And nearly for one hundred and fifty years the relations

13Gait' E.A.' OE.Cit.‘ p.eg.

Mphuyan, s.k., Op.cit., p.4.
15

1

Gait' E.A.. op.cit.. p-ggo
6Ibid.o p.98.



between Koch Behar and Assam depended on each otlrers'
destiny. Envoys were also sent to the Raja of Vanipur

and presents were exchanged.

The first Mohammedan expedition to Assanr under
the great Uzir took place in 1527, E.A. Gait, on the

authority of 'Rivyazus-Salatin' says that the invader

was probably Sultan Hussain shah of Gaur.” Ahor. history

1e

simply records his name as Uzir. SeN. Bhattacharysa

identifies him with Rukunuddin Ruku Khan who was the

wazir and genreral of Hussain Shah.lg

The Mohammedan
force was driven out with heavy losses after being l.otly
pursued by the Ahoms. Soon thereafter, the invacders
renewed their attacks, reinforced by another general,
Bit Malik with an army of one thousand horses and fifteen
thousand sold:l.ers.20 The combined forces, one under
the command of the Uzir advanced by boats ur the river
Brahmaputra while the other under Rit Malik marched by
road, attacked the Ahom forces of Barpatra Gohain at
Temani. The attack was repulsed and the Mohamredan

* commander, Uzir fled. This was followed by more en-

counters at Sala, singrl and Khagarijan. At last the

17Gait‘ E.AO' 02001to. pp.91-92 (foot—note) -

18.‘Eshuya.n‘. S.K. Deodhali Asom Burajni, pp.28=29.

19Bhat:t:::iclfxa:tya, S.N., Mughal North-East frontier

Policy, p.B6.
ZOBhuyan, S.K., Deodhal asom Buranji, pp.28-29.



invaders were defeated and their commander, Bit » alik
was slain. MNorses, cannons, guns, boats etc. were

seized by the victorious Ahom force.21

Another Muslim invasion under Turbak took
place in 1532 and they advarnced up to the fort of
singri on the north bank of the Brahmaputra, The Ahom
army after its initial reverses regained its posaition.
After nearly one year of fighting, the Ahoms gained a
decisive victory at Daimunisila, the invaders under
Turbak were subsequently reinforced by Hussain hian,
but the Ahoms again defeated them in a series of engage-
ments. The last battle was fought near the RBharali
river. Turbak fell fighting. The defeat became a rout
and the fugitives were pursued as f£ar as the river
Karotoya, evidently through the Koch territory. The
Koch Raja Biswa Singha wisely did not intervene in tle
pursuit. Hussain Khan was killed in course cf the
chase.22 To commemoréﬁe the victory, a temple was
erected and a tank excavated on the bank of the Kortova
by the Ahoms. The Ahom Connanders sent envoys tc the

court of the Padshah of Gaur and they brought Lack a

21Gait' EOA.‘ OEoCitOp pp.93-940

22Barua, K.L., Early History of Kamrupa, »p.193-194.



princess for the Ahom King. As a mark of victory,
Suhungmung performed the 'Rikkhvan' ceremony.?3 ‘*he
aiplomatic relations that had been established by the
Ahoms with the Padshah of Gaur testifies to the fact
that the invasion was the work of some other Mohamnedan
Chiefs of Bengal. The results of these Muslim invasions
were very significant for the history of Assam, The
Mohammedan prisoners of war were settled in parts of the
country. They were later employed as ¢grass cutters to
the elephants, cultivators and makers of brass utensils.24
These people gradually mixed up with the Assamese by
embracing the latter's culture and language. Another
important result was the adoption of the use of firew
arms by the Ahoms which they learnt from the Muslim
invaders. Till then, the weapons of war had mainly

congisted of swords, spears, bows and arrows.25

Having expelled the Mussalmans beyond the river
Kartoya, the ahom generals allowed the ruler of ¥och Behar
to continue as before since it vas not t1® object of Ahom
expedition to occupy the subdued territories.?¢ Undoubtedly

the victory was a great landmark in the annals of Ahom

23Gait, E.A., Op.cit., pp.95-96.
24Barua, Harakanta, History of Assam, p.2f.
25Gait, E.A., Op.cit., p.96.

26Bhuyan. S.K., Atan Buragohain and his times, p.7.
(1st edn. 1957).
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foreign policy. Since then the Ahoms looked upon

the Kartoya as the extreme western limit of their
dominion., However, there had been no attempt on the
part of the Ahom monarch to extend their away over the
Koch territory, although Ahom's sSuzerainty was nwuch felt
there for sometime, cConsequently the western houndary
of Assam underwent many chang2s and the rive+ ! inas
(Manaha) which falls into the river Brahmaputra opjosite
Goalpara town remained as the western boundary 2¢ 1s-am

for a long tim.27

During the reign of Naranarayan (1540-15€4 1, *,
son of Biswa Singha, Koch Behar reached the climax of
its power. Accompanied by his brother Sukladhvaj alias
Chilarai, Naranarayan entered into a career of conguest
and advanced as far as the Dikroi river alony the nort.
bank of the Brahmaputra. The Ahoms acknowledged ¥oct.
suzerainty at least temporarily. Soon thereafte~r,
however, the Ahom King Suklengmung mcbilisec all his
forces and brought the Kocheés to bay ~ after several
encounters. Suklengmung thus regained his lost territories
on the north bank of the Brahmaputra. To merk thds

victory, he performed the Rikkhvan ceremony.z8 This

2Tghuyan, s.¥., Op.cit.,p.77.
2BGait, E.A., OE'Ciﬁ" p.1l00.



invasion was followed by fresh ¥och invasions under
Chilarai in the reign of Khora Raja (Sukhanmphe -

1552 - 1603). A terrible battle ensued on the mouth

of the river Dikhamum and therein the Ahome were routec.
The Ahom King and his nobles fled to Namrup. ’fter
this victory chilarai entered Gargaon, the capital

of the aAhom kingdom. Freace however, was soon corcluded
between Chilaraili and Akhgk Buragohain, the Ahom pleni.
potentiary. Khore Raja acknowledged roch Suze:ainty,
agreed to pay war-indemnity and ceded a considerable
tract of the conquered territories on the nortl bvank

of the Brahmaputra., Many sons of the nobles 'including
sundar Gohain were sent to the Koch court s ro: o -,
Later, the Ahoms recovered their lost territories and
in 1564, the hostages were returned back. In order o
maintain friendly relations, Naranarayan sent numerous
presents and a friendly letter to the Ahom ¥ing.2®

This was necessitated by a desire to count the ussistance
of the Ahoms in case of Muslim invasion. The invasior
had, in the meantime taken place under Kalarahar result-
ing in the sack of the temple of Kamakhya ir 1%564.

The Mussalmans however, hastened bkack to Bengal atter

this invasion.

29Gait, E.A., Op.cit., p.56.
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Chilarail died about the year 1578 an< or tis
death the Koch Kingdom was divided into twe rorticne
in order to accommodate the demands of Rag¢ghudev, son
of Chilarai. The territory extending from Mohar.arda
in the west to the river sSonkosh in the east was
retained by Naranarayan himsel:i while the easterr part
from the sankosh to the river Barnadi in the east wes
given to Raghudev on a tributary basis. Thus the
wesgtern part came to be known as Koch Behar or »ar
Dewan and the eastern portion as Kamrup or Saru ' e-wran

or Koch Hajo (Hajo being the capital) Jo

Lakhminarayan succeeded his father as Ving of
Koch Behar and ‘soon after trouble started retweer the
two coueins. Not satisfied with his uncle's rlan,
Raghudev assumed independence and entered into rosti.
lities with the Raja of Koch Behar, 2after Racru's “eaty
his son anc¢ successor Parikshitnarayan continuvea the
feud and as a result Lakhsminarayan appeale to the
Mughal Emperor AKkbar anc then to Jahangir fcr rels
to protect him from the aggression of Farikshit. The
inevitable result was the Mughal intervention in the

affairs of Koch Behar. Lakhsminarayan was allowed tc

3ophuyém, S.JK., anglo-Assamese Pelations, p.4.



continue as a vassal ruler under the Mughals. =y the
year 1613, Kamrup was taken possession of ky th.-
Mughals after the defeat of Parikhshit. His rrotier,
Balinarayan later sought the Ahon assistance whicl. -sas
offered. The aAhoms installed Balinarayan ac a tributocry
Raja of marrang which bay on the north bank of the
Brahmaputra to the 2ast of the Barnadi opposite to

31

Guwahatli. It also included the tract of the territory

between Kajalimukh to Guwahatli on the south bhank,

The hostilities between the two Koch ¥Yinag.om«
resulting in the Mughal occupation é&f ¥amrup nrouvyht
about far reaching consequences in the north east
frontiler of Mughal India. The contiguity of thw«
frontiers of the two powerful states led to inevitahle
clashes and conflicts which continued for neasrly thirty
five years (161541€39). Thus the history of the asroms
of the seventeenth Century was mainly the history of
Ahom<¥ ughal conflicts which arose out of the anki+rions
of the Mughals to extend their sway further tc th:» east
beyond Bengal, the Ahom intervention in tte affai:s of
the rival princes of Koch Behar and the deterpinz+ ion

of the Ahoms to check further advance of the *ughsls.

31Gait' EQA.' oE.Cit.’ p.lllo
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Apart from these reasons, the viclation of tihe ..zaty
obligation entered into by them with the Mughal: lec

to bitter rivalry in the diplomatic schere, Thus e
period from 1615 to 1682 was replete witl. events ot

political rivalry besides diplomatic intercourse.

It was during rratap 3ingha's reign (1le03-1€41}
that the first phase of the ahom-Mughal conflict began.
After several reverses in the <early part of the rosti-
lities, the Anoms had to cede some territories or the
west including Guwahati by the treaty of 1639.32 e
territories which roughly correspond to the mcaern
district of Kamrup thus passea into the hande cr tne
Mughals. For nearly twenty years from the ccnclusicr
of the treaty, & period of comparative peace f..llcres
till the year 1658. Jayadhwaj Singha took wuvantage
of the war of succession among the sons of S:ai. Tahan
at Delhil and recovered the lost territories w to ~andu
on the south bank of the Brahmaputra by expelling thre
Mughals gpto the neighbourhood of Dacca.33 The tugnals
under Mir Jumla invaded Assam in 1662 and nmarche. ¢

far as Gargaon after overrunning the Yoches.  .txer

328huyan, 5.,K., Kamrupar Buranji (ea.), ; .47
(printed - 1958). Gait, E.A., Op.cit., p.121.

33Bhuyan, S.K., Op.qgg., p.54.
Bnuyan, S.K. Atan Buragohain and hLic times, p.7 2.
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this Mughal victory, a treaty was concludeo in 1€¢€3
according to which Jayadhwaj Singha had to trancfer
Kamrup to the Mughals and pronised to pay o w«x i i=pnity
of twenty thousand tolas of gold and six times hie
quantity of silver and forty elephants to be !lanwec
over immediately besides hundred tolas of silver and
ninety elephants payable within twelve months. -ome
Ahom princes were sent to the Mughal court as hostages
and a princes was given to Prince Vohammad A~amr, son

of © Emperor Aurangzeb. Jayadhwaj's successor,
Chekradhwaj singh (1663-1669) wrested back }anrur frono
the Mughals in 1667 under the generalship of !achit
Rarphukan. The Ahoms remained in undisputed ro:se<-icv
of their territories till 1679 when Laluk Barphukan,
the Ahom viceroy of Guwahati entered into o ccillusion
with Sultan Azantara (Frince Azam), tne Subsuar b
Bengal and made over Guwahatl to the Sultan's ¥®outy,
Nawab Mansur Khan. The Mughals were expelleu <cross
the river Manas during the reign of Gauadhar Singha in
l682. The river Manas remained as the western hLounauary

of Assam till 1826.34 Rangmati* became the headguarters

had -

3
*

4Bhuyan, S.R., Anglo-sssamege Telatiors, r.5.

The rlace was situated on the bank of the river
Gadadhar near its confluence with the Frahmeputra, not
far from modern Dhubri.
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of the 'fouzdar' who administered the frontier terri-
tories and conducted the aiplomatic relations with

Assam on behalf of the Subedar of Bengal.

The Ahoms were a martial race who could urevent
the extension of the Mughal sway in the north east. Thevy
could establish a strong Kingdom in a foreign land
ecause of their religious tolerance and political

insight .35

Although the Ahom rulers inherited the poli-
tical ideology of thelr ancestors, later on, they came
under the influence of the Hindu political ideoloaqy,
the Keynote of which was that the King shoulc icdentify

his happiness in the happiness of the peOple.36

The Ahoms had realised the importance of keer-
ing records of events of the reigns of Kings. "rese
official records came to be called Buranji: c¢r rrreric.
les.Sukapha said "the Pandits should write down a&ll
particulars, whenever an incident takes place, “ten a

person dies and when we acquire new territories.">’

ahom political ideology was based ~r the ~~in-

ciples of unity, benevolence and justice. This 1is

35Bhuyan, SK., Op.cit., p.7.

36Gait, E.A., Op.cit., p.242.

373huyan, S.K., Deodhal asom Buranji, p.Sf.
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evident from the advice given to Khunlung and ¥hunlai
at the time of their departure to earth. "Just as a
man loses his wife if he guarrels with hiz farlerai o
law and just as a mother bird guards her nestlin.s

with her wings and protects them‘from rain and storm
and rears them up by feeding them herself, so you two
brothers should protect your subjects and desist from

quarrelling with your friends and support_ers."3F~

The Ahom monarch had to act according to u.e
advice of the three hereditary councillors cf &“re st-te,
viz., the Buragohain, the Bargohain ard tl& . . 5 0! 2in,
However, a powerful monarch could override the lJecisions
of the three Gohains and in the same manner an astute
Gohain could impose his will upon his colleagues and
upon the large bodies of Phukans and Paruas and «ven
upon the kKing himself. Next to the three Gohains, wes=
the Barbarua, the head of the executive and the judicizry
and the Barphukan who acted as the governor oi :.«mer
Assam, his headquarters were first located at ¥valiaber
and later at Guwahati. The Barphukan conducted the
political and foreign relations with Bengal ana the

Chieftains of the adjoining hill tracts.

BBBhuyarl’ SoKo‘ OEoCito' p020
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The Council of five, known usually ac thre
Patra-mantri, the Buragohain, the Bargohain and tre
Barpatragohain, the Barbarua and the BRarphukan nav be
taken to correspond to the modern cabinet. Resides,
there was a gradation of officers such as Fhukans,
rRajkhowas, sandikois, Baruas, Hazarikas, saikias,

Boras etc..

All able-bodied adult male subjects were regi-
stered as 'paiks' and they had to perforrm srecific
services to the sState, such as labourers and soldiers.
The paiks were organised into ‘gots' and '¥hel' ac ori.
ing to the nature of duties. The 'Khelsg' were attacrec
to several fields, namely, bow makers, bow-shooters,
masketeers, gunpowder manufacturers, boat builders, rice
suppliers, gold washers, elephant catchers, revenue
collectors, temple supervisors etc..39 In short, the
Assamese palk system was like a vast tutorial oracarisa-
tion in an educational ;Lnstitution.40 Thus the vaik
system of the Ahoms obviated the necessity of maintaining
a huge army as the non-serving palks constituted a

standing militia which could be nobilised at short notice

-—

3%Gait, E.A., Op.cit., Pp.249 - 250.
Bhuyan, S.K., Anglo-Assamesge Relations, r.l10.

4Cphuyan, S.K., Atan Buragohain and his times,p.17.
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by the 'Kheldar'.41 There is a marked sinilarity

between the Ahom Khel system and the Mughal ‘'mansabiari’
system and it is likely that the Ahoms hal + >« i.-

care from the Mughals whom they knew tnrough <hei-

frequent political contacts. According to tte ’'nansabdari!
system ranks were decided by the number of acldiers
commanded by an officer, both Cavalry and infantrv. There
is also some similarity in the gracation of insignias.

The Ahom Khel system was organised by VYomai Tamuli
Barbarua in 1609 A.D. under the direction of Swarqadeo

Pratap sitha.42

Two other important functionaries of trs star-
were the Katakis and the ¥akatis. The ¥atakis cervye.:
as envoys to the foreign courts and also as intermeaiar les
between the kKing and the principal nobles. € i “utleg
were of a highly important and responsible c¢i zara ter,
tralined Brahmins were generally appointed as Vatakis
from amongst a number of selected families. T ¥V skatie

served as wifiters and keeper of accounts.,

Ahom policy with their frontier neighbours weae

generally based on the princirle of nmutual frienasi.ir

————— ——

41Gait, EgAc; Op-cit., p0251 (Reproducﬁd fron ...S}Jf’?ctf-
of the Heritage of Assam', p.91).

428hnyan, S.K., Anglo-Assamese Felations, p.ll.



and co-operation. MNaintenance of conrercial r~l-uti.os
was also encouraged, Felations with the Muslin - ¢ ers
of Bengal and with Koch Behar were systematic arc
continuous, more so after ¥och Rehar came under +le
donlnation of the Mughals; on the othei-hand r<’ rs
with the hill tribes were casual and sporadic, ar they
had no territorial ambition and their trading activities

were conducted on a minor scale.43

It was the accerted
policy of the Ahoms to take to aprarently humiliaring
treaty terms in dealing with the powerful eremy if ttdis
could serve the best interest of the State. *®ut -vhen
as soon opportunities arose, such terms were defied
resulting in armed conflict. So contravention of treatv
terms was not an unusual feature of the strategy £ thre
Ahoms. They held the view that 'promises mwade ur.ie-~
duress need not be fulfilled if such fulfilmer+ uts

the promiser state in a gerious disadvantage.'44

Assam had political relations with dughel 1Indias,
Koch Behar, cachar, Jayantia, Dimarua, Khyrin, "hutan,
Manipur, Tripura, Nara and Munkang States. “esidee ti:is,

they maintained foreign relations with the princijpal

43Bhuyarl, S.Ko, O"t’oCitop p023.

41pi4.,



hill trires such as Daflas, Miris, Nagas, Khamptis,
Singhnhos and the Mismis. The Katakis who negotiated
the relations were well-trained for this jok. ™frey -ere
generally guided by the principles that in dealing with
the more powerful enemy attack, as a preliminary step
Katakis should be sent for friendly negotiations. ™o
secure the withdrawal of the enemy, the should enter
into a treaty and stick to it and observe it for sgome-
time and later defy it when sufficient forces are
mobilised, During the Mughal invasion in 1638, the Ahoms
with incomplete v)ar preparations were compelled +o alont
diplomatic methods in order to gain time for completion
of their preparations. Accordingly, Katakis were

sent to the enemy camp at Kajalimukh under royal
instructions. The Katakis approached the enemy thus -
"for what purpose the Nawabs come here? If they have
come with the intention of war let them so inform us.
But war is waged between the Padshahs and not between
the common people like you and us. Therefore, we are
ready to give you whatever you demand.45 tnder no cir-
cumstances, the enemy should be relied on. 'esk enemies

should be dealt with mercilessly and should not be given

45Bhuyan, S.X ., ¥Kamrupar Buranji (ed.), p.40.



the opportunity to make pedCe.46 The doctrine of 'tana-
. dama=-bheda-danca' (conciliation, concession, re -ur= an-
force) was always rracticed by the Ahors in tne <oniluct
of diplomatic relations. "ithin the franework ¢: tre
general policy, the Katakls had enough scope fcr ~xer-
cise of discretion, orgginality and inventiveness; anc
on their powers of advocacy and exposition depenaec tie
proper settlement of grave issues. They carriec writien
epistles which they had to explain and sometimesg supple-
ment by ‘Mukh-javan' or oral--submission.47 On r.any
occasions they misrepresented the fact in suct. s narner
that the Mughal Commanders were compelled to entertain
dublious riopes of success agalnst Assam, According to
diplomatic norms, the Katakls were not responsikle for
the contents of the message they carried anc were innure
from the consequences thereof. sometime the }arukisg
bringing bad news or messages not to the likinc «f the
haughty monarchs or the nobles had to suffer igro iny.
strict honesty was enjoined on the Katakis. ™ased or
these principles Pratap singha maintained diplor«tic
relations with the Mughals. However, under his instruc-
tions several Katakis were executed for receiving
gratification from "aja Dharmanarayan and fror -he

Mughal commander Paja Satrajit.48

- — - a—an

46Gogwami, S.C., Nitilatankur, pp.17, i3, 17.
47Bhuyank,s.K., Anglo-Assamese Relations, pr.30-31.
41pi4.,



The importance of a class of skillled ¥atakis
was first realised by fwargadao Pratap Singha. Fe
replaced the Ahom Katakis by Brahmins who wers «oneldered
to be shrewd. Once he explained to the ratakls abacut
their duties in the following words :

"I am highly pleased with the manner in
which you have conducted yourselves and
asserted your views in a foreign place
(Court of the Mughal Commander Allayar
Khan). Katakis should be like shieldmen.
Your words alone constitute your rice
and cloth; more specially the relations
between ocurseives and yourselves are like
gold and borax; the former is refined
with the help of the latter. You have
been able to vindicate your cause in a
foreign Durbar and thereby to protect
the interests of vyour government, with-
out paying any heed to your personal
safety. Therefore, 'O Bamuniputeks',
have I got angone dearer to me than
yourselves?"4

Durihq the reriod of AhomuMughal wars nurerous
diplomatkc eplstles were exchanged between the two pow rs.
The Katakils who carried the epistles of the Ahorm govern-
ment were well verged in Persian language. The style of
writing as well as the language of the epistles are unique
from the literary point of view. The language is a

curilous mixgure of persian, Hindl and Assamese. Many

Persians generally known as ‘Parsiparhias® or persian

readers were attached totre Ahom Court. Their occupation

4gsl'myem. SeK., Op.cit., p.31. (Reprocuced fron
Assam Buranji No.7).
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was deciphering and interpreting of Persian cdocuménts,
drafting and supervision of the Persian corresponaence«
of the government. The Persian chronicles of the Mugi.c’
Court throwing light on the Assam~Mughal conflicts of
the seventeenth century are equally prolific. Th: useriec
of eristles exchanged for nearly twenty year:s £fc'owirc
the treaty of 1639 are of invaluable help in uniclding
the eventful story of a forgotten era in the nistory of
Mughal north east frontier rolicy - an era of p-zace,
diplomacy and busy-trade and commerce with tre z-ameage
which terminated only with the outbreak of tre --zr of

Succession (1658).

The Ahom Government strictly observed diplomatic
etigquette with its Mughal counterpart. They alsc
expected similar treatnent from foreign powers. Iter
treaty of Ghilajharighat (1663), Emperor 4urangzer
sent two Ahadis (envoy) to Assam, Dor Beg arn< Ruston
Beg, with the present of a ‘'Shirpao' for Swarga£o
Jayadhwaj Singha. Rut Tayadhwaj soon died. The ihaais
then of fered the present to the new King chakradhivai
Singha. The envoys insisted that the Ahon ¥Ving should
come forward from his throne to receive the 'shirvao’.

Atan Puragohain objected to this humiliating provosal



and said, "should the slave of a Mughal speak in this
fashion? Should we renounce the time honoured custor
of the land and age-o0ld diplomatic practices?" e

articles were then deposited in the royal steree. X

The Ahoms always stressed the doctrine ¢r nuatura.
boundaries and they regarded the river Kartoya as tne
western boundary of ascam on the basis of the linats
of ancient Hindu Kingdon of Kanrup. It wus koundec cr
the west by the river Kartaya including roughly tre
Brahmaputra valley, Bhutan, Fangpur and 2€her. 7hus

the ultimate terriborial ambition of the Ahoms  .c
to restore the old limits up to kartoya anu thev succede
at times in bringing parts of ancient territories unde:

their sway.s1

suhungmung bDihingla Raja first extenced | ic
suzerainty up to the river Kartoya by exrelliny t.e
Mohammedans who invaded Assam. It was nothing ut 3
extension of the sphere of influence anc cthe ancr 5 L
neothing to retain this boundary permanently. In 1€53F
¥ ing Jayadhwaj Singha extended his sway up to tae 7ive:
Manas after driving out the Mughals from Kamruy . Tne

river Manas occupied a strategic position from the

51Bhuyan, S.Ke, Anglo=azsamegse Felations, n.23.



nilitary podnt of view, anu fixatior of west2:n ioutnuary
at Panas (Manahda) was @ voluntary contraction on ‘..»
part of Assam.>? The secona rallying point of ue
AS5an@ g8 was at Guwahati with the hills on both ~arks
of the Brahmaputra and then at Sandhiara and “inalgarh
with the sane strategic acvantage of rillsg anc riverasa,
The ~homg avoided contest in the plains as they hau a
e agre cavalry and the level raegions were not found
suitable for their guerrilla tactics. The invuasion

of Mir Jumla (1662-1663)changed the geogQrarhical limit
of Assam, At a nuch later stage, King fudra “ingha
expressed his desire before the nobles to restcr: the
old limits of Hssan up to the ¥artoya. Even in hig {=atl
bed he hoped that his successors would honour hi:

.em:i.xmm:.f’3

Dinhingie Raja's expedition to Caur took place
during the days of the independent Afgan Sultane of ~er.gal
and the rMughal firgt established their supremacy ove:
theat province in 157¢. Till dbout 1614, tre ALons hac
no gudrrel with the Mughals but hostilities troke out
in the following year as a result of Mughal encrcuachrents

an. raised raids which Assam opposed. The war continued

- - ————— -

Stewart, History of Rengal, p.317.

53\-'360, JePe, AN Account of Assam, (ed.' Tenudhar
Sharma, pe.ldé.
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with varying fortunes till the year 1639 when a treaty
was éoncluded according to which lower Assam from
Guwahatl to Manaha passed into the hands of tle& *ugliais.
The first and second phases of the struggle of this
period were mainly confined in Kamrup, both in'Uttarkel
and 'Dakhinkol. The wars in Dakhinkol were mainly a
story of the struggle of resistance by the local chiefs
against the Mughal invasion. In 1658 the Ahoms recoverec
their lost territories; ceded it again in 1663 an-
regained it in 1667 by Lachit rarphukan. The ‘r.orn
viceroy at Guwahati, Laluk Barphukan treacher.usly
surrendered lower Assam to the Mughals in 1679, only

to oust the Bura Gohain with whom he i.au personal
enmity. The Bar thukan vainly expécted to be ti.e ruler
of Assam with the help of the Mughals. Tinally ir 1let:,
the Ahoms were able to recover the territories ucto tie
river vanaha which remained the boundary of ~ssan til

the termination of their rule,

The Ahoms remained ever vigilant over ‘re
activities of the Mughals. In normal peace tire tlev
were on friendly terms. This was evident fron 'te
exchange of visits of the envoys fror both side.. “Lt
the aAhoms were always appreheénsive of the tuoh "¢ on

their territory and as such they remained on alers
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with full armed preparations to deal with the enemv

as and when occasions arose. Assam's hostilities

with the Mughals were almost always successful and the
latter admitted the difficultdes of a war against ‘ssam
in view of natural disadvantage combined with th- intre-

pldity of the Assamese generals.54

The ultimate issue

of the Ahom Mughal conflict was greatly determined by

the geography of this region., A study of the details of
the wars, the route of the march, the plan of oper tions,
the tactics employed by the conb#sants and even .- nature
and number of engagements bears unnistakable evidence

of the influence of the geographical factor.55

The Mughal ‘s attitude towards Assam was inidluenced
partly by their traditional policy of imperialisn ind
partly by their desire to obtain an access tc tre forestre
of Assam which were full of elephants and ‘agar ' wood

and other precious articles.56

Their policy of inperialism
shows different tendencies on different occasions. &t

the beginning of their contact with Assam, the Mughal
policy was based on securing econonic advantages, such

as trade facllities and the availability of the natural

resources of Assam for the Mughals. It would, however,

54Bhuyan, S.Ke., Op.cit., p.26.
sthattdcharya, SeNe, Opecit., p.d2.
*6Bhuyan, S.K., Op.cit., p.2€.



be wrong to presume that the policy of intervention
was the outcome of a deliberately calculated policy
to extend Mughal suzerainty over the area occupied
and adminisgtered by the Koches. The occupatiocr of
Kamrup lay in the logic of circumstances. Tie close
proximity of Kamrup with the Empire and the latter's
intervention in the affairs of the rival ¥och Kings
of Koch Behar and ¥amrup ultimately brought ¥Kamrur
into conflict with the Mughal. All the Mughal campaigns
either into Koch Kingdoms or Assam were conductec st
the initiative of the viceroys of the Bengal "urar.
Emperor Jahangir and his successor shah Jahar too-
little interest in the north east frontierof mernczl.
Emperor Aurangzeb viewed the north east in a son: 1 't
different light. Mir Jumla was aespatched to 'esap
only to get rid of a formidable rival to the mreveor,
Many of the conflicts of the pre-Mir Jumla perir” mre
the outcome of either deliberate actions of +1e ~-ichal
officers of Hajo or mishandling of trLe dirlol wtic
relationship. This is evident frorm the role of =ajx
satrajit, the commander of the Mughal thana of Tandu.
Assam's name for Mughal strategy was 'Nughal-fard‘’’,
which they tried to thoroughly master through .ssamese

messengers and agents despatched to Mughal Inci:, bat:



in authorised and unauthorised manner; ana also w.rouui
dughal subjects who stayed on in assan after th# 2part-

ture of the exreditions to which they were attdcned.57

At the beginning of the foundation of tie Vingucr
of Xoch Behar by Biswa Singha, The Ahoms lookad u:son
the Koch Raja as belonging to the category of '534.353-
chanchita' - a name applied to the rulers who wore £irst
settled by the Ahoms in the government of a ; articulu:
state., Naranarayan and Cchilarai, two sons of 3i:wa
Singha rejected the Ahom authority and rather went o (Le
extreme step of invading Assam, At a subsequent .ericu,
two Koch princes were installed as tributary ~ajas in
Darrang and Beltola states respectively. cCachar was
another territory of ‘thapita-chanchita' order, as
after a brief interregnum, its ruler, Nirbhoynarayan,

had been placed on the throne by Dihingia r-‘a.\j::a.sg

There had been frequent friction betweer the
Jayantia Faja and the Ahom monarch, but the latier forced
the former to come to terms on many occasions. ! atrironial
relations were alsc established between the two ¥ings i<
a mark of abiding friendship. The state of “imurua,

however, becawe the bone cf concention as bottr ~f the

A s e

S7Bhuyan, S.K., Opc.cit.p.o7.
Selbidcg p.27.



rulers laid claims to it. The Ahon claim on irarua
was based on their occupation of that princirality after
defeating the Mughals in early 1616 anci again in 1e€¢7,

by defeating sayid Feroz Khan, Fouzder of Guwahati.

The Ahoms adopted a conciliatory policy towards
the neighbouring hill tribes. Occasionally, under
compell ing circumstances they had to aprly force. But
complete subjudation was never contemplated. The Ahomrs
were required to check the inroads of these tribes
inhabiting the hills so as to protect their own sutjocts,
Attempts were made to adjust the matual relationsnip,
but their strict observance could not be usually enforced
ag the tribesmen lived in inaccessible hills and fo:ests.sg
The Ahoms appointed frontier officers to deal e{f:ctively
with these tribes and to maintain friendly relations.
The Sadiya Khowa Gohain was in-.charge of the affairs of
the tribes of the cadiya region; the Narangi Xhowz Jlohain
and the Rahial Barua of the Kacharis and dikirs:; the
Jagiyalia Gohain and Kajalinukhia Gohain of the Tayantiyas.
The Barphukan was responsible for maintaining relations
with the Raja of Dimarua and the chieftains cf ‘>akhinkol.

A nurmber of officers well-versed in the languages, ialects,

——— > -

SgBhyyan, SeKe, OP.Cit.. p¢320



customs and habits of these tribegmen wer2 attacred

to these frontier officers. ™whereas Brahman amhacsddor =
were, as a rule, appointed to the states of westerr
agsam; they were replaced by sturdy trikal experte ip
conducting negotiations with the borderinc racer, for
in dealing with these tribesmen, namely, tie =ingchos,
the Nagas, the Duflas, the Abors etc., there -ras arater
need of a spirit of forebearance and understandirqa,
sincerity and straightforwardness than of subtle logic,
sophistry and propaganda.60 That the Ahomsg cucceeded
in maintaining cordial relations with the hill tribes
is evident from the writings of the Mughal crronicles,
Shihabuddin Talish who accompanied the Mir Jumla
expedition. He wrote, "Although most of the inkhahitants
of the neighbauring hills pay no tax to the " aifar of
Assam, yet they accept his sovereignty ana orevy =ome

of his commands."™l captain st. John F. }ichel; in Lis
‘Report on the Northeiast Frontier, 183" sav=, "The
Assamege army appears at this tine (1660) to have been
largely recruited from the Nagas and the Viris, ancd it
is evident that they were quite able to hold tneir own

against the well—trained arnies of Hindustan”.62 Thus

59Bhuyan, SeK., Op.cit., pe32.

€01big., p.47.

6llbid., p.47. (Reproduced fromr sSir T . sarkar,
JoB.O.P.g'c' 1915‘ P’po 184'—185)o

©21p44.



the Ahoms regulated their tribal policy in a real isti
and judicious manner and at times they dicd net recigare
to apply force, lest the offer of friendshir anc -~on
will should be interpreted as a manifestatior of eav.

ness and irbecility.

In the Seventeenth century, the Ahon rulers
seem to have adorted a policy of isolation ir reguri tco
the commercial activities with the foreigners ir -
restricted form. They restricted the movenent of threir
traders beyond the Assanm 'Chowky'. The foreigr r auere
were prohibited from entering into the aissan territory.
The Assamese traders exchanged theilr goods, sucl as,
gold, musk, agar, pepper, silk etc. for salt, salt-
petre, sulphur and other articles carried on by tre

63 By these connercial intercourse, tre

Mughal traders.
Assamege traders could keep close watch on the noverert
of foreigners, Turing the early stage of the ahor-
Mughal contact, the Mughal traders, lured by the —recious
articles of Assam forests, illegally entered into Assar
territory leading to frequent conflicts betwe=n tre two

powers. As the Mughal traders showed their keenness

to establish commercial intercourse with the :iccanese,

63cait, Op.cit., r.274.



‘hats' were arranged on the frontier for exchange of

goods.

The Assamese traders were, however, not allowed
to interfere in the admindstrative affairs. Three
Assamege traders (Mudois) had once assured the Nawab of
Dacca that they would establish friendly relations
between the Nawab and the Ahoms. Accordingly they
brought with them ¢to Assam some diplomatic agents of
the Nawab together with letters and presents meant for
the Ahom monarch, Pratap Singha. The King accuse: the
merchants thus, "They are merchants and as such shoulc
have confined themselves to trading activities., "hat
business had they to bring envoys from Bengal?" The

traders were later executed under orders of the nonarch .64

The Ahoms conducted their trading activities witer
the frontier tribes on a small scale. Protection was
given to the traders by the frontier officials of the
Ahom government known as 'Datiyalia Bisayas' and ‘‘uarias’,
The Nuaria Barua enjoyed the exclusive privilege -f
trade with Bengal at the later period of :=hom rule,
Goalpara on the south bank and Jogighopa and 2angamati
were the eastern outposts of Bengal when@e its mercl.ants

maintained their trade relations with .issam,

64Bhuyarx, S«K., Kamrupar Buranji (ed.), p.2f.
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The frequent Mohammedan invasions from ti~
time of Bakhtiyar Khilzi in 1205 A.D. to the fipa!l
expulsion of the Mughals in 1682 made the \scamess
averse to foreigners and considered them as a source
of danger to the security of the nation. The security
of the kingdom being the primary concern witl tlre
government, foreigners were admitted with great caution:
but those who came to stay with the avowed purrose of
serving the country in some capacity were given every
facility to do 30.65 All people living in the ccuntries
to the west of Assam and entering into Assamr through
Bengal were called, '§§ESEL§' a term applied even tc
Europeans as Baga Bangal. But this term was also
applied to those foreigners entertaining hrostile Jdesigrs
against Assam, The fear of enemy attack fror e
western frontier compelled the assamese to be
susplcious of all foreigners. Assam was usually de scribed
as 'sonar Saphura‘’ or a ‘'casket of gold*', the lustre of

which must always be kept shininq.66

But there were excertlons to this rigid exclusion
of strangers or foreigners. The Ahom rulers enccuraged

people from other parts of Hindustan to come and settle

s -t - e

65Bhuyan, S.K., 'Atan Buragohain and his times',p.12.

66
Ibid,,
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in Assam provided that their introduction was of
advantage to the nation. After Hinduisation the “homs
began to take some interest in the religion and culture
of India. They deputed Brahman priests to the strines
ocubgide the state for making offerings. roliticel agerts,
mostly in disguise, were sent outside to study foreign
customs, manners and also political behaviour. <ccholars
and saints, artisans and craftsmen, clerks and accourn-
tants, both Hindu and Muslim, were freely admitted, an.
brought by special arrangement with the rulers of
Hindustan as there was dearth of such mén in Assar anu
considered them useful for cultural and economic deve-
lopment of the state. But these ‘'licensed foreicnere'
had to cut off all relations after coming intc .csam,
They, like other subjects of the State, were equally
treated by the government and they had to learn 2ssamese
language, manners and customs. The Assamese rade a
distinction between ‘'desirable foreigners' ard'ure-
sirable foreigners.' The former category conprised
those who came to stay and became naturalised. The
latter category consisted of those who had no irtentdon
to stay permanently and upon whom the Assam government
had no control.®7 shihabuddin Talish gives a clear

picture of the attitude of the Assamese people tcuras

67Bhuyan, S.K., ‘'Anglo-Assamese Felations', ¢ .57.
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foreigners" - No Indian King in former times ever
conguered Assam, Even the intercourse of foreigners
and the Assamese was very limited. They allow no

stranger to enter their t-.err:Ltor:y."68

The relations with the hill chieftains of thle
tract of the territories bordering the Fhasi and thre
Garo Hiils were very friendly with the Ahom rulers.
These Chiefs mostly belonged either to Fabha ©r ‘aro
tribes and ruled thelir territories as vassal paying
mnoderate tribute to the Ahom Raja. In times of nece-
ss8ity they were protected by the ahom ruler fror oxternal
aggression. The Ahom intervention in the affdires of
these hill Rajas of Dakhinkol came in the wake of
Mughal invasions of the latter's territories in thre
course of the subjugation of Kamrup. Thege hil!l "hief.
tains (raja) are mentioned as 'Eighteen Hill ©~:§ :=°
of 'Dakhinkol® sarkar on the south bank of the Brahmarutra
in the Koch territory of Xamrup, both in pPersian €hrronicles
and Assam Buranjis. The states of Darrang, Reltola and
Rani enjoyed full autonomy in their internal administration
like other vassal gtates. The Rani Raja pald no tribute

to the Ahom monarche. The other states were, Luki, Boko,

68Blochmann, J.A.S.B., 1872, - pPart I, "Koch Rehar
and Assam,
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Barduwar, Bholagaon, Mirapur, Pantar, Rangaon,
Bagaduwar, Dimarua etc.. In addition to annual tribute,
they were required to furnish a stipulated number of
paiks to the Ahom monarch in times of war. ™he-+ remained
under the control of the Ahoms from the reigr of "ratap

Singha till the end of the Ahom rule.®®

The Ahom kings granted some rights to trese hill
chiefs for the purpose of bartaring their products at
certain ‘hats' or market places. The hillrer care tc
these places through some ‘'duwar's which were tre
gate@ways to the hills. This was required for rnaintaining

peace in the frontier.

The Ahoms had a very efficient and well-c¢iscinl ined
army which could stam the tide of repeated Mughal inva-
sions. The invincibility of the Assamese during the
period of Mohammedan conflicts had led a writer to rer.u-v
'the Assamese were to the Moslems what the Murmicians
and Mauritanians were to the oldi%omans'.7o The Y ughal
Commander, Rashid Khan spoke of the Ahom armv thus -

"the enemy is beyond the reach of our heavy artillery;
anc¢ there is no opportunity for fighting with arrows
and guns. Thelr ministers, commanders and infantrv are

69Fajkumar, S., 'Nilachal, 1963, 2nd issue, rp.?229=302-

'Khasi Jayantia Parbatar Uttar ¥asaria Raja 'ru ~aja ~owali',

7°Bhuyan, S.K., Annals of the pelhk Badshalr.cte (ed,’

p.l2. (Reproduced from The Religious History of . .ssam-
calcutta Review, 1867, vol. XLVI, p.78).




all to be admired for having constructed suct ar

impregnable wall of defence."’l

The king was the supreme commander of tre armec
forces. All officers from the highest to the lowest
were liable to military service. The noneservinc raiks
constituted the standing miiitia. The army nostly con-
sisted of infantry and elephants. The most notec
animal from the standpoint of war and trade was the
elephant. It had a prominent place in ¥och «nd -c¢camese
military array and eccasional many a diplomatic anc
armed contest between the Mughals and the ~ssanese,
According to the treaty of Ghilajharighat (1663), tne
Ahoms had to pay a war indemnity of rupees three lakhs
and ninety elephants and an annual tribute of twenty
elephants. A series of epistles were exchanged betweer
Atan Buragohain and Pashid Khan, faugzdar of Guwahati
regarding delivery of elepﬁants tc the Mughals. The
failure to deliver the elephants and money within the

stipulated time led to renewal of hostilities.

The performance of religious rites was customary
to the initiation of a campaign. In the course of their

campaign the Ahoms preserved and protected the cows

716a1t, E«Ae, Op.cit., pP.252.
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and Brahmans as there were standing royal instructions
to do so., The Ahom art of fighting was unigque. They
constructed highly ingenious and impregnable fcrtresss
which evoked admiration even fror the hostile vygrale.
Ooren encounters were suprlemented by guerrilla fightirc,
in which the Ahoms were superb. They would only come
out from their forts at night and fall on the eneries
unnoticed. In the event ¢of their repulse thev would
hurry back to retreats. By these tactics they rearlvw
succeeded in thwarting the activities of Mir Turl.a's

army.72

striking were the naval achievenents of the

Assamege under Ahom rule. The naval engagemente witl. the
enemy at Kalaibar and saraighat were noteworthy. -t <he
end of the battle at Saraighat, the Mughal ceneral Rar
singha had to acknowledge the valour and skill of his
adversaries thus, "Every Assamese soldier ic =xjert in
rowing boats, in shooting arrows, in digaing trenches :nd
wielding guns and cannons. I have not seen such speci-

rens of versatility in any other parts of Indta,t 3

There had been freguent Mughal invasion in the

north bank of the Brahmaputra valley frorx nacca bv

72Gait' E.A., OEQCito, po2530
731p1a.,
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following the left bank of the Brahmaputra. ™t irn
southern Assam, the invading forces had to cepena
much on the flotilla of war-boats for their success.,
The Mohanmedan invaders were so much impressea bv the
superlior force of the aAhoms that they aild not hesitate
to record their appreciation about the Assamesge. » ir
Jumla wondered at the strength of the fortifications
at Simalgarh. "strong in thd r trihal unity, fierce
in their independance, invigorated by a nourishing diet
and buoyed up by an exhilarating drink, the Ahoms,
dénspite of many defects in their political and military
system, ultimately got the better of the Vughals still
in the hey-=day of their prosperity and glory"74 -
Shihabuddin Talish, the author of Fathivya-i-Tbrivah
describes beautifully the technique of the ~hor zorvt
at Jogighopa in the following terms,
"It is a large and high fort on the 3rahma-
putra. Near it the enemy (Assamese) hac aug
many holes for the horses to fall intd, and
pointed pileces of bamboos (Panjis) had been
stuck in the holes. Behind the holes, for
about half a short distance, on even ground,
they had made a ditch and behind the ditch,
near the fort another one three yards deey.
The latter was also full &£ pointed ramboos.
This is how the Ahoms fortify all their posi-
tions. They make their forts of mud. The

Brahmaputra is south of the fort and on the
east is the Manas".75

T4gnattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., p.46.

75Gait, E.A., Op.cit., p.132.
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During Mir Jumla's stay in Assam for ter
months, the Mughals were subjected to endless suffering
and harassment. They found the country of Assam ‘wild
and dreadful, abounding in danger - a land of unhealthy
climate, witchcraft and pestilential diseases', as
evident from the writings of the Mughal Chroniclers
Talish. Inspite of their sufferinygs and hardships, the
Mughals remained in occupstion of a vast area of the
country. Seeing the plight of the Agsamese subjects,
Atan Buragohain expressed his sorrow and saic¢ "we can-
not vanquish the Mughals in open warfare; but preserva-
tion of the country and protection of its subjects are
the first necessity for the government."” "Tith this ain
in view, the Ahoms accerted the peace proposal, «lthouar.
with extremely humiliating terms, but it was in con-

formity with the recognised principle of .hor i) lonacy.

The ‘Daivajna astrologers' of the ahon court
played a vital role in the conduct of the military
operations esgpecially during the ahom-Mughal contlicts.
Astrologers were first stationed with the Ahon: monarck
at the capital, and later on the officers serving in
lower Assam had expert astrologers attached to t..eir

respective staffs, as they had to be freguently consulted



as to the prospects of the Ahom force in prolectec
encounters. Thus astrologers became an indisoensible
element in the establishment of the leading admrinistrators

and commanders stationed in different places.76

The ahom forces were supported by a strong
esplonage system., The conmanders entrusted with the
conduct of the military engagements could never be
bribed or won over to the hostile carmp. There were
instancew of voluntary desertion to the enemv's ~amp
by men like akhek Gohain, Baduli Phukan and Bejaoloil
Fhukan, but these had no effect on the course of rne war
Akhek who stayed as a fugitive in the dughal cam.,
later deserted and furnished detailed infornation about
the strategy of the Mughals. Papr Singha made rere~atec
attempts to win over Lachit Barphukan and his comrvardere
byt here Mubhal Ragjput strategy failed while it nhad

7

succeeded in many other parts of India.7 o strengtren

further the espionage system, the Ahor ronarcrs intro’vced

76Bhuyan, 5.K., Deodhal Ason Buranji(ed), r.”viiT ff,
Nahar and Kalia, two astrologers acconpanied the .nnmr
troops to Hatisila led by Lapeti Fhukan and Baduli "~hukan
in 1659. During Mir Jumla's invasion .Tayadhwaj ~ingha
deputed two astrologers, Birat and Bharua to advice the
Ahom commanders. The astrologers who took achtive role
in the Ahom-Mughal cénflicts during the period frcr 1667
to 1671, the names of Jyotirbhusan, Achyutananda "oloi and
Ramk?ari are very prominent. (Annals of the Delhk Padshehate
r.il).

7TBhuyan, S.K., Annals of the pelhi Badshahate, [ .1:.
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a class of devoted and trusted officers fror among

their own clan, called the ‘sajati’® who were respon-
sible for furnishing information relating to tiw ccnduct
of the officers directly to the King. Instances are also
not rare to indicate that the Mughal officers at Guwahati
succeeded in utilising the services of the Brahman
priests of Umananda and Kamakhya tenples for the conso-
lidation of the Mughal administration. The lanc granc
made to the two Pujaris dpriest) of Kamakhya by Allayar
¥han and Hasan Khan, fauzdars of Guwahatl (1€39-1658)

and later confirmed by Emperor Aurangijib in 1667 b»ear
proof to the fact that these grants were nade ir consi-
deration of the services rendered. Otviously the dughals
needed the help of these influential priests for conso-
lidation of their sway in this strategic regiorn of
western Assam., Another Sanad was issued to tlte riests

78

of Umananda in 1667 by the Emperor. It i3 interesting

to note that a Badshahi Fishery ¢grant was issued t~ =3
priest of Kamakhya temple. The area of operatior war
follows,

'On the south of the Branmaputra, from tre
nouth of Khanajan (Khananukh) under <ayari
mouza within pPalasbari circle to Sinna
(Rangagora €imna). On the north bank of tne
Brahmaputra, from the agiathuti hill of Tut-
Bansar mouza under Hajo circle to Hatinmura
hill of Bamundi wvillace in the district cf
Kamrup. '’

785huyan, SXK., Op.cit., pp.l17=-18,

796uwahati High court Ccase, civil Rule ro.8C of
1973,



The Mughal Badshah Aurangz®b was a begot and as such
it is doubtful if he evereencouraged either the esta-

blishment of Hindu temples or patronised their riests.

The impression which the sssam expedition of
Mir Jumla made upon the Mughals has been verv grantically
déscribed by the Mohammedan higtorian, Mcharrad Vazim,
the author of the ‘Alamgirnama® - "The Rajas of " :san
have never bowed the head of submigsion and ohedience,
nor have they paid tributes or revenue to tl€ most rower.
ful monarch, but they have curbed the anbition anri
checked the conquests of the most victorious yrinces
of Hindustan. The solution of a war against ther has
baffled the penetration of heroes who have been styled

g0
conguerors of the world."

-

8Olalwyan. SeK., 'Atan Buragohain and his times',p.32.
(Reproduced from H. Vansgittart, - 'A description of ‘=sam
from Alamgirnama' - Asiatic researches, Vvol. 11, 1807,
pp.179-180.
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MUGHAL INVASION OF KAN RUP

Bengal became an integral part of the »ughal
Empire after the defeat of Dahd ¥ararani, the great
rathan hero in the battle near Rajmahal in 1576 ~.O.
Soon after that diplomatic relations were established
between Emperor Akkar and King Narnarayan of Foctl.
Behar. Both the monarchs thereby recognised eacl
other's territorial integrity and mutual friendshiy.
Wwith this opened a new Chapter in the history of »ughal
north-east frontier policy. The formation of suct
an alliance was, however, due mainly to political
expediency. Many vanquished Afgan Chiefs of Rengal
fled to the neighbouring state of Koch Behar for taking
asylum there., Most of them started creating troubles
in Bengal and posed a threat to the security of the
province. Emperor Akbar wanted to check it witl the
co-oOperation of King Narnarayan. The latter also
apprehended such troubles in his own Kingdom frormr
these refractory Chiefs and refused such asylum.1 ~ s

per the terms of the treaty Narnarayan assured his

lRoy, A .C., History of Bengal, p.l46.
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counterpart not to extend any help to the Pathan
rebels. Four years later, Naranarayan, with a view

to pleasing Akbar and as a friendly gesture sent an
envoy to the Imperial Court with rich presents. T™he
visit of the envoy further confirmed their friendship.
This led to greater understanding on both sides. Sone
deyhroned Afgan Chiefs of Bengal and Orissa had re-
established their hold in parts of East Bengal under
the leadership of Isa Khan of Sonargaon. Because of
the continuous threat of these rebel chiefs from the
northern and eastern parts of BRengal, the Imperial
government needed the co-operation and friendshi- of
the neighbouring state of ¥och Behar. On the other
hand, Naranarayan, in his desire to have a powerful
ally against the apprehended menace of the Ahoms,
looked to the Mughals as a strong arm of defence asgairnst
Assam.2 So long as Naranarayan was alive, the Mughals
respected this alliance (1578) based on perfect ecuality.
However, the partition of the Koch Kingdon into two,
viz. Koch Behar and Kamrup €hanged the political sitia-
tion. Being contiguous to Bengal, it was natural that

the Mughals first canme into contact with the ¥ ingdom

roy, A.C., Op.cit., p.147.
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of Koch Behar. Towards the close of Akbar's reign
the defensive alliance was transformed into a suh-
ordinate one - the King accepted the Mughal vassalage
without, of course, any obligation as to the paynent
of tribute. Thus from 1596 toc 160€ A.J . the ¥oches
were compelled to make subordinate alliance with the
Vughals due to internal feuds between the two Yoch

rulers.3

In 1594 A.D., “Raja Van Singh was appointed
Viceroy of Bengal and with this, the consolidatior of
Mughal authority in Bengal really began. In the
following year he laid the foundation of a new caqpital
at Rajmahal alias Akbarnagar for administrative con-
veniance and political considerations.4 Rajmanal was
considered to be a central place of Bengal province
and it was expected that the local Chiefs could be
effectively dealt with from this place. PMan Singh
could not follow a strong forward policy due to irternal
troubles in Bengal, His viceroyalty was a story of
the struggle between the Mughals and the local rulers

for supremacy. The authority of the Fmperor continued

3Choudhuri, H.N., 'The Land Revenue Settlernert of
the Cooch Behar State', p.234.
Stewart, History of Bengal, pp.l187-188,

4Roy Choudhuri, I, Bengal under Akbar and Jahangir,

p-.50.
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to be resisted by powerful Bengal Chiefsg, notable
among them being Isa Khan of Sonargaon, ¥edar rai
of vikrampur, Pratapaditya of Jegsore and Usman,

the mogt powerful of all the Afgan Chiefs.

The restoration of the afgans in Bengal was
the burning passion of Usman in his life. He threw
of_f his vassalage and along with Khwaja Soloiman,
raided orissa in 1592. This country had recently been
conquered by the Mughal general Man Sing. The attack
was however, repulsed by the Imperial ¢eneral with

5 Uéman revolted again after sonetime

all his vigour.
and cefeated Vaha Singh, son of Man Singh. On coming
to know of it, Man Singh hurried back from Rajputana
and inflicted a crushing defeat on the rebels. He

remalned constant source of danger till he was cefeated

in the battle of Neik Ujyal on March 12, 161Z.

It is, therefore, apparent that the Vughrals
could not follow an imperialist policy in the nortr.-
east frontier during the viceroyalty of Man Singh. ¥e -
relinguished his office in 1606 and was replacec by
Qutubuddin who died next year. His successor .Tehangir

Quli Xhan, an old man, sgccumbed to the Bencal clinate

— ——

5Stew.mrt, History of Bengal, p.133.

6 . . .
Benl Prasaed, History of Jehangir, pp.7¢7-7 7,



50

within a year of his assumption of office.7 A0 way,
the period from 1594 fo 1606 A.D. was one of consoliddae
tion of Mughal authority in Bengal. The Mughal inter-
vention in the affairs of ¥Koch Rehar is not to he
viewed as an act of aggressive dessgn only. ~his s
due to political expediency and after dkrar's death,

his son Jahangir simply carried out his father's rn'icy.

Ever since the partition of the ¥och ¥ingdor,
into Koch Behar and Kamrup, the relations between tre
two rulers continued to be strained. Raghudev (15€1.
1603), King of Kamrup who was a tributory to Koch Behar,
refused to pay tribute to his uncle, King Naranarayan.
He went a step further, after his uncle's death (1584}
by carrying on fregquent plundering raids in the ~och
Kingdom. This led to inevitable clashes between ~ aksni-

narayan of Koch Behar and Raghudev of Kamrup.

During the reign of Akbar in 1596 A.D., Laikheni-
narayan, son of Naranarayan arproached the rudgha’ viceroy
of Bengal for help against his cousin, Raghudev. They
met at Anandapur near Ghoraghat and concluded a treaty
of subordinate alliance. ™o cement the bond nf friend-

ship, Lakhsminarayan gave his sister Pravabati in

Teeni rrasad, History of Jehangir, p.206.



51

marriage to Van Singh. 1In return Man Singh sent a
detachment to Koch Behar apparently to resist the

raids of Raghudev. It was a definite land mark in

the history of Mughal northe-east frontier policy.

E.A. Gait, on the authority of the Akbarnama states
-that Pravabati was the daughter of Lakhsminarayan.8

The obs€rvation appears to be wrong and in fact Travarati
was the sister of Lakhsminarayan.9 According tc the
terms of the treaty, Lakhsminarayan acknowledged Mughal
suzerainty and Koch Behar thus became a vassel of the

Mughal Empire .10

The Mughal force under the command of two
Afgan off icers met Faghudev in an open engagement.
In the filerce struggle that ensued, the Koch wing
fought unaided and was defeated with heavy losses irn
men and materials. He was compelled to vacate Rahirbecna,
a ¥och territory in 1597.11 Trhe Koch chronicles and
Buranjis are silent about this event. The Koches thus
had to continuve this policy of subordinate alliance

till the year 1608 A.D,

8Ga1t, Eed., JA.SBs = LXII Part, 1€93, ¢ .7°7,
'The Koch Kings of Kamrup'.
9Sar‘kar, Ambika, Koch rajbansi Tatir Itihash, ¢.73.

1OROY' A'CO' Op.Cit-, pp.146-1470

118hattacharya, S.N., Mughals north-east frontier
Policy, p.ll12.



The Xoch Mughal alliance and the defeat »f
Raghudev at the hands of the Imperial forces conr-llec
the former to seek the assistance of the Ahonr monuarct.,
The latter was also alarmed at the Mughal intervention

in the affairs of the ¥Koch Kingdoms.

It is not true that Raghudev ever made any
friendly alliance with Isa Khan, the Afgan chief of
SOnarqaon.12 In fact he was afrald of this Afgan Ci.ilef
and the later encouraged by the dissensions betweer. the
two Koch Kings took the first oprortunity of invading

south Kamrup.

There are conflicting accounts regarcding dirlo-
matic relations between Raghudev and Isa ¥han. C(ait, on
the authority of rohammedan writers states that, "sa
Khan after fierce fighting, took from the ¥octes tlLe
whole country as far as Rangamatl in the present Goalrara
district of Assam.13 S.N. Bhattacharya nari otées «
different story about this inciddnt. He says th.t the
Mughals supported by Lakhsminarayan made an assuault on

the combined forces of Isa Khan and Raghudev in 1597

12poy, A.c., Op.cit., pp.148-152,

13Ga1t, E.A., A History of Assam, p.62.



at Katrabari. The result was very disastrous to the
Mughals. Isa Khan scored a brilliant victory. iurjan
singh, son of Man Singh was slain in the battle. .
large number of Imperial soldiers including some ¥och
paiks were taken prisoner.14 The local Koch history

does not refer to such incidants.

The incidents referred to, are two different
incidents. The first one regarding the lLattle between
Raghudev and Isa Khan might have occured earlier while
the second incident took place at a later stace. “he
fact remains that Isa Khan becamne a source of dancger
to both the ¥oches and the Mughals and he continued to
consolidate his sway in the eastern part of Rengal,
Aprarently the Mughals and their protage, Lakhsrinarayan
were alarmed at the recent victory of Isa ¥Fhan acainst

Raghudev.

At this stage, Raghu's position was extremely
precarious. He was surrounded by enemies. In these
circumstances he was forced to seek the help ot tlLe
Rafja of Assam. Gunabhiram Barua says that Raghudev
concluded a matrimonial alliance with the Anhom monarch

by giving his daughter in marriage to the latter.15

- —

14Bhattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., p.13.
159arua, G.R., Asom Buranji, p.47.
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The Koch princess Sankala was given a dowry of two
elephants, seven horses and a hundred domestics. “i.e
Ahom ¥ing Sukhampha in return presented to the Vach
King twenty-two elephants and twelve rorses. & i~
alliance was & triumph of Raghudev's skillful dic’omracy
and wide sgtatecraft. It marked the beginning of

new phage in the diplomatic history of Acsan us well,
The Ahom monarch viewed with alarm the growing t'ughal
intervention in Koch politics and realised the necessitv
of strengthening Kamrup as a buffer state. another
incident which prompted raghu to come close to the
Ahoms was that the Ahom monrarch had given protect.on

to some rebellions off icers frav ¥och Behar. «c « result
the relations between the Ahoﬂjmonarch and the }loct
King Lakhsminarayan becane strained Raghu too} the

oprortunity by offering his friendship witlr. ti= ..j.on

monarch at a time when it was needed most.

Faghudev died about the year 1603 A.D. and -as
succeeded by his son Parikhsit narayan. In the same
year, Susengpha, alias Pratap Singha ascended the “lorm

throne. By the year 1603 - 1604 A."., the turbulent

—— —

16Gait‘ E.A».. OE .Cito' pp.104-1055
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Chiefs of Bhatl were effectively crushed for the time
being by the Bengal Government and there ensued a
rériod of comparative peace in Benga117 - and tne
adjoining areas. Faja Satrajit of Bhusna submitted

to the Imperial power in 1609, entered into Inperial
service and was confirmed in his possession of lands.
By 1611, husa Khan, son of Isa Khan, chief of Bengal
zamindars and his associates also laid down their airs,
Usman, the rathan hero was defeated in 161?.1F The
political power of the Afgans anu also tle ¥ indu
zamindars was destroyed but they were treated wel. by
Emperor @§ahangir. They were allowed to ente' tre
services of the Imperial government with pleasure. '\s
a result'of this humane policy", writes thLe autho' of

} akhzan-i-Afgani, "the Afgans abolished al! treasondble

designs and remained loyal to the throne“.19

The appointment of Islam Khan, & trusted ‘riend
of Jahangir as viceroy (Sulradar) of Rengal in 1607 -.7.,
to deal effectively witl. the rebel Chiefs of Rengal
changed the political situation. ufter the departure

of Man Singh in 1606, the afgan Chiefs and their allies

-

17Roy Choudhuri, Tapan, Bengal under -kl .r and
Jahangir, p.50.
18

Beni pPrasad, Op.cit., p.207.
19

Iswari Prasad, The Mughal Empire, p; .228-479,



20 Islam Khan soon trans-

raised their heads again,
ferred the capital from Rajmahal to Dacca to cope

with the increasing confusion arising out of tte
internal revolts. The extension of the NFughal ¢ 1 tory
in the east and the policy of bringinc rressure ot

Kamrup necessiated the transfer of tre capital to

Emcca.?l The new viceroy was deternined to exten. iz

frontier in the north-east after the subjugation of
Bengal. However it was hardly possible for tl.e Rencal
government tc follow an aggressive policy anc inter-
fere in the affairs of Koch Behar prior to the yeur
1612 &ue to the troubled situation in the xrovince.
The Mughal viceroy was anxious to have a cefensive
alliance with the King of Koch Behar to check toe
Afgan fugitives in his Kingdon. The prolonged ravolt
of these chiefs caused much trouble tc the RBerijal

government in consolidating its authority.

The two Koch Kings solicited thw friendship
of the Ahoms as there had been frequent wars between
thege two countries.?? But Parikhsit was rrompt in
securing the help of the Ahom Paja. Ve gave is -~argrter,

Mangaldahi in marriage (1€08 A.D.) to rratar “ingha.

20Beni Prasad, Op.cit., p.209.
21Tripathi, R.,P., Rbge and Tall of the Mugral Enrire,

Gait, E.A., Op.cit., p.65.
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The latter guve twenty three elephants to rarikhsit
who in turn sent with his dajghter, six fanilies ¢

domestics and twenty female slaves.23

The purpose of
forming a matrimonial alliance was obviously to -rotect
Kamrup from foreign aggression. The subsequent events
show that both the Mughals and the Ahoms were not
fighting for the cause of their proteges. They really
fought for the establishment of their own predorn ir.ance
in the frontier. while the Mughals befriende:. tieir
protege Lakhsminarayan, the ~hom ¥ing Susengpha, altl.cugh
entering into marriage alliance with rarikhsit ri-mained

indifferent when help was surely needed again-t tre

Mughals,

Lakhsminarayan was naturally aggrieved at. the
failure of his attempt to be friends with the ¥inc of
Assam. On the other hand the conflict betweer the twc
Koch Kings did not abate. The frequent invasion of
Koch territory by Parikhsit posed a danger to thre
Koch King. Besides this, the formation of tre dirio-
matic alliance between the ¥ings of Assar. and ¥arrur
caused much anxliety to him. At this critical fjuncture

he was forced £o seek the help of the Mughals. It is

23Gait, F.A., Op.cit., p.110.
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also a lesson of history that due to internal weakness
a country falls an easy prey to foreign powers.
Lakhsminarayan accepted the Imperial vassalage ir

le09. It was significant in the annals of »ughal
north east frontier policy. It symbolised the process
which had began with the political subjection of }och
Behar in the winter of 1596. ‘A new vista of aggressive
imperialism, formerly undreamt of, now opened'.24

M.I. Bora, on the authority of Paharistan expresses tl.e
view that Lakhsminarayan pald his homage to Islam ¥Vran,
the Mughal viceroy at Ghoraghat and not at Dacca ds
narrated by Gait, through Raja Raghunath of Susang in

1608.2°

The year 1609 witnessed the eclipse of the
independence of Koch Rehar. It is nentioned in +he
Kamrupar Buranji that Lakhmi went in person to »uahal
court and submitted to Emperor Shdh JFahan. ™he reianinc
Emperor at that time was Jahangir (1605 - 1627 ~.” .}.
The Koches had already established their diplomatic
ties with the Mughals and as such there was no resson
for the Koch King to go to Pelhi at a tkme when nis
state was in danger of invasion. It might not also r<

practicable for Lakhsmil to go to distant naecca as

his absence might be taken advantage of by the erenv.

24

szora.h, M.I., Baharistan-i-Ghaybl of !} irza “athar
(trans) vol.II, p.807 (foot notes),

Bhattacharya, S.N., Og.cit.. P.126.



In view of these circumstances, the views of ¢ .1.

Borah in thés regard seem opposite. The Mudhals

received encouragement from tne kKing of Koch rehuar to
conquer Kamrup in order to take revenge upon his enemy.
Nevertheless, the Koch campaign was due more to Trarikh.sit's
refusal to accept imperial vassalage than the recuest

of Lakhminarayan .26

Another factor responsible for the invasion of
Kamrup was that Raja Raghunath of Susang was badly treated
by Parikhsit and members of his family were ingrisonec
by him. Faghunath was a protege of the Mughals and
hence, he too, was anxlious for the invasion of ¥Karrup.
He played a vital role in convincing the Mughal Subacar
to invade Kamrup at the request of Lakhsmindrayan. i ater
the family of Paghunath was released by the Mughdals afte:

their victory against Parikhsit.”

The real aim of the Mughals in adopting a strong
forward policy towards Kamrup has been summed up by
A+Ce ROY -« "This rich and flourishing Kingdom of ¥ amrup
taming with elephants and aromatic plants must he wiped

n2€

off and made a part and parcel of the Empire, ve

26Boraxh, M., Op.cit., p.BO7.
2”Ibid., (taken from Padishannama, 11).

28Roy. A.LCe., Op.cit., p.152 (Reproducea fron Ss.M,
Bhattacharya's Vughal Vorth East Frontier policy).



further says that the Bengal covernment sent « yunitive
expedition under Abdul Wehida to ¥amrup but coule rot
produce any satisfactory results. ¥.L. Barua observes
that Abdul wahiac was defeated easily by rarikhsit and
the former fled to Fathpur.29 According to . M,
Bhattacharya,

'the real origin of the conflicts leading
to the intervention in kamrup is to be
found in a three fold conbination of
causes, operating in varying fortunes.
Dynastic jealousy and enmity had certainlv
its influence, but it was intensified by
the secret and selfish machination of
Lakhsmi against the territorial integrity
of parikhsit's domain. The aggressive
imperialistic tendency was undoubtedlv tre

most dominant factor in the whole :Lssue'.30

In 1612 Islam Khan despatched a strong force
under the command of Mukarram Khan and Sheikh ¥amal tc
invade Xoch Hajo. The force consisted of 6000 horses,
300 elephants, 10,000 to 12,000 infantry and about 50C
warboats.31 A large number of Imperial officers, some

vassal zamindars including raja Raghunath as quide ana

-~
37,

Afgan mansabdars of Bayizid joined the expedition.
December, 1612, the Imperial army advanced by way of rhawal

and Tok till . they reached salkona, on tre left bank of

2%3arua, K.L., J.A.R.S., Vol. ITI, EFp.64=70,
- 'wirza Nathan's narrative',

30Phatt&harya’ SON.' OE.Cit-, p.136.

3IGait., F.A., Op.cit., p.66. Blochmann, J.:.S.B.,
1872, pp.53~62.

3zsarka.r, sir J.N., History of Bengal, r.2f5,
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the prahmaputra, midway between Patladah and H&tisila.33
A fierce naval battle took place in which Parikhsit's

fleet of 300 boats was annihilated.34

Before the battle broke out, realising his helpless
position, Parikhsit made a frantic attempt to strengthen
himself with the help of the Ahoms. He sent envoys to
the Ahom monarch to report that unless the invasion was
resisted at the initial stage, the consequence would he
very disastrous both for Assam and Kamrup. The Ahom
monarch welcomed this gesture and in reply requested

5 Unfortunately,

parikhsit to see him personally.3
Parikhsit had no time to visit the Ahom court as Mughal
invasion was imninent. He also failed to estimate the
strength of the enemy das he was feeling proud of his
recent victory éver them conmanded by abdul wahid. Haa
there been a joint defence as rlanned by Pariknsit, the
results of the Mughal invasion would have been different.
The Ahom-Mughal conflict which followed innediately after
subjugation of Kamrup was the indirect result of tre
short-sighted policy of Pratap .singha. Nearlv three
years had passed after the invasion of abdul "ahid til:

the expedition of Mukarram Khan and during this period

33Roy, A.C., Op.cit., p.152.

34Gait, Eehe, OPoCite., P66, Ssarkar, 2ir T.v.,
Op.cit., p.?85.

§Wade. J.F., An Account of Assam (ed.) Renudlar
Sharma, p.232.



the ¥amrup King could have nobilisea all his rescurces
and convinced the Ahom monarch for a joint defence.

At a subseguent stage the latter rendered some help

to ¥och prince Rali Narayan but could produce no
effective resgults., Nevertheless, by seeking Belp fror

Assarm Farikhsit displayed his wisdom and foresight.

According to Gait, the Ahoms consentec to the
request of Parikhsit for help on condition thut thre
latter sent all available forces to join the ~hor army,
But Parikhsit was unwilling to do so.36 SV JRhatt acharva
on the other hand says that the ahom King gave an
evasive and vague reply which was tentamount to refucal.
The ahon King further reported to have aaviseu his
counterpart to vacate his kingdom ana then join tre
former for an united defence.37 Apparently it was
unbearable for the Koch king tc vacate his kingdon.. 1t
can therefore, be seen that Paratap Singha paid helf-
hearted attention to thls serious problem and persisted

in his impolitic attitude. The idea of creating ¥amruc

as a buffer state had been frustrated.

The Imperial army in the meantime was re-inforced
at salkona and the expedition proceeded northwards very

cautiously along the bank of the Brahmaputra and reachec

36

378hattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., pp.134-135,

Gait. E.Ao . op .Cit., p.66 L)



the vicinity of phubri. There, they garrisonec 50
cavalry and 1000 infantry. The Imperialists under the
command of VMirza Nathan conquered the newly ascquired
territories of rarikhsit, viz., Rahirbond anc Bnit arbond
covering the entire right bank of the Prahmaputrd.3p
Gradually they advanced as far as to Dhubri, supported
by the forces of rRaja Satrajit and Lakhsrinarayan. Tre
seige of Dhubri fort followed which continuec for three
and half months. Finally it fell in april, 1el2 2.0,
Parikhsit wss forced to retire to his capital Gilah

on the Gadadhar river .39

Both sides now wanted peace. TFarikhsit sent
an envoy to the Bengal viceroy to negotiate the terns
of the treaty. The Koch king agreed to pay 2 huge
was indemnity.4o The Imperialists wanted that rarikhsit
should visit Tacca personally and give his corsent to
cede a portion of his territory. This demrand was

re jected by the Kamrup King.41

Hostilities, therefore, were renewed. "hé Mudahals

under the command of Bahadur Ghazli and sona Ghari rarches

- - - o - e

388arkar, Sir J.N., History of Bengal, p.?2f5.

3% pia.,
%0

41

Foy, A.C., Op.cit., p.152.
Gait' Op.Cit-, p0660 Sarkar‘ Fir -T.?‘yo' PlLLC}}" '."'?86'
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to Gilah. The ¥Y¥och forces, under the conmand of
Dimarua Raja, son-in-low of Parikhsit with his 7¢C
war boats and 50 elephants met the enemies on the hank
of the Gadadhar river. The son-in-law of Parikhsit
was not Dimaria by name as stated by Gait, but tle
cr.ief of the state of Din.exrua.42 The ndare of th&€ auniral
of this Kanrup fleet, as nentioned in some Ruraniis,
is Purandar Laskar, Apparently this Dimarua Chief was
no other than Purandar Laskar of the Koch fleet, Ie
performed his duties pretty well and captured 25

war boats inflicting heavy losses on the enemies,
Bahadur Ghazi and sSona Ghazi escaped Kuber ¥han, the
commander of the Imperial fleet fell fighting. ™he
victors then moved down to Thubri with a huge force of
20 elephants, 500 cavalry and 10,000 1nfantry.43 g
division of Afgan and Rajput forces lecd by Tanal Fhan
Mankali and Lachwl Fajput was easily defeated. The

commanders also received wounds..44

Then the army of Farikhsit under the corr and of
Fateh Khan advanced to another fort guarded by the usfgan
archers of Usman, the Pathan I®ro ana now a connander of

the Imperial forces45 Nitaili, a conmander of the }och

- -— —

42sarkar‘ siro J.No' Op.Cito, po?86.

43gait, op.cit., p.66.
44sarkar, sir. J.N., Op.cit., p.287.
4Sphuyan, S.K., Padishah Buranji (ed.), ; .1€9.



arny fled away followed by his soldiers. rearikhsit
rallied the rest of his forces and a terrible tattle
ensued. Fateh Khan was captured and Paramanandas "cloi,

4€ Put

another off icer of the ¥och army died fighting.
the battle dragged on all the day without any decicive

results.

Meanwhile, the fleet of tre Zanindars of Rengal,
alarmed at the disastrous defeat on the previous night
failled to stand any longer and they were about tc he
overpowered. At this critical moment, a canncn hrasll
struck the Dimarua Faja at his breast. Pe succunmbed
to his injuries and this incident completely demoral icec

47 Tarikhsit

the ¥amrup navy and so it hastily withdrew.
then decided to retreat to his former position after
midnight leaving behind all his war elephants =nc¢ the

whole army following him in utter confusion.48

Once again fate favoured the Mughals. Tiey
chased the Kemrup King to Gilah. But no sooner tre
Imperialist reached Gilah than rarikhsit evacuated
that place and proceeded as far as to Barnagar or th-

Manas. The victor occupied Gilah and selzed immense keorte,

46Bhuyan, S-Ko‘ OE)ocito'

47Sarkar, sir J.N., Op.cit., p.287.

481pia.
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Supported by Lakhsminarayan, tl.e tughal < continuec
their relentless pursuit of rarikhsit for six luve.
A fleet under Firza Qasim Khazanchi and Raia ~“atrziit
also moved eastward along the Brahmaputra to intrrcent

Farikhsit's passage on tlre ¥anas,.%?

warn out in body and mind, the ¥amrup ¥ing at
last escaped to Pandu. He was hotly chased ari forced
to surrender in July 1613. FKamnrup, thus lost itr
serparate existence and was annexed to the Mughal ﬂmpir?.so
The annexation of Kanrup by the Mughals producza for

reaching results. Fratap Singha's ides of creating

Kamrup as a buffer state had been completely frustratea.

m

The Mughals now becane the deadly neighbours ~f
Ahoms. Gradually, assam plunged into a long jperion of

armed conflict with the fughals.

tccording to s.N. Bhattacharya,

"the comguest of Kamrup would not have ieen
much delayed even if the Neo-Koch Ahom
al'iance had remained in tact. The mighty
waye of imperialistic aggression which had
swept over Koch Behar was sure to deluge
Kamrup next and would then the flooded ite
imrediate neighbour, issam,"”

It might have heen difficult indeed to check +he -yayv? of

49sarkar, Sir J.N., Op.cit.,
01 pid.,
51

Bhattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., p.150.
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aggressive imperialism of the Mughals because concerted
efforts at resistence were lacking. The Ahor monarch < id

not give any assistance to the Kamrup King in time,

After the conguest of Kamrup, Parikhsit, as
acvised by his officers offered to pav to the Padshah an
annual tribute of two maunds of agar wood, 5S00 thungas,
100 elephants, 200 tungan ghoras (horges) and 40C vak
talls as a price for the return of his kingdom. The »ughal
commander Mukaram Khan rejected this offer. He however,
asked Parikhsit to submit in person for which full
security was assured. Then accompanied by ministers and
nobles, rarikhsit offered his submission to Mukharam
Khan. The latter received him with great honour and
rresented clothes and ornaments. Later the Famrur King

was sent to the Padshah.sz

According to local Buranjks both Lakhsmi and
rariknhsit were sent to the Imperial court. Enperor
Jahangir received them cordially and tried to reconcile
the conflicts between the two kings. Apparently, the
Enperor wanted to restore peace in the north-east fron-ier

of his empirc through a permanent settlement in ttre

>%Bhuyan, S.K., Padshah Buranji, r.190.
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affairs of ¥amrup and ¥och Behar., aAccordingly
Jahangir advised rarikhsit to bow down tc T.a¥i.s inaravar
but he refused. Trarikhslt was therefore, cetuins . “or

sometime.53

Lakhsminarayan wag allowed tc recur~ ©7
¥och BRehar as a vassal ruler as before. FHe was i'sn
presented with horses and swords as a tcken of 1~ .
'But inspite cf his fidelity to the Emperor, the “"iceroy
of Bengal put him into detention till 1617, contrarv to
all cannons of diplomacy and morality. During tnis

period his son virnarayan ruled the country as & vassal 74

After sometine Parikhsit was allowea to c-turn
in consideration of a promise of seven lakhs of rupeer
and the admission of his four song and daughters “rto
the Imperial Court as hostages for the release of tre v
father.55 Pagikhsit also promised not to create ny
trouble among his ¥insmen and brought a portrait of
Jahangir as a mark of respect. It is however, doubtful
whether he ever could pay the sum of Rupees sever 1akhs
ag promised In view of the fact that his countrv had
been devastated by protracted wars. On the othter hand,

if he was sincere in his promise to pay the amount, he

53Borah. M.I., Baharistan=i-Ghaybl, p.E3¢.
Bhuyan, S.K., Padshah Buranjl, p.l9i.

54Borah, ¥.I., Op.cit., 137. Bhattacharya, 3.rh.,

0 .Cit-, p.1470
E5

Sharma, Benudhar, 'Dakhinkol’'s Souvenir L tre
Assam Sahitya sabha, 1882 Saka - ‘Palasbarir Jitive lasare.




would not have committed suicide at Tribeni (-llakabac)
on his way kack home. The fact remains that karnrup was
already annexed by the Mughals and that neither T arikhsit
nor his sons could fulfil the promiges. It seens nrobable
that the failure to pay the stipulated amount by Farikhsit

led Bo the viceroy's refusal to restore him to power.56

In regard to the death of Farikhsit at 7ribeni,
certain views were expressed in the Padshah Ruranji?7
rarikhsit was guided by the belief that 'one who dies in
Tribeni (the confluence of the three rivers, viz., Ganga,
Jamuna and saraswatl) commits nc sins and rather re
attains whatever desire a man cherishes before deatr'.
Thus he renounced his body in the holy water of Trik:=ni.
Another factor responsible for his suicide nicht te trat,
Islam Khan, the viceroy received many conplaints from
some off icers of Kamrup against Parikhsit for *1i¢ all=ged
atrocitijes upon them while he -ras the ¥ing of ¥arrup.
Apparently these off icers did not welcome the release of
rarikhsit. These complaints were brought to tre rotice
of the ¥och King : this might have wounded his vanity.
He died broken hearted in infamy and obscurity some time
after the spring of 1618.58 "He was utterly unfit to
guide the ship of the state through the stormy waters

O
ahead. He lacked the prugence of his father.“b’

®6Bhattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., p.147.
57ehuyan, S.¥X., Padshah Buranji, p.192.
58phattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., p.147.
591pid.




“'hile I arikhsit was tsken prisoner to ¢ .. i,
his brotrer Ralinarayan, defeated by th= Pughal o [led
to Assan seeking help from thie sher nonarch. * oy
was thus annexed to the Mughal Empire. The nati- o
aff'airs of this territory were first conductec 1 de-
the supervision of the fouzdar of Rangamati. “=via ibuy
Bakr, brother of PMukarram Khan was left in conrani of the
Mughal garrison which was first stationed at ¥rhelah.

On the death of Abu Bakr at the first ahom-Mughal armed
conflict (lelée A.D.), MukarramKhan was apyointed fouzdar.
He transferred the headguarters from Rancamati to

Hajo.Go

some ¥och officers of ¥Kamrup acconpanied *‘nei:
king to Nelhi. They were ¥Vabindra Patra‘'s son, rabi
Sekhar, Sriram Laskar and others., After the ainrn-xation
of Ramrup these orfficers receivea some assignments with
the titles of Choudhury, ¥atakl, patwary, Laskar ﬁtc..el
¥ abisekhar was appointed Kanangoe at Hajo., Likewise
several Mohammedan off icers were given estates in ¥Farruy.
Many Muslim soldiers also were settled in Kamrup and

62

provided with land. A Mughal fleet was stationed at

pandu to maintain the line of communication with nengal

6°Gait, OCp.cit., p.67. Blochmann, J.A.R.S., 1872,7 art-1.,
6lphuyan, S.K., Pddshah Buranji (ed.), .193.
626ait, op.cit., pp.67-6€.
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as well as to put down internal rebellion in Iarcuin,

Thus the period from 1609 t® 1613 A.,D. witnessed
the first phase of Mughal imperialism in the nortl -¢ .. 't
frontier beyond Bengal leading to the annexation of two
Koch Kingdoms. It was the mutual rivalry between thLe

two which helped the invaders to acquire territory.

—— - — -

63Gait, Op.cit., p.155.



CHAFTER~ITITI




THE AHOM-]MUCHAL RIVALRY

The Mughal conquest of Kamrup in 1613 ~.9,
marks the beginning of a new chapter in the history of
north-east frontier of Mughal India. The boundarv of
the empire was thus pushed up eastward tc Tandu ind the
river Barnadi and Koch Kamrup now became a parr o
Bengal futa. with a view to maintaining tre cecurity
of the frontier region, Satrajit, a vancuished ' :i: of
Bengal and now in the services of the enmpire -:a- orioin-
ted the thanadar cf rPandu as a reward for his s2ivices

in the recent Mughal Koch '~*ar.1

Ever since the advent of the Mughals in ¥vamrugp,
tension had been simmering in the western frontier of
Assam and it seemed almost certain that Assam would
f ace the brunt of Mughals' nilitary power soor. ‘he
close proximity of the two powerful neighbours was
bound to create serious problems. "ithin & storc tire
& sort of hostile relationship grew up between the two
powers. But this hostility was not the result o~
Mughal's friendship with Koch rehar or the enmity of
the Ahoms with this Koch Kingdom as stated by S.V.,

Bhattacharyaz. However, the intimate relations formed

1

2Bhat.'c.acl'xarya, S.J'., Nughals' North-East rFrontier
POIicz ¢ p.149 -
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with their political rivals tended to create inirical
feeling between the Ahoms and the Mughals, Their
subsequent actions proved beyond doubt that both of
them fought for the establishment of their predominance

in the north-east frontier of India.

The first task beforezs the Mughals was tc cone-
solidate thelr authority in ¥Kamrup. Xt was really «
formidable task in the face of armed revolts of thre
Koch Chiefs who refused to submit. For more thar two
years after the expulsion of farikhsit, the Vughals were
fully occupied with consolidating their authority over
the region west of the river Vanas. Althougdh they were
de-jure rulers of this entire tract, effective control
of the Mdughals during the early years did not extend
much beyond Jahangirbad and Rangamati because of their
~incessant hostility with the rebels of Khontaghat
reqion.3 The scene of activity gradually, shiftad to

the territories east of the Manas.

Prince Palinarayan, brother of ~arikhsit -
narayan and many Koch chiefs who had fought earllier
against the Mughals soon rose into revolt. They were
scared not crushed. The prominent anong then were,

sanatan of Damdama (Hajo), Samudra (Samuroid) ¥ayectr

3Bhattacharya, S.N., Qg.cit., P.175.
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of Rangjuli, Rabha Chief Parsuram of Solmari, Mamu
Gobind of Beltola. After the conquest of Karrup they
fled to different parts of the Kingdom and tried tc
establigh there with their followers. However to 1ack

of united efforts among them they fought in vain.

The first Koch leader to resist Mughal inperialism
in Kamrup was Sanatan of pDamdama. When Abu Rakr advanced
upto the Brahmaputra eastward Sanatan oprosed h:er-...4 Byt
the Mughals easily defeated him. He could however, defend
his fort for a long time, Most of the Xoch Chicfs were
highly aggrieved at the confinement of their ¥ing at Delhi
Court. Some of them later gave up their resistance after
the release of the Koch King. However, the news of his
death was too much to bear for them. Sanatan dic rot give
up struggle even after the death of his master as statea
by K.L. Barua.5 Subsequent to the death of Parikhsit
Sanatan inflicted several defeats on the NMughal forces near

Hajo 06

There had been more sporadic Koch insurrcctions

in the neighbourhood of Hajo. Abdul Bagi, the Nuul <] fouzdar of
Barnagar along with Mirza sahin tried hard to put owr. ‘hLege
rebell ions. The Mughals captured a ¥och fort ct Vcwarhada

hill on the bank of the Bx:al'una}:n.xtr:a.'7 At one stace tre Yoches

4parua, X.L., J.A.R.S., wol. ITI, & Roch HWero of the
17¢h century,

Stbid. _
6Gcait, Op.cit., p.68,
T1bid.




were chased as far ag to Tootia bv the Muchal - v»ia-
the command of Dhar Munkut, a Findu officer.9 R
narayan also revolted in the easternmost rar+ o€

Kanrup.

Shortly after the annexation of Vamrur, Tslan
Khan, the Sutadar of rengal passed away (AuQust, 1613),
with his deatnh the Mughals lost a dynaric persona’itv.
He dominateu the scene waging wars unrelentiv aGairst
the locdal zamincars reducing then to submission., e
may rightly be regarded as one of the nakers of rivghal

enpire and the greatest viceroy of the rengal Suba.g

after his defeat at the hLanus of the dudnairs,
Falinarayan in his utter aistregs fled to assam for
shelter. The Mughal occupation of Fanrup was & nigrt-
mare to hin. In vain héeé put resistance so lory againet
the iInvaders. He now realised that withoutr rie helr
of the Ahoms it would be difficult to fiakt i..c¥ tre
Muchals, with a view to securing help, he exctarge” Wi«
ideas with the Ahon King through a srecial ressercer,

1
o The messenger handed over o rorermral

Shalluna Wakeel.
Better fron Balinarayan adcoressed to SwargadeoSugengpt -
alias Fratap Singha narrating the circumstances thet

led to his flight fron his honeland.

- — [p—— -

8Barua, K.L., Op.cit., p.96.

9Sarkdr, sir J.N., History of Bengal, p.2t€.

10wade, J.r., An Account of .cecan (€G.) ~ -nuchar
sharma, p.237. T o




Being a relation to the ¥Yoch ¥Ving, t:& S ar ja¥E o
wag apparently aggrieved to see the plight ¢f t: - ! ocies.
The defeat of Parikhsit and higs confinement alsc <l icked
him much. He was eqgually alarned at the rapiu ..vance
of the Mughals towards the east. Fe thus nade <« Ounon
cause with the Koch prince ana accordingly sent " arirati,
a Ahom Kataki asking Balinarayan to see him personally

at Gargaon .11

soon after he was cordially received at
the Ahom court, They discussed the strategy to exrel
the Bangals from Xamrup {(Feb, 1615).1? The ¥och prince
was later installed as the tributary raja of Tarrang

after the Ahom victory over the Mughals (lele).

One of the reasons as to why Pratap “inghe
decired to support Falinarayan might be that he wantec
to check the further advance of the tughdls by erzctinc
Darrang as a buffer state between the two powerfuil
kingdoms. He had already connitted a blunder t+y not
helping the Koch King of Kanrup (Parikhsit) wher. tre
latter sought his help. Pratap singha realisea trat
Ealinarayan and the hill Chiefs of the western region
would serve as an effective check against the »ohannedans.
So he sought their cooperation against their comrmon

enemy. But unfortunately neither his plan succeeded

1lsage, 7.p., Op.cit.
12Phuyan, S.K., Kamrupar Buranji {ed.), p.19.




nor T alinarayan could consolidate his authorit

—r

view of prolonged war,

Besides this, there had been a number of cauvgeg
that led to the Ahom-Mughal wars. The bitter rivalry
and jealousy of the Imperial officers made stable
government in Kamrup very difficult. T7The revolt of
sheikh Ibrahim, the Krori (revenue officer) :r lenrug
weakened the edifice of the dughals. In fact tre >ughals
remained in Kamrup like an army of occupat;on.13 M any
of them were not loyal to their naesters. The €fficiencv
of the Mughal administration deteriorated nuci. .iter
the death of Islanm Khan, the viceroy as it sll Juegen-
ded upon his personality to set it right. Two bugl.al
of ficers, santosh Lagkar and Jairam Laskar flcu to t.e
Ahom Kingdom only to escape punishment at tr< Laenus cf
the viceroy. They failed to supply elephants to the
government.l4 They wanted to take vengeance vyon thelir
masters. One of the major tasks of the FPengal (OVErT-
ment irnediately after the occupation of Farrup wase
to catch elephants for the imperial force. .bout
10,000 to 12,000 paiks were sent to Kanrup whiere they wore
given jaigirs by the governmént for keeping ur Khedga

operations (enclosures for catching wila elephants).

13
14

FOy., A+Ce., History of pengal, y.15¢.
Blochmann, J.A.S.R., 1672, rart I,




As most of the paiks failed to supply the recuire-
number of elephants, they faced punishment at tie
hands of the fubadar. Subsequently they sought re-
tribution by passing over to the side of the ascam
King.l5 The Ahom ¥King liberally gave then sghelter
and, gradually, he was encouraged by these hostile
elements to support their causes. The hill-chieftains
of Dakhinkol, in course of their frequent conflicts,
with the Mughals, also prayed for help from the Assam
King. Apparently the Assan King became an enemy of

the Mughals.

The most important factor responsible for the

first Mughal invasion was the political ambition of

the Vviceroy Qasini Khan to carry out his brothers
forward policy in the north-east. a step further by the
conquest of Assam.l6 'An unholy desire for political
supremacy and territorial expansion appear to have
been the guiding motive of the Muqhals.'17 Thougl. the
political issve was predominant, it was conplicated

by boundary and trade disputes. The Mughal traders
penetrated into the Assam territory although there had

been protests from Assam from the beginning of their

15phattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., p.246.

168arkar, sir J.N., History of Bengal, Muslir Perioa,
P.295. - - TTTTTT
17

Roy, A.C., Og.cit., p.159.
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stay in Kamrup, their activities were very much rro-
vocative. Further, the rich natural resources of

Assam, viz., ivory tusk, aloe wood, silk etc., enccuraged
the illegal trade which embittered feelings ~n tott

sides ana precipited the crisis.

The situation was further aggravated by +tne
presence of a dismissed Ahomr officer, ikhek Cohalrn in
the Mughal camp. This officer along with rhis brotrer,
¥era Gohain escaped to Mughal camp anc encour acec themr
to invade Assam. He harpened to be one of tre 's.aders

of the first Mughal expedition to Assam.

1+ is however, doubtful if Emperoror Yal «ncir
could adopt a strong aggressive policy in the northe
east in view of tlwe fact that the first part of 1.is
reign was marked by inciscipline and ~iscencion in the
Imperial camp in Rengal. 1In the later rart of ‘s
reign, the efficiency of the adminlstration t au ~ore
down due to the influence of his queen, Nurjahan,
Stanely Lanepoole tells us that Emperor Jahangir ‘..
been addicted to intoxicating ligquor very heavil: frcn
the age of 18. "The Emperor used to drink as rnuch a-
20‘cups a day, at first of wine, then of double-

aistilled liquor of such potency that it made <i: "hon as



fo.

Roc, the British amkassador, sneeze, to tte «e'ligrt ot
the whole court."18 This being the state of tr¢ :ealrn,
the empire was practically ruled by the gueer: witn

the aid of her brother, Asaf Khan. ILuring this n=riod
the Mughals lost thelr old military spirit and control

of thé central Government over the provinces were rox

what it should have been. Everything becare rott=n.

it, therefore, turned ocut that the nilitary
operations in Assam constituted a part of the forvar
policy of the Bengal Government. The officers servec
under the general supervision of the viceroy but tr.ey
were really responsible to thLe Emperor.19 rence ruiny
Imperial officers engaged in the expedition wers four-
to be not sincere and loyal to the Vviceroy. The: also
found it extremely hazardous to pass througl: the

jungles of Assam. This resulted in the emergence of

intrigues and dissensions in the »ughal camp in Vamrur.

A number of Mohammedan traders were once founa
collecting agar wood for the imperial store in an un.
authorised manner. Early in 1615 A.D., one Ratancha,

a Mughal trader, suspected to be a spy was cartured

18Lanepoole, stanely, The Heritage of skbar,

PP.l12-13.

lgouerreghi, J.He, The Administration of tre Mugth.al
Empim' p0231. L ———— —————




by the ahom officers, Habung chetia and chancalier:
while purchasing agar wood at Singari hLill. Twe Jf

the associates of Ratancha were killed at the canv

time and their boats were seized. Ratancha fled away.
Swargudeo Pratap Singha becane indignant witt tre Mughal
traders and ordered his officers to capture tle :rader~
i1f found within his territory.20 To ceal effectively
with the foreigners, the Ahom monarch took steps tc
strengthen the esgpionage system, The gradual infiletra-
tion of the 'Bangals' in the guise of commercial inter-
course and their rapacious activities were viewec with
alarm by the Assamege. All these brought to the surface

nutual recrimination resulting in serious armed ckashes.

The incident of the killing of the rughal
traders in the early part of 1615 A.D. was only a jre-
text to launch an attack on Assam. The Vicerov had
so long been preparing for invasion of Assan. 3¢ ne
innediately despatched a powerful army to oraanise

21 The " ughal

retaliatory measures against the Ahons.
force included most of the vanquished chiefs of ~astern
Bengal with their war materials and some FPajput leaders,
The expedition started at the end of the rainy season

in 1615 A.D. under the command of sayid Hakin an:

2°E>huyan, S.K., Famrupar Puranji (ec.', ;. .25,
2lphuyan, s.K., Atan Buragohain and his times, 1 .f.
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cayic Abu Rakr, a Zamindar of Kishar with ten tro -~ang
horgses and infantry and four hundred large war rc:=ts.
Satrajit, the thanadar of randu later joined «re
Mughal force and remained in charge of the expedition.
The Ahom army first moved to Kohatta, the frontier
village of Kamrup on the mouth of the river Barnadi
and halted there for reinforcement.22 The enemy reached
Kaliabar (sala) by way of the ¥along and then a column
of the force crossed the Brahmaputra tc the nouth of
river Bharali on the north bank.23 The invaders won
the first battle at Kaliabar as the aAhons were not gre-
pared to meet them there. This victory was follewed by
another victory on the bank of the river PBlLarali noar
sandhara. The Mughals gseized the matzarials «f «tre
royal stores at ¥aliabar anc also took away two <ancinn
girls from the temple of Dergaon (Mov. 1615).24 TOre
Ahom offlcers were either killed or captured. 1 :ta
Singha who was camping at Aglabandha, falle? tro efen:;
and retreated.25 The Mughals followed ur thelr - ictorv
by a series of plundering raids into the interior.

It is unfortunate that two Ahom nobles, ~kheXx Gohair

and Kera Gohain who were fugitives in the Vughal cungp

22y azumdar, R.C., The Mughal Empire, "ol . 1, p.l1-4,
(Bharatiya vidya Bhavan).

23Gait, op.cit., p.l110.

24Barua, Harakanta, Asom Buranji, p.3€.: arua, G.x.,
asom Furanji, p.79.; Bhuyan, S.K., Kanrupar “uranji (ea.)

p.20.
25Bhuyan, S.K., Op.cit., p.2l.
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informed the Mughal Commander that the Ahons ha. two
Chowkis in the frontier, one at ¥hagarifan n th-
bank of the ¥Kalang and the other at Sam:hara o0
the bank of the Bharali. Evidently the invaiers
could easily defeat the Ahons with tlie help >f trese

two Agsamege off icers.

Pratap Singha was overwhelmed with grief at
his recent defeat and asked his nobles to (repare for
a counter attack on the Mughals who were taking rest
near Samdhara. THey constructed a fort at "ikhowmukl,
and gradually advanced towards Samdhara, NMew ®ricdges
were constructed over the river Bharali. cClengdrar.
Neog was appointed the commander of the expe ‘itior,
Lacham sandikoi, Pikchai cretia and others a'vanced
by boats. The Ahom force consisted of 3,006,000 infantry
and 700 war elephants.36 Akhek Gohain 4in tfr: rean-
tine deserted the Mughals receiving a promise oi yardon
from the Ahom King. Gohain's return to tl.e shor canp
gave an opportunity to the Ahoms to get valu.ble
information about the war strategy of the Mughals., At
this stage, the Buragﬁhain, the Bargohain and other
high officials asked the Deodhails to examine tlie legs

of fowls.2! The Deodhais after examining it askea

- - -

26
27

sarkar, Sir J.N., Op.cit., p.?97.

Bhuyan, S.K., Deodhai Asom Buranji, p.ecC.
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them to strike in the niqht.28 Thus asadvised,tie
Ahoms surprised the Vughals in a night attack (January
lele). The Mughals who were unprepcered to race: the
enemy in the night were easily overpowered. ™heir
camp at Samdhara was stormed, arsenals destroyec anc
elephants seized. A large number of officers include
ing sgyid Hakim, Jamal Khan Mankali, Bhagaban Boxi,
Gokul chand, Lachmi Rajput, sbu Bakr and his son were
slain. The deadbody of Giyasuddin was brougnt tc¢ Faioc
as he was considered to be a picus man ana buriec

there 029

The imperial fleet, mainly consisting of tre
war boats of the zamindars, at first resisted. Rut
the news of the fall of abu Bakr, the commander and
the seizure of their fort so much unrerved them that
they gave up further resistance and fell an easv ‘rey
to the enemy. Almost the whole fleet was seizei some
naval officers viz., Miran sayid Masud, in-charge of
the Zamincdary war boats, Sona Ghazi and Raja satratit
escaped while Ilahdad ¥han Takhini, Paja rai, Narsing

Rai, Karamchand, son of Satrajit and many others

28Bhuyan, SJK., Op.cit., p.60.; Parua, ™olq
Chandra, Ahom Buranji, p.99.

29Gait, J.AeS.Be = Vol. LXIII, Iart I, Lt73 -
*The Koch Kings of Kanrupa',.; Sarkar, sir .7.N,, iHistory
of Bengal, (Muslim pPeriod), p.297.; Bhuyan, o.¥.
Kamrupar Buranji (ed.), p.22.




were captured.3o According to Baharistan-i-CTlay-.,

5000 VMohammedans were killed, 9,000 were cagture . ard
3,000 fled from the fkeld. Satrajit's son .- i =
rificed at the altar of the Goddess Kamakhya, (: iL;C
Ahom side, srifal Bora, Namal Fora, Hati mRarva, ! ichav

sanaikai and chiringdung were killed,

Having heard the news of the victpry, Pratap
Singh immediately ordered not to kill the captive
officers as he was anxious to see ther in person. we
dashed to Samdhara but no sooner dic¢ he reach the rlace
than most of the captured officers were slain, »~t this,
the swargadeo exrressed his great anguish an- crcdered
that Choulal ¥onwar, his eldr brother and otrer officers
responsible for the killing of the Mughal curtive
officers be put to death. He then returnec to the

capital in triumph and performed the Fikkhvar cGremony.31

soon after the Ahoms established their camp
under the charge of Habung Pikchai at ¥Fajalimukh (Janvy.
1616 A.D.). The promise of pardon granted to Akhek
Gohain was later revoked by the ¥ing as he -wvas treated

as traitor to the motherland. Akhek and his daughter

3OSarkar. sir J.N., Op.cit., 297.

3lGait, A History of Assam, p.lll.; FParua . .,
Op.cit., p.99.




£6

VMohanpuria were subsequently put to death.32

Thus the first expedition of Qasim Khan on Assan
ended in a disaster. The loss in men and materials was
heavy but heavier still was the moral breakdown, the
loss in military prestige and political power. Or. the
other hand, the victory enhanced the self.confidence of
pPratap Singha. He succeeded in stemming the tide of

Mughal victory temporarily.

The Ahom King felt the imperative need of
strengthening the administration now. This was necessiated
due to growing problems arising out of the conflict with
the Mughals. Dissensions ana intrigues among the off icers
had already gripped the country. Although the governnent
was centralised, the nobility acted in a manner which
brought about suspicions and jealousies against =ach cther.
The position being such, no officer could be rel led on.
The necessity to remodel the war strategy «nd diplomnacy
was also seriously considered by the King. He introduced
a class of new petty officers, called the 'Sajati' tc
ensure receiving correct information about the affairs

of the state including the conduct of the off icers. These

.

328arua, G.C., Op.cit., p.99.; Bhuyan, S.F., Deochai
Asom Buranji, p.62.; Gajt, op.cit., p.109.
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officers (Ssajati) remained under the direct control

of the King and had served as secret inforners,
advisers and messengers to their master With « view
to streamlining the diplomatic corps he rerlaced the
Ahom Katakds with Brahmin Katakis as the latter were
gifted with speaking faculties and intelligence.
Pratap Singha once explained to the katakis the impor-
tance of their duties thus : "I an highly rleased witl
the manner in which you have conducted yourselves arc
agserted your views in a foreign country. Fkatakis
should be shieldmen. Your words alone constitute vour

rice.“33

The merit of the improved espionage systen
could be seen when Akhek Gohain was won over by the
3Ahom sples and deserted the enemy camp througr & pronise
of pardon. It was considered to be dangerous trat an
Ahom officer should be helping the enemy in the ware.
At the second stage of the first Ahon-Mughal war &t
Samdhara, Akhek gave important information to the ihors
which partly contributed to their victory. Satrajit,

the Mughal thanadar of Fandu was also influenced bv

JO e —— —— R Ry —

33Devi, L., Ahom.Tribal *elations, pp.”61,2€¢2.




the Ahom officials at a later stage. DBut contrary
to expectation, Satrajit did more harm than good to
the Aroms by frustrating all attempts for restor ation

of friendly relations between the two powers,

Prince Balinarayan who hac earlier deciceu tc
fight along Qith the Ahomrs against the tughdals remained
aloof in the recent war. It nay be duc to the fat
that he did not get much time to organise his force.
However, after Ahon victory he was installea ag a
tributory king under a new nane Dharna Nargyan, in tr.e
newly created state of Darrang. This new state comprised
the western poption of Assam on both sides of the Brahma-
putra and his capital was established at a place on the

34

south bank of the rrahmaputra, probably near present

Guwahati. The Ahom king conferred the title '~harmra

Narayan' in allusion to the propriety of his conduct

35

and conversation on the occasion. He was alsc enmrowered

to collect revenue from the 1lf hill Rajas on a tributory

36

basis. Unfortunately, he could not consolicate nis

power in view of protracted wars with the Mugiials. The

34Gait, A History of Assam, P.lll.

354ade, J.P., (ed.}) Renudhar sSharma, s~n .iCcount
of Ason, p.23t.

368harma, Benudhar, 'Lakhinkol?, souvenir ot <ie
~ssam Sanitya Sabha, saka, 1€£2, 'Falasbarir ' ative
Kasare',
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history of Mughal Kamrup subsequent to the year 1€ 1€
which lasted till 1635 is one long tale of persistant
attempts made by Dharma Narayan to subvert the Inperial
authority, sometimes by open attack and sometimes by
secret help offered to the hill Rajas of Dakhinkol.
Throughout his life he struggle hard to yoke off tLis
ancestral domain from foreign domination. ‘'iXke the
great Rajput hero Rana Pratap Singh of chitor, he refused
to bow down to the Mughals and held his head high as

long as he lived.':y7

The most important single factor responsible
for the outbreak of the Ahom-Mughal armed conflict was
the imperialistic venture of The Bengal viceroy, ! sein
Khan. Due to his impolitic designs, however, the Zirst
expedition ended in a disaster. The failure of tle
expedition led to the dismissal of Qasim ¥han fror
off ice. He was succeeded by Ibrahim ¥han Fatl Jang.
The victory of the Ahoms against the Mughdals gave tlLe
former an opportunity to remodel their traditional war
strategy. They now launched a counter attack on the

Mughals in Kamrup.

- -

37phattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., p.l€1.



CHAPTERS-IV



WAR IN KAMRUP

The defeat of the mighty Mughals at the battle
of sandhara (Jany. 1616 A.D.) was an event of far
reaching importance. Both panic and despair seized
the Mughal forces. The loss of most of their conranders
completely demoralised them. They were further threat-
ened with fresh attack by the Assanese and the very
foundation of empire was shaken. The Mughals now
reglised that the invasion was untimely and impolitic.
The Imperial authority at Delhi was shocked to ceatl.
over this disaster and held the FPengal Viceroy res;on-
sible for this. Within a short time a new viceroy was
appointed to replace Qasim Khan. The Mughals alsc were
conmpelled to give up their policy of aggressive inper:a-
lism and soberly settled down to a policy of peace,
conciliation and consolidation in their new sphere of

activity.1

Veanwhile the Assamege forces chased the remnant
of the Mughal troops as far as Fandu. They also storwed

the Imperial fortified camp at Aglathutl. Abus~©calan,

-—— -

1Bhattacharya, S.N., Mughal North-East Frontler
pPolicy, p.15€. Tt T
2Gait, E.A., A History of Assam, p.l1l2,
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the Mughal commander could not resist the enemy a«
Pandu for long. He retreated along with his fleet

to Hajo. sSsatrajit, the thanadar of randu outpost .lso
retreated to Hajo, their official headquarters.,
Gradually the Ahoms concentrated their troops heavily
near Fandu. ThHey also constructed one fort each at
Pandu and Agiathuti on both sides of the prahmarutra,
Most of their high officials incldding the Buragol.4ain
and Bargohain were asked to stay there to strengtler
thelir position.3 constructions of two more forts,
one at Samdhara and the other at ¥Xaliabar had, ir the
meantime, been conpleted. The Ahoms now were fullv
prepared to launch a counter attack. Thus the scerne of

the conflict had been shifted to the Mughal territory.

Abus-Salam, in his utter distress, inreciatelvy,
sent urgent message to the viceroy of Bengal narrating
the state of affairs in Kamrup. He also requestec for
heavy reinforcement in order to combat the fresh attack
of the Assamegse. Subadar Qasim Khan, on receipt of tre
report ordered VMirza Nathan, who was then staying at
Barnagar to proceed to Hajo with his troops. Accordingly
he left with a thousand horse, a thousanc matchlocknern

and two hundred war-boats.4 Soon after his arrival,

3Barua, G.C., Ahon Buranji, p.1l01.

4Bhattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., p.1f1l.




he started giving relief work to the panic stricken
and wounded soldiers. His main task was, however,

to boost up the morale of the soldiers. Simultaneousl:y
he was to prepare for clearing the Pandu fort fror tre

enemy attacks.

Highly elated by the recent victories ana aisc
encouraged by Dharmanarayar, Fratap Singha preparea for
a bigger attack. The 12 hill Rajas and the Dimaria
Faja submitted to the Ahom King and promised all lrelyp
s0 as to drive the Mohanmedans out of the vacinitv »f
Kamrup. The dimarua Raja was formerly a tributorv to
the Koch King of Kamrup. He toock the first opportunity
to support the cause of the Assanr King. Apparently
he was happy to hear the news of the Assamese victory
followed by advance of their troops upto Fandu. The
Dimaria Raja and the hill Rajas had no direct contact
with the Mughals till then and they were seriousl:
alarmed at the latter's advance eastward. The recent
Ahon victory gave these frontier Rajas an encouragenent
to fight unitedly against the invaders. People {ron
all walks of life also submitted to Fratap Singha ana

expressed their determination to expel tre invaders.5

— -—

SBhuyan, S.¥., Kamrupar Buraniji, p.24.
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Virza Nathan, the new Mughal Corr ander socon
proceeded to Fandu to meet the challenges of the
enemieg. He faced the combined attacks of the arons,
the Dimarla Raja, Dharmanarayan and the hill rajas.

A geries of clashes occured near Pandu. Yitl utrost
valour the Mirza could defend the randu fort. .t one
stage he advanced southward and captured the fort of
Panipat.6 At this stage serious internal troubles«¢ broke
out in Kamrup. Sheikh Ibrahim Krori, the principal
revenue officer, taking advantage of tre weakness of

the Bengal government and the disorderly sta+e of affairs
in Xamrup, misappropriated a sum of R.7 (seven) 1 ikhs
from the Imperial exchequer and with about 300C fallowers
rebelled in the vain hope of becoming independent.

He went a step further by inducing the local Focl:
leaders to stir up against the Vughals. The ¥och hero
sanatan accordingly proceeded to the thana of Mandana
with his force to assist the rebel officer.'7 Ardul Faad,
the Chief Officer of Hajo had in the meantime, left

for Bengal. The inclident necessiated the presence of
Mirza Nathan at Hajo. As there was no strong off icer

to deal effectively with these internal revolts, the

6Borah,N.I., ‘Baharistan-i-Chaybi' of Y irza *athan,
p.423.

7Bhattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., p.?47.



Mirza was required to return imneddately leaving ¢. ¢
fort of Tandu at the mercy of the Assamese. ™hu-= .
assumed vintual control of the military affairs .

Kamrup.

ruring the short period of about one year ‘1€1¢.
1617) after the Mughal disaster at Samdhara till the
arrival of the new Subadar, Ikrahim Khan Fath Tand ot
Jahangirnagar (Dacca), significant changes took -1 ace
in the administration of Kanrup. Besides exterria.
danger, the Mughals were confronted with serious inte-«
disorder. Most of the favourite officers of Viceroy
Qasim Khan were withdrawn. abdul Bagi, a favourite
officer of Casir Khan left Hajo after the arrival of
VMirza Nathan. He was later on made a captive in tpe
hands of the men of the new viceroy, Ibrahir }fhan.c kB¢
the absence of a bold policy on the part of the vicercy,
the Mughal administration in ¥amrup was confront=: witt
external and internal dangers. The rebellions of
sheikh Irrahin Krori and Sanatan, the repeated at-acks
of Dharmanarayan and his allies, the treachery of
catrajit, all were the direct results of the chenge of
the viceroy of Bengal and the apathetic policy <f the

Imperial court.

®Boran, ¥ .I., Op.cit., p.442.
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Gait, on the authority of Padishahnama says
that the failure of the Mughal expedition against assan
led to the disposition of (. asim Khan from office.;
This view has been accepted by S.N. Bhattacharya.lp
M.I. Borahon the basis of the writings of 'Roger and
Beveridge' says that the orders for (asir Khan's i1g-
missal and the appointment of Ibrahim Xhan were issueo
by the Emperor Jahangir on the £t April, 1617 ;.n.ll
The fact that the outgoing vicerdy opwdsged ti< ‘nocoring
viceroy with arms on his way to Jahangirnagar at
Jatrapur shows that the former was not willing +tc
relinquish charge of off ice. Casim Khan wa:, ! .wever,

defeated by Ibranim Khan rath Jang.l?

Evidently, Ibrahim Xhan Fath Jang, Yrotier ot
Cueen Nur Jahan was appointed Viceroy after a4 14y se of
one year of the disaster. The arrival of the viceroy
designete was again delayed by akout six nmonths as he
arrived at Dacca at the end of the year 1617. ait
admits that Ibrahim Knan assunea his off ice after the
battle of Ranihat which took place sonetine at ti.€ erg

of the year 1617 between the hill Pajas and tre 'ugl.ol..t>

—— -

9Gait, Op.cit., p.11l.
1thattacharya, S.N., Op.cit., p.1B€.
llBora' YQI., Op.cit.' p.844 (nOtGS-’lB\ .

121pid., p.442.

13Gait, OE.cit., pP.69.



Judging fror this view,it may be concluded trat 2 trcooor
Qasim Khan was held resgponsible for the ill-fatei

Assam campaign, the Imperial authority at nelni f.ailed

to take prompt action to replace him. Thie inaicates

its lack of interest in the north-east frontier. “eccncly,
the delay in the execution of the orders of appointrent
testifies to it. Nevertheless, the new Viceroy showec

his keen interest in the north-east frontier. Fe irne-
clately sent a strong force under the conmandd <heikh

Kamal to restore order in Kan:rup.“

while the Mirgza was busy with putting cowm tre
revolt of the Krori, the military affairs at Tandu acair
took a serious turn. ¥Mirza vusuf Barlas who had been
defending the fort of Pandu sent urgent nessage tc
Nathan through Balabhadra nas describing the ittack of
FPaja Tharmanarayan and the hill rRajas. It was also
made clear by Virza vusuf that unless substantia® re-
inforcement, cane, it would not be possible to defend
the fort.15 Large numbers of soldiers had, in the
meantime, been killed on both sides. On receirt «f ti=
message, Mirza Nathan immedliately d&espatched Tslar ruli
with a fleet to the aid of Virza Yusuf with ti.e issurance

that further reinforcements would follow in quick

————— -

M4porap,r.I., Op.cit., p.447.

151pid., p.452.



succession. Masud Qasim Khan, the personal messénger cf
Nathan accompanied Islanmn Quli to Pandu to get a first

hand knowledge of the affairs there. after studying rte
situation he returned to Hajo anc described how the
Mughals were attacked by the enemies through canrons,
Yallistas and rockets. The Mirza was alsc informed that
two successive assaults were repulsed by the Tmporialists.
Consgsidering the position hopeless, the Mirza sont specia’
ne ssenger to the viceroy asking for strong reirfrrcenent.
On being informed, the viceroy sent urgent criders to
Qulij Khan, the jagirdar designate of Voch territory ¢
march quickly to assist the Imperial officer at sfaio.l6
Reinforcement was also rushed-in to randu under Tslar
Quli assisted by Suna Ghazi, Adil Khan and otic¢r adrirals
of Musa Khan, Heavy fighting followed. 3oth sifes
engaged their full forces. Dharmanarayan ultirately

fled with his brother. The Mughals rerulsed the enemy
attack and achieved victéry. This gave ther temporary
relief and now a section of their forces was withdrawn

to Hajo lnorder to engage them towarus suryression of
the revolt of Sheikh Ibrahim Krori. Hostilities with

the Assamese stopped for few months. ! irza Mathan con-

sidered this victory as a prelude to another victory

— - —— -

16Eora, VJI., Op.cit., pp.456-457.
17

1bid. p459.



over the rebel officer Krori. All attempts to capture
the rebel officer through conciliatory means, in the

meantime failed.

At this stage rumour gspread that the ¥inc of
Assam had sent a force to the rescue of the Shelkh.
Apparently the Imperial officers were alarmecd at thie
news, However, they carried on their oreratiore and
after a hot pursuit the Sheikh was captured an- rie
head was cut off. The head was then sent tc the “ulkaiar
along with a detailed report of tre victory.18 Tre vireg
of Assan did not send any reinforcement as arprehended.
Subsequently the Mughal officers responsible for tre

suppression of the revolt were rewarded by the suradar

with promotion in their ranks.

Before the outbreak of the rebellion, shreivh
Ibranim exchanged some correspondences with the Anom ¥ing.
with a view to securing Ahomr help, he sermt ¢ ressenger
to the Ahom court with this message - '"Jf you heln me
with men and money and make the king of the Voches, 7
will exert my utmost valour and will be devotec¢ to vou
and never allow the enemles of NDelhi to rroceed against

you as long as I live."19 The ¥rori further sugoested

18801‘81’1, l”.!.. OEOCit' p.4ﬂ3.

19Borab, H.I,..Qp.cit., p.443.
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that unless a joint action was taken at tha stage acainst
their comnon enemy, the Imperial authority wouls send a
big army to Assam only to cut root and branch of the
Ahoms. The narrative of Mirza Mathan further stateés that
the Raja of Assam welcomed this proposal but wae reluctant
to believe the sheikh. Fratap Singha replied that the
shaikh f£irst lead the war in order to prove his sincerity.
The Abom King further promised to help and rather install
him as the king of the Koches with valuable presents

if the latter could gend one or two Mughal officers alive
or dead.zc This view has been accepted by S.N,Bhattacharya
when he says that the AHom monarch suspected the bonafides
of the rebel and in order to test his sincerity, he
advised the Sheikh to commence hostilities forthwith,
thus preparing the ground for 1ntervention.21 It is,
however not true as stated by the learned author that

the first Ahom intervention in Kamrup took place on
behalf of the Krori.22 Gait admits that the issar ¥ing
promised to help on condition that the Sheikh first

drove out the Imperialists from Hajo. He further says
that althoygh he (Shaikh) was assisted by the Ahoms,

the Mughals defeated and killed nhim.23 The two views

zoBora, VK. P Op.cit.,

21Bhattacharya, 5.N., Op.cit., p.247.

221p14.

23Gait., Op.cit., p.69.
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of the learned author seen to be contradictory. ‘i<
reaction of the rebel officer on receipt of tiw .Cply
from the Ahom King was also not known. »Mirza Nutian
says that the assam King was always apprehending wie
congpiracy of the Mughals. Before the rebell icu ' ooke
out, the Ahom King eent an envoy +to tie Shaill zo

get a first hand situation report. .4t that stage

the Mirza tried to win over the rebel cfficer thnrough
pacific means. In order to create nisunderstanaing
and apprehension in the mind of the aiscanese envoy, the
Mirza rode on the same elephant with the Thaikn. © Cr
seeing this, the Assamese envoy dqarparently aop: re..enued

conspiracy.

There is no record in any assamese chronicle
to show that the ¥ing of Assan either exchanged nessages
with the rebel officer or helped the latter with ren
and mon2y. It appears the ahon king desired to ex;loit
the sitmation by a threat of intervention in tavour
of the rebels. At the initial stage they night nave
exchanged iceas with the rebel chief. Put there 1is
nothing to show that the Ahons really helpea the rebels

in view of the fact that the allies hac already eciced

—— -

24Bora, ¥.X., Op.cit., p.451.
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to expel the Bangals (Mughals) fron Kanrur. The srops
failed to utilise the opportunity and nerely r raine:
content with capturing the fort of randu with the =2~
of the allies, Swargadeo Pratap Singha exprossed ' is
shock and resentment at the death of the sheikxnh =
also over his failure to give timely assicstaneeto
the latter, He now realised that the rebel off ice-
was motivated by sincere consideration and that + wag a
mistake not to have of fered help to him, VMirza M i-han
says that the destruction of the Sheikh was due +r tte
25

treacherous conduct of the Assamese off icers. Poyover

there is nothing to substantiate this prejudiced views,

The suppression of the rebellion was folioweo
by more serious troubles in Kanrup. Hajo was rhrcatensa
with attacks from the Ahoms. Padmeswar Gogol says;

"sheikh Ibrahim‘®s death hastened the pre-

paration at Gargaon for sending a powerful

army to Guwahati. Hso-Hseng-pha (Susenorh .’
bitterly criticised the conduct of the

lower Agssam generals in allowing the sSheikl.

to be killed in that manner*.26
This observation is apparently bhased on the narrative
of Mirza Nathan (Baharistan-i-Ghaybi). 1In tle dab-sence

of any record in the local Buranjis, it is difficult to

szorah, M.JI., Ope.cit., p.479.

2600001, F.., The Tal and the Tai ¥xingdom, r.3%7.
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accept this view. The Ahoms, however, put reavy
pressure on the Mughals along with their allies at
Pandu repeatedly in order to divert the attention of

the Hajo administration.

Meanwhile Dharmanarayan took possesgsion of the
fort of randu after evacuation of this place by the
Inperialists. Thereupon Virza Nathan again sent Mirza
Yusuf Rarlas to recapture Pandu. While on the nove,
the Mughals camre to know about heavy concentratior of
enemy forces at Pandu and so they halted and yitcred
their camp at Jharighat, a charland, situated between

Hajo and Pandu.27

Dharmanarayan sent urgent nescagec
to the Ahom officers who were already on the narcr under
royal orders to proceed quickly to Fandu. The -lLom
force consisted of innumerable elephants and boats under
the command of Puragohain, Hati Barua, Rajkhowa,
Khargharia Phukan. They &all rushed to Pandu «nd then
proceeded further west and encamped at the village

Bardadhigaon.28

realising the gravity of the situation after
receiving report from Yusuf about the strength of the

enemy, the Mirza sent more forces under Raja Satrajit

27B°ra1’) IN oI . Opocito Y] po480 .
281p14.
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with his Hindu off icer Badridas. They were ordered to
stay at Jharighat against their will and constructed
two forts on either side of the Brahmaputra wher its
course was comparatively narrow. The attempts however,
failed. At this critical juncture, Satrajit fell rack
from the fighting line and returned to Fajo, followed
by others. None of the Mughal officers had the courage
to face the formidable combined allied forces. The
news of this retreat was reported by Balabhedra Nas
and Badridas to the Mirza who was then sick. WVirza
Nathan expressed his anguish at the cowardly actions

of the officers. At hils distress he despatched Ralabhadra
Das and Hajl Lang to Barnagar with a message to Qu!if
Khan seeking his help. As he had a small force at

his disposal, he in turn, sent a mesgsage to the rriefs
of Jahangirnagar to come to the rescue of the Imperial

forces of ¥Xamrup immediately.29

Soon heavy reinforcement«
arrived from Bengal. Sheikh Kamal who had been sent by

the new Viceroy earlier, also arrived and joined ther,

After reoccupation of randu, the Ahoms were
advancing towards Hajo. Preparations for a grand attack
on Hajo now made. A strong fort was constructed on
the bank of the river shesha near Hajo under special

instructions of the monarch.

29Borah,l\f.I., Op.cit., p.4€3.
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Several small forts were also erected on the
south«eastern frontier of Hajo. The three Gohains were
ordered to stay at Shesha to keer strict vigilance on
the movement of the enemies. Lachampam Bhandari and
Raidingia Barua were especilally instructed not tc attack
the Mohamnmedans without the order of the King.3o A
strong naval force was alsoc despatched under the joint
command of Laluk Fhukan and Lasham Siring with their
new titles Neog Phukan., As adviged by the Deodhais,
they advanced to Hajo through the river Shesha., The
Gohains, the Baruas and other high officials pleaded tre
positive prohibition of the king to advance. Other
prominent leaders waiting at Shesha fort were 2aja
Dharma Narayan, Mani Konwar of Dhakeri (Uttarkul):

Jadu Deka, the chutia Prince; the Dimarua Raja and the
Hill Rajas of Dakhinkol.3! The ahom strategy of tne
invasion was to nmake a three-pronged attack, both oy
land and water. A division of the army waited on the
foot of the Talaya hill (Mak Kuberachal - about 5 niles
north east of Hajo). For sonetime the Ahoms were
watching the novement of the Mohammedans. At this stage
some Ahom soldiers were killed by the enemies while
moving round to study the enemy position. This action

of the Mughals was definitely provocative to tneir

30E!aruél, G.C., Ahom Buranji, p.101.

3lgerah, V.I., Baharistan, p.4€8.; Bhuyan, S.r.,
Kamrupar Buranji, pp.24-25.; Gait, A History of Assam, r.117.
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counterpart. In the meantime, the Ahom spies reported
to the Neogs about the advance of Mohammedan horses.
The Neogs thought the thme op;ortune and without -rasting
time, ordered their forces to strike at the enemies,
according to the maxim - ‘He never loses who strike s
first'. The three Gohains and the peodhai randit and
the Bharali Barua prohibited the ahom off icers fror
taking the offensive and advised them to wait for orders
from their monarch.32 According to Baharistan, the
Assam Faja ordered to attack the enemy first. & letter
was reported to have been addressed by the king to his
officers which read thus - "As the armies of Delhi have
not begun their attack and as you have already reached
near them with a large army, it is proper for you to

33 The local

begin the battle without further delay."
chronicles, however, gave a different account. 7he
Assamege forces acting on the kKing's orders first staveu
at randu. At the request from his off icers stationea

dt Pandu, the King sent one Laluk of Borgohain fanily
and one Lacham serving as “ar Neeg with supreme nower
to lead the forces to Hajo. They were alsc en onwered

to behead anyone who would act contrary to treir 0’&87‘5—:%4

The time was, however, not found oprortune in viow of

32‘Barua, G.C., Ahom Buranji, p.1l01.; Gaie, : History
of Assam, p.ll1l2,

Borah, V¥.I., Baharistan, p.487.
Baruah, G.C., Op.cit.,pp.4€7

34
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adverse omens predicted but the peodhai Pandits,
King Pratap Singha sent special messengers from
Samdhara to the officers of the Assamese expedition
not to take aggressive part till they would get final

35

orders from him, Pratap Singha took serious exceotion

to the action of some hot-headed commanders which showed
that the attack was ill-timed, and not in accordance with

his advice.

Sheikh Kamal, after his arrival at Hajo ordereu
the Imperial off icers to proceed as far as to village
Talia and to construct a fort there, The Inper ial torce
was now well equipred with contingent of forces of
Culij Khan, Dust Beg, the fleet of the twelve Bruyans
of Bengal, the regular force of Virza Nathan besides
those of Sheikh Kamal and satrajit. The details of the
war are narrated in Raharistan-i-Ghaysi as followvs,

"rthe Rurha Gohain at the head of one runcy=
thousand infantry was to march along the hilly
and jungly bank of the Rrahmaputra towar.s the
main part of Hajo. Hati Barua and raja naldev
and Samuroid Kayeth with a force of two rundred
thousand infantry, one hundred and eighty
elephants (including heated elephants) t cl!
upon sheikh Kamal. The Rajkhowa and the
xhargharia were to take the command of th«
fleet of four thousand war boats against the
fleet of the Twelve Bhuyans, The eighteer
hill Rajas were to take their position with
all their hill men on the bank of the river

35zarua, G.C., Op.cit., p.102.
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in aid of their fleet and not allow the enemies
to escape to Dakhinkol. One thousand war baats

were sent to the mouth of the river Fawrawa
to the rear of the Inperial army in order %o
block the passage of ration and communication
from Dacca. 1In short the Imperial army rras
brought to bay like games in a hunt."36
The accounts of the operations have been preciselv given
in the Ahom Buranji and the Kamrupar Buranji. All the
accounts agree with the view that Hajo was kbeseizea fror

all sides bythe Assamese (FebruaryMarch, 161F A.T .Y,

One day at midnight, a contingent of Aihror force
led by the Bargohain, Lai Gohain and the Paidingias =arua
aavanced through the hilly and dungly tracts tc tte ri' ock
of Sultan Ghiyasud-din Awliya (Foa-tacca, considered to
be a holy shrine by the Mussalmans). Another troo;.
under the Bor Gohain, the Borpatra Gohain, Moni Vonwar
and Abboypuria proceeded forward by up rcad from tre sout..
towards Hajo fort. The Mussalmans could not anticipate
the midnight attack and a fierce battle took place. 't
the initial stage most of the devotees of the shrine
were massacred. But soon after reinforcement, the Mughals
under the command of Dust Beg and Qulij ¥Khan, defeated the
Assamese, Large number of soldiers were killec o1 the
rest retreated.37 The elephants of the Assamesge cculc
not stand long against the cavalry of the enemy. 'ne

first battle of the expedition ended in disaster.

3686rah, N.l.,, Op.cit., p.44E.
37Ibid.,pp.449.,

Barua, G.C., Op.cit., r.103.



Early next morning, Dharmanarayan, Hati RBdrua
and samuroid Kayeth advanced in awe-inspiring forrations
with a huge army and innumerable elephants. Sheik! kamal
arranged his army in collarobation with his brothers.
satrajit and sone mansabdars confronted the enemy
attack. At this juncture the Imperial fleet of the
Zamindars was also attacked b the assarn fléet and ; ut
to great straits. Mirza Nathan who was then at the nain
fort of Hajo, hearing the news of the attack from all
sides sent a message to Qulij Khan giving details of
the position in various fronts. He also promised to
march to the help of Qulij Khan if required. Sheikh
Kamal, realising the hopelegs position, sent urgent
mnessages to Mirza Nathan for help through Famdes. ™he
Mirza rushed in to the help of Kamal and fought ¢al antly

against the enern.i.es.:',’e

Fortune fayeoured the Imperialists. .. great
victory was achieved. This was considered by Mathan as
one of the formost nilitary conquest attained by the grace
of God. The Hati Barua, Faja Dharnanarayan, Sdruid .
Kayeth ran away in disgrace along with their fcrces."jq

Thereafter, the Assamesgse concentrated their torce on

the southern side of the hill. In the nean time, the

3€Borap,¥ .I., Op.cit., p.491.

391p1d., p.492.



Assamese fleet was advancing towards Hajo after defeating
the Imperial fleet. This gave an opportunity to the

land force to renew its attack. Thus the Mughal forces
were put to great straits., After defeating the enemy

in the eastern front, Mirza Nathan and sShelkh ¥ancl came

to the rescue of Qulij Khan. The three generals now
prepared a new strategy to defend their main fort at

Hajo. A fierce battle ensued. The scattered Imperial
fleet also took its position., At lest the rughal triumphed

and the vanquished allies fled away with heavy locsesg, 4

The failure of the expedition produced irmediate
and far-reachinq results in the history of rhon volitics,
In terms of casualties the losses were terrible, T™hakhak
Ruragohain, Mani ¥onwar, Mon Hazarika fell fighting
while a large number were killed and wounded. Pany large
ships anc some elephants were lost. The Mughals aulso
seized immense quantities of guns, shields anc other war
equipments. The rest of the force first retreatec to

Pandu and then to Kajalimukh.41

In Baharistan, Mirza Nathan has given an accounts

of the losses on the shom side thus - '"When surveved

4Oporah, M.I., Op.cit., pp.494-495.
4¥Nade. J.P., (ed.} Benudhar Sharma, 'an Account of

Assam, p.282.; Bhuyan, S.K., Deodhai Asom Buranji, pp .63-65;
Gait, A H15t°§1 of Agsam, p.109; uyan, S5.K., Kamrupar
G

Buranji, p.25. Barua, G.C., Ahom Buranii, p.103.
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af ter the retreat of the assamese forces, out of four
thousand war boats, only two hundred escaped. ™r: ~nemy
lost three thousand and seven hundred men in tih,» £i=l i

of battle; double of this number died in the adjace-t
places and nore than ten thousand wounded fleu away.

On the Imperial side, two hundred attained martyr<: arc
double this number were wounded. The heads of tre Iz.3
enemies were cut off and loaded in the boats and were

sent to Jahangirnagar to Khan Fath Jang along witr ele-
phants and different kinds of booties."47 wWwhile zamitting
the fact that the Ahons e€ngaged a huge force, trhe “escrip-
tion dbout the amount of losses seems to be an 2xague-

ration.

Pratap Singhawas extremely angry when ne b ard
the news of the disaster. Ke at once ordered an enquiry
into the failure of the expedition and asked the scatters.
forces to rally at Samdhara. Laluk Phukan, lL.achar irirg
and some others were held responsible and sc rut £o death.
Khamprat Bar Gohain and ™ipani Raja whc were alsc “oun~
guillty were put into a cage where they were allowe~ tr i

of hunger.43 The king then returned to tre car it .1 g

performed the Medammemephl (death ceremony)-44

—— -— - —— - - -

42Borah, M.I., Baharistan, p.497.

43Bhuyan, S.K., Kanrupar Buran¥i, p.?5; *huyan, <. .,
Deodhal Asom Buranji, p.6€.; Galt, Cr.cit., p.112.; Zarua,

GeCe, Og.cit.. P.l104.
44Barua, G.C., Op.cit., p.104.; PRhuyan, <.x.,

e . e p—

Deodhal Aasom Buranji, 1 .66,




It may be admitted that the invasion of kceic
was not properly conducted. Prratap Sinch who wae etavine
at the Samdhara fort during the period of conflict
failed to command the forces in rignt directionsz, "r-
high officials were anxiously waiting for tre final
order of their monarch and at that stage they were iske:n
to launch the attack by the Neog Phukans. The d»ughu’ =
on the contrary, conducted the nilitary affairs evx-lusively
from Hajo. So the failure of tle expedition mav e
partly attributed to the King for his lack of procer
guldance at the critical time. The Mughals act~d with
foresight with reinforcement fron Bengal. The ironw of
the entire episode was that Fratap Singha remained ~ontent
by.-executing most of the top ranking off icers encaged
in the invasion of Eajo. The Ahor s now abondoned +heir
policy of aggression and instead launched a policv of

peace and consolidatione.

Wwith a view to éecuring efficient adrminist: st lor
in the western part of his ¥kingdom and also to nave
proper vigilance on Mughal activity, Pratap Siraha soor
created a post of high ranking officer with tr.e titie,
‘Bar Phukan', Langil Panisia who distinguished " ir gelf
in restoring order among the panic-stricken il o f icers

after the battle of Hajo was appointed to the rost.
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It was also felt that a responsible officer of tire
rank of Bar Fhukan (governor) would be able tc conduc
diplomatic felations not only with Bencal governrent
but also with the hill chieftains on the frontler.
Langi panisia was accordingly appointed the first

Bar rhukan with his headguarters at ¥ajalimukr .45 “he
tracts of the territory west of Kaliabar were vlaced
under his jurisdiction while the area east of ¥aliabar
and outside the jurisdiction of the Rargohain and the
Buragohain was placed under another functionarv of
equal rank, known as Bar Rarua. The first incumbent
of this post was Momal Tamuli, the King's brother-

in-l axw."6

shortly after the war at Rajo, dissensionrs
occurred among the Mughal officers of ¥Kamrup. Mirze
Nathan in his narrative describes how he was —ut to
trouble by the conspiracy of Sheikh ¥amal, Qulii ¥han,
satrajit and others. Jealous of Mathan's calibre, tr=2y
sent false reports to the Subadar stating that the
victory was achieved by them and not by Firza *athan.

The Mirza was further aggrieved when he came to “now

456a1t, Op.cit., p.112.; Bhuyan, S.K. Kanrupar

Buranj s Pe23,

46Sha.rmea, penudhar, Doorbin, p.3.
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that Chisti Khan had been appointed the Chief coniander
of Kamrup thus ignoring his clairm. These ofiicers
went a steyr further to frustrate the attenpts c: Mathan
to see the Sukavar personally. The intrigues ci tunssc
off icers ultimately compelled him to leave !"anruy

with a handful of followers for l'accae. 2t a late:
stage he was entrusteu by the Subaaar to tne casgn St

conguest of Dakhinkol and was suitably rewarded.

Mirza Nathan dominated dughal politics ic k.0 ru.
as Chief Connander of the Imperial army for nors trar
two years (1616-~161€). Ke reorganisec the &uiri:tre-
tion of Kamrup and restored order at a stage +h=2n t: e
morale of the Mughal was at a low ebb. He w-s @n,agen
in a series of battles against Nharmanapavan, tr.e 2igr.teen
hill rajas besides the issamese and defendea ‘)~ vdghal
territory. The suppression of tre rebellicn f Ionranir
¥rori was another brilliant example of his cour -3» and
tactfulness. He clewerly alienated the -Lons ‘1o
giving military help to the <sheikh., =t last Ye efenaev
Hajo from the enemy attack ana trerebv the #rtire o,
territory was saved. But his sincere :nd rercic c:ivaeos

were not duly recognisea by the fubadar at b . 5 tance

4780rah, N QI .y Op.C_if. ’ pi 0“97-498 .
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of some selfish and jealous officers. with the result
that a loyal and able officer had to leave the fronti'r

in disgrace.

The state of affairs in Kaenrup was still “ar
from settled in view of the recent external aggressior.
and internal revolt. The situation was further distruked
by sporadic ¥och insurrections. On the request of thc
viceroy of Bengal, Ibrahim Khan to the Mughal Tmperor
Jahangir, Lakhshmi Narayan was released (¥arch 10,

1618) from detention. It was expected that his presence
might ease the situation caused by the revolts of tne
Koch chiefs. He was offered with gifts of a robe of
honour, an Iragi horse, a magnifieient elephant, a
bejewelled sword belt and a bejewelled dagger pelt.4E
The viceroy immediately sent him to Hajo to render
help to the Imperialists (Spring, 1618), After confi-
nement for about three and half years, Lakhsri Marayan
got back his personal freedom ana was reinstated ir nis
kingdom as a vassal with great honour. But L2 was not
destined to rule any lonqer49 Sheikh Kamal, an old and
exper ienced officer now became the Fouzdar of I'ar rup

(Hajo) and with hias initiative he secured tre y2rmission
6

-

4380rah,N.I., Op.cit., pp.521, 848,
498hattacharya, SN, , ﬂg.cit., r.159.
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of the Subadar to get the services of Lakhsni Maravan.
He did not govern Xoch Rehar but left in charge ~f his
son as before. "An era of honourable exlle fror his

kingdom now sets in."so

re continued to stay at vaioe
with & contingent of troops and aided the Tryerislists
in consolidating the authority in Uttarkol an< nakrinrol
regions. He does not arpear to have taken the field
in person but he frequently placed his troops st the
disrosal of his colleagues, particularly Mirze Nathan,
the astute and energetic congueror of ' akhinkol, ith
whom he was on term of great intimdcy.S1 At o later
stage he joined the revolt of Sha. Jahan in Pengal.

He continued to remain loyal to the Emperor till nhis
death in 1627 A.D. Another Bengal Zaninder, Musa Knan
displayed similar faithfulness and loyalty in serving
the Bengal government distinguishing hinself 2specially

in the conquest of Tippera besides his many conguests

in Kamrup.

eir T.,N. sarkar says that about the middle of
the year 161€ A.D,., Madhusudan, a nephew of T.akhsri

Marayan seized the pargana of ¥oroibari but Vusa ¥han,

t 22

the Imperial commander suppressed i According to

soBhattacharya, S.N., Cp.cit., P.160,: "crah,V.T.,
Op.cit., p.522.

Lniq.,
525arkar, sir J.N., Héstory of Bengal, p.300.
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Baharistan, Vadhusudan, son of Jisketu (Briesraketi ', =
relation of Raja Lakhsmi Narayan marchec witr nie forces
to Dakhinkol and seized Koroibari, a south western part
of Kamrup. The Subadar sert Chand Bahadur as chief of

-

the army against Madhusudan.Musa Khan ard pany other
zanindars accompanied the Mughal force. They captured
the Koch €hief alive and brought him to Khizrpur only

53 In pursuance of his

to produce before the Subadar.
liberal policy, the sukadar treated him kindly ana
secured his services for the government of Xanrup. re
Incident occurred just after the departure of Mirza
Nathan from Hajo. There is no reference in the ..or
chronicles about this incident. mThis may be due to

the fact that the Ahoms were nét involved t..e.is.... At

a subsequent period, Madhusudan helped tie * ucn

against the Assamese led by "harma Narayan at the lhattle

54

of Minori. As he accepted the Imperial var:sal e,

it was very likely that he helped them :ate. on.

The protracted wars accompanied by Voch insu-
rrections in Sar&g; Kanrup exhausted the energy of both
the Ahoms and the Mughals. They realised the necessity

53Bora, .., Op.cit., pp.503-504.

54Sharma, Benudhar, ‘Dakhinkol' -“cuvenir -1 1 e
..ssam Sahitya sabha, Saka 1882 - 'palasbarir natiye
vasare',; sarkar, Sir J.N., Op.cit., r.300.
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of peace and order in the Koch territory. At this
stage Lakhsmi Narayan, with the vain hope of bac 1 i 3
independent in recognition of his services, initiatecu
a peace rroposal between the two belligerents. re
first discussed the matter with shaikh o .}, <
fouzdar of Hajo., Then he sent his p rscnal envoy,
Birukaji to the Ahom officers statloneu at " gv.rranta
Chowki, on the north bank of the Brahmaputra (oprosite
to present Guwahati). The Ahom officers in turn
escorted him to Kajalimukh to report the matter to the
Bar Thukan., The envoy was detained there for sonct.me
penaing receipt of formal order of audiencs witl: tre
King. Swargadeo Pratap Singh ;elcomed the proposal
and despatched Dharadhar Kataki to ¥ajalimukh sc =

t0o bring Bire Kaji to the capital by false pronise".55

After arrival at Gargaon, Biru Kaji reportec
to the kKing thus - '"The Mussalman king wishes to rake
peace and to establish hat and fat as a mar< of ! iena=-
ship. O' great King, I, your slave liav® keern ser* to
by Lakhsnl Narayan to inform you about the matter.

Pratap sSingha replied - "If Lakhsmi Warayan (..n ~anage

U R ——

ssehuyan, S$.K., Deodhai Agom Buranji, v.117.: "nuvar,
S.K., Kamrugar Buranji, (ed), p.25. ; ®arua, 3.C.,
Ahom ruranji, p.l07,; wade, J.F., sn Account of iscam,
P.28E, -




to put a stop to the war that has been going on by
making peace, I shall allow you to go back to y. r
country as early as possible. But if he cannot, shall
not allow you to go back."s6 The conversation tesgtifice
to the fact that prratap Singha was keen to resgtore
peace in the frontier permanently. H¢ .ekeu ¢ ¢  :ch
envoy to stay in his capital for sometii¢ or's +¢ rrove
the fidelity of the peace proposal. He was given
guarters at Baghchua to live under proper supervis.on,
The narrative of Mirza Nathan is silent about the reace
overture, This was due to the fact that the Mirza wae
encaged in the nakhinkol operations at that tine and
was not aware of the developments in the administration
of Hajo. MNoreover, he was not on good terms witl. the

fouzdar.

The peace proposal was not welcomed by at- jit,
the thanadar of Pandu. This officer wanted tlrat toe
conflicts should continue for long to serve his interest.
Satrajit becamer active in frustrating tle redac- nego-
tiation and started conspiring with the shou off .cers.
He made secret correspondences with the Assam ¥ ing.
pPerhaprs he entertained the idea of hecor irg ar inderen-

dent chief at Pandu with the help of the “lhons. " ith

56Ga1t, Op.cit., p.113.; Bhuyan, S.¥. }anrupar
Buranii, pp.26=27.
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this aim in view, he met the Bar vhukan at ratalipikh
and then sent his minor son to the Ahom court vi*y vie:
presents by way of paying homage to the ¥ing. <catraijis
also despatched Umar and Kanai, the two traders witr -
personal letter to the Swargadeo .26 The rarty was alsgo
accompanied by a sajati fran Kajalimukh to Garcaon.

The letter reads as follows : "I become the son of tre
swargadeo. Your majesty may treat me as your son or

your servant. The details will be explainec by tr
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traders."” (Feb. 1620). Pratap Singha acceptec ti
proposal considering it as an act of friendshiyp.
reply and as a mark of friendship the Assar ¥Yin. :o2rt
Kamal Lochan Kataki to satrajit with a silver fjhari
(pitcher), a spout of gold. The nueen alsc - !¢ Lo
of Ssatrajit's harem, a suit of silk riha-me . Y

a token of love. The Swargadeo also desirea that
satrajit should drink water frorm the jhar tror

sent just lika a son (baby) toock his mor:erc 1lk,
Besides these presents, the King sent a pr¢. :nt for
satrejit's ndnor son, ar. elephant and two +iousand

silver coins. Pratap Singha continued to exchange regular

aemissaries with Satrajit for sometime as > t ~utt




that this friendship would serve as an effective check

on the further advance of the Mohamnedans.

One of the reasons which tempted Satraj.t tc
come close to the Ahoms might be that the inciderit of
csacrifice of his son at the altar of ¢t ~: - . 1ikhya
was still ffesh in his mind. ¥aramct \n , =0 o “:traiit
was sacrificed at the altar of the God ez= ! i +i1.ya after
the battle of samdhara, Many rore Mughal Conranders
were executed by the Ahomns after the latter's victory
in the battle. He thus wanted to take veangeance upon
*the Ahons at the opportune mnonent. He wag 4lso il i
of losing his power and position if pecce -ras 4 1o d
to be restored between the two powers. 'A traitor by
nature, he had been false to the Mohannedans i ! .1y
occasions, as he now intrigued with the Ahoms.' 2
turther induced the local Chiefs to revolt again-=t ‘e

rughalse.

In the course of the exchange of iceas, %'e rhor
¥ing sent kalia Kataki to Satrajit witt coue |, re~ornts,
But on way to Pandu the articles (rresents) were lost.

At this Satrajit expressed his sorroir and in order to




please the Kataki, presented him with clothes.

boatmen escorting the Katakis later misrevresente:

the incident to Swargadeo in such a manner that tre
Swargadeo considered the action as humiliatinc to iin
for receiving presents from the Vughal cf{fjcer witrout
his (King) knowledge. Although he was orderer t¢ he
arrested by the King, he was found not guilty after

an enquiry. satrajit could continue the friendly
relations with the Ahonm king for sometime thrcugt :.is
diplomatic skill., But later on his various misct icvou:

acts ere Jdetected.

The period of two years (1616-161¢% A.iv.) is

marked by incessant wars between the Imperi .’. -~

and the allied powers led by the Ahoms., “"nic .=
accompanjed by sporadic Koch insurrecticisii .i.. . o1t
parts of Kamrup. Another important event of ti.i-
period was the rebellion of the Mughal c€fice~ Frori.
All the challenges had been adeguately r«t . the
Imperialists. Mirza Vathan can be regar de o tre real
hero of the Mughal victory. The Assamese for the time
being abandoned their aggressive policy. The:r .°'i::
however, made persistent attempts to subvert tlL.e

Mughal «uthority in south Kamrup.,. The Mughals also




gave up treir traditional pclicy of Imrerialier feor

some time realising their past mistake. Thesv ro arionted
a policy of consolidation within their own territorv,
some efforts were akso made towards conclusior ot reace
and stability by both the powers. But thesge at+remppts
were in vain and within a short time the two nowere

were involved in a fresh conflict.



