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Abstract: into modern buildings and urban planning projects, with a particular focus 
on Aga Khan Award-winning projects. The study highlights the relevance of historical 
architectural principles to contemporary design challenges, demonstrating the 
enduring appeal and practicality of Mughal design in creating sustainable, 
aesthetically pleasing, and culturally rich built environments. 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
 
1.1. Background 
The Mughal Empire, which ruled over the Indian subcontinent between the 16th and 
19th centuries, left an indelible mark on the region's architectural landscape. Mughal 
architecture is characterized by intricate ornamentation, elegant proportions, and a 
harmonious integration of nature and built structures. In recent years, architects and 
urban planners have been looking to the past for inspiration, adapting Mughal design 
principles to create contemporary spaces that are both functional and aesthetically 
appealing. 
 
1.2. Aim and Objectives 
This paper aims to highlight successful examples of modern buildings and urban 
planning projects that have incorporated Mughal-inspired design elements. The study 
will focus on projects that have received the prestigious Aga Khan Award for 
Architecture, which recognizes architectural excellence that addresses the needs and 
aspirations of communities in which Muslims have a significant presence. The paper 
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seeks to demonstrate how Mughal design principles can inform sustainable, culturally-
sensitive, and innovative contemporary architecture and urban planning. 
 
 

Mughal-Inspired Modern Buildings 
 
 

2.1. The Aga Khan Museum, Toronto, Canada 
Designed by Japanese architect Fumihiko Maki, the Aga Khan Museum in Toronto 
showcases Islamic art, culture, and history. The building's design incorporates Mughal-
inspired elements such as white marble facades, geometric patterns, and abundant 
natural light. The central courtyard, inspired by the traditional Persian Charbagh 
garden layout, creates a tranquil oasis that connects the interior and exterior spaces. 
 
2.2. The Ismaili Centre, Dushanbe, Tajikistan 
The Ismaili Centre in Dushanbe, designed by Indian architect Farrokh Derakhshani, 
integrates Mughal and Central Asian design elements. The complex includes a 
mosque, a library, and educational facilities, all arranged around a central courtyard. 
The building features Mughal-inspired arches, domes, and decorative tilework, while 
also incorporating local materials and craftsmanship. 
 
2.3. Petronas Towers, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
The Petronas Towers, designed by Argentine architect Cesar Pelli, are among the 
world's tallest buildings. While the towers are a symbol of modernity, their design is 
inspired by traditional Islamic architecture, including elements reminiscent of Mughal 
buildings such as the tapering form and geometric patterns. The towers' floor plan is 
based on an eight-pointed star, a motif commonly found in Islamic and Mughal 
architecture. 
 

Mughal-Inspired Urban Planning Projects 
 
 

3.1. Sunder Nursery, New Delhi, India 
Sunder Nursery, a 90-acre urban park in New Delhi, has been transformed through a 
collaborative effort between the Aga Khan Trust for Culture, the Archaeological Survey 
of India, and other partners. The project has restored 15 Mughal-era monuments and 
created a network of gardens inspired by the Mughal Charbagh layout. The park now 
serves as an important public space and a model for sustainable urban development. 
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3.2. Babur's Gardens, Kabul, Afghanistan 
Babur's	 Gardens,	 the	 final	 resting	 place	 of	 Mughal	 Emperor	 Babur,	 has	 been	 restored	 and	
revitalized	through	a	project	led	by	the	Aga	Khan	Trust	for	Culture.	
	
3.2.1. Project Overview 
The restoration of Babur's Gardens in Kabul involved the conservation of historic 
structures, the reestablishment of the Mughal Charbagh garden layout, and the 
creation of new public spaces for the local community. The project focused on 
preserving the historical significance of the site while providing much-needed green 
space and recreational facilities for the residents of Kabul. 
 
3.2.2. Design Elements 
The restoration project incorporated Mughal-inspired design elements such as water 
channels, fountains, and terraced gardens. The gardens now feature native plants, 
walkways, and seating areas that encourage visitors to enjoy the natural beauty and 
tranquility of the space. 
 

Lessons from Mughal-Inspired Projects 
 
 
4.1. Sustainability 
The successful integration of Mughal design elements in modern buildings and urban 
planning projects highlights the potential for traditional architectural principles to 
inform sustainable development. Mughal architecture's emphasis on natural light, 
passive cooling, and the use of local materials can provide valuable guidance for 
contemporary designers seeking to minimize the environmental impact of their 
projects. 
 
4.2. Cultural Sensitivity 
Incorporating Mughal-inspired design elements in contemporary projects can help to 
create culturally-sensitive spaces that resonate with local communities. By drawing on 
a shared architectural heritage, these projects foster a sense of belonging and pride in 
the built environment. 
 
4.3. Innovation 
The adaptation of Mughal design principles for modern buildings and urban planning 
projects demonstrates the potential for innovative solutions that combine traditional 
and contemporary techniques. By revisiting the past, architects and planners can find 
inspiration for new approaches to the challenges of the present. 
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Conclusion 
This paper has highlighted several successful examples of modern buildings and urban 
planning projects that have incorporated Mughal-inspired design elements, with a 
focus on Aga Khan Award-winning projects. These case studies demonstrate the 
enduring appeal of Mughal architecture and its relevance to contemporary design 
challenges. 
 
By drawing on the rich architectural heritage of the Mughal Empire, architects and 
urban planners can create built environments that are sustainable, culturally sensitive, 
and innovative. The successful integration of Mughal design elements in these projects 
offers valuable lessons for the future of architecture and urban planning, emphasizing 
the importance of embracing the past while looking forward to the future. 


