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There is no dearth of mtks on the rise and fall
of European trade in the Indian sube-contient during three
centuries (XVI-XVIII). The trading activities, political
history, and administrative organisation of the individual
countries like England, France, Holland ar_;d _f Portugal have also
attracted the at’cant.wh of aﬂ galaxy of msum and Indian
scholars. However, the English trade in India has largely
been analysed on a regional or coastal basis, Recent scholars
have done remarkable work on trading centres and organisations
located in Gujrat, Coromandel Coast and Bengal. Their area of
research is somewhat limited and narrow, often mixed up with
other economic facets of the regions covered. At times, they
have laid more emphasis on the politics of the period, side-
lining trade and commerce. .

" There is hardly any work dealing with the growth
of the English trade as a whole in the entire sub-continent
under the Great Mughals. My aim has been to £4ll this gap and
uxmim the nature of English trade and commercial activity on

. | |
all India basis, ';fhe causes leading to its expansion from west

coast to east coast via Coromandel, increase in its volume,
articles of trade, methods of payment, exchange of money and
banking, transport and trade routes and rapport of English

merchants with Indian markat, the artisans, the 1ntamedfariea,
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the Mughal monarchs, the princes, the nobles, and their
administrators. The influence, if any, of English trade on
soclio-aconomic developments and future political implications
in terms of the subsequent establishment of British Empire in
India have also been taken note of. |

Chronologically, the thesis covers the period,
15%6-1707 A,D, and yet it relies heavily on English source
materials on account of paucity of adequate data in the
contemporary Mughal Chronicles and records which have also
been fully utilized. Modern works, relevent to thé subject,
have not been nogleevod; The foot notes and the bibliography
abundantly testify my indebtedness to the pioneers in the fisld.

I also take this opportunity to express my grateful
thanks to my esteemed guide Dr, R.C.Jauhri,Professor of History,
Panjab University,Chandigarh, who ungrudingly spared his precious
tim@ to enable me to complete this work.

I am under a great obligation to the I.C.H.R. and
U.GsC. for having sanctioned grants for visiting various librar-
ies in order to collect material ralov;nt to my thesis. My thanks
are also due to the staff and.Librarians. National Library,
Calcutta, Panjab Uniwarnity-berary;Chandiqarh,Dwarkg Dass Library,
Chandigarh and National Archives of India, Delhi.Needless to
mention that my father Dr. S.P.Sangar has been a constant source

of inspiration throughout.
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FOREIGN TRADE BEFORE THE ADVENT OF THE ENGLISH

India had trade relations with the outside world
right from thé ancient times and Indian goods were rated very
high in the eyes of the foreigners, The magnitude of the
commercial activities is quite apparent from the f£following words
of Piliny, "In no year does India drain our empire of less than
five hundred and fifty million of Sestreces(about £ 1,400,00)
giving back her own.wares‘in exchange which are sold at £fully

one hundred times their prime cost".1

In the Vedic period, Sea or Samundrs was frequently
used for the trade purposes. There is a reference to a story
in the Rgveda as how Bhugya, whose ship wrecked in the sea was

saved by a boat with hundred oars”.z There are ample references

1H.Rackham(Eng.tr.) ’

1940, pp. 17-18.

r, Vol.X, London,

%ggxggg: 1:116.3, Vedic Sanshodan Mandal, 2nd ed., Poona,1972.



in Vedic literature to trade in distant lands for prcfit.3

There are also references to the treasures of the ocean,perhaps
pearls or gains.‘ The trade was mostly carried through the

barter system. 3

| The merchants who controlled the foreign trade were
known by the wvaricus names as Dasus, Panis, Vrtra, Sambhar , etc.,
Panis were referred to as Dasus, who held a prominent place in
the field of trade and amem.s They were according to Roth
and Zimmer, a niggardly memhant class who neither worshipped
nor believed in it., Ludwing believes them to be the aboriginal
c:laas." They were non-Arayang. Panis were probably the first
to discover the sea route for international commerce. These
(Panis) people in search of better trade prospects, navigated
almost all the sea-coasts of India. They first settled down on
the coast of modern Gujrat and later on migrated to Malabar c¢oast

which was rich in timber, needed for ship buildinq.a

30 » Pe 1:116.3




It has been proved the "existence of an extensive
trade between India and Western Asia sbout the 7th century B,C,
The trade was chiefly in the hands of Dravidians although the
Arayans had a share in it, The Indian traders settled afterwards
in Arabia and on the coast of Africa as we £ind them settling
at this very time on the coast of China, we cannot doubt that
"9 Thus, | by 7th century
B,C., India had established trade relations with Ceylon, Busma

_ they had their settlement in Babylon also

and Babylon, The ships laden with Indian mamhandiéa reached
Burma and Ceylon from the ports of Western Indis, Cambay and
Broach.'? The merchandize mainly consisted of silks,muslins,
cloth, cutlery, armour, brocades, embroideries,rugs, _1vafry,

jewellery and gold,

The Ramayan refers to merchants who trafficked

beyond the sea and brought presents of gems to the King of

12 galmiki has also mentioned large trading ships with

sails loaded with rich merahgmiza,u

Aycdhaya.,
Kauseya or silk was very

popular with the ladies of high class, In Ravana's Ashokavatika,

93 Kanmdy. "Early Cmmwe of Babylon with Ind.i.a“ f 04 Vig il
DL HNOVAa ¥ IOCIERY Of sréear ;, 2. "R ?"‘ 258

ol. ,» ’ pP»ﬁ 1"‘"'2 8‘ ’ 1893'

10g «-J «Rapson, Cambrid India(Ancient India),

Cambridge University Press, London, 1922, p.4.

nT.W.Rhya Davids, By
1902, p. 98.

12y N.Dutt, Balmiki
Calcutta, 184

131pi4., p. 126,

dta, T,Fisher Unwin Ltd,, London,



Sita is shown clad in silk. It (silk)*was also an important item
of export. It is known that even before the epic period, India

was carrying the silk trade with China in 680 B.c.}4

With the advent of Buddiam, Indian trade was almost
a settled affair. There are references in the Jgtakag and the
Vipaya that India had sea-borne trade with the countries outside
India. The Buddhist literature abounds in allusions to sea-voyage
and the traders visited Babylon, Ceylon and golden 4hormnad.15
The chief ports were Champa and Tamralipti on the east coast
and Bhrrukaccha and Suppra on the Western coast.'® There are
references to the settlement of Dantapura on the Kalinga coast
and probable references to the ports of Bhurukccha and Supparka. 17

also mention many of sea coast towns and some coastal

regions. Thus, the Ghata Jataka contains the accounts of the city

of Dvarvati. Another book m Jataks evidently speaks of a

voyage to Bawru.m

*Fm' Chimse @rigiti of silk tradn aec Gearge Watt.

o , ohnMurrary, n, 10, p. 9.

m,cambridqo University,London, 1973,pp.19,22, 24-25.
“E.B.Cowall, SUpDe ‘ataka(tr.,) Vol.,IV,Cambridge University
"Pmsa. PPe 86-90.
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aka, Vol.IIX, Cambridge University Press,




The establishment of the Mauryan Empire brought a
great change in the commereial pattern of the country. The |
‘extension of the Empire beyond the Hindukush led to‘tho expansion
of India's foreign trade, Chandragupta Maurya brought trade under
State control .and the trade regulations were aarefﬁlly‘plannad
and executed., The person incharge of trade was termed as
Panyadhyakas or Superintendent of Trade, Kautilya laid great

emphasis on the foreign trade and set tuléa~tngarﬂinq trade and
traders: “the Superintendent of Commerce shall show favour to
those who import foreign merchandize; mariners(Navika) and
merchants who import ﬁar'aiqn merchandise shall be favoured with
the remission of trada‘taxna 80 that they may derive some profit",
Foreigners importing merchandize shall be exempted from being sued
for debts unless they are (local) associates and.partaars.ig
Therefore, the most important function of Superintendent of

merce was to promote and encourage the foreign trade, He had
to be very careful in ascertaining the scope of export of local
produce into foreign countries, Regarding the sale of King's
commodities in foreign countries, the duty of the Superintendent
of Commerce was to £ind out by calculations whathnr»thnra was any
margin of profit left after meeting the payments to the foreign king.
The Superintendent of Commerce also fixed the wholesale prices of
goods as and when they entered in the custom's house. Smuggling

or adulteration ¢of goods was severely puniahed¢2°

19R.8hammsaatryg'yg;wuw';?; Arthagastra(translated),Mysore

University Press, Mysore, 1923, p.1l1S.

20
Abid.




Megasthenes, as referred to by Arrian and Strabo,
desceribed though not in greater details the royal roads of the
Mauryas which connected Pataliputra with the northwestern frontier

of the Elrup.m"a‘..:21 It had a2 number of rest houses posts indicat-

22 There was the 0ld grand trumk road -

ing distances and directions,
leading from Rajagriha through Banaras, Saketa and Srvasti towards
Taxila and the frontiers, linking India with central and Western
Agia. Magasthenem has also testified the pmsem af royal road
leading from the north-west frontier upto Pataliputra with a
length of io.aoe stades ( = about 7,156 miles). The travellers were
*provi‘dad' with many comforts like rest houses, trees and wells on
the roadside.>2> ‘

‘ After the fall of the Mauryan Empire, India‘'s foreign
trade sufferod. On the ruins of its imperial structure gprang up
a number of small principalities, both mpublzmn and monarchical
' 1ike Taxila, Panchalas, Mathura, Kausambi and a host of others
and the trade routes also came under the control of more than one
atate which proved detrimental to the once free flow of commerce,
The traders from different lands had to pay tell.s or customs to
many small kingdoms which was highly irritating. As a result the

2l4.L.Jones, Geography (translated), Vol. X, 1930, p.17.

22, .3 Forbes, Ancient Roads, 1964, p. 88.

Vidya Bhavan. Bmay, 1980. p. 606.



foreign trade became more or less sea-~borne trade and reached
great heights during the time of Satvahanas. The guilds(Srenis)
became a normal feature of the age, Each guild had a constitution
with a President or headman and small exscutive council., These
guilds became very powerful and sometimes the head of the guild
was an 'important persconage' in the court. 24 The gquild regarding
trade and industry also laid down rules for trade and traders,
The trade flourished and ships laden with merchandise visited

the ports of Broach, Sopara and Kalyan, The two important inland

23 The vanue of the commercial

ports were Tagara and Paithan.
activities also shifted from north to south as the ships of the
western countries laden with merchandize visited Indian ports

of Broach, Lymrika, Supara which became famous for the inter-
national trade,

After the decline of Kushanas and the Andharas,
great political powor arose in India for sometime, During the
Gupta Age there was a brisk trade activity and a mumber of trading
stations as attested by cosmos came into being in the early part
of the 6th century. a6 Among the wvarious other ports,Tamralipti,
at the head of the Ganga delta remained a very active and

2‘R.G.Majmudar,
23ror the functioning of the Guilds, See, A.,L,Basham, The Wonder
sk Yas LhHEad., 316@\0101( and Jackson, London, 1954,pp. 21°7-18.

26

R,C,Majumdar(ed,),

:al Age, Bhartiya Vidya Bhavan,
m‘x' 1954; pa593¢



prominent &ug te brisk trade activities and the traders from
China, Indonesia and Ceylon ¢ame to this port. I-tsing also

went from Tamralipti to Bodhgaya along with many more mcrehaats;”
Kalyan, Chaul, Broach and Cambay were samé of the other important
ports of the Deccan and Gujrat. Fahlen, a c¢elebrated Chinese
traveller, who came to India during the reign of Chandragupta

II, described at length the presence of many rest houses oxistbd
in large towns, as well as on highways for the comforts of
travellers.2® The principal items of export during Guptas were
pearls, precious stones, perfumes, spices, indigo,drugs and
ivory, while the imports consisted of gold,bullion and coins,

copper, tin, lead, silk, coral and horses, 29

With the advent of Islam, Indian trade was carried
by the Arabs who had mainly concentrated on the coastal areas of
- Malabar. The Arab traders had established cordial relations with
the people of the country and had monopolised the commerce of
the Arabian sea. The Indian goods were carried by these Arab

30

traders to the foreign land.” They strictly kept out of the

27

RhctM&jWﬂW(ng). AR, Po 597.

28 7ames Legge(ed.), Fahien's Travels in Indis gnd Ceylope,Oriental
Publishers, Delhi, 971, PP. &d,14, 23.

29,.C.Majumdar(ed.), Vakataka-Guota Age, Motilal Banarsidass,

Banaras, 1964, pp.3" 8-39.

Publishing Hmm, Bombay, 1959, pp.ll-12.
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-Indian trade all Christian countries and what ever they got
from India, they got through Tartary. The crusaders forced open
the door and very soon Venice, Genoa and Florence became important
trade centreu.al The trade of Malabar with Far East and Europe
progressed,

Marcopolo, a venetian traveller, who came to India
in 1260 has left behind a valuable and useful account of Indian
trade, He found Bengal, Gujrat, Cambay, Maabar, Malabar and
Somnath humming with traders; both Indian and foreigners, He
found Bengal as most extensive and rich province famous for the
production of cotton, sugar and'’'many sorts of drugs are amongst

32

the production of the soil”. ‘ Malabar according to him was the

noblest and richest province abounding in the 'finest and most

33 Gujrat was famous for the

beautiful cottons, spices and muts’,
production of spices and indigo. Cotton was produced in large
quantities. The other varieties of Gujrat, were bed covers,
cushions ornamented with gold-wire and muslins. Embroidery was
performed with more delicacy 'than in any part of the world"“
The hides of various animals were also exported to other parts

of the world. Cambay, according to him was famous for the finest

33&&. ¢ Pe 308.

3‘}Mo 2 Po 306,



35 Maabar, was another important

indigo, cotton and hides.
province of India which abounds in pearls of wvarious kinds.

The main occupation of the people was fishing or fishery. The
main item of import from Persia according to him, were the
Persian horses (who were held in great wveneration and were
Vregularly in demand by Delhi Sultans and later by ,thejMughals).
Describing the trade in Hormuz, he remarked that "merchants

come thither (Hormuz) from India, with ships loaded with spicery
and precious stones, pearls, clothes of silk and gold,elephants’
teeth and many waroa"‘.“ The other notable travellers who have
testified the account of Marcopolo were Ibn Batuta and Barbosa. 37
They were highly impressed to see the Indian ports in western
and southern India, full of trade activities. Gujrati,Malabari
and sometime Bengali merchants controlled the sea-borne trade,
Spices, irax. iron, sandalwood, aétton, wvheat were exported to
wouthwest Asia and China.‘m The picture drawn by the Moorish
traveller Ibn Battuta of Indian trade is both détailcd and
impressive., He remained in India for eleven years and found Bengal
Malabar, Multan, Cambay and Maabar (Coromandal Coast) to be the

most important centres of trade. According to him Cambay was a

361544., pp.283-194.

7Mansel Longworth Dames(ed,), A Bc of Durate
Hakluyt Society, London, 191821, Veal. II, pp.

384.A.R,Gibb, Trave: Ibp Battuta in Asia and Africa(translation)
Routledge and Kegan Paul, acm, 953, pp. 248229,
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handsome and flourishing city which was full of foreign merchants,
It was the principal sea port of India, The city of Cambay was

the finest in regard "to the excellence of its construction®,
Describing Malabar, Ibn Battuta says,"it is full of spices
espacially‘pepper“. Calicut was the chief port of Malabar and one
of the largest harbours of the world. The merchants from Ceylon,
Maldive, Yeman and China flock there in order to buy Indian goods
- especially pepper. Chinese ships (junks) called freely at
Malabar p@rts.3’ Bengal was a land of cheapness and extraordinary
fertility. It abounds in rice, Describing the cheapness of victuals
and other goods of Bengal, he says, "nowhere in the world have I
seen any land where prices are lawer than there and the people of
Khurasan call it, ‘A hell full of good things", The other espec-
iality of Bengal was the extensive produetion of cotton gaaéufe
According to Ibn Battuta, India was also having a flourishing
trade in horses with the Turkish country, Kipchak (Sea of Azoy).
In Kipehak, a good horse would not cost more than four rupees or
a dinar, while in India its cost was between 100 to 2000 rupees
(500 dinara).‘i The caravan which came from Kipchak to India via
Gomal pass, consisted z mainly of 6,000 horses, The owners on

entering Sind would pay a duty of seven silver dinars and a further
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duty at Multan. The caravan of horses, first came to the chief
frontier mart of India, Multan and from there would be sent to
different places. The Indians did not buy ‘race horses' as they
would come mainly from ‘Yemen, Oman and Far's, and cost from

1000 to 4000 dinars each'.%?

With the discovery of Sea route to the‘East, India
became the scene of commercial activities of several European
nations. The Portuguese wcrc the first to“ enter the field, For
a long time, they maintained the mempolly .of maﬂtime trade,
Their monopoly rested on the armed might of Portugal the
spiritual sanction given by the Pope, The Portuguese kept the
charts of Eastern seas secret and thus prevented the leakage

of the information regarding the .m-*m:d:e'."3

The Pm:tugues; took from Arabs as the sole monopol-
ists of Indian trade so as to result they provided a world market
for Indian goods, especially spices and maslins on a scale unknown
before, Secondly, they introduced into India the products of
Europe and China. The trade with China became the esséntial

feature of Portuguese commerce. They also provided the Persian

43W.W;Huntar,

Vol. I, Claran?ress.’

B28 , b:mdon. 1969.




44 The quarxel between the ports of

HiOrses to Vijayanagar Empire.
Calicut and Cochin gave the Portuguese their first foothold on
thé Malabar Coast and they fully exploited the situation to their

great &dvanuma 15

This was also the beginning of the western
imperialistic dominance over Asia and Africa. As they(Portuguese)
ware the first Europeans to touch the Indian soil, they had to
encounter sufficient hardships on the people whom they met were
strangers - Portﬁguen. somehow overcame thoirf"initial difficulties
and settled on the Western Coast. Their policy was now to dominate
the Indian seas a i they succeeded in it by capturing a sufficient
mumber of fortified harbours from where thay could -cperate and
dictate terms. Some of their factories and fortresses were at Diu,
- Surat, Saman, Bassein, Chaul, Dalml, Goa, Manglore, Cannore,

- Calicut, Cochin and Quilon, Goa became the capital for their Asian
trade. Within a few years, Portuguese power was firmly established
in India and other Asian and African countries. They became the

“Gaa

- sole masters and dispensers of the treasures of the East.
became a commercial centre of Portuguese activities in India. Most
of the ships laden with Indian goods were sent to Lisbon or

elsevhere from Goa only. a4 The other European or non-rortuguese

4‘K.M.Panikkar. LV * Indiap History, National Information
and Publications, chbay, 19 ,7, p. 26 . |
4530 E‘V&ns (ad. ) y MACGES D STEIET aZet ik AR . 2 Gowth

Press, Madru, 19 1,pp. 16-48; 'ward Far ey at:en. Ey
ravellex n India, Kegan Paul, 1909, p.59. |

46

W.H.,Moreland, 2 Akbar, Macmillan,London,
47 H.Moreland, From b, Munshiram Manoharlal,

Delhi, 1972, De7e



ships passing through the Portuguese strongholds were forced to
take CARTAZES ox Passes., The Cartaz did oblige the ship to call
at Portuguese port, both before leaving and arriving to pay
dntioa.‘a A succession of famous Vicexoys including the famous
 Albuquercque extended the Portuguese authority throughout the
East Indiaf Almost every place of importance to the Indian tra@u
fell intc their bag. In India, itself there was no power capable
of resistance to their steady #dvan@u. The Portuguese retained

the monopoly of the trade of the East with E 2 till the end

of the 16th century. However, with small rescurces they could not
consolidate their positions and never became a landpower in the |
East¢‘9 The emergence of other European powers namely the English
and Dutch gave a severe blow to the prestige of Portuguese.More-
over, their piratical activities greaily enraged the Mughal auth-
orities, who withdrew the concessions earlier granted to them and

expelled them from the Mughal court more than once.

wRe

qardinq ¢artazes or passes, see M,N,Pearson,
hnirat, Munshiram Mandharlal. Delhi,

deahqapaﬂm?ay'Chandhuri's. Bengal Upde:
Manshiram Manocharlal, Delhi, C9~ 5. DD 2!

B%e Po 49.
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The Dutch were the first European nation who broke
through the Portuguese monopoly. The Dutch East India Company
shot into prominencein 1602. In 1618, they laid the foundation of
§' Batavia in Java as the seat of Supreme Goverrment., 30 In the |
beginning of the 17th century, Dutch maritime power was the
first in the world. Their memorable massacre of the English in
Amboyana in 1623 forced British Company to shift from the Eastern

8 __ .. w*
While Dutch were bent

Archipelago to the continent of India.
upn destroying Portuguese monopolyi they were equally desirous

of succeeding to that monopoly. The elimination of Partugueae
stronghold in the East was follomd 'by a forced treaty ‘with the
native rulers under which the latter agreed to sell their trading
products solely to the Dutch. The English East India Company
tried to break the monopolistic trading systemg of the Dutch. A
struggle therefore, ensued between them for supremacy. 32 The
Dutch had successfully established their strongholds in Gujrat,
Malabar, Coromandel ecoast and Bengal. They pleased the Mughal
authorities by giving handsome presents and monopolised Indian

SW.W‘-meur, AMDEE 1.8 Vol. x' pp'soe“ooj'

| Mxmrl Fiaher. “The Beginning af Duwh Trade in Gujrat?
2888300 08 i€ <+D013h QLY SORgress.
*The Dutch atarted thelir trade activities from Gujrat in 1602

when the two Dutch factors were sent there.They received a
‘firman' from Jahangir in 1618, Karl Fisher.

saiﬁ.lliam FOB”r(Qd.), J6 Regedvaed Dy the Seryants of the
a8 ndi D AnR lol, 11X, Sampson Low. Marston & Co.,
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trade especially in spices, The Dutch had a very advantageous
trade in Bengal too. The goods they brought (Bengal) there were
gold, tin, conchshell, elephant's teeth, cloves, mace, quicksilver,

33 From

vermilion and some cloth which did not sell so well.,
~ Bengal they carried rice, butter, hemp, shipcloth, raw silk,
s;ltpetra, ginghams, sugar, long pepper and;borax.s‘ In Gujirat |
also they wtravaar:ying a good trade, By 1620, Van Den Broecke
had completely settled at 8urat~§nd made Surat as his headquarters
for the tradg activities in tha*variaﬁs parta of the cduntry. He
alsa~assumad tha title of Director for Perisa, Arabia and India,
in 1624; a.Butah fl#etvqaming from Mocha first gave passes to
Indian ships and later on plundered them. By 1624, the Dutch had
established facgtorelss at Surat, Broach, Ahmadabad and.Cambay.ss
One can safely aSSume that Dutch were definitely enjoying a
privileged position so far as the Indian trade was concernad

till their power was successfully challenged by the English.

33Richard Carnac Temple, The Diaries of
John Murray, London, 1911, pp.83~84.

341p14., pp.83-84.

spglish Factories in India, Vol, I,1618-21,
ca;arendon Prass. Oxford, 1906~-27, p. 37 W'Ph~fip Baldaues,

, Irie and Exact Descx - on of the most C brated Eg Indya
Cos E D ‘ mans john €] rchil ' 03.515 17.

For furthnr dctails @f Dutch truda in India, See, Owen C,Kail,




CHAPTER II

RISE OF ENGLISH TRADE TO PROMINENCE

The English had begun exploration for a northern
passage to India much earlier than the foundation of East India
Company. The firat English chartered company organised to seek
a northeast passage to India was formed by cartographer Sebastan
Cabot in 1551. He alongwith twelve councillors contributéd a
capital of six thousand pounds to discover Cathay, and divers
other regions, dominions, islands and places unknown. Sir Hugh
Willoughby commanded the f£irst expedition in 1553 but was found
frozen dead along with all seventy of his crew in Russian Siberia's

1ce.1

Thereafter, the first English men to have visited India was
Thomas Stevens who reached Goa in 1579 and became Rector . of the

Jesuits College at Salsette and did missionary work for forty

2nd edition, Oxford .

Univeraity Presa, Naw‘!btk, 1980. p. 139.
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years till his death in 1619 at Goa. Father Steven's letter to
his father roused considerable enthusiasm in England and led

his countrymen to desire direct trade with India.?

Intrepid English sea Captain Sir Francis Drake and
Thomas Cavendish defeating the Spanish and Portuguese monopoly
were also familiarizing the English investments of the rich
Indian trade momopoly of the Portuguese. All this induced the
English merchants to form the opinion that great profits and
natural advantage might be acquired by fiting out ships to follow
a direct trade to India. Two English merchants Osborne and Staper
subsidized the outfitting of a vessal Ijiger and procured a letter
from cqueen Elizebeth addressed to Emperor seeking commercial
privileges. John Newberry, Ralph Fitch, William Leeds and James
Story sailed abroad the Ijiger for Indfa on 13th February, 15813.
Their ship was captured off Ormuz and they were taken as prisoners

to Gca.3

23@0 the taxt of the letter dated November 10, 1569 in J.Courtenay
The First Englishmen in India, Gearga Routledge & Sons,

UL o Travell®: idia, Kegan Paul,
London, 1909, pp.zes-xos. aays that Elababeﬁhma England was
attracted towards India on account of Akbar's reputed wealth
and the prospeet of a brilliant and lucrative return from
commercial enterprise in the East while there was scarcity of
suitable investments for the savings in Europe.

“3J.Bru¢o. I, 0.10€.




They (English merchants) secured their liberty
through the good offices of Father Stephena' and left for Bijapur
and thence to Fatehpur where they pérud. Newberry according to
Fitch started for Lahore to go there overland to Persia. Leedes
entered Akbar's service as a jeweller wvhile Fimh visiting Patna,
Bengal, Cochin, returned to Europe via»Goa; Chaul, 'Gmuz,Busarah,
Aleppo. and Tripoli, reaching London in April, 15’91." In 1599;
another Englishman, J’ohn Mildenhall reached India overland, He
wanted to secure some trade concessions for his.coﬁntrymen from
the 'Great Mogol'. He reached Agfg in 1603 and was conducted to
the presence of Akbar to whom hé gave a present of 29 horses and
some jamls.5 The meeting with the Emperor was very much satis-
factory and most of his demands were accepted by the Empamr.c
The foundation of East India Company was a sequel to growing
national dasim to trade in the East. The successful voyage of ..
Dutch to Bantam, who returned richly laden with spices and other
Indian eommoditina, precipitated the matters. One of the results
of the Dutch voyage was to bring into unison of large mumber of

‘cavara Farley Oaten, Eyxopgean Travellers in Indig 3
' George Birdwood was of the op nion that srry settled down
as a shOpkoQBGr at Goa. George Birdwood's Report op the 014

Lmadvon‘. 1933,"p.12?.
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English merchants for a similar purpose, who formed theiasalves
into a association and subscribed a sum of £ 30,133 in support
of the und.rtaking.’

| The legal foundation of the East India Company was
laid by a royal charter of December 31,1600, According to which

pers were formed into a body corporate under

some 219 original men
the title of 'the Governor and Company of Merchants of London
Trading into the East Indies’ . The anpany was further described
in the Charter ”aa' ‘one body corporate and politic in deed and in
name, possessing the power to purchase land, to sue and to be sued
and to have a common seal which they were permitted to alter at
wil1'.® | .

The Charter again provided that its legal basis would
depend on the anmial election of Governor, the Court of Committees
and the officials and not on the Trading capital. This action of
the Qamrment clearly showed that the details of the trade
organisation would be worked out by the ‘elected body and not by

the merchants thmaelves.g

7

Shafaat Ahmad Khan, The E
S.Chand & Co,, Delhi, 1§

awilliam Wilson Hunter, The Indian Empire, Clarendon Press,lLondon,
1892; Q ‘2?‘* 280
Auber qs.ws the date as the 30th Decambnr, 1630, Peter Auber,

¥ ‘ . Indis any,Assistant
.ix.

) A28 220N Ot
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The early expeditions of the East India Cmpany

were known as separate voyages because for each venture a separate
fund was raised, The first fleet of the Company composed of four
JEagan,while a small

£t also accompnied, full of victuals. The entire fleet
was placed under the command of Captain James Lancaster, who left
England on 13th February, 1601 and axrived at Achin on 3th June,
1602, from where thay left for Bm}m. The total ca

ships namely Hecto:

rgoes of
ssed of £ 28,742 bulliony and goods consisting of
iron, tin, lead, broed cloth of all colours, utensiles and certain

anting to & 6,860 for the respective kings of Achin
and Bantam, The fleet returned to England in 1603, carrying a rich
loed of spices mainly pepper. 10 .

A second voyage was sent out in March 1604 with the
instructions to Henry Middleton, Commander of the Fleet, go
Bantam in Java, Mre Lancaster had left soms

factors and bring
3 remaining to the acoo
Middleton was further instructed to go to Spice Islands. The

fleet consisted of the same vessels. The sum subscribed for the

nt of the Pirst Voyage, Henry

“wunm Milburn(ed.), Oriepntal Commsrgs., lLondon, 1813, lol.x,
pp.m-n (xmamum ; William 'mr:(ca.), a REs. 2aceivec
‘. . : e : ;. L G5y 4 A b ag, ‘ Sy § ~ _ ,

t.g‘;,,g % :’ mu f , ° . :‘wﬁmz‘
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second voyage was of £ 60,450, Captain Middleton arrived in
England in May 1606 with a rich cargo of pepper, gumqa. nace
and cloves, 1

The experience gained in the first two voyages was
most valuable and led the
trading operations. Moreover, the voyages also revealed, that
Iindian goods, especially calicoes were in great demand in East

Indies and could ba exchanged profitable with pepper while
12

sompany to widen the range of its

English goods were either in less or in no demand at all.,

Lmuter, 'duriug the first voyage, captursd a Portuguese carrack

mntainmg a large mmbcr cf calicoes which he succesafully
exchanged for pepper at Bantam and pmm the usefulneas of this
commodity as s trade item of this ma;” The profits of the first
two voyvyages are stated to have amountad to 9% per cent upon the

capital originally subscribed, clear of all charges. 14

Hawkins and Middleton, The cargo amounted to £ 17,600 bullion

11W1111¢m Milburn, Qciental.
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“wmm Foster(ed.), The Vovage
Hakmyt Society, 1934, Lond




and & 7,280 in goods. The goods consisted of iron, lead, tin

1% The profits realized by this voyage amounted to

16

and wollens.
no less than 234 per cent upon the subscribed capital.” When

the third fleet made ready to sail it was decided that one vessel
should be sent to Surat, to establish a factory there by the
treaty concluded with the Mughal Emperor, buy calicoes and rejoin
the rest at Bantam, by which means writes Captain Keeling, the
'‘General' of the expedition, they "would lay the west foundation

for gain against another year that ever I heard of",“-

Surat:; as a future trade market was chosen for many
reasons. As the great entrepot of the Mughal empire on tha
western coast of India, it was in the woids of a contemporary
traveller, "a city of very great trade in all classes of merche-
andize, a very important sea port and frecquented by many ships

from Malabar and other par€s”. 18 Thomas Aldworth described Surat

2 .
as such, "Though the whﬁ.le indies there cannot be any place more
keneficial for our country that this, being the only key to open

all rich and best trade of the indies, for the sale of our

I, p. xxx, Introduction.

lsmmy Pe XXX.




Qammoditiéa, especnially our cloth".w In another letter which
Aldworth wrote to Sir Thomas Smythe, "Surat is, as it were,

the fonntain head from whence we may draw all the trade of our
'ant Indies, for we find here merchandize which we can take and
sell in nearly all parts of these Indies and also in England.
His Majesty will benefit his royal treasury by more than 200,000
crowns every year, besides the advantage to the whole kingdom
by the sale of the goods that come from thence especially broad

cloth at a higher price than in any other part of India. n20

- Hawkinds landed at Surat in 1608 during the third
voyage and was polikely received by the local authoriti;s. who
however, referred his case to 'Moerchchan' or ‘'Mukarrab Khan',
the Governor of Surat and Cambay. He (Mukarrab Khan), later on,
proved to be the most relentleass enemy of the Englisy. Leaving
his ship (Heetor) at Surat, he decided to meet the emperor
Jahangir personally and therefore, reached Agra on April 16,1609
and was conducted to the presence of the emperor who received him
cordially. Hawkins gave the emperor a few presents and the
letter from James I, the Emperor of England. Jahangir showed
great courtesy in receiving and attending to Hawkins and even
allowed him to marry an Armenian lady. Hawkins spent two and

19

Surat on 25.1.1612.
I-‘or amnmarised version af the separate and Joint St:ock Voyages.
See, K. N.Chaudhuri's. y dia Compar -he 1d

ze'rhcmas Aldworth at Surat to Sir Thcmas Smytha, January 25 1613.
w.uliam Foster(ed.). Lhe Vovag = he Eagt
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half years at Agra as a royal guest, still he was unable ¢o
obtain any trade facilities from the Mughal king due to the
Portuguese opposition at court and thus, returned unsuccessful
to Surat and embarked on board of vessel of Sir Henry Middleton.
lete failure, He had failed to grab

Hawkin's mission was a comr

from Jahangir even the pettiest farmans he bestowed upon the
other European smbassadors, Gaptain Nicholas Downton writing

from Dabul to the Company on 24th February,1611, complained

that 'Hawking hed returmed from Agra without any Phirman from

the king and rather in meu. The king had not cared even to
reply the legter of the English king'. Thus, they were disappoint-
ed in the prospects of trade; their king and nation were in dis-

grace and there was no alternative but ¢to leave the country. a1

The fourth voyage to India was under the command of
Captain Sharpeigh in the ‘'Ascension’ who was accompanied by
Richard Rowles in the union, an o0ld vessel of 400 tons., A
subseription of £ 33,000 was entered into. The cargo consisted
of £ 15,000 4in bullion and £ 3,400 in goods. Sherpeigh was
instructed to erect factories at Camba., Banda, Terrate,Tidore

and Prisman, The voyage provel
ship 'Ascension' wrecked off at the Coast of India in 1609 while

to be unfortunate as Sherpeigh's

cedved,I, pp. 158-59,
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he was intending to make for Surat. The Captain and his crew
was saved who went overland to Surat. Some men chose to go to
Goa and from there to London. So nothing came out of this voyage

and everything was lost due to ship wreckage.22

The f£ifth voyage consisted of only one vessel; the
expedition sailed under Captain David Middleton on April 20,1609.
The cargo consisted of £ 6,000 in bullion and £ 1,700 in goods.
Middleton went to Moluccas and Banda where he was vehemently
opposed by the Dutch who were in league with the natives not to
allow any trade by the English. He, therefore, went to Pulo Aye
where he obtained some spices, After landing at Surat, he was
refused to have any trade dealings and was 1mmad1ataly asked to
leave the part.23 He, therefore, retaliated by capturing and
plundoring the Indian ships in the Red Sea and made matters

24

worse for the English. Middleton reached England on November 16,

| carrying a rich cargo of spices from Pulo Aye and Bantam. The

profits made out of this voyage were 211 per cant.25

v In 1609, the Company equipped the é6th voyage on a
scale unknown before, £ 82,000 wvas subscribed and they built a

splendid new vessel, the trade's increase of 1,100 tons. The

24,y omas Aldworth, William Biddulph and Nicholoaa Withinghcn

to the Company, Surat, 25 January,islz._;:~
1602-13, p. 236.

25'# PPe 390 #0, 158~




27

king himself launchod it and gave Sir Thomas Smythe a medal in
honour of the occasion. 26 The trade's increase commanded by
Henry Middleton, the Peppercorn by Nicholas Downton and the
Darling left for the East on April 1, 1610. Their cargo consisted
of cloth, lead, tin, quicksilver, Md, sword blades, kerseys
and red caps. The object of this voyage was to cpen the new
avermes for trade, After landing at Mocha, they were imprisoned
and their goods confiscated by the natives. An unsuccessful
attempt was made b‘y Tutks to capm Darling. Middleton remained
prisoner from December to May 10, when he along with fifteen
others escaped and got on the board of Darling, From 14 June to
19, he blockadegl the ports of Mocha and captured a ship from Diu
and some Malabaries with other vessels. The use of force by
Middleton compelled the natives to return the goods earlier

siezed by them and had to make heavy compensations to him‘27

The 7th voyage was undertaken with a single ship, the
Globe, under the command of Captain Hippon. The object of this
voyage was to open a trade on the Coromandel coast for calicoes,
partly for sale of it in Eastern Ialandh, where they were in
great demand., However, at Pulicat they were ocbstructed by the

Dutch, who were enjoying the complete monopoly of trade. At

I, pe xxxii,xodv, introduction.

27;&* de., P« 34, introdaction,
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Masaulipatam, they traded well after paying 4 per cent custom
while Governor wanted extract 12 per cent, From Masaulipatam,
they went to Bantam and took in a cargo and returned to England,
The profits from this voyage were nearly 216 per cent on the sum
of & 15,364 originally subscribed.?®

- 'r}n value of the exports made by the Company in the
years 1601 to 1610 was, in goods and stores, £ 51,673, in bullion
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